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IIpo Kpoauka U KOTeHKa

Kun-6u11 Kponmuk. OH OblT MaJIeHbKUIA M CEPhId, C JJTUH-
HBIMM YIIIKAMU U TIPBITYYUMHM JIanKamMyd. Mama-Kposibumxa ero
oueHb modwia. Y Hero OblI0 MHOTO OpatbeB u cectep. OHHU
Urpajyd BCe BMECTe, U UM ObLJIO BECEJIO M XOPOIIO C JIACKOBOM
MYIHIMCTON MaMoil. IX MUPOK ObLT OrpaHUYEH CTEHKAMU KJIET-
K. B HeM ObLJI0O MHOTO AYIIUCTOrO Ce€Ha, KOTOPOe MPUHOCHIIO
OrpPOMHOE JBYHOTO€ CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE Ha3biBaJIoCch YenoBek.
[MpunrOCcKn YenoBek erne 1 3eJIeHyI0 TpaBy, U BKYCHYI0O MOPKOB-
Ky, KOTOpPYIO MaMa KpOJIMKa ¢ ynoBosibcTBUEM efa. [Toka Kpomuk
OBbLT COBCEM MaJICHBKHIA, MaMa KOPMHUJIA €r0 CBOUM MOJIOKOM.
A TIOTOM Yy HEro MOSIBUIIMCH 3yOKH, ¥ OH TOKE ITOTI0OMI MOPKOB-
Ky Y TpaBy.

Onnaxapl YenoBek mpuien ¢ OonbIoi Kop3uHOW. OH OT-
KPBUI KJIETKY Y OJHOTO 3a IPYTUM CTaJl CKJIa/IbIBaTh B HEE KPOJib-
yat. 1M Obu10 0oveHs crpaniHo. OHu 3Basi MaMy, HO YesoBek
3apaHee Mocanil €€ B APYIylo KJIETKY, U OHa HUYEM He MOoIJa
noMoys cBouM Jetkam. Ham Kponuk cxasics ot crpaxa B Masio-
CeHbKUI KomMouek. OH Jymal, 4To Tak ero, MOXeT ObITh, HE 3a-
metAT. Ho orpomHast pyka cxBaTujia 4 €ro , IpoHecs 10 BO3.1y-
Xy, TOXE OIyCTWJIa B KOP3MHY. A MoToM YesoBeK 3aKkpblil KOp-
3MHY KPBIIIKOH, ¥ B HEN CTAJIO COBCEM TEMHO.

Kopsuny gonro Tpsicno u nogOpaceiBaio. Kpombuara cunenm



B HEH, TECHO NMPHKaBUIMCh APYT K 1pyry. Ho BOT, HakoHel, Tpsic-
Ka MPEKpaTUiIach, U KPbIILIKA KOP3UHBI OIHSIIAC.

Hano ckazarp, 4TO KposibyaTam OT 3TOro Jierdye He crayio. OHu
YBUJIEJIU, YTO OYYTUJIUCh B OUEHb CTPAHHOM MECTe, IJie ObLIO TaK
MHOTO pa3HBIX «4eJIOBeKOB»! OHU ObUIM OOJIBIINE, TIOMEHBIIIS
Y COBCEM MaJleHbKHe. MajieHbKHUe TO | JICJIO Jeprajiv OOJbIINX
3a pyKH U MPOTUBHO nuiaii. HaBepHo, mpocuiu ectb. Hekoro-
Pphie MOJXOIVIIN K KOP3UHE C KPOJIbYaTaMH U IPOTATUBAJIN K HUM
CBOU py4yOHKH. «Cenyac cbeadar!» — gymManu Kposibyara U 3a-
KPBIBAJIM T71a3a OT cTpaxa. Ho mMajeHbkue «4eloBeKr» HUKOTO
He eJIH, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe, 371ech, Ha BUY y BceX. TeM He MeHee,
Jony 3a0upaiy KpoJibyaT OIHOTO 3a JPYTUM, JaBasi XO3UHY
B3aMeH KaKue-TO CTPaHHBIE JIMCTOYKY — jieHbrr. CKOpO y HEero
CTaJI0 MHOTO 9TUX JIEHET, ¥ OH ObLI, Ka3aJIoCh, TUM OUEHb JIO-
BOJIeH. B koHIIe KOHTIOB, Harl Kposnk octasicsi B KOp3WHE OfIMH-
ogunereHek. «Hy, uro s 6yny nenars ¢ Todou, 3amopsbi? Hu-
KTO TeOs1 Oparh He Xo4eT!» — ckazas Xxo3si1H KpomKy, B3sIB ero
Ha PYKH U MOTJIAKHUBAS TI0 YIIIKAM.

Crasio coBceM yxke xapko. COJHIIE CTOSUIO BBICOKO B HeOe,
Kponmuky xoTenocs muTh 1 09eHb X0TeJI0Ch K Mame. OH kanoOHo,
TUXOHBKO MONUCKMBaIL. U TYyT K HUM MOAOIIES COBCEM MaJleHb-
KUI YeJIOBeUeK, COCTOSIIIINI BECh U3 KAKMX-TO OOOPOK 1 OaHTH-
KOB, yBuzen Kpommka u 3akpuyait: «Xouy! Xouy! Xouy!» Uny-
IIMe PSIIOM C HUM OOJIBbIIINE YEJIOBEKH 3aCMESUTUCh M 3arOBOPH-



¢ xo3simHOM Kposnuka. Mx 6s10 1B0e. OnuH, modosbiie, ObuT
Taroi, a JIPyrou, MOMEeHbIIIE, BeCh B YeM-TO SIPKOM U OJecTsi-
1eM, ObUT MaMOM YeJIOBEUKa.

