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Edmund Burke
Selections from the

Speeches and Writings
of Edmund Burke

INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

"Id dico, eum qui sit orator, virum bonum esse oportere. In
omnibus quae dicit tanta auctoritas inest, ut dissentire pudeat;
nec advocati studium, sed testis aut judicis afferat fidem."
Quintilianus.

"Democracy is the most monstrous of all governments,
because it is impossible at once to act and control; and,
consequently, the Sovereign Power is then left without any
restraint whatever. That form of government is the best which
places the efficient direction in the hands of the aristocracy,
subjecting them in its exercise to the control of the people at
large."—Sir James Mackintosh.




The intellectual homage of more than half a century
has assigned to Edmund Burke a lofty pre-eminence in the
aristocracy of mind, and we may justly assume succeeding ages
will confirm the judgment which the Past has thus pronounced.
His biographical history is so popularly known, that it is almost
superfluous to record it in this brief introduction. It may,
however, be summed up in a few sentences. He was born
at Dublin in 1730. His father was an attorney in extensive
practice, and his mother's maiden name was Nogle, whose
family was respectable, and resided near Castletown, Roche,
where Burke himself received five years of boyish education
under the guidance of a rustic schoolmaster. He was entered at
Trinity College, Dublin, in 1746, but only remained there until
1749. In 1753 he became a member of the Middle Temple,
and maintained himself chiefly by literary toil. Bristol did itself
the honour to elect him for her representative in 1774, and
after years of splendid usefulness and mental triumph, as an
orator, statesman, and patriot, he retired to his favourite retreat,
Beaconsfield, in Buckinghamshire, where he died on July 9th,
1797. He was buried here; and the pilgrim who visits the grave
of this illustrious man, when he gazes on the simple tomb which
marks the earthly resting place of himself, brother, son, and
widow, may feelingly recall his own pathetic wish uttered some



forty years before, in London:—"I would rather sleep in the
southern corner of a little country churchyard, than in the tomb
of the Capulets. I should like, however, that my dust should
mingle with kindred dust. The good old expression, 'family
burying-ground,' has something pleasing in it, at least to me."
Alluding to his approaching dissolution, he thus speaks, in a
letter addressed to a relative of his earliest schoolmaster:—"1
have been at Bath these four months for no purpose, and am
therefore to be removed to my own house at Beaconsfield to-
morrow, to be nearer a habitation more permanent, humbly
and fearfully hoping that my better part may find a better
mansion.” It is a source of deep thankfulness for those who
reverence the genius and eloquence of this great man, to state,
that Burke's religion was that of the Cross, and to find him
speaking of the "Intercession" of our Redeeming Lord, as "what
he had long sought with unfeigned anxiety, and to which he
looked with trembling hope." The commencing paragraph in
his Will also authenticates the genuine character of his personal
Christianity. "According to the ancient, good, and laudable
custom, of which my heart and understanding recognise the
propriety, | BEQUEATH MY SOUL TO GOD, HOPING FOR
HIS MERCY ONLY THROUGH THE MERITS OF OUR
LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. My body I desire
to be buried in the church of Beaconsfield, near to the bodies
of my dearest brother, and my dearest son, in all humility
praying, that as we have lived in perfect unity together, we



may together have part in the resurrection of the just." (In
the "Epistolary Correspondence of the Right Hon. Edmund
Burke and Dr. French Laurence", Rivingtons, London, 1827),
are several touching allusions to that master-grief which threw
a mournful shadow over the closing period of Burke's life. In
one letter the anxious father says, "The fever continues much
as it was. He sleeps in a very uneasy way from time to time?-
but his strength decays visibly, and his voice is, in a manner,
gone. But God is all-sufficient—and surely His goodness and his
mother's prayers may do much" (page 30). Again, in another
communication addressed to his revered correspondent, we find
a beautiful allusion to his departed son, which involves his belief
in that most soothing doctrine of the Church,—a recognition
of souls in the kingdom of the Beatified. "Here I am in the
last retreat of hunted infirmity; I am indeed 'aux abois.' But, as
through the whole of a various and long life I have been more
indebted than thankful to Providence, so I am now singularly so,
in being dismissed, as hitherto I appear to be, so gently from
life, AND SENT TO FOLLOW THOSE WHO IN COURSE
OUGHT TO HAVE FOLLOWED ME, WHOM, I TRUST, I
SHALL YET, IN SOME INCONCEIVABLE MANNER, SEE
AND KNOW; AND BY WHOM I SHALL BE SEEN AND
KNOWN" (pages 53, 54).

In reference to the intellectual grandeur, the eloquent genius,
and prophetic wisdom of Burke, which have caused his writings
to become oracles for future statesmen to consult, it is quite



unnecessary for contemporary criticism to speak. By the
concurring judgment, both of political friends and foes, as
well as by the highest arbiters of taste throughout the civilized
world, Burke has been pronounced, not only "primus inter
pares," but "facile omnium princeps.” At the termination of
these introductory remarks, the reader will be presented with
critical portraitures of Burke from the writings and speeches of
men, who, while opposed to him in their principles of legislative
policy, with all the chivalry and candour of genius paid a noble
homage to the vastness and variety of his unrivalled powers.
Meanwhile, it may not be presumptuous for a writer, on an
occasion like the present, to contemplate this great man under
certain aspects, which, perhaps, are not sufficiently regarded
in their DISTINCTIVE bearings on the worth and wisdom
of his character and writings. We say "distinctive," because
the eloquence of Burke, beyond that of all other orators and
statesmen which Great Britain has produced, is featured with
expressions, and characterised by qualities, as peculiar as they
are immortal. So far as invention, imagination, moral fervour,
and metaphorical richness of illustration, combined with that
intense "pathos and ethos," which the Roman critic describes
("Huc igitur incumbat orator: hoc opus ejus, hic labor est;
sine quo caetera nuda, jejuna, infirma, ingrata sunt: adeo velut
spiritus operis hujus atque animus est IN AFFECTIBUS. Horum
autem, sicut antiquitus traditum accepimus, duae sunt species:
alteram Graeci pathos vocant, quem nos vertentes recte ac



proprie AFFECTUM dicimus; alteram ethos, cujus nomine (ut
ego quidem sentio) caret sermo Romanus, mores appellantur."—
Quintilian, "Instit. Orat." lib. vi. cap. 2.) as essential to the
true orator, are concerned, the author of "Reflections on the
French Revolution," and "Letters on a Regicide Peace," is justly
admired and appreciated. Moreover, if what we understand by
the "sublime" in eloquence has ever been embodied, the speeches
and writings of Burke appear to have been drawn from those five
sources ("pegai") to which Longinus alludes. In the 8th chapter
of his fragment "On the Sublime," he observes, that if we assume
an ability for speaking well, as a common basis, there are five
copious fountains from whence sublimity in eloquence may be
said to flow; viz.

1. Boldness and grandeur of thought.

2. The pathetic, or the power of exciting the passions into an
enthusiastic reach and noble degree.

3. A skilful application of figures, both from sentiment and
language.

4. A graceful, finished, and ornate style, embellished by tropes
and metaphors.

5. Lastly, as that which completes all the rest,—the structure
of periods, in dignity and grandeur.

These five sources of the sublime, the same philosophical
critic distinguishes into two classes; the first two he asserts
to be gifts of nature, and the remaining three are considered
to depend, in a great measure, upon literature and art. Again,



if we may linger for a moment in the attractive region
of classical authorship, how justly applicable are the words
of Cicero in his "De Oratore," to the vastness and variety
of Burke's attainments! "Ac mea quidem sententia, nemo
poterit esse omni laude cumulatus orator, nisi erit OMNIUM
RERUM MAGNARUM ATQUE ARTIUM SCIENTIAM
CONSECUTUS."—Cic. "De Orat." lib. 1. cap. 6. Equally
descriptive of Burke's power in raising the dormant sensibilities
of our moral nature by his intuitive perception of what that
nature really and fundamentally is, are the following expressions
of the same great authority:—"Quis enim nescit, maximam
vim existere oratoris, in hominum mentibus vel ad iram
aut ad odium, aut dolorem incitandis, vel, ab hisce, iisdem
permonitionibus, ad lenitatem misericordiamque revocandis?
Quare, NISI QUI NATURAS HOMINUM, VIMQUE
OMNEM HUMANITATIS, CAUSASQUE EAS QUIBUS
MENTES AUT EXCITANTUR, AUT REFLECTUNTUR,
PENITUS PERSPEXERIT, DICENDO, QUOD VOLET,
PERFICERE NON POTERIT."—Cic. "De Orat." lib. 1. cap. 12.

But to return. If a critical analysis of Burke, as an exhibition
of genius, be attempted, his characteristic endowments may,
probably, be not incorrectly represented by the following
succinct statement.

1. Endless variety in connection with exhaustless vigour of
mind.

2. A lofty power of generalisation, both in speculative views



and in his argumentative process.

3. Vivid intensity of conception, which caused abstractions
to stand out with almost living force and visible feature, in his
impassioned moments.

4. An imagination of oriental luxuriance, whose incessant
play in tropes, metaphors, and analogies, frequently causes
his speeches to gleam on the intellectual eye, as Aeschylus
says the ocean does, when the Sun irradiates its bosom with
the "anerithmon gelasma" of countless beams. 5. His positive
acquirements in all the varied realms of art, science, and
literature, endowed him with such vast funds of knowledge (In
the wealth of his multitudinous acquirements, Burke seems to
realise Cicero's ideal of what a perfect orator should know:
—"Equidem omnia, quae pertinent ad usum civium, morem
hominum, quae versantur in consuetudine vitae, in ratione
reipublicae, in hac societate civili, in sensu hominum communi,
in natura, in moribus, co hendenda esse oratori puto."—Cicero
"De Orat." lib. ii. cap. 16.), that Johnson declared of Burke
—"Enter upon what subject you will, and Burke is ready to meet
you."

6. In addition to these high gifts, may be added, an ability
to wield the weapons of sarcasm and irony, with a keenness
of application and effect rarely equalled. But, in all candour, it
may be added, that just as a profusion of figures and metaphors
sometimes tempted this great orator into incongruous images
and coarse analogies, so his passion for irony was occasionally



too intense. Hence, there are occasions where his pungency is
embittered into acrimony, strength degenerates into vulgarism,
and the vehemence of satire is infuriated with the fierceness of
invective.

7. With regard to language and style, it may be truly said, they
were the absolute vassals of his Genius, and did homage to its
command in every possible mode by which it chose to employ
them. Thus, in his "Letters on a Regicide Peace," and above
all, in "French Revolutions," the reader will find almost every
conceivable manner of style and mode of expression the English
language can develop; and what is more,—together with classical
richness, there are also the pointed seriousness and persuasive
simplicity of our own vernacular Saxon, which increase the
attractions of Burke's style to a wonderful extent. But, beyond
controversy, among these great endowments, the imaginative
faculty is that which appears to be the most transcendent in the
mental constitution of Burke. And so truly is this the case, that
both among his contemporaries, as well as among his successors,
this predominance of imagination has caused his just claims as
a philosophic thinker and statesman to be partially overlooked.
The union of ideal theory and practical realisation, of imaginative
creation with logical induction, is indeed so rare, we cannot
be surprised at the injustice which the genius of Burke has
had to endure in this respect. And yet, in the nature of our
faculties themselves, there exists no necessity why a vivid power
to conceive ideas, should NOT be combined with a dialectic skill



in expressing them. Degerando, an admirable French writer, in
one of his Treatises, has some profound observations on this
subject; and does not hesitate to define poetry itself as a species
of "logique cachee."

But when we assert that these excellencies, which have thus
been succinctly exhibited, characterise the mental constitution
of Burke, we do not mean that others have not, in their degree,
possessed similar endowments. Such an inference would be
an absurd extravagance. But what we mean to affirm is—the
qualifications enumerated have never been combined into co-
operative harmony, and developed in proportionable effect, as
they appear in the speeches and writings of this wonderful man.
But after all, we have not reached what may be considered a
peerless excellence, the peculiar gift,—the one great and glorious
distinction, which separates Burke's oratory from that of all
others, and which has caused his speeches to be blended with
political History, and to incorporate themselves with the moral
destiny of Europe,—namely, HIS INTUITIVE PERCEPTION
OF UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLES. The truth of this statement
may be verified, by comparing the eloquence of Burke with
specimens of departed orators; or by a reference to existing
standards in the parliamentary debates. Compared, then, either
with the speeches of Chatham, Holland, Pitt, Fox, etc. etc.,
we perceive at once the grand distinction to which we refer.
These illustrious men were effective debaters, and, in various
senses, orators of surpassing excellency. But how is it, that with



all their allowed grandeur of intellect and political eminence,
they have ceased to operate upon the hearts and minds of the
present Age, either as teachers of political Truth, or oracles of
legislative Wisdom? Simply, BECAUSE they were too popular
in temporary effect, ever to become influential by permanent
inspiration. In their highest moods, and amid their noblest hours
of triumph, they were "of the earth earthy." Party; personality;
crushing rejoinders, or satirical attacks; a felicitous exposure
of inconsistency, or a triumphant self-vindication; brilliant
repartees, and logical gladiatorship,—such are among the
prominent characteristics which caused parliamentary debates
in Burke's day to be so animating and interesting to those
who heard, or perused them, amid the excitements of the
hour. It is not to be denied that commanding eloquence, vast
genius, political ardour, intellectual enthusiasm, together with
indignant denunciation and argumentative subtlety, were thus
summoned into exercise by the perils of the Nation, and the
contentions of Party. Nevertheless, the local, the temporal, the
conventional, and the individual, in all which relates to the
science of politics or the tactics of partisanship,—are sufficient
to excite and employ the energies and qualities which made the
general parliamentary debates of Burke's period so captivating.
But when we revert to his own speeches and writings, we at
once perceive WHY, as long as the mind can comprehend what
is true, the heart appreciate what is pure, or the conscience
authenticate the sanction of heaven and the distinctions between



right and wrong,—Edmund Burke will continue to be admired,
revered, and consulted, not only as the greatest of English
orators, but as the profoundest teacher of political Science. It
was not that he despised the arrangement of facts, or overlooked
the minutiae of detail; on the contrary, as may be proved by
his speeches on "economical reform," and Warren Hastings;
in these respects his research was boundless, and his industry
inexhaustible. Moreover, he was quite alive to the claims of a
crisis, and with the coolness and calm of a practical statesman,
knew how to confront a sudden emergency, and to contend with
a gigantic difficulty. Yet all these qualifications recede before
Burke's amazing power of expanding particulars into universals,
and of associating the accidents of a transient discussion with
the essential properties of some permanent Law in policy, or
abstract Truth in morals. His genius looked through the local
to the universal; in the temporal perceived the eternal; and
while facing the features of the Individual, was enabled to
contemplate the attributes of a Race. (Cicero, in many respects
a counterpart of Burke, both in statesmanship and oratory,
appears to recognise what is here expressed when he says:
—"Plerique duo genera ad dicendum dederunt; UNUM DE
CERTA DEFINITAQUE CAUSA, quales sunt quae in litibus,
quae in deliberationibus versantur;—alterum, quod appellant
omnes fere scriptores, explicat nemo, INFINITAM GENERIS
SINE TEMPORE, ET SINE PERSONA quaestionem."—"De
Orat." lib. ii. cap. 15.) Hence his speeches are virtual prophecies;



and his writings a storehouse of pregnant axioms and predictive
enunciations, as limitless in their range as they are undying in
duration. In one word, no speeches delivered in the English
Parliament, are so likely to be eternalized as Burke's, because
he has combined with his treatment of some especial case or
contingency before him, the assertion of immutable Principles,
which can be detached from what is local and national, and thus
made to stand forth alone in all the naked grandeur of their truth
and their tendency. Let us be permitted to investigate this topic
a little further. If, then, what Quintilian asserted of the Roman
orator may be applied to our own British Cicero,—"Ille se
profecisse sciat, cui Cicero valde placebit;" and if, moreover, this
pre-eminence be chiefly discovered in Burke's instinctive grasp
of that moral essence which is incorporated with all questions of
political Science, and social Ethics—from WHENCE came this
diviner energy of his Genius? No believer in Christian revelation
will hesitate to appropriate, even to this subject, the apostolic
axiom, "EVERY good gift, and EVERY perfect gift is from
above." But while we subscribe with reverential sincerity to this
announcement, it is equally true, that the Infinite Inspirer of all
good adjusts His secret energies by certain laws, and condescends
to work by analogous means. Bearing this in mind, we venture to
think Burke's gift of almost prescient insight into the recesses of
our common nature, and his consummate faculty of instructing
the Future through the medium of the Present,—were partly
derived from the elevation of his sentiments, and the purity of



his private life. (The action and reaction maintained between
our moral and intellectual elements is but remotely discussed
by Quintilian in his "Institutes." But still, in more than one
passage, he most impressively declares, that mental proficiency
is greatly retarded by perversity of heart and will. For instance,
on one occasion we find him speaking thus:—"Nihil enim est
tam occupatum, tam multiforme, tot ac tam variis affectibus
concisum, atque laceratum, quam mala ac improba mens. Quis
inter haec, literis, aut ulli bonae arti, locus? Non hercle magis
quam frugibus, in terra sentibus ac rubis occupata."—"Nothing
1s so flurried and agitated, so self-contradictory, or so violently
rent and shattered by conflicting passions, as a bad heart. In
the distractions which it produces, what room is there for the
cultivation of letters, or the pursuits of any honourable art?
Assuredly, no more than there is for the growth of corn in a
field overrun with thorns and brambles.") It would be unwise
to draw invidious comparisons, but no student of the period
in which Burke was in Parliament, can deny that, compared
with SOME of his illustrious contemporaries, he was indeed a
model of what reason and conscience alike approve in all the
relative duties and personal conduct of a man, when beheld in
his domestic career. It is, indeed, a source of deep thankfulness,
the admirer of Burke's genius in public, has no reason to blush
for his character in private; and that when we have listened to
his matchless oratory upon the arena of the House of Commons,
we have not to mourn over dissipation, impurity, and depravity



amid the circles of private history. Our theory, then, is, that
beyond what his distinctive genius inspired, Burke's wondrous
power of enunciating everlasting principles and of associating
the loftiest abstractions of wisdom with the commonest themes
of the hour,—was sustained and strengthened by the purity of
his heart, and the subjection of passion to the law of conscience.
And if the worshippers of mere intellect, apart from, or as
opposed to, moral elevation, are inclined to ridicule this view
of Burke's genius, we beg to remind them, that "One greater
than the Temple" of mortal Wisdom, and all the idols enshrined
therein, has asserted a positive connection to exist between
mental insight and moral purity. We allude to the Redeemer's
words, when He declares,—"If any man WILLS to do His
will, he shall KNOW of the doctrine." HOW the passions act
upon our perceptions, and by what process the motions of the
Will elevate or depress the forces of the Intellect, is beyond
our metaphysics to analyse. But that there exists a real, active,
and influential connection between our moral and mental life,
is undeniable: and since Burke's power of seizing the essential
Idea, or fundamental Principle of every complex detail which
came before him, was pre-eminently his gift,—the intellectual
insight such gift developed, was not only an expression of
senatorial wisdom, but also a witness for the elevation of his
moral character. We must now allude to the public conduct of
Burke, as a Statesman and Politician, and only regret the limited
range of a popular essay confines us to one view, namely, his



alleged inconsistency. There WAS a period when charges of
apostasy were brought against him with reckless audacity: but
Time, the instructor of ignorance, and the subduer of prejudice,
is now beginning to place the conduct of Burke in its true light.
The facts of the case are briefly these. Up to the period of
1791, Fox and Burke fought in the same rank of opposition, and
stood together upon a basis of complete identity in principle and
sentiment. But even before the celebrated disruption of 1791,
the progress of Republicanism in America, and the approaching
separation of the colonies from their parent state, Burke's views
of political liberty had received extensive modifications; and the
ardour of his confidence in the so-called friends of freedom
had been greatly cooled. But in 1791, the disruption between
Burke and Fox became open, absolute, and final, when the
latter statesman uttered, in the hearing of his friend, this fearful
eulogium on the French Revolution:—"The new constitution of
France is the most stupendous and glorious edifice of liberty
which had been erected on the foundation of human integrity
in any age or country!" (That ancient Sage unto whose political
wisdom frequent reference has been made in this essay, thus
speaks on the reverence due unto an existing government, even
when contemplated from its weakest side:—"Formidable as
these arguments seem, they may be opposed by others of not less
weight; arguments which prove that even the rust of government
is to be respected, and that its fabric is never to be touched but
with a fearful and trembling hand. When the evil of persevering



in hereditary institutions is small, it ought always to be endured,
because the evil of departing from them is certainly very great.
Slight imperfections, therefore, whether in the laws themselves,
or in those who administer and execute the laws, ought always
to be overlooked, because they cannot be corrected without
occasioning a much greater mischief, and tending to weaken that
reverence which the safety of all governments requires that the
citizens at large should entertain, cultivate, and cherish for the
hereditary institutions of their country. The comparison drawn
from the improvement of arts does not apply to the amendment
of laws. To change or improve an art, and to alter or amend a
law, are things as dissimilar in their operation as different in their
tendency; for laws operate as practical principles of moral action;
and, like all the rules of morality, derive their force and efficacy,
as even the name imports, from the customary repetition of
habitual acts, and the slow operation of time. Every alteration
of the laws, therefore, tends to subvert that authority on which
the persuasive agency of all laws is founded, and to abridge,
weaken, and destroy the power of the law itself."—Aristotle's
"Politics.") The reply of Burke to this burst of Jacobinism, with
all its consequences in the political history of Europe, is far too
well known to be quoted here. But, since it was at this point
in the career of Burke the charge of apostasy was commenced,
and which has never quite died away, even in existing times, we
may be permitted, first, to cite a noble passage from Burke's
self-vindication; and secondly, to adduce a still more impressive



evidence of his political rectitude and wisdom, derived from
the admission of those who were once his uncompromising
opponents. In relation to the attacks of Fox upon his supposed
inconsistency, Mr. Burke thus replies:—

" pass to the next head of charge,—Mr. Burke's
inconsistency. It is certainly a great aggravation of his fault in
embracing false opinions, that in doing so he is not supposed to
fill up a void, but that he is guilty of a dereliction of opinions
that are true and laudable. This is the great gist of the charge
against him. It is not so much that he is wrong in his book (that
however is alleged also), as that he has therein belied his whole
life. I believe, if he could venture to value himself upon anything,
it is on the virtue of consistency that he would value himself the
most. Strip him of this, and you leave him naked indeed.

