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JKuzHb reporHn u3mMeHunack. Tenepb oHa ¢ PoOepToMm, 1 AeByIIKa MPUHSJIA €T
TaKUM, KaKor OH ecTb. OJIHAKO 3araflouyHblid «OH» JI0 CUX MOp HeusBecTeH. 1
9TO HacTopaxuBaeT Bammnupa. [Ipuxonut Bpems, korma PoOept mpencrapiser
Katpun Oty B Hajiek/ie Ha To, 4TO OHa BouAeT B coctaB OpaeHa. OiHako
Orer oTKa3pIBaeTCs ee MpUHUMATh, a rmociie Ero oOHapykuBawoT MepTBhIM. Bcee
nofo3peHrs naaaT Ha PobepTa, MOCKOIbKY OH OBLT IMTOCIIEAHUM, KTO BUIEIICA 1
obmmancs ¢ Hum. Bamrup, cracasick 6erctBomM, MOHMMAET, UTO €To IMOJACTaBUIIH,
OJTHAKO €I1le He MOI03PeBaeT, KTO 3a BCEM 3TUM CTOUT Ha CaMOM-TO JIeJIe.
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I'/TABA XII. BOCIIOMMHAHMUA ITPOIIJIOT'O

Benmukob6puranus, 1382 rom.

Mosono, SHeprUYHbIH, TIOTHBIN KU3HEHHBIX CUJ1, POOEPT K11 B HEOOBIIIOM TOPOICKOM IOCe-
JIEHWH, Ha3BaHMEe KOTOPOTO OH YK€ AaBHO M03a0bul. MHOTO BpeMeHH IMPOIILIO yXkKe C TOr0O MOMEHTAa,
KaK OH KWJI TaM B MocnieqHuid pa3. Hurera u 6eJHOCTb MPOLBETAH 31€Ch.

Kuznp Pobepra He mpescTaBIisiia XOpoIlei MepcreKTUBb. [IeHb OTO JJHS OH TO U JIeJIO Jiesal,
YTO MPOCUJI ACHET, €[1bl, 4 NHOIJa AaXC IPHUXOJUJIIOCh EMY U BOPOBATh; IC€Hb OTO AHSA OH ITPOXKUIAJI
CBOIO JKM3Hb; ICHb OTO OHS OH IMPECICA0BAT OJHY U Ty K€ LICJIb: IIO6bITb JCHET, IwITO6I>I IMPOXHUTH 10O
caenymorero aHs. HeGobliyio YacTb OH TpaTuil Ha €1y, OCTAJIbHYIO ke — OOJIBIIYIO YacTh — TPaTUII
Ha aJIKOTOJTb, KOTOPBIH MO3BOJISLT €My 3a0bIThCSI HA BPEeMsI M YITHU U3 STOTO yXKACHOTO MUPA, TTOITHOTO
HEHABUCTH, JUKH ¥ TIPe/IaTeIbCTBA, B MUP Oy pPMAHUBAIOIIHIA, TIOHBINA ONaskeHCTBa. W Tak Kaskabiid
IEHb.

U ceituac oH cupen Bo3jie CTEHBI JOMa C BOIPOIIAIOIIMM B3[JISIIOM B OKHIAHUH TOTO, YTO KTO-
HUOYIb TIOJACT eMy MOHETKy. Takux okazanoch HeMHOro. Bech 3apociuii, HEOpUTBIH, TPSI3HBINA U
C HENPUSTHBIM 3arlaXoM HEMBITOTO Tejia... Ero ObUIo He y3HATh 1O CPAaBHEHUIO C TeM, KEM OH CTall
B Oymymiem. HekoTtopble NOMIsAIbIBaIM HA HETO C Mpe3peHreM, APYTue ¢ CoXajleHHeM, TPETbU ero
OCYX/aJIH, a KTO-TO MPOCTO MPOXOAMT MUMO, CTapasich He 0OpaIaTh Ha HETO BHUMAHUSI.

Pobepr He ymen mucarth, a yntan eaBa ¢ TpyaoM. Kto ero ponurenu — oH He 3Hasl. Bocrm-
Taja ero ynuna. Te, KTO yxke W1 B 9TOW cpefe 0e3 KPBIIIM Haj TOJIOBOM M MHUTAsICh OOBEIKAMH.
Penko 6bIBasio, 4TO Kakoi-HUOYIL OOraThiil TOCIIONVH JACT TOPCTh MOHET, Ha KOTOPbIE MOXHO OBLIO
KyIUTb MPONMTaHue. B GONBIIMHCTBE CTydaeB MUY UCKAU Cpeiu oMoeK. Tam ke 1 OOHapy KK
HOBOPOXIEHHOTO MJIajieHa — PobGepra. 3aBepHyThIi B OOBIYHYIO TPSITIKY, FOJOIHBIA MAJIBIII PEBETT 1
IIEBEJTNI CBOUMH MAJICHbKUMU PyYOHKaMHU U HOKKamu. B TakoM Buzie ero Hatuia Dnu3ader — HAIast
KEHIIMHA, «3apadaThIBaBIlas» Ha MPOIUTAHUE MTPOCTUTYIIMEN U BOPOBCTBOM. Ho B Heli He ymepiio
TaKoe YyBCTBO, KaKk Mujiocepaue u coctpaaanve. CBoMX JeTell oHa He nMmena. JKeHIHa npuioTiia
MajieHbkoro Pobeprta, XoTs1 IpUIOTOM 3TO TPYIHO OBLIO Ha3BaTh. Bckope o pebeHke y3HaIM MHOTHE
HUIIME, ¥ OHU TIOMOTasi Dnu3abeT, Kak MOIJIU: KTO €[I0M, KTO JAeHbraMH, KTO IIOMOTaJl YXaKHUBATh
3a MaJIbIIIOM, TIOKa OHA «3apabareiBanax ... JKeHIuHa 1 1ana emy umst Pooept. Vike BOCIeICTBUH,
KOTJIa MOJIPOC, OH B3sUT ceOe ocTalibHble MHULUAIBI — [1aTpOH YWIUIKMHCOH — O0raToro rocroauHa,
KOTOPBI OBbLT ITPOE3/10M B X ropojie. OH He ObLT jkeHaT, 1 Dnu3adeT eMy NoHpaBuiiach. OHM TPOBEIH
HECKOJIbKO Houell BMecTe. KeHIrHa Toraa «3apadoTaia» Xopoime sl ceOsl JeHbIH, a B Ipuaady
rocrionuH aan Pobepry Heckonbko MoHeT. Tlocie oH yexan. Ho 4yTh mo3xke MpocTUTyTKH, «pado-
TaBIINE» MOOIN30CTH, U3 3aBUCTH HOUBIO M30MIIN Dn3a0eT, U OOJBIIYIO YacTh AEHET OHa MoTepsiia.
Torna Pobept OykBasibHO Ha ceOe HeC OKPOBABJICHHYIO, TIbSIHYIO U IJTAYYIIYI0 MaTh «JOMOi» . CrycTs
BpeMs Dnu3abeT ymepia OT YaXOTKH, U3beaolnas ee jJerkue. PodepTy Torga mpuiuioch Helerko.
Maubumk poc ofauH. [ToOIN30CTH «IIPOKXUBATIO» €llle HECKOIBKO MAJIbUMIIEK, M BMECTE OHU XOIMIIN
Ha HOYHBIC BBIJIA3KH. BOpOBCTBO TOrga Crajo JJjid HUX, HOX(aHYﬁ, CANMHCTBECHHBIM CPEACTBOM IJIA
CYILIECTBOBAHMSI.

CobpaB HEOOJBINYIO TOPCTh MeJiour, PoOepT HarpaBuIICs MO 3arakeHHBIM YJIMIIaM Ha YCJIOB-
JIeHHOE MecTO. TaM OHU pelvii BCTPETUTHCS, KYITUTh AJIKOTOJIsl Ha COOpaHHBIE JEHBI'M U 10 Beyepa
3a0BIThCSI, @ HOYBIO UITH Ha BbUIA3Ky. PoOepTy TaBHO MUHYJIO yKe BOCEMHAIIATh JeT. ['ycras rpss-
Hast 60pojia M yCbl TOKPBIBAJIM €ro I0HOE JIUIIO. [IJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI OITYCKAJHCh 10 cambIX mied. Cra-
pble JIOXMOThsI, HaliJIeHHbIE Ha TIOMOWKE, CTaJIU I Hero ofexioi. OOyBb OH BOOOIIE CHST C MEpT-
Bela. 1o ObUI ero «coce». [Tpuies1 HOUbIo MbSHBINA U 3aBaTIMJIICA cTiaTh. YTpoM PodepT oOHapyKu
ero OJeTHBIM U XOJIOAHBIM.
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Bbi10 ipoxJiaHo, ¥ MapeHb, YKYTaBIIUMCh CBOUM TPSIBEM, I IPSMO, OIyCTUB rojoBy. OH
HU Ha KOTO He 00palnal BHUMaHUs M KPENKOo JepKal B eTMHCTBEHHOM He JBIPSIBOM KapMaHe J1paro-
LIEHHYIO TOPCTh MOHET, CKaB €€ B KyJIaK.

Mumo Hero mpoiia OaphIliHs B KPaCUBOM O€JI0-pO30BOM IUIAThe U C TAaKOW Ke IIISATIKOM,
JIeHTa KOTOPOU pa3BeBajiach Ha BeTpy. OHa CHUIILHO BHIIEISIACH Cpeid OSTHBIX JIIOe, OKPYKaBIIUX
ee, He TOJIbKO CBOEH OfIeK 0, HO U KpacoToi. [Tox pykoil oHa Jepikajia KOp3UHY, HAKPHITYIO OeTbiM
iaTkoM. Pobept 3aMeTw1, Kak jKeHIMHA OOpOHIIIAa MAJICHBKHIA MeIIOYeK, MpeTHa3HaYeHHBIN /1715
MoHeT. Ho B ropo/ickoii IyMHO# cyeTe OHa He paccibliala, Kak OH yraJl Ha 3eMJTI0, U HallpaBUJIach
nanpie. [TapeHs ObICTPO MOAOIIEN U B35 €0, TIOC/Ie Yero IMomieN 3a Heu.

— A Hy, cTOM! — MpOKpUYAT MyKUMHA, 3aBUJIEB TO, YTO cenan Podept. B pykax oH nepikan
MaJKy.

— T'ocrioxa! — eBa PoGepT KOCHYIICS TUIaThsl JKEHIIMHBI, KaK ero 3a pyKy CXBAaTHJI 3TOT MYXK-
yrHa. BaphilHs MOBEpHYJach, KOTJa OH MOTSHYI HapHS.

PoGepT oTBepHYJICSI OT HETO U BHOBb OOPATUJICS K JKEHIIMHE, KaK BAPYT MOMYYUT CHIIbHBIH
yZap Majkoi 1Mo HoraM. BaphiliHs axHy/a ¥ MPUKpbUIa poT. Horn mapHs mogKOCUIMCh, U OH yra
Ha KOJICHU Tiepe]] Heu.

— Bop! — npokpuyan Myx4rHa ¥ BHOBb 3aMaxHYJICs MAJIKOW M yAapuiI il 1o pyke Pobepra, B
KOTOPOH OH JIepXajl MeIoYeK C MOHETaMH.

— Croiite!! — ocTaHOBMIIA €T0 KEHILMHA.

OT cunbpHOM 00K Yy MApHs HA T71a3aX BBICTYIMJIM CJIE3bI.

—T'ocriogu! Yro BHI 1enaere?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

[MapeHs ¢ apoxaiel pyKoi pOTSHYJ KEHIIMHE ee MEeIIOYeK U TUXO MPOrOBOPHIL:

— T'ocrioxa, BbI OOPOHIITH.

JKeHmuHa B3sjla €ro B pyKu U cpasy Bce MoHsuia. [lapeHb XoTen BEpHYTh €il MOTEepsIHHBIN
MEIIOYeK C JeHbraMH, a MyKYMHA TIOCUMTAI €TO BOPOM.

— Jlenu, oH B3sT Balll MEIIOUYEK C AeHbramu! — BO3pa3uil OH.

— Jla, ¥ OH B3s1J1 €T0 TOJIBKO AJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI MHE ero BepHyTh! Kakoe npaBo Bl nMeeTe OMTh
mopnei?! Kro BBl Takoil BooOIme?! — BOCKJIMIIAJIA KEHIIMHA, U BCE OKPYKAIOIIME OCTAHABIMBAJIVCH
Y CMOTpEJIY Ha HUX.

My>X4MHa CMyTHIICSI M B HEPELIUTEIBHOCTY CTOSLT HA OJHOM MecTe, He 3Hasl, UTO JIesaTh.

[Nonnmasi, yTo OHa He JOOBETCS OT HEro OTBETA, JKEHINMHA Mpucea repen Podeptom u coctpa-
JAIoIle CIIPOCUJIA:

— Bawm 6ombHO?

— Bce xoporo, rocrosxa.

— Ilo3BosbTE, 1 BaM ITOMOT'Y ITOIHATHCA.

My>xurHa yiien, a GapblliHs HoMora nogHsaTest Podepry Ha norn. Ho Horu ero onsith nop-
KOCHJIMCh, ¥ OH OBl yTaJ1, eciiv Obl OHa KPEMKO He MOIXBaTHJIa ero moj pyky. ’KeHIuHa moMorsia eMmy
JOUTH JI0 CTEHBI U OImycThIa Ha 3emumo. OHa fgaxe He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHKS Ha TO, YTO OH IPSI3HBIM,
YTO OT HEro IUIOXO MaxHeT BCJEACTBHUE TOTO, YTO OH JaBHO HE MBUICS, YTO OHA MOKET MCHAaYKaThCs
00 HEro, XOTsI ITO yXke UTAK MPOU30ILIO. PsiioM ¢ coO0il kKeHIIMHA MOCTaBUIIa CBOIO KOP3UHY.

— Kak Bac 30ByT?

— Pobepr, rocroxa.

— He HasbIBaiiTe MeHsI rocrioxou, Muctep Podept. TOT Heroasi He coMalt Bam pyKy?

— Her-ner. Bee B nopsake.

BapeiiHs B3si1a Oeblil IUIATOK ¢ KOP3UHBI U 3aBepHYJIa B HEro /iBa Oombimx nupora. [lotom
OTKpbLJIA MEIIIOYEK U JOCTaJIa HECKOJIBKO MOHET, ¥ BCe 3TO OHA BJIOXWIA B pyku Podepra.

— Bo3bMuTe. D10 Bam 3a YECTHOCTb.

— bnaronaprio, rocrosa, — ckazaj OH 1 XOTeJI TOKJIOHUTBCS €1 B HOTH, HO KEHIIMHA OCTAHOBUJIA
ero.
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— He nazbIBaiiTe MeHs rocniokoil. Ha MUIOCTh HY’)KHO OTBeYaTh MIJIOCTBIO. JIoOporo Bam JiHs,
Pooepr.

— U Bam, rocrioxa. Brl ricriaukanu cBoe IiaTbe 00 MeHA.

JKenmmHa 3aMeTna 3To, YAbIOHY/IaCh U OTBETHIA:

— Huuero crpamnoro.

Omna B3s11a KOP3UHY W HAIpaBUJIaCh CBOEH Aoporoid, a Podept eme noiroe Bpems cuaen Ha
npesxkHeM Mecte. [lake korga 0ok MpoIia B HOrax, OH OCTAaJICS Ha TOM ke MecTe Kak Obl B 3a0bIThe.
ITocne vero TMOAKPEIUIICS ITUPOTrOM KEHIMUHBI U HAITPABUJICA B Ty K€ CTOPOHY, KYy/a ITOILIa U OHA.

BeuepoM oH BCTpeTuics ¢ TAKUMM ke MapHSMU, Kak U OH, M OHU pacliuBaiu ciuprHoe. Onyp-
MaHHMBAoIIlee COCTOsIHKE OBJaaeso Podeprom. OH, HaKOHEI, MOYYBCTBOBA IONTOXIAHHOE paccaad-
nenue. Bee ero mpoGiemsl yieTydmiuch. 17 Hero yxe He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO 3TOW TPSA3HON, TOPOYHOU
KM3HU, ITOU HUILETHI, 3JI0BOHbSI U3 MTOMOEK. DTOT MUP YILIEJ, U HA €r0 MECTO MpHULIeT IPyrou —
paccaabsIoNIyi, MO3BOMSIONINI 3a0bIThCS U TIOTPY3UTHCS B HETO rojIoBoM. M OH yCHYI Moj1 rojioca
Y CMeX MapHel, KOTOpbIE BCE elle MPOAOIKAIN PACIMBATh U HACTAKIAThCS AJIKOTOJIEM.

[TpocHyscst oH yxke 3a MmoiaHoYb. [0oBa Gojiesla 1 HEMHOTO Kpykuiack. Hukoro psiiom He
ob110. [ToBcrony Bassiuch 00beak v OyThUIKK. OH Bee ellle HaXOAWJICS oA JeUCTBHEM aJIKOToJs,
Y MapeHb, MOMIATHBASCh, TOOpe, KyJa I1a3a MIsaT.

PoGept okazancs B TeMHOM mepeynke. [IbsiHBIMU I71a3aMHM OH BCMATPUBAJICS B TPEIMETHI,
npencraBasiive nepes HUM. CrienaB ¢ IECATOK HEYBEPEHHBIX LIAroB, IApeHb KPaeM I1a3a crpasa OT
ce0s1 3aMeTr1 (pUrypy, BHIAGISIONIYIOCS U3 TEMHOTHI. YeloBeK CTOsiI, He MIENIOXHYBIIMCh. Podept
OCTAQHOBWJICSI HATTPOTUB HETO U TOIBITAJICS BCMOTPEThCS, KaK BJIPYT CIOBHO OIIYTHII Ha ceOe B3I/
(urypsl. Paznancs TMXuil pbIK, ¥ apeHb clesiall NomaThiBalomuiics mar Ha3al. OH pa3BepHyics U
no0Oexa 13 nepeyJika K JIoAsM — OH BEPHUII, YTO OHU TaM €CTb, — HO TIOJTYYMJI CUJIbHBIN y/Iap B CITUHY.
PoGept npocTtonan u ynan Ha3HUYb. HO TONBKO OH XOTEJ MPUIOAHATHCS, KaK TIOUyBCTBOBAJI HA I1Iee
OCTpY10 OO0JIb, CIOBHO B Hee BIMJIMCH UIJIBL. [I0TOM OIIyTHII TEIUTyIO CTPYHKY Ha Hell. B TeMHOTE OH
HE MOT pa3o0parhb, 4TO 3TO, HO AOTaJaJICsl, 9TO 9TO OblIa ero KpoBb. Kpernkue pykr HaOpOoCHBIIErocst
aepxaiu ero 3a redd. OH BHOBb YCTIBIIIAT phIK Haj coboil. [lles ero kak Oyaro oHemena, a caeaoM
U Bce Tesio. Bapyr HeM3BeCTHBIN OTITYCTHII €r0 U yOekall, CIOBHO €ro KTO-TO CIyrHyJ. Podept He
MOT' TOBOPUTb U HE MOT JIa)e IMOIIEeBENUThCS. JIMIb CKBO3b 3yOBl OH CTOHAI OT OOJM U TIBITAJICS
NIepeBEPHYThCS Ha CIUHY. S opasas ero Tejo, ¥ napeHb 3TO 4YyBCTBOBAIL. . .

PoGept oTkpbut 111a3a. OH He MBITAJICS YCHYTh, & TPOCTO COMKHYJT UX, 3a0bIBIINCH B BOCTIOMU-
HaHusX. [Tapens jiexan Ha CiHe U CMOTpeJl B MOTOJIOK.

IToBepHyB roJI0BY BJIEBO, OH YBUJEJ TUXO JApeMaBllyio KaTpuH, koTopas npuxasnach K HEMy.
JIOKOHBI 4y Th MPUKPBUTH €€ JUI0. POOepT citblial ee THXOe pOBHOE AbIXaHKE, M HEBOJIIBHO €T0 JIMIIO
TPOHYJIA YJbIOKA.

Bammnup Tuxo BCTan ¢ KpoBaTu, YTOObI He pa3OyAUTh JEBYIIKY, U CIYCTUJICS BHU3 Ha KYXHIO.
OH pemmi IpuUroToBUTH i 3aBTpak. Caenan AMYHUILy ¢ KOJI0acoi v rpudamMu, a TakKe IyAuHT U
TOCTBI. cnonp30BaHHyI0 OCYAy IIOCTABUJI B PAKOBUHY U IIOMBLI, & IOCJIE BCE PACCTABUII [0 MECTaM.

[MapeHsb 3akpbl1 nepes coOoi mKagd ¢ TapeJKaMyd M OCTAaHOBUJICS, IIOCTABUB PYKU Ha CTOIL.
Barsaa ero cran 3agymunBbeiM. OH cMOTpeT B CTOPOHY, Kak Oyato Baais. Ero BocnomuHaHust BO3-
BpallaJIUCh. . .

PoGept ounysics Ha 3emiie. OH Tak U OCTaJICA JiekaTh B TOM ke MojokeHnr. Kpyrom HUKOro
He OBLIO.

[TapeHb MpUIIOTHSIICA, TOCMOTPEI MO CTOPOHaM M BCTajl. Bojau OH He 4YyBCTBOBaJ, Kak W
rojiofa. Ycranaoctu Toxe HeT. KosieHo, KoTopoe paHbiiie 0051el1o, He MojiaBasio Mpu3HakoB 6oim. Pyka,
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10 KOTOPO# yapyil My)XUMHA MAJIKOM, MPOILIA, ¥ OH MOT JIETKO ee CKMMath. JIUIb My4nyia cTpaH-
Hast kaxa. Ho xoTenock He BOJbL, @ Y€ro-To JAPYroro.

PoGept BbIIIeT U3 TEMHOTO TMepeyika Ha OCBEeleHHYIo (akenamu ynuily. [namss oT orHeit
NOKa3aIoch eMy sipkuM. OHHU CIIOBHO OCTIeIUIsuiM ero. OH OTBOPAYMBAJICS OT HUX, TIPUKPBIBAS I71a3a
pyKamH Kak oT conHia. Ha ocBerieHHO! yiuiie Toxe HUKOTO He OKa3asioch.

YTtoOBl yHTH — Kak Ka3aJoch eMy — OT SIPKOTo cBeTa, PoOepT CBepHYJI B CIIEAYIOIIHIA ITEPeyJIOK.
Ho nipoiins napy MeTpoB, OCTAHOBHJICS: 371€Ch OKA3aJI0Ch CIIUIIKOM TeMHO. [TapeHb HHu4Yero He Mor
Pa3IMYUTh, KaK BIPYT BCE M3MEHUIIOCH: TJIa3a ero HaCTPOMJIUCH, M OH MOT JIETKO BUIETh. Best TeMHOTa
niepes razamu pacerynmiack. C MOMOIIBI0 HOBOYM MPHOOPETEHHOM CIIOCOOHOCTH PoGepT OTUeTIMBO
BUJIEJT BCE TIPEIMEThl B TEMHOTE.

OH GJ1aroroIyYHO MPOIIes TEMHBIH NEPEeyJIOK U Pe3KO OCTAHOBHJICS: BO3JIe ceOsl MapeHb YCIIbl-
maJ Ybe-To ObicTpoe cepaneduenre. OH MOCMOTpEI M0 CTOPOHAaM, HO HUKOTO He yBujed. OmycTuB
B30p, PoGepT 3ameTn1 B CTOpoHe OT ceds BO3Jie KaHaBKH Kpbicy. OHa JlalkaMuy BBITHPAJia CBOIO MOp-
JIOUKY.

[Mapenp npricen u HaBocTpuil ciryX. OKazanoch, 4To 3TO ee ceplie Tak ObIcTpo Omiiock. OH
BO BCe IJIa3a CMOTpeJT Ha Hee, MPUOTKPBIB poT U He apuraschk. Ceituac PoOept He OHMMA, Kak OH
MOJXET CIIBIIIATH €€ CepALcOreHNUEe, TIO3TOMY JIMIIO €r0 BhIPAKasio MOJIHOE N3YMIICHUE.

OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro ryd 4To-TO KOCHYJIOCh, a Ha pyKax MOSBWJIMCH KOrTu. JKaxkna
My4mMia elie CUibHee, U B OIMH MOMEHT PoGepT MOJTHUEHOCHO HaOpOCUIICS Ha KPBICY, CXBATUB €e.
Ona 3anuiiasa, HO MapeHb He OTITYCKAaJI ee, iepka 00EUMHU pyKaMu. Yike BITYIICHHbIC KJIbIKH BITH-
JIUCh B €e MaJIeHbKOE TeJiblle. Bammup nouyBCTBOBaAN YTOJIEHHE JKaX/Ibl, KOTJIA OIYTHJI BO PTY BKYC
KPOBH, HO 9TOr0 0Ka3aJI0Ch HEJJOCTATOUHO.

VBUIIeB KpoBaByIo Kpbicy, PobepT ¢ omep3eHnem oTOpocui ee B cTopoHy. Ceityac OH ellie He
OCO3HABAJI, KEM CTaJl Ha caMOM-To Jiesie. [TapeHs Bce ere Jymalt, 4To OH YeJIoBeK, HO IITyOOKO B 9TOM
3a0myxaics. JKaxkaa mpojomkana ero MydaTb, ¥ OH MoOpe Jaliblie.

PoGept cBepHyI1 Ha JPYTYI0 YJIUILY, KOTJa YCIIbIIIAI KpUKU. Bo3Jie cTeHbl JoMa OH yBUJIEN KeH-
IIMHY U JIBOUX MYKUHMH, KOTOpbIE XOTEJIM ee M3HacKIoBaTh. OIMH yaapui ee Kylakom B Hoc. JKeH-
IIMHA yAapuiach 3aThUIKOM 00 CTEHY M OIyCTHIach BHU3. [0noBa 3akpyxuack. M3 pa3ouroro Hoca
TEKJIa KPOBb.

Spoctb oxBaruia Pobepra. OH momen k HUM. ToJIbKO BHATHOTO HMYETO OH HE MOT' ITPOrOBO-
puTh. SI3bIK 3a1UIesICs KaK y MbsHOTO. JIWIIb MO0 K HUM, KOTJIa OHU 3aMETHJIM €r0 U OTOILIA OT
KCHIIMHBI, OH HUYEro He CKa3aJl, a JIMIIIb TOJIbKO 3JI0CTHO MPOPBIYAIT TaK, YTO MYKUMHBI OTIIATHY-
Juchk OT Hero. Ho 3To ObUIO JIUII MTHOBEHBEM.

— Iomen orciona! — co 371000i TPOrOBOPUI ONVH U PUHYJICS HA HETO.

PoGepT ocTaHOBUII €ro OIHOM PYKOM, CXBATWIJI MYKUHMHY 3 I1Iel0 ¥ OTOPBAJI OT 3eMJIH, TOCIe
yero Opocut ero Brepes ceos. [lapeHb yauBHiICs CBOe cuiie, MOCKOJIBbKY Bpar ero, mpexie 4em
yIacTh Ha 3eMJIIO, MPOJIETeNl HECKOJIbKO MeTpOB. J{pyroii MpOTUBHUK OPOCWIICS B aTaky, U MapeHb
OBICTPO cpearnpoBajl Ha Hero. Bpems kak OyaTo 3amenmuioch i PoGepra, Kormga My)kJruHa 3ama-
xuBayics. [lapeHb YKJIOHWIICS Y HaHEC CUJIbHBIN yIap MPOTHBHUKY B YeTIOCTb. TOT pyXHYJ CIIOBHO
3aMepTBO, YJApUBIIKUCH 00 cTeHy. JKeHIIMHAa HaXOAWIach B IIOKE U yKace, U B TO Xke BpeMsl BO Bce
mia3a cMotpesia Ha Pobepra u Toxe yauBiisiiack ero cuiie. OH 00epHYJICS M IOJOIIEN K Held, 4TOObI
MIOMOUYb MOJTHSATHCS, KaK BAPYT BCTAJI KaK BKOITAHHBIN: 3aI1aX ee KPOBH YAapWJl eMy B HO3/IPH, U KakK/1a
BHOBb YCHJIMJIACh. BOJIbIIINE KIIBIKM HAYAJIU MOSBISAThCA, U Podept oTBepHycsa. OH caepkuBai ceos
1 Ooposicst ¢ caMuM cOoOO, YTOOBI He HANacTh Ha JKEHIIUHY U HE Pa3opBaTh €€ Ha KYCKH.

— Cnacu6o Bam! C Bamu Bce B Topsijike?

— beru! — nomemnB, OTBETUII OH.

— Yro BbI cKa3aam? — MOJHUMASCh, CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Bern! — kpukHyn Podept, 00epHYBIIMCH 1 MTOKa3aB KEHIIMHE CBOW UCTUHHBINA OOJHK.
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Ona ucmyranace 1 yoexana, Ho JJis BAMITpA HUYEro He M3MEeHMIIOCh. JKask/1a KpOBU OCTasach
npexHeid. OH NoIeN MpoYb OT MYKUYHMH, KOTOPBIE CTAJI PUXOIUTH B ceOsl.

[TapeHb cBepHY/1 Ha HOBYIO YJIWILy U MPUCIOHUJICS JIUIIOM K XOJIOAHOU cTeHe. OcTpble KOrT!
OCTaBWJI CJIe/ibl Ha Hell. PoOepT XoTes yCrioKOUTh CBOIO Kasky. B3siB cpemHuii maser J1eBor pyKH,
OH 3aKpPbLJI IJIa3a U CJIOMAJI €ro. DTO 0Ka3aJo CUJIbHOE JercTBre. Kbk ncyesny, kaxia npornana.. ..
Ha ee mecto mpuriuia 60716 OT TIepeIOMaHHOTO CycTaBa, U PodepT 3akpuyant. . .

— Pobepr! — 3Basa Katpun.

OH cTOsIIT B TOM K€ MOJIOAKEHUH, B KOTOPOM YILIEJI B BOCTIOMUHAHUS. [IJIMHHbIE YepHbIE KOI'TH
BITWJTUCH B MeOEIb.

Bammnup oGepHysics, 1 AeByIIKa yBUeIa 30J0TUCThIE KOIIaubk Iiia3a. [lapeHs ceffuac Hamo-
MUHAQJI €/l XUIIHUKA, TOTOBOTO HAIACTh HA KEPTBY. SIpOCTh HaMOMHSAIA ero B30p. M3 NpuoTKphITOro
pTa MOKa3bIBAIMCH OeJibie OOJBIITNE KIIBIKH.

PoGepT 3aKkpbu1 171232, OTBEPHYJICS U YCTIOKOUJICS, M KOTTH UCYE3IIH.

— oGpoe yTpo, — cKazaj OH M MOBEpHYJICS. — 1 MpUTOTOBIII Tebe 3aBTpakK.

ITocne 3TuX €1OB NapeHs yIes ¢ KyXHHU.

KaTpuH ¢ nepexuBaroimm B3MISAA0M IOCMOTpeSia eMy BCJIEHd; TOTOM IIpUcesia U BHOBb B3IJISI-
HyJIa B €0 CTOPOHY, B35IB B PYKH BUJIKY.

Criyctst Bpemsi OHUM exasu B KoJutek. [Ipurarens Mercedes-Benz Tvxo ypyas, u oHM, MOJTYa,
exanu. My3blka B CaJIoHE He Urpaja.

OHM OCTaHOBWIIKCH, KOT/Ia CBETO(OP 3aropesicst KpaCHbIM CBETOM, U PoOepT BKIIIOUMIT yKa3a-
TeJIb IOBOPOTA.

KsTpun otopBana B3mis1 OT OKHa M Opocuiia B3rsiA Ha napHsa. OH cMOTpest BIepea U CJIOBHO
ObUT B 320bIThH. KpacuBble, yXOKeHHBIE PYKH MSTKO CKMMAaIU PyJib aBTOMOOWJIsI OM3HEC-KJiacca.
[Mapens Kak OyATO O YEM-TO pa3MBIIUISIT UM BCIIOMUHAJ HeJjaBHee coobiTre. Ero ponruii, He Mura-
IONIMIA B3IJISI/L, YCTPEMJIEHHBIN KyZa-TO BIaJlb, 3aCTaBWJI JIEBYIIKY BCIIOMHUTh UCTHHHOE OOJMYbE
MapHS.

— Pobepr, — cpocuiia KaTpuH, mocMOTpeB Briepes U OIyCTUB B30P, — Thl MHE PACCKaKeIIb? —
B3[JISIHYJIa OHA Ha HETO.

[Mapenp HaxMypr1 GpOBH.

— O uem?

— O toMm, 9TO ¢ TOOOU MPOUZOILIO CETOIHS.

Bamnuip B3IIsiHYJ B 3€pKasio 3aJHETO BU/1A, IOTOM Ha MaJjblbl U, TOMEIIUB, OTBETHIL:

— BocnomuHanus mpomuioro.

— 3T0 TO, O YeM Thl MHE PacCKa3bIBaJ1?

- Ja.

— Ilpoctu, 4to 51 3acTaBuia Te0s1 BCIOMHHUTH BCE 9TO, BECh ITOT yKac. .., — IOMEIJIUB, MTPOro-
BOpWJIa OHA.

— Dro nponutoe, Karpun, — Msirko nepedus Podept. — He usBuHsiics.

Caetoop a1 3e1eHbI CBET U OHU, [IOBEPHYB, MOEXAJIH.

OnHu norbexanu K yHUBEpCUTETY, U PoOepT mpunapkoBai aBTOMOOWIIb.

KaTpuH, BbIIS U3 MalllMHbI, OBCTpeYasack ¢ noapy:xkamu — Camanroit u Karpus.

— IIpuser, KaTpuH! — B 01IH rosioc Becesno MporoBOPHJIM OHU U TIOJIE3/IU K HEH ¢ OOBATUSIMU.

JleBy1ka oT OOBSITUI HE OTKA3asach.

— Ilpuser, neBuar!

W3 mammns! Beien PoGepT u nmogomesn K HuM.

— 3apaBCTBYWTE.

JleByIIKY MO3J0POBAJIMCH C MIAPHEM U BO BCE IV1a3a CMOTPEJIM Ha HETO.

Bammup nepernisnyiicsa ¢ Katpus u oTBeTWII:
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— 41 Bac ocraBmo.

OH HanpaBuJICA B KOJUIEAK.

— W xak 181 ero oxmypwia? — cnpocwia CamaHTa, TpOC/IEANB 32 TApHEM.

K3TpuH B OTBET TOJBKO Y/IBIOHYIIACK.

— JleBuart, s1 X0Tesa BaM paccKa3aTh O CBOEM JIHE POKICHUH. . .

— MB&I 06 3TOM Kak pa3 ¥ XOTUM TMOTOBOPHUTH € TOOOH, — nepeduia KarpuH.

— JleBuar, neHb poXkIeHUsI OTMeuaTh He Oynem, — nepeduna Katpun, 3amsBimicsk. — 1o kpaitHei
Mepe, Ha 9TOU HeJese, — I0rOBOPUJIa OHA.

—Yt0? — ynuBunach CamaHra.

— INouemy? — cripocuina Katpum.

— Pobepr Ha 310 Hepene yezxkaetr. MHe HEOOXOAMMO OBITh PSJIOM C HUM.

—Yro? Kyna? 3auem? — mOCHINAINUCh HA JEBYIIKY BOMPOCHI.

— JleBuat, s1 He MOTY BaM ceifuac Bce pacckaszarh. 51 BaM Bce Mo3ke OObSCHIO.

W KaTpuH HanpaBuiach B KOJJIEAXK, OCTABUB CBOUX TOIPYkKEK Oe3 OTBETOB.

— Yo 3a cekpetsl? — cipocuia CamaHTa.

— OHa craHoBUTCS TpsiM Kak PoGept, — mporoBopuia Karpuh, 3agyMunBO cMOTpst BClie[
Hozipyre.

— W He roBopu.

[NapeHs u feByIIKa CHIEIH 32 OHOM MapTOM y OKHA, M PoOepT ¢ 3ayMUMBBIM JIUIIOM CMOT-
pen Ha ynuny. KaTpuH BHMMatenpHO ciyinaia JeKkiuo Muctepa Bans, HO 171 BaMIiupa ero rojioc
KazaJics 3arylIeHHbIM, Kak OyJTO OH HaXxOAWJICs Mo BOIoM. Bce ClIOBHO pacIiibiBaioch rnepes Iia-
3aMU, BCE Ka3aJIoCh MHBIM. [lepes HUM MOSBIISIICS JPYror MUp, MOJTHBIN O0M 1 OTYasiHuSA, 1 Pobept
Norpy’kajics B Hero. B Mup BOCIOMUHaHMIA O TIPOIILIOM. . .

OH ounysics B TeMHOTe. CTOsIIa TUIIIMHA, ¥ JIMIIIb OTKY/AA-TO CHU3Y TOHOCUJIMCh KaKUe-TO IJTy-
Xue 3ByKH. BO3MOKHO, KTO-TO pasroBapuBasl. BoT mocibiimancs KOHCKUH ToroT. [IoToM BHOBb Bce
CTUXJIO.

PoGepT npunonHsijics 1 3aMeTr1 HeOOMBIION MPOCBET, UCXOMSIINNA U3 IIEIIH.

OH Ha yeTBepeHbKax MOAIOA3 M HECHJIBHO HagaBuil. HacTexpb OTKpBUIMCH MajleHbKHE Jiepe-
BsIHHBIE OKHA, U JIy4Yd COJIHLIA YAApWIX B I71a3a mapHio. OH 3QKMYpPUIICS M YBEPHYJICS B TEMHOTY.
B rmazax Bce momyTHes10, 1 PoOept Ha BpeMsl OTepsil 3peHue. Yke BIOCIESICTBUN OH Y3HAJ, YTO
B IIepBbIC THU OOpaIlieHKs BaMITMPbl OYEHb YyBCTBUTENIBHBI K COTHEUHOMY CBETY, M OHH JIakKe CIIO-
COOHBI MOrMOHYTH OT Hero. JIWib Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi Bce HOPMAJIM3YeTCsl, 1 OHU CIIOCOOHBI
MOSIBJIATBLCS Cpeflb Oena JIHs.

3peHue BepHYJI0Ch, U BAMITMP BHOBB Mof1om1eN K OKHaM. OH Me/IJIEHHO MPOTSIHYJ BIIEpel PyKy
Ha COJTHEYHBIN cBeT. BykBajbHO yepe3 ceKyHOy ee 00oxrio. OHa MOKpacHena M 3abIMIIIAch,
napeHsb yopaa pyKy B TEMHOTY, MIOYYBCTBOBAaB CUJIbHYIO 00sb. KHcTh OKazanach BCsi B O)orax, HO
cryctsi Bpemsi PoGepT 3ameTw1, Kak paHbl €ro HaYajau MeIJICHHO 3akuBaTh. OT yAWBIEHUS Y HETO
packpbuics pot. OH MOCMOTpEIT B CTOPOHY PAaCKPBITOTO OKHA, Ha CBET, U MOHSLI, UTO, TIOKAJYH, €IMH-
CTBEHHBI BBIXOJI JIJISl HETO, — 9TO OCTaThCS 31€Ch.

[MTapeHb NPUCITIOHUIICS CITUHOM K JICPEBSHHOM CTEHE U B TAKOM IOJIOXKEHUH OCTAJICS HETTO/IBUK-
HbIM. Tak OH ¥ MpocuIeN Bce yTPO U BeCh JIeHb, JOXKUIASCh Beuepa.

Hacrymun Beuep, korma Podept oTkpbit r1aza. OH He crajl, HO IOTPY3WICsS B Pa3MbIILICHUS
o ce0e, KeM OH TeTlepb CTaJl Ha CaMOM JIeJie.

OH nocMoTpen B OKHO. fIpkasi, mojHasi JyHa cBeTwIa Hag HUM. Pakesbl OCBEIIaIn YIIUIbI, a
1o HUM Opoanm peakue moan. Okaszanock, yto PoOepT Haxoauiics Ha Yepake B 4yKOM JIOMe U KaK
CloJia TornaJ, OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTb. HO eciin 3To 4y»koii oM, 3HAYMT, ero KTo-To BiycTvil. Ho Takux
3HaKOMBIX Y PoGepra HrKorIa He Ob1710. M oH cam KakuM-TO 00pa3oM B300paJiCs Ha TAKYIO BBICOTY.
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OH npurnsaencs U 3aMeTu1 ITyOOKHe JTMHAU Ha BHEITHEW CTOPOHE JIePEeBSHHOW CTEHBI. DTO
OBLITN CJIE/IbI OT KOTTEH.

PoGept, He 3aayMbIBasiCh, COPBHITHYJI C Uepaaka gomMa. HUKTo He 3aMeTnI1, Kak OH TUXO M MSTKO
npuseminiicsi Ha Horu. OH HUYero cede He MOBPEII, U 9TO BHOBb YIMBHIIIO €ro, M OH HaIpaBHJICS
BIiepes. Y HEero He CTosiia 1iejIb — KyJIa-To onpezaenenHo uatu. OH e Tyaa, Kyaa riasa rsaast. Ho
B TO K€ BpeMsI ero Myumia )ak/1a, 1 BaMIup XoTel ee yTonuTb. Torma Podept u mocraBui cede e
— HalTH CBOUX JPYy3€i, C KOTOPBIMU KWJI Ha YJIMLIE.

Ho oH HuKOro He OOHapyKWJI, KOrJa MpuIleNn Ha ObIBIee MecTo «oOuTaHus». Kpyrom ObLt
pazdpocan mycop. PoGept Hayasm oco3HaBaTh, YTO OHU YIIUTH, 2 BOBMOXHO, Jaxe Opocwiu ero. [ie
MX UCKaTh — HEM3BECTHO. Jla ¥ 3aUeM MX MCKaTh, KOTAa OH cTajl MHbIM. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI M BUJET B ce0e
cepbe3Hble I3MEHEHUsI, He CBOMCTBEHHBIE UEJIOBEKY, HO UTO ke B JeHCTBUTEILHOCTH MPOU3OIIIO, OH
ere He MOHUMaJT. Tak WM MHave, BAMIMP He CTajl OPOJUTH MO TOPOY B MIOMCKaX CBOMX jApy3eit. OH
pel MOKMHYTh €ro pa3 U HaBceraa. B Jopory oH HUYero He B3sil.

MuMO ApeMaBIIUX CTPaXHUKOB, KOTOPbIE CHAIM Ha IOCTY BO3JIE BOPOT, OH MPOIIIENT TUXO U
HE3aMeTHO.

C cenbCKO¥M JOPOTH OH CBEPHYIT B Yallly Jieca, YToObl cpe3arh MmyTh. PoOepT Hampasisiics B
APYroy ropoj U 3HaJl, YTO OH HaxXoAUTCs 3a iecoM. OH HU OMH pa3 yxke OpOAUI B HEM C JIPY3bsIMH.
Ho 310 ObUIO HEM, a HE HOYBIO.

Han nepeBom, mog KOTOpPBIM IMPOXOIXIT BAMITHP, yXajia coBa. [lapeHb MOAHsI rOJIOBY U yBUIE
CMOTPSIIIIMIA Ha HETrO HEOTPBIBHBIN B3MIsi Oonbivx ra3. CoBa 3aMoiyalia, yCTaBUBIIMCh HA HE3HA-
komua. CBeT JIyHbI OCBEIla UX.

I'ne-To B cTopoHe nocsimaics Tpeck BeTok. OHM 06a IMOCMOTpEI B Ty CTOPOHY, M COBa COpBa-
JIach ¢ BETKU U ynetena. PoOept mpociequn 3a Heid, MoToM 00paTri B30p B CTOPOHY M3JaBIIErOCS
3BYyKa.

OH BbIIIIEN M3-32 AEPEBLEB U OCMOTPEN KPOHBI. B Jlecy HacTasia THINMHA, HapylIaeMasi HHOTAa
MOPbIBAMH BETpa.

Bnpyr PoGept kpaem r71a3a 3aMeTUI B CTOPOHE MTPOMETbKHYBIIYIO TeHb. 3pEHUE ero TYT ke
YIIyUIIIUIIOCh, 3pAUYKU M3MEHUIIUCh, a CIyX HaBocTpwics. Ho Oonbliie OH HUYEro He yBUAET U He
ycabiman. [TapeHs qaxe He paccblia, Kak HEKTO TUXO M OeCIIyMHO BCKapaOKaJics 10 TOMY JIepEBY,
e HeJJaBHO cujiena coBa. HekTo okasascs B mape metpax oT Podepra, u purypa npeirHysia Ha HEro
CO CMMHBI, TIOBAJIMB Ha 3eMJTI0. B HOC yapwit 3arax crHMBIIMX JIMCTheB. He3HakoMel[ cXBaTuIl mapHs
3a roJIOBY, TOTOBBIN €€ OTOPBaTh, HO BAMITHP YIepcsi PyKaMu B 3eMJTI0 M OTCKOUMII OT Hee. OHU BMe-
CTe TPOJIETeIM HECKOJIbKO METPOB, TMOCIIE Yero MPOTUBHUK yIAPWIICS CIMHON 00 nepeBo, u Podept
0CcBOOOIWIICS OT XBaTKM uyxkaka. OH BcTan U ObicTpo oOepHysicsa. HekTto erie He mpuiien B ceods,
Kak BAPYT 3aMeTHJI 3aMaxyBaIoIyIocst pyKy napHs. OH yBepHYJICs OT yAapa, U B CTOPOHBI TOJIETEITH
IIeNbl U KYCKH JIepeBa.

Hesnakomerr otomen ot Podepra. OHM CTOSIM B HECKOJIBKUX METpax APYr oT apyra. Yyxak
B3IVISTHYJI HA MECTO y/apa, MOTOM BHOBb Ha mapHsi. OH CTOSUI HATOTOBE, OKU/IAsl aTaK! HETIPHUSITENS.
Henpusitens onyctun pyku. Ilpu syHHOM cBete PoOepT 3ameTnsi, Kak He3HaKOMell YJIBIOHYJICS |
TIOCJTBIIIAJICS €70 CMEIIOK.

— Tak 3TO THI, — CKa3aJ OH.

Bammnup Haxmypu 6poBH, He IOHMMAs1, O YeM TOBOPUT HENPUSATENb, HO PYK HE OITYCTHIL.

— He npusHaens MeHsI? — CIIpOCHUT OH. — A 51 TeOsl MpU3HAJL.

— Ko 1817 — cBUpeno cripocust Pobepr.

— 4 ToT, KTO caenai Te0s TeEM, KEM ThI ABJISEIILCS cefyac.

BpoBu napHs pa3BUHYIUCH, a TJIa3a PaCHIMPUIIHCH.

— Tax 310 OBUT THI!

- Ja.

— Yro THI cienan co MHOU?! — mpokpuyan Pobepr.

10
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— Hudero oco6eHHOr0, — CIIOKOWHO OTBeYal He3HaKoMell. — [IpocTo ysTydImn TBOM KayecTBa.
CkopocTb, cuna, 00OHSIHUE. ... Bce 4yBcTBa COBEpITIEHHBI.

— A roso? — CIJIOTHYB, CIIPOCHJT TTAPEHb.

— Ha-na, 31a10. Hecrepriumpliii roon. Ckopee He rojiof, a skax/ia.

— Xaxna yero? — nepeOU OH.

— KpoBu, — nomennve, OTBETHII HE3HAKOMEII.

— 3aueM Thl 3TO caes1all CO MHOM?

— 1 Bce Tebe moBealo, ecim, KOHEYHO, COM3BOJIHIITL MHE 3TO C/IENaTh, — OTBETHII HE3HAKOMEII,
TIOJIHSIB PYKH Ha YPOBHE I'PY[H, TEM CaMbIM TMOKa3bIBasi 3TUM kecToM PoOepTy, 4To OH He keJaeT
ApaTthCsl.

[Napens HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi CTOSUT B OOOPOHHUTENTBHOM T103€, HO TIOC/Ie B HEPEIIUTEILHOCTH OITy-
CTHJI PYKH.

— A Tenepb creiyi 32 MHOM, — CKa3aJl HE3HAKOMell.

— Kyna? — nounrepecosaics Pooeprt.

— B Moe xwuuine, — oTBevas OH, MOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY U HE OCTaHABJIMBASICH UATH.

Onu HarpaBysUUCh BITYOb Jieca. [1of Horamu XpycTesy 3aCOXIINe JIMCThS U JIOMAJIUCh BETKH
JepEBbEB.

— Kak TBOE MMS$1? — crIpoCHIT HE3HAKOMEII.

— PoGepr. A TBOE? — MOMEJIVB, CIIPOCUIT OH.

Hesnakomerr cipbIrHyJ1 ¢ OOJBIIOro KaMHsI, ¥ TAPEHb MOCIIE0BA TAKUM XKe ITyTEeM.

— Mens 30ByT ['nneon. Ho B cBsi3u ¢ TeM, 4TO KUBY OIMH U B Jiecy, TO MPUIyMas ceOe mpo-
3BUILLE.

— Kakoe?

— Poppecr.

PoGepT, yXMBUIbHYBILIUCH, YIBIOHYIICS.

