


 
 
 

Frederick  Gray
Extract from a Sermon Delivered

at the Bulfinch-Street Church,
Boston, Jan. 9, 1853, the Sunday

Following the Interment of
the Late Amos Lawrence

 
 

http://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=25448516
Extract from a Sermon Delivered at the Bulfinch-Street Church, Boston, Jan.

9, 1853, the Sunday Following the Interment of the Late Amos Lawrence:



 
 
 

Содержание
THE GOOD MAN 5
Конец ознакомительного фрагмента. 8



 
 
 

Frederick T. Gray
Extract from a Sermon

Delivered at the Bulfinch-
Street Church, Boston,

Jan. 9, 1853, the Sunday
Following the Interment of
the Late Amos Lawrence

The text of the Sermon, from which the following extract
was taken, was the seventh verse of the second chapter of Paul's
Second Epistle to Timothy: "Consider what I say; and the Lord
give thee understanding in all things."

After contrasting the views and maxims of the worldly-
minded with those of the Christian, and stating the claims of
the Young Men's Christian Union, the Discourse closed with the
following tribute to the character and memory of one who was
the early patron and devoted friend of that Society.



 
 
 

 
THE GOOD MAN

 
Among the warmest friends of the Young Men's Christian

Union was one, whose departure from among us this community
has recently been called to mourn,  – one who was beloved
by all who knew him; whose wide, expansive benevolence and
Christian charity won the admiration of those of every name and
sect; who so truly loved the Saviour, and was so truly baptized
into his spirit, the spirit of divine and heavenly love, that he
became through it his blessed messenger; so that all rejoiced who
came within his influence, as "he went about doing good," ready
to take each believer by the hand, saying, "One is our master,
even Christ, and all ye are brethren."

As we saw him on his errands of mercy, just on the verge of
threescore years and ten, how, as his benignant smile beamed
upon us, did he remind us of "the disciple Jesus loved;" who,
when so feeble from the infirmities of age, could only say, in
addressing the people, "Little children, love one another"! That
smile, shadowing forth a happy Christian spirit within, was a
benediction indeed, when it beamed upon us! May it prove an
incentive to us, to show our love to God in our love to man, which
was the whole tenor of his example; remembering that "by this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples," not in any name ye
may adopt, or church ye may join, but "in your love one toward
another."



 
 
 

Long has it been my privilege to know this good man. In a
letter to me a few days before his death, he signed himself "A
friend of long years past." Yes! he was an old friend to me, and,
as I well know, a long-tried friend to the poor, the forsaken, and
suffering, as he was also a friend to those "whom the Saviour took
in his arms and blessed;" for he was always ready and rejoiced
to do what he could, that the lambs of the flock and the children
of the destitute might be instructed from the Word of God, "and
made wise unto everlasting life."

This love was seen not merely in kind words and good
thoughts, but in benevolent action: he was an active Christian.
How did my young heart feel this twenty-five years ago, when
among a little band of Sabbath-school teachers who were
laboring at the northerly section of our city, instructing the
children of the less-favored and the poor; at a time when
our hearts were sad, and almost discouraged; when we were
endeavoring to awaken a deeper and wider interest, by inviting
the parents and friends to come in and see us. How cheerfully, at
our invitation, did he come to the first examination of the school,
and encourage us by his presence, his words, and his gifts; and
when those little ones, many from the abodes of poverty and
want, repeated their sweet hymns, how did the tears course down
that good man's cheeks, causing him to say, as he pressed my
hand, "This is a beautiful sight, and one I cannot witness without
tears"!

Never shall I forget those words, nor the thoughts which



 
 
 

at that time they suggested. Is there any thing more delightful
(such was our thought) than to witness a man engaged in a
large and extensive business, a man of wealth and influence,
coming down and mingling freely and kindly with a band of
humble Sunday-school teachers, – an act inspiring them with new
courage and hope, at a moment when, from the cold indifference
and opposition then existing towards these institutions, both heart
and hope had begun to fail us, and the school itself was well nigh
being closed. If he had done nothing else, this humble Christian
act should be a standing monument to his memory; for it was
from this school, thus encouraged and sustained, that arose one
of the noblest charities that has ever blessed the world,  – the
Ministry at Large.
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