Mama B3s171a 4eJI0BEUKa Ha PYKH U CTajla eMy JIaCKOBO T'OBO-
puThb uTO-T0. HO OH HE XOTENI HUYEro Ciymarh U TOIBKO MOBTO-
psn: «Xouy kionuka! Xouy kionuka!» B koHie koHuoB, Kpo-
JIMK OKa3aJICs B PyYOHKaX Y MaJIEHbKOI'O YEJIOBEUKA, U TOT UyTh
HE 31yl ero OT c4acThsl. KposmK kano0HO 3aKkpuya v 1axe
xoTen ero ykycutb. Ho 6osbIoii 4enoBek, KOTOpOro Ha3bIBaju
[Tarou, B3sU1 €ro, MOIIAAWI M CKa3all, YTO BEPHET YEIOBEUKY,
KOI'Jja OHU OyAyT Ha jaye.

[Tpomuna, ka3anock, 1e1asi BEYHOCTb, MPEKAE YEM OHU JO-
Opasiuch A0 3Tor Aauu. VIM npuIIoch exaTh B OOJBIION TPsICY-
4ell KJIeTKe, TECHO HaOMTOM JiroaibMU. OHa MPOTHUBHO MaxJia v Ha-
3pIBAJIaCh aBTOOYCOM. MaJleHbKHi1 YeIoBeYeK B3yMaJl IUIaKaTh,
u Kponuka npuiiocs emy otnars. OH Belo gopory Tuckan Kpo-
JIMKa, Iepraj ero 3a ylKy U ThIKaJl eMY B IJ1a3a CBOMMU MaJleHb-
KVMMHU NaJbuuKamMyu. Mama, KOHEUHO, MbITalach eMy OObSICHUTD,
yto ¢ Kponukom Haio o0xonuThes OepexHo. Ho uenoBedek ObLT
elle OYeHb MaJl U HUKaK He MOT MOHSATb, JIs1 Yero 3TO HaJo.

Korma mo3gHo BeuepoM OHM TpUeXaid HakKoOHel[ Ha Jadvy,
Kponuk Obi1 ene xuB. K cyacteio, 0 HeM ckopo 3a0puti. Ye-
JIOBEeUeK IUIaKal U yxke He xoten Kponmmka, Bce 6eranm BOKpyr



Hero U yremany. A Kposmka nocajaniv Ha 1oj1 M Jajlau eMy BO-
Jbl. OH NONWII U CIIpATAJICA B TEMHOM YIUTy 1TOJ, KpoBartblo. Ty-
Ja K HEMY BCKOPE M0XaJI0Bajl OYeHb Ba)XHbIM, CEPAUTHIN 3BEPD
C IYLIUCTBIM JUIMHHBIM XBOCTOM U 3€JIEHBIMU [JIa3aMHU.

OH Tponyn Kponmka KOrThCTOM JIaniod, NMpUIiamasi Iour-
partb. [ 1a3a 3Bepsi ropesu, a XBOCT CEPAUTO MOTAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI
B cTOpoHy. OH IBHO BOOOpaxaJ cedst OrpOMHBIM U MOTYYHM, XO-
Ts1 OBUT IPUMEPHO TAKOTO K€ pocTa, Kak Mama Kponuka. HemHo-
'O TIOrO/isl OH MPUHSJICS NPbIraTh HA CBOMX MSATKMX Jialax M Jie-
JlaTh BUJI, YTO HamajaaeT. A, MOXET, M BIPaBy Hamaajl. YCbl ero
TOMOPUIWIUCK, Oesble 3yObl cBepKanu. Kponuk ucmyrascs, Bbl-
CKOYMJI U3-TIOfI KPOBATH H... OUYTHIICS MPSIMO Tiepen 3ydacTou
MOpJIO¥ elre 0osiee OracHoOro 3Bepst. DTo ObLIa HEOOMbINAS TaK-
ca, U3 TeX, YTO Ha3bIBAIOT KPOJIMYbMMU. A HA3bIBAIOT UX TaK MO-
TOMY, YTO OHM OYE€Hb MaJibl 1 MOT'YT OXOTUThCS TOJIBKO Ha KPO-
JMKOB. HO 3TO-TO yX OHM J1enalT Mactepcku!

Takca B MrHOBeHHe OKa Opocuiiachk Ha Kposrka v Blienwmiach
B HEro 3y0ammu, KOTOpPbIE TI0 CBOMM pa3MepaM He yCTyTai 3yoam
OosbIIoi codaku. Kponrk 3akpruyali 'pOMKO U %aJTOOHO, COBCEM
Kak peOeHoK. Jliomu Opocriich eMy Ha TIOMOIIb, HO ObLTIO yXke
no3aHo. YenoBek-mnamna otHsT Kponvka y Takcel U yBHJEN, YTO
OH He JIBIIIINUT, a 0 €r0 CEpPOH MIKYpKe TeUeT KPOBb.

