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The Declaration of Independence
of The United States of America

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume, among the Powers
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty,
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is



the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath
shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide
new Guards for their future security. —Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of



large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the
right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to
them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause
others to be elected; whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable
of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither



swarms of

Officers to harass our People, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for
any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by
Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in
a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at
once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our



Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all cases
whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his
Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign
mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy of the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose
character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant,
is unfit to be the ruler of a free People.



Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren.
We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their
legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We
have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind,
Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of
these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with
a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we



mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our
sacred Honor.



The United States Bill of Rights

The Ten Original Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States

Passed by Congress September 25, 1789

Ratified December 15, 1791

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.

I

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall
not be infringed.

I1I

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house,



without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law.

IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

\Y%

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law;
nor shall private property be taken for public use without just
compensation.



VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right
to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State
and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to
be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the
assistance of counsel for his defense.

VII

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved,
and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in
any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the
common law.

VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.



IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to
the States respectively, or to the people.



JFK's Inaugural Address,
January 20, 1961, 12:11 EST

We observe today not a victory of party but a
celebration of freedom. . . symbolizing an end as well as a
beginning. . .signifying renewal as well as change for I have sworn
before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forbears
prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters ago.

The world is very different now, for man holds in his mortal
hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all
forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for
which our forbears fought are still at issue around the globe. . .the
belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the
state but from the hand of God. We dare not forget today that
we are the heirs of that first revolution.

Let the word go forth from this time and place. . .to friend and
foe alike. . . that the torch has been passed to a new generation of
Americans. . . born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined
by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage. . .and
unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human
rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to
which we are committed today. . .at home and around the world.

Let every nation know. . .whether it wishes us well or ill. . .
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship,



support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the
success of liberty. This much we pledge. . .and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we
share: we pledge the loyalty of faithful friends. United. . .there
is little we cannot do in a host of co-operative ventures.
Divided. . .there is little we can do. . .for we dare not meet
a powerful challenge, at odds, and split asunder. To those new
states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free: we pledge
our word that one form of colonial control shall not have passed
away merely to be replaced by a far more iron tyranny. We
shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But
we shall always hope to find them strongly supporting their own
freedom. . .and to remember that. . .in the past. . .those who
foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up
inside. To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe
struggling to break the bonds of mass misery: we pledge our
best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period
is required. . .not because the Communists may be doing it, not
because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a free
society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the
few who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border: we offer a special
pledge. . . to convert our good words into good deeds. . .in a new
alliance for progress . . .to assist free men and free governments
in casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution
of hope cannot become the prey of hostile powers. Let all our



neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression
or subversion anywhere in the Americas. . .and let every other
power know that this hemisphere intends to remain the master
of its own house.

To that world assembly of sovereign states: the United
Nations. . . our last best hope in an age where the instruments of
war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our
pledge of support. . .to prevent it from becoming merely a forum
for invective. . .to strengthen its shield of the new and the weak. . .
and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run.

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our
adversaries, we offer not a pledge but a request: that both sides
begin anew the quest for peace; before the dark powers of
destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned
or accidental self-destruction. We dare not tempt them with
weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond doubt
can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.
But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take
comfort from our present course. . .both sides overburdened by
the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady
spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain
balance of terror that stays the hand of Mankind's final war.

So let us begin anew. . .remembering on both sides that civility
is not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to
proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to
negotiate. Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead



of belaboring those problems which divide us. Let both sides,
for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the
inspection and control of arms. . .and bring the absolute power
to destroy other nations under the absolute control of all nations.
Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of
its terrors. Together let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts,
eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and encourage the arts
and commerce. Let both sides unite to heed in all corners of the
earth the command of Isaiah. . .to "undo the heavy burdens. . .
let the oppressed go free."

And if a beachhead of co-operation may push back the jungle
of suspicion. . . let both sides join in creating not a new balance of
power. . . but a new world of law. . .where the strong are just. . .
and the weak secure. . .and the peace preserved. . . .

All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor
will it be finished in the first one thousand days. . . nor in the life
of this administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this
planet. But let us begin.

In your hands, my fellow citizens. . .more than mine. . .will
rest the final success or failure of our course. Since this country
was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned
to give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young
Americans who answered the call to service surround the globe.
Now the trumpet summons us again. . . not as a call to bear
arms, though arms we need. . .not as a call to battle. . . though
embattled we are. . .but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight



struggle. . .year in and year out, rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation. . .a struggle against the common enemies of man:
tyranny. . .poverty. . .disease. . .and war itself. Can we forge
against these enemies a grand and global alliance. . .North and
South. . . East and West. . .that can assure a more fruitful life for
all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?

In the long history of the world, only a few generations
have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of
maximum danger; I do not shrink from this responsibility. . .I
welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places
with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the
faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve it. . .and the glow from that fire can
truly light the world.

And so, my fellow Americans. . .ask not what your country
can do for you. . .ask what you can do for your country. My fellow
citizens of the world. . .ask not what America will do for you,
but what together we can do for the Freedom of Man.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the
world, ask of us here the same high standards of strength and
sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only
sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds; let us go
forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help,
but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own.



Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, given
November 19, 1863 on the battlefield
near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, USA

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon
this continent a new nation: conceived in liberty, and dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war. . .testing whether
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated. . . can
long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war.

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that this nation
might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do
this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate. . .we cannot
consecrate. . . we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it, far above
our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor
long remember, what we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here.

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us. . .that from these honored dead



we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the
last full measure of devotion. . . that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain. . . that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom. . . and that government
of the people. . .by the people. . .for the people. . . shall not perish
from this earth.



THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, 1787

We the people of the United States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.



Article 1

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist
of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be
composed of Members chosen every second Year by the
People of the several States, and the electors in each State
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most
numerous branch of the State legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have
attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a
citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be
an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned
among the several States which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole number of free Persons,
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after
the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as
they shall by law Direct. The number of Representatives shall
not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall



have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey
four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.
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[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.
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Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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