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['. A. AzaHoBckui. «XpHUCTHAHE»

I'eopruii A3aHoBCcKuUi
Xpucruane

2019 rog

Knura nepBas
Ucrsazanue

I'naBa nepBas
Nynevickast HOUDb

«... W BOT mosiBWICS, MO HEU3MEPEHHOMY MpeJOoNpe/IeieHNI0 BpeMeHH, BOMCTHHY HOBBIN
HapOJI, He MaJIBIH, He CJa0bIil U OCEBIIHIA HE B KAKOM-TO YTOJIKE 3eMJIA, HO U3 BCEX HAPOJOB CAMBIN
MHOTOYHMCJICHHBI U OJIarOYecTUBbIN, HEUCTPEOMMBIN 1 HeroOemuMbIi, n0o Bor Bcerga momaer emy
romoIk. Hapos 3TOT y Bcex MmouTeH MMEeHeM, MPOUCXO/ISIIUM OT UMEHH XPHUCTa».

Escesuii Kecapuiickuii. LlepkoBHas Hcropus.

TemHas ryctast HOUb OIYCTHJIACh HA MYyAEHCKYIO 3eMimio. Mpak MOKpbUl cOOOM Bech Belnye-
CTBEHHBI 1 MHOTOCTPA/IAJIbHBIN TOPOJ, JIUIIIb CTEHBI CISAIIMX JOMOB ObLIA O3apEHbI JIyHHBIM CBe-
TOM. [IOM BIMSITEIBHOTO ceHaTOpa AXWILTBI PACTIONATaJICs Ha YTy POCKOIITHOTO M 001aropoKeHHOTo
TOpOJICKOro KBapTrania. Heckosnbko TeHe, oiHa 3a Apyrou, MpOMeJIbKHY/IM Ha CTEHE MPOTUBOIOJIOXK-
HOTO 3/1aHs1. BHUMaTeTbHBIN HaOMoAaTe b, €C/M Obl TAKOBOMY IPUIILIOCH ObI TPUCYTCTBOBATH B 9TOT
MOMEHT MOOIN30CTH ¥ MEJIBKOM 3aMETUTh ITU KPaJyIluecs TeHH, 00si3aTesIbHO 00paTuil Obl CBOE
BHUMaHME Ha TO, YTO B PyKe KaXJOH U3 HUX BUHEJCS MPeIMET, OTUYETIIMBO TOXOKHUIM Ha KPYITHBIH
1 ocTpblid HOX. OfiHa U3 TeHel ObLIa JIMIIL HEMHOTO MEHBIIIE OCTAIbHBIX.

I'po3HbIe TeHH, KOTOPHIE, CIIOBHO OMACABIIHIACS CTPAITHON Oe/Ibl KaK MOXKHO CUJIbHEE IBITAJICS
BBIJICJIUTD JTYHHBIN CBET, MEJIbKHY/IA PSIIOM C IOMOM TOMY/ISIPHOTO PUMCKOTO ceHatopa. B TemHoTe
pasnasics e/iBa CIIbIIIHBIN IPO3HBIN MTPU3BIB K Y€MY-TO OMACHOMY, & 3aTeM, 110 OTYETIMBOMY IIOPOXY
JIMCTBBI, 0OpaMJISIBIIIEN BHICOKMI KaMEHHBIH 3a00p CEHATCKOTO IOMa, MOKHO OBUIO TIOHSTh, YTO KTO-
TO cOOMpaeTCs MONacTh B OOTaThiid caJi pPUMCKOTO CeHaTopa.

Tpoe He3HAKOMIIEB B UEPHBIX OJIESTHHSX CJIETKa MPUTHYBIIKCH, HO BECbMa PEIIUTENIBHO, MTPHU-
Omxanuch K oMy Axmwuisl. K GosbliiomMmy HecuacTbio IpeanoiaraeéMoi KepTBbl, CTpaxa B 9Ty HOYb
BO3JIE CEHATOPCKOTO JIoMa Oblla He3HauMTe bHOH. Hukorma Obl CTONb yBakaeMblid U JTOOUMBIA B
Nynee yenoBek He cMOr Obl 1ake MOAyMaTh, YTO KTO-TO MIOCMEET BCKMHYTh HA HETO PYKY C HOKOM.
Heronaneky oT BBICOKOW KaMEHHOW JIECTHMIIBI, BEdyIIel K MPOCTOPHOMY BXOay OOratoro noma,
CTpalllHble HEe3BaHbE TOCTU pa3AeNvInCh. JIOBKO M pemmTenbHO B30Opaaich OHU MO KaMEHHBIM
BBICTYIIAM HAa MPOCTOPHYIO rajiepeio, YKpaulaBIIylo coO0il BTOpOM 3Tax OcoOHsKa. [lexypuBiiue
31eCh CTPAKHUKU, HEYCTAaHHO CJIEJMBIINE 32 O€30MACHOCTHIO CBOETO CIISIIEro MaTpOHA, OKA3aJIHCh
0e33alMTHHI Iepeji KOBAPCTBOM JIOBKHMX M MCIIBITAHHBIX YOUAI. 3 nX nepepe3aHHbIX MEHHBIX apTe-
pUil pyubsIMU TOJMJIACH CBEkasi KpoBb. HOKM XJ1aJHOKPOBHBIX HOYHBIX MOCETUTENEH OBUTH TOTOBBI
UCTIONIHUTD CBOE JIEJI0, IOSTOMY OKa3aJIMCh 3apaHee XOPOIIIO 3aTOUEHBI.

CoH cenaropa ObLT KpenoK. JIMIIb CIIMIITKOM IPOMKHI IIOPOX X BO3HS BOKPYT €ro MPOCTOPHOTO
JI0’Ka, 3aCTABHJIM MOITYJISIPHOTO CEHATOPa OTKPBITH CBOM I71a3a. Ero oObsi1 HeonucyeMsli cTpax, Koraa
riepe]] CBoeil KpoBaThi0 OH YBUEN JJBE YeJIOBEUYECKUE (PUTYphbl B TEMHBIX OICSTHUSIX, TOKPHIBABIINX
UX C HOT JI0 TOJNOBBL. JIMIIa TAMHCTBEHHBIX HE3HAKOMIIEB, OCBEI[aeMble JIyHHBIM CBETOM, Ka3aJIHCh
o4eHb OneqHBIMU. B pykax MX BUAHENTUCh OrpoMHbIe HOXH. Jliomu, Broprimecs: B IOKOU CEHATOpa,
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CMOTpEJIA Ha HErO CBUPEIBIM B3IJISOM, Kak OyATO OH ObUT MX JIaBHUM 3aKJISATHIM Bparom. CeHatop
BAPYT coOpasicsi BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aKpHyaTh, HO BHE3AITHO OH BIAJI B CyeBEPHBIN yKac.

Kak moxwnoii yenoBek, AXuiia oueHb Oosiicst cMepTd. [Iopoio B HOUM, B TIOJIHOM OIMHOYE-
CTBE, eMy HAauMHAJIM MEpelIuThCcs KOmMaphl. Hepeiko B HUX CIUIIKOM BOCHPUMMYMBHINA CEHATOP
MIpe/ICTaBIIsLI ce0s1 MepTBBIM. M BOT yke OH IpeICTaBIsLI, KAK OT MPAYHBIX HOYHBIX CTE€H OTACIISIOTCS
(anTacTrveckue (pUrypsl MOCIAHHUKOB U3 MUPA MEPTBBIX. . .

[Mono6GHoe BUIEHME MPEACTABIIOCh €My U ceifuac, Korjaa, B pasrap CJIMIIKOM JIYHHOW HOYH,
OH YBHJIEJ Tiepe]] cOOOI0 9T CTpaHHbIe (PUTYpbl, HEBEIOMBIM 00pa30M MOMABIIKE B €r0 TIATEIHHO
OXpaHsieMble TIOKOU.

— K0 BBI Takue. .. ?! — MalIMHAIBLHO, HO OYEHb XJIATHOKPOBHO M OTYETIIMBO IIPOU3HEC CEHATOP,
oOparasch K CTPAIIHBIM HOYHBIM TIOCETUTENISIM.

— Crpaxa! — TyT e BO BCIO IJIOTKY ITPOKPHYAT COOpaBIIUIACS ¢ JyXoM ceHatop. — Ctpaxka!

— Axuya! — TPOMKO MPOU3HECIA OJHA M3 YePHBIX TEHEM, JIMIa KOTOPOW B TEMHOTE HeJIb3sl
OBbLIO pa3oOpaTh. — AXWJLIa, MBI TIPUIIUTA K TeOe pajid MECTH.

Hesnakomer pe3Ko U BBICOKO B3MaxHYJ CBOEH PyKOH, B KOTOPOM IpH JIyyax JYHHOTO CBETa
SIpKO OJIECHYJIO XOJIOMHOE JIe3BHE HOXKA.

— Pagu mectu 32 Hammx noruOmmx OparbeB, AXwuia! — BAPYT pe3Ko BCKpUYasia BTOpasi TeHb.

— He cwmetite, 6e3ymIipl! — BRIKPUKHYJT U130 BCeX CHIT AXUILIA.

Hox X71aHOKPOBHOTO YOHMIIBI, C TSKECTHIO OIMYCTUBIIMICS HA HETO CBEPXY, CTPEMHUTENIBHO
poOWII TPYIHYIO KJIETKY CTapuKa-ceHatopa. M3 rpyau AXWUTbl Havalda COYUTHCS TyCTasl TEMHO-
KpacHasi KpoBb. JKU3Hb B Tesle ceHaTopa Hayasla CTPEMUTENIbHO yracaTb. 3 OTKpBITOrO pra cTapuka
pazfaiics JIUIIb OAUH, MOCIIeTHUMI, PEJICMEPTHBIN BOILIb.

VYouiiiia XoTesn HAaHECTH ellle OIVH YBEPEHHBIN yJap B MEPTBOE TeJI0 HEHABUCTHOTO CeHaTopa,
HO HallapHUK JIOBKO OCTAHOBHJI €TI0 PYKY.

—Kuda! [JoBonbHO cBUpEncTBOBaTh! — MPOKpHYAIT TOMOIIHUK YOUiIsl. — CTapuK y:ke MepTB!

[Nory6urens puMCKOro ceHaTtopa 0OepHYJICS M CBUPETIO B3IJISIHYJI HA CBOETO CITyTHHUKA.

— Yo THI NI€3€1B? ! — MPOKPUYAIT OH. — BUIuUIIb ThI, YTO £ elie He 3aKOHYMI?!

— Wpnewm, 6e3yment! Mapk ysxe 3aKOHUMII CBOE JIeJI0! — HallapHUK TTOJIOKHJT CBOIO PYKY Ha I1JIe40
Kudsr.

ToT B mocieHMiA pa3 B3MJISIHYJT HA MEPTBOE TeJI0 AXHIUIBI, KOTOPOE PacIuiacTajJoch Ha OKPO-
BaBJICHHOU MMUPOKo# KpoBaTh. CIycTsi MTHOBEHUE yOUiAlia MOoc/ieJoBajl 32 CBOUM JIPYTOM B pacrax-
HYTYIO JIB€pb, BEdYIIyI0 Ha MPOCTOPHYI0 OATIOCTPaay, OrpaXkAaBIIyl0 BTOPOH 3TaXK CEHaTOPCKOro
noma. ITo Tem ke caMbIM BBICTYNaM, C TIOMOIIBIO KOTOPBIX OHHU MOAHSUTUCH B CHIAJIBHIO CEHATOpA,
Kuda u ero crmyTHUK OCTOPOKHO U TIOUTH OECIIYMHO OICTHIJIMCh B TIOKPBITBI TEMHOTOM POCKOIII-
HBI cajl iepes] TOMOM MOKOMHOTO AXUJUIBL.

— Harre feno cenano, — TUXO MPOrOBOPHMII HAMIAPHUK, — TENePb IJIABHOE, YTOObI MAJIBUMIIIKA
BBITIOJTHHJI BCE, YTO MBI €My MOPYYHIIH.

— CrnoKoWHO, OH 3HAeT, 51 Hay4WI ero, — TMXo nporoBopui Kuda, — Maabuuk BBIOIHUT BCe,
YTO MBI €My TIOPYUIJIH. . .

MarneHbkasi TeHb MEJIbKHYJIA BJIOJIb OCBEIIEHHOW CTEHBI IoMa MOKOWHOro ceHaropa. Hounble
TOCTH, 3aTaUBIIHECS B MBIIITHOM CaJy, YCIBIIIAIM JIETKHE IIark I0HOMIeCKUX HOT.

— Mapk! Tlotoponmcs! — Herpomko npokpuyan Kuga, maxHyB pykoii OexaBiiemMy B X CTO-
POHY MaJIbUMKy B TEMHOM OZIESTHUH.

B pykax MaJIbuMIIKK BUAHEIOCh HECKOIBKO HEOOJNBIINX KOXKAHBIX MEIIOYKOB, KOTOpPhIE OH
KPEINKO 1 OepekJIMBO CKUMAI 00EUMU JIAJOHSIMH.

— ThI B35 Bce, 4TOOBI OBUTO BeJIEHO? — CYpOBO CIPOCHIT CITyTHUK Kudbl y mogdeskapiero K
HUM MaJIbuuKa.
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IOnomma, ybe Mo OBUIO HAMOJIOBUHY CKPHITO TEMHOIN HAKUAKOW U3 JIETKOM, TIOUTH MOTYIPO-
3payHoOM, TKaHH, JIMIIb CJIerKa KUBHYJI rooBoi. Ero pyku eiie Kpernye npuxaiu K rpyay 3aBeTHbIC
MEIIOYKH.

— JIoBOMBHO, MEM, — pelmTeIbHO cKoMaH1oBall Kuda, — pumckasi crpaxka ceffuac OyaeT 371ech.

OH cTpeMUTETLHO HAITPABWJICS K BHICOKOM KaMEHHOM Orpajie, OTCTPOSHHON BOKPYT CEHATOP-
CKOro ocodHsika. HanapHuk-yOwuiilia ¥ 10HOIIA CO CKPBITHIM JIMYMKOM MOcea0Bau Beien 3a Kudoii.

— $1 uyBcTBYI0 OOrarbiii yioB! — MPOrOBOPUJI C XUTPOH YJIBIOKOH Ha CBOMX Ty0ax HarapHHUK
Kudsr.

VXMbUIKa 3Ta HUYYTh HE Kpacuia ero MoJofIoe JIMLIO, MOKPHITOE, OIHAKO, HEKPACUBOW pbIKe-
BaToii 6oponoi. CBOMMU XyIBIMH, BOJIOCATHIMU PYKaMH OH YXBAaTHJICS 32 BBICTYIIBI B OTPajie U JIOBKO
HauaJl iepesie3aTb yepes Hee.

Kuda yxe ycrien nepedparbcst yepe3 orpaxjeHue U MOKUHYTh TEPPUTOPUIO YOUTOTO MM 3HAT-
HOro pumJsiHuHA. I1yrinmMBO CTOSI BO3J/iEe CTEHbl, OH TO U JAE€J0 OIVISABIBAJICS, ONACAsCh MOSBICHUS
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib BHE3AITHOU OMACHOCTH.

— TpycnuBas mikypa! — npormmnen Kuda, korga yBuzesn, 4to ero Crapiini CIyTHUK CITyCKaeTcsl
co creHbl. — Tebe crnenoBago BHaYasle MOMOYb MAJIBUMKY! YV HEro B pykax Harla HaxuBa!

OckopOseHHbIN TAKUM 00pa30M HamapHUK MeTHYJ Ha Kudy cBupensiii B3rsi.

— TBOI1 AATHEHOK W caM MOKET M03a00TUThCS O cede, — MpOoIIuIeNn oH B oTBeT Kude, — eciu
XOuelllb, IOMOraii emy BO BceM cam!

— On Ham Opar! Takoii ke, Kak 1 MbI ¢ ToOo#! OiHO¥ KpOoBH 1 0iHOM Bepbl! — Bckpuuai Kuda.

Ho oH TyT %€ yCroKowICsi, KOrJja YBU/IEI, YTO X CKPOMHBIH IOHBIH CITyTHHK O€30I1acHO repe-
Opasicsi CKBO3b BBICOKYI0 KAMEHHYIO TIPErpajy, COXpaHUB TPH 3TOM BCe MOXHUIIEHHBbIE U3 OOraToro
JoMa JparoleHHOCTH.

— Hy Bor, oH 3aech! — nporoBopu ciiyTHUK Kudsl. — JKuBo# U AplIIanyii, 1 Ha CBOUX HOT'ax.
Tol pan?

['ne-To mo6GMM30CTH pa3aascs TONOT CONAATCKUX HOT U 3BYyUYHBIE rojioca puMckux conaar. Kuga
MIPUJIOKUJT YKA3aTeJIbHBIHN Masiel] K CBOMM rydam, MpuKasbiBas 00OMM CBOMM COYYAaCTHHUKAM 3aMOJI-
yatp. CJierka NpUrHyBILIKCh, OH IIOCJIEIOBAJI HA APYTOM KOHEI] YJIUIbI, TaM, [I€ LIApUJT COBEPILIEHHBIN
MpaK M3-3a TEHU CTOSIBUIMX IUIOTHOM CTEHOW JABYX3TaKHBIX JIOMOB F'OpPOJICKOM 3HATH.

MaxHyB pyKO¥, OH TIOBEJIeJI CBOUM COPAaTHUKAM OBICTPO Ce0BaTh 32 HUM. MajlbuK U MyX-
YMHA [TPEOJIOJIENIN OCBELICHHYIO HOUHBIMU (PaKeIaMu YUy 1 MTHOBEHHO pPaCTBOPWIMCH B HOUHOM
TEMHOTE.

Crpaxa BopBaJiach B JJOM CEHaTOpa AXUJUIBI, HAls1 ero Oe3AbIXaHHOE OKPOBABJICHHOE TEJIO Ha
WCMavYKaHHOW KpoBaTu. Hem3BecTHble yOMidllbl BceMu ioOuMoro B Myree 1meaporo puMcKoro mat-
puLvst OeCCIIeIHO PACTBOPWIIMCH B TYCTOUM M TEMHOMW MYJEUCKOW HOYH.

I'naBa BTOpas
NxTuc

[lecuanas npLb, ’Kapa 1 3amax )KapeHoro Msca LAPUJIM B 3TOT 3HOMHBIN JIETHUI JEHb Ha PIHOY-
Ho# riommaau. OTOBCIOY pa3iaBasIuCh HEMTPUBETIMBbIE KPUKU PEIUTEbHBIX TOPrOBLIEB U IIEPE3BOH
noporoit nocyasl. Jllonqy B pa3sHbIX OfiesHUSIX, OSJHBIX M POCKOIIHBIX, C 3aKPHITBIMU M OTKPBITBIMU
JIMIIAMY, TIarajd B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. KTO-TO MOTUaIMBO OLIEHHMBAN Mpe/IaraeMblii eMy TOBap, KTO-
TO OYpPHO M OTYASTHHO TOPTOBAJICS C BJIAJEIIBIIEM YTBAPHU WM BKYCHOU CHelv. BblT camblii pasrap aHs,
COJTHIIE HEIIaJHO JKIJIO OTOJICHHBIE JIIOICKUE YUACTKH Tela, a HAJ0CJIMBbIE KUPHBIE MyXH OCEan
HA JIMLAX JIIoIel U OTKPBITOM THIIIE.

Kuda He mobu nocemars ppIHOK, eMy 3[€Ch BCe Ka3aJI0Ch CJIMIIIKOM OMep3UTeTbHBIM. OH ObLT
yOeKICHHBIM BEPYIOLIMM, U CTAPAJICS], B YTO/ly CBOMM HACTAaBHUKAM, OTKA3aThCsl OT JTIOOBIX UCKYIIIe-
HUH, KOTOPBIMH OBLIO TaK OOraTo 3T0 3710M01ydyHoe MecTo. OH ObLT MOTHOCTHIO Mpe/iaH CBoeMy OpaT-
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CTBY M OBUI TOTOB TOXEPTBOBATh P CBOMX OpaTheB BCE CAMBIM JIOPOTMM, UTO OBUIO B €r0 KU3HM.
Kuda ayBcTBOBaN ceOst MOUTH CBATHIMU U Oe3rpemHbiM. Ho TOBKO OJMH MOPOK, KaK OH CUUTA,
OTJIEJISUT €70 OT MOJIHOM IyHIEBHOU YMCTOTBI.

— Kuda! Bpar! — paznancs rosoc nozaau Hero.

