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Yacrs nepsas
Taiina pyOuHOBOIro Kpecra

Ceemaoii namsimu pooumeneii moux, I'eopeusi, Hpunwt, u omua moezo
Odyxoeroeo monaxa Ipoxkonus nocesuyaro. ..

IIpoJior

B kax 0¥ HOBOW UCTOPHH, JIaXke CaMOll HEMHTEePECHOM, €CTh KaKasi-To TaiiHa. XOTs ObI B TOM,
Kakoi y Hee OyleT KOHell. A 3Ta... 9Ta yke Hayajaach TAMHCTBEHHO M HEOOBIYHO B JPEBHEM, OCHO-
BaHHOM eitie B XII wim XIII (Toxe 3aranka!) Beke MoHacTeipe. Hauanach B TOT caMblil Tpeay TpEHHUIA
Yac, KOrJia COH JIIofIel OCOOEHHO KPETIOK M CJIIAJIOK.

B rynkom, TeMHOM Xpame, OCBELIEHHOM JIMIIb JJaMIaJaMH Y UKOH Ja PEJKMMU CBEYaMH, pa3-
MEpPEHHO U MPHUBBIYHO I CITy)K0a, COBEPIIAIOCh TAMHCTBO MCHIOBEIH.

[TasioMHMKM OIMH 32 JPYTUM HOIXOAWIIHM K aHAJIOI0, BO3JIE KOTOPOT'O CTOSUT CBALIEHHUK-MOHAX.
OHHM KasuMCh B CBOMX TpeXax: OJHHU IO TMaMsTH, Ipyrue mo Oymaxke. CBSIEHHUK pBajl OyMaXKu
Ha YaCTH, TIOKPHIBAJI TOJIOBY KAIOIIUXCS EMUTPAXUIIBIO, HETPOMKO TBOPWJI MOJIUTBY M OJIarOCIIOBIISLT
npuyamarecsi. [TotoM, BbIiIS U3 LAPCKUX BpaT B KPacMBOU 30JI0TUCTOM MHUTpPE, OH CKa3asl TaKylo
MIPOTIOBEIb, UTO TUIAKAIM HE TOJIBKO CTAPYIIKHU, HO M 3a0JeCTeN IJla3a y MyXK4HH, Cpeld KOTOPBIX
ObLT 1aXke BOCHHBIM. . .

[Mocne cmy:xObl 3TOrO CBSIIIEHHUWKA y BXOJA B XpaM C HETeprieHHeM MOKUAama 1esas Tomma
Hapoza. EyiBa oH nosiBUIICS Ha KPbUIBIIE, IO C PAAOCTHBIMU Bo3miacaMu «Crapell. .. crapell. .. OTell
TuxoH uner!» OGPOCUINCH K HEMY.

JIBa KpernKux MOCIYIIHUKA, TIPUBBIYHO TECHS TOJITY, 00pa30Bav KUBOU KOPUIOP Niepe]] cTap-
1IeM, KOTOPBIi, HE OCTAHABIMBASICh, MPSMO HA XOHy OJIarOCIOBIISLII, OTBEYaJ] HAa BOIPOCHI, JaBa
COBETHI. ..
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Kakasi-To eHIMHA IJ1aKkaga OT cYacTbsl — €l yAajIoch MepeaaTh 3alKcKy C UMEHEM CBOETO
cbiHa. [lpyrasi Kpuyasa npsiMo 4epe3 roJioBbI:

— Baromka! ¥V mens myx oduriep, Ha rpanurie 6e3 Bectu npornai! [lonroga HU ciryxa HU
ayxa...

— Bcé xoporo. .. Bc€ xoporo Oyaet! — MmuMoxooM Opocui el craperl. — Bepaércs!

— IIpaBaa?.. — Beps 1 He Bepsi poJierneTaia KeHIIHA.

ITo Tonme u3 ycr B ycTa MpoHEccs: BOCTOPKEHHBIN LIENOT, U MOCIBIIAICA YBEPEHHBIH, Aake
YyTb HEJOBOJIBHBIN TOJIOC TMTOCTYIITHUAKA!

— Pa3 craper1 ckazan, — 3HauuT, BepHeTCs !

JKennmHa mpocusiia, a T0XKUAAIOMIMIACS CBOSH OvYepean MapeHb YIUBICHHO CIIPOCHII CTOSIB-
IIIEr0 PSIIOM TOKHUJIOTO MYKYMHY B MOHAIIIECKOM OZICSTHUM:

— Kakoii e oH crapen? Emy u nsatuaecsru enie Her!

— A 3TO He OT BO3pacTa 3aBUCHT, — OTBETMJI TOT. — CTapiiaMu CTaHOBSITCS 10 Bosie Boxbei,
3a 0COOYI0 CBATOCTh KU3HM!

[NapeHs KMBKOM moOJarogapri MOHaxa 1, KOrja cTapel MOPaBHsIICS ¢ HUM, HEYMeJIO CIIOKIU
PyKH 1011 6J1arocyioBeHre U, 00sICh He YCIIETh, TOPOIUTMBO CKa3aJ:

— BnarocnoBute xpam y ce0st B [TokpoBke BOCCTAaHOBUTB! A TO — KpecTa HeT... KyIoJI OChI-
nascs. .. Ha cTeHax — Oepe3ku... CMOTpeTh OOIBHO!

Crapell OCTaHOBHJICSI, CaM TIOJIOKMII, KaK TMOJIOKEHO, MPaBYIo JIaJIOHb TIAPHS HA JIEBYIO U Jiac-
KOBO CKa3aJ:

— Brnaroe neno 3agymai. Bor 6marocnobur! Kak, roBopwiiib, cesio Ha3siBaeTcs?

— Ilokposka!

—Iok...poBka?.. — B JIMIle cTapIia 4To-TO APOTHYJI0. B30p ero 3aTymMaHuIIcs, OH Jake TPSXHYJ
T'OJIOBOM, CJIOBHO OTTOHSISI HEOKMIAHHO TIOPA3UBIIYIO €ro MBICIb. — IT0 — B Psi3aHcKo# obnactu?

— He B o6nactu — B kpae, B KpacHosipckom! — 3aysbidasics naperb — 3 Cubupu s!

— A, Hy I1a, Hy J]a... — pacCesTHHO KUBHYJI CTapell U, YK€ He OCTaHaBJIMBasCh, HE OTBEYas
OoJIbIIIe HM HAa YbM BOMPOCHI, HAITPABUIICS MPSIMO B OPATCKUI KOPITyC.

3pech, B CBOEH Kellbe, OH JJOJITO CMOTPEN Ha MKOHBI, MOJIHIICS, 3aTe€M IepeBes B3IJIsi Ha 3apo-
30BEBIIIEE OT NMEPBBIX COTHEYHBIX JIyUeil OKHO U TPOIIENTa:

— Her! He mory... He cmory!

Uepes mATh MUHYT OH YXe ObLT B JOMUKE HACTOSITEISI MOHACTBIPSI.

Crapblii cefioit apXMMaHAPHUT BCTPETHJI €0 CIIETKa YAUBJIEHHO, HO C YJIBIOKOM:

— Hy, otue... Tonbko XOTes KeJeHUKa 3a TOOOU MoCIaTh, a Tl Yke 371ech! UTo, permmin MeHs
cBoel po3opirBoCThio ynuBuTh? He Boiiiaer! [pusHasaiica: oreny @eonop yxe ycren nepeaarb, 4To
s1 Oy/y IpOCcUTh TeOsI MOJAMEHUTH €ro Ha BpeMsl OTITyCKa, a?

— Jla HeT, Kak pa3 Hao0OPOT, — Yepe3 CUITy YCMEXHYJICS cTapell. — DTO 51 caM IPHUIIIeN IPOCUTh
01arocIOBEHM S IMyCTUTh MEHS B OTITYCK !

— Te1? B otniyck?! — He moBepui1 HactosTeNb. — [103BOsb. .. 3a NATHAAUATS JIET ThI U CJBIILIATD
He xotes1 0 Hem! Jlaxke OT MOe3/IKM MO CBATHIM MeCTaM OTKa3aJICsi, HM pa3y He BBIXOIWJI 32 CTEHbI
MoHacTbipsi. U BApYT... B TO camoe BpeMsi, KOrJja HaIlUIbIB MaJJOMHUKOB, KOTIa Y MEHs TIOUTH BCe
HMEpPOMOHaxH B pazbesfie — B otiyck? Her! 1 motom, otye, ¢ TBOUM CepaiieM. ..

— la s yxe 3a0bU1, C KaKOMl OHO CTOPOHBI HAXOOUTCS! — MOMpOOOBAaJ MOUIYTUTh CTapell, HO
HACTOSITEJb TIOBBICKJ TOJIOC!

— 310 31€Ch, B MOHAcThIpe! A B Mupy? Thl XOTh IIpe/ICTaBIIsIEINb, YTO TaM TeTlepb TBOPUTCS ?
Xotd otkyna... Hu pagno, Hu teneBusopa... OqHO JeJ0 CIyXd, U COBCEM JPYroe — YBUIETh MUP
cBoumu rmaszamu. OH ke cpasy yower Te0s1! Her, Her, u He mpocu. He mymry.

— Hy, Toraa s cam noiiay! — CIOKOMHO 3as1BUJT CTapell.

— Hy u unu! — Benbuin HactosTenb. — OCTaBisiii MOHAILIECKYIO ofiekay M crymaid! Ha Bce
YeTblpe CTOPOHBI!
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— MW ocraBmo. Y noiiny! — permrenbHO HarpaBUICs K JBEPU CTapel], HO HACTOSTENb ITPUIepKal
€ro 3a Kpall MaHTUU:

— Ioronu. Csanp. Heyxenu Bce Tak cepbe3no? Ciydusioch 4to?

— la. inaue Obl HE TIpUIIIET.

— Y10 MMeHHO?

— Her... He mory pacckazatb, — oiyMaB, okauas rojoBoi crapel. — la... g3blk He noBopa-
yupaercs. Pa3se 4ro. ..

OH MOIOABMHYN JIMCTOK Oymaru, Hammcajl HECKOJIbKO CJIOB M MPOTsIHYN HactosTemo. ToT,
COBCEM KakK CTapell HeJaBHO YMTaJl 3alMCKU NAJIOMHUKOB, POYMTA HAITMCAHHOE, [TOYTH C yKacoM
B3[JISIHYJI HA HETO U YIPYYE€HHO MOKayvas roJioBOM:

— Ha... Jeno u Bopsamb cepbe3Hoe. axe cauimkoM. .. M Kak ke Tbl HAMEPEH BCE 3TO UCIIpa-
BUTH?

Craper; HEBO3MYTHMO MOKaJI [UIEYaMH U IPOU3HEC UIMHHYI0O PUTMUYHYIO (ppa3y Ha 4yKOM
SI3BIKE.

— OX, yX 3Ta TBOs JTIOOOBb K JIaThIHU! — MPOBOpPYANT HACTOATENb. — UTO 3TO MO-PYCCKU XOTh
3HAYUT?

— Tor cnenan nonoBuHy Jena, KTO yke Hayall ero! — OXOTHO NepeBest crapel.

Hacrogrens B310XHY:

— Buky, HacTpoeH Thl pemmtenbHo! YTo ke MHe Tenephb ¢ To0oi aenars? OTIyCTUTh HE MOTY.
Ho u 3agepxuBats He Bripase. JlagHo. [Toe3xaii. Bor 6marocioBur.

OH 00HsT cTaplia, MOMPOCKI XOTh MOMUTh C HUM Tepe]l I0POror 4aio, ¥ KOraa TOT BbIIIE
Ha KPbUIbLO HACTOATEIbCKOTO JJIOMA, CTaJ0 yke COBCeM cBemo. Ilenu nTuupl. 3a MOHACTBIPCKUMU
CTEHAMH [ITyMeJIM MallIMHBI, TOPOIUJIMCH UAYIIHE Ha padOTY JIIOIM — HAYaJI0Ch YKe HACTOsIIIee JIeTHee

yTpo...
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I'1aBa nepBast

1
— XopoImo-To Kak 3/7ech!.. — mpoienTaia MaMa

Ecmu 661 Crac TeryioB 3HaJ1, Kakue HEOOBIKHOBEHHbBIE KAHUKYJIbI OKUJIAIOT €ro B IEPEBHE, TO
HE TOJIbKO O He YMOJISLT pOUTENIel OCTaBUTh €ro J0Ma, C JIPY3bsMH, HO €Ile W MOTOPONUI Obl MX C
oTbe3I0M !

Lenpiil geHb, Bopua U B3[bIXasi, OH HAOUBAJ CBOM PIOK3aK MAIllIMHKaMM, ITUCTOJETAMU U JpY-
I'MMU «OECHEHHBIMU COKPOBHILIAMU», KOTOPBIE, KaK Ka3aJoCh eMy TOIJa, MOIJIU CKPAcUTb CKYKY
JepeBeHCKUX KaHuKyil. [locie nonroro criopa — oX, yk 3Ta Mama! — OpOCHII Ha JTHO CaMyl0 TOHKYIO
KHUKKY U3 IIKOJILHOW OMOIMOTEYKH. 3aTO KacCeThl TIOOMMBIX TPYII IOJIOKHIT CBEpXy. A ruieriep —
B KapMaH KypTKU-BETPOBKH.

3aKkOHUMB COOPBI, OH Ha/IeJ HAYIITHUKH, YCEJICsl HA TIOJIOKOHHUK U, IPUHSB JIIOOUMYIO 103y —
CTOpOMBIIINCH, PYKH B KAPMaHBbI, — CTaJI JK/IaTh.

— Bee! — 00bsiBIIT HaKkOHel! namna. — Oenuch U MpUceIy Ha JOPOXKY !

INocunes, o oObyalo, B ofexae U 0OyBM KTO Ha YeM, OHU BHIIIUIA U3 JIOMa U JIOEXAJH JIO
BOK3aJ1a.

Bcio Houb oe3; yHocui X oT MOCKBEL, a HayTpo CTtac yxe CTOsT Ha 3eMJISTHOM IIEppPOHE Aepe-
BEHCKOT'0 MOJTyCTaHKa U OJIa’KeHHO BAbIXAJl CBEKHMU BO3YX, OBICTPO MTPOTOHSIBIIMI OCTATKHU JIOPOXK-
HOI'O CHa.