"In the case of any man who had written something, and
spoken a great deal, upon very multifarious matter, during
upwards of twenty-five years' public service, and in as great
a variety of important events as perhaps have ever happened
in the same number of years, it would appear a little hard, in
order to charge such a man with inconsistency, to see collected
by his friend, a sort of digest of his sayings, even to such as
were merely sportive and jocular. This digest, however, has
been made, with equal pains and partiality, and without bringing
out those passages of his writings which might tend to show
with what restrictions any expressions, quoted from him, ought
to have been understood. From a great statesman he did not



quite expect this mode of inquisition. If it only appeared in
the works of common pamphleteers, Mr. Burke might safely
trust to his reputation. When thus urged, he ought, perhaps,
to do a little more. It shall be as little as possible, for I hope
not much is wanting. To be totally silent on his charges would
not be respectful to Mr. Fox. Accusations sometimes derive a
weight from the persons who make them, to which they are not
entitled for their matter. "A man who, among various objects
of his equal regard, is secure of some, and full of anxiety for
the fate of others, is apt to go to much greater lengths in his
preference of the objects of his immediate solicitude than Mr.
Burke has ever done. A man so circumstanced often seems to
undervalue, to vilify, almost to reprobate and disown, those that
are out of danger. This is the voice of nature and truth, and not
of inconsistency and false pretence. The danger of anything very
dear to us removes, for the moment, every other affection from
the mind. When Priam had his whole thoughts employed on the
body of his Hector, he repels with indignation, and drives from
him with a thousand reproaches, his surviving sons, who with
an officious piety crowded about him to offer their assistance.
A good critic (there is no better than Mr. Fox) would say, that
this is a master-stroke, and marks a deep understanding of nature
in the father of poetry. He would despise a Zoilus, who would
conclude from this passage that Homer meant to represent this
man of affliction as hating, or being indifferent and cold in his
affections to the poor relics of his house, or that he preferred a



dead carcass to his living children.

"Mr. Burke does not stand in need of an allowance of this
kind, which, if he did, by candid critics ought to be granted to
him. If the principles of a mixed constitution be admitted, he
wants no more to justify to consistency everything he has said
and done during the course of a political life just touching to its
close. I believe that gentleman has kept himself more clear of
running into the fashion of wild, visionary theories, or of seeking
popularity through every means, than any man perhaps ever did
in the same situation.

"He was the first man who, on the hustings, at a popular
election, rejected the authority of instructions from constituents;
or who, in any place, has argued so fully against it. Perhaps
the discredit into which that doctrine of compulsive instructions
under our constitution is since fallen, may be due, in a great
degree, to his opposing himself to it in that manner, and on that
occasion.

"The reformers in representation, and the Bills for shortening
the duration of Parliaments, he uniformly and steadily opposed
for many years together, in contradiction to many of his best
friends. These friends, however, in his better days, when they had
more to hope from his service and more to fear from his loss than
now they have, never chose to find any inconsistency between
his acts and expressions in favour of liberty, and his votes on
those questions. But there is a time for all things." We need not,
however, confine our vindication of Burke to his own eloquence,



but invite the especial attention of his accusers and defamers unto
two forgotten facts: 1st. A few weeks before Fox died, he dictated
a despatch to Lord Yarmouth, which confirmed all the policy for
which Pitt for fifteen years had contended: moreover, in a debate
on Wyndham's "Military System," 1806, Fox thus delivered his
own recantation:—"Indeed, by the circumstances of Europe, I
AMREADY TO CONFESS I HAVE BEEN WEANED FROM
THE OPINIONS I FORMERLY HELD WITH RESPECT
TO THE FORCE WHICH MIGHT SUFFICE IN TIME OF
PEACE: nor do I consider this any inconsistency, because I
see no rational prospect of any peace, which would exempt
us from the necessity of watchful preparation and powerful
establishment." But the change of Fox's opinions, and their
similarity to those maintained by Pitt, with reference to our war
with France, are by no means ALL which history can produce
in justification of Burke's political wisdom and consistency. The
whole civilized world has read the "Reflections on the French
Revolution," whose sale, in one year, achieved the enormous
number of 30,000 copies, in connection with medals or marks
of honour from almost every Court in Europe. Now, of all the
replies made to this masterpiece of reasoning and reflection,
Mackintosh's "Vindiciae Gallicae" was incontestably the ablest
and profoundest. And yet, the greatest of all his intellectual
opponents thus addresses Burke, as appears from "Memoirs" of
Mackintosh, volume i. page 87:—"The enthusiasm with which I
once embraced the instruction conveyed in your writings is now



ripened into solid conviction by the experience and conviction
of more mature age. For a time, SEDUCED BY THE LOVE
OF WHAT I THOUGHT LIBERTY, I ventured to oppose,
without ceasing to venerate, that writer who had nourished my
understanding with the most wholesome principles of political
wisdom...Since that time, A MELANCHOLY EXPERIENCE
HAS UNDECEIVED ME ON MANY SUBJECTS, IN WHICH
I WAS THE DUPE OF MY OWN ENTHUSIASM." Let us part
from this branch of our subject by quoting Burke's own words,
uttered, as it were, on the very brink of eternity. They attest, to
the latest moment of his life, with what a sacred intensity and
unflinching sincerity he clung to his original sentiments touching
the French Revolution. Nor let the present writer shrink from
adding, they constitute but one of the many specimens of that
instinctive prescience, whereby this profoundest of philosophical
statesmen was enabled to herald from afar the final triumphs of
courage, patriotism, and truth. The passage occurs towards the
conclusion of his "Letters on a Regicide Peace," and is as follows:
—"Never succumb. It is a struggle for your existence as a nation.
If you must die, die with the sword in your hand. But I have no
fear whatever for the result. There is a salient living principle of
energy in the public mind of England, which only requires proper
direction to enable her to withstand this, or any other ferocious
foe. Persevere, therefore, till this tyranny be over-past."

If from the glare of public history, we follow this great man
into the shades of domestic seclusion, or watch the features of his



social character unfolding themselves in the varied circle which
he graced by his presence, or dignified by his worth,—he is
alike the object of respectful esteem and love. Warmth of heart,
chivalry of sentiment, and that true high-breeding which springs
from the soul rather than a pedigree, eminently characterise
the history of Burke in private life. Above all, a sympathising
tendency for the children of Genius, and a catholic largeness
of view in all which relates unto mental effort, combined with
the utmost charity for human failings and infirmities,—cannot
but endear him to our deepest affections, while his unrivalled
endowments command our highest admiration. To illustrate what
is here alluded to, let the reader recall Burke's noble generosity
towards that erratic victim of genius and grief,—the painter
Barry; or his instantaneous sympathy in behalf of Crabbe the
poet, when almost a foodless wanderer in our vast metropolis;
and our estimate of Burke's excellencies as a man, will not be
deemed overdrawn.

It now remains for the selector of the following pages to offer
a few remarks on their nature, and design. Accustomed, from the
earliest period of his mental life to read and study the writings
of Edmund Burke, he has long wished that such a selection as
now appears, should be published. The works of Burke extend
through a vast range of large volumes; and it is feared thousands
have been deterred from holding communion with a master-spirit
of British literature, by the magnitude of his labours. Hence, a
concentrated specimen of his intellect may not only tempt the



"reading public" (Coleridge's horror, yet an author's friend!) to
study some of Burke's noblest passages, but even ultimately to
introduce them into a full acquaintance with his entire products.
Let it be distinctly understood, the selection now published, is
not a second-hand one, grafted on some pre-existing volume; but
the result of a diligent, careful, and analytical perusal of Burke's
writings. In attempting such a work, there was one difficulty,
which none but those who have intimately studied this great
orator can appreciate,—we allude to the giving general titles, or
descriptive headings, to passages selected for quotation. There is
a mental fulness, a moral variety, and such a rapid transition of
idea, in most of Burke's speeches, that it almost baffles ability
to abbreviate the spirit of his paragraphs, so as to exhibit under
some general head the bearing of the whole. The selector, in this
respect, can only say, he has done his best; and those who are
most competent to appreciate difficulty, will be least inclined to
criticise failure.

Finally, as to the leading design of this volume, its title, "First
Principles," is sufficiently descriptive to save much explanation.
Burke represents an unrivalled combination of patriot, senator,
and orator; and as such, the moral and intellectual nature of
the Age will be purified and expanded, when brought into
contact with the attributes of his character, and the productions
of his mind. Nor can the meditative statesman, whose party
is his country, and whose political creed is based upon a true
philosophy of human nature, forget,—that while the French



revolution, as involving FACTS, belongs to History, as enclosing
PRINCIPLES, it appertains to Humanity: and hence, the abiding
application of Burke's profound views, not only to France and
England, but to the world. Of course, those who reverence the
majesty of eloquence, and are fascinated by a florid richness
of style, boundless imagination, inexhaustible metaphor, and
all the attending graces of consummate rhetoric, will also be
charmed by the appropriate supply these pages afford. But,
without seeking to be homiletical, let the writer be permitted
to add, a far higher purpose than mere literary amusement, or
the gratification of taste, is designed by the present volume. It
is the selector's most earnest hope, that the "First Principles”
these pages so eloquently inculcate, may be transcribed in
all their purity, loftiness, and truth, into the Reason and
Conscience of his countrymen. And among these, for whose
especial guidance he ventures to think the profound wisdom
of these pages to be invaluable, are the rising statesmen and
senators of the day, who are either being trained in our Public
Schools, at the Universities, or about to enter upon the difficult
but inspiring arena of the House of Commons. In reference
to this sphere of legislative action, with all reverence to its
claims and character, let it be said,—material ends (a boundless
passion for physical good, whether indulged in by a nation, or
professed by an individual, is rebuked with solemn wisdom in
the following passage from Aristotle:—"The external advantages
of power and fortune are acquired and maintained by virtue,



but virtue is not acquired and maintained by them; and whether
we consider the virtuous energies themselves, or the fruits
which they unceasingly produce, THE SOVEREIGN GOOD
OF LIFE MUST EVIDENTLY BE FOUND IN MORAL
AND INTELLECTUAL EXCELLENCE, MODERATELY
SUPPLIED WITH EXTERNAL ACCOMMODATIONS,
RATHER THAN IN THE GREATEST ACCUMULATION
OF EXTERNAL ADVANTAGES, UNIMPROVED AND
UNADORNED BY VIRTUE. External prosperity is, indeed,
instrumental in producing happiness, and, therefore, like
every other instrument, must have its assigned limits, beyond
which it is inconvenient or hurtful. But to mental excellence
no limit can be assigned; the further it extends the more
USEFUL it becomes, if the epithet of 'USEFUL' need ever
be added to that of HONOURABLE. Besides this, the
relative importance of qualities is best estimated by that of
their respective subjects. But the mind, both in itself and
in reference to man, is far better than the body, or than
property. The excellencies of the mind, therefore, are in the
same proportion to be preferred to the highest perfection of
the body, and the best disposition of external circumstances.
The two last are of a far inferior, and merely subservient
nature; since no man of sense covets or pursues them, but
for the sake of the mind, with a view to promote its genuine
improvement and augment its native joys. Let this great truth
then be acknowledged,—A TRUTH EVINCED BY THE



DEITY HIMSELF, WHO IS HAPPY, NOT FROM ANY
EXTERNAL CAUSE, BUT THROUGH THE INHERENT
ATTRIBUTES OF HIS DIVINE NATURE."—"Politics," lib.
1v.), commercial objects, and secular aggrandizement, are now
receiving an idolatrous homage and passionate regard, which no
Christian patriot can contemplate without anxiety. The ideal,
the imaginative, and the religious element, is almost sneered
out of the House of Commons at the existing moment; and
any glowing exhibition of oratory, or splendid manifestation of
intellect, is derided, as being "unpractical" and ill-adapted to the
sobriety of the English Senate! Against this heartless materialism
and unholy mammon-worship, Burke's pages are a magnificent
protest; and are admirably suited to protect the political youth
and dawning statesmen of our country, from the blight and
the blast of doctrines which decry Enthusiasm as folly, and
condemn the Beautiful as worthless and untrue. Ships, colonies,
and commerce; exports and imports; taxes and imposts; charters
and civic arrangements,—none but a madman will depreciate
what such themes involve, of duty, energy, and zeal, in political
life. Still, let it be fearlessly maintained, neither wealth, nor
commerce, IN THEMSELVES, can constitute the real greatness
of an empire; it is only because they stand in relation to the
higher destinies and holier responsibilities of an Empire, that a
true statesman will regard them as vitally wound up with the
vigour and prosperity of national development. Such, at least,
is the philosophy of Politics, breathed from the undying pages



of Edmund Burke. He who studies this great writer, will, more
and more, sympathise with what Hooker taught, and Bishop
Sanderson inculcates. In one word, he will learn to venerate with
increasing reverence THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION, as

"That peerless growth of patriotic mind,
The great eternal Wonder of mankind!"

Burke traced the ultimate origin of civil government to the
Divine Will, both as declared in Revelation, and imaged forth by
the moral Constitution of man. In this respect, it is well-known
how fundamentally he differs from the theories of Hobbes,
Mandeville, Shaftesbury, and Hutcheson. Not less also, is he
opposed to Locke, who tells us,—"The original compact which
begins and ACTUALLY CONSTITUTES ANY POLITICAL
SOCIETY, IS NOTHING BUT THE CONSENT OF ANY
NUMBER OF FREEMEN CAPABLE OF A MAJORITY, TO
UNITE AND INCORPORATE INTO SUCH A SOCIETY.
AND THIS IS THAT, AND THAT ONLY, WHICH COULD
GIVE BEGINNING TO ANY LAWFUL GOVERNMENT
IN THE WORLD." In one word, Locke declares that civil
government is not from God in the way of principle, but from
man in the way of fact; and thus, being a mere contingency,
or moral accident in the history of human development, self-
government is the essential prerogative of our nature. In
accordance with this irrational and unscriptural hypothesis,



we find Price and Priestly expanding Locke's views at the
period of Burke; while in the writings of that apostle of
political Antinomianism, Rousseau, and his English counterpart
Tom Paine,—the principles of the ASSUMED "CONTRAT
SOCIAL" display their utmost virulence. This is not the place
to discuss the origin of Civil Government; but the classical
reader, who has been taught to revere the political wisdom of
those ancient Teachers, whose insight was almost prophetical in
abstract science, will thank us for an extract from Aristotle's
"Politics," which bears upon this subject. It presents a most
striking coincidence of sentiment between two master-spirits
on the philosophy of government; and will at once remind the
reader of Burke's memorable passage, beginning with, "Society
is a partnership," etc. etc. The passage to which we allude
in Aristotle's "Politics," begins thus: "Ote men oun e polis
phusei proteron e ekastos," k.t.1. The whole passage may be thus
freely translated. "A participation in rights and advantages forms
the bond of political society; AN INSTITUTION PRIOR, IN
THE INTENTION OF NATURE, TO THE FAMILIES AND
INDIVIDUALS FROM WHOM IT IS CONSTITUTED. What
members are to the body, that citizens are to a commonwealth.
The hands or foot, when separated from the body, retains its
name, but totally changes its nature, because it is completely
divested of its uses and powers. In the same manner a citizen
is a constituent part of a whole system, which invests him
with powers and qualifies him for functions for which, in his



individual capacity, he is totally unfit; and independently of
such system, he might subsist indeed as a lonely savage, but
could never attain that improved and happy state to which his
progressive nature invariably tends. Perfected by the offices and
duties of social life, man is the best; but, rude and undisciplined,
he is the very worst, of animals. For nothing is more detestable
than armed improbity; and man is armed with craft and courage,
which, uncontrolled by justice, he will most wickedly pervert,
and become at once the most impious and fiercest of monsters,
the most abominable in gluttony, and shameless in personality.
But justice is the fundamental virtue of political society, since
the order of Society cannot be maintained without law, and laws
are constituted to proclaim what is just." Let us add to this
noble passage, Aristotle remarks in his "Ethics" (lib. x. c. 8),
that a higher destination than political virtue is the true end of
man. In this respect, he concurs with Plato; who teaches us in
his "Theaetetus," the main object of human pursuit ought to be
"omoiosis to theo kata to dunaton," etc. etc.; i.e. "A similitude
unto God as far as possible; which similitude consists in an
imitation of His justice, holiness, and wisdom." To conclude:
the noblest end of all Policy on earth, is to educate Human
Nature for that august "politeuma" (Phil. iii. v. 20), that Eternal
Commonwealth which awaits perfected Spirits above, when,
through infinite grace, they are finally admitted into a "CITY
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." (Heb.
xi. 10.) (The dim approximations of Platonic philosophy to



certain discoveries in Divine Revelation, have rightly challenged
the attention of theological enquirers. The above quotation from
St. Paul suggests a reference to one of these, which occurs
towards the termination of Plato's ninth book of "The Republic."
He is uttering a protest against our concluding, that because
degeneracy appears to be the invariable law or destiny of all
human commonwealths, THEREFORE, no Archetypal Model
exists of any perfect state, or polity: and then, in opposition
to this political scepticism, Plato adds these remarkable words:
—"en ourano isos paradeigma anakeitai to boulomeno oran
kai oronti eauton katoikizein," etc. etc.—"The state we have
here established, which exists only in our reasoning, but it
seems to me, HAS NO EXISTENCE ON EARTH. BUT IN
HEAVEN, PROBABLY, I REPLIED, THERE IS A MODEL
OF IT FOR ANY ONE INCLINED TO CONTEMPLATE
THE SAME, AND BY SO CONTEMPLATING IT, TO
REGULATE HIMSELF ACCORDINGLY.")



APPENDIX

The following are the critical sketches of Burke's character,
alluded to in the commencement of this Essay. They are from
the pens of his most distinguished contemporaries, WHO WERE
OPPOSED TO HIM in their political views and public career.

(From SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH.)

"There can be no hesitation in according to him a station
among the most extraordinary men that ever appeared; and we
think there is now but little diversity of opinion as to the kind
of place which it is fit to assign him. He was a writer of the
first class, and excelled in almost every kind of composition.
Possessed of most extensive knowledge, and of the most various
description; acquainted alike with what different classes of men
knew, each in his own province, and with much that hardly
any one ever thought of learning; he could either bring his
masses of information to bear directly upon the subjects to which
they severally belonged,—or he could avail himself of them
generally to strengthen his faculties, and enlarge his views,—
or he could turn any of them to account for the purpose of
illustrating his theme, or enriching his diction. Hence, when he
is handling any one matter, we perceive that we are conversing
with a reasoner or a teacher, to whom almost every other branch
of knowledge is familiar: his views range over all the cognate
objects; his reasonings are derived from principles applicable to



other themes, as well as the one in hand; arguments pour in
from all sides, as well as those which start up under our feet,
—the natural growth of the path he is leading us over; while
to throw light round our steps, and either explore its darkest
places, or serve for our recreation; illustrations are fetched from
a thousand quarters, and an imagination marvellously quick to
descry unthought of resemblances, points to our use the stores,
which a love yet more marvellously has gathered from all ages
and nations, and arts and tongues. We are, in respect of the
argument, reminded of Bacon's multifarious knowledge, and the
exuberance of his learned fancy; whilst the many-lettered diction
recalls to mind the first of English poets, and his immortal verse,
rich with the spoils of all sciences and all times.

"He produced but one philosophical treatise; but no man lays
down abstract principles more soundly, or better traces their
application. All his works, indeed, even his controversial, are so
infused with general reflection, so variegated with speculative
discussion, that they wear the air of the Lyceum, as well as the
Academy."

(From LORD ERSKINE.)

"I shall take care to put Burke's work on the French Revolution
into the hands of those whose principles are left to my protection.
I shall take care that they have the advantage of doing, in the



regular progression of youthful studies, what I have done even in
the short intervals of laborious life; that they shall transcribe with
their own hands from all the works of this most extraordinary
person, and from this last, among the rest, the soundest truths of
religion, the justest principles of morals, inculcated and rendered
delightful by the most sublime eloquence; the highest reach of
philosophy brought down to the level of common minds by
the most captivating taste; the most enlightened observations on
history, and the most copious collection of useful maxims for the
experience of common life."

(From KING, Bishop of Rochester.) "In the mind of
Mr. Burke political principles were not objects of barren
speculation. Wisdom in him was always practical. Whatever his
understanding adopted as truth, made its way to his heart, and
sank deep into it; and his ardent and generous feelings seized
with promptitude every occasion of applying it to mankind.
Where shall we find recorded exertions of active benevolence
at once so numerous, so varied, and so important, made by one
man? Among those, the redress of wrongs, and the protection of
weakness from the oppression of power, were most conspicuous.

The assumption of arbitrary power, in whatever shape it
appeared, whether under the veil of legitimacy, or skulking in
the disguise of State necessity, or presenting the shameless front



of usurpation—whether the prescriptive claim of ascendancy, or
the career of official authority, or the newly-acquired dominion
of a mob,—was the pure object of his detestation and hostility;
and this is not a fanciful enumeration of possible cases," etc.



SELECTIONS FROM THE
SPEECHES AND WRITINGS
OF EDMUND BURKE

NATURE AND FUNCTIONS OF
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Whatever alterations time and the necessary accommodation
of business may have introduced, this character can never be
sustained, unless the House of Commons shall be made to
bear some stamp of the actual disposition of the people at
large. It would (among public misfortunes) be an evil more
natural and tolerable, that the House of Commons should be
infected with every epidemical frenzy of the people, as this
would indicate some consanguinity, some sympathy of nature
with their constituents, than that they should in all cases be wholly
untouched by the opinions and feelings of the people out of
doors. By this want of sympathy they would cease to be a house
of commons. For it is not the derivation of the power of that
house from the people, which makes it in a distinct sense their
representative. The king is the representative of the people; so are
the lords, so are the judges. They all are trustees for the people, as



well as the commons; because no power is given for the sole sake
of the holder; and although government certainly is an institution
of Divine authority, yet its forms, and the persons who administer
it, all originate from the people.