YenoBek-MamMa J1a)ke HEMHOTO BCIUTaKHYJa, a MajieHbKui Ye-
JIOBEYEK CIaJl ¥ HUYEro He BUAAJ U He Cibixall. Bee pemmm, 9uto



Kpomuk ymep, 1 mana yHec ero B Omakaiimii Jiecok. Jlomarsl,
4ToOBI 3aKonaTh Kponuka, y Hero He Obl10, MOTOMY OH IOJIO-
K1 €r0 MoJ, KyCTOM U yIIeJI.

Kponuk p0iro jesxan HEMoABUKHO. A ITOTOM B3JIpOTHYJ, OT-
KPbUI I71a3a U 3aiieBeuics. OH onIsiAesncss BOKPYT U OYEHb UC-
nyrajics. Bce ObU10 TakuM HE3HAKOMBIM U cTpariHbiM! U TpaBa,
Y Kayalolrecsi TEMHbIE TPOMAa/IMHBI-A€PEBbsI, IITyMSIII1E Ha BET-
py. [lox nepeBbsiMu OBIIIO MHOTO JIUCTHEB, U OHU CTPAIIHO 3a-
nrypiiaiu, korga Kposmuk 3armpbiran mo HuM, uima cede YKpbl-
THs. YIIIKO, KOTOpOe MopaHuia co0aka, y Hero CHJIbHO 0oJieso,
B OCTaJILHOM k€ OH He oueHb rnoctpanaaji. Ho oH cTparno 60sii-
csl, ¥ eMy XOTeJIOCh KyJa-HUOY/Ib CIIPSATAThCSI. DTO padOTa MH-
CTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHUsI, U TOJIbKO Onaromapst emy Kpomnwmk Ha-
111eJ1, HAaKOHEIl, HEOOJBIITYI0 HOPKY MEXIYy KOPHSIMU JIUCTBEHHU-
16l ¥ 3a0us1ca Tyaa. Hactynmia Houb.

Houslo crasno emie crpammHee. OHa Obl1a MMOJTHA TUXUX IO-
POXOB ¥ HETIOHSITHBIX 3BYKOB: TIOIMTUCKWBAHUH, B3JI0XOB, TOHEHb-
KHMX BCKPHKOB, HEOXKHMJAHHOTO yXaHbsl HaJl TOJIOBOM U HEYMOJI-
KaIOIIIEro ITyMa JIepeBbeB. B TEeMHOTE MHOTIa CBEPKAJIM 3eJICHbIC
OTOHBKH YBbMX-TO IJIa3, & B BO3/IyXe MEJIbKAJIHM OeCIITyMHbIE KPbI-
JIaThle TEHW — 9TO OXOTWJIUCHh COBBI. X0Ts1 Kpomnvk He 3Hall, KTO
3TO, OH OYeHb OOsJICA U CTapaJIiCs Kak MOXHO ITyOe 3a0paThes
B CBOE YOEKHIIIE.



«Mmny, Muy!» — pazgascsi BAPYr coBceM OJIM3KO Yei-TO Ka-
JIOOHBIN KPUK. 3allypiiiaia TpaBa, U B KPOJIMKOBY HOPKY TKHY-
Jlach MyIIMCTasi MOP/AOYKAa C OFPOMHBIMU 3€JIeHbIMU Teperny-
raHHBIMU J1a3aMU. DTO ObLT MaJIeHbKHIA KOTeHOK. OH ponuiics
1 XKWJT CO CBOEH MaMOI-KOIIIKOK B 3a0POITIEHHOM JIECHON N30YIII-
Ke Herojayieky. Kolka-Mama oTipaBuiace Ha OXOTY elle Buepa
¥ JI0 CUX TIOp He BepHYJ1ach. KOTEeHOK 0YeHb IpOrosiofascs u rno-
11es ee pa3bickuBaTh. OH HE 3HaJI, UTO KOUIKY MOMMaJia MoTepsiB-
11asi ee X03siKa, )KUBIIAsl Ha J1aye, ¥ yBe3Jia yKe B JaJIeKUi-1a-
nekuy ropof. OHa Beb HE IOraJplBajIach, YTo B JIECY y KOLIKH
OCTaJICsl KOTEHOK !

Kpomuk norecHuiics, KOTeHOK 3aros3 B HOPKY M IPUKAIICA
K HEMY, TaKOMY TEIUIOMY M MATKOMY. BIBoem uMm crajio He Tak
crpaiiHo. OHHM Aake 3aCHY/IM U ITPOCHAJIU JIO CaMoro yTpa.

