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ITO TEMHOE U OYEHb JIMYHOE MPUKJTIOYEHUE, KOTOPOe TIOTPY3UT Bac B CTPAHHBIN
U TATYYUI, HA HA YTO HE TIOXOKHUH, HO B TO K€ caMoe BpeMsl TAKOW 3HAKOMBIN
MUP, 0OOBOJIAKUBAIOIIVIA, CJIOBHO TETLIOE ONESI0, U 3a0UPAIOIIUI y BaC YaCTHUILY
3a YaCTHIIEH, TIOrpyKast pa3yM UuTaTesIsl B BA3KYIO TEMHYIO Kallly U3 KPOBH,
cocTpajiaHus U 0e3yMCTBa, TPEOYOINI 0cOO0ro BHUMAaHMS K pa3BUBAIOIIMMCS B
HeM cOOBITHSIM. 3aMOK 3a0upaeT ceOe BCe HOBBIE KEPTBBI, MbITASICh HAOUTh UMU
CBOE HEHACBITHOE YPEBO. YIACTCS JIU eMy CIIOMUTh IJIABHOTO Teposi, WA OH BCe-
TaK¥ BBI/IET MOOEIMTEIeM U3 STOW HEPAaBHOUM CXBATKU?
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I'maBa 1

Ha temHoi nosepxHoct Bozipl [lepBo3aanus, CIOBHO 4ykepOAHBIN HAPOCT Ha TeJie BEJIUCTO-
rpa, BBIPOC OrpOMHBIN ITy3bIpb. Hactasno Bpems poxnenus yyga. IOns1 Pepu cmotpen ogauMm mia-
30M U3 My3bIPsl HA ITPEACTAIOIIMI lepel HUM MUp. Ero B3risaj TAHyINCS K €AMHCTBEHHOMY UCTOYHUKY
CBETa, KOTOPbIY TJIEJ B 9TOM XOJIOAHOM M TEMHOM MoA3eMebe — (hakesy, KOTOPBIH 3akIiia cTapyxa
['mcMeHuT B HaJiekie, 4TO OH MOMOKET HallTu [lepBOpOXA€HHOMY Iy Thb U HE ACT CTUHYTh B TEMHBIX
nmy4rHax onacHeIXx Boz. Ho 3Toro masieHbKoro oronbka XBaTwJIo JUIst TOro, YTOOBI B Iy3bIpe BO3HUKJIIO
newxenue. ['pynHas kinerka Pepu Hayasa mocTeneHHo pUTMIYHO IOJHUMAThBCS U OITycKaThesl. ['yOb
3aI1IeBEJININCh, IPOU3HOCS KaKUe-TO TAMHCTBEHHBIE CJIoBa. [l0 CHX MOp HMKOMY HE U3BECTHO, YTO
3a cyioBa NpousHocAT [lepBopoxkaeHHbIe, MOSABIAACH HAa CBET. DTa 3arajka YXOIUT BITyOb BEKOB.
ITo nosepsio Hapona CuHepru, B Hauasle BpeMeH LMKJIa [lepepoknennsa Ha MIagkoi MOBEPXHOCTH
OECKOHEYHOr0 YepHOro M IyCTOro KocMoca oopaszoBajachk Karuisl. Karuist Bosisl, KOTOpylo BHOCTE/-
cTBUM Hapekm Bonoit Muposnanus. OHa OimyskJana B KOCMOCE THICSYM [IUKJIOB, TIOKA HE JOCTUTIA
yeproroB BeyHocTU. [loxuparens Mupos Humi ¢ yauieHreM oOHapykuJl, 4TO HE BCE, C YeEM OH
OopoJics MULIMApAbl LUKJIOB, YHUUTO)eHO. OcTanach 3Ta €JUHCTBEHHAs Kallls, KoTopas rnocMmea
OpOCUTB BBI30B U HAPYILIUTH €ro TIOKOil. B GemmeHoi sspocty OH OpOCHIICS Ha HAPYIIHMTEIbHUILY CBO-
€ro CIOKOMCTBUS, MBITAsICh pa30pBaTh €€ Ha aTOMBI, @ aTOMBI ITPEBPATUTH B COK, KOTOPHIN TaKk HEOO-
XOMM eMy JIsl OJTOro U KPEIKOro cHa. Pa3orHaBImck 10 HEBEPOATHOW cKOpocTH, HuMIm OTKphLt
[IacTh ¥ MPONIOTHII Karuno. OIHAKO TOT, KTO PaHbIlEe OOHUM JABUKEHUEM YHUUTOXKAJ LIEJIbIE MUPHI U
raJIaKTUKH, HE CMOT C/e/aTh HUYEero MpOTHUB OHOK-eIMHCTBEHHOI MaJleHbKOM Karum. 160 HaricaHo
Ha BEYHbIX CKpUKaJAX BpeMeHu: «M TbMma mportotut cBetT. Ho HeT B MMpO3JaHuM Takoro 3aKoHa,
KOTOPBII NO3BOJIMJI OB CYILIECTBOBATh STUM JIBYM ITPOTUBOIIONOKHOCTAM OfIHO Oe3 gpyroro». Hum,
OCJICTUICHHBIN KaX /101 PeBpalleH:st MUpPa B IYCTOTY paJy COOCTBEHHOTO HUYEM He PyLIMMOrO CHa,
JaBHO yXe 3a0bLT STOT HEMOKOJIEOMMBIN 3aKOH, 32 YTO U Moruiatuics. [loxuparens MUPOB B TOT ke
4yac ymep, OCTaBUB CBOE TeJIO, MO/IBEPKEHHOE KOCMUYECKUM BETpaM, Apei(poBaTh THICSYM LIMKJIOB B
nycrote. M BOT, cilycTsi MHOI'O BpeMeHH, MEPTBOE TeJIO MOCTENIEHHO Havaslo pas3jaratbcs. MUUTMOH
I71a3 BBINAIM U3 TJIa3HUII, 00pa30oBaB sipa MUpPoB. Kakue-T1o U3 HUX cenaanch OOMTaeMbIMu, Ipy-
rve craau O0e3KM3HEHHbIMHU U MycThIHHBIMU. HO B Tex Mupax, rae BosHukia Bona [lepBo3nanus,
00s13aTeNbHO TOSIBIISIACH XKU3Hb U TpH pokaeHnn [lepBopoxieHHbIX B OeckoHeuHbIil Kocmoc yxo-
JWJIU CJIOBA, IIPOU3HECEHHBIE UMU B IIEPBbIE MUHYTHI ITOSIBJIEHUS HA CBET. DTH CJIOBA OTIIEYAThIBA-
nuck B 6ombinoit Knure JKusHu, pacrionokeHHOH B CKPBITOW OT IJIa3 BCeX CMepTHBIX bubmmoreke
Mupos. Tak roBopAr siereHasl Hapoga CUHEpPru, KOTOpBIE KUBYT YK€ LIETYI0 BEUHOCTb B JIEASAHBIX
ropax Diurap.

FOnwIit Pepy, cnenas 3anuck 0 cBoeM poxaeHny B 6onbimoit Knure KusHu, peri, 4ro, HaBep-
HOE, YK€ XBaTUT CUJIETh B 3TOM YIOTHOM M Oe3omacHoM Mecte. Pakesl Ha CTeHe yracajl, BpeMeHU Ha
pa3MBIIIUIEHUS yKe He ocTaBasiock. HyxHo Obuto AefictBoBaTh. OH Hayasl yCHJIEHHO TPBI3Th OCTPHIMU
3y0amu 000JIOUKY My3bIPs, IBITASICh TPOJIEIIaTh B HEH JOCTATOUHO OOJIBIIOE OTBEPCTHE, YTOOBI MOKHO
OBUIO BBIOPATHCS HAPYXKY. DTO AEHCTBUE MOTPEOOBAIO OOJBIINX YCHIIMIA C €0 CTOPOHBL. 3yOhl yKe
Havam OoNeTh, a BO PTy 00pa3oBaiach CKJIM3Kasi MPOTHUBHAS Macca, KOTOPYIO IPUXOAMIOCH MOCTO-
SIHHO cIuieBbIBaTh. HykHo ObuTO TOpOnuThCs. HakoHer, emy ynanock mpoyenaTsh HeOOobIoe OTBep-
CTHe, B KOTOpPOE TYT e XJIbIHY1a Bojia. OH BLENWICS B 000IOYKY pyKaMy M U30 BCEX CHJI TIOTSTHY.T
B CTOPOHBI, OTYErO B TY K€ CEKYHIy BbIMajl W3 My3blps B TeMHble Boapl IlepBo3ganus. Manpuuk
MONBITAJICS] MHCTUHKTUBHO CHEJaTh BJOX, HO, K CBOEMY YKacy, OCO3HaJl, YTO JIbIIATh 110J BOJOH OH
HE MOXeT. B royioBe y Hero 4ro-To CHJIHO 3aITyJIbCUPOBAJIO, TIPUUYMHSISL OOJIb, JIETKUE HATIOIHUINCH
BOJIO, U OH KaMHEM HayaJjl Iorpyxarbcsi Ha aHo. [locteneHHo cBeT (pakena yxoaus Bce JaJiblie U
naneie ot Hero. He ycnen IOnb1il Pepu pomutses, kak Boga Ilepo3nanus 3a0upana ero k cede
cJIoBHO Tpodpeid, ee TpruyM@ B aToM Mupe. OHa 3abupaiia cede camoe COBepILIeHHOE CMEPTHOE CyIIie-
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CTBO, KOrja-JmOo mpousBeeHHOe Ha Oenblii cBeT. Ho 3aiymMaHHOMY He CYKAEHO ObLJIO TaK CKOPO
CBEpIIMUTHLCS. B 3TOM BHOBb pOXKIEHHOM C1a00OM TeJie 3aropesiach UCKpa KU3HHU, KOTOpas Jaja eMy
BTOpoe apixanue. OHbI Pepu chenman peIBOK K IOBEPXHOCTH, TIOTOM elrie oauH. OcTaBasioch BCEro
Huyero. OHAKO, 3TO OKA3aJI0Ch HEMOCWJIbHOM 3aaueit it [lepBoposkieHHOrO.