Bnepenu nokazascsi crapblid, OTypa3pyIIEHHBIH JOM.

— Tel 30€ch kuBelIb? — CIPOCKIT TAPEHb.

— Ha, — orBetii1 Poppecr.

OHU BOIILIH B JIOM. ..

— Mucrep Pobept! Muctep Pobept! — pa3naBascst yeid-To My)CKOH rosoc.

PoGepT BhlIlien U3 MHOW peabHOCTH U 0OpaTHIICs Ha rooc. Bee cTyaeHThl, Kak ¥ caM IMpero-
JaBatelib, Kak U cama KaTpuH, cMoTpenu Ha Hero.

— BBl ¢ HaMy TIPUCYTCTBYETE WIIM TIE-TO B JPYrOM MecTe? — CIIPOCHIT MYKUMHA.

Jlerkast yipiOKa TpoHyIa ryObl apHs, ¥ OH TIPOMOJIBUJT:

— V3Bunute, Muctep Basb, 51 morpy3usics B BOCHOMHHAHUSI.

— Bynpre Tak mo00e3Hbl, BHIAAUTE U3 HUX, — BEXKJIMBO MOMPOCKIT MTPENOIaBaTe]b.

— Jla, KOHEYHO.

KaTpuH ¢ TpeBOXHBIM JIMIIOM B3MJIsiHY/Ia Ha PoOepra. Heyxenu pacckazaHHasi UM eil UCTOPUS
MOTJIa TaK MOBJIUSTh Ha HEro?

— Pobepr, Bce B nopsiike? — MPUKOCHYBIIKCH K HEMY, CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

[Mapens mocMoTper el B 171a3a, Mocje Yero OrmyCcTHII B30p U OTBEPHYJI JIMIIO K OKHY, HE CKa3aB
HU cJ10Ba. JIUIIO ero BhIpakajo KPalHIO 33yMUNBOCTh M HANPsKEHHOCTh. Ero Myunsm BocrioMu-
HaHus. Te BOCMOMMHAHUSI, KOTOPbIE OH JIONTO CTapaics 3a0bITh U JABHO 3a0bUI, HO CTPYHBI, KOTO-
pbix oTpeBoxuia Katpun. CJIOBHO Menoausi OHU BO3BPAIIAIUCH K HEMY, HAUTPbIBasi TPOJOJIKEHUE
AaBHO 3a0BITOTO MPOIILIOTO. . .

CriycTst BpeMs B CTapOM KaMKHE Tpelliaiv ApoBa B orHe. Bo MHOTUX yIjiax BHCesa MmayThHa.
Kpyrom Ha meGenu Obuta mbiib. Kazamock, X03MH ¥ BOBCE 3a0bUI, UTO Takoe yOopka. Heckombko

11
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KapTUH, KOTOpPbIe AEHCTBUTENILHO BBIIEISIMCH Ha cTapoM (hOHE JOMa, BECENN Ha CTeHaX. B komHare
MPAaKTHUYECKH HEe HAXOIUJIOCh HUKAKOW MeOesH 3a UCKIIIDYEHHEM JBYX OOJIBIIHX KA OB, KPOBATH U
MUChMEHHOTO cTona. Ha HeM Jiekano HEeCKObKO MCIUCAHHBIX JIMCTKOB, TIEPO C YEPHIJIAMHU M HATIO-
JIOBMHY JIOTOpEBINasi cBeva. X035 MH, BUJMMO, BeJl KAKHUE-TO 3aIKCH WITH, BO3MOXHO, YTO-TO THCAJL.

PoGepT cuzen Bo3iie KaMuHa, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K XOJIOAHOM cTeHe. PoppecT cuien Bo3Jie CTona,
MIPUCIIOHUBIINCH K ero Hoxke. OH Kak OyITO U3ydall CBOETro rocTsi, KOTOPBIi CMOTpPE B IO

— $1 Tak moHMMal0, 4TO y TEO elre OCTaTUCh BOMpochl? — cripocuit Poppect.

— Kro ke s1? — momomyas, cripocui Pobepr.

— Bamnup.

— Bam...nup?

— Ja.

— U 1o1 TOXE?

— Jla, ecrecTBeHHO, MHAYe s1 ObI He 0OpaTUiI Teds B cede oI0OHOTO.

PoGept nepeBapuBan ycibimanHoe. Heykenu oH cTain Tem, O KOM CJIbIIIaa MHOTO JIETeH]T 1
MU(OB, HO B CYIIIECTBOBAHKE, KOTOPBIX BEPUJIM MHOTHE, KaK 1 OH caM? KOro u3roHsiyim Kak HeYncCTyIo
cuiTy ¥ GOpPOIUCH Kak ¢ O0JIe3HbI0?

OH nocMoTpe Ha cBoM Ore/iHbIe PyKH. 3HAYUT, 3TO MpaBaa’? BaMImupsl CyIecTByIoT, U 9TO He
Mud? OHU KUBYT Cpei JIIOJIed TaliHO, HO OJIeIHBIN OOJIMK BBIIAET UX UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTb.

— 51 BuKYy, THI erie He BKYCUJT YeJIOBeueCcKOi KpoBU. MBI 9TO UCTIpaBUM, — roBopuil Poppect.

— Yto? — cipocun Pobept, CIOBHO He pacCIibiliiaB, UYTO eMy CKa3asd.

— YenoBeueckast KpoBb. Tebe HYKHO ee MmompoOoBaTh.

— 3auem?

— Yro6s! mutathest. He Oygenns ke Thl MUTaThCst KPOBBIO Kpbic! — Bo3MyTHIICs Poppect.

— Kak 5. ..

— 4 cnemun 3a ToOoM, — epedun oH. — [locne obpamienus. Buaen, kak Th HaOpocHICS Ha
Kpbicy. Habmonan 3a TBoelt [pakoi, Koraa Thl 3aCTYUIICS 3a Aamy. Dt1o Onaropoano. [ToxBambHo. A
niocsie oT Tedst U cies mpocThul. JIOBKO ThI McUe3aelllb, — YABIOHYJICS OH.

— ¢ HuKorma He oOIAIAT TAKOH CHAJION.

— EcrectBenno. OHa 1ana tebe nocne odpaienus. bonbias cua, CKOpocTb U BBIHOCIUBOCTb,
CIIOCOOHOCTh BU/IETh B KPOMEITHOW TEMHOTE, OTIIMYHBIN CTyX... MHoroe s Tede ai. BobImmHCTBO
rocJie 0OpaIIeHns OCTAIOTCSI OOBIYHBIMK BammpaMu. Ho HEKOTOpBIM 1a10TCsT 0COOBIE CUJTBI.

— Oco6ble cunb? Kakne?

— Harpumep, cmiocoOHOCTh YUTATh MBICIIM HE TOJIBKO JTIOEH, HO 1 ceOe MooOHbIX. TeneKknHes.
B03MOXHOCTb yIIpaBJISITh HA PACCTOSIHUY, KAK JIIOIbMH, TAaK M BAMIIMPAMH. .. Pa3Hble CHJTbI UMEIOTCSI.

— Ay 1ebs ectb? — moMomT4aB, cripocus Pobepr.

— Her.

— Ay mens?

— Bot 310 THI caM JOMKEH y3HaTh, HO TyMalo, YTo HeT.

— Ilouemy TbI Tak gymaenib?

— HackospKo s 3Hat0, ocobast cuiia epeaeTcsi OT TaKoro ke Bammupa. OT 0OIYHOTO HaBPsI[
JI1 TaKO€ BO3MOKHO. MOJXeT, 51 OIuOaoch.

B orue 3arpemany HOBbIE BETKH, MTOJKUHYThIE POPPECTOM.

— Korma 1s cTan Bamnurpom? — momMomndan, cupocus Pooepr.

— JIBa roga Ha3za.

— A KTO Tebst obparun?

— 4 ne 3nat0. Cxopee Bcero, BaMIup-oAMHOYKA. 3a 9TH JIBa rojia s1 MHOTOE y3Ha 0 cede momo0-
HBIX.

— Hanpumep.

12



P. Kanron. «[pesuuii II. [Ipenarens»

— Tlocne obOparieHusi, BAMIMP CTAHOBUTCSI HA TIOTMEUYEHNE Y HOBOOOPAILIEHHOTO, TaK CKa3aTh
HacTaBHUKOM. OOy4aer ero BceMy. A Tocjie HOBOOOPAIIICHHBI MOXKET BCTYIUTh B UX KjaH. Takoe
PacIpOCTPaHEHO y TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIX «I[MBUJIM30BAHHBIX» BAMITUPOB. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, Tak UX Mpo-
3BaJI OXOTHUKH.

— Oxotnuku? Ha BamnmpoB? — Haxmypuit 6poBu Podepr.

— Ha. Ectb u Takue.

— W xto oHn?

— B OCHOBHOM, 3TO OOBIUHBIE JIIO/IU, JOOPOBOJIBHO BCTABIIIHE HA CTE310 OOPHOBI CO 37I0M.

— Ho b1 Bamnup-oanHOUKa, — nosiciun Pobept cryctst Momyanue. — [Touemy Thl He yimen, a
ocrajics?

— ITotomy 4TO He 3Hal0, Kyaa ¥ UATH. Ml MOTOMY UTO 1 XOUy CO37aTh CBOM KjaH. MHe oHOMY
CKYYHO, — yibiOHycss Poppecr.

[TapeHb B OTBET yXMBLIbHYJICS.

— Jlymarto, Ha cerofHs ¢ TeOs XBaTUT. 3aBTpa pacckaxy OoJbliie. A ceiyac pasoiaeMcs 1o
KOMHATaM.

— 51 He xouy cnath, — 00BsicHIIT PoOepT, BCTaB ClieJOM 32 HOBBIM JIPYTOM.

doppect ynpIOHYICS KpaeM pTa U OTBETHIL:

— Boo0111e-To MBI He criiMm.

— Hukorna? — yauBucs oH.

— Ha. ITpocto HaxoAMMCSI B HEKOTOPOM 3a0BIThH, HEYTO HATIOMMHAIoOIIEe COH. TBOs KOMHATa
TaM, — YKa3aJl OH B CTOPOHY JIBEpPU, HAXOMBIIYIOCS CJIEBA OT HETO.

— A xocrep?

— Ilyctb ropurt! — rpomko otBeT1 PoppecT U3 cBoeit KoMHaThl. — Hudero He Oyzner.

PoGepT HecKkoNbKO CEeKyH[T CTOSUT Ha OAHOM MeCTe, TIOCJIe Yero yiiena B KOMHATYy.

Tam oKka3anuch TOMBKO MaTpall C MOAYIIKON U CTOJI, HAXOAUBIIHUICS BO3JIE OKHA.

[Mapens mpuKpbLUT JBEph U TipuJier. Teneps /71 Hero HaCTyNuJIa HoBasi kKu3Hb. CTapbix Apy3eit
OoblIie HEeT. 3aTO MOSIBUJICS HOBBIH, KOTOPHIA HE OCTABHJI €r0 OJHOTO.

PoGepT HeKoTOpOE BpeMsl Jiekasl ¢ OTKPHITHIMU I71a3aMH B TEMHOTE, AyMasl HaJ| TeM, YTO pac-
ckazas emy Poppect. Ternepb OH Bammup, a He YesioBek. bosbiiie oH He OyaeT KUTh Ha yiuie. YTo emy
ere Hy)xHO? Yero oH erie xoueT ot ku3Hu? Hax TakuMu BOpocaMu OH 3ayMbIBAJICSI HE OJIUH Pas.

PoGepT 3akpbut 171232 U CJIOBHO MOTPY3UIICS B COH. . .

Jlekuus 3aKOHUYMIIACK.

Bammnup ouHyscst OT BOCIOMUHAHUH U orisiencs. Pedsra coOupany TeTpaay v BCTaBalIu U3-
3a CTOJIOB, COOMPAsICh YXOAUTh U3 AyAUTOPUH.

— Tot upems? — cnpocuna Katpus, BcraBas.

— Ia, cefiuac.

OHM BHIIUTM TOCTIEAHUMM, CIOKOWHO HANpPaBHMBIIKCH K JIECTHUYHOMY IpOJIETy. 32 HUMH
BBIIIIEJT TIPETIOAABATEb, 3aKPBUI IBEPh U yIIIET B IPOTUBOIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

JleByIIka OCTaHOBUJIA TIAPHSI BO3JIE JIECTHUIIBI, BBIA/ISI BIIEpe]] HETO.

— Pobepr, Bce B nmopsiike? — ¢ OECOKOMHBIM B3IJISIOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

—He coBcem, — oTBe1 OH I71a32a B cTOpoHyY. — Bocmomunanusi. Ouu BepHyuck. He Bunu ceost, —
MOME]|JTUB, JOTOBOPHJI OH. — §] CIIPaBIioCh.

I'y6s1 KaTpuH TpoHyna jierkas ynslOKa, ocjie Yero OHa Mmpukaiach K naptio. OH Toxe yiabio-
HYJICSI, HO OPOBH €r0 HaIpSITJIKCh.

— Te6s Karpun xaet 3TakoM HIXKe, — CKa3asl OH.

JleBynika B3IVIsSIHYJIA B [J1a3a MMAPHIO.

— Wom K Heid, a s oKa CIylrych K MalliiHe.

— Xoporo.
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DTax0M HUKE OHUM Pa3onuIMch. KaTpuH, 3aBUIEB NOAPYKEK, HATIPABUIACH K HUM.

Tem BpemeHem PoOepT criycTusicst BHU3, BBIIIEN U3 KOJJIeKa M HAPABHWIICS K TTPUTIAPKOBAH-
HOMY aBTOMOOWII0. OH OTKJIIOYMJT CUTHAJIM3AIMIO U cel B MamuHy. [lapeHs npuimen cioaa, YTo0bl
OCTaThCs 37IeCh HaeqMHe. Bammup 3aKkpbljl 11a3a U MPUTPOHYJICS KO J10y. B Takom nonoxkenuun PoGept
3aCThUI HA HEKOTOPOE BPEMsl, II0C/Ie Yero OTKPbUI IJ1a3a U YBU/IEN YCTPEMIIEHHOW Ha HEro B3IJIS U3
3epkasia 3aHero Bujia. Ha Hero cmotpeno 6neqaoe yinio. CIOBHO KaKOe-TO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO OBJIA-
neno um. Jlerkoe, paccnadnsiiomiee 1 HUYEro B3ameH He Tpelymoinee. B3op Bammnupa ocTaHOBHJICS
Ha 3epKajie, B KOTOPOM OH BHJeN cedst. OKpyKalolyii MUpP McYe3asl BOKPYT HEro ¥ BOCHOMHUHAHUS
€ro BO3BpALAJIUCh. . .

OH OTKpbUI I11a32. B OKHO CBETUJIO COJIHIIE, HO JIy4H €€ He MaJajii Ha HEero.

— Bynb octoposkeH, — pa3paics rojnoc Poppecra.

Pobept rsHyNn B cropoHy. Ero HOBBII Jpyr CTOSJI B IBEPHOM MPOXOJE, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K
KOCSIKY.

— B niepBbie 1HU 0OpaltieHust Mbl O4eHb YyBCTBUTEILHBI K COTHEYHOMY cBeTy. OHU MOTYT HaM
HAHECTU CePhe3HBIN Bpell U Jake YOUTb.

— Ha, s 31a10. {1 y)e mpoBepw1 3T0 Ha cede, — MPU3HAJICS MapeHb.

— Bcragaii. ..

Pobepr pepxaincsa obenMu pykamu 3a pyJib aBTOMOOWIISI. 3a{yMaBIIIMCh, OH, HE OTPHIBASCH,
risAen Brepea. KTo-1o nocuraanui, v 3To BeIBENO €ro U3 oueneHenus. [locpimancs cMex 1 rpom-
KHe rojioca.

[Tapens BhilIe U3 MalIMHBL U, 3aKPbIB JBEPb, IOCTABUJI €€ HA CUTHAJIN3ALMIO.

PoGept 1ien o kopunopy u 3adpe B crosoByio. leBuara ¢ KaTpun cuaenu 3a OqHUM CTOJIOM.
OH ocTaHOBUJICA B IIPOXOJE U, TOCTOSIB, HAIIPABUJICS K HUM, TUXO IIPUCEB PsIIOM CO CBOEM AEBYIIKOM.
Onu nepernsHyavch. Karpun tak u cBepimia Podepra moOONbITHEIM B3IISIIOM.

— A Kyna Bbl ye3xaere? — CIycTsl MOTYaHUe, OCMEJIMBILUCD, CIIPOCUIIA OHA, 3aCTBIB C BUJIKOM,
Ha KOTOPOI BUCEJIO HECKOJIKO MaKapoH.

— K moum ponurensm, — yke 3Hasi, 4TO OHa CIIPOCUT, oTBeTU1 Podept. OH conrai.

— W kyna? — coOpaB MakapoHbl B poT, KaTpuH npuHsiiach HakajbBaTh HOBBIE.

— B Atnanry, — ckazan npaBay napeHb. — Mbl yeneM TOJIbKO Ha BeixojHble. Tak Bbl He Oynere
A0ATo CKydarh o KaTpuH, — yisiOHYyIICS OH.

— 3HauuT, 3HAKOMCTBO ¢ poauTeissmu? — cripocria CamaHTa. — Y Bac, pedsT, BCe Tak cepbe3Ho,
3HAYUT?

Bmo6nennas napa nepernisiHynach, OOMEHSIBILICH YJIbIOKaMu, rociie yero Katpun orseruia:

— JleBuar, s1 cama X04y MO3HAKOMUTBCS C €ro poauTessMU. M oHM He POTUB, — C CepPbe3HBIM
JIMIIOM B3IJIsIHYJa oHa Ha PoGepra. — JleBuart, He oOmkaiTech. B apyroii eHb OTMETHM JEHb POXK-
JEHUs.

— Hanmpumep, nocne TBoero npuesna, — npepioxuia Camanra.

— O1mmuHbIil BapuaHT! — cortacunack KaTpus u B310XHy/1a. — 3HauuT, ATiaHTa?

— Ha, — orBetun Pobepr.

— A s tam He Obuta. Bel cobupaeTtech ecTh? — BOBMYTUJIACh OHA, B3IJISTHYB Ha Bcex. — M MHe
3a Bac BCE ChECTb?

PebsTa 3acmesuch ¥ IPUHSUIUCH 32 efy.

— Tak 3Haumt, MbI oeeM B ATinanty? — cnpamuBaia Katpun Pobepra, koraa oHM 1M 1O
KOPHIODY.

— a, — orBetm1 mapeHb. — Tam HaxoauTcest OTtenl. OH KenaeT BCTpeUYr ¢ TOOOM.

['yObI AeBYIIKY TPOHYJIA JIeTKas YJIBIOKA, M OHA OITyCTHIIA TJ1a3a.
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— Tw1 Goutbesi? — octaHoBMIICSE PoOepT, B3IISIHYB Ha HEEe CO CTOPOHBIL.

OHa cr0THY/Ia ¥ BHOBb TTOCMOTpESIa B HOTH.

— MHe cTaso Kak-To He 1o cee Moclie TBOMX CJIOB, — OTBETHJIA OHA U ITOCMOTpEia eMy B I71a3a.

— Katpun, ecnm xouerb, Mbl MOKEM MIEPEHECTH BCTpedy Ha APYrou JIeHb. Thl OTMETHIINb JCHb
poxnenus ¢ CamanTtoii u KatpuH, ycriokouInbest iepelt cepbe3Hoit Berpeueit. Korma Oyaenb rotosa,
MBI oTiipaBuMcs B OpyieH.

— Her, naaii tyuinie Mbl cpa3y ¢ 3TUM 3aKOHUHUM.

— B mo6om cityuyae, Ham nipueTcst BCTpeTuThes ¢ OTIOM, — OMOom4aB, goroBopui Poodepr. —
HMeHHO OH pemmr. ...

— Yo co MHOI1 crienath? — nepeduna KatpuH, npuctagbHO TOCMOTPEB MAPHIO B IJ1a3a.

— 51 HUKOMY He TIO3BOJIIO TPUYMHUTH TeOe 00JIb, — CABUHYB OPOBHU, POTOBOPHII MApeHb. — ITO
MoOe pelleHue.

— Ila, TBOE, — COINIacKIIach JIEBYIIKa. — BOT TONMBKO He Bce pelleHrst TpuHUMaelb Thl. Thl cam
00 ToM roBopus1 MHe. HekoTopsie mpraumaet Oterl. Y1 oH MoxeT pemuts youts MeHs. Y Tl ¢ 93TUM
HHUYEro He To/esIaellb.

— Hy, s mymarto, 10 3TOro 1eio He JOU/IeT, — cxkai 3yosl PoOepr.

— Moxert ObITh, — OITyCTUB B30p, CKa3aJia JEeBYIIKa U HAIIPaBUJIACh BIIEpel.

[Mapens momxait ryObl 1 TOCMOTpE B cTOpoHy. KaTprH okazanack npasa. Ee MmoryT youTs naxe
HE TIOTOMY, YTO OHA 3HaeT, KTo PobepT Ha camMoM Jienie, a Takxke o cymiectBoBaHuu OpaeHa, KOTOPHIi
OH BO3IVIaBJIsIET. A TIOTOMY, UTO OHA He cocTouT B 3ToM OpzeHe. Ee HukTo He npuriaman. OHa cama
BTOPIVIaCh B )KM3Hb BAMITMPOB U o0IIaeTcsi ¢ HUMU. B 6onbimHCTBe citydaeB B OpiieH MpUXOIUIH
MMEHHO BaMITUpBI, a He JToau. TecHoe COTPYJHUYECTBO C JIIObMH paHbllle He ObUIO, KaK cefyac.
U Bce xe B psaapl OpeHa MpocTo Tak BCTYNUTh He nonyuntes. HyxHo npurmnamenue. Y 06br4HO
MIPUTTIAIIATIA TeX, KTO 00/1a/1aT 0COOBIMI BO3MOKHOCTSIMH, Kak HarpumMep, arera FBI Poyaca. Ho y
Kstpun Het Hu Toro, HU Apyroro. U 31o 6ecrnokonio He TONbKO ee, Ho u Pobepra.

[Tapens HarpaBuiICs 3a I€BYIIKOM.

Hacrymun Beuep. Ilen noxap. Podepr Haxoguics Ha kBaptupe y Katpun. OH cTosin Bo3ne
OKHa, HaOJTIo/1as1 32 pa3pasyBIIEHCs HETTOrOJOM, a OHA C TPYCTHBIM JIMLIOM MOJTYAJIMBO CMOTpEJa eMy
B CIIMHY, IPUCIIOHUBIIIKCH JIAJIOHBIO K Ieke. OHa JiymMasa 0 MaTepy U CKydasa 1o Heid. Bo3moxkHo,
Martb ee Oosbiiie He yBuauT. Uto Torna Oynet ¢ Heit? OHa Oyger ee ickath? [Toka He yracHeT Hajexaa?
Ho ona HuKOrJa He y3HaeT, 4To ke C JOYephblo CIyJmIoch Ha camoM Jese. PobepT eil HuKorma He
pacckaxet. OH He cmoxkeT. Emy Hesb3s1. Kak OH cam 3To BoCIIpUMeT, eciiv ee He cTaHeT? BeITh MOXeT,
OH 3TO HE TIePEKUBET, MOCKOJBKY ee JIIOOUT. A OBITh MOXKET, OyIIeT KUTh JaJTble Kak paHblie. Podept
— Bamrup, a Katpun — venoBek. U 3ta rpaHs odeHb Oonbias. [lepeiiTu ee — 3HAYMT, CTaTh TAKUM
Kak OH. BOT TOJIBKO OH IS Hee TOro He KeNaeT, IOCKOJIbKY 3TO MyueHbe. [leByIKa BIoOuIach B
MOHCTpa, KOTOPbII BUJEH TOJIBKO CHApYXH, HO He BHyTpu. KaTpuH Buaena, uto Podept crpagaert,
MOTOMY 4YTO He 4eJioBeK. V1 OH roToB Bce OTAaTh, JMIIb Obl cTaTh UM. M He TOJNBKO MOTOMY, YTO
XOYeT HOPMAJIbHYIO )KU3Hb, HO U TIOTOMY, YTO BJIIOOWJICA. [ 1e-To BHYTpH HETo elre TeIUIUTCS YTO-TO
yesioBeueckoe. TObKO BOT OPOM 3TO ObIBAET MyUUTEIbHO [Tl Hero. VI st Hee. ..

doppecr BbIIIEN Ha yauIly, Koraa Podept nogHsics ¢ Marpana.

- Kyna ThI? — CITPOCUJI OH, OCTAHOBUBIIXUCH YU HE BBIXOAA 3a IMOPOT.

— ThI pa3Be He ToJIOfIeH? — CIIPOCHIT OH. — §] Toliay 1 yOBblo Kakoe-HUOYAb KUBOTHOE, YTOOBI
HaM MOAKPENUTbCS JO Beuepa.

— A 4ro Oyzet Beuepom?

— Y3Haelb! — rpOMKO CKa3ajl OH yXO[s.

doppect 1mien no jecy, u JIy4d COJHIA MPOOMBAIUCH CKBO3b BETBU JepeBbeB. JIncTBa men-
neHHo onazana. [Tosciony cibimanock nenue ntuil. Bammup gyman o PoGepre. [IpaBuiibHO 1 OH
chesa, YTo OCTaJICs C HUM U B3SUT €r0 Ha «IorneueHue» ? O HeM caMoM HUKTO He 3a6oTuiicsi. OH cam
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MIPUTIISIIBIBAIT 32 COOOM. Y3Ke CITyCTS mapy JHel rocyie oOpalleHust ero MepBoil KepTBOM CTaja ero
e muias aesyiika Kapen. Ha ceHoBasie, Korjja OH XOTeJ BIIEpBbIe 3aHATHCS C HEM CEKCOM U JIUIITUTD
ee HEBUHHOCTH, OH CUMTaJ ceOs ere yenoBekoM. Ho korma neBymika ciyvaiiHO mopesasia pyKy o0
KOCY, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO OCTaBWJI B CEHEe, BCe M3MEHIIIOCh. B Hem mpoOyauiack kaxaa kposu. KapeH,
KOHEYHO, 3aMETHJIa BCE ITU CTPaHHBIE M3MEHEHUsI: ONie[JHAsI XOJIOIHAS KOXa, IIOTOSHBINA B3IJISI.
... Ho neByimka He mpuiasa 3TOMY HMKAKOTO 3Ha4YeHUs, TIOCKOJIbKY IJIsl Hee, KyJa ObUIOo BakHee
IIPOBECTU C HUM BpEMsl, HEKEJIM My4uTh ero paccrpocamu. K Tomy ke oHa xoTena HakOHEU-TaKu
BCTYIUTH B MOJIOBYIO kM3Hb. KapeH xotena pedenka ot Poppecra, noromy uro moduia ero. Ho Hu
TOMY, HU JPYrOMY He CYXAEHO ObUIO COBITBCS: aXJa KPOBU OKa3alach HACTOJBKO CHJIBHOM, YTO
OH He BbIJEpkal U HaOpocuics Ha Oe33alMTHYI0 HEBUHHYIO JeBYIIKY. CHUJIbHBIE KJIBIKM BaMITpPa
BIIWINCh B HEXKHYIO KOXY 10HOM sieBbl. Ho Kapen e cyxneHo ObU10 ctath ¥ Bammupom. Poppect
00e3rIaBUII ee: HACTOJIBKO CHJTbHA OblIa kaxaa. [lotom oH coxauen. [Tnakan Hag ee TpyrnoM v yMo-
JI5U1 IpOCTUTh ee. TonbKo BOT cibiiaia i oHa ero? Iocnie oH cker ee TpyIl, a 0OyrJieHHbIe KOCTH
3ax0opoHMII B Jiecy. OH crapaics 3a0bITh €e, HO OHa Kak Oy[TO MpUBHUJIEHUE SBISUIOCHh K Hemy. CTo-
si1a Tiepe]] IJ1a3aMu, OKPOBABJIEHHAs, a B pyKax Jepikajia cBoio rojgoBy. Poppecty ka3ajioch, UTO OH
comen ¢ yma. [lapanan cBoumu KpernkvMy KOTTSIMH CTEHY JI0Ma, CBOIO KOXKY, HaKa3biBasi ceds 3a To,
YTO HE IpU3HaJcs el, KeM oH ctaj. Ho oHa no-npexHemy crosuia nepeq riazamu. Co BpeMeHeM OH
craui 3a0biBaTh ee. OCOOEHHO MOCJIe TOro, KOTr/la TaKasi ke y4acTh HACTHUIVIA ellle OiHY kepTBy. [lotom
emte.... M eme... Poppecrt yxke HE MOI OCTAHOBUTHCSA. Kakaa KPOBU — €IUHCTBEHHOE, Pajid Yero OH
xu1. Ho omuHOYecTBO Beex Tep3aeT. Jlaxke BammupoB. Tora oH pemt HauTh ceOe Takoro, Kak OH
caMm. Ho criycrs gonrue, HyaHble U onacHble MOMCKU POoppecT crajl HOHUMATh, YTO 3TO IycTas Tpara
BpeMeHu. Torja oH U permmin oOpaTUTh YesioBeka B cede nogodHoro. OH MedTal, 4To psAaoM ¢ HUM
OyleT ieByIlka, KOTopylo OyneT JoOuTh Tak ke, Kak KapeH. VI BMecTe oHu OyayT KUTb J0JITO, MOKA
CMepTh He pa3nyuuT ux. Bee nomwio nnave. Pobept okazascs He B TOM MecTe 1 He B T BpeMmsl. Torma
doppect u npuns pemenue. [locne odparieHns oH Aepxkacs psaoM ¢ HuM. Bee 1o xoportio, moka
Pobept He 3actynuics 3a aeByiiky. Poppect cam ydys1 ee KpoBb Ha Jmie. Kazanock Obl, ceiiyac
HOBOOOpAIIIEHHBIN MPUMET pelIeHne U CAeaeT To ke, uyto npousonwio u ¢ Kapen. Ho Pobept He
BKYCUJI YeJioBeueckoi KpoBu. OH OTITYCTUJT KEPTBY, U 3TO BosiHOBasI0 Poppecta. Benp eciiu oH He
HaraJj Ha 5KepTBY, CMOXET JIM OH c/iesaTh To, uto Poppect 3ariaHnpoBai Beyepom?

Tem Bpemenem PoOept ocmarpusai qoM. [IpakTudecku MoTHOE OTCYTCTBUE MeOesH, KapTHH,
MIPOYMX BEIlIEH U MPEAMETOB BBI3BIBAIO CKYKY U OMUHOUYECTBO. CJIOBHO TOT JIOM KYIHJIM M OPOCHIIH
Ha Mpou3BoJ cyabObl. [Tog Horamu cKpuresy mojoBuiibl. Koe-rje B Mectax 10M HAYMHA THUThb. DTOT
JIOM Ka3aJiCsl BAMITHPY CTapbIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO BCe JTIOOWIIN, HO B OAMH MOMEHT MOHSITH, YTO
OH APYroi u Opocrim ero. TakKuM ke cTapbIM YeJIOBEKOM IPeCTaBIIsI ceOs U caM napeHb. Podept
OIIYIIAJI CBOE OJMHOYECTBO B JIoMe. Benp y Hero 6ombliie HUKoro Het. A doppect nosb3yercss UM
TaK e, Kak 1 camMmuM jioMoM. Kora 1oM pa3BaauTes, TO OH HUYETro He IPeANpUMET, a IPOCTO YIIET.
U ¢ PoGeprom Oyner 1o ke camoe. Beib OH MOHUMAIT, YTO €r0 HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIH UTO-TO 3aMBIIILISET.

On ocmotpen Bce KoMHathl. Ocranach TOJIBKO KoMHaTa Poppecra.

JIBepb CO CKpUIIOM OTKpbLTach, M PoOept Bomes. B koMHate HU4Yero He ObLjI0, 32 NCKITIOUEHUEM
HEOOJBINIOTO CTOMA, KOTOPHIMA CTOST BO37e OKHA. CaMO OKHO OTKPHITO M B KOMHATY MaJIaJv JIyYH
ceera. Bamnup nomHun npepocrepexenne Poppecra, 4TO COJMHEYHBI CBET B IEPBbIE JHU I0CIE
oOpareHus onaceH i Hero. [ToaTomy oH oOorien Mecta, Ha KOTOpbIe He MaJali JIyYd COJHIIA U
TOZIOILIEJ K CTOTY.

OH xoTen ObUT0 YITH, HO 0OpaTHI BHUMaHHE Ha CJIeTKa MPUOTKPBITHINA SIIMK BHYTPU CTOJA,
Ha KOTOpbIN Nagaj cBeT. PoOepT MOTsHYICS, HO cpa3y OTCTPAHUI PYKY: OO0XKIJIO. 3HAUUT, BIUSHUE
COJTHEYHBIX JIy4el elrie He mporuio. Ho oH xoTesn 3HaTh, 4To B 3TOM siIuKe. JII0OOMBITCTBO OfiepKalio
BBepx. [lapeHp pe3ko MmoTsHya Ha ceOsl pydKy SIIMKA W, YBUAEB TaM TETpPajib, B3SUI €€ W yIiesd B
TEHb OT COJIHEUHOTO cBeTa. PyKy CHJIBHO OOOKIJIO, HO CITYCTSI BpeMsI OKOT' 3aTsIHYJICS, M OT HEro He
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ocTaJioch U ciesia. Podept yislOHysICS KpaeM pra u oOpatuiics K Terpagu. OH mpuces Ha KOPTOUKU
Y TIPUCJIOHWIICS CTIMHOM K CTEHE.

«Kapen — most nepBasi 1000Bb, — npountan Podept. — Kak xe s 1ebs mobmo. 5 6e3 1eds
KUTh HE MOTy. §l He Mory mpeicTaBuTh CBOIO XU3Hb Oe3 TeOs. Kak s xun panbie? HaBepHo, s
MIPOCTO HE KU1, a CYIIEeCTBOBAJ. ThI CIOBHO aHTeJ, CITyCTUBIIMIACS HA 3€MJTIO, YTOOBI CTIACTH MEHSI OT
HEMUHYeMOTro paspyiueHus. Thl Jaja MHE TO, YTO paHbllle Y MeHs He ObLJIO: BEpy, HAJIeK Ly, JIIOOOBb.
Tpu cocrapnsomue. Bepa. 51 Hagan Beputhb B cesl, YTO BCETO MOTY JOOUTHCS, €CJIM 3aX0uy. PaHbIe
sl He CTaBWII ce0e HUKAKMX IIeJIel, a MPOCTO MPOKUTall CBOIO XKU3Hb ajikorosieM. S1 He Bepui B Bora.
41 ne Bepui, uto OH MPUXOIMI HA 3eMJTI0, YTOOBI CrIacTH HAc OT rudenu. 51 He Bepw, uto OH Beex
Hac JoouT. 3a uTto Hac modouTts? Beapr Mul HemocTonus! Ero moosu? S Ero He moduin. A OH 3a 4ro
MeHsI JiioOuT? 3a To, UTO s CyIIEeCTBYIO UJIM 3a TO, 4TO 51 ecTh Y Hero? He 3Hato 1 HUKOTa He 3HAI.
ITo kpaitneii mepe, Torna. Ho teneps.... Teneps Bce usmenunocs. Hanexna. A Hauan HagesaThest Ha
Hero. [ nepecran otuanBatbesi. OTuasiHvie MpUBOAUT K rpexy. Ecim MHe m1oxo, 3HaUMT, TaK JTOIKHO
ObITh. 3HAUUT, 5 3T0 3acuykui. mu OH MeHs nipoBepsieT? B modoM ciydae Tioxo ObITh JI0ITO He
MoxeT. Huuro He Beuno. 3a uckmodeHreM Ero. PaHo miam mo3aHO 1Uioxoe MpruoOpeTeT XOPOIIHid
orteHOK. Hy)HO Tonbko npeteprets. Teprenue — 6maroaetess. JIlo6oBb. Kak e 310 clIoBO KpacuBo
3Byunt! Kak xe ero TpyaHo ormcarh! 10O qake HEBO3ZMOXKHO. S BO3TIOOWMI ee Kak/Iblii HEeBUHHBIN
Kycouek Tesa. OHa ocBellaeT MO MyTh, U s Oy CJIeJJOBaTh EMY. .. ».

Ha sTom crpanuiia onvcanusi okaHYMBasach. [lanee 1 ele UCITMCaHHbIe CTPAHUIIBL.

«Ceromus 5 eil cenan npeioxenue. boxe, kak s cuactme! Criacu6o TebOe 3a Bee! Criacr6o
Tebe 3a 10, uto Han Mue Kapen! DTo MO# camblii CYACTIUBBIN JEHB !».

Heckomnbko cTpaHuIl OKa3aauch MyCTBIME, HO TTOCTIE OMSATH I1eJl HeOOIBIION TEKCT.

«Ha mens cerogas Hananmm. Jlaxe He 3HaI0, KTO 3T0 ObUI. S He pasrisaaen ero. OH HUYEro He
ykpan y mensi. Hu nener. Hu onesxay. Jlums ykycun. 3a mero. He 3Hal0. MHe kak-To He 1o ceoe.
A ewme He roBopu Kapen».

Hanee 1en Hepa30OPUMBBIHA TEKCT.

«MHe 0bU10 X010HO. $1 YyBCTBOBAJI, Kak MO€ TeJIO XojofeeT. MHe TpyaHO ObUIO IBUTaThCsl.
Teo Bce HBUIO OT Oou. Boxe, 4ro co MHOI?

Sl cran Tem, O KOM CJIbIIIAJI MHOTO JiereH U MudoB. Ctajt TeM, KOro mpoKJIMHAIU BCE U CHKU-
rayiv Ha Kocrpax. {1 cran yynosuieM. Hounbim oxotHukoM. Bamnpom. Bosibiiie s HU4ero ue Mory
Harmucarthb. ITO yKe He nMeeT cMbicia. Yro xe Oynet ¢ Kapen?

S youn ee! Tocionu, s youn ee! Yro ke s Hamenan?! § He cripaBuiics. DTa MyduTeIbHAS
kaxaa. S He Mory c Heil cipaBuThes. S He Mory ¢ codoi coBiagate. MHe TPYJHO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh
ce0s1. S yacTo cpeiBaoCch U3-3a BCsAKOM Mestoun. Most Kapen meptea. Most mooumast. YUto MHe ienathb?
Kak MHe sxuth gasnbliie? I He BUXKY CMBbICIA CBOETO CYILIECTBOBAHUS. . .»

Hanee 1o 60JbIIOE OTCTYIUIEHHE, TIOCIIE Yero Ies HeOObIIoN (PparMeHT TeKCTa.

«Kasxercsi, s HaIes CMbICI CBOETO CyIiecTBOBaHus. f1 mponomkaio youBars. . .»

Ha stom ncropus ®oppecra 3akaHUMBaJIaCh.

Hanee e cniMcok U3 JecATKOB UMeH U pamuuinil. Ha nepoM mecte crosiia uMs U (paMUIIHS:
Kapen IIut. Pobept B yxkace cMoTpes Ha STOT O0JTbIION cUcOK. OH MOHSI, YTO 3TO OBLUTH KEPTBBI
doppecra.

PoGept ObIcTpo BCTam 1 OpOCHI TETpaab Ha CTOJ M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI CTOSLT Ha OTHOM MecCTe,
CMOTpsI Ha Hee BO BCe IJla3a M cTpaiach ee Buaa. Kak uenoek criocoOeH Ha Takoe? BoOT Tonbko
doppect yxe naBHo He yenoBek. OH cran uymoBuiieM. M PoOGepT mpekpacHO 0co3HaBajl, 4TO OH
XOUET CJIeNIaTh €ro TAKUM Ke.

17



P. Kanron. «[pesuuii II. [Ipenarens»

[Napens 3amiaran B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, Kak OyATO 0OQyMbIBasi ObICTPbINA TiaH modera. Toabko
BOT Kyna 6exarb? OH He 3HaeT 3Toro Jjieca, a Poppect, HaBepHSIKa, 3HAET 3/1eCh BCE TallHbIE MecTa.
Mnmu xpaTe TOro, 4ToObl CTaTh TAKUM XKe, Kak OH?

[NoBopaunBasice, Pobept He cpa3zy oOpaTvii BHUMaHHe Ha HEOOJIBIIYIO YEPHYIO JbIPY B CTEHE,
MpakTHUecKn y camoro mnosa. OH mopomen u npucei Ha KOpToukd. OT camoil JbIpbl BBEpX IILIa
MaJleHbKasl 1iesib. PoOepT mpocyHys1 masiblibl B IBIpY M MOTsAHYN Ha ceOs. [ens yBenmunnace. 1o
OKazajach notaiiHasi qBepb. CBET B KOMHATE OCBEIIaJl HECKOJIBKO CTapbIX JEPEBSIHHBIX CTYIICHEH,
BelynMx BHU3. Jlasee 1muia KpoMmeIliHas Tbma.

PoGeprt ornsinyncs Hazan: B fome Tuxo. OH MEJUICHHO CITyCTHJICS TTO OCBEIIIEHHBIM CTYTIEHSIM,
T0CJIe Yero ero BaMIMPCKOe 3peHHe MPHCIOCOOMIOCh K ThMe. [1of Horamu CKpUIe I MOJOBHUITBL.
Crynenu 3akoHYMIHCh. [To cTapoMy fepeBsIHHOMY TOJTy UK OoJibive TpermuHbl. Koe-re B Mectax
BUJIHBI JIbIpbl. HUYero rnpumeyaresibHOrO 3/1€Ch HE HAXOOMJIOCh: HECKOJIBKO OOYeK, Mapy MEIIKOB,
KaKOK-TO CTapblii MaJieHbKUi CTON.... HO cTosiyio ctpanHOe 31moBoHMe. Pobept moramasncs, 4To Tak
MaxHEeT THUJIb, BOT TOJIBKO OTKY/Ia MCXOMMJI 3arax. B yrity Ha 1oy OH 3aMeTHII CTpaHHbIE ITaparyHbl.
OH nontorien ke U nipucedt. [IpoBesas maybliaMu 10 LApanyvHaM, napeHb YOeauIIcs, 4To 3T0 ObLIn
caenpl aronnd. 3Haunt, Poppect 31aeck kKoro-To yomt. Ho koro? Xozsmua noma? Bo3MOXHO.

Bammnup cobupacsi yXonuTh, Kak BAPYT MO €ro HOramM 3aiieBeniiach nojaosuna. Ee sBHO
MOXHO ObLJIO MOAHSATH. [TapeHb BCTal Ha KOJIEHU U, YOpaB OIHY TIOJIOBUILY, OOHAPYKHJI, YTO MOKHO
yOpatb u octasnbHble. B Hoc PobGepty ynapwi 3moBoHHBIH 3amax. [Tox cTapbiMu MONOBUIIAME HAXO-
IWJICS MEIIOK, KOTOPBIM BeCh MPOMMTAICS KPOBblo. 3HauuT, Poppect Bce-Taku KOro-to yomi. A
MOXET ObITh, 3TO OCTAaHKU KaKOTO-HUOY/b 3BEPs, KOTOPOrO OH yOUJI, YTOOBI TUTATHCS ?

PoGepT packpbll MEIIOK, U Mepeji HUM Cpasy MpeacTaia 4eaoBedecKast roioBa ¢ OOJbIIMMU
BBITAPAIIIEHHBIMU I71a3aMH U PACKPBITBIM pTOM. TpyIl IBHO OBLT pacujieHeH. PsiioM ¢ Mekom Haxo-
nuiics eme oguH. Haneime eme. U ere.

— T'ocriogu! — mpomoBWII TapeHb.

doppect OBICTPHIM IIArOM e IO JIECY.

«OH cnabak, — paccyxaan o o Podepre. — OH He cMoxkeT youTh uesioBeka. [1o Hemy BumHO. Ha
Takoe OH He criocoOeH. Torma uTo 51 Boxych ¢ HUM? 3aueM oH MHe HyskeH? COCTaBUTh MHE KOMITaHHIO,
yro u? B nmpuHIMIe, MHE 1 Tak XOpolo. f yxe mpuBHIK K oquHouYecTBy. He 3pst e 51 BbIOpa cede
Takoe mpo3suine! S Kak OTIIeTBHUK, OMyXIAONMMN 1Mo jecy. Tak 4To e ¢ HUM JienaTh? — BHOBb
3agymalicsi oH. — [loxanyi, s1 ero ocraBio. ABOCh OH U CMOXKET. XOTS...».

B cropone nocbiasncs Tpeck B KycTax U MOXPIOKUBAHME.

doppect ocTaHOBWIICS M yBU/IEI, KK U3 HUX BbIIIEN OONIbIION KadaH. [ 1a3a 3Bepsi BCTPETHIIHChH
C IVIa3aMU BaMIvpa. 3BepIo SIBHO He TOHPABUJIOCh IIPUCYTCTBUE Uy’kaKa Ha ero tepputopun. [lapeHnb
YXMBUTBHYJICS ¥ TIOIIIEJT ITPSIMO Ha Hero, ¥ KabaH B3peBell U pUHYIICS B aTaky. Kombst 3eMn 1 KJI0UbsI
TPaBBI JIETEJIU C €T0 KOIBIT. 3Bepb Bce OOJIbllie HAOMPaAT CKOPOCTh U TOTOB ObLT COMTH UyKaKa, Kak
BApyr Poppect ocraHoBwiics. Kaban npuOnusuicss K HemMy, U OH COWJI €ro ¢ HOT OIHHM YAapOM
pyKku. Yaap BaMIiupa Ipuiiiesicsi psiMo B TOJIOBY. 3Bepb Tak U ynaj 3aMepTBo. Bosine tena ObicTpo
00pa30BBIBANIACH JIyXKa KPOBH.

Ha ckiione ropsl nosisuiuck ase ¢urypsl. [1o omexae napeHs goragaics, 4TO 3TO OXOTHUKH.
OHHM OBICTPO CIYCTUIIMCH CO CKJIOHA, ¥ TIOJOILIA K MEPTBOMY 3Bepio. PasrisneB ero, OHM NOIHSIIN
CBOM yauBJIeHHbIe B30opbl HA Poppecrta. [Toka OHM paccMaTpUBaM 3Bepsi, BaMITUP PACCMOTPEI HX.
VY omHOro B pyKax ObuT apkeOy3, y Ipyroro — apoaieT. ¥ Kaxaoro KOJ4aHbl 3a CIMHOM C 3aracHbIMU
6ontamu. OHOMY OBUIO JIET 32 COPOK, OOpPOAATHIA U OOJIBINON, APYroi — MOJIOXKE, JIET JBAALATU
ATy, He Oosbie. HeOonbiass kpacuBast Oopojka ykpaiaia ero juio. OT BUCKOB IILIM JJTUHHbIC
OakeHOapapl. MyKunHa Ka3aJcsl KPACHBBIM M KPENIKUM Ha BHEIITHUNA BHI.

PaccmotpeB @oppecta ¢ HOT 10 TOJIOBBI U HE YBUZIEB ITPU HEM HUKAKOTO OPYKHsl, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak 181 ero yowmn?

18



P. Kanron. «[pesuuii II. [Ipenarens»

— MHe npocTo noBesIo, — 6e3 SMOIMIA OTBETHII BAMITUD.

Boponau BrasigpiBasicst B Poppecta, CJIOBHO XOTEN paCCMOTPETh €0 HACKBO3b U 9TO HATIPSTANIO
napHs. B TaHHBIII MOMEHT OH He KeJaJl HU C KeM JpaTbcsi. ENMHCTBEHHOE, Yero OH XOTeJ, TaK 3TO
3a0paTh TyIy KabaHa U oTHecTH ee PoOeprty, a yxke BeuepoM MPUCTYITUTh K CBOEMY 3aIITAHUPOBAH-
HOMY J€eJTy.

— YV 1ebs nipu ceOe HET HU HOXa, HU KaKOTo-JIMOO MHOTO OPYXHUsl, CTIOCOOHOTO YMEPTBHUTh
TaKOro OOJIBIIIOTO 3Bepsi, — BHOBb PA3IJIs/IbIBasl HE3HAKOMIIA, TOBOPHJT KPACHBHIN MapeHb. — KTo Th1?
Kak tBOC UIM#?

— 3auem Tebe 3HaTh 3TO?

— Xouy 3HaTh, C KEM BeJy pa3roBOp, — MPOAOJKAI OH. — MeHs 30BYT [ eHpuX, — NpUCTaBIIT
napeHb pyKy K cepaiy, — a 310 OckaibJ. Mbl OXOTHUKHU. A Thl KTO?

— Mens 30ByT POppecT, — NOMENIUB, OTBETUII ITAPEHb.

— ToI cbiH tecHnyero? — cripocuy OcKalibl.

— Her. A uto?

— 41 xopot11o 3Haio 3TOT Jiec. EIMHCTBEHHDIN YeTOBeK, KOTOPbIH 3/1€Ch JKUJI, 9TO JIECHUYMIA.

[Mocne sToro 6oponau HarpaBu apkeOy3 Ha Poppecta. OH ONMENIT U HEMPOU3BOIBLHO MOIHSLT
PYKHU BBEpX.