Kak pa3 B ator MoMeHT Kuca npuiibHy/1 K MPOXJIaJAHON CTeHe OJHOTO U3 HeOOraThiX JOMOB,
PACMONIOKXEHHBIX Ha KPalo peIHOYHOM 1UIommaau. Ha MrHOBeHHe OH 3aKpbLyT IJ1a3a, YTOOBI JaTh CBOEMY
CO3HAHUIO OTJOXHYTb OT YAYIUIMBOM Kaphl U IIyMa, IIAPUBIIETO MOBCIOY Ha YIUIIE.

Ubs-TO MArKasi pyka KocHysach ero ruieda. Kuga obdepnyscs. Psagom ¢ Hum crosn JaBug —
€ro BYEpalllHUi1 CIIyTHUK B HOYHOM peiilie Ha oM ceHaTopa AXuuisl. Ero ManeHbkue cepble Iasku
TPEBOXHO Oerayiy, a Hariblil poT ObUT ICKPHUBJIEH B YPOIJIMBOK yCMEIIIKe.

—MonurtBa cerogns cocroutcsi, Opat Kuda, — ckazan [aBun, pasmisapBas paBHOLYIIIHOE JIUIO0
Kudpsi, — noiinem, 6part, Hac KAYT. ..

— Epmon 6yner Tam? — tuxo cnipocui Kuda.

— VIMeHHO OH M coGupaeT Bcex OpaThbeB u3 Vepymanaiinma, — orserrn JlaBu.

— Tebe oH Benen ObITh 0COOEHHO, — TOOABIII OH.

B TemubIx r1a3ax Kudwl ero codeceiHIK Mpoves HeKylo 03a009eHHOCTb.

— ThI 3HaemIb, YTO OH XOUET MHE CKa3aTh? — CIIpocui1 oH y JlaBuza.

ToT 032004eHHO MOKavyas roJIOBOM.

— Her, — kak-To HepBHO oTBeTHI [JaBuj, — HO y MEHs eCTh HeKasi MbIC/Ib 110 3TOMY TIOBOLY, U
s1 3HAI0, C YeM MOXKET ObITh CBSI3aHO €r0 OCOOEHHOE TIPUIJIAIlICHHE. . .

Kuda na munyty cmytiiicsi. OH pasrajiai XoJ MbICIIel CBOero codeceqHuKa. Mosoapie oau
OOEpHYJIUCh TI0 CTOPOHAM, CTapasich MPOBEPUTh, HE MOACITYIIMBAET JIU KTO-HUOYAb X TUXUHA pa3-
roBOp. 3aJUTasi COJHLIEM W TMOKPHITAsA TYCTHIM TYMAaHOM OT TECYaHOW MbLIA yAua Oblia TOJHA
ToAeH, YXOIAIIMX U UAYIIUX B CTOPOHY KMITAIIErO TOProBiiei peiHKa. KTo-To M3 mpoxokux odopa-
YHMBAJICS B CTOPOHY JIByX MUPHO OeCeyloIuX IOHOIIEH B YePHBIX OfICSHUSIX, YIUBISAChH CXOKECTH
B ux ozexae. OMHAaKO 3TOT CMIOMUHYTHBI MHTEPEC MHUIOM IpOMajaj, KOrjua MpOXOKUN HAuuHAT
YyBCTBOBATb 3amax OJIArOBOHMIA UCXOJSIIMX OT PHIHOYHBIX MPHIAaBKOB. OH OBICTPO 3a0BIBAJT O ABYX
HEJIeTIbIX I0HIIaX, CTOSIBIIMX B CBOEH YEPHOM OfIeKe Ha Kpalo YJMIIB, U CIIEIIIIT KaK MOKHO CKOopee
MONACThb B IIAPCTBO TOPTOBJIU U IMbSIHSAIINX apOMATOB.

— Tebe mydiie MoT4aTh O CBOMX HEJIENBIX JIOragKax, opar, — rpo3Ho ckazan Kuda [lasuny,
Korjga yoeauscs, 4To HUKTO 32 HUMHU He HaOMogaeT.

— 41 xenato Tebe Onara, Opar. — TAMHCTBEHHO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, 0TBeTU [laBu, — $1 mpekpacHo
MOHUMAIO, YTO MOXET MOryOUTh TeOsI ¥ TBOIO JIYIITY.

— Bot u mommuu. — rpo3Ho npousHec Kuda, B ynop misiis Ha CBOero cCopaTHUKA.

JlaBu HUYEro He OTBETUJI, HO MPOTHBHAS YJBIOKA COIILIA C ero ryo.

— Teneps unem, — ckazan Kuda, — ecnu cam enuckon EpMoH kenaetT MeHs1 BUJIETh, 3HAYUT TaK
YIOIHO eMy M BceBbllIHEMY.

JlaBup JMIib cerka KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM M MeJIJIeHHO roriien Beien 3a Kudoi BHU3 1o mpokoin
yJuIie, MpoYb OT IIYMHOTO ¥ MHOTOJTIOJHOTO PHIHKA.

OHHM 1T HEMHOTO TTOOJAJTh APYT OT JIpyra, CTapasich MPUBJIEKATh K cede KaK MOKHO MEHbIIE
BHUMaHMs Mpoxoxux. ['oponckue ymuipl ObutM HanomHeHbl HapogoM. o Kudwsl u ero crytHuka
MePUOJMYECKH JIOHOCHJIHCH CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE OOJIBIIE BCETO Terleph BOJTHOBAJM JKUTENIE BCEH MPoO-
BUHIIMU. YyBCTBOBaJIOCh, YTO ['0pO/1 OUEHb XOPOIIIO 3HAJ O BYEPAIIHEM CTPAIIHOM YOUNCTBE PUM-
CKOTO CeHaTopa, 1 Terepb ¢ HETepIeHNEM U MCITyTOM OXUAAT peakiu puMiisiH. OIHAKO TOBCIOAY,
OT JIOMa K JIOMY, CPe/ii UyleeB I[apCTBOBAIM OJHM CIYXH M JAOTaJKU OTHOCHTEJHHO peaKIMy Biia-
creit. Bee 3Ham miib oqHO — KTO yous. O, 9TH HeHaChITHbIE (haHATUKHU, UMsI KOTOPBIX CTapajiich He
MIPOM3HOCUTB, CTaIM OEICTBUEM HE TOJIBKO JJIs1 PUMCKHUX BJIACTEH, HO ¥ JIJIs1 CAMOM IPOBUHIMU. DTy
OI'POMHOIO CEKTY HEHABU/IEIM MHOTHE, HO ellle OoJbIlie ee OOsLTHCh.
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Kuda n JaBua, npoxons MUMO TOTO WM MHOTO Y€JIOBEKa, OIIYIIAI Ha ceOe HeHABUCTHBIN
B3IJISI/ TIPOX0Xkero. MHOTMe U3 3[1eCh 3HAM UX, U 3HAJIM, TAKXKe, YTO 3T JABOE MPOMOBEAYIOT i KOMY
nokJIoHsIoTcs. Ho BbIpasuTh cBOe Npe3peHue K HUM, MHOTHE OTKPBITO HE PElIajIvCh.

— Tak 4t0 xe, OpaT? — BAPYr OCTAaHOBHMBIIKCH M TIOJOXKAAB CBOETO COOOIIHUKA, CIPOCHIT
Kuda. — Yto Teneps 3areBaoT 66300:KHUKH U Y3ypHaTOPhl, U3BECTHO Tebe?

JaBuj cTaji nmoyeMy-To yrpioM M mien nozaau Kudsl, HU3KO CKJIOHUB CBOIO TOJIOBY.

— B T'opox ckopo nomkeH rpuObiTh Le3app MakcuMuH, — TUXO OTBETWIT OH, Hacturast Kudy,
Y OCTAQHOBUBIIIUChH PSJIOM C HUM. — JIJIsl HAC U BCeX OpaTheB TO HE CYJIUT HIUYETO XOPOIIETO. ..

— Ham HM Kk yemy O0SIThbCSI pUMIISIH U MIX BJIACTH, — ckasay Kuda, — ux MorymiecTBo cKopo
3aKOHYMTCSI, BJIACTU MX HE CYKAEHO MPOIOIKATHCS JAOJIbIIIE MX ITPABUTENIEH.

JlaBu] He cTaj MpOoJoIKaTh MPOCTPAHHBIN Auaor. [lanee OHM MPOIOIKUIA CBOH MyTh B TOJI-
HOM MomyaHud. LIespio uX KOpOTKOro myTelecTBHs ObLT HEOOBIION ABYXSTaXKHBIN JI0M, PACIIONo-
KMBLIMICA B IIIyXOM U TeMHOM niepeyJke. CosHIe NOYTH He TPOHUKAJIO B 9TOT TECHBI U TEMHBIN
yTOJI, IO3TOMY TYT IJapHJIa MPHUATHAS MPOXJiaaa. [JJoM 3TOT He mpeCTaBIIsiI OO0 YTO-THMO0 0COOEH-
Hoe. BorbInas TeMHasi [Bepb M HECKOJIBKO KPOXOTHBIX OKOH. Ho HaOmogaTebHblA ero moceTuTeNb
00s13aTeIbHO 0OpaTUJI Obl CBOE BHIMAHHUE Ha HEKYIO JieTalib. Ha cTeHe 3manust, psjioM ¢ BXOJHOM JiBe-
PbI0, KpacoBaJIOCh HEKOE N300pakeHne, HauepTaHHOE, BEPOSITHO, KAKOM-TO SIPKOH Kpackou. M300pa-
JKEHHUE TO OBUIO CHITBHO MOXO0KeE Ha TOJIBIN priOuii ckeneT. HUKakux Hamucei BO3Jie CTOMb CTPAHHOM
KapTUHKH HEe ObLI0, U TIOTOMY MPOCTON MPOXOKHMIA HEPEMEHHO MPUHSLI OBl €€ 3a JOBOJIBHO CTpaH-
HyI0 (baHTa3MI0 HEU3BECTHOTO XyHAOKHUKA. OIHAKO T U3 TOPOXKaH, KOTOPHIX B T€ BpeMeHa NMEHO-
BaJIM MPE3PUTENILHBIM CIIOBOM «XPUCTHAHE», TPEKPACHO 3HAIU 3TOT 3HAK. DTO OBUT UX «UXTHC» —
n300paxkeHre pelObl UM ee CKeJleTa, KaKk CUMBOJI MX PEJIUTUHU, CUMBOJ, B KOTOPOM JIOBKO CKpBIBA-
JIOCh M1 UX TJIABHOTO OOkECTBA M IIPOPOKA.

Kuda n [JaBua Takske XOpoIo 3HaIM 3Ha4eHHe 3Toro cuMBosia. OHU OCTOPOKHO M TUXO TIOJ0-
IIJTM K MAaCCHBHOW JIepeBsHHOM J1Bepy. [laBu] He criella mocTyvas B Hee, POBHO CeMb pa3, Kak ObUIo
YCJIOBJIEHO MEXJy HUM U X03sieBaMH 3TOro xuiuia. O0a rocts 3aCTbUIM B TPEBOKHOM OXKHJAHUM.
CrycTsi Kakoe-TO BpeMsi OHH, COIPOTHYBILIUCH, YCIIBIIIAM 3BYK OTBOpSIIOIErocs 3acosa. [IBepb pac-
MaxHy/a ye HemoJonasi HU3KOpocias KEHIMHA C CebIMUA BOJIOCAMH M OY€Hb NMPOH3UTETbHBIMU
cepbiMu 1a3amu. Ee onestHue ObUTo KpaiiHe OeqHbIM U MOTPENAHHBIM, U JIUIIb OYChl U3 MAJICHBKUX
Pa3HOLIBETHBIX KaMHEM, BUCEBIIIME Ha TOJICTOMH Iiee, MPUIaBaIl KEeHIIMHE HEMHOTO OoJiee TPHIIeK-
HBIN BUJL.

— OH X7IeT Bac. — CcKa3aJia KeHIIIHA COBEPIIEHHO PAaBHOAYIIIHBIM T'OJIOCOM, OIJISIIEB MOJIOJBIX
MYKYMH 1 TIOHSIB, 3a4eM OHH TPUIILIH.

Ona nponyctuiia ux B 1oM. Kuda u [laBu Moirda v oYTUTEILHO BOIIUTH B IPOXJIAJHBIA MPaK,
KOTOPBIT ITApWJI B 9TOM OeHoM kuwiie. O6a OHM ¢ KaKUM-TO OCOOEHHBIM TPENeTOM paccMaTpH-
BaJIM TOPS/IOK, ApUBIIMIA B JoMe. Ho HMYero npumMeyaresibHOrO IOHOIIM, KaK HEe CTapasvch, pas-
[JIs1IeTh He MOITH. B toMe 1apuit Mpak M3-3a 3aKpBITHIX CTABHSMU OKOH, IJIMHSIHAs cepasi Mocy/a,
HUYEM HEe HAIlOJTHeHHasl, CTOsIIa B pa3HbIX yIIax KWJIMINA, B BO3IyXe CTOST CMpaj OT JaBHO HAUM-
CTHUBILICHCS OJIK/Ibl M TPSI3HBIX JIIOACKUX Tel.

— Bparss1, mporiry Bac, — IpOroBopuiia XmMypasi X03s1iKa MOYTEHHOTO IoMa, — OyAbTe CMUPEHHBI
niepen HAM, 00 nyx Ero u 31ech 1 conpoBoXkgaeT Hac.

Kuda u [laBun nout HUUEro He MOHSUIM B OOPMOTaHMH STOM CTApOW JIEBbI, OTHAKO B YHHUCOH
KUBHYJIU €1 B OTBET.

JKenmuHa Hantynana CBOei CTapuecKor pyKoi HEOOJBINYIO IEPEBSHHYIO BEPb, KOTOpasi XUT-
POYMHO CHpSITAJIach MOCPEOy TPA3HBIX cepbiXx cTeH. C OONbIIMM YCHIIMEM HaJaBUB Ha Hee, OHa
CyMesa pacriaxHyThb 3Ty KPOXOTHyW0 ABepily. B orkpeiBiiemcs: mpoeme Kuda u JaBua yBunenu
HEeOOJBIION TOHHENb, BEAYIIUI B TOABA JoMa. [ ie-To B camMoil IiryOrHe ero I0HOIIM pasIiisiaesu
craObIil MepIAIOIIVIA CBET.
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— OH Tam, BHU3Y. — CKa3aJia JKeHIIMHA, OTXO/s OT MPOXOJia U MPHIJIaIliast IOHOIIE! MOCIeJOBaTh
BHU3. — BpaThsi ¢ HUM, ¥ OHHU KAYT Bac.

Mortoziple MyXXYMHBI BCTYIIHJIM B Y3KHMI ¥ TEMHBIH TIpoxof. EnBa oHM MpoiBUHYIMCH HEMHOTO
BHU3, KaK YCJIBIIIAIM, YTO MaJIeHbKas JIBEpb M03a/IM HUX MTPOBOPHO 3aXJIONHYJIach. BHU3Y, Tam, rae
Meprai cnadblii OTOIECK KOCTPa, CIBIIAINCH YbH-TO TUXHE Tonoca. Kuda u [laBua 6e3 Tpyna paso-
OpaJiii MOJIUTBEHHOE TIECHOTICHHE.

— Onwm Hauaym 6e3 Hac! — HeIoBOJIbHO cKkazan Kuda.

— Hy xoneuHo, 6pat! — orBeti1 emy daBun. — 51 OblT BBIHYRKJIEH UCKATh TeOsl IO BCEMY IPO-
KJISITOMY PBIHKY !

— 3amonuu. ..

Tonoca BHMBY BApYT cTanu Triie. Ka3anock, 4To MprUCyTCTBOBABIIIKE TaM YCIIBIIIAM IHIAry MPHU-
ONMMKABIIUXCS IOHOIIIEH.

CrycTrBIIHCH TIO Y3KOMY ITPOXOY B HeOoubiyio nieniepy, Kuda u [JaBu cMorim pasrisaerh
HECKOJIbKO MYKCKUX CHITy3TOB, KOTOPBIE OKPY:KaJI HEOOJIBIIION KOCTEP, TOPEBIIMH MPSIMO Ha XOJIO/-
HOM KaMEeHHUCTOM Toiny. Bee cobpasiimecs: B 3TOM HEOOIBIIIOM MTOTAEHHOM MeCTe ObLIH OJIETHI B TEM-
Hble ofiestHUs. VIX jui] He ObUIO BUAHO, HO BeeX, Koro Kuda u ero criyTHHUK yBUIeNH B Tienepe, ornpe-
JEIEHHO MOXHO ObLJIO IPUHSATH 32 MYKUHH.

O6a BoIeammMX OHOIIY B IOIyMpaKe MOYYBCTBOBAJIH, KaK HA HUX BHUMATEJIBHO CMOTPST BCE
coOpaBIIKECs B STOM CTPAHHOM MeECTe.

Tem BpemeHeM OfJHA U3 TEMHBIX (PUTYp, /10 TOrO OCTaBaBIIAsICsl OE3yYaCTHOM K TOSIBICHUIO
HOBBIX TOCTEH, MeJJIEHHO TIOBEpHYJIach B cropoHy Kudws u [Japuna.

— Bparsps, — npo3Byyasl KpenKuil MyKCKO rojloc, — Bbl 3[€Ch, S KJaJ Bac. ..

CkazaBImii 3T0 yKa3aJl BOIIEAIINM Ha CBOOOIHOE MECTO BO3JIe KOCTpa.

Te NmocyIHO MOBUHOBAIUCH, MPOIIUIY K YKQ3aHHOMY MECTY U He CIellla Celv, CKPECTUB CBOM
HOTH.

3aroopuBiumil ¢ Kudoi u laBuiom okazancs MyxkuuHON cpeqHUX JieT. CBeT, UCXOASIUT
OT KOCTpa, BBIXBATUJI €r0 JIMIO U3 TIOyMpPaKa U JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIO OCBETHUII €ro. JIUIO0 MyKUMHBI
errie ObUIO MOJIONO, HeOOJIbINAs TyCTast TeMHast O0pO/Ia, JIUIIIb ¢ HeOOJIBIIIUMU MPOOJIECKAMU CEIMHBI,
O4eHb Xopolo emy 1ia. Korga sTor yenoBek 3aroBaprBali, MPpUCYTCTBOBABIINE MOTJIH JTIOOOBATHCS
ero OeJIOCHEeKHBIMH ¥ pOBHBIMHU 3y0amu. JI0O ero Obl1 HEBBICOKMM, HO 3TOT HEJJOCTATOK 3aTMEBAJICS
KPacHUBBIMH TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH Y TYCTHIMUA POBHBIMHU OPOBSIMU HaJ| OOJIBIIMMU YE€PHBIMHU TJ1a3aMH.
[omoc ero ObLT Tak ke JJAKOHMYEH U KPACHB, KaK M BHEIITHOCTH 3TOro OaropoaHoro myxa. s Kudsr,
KOTOPBIN CeJl KaK pa3 HalpPOTUB STOTO YeJIOBEKa, He OCTAaBaJOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHMH — Tepe] HUM
EITICKOI XPUCTHAHCKOM cekThl B Mepyrmamanme — EpmoH.

— I Gnaronmapio He0O, 3a TO, YTO 51 BHOBb BUKY TeOsl, MUIIOCTHBBIA MOW YUUTENb. .. — IPOMU3HEC
C BEJIMKUM MOYTEHUEM B cBoeM rosyioce Kuda.

JlaBuj, CUIEBIIUI PSIOM C HAM, JIMIIb CJIETKa CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY B 3HAK YBa)KEHUS Mepe]l TAKUM
BJIASITENTBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

— Ycnex Baield MUCCUM MUHYBILIEH HOUYBIO BCEJIMJI B HAC MHOTO PajIocTH, Opat, — MPOU3HeC
EpMoH, MoJIokuB CBOIO pyKy Ha 11e4o Kudwl, — OIHUM MPEeCcTyHUKOM U 0e300:KHUKOM K PaJoCTH
Halllel CTajio0 MEHBIIIE.

Kuda omoOpsitoriie KUBHYJI roioBoi. B 3Ty MUHYTY OH MpeaBKyIIal OT eMUCKONa MHOTO ClIajI-
KHX TIOYECTel U TOXBAJIBI 32 YOUNCTBO HEBEPHOTO.

— 51 ObI XOTEN 3HATh, YUUTEITh, TIOILIO JIM COKPOBUIIE YOMTOTO CEHATOpa, KOTOPOE MBI C TAKUM
TPYIOM JIOOBLIH, Ha TIOMOIIIb HaleMy OpaTcTBy? — BAPYT npousHec [aBu.

Cpenu codpaBIIMXCS BO3JIE CKPOMHOTO KOCTpa pa3[aJicsl HEMPUS3HEHHBIH MIETOT.