Briepenu Ob110 orpoMHOe, MOX0Kee Ha MOpe € 3eJIeHBIMU BOJTHAMU TIOJI€ U JIAJIbIIIe, IO CAMOTO
TOPU30HTA — CIUIOIIHBIE Jieca!

— XOpoI1I0-TO KakK 3[1ech!.. — MpolienTaia Mama.

— Ma, 310 Bam He Ham ABOp! — BocTopkeHHO 3akpuyan Crac. — TyT 3a aBa qHS He 00exkaTb,
a TO ¥ Tpu MaJjio Oyner!

— IMoBen ObI Bac KpacUBOW JOPOTOM, Ja CYMKH TsDKeNble! — MoceToBal mamna, KOTopoMy Ipu-
HaJlIexkasna uaest KyruTh oM TMoj Jady B aepeBHe. JIuiio ero BApyr caenanoch crporum: — [oiiaem
HaMpsIMUK 4Yepe3 Kapbep, HaJl 3aTOIUIEHHBIM KOTJIIOBAaHOM. be3 MeHsI Ty/la HM HOrou: TPOIMHKA OIac-
Hasl, a ITyOuHa — TPUILATH METPOB!

— Cracuk! — 3a0ecrokomiiach MaMa. — ThI BCe CIIbIIIAN?

— Jla!

— U Bce-Bce monsn?

— Hy nma xe! — 6ypkay:a Crac. — Majio Bam, 4TO 51 OUH Ha BCE JIETO OCTAJICS, TaK eIlle U HeJIb3s1
HUYero?

— Bbusio OB xestanue, — 6epsich 3a CYMKY, YCIIOKOHJI €ro nara. — A Apy3eil Be3/ie MOXKHO HaiTu !

2
.../ TYT IPOM3OIILIO0 HEOKUJAHHOE

He nmpornuio u vaca, kak Crac, 1eficTBUTEIbHO, Halen cede apyra.

[Tpownsonuio 310 Tax.

Hackopo no3aBTpakaB, OH OCMOTpeJT TAXHYBIIUNA CHIPOCTHIO JIOM U OTITPABUJICS 3HAKOMUTHCS
C JIepeBHEN.

[Mocite MPUBBIYHBIX MPOCTIEKTOB U TOPOJICKMX MHOTO3TAKEK BCe €My 371eCh ObLIO B JMKOBUHKY.

Viuiy U3 KOHIIa B KOHEIl OH TPOIIeNT 32 KaKUX-HUOYIb NATh MUHYT. M 32 Bce 3TO Bpems He

YBUJIEJI HA OJJHOTO aBTOMOOWIISI, 32 UCKJIIOYEHUEM CTapOro «3aropokiia», Ha KOTOPOM OOJBIINMHU
9
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oykBamu ObuT0 HancaHo « MAIIIMHA », oueBUIHO, YTOOBI KTO-HHOYIh HE TIOyMaJl, 9TO 3TO YTO-TO
Apyroe. A BCTpETWII JIMIIb ABYX KEHIIUH y KOJIOIA C BEPTYIIIKOM /1a OTHOPYKOTO CTApUKA B BAJICHKAX
u ¢yTOOIKe.

[Noutn Bce noma B epeBHE ObUTM M3 TOJCTHIX OpeBeH. OJHM pajoBaM CBOEH KPETOCThIO U
SIPKUMH KPAaCKaMH, APyTue MOKOCUIIUCH OT BPEMEHH, ¥ TOJIBKO 10 3aHABECKaM Ha OKHAX MOKHO OBLIO
J0TagaThCs, YTO 37€Ch KUBYT €111 JIIO/IH.

Hoiaa A0 KpacHO-KMPIMYHOM MOJNypa3pyleHHOW LEPKBH, Ha KapHU3ax KOTOPOH pociu
6epe3ku, Crac 3ammarayi oOpatHO. Y KOJO/IA ¢ BEPTYIIKON OH CBEPHYJI Ha COCEIHION YJIMILY U YBH-
JIeJT KOPEHACTOT0, 3aropesioro MajbyuKa, CoOOMpaBIIEro BAOJb MbLIHHOM OPOTY MeKie KaMHU. EMy
NoMoraJia OueHb NOX0Xasi Ha Hero KypHocasi, BECHyIIIYarasi IeBOYKa, JIET CEMHU.

— A MBI rajbKy 7151 akBapuyMa coorpaem! — moxBacTasnach OHa. — Y HAac Kapacuk M BUJISIN-

XBOCTHI!

— ByanexBocTsl! — monpaBuiI MaJIbUMK U, C KAKOK-TO B3POCJION COJTMIHOCTBIO, TPOTSIHYJI PYKY: —
Baus!

— Cracuk!

U Tyt npousomnuio HeoxuaaHHoe. MaburK BAPYT MPBICHY B KYJIAK, a JIEBOYKA IOPKHYJIA eMy
3a CIIMHY.

— Yero 3t0 ¢ Bamu? — He noHs11 Crac.

— Jla Tak... HUYEro... y Hac CTacCMKaMH TapakaHoB 30ByT! OHa WX, 3Haellb, Kak Oourtcs! —
npstya yiaelOKy, 0ObsicHII BaHs v mpukaszan cectpe: — A Hy, MO3J0pOBAaKcCs.

— A y Hero ycoB Her? — nuckHysa 1a. — He ykycut?

— Her y Mens ycoB. OHU y MeHs1 OBIBAIOT, TOJIBLKO Korja s Kehup mblo! — MpayHO MOy THIT
Crac. — U 3y0b1, BUuamiib, kakue? — Pa3Be TakuMu yKyCHIITh?

JleBouKa BBIIILIA M KOKETJIMBO YIIBIOHYJIACH:

— Enena!

— Hy u mononexsp nonuia! — nokayasn rojgopoit Crac.

— Toxe MHe — cTapojexb! — HamopIIa HocUK JleHa u crenasna cepbe3Hoe Juio: — Hekorna
MHE C BaMU TyT pa3roBapuBaTh.

[Tonpasxas, oueBUIHO, MOXOJIKE CBOEW MaTepH, OHA JEJIOBUTO 3allaraja K JI0My, Ha XO/1y CO3bl-
Bas Kyp.

— Yynnas! — kuBHyN el Bcien Bans. — Bee ciioBa mo-cBoemy nonumaet. — U Tyt ke, 6e30
BCSIKOM CBsA3M npeiokwt: — Hy 4to, MOXeT, B HO)KMYEK rourpaem?

3
Heo:xuganHo no/ JjonaTou 4To-To 3BSIKHYJI0

VauBuTeNbHAS Belllb MaJIbUUINIECKast Jpyxk0a — Jierka, Kpenka, a yx osictpal.. YTpoM no3Ha-
KOMUJTHCh, 10 00e/1a MOAPAIUCh, K TIOJJIHUKY TIOMUPUJIHCH, @ BEYEPOM CTaJTH IPY3bsSIMU — BOJIOH He
pazoibelb!

Toraa-To u npeioxu BaHst mopei6aunTh HA CBOEM 3aBETHOM MECTE.

— I11oTBBI TaM BUAMMO-HEBUIUMO, & OKYHM — BO Kakue! — MoKa3asl OH JI0 CaMOro JIOKTS. —
[Momutu npsiMo 3aBTpa?

— Wpnem! — pagoctHo noaxsatui Crac.

— Toraa Hakomail Ha rpsiike 4epBeil! — 3aBOAsS €ro B KaJMTKY, KaK-TO XUTPO MPUIILYPHUIICS
Bans. — A 10 y MeHs1, 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO 110 oMy Je!..

Crac BKJIIOUWII TUIeHep, Ha KOTOPBIA C 3aBUCTHIO IOKOCHIICS BaHs, 1 mpuHsiIcs 3a padoTy.

Uepes mecsiThb MUHYT OH B3MOK. Uepes moyaca cOpocuil BETPOBKY. A uepe3 yac Jiorara cama
CTajia BaIUThCs U3 pyK. B KOHCEpBHYIO ke OaHKY 3a 9TO BpeMsl yIajio BCEro JIMIIb TPU YepBsKa.

10
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— Banb! — He BhiIepxkaB, 3akpuyan HakoHenl Crtac. — TeGe 4To — Hamo, YTOOHI 5 ITY TPAIKY
BCKomnan?!

— ITouemy? YepBu TOXe HY)HBI! — TOOOEKaB, yCMEXHYICsl BaHs 1 B35 U3 €ro pyk Jionary. —
Mpbi ke Bellb HE B Kapbep — Ha PEUKy UEM.

— A uTo, pa3Be B Kapbepe HeT pbiObl? — yauBwics Crac, BCIOMHMHASI OTPOMHYIO BOJASIHYIO
BOPOHKY.

— Hu onHoit! — yBepenHo ckazan Bansi, Ha yto Crac eme 6onee yBepeHHO 3asBUIL:

— Ja ny? Hu 3a uyto He noBepio!

— Cnopum?.. Ha nneiiep!

— Her! — orkazasncs Crac. — Eciii Xouellib, ¥ Tak MOCITYIIA.

— Jagaii! — o6panoBasicst Bans.

— U a! — 3atepedua ero 3a pyOamky Jlena. — [laiiTe 1 MHe payio MOCTYIIIATh!

— 310 He paauo, a riekep! — yemexnycs Crac.

—brneep! — mocnymias, 3acmesinack Jlena. — [Totomy uto 6eeT coBceM Kak Oapan y 6a0bt [Tosu!

— 10 Hama 6adymka! — oobsicHu Bans. — OHa ceituac ymupaer!

— Ot yero? — noexwics Ctac, He TOOUBIINI pa3roBOPOB O CMEPTH M BCETO TOTO, YTO Haro-
MHHAJIO O HEil.

— Or crapoctu. Eif Mama yKoJisl XOUT Jiey1aTh, OHA y HAac — MpouegypHas Mejcectpa!l — ¢ rop-
JOCTBIO CKa3aj Bans.

— Ilpoueymuas! — nonpasuia JleHa.

— A y MeHs narna — Xupypr! — ¢ BUJOM SIBHOTO MIPEBOCXOCTBA ycMexHyiicst Crac.

Bans1, cioBHO 061IeBIIUCH HA TO, YTO €My He4ero BO3pa3uTh Ha 3TO, CTall elle ObicTpee BCKa-
MBIBATh IPAAKY. JIeHa Toke pa3oM MOCKy4YHesa U MojTda crosiia psgoM. CTacy BIPYT CTajlo HEJIOBKO
niepen pedsATaMu, ¥ OH MPEJIOKUIT TI0JIa3aTh B 3a0pOIIEHHOM XpaMme.

— Ha b1 uT0? — youBwics Bans. — TaM ke paHblIiie OBOIITHOM CKJIa[] ObLT, TOTOM CBAJIKa, CYMTAM,
OOIIIECTBEHHBIN TyaJleT, 3Haelllb, KaK BCE 3arakxeHo!

— Hy u ut0o? Bee paBHO mHTepecHO! — HactamBan Ctac M, 4yTOOBI 3apyUYHUThCS MOAICPIKKON
BanuHO# cecTpsl, pemm noaesaTbes Moy ee MaHepy roBoputh: — Yto, JIeHka, mounum urparh B
xJ1aM? — cTaparesbHO BBIIEIsSIS TTOC/IeIHee CJI0BO, CITPOCHUIT OH.

Ho Jlena HeoxxraaHHO HE Tojjiepkalia ero.

— He xyam, a xpam! I B xpame He urpaiot, a MonsaTcs. Tak 6ada Ilons roBoput! — cTporo
MOTMpaBMJIa OHA U MOKa3aia NMaJbYMKOM Ha UIYIIETro MO YJIUIE, MapHs B congarckoi onexe: — O,
[JISIAUTE, CPaXKaHT UAeT!

Tenepp yxe CTacy NpuIUIOCh IONPABIIATH €€:

— CepkaHT! — ¢ yCMEIIIKOM CKa3asl OH, HO IEBOYKA HE YHUMAJIACh:

— Cpaxanr, cpaxaHt! — ynpsMo MoBTopsiia oHa. — CepkaHThl B IPOCTOM apMHM CiIyKar. A
3T10T — B YeuHe, rae cpaxaiorcs. 3HauuT, KTo oH? CpaxaHT!

— Otkyna oHa y Tebs Takasi? — Kayasi rojioBou, mernHyna Bane Crac.

— Camu He ToHUMaeM ! — GeCIIOMOIITHO OTO3BaJICS OH. — [10 MATH JieT BOOOIIe MoTJaa, JyMaju
yX — Hemas Oyfer. A MoToM B JJOMe, UTO Tellepb BalllMM CTaJl, YIYUTEbHHIIA U3 TOPOa OTAbIXasa.
JleHka k Hell moxoAauJa-MoXoquiia Ja Tak TOBOPUTh Hayasa, YTo Mbl U caMu He paapl! CuHUUKA y
Hee, BUIUTE JIM, — 3eJICHMYKa, pyOaHOK — CTPOTaHOK, PHIOMI MaJiek — PhIOEHOK, Ha HOraX — HOT'TH,
a Ha pyKax...

Bans xoten, BUIHO, CKa3aTh «pyKTH», HO TYT IO/ JIOMIATON HEOKUIAHHO YTO-TO 3BAKHYJ0. OH
HAKJIOHWIICS U 3aKpHYal:

— I'napn, yero g Hamen!

— Crapunssiii pyons! — axayn Crac. — «He Ham, He Ham, a umenu TBoemy!» — 1o ciioram
MIPOYMUTAIT OH.

— CepeOpsinbiii! f u3 Hero OnecHy chenaio! — mpsiya HAXOAKY B KapMaH, 3asiBij1 Bans.
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OHHM TYT ke — OTKY/Ja TOJIBKO CHJIbI B3SUTHCh — MEPEKOIATN BCE BOKPYT, HO OOJIbIlIE HUYETo He
HAIIUTH.

Crac roToB ObUI 3aIJ1aKaTh OT JIOCA/IBI, BE/Ib MPOIOIKH KOTIATh OH CaM. ..

