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Jlerko nm ObITh ApakoHOM? OCOOEHHO €CJTU Thl HEIABHO MOSIBUIICS Ha CBET, a
BOKPYT CTOJIKO BCEI'0 HOBOTO WJIM 3a0BITOrO CTaporo... ¥l MUp BOKPYr MOXKeT
MOKa3aThCsl YYJIECCHBIM M YBJICKATeIbHBIM, TIOKA Ha TIOPOre TBOEro 3aMKa He
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. Crpannuk. «$I— gpakoH»

A — IpakoH

TecHo. Tyckiiblii CBEeT eiBa MpoOUBaeTCst yepe3 uto-To TBEproe. OHO MelaeT, AePKUT MeHSI.
Xouercs Hapyxky... Hapyxy? {1 Buyrpu? I'ne s1? BHyTpu uero?..

JIBMKeHus1 ObLTA CITUIIIKOM OIpPaHWYEHbl, TEM HEe MEeHee, MOTyYMIOCh pa3KaTh MaIbIbl U MPO-
1apanarb KOrtsiMu 00po31y Ha 4YéM-TO, UTO TaK MEIIaio JBUTaThCs W AbImath. .. Jpimars? [a, Hano
r1yOXe BIOXHYTh U MOMBITATHCS PACTIPSMUTHCS.

Hukak. .. He nonyuaercs.

Tonbko napamnars 3ty 060m0uky. Emgé, emg. [mybokue mapamussl ctanu sipue. CHapyKu Mmpo-
ouBaetcs cBet... CHapyxu? Cser?

[TamsaTh mpockinanach Tak ke MEAJEHHO, KaK U TeJlO, HO YeM sipye CTAaHOBWICS CBET, TEM
Oonbiie 00pa30B BO3HUKAIO B co3HaHMU. COBEpIIEHHO HOBBIE, HO TIPU 3TOM XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIE,
W3BECTHBIE U TIOHSTHBIE.

Hakonen ckopiyna TpecHys1a 1 pa3Bayiniach. 1 BeIBauiICcs Hapyxy U 3axmypuics. Ciuikom
SIPOK OBbLIT HOBBIU JICHb U CJIMIITKOM COYHBI KPACKH MTOCIe TYCKJIOrO 3aToueHus1. [IpUBBIKHYTh K HOBOMY
MPOCTPAHCTBY IMOTYYaIoch He cpazy. JIErkue pacnpaBUIKCh, ABIIIATIOCH JIETKO, Ia3a MpUcrocadiu-
BAJIUCh K CBETY, Pa3/IMBIIEMYCsl BOKPYT, HOC JIOBUJI 3allaxH, JIalbl HAJIMBAJIMCh CUJIOH, YTOOBI Olle-
peThbcs U BCTaTh. A eni€ ObIIo Kakoe-TO CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO, MOceHBIeecs B KUBOTe. OHO MOICKa3bI-
BaJIO, YTO HAJI0 HE TIPOCTO CTOSATh, HAJIO UATH, IBUTAThCs1, O€XKATh, BHICICKUBATD, JIOBUTS. .. XOTEJIOCH
€CTb.

A ornsapenca Bokpyr. CTeHbl, yXOAsIIME JAJIEKO BBBICH K CBOIYATOMY IOTOJIKY, CJIOKEHbI U3
OOMNBIIMX TECAHBIX KAMHEW. Y3KKe BBICOKHE OKHA, 3aKPbIThIE MPO3PAYHBIMU KAPTUHKAMH U3 KyCOY-
KOB I[BETHOTO cTekJia. [1of1, Tojke KaMeHHBI, ¥ 110 HEMY PACChINaHbl KENThIE KPYIJISAIIKY U 1IBETHbHIE
KaMeIlTKH, TaKUe K€ SIPKUe, KaK U CTEKJISIIKU B OKHAX, TO TaM, TO TYT, BCIBIXMBAIOIIIME UCKOPKaMH,
ecM Havath JBUratbcsi. HaGmonaTh 3a MCKOpKaMu ObLIO BECeso, HO TOJION HapacTal v BCE TpoMye
TOZICKa3bIBAJI, UTO HAJO OXOTUThCSA. OXOTUTHCA? § MJIOXO MOMHWII, YTO TaKO€ OXOTUTHCS, HO 3TO
TOYHO HE CHUJETh U HE TOHATh KPYIJIAIIKA XBOCTOM M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. DTO HAJ0 Oekarth... A
IIOTOM JIOBUTb. .. A TIOTOM €CTb!

3HaTh ObI Kyzia OekaTh, HO TYT Y CTEHBI pazfaiics mopox. S Bcmorpescs. Hebonbioi cepuiit
3BepEK C YEPHBIMM OyCMHAMHU TIJIa3 U AJIMHHBIM XBOCTOM, COBCEM KaK Y MEHsl, TOIbKO Oe3 YelTyekK.
Han 3BepbkoM NpsiMO B BO3/1yX€ BHUCE/IN KaKUE-TO 3HAKU, COBEPILEHHO HETIOHATHBIE, TOIBKO OAUH
Y3 HUX MOJTYYWIOCh BCTIOMHHUTD. DTOT 3HAK, TOXOKUI HA MAJIOUKY Ha3bIBAJICS «OIuH». [la, UMEHHO
Tak. §l MPUNOAHSAICS HA BCE YETHIPE JIAIlbl, PUKaJ KPbUIbsl K CIIMHE U Ha4aJl IOTUXOHBKY JIBUTaThCs
B CTOPOHY KPBbICHI, CTapasich He 1myMmeTb. Bot! Bemomumi! 910 Kpbica «onun». ElE napy maroB u
MO’HO MpbIrHYTh. 51 Tak U cenan. Kpbica He ycniena Jjaxe rojoBy OBEpHYTb, KaK OKa3ajach B MOMX
KOI'TSIX, a IOTOM U B MACTH.