BHu3y, B TeMHBIX BOIaX ye 3allleBEeJIWIMCh HU3IJIOTH B MPEIBKYIICHUU CHITHOW TpPArie3bl.
[IuK1amMy OHU JIeKald HEeNOIBMKHO, 3allyTaBIIMCh B OAMH OONBINON y3ea. M BOT HacTalm MOMEHT,
KOTrJa OHU, YBHJIEB OECIIOMOIIIHOTO MaJbuMKa, MIYIIEro KO THY, MOCTENEHHO CTaJN PacIlyThIBATh
KJIyOOK U3 Tes1. OHM B HEeTepIIeHUH TEPITUCH IPYT O IPYKKY, IPOMU3BO/ISI TEM CaMbIM JTIOMUHECIICHTHOE
ceeyenre. He ObUIO CMBICTTA TUTBITH 32 HUM CeYac U TPAaTUTh IPAroOLEHHYI0 SHEPruio, KOTopast Tak
HeoOxomma 1J1s1 IPOJICHUs CYILIECTBOBAHUS M BOCIIPOM3BENIeHUsI Oyaymiero noromcraa. Keprsa
cama CITyCTUTCS K HUM, TIPSMUKOM B macTh. Ho Ta He cniemnmia Ha nupinectBo. FOHbI Pepu ¢ 60mb-
UM ycepayeM Iped HoraMu U pyKamH, CTpeMsich Bee Bblie. M BOT, Korja 10 MOBEpXHOCTH OCTaJIOCh
BCEro HUYEro, OH Ha CEKYH/Y JIOMYCTHJI, 4TO OOpOThCsi OeccMbicienHo. Ero poxkaenue. OH co3nan
OBLT TOJILKO )11 TOTO, YTOOBI HAKOPMUTH HEHACBITHBIX HU3IJIOTOB. DTOM CEKyHIbI OTYASTHUSI XBATHJIO,
YTOOBI PYKH OITYCTHJIMCh, M OH HayaJl BHOBb JBVIKEHUE BHU3, BO3BpAIAsCh HA HO. B Ty cekyHmy,
KOTJ1a, Ka3aJloch, YK€ Bce KOHUEHO, B BOY HBIPHYJIA Ubs-TO KOCT/IsIBasi pyKa. OHa Halyrnaa BOJIOCHI
[epBOPOXAEHHOTO, KPEMKO CKajla MX W MOTAIIMIIA MPSIMHUKOM K TIOBEPXHOCTH.

U BoT, mocie Bcex yCHIIUH 1O criaceHio U3 TeMHBbIX Bog Mupo3nanust, IpeAnprUHATHIX Hen3-
BecTHbIM, FOHBII Pepr 1mon3 1o xooaHol KaMeHHOM MOBEPXHOCTH KaTaKOMO, ThIYach B CTEHBI, KaK
caeroi KpamreH. V3 Jierkux yxke BbITEKJIa BCS BOJA, HO PBOTHBIA peduiekc Mmo-mpexHeMy BO3HH-
KaJI, Kak OyATo TpeOOBaJ BHIHECTH BMECTE C OCTABIIUMMCS KAIlISIMK BOJIBI BCE BHYTPEHHOCTH. CHJIBI
MOKUAATIM U3MyYEHHOE Tesio, U Pepr HUYero He OCTaBasloCh, Kak Jiedb HA KAMEHHOM IOy U YWUTH
B TIOJTHOE 320bITheE.

Manburka pa3Oyaui yM, KOTOPBIHA, KaK 0Ka3aJjioch, MPOM3BOAMIIA CTapyXa, OAeTasl B JIOXMO-
Thsl. CrOpOMBIIMCH, OHA CTapaTeIbHO pazkKuraia KocTep, IpU 3TOM H3/1aBasi JOBOJIBHBIE KPSIKAIo-
e 3ByKH. [1epBOpoXIeHHBIN MPUTIOAHSICS, C UHTEpPecoM Haloas 3a mpoucxonsmumM. Hakowrerr,
KOTJa Iuiamsi KOCTpa 3aurpajio BCeMU KpacKaMH, cTapyxa Ipucesia U MPOTSIHY/IA KOCTISIBbIE PyKH
K orHio. Ha e 3acthuto OnakeHHOE BBIpAKEHUE CUacThsl M yAOBJIeTBOpeHus. CITyCTss HEKOTOpOe
BpeMsi OHa oOpaTuiia BHUMaHue, uto KOHBII Pepu yxe mpocHyJICS 1 HaOMOIaeT 3a KaKAbIM ee ITIaroM.
Crapyxa ycMexHyJIach U cKazasia Jpede3kalium rojiocom:

— Hy, ¢ no6pbim yrpom, FOusiit Pepu. Kak te6e cianoch?

OH Mosya MpojosiKal CMOTPETh Ha Hee.

— Hy uto 161 Moumnmib? TBOI SI3BIK ycrenu OTKYCUTh HU3MIOTH? JlaBail, BKJIIOUail peueBou
armapar. Tsl BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOEH MPOU3BOIUTS T K€ 3BYKH, UTO U s M IIPEKPACHO NIOHUMAETIh BCE, UTO
sl TOBOPIO TeOe, — OHa MOA0POCHIIA ellle JPOB B KOCTEP, OTUYEro OH BCIIBIXHYJI, M HA CTeHax 3a0erasm,
MOYTH KaK JKMBbBIE, TEHU, 3aCTABUB BBIATHU U3 orerieHeHust KOHoro Pepu.

— Crapyxa, KTO Thl, ¥ IOYEMY Criacjia MeHsi? — HaKOHell IIPOU3HEC OH.

Ta ycmexnysach 1 norposuia Pepu nassnem:

— A THI IYTHUK, KaK 5 Torisiky. Kakas s Tebe crapyxa? — oHa 3acMesiyiach JIpeOe3Kalimm
T'OJIOCOM.

I'pomMKOe 9X0 MPOHECIOCH MO KaTaKoMOaM, CJIOBHO BETep, HApYIIMB JPEBHIOK THILNHY, OOUTa-
IOUIYIO B 9TUX KOPUAOpax. 3ByK ObUT HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHBIM, UTO OT HETO MOCJIe JOJITOro CHA IPOCHYJICS
MECMUJIBIHP.

— Moe nms ['memenur. S 3aemiHss KUTENbHUIA. BOT yke MHOTO ITUKJIOB s1 OOUTAI0 B 3THX
noyzeMenbsix. JIo ceid MUHYTHI OT MeHsI ObLJIO CKPBITO MOE TpeJHa3HaueHue, TIOKa 51 He BCTPETHIIACh
¢ Toboit, [TlepBopoxaeHnsrid. U, kak BUauIIb, TpuObLUIa BoBpeMs. Ellle Obl HECKOIBLKO CEKYH]I, M Th
Obl TIepeBapUBAJICS B IJIMHHBIX KHIITKAX HU3IJIOTOB, MPOJIJIeBasi X KU3HP €Ille Ha THICAUY ITUKJIOB, —
OHa MpuOpasia B My4YOK pacTpenaHHble BoJockl. — Ho ceromHs, BUAUMO, He UX JIeHb. Thl rosoaeH?
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IOnb1i1 Pepu kuBHYN ronoBoii. O4eHp xotenoch ectb. Ho yem nurarbest B 3TOM MHpE, OH He
3Ha1. OTHO U3 peJHA3HAYCHUI CTapyXU KaK pa3 ObLIO B TOM, YTOObI BJIOKHUTH B MAJTbUMKA MAKCUMYM
3HAHWIA, KOTOpbIE MIOMOI'YT BBUKUTh. M1 HUKTO U3 HbIHE KMBYILUX, KPOME HEe, HE MOTI 3TO CliesaTh
Jydle.

l'ucmenut pactBopmiiach B TeMHoTe, octaBuB KOHoro Pepu Haenube co cBouMu MbicasiMu. B
rOJIOBE Y HEr0 BO3HUMKAJI BOIIPOC 32 BOIIPOCOM, HO HY HA OJIVH M3 HUX OH HE HAXOWJI OTBETa. 3HAHUS,
3aJ10)keHHbIe ITpU poxkaeHnu Bonon [lepo3aanus, 1o Kakoi-To NpuYMHE, IPOCKAKUBAIU NIEpesl HUM
OOpBIBOYHBIMH (PparMeHTaMu, yIepKuBasi B 3aBece TyMaHa MOJHYI0 KapTuHy ObiTHsi. TpedoBaics
HEKHI KJII0Y, KOTOPBIHA ObLT YTEPSIH MPU POKIEHUU, ISl TOTO YTOOBI BCE KYCOUKM MO3AUKH CJIOXKH-
JIUCh BOE/IMHO, TIOKA3aB MAJIbUMKY, YTO K€ CKPbIBAET OT HETO MOJCO3HAHUE.

