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AHHOTaAIMUSA
Korma MorieHHUKY OTOMpaloT emTuHCTBeHHoe XmibE. Korma
B TBOEM Tejle OKa3bIBAETCA e]l[é OJHAa JIMYHOCTL. Korna CHBbI
MMpeBpalarTCad B CILIOIIIHOM KomMap. Korz[a MMpOBaJIbl B IIAMATHU
pymar xu3Hb. Korma cmepts 3abupaer mooumsix. Koraa manenve co
CTyneHeﬁ OKaHYMBACTCA aOM. ?)aXOquCH JIN TOrga COEjaaTh I'JIOTOK
U3 peKku 3a0BeHus?
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JIBeHaiatoe stHBapsi HAYJIOCh isl Makcrma co 3BOHKa Oy-
JVJTbHUKA. 32 Te IBe HeJle M MOoKa KOJIJIeIK, TJie OH padoTall rmpe-
TojIaBaTelieM, HaXOJWIICS Ha KaHWKYJaX, MaKkcuM ycres OTBBIK-
HYTh OT PaHHUX MOABEMOB. Terepp Tpesb 3BOHKA pa3/iaBajiach
Kak Ha0aT, B KOTOPBIA CTY4UT 00€3yMEBIINIA MOHAX.

Hexotss Makcum paznenui rma3a. KomHara yronazia B TeMHO-
Te. Psy1om skeHa mpoOopMoTaia 4To-To CKBO3b COH. Y Hee Cero-
JHSI TaKKe TIepBBI pabounii JeHb, HO € Ha 3TO SIBHO TUIEBaTh.
B Takux cuTyauusix Bcs OTBETCTBEHHOCTb IO MOABbEMY CYMpPY-
'Y JIOKWIACh HA Makcrma, nHa4Ye MOTOM OOsI3aTeNIbHO TONTydal
CKaH/IaJl ¢ KPUKOM: «fl, mo-TBoeMy, Ha paboTe B UTPYIIKH UT-
pato?! Mel BoOOIIIe-TO B OTHOM Kojuieke rperogaem! 3a0put?!
W s tam nenbru 3apadareiBaio! A ThI Jake HE YIOCYKHUICS pa3-
OymuTh MeHs!».

BynunbHUK 3BoHWI. CKy4dHas OqHOOOpa3Has MeJIousl Jelle-
BOTO KMTAlCKOTro 3BOHKA MOXET MEPTBOIO MOAHATH, HE TOBOPS
O TOM, UYTO KUBOW CaM BCTaHET, YTOObI ObICTpEe 3aTKHYTh HEHA-
BUCTHOE TPEHbKaHbE.

Makcum ckuHya ofiesiio. MeanieHHO nionHsicss. OH TOMHW,



KaK BCKaKMBaJI C TIOCTEJM B BOCEMHALIATh, TENEPb, B TPUILIATh
AT, TIOABEM JABAJICA TsKEJee. ByIUIbHUAK CTOSUT Ha TyaJleT-
HOM CTOJIMKE CYIIPYTH, KyJla OH IOCTaBUJI €ro ¢ Beuepa. daibiie
OT «COHHOW» PYKHU — OOJIbIIIE MIAHCOB MTPOCHYTHCSI BOBPEMSI.

BriksiounB 3B0HOK, Makcum HEBOJILHO TIISTHYJI Ha ceOsl B 3ep-
KaJ10. Pycpble BOJIOCHI TPUBBIYHO PACTPETIaHbl, Ha BHITSHYTOM JIH-
1€ CITPATAJIUCH COHHBIE IJ1a3a.

— Bceragai, mo6umasi! — Bsiio mpoOOPMOTAI OH.

Jlena, oxunaemo, He orpearnpoBaja. Torga OH NpUHSIICA
ee Oyauth. BHauyane mormsiTancs mpocto pacroikars. becriones-
HO. CJie/1yIonyM I1arom ctajio otoupanue ofesia. He momorso.
[Ipuiiock cynpyry 3a HOry CTaCKMBaTh ¢ KpPOBATH.

Korpa Jlena okazanach Ha 1ojty, TO IPOCHYJIACh OKOHYATE b~
HO. Ceemible BOJIOCH 32 HOUb pacTpenanucek. Ha xynom smie or-
YETIMBO NMPOCTYNWIO pa3fpaxkeHue. Brpouem, oHa Bceraa co-
XpaHsijla CypOBbII BUJ, ]a U OJEBAJIaCh BCEI/la CTPOro — He Mpo-
CTO TaK CJIbLJIa CaMBIM TPeOOBATEILHBIM MPEToaBaTesieM KoJljie-
JIKa, TJe OHU BMecTe padoTaiu.

OneBvch U MO3aBTpaKaB, MaKCUM CTOSUT Ha TIopore U 00y-
Basics. Panom xsonorana cynpyra, 100aBisisi HOC/IeIHUE ITPU-
XM K €r0 HOBOMY KOCTIOMY.

— Bynp ocropoxen! — ckazana JleHa, koraa oH 00yscs.

— O0s3arenbHO, JOporas! — Becesno oTBeTus1 Makcum, U, o-
LIEJIOBAB JKEHY, BBIILIEN Ha JIECTHUYHYIO KJIETKY.

Knomka BbI3oBa nmdrTa oTkazanach 3aroparbes. [Ipumuioch
CITyCKaThbCs MEIIKOM C BOCBMOTO.



[Torona Ha ynuie cTosuia oinuHast. Kak B CTUXOTBOPEHUU:

«Mopo3 ¥ CONHIIE — AEHb YYy/IECHBIU. . .»

[lepen BbixogoM MakcuM OCMOTPEN Ha TEPMOMETP 32 OKHOM
— MMHYC JBaauath 1o Lleabcuio — Ho Ha yiule, u3-3a OTCYTCTBUS
BETPa, COBEPIIEHHO HE XOJIOAHO.

IIpukypus, Makcum nopaioBajcs HOBOMY JHIO U BEJUKOJIEII-
HOI MOroJie.

— JleHb HaUMHAETCS OTJAMYHO! — BIIOJITOJIOCA ITPOU3HEC OH U
JBUHYJICS B ITyTb.

Ha KppUibll0 BeIM TpU 3alOPOIIEHHBIE CHETOM CTYIEHBKH.
Korma MakcuM CTaHOBUJICA Ha MOCJIEIHION, TO MOHSI — Hago
UATHU aKKypaTHEN.

Caumkom no3gHo.

[IpaBas Hora ynuia Brepes, NbITasiCh CTaTh HA 3€MIIIO, A Jie-
Basl COCKOJIb3HYJ1a. B3aMaxHyB pykamu, Makcum yrnas CliMuHOM Ha
JiecTHUIly. ['0jloBa MO MHEPLIMM OTKUHYJIACh Ha3al U CO BCETO
pa3Maxy yaapuiack o 0etoH. Y Makcuma u3 171a3 HOCHIIaINCh
VICKPHI. . .

OueHb 1aJIEKO BUIHETICS CBET.

He cBeT B ero npuBbHIYHOM ITOHUMAHWH, 4 YTO-TO )KHUBOE, CAMO
no cebe sBisIONeecs: ceetoM. OHO yaansioch. Makcnm mooe-
*aj. Ero ckopoctu sIBHO He XBaTajo, HO MECTO, TJie HaXOIMJICS,
3acTaBisuio Oexarb. He BakHO Kyna — r1aBHOe Oexkarhb. Bokpyr



ObLJIO BCE M OIHOBPEMEHHO HUYEro. YbK-TO JIMIIA, MEJIbKaBIINE
CO CKOpPOCTBIO, HE TO3BOJISIBIIEH pa300paTh, KOMY OHH MPUHA[-
nexar. I'onoca, MHOTO Toj0cOB, TOBOPUBILIEE BMECTE U JIENAI0-
I11Me HEeMOHATHBIMU cJIoBa. ['opoza, crpaHsl, 00pa3bl — KapTHH-
KM MeJIbKaJIM ¢ KaTtacTpopuyeckoil ckopocteio. M Bce okpyxkana
TeMa. Kazanoce, B 9TOM mapcTBe cympaka He MOXeT ObITh HIYe-
ro xuBoro. Hu onu s1yu cBera He mpoObET ero. Makciuma oxBa-
TWJIO KaTaTOHU4YecKoe oTyassHue. OH He ycneBall, Ueslb YXOAWJIA,
HE /1aBasl HUKaKMX IIAHCOB JIorHath ee. Ho oH Gexan motomy,
YTO HUYETO JPYroro eMy He 0CTaBajiock. Kazanocs, BEUHOCTS 3a-
IYCTWJIa €ro B cBoe JIOHO. OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO Y€ 3JeCh Ha-
XOAUTCS M CKOJIBKO MPEACTOUT MpoObITh. CBET BCe ynasics U
ylansicsi. Yke HEBO3MOKHO CTajio pa3o0parh, KMBOM OH WU
HeT. Termeppb 3TO ObLIA MPOCTO TOYKA MOCPENW ThbMbL. Makchm
no0Oesxal u30 Bcex cuil. Uepe3 Bpemsi MOHsUT: BCE MONBITKY Ha-
npacHbl. He crano Touku, ocTajcs OOquH CyMpak, KOTOpbIM Ha-
YaJj CryIIaThCs Bce CHIIbHEH. MaKcuM He MOT IPe/ICTaBUTh cede
NoI0OHOW YepHOTHL. B cymHocTH, BOKpyr Hero He yepHoTa. C
YXOJIOM CBETa CTajia HagBUraTbcs mycrora. Iponanu nuua, roso-
ca, ropofa u crpassl. YTo-T0 OrpomMHoe nogoupanock kK Makcu-
MY, HamMepeBasich 3a0paTh U MOIJIOTUTh, pa3KeBbIBAs KOCTH, KaK
NPOMBIIIIEHHAst MsIcOpyOKa Msico. OHO He M3aBajio HU 3BYKa,
Y OT 3TOrO Ka3aJloch eule crpaiiHee. MakcuM He 3Haj, 4To Je-
JIaTh — BOKPYT YeTbIpeXMepHas MycToTa U rpoO0Basi TUILIMHA, OT
KOTOpPO# 3as1okmio yii. Ko Bcemy 3TOMy, OH KOKel OuryIial
IIPUCYTCTBHE KOrO-TO IUIOXOro. Toro, kto xkaer. Urpaer ¢ Hum,



KaK KOIIIKa ¢ MblIiiblo. Kazasiock, 3To npeaer, yepra, 3a KOTOpou
HHUYETO HET.