B BO31yXe HaO0 MHOI BO3HMKJIM U PacTasii €l€ Kakue-TO 3HaKW, KOTOpble TIOKa ellé He
BCTIIOMHUJIMCD, & BCE YEITYHKH, TIOKPbIBABIIIME MOE TeJIO, CTAJIM Kak Oy/ATO UyTh OOJIbIIE U pa3/iBUHY-
nmck. §l HemHoro Beipoc. [TonbITancs orsiieTs ceOsi U 3aMeTHII, UTO He BCe 3HAKH PacTasiii, KaKie-To
TaK ¥ OCTAJIUCh BUCETh HAJl FOJIOBOIL, HO YTO 3TO O3HAYAET — OCTaBAIOCh 3arajKkou. JIaqHo, He BaxkHO,
ceryac HaJo elé MOOXOTUTHCA. 1010 cTasl He Tak CWIEH, KaK BHayajle, HO BCE eIl HAaIIOMHHAI O
cebe. Hamo moGerats mo gomy... JJom? 1o moit jom? Hy, KOHEUHO, 51 TYT pOAMJICs, TAe-TO B YIIIy
eIlE BaJIseTCsl MOsI cTapasi CKOPIIYIA, s TYT )KUBY, 51 TYT OXOUYCh M PaCTy. A ellé — sl TYT BCIIOMHHAIO !

[NoGeras No ATMHHBIM KOPUIOPaM U 3aJIaM C TAKUMHU K€ BBICOKUMHU TTOTOJIKAMHU, 51 CMOT' TTOW-
MaThb el HECKOJIBKO TaKUX ke 3BEPhKOB: KPbICA «OIVMH», TApy KPhIC ¢ KAKUM-TO JPYTHUM 3HAKOM,
eI11€ HEMHOTO TOJPOC M OKperl. ToIbKO HAAMKUChH HaJl TOJIOBOM BCE HUKAK HE XOTesa BCIIOMUHATLCS.
Tak s GeraJi, OXOTHJICS U POC, TIOKA KPBICHI «OJJIH» HE CTAJIM COBCEM MaJICHbKUMU, U MHTEPEC K HUM
nponai. CIUIIKOM MHOTO MX HYXHO ObUIO NONMaTh M ChECThb, YTOOBI B OYEPEJHON pa3 MOAPACTH.
Jla u ectb yxke He ocodo xorenock. Hamo Obuto mpuaymMarh ceOe 3aHATHE TIOMHTepecHee. M TyT s
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. Crpannuk. «$I— gpakoH»

BCIIOMHUJL, YTO Y MEH$I €CTh KPbUIbsl, KOTOpbIe OeraTh He TIOMOTaloT, HA0OOPOT, YTOOBI HE MeIaly,
UX TPUXOIMIOCH PUKUMATH K CIIMHE, HO 3a4€M-TO OHHM HYXHBI. CTOMJIO 3TO BBISICHUTD.

Pa3mbluiss o KpbUbsX, 51 CBEpHYJI B KaKOK-TO OYEPEqHOM 3al U orsneincs. TyT Bce 3aibl
TIOXOKH U, BCE e, OHM pa3Hble. [T0X0XU KaMHH, U3 KOTOPBIX CJIOKEHBI CTEHbI, HO HA CTeHaxX ObIBaeT
MOZIBELIEHO YTO-TO. UTO M Kak OHO Ha3bIBaeTCs, 5 [IOKA HE 3HaJ, J1a U €40i 3TO He MaxJio. XOTsl HEKO-
Topsle npeaMeThl... [Ipenmers? Touno! Ha crenax Bucenm mpeaMeTsl, KOTOpbIe ObLIO MHTEPECHO
pasrsAAbIBaTh, OCOOEHHO €CJIM CKJIOHUTH TOJIOBY HAOOK K Tutedy. Ha ofqHOI W3 cTeH BUCeN Kakou-
TO OOJIBIIION U TUIOCKUI MPeAMET, IIBETHOM, KaK KapTMHKU Ha OKHAX, TOJIBKO He Mpo3pavHbiil. U Ha
9TOM TipeaMeTte Obul 5. BepHee He s, a KTO-TO Tako# e, KakK fI, C KPbUIbSMH, JUIMHHBIM XBOCTOM
U yenryiikamu 1o Bcemy teny. U on neren... Jleren? Bor 3aueM HyXHbI Kpbulbsi! 51 Mory setats.
A emi€ y Toro, NoXoxero Ha MeHsl, U3 MacTy JIWJIOCh U 3aKPY4YUBAJIOCh YTO-TO... YTO-TO... YUTO-TO
KpacuBoe u... OnacHoe? Jla, 9T0 KpacMBOE U OTACHOE JIbIXaHue — IIaMs. S ymelo JietaTh U AbIaTh
riameHeM! [lamsaTh yke BepHy/Ia MHE 0Opasbl MOJETA U OTHEHHOTO JBIXaHUsI M XOTEIOCh ObICTpee
3T0 onpoOoBaTh. He oTKIIagpIBast, s BT HA OaJIKOH, B30Opasics Ha BHICOKME MacCUBHBIE TIepHJIa
Y B3MaxHYJ KPbUIbSIMHU.