A popular origin cannot therefore be the characteristical
distinction of a popular representative. This belongs equally to
all parts of government, and in all forms. The virtue, spirit,
and essence of a house of commons consists in its being the
express image of the feelings of the nation. It was not instituted
to be a control UPON the people, as of late it has been
taught, by a doctrine of the most pernicious tendency. It was
designed as a control FOR the people. Other institutions have
been formed for the purpose of checking popular excesses;
and they are, I apprehend, fully adequate to their object. If
not, they ought to be made so. The House of Commons, as it
was never intended for the support of peace and subordination,
is miserably appointed for that service; having no stronger
weapon than its mace, and no better officer than its serjeant-
at-arms, which it can command of its own proper authority. A
vigilant and jealous eye over executory and judicial magistracy;
an anxious care of public money; an openness, approaching
towards facility, to public complaint; these seem to be the true
characteristics of a house of commons. But an addressing house
of commons, and a petitioning nation; a house of commons
full of confidence, when the nation is plunged in despair; in
the utmost harmony with ministers, whom the people regard



with the utmost abhorrence; who vote thanks, when the public
opinion calls upon them for impeachments; who are eager to
grant, when the general voice demands account; who, in all
disputes between the people and administration, presume against
the people; who punish their disorders, but refuse even to inquire
into the provocations to them; this is an unnatural, a monstrous
state of things in this constitution. Such an assembly may be a
great, wise, awful senate; but it is not, to any popular purpose,
a house of commons. This change from an immediate state of
procuration and delegation to a course of acting as from original
power, is the way in which all the popular magistracies in the
world have been perverted from their purposes. It is indeed their
greatest and sometimes their incurable corruption. For there is a
material distinction between that corruption by which particular
points are carried against reason (this is a thing which cannot
be prevented by human wisdom, and is of less consequence),
and the corruption of the principle itself. For then the evil is not
accidental, but settled. The distemper becomes the natural habit.



RETROSPECT AND RESIGNATION

You are but just entering into the world; I am going out of
it. I have played long enough to be heartily tired of the drama.
Whether I have acted my part in it well or ill, posterity will
judge with more candour than I, or than the present age, with
our present passions, can possibly pretend to. For my part, I
quit it without a sigh, and submit to the sovereign order without
murmuring. The nearer we approach to the goal of life, the better
we begin to understand the true value of our existence, and the
real weight of our opinions. We set out much in love with both:
but we leave much behind us as we advance. We first throw away
the tales along with the rattles of our nurses; those of the priest
keep their hold a little longer; those of our governors the longest
of all. But the passions which prop these opinions are withdrawn
one after another; and the cool light of reason, at the setting
of our life, shows us what a false splendour played upon these
objects during our more sanguine seasons.



MODESTY OF MIND

If any inquiry thus carefully conducted should fail at last of
discovering the truth, it may answer an end perhaps as useful, in
discovering to us the weakness of our own understanding. If it
does not make us knowing, it may make us modest. If it does not
preserve us from error, it may at least from the spirit of error; and
may make us cautious of pronouncing with positiveness or with
haste, when so much labour may end in so much uncertainty.



NEWTON AND NATURE

When Newton first discovered the property of attraction, and
settled its laws, he found it served very well to explain several of
the most remarkable phenomena in nature; but yet with reference
to the general system of things, he could consider attraction
but as an effect, whose cause at that time he did not attempt
to trace. But when he afterwards began to account for it by
a subtle elastic aether, this great man (if in so great a man it
be not impious to discover anything like a blemish) seemed to
have quitted his usual cautious manner of philosophising: since,
perhaps, allowing all that has been advanced on this subject to be
sufficiently proved, I think it leaves us with as many difficulties
as it found us. That great chain of causes, which linking one
to another even to the throne of God himself, can never be
unravelled by any industry of ours. When we go but one step
beyond the immediate sensible qualities of things, we go out of
our depth. All we do after is but a faint struggle, that shows we
are in an element which does not belong to us.



THEORY AND PRACTICE

It is, I own, not uncommon to be wrong in theory, and right
in practice; and we are happy that it is so. Men often act right
from their feelings, who afterwards reason but ill on them from
principle: but as it is impossible to avoid an attempt at such
reasoning, and equally impossible to prevent its having some
influence on our practice, surely it is worth taking some pains to
have it just, and founded on the basis of sure experience.



INDUCTION AND COMPARISON

We must not attempt to fly, when we can scarcely pretend to
creep. In considering any complex matter, we ought to examine
every distinct ingredient in the composition, one by one; and
reduce everything to the utmost simplicity; since the condition
of our nature binds us to a strict law and vary narrow limits. We
ought afterwards to re-examine the principles by the effect of the
composition, as well as the composition by that of the principles.
We ought to compare our subject with things of a similar nature,
and even with things of a contrary nature; for discoveries may be,
and often are, made by the contrast, which would escape us on the
single view. The greater number of the comparisons we make,
the more general and the more certain our knowledge is likely to
prove, as built upon a more extensive and perfect induction.



DIVINE POWER ON
THE HUMAN IDEA

Whilst we consider the Godhead merely as he is an object
of the understanding, which forms a complex idea of power,
wisdom, justice, goodness, all stretched to a degree far exceeding
the bounds of our comprehension, whilst we consider the
Divinity in this refined and abstracted light, the imagination
and passions are little or nothing affected. But because we are
bound, by the condition of our nature, to ascend to these pure
and intellectual ideas, through the medium of sensible images, to
judge of these divine qualities by their evident acts and exertions,
it becomes extremely hard to disentangle our idea of the cause
from the effect by which we are led to know it. Thus, when we
contemplate the Deity, his attributes and their operation, coming
united on the mind, form a sort of sensible image, and as such
are capable of affecting the imagination. Now, though in a just
idea of the Deity, perhaps none of his attributes are predominant,
yet, to our imagination, his power is by far the most striking.
Some reflection, some comparing, is necessary to satisfy us of
his wisdom, his justice, and his goodness. To be struck with
his power, it is only necessary that we should open our eyes.
But whilst we contemplate so vast an object, under the arm, as
it were of almighty power, and invested upon every side with
omnipresence, we shrink into the minuteness of our own nature,



and are, in a manner, annihilated before him.



UNION OF LOVE AND
DREAD IN RELIGION

True religion has, and must have, a large mixture of salutary
fear; and false religions have generally nothing else but fear
to support them. Before the Christian religion had, as it were,
humanized the idea of the Divinity, and brought it somewhat
nearer to us, there was very little said of the love of God. The
followers of Plato have something of it, and only something; the
other writers of pagan antiquity, whether poets or philosophers,
nothing at all. And they who consider with what infinite
attention, by what a disregard of every perishable object, through
what long habits of piety and contemplation it is that any man is
able to attain an entire love and devotion to the Deity, will easily
perceive that it is not the first, the most natural and the most
striking, effect which proceeds from that idea.



OFFICE OF SYMPATHY

Whenever we are formed by nature to any active purpose, the
passion which animates us to it is attended with delight, or a
pleasure of some kind, let the subject-matter be what it will; and
as our Creator had designed that we should be united by the bond
of sympathy, he has strengthened that bond by a proportionable
delight; and there most where our sympathy is most wanted,—
in the distresses of others.



WORDS

Natural objects affect us, by the laws of that connexion
which Providence has established between certain motions and
configurations of bodies, and certain consequent feelings in
our mind. Painting affects in the same manner, but with the
superadded pleasure of imitation. Architecture affects by the
laws of nature, and the law of reason; from which latter result
the rules of proportion, which make a work to be praised or
censured, in the whole or in some part, when the end for which
it was designed is or is not properly answered. But as to words;
they seem to me to affect us in a manner very different from that
in which we are affected by natural objects, or by painting or
architecture; yet words have as considerable a share in exciting
ideas of beauty and of the sublime as many of those, and
sometimes a much greater than any of them.



NATURE ANTICIPATES MAN

Whenever the wisdom of our Creator intended that we should
be affected with anything, he did not confide the execution of
his design to the languid and precarious operation of our reason;
but he endued it with powers and properties that prevent the
understanding, and even the will; which, seizing upon the senses
and imagination, captivate the soul before the understanding is
ready either to join with them, or to oppose them. It is by a
long deduction, and much study, that we discover the adorable
wisdom of God in his works: when we discover it, the effect is
very different, not only in the manner of acquiring it, but in its
own nature, from that which strikes us without any preparation
from the sublime or the beautiful.



SELF-INSPECTION

Whatever turns the soul inward on itself, tends to concentre its
forces, and to fit it for greater and stronger flights of science. By
looking into physical causes our minds are opened and enlarged;
and in this pursuit, whether we take or whether we lose our game,
the chase is certainly of service.



POWER OF THE OBSCURE

Poetry, with all its obscurity, has a more general, as well as a
more powerful, dominion over the passions, than the other art.
And I think there are reasons in nature, why the obscure idea,
when properly conveyed, should be more affecting than the clear.
It is our ignorance of things that causes all our admiration, and
chiefly excites our passions. Knowledge and acquaintance make
the most striking causes affect but little. It is thus with the vulgar;
and all men are as the vulgar in what they do not understand.
The 1deas of eternity and infinity, are among the most affecting
we have: and yet perhaps there is nothing of which we really
understand so little, as of infinity and eternity.



FEMALE BEAUTY

The object therefore of this mixed passion, which we call
love, is the BEAUTY of the SEX. Men are carried to the sex
in general, as it is the sex, and by the common law of nature;
but they are attached to particulars by personal BEAUTY. I
call beauty a social quality; for where women and men, and not
only they, but when other animals give us a sense of joy and
pleasure in beholding them (and there are many that do so), they
inspire us with sentiments of tenderness and affection towards
their persons; we like to have them near us, and we enter willingly
into a kind of relation with them, unless we should have strong
reasons to the contrary.



NOVELTY AND CURIOSITY

Curiosity is the most superficial of all the affections; it
changes its object perpetually, it has an appetite which is very
sharp, but very easily satisfied; and it has always an appearance
of giddiness, restlessness, and anxiety. Curiosity, from its nature,
1s a very active principle; it quickly runs over the greatest part of
its objects, and soon exhausts the variety which is commonly to
be met with in nature; the same things make frequent returns, and
they return with less and less of any agreeable effect. In short, the
occurrences of life, by the time we come to know it a little, would
be incapable of affecting the mind with any other sensations than
those of loathing and weariness, if many things were not adapted
to affect the mind by means of other powers besides novelty in
them, and of other passions besides curiosity in ourselves.



PLEASURES OF ANALOGY

The mind of man has naturally a far greater alacrity
and satisfaction in tracing resemblances than in searching for
differences: because by making resemblances we produce NEW
IMAGES; we unite, we create, we enlarge our stock; but in
making distinctions we offer no food at all to the imagination;
the task itself is more severe and irksome, and what pleasure we
derive from it is something of a negative and indirect nature.



AMBITION

God has planted in man a sense of ambition, and a satisfaction
arising from the contemplation of his excelling his fellows in
something deemed valuable amongst them. It is this passion that
drives men to all the ways we see in use of signalizing themselves,
and that tends to make whatever excites in a man the idea of this
distinction so very pleasant. It has been so strong as to make very
miserable men take comfort, that they were supreme in misery;
and certain it is, that, where we cannot distinguish ourselves by
something excellent, we begin to take a complacency in some
singular infirmities, follies, or defects of one kind or other. It is
on this principle that flattery is so prevalent; for flattery is no
more than what raises in a man's mind an idea of a preference
which he has not.



EXTENSIONS OF SYMPATHY

For sympathy must be considered as a sort of substitution, by
which we are put into the place of another man, and affected in
many respects as he is affected; so that this passion may either
partake of the nature of those which regard self-preservation,
and turning upon pain may be a source of the sublime; or it may
turn upon ideas of pleasure; and then whatever has been said of
the social affections, whether they regard society in general, or
only some particular modes of it, may be applicable here. It is
by this principle chiefly that poetry, painting, and other affecting
arts, transfuse their passions from one breast to another, and are
often capable of grafting a delight on wretchedness, misery, and
death itself.



PHILOSOPHY OF TASTE

So far, then, as taste belongs to the imagination, its principle
1s the same in all men; there is no different in the manner of
their being affected, nor in the causes of the affection; but in
the DEGREE there is a difference, which arises from two causes
principally; either from a greater degree of natural sensibility, or
from a closer and longer attention to the object.



CLEARNESS AND
STRENGTH IN STYLE

We do not sufficiently distinguish, in our observations upon
language, between a clear expression and a strong expression.
These are frequently confounded with each other, though they
are in reality extremely different. The former regards the
understanding; the latter belongs to the passions. The one
describes a thing as it is; the latter describes it as it is felt.
Now, as there is a moving tone of voice, an impassioned
countenance, an agitated gesture, which affect independently of
the things about which they are exerted, so there are words, and
certain dispositions of words, which being peculiarly devoted to
passionate subjects, and always used by those who are under the
influence of any passion, touch and move us more than those
which far more clearly and distinctly express the subject-matter.
We yield to sympathy what we refuse to description. The truth
is, all verbal description, merely as naked description, though
never so exact, conveys so poor and insufficient an idea of the
thing described, that it could scarcely have the smallest effect,
if the speaker did not call in to his aid those modes of speech
that mark a strong and lively feeling in himself. Then, by the
contagion of our passions, we catch a fire already kindled in
another, which probably might never have been struck out by the
object described. Words, by strongly conveying the passions, by



those means which we have already mentioned, fully compensate
for their weakness in other respects.



UNITY OF IMAGINATION

Since the imagination is only the representation of the senses,
it can only be pleased or displeased with the images, from the
same principle on which the sense is pleased or displeased with
the realities; and consequently there must be just as close an
agreement in the imaginations as in the senses of men. A little
attention will convince us that this must of necessity be the case.



EFFECT OF WORDS

If words have all their possible extent of power, three effects
arise in the mind of the hearer. The first is, the SOUND; the
second, the PICTURE, or representation of the thing signified by
the sound; the third is, the AFFECTION of the soul produced by
one or by both of the foregoing. COMPOUNDED ABSTRACT
words, of which we have been speaking (honour, justice, liberty,
and the like), produce the first and the last of these effects, but
not the second. SIMPLE ABSTRACTS, are used to signify some
one simple idea without much adverting to others which may
chance to attend it, as blue, green, hot, cold, and the like; these
are capable of effecting all three of the purposes of words; as
the AGGREGATE words, man, castle, horse, etc. are in a yet
higher degree. But I am of opinion, that the most general effect,
even of these words, does not arise from their forming pictures
of the several things they would represent in the imagination;
because, on a very diligent examination of my own mind, and
getting others to consider theirs, I do not find that once in twenty
times any such picture is formed, and, when it is, there is most
commonly a particular effort of the imagination for that purpose.
But the aggregate words operate, as I said of the compound-
abstracts, not by presenting any image to the mind, but by having
from use the same effect on being mentioned, that their original
has when it is seen.



INVESTIGATION

I'am convinced that the method of teaching which approaches
most nearly to the method of investigation is incomparably the
best; since, not content with serving up a few barren and lifeless
truths, it leads to the stock on which they grew; it tends to set the
reader himself in the track of invention, and to direct him into
those paths in which the author has made his own discoveries, if
he should be so happy as to have made any that are valuable.



THE SUBLIME

Whatever 1is fitted in any sort to excite the ideas of pain,
and danger, that is to say, whatever is in any sort terrible, or
is conversant about terrible objects, or operates in a manner
analogous to terror, is a source of the SUBLIME; that is, it is
productive of the strongest emotion which the mind is capable
of feeling.



OBSCURITY

Those despotic governments which are founded on the
passions of men, and principally upon the passion of fear, keep
their chief as much as may be from the public eye. The policy
has been the same in many cases of religion. Almost all the
heathen temples were dark. Even in the barbarous temples of
the Americans at this day, they keep their idol in a dark part
of the hut which is consecrated to his worship. For this purpose
too the Druids performed all their ceremonies in the bosom
of the darkest woods, and in the shade of the oldest and most
spreading oaks. No person seems better to have understood the
secret of heightening, or of setting terrible things, if I may use
the expression, in their strongest light, by the force of a judicious
obscurity, than Milton.



PRINCIPLES OF TASTE

Whatever certainty is to be acquired in morality and the
science of life; just the same degree of certainty have we in what
relates to them in works of imitation. Indeed, it is for the most
part in our skill in manners, and in the observances of time and
place, and of decency in general, which is only to be learned
in those schools to which Horace recommends us, that what is
called taste, by way of distinction, consists; and which is in reality
no other than a more refined judgment. On the whole it appears
to me, that what is called taste, in its most general acceptation,
is not a simple idea, but is partly made up of a perception of
the primary pleasures of sense, of the secondary pleasures of
the imagination, and of the conclusions of the reasoning faculty,
concerning the various relations of these, and concerning the
human passions, manners, and actions. All this is requisite to
form taste, and the ground-work of all these is the same in
the human mind; for as the senses are the great originals of
all our ideas, and consequently of all our pleasures, if they are
not uncertain and arbitrary, the whole ground-work of taste is
common to all, and therefore there is a sufficient foundation for
a conclusive reasoning on these matters.



THE BEAUTIFUL

Beauty is a thing much too affecting not to depend upon some
positive qualities. And, since it is no creature of our reason, since
it strikes us without any reference to use, and even where no use
at all can be discerned, since the order and method of nature
1s generally very different from our measures and proportions,
we must conclude that beauty is, for the greater part, some
quality in bodies acting mechanically upon the human mind by
the intervention of the senses.



THE REAL AND THE IDEAL

Choose a day on which to represent the most sublime and
affecting tragedy we have: appoint the most favourite actors;
spare no cost upon the scenes and decorations; unite the
greatest efforts of poetry, painting, and music; and when you
have collected your audience, just at the moment when their
minds are erect with expectation, let it be reported that a state
criminal of high rank is on the point of being executed in the
adjoining square; in a moment the emptiness of the theatre would
demonstrate the comparative weakness of the imitative arts, and
proclaim the triumph of the real sympathy. I believe that this
notion of our having a simple pain in the reality, yet a delight in
the representation, arises from hence, that we do not sufficiently
distinguish what we would by no means choose to do, from
what we should be eager enough to see if it was once done. We
delight in seeing things, which so far from doing, our heartiest
wishes would be to see redressed. This noble capital, the pride
of England and of Europe, I believe no man is so strangely
wicked as to desire to see destroyed by a conflagration or an
earthquake, though he should be removed himself to the greatest
distance from the danger. But suppose such a fatal accident to
have happened, what numbers from all parts would crowd to
behold the ruins, and amongst them many who would have been
content never to have seen London in its glory!



JUDGMENT IN ART

A rectitude of judgment in the arts, which may be called
a good taste, does in a great measure depend upon sensibility;
because, if the mind has no bent to the pleasures of the
imagination, it will never apply itself sufficiently to works of that
species to acquire a competent knowledge in them. But, though
a degree of sensibility is requisite to form a good judgment, yet a
good judgment does not necessarily arise from a quick sensibility
of pleasure.



MORAL EFFECTS OF LANGUAGE

This arises chiefly from these three causes. First. That we take
an extraordinary part in the passions of others, and that we are
easily affected and brought into sympathy by any tokens which
are shown of them; and there are no tokens which can express
all the circumstances of most passions so fully as words; so that
if a person speaks upon any subject, he can not only convey the
subject to you, but likewise the manner in which he is himself
affected by it. Certain it is, that the influence of most things on
our passions is not so much from the things themselves, as from
our opinions concerning them; and these again depend very much
on the opinions of other men, conveyable for the most part by
words only. Secondly. There are many things of a very affecting
nature, which can seldom occur in the reality, but the words that
represent them often do; and thus they have an opportunity of
making a deep impression and taking root in the mind, whilst
the idea of the reality was transient; and to some perhaps never
really occurred in any shape, to whom it is notwithstanding very
affecting, as war, death, famine, etc. Besides, many ideas have
never been at all presented to the senses of any men but by
words, as God, angels, devils, heaven, and hell, all of which have,
however, a great influence over the passions. Thirdly. By words
we have it in our power to make such COMBINATIONS as we
cannot possibly do otherwise. By this power of combining, we



are able, by the addition of well-chosen circumstances, to give
a new life and force to the simple object. In painting we may
represent any fine figure we please; but we never can give it
those enlivening touches which it may receive from words. To
represent an angel in a picture, you can only draw a beautiful
young man winged: but what painting can furnish out anything
so grand as the addition of one word, "the angel of the LORD?"



SECURITY OF TRUTH

I then thought, and am still of the same opinion, that error,
and not truth of any kind, is dangerous; that ill conclusions can
only flow from false propositions; and that, to know whether
any proposition be true or false, it is a preposterous method to
examine it by its apparent consequences.



IMITATION AN INSTINCTIVE LAW

For as sympathy makes us take a concern in whatever men
feel, so this affection prompts us to copy whatever they do; and
consequently we have a pleasure in imitating, and in whatever
belongs to imitation merely as it is such, without any intervention
of the reasoning faculty, but solely from our natural constitution,
which Providence has framed in such a manner as to find either
pleasure or delight, according to the nature of the object, in
whatever regards the purposes of our being. It is by imitation
far more than by precept, that we learn everything; and what
we learn thus, we acquire not only more effectually, but more
pleasantly. This forms our manners, our opinions, our lives. It
is one of the strongest links of society; it is a species of mutual
compliance, which all men yield to each other, without constraint
to themselves, and which is extremely flattering to all.



STANDARD OF REASON AND TASTE

It is probable that the standard both of reason and taste is
the same in all human creatures. For if there were not some
principles of judgment as well as of sentiment common to
all mankind, no hold could possibly be taken either on their
reason or their passions, sufficient to maintain the ordinary
correspondence of life.



USE OF THEORY

A theory founded on experiment, and not assumed, is always
good for so much as it explains. Our inability to push it
indefinitely is no argument at all against it. This inability may be
owing to our ignorance of some necessary MEDIUMS; to a want
of proper application; to many other causes besides a defect in
the principles we employ.