CwmepTb.
Ho Torna yero ona xaer?
— Hy! Yero 1bl... — MakcuM yMOJIK Ha IOJIYCJIOBE, IOTO-

My, 4TO HMYEro, B CyITHOCTH, U He roBopuii. Ero pot He uzgan
HU 3ByKa. Huuto He mMorio npoOuth HeObiTHE. Heckonbko Mu-
HYT Makcum CTosiT U %J1ajl, He 3Hasl 4ero. XoTb U Jymall, 4To
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, HO COMHeBaJicsi. B 3Tom mecTe He cyiiecTBo-
Bajio HUvero. Jlaske BpeMsi, B €ro MPUBBIYHOM TMOHSITUH, OTCYT-
CTBOBAJIO.

W3 rmybun myctoTsl pazpaics roioc. OH He ObUT TOJIOCOM
MY>KUMHBI WU KEHIUHBI — OH HAIIOMUHAJI MeXaH4ecKui. bes-
SMOLIMOHAJIBHBIN, XOJIOIHBIA U PAaBHOAYIIIHBIM MAILIMHHBIN HATIEB
JIWJICST OTOBCIO/TY U 3aIOJHSUT cOOOM MpocTpaHCcTBO. Kazaiocs,
OyATO OH MaTepuasieH U, MOAXBaTUB, MOHeceT MakcuMa Ha Me-
XaHUYECKUX MHTOHAIIUSAX, TO, TIOJHUMAsI, TO, OIyCKasl B ITyOu-
HbI BEYHOCTH.

— BcromnM, 4TO THI cAefan B CBOEH KU3HU, — Pa3fAaBajioch
cpasy OTOBCIOAy. — BCcoMHU TeX, KOro Thl JIOOWJI, KTO JTIOOMJT
TeOs1. BcioMHu cBoMX poamrenedi. Bcmomum Bee TO, uTO Tebe
JOPOTrO U... — pa3facs JeJeHIIUNA TyITy CMeX 3arporpaMMu-
poBaHHOM MamuHbl. — [Tonpoinancs co Bcem 3tum! Bosbiie Thi
HUKOT/IAa HE YBUJIUIIH ¥ He yCblmuib ux! Teneps y TeOs HOBBIT
nom! Beunsiii jom! [TocMoTpu 1 momoOyics.

ITycrora crana paccenBarbcs. [lox Horamu nosBuIack CKaa.



He6os1b111011 OCTPOBOK, OKPYKEHHBIH JIABOU, N3JAIOIIEH TOIITHO-
TBOpPHOE 3710BOHME. [IpurianeBmmcy, MakcuMm MOHAM, 4TO 3TO
MOTOK U3 KPOBH, THOSI, YacTeu Tesia U Kocterd. C COOTBETCTBYIO-
et BoHbl0. Ero MomeHTanbHO cromHuio. [loaHsaBs rooBy, oH
YBUJIEN, YTO BOKPYT OTBECHBIE CTEHbI, CMBIKAIOIIMECS KOJIBLIOM.
CoBepILIEHHO MIAJKKE U HE JA0UIUE HU OJHOM BO3MOKHOCTH BbI-
Opatbcsi. CBepxy chimajiach Tpyxa. 3aapaB TOJIOBY, OH yBUJEI
Ha CTeHe cyIiecTB. MajieHbK1e, YeJIOBEKOIIOJJOOHbIE, COBEPITICH-
HO Harue, OecIojible, C JIMIIaMH, HAITOMUHAIOIIUMU CBUHBIE PhI-
J1a, TOJILKO NpOoTUBHEU. OHU M3/1aBaJIM TPOMKHE KPUKH, HE I10-
XOIUBIIMe HA Ha uyT0. OHM BeceMIHCh, cOpachiBas Ha Makcuma
’MeHH nopoiiika. [TocMoTpeB Ha CBOM pyKH, OH MOHSLT IPUYUHY
HX BECEJIbSI.

Ero 3axuBo noxupanmu. MajleHbKME Ky4YKH, MMOXOAMBIINE
CKOpee Ha IbUIb, MaJaJIN U OTKYChIBasl IO HUYTO)KHOMY KyCOY-
Ky, ymupaau. Ho 3Tux y4koB MUJUTMOHBL. PykaBa KypTKH yxe
necrpeyiu AblpkamMu. Ha KO)XHOM MOKpOBE KUCTEW PyK MOSIBU-
JIUCh TIPOTUIEIIUHBIL.

— OcraHoBUTECH, UTO BHI Jienaere! — 3akpuyan Makcum, HO
TBapW YIBOWIM ycwius. Tenepb OH €iBa pa3ivMyall UX CKBO3b
TeJIeHy MaJaoX HACEKOMBbIX.

— Kak xui, Tak 1 Myyaucsi, HUYTOXKHBIM MOKJIOHHUK MUMO-
JIETHOT'0, — pa3/1aJiCsl MEXaHUUYECKUU r0JI0C, a 332 HUM CHOBA CMEX.
Tenepr Makcum MOHSI, YTO Tak Beceawsio myuutess. Mumo
MIPOIUIbLIA TOJIOBA, Oe3 KOkHU 1 0e3 mia3. Yepen, COXpaHUBIIUIA
olmMeTKU Msica. Ero potr oTKpbIBasics, MBITAsCh U3AATh 3BYKHU.



SI3bIK, OTYACTU ChEAEHHBI, IIEBEINJICS, BHITACKMBAS NIONABLIYIO
B POT rajiocts. JIOIUIBIB K CTEHE, OH CKpbUICA 1o Her. Cmeptu
OoJbIIIe HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO, HO OCTATUCH OOJb M CTPaJaHusl.

— A mory cnactu Te0s1, — pa3jasics TUXM kKeHCKUH ronoc rie-
TO COBCEM PsIOM. MakcuM NOBEPTEIN IOJIOBOM, HO HUKOIO HE
yYBUJEIL.

— He nim mens, s B TeGe.  Mory nomous TeOe BhIOpaTbesi. A
B3aMeEH NPOILIY CaMyl0 MaJIOCTh — XOUy HATHU MECTEYKO B IIIy-
OuHe TBOETO. ..

— Jla, na s cornace, TOJIBKO BBITAM MeHA! — MakcuM yxe He
3HAJ, 32 KaKyl0 COJIOMUHKY XBararbcs. Pyku u auio HaunHaio
*kedb. bonb Tynas u ganekas, Ho, Kak OH IOI03peBaJl, 3TO BCETO
JIMIIb HAadasno OeCKOHeYHO MbITKU. OH gorajgaics Kynaa rnonaji
Y UTO €ro JKJIET, a BOOOpaXkeHre PUCOBAJIO CaMbIi CTPAITHBIN U3
(prsibMOB yxKaCoB.

— Thl yBepeH B cBoeM BblOOpe? — MeuInil rosnoc. — Bropoii
TIOTIBITKY Y TeOs1 He OyJeT.

— a, 1 yBepeH! — 3akpuyasi Makcum. — Yepes HECKOIbKO MU-
HYT TeOe He ¢ KeM Oy/ieT pa3roBapuBarh U HEKOTO criacath! — ma-
HMKa HaKpbLIa, KaK IEBATHIN Basl peiOalikyio 1oAky. [Ipoucxons-
IIee CTajlo Ka3arbest OpejoM.

«Kaxkoi k uepTty af, — nogymai oH. — DTO KOIIMap, ITyCcKau ca-
MBIl CTPAIIHBINA U3 KOIIIMAPOB, CHUBIIMXCS KOIa-Jm00, HO 3TO
BCETO JIAIIb COH».

VBepuBIIMCh B 3TOM MBIC/IH, OH ILIarHyJ1 B MOTOK.