Kuda ysuzen, kak EpMOH M1aBHO OTBEJT OT HEr0 CBOM MSTKUM YJIBIOUMBBINA B3IJISIT M TIEpeBe
€ro Ha BOITPOIIABIIETO.
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— HecomuenHo, 6par. — npysxkemooHo oTBeTr EpmMoH. — Bee, 4To BbI liepeaiy B Ty HOUb MOUM
MOC/IaHHUKaM, Oy/IeT yroTpedieHo Ha OaropogHoe JIeo.

JlaBu1 XOTes POM3HECTH ellie YTO-TO, HO OH CJIMIIKOM CHJILHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ Ha ceOe BCe Te
HEeTPUSA3HEHHBIE B3IJISI/Ibl, KOTOpbIE ObUTH YCTPEMJICHBI HA HETo U3 NoflyMpaka. ['Hetyas armocgepa
TECHOM MelIepbl, MaJICHbKUX U MIPOTUBHBIX SI3BIKOB [JIAMEHHU, UCXOUBIIMX OT KOCTPA, U yIyILTUBON
JyXOTbI BAPYT BCKPYXKHUJIU €0 TOJIOBY.

— Ho ceronns Hac uHTepecyet 6osee pyroe Jeso, JOporoi oOpar. — MpOJOJIKUI CBOIO pedb
EpmoH. — XonAT cityXu, 4To HaJl TAPAHOM CTYIIAIOTCS TYYH, U Terepb OH HAMEPEH BHIMECTHTh CBOKO
37100y Ha Hac.

— Myuuremo Bcero BocToka u Bcex Hac, MpaBeqHbIX, CKOPO MPHUIET KOHEIl. — JOOABUII BAPYT
B vccryriennu Epmon. — Cam [ocriosis mociiait Takoe BUIECHKE BIIbIKaM BCEX LEPKBE.

— Tenepy Ham MPEACTOUT MEPEKUTH BETUKOE MyUYEHHE, — IPOIOIIKAI EIHUCKOIL, — U BbI JIOJIKHBI
OBITH TOTOBBI K 9TOMY.

— MBblI TOTOBBI, YUuTElTb, — CAMO3a0BEHHO Mpou3Hec Kuda.

— 41 3Ha10, — BHOBb OOpAaTWJI HA HEro CBOW B30p EPMOH, — CKakH TOJILKO, TOTOBBI JIM T€, KOTO
TeOe BBEPUJIU B yueHHe?

— Ha, yuurenb, — orBeTs1 Kuda, — 10HOIIA, KOTOPOTrO Thl BBEPUII MHE, TOTOB pa3Jie/IuTh CTPa-
JaHWsl C HAMU U TIepeiTH B 11apcTBo Ero.

Epmon HeHanonro ymonk. OH 3aKpbUl CBOM TPEKpacHbIe IJia3a U CXKaJl CBOU IyXJIble TYOBI.
Kuda, JaBua u ocranbHble OpaThsi, cOOpaBIIMecs B 3TOH IyIIHOM NelIepe, MoIYa OKUIaIH ero Jalb-
HEUIIMX CJIOB.

— O, MakcumuH. .. O, HEHaBUCTHHK HAIIIEro JieJia. .. — TUXO MPOrOBOPUIT SITUCKOII.

— 51 BUKy, UTO HaM IPEJCTOSAT CTpAIlIHbIe TOHEHWS U MCTs3aHMs, — cKa3ajl EpMOH, OTKpBIB
J1a3a ¥ MOCMOTPEB Ha COOPABIIUXCS.

— Ham Bor ¢ Hamu, yumnTens. .. — cka3ai BHe3anHo [laBun. — YouBaTh ux, youBath 0e300:KHU-
KOB... Y Hac Ternepb eCTb OpPY:KUE, MHOTO Opykus! XepeMm...
— OcrtaBb, Opar... — otBeTMs1 EpMOH. — [TaBHOE Halile opyxue 9To NMOKJIOHeHHe Haiemy Bory.

Ero Bosie MbI OIHOCTBIO MOKOpsieMcsl. .. OH JacT HaM 3HaTh, KOTJIa HACTAHET BPeMsl Xepema.

Kuda u JaBu panuck B 60i, UM X0TeJ0Ch ertie Oobine KpoBr. OHU KeJaal yHUUTOXKUTD KaK
MOXHO OOJIbIIIe HEBEPHBIX 1 0e300KHMKOB, Xy/IUTeNIeH MpaBeJHON iepkBU. HejapHee ux 3noaesiHue,
yOMIICTBO OE30PYKHOTr0 OOraToro pUMIISTHUHA, KOTOPOTO OHM BOCIIPUHUMAIIM KaK OJJHOTO U3 CaMbIX
SIPOCTHBIX TIPOTUBHUKOB MX BO3JIOOJIEHHOM CEKThI, BCEJIMIIO B STUX IOHOIIEH eriie OOJIbIe aTYHOCTH
¥ 37100B1.

— 4 mporiry Bac He 3a0bIBaTh HAIIIM LIEIM U HAIIH 3aTI0BEIH, OpaThsi. — cTporo npousHec EpMoH.

— Bce Te cokpoBuina, 4To Bbl MPUHECH HEIABHEN HOYBIO U3 IOMa MTPOKJISITOrO AXUILIbL, CIps-
TaHBI. — TPOAOJIKAJ enucKor. — M oHn OymyT ynorpeOiieHsl Ha puoOpeTeHne opykusi st GOpbObI
¢ 6e360xHuKamu. Ho s mporiry Bac. .., B3bIBaIO K BaM. .., HIYETO HEe MpeIIpUHAMANTe OoKa !

B mazax JlaBuna cBepkHya cBupenas 37100a.

— A Kak ke KpoBb Halmx OpartbeB, yunutesnb?! Korna Ml 6ynem McTUTh nM?!

EpMOH moaHsiT CBOIO KPENKYI0 TEMHYIO PYKY, eJlasi OCTAHOBUTb CBUPETIOTO IOHOMTY.

— Bpems nipuzeT, ¥ Mbl yAapuM MM IpsSIMO B CIIMHY, — TBEPIO MPOU3HEC OH, — HO MOKa MBI
JOJKHBI KJATh. . .

— XKnatp... Koath B TO BpeMsi, TOKAa pUMJISTHE XBaTalOT HAC, MyYalOT HAaC, CKApPMJIMBAIOT 3Be-
pam?! — onsATh HAAMEHHO M CBUPEIIO BOCKJIMKHY [JaBu,.

— Knars yero...? IToka Hac coBceM He ocranercd? Korma coBcem MornOHeT Haile JIeio. .. 7!

Jluto laBuia uckasmiock ot 3710061, OH kaxaan kpoeu. OH XoTes1 yOUBaTh.

EpMoHn Buien 3To, BUJIEIN 3TO 1O €ro riazaM. DTOT I0HOoMIa ObUT ONAceH, OMaceH il OKpyxka-
IOIIMX, OTAaceH I HerO Camoro.
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— Yuurensb ckazan Tede. .. Bpems erie He npuiuio! — BAPYT monbitaics yeMuputh ero Kuda. —
UYero Thl TOOMBACIIILCS CBOCH CBUPETIOCTHIO?

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI YOUHIIBI HAIIIUX OpaTheB MOMYyYMIU cBoe! — cTporo ckaszai [Jasua. — Bmecto
3TOrO MbI TIOJIyYaeM €Ke/IHEBHBIE ITyCThIe MTPOTIOBEIN !

JaBup ObuT B30EIIEH, TeNleph OH PEIInII BHICKA3aTh EMUCKOIY CBOE HETOJOBAHUE.

— Th1 gOMTKEH OOBSABUTD XEPEM, YUHTENb. — CKa3aJl OH, IIPSIMO CMOTPS B IJ1a3a EMUCKOITY.

EpmoHn npoposskutensHoe BpeMst Momdyast. CiycTst BpeMsl clierka CKJIIOHHUII CBOIO TOJIOBY M MOKa-
ya ei.

— 51 He cTaHy BBHINONHATH TBOU M3JHUIIHKIE MPOChOBI, Opar [JaBua, — ckaszan enuckor, — A Te0s
camoro, Opar, si oIy HOKUHYTb JIOM CEl.

HaBupg Obul ynuBieH. Tem He MeHee, OH He 3aCTaBWJI ceOsl JKAaTh. BRICTPO MOAHSIBIIKCH CO
CBOETO MeCTa, OH HAIPABUJICS K Y3KOMY KAMEHHOMY BBIXOIly U3 TEMHOU HEIIEpHI.

— Xnu mens, 6par... — mporoBopui emy Benen Kuda.

Kak Tonpko [laBu ncues u3 TEeMHOTO CKJIena, pacroIoKeHHOTO MPSIMO MO JOMOM YBaKaeMoro
eIMCKOMa, CPear COOPABIIMXCS B TEMHOTE JIOJEH pa3asics HeJOBOIbHBINA POIIOT.

—DTOT AETEHBII OTYOUT U ce0s1 1 CBOMX OpaTheB, eMUCKOMN | — CKa3asl O[MH U3 JIIOEH B YePHOM
OJIICSIHUU.

— Ero HyXHO OTIanmuTh OT BCEH HAIlel Bephl, U OT ero OpaTheB TOXe!.. — pa3fgalics JApyrou
HE/IOBOJIbHBIN TOJIOC.
— YOparthb ero... — BHOBb [TPO3BYYAJIO B MOJYMpPAKe TEIepsl.

Kuda xnan toro, uro emy ckaxer EpmoH. OH He oOpaliai HUKaKoro BHUMaHMS Ha BO3IJIACH
TEMHBIX (PUTYp BO3JIE KOCTpa. B3 ero ObUT cocpeoTOUEH JIMIIb Ha JIUIE CBOETO JIIOOMMOTO YUu-
TeJIs.

— Tuxo, Opathsi, MOJIO BAC. .. — IIPOTOBOPHII EIUCKOII.

B nonympake memmepsl BHOBb yCTaHOBUJIACh TUIIMHA. KocTep Ha KaMeHHO# TUTTe MOYTH A0TO-
pad.

— 41 BBepsit0 3a060Ty 00 3TOM 3a0Ty/AIIEM YeIOBEKE eMy, — CKa3al eMKCKOI, YKa3aB CBOeH PyKOu
Ha Kudy, — mycTh OH ipuMeT pelieHue, 4to Aenarh ¢ STUM IMOMEIIaHHbBIM yOUNTIEH.

Kuda kuBHYI ronoBoii B 3HaK corsacusi B3siTh Ha ce0s perieHue cyapobl JaBuaa.

— Bornee Toro, eMy s BBepsiio MpaBO PyKOBOAUTH CY/IOM. .. — IPOAOIKHIIT €TTUCKOIL.

— Cynom Haj 6e300)KHUKaMK 1 OOTOXYJIbHHUKAMHM, TIPABOM YCTPOUTH Xepem!

INocnenuue cnoa envckona EpmMona BeI3Basm Oosbinoe BoMHEHHe cpean coOpasmmxcs. Kuga
ObLJT yIUBJIEH, OH C HEIOHMMAHKUEM U BOIIPOCOM B IJIa3aX CBOMX CMOTPEJT Ha eMUCKOIIA.

— Tebe, Tede, CHIH MO, MIPEACTOUT PYKOBOAUTH BOCCTAaHHMEM, B KOTOPOM MBI ITOKApaeM BCEX
HAIMX MMPUTECHUTENIeN! — IMPOIOIIKAJ B KYTKOM MCCTYIUIEHUH envcKorl. — O, Mbl OOpYIIMM Ha HUX
HaIll THeB, MBI OyJieM yOuBaTh UX BO uMs bora Haiero, KpoBbIO U CTpajiaHMeM 3arloJIOHUM BCIO 3Ty
3eMITIO. . .

Kuda xax u enmckor npeObIBaj B paiocTHOM ucctyruiennu. Cnosa EpMoHa, 1 ero nCKpeHHsis
mMoOOBb K CBOMM yYEHHMKAM BJOXHOBHJIA U BCEIMJIA B HETO OOJBIIYIO PaIOCTb.

— Cyn Haz 6e300)KHUKAaMM MBI HAUHEM TOT[Ia, KOT/a I1aBHbIA My4uTesb BepHercs B Mynero. —
ckazast EpMOH, BBIXO/IS1 M3 CBOETO ITyTAIOIEro UCCTYTUIEHUS. — Thl JOJIKeH MOATOTOBUTH CBOIO MACTBY
K BOCCTaHHMIO.

Kuda onoGputenbHO KUBHYJT TOJIOBOM.

— Tl 1OJTKEH MOATOTOBUTH CBOMX MOCTIEI0BATENEH K MyYeHHUECTBY M BO3MOKHOW CMepTH. MBI
MOXEM TOTMOHYTh, €CIIM BCE JeJI0 TPOBATIMTCS, HO MOTMOHEM MBI C PAJOCThIO HA HAIIMX JIMIIAX, BO
ums1 bora u napcTBa ero. .. — aTeTHYeCKH 3aKJII0UMIT eMHUCKOTI.

— S rotoB, yuurens. .. — ¢ ogoopenuem npousHec Kuda.

TsoKenoe MoIMYaHUe YCTAHOBMIIOCH B TIOMYTEMHOM CKJIETIE, CPeld COOPABILIUXCS 3arOBOPIIIHU-
KOB.
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— Yro arnen TBoit? Tot Manbuuk? ['otoB v oH? — Bapyr cripocuit Epmon y Kudpbl.

I'maza Kubl cBepKHY/IM OrOHBKOM 3aCTEHUYMBOCTU. [ yOBI €r0 KPEINKO CHKAJHCh.

— OH roToB, y4uTeNb, OH MOCIEIYET 32 MHOM. .. — POOKO OTBETHII OH.

EpMoH nmiib cierka KUBHYJI FOJIOBOM.

— Teneps cryman, cbiH MoOi... TBoe cTao arHueB kJeT TeOs. — CKa3al B 3aKJIIOYEHUH eIu-
ckor. — Crynaii. ..

IOHoIma nogHsICSA CO CBOEro MecTa, ¢ BeJMKOH JTI0OOBBIO TIOCMOTpEN Ha CBOETO YUUTelNs, 1
HEeMe/1JIs1 HalpaBUJICS K BHIXOLY M3 TeMHOTO norpeda. Tam, HaBepxy, ero */Jajl BEpHbIN, XOTsI U BECbMa
OIACHBIM, IPYT.

keksk

JlaBuj1 oToIIes mojasbiie OT 3I0MOMYyYHOro A0Ma, Ha CTeHe KOTOPOrO KPacoOBAJICS MAJICHbKHIA
CHMBOJI 3arOBOPIIMKOB — «HUXTHC», MPEACTABIISBIIMNA COOOM KpOBaBblil pbIOMii ckeneT. OH CTosi,
MIPUCJIOHUBIIIACH K CTeHe HEOOJBIIIOrO A0Ma, PACTIOIOKUBIIETOCS MPSMO TIOCPEIN 3aJTUTON COTHIIEM
ymutiel. CoJTHIIE HEellaTHO JKTJIO TYCThIe phlKKe KyapH Ha ero rojiose. Ho JlaBuy kak OyaTo He 3amevat
TOTO kapa, KOTOpBIA mapui Ha yiurie. OH ObuT yrpioM. HU3KO MOHYPHUB CBOKO TOJIOBY M CKPECTUB
PYKH Ha TPYIIH, OH OKUAaN MosiBieHnsT Kudpwi.

Ero apyr nosiBusicst cHapyxu BHe3armHo. Kvidha ObICTpO BBIIIEI M3 MOTyMpaKa, KOTOPBIA Iapul
3a pacraxHyToW JepeBsSIHHON aBepbio joMa Epmona. JlaBun yBuesn, Kak ero Apyr ObICTpO MpuoOiu-
’kKaeTcs K HeMy, HO He KaKMX 3MOIIUIA TIPY 3TOM Ha ero JIUIe He BO3HUKJIO.

— Yo ¢ Toboi, 6par? — cipocuit Kuda, mpudnmxasch K CBOeMy HallapHHKY.

Hasua momuan. OH MogHSAN cBOM Tia3za u nmocMotpen Ha Kudy. B ria3ax oHommM yutaimch
THEB ¥ pa30yapoBaHUe, B HUX OBUIO YTO-TO, YTO MOKA HE MOIJIO OBITh BBICKa3aHO.

— Crapuk ckazal Bce, UTo XOTeJs cKa3aTh? — ocBegomMusics laBu.

— Ha... — enBa cabiiHO otBeTHI Kuda.
OH orIs/1eN MycTyIo YWY, OCTEPEerasich TOro, YToObl KTO-HUOY/Ib HE TIOJICITYIIA X peve.
— Ham yxe Hegonro ocrajiochk xaark, 6par. .. — OpicTpo npousHec Kuda, — Yuurens yBepeH,

YTO CKOpO BJAaCTU 0€300)KHUKOB MpPUAET KOHEll. Mbl M3rOHUM MX C HAllled CBATOW 3eMJIH... MBI
ounctuMmcs. .. Hac xner napcrso Ero...

Ha nenpusatHom nuue aBraa He BO3HUKJIO HUKAKUX 3Mouui. OH JMIIb MOJTYa OTOIIEN OT
CTEHBI ¥ HAITPaBWJICA BBEPX 110 YJIMLIE.

Kuda nociymzo nocnegosai 3a HUM.

— Kyna T8I ceituac, 6pat? — CIIpociil OH, TOCIYIIHO WS 03311 CBOETO BEPHOTO CITyTHHKA.

— Jlomoid, 6par. .. — OTBETHJI YCKOPUBIIHIA CBOM Tiar JlaBu.
OH BIpyr OCTaHOBWJICS U, OOEPHYBIINCH, IOCMOTPEN Ha CBOETO MaTPOHA YCTABIIIUM B30POM.
— Ipomy 1eds1, npyr, He ciaeayi ceituac 3a MHOM... — Ckazan oH Kude. — Ctymaii k Hei...

Wiy, eme siydinie, HABECTU CBOETO arHIla.

Kuda ocranoBusics. B ero miaszax Belpa3uiach CUIbHAsI paCTePSHHOCTb.

— Crynaii... [Ipomy Te6s... — noTopu JlaBua, cHOBa Mpojoimkast cBoit mar. — Ha cerogus
MHE JOBOJIBHO TBOETO OOIIECTBa, MPOIIai.

Kuda ocrasnicst B coBepiiieHHOM oinHOuYecTBe. Ero paiocTHOE MCCTyIUIEHHE TIOCie BCTPEYH C
Epmonom OpicTpo mpornuio. Teneps eMy xoTesnoch Gecepl ¢ KeM-HuOyab. EMy X0Teoch movayBCTBO-
BaTh YbIO-TO AYLIEBHYIO IIPUBSI3aHHOCTH K ce0e.

Kak TOJbKO CHITyST ero BEpHOTO JIpyra CKpbUICS 3a apKOW OJIHOTO M3 JIOMOB Biajieke, Kuda
pEIInI HABECTUTD JIPYroro, He MeHee JJOPOroro JUIsi HEro 4esioBeKa.

I'nmaBa Tperbs
Bo3sspaienne mnepatopa
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370 OBUI OfIHA THICSYA IIECTHAECST MIECTOM IOl OT OCHOBaHUs Prma.

HouHoil Mpak MOKpbLT cOO0 Bce TPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT KAMEHHOM JOPOTH, BeIylIen K CJIaB-
HOMy ropoxy Vepymanaiiumy. ITouTy 6e33BydHO B T'yCTOM U TEIIOM MpaKe 3/elIHel HOuM JBUra-
JIMCh TTIOBO3KHM U HE CIiella CKakaiu Jomaad. HeGombInoe BOMCKO JBUrajoCch B HAPABJICHUH ThICS-
YeJIeTHEro ropoya.

Ecnmu Ob1 KTO-TO M3 JTIOfIel CITy4YaiiHO OKa3asicsl Ha MBLUTBHOM JOPOre B CTONb MO3/IHUH Yac, TO
OH efBa Obl CMOT pasrajiaTh, HACKOJIBKO CHJIbHASI M MOTYIIECTBEHHAsl JIMYHOCTh HAXOAMUJIACh Ceii-
Yac rmocpeau OOJBIION TPyl pUMCKUX comaT. Cpeau OONBIION apMaibl, COCTOSIIIEH M3 XOPOIIO
BOOPYKEHHBIX PUMCKHX JIETMOHEPOB, HAXOIUJICS TOT, KOTO B TO BpeMs IMEHOBAJIH ITPABUTENIEM BCETO
Bocroka.