Uepes HekoTOpOe BpeMsl cTapyxa [ MCMEHUT BBIHBIPHYJIA U3 ThbMBI KaTakOMO, Jiepka B pyKax
BU3KAlIEe CKOJIb3KOE CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE YCUJIEHHO IJIEBAJIOCH, CTApasiCh MOMACTh TOXUTUTEJIO CITIO-
Hou B ju10. CTapyxa TOJBKO yCMeXallach, BHITUPAsk C MOPIIMHUCTONW KOKH OeJlble OIIIMETKU BA3KOW
KUJKOCTH.

— Bor 3n10Bpeanas npsiHb, 31a KacnuioMa. A tenepb BHUMail, IOHb11 Pepu. BHumaii Bcem Moum
CJIOBAaM Y CMOTpH, YTO HYXKHO JeJiaTh, 4TOObl BBUKUTH. 100 Korma Tl yxe He Oyaernb FOHbIM, TO
BCIIOMHHUIIIb BCE MOM YUeHHsI cO clioBamu OnaropapHocTtu. [1o kpaiiHeii mepe, s HaJeloch Ha 3TO.

['ucMeHuT JTIOBKMM JBMKEHHEM CXBaTHJIa I'OJIOBY BU3KAILETO CYILECTBA, OTKPYTUJIA OT TYJIO-
BuINa 1 Opocuia B TeMHble Bonsl [lepBo3nanus. Yepe3 HekoTOpoe BpeMs Ha IOBEPXHOCTH TOKa3a-
JIOChb MHOXECTBO My3bIpbKOB. CTapyxa yKa3ajia Ha HUX KOCTJISIBBIM aJIbLIEM.

— CMoTpH, 3TO TO, YeM cerogHs OyayT MMpoBaTh HU3IIOTHL. Ha MecTe 9To# roioBbl MOT ObI OBITH
Thl, — OHA ynbIOHYIack FOHOMY Pepu, oOHakuB psig rHIIIBIX 3y00B. Ho TOT Haxe OpoBbIO HE MOBEN Ha
3TH cJ10Ba. PaccTpouBIINCE, UTO HE TPoU3Bea JOIKHOro 3dgdexra, [ McMeHUT npooskuia Cyxum u
HPaBOYUYHTEJILHBIM T'0JIOCOM. — XOPOIIIO, pa3 3TO Tebst HUKaK He BIEeYATIIIO, 1aBaid MPOJOIKAM Halll
YPOK. 3allOMHH, TOJIOBY HY’KHO Cpa3y OTOpBaTh U BBIOPOCHUTh, MHAYE B €€ TeJIO HAYHET MPOHUKATH 11,
KOTOPBIH Cpa3y cIesIaeT KaCIIOMY HEeITpUroHou B nuiy. Eciiu chelib oTpaBieHHOE TeJlo, BCE TBOU
BHYTPEHHOCTH HAYHYT BBIXOAWUTH HAPYXKY, U Uepe3 Mmapy JHEH Tl yke Oy/ellb KOPUUThCS B MyKax,
Mostst TBopLia 0 TOM, YTOOBI OH JApOBAJ CKOPYIO CMEpPTh.

I'ucmenut ropo BeIJOXHYNA U TocMoTpesa Ha [lepBoposk/1eHHOro, MbITasACh pa3InyuTh B HEM
XOTb KaIlTIO0 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH B CKa3aHHBIX ciioBax. OnsATh HUKakoro 3¢ dekra. Ha nune FOnoro
Pepu He apornyno Hu myckyna. Ctapyxa ycTaBUIach Ha HETo, Jymasi, CTOUT JIM BOOOIIE TPOIOIIKATh
pasroBapuBaTh C ITUM YEpPCTBBIM cyxapeM. ToT, Heoiro Aymasi, pepBajl €€ MbICIIH:

— Ipononxkait, crapyxa ['uicMeHUT.

Ta ckpunnyna 3yoamu. Hudero He ocraBanoch, Kak CMUPHUTBLCS C €T0 XaMCKHMM TTOBEACHHEM.
Oma B3s171a ellie TpenbIXarolleecs TeJI0 KaCIMJIOMbl M Hauajla IOTUXOHBKY CAUPATh C HEE LIKYPKY.

— Bor, cmotpu. Koky y Hee He enar. XoTs ecliv Thl TYpMaH U Tebe HPaBUTCS BKYC MOMeTa
pacnuHOCa, TO YTO-TO MOIOOHOE ThI OLTYTHIIIb, KOTJIA BKYCHIIb €€ KOXKY.

Omna pacxoxoTasachk, JOBOJIbHAsI COOCTBEHHOM ITyTKOM. M BHOBb HUKakoro apdekta! [Toxoxe,
y 31oro IlepBopokI€HHOTO HET J1a)ke 3a4aTKOB YyBCTBA IOMOPA, Bee yIuio Ha 1HO Bon [leposganus.
Crapyxa B3s71a B pOT MU3HMHEI] C TOPYAIIMM M3 HEr0 HOI'TeM, CMOUMJIA B CJTIOHE U pa3pe3ajia Oproxo
CYILIECTBA.

— Bor, Tenepb cMOTpY BHUMATEIbHO. BeIKHMbIBAl TOTPOXA, HO OCTaBb STOT KAMEHb, KOTOPBIN
HAXOJUTCSl Y OCHOBAaHUS MIPABOro pedpa KacluIoMbl, — OHA BBIHYJIA U3 TeJla OKPOBABJICHHBIN Kamy-
mIeK. — DTo camasi IIeHHasl Belllb, 0e3 KOTOpO 37iech He BbDKMBEIb. [lapa Takux KamMHEH — U ThI
CMOKEIlIb BbICEUb UCKPBI, KOTA 3aX0Uelllb Pa3BECTH KOCTEP.

Crapyxa npotsny:a [leppoposxkieHHOMY 3TOT kKamy1ieK. TOT TOCMOTpest Ha HEro BHUMATENBHO,
MOKPYTUJI B PyKax, MOHIOXaJI, TOMPOOOBAJI HA BKYC M 3aTeM OTJIOKHII €T0 B CTOPOHY.

— 51 ycBowu, crapyxa, TBO# ypok. f Gnaronapen Teoe.
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Ta HakoHell MpuIlUIa B HOPMY. DTa NOXBaja cpa3y MoAHsia HacTpoeHue. OHa JocTana u3
OOMBIIION CYMKH, BUCSINEH 3a TUleYaMHy, TOHKYIO MaJIKy, HAHM3aJIa Ha Hee TYIIKY W Hadasa KapuTb
Ha Koctpe. [IbsaHsmui apoMar nuiy pasHeccs no kopuaopam. OT yIOBOJIBCTBUS U IPEABKYILIEHUS
IOnb1t Pepu 3akarwi raza. EMy BOpyT cTaio Tak yIOTHO M XOPOIIIO, YTO BO3HHK JJaKe MIOPbIB OOHSIThH
310 crapoe Teno ['mcmenut. M BoT 6miofo rotoBo. Ctapyxa He B3siia cede HU KyCcOYKa, C YIOBOJIb-
cTBUeM HaOmonasi, Kak *kaaHo ect FOHwiil Pepu. [ToeB, OH IpOMKO OTPBITHYJI U yJercsi y KocTpa,
CBEPHYBIINCh KITyOOUKOM. [ MICMEHUT HEMHOTO 1Mooxajia, HO TOXe pellnia Ipuiedb psaoM. 3aBTpa
MPEJCTOS JOITHI MTYTh JOMOU.
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I'maBa 2

— Bcragan! [laBan yxe, npoceimaiics, FOnbiii Pepr! MHe Hamoeno 31ech CUIETh U CMOTPETD,
KaK ThI CIIWIIb ¥ BUIMIIIb CHBI O O0JIee JIyUIINX MecTax, 4eM MOe JIOTOBO.

IOnp1 Pepu otkpeut ma3za. Crapyxa ['MCMEHHT cToOsyla HaJ HUM, CKJIOHMBILIUCh, M Tpsciia
PYKaMH €ro 3a mie4o. Majibuuk OTCTpaHWI ee, poTep IJ1a3a, MOAHSIICA HA HOTU U ITPOU3HEC!

— Torga nugem, I ucmennt. Benu meHs.

— To-T0 ke, — ycMexHyJach crapyxa.

Kocrep, 1o Bcer BUAMMOCTH, JaBHO YK€ IOrac, BOKpPYI CTOsiIa CIUIOLIHAsA TEMHOTA. TOJIbKO
noBepxHocTh Bonst [lepBo3aanus nHOrA 3aropajiach OrOHbKaMH CYIIECTB, KOTOpbIe B HEl OOUTAIH.
I'naza [lepBopoxk1€HHOrO MOCTENEHHO MPUBBIKJIM K TeMHOTE. OH yke Hayall pa3jinyarh, YTO cTapyxa
Oy/ITBIXaeT B BOJIE PYKOU U BBITACKUBAET HA MOBEPXHOCTh KAKUE-TO OIIMETKH.