«Cenyac s1 IpoCHYCb, psAIOM cruT JIeHa, cerogHsi MHE Ha pa-



00Ty, el Toxke, MHe OyIeT CJIOXHO ee pa3OyauTh, HO, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, TIONTyuuTcs. [IoToM s mo3aBTpakato, cooepych, U MOUIy
B Koytek. [lepBas mapa y pasjiosnbaeB U3 rpyIisl TPAHCIIOPT-
HUKOB. VIM Hasl0 pacckaszarh mpo ce0ecTOMMOCTh. 3aTeM BTOpast
rapa, a moToM JIOMOW».

Korna Hora Makcrma KOCHYJach IOTOKA, OH C Y’KaCOM ITOHSLII,
YTO BCE TO YK€ IMPOUCXOIUIO. BCIOMHWMII PO MOABE3/ U CTY-
nieHbKy. lanbiie q1ymMarh OblIO TIO3IHO.

OH npoBaMJICS B PeKy M3 YeJJOBEUECKUX OCTAHKOB.

% %k %k

— Toi tae? — cripocwia Jlena y cynpyra o moowibHOMY. OHI
JOTOBOPWJIACh BCTPETUTHCS BO3JIE BBICOKOIO 3/1aHUs, NMEPBbIUA
9T KOTOPOrO CIEJIaH B BUJIE apOK.

— 41 B myTH, ckopo Oyay, — OTBETUJI OH. — A ThI?

— 4 mouru Ha mecre. IIpueny, no3BoHO, — cKazana Jlena u
HOJIOKUIIA TPYOKY.

Myx4uHa mofoIien U 4ro-to ckasai. JleHa He pasoOpana
CJIOB. DTO ee He BOJIHOBAIO. ABTOOYC, HA KOTOPOM OHa exaia,
cTpaHHblid. [IOTOIOK OYEHb BBICOKMH, a JBEPU HEMPONOPIHO-
HAJIBHO HU3KU. MaJio TOro, OH OCTaHaBJIMBAJICA Yepe3 Kaxk/ple
NATHAAIATh MeTpoB. JleHa cujiena nepen J000BbIM CTEKJIOM, Kak
B JIByX9TaXXHOM TPAHCIIOPTE, TOJIBKO aBTOOYC CaMbliA OOBIYHBIN —
ropofckor. OHa 4eTKO OMHMIIA, YTO CaJWIach B HETO Ha OCTa-
HOBKe. Ternepb MUMO MPOIUIBIBAJIM T10J1, IEPEMEKAEMBIE POIIIA-



mu. Hu onHa MarmmHa He 000rHasa MX U He Tipoexajia HaBCTpeuy,
HO JIeHy 3TO 00CTOATENBCTBO He BOMHOBANO. OHA TOYHO 3HAJA,
YTO €IeT IO MPABWJILHOMY MapIlpyTy.

«Kro Bener aBroOyc?!» — BO3HUKJIa TTAHUYECKAasi MBICIIb U B
Ty K€ CEKYH/Iy pacTBOPHJIACh.

Jlena o6epHnynack. Casion myct. OHa exasia OfHa — 3T0 00CTO-
SATEJIbCTBO TaKXke He BCTpeBOkmI0. Korma oHa cCHOBa MOBEpHY-
JIach JIMIIOM K OKHY, BIIEPEAM YK€ HAXOAWJIOCh 3[IaHue C Tep-
BBIM 3TQXOM B BHjie apok. JleHa BCTaja W MOAONUIA K JIBEPU.
ABTOOYC OBICTPO MOKPBUT OCTABIIIEECS PACCTOSHHUE U PACTIAXHYJI
nBepb. EnleHa crycTuiach Mo MajieHbKUM U HEYJIOOHBIM CTYTIe-
HM. B 11110 10XHYJ TEMJIBIA BETEPOK.

3apokoTtan aBuraresib. ABTOOyC XJIOIHYJ ABEPbMU U Hayall
ObICTpO yrnansThcsi. Bckope oH ckpbuicst u3 Buay. Bokpyr mpo-
CTUPAJIUCH CIUJIOIIHbIC TIOJIS, ¥ TOJIbKO 32 CIUHOM Y JIeHBI BBICH-
Joch orpoMHoe 31aHue. OHa MojHsJIa TOJIOBY, Havasla CYUTaTh
9TaXu, HO Ha BoceMHaaroM comnacb. CTpoeHre yrnupasaoch B
He00, Ka3aJloCh, AEPKUT €ro, Kak ATJIaHT.

«He xBaraer cana c ssémmokamu?1» — po ce0s1 UpOHU3MpoBaIa
Jlena.

Ona npoluia K Jpyrov CTOpOHE 3[1aHM s, MbITAsICh HAUTH Cpe-
I apoK BXof. Bce oHU CKBO3HBIE M BBIBOIMJIM HA JPYTYIO CTO-
POHY, I/ie, HACKOJIBKO XBaTajo IJ1a3, TaKkKe PacCTUIIANOCh IO-
ne. HeBbicokas 3esieHasi TpaBa IesiecTesia U Kayasaach, OyaTo ot
CHJIBHOTO BeTpa, HO JleHa He 4yBCTBOBaJIa yHOBEHUSI, HU OIUH
JIOKOH €€ MPEKPACHBIX BOJIOC HE MOILIEBETUIICS.



Omna HaGpana Homep Makcuma.

— Jla mooumas!

— To1 ckopo?

— 41 yxe. nu, BcTpevaid, — Ha 3TOT pa3 OH MOBECUIT TPYOKY.

Jlena BepHyJiach yepes apky. YBujaena, 4yro Makcum e ye-
pe3 nosnie. Cynpyr nomaxai. OHa otBeTmia. CKOpo MyX MOJO-
1€ K JI0pore.

Jlena ycnplinana 3ByK — NPUOIMKAIOIIMIACS PEB MOIIIHOTO MO-
TOpAa.

Io nopore ¢ 3anpeaesbHOM CKOPOCTBIO MUYAJICS SIPKO KPACHBIN
ABTOMOOWJIb.

«3ITO HE MalllMHA, — [TPOHECIIOCh Y JIEHBI B rojIoBe. — ITO Abs-
BOJD».

Ona xoTena KpUKHYTh Makcumy, 4ToObI TOT TIOIOXK/IAN, HE
NEPEeXOW, HO €€ TOJI0BAa IOBOPAYMBAJIaACh MEJJIEHHEE, 4YeM
exan aBTomoOusb. Kak pa3 B Ty cekyHj1y, KOrjia oHa 3aKpryaia
«Croit», cynpyra cOnia MalivHa.

Maxkcrma nonOopocHiIo B BO3AYX Ha HECKOJIBKO JIECSITKOB MET-
poB. YmaB, OH MPOKATUJICA MO 3eMJjie MPUOTU3UTENBHO CTONb-
KO K€ M 3aCTbUI B HEECTECTBEHHOM 1o3e. JIeHa He BepuJa Ia-
3aM. CTynop OT YBUIEHHOIO MPUKOBAJ HOrM K 3emuie. Onom-
HUBIIIMCh, OHA Mo0exkasa K Myxy. Jlnimo Makcuma 3aimmro Kpo-
BbIO, HOTU U PYKU MepeIOMaHbl BO MHOTMX MECTax, U30 pTa Mmpu
JbIXaHUM BbLIETAJIa KPOBb, IT1a3a cMoTpesu Ha Jleny. OH 4To-TO
MPOIIeTTAal.

OHa ynana nepej HUM Ha KOJICHH. ..



...a B CJIEIYIOIIUI MUT POCHYJNACH.
3ano3aaao Npynuio OCO3HAHKUE TOTO, YTO MPOIIENTA CYIIPYT.
«[Tomoru!»

Jlena peiBkOM noaHsutack ¢ nocresu. CoH Ka3alicsi HACTOBbKO
peanbHBIM, YTO OHA JO CHX HOp BHJENA Ieper coO0il OKpOBaB-
JieHHoe 1o Makcuma, ero riasa, cMoTpsye Ha Hee. CKOJIBKO
B HUX OBbLJIO OOJM M CTPaJaHuiA, MOJILOBI U JIIOOBH. . .

Yackl Ha TyaJIETHOM CTOJIMKE [TOKa3bIBA/IU MOJIOBUHY YeTBep-
Toro yrpa. JleHa Bcrasa ¢ mocrenu. Yxke roj oHa cniaja B Heil ofi-
Ha. Penko, HO cnana. B ocHOBHOM mpHXOQMIOCh padoTaTh, 4To-
Obl 0OecrnieunTh cyliectBoBaHre Makcumy. [IHem npenonaBarth B
KOJUIE’KE,  BEUEPOM TO MBITb I10JIbl, TO CTOPOKUTh, & MHOT/AA U
TOro XyXe. .. JIeHa He XoTesia BCIOMUHATD O TeX YHWKEHHUSIX, de-
pe3 KOTOpsbIe MPOIILIa paay JIoOMMoro yenoBeka. OHa, Kak 1si-
TWIETHsIS IeBOYKa, Bepuiia B uyJo. OJHak bl OHA IPUAET B I10-
JIMKJIMHUKY, @ MakciM cMOTpUT Ha Hee. B Te penkue Houw, npo-
BEJIEHHBIE IoMa, OHa rpe3usia 00 3Tom MoMeHTe. [Ipencrasisina,
KaK TOI0CKUT K HEMY, OOHMMET, OT CYACThsI TOJIBIOTCS CJIE3HI.
Ona Oymer pacckasbiBaTh €My O TOM, UTO MPOM3OIILIO B MUPE
3a BpeMs ero OTCYTCTBHUSI, CaMO COOOW MOKalyeTcsl, Kak ObLIo
cloxHO onHOU. OH, elle He HaOpaB CWJI, TIOJIOKUT € Ha TIe-
4O pyKy U ckaxeT: «Tol camas nyydmas!». Kak MHoro ajis Jlenst
ceiiyac 3HAYMJIM 3TU CJIoBa M3 ycT Makcuma. Pagu toro, 4toOst



CIIBIIIATD €r0 TOJIOC, BUJETh €r0, ObITh C HUM, OHA C/IETaeT MHO-
ro. Ecii Bpaun moTpeOyIoT elnie JeHer — oHa uX HaiaeT. TolbKo
nocjie Tparenuu JIeHa rno-HacTosimeMy MOHsUIa, HACKOJBKO JI0-
ouT Myxa.