Korga wnactrynwio yrtpo, KoreHok m Kponuk BbIOpanuch
13 cBoero yoexuia. Sipko ceeruio connile. Ha TpaBe u mpots-
HYBIIIMXCS MEXJy BETBSIMHU KYCTOB MAyTHHKax Onectenia poca.
Muip BOKpYT ObLIT HEOITUCYEMO MPEKPACEH, M MOKHO OBLIO MPbI-
rathb u 6eratb, rae tede xouercs. CTpalliHble HOUHbIE TEHH UCYE3-
. Kponmuk ¢ KoreHKOM [1ake pa3BecesIuCh U CTaJId UTpaTh
apyr ¢ apyrom: Kponuk BeICOKO moamnpsiruBai, a KOTeHOK Ibl-
Taiics ero noumarb. CKkopo uM 3axortenoch ectb. g Kponmka
BOKPYI' OKa3aJI0Ch TaK MHOTO BKYCHOU M COYHOU TpaBbl, YTO OH
HaeJicsi 10 oTBajia, a KOTeHOK yXuTpuJcs noMarh 3a3eBaBlile-
rocsl MBIILIOHKA M CheJl ero. Benp Mama-KomKka yxe IMpuHOCHIIA



€My MBILLEN U yUUJIa OXOTUThCS !

[TpaBaa, yxoauTh IaJIEKO OT CBOEW HOPKH OHM Oostick. Koria
COJIHIIE CEJIO M HACTYIWJI Beuep, OHU 3a0paiuch B Hee. KoTeHok
o0Hs11 Kponka cBoMMHM Jlarkamu, a TOT YTKHYJICSI HOCOM B €r0
MYLIYCTYIO EPCTKY. BABOEM UM CTasio TEMJIO U YIOTHO, U OHU
YCHYJIH.

Tak oHM cTanmu xkuTh B jiecy. OHM OBICTPO POCIH, M CKOPO HOP-
Ka crasia uM TecHou. KOoTeHOK He 3Haj, 4ro nenarh, Ho Kponmk
Jorajaics, Kak ee paciiputb. OH pa3pbli €€ JIaramu 1 IpeBpa-
TIJI B OOJIBIIYIO YIOTHYIO HOpY. 3aTto KoTeHOK BCKOpe cTal Imo-
YTHU HACTOSIIIIUM OXOTHUKOM. OH MHOT/Ia TPUHOCKJT JIOMOM MOM-
MaHHBIX MBIIIIEW U TbITAICA yromaTs uMu Kpommka, Ho Kponuk
ObLJT BereTapuaHIEeM U €CTh UX OTKa3bIBAJICS.

Kak-To, rynss, oHM HO3HAKOMWIVCH C MaJIECHBKUM JIMCEHKOM.
OH ObUT OTHEHHO-PBIKUH, JIIOOOBITHBIN, UTpUBBIA. CHavana oH
nbiTancs oxoTutbest Ha Kponrka, Ho KoTeHok cTpalllHo Ha Hero
3ammures, ¥ JINCEHOK OCTaBUJI 9TO ornacHoe 3aHAaTue. OHM 0T
MIPBITATIM U UTPAJIA BMECTe. A TOTOM IMOSIBUJIACH JIMCUIIA-MaMa,
u Kpomuk ¢ Kotenkom Opocminch co Bcex HOT K CBOEW HOpe.
Ho Jluca Obuta chiTast U JOBOJIbHASI, B 3y0ax Hecja OrpOMHYIO
KypHILy, ¥ €l ObUIO He 10 TIepenyTraHHbIX 3aMyX PhIIIEK.

[IIno Bpemsi. CoiHIle MOYeMy-TO Ipelio Bce cliabee U cia-



Oee, THM YKOPaYMBAJINCh, @ HOUM CTAaHOBWJIMCH JutnHHee. C nie-
peBbEB omnaiay JUCTbss. OHM OBUTH JKENThIe, KPACHBIE, OpaHkKe-
BbIE Y CEP/IATO LIypIIAIN MOJ jJarnamu. KoTeHOK urpas ¢ HUMH,
BOOOpaxas, 4To 3710 100bI4a. OH, KCTaTH, MPeBpaTHICS B OTJINY-
HOr'O MbIlIeoBa. Kposmk OXOTUTBCA HE yMell, HO 3aTO Hay4uJl-
CA PbITh IIPEKpacHble HOPbl. OHU MO-IIPEXHEMY KWIA BMECTE,
MIOTOMY YTO ITPUBBIKJIU U MPUBA3INCH JPYT K APYTY.

OpHaxapl OHU CTOJIKHYJIMCh C OYE€Hb OIACHBIM 3BepeM. OH
ObLT TOHKUI W JJTMHHBIA, C KOPOTKUMHU JIATKAMU U TYIIACTBIM
XBOCTOM. [71a3a ero cMoTpesu 3710 ¥ 6e3KaJI0OCTHO, a Oestbie 3y0-
KM ObUTH O04YeHb ocTpbiMU. OH cujieN B MX HOpe, 1 Korjaa Kpomimk
Ty/la BOILIEJ, HAaJl HA HETO Y MOMNBITAICH YKYCUTh B IIEK0. ITO
OBbLT KPYITHBIN XOopeK. KponK Mor TOiMbKO OTOMBAThCS OT HETO
Jlarnkamu, Ho 3aT0 KOTeHOK OpOcCUJICs Ha HETO U yXBATUJI 3a CIH-
Hy. Xopek ornyctun Kponmka u nepeximounsicss Ha KoteHka.
Jlpaka Obula He OYEeHb JIOJTOW, HO B pe3ysbTate M KOTEHOK,
u Kponuk Obiii cHTbHO TIOKYcaHbl. MM ynanoch BHITHATH XOPb-
Ka U3 CBOEN HOpBI, XOTSI IOTOM OHHU JOJTO 3aJU3bIBAIA PAHBI.
A BCKOpe MX KJajla HOBasi HEOKUJAHHOCTh. Korma ogHaskbl
yYTPOM OHHU BBIOPAJIUCH U3 HOPBI, TO OKA3aJI0Ch YTO BCE BOKPYT:
W 3eMJISl, ¥ TPaBa, U JAEePEBbsI, TOKPHITO YeM-TO OeJIbIM, CBEpKa-
IOIIMM U MYIIACTHIM. DTO BbINAJ MEPBbIA CHET.