— Yro Thl Aenaelib? — COpOCUII OH.

Ta 1OBOJIBHO yCMEXHYJIACK:

— CMOTpH ¥ y4uCh. DTO Ha3bIBaeTcsl BOAOpociu HecruMo. OHU B OOJBIIOM KOJTUYECTBE ILIa-
BaioT B Bone [lepBoznanus. CoBepiiieHHO Oe3BpeliHble U, K COXaJIEeHHIO, HecheloOHble. OIHAKO Y
HUX €CTh OYEHb MOJIE3HOE CBOMCTBO. ECIH VX BBICYIINTH, TO OHU OYIIyT MEJIEHHO TOpeTh. 1 Mcroib-
3yI0 MX Kak (paken B ciaydae HyAbl. XOTs s, Y4ECTHO TOBOPs, IPUBBIKJIA YK€ OOXOAUTHCS COBCEM
0€e3 cBeTa.

OHa nozHecna my4yok Bogopocien u cynyna FOnomy Pepu noa Hoc.

— Bor, cMotpu. Tak oHu BHIDIAAAT. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO He pa3 cracet Tede KU3Hb.

MautbuuK B35UT U3 €€ PyK BOAOPOCIH, TIOHIOXAJ, TOMPOOOBA Ha BKYC U BBIILTIOHYIL.

— JleficTBUTENILHO HEChEIOOHBIE, — IIPOU3HEC OH.

Crapyxa ¢ yauBJIEHUEM ITIOCMOTpEJIa Ha HEro:

— Toi Bceria Oyzerib mpodoBath Bce, uTo yBuauIib? Eciu 1a, To J0T0 He MPOTSHEIbh Ha 3TOM
CBETE, — OHA YKOPU3HEHHO IMOKayajia ceqoy rojoBOM.

—Her, —orpe3an oH. — {l noHMMalo Tenepp, YT0 KO BCEMY HY’)KHO OTHOCUTBCS C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

— Bor 1 monopier, — o6erdyeHHo B3/I0XHYJIA cTapyXa. — A TO Belb He 3psI e KapayJiuia HeJTbIX
aecsATh MUKJIOB. OOUIHO ObUTO OBl TOTEPSITH TEOS B TOT ke JeHb MOCJe CTOJBKUX MPUIOKEHHBIX K
TBOEMY CIACEHUIO YCUIIUN.

OHa gocTana u3 KOTOMKH CyXOH ITy4OK BOIOPOCJIeN, HAHM3aJ1a Ha AJIKY Y JIOBKUM JABHKEHUEM
BBICEKJIA MCKPbI U3 KaMYIIKOB, KOTOPbIE HAIlIa Toj pedpamMu KacmuiioMm. Bomopociu 3aropesnuch
Cpa3y TYCKJIBIM KpacHbIM I1aMeHeM. CTapyxa JOBOJIBHO KPSKHYJA:

— A teniepb Tporaemcs B yTh. YuTh. T npuaercs gonro. HelThs He BeiHOMTY. Byaenis MHOro
OonTaTh, 3aCyHY 3TH BOIOPOCIH TeOe B POT.

Mautpuuk MoJT4a XMBIKHYJT U TTOKa3aJl ’KECTOM CTapyxe, YToObl He MeJInJIA.

— Hy, Torga B myTs. [epxkuchk Bcerga 3a MHOM, He BbIXOAM Brieped. Clienyil 3ToMy MPOCTOMY
COBETY U OCTaHEUIbCS KUB.

Onu TpoHysmch. OHOOOpa3HBIE KOPUAOPHI MPOOETasy Mepest I1a3aMi HECKOHYAeMOW 3Me-
KOI1, CBOpauuBasi TO BJIEBO, TO BIIPABO, & TO U BOBCE MPUXOIWIOCH UITH B OOPATHOM HATPABJICHUM.
IOnoMy Pepu kazanoch, 4To OHM COBCEM 3a0JTyAMIIUCh U JIBUKYTCS MO KPYTY, HACTOJIBKO BCEe KOPH-
JOPBI KaTaKOMO OBbLITM MOXOXKHU IPYT Ha qpyra. Koe-rie Ha ImyTH pOMeTbKUBAN TEHH OOJIBIIINX MOX-
HaThIX cyliecTB. VX JIbIChIE JTallKK M KpacHbIE IJ1a3a BbIJABAIM B HUX HOUHBIX IUIOTOSIIHBIX XULTHU-
KOB. OHM KPYKWJIA BOKPYT Iy TEIIECTBEHHUKOB, MBITASICh 3aMaHUTh B KAKYI0-TO BEIOMYIO UM OIHUM
noBymKy. OmHako ['mcMeHHT He 0c000 oOpalana Ha HUX BHUMaHue. OHa MepUOIMYecKy IIuIesa
MY BHJIE CYIIECTB M IPOCTHO Maxasia (pakeioM. A Te He CMeJIM K Held TIPUOIKAThCS.

— I'HycHBIe J1€3rMOHBI, — MPOIIMIIENA OHA B OYEPEIHON pa3, Korja OQHO U3 CYIIECTB OYEHb
O1m3Ko TTpodekao okojo HUX. — He oOpaiaii BHUMaHUS. DTO MaJabIIUKY 3emHUX MecT. OHA
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B. ItopmoBoii. «Tenu 3amMmka AcMayHT»

HUKOI/Ia He HaMaayT Ha KepTBY, €C/IM He yOensTcs, YTo Ta paHeHa. Ho eciy movyBCTBYIOT, UTO C
TOOOM YTO-TO HE TaK, — OHa CMAYyHO TIPUIIIEIKHYJIA S3BIKOM, — TO CUMTal, TeOe KoHel. CMepTh JI07I-
ras ¥ MyuduTenbHas. §l HECKOJNBKO pa3 BUjENa, KaK OHU 110 CTaell HaOpachIBAIOTCS Ha KEpPTBY.
UYepes HEOOIBIION MPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHH OT HECYACTHOTO HUUEro He ocraercs. [laxke KocTtouek. A
JIE3TMOHBI, TTONMPOBAB, Cpa3y HAYMHAIOT CIIAPUBAThCs, — OHA IOCMOTPENIa Ha MajbuiKa U CIUIIOHYJIA
B CTOpOHY. — To elnie 3penuine, s Tede CKaxy.

W, c0BHO unTast MBICIIH, U3-32 YIJIa BBIIJISIHYJI JIE3TMOH U TYT e CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE, CBEPKHYB
I71a3aMH B CTOPOHY ITy THUKOB.

Jlanplie myTemecTBUe MPOAOIKAIOCh B MONMHOW THIIMHE. CTaHOBMIIOCH (DU3MYECKU TSIKEJIO
UATH 110 6ecKoHeYHbIM Kopunopam. Horu y [lepBopokaeHHOTO yke Ha4aal OTHUMAThCS.

— IMotepnu eme HemHoro. Ckopo npuaéM gomou. TaM-To ¥ OTIOXHEIIb BBOJIO, — CKa3aja cTa-
pyxa yCIOKauBaIOIIUM I'OJIOCOM.

Ho Meudtam o CKOpoOM OTIpIXe He CYXAeHO ObLIo cObIThCs. CTapyxa HEOXKHUIAHHO BCTala Kak
BKOMaHHas Ha Mecte. Manpuuk 3amep. Ctapyxa cMoTpesia Ky/ia-To, IPUCTAIbHO BIVISIBIBASICH B TEM-
HoTy. OHa MoJT4a MoKa3aJia MajbLEM B HAIIPABJICHUU IBUKEHHS. MalbuMK NPUIIISIENICS U HOXOJO-
aen ot crpaxa. Briepenu, 3aropaxuBasi mpoxoj, Bocceaano 6echopMeHHOe CKIIM3KOE CYIIECTBO C
OIPOMHBIMH I71a3aMH M PTOM, TTOK PBITHIM MHOXECTBOM MeJIKHUX 3y00B. OHO MOJTYA MSJTMIIOCH Ha ITyT-
HUKOB. CTapyxa HEMHOTO TOCTOs11a, OIleHIIa OOCTAaHOBKY U CKa3asa:

— MecMumnbaup npocHyJIC.

Omna nocMmotpena Ha FOHoro Pepu. B rnazax y Hee untasicss HeMoit Boripoc. MaslbuuK B OTBET
pas3Bell pyKamH.

— 3Haelb, s B 3THUX KaTakoMOax yke He OIUH JEeCATOK LIMKJIOB MPOXUia. A TPOCHYBILETOCs
MecMUIbAMpa HUKoraa He Bujaena. Hy u uro teneps aenars? YMa He PUIOKY. DTO €IMHCTBEHHBDIM
MPOXOJ, ¥ HaM HYXKHO KaK-TO OOOWTH ero.

MecMubanp CMOTpeIT Ha HUX AOJITMM HEMUTAIOIMM B3[JIs110M. EMMHCTBEHHOE, UTO BBIJABAJIO
B HEM KMBOE CYIIECTBO, TaK 3TO B3[bpIMaloIasics rpyaHas kjierka. Ctapyxa HeIOBOJIBHO [IOMOPIIU-
JIach U KPUKHYJIA 3arOpOAMBIIEMY ITPOXOJ, CYLIECTBY:

— Mecmunpaup! Thl HOHMMaET b, 4TO Mbl TOBOpUM? Thl MOsKeIIb HAC MporycTuTh? Oberaem,
YTO HE MOTPEBOXKUM TeOsI.