VYMBIBIIUCH M OJEBIIINCH, OHA BbI3BasIa Takcu. Cepiaiie HacTOu-
YMBO TPeOOBAIO, YTOOBI OHA OTITPABUIIACH B OOJILHUILY.

Ha Bropoii neH» npeObiBaHuss MakcuMa B MeJlydpexICHUN
IJIaBBpay MpU3HAJ ero Oe3HaAeKHbIM U TIPEIOKUIT OTKIIOUUTD
anmapar UCKYCCTBEHHOM BEHTWISLIMU JIETKUX, HO JIeHa HaoTpe3
oTkazanack. OHO CJIOBO, ¥ OHA TOYHO OOJIbINIE HUKOT/A HE YBH-
JIUT €ro, a Tak HaAexJa. ..

[Morpe6oBanach GacHOCIOBHAsI CyMMa Ha cofepxaHue Mak-
CHMa B peaHMMalluy, C TeX MOp U Hayaliock... [Ipu nepBoii BO3-
MOXHOCTH OHA IIUIA K HEMY, MOAOJTY CHUJIENA PAAOM M paccKa-
3bIBaJIa, YTO MTPOU3O0IILIO, KAK CKYUYaeT, pacCKa3blBaja O IJIaHaX,
Meurax. MeacecTpbl KpyTW/IM MaJbLUEM y BHUCKA, MOJ, AEJaTh
HEYEro — CUJETh Y «PaCTEHUSI», MYKHUKOB, 4TO J11 Masio?! Jleso B
TOM, YTO IMpU NaJieHn MaKCcuM Tak CHUJIbHO yIApUIICS TOJIOBOU,
4yTO MO3r yMep. Teno nponomkano pyHKIIMOHUPOBATh, a TOJI0-
Ba...

Ho Jlena Bepuna. Bepuina Bceii aymoil. K tomy ke oHa crana
PEryJISIpHO MOCENIATh HEPKOBb Y MOJOITY MOJIUTHCA.

«bor He MoxkeT ObITh HACTOJIBKO HECHpPaBeJIUB, YTOOBI 3a-
OpaTh €JMHCTBEHHOT'O JOPOroro MHe 4eJioBeKa!» — qymalia oHa.

UYepes nsaTHaguarh MUHYT JleHa BblllIa U3 MOIbE3[a B MPO-
MO3IVIYIO POCTOBCKYI0 HOYb. Takcu oxuaano. JleHa ¢ HEHaBU-



CTBI0, KaK OOBIYHO, MPOIILIA 3JIOMOYYHYIO CTYTIEeHbKY. CKOJIBKO
OHa MpUHeCa e ropsi ¥ Oefl, omHOMY Bory u3BecTHo.

— Kyna egem? — cipocun 3acniaHHblil BOIUTENb, Korjaa Jlena
cesia B MalllMHY.

— BCMIL.

ABTOMOOWIH TpoHyJcs. JleHa morpy3uiach B Mbiciau. Tak-
CHCT, MaJICHbKMIA MY KMUOK KaBKa3CKOW HAITMOHATIbHOCTH, TOBO-
pUJI C HEH, CIIpalvBall, HO MAcCaKMpPKa He TPOPOHUJIIA HU CIIOBA,
Jla’ke HU pa3y He MOCMOTpesa B ero CTOPOHY.
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Houblo B peaHMMaIuio 0Ka3aaoch MOMNacThb eIle CIOKHEE, YeEM
aueM. Ecnu nHem JleHy Tyna myckasiu 3a BO3HarpaxJieHue, TO
HOYBIO JIEXKYPHBII HAOTPE3 OTKa3aJl B A0CTyIe. JIeHa ¥ mpocuia,
Y YMOJIsUIA, JaBajla JEHbI'M, HO Ha BCE OIUH OTBET:

— JleByika, Bbl, 4TO HE NMOHMMaeTe?! — rOBOPWJI CaHUTAp,
MY)XYMHA TTPUOTM3UTENIBHO COPOKA JIET, KPYITHOTO TEIOCIOXKe-
HMA. — 3anpelieHo MyCcKaTh B pEaHUMALUI0 TOCETUTEIIEN |

Jlena yxe coBceM oTyasiyiach, HO iomor ciyvaid. CaHuTap cu-
JeT 3a CTOJIOM B HeOosbInoi pekpearun. CieBa HaXOTWINChH
JBEPH, 32 KOTOPHIMU KOPUJIOP, TI0 00€ CTEHKU KOTOPOTO pacro-
Jlarajmcs nanatsl. B Tpersent cnesa siexan Makcum.

W3 xopumopa pasznascs mym. Ynaio uto-to 6ombiioe. Canu-
Tap C HOPA3UTENILHON JJOBKOCTBIO 0OOTHYJI CTON 1 roOesxkal. JleHa
pBaHyna 3a HUM. [[Bepell B masjarax HET, U CaHUTap, mpooderas,



3anisgapiBal B Kaxayl. OcTaHOBUJICA HAanmpoTvB nayiatel Mak-
cuma. Ckaszarb OCTaHOBWJICS, HE CKa3aTh HU4Yero. OH mpupoc K
nony. Korma non6esxkana JleHa, OH Bce Tak e CTOSUT U CMOTPET
BHYTPb KOMHAThIL. OT TOT0, YTO BHYTPH YBH/IEJIa OHA, U3 IJ1a3 MO-
JIWJIACH CJIE3BI.

Cnesbl pagocT.

bor ycapimain.

NHTepbep KOMHATBI COCTOSIT U3 KOMKM Ha KOJIECUKaX, arapa-
Ta UCKYCCTBEHHOW BEHTUJISILIUY JIETKUX, IOJICTABKU JIsI Kareyb-
HUII U €ILIE HECKOIBKUX HEMOHATHBIX YCTPOUCTB C MOHUTOPAMMU.
Ceiiuac nojcTaBKa ¢ KarneJibHUIIaMU Jieskasla Ha MojTy, a Ha KOu-
Ke, roJiblid, cuaes MakcuM. OH SIBHO He IIOHMMAJI, TJIe OKa3aJjics.
Korna B3msin cpokycupoBascs Ha JIlene, To nomneitaics BCTaTb,
HO cpazy ynaj Ha roJ1. JIeHa, mondexas, pyxHyJia Ha KOJICHH, TTbI-
TasiCh TIOMOYb, TOBOpHJIA OECCBSI3HBIE CJIOBA, OOIMBAJIACH Clle3a-
MU. MaKkcuM 4TO-TO cKa3a, Ho JIeHa HacTOIbKO OblIa pajia 3BY-
Ky JIIOOMMOTO T0JIOCa, YTO CMBIC]T He MOHs1Ia. MaKCHUM TTOBTOPHUT:

— [IpuHEecH MOJIMTBEHHHUK, — €T0 TOJIOC OBLT TUXUM, HO TaKOW
Cepbe3HOCTH B HEM JIeHa HUKora He Clblaia.

Canurap noaHsan Makcuma, Kak MyIHIMHKY. YJIOKUAJ HA KOW-
Ky. Cynpyr B 9TU MUHYTbI, KaK HUKTO APYrou, noxoau Ha Jla-
3aps. Myx rorMaJs pyKy JKEHBI.

— Joporasi, npuHecHu, NoXajlyicTa, MOJUTBEHHUK, — MTOBTO-
pwi1 MakcuM ¢ TOM ke MHTOHAIMEN, HO OKPEMIIIUM TOJIOCOM.



Ha ¢one ymossaroliero 3akaTHOro COJIHIIA JIeTeNl BEPTOJIET.
[Tong HUM TpocTUpAJICST OOMNBIION TOpPOJ, HABEPHO CJIMIIKOM
OOJIBILION 151 JOJITOro cyiiecTBoBaHus. CBET yXOIWI U3 HETo,
3a0upast TO, YTO CTPOMJIOCH BEKAMH, PaJIv Yero Mmorudau Jou,
KaXJIBIA U3 KOTOPHIX AyMaJl, YTO yMHpaeT BO OJaro. ..

Ha BocbMOM 3Taxe, B KBapTHpe, Iieé HU OCTaJOCh HHYEro,
KpOMe CKOpOM M CyMpaka, y OKHa, CTOsIa JIeByIlIKa. Bricokas,
C YEpHBIMH BOJIOCAMM HUJKE IUICU, C BEJIMKOJIETHON (pUrypoit —
MeyTa JTII000ro MyX4IrHbL. TOJIBKO MYKUMHBI €€ Terephb He UHTe-
pecoBaJIH.