S neay! D10 3mM0pOBO — JeTaTh. MOXHO OOJNIETETh CBOM JIOM M YBHJETh KAKOB OH CHApPYKH.
MOo:XHO MOAHATHCA BBIIIE U TOCMOTPETh, HA BCE, UTO €ro okpyxaer. NI Bc€ 310 MOE. A TyT KuBY,
0XOUYCb, Pacry, jeta. IHTepecHO, HaCKOJIbKO BBICOKO MOXXHO B3JieTeTh? Heyskenu Bbliie Tex HInu-
neii? Tlamate BCE craparesnbHee MOACKa3blBaja MHE, YTO 3TO TOJBKO HAYaslo, YTO sl MOTY U YMEIO
HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIe, YTO MUP BOKPYT OrpOMEeH U pa3HooOpaseH. IloqHuMasich BCE BhIIIE TIO CIIMPAIIH
BOKPYT CBOETO JJIOMa, 3aMKa... 3amka? Hy, koHeuHo, MO# ioM — 3aMOK, U HUKakK uHave! Tak, BOT,
MOTHMMAsICh BCE BHIIIIE, 51 TIOJUIETENl K CAMOMY BBICOKOMY IITIHJIIO, HA KOTOPOM ObLT YKpPEIUI€H (itio-
rep, TOXe MOXOKHI Ha MEHsI, KaK ¥ Ta KapTUHKA Ha cTeHe. A HaJ| (piiiorepoM BUcesa HaIuch U3 OyKB
u uudp... byks? Hudp? Hy, koHeuHO Xe, B HAAMUCAX BCeraa ectb OyKBbl U 1Uppbl. ToMbKO TYT
ux ObUTO0 OueHb MHOTO. Ho 51, KaskeTcsl, BCIOMHIT, OYKBBI, CKJI/IbIBAIOIINE NIEPBOE CJIOBO, KaK pa3
03HAYaT «3aMOK». BTopoe c10BO mpovecTd 51 IOKa He CyMell, HO TaM ObLIH YK€ 3HAaKOMbIe OyKBBI,
KaK M B IIEPBOM CJIOBE: «O» U JIBa pa3a Monajiach «a». A B KOHIIE ObLJI0 MHOTO 1udp, IBe, Kak Hajl
KpbICaMu, JJaJIbIlIe O/IHA, KaK HaJl MOEH roJIOBOM ceivac, KaxkeTcs, OHa Ha3bIBAETCS «IISITh» U B KOHIIE
«HOJb». OH ObLT OYEHb MOXO0XK Ha OYKBY «0», HO sl TOYHO 3HAJI, Y4TO 3TO He OykBa. 3aMok ... 1150
ypoBHs1? Bot ke oHO! Moii 3aMOK ThICSIYa CTO MATUIECATOrO YPOBHS! A 51, 3HAUMT, MSTOTO, & KPBICHI
ObLIM TIEPBOTO YPOBHS U €IIE... Kakoro-To. IlocterneHHo BCE cTaHOBUJIOCH HA cBoU MecTa. Oxorta,
ela, pocT, yBeJMUEHHe YPOBHS, a 3HAUUT CUJIbl, HABBIKOB U BO3MOXHOCTel. Kcraru, noka s jerai,
3aMETHJI, YTO 3pEHHEe CTAJI0 OCTPEE, YTO C BBHICOTHI SI MOTY Pa3IMUUTh OYKBAIBHO KaXKIYI0 TPABUHKY
Ha 3eMJie, OCOOEHHO €CJI HEMHOTO TPHIIYPUTHCS 1 BCMOTPEThCS.