— Otnail MHE MOHETY!.. — IPOrHYBILIMM I'OJIOCOM MONPOCKII OH. — BiiecHy 1 B Mara3uHe MOKHO
KyIUTh. 51 cTapuHy, 3HaeIITh, Kak JI0OMo? Y MeHs JIoMa I1eJIblid My3el eCTh: JBE BOCHHBIC ITyTOBUIIbI,
TIb3a U3 OKOIA U TSATh APCKUX MEJISIKOB. ..

WA

ﬁugr\:‘:\"-——_

— A TbI 32 HETO CBOM TUIEMEp OTHAlIb? — COlLypuJjicst BaHs, 0TYero ero JuIo CTaio elie XuTpeu.

— Tsl uro! MHe Mou nipeaku He Mo3BoJAT. Tebe Obl TBOU pa3peruim?

— V¥V Hac tonpko ogHa mama! — B310XHYI Bans. — OTtell y Hac... Thl TOJILKO 3TOTO HUKOMY He
rOBOpH, ITO 5 TeOe, Kak JIpyry... pasBequuk... OH yexan Ha 3agaHue, Korjaa JIeHke ele roga He
ObU10... OHa 0 CHX MOp TUTIOLIEBOrO Me/IBE/Is Marloii 30BET.

Uro 6b110 CTacy 1o Banunoro otiia? OH Tak pacCTPOMIICS, UTO MPOITYCTU MUMO YIIIEH TaKylo
CHOTCITMOATEIbHYIO HOBOCTh M TOJILKO HA BCSIKUM CITy4ail YTOYHWI:

— 3HauuT, He JaIb?

— Her! — mouemy-To He obupencs, a OyaTo Iaxe oOpaJoBaJiCsl TAKOMY PAaBHOAYIIUIO Apyra
Bans. — oy nyyiie B ¢pyTo0 orousiem?

— He xouy, — GecuBetHbIM ronocom oto3Baics Crtac. — A BmpoueM, uaeMm. MHe Tenepb Bce
PaBHO. ..

C 3TOll MUHYTHI KPACKH JieTa, TOMOH MTHII, 3arlaXx TPaB U LIBETOB — CJIOBOM, BeCh MUP TOOJIEK
st Craca. Bee ero Mpiciu Obutd 3aHATH MOHETOH. OH mpejjiaraia CMeHsITh €€ Ha MapKu, TOTOB ObLI
oTnath napckue Measku. Ho Bce ero npenioxkeHus pa3ouBasvch, Kak KOM 3eMJIH O Jiorary !

— Kak 6a6a ITons nomper, st Toxe cebe My3eii cienaio! — roBopuit Baus, ypsich Ha rieriep. —
A 4ut0? YV Hee Bce BellM CTapUHHBIC: NPSUIKA, KHUTH, UKOHBI, CAMOBAp, YTIOT JOIEKTPUIECKUMA, —
MIEPEYUCIISIT OH U C SIBHBIM HAMEKOM Pa3BOAWI pyKaMu. — A Takoro pyOss Het!..

12
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4
IIo Aopore 1ImjiaH J0o3peJa OKOHYaATECJIbHO...

Hakonen Craca no3Baiy 1I0MOM — yKUHATb.

3a CTOJIOM OH CHJEJT MOJTYa, PACCesTHHO KOBBIPSISI BUJIKOW JKapeHyIo phIOy.

— ThI uTO, yXKe ycren ¢ HOBBIM JIPyroM MOCCOPUTHCSA? — CIIPOCKIT Narla.

— Her, Hao00poT — MBI ¢ HUM 3aBTpa Ha pbIOAIKY uaeM. [lyctuis?

— Onnn? bes B3pocnbix?! — BCTpEBOKMIIACH MaMa.

— Iycrs unet! — paspermn nana. — 3a0AHO ¥ PHIOKM TIPHHECET!

— Bl a1y cHauvana poemiste! 3ps, 4TO JM, A B MarasuH xoausa? Ele nenblX TpU OKyHS B
XOJIOOWJIbHUKE JiexkKaT!

— 910 coBceM He To! [TapHIO CKOPO ABEHAALATh, @ OH HU pa3y Ha peiOaike He ObL!

— A Ha Mope? — HallOMHWIa Mama.

— To He cunTaetcsi! — BO3pa3swi nana v MOAMUTHYJI ChIHY: — MBI, ObIBAJIO, K MaJIKe HUTKY C
OyJ1aBKOH MpUBsIKEM, Mama Tedst OTBJIEUET, a sl Mayibka Haueruto. «Kmoer! — kpukny. — Tanm!» Tel
— «yIOYKY» Ha ce0sl, a TaM — pbIOKa!

— JloBO-0JbHBIN ! — cMesich, OATBEpAMIIA MaMa.

— Hexopomio maneHbkux oOMaHbIBaTh! — OypkHYJI CTac, U TyT CJI0OBa «yJOUKa. .. OKYHb. .. ppi0a
Ha OyJlaBKe...» 3aBEpTEe/IUCh, CJIOBHO CTEKJIAIIKM B KaJEHI0CKONe, U 3aCTbIM YeTKUM y30poM. OH
TMOHSUT, KaK MOKHO 0€3 pHCcKa NOCTABUTH ILIeHep MPOTHB MOHETHI.

Crac OBICTPO MOYXMHAJI U BHIOEKAT U3 IOMA.

Io nopore nyaH 103pes1 OKOHYATEIbHO.

«Bans xouer crioputs. B kapbepe HeT pbiObl. Ho y MeHs ecTh OKyHb, M €CJM 51 CyMelo, Kak
nana. ..»

— Banb! — 3akpryail OH B OTKPBITOE OKHO.

— Hy? — Bbiien Ha nopor BaHs — 10MOTh xJsie0a B OAHOM pyKe, CTaKaH ¢ MOJIOKOM — B JPYTOM.

— Moxer, B Kapbepe Bce-TakM ecTbh pblda? — octoposkHO Hayas Crac. — §1 ymras, 4yTo MKpa
NpUJIEIUIeTCS K JIalkaM YTOK U Pa3HOCUTCS MO BOAOEMaM.

— To no Bogoemam! — nogasna u3 okHa rosnoc JleHa. — A y Hac — ma3yroem!

— B kapbep mMasyT ciamMBaioT, — kys, oATBepAn1 BaHs.

— CnopumM, 4TO XOTb OfIHA, Ja €CTh? — NPUCTYNWI K 1aBHOMY Crac. — JlaBail yTpoM 3aiiieM B
Kapbep, U s nopeloady. Ecim noiimaio — MoHeta mMos!

— A eciu Het — 1ueiiep Mou!

— Tonbko Ha onHy Heaemo!

— Ha mecsn. .. — Hauan ToproBatbesi BaHsi, HO TYT U3 OKHa BeICYHYach JleHa.

— Banb, Kapach onsTh BUISIXBOCTOB I'OHsET!

— CKaxu eMy, 4TO, €CII He TIEPECTaHeT, 5 ero B Kapbep Opoly, BOT U OyAET TaM phl. ..

Bans Bapyr ocekcs Ha nonycioe. [1a3a ero couypuamuch Tak, 4To JIMLO CTaJO COBCEM XMT-
pbIM:

— A naBaii Tak, — ObICTPO MpeaIoKII OH. — O0a 3aKMHEM YI0YKH, U €CIM KTO YTO MONMAET,
Tomy npu3. TeGe — MOHETy, a MHe — ILIeliep, TOJIBKO, Uyp, ke HacoBceM !
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I'naBa BTOpas

1
Bujas TemHble OKHA, OH C 3aMHPAIONIUM Cep/IeM MocTydal...

Bcio Houb mpoBopoyasicst Crac, ciagko podest OT MPEACTOSIIEero U TOporis Bpems. JIuib moj
yTPO €ro CMOPWJI TIIyOOKHUH, KaK OMYT, COH.

— Cracuk, nopa! — menorom no3pajia €ro Mama.

— Ppi6anky npocruiiib! — rpOMOBBIM T'OJIOCOM HAIlOMHUJT OTell, KOTOPBI BCI0 HOYb padoTa
HaJl AUccepTalyen.

Crac MUroMm ofiesicst U KMHYJICSL B YIOJI, IJIe JieKaJl IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN €Ille C Beuepa PIOK3akK.
3aBepHYTHI B [TAKET OIPOMHBII OKYHb, Oy ThUIKA JITMMOHA/1a, KOTOPYIO BhIIIbeT BaHs1, 4T00bI, 0TOCkKaB
10 HY’KJIe, 1aJ]1 BOBMOKHOCTh HAIIETITh HA KPIOUOK PhIOy, — Bce OBUIO Ha MecTe.

— Hu nmyxa Hu niepa! — noxesnana mama.

— Hu poiObeii yelyu! — nonpasui e€ oTell.

«W Hu cepedpsiHOTO pyOIIsi!» — cyeBepHO nomyMai Crac, BeiOerast u3 ioMa.

Ha ynurne 6b110 TEMHO ¥ 3510K0. 3Be3/Ibl, YCTaB TOpeTh HaJl CIISIIEH JIepeBHEl, pa3oM yCTaBU-
ymck Ha Hero. [Toexusasich, Ctac nodesxkan no Banunoro joma. Bujist TeMHbIe OKHa, OH C 3aMHpalo-
UM CEep/LIEM MOCTYYall ¥ YCIIbIIIAN:

— 3axoay, MaMbl HeT goma!

— A s gymad, Tel civiiib! — pagoctHo ckaszan Crac.

— Her, Mbl 110 3BOHWJIBHUKY BCTaJIM! — MOCIBIIIANCS rojoc JIeHbI.

— A 4ero 0e3 ceera cugure?

— A Banbka He xo4eT, 4TOObI 51 BUJIEJIa, YTO OH TaM Y aKBapuyMa JIeNaer. . .

TyT pazfasicsi 3BOHKUH 1UIENOK, U JIeHa BBICKOYMIIA B KOPUIOP, OTUPAst 3aTHUIOK.

Uepe3 MUHYTY Bblllien 1 BaHs: B pyKkax yJo4Ku, yepes IJIe4o — CyMKa.

— Hy 4ro, nomumum? — 1eJIoBUTO CIPOCUIT OH, HE3aMETHO MOKa3bIBasi CECTpe KyJaK.

— Kak! — ynuBuicsa Crac. — M ona ¢ Hamu?

— A kypna ee neBarb? Mama tenepb JieHb M HOUb y 0a0bl [Tonu. Bot 00y3a Ha Moo rosioBy!..

— He 00y3a, a 06s13a! — Kanpr3HO BO3pa3wia JeBOUKa. — Thl 3a MHOIO clieuTh 00s13aH? O0s13aH!
3Ha4uT, KTO 4 Torga?

U, nob6eaHo BCKUHYB roOJIOBY, IEPBOI HAIIPABUJIACH K BBIXOLY.

2
C10BHO CTO CKOpBIX IOe340B 3arpoxoranu Hax Cracom...

OHM BBIIUIM U3 IOMA U HAITPABUJIUCH T10 MPEIPACCBETHOM JI0pOre K Kapbepy.

— Kak noiiiem — 6eKKOM WM THIITKOM? — ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO cripocuia JleHa.

— IMemkom! — o6opBai ee Bans. — M Hukyna He otxofas ot goporu!

Tyt Crac coobpazui, uro JleHa Moxer OTBiIeYs BaHIo Jiydiie BCAKOrO JMMOHAIA, JOCTAT
OyTBUIKY ¥, OTCTyHasi OT TIIAaTeJIbHO pa3paOOTaHHOTO IUIaHa, caM IMpUMai K Heill. BooBonb Hanms-
LIMCh, OH MTPEJIOKIIL:

— Yrowaiitecn!

JIumoHaa XBaTUIIO Kak pa3 10 Kapbepa.

Hoiins no oOpwiBa, Bans B3su1 JleHy 3a pyKy 1 MoBJiek 3a coOou. CItyck ObUT KPyTOM, CHITYYHI,
u Crac c o0GneryeHreM BBIIOXHYJI, OKA3aBIIUCh BHU3Y. XOJIOIHO, MpayHO ObUIO B Kapbepe. OT yep-

HOW, B Pa/Iy’KHBIX MATHAX, BOJBI, MAXJI0 PKABBIM KeJIe30M U OSH3UHOM.
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I'me-to HeBnmaneke 3arpoxotan noess. Bce BOKpyr 3aapoxkano, cBEpXy MOCHIIAIUCH MEJIKUE
KaMHH.

— MockoBckuii? — pa3marbiBasi YIOUKH, cKa3ail BaHs u, ycibliaB CKpexeT TOpMO30B, YAu-
Buicsi: — CTpaHHO, BpOZie Kak MO3IHO IJIsI Hero. A pyrue CKOpble y Hac He OCTaHABJIMBAIOTCS !

— Moxert, cron-kpaH copBayin? — npeanonoxui Crac.

— Jla Het, ona3apiBaeT, HaBepHoOe!

— A MBI Tak BoBpeMsI nipuexaiu! — noxpactai Crac u modexan K BalyHy, pyras ceds 3a 1o,
4yTO caM onwics «DaHTbD».

Korzaa on BepHysics, Banst mono3putesibHO ObICTPO 3aKMHYI cBOIO yo4ky. Ho uto 610 Cracy
10 310ro?

— 'y, rae TBost JIeHka! — rmoka3as OH Ha MPHITABIIYIO C BaJIyHA HAa BaJTyH JCBOYKY.

— A Hy, croii! — kpukHy;1 Bans, 6pocasichk k cectpe.

Crac apoxanyMy NajablaMy pa3BepHYIT MaKeT, HACAIWII Ha KPIOYOK OKYHSI U TIOCTIEIITHO OITy-
CTWJI B BOLLY.

— Dit! — no3Bas OH, BOAS YJIOYKOM U3 CTOPOHBI B cTOpoHy. — [oiiman! YectHoe coBo, 51 4TO-
TO nonmaJ!

— I'ycenuny ot TpakTopa? — sI3BUTEIbHO NTPOKpHyai Bans.

— Cam T1bI TpakTOp! — Ctac BeITalIII ppIOy Ha Oeper ¥ HeCKOJIBKO pa3 CTYKHYJI 0 Hell KaMHeM,
YTOOBI HE OBLJIO BOIIPOCOB, TIOUYEMY OHA He *KuBasi: — [ oHU pyOIb!