— K10 TH1? — cipocut Ockasp/.

— 4 ke ckazai. ..

— MHe He HyXHO 3HaTh TBOE MMsi! — TOBBICHII TOJIOC MyX4HMHA. — B 3TOM Jecy mpomnasio
HECKOJIbKO YeJIOBEK M TI0 OIHOMY 3/1eCh HE XOJISIT.

— Ockastp[, 4TO THI enaenib? — B cTpaxe crpammmBa [eHpux, norsapiBas 1o Ha PoppecTa,
TO Ha HallApHUKA.

— 41 3Hat0, K10 OH! — comypui raza 6opogad. — To UHOI !

[Nocrne 3THX CI0B MapeHb OCTAHOBMII CBOM B3IIsI HA Bamnupe. OH yBHUIIENT BO B30pe MOJIOOTO
KpacaBlla CTpax, 3aKpaBIIMIACS TTyOOKO BHYTpU. ['€HpUX HMCHyrajicsi CIOB HalapHHUKA, TOCTe Yero
HaIpaBWJI Ha HE3HAKOMI[a apOaJier.

— INouemy ThI Takow Onemnbiii? [ToBenait Ham, M-M-M! — pogomkan Ockasb.

doppect moHs11, uTO ero pacnozHaau. OOBIYHO MHBIMU HA3bIBAJIM BAMITUPOB, JTMOO 3a00JIeB-
IUX STUM «HEYyroM». MIX CTOPOHMIIKCH, a OJIeTHOCTH JIMIIA Myraia Bcex. Ha HUX 4acTo OXOTHIIHCH
WJIM M3TOHSUIH, a KOT/Ia MX JIOBUJIM, TO TIHITAIM U MyYasld, HE 3a/lyMbIBAsICh HaJ| TEM, YTO paHbIIle OH
ObL1 yesioBekOM. C TIOMOIIIBIO MTBITOK XOTEH Pa3A00bITh MH(POPMALIMIO O JIOTOBE MM €My MOI00HBIX.
[Mocne cxuramm. OCTaHKK PacwICHSIA M XOPOHHJIH OT/IEJIBHO OT YCOMIIUX JIIOZIEH, TPeIBapUTEILHO
TIOJIMBASI MX CBATOM BOJIOW, HaJIesICh TAKMM 0OPa30M M3THATh 37101 [yX OKOHYATEJIBHO U3 Teja, YTOObI
OH HE BOCKPEC BHOBb.

— JIpsiBOsIbCKOE OTpOAbe! — mpoimnen OcKamb.

— CnokoiiHo, — clienaB miar Hazaj, ckasain Poppecr, — s TONbKO 3a0epy TYILy U Yiy.

Ho TonbKo OH cKkazast nmocneHue CioBa, Kak pa3falicsi BRICTpent 13 apkeOy3a. CBUHIIOBAs MyJist
nonasa npssMo B J100. Bammup pacnipoctep pyKku, U TeJIO €ro pyxHyJsio Ha CIIMHY.

OXOTHUKM HAaXOOWJIMCh B IMIOKOBOM cocTostHur. OHM BO Bce riasa cMoTpenu Ha Poppecra.
KoneuHo, ¥M paHbllie He PUXOIUIOCH BUIETh MHBIX, TO €CTh BAMITMPOB, HO HUKTO U3 HUX ellle He
CJIBIIIIAJT CTOJIb CTPAHHOTO TIOBEJICHUsI BaMIIMpa Mocie BhicTpena B Hero. OObIYHO OHU pa3bspsUIUCh
1 B OelIeHCTBe HanmagaIu Ha moaed. Takxke OH He cpearpoBasl HA KpoBb KabaHa, KOTOPOH yXke B
JOCTaTOYHOM CTEMeHN HaOpasloch BO3JIe TYIIH 3Beps. [la M K ToMy ke OHM 002 3HAJIM, YTO CBUHIIOBASI
MyJis He TPUIMHUT BaMIIUPYy HUKaKkoro Bpezna. Cepedpo — BOT UTO OMACHO AJIsI HUX. A TYT BBIIUIO
uHave. OCKab]l y’Ke Hauasl pa3yBepsAThCS B TOM, UTO STOT MapeHb oKazajics MHbIM. OHU 00a HavaIm
BEPUTb, YTO ITO YEJIOBEK.

Boponau, He omyckasi, apkeOy3a, MofoIies K Tely W TOJIKHYJ Hory. Peakimu Hukakoi. OH
TOJIKHYJI ele JBa pasza. OnsaTh HUYEro.
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I'enpux mepeBen B3MJIsA HA HETO M B y)Kace CIIPOCHIL:

— T yOun yenoseka?!

— S-g-1..., — 3amemkancst Ockasbi, HaXOAsICh eIlle B IOKOBOM COCTOSIHUY.

Brpyr ®oppect otkpbut m1aza. Ero Teno kak OynTo B3jeTeno U OTOpBasoch OT 3emit. OXoT-
HUKY JaXe He yCIIeJId OTPearupoBarh, Kak napeHb BcTal Ha HOry niepen OckanbaoM. OH B35 €ro 3a
IPYIKH ¥ TIOJOOHO 3aiIly OTCKOUmMI ¢ HUM OT ['eHprxa. OH Kak OyATO Mapwul HaJ| 3eMJieid BMECTe C
OXOTHMKOM. My>KUMHa CHJIBHO yaapuiicsi o0 nepeBo u Poppect npuxal ero K Hemy.

— Jla, 51 NpSIBOJILCKOE OTPOJIbe! — MPOIIHIIEN BAMITUD.

Ero Gosnbiiiie KJIBIKM BOH3WIUCH Kak WIIBI B KoKy Ockainbaa, ¥ OH 3aBomui oT 6omu. B 310
Bpems ['eHpHX B cTpaxe Mpu BHE TOTO, YTO €ro HalapHUK OKa3aJycs MpaB U, B yKace HaOmoasl,
YTO C HUM IMPOUCXOOUNT, ITPpULEINIICA U3 ap6aneTa W BBICTPCIINIIL. BonT BoH3MIICS B CIIMHY 4yJO0BHUIIIA.
MoHCcTp npopbIyall ¥ OTOpBAJICS OT IIeH yxke MepTBoro Ockasbaa. [loBepHyB rojioBy B CTOPOHY MOJIO-
JIOTO Kpacaslia, OH OTIIPBITHYJI OT AepeBa. OKpOBaBJICHHBII Tpyn Gopogava ynaja HaB3HUYb. B 3TOT
MoMeHT ['eHpuX HaTsruBai TeTuBy. POppeCT B TOT ke MUT OKA3aJCs PSIOM C HUM B CBOEM yKac-
HOM oOnuube. OH CXBATWII €ro 3a TOpJIO U OTOpPBAJI OT 3eMJin. Paznarncs Xpyct, U BaMITup ciIoMal
IIIe10 MOJIOZIOMY OXOTHHUKY. MoHCTp 6pocui Tpyr U ocMoTpescsi. OH He 3aMeTu1, Kak 3a BCEM 3THM
y’KacoMm HaOMogaTi I1a3a MaJIeHbKOH eBouku. OHa crpsiTagach 3a KycTaMH, Kak pa3 Tam, OTKyAa
CITyCTHJIMCh OXOTHUKU. JleBouka Obita ¢ HUMHU. Ha ee rmazax codpasmch cie3bl. OHa rotoBa Oblia
3aKpUYaTh, U BCS APOKaJa OT cTpaxa. [leBouka MprKpbUIa POT PyKOM, YTOOBI CITyYaiiHO HE TUCKHYTh
U He TpuBJeYb K cebe BHUMaHMe dynosuina. Ho ®oppect, modyss 3amax KpoBH OXOTHUKOB, TPH-
CTYNWJI K Tparie3e. B 3TOT MOMEHT JIeBOYKa THXO BBIIILIA U3-32 KYCTOB U yOexkalia B Jlarepb, YTOObI
pacckaszarb BCEM O TOM, YTO MPOU3OLLIO.

PoGepT BblIeN U3 yKacHOTo M 3JI0BOHHOTO MOrpeda U OCTAHOBMIICS TIOCPEIN KOMHATHI. YBU-
AeHHoe ero noTpscio. CKOJIBKO ke IOryOusT HeBUHHBIX Jofieid 3ToT Poppect?

OH nocMoTpen B CTOPOHY, Ha CTOJ, Ha KOTOPOM Jiekaul THeBHUK. MiMena u pamwun. Cricok
xeptB. Heyxenu 3o To, 4yTO OT HUX ocTanock? U oH ux Bcex yomsi. Bo3amMokHO, OH g0Jroe BpeMs
MUTAJICSL X TEJIaMH, a KOIJIa BBICACHIBAM BCIO KPOBb, TO pacWIEHsUT MX TeJla Ha YacTu U Opocas B
Memok. Poppect ux axe He 3aKarnbiBal. Ero He0OX0IMMO OCTAaHOBUTD, HHAYE CITMICOK IMPOIOIKUTCS.
Ho kak? OH, siBHO, ipeBocxonuT PoOepra Bo BceM. Toraa 4uto ke nenars?

He crparmach conreuHoro cBeta, PoOept B3s1 TeTpaab U Ha X0y CTajl pa3phIBaTh €€ Ha YacTH.
[TotoMm Bce BHIOpOCHIT Ha ellle TieBime yri. Takum oOpasom, Podept xoten ¢ yero-to Hauats. U
JIUCTBI U3 TETPAIN HAYa/ I TEMHETD.

doppecT 3HAJ HECKOJIBKO TAHBIX MECT B JIECY, IJIe MOKHO ObUIO cripsitath Tpynbl. M ogHO
U3 3THX MecT — riyookas sMa. OHa Haxoguiach TIyOOKo B Jsiecy. OH TIIATENBHO €€ MAaCKHUpOBaJ U
€CJI1 BHUMATEJIbHO He CMOTpPETh cede TMOojl HOTM, TO MOXHO 3alpocTO YIOAUTh B HEe M BHIOPAThCS
6e3 mocropoHHe# oMoty Oyaet kpaitHe cioxHo. He doppect Boipbul ee. B 3Ty siMmy oH cOpachiBa
TeJa, YTOOBI APyrue JOA He OOHApy KM uX. M BOT ceifuac BaMmup BOJIOUMIT IO 3eMJIe JIBa Tpyna
OXOTHHKOB, B34B HUX 3a HOI'U.

VY06paB MacKMpPOBKY, CIETaHHYIO U3 JIUCTHEB U BETOK, OH COPOCHJI X Tesa OTHO 3a APYTuM,
MpeBapUTeIbHO 00E3IIaBUB, a MocIe 00PaTHO 3aMACKHPOBAT SIMY.

BepnyBiuch k Tyiie kabana, @oppect B3si ee 3a 3aIHIOI0 HOTY U, OCMaTpUBAasICh 110 CTOPOHAM,
MOTAIWII B IoM K PoGepry.

JleBouka Oesxaa 1o Jiecy, nepenpbiruBasi KOpHH JiepeBbeB. OHa OIJIsAbIBAIACH HA3a/l U TSKENIO
apimaia. BHOBb U BHOBb CJie3bl HABOPAUMBAJIMCh HAa €¢ MaJleHbKUX Iia3ax. [leBouka cxkaya cBOM
MaJIeHbKHMe KyJIauky 1 Oekasia 4To ecTh CiJl. Yara sieca 3akaHurBajIach M BIepeu BUIHEIACh Jiepe-
Bymika. M3 Tpy0 u30 e apiM. X0oauim JIIoau.

JleBouka Gexana o gopore, MogoOpaB IMIaThe. 3aMETUB JOJCH, €l CTasIo Jierde, a cje3bl ele
CUJIbHEE XJIBIHYJIM U3 TJ1a3.
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Ha naBouke cuzen Myx4rHa JieT TpULaTh B Oesoii pydaxe, MporuTaHHOW OToM. PykaBa 3aka-
TaHBI, & KPENKMEe MYXCKHE PyKH Aepikaid Kocy. MyxKdnHa akKypaTHO 3atauuBail ee. OCTaHOBUB-
IIKCh, OH BBITEP THUTbHOW CTOPOHOM PYKH BCTIOTEBIINIA JIOO ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha COJHIIE, 32KMY PHBIIHCh.
B3risiHyB B CTOPOHY, JIUIO MY KYHHBI U3MEHUIIOCH. [10SIBUIIMCH CTpax U MOIO3PEHUE, YTO CITyUHIIOCh
YTO-TO YKacHoOe.

— locnomu! Amasnus!! — mpokpuyan OH W, BBIPOHMB KOCY, B OOCBIX HOrax moOexan e
HaBCTpeuy.

Hernonaneky Haxoquanch MYXYMHBI M KEHIIMHBL. 3aBHIEB JIEBOUYKY, OHM MOOpPOCAU BCIO
padoTy U OBICTPO HAIIPABUJIKICH K HEH.

Amanus CIOTKHYJIach 1 ynaja. [1maTtok ymai ¢ ToJIoBbI M BOJIOCH €€ PacITyCTHIIUCh.

My>xurHa ondexa v MOAHsI ee Ha HOTH. BrITHpast ee IO OT ciie3 U MbLUIH, CIIPaIIUBa:

— AManus, 4To CIy4mioch?!

JleBouKa ruiakasia ¥ He MOIJIa OCTAaHOBUTbCSI.

— Ycnokorics, poHasi! — rOBOPUJI OH, HESKHO TTPOBOJISI PyKOM MO ToJioBe. — YTo rnmpousonuio?

— Ockanpa! I'eapux! Onu... Yynosuie. .. ux youno. Bammmp!

[Tpu 3TOM CIOBE TOJNTIA, OKpY:KaBIIIasl X, 3amrymena. «Bammup B ecy!» — 3anpuuuTanu xeH-
IIIVHBI ¥ HAYAJIM PhIAATb.

dpa3za u ronoca OBICTPO pas3NeTENHCh MO BCE IepeBHE.

JIBepb OJHOTO AOMa OTKPBUIACH, U HA TOPOT BBIIIES POCTbIA MyKUYMHA B YEPHOM OOJICUYCHUH
1 OnecTsImx cepeOpsiHBIX Jocnexax. 3a CIMHOM BUces apOaseT U cepeOpsiHble OONTHI B KOMTYaHE.
«Bamrmup B siecy!» — ycbliai oH.

My>X4rHa MPUIITYPHIT 71432, BIJISIEBIINCH B cTeHy Jeca. [lotom noBepHy:1 ronosy. B mpuxo-
el cuen elle OOUH B TaKOM Ke OJESIHUU U C MeuoM B pyke. OH MOJHSUT TOJOBY M WX B3IJISIbI
BCTPETUIIUCH.

doppect noaxoaua kK gomy. OcTaBUB TyIly 3Bepsl B TEHH, OH OCMOTpEJICS 10 CTOPOHAM U
BOIIIETI, OTKPHIB JBEPb.

B nome crosuia TvimHa.

— PoGept? — no3Ban ®oppecr.

B xomHate ropesn MenKkuil oronb. Bammup mozoiesn K KOCTpy U B YIUISIX 3aMETHIT YTO-TO AOTO-
patwoiee. [Torom @oppect MOBEpHYJICA U BOLIENI B CBOIO KOMHATY.

TaitHast 1Bepb, Beqylnas B morped, Obljla OTKPBITa Hapacnaniky. Bossie Hee, MPUCIOHUBIINCH
K CTeHe, Chjiesl Ha KOpTouKax PoOepTt 1 cMOTpes B CTOPOHY OKHa.

— Tl yero 310? — ciBUHYB OpoBH, cripocust Poppecr.

OH MeJIeHHO TIOJIOIIEN K HEMY M OCTaHOBHJICSI, CMOTPSI BO BCe I71a3a Ha Hero. PoOepT He 1ieBe-
uscs. Pyku ero cjoeHbl Ha KOJICHSIX, a TOJIOBA ONMPOKMHYTA Ha3al.

doppect mocMoTpen B Ty ke CTOPOHY, KyJa CMOTPEJ U OH, W JIMLIO €ro M3MEHWIOChH: SIIUK
BHYTPH cTosia ObUT OTKPHIT. TyT OH Aoragaicsi, 4To TO, YTO OH YBHUJE B KOCTpPE, SIBJISJIOCH €r0 TeT-
panbo. Ho 0H He MOT IOBEpUTSH B 3TO.

Bammnup nonstriicst Hazaj, ObICTPO pa3BEepHYIICS U MoAOeXal K yriisiM. Bee crpanmiibl cropenwy,
Y OT HUX OCTaJIcsl ofuH rienet. OH NPUTPOHYIICS K MOYEPHEBIIUM CTPAHUIIAM, M OHU PACCHIIAJIHCh.
Jlump yuienena TBepaast 00004Ka, cefanHas u3 kaptoHa. Ho n oHa mouepHena 1o Hey3HaBaeMOCTH.

doppecra oxBaTu1 THEB. JIMI0 MCKa3MIIOCh OT IPOCTH, HAKUIIABLIEH C KAk J0M CEKyHI0M. Pyku
cKaymch B Kynaku. OH rotoB Obul youts PoGepra.

Bcrag, oH 3a0eskan B KOMHATY, IJIe HAXOIUJICS MapeHb U, CBEPKHYB OCIIeHbIMHU OT SIPOCTH TIJ1a-
3aMu, MTPOKpUYA:

— Yo THI cienan?!

PoGepT crokoiiHO Ha Hero B3IJISHYIL.

— A Tbl 4TO Ccriesan ¢ HUMu?
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doppect kak OyaTo 0caad mocse STUX CIOB M HEBOJIBLHO OTCTpaHWIICA OT napHs. OH He OXu-
Jaj Takol peakuyu. PoOepT cMOTpesn Ha HEero CroKOMHBIMU U B TO K€ BPEMsI CEPbE3HBIMHU IJ1a3aMH.
OH oxuan ero raeBa, B pe3y/ibTaTe KOTOPOTo OH ellle CHJIbHEE pa3bspUThCS M pa30pBET MapHs Ha
yacti. Ho criokolicTBue noneiicTBoBajio Ha Hero nHavye. OH cam ycriokowics. [HeB MeieHHo yrac
u PoppecT yxke SCHO MOHMUMAJ, YTO HIYETO YKe He BEPHYTb.

PoGepr Bctan u mogomen kK Hemy B yriop. Barsag ®oppecra omyctuics B 1oj1. BeipakeHue ero
JIMIIA CTAJI0 TAaKUM, KaKUM OBIBAET, KOT/Ia YeJIOBEK TepsieT BCAKYIO HA/IEKAy Ha CIIaCeHUe.

— Jloctanb UX ¥ IOXOPOHU, — CKa3aJl OH, CTapasiCh 3arjIsHyTh B I1a3za Poppecra.

OH noaHsN m1a3a Ha napHs. BaMmup cJIOBHO 0cOo3HAJI BECh YKac TOro, YTO OH HATBOPHJI CO
BCceMH 3TUMHU JoabMu. M ciioBa Pobepra Kak Obl MOCETNIIN B HEM HA/IEK/LY, UTO €CIIU OH 3TO CHesIaeT,
TO CTAaHET HAMHOT'O JIyYIlIE.

[Tapens yimen B cBoo koMHaTty, a Poppect ocraics OJUH CO CBOUMU MBICISIMMU.

Hacrynmi Beuep.

PoGepr nexan Ha GOKy, Ha MaTpalle, CIIMHOW K JABEPH, 3aKPBIB IV1a3a U Aymasi O TOM, YTO OH
caena, MOAJIOKUB PyKy Mof rosioBy. B nome crosina tummza. OH He cibimalt, 4toOosl Poppect Xonun
WM BBIHOCH TpyIibl. Huuero He nporcxoamno. C Toro MoMeHTa, Kak OHM TOBOPHJTH, OH HE 3aXOINJT
K HeMy B KOMHaty U He Oecriokom ero. Ero cioBHo He ctasno. Tak Pobepr siexan, noka ¢ HUM He
MPOM3OIILIO CTPaHHOE COOBITHE. B ero royioBe BAPYT CTaiM CO34aBaThCs IIyMBI, KAK B PaJHONPHEM-
Huke. [lapeHs XMypu OpoBH, Kak OyITO TBITAJICS HACTPOUTHCS Ha JKelaeMylo 4acToty. «[lomexm»
BAPYT UCYE3JH U B TOJIOBE pa3gasiuch cioBa: «OH He MMeeT MpaBa yKa3blBaTh, YTO MHeE JesaTh. Ko
oH Takoi? OH He CMOXeT yOMBaTh Jiofiel, motomMy urto ciadak. Torga 3auemM oH MHe Hy)eH? S yObio
€ro».

PoGepT OTKpBLT 171432 U MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY JBepH. UTO 310 661107 OH CIIBIIIAI TOJI0C
doppecra? Nnu ero mpiciu? OH Hanpsrcsi, HO OOJIbIIIE HUYETO He YCIIbIIIAI.

Bammup npunogssicsa u npucaymaicsa. B 1ome no-npexHeMy CTosula TUILIVHA.

[NapeHs TUXO BCTaJl M OTKPBUI IBEPb.

Bonblnyio kKoMHaTy ocBeiai ciaadblii oroHb. HarpoTus ero 1Bepu, MpUCIOHUBIIUCH K CTEHE,
cunen Poppect. bonblnas TeHb OTXOAMIA OT HEro, U Kak TOJbKO PoOepT BhIIIeN U3 KOMHATHI, OH
B3IVISTHYJT HA HErO CBUPETIBIMHU I71a3aMH U B TOJIOBE MApHsI BHOBb pasjiasics ronoc: « yopio TeOsi».

PoGept HacTopoxeHHO cMoOTpes Ha Hero. OH Mpuces HApOTHB, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K CTEHE, U
OHM CMOTpEJU JPYT Ha Apyra. KasIplil mbITaliCsl y3HaTh, YTO KPOETCs B TOJIOBE Y APyroro, Ho Pobepr
y’ke MPEeKPacHoO MOHUMAI, YTO YMEET YUTaTh MbICIU. Bornpoc 3akimouancs B ApyroM: yMeeT JI1 3TO
nenatb ®oppect? Moxker, OH emy Bce BpeMsi Jirasl U 'y Hero Toxe ectsb jap? Ero jimio Bbipaxaiio
MecThb. OH ¢ MPHIIYypEeHHBIMH I1a3aMU HAOMIOAAT 32 HUM.

Tak npopokanoch HEKOTOpoe Bpems, Toka Poppect He HapyIIUI MOTYaHUE.

— Tak TbI 10 KOHITA JOYMTAT MOW THEBHUK, J1a?

— Ha, — He cpa3zy orBeTun PoOepr.

— Teneps TbI 3HaeIL MOIO McTOPHUIO. 3Haelb o KapeH. ..

— Jla, — OMsATh TaKke OTBETUJI MApeHb. — S coxaero.

— He Haymo mens xanets! — 3100HO nepeOmt oH. — [0 BCTpeur C Hell 51 He CyIIeCTBOBAJI, —
npomenTai BaMnup. — OHa Obuta cBeTOM B Moel ku3HH. U s youn ee. Jlummn ce6s cBera. Ternepb
KHBY BO Mpake. 51 He cMor modopoTh ceds1, HO IOIKEH ObLT 3TO caenarh. U koraa s yBuen teds, Kak
THI HE HallaJl HA Ty KEHILUHY, IOYYsIB €€ KPOBb, 51 OCO3HAJI, YTO COBEPILII YKACHYIO U HEMOIIPABUMYIO
OIIMOKY B CBOEH KU3HHU.

— 4 Bunen crimcok. CKOJNBKUX ThI yOu?

— JIBamnarh mecTb YeaoBeK. MyXXUMH U jKeHIIWH, 0HomIe! 1 feByek. CerogHs s youn eie
JBYX OXOTHHUKOB.

— 3auem?

— Onu y3HaM, KTO 4.
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— Tsl ux MoOr TIPOCTO 006E30PYKUTh, HO HE YOUBATh.

— Onu MHe Memmamu! — nepedun Poppect, MOBBICUB rojioc. — OHU He O3B0 MHE 3a0paTh
TyIlly KabaHa, KOTOPOU Thl, MEX/y TIPOYHNM, ellie He TIOJIAKOMIJICS.

— Tl ee mpuramwI ciofa, YTooOsl 51 IoAKpenwics? — crpocuit Podept, cMoTps B 1mos1. — YToOs!
st HaOpaJicsl cuit Ao Bedepa?

OHM BCTpETHIINCD B3I JAMHU.

— Yro Gyznet Beuepom? UTo ThI 3a1IaHUPOBAT?

— 310 GoMBIIIE HE MMEET 3HAUeHHs1. Thl B 3TOM He yyacTByelllb. {1 ke BUXKY, UTO ThI HE TAKOM Kak
s1. Thl He yOUHIIa ¥ He CIOCOOEH YOUTh. DTO TBOS CJ1A00CTh, KOTOPAs BIOCIIEICTBUN TeOsI IOTYOUT.

— Th xouemb koro-to youts? — crpocun PoGepr, BcraBas. — Xodelllb Ha KOro-TO HamacThb?
Cpenatb X TAKMMH, KaK s WM TIPOCTO MOJIAKOMHTHCS UX KPOBBIO? XOUelllb MPOoIoKaTh yOUBaTh U
XOPOHUTH TPYIHI B NoziBajie? BecTu KoIMapHbII CIMCOK KepTB?

— 910 Mot yen! — oBbicu rosioc Poppect, OBICTPO MoAXo/s K HeMy. — Thl He Takoi, PoOept!
[Tostomy s faro Tebe MmaHC YUTH OTCI0/Ia ¥ He CTaTh HOBOW KEPTBOM CITHCKA!

OHM HaxXOOWIHCh B MeTpe ApYT oT apyra. [ymHHble Bosiockl PoGepra, 3amyTaBimecs: B rpsi3u,
cBUCaIM emMy Ha ra3a. OH sicHO moHuMalt, yto PoppecT HaMHOTO CriTbHee ero. K ToMy ke Hammics
KPOBH, UTO MpHUAIo emMy cuil. A PoGepr elrie He yTonmII CBOIO Xkaxay KPOBH. Y HEro BAPYT MOSIBU-
JIOCh KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE OTBpAIlIeHHe K 3TOMY. MOXKeT ObITh, OH ellle He MPUHSLI ce0s TAKMM, KaK1UM
teriepb cran? Kakum ero cienan ®oppect? [la u npumeT Jin oH ceOs TakuM Koraa-auoyap? Ho B To
ke BpeMsi OH TIOHUMAJI, YTO HeJIb3s1 TaK MPOCTO YUTHU U AaTh Bomo Poppecty yousars u fansiie. OH
HE MOT' BCE TO TaK OCTaBHTb.

— IpoBanuBaii otciona! — kpukHys Poppect, ykazaB Ha JIBEpb.

— Taxk Henmb3s mocTynarh, — ckazan Pobepr.

— B aTtomM Mupe TH OO XHITHUK, OO xkeprBa!l — 9 — xunHKUK! A BOT ThI, Pobepr, xepTBa
TaK ke, Kak ¥ OHH!

— ¢ e no3BomO TEOE ITO CcesaTh!

— Xoyenib CTaTh OMHOU U3 KEePTB? — CIPOCHIT OH, CIBUHYB OpOBH.

— 1 my4ine BOMLy B TBOH CITMCOK KEPTB, HEKEJU AaM TeOe BO3MOKHOCTh IPOIOJIKATh YOUBATh
U Aasbiie!

doppecT ycMexHyJICH.

— ¥V T1e0s1 He MOTYyYUTCsl, — 3AMOTAJI OH TOJIOBOM.

— 4 XOTbh NOMBITAIOCH.

Bammnup danbimmBo moBepHysics, OyATo codupasch yUTH, U BIpYT ynapui Pobepra ThUTbHOM
cTopoHoii pyku. [TapeHs oTieren, cJIoMaB CIIMHOM ABEPb, U YTl Ha 1OJT B CBOEH KOMHATe, HO OBICTPO
TMOJIHSJICS Ha HOTH.

— Onywmatics, Pobept! — kpukHyn oH. — S qato Tebe maHC KUTh Jabiie!

— Twl — uymoBwMIIEe, — cKa3an nmapeHb. — 5l He cOOMPAIOCh CMOTPETh, KaK Thl OyJiellh yOuBaTh
HEBMHHBIX Jofiel. 1 octaHoBIO TeOs !

OH OpocuJics Ha Hero Briepeq, Kak OapaH, Oomaonmii poramu. OHM CTOJKHY/IUCH, 1 PoOepT
B sipoctu npotanmi Poppecra Ha cebe, moce yero Opocri Ha moj. [ITMHHbIe KOT'TH MapHs HaYasIu
MoJI0CoBaTh JMIo Bammupa. Poppect B3peBed, noiiman pyky Podepra u cam ygapui ero. Tot ymain
C Hero, 1 MOHCTp HabpocuJics Ha mapHs. Kperkue Kortu mpopesaiy ofek1y U J0Opaiuch 0 Tela.
PoGept ot 6011 BckprkHY/. OH MOTy4dwII elnle OJuH yaap B Ipyab U ynau Ha koieHu. doppect yna-
PUJI €ro IO CIKMHE KOTTSMH, COAPAB ONEeKAy U ITTyOOKO Ipope3aB Teso napHs. KpoBb MasleHbKUMU
PYUBsIMH COYMJIACH U3 €0 paH. Ha criiHe Bamnivipa CUsiiv YeThipe KpacHbIX IIyOOKuX nopesa. Podepr
ynai Ha 60k. PoppecT B3sUT ero Kak MEmoK U OpoCHI B APYroi KoHer kKoMHaThl. OH yaapuics 00
CTeHy ¥ ynaJj JIMIIoM BHU3. [IbITasick MOAHATHCS, MapeHb KpaeM I1a3a 3aMeTHII Bo3Jie cedst HOTH Ipo-
THBHUKA. SIpocTh oxBatmiia PoGepTa, 1 OH monbITaicsi HAHECTH yrap, Ho PoppecT rmoimal ero pyky.

— Tel cnabak! — ¢ AI3BUTETHHON YIBIOKOW TIPOU3HEC OH.
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OH nogH: ero 3a pyKy M ygapui KortsMu. PoOepra pa3BepHy/o Ha BCe TPUCTA IIECTHAECHT
IpajlycoB, ¥ OH Ha CEKYH]1y MOTepsICA B MpocTpaHcTBe. KpoBb 3aymwia emy miaza. A doppecty 3roro
OBUIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HAHECTH €Ille OJIMH YAap B 0OJACTh KJOUMIIBL. PyKky MapHs OMyCTHIIUCH.
OH yke He CONPOTUBIISUICS U C TPYAOM CTOsUT Ha Horax. Poppect BOH3WUJI CBOU [UTMHHbBIE KOTTU B
xuBoT Pobepra. ToT HarHysncs u 3actoHasl. [IpOTUBHUK B35J1 €r0 APYrod pyKoH 3a HIMBOPOT, KPY-
TaHyJ BOKpPYT ceOst 1 OpOCHII B CTOpOHY BXOiHOH aBepu. ITon Becom mapHsi crapble TOCKH CTEHBI
poJIOMIITHCH U PoOepT, oKa3aBIIMCh Ha KPbUIbIE, KyOapeM MOKATUJICA ¢ Hee. Y TKHYBILIHUCH JIUIIOM
B 3€MJTIO, OH OCTAJICS JIeKAaTh HETTOABUKHBIM.

doppecT pazioMa BbICTYIABIINE JOCKU, KOTOPIE €My MEIIaJIU, U BBIIIEN Ha KPBUIBLIO.

Cpenas mar, oH octaHoBwICs. OTOpBaB B3MIsL OT Tesa Pobepra, Bammup BCMOTpEJICS B TEM-
HOTY ¥ nipuciymaics. CTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO MOACKA3bIBAIIO, YTO OHHU 3/iech He onfHU. Ho TOIbKO MOHCTp
OCO3HAJI 3TO, KaK BJPYT M3 TEMHOTHI BbUIETEN CEPeOPSHBIN OONT U BOH3WICS €My B BEPXHIOIO 4acTh
rpyau. Ero otmiarHyso Ha mar Hazan. Octpasi 601b IPOH3MIIA IPY/Ib U TUIEYUO, TTOC/IE Yero HaCTyIHJIa
crmadocTthb. Bamnvip 4yBCTBOBAI, Kak ero pyka ciabdena. OH B3sIcs 3a 00T, YTOOBI BHITAIIUTH €10, U
oOzer um pyky. [1o pyke mporiuia Apoxsb, 1 Koka Ha Hell osionanack. Poppect nocMoTpes B TEMHOTY
neca. V3-3a nepeBbeB MOKa3ajcsl CUITYIT, U HOBBIF OONT MPOH3MIT HACKBO3b )KHUBOT MOHCTpa. Bammup
COTHYJICS ¥yl Ha OOK, oTron3asi B AoM. OH NMPUNIOTHSIICS, U OYEPEJHOM OONT BOTKHYJICS €My B
criuHy. MOHCTp TaK U pyxHyJI Ha JIepeBsSHHBIN 1011, PoppecT, CUIIbHO 0cnadeB oT cepedpa, OTIoN3al
Ha OOKY K JIepeBsSHHOI CTeHe, BOJIoYa 32 COO0M HOTM U Kopuachk OT Oosu. Terneph OH 0OCO3HABAJT BCIO
CMEpTEJIbHYIO OMACHOCTD IS ce0s1, 00pa30BaBIIYIOCs B JaHHBIA MOMeHT. K HIM HaBeamch OXOT-
HUKH Ha BaMITMPOB, a cepedpo — UX IIaBHOE opyxkue. IMEeHHO cepedpo MpUUMHSET CUIIbHYIO OOTb,
ocnalIisisi BAMITMPa, TEM CAMBIM OH TepsieT CBOI0 OrpOMHYI0 ciity. K HeMy mpakTh4ecKy HEeBO3MOKHO
MIPUTPOHYTHCsI, KOO OHO BBI3BIBAET CHMIIbHBIE 0XKOT'U. BaMIup, HopakeHHBIH CTPeIoN TN cepeOpsTHOi
MyJield, KOTopasi OCTalach B HEM, HECTIOCOOEH OBICTPO MepeBUraThcsl Kak paHbliie. Takum oOpazom,
OH CTaHOBUTCSI JIETKOUN U YSI3BUMOU MUILIEHBIO JIJ1s1 OXOTHUKA. 11 doppect 3T0 mpekpacHo MOHUMA.

Tem BpemeHem PoOept mpuxoaust B 4yBCTBO. OH YCIIBIIIAT IIATY MPUOIMKAIOIIMXCS JTIOJCH.
Onu yxe Haxoquvch psiioM ¢ HuM. OUH iepkan HarotoBe apoasier, Ipyroil 00euMu pykamu aep-
kan nepen codor cabmo. OHM MEUIEHHO M TUXO HalpaBJIsUTHCh K JIOMy M OCTAaHOBWUJIMCH BO3JIE
Pobepra. MyxunHa ¢ apOaieToM IJIsiJie]l Ha TIPOeM B JIEpPEeBSHHOM CTeHe, ¢ cabieil — Toxe, HO TOTOM
niepeBet B3MJIsi/L Ha TapHS.

— Unu B om. [ToGeit Toro, — ckaszas ToT, 4To ¢ apdajeToM, — a 1 pa3depych C ITUM.

C calrelt TUXO MIArHYJT HA KPBUTBIIO W CKPBUICS B IBIPE JOMA.

Tawm, rae panbine jexan PoppecT, CTosiia Jyka KpoBU, OT KOTOPOH IUIA pa3Ma3aHHasl JINHUS
W3 KpOBHU, BEAyIAA BFH}/6I) aomMa. OXOTHI/IK, MOrIAAbIBass Ha KPOBABLIC CJICIbI, HAITPABUJICA 11O HUM.

Jpyroii oxoTHUK Tipuces Bosjie Podepra, paccmarpuBas ero. C Buay napeHb MOXOX Ha 4eso-
Beka. ToJbKO BOT KOT/1a My>KYMHA YBU/IEN TOPBAHHYIO KOT'TSIMU OJIEK/1Y, a TIOJ Hell a0COITIOTHO LIENTYI0
KOXY, — TOCKOJIbKY PaHbl 32KUJIM, — TO OH MOHSL, YTO TIepe/l HUM JIeXKaJl He YeJIOBEK, & HEKTO JIPYTOM.

TosbKO OH BCTal HA HOTH, Kak PoOepT cOMI OXOTHHMKA ¢ HOT OIHUM ABWXeHHeM pyku. Ho
apOaJieT TOT He BBIPOHWII, U MapeHb HAOPOCHJICA Ha Hero. Ho TOJbKO BaMIMp MPUKOCHYJICS K €ro
cepeOpsIHBIM JI0cTIeXaM, Kak PyKH ero 000kri10. OXOTHUK yaapui apOajieToM MapHs B TOJIOBY M CKH-
HyJ1 ¢ ceds1. C nosica copBast cepeOpsIHbIi Oy ThLTb, OBICTPO OTKPBLI KPBIIIKY ¥ OPBI3HYJI CONEP/KIMOE B
nmto Pobepra. ['maza 000XKr/10, ¥ OH 3aKpryai OT OOJIU, 3aKPBIB JIUIIO. DTO OKA3aJI0Ch CBITOU BOJIOM.
Ha Bpems mapeHb noTtepsil 3peHre U yral Ha 3eMJTI0, KopJyach B MyKax. OT JuIia UCXOAWI JIbIM, U
KO’a TIOJTHOCTBIO Cropera.

OXOTHHMK JIOCTaJI KMH>KaJI ¥ TOAX0uI K Pobepry, Korna ToT mogHuMasics Ha Horu. Eine ocren-
JIEHHBIA OH, NMOUIATBIBAsICh, BBICTABUJI BIICPE/] PYKH, CJIOBHO ITBITAJICA HA OLIYIIb HAUTU CBOETO 061/1)1-
YuKa. MY)K‘{I/IHa HaroToBE€ ACPKaJI KUHXKAJI, FOTOBBII BOH3UTH €I0 B BaMIIvpa. Ho B TO %e BpEMs OH
Ha4YWHaJI IOHUMAaTb, 4YTO JIy4lIC BCETO O6€3IIBI/I)KI/ITI) ITPOTUBHHKA.
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PoGepT cTykHysICs CITUHOM 00 1epeBO, OIIYIIbIO HaYasl epeJBUraThCsl, KaK BAPYT pe3kast 60ib
MIPOH3MJIA ero JieBoe Tuiedo. OH MPUTPOHYJICS U TTOYYBCTBOBAT HAKOHEYHHK OOJITa, KOTOPHIA MPOOWIT
HACKBO3b I1J1e40. Pyka ocnabna, Ho MyuuTesbHas 60J1b MPOJOIKaIaCh.

OxoTHUK ¢ cabeil TUXO 1IeN MO CTAPbIM MOJIOBHLIAM JIoMa. [JIMHHAS IMHUS KPOBU BeJla €ro
B KomMHary doppecra.

OH nopo1ien K HEpacKPHITON ABEpU U HalaBuil pykor. [lof JerkumM cKpUIioM OHa OTKpPbLIACh.
B xoMHate HUKOTO He OKa3aiock. Ho qoposkka 13 KpoBH Belia MPsMO B Morpeo, 1Bepb KOTOPOTO Oblia
HACTeXb OTKpbITa. M TONBKO OXOTHMK IIArHyJN 3a MOPOr KOMHATHI, KaK IBEPh PE3KO ylapuia ero.
3a Heit crosin Poppect. MyKunHa OTIIATHYJICS, ¥ BAMITUP MIPUIIEMII €T0 PyKy ¢ cabieil B mpoeme
asepu. OXOTHUK 3aKpryal OT OOJIH U BRIPOHIMI opykue. PoppecT HalaBIIT Ha ABEPb 00EUMU pyKaMH,
a ero KJIbIKM BIWIKCH B MpeIieube OXOTHUKA. KpoBb OpbI3HY/Ia M3 paHbl, 1 MY)KYMHA 3aKpHYal
eme cuibHee. Ha ero kpuk oOepHysicst HanapHuk. OH B 3TOT MOMEHT JIepKaJl Ha IpuIiesie apoaseTa
AepeBo, 32 KOTOPBIM MpsiTajics PodepT, K KOTOpOMY yike BEpHYJIOCh 3peHHeE.

VKyIIeHHbII OXOTHUK JI0CTAT U3 HOXKEH KUHXAI U yIapui B JBepb. MeTa npoOu ctapoe
JEpeBO M BOH3UJICA MPAMO B 11Ie10 KpoBococa. PoppecTa CIOBHO NMapaan30Bajio, U OH OTOPBAJICS OT
paHbl, 1MOCJe Yero OXOTHUK HaJaBWJI HOrOW Ha Bepb. Kumskan Beuie3 u3 pansl u asepu u Poppect
ymaJi, Ieprasicb ¥ Kopyach OoT 00JIM, CXBAaTUBIINCH OOEUMH pyKamH 3a 11et0. Pyku ObICTpO cTaHOBU-
JIMCh KPACHBIMH OT KPOBH.

OXOTHUK HaOPOCHUIICSI Ha HETO, CeJl CBEpXy M BOH3MJI KMHKaJ MpsAMo B cepatie. Poppect nep-
HYJICSI KOPITYCOM, B3IJISIJ €r0 OCTAHOBHMJICS Ha TIOTOJIKE U CJIOBHO IOTAC, TTOCIIE Yero IJ1a3a 3aKPbUIHCh.
C pacnpocTepThIMH pyKaMH OH JiesKaJl Ha oy Oe3 iBMKeHui. BOKpyr men codupanach Jiyxa KpOoBH.

OXOTHUK ¢ apOaeToM MOIHSICS Ha KPBUIBLIO, BCE elle MPOIOoIKast LIEIUTHCS B IEPEBO, TIOBEP-
HYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY JJBEPH U KPUKHYJT:

— Asryctun!!

— 51 B nopsiake! — KpUKHYJ TOT B OTBET.

OH 00BsI3J1 YKyC TKaHBIO M 3aKaJl, 4YTOObl OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb M HE 3aMeTWil, Kak Poppect
OTKpbLUIT IJIa3a. BaMnup cXBaTuiI HOT'Y OXOTHHUKA U MOTSAHY/ Ha ces. OCTphble KIJIBIKM BHOBb BIIETIH-
JIMCh B MYKYMHY, Y OH 3aKpuvajl. Bropas pyka kpoBococa B3slach 3a Ipyrylo HOTy. ABTYCTHH MOTe-
PsUT paBHOBECHE M YA Ha CITUHY, CHJIbHO YIApUBIIKCH 3aThUIKOM. ['0noBa 3akpyxuiacsk. Poppect
BIETIIICS B OfIEKY, CTapasiCh HE KacaThCsl JOCTIEXOB, XOTS OH YKe He oOpaliai Ha HUX BHUMAaHHe.
Bech OKpOBaBIeHHBIH, U3MYUYEHHBIN 1 OCJIa0IeHHbIN OH TIOJI3 IO TeJTy OXOTHHUKA K ero 1ee. OH 4yB-
CTBOBAJI, KaK cepeOpsiHbIe JOCTIEXU OOKUTaIM JIAJJOHU, HO BaMITAP He OCTaHaBIMBaJICA. M Kak TOIBKO
ABryctuH mnpuiien B ce0si, TO yBUAe! HaJ coOOW KpoBaBoe JIMIO KpoBococa. OH MOMBITAJICS €ro
OCTQHOBHTb, HO HUYETo He BhIIUIO. KIIBIKM MOHCTpa BOH3WJIMCH B IIEI0 OXOTHUKA, U OH 3aKpHYall B
MOCTIETHUI pas.

OXOTHUK ¢ apOajieToM BHOBb OOEpHYJICS M KPUK MTPEKPATUIICS.

Tem Bpemenem PoGept, OTOpBaB KyCOK CBOETO pBAHOTO MAJIBTO, OOBSI3AJI UM PYKY U B3SUICS 32
OOJIT U, 3aKpUYaB OT OOJH, BHITAIIWII €r0 U3 PaHBI.

Oxotnuk pactepsiicsi. Teneps oH Obul ofuH. C JIByX CTOPOH €ro OKpyKaJli BaMIuphl. JBa
yX)acHbIX MOHCTpa. OH ¢ HACTOPOXKEHHBIM B3IJISAOM CMOTpEI 1Mo cropoHaM. [lotom, nepernaruBast
TMIOJIOMaHHBIE JIOCKH, TIPOLIEN B ABIPY B AEPeBAHHON cTeHe. OH, Kak U ABI'YCTHH, IIIeJT TIO JJOPOXKKE
U3 KPOBH, Jiepka Ha U3rOTOBKe apOasieT. YacTo orisiIpiBaICs Ha3ajl, yOexkJasach, YTO 32 HUIM HHUKTO
HE UJIET CJIEJOM.

[onoiias k komHate PoppecTa, OH OOHAPY KT CBOETO HAlTAPHUKA MEPTBBIM C Ieper phI3eHHOM
meeit. JIno ABryctiHa 3a0pbI3raHo KpOBbIO. PsioM ¢ TpyrnoM HaxXOouICh OKPOBABJICHHBIE OOJITHI
Y KUHXKAJL.

OxoTHuK notepsit fqap peur. OH ObICTPO 3abIMIAN. SIPOCTh MEPEToNHsIa €ro Iy, a K IJla3am
MOJIKaThIBaM ciie3bl. OH ormycTrIt apOaseT U BOIe] B KOMHATY.

— ABrycTuH, Opat Mo¥#! — MpomenTan MyKUrHa.
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PasrnsagpiBas Tpyn Opara, OH He 3HaJI, 4TO JieJiaTh, O0SICA K Hemy TpUTpoHyThest. [Togdopomok
3a7poXal, a ¢ Iia3 3aKarajiy Cie3bl.

— Taxk 3HauuT, 3T0 TBO¥ OpaT? — pa3gacs rojoc Mo3aau Hero.

OXOTHUK OXUBUWJICS TIOC/IE 3THX CJIOB U TepecTall MEeBeUThCA. [J1a3a MoBepHY/IHCh BIIPABO,
Y Ha JIAIIe TIOsSIBUJIach HeHaBUCTh. OH cxkasl 00euMu pyKamu apdajeT U ObICTpO OOepHYJICS, HArpa-
BUB opyxue. Poppect OHON PyKOH OCTAHOBMII apOasieT M yAapuJl HOTOH B )KMBOT NMPOTUBHUKA. TOT
niepesieTeN yepe3 Tpyn Opara v ymaj, Ho ObicTpo BeTal. Ha Oepe u3 HOXEH OH BBIHYJI cepeOpsIHbIN
HOX. Bammup yXMBUTBHYJICS M TIepeliarHyi1 TpyIl, He cTpariach cepedpa.

— A TBO# Opar okazaJyicsi cabakoM, — HadyaJa KPOBOCOC MPOBOIMPOBATh OXOTHUKA. — VIHTe-
PECHO: ThI CHJIbHEE ero?

OXOTHUK HaOpOCUJICS HA HETO C KPUKOM.

doppecT noiiMa aTakywIIyo PyKy ¥ BHOBb yIapui MyKYHUHY B )KUBOT.

— Ckopeil Bcero, Thl TaKOH ke cadak, Kak U TBOW OpaT, — FOBOPUJI BAMITUD, KOTJa OXOTHHUK
TMOJIHAMAJICS Ha HOTH.

KpoBococ B3su1 ero 3a mieuu, mogHs1 u Opocui 00 creHy. OXOTHUK, CHJIBHO YIApPHBIIUCH,
yIaji HaB3HUYb.

doppect ¢ HEHaBUCTHIO CMOTpENT Ha OXOTHUKA. OH MOJOIIeN K HEMY, TOAHSUT 32 IUBOPOT U
MpUXaJ K cteHe. KibIku BaMmpa BOH3UJIKCH B KJIIOUHITY MYKYMHBL TOT 3aKprdai oT 601 U yaaput
HOXOM B TOpJIO0 KpoBococa. PoppecT OTopBaICs OT YKyca U PacKpblT KpoBaBbli poT. Kryuast 601b
nponsuia ropio. [lox gaBieHreM pyKy HOX Bee ITyOxe MOorpysKajics B paHy.

B aTOoT MOMEHT B KOMHaTy BopBascs Pobepr.

OxoTtHUK pa3BepHyT Doppecta K CTEHe, I0CTaJl HOBBIA HOX M OOpaTUJICS B CTOPOHY HOBOTO
Bamniupa. CBOOOIHOM PyKOU OH JiepkaJcs 3a paHy, a pPyKy ¢ HOXOM BbICTaBUI Briepe]. OH IMOCTOSTHHO
OIVISIIBIBAJICSL HA3al M ObLT HarotoBe oTpasuth yaap Poppecra. Ho Toro kak Oyato mapain3oBaio
Ha BpeMsl.

— Oroiiau, yenoBek, 3To He TBOsI OuTBa! — mpomonBui Podepr.