HanpoTus joMa HaxoquIach ajuiest, e TYJsI0 MHOTO JTIO/IeH.
WpuHa HaOmoga a 3a MapodyKoM, UAylield B OOHMMKY, 3a TeM,
KaK OH MbITAJICS MIOKa3aTh ceOsl phlllapeM, BCE 3HAIOIIMM U yMe-
IOIIVM, 2 OHA CTapajiach U300pa3UTh caMylo OJIATOPOIHYIO JICBH-
1ry. Moxet, Hpa 310 nipraymania, a MOXeT, XOTeJia Tak IyMaTb,
BcriomuHas ceds u Carry. BeromuHana, Kak Takske ryssia v He
3alyMBIBAJIaCh, YTO KTO-TO CEMYAC YMHUPAET, y KOro-TO Tope, y
HEro ymep JIOOMMBIi TOMyraivuK, a y KOro-To yMeplia Math. ..

B nsTHaaUatTh {yMaeliib, 4YTO )KHU3Hb COCTOUT U3 OEJTBIX T0JIOC,
riepeMeKaeMbIX YEPHBIMH TOUYKAMH, C ITPUXOJOM COBEPIIIEHHO-
JIETHsI TIOHMMAEIIIb, YTO XKU3Hb COCTOUT M3 OJMHAKOBBIX IO Be-
JIMYMHE YEPHBIX U OeJIbIX MOJIOC, CTaB CTapille Ha JAECATOK JIET,
OCO3HAEIIb, YTO Y )KU3HH OJIMH LIBET — CEPBIH.



Wpa B nBaanath nsATh CMOIJa MeperT U 3TOT nopor. JKu3Hb,
YK€ HECKOJIBKO THEW, OHA BUJIEJIA YEPHOU, KaK KBajapar MajeBu-
ya. Hauyanace 3Ta icTOpUs JaBHO, B T€ BpEMEHA, KOT/1A KU3Hb Pa-
IyXHas, a Oyaylee npeKkpacHoe. 3aKOHUMIIACh CO CMEPThIO ue-
soeeka. JKennxa Npsl. Caiia 1 ero 1py3bs JETCTBA, IOB3POCIIEB,
NIPUIIUTM K BBIBOAY, UTO 3apadaThIBaTh AEHBI'M YECTHBIM TPYAOM
— mpuoputeT cnabakoB. MHOTO JieT fienia y HUX MU OTJIMYHO.
Wpa Bcerna 6ostnack 3a Carity, g0rajipiBanach, YT0 OJHAKBI [10-
cryuarcs u ckaxyT: «OH ymep». Ho Bcerna Hajieeniscst Ha JTyd-
1Iee, Ha TO, YTO 3TO OYyIeT C KeM YTofHO, HO He C TOOOU. YObIOT
mMoOOro APYroro, HO He MEHs, OT paKa JIETKUX YMPET APYroi, HO
He s1, IMPpO3 MeveHu OyJeT y cocena. ..

[MozaBuepa Upa y3nana o Tom, uto Camry yomu. Kak oere-
HyI0 co0aKy, 3acTpernn B niepeyike. s Upsl 310 crasno me-
PEIOMHBIM MOMEHTOM B ku3HH. OHa, KakK J1io0asi AeByIIIKa, BCe-
raa Medrana o mooBu. O Takoi MoOBU, PO KOTOPYIO MUIIYT B
KHMIKKAX, PO KOTOPYIO CHUMAIOT (puiibMbl U. .. OHa Haruia ye-
JIOBEKA, C KOTOPbIM MEUTajIa KUTh JO CTAPOCTH, PACTUTH JIETEH,
peliaTh NoCTymnakoIre MpooeMsbl, paJioBaThes M cMesThesl. Cua-
CTh€ 3aKOHYMJIOCh OMHOMOMEHTHO. YIIIO 0e3BO3BpPATHO, Aaxke
He ckazaB: «[Ipormaii».

«Ecimm u ects B MUpe clipaBeyIuBOCTb, — AyMaia Mpa. — To
y KOT'0-TO JIpyroro, Harpumep, y MOeu CECTpbI».

3a3BoHUI BHYTpeHHU TenedoH. Mpa, He Toponsich, Nojao-
1LJ1a U B3s1a TPYyOKYy.

— IIpuexano TakcH, — cKa3asia KOHChepKKa. — YTo-HUOYIb Te-



penarb?
— I[yckaii BoguTe b NOAHUMETCS M IOMOKET JIOHECTH BEILIN. . .
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Korga pomurenu Camm y3Hajlu O CMEpTH CblHA, TO He3a-
MEUTUTEIILHO MOIPOCUIIA HECOCTOSIBILLYIOCS] HEBECTKY IIOKUHYTh
kBapTupy. Mpa He nMena Ha Hee HMKaKuX IpaB, IO3TOMY Bpe-
MEHHO pelinia nepedparbes K CECTpe, YTOOb 3AKOHUYHTH JIea, a
3aTeM 00paTHO B oT4Mi 1oM. Tyna, re Tebe Bcerna pajbl, JIOOIT
Yl C HETEPIIEHUEM KAYT.

JIugr ne padoran. Takcuct nomor Upe, 3a oTebHYIO TUIATY,
MOJHATh CYMKM Ha BOCbMOM 3Tax. Mpa nopsakoM ycrana, CKa-
3bIBAJIACH MPUBBIYKA KYpUTh. OTABIIIABIIMCH U PACIIATUBIIMCDH
¢ BoputeneM, Mpa nozsonuna B aseps. CrycTst MUHYTY OTKPBUI
Myk cecTpbl — MakcuM. Ero HECKOJIBKO Helleb Ha3a/| BHIIUCAIN
n3 OobHMIIBL. Bu y HEero HeBaXHbINA, CHHSIKY TIOf TJIA3aMH, a
KOXa, Jake He OnieHast, a coBepIeHHo Oenast. YTo-To cTpaHHOe
3ameTnia Mpa B MakcrmMe, HEYJIOBUMBIE ABUKEHUSA U HUYETO HE
3Havalye cjaoBa, HO OHU He €ro, a OJIECK I71a3 MOXOAW Ha CBET
JBYX MasKOB B CaMyl0 TEMHYIO U3 HOYEH.

«Jla on B pyOamke poguics, — mogymaia Upa. — BepHyTbes
C TOTO CBETa HECKOJIBKO HeJlesIb Ha3a] U ObITh B OTHOCUTENILHO
XOPOLIEM CaMOYyBCTBUM».

[on, mpormenmmii nuist Jlenst B Mykax, comsui cectep. Mpuna
roMoraJa, YeM MorJia, TIOJoJry pasroBapuBana ¢ JleHou, yoex-



nasi, 9to Bce Oynmer xopoio, 1 Makcum BockpecHeT. Cama oHa
BEpWJIA B TAKyI0 yady C TPyAOM, a MO0 HOYaM, KOTJa psAAoM Je-
xkan Caina, uCKpeHHe xanena cectpy. Teneps xe. .. Mpe yxe Hu-
KTO MOMOYb He MOT. Pa3roBophl 1 yTtemieHus: Oecrione3Hsl, OHU
JIVIITh IPUIMHSIIOT O0JTh, YCUIIMBAs M TaK Oe3pa3MepHoe rope. 3a
T€ HECKOJIBKO HOUYEH, IPOBEIEHHBIX B ITyCTOM KpOBAaTH, HE COUTH
¢ yMa nomorJjio rmposujenue. Buavane Mpa 3agymanack o camo-
yOMIACTBe, Jake cTajla MPUAyMbIBaTh, KAKUM 00Pa30M ero Jiyy-
I1Ie OCYIIIECTBUTh — CIIPBITHYTh C OKHA, TOBECUTHCS, TMOO BKIIIO-
YUTh ra3 1 3a0bIThCSI. BapuaHT MOBECUTHCS UCKITIOUMIICS Cpasy,
a MeXy MpbIKKOM U ra3oM Mpa BHIOpath He ycrerna.

«boxe, o ueM s nymarw! — nogymana Mpa. — Kuzub npojgosn-
xaetcs. [Tyckaii oHa yxe HUKOra He OyneT Takou, Ho Cara Obl
TOYHO HE OI0OPHIT CaMOYOUICTBOY .

B Ty HOub OH el npucHWiICA. Mlpa mouTh HUYEro He 3arOMHU-
7a, KpoMe Toro, yto Caitia ObLT MOCTPUXKEH, XOTS BCETrAa HOCUIT
JUTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, BBIOPUT U OZIET B KOCTIOM C TrasicTykoM. Toraa
OH CKa3zaJi, utoObl Mipa He BOIHOBaJIach, y Hero Bce xoporiio. Mpa
TOYHO TIOMHMJIA — BO CHE ObLJIO MHOTO COOBITHM, OHa O MHOTOM
C HUAM pPa3roBapuBaa, HO, K COKaJIEHUI0, HUYETO B NaMSTH HE
3a[1epKaoch. DTa HOUYb [OMOIJIA )KUTh J1aJIbllIe, OHA TIOHsIa —
KU3Hb HE 3aKOHYWJIACH, & MEpEeIIa B JPYTyIo KOJIE0, KaK TpaM-
Ball CO CJIOMAHHBIMU TOPMO3aMHM, BOIUTEIb KOTOPOrO HE CMOT
NIEPEBECTH CTPEJIKY.