JIM4HOCTB 3Ta, K YAUBJIECHHUIO BEPOSTHOIO HOYHOTO BCTPEUHOT'O TOCTS, CTApaaach Kak MOKHO
CUJIbHEEe CKPBITh ce0s1 M CBOE JIMILIO TOf] YePHBIM MTPOCTOPHBIM ofesiHueM. OHa Boccesiana Ha Omaro-
POIHOIA JIoIIaaM OeJI0ro OKpaca, KOTopasi OCTOPOKHO CKaKasla, HeCsl CBOEro TOCMOIMHA BJIOJIb KaMEH-
HOM 1oporu. OHAKO eciy Obl B CUI0 MUHYTY ITyCTBIHIO B HOYHOW THIIMHE OCBETUII SIPKUM JTyHHBIH
CBET, TO Ha PyKe HAIllero TAMHCTBEHHOTO BCAJHUKA OJIECHYJIO ObI IOPOTMM OPHILTHAHTOM OOJTBIIIOE
KoJb110. [TonoOHble yKpalleHus B Te JajieKre BpeMeHa MO3BOMsIN cebGe HOCUTD JIMIh OYeHb BIIHSI-
TeJIbHbIE ¥ OJJApEHHBIE OOJIBIIION BJIACTHIO JTIO/H.

W He ciyyaitHO MO3TOMY, UTO TAMHCTBEHHON (PUTYpOM, 0OJTaYeHHOM B UepHOE OfIesTHUE U OX Pa-
HSIEMOM CO BCEX YEThIPEX CTOPOH Ha/IEKHBIM BOMCKOM U3 MPEJaHHbBIX JIETMOHEPOB, ObLT HU KTO MHOM,
Kak cam umrnepatop Llesape I'anepuii Banepuit MakcuMuH ABrycT, U3BECTHBIM HaM TaK:Ke MOJ UMe-
Hem MaxkcuvuH [laiisi. OH ObUT HapeUYeHHBIM MMITEpaTopoM Puma, a Takxke BJIacTUTEIeM BOCTOY-
HBIX TIPOBUHIIMI OTPOMHON UMITEPUH. DTOT YeJIOBEK BBI3BIBAJ K ceOe SAPOCTh OMHUX U OIaropogHoe
TMOKJIOHEHHUE JPYTUX HAPOJOB BOCTOYHBIX MPOBUHIMI Pumckoi mvrepun. Ero mo mpaBy cuuranu
BeJIMKUM. M Kak MHOTHE BeJTMKUE JIMYHOCTH, OH COUYeTall B CBOEH HaType Oe3rpaHryuHyIo J100pOoTy U
XpadpocTh ¢ 6e3yepKHBIM THEBOM U xkeslanneM Mectu. CyapOa nmogapuia eMy OJIecTSIIy0 BO3MOK-
HOCTb — CTaTh BEJIMKUM M YBEKOBEUUTh CBOE UM B UCTOPUM. Bylyun KOra-To MpocTiM BOMHOM, OH,
Omnaroziapsi CBoeMy He3aypsIHOMY yMy, a TaKKe HEOrpaHUYEHHOMY YeCTOTIOOUIO, CAeNa OJeCTSIYI0
Kapbepy B PUMCKOM COILIMYME, JOCTHIHYB HEOBIBIBIX MOJMTHYECKUX BBICOT. 3a €ro MpeaaHHOCTh
Y UCKpeHHOCTh umMrieparop [‘anepuii Hapek ero niesapem, opapuB Jlaifio B1acThio HaJl BOCTOYHBIMU
MPOBUHIMSIMY UMIIEPUH.

BractBoBaTh MakcuMMH Hauall B BECbMa HECTIOKOWHOE BpeMs, Koraa Ha Boctoke 6ecunHCTBO-
BaJIi OaH/Ibl PEIUTUO3HBIX OAHAWTOB, & CPEAN PUMCKHX CTaBJICHHHKOB U3 MECTHBIX IIapel TUIEIIHCh
KOBapHbIE UHTPUTU MPOTUB PUMCKOTO BilapuecTBa. He ObUIO rapMOHMU U Cpeii CaMUX PUMCKHX
conpaButesieid. B To Bpems ux ObUIO Tpoe: BBIMICYNOMSIHYTHIA OnaropogHbiii Makcumus, PnaBuii
Jlurnawmii 1 KoHcrantux.

Bce Tpu Bnactutens xenanu CMepTH OpYyr Opyry, HO Oojiee )EeCTOKMM U YCEpAHBIM B Jiefie
3axBara Biactu Obul KoHCTaHTHH.

Jlaiist He ObLT JIUIIEH YeCTOMIOOUBHIX TIJIAHOB, HO OOJIBbIIIE BCErO ero 3a00THIIO YCTAaHOBJICHHE
3aKOHHOTO TMOPSI/IKA HA MOAIBTACTHBIX TeppUTOpUsIX. VI UMEHHO Temnepb, B 3TO HEMPOCTOE U TPEBOXK-
HOe BpeMsi, umnepatop MakcMMUH BO3BpaIlajcs B cBOM 3eMiid. EMy HyKHO ObLJIO TIOMOJTHUTD CBOM
CUJIBI 1J1s1 HOBOW M KPOBOIPOJIUTHOM I'PaskIAaHCKOW BOWHBI, a TaKKe MPEKPaTUTh OECUMHCTBA U Pa3-
T'yJl KpOBABOro (haHaTM3Ma Ha 3eMiisx Boctoka. Ero myTs nexan B Mepymanaiinm.

OrpomHBIi ropos ObUT THX M CIIOKOEH TOM HOYBIO, KOTJIa €ro perrui OecIryMHO MOCETUTh CO
CBOEM cTpaxeil nmmepartop. BcalHMKM yBepeHHO HApaBJIsId CBOMX JIOIIA/IE BBEPX MO YJHLIE, BCS
9Ta BOMHCTBEHHAsI MTPOIIECCHs CTapaiach ObITh KaK MOXHO OoJiee He3aMeTHOM B HOYHOM TOpofIe.

MakciMUH CO CBOMM BOMCKOM IPOIIECTBOBAJ BAOJb IMIABHOW Aoporu — Kapoo Makcumyc —
C Iora Ha ceBep, MUMO XpaMoBO# ropsl. Ero myTh siexai k ¢hopymy, KOTOPBIA ObLT MOCTPOEH UMIIe-
paTopoM AJpHaHOM BO BpEMeHa BOCCTAHOBJICHH Vepymanaiiima 1ociie BTOpOil pa3pyIIMTeIbHOI
Nypevickoit BoiiHbl. OTTYaa UMIIepaTop nocjaeoBal K xpamy BeHepsl.
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Ha Bcem myTH cBoero ciiefoBaHusl, B 3Ty MpavyHYyI0 U IIPOXJIaJHYI0 HOUb, MaKkCMMUH ObUT YT PIOM
1 MomyanuB. OH I'pPO3HO M HE TIPEPBIBAsICh CMOTpe niepen codoid. Ero MyxecTBeHHOE JIMIIO ¢ Yep-
HBIMH OpOBSIM U BOJIEBBIMU CKJIAJKAMH BOKPYT pTa BBINISAENO yrpoxamoine. [1asa ero Oputu cro-
KOWHBI, HO B HMX TaWJIOCh HEKOE CTpalIHoe 4yBcTBO. Kazanock, 4To Benukuii mpaButesb BocTtoka
ceiiyac HaXOIWJICS B HEONMCYEeMOM THEBe.

Ero BoopyXeHHas CBUTAa OCTAaHOBUJIACh BO3JIE BBICOKOTO U OJECTAIIIErO0 30J0TOM Xpama
Benepsl. 31ech BHe3aHO MPUOBIBILIETO UMIIEPATOpa OXKMIAIN CaMble TMOUYEeTHBIEe rpakaaHe ropoaa,
KOTOPBI B T€ TO/IbI, BMECTO CBOETO MTPEKHET0 UYIEHCKOTro Ha3BaHU s, HOcKI MMsl st KanuronuHa.

MakCHMUH OITyCTHIICS CO CBOETO KOHSI M OBICTPO HAINPaBWIICS B CTOPOHY Xpama. Kurtenu
ropojia BOCTOPXKEHHO BCTPEYAJIH €r0, HO UIMIIEPATOPY B CTOJb TSKEIOE BpeMsl ObLIIO He JI0 JIIOE3HBIX
Y XBACTJIMBBIX MTPUBETCTBUH.

— I'epkynuii! — npousHec UMIIEPATOP CBOMM PEIIUTENILHBIM TOJIOCOM, BOWISl B MPOCTOPHBIN
Xpam.

Hagctpeuy emy Bbiimien cetoBiachiii yenoBeK. OH ObLT HEBBICOKOTO POCTa, CEJOBJIACHIH, HO C
BEChbMa MPUATHBIM JIUIIOM.

— Moii ummnepatop, — NofoOOCTPACTHO MPOU3HEC ITOT CTAPUK, — KaK PaJIOCTHO, YTO Bbl COM3-
BOJIWJIM TIPUOBITH B CTOJIb TSIKEJIOE BPEMsI B Hallly TPOBUHIIMIO. . .

Barisin MakcumuHa ObU1 CypoB U Oe3pasiimueH. BhIcTpo orisizieB ¢ rojIoBb IO HOT' CBOETO CJla-
IIaBOr0 coOeceIHNKA OH MPOIIECTBOBA BIIIyOb POCKOIITHOTO XPaMOBOTO CTPOEHHUSI.

— Buna! — ckomaH10BaJ1 BiIablKa YEPHOKOXEeMY paldy, CyeTUBIIEMYCS BO3JIE BXO/A.

KT0-TO M3 ropoxkaH yuTHBO MOJCTABUII UMIIEPATOPY POCKOIITHOE IEPEBSIHHOE KPECTIO C JOPOTrOii
OOMBKOM, B KOTOPOE TOT CUI0 MUHYTY Pa3JI0KHUIICS.

— Urak, I'epkynmuii, s Xo4y 3HaTh... XOUy 3HaTh, KAKUM OOpa30M CTaJI0O BO3MOXHO, UTOOBI
Oe3yMHBII T1e0C cTam youBaTh OJIaropOJHBIX PUMIISH IMOCPEIU HOYH, B MX K& COOCTBEHHBIX MOCTe-
J51X! — MPOM3HEC UMITEPATOP BOMHCTBYIOIIMM TOHOM, CYPOBO IJIsi/isi HA CTOPOMBIIIETOCs Mepel HUM
CEI0BJIACOTO PUMJISIHUHA.

SIpKuii CBET OT 32K KEHHBIX (DAKEITIOB OCBETUJI OfIESIHUE PUMCKOTO BJIaIbIKU. Ero KpacHslii ruiaii
pacrnpocTepest Ha CIIMHKE JJOPOroro Kpecia. Bosock! ero, KypsiBble ¥ TEMHBIE, HO C HEOOJBILION MTPO-
CefIblo, KpacKBO 0OpaMJISIIM MMITEpaTOPCKUi JIoO. BripazutesbHble TEMHBIE 71232 BOITPOCUTENBHO U
I'PO3HO IIsi/IeNN Ha coOecetHrKa. TOHKME TyObl ObLITA CUJIBHO CKAThl M3-32 HACTUTHYBILICH BIIA/IBIKY
HEHABHCTH K OKpYy:KatolyM. Jlerkasi meTruHa Ha JIMIie UMIiepaTtopa He ypoJoBasia, HO IpHaaBaja 0co-
Oblli BOMHCTBYIOIIWH IIAPM €rO JIUILY.

MakciMUH CllerKa OTIIJI CJIAIKOTO KPaCHOBATOrO HAITMTKA M3 MOAAAHHOTO padoM MO30I04YeH-
HOT'O KyOKa.

— 4 xnay tBOoero orBera, ['epkynuii... — O3 Karuii rHEBa B CBOEM TroJIOCE BHOBb MPOM3HEC
umrnepatop. — Kak takoe crano BO3MOKHBIM?

CrapuK B3BOJIHOBAaHHO, HO BCE K€ MTPOU3HEC:

— Moii umnieparop... Bce JeJ10 B 9TUX NPEeCTyMHUKAX. .. VIX ums xpuctuane... OHM He coBep-
IIIEHHO He CITyIIAloTCs 3aKOHA. .. OHM MCTOBEAIOT. . .

HmmiepaTop ¢ HEHABHCTBIO OTIIBBIPHYJI CBOW KYOOK C BUHOM B CTOPOHY.

— MHe He BaxHO, YTO OHU HUcnioBealT! — 3akpryan MakcumuH. — [lyckail ucrioBearT 4To
xotsAT! Ho MHe Hy:xeH 3akoH! 3akoH!

CrapuK MyriavBO OTIIATHYJICS OT THEBA BJIAJBIKY.

MaxkcumuH Ob11 B THeBe. HOBOCTH, TPUXOIUMBIIIE U3 PUMCKO# MPOBUHIINK Dy KarnuTonHsl,
CUJIbHO pa3ouyapoBbIBaM ero. ['padesxu, youicTBa IMEHUTHIX TOPOXKaH, 1eOO0IIH Ha YIUIAX, pasryl
BCEBO3MOXKHBIX (PaHATUKOB. ..

Mmnepatop moaHsics co CBOero Kpecia. B3MaxHyB KpacHBIM IUIAIIOM, OH TPOIIEJICS BAOJb
0eJ10ii KOJIOHHA/IbI POCKOIIHOTO Xpama Benepsl. Ero mpiciiu B 3TOT MOMEHT OBUTH HE O TIPOKJISITOM
ropojie, KOTOPBIi pUMJISHE YK€ HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETHI TIOIPsI] He MOIJIM 00y3/1aTh M YCIOKOUTD. mrie-
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parop aymaj 0 HOBOM BOEHHOM moxozie. Ero BoicKo BOT-BOT JOMIKHO ObLIO MOACTYIHTH K TIPOBUH-
MM Ha 3anajie M 3aXBaTUTh TEPPUTOPUIO BILIOTH /10 XaJIKEIOHCKOro nponvea. OJHAKO B caMblii
OTBETCTBEHHBI MOMEHT, Kor/ia [laiist ObUT TOTOB HAHECTH CBOEMY ITTaBHOMY IPOTUBHUKY — JIMIIMHUIO
— MOpa)keH!e, 1 3aCTaBUTh €r0 IOTOBOPUTHCS O TPOYHOM MOTUTUYECKOM U BOEHHOM MUpE, IOCTe]-
HUI Pe3KO 3ampocui nepemupus. JIMIuHUM, MojcTpeKaeMblil TpeTbell CTopoHOM, yoeaun Makcu-
MUHA, YTO BOIHa OyeT UM 00OMM HEBBITOIHA, M YTO B JAHHOE BPEMsI UM JIydille OObeIMHUTCS MTPO-
THB TPeThero conpaputes — Koncrantuna. B pesynbrare meperoBopos, 00a MMIiepaTopa 3aKkII0UIHN
psn cornameHnidi. OHY MPUOCTAHABIMBAI BOCHHbIE JEWCTBUS YT MPOTUB Jpyra 1O YCTPaHEHUs
o0mieii onacHocTH B Jmiie KoHcTaHTHHA.

StoT Mup ObLT KpaitHe He poyeH. VI Makcumun [laiia 31o npekpacHo noHumast. OH 3Hal, 4To
JIMIMHMI HEe OCTAaHOBHTCS U TP TIEPBOM 3Ke YIIOOHOM Clly4yae HeTTPEMEHHO 00bEAMHHUTCS C MX OOIIIM
BparoM mpotuB camoro MakcumuHa. OHaKo mpaBuTeio BocToka HyXHO OBUIO TIpeKpaTUTh Oec-
YMHCTBA BHYTPH MPOBUHIIMI M BHOBb BOCCTAHOBUTH 3aKOHHOCTh Ha YIpaBJisieMbIX Tepputopusix. Ero
[JIaBHBIMU TMIPOTHBHUKAMM B 3TOM JieJie ObLITM MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE (DAHATHKY, CIIOBHO JIypHBIE POCTKH,
TNOSIBJISIBIIMECST HA BCell TeppuTopuu ObiBIer Mynen M yrpoxkapiive BceM OJarouyecTUBBIM JIIOASIM
CBOEi O€3HAKa3aHHOCTHIO B TBOPHUMBIX MU MTPECTYIHBIX JIeIax.

— 3akoH! MHe Hy:keH 3akOH! — BHOBb I'POMOIJIACHO BOCKJIMKHYJI MakCUMUH.

Ero ronoc, ciioBHO rpoM, 0OpYIIMIICS HA CTEHBI XpaMa M OTPA3UIICS TYCTHIM 9XOM B OTPOMHOM
MI030JI0YEHHOM TOTOJIKE.

— Moii Bnasipika, — BHOBb 3aroBopuil ['epKyiui, — IeKypUOHBI yKe PacopsAUINCH TIPUHSTh
Mepbl, YTOOBI HaKa3aTh MPECTYITHUKOB M 3aCTaBUTh MX OTBETUTH 32 COACSHHOE C HECUACTHBIM CEeHa-
TOpOM AXWJLION.

MakciMUH XpaHuJI MOJTYaHHUE, €T0 B3IV ObLT YCTaBIIMM, I'YOBI CUJIBHO CkaThl. Kazanock, uto
OH CWJIBHO eJIaJl OTKa3aThbCsl OT BBEPEHHOW €My OrPOMHOM BJIACTH.

— Kakue mepsl, I'epkynuii, Bbl IpuHsn?

— Crpaska OyleT BHIMCKUBATh CPE/I STHX MPOKAKEHHBIX, STUX JIIOIEH. .. XpPUCTHUAH, KaK Mbl MX
MMEHYyeM, TeX CaMbIX YOUHII. .. — HEpeIUTEeIbHO IPOrOBOPUIT AEKYPHOH [ epKyHid.

Nmneparop ¢ HEHABUCTBIO OTBEPHYJICS OT crapuka. OH 3aJI0KWI PyKU 3a CIOMHY M Clelial
HECKOJIBKO I11aroB BJI0JIb BEJIMYECTBEHHOIN XPaMOBOU KOJIOHHA/IBI.

— Pum Bceraa ObUT TEpIUM K MHBIM PEJIUTUSIM U K HApOJaM, KOTOpble HE UCMIOBEIAIOT HAIIMX
OO0roB, — pelMTeIbHO Haual MaKkcuMuH, — HO Pum HHKorna He OyaeT MUPHUTHCS C pa30OMHUKAMM,
COBEPINAIIUMH yOUICTBA U rpabeku, KaKO Obl CIAIKOW PETUTMO3HON JIOKBIO OHU HE TTPUKPhIBA-
JIUCh. . .

— Moii umnieparop. .. — yauBJIeHHO IpousHec [ epkymid.

Mmmnepatop nmoBepHYJICsS ¥ BHUMATEIIHHO B3IVISIHYJI HA CBOETO COOECEeJHUKA.

— MHe MCKpeHHe kaJlb TeX HEMHOTMX HEBUHHBIX, KOTOpbIE IMOCTPAJAIOT OT MOETO PEIIeHH s, HO
s XOuYy, YTOOBI 3TOM MEpP3KOU CEKThI HE CTAJIO. ..

— 3neck, Mol Biaabika, B Aelia Capitolina?

— Hurpe, ['epkynmii, Hurae. .. Hurge ux He JOMKHO OBITH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI HMITEPATOP.

B mazax puMcKoro BiaJbIKM CBEPKHYJIA UCKPEHHSS 37100a.

— 51 He MOry BecTH CNpaBeAJIMBYIO BOWHY C MOMMHU MPOTHUBHUKAMM, C TIPOTUBHUKAMH BCETO
€CTECTBEHHOTO W MPaBEIHOr0, KOrJa 3a MOed CIIMHOW, B BBEPEHHBIX MHE 3eMJISIX, [ApUT pa3ooi
1 0e3HaKa3aHHOCTb. — CYpPOBBIM T'OJIOCOM MPOAOKHII UMIIepaTop. — SI COCTaBIIi0 3aKOH, KOTOPHIH
HaBcer/a MOKOHYMT C STUMU 0e300KHUKAMU. . .

I'epkys1ii MTOKOPHO BBICITYIIAJ THEBHYIO Pedb MMIIEPATOPA U JIMIIb CJIETKa KMBHYJI CBOEH CelI0-
BJIACOW TOJIOBOW B 3HAK COIVIACHS C BJIAIbIKOM.

MaxkcuMUH yCcTaio MaxHyJ CBOEU PYKOH U OMYCTUJICSI B IPOCTOPHOE KPECJIo.