Co cHEerom npuILLIM HENPUATHOCTU. Belb CHET TOJIBKO KakKeT-
sl TAKMM MIJIBIM M KpacuBbiM. He Bepute? A BbI mompoOyiite



npocueTh B HeM XoTs Obl romyaca! Co CHErom BMecTe UIyT Cy-
POBBIE CITyTHHMKU: X0JI04 U rojiof. [IpaBaa, cHer B Kakon-To cre-
TICHH 3aIIUIIaeT OT CUJIBHOTO MOPO3a, HO TO €CJIU BbI OOJIBIIION
Y CWIbHBIU, IOKPBITHI T'YCTOM, JJIMHHOM IIEPCTHIO, a BAIIIM MPE/I-
KU 32 JIOJITKE CTOJIETUSI TPUBBIKJIU K )KU3HU B CHETAX U NEPEAAIN
3Ty MPUBBIYKY BaM.

s manenbkux Kponuka n KoteHka cHer crasl CTUXUIHBIM
6encreueM. OH ObICTPO HAOWJICA B HOPY, B HEH CTAJIO XOJIOIHO
u cbipo. OH 3achinaj TpaBy, U MbIIIU YKPbUIMCh B CBOMX HOpAX,
CTaBIIMX HEJOCTYIHBIMU TOA ero 3amuTtor. CHer 3aBajiui Bce
JOPOXKU B JIECY U IOMa B HaXOAsIIENCs] TOOIM30CTH JIEPEBHE,
JJABHO Y:Ke NTPEeBpaTUBILIENCS B JIETHUI JauHbIi 1ocesiok. 13 Hee
BCE Pa3bexaliuCh, OCTAJICS JIUIIb OMUH MuUXabld, IpsIXJblil CTa-
PUK, KOTOPOMY BOBCE HEKy/la ObLJIO IeBaThCsl, KpOMe KaK OCTa-
BaThCs B CBOEl OOJIBIIION cTapoit u3be, ¢ TaKOU ke Ipsaxyion Oe-
JION TIBOPHSTKKOM, TPEMSI KypHIIaMU 1 IPEBHUM O€JIbIM METYXOM.

Jlerom Muxanbiay xuiock Beceno. K Hemy yacto 3axoaniamn
coceiu-AaYyHUKU. JKEeHIIMHBI, Kajlesl CTAporo OJMHOKOIO YeJlo-
BEKa, IPUHOCUIIA EMY Pa3HYIO CTPSIHIO, @ MY>KUKH YTOIIAIH CU-
raperamu. [IBa pa3za B Hefemo Muxassly HaBebIBAJICH B MAJICHb-
KMl Mara3uH4YMK 3a XJIeOOM U pa3HbIMM MpoayKTamu. Ero nzba
crosiia Ha Oepery, U BU/1 Ha M POKYIO KPACUBYIO PEKY C IPOILIbI-
BAIOLIMMU U3pEJKa CylaMU pa3BJIeKasl CTapuKa, HE JaBasl CKy-
4arb.



3uMoOi Bce M3MEHUJIOCh. Peka ormycrena 1 moKphLUIach JIbJOM.
Mara3uH4MK 3aKpbLICS JI0 BECHBI, M 3a XJIEOOM HaJio OBLIO XO-
IUTh B Onukaiiiiee ceno, Haxofsieecs B TPeX KUJIOMEeTpax.
B nepeBHe, kpome Muxasbiua, HIKOTO He ocTajioch. B nzbe Be-
yepamu ObUIO BOBCE TOCKJIMBO, a HOUAMH CTapHKa My4Jria Oec-
coHHuta. .. CiaoBom, B 3Ty 3uMy Muxasbluy CTajio, Kak HUKO-
I/1a, OMMHOKO, ¥ OH PeIInI )KEHUThCS. B OIMH sICHBIIT MOPO3HBIiA
JIeHb OH JJOCTAJl U3 CYHJYKa CBOU €JUHCTBEHHBIN BHIXOAHOMN KO-
CTIOM, OTYTIOKEHHBIM €I11e TOKOMHOMU XeHOU 0KO0JI0 20 JIeT Ha3al.
OTbICKaJI IPEBHUI TAICTYK, OJIEJICS U JIOJT0 OPHIICS OCTpoii Orie-
cTsmei OpuTBoM, cpesas ceayio mertuny. C potorpacdun Ha cTe-
HE Ha Hero IJIsena, 9yTh YbI0asch, MOKoWHas sxeHa. OH pasro-
BApMBaJ MO NMPUBBIYKE C HeW. 7KeHa HUYero He MMesa MpoTUB
ero xeHuThObI. OHa Obl1a 100pOoi, XOpoIiiel KeHIuHou. MoxeT
ObITh, IOITOMY OH M OCTaBaJICS TaK JOJITO OJMHOKHUM IIOCIIE ee
CMepTH.