B 310 Bpemss ®oppecT IpokamMu pyKaMH U3BJICK W3 paHbl HOX M HEBOJBHO YJBIOHYIICH,
CJIOBHO OOpa/IOBAJICS, YTO OH €ro OoJbIle He OECIOKOUT, M OPOCHIT ero Ha IO, TIOCJIe Yero BCTall,
TIPUCJIOHUBIIIHCH K CTEHE.

— Yo ), 3HAUUT, y MeHs OyJIeT elnle JIBe KePTBbI! — MPOMOJIBUII OH, YJIBIOASICh.

OXoTHHK BCTal O0KOM K 000uM, morisasiBas To Ha Poppecra, To Ha Podepra.

— Oroiigu, yenoBek! — TPOMKO CKa3asl OH.

— D10 npekpacHo! — u yiapiOka Poppecra npeBpaTHiIach B HEHABUCTh. — YMpeTe BMecTe! —
MIPOKPUYATT OH.

Bamnup kuHysCS Ha OXOTHHUKA. POOEpT B 3TOT camMblii MOMEHT TOJIKHYJI YeJIOBeKa B IPy/lb U
obxBarm Testo Poppecra pykamu. OH OTOpBa €ro nosja u yaapui oo creHy. [1og cuiibHbIM HATHCKOM
JepeBsiHHAs CTeHa TPEecHYJa, ¥ BaMIMPhI MOBAIWINCH Ha yauily. PoOepr mepeseren yepe3 CBOEro
MPOTHBHUKA M yNaj Ha criuHy. PoppecTt ObICTPO BCTaJl HA HOTU U OOPATUIICS B CBOIO UY/IOBUIITHYIO
BHEIITHOCTb. M Kora mapeHs TOJIbKO HavaJl IOMHUMATHCS, TO TYT e TOTydr yaap no Juiyy. Podepr
BHOBB yriaj1. OH MPUMOTHSJICS Ha PyKax M KaK TOJIbKO KPOBOCOC K HEMY TIOJIOIIe, BCTaJI HA KOJICHU U
HaHeC yJiap MPOTUBHUKY B KUBOT. POppecT mpopbIva, CXBaTUII PYKY MapHs U U3BJIEK U3 CBOETO Teja
ero Kkortu. Podept npyroit pyKou XoTes yIapuTh, HO U ee TIONMaJT TPOTUBHUK. BamMmivip oHsIT napHs
3a PyKHM M yAapuj ¢ TaKOU CHIION, uTo PoOepT rmposneren HeCKOIbKO METPOB U Bpe3asicsl B IEPEBO U
BHOBb OKazasics Ha 3emuie. Crit ocTaBaioch Bce MeHble. A doppect TeM BpeMeHeM HalpaBJIsICs
K HEMY.

B npoeme fpIpbl B cTeHe mokasascst oXoTHUK. OH Hauaul 0CO3HAaBAaTh TO, UTO cKazalsl emy Pooepr.
My:kx4rHa Teriepb IIOHUMAJT, YTO STOT BaMITUP €My He Bpar.
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doppect mogHs1 Pobepra 3a BOIOCH ¥ yIapuil KOrtsimu 1o Jjuiry. [Totowm eme pa3 u ere. Bee
€ero JIMLO OBUIO MCHOJIOCOBAHO TITyOOKMME TIope3amu. [lapeHs y:ke He conpoTuBIsiics. Bammup B3sit
€ro 3a ropJio U NpuxkaJi K IepeBy.

— XKankwii cnabak! — npommmunen Poppect u nmokaszaa cBoU OOJBIINE KIBIKA, KOTOPBIMH XOTeJT
BIUTHCSA B 1Ieto PoGepra.

W Tyt BOpyr cepeOpsHbIA KMHKaJ MTPOH3UJ TPy/b KPOBOCOCA. BaMmnup 3acThul ¢ pacKphITHIM
PTOM U 3aMep, MOIHSIB roJioBy K HeOy. OH MOBEPHYIICS U THUIBHOW CTOPOHOM PYKH YIapHJT OXOTHHKA.
MyxuMHa ynas Ha 3eMJII0, HO KMHKaJl €ro OCTaJICsl B KPOBOCOCE.

doppect nosepHysics cnuHOM K Pobepty u ynan Ha konenu. OH B3sUICS 32 PYKOSITKY KUHKaJa,
HO BBIHYTb €ro He cMor. TyT BaMIIUp 3acTbUl HA MTHOBEHbE U, IIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY BIIPABO, MOAHSII
raza. Hag vum crosin PoGept. [Tapens B3MaxHy1 pyKOH M OHUM YAapOM CHEC TOJIOBY TPOTUBHHUKY.
Ona nokarmiach 1O 3eMJIe M 3aMepiia C OTKPBITBIMM IJIa3aMU. 3aTeM pyxHysio Teno. Ilapens ensa
CTOsIJT HA HOTaX OT M3HEMOKEHHs U YCTAIOCTU: TpeOoBalach KPOBb, KaK MOMMUTKA SHEPIUH, YTOOBI
BOCCTAaHOBUTb YTPAUu€HHbIE CHUIIBI.

OXOTHUK TiepeBepHYJICS Ha CIIMHY U YBUIEN Haja codort Podepra. ToT nepkas KpaeM nmajibTo
kuHkai. [lapeHs mpoTsiHys eMy cBOOOIHYIO pyKy. MyXurHa 3a/iep:KaJl B3[JIs Ha JIMIIE BaMIUpPa, HO
IIOTOM BC€ K€ B3I €ro 3a PyKYy, a I0CJe MapeHb MPOTAHYJ eMy KUHKal. OXOTHUK HEpPEeLIUTEIbHO
€ro B3su1, [IOUYBCTBOBAB XOJIOAHYIO IJIOTh BAMITUPA.

— OH Te0s ykycu, — ckazan PoGept. — Tl Be/ib MOHUMAEIIIb, YeM 3T0 oOepHeTcs 1ist Te0s1?

— Ila, — oTBeTHI OXOTHUK. — Kak TBOe nms?

— PoGepr.

— 51 — BukTOp, — NOMeJIMB, OTBETUJI MYKUMHA.

— A npyron?

— AsryctuH...Moil OpaT, — ¢ 60/IbI0 IPOU3HEC OXOTHUK. — DTOT Bammup Tedss oOpaTui? —
yKazaJsl OH KMHXkajoM Ha Tpyn Poppecra.

— Ja.

— Tel He cTan TakUM Kak OH. 3HAUUT, ThI €1le He BKYCHUJI YEIOBEUECKON KPOBH.

— Tak u ectb.

— Korma o6parwics?

— HenasHo. [leHb TOIBKO MUHOBAJ.

— TpyaHo ynep:xarbcs OT Kaxabl, — CJIOBHO KOHCTaTUpoBal dakT Bukrop.

— ThI cam 3TO CKOpO y3Haelb, — OTBEeTH PobepT 1 mpoiiies MUMO Hero.

— Kyna to1?

— Xouy criesathb TO, YTO HE ClIEJIal OH.

— YTO UMEHHO? — OCTAaHOBMWJI OXOTHHUK €0 BOIIPOCOM.

— Brirecy Tpynbl 13 ogBasia, — 00epHYBIIMCH, OTBETHII BAMIMP U HAIIPABHJICS K JbIPE B CTEHE.

— 4 capinan, 4To B 3TOM Jiecy IPONaio HECKOJIBKO YeIoBeK ! — oBbIcuIl rosioc Buktop u nocie-
J0BaJT 32 HAM, Kak Obl BHOBb IIBITASICh OCTAHOBUTH PoOepTa. — MBI M PUIIUTH CIOfIa 32 THUM, YTOObI
BCe pasy3HaTb. HEeKOTOphle MoropapuBaiM, YTo 3TO JIe/0 pyK Bammnupa. M Mos MHTyuus okasaiach
npaBa. Heysxenu 310 oH uX Bcex yOWII M XpaHWIT UX Tena 3/1eCh, B 9TOM Jome?

— 41 He 3Ha10, — TOJILKO M OTBETUJI NAPEHb.

— ¢ Belb OXOTHHK, — IOMEJITUB, HavYaJI onsATh BukTOp. — 51 Beb HomkeH yOuTh TeOs.

— Thl y’Xe He OXOTHUK, — yXMbUIbHYBILUCH, OTBeTHII PobepT. — Tam J0BOJIBHO MHOTO TPYIIOB, —
CITyCTSI MOJTYQHHME CKa3aJl OH U IMOCMOTpPEJI B CTOPOHY JIOMa, a 1oToM Ha Bukropa. — [loiinem, Mue
MOHAJJOOUTCSI TBOSI TIOMOIIIb.

My>x4rHa, TOMEJTUB, MOCIEIOBAN 32 HUM, HO pe3Kast 00Jb B Tesie OcTaHOBWJIa ero. OH yma
Ha KOJIEHH, AePXkach 3a pyKy. CKBO3b 3yObl OH CJIOBHO IIBITAJICS UTO-TO CKa3aTh PoOepTy, HO BHIXOAWIT
unIb oauH cToH. [lapeHb 0oOepHYyJCS K HeMY U YBUJIE), KaK OXOTHHMK B KOHBYJIbCHSIX YA HUYKOM
Ha 3emunio. Pobept moragasics, 4to s BaMIupa Hadas JecTBOBATh. . .
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3a OKHOM e JoXb, 1 Pobepr HaOMomam, Kak Kalli BHOBb M BHOBb I/l Ha CTEKJIO U
pa3duBasNCh, CTeKast CTpyHMKaMu BHU3 K KapHU3y. M3peaka cBepkaay MOJHUYU B BeuepHeM Hebe U
CIIBIIIATICH pacKaThl TpoMa.

KaTtpun nexana Ha 00Ky, Ha KpOBAaTH U C 33 JyMUYHMBBIM M TPYCTHBIM JIUIIOM CMOTpeJia MapHIO
B criuHy. [Toka Pobept Haxoqwiicss B BOCIIOMUHAHUSX, OHA JiyMasia O mpoiieaineM gde. Yto Oyaer
nanbine? Kakoe Oyner npuHsTo perienre? Yto nmpousoiiet rnocsie Hero? Ee myrano Hen3BecTHOCTh
Y HaBoAMJIA cTpax M 0ok, [aybliaMu oHa cKMMaia KyJioH 3alllUThl, TOAapeHHbIN el PoGepTom.

— Tol IpaB, — MPOMOJIBUJIA OHA.

Bamnup oOGepHyJics, 1 HACTYITUIA HETTPOIOKUTEIbHAS T1ay3a, HapyInaeMas KaruissMyA JOKIS.

— To1 310 0 Uem?

— $1, mpaBna, 60tock. Boock Toro, uto ckaxker Oten. f 6otock Hem3BecTHOCTH. f1 Haxke He 3HaI,
4ero 4 ere 00ICh, — IIOMOJIYAB, JOOAaBIIA OHA.

PoGept mpucen Bo3nie Hee U yOpas JIOKOH BOJIOC C €€ JIMIIA, U OHU TIOCMOTPEJH JAPYT OPYyry
B IJ1a3a.

— 4 yBepen, OH npumer Te0s1, Kak MpUHsUT MeHs1. Panbine, korna OH BCTPETUII MeHsl, y MeHs
He ObuTO npuramenus B Opaen. OTelr Toraa MeHsI caM Halllell ¥ JaJl MHe HOBYIO sku3Hb. Ecitu Obl 51
Ero He BcTpeTw1, — OH OCTaHOBUJICS HA MTHOBEHBE, — S IaXkKe He TIPE/ICTABIISAN0, Te cefiuac HaXxOmuIICs
Obl, a TJIABHOE — OCTAJICS JA OBl 51 TIpeXXHUM. S He coMHeBach, YTo OH MPUMET pellieHue OCTaBUTh
te0s1 B OpaeHe U He IPUYMHAT Tede Bpea.

— Torna, korma OH npuHsT TeOsA, BpeMsl ObUTO apyroe. Mup U3MeHWICH.

— Ho ne Oppaen, — nepedusn Pobept. — MoskeT, Kake-To MpaBujia ¥ K3MEHIIUCh, HO IJTaBHOE
OCTaJIOCh MPEKHUM: He YOWBal, He HaBpeau U He oOpaTy YesioBeKa B cede monoOHoro. Tombko B
KpaifHeM clTydae Mbl 3aKPbIBAEM IJ1a3a Ha 3TO MPABKJIO, HO TOJIBKO B TOM CJIydae, €CJM 3TO YTPOKaeT
Opneny.

— MHe He noBepsIT, — CITycTs: MoTyaHue mpomMosiBuia Katpun. — OH pemur, uTo st Bce pacCKaky
JHOISM.

I'yObl mapHs TpoHYyJIa Jierkasi yablOKa, M OH CKa3al:

— Twt eme He Buzena Hamero OTia, a yxe npuHsuia perienue. S 3Hao Ero, — mpomomkan
Pobepr, — yxe He onHy coTHIO JieT. { yBepeH, OH IpUMET He TaKoe pellieHre, KOTOPOe MPUHSIA ThL.

— W 9yt0 MHe cefiuac genaTh?

— Jlyume otnoxuu. TeGe HyKHO TOCTIATh.

TonbKO OH XOTeJN BCTaTh, KK JEBYIIKA €r0 OCTAHOBHJIA:

— ToI ocTaHemnbest co MHOM ?

— Ecm ThI 3TOTO XO0Uelb, — MOCMOTpPEB Ha Hee, OTBETUII TTAPEHb.

— Xouy.

Ona otoBHHYIach, 1 Podept npuiter psimoM. JleByiika moacyHya JaJoHu MO TIOIYIIKY ¥ BO
BCE I71a3a CMOTpesa Ha mapHs. OH Jier Ha CrMHY ¥ 0OpaTHJI JIMLIO B €€ CTOPOHY.

— INouemy Ero naspiBalor OTiiom? — cripocuiia KatpuH.

— INotomy uTo HUKTO He 3HaeT Ero Hactosiero nveHn. OH Kak-TO MHE CKa3aJl, 4TO ero 3Bajiu
Amnakcumangp. Ho ero sm sto Hacrosiiee uMsi OH He TOMHUT. Y€ MHOTO BPEMEHHU IMPOIILIO.

— Ilouemy OH pemmn co3aats Takoi Opaen?

— Emne B oHbIe JieTa, koraa OH ObLT yestoBekoM, OTert BmooOwusics B AeBymiky. Ee 3sanmu Mapus, —
MIOMe]JTUB, ITPOroBopri Podept 1 morpys3uics B pacckas, KOTOpbIid Koraa-To rnoseaat emy Orel.

[TpumepHO HECKOJIBKO COT JIET TOMY Hazaj /10 Haiei 3psl OTel KUl B MOCEIeHUH, KOTOpPoe
JaBHBIM-/IAaBHO YKe M03a0bUT, ¥ XPAaHUJIOCh OHO y HETO IJIe-TO B IIIYOOKHX CJIOSIX cTapoid mamsTu. [la
Y CaMo TOCEJICHHE OH TUIOX0 MOMHIMIL. Kak OHO BHITIIsAENO0, €€ MOCTPOMKH, JOCTONPHUMEYATeTbHOCTH,
rpaxkaaHe, — BCe 3TO JIaBHO ObLIO 3a0biTO. EMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO OCTAIOCh OT Hero, Tak 310 Mapus. Ero
niepBast 1ioO0oBb. IOHBIN OTell — OyaeM 3BaTh ero AHAKCUMAaH/P — JIIOOWII €e BCeM CepaiieM U JTo0o-
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BAJICS €€ KPaCOTOM, ee KAlITaHOBBIMHU, KaK Pa3BEBAIOIIMECS KOIOCH IMIIIEHUIIB! HA BETPY, BOJIOCAMH,
ee YepHbIMH, KaK 3eMJIsl TJIa3aMH, ee KpacuBoy Tanueid... OH moOu ee Takoi, kakor oHa Oblta. Ee
JEBCTBEHHOE cepiie ObUI0 CBOOOTHO U MPUHIIO ero. OHa BOCXMIIAIACH €ro MYKECTBOM U TeM, KaK
OH ee JIIoOWII.

AmnakcrMaHp ObLIT BOMHOM U BCEI/Ia y9acTBOBAJ B OMTBaX. B To BpeMsi, KOra OH He HaXOqUJICS
PsiIOM C Helt, Mapust MOJMIach 3a Hero THSIMU M HOYaMH, YTOOBI OH BEPHYJICS 11€TbIM U HEBPEAUMBIM.
W xorga MykuMHA MIPEICTaBAII TIepe]] Hel JKUBBIM, TO JKEHIIMHA Opocaiach eMy Ha IIEI0 U JJOJITO BJIbI-
xaja ero apomar. Houblo OHa TperneTHO MprXruMaliach K ero 0OHaKEHHOMY TeJly U He BBIITyCKaJla U3
CBOMX OOBATHI 10 camMoro yTpa. Mapusi XoTena OT Hero peOeHKa, M HACTYIWJ JIeHb, KOT/Ia I0HasI IeBa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B HEW 3ap0XJaeTCsl HOBasl )KU3Hb. DTOU CYACTIMBOM HOBOCTBIO OHA 00paioBasa
AHakcrMaH[pa, ¥ OH 00e3ymen OT cyacTbsi. Ho B TOT ke JeHb NpHIIUIA U TUI0Xasl BECTh: MYKUYMHBI
coOupaauch B OMTBY, U eMy HEOOXOOMMO ObLJIO MATH BMECTe C HUMH. Mapusi MpoiuBasia TOpbKie
CJIe3Bl ¥ YMOJIsiIa, YTOOBI OH Oeper cedsl sl Hee, a OH TPOCHJI, YTOOBI OHA Oeperia ero peOeHKa.

W on ymen. Jonro orcyrcrBoBan AHakcumanp. omro xpana ero oobstuil Mapusi. MHoro
cie3 OHa Ipofuia 3a 310 Bpemsi. [Ipoxoaumu mau 3a qHsAME. CIyCTsi HECKOJIBKO MECSIIIeB OH Bep-
HYJICSI, KOorja npuiinia 3uma. OKasbIBaeTcsl, OHM IPOUT P OUTBY U MX pa3OwIl HenmpusTesb. MHOro
KEHCKHUX cie3 ObLIO TIPOJIMTO B TOT JIeHb, MHOTO CKOPOM M Tevyasy ObLIO B TOT JeHb. Beex maBimx
BOMHOB TOT/]a BCIOMHMHAJIM. A KOT/Ia TIPUIIUIA HOUb, HETIPUSTENb MPHUIIIEN ¥ B UX TIOCEICHHE.

W BOT HacTynuMIIa HETIPOTJIsIAHASL HOUb, U (DaKeJIbl Ha JEPEBSIHHBIX CTEHAX OCBEIAI MECTHOCTb
BOKpyT cenenusi. CTpaKHUKU HE CHajiv, HaOMoasi Mo CTOpOHaM. B pykax OHM JiepKasid KOTbsl, B
HOKHAX HAXOIWJIUCh MEYH, a TeJIO 3alHIIaia TshKesasi Koabuyra.

Brpyr Bnepenu nokazascst cBet. OH HanpasJIsuics: B CTOPOHY nocesnienus. [1o mepe npudmke-
HUS CTPAXKHUKY TIOHUMAJTH, YTO 3TO IIeJT OJJMH YeJIOBeK ¢ (hakesioM B pyke. Korna oH npudbmmsuics
K JIEPEBSIHHBIM CT€HaM, OJJMH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB OCTAHOBHJI €T0.

— Croi! Kro TakoB?

— 3papaBcTByiiTe, oM JA00pbie! — OTBETWJI HE3HAKOMEIl, MOKJIOHUBINCh. — CTpaHHUK f.
3abmyauicsi BOT, — IIOCMOTpEN OH MO CTOpoHaM. — Vckan Houwrera. 3aBUieB CBET, HANIPABUIICS K
Hemy. [Ipuien g k Bam. Ilycrure HOUKY TEMHYIO ITEPEKAATD.

— M3BUHH, CTpaHHUK, — OTBEYAJI EMY JIPYro CTpPaXHUK, — HE BEJIEHO HUKOTO IycKaTh. CTynai
CBOEM JJOPOTOM.

— CmuiyiiTech, BOMHBL. Y MEHs €CTh JEHbI'M, HO HET HU BOJbI, HA MTUTHSI.

— Orox, 4yTo Jin? — CTPOro CcKasaj MepBbli CTpaXHUK. — He BesieHo HUKOro BIycKars !

B TemHoTe nokazanuchk age ¢purypbl. OHM OBICTPO MPUOTUZUINUCH, BBIIPHITHYJIM U3 TEMHOTHI,
3aMpBITHYJIM Ha BBICOKYIO CTEHY U HAOPOCHIIHCH Ha CTPaKeu.

AHaKCUMaHIp TMPOCHYJICS OT Pa3AMPAIONIMXCS KPHUKOB CTPaXKHUKOB, OTOPBaB TOJIOBY OT
noxynku. Psaaom B 00bATHSAX Jexkana Mapusi.

My:xurHa OBICTPO BCTaJl, HAKUHYJT OICXK/Y Y BHITJISIHYI Ha yiuity. [To cenenuio Geraim yepHbie
CO3/IaHM 1, HEBUJAHHBIE EMY MPEsK/Ie ¥ CTPAKHUKH, a TAKKe JPYTe BOUHbI, KOTOPBIE JPAJIUCh C HUMH.
OH cpazy MOH:I, YTO HA HUX Harai. B3sB Korbe B yrity, My)KUrMHa BbIOSKAI HA YIIUILY.

[NoBciony pa3naBauch KPUKU KEHIIMH, TUIA4 JIeTel, MpeJcCMepTHbIE KPUKK MYykuiH. Hekoro-
pble 0Ma, U3 KOTOPBIX Pa3JaBajiCh KPUKH O TOMOIIH, ObLIA OOBSITHI TIaMeHeM. BopoTa HacTexb
OTKPBITHI, ¥ HENPUSATENb BOEra ¢ (hakeaaMu, MOKUTast BCe BOKPYT 1 yOuBas Bcex. YepHble co3a-
HUS C JITKOCTBIO BCKapaOKMBAJIUCh HA JJOMA, MPOJAMBIBAJIM MX CTEHBI U KPYUIMJIM BCE BOKPYT.
Henpusitens sIBHO MPEBOCXOANT B CHJIE.

AHakcHMaH[Ip CIOBHO BN B CTYIOP, Jepka Kombe B pyke. Ero mpoHsuia 6oib u oT4asiHue
3a CBOM Hapo[, Bellb OH MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO ITO yKe KOHell. Hempusitenb, KOTOPOro OHU He
071071e/1, HACTHT uX. My)X4rHa 1ake He TIOJ03PeBaJl, YTO MPOTUBHUK CMOXKET HANTH UX M HAUTU TaK
OBICTPO, Bellb BCE CJIe/Ibl OTCTYIUICHUS] OHM YHUUTOXIIH. [leHb MpoIIies, Kak Bpar OKa3aJics 37ech.
M BOT OH Teneps KpyLIUT BCE CEJICHUE.
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AHakCcMMaH[Ip MOCMOTpEJT HaJIeBO: YepHOe CO3/IaHKe, JIMIIb BHEIIHE HATIOMHMHAIOIIEe Yeso-
BEKa, BIPbI3JIaCh B KPUYABIIYIO KEHIIMHY, ¥ TIOBAJIIJIO ee Ha 3eMJTi0. My:KU4rHa MOCMOTpET HallpaBo:
ero COpaTHUKM OWJIMCh HACMepTh, U UM TpeOoBasiach momoib. OH He 3HaJ, 4To Jenarh. Ho koraa
C €ro JIoMa CIpbIrHy/Ia ¥ MPU3eMIIIIAch Mepell HUM Ha 3eMJII0 YepHOE UyIOBHUIIE, AHAKCUMaH/Ipa
OXBaTWJIa SIpOCTh ¥ THEB. OH B35UT KOIbe 00EMMHU PyKaMU U BOTKHYJI B cepjlie Bpara. TBapb 3aBbljia
oT 060, ¥ MOBAJMJIOCH Ha 3eMTI0. MyX4YMHA TIOMHSUT C TPyNa Med U IMIUT U OPOCHUJICS Ha MOMOIIIb
cBouM Jpy3bsiM. OH apaicst Kak 6e3yMHbIi. KpoBb Xstectana B ctoponsl. Ero Med HacTuran Bparos
BHOBb 1 BHOBb, HO 9TOT'O SIBHO OBUTO HeiocTaTouHO. [IpoTnBHUK onepxuBai BBepx. Ho AHakcumaHap
MIPOJOJIKAII CPaXkKaThCsl M He coompasics caaBarbesi. OH 3anmiai ceds, CBOM JOM, CBOM Hapol, CBOIO
Mapwmio... Mapus! Tonbko ceiluac MyKu4rMHa OCO3HaJI, YTO OCTaBUJI €€ OfIHY. [IBepb OTKpbLIaCch U Ha
YJIUITy BHIIUIA OHA C MEYOM B pyke. UymoBuile 0OEpHYIOCH YEIOBEKOM M clioMalio Koribe. Ilepen
HEl CTOST MOJIONON TTapeHb B TPSI3HOM 000pBaHHOM ofiestHur. OH 0OepHYII B €e CTOPOHY TOJIOBY U
37100HO y/IBIOHYIICSI. Mapus B3sij1a Med 00eMMH PyKaMU M BHICTABHJIA €10 Briepe/l. My KuHa 3aImyCTH
PYKY 3a CIIMHY | JIOCTaT U3 ceOsl OCTaBIIYIOCS YacTh KOmbsl. JKeHIMHA B yKace HaOmogaua 3a ero
JeWCTBUSIMH, HO OTCTYTIATh He coOupasiachk. TOJBKO JIUIIL OTOIIA B CTOPOHY OT Aoma. Bpar moOesxka
B aTaky, MbITAsACh MOPA3UTh ee KombeM, HO Mapwus 3ammmaiack. OH cXBaTUJI €€ PyKy C MEUOM M
BBIBEpHYJI. 7KeHIIMHA 3aCTOHAIA OT OOJIM U BBIPOHMIIA OPYXKHE.

AHakcMMaH[Ip, 3aMETHB 3TO, TPOOUBAJICS Yepe3 TOJITY BOMHOB, HATIPABJISISICh K JKEHE.

— Mapus!! — npokpuyai oH.

HpOTI/IBHI/IK B34J1 €€ 3a TOpJIoO U C CI/UIOfI, KaK Ha KOJI, HAllOpOJI Ha 4YaCTb KOIIbA. >K€HH_[I/IHEI
3aKpbUIa I71a3a OT OOJMU M pacKpblia PpOT, UCITYCTHB CTOH.

— Mapus-a-1-s!! — npokpruyas AHaKCUMaHAP.

Omna ynana Ha KOJIEHH U M30 pTa MOTeKJIa KPOBb.

3amMaxHyBIIKCh, MyKUYMHA OPOCHJI M€Y, M OH MOpa3l MPOTUBHUKA. TOT yman B CTOPOHY, HO
BCTaJI U OPOCHIICS B aTaKy Ha APYTMX OKPYKABIIHX €ro JIOACH.

AHakcMaH[p OPOCUJI IITUT, ¥ TYT MY B CIIMHY BOH3WJIACh CTpelia. My KUnHa pacripocTep pyKH,
OTKPBIB POT, M yray HaB3HWYb. OH MOJHS IPSA3HOE JIMLIO U B3MJISIHYJ HA jKeHy. Mapus Jiexana Ha
OOKy, a U3 paHbl TekJa KpoBb. [71a3a HanonHsumMch cne3amu. OIHY pyKy OHa MprKajia K Tpyad, a
APYroil — TSAHYJIach K HEMY.

AHakcMMaH[Ip, CTUCHYB 3yObl ¥ IIpeBO3MoOrasi 00J1b, MEJJIEHHO 1013 K Hell. KpoBb ok parmBasia
€ro oacxkKay Ha CITMHE B KpaCHbIﬁ IBET. HOBCIOI[y CJIBIIIAJIUCh KPUKHW PAHEHBIX U YMUPAIOIINX, JOMa
rOpeJIu, I€TH TUIAKAJIM. .. BOT X nayibLsl KOCHYJIUCH OpYT Apyra. My:x4urHa peonosien yCuiue, nots-
HYJICSI M KpenKo B3s1 Mapwuio 3a pyky. [lis1 Hee 3Toro 0puto gocrarouno. OHa 3Hana, 4To OH ee BCe
errie moouT u Oyaet moouTtsh. Ho ero pedGeHka oHa yke 1aTh eMy He CMOKET M OH HUKOT/Ia €rO He YBU-
aut. Cre3sl CHOBa M CHOBA HABOPAYMBAIMCH Ha IJIa3ax keHIMHbl. OHa cMOTpesia eMy B I71a3a, YTOObI
HaBCer/a 3allOMHHTh €ro KPacHBbIM, BIIOOJIEHHBIN B3MIsAA. VI OH cMOTper eii B I1a3a, 4ToObl HaBCe-
I71a 3aOMHUTH BCIO TY JIIOOOBb, YTO OHH M3JIydaan. Mapus emy yiblOHY/Iach, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
CEeKyH] ee YJIbIOKa MCKPUBUJIACh M CJIOBHO 3aCThUla HA MCHOBEHBE, a TIOTOM MEJJICHHO McYesla C
muna. Barsaa ee ra3 3acteul Ha HeM. Crie3bl MepecTaiy Teub U3 HUX U AHAKCMMaHIpP TOYYBCTBO-
BaJI, KaK ee pyka ociadna. OHa ymepiia, OCTaBUB eMy CBOM B3IJISI, TOJTHBIN JTIOOBU U YIIBIOKY. Boib
MIPOH3MJIA ero JToOsIIIee Cepalle, U OH TOPbKO 3aIUIaKall, yTKHYBILIHUCH JIUIIOM B Ipsi3b. [IoTOM BHOBb
MIOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee, CJIOBHO HaJlesiCh, YTO OHA HE yMmepia U Bce Oy[eT XOpOIIo, U OHU BHOBb OyIyT
BMecte. Ho B3missn Mapuu no-nipeskHeMy ObuT IycThIM. OH MOTSHYJICS K HEl ¥ IPUTPOHYJICS TyOamu
K ee pyke. CioHu U ciie3bl TOKpbUH ee. OH 1eI0BaJl CBOIO JKeHy U miakai. [lotom motsHyscs K ee
rojioBe M yOpas BOJIOCH C JiuIia. AHaKCUMaHJp TorenoBal Mapuio B TyObl M HaBcerza 3aKpbll ee
I71a3a, a T0cyIe CKJIOHMJI CBOIO TOJIOBY €l Ha Tpyab. MyX4KHa B3sU1 €€ PyKYy U IPUCIOHUII €€ K CBOeH
nieke. Tak OH U Jiexkal, UCTeKast KPOBBIO M TOPBKO TIaYa 10 MOTepe CBOeH JIIOOUMON.

[Tporna HOYb, U HACTYNIJIO paHHee YTpo. YepHO-Oesblil AbIM OT CTOPEBINUX JOMOB ITOJHU-
Majics B HeOo. [locenenue Ob10 pasrpadieHo. Bee nieHHOe HerpusaTes b yHeC ¢ cOOO0i, B TOM YHCIIe
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HECKOJIbKO JIECSITKOB JKEHIIMH. JleTeil, My)KUrMH M CTAPHKOB YOUJIM, & BBUKUBIIUX OTAAIN KPOBOCO-
caMm. Bee ocranbHOE COXKIIIN.

BoeHauanbHUK HenpUsATENsl pasry/IvBajl MO CTOPEBUIMM JOT/Ia OKPECTHOCTSM CEJIeHUs1, KOrna
OHM coOupasch B opory. OH HaTKHYJICA Ha Tena AHakcuMmanapa u Mapun. Henpusitens nogoriesn
K HUM U, PACCMOTPEB MX, TOJIKHYJI TEJIO BOMHA HOTOM, ¥ OHO NIEPEBEPHYJIOCHh Ha cliuHY. OH pacKpbul
POT ¥ TUXO BIOXHYI BO3/1yX. My KUrMHA OTKPBUI 3aIUIaKaHHbIE U IPSI3HBIE 171432 M YBUJIEN Hajl COOOM
CTOSIBIIIETO HENPUSTESI, KOTOPBIH IepKaJl pyKy Ha pyKosiTke Meda. OH yabIOHYJICS KpaeM pTa U IpH-
ceJl Ha KOPTOUKH. Bpar pasriszen ero amio, mocnie 4ero nocMoTpesl Ha JKEHIUHY.

— TBos Bo3MOOIEHHASI? — CITPOCKJT OH.

AnakcuMaHp HU4ero He otBeTr1. C NOMyOTKPBITHIMU I71a3aMU OH IJIs1Ie] HA CBOETO IIPOTHB-
HUKa ¥ TUXO BJbIXAJI BO3AYX PTOM.

— Tbl x0ouenb KUTh? — CIIPOCUIT HETIPUSTEND, B35IB €r0 3a rojoBy. — Vim npeanounTaenis yme-
peThb psaoM ¢ Heil? [lymato, epBblil BapuaHT. Beap Thl XO4ellb MHE OTOMCTUTb, BEPHO?

AnHakcuMaHap cnabo CXBaTWI €ro 3a pyky. Ipyroil pykoil OH TSHYJICS K PSJIOM JieXKaremy
Meuy. BoeHauaJIbHUK 3aMETHIT 3TO ¥ IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYIICS.

— A Tbl He TaKOM, Kak TBOU copaTHUKHU. Thl He caaembesi. Mue HpaBuTcs 3t1o. [oxanyi, s nam
teOe maHc. ToMbKO BOT BOCMOMB3YEIILCS JIM THl UM — TeOe peliaTh.

OH HakJIOHWJICA K HEMY M YKyCWJ 3a 1ieto. Kiblky mpoH3miIM KoKy, 1 AHAaKCUMaH/p TUXO
IIPOCTOHAJ.

KpoBococ otopBajics OT 11eU 1 3aKpbUl 171233, HACIaKJasiCh BKYCOM KPOBH.

— ¥V T1e0s1 BKycHast KpOBb! — MPOrOBOPWII OH M YJIBIOHYJICSI KpOBaBbIMU 3yOamu. — Haiienis
MeHs cam!

OH oTmycTHJI roJNOBY U BCTAJL.

— INoToparuiBaiitTech! — nMpuKasajl OH U, B3MJISIHYB €llle pa3 Ha AHAaKCUMaHjIpa, yIlel.

Honro nexasn oH Ha 3eMJie, YyBCTBYS, KakK 51 MEJIEHHO NopazaJll Bce ero Teno. C MoayoTKphl-
THIMH TJIA3aMU CMOTpEJ OH B Oesio-crHee He00, KOTOPOe 3aKPbUT IbIM OT TOPEBIIMX JOMOB.

— Mapus! Mapusi! — THXO menTan ryobl My KYUHBI.

My:)urHa He MOT TIOIIEBEIUTh HU OIHUM WieHOM. EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO OH OHEMeN U MpeBpa-
THJICS1 B KAMEHb.

W AnakcumaHp 3aKkphiy IJ1a3a, Kak Oyaro norpy3usics B con. OH ymep. Ho He kak BouH, moruo-
i B 0010, a CKOpel, Kak TUICHHUK si/la, KOTOPBIH Tiepean eMy Bpar kKak 6one3nb. Cepylle B HeM
OCTaHOBUJIOCh, HAaBCET/1a, HO ’KU3Hb MTPOJOJIKaJla CYIIECTBOBATh B TEJIe M OHA YK€ COBCeM MHas. B
HEll HET CMbIC/Ia, HET ONPE/EIEHHbIX [UIaHOB MM 1iesied. JIMb ofiHa 1eib — YTOJIMTh HEHACBITHYIO
Kax 1y KpPOBU.

Bort ero nmanbip nomeBenck. 3ateM pyku. Horu. Bot oH oTkpbut 11a3a. Hebo yxe ObLI1O
TeMHO-CUHUM. CTyIIaJIMCh TY4H, TOTOBBIE TIPOJUTHCS MOIITHBIM JIMBHEM. | Ie-TO MOOIM30CTH MOCITBI-
1aJICS LIYM.

AHaKkcUMaH[Ip MPUIIOAHSIICS, OCMATPUBasCh, CIIOBHO BIIEPBbIE HaXOAWICH B 3TOM MecTe. He
BCTaBasi, My)KUMHa [TOBEPHYJICS Ha 3eMiie. B iecsTke MeTpe OoT Hero cpeau Bellel U TPYINoB KOIo-
IIAJICS YEJIOBEK, OJIEThI B YEPHBIN, MECTaMU ABIPSBBIMA, CTAPBI OaJIaXOH, KOTOPHIA CKPHIBAT €r0
roJioBy. PykaBa AJIMHHBIE M OH MOCTOSTHHO WX 33/IMPaJl, YTOOBI OIHSATH C 3eMJIM KaKOH-HUOYIb TTpeI-
MeT.

My:xunHa BcTan Ha HOru. TyT HE3HAKOMeELl 3aMep B COTHYTOM TOJIOKEHUU, TOTOM BBIITPSAMUIICS
1 00EpHYJICS K HEMY.

AHaKkCcMMaH[Ip TOIHST MeU M €O 3710001 MPOrOBOPWII, YKa3bIBasi UM Ha HE3HAKOMIIA:

— Tl emie k0 Takoit?!

OH caenan war Ha3aj U NOAHUT pyKu. PykaBa onmycTuinch, U MyK4rHa yBUJIEJ CTapble IpsiX-
JIble PYKHU YeJIOBEKa.
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MyxunHa HaxMyprs1 OpOBH, KOTJIa MOJOIIEN K He3HaKoMITy. Med OH JI0 CHX Top Jepkajl B
HaIlpaBJIeHUN YyXkaKa.

— K10 TH1?

— He yOuBaii MeHs1, BOUH! — pa3faJicsl XpUIUIOBaThI roJI0C HE3HAKOMIIA M OH MTOIHST KAITIOIIOH
OanaxoHa. — § — OTIIENBHUK, KOTOPBIH JIMIIAJICS CBOETO JIOMA.

[epen AHaKCMMaHIPOM MPEACTAN CTapHK, JIMIO KOTOPOTO MOKPBUIA TIIYOOKHE MOPIIMHBI.
['maza rmyOoKO BMaiy M BHIpaKaM CTpax MpH BUJE Meya, a ryosl ero qpoxani. OH Bech Cropomcs
U, KaK [0Ka3aJI0Ch MY)KUYMHE, TOTOB ObUI 3aIJIaKaTh.

— Yo TeGe Hy)KHO? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— Enpl HEMHOTO ¥ IUThSI B IOPOT'Y, — IPOTOBOPUJI CTAPHK. — A ellie XOTes0ch Obl 00yBb HAUTH, —
n00aBHJI OH M TOAHSUI TOJIbI OataxoHa. Horm ero okazaimch KpOBaBbIMHU U TPSIZHBIMU.

My>K4rHa OITYCTHJI MeY Y TIPOTOBOPUII C TPYCTHIO U OOJIbIO, TIOCMOTPEB 10 CTOPOHAM:

— Bepwu Bce, uto TeGe HykHO. Beem, KTO 37ech paHblIe KWL, 3TO YKe He MOHAJOOUTHCS.

OH pasBepHyJICSI M MEIJICHHO CTymasi, HarpaBuwics K Mapun. Ctapuk oOpaTii BHUMaHUe Ha
TMOJIOMAHHYIO CTpeJTy, TOPYaBIIYIO U3 CIIMHBI AHAKCUMAaH/pa.

— ThI paneH, — ckazai OH.

My>X4rHa BOTKHYJI M€Y B 3eMJTIO U OITYCTHJICSI HA KOJICHH TIepej1 TPYIIOM JKEHBI.

— DT0 7151 MEHS YK€ He BaXKHO, — U CJIe3bl BHOBb 00PA30BAJIHICh HA €T0 IV1a3ax Mpy BUAE MepT-
BOi1 Mapum.

CrapuK, CHIOTHIKasICh, HAIPABUJICS K HEMY, TOA00paB Mosbl 6anaxoHa. Vim oBnazena TpeBoX-
HOCTb, ¥ KOT/Ia OH TIOJIONIeN K AHaKCUMaHJpy, TO OXBaTWI U cTpax. OH ¢ OOJIBIIMMYU PACKPHITHIMU
I71a3aMH IJIsi/IeNT Ha YKYC Ha IIeM MYKUYHMHBI, KOTOPBIH ellle 0 KOHIIA He 3aKHIL.

— Her, BouH, a5 T€6s1 3TO OUEHDb BaKHO.

— O yeM THI? — 00epHYJICA AHAKCUMaHIP. — S IOTepsiy KeHy, — OTBETHJI OH ¥ BHOBb [TOCMOTpEJT
Ha Mapuio. — Uto MoxeT ObITh BakHee?

— Tol HOTEPSIT HE TOJIBKO €€, HO ¥ CBOIO KU3Hb, — 0001 CTAapK AHAKCMMAaH/pa U BCTaJI BO3JIE
TOJIOBBI KEHIIMHBI, C TEM K€ B3IJISIZIOM CMOTPSI HA MYXXUHHY.

— Thl ipaB: 51 OTEPST U KU3Hb, KOTAA yMepJia OHa.

— 41 He 00 3TOM, — MPOTrOBOPMJI CTAPUK W TPUCEN HAa KOJICHHU, MHITasCh BIJISACTHCS B JIUIO
MYKYUHBI. — ThI JIMIIUJICSA CBOEH KU3HU HE TIOTOMY, YTO OHa yMepJia.

AHaKCMMaH[Ip B3IJISHY/I HA HETO M CIIPOCHIT:

— A nouemy?

W crapuk mokasai najiblieM Ha MECTO yKyca.

My>X4rMHa IPUTPOHYJICS K 11iee, U eMy cTajio 0ompHO. OH yOpas pyKy U yBHIE Ha HEll KPOBb.

— Yro 310? Pana?

— Her. 910 ykyc.

— Yro? — nporienTtan AHaKCUMaH[p.

— Teb6s oOpatum, — BO BCe I71a3a CMOTpPE Ha HEro CTapuK.

— Yro 3HauaT TBOM CJIOBa, cTapue?

— OHM 3HaYaT, YTO THI CTAJI OJIHUM U3 TEX, KTO Haas Ha TBOU JIOM.

AHakcrMaHIp OBICTPO BCTAJT M B3sUT CTAPHKA 32 TUIEUH, TOIHSB HAa HOTH.

— To1 3Haemb kTo onu? ['ne mue ux Haitu? ['ne oHu XKuByT?

Crapuk pactepsiicsi, HO OTBETUI:

— O6bIYHO-0-0. .. B TIeIIepax.

— B nemepax? — cnpocuit My’>KUnHa, HE TIOHUMasi CJIOB CTApUKa.

— Jla, B nemepax.

— Kakwe monu OyayT kuth B nierepax?

— O-0-0HU He JIIO/IU, — CO CTPAXOM OTBETUJI CTAPHK.

AHaKCUMaH[p CIBUHYJ OPOBHU.
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— Tak k1O %€ oHU?

— VIX Ha3bIBAIOT BAaMITMPAMH, — BXKABIIUChH, OTBETUJ CTapye.

I'maza BomHa 3a0eraim 1o CTOpoHaM.

— 41 chpIman ereH il 0 HUX M CYMTAII, YTO OHU BBIIyMKa.

— 41 Toxe Tak cuutan. Ho Korma oHM Hamany Ha MOIO IEPEBHIO, sl IOHSUL, YTO 3TO He Tak. S
YyJOM BBUKHJI, TOJIBKO BOT 3aueM. Jist yero? — OmycTUsI CTapyK TosoBy. — MokeT ObITh, JIs1 TOTO,
YTOOBI MOBE/IATH 3TO TeOe?

— 4 BuIen uynoBHILl, KOTOPBIE MMEIH OOJINYbE YeJIOBEKA, — 33yMUYMBO CKa3al AHAaKCUMAaH/p. —
He yx-T1o 310 Bammiupsl, ctapue?

— Onu camble. ITO TBOSA keHa?

— Jla, — ¢ TpYCTBIO OTBETUJI MY)KUMHA.

— Coborne3nymo TeOe, BOMH. S Toke MoTepsii BceX CBOUX OJM3KHX.

— Mory 54 s caenartb ee Takou, Kak si?

— Henb3s1 BIOXHYTH HOBYIO )KU3HB B TOTO, KTO Y:ke ymep. Tebe Obl MOTOpONHTHCS: HAIBUTACTCS
rposa.

AHakcMMaH[Ip IJISTHYJ B CTOPOHY: BeTep Ay MPsIMO Ha HUX OOJIbIINE, TPO3HBIE TEMHO-CHHUE
TYYH.

— Toiinem. 3neck HeJAIEKO eCTh OTHO MECTO, TJIe MOXHO OYyJeT YKPBIThCS.

My>X4rHa B35 HA PYKU KEHIIMHY W TIOCJIeJOBAJI 32 CTAPUKOM.

len cuipHbi MBeHb. CBEpKaIM MOJHHUM, ¥ TPEMeN TPOM, Korja AHAKCUMAaHAP M CTapuK
YKPBUIKCh B Tellepe, pecTapsioniee u3 cedst Hebombloe yriyosnenue. Ctapye cues, MpUCIOHUB-
IIUCh CMIMHOM K XOJIOZIHOM CTEHE, U C TPYCThI0 HAOMOal, KaK MYyKUYMHA PasriiaXyBajl BOJOCH Ha
roJIoBe CBOEl BO3MIOOIEHHOM, a B €r0 IJia3ax 3acThUId cyie3bl. OH C YMUJICHHEM 3allOMUHAIT ee Kpa-
CHBBIE UepThl JiuIa. MyKunHa cOOMpacs ee MOXOPOHUTH U Terephb B MOCIIEAHUI Yac JII0OOBAJICS ee
KpacoToM.

AHakcuMaHIp OTOpBaJI B30p 0T Mapuu 1 nnocMotpelt Baaiis. B neca. B ropel. BoamoxHo, rie-
TO TaM CIPSITAJICS €r0 Bpar, KOTOPBIM MPUYMHIII eMy Hensriaaumylo 6omb. Cepriiie My KUMHBI Tiepe-
TIOJTHSIJTa HEHABKCTD U Kaskia MecTi. OH MoTepsi1 Bee: JII0OUMYIO sKeHY, CBOM JOM, OyAyIIUX AeTell. . ..
Emy Ternepb HIUEro He OcTaeTcsl, Kak OTHICKATh CBOETO Bpara v 3a0paTh Y Hero Bce, BKITI0Yast )KU3Hb.

[Tporen noxap, 1 Tyun pacxonuiuch. Ha xonme, Heaaneko ot 1oMa, BBIpbITa sIMa, BO3JIE KOTO-
POl Ha YepHOW TKaHU Jiexxana Mapusi co CKpeleHHBIMU pyKamMH Ha rpyau. AHaKCUMaHAp CHUJIEeN
niepen Hell Ha KoneHsX. Cre3bl Mo-npekHeMY CTOSUTA Y Hero B IJla3ax, M OH KOPHJI ceOs 3a TO, YTO
HE CMOT €€ 3aIllUTHUTb.

My>k4rHa TIPOBEJ PYKOM IO BOJIOCAM KEHIIMHBI, TIOJIOKHUII CBOIO PYKY Ha €€ PyKH, CKJIOHHJICS
HaJl HeW M MpOLIeNTa:

— Ipomait, modumas! Korna-HuOyap s BHOBb YBHIKY TeOsl, HO HE B 3TOM MHUpE.

AmnakcumManp nonenoai Mapuio B ryObl, 3a)KMypHB I1a3a U cMUpsis ciie3bl. [locie oH 3aBep-
HYJI TKaHBIO TEJIO KEHIIMHBI, B3sUT €T0 HAa PYKH U aKKYPaTHO YJIOKUJI B sIMY, a TIOCTIe Havyasl 3aKaribl-
BaTh. CTapuK MOMOTa eMy, KpsIXTs 1po ceOs.

— I'me s Mmory ux HaiiTu? — cripamuBaj AHaKCUMaH/Ip CTaplia, KOrjaa OHU CTOSUIA CPEIU Cro-
PEBIINX JOMOB.

— He yXx-To Tbl XO4ellIb OTHPABUTHCS OOWH? — U3YMUJICS CTApUK, BCTAB CO CrOpEBIIEH JIpeBe-
CHHBI.

— A uto? Wnu Thl XOuelIb OTIpaBUTHCS co MHOW? MHe yxe TepsaTh Heuero. Camoe JIoporoe st
yXke notepsul. I'ie MHe uX HallTH? — OBTOPUJI OH CBOM BOIIPOC.

Crapuk nomxan ryosl. OH MOHMMAJ, TO JJaKe €CIM OH U He CKaKeT, AHAaKCUMaHJp BCE PaBHO
OTIPABUTHCS B TyTh UCKATh YOUNILY CBOEH KEHBI.

— Bujumis Te ropsl u jieca? OHU NPUIIUIA C TOW CTOPOHBL. BO3MOXHO, y HUX Tam JioroBo. B
TEX ropax O4eHb MHOTO IeELep.
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CrapuK IJIsHYJ Ha OOJBIIION MEIIIOK C OPYKHUEM U JOOABHIT:

— UIX He yOUTh TaKUM OPYKHEM.