— Crynaii, MOl Ipyr, — IPOrOBOPKJI OH, — 51 CJIMIIIKOM YCTaJ IOCJIE€ CTOJIb AOJITOTO MyTH, MHE
HYXEH OT[bIX. ..
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Bckope ummnepatop octascs COBEpIIEHHO OJIMH, B CBOMX TEMHBIX MOKOsiX. OH Jiekas Ha mpo-
CTOPHOM JIOK€e, TOUTH He pa3aeBIINCh. MHOrOMecsuHasi, HECKOHYaeMasi yCTaJIOCThb Tep3aJia ero TeJo.
Ho BpemMeHn 1 BOBMOKHOCTH /17151 YCIIOKOeHHs1 Y MakcuMuHa He Obi10. CIMIIIKOM T'PO3HOE HACTAIIO
BpeMs. MMmneparop 4yBCTBOBaJI, Kakasi OOJIbIIasi OTBETCTBEHHOCTh JISKUT HA €ro Iuiedax: He IMo3-
BOJIUTh PUMCKO MMIlepUy BHOBb CKAaTUTCSl B IPOIACTh I'PaXkJAaHCKOW BOWHBI. Biajpika nmoHuman,
YTO €CJIM eMy He YJAaCTCsl OCTAHOBUTh YECTOMOOMBBIE YCTPEMIIEHUSI CBOMX COOPAThEeB MO MMITEPCKOM
BJIACTH — Cy/IbOa BeIMUaiIlield uMIeprn OyaeT mpeipericHa.

«TonbKo 3aK0H. 3aKOH U paBHOIIpaBUE», — JyMaJ Jiexka Ha MOCTeJId UMIIepaTop. — «3aKOH U
paBHOIpaBHE CMaCyT HAC BCEX».

Nyneiickas HOUb OnMycTMIIACh Ha C1aBHBIN ropos dnuio Kanuronuny.

I'naBa yerBepras
Nckymenne Kugwbt

B BO3myXe cTOST QypMaHAIMA apoMaT KPacHUBBIX OJIarOyXaloluX IIBETOB, KOTOpBIE OBbUIH
OOMJIBHO MOCESTHBI B OOJIBIIMX ITIMHSHBIX Ba3ax, CTOSIBIIMX HETIOAAIEKY APYT OT Jpyra Mo Bcemy Mpo-
CTOPHOMY /BOpY. B 1leHTpe mpOoCTOpHOM IJIOMAIKHU, MOKPHITOW KPACUBBIMU M OJNECTSAIIIUMH y30p-
YaThIMU TUTUTAMHU, KpacoBasicsi HeOombIon ¢onTtaH. [IpsMo u3 ero neHTpa mogHUMaioch HeOOIb-
I110€ BO3BBIILICHUE, 0OpaMJICHHOE ITIMHSHBIMH (PUT'YPKaMH, U3 KOTOPOTO KPACHBOM, POBHOM U OeJIoit
cTpyeil Iuieckasia Bofga. Bce mpocTpaHCTBO Ha 3aJHE CTOPOHE POCKOIIHOTO JOMa ObLIO TOKPHITO
aOCOJTIOTHOM TUIIMHOM, KOTOpast IpephIBaIach JIUIIb CIA0BIM MIECKAHUEM BOJIBI B POCKOIITHOM (DOH-
TaHYMKe, Ja IeOeTaHneM JeKOpaTUBHBIX NTUll. HeGo B 3TOT yTpeHHMIA Yac Toke ObLJI0 HeOOBIYaitHO
CIIOKOMHBIM U O€3yKOpH3HEHHO royOsM. Kazaoch, 4To moBcioy, Ha BCEM CBETe, BOIIAPUIIACH Tep-
BO3/IaHHASI TAPMOHHSI.

Kuda cunen B rmybune storo paiickoro caia. Ha Hem yxe He ObUIO TOTO CTPAITHOTO YE€PHOTO
ofiesiHUS, B KOTOPOM OH Tocernai envickona EpMona u coOpanue xpuctrad. IOHoma Obu1 onet B
JOPOTYIO OJIEKTY, C PEKPACHOM ToTyOO0i BHIITMBKOM MO KpasiM. Ero Jiuio ObL10 akKypaTHO BHIOPHTO,
TEMHbIE U TYCThIe KYJpU Ha TOJIOBE BHICOXJIM TTOCTIE MBIThSI U TETIEpb MPUSITHO OJIECTEIN Ha COJHIIE.
Mononoi yesnoBeK pacroioKUIICs Ha TPOCTOPHON KaMEHHOM CKaMbe, U, CJIErKa 3alPOKUHYB I'OJIOBY
Ha3aJ1, JIOOBAJICS KPacUBBIM OJiecTsmM HeOoM. Ero 3aropesioe JUIo B STOT MOMEHT ObLJIO YMHUPO-
TBOPEHHBIM M Ka3aJI0Ch OYeHb MOJIOZBIM M BeCbMa IMpuBIeKaTesibHbiM. Kuda oxuaan, korga Kk Hemy
13 CBOUX MOKOEB BBIMJIET CIIAIKUI OOBEKT €ro 0O0KaHUS.

Haxkonen oHa nosiBuiiace.

AfiernieT BbIIILIA W3-32 HEOONBINIOTO, aKKYPAaTHO MOACTPHXKEHHOTO AepeBa. Kazanock, 4to oHa
Kakoe-To BpeMsi noamisasBaia 3a Kudgoi, He pemasch cpady nogoiT K Hemy. JleByIka sta Oblia
BeChbMa KpacHBa W, INIaBHOE, OYeHb Mosiona. K Tomy e, ee ponutenu ObUIM BecbMa OOTraTbIMU M
IIE/IPbIMU JTIO/IbMH.

EnBa Ailener mpocHysach, Kak K Hell SIBUIKMCh CIYTM U PacCKasajd, YToO B Cay €e OXHUIaeT
MOJIOZIO aprCTOKpaT. Mosofasi puMJIsTHKa yke Ha MPOTSUKeHUH JABYX Helenb He Buzena Kudy,
MO3TOMY OHA HEMEJIJIEHHO MOTOPOIMIIACH MPUBECTU ceOsi B TMOPSIOK U BBIATH B Cajl CBOETO JOMA.
[MpuxopammBasch, AleneT B3MIsHYIa B HEOOJbIIOE 3epKano. YBUIEB B HEM CBOE OTpPaKeHHE,
JEBYIIIKA HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3a0bl1a 00 O)kuaaBIeM ee ioHoire. OHa MeJIeHHO OBOPaYrBasIach
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, Pa3IJIsi/IbIBasi CBOE MOYTH OOHAXEHHOE MOJIofioe Tesio. [ Tis1s1 Ha cBolo Oenyio,
YIIPYTYIO0 KOXY, KPaCOTy KOTOPOU JOOABIISLT SIPKUN COTHEUHBIN CBET, MPOHUKABIIHNIA CKBO3b TOHKHUE
3aBeChl Ha OOJIBIIIOM MPOXOJE, BEAYIIMA Ha OAOCTpady, IeByIIKa BAPYT MOAyMasa rnpo ceds, 4To
OHa CJIMIIIKOM XOpOIIa JIsi TPOCTOrO IOHOIIIY.

«51 He oTnanack Obl qaske camomy FOmuTepy», — ¢ YIBIOKON Ha CBOMX TOHKUX IyOKax Mmojymaia
npo ceds Aiiener.
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TeMm He MeHee, MpeKpacHasi PUMIISTHKA BCTIOMHIJIA 00 OKUJIABIIIEM €€ I0HOIIIEe. 3aKOHYHB Ofie-
BaThCsl, AifesieT OBICTPO CITyCTHJIACh B YXOXKEHHBIA M OJaroyxalomuil cajl, KOTOpBIA ObLT YCTPOEH U
1IBEJI 0331 POCKOIIHOTO JiomMa ee poautesneir. OHa He cpa3y nopomnuia kK Kude, kotopsii, Kak eit
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, CIIA/IKO IpeMaJl, CHJIsl Ha TPOCTOPHOM KaMeHHOU cKambe. JleByIiKa 3aTtaniach 3a HeOOJb-
IIIUM JIEKOPATUBHBIM JEPEBIIEM, jKeJlasi HEMHOTO IOHaOMoaaTh 3a CBOMM oOoxarteneM. Habmonast 3a
IOHOIIIEH U3-3a CBOET0 YKPHITHUSI, AWeJieT cpasy ke paccepauiack Ha Kudy 3a 1o, 4To OH He CIIUIIIKOM
MOYTHUTENIBHO ee kJasl. OHa Oe3 Tpyaa CMOrJIa pacCMOTPETh, UTO €0 I71a3a ObLTH 3aKPBITHI, a HA Ty0ax
3aCThLjIa JIOBOJIbHAS YCMENIKA.

«[Topyent, HeXWTCS 37e€Ch HA COJHIIE... — 3JI00HO MoAyMasa mpo ceds AlieneT. — BeposTHo,
ceiyac OH TOJIaraer, YTo sl CXOXKY C yMa U MPHUBOXKY ceOsi B IOPSIOK, ISl TOrO, YTOOBI MPEACTaTh
T1iepesi HUM BO BCell CBOeH Kpace!».

Topaast cobnazHUTENBHUIIA P MOKMHYTh CBOE YKpbiTHE. OHa OBICTPO HAPaBUJIACh B CTO-
pony Kudpl, kenas ucrmyrath €ro CBOUM BHE3AITHBIM MOSIBJICHUEM.

Opnnako coH Kudwr Obu1 uyTKUM, Kak y nantepsl. OH He pa3 OKas3bIBaJICs B HOUHOH 3acaje,
BMECTE CO CBOMMHU COOpaThsIMU OXKHUAAst OUePeTHYIO KEepPTBY AJisl Tpadeska u yOUiicTBa. DTH HOUHBIE
BBUIA3KM XPHUCTUAH, B KOTOPBHIX OH JOCTATOYHO JOJITO MPUHUMAJ YYacTue, CIeIaal ero YyTKUM K
MoOOMY MTPUOTKAIOIIEMYCS 3BYKY.

OH BHE3aITHO PacKpbL1 CBOU IJ1a3a.

Aijiener He ponuta no gpemasiuero Kudsl Bcero Heckosnbko maroB. OHa oka3anach CHUIIBHO
MOpaXkeHa ero CTPEMHUTEILHBIM U THEBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, KOTOPBIM BHE3AITHO ee MpoH3uI. M3-3a 3Toro
XHUIITHOTO Y TIPOHU3BIBAIOIIETO B30pa JAEBYIIKA BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJIAC.

— A, Muias... 9to Thl ocTaHOBWIack? — yuio Kudsl BApyr ozapunia jyde3apHas yjablOka. —
Te6s ucryrano Moe BHe3armHoe mpooyxIeHre?

A¥iesieT nojIolIa K HarpeTon KapKuM COJTHIIEM CKaMbe U cefia psiaoM ¢ Kudoii.

— 51 nonro Tebst oxuan, Most pekpacHasi Aiener. — npousHec Kuda, ¢ HeXXHOCTBIO TIsAAs
Ha 00BEKT cBoero o0oxaHust. — CKaxu, Thl XOTeJIa IOMYUYUTh MEHsI TIOJIOIbIIIE, YTOOBI MOE Cepile
60J1eJ10 CUIIbHEE OT TOCKH 10 Tebe. . .

— I[Nepecranb, He TOBOPY TAKMX IIIYTIOCTEH, — OTBETUJIA EMY JIEBYIIIKA, — Thl IPEKPACHO 3HAEIIIb,
KaKk MHOTO MHE HY)KHO BPEMEHH, YTOObI IOATOTOBUTCSI KO BCTpeUe ¢ TOOOH.

— Tak 4TO 3Xe, Thl TOTOBA MPOUTUCH CO MHOU 1O STOMY POCKOIITHOMY caxy? — THXO CIPOCHIT
Kuda, npitasick OCTOPOKHO B3Th CBOIO BO3MIOOICHHYIO 32 PYKY.

JleBy1ika JIOBKO yOpasia CBOIO pyKy MOJAJIbIIE OT €r0 KPENKUX MajblieB.

— INoiinem, — MIJIOCTUBO CKa3ajia OHA, MOJAHUMASICh C KAPKOU CKaMbU, — K TOMY k€ Y MEHS K
TeOe eCTh OMWH BaXKHBI U HHTEPECHBIN BOIIPOC.

Kuda pagoctHO mogHsiics Bciea 3a Hell.

— Tsl X0uem b cripocuts, oo i 1 Te6a? O, na... KoHeuHo 1...

Afilerner nuib Ope3nIMBO MaxHy/la PyKOW Ha 3TO OTYAasTHHOE MPU3HAHME MOJIOZIOTO YesIOBEKa.

— Her, ryneir, He 9T0 MeHsI ceiiuac UHTEPeCyeT. . .

— Torna uto, most muast?

Aiienier OblTa He ITyNON IeByIIKON. OHa Xujia B POCKOIIN 1 OECIIeYHOCTH, HO, TeM He MeHee,
MpeANoYnTalIa Y3HABATh KAK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIe 00 UCKYCCTBE M OKpyX)atoiueMm Mupe. Punocodus rpe-
KOB €e MHTepecoBaJla Majo, a BOT BEPOBaHHUS M OObIYaW JPYTMX HAPOJOB UMIIEPUU B MOCTIEAHEE
BpeMs BBI3BIBIN B Hell HeKoTopblil uHTepec. Ho 6oru! Kak, e MHOro eil XoTesoch y3HaTbh, U Kak
MaJIo ISl 9TOTO Y Hee ObUIO BO3MOXKHOCTEH. .. [TpOKJIATHIN POAUTEIHCKHIA IOM U MIPOKJIATAs TPO-
BUHIIUSA. .. €11 ObI XOTEJIOCh BBIPBATHCS U3 STOTO TOPOJa M yeXaTh IPoUb, KaK MOKHO JIAJIBIIIE. . .

Bmecte ¢ 3TUM CTpaHHBIM MOJIOZIBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBI SIBHO XOTeJ 00J1aaTh €10 Kak CBOeH
’KEHOI, OHa TIPOTYJIMBAJIACH TT0 TUXO IITyMEBIIEMY JICTBOHM M ITUYLMM ITeHUeM cafy. BHesamnHo Alie-
JIeT OCTaHOBHIJIACH M BHMATEJILHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBoero ciyTHrKa. Kuda Ot HeCKoJIbKO MopaxeH
ee BHUMATEeJIbHBIM M U3yYaloIM B3IJISI0M.
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— 51 He uyneiika, Thl 3Haelllb, HO Y MEHSI UYJIEHCKOe UMsl. — BAPYT PEIIUTEIbHO CKa3ajia OHa.

— K uemy Tb1 3107 — pacrepsiHo cipocui Kuda.

— 41 couyBcTBYIO BallieMy OOTy U BaM... — TUXO, TIOUTH IIETIOTOM, CKa3aia AMener.

Kuda MraoBeHHO pasrajgan ee HaMepeHusl.

— 41 3Ha10, JOOOBH MOSI, YTO THI XOUelllb, — OJIATOAYITHO M CHUCXOAMUTEJHHO MOCMOTPEB Ha
IEBYIIKY, IPOU3HEC OH, — Te0s1, KaK ¥ MHOTHX B 3TOM rOpofie, UHTEPECYIOT JEsIHUSI STON MPOKJISATOM
CEKTHI.

— Ho T HanpacHO My4aelib MeHsl, 51 He U3 MX YUCHIa, s He IPUHAIJICKY K STOU MPeCTyIHON
6anne. — nponomkua Kuda. — M Hudero uHTEpecHoro 06 Mx 3ampiciax v OyIyIIUX NesTHUSIX UX 5
TeOe paccKka3arbh HE MOTY.

[TpexkpacHoe yuio0 AlieneT UCKa3uIoCh OT HErOJOBAHUSI.

— Ho s 3Ha10 KTO TBI. Y TeOs1 €CTh ICHbIM, ECTh XOPOIIIee UMsI, HO Thl HEHABUIMIIIb BCE BOKPYT,
Thl HEHABUJMIITb PUMIISIH. .. — B3BOJTHOBAHO M CEPAMTO MPOrOBOPMIIA JEeBYIIKA. — Thl ObI HE CMOT BOT
TaK MPOCTO HAC/IAXKJAThCS CIIOKOMHOM U ChITOM KU3HbI0. HeT, Tobko He Th... 1 BUXKy MHOrO HeHa-
BUCTH B TBOMX I1a3ax. ['OBOPAT, YTO umu 3a9aCTyIO CTAHOBSITCS T€ IOHOIIM, KOTOPbIE XOTST BBITLIEC-
HYTb BCIO 37100y, CKONMBIIYIOCSI BHYTPU HUX. . .

— OnsTh 5 CIBIITY TIYNOCTH, MOsI Munasi, — Hadan Kudgpa, — Bo MHe HET HUKAKOW HEeHABHCTH,
BO MHE o/1Ha J1I000Bb. JII000BS K Teoe. ..

Aiienet paccepaumiach ere 6osbine. OHa COBepIeHHO OTcTpaHuiack ot Kudbl 1 nomuia BAob
KaMEeHHUCTOH JOPOXKKH BITyOb cafa. KOHoIma pactepsiicsi, HO, IOCTOSIB e1lie HEMHOTO B OJMTHOUYECTBE,
noOpen cienom 3a Hell. Jlornas aeBymiky, Kuda nonbitancsi BHOBb yXBaTUTh €€ 32 PYKY, HO Ta BHOBb
OCTaJlach HENPUCTYITHOM.

— Tak 4ero e Thl XOUellb MeHsI, BO3MOOJIEHHAs? — TUXO CIIPOCHJT OH.

Afienier BHOBb Ope3rIMBO MOMOPIIUIIACK.

— 41 6b1 XOTena, uTo OBl MEHS yTelaa U paJoBajl YeIoBeK, KyJa 0ojee UHTEPECHBIH, YeM THl,
Mo 1oHbIN Kuda. — mporopopusia oHa ¢ Jpa3HsILEeill yXMbUIKOI Ha CBOEM I0HOM JIMUUKE.

IOHoma cTponTHBO HAXMYpPUIICS.

— Uem quis TeOs TWUIOX A7 — pas3/IpakeHHO CIPOCUJ OH, WJIS TI0 yY3KOW KaMEHHOM TOpPOXKKe,
MOCpeu LIBETYIIUX JIepeBbeB, Beiea 3a Aitener, — [louemy s 111 TeOs1 He UHTEpeceH?

— Tsl ckyuen, Kuda, — orBeTnia ta, — ecim Obl Thl ObLT KeM-HUOY/Ib, KPOME IPOCTOTO MOJIOZIOTO
Y JICHUBOTO apUCTOKpara. ..

Tenepb oH ObLT He Ha TYTKY pa3apaskeH. Heronoanue Kudwl, BbI3BaHHOE HATJIBIM XapaKTEPOM
3TOI MOJIOZION KEHILMHBI, JOCTUITIO CBOETO Npesena. Kazanock, 4To OH BOT-BOT yIapuT AMeler.

OpnHako ClieHbl HACKIIMS He MPOM30ILI0. MoIooi YenoBeK MPOCTO MeperopoAn JEeBYIIKe
MyTh.

— Ts Ob1a TipaBa, — ckazan Kuda, ropsamumu ria3aMu cMOTpst Ha CBOIO BO3JIOONICHHYIO, — 1
OJIVH U3 HUX... 51 9YaCTh UX CEKTHI.

Muas Ajienier ocTaHOBWJIACh 1 TIoBepHYyJach K Kude. B ee 3eneHbix miazax OecHYI OroHeK
caMOoJOBOJbHOM T00eIbl. Kuda cirerka modseHesn, eMmy mokas3aaoch, 4To AEBYIIKA KAKMM-TO 00pa-
30M XHTPO OOMaHyna ero. YBUJEB CaMOJOBOJBHBINA ONECK B €€ IJ1a3aXx U XUTPYIO YJIBIOKY, OH YKe
Hayas KaJjieTh O CBOMX TOCJIEAHUX CJIOBaX.

— A Belb OKa3bIBaeTCsl Thl MOXKEIIb OBITh HHTEPECEH, MO JIOPOroi 000XaTeb. — MPON3Heca
Aiilener orBopaumBasich oT Kudbl 1 nponomkast HECHEIIHO Iarath Mo KAMEHUCTON TOPOKKE.

IOHomIa Termeps cTapasicst UATH Kak MOXHO Omke K Aviener. Ero B3risi ObUT B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM.

— Tak 1 4TO *%e? — HepBHO CIIPOCKJI OH. — Tenepp Thl 3HAEIIIb. .. HO Thl JOJKHA XPAHUTD TAHHY.

— O! He 6ecniokoiicss 00 3TOM. — MIJIO YIBIOHYBIIMCH CKa3ajia Mojiofias puMJIssHKA. — S He
CTaHy BbljIaBaTh TeOs HUKOMY, Mo# foporoii Kuda.