Cy1ecTBo MoT4a MsUIIOCh HA HUX.

— Ilpoknarue, — npoBopyasa crapyxa ['ucmenut. — Jlymaro, 3acTpsjii Mbl 3[€Ch HAJI0JTO,
IOnb1i1 Pepu. D10 e1MHCTBEHHBII TPOXO/, KOTOPBIN BEAET K MOEMY JIOTOBY.

W 1yT 32 yriom nokasaarch MOPIOYKH JIe3rHOHOB. OHHU C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM MPUHSLIMCH HAOMIO-
JaTh 3a CUASIIMM MecMuIbaupoM. [loxoke, OHU Toke He MOHUMAJIM, YTO MOKHO CIeJaTh C 3TUM
ruraitoM. JIesrnoHsl Hayanu cOMBAThCS B OAHY TPYMIly, W3[aBas jaionme 3ByKd. CTOpOHHEMY
HaOJTIOIATEITI0 MOTJIO TIOKA3aThCs, YTO OHU O YeM-TO MPUCTATBHO coBelIaoTcs. HeoxxumaHHo OnuH 13
HUX 3aBepeliaj, a OCTaIbHbIE, KaK OyATO 10 KOMaH/Ie, 3l Ha ToBapuina. TOT Havall MATUTCS
Ha3aj, B CTOPOHY CUISIIEr0 MeCMUIbANUPA. JIe3rnoH mpruoOIM3mIICs MOUTH BIUIOTHYIO U pa3BepHYJICS
B CTOpPOHY r'vranTa. Bee 3amepnu B O)XKHMAaHUM peaklvy MecMuibaupa. Y Tyt npowusonuio to, yero
HUKTO 13 TIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX Ha TOH CLIEHEe He O3KUIal. MEeCMUIIBAUP CO CKOPOCTHIO MY/ BHITSHYJICS,
OTKPBUI POT, CXBAaTUJI BU3KAILETO JIE3TMOHA U BEPHYJICA B MPEKHIOW M03y. CTallka OCTaJIbHBIX JIE3-
TMOHOB YTO-TO 3aBepeliajia, ¥ Bce KUHYJIMCh MPOUYb BPACCHIMHYI0. MecMUIbAMD Kak OyATO CHOBa
ylien B Crisiuky. Bo pTy mo-npexHeMy HaxXOOUIICS HECYACTHBIN JIE3rHOH. Ero Tesio MOTUXOHBKY BXO-
IWJIO B pOT TUraHTta. Bocnonb30BaBIIMCh 3TOM 3aMUHKOW, | MICMEHUT cXBaTWIa MajbuMKa 33 PyKy U
pBaHyj1a MUMO MeCMUJIbAMpPA. TOT MPOBOAMI MX IJ1a3aMHU, HO HUYETro IpeArpuHUMarh He crtan. OH
TaK U CMOTpEJ UM BCJIe/l, TIOKA )KMBOTHOE HE MCYE3TI0 B €ro Oe310HHOM MacTH.
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I'nmaBa 3

Hakoner, nocie 1onrux OmyKIaHWid MO OZHOOOPa3HBIM KOPHIOpPaM, OHH IPUIIUIM K KOHEY-
HOI1 1lesm cBoero myTeniectBrs. Ctapyxa 3aBena Onoro Pepu k ce6e B storoso. [lepBbiM esiom oHa
oOBesla BOKPYT pyKamH, MOKa3biBasi cBoe xkwuimie. B ee mazax unranock: «Cmotpu, FOHbIT Pepu.
Cmotpu 1 Bocxuiaics». Ho, k 6onbliomMy paszpaxeHuio [ MCMEHUT, TOT Jake I71a30M He TOBell, a
IIPOCTO 3alllell ¥ ceJl Ha HIKypy yOuToro xanemupaacena. bosee toro, [lepBopoxaeHHbI UMe Har-
JIOCTh 3€BHYTb, YEM COBCEM BbIBEJ CTApyXy U3 cedsl.

— Yro, He BeyamImiIo? — MpoBOpYasa OHa.

IOub1it Pepu Tonbko noxan mieyamu. CTtapyxa 3axmia B KOMHare cBeuu. M Tosbko ceivac,
npu sipkom ceete, FOHbI Pepu nonHsAIca ¢ MATKOW M TEIUION LIKYPbl U C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM Hayal
OLIEHMBATh OKPYXKAIOIIYI0 OOCTaHOBKY.

VOpancTBO KOMHAThl [ MCMEHUT COCTOSIO M3 Pa3IMUHOIO Mycopa M TpodeeB, KOTOpble OHa
Haxozuua, Oy:k/as o 6eCKOHEYHBIM KOpUI0opaM noazemMetbs. [IpesHasHaueHre MHOKECTBa Belen
He ObUIO 3HAKOMO Jaxe eil. M 310 Obun camble oporue ee cepiy cokpopuina. OHa Halua ux B
CBOMX OIACHBIX Haberax Ha BepXHHE YPOBHM 3amMKa AcMayHT. HecKolbKO TakuX BBUIA30K YyTh HE
OKOHYMJIMCh CKOPOM cMepThio. OTHAKO 3TO HE OCTAHABJIMBAJIO €€ Pa3 3a pa30oM UCIBITHIBATH CBOIO
cyapOy. Ho ceituac I'icMeHUT crilbHO mocTapesia, U B Hel yke JaBHO I10rac OroHb, OTKPBIBAIOLIMIA
niepe]] Hewl Iy T B HeusBeJaHHoe. CBos Oepriora Obula Tenepb €JMHCTBEHHBIM MECTOM OOMTaHMUS, T/e
crapyxa IUIaHMPOBaJIa MIPOBECTH OCTATOK XXKM3HU. A CaMbIM JJaJIbHUM MECTOM, KyJa OHa PUCKOBaJIa
3aXOAUTh Terepb, OblIa HUXKHSASA cBajka 3aMKa AcMayHT. MHoraa tam ronajajiuck O4eHb UHTEPeC-
HbIE SK3EMIUISIPHI U1 €€ OOIIMPHON KOJUICKIIUH.

Ha crenax Buceno napy rojioB Kakux-To HEM3BECTHBIX CYIIECTB, HA3BaHUSI KOTOPbIX OHA JIaXKe
He 3HaJa. VIX cTapyxa nmpruxBaTujia ¢ HUKHEN KyXHU 3aMKa, BO BpeMs TOro, Kak yJIeneThiBajla OT CBO-
ero rnpecienoBaresns — nopapa ['acrapa. Takxe Ha cTeHe BUCeN Yel-To OOJBIION MOPTPET, JOOBITHIH
TaM xke. VI3 30J104€HOi paMbl Ha HUX CMOTpEJT Xy/Ioi MYXYMHA B OOraTbhlX, YBELIAHHbIX aMyJleTaMU
ofexaax. Ha kapTuHe BUAHENIUCh HAANUCH, IO BCEH BUIMMOCTH, PACKPBIBAIOLIME JTUYHOCTh HE3HA-
xomua. Ho oHa Tak M ocranach TailHOM, Tak Kak ['mcmeHMT morpocty He ymena uutathb. [loBciony
B COBEPILIEHHO XaOTUYHOM MOpsiIKe ObLIIM pa30pocaHbl AECATKM HE3HAKOMBIX Jake il MPeAMETOB,
TO TYT, TO TaM BCTPEUYAIUCh 3aCYIIEHHbIE YaCTH TeJl AUKOBUHHBIX CyILEecTB. B yriy Oblia cioxeHa
aKKypaTHasi CTOIIOYKa KaMHe#, JOOBITHIX Y KacruioM. TaMm ke cTosisia Topa HEeMBITOH ITOCY/bI ¥ TIPO-
CTeHbKasl IPUMUTHUBHAS N1€YKa. B MpOTMBOMOIOKHOM YTy JIekKasM IIKYpbl HEBEIOMBIX CYLLIECTB, Ha
KOTOpBIX CIaJjia crapyxa.

— Moxelllb CMOTpPeThb, HO COBETYI0 HUYEro TPOraTh, — Ipeaypeansa OHa MaJIbuMKa.

— [Touemy? — yIMBJIEHHO CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Hy... Kak 6bI TeGe 00BSCHUTD TOMOHSATHEMH, YTO 3TO onacHO. YToOwl pa3 u HaBceraa, — cTa-
pyxa nodvecaina rojoy. — [Ipunymana! — oHa nmokasasna Ha KOpoOKY, CTOSBIIYIO Ha crone. — Bor,
MIOCMOTPH Ha 3TOT npeamet. Eciu TeGe MHTepecHO, MOXKEIlb €ro B3STh.