— O yeM ThI, cTapue? — cripocryl AHaKCUMaHJp, B3TPOMO3JMB MEIIOK ceOe Ha TJICUH.

— Tol He yOBEIIb WX ITUM OpYKUEM, — MOBTOpWII OH. — OHO chenaHo u3 xkene3a. Cepedpo —
BOT, YTO TeOe HYKHO. DTOT METal MOXKET MPUYUHUTh UM HE TOJBKO CEPbe3HBI Bpesl, HO Jaxe U
youts. Tebe HyKHO cepeOpo, BOVH.

AHaKkCcMMaH[Ip BBIPOHWII MEIIOK, U PYKU €ro OMYCTHJIHCh, OyATO OH craiics. JKene30 rpoMKko
yIaJio Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Otkypna xe y MeHs cepeOpo, ctapue? Y MeHs ero Her.

— Toraa myThb TBOII onaceH u Oecrose3eH, XOTs. . ., — OH 3aITHYyJICS.

— Yro, crapue? He Tomu! MosBu MHe €JI0BO CBOE.

— ThI cTanm OHUM U3 HUX U Yy TeOs eCTh IIAHC, XOTh M MajleHbKUi. Thl BaMIup U Takow ke
OBICTPBIN W CHIIbHBINA, Kak oHW. Ho 11t TOro, 4to0bl y TeOst Oblia MX cuiia, Tebe HykHa KpoBb. Ho
HUKOI/Ia He TIPoOYyH YeI0BeYeCKOr KPOBH, MHAYe OOEPHEIIbCS TAKMM, KaK OHH.

— Droro He OyaeT! — pemMTeTbHBIM IOJIOCOM 3as1BUJI AHAKCUMAHP.

— Torma B n0o6psiit myTh! Ho TeOe mpuaeTcsi BHIABUHYTHCS HOUBIO, — IIPOTOBOPUII CTAPUK U
nocMotpes Ha He0o. — CKopo cosHIle MPOOBETCS CKBO3b TYYU. Sl CIIBIIIA, YTO OHO CMEPTENIbHO
OIACHO ISl BAMIIMPOB. Bynib OCTOpOsKEH.

AHaKCMMaH[Ip TOJIONIEN K CTAPUKY M B3sUI €r0 32 IJICYH.

— Cnacub6o tebe, crapye.

— Her, tebe crnacr6o, BouH. BO3MOXHO, ThI TIEPBBII KTO OPOCHJT M BBI30B. Yiauu TeOe BO
BCEM U JIa XpaHAT TeOs Hebeca.

Crapuk MeJIeHHO HallpaBUJICS CBOE JOPOTOil, MPUXBATHB Y3€JIOK C BelllaMHU, OI0OPaHHBIMU
B CTOpEBIIEM MOCeNIeHUH. AHAKCUMaHIp ¢ OJ1ar0AapHOCTHIO MOCMOTPET €My BCJIE, a MOCIIe BIMTISTHYT
Ha Memok ¢ opyxueM. OH Bce ke B3sJ1 OOWH Me4 U yOpasl ero B HOXHbI. Bamrup HampaBuics B
neiepy, YToObl JOKIAThCSI TEMHOTHI.

Koraa nactynmuia HOUb, AHAKCUMaHIIp MpOOHpaJICsl CKBO3b Jiec. biarogapss HOBOMY 3peHHIO
OH OYEHb XOPOIIO pa3iuyajl Bce B Moaympake. BoT oH ocraHoBWIICA, paccibiliaB IyM. Briepeau
npoOesxay J1Ba cepbix Bosika. OCTaHOBUBINKMCH, OHHU MTOBEPHYJIU TOJIOBBI B €T0 CTOPOHY, HABOCTPHB
yum. MyKurHa OCTaHOBHJICS B O’kuJaHuK. OIMH BOJIK 3aCKYJIHIT M TPHXKAJICS K pyromy. BosmoxkHoO,
Bomumiia. ToT, He OTpBIBAsICh, ITIs/IEN Ha Uykaka. BoJk 3aperyas, HO HE CABUHYJICS C MeCTa.

— 3! 4 Bac He TPOHY, — MPOrOBOPHII AHAKCUMaHp. — MHe HYXKHO Ty/a, — YKa3aJl OH MPsIMO.

Bork moHioxa 3eMI1i0, ¥ OHU HAallPaBIJIKCh B CBOIO CTOPOHY, YCTYIIUB JIOPOTY.

My>xurHa yIBIOHYJICSI KpaeM pTa U TOIIeNl CBOMM ITyTeM. BoJibliie eMy HUKTO He BCTPETHIICS.
JIviub u3pesika OH CibliIai BOM BOJIKOB.

AHakcrMaHIp B30Mpaics MO CKJIOHY, KaK BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE MIOKAIBIBAHUE B HOTaXx.
Bhavasne Bamrup He 0OpaTHJI Ha 3TO JOJKHOE BHUMAaHHWE, HO 3aTeM BCE TO MPEBPaTUIIOCh B UyB-
CTBUTEJIbHYIO O0JIb, KOTOPYIO HE 3aMETHUTh MOMPOCTY HeJlb3s1 ObLIO, M MyKUYMHA OcTaHOBMIICS. Ternepb
Takasi e 0osb Hauasiach U B pykax. [Torom Bo Bcem Tene. Bee ero teso OyaTo mMpoH3MIIO CYJOPOTOi.
AHakcMMaHIp ynan v 3aKpuyai. Pyku u Horu ckopumiio ot 6omu. [TomrMo Hee OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KakK
BECh €ro OPraHM3M CJIOBHO TepecTpauBajics. Bot Tonbko mogo yro? Koctu ero Hauasm Xpycrers, U
BaMITUP MIePEBEPHYJICS Ha CITUHY. MBIIIIBI TBepAeId. B HUX CIOBHO HaKaIrMBalIach OrpOMHasI CHIA.
Teno oxBaruna 1poxb. OHO, TO CKOPYMBAJIOCH OT OOJH, TO BHITMOATIOCh BMECTE C KOHEYHOCTIMU. B
UTOTE BaMITHP 3aCThLT Ha OOKY, pa30pocaB pyKH M HOTH B CTOPOHBI.

OH ouHyJICS, KOT/Ia TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO Ha HETO ABIIIUAT. MyKYMHA MEIJIEHHO OTKPBLT
r1asa. YBueB nepes coOo# Jiary, BAMITHP TMOHSUI, YTO HAJl HUM CTOSIT ME/IBE/Ib.

AHakcMaH[Ip TiepeBepHyJIcs Ha OOKY U OBICTPO BCTaJI HA HOTH, OTOM/S OT )KMBOTHOTO. Me-
Be/Ib B3peBeJI M BCTaJI Ha 3a/IHUE Jiarbl. MyKUnHa c/ienall JBa JJIMHHBIX Iara BIepe v yaapui 3Bepst
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KYJIaKOM B HMBOT. MeBe/ib Kak IUTIOIIeBasi UTPYILKA IIPOJIETEN B BO3AyXE OKOJIO JECATKA METPOB U
yIaJ Ha 3eMJII0, U3JaB CTOH, MI0C/IE YEro 3aThX.

Bammnup Gbut omenomiien pesynbrary. OH BO BCe IJ1a3a MOCMOTpes Ha 3Beps. [ToTom misiHy:
Ha CBOM PYKHU U MPOLIETITAL:

— Y10 3T0? — ¥ OH CKaJl KyJIaKHu.

AHakcMaH[Ip ele He 0CO3HAJI, YTO CTajl oOjaaaTeneM cBepXcuibsl. Hu onuH Bammup, a Tem
Oosee JenoBek, He 00Iaaami TaKOW KOJIOCCATbHOM CHIION. V1 OH HEBOJIBHO BCEMY TOMY YJIBIOHYJICS.
Ero Bropyr oxBaruia pagocTb. XOTenoch Oexarb, U OH nodexan. TyT-To AHaKCMMaHAp U OOHapy-
XKWJI, 9TO CIIOCOOEH MEepeIBUTATLCS ropaszio ObicTpee yenoBeka. OH OCTAHOBUIICS U OTJISTHYJICS: a He
MOKAa3aJI0Ch JIU eMy. B IefCTBUTENIBHOCTH 0Ka3aJloCh TO, YTO OH YK€ BBIOEKAJ U3 Jieca, IMPeoaosieB
ckJIoH. Kpyrom pocna Menkas pacTUTENIbHOCTb, KOTOpasi JaJIeKO YXOIuIa B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Brie-
peay BHOBb HAUMHAJICS] TEMHBII JIEC, 32 KOTOPbIM UM ropbl. Tyna AHaKCMMaH/p W HalpaBUJIICS.

[Tpomno HekoTOpoe Bpemsl, M OH OKa3aJicsl Ha Mecte. Heckonbko BXOJOB B MELepsl MyKYMHA
cpazy 3ameTiil. CiieBa HaXOnWIICs OUH, YyTh JabllIe, B IPaBYI0 CTOPOHY, BUAHEJICS APyroi. [lanbiie
B yIJIyOJIEHUH TOPBI ITOKA3bIBAJICS TPETUH.

AHakcuMaH[Ip Molesn B JIeBYI0 cTopoHy. He motoMy, 4To 3Hazi, a OTOMy, 4TO J10raJbIBaJIC,
YTO HaIes JIOTOBO CBOMX BparoB. [J1a3a BHOBb «HACTPOMIIMCH» HAa TEMHOTY. B THINIMHE CIIBIIIAUCH
JIETKHUE LIary.

[Ipoiias BriryOb Memepsl, OH 3aMETUIT CBET, KOTOPBIA UCXOAMJI OT (haKesIOB, KOTOPBIX OKa3aJIOCh
MHOXkeCTBO. OHM CTOSUIM B pa3HBIX MECTax, OCBellas BCIO nemiepy. M3 ManeHbKOro TeMHOro KOpH-
J0pa MYKYHH BBIIIE B TIPOCTOPHBIN, OCBeleHHbIN 3au1. [oTonka He ObUIO0 BUIHO, TOCKOJIBKY €ro
CKpbIBaJla HENporisigHas TeMHoTa. CBeT (hakesnoB O HEro He JOCTaBall.

Briepenu nocbimanck roioca. AHaKCUMaH/Ip MPUKAJICS K XOJIOIHOU cTeHe netiepsl. OH yBu-
aen aByx moned. OHM MOSIBUIMCH MEpe]] ero B3OPOM, BbIIISI U3 KOPUIOPA, a MOTOM CKPBUIMChH 32
creHamu neuiepsl. Hactynuna tuimza, 1 MykunuHa MeJIJIEHHO HAIlpaBUJICS BIIEPE,.

[Mpubnmxkasce K TOMy MecCTy, Ky/a BOIILUIM [[Ba YeJIOBeKa, OH 3aMeTus perieTku. [lomxons k
HUM, BAMITUP HAUYMHAJ JI0TaJbIBAThCS, YTO 32 HUMHU MOTYT OBITh Jitoau. [Tomoiist 6:mxke, OH 3aMeTHI
CHUJTY3THI. 3a perieTKaMu Havauoch AprxkeHne. OHM ObUTM CIEIaHbl U3 JepeBa M OKA3aJIMCh TOJICTBIMH,
YTOOBI CJIOMATh MX YEJIOBEKY.

— AHakcuMaH[Ip? — yCbIIIaJl My>K4YKHA KEHCKHUI TOJI0C, KOTAA B35JICS 3a TOJICTBIE AEPEBSHHbIC
MIPYThsI PELIETKH.

— Terst Test? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, U JIyd PaOCTH MOSIBUJICS HA €ro Jimie. 1o Obuia MaTh Mapuu.
Ona npoOpaniach Cper KEeHIIWH, KOTOPhIX 3[1eCh OKa3aJoCh HE MEHbIIE /IBYX JIECSTKOB, U BCTaja
nepen HUM. OHU B3SUIMCh 32 PYKU ¥ 00paIoBaIiCh JPYT APYTY.

— Kak ke 51 pag Bac BUIETh! — mpoIenTan oH.

— A yx mymasia Tel HOru0, Kak ¥ Bce OCTaIbHbIE HAIII MYKYMHBI. §1 He Halllia Cpey yIeNeBIINX
sxeHH Mapuio. Bunen i o1 ee, AHakcumauap?

My:)uKHa OITyCTHJI FOJIOBY U TUXO IPOrOBOPHIL:

— 51 He cmor criactu ee. Mapuu GoJibllie HET ¢ HAMH.

CnoBa MyX4YHMHBI 3aTPOHYJIH ITTyOOKHE UyBCTBA JKEHIIMHBI, ¥ OHA 3aIulaKaia v Mpukasia cBoe
3aIJIakaHHOE JIMIO K pykaM AHaKCUMaHApa.

C3aau NoCIBIIAIKMCh 1IATK U TojIoca M Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH[] U3 JIbIPbl B CTEHE BBILUIUA T
e 1Boe. OHM OCTaHOBUJIMCH KaK BKOIIAHHBIE, 3aBUJIEB UyKaKa.

— A TBI ellle KTO TakoW? — CPOCKJI MYKUMHA U BBIHYJ M€Y U3 HOXKEH.

AmnakcruMaHIp HAOPOCKIICS Ha HETO U, BHIOMB MeY, ThUIbHOW CTOPOHBI PYKH YAAPHUJI €T0 B TPY/b.
[TpoTuBHMKA OTOPOCUIIO B CTOPOHY, ¥ OH YJapHJICS TOJIOBOM O CTEHY M 3aTHX. BTOpOro B3si1 3a ropio
¥ OTOpBaJ OT 3eMJIH. TOT 3aTepeOr1 HoraMy U B THIIMHE Pa3fajics XpYCT MIEHHBIX MO3BOHKOB. OH
OpocHJI TPy B CTOPOHY M B3IJISIHYN Ha TeTio Teo. OHa B ykace OToluIa OT JePEBSHHBIX MPYThEB.
My:xunHa nozomesn K HUM 1 paszinoman ux. Illlenku u Kycku nepesa nosieTeau B CTOPOHBI.
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— Bbl cBOGOIHBI! — TPOrOBOPIII OH U OTOIIIEN, YTOOBI IJIEHHbIE MO BRIATH. HO OHUM mpuxka-
JIMCh IPYT K APYTY U HE LIEBEJIMIIUCh.

— He 6oiitech MeHs! {1 Bac He TpoHYy!

IToTXOHBKY KEHIIMHBI 3aIIEBEININUCH, BCTAIM HA HOTU. BOT oz1Ha BhInLIa. 3atem Bropast. Tpe-
Ths... BOT OHM Bce BBIILIM U BCTAJIM HAIPOTUB AHAKCUMAaHApPA.

Tersa Ted BbllIa Biepen ¥, MPUKOCHYBLINCH K €I'0 JIALLY, CIIPOCHUIIA!

— AHaKkCUMaH/Ip, 4TO OHU C TOOOH caemasm?

— OHu MeHs1 00paTWiIv B TO, Y€M OHU CaMU SIBJISIIOTCSI.

— MBbI He BUJeM paHbllle TAKUX YKaCHBIX UYJIOBHILI, — IPOrOBOPUJIA OHA EHIIMHA B TOJIIE.

— D10 BaMIupbl! — OTBETUJI MyxX4uHa BceM. — U s cran ogHum u3 Hux. Ho Bam He crout
MeHs1 60aThesA. S He Takoi kKak oHu. — OH mocMoTpen Ha TeTio Telo u mpogomkui: — Bee, yero s
Xouy, — HaWTH youiiyy Mapuu. Yxoaure! — oOpaTuiicsi OH BHOBb KO BceM. — MuTe K Hamemy JoMy.
ColGepurte Bce, UTO yILIENENO ¥ YXOAUTE. YXOAUTE NMOJIbIIe OT 3TUX MecCT!

— MaI He yitnem 0e3 cBoMX JeTeit! — jkaJloOHO MPOroBOpHJIA XKEHIIMHA U3 TOMMbL. — [lomoru
HaM cnacTu ux!

— Jleteii oTBeNM B IPYTyIO TElIEPy, — CKazasl Tets Tesl.

BoopyxuBimce BceM, ueM ObUIO, JKEHIIMHBI BBIIUIM W3 TIEIIEPhl U HAMPABUIIMCH BCIIEH 3a
AHaKCHUMaHIpOM.

B npyroii nemepe OHM BCTPETUIIN €111 JBYX BOOPYKEHHBIX MYykUuH. OJJMH U3 HUX BBICTABUJI
BIIEPE/l M€Y U XOTEJI aTaKOBaTh BaMIIMpPa, HO TOT B35 JIE3BHE MEYa U BBIPBAJI €r0 U3 PYK ITPOTUBHHUKA.
OnHUM ynapoM KOITel pa3opBaJl eMy IIe0, U KpOBb OpbI3HYJIa B CTOPOHBI. BTOpoii Bpar ucmyrancs,
YBUJIEB 3TO, OpOCcHI Opyx)ue U caaics. JKeHIIMHbBI B35JTM €r0 32 PYKU U TOJICTAaBUJIM HOX K TOpIY,
YTOOBI OH HE IEeBeIICS. AHAKCUMAaH/IP, KaK U B TIEPBbIN pa3, pa3pylInl JePEeBSIHHbIE PEIIETKH U
ocBoOonu aereid. OHM ¢ TPOMKUMHU KpUKamMK OPOCHIIHCH HA IIe0 CBOUM MatepsiM. Te ke Kpemnko
MX OOHMMAJIH Y TUTAKAJIA OT CYACThSI.

Bamnup B3s1 TUIEHHMKA 32 TOPIJIO U MOAHSUI C KOJIEH.

— I'ne Bce Te, KTO NpuUBe IJIEHHBIX cloa? — CIIPOCKII OH.

— V-ynuin, — oTBedasn My XuMHa.

— Kyna?

— B I'u-runbpuoH.

—I'me 310?

— -4 nmokaxy.

— INokasbiBaii.

OHM BHIIUIM W3 TEIIepbl U OOOILIN e CO CTOPOHBI, TIOIOWIs K OolbiioMy CKJIoHY. OTcona
OTKPBIBAJICS TPOCTOPHBII BUI.

— Bon ['wibpuoH, — cka3asl IVIEHHUK U yKa3aJl aJlblieM Ha JaJIeKUi CBET B TEMHOTE.

— Tenieps THI MHE OOJIBIIIE HE HYKEH, — CKa3al AHaKCUMaHJP.

— [Ipoy, He youBaii Mens! f auib BuIMONHsT MX pukassl! [omanu! — B3MOIWICS TUICHHUK.

— 51 Te6s1 moIaxy, — OTBETHJI My’KUMHA U TIOCMOTPEJ Ha JKEeHIIMH, KOTOPbIE CTOSITA TOJIIION 32
IJIEHHUKOM, — @ BOT 3a HUX 51 HE Py4aloCh.

Bamnup oTBepHysicsl ¥ IOJOIIEN K CKJIOHY.

JKeHIuHBI CTany OKpy:XaTh IJIeHHUKA. KpyroMm oH Bujiesn 3/ble 1 HEHaBUCTHBIE JIMIA, a B UX
I71a3aXx OH BUJEJ CBOIO CMEPTh.

— Iloxanyiicta! — B3MOJIWIICS OH BHOBb.

OpHa KeHIMHA yJapujia ero KaMHeM M0 3aThUIKy. MyXuMHa ynajl Ha KOJEHW U IJIEHHUKa
crayii 3a0MBaTh 10 CMEPTH, YeM MOMAaJI0: HOraMu, KyJakaMH, KaMHSIMH, KyCKaMH JiepeBa, MEJTKIMU
HOXaMH, TOOBITBIMH y BParoB U T.J. Bce, 4To MoBEpHYNOCH MO PYKY B Ielepe, TeM 1 OWJIH.

Tera Tes nopoiia K AHAKCUMaHIPY Y IMTOCMOTPEJIA Ha €ro 3alyMYMBOE JIULIO.

— Tel xouews noiitu onuH? Tyna? — cnpocuia oHa, B3IVISIHYB Ha JAJIEKUil CBET B TEMHOTE.
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— 41 nomxeH HaiiTh yomiiity Mapuu, — IOBEpHYB TOJIOBY, OTBETUJI MYKUMHA. — $1 TOIKEH ero
HalTH, — CKa3aJl OH, IOCMOTPEB B/ajib. — XOUY YBU/IETb, KAK OH YMpET.

— Mui no¥iieM ¢ ToOo#! — TBepIO CKaszajia OHa.

— Hert! — pe3ko npepsan ee myxuuna. — [JoBoibHO cmepreit! Bel ocBoOonmm cBoux aerei! —
oOpatwiics oH Ko BceM. — Crynaiite Teriepb gomor! Cobepute Bce, UTO yIeneno, U yxoaure!

— A Kak e Hallli MyXbs1? — CIIpOocrJIa JKeHIlMHA B Tonre. — KTo 3a Hux orBeTut?

— !V MeHs ecTb 11aHC, XOTh U HEOOJIBIIION.

— OpuH Tl HE CIIpaBUILbCS, — BMEIIAAch Apyras KeHIIMHA. — Thl OOUH, a UX MHOTO. Mbl
noieM ¢ To0o#!

— Bbl — sioau, a onu — 3Bepu!

— DTU 3BepH XOTAT YHUUTOKHUThH YEH-TO JJOM TaK Xke, Kak Hail. Bmecte Mbl 0ObeqUHUMCS U
TMOW/JIEM MPOTUB HUX.

— ¥V Hac MaJjio maHCcoB, YTOOBI JaTh OTIIOP.

— Ho MBI X0Th mombiTaemcst, — ckaza Tetst Test. — Mbl rioiizeM 3a To60ii, AHakcuManap! Beau
Hac!

Cryctst BpeMs 1es1 AHaKCMMaH/Ip 110 TEMHOMY JIeCy. 3a HUM LIUIY JKEHIUHBI C JETbMU, OCBE-
as gopory dakenamu. [lety He OTCTaBaM OT CBOMX Mateper. [l HUX TakoW MyTh OBbUT TSKEIbIM
ucnbitanveM. Ho oHM Aepikaiuch 1 poaoikaiu UATH. AHAKCUMaH/p MIOHUMAJ, YTO OHU U OCTaJIb-
HBIE €ro 3aMeJISI0T, HO MHOTO BBIXO/IA Y HEro yxe He Obuto. OHM IIIJTM 32 HUM U TOTOBBI ObLITM UATH
10 KoHIa. Tereps OH I1aBa 3TOro HeOOJIBIIOrO TUIEMEHH U OH JIOJKEH 3a00TUTHCS O HEM M 3alUIIATh
ero.

AHakcuMaH[pa Tep3aia spocTb U MecTb. OHM NEPENONHSIIN €r0 Iylly, a KPOBb KJIOKOTaja OT
HeHaBUCTU. OH rOTOB OJIMH BCTYIHTh B CXBATKY CO CBOMM MTPOTUBHHUKOM, JIIIIL ObI yTOIUTH KPOBBIO
BPAaroB CBOIO MECTh 32 TIOTEPSIHHYIO JTIOOOBb.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIUCh HAa KOPOTKMI OTABIX, KaK BAPYT YCJbIIAJIM KPHUK, KOTOPBIA pa3falcs
no6mm3octu. Bee ObicTpo BeTamu, 1 AHakcMMaHap rnodeskan Ha 3ByK. Kpuk BHOBb paznancs. Kpu-
yasa keHnmHa. MykuuHa ObICTpPO B30Opasicsi Ha KpyTol CKJIOH. Ilepen HUM mpejcTana KapTuHa:
JBOE BOOPYKEHHBIX MYXYMH KaK Obl HEXOTsl, CMESICb M B TO € BpeMsl, Myrasi, THAJIM KEHIIUHY C
pedeHkoM Ha pykax. Ee amvHHOe TuiaThe HEIUIsioch 3a MeJIKKe KyCTapHUKHU ¥ KOpHU. OHa CIIOTHI-
KaJiach, HO Bce PaBHO MpOokaia Oexarb, a peOSHOK ee MOCTOSTHHO TUIaKaJl.

JKennHa B oyepeqHON pa3 CIIOTKHYJIAch M 0OECCUIICHHAs yraja Ha 3eMiTi0. MyK4UHBI TYT
e OKazanuch Bodsie Hee. OHa npuxkana K cebe pedeHKa 1 3aKpbuia 11a3a. AHAKCUMAHJP CIPBITHYJT
C JlepeBa U MPU3EMJIWJICS Ha HOTU Nepe HUMU. My:KUrHBI OCTAHOBUJIMCH KaK BKOMaHHbIe. Bamnup
MePEeCTYNUJI Yepe3 KEHIIMHY U IEPBbIM HaHeC yAap. [JIMHHbIE KOI'TH pa30opBav LIE0 Bpary, U KPOBb
oOpbI3HYa U0 AHaKCUMaHpa. BTopoii Bpar 3aMaxHyJicsi MEYOM, U MyKYMHA B TOT K€ MHT OCTa-
HOBWJI €T0 PYKY, IOCJIe Yero OfHUM yIapoM CHec emy royioBy. OOe3riaBieHHOe TeJlo PyXHYJIO Ha
3eMJIIO.

Bammnmp o6epHysics. JKeHIyHa MeJIeHHO OTKPBUIA I71a3a v yBUjIena ero. KpoBb, KOTOpO#t oka-
3aJ10Ch Y€ JOCTaTOYHO MHOI0, yapuia B Hoc AHakcuMaH 1py. Ero ria3a cioBHO 3aropesucs, 1 OHU
M3MEHWIU IBET, a BHEITHOCTh €ro M3MeHWIach. JKeHIIMHA 3apoxkana OT CTpaxa, a peOeHOK TMo-
MIPEeKHEMY MTPOIOJIKAIT TUIAKATb.

AHakcuMaH[Ip yrajl Ha KOJIEHU U Ha HUX MOATION3 K JIyke KpoBU. OHa MaHWIIa €ro, U OH KaxJaj
ee. My)X4rHa OIyCTUJ PyKy B KPOBb, M OHa 0Opesia KpacHBIN OTTEHOK. [10TOM rojiHec K JIMITy | 3arax
ee ycusuiicst. OH TOTOB yske ObLT OITpOOOBATH €€ CIIAIKUI BKYC, KaK BAPYT Pa3JaJiCsl JKEHCKUN KPUK:

— Anakcumangp!!

IT0 MMs BBIBEJIO MYKUMHY M3 IJIeHA XKelaHui. [71a3a u3MEeHWIVCh, M OH TIPUILEN B ceOsl.

— AHakcumanzp!! — BHOBb pa3aajicsi KpUK.

Ters Tes u octayibHbIe Oekan K HUM. JKeHIuHa ¢ peOeHKOM MPHUITOJHSIACH, 3aBU/IEB UX.

— He 6oiitech Hac! He Ooiitech! — ycnokanBana ee MaTh Mapun. — Yto ¢ Bamu crydnioch?
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— Ha narry epeBHI0 Hananu! — oTBevasa B ciie3ax KeHIMHA. — TaM ellie OCTaIuCh KEeHIIMHBI
u aeru!

—I'me 310?

Tonbko OHa CIIpOCUIIa, Kak B CTOPOHE OT HUX TOCIIBIIAIUCH KPUKH.

AHakcuMaH]Ip OPOCUIICS B TY CTOPOHY U JKEHIIMHBI IaXe He YCIeIU ero OKJIMKHYTh.

— OH Kak Te 4y/IOBHIIA, KOTOpbIC HAMAJIM Ha HaIlly JISPEBHIO! — CKa3aJia KeHIIMHA.

— MBpI 3Haem, TOJILKO OH Ha Halllell CTOPOHE.

JKeH1uHa mociie 9TUX CJI0B OKMHYJIA MX HIOKHPYIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM.

-V Hac B iepeBHe ecTh OXOTHUKHM Ha BAMITMPOB, — IOsICHWIIA OHA. — Eciii OH Ha Balliei CTopose,
TOTJIa €My YIPOKAaeT OMAaCHOCTh C 0OEUX CTOPOH.

Tersa Tes B3NIsHYNA HA Hee, W B ee Ila3ax MpoOexkal cTpax 3a AHAKCUMaH/Ipa.

A TeM BpeMeHeM OH B sIpOCTH Oexall CKBO3b Jiec. U BbiOekal OH U3 HEero, U MpejcTaia nepe;
HUM TIOJTBIXABIIIAsi OTHEM JIEPeBHsI. BCioy CIBIIAIMCh KPUKY U MOJIBOBI JKEHIIVH, Tiay aetei. Cro-
peBIlMe JOCKU MaJajiy C JOMOB, a OTOHb MPOIOJIKAIT TIOKUPATh UX. BBUKUBIIME JIIOAM B TaHUKE
OexaJii B pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. My XUMHBI APAJIMCh HA CMEPTh CO CBOMM MPOTHBHUKOM, HO OH TPEBOC-
XOZIWJI UX B cuiie. Bammupsl Oeraiv mo KphlliaMm JJOMOB U CBEpXY Harajajid Ha OXOTHUKOB. Takyio
KapTUHY YBUJEJ AHAKCUMAHJP.

B cTopoHe, Bo3jie ropsiiero 31aHus1, MyXXKYMHA 3aBUIEN YeI0BeKa, KOTOPBIH ApajiCs C BaMITU-
pom. OH rope3ait eMy rpyiab cepeOpsiHbIM MEYOM, M KPOBOCOC yrasl Ha KojsieHu. [1o ropsiiemy 1omy
K HEMY HAIpaBJIsUICS ellle OIMH BaMITHP, TOTOBBIM CITPBITHYTh HA HETO CBEPXY.

AHaKCUMaH/Ip KUHYJICS Ha TIOMOIIb U CXBAaTWJI B BO3/lyXe IPOTHBHKKA, KaK TOJIBKO TOT TOIIbI-
TaJics aTakoBaTh. YenoBek 00paTuiI Ha 3TO BHUMaHUE U HAOmoaam 3a ux gpakoil. OHH, KyBBIPKasCh,
MOKATUIIKCh B CTOPOHY. My)KUMHA HABAJIWJICS Ha Bpara, v JJIMHHbIE KOI'TH Pa3pyOnIIu M0, OTIEIUB
TOJIOBY OT TeJIa, MOCJIe Yero OH BCTaJl M OOepHYJICS.

Tem BpeMeHeM BaMITHP, MOPAKEHHBIA MEUOM UeJIOBEeKa, MPHUIIeT B ceOs M BCTA Ha HOTH.

— Beperuch! — KpukHYT AHaKCUMaHApP U OBICTPO MOAOEKAT K HEMY.

CuIbHBIN yJap Y rojioBa MPOTHBHKKA CJIeTeNa C IJIeY, MOKATUBIIUCH 10 3eMJIe.

YeJloBeK yIMBICHHBIMHU IMPOKO PACKPBITHIMH TJIA3aMU TSUTAICS HA HEro, CTOsl Ha OJIHOM
MecTte. Beb OH BIiepBbIE BUE BAMITUPA, KOTOPBIN yOuII cede MogoOHOTO.

— BeiBOnM kUBBIX OTCIO/Ia! — CJIOBHO MpUKa3al AHAKCUMAH/IP U oOeXkas BriyOb JI€pPEeBHU.

Kpyrom napuim xaoc v nmanuka. Kuteiv 1epeBHU JpajliCh HE HA )KU3Hb, a Ha cMepThb. U cpenun
HUX ObLIM OXOTHHMKH, KOTOPbIC 3HAJIM, KaK YOUTh BaMITUPA, [I0O9TOMY Bpar Hec MOTepH.

Ha riaBHo¥ 11o11a/in, Ha KOTOpYIo BeiOeXa AHAaKCUMaHp, 1IU1a HACTOSINIAs KPOBaBasi pe3Hsl.
MHOXeCTBO JII0/ICH CTOJINMIIOCH B OHY CIUIOYEHHYIO U BOOPYKEHHYIO TOJITy U Oriia Bpara. Herpusi-
TeJIb OKPYKHJI MX MPAKTHYECKU CO BceX CTOpoH. CIIMHY KUTEJSIM MPUK PHIBAJT BXO[ B IIEPKOBb. MyX-
YHHBI, OTYASHHO 3aIUIIABIIIE CBOK JOM, ONIEPEMEHHO MEHSUIUCH, YTOOBI TOBAPHII] MOT OTJIOXHYTb.
BaMnupbl rpbIraliv Ha 3/1aHUE U C HETO MBITAINCh ATAKOBATh JIIOJICH CBEPXY, HO KUTEJIH MYCKAJIU BXOJ
IIUTHI, & TIOCJIE OCTPBIe cepeOpsIHbIe MeUr N3pyOai Bpara Ha Kycku. Takum oOpa3oM, OHU yAepKH-
BaJIM CBOIO MOCJIEIHIO TIO3UIMIO U HaJIekK Ty Ha OymayIee.

AHaKCUMaH]Ip CpeJy TOMITBI 3aAMETHIT CBOETO 3aKJISITOro Bpara. OH CTOsLT M HAOMIONAT 32 XO[OM
outBbl. [ToToM TOT 00epHYJICS ¥ 0OpaTHII BHUMAaHUE Ha HEero. YIIbIOKa TPOHYJIa ero ryobl, 1 OH OOHa-
KUJT CBOM OeJibie 3yOBl.

Ha AnakcumaHzipa HAOpOCHJIOCh HECKOJIBKO BPAaroB, HO MY)XYMHA PACKUIAT UX B CTOPOHBI U
U3J1aJT HACTOJILKO IPOMOIJIACHBIN PEB, UTO BCE BJPYT YCIIOKOWIIUCH. Bce BaMIMphI B cTpaxe o0epHy-
JIUCh, & )KUTEJTH JISPEBHY HAOMIO/IANIU 32 HUM, He OTBOJIA II1a3 ¢ Hero. C JIMIa 3aKJISITOro Bpara coluia
yIIBIOKa, @ BCE ero MOJUYMHEHHbIE Pa30IIIMCh B CTOPOHBI M Ha IJIONIA M, APYT HAITPOTHUB APYra, OCTa-
JIUCh OHU O[THU.

JKurtenmu co cTpaxom U JIIOOOTBITCTBOM HAOMIONAM, YTO ke OyAeT Jasibiine. MyX4nHa CBOUM
PEBOM CJIOBHO OPOCHJT BBI3OB.
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— Heysxenu 310 THI? — ynbOasich KpaeM pTa, CIPOCHI ITTABEHCTBYIOIINIA BaMITup. — Thl sIBUJICS.
D10 O6JIaropogHO C TBOEW CTOPOHBI. Tereph s 3Hal0, YTO Thl HE TPYC.

AHaKkCcMMaHIp MeJJICHHO TIOJIOIIEN M OCTAHOBHUJICS HE/IAIEKO OT HEro.

— dBuiics, 4TOOBI OTOMCTHTH 32 BO3IOOeHHYI0? JKasikoe ObUTO 3penuile! — 37I0pagHo YIIbIO-
HYJICSI BAMITHP.

— 4 mpuren 3a TBoe# ronoBoit. — My kurHa 00BEJT OKPYKAIOLIUX €r0 BParoB CEphe3HbIM B3IJIs-
oM. — 1 3a ocTayibHBIMMU.

Cpenu Tommel mpokaTuiics cMex. JIioau, cTaBiive TEeMHBIMUA OTPOABSIMH, KOTOPbIE MUTAIOTCS
KPOBBIO, CMESITUCh €MY B JIMILIO U AaXe He MOA03PEeBaM, KAKOM OrpOMHOM CHJION cTasl 00aaTh
AHaKkcUMaHp.

W3 TosIiel BBIIIEN 3J0POBBIT MOMTYOOHAKEHHBIN MOJIOJON MykurHa. B oOpase yenoBeka npej-
cTaJl BaMIup nepe AHakcuManapom. O01aiast BBICOKMM POCTOM, OH CMOTPEJT Ha HErO CBEpXY.

— Tsl HEe mepegyman? — CripocuII IIaBeHCTBYIMI BaMmup. [1o Tonme onste mpodesxan cme-
oK. — MoxeT, npucoeauHuIbest K Ham? WMn Thl Xouels cpa3uthesi co MHOUM? Torma cpasuchk ¢
XaocoM.  xoTesn Obl TOCMOTPETh: CTOUT JIU MHE TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha TeOsl.

310pOBSIK yaapyJI KYJIakOM B JIUII0O AHAKCUMAaHJIPY € TAKOW CHJIOH, YTO TOT MPOJIeTE MOJIOBUHY
TUTOLIATH.

[To Tonme omsATh mMpoOexkan rpOMKHI cMmeX. JIuIb BOOpYKEHHBIE JIOON, KOTOpbIE CTOSLIH
10331 BaMITMPOB, HE HIEBEIMIMCH M HAOJIONAIH 32 MPOUCXOSIIIINM.

Xaoc HanpaBwiics K AHakcuMaHpy. TOT TOMBKO HavYasl MPUXOAUTD B ce0sl IOCIe TAaKOTO CHJTb-
Horo yaapa. OH oniepcsi Ha pyku 1 nipurnoaHsiics. [lorom nepesepHysics Ha crinHy. [loBepHYB rososy,
MYKYMHA YCITBIIIAIT XPYCT IEHHBIX TTO3BOHKOB.

310pOBSK OCTAaHOBUJICS TIEpPE] HUM.

— Hy uro, ee xouenis?

— l'oBopwuimb, Tel Xaoc? — BcTaBasi Ha HOTH, CripaimyBai AHakcMMaHap. — Herutoxoit y te0s
yAap, — CKa3aJl OH, OKa3aBIIUCh Ha Horax. — CMosKellb Bbliep:KaTh MOt ?

— Jla 6e3 mpoGniem! — pa3Bes B CTOPOHBI PYKU BaMITHP.

— Hy, Torna nepswu, — THXO MPOMOJIBUJI BOWH.

Vniap npuinesncs B JI€Bbli O0K HETIPUSITEITIO U OKA3AJICS TAKOKM CHJIBI, YTO KPOBOCOCA Pa30PBAIO
Ha JiBe yacTi. Horu oTOpocuio B JIeByI0 CTOPOHY, a TYJIOBHIIE 3aKPYTUIIOCH B BO3AyXe, pa30pachiBast
pa3opBaHHblE BHYTPEHHOCTH MO cTopoHam. OHO ynajo Ha 3eMJII0, U BaMITUp 3allleBeTi pyKamMH,
CJIOBHO TIBITAJICS] TTOAHSATHCS.

Jlutia BamMnpoB u3MeHmIMch. HUKTO He 0kuaa, 4Tto Bce MpoU30iIeT MMEHHO Tak. Bee cuu-
TaJiM, 4TO Xaoc yObeT AHAKCUMaH/Ipa W Ha 3TOM IPE/CTaBJICHUE 3aKOHYUTCS, HO HE TYT-TO OBLIO.
[maBeHCTBYIONIMI BaMITHP BHUIET B HEM CEPbE3HYIO OMACHOCTh U TO3TOMY OTAA TUXUH MpPUKa3 U
BOMHA OKPYXUJIU CO BceX cTopoH. Ho Bce OHM ¢ OmacKkoi M HACTOPOKEHHOCTBIO MOAXOIMIIN K HEMY.
Onu ero 6osUTUCh, U OH TO BUJE.

AHaKCHUMaH[Ip OIJIsi/IeN MX U TPOMKO Yepe3 BCIO TUIONIab 0OpaThiICsl K CBOEMY Bpary:

— MHe He HyXHBI TBOU BouHbI! MHe Hy)eH Tbl! Vi Th MeHs1 GouItbes?

Bpar npomoyain.

— OTBeTh MHE! — KPUKHYJI MY KYMHA.

Hernpusitens no-npexHeMy HUYEro He TOBOPHIL.

AHakcMMaH[Ip TOIIeN MPSIMO K HEMY, HO Ha ero MyTH CTOsi1 Bpar. ToJIbKO OH MOAHSIT PYKY,
KaK BOMH CHeC eMy TrosioBy. OHa Kak Msi4 OoTJieTesia M YKaTuiIach B cTopoHy. OKpyXKaBIlIe ero Bam-
NPl HAOPOCUJIMCH HAa HEro. AHAKCUMAaH/Ip B3peBeJl M Hauall pa30packiBaTh CBOMX BPAaroB, YKJIOHS-
sCh OT WX ynapoB. KTo-To ycneBan arakoBaTh €ro CO CIUHBI, HO TYT e MOJTydYas B OTBET OT HEro
CMepTeJIbHbIe paHbl. YIapbl, KOTOpble HAHOCHIM BaMIMPHI, ObUTH CIAOBIMKM U HE MPUUYMHSITN eMy
cepbesHoro Bpeza. KomoccanbHasi cuiia, KOTOpo# CTan o0nasaTh BOMH, AaBaja €My BBICOKYIO pere-
Hepauuio 1 KuBydecTb. Ecii Bammnupy, MOMyYnBIIEMY CEpbe3HbIE YBEUbsl, TPEOOBAIOCH BpeMsI IS
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BOCCTAHOBJICHHUsI CUJI, — TO €CTh eMy HEOOXOJMMO BBIIIUTh KPOBb, KOTOPAsi M AaBaja CHIY U OBICT-
pee BoCcCTaHaBJIMBaJa TPABMbI, — TO AHAKCUMAaH/IPY TOTO He TPeOOBAIOCh. DTO ObLIO €TMHCTBEHHOE
Ka4eCcTBO, KOTOPOE OTJIMYAJIO €r0 OT OCTAIBbHBIX BaMIUPOB. Hiuuem ocTaibHbIM OH OOJIbIlie He Bbljie-
nsiicst. Takoke MU KPOBb, TaKke OOSJICS COTHEYHOTO CBETA B MEPBbIE AHU OOpAIlleHUs], TAKXKe y HEro
MOT U3MEHUTHCSI OOJIHK, €CIT OH TIOMPOOYET YeJIOBEUECKYIO KPOBb.

AHakCcHMMaHIp pa3sHeC CBOMX BpPAaroB, KOTOPbIE OKPYKaJlM €ro W Mperpaxaand emy myTb. U
OH OpoCHJICA Ha CBOEro 3akJjsToro Bpara. OcraBiIvecsi BAMIMpPhl BCTyNaiu B OUTBy ¢ HUM. OHHU
CTapaJIuCh He TIOJITYCKaTh €ro K CBOeMY KOMaH/AMPY, HO BCE MX MOMBITKY OKa3aJIUCh OE3yCIEIIHBIMH.
AHakcHMMaHpa HIYTO HE MOIJIO OCTAHOBUTD, M OOJIBIIUHCTBO KPOBOCOCOB OOsTUCH ero. I nMeHHO
M3-32 CTpaxa OHU U MOrHOaH, TIOCKOJIBKY He MOIIM cedsl 3aluTuTh. HekoTtopasi 4acTb BaMITUPOB
HaOPOCHJIOCH HA JIIOIe, M OHU BHOBb CTaJIM 3aIlIUIIATh ceOsl U CBOM JIOM.

3aKJIATBHIIA Bpar IpeIrHY/I Ha JOM U AHakcMMaH[p Bcie] 3a HUM. OH Har”aj ero U aTakoBaJl.
Bammnup oT6wmit ataku, HO ¢ TPYAOM: Bee ke OoMbliast cuiia JaBasia u 6ombiion yaap. C3aau Ha BOMHA
HaOpPOCHUIICS] KPOBOCOC, OOXBATUJI €0 PyKaMy U HOTaMH M BOWJICS eMy B 1iei0. KpoBb XJbIHY/MA U3
paHbl, ¥ BOMH MTPOCTOHAJ OT O0/H. Bpar, yiayduuB MOMeEHT, nomesn B aTaky. C KaxapM yIapoM MyK-
YMHY OTTAJIKUBAJIO HAa3a/[l, ¥ OH yIaJl C KPBIIIX PSIMO Ha BAMITHPA, KOTOPBIH HaraJl Ha HEro CO CITUHBI.
AHakCHMMaH[Ip HayaJl MOAHUMATHCS, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT €TI0 OKPY)KHJI HEMIPUSITENIb ¥ TIPUHSIICS aTa-
KOBaTh CO BceX CTOpoH. OH YKIIOHSIICA M OJIOKMPOBAJ yAaphl, CaM MBITAJICS aTaKoOBaTh, HO TO HE
MIOMOIJIO €My BBIUTU U3 OKpYyXeHHs. BamMmupbl XOoTenn MOKOHYMTh C HAM pa3 U HaBcerna. Vcre-
Kasi KpOBbIO, OH TaJajl 1 BHOBb MOJHUMAJICSI. A €ro Bpar CTOsUT Ha Kpaio KPbIIH JA0Ma |, YabiOa-
sick, HaOMmoman 3a atuM. I AHakcumanap Bujien 3to. EMy TpedoBaiack IoMolib, U OHA MOJOCTeNa
BOBpeMs. TOT MyXk4KMHa, KOTOPOMY OH CITac )KMU3Hb, OKa3aJICsl OXOTHUKOM Ha BamrupoB. OH moade-
KaJl K JOMY, IJie Haxoquicss AHaKCUMaHJIp, ¢ TYKOM B pykax. ['oToBasi cepeOpsiHasi cTpesia HaXonu-
JIach Ha TETUBE, a 32 CITUHOM BHCEJT KOTYaH. 3aMeTHB €ro B OKPYKEeHUH Ha 3eMJIe, My)KUMHA HATSIHY.T
TETHUBY ¥ IyCTUJ cTpeny. OHa BOH3WIACh B CIIMIHY BAMITHPA, ¥ TOT CJIOBHO OHEMEJ M YIajl, U3BUBAsICh
¥ KOpYach OoT 00u. 3a epBoil CTpesioi noseTesia BTopast. 3aTeM TpeThs... Bparu majanu Ha 3eMItio
¥ Kpryayiy ot 60mu. [J1aBeHCTBYIONMI BaMIp 0OpaTiil BHUMaHUEe Ha OXOTHUKA U o3106miics. OH
OTIPBITHYJI OT KPBIIIX AOMa U IPU3EMITUIICS 32 €r0 CIIUHOM. TOT 00epHYIICs, BBIXBATUII MeU U3 HOXKEH
¥ TIPUTOTOBHMJICS K CXBaTKe, OPOCHB JIYK Ha 3eMJ1i0. KpoBococ yibIOHYIICS U pa3Bell B CTOPOHBI PYKH,
MOKa3bIBasi BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM, YTO 3TO Oecrione3Ho. OXOTHUK TKHYJ MEUOM, M BaMITUP CXBATUJ
ero sie3Bue. CreprieB 00Jb, HEMPUSATENb B3sU1 MYKYMHY 32 TOPJIO U OPOCHII B CTOPOHY. TOT CriHOM
ynapwicsi o0 CTeHy Joma, a KpOBOCOC, BRIOPOCHB €ro Mey, OKa3aJicsl HaJl OXOTHUKOM U B3sUT €r0 32
BOJIOCHL. AHAaKCUMaHJIp paclpaBUiICsS ¢ BaMIIMPaMH U, IISTHYB B UX CTOPOHY, MOOEKaJl Ha TIOMOIITb.
Bor Bpar yxe 3aMaxHyJICsl, HO MyKUYMHA YCIeJI OCTaHOBHUTH €ro pyKy. BOMH XOTen ogHUM yaapom
CHECTH TOJIOBY HETIPUSATENTIO, HO Bpar YKJIOHWIICS M YAApWJI KOTTSIMH, TTOPE3aB 11el0 AHAKCUMAaH/IPY .
ITO HUYYTh HE OCTAHOBWJIO €T0, M OH BHOBb PUHYJICS B aTaky. [IBa CHJIbHEHIIMX BaMIIMpa CTOJK-
HYJIUCh B OKECTOUEHHOM cxBaTke. O0a HAHOCHIM JPYT APYTY yAapsl 1 00a YKJIOHSUTUCH U OJIOKHPO-
BaM ux. M Bce ke Bpary TpyaHee ObUIO OTOMBATh NIPEBOCXOASIIME B CUJIe yAapbl AHAKCUMAaH/pa,
HO, HECMOTPsI Ha 3TO, Bpar okaszaJics JoBuee. M moka MyKurMHA HAaHOCWJI OIMH YAap, HETpUsTesb
yCTieBaJl CAeNaTh JIBa.

OXOTHUK, KOT/1a IOTHSICS HA HOTH, YBUJIEN, KaK Bpar cOMJI AHAKCMMaH/Ipa C HOT M HAKUHYJICS
Ha Hero cBepxy. O0a BIEMWINCH KOTTSIMH JPYT JPYTY B FOPIIO U PhIYasId KaK JBa JUKUX 3Bepsi. ApocTh
Y HEHAaBUCTb TOJIBIXAJIM B UX I71a3aX, M TOJIKO CMEPTh OIHOTO W3 HUX MOTIJIA 3aTYIIUTh HX.