POLITICAL OUTCASTS

In the mean time, that power, which all these changes aimed
at securing, remains still as tottering and as uncertain as ever.
They are delivered up into the hands of those who feel neither
respect for their persons, nor gratitude for their favours; who
are put about them in appearance to serve, in reality to govern
them; and, when the signal is given, to abandon and destroy
them, in order to set up some new dupe of ambition, who in his
turn is to be abandoned and destroyed. Thus, living in a state of
continual uneasiness and ferment, softened only by the miserable
consolation of giving now and then preferments to those for
whom they have no value; they are unhappy in their situation, yet
find it impossible to resign. Until, at length, soured in temper,
and disappointed by the very attainment of their ends, in some
angry, in some haughty, or some negligent moment, they incur
the displeasure of those upon whom they have rendered their
very being dependent. Then perierunt tempora longi servitii;
they are cast off with scorn; they are turned out, emptied
of all natural character, of all intrinsic worth, of all essential
dignity, and deprived of every consolation of friendship. Having
rendered all retreat to old principles ridiculous, and to old regards
impracticable, not being able to counterfeit pleasure, or to
discharge discontent, nothing being sincere or right, or balanced
in their minds, it is more than a chance, that, in the delirium of



the last stage of their distempered power, they make an insane
political testament, by which they throw all their remaining
weight and consequence into the scale of their declared enemies,
and the avowed authors of their destruction.



INJUSTICE TO OUR OWN AGE

If these evil dispositions should spread much farther they must
end in our destruction; for nothing can save a people destitute
of public and private faith. However, the author, for the present
state of things, has extended the charge by much too widely; as
men are but too apt to take the measure of all mankind from their
own particular acquaintance. Barren as this age may be in the
growth of honour and virtue, the country does not want, at this
moment, as strong, and those not a few, examples as were ever
known, of an unshaken adherence to principle, and attachment to
connexion, against every allurement of interest. Those examples
are not furnished by the great alone; nor by those, whose activity
in public affairs may render it suspected that they make such a
character one of the rounds in their ladder of ambition; but by
men more quiet, and more in the shade, on whom an unmixed
sense of honour alone could operate.



FALSE COALITIONS

No system of that kind can be formed, which will not leave
room fully sufficient for healing coalitions: but no coalition
which, under the specious name of independency, carries in its
bosom the unreconciled principles of the original discord of
parties, ever was, or will be, an healing coalition. Nor will the
mind of our sovereign ever know repose, his kingdom settlement,
or his business order, in efficiency or grace with his people, until
things are established upon the basis of some set of men, who
are trusted by the public, and who can trust one another.



POLITICAL EMPIRICISM

Men of sense, when new projects come before them, always
think a discourse proving the mere right or mere power of
acting in the manner proposed, to be no more than a very
unpleasant way of mispending time. They must see the object
to be of proper magnitude to engage them; they must see the
means of compassing it to be next to certain: the mischiefs
not to counterbalance the profit; they will examine how a
proposed imposition or regulation agrees with the opinion of
those who are likely to be affected by it; they will not despise
the consideration even of their habitudes and prejudices. They
wish to know how it accords or disagrees with the true spirit
of prior establishments, whether of government or of finance;
because they well know, that in the complicated economy of
great kingdoms, and immense revenues, which in a length of
time, and by a variety of accidents, have coalesced into a
sort of body, an attempt towards a compulsory equality in all
circumstances, and an exact practical definition of the supreme
rights in every case, is the most dangerous and chimerical of
all enterprises. The old building stands well enough, though part
Gothic, part Grecian, and part Chinese, until an attempt is made
to square it into uniformity. Then it may come down upon our
heads altogether, in much uniformity of ruin; and great will be
the fall thereof.



A VISIONARY

Enough of this visionary union; in which much extravagance
appears without any fancy, and the judgment is shocked without
anything to refresh the imagination. It looks as if the author
had dropped down from the moon, without any knowledge of
the general nature of this globe, of the general nature of its
inhabitants, without the least acquaintance with the affairs of this
country.



PARTY DIVISIONS

Party divisions, whether on the whole operating for good or
evil, are things inseparable from free government. This is a truth
which, I believe, admits little dispute, having been established
by the uniform experience of all ages. The part a good citizen
ought to take in these divisions has been a matter of much deeper
controversy. But God forbid that any controversy relating to our
essential morals should admit of no decision. It appears to me,
that this question, like most of the others which regard our duties
in life, is to be determined by our station in it. Private men may
be wholly neutral, and entirely innocent; but they who are legally
invested with public trust, or stand on the high ground of rank
and dignity, which is trust implied, can hardly in any case remain
indifferent, without the certainty of sinking into insignificance;
and thereby in effect deserting that post in which, with the fullest
authority, and for the wisest purposes, the laws and institutions
of their country have fixed them. However, if it be the office of
those who are thus circumstanced, to take a decided part, it is no
less their duty that it should be a sober one.



DECORUM IN PARTY

It ought to be circumscribed by the same laws of decorum, and
balanced by the same temper, which bound and regulate all the
virtues. In a word, we ought to act in party with all the moderation
which does not absolutely enervate that vigour, and quench that
fervency of spirit, without which the best wishes for the public
good must evaporate in empty speculation.



NOT SO BAD AS WE SEEM

Our circumstances are indeed critical; but then they are
the critical circumstances of a strong and mighty nation. If
corruption and meanness are greatly spread, they are not spread
universally. Many public men are hitherto examples of public
spirit and integrity. Whole parties, as far as large bodies can
be uniform, have preserved character. However they may be
deceived in some particulars, I know of no set of men amongst
us which does not contain persons on whom the nation, in a
difficult exigence, may well value itself. Private life, which is the
nursery of the commonwealth, is yet in general pure, and on the
whole disposed to virtue; and the people at large want neither
generosity nor spirit. No small part of that very luxury, which is
so much the subject of the author's declamation, but which, in
most parts of life, by being well balanced and diffused, is only
decency and convenience, has perhaps as many or more good
than evil consequences attending it. It certainly excites industry,
nourishes emulation, and inspires some sense of personal value
into all ranks of people. What we want is to establish more fully
an opinion of uniformity, and consistency of character, in the
leading men of the state; such as will restore some confidence to
profession and appearance, such as will fix subordination upon
esteem. Without this all schemes are begun at the wrong end.



POLITICS WITHOUT PRINCIPLE

People not very well grounded in the principles of public
morality find a set of maxims in office ready made for them,
which they assume as naturally and inevitably, as any of the
insignia or instruments of the situation. A certain tone of the solid
and practical is immediately acquired. Every former profession
of public spirit is to be considered as a debauch of youth, or, at
best, as a visionary scheme of unattainable perfection. The very
idea of consistency is exploded. The convenience of the business
of the day is to furnish the principle for doing it. Then the whole
ministerial cant is quickly got by heart. The prevalence of faction
is to be lamented. All opposition is to be regarded as the effect of
envy and disappointed ambition. All administrations are declared
to be alike. The same necessity justifies all their measures. It is
no longer a matter of discussion, who or what administration is;
but that administration is to be supported, is a general maxim.
Flattering themselves that their power is become necessary to the
support of all order and government, everything which tends to
the support of that power is sanctified, and becomes a part of
the public interest.



MORAL DEBASEMENT
PROGRESSIVE

I believe the instances are exceedingly rare of men
immediately passing over a clear, marked line of virtue into
declared vice and corruption. There are a sort of middle tints and
shades between the two extremes; there is something uncertain
on the confines of the two empires which they first pass through,
and which renders the change easy and imperceptible. There are
even a sort of splendid impositions so well contrived, that, at the
very time the path of rectitude is quitted for ever, men seem to be
advancing into some higher and nobler road of public conduct.
Not that such impositions are strong enough in themselves; but
a powerful interest, often concealed from those whom it affects,
works at the bottom, and secures the operation. Men are thus
debauched away from those legitimate connexions, which they
had formed on a judgment, early perhaps but sufficiently mature,
and wholly unbiassed.



DESPOTISM

It is the nature of despotism to abhor power held by any
means but its own momentary pleasure; and to annihilate all
intermediate situations between boundless strength on its own
part, and total debility on the part of the people.



JUDGMENT AND POLICY

Nothing can render this a point of indifference to the nation,
but what must either render us totally desperate, or sooth us into
the security of idiots. We must soften into a credulity below
the milkiness of infancy, to think all men virtuous. We must
be tainted with a malignity truly diabolical, to believe all the
world to be equally wicked and corrupt. Men are in public as in
private, some good, some evil. The elevation of the one, and the
depression of the other, are the first objects of all true policy. But
that form of government, which, neither in its direct institutions,
nor in their immediate tendency, has contrived to throw its affairs
into the most trustworthy hands, but has left its whole executory
system to be disposed of agreeably to the uncontrolled pleasures
of any one man, however excellent or virtuous, is a plan of polity
defective not only in that member, but consequentially erroneous
in every part of it.



POPULAR DISCONTENT

To complain of the age we live in, to murmur at the present
possessors of power, to lament the past, to conceive extravagant
hopes of the future, are the common dispositions of the greatest
part of mankind; indeed, the necessary effects of the ignorance
and levity of the vulgar. Such complaints and humours have
existed in all times; yet as all times have NOT been alike, true
political sagacity manifests itself in distinguishing that complaint
which only characterises the general infirmity of human nature,
from those which are symptoms of the particular distemperature
of our own air and season.



THE PEOPLE AND THEIR RULERS

I am not one of those who think that the people are never in
the wrong. They have been so, frequently and outrageously, both
in other countries and in this. But I do say, that in all disputes
between them and their rulers, the presumption is at least upon
a par in favour of the people. Experience may perhaps justify
me in going farther. When popular discontents have been very
prevalent, it may well be affirmed and supported, that there has
been generally something found amiss in the constitution, or
in the conduct of government. The people have no interest in
disorder. When they do wrong, it is their error, and not their
crime.



GOVERNMENT FAVOURITISM

It is this unnatural infusion of a government which in a great
part of its constitution is popular, that has raised the present
ferment in the nation. The people, without entering deeply into
its principles, could plainly perceive its effects, in much violence,
in a great spirit of innovation, and a general disorder in all the
functions of government. I keep my eye solely on this system;
if I speak of those measures which have arisen from it, it will
be so far only as they illustrate the general scheme. This is the
fountain of all those bitter waters, of which, through an hundred
different conduits, we have drunk until we are ready to burst. The
discretionary power of the Crown in the formation of ministry,
abused by bad or weak men, has given rise to a system which,
without directly violating the letter of any law, operates against
the spirit of the whole constitution.

A plan of favouritism for our executory government is
essentially at variance with the plan of our legislature. One great
end undoubtedly of a mixed government like ours, composed
of monarchy, and of controls, on the part of the higher people
and the lower, is that the prince shall not be able to violate the
laws. This is useful indeed and fundamental. But this, even at first
view, in no more than a negative advantage; an armour merely
defensive. It is therefore next in order, and equal in importance,
THAT THE DISCRETIONARY POWERS WHICH ARE



NECESSARILY VESTED IN THE MONARCH, WHETHER
FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE LAWS, OR FOR THE
NOMINATION TO MAGISTRACY AND OFFICE, OR
FOR CONDUCTING THE AFFAIRS OF PEACE AND
WAR, OR FOR ORDERING THE REVENUE, SHOULD
ALL BE EXERCISED UPON PUBLIC PRINCIPLES AND
NATIONAL GROUNDS, AND NOT ON THE LIKINGS
OR PREJUDICES, THE INTRIGUES OR POLICIES, OF A
COURT.



ADMINISTRATION
AND LEGISLATION

In arbitrary governments, the constitution of the ministry
follows the constitution of the legislature. Both the law
and the magistrate are the creatures of will. It must
be so. Nothing, indeed, will appear more certain, on
any tolerable consideration of this matter, than that
EVERY SORT OF GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO HAVE
ITS ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENT TO ITS
LEGISLATURE. If it should be otherwise, things must fall into
a hideous disorder. The people of a free commonwealth, who
have taken such care that their laws should be the result of general
consent, cannot be so senseless as to suffer their executory system
to be composed of persons on whom they have no dependence,
and whom no proofs of the public love and confidence have
recommended to those powers, upon the use of which the very
being of the state depends.



INFLUENCE OF THE CROWN

The power of the Crown, almost dead and rotten as
Prerogative, has grown up anew, with much more strength, and
far less odium, under the name of Influence. An influence, which
operated without noise and without violence; an influence which
converted the very antagonist into the instrument of power;
which contained in itself a perpetual principle of growth and
renovation; and which the distresses and the prosperity of the
country equally tend to augment, was an admirable substitute
for a prerogative, that, being only the offspring of antiquated
prejudices, had moulded into its original stamina irresistible
principles of decay and dissolution. The ignorance of the people
is a bottom but for a temporary system; the interest of active men
in the state is a foundation perpetual and infallible.



VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Government is deeply interested in everything which, even
through the medium of some temporary uneasiness, may tend
finally to compose the minds of the subjects, and to conciliate
their affections. I have nothing to do here with the abstract
value of the voice of the people. But as long as reputation, the
most precious possession of every individual, and as long as
opinion, the great support of the state, depend entirely upon that
voice, it can never be considered as a thing of little consequence
either to individuals or to governments. Nations are not primarily
ruled by laws; less by violence. Whatever original energy may be
supposed either in force or regulation, the operation of both is,
in truth, merely instrumental. Nations are governed by the same
methods, and on the same principles, by which an individual
without authority is often able to govern those who are his
equals or his superiors—by a knowledge of their temper, and
by a judicious management of it; I mean, when public affairs
are steadily and quietly conducted; and when government is
nothing but a continued scuffle between the magistrate and the
multitude; in which sometimes the one and sometimes the other
is uppermost; in which they alternately yield and prevail, in a
series of contemptible victories, and scandalous submissions.
The temper of the people amongst whom he presides ought
therefore to be the first study of a statesman. And the knowledge



of this temper it is by no means impossible for him to attain, if he
has not an interest in being ignorant of what it is his duty to learn.



FALLACY OF EXTREMES

It 1s a fallacy in constant use with those who would
level all things, and confound right with wrong, to insist
upon the inconveniences which are attached to every choice,
without taking into consideration the different weight and
consequence of those inconveniences. The question is not
concerning ABSOLUTE discontent or PERFECT satisfaction in
government; neither of which can be pure and unmixed at any
time, or upon any system. The controversy is about that degree of
good humour in the people, which may possibly be attained, and
ought certainly to be looked for. While some politicians may be
waiting to know whether the sense of every individual be against
them, accurately distinguishing the vulgar from the better sort,
drawing lines between the enterprises of a faction and the efforts
of a people, they may chance to see the government, which they
are so nicely weighing, and dividing, and distinguishing, tumble
to the ground in the midst of their wise deliberation. Prudent
men, when so great an object as the security of government, or
even its peace, is at stake, will not run the risk of a decision which
may be fatal to it. They who can read the political sky will see a
hurricane in a cloud no bigger than a hand at the very edge of the
horizon, and will run into the first harbour. No lines can be laid
down for civil or political wisdom. They are a matter incapable of
exact definition. But, though no man can draw a stroke between



the confines of day and night, yet light and darkness are, upon
the whole, tolerably distinguishable. Nor will it be impossible
for a prince to find out such a mode of government, and such
persons to administer it, as will give a great degree of content
to his people; without any curious and anxious research for that
abstract, universal, perfect harmony, which, while he is seeking,
he abandons those means of ordinary tranquillity which are in
his power without any research at all.



PRIVATE CHARACTER A BASIS
FOR PUBLIC CONFIDENCE

Before men are put forward into the great trusts of the state,
they ought, by their conduct, to have obtained such a degree of
estimation in their country, as may be some sort of pledge and
security to the public, that they will not abuse those trusts. It is no
mean security for a proper use of power, that a man has shown
by the general tenor of his actions, that the affection, the good
opinion, the confidence of his fellow citizens, have been among
the principal objects of his life; and that he has owed none of
the degradations of his power or fortune to a settled contempt,
or occasional forfeiture of their esteem.

That man who before he comes into power has no friends,
or who coming into power is obliged to desert his friends,
or who losing it has no friends to sympathise with him; he
who has no sway among any part of the landed or commercial
interest, but whose whole importance has begun with his office,
and is sure to end with it; is a person who ought never to
be suffered by a controlling parliament to continue in any of
those situations which confer the lead and direction of all our
public affairs; because such a man HAS NO CONNECTION
WITH THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE. Those knots or
cabals of men who have got together avowedly without any
public principle, in order to sell their conjunct iniquity at the



higher rate, and are therefore universally odious, ought never
to be suffered to domineer in the state; because they have NO
CONNECTION WITH THE SENTIMENTS AND OPINIONS
OF THE PEOPLE.



PREVENTION

Every good political institution must have a preventive
operation as well as a remedial. It ought to have a natural
tendency to exclude bad men from government, and not to
trust for the safety of the state to subsequent punishment alone:
punishment, which has ever been tardy and uncertain, and which,
when power is suffered in bad hands, may chance to fall rather
on the injured than the criminal.



CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE

They may be assured, that however they amuse themselves
with a variety of projects for substituting something else in
the place of that great and only foundation of government, the
confidence of the people, every attempt will but make their
condition worse. When men imagine that their food is only
a cover for poison, and when they neither love nor trust the
hand that serves it, it is not the name of the roast beef of Old
England, that will persuade them to sit down to the table that
is spread for them. When the people conceive that laws, and
tribunals, and even popular assemblies, are perverted from the
ends of their institution, they find in those names of degenerated
establishments only new motives to discontent. Those bodies
which, when full of life and beauty, lay in their arms, and were
their joy and comfort, when dead and putrid, become but the
more loathsome from remembrance of former endearments. A
sullen gloom and furious disorder prevail by fits: the nation loses
its relish for peace and prosperity; as it did in that season of
fulness which opened our troubles in the time of Charles the
First. A species of men to whom a state of order would become a
sentence of obscurity, are nourished into a dangerous magnitude
by the heat of intestine disturbances; and it is no wonder that, by
a sort of sinister piety, they cherish, in their turn, the disorders
which are the parents of all their consequence.



FALSE MAXIMS ASSUMED
AS FIRST PRINCIPLES

It is an advantage to all narrow wisdom and narrow morals,
that their maxims have a plausible air; and, on a cursory view,
appear equal to first principles. They are light and portable. They
are as current as copper coin; and about as valuable. They serve
equally the first capacities and the lowest; and they are, at least, as
useful to the worst men as to the best. Of this stamp is the cant of
NOT MEN, BUT MEASURES; a sort of charm by which many
people get loose from every honourable engagement. When 1
see a man acting this desultory and disconnected part, with as
much detriment to his own fortune as prejudice to the cause of
any party, I am not persuaded that he is right; but I am ready
to believe he is in earnest. I respect virtue in all its situations;
even when it is found in the unsuitable company of weakness.
I lament to see qualities rare and valuable, squandered away
without any public utility. But when a gentleman with great
visible emoluments abandons the party in which he has long
acted, and tells you, it is because he proceeds upon his own
judgment; that he acts on the merits of the several measures as
they arise; and that he is obliged to follow his own conscience,
and not that of others; he gives reasons which it is impossible
to controvert, and discovers a character which it is impossible to
mistake. What shall we think of him who never differed from a



certain set of men until the moment they lost their power, and
who never agreed with them in a single instance afterwards?
Would not such a coincidence of interest and opinion be rather
fortunate? Would it not be an extraordinary cast upon the dice,
that a man's connexions should degenerate into faction, precisely
at the critical moment when they lose their power, or he accepts
a place? When people desert their connexions, the desertion is
a manifest FACT, upon which a direct simple issue lies, triable
by plain men. Whether a MEASURE of government be right or
wrong, IS NO MATTER OF FACT, but a mere affair of opinion,
on which men may, as they do, dispute and wrangle without end.
But whether the individual THINKS the measure right or wrong,
is a point at still a greater distance from the reach of all human
decision. It is therefore very convenient to politicians, not to put
the judgment of their conduct on overt acts, cognizable in any
ordinary court, but upon such matter as can be triable only in that
secret tribunal, where they are sure of being heard with favour,
or where at worst the sentence will be only private whipping.



LORD CHATHAM

Another scene was opened, and other actors appeared on
the stage. The State, in the condition I have described it,
was delivered into the hands of Lord Chatham—a great and
celebrated name; a name that keeps the name of this country
respectable in every other on the globe. It may be truly called—

Clarum et venerabile nomen
Gentibus, et multum nostrae quod proderat urbi.

Sir, the venerable age of this great man, his merited rank, his
superior eloquence, his splendid qualities, his eminent services,
the vast space he fills in the eye of mankind; and, more than
all the rest, his fall from power, which, like death, canonizes
and sanctifies a great character, will not suffer me to censure
any part of his conduct. I am afraid to flatter him; I am sure |
am not disposed to blame him. Let those, who have betrayed
him by their adulation, insult him with their malevolence. But
what I do not presume to censure, I may have leave to lament.
For a wise man, he seemed to me at that time to be governed
too much by general maxims. I speak with the freedom of
history, and I hope without offence. One or two of these maxims,
flowing from an opinion not the most indulgent to our unhappy
species, and surely a little too general, led him into measures



that were greatly mischievous to himself; and for that reason,
among others, perhaps fatal to his country; measures, the effects
of which, I am afraid, are for ever incurable. He made an
administration, so checkered and speckled; he put together a
piece of joinery, so crossly indented and whimsically dove-tailed;
a cabinet so variously inlaid; such a piece of diversified mosaic;
such a tesselated pavement without cement; here a bit of black
stone, and there a bit of white; patriots and courtiers, king's
friends and republicans; Whigs and Tories; treacherous friends
and open enemies; that it was indeed a very curious show; but
utterly unsafe to touch, and unsure to stand on. The colleagues
whom he had assorted at the same boards, stared at each other,
and were obliged to ask, "Sir, your name?—Sir, you have the
advantage of me—MTr. Such-a-one—I beg a thousand pardons
—" 1 venture to say, it did so happen, that persons had a single
office divided between them, who had never spoken to each other
in their lives, until they found themselves, they knew not how,
pigging together, heads and points, in the same truckle-bed.