Manpuuk C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM TOJOMIET K HOBOM Haxodke. OH B3si1 ee B pyKH. DTo Obuia
JOBOJIBHO KpacKBasi MaJieHbKasi KopoOouka. Ha rpansx Pepu pazimuamit y30psl, BHITOTHEHHBIE PYKOW
HEeW3BECTHOro Mactepa. B oHOI M3 rpaHeill BUIHENACh BbIEMKA, KOTOpas KakK pa3 MOIXOAWIIA IO
pasmep pyku Masbunka. Ctapyxa HaOmozana 3a ero JIeUCTBUSMU CO CTPaxoM B mia3ax. JIioOorbIT-
ctBo niepecunino KOHoro Pepu, u oH cyHyn pyKy BHYTpb KOpOOKH. B Ty ke ceKyHay ocTpasi ¥ TOH-
Kasl UIJIa MPOoIIUIa Yepe3 Hee, BbI3BaB HEBEPOSTHYIO 00ib. MaJbuuK 3aKpUyal U B yXkKace OTOPOCHIT
KOpPOOKY B CTOPOHY. OH OCMOTpEJT BOITPOLIAIOLIMM B3IVIAA0M Ha CTapyXy, He OHMMasi, 3a4eéM OHa
TaK MOCTYNWJIA C HUM, U 3arUIakail. [ McMeHUT ¢ OJ1eHbIM JIMLIOM KMHYJIACh K TIOJIKaM C ITy3bIpbKaMu
1 OyTBUIKaMH, B3sJ1a OJHY U3 HUX, TOCIEIIHO JJOCTa/la U3 Hee MOPOLIOK, OTOpBaJa TPAIKY, Hackllasa
JIEKapCTBO Ha paHy Iiadyuiero [lepBopoxaeHHOro 1 3aMoTaa ee.
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— Twue, Tuine, — MpUroBapuBayia OHa. — JTOT IIPaM, KOTOPBIA OCTaHeTcs1 y TeOsl Terneph Ha
BCIO XKM3Hb, HE JaCT 3a0BbITh 00 OMACHOCTH, KOTOpast MOXKET MOJCTeperarb Te0s Ha KakIOM IIary.

U ona nokasana cBo pyKy, Ha KOTOPOH TakkKe Ha BCIO KM3Hb OCTAJICS Cliel OT OCTPOI TOHKOM
WTJIBL

— Ha, s1 norumaio. Thl TOJBKO poAMIICS, M Ha TeOs yKe HaBIWIOCh CTONbKO Oea. Ho Huuero,
3TO K JIyqlieMy. DTO TOJBKO 3aKaJUT XapakTep M MOATOTOBUT K JaybHelmeMy myTu. [1yTu HaBepx
3amka ACMayHT, TJie Thl HaiiJelTb OTBETHI HA BCE CBOM BOIPOCHI.

Manb4uk repectal MiakaTh ¥ BHUMATEIBHO CIIyIIaJl TOJIOC CTapyXH.

— Ho pa3sBe s He ocTaHycCh 371eCh, C TOOOU? — YAMBICHHO CIIPOCUT OH.

Ta oTBena B3I/ ¥ MPOCKPUIIESIa CTAPYECKUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Her. Her, FOnb1ii Pepu. 31eck co MHOH Thl 3apacTelilb U MOKPOEIILCS BOAOPOCISIMU, KOTOPbIE
HE TIO3BOJIAT UJITH JIaJIbllie HABCTpeuy cBoel cyapoe. [locMoTpyu Ha MeHsl, B KOTO s IpeBpaTuiachk? A
Be/Ib paHblIle, HECKOJIBKO JIECATKOB IMKJIOB Ha3a/l, BO MHE TopeJia xkaxaa 3HaHuit. U Bot, Teneps... A
YTO TeTeph? — OHA OKMHYJIa TIeYaJIbHBIM B3IJISIZIOM CBOE JIOrOBO. — Bee, UTo y MeHs ecTh, HaXOAUTCS
3aech. VMl HUKyza 51 OT 9TOTO yKe He CMOTY yOexKarh.

BnesarHo Ha crapyxy [MCMEHUT Haiesn mprCcTyI CHIbHOTO Kanuisa. OHa 3axaja poT pyKou
TMIOCTIEIIHO TMONIA K COCyAy C BOIOW. [ MCMEHUT omycTiia TyAa pyKU U BOIA TYT K€ OKpacuiach B
OapaoBBIN 1IBET.

— Yto ¢ ToOOM? — ynuBJIeHHO cripocu Pepu.

— Huyero. He obparaii BHUMaHWM S, — TpoMosiBriia oHa. Ctapyxa BeITepiia pyKu 00 MO0 1ia-
Thsl. — TeGe MHOTOe MpeACTOnT y3HaTh. U 51, TIOKa elrie Mory, IOJKHA MepeaaTh Ty HHYTOXHYIO YacTh
3HAHUU, KOTOPOU BJIaJIEI0 cama.

Ona nozonuia BIjioTHYI0 K FOHOMY Pepu, osoxuiia B CBOI0 CMOPIIEHHYIO JIAIOHb €70 MaJIeHb-
KYyIO PYKY ¥ ITPUCTAJILHO MOCMOTpEa B IJia3a:

— A tenepb cinyiaii U 3anioMuHai. Ecny xouellb BBKUTD B 9TOM KECTOKOM M OITACHOM MUpE,
3allOMHHM OfIHY Belllb. Thl BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIIACIIIh?

MautbunK KMBHYJI, HE OTpbIBast B3MJIsIa OT ee TJias.

— 3anomuu, KOHbI Pepu. TToutu Bee, 9TO ecTh B 3TOM MUpe, 3axo4eT youTh Tedst. Ho Hukoraa,
3arlOMHHM, HUKOT/Ia He TIPOSIBIISIA HU TIepel KeM CTpax WM OecrioKoicTBO. Byb XononeH u TBepa, Kak
TOT KaMyIIlIeK U3-1o]] pedpa KacruiomMsl. Ctapaiicss n30erarb HaCUJIMsl, HO, €CJIU BIPYT BO3HUKHET B
9TOM HeOOXOUMOCTh, OyIb TOTOB BBICEUb U3 ceOsl OTOHb M BCTYITUTH B 00OM, He 00paIas BHUMaHUS
Ha pazMep MpOTUBHMKA. M HUKOT/Ia He OTCTYNal, eCiu yxkKe MPUHSUT pellieHre. A Ha MeHsI He CMOTpH,
s TUTOXOU TIpuMep [yis TeOs1, pa3 cama He CJIeyI0 CBOMM e IPaBUIIAM.

I'mcmenuT otonuia K mkady, 3aBaIEHHOMY CBEPXY JOHU3Y pa3sHbIM XJIAMOM, U Havajla B HEM
YTO-TO YCHJIEHHO MCKaTh. HakoHeI[ OHa JOBOJILHO KPSIKHYJIA, rojouia K [TlepBopokaeHHOMY U ITpo-
TSHYJIa TIPOAOJITOBATHIN MPEMET.

— Bor, nepxwu. Tenepb oH TBOIA, — OHa C TOPIOCTHIO B IJ1a3ax MPOTSHYJA STOT IPeMET HUYEro
HE MOHMMAIOIIEMY MaJIbuuKYy.

ToT noBepTe ero B pykax U BOIPOCUTENIBHO B3IJISIHYJ HA [ ICMEHUT.

— D710 KmHOK Uzenbrup. [TpoxoauT yepes mioTh, Kak CKBO3b MAcjio, — OHA BblIEpXKasa Tear-
pabHYIO Tay3y, IS Ha peakuio Majabuuka. — [la, TeGe Bcero HeCKOIbKO JHEH OT pomy, a s yxe
yuy TeOs1 youBaThb. TakoBa Hallla peasbHOCTh, B KOTOPOU MbI KMBEeM. BOT Tak, BBITAIIM €r0 U3 HOKEH.
Tonbko cMoTpH, cam cedst He opexb. [ToMHH ypok ¢ KOpoOKoi !

IOHnb1i1 Pepu, ciioBHO 3aBOpOKEHHBIH, JOCTA KJIMHOK U3 HOXeH. Korja Maipuuk Havyai pac-
CeKaTh UM BO3IYX, TOT 3aryjes HU3KUM TeMOpPOM. YIOBJIETBOPEHHBIH, OH 3aCYHYJ €r0 B HOXKHBI U
TIOJIOXKWMJT Ha CTOJ.

— A Teriepb JaBaii-Ka MepeKkycuM, — ckazana [ mcMeHUT. — A To s1 yk OOJIbHO MPOroioaasach 3a
9TOT JieHb. CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO HaBAJIMJIOCh Ha TeOsl BCETO 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOE BPEMs.
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U crapyxa nonuia 3aHumarbcsi roroBkoit. [loka oHa crpsnana, FOusiit Pepu cBepHyscs Kiy-
OOYKOM B YIITy U 3a0BLICS B TUXOM O€3MATEKHOM CHE.
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I'naBa 4

Henb e 3a aHem, u FOHBIA Pepu y3HaBas1 Bce HOBbIE M HOBbIE TOJPOOHOCTH 00 yCTpOICTBE
storo mupa. [lo kpaiiHeil Mmepe, Ty yacTh, ¢ KOTOpoi Obl1a 3HakoMa cTapyxa [ mcmenur. «Her Huvero
6oJ1ee CI0)KHOTO 1 60JIee IPOCTOro, YeM MUP, B KOTOPOM MBI JKMBEM», — JIIOOMJIA TIOBTOPSITH OHA, CHJISI
C MaJIbYMKOM YIOTHBIMH BedepaMH B UX HeOObIIOM JioroBe. Kak oHa mosiBuiachk B 3THX KaTakoMOax
U CKOJIbKO 3JIeCh HaXOAUTCs, cTapyXa yxke M He noMHwiIa. Eil ka3anock, 4TO OHa B 3TUX CTEHaxX C
camoro poxeHusi. BeuHo oqrHOKas ¥ MOCTOSIHHO BOBJIeUeHHast B OOphOY 3a cyliecTBOBaHue. BHu3y,
B KaTakomMOax 3Toro 3aMKa, OHa IPOBeJIa MIOYTH BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb, U3PE/IKa BHIOMPAsICh HA BEPXHHE
9TaXU B MOMCKaX HOBBIX ollyIieHuid. [lepBblil pa3 Ha 3TOT LIar OHa pelriach ele TPUALATh ABa
IIMKJIa Ha3a[l, KOrjia B KaTakoMOax CTajio Tyro ¢ 1oObrdeii muimy. M Kak pa3 B TO BpeMs B 3aITyTaHHBIX
KOpHMJI0pax HaOpesa Ha HWXKHIOK CBAJIKY 3aMKa AcMayHT. Ellle MHOTO IIMKJIOB OCIIE €€ OTKPBITUS
OHa OTKaIbIBaJla COKPOBUILA, HalIEHHbIE HA STOM, Ka3aJ10Ch, HEMCUYEpIIaeMoi CBaJIKe.