— Ot TBOEI 61arOCKJIOHHOCTH 3aBHCUT MOSI JKU3Hb, — ToOaBui Kuda.
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Kaxkoe-to Bpemst onu 1 Mommya. CrenaB HeOOJBIION KPyYT MO cajy, I0HOIIA U JIEBYIIIKA Bep-
HYJIUCh Ty, OTKyJa Ha4aJly CBOIO IIPOTYJIKY — K YIOTHOM KaMEHHOU cKaMbe. AeJIeT MoJoILIa K CKa-
MbE U, U3AIIHO NIOI00paB CBOE CBETIIOE TUIAThE, JIETKO OMYCTHIach Ha Hee. JKecToM OHa moMaHmIa K
cebe pacrepstnaoro Kudy. ToT He3aMeamMTenbHO ycemcs psaaoM.

-4 CJibllIajia, 4TO Thl 1 TBOU C06paTbH YTO-4YTO 3aT€BACTC MMPOTUB PUMJIAH, — PABHOAYIIHBIM
rOJIOCOM CKazasia AiiesieT, — Thl Obl JOCTABUJI MHE HEMAJIO YIOBOJIbCTBUSL, €CJIM OBl paCCKa3aJl O BaIlUX
TUIaHaX.

Kuda npogomxkan pactepsHo cMOTpeTh Ha Hee, OHa BBeJia ero B OoJblliee CMSTEHHE CBOMM
HECKPOMHBIM MHTEPECOM K €ro JejIaM.

— Ho y Hac HeT HUKaKuX TUIAHOB, MBI HUYETo He 3aTeBaeM MPOTUB PUMIISH. — IIPOU3HEC OH.

— Tu HaIllpaCHO CHYUTACIlb HAC MPECTYITHUKAMH WUJIN MATCKHUKAMHU, Mbl JIMIIb UCIIOBEAYEM
Hamtero Bora u utum ero. — ckazan Kudga, HeMHOro coOOpaBIINCh C MBICIISIMU.

AliesieT cierka ycMexHyJ1ach.

— A 4yeM MMEHHO BBICOKOUTHMBIN CEHATOp AXWIIIa MOMeIasl BaM, Oe3yMiiaMm, HCIOBEeJOBATh
Batero 6ora? — Cpocusia oHa, HECMOTPSI TIPH STOM Ha CBOETO 000KaTellsl.

— Mb1 He BUHOBHBI B ero cmeptu! — BosmyTtuiicst Kuda.

AjienieT rpOMKO M paccTpoeHO B3M0XHYJa. OHa clierka MOAOJBUHYIACH K IOHOIIE ¥ CBOMMHU
HEKHBIMU TYOAMH TIOIEJIOBAJIA €T0 B IIEKY.

— [Ipomaii, moit muiteiii Kudgpa, MHe nopa. — ckazajia pUMJISIHKA, JIOBKO IOJHSBIINCH CO CBOETO
Mecta. — CerosiHs Hallla BCTpeya OKOHUYEHaA, HO s1 HaJIeloCh YBUIETh TeOs ellle.

Kuda HenoBKo nonbiTaics yXBaTUTh €€ 3a pyKy, HO Ta JIOBKO YBEpHYJIach U ObICTPO HAIpaBU-
nach ipoub. Eilie MruoBeHue, v Musiasi AiiesieT CKpbulach Ha KPbUIbIE CBOETO JI0Ma.

Kuda ocrasncs B moHOM 0AMHOYECTBE, TOCPEIH POCKOIITHOTO | IIBETYIIETO JIETHETO cajia. Bue-
3aITHO ero OXBaTHJIa CHJTbHAS 3710cTh. OHa Oblla BhI3BaHA HEYIOBJIETBOPEHHBIMU HAJICKIAMU U CJTHII-
KOM OBICTPO 3aKOHUMBIIIEHCS BcTpedeld. Ee morienyii I erne cuiibHee pa3orpelt ero KpoBb U BO3-
Oy/InJI CHIIbHOE JKeJIaHUe.

Aiiener ocrasiach HeJJOCTyIHOM, HO Kuda xoten yronuts, XoTs Obl Ha BpeMsl, CBOIO TUIOTCKYIO
crpactb. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI BCIO CBOIO MEP30CTh, HO IOHOIIIECKAsI CTPACTh €r0 OblIa CUJIbHEE €ro JKe BEPhl
1 0JIarOYeCTUBOCTH.

I'naBa naras
Bropoe nckymenue Kudu

Mapk ObUT HEOOBIYAHO KpacuBbIM IoHOIIEH. Ero 1oHoe JTUYMKO OBUTO MUJIOBUIHBIM W TIPH-
TAraTeIbHbIM. [TyOOKHe TeMHBIE I71a3a CMOTPENU MPsSMO M MCKpeHHe. YepHbie, CJIerka BhIOIIUecs
BOJIOCHI, M3AIIHO CIAJaii Ha ero poBHbIHM JI0O. ToHKas Ies JUIb MOJYepKUBaIa KpacoTy JIMIa
9TOro mMajapurka. [IoMUMO CBOel KpacoThl U CTPOWHOW IOHOIIECKOW (urypbl, y Mapka ObuI ere
OJIMH OOJIBIIION JIOCTATOK — IOHOIA ObUT Ype3BbIYaiiHO yMeH. HeT, OH He CIIMIIIKOM CHIIBHO JI0BEPSLT
KyJIbTy Oora $IxBe, HO B CHJTy CBOEH OJIapEHHOCTH MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO TO JBHXKEHHUE, K KOTO-
pPOMY eMy MOCUYACTIMBIJIOCH IIPUMKHYTb, HEMIPEMEHHO 3aiiMeT JIUPYIoIIee MOT0KEHUE B TIPOBUH-
UK. A JIMAEPCTBO CYJIIJIO €My U BCEM €ro eIMHOBepLiaM OOJIbIIINE BO3MOKHOCTH, & MOXKET JIaXe U
omnarococrosinue. Cembsi Mapka Obla KpaiiHe Oe/iHa, 1a ¥ BOOOIIe HAXO/IMJIACh HA TPAHU PA3OpEHUS.
Mautpuuk He Ha HIyTKY oracajics rojiofa, KOTOpblii MOT IOCTUTHYTh €r0 HECYACTHOT'O OTLIA, a TaKke
Bcex OpaTbeB M cectep u3 nomMa Mapka. YuacTue e B XpUCTUAHCKUX BbIIa3Kax Ha Oorateie joMa
PUMJISIH TPUHOCKIIO MapKy HEKOTOPYIO BBITO/Y, ITyCKail M HEOOJIBIIIYIO [0 CPABHEHHUIO C TEM PUCKOM,
KOTOPOMY OH TOJIBEprajicst BO BpeMsi ouepeiHoro pa3oosi. Tereps Mapk Toxe ObLT JIOOBITYMKOM B
CBOEI CeMbe, a CeMbsl ero OblTa OYeHb OJIaroJapHa MajburKy 32 3TO.
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Wrak, Haim 1oHb1i Mapk cuesn Ha KAMEHHBIX CTYTEeHbKaX Moj1 OOMIBIION KaMeHHOHN apKoi Hero-
aajeky ot cBoero aoma. CTosuio To caMmoe kapKkoe JieTHee yTpo, Koraa Kuda packpbii cBoii cekper
CBOE BO3IIOOIEHHOM AifeneT. Mapk He CTpeMuIICs HalTh CBOMX CBEPCTHHMKOB, YTOOBI CKOPOTATh
BpeMs B OeclieyHOM JIETCKOM Becesibe. EMy ObUIO BCero HEMHOIO JIET, HO caM IOHOIIA YK€ OIIy-
man cedst B3pocabM. Masbuuk mpo cedst pe3rupajl CBOMX CBEPCTHUKOB, OH MTPE3Upajl CBOETO OTIIA,
MOYTH BCEX JIOJEH, KOTOpbIe ero OKpyxkaiu. TONBKO OfMH €AMHCTBEHHBIN YeOBEK ObLT yBaXaem
Mapkom. DTuM 4eJ0BeKOM ObLI ero MoJiofnoi HactaBHUK. Kua Obut Ha iecsiTh jieT crapie Mapka, u
MMEHHO OH B3sUT Ha ce0s1 00s3aHHOCTb Tepe]l BCE CEKTOU caudenteneii BOCIIUTATh U3 MAJIbUMKA BEp-
HoOro noceoBatesns ux 6ora. Kuga Muoromy Hayuni ceoero nogoneqtoro. MimenHo 6iarogapsi cBo-
eMy IJITAMEHHOMY HaCTaBHUKY Mapk mepecTa CTpaluThest yOUicTB U rpadexa. Heckomnbko MecsiieB
Hazan Kuda u [JaBua B3sm ero B mepBbId MOXOA B KUJIMIIE OTHOro Ooratoro pumisinuHa. Hader
XPHUCTHUAH 3aKOHYMJICS BIIOJHE YAaYHO: 0€300KHUK ObUT YOHT, a BCe ero OOrarcTBo AOCTaOCh CEKTe.
B TOT cameiii Beuep, Korga cocTosics TOT rpadex, Mapk He 6e3 mHTepeca HaOmonal, kak Kuda
COOCTBEHHBIMHU PyKaMH XJIaJTHOKPOBHO AYIIIJI )KeHY PUMCKOro 6oraya. OKpoBaBJIEHHOE TEJIO CAMOTO
XO35IMHA JJOMa JIeKaso 6e3 IBUKEeHHUs B criajibHe. MapK XOpOIIo 3aroMHIII, Kak JlaBuj] ¢ TPOTUBHOM
YJIBIOKOM Ha CBOEM JIHIIE BBITEP CBOW OKPOBABJIEHHBI HOX 00 OJIEK/1y MEPTBOTO PUMJISTHUHA.

Cujis Ha TETUTBIX CTYTIEHSIX ITOCPEIN MYCTHIHHOM YJIOUKH, MapK BHOBb M BHOBb BOCIIPOU3BOIIT
B CBOEY MaMSITH TOT BOJIHYIOIIMIA MOMEHT, KOT/1a 0OpaJoBaHHbIA OOJIBIION HAXKUBOW B JOME YOUTHIX
pumitsiH Kudpa mogbexan Kk HeMy U IPOTSHYIT eMy CBOW HOK.

«Tam, Ha Bepxy, OCTaJIMCh IeTH HEBEPHBIX, — npousHec Kuda, mporsarusas Mapky okpoBaB-
JIEHHOE OpYy/ue, — MOWAM K HUM, ¥ 3aKOHYM HauaToe HaMu. MBI I0JKHBI YBUIETh, HACKOJIBKO CHITBHO
THI JIIOOUIITH Harrero 6ora! Crynaii xe!»

Mapk noBuHOBasIcsl. OH YBEpEHHBIM I1arOM Havasl MOJHMUMATHCS TI0 HEOOJIBIIION JIECTHUIIE Ha
BEPXHUH 3Tax JoMa. TaMm, B OIHOM M3 CHIAJIbHBIX MIOMEIEHU I, OH HaIlleJT IBYX MaJIeHbKHX UCITyTaH-
HBIX MaJIbYUKOB.

VBuUIEB MOJIOIOTO I0HOIITY, IETH OTBKHMITUCH CITPOCUTh y MapKa riae ux MaTh ¥ 4TO IPOU30IILIO
BHU3Y, [T0YEMY B3POCJIbIe TaK CHJIBHO KPUUYaJIM B HOUM. MapK He CTaJl IOJro pa3MbIIUIATh U OLCHU-
BaTh CBOM AercTBUs. OH XJIaJITHOKPOBHO 3aHEC OpyAue HaJl roJoBOU ogHOro u3 jaereil. HecuactHoe
AWTE He YCIeso Jaxe BCKPUKHYTb. Mapk ObICTPO M aKKypaTHO paccek apTepuio Ha ero miee. Bro-
PO MaJIbUMK, CIOBHO UCITyTaHHOE MaJICHbKOE )KMBOTHOE HAOMIOAABIIINI 32 YOUICTBOM CBOETO Opara,
MOCTApaICsl YUTU OT HEMUHYeMOU Trudenu, 3a0MBIINCh B CaMblil TEMHBIH yron KOMHathl. OqHaKO
BCKOpE IOHBIH yOMiilla HACTUT M ero. PeOeHOK ycresn Ui c1ad0 BCKPUKHYTh, IPEXIe YeM OCTPHIi
HOX B pyKax Hairero muioro Mapka caenan cBoe feno. EnBa oHoIa 3aBepiimin HayaToe, Kak Ha
MOpore KOMHATHI, TIe IIPOU30IIUIO CTpaIlHOe JesiHre, BO3HUKIA (purypa Kudwl. YBunes conesiHHoe,
OH ObLIT BecbMa 00paIoBaH yClieXaMH CBOETO yueHHKa. MapKk BCIOMHMJI, KaK pyKa HACTABHUKA B TOT
3HAMEHATEJIbHBIA Beuep MSTKO JIerIa Ha ero Iievo.

«ToI cripaBrICS». — 10OpoyIIHO rpousHec Torna Kuda, ckinonusimck mo3aau Mapka 1 ipo-
IIETITaB 9TH CJIOBA MPSIMO B YXO I0HOIIE. — «Thl ClpaBUIICS,, MOM MUJIBII YUEHUK. . .».

Ckazas 310, Kuda nackoBo moiienoBaa MajibuvKa B IIEKY.

70T notiesyi ObUT OCJIEJHUM COOBITHEM TOTO IOCTONAMSITHOTO Beuepa, KoTopoe Mapk cymern
3allOMHHUTb.

Ternepb OH CHIEN COBEPIICHHO OIMH, HAa YLy TUXOW YJUIIbI, B TEHH HEOOJBbIIONW KaMEeHHOM
apku. HauaBmmiicsi leHp He mpeBemayl MajibuuMKy Huuero xopomero. Kudy oH He Bumen yxe
HECKOJIbKO JJHEH, a BO3BPAILATHCSI B CBOM JOM, TJIe €ro KAaIH TOJIOMHbIE M 037100IEHHBIE POJICTBEH-
HUKH, IOHOIIIE COBCEM HEe XOTEeJIOCh.

BuesarmHo Mapk no4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO KTO-TO MpUOMM3MIICS K HeMy c3aau. OH He ycren odep-
HYTbCSI, TaK KaK 3HaKOMasi JoOpasi pyKa KOCHYJIACh €ro XyAOIaBoro Iuieva.

— T xpan mMens1, yueHuk? — npousHec Kuda, crost mo3aam 0HOMM U MATKO 0OXBAaTUB €ro
HEXKHOE IUIEY0 CBOEH KPEnKOUl pyKowu.
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Mapk kpaitie 0OpaIoBaJICS MOSBJIEHHUIO CBOETO JIIDOMMOro HacTaBHUKA. OH OBICTPO MOIHSIICS
Ha HOTU U YTBEPAUTENILHO KUBHYJI CBOEI KPaCUBOM T'OJIOBOM.

Kuda BHUMaTETBHO 1 ¢ HECK PhIBAEMBIM MHTEPECOM OIJISIIET OJIesTHAE CBOETO HacTaBHUKA. OHO
BO30YyIMJIO B HEM OOJIbIIION MHTepec. Masburk ObLT OfIET B HEKOe NIoI001e rpeueckoro naums. Jler-
KHI ¥ TeTUTBIA BeTep OOAyBaJl €r0 HOTH, CJIerKa PUIOJHUMAS Kpasi €r0 OeXkIbl.

— IMoitnem, mout apyr, — ckazan Kuda, no-npexneMy epxka MajJbudKa 3a IJIEY0 U YBOAS €ro
3a co0Oid, — 51 IpUIIesT, YTOOBI JaTh TeOe OuepeTHON BaXKHBIN YPOK.

Mapk 6e3pOornoTHO TOCIEA0BA 32 HUM.

Ooa 10HOIIM HAITPAaBWJIMCh BHU3 TI0 YJIUIIE, TY/AA, T/l Ha TOPOACKMX OKpanHaX pacholiarajvch
OYeHb TEMHBIC U HEB3pAYHbIE MECTA.

— Ham HyxHO yenmuauThCs1, Mapk, — ciierka B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM rojiocoM rporooput Kuda cso-
€My HaCTaBHUKY, — 3TOT YPOK Oy/IeT OUeHb BaKeH, HaM He HyKHbI CBUETEJIH.

Manb4yuK MOJHOCTBIO TOBEPUJICS CBOEMY CTapllieMy HacTaBHUKY. OH JIOBEpUMBO U C OOJb-
HIMMU HAJeKJaMU B CBOEH IOHOMW AyIlle CIeA0BaJ 3a HUM.

Kuda u ero maneHpkuii CriyTHUK OCTAHOBMJIMCH BO3JIe HEOOJIBIIIOTO, 3eMJTCTOTO 1IBETA, IBYX-
9TAXKHOTO 3[]aHMsI, KOTOPOE PACroarajoch B CAMOM HEB3PAYHOM M IMOTAEHHOM YTy IJTyXOH yJIUIIbL.
Kuda nozpHsi cBoto pyKy U ¢ OOJBIION CHIION MOCTYYal B TOJICTYIO U APSOIYI0 TEPEBSIHHYIO JBEPb,
MIPUKPHIBABIIYIO BXOJ B 3TO HenpusitHoe Mecto. CIycTsi MUHYTY JBEpb CO CTPAIIHBIM CKPHUIIOM,
COMPOBOK/IABILIMMCSI CKPEXKETOM CTaporo Jaepepa, pacrnaxHynaack. Ha nmopore Kudy nu Mapka Bcrpe-
THJIA YK€ HEMOJIOZAsl U HAIOJIOBMHY celasl KEHIMHA, HAIOMHHABIIAS cTapylo nyaeiky. OHa Oblia
ofieTa B HEKOe TMOHOIIEHHOE Cepoe IIaThe, KOTOpoe, TEM He MeHee, COXPaHsLIO CBOM MepPBO3JaHHbIN
NPWINYHBIA BUJ. B epBylo ouepespb HeBbIcOKast keHiumHa orsiaena Kugy. Hekoe nono6ue ynsioku
BBICTYIIIJIO Ha €€ MPECTapesioM 3aropeBIIeM JIUIIE.

— Kuda, mutsa moe! Kak 51 paga TBoeMy npuxomy! — ¢ CHIIBHO HAaUTPaHHOM PaIOCTHIO CKa3aa
X035IMKa AoMa.

— OcraBb CBOIO pajioCThb AJis apyrux rocreii, Kocmuna. — HegoBonsHO npousHec Kuda. — Mue
HY)XHa KOMHarta.

— Tebe moBe310, MOW MUJIBIN, — CKa3ajia X035iKa, COBEPIICHHO MIepecTaB YJIbIOaThCs, — BUEpa
y MEH$1 OCTAHOBMJIOCh MHOTO ITyTHUKOB M3 Pa3HbIX CTPaH, HO JUIs TeOsl 1 HAlly MecTo. A KOTO ThI
MpUBel ¢ co00it?

C 3TiMH CIOBaMU KEeHIIMHA oOpaTuia CBOM B30p Ha KPacHUBOI'O IOHIIA, KOTOPBIHA CTOSUT UyTh
no3aau Kudpwi.

— He 1BOE HEM0, cTapyxa! — 3m06HO0 npommnen Kuda. — [lamib Tl HaM BOUTH WM HET?

JKeHIMHa MOCITYITHO OTOIIUIA B CTOPOHY, MPOITyCKasi 00OOMX IOHOIIEH B MOITYyTEMHOE U ChIPOe
roMelieHue.

— Tawm, HaBepxy, Thl 3HaelIb Ty KOMHATy. — cka3ajia Kocmuna, korga Kudga u Mapk okazanuch
BHYTPHM ee Kuuia. — Moxere MouTH Tyaa.

T'oBopst 3TO, OHA yKa3zana pyKol Kyaa-To BBepx. JomkHO ObITh, A1st Kudbl 3TOT *kecT ObLT
BITOJIHE TIOHSITEH.

— Wnem. — noBenuTeIbHO CKa3al OH, Bellss Mapka K y3KOW KaMeHHOM JIeCTHMIIE, YXOSIIen
BBICOKO BBEpX.

[onussimck HaBepx, Kuda 6p1cTpo 00Hapy k1T HEOOIBIYIO MTCTYI0 KOMHATY. 31ech ke pac-
TOJIArajioch elle TP KOMHATHI, IBEPH B KOTOpPbIE ObUTH HATIYXO 3aKpbIThl. CaOblil IIIyM, JOHOCHB-
LIMIACS U3-3a 3aKPbITBIX JBEPEN, TOBOPUJI O TOM, YTO TaM €CTb Kakue-TO NocTosuiblibl. Kude 310 He
oueHb MoHpaBuiock. [loka oH 1 Mapk nogHumanuchk HaBepx, Kuda nomarai, yro xurpas Kocmuna
oOMaHyJ1a ero, CKa3a, 4TO KTO-TO €Ille OCTAaHOBUJICS B e HEYIOTHOW Howiekke. OH XOTes, 4TOObI
3TO cBUAaHue ¢ MapKoM ocTayloch 1Sl BceX TailHOM. JIMiiHue oy, MprcyTCTBOBABILIUE, ITyCKall U
3a 3aKPBITBIMH JBEPSIMH, B 3TOM JIoMe CHIIbHO cMytai Kudy.