— He moxer ObITh! — mogdexan k Hemy Bans. OH CKJIOHWIJICSA Haj pHIOOM, U T71a3a ero OKpyT-
JIUCK: — Y-uTO 3107. ..

— Kak uro? — yauBuincs Crac. — OKyHb.

— Ho Benp oH xe — Mopcko-on! !

CJOBHO CTO CKOPBIX MOE3/I0B 3arpoxoTaiio Hajx CTacom, MprYeM B KaKJIOM U3 HUX COPBAJIHU IO
crorn-KpaHy. OH MOHST CBOIO OMMOKY. UTOOBI He BCTPEYaThCS ¢ YHUUITOKAIOIIUM B3IJISIOM APYTa,
OH 3aep3aJl I7Ia3aMU ¥ YBUJEJ, YTO OCTABIIUIICS HAa BOJE TIOIIABOK HEOKUIAHHO OKHII.

— Kimoer!.. — nporienTan oH.

— Heyxrto? — Bansi cxBaTui1 ynouKy, MOTSHYT €€ Ha ceOsl M PsSIMO Ha JIeCKe TOABEN K JIUILY
Craca 3arperneraBiiyio pelOenky: — Mos B3sia!

ToT ¢ HejOyMeHMeM YCTaBWIICS Ha JJIMHHBIA POCKOIIHBIN XBOCT, PayKHYIO OKpacky... U,
BCIIOMHUB Mp0 BaHWH aKBapryM M CJIOBA €ro CECTPHI, C YCMEIIKON OKJIMKHYII:

— Jlen! Xouenib BUIANRXBOCTA IOCMOTPETH?

— Uro? Koro?! — Bans nomHec Kk cebe pelOKY W CMYITIEHHO IoYecasl 3aThUIOK: — DTO 4TO Ke,
sl ero B TEMHOTE C KapaceM cryTai?..

— Tak, 3HaUuT, U THI... — 3aMOpraJj omiesomaeHHbI CTac.

— IMouemy 310 517 Mb1! — nonpasui ero Bansi, u oHu, He croBapuBasiCh, 3aXOXOTAIU TaK, UYTO K
HUM TYT K€ MPUCOEIMHUIIACh, HUYETO He MOHSIBIIASI, HO C PAAOCThIO pa3esMBIlas UX Becesbe JleHa.

3
BHu3y cTpaiiHo 3aTpemano, 3aKJI0K0TAJIO...

He nepecraBast cmesATbcs APYT Haj APYToM, OHM CMOTAJIM YIOYKU U MOJHSUIUCh HA rpeOeHb
Kapbepa.

ConHue yxe Bcrano. OT JIACKOBBIX MEPBBIX Jy4ell U OTTOro, YT0 MPAYHbI KOTJIOBaH OCTAJICA
BHH3Y, XOPOIIIO, JIETKO ObLIO Ha Ay1e. [1o KOHIa TPOITMHKH OCTABAJIOCh IIIAr0B MATHAECAT, a IO PEUKH,
1o cjoBaM BaHu, — Bcero aBe BEPCTHI.
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Ho He ycnienu oHu BBIATH Ha AOPOTY, KaK €331 NOCJBIIAJICA TPECK MOTOpA.

— ITOro Ham TOJIbKO HEe XBaTasio! — 3akycui ry0y Baus.

— K10 310? — HacTtopoxuica Crac.

— Makc.

— JlepeBeHcKkuii cTapiiak?

— Bpoze Toro. ..

— W1 BoBCe OH He cTpamak! — nogaia rojoc JleHa. — Makc — XOpoIui.

— 3TO TBOM «XOPOIIHil» HA HAIIKU IEHbI'Y MOTOIMKJI cebe KyIMuJ, Ternepb Ha MalluHy KOIUT!

— JlaBaiiTe OT HEro BOH TaM 3a OJIbXou crpstueMcsi! — npeioxui CTtac, MoKa3biBasi Ha poclee
y camoro oOpbiBa JepeBo.

— DTa onbXa-Xa-xa, Mex/J1y MpouruM, YepeMyXor Ha3blBaeTcsl! — OIsATh B3s1ach 3a cBOE JleHa,
HO Bans cxBaTui ee 3a pyKy ¥ MOTAIUII 32 COOOM.

Crac, TO 1 JIeJIO OIIsABIBasICh, ITOC/IENOBa 3a HUMU.

Ho noGpatbest 10 yKphITUS UM He ynanock. JIeHa, yrnaB, 3aXHbIKala ¥ 0OTKa3a1ach UITH JabIIIe.

Tem BpemMeHeM MOTOIMKJI BbleXasl Ha TPOMMHKY, OTMOABIIYI0 KOTIOBAaH, U CTPEMUTENIBHO MTPU-
OJIMKAJICA.

— Iloryouts MeHs 3axoTena? — KpUKHYJ BaHs, 3amMaxuBasich Ha CecTpy.

— OcraBb ee! — npumuputesibHO ckazain Crac. — MOXeT, OH Hac ellle He 3aMETHT!..

MOTOIMKIMCT, B HAIBUHYTOM 10 OpOBEl YepHOM IIIEME U MPaBJa MPOHECCS MUMO 3aCThIB-
nmx B oxuganuu guryp. Ho e yenen Crac, Ha npaBax modeauTelis, MOCMesThCs Hafl JPYroM, Kak
Makc ornisiHysIcs 1 B3JpIOMI MOTOLIMKJT Ha 33 JHHE KOJieca, CJIOBHO HOPOBUCTOTO KOHs. MOTOpP AMKO
B3pEBeJI, OITyIlasi OKPYTY.

N tyT... Crac, BCKpHUKHYB, B yKace 3aKyCHJI KyJIaK: 3eMJIsl JPOTHYJA. .. HeOO MOKAYHYJIOCh. ..
yepemyxa B3MaxHYJIa BETBSAMHU, U BeCh OOPBIB, T/ OHU XOTEJIU CIPSATAThCS, C TPOXOTOM PYXHYI B
BOLLY.

BHu3y crpaiiiHo 3aTpeiano, 3aKJI0K0TaJ0, 3alIUIENO. . .
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Pebsta 6pocunch mMpovb OT KOBAPHOW IJIMHBI Kapbepa M OCTAHOBWJIMCH Ha CHACHTESHHOM,
MOKPBITON TPaBOM 3emJIe. TsKeNo Abla, OHU MEePeryIsTHY/IMCh ¥ pa30M BCIOMHMJIM O MOTOIMKJIUCTE.

— Ma-akc!.. — ucnyrando nosBasa Jlena u, He ycibllliaB OTBETa, 3aruiakaa.

— Hayto 3BaTh KOro-T0 Ha oMoIIh! — TpsicymumMucs ryoamu 3asierietan Bans. — HyxxHo cniacathb
ero!..

— Mz-mop ynasiiero o6peiBa? C riyOWHBI TPUALIATH METPOB?! — ¢ HEJOYMEHHEM TTOCMOTpPET
Ha Hero Crac.

— A MOXeT, OH BCE e KaK-TO yCIeJsl TPOCKOYUTh?..

C omackoii orudast Kapbep, OHH TOJIEM BBIIIUIM K JJOPOre W yBUIEH. .. Makca!

OH crosin mepen OpOILIEHHBIM B MU MOTOLMKJIOM W YCHJIEHHO BIJISIBIBAJICS B TY 4acTh
Kapbepa, HaJl KOTOPOH ellie BUCEJIA TbLTb.

— Makc!!! — 6pocasick K HeMy, palOCTHO 3aKpryaa JleHa.

[Mapens MrHoBeHHO orysHyJcs. [To ero pagoctHO m3MeHuBIIeMYycs iy CTac MOHsUI, YTO,
BU/IHO, U OH BBICMATPUBAJI UX, TOKE HE Bepsl, YTO OHU KUBBI.

— Jlenka! Banék! — Makc copBaJ ¢ TOJIOBBI IIUIEM, 3aKPYTHJI UM Haj cOOOM U, YCTHITUBIIUCH
MOpbIBa YYBCTB, Ipy0o cripocul, kuBast Ha Ctaca: — 910 uTo 3a (ppyKT Ha Harel rpsake? Kro takoi?

BenoOpeichiii, B MOTEPTHIX [UKUHCAX U KOKAHOM KypTKe, Makc ObUI JIeT Ha MATb-CEMb CTapIle
pedsar. OH kpenko npukan k cede Jlenky, ocmorpen Craca ¢ TOJIOBBI IO HOT ¥ caM OTBETHJI Ha CBOW
BOIIPOC:

— T'oponckoit!

— Hamnucano, urto i, Ha MHe? — Kak MOXHO HeOpexHee yrounun Crac.

— YepubiM 1o Genomy! — Makc TUTIOHYJ U I0CTall cUrapeThl. — Bbl jke — Kak OJieHble TOTaHK!
niepe]] HalllMMK MacisiTamu !

3aKypuB, OH MMPOTSIHY MAYKy pedsTaM.

Bans Haotpe3 otkazacs, a Ctac ymesnio npukypuil. JIeHa ¢ y)kacom cMOTpesia Ha Hero, Ho 4to
eMy JIeBOUKa, KOTJja HyXHO ObUIO OTCTOSTH cebst niepen Makcom!

4
Makc 002ker ero rHeBHbIM B3IJISIOM...

[MocreneHHo Bee yeTBEpO OTXOOMIIM OT nepeskurtoro. Hakonen, Makc ooparuiics k Bane c myka-
BOU YJIBIOKOW:

— WM gero 10 T8I, Banek, BcE or MeHsa npauembsca? A? Yro momuns? Hy? Ckonbko Tl Tam
MHE JOJKEH?

— Cro copok py6ueit! — Bans ymonsiolne 3amisiHyI B I1a3a napHio. — 5 ornam! YectHoe cioBo!
MosxeT ObITb, Jake 3aBTpa. ..

— ITO elle 4To 32 3aBTPAaKU Ha YKUH? Thl MHE 3TO yxe MecsLl Ha3al roBopui! — HAXMypHJICA
Makc. — A npsigenbest OT MeHsI, YTOOHI 51 TeOsl Ha CYETUMK He MOCTaBI. Tak BOT, C 9TOrO CamMoro
IHA. ..

— Makc, He Hajgo! — B oTyassHMM 3aKpuvan Bans. — f Benp Tebe v Tak BCe YTO TOJIBKO MOKHO
u3 goma npusec! Hudero He ocranocs!..

J11st yOenuTeIbHOCTH OH BBIBEPHYJI KAPMaHBbI, U Ha 3eMITIO TIOJIETEN. .. cepeOpsIHbIiA PyOIb.

— O! — nmogHsAn ero Makc, BcTpsAxuBas Ha J1agoHU. — Bo ckosbko nieHuIs?

—4... aT0... — 3anMHasACh, Hayaa Baua. — OH...

— B Mockse, B «Hymusmare», Takoil pyOnb ThICsSdy pyOsel CTOMT, a TO U BCe MONTOpPBI! —
noxckasan Crac.

OH cam He MOHMMAJI, 3a49eM 3TO JeJaeT: YToObl BRIpYuuTh Ipyra? JKenmasi MoKpyde BHIISICTD
nepen Makcom? Mu pocto cOoTHY si3bIKOoM 1oyeM 3pst! Kak Obl To H1 Obut0, CTac TYT ke Moxa-
JIeN 0 CKa3aHHOM, IOTOMY 4TO Makc 0OXer ero TakuM B3IVISIIOM, UTO OH HEBOJIBHO MOEKHUIICH.
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Makc *e npecrnokoiHO NOBepHYJIcs K BaHe v NpUTBOPHO B3AOXHYII:

— ¥V Hac TyT He cTo/uIa, Mbl TAKUX LIEH HE 3HaeM, HO 3a JOJIT 5 ero, noxanyi, Bo3sMy. Cora-
ceH?

Bansi, mpocusiB, 3aKMBaJI TOIOBOM, M 3aBETHBIN pyOib MicUue3 B KapMaHe KOXAHOW KYPTKH.

Pazo0pagmmcek ¢ Baneit, Makc pe3ko noBepaysics k Cracy:

— Tak u3 Mocksbl, roopuniib? ['1e Bbe3aHas Bu3a?

— A Tbl 4TO — TaMOXHS? — HE yCTymasi, BOIIPOCOM Ha Bonpoc orBetui Crac.

— Ona camas! 3anonHsii aeknapanuio. Bor — Oymara, — Makc mpoTsSHy/I IIMPOKO PaCKPHITYIO
JIaJJOHb. — A BOT, — OH COTHYJI IIAJIBLIBI B KYyJIaK, — revaTh! 31ech ee Bee 3HaloT. Tede Toxe MoCTaBUTh?

— Her! — caaBasich, nonuk Ctac. — MHe 1 MOCKOBCKMX ITPOITUCOK XBaTaer!..

— Toraa nnaru nonuiMHy !

Makc BbIIepHYJ1 y HEro M3-3a Iosica Iuieiiep 1 MouiesKal KJIaBUIaMu:

— Kaccernl ectb?

— Ha... — mpodopmoran onemmimid Crac. — Joma!

— Byneun nomxkeH!

[otepsiB untepec k Cracy, Makc oOparuics k Bane ¢ Jlenoi:

— Hunky ne Bunenu?

— Her! — B ouH ronoc oTBeTHIIM OHMU.

— MoxeT ObITh, 6abyIIKa 3HaeT? — KUBHYJI Ha WAYIYIO OT cTaHmu urypy Crac, HaJiesch, 4TO
B [IPUCYTCTBUM B3pOcCoro Makc BepHET eMy IIelep.

— Jla 310 % — MyXUK! — BCMOTpEBILIUCh, NonpaBui Bansa. — Tonpko 1oyemy-To B IJIaThe U
[IATAETCS, KaK MbsIHBIN !

—I'ne? — oxuBuiaca Maxc.