Ha npumere y Muxanbua Obula He Tak JaBHO OBJIOBEBIIIAsS
Mapbs u3 OnuskaiIero cena, JKeHIIMHA MOJIOXKE ero, ere 0of-
pasi 1 Xo3sICTBeHHas1. Y Hee Oblia HeOOJTbINash KBAPTUPA B «Ka-
MEHHOM» JJOM€, C BOJIOW M OTOIUIeHMeM. Bo3MOXHO, MepKaH-
TUJIbHBIA MUXaJbld pacCUMTHIBAI TIEPE3UMOBATh TaM. A MOXKET
ObITh, EMY U B TOJIOBY 3TO He npuxoauio. [1o gopore B ceno Mu-
XaJplay moBesno. Ero monoOpai He3HaKOMBIN YeIOBeK Ha Kpa-
CHBOW CHMHEW MalllMHe W npeioxui noase3tu. [lo gopore cra-



PHIK paccKasall, YTO MJIET CBAaTaThCA M Jake MOXBACTAJICs, KaKor
OH ellle CWJIBHBIN U 1e10BoM. B cBon HenonHble 80 JIET OH MOXET
ele 0-ro-ro Kak MHoro!

Ho xo3siictBeHHass Mappsi, XOThb M OblIa CJIeTKa IOJIbIIe-
Ha CBAaTOBCTBOM Muxajbiua, 3aMyX 3a HErO WJITH OTKa3aJiach.
[TpaBaa, oHa HaWMJIa €My TapesiKy Cyla M COIJIACHJIACh BBHITUTD
PIOMKY TIPMHECEHHOTO CTapyKOM BUHA. B mylie oHa Hajesach
HanTH ceOe Oosiee MOJIOIOro keHuxa. OQHAKO €l KaJIKO ObLIO
CTaporo YejioBeKa, U OHa JIajia eMy Ha MPOIaHbe Mapy Mara3uH-
HBIX ITAKETOB MOJIOKa. Heb3a ckazarh, 4ToO0bs Muxajbsiua OueHb
OropYmJI OTKa3. B «kaMeHHOM» JJoMe eMy He TOHPABHIIOCh, YK
001pHO Tam ObUIO TecHO. To nu aeno ero usda! IMocunes u no-
TOBOPUB ¢ Maphbeii, OH pacipoIaicsl ¥ OTIIPABUIICS JOMOM.

Beuep yxky 11es Ha CMeHY KOPOTKOMY JHIO. MuXaibld Mef-
JIEHHO Opes Mo Jopore, U KOrja B CBETe JUIMHHBIX XOJIOTHBIX
Jydell 3aXO[sIIero COMHIA YBHUAEN, TOOXOAsS K OMyIIKe, Ma-
nenpkux Korenka m Kponwuka, He odeHb yauBuicsa. OHUM cu-
Jend y OOOYMHBI, MOKAaB 3aMep3IIve JIAMKA W MPUKABIIKCH
apyr k apyry. [Tomyaca Ha3aa OHM BHICKOYMJIM U3 Jieca, CIacasich
OT JIMCHUIIBI, ObLTM TOJIOJHBI, OMMHOKU W HECUYACTHBI, elie Oojee
HECYACTHBI, YeM MuXaJibld, y KOTOporo Obljla BCe-TaKu OOJIbIast
n30a 1 100pbie BOCIOMUHAHMS 00 ymepinei xkeHe. Vim Obuto Tak
TUIOXO, YTO, KOTJIa CTAPUK MOJOIIES K HUM, B3sUI UX B PYKH U CY-
HYJI 32 Ma3yXy, OHU Jake He COMPOTHUBIISIUCE.



A T0JI01HAs JIMCHLIA W TIOAPOCIINN JIMCEHOK B 3TO BPEMs OT-
NPaBUIIKCH K KyprHOU pepme. T1o myTu UM HYKHO OBUIO TIepeii-
TH OOJIBIIYIO TPacCy, MO KOTOPOH Jake HOUbI0 MUYAJIOCh MHOKE-
cTBO ManmH. JluceHky ObuIO crpaniHo. Ho MaTh TKHYyJa ero Ho-
COM, M OH MOCIYIIHO MOIIeN 3a Hel. JInucuna He 3Hana, 4to co-
BCEM HEJABHO HA 3TOM YYacTKe JIOpPOrd ObLT MOCTPOEH JOPOK-
HBII Gapbep, pa3zensionuil BcTpeuHsle nonockl. Korna Baanu
TOKa3aJIMCh OBICTPO TTPUOJIMKAIOIIUECS OTHA aBTOMOOWJIsI, OHA
noMyJasach Brepell, HO HaTKHYJIAach Ha 3TOT Oapbep. [lepenpsbir-
HYTb €ro ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO, U PeBYIIee YYyIOBUIIIE, HATHAB JIUC,
000pBaJIo MX MaJieHbKHe XU3HU. «KaxeTcs, 3anaBmi!» — ckazai
BOJUTEJIb U OTOPUEHHO CIUIIOHY. ..