OpnHako Teno v AyIly ero My4uia CUJIbHasI CTPACTb, U OH PEIWI IOBECTH HA4yaToe 0 KOHIIA.
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[IporycTuB B mycTylo KOMHary cBoero muioro Mapka, Kuda Ovictpo mpukpsut asepb. OH
MIOCTOSIIT BO3JIE Hee, a 3aTeM TMOBEPHYJICS K CBOEMY YYEHUKY. MaslbuuK BbUKUAAIOIIE, C OOJBIION
MOOOBBIO M HAZIEK/IOW B CBOMX TEMHBIX IIa3aX CMOTPEJ Ha CBOETO HACTABHUKA.

Kuda BHOBb 1 oueHb BHUMaTEIBbHO orisiaen Mapka. Buj ero crpoiiHon (pUrypbl U KpacuBbIX
IOHOIIIECKUX HOT, BBHIIVISIIBIBABIINX HM3-TIOJ] YMCTOTO ONESHHSI, CHJIBHO B30OYHOPaXUJI BOOOpaXKEHUS
SIPOCTHOTO TocneioBaresist HoBor penurun. OH noforien Kk Mapky U JJaCKOBOTO TIOJIOKHIT eMy Ha
TUIEYO CBOIO PYKY.

— Ckaxu MHe, Apyr. VIckpeHHe M Thl Bepulllb B Hatero 6ora? — cipocuiaa Kuda, osictpo
NIepeBOIsl AbIXaHE.

— O, na, HacraBHUK. Beeil cBoelo aymioi. — orBeTr1 Mapk.

— l'oToB st THI OTHATH €My BCIO CBOIO JIIOOOBH U Bcero cedst camoro? — mponomkan Kuda,
CWJIbHEE CkUMas riedo Mapka.

B mazax mManbuvKka BHICTYIUJIM CJ€3bl YMUJICHHUSI.

— ¢l roToB oTaTh emy ceOst IeJIMKOM, JIUIIIb Obl OH ObLT MHUJIOCTUB KO MHE.

Pyka Kudsi cockonb3nyina ¢ mieya Mapka BHU3 M KOCHYJIACh €70 OTOJIEHHOW PYKH.

— OH MoXxeT nmoTpedoBaTh OT TeOs KEPTBHI B JIOOOW MOMEHT, IIOHUMAEIIb. [lake mpsamo cei-
yac. — rosioc Kudwsl craHoBumiics Bee cadee, eMy TsKeIo ObUIO ABIIATS.

—Ha... ma... — Bce TakKe PeBHOCTHO OTBETHJI MAJIbUHUK.

Kuda permmrensHbIM pHIBKOM MPHKAT €ro K CTeHe, a 3aTeM 00XBaTuil 00erMHU PyKaMH €ro
XPYIKHAE MATBUUIIIECKUE TIICUH.

— S mpuBen Teds croa, MO YYEHHUK, YTOOBI Thl TIO3HAJ €ro JIo0OBb, — ckazan Kuda, nouru
3aJIbIXasiCh OT BOJHEHUS, — Thl JOMKEH MO3HATH JIIOOOBb, YTOOBI 3aTEM OTAATh ee Hamemy oory. Thl
rOTOB K 3TOMY?

Mapk cBoell 10HOM MHTYHMIMEN Hayaja MOHUMATh, YTO XOYEeT CHeJaTh ero JIOOUMbIA YUUTENb.
Ho on Obu1 MCKpeHHE BIT0OIEH B HETO, 1ake CUJIbHEee YeM B caMoro 60ra, KOTOpoMy eMy MpeCTOsII0
HAyUYHUTHCS TIOKJIOHATHCS X KOTOPOTO TPeOOBAIOCH JIIOOUTb.

Tem BpemeHeM yuutesbckue pyku Kudbl onmyctummcs eme Huke. OCTOPOKHO, HE OTIyCKast
IOHOIIIY OT CTEHBI, OH MOBEPHYJI €ro CrHOM K cebe. Mapk nmouyBcTBOBas AbixaHne Kudsl 1 B3BON-
HOBAHHO OULTYTWJI, KaK CHU3Y TIOMHUMAETCSI Kpall ero OfexkIbl.

— TbI OMKEH. .. Tl JOJKEH MO3HATb. .. — OBICTPO MOBTOPSUT YUUTENb, BCE TECHEE MPUKUMASICh
K €ro CIvHe.

Uepes HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHMI Mapk MOuyBCTBOBAJI HECTEPIUMYIO 0OJIb, KOTOpasi Hapacraia
Bce cuiibHer. OIHAKO OH CO BCEH CHITHI CKasl CBOU TYOBI, UTOOHI He 3aKkpruarh. OH JOBEpsiI CBOEMY
HACTaBHUKY-BJIACTUTEIO U XOTEJ ObITh MTPEAAHHBIM EMY.

—INo3Hartk. .. THI IOMKEH MO3HATH. .. — ToBopuJI Kuda, criagocTpacTHeIM 1 OTBJIEYEHHBIM rOJIO-
COM.

B omntume ot cBoero npegaHHoro yuyeHuka, oH omryinai HebecHoe OnaxkeHcTBo. EmMy xoTenocs,
YTOOBI 3TO CJAJOCTHOE HABAKICHUE HE OTITyCKasIo ero. Ero pasym coBepIlieHHO 3aTyMaHUJICS B TO
mMraoBenre. OH Bujen nepen coborr Mapka u AlieneT nonepemeHHo. BooOpakeHue ero kak Oyaro
comuio ¢ yma. Yepena KpacuBbIX 0Opa3oB B BUJIE OOHAKEHHBIX KEHCKMX U IOHOIIECKUX Tell, MeJlb-
KaBIIMX B €ro CO3HAHMH, HAKOHEI] MPHBEJa ero K BepimHe OnaxeHcTBa. Cierka mpuoTKphIB POT
Y 3alIPOKMHYB TOJIOBY Ha3ajl, OH ME/JIEHHO OTCTpaHWJICS OT cBoero nogoneynoro. Kuda noggancs
MCKYIIIEHUIO, HO BO3HATr PaKICHUEM JIs1 HETO CTajla ero HACHITHBIIASICS TUIOTh.

Ha rna3ax Mapxka BeicTyniuTH ciie3bl. OHY ObUTH BBI3BaHBI HE TOJIBKO OOJIBIO, KOTOPYIO My IpH-
YMHWIJI HACTABHUK, HO M IPYTYM, HETIOHSTHBIM U TPEBOKHBIM UyBCTBOM. OH OITPaBHJI CBOIO ONIEK/TY
u B3nisHyN Ha Kudy. ToT cTosiy, mpucIOHUBIIKCH K AEPEBSIHHON JBEPH, €T0 JIBIXaHUEe CTAHOBHIIOCH
Bce Oosiee poBHBIM. Ha sinile HacTaBHMKA BBICTYIWI OOMJIbHBIN 1TOT. MoJT4aHue MexXIy JByMs MOJIO-
AbIMU JTIOJBMU TIPOAOIKAIOCH TOBOJIBHO J0iT0. OKOHYATEIHbHO OT/ABIIABIINCE, Kuda B3rsaHya Ha
MaJTbUMKa.
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— JIIoOUTH U OTHABAThH CBOIO JII0OOBH TSKENIO, OCOOEHHO HAM, CBUIETEIAM OOKBUM. .. — HAYAIl
ropopuTb Kua. — Thl JOMKeH HAyIUThCS JTIOOUTH, ITO CaMOe ITIaBHOE, UTO TpeOyeT OT Hac Halll Oor.

Mapk HAYEro He OTBETHJI, OH CTOsLT Iepe]l yUUTeIeM MOT4a, MOTYIHB CBOM IJIa3a.

— Ckopo, coBceM CKOpO, THl M 51 TIOJlyYMM BO3HArpaskJIeHUe 3a Hallly MpeJaHHOCTh Oory. —
nponokun Kuda. — Enmckon ckaszan MHe, 4TO Mbl HAaUHEM BOCCTaHHUE, KOTJa B TOPOJ BepHETCS
UMIIEpaTop.

Mapk HeOXHAaHHO 3a0bLT O CBOMX HEJaBHUX CTpaJlaHusX U Oonu. B ero riazax mejabKHYIO
HEUCToBast 371002 1 Mpe3peHue.

— 3HauuUT, yXe COBCEM CKOpO? — CIpOchI OH. — VI ThI BO3bMEIIIb MEHSI ¢ COOOM U TIO3BOJIUIIIb
y4acTBOBATh B HEM?

Kuda pagoctHO ycMexHyIICs IBUTKOCTHA CBOETO TOJOTEYHOTO.

— KoneuHo, TOTOBb CBOH HOX. — CKa3aJl OH, BHOBb TOAXO/s K MaJIbUMKy U OOHUMasi pyKaMu
ero mieyd. — Mpl COBEpIIMM MPABOCYAME HAJl HEBEPHBIMHU, a BCE X MMYIIECTBO MOIESTHUM MEKILy
HAMU 1 HAIIMM OOTOM.

Mapk 6bu1 pag 3tum crioBam Kudsl. Oru ipousBesu Ha Hero 60mbitoi 3¢ gekt. EMy kazanocs,
YTO BCE T€ CTPAAaHMs, KOTOPbIE OH MEePEKMIT B 9TOM TECHOW KOMHATE, B OJJMH MUT UCKYIIMJIUCh 3TUM
OTKPOBEHUEM yuuTesns. Bausurcs pacripaBa HaJ HEeBEpHbIMU, a, 3HAYNT, ¥ HakuBa. [Ipudem Gosbinas
HakvBa. Mapk mpo cedst permi, YTo HACKINS U Tpadesk, BhI3BAHHbIE MACCOBBIM BOCCTAaHHUEM €TI0
coOparbeB B TOopofie, MO3BOJSAT MY YKpPacTb HECMETHBIE COKPOBHIIA, KOTOPbIE XPaHATCS B JIOMax
HEBEPHBIX.

— Tak korpa, korga? — pemuresibHO cripocuyi oH y Kudwl. — Korga Boccranue?

— CKopo, COBCEM CKOPO, — POU3HEC YUUTEb.

Kuda nenagonro 3agymaics. Ilocine KopoTkoi may3bl OH J00aBUJ, JOBEPUTENBHO TIISIsS B
71232 MaJIbYUKy:

— He npenaBaii 3HaueHUs CIyIUBIIEMYCs 3[1€Ch, MOM MIJIBIA Mapk. DTOT puTyas ods3arTelieH,
OH 3aCTaBJISIeT JIyYllle OHATh KEPTBEHHOCTD M JIIOOOBH K coOpaThsaM U Haiemy ['ocriony.

Kuda ne mor nonodpars npyrux cnos. OH U HE XOTeJN 3TOro JesaTh.

Mapk JIiillb paBHOAYIITHO KMBHYJI CBOEH T'OJIOBOM HA 3TO KOPOTKOE 3aMeYaHWe HACTABHUKA.
[Nepen TemM Kak BBIATH 13 KOMHATHI, Krha 0CTOpOkKHO CyHYI I0HOITY HEOOJIBIION KOXKAHBINA MEIIOYEK
C HECKOJIbKMMHU TSKEJIBIMI MOHETAMU BHYTPH.

Koraa oHOmm MoKMHY/IM yHBUTYIO TOcTHHUIYY KocMmuHBI, MX myTu paszonumick. Hu o uem He
JOTOBApUBASCh 3apaHee, OHU Pa3OIUIUCh B Pa3Hble CTOPOHbL. Kaxplii U3 HUX HAIPAaBUIICS B CBOM
JOM.

I'naBa mecrag
HoBglit 3akoH

Cryctst cemb AHEW Mocjie BO3BpallleHusi uMmrepaTtopa MakcuMyHa B MPOBUHIIMIO, B LIEHTPE
ropozia ObUla YCTAaHOBJICHA KpPyITHasi OpOH30Basi KOJMIOHKA. Ha Hell 4eTKo M akKypaTHO ObUT BHITpa-
BUpPOBaH yKka3 MakcumuHa. B npeamOyiie cBoeld yka3 3TOT cofepikasl BOCXBAJICHHE BCEro MaHTEOHA
PUMCKUX OOXECTB, a TaKKe OJIaroJapHOCTb MM 32 COTBOPEHHE BCETo KMBOTO Ha CBETE. YKa3, PUITHU-
cbiBaeMblii MakcMMUHY, Coiepall Takke 0J0OpUTEIIbHBIE OT3bIBBI BCEM JIIOSIM, KOTOPbIE HEYKJIOHHO
MOKJIOHSUTUCh PUMCKHMM OOraM M COOJTIONANIN TPAJUILIUK CBOUX TPEIKOB.

31ech ke, B TOM BBICEUEHHOM Ha KOJIOHKE yKa3e, YIIOMUHAJIOCh U O TIPECTYITHUKAX, KOTOPBIX
pUMJIsSIHE HapeKJIM XprcThHaHaMu. Mmnepartop ynpekan rocieoBaresieil 3Toil CeKThl B TIIECIABUM U
[IynocTy. Brajiplka Takke MUJIOCTUBO MPOIAT BCeX TeX 3a0y/IIIuX JIojiel, pelvBIIUX MOPBaTh C
9TO cekTor. Ho Tex, KTo yrpsamo mpoaokai CieIoBaTh «BeTMYaliiieMy 3a01yKICHUI0» 1 UCTIOBE-
AOBaJI XpPUCTUAHCTBO, UMIIEPATOP IMOBEJIEBAJI BbITHATH U3 ropoda U MPOBUHIWN: <<IIEI6I)I ropom, 1/136a-
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BUBIIIKCH OT 9TOW CKBEPHBI U HEUECTHSI, 0OpaTuiics Obl K OJIarOrOBEHHOMY CITyKEHUI0 OeCCMEepPTHBIM
6oram».

TeM jxe mpecTyImTHUKaM, KOTOpPbIEe TIOKEJIAI0T OTPEUbCst OT CBOUX (DAHATUYHBIX 320y KACHUNA 1
BHOBb KUTb B COOTBETCTBHU C PUMCKMUMH 3aKOHAMH M TIOUUTATh OOrOB, UMIIEPATOP 0OEIaT MUATOCTH
Y IEJPOTHI.

«Cornacurtech TOJIBKO C/IENIATh ITO, U BbI TIOMY4UTE Bce Oe3 mpomensieHus. Oka3aHHas BaleMy
rOpo/ly MUJIOCTh, OyAET BCETAa CBUACTELCTBOBATH O BallleM OJlaroyecTu U JTIOOBH K Ooram, a Jyis
BalllUX JIeTell OHA CTaHeT [I0Ka3aTeJIbCTBOM, YTO IO Ballell MyAPOCTM W BBl MOJYYWJIM ILIEIPYIO
Harpajy 3a BHIOpaHHbI BAMU KU3HEHHBIH My Th», — OBLIO CKA3aHO B yKa3e umrneparopa MakcuMuHa.

HoBocTb 00 3TOM MMIIepaTopckoM yKase ObICTPO OXBaTwIia BCIO MpoBUHIMIO Do Karmro-
muny. Jllony Havanu menTtarbesi. MHOrMe U3 HUX 3HAJM, YTO MX 3HAKOMBIE WU JIPY3bsI CTAIN y4acT-
HUKaMHU TOTO JIBUKEHHs, KOTOPOE CTAJIO TaK HEeHaBUCTHO mmrepatopy. Ctaiu aaxe roBOpuTh, YTO
KOBapHBI MaKCUMHH 3alyMall UCTPEOUTh BCEX PEMTMO3HBIX MPECTYIMTHUKOB, YIIOMUHABIIUICS B
ero 3aKOHe, KaK TOJIbKO Te MPUAYT K HeMy paau npomenus. OnHako cam ummnepatop Boctoka Obut
TBEPIO yYBEPEH B CBOEM pEIIeHUH He MPUUYUHSATH BpeAa 3aKJISATHIM BparaM PUMCKHUX TpPaIULUN U
3aKOHHOTO TIopsiKa. Y MakcumuHa OblTa Apyrasi 11ejib — 3aCTABUTh X COOMIONATh TPAJUIIIH CHIION
yOe K IeHH 1, XOTSIT OHU TOTO WJIH HeT. iMriepatop yske co3aalt ykas, KOTOPBI MPEeIHChIBalI BCEM, KTO
MMEHOBaJ ceOsl TOCTe0BATE IS IMI HOBOW BEPHI, MOCIYIITHO COBEPIIATh KEPTBOMPHUHOILICHUSI PUM-
CKMM Ooram. B oTBeT Ha 3TO UMIIEpaTOp KJISJICS MPEIOCTABUTh STUM JIIOSIM 3alIUTy OT IPOU3BOJIA
COrpaXkJaH ¥ TOHEHWI CO CTOPOHBI BiacTeld. MiMreparop Takxke 3aTpeOOBaJl Y MECTHBIX JEKYpPHO-
HOB CITMCOK BCEX M3BECTHBIX MM B 3TOW MPOBMHIMHU XpUcTHaH. OH pelwi 3aCTaBUTh KaK MOXKHO
Ooblliee KOIMYECTBO THX JIofe coOparbcst B OfHOM Mecte. Tam nmneparop notpedyer oT HUX
COBEpIIIEHUS] KEPTBOIPUHOIIEHUS. DTO, TI0 MHEHHI0 MaKCMMIHA, HE CTAHET aKTOM HACWUJIMS Hajl
JKHMBBIMU JIIOABMU, «HO NPOOEMOHCIPUPYEn OMCMYNHUKAM OM 3AKOHA U CO8ECMU HACKOALKO CUALHO
PUMCKOe Npago u puMckasi eaacmu». Iloka xke ero nopyveHre npuBOJUIOCh B UCTIONHEHUE, UMITEpa-
TOp BO3JIekaJl Ha POCTOPHOW CKaMbe B CBOCH PE3UICHIINYU B IICHTPAJILHOW YaCTH OBIBIICH CTOJTHIIBI
Nyneiickoro napcrsa. M3 nmomympaka CBOMX MOKOEB OH HAOJTIO/IAI 32 3aXOAsIMM cotHiieM. Ero nuio
ObLJIO CITIOKOWHBIM, a Pa3yM HACJIaXJaJICsl yCTAHOBUBILIMMCS B TOT BEYEPHUI Yac Ha YJIUIAX CTOJHIIBI
THIIMHOW ¥ TTOKOeM. TOJBKO /1ajieKo B 1ajd, TJe-TO Ha CaMOl OKpanHe TOPOJICKMX KBApTAJIOB, SIPKO
ropeny HeOoJbIMe OrHU. ViMriepartop mogyMal, 4To BO3MOXKHO 3TO ObUTH (paKesbl, OHAKO OH He
MIPU/IAJT STOMY SIBJICHUIO OOJIBIIIOrO 3HAYEHHMSI.

To neficTBUTENLHO ObUIN 32Xk KEHHBIE (pakenbl. Y Hecm ux 3aKyIsAThie Bparu uMrieparopa Mak-
CUMUHA. XPUCTUAHE, WU ceUdemeni, Kak OHU ceOs1 Ha3bIBAJIM, yXKe Y3HAIN O HAMEPEHUSIX PUMCKHX
Bjacteil. MHorue u3 npejictaBuTeseld 3TOM MOTYyTaiHOW CEKThI, y3HAB O IUIaHaX MUMIIepaTopa, BHe-
3aITHO BEpHYBILETOCS M3 BOGHHOT'O ITOXO0/a, PEIIVIIM TOKMHYTh CBOM JoMa 1 6exathb 3 ropona. Cpenu
MHOTMX U3 HUX ellle ObUT CBEXKU BOCIIOMUHAHUS O HEAABHUX TOHEHUSIX, YCTPOSHHBIX PUMIISTHAMM.
Nwms [InokeTrana Bee ellle BHYIAI0 CTpaX MHOTMM U3 TOCTIeI0BaTe el HOBOM PeJIUruu.

VimeHHO mo3aTomMy OOJBIIMHCTBO TOPOKaH, 3HAYMBIIMECS B PUMCKHX CIMCKaX KaK XpHUCTUAHE,
pelIMIM Ha 3aKaTe MOKWHYTh CBOM JoMa. MHOTHe Jogu OyMasii, yTo MaKCHUMHH CBOMM YKa30M
TMIOJIOXKUJT HAYaJI0 HOBOMY CTPAIIHOMY TOHEHUIO.