CepebpsiHasi cTpera, BHITYIIEHHAs OXOTHUKOM, BOH3HMJIACh B CITUHY KPOBOCOCA, U €€ HAKOHEY-
HUK TIPOOMII JIerKylo OpoHIo. Bammup BCKHMHYI TOJIOBY BBEpX M PAaCKpPBUI POT, & PYKH CaMH OTOpBa-
JIMCh OT Topiia AHAKCUMaHApa, ¥ TOT €ro yJapui Mo Juily. Bpar ynan ¢ Hero Ha JKMBOT U OCTaJICS
Jexathb 0e3 IBrkeHnd. BOMH MOJHSIICS Ha HOTH U, B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOETO CIIACUTEs, B 3HAK Onmarogap-
HOCTY KMBHY/I. OXOTHHK OITyCTHJI JIyK M TIOO€Xkas 32 CBOMM MEUOM.
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AHakcMaH[Ip repeBepHy IPOTUBHMKA Ha criiHy. KpoBococ aepxkan B pyke map, a Bce ero
TEJIO MOKPBIBAJIO TOTy00e cusiHue. MyXurHa ¢ I3yMJICHUEM PaccMaTpUBall CTOJIb HEOOBIYHOE SIBJIE-
HHe, BUJICHHOE MM BIiepBble. 11 Kak TOJIbKO OH BCTPETHIICS C B3IVISIOM Bpara, TOT eMy 3JI0PaIHO
YIBIOHYJICSl. AHAKCUMAaH/IP, He 3Hasl, YTO ITO 3a Iap U JAJIs Yero OH MpeJHa3HaueH, B3sUICS 32 Hero
ofiHOM pykou. BHauane pyky, a MOTOM M BCE €ro TeJI0 TOXe MOKPBLIO ronydoe cusiaue. OXOTHUK,
TIOJIHSIB M€Y C 3eMJIM, C IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU IJIa3aMH Tiisiaen Ha HuX. OJHO MIHOBEHbE — U OHM
ucye3nu. OH OCMOTpeJICs TI0 CTOPOHAM, HO HUT/IE MX HE YBHIEIL.

Bammnupsl TenenopTpoBaIMCh U, MOSBUBIIMCH B BO3MYyXe, YMAJIU HA JIEPEBSHHYIO KPBIILY
LIEepKBU. AHAKCUMaHJIpP, IEPEeBOPAUNBASICh, TOKATUIICSA ¢ Hee. OH BBIITYCTHJI KOT'TH U BIETIHJICS B Ape-
BECHHY, OCTAaHOBMBILIMCh OT HEMUHYEMOTO IajieHus. BouH aepikaiicsi ofHOW PyKoM 3a Kpail KpbILIH,
a BHU3Y IIIJIa O)KECTOUEHHAs1 OMTBA JTIOJIel 1 KPOBOCOCOB.

Tem BpemeHeM Bpar, MOJAHSIBILIKCH Ha KOJIEHH, JOCTaBaJ CTpely. AHAKCUMAaH/IP B3sJICS IPyTroi
PYKOH 3a Kpaii KpBIIIU M Pe3KO MOTSHYJICS BBEpX. B3METHYBIIHCH HA HECKOJIBKO METPOB B BBICOTY, OH
yZIauHO TIPU3eMIIMIICS Ha Horu. [lepka paBHOBecHe, MyKUMHA IJISTHYJI Ha cBoero Bpara. OH BCTas
o0epHyJICs K HeMy U AHaKCUMaH/Ip oOexkan Ha Hero. Hempusitesnb cripsiTai 3a CIIMHOM cepeOpsiHyIo
crpeny. M Kak TOJIbKO BaMITUP MPLITHYIT HA HETO, TO Opocuil ee B ero ctopoHy. OHa BOH3WUJIACh B HETO,
3aMe[InIIa er0 CKOPOCTh, ¥ BOMH YAl y HOT CBOETO NMPOTUBHUKA.

AHakcMMaH[Ip IOYYBCTBOBAJI CJIA00CTh BO BCEM TeJie U CUJIbHYIO OCTPYIO OOJIb B MPABOM KJTIO-
yniie. Kpaem ria3a BaMnvip 3aMeTHs1 TOPUYABIIYIO B HEM CTpey.

— Thl onsITH Y MOMX HOT, KaK M paHbllie, — yIblOasiCh, IPOTOBOPUII Bpar.

OH B35171 €r0 32 BOJIOCH M yIaprJl. AHAKCUMAaH/IP YIajl, BHOBb MOMBITAJICS BCTATh U OISThH MOJTY-
ynn yaap. [lorom eme u eme.... Ha Kpbiiie 1IepKBU MPOMCXOANIIO KECTOKOE N30UEHME.

— YT0 THI XOUEIIb MHE ClIeNIaTh, a7 Thl XOUelb OTOMCTUTD? — CITPAIIMBAII 3aKJIATHIN Bpar, Korjaa
n36uBa ero. — Thl CKa3aJ, 4To MPHUIIIENT 32 MHOM U OCTaJIbHBIMU. HoO ceiiyac st BUKy, UTO ThI IPHIIIET
CloJa, — KpPOBOCOC B3s1JT AHAKCUMAaHIpa 3a TOPJIo ¥ MOJICTaBUJI KOT'TH K I1iee, — YTOOBI 1 3a0pan y Tebs
U TO, uTO caM Tebe aa. Thl Tak ke KaJoK, — MPOrOBOPUII OH €My Ha YXO, KOTJ1a HAXOAUJICS M03au
HETro, — KaK ¥ TBOS BO3JIIOOJIEHHA.

OT 3THX CJOB SIPOCTh BCKUIIENa B AHakcuMaH ipe. CKBO3b 3yObl OH IIPOPBIYAIT U CKAJT KYJIaK.
Bammnup B3s11 IprCTaBIEHHYIO K €ro Topily pyKy Bpara v OTCTpaHui ee. B Hem ciioBHO ipoOyausiach
HajeeHHast uM cuiia. OH yaapui JIOKTEM B JIMILIO TPOTUBHUKY U TOT yrHajl. AHaKCUMaHJpP B3sLJICS 32
TOPYABIIYIO CTPENTY U MOTSHYJI, 3aKpUYaB 0T 00, HakOHEUHHK BMeCTe C KPOBBIO BHIPBAJICS HAPYKY,
Y My)K4MHE cTajio jierde. TonbKo OH MOBEpHYJICS, KaK Bpar yxke CTOsUT Ha HOTaX, HAHOCS yJap CBEpXY.
Bown GnokupoBai ero u cam ObicTpo Betas. Ero kortu paspesanu rpyap Bpary, v Terepb OH Hava
HAHOCHUTH y/apbl MO MIPOTHUBHUKY M, TEM CaMbIM, TIOJBOIMII €r0 K Kpaio Kpbimu. KpoBococ yxe He
MOT 3alUIIATHCS U MOTyYall OAMH yaap 3a Apyrum. OcraBaaoch COBCEM HEMHOTO JI0 Kpast. 3aKJIATHIH
Bpar coOpas B cebe MOCIeAHNE CUITBI U TTOTIBITAJICS aTaKoBaTh, HO AHAKCUMAHJP YKJIOHHWJICS OT €ro
yZapa ¥ mopesaj KOrTsiMH 1meio Bpary. KpoBb OpbI3HY/Ia B CTOPOHBI, TIOCIIE Yero MyKUMHA pa3Bep-
HYJICSI Ha TPHCTA LIECThAECT rpaaycoB. [loBopaunBasich, OH BBICTABUJI JIEBYIO PYKY [1s1 OJIOKUPOBKH
yZiapa MPOTHBHUKA, a KOTJ]a OKOHYATEeJIbHO Pa3BEePHYIICS, AHAKCUMAH/IP JIEBOM PYKOHM CXBaTHJI KPO-
BOCOCA 32 BOJIOCHI, a TIpaBasi ero pyka yxe Iia Ha yaap. MyKuuHa marayi1 mpaBoi HOroW Briepes u,
TaK1M 00pa3oM, BCTasl COOKY IPOTUBHUKA. YAap KOI'TSIMU MPUILESICS MPSIMO B IIIEI0, OTEIIUB TOJIOBY
oT TyJoBuia. O6e3raBIeHHOe TeJIO0 COPBAIOCH C KPBIIIH IIEPKBH U YIAJI0 MEXIy JTIOJbMHU U BAMIIH-
pamu. Ho 6uTBa He cpa3y mpeKpaTuiach.

Ha kppime xpama pasgajics TPOMKUR peB. AHAaKCUMaHJP JiepKaJl 32 BOJIOCHI TOJIOBY CBOETO
Bpara u 6ui cedsl B Ipy/ib, JOKa3bIBas BCEM, UYTO OH CHIIbHEHIIINI.

Bammnupel, 3aBuzieB rudenb CBOEro KOMaHAMpa, B CTpaxe CTaslu yoerarh, a MECTHbIE OXOTHUKH
THAJIMCh 32 HUMH, aTaKOBAJIM U JIMKOBAJIM, YTO M00E/1a HA UX CTOPOHE.

AHakcHMMaH[Ip BHIOPOCHII TOJIOBY M CIIPBITHYJI C IIEpKBH. HO MeCTHBIE )KUTeH Bce paBHO 00CTY-
MIWJTH €T0 C OPYKHEM CO BCEX CTOPOH. JKeHIIMHBI, ClIeIOBABIIIUE 32 CBOUM IPEIBOAUTETIEM, YKe HAXO-
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JWJIUCH B IEPEBHE U C Y)KaCOM CMOTPEJIY Ha TIOCJIeICTBU Sl HAallaJIeH! sl BAMITUPOB. Kpyrom cibimaivch
KPUKH KSHIIVH, U IUIa4b JIeTeld, CTOHbI PaHEeHBIX.... [IOBCIOMY Jiexanu pa3opBaHHbIC Tesla YOUTHIX.
3eMJIs MPOIUTAJIACh KPOBBIO, a IOMa MO-TIPEeKHEMY ellie TPOJOIIKAIIH MOJIBIXaTh OTHEM. YIIesIeBIre
JKHUTEITV TIOMOTJTM paHEHBIM U TYIIIWJIH ITOKAPhl, 2 BOWHBI OXPAHSIA OKPECTHOCTHU Ha CITyJaid OBTOP-
HOTO HamaJeHUs.

AHaKCHMaH[Ipa OKPYKWIU, HO HUKTO HE OCMEIUJICS Ha Hero HanacTh. Ero o0k u3MeHuics,
Y OH CTaJI BHEIITHE IMOXOIUTh Ha YesioBeka. Bammup cMoTpet Ha Jiofiell He C HEHABUCTHIO, a ¢ OOJIbIo
M NeYaJIblo, YTO OH HE TAKOU KaK OHHU.

— Croiite! — pa3gajicsi KpuK.

Cpeny OKpyXaioIIuX MOSIBIIICS MYKYMHA, KOTOPBII TIOMOTajl eMy B OWTBe.

— Croiite! — BHOBb KPUKHYJ OH. — OMyCTUTE OPYXUsl, — YK€ HOPMAJIbHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3asl
YeJIoBeK.

Opykusi MeJUICHHO U HEYBEPEHHO OMYCTHIIMCh, HO JIIOIA BCE PABHO C OMACKON M HACTOPOKEH-
HOCTBIO IJISIIeTM Ha BOWHA.

— OH Ham He Bpar, — cKa3aJl My)KYlHa, IOCMOTPEB Ha BaMITUPA.

— Cnacu60, — B 3HaK OJIaroAapHOCTU OTBETUI OH.

AHaKCHMaH[Ip BBIIIEI U3 OKpYKatoten ero Toimbl. Tetst Test u ocTaibHbIE BTN HA MIOIIA/Ib.
JKuTtem MOTUXOHBKY BBIXOIVIIN M3 YOCKHIIL.

— 41 mpuien ciofa He AJI TOro, YToObl JpaThCs C BAMU, — MIPOTOBOPHII BAMITUP, OTJISbIBAS
BceX. — ¢ mpuinen croga, 4ToOb OTOMCTUTH 332 CBOIO TOTEepSHHYIO J1I0O0Bb. — OH B300Opasicss Ha
Tesery. — Bammupbl Hanaym Ha Barn oM. OHU Hamajau ¥ YHUYTOXKUIA MOH JIOM, YOUJIA MOIO JKeHY
1 oOpatmiii MeHs B cebe mooOHoro. $1 Takoii ke BaMIup, Kak U OHU. — MyXKYlMHA OCTAaHOBHJICS. —
Ho, BO3MOXHO, 51 @ IMHCTBEHHBIN KTO OpOCHI UM BbI30B. S momen nmpotuB Hux. U s Oymy Outhes ¢
HUMM JIO TeX Top, TIOKa Y MEeHs eCTh rojioBa Ha miedax. Ho ongun s He cripaBiiock. Ko noier co
MHOU? — IOMOJTYaB, CITIPOCHUJT OH.

— 4 noviny, — orBetuia TetTs Tesi, Korja BbIIILIa K HEMY.

— U g noiiny, — OTBeYaIN JKEHIIMHBI, KOTOPbIe HAXOIWINChH B TUICHY.

— 4 moiiny 3a TOO0I, — OTBETHJT MYKYMHA BOUHY, KOTOPBIA IIOMOTAJI MY JIPaThCs C 3aKJISIThIM
Bparom.

— U 5, — oTBeva M OXOTHUKY OJVH 32 JPYTHIM.

KannumatoB craHoBUIOCH Bee Oosbiie. VI AHakcuMaH Ip okasasics rpaB. OH ObUI IepBbIM BaM-
MIUPOM, TTOJIOKUBIIMM Havyaso OOpbOBI ¢ TEMH, KTO ObUT TIOXOK HA HETO. ..

Crosina Tuxast HOYb.

Pobept u KatpuH nexanu B ocrem.

— Bor tak Oten Bo3masui OpeH, — Iojoc NapHs HapyLIWI TULIVHY.

Bamnup moBepHyi rosioBy. JleByIika yke crajia, ¥ BOJIOCH yHaiu ed Ha ymio. ['yObl mapHs
TPOHYJIA YABIOKA, U OH YOpas1 BOJIOCH ¢ ee juiia. OHa TUXO JIBIIIAIA,  BAMITUP JI0O0BAJICS € KPACUBBIM
JIULIOM.

Pobept mocmoTpes B CTOpPOHY OKHA M OCTAHOBUJI 33fyMUYMBBIN B30p Ha HeOe. OH yrimyonsiics
B CBOU BOCIIOMUHAHMUS. . .

Bamnvip ¥ OXOTHHK CTOSUIM Tiepell TOpeBILIEei Kyuell pacuIEHEHHBIX TPYIOB, KOTOpPbIE OHU
nocranu u3 noasaia Poppecra. Cpeny HUX HAXOOWICS U TPy ABrycTuHa. BUKTOp OTCEK emMy TosoBy,
4yTOoOBI OH He 0OpaTuiics B KpoBococa. K ero masax mogkarslBaiv clie3bl O MoTepe pOAHOro Opara.
Pobept crosin psagom u He meBemmicsa. OH agyman o @oppecte. Torga, korma oH eMy pacckasa o
TpyIax B MoJBaJie, B ero riazax Podept yBunen 60sb. Bo3amMoxkHO, OHa Oblia CBsI3aHA C TEM, YTO OH
caesas ¢ TUMH JIIOIbMU U TTApeHb HAZIESICS, YTO OH UCTTPABUTHLCS. Y Hero ObUI IaHC, HO BAMITUDP UM
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He Bocrosyb3oBasics. boibie Bcero Podept 60suicst TOro, 4To MOXET CTaTh TAKUM K€ UyIOBHUILEM,
kak u Poppect. Ectb 111 Haiek 12, YTO OH HE UBMEHUTCS ?

— $1 coxarnero, — MPOMOJIBUJI BaMITUP U TIOCMOTPEJT B 3arlakaHHOe JMio BukTopa.

— OH moOT pUCKOBATD, — CITyCTsI MOTYaHUE CKa3aJl OXOTHUK. — [I03TOMyY U cTaji OXOTHUKOM.

— A 1H?

— A s Bceraa HaxoAWJICS PSIOM U TPUIJISABIBAT 32 HUM. DTO HacTaBJIeHHe 1l MHe oTell. Bor
TOJIBKO 51 HE YCIIE/INIL.

— He Bunu ce64. Thl cueiait Bce, 4To ObLUIO B TBOMX CHJIAX.

BuxTop riry6oKo B3AOXHYJT U BBITEP JIMIIO OT CIIE3.

— Bo3moxkHO, Tl 11pas.

— Y0 THI TETIEph HAMEPEBALIIILCS Je1aTh?

— 3abepy ronoBy Poppecta 1 OTHECY B JEPEBHIO B KAUECTBE JOKA3aTeIbCTBA TOTO, YTO BAMIIHP
MEpTB.

— A 17 — mobonbITHO IOMHTEpecoBasics Podeprt.

OXOTHUK TIPOTSIHYJT PYKy BaMIIMPy U CKa3aJl:

— Cnacu6o. O Tebe 1 HUYEero He pacckaxy. TONbKO yXOou OTCIofIa.

— A ecu JIIOU Y3HAIOT, YTO Thl BaMITApP?

BuxTop ynbsiOHyCS, HO B ero rmazax Podept yBuaen 601b 1 cTpaaHue.

— Y0 X, 3HAUMT TaKOBa CyAbOa: yMEPETh MPOKJISATHIM.

My>K4rHa B3sT MEIIOK C TOJIOBOM BaMIMpa 1, 3aKMHYB Ha TIeY0, IPOTOBOPUI:

— Beperu ce6s, Podept. Kto 3Haer, MoxeT, B MUpe BaMIIMPOB MbI BCTPETHMCS.

Ero cmtysT ncye3an B HOUM, a 3BYKH IIIaroB CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE THIIE U THIIIE.

Kocrep nmponoimkan ropets, korga PodepT HanpaBuiicsi B MPOTHBOMOIOXHYIO CTOPOHY.

3aHMMasICcsl paccBeT, Korjaa Bammnup Opes cKBo3b vanly jeca. Hu tponvnku, Hu noporu. OH
mien Hayrag. [lapeHs He 0OpaTvI BHUMAHMS, YTO COJHIIE YKe MOJAHMUMAETCS, a 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO eMy
HCO6XO)II/IMO 6])[}10 HalTU YKPBITHE, UITO6I)I nepexaarb, THA4YC COJTHCYHLBIC JIYYH MOTIYT CXKEUb €r0.
BoT TONIBKO MTapeHs X0Tes 3TOro, 4ToOsl yMepeTh. BriepBble 3a BCIO JKU3Hb Y HETO OKPEIIO JKEJIaHHe O
camoyOuiictBe. Ho panbitie PoGept xoTtesn ymepeTs JUIlb TOTOMY, YTO €My He HPaBUJIACh Ta KU3Hb,
KOTOPOH OH KWJI; XOTeJl yMEpEeTh TIOTOMY, YTO POAMJICS M XKW Ha YIIUIIE; XOTeJl YMEpEeTh TOTOMY,
YTO OB BCETIa OJMHOK, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO ObLIU JIPY3bsi-COOYTHUIBHUKU M MaTh-TIPOCTUTYTKA. U
ceiiyac OT TOXe OMATh OQMHOK. TOJBKO BOT OH yXe He YesOBEK, a BHIPOIOK, Mep3Kasi, KpOBOCOCY-
111as TBaph, KOTOPYIO BCe HEHABUAAT, MPE3UPAIOT U MPOKIMHALT. Ero OynyT npecienoBats. 3a HUM
Oyner moctosiHHasi oxota. Eciy OH yiAeT B Apyroe, HEM3BECTHOE €My MeCTO U OyIeT JKUTh Cpeau
JMOJeH, TO paHO WM TIO3[JHO OKPY’KaIoIIMe Y3HAIOT, KTO OH Ha caMoM Jielie. U Torna oM periat ero
youTh. EMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO My OCTaeTCs JiesiaTh, TaK 9TO CKUTATBCS IO CBETY B TIOMCKAX YKPBITHUS
WM CMEPTH.

PoGepr BbImen u3 jeca Ha OONBINOE TOJIe U €ro HOTM MCUe3alIv 1o KoJieHo B Tpase. OH mmien
npsIMO, HUKY/Ia He cBopaunBasi. [IoToM ocTaHOBMIICS ¥ IOBEPHYJI rOJIOBY BripaBo. M3-3a rop mpoou-
BaJIVCh JIyYM YTPEHHETO COJTHIIA. BOT-BOT OHO BBIIET U3-32 TOPU3OHTA.

Bammup noBepHyJIcs K HEMY U paCipoCTep PyKH B CTOPOHBI B OKMIaHUU. BOT J1yum BBIpBaIUCh
Y KOCHYJIUCh €T0 JIMIA, ¥ OH 3aKMYpPHII IJla3a, MPUTrOTOBUBIIMCH TIOUYBCTBOBaTh O0sib. Ho HUYero
He mpousonuio. Podepr, HUYero He 4yBCTBYs, OTKPbUT Iia3a. COJHIIE CBETWJIO €My B JIMIIO U He
MIPUYUHSIIO HUKAKON OO, M BAMITUP C IOCAT0U OMYCTHJT B30P B 3eMJTIO M TOOPET JaJIbIIIe.

Beuepom B kabake nrymena rnbsiHast Toamna. CHIbHO MOABBIIMBIINE MYXUKH, €/1Ba CTOSIBIIIUE
Ha HOrax, CTy4aJMCh KPyKKaMH, HAaIllOJTHEHHBIMHU JIOBEPXY XMEJIbHBIM HAIUTKOM, U OH BBUIMBAJICSA
U cTekal 1o kpasM. OHU OIMycCTOIIaMM KPYKKM M BHOBb UX JOBEPXYy HajMBaju. [Ipyrue cujenu 3a
CTOJIMKAMH U KJIEBAJIM HOCAMHU. [Ipaku B IMBHOM 3aBE/ICHUU — SIBJICHHE JOBOJILHO yactoe. Hekotopeie
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MepsUTUCh CUJION. B WTore Bce BHUIMBAIOCH B JIpaKy. XO3SIMH 3aBe/IeHHS BHITPOBAKUBAT UX, a yKe
Ha CJIeAYIONINIA IeHb JPavyHbl BHOBb BMECTE CHJICIIU U ITUJIH MTUBO C Pa3OUTHIMU HOCAMH.

Bort iBOe 3aTestyiu IpaKy, U XO35MH BHITPOBOIMII MX 32 JIBEPb.

BukTop mocmoTpen uM BClieq U IJIOTHY/ NBa. HekoTopele M3MEHEeHUsI B CBOEM TeJie OH yxkKe
sameTwi1. U ceituac ero myumnia xkaxaa. Koxka nocrenenno onenHena. Myx4rHa MOHUMAJ, UTO Ceil-
Yyac OH, MOy, caMblil OMACHBIA 3BEpb, O KOTOPOM Korjaa-inOo cibiiai. OH BHOBb OTIH U3
KPYXKH ¥, OOJIOKOTUBIIKCH HA CTON, ITYOOKO 3aaymaiics. HUKTO U3 MpHCYTCTBYIOMUX He 0OpaTHI
BHUMAaHUS, KaK JJBEPU TUXO OTKPBUIMCh U B 3aBEJCHUE BOILUIM TPU HUKOMY HE3HAKOMBIC (PUTYpBHIL.
OHM OCTaHOBWJIUCH Ha TIOPOTE, Pa3IJisiIbIBast IOCETUTENICH, a TIOTOM HalpaBWIMCh K Buktopy. Onux
ceJI cJieBa OT Hero, IPYroi — CIipaBa, a TpeTUi — HanmpoTUB. My:KUYKMHA IMOJHSI I7Ia3a HAa HUX W He3Ha-
KOMeII CJieBa eMy YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Otmevaenib modexy? — CIPOCKT OH.

— Bo3mosxkHo. ¢ 1ebs 3Ha10?

— 41 3nat0 Tebs1. Tebs 30ByT BukTop, Beap Tak?

— MeHs 31ech MHOTHE 3HAIOT. A JIUIIO TBOE MHE HE3HAKOMO. 3HAYUT, Thl HE3AEIIHU.

Hesnakomerr BHOBb yJIBIOHYJICSI €My U OTBETHIT:

— Tel npaB. Mens 30ByT Xpucrod. S oxoTHUK. Takoi ke, Kak U Thl.

BuKTOp BBIMPSAMUIICS U C CEPHE3HBIM BHIOM PACCMOTPEI CBOETO COOSCEeHUKA.

— A 3TO TBOM KOMITaHbOHBI? — CITPOCUJT OH, MOTHYB TOJIOBOI B CTOPOHY JIBOUX.

— Ja. OHu pabotaiot co MHOU. ['0BOPST, Tl HETABHO YOUJT BAMITUPA.

BukTop OTIMI NMMBa M OTBETWUIL:

— Ja.

— U 1BI OTEpsiT Opata, — MPOIOIIKIIT COOCCETHUK.

My:)x4rHa KpaeM rj1a3a mocMoTpesl Ha Hero W OIyCTHJI B30pP.

— 41 couyBcTByI0 TeOe. UTo THI criena ¢ OpaTtom?

BukTop BHOBb KpaeM IJia3a B3IJISTHYJI HA OXOTHUKA, OTIIVJI TIMBA U, MIOTYIUB B3TJIsl, OTBETHUIL:

— ¢1 oTpyOWI emy roJIoBY U CKET ero TeJo.

— A Bammupa? Kak TbI ero youn?

— K yemy 3111 paccnipocki? — B HETEpIieHHH TIepeOrT OH.

— I nuis Xouy 3HaTh, HE IOHAOOUTHLCS JIM TeOe Hallla TIOMOIIb, — OTIIPSIHYJI OT HeTO X pucTod.

My:X4rHa OTBEJ OT HETO B30P U, MOME/IJTUB, OTBETHUIL:

— 41 obe3rnaBui ero.

OXOTHUK TIPUOM3WICS K HEMY U C JIOOOIBITHBIM UHTEPECOM CITPOCHIT:

— A Mory 1 s B3TJISIHYTh Ha TOJIOBY?

OHM BCTpETHIINCDH B3I JAMU.

PoGept naBHO mportiesn Bee mosie U ceityac Opes BHOBb Yepes Jjiec. MyunIia jxak/ia, U CUIIBI €ro
MOKUAAJTH.

OH OCTaHOBUJICS ¥ IPUTPOHYJICS JIaJJOHBIO K fiepeBy. BHyTpu *kenyaka Bce 3aypuano. [JmHHbIe
KOT'TH TIOSIBUJIMCh HA TaJIblIaX, a KJIBIKK OOHAXWINCh. Ero kak OyaTo Opocrio B IpOKb OT XOJIOAA,
Y BaMITUP ymaj Ha KOJIeHH, BUENUBIINUCH B JepeBo. [Ipoliio HekoTopoe Bpemsi U BCE YCIIOKOUIIOCH.
Kiblky 1 KOrTH McYesnu, HO cadoCcTh B Tejle ocTaiach, 1 PoOepT mpekpacHO MOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO
CBA3AHO C TEM, UYTO OH KaXKACT KPOBHU. Ho y6I/IBaTb paan 3TOro 4€J10BCKa, I{TO6I)I HaCbITUTLCH, IAPEHDb
HE KeJiaJl.

Bamnup nogHs ria3a Ha HeOo. Thicsun sApKUX 3Be31 Mepliaiv Ha HeM. [ ne-To mo 6mm3octu
KpHYaja coBa, HO B OCTaJIbHOM B JieCy ObLJIO THXO.

Tonbko Pobept xoTen BcTarh, Kak BAPYT MOCTBIIIAICA XpycT. [lapeHs IIsiHyI B Ty CTOPOHY U
3ameT1 urypy B 6eom. [lo TponmHKe Iu1a Mojiofiast JeBYIIKa, CTyIas YBEPEHHOW TOXOAKON U
THXO IIypIna riatbeM. PodepT Bech BBHITAHYIICS BO3Jie AepeBa. B Takyio TeMHyI0 HOUb B Jiecy OyaeT

44



P. Kanron. «[pesuuii II. [Ipenarens»

OpOIUTH JIEBYIIIKA, J1a erie U ogqHa. OH Ha MIHOBEHbE ollajen. A MOXeT, eMy Mmokaszajioch? Bammup
IIarHYJI BIIepel, U M0fl HOTOH XPYCTHYJA BeTKa. [IeByIKa Tak 1 axHysa 1 ObICTPO 0OEpHYIIach, a B ee
pyke uto-To OniecHys0. B TeMHOTe OHa yBuzaena cuinysT Pobepra.

— He nonxonu, nHave noriatuibcs kKu3Hb0! Y MeHs KMHkaj1! — TPOMKUM U YBEPEHHbBIM IOJI0-
COM MPOTOBOPUJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

[Tapenb NOAHSAN PyKH.

— 4 manyran Bac. [Ipoury npocTuth MeHsl, — IPOMOJIBUJI OH.

JleBy11ka Ha MTHOBEHbE pacTepsiiach. Hu Takoro ona oxujaia oTBeTa, HO yBepeHHBIM I'0JIOCOM
MPOIOJIKUIIA!

— Kro BBI?

Bamnuip Bbl1IesN ¢ NOJHATHIMU PyKaMU Ha JIYHHBIU CBET M OTBETHUIL:

— Mens 30ByT Pobepr, — nmokoHUCS OH. — $1 COMJICS ¢ MyTH U Wy MPUOSKUIIe s ceOsl.
He ykaxute MHe myTh A0 ONvKanIieit qepeBHu?

JleBy11Ka MeJIEHHO OIyCTHJIa KUHKaJl U OTBETUJIA:

— 4 nanpasnsiioch B [lapem. Bol ciblianu o Takoi 1epeBHe?

— Her, — otBetun PobGeprt, omyctus pyku. — [To3BonuTe MHe ciieZjoBaTh 3a BaMu?

— W3BonbTe, HE OCTABIIATH ke Bac TYT B Jiecy. MeHs 30ByT Maprapura, muctep Pooept. Cry-
TaiiTe 3a MHOA.

[Tapens nocnenoBan 3a Heil. OHU MOPABHSUTUCH, M HEKOTOpOe Bpems 1t Momya. OH Kpaem
71a3a pa3risiieN He3HAKOMKY. benoe TOHKoe Tuiathe OOTATUBAJIO €€ TOHKUI CTaH, a U3-TIOJ TIaThsI
XOPOIIIO BUIHBI ObUTM UKPHI. [leByIlKa, IBHO, MHOTO Xoaui1a. Ha Horax 60COHOXKH, Oarogapst KOTo-
PbIM OHA MTPAKTHUECKH OECITYMHO CTymasa 1o 3emiie. KopoTkue pykapa 1iaTbsi CKphIBTH TUIEUH, HO
B I1a3a OPOCAJIMCh YXOKEHHBIE MATbYMKU PYK. JIOKOHBI €e OITyCKaiCh O CaMBIX TUIeY M CKPBIBAJIH
4acTh JMIa, Ho PobepT Bce paBHO 3aMeTHJI, UTO AEBYIIKA IMOTYMUIAa B30p, OYATO JI0OOBaIach CBOUM
MaJICHbKUM KYPHOCHIM HOCMKOM. Ha 4eTKrX ouepueHHBbIX rydax CJIOBHO 3acThblia yibiOka. Ee muiio
M3JIy4asio cyacTbe. BriepBble B KU3HU NIapeHb BUJIEN CTONIb KPACUBYIO IEBYLIKY. B pyke Mapraputsl
ObL1a HEOOBINAsT KOP3WHA, TTOBEPX KOTOPOH JIeKayio Oesloe TOKPBIBAJIO.

— Bui 31eck onHa, Maprapura? — cnipocun Pobepr, HapymuB gonroe Mondanue. EMy kak-to
HEJIOBKO CTaJIO FOBOPUTH C Hell. OH BECh ChEeKWUJICS U 3aCyHY/l PyKU B KapPMaHbl IbIPSIBOTO MAJIbTO.

— Ja, — pa3gaics 3BOHKHIA TOJIOC B €70 YIIIaxX, HO TYT € OHA OISITh MOTYIKJIA B30P.

«MHTepecHo: K yemy ObUT 331aH STOT BOIIPOC?» — pa3aajics royoc B rojose Podepra. Bamrip
JOTaaJICs], YTO TOJBKO YTO MPOYEN MBICIU AEBYIIKH, U OH HETIPOM3BOJILHO HAIPST OpOBH, OTYETO
BAPYT YCJIBIIIIAJ MBICJIH JIy4llle, YeM paHbllie, CIIOBHO MoiMal YeTKuil curHait: «Ha pa3ooitHuka He
noxox. Moxert, Bop7».

— Kak e BbI He OoMTECh O/IHA XOAUTH B JIECy, Ja ellle Houbio? — mpoAoykuI Pobepr.

— §1 ponunack 311ech ¥ OYEHb XOPOIIO 3HAIO 3T MECTa, — B3IVISIHYB Ha Hero, oreeruia Mapra-
purta.

«A 10T Borpoc kK uemy? MoxeT, oH 31ech He onuH? MHTepecyercs, ofHa s Wi Het? 3ama-
HuBaeT MeHs? CTOUT JepKaTb KMHKAJI HarOTOBE».

— A BOJIKM? — IPOAOJIKAT MHTEPECOBATLCS MapeHb. — Pa3Be OHM He BOAATCS B BalllUX Jiecax?

— OXOTHUKY UX U3BEJIH.

Xof MbICTeH IeBYITKM U3MEHWICS. «3a4eM CIPOCUJI O BojiKax? XoueT noMeHsTs Temy? Unu
HE T0/1aBaTh MPU3HAKOB MOJ03peHus Ha ce0s1? Bee-Taku OH CTpaHHbIN».

— A Bammnupbl? — CITyCTsI MOJTYaHKe cripocui PoGepr.

Maprapura IisiHy/Ia Ha CBOEro coOeceIHUKa ¢ KaKUM-TO JIOOONBITHBIM B3IJISIIOM, HO OTBe-
THJIA, OMSATh OIYCTUB B30p B 3€MIIIO.

— 51 He BepIo B JieTeH/Abl O Yy0BUIIl, MUCTEp PoOept. Bl 1 BlipaBay 31ech OOHU? — MOMEIUB,
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— la. Bol MeHst OGouTech? — IMOMOJTYAB, CIIPOCHIT OH.
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— Jla, HEMHOTO.

— Ilpoctute, 4to Tak BBIIUIO. I ObI HE OOpPATHIICS K BaM 32 TIOMOILBIO, €CJTN OBl 3HAJ IOPOTY.
OtBenuTe MeHs, noxaiyicra, B JlapeM, a Japliie 1 caM MOC/IeAyIo 10 CBOEMY IyTH.

OHu MpOoILTH e11ie HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi B MOTYaHWH, KaK BAPYT IJIe-TO B CTOPOHE pa3ajics TPECK
BETOK M TpOMKOe phryaHre. OHU OCTAHOBMIIMCH M 3aMETHIIM OOJBIIYI0 TEMHYIO (PUTYPY Cpeau Jiepe-
BbeB. M 310 ObLT HE BOJIK.

Maprapura nocrana KMHKal U BBICTaBWIIA €ro Briepe. Purypa Harmpasiisiach MpsIMO HA HUX.
Heuto BBIIIIO M3 TEMHOTHI, M IEBYIIIKA B yXkace axHyJa. [lepeq Hell CTOsuI0 HeBUAAHHOE CYIIECTBO,
IMOKPBITOC MOJIHOCTBIO TEMHBIM I'YCTBIM BOJIOCOM. OHo cTos/10 Ha YETBIPEX KPEIIKUX Jiallax, Ha KOTO-
PBIX XOpOIIO BUAHBI 6BIHI/I YCPHBIC KOI'THU, BIIMBHIMECS B 3EMIJIIO. Heuto nmesno TYIIYIO BBITAHYTYIO
MOPp/IY, a U3 TIACTU TOpYAIU Oelble OoMbIIMe KIBIKY. [71a3a cBepKai BO ThMe KaK OTOHBKH: KEJITHIM
CBETOM, a Ha TOJIOBE HAXO/IMJIMCh KOPOTKHMeE OoJIbIIMe yIu. B riazax cyimecTBa oTpaxkaiich 6esymue,
SIPOCTb M KECTOKOCTh. KOPOTKMIA JIOXMaThIii XBOCT BUCEN KaKk 00PYOOK.

Bot HeuTo OpIXHYJO, ¥ M3 MAcTW ToInes map. Mapraputa HEBOJIBHO MONSATHIACH HA3ajl, He
OTpBIBas B30pa OT HEMOHATHOTO cylectBa. HatkHynack Ha pyky Pobepra u B3siia ee. [louyBcTBOBaB
XOJIOHYIO KMCTb, IEBYIIKA IVISTHYJIa Ha TapHsi. BaMrup mpHOTKpbUT pOT, OOHAKUB OOJIBIIIE KITBIKH.
OH B3s11 pyKy JAEBYIIIKY U OTBEJI ee 3a CBOIo cruHy. U TyT cyiecTBo pBaHynock Ha Hux. [TapeHs 6po-
CUJICA BIICEPE U ABA YyJOBUIIIA BUCIIWIMCH APYT B APYyTra, IOKAaTUBIIWUCH B CTOPOHY KPYTOI'O O6p]:»IBa.
CymiectBo ykycuio miedo PoGepra, HaBaIMBIIMCh BCEM BECOM Ha Hero. Bammup HaHec HeCKOJIbKO
yZIapOB B TYJIOBHUIIIE TBApH, HO T'YCTOW BOJIOC HE TIO3BOJISI HAHECTH cepbe3Hblid Bpen. Torma Podept
yZIapwJl KOTTSIMU TIPSIMO B IIIEI0 CYIIECTBY, I7Ie BOJIOC ObUT HE TAKMM T'YCTBIM. B 11110 OpbI3HYJIa KPOBb,
Y HEYTO 3aCKYJIUJI0 oT 601u. KpoBb JMiIach U3 1men TBapH, U OHa pazxkaia yemoctd. [lapers otopo-
cuJI ee OT cedsl, HO Ha TOM MecTe oKazasiach Maprapurta. OHa BRIpOHIIIA KMHXKAJ U3 PYK, KOT/Ia YBH-
e KpOBaByIo 3y0acTyIo IIaCTh U IIel0, U3 KOTOPOH XJiecTasa KpoBb. JleByIka packpbuia poT, MOsi-
THJIACh Ha3aJl M OCTYIMJIACh, yIaB Ha 3eMio. Heuto HaGpocuiock Ha Hee M 3aMaxHyJI0Ch OIPOMHOM
JIarou, Kak mepes Hel okazaics PoOept. OH ycren 3aKphiTh €e CBOMM TeJIOM U MOTYYH/I CHITbHBIN
yZap KOrTsIMH 1o crimHe. [lapeHs 3akpryait oT O0JIM U, pa3MaxHYBIIKCh, YIAPHI ThUILHOM CTOPOHOM
PYKH B TYITyI0 MOpPAY 4yaoBuIla. BcraB n 006epHyBIIMCH, BaMIp BHOBb OMy4nI yaap. Kortu tBapu
paspe3anu BCIo OACXKIY, U JITTMHHbIE KPOBaBbIe CJIEAbl OCTATUCH HA TPYIU U KuBoTe. PoOGepT BHOBD
HaOpOCHWJICSI Ha Bpara, MbITasiCh YBECTH U3-TI0J yaapa Mapraputy. Bammnmp Hayas mosocoBarh KOrT-
TSAMH 9yHOBHIIIE, a TYCTOM BOJIOC JIETeJ B pa3Hble CTOpOHBI. [TapeHs cTapasics moaBecTH YyJOBHIIE K
OOpBIBY, HO TYT OHO BIETMJIOCH €MY TMPSIMO B IIIEI0 ¥ OTOPBAJIO OT 3eMJIi. KpoBb OpbI3HYNa U3 paHbl.
JleByIiIka MATAIACh Ha3a]] U HATKHYJIACh HA JIEPEeBO, MOCIE Yero B OLETIEHEHNH He IIEBETIIach U BO
BCe I71a3a HaOmogana 3a mpoucxofsamum. Heuto Gpocaio Bamnupa B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, MBITAsICh €TI0
o0e3r1aBuTh. PoOepT Kpenko B3sUICs OIHON PYKOH 3a TOJIOBY CyIIECTBa, a APYrod CTajJ HAaHOCUTDb
yZapsl KOI'TSIMU TIpsMO B 11iet0. KpoBb XjiecTana B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. YyIOBUINE 3aCTOHANIO U OTILIE-
MUJIOCH OT Iien Bamnipa. PoOepT MogHsII CyIecTBO U, iepedpocHB uepe3 cedst, COPOCHIT ¢ 0OphIBa.
TBapb ycriena cXBaTUThb €ro 32 HOTY U yTalluja 3a COOOM.

Hacrynuna Tuimmna. MaprapuTa CIjIOTHY/IA M BHUMATENIBHO CleIuIa 32 OOPBIBOM.

Brpyr ortyna mocislmacsi Tpeck, M MosiBAJIACh PyKa, KOTOpasi BUEMWIACh B 3eMJTI0. 3aTeM
CJIeZIOM ToKa3asach rojoBa Podepra. OH, mocTaHbiBasi, yXBaTHICS JPYroi PyKOM 32 KOPEHb U TOTsI-
HyJicsi. OTron3 oT 0OpbiBa ¥ 3aMep, YTKHYBILKCH JIMLIOM B CBIPYIO 3€MJTIO.

Maprapura czenayia MeiJIeHHbIE IIark, HO TIOTOM NoOeXkana K MapHIo. YIaB Ha KOJISHU Tepe
HUM, J€BYIIIKA MIepeBEpHYJIa €r0 Ha CIUHY, pa3opBasa YK€ UCKPOMCAHHYIO UyJOBHUILEM OIEKAY U
yBUjIeNa JAJIMHHbIE TyOOKMe paHbl, a U3 IIeH Bce elle Mpoaorkaia Tedb KpoBb. Ha Bcem Tene Kpo-
BaBbIe U PBaHbIE MECTa — CJIE/Ibl OT YKYCOB.

— Boxke! — axHyna ieByIka, u Podept oTKpbLI T1a3a.

Maprapura THXO BCKPUKHYJIA, IIPUKPBIB POT pyKamH.

— Kak BbI? — pazpajcs ero rosoc.
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Oma, He OTpbIBasl pyK OT JIMLIA, B3IJIsIHY/IA HA paHbl. OHYU 3aTATMBAJIMCH U UCYE3JIU MPSIMO Ha
ee r1azax. bonee riyOokue 3a)XKUBAIN Me/IJIEHHEE.

JleBy1ika ¢ y’&acoM IOCMOTpeJia B I71a3a MapHs ¥ IPOMOJIBUJIA, CJIOBHO KOHCTATUpOBasa (PaKT:

— ThI He YesnoBeK.

Pyka HeBoJIbHO MOTSHYJIACH K JIekKalleMy Ha 3eMiie KMHxkaly. [lanblipl Halynam pyKosiTKy,
Y OHa KPETIKO ee CxKaa.

— Kt0 TH1? — cipocuiia Maprapura.

— Bawm...mup, — ¢ paccraHoBKO#M OTBeTHI PobOepT.

OH KpaeM I71a3a 3aMETUJI B €€ PyKe KUHXKaJI.

— V06eii, — TPOMOJIBUT NApEHb, — U Tl OOJIETYHIIIb. . .MOU CTPAJIaHHMS.

JleByIIKa CIJIOTHY/Ia ¥ TIOJHSUIA HAJl HUM OCTPOE JIE3BHE U KPEIKO CKajla PYKOSTKY 0OeUMHU
pykamu. Eil emie HUKoOr1a He IPUXOAUIIOCHh OAAHMMATh CBOM KMHKaJl Ha yesnoBeka. OHa ero Ucrosib-
30BaJIa JIMIIIb JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI OTITYTHYTh MJIM HAITYTaTh KAKOrO-HUOYAb BOPHUIIIKY WM Oe31eIbHHKA,
PELIMBILIETO MOMBITATh CYACThE B Kpake. BOT To/bKo nepest Hell ceituac HaxoAuJIcs He yesioBek. Bosne
Hee Jiexkall MU, 0 KOTOPOM OHa CJIblIIaJIa UICTOPUU U3 pa3HbIX YCT U HE OfIMH pa3. Maprapura HUKO-
2 He Bepuiia B pacckasbl 0 Bamnupax. Ho Bce okazasnochk npasaoi. M dynoBuile, KOTopoe Hamnajio
Ha HHUX, BOBMOXHO, SIBJISTIOCH 000pOoTHEM. VI MOHCTp, KOTOPBIN HABOAMJI CTPaX Ha MHOTHUX JIIOZIEH,
3aIUTHII ee OT Hero. JleByIlKa BCIOMHIIIA, KaK OH 3aKPbLT €e CBOUM TEeJIOM, YTOOBI OHA He MOCTpa-
nana. I Maprapura HauMHaJIa MIOHUMATh, 4TO0 PoOepT He MOHCTD.

JleByllIKa OmyCcTrIa KUHXKAJ.

— Tol ciac MHe ku3Hb. [Touemy?

— [ToTtomy 4TO 51 HE YyHOBHIIIE, XOTb U SIBJISIOCH UM.

Bamnup nomnsitascsi BctaTrh, HO C IEPBOrO pa3a He MOTy4YUJIoCh. Maprapura MoaxBaTuja ero
T0J1 JIOKOTh ¥ TIOMOIJIa TOAHSTHCS Ha HOrH. [lapeHb, MOMATHIBASCH, MOAOUIET W MPHUCIOHMICS K
nepeBy. Ero myumia kaxaa kpoBu. OH CrblIaj, Kak ObICTPO OMJIOCH CEpAlle AEBYIIKU, U €€ PUTM
3armyman ciaoBa Mapraputel. Pobept 3akMypri r1a3a U mbITajicsi ce0si KOHTPOIMpoBath. Kibiku
ME/IJIEHHO NOSIBJISIMCH BO PTY, a MaJjblbl KPENKO BOH3AJIMCh B KOPY JIepeBa.

— 41 caplmana MHOTO paccKa3oB O BaMIMpPax U OOOPOTHSIX, HO HU OIHOMY M3 HUX HE BepuJa.
MHe roBopuid, YTO Bbl yKacHbl. Bam He BeoMo Muiiocepaue U COCTpaJaHue M Bac MOCTOSIHHO
Myu4aer ’kaxJa KpoBH.

PoGepT, CKOHIIEHTPHPOBABIIIUCH, COBIAAAI HA/l CBOMM pasyMoM. OH y:Ke He CIIbIIIaI cepiie-
Ouenust Maprapurbl, HO 4yBCTBO JKasK/Ibl BCE PABHO OCTaJIOCh.

— 41 coBceM mHOM, — mpoienTan BaMnup. — Yto 310 3a TBaph ObuIa? — CIPOCHII OH yXKe HOp-
MaJIBHBIM TOJIOCOM. — DTO 0O0POTEHb?

— Bo3moxHo. {1 He 3Ha0. Ham syuiiie yXoguTh OTCI0f1a, TIOKa OH HE BEPHYJICA.

Cryctst BpeMsi OHM, MOJT4a, 1IUIA APYT Nojjie apyra. Maprapura KpaeM I71a3a norjisapBajia Ha
PoGepra, koTopbiii cMoTpen cebe moa Horr. OHa He UCTIBIThIBAJIa CTpaxa WM HEeMPHUSA3HU 10 OTHO-
meHnio K Hemy. Hao60poT, 4yBCTBO cUMIIaTHH MPOSIBUIIOCH B Hell. PoOepT el moHpaBumiics, He Kak
BaMITHp, a KaK YeJIOBEK, XOTh U He SBJISUICS UM OOJIbIIIE.

«Hanmo xe, — BApYr yJIOBWJI OH MBICIM JIeBYIIKM, — Bamnup! 1 noueMy mHe He cTpariHo?
OTKyna ke Thl B3sJICS 7».

— Bam He cTpaIllHO HaXOAUTCS PAJOM CO MHOU? — cripocut PoGepr.

— Her. [Jaxe nHe 3Ha10 nodemy, — ynbiOHynack Mapraputa. — Ho oyeHb cTpaHHO BHIETh Bac
pagom. Kak Bbl cranu Bamnupom?

— MeHns obparmy.

— Bl janu cBoe cortacue? — 3aMHTEPecOBaJIach IEBYILKA.

— Her. Mens oOparwiu npoTuB Moei BOJIH.

— O! Iporry MpoCTUTL MEHS 32 MOE JIIOOOIBITCTRO.

— Huuero crpamnoro.
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— A TOT Bamnup, KOTOPBIA 0OpaTI Bac, rje OH ceivac? — CIpochiia OHa CITYCTSI MOJTYaHHME.

— OH MepTB, — KOPOTKO oTBeTH] PoOepT.

BricTpblii X0mofok mpodeskan no cnuHe Mapraputsl. OHa KpaeMm I71a3a B3IJIsTHy/Ia Ha MapHs 1
OTBETHUJIA, TOCMOTpEB cede MoJ] HOTHU:

— ScHo.