Sir, in consequence of this arrangement, having put so much
the larger part of his enemies and opposers into power, the
confusion was such, that his own principles could not possibly
have any effect or influence in the conduct of affairs. If ever he
fell into a fit of the gout, or if any other cause withdrew him
from public cares, principles directly the contrary were sure to
predominate. When he had executed his plan, he had not an
inch of ground to stand upon. When he had accomplished his



scheme of administration, he was no longer a minister. When his
face was hid but for a moment, his whole system was on a wide
sea, without chart or compass. The gentlemen, his particular
friends, who, with the names of various departments of ministry,
were admitted to seem as if they acted a part under him, with
a modesty that becomes all men, and with a confidence in him,
which was justified even in its extravagance by his superior
abilities, had never, in any instance, presumed upon any opinion
of their own. Deprived of his guiding influence, they were
whirled about, the sport of every gust, and easily driven into any
port; and as those who joined with them in manning the vessel
were the most directly opposite to his opinions, measures, and
character, and far the most artful and most powerful of the set,
they easily prevailed, so as to seize upon the vacant, unoccupied,
and derelict minds of his friends; and instantly they turned the
vessel wholly out of the course of his policy. As if it were to
insult as well as to betray him, even long before the close of the
first session of his administration, when everything was publicly
transacted, and with great parade, in his name, they made an
act, declaring it highly just and expedient to raise a revenue in
America. For even then, Sir, even before this splendid orb was
entirely set, and while the western horizon was in a blaze with
his descending glory, on the opposite quarter of the heavens
arose another luminary, and, for his hour, became lord of the
ascendant.



GRENVILLE

Mr. Grenville was a first-rate figure in this country. With
a masculine understanding, and a stout and resolute heart, he
had an application undissipated and unwearied. He took public
business not as a duty which he was to fulfil, but as a pleasure
he was to enjoy; and he seemed to have no delight out of this
house, except in such things as some way related to the business
that was to be done within it. If he was ambitious, I will say
this for him, his ambition was of a noble and generous strain. It
was to raise himself, not by the low, pimping politics of a court,
but to win his way to power, through the laborious gradations
of public service; and to secure himself a well-earned rank in
Parliament, by a thorough knowledge of its constitution, and a
perfect practice in all its business.

Sir, if such a man fell into errors, it must be from defects not
intrinsical; they must be rather sought in the particular habits
of his life; which though they do not alter the ground-work of
character, yet tinge it with their own hue. He was bred in a
profession. He was bred to the law, which is, in my opinion, one
of the first and noblest of human sciences; a science which does
more to quicken and invigorate the understanding, than all the
other kinds of learning put together; but it is not apt, except in
persons very happily born, to open and to liberalize the mind
exactly in the same proportion. Passing from that study he did



not go very largely into the world; but plunged into business;
I mean into the business of office; and the limited and fixed
methods and forms established there. Much knowledge is to be
had undoubtedly in that line; and there is no knowledge which
is not valuable. But it may be truly said, that men too much
conversant in office are rarely minds of remarkable enlargement.
Their habits of office are apt to give them a turn to think the
substance of business not to be much more important than the
forms in which it is conducted. These forms are adapted to
ordinary occasions; and therefore persons who are nurtured in
office do admirably well as long as things go on in their common
order; but when the high roads are broken up, and the waters out,
when a new and troubled scene is opened, and the file affords no
precedent, then it is that a greater knowledge of mankind, and
a far more extensive comprehension of things, is requisite, than
ever office gave, or than office can ever give.



CHARLES TOWNSHEND

This light too 1s passed and set for ever. You understand, to be
sure, that I speak of Charles Townshend, officially the reproducer
of this fatal scheme; whom I cannot even now remember without
some degree of sensibility. In truth, Sir, he was the delight and
ornament of this house, and the charm of every private society
which he honoured with his presence. Perhaps there never arose
in this country, nor in any country, a man of a more pointed and
finished wit; and (where his passions were not concerned) of a
more refined, exquisite, and penetrating judgment. If he had not
so great a stock, as some have had who flourished formerly, of
knowledge long treasured up, he knew better by far, than any
man I ever was acquainted with, how to bring together within a
short time, all that was necessary to establish, to illustrate, and
to decorate that side of the question he supported. He stated
his matter skilfully and powerfully. He particularly excelled in a
most luminous explanation and display of his subject. His style
of argument was neither trite and vulgar, nor subtle and abstruse.
He hit the house just between wind and water. And not being
troubled with too anxious a zeal for any matter in question, he
was never more tedious, or more earnest, than the pre-conceived
opinions and present temper of his hearers required; to whom
he was always in perfect unison. He conformed exactly to the
temper of the house; and he seemed to guide, because he was



always sure to follow it.



PARTY AND PLACE

Party is a body of men united, for promoting by their joint
endeavours the national interest, upon some particular principle
in which they are all agreed. For my part, I find it impossible to
conceive that any one believes in his own politics, or thinks them
to be of any weight, who refuses to adopt the means of having
them reduced into practice. It is the business of the speculative
philosopher to mark the proper ends of government. It is the
business of the politician, who is the philosopher in action, to
find out proper means towards those ends, and to employ them
with effect. Therefore every honourable connection will avow it
is their first purpose to pursue every just method to put the men
who hold their opinions into such a condition as may enable them
to carry their common plans into execution, with all the power
and authority of the state. As this power is attached to certain
situations, it is their duty to contend for these situations. Without
a proscription of others, they are bound to give to their own
party the preference in all things; and by no means, for private
considerations, to accept any offers of power in which the whole
body is not included; nor to suffer themselves to be led, or to
be controlled, or to be overbalanced, in office or in council, by
those who contradict the very fundamental principles on which
their party is formed, and even those upon which every fair
connection must stand. Such a generous contention for power, on



such manly and honourable maxims, will easily be distinguished
from the mean and interested struggle for place and emolument.
The very style of such persons will serve to discriminate them
from those numberless imposters who have deluded the ignorant
with professions incompatible with human practice, and have
afterwards incensed them by practices below the level of vulgar
rectitude.



POLITICAL CONNECTIONS

Every profession, not excepting the glorious one of a soldier,
or the sacred one of a priest, is liable to its own particular vices,
which, however, form no argument against those ways of life;
nor are the vices themselves inevitable to every individual in
those professions. Of such a nature are connections in politics;
essentially necessary for the full performance of our public duty,
accidentally liable to degenerate into faction. Commonwealths
are made of families, free commonwealths of parties also; and
we may as well affirm, that our natural regards and ties of blood
tend inevitably to make men bad citizens, as that the bonds of
our party weaken those by which we are held to our country.

Some legislators went so far as to make neutrality in party a
crime against the state. I do not know whether this might not
have been rather to overstrain the principle. Certain it is, the best
patriots in the greatest commonwealths have always commended
and promoted such connections. Idem sentire de republica, was
with them a principal ground of friendship and attachment; nor
do I know any other capable of forming firmer, dearer, more
pleasing, more honourable, and more virtuous habitudes. The
Romans carried this principle a great way. Even the holding of
offices together, the disposition of which arose from chance,
not selection, gave rise to a relation which continued for life.
It was called necessitudo sortis; and it was looked upon with a



sacred reverence. Breaches of any of these kinds of civil relation
were considered as acts of the most distinguished turpitude. The
whole people was distributed into political societies, in which
they acted in support of such interests in the state as they severally
affected. For it was then thought no crime to endeavour, by
every honest means, to advance to superiority and power those
of your own sentiments and opinions. This wise people was far
from imagining that those connections had no tie, and obliged
to no duty; but that men might quit them without shame, upon
every call of interest. They believed private honour to be the
great foundation of public trust; that friendship was no mean step
towards patriotism; that he who, in the common intercourse of
life, showed he regarded somebody besides himself, when he
came to act in a public situation, might probably consult some
other interest than his own.



NEUTRALITY

They were a race of men (I hope in God the species is
extinct) who, when they rose in their place, no man living could
divine, from any known adherence to parties, to opinions, or to
principles, from any order or system in their politics, or from any
sequel or connection in their ideas, what part they were going to
take in any debate. It is astonishing how much this uncertainty,
especially at critical times, called the attention of all parties on
such men. All eyes were fixed on them, all ears open to hear
them; each party gaped, and looked alternately for their vote,
almost to the end of their speeches. While the house hung on
this uncertainty, now the HEAR HIMS rose from this side—now
they rebellowed from the other; and that party, to whom they
fell at length from their tremulous and dancing balance, always
received them in a tempest of applause. The fortune of such
men was a temptation too great to be resisted by one to whom
a single whiff of incense withheld gave much greater pain than
he received delight in the clouds of it which daily rose about
him from the prodigal superstition of innumerable admirers. He
was a candidate for contradictory honours; and his great aim was
to make those agree in admiration of him who never agreed in
anything else.



WEAKNESS IN GOVERNMENT

Let us learn from our experience. It is not support that is
wanting to government, but reformation. When ministry rests
upon public opinion, it is not indeed built upon a rock of
adamant; it has, however, some stability. But when it stands upon
private humour, its structure is of stubble, and its foundation
is on quicksand. I repeat it again—He that supports every
administration subverts all government. The reason is this: The
whole business in which a court usually takes an interest goes
on at present equally well, in whatever hands, whether high or
low, wise or foolish, scandalous or reputable; there is nothing,
therefore, to hold it firm to any one body of men, or to any one
consistent scheme of politics. Nothing interposes to prevent the
full operation of all the caprices and all the passions of a court
upon the servants of the public. The system of administration
is open to continual shocks and changes, upon the principles of
the meanest cabal, and the most contemptible intrigue. Nothing
can be solid and permanent. All good men at length fly with
horror from such a service. Men of rank and ability, with the
spirit which ought to animate such men in a free state, while
they decline the jurisdiction of dark cabal on their actions and
their fortunes, will, for both, cheerfully put themselves upon
their country. They will trust an inquisitive and distinguishing
parliament; because it does inquire, and does distinguish. If they



act well, they know that, in such a parliament, they will be
supported against any intrigue; if they act ill, they know that
no intrigue can protect them. This situation, however awful, is
honourable. But in one hour, and in the self-same assembly,
without any assigned or assignable cause, to be precipitated from
the highest authority to the most marked neglect, possibly into
the greatest peril of life and reputation, is a situation full of
danger, and destitute of honour. It will be shunned equally by
every man of prudence, and every man of spirit.



AMERICAN PROGRESS

Nothing in the history of mankind is like their progress. For
my part, I never cast an eye on their flourishing commerce, and
their cultivated and commodious life, but they seem to me rather
ancient nations grown to perfection through a long series of
fortunate events, and a train of successful industry, accumulating
wealth in many centuries, than the colonies of yesterday; than
a set of miserable outcasts, a few years ago, not so much sent
as thrown out, on the bleak and barren shore of a desolate
wilderness, three thousand miles from all civilized intercourse.



COMBINATION, NOT FACTION

That connection and faction are equivalent terms, is an
opinion which has been carefully inculcated at all times by
unconstitutional statesmen. The reason is evident. Whilst men
are linked together, they easily and speedily communicate
the alarm of any evil design. They are enabled to fathom it
with common counsel, and to oppose it with united strength.
Whereas, when they lie dispersed, without concert, order,
or discipline, communication is uncertain, counsel difficult,
and resistance impracticable. Where men are not acquainted
with each other's principles, nor experienced in each other's
talents, nor at all practised in their mutual habitudes and
dispositions by joint efforts in business; no personal confidence,
no friendship, no common interest, subsisting among them; it
is evidently impossible that they can act a public part with
uniformity, perseverance, or efficacy. In a connection, the most
inconsiderable man, by adding to the weight of the whole, has
his value, and his use; out of it, the greatest talents are wholly
unserviceable to the public. No man, who is not inflamed by
vain-glory into enthusiasm, can flatter himself that his single,
unsupported, desultory, unsystematic endeavours, are of power
to defeat the subtle designs and united cabals of ambitious
citizens. When bad men combine, the good must associate; else
they will fall, one by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible



struggle.



GREAT MEN

Great men are the guide-posts and land-marks in the state.
The credit of such men at court, or in the nation, is the sole
cause of all the public measures. It would be an invidious thing
(most foreign, I trust, to what you think my disposition) to remark
the errors into which the authority of great names has brought
the nation, without doing justice at the same time to the great
qualities whence that authority arose. The subject is instructive
to those who wish to form themselves on whatever of excellence
has gone before them. There are many young members in the
house (such of late has been the rapid succession of public men)
who never saw that prodigy, Charles Townshend; nor of course
know what a ferment he was able to excite in everything by the
violent ebullition of his mixed virtues and failings. For failings
he had undoubtedly—many of us remember them; we are this
day considering the effect of them. But he had no failings which
were not owing to a noble cause; to an ardent, generous, perhaps
an immoderate, passion for fame; a passion which is the instinct
of all great souls.



POWER OF CONSTITUENTS

The power of the people, within the laws, must show
itself sufficient to protect every representative in the animated
performance of his duty, or that duty cannot be performed.
The House of Commons can never be a control on other parts
of government, unless they are controlled themselves by their
constituents; and unless these constituents possess some right
in the choice of that house, which it is not in the power of
that house to take away. If they suffer this power of arbitrary
incapacitation to stand, they have utterly perverted every other
power of the House of Commons. The late proceeding I will not
say IS contrary to law, it MUST be so; for the power which is
claimed cannot, by any possibility, be a legal power in any limited
member of government.



INFLUENCE OF PLACE
IN GOVERNMENT

It is no inconsiderable part of wisdom, to know how much
of an evil ought to be tolerated; lest, by attempting a degree of
purity impracticable in degenerate times and manners, instead
of cutting off the subsisting ill practices, new corruptions might
be produced for the concealment and security of the old. It
were better, undoubtedly, that no influence at all could affect
the mind of a member of Parliament. But of all modes of
influence, in my opinion, a place under the government is the
least disgraceful to the man who holds it, and by far the most safe
to the country. I would not shut out that sort of influence which
is open and visible, which is connected with the dignity and the
service of the state, when it is not in my power to prevent the
influence of contracts, of subscriptions, of direct bribery, and
those innumerable methods of clandestine corruption, which are
abundantly in the hands of the court, and which will be applied
as long as these means of corruption, and the disposition to be
corrupted, have existence among us. Our constitution stands on
a nice equipoise, with steep precipices and deep waters upon all
sides of it. In removing it from a dangerous leaning towards one
side, there may be a risk of oversetting it on the other. Every
project of a material change in a government so complicated as
ours, combined at the same time with external circumstances,



still more complicated, is a matter full of difficulties: in which a
considerate man will not be too ready to decide; a prudent man
too ready to undertake; or an honest man too ready to promise.
They do not respect the public nor themselves, who engage for
more than they are sure that they ought to attempt, or that they
are able to perform.



TAXATION INVOLVES PRINCIPLE

No man ever doubted that the commodity of tea could
bear an imposition of threepence. But no commodity will bear
threepence, or will bear a penny, when the general feelings of
men are irritated, and two millions of people are resolved not to
pay. The feelings of the colonies were formerly the feelings of
Great Britain. Theirs were formerly the feelings of Mr. Hampden
when called upon for the payment of twenty shillings. Would
twenty shillings have ruined Mr. Hampden's fortune? No! but
the payment of half twenty shillings, on the principle it was
demanded, would have made him a slave.



GOOD MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

To be a good member of parliament is, let me tell you, no easy
task; especially at this time, when there is so strong a disposition
to run into the perilous extremes of servile compliance or wild
popularity. To unite circumspection with vigour is absolutely
necessary; but it is extremely difficult. We are now members for
a rich commercial CITY; this city, however, is but a part of a
rich commercial NATION, the interests of which are various,
multiform, and intricate. We are members for that great nation,
which however is itself but part of a great EMPIRE, extended by
our virtue and our fortune to the farthest limits of the east and
of the west. All these wide-spread interests must be considered;
must be compared; must be reconciled, if possible. We are
members for a FREE country; and surely we all know, that the
machine of a free constitution is no simple thing; but as intricate
and as delicate as it is valuable. We are members in a great and
ancient MONARCHY ; and we must preserve religiously the true
legal rights of the sovereign, which form the key-stone that binds
together the noble and well-constructed arch of our empire and
our constitution.



FISHERIES OF NEW ENGLAND

As to the wealth which the colonies have drawn from the
sea by their fisheries, you had all that matter fully opened at
your bar. You surely thought those acquisitions of value, for they
seemed even to excite your envy; and yet the spirit by which that
enterprising employment has been exercised ought rather, in my
opinion, to have raised your esteem and admiration. And pray,
Sir, what in the world is equal to it! Pass by the other parts, and
look at the manner in which the people of New England have of
late carried on the whale fishery. Whilst we follow them among
the tumbling mountains of ice, and behold them penetrating into
the deepest frozen recesses of Hudson's Bay and Davis's Straits,
whilst we are looking for them beneath the arctic circle, we hear
that they have pierced into the opposite region of polar cold,
that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the frozen
serpent of the south. Falkland Island, which seemed too remote
and romantic an object for the grasp of national ambition, is
but a stage and resting-place in the progress of their victorious
industry. Nor is the equinoctial heat more discouraging to them,
than the accumulated winter of both the poles. We know that
whilst some of them draw the line and strike the harpoon on
the coast of Africa, others run the longitude, and pursue their
gigantic game along the coast of Brazil. No sea but what is vexed
by their fisheries. No climate that is not witness to their toils.



Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor the activity of France,
nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enterprise, ever
carried this most perilous mode of hard industry to the extent to
which it has been pushed by this recent people; a people who are
still, as it were, but in the gristle, and not yet hardened into the
bone of manhood.



PREPARATION FOR PARLIAMENT

When I first devoted myself to the public service, I considered
how I should render myself fit for it; and this I did by
endeavouring to discover what it was that gave this country
the rank it holds in the world. I found that our prosperity and
dignity arose principally, if not solely, from two sources;—our
constitution and commerce. Both these I have spared no study to
understand, and no endeavour to support.

The distinguishing part of our constitution is its liberty. To
preserve that liberty inviolate, seems the particular duty and
proper trust of a member of the House of Commons. But the
liberty, the only liberty I mean, is a liberty connected with
order; that not only exists along with order and virtue, but which
cannot exist at all without them. It inheres in good and steady
government, as in its substance and vital principle.

The other source of our power is commerce, of which you
are so large a part, and which cannot exist, no more than your
liberty, without a connection with many virtues. It has ever been
a very particular and a very favourite object of my study, in its
principles, and in its details. I think many here are acquainted
with the truth of what I say. This I know, that I have ever had
my house open, and my poor services ready, for traders and
manufacturers of every denomination. My favourite ambition is
to have those services acknowledged. I now appear before you to



make trial, whether my earnest endeavours have been so wholly
oppressed by the weakness of my abilities as to be rendered
insignificant in the eyes of a great trading city; or whether you
choose to give a weight to humble abilities, for the sake of the
honest exertions with which they are accompanied. This is my
trial to-day. My industry is not on trial. Of my industry I am sure,
as far as my constitution of mind and body admitted.



BATHURST AND
AMERICA'S FUTURE

Let us, however, before with descend from this noble
eminence, reflect that this growth of our national prosperity
has happened within the short period of the life of man. It has
happened within sixty-eight years. There are those alive whose
memory might touch the two extremities. For instance, my Lord
Bathurst might remember all the stages of the progress. He was,
in 1704, of an age at least to be made to comprehend such things.
He was then old enough "acta parentum jam legere, et quae sit
poterit cognoscere virtus." Suppose, Sir, that the angel of this
auspicious youth, foreseeing the many virtues which made him
one of the most amiable, as he is one of the most fortunate,
men of his age, had opened to him in vision, that when, in the
fourth generation, the third prince of the house of Brunswick
had sat twelve years on the throne of that nation, which (by the
happy issue of moderate and healing councils) was to be made
Great Britain, he should see his son, lord chancellor of England,
turn back the current of hereditary dignity to its fountain, and
raise him to a higher rank of peerage, whilst he enriched the
family with a new one. If amidst these bright and happy scenes
of domestic honour and prosperity, that angel should have drawn
up the curtain, and unfolded the rising glories of his country, and
whilst he was gazing with admiration on the then commercial



grandeur of England, the genius should point out to him a little
speck, scarce visible in the mass of the national interest, a small
seminal principle, rather than a formed body, and should tell
him—"Young man, there is America—which at this day serves
for little more than to amuse you with stories of savage men,
and uncouth manners; yet shall, before you taste of death, show
itself equal to the whole of that commerce which now attracts
the envy of the world. Whatever England has been growing to by
a progressive increase of improvement, brought in by varieties
of people, by succession of civilizing conquests and civilizing
settlements in a series of seventeen hundred years, you shall see
as much added to her by America in the course of a single life!"
If this state of his country had been foretold to him, would it
not require all the sanguine credulity of youth, and all the fervid
glow of enthusiasm, to make him believe it? Fortunate man, he
has lived to see it! Fortunate, indeed, if he lives to see nothing
that shall vary the prospect, and cloud the setting of his day!



CANDID POLICY

Refined policy ever has been the parent of confusion; and ever
will be so, as long as the world endures. Plain good intention,
which is as easily discovered at the first view, as fraud is
surely detected at last, is, let me say, of no mean force in the
government of mankind. Genuine simplicity of heart is a healing
and cementing principle. My plan, therefore, being formed
upon the most simple grounds imaginable, may disappoint some
people, when they hear it. It has nothing to recommend it to
the pruriency of curious ears. There is nothing at all new and
captivating in it. It has nothing of the splendour of the project
which has been lately laid upon your table by the noble lord
in the blue riband. It does not propose to fill your lobby with
squabbling colony agents, who will require the interposition of
your mace, at every instant, to keep the peace amongst them.
It does not institute a magnificent auction of finance, where
captivated provinces come to general ransom by bidding against
each other, until you knock down the hammer, and determine
a proportion of payments beyond all the powers of algebra to
equalize and settle.



WISDOM OF CONCESSION

Peace implies reconciliation; and where there has been a
material dispute, reconciliation does in a manner always imply
concession on the one part or the other. In this state of things
I make no difficulty in affirming that the proposal ought to
originate from us. Great and acknowledged force is not impaired,
either in effect or in opinion, by an unwillingness to exert
itself. The superior power may offer peace with honour and
with safety. Such an offer from such a power will be attributed
to magnanimity. But the concessions of the weak are the
concessions of fear. When such a one is disarmed, he is wholly
at the mercy of his superior; and he loses for ever that time and
those chances which, as they happen to all men, are the strength
and resources of all inferior power.