OmnycTUBIIMCH HEMHOTO HUKE, s TOMPOOOBAJ BIOXHYTh MOIITyOXke, pa30orpeTh BO3AYX BHYTPH
ce0s1 ¥ BBIIOXHYTH IJIaMsl. Y MeHs Moay4usiock! B rpyam crano oueHb Temio, a B HOCY HEMHOTO
HIEKOTHO. M TyT 51 BCOOMHMIL. .. 3arax 3ane4€HHoro Msica, U BKyC. MHe CHOBa 3aX0TesoCh €CTh, HO
CBIpBIC TIEPBOYPOBHEBBIE KPBICHI OOJTBIIE HE Ka3aJIUCh KEJTAaHHOU MUIIel. 3aJI0)KUB KPYTOr BUPAK, 5
pBaHyJ1 K 3eMJIE ¥ CTaJI PUIJISABIBATLCS K KyCcTaM U TpaBe. HEeMHOTro Mok pykuB HaJ] OJISIHOM, KpaeM
B3IJISI/1A 51 YIIOBUJI KAKOE-TO IIeBeJIeHNe, BCMOTPEJICS U, PUIILY PUBIIMCH OCOOBIM 00pa3oM, HEMHOTO
npubM3nI K cede n3odpaxenue. B Kycrax KTo-To mpsitaics. BecmoTpeBuvch eme nprctaibHee, s
CMOT pa30o0paTh HaJ| TOJIOBOH 3BE€PbKa C JUIMHHBIMH YIIIAMH HECKOJIBKO YK€ 3HAKOMBIX OYKB U 1Py
«TsTh». BOT OHa moaxosimas 1oosr4a. Ho mo0sr4a 3ameTrina Mo€ mpuOIMKeHre 1 MOMbITaiach yoe-
*atb. He TyT-T0 ObLT0! {1 7IeTenn HaMHOTO OBICTpee, a MOE OTHEHHOE JIbIXaHHe HACTUTAJIO TIOYTH MIHO-
BeHHO. [la, 9Ta ega Obula HAMHOTO BKYCHEe, U MO3BOJIsIa pacTtu ObicTpee. K TomMy ke OXOTUTBhCS B
MOJIETEe OKA3aJloCh HAMHOTO MHTepecHee. OCTaToK JHS 51 TaK W MPOBEJ, B3MbIBAsI BbIIIE IIMIIIEH,
BCMAaTPUBASICh C MPUIIYPOM BO BCE, UTO JIBUKETCS, PE3KO MUKUPYS HA JOOBIYY M BBIbIXAsl HA HEE
1ams. [ToTom s ¢ y1oBOJILCTBUEM €1, C YIOBOJILCTBUEM BCIIOMUHAS BKYCHI M HA3BAHUSI JIUUU. 3aMI1Ibl
1 (pazaHbl ATOTO U HIECTOTO YPOBHS, €HOTHl U TETEPEBA CEIbMOIO U BOCBMOIO, KOCY/IU JEBATOrO U
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JECSITOro, OMMH pa3 Aaxe MOoMaJiCcsi OONBIION OJIEHb MATHAAIATOro YpoBHs. OJieHb BHAYAJIE TTBITAJICS
yOexKaTh, HO IOTOM Pa3BEPHYJICS U XOTEJl yIapUTh MEHs pOraMu, HO sl YBEPHYJICSI, CHOBA B3JIeTesl Hajl
HUM U, PE3KO OITyCTUBIIIUCH CBEPXY, OBTWII U TMPHKAJ €0 OONBIITYIO TYIIY K 3eMJIe BCEMH JIarlaMH.
A motoM npocTto nepekycui emy 1mero. [TonpoOoBan Ha BKYC ChIPYIO OJIEHUHY, HO PEIIWII, YTO OTOHb
JIEJIAeT BCE TOPA3A0 anmeTUTHeE.

Crasio cMepkaTbesl. DTO He MeIaio CMOTPETh ¥ BUAETD, Take IPOSIBUIIACH eI OJJHA OCOOEH-
HOCTb MOETO 3pEHUS, s BUEJ TeIJIo... Bce )KMBOTHBIE M NITULIBI, HACENSIBILIME JIeca U JIyra BOKPYT,
CBETHJIMCh U3HYTPH, HE CIIMIIKOM SIPKO, HO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MOKHO OBLJIO B CyMEpKax XOpPOIIO
UX Pa3W4MTh, Y3HATh U OMPENeTUTh YpOBEHb. BrieuaTinenuii 3a JeHb ObJIO MHOTO, TOJI0[ OOJbIIe
He OeCMOKOWII, HO TIOSIBUJIOCh COBCEM JIPYroe OIYIIEHHE, XOTENOCh. .. XOTeIOCh. .. ChaTh. [lamsTh
CHOBA TOJICKa3aja, YTO 3TO OUIyIeHHe Ha3bIBaeTCs: XOTeTh crath. M s moopén k momy. Koneuno,
MOXHO OBICTPO JIOJIETETh, HO TOPOITUTHLCS OBUIO HEKY/a, a B HECTICIITHOM MPOTYJIKE BCETIa €CTh CBOS
ripesiecTb. JIloOOBAThCS 3aKATOM C XOJIMa, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUT MOM 3aMOK, OOHECEHHBIN BBICOKOU CTe-
HOM ¢ OarieHKamMu, ObUTO MpUATHO. OrpOMHOE OPaHKEBOE COJTHLIE MEIEHHO CaJUJIOCh 32 TOPU30HT,
MHOXECTBOM OJIMKOB OTpak)asich B psou Mopsi. [Toxoxke Ha MOM KPYIJISIIIIKY, PACCHITAHHBIE T10 TIOTY
B 3aJ1aX, HO 3TU Onectenu Becenee. Keraru, 3aBTpa Hajo OyzieT cieTaTb K MOpIO, TOCMOTPETh, UTO TO
TaKoe Y BCIIOMHUTb. .. HABEPHSIKA TaM $1 €€ MHOI'O€ BCIIOMHIO.

HemHoro nod6ponus no Kopuaopam, si, HAKOHell, BHIOpaJl O[JH U3 3aJI0B C Ky4eu KENThIX KpyT-
JIsie, 3a0pasicst HaBepx, YJIErcsl 1 HEMHOTO TTOBO3WIICS, ycTpauBasich. M npasna, nexarb TyT ObUIO
o4eHb ynoOHo. Eie pa3 ornsaeBnmch, s 3eBHYJI, CyHYJI FOJIOBY O[] KPbLIO U YCHYIL.