B TemHOM capae, rje jexano ceHo, MOABEIIEHHBIN 32 PyKH BUCET BUKTOP, KOTOPBIH MOJTHOCTHIO
yXke oOpaThiicsi B BAMITHPA, a Ha ero Iiee Brcell cepeOpsiHbIid KpecT. Horu ero ObliM TOXe CBSI3aHBbI,
YTOOBI OH HE CMOT YAapUTh XpUCTO(a, KOTOPHIN CTOSU Mepe/] HUM M HAHOCKIT YAAPhl OJIMH 32 IPYTUM
B J)KUBOT, TpyAb 1 JMI0. OT HUX OXOTHUK PAaCKauMBaJICs KaK rpylia, HO KOMIIAHbOHBI MaJlaya CTOSLIH
10 00eM CTOPOHAM Y OCTAHABJIMBAIIU €10, YTOOBI TOT MPOJOJIKAI TIBITKY.

[Moce HeckombKO ymapoB Xpuctod ocraHoBWIICA. Kynaku ero Obumd pa3outsl B KpoBb. OauH
r1a3 BUKTOpa cusil KpOBaBbIM CHHSIKOM, U OH UM ILIOXO BHeN. BepxHsis ry0a pa3outa u Haayaach,
a HOC TIOCTOSTHHO KPOBOTOUMIL

— Hy, Bukrop, — cka3as OXOTHHK, — PaCCKaelllb HaM, C KEM Thl ISWCTBUTEILHO BCTPETUIICS B
necy? Vnu MHe cka3aTh MOMM KOMIIAHbOHaM, YTOOB! OHM TIPOAOJIKIIIN 32 MEHsI, a?

[TneHHUK OTXapKHYJ COOPABIIYIOCS BO PTY KPOBb.

— 51 e roBOpHJI BaM: MbI C OpaToM BCTPETHJIM BaMIMpa 1 yOWIH ero. §l mprHec ero rojioBy.

— Ty ronoBy, KOTOpYIO Thl IPUHEC, — CKa3ajl XpHUCTO(, B3SIB OXOTHUKA 32 BOJIOCHI, — €€ OTpy-
OUIM HEe MeJoM, a 4yeM-To Ipyrum. $1 maxe momo3pesato yem. U s Xxouy 3HaTh, KTO 31O cenat. Kro
ere ObUT B Jlecy KpoMe Bac?

BuKTOp B3MISIHYT HA HETO OTHUM TJIA30M.

— Hy, x10?

OXOTHUK TUTIOHYJI €My TIPSIMO B JIUIIO KPOBSIHOU CJTIOHOM.

— Iommen To1!

Xpucto( BHITEp JIUIIO, U €0 KOMITAHBOHBI MIPOIOJIKIIIN OUTH 3a HETO.

— XgBarut! Cron! — npukasan oH UM CIycTsl BpeMs. — Thl cTan BaMnupoM JOOPOBOJIBHO WU
HET? — MOMEAJIUB, CITPOCUJT MYKUMHA.

BuUKTOD TAXENO0 BABIXAT BO3YX.

— Koro TbI BcTpeTnit B siecy? — mpolienTai OXOTHUK eMy Ha yxo. — CKaxu MHe, U 51 Te0s1 yObio
o4eHb ObICTpO. [lato croBo.

[TneHHUK TJISTHYJT HA HeroO |, TIOMOJTYaB, OTBETHT:

— JIByX BaMIMPOB, — BHIABHUJI MYKUHHA.

Xpuctod yabIOHYICS KpaeM pTa U CKaza:

— Bor Tenepp MbI IPOABUTAEMCHL.

— 41 xouy cka3arb Bam criacu6o, muctep Pobepr, 3a To, 4TO Craciu MHE JKM3Hb, — TOBOPUJIA
Maprapura. — 5l JaBHO yXe X0y 10 3THM TPOIaM 1 HUKOT/IA He CIIbIIIAJIA U He BUENA 371eCh HUUEro
MOI00HOTO.

— He crout 6naropapHocTu.

- H606XO)II/IMO NocCrpamuBaTbh MECTHBIX OXOTHUKOB, BCTPEYAJIN JIX OHU HEYTO HOIIO6HOG 31E€Ch
paHblIie.

— MHoro 1 JIIofiel XOIAT MO TUM Tporam?

— Kuremm [lapema mpeArnovYuTaiOT COKpAIIaTh MyTh Yepe3 ITOT JieC, HEeKeNM WATH BJIONb
JIOpOTH.

— Torna Hafo pexynpeauTh BCEX, Y4TO TOT Jiec HeOe3omnaceH. Heb3s1, 4ToObl KTO-TO MOCTpa-
nai, — ocraHoBwics Pooepr.

— Ho kak? — cnipocuna Maprapura. — Cka3arth BCeM, 4TO Ha MEHs1 Harasl 000pPOTeHb, a BAMITHP
MeH$ 3aiuThI?
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— He coBcem, — nonymas, OTBETWI ITAPEHb. — Y MEHS €CTh UJEs.

Xpucrtod, BEITHpast pyKH, BHIXOIHJI U3 capas, a CJISJJOM 32 HUM €ro KOMITaHbOHBI.

— Tpyn ocraButh 31€Ch? — CIPOCUIT OUH U3 HUX.

— Ja. K yrpy oOHapyxat. Y Hac BpeMeHH Ha ero 3aXOpOHEHHe.

— Ho oH xe ObUT OXOTHUKOM! — BO3pa3wl oiiH. — TakuM Kak Mbi!

— OH ObUT OXOTHUKOM, KOTOPOTO 0OpaTuiv! — MOBBICKII ToJI0C XpHcTod. — Mitn 1oOpoBOIEHO
COMJIACUJICS] HA 3TO, — TO3Ke JOOABIIT OH.

— ymaerb, OH npaBy cKazai? — CpoOCHIT APYTOu.

— Hymarto, 1a, — OTBETUJI OXOTHHK. — EC/IM OH HampaBwWics B Ty CTOPOHY, B KOTOPYIO yKa3al
BukTop, TO eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Tlie MbI ero BCTpeTtuM, 310 lapem. Tak 4To aneko oH He yIed.
A Takxke eMy HEOOXOIMMO JIEPXKAThCS BO3JIE JOAEH, YTOOBI MUTAThCsl KPOBbI0. OH ke BaMITHp, 3TOT
Pobept. — MyxurHa 6pocut TpANKY U mpofonkui: — Otnpaensemcs B Japewm!

Onu num. Briepenn BunHencs dapem — HeOoubiasi IepeBHSI B HECKOJIBKO COTEH YeJIOBEK.
[Nocenenue MpakTHUECKN HUKTO He OXpaHsil. JKUTeH KUK B TUIIUHE U TIYIIY OT OCTJIBHOTO MHPA,
¥ MaJio KTO 3aJyMbIBaJicsl 0 Oe3onmacHocTH. Ciofla peKo JTOXOAWIN CIyXH. VIX CIIOBHO OCTaHaBIIH-
BaJI TYCTOM JpeMy4uil Jiec, OKPYXaBIIUi JepeBHI0. KuTean caMmu criocoOOHbI MPOTrHATh rpaduTesneit
Y UX OHU He Oostnch. Uykak 371eCh cpasy BBIAEISUICS cpeay BceX. Bosblie Beero xutenn OOosIich
MoXkapa: OH BHYIIAJ UM CTpax.

— V¥V Hac ecthb capaii, — ropopuia Mapraputa. — Bl MoxkeTe TiepeHoueBaTh U MPUBECTH CeOsl
B TIOPSZIOK TaM.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIMChH BO3JIE I0OMA: AEBYIIKA 3aMETUJIA JIBYX YEJIOBEK.

— Bon, nBepsb creBa.

— MHe Hazmo Obl BO 4TO-HHOYAb NepeoneThcs, — orsaeB ceds, ckasan Pobepr. — YV Bac He
HanaeTCss CBOOOJHOM 01K bl ?

Mapraputa paccMoTpera ero pa3opBaHHYIO OJ€KAy U OTBETHIA:

— Oten MOH B IPOIIJIOM 3aHUMAJICS] TOPTOBJIEH. Y HEro €CTh KOCTIOM, KOTOPbIi OH yXke 1IaBHO
He HOcHT. Sl puHecy ero Bam.

— bnaropapio Bac, Maprapura.

— Hy 4ro BbI, — 00EpHYBIIUCH, YABIOHY/IACh JEBYIIKA, OTBETHB, — BBl CIIACIM MHE KU3Hb. 1 B
JOJITY TIepes BaMU.

Ona BHIITIsSIHY/IA M3-32 JIOMA U CKa3aia:

— Wnure, muctep Pobepr. 4 npuny k Bam.

Bammnup HampaBuiicsi B CTOpOHY capasi, a MaprapuTa CIOKOHHO, Kak HUA B 4eM He ObIBajio,
rouuia Brepe.

B nome ee BcTpetmiia MaTh, XJI0NOTaBIIAs Ha KyxHe. OTelr yxe OblT He MOJIOZ, ¥ IOSTOMY eMy
YACTEHBKO MPUXOIUIIOCh OCTaBaThCs JOMaA.

— He crout teGe ogHOM Iy/asiTh HOYBIO, — TOBOPWJIA MaTh U3 KyXHH, YCJIBIIIAB MPUXO] I0YEPH. —
Bcsikue MoryT 3a0pecTH B HaIllM Jieca.

JleBy1iIka pasysach U C yIbIOKOH MTPOrOBOPHJIA, TIPOXOAS HA KYXHIO:

— A Tebe He CTOUT ITO MOBTOPSITh KAKABIN pa3, — M OHA UMOKHYJIA €€ B IIEKY.

— 41 xe marb! — BO3MYTHIIACh KEHIIMHA U Cpasy ycrokowyack. — [lepexuBaio 3a 1e0s. Thl y
MeHs1 oqHa. U keHuxa y TeOs1 HeT, — JOroBOpHia OHa.

— 3aro ecTb KMHXKaJ, MOJAPEHHbII OTIIOM, — TOBOpUJIa MaprapuTa, OKa3biBasi U pasIiisiabBast
OpYyXXHe.

— Xe! Kunskan He gact tebe nereii! — v oHU 00e 3aCMesUTUCh U JIEBYIIIKA, OOHSIB MaTh, IPHKa-
J1ach K HEH.
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— Hy-ny! Yero Tb1? Yero rna3eHku BbUIyNIAIa HA MeHs? AJib K€HMXa BCTPETUIa, a? — JJACKOBO
3aysbI0asiach Marh.

— Her, HO BcTpeTuia rocnoguHa, y KOTOPOro ObLT KOCTIOM KaK y OTIA, — OTKYChIBAasi MEIKUMU
KyCOYKaMH MUPOKOK, ToBopriia Maprapura.

— Ja ny!

— WUctunnas npasaa. OH, Bpojie Kak, OCTAaHOBUJICS Y Hac.

—Heyxenu? — ynuBuiack Math. — OTITy CIIMIJIM KOCTIOM Ha 3aKa3 U MaTepust JOBOJIBLHO I0pOTasi.
Bupats, rocnionus u3 6orateix, a, Maprapura? Takue JIIOAM K HaM peKy 3ae3karb. MoxeT, 9T0 TBOU
KEHMX 3aexaJl 32 TOOON? — M MaTh BHOBb 3ay/IbIOAJIach, MOTJISIbIBAS HA JOYb.

JleByIIka B OTBET YJIBIOHYJIaCh ¥ CIIPOCHIIA:

— Mawm, a rae KocTioMm oTLa?

— Tam *e, rae v Bcerga: B CyHIyKe B KOPHIOPE BO3JIE CTEHBI.

Maprapure 3T0 U Hy’KHO ObLJIO 3HATb.

— Kyna sto T1? — BCTperneHynach Marh.

— Ioiiny B capaii.

— Ha Houb rsi1s1? — yaMBUIaCh JKEHIIMHA.

— IIpoBenaio oBelr 1 0OpaTHO.

— Hy, xopomo. Crymnaii.

Kak Tompko mMaTh oTBepHYJIach Maprapurta TUXOHBKO MPOIIUIA B KOPUIOP U OTIEpia CyHAYK.
KocTiom oT11a OBLT aKKYpaTHO YJ10KeH. Ellie HECKObKO CTaphiX, HO B IOBOJIBHO XOPOIIIEM COCTOSIHUM,
BEIIIEH JIEXKAJIO B HEM.

JleByIIka B3sijia €ro, MOMYTHO NMPUXBATHB HOXHUIIBI, OPUTBY U PacuecKy, U OTIPaBUJIACh B
capaii. Ha ynune ona Hukoro He BcTpeTuia. [IBepb cierka ckpunHyiaa 1 Maprapura Bonuia. OBUpbI U
OapaHbl OJIesTN: YyBCTBOBAJIM MIPUCYTCTBUE YeIoBeKa. [ opsiieit cBevoii oHa ocBelnana cede myThb.

— Mucrep Pobepr, Bbl 31€Ch? — OCTAHOBHUBIIKCH, CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Maprapwura, s1 HaBepxy, — OTO3BAJICSI OH.

JleByIIka MoAHsIa TOJIOBY M yBHIETa TeMHYy (urypy. Bammnup ckuHyn ¢ ceOsi BEPXHIOI
OfIe)KAy Y cIpbIrHYJ BHU3. OOHaKEHHOE TeJIO MapHsi CMYTHJIO IEBYIIIKY, M OHA OIycTuiIa ri1asa. [Ipu
cBete cBeur PoOepT 3amMeTu1, Kak ee IEeKH CTau OarpoBbIMU, U OH YCITBIIIIAN, KaK cepre ee ObICTPO
3a0UJI0Ch.

— I mpunecna onexay otua. OHa TOMKHA BaM TMOJIOWTH, — HE TIOMHUMAs IJ1a3, TIPOrOBOPHUIIA
oHa. — BoT HOXHUIIBL, a TaM, B yriTy, O04Ka ¢ Bojior. MoxkeTte npuBecTy cedst B IOPSIOK.

— Jlaxe He 3HaI0, KaK Bac oTOIaronapuTh, Maprapura, — mpuHUMas Bely, ckazan Pobeprt.

— Hy uto BbI, — ynbIOHYaCh AEBYIIKA. — §] BCe ellie B AOATY TMepes BaMH.

OHa pa3BepHysach ¥ cOOUPAIach yXOAUTh, HO, OCTAHOBUBIIIKCH, TIOBEPHYNIACH M CIIPOCHJIA:

— Moxer, BaM IOMOYb. . .[IOCTPAYb BOJIOCHI?

— Byny Gnarogapen Bam.

[lno Bpemsi, 1 Mapraputa npuoauia PoGepra B mopsaok. OH cuzien Bo3jie O0YKH, a OHA
HAMauMBAJI €ro TOJIOBY M cTpuria. [IJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI C KaXIbIM pa3oM YKOPAauMBAIUCh, KOTOpPHIE
MeCTaMH CJIMIUIMCH OT rpsi3u. [1oToM zieByIIKa momMorasia napHio cOpuTh ATMHHYI0 O0poy, KOTOpast
Toxe Obu1a B Tpsizu. U korga MaprapuTa 3akoHYMIIa, BaMITUP IOCMOTpPEN Ha ce0sl B 3epKajio, B KOTO-
POM JaBHO ceOsi TaM He Bujesn. Boponsl He ObLIO, a JAJTMHHBIE BOJOCH MPEBPATUIIMCH B KPACHUBYIO
npudecky. s mapHs 9TO 0Ka3aJIoch Aaxe KaK-TO HE MPUBBIYHO.

— Terneps Bam HaJJ0 MOMBITH CBOE TEJIO, a TIOCJIe HaIeHbTe KOCTIOM, — IIPOrOBOPHIIA AEBYIIKA. —
S mpoBenaro Bac paHo yTpoM. A Tenepb MHE HaJl0 UJITH.

— bnaronapio Bac, Maprapura, — NOKJIOHWJICSI BAMITUP.

— CniokoitHoi Houm, Muctep Pobepr.

JleByliKa B3sJla CBEYY U yIILIa.
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Hacrynuna Hous. B nome Mapraputhsl 1aBHO norac cBeT. PoOepT B300Opasicst 1O JIeCTHUIIE Ha
BTOPOU SIPYyC B capae u, MoAoiIs K OKHY 0e3 (popTouek, rpucel, cBecrB HOrd. CIIBIITHO ObUIO, KaK B
TpaBe MeJM CBEPYKH. 3alyMUYMBbIi B3[JIsA]] BAMIIMpa YyCTPEMUJICS B TEMHYIO 1ajib HOud. OH gymait o
Maprapure. [leByIika eMmy o4eHb HOHPABIIACh, HO POOEpT MOHMMAJI, YTO HUKAKOro OyIyIlero ¢ Hei
HUKorza He Oyner. OHa — 4yesioBek, a oH — uygosuie. Ho oHa ero e 6outcsi. M B ee ronose Bammup
TOI/Ia IPOYMTAJT MBIC/IU, YTO IOHpaBuiIcA eil. [Toka TonbKo OHa 3HAeT, KTO OH TaKOW Ha CaMOM JieJie.
A eciu y3HAIOT 1 OCTajbHbIe, uTO Toraa Oyner? Moxer, crout yiutu? Ilpsmo ceituac?

OH cOpeIrHy/1 M TUXO MPU3EMIIAJICS Ha HOTU U Tpolesncs Brnepel. IIotTom BHOBb 3a1yMurBO
MocMoTped BAajb jieca. Ceifuac mapeHs OblT CBOOOEH M MOT YUTH M BHOBb OPOAUTH B OMHOUYECTBE,
HO 00pa3 MaprapuTsl ero ocTaHoBUJI. PoOepT moBepHyJICS ¥ HANIPABUJICS B capaid.

YacTb oBell MPUIIOAHSIIACH, 3aBUJIEB YeJIOBEeKa. Bamnup nogoriesn K HUM U B3sUICS pyKamu 3a
JepeBsiHHbIE BOPOTA, KOTOPBIE OTAEJISIM €r0 OT KHUBOTHBIX. Ero Myunia xaxjia KpoBu.

Maprapura paHHUM YTPOM BoIilia B capail. OBIIbI O71esuii, a PoOGepT CTosT CIIMHOM K HEw.

— Muctep Pobept? — no3Bajia oHa U OCTAHOBUJIACK.

Bammnmp o6epHysics. Ha Hem ObLT OIET OTIIOBCKUH KOCTIOM, KOTOPBIH, KCTaTH, EMY OY€Hb 010~
ied.

OH paccmotpen cebst M CIPOCHUT:

— Hy kax?

— Bawm ouens uzer, — ynsiOHynacr Maprapura.

— Bce uzet no miany? — cpocus OH CIYCTSl BpeMsl.

— Ha. {1 nomxHa Bac MO3HAKOMUTBL ¢ MOMM OTLOM. OH noka enie coctouT B CoBeTe CTapeyimH.
[Tocne...cmoxere yUTH, — MOMEAJINIIA OHA.

Barsaa aeBylky orycTusics, U MapeHb 3aMeTWI IPYCTh Ha ee JIULIE.

— Maprapura? — Tuxo nossai ee Podeprt, korna oHa cooupanach yXOIuThb.

JleByI1Ka OCTaHOBMJIACh U MEUIEHHO MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY.

— Ilouemy Bam rpycTHO? — CIIPOCHII OH.

Bammnup ycabimman, kak ee cepate ObIcTpo 3a0Miioch U JpixaHue nepexsarmiio. Ha ee rmazax
HayaJli HABOPAYUBAThCS CJIE3bI.

—4I..., — Ha4aja oHa ¥ OCTAaHOBMJIACh.

PoGepT mopoen Kk Heil U B3I 32 PyKY.

— 41 mo6mo Bac, Maprapura, — MpU3HAJICS OH.

Ona Bcd 3aTpenerana u 3aiepkaiia JblxaHue, CMOTpsl eMy NpsIMO B I1a3a. Mblciu Bee cliyTa-
JIMChH B TOJIOBE, M OHA yXe He 3HaJla, YTO OTBETUTh eMy. [leByIlKa Mprxkanach K HEMy, M OH OOHSLT ee.

— 51 ocranyck ¢ T0o60i1, Mapraputa, — mpomonsui PoGept, Babixast apoMar ee BOJIOC.

— Xopouio, — TOJILKO ¥ OTBETHJIA AEBYIIIKA.

Cryctst HEeKOTOpOE BpeMsl OHM BMECTE BOLIUIM B €€ JOM, U Ha [OpOre UX BCTPETUJIA MaTb.

— Maprapura, Tbl ipuBena rocrs?

— la, mama.

JKeHyHa cuziena Ha KyxHe 3a CTOJIOM, 3a KOTOPbIM CHJIEJ U OTell.

JeBy1ika BoluIa, a 3a Heil U PoOepr.

— 39t0 muctep Podepr, uz [lyBpa, — npeacraBuia ero Maprapura.

— 3/paBCTBYITE, — MOKJIOHUJICS OH.

— MpI ¢ HUM COBCeM HeJJaBHO TIO3HAKOMUJIKCE. Y mMucTepa Pobepra ecTh BakHast MH(pOpMALIS.
W nockoneky otent coctout B CoBeTe cTapeiilvH, s pelnia IpUBeCcTy ero cioaa. 1 aymaro, Bam ectb
0 YeM IOrOBOPUTH, — B3IVIsIHYJIA JIEBYIIIKA Ha OTIIA.

— Yo Xk, — MogyMaB, OTBEYAJI My)XUMHA, — IPUCAKUBaTECh, MUCTep PobepT.

— Brnarogapio, — OTBETHII TAPEHDb M IPUCEI 32 CTOJI HAITPOTUB HETO.

— Bol npuGbun onaK? — cripocui oter] Maprapursl.
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— Nvenno Tak. A npudsin u3 lyspa. [leso B TOM, YTO B HalIMX Jiecax OOMTaJl 3BEpb, U3-3a
KOTOPOTO HEMAJIO MOTrr0I0 JIOJEH.

— A-a! 51 HecKOIBKO pa3 cibliia; 00 STOW UCTOPUU U3 Pa3HBIX ycT. Muctep PobGepr, Bl xoTHTE
cKazarh, YTO OH MOT TepedparhbCsl B HAIl Jiec?

— ¥V Hac ecTb NOI03pEHUs, YTO OH yKe ITO CAeall.

— O 6oxe! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA XKEHIIMHA 1 B3IJISTHYJIA Ha MyXKa.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak cuurtaere?

— Hekotopoe Bpemsi Ha3a/1 HaIlIK OXOTHUKH TIOTBITAJIMCH €10 YOUTh U € TeX Mop yOuicTBa mpe-
KpaTWJIMCh, U 3Bepsl HUKTO He BuAen. OHU CKa3aiu, YTO OH, NPEATNOIOKUTETHHO, HAIIPABUJICS B CTO-
pony apema. To ecTb B Balry CTOPOHY.

— W BBI punumy crozia, YToOBl HAC MTPEAYNPEIUTH?

— Nmenno tak. Bl cocroute B CoBete crapeimvH. 1 XoTea Obl, 9YTOOBI Bbl ITOCOBETOBATUCH
CO CBOMMH KOJUIETaMHU U TIPeIyNpeIyv KUTeNe, YToObl OHM He XOIWIN uepe3 Jiec. Mapraputa
CKa3aJa, 4To IO TPOIIe B BallleM JIECY XOIUT MHOTO JIIOJEH.

— 4 Bac nonsu1, muctep PoOept, — mporoBopus MyKUnMHa U, KPsIXTs, BCTAI CO CTyia. — S
cerofnsi xe coodrry Coery o Baieir HOBOCTH. Bam ertie ectb, YTo MHE cKa3aTh? — MOMEJIUB, CIIPO-
CHJI OH.

PoGepTt BcTam 1, MOKJIOHUBIIKCH, OTBETHIL:

— V wmens Bee.

— bnaropmapio Bac.

My>x4rHa Tofo1esn Oke K MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBEKY U, pacCMaTpuBasi ero, CKasal:

— Hano ke, y Bac KOoCTIoM MpsiM Kak y MeHs1. Takast e TKaHb, TAKOM K€ IIBET. .., — TOBOPHJI OH,
MPOBO/ISI PyKaMHU TI0 IJIe4aM M pyKaBaM KOCTIOMA. — XOTHTE 51 BAM CBOU MOKaxy?

Maprapura B cTpaxe B3IVIsIHYJIa Ha TIApHS.

— He crour, — cobpajicst ¢ MBICIISIMU OH, — sl BaM BEpIo.

— Yro x, muctep Pobept, mo3BosbTe MHE Bac MOOIArofapuTh: oTyxruHaeTe ¢ Hamu? §1 mymaro,
MaprapuTta Oynet paja, a? — B3IISHYJI ¢ YIBIOKOW OTell Ha JOYb.

JleBy11Ka MoKpacHesa 1 OIyCThIIa I1a3a.

— 51 6yny TosbKO paa, — ynsiOHyAcs PoGepT 1 BcTpeTwics ¢ B3MII0M Maprapurs.

OH BbILLIEJ U3 I0OMA, a CJIEA0M 32 HUM U JIEBYIIIKA.

— ¥V Hac nomy4msoch? — Cipocujia OHa, B3IVISIHYB Ha BaMITUPA.

— Iloka Bce uaet no mwiany. Terepsb Oynem xaath pemerus CoBeta.

CrycTs BpeMsi Ha IUIOIAau coOpacs Hapo.

— IMocnymaiite, — TOBOPUI OJVH W3 CTAPESHIIINH, — MBI COOpaJId Bac 3/1eCh He CaydaiiHO. — B
TOJITIE BOL[APIJIACH THIIIMHA U BCE CTAIM BHUMATEJBHO CIIyIIaTh. — Jlelo B TOM, YTO MbI TIOIYYHIIH
W3BECTHE, YTO B HAIIIEM JIECY, BO3MOXHO, OOMTAET 3BepPb, KOTOPHI MOKET HAMACTh HA JIIOJIEH.

IMo Tonme mpomuIo BOCKJIUIIAHUE U cTpax. JKuTenu nepersisabBaInCh APYT C IPYroM, Kak Obl
CIIpaIvBasi, He MOCIBIIIAIOCH JIU WM.

— Iloxanyiicta, yCriOKONTECh! — FOBOPHII CTapeMIlIMHA, IOAHSB PYKHU.

Tonmna HekoTopoe BpeMs ryziena, HO YCIIOKOUJIACh.

K momanm nonxoanim Tpoe HEM3BECTHBIX B YEPHBIX ofesTHUSIX. Ha HUX HUKTO He oOparma
BHUMaHMS.

— Yr0 3a 3Bepb-TO? — BHIKPUKHYJI TOJIOC U3 TOJIIHI.

Crapeiiimuna o6epHyJcs K PodepTy, KOTOPBIH CTOSUT B CTOPOHE OT HEr0, BHOBb IIOCMOTpEJT Ha
3aTUXIIUX KUTEJeW U TPOMOJIBUIT:

— Ilo ciyxam 310 Bamnup.

Ha stor pa3 Tonma monmyana. O cyliecTBOBaHMM BaMIIMPOB Majlo KTO 3HAJ, Ja U HUKTO HE
BEpWJI B HUX. BOJIBIIMHCTBO BEPUIJIO B KOJIAYHOB M BEAbM, HEKEJIW B BAMIUPOB. JIUIIIb HEMHOTHM
OXOTHHMKaM, KOTOPBIM y/IaBJIOCh BCTPETUTHCS C O€3KATOCTHBIMU CO3/IaHUSIMU, PACCKA3bIBATIN O HUX.
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Ho camux 0XOTHMKOB OBUIO HE TaK YK U MHOTO. OHM CJIOBHO ObLIH OTIIEIBHUKY CPEAH JIIOZIEH: BeIH
MHOI 00pa3 KU3HMU.

— W, BO3MOXHO, OH OOUTAET B HAIIIEM JIECY, — TPOJOJIKUII CTapeHIIIMHA.

— He yx-10? Paze? Uto Ham Tenepsb Aearh? — pa3gaBajvch rojaoca B TOJIIE.

— Tak oHO W ecTb! — BBIIIEN BrIiepe]] POC/IbIA MyKYMHA B pydaxe. — YTpoM cero JHs OBILY
OoOHapYKWJI MEpPTBYIO B Jiecy. ['opJio meperphI3 eii 38epb.

Tonmna axHyia.

— ITo MHe Tak KaxeTcst OBIIa Ballla, FTOCTIOAWH.

Maprapura packpblia poT, a B3IJIsiA ee cTai cepbe3HbiM. OHa 6pocuiia B3op Ha Pobepra, u oH
OITYCTHJI IJ1a3a.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Tpoe HEeM3BECTHBIX MOAOIUIN W, OCTAHOBHUBIINCH, CIYIIAIN Pa3roBop.

— A rae obHapyxum ee?

— Tak Henmanede ot Bamiero capasi u ooHapyxui. [1o ceil JeHb JIeKUT Tam.

— SIcHO, — MOCTaBUB PYKM Ha MOsIC, CKa3al crapednmHa. — B oliem, Tak: B JleC HUIKOMY He
xonuth! Ecim nosiBUTCS: HOBasi UH(OpMaIsi, Mbl BaM COOOIIMM. A Tenepb pacXoauTeCh MO JIOMaM.
3anumaiitech cBonmu feamu. Co 3BepeM pa3Oupatbest OyeM Mbl.

Orteny Mapraputsl HanpaBWICS K pOCIOMY MYXKYHMHE, KOTOPHIA COOOLIMI 00 yOUTOH OBLIE U
Xpucro oOpaTui Ha HUX BHUMaHKe. OHU 0 YeM-TO NIEPErOBOPUIIN U BMecTe yIuid. OXOTHHK U €ro
KOMITAaHbOHBI MTOC/IE/IOBAIIY 32 HUMH.

Henaneko ot capasi, Kak 1 CKa3zax MyK4YiHa, OHU OOHApYKUJIH OBILYy. ['0piio ObLI0 meperpbI3eHo
TaK, YTO BUJIHEJICS TIO3BOHOK, a TpaBa KpyroM Oblia 3a0pbi3raHa KpoBblo. OXOTHUKH CTOSITH MOOAITH
3a IepeBbsIMH, HAOMIOAs! 32 HUMH.

PoGepT Tem BpeMeHeM HarpasJIsiIcs K capalo, KOra ero ocTaHoBuiia Maprapura.

— 3710 THI? — MpOIIENTAala OHA, XOTS PSAAOM C HUIMU HUKOTO He ObLIO. — DTO Thl yOUJI OBILY? —
JEBYIIIKA IPEPHIBUCTO JIBIINIAIIA.

Bammnup oTKpbUT 1BEph capasi ¥ MOTSHYJI 32 COOOH JEBYIIKY, MOCIIE Yero 3aKPblT JBEPb.

— Ckaxu npaBay, nmpoiry 1edsi! — BHOBb ITPOIIETITaja OHa.

— Ma, — momeyuB, oTBeTrT Pobepr.

— 3auem?

— MHue Hyx)Ha Obuta KpoBb. OUeHb TPYIHO CIIPABUTHLCS € kaxaoi. OcodeHHo mocne apaku. S
HE CMOT ce0sl IePECUTUTb.

— Yo ke Tenepb Aenarh? A eciu oTel y3HaeT?

— He y3Haer, — nepeOui mapeHs. — S CKpbLT CIIE/IbL.

— 3HauuT, OMacHOCTh MUHOBaJIA? TeOst HUKTO He 3armoqo3puT?

— Her, — yneionysncst Pobeprt. — Bositcst Heuero.

Ona npmxayiach K HeMy U CIIPOCHJIA:

— Yro ¢ Hamu Oynet?

Orter; MaprapuTsl nprces Ha OTHO KOJIEHO Tepe]] yOUTOH OBIIOH, a MyKUMHA CTOSLT BO3JIE HETO.

— bennstxka! — B3goxHy1 ctapuk. — Cie10B He HaXOau?

— Her, rociogus.

— 3HaYHUT, TJIOXO MUCKAJI, — pa3faics 03311 HUX TOJI0C.

OnHu 00epHY/IMCh U CTAPUK BCTAJL.

— A BBI KTO? — CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— Mens 30ByT XpHcTo(, — NMpeacTaBUIICS MyKYMHA U CJIETKA TOKJIOHWICA. — 5l — OXOTHUK.
[TpucyTcTBOBa Ha BaleM coopaHuu. Xopolasi pedb, — J0OABUII OH, YJIBIOHYBIIHCh.

— S1 — lonanby JleWToH, — CIyCTsl MOJTYaHUE OTBevasl eMy CTapuk. — OuH 13 crapeuinuH. B
KaKOU 00/1aCTU BBl OXOTHUK ?

— 41 OXOTHMK Ha BaMITMPOB, — pacCMaTpUBasi 3€MJII0, OTBETUJI OH. — 5l M1 MOM KOMITAaHbOHBI
HAIIUT HECKOJIBKO CJIENIOB 37iech. MBI IOCTapaeMcsl HalTH BaMITUPA, €CITU JaJiuTe HaM BpeMs.
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— W gro BB X0TUTE 32 3T0? — cripocu JJoHaIb.

— HemHoro cepeOpa, ecu ro3Bosmte. MBI mpeciieyeM 3Toro Bammupa ot camoro JlyBpa.

— $1 Tak MoHMMaIO, BBl — 3TO T€ OXOTHUKHU, KOTOPBIH MBITATUCH €r0 YOUTh?

— NMeHHO Tak.

— Y10 X, CKOJIBKO BaM J1IaTh BPeMEHH ? — MIOME/IJIUB, CIIPOCUJT CTAPUK.

— Hymaio, mapy Hei OyeT 10CTaTOuHO. 3HAUMT, ITO Ballla OBIa? — CITyCTsI MOTYaHHUE CIIPOCHIT
OXOTHHK.

— Ja.

— Bl No3BoIMTE MHE OCMOTPETH Balll capaii?

— Xopotio, — He cpazy cornacuics JloHanb.

Xpucto mocTaBuII PyKH Ha TMOsIC U TIOCMOTpEN Mo cropoHaM. MM mpencrosiia Helerkas
padora.

— U paBno BbI coctoute B CoBere? — crpalivBajl OXOTHUK CTapUKa, KOrJa OHU CIIOKOMHO
HAITPaBJISUTUCh K capalo.

— Vxe nBaauars jer. MeHs Ha3HaunIM caMu cesisiHe. OHU pelnig, 4To sl CMOTY CIIPaBUThCS.

— W onu He niporaganu, — coryiacuiicsi Xpuctod ¥ OCTAaHOBUIICS. — S MHOTO HacJIbIIaH O Ballen
JepeBHe. YIpaBJieHHe MOCTPOEHO Ha BHICOKOM YPOBHE, — MOXBAJIMJ OH CTApHKA.

— Cnacu6o, — Bctast HanpoTuB Hero JloHasnba. — Ho MHe kaxercs, yrpaBieHue JOKHO ObITh
3aJI0)KEHO B CO3HAHMM 4YeJIOBeKa. — B 3TOT MoMeHT Xpuctod HEBOJBHO MOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY M
3ameTrs1 PoOepra, KOTOpBIi ocMaTpuBall 3eMITI0 BosJie aBepei capast. OXOTHHUK C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM
HaOo1as1 3a HAM. — JIIoIu JOKHBI 3HATh, ISl YeTrO OHU PadoTaIOT U K YeMy CTPeMSITCs, — IPOAOI-
KaJl TOBOPUTH CTapUK. — B ACPEBHE JTIOOW OOJIKHBI pa6OTaTb KOJJIECKTUBHO, a HE OTACJIbHO, JOJI’KHbI
[oMorarb Jpyr Ipyry.

— A BBI yMEET XOPOIIIO TOBOPUTb, — YJIBIOHYJICSI KpaeM pTa XpHUCTOd.

— 9TO MO€e BUIEHUE.

— A 3TO OAMH W3 BaIIUX MOMOIIHUKOB? — CIIPOCHJT OXOTHHK, YKa3aB MOAOOPOJKOM Ha MapHS.

— A! Dr1o muctep Pobepr, u3 [lyspa.

— W3 lyBpa? — ynuBuics Xpucrod. — U uto o aenaer B lapeme?

— OH nprexai cooOIUTh O 3Bepe, OOUTAIOIIEM B HAIIIEM JIECy.

— O! Bot 0HO Kak, — 3aMHTEPeCOBaHHO TIO/IHSLT OPOBU OXOTHHK.

My>X4MHa MOCTAaBWJI PyKHM Ha TOSIC U CHeJasl JiBa Iara Briepes, BHUMATeJbHO HaOmonas 3a
Pobeprom.

— U xorga oH npuObLI K Bam?

— Buepa.

— To ectb TOrAA, KOrIa ObUIA YOHTA OBIA? — OIVISTHYJICS OXOTHHMK HA CTAPHKA.

— OB11y 51 00HApYXUJT yTPOM, — BMEIIAJICS] POCIIBIA My XK4HMHA. — TYT TPyAHO CKa3arh.

— OH Hasonro 31ech?

— Iymaio, cerofHs yener, — moayman, OTBeTHI1 JJoHasba. — 9To 0OBIYHOE COBIMAACHNE.

— Ilymaio, 4To BBI MTPaBbl, — YABIOHYICS XpUCTO(D 1 BHOBD IJISIHYI HA TIAPHS.

Hacrynmi Beuep.

PoGept nocie yxuHa Haxoauics B capae. [loa mpeasorom Toro, 4to Hy’KHO BO3BpAlIaThCs B
JyBp, OH nornpomaics ¢ poautessimu Mapraputsl. Ho Ha caMoM-To Jiesie mapeHb HUKY/1a He yIiedn, a
octajica B capae. [leByIka Kynuia eMy Oeyio pyOaxy U YepHbIe IITaHbl, a TAKKe Mogoopaia 0OyBb.
KocTiom oTiia oHa akkypaTHO yOpajia B CYHIYK, TyAa, OTKyAa M B3suia. [Iporaxu Tak HUKTO W He
3aMeTwII. TUM ke BeuepoM Maprapura npunuia kK Podepry. Y kax/Iplii Beuyep OHM PEelIvii TaitHO
BCTpeuarbcsl. Xpuctod naxke M He 3aMeTu, Kak ot Podepra u ciex nmpoctsul. Bee 3T0 Bpemsi oH
NpsATAJICS B capae.

— Orer He 3aMeTHJI, YTO s Opajia KOCTIOM, — TOBOPHJIA JIEBYIIKA, MPUKPbIBasl IBEPb capasl. —
Tenepb BC€ CUUTAIOT, YTO ThI yEXaAJI.
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— Ilyctb Tak u Oynet. A uto Hacuet Xpucroda?
— OH Bce eme 371ech. Mimer Bamnimpa. O tebe naTepecoBasics. OTell qaji eMy HEMHOTO cepebpa.

Onu 3axsmounit forosop. Ecim Xpucrod He HailieT BaMIvpa B TeU€HUE HECKOIbKUX AHEH, eMy IpU-
nercs ynamuTbes. — OHa 3amomyasia. — Yto Teneps ¢ Hamu OyieT?

Pobepr B3s11 ee 3a pykH.
— MBI He cMOkeM 3J1eCh TIOCTOSIHHO CKPBIBAThCS. PaHO MM TIO3/THO O TBOEM CeKpeTe y3HAIOT

BC€, — rOBOpUJIa JCBYIIKA.

— Torga naBaii yiiiem.

Mapraputa BHUMaTeJIbHO IOCMOTpEJIa Ha BaMITUPA U YJIBIOHYIACh.

— MoxeT, MBI OMIATh YTO-HUOY/Ab IpUAyMaeM? — MpeJIOKIIa OHA.

— Maprapura, 51 moomo Tebs1. U 1 He xouy nogBeprath Te0s1 My4YeHbsIM.

JleByIiKa cABMHYIa OPOBU U CITPOCHJIA:

— O yem TBI?

— Maprapura, 51 Bellb He YeJloBeK. MoxeT i1 y Hac ObITh Oyayiiee?

OHa npuxaJiach K MapHIO ¥ € 33 JyMUMBBIM B3IJISIIOM IIOCMOTpEJa B CTOPOHY.

CrycTst HEKOTOpOE BpeMsI IBEPb capasi TUXO CKPUITHYJIa U, OCMATPUBAsICh IO CTOPOHAM, BbIIILIA

AeBylnKa. B pykax oHa aepxkaia ogexay. THXO 1Iypila riaTbeM, OHa HallpaBUJIach K JIOMY.

BbI?

— Maprapura? — pazgascs rojoc no3ajiu.
JleByIKa axHy/1a OT UCITyra, OOPOHIJIA ONECKAY U OOSPHYIIACH.
— locrionu! — cxBaTuiiach OHa 3a rpyab U BCMOTpesack B TeMHOTYy. — Muctep Xpucrod? Ito

— Jla, majiam, — OTBETUJI OH U BBIIIIE] U3-32 yIJia capasl.

— Kak BbI MeHs Hanyrayiu.

— 41 mpouty nporueHus.

HeBy1ika cobpaiia ofesxay, yopasia JOKOH C JIUIA U CIIPOCHJIa:

— Yto BHI 371€CH AenaecTe?

— [arpynupyio. Uity cnenpl Bammupa.

— Ognau?

— Her, uto BBI, — nogoities oH K Hel. — Co MHOI MO KOMIIAHbOHHI.
— W rne onn?

— Mu1 paznenviuce. [1o3BosbTe, 51 MPOBOXKY Bac.

OHu BMecTe HalpaBUJIUCh K JIOMY.

— 3HauuT, ceryac BBl oquH?

— Ja.

— U mo omHOMY XOAMTE, KOT/Ia OOIM30CTH MOKET OpOIUTh BaMITup?
— Hy, MBI e oXOTHUKHU. BaMnups! TI0OAT OXOTUTHCS HOYBIO, U MBI 3TO XOpOIIIo 3HaeM. K Tomy

ke, y Hac ¢ co0oH cepeOpsHOe OpyXkHUe, a OHO CMEPTENIbHO ISl HUX. A BbI, UHTEPECHO, UTO JeIalu
B capae?

Onu nepersaHyIuch B3MIsAAaMu, NOToM Maprapura oTBeTuIa:

— IIpoBepsna ckor.

— B cronb no3aHuit 4ac? — OCTaHOBUWJICSI MYKUMHA, IIOBEPHYBIIIUCH K JEBYIIIKE.
OHM pUCTaIbHO IOCMOTPEJNH APYT JIPYTY B I71a3a.

— Ilocnymaiite, mucrep Xpucrod, Bbl MEHsI B YEM-TO NIOf103peBaeTe?
— Her, uTo BHI.

— Torna x yeMy Bce 3TU BOIIPOCHI?

— Bceero b JII0OONBITHBINA HHTEpEC.

JIBepb IoMa OTKpBLIACh, U 32 TIOPOT BhIIIen JJoHasb.

— Maprapwura, Thl yke 3akoHurnIa? Mbl Te0s1 KaeM.

— Ha. lo cBupanus, muctep Xpucrod. Crnacrbo, 94To MpOBOIWIIH.
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— Ioxanyiicra. Jlo cBuganus.

JleByllIKa 3alia B JOM.

— Bl mpoBokaiu Moo 104b? — cripocu JJoHanba, nogxoas kK Xpucrtody.

— Ha. Mb1 BcTpeTwiiich Bo3jie capasi. Heyskenu Baia 104b MpoBepsieT CKOT B CTOJb MO3IHUN
yac?

— Ia, takoe ObiBaeT. OHa 4acTo ero mnocemiaer.

— A 311 Beuw, 4yto oHa Hecsia? OHU Be/lb MYKCKHE, — KOHCTAaTUPOBAJ (DAKT MYKUMHA.

— 41, 6piBaeT, 3a0bIBal0 paboOUyI0 OfieK Iy Tam, a Maprapura MHE ee TIOTOM IMPUHOCUT. Y Bac
€cTh YTO-HUOYb HOBOE O Bamrupe?

— Mp1 Hantum ernie criefibl. OHU PacroaraloTcs 9yTh AaJIblIe TOrO MECTa, T/ie HAILIA YOUTYIO
OBILy, a TaKke HOBBIE CJIeJIbl HeflaleKo OT capas. [Toxoxke, OH BHOBb HaBE/ILIBAJICS K BaM.

— 3a HoBoWi oB1IOW? — cIBUHYJ OpoBU JloHab. — BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO STOT BAMITHP CTONb
O1aropojieH, 4To MbeT KPOBb CKOTA, a He JIofei?

XpucTod yXMBUILHYJICS U OTBETHL:

— BnaropogHpIX BaMIIMpOB $ €Ilie He BCTpedasl. A ModyeMy Baila J0Yb TaK YacToO TOcCemaeTr
capaii? OHa moOUT yXxaXuBaTh 3a KMBOTHBIMU? Heyskenu oHa He GouTtcst Bammupa?

— [Mocnymaiite, muctep Xpuctod, — noMmeaiuB, orBeTr1 JJoHaAIb/I, — 3aHUMANUTECh, TTOKATYH-
CTa, IOMCKOM BaMIMpa, a MOIO JOUb OCTaBbTE B MOKOe. CIIOKOMHON HOYH.

My>x4rHa yIbIOHYJICS TyOaMH.

— U BaMm criokoiiHO#M HOYHM, MucTep JIeHTOH.

Koraa xo3smH goma yiesn, Xpuctod MmoBepHYJICs B CTOPOHY capasi.

Housto Pobept Haxoausics B jecy. YouTtasi uM oBIa Obljla OIMMOKOMA, U OH 9TO MPEKPACHO OCO-
3HaJ1. Tereps BaMmup OXOTHJICS HA XKUBOTHBIX B Jiecy. M ceityac oH muj1 KpoBb youroro onensi. OTo-
PBAaBIIUCH OT MEPTBOH TyIH, PobepT mogHs1 rosioBy. Bammnvp XopoIo nmoHumar, 4To J0Jro 37ech
eMy OCTaBaThCsl HeJb3sl, 0COOSHHO KOT/A PSJIOM OXOTHHUKHU.

Korzaa Bpems yuio 3a nosnHoub, PoGept BepHysics B capaii. He OTKpbIBasi BOpPOT, OH 3aIpbIrHYT
B OKHO, Ha BTOPOH SIpYyC, a MOCJIE CIIPbITHYJ BHU3.

— Honro xe s TeOs xaan! — pazgacs rojoc rno3ajau Hero.

Bammnup o6epHyiics.

N3-3a Gouek 1 Kyur ceHa BcTajia TeMHasi (purypa.

— 3Haellb, s 1axke He cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO ITO THI.

— Xpucrod?

- I/IMGHHO, — OTBCTWJI MYKYMHA, IMOAXOAA K IMapHIO. — ,HYMaIO, ThI HE 6YJICIHB ClipalrBarb, 4TO
s 371ech Jienan. Mbl Beb 00a 3Haem, PoOept, KTo Thl, BepHO? ThI Bellb IOHMMAaEIllb, YTO, TAKUE KaK
sI, OXOTSITCS HA TAKMX KakK Thl. A Maprapurta 3HaeT, KTO Thl TAKOW? — IIOMOJTYAB, CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Ia. 41 crac ey JKU3Hb.

— Heyxem? — danpimmBo nzymuiicst Xpucrod. — U kak, uHTEpecHO? — 0001 My>KUUHA €T0
CTOPOHOW, MIOCTABUB PYKH HA MOSIC.

— Ha Hac Hanas Kakoi-To 3BEpb.

OXOTHHUK 33yMUYHUBO IJISIHYJI B CTOPOHY, TIOCJIE YEerO MOCMOTPE B TOJ.

— MbI HalwM CTpaHHbIE CJIE/IBl B Jiecy. A Takke Balm. MHe KaxeTcsi, 3T0 ObUT 000POTEHb.

— O6opotens?

— Ja. Ho ceifuac He 00 3TOM. 3aueM Bech 3TOT Mackapaj, Podepr? Uro Thl coOupaenibes ce-
nath ¢ Maprapurtoii? — BHOBb 3a1araji B CTOpoHy XpHucTod. — Xouelb ee 00paTuth?

— 51 He nmpuumHIO eil Bpena! — nepeOus napeHs.

— Takue kak ThI Bcerga Tak roBOpSIT.

— 4 mepeonesncsi, 9TOOB IpeAYNIPEeANTD kuTesel Japema, uto B iecax oOuTaer 38epb. UTOOBI
OHH He XOJWJIA Yepe3 Hero.
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— IIpenynpenuts o 3Bepe? To ecth 0 cede? — ynbiOHYACST XpUcTod.

— Yero TbI X0Uelb? — MOMOJTYAB, CIIPOCKIT BAMITHP.

— MHe HyxHa TBOs rosioBa. CeromHs Thl CKaxelrb» MaprapuTe, 4To yxoauiib. f te0s yobio u
MOJTy4y Harpajy ot ee otia. Yto Kacaercsi 38epsi B JIeCy, TO Mbl pa30epemMcsi U ¢ HAM.

— A 4TO eciu 51 He COTJIaIyCh?

Xpucrod mooren BIUIOTHYIO K Pobepry.

— Torpa s1 yObio Tebs1 Ha ee r1a3ax. MHe Kaxercsi, oHa TeOs MoMoOua, pa3 OHa CKPHIBAET TeOs
ot Bcex. [Toiimu, Pobept: Thl — Bamnup, oHa — yesnoBek. Octasb ee. Y Bac Het Oynyiero. 7Ky TBoero
OTBETA JIO CJEeIYIOIEeN HOUM.