— Ilpuser, 3axomm, — ckazajl MakcuMm, IIUMpEe OTKPbIBas
nBepb. — Kak moopanacs?



MaxkcuM He oMOT BHECTH CYMKH, HO Mpa moHrmavia, 4To 11
HEro MPOCTO CTOATH CJIOXKHO, HE TOBOPSI O MOABEME TSKECTEH.
[om Ge3nericTBYS 1711 MBIIIIIT HE ITyTKa. B3sB CyMKHU — OHa BO-
nia. PazyBasich, He 3a0blj1a MOKaI0BaThCsl HA CJIOMaHHbINA JTUPT.

— OH yxe roxa He padoraet, — ckazas Makcum. — B HOub Tie-
pel MOMM MaJIEHUEM B HEM €XaJla COCEAKA C MATOro Taka, U Ha
TpeTbeM 00opBajics Tpoc. OHa OT/IeNnanach CIOMaHHOW PyKOH, a
JUPT HE NIEPEXUIT ITOTO MAAECHUS.

— Hackosnbko 51 3Hat0, TaMm YCTaHOBJIEHBI [TPYKUHBI, — OTBETUJIA
Upa.

— He 3Ha10, 4TO TaM yCTaHOBJIEHO, HO U3-3a CJIOMaHHOTO JIM(-
Ta MHE MPUXOJUTCA TYJATh Ha OasikoHe. Cuil ellie He XBaTaeT Ha
CIYCK U MOIbeM, — cKazal Makcum. — 3axoau, pacroyiaraics.
Jlena ckopo npuaer — yiuia B MarasuH. Thl U3BUHU, HO 51 IOWY,
MPUIATY.

— Jla, KoHe4HO! — MBBUHAOIIMMCS TOHOM cKazaia Upa. —
MoOXHO BOOUYKU ITOMUTH?

— He «m0%HO», a Hy)(HO, — MaKCUM CIIMILIKOM PE3KO pa3Bep-
HYJICsI, OTYEro MoTeMHeJIo B r1a3ax. He ynactb nmomorsia creHa.
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— YV Tebs1 MKOHBI Ha KakJIOM YIily, — cka3zasa HMpa.

Onu c JleHo¥i cuienu 3a KyXOHHBIM CTOJIOM. B KpyKKax /ipl-
MWJICA Yau, 32 OKHOM Y€pHEJIA 3UMHSS HOYb.

— 51 noMHI0, 4TO Thl MpUOOIIMIIAck K bory, Ho... — MpuHa na-



e He 3HaJjla, Kak Obl TAKTUYHEE 3aMETHUTh, YTO M300paKCHHM
CBSITHIX B KBapTUpe OOJIBIIIE, YEM B IIEPKBH.

— Bce ukonsl Beman MakcuMm, — otBetuiia Jlena. — He 3Haro,
YTO MPOU3OIILIO, HO Tak B bora He BepAT gaxe CIIyKUTeN ero.
OH TOJIBKO CKa3all, YTO BUJIEJ aJ] ¥ Terleph ClIeNaeT Bce, YTOObI
HE MONacTh TyJAa CHOBA.

— A oH pacckasbiBasi? — B3bIrpasio y Vipsl mpupoaHoe 1o60-
IIBITCTBO.

Ona ¢ gercrBa moOWIa MUCTUKY, YKAChl, TPHILIEPHl U BCe-
BO3MOJKHBIE CTpaiviky. HayuuBmucs uurars, Upa 3ane3na Ha
HECKOJIBKO CTYJIbEB, UyTh HE CBIMBIINCH, JOCTAIa KHUTY, paHee
BUJIeHHYI0 y oTua. Mipa mpocuia ero npovyectb XOTh UyTb-UyTb
U3 Hee, HO OTell Bceraa OTKa3biBal, oTBevas: « TeOe Heb3s un-
TaTh TaKWe KHUKKH, HOUBIO OylIeT CTpariHo» . [IoHsB, 9TO YnTaTh
el HUKTo He cooupaertcs, Mpa Hayumnack cama. M BOT, HakoHell,
KHUTa y Hee B pykax. Mpa 0 cux rmop nmomMHUJIA ee colepKaHue
¥ TakXe MOMHUJIA, YTO OTell OKaszaJics mpas. Mpa crana mioxo
crath M0 HOUaM, HO UTeHHe CTaslo HapkoTukoM. Korna poaurenu
OOHApPYKWJIM KHUTY. .. BOT 3T0 ObLTa B30yuKa!

— OH He pacckaszbiBail. Jlymaerib, MHe He uHtepecHo?! — Jle-
Ha BCTaJla 3aKPHITh IBEPU HA KYXHIO, YTOObI OyOHEHHEeM He Tpe-
BOXUTH cynpyra. — CKOJIbKO s1 He POCHJIa — OH OTBEYasl, YTO
CJIOBaMH HEBO3MOKHO OIUCATh YBUJEHHOE. MOXHO TOJBKO J10-
rajiblBaThCsl, YTO TO 32 MECTO, HO MakcuM Bce Bpemsl YMTaeT
onommo. [Toxo B 1IEpKOBb CTaJl €0 MEUTOM.

— Jlenka, ThI TyMaellb, OH IOOBIBAJI. .. B any? — Wpa naxke He



MBITAJIACH CKPBITh CKETICHC.

— [a, — TBepno ckazana Jlena. — 1o cran gpyrou yenosek. A
HE MOTY OITUCaTh, B YeM OTJIMYUS, HO. .. — OHA 3aMsJIach, MOJbIC-
KMBasi cioBa. — MoxeT, 51 OlMOach, HO y HEr0 YTO-TO C IJia-
3amu. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO Ha TeOs CMOTPUT BCEBUJSIIEE OKO.
Sl mymana, 3T0 mocieAcTBUS OOJNE3HU, HO TeNeph HE YBEpPEHHA.
OHHU CJIOBHO HE €roO. ..

HoroBoputs Jlena He cMoriia. Mpa 3a1MBHCTO pacxoxoTasach.
910 OBUIO TaK Ha HEEe HE MOX0Xke, 4To JleHa gaxe 3a0bu1a, O YeM
roBopwia. Berranmts u3 Mpsl yieioKky BOOOIIE-TO CIOXKHEE, YeM
PasroBOpUTH CTeHy. [laxke camble OpeoBble MBICIIA OHA BBICITY-
HIMBAJIA C CEPbE3HBIM JIMIIOM, YaCTO U CaMma BJIMBAsIChb B Pa3ro-
BOD.

— Jlenka, He Oy/ib IypOUKOIi! — OTCMESIBIINCH, CKa3aja CecTpa.

Ot 310ro Jlene cramo oougHo. EAMHCTBEHHBIN YEI0BEK, KO-
TOPOMY OHA JJOBEpsijia NOI0OHbIE MbIC/IN, OTKPOBEHHO MOTEIIAN-
cs1. PasroBapuBarh O0JIbIIIe HE XOTENIOCH.

[loxenas opyr Apyry COKOMHOM HOYM, OHM Pa3OILIMChH IO
komHartam. Mpa nonro He Morsia ycHyTh. IMEHHO B Ty HOUb y Hee
cTajia 3apOKAaThCsl YepHasi 3aBUCTb K CECTPE.
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MakcuM 4yBCTBOBAJL, YTO CITUT, HO NIEPE], INIA3aMU sApKas Kap-
THHKA, OYATO €My MOKa3bIBaJl KUHO.
JIBEpp XMKWHBI pacriaxHy/1ach U Ha TOJISHY, 3aJUTYIO MOMI-



HUMAIOIIMMCSI COJIHIIEM, BhIOekKaJla JIeBOYKa jiecAaTu Jjer. Tpasa
elle MOKpas, a B TEHU MTPOXJIAHO — MUP MPOCHINAICS, HAYMHAIT
MOJaBaTh MPU3HAKYU KU3HU.

— MaiiieHbKa, COJIHBIIIKO, — B IBEPSX MOSBUIACH Kaperia3asi
OnonnuHKa. — AKKyparHo Tam! He Bie3aii HM B Kakue MPUKJIIO-
YeHMsI, HU C KEM He XOIU H...

— la, mam. $1 momHIO, — Ha Oery oTBeTwa JeBovka. Yepes
MIHOBEHME OHa CKpbUIACh B yallle Jieca.

— BosBpamaiicsi 10 TeMHOTHI, — MaTh JaJia MOCJIEAHUN HaKa3
JIOYEPH, HO OTBETA Tak U He ycnblmaia. [TocToss eme HemHoro,
3alia B JIOM.