Crapyxa pacckaspiBazia [lepBopoxeHHOMY O MEpBbIX BbUIa3Kax, KOrJa 4yTh HE yMepia MpH
BCTpeue ¢ MoBapoM HxkHel KyxHu ['acnapom. Ee riiaza 3aropaiice, Koraa oHa BCIIOMUHAJA IEPBYIO
BCTpeuy C HUM, YyTh HE CTOMBILYIO OTOPBAHHBIX PYK U HOT. [ MICMEHHUT NoBeajla O CTPAaHHOM CO3/1a-
HuM Hucdepart, kuBy1ieM BO ThMe U MUTAIOLIEMCS AKUBOH MII0ThI0. Korga oHa nepBblii pa3 noscTpe-
Yaja ero, ToT ObUI CHIT M momaani ['memenut. OHa pacckasaia o KpacaBuie Pactima, o Tom, Kak
yZIAJIOCh Yepe3 OTBEPCTHE B CTEHE PACCMOTPETh POCKOIIHBIE TOKOM, [TOKA TEJIOXPAHUTEN HE 3aMe-
THJIM CTPaHHOE JIBM)KEHHUE 32 CTEHAaMM U He IyCTUJIMCh 32 HEll B IIOTOHIO.

— Bcee 310 npeacrout yBunets u tede, IOHbI Pepu. K Tomy ke, s yBepeHa, 4to y TeOs noiy-
YUTCS NMPOITH ropasjo Jasblie, YeM yJajoch MHe, — IpuroapuBaiia crapyxa. Ha Bonpoc Pepu: «A
YTO ke HaBepxy 3aMKa?» — ['MCMEHUT ToJIbKO pa3BoAuia pykamu. Eil He ynanoch MOHATH, YTO ke
OXUJIAaeT B CAMOM KOHIIE ITyTH HaBepX.

Tak He3ameTHO TponeTayio BpeMsi. [JHeM OHM XOAMIM Ha OXOTY, JOOBIBas numly. [ McMeHuT
JeNnIach ¢ HUM HaBbIKaMM BbDKMBaHMS, a FOHbI Pepu BriuThiBan B ceOs HOBbIE 3HAHUS CIIOBHO
ryOKa, cTapasich He yImyCTUTh HU cioBa. Kak-To Komasich B OECKOHEYHOM XJlaMe CTapyXMHON KOM-
HaThl, OH Haies KHUry. KakoBo sxe Obu1o ynuBienue [ ucMeHuT, korma oHa nossiia, uto [lepBopox-
JEHHbII yMeeT yuTath. OH B/Ia/ie1 TEM HABBIKOM, KOTOPbIM OHA TaK M HE CMOIJIA M3Y4UTb 32 BCIO CBOIO
*®u3Hb. U BOT, oquHOKMe Beuepa [ ncMennT npriodpesnu cMbict. OHa Havasa y4uThCsl YUTaTh BMECTe
c OubM Pepu. Tlepes HUMM OTK pbUIUCHh OECKOHEUHBIE BOBMOXHOCTH MOTYyYeHUsI 3HAHUIA, O KOTOPBIX
paHbllle OHA MOIJIa TOJIbKO MeuTarh. M He Hy’HO ObUIO paJ HOBBIX OLIYILEHUI MOJBEpPraTb KU3Hb
OIIACHOCTH, COBEpINas KOPOTKUE Habern n3 KarakomMoO, KOraa MOKHO BCe HEOOXOAMMOE MOYEPITHYTh
u3 KHUAT. OCHOBHASI YeCTh TEKCTOB OblIa HE TIOHSTHA HU eMy, HU efi. JlioOast mpounTaHHas CTpaHHLA
BBI3BbIBaJIa OOJIBILIE BOIIPOCOB, YE€M JaBaja Ha HUX OTBETOB. OIHAKO OHM HE OTYAMBAJIUCh, A IILUIU
BIlepe]] K 1IeJIM C YIIOPCTBOM, KOTOPOE Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl Hauaslo PUHOCUTD utoabl. Ctapyxa
yKe He CHjiesia BeuepaMu B YTy, Pa3MbILUIsIS O CBOEH Tshkesoi 6ose3Hu. OHa Mo3HaBaja 3TOT MUP
BMecTe ¢ [IepBOpOXIEHHbIM.

Heckombko pa3 oHM NpeJIpUHUMAIIH My TEIECTBUA K MECMIJIBAUPY B HAJIEK/E, UTO OH 3aCHET
HaKOHe1 1 1poxoy oTkpoetcs. Ho Tot qaxe He Jymait Boagath B ciistuky. OH cujies1 Ha OJHOM MecCTe 1
CMOTpEJI JIONTUM HEMHUTAIOIIMM B3[ISIIOM Ha napodky. Ero ryos! mesemmics. Kazasnock, yTo oH 4Tto-
TO IBITAETCS CKA3aTh Mape MyTHUKOB, HO U3 pTa He pa3[aBajock HU 3ByKa. Ctapyxa enaa TIIETHbIE
MONBITKYA Pa3roBOPUTH, IOKA HE MPUIILJIa K TOMY BBIBOLY, YTO Y MECMUJIbAMPA COBCEM HET pasyMa.
«OH Kak BOJIOPOCIIH, TOJIBKO C I71a3aMH U 3[J0POBbIM PTOM>», — TOBOPUJIA OHA C COXKAJIEHUEM B I'OJIOCE.
Torpa eit ObLIO COBCEM HE BEIOMO, UTO Tepes Hell cuauT oguH u3 Beicx Muposbix CaTupos.
V3Hail oHa 3710, ucropus KOHoro Pepu mMoryia 66l HOMTH 1O COBCEM UHOMY ITyTH.

Heckombko pa3 B XUTPYIO JIOBYILKY CTapyXxy MONAJaJINCh JIE3TMOHBL. «$1 eM Bce, UTO XOIuT, —
rOBOPUJIA OHA YAMBJIEHHOMY TaKuM pa3BuTueM coObiTuil FOHOMY Pepu B iepBblil pa3, korja OHU MOM-
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MaJTi JKMBOTHOE. — K TOMY e JIE3rMOHbI IJTyTIbl, M UX CJIMIIKOM MHOTO B 9THX KatakomoOax. M eciu
HE ChEM HX 5, TO OHU COXPYT MEHsI paHO WM No3JHO». OHa MbITajIach HAYYUTh MaJTbUMKa TOUHBIM
yZIapoM HOXa B HIEI0 OTIIPABJISITh XKEPTBY B APYTrOM MHP, OIHAKO TOT HU B KaKyI0 HE XOTeJ JIMIIATh
KU3HU JII0O0€e XKUBOE CYILIECTBO, MOoMajaieecs MM Ha myTu. «Huuero, paHo wii Mo3aHo npuaercs
cliesaTh 9TO», — BOpUasla cTapyxa, MoKauuBasi cejor rojoBoil. OiHako BCKOpe OHa MoHsiIa, uto [ep-
BOPOXJIEHHBII MPOCTO HE CMOCOOEH JIMIIATh KU3HU KOro-nuoo. M eil mpuinioch y4uTh MajbyuKa
BBUKMBATh B CYPOBBIX YCJIOBUSIX KaTakOMO, HaXO/s ajlbTepHATUBHbIC MyTH MponuTaHus. biaro, ux
OKa3aJIoCh He Tak YK U Mayio. CaMbIM pacripoCTpaHEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM TIHIIM B KaTaKoMOax ObUIN
CeMeHa CyMepevyHoro pacteHus par. OHO OOBIYHO B OOMJIMM POCTIO B CAMBIX TEMHBIX YTOJIKax JIaOu-
punTa. Ero cemena Hy:KHO ObLJIO TPOCYIIHTH, PACTONIOUb B CTYIIE, 3aJIUTh BOIOW, M OHO BIOJIHE TOMIH-
JI0Ch B THITy. BKyC y Tako# Kammuiibl ObUT HEMHOTO CJIaIKOBATHIM, YTO BBI3bIBAJIO OTBpAIIIEHHE Y CTa-
pyxu, ogHako KOHoro Pepu npuBoamio B Boctopr. OH caenan cebe OOBIION 3amac ceMsiH U Yepes
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI COBCEM Tepelies C MCHOU MUIIH HA PACTUTEBHYIO.