MAGNANIMITY

As for the trifling petulance which the rage of party stirs up
in little minds, though it should show itself even in this court,
it has not made the slightest impression on me. The highest
flight of such clamorous birds is winged in an inferior region
of the air. We hear them, and we look upon them, just as you,
gentlemen, when you enjoy the serene air on your lofty rocks,
look down upon the gulls that skim the mud of your river, when
it is exhausted of its tide.



DUTY OF REPRESENTATIVES

It ought to be the happiness and glory of a representative
to live in the strictest union, the closest correspondence, and
the most unreserved communication with his constituents. Their
wishes ought to have great weight with him; their opinion high
respect; their business unremitted attention. It is his duty to
sacrifice his repose, his pleasures, his satisfactions, to theirs; and
above all, ever, and in all cases, to prefer their interest to his own.
But, his unbiassed opinion, his mature judgment, his enlightened
conscience, he ought not to sacrifice to you, to any man, or to any
set of men living. These he does not derive from your pleasure;
no, nor from the law and the constitution. They are a trust from
Providence, for the abuse of which he is deeply answerable. Your
representative owes you, not his industry only, but his judgment;
and he betrays, instead of serving you, if he sacrifices it to your
opinion.



PRUDENTIAL SILENCE

Though I gave so far into his opinion, that I immediately threw
my thoughts into a sort of parliamentary form, I was by no means
equally ready to produce them. It generally argues some degree
of natural impotence of mind, or some want of knowledge of
the world, to hazard plans of government except from a seat
of authority. Propositions are made, not only ineffectually, but
somewhat disreputably, when the minds of men are not properly
disposed for their reception: and for my part, I am not ambitious
of ridicule; not absolutely a candidate for disgrace.



COLONIAL TIES

They are "our children;" but when children ask for bread,
we are not to give a stone. Is it because the natural resistance
of things, and the various mutations of time, hinders our
government, or any scheme of government, from being any more
than a sort of approximation to the right, is it therefore that the
colonies are to recede from it infinitely? When this child of ours
wishes to assimilate to its parent, and to reflect with a true filial
resemblance the beauteous countenance of British liberty, are we
to turn to them the shameful parts of our constitution? are we to
give them our weakness for their strength? our opprobrium for
their glory? and the slough of slavery, which we are not able to
work off, to serve them for their freedom?



GOVERNMENT AND LEGISLATION

If government were a matter of will upon any side, yours,
without question, ought to be superior. But government and
legislation are matters of reason and judgment, and not of
inclination; and what sort of reason is that, in which the
determination precedes the discussion; in which one set of men
deliberate, and another decide; and where those who form the
conclusion are perhaps three hundred miles distant from those
who hear the arguments?



PARLIAMENT

Parliament is not a CONGRESS of ambassadors from
different and hostile interests, which interests each must
maintain, as an agent and advocate, against other agents and
advocates; but parliament is a DELIBERATIVE assembly of
ONE nation, with ONE interest, that of the whole; where, not
local purposes, not local prejudices, ought to guide, but the
general good, resulting from the general reason of the whole. You
choose a member indeed; but when you have chosen him, he is
not member of Bristol, but he is a member of PARLIAMENT.



MORAL LEVELLERS

This moral levelling is a SERVILE PRINCIPLE. It leads
to practical passive obedience far better than all the doctrines
which the pliant accommodation of theology to power has ever
produced. It cuts up by the roots, not only all idea of forcible
resistance, but even of civil opposition. It disposes men to an
abject submission, not by opinion, which may be shaken by
argument or altered by passion, but by the strong ties of public
and private interest. For if all men who act in a public situation
are equally selfish, corrupt, and venal, what reason can be
given for desiring any sort of change, which, besides the evils
which must attend all changes, can be productive of no possible
advantage? The active men in the state are true samples of the
mass. If they are universally depraved, the commonwealth itself
1s not sound. We may amuse ourselves with talking as much as
we please of the virtue of middle or humble life; that is, we may
place our confidence in the virtue of those who have never been
tried. But if the persons who are continually emerging out of
that sphere be no better than those whom birth has placed above
it, what hopes are there in the remainder of the body, which is
to furnish the perpetual succession of the state? All who have
ever written on government are unanimous, that among a people
generally corrupt, liberty cannot long exist. And indeed how is
it possible? when those who are to make the laws, to guard, to



enforce, or to obey them, are, by a tacit confederacy of manners,
indisposed to the spirit of all generous and noble institutions.



PUBLIC SALARY AND
PATRIOTIC SERVICE

I am not possessed of an exact common measure between real
service and its reward. I am very sure that states do sometimes
receive services which it is hardly in their power to reward
according to their worth. If I were to give my judgment with
regard to this country, I do not think the great efficient offices of
the state to be overpaid. The service of the public is a thing which
cannot be put to auction, and struck down to those who will
agree to execute it the cheapest. When the proportion between
reward and service is our object, we must always consider of
what nature the service is, and what sort of men they are that
must perform it. What is just payment for one kind of labour,
and full encouragement for one kind of talents, is fraud and
discouragement to others. Many of the great offices have much
duty to do, and much expense of representation to maintain. A
secretary of state, for instance, must not appear sordid in the
eyes of the ministers of other nations; neither ought our ministers
abroad to appear contemptible in the courts where they reside.
In all offices of duty, there is, almost necessarily, a great neglect
of all domestic affairs. A person in high office can rarely take
a view of his family house. If he sees that the state takes no
detriment, the state must see that his affairs should take as little.
I will even go so far as to affirm, that if men were willing to serve



in such situations without salary, they ought not to be permitted
to do it. Ordinary service must be secured by the motives to
ordinary integrity. I do not hesitate to say, that that state which
lays its foundations in rare and heroic virtues, will be sure to have
its superstructure in the basest profligacy and corruption. An
honourable and fair profit is the best security against avarice and
rapacity; as in all things else, a lawful and regulated enjoyment is
the best security against debauchery and excess. For as wealth is
power, so all power will infallibly draw wealth to itself by some
means or other: and when men are left no way of ascertaining
their profits but by their means of obtaining them, those means
will be increased to infinity. This is true in all the parts of
administration, as well as in the whole. If any individual were
to decline his appointments, it might give an unfair advantage to
ostentatious ambition over unpretending service; it might breed
invidious comparisons; it might tend to destroy whatever little
unity and agreement may be found among ministers. And, after
all, when an ambitious man had run down his competitors by a
fallacious show of disinterestedness, and fixed himself in power
by that means, what security is there that he would not change
his course, and claim as an indemnity ten times more than he
has given up?



RATIONAL LIBERTY

Liberty, too, must be limited in order to be possessed. The
degree of restraint it is impossible in any case to settle precisely.
But it ought to be the constant aim of every wise public council to
find out by cautious experiments, and rational, cool endeavours,
with how little, not how much, of this restraint the community
can subsist. For liberty is a good to be improved, and not an
evil to be lessened. It is not only a private blessing of the first
order, but the vital spring and energy of the state itself, which
has just so much life and vigour as there is liberty in it. But
whether liberty be advantageous or not (for I know it is a fashion
to decry the very principle), none will dispute that peace is
a blessing; and peace must in the course of human affairs be
frequently bought by some indulgence and toleration at least to
liberty. For as the sabbath (though of Divine institution) was
made for man, not man for the sabbath, government, which can
claim no higher origin or authority, in its exercise at least, ought
to conform to the exigencies of the time, and the temper and
character of the people with whom it is concerned; and not
always to attempt violently to bend the people to their theories of
subjection. The bulk of mankind on their part are not excessively
curious concerning any theories whilst they are really happy; and
one sure symptom of an ill-conducted state is the propensity of
the people to resort to them.



IRELAND AND MAGNA CHARTA

The feudal baronage and the feudal knighthood, the roots of
our primitive constitution, were early transplanted into that soil,
and grew and flourished there. Magna Charta, if it did not give
us originally the House of Commons, gave us at least a house of
commons of weight and consequence. But your ancestors did not
churlishly sit down alone to the feast of Magna Charta. Ireland
was made immediately a partaker. This benefit of English laws
and liberties, I confess, was not at first extended to ALL Ireland.
Mark the consequence. English authority and English liberty
had exactly the same boundaries. Your standard could never be
advanced an inch beyond your privileges. Sir John Davis shows,
beyond a doubt, that the refusal of a general communication of
these rights was the true cause why Ireland was five hundred
years in subduing; and after the vain projects of a military
government, attempted in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, it was
soon discovered that nothing could make that country English,
in civility and allegiance, but your laws and your forms of
legislature. It was not English arms, but the English constitution,
that conquered Ireland. From that time Ireland has ever had
a general parliament, as she had before a partial parliament.
You changed the people; you altered the religion; but you never
touched the form or the vital substance of free government in that
kingdom. You deposed kings; you restored them; you altered the



succession to theirs, as well as to your own crown; but you never
altered their constitution; the principle of which was respected
by usurpation; restored with the restoration of monarchy, and
established, I trust, for ever, by the glorious Revolution.



COLONIES AND BRITISH
CONSTITUTION

For that service, for all service, whether of revenue, trade, or
empire, my trust is in her interest in the British constitution. My
hold of the colonies is in the close affection which grows from
common names, from kindred blood, from similar privileges,
and equal protection. These are ties, which, though light as air,
are as strong as links of iron. Let the colonies always keep the
idea of their civil rights associated with your government;—
they will cling and grapple to you; and no force under heaven
will be of power to tear them from their allegiance. But let it
be once understood that your government may be one thing,
and their privileges another; that these two things may exist
without any mutual relation; the cement is gone; the cohesion is
loosened; and everything hastens to decay and dissolution. As
long as you have the wisdom to keep the sovereign authority
of this country as the sanctuary of liberty, the sacred temple
consecrated to our common faith, wherever the chosen race and
sons of England worship freedom, they will turn their faces
towards you. The more they multiply, the more friends you will
have; the more ardently they love liberty, the more perfect will
be their obedience. Slavery they can have anywhere. It is a weed
that grows 1n every soil. They may have it from Spain, they may
have it from Prussia. But, until you become lost to all feeling of



your true interest and your natural dignity, freedom they can have
from none but you. This is the commodity of price, of which you
have the monopoly. This is the true act of navigation, which binds
to you the commerce of the colonies, and through them secures
to you the wealth of the world. Deny them this participation of
freedom, and you break that sole bond, which originally made,
and must still preserve, the unity of the empire. Do not entertain
so weak an imagination, as that your registers and your bonds,
your affidavits and your sufferances, your cockets and your
clearances, are what form the great securities of your commerce.
Do not dream that your letters of office, and your instructions,
and your suspending clauses, are the things that hold together
the great contexture of this mysterious whole. These things do
not make your government. Dead instruments, passive tools as
they are, it is the spirit of the English communion that gives
all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit of the English
constitution, which, infused through the mighty mass, pervades,
feeds, unites, invigorates, vivifies every part of the empire, even
down to the minutest member.



RECIPROCAL CONFIDENCE

At the first fatal opening of this contest, the wisest course
seemed to be to put an end as soon as possible to the immediate
causes of the dispute; and to quiet a discussion, not easily settled
upon clear principles, and arising from claims, which pride would
permit neither party to abandon, by resorting as nearly as possible
to the old, successful course. A mere repeal of the obnoxious tax,
with a declaration of the legislative authority of this kingdom,
was then fully sufficient to procure peace to BOTH SIDES.
Man is a creature of habit, and, the first breach being of very
short continuance, the colonies fell back exactly into their ancient
state. The congress has used an expression with regard to this
pacification, which appears to me truly significant. After the
repeal of the Stamp Act, "the colonies fell," says this assembly,
"into their ancient state of UNSUSPECTING CONFIDENCE
IN THE MOTHER COUNTRY." This unsuspecting confidence
is the true centre of gravity amongst mankind, about which all
the parts are at rest. It is this UNSUSPECTING CONFIDENCE
that removes all difficulties, and reconciles all the contradictions
which occur in the complexity of all ancient, puzzled, political
establishments. Happy are the rulers which have the secret of
preserving it!



PENSIONS AND THE CROWN

When men receive obligations from the Crown, through the
pious hands of fathers, or of connections as venerable as the
paternal, the dependencies which arise from thence are the
obligations of gratitude, and not the fetters of servility. Such
ties originate in virtue, and they promote it. They continue men
in those habitudes of friendship, those political connexions, and
those political principles, in which they began life. They are
antidotes against a corrupt levity, instead of causes of it. What an
unseemly spectacle would it afford, what a disgrace would it be to
the commonwealth that suffered such things, to see the hopeful
son of a meritorious minister begging his bread at the door of
that treasury, from whence his father dispensed the economy of
an empire, and promoted the happiness and glory of his country!
Why should he be obliged to prostrate his honour, and to submit
his principles at the levee of some proud favourite, shouldered
and thrust aside by every impudent pretender, on the very spot
where a few days before he saw himself adored?—obliged to
cringe to the author of the calamities of his house, and to kiss
the hands that are red with his father's blood.



COLONIAL PROGRESS

But nothing in progression can rest on its original plan. We
may as well think of rocking a grown man in the cradle of
an infant. Therefore as the colonies prospered and increased
to a numerous and mighty people, spreading over a very great
tract of the globe; it was natural that they should attribute to
assemblies, so respectable in their formal constitution, some part
of the dignity of the great nations which they represented. No
longer tied to by-laws, these assemblies made acts of all sorts
and in all cases whatsoever. They levied money, not for parochial
purposes, but upon regular grants to the Crown, following all the
rules and principles of a parliament to which they approached
every day more and more nearly. Those who think themselves
wiser than Providence, and stronger than the course of nature,
may complain of all this variation, on the one side or the other, as
their several humours and prejudices may lead them. But things
could not be otherwise; and English colonies must be had on
these terms, or not had at all.



FEUDAL PRINCIPLES
AND MODERN TIMES

In the first place, it is formed, in many respects, upon
FEUDAL PRINCIPLES. In the feudal times, it was not
uncommon, even among subjects, for the lowest offices to be held
by considerable persons; persons as unfit by their incapacity, as
improper from their rank, to occupy such employments. They
were held by patent, sometimes for life, and sometimes by
inheritance. If my memory does not deceive me, a person of no
slight consideration held the office of patent hereditary cook to
an earl of Warwick. The earl of Warwick's soups, I fear, were
not the better for the dignity of his kitchen. I think it was an
earl of Gloucester, who officiated as steward of the household
to the archbishops of Canterbury. Instances of the same kind
may in some degree be found in the Northumberland house-
book, and other family records. There was some reason in ancient
necessities, for these ancient customs. Protection was wanted;
and the domestic tie, thought not the highest, was the closest.
The king's household has not only several strong traces of this
FEUDALITY, but it is formed also upon the principles of a
BODY CORPORATE; it has its own magistrates, courts, and
by-laws. This might be necessary in the ancient times, in order
to have a government within itself, capable of regulating the
vast and often unruly multitude which composed and attended



it. This was the origin of the ancient court called the GREEN
CLOTH—composed of the marshal, treasurer, and other great
officers of the household, with certain clerks. The rich subjects
of the kingdom who had formerly the same establishments
(only on a reduced scale) have since altered their economy; and
turned the course of their expense from the maintenance of vast
establishments within their walls, to the employment of a great
variety of independent trades abroad. Their influence is lessened;
but a mode of accommodation, and a style of splendour, suited
to the manners of the times, has been increased. Royalty itself
has insensibly followed; and the royal household has been carried
away by the resistless tide of manners: but with this very material
difference;—private men have got rid of the establishments along
with the reasons of them; whereas the royal household has
lost all that was stately and venerable in the antique manners,
without retrenching anything of the cumbrous charge of a Gothic
establishment. It is shrunk into the polished littleness of modern
elegance and personal accommodation; it has evaporated from
the gross concrete into an essence and rectified spirit of expense,
where you have tuns of ancient pomp in a vial of modern luxury.



RESTRICTIVE VIRTUES

I know, that all parsimony is of a quality approaching to
unkindness; and that (on some person or other) every reform
must operate as a sort of punishment. Indeed, the whole class of
the severe and restrictive virtues are at a market almost too high
for humanity. What is worse, there are very few of those virtues
which are not capable of being imitated, and even outdone,
in many of their most striking effects, by the worst of vices.
Malignity and envy will carve much more deeply, and finish
much more sharply, in the work of retrenchment, than frugality
and providence. I do not, therefore, wonder that gentlemen
have kept away from such a task, as well from good-nature as
from prudence. Private feeling might, indeed, be overborne by
legislative reason; and a man of a longd-sighted and a strong-
nerved humanity might bring himself, not so much to consider
from whom he takes a superfluous enjoyment, as for whom in
the end he may preserve the absolute necessaries of life.



LIBELLERS OF HUMAN NATURE

I hope there are none of you corrupted with the doctrine
taught by wicked men for the worst purposes, and received by
the malignant credulity of envy and ignorance, which is, that
the men who act upon the public stage are all alike; all equally
corrupt; all influenced by no other views than the sordid lure of
salary and pension. The thing I know by experience to be false.
Never expecting to find perfection in men, and not looking for
divine attributes in created beings, in my commerce with my
contemporaries, I have found much human virtue. I have seen not
a little public spirit; a real subordination of interest to duty; and
a decent and regulated sensibility to honest fame and reputation.
The age unquestionably produces (whether in a greater or less
number than former times, I know not) daring profligates, and
insidious hypocrites. What then? Am I not to avail myself of
whatever good is to be found in the world, because of the mixture
of evil that will always be in it? The smallness of the quantity in
currency only heightens the value. They who raise suspicions on
the good on account of the behaviour of ill men, are of the party
of the latter. The common cant is no justification for taking this
party. I have been deceived, say they, by Titius and Maevius; I
have been the dupe of this pretender or of that mountebank; and
I can trust appearances no longer. But my credulity and want of
discernment cannot, as I conceive, amount to a fair presumption



against any man's integrity. A conscientious person would rather
doubt his own judgment, than condemn his species. He would
say, [ have observed without attention, or judged upon erroneous
maxims; I trusted to profession, when I ought to have attended
to conduct. Such a man will grow wise, not malignant, by his
acquaintance with the world. But he that accuses all mankind of
corruption, ought to remember that he is sure to convict only one.
In truth I should much rather admit those, whom at any time I
have disrelished the most, to be patterns of perfection, than seek
a consolation to my own unworthiness, in a general communion
of depravity with all about me.



REFUSAL A REVENUE

What (says the financier) is peace to us without money? Your
plan gives us no revenue. No! But it does—for it secures to
the subject the power of REFUSAL,; the first of all revenues.
Experience is a cheat, and fact a liar, if this power in the subject
of proportioning his grant, or of not granting at all, has not been
found the richest mine of revenue ever discovered by the skill
or by the fortune of man. It does not indeed vote you 152,752
pounds : 11 : 2 3/4ths, nor any other paltry limited sum. But
it gives the strong box itself, the fund, the bank, from whence
only revenues can arise amongst a people sensible of freedom:
Posita luditur arca. Cannot you in England; cannot you at this
time of day; cannot you, a House of Commons, trust to the
principle which has raised so mighty a revenue, and accumulated
a debt of near 140 millions in this country? Is this principle to
be true in England, and false everywhere else? Is it not true in
Ireland? Has it not hitherto been true in the colonies? Why should
you presume, that, in any country, a body duly constituted for
any function, will neglect to perform its duty, and abdicate its
trust? Such a presumption would go against all governments in
all modes. But, in truth, this dread of penury of supply, from a
free assembly, has no foundation in nature. For first observe, that
besides the desire which all men have naturally of supporting the
honour of their own government, that sense of dignity, and that



security to property, which ever attend freedom, have a tendency
to increase the stock of the free community. Most may be taken
where most is accumulated. And what is the soil or climate
where experience has not uniformly proved, that the voluntary
flow of heaped-up plenty, bursting from the weight of its own
rich luxuriance, has ever run with a more copious stream of
revenue, than could be squeezed from the dry husks of oppressed
indigence, by the straining of all the politic machinery in the
world.



A PARTY MAN

The only method which has ever been found effectual to
preserve any man against the corruption of nature and example,
is a habit of life and communication of counsels with the most
virtuous and public-spirited men of the age you live in. Such a
society cannot be kept without advantage or deserted without
shame. For this rule of conduct I may be called in reproach a
PARTY MAN; but I am little affected with such aspersions. In
the way which they call party, I worship the constitution of your
fathers; and I shall never blush for my political company. All
reverence to honour, all idea of what it is, will be lost out of the
world, before it can be imputed as a fault to any man, that he has
been closely connected with those incomparable persons, living
and dead, with whom for eleven years I have constantly thought
and acted. If I have wandered out of the paths of rectitude
into those of interested faction, it was in company with the
Saviles, the Dowdeswells, the Wentworths, the Bentincks; with
the Lenoxes, the Manchesters, the Keppels, the Saunderses; with
the temperate, permanent, hereditary virtue of the whole house
of Cavendish; names, among which, some have extended your
fame and empire in arms, and all have fought the battle of
your liberties in fields not less glorious. These, and many more
like these, grafting public principles on private honour, have
redeemed the present age, and would have adorned the most



splendid period in your history.



PATRIOTISM AND PUBLIC INCOME

Is it not the same virtue which does everything for us here
in England? Do you imagine, then, that it is the land-tax which
raises your revenue? that it is the annual vote in the committee of
supply, which gives you your army? or that it is the Mutiny Bill,
which inspires it with bravery and discipline? No! surely no! It is
the love of the people; it is their attachment to their government,
from the sense of the deep stake they have in such a glorious
institution, which gives you your army and your navy, and infuses
into both that liberal obedience, without which your army would
be a base rabble, and your navy nothing but rotten timber.