Pannee conniie 6mio B r1aza. CI0KKUB NajbIbl KO3BIPHKOM HaJl OPOBAMU, OH XHIITHO TOTJISIIE
Ha JIOPOT'y Y IPUHSLICS TOPOILIMBO 3aBOAUTH MOTOLIMKIIL:

— Ibsanbiid, na emie u He 3aemHui! Ha joBia v 38epb! MOTOIMKIT B3peBes, MPUIIOAHSIICS Ha
AbIOBI M ToMYaT Makca K 3amMaxaBIlieMy UM PyKaMu M BAPYT YIaBIIEMY YEJIOBEKY. ..

5
— Nnemvre ckopee! Hac Makc 30BeT!

— Hy, n kyna tenepp? — ynasmmm rosocoM cripocut Crac, MpoBoskas Iva3aMu ylajisBLIIMECS
B KOXKaHbIX KapMaHaX MOTOLMKJIMCTA TUIeiiep U pyoib.

— Kyna u numm — Ha peibanky! — pagoctHo oTBeTi1 Bans.

— Mumo Makca?!

— dpyroro mytu Her!

OHu oThICKaJIM OpOILIEHHBIE B Kapbepe YJOUKH U BEPHYJIUCh Ha J0POTY.

— A 1 ¥ He 3HaJI, 4TO Thl TaKOW! — C yBaskeHUEM CKa3all BaHsl.

— Kakon? — ynusneHHo B3r1saHy Ha Hero Crac.

—Hy... kypuib!

— ITogymaerms! Mou Apy3bsi B TOpoZ€ yke TpaBKy mpoOoBaiu!

— A Th1?

— Yo 51 — GonbHOM?

— Bot Buguis! 11 ¢ Makcom kpyTo noroopu!

Crac ycmexnyJcs:

— A 3T0, KaK TOBOPUT MOM OTell, UMMYHUTET!

— Yro? — He noHs1 Bans.

— Hy — npusbiuka! ¥ Bac oquH Makc, a y Hac B CTapImx KJjaccax UX IO JIECATKY. A BO aBope?
Ha ynuue?..
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—I'ne e BHI Ha BCeX AEHBIM HaxoguTe?!

—T'ne-rne. .. Crapiaku Hac TpsICYT, a Mbl — casiaxar!

Crac 3ameru, uto JleHa, Kak py 3HAKOMCTBE, IOPKHYJIA 32 OpaTa, U YJIBIOHYJICS eil:

— K 1ebe 310 He oTHOCUTCS !

— Cracuk — Ham apyr! — noareepawi Bans. — Eciu 6 He oH, Makc Obl MEHSI TOUHO Ha CYETUUK
noctaBui1! Tereps 1 ¢ HUM BCeM MO-OpaTCKu AeUThCs Oyiy!

— A co MHOI1 o-cecTpuHCKH! — 3aBuys, cTasia KanpusHudath Jlena. — He o s or Te0s1, kak
Hunka ot Makca, Oyy Oerats!

— Jlymaet, oHa CO CBOMM JBOIOPOJHBIM OpaToM B MPSTKH Urpaer! — ycMexHyncs Bans. — A
Hunka, roBopsT, Geraet o HouaM K CTPOUTENISIM KOTTEIKEH U. . .

On npunsunysics k Ctacy u 10cKa3ajl OCTaJIbHOE Ha YXO.

— Hy u yt0? — ynuBmics ToT.

— Tak ei xe erle YeTbIPHA/IIIATH HeT!

— Hy u yt0? — nosropuin Crac. — ¥ Hac 3TOMY, — IOKOCUBIIUCH Ha JIeHy, BBIAEIUI OH, — C
MEPBOTo KJlacca YIUTh coorparorcs. 1 naxe yaeOHUKH 1O 3TOMY Buze!

— C xaprunkamu?! Bor 6bl onucrats! — 3aropesicsi BaHsi, HO, TOPa3MbICIUB, B3IPOTHYIL: —
Xorts HeT, He Hafo. A To JleHka yBUIUT, ¢ BOIPOCAaMH MPUCTaBaTh HAYHET. UTo eil Torma OTBEeTUTh,
BEepHO? — IPUOOHSIT OH CECTpY.

— Unemte ckopee! Hac Makc 30Bet! — BeIpBajiach Ta.

CrosBIIMi Briepeay, Ha 0O0UYMHE TOPOTH, TTAPeHb W BIPSMb IPU3BIBAIOIIE Maxajl pyKaMH.

— Yero emy einie ot Hac Haao? — noexuscs Crac.

— Ilouem Ham 3HaTh? — ipuOaBU mar BaHsa. — MoxkeT, MOTOIMKT MMOATOJIKHYTh. A MOXET,
MYKHK TIOMep ¥ MbI HY’)KHbI KaK CBUJIETE]IH, YTO 9TO He Makc yous ero!

— A 49TO, OH U YOUTb MOXET?

— To1 enre Makca He 3Haenb! OH Be/ib KMK-O00KCOM 3aHMMAJICS. A pa3 ero qaxke K BaMm B MOCKBY
BO3WIM Ha Oou 6e3 mpasw! [locne 3Toro oH coBceM o3Beped. Tereps OT HEro BCsl IEPEBHSI CTOHET.
TonbKo 1 Hajek1a, YTo B apMHIO 3a0epyT WK B TIOPbMY HOCAsT!

— A mumnusa? Mecrthble pebsita? — He noBepu Crac. — Y Bac 4To, Kpydye ero HUKOro 4To
M HeT?

— Ectp, HO... — BaHs 3amsiicsl M COKpPYIIEHHO MoOKavasl rojioBoil: — OH B MockBe ¢ Takou
Madueit Mo3HAKOMUJICS, YTO TeNepb C HUM HUKTO CBSI3bIBATHCS HE XOueT!

C kakuMm ynoBosbetBreM Crac moBepHya Ob1 oOparHo! Ho, 4TOOB HE ymacTh B Ila3ax Tak
OLICHMBIIIETO €ro JAPYra, OH BHIHYK/IEH ObUT ITPOIOJIKATH IMYTh.

6
— ZKuson! 7ZKuBon! — 3axisionaJjia B gagomu Jlena...

Makc, He crecHsIsICh JIeHbI, BCTPETUII UX PYTaHblo 32 MEUIMTEIbHOCTD U MOABEJ K JIeKaBILIEMY
BHU3 JIMLIOM MY>KUUHE B KYPTKE U YEPHOM MOJPSICHUKE.

— CeameHHuk! — axHyn Bans. — [Touemy Tbl He nomoraenis emy?!

— Yro0 Ha MeHs J1e/10 IOBECHIU? — KPUBO YCMEXHYJIcs napeHb. — Cliell OT MOTOIMKJIA €CTb,
elle ¥ naplpl otnevarars?! Cam nmomorai! i, ropoacKor! — OKJIMKHYJI OH. — A Thl UTO CTOUIIIb?

Crac noxonofest: a eciy 3TOT CBAIIEHHUK yxe ymep?.. Ho crpax nepen Makcom nepecuini,
1 OH, 0OMHpasi, BMecTe ¢ BaHell mepeBepHyJ1 ero Ha CIIMHY.

D10 OBLI ellle He CTapblid, XOTS U C CE/ION HAIOJIOBUHY OOpojIo uenoBek. JIuio ero, 3emiu-
CTO-Cepoe MoBepX IpyOoro 3arapa, Ka3ajaoch KaMEHHBIM.

— Cepnue nocnymaiire! — nogckasan Makc.
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Crac ¢ Monb0010 — 3TO OBUIO BBIIIIE €ro CUJI — MOKOCWIICS Ha Apyra. BaHs ycnokauBarore noj-
MUTHYJI €My U IIPOBOPHO paccTerHys1 KypTky. [log jgyyamu cosHIa, BCIIBIXHYB, 3aCHSLT 30JI0TOM, C
KpPYIHBIMU pyOMHAaMU, KpPecT.

— ®blo-bi0-10! — BOCXUIIIEHHO MPUCBUCTHYJI Makc. — BoT Tak yTpo Ha paccBere!

BepexHo oTonBUHYB KpecT, Bans npumnain k rpyau siexariero. Ho He ycren oH y3HaTh, ObeTcs
JIM cepLe, Kak TOT 3aCTOHAJ U OTKPBLI IJ1a3a.

— Kusoii! Kusoit!! — 3axnonana B nagomm Jlena, nogcaxuBasich psaoM. — Kto Bbi?

— Oren; TUXOH... — COABJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM BBHIMOJIBUJI HE3HAKOMeI], 0OBeJ B3IMIsIIOM Makca,
Craca, JleHy 1 OCTaHOBWJICA Ha CUacTIMBO yibiOaBmiemcs: Bane: — Pebsra!.. Mue Bac Cam Bor
nocnad. ..

— HenpaBna, Mbl camu ciofia mpuniuid! — Bo3paswia JleHa. — A Bbl oTkyga?

— Cnoespnal.. — Tskeno Jpia, oro3Basics orel] TuxoH. — Cepatie npuxsartiiio B gopore. .. Ha
OOJIBIIION CTAHIIMY JIA)Ke Bpava BHI3BIBAIIH. . .

Bbu1o BUIHO, YTO Kaka0€e CI0BO AAETCS EMY C HEMAJIBIM TPY/IOM.

— Tak 3T0 U3-32 Bac MOCKOBCKMI 1oe3/1 ono3aai? — neperssinyics co Ctacom Bansi.

— Ha. .. ObLI TaKoM rpex, HO, C BOkKbel MOMOIIIBIO. . . TPOBOIHUK CKa3al, HArOHSAT!.. — MpoIer-
TaJl JIeKaBIIIUM.

— A Kak Xe Ternepb BbI? — MOUTpbIBast OpesKoM, cripocust Makc.

— Huuero... Bece oOoiieTcs. 3mech X0Th Kakoe-HUOYIb MEIWIIMHCKOE 3aBeleHUe, Bpayu. ..
ecTb?

— A kak xe? MénnyHkT! — ¢ ropnocthbio 3asiBuia JleHa.

— Mennyskr! Ee B HeM ogHaX b1 MEIOM Jieunsiu! — U3BUHSSACH 3a CECTPY, YbIOHYICs BaHs u
CO CTpaxoM B3IJISIHYJI Ha JiexKallero: — A Bpayeit HeT!

3Ty HOBOCTB OTel] TUXOH BCTPETUJI TaK CIIOKOIHO, CJIOBHO Peyb I11J1a HE O CITACEHUU €T0 KU3HU.
N Tonpko HOBas BoHA 00U, rpeOeHb KOTOPOW JOKATHJICS JIO pedAT B BUIE CAABICHHOTO CTOHA,
BblJJaJIa BCIO OMACHOCTb MOJIOKEHUSI.

— Kpacussiii y Bac kpect! — Hapynmi Mmomuanue Makc. — Jloporoit, He6oCh. . .

— Emy tienst Het!.. — nporentan orel] TuxoH. — Takoi. . . Win, TouHee, TOYTH TAKOM. .. B BOCh-
MOM B€KE BU3aHTUWCKUI MaTpuapx... a TO U caM UMIepaTop HOCKJI !

OH noTsAHY OBUIO PYKY K KPECTY, YTOOBI MOTJIAAUTh €0, U YK€ BO BECh TOJIOC 3aCTOHAI. ..

— Jenatb uto-TO Hajmo! — HaxMypuiics Makc. — [Tomper Bejp erte. . .

— INoexanu 3a Hamein MmaMKo#! — ¢ rotroBHOCTBIO Bckounsl Bans. — Her! 3a otiom Craca! On
ke y Hero — xupypr!!

— Kapnuoxupypr! — yrounun Crac u, Bujisi, YTO €0 HE COBCEM NOHUMAIOT, NosicHu1: — Hy,
Bpay, KOTOPBIM JIeaeT onepauuu Ha cepaie!

— W 161 MOmuan?! — Bo3myTtusics Makc, a Banst pagjocTHO 3a4acTu:

— Ects, ectb Bpau, orent Tuxon! Kak Oyaro st Bac Buepa u3 MockBbl npuexai! DToT, Kak
ero...

— I'Bapouu xupypr! — nojackasasa JleHa.

Bans ormaxHyJicst OT Hee, Kak OT CJIeNHs, U KPUKHYJI:

— OH Bac cpa3zy BbUICUHT, ciblmuTe? He CIIBIIMIT. .. — pacTepssHHO TPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

— Yro... Bc€?! — cpazy nogaiics Brepea Makc, U 171a3a ero COCKOb3HY/IM C JIMIA JIeKaBIIIEro
— Ha KpecT. Kazanoch, 1Ba HEBUIMMBIX YeJIOBeKa TMOBEIM B HEM OTYasHHYI0 0opbOy. OauH xoTed,
4yTOOBI OTell THXOH OBUT XKUB, a APYTOM — 3aBJIaIeTh KpecToM. M 3TOT BTOpO#, HeTepreIMBO-CTpalil-
HBIH, Cy/isl TT0 HeTIoOpoMy OJIeCKy B IJia3ax, epeCcUJIvL.

— 3HaYWT, TaK: KpecTa Mbl He BUJIe/n ! — 00NTu3HYB ryObl, mpenynpenmt Makc. — Hy-ka, Banék,
JaBail MHe ero croza!

OH TpeboBaTebHO NPOTSAHY BaHe namoHb, HO otell TUXOH BAPYT CAENaN MOMBITKY PUION-
HATHCS U OECCHIIBHO YPOHHJI TOJIOBY HaOOK.
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— XKugoii! — ¢ obneryenreM BeIIOXHYN BaHs.

— IIpocto co3HaHue noTepsi! — Ha MpaBax ChiHA Bpava aBTOpUTeTHO JodaBwi Crac.

— Cam Buky! — mpoBopuan Makc u, cpbiBast 3710, IPUHSIICA APOCTHO 3aBOIUTH MOTOITMKIL. —
i, TOPOICKOI! — MepeKpbiBasi TapaxTeHbe, MPOKpUYa oH. — Caauch, noexaiu!

— Kyna?.. — Hacropoxuics Crac.

— 3a TBOMM OTLIOM!