Boiias B cBoI0 HatoruieHHYy0 W30y, Muxasbiu omyctui Kpo-
mka ¥ Korenka Ha non u nokopMmuil. KoteHKy Hamml MoJoka
13 nakera, a Kponuky jgan KarycrHble JIMCTbS U 3€pHO, IIPEJHA-
3HAYEHHOE I Kyp. A ITOTOM AOJITO pa3roBapuBaJl C HUMH, pac-
CKa3blBasl O HEYAABILIEMCS CBATOBCTBE, O CBOEH ITOKOMHOM KEHE,
O TOM, Kakasi oHa Obula O6ackasi, 1 Kakoy XOpOIIUil OT Hee Bce-
I71a 1Ies OyX — AyX Me4eHoro xjeda M MoJeBbIX IBETOB. 3a OK-
HaMU TEMHEJNO. B cBeTe MaIeHbKOM JIaMITbl y HATOIIEHHOM IIeYn
ObLIO Ter1o U yiIoTHO. KoTeHok TuXxoHbKO Mypiibikai, Kpomuk
meBesu yimamu. Bomeaias co aiBopa crapasi cobaka cMoTpesa
Ha MPHIIETbIEB PAaBHOAYIIHO U HE Tporaja ux. Brepeau Obuia
JONrast CHeKHas 3MMa, HO BCEM MM BMECTE OHA Ka3aJlaCh HE Ta-



Koii 1 crpamHoi. K Tomy ke Muxanbsra nmooberan, 4to rnocie
Hee 00s13aTelIbHO HACTaHeT BECHA, a 3aTeM W JKapKoe, Becesioe
JIETO.



AJlelmka

Aderika cuzen 3a MoJIeHHUIICH U TIJTaKall, pa3MasbiBas 1Mo Jiu-
Iy CJIe3bl, CHeT U Ipsi3b. [1makait ot Toro, 4To )U3Hb ObUIA MOJTHA
HECTPaBeIJIMBOCTHU. 3a YTO OTell TOOMII ero, OH TaK U He TIOHSLII.
YTpom, Korga AJerika mpocHyJICS, Mama yKe yIia Ha padoTy,
HO OTell ObLT eIlle JOMa U pacTariBal reds. [leus ropeTh He X0-
Tesa, U B 30y N30 BCeX ee Iiesield o3 eKUi cepblii 1piM. OTell
BITIOJITOJIOCA PYTAJICS, 3aXKUTas ra3eThl U 3aTAIKUBasI UX B TIOATY-
Bajio. Pyrasncs oH macTtepcku, Tak HU OJJUH MYXHK y HUX B Je-
peBHe Oosblie pyrarbes He ymell. OH Haydwics: 3Tomy Ha Jlasb-
HeM BocToke, rie koraa-To, emie 3a10Jro 10 AJIEIIKMHOTO POX-
JeHMsI, eMy MpUIUIoch padorars. O cBoel paboTe OH HHUKOTIA
He pacckasbiBajl. HaBepHo, oHa Obula cekpeTHasi, O4eHb OTBET-
CTBeHHas U BakHas. Temnepb oTell ObLT Ky3HEIIOM, HO OH YMell,
Ka3aJioCh, [IeNIaTh BCE, 32 UTO HU OpasICcsl, — PyKHU y HEro ObLIH 30-
JIOThIe, KaK TOBOPWJIA OTHOCEbuaHe. B iepeBHe emMy ObLIO CKyY-
HO, — BeJIb OH MPUBBIK K BECEJION rOpOACKON JKU3HH, a TYT, KPO-
Me peUKH M Jieca, IOWTH ObLIo HeKyda. [ToaToMy OH MHOTIA T
¥, HAMUBIIIKCh, TIeJI TPYCTHBIE U KpacuBbIe MecHU. Mama kaena
OTLIAa U MHOM Pa3 CaJWIach C HUM PSJIOM Y MOATIeBaia. AJlelKa
JIIOOWJT CITyIaTh, KaK OHU MOI0T BMECTE.

Oco0eHHO eMy HPaBWJIOCh, €CIIM BEUEPOM BIPYT OTKIIIOYA-
JIOCh MEKTPUYECTBO. Torga Mama 3aKurajia CBeuy M CTaBUIIA €€



Ha ctoi. [IpocTpaHCTBO M30BI HEOXKUAAHHO CyXkajlock. Bee co-
OUpaTUCh Y CTOJIA: POMUTEH, TIPUIIIE/IIINE U3 CBOEH OTJeTbHON
u30bl feq ¢ 6aOyIIKOi, MJIajIe cecTpeHKa ¢ OpaTtoM U cam
Anemka. CTaHOBWIOCH YIOTHO M CHOKOMHO. Yale mpocTo pas-
rOBapvBAJIM, HO WHOT/IA B3POCIIbIE TeJH, a JeTH MPOOOBAI UM
NOATIEBATh. AJIEIIKE Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO B TAKME BEYEpa €ro BCe JIo-
04T, ¥ OH TOXe BCEX JIIOOMIT ¥ TOPIMJICS CBOEH OOJIBINON, APYK-
HOW U xopoliel ceMbel. [IoaToMy OH axke paccTpauBacs, Ko-
Ia 9JIEKTPUYECTBO CHOBA BKJII0YAJIOCh. Beslb cTOMIo 3aroperhcest
JlaMIiaM, BCE CTAHOBMJIOCH OOBIYHBIM, U BCE, CJIOBHO MPOCHYB-
IIKCh, IOCKYYHEB, PACXOAMUJIUCh IO CBOUM JEJIaM. ..