CgerT, MJI0X0 MPOOUBAIOIIUICSA CKBO3b KPOHBI, CO3/aBaJl BIle-
YaT/ieHWe TAMHCTBEHHOCTH. Maiiia mo0usia 310 BpeMs CyTOK, TOT
9ac, KOrjia MOXHO MPEJCTaBUTh, YTO W3-3a OJIMKAMIIero aepeBa
BBII/IET BOJIIIIEOHKMK U TIPEJIOKUT TIOKATaThCsl HA JIOMIAIN, WIN
BO3bMET B MyTENIeCTBUE MO JajieKuM cTpaHam. OHa mpejcTaB-
JIsi1a, 9TO OHU OYIYT JIETETh HaJ| 3eMJIeH, KaK MTHIIbI, & BHU3Y
oy OyTyT 3aHUMAaThCsl CBOMMU JielaMu. Betep, oOkuraronmii
JIMIIO, U OIIyIlIEHHUE TOoJIeTa — BOT OHAa, X0O3sIiiKa CBOOoOA.

BricTpee Mara He Oerajia HUKorja. XOpoImo 3HaKoMasi Tpo-
MUHKa Mpornyckaia ee. Mama ofena 104b B IPOCTEHBKOE I1J1a-
TBUIIE, KOTOPOE TOJ/I Ha3a/l CIIMjIa cama. Marma JiioOuia T 1Jia-
Th€, KaK U BCE TO, 4YTO jejiajia Mama. B 310 yTpo oHa cocrpsina-
Jia BKYCHbIE JIETICIIIKU Y HE MEHEE BKYCHBIN HAITMUTOK U3 MAJIUHBI.
BrIcTpo Mo3aBTpakas, AeBOYKa COOOIIHIIA MAaTEPU O CBOMX I1j1a-
Hax. Buss crpacTHbiii O5ieck B IJ1a3ax JOYEpH, MaTh JIaxKe He TTbI-



Tajach OCTAaBUTH €€ JIOMa, BBIMOJHATH KaKkylo-noo padory. Ona
HAapOYHO BEYEPOM pacCKazaja J0Yepr UCTOPHUIO. 3Hasl €€ HEeMo-
CE/JIMBBIN XapaKTep, AOraJplBajlach, 4To Maia yiaer u3 joma
HU CBET HM 3apsl. Tak ¥ Noxy4duioch.

Jlo nepeBHM, KyJa CIIEMIWIIA IEBOYKA, OCTAJIOCh HEMHOTO. [1o-
CIJIeTHIe METPBHI 110 Jiecy Marma npo0Oeskaiia ¢ yIBOEHHON CKOpPO-
CThIO. [lepeBbsi paccTymUiIMCh, U OHAa OKa3ajach Ha rorocre. B
HECKOJIBKMX METpax OT TOrO MecTa, rjie Beioekana Maima, cTos-
JI1 M MOJTWJTMCH JiBe cTapyxu. CBouM mosiBjieHrneM Mariia ux uc-
nyraia. Ta, KoTopas nocrapuie, 1axe BCKPUKHY/IA. 3aTeM Ipo-
Jierneranga CTapbiM, OXOKUM Ha MPEACMEPTHBI KPUK BOPOHBI,
rosiocoM: «boxe cracu v coxpaHu».

Marp Hukorga He yuwia Maiiry MmosimteaM, a Ha Bonpoc «I1o-
yeMy?» Bcerja otBedana: «Tebe 3To He HyKHO».

«He HyXHO — Tak He HYKHO», — Tymasia Maiiia.

Martb-To Jiydllie 3HaerT.

Korpa crapymiku onpaBuimch OT vciyra, Marma yxe Obuia na-
JIEKO, HO BCE-TaKM yCJIbIIIAJIa UX CJIOBA.

— OnsTh 3Ty HEUUCTYIO TPUHECTIO, — CKa3ajla cTapyxa C Kap-
Kaiolum rojsiocoM. — He cunutcs et B cBoem siecy! beraer yep-
HUTH cepaue HarampuHoro MBamku, a Ta Toke «yMHasi», HE BU-
IIAT, C KeEM oOIaercs celH?!

Maiiy Bcerjaa yauBIsijio, OYeMy JIIOU TaK TOBOPSAT, U OJHA-
KJIbl OHA CITPOCKIa 00 STOM Marth.

— IloHnmaens, 104eHbKa, — TOBOPWJIA Mama, nocagus Maiiry
Ha KoJieHU. — JItonu odeHs 3i1ble. CTaHellb cTapiie — MoMMelllb. —



Maitia eACTBUTENBLHO MOHIIA, HO NO34HO. — T0, YEro OHU HE 10-
HUMAIOT, MIPUIIUCHIBAIOT JbSIBONY, XOTs MO-HACTOSAIEMY, MPE/-
TIOJIOKKM, 3TO JieslaeT Tpupoja. S Korga-to HeoOayMaHHO CO-
BepIIIIa MOCTYMOK, 32 KOTOPbIN Terepb pacijiauuBaloCh U3rHa-
HUeM. fl oueHb cTapaioch, 9TOOBI K TeOe JTOIU OTHOCUIIUCH Y-
1ie, a TO, YTO TaM rOBOPAT — MyCKau ropopsT. Jlonu Beerna ro-
BOPAT, BCEr/la HA KOTO-TO KJIEBEIIYT M MpUAyMbIBalOT. MIHOrIA
CTOJIKO MHOTO TIpo ceOsl y3Haelllb HOBOTO. . .

Howm, rne xun Bans, Tpetuii cnea. Maia yxe noaxoauna,
KOTJa YBHJIENIA HEBJAJIEKE JIe:KaBIIEro Ha 3emuie KoteHka. Cyns
10 BCEMY, €ro Iepeexasa TeJlera, nocje 4ero OTHSUTUCh 3a/IHUe
nanku. Korga Maria nojonuia K KOTEHKY, OH MOJIHSUT TOJIOBY U
TIOTBITAJICS BCTaTh. DTO MOIJIO BBINJISETh CMEIITHO, HE OY/Ib JKe-
CTOKOU ITPABJION.

— beHeHbKUH, — OMYCTUBIIKCH HA KOJIEHH, CKazasia Maina. —
Kakoii yeoBek Mor Tak ¢ TOOOW MOCTYITUTh?

Maima xoTesa B3Th €ro Ha pyKH, YTOOBI OTHECTH JJOMOM, Ha-
MOUTh MOJIOUKOM, TIPUJIACKATh M TIOIAPUTH JIIOOOBB, HO OTKY/a
HU BO3bMHUChH, MOSIBUIACh CTapyXa, 3aKpUYaBIlasi Tak IPOMKO,
YTO MOIJIU YC/IBIIIATh B COCEHEM CeJie.

— Oroiiau oT Hero oTpoabe! — oHa cemeHusa K Maitie u pas-
MaxuBaJia KJIIOKOW, OyATO HaXOQWJIach B CAMOM IIEHTPE Cpake-
HUd. — Yto TH genaems?! Ilomnuia Bon!

— 41 Bcero numip XoTejaa MOMOYb, — IOIBLITAJIACh OOBICHUTD
Maiua, Ho cTapyxa elie rpomye 3akpuyaia «Oroiau!» u Kunyna
naiky. [Taynka, He JoeTeB COBCEM HEMHOIO, YIAPUIACh O 3EMJII0



Y, OTCKOYMB, TOTAJIa HAOAIAIIIHUKOM KOTEHKY B TOJIOBY.

—IHocmoTpu, 4To THI HaJIENIANa, BeAbMa MpokKJiATas! — He yHu-
MaJjach ctapyxa, OyATo He cama Kujaja KJIoKY.

[loH#B, 4TO TENeph KOTEHOK TOYHO yMpeT, Maila nocrnemnmsia
YKPBITbCSA BO ABOpe y BaHu.

— 4 moroBopio ¢ BaHEKMHBIM OTIIOM, YTOOBI OH HE pa3periat
TeOe 0OIIaThCs C ero CHIHOM, — KPUKHYJIA BCJIE CTapyXa.

Oxkazasiuch Bo 1Bope, Mama yBuena, uto Bans yxe 1aBHO
CTOMT, XKJET ee MPUXo/a.

— 51 Gotock 3Ty cTapyxy, — epBoe, 4to ckasau oH. — OHa Oe-
nieHHas. Marb MHe pacckasbiBajia, 4To KOIjia OHa Obljla MOJIO-
Jasi, To yousa ByX CBOUX MyXkel, TPOCTO 3a TO, YTO OHU €l Ha-
noemu. C Tex Top y Hee He ObLIO CEMbH.

OnuHHagaTIIeTHUN BaHs ObIT HU3KOTO POCTa, HO KPETKO-
r0 TeJOC/IO)KeHUs1. [IJIMHHBIE pychle BOJIOCH BCETrJa 3a4eChiBAIT
Ha3ad. OH eIMHCTBEHHbI MaJbUUK U3 JE€PEBHU, APYKUBIIUHU C
Mainie#, ocTajbHBIM POAMTEIN 3alpeliaiy ¢ Held 00IIaThCs.

— JlaBaii cxomuMm B OOHO MecTo, — Mamma yxe 3a0buia mpo
cTapyxy. — MHe Marh BUepa pacckaszaia npo ckJjen. bosbion
ckJjen. Enie oHa ckazana, 4yTo Korma cama Xoauja TyAa MaJieHb-
Kas, TO BUjesa npuBUaeHre. Eciiu Mbl ceiiuac BeIlieM, TO K 00e-
Ny JOMJEM, a TaM aKKypaT yCreeM K yKUHY.