OXOTHHUK HaIpaBUJICS K BBIXOLY.

— Kak o1 MeHs1 Hamien? — cripocut PoGepr.

— BukTOp, — OCTaHOBUMBIIUCH, OTBETUT XpHcTo(. — Tebe 3HakoMo 310 ums?

— Ila, — He cpa3y OTBETHJI MapeHb. — YTO Tl C HUM clesan’?

— CkaxeM Tak, My4YHJICSI OH JIONTO, HO YOUJI 51 ero ObICTPO.

— 4 yiiny ot Mapraputsl, IOTOMY UTO JKeJaio0 €il Apyrov KU3HH, — [IOMEJIMB, OTBETUI BaM-
mup. — He co muoit. Ho ecv Thl IpUYMHUIIL el Bpel, — 1 yObIo TeOsl.

— XKny 1ebs 3aBTpa, — CIyCTs MOTYaHUE, cKa3asl Xpuctod.

Crenyromnuii ieHb OBICTPO MUHOBAJT M HACTYITUJI Beuep.

Xpucro Bugen, kKak Maprapurta, TUXO LIyplla IUIaTheM, BBIIILIA U3 JIOMa U HApPaBUJIACh K
capaio. [leBymika ocTaHOBMIIACh BO3JIE ABEPEN, OCMOTpENach U MOTSAHY/Ia Ha ceOsl pyUKy.

— Yro *x, Tenepb OyeM KJaTh, — TUXO MPOIIEHTAT OXOTHHUK.

— PobGeptr? — no3Bana neByika.

Huxkro He oro3Basics.

Maprapura mpoIiuia Briepes, OCBemiasi MyTh CBEUOr, U OCTAHOBHJIACh.

— PoGeprt?

— $1 3meck, — pa3zgacs ronoc CBEpXy.

Omna noaHsIa cBevyy BBEPX.

Bammnup cuaen Ha BepxHEM sipyce, CBECHB HOTH.

— YT0 THI TAM J€aemib?

OHn npomosnyai.

— Tel ciycTunibes ko mue?

PoGepT THXO cripbirHy/1 BHU3 U BCTaul iepea Maprapuroi.

— Yo ciyunnoch? — CIyCTs1 MOTYaHUe, CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Xpucrod. OH Bce 3Haer.

— Kak? — c10BHO BbIJIaBMB BO3/IyX U3 JIETKHX, CIIPOCHJIA AEBYIIIKA.

Bamnup npomoirya. Maprapura oToIia B CTOpOHY, BCTaB OOKOM K HEMY.

— Yo Teneps Oymer? Yrto Oynet ¢ Hamu?

Pobept noBepHyJIics CIMHOM K HE.

— 3Haerb, s 10/r0 QyMat o Hac. Kpome cBoeii ToOBH 51 TeOe HUYEro He cMOry aTh. Mbl OyaeM
riepees3’Karh C MECTa Ha MeCTO, IMOCKOJIbKY JIIOAU OyIyT 3amedarh, 4To s MHOW. — OH MOBEpHYJICS K
Heil. — 51 JoykeH yilTy, — 3aKOHYMII BAMIIUP CITYCTS] HEKOTOPOE BPEMs.

Maprapura oTBepHy/ach. B ee mazax crosim cie3sl. Ho motom aeByIika pe3ko ooepHyach.
OHa npepsIBUCTO JbIIIaa M BO BCE IJ1a3a CMOTpesia Ha MapHs.

— A a? Twl mens octaBuiib? OaHy?

— Maprapura, paHO WM TIO3THO HAM TIPUIILIOCH ObI paccTathes. Y Hac HeT Oyayiero. U Xpu-
cro TyT aOCOMOTHO He TIpu4eM. Sl ObLT MOJIOH COMHEHMI, HO U3 pa3roBopa C HAM s TIOHSUT OJHO:
sI — MOHCTP, a Thl — Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOMY 51 HE XOuy NMPUUYMHUTH Bpena. Beapb s Mory He ynepkarbes
1 youts 1eds1. [1ycTb syuinie oH yObeT MeHsI.

57



P. Kanron. «[pesuuii II. [Ipenarens»

— He roBopu Tak! — ObiCcTpO mepeduia AeByIIKa U MOAONUIA K HEMY. — DTO €ro YJIOBKa, YTOOBI
youtsb Te0s1! Tol He MOHCTD!

— Maprapura, s 9710 Aena paau Tedsi, — TUXO IPOMOJIBUII OH U B3sUI ee 3a pyku. — $1 o0mmo
TeOs U Kenaio Tede cuacthsi. Ho MHe ¢ ToO0# He 1o nyTu. $1 JoikeH yiuTu.

JleByIiIKa mprKajach K MapHIO U CJIe3bl OTEKJIH ee IO MIeKaM.

— Ocranbcs, — nporenTaia oHa. — Ha 3Ty HOYb.

Maprapura nocMoTpena emy B miaza. Jluma ux MeUIeHHO MPUOMM3IINCH U TYObl CIIMJIHCH
BOE/IMHO.

Xpucrog cuzen Ha TpaBe, MPUCIOHUBIIUCH K Ky4e JPOB, B OKMIaHUM PobepTra v TOUrsI HOKOM
nayky. OH B3IJISIHYJI B CTOPOHY capasi ¥ B3/IOXHYIL.

Pobepr u Maprapura Jieru Ha ceHO, TPOJOJIKas IeJIOBaThCsl. XOJNOAHbIE T'yOBl BamMIHpa
MOKPBIBAJIM JIULIO U 1LIEI0 IeBYIIKU. PyKa napHs MpUKOCHYJIAaCh K KOJIEHY I0HOH J€Bbl M HAIlpaBUJIach
o 6eapy nop ratbe. OH 00XBATHJI IEBYIIKY OIHOM PYKOU U TPUTIOTHSIICS BMECTE C Hel, TOCA/IB ee
Ha ceOs1. [lapeHb MeJICHHO CHSLI IJ1aThe, U OHO OOHAXHIIO ee ToJIble Tieur. Jlerkast Apoxb Mpola
no criuHe MaprapuTsl. [lleku OKpbUT pyMsiHell U pixanue y4dactuiock. [louenyn Pobepra omycru-
JIMCH C T1IeN Ha OOHaXXEHHYIO TPy/b C HAOYXIIIMMHU COCKaMu. [IeByIKa pacKpbuia poT OT MPUSITHOTO
HAC/aXAEHMs, KOTJa OH MPUKOCHYJCS K HAM XOJOAHBIMH ryOamu. CIylieHHOE IJIaThe CKPBIBAJIO
ee Oeapa 1 Aroguilbl. Pyky Bammupa jjackaii yrpyryo rpyJb U TOHKYIO Tayuio. Maprapura Bcrasa,
CITyCcKasl TuIaThe Ha TMoJ, OOHaKask HeOpUTHIN JJOOOK. PoOepT cHsl pyOaliky U HEKHO TMPUKOCHYJICS
ry0aMu K )KMBOTY JIEBYILIKU UyTh HIKE IMyNKa. Ero pyku CKOJIB3HY/M 10 OeipaM K yIpyriM sIrOIu-
1am, cxkumasi 1 Jlackast ux. OHa onmycTuiiach nepejy HUM Ha KOJIEHH, U OHH TPOIOJIKIITH 1IeJIOBAThCS.
JIBa 4yBCTBEHHBIX M CTPACTHBIX Tejia BHOBB JIEIIM Ha ceHo. Po0epT jier Mex ee HOr, paccTeruBas
peMenb. Maprapura 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK XOJIOAHBIE PYKH BAMITHPA JIACKAIU €€ IEBCTBEHHOE TEJIO, U OT
MIPUATHBIX TIPUKOCHOBEHUI M XOJIO[a TI0 TeJly MpOXoAWiIa ApoXb. [IeBylka axHyaa oT 0onu, Koraa
NapeHb BOIIEN B Hee U €€ HOI'TH BOH3KJIMCH eMy B criuHy. OH MeJJIeHHO IIPOHUKAJT B Hee Bce ITyOxe
¥ HecMoTpsl Ha 60ib, Maprapura B TO ke BpeMs 4yBCTBOBaJIA MPHUATHOE HacnaxjaeHue. Ee pyku
CKOJIb3HYJIX I10 CIIMHE K €r0 AroguuaM, KOTOPbIC HAIIPATaJIUCh C KaXKAbIM ITPOHUKHOBEHUEM B HEC.
Omna nprkayiach K HIM pyKamMH U JJaBUJIa Ha HUX C KaK/IBIM BXOJJOM B Hee, TeM caMbIM Tpocsi bosee
rTyOOKMX MTPOHMKHOBEHMH, 1 PoOepT mponoskai, BXoas Bce TIyOke 1 HapaliuBast TeMII.

A Xpucrod Bce cuaen B oxuganun Podepra, mpogomkasi TounTh najiky. OH B 37100 BEIOPOCHIT
ee ¥ BHOBb ITOCMOTpEJT B CTOPOHY capasi. [IpucIOHMB 3aThUIOK K IpOBaM, OXOTHHK THXO IIPOTOBOPUIT:

— Jlonro THI ¢ Hel mporaenibest, Podepr.

Tak oH cuzen 1o yrpa.

Maprapura, yKpbIBIIMCh TIOKPBIBAJIOM, IIPUHECEHHBIM €l paHee, Jiexkasia ciHou K Pobepry.
[TapeH» 0OHMMAT ee, U XOJIOAHBIE PYKH BaMIHMpa LEeJOBAJIM IO U IIEKU JeBYIIKH.

— He yxomu ot meHs1, — nporienTaia oHa. — OcTraHbCsl.

— 4 ocranych.

[pomuia HOYb, M HACTYNIUJIO PAaHHEE YTPO.

Maprapura THX0 nocarnsiBana B 00bATHsIX Pobepra. Bamnup 3a1yMYrBo CMOTpEN B CTOPOHY
nBeperi capasi. OH MOHUMAJI, YTO eMy HeoOxonumo yirti. Ho mntu Ha noBogy Xpucroda napeHp He
XOTeJI. A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO €ro HeOOXOAUMO KaK-TO yOpaTh.

Jonaub JISHTOH BBIIIEN U3 IOMA U, TOCMOTPEB 110 CTOPOHAM, MEJJICHHO HAIpaBUJICS B capai,
300POBASICh C COCEISIMH.

B 310 Bpems Pobept BbIlIeN U3 capast U HalpaBUJICS B CTOPOHY Jieca.

— T kyma 310? — pazgascs rojoc no3aau Hero.

Bamnup ocraHoBuIICA 1 IOBEPHYIICA. XPUCTO(d CTOSUT B OKUJAHUU OTBETA.

— 51 yx0Xy, — OTBETWJI TAPEHb U, pa3BEPHYBILKCH, MOIIEN K JIeCy.

— Taxk He noiiger, — HarpaBUJICS 32 HUM OXOTHUK.

— Tr1 moGeun, — 06epHyBIIMCH, OTBeTHI PobepT. — 51 ocTaBsio ee B MOKoe.
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HorHag ero, Xpucrod cXBaTWJI BaMIKpa 32 IJIeU0 U CHJION pa3BepHYII.

— Tel pemmmn, 4TO S XOUy 3aHATH TBOE MECTO BO3jIe Mapraputhi?! — co 3710001 MPOrOBOPHII
oH. — $1 He mo6oBHUK! { — oxoTtHUK! MHe HyXHa He OHa, a ThI!

— 4 ne yousaio mozeit! Yl moaToMy ocTaBIIsiio ee B [MOKOe, TOTOMY UTO O0I0Ch, UTO 51 HE yIePKYCh
Y TMIPUYMHIO ei Bpe[l. A Thl yOUBaelb BAMIIMPOB, KOTOpbIe YOUBAIOT jmoAei. Bot u umy ux!

Tonbko Pobept pemmmn yxonuTb, Kak XprcTod BHOBb B3sUI €r0 3a I1JIeYO.

— Ter MHe 371ech He cTaBb ycnoBus! 1 oOemnal, 4to Halay M yObl0 BaMIMpA, W S BBITIOIHIO
obemranue. 1 yobio Teos!

PoGept cuitoit yaapui JaoHbI0 OXOTHUKY B TPYAb M TOT yIaJl B JIByX METpax OT HEro.

— A CHJIGHOK-TO XBaTHT? — CIIPOCHJI OH. — XOYeIllb )KUTh — OCTaBb MEH$I B TIOKOE U TPOBAJIMBAl
orciona!

Bamnup HarnpaBuiics K Jiecy.

— Vxoguiub!! — KPUKHYJ MyK4MHa, NMOAOPBABLIMCH C 3eMJIM. — A ecim Maprapura nocrpa-
naer?!

Pobept ocraHoBUIICS M 0OEPHYIICH.

— 41 Beap Mory 3T0 caenarh, — yablOHyacs XpUcTod. — A MOTOM, KOTJla OHM y3HAIOT, — yKa3all
OH TAJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY JIEPEBHH, — YTO Thl BAMIIMP, MHE JaXe He rnpuaercs Te0st youatb. OHu 1e0s
caMu yOBIOT.

— Tonpko onpodyii! — 037100MIICS BAMITUP, HATIPABJISISACH K HEMY.

— Iorpobyio! — mepedus OXOTHUK. — YTO ThI cAenaenb? YObelb MeHs?

PoGepT BBIMyCTHIT KOTTH U ClIerKa yaapuil 1o Ieke Xpucroga, OCTaBUB HEOOJbIIINE CIIE/IB,
T0CJIe Yero OXOTHUK MOIYYHJI KYJIaKOM B HOC.

My>x4rHa ynaj Ha CIIUHY, a U3 MEJIKAX MOPE30B OT KOT'TeH MOIILIa KPOBb.

— ¢I Mmory youTth Te0s mpsIMO 3/1eCh, M1 00 STOM HUKTO He Y3HAeT! — IPOroBOPHIT BaMITHP.

U Tyt cepeOpsiHasi cTpena BOH3WIACh B Ipyab Podepry. Krydas, peskas 00i1b IpOH3UIIA €ro
TOPC U CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ MOsIBMIACH c1a00cTh. CO CTOPOHBI capasi 1T JIBa KOMIIAHbOHA
Xpucroa. CaMm OXOTHUK TPUTIOJHSUIICS, IJI/As HA BAMITUPA, IOTOM BBIHYJ CepeOpsHBIN KUHKA,
OBICTPO BCTAJI HA HOTH U 3aMaxHYJICsl Opy)kueM. PoOepT OCTaHOBUJI €ro pyKy, HO M3-3a CJ1a0OCTH B
Tesie Xpuctod ero omoseBai. [lapeHpb B3sUICSA Ipyro pyKoi 3a KWHXaJI, 4YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH MTPUOJTH-
JKEHUe OCTpOro Jie3Bus K ropiny. Codpajicsi ¢ CulaMH U OTTOJIKHYJI OT ce0sl OXOTHHUKA, MOJICTABHB
eMy Hory. XprcTod yras Ha CIIMHY, a 0311 HEro MOSIBUJIMCH JJBa €ro KoMaHboHa. OIUH U3 HUX
HarpaBw apOaser Ha Pobepra.

— 3! — Bapyr paszpaics Kpuk. — YTo y Bac TaM TPOMCXOOUT?

Bammup npuna Ha OIHO KOJIEHO.

OXOTHUK 0OEpHYIICS.

— Bboxe! C Bamu Bce B nopsijike? — cripocuut JJoHanb, 3aMeTUB KpoBaBbIe CJIE/Ibl Ha JIUIIe X PU-
croda.

— Ila, — BBITEpEB KPOBb THUIBHOW CTOPOHOW PYKH, OTBETHII MYKUMHA.

Honanba Jlefiton mogorren omvike 1 yBuaen Podepra.

— Mucrep Pobept? — usymuicst oH. — YTo. .. 4TO BHI 37€Ch Aenaere?

Bammnup BcTan ¢ KoneHa, U CTapyuK yBUJET BCAKEHHYIO B HETO CTPEIy.

— T'ocriopgu! — marnyn Bnepen oHambl, B yxace HaOmogasi, Kak MapeHb JOCTaBal U3 ceOs
cTpedny.

Crapuk rsHyn Ha Xpucroga.

— Yro BHI fenaere?!

B stor MOMeHT nipocHyach Mapraputa u He oOHapykuiia Bosie cedst Podepra. OHa yciblmaia
OTIAJICHHBIE KPUKH OTIIA U CTasla OBICTPO OfIEBATHCS.

— Yo BB ceOe mo3Bosiere?! 3auem BbI CTpesisieTe B yesoBeka?!
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— He Hayo Ha MeHs Kpruath! — BosaMyTrIcs: Xpuctod. — Bel XoTesnm, yToOb! 51 Hallles BaMImpa,
U 1 ero Hamies! — yKa3aJl OH MaJiblieM Ha MapHsl.

— C yero BB pelmniIn, 4YT0 OH BaMIup?

OXOTHUK MOJOIIIEN ¥ C HEHABUCTBIO pa3opBasl pydaiky Ha PoOepre, kak pa3 B ToM MecTe, KyAa
Tornasa crpe’a.

JloHaub yBUJIEN, KaK paHa 3aXuia U Jaxe KpoBU He ocTtanock. CTapuk yXacHYJICS, IarHyB
Hazajl.

— Bce Bpemst Bo3Jie Bac U Ballleil JOYepy HaXOAWIICS BAMITUD.

K stomy Bpemenu u3 capast BbiOexana Maprapura.

— Ilama! — kpukHyna OHa U odeskana K Hemy.

Xpuctog BHIXBAaTHII apOasieT U3 PyK KOMIIaHbOHA M HAIlpaBuJI ero Ha PobOepra.

— OcraHoBuTeCh!! — Kpryasa AeByIIKa W, IOAOEKAB K OTILY, B3sJ1a €ro MoJ JIOKOTb.

— Maprapwura, He moaxoau! — B3sJT CTAPUK 3a PYKY 10Yb.

Oma BbIpBasIach M BbIOEXKasa BIEPE/, 3arpaiiB CBOMM TEJIOM BaMIIHpa.

— Maprapura, 4to ThI Jeaenib?!

— Iama, ocraBbte ero! O xopormii! OH He yOouBaer mopeii!

— Maprapura!

— Iana, on cnac mHe *u3Hb! He Oyib ero, s Obl JaBHO yike Oblia Obl MepTBa!

Crapuk CIJIOTHYJ M BO BCE IJIa3a CMOTpEJI Ha Hee.

— INana, mpomry Te0s1! — THXO B3MOJNMIACH JEBYIIIKA CO CIe3aMU Ha I71a3ax. — f 3Haio, 4To OH
Bamnup. Ho ocrassb ero! Ymonsio!

Bce crosinu u He mieBeawIUCh B OKUIaHUM, 4To cKakeT JloHanpa Jleriton. Maprapurta Haiia
XOJIONHYIO PYKYy BamIiMpa ¥ B3suia ee. PoOepT mouyBCTBOBAJ ee TEeIJIOTy M HEeXHOCTb, U €r0 pyKa
cama ciKaJlaCh B OTBET.

— Mucrtep PobGepr, — mponsHec CTapuK, CIJIOTHYB, — 51 JOBEPSII0 CBOEW JOYEpU U, HE CMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO BHI HE... YEJIOBEK, OT CBOET0 MMEHH s Oylarogapio Bac 3a craceHue moer nodepu. U s
UCTIONHSIIO €€ BOJIIO: BBl CBOOOIHBI. MoskeTe yXonuTb. Bac HUKTO 3/1€Ch HE TPOHET.

— MHe npuzeTcst Bac pa3odapoBath: TeNephb BbI 3/1eCh He KOMaHyeTe! — BBsizasicss X puctod.

— Uro BBl ckazamu? — cipocun JoHanba. — Omyctute apoasier! — BockJMkHY. oH. — Ceituac xe!

— OH — uypoBwine! — pe3ko 0OepHYJICS] OXOTHHK, OMYCTHB opyxkwue. — Ero ynen — youBarts! Bei
JydIIie paayuTech, YTO OH He MepeOuI BCio AepeBHIo. 51 yObio ero!

My>x4rHa HarpaBWI apOaieT Ha BaMIMpa.

— Maprapura, yitnure!

— Her!

— Maprapwura, yxoau, — Tuxo ckazan Pobept. — Tsl caenana, Bce 4To MorJa.

— Voepure ee! — nmpukazan Xpucrod.

Ero KoMmaHbOHbBI CXBATHJIM AEBYIIIKY U HACWJIBHO HaYaJIM OTTACKUBATh OT Bamnupa. OHa ynu-
pajiach, ¥ OOVH U3 HUX yIApWJI ee JIaJ0HbIo 1o Jvity. st oxotHrKa PoGepT cTam OTKpHIT.

— He tponb ee! — cpearnpoBa Ha ynap napeHb U HalpaBUJICS K HUM.

JleByIiIka cHIION BBIpBajia OIHY PYKY U BCEM KOPITYyCOM MOBEPHYJIACh K XpHUCTOdY, TEM CaMbIM
CITy4aiiHO 3aKpbIB CBOMM TesioM Podepra. U B 3TOT MOMEHT OXOTHHK BBICTpEHIL. BOT yroau npsiMmo
B cepaue aeByliky. OHa axHyJ/1a U 3amepra.

— Maprapura!! — kpukHya JoHanbn.

JleByIiIka yrnasaa B pyKH BaMIIMpa, ¥ OH OITYCTHJI €€ Ha 3eMITIO.

Orery mogOeskai K Jovepy M ynai Ha KoeHd. OHa pTOM 3aXBaThiBaJIa BO3AYX.

— Maprapwura, foueHbKa MOs1! — IJIaKajl CTapuK.

Xpucrtog omycTui apoajer u 3amep.

— Ilama! — Tuxo No3Bana JeByIIKa.

OH B3s11 IEBYIIIKY 32 pyKy. POT ee cierka packpbuics, ¥ B3[JIsA] 3aMep Ha CTapHKe.
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— Maprapwura! — ce3sl 0TI Kanany Ha Juio godepu. OH nprkal ee K cede U Kperko 0OHSII.

Pobept noaHs1 roioBy 1 B3MIsAHYT Ha Xpuctoda.

— 4 He xoTe1, — pacTepsHHO OTBETUJI OH.

Bamnup npoperyan tak, yro JJoHanba B crpaxe OTOpBaJICsA OT JOYEPH.

OXOTHUK OmycTUJI apOaJieT U CXBATUIICS 32 KMHXal, Kak PodepT yxke okazascs BO3Je Hero u
HaHec eMy yaap 1o ropiy. KpoBb 3a0pbi3rana B CTOpOHbL. XpUCTO( yrasl Ha KOJIEHH, 3aXJ1eObIBasICh
COOCTBEHHOI KpOBbIO. BaMmip moBepHyJICcs U HAOpOCHIICS HA ero KoMIaHboHOB. OJMH HE ycrien
J0CTaTh OPYKHUE, KK TYT K€ MOTyYrI CMEpTeJIbHBIN yap. Ipyroii qoctai cepeOpsiHbIi Med, HO yce
JIMIIb 3aMaxXHYThCS OPYXKUeM, Kak PoOept cHec emy ronoBy. Bee 3akoHUMIIOCH OBICTPO.

Bammup oGepuysncs. Otell THXO IJ1akal Hajl ouepbio. PodepT mopomesn Kk HeMy U MpHUnai Ha
KOJICHH M y HEro CaMoro HaBOpauMBaJvch ciie3bl. CTapuK Miakaj, He oOpaias BHUMaHUs Ha Hero,
Y TIOIJIA)KMBAJ JJOYb IO TOJIOBE.

— ITO 51 BUHOBAT, — TUXO CKa3ajl Bamrup. — $1 momooui ee.

JoHanba oTopBasics OT IMua Mapraputsl U 3allJIJaKaHHBIMU [JIa3aMU B3[JISIHYJI HA MapHs.

— U onHa nomo6una? — Cpocu OH.

— Ja.

— VYxonute, muctep Pobepr, — criycTst MoiTuaHue ckasas crapuk. — OHa xotesa 3toro. [TycTs Tak
1 Oyzer. 3HaYWT, OHA YBUJENA B BaC. . ., — JIOHAJIB]] MOCMOTpET Ha BaMITHPa, — YTO-TO YeJIOBEYECKOE.
Yxonure.

PoGept Bctan. Co CTOPOHBI IepeBHU K HUM TOAXOIMIIN JIIOAM, U OH B TIOCJCIHUI pa3 JIio0o-
BaJICS1 KpacoTol MaprapyTsl, KOTOPYIO 3alIOMHIJT HABCET/IA.

Bammup y1ien u ckpbuics B JIeCcy OT YeJIOBEUECKHX I71a3. M BHOBb cTasl OpOOUTH IO CBETY.

B niecy on ynan Ha koseHu. Ciie3bl KaTUIIUCh 110 ero Iekam. [lapeHs BOucs pyKamMu B CHIPYIO
3eMJTI0 U TIPOKPUYA:

— Maprapura!!

U, ropeko 3aruiakas, Podept ymnan HaGoK.

I'JTABA XIII. OTELL

Pobept oTkpbLT IM1a3a 1 ocMoTpes B MOTONOK. OH 9acTo CIbImai rojioc Mapraputhl B cBoei
roJIoBe, KOTOPBIM 3By4aJl KaK MeNOAMs, KaK IMECHs, KOTOPYI0 XOTEJIOCh CJIyIlaThb BHOBb U BHOBb.
KaTpuH nexana pAagoM u elne craja.

[Napens 3alyM4YMBO IJISTHYJ B OKHO. 3aHUMAJICS PACCBET, U HYKHO ObLJIO COOMPAThCS.

[Moce yueOwn B komutemxe Pobepr u Katpun mMomya, exanu no gopore. JleByiika cMoTpena B
OKHO, 32 KOTOPbIM MEJIbKAJIM AE€PEBbs U CTOJIOBI neKTporiepenad. OHU HANPaBJSIUCh B ATIIAHTY, U
Karpun gymana o npencrosimeit Bcrpede ¢ Otiiom. Kakoit On? B ckopoM BpemeHHU €l peICTOUT
3TO Yy3Harh.

PoGept Ben aBTOMOOWIIb M HE TIOTISIIBIBA B CTOPOHY CBOEH JeBYIIKH. Bammup BHOBb morpy-
’aJicsl B CBOE IMPOILIOE. . .

[pomuto MHOTO BpeMeHu ¢ Tex nop, kak Podept morepsin Maprapury. [loaroe Bpemsi OH CKU-
TaJIcsl ONUH. Bammup uzberast Jiioe v KWl Kak OTIIETbHUK. He BKYCHIT OH 4eIOBEeUeCKyI0 KpOBb 1
MIUTAJICS JIMIIb KPOBBIO XKUBOTHBIX. JKMII OH B Jiecax, B ropax, B remiepax... Tam, rjae BaMnup Haje-
SUICS1 HE BCTPETUTD JIIOAEH.

B necy, cpeau MeK#X KyCTapHUKOB, OPOAMII OJIEHb, TIoeast Keayau. BoT OH ormycTui rojioBy K
TpaBe, IleBeJIsA rydamu, a 0331 Hero 10 JiepeBbsiM Kapadkascs Podept. [ToimyoOHakeHHBIT BaMIIHD
THXO MEPETIPLITHYJI C JIepeBa Ha ISPeBO U OKa3aJics psioM ¢ HUM. Kperkue KorTu HeruisiIuch 3a Kopy
JiepeBa ¥ He MO3BOJISUIM €My YIacTh. BoJblie KIIbIKK OOHAKUINCh, M TIApeHb MPHITHYJ HA OJICHSI.
Kortu Bammupa pazopBayi eMy mieto. JKUBOTHOE 3aKpUYasio, U KJIBIKM BAMIMPA KaK UIJIbI BOH3U-
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Jmch B paHy. Pobept moBaimi oneHst HAOOK U He TO3BOJIST eMy BeTarh. OJieHb 3a/Iphiral HOTaMH,
MIBITASCh COPOCUTD ¢ ce0s MapHs, U CTOHAJ, & BAMIMP HE OTPBIBAICS OT IIEH, yTONss Kaxkay. Bor
MPOIILJIO HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, ¥ ’KUBOTHOE TIepecTall iepratbest. POOepT oTopBaJICsl OT paHbl U 0O IHM3aT
ryosl. OH orisijiesics o cTopoHaM. B siecy 6bpu10 THXO. Bammivip mocMOTpest Ha CBOM KPOBaBbIe PYKH.
[MapeHp mpekpacHO MOHMMAJ M YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK OH M3MEHUJICS. B Takre MOMEHTHI OH 3a0BIBAJI CBOIO
YeJIOBEYECKYIO CYIITHOCTh, BEpPHEE CKa3aTh, BCE, UTO OCTAJIOCh B HEM OT YeJIOBEKa, XOTsSI OH TAKOBBIM
yxe u He sBisuics. Ho B To ke Bpemsi PoOept moHuMalt, 4To Apyroro BhIXOAA, KaK MUTATHCS KPOBBIO
KUBOTHBIX, y HEro HeT. M BaMIiip, Heo/Iro iymasi, BHOBb IIPUCOCAJICS K paHe.

Cryctst BpeMsl, yTOJIMB kKaXk 1y, TIApeHb IIe 10 Jiecy, HAKUHYB Ha ce0s1 pyOamky. [Tepectymnas
KOPHU M MeJIKHE BETKH, OH CMOTpeJI cede 1oji Horw. Bpyr rie-To B CTOpoHe pa3aasics KeHCKHIA KPUK.
Bamnup ocranoBuiics u npuciymmaics. [[efdcTBUTEIFHO, B CTOPOHE CIIBIIIAIUCH CTOHBI, U Pobdept
HaIrpaBwWICS TyIa.

[Momoiins Gmvke K U31aBaEMOMY 3BYKY, OH MPHUCIIOHUJICS K JIEPEBY PYKaMH U BBITJISTHYJT M3-3a
crBoina. [IpuMepHO B fecATH MeTpax OT Hero mapeHs YBuje AeBymKy. Hora ee mpoBaymiack cpeau
KOpHelt iepeBa 1 3acTpsiia. JleByiika 3aapana oKy, u Podept cMoTpes ee 0OHaKeHHYI0 HOTY. Psiom
Onesuta oBra. JleByIiKa IMbITajach BHITAIIUTh HOTY, HO Bce OesycrentHo. OHa mpucesa W TSKeJo
B3JIOXHYJIA.

Pobept nocmotpen cede mon Horu. OH XOTeJ MOMOYb, HO B TO K€ BpeMsl BaMIIUp He XOTell
BOUTH B KOHTAKT C YeJoBeKOM. [IoMHS 0 TOM, 4TO Mpou30muio ¢ MaprapuToil, oH cTapaiicst u3derarb
BCTPEYH C JIIOJBMHU.

[Mapens pa3BepHyIICA, M XOTeN OBUIO YWTH, KaK BIPYT MO HOTOW XPYCTHYJA IMpeaaTesibcKast
BETKA.

JleBylIKa IIsiHyJIa B TY CTOPOHY U 3a/iepKaJia JbIXaHUE.

— K10 30€Ch?

Pobept Momuan u He 1eBeuICs.

— Ecm BBl MUIOCEpIHBI, TIPOIITY: TIOMOTUTE MHE, — BHOBb TOJaJIa TOJIOC JEBYIIKA.

Bamnup cvupuiicsi. OH oBepHYJICS U MeJIJIGHHO BBIIIIENT U3-3a JepeBa.

JleByIiKa packpblia clerka poT, paccMarpuBas napHs. CKBO3b PacKpHITYIO pyOaxy BWIHBI
OBLITM MBIIIIIBI TIPecca U TOPCa, a pyKaBa ObLIM 3aKaTaHBI.

— K10 BBHI? — cripocuia oHa.

Pobept nmpomoyat, a moToM HampaBWICS K Hel. JIeBylka HEMHOTO MCITyTrajiach ero Haropa.
[Tapens npucen nepes HeW, ¥ OHa yBUJENA, KaK €ro KpernKue pyKy HanpsIyIich, KOrla OH pa3/iBUHYII
KOpHH. [leByIiKa BBICYHYJ/Ia HOTY M CIIpsiTajia TOJ I00KOM, IOTUpas ee.

PoGepTt BcTam 1, MOBEPHYBIIUCH, CTall YXOIUTh.

— Cnacu60, — pa3fasicst ’KeHCKHIA TOJIOC ITO3a/IH.

Bamnup ocranoBuiics u odepHysics. JleByika Obl1a coBceM oHas. Jlet ceMHaaaTy.

[Mapens coOpascs yiiTH, Kak OHa BCTaJla M OCTAaHOBHJIA €T0:

— K10 BHI?

Pobept onsATh 0cTaHOBUIICS U TOCMOTpEN B cTOpoHY. OH He XOTesl 3HAKOMUThCs. Bammup cras
MPUBHIKATh K OJMHOYECTBY, HO BCE PaBHO Kakas-TO HEBeJIOMasl CHJia MaHWIA ero K ymofasM. To
MOTPeOHOCTh B OOIIECTBE, TO JIM BOBMOKHOCTD 3aIlIUTUTD JTIOJCH.

[Mapensb, moMoT4aB, OTBETHI:

— PoGepr, Maam.

— Mapus, — oTBeTHIIa JIeBYIIIKa, TIONPABUB JIOKOH Bojioc. — OTKyna BbI, PoOepT? — crycTst MoJI-
YaHUe CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— 4 >xuJ1 TOBOJIBHO JAJIEKO OTCIONA.

— A Kyja Hanpasisietech?

— 41 He 3Ha10, — MOMEUINB, OTBETUJT BAMITHP.

— XOTHUTe MOWTU CO MHOM? 3/1eCh HEIAJIEKO Hallla AePEBHS.
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PoGepT mocMoTpen B CTOpPOHY U 3a1yMaJicsl.

CrycTst BpeMsi OHM BMeCTe IIUTH CPE/IM CTajia OBell, KOTOPOe Macioch Ha OOJIBIIOM MacTOMIIE.
Bnepenu BupHenach iepeBHs, 0 KOTOpoi roopuia Mapus. Ha miede mapHs Bucesna HeOOMbIIAs
CYMKa C OJICKIOM.

— W naBHO BBl B HaMX Kpasix, Podept? — cripaimBana JIeByIiKa.

— CoBceM HeaBHO. A BBl BCErJja XOOUTe OfHU?

— Her, — onyctuna ronoBy Mapust. — §1 panbiiie xoguia ¢ Opatom, HO Temepk. .., — OHa CIJIOT-
HYJIa, — sl XOKY OJJHA.

— [ouemy?

— Y Hac B JiepeBHE TPONaJIo0 HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK.

PoGepr risHyn Ha JeBYIIKY.

— U3-3a yero?

— Huxro moka emie He 3HaeT, MO0 3HAET, HO He TOBOPUT. MyKUMHBI CUMTAIIH, YTO ITO KAKOW-
TO AMKHIA 3Bepb. OHM YXOIWIN B Jiec, 4TOObI ero nomars. — OHa 3amonyania. — bonbliie X HUKTO
He Bujiel. Jlpyrue cunTaior, YTo BO BCEM BUHOBATHI BEIbMbI, KOTOPbIE OOMTAIOT B 3TOM JIECY.

— A BHI UTO cuMTaere? — MogyMaB, cripocus Pobepr.

Mapus B3rIsIHYJIa YKPAAKOHM Ha MapHs U OTBETUIIA, TOCMOTPEB cede Mo HOTHU:

— 4 cuuTaro, 4YTO 3TO BAMIIMUPHI.

ITpu 3toM cnoBe PoOepT c10BHO 0KUBHIICS.

— Bammnupsi?

— Ja.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak cuurtaere?

— MbI ¢ OpaToM Kak-TO HATKHYJIMCh HA TPYI MYKYMHBI B Jiecy. OH ObLI BECh UCTEP3aH U UCKY-
caH. Mbl HUKOMY 00 9TOM He pacckazaiui. Ham Obl He MoBepruIy.

— U mHOTO npona’a moaei? — Cipocuil 4epe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl BaMITUp.

— Vixe TpuHaALATh YeI0BeK, BKJII0Yasi MOero Opara, ¥ Bce MyKUMHBI.

— ITouemy TOJIBKO My>KUUHBI? — CIBUHYT OpoBU Pobepr.

—IoToMy 4TO TONIBKO OHM YXOIWJIH B Jiec. M He BO3BpaIlaimch, — 100aBuIIa OHa, OIyCTUB B30D.

Onu Bonu B aepeBHI0. C IECATOK CTapbIX JIOMOB IOTUJIMCh HA MEJIKUX YJIOYKax. KeHIIHbI
Y CTapyXW BCTPETWIN MX. BOT OHa BHIITIsA/ABIBANA U3 OKHA, JApyrasi, pa3BelBas Oejibe, OCTAHOBH-
J1ach, TPEThsI 3aHUMAJIACh peOeHKOM. .. Bce cMoTpenu Ha Pobepra, MoCcKoIbKy OH CBOE BHEIITHOCTHIO
BBIZIEJISIICS cpequ Jiiofielt. [la 1 K ToMy ke mapeHb ObLI, TOKaTyH, €AMHCTBEHHBIM B3POCIBIM MYK-
YUHOM, KTO Cceiiuac HaXOAWJICs B IEpEBHE.

Nx Bcrpetriia mate Mapum.

— OnATh penruia ojHa OBell acTu? — CIPOCHIa OHa.

— Mawm, Bce xoporio.

— Kt0 3107 — HEJOBepuMBO BIIVISTHYJIA KEHIIIMHA HA MapHS.

— 310 Pobepr.

— MHe ceifuac He /10 HOBBIX 3HAKOMCTB, Mapusi.

Omna cobpanack yXonuThb, kKak Pobept ee cripocuit:

— Cpeau nponaBIIMX €CTh Balll My:X?

JKenmuHa o6epHyIach.

— Mapus ckazana, 4To y Bac B IepeBHE MPOIao TPUHAAATH YEJIOBEK U BCE MYKUHHBI.

Mars ¢ pocanoil misiHy/la Ha J104b, CJIOBHO TOBOPWJIA, MOJI, 3a4€M Thl PACCKa3bIBaClllb TAKOE
HE3HAKOMBIM JIIOJISIM.

— 41 xouy momoub, — mponokuI Podepr.

— YeM BHI 371€Ch IOMOKETE? — C MEYaTBbHBIM BHOM CITPOCHIIA JKEHIIMHA.

— 41 BBISICHIO, KTO BHHOBAT B Iponaxe moned. S Bam obeman. Tonbko MHE MOHAI0O0MTCS
noMollb Bauen gouepu. Henanonro, — ckasan oH, IOCMOTpEB Ha Hee. — Viem 3a MHOM.
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JKeHIyHa ¢ HaJEk /101 OCMOTpENa EMy B CIIMHY M CIIPOCHJIA:

— Kro BbI, Muctep Pobepr?

— 51 — OXOTHUK, — 0OOEepHYJICS OH, OTBETHB.

Korma oHu BBITILTH 32 TIpe/iesibl iepeBHU, PoOepT ¢ Mapueit 0CTaHOBUIIUCH, U OH OCMOTPEJICS
10 CTOPOHAM, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPHUTCS, YTO OHU OJIHH.

— Taxk, rae Bl ¢ 6paToOM HAIUIM TPYM MYKIUHBI? — CIIPOCHIT TIAPEHb.

— 310 Hepaneko orciofa. [loliaemre.

Onu pBUraNMCch 1O Jecy, 1 Mapus 1uia Briepenu. Podepr 1mien mo3aau Hee W, OCMaTpUBasiCh
10 CTOPOHaM, BHUMATeJIbHO TpucitymvBaics. Ho kpome cepaiieOneHns JeByIIKY U TIEHUs ITUL] OH
HUYETo He CIbIIAN. A B €€ T0JIOBE BaMITUP CJIbIILIAJ OAMH U TOT ke Bonpoc: «K1o ke oH?».

— Elle HeMHOro ocTasioch, — MPOMOJIBIJIA OHA.

Bor onu criyctunuck ¢ oBpara. Buusy Onu3ko Apyr K Apyry pociu jBa JepeBa. OcrajibHbie
OIMHOKO CTOSJTM HEKUM IOTYKPYTOM BOKPYT HUX, @ BHYTPU HErO pocjia MeJKash paCTUTEIbHOCTb.

Mapusi ocTaHOBUJIACh TOCPEIU MOJISIHBI U CKa3aja:

— D710 6bLIO 371eCh. BOH TaMm, — yKa3ana oHa Ha /1Ba JiepeBa.

PoGept mogomen k mMecty yOMiCTBa W TpHces, BHUMATEIBHO paccMarpuBasi 3eMio. TpaBa
MecTaMu ObljTa PUMSITA, a BO3JIE iepeBa OHa OKasasiach TeMHOW. Bunumo, ot kposu. Ha 3emiie ocra-
JIMCh YETKHUE criefibl OT 00yBH. Mapusi cTosijla Ha MecTe, HaOmoasi 3a ero AeHCTBUSIMH.

Bammnup Bctan u MeasieHHO 06o11es JepeBo.

— A B Kako¥ 00J1acTH Bbl OXOTHHUK? — CITPOCHJIA OHA.

ITapens nocmorpen Boilie. Ha cTBOsE AepeBa ocTayuch ciepl OT KOITEH.

— Bamnumpel, — Trxo npomosnsui PoGepr.

— Bbl OXOTHMK Ha BaMIMpPOB? — yAUBUJIACh JIEBYIIIKA.

—Yro? A? la, — He cpasy Jajl OH OTBET. — D-3-3, B KAKOU-TO Mepe, 1.

[Tapensb nopo1en K Apyromy J€peBy U TaM TOXKE Ha CTBOJIE HALLEJ CJIeAbl OT KOTTEN.

— Koraa nponan nocnegHuii 4yeaoBek ? — CIIpOCKJI OH.

— Tpu nHs Ha3an. 3HAUMT, BBl OXOTHUK Ha BaMIIMPOB, — pa3MbliLisiaa Mapus. — U kak xe Bbl
coOupaeTech Ha HUX OXOTUTHCS?

— Iloka He 3Hal0, — paccmarpuBas ciefpl, orBedan Podept. — [lymaro, mpoBecTu 37ech HOUb, —
0OepHYJICS OH.

— 3gecs? Ho BB ke oguH, a UX MOXET OBITh HECKOJIBKO!

— Hy, 51 e OXOTHUK, — YJIBIOHYJICS TTapeHb.

— Ho y Bac Her opyxus! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa Mapus.

— VY MeHs CBOM METOJIBI.

— Moxer, nogenureck. 5 Xotena Obl TOMOYb.

— He crour. 4 cnpasmock. K ToMy %€ BbI yk€ MHE ITOMOIJIN.

I'my6oko BHYTpH ceOs1 PoOepT moHMMAa, 94To He0OXOAUMO OBLIO KaK MOKHO ObICTpee YUTH OT
9TOro pa3roBopa, M KOrja HacTyIMuiIa Obl HOYb, OH TTPOCTO ObI cOEKal OTCIO/Ia, OCTABUB MTPOOIeMBI
moneit uM xe. Ho B To ke Bpems JkeJlaHue IoMoYb TOXe pUCyTcTBOBasIO. Beab o Bamnump. U ceituac
Ha JII0JIell OXOTWJIMCh BaMIIMPbI, a 3HAYUT, OH €IMHCTBEHHBII, KTO MOXET IOMOYb JIIosAM. Bamnup
CMOXET UX HalTH, BHEJPUTHCA K HUM M JIMKBUIUpoBaTh. HO ecm nx MHOTO, TO IOMOYb OH YK€ He
cMoxeT. A npuBiiekath Mapuio PoOept He xoTer.

Beuepeno, korja oHM HaXOAWJIKCH B iepeBHe. Kpome Mapuu HUKTO He 3HaT, 4To PoGepT mpo-
BeJIET HOUb B Jiecy. OHM He XOTeN MPUBJIEKATh JIMIIIHEe U1l ceOs1 BHUMaHKe. B cTopoHe OT Bcex OHM
[IEPEroBapuBaAIIUCh APYT C IPYTOM.

— Bbl TOYHO yBepeHbl, YTO BaM He HYyXHa MOMOIIb? — CIpallivBaja JAEBYIIKa, KOIja MapeHb
coOMpas MpUIacel B CyMKY, €CTECTBEHHO TOJ MPEIIOrOM TOTO, YTO OH MOXET MPOTOJIOAaThCs. —
TonbKko He ToIyMaiTe, 9YTo MHE He CTpairHo. MHe OYeHb CTpAIHO U 51 00I0Ch TeMHOTHI. U s 60toch
BaMITMPOB, XOTsI HUKOT/IA UX HE BUJENA. .., — JOOAaBIIIa OHA.
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— 41 cripaBmiock, — niepedwt ee Podept u yabioHyIIcs.

OH 3aKkuHYJ CYMKy Ha IUIEYO, MepersHyics ¢ Mapueil U HarpaBWICS B CTOPOHY Jieca.
JleBy1iKa Ts1Kes0 B3AOXHYJIA, CMOTps eMy Benesl. OHa nepexuBaia 3a NapHs.

Hacrynumu cymepku, koraa Pobept men no jiecy. B TvimHe moj HoramMu XpycTesii 3aCOoXIIue
BEeTKU. Bamnip BpemeHamu OcTaHaBJIMBAJICA, IPUCITYILIMBAsCh. [ 1e-T0 B TpaBe 3areBajid CBEPUKHU.
Ha nepeBe rykana coBa. Y napHsi He ObLJIO OITPE/ICIEHHOTO My TH KyIa-To UATH. OH pemmi noOpoauTh
HOYb B JIECY U TEM CAMBbIM IIOIBITATHCS] BBIMAHUTh TEX BAMITUPOB, KOTOPBIE TEPPOPU3HPYIOT IEPEBHIO.

Bot mapeHbp BHOBb OCTQaHOBWJICS M, OCMOTPEBIIUCH, COOpaJICsS UATH, KaK BIPYT CO CTOPOHBI
nocIblIajcs mesnect. Bamnup cnpsrascs 3a JepeBoM U Hanpsr 3peHue. Cpeu KycToB B TpaBe Ipo-
oupaics exuk. [TapeHsb yIbIOHYJICS U HAITPABUJICS JAUTBIIIE.

Pobept mpodpaicst ckBO3b KYCTAPHUKY U OKa3aJicsl HA TOM caMoM MecTe, riae Mapus ¢ 6patom
HaUM Tpyn My)urHbl. OH ocMOTpescs U OPOCHIT CyMKY BO3Jie JepeBa. IIoToM BHOBb B3IVISIHYIT
Ha cJieJpl Ha JepeBe OT Korreil. PaccmarpuBas ux, BaMnup Mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 1103311 HETO KTO-TO
HAaXoOUTCs U 0OepHyJcs. [IelicTBUTENBHO, BO3JIE APYToro AepeBa CTOsUI HEKTO U He mieBeuics. B
MIPaBO CTOpPOHE MosIBIJICA erie onuH. U ¢ ieBoid. PoGepT mouyBCcTBOBAJ PUCYTCTBHE UYKOTO ITO3a/11
ce0s1. DTOT THXO MOAKPAABIBAIICS, U BAMITUD CJIBIIIIAI €r0 MBICTH: « THXO TOJONIN 1 yAApUTh KOTTSIMU
WX OTCIOZIA MIPBITHYTh HA HETo?». OH B HEPEIIMTEIbHOCTH OCTaHOBUIICS. BO3MOXHO, ellie He PUHSIT
OKOHYATEJIbHOTO pellieHusl. 3HAYUT, JIOOUT MPOSIBIATh MHUIMATHBY, a 3HAYUT, HA OCOOOM CUETy.
JIBoe 1o GoKaM He JBHUTaIMCh U Jaxe He qymaian. PodepT HUKak He MOT YJIOBHUThH XOJ MX MBICIIEH,
XOTs1 9TOT MPOLIECC JOBOJBHO CIOKHO OCTaHOBUTH. KaxIplil MOCTOSIHHO 0 yeM-To aymaeT. Ho Tyt B
rOJIOBE MPOMEJbKHYJIa MBICTb Uy:Koro: «KTo Houblo 31ech Oyaer OpoauTh?». A BTOpPOH, CIIOBHO €ro
nponoskm: «Eciy 310 epeBeHCKHid, TO, UTO JEJIaeT B JIECY, KOTOPbIN [J1sl HETO CYMTAETCS ONTACHBIM 7
Mozxer, 3T0 He MecTHbIH 7». HakoHell-Taku ¥ 3Th «OTBeTWIn». HO pa3 OHM He NBUTAIOTCS, 3HAYUT,
nounHstiorcst. Ocraercs enie onuH. «KTo 3107 — pazaanmick ero Mpicu B roiose Pooepra. — [Touemy
He cripanuBaeT KTo Mbl Takue? [Touemy HUKak He pearupyeT Ha Hac? Yto 310 3a cymka? YUto oH 311ech
3a0bL1? [ToueMy OocTaHOBUJICS UMEHHO 371eChb?». HacTopokeHHbI. 3HAUMT, IJIABHBIN Cpe/in HUX.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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