Korna neus, HakoOHEII, pa3ropesach, OTell coOpacs yXOIUTh
Y TIONTPOCUJT AJIEIIIKY CBApHUTh €My KapTomiKy K ooeay. OH Jio-
OWJ TOpPSYYI0 BapeHyI0 KapTOIIKYy C TOACOTHEYHBIM MacjoM
¥ COJIBIO. AJIeIIKa KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM, BCTAJI, OJIEJICS 1 3aHSJICS XO-
39iCTBOM. Pa3OynuB Miaammx, OH IOKOPMMJI UX U CeJl AesiaTh
ypoku. B mikony Asemnika Xoaua BO BTOPYIO CMEHY M YUHIICS
¢ oxoTtoil. OH BoOOIIIe ObLT OYEeHb CIIOCOOHBIN, KaK TOBOPUJIA UX
yuutenbHuIa AHHa [TaBnoBHa.

Manenbkue Hagpka n CnaBka CHavaJla Urpajivd TUXO, HO TIO-
CTENeHHO TaK Pa30aJIoBAJIMCh U pa30eranch 1o u3oe, uro rnepe-
BEPHYJIU B Hell Bce BBEPX AHOM. AJlelke ObUTIO HEKOTIa MX OCTa-
HaByiMBaTh. OH pelani 3agauu 1o apudmMeTuke, nuca yrnpaxHe-
HUA IO PYCCKOMY SA3BIKY, YMCTHJI KAPTOLIKY M BapuJl €€ HE IUIU-



Te. Bpems oT BpeMeHU OH MOKPUKUBA Ha IATYHOB, HO OHH €70
He cnymanuch. [leds mporopena, v MpUIIIIOCh MOAOPOCHUTH B Hee
IpoB. Bckope oHa cHOBa mporopesna, HO KapTollka K TOMy Bpe-
MEHHU YK€ ycresa CBapuThCs. AJIeNKa CIIUII ¢ Hee BOYy, MOCTa-
BUJI KacTPIOJIIO HA CTOJI, HAKPBUT KPBILIKOM, a CBEPXY — CTapou
TEJIOTPENKOM.

3akpbIBaTh MEYHYI0 TPYOy €My He JOBEPSUIU, — 3TO OOBIYHO
Jenany e wim 0alyilka, HO CErOfHsI MX MOYeMy-TO He Obl-
710. MajburK NojiyMalt, OTOM OTKPBUT IeYb U pa3Melias ropsi-
e yri. OHU MepIaii ¥ IIOCTETNIEHHO Tacliv, TIOK PhIBASICh TTETI-
JioM. BoJbImx royioBelek oH He YBHEI, M KOIJIa CHHUN OTOHb
Ha YIUISAX TIorac, IIOTHO 3aKPpbuUl TPYOy. AJiellKa 4yBCTBOBAJI Ce-
Os1 B 9TOT MOMEHT OOJIBIIMM ¥ B3pociabiM. CHOBa IPUKPUKHYB
Ha pa3OIIe/IIIMXCS MAJTYHOB, OH MOMPOOOBA HaBECTH B U30e
XOTb KaKOW-TO MOPSIIOK. 32 STUM 3aHATUEM €r0 U 3acTajl OTell.

Boiins B n30y M yBU/IeB YUYMHEHHBIN Pa3rpoM, OTell paccep-
JWJICA, a TaK KaK OH C yTpa OOpOJICS C KeJaHWEeM BBIUTh, €r0
pazapaxeHue NePenuIo B HACTOAIIYIO 3JI0CTh. 3JI0CTh BbUIAJIACH
Ha CTapIIero u3 JeTei, KOTOpblid, K TOMY ke, 0e3 CIpocy 3a-
KPBUI euHyIo TpyOy. B xon moren pemens, 1 TOIBKO KOTra pe-
BYIIMI AJIelIKa BRIPBAJICS U yOeKall Ha YITUILY, OTITY CTaJIO CThI/I-
HO. Muiajimme eTH UCIYraHHO Xayuch B yriiy. OH MomnbiTai-
Cs1 YCIIOKOUTh MX, IMOTOM BBIIIEN Ha YJIMIlYy M MO3Bajl ChiHA. TOT
He men. Oter| BepHyJcs B W30y, Haiea 3a00TIMBO HAKPBITYIO



rOpsTYYI0 KapTOIIKY, [TOeJI CaM U MOMpoOOBaj MOKOPMUTh MIIA/I-
mmmx. Te, Bce elle nepenyraHHble, He keaam ectb. OH oaencs,
BBIITIEST HA YJIMILY U C JOCAJIbl BMECTO Pa0OThI OTITPABUIICS K Ma-
ra3vHy Ha Kpaio JepeBHU. TaM y Hero Haluimch rnpusrteau. Beko-
pe BOIKA yTelllnsia ero BO BCEX HENPUSATHOCTSX, — U Telepelll-
HUX, U CTYYUBLIMXCS JaBHBIM-JABHO.
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