He 3Hato, CKOJBKO 51 craji, HO MeHs pa3OyIul TUXUA CKPEXeT W 3aCTaBUJ HACTOPOXUTHCS.
910 He Kpbica, TouHO. Torga uto ke win K1o xe? Crapasch He NIyMeTb, s OCTOPOKHO MOTHSLICS
Y MEJJIEHHO M THXO IOILIEN Ha 3ByK. Kaxercs, 310 B coceqHeM 3aie... Tak U ecTb, Kakoi-TO 1IyM
elBa JIOHOCWIICS U3-3a OKHA. Yepe3 MUHYTY OKHO OTKPBUIOCH M Yepe3 Hero B 3aj1 3a0pajich JBOE.
VX TeryioBble msiTHA He OBUTH TIOXOKHM HA Te, UTO 51 BUJIEJ paHblle B Jecy. BcMoTpeBIIUCh, s cMOr
pazoOparh HAAMUCH HAJI TOJIOBAMH: «BOp 12 ypoBHsI» U «BOp 14 ypoBHS». XM... 3710 emg yro? U
MoYeMy OHU BJIE3JTM B MOM JIOM?

PemmB nmonaGmonaTh, 51 OTOIIEN MOJANIBIIE OT JIBEPHOTO MPOEMa, YKPBUICS B TEHU M 3amep.
[Mpuminsie? [a, kaxercs, Tak OHM Ha3bIBAIOTCS. .. [IpuIuibie, OKa3aBIIUCh B 3ajie, C MUHYTY MOCTO-
SUIM HE JIBUTAsiCh, HABEPHOE, BCIYIIMBAIUCH. [I0TOM O1IMH M3 HUX 3aKEr KaKOW-TO OTOHEK, MaJIEHb-
KU ¥ OYeHb TYCKJIBI, HO €ro CBeTa XBaTaylo, YTOObI BUAETh HE TOJIBKO TETIOBBIM 3pEHUEM, a U
00bIHBIM. OMH ObLT BBICOKMH, XYOIIABBIA C 3a0CTPEHHBIMU KBEPXY YIIAMU M CBETJIBIMH IJ1a3aMH.
BTopoii kopeHacThIil ¥ MOHUKE MEPBOTO, €r0 YIIU CBEpXy ObUIM KPYIJIBIMH, a I71a3a TEMHBIMUA. DTH
JBOE OIJISI/IENIUCh, MEJJICHHO MPOIILTH BJIOJb CTEHbI, OCBEIIasi KPOXOTHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT ceOsI
Y TIOCTOSTHHO 03Upasich. [I0TOM OCTaHOBUJIMCH U CTAIM NEPEUIENTHIBATLCS. S MOUTH HUYEro He pac-
CJIBIIIIAJI, KAK HU CTapajicsl, CAMIIKOM THXO IIETITAJIMCh U JaJIEKOBATO CTOSIM, HO TIOIXOAUTD OJHKe
NoKa He creioBaso. [1oToM crapimii, KOTOpBI ObLT XYJOIIABBIA M YE€THIPHAIIATOTO YPOBHS, YKa-
3aJ1 Ha 4TO-TO PYKOW U JBUHYJICSI B 9TOM HallpaBjieHUU. BTopoii MeaJIeHHO Ha LIBIIOYKaX Clea0Ball
no3aau. Tak OHM JIONUIM A0 yIJia 3aJia U CHOBA OCTAHOBUJIKCH. TYCKJIBII OTOHEK BBHICBETHII HEOOIb-
LIYI0 KY4KY KPYIJISIIIKOB C KAMEIIKaMH U elllé KaKUMU-TO IpeIMEeTaMH U3 TaKOro ke, KaK U Kpyr-
JAmKy Metasuia. EIe pas orisaeBImch, CTapiivii MoJI0KUII CBOM OTOHEK Ha CaMblil BEpX KY4H, PH-
ceJl Ha KOPTOUKHU U PACKPbUT CYMKY. BTOpo#i ToXe rmpuces psiioM U pacKpbLil CBOIO CYMKY. B cabom
cBeTe OBbLJIO XOPOIIO BUHO, YTO 00a BOpa CTaM BHIOMPATh U3 Ky4H IIBETHbIE KAMEIIKH, HeOOIbIIIHe
OrnecTsIye IpeMEThl U caMble OOJTbIIME KPYIIISIIIKY 1 3alTUXUBaTh ceOe B cyMKH. Kak ke Tak?! D10
Mo€! D10 MOM KpyIJIAIIKY, MoM Kamelnku! Ha Hux Tak ynoOHo criats! $1 3akpryai ot oOMpI ¥ pbIT-
HYJI U3 TEHU MpsAMO HaBcTpedy npuiuibiM. Kaxkercs, onu ucnyramucs. .. Mcnyranucs? [a, s mory
KpHUYaTh TaK, YTOOBI IPOTUBHUK McIyravics. .. [IpotuBHUK? D10 Te, KTO X04eT 3abpath Moe? He nam!
CHOBa IrpOMKO 3aKpHUYaB, TaK, YTO MOH KPHK OTPa3UJICS 9XOM OT CTEH, sl IPBITHYJI BIIepEn U cOu
C HOT OJIHOTO, KOTOPBIH ObLT Mutarie. Bropoii, crapmmid, ycrnen npuary B cedst, OTCKOYHUTh U BHIXBa-
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TUTb W3-TIO]] IIJTaII[a YTO-TO TOHKOE, CBEPKHYBIIIee OJIeTHBIM CBETOM. MHe ellié He PUXOAUIOCh OXO-
TUTBCS, KOrJa JOOBIUM cpa3y JiBe, TIOKa s MTHOBEHHUE JTyMaJl, KaK IMOCTYIUTh, MJIAAIINN MOCTapasICcs
BCTaTh, HO TIOJICKOJIB3HYJICS ¥ TIPOCTO CTaJI OTION3ATh MOJAJIBIIE, & CTAPIIHiA, HA0OOPOT, IMOMBITAJICS
000WTH MeHsI COOKY M TpuOIM3uThCs. HaBepHOe, cTapimii oracHee, 3HAYUT OH CTAaHET TIepBOM JJOObI-
yeid. 1 ObICTPO pa3BepHYJICS M cAesal mar HapcTpedy. Ho mpuribie, Kak s MOHSUT TIO3Ke, Ha 3TO U
paccuuthiBasid. OIMH OTBJIEK MEHs, II0Ka BTOPOU OTIION3 MOJAJIbILE U JOCTA CBOE opyxkue... Opy-
kue? DTO TO, YTO HYXKHO MPUIILTBIM BMECTO KOT'TEH, XBOCTa M OTHEHHOTO JibixaHusi? $1 He Bujen, 4to
cliesiasl BTOPOH, HO MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO TBEPAOE YAAPWIOCH B OJIHY U3 UEIyeK, W, aparHyB,
OTCKOYMJIO IMPOYb. BbIJI0 HEMHOTO OOJIBHO, COBCEM UyTh-UyTh, HO OOJIbIIE OBUTIO OOUIHO, UTO YyXKHe,
HOYBIO 320paJTUCh B MO JIOM, XOTEJIM YHECTH MOU KaMEeITK/ U KPYIJISIIIY, a TeTepb enié v AepyTcs. . .
Hepytcs? ITaMsSTh MEJTBKOM, BCIIBIIITKOW SIBUJIA HECKOJILKO KAPTHHOK, IJIe MPHIILIBIE APAUCH APYT C
APYrOM WM C TAKUMH KakK I, WIA JPYTMMH, He TAKUMH Kak 5, HO OOJBIIUMHU. .. OYeHb OOJIBITUMH.
N B pykax y KaxJI0ro U3 MpUIILIIBIX OBUIO OpykHe, pazHoe. Meuu, JIyKu, TONOPbI, KHHKaJIbI, apOa-
JIeTHI TPAIIy, UK, Ke3JIbl, TOCOXU. .. OueHb MHOTO OpYXHS. A emé Ha HUX ObLUTH JOCTIeXH, OpOHS,
KOJIBUYTH, KAPACHI, HIUTHI B pyKax. A Mosi OpoHsI — 3T0 Mosl yemnys. U TOIbKO 4TO OHA 3aluThIa
MeHSI OT OPYXKHUSI.

He ycrmien s moBepHYTH TOJIOBY K MIIAJIIIIEMy, KaK CTapIIAiA MPLITHYT U TIOMBITAICS YIApUTh
MeHSI TeM, UTO JIepXkajl B PyKe... KHHKaJIoM... Jla, Tak Ha3biBaeTcs ero opyxue. [[pOTKHYTh MO0
Yelyio, Moo OPOHIO eMy He YaJIoCh, HO pa303JIUTh — BIOJHE. Teneps s 3HaI, sl BCIOMHIJI, YTO HAJI0
Jenath, KaK 3alUIIaThCs, KOTJa HalaIaloT HECKOIBKO OJHOBPEMEHHO. Sl He cTasl pa3BOpauynuBaThCs
K CTapiuemy, Jake TOJIOBY He CTajl MOBOPAYMBAaTh, HAPOTUB, MOBEPHYBIIKUCH B CTOPOHY CTPEJISIB-
IIer0 W3 JIyKa, 1 Pe3KO BJOXHYJ, COrpel BO3AYX B TPYH U BBIIOXHYII MPSIMO €My B JIUIIO, & OKA3aB-
IIerocs 3a CIMHOM, MPOCTO COMIT ynapom xBocTa. [Toxoxke, 4To BOpy JBEHAIIATOrO YPOBHS BIIOJTHE
XBaTUJIO MOETO OTHEHHOTO JIBIXaHWSI, OH yIajl Ha Ky4y KPYIJISIIKOB, BBIPOHUJI CBOU JIYK U OOJIbIIe
He Burascs. Toraa s B3MaxHYN KPbUTbsIMU MTOCHIIbHEE 1 TIOANPhIrHyI. [ToqHsaBIIMCh OYKBAJIBHO Ha
JIBa CBOMX POCTA HAJI TIOJIOM, TIEpEeBEPHYJICS Yepe3 CIIMHY B BO3AyXE M YTl Ha TIPUIILIOrO YeThIpHA-
anaroro ypoBHs. OH TOJNBKO ycIiesl pa30K BCKPUKHYTh, HO OOJIbITIe He MPOPOHWIT HU 3ByKa. Korma s
TIO/THSIICS, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETH, KUB Jin OH... JKuB? [la, 310 Tak Ha3pBasiock. OH, BepHee OHU 00a
OBLTM XKMBBI, KOTJ]A BJIe3JIM B OKHO, KOrJa XOTe/ 3a0paTh MOM KPYIJIAIIM MOE 30JI0TO... 30510TO?
TouHO! DTO MOE 30JI0TO U MOU CaMOIBETHI, a €IlE TYT Be3je Mou jparoiieHHocTH! Tak, o uém 5?
AX, 1a, oH1 002 OB )KUBBI, KOTJIa CPAKATUCh CO MHOM. A Ternepb s ux yowt... Ho s 3amuTun cBoi
IIOM, CBOH 3aMOK, CBOIO JKU3Hb!

Sl cmoTpen Ha Tena, MbITasCh MOHATh, YTO HYKHO cienarh ganbiie. Cbhects? My npuiuisix
He eaaT? [loka 310 eié He BCNOMHUJIOCH. .. OTOHEK, OCTABJIEHHBIN CTapIIMM BOPOM, €Jie TeTLTUIICS
U cTaJl mofaparuBath. Ho 3T0 He Memiano XOpoIo yBUIETh, KAK MCYE3al0T HAIKCH HaJ TeJlaMH, a
MOTOM CTaJId MeplaTh M TasATh CaMU TeJla M OpyXHe, MoKa He ucuesnu coBceM. OCTauch TOJIBKO
CYMKH, HAOMTBIE MOMMH 30JIOTBIMU MOHETaMH, JIPArolieHHOCTSIMH U caMmoliBeTamu. Hemonro nymas,
s TIOIIETIVJT BHAYAJIE OJJHY, 2 TOTOM BTOPYIO CYMKY U BRITPSIXHYJI Bce 0OpaTHO. CaMu CyMKHU pa3opBal
Ha MeJIKUe KYCOUKH U OPOCHJI B OTKPHITOE OKHO. 3aTeM OCTOPOKHO 3aKPBUI €r0, IJIOTHO MPUKUMast
paMy 10 3aMOYHOTrO Ieivka. Ternepb MOKHO MIATH JOCHIIATh, YTPO emE He CKopo. BepHyBIIMCH B
3aJ1, BBIOpaHHBIN ISl CHA, s1 CHOBA YJIETCS HA CBOIO 30JIOTYIO JIeXKaHKY, HO, TIOXOKE OHA CTajia IyTh
MeHblIIIe. .. Het, 910 s ctan gyTh 6ombiiie! 3HAUUT, paCT MOKHO HE TOJIBKO, KOTJIa OXOTHIIIBCS U eIllb
100Uy, a KOTJIa Cpakaelbcs | MoOesKAaelb MpoTUBHUKA. IHTepecHO!

Ocrarok HouM Tporén 6e3 TpeBor. HUKTo Gobliie He Jie3 B OKHA U He TIBITAICS YKPACTh MOE.
YTpoM 51 HECTEITHO TTPOCHYJICS, TIOTSIHYJICS, 3¢BHYJI M eI, YTO TIopa B MOJET. OMsATh XOTeI0Ch
€CTh, a elE XOTeJIOCh cleTaTh K Mopio. Tem Oosiee, HOUHOE MPHUKTIOYEHNEe HEMHOTO TIOBBICUIIO MOW
ypOBeHb, U ONVKaWIas K 3aMKy JAWYb CTaja MejikoBaTa. CTOWIO MOMCKATh JOOBIYY TOKpYITHEE.
Boriiist Ha GaJIKOH, C KOTOPOTO YKe MPHBBIK BBUIETATH, S TIOHSLI, YTO HA MepuJia Bie3arh OOJIbIe He
norpeOyetcs. Eciv B mepBblii pa3 g e1Ba JOTSATUBAJICS O Kpas MepeJHIMU JIallaMH, BCTaB Ha 3a/IHUE,
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TO TeTiepb OPYUYeHb ObLT UyTh BBIIIIE JIOKTSI, ¥ TO, KOT/IA s CTOSUT Ha BCeX YeThIpeX. JloctarouHo ObL1o
MIPOCTO B3MAXHYTh KPBUIBSIMH UyTb MOATNPHITHYTh, U 5 yke ObUI B ronére. O0eTeB mapy pa3 3aMok,
sl 3aMETWJI, YTO HAAIMUCh Haj (pIIorepoM HEMHOTo M3MeHwIachk. [locneHuil «<HOMMK» IpeBpaTHiICs
B «€IMHUYKY». DTO 3HAUUT, YTO HOUBIO MOU JJOM TOKE MOAPOC, TOXe cTasl cuiibHee? HaBepHoe, Mbl
CBSI3aHBI. .. §] cpakaioch M 3aIUINAI0 €r0, OH IOMOraeT MHe M, oOexaasi, Mbl 00a MoinyyaeM HOBbIE
ypoBHH. Touno! OH momMoraetr MHe, Kak MOKET, Belb He CTy4YaillHO MJIQJIIUNA BOP MOICKOIb3HYJICS,
KOTI'/1a MOIBITAJICS BCTAaTh, U €MY HPUIILIIOCHh OTIHOJI3aTh. Pa3MbIIILIsAsi O HOUHOM ITPOUCIIECTBUM, 51 yKe
JeTesl B CTOpoHy Mopsi. VIHTepecHo, a eciiv MpUAETCS CpakaTbCsl HE B 3aMKE, a PSIOM, CHApYXH,
CMOJET JI1 OH MHE TaKe 4eM-HHOYyIb MOMOYb, WX TOIBKO BHYTpU? [IpoBepsITh 3TO HE XOTENOCH,
XOTs1 OBLIO OIIYIIEHUE, YTO PAHO WJIH MO3/IHO MPHUAETCS. A MOKa — K MOPIO.

Korna nec, okpykaBiivii MO 3aMOK, KOHUWJICS, HAYAJIUCh JIYTa. .. HET 9TO HE JIyra, OHU KaK-TO
nHaue HasbiBatoTcsl. Hano BciomuuTs. ... [ons! [Ia, 3To nons. Y Ha nosnsix 4To-To pociio, a cpeau pac-
TEHUI XOWJIU JTIIOAU OUYEHb ITOX0KME HAa HOUHBIX BU3UTEPOB. Jlionu? Kaxercs, s1 BCIOMHWIL, JIIOOU U
€CTbh MPHIIUIbIE, TIOTOMY, YTO OHHM IPUXOMAT U YXOASAT, KOTJIA 3aXO0THT, 51 TYT BCE BpeMs, sl TYT JKHBY,
TYT MO JJOM, 1 3T0 Moi Mup! I He 3Hal0, KyJja OHU JA€BAIOTCS, [TOKA UX TYT HET, HO 3TO U HE BaXKHO.
Koraa ot TyT, OHM MOTYT CTaTh IPOTUBHUKAMH, MOTYT CHOBA 3a0paThCsi B MO JIOM, MOTYT HAIlacTh
U JIpaThCsi CBOMM opyxkueM. OJJHaKo, Te, YTO XOAWJIU MO MOJISIM Ka3aJIUCh BIIOJIHE MUPHBIMU, HaBEP-
HOE, HE BCE XOTAT BOoeBarh. JIaJiHO, MOCTENIEHHO 51 BCIOMHIO BCE, UTO ¢ HUMM cBsA3aHO. CKOpo nojs
KOHYATCs, 51 yKe BUKY MaJIeHbKHE TOMUKH Ha TOW CTOPOHE, a 3a HUMH — Oeper. [lomuku? [Touemy
Obl ¥ HET, JOJUKHBI K€ JIIOH TIe-TO KUTh U CIIaTh, KOTJIA OHHU TYT, B MOEM Mupe. TOJIbKO IOMUKHU Yy
HUX coBceM MajieHbkHe. [lozmereB modimmke, s pa3riisaen HaAIUMCH Hall KpblaMu. «XwkuHa 9 ypo-
BeHb», «TaBepHa 15 ypoBeHb», «Ky3Hs 23 ypoBeHb», eleé «XuxuHa 12 ypoBeHb», «JlaBka 18 ypo-
BeHb», «JloM 21 ypoBeHb» 1 Tak Aajiee. MHOT0 XWXWH, TOMOB, JIJABOK, ¥ IPOYUX COOPYKEHUH, HO BCE
HU3KOYpPOBHEBBIE, HE BbIIlIe MsATHACCATOr0. HaBepHoe, Tak 1 JOKHO ObITh. Jla 1 JII0AM BHUBY: «Kpe-
CTBSIHUH 5 YPOBEHb», «JIABOYHUK 20) YPOBEHb», «padounii 16 ypOBEeHb», «ITOCBUTBHBIN 13 ypOBEHb»,
«pbIdaK 22 ypoBeHb», «COIAT 27 YpOBeHb», «JIy4HUK 31 ypoBeHb». [locieHue a1Boe OTIMYAIIHCH
OT Apyrux. ¥ Hux Obuio opyxkue! M oHM mpoxakMBaavch BIOJb JOMOB, MOTJISABIBAS IO CTOPOHAM.
ITpoxonst MUMO TaBepHBI, CONJAT C TyYHUKOM IMOAONLIA K OJHOMY U3 CTOJIMKOB, CTOSIIIKX MTPSIMO Ha
YJUIIE ¥ TIPUCENU PSIIOM C IBYMSI IpyTMMU JiioabMu. [TpuiiyprBIvch M IpuOIM3uB U300paxkeHue, s
y3HaJI TeX JIBOUX. DTO Te, YTO 3a0paIMCh HOUBIO B MOH 3aMOK. .. IHTepecHO, pacTBOPHUBIIIKCH B 3aJie
OHH 4YTO, MOSBMIIKCH NpsiMo TyT? To ecTh, Korga mpuIuioro yousaioT, OH HE yMHpaeT HACOBCEM, a
MOSIBJISIETCS TJIe-TO B ipyroM mecte? CTpaHHO.

OpnuH U3 BOpOB, KaxkeTcs, yBuaea MeHs. [1ofHs1 ronoBy, 4To-TO 3aKpHyall U CTajl OKa3bIBaTh
PYKOW B MOIO CTOPOHY. OCTasIbHBIE TOKE TIOIHSJIN I'OJIOBBI, JTYYHUK Ja’ke BCKOYMJI U3-3a CTOJIMKA, HO
JIyK TIOKa OCTaBajicsl y Hero 3a cnuHoi. CTpensiTh OH He codupavics. S1 Toxe He coOupasicsi Ha HUX
oxoTuthcs. [IpocTo crano uHTepecHo, 4yto OHM OyIyT Aenath gainbiie. [lapy pa3 o0neTeB fepeBeHbKY
BOKDYT, 51 3aMETHJI, YTO HApOIy Y TaBEPHBI MPHOaBUIIOCh. KTO-TO pOCTO CMOTpes B MOIO CTOPOHY,
KTO-TO pa3MaxuBaJl pyKaMU U MaJKaMH, KTO-TO KpU4aJsl, HO HUKTO HE CTPeJIsul U He IPATAJICS.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.
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