Crac oToporiesio noris e Ha TapHs, CooOpaxkasi, 4To Mpre3/ OTIa He CYJIUT eMy HUYEro XOpo-
mrero. [Ipuexas ciona, TOT, KOHEUHO, cpa3y MONMET, UTO ChIH ObLT B Kapbepe, U HaKa3aHUs He MUHO-
BaTh. A ecii 000 BCceM, 0COOEHHO PO 0O0BaJI, y3HAET Mama, HAUHEeTCs TaKasl ’KU3Hb, 4TO co0aKa Ha
MOBOJIKE OyJieT 4yBCTBOBATh ceds1 cBodoaHee. .. C Ipyroii CTOPOHbI, O0JTBHOMY ObLiIa HY)KHA CPOYHAST
MOMOIITh, OH MOXET YMepeThb, eclii He okasath ee. M xots Crac MoHUMAJ, YTO CaMble KPYITHBIE €ro
HEMPUATHOCTY HUYTO IO CPABHEHMIO C YETIOBEUECKON )KU3HBIO, CTPax Mepel HUMH OKa3aJicsl CUJTbHEe.

W oH ckazai nepBoe, YTo MPUIILIO €My B TOJIOBY:

— A ero Het! OH 3T0... — B ropoj 32 000siMH roexaJt!

— Toraa enem 3a Baieit Mamkou ! — noepHysics k Bane Makc u npukaszan Cracy: — A Tbl Jeai
€My UCKYCCTBEHHOE JibIXaHue !

— Xoporo!

— U 3a Jlenko# npurnsau! — 3abupasich Ha 3aJjHee CHJICHbE, MOmpocut BaHs.

— JlagHo! — npokpuuan Crac.

B a1y MuHYTY OH Mor obemars Bc€ uto yrogHo. Takas rpo3a mpoHeciaach MUMO!

— Knure!

Makc co B3J0XOM ITOCMOTpeJT Ha KPecT, KPYTHYJI pPyKOSITKY, M MOTOITUKJI, oOnaB Craca ¢ JIeHoi
00JIAKOM BBIXJIOITHBIX Ta30B, TOMYAJICS B IEPEBHIO.

7
— Cam TbI 3J10Baphb! — 00H1€JIaCh J€BOYKaA

— A 4TO Takoe MC-KyCCTBEH-HOE JIbIXaHue? — ¢ TPYIOM BbITOBapHBasi HOBOE CJIOBO, CIIPOCKIIA
JleHa, Korjga OHU OCTaJIMCh OIHM.

— Ceityac yBuauuib!

Crac npucen Ha KOPTOUKH niepe1 OTHOM TuxoHoM. BblTo Kak-To He 1o cede HaXOAUThCS PSAIOM
C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN HE CIIBIIIUT U He BUIUT TeOst. XOPOILO XOThb IEBOUYKY OCTABUIN C HUM!

— A Kak TbI Oyaenib ero Jenarh? — He yHUMAJIach Ta.

Crac He OTBETHJI, C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM pa3misiabiBast BOMM3M KpecT. OOBIYHO BOCBMUKOHEYHBIC
KPECThI BbI3bIBAJIM B HEM HENPUATHOE 4yBCTBO. OHM HAITOMUHAIIM eMy O Kjiaaowuiie u o cmept. Ho
9TOT ObUT KPACUBBIH, IPA3IHUYHBIN, HA HETO MOKHO OBUIO CMOTPETH 1ouTH 6e3 crpaxa. OIHO ObUIo
He noHsATHO Cracy. Kpecrt — crapvHHbIi, HAMHOTO TOPOKe IIApCKOro pyOuist, BOH Kak B3BUJICsS Makc,
ellBa YBHUJIEB €r0, a OH ObUT a0COIIOTHO PAaBHOMAYIICH K HEMY. . .

— A Korja Tbl HauHelllb ero Jienarb? — JepHy/a ero 3a pykas JleHa.

— Bor nocrana! — 6ypkHy:n Crac v 03aga4eHHO Orjisizien oTia THXOHa, TPUKUIbIBAS, C Yero Obl
Hayath. OH He pa3 CIbIIai 00 SKCTPEHHO! TTOMOIIH TIONABIIUM B Oe/ly JIOIsM, BUJIE] KAPTHHKH B
KHMTax oTia. Ho 4toObl OKa3plBaTh €€ caMoMy .. .

Ha pucyHkax Te, KOro npuBOAMIIA B YyBCTBO, ObUIM OOHakEHHI J10 Tosica. CTac Toxe cTasl pas-
JIeBath oTla THUXOHA.

CBsAIIEHHUYECKUH TTOAPSICHUK He ObLT MOX0X HYU Ha OJJHY U3 3HAKOMBIX eMy ofex . OH 0osi3-
JIMBO PacCTErHyJ JBE BEPXHME MYyTOBHUIIbI HA CTOSTYEM BOPOTHUYKE U MPUHSLICA UCKaTh TpeThio. OHa
OKazaslach Ha U3HaHKe. YeTBepras u nocneqHsis — Oblia Ha TECEMKE C METETbKOM. . .

Tenepp Memana b Lens oT Kpecra. Crac, ¢ momousio JIeHsl, NpUNOAHABLIEN I'OJIOBY OTHA
TuxoHa, BcE ke 00sCh, CHST KPECT M TIOCKOpEH OpOCHIT Ha TOPOXKHYIO CYMKY, JISKABIIYIO PSIOM.
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[NoppsicHuk, HaKOHelI, pacriaxHyJics. [1on HUM oka3asicst HeOOJTBIION MelIoUeK U3 KpacHOro dapxara
Ha TeCEMKe U ellle OJIHO, Terephb yke NepeBsiHHOe, pacnsaTre. OHO ObUIO KpecT-HAKPECT MPUBSA3aHO
K Termy. Memouek CTac Toe CHSUT M, caM He 3Hasl IoueMy, OepekKHO TMOJOXKHII B CYMKY, & BTOPOM
KpECT pelu1 BooOIIe He TPOraTh.

Crac NoJIOKWII JIAJIOHU Ha TPYAb BBIIIE 3TOrO KpecTa M poOKO HaJaBUJI — pa3. .. JAPYTOu. .. Tpe-
TH. .. TyT OH BCTIOMHWJI, YTO HYXKHO IBIIIATh B POT, MPUOIM3UIICS, HACKOJIBKO MOT, K Ty0aM OTIa
TuxoHa U IyHyJ1, YTO €CTh CHIIL. ..

— DTOT METOJT HA3BIBAETCS «POT B POT» WJIU, KaK TOBOPUTCS B CKa3Ke, «U3 YCT B YCTa» | — BAKHO
OOBSICHIII OH.

PecHuIIbl 1exkaBITIero 4yTh MPUMETHO APOTHYJIH.

— Jagaii eme! — oOpamoBanack Jlena.

Crac, ocMelneB, PUHSIICS IaBUTh CHIIbHEE. . .

— Mawma nipuiesieT, B MEAITYHKT ero 3a0epeT U BBUICUHT, Mpapjia’? — mederaa JIeBouKa.

— OpHa, 6e3 Bpaueii? — yemexnyJcs Crac.

— ITouemy? OHu Kk Ham Tipue3kaloT! 3yOsl Jieyar, BTBIK MHBAJIMIAM JIEJAioT!

— BT3K! — 3acmesincs Crac.

— A ernie pa3 B rof mnoporpaduio!

— ®mooporpaduio!

— A dero Torja Mama rOBOPHT, YTO BCEM HarUleBaTh Ha Hee?

— Oi, He mory! — mokpyTtu roioBout Crtac. — Thl, JIeHka, 3Haemb KTo? Thl mpsMO 6ECTOIKOBBIN
CJIOBAaphb PYCCKOTO sI3bIKa!

— Cawm THI 3710Bapb | — 00UIETaCh IEBOYKA U, OTJISTHYBIIUChH, BOCKJIMKHYIA: — Oii! A BoH 1 Hunka
uaer!

[To nopore, B CHOPTMBHOW KypTKE U IKMHCOBOW I0O0KE, OBICTPHIMU IIaramMmu MpHOIKAIIACH
JeBYIIKA.

— A 1ebs Makc uckain! — 3akpuyana Jlena, 6pocasicb HaBcTpedy.

— Tak 3710 He oH!.. — OcraHoBMIACH Ta, OOHMMasl AEBOUKY. — A s yXK Aymaia, c OpaTtom UTo...

— Her, 310 mana Tuxon! — ckazana Jlena. — ¥V Hero cepaie 601uT. A Mbl eMy W3yCTBEHHOE
IBIXaHue geaaem!

— INomoraet?

— Eme kak! Bce Bpems menuet «[Ipoctu meHs1, rpemHoro!»

— A 3auem?

— CusbHO rpelHbii, HaBepHO!.. — moxalt riedamu Crac.

Borapuiioch HesloBKOe MoT4aHue, KoTopoe odopsaia JleHa.

— Enyt! Enyt! — pagocTHO 3akpryana OHa, MOKa3biBasi HA MOTOLMKJI U CJIEAYIONIYIO 32 HUM
«Huy».

— Makc, Bans!! — npunsiicsa nepeuncnsats Crac.

Ha moBopote «HuBa» 0O0rHaia MOTOIMKIT U 3aTOPMO3HIIA PAJIOM C HUMHU.

— A BOTH...

Crac xoten cka3aTh: «TBost Mama!», HO He YCIIel.

JlBepria MammHbl OTKpPbLIach, ¥ M3 Hee TOPOILIMBO, CJIOBHO IMOXAPHBIA y MecTa Toxapa,
BbLJIE3. .. €r0 OTell.
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I'1aBa TpeThbst

1
Crac BApYr nNouyBCTBOBAJ ceOsl pbiapeM...

UYro MokeT OBITh CTpallTHee POIUTELCKOrO Haka3aHus1? TOIBKO OJHO — OKUIaHUE ITOTO HaKa-
3aHus!

Iox stum Crac noanucasicst Obl TPSIMO MaJIblEM HA MbUTBHOM KapHU3E.

Tpertuii yac oH cujien B MOOUMON, HO yke Oe3 Tuieiiepa, 1mo3e y pacKphITOro OKHa, I0XKUAAsICh
OTIIa.

Vnuia Obl1a mycTa U paBHOIYIIHA K ero Tep3aHusaM. Ynpukamu OecrieuHbie Bopoobr. [oro-
TaJld BCTPEBOXEHHbIE YeM-TO TI'ycu. [IpeBecTHUIBI JOK/IS1 — JJACTOUKHM — CKOJIB3WJIN HAJ MbUIbHOU
JOPOroM.

[IpenBecTHUK MOPKU — PEMEHB JIEKAJT Ha CTOJE.

Mama nogyepkHyTO I'POMKO, Kak BO BPeMsI CCOp € Maroy, rpeMesia Ha KyXHe IOCYI0u.

He 3Has, yem 3ansTh ce0s1, Ctac Tporas si3pIKkOM NopTsimiics 3y0. To ke OH enan ¢ naMsThbio,
3aHOBO U 3aHOBO NEPEKMBAs CTYUUBIIEECH. . .

... BBl M3 MalMHBI, OTell 0OXer ero HUYero XOpoIlero He CYJISIIMM B3IJIIOM U ¢ BaHUHO#
MaMO# MOCTIEMUI K OOJIbHOMY.

— C yero Thl B351J1, YTO OH B ropoj yexain? — menHyJ1 Bans, BcraBas psaom. — Msl ero y konoaua
BCTpEeTU/IN !

UYro 6bu10 OTBeuaTh — npaBay? Tak BaHs, y3HaB, 4TO OH M3 cTpaxa MIpeja OTIOM He 3aXO-
TeJI IOMOYb 0TIy THXOHY, 3I0pOBaThCsl, HaBepHOe, nepectai Obl! 1 HuHa Morna ycielmare, a eMy
MOYEeMY-TO BIPYT OOJIbIIIE BCETO HA CBETE HE 3aXOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI OHA MoyMasia O HeM Tuioxo. U oH,
BBIKPYYHBAsCh, TIPOOOPMOTAI, UTO, KAXKETCs, TIepenyTal JeHb, KOraa OTell COOUpascs B TOPOJ 3a
MOKYITKAMH.

Jla ero He 0co60 U ciyIaIy.

K Bane nogtexana Jlena. Huna cmotpena B cropony oriia TuxoHa. A Makc... Makc, nenast
BU/I, YTO [IOMOTAET B3POCIIBIM, HE3AMETHO JIBUTaJl HOT'OM CYMKY JI0 KYCTOB Jionyxa. HakoHel oH JIOBKO
CTOJIKHYJI KPECT Ha 3eMJII0 U, HACTYTAsl Ha JIOMYX, IPUKPbUI €r0 IIMPOYEHHBIM JIMCTOM.

«Ai1, a Makc! — BocxuileHHO rokayas rojoBoit Ctac. — Cripocr, rae Kpect, MOKHO, TOUCKAB,
«HAUTW» €ro, a HeT — CBAJIMTh BCE Ha CMENIKY: 3a0bUIH, MOJ, a Telepb UIIK-CBUIIM | »

OH MoKoCHJICs, He 3aMETHJT JTU 3TO ellle KTO, ¥ orMalt Ha cebe B3 Hunbl. B ee uctyranHbix
r1a3zax OblTa HeMasi Ipock0a He BbiiaBaTh Opata. CTac BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOsl PhIIAPEM M YCIIO-
KauBaomie yisioHyscs eil. OHa — OnarogapHo — emy. U 3ta oOmias TaiiHa, Kak nokasanock Cracy,
HEOXUIAHHO COMM3WIA UX.

TeMm BpeMeHeM OOJILHOM CTaJl IOHEMHOTY TIPUXOIUTH B CeOsl.

— HyxHO Kak MOXHO cKopee ero — noj KanejipHuily! — ckasayn BanuHoit Mmame orenl. — Bbl ¢
MakcrMoM Toe3KaiTe B MEIITYHKT TOTOBUTh BCe HEOOXOIMUMOE, & MbI C OOJIBHBIM — CJIEZIOM.

— Moxer, Torna Msl IpsMo yepe3 Kapbep? — npeioxuia BanuHa mama.

— Tam o6Ban! — npenynpenun Makc, HeIOBOJIBHBIH TeM, UTO €ro OTCHUIAIOT B CAMbIA HETIOIXO-
asmid MoMeHT. — CerofgHsi yTpoMm nosnodepera cHeco!

— ThI cam 3T0 BUEN? — HACTOPOKMUIICS OTELL.