All this, I know well enough, will sound wild and chimerical to
the profane herd of those vulgar and mechanical politicians, who
have no place among us; a sort of people who think that nothing
exists but what is gross and material; and who therefore, far from
being qualified to be directors of the great movement of empire,
are not fit to turn a wheel in the machine. But to men truly
initiated and rightly taught, these ruling and master principles,
which, in the opinion of such men as I have mentioned, have
no substantial existence, are in truth everything, and all in all.
Magnanimity in politics is not seldom the truest wisdom; and a
great empire and little minds go ill together. If we are conscious
of our situation, and glow with zeal to fill our places as becomes
our station and ourselves, we ought to auspicate all our public



proceedings on America, with the old warning of the Church,
Sursum corda! We ought to elevate our minds to the greatness
of that trust to which the order of Providence has called us.
By adverting to the dignity of this high calling, our ancestors
have turned a savage wilderness into a glorious empire; and have
made the most extensive, and the only honourable conquests,
not by destroying, but by promoting the wealth, the number, the
happiness of the human race. Let us get an American revenue as
we have got an American empire. English privileges have made
it all that it is; English privileges alone will make it all it can be.



AMERICAN PROTESTANTISM

If anything were wanting to this necessary operation of the
form of government, religion would have given it a complete
effect. Religion, always a principle of energy, in this new people
is no way worn out or impaired; and their mode of professing
it 1s also one main cause of this free spirit. The people are
Protestants; and of that kind which is the most adverse to all
implicit submission of mind and opinion. This is a persuasion not
only favourable to liberty, but built upon it. I do not think, Sir,
that the reason of this averseness in the dissenting churches, from
all that looks like absolute government, is so much to be sought
in their religious tenets, as in their history. Every one knows that
the Roman Catholic religion is at least coeval with most of the
governments where it prevails; that it has generally gone hand
in hand with them, and received great favour and every kind of
support from authority. The Church of England, too, was formed
from her cradle, under the nursing care of regular government.
But the dissenting interests have sprung up in direct opposition
to all the ordinary powers of the world; and could justify that
opposition only on a strong claim to natural liberty. Their very
existence depended on the powerful and unremitted assertion of
that claim. All Protestantism, even the most cold and passive, is
a sort of dissent. But the religion most prevalent in our northern
colonies is a refinement on the principle of resistance; it is the



dissidence of dissent, and the Protestantism of the Protestant
religion.



RIGHT OF TAXATION

I am resolved this day to have nothing at all to do with the
question of the right of taxation. Some gentlemen startle, but it
is true; I put it totally out of the question. It is less than nothing
in my consideration. I do not indeed wonder, nor will you,
Sir, that gentlemen of profound learning are fond of displaying
it on this profound subject. But my consideration is narrow,
confined, and wholly limited to the policy of the question. I do
not examine whether the giving away a man's money be a power
excepted and reserved out of the general trust of government;
and how far all mankind, in all forms of polity, are entitled to
an exercise of that right by the charter of nature. Or whether,
on the contrary, a right of taxation is necessarily involved in
the general principle of legislation, and inseparable from the
ordinary supreme power. These are deep questions, where great
names militate against each other; where reason is perplexed; and
an appeal to authorities only thickens the confusion. For high
and reverend authorities lift up their heads on both sides; and
there is no sure footing in the middle. This point is the GREAT
SERBONIAN BOG, BETWIXT DAMIATA AND MOUNT
CASIUS OLD, WHERE ARMIES WHOLE HAVE SUNK. I
do not intend to be overwhelmed in that bog, though in such
respectable company. The question with me is, not whether you
have a right to render your people miserable; but whether it is



not your interest to make them happy. It is not what a lawyer tells
me [ MAY do; but what humanity, reason, and justice tell me I
ought to do. Is a politic act the worse for being a generous one?
Is no concession proper, but that which is made from your want
of right to keep what you grant? Or does it lessen the grace or
dignity of relaxing in the exercise of an odious claim, because
you have your evidence-room full of titles, and your magazines
stuffed with arms to enforce them? What signify all those titles,
and all those arms? Of what avail are they, when the reason of
the thing tells me, that the assertion of my title is the loss of my
suit; and that I could do nothing but wound myself by the use of
my own weapons?



CONTRACTED VIEWS

It is exceedingly common for men to contract their love to
their country into an attachment to its petty subdivisions; and they
sometimes even cling to their provincial abuses, as if they were
franchises and local privileges. Accordingly, in places where
there is much of this kind of estate, persons will be always
found who would rather trust to their talents in recommending
themselves to power for the renewal of their interests, than
to incumber their purses, though never so lightly, in order to
transmit independence to their posterity. It is a great mistake,
that the desire of securing property is universal among mankind.
Gaming is a principle inherent in human nature. It belongs to
us all. T would therefore break those tables; I would furnish
no evil occupation for that spirit. I would make every man
look everywhere, except to the intrigue of a court, for the
improvement of his circumstances, or the security of his fortune.



ASSIMILATING
POWER OF CONTACT

I am sure that the only means of checking precipitate
degeneracy is heartily to concur with whatever is the best in
our time; and to have some more correct standard of judging
what that best is, than the transient and uncertain favour of a
court. If once we are able to find, and can prevail on ourselves to
strengthen, a union of such men, whatever accidentally becomes
indisposed to ill-exercised power, even by the ordinary operation
of human passions, must join with that society, and cannot long
be joined without in some degree assimilating to it. Virtue will
catch as well as vice by contact; and the public stock of honest,
manly principle will daily accumulate. We are not too nicely to
scrutinize motives as long as action is irreproachable. It is enough
(and for a worthy man perhaps too much) to deal out its infamy
to convicted guilt and declared apostacy.



PRUDENCE OF TIMELY REFORM

But there is a time when men will not suffer bad things
because their ancestors have suffered worse. There is a time
when the hoary head of inveterate abuse will neither draw
reverence nor obtain protection. If the noble lord in the blue
riband pleads "not guilty" to the charges brought against the
present system of public economys, it is not possible to give a fair
verdict by which he will not stand acquitted. But pleading is not
our present business. His plea or his traverse may be allowed as
an answer to a charge, when a charge is made. But if he puts
himself in the way to obstruct reformation, then the faults of
his office instantly become his own. Instead of a public officer
in an abusive department, whose province is an object to be
regulated, he becomes a criminal who is to be punished. I do
most seriously put it to administration, to consider the wisdom of
a timely reform. Early reformations are amicable arrangements
with a friend in power; late reformations are terms imposed upon
a conquered enemy: early reformations are made in cool blood;
late reformations are made under a state of inflammation. In
that state of things people behold in government nothing that is
respectable. They see the abuse, and they will see nothing else:
they fall into the temper of a furious populace provoked at the
disorder of a house of ill-fame; they never attempt to correct or
regulate; they go to work by the shortest way—they abate the



nuisance, they pull down the house.



DIFFICULTIES OF REFORMERS

Nothing, you know, is more common than for men to wish,
and call loudly, too, for a reformation, who, when it arrives, do
by no means like the severity of its aspect. Reformation is one
of those pieces which must be put at some distance in order to
please. Its greatest favourers love it better in the abstract than
in the substance. When any old prejudice of their own, or any
interest that they value, is touched, they become scrupulous,
they become captious, and every man has his separate exception.
Some pluck out the black hairs, some the gray; one point must be
given up to one; another point must be yielded to another; nothing
is suffered to prevail upon its own principle; the whole is so
frittered down, and disjointed, that scarcely a trace of the original
scheme remains! Thus, between the resistance of power, and
the unsystematical process of popularity, the undertaker and the
undertaking are both exposed, and the poor reformer is hissed
off the stage both by friends and foes.



PHILOSOPHY OF COMMERCE

If honesty be true policy with regard to the transient interest
of individuals, it is much more certainly so with regard to
the permanent interests of communities. I know, that it is
but too natural for us to see our own CERTAIN ruin in the
POSSIBLE prosperity of other people. It is hard to persuade
us, that everything which is GOT by another is not TAKEN
from ourselves. But it is fit that we should get the better of
these suggestions, which come from what is not the best and
soundest part of our nature, and that we should form to ourselves
a way of thinking, more rational, more just, and more religious.
Trade is not a limited thing; as if the objects of mutual demand
and consumption could not stretch beyond the bounds of our
jealousies. God has given the earth to the children of men, and
he has undoubtedly, in giving it to them, given them what is
abundantly sufficient for all their exigencies; not a scanty, but a
most liberal, provision for them all. The author of our nature has
written it strongly in that nature, and has promulgated the same
law in his written word, that man shall eat his bread by his labour;
and I am persuaded, that no man, and no combination of men,
for their own ideas of their particular profit, can, without great
impiety, undertake to say, that he SHALL NOT do so; that they
have no sort of right, either to prevent the labour, or to withhold
the bread.



THEORIZING POLITICIANS

There are people who have split and anatomised the doctrine
of free government, as if it were an abstract question concerning
metaphysical liberty and necessity; and not a matter of moral
prudence and natural feeling. They have disputed, whether
liberty be a positive or a negative idea; whether it does not consist
in being governed by laws, without considering what are the
laws, or who are the makers; whether man has any rights by
nature; and whether all the property he enjoys be not the alms
of his government, and his life itself their favour and indulgence.
Others corrupting religion, as these have perverted philosophy,
contend, that Christians are redeemed into captivity; and the
blood of the Saviour of mankind has been shed to make them
the slaves of a few proud and insolent sinners. These shocking
extremes provoking to extremes of another kind, speculations
are let loose as destructive to all authority, as the former are
to all freedom; and every government is called tyranny and
usurpation which is not formed on their fancies. In this manner
the stirrers-up of this contention, not satisfied with distracting
our dependencies and filling them with blood and slaughter, are
corrupting our understandings; they are endeavouring to tear up,
along with practical liberty, all the foundations of human society,
all equity and justice, religion and order.



ECONOMY AND PUBLIC SPIRIT

Economy and public spirit have made a beneficent and an
honest spoil; they have plundered from extravagance and luxury,
for the use of substantial service, a revenue of near four hundred
thousand pounds. The reform of the finances, joined to this
reform of the court, gives to the public nine hundred thousand
pounds a year and upwards.

The minister who does these things is a great man—but the
king who desires that they should be done is a far greater. We
must do justice to our enemies—these are the acts of a patriot
king. I am not in dread of the vast armies of France; I am
not in dread of the gallant spirit of its brave and numerous
nobility; I am not alarmed even at the great navy which has been
so miraculously created. All these things Louis the Fourteenth
had before. With all these things, the French monarchy has
more than once fallen prostrate at the feet of the public faith of
Great Britain. It was the want of public credit which disabled
France from recovering after her defeats, or recovering even
from her victories and triumphs. It was a prodigal court, it
was an ill-ordered revenue, that sapped the foundations of all
her greatness. Credit cannot exist under the arm of necessity.
Necessity strikes at credit, I allow, with a heavier and quicker
blow under an arbitrary monarchy, than under a limited and
balanced government; but still necessity and credit are natural



enemies, and cannot be long reconciled in any situation. From
necessity and corruption, a free state may lose the spirit of that
complex constitution which is the foundation of confidence.



REFORM OUGHT TO
BE PROGRESSIVE

Whenever we improve, it is right to leave room for a further
improvement. It is right to consider, to look about us, to examine
the effect of what we have done. Then we can proceed with
confidence, because we can proceed with intelligence. Whereas
in hot reformations, in what men, more zealous than considerate,
call MAKING CLEAR WORK, the whole is generally so crude,
so harsh, so indigested; mixed with so much imprudence, and
so much injustice; so contrary to the whole course of human
nature and human institutions, that the very people who are most
eager for it are among the first to grow disgusted at what they
have done. Then some part of the abdicated grievance is recalled
from its exile in order to become a corrective of the correction.
Then the abuse assumes all the credit and popularity of a reform.
The very idea of purity and disinterestedness in politics falls into
disrepute, and is considered as a vision of hot and inexperienced
men; and thus disorders become incurable, not by the virulence
of their own quality, but by the unapt and violent nature of the
remedies. A great part, therefore, of my idea of reform is meant
to operate gradually; some benefits will come at a nearer, some
at a more remote period. We must no more make haste to be rich
by parsimony, than by intemperate acquisition.



CIVIL FREEDOM

Civil freedom, gentlemen, is not, as many have endeavoured
to persuade you, a thing that lies hid in the depth of abstruse
science. It is a blessing and a benefit, not an abstract speculation;
and all the just reasoning that can be upon it is of so coarse a
texture, as perfectly to suit the ordinary capacities of those who
are to enjoy, and of those who are to defend it. Far from any
resemblance to those propositions in geometry and metaphysics,
which admit no medium, but must be true or false in all their
latitude; social and civil freedom, like all other things in common
life, are variously mixed and modified, enjoyed in very different
degrees, and shaped into an infinite diversity of forms, according
to the temper and circumstances of every community. The
EXTREME of liberty (which is its abstract perfection, but its real
fault) obtains nowhere, nor ought to obtain anywhere. Because
extremes, as we all know, in every point which relates either to
our duties or satisfactions in life, are destructive both to virtue
and enjoyment.



TENDENCIES OF POWER

When any community is subordinately connected with
another, the great danger of the connection is the extreme
pride and self-complacency of the superior, which in all matters
of controversy will probably decide in its own favour. It is a
powerful corrective to such a very rational cause of fear if the
inferior body can be made to believe that the party inclination, or
political views, of several in the principal state will induce them
in some degree to counteract this blind and tyrannical partiality.
There is no danger that any one acquiring consideration or
power in the presiding state should carry this leaning to the
inferior too far. The fault of human nature is not of that sort.
Power, in whatever hands, is rarely guilty of too strict limitations
on itself. But one great advantage to the support of authority
attends such an amicable and protecting connection, that those
who have conferred favours obtain influence; and from the
foresight of future events can persuade men who have received
obligations, sometimes to return them. Thus, by the mediation
of those healing principles (call them good or evil), troublesome
discussions are brought to some sort of adjustment, and every hot
controversy is not a civil war.



INDIVIDUAL GOOD
AND PUBLIC BENEFIT

The individual good felt in a public benefit is comparatively
so small, comes round through such an involved labyrinth of
intricate and tedious revolutions; whilst a present, personal
detriment is so heavy where it falls, and so instant in its operation,
that the cold commendation of a public advantage never was, and
never will be a match for the quick sensibility of a private loss:
and you may depend upon it, sir, that when many people have an
interest in railing, sooner or later, they will bring a considerable
degree of unpopularity upon any measure, So that, for the present
at least, the reformation will operate against the reformers, and
revenge (as against them at the least) will produce all the effects
of corruption.



PUBLIC CORRUPTION

Nor is it the worst effect of this unnatural contention, that our
LAWS are corrupted. Whilst MANNERS remain entire, they
will correct the vices of law, and soften it at length to their
own temper. But we have to lament, that in most of the late
proceedings we see very few traces of that generosity, humanity,
and dignity of mind which formerly characterized this nation.
War suspends the rules of moral obligation, and what is long
suspended is in danger of being totally abrogated. Civil wars
strike deepest of all into the manners of the people. They vitiate
their politics; they corrupt their morals; they pervert even the
natural taste and relish of equity and justice. By teaching us to
consider our fellow-citizens in a hostile light, the whole body of
our nation becomes gradually less dear to us. The very names
of affection and kindred, which were the bond of charity whilst
we agreed, become new incentives to hatred and rage when the
communion of our country is dissolved. We may flatter ourselves
that we shall not fall into this misfortune. But we have no charter
of exemption, that I know of, from the ordinary frailties of our
nature.



CRUELTY AND COWARDICE

A conscientious man would be cautious how he dealt in
blood. He would feel some apprehension at being called to a
tremendous account for engaging in so deep a play, without any
sort of knowledge of the game. It is no excuse for presumptuous
ignorance, that it is directed by insolent passion. The poorest
being that crawls on earth, contending to save itself from injustice
and oppression, is an object respectable in the eyes of God
and man. But I cannot conceive any existence under heaven
(which, in the depths of its wisdom, tolerates all sorts of things)
that is more truly odious and disgusting, than an impotent
helpless creature, without civil wisdom or military skill, without
a consciousness of any other qualification for power but his
servility to it, bloated with pride and arrogance, calling for battles
which he is not to fight, contending for a violent dominion which
he can never exercise, and satisfied to be himself mean and
miserable, in order to render others contemptible and wretched.



BAD LAWS PRODUCE
BASE SUBSERVIENCY

Bad laws are the worst sort of tyranny. In such a country as this
they are of all bad things the worst, worse by far than anywhere
else; and they derive a particular malignity even from the wisdom
and soundness of the rest of our institutions. For very obvious
reasons you cannot trust the crown with a dispensing power over
any of your laws. However, a government, be it as bad as it
may, will, in the exercise of a discretionary power, discriminate
times and persons; and will not ordinarily pursue any man when
its own safety is not concerned. A mercenary informer knows
no distinction. Under such a system, the obnoxious people are
slaves, not only to the government, but they live at the mercy
of every individual; they are at once the slaves of the whole
community, and of every part of it; and the worst and most
unmerciful men are those on whose goodness they most depend.

In this situation men not only shrink from the frowns of a stern
magistrate, but they are obliged to fly from their very species.
The seeds of destruction are sown in civil intercourse, in social
habitudes. The blood of wholesome kindred is infected. Their
tables and beds are surrounded with snares. All the means given
by Providence to make life safe and comfortable are perverted
into instruments of terror and torment. This species of universal
subserviency, that makes the very servant who waits behind your



chair the arbiter of your life and fortune, has such a tendency to
degrade and abase mankind, and to deprive them of that assured
and liberal state of mind which alone can make us what we ought
to be, that I vow to God I would sooner bring myself to put a man
to immediate death for opinions I disliked, and so to get rid of
the man and his opinions at once, than to fret him with a feverish
being, tainted with the jail-distemper of a contagious servitude,
to keep him above ground an animated mass of putrefaction,
corrupted himself, and corrupting all about him.



FALSE REGRET

If we repent of our good actions, what, I pray you, is left for
our faults and follies? It is not the beneficence of the laws, it is the
unnatural temper which beneficence can fret and sour that is to
be lamented. It is this temper which, by all rational means, ought
to be sweetened and corrected. If froward men should refuse this
cure, can they vitiate anything but themselves? Does evil so react
upon good, as not only to retard its motion, but to change its
nature? If it can so operate, then good men will always be in the
power of the bad; and virtue, by a dreadful reverse of order, must
lie under perpetual subjection and bondage to vice.



BRITISH DOMINION IN EAST INDIA

With very few, and those inconsiderable, intervals, the British
dominion, either in the Company's name, or in the names of
princes absolutely dependent upon the Company, extends from
the mountains that separate India from Tartary to Cape Comorin,
—that is, one-and-twenty degrees of latitude!

In the northern parts it is a solid mass of land, about eight
hundred miles in length, and four or five hundred broad. As you
go southward, it becomes narrower for a space. It afterwards
dilates; but, narrower or broader, you possess the whole eastern
and north-eastern coast of that vast country, quite from the
borders of Pegu. Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, with Benares (now
unfortunately in our immediate possession), measure 161,978
square English miles; a territory considerably larger than the
whole kingdom of France. Oude, with its dependent provinces,
is 53,286 square miles, not a great deal less than England. The
Carnatic, with Tanjore and the Circars, is 65,948 square miles,
very considerably larger than England; and the whole of the
Company's dominions, comprehending Bombay and Salsette,
amounts to 281,412 square miles; which forms a territory larger
than any European dominion, Russia and Turkey excepted.
Through all that vast extent of country there is not a man who eats
a mouthful of rice but by permission of the East-India Company.

So far with regard to the extent. The population of this great



empire is not easily to be calculated. When the countries, of
which it is composed, came into our possession, they were all
eminently peopled, and eminently productive; though at that time
considerably declined from their ancient prosperity. But, since
they are come into our hands!—! However, if we make the
period of our estimate immediately before the utter desolation of
the Carnatic, and if we allow for the havoc which our government
had even then made in these regions, we cannot, in my opinion,
rate the population at much less than thirty millions of souls,
—more than four times the number of persons in the Island of
Great Britain.

My next inquiry to that of the number, is the quality and
description of the inhabitants. This multitude of men does not
consist of an abject and barbarous populace; much less of gangs
of savages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who wander on
the waste borders of the river of Amazons, or the Plate; but a
people for ages civilized and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts
of polished life, whilst we were yet in the woods. There have been
(and still the skeletons remain) princes once of great dignity,
authority, and opulence. There are to be found the chiefs of
tribes and nations. There is to be found an ancient and venerable
priesthood, the depository of their laws, learning, and history,
the guides of the people whilst living, and their consolation in
death; a nobility of great antiquity and renown; a multitude of
cities, not exceeded in population and trade by those of the
first class in Europe; merchants and bankers, individual houses



of whom have once vied in capital with the Bank of England;
whose credit had often supported a tottering state, and preserved
their governments in the midst of war and desolation; millions
of ingenious manufacturers and mechanics; millions of the most
diligent, and not the least intelligent, tillers of the earth. There
are to be found almost all the religions professed by men,—
the Brahminical, the Mussulman, the Eastern and the Western
Christian.

If I were to take the whole aggregate of our possessions there,
I should compare it, as the nearest parallel I can find, with
the empire of Germany. Our immediate possessions I should
compare with the Austrian dominions,—and they would not
suffer in the comparison. The nabob of Oude might stand for
the king of Prussia; the nabob of Arcot I would compare, as
superior in territory and equal in revenue, to the elector of
Saxony. Cheyt Sing, the rajah of Benares, might well rank with
the prince of Hesse, at least; and the rajah of Tanjore (though
hardly equal in extent of dominion, superior in revenue), to the
elector of Bavaria. The Polygars and the northern Zemindars,
and other great chiefs, might well class with the rest of the
princes, dukes, counts, marquises, and bishops, in the empire; all
of whom I mention to honour, and surely without disparagement
to any or all of those most respectable princes and grandees.
All this vast mass, composed of so many orders and classes of
men, is again infinitely advocated by manners, by religion, by
hereditary employment, through all their possible combinations.



This renders the handling of India a matter in a high degree
critical and delicate. But oh! it has been handled rudely indeed.
Even some of the reformers seem to have forgot that they had
anything to do but to regulate the tenants of a manor, or the
shopkeepers of the next county town.

It is an empire of this extent, of this complicated nature, of
this dignity and importance, that I have compared to Germany,
and the German government; not for an exact resemblance, but
as a sort of a middle term, by which India might be approximated
to our understandings, and if possible to our feelings; in order
to awaken something of sympathy for the unfortunate natives, of
which I am afraid we are not perfectly susceptible, whilst we look
at this very remote object through a false and cloudy medium.