Bonblias rpymnmna jofei CKonmiach Ha 10;KHOM OKparHe ropoia. MHOTHe yke 3anpsriyi CBOUX
nomanen. Jpyrue, BCleaCTBHE CBOeW OEIHOCTH, UCTIONb30BAIM OCJIOB JUISl IEPEBO3KU MAIEHbKUX
aeteit u Bcero cBoero ckapOa. ColHIle 3aIuio 3a TOPU30HT, a MO TOPOAY MOMON3Ma JIMIKAsI, TycTast
HOYb. Ha ynuiie 3aXriock HECKOJNBKO JIECSTKOB (pakenoB. Jliomu crapainch Kak MOXKHO CKOpee
coOpaTh CBOM MOKHUTKH U cOeKaTh KyJa-HUOY/Ib CO CBOCH CeMbeH, CIPSATABIIUCH OT 3JI00HOTO UMIIe-
paropa B Jpyroil 4aCTy UMIIEpPHH.

Kuda men Baons yepeapl HEOOMBIIUX OMYCTEBIIMX JIOMOB C 3K KEHHBIM (DaKkeIoM B pyKax.
OH He obparnan BHUMaHUsI Ha OECHYIOIIYIOCS BOKPYT TOJITYy CBOMX COPaTHUKOB, KOTOPBIE PEIIMIN
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Oexarb, JIMIIb TOJBKO MX KU3HSM Hadasla yrpoxarb oracHocTh. Kuda men B ctopony roma enu-
CKoIa.

OH nofo111en K 3HaKOMOU KPenKoy IepeBSHHOM IBEpU M IPOMKO noctyyai B Hee. [Ipopomxku-
TEJIHOE BpEMs1 HUKTO HE OTBEYAJl HAa €r0 BHE3AIHbIN BU3UT. O/IHAKO CITyCTS KAKOe-TO BPeMs IBEPb
BCE K€ OTBOPUJIACH U U3 HEE MOKA3aJIOCh JIMIO 3HAKOMOW MOXKUJIOHN KEHIIVHBI.

— Yo TeGe? — HeroCTeNMPUUMHO CITPOCHJIA OHA.

— Enuckor, — B3BosTHOBaHHO MTporoBopu Kudpa, — MHE HysKeH eN1CKOIL, IPOBEAN MEHSI K HEMY.

— CeroziHsi OH HE MOXET HUKOTO BU/IETh, YOMPANCS. .. — C STUMU CJIOBAMH CTapyXa 3aXJIOMHYJa
ABEPb NPSMO Tiepe]] HOCOM HE3BAHOTO T'OCTSI.

Kuda 6pu1 B sipocTu 0T Takoro oOparmeHus. OgHAKO HUYEro clesiaTh OH He MOT. Y/IapuB CO
BCEH CUJIBI TIO TIPOKJISATOM JIEPEBSHHOM JIBEPU HOT'O, OH OTIIPABUJICS ITPOYb.

Termepb ero myTh JIeKal K JOMY CBOEH BO3JIOOJIEHHON — ATiesier.

JlocTUTHYB OOJIBIIIOrO JIOMa, KOTOPBIA MpUHAAIexkal ceMbe AlieneT, Kuda HacTopoxkeHHO
OCTaHOBWJICSI HAITPOTUB €ro BOpOT. JloM NOKa3aJicsi eMy COBEPIIEHHO MyCThIM. B ero okHax He ObUIO
CBeTa, a BOKPYT llapriia MepTBas TuivHa. Kuda He 3Hai1, uto emy nenarth qassiie. EMy ka3anock, 4to
B 9Ty HEMPUSATHYIO HOUb €ro OpOcuiIM Bee. Bee ero 3Hakomble COpaTHUKY Oekaji U3 rOpojia, eMCKOI
EpMoH MomTuas, HeCMOTpsI Ha HABUCIITYIO HaJl BceM OpaTcTBOM Oeloi, a JBepH A0Ma, PUHALIEKAB-
IIIEro ero JIOOMMOM JKeHIIMHE, OKa3aTCh 3aKphIThl. Knda mouyBCcTBOBaJ, Kak €ro co BCEX CTOPOH
00CTynaloT TEMHOTa 1 O€3HA/Ie)KHOCTh. B €ro HecuacTHYIO ToJI0BY 3aKpajiach CTPAIIHAS MBIC/Ib O BO3-
MOXXHOM OTCYTCTBHUM TOTO CaMoro Bcemoryiero bora, B KOTOporo oH ¢ Takoii cenoToit Bepui. Benp
He OpocHT ke Bcemoryimuii ero B Takoe CTpariHoe Bpemsi. . .

— 4 3nau1, 4to oty Tebs 31eCh, Opar.

Tomoc aBuya B 3T0T MOMeHT nokasaiicst Kude cyacTimBeiM n30aBiIeHHEM OT BCEX CTPAXOB
Y OTYasTHbAI.

OOepHyYBIIKCh, OH YBHJEJ CBOETO CTAPOro HAMapHUKA BO3JIE CTEHbI Ha MPOTHBOIOIOKHOM
CTOpOHe yuIIbl. [laBua cTosil B osypacciaadiaeHHo! mo3e, CKPeCTUB PyKU Ha TPYAH, U C YJIBIOKOU
CMOTps1 Ha pactepsiHHoro Kudy.

— To1 He Oexan u3 ropoaa? [Touemy? — pagOCTHBIM U pacTepsIHHBIM TojlocoM crpocui Kuda
y CBOETO MPHSATENS.

— Pa3Be TbI He citbliall o npukase Tupana? [Touemy? — MOBTOPHII IOHOIIIA CBOW BOMPOC.

JlaBu[ M1aBHO OTAENUIICS OT CTEHBI M MEIJICHHO HampaBuiics HaBcTpedy Kude.

Ero nuno B HOYHOM Mpake MoKa3ajoch TOMY OUeHb OJIeIHBIM U HeNMPUATHBIM. Poikast 6opona
3TOro MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEeKa HEOObIYaliHO CTapuiia ero M MpeaBaja ero Juily emie 6osee OTTaJK1uBa-
IOIIHE YEPTHI.

— BeryT ot TMpaHa TOJIBKO TIynibl. — oTBeTHI OH Kupe. — U 51 BUKY, UTO THI HE U3 UX YHCTA.

OH cosepitieHHO MpudIM3uiIcs Kk Kude, u Bcran npsamo HanpoTuB Hero. OH MOCMOTpPes MEMO
CBOETO HaNapHHUKa, MPsIMO Ha TEMHBIE OKHA AoMa AlienieT. 3aTteM ero B3IVIsil BHOBb OOpaTHICS Ha
pactepsinHoro Kudy. Ha nune [laBua BHOBb BHICTYIIMIIA HEMPUATHAS €XUIHAS TPUMAca.

— Hy 4ro0, oTBeTHIa OHa Tebe B3aMMHOCTBIO, OpaT? — CIPOCHII OH, OOHaXasl B YJIBIOKE CBOU
TEMHbIE 3yOBl.

— He tBOE Aen10. .. — pe3ko npecek ero aep3kuii Beinaa Kuda.

— 3aro s 3HaI0, KTO OTBETUII. .. — IPOJOJIKAs YIIBIOAThCS, OTBEeTU laBu.

Kuda penmn ve nogaBarbest Ha ero mpoBokauu. OH MOJTYa ¥ paBHOAYIITHO B3IVISIHYJ B €0
71232, a 3aTeM CIPOCHJI TBEPABIM T'OJIOCOM:

— I'me enmuckon? Bugen 1o ero?

Jluto laBuaa BAPYT CTajo MPAavyHbIM M HEJOBOJIbHBIM. OH SIBHO OBLT YeM-TO CHJIBHO pa3ipa-
XKeH.

— TBoi1 MOOMMBII €ITUCKOIT — TPYC U IIapJiaTaH.

25



['. A. AzaHoBckui. «XpHUCTHAHE»

Kudy Bo3MyTHIM 3TN C1I0OBa MEP3KOTO I0HIIA, HO OH CyMeJl CAepkKaTh ceOsi, YTOObI He HAHECTH
TOMY yAap KyJIakOM B JIUIIO.

— He cmeli Tak roBOpUTH! — KPUKHYJT OH Ha BCIO yauIly. — UTo OH ckazas Tede?

— 41 b1 y Hero cerofHs THeM, efBa MOSBWICS yKa3 MakCMMHHA O Hac. — 37100HO 3arOBOPHIT
Hasun. — S npennaran tBoemy Enmckorly HauaTh BOCCTaHME, KOTJa MHOTUX M3 Hac NMPUBEAYT Ha
TMOKJIOH 3TOMY Mep3Komy yooxkecTBy — MakcumuHy. KitstHych O0rom, s rotoB ObUT JINYHO BBIXBATUTD
HOX M OpocuTcst Ha 9Toro ThpaHa. [Tyckail ToJIbKO OH XOTh Ha OTHO MTHOBEHHUE OCTaHEeTCs1 Oe3 CTPakKH.
O, npoxkJisiToe oTpojbe!

— U uto ke Epmon? — B Gombiiom Bo30yxaeHun cripocus Kuda.

JlaBu] CBEpKHYI Ha HETO pa3rHEBaHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— YenoBeK, NMeHyeMBIii ceOs IVIaBoil LepkBu B Mepymmanaiinve, OTBETHI MHE, UTO BpEMs
MecTH etie He npuiuio. OH ckazal, 4yTo OOr He XOUeT Halllel KePTBbI ceiiuac, a CMEpTH BparoB HAIIMX
— yiKe 3aBTpa.

Kude norpedoBanock HEMHOrO BpeMeHH, YTOObI OCMBICIIUTD CJIOBa CBOETO HA3BAaHHOTO Opara.
OH MOHSIT TPUYMHBI HEOOY3/IaHHOTO I'HEBa, KOTOpbIN Tep3as daBua.

— Tak naBaii e COBEpIIMM 3TO BEJMKOE /IO BMECTe, — COOPABIIUCH C MBICTISIMH, POU3HEC
Kuda, — s1 HeHaBMKY JMKTaTOpa HE MEHbIIIE TeOsl.

— O, =er. 51 He Bepio Tebe, Opat. Thl CIMIIIKOM TOCITYIIIEH BOJIE CBOETO EMUCKOIIA. — TPOM3HEC
Hasu.

— YOuiicTBO HEHaBUCTHOTO UyHOBHIIIA HEOOXOAMMO BCEM HaM, M Jake EpMoHy. — OTBeTHI
Kuda. — Bo3amoxHO y HEro ectb Jpyrou IiaH Ha 3TOT CUeT.

— Ero nutanbl Beceraa octaioTcsi B TaliHe, MOSTOMY MBI HE Y3HaeM, €CThb JIU OHU Y Hero Booolie,
oOpar.

Kuda permmn Bo uTo ObI TO HA CTAJIO YCMUPUTD TIBUTKOCTh CBOETO COPATHHKA.
— Bepuitib 1 ThI MHE Kak CBOeMy OpaTry M COPaTHUKY? — PEelIMTEIbHO CIIpOCchI OH Y JlaBua.
Tor ycmexnyics B otBeT. Ho TyT e BHOBB CTaJl CEPbE3€EH.

— Ecnm TBOM 1IeNM COBMAJAOT ¢ MOMMHU, TO HUKAKMX COMHEHHWI B MOEH MpeJaHHOCTH Tebe
OBITH HE MOXeT, Opat. — oTBeTHI [laBuy, ¢ OOBINON HAJek 101 B I1a3ax cMoTps Ha Kudy.

ToT GbICTPO 0OEpHYIICS MO CTOPOHAM M, YOSIMBIINCH, YTO HA YJIMIIE KPOME HUX HUKOTO HET,
3aroBOPIJI OOJIee TUXUM, 3ar0OBOPUYECKHM, OJIOCOM:

— MBI noiinem youBaTth TUpaHa BMECTe, s IOAAEPKY TeOsl, U 3aKOHYY JeJI0, €CJTU Thl He CMOKEIIlb
3ape3arbh ero camocTostesbHO. — roopuit Kuda. — Ho mporry Te6s1, myckail 9T0 COBEpIIUTCS He
3aBTpA...

— [ToueMy 3TO He JOJIKHO COBEPILUTHCS 3aBTPa? — HEJOBOJIBHO MpepBal ero JaBum.

Kuda npoHsurenbHO BcMaTpuBascs B €ro JIMLO.

— ThI e He Iy, Thl )K€ OHUMAeIllb, YTO YITH KMBBIMU MOCIe yOouiicTBa MakcuMuHa Ham He
nanyT. be30oxHUKM YOBIOT HAC, a 320[JHO M BceX OpaTheB.
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-K YEMY Thbl KJIOHUIIb, TOBOPH CKOpPEC. — HaBI/II[y Ha4aJI1 HAAO€AaTh HEACHBIE U3MBbBIIIJIICHU A
ero Jpyra.

— Jlaii MHE TOJIBKO OJMH JIEHb, 3aBTPAIIHUI. — pe3Kko oTBeTu1 Kuda. — A npuny k envckomny u
MIOTOBOPIO C HUM, 51 YTOBOPIO €r0 MOAAEpXKaTh HAC, HA4aTh BOCCTAHUE NTPOTUB Oe300KHUKOB.

Hasua riay6oko 3agymancs. OH CKJIOHW CBOIO TOJIOBY BHU3 M Kak OyATO MBICIIEHHO OTCTpa-
HWJICA OT Beero BOKpyr. Kuda permin He ipepsiBaTh X0 ero Mbicien. CiycTsl Kakoe-To BpeMsl Harap-
HUK Kudsl BHOBb B3MIsAHYI Ha Hero. ['pyOsiil ronoc daBuna nokaszancs Kude cypoBbiM U cierka
MYTaloIIUM:

— 3aBTpa MakcUMMH HAaYHET CBOE ITyMJICHUE HaJ/l BCeMU HaMU, HaJl BCEH Halllel 1IePKOBbIO, Ha
Hamteit Bepoit. Han Hammmm 6orom. [[ist MeHst Obuto ObI JTydIlle yMepeTh, YeM BUJIETh 3TO HECUACThE.
Ho ¢ coboro 51 xouy 3a0path 3TO UyIOBHUIIIE, ITyCKal J1aXe IIeHOI0 CBOCH KU3HU. . .

— Bceero onuH neHb, Opar. .. — BHe3aItHO BMeIaics B ero MoHosor Kuda.
JlaBuj1 UL HETEPIIEIMBO OTMAXHYJICS PYKOU OT THX CJIOB.

— Tw1 mpocutb y MeHs1, 9TOOBI 51 TEPIIEIT ITOT MO30pP B TEYEHHUE 1IEJIOT0 AHS, ¥ IPU STOM OCTa-
BaJICS B KUBBIX. §l Mory fnarh Tebe Takoe oOellaHre, HO TOJIBKO M3-3a OOJBIIION Bephl B TeOs1. Bepbl
B TBOIO [TOMOIIIb.

Kuda BHe3arHo noHsi1, 4To 3T CJIoBa 03HavaloT coryiacue. Enpa JlaBu OKOHYMIT CBOIO peub,
OH KPErKO OOHSIT ero 3a IJICYH U TOIEJIOBAJT B 3apOCIIYI0 TPSA3HONM OOPOIOH IIEKY.

He Ttepss 3ps BpeMeHu, OHU JOTOBOPUJIMCH O TalHOW BCTpede Ha crienyomiee yrpo. Iocie
9TOTrO MX ITyTH MOJTYa Pa3OLLIKCh.

I'naBa cegpmas
Ucrazanue

ConHIle paHO B30ILIO HAJ| THICSYEJICTHUM FOPOIOM. YIIUIIBI €r0 CTaJIu OBICTPO OXuBaTh. EnBa
yTpEeHHee COJTHIIE Harpesio KaMHU Ha MOCTOBOM, KaK U3 CBOMX JJOMOB CTAJIM BBIXOJUTDH JKUTEU CTO-
bl Ha y3kMX yurmax B 3T0 kapkoe YTpO CKOMMJIOCh MHOTO HapOIy. BONBIIMHCTBO JTofiel Obun
OfIeTHl B Mpa3dHUYHbBIC OJIesTHUs W PAJOCTHO YJIBIOATNCH, TIPeABKYyIas Becenoe 3penuiie. Cpenu
TOJITIBI 6]:»UII/I MOJIOAbIC MY)K‘{I/IHLI " JKEHIIIUHBI, 6OFaT])I€ HETroLrnaHThl, BEJIbMOXHU, CTapI/IKI/I n pacnaﬂB-
mmecs aetu. [1yTh Bcex 9THX Jiofiel B ’KapKoe yTpO MaKCUMUHOBBIX IPE/ICTABIEHUI JIekKall K XpaMy
Benepsl. IMeHHO Tam OTKHO OBLIIO COCTOSATHLCS TJIABHOE JISHCTBUE CETOMHSIITHETO JTHS.

Kak u 6b10 ycnosneno, Kuda u [laBua BCTpeTWIMCh HE3a0Ir0 JO Bocxoja cofiHua. [Tpu
BCTpeYe OHHM 3arOBOPYECKH B3MISIHY/IM JAPYT Ha JIpyra, OJHAKO He TPOPOHUIIM TPU STOM HU CJIOBA.
CryCTUBIIMCH BHU3 TI0 YJIUIIE, OHM OCTAHOBWJIMCH TIOJ] OOJBIIION KAaMEHHOW apKoH, OKUas Havasia
HIECTBUA TOJIIIbI. BCKOpe OHHN HeﬁCTBHTeﬂbHO YBUEIN HAYAJIO IIECTBUA. Mumo Hux ¢ Ka)K)IOI;'I MUHY-
TOH MPOXOOMJIO Bce Oonbliie 1 Oosbie moaei. O0a I0HOIIM ¢ HENMPUS3HBIO BIVISABIBATUCH B JIUIA
9THX TOPOKaH, MPOXOJUBIINX MUMO HHUX, TIOJl BRICOKOW apkoi. O, OHU-TO 3HAJIM, B YeM 3aKJII0Ya-
JIach PaloCTh TUX JIIOJEW CETOJHSAIIHUM YTPOM. Bce 3T KeHIIMHBI, My KYUHBI ¥ JETH UM K XpaMy
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Benepsl, Tyga, rae umneparop MakcMMUH NpUKa3al XpUCTHAHAM COBEPILIUTH KEPTBOIIPUHOILIECHU S
PUMCKHUM OOXEeCTBaM.

Tonrsl I0Aei, HECMOTPS HA AYXOTY, LAPALIYIO Ha TOPOJCKUX YJIMLIAX, IIECTBOBAIN B 3TO BOC-
KpECHOE yTpO K xpamy BeHepsbl.

B3o0Opasiick Ha Kphliy BRICOKOTO 3nanust, Kuda u JaBua BHUMaTepHO HAaOM0AAIM 32 TTPO-
ucxonsammm BHU3Y. Cpeay puMJIsSH, OXPaHSIBIIMX YJIUIIbI, OHU IJIa3aMU BBIMICKUBAINA HEHABUCTHOTO
UM UMIIepaTopa.

— HyXHo uaru kK xpamy, BO3MOXHO UCTSI3aTelb yke TaM. — ipousHec JdaBu.
He cnema onu conuii BHUS.

Nmneparop peficTBUTEIHHO ObUT BO3JIE XpaMa. B okpykeHrH HeOOMBIION OXPaHbl U3 MPeJaH-
HBIX [EXOTUHIIEB, OH OKHUIAJ, KOTJa K HeMy MIpUBey BCEX XPUCTUAH, OTOOpaHHBIX B oKpyre. Crie-
[IUAJTBHO JIJISI UMITEpaTopa JEKYPUOHBI TTPUTOTOBIIIM OOJIBIIIOE KPEecio, KOTOPhIM, OJHAKO, TOT He
CIICIIMNJI BOCIIOJIb30BAaTLCA, MPEANOUYNTAA OCTABATHCA Ha HOr'aX. Ero ,JIJII/IHHLII'/JI 66}1be1 I1amg CJIEerkKka
KOJIBIXQJICSI OT HECTICIITHBIX JBUKEHU, Ha MOsICE BUCEJ IJTMHHBIM MeU U TOJIOBY €r0 YKpalias 30JI0TOM
JIaBpOBbIN BEHOK. [71a3a ero ObUTH CHITbHO YCTaBIIMMU, HO JIUIO OCTABAJIOCh HEOOBIYAlHO CYPOBBIM.
Nmneparop permi Bo 4T0 ObI TO HU CTAJIO 3aKOHYUTH CETOIHSIITHION SK3EKYIHIO.

28



['. A. AzaHOBCKUU. «XpuUCTHaHE»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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