[NocTeneHHO KyLBI MUP KaTakoMO Hadasl pacKpbIBaThCs Miepe] HUM Bce Oobiie U OOJbIIe.
3nech OblIa 11eT1ast 9KOCUCTEMa, KOTopasi pokAasach, Kuja, MUTanach 1 ymupaia. Hudyero He mpouc-
XOAWJIO TpocTo Tak. Bosbie Beero [IepBOpOKAEHHOTO MOPA3UIIM MOTypa3yMHbIe HACEKOMBIE KacT-
nuu. [{71s1 Hero CTano OTKPHITHEM, KOTAa OOUH U3 MPOOEraBIIuX MUMO KacTIUN BAPYT pe3KO OCTa-
HoBuIics niepen FOHbpIM Pepu. Manbumnk B IIyTKy MaxHYJ eMy pykoil. Kakoro ke OblIO ynuBiIeHHe,
KOTJJa HACEKOMOE B TOUHOCTH TIOBTOPHJIO 3TOT kecT. C TexX caMbIX MOp KACTIHiA Mpuderait K MaJib-
YHMKY KaXblil BEUep, 1 OHU Pa3yuMBaIM C HUIM BCE HOBBIE M HOBBIE JKECTHI, TIOKA CTapyXa HEHApPOKOM
HE HACTYIWJIa Ha HEero, OCTABMB MAJIbUMKY Ha MaMsITh YepHOe cliaBjieHHoe Tesblie. [locne ucnbranus
C KOPOOKOH 3TO OBbLJT BTOPOU pa3, KOrjia OH MPOJIHII CJIe3bl.

Crapyxa ke B CBOIO 0Yepe/Ib CTepiia y MaJlbulKa BOCTIOMUHAHUS O BOSHUKIIIEH IPUBSI3aHHOCTH
K HaCEeKOMOMY, MOTPY3UB TOTO B IyYHHY €KEJHEBHBIX 3200T. YTPO UX HAUMHAJIOCH CTPOTO C KyTia-
HUS B XOJIOJHBIX TEMHBIX BOJAaX KarakoM0. 3aTeM oObIYHO 1M JOObIBaTh cede nmponurtanue. [Toka
MaJIBUMK C MHTEPECOM M3ydall OKPEeCTHOCTH, [ MICMEHUT MpoBepsisia JIOBYIIKYA U OXOTHJIACh Ha IOPKUX
KacruiioM. [IHeM roToBuim ceOe MUIlly Ha BeCh JIeHb, & THXMMH BeYepaMH, 3aKPhIBIIMCH B KOMHATE,
n3yvyaar OECKOHEUHbIe COKPOBUINA, TOOBITHE U3 HIKHEW CBAJIKU, U OCBAMBAJIM YPOKU UTeHUs. Tak
MIPOXOIVJ JIeHb 3a JAHEM, MMOKa cTapyXa He MpUHsJIA pellleHue O TOM, YTO HACTalO BPeMsi OTBECTH
[lepBOPOKIEHHOTO K HUXKHEH CBAJIKE.

OHH TIIATENIBHO MOATOTOBMIIMCH K IyTeliecTBuio. I1yTh Tyaa OblT He ONMU3KMIA, XOTS He Tpe[-
CTaBJISLT VISl CTApyXy HUKAKOU CJIOKHOCTH, TOWTH /IO CBAIKM OHA MOTJIA C 3aKPHITHIMU Tnazamu. He
CUMTAsI APBl HATJIBIX JIE3TMOHOB, KOTOPBIX MPHIIUIOCH OTTOHSATH (PaKkenamH, My Th y MapOUKHU MPOIIIE
6e3 0cOOBIX TPUKTIOUEHUH 1 1TpoodieM. Heckonbko pa3 TUIIMHY HapyIIaiu KpPUKY KaKHUX-TO CyIIEeCTB,
HO CTapyxa He oOpalliajia Ha HUX HUKAaKOro BHUMaHMs. [1epBOpOXISHHBIN M0 MyTH HE MepecTaBal
YIUBIIATHCS MACIITa0aM 3TUX KaTakoMO. «[{oIKHO OBITh, ¥ caM 3aMOK ACMayHT HEMaJIeHbKHUH, pa3 y
HEro Takoe OOJIBITIOE MOA3EMeENbe», — AyMas OH. M BOT HaKOHeII repet IJia3aMu MPEeICTANIO MOTPsICalo-
miee 3penuiie. OrpoMHasi KOMHATa C BHITION3AIONIEH Ky/1a-TO B HUKYJA YEPHOM JBIPON TOHHESI, TIOJI-
HOCTBIO 3aIIOJTHEHHAs] MyCOPOM C BEpXHHX dTaked 3aMka. Koraa u3 ToHHe s B Kyuy najiai npeamer,
10 KOMHATe MTPOHOCUIIOCH TYJIKOE 9X0. [ MICMEHHUT HACTOPOKEHHO OCTAHOBUJIACH, IPUKA3aB MAJIbUMKY
3amepeTh. B ee r1azax yuranach TpeBora M CTpax.

— Yt0-TO 371€CH HE TaK, — MPOOOPMOTANIA OHA, OIJISIABIBAS KOMHATY.

Manb4uuK BOMPOCUTENILHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— 3nech 0OBIYHO BCErJa KHIIAT Ty4YH JIE3TMOHOB B TIOMCKAX OCTATKOB MHUIIM C HUKHEN KYXHH.

U 1yt ee B3I OCTAaHOBIWICS Ha YyeM-To. OHa CHJIBHO TIOOJIE/IHENa, TOI0C 3a/IPOKaL:

— DT0, — OHa MOCTAPAJIACh YCTIOKOUTHCS, CAENAB HECKOJBKO IITyOOKHX BIOXOB, — 3TO HE MOT
COTBOPUTD KTO-TO U3 3EIIHMUX OOUTATEIIEH.

Cger ymaJi Ha CTpaIlIHyI0 KapTUHY, MpeACTaBInyio nepen riazamu FOnoro Pepu. Bokpyr, kyaa
HU Tajaj B3IJIsA, Be3/ie Jexkanu o0e3IaBleHHbIe Tesa Jie3rnoHOB. CaMu e TOJIOBBI ObUIM COCTaB-
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JIeHBI B JKYTKOE MOJ0OMe CTaTyH, KOTopasi MOJ s3bIKaMu TulaMeHH (pakesia, Ka3ajaoch, OKMBAJIA U
METaJIach 10 BCEW CBAJIKE.

— Yeil 5xe pa3yM MOT COTBOPHUTb Takoe? — rporienTania crapyxa [‘ucMenur. — Bee B aTom Mupe
Aenaercsi paau 4ero-to. Ho B 3TOM HEeT HUKAKOro cMbIcia. DTO c/ienaHo 3a0aBbl pajy, — ee KOCTIIs-
Bble PYKM CXau nayiky. OHa rotoBa Obula 3allMINATh CBOIO JKM3Hb U KU3Hb [1epBOPOKIEHHOTO /10
TOCJIE/IHETO B3/10Xa.

OO6parHbIi TyTh OHY TIPOZENIANH B MONMHOM TUIMHE. CTapyxa I1j1a, HOCTOSIHHO OCTaHABJIMBASICh
Y TIPHUCITYIIUBASCH K 3ByKaM KaTakoMO. Kazasock, uto Bce BOKpyT 3amepiio. Tombko xypuanue Bojsl
[lepBo3aaHus1 HATOMUHAJIO O TOM, I/ie OHM HaxonsATcs. Ctapyxa, HAXMYPUBIIKCH, OITyCTHIIA (haKes K
3epKaJIbHOW MOBEPXHOCTU. Ta, BMECTO MPUBBIYHO TEMHOT'O HA 3TOT pa3 Obljla OKpallleHa B KPaCHBIH
1BeT. B Ty ke MUHYTY OHM MOHSUIM PUYMHY 3TOTO HEOOBIYHOTO siBeHus. [1o TeueHuio HaBCcTpeuy
MYTHUKAM MEJJIHHO TUIbLT BCKPBITHIM OPIOXOM KBEpXY JpeBHMUI HU3MIOT. Ero rasa ocTekseHemnm.
Bbu10 NOHATHO, YTO MEPTB OH YyXke JaBHO. M1 yMep OH OTHIO[b HE OT €CTECTBEHHBIX ITPUYMH.

— Yro 3aeck npoucxonut? — npoiunesna crapyxa ['ucmenur. — Kro nocmen?

Ona 3akpbUia KocTIsiBoU pykoi rma3a KOHoro Pepu, oTBepHYB ero B3misJ OT NMpeaCcTaBIIei
KapTUHBL.

— ovinem otciona, Mayibuk. TeGe He3aueM Ha 3TO cMOTpeTh. HU3IIIOTY MBI yke HUYeM He
MOEM NIOMOYb.

Ha ee nayionp ynasno Heckonbko Karesns cie3 [lepBopok/1eHHOro. DTOT MUp pyLIWICS Y Hee Ha
71a3aX, HO OHa JJOJDKHA BO YTO ObI TO HM CTAJI0 COXPAHUTD KU3Hb MAJIbUMKA, JAXKE €CIU MPUIETCS
paau 3TOro MoKepTBoBaTh CBOEH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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