POLITICAL CHARITY

Honest men will not forget either their merit or their
sufferings. There are men (and many, I trust, there are) who,
out of love to their country and their kind, would torture their
invention to find excuses for the mistakes of their brethren;
and who, to stifle dissension, would construe even doubtful
appearances with the utmost favour: such men will never
persuade themselves to be ingenious and refined in discovering
disaffection and treason in the manifest, palpable signs of
suffering loyalty. Persecution is so unnatural to them, that they
gladly snatch the very first opportunity of laying aside all the
tricks and devices of penal politics; and of returning home, after
all their irksome and vexatious wanderings, to our natural family
mansion, to the grand social principle, that unites all men, in all
descriptions, under the shadow of an equal and impartial justice.



EVILS OF DISTRACTION

The very attempt towards pleasing everybody discovers a
temper always flashy, and often false and insincere. Therefore
as I have proceeded straight onward in my conduct, so I will
proceed in my account of those parts of it which have been most
excepted to. But I must first beg leave just to hint to you, that we
may suffer very great detriment by being open to every talker.
It is not to be imagined how much of service is lost from spirits
full of activity and full of energy, who are pressing, who are
rushing forward, to great and capital objects, when you oblige
them to be continually looking back. Whilst they are defending
one service, they defraud you of an hundred. Applaud us when
we run; console us when we fall; cheer us when we recover; but
let us pass on—for God's sake let us pass on.



CHARLES FOX

And now, having done my duty to the bill, let me say a word
to the author. I should leave him to his own noble sentiments,
if the unworthy and illiberal language with which he has been
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary liberty, did not
make a few words necessary; not so much in justice to him, as
to my own feelings. I must say, then, that it will be a distinction
honourable to the age, that the rescue of the greatest number of
the human race that ever were so grievously oppressed, from the
greatest tyranny that was ever exercised, has fallen to the lot of
abilities and dispositions equal to the task; that it has fallen to one
who has the enlargement to comprehend, the spirit to undertake,
and the eloquence to support, so great a measure of hazardous
benevolence. His spirit is not owing to his ignorance of the state
of men and things; he well knows what snares are spread about
his path, from personal animosity, from court intrigues, and
possibly from popular delusion. But he has put to hazard his ease,
his security, his interest, his power, even his darling popularity,
for the benefit of a people whom he has never seen. This is the
road that all heroes have trod before him. He is traduced and
abused for his supposed motives. He will remember, that obloquy
1s a necessary ingredient in the composition of all true glory:
he will remember, that it was not only in the Roman customs,
but it is in the nature and constitution of things, that calumny



and abuse are essential parts of triumph. These thoughts will
support a mind, which only exists for honour, under the burthen
of temporary reproach. He is doing indeed a great good; such
as rarely falls to the lot, and almost as rarely coincides with the
desires, of any man. Let him use his time. Let him give the
whole length of the reins to his benevolence. He is now on a great
eminence, where the eyes of mankind are turned to him. He may
live long, he may do much. But here is the summit. He never can
exceed what he does this day.

He has faults; but they are faults that, though they may in
a small degree tarnish the lustre, and sometimes impede the
march, of his abilities, have nothing in them to extinguish the
fire of great virtues. In those faults there is no mixture of deceit,
of hypocrisy, of pride, of ferocity, of complexional despotism,
or want of feeling for the distresses of mankind. His are faults
which might exist in a descendant of Henry the Fourth of
France, as they did exist in that father of his country. Henry
the Fourth wished that he might live to see a fowl in the pot
of every peasant in his kingdom. That sentiment of homely
benevolence was worth all the splendid sayings that are recorded
of kings. But he wished perhaps for more than could be obtained,
and the goodness of the man exceeded the power of the king.
But this gentleman, a subject, may this day say this at least,
with truth, that he secures the rice in his pot to every man in
India. A poet of antiquity thought it one of the first distinctions
to a prince whom he meant to celebrate, that through a long



succession of generations, he had been the progenitor of an able
and virtuous citizen, who by force of the arts of peace, had
corrected governments of oppression, and suppressed wars of
rapine.

Indole proh quanta juvenis, quantumque daturus
Ausoniae populis ventura in saecula civem.

Ille super Gangem, super exauditus et Indos,
Implebit terras voce; et furialia bella

Fulmine compescet linguae.—

This was what was said of the predecessor of the only person
to whose eloquence it does not wrong that of the mover of this bill
to be compared. But the Ganges and the Indus are the patrimony
of the fame of my honourable friend, and not of Cicero. I
confess, I anticipate with joy the reward of those, whose whole
consequence, power, and authority, exist only for the benefit of
mankind; and I carry my mind to all the people, and all the names
and descriptions, that, relieved by this bill, will bless the labours
of this parliament, and the confidence which the best House of
Commons has given to him who the best deserves it. The little
cavils of party will not be heard, where freedom and happiness
will be felt. There is not a tongue, a nation, or religion in India
which will not bless the presiding care and manly beneficence of
this house, and of him who proposes to you this great work. Your
names will never be separated before the throne of the Divine
goodness, in whatever language, or with whatever rites, pardon



1s asked for sin, and reward for those who imitate the Godhead in
his universal bounty to his creatures. These honours you deserve,
and they will surely be paid, when all the jargon of influence,
and party, and patronage, are swept into oblivion.



THE IMPRACTICABLE
UNDESIRABLE

I know it is common for men to say, that such and such things
are perfectly right—very desirable; but that, unfortunately, they
are not practicable. Oh! no, sir, no. Those things, which are
not practicable, are not desirable. There is nothing in the world
really beneficial that does not lie within the reach of an informed
understanding, and a well-directed pursuit. There is nothing that
God has judged good for us that he has not given us the means to
accomplish, both in the natural and the moral world. If we cry,
like children, for the moon, like children we must cry on.



CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONS

The late House of Commons has been punished for its
independence. That example is made. Have we an example
on record of a House of Commons punished for its servility?
The rewards of a senate so disposed are manifest to the world.
Several gentlemen are very desirous of altering the constitution
of the House of Commons; but they must alter the frame and
constitution of human nature itself before they can so fashion it
by any mode of election that its conduct will not be influenced
by reward and punishment, by fame, and by disgrace. If these
examples take root in the minds of men, what members hereafter
will be bold enough not to be corrupt? Especially as the king's
highway of obsequiousness is so very broad and easy. To make a
passive member of parliament, no dignity of mind, no principles
of honour, no resolution, no ability, no industry, no learning, no
experience, are in the least degree necessary. To defend a post
of importance against a powerful enemy, requires an Elliot; a
drunken invalid is qualified to hoist a white flag, or to deliver up
the keys of the fortress on his knees.



EMOLUMENTS OF OFFICE

No man knows, when he cuts off the incitements to a virtuous
ambition, and the just rewards of public service, what infinite
mischief he may do his country, through all generations. Such
saving to the public may prove the worst mode of robbing it.
The crown, which has in its hands the trust of the daily pay
for national service, ought to have in its hands also the means
for the repose of public labour, and the fixed settlement of
acknowledged merit. There is a time when the weather-beaten
vessels of the state ought to come into harbour. They must at
length have a retreat from the malice of rivals, from the perfidy
of political friends, and the inconstancy of the people. Many
of the persons, who in all times have filled the great offices of
state, have been younger brothers, who had originally little, if
any, fortune. These offices do not furnish the means of amassing
wealth. There ought to be some power in the crown of granting
pensions out of the reach of its own caprices. An entail of
dependence is a bad reward of merit.



MORAL DISTINCTIONS

Those who are least anxious about your conduct are not those
that love you most. Moderate affection and satiated enjoyment
are cold and respectful; but an ardent and injured passion is
tempered up with wrath, and grief, and shame, and conscious
worth, and the maddening sense of violated right. A jealous love
lights his torch from the firebrands of the furies. They who call
upon you to belong WHOLLY to the people, are those who wish
you to return to your PROPER home; to the sphere of your duty,
to the post of your honour, to the mansion-house of all genuine,
serene, and solid satisfaction.



ELECTORS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Look, gentlemen, to the WHOLE TENOUR of your
member's conduct. Try whether his ambition or his avarice have
jostled him out of the straight line of duty; or whether that
grand foe of the offices of active life, that master vice in men of
business, a degenerate and inglorious sloth—has made him flag
and languish in his course. This is the object of our inquiry. If
our member's conduct can bear this touch, mark it for sterling.
He may have fallen into errors; he must have faults; but our error
1s greater, and our fault is radically ruinous to ourselves, if we do
not bear, if we do not even applaud, the whole compound and
mixed mass of such a character. Not to act thus is folly; I had
almost said it is impiety. He censures God, who quarrels with the
imperfections of man.

Gentlemen, we must not be peevish with those who serve
the people. For none will serve us whilst there is a court to
serve but those who are of a nice and jealous honour. They
who think everything, in comparison of that honour, to be dust
and ashes, will not bear to have it soiled and impaired by those
for whose sake they make a thousand sacrifices to preserve it
immaculate and whole. We shall either drive such men from the
public stage, or we shall send them to the court for protection;
where, if they must sacrifice their reputation, they will at least
secure their interest. Depend upon it, that the lovers of freedom



will be free. None will violate their conscience to please us, in
order afterwards to discharge that conscience, which they have
violated, by doing us faithful and affectionate service. If we
degrade and deprave their minds by servility, it will be absurd
to expect, that they who are creeping and abject towards us, will
ever be bold and incorruptible assertors of our freedom, against
the most seducing and the most formidable of all powers. No!
human nature is not so formed; nor shall we improve the faculties
or better the morals of public men, by our possession of the most
infallible receipt in the world for making cheats and hypocrites.

Let me say with plainness, I who am no longer in a public
character, that if by a fair, by an indulgent, by a gentlemanly
behaviour to our representatives, we do not give confidence
to their minds, and a liberal scope to their understandings; if
we do not permit our members to act upon a VERY enlarged
view of things; we shall at length infallibly degrade our national
representation into a confused and scuffling bustle of local
agency. When the popular member is narrowed in his ideas, and
rendered timid in his proceedings, the service of the crown will
be the sole nursery of statesmen. Among the frolics of the court,
it may at length take that of attending to its business. Then the
monopoly of mental power will be added to the power of all other
kinds it possesses. On the side of the people there will be nothing
but impotence: for ignorance is impotence; narrowness of mind
is impotence; timidity is itself impotence, and makes all other
qualities that go along with it, impotent and useless.



POPULAR OPINION A
FALLACIOUS STANDARD

When we know, that the opinions of even the greatest
multitudes are the standard of rectitude, I shall think myself
obliged to make those opinions the masters of my conscience.
But if it may be doubted whether Omnipotence itself is
competent to alter the essential constitution of right and wrong,
sure I am that such THINGS, as they and I, are possessed of
no such power. No man carries further than I do the policy
of making government pleasing to the people. But the widest
range of this politic complaisance is confined within the limits
of justice. I would not only consult the interest of the people,
but I would cheerfully gratify their humours. We are all a sort
of children that must be soothed and managed. I think I am
not austere or formal in my nature. I would bear, I would even
myself play my part in any innocent buffooneries to divert them.
But I never will act the tyrant for their amusement. If they will
mix malice in their sports, I shall never consent to throw them
any living, sentient creature whatsoever—no, not so much as a
kitling, to torment.



ENGLISH REFORMATION

The condition of our nature is such, that we buy our blessings
at a price. The Reformation, one of the greatest periods of human
improvement, was a time of trouble and confusion. The vast
structure of superstition and tyranny, which had been for ages
in rearing, and which was combined with the interest of the
great and of the many, which was moulded into the laws, the
manners, and civil institutions of nations, and blended with the
frame and policy of states, could not be brought to the ground
without a fearful struggle; nor could it fall without a violent
concussion of itself and all about it. When this great revolution
was attempted in a more regular mode by government, it was
opposed by plots and seditions of the people; when by popular
efforts, it was repressed as a rebellion by the hand of power; and
bloody executions (often bloodily returned) marked the whole of
its progress through all its stages. The affairs of religion, which
are no longer heard of in the tumult of our present contentions,
made a principal ingredient in the wars and politics of that time;
the enthusiasm of religion threw a gloom over the politics; and
political interests poisoned and perverted the spirit of religion
upon all sides. The Protestant religion in that violent struggle,
infected, as the Popish had been before, by worldly interests and
worldly passions, became a persecutor in its turn, sometimes of
the new sects, which carried their own principles further than



it was convenient to the original reformers; and always of the
body from whom they parted: and this persecuting spirit arose,
not only from the bitterness of retaliation, but from the merciless
policy of fear.

It was long before the spirit of true piety and true wisdom,
involved in the principles of the Reformation, could be depurated
from the dregs and feculence of the contention with which it was
carried through. However, until this be done, the Reformation is
not complete; and those who think themselves good Protestants,
from their animosity to others, are in that respect no Protestants
at all.



PROSCRIPTION

This way of PROSCRIBING THE CITIZENS BY
DENOMINATIONS AND GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS,
dignified by the name of reason of state, and security for
constitutions and commonwealths, is nothing better at bottom,
than the miserable invention of an ungenerous ambition, which
would fain hold the sacred trust of power, without any of the
virtues or any of the energies that give a title to it: a receipt of
policy, made up of a detestable compound of malice, cowardice,
and sloth. They would govern men against their will; but in
that government they would be discharged from the exercise of
vigilance, providence, and fortitude; and therefore, that they may
sleep on their watch, they consent to take some one division of
the society into partnership of the tyranny over the rest. But
let government, in what form it may be, comprehend the whole
in its justice, and restrain the suspicious by its vigilance; let it
keep watch and ward; let it discover by its sagacity, and punish
by its firmness, all delinquency against its power, whenever
delinquency exists in the overt acts; and then it will be as safe as
ever God and nature intended it should be. Crimes are the acts of
individuals, and not of denominations; and therefore arbitrarily
to class men under general descriptions, in order to proscribe and
punish them in the lump for a presumed delinquency, of which
perhaps but a part, perhaps none at all, are guilty, is indeed a



compendious method, and saves a world of trouble about proof;
but such a method, instead of being law, is an act of unnatural
rebellion against the legal dominion of reason and justice; and
this vice, in any constitution that entertains it, at one time or other
will certainly bring on its ruin.



JUST FREEDOM

I must fairly tell you, that so far as my principles are
concerned, (principles that I hope will only depart with my last
breath), I have no idea of a liberty unconnected with honesty
and justice. Nor do I believe that any good constitutions of
government, or of freedom, can find it necessary for their
security to doom any part of the people to a permanent slavery.
Such a constitution of freedom, if such can be, is in effect no
more than another name for the tyranny of the strongest faction;
and factions in republics have been, and are, full as capable as
monarchs of the most cruel oppression and injustice. It is but
too true, that the love, and even the very idea of genuine liberty
is extremely rare. It is but too true, that there are many whose
whole scheme of freedom is made up of pride, perverseness,
and insolence. They feel themselves in a state of thraldom, they
imagine that their souls are cooped and cabined in, unless they
have some man, or some body of men, dependent on their mercy.
The desire of having some one below them descends to those who
are the very lowest of all,—and a Protestant cobbler, debased by
his poverty, but exalted by his share of the ruling church, feels a
pride in knowing it is by his generosity alone that the peer, whose
footman's instep he measures, is able to keep his chaplain from
a gaol.



ENGLAND'S EMBASSY TO AMERICA

They enter the capital of America only to abandon it; and these
assertors and representatives of the dignity of England, at the
tail of a flying army, let fly their Parthian shafts of memorials
and remonstrances at random behind them. Their promises and
their offers, their flatteries and their menaces, were all despised;
and we were saved from the disgrace of their formal reception,
only because the congress scorned to receive them; whilst the
state-house of independent Philadelphia opened her doors to the
public entry of the ambassador of France. From war and blood
we went to submission; and from submission plunged back again
to war and blood; to desolate and be desolated, without measure,
hope, or end. I am a Royalist, I blushed for this degradation of the
crown. I am a Whig, I blushed for the dishonour of parliament.
I am a true Englishman, I felt to the quick for the disgrace of
England. I am a man, I felt for the melancholy reverse of human
affairs in the fall of the first power in the world.



HOWARD, THE PHILANTHROPIST

I cannot name this gentleman without remarking that his
labours and writings have done much to open the eyes and
hearts of mankind. He has visited all Europe,—not to survey the
sumptuousness of palaces, or the stateliness of temples; not to
make accurate measurements of the remains of ancient grandeur,
nor to form a scale of the curiosity of modern art; not to collect
medals, or collate manuscripts:—but to dive into the depths of
dungeons; to plunge into the infection of hospitals; to survey the
mansions of sorrow and pain; to take the gauge and dimensions
of misery, depression, and contempt; to remember the forgotten,
to attend to the neglected, to visit the forsaken, and to compare
and collate the distresses of all men in all countries. His plan is
original; and 1s as full of genius as it is of humanity. It was a
voyage of discovery; a circumnavigation of charity. Already the
benefit of his labour is felt more or less in every country; I hope
he will anticipate his final reward by seeing all its effects fully
realized in his own. He will receive, not by detail, but in gross, the
reward of those who visit the prisoner; and he has so forestalled
and monopolized this branch of charity, that there will be, I trust,
little room to merit by such acts of benevolence hereafter.



PARLIAMENTARY RETROSPECT

It is certainly not pleasing to be put out of the public service.
But I wish to be a member of parliament, to have my share of
doing good and resisting evil. It would therefore be absurd to
renounce my objects in order to obtain my seat. I deceive myself
indeed most grossly if I had not much rather pass the remainder
of my life hidden in the recesses of the deepest obscurity, feeding
my mind even with the visions and imaginations of such things,
than to be placed on the most splendid throne of the universe,
tantalized with a denial of the practice of all which can make the
greatest situation any other than the greatest curse. Gentlemen,
I have had my day. I can never sufficiently express my gratitude
to you for having set me in a place wherein I could lend the
slightest help to great and laudable designs. If I have had my
share in any measure giving quiet to private property, and private
conscience; if by my vote I have aided in securing to families the
best possession, peace; if I have joined in reconciling kings to
their subjects, and subjects to their prince; if 1 have assisted to
loosen the foreign holdings of the citizen, and taught him to look
for his protection to the laws of his country, and for his comfort
to the goodwill of his countrymen—if I have thus taken my part
with the best of men in the best of their actions, I can shut the
book;—I might wish to read a page or two more—but this is
enough for my measure,—I have not lived in vain.



PEOPLE AND PARLIAMENT

Let the commons in parliament assembled be one and the
same thing with the commons at large. The distinctions that are
made to separate us are unnatural and wicked contrivances. Let
us identify, let us incorporate, ourselves with the people. Let us
cut all the cables and snap the chains which tie us to an unfaithful
shore, and enter the friendly harbour that shoots far out into
the main its moles and jettees to receive us.—"War with the
world, and peace with our constituents." Be this our motto, and
our principle. Then, indeed, we shall be truly great. Respecting
ourselves, we shall be respected by the world. At present all
is troubled, and cloudy, and distracted, and full of anger and
turbulence, both abroad and at home; but the air may be cleared
by this storm, and light and fertility may follow it. Let us give a
faithful pledge to the people, that we honour indeed the crown,
but that we BELONG to them; that we are their auxiliaries,
and not their task-masters,—the fellow-labourers in the same
vineyard,—not lording over their rights, but helpers of their joy:
that to tax them is a grievance to ourselves; but to cut off from
our enjoyments to forward theirs, is the highest gratification we
are capable of receiving.



REFORMED CIVIL LIST

As things now stand, every man, in proportion to his
consequence at court, tends to add to the expense of the civil list,
by all manner of jobs, if not for himself, yet for his dependents.
When the new plan is established, those who are now suitors
for jobs will become the most strenuous opposers of them.
They will have a common interest with the minister in public
economy. Every class, as it stands low, will become security
for the payment of the preceding class; and, thus, the persons
whose insignificant services defraud those that are useful, would
then become interested in their payment. Then the powerful,
instead of oppressing, would be obliged to support the weak;
and idleness would become concerned in the reward of industry.
The whole fabric of the civil economy would become compact
and connected in all its parts; it would be formed into a well-
organized body, where every member contributes to the support
of the whole; and where even the lazy stomach secures the vigour
of the active arm.



FRENCH AND ENGLISH
REVOLUTION

He felt some concern that this strange thing, called a
Revolution in France, should be compared with the glorious
event commonly called the Revolution in England; and the
conduct of the soldiery, on that occasion, compared with the
behaviour of some of the troops of France in the present instance.
At that period the prince of Orange, a prince of the blood-
royal in England, was called in by the flower of the English
aristocracy to defend its ancient constitution, and not to level all
distinctions. To this prince, so invited, the aristocratic leaders
who commanded the troops went over with their several corps,
in bodies, to the deliverer of their country. Aristocratic leaders
brought up the corps of citizens who newly enlisted in this cause.
Military obedience changed its object; but military discipline was
not for a moment interrupted in its principle. The troops were
ready for war, but indisposed to mutiny. But as the conduct of the
English armies was different, so was that of the whole English
nation at that time. In truth, the circumstances of our revolution
(as it 1s called) and that of France, are just the reverse of each
other in almost every particular, and in the whole spirit of the
transaction. With us it was the case of a legal monarch attempting
arbitrary power—in France it is the case of an arbitrary monarch,
beginning, from whatever cause, to legalize his authority. The



one was to be resisted, the other was to be managed and directed;
but in neither case was the order of the state to be changed, lest
government might be ruined, which ought only to be corrected
and legalized. With us we got rid of the man, and preserved
the constituent parts of the state. There they get rid of the
constituent parts of the state, and keep the man. What we
did was in truth and substance, and in a constitutional light, a
revolution, not made, but prevented. We took solid securities; we
settled doubtful questions; we corrected anomalies in our law.
In the stable, fundamental parts of our constitution we made
no revolution; no, nor any alteration at all. We did not impair
the monarchy. Perhaps it might be shown that we strengthened
it very considerably. The nation kept the same ranks, the same
orders, the same privileges, the same franchises, the same rules
for property, the same subordinations, the same order in the law,
in the revenue, and in the magistracy; the same lords, the same
commons, the same corporations, the same electors.
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