Maina Tak kajaoCTIMBO CMOTpesia Ha BaHio, 4TO OH HE CMOT
OTKa3aTb, HO OKOHYATEJIbHBII OTBET JACT MarTb.

— Sl moiiny, cpoiily y Mambl, — cka3ai BaHsi, pasBopaunBasich
K 1omMy. — Eciii OHa pa3pemmr, TO MOUIEM. . .



— Croi, croit! He cripammBail — oHa He paspemut. Ckaxu,
YTO MPOCTO MOUIEIIIb, MOTYJIsellb, HE TOBOPU Kyaa.
—Ho...

— Tol yBepeHa, uTo TaM He onacHo? — BaHs yxe ObUT HE paj
TOMYy, 4TO momen. OH ycTan u cOMI HOTH, NepeOupasch yepes
py4ey 10 OCTPBIM KaMHSIM.

— Cam nosiyMaif, 4To MOXKeET OBbITh OIACHOTO B CTApPOM M 3a-
OporieHHOM ckJlenie? — Maliia HU KaresibKy He ycTauia, B ee IJ1a-
3ax TOpeJl OrOHb, KOTOPBI MOT 00Xedb JII0OO0ro, KTO CTaHEeT Ha
nytd. — Mnu tel cTpycun?

— Her, uyto th1?! Kak 51 Mory cTpycuth?! — Maina 3aaena Banio
3a kuBoe. OH OOsIICs, U IPUYEM CUJIbHO, HO TIOKa3aTh CTpax He
Mor. — $I TpOCTO cTaparoch y3HaTh MOOOJIBIIE O TOM MecTe, Ky/ia
uay.

— Korga-to naBHO, BO BpemMeHa MOJIOIOCTH Moei 6adyry,
31ech HeJaJieKo cTosiia ycanp6a. He 3Hato mouemy, HO OHa Cro-
pena co BceMu oOuTaTeIsiMU. POJICTBEHHUKOB HE OCTAJIOCh, U C
TeX MOp 9TH MecTa 3a0pOIIeHbl. A CKJIET 3TOr0 poAa — Hy KOMY
oH HyXeH? CTOUT U MYCTh CTOUT, €CTh K€ HE MPOCHUT.

— A BOpBI ¥ BCSIKME pa30OMHUKU? — He yHUMaics Baus.

— OTTyaa BeIHECTH BCE LIEHHOE ellle 0 POXKICHHUSI HAIITNX PO-
autenier. — Mama pe3ko OCTaHOBWJIach. YKa3zaB PyKOM, CKaza-
na. — [Tocmotpu, BOT OH!



[Tpurnapesmucy, Bans paznuuwi, 4To nepes HUMHU, MEXIY
JEPEBLEB, B 36MJIE M PACTEHUSAX, CIIPATAJICA CKJIEI, a HE XOJIM,
KaK NOAyMaJl B IIEPBBIM pa3, IOCMOTPEB B 3Ty cTopoHy. Hepos-
MOXHO OIPEAEIUTh Pa3Mephbl CKJIENA M3-3a T'YCTO pa3pOCIIEN-
cs pactutenbHoCTU. EfiBa pazinnunmas kaMeHHast ABEpb, BbIIIISA-
JeBIIAasA TSKEION, IPUOTKPBITA, ABJIAS MUPY CyMpaK M 3aTX-
soctb. CunibHee packpelTh ee y Maim 1 Banu He nosy4ymiocs,
CKOJIBKO YCWJIMM OHU HY NPUJIaraju.

— INombITaemcst MPOTUCHYThCA Tak, — CKazajna Maia u 6e3
0co00ro Tpyna CKOJIb3HY/IA BHYTPh. Y BaHu 3TOT mporiecc mpo-
111eJ1 HE TaK JIerko. BHayase oH Jymas, 4To U BOBCE HE ITPOJIE3eT,
4yeMy ObUI HECKA3aHHO paj, HO, MOCTAapaBIIUCh, BCE-TaKH IPO-
TucHYJIcA. [IyTh cBETy neperopaxuBaiv KPOHbI JEPEBBEB U I10-
YTH 3aKPBITAsl IBEPb, OTTOTO BHYTPY HE BUHO POBHBIM CUETOM
HUYEro. 3acTOABIIMKCS BO3/1yX HEMPUATHO NMPOKPAAbIBAICA B
nerkue. Iaxiio muieceHplo, 3aTXJI0CTBIO. BuTan eqsa yjnoBUMBbINA
THWJIOCTHBIN AyX. JJocTaB n3 KapMaHa YKpaJIeHHOE y OTLa OTHU-
BO, BaHs nomxer (pakes, Takxke yKpaJeHHbIM U3 OTLIOBCKOI'O Ca-
pas.

«BoTt MHe tocTaHeTcs, Korjga oTel 3aMeTUT [» — 3aro3aJ1o no-
JyMaJl MaJIbUUK.

Pasropesmmiics (pakes OCBETAJI paCKONOBIIHAECA OT BPEMEHU
cryneHy. Ha caMmom Kpaio OCBEILIEHHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA JIECTHU-
11a 3aKaH4YMBAJIACh, U HAYMHAJICA I10J1, BbUIOKEHHBIN KAMEHHBIMU
IUIMTaMU. Y OKOHYAHMS JIECTHULIBI BUAHENCS CTHUBLIMI Aepe-
BSAHHBIA KOCSIK, @ OT CaMOM JIBEpY HUYETO He OcTajock. Maia



NIepBOY NOILIa BHU3, CJIEJOM, HEPELUIUTENBHO, IBUHYJICS Bans.

CryCTMBIIMCB TIO JIECTHULIE, JETA OKA3aJIMCh B ITPOAOJTOBA-
TOW KOMHaTe, TJie BJOJb CTE€H CTOsUTM KaMeHHble TpoObl. Beero
OKoOJIO JecATKa. JIBa nocieaHux — Oe3 Kpbllek. BooOpaxeHue
Banu yciryxJ1MBO HapyCOBAJIO MOJHUMAIOIINXCS OTTYIa MEPTBE-
LIOB B OCTaTKax MsCa U OCKIbI.

W3 meicnen Banio BeIpBa rojoc Maiiy, CIIMIIIKOM CEpbEe3HBIN
¥ 33/lyMUUBBIN [UIS €€ BO3PACTA.

— Ilouemy 37€Ch CTOJIBKO JOXJIBIX KPbIC? — TaKUM TOHOM
00BIYHO TOBOpWJIAa MaTh Banw, cripammBas y otia: «[louemy B
XJIEBE BOHSET CAMOTOHOM 7».

[locmotpeB Ha 1os, Bana mouyBCTBOBAJI, Kak B Ipydu 3a-
LIEBEJIWJIOCh HEYTO XOJIOAHOE. KpBICMHBIX OCTaHKOB U BIIPABLY
MHOroBato. OT HEKOTOPBIX XKMBOTHBIX OCTAJIVCh JIMIIb KOCTH,
Jpyrue THWIU, TPETbU HEJABHO yMEpJIN.

B KkoHIle KOMHATBI, KaK pa3 y pacKphbITbIX rpoOOB, B HescC-
HOM cBeTe (pakesia MOKa3ajaoch JBUKEHUE. BaHa He 3Hau, rae
0Ka3aJI0Ch €T0 CepALe, HO 1aXe B MATKAX OHO HE 3a/1€PKaJIOCh.
[Monuse aken Haj coOol, Bans yBuaen Kpeicy, CUAEBUIYIO HA
Kpaio capkodara. BycuHKY 4epHbIX IIa3 BHUMATEJIBHO CIIEANIIN
3a HenmpoueHsIMH rocTsiMu. 1llepcTs y )KMBOTHOrO Mectamu 00-
JIe371a, OTYEro BUIL Y KPBICHI ObLT KYTKHUH.

Bans Bceu AyIioun XxoTesn yuTy OTcoja, HO YTO-TO OCTaHABJIM-
BaJIO.

«ITO He KOHell» — OECIPECTaHHO BEPTENIOCh B TOJIOBE.

['ma3za XMBOTHOrO 3aKaTUJIMCh, U OHO CBAJIAJIOCH HA IOJ.



Baus He cuntain ceOs1 HU TPyCOM, HU T€pOeM, HO KOT/ia B Tpo-
OOBO TUIIIMHE pa3/iAJICs 3ByK MOXOKHUI HA CTOH TSIKETI00O0TbHO-
ro, oH Opocul (pakes ¥ moMyascs HaBepX. ..

% %k ok

MakcuM BCKOUYMJI C KpOBaTH, OyTO U3 HEE BMUT BbLIE3JH Thl-
csAun urosok. CtoH o cux nop 3Byvai B ymax. Cepate He BbI-
JepzKaJlo TAKOro CKavka. B riasax moreMHeso, 1 OH ynaJ Ha IOJI.
Cnenom 3a MakcuMoM, He MeHee ITPOBOPHO, Bckouma Jlena. B
NIOCJIEIHUM MUT CyIIpyra ycIiesla MOACTaBUTh PYKY IOJ T'OJIOBY
MyXa, YTOOBl OH CHOBAa HE yIApWJICsS 3aThUIKOM O moj. Bpaun
CTPOrO-HACTPOTO 3aMPETUIN JIIOObIE yIapHl.
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