— A?! — BosamyTwiicss Makc. — [la s exas uepe3 kapbep, Koraa Bc€ Tam pyuniock. He Bepure,
Craca cBoero crnipocute. OH BOOOIIe Ha TOM MeCTe, YTO ceifuac Ha JIHe, CTOsLT!

Orer1 B3/IpOTHYJI, OTKPBIB POT, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, ... HE CMOT.
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On Bapyr HartoMHII CTacy penponyKTop, KOTOPHIA OH OJHAXKIbI, M3 JIIOOOMBITCTBA, BKIIIOUMT
B po3eTKy Ha 220 BosbT. TobKO TOT 3aMOTYal HABCETAa, a OTel KAaKUM-TO Yy KHUM I'OJIOCOM CKa3aJ:

— Cranucnas, B MalluHy!

N 310 «CTanncnaB» NOHATHEE JIOOBIX yIPo3 0OBSCHUIO MY BCIO TSKECTh IMPEACTOSIIEro Haka-
3anus. [locnennuii pa3 orer; HazBai ero CTaHKCIIaBOM Iofi Ha3all, epes TeM Kak BBIIOPOTH 32 Iepe-
MPaBJICHHYIO Ha YeTBEPKY eIMHMITy TI0 MaTemartuke. Ho maske Torma ToH ObUT HAMHOTO MSITYe. . .

Crac noHypo cen Ha 3a/iHee cuaeHne «HuBbl» U, Kak ObUIO BeJICHO, TIOJIOKMUIT TOJIOBY BHECEH-
Horo otia TuxoHa Ha koneHn. Huna u Bans ¢ JIeHoit B MalHe He ymecTHHCh. Y OH, 00epHYBIIHCh,
yBUJIEIN, KaK YOaIsioTcs TpU (PUTYPKH, OfIHA U3 KOTOPhIX, BaHuHa, nepxaia v BIpsiMb 3a0BITYIO 32
CIIEIIKOM CyMKY OoTIa ThxoHa...

XOTsl BOIUTEIb CTAPAJICS €XaTh KaK MOXKHO Msrde, MalliHy TO U JIeJI0 BCTPSIXUBAJIO Ha yXxalax.

— Kak camouyBcTBHE? — JIOBS I71a3aMH B 3€pKaJIbLIe JIMIO OOJIBHOTO, C YYACTHEM CIPAITBAa
OTell, ¥ KaKAbIi pa3 B OTBET CJIBIIIATIOCH Cadoe:

— Cnasa bory!..

— MoskeT, OCTaHOBUTbCS — NepeaoxHeTe?

— Her-ner, Bce xopomo! — Bo3paxan oren TuxoH, HO CTac-TO 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK CyAOPOKHO
CKUMAIOTCS €ro IUIeYU IPU KaxJI0M TOTUKe !

W Bce-Taku, gaxe He OCTAHABIIMBASICh, OHU €XaJIU TaK MEJJIEHHO, 4YT0 Makc 3a 3T0 BpeMsl ycIieln
ChE3IUTH B JIepeBHIO U 00paTHO. CTac 3aMeTuI, Kak OH, He Joe3kasl 10 HUX, CBEpHY/I Ha J0OpOry,
BEAYILYIO B Kapbep, U IyJel omMya’cs 1o Heil.

VY noma oterl Morpocuil BOAUTENISE OCTAHOBUTBLCS M ITPUKa3aL:

— Cranucnas, fomoii!

XJonoTasIas Bo ABOpe MaMa, yBUJIEB CbIHA, 00paIoBaIach:

— A BOT ¥ pbI0ak Haill BepHyJIcss! MHoOro pbiOku npuxec?

Crac KUCT0 yAbIOHYJICS B OTBET M OITYCTHUII TOJIOBY.

— Jlo Moero Bo3BpallieH!s U3 I0Ma HU 1ary! — IOHECJI0Ch U3 MPUOTKPHITON JABEPLIbIL.

— A 4TO Cciyumiiocs? — cpa3y BCTPEBOXKMJIACH MaMa.

— Cam mycThb pacckaxer! — OpOCHII OTeI] U CEPIUTO 3aXJIOMHYJ IBEPILY.

Mama Bonpomaioiie ocMoTpesia Ha ChIHA:

—Ha 4... 370... MBI. .. — 3anuHasACh, HaYaJ1 CTtac, HO TYT OHA MPUHIOXAJIACh U C y’KaCOM CIIPO-
cua:

— Cracuk... Tbl — Kypullb?!

2
OTten TX0H co €c1a00H YABIOKOMH MOJOKHJ PYKY Ha
rpyab M BAPYT CTAJ 0€CIOKOITHO OIYNbIBATh Ceosl...

«Ky-ka-pe-ky!..»

«Kypax-Tax-Tax...»

— Bacbka-a-a! bexum ckopee Kk KoHTOpE!..

— He mory. Mamka Kyp Besiesia KOpMUTB! A 4TO CIIy4msioch?
— Kak! Th! He 3Haems? Hamm B kocMoc nonerenu!

— Kak noneremmu? Korma?!

— Tonbko uro! Jana Kanuron rosopur — IOpuit ['arapun!

— Hy u Beser ke Tebe, FOpka — Te3ka TBOM noseren!..

— Huyero, moxer, HoBbIil Bacunem Oyner!..

— Baceka, croit! A kTo Kyp kKopmuth Oyznet? Bacb-ka-a!..
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— Tuxon MBanoBuu!

— Orernr Tuxon!..

Orten TvxOH MeIJIEHHO OTKPBLI I71a3a.

Benvie crennl. Benpiit motonok. benast 6onparuHast tymOouka. Kanenpbhnna. .. M — e mapsl
BCTPEBOKEHHBIX IJ1a3.

JoHocuBIIMECS OTKY/A-TO M3/aJeKa rojioca CMOJIKIN. binskue npononkanu 38ath:

— Orert TuxoH. ..

— Tuxon MIBaHOBMY, BBl MEHS CJIBIIIIATE?

- -ma...

—Memns 30ByT Cepreii CepreeBuu. 51 Oymy jeuntsb Bac. A 310 — Banentuna. Ona 6ynet nomoratb
MHe.

— Cnacu bor...

— Ckopo Bam Oyziet Jydie. A oToM — coBceM xopoino. Ckaxure, Korjaa MmocjaeJHAA pa3 ¢
BaMH Takoe ObLIo?

— He nomnwo... [laBHo... MHoro siet Ha3aj... Eme 10 MOHACTBIpS.

— A B MoHacTbipe?

— Hu pa3zy.

— VauBuresnbHeii ciydait! C Bammm-to cepaiem?

— Jla 51 yx 3a0bL1, C KAKOM OHO Y MEHsI CTOPOHBI. .. — OTell TUXOH cO c/1aboi YJIBIOKOH TOTOKIIT
PYKY Ha Tpyab ¥ BOPYT CTal OECHOKOMHO OIIYIbIBaTh cedst. — [lapoxpanuTenbHuna. .. rae Japoxpa-
HUTEJIbHULIA. . .

— Tuxon VBanoBuu! Bam Henb3s BosHOBaThCA ..

— Kaxk venb3s? Jla Bel uto?! B Heit ke — Casitoie Japsi!

— He tpeBoxbTech, otenr Tuxon! E€ netn Mmou ¢ coboii mpuxBaTuid... 51 BUaena y HUX Bairy
cyMKy! YepHas Takas, yepe3 IJIe4O HOCUTCH. . .

— Her, JapoxpanutenipHuIa MaJleHbKasi, U3 KpacHOro Oapxara. . .

— Hy tak, 3HauuT, OHA B TOW OOJIBIIION CyMKe !

— Ckopee. .. [Ipoury Bac — HEMeJIEHHO MOILIUTE KOro-TO 3a Hei!

— 3auem koro-to? 51 murom, ceriuac, cama!

— Hy Bor, Tuxon MIBaHOBUY, a BBl TaK BCTPEBOKUIINCE. . .

— U 6yny TpeBokuThCA. MecTa cebe He Haiiy, oka oHa JlapoXpaHuTeIbHUILYy He TIPUHECET.

— Mecro Barie Terneps 0IHO — KpoBaTh! B KJIMHUKY Obl Bac ceiiyac Wiy ele Jiydiiie — 00paTHO B
MoHacTbIpb. Ho BbI — HeTpaHcnopTadenbHbl. Kak Obl 3TO moHsATHEE 0OBSICHUTS. .. Bam Hesb3si Ternepb
HU BOJIHOBATBCSl, HU CUETh, HU XOUTb, A TOJIKO — JIEKAaTh, JI€KATh U JIEKATh!

— JIpIIIaTh-TO XOTh MOXKHO?

— Jla, HO TOJILKO CTMIOKOWHO U TITyOOKO!

— IMocne Toro, 4to s yBUaeI B MUPY?

— Hy BoT, BBI OIIAITh 32 CBOE, axe MyJIbc yyacTuics! f 3amperiaio BaM 3TU HENPUSATHBIE BOC-
noMuHaHus! M co Bcell OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO 3asIBJISAI0, YTO B BallleM ClIyyae OHU MPUPABHUBAIOTCA K
CaMOyOUICTBY, KOTOpOE, HACKOJIbKO MHE U3BECTHO, CYPOBO OCYKJIAET IIEPKOBb.

— W npaBusibHO fenaer!

— 3HauuT, JOroBOPUJINCH! A Tenepp, CKakUTe, KOrza 3TO y BaC CIyYUJIOCh NEPBBIN pa3?

— B gBeHagnath ser. ..

— Ilocne yero?

— He mory... A3bIk He noBepHeTcs !

— Yro, cyxocTtb BO pTy?!
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— [la Her, 4 0 Ipyrom...

— A... BoI Bce 0 Banentune! J/la Bot xe oHa!

— U He onHa — ¢ Bamel JapoxpanurensHuiiei, orer TuxoH!

— Hy, cnaBa bory! JlaBaii e€ ckopee cioa. ..

— lepxure, a s OMATh HEHAJOITO yiay... Bel moka Tyt noOynere, Cepreit CepreeBuu?

— Koneuno! V Hac Tyt emie — aHamHe3, AuartHo3. .. Kak Obl 9170 moHsTHee Bam, TuxoH MBaHo-
BUY, OOBACHUTD. .. OJHUM CJIOBOM, OyJIeM 3aHUMAThCS JiedeHueMm !

— Hanerocw, 1o orusa neyio He gonaer?

— 370 ewue 3auem?

— Hy kax 310?

Orten; TUXOH YyTh MPUMETHO YJIBIOHYJICS ¥ IPOM3HEC JTTMHHYIO (ppa3y Ha KpacMBOM MEByUYEM
SI3BIKE.

— He nonsn? — onemus, ycraBuics Ha Hero Cepreit CepreeBuu.

— Tax 310 *e Bam ['unmokpar: «Yero He WU3IEUMBAIOT JIEKAPCTBA, U3JIEUMBAET KEJIE30, YETO
HE M3JIEUYUBAET KeJIE30 — U3JIEUMBAET OrOHb!» [IpeBHErpeueckuil — KpacuBbIil A3bIK. XOTS. .. OH CKa-
3aJ1 HECKOJIbKO CJIOB Ha APYroMm, Oosiee CypoBOM, PUTMUYHOM si3bike («He enmator Toro, o uem He
3HAIOT!»). .. JITYHO MHE OOJIbIIIe HPABUTCS JIaThIHb. A Bam?..

3
Bans nocajaui cecTpy Ha OJJOKOHHUK U
¢ TAUHCTBEHHBIM BHIOM MPOOJLKHI. ..

— 9X, — C 3amo3jajbM COXajJeHueM B310xHya1 Crac, IMponosKass BCIIOMHUHATh TEPEKUTHIE
HeJaBHO coObITHS. — M Kak OH Mor 3a0bITh TIPO «yromieHue» Makca? Tenepb, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE €ro
OnpaBJaHus, MOPKU OBUIO HE U30EKaTh.

Crac Tak HaJaBUJI SA3bIKOM Ha 3y0, UTO UyTh He MOAIPBITHYI OT Oomu. U 3ToT Tyna xe!..

Torza oH CHpbIrHYJ C MOJIOKOHHUKA, MPOILES B CEHU U cpe3all ¢ YIOUKHM JiecKy. Bce paBHO,
Pa3MBIIUISIT OH, PHIOAIKM TeNeph He BUJATh Kak cBOMX yIiei. K Tomy ke, MoOMHS, Kak jkaJjien ero
pOIMTENH, KOT/Ia eMY IPY OMOIIH CYpPOBOI HUTKY BHIPHIBAJIM MOJIOUHBIE 3yObl, OH CJIa00 HaJesuIcs,
YTO 3TO XOTb UYTh, 1a CMATYUT HaKa3aHUe.

Jlecku XBaTWIIO Kak pa3 OT OKHA JI0 IBEPU KOMHATBHI.

Mopiace ot 6011, Ctac 00BsI3a1 OAMH KOHEIl BOKPYT IIATaBIIErocs 3yda, BTOPOH 3aLlenul 3a
PYUKY ABEpH ¢ 00paTHOi cTOpoHbL. OCTaBaIoCh TOJBKO M03BaTh MaMy, YTOObI OHA, PHIBKOM OTBOPUB
JBEPb, Pa30M MOKOHYMIIA C 3TUM JiejioM. Ho He ycriesl OH KpUKHYTb €€, Kak MO OKHOM IMOSIBUJIUCh
€ero JIpy3bsl.

BaHs ¢ TamHCTBEHHBIM BUIOM IOKa3blBajl eMy CyMKy oTla TuxoHa, a JleHa co ctpaxom Tapa-
IIMAJIaCh Ha JIECKY.

Crac pa3Bauiicsi Ha MOJIOKOHHMKE U KaK MOXHO HeOpexXHee CKazal:

— IIpuser!..

— A necka 3auem? — 3amopraina Jlena.

— Dra Yro J1b? — CKOCWII TJ1a3a Ha JiecKy nepes HocoM Ctac. — A s TyT pbiOy Ha 3y0 JIOBJIO!

— IlonsaTHO! — 3arIsiHYB B KOMHATy, ycMexHyJcsi Bansa. — 3Hakomas mryka. Prida pemenb
HasbBaerca?

— Ara! — ynbuto kuBHy/1 CTac ¥ B3NIAHYJ Ha JIpyra B OKUIaHUM COUYBCTBHUS.

Ho Bans Heok1JaHHO MO3aBUJOBAJI EMY:

— A 51 Obl, HaBepHOE, CAMBIM CUACTIIMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM Ha CBeTe ObLI, eciv O ceiyac MeHsI OTell
BBIIOPOJI... M JIeHKy KajKo, OHa Jake, YTO TaKOoe PeMEHb, He 3HaeT! — B3JOXHYJ OH U, CJIOBHO
CTECHSISICh 9TOTO NMPU3HAHUS, 3aTOPOIUJICS:

— Bor, misaau, uro mbl ipuHecnu!
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OH BXKUKHYJ «MOJIHMEW» W BBUIOKWJI Ha TIOJIOKOHHWK JIBe CTapUHHbBIC IIEPKOBHbIC KHUTH,
OOIIyI0 TETpa/ib, Y3EJIOK C OICKION U OapXaTHYI0 KOPOOOUKY, B KOTOPOU JIeKal. .. KpPecT.

— Bce-taku B3s1?! — axnyn Crac.

— Ara! Xorten oty TUXOHY OTHECTH, Ja K HEMY He ITycKaloT. .. OTaaau emy TOJIbKO TOT MeIIo-
YeK, 4To ObUT Y Hero Ha 1iee. OH, Kak TOJBKO B ceOsl TIpUIIeI, Cpa3y O HeM BCIIOMHMUIL. .. Tak mpocut
MIPUHECTH, YTO JIaXe PO KpecT 3a0bL. . .

— A TbI 3HaeIb, YTO Makc cefiuac 3ToT KpecT B Kapbepe uinet? — nepedr Crac.

— W 4aro teneps aenath? — BaHs 6ecIOKOMHO OrMIsHYIICSA. — MOXeT. .. yCTh CYMKa TIOKa y TeOs
TIOJIEKUT?

Crac mome i ¢ orBetoM. OH OO0sJICS iepXkaTh y ceOsl BeIlM ¢ KpecTaMu, Kakue ObIBAaloT Ha
mMorwiax. Ho... kak mpu3HaThcsl B 9ToM Bane?

K cuacTbio, B KOHIIE YJIUIIBI TOKA3AJICS OTEIL.

— Vxomute ckopee! — ToporumBo 3amentan Crac, momoras Bane codpath cymky. — Ceifvac
3/1eCh TaKOe HaYHeTCs!

4
J{Bepb PHIBKOM pacnaxHyJaach...

Bans nogbanpuBarolie mogMHUrHYI Ipyry U BMecTe ¢ JISHOW MOCTEeIT yAIUThCS.

— Di1! — 3amaxan 0OpoHEeHHOH B crienike Terpajpio Crac. — A 3107?!

Ho Baus yxe He ciblian ero.

Brpouem, Cracy Bckope crasio He 10 TETpaJu.

C 3amuparomyM cepALEM OH MIPUCITYLIMBAIICA K KaXKIOMY 3BYKY. BOT mpocKkpurien cTyneHbku
II0pOra. .. MOJIOBULIBI B CEHAX... XJIOMHY/IA ABEPh HA KYXHIO... HENOIras TUIIMHA, 3aTEM — I'POXOT
naJaolei KpbIIIKY OT KaCTPIOJIM: 9TO MaMma y3HaJla Ipo 0OBaJl... ONATh TUIIMHA U, HAKOHEL, [PO3-
Hoe: «4YT10-0-0?!», oT KoToporo Ctac 350K0 MOEXKMIICA, — 3TO Hama y3Hal Ipo KypeBo.

Ha ynuue paspascs crpalissii ynap rpomMa, ¥ BCIes 32 HUM, B TAKT packaTaM, Kak I10Ka3aaoch
ot crpaxa Cracy, NOC/IBIIIAIMCh HAJBUTAIOIINECS U3 COCEIHEN KOMHATHI Iary orua. CheKUBILNCS,
OH 3aKpbUI IV1a3a.

JIBepb PBIBKOM pacnaxHyJiach, H. ..

C0BHO CTO MOJTHMY CBEPKHYJIO nepeq mazamu Craca.

— Ya-aaa! — B3BbUI OH OT OOJIH.

— UYro ¢ ToO0#? — OCTAaHOBUJICS OT HEOXKMIAHHOCTH Ha TIOpOTe OTell.

— Ay-y0!.. — ThIYa TaJIbIIEM B OTKPBITHIN POT, TOMBITANICS 00bsICHUTH CTac.

Orten mocMoTpesn Ha JIecKy, Ha peMeHb, Ha ChIHA U pa3Bell pyKaMH, oOpaiasich K MCIyraHHO
BBIIVIAABIBABIIEN U3-3a €TI0 CIIMHBI XKEHE:

— Hy, 4ro THI € TakKMM NIpUKaxeb gesarb? Y BCeX ChIHOBbS KAK CBIHOBbSI, @ 9TOT. .. BBIIIOPOTD,
u To Henb3s1! Hy, mocmoTpu Ha Hero: u cmex u rpex! Kto ke per seckoit?! He monounble Beqb 3yObi!

B npyroii pa3 Crac HerpemeHHO obuzesicst Obl 3a Takoe cpaBHeHue. Ho ceifuac oH ObUT gaxke
pan. Otert OTBsA3aJ JecKy oT 3y0a. bomnb ObicTpo yTuxana.

Mama TeM BpeMeHeM axaia M oxaja, ykacauach, YToO OH MOT TMOrMOHYTh B Kapbepe. [lama,
nepeOuBas ee, FOBOPWJI, YTO KypeHHe B TaKOM BO3pacTe omacHel jmodoro oosana. A Crac, nenas
BUJ, YTO CJIyHIAET UX, HA CAaMOM JIeJIe JyMaJl O TOM, UTO €ro I'po3a, B ONIMYKE OT TOM, YTO 32 OKHOM,
MUHOBAJIA.

Ho #e TyT-TO GBLIO!

Korna pa3rosop, ka3anoch, yxe NOAXOLWI K KOHILY, OTEL] HEOKHMJAaHHO BCIIOMHIJI O HAKa3aHWU:
LieJsas HeJens B3anepTu!

— Bynems cunerts 6e3 urpyliek u mieitepa! — crporo ckasan oH. — Keratu, rae on?

— Ha 51 370... Maxc... B3su1 mociymars. .. — mpodopmortai Crac.
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— Beprer — cpa3y MHe. A THI CUIM U JyMaii, Kak coOMpaenibcsi KUTh qaibine! Tak ckasaTh,
O CMBICJIE CBOEH KU3HU !

Orer B351JT PIOK3aK M OJISIETICSA, UINA, HE OCTAJIOCh JIU Yero, 4To Morio Obl moMermars Cracy
AyMaTh O CMBICTIE KM3HU. YBUEB 3a0bITyI0 Banei TeTpaib, OH BOIPOCUTEIBHO TOCMOTPEN Ha ChIHA:

— Yr0 310?

— He 3Hnato, Banpka npunec! — noxain ruiedamu Crac.

— Ceituac nipoBepum! — oTel| B3su1 TeTpaab M BCIyx 3auuTtai: — «[Ipuay u BUKab!», TO ecTb
«[Ipuamn u nocmotpu» no-pyccku. Mcropuueckas nosects. Hy-ka, Hy-ka: «MmMneparop Hdermii npu-
KazaJ cpouHo codparh COBET 110 JiesTy Ype3BbIYaiiHOM BaXXKHOCTH. ..». Mosonen Bans! [laxe Ha KaHU-
KyJIaX TIOMHHUT O 1Kose. Bot Tebe u 3ansTHe!

5
— Kak! 1 510 THI TOKE 3HAeIb?

— PeGsra-a-a! [lonum B KOCMOHABTOB UTpaTh!..

— Yyp, g I'arapun — g xe Beap Toxe I0puit!

— A s torga 'epman Tutos!

— AHJpIoxa, a Thl KeM Oy/ielinb?

— A MHe Bce paBHO!

— I'nam, Bacbka, 4TO OH Jenaer — YepHbId Xjied OeslbiM 3aKyChIBaeT!

— A Tak BKycHee! HacrosiieMy KOCMOHABTY CHJIbI HYKHBI.

— Jla THI CO CBOMMM CHJIAMH YK€ B TPY30BOM KOpaOJib He IOMECTHUIIILCS !

— 4? A no mee gaBHO noayyai?

— Konuaii cioputs. .. ['msnute, I'purika kyga-to 6exur!

— Mosxer, emie Koro B kocMoc 3anyctiii? I'puiika Beeraa Bee 3Haer! Y Hero oren, MBan Ilet-
poBuy, npea-konxo3a! Ila u cam oH — nipeacenaresnb copera orpsgal u, ['pumka-a! Tel kyna?

— Kyna-kyna? Yero Bbl Bc€ epyHa0i 3aHuMaeTech? [Iomum ayyine cMOTpeTh, Kak Halll Xpam
OyIyT pyLIUTD!..

Oren TUXOH ycablIIaJ AEMMKATHOE NOKAUIMBAHKE U, OTKPBIB V132, YBUZAE] CUAALLETO HA Kpa-
EILIKE CTyJ1a OHHOPYKOIO CTapHKa.

— ITocron-niocroit. .. pana Kammron? Ter?!

— Ja xaxo#t ke s gaaa? 1 u 3a0bu1, KOrga MeHs MOoC/eJHUI pa3 Tak Ha3bBaM... [JaBHO yxe
BCE JIEIOM KJINYyT!

— A, Hy 1a... Hy 1a...

— A TBl OTKyZ1a MEHS 3Haellb? BaseHTrHa, 4TO JIb, pacckaszaia?

— Ja Kro % 1ebs aaa4. .. npocty, nen KanuroH, He 3Haer? IlepBblil IVIOTHUK Ha BCIO OKPYry!
TBoM cpyObl 1a GaHbKM HU C KAKMMU APYTUMM He CllyTaellb. A Kakue Tbl cTaBHU Aenan! C nTuukamu,
CO 3BEPbKAMU. . .

—O! Iro korga 6pu10!.. Teneps craBHM He B Mopie. Ceifuac KU3Hb UTO CyXaph C MACJIOM: y KOTO
3aHABECKM Ha OKHaX, y Koro pertetku! [Torogu... A 3o oTkyaa Tede usBectHo?! 51 Bejb MOCIIEAHIO0
OaHbKY JIeT JBaJlaTh Ha3a/] CPyOuJ. ..

— Tak Beap ciyxom 3emuist onHuTcst! S, Harpumep, 3Haro, ¥ TO, 4TO ¢ TOOOH ellie paHblIe ObUIO!
V 1e0s Bellb — 1IpaM Ha CIIMHE — BO BCIO CIIMHY ?

— Ja-a...

— ToI ero Ha BoliHe, KOTJja TaHK 3a TOOOM IO OTKPHITOMY TOJIIO TOHSUICS, TIOTyYHI, BEPHO?

— Jla, Ho...
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— Tort Tank TH MOAOWI, U Tebe opzieH 3a 310 Aanu! Tel PO TOT CyYaid B IIKOJIE JTIOOWIT pac-
CKa3bIBaTh!

-0l

— IInoHeps! TeOe Ha 1Iel0 TAJICTYK 3aBsI3bIBAIIH !

-9

— Tonbko movemy-To Ha KaXJOH HOBOW BCTpeUe ThI MPUOABIISLI 11O TAHKY. ..

-V

— A MOTOM TeX CaMbIX IMOHEPOB, KOTOpbIE TeOe TaJICTyK MOABSI3bIBAIN, Thl CBOMMHU PyKaMH B
cafy, 3a TO, 4TO sIOJIOKM BOPOBAJIM, — KPAITMBOM, KParvBou!..

— Kak! U 310 TBHI TOXE 3HaEIb?!

— $1 MHOTO YTO MPO TEOS 3HAMD. . .

— Hy Bcé, xBatut! C MeHs1 ¥ 9TOro AOBOJBHO! — ¢ UCIYTOM MOCMOTpes Ha OoTia TuxoHa aen
Kanwuron. — {1 iydmie 370... TOTO... OMAY!

— Ha cBoto mooumymo peidanky? Kak Bcerna, ¢ ceTkoit?

— 1 He npocro noiiny — nodery, pa3 u 3o Tede u3BecTHO! Masio Ju, 4To Jib, Y MEHS 3a AyIIOn
ele BCAKOro?

— Ha noroau, nen Karmuron! Croit! f Gompire e Oyny mpo Teds. DTo 5 Tak, OT pagoCTy...
Ceituac Tebe Bc€ 00bsicHIO! {1 ke Besib. ..

Ho nen Kanutow, yxe GoJblie He cityIiast ero, COCKOJIB3HYJI C Kpaelllka CTyJa |, IIapKasi BaJleH-
KaMH, 3aCIeIInI — pacCKa3bIBaTh BCEM B JIEPEBHE, UTO y HUX B MEAIMYHKTE TOSBUJICS IIPO3OPIMBBII
MOHax!
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I'naBa yerBepTas

1
IITHnel — ¥ Te OBLLIN CYACTINBEH €ro!

JIBeph xmomHyna, orpe3ass Craca OT BCero, 4To elle noivyaca Ha3ajl ObUIO TaK MPUBBIYHO U
noctynHo emy. OH ¢ 1ocaiof IOKOCHJICS Ha 3y0: yxk Jiydine Obl Bbioposu! [Ipoine noreprers Tpu
MUHYTbI, YeM MYUYUTHCS LIEJbIX CEMb JHEM !

3a OKHOM JIeTald Pa3BeCENMBIIUECS MOC/E TPO3bl JIACTOUKU, Oe3 YMOJIKY Tpellaid Ha BCe
rojioca BOpoObH. [TTuIpl — 1 Te ObUIM cYacT/IUBei ero!

He 3Has, yem 3anaATh ceOs1, CTac MoXoausI U3 yria B yroi, Mocuaen Ha KposaTu... OH 4ecTHO
MBITAJICA JyMaTh O TOM, KakK KUTh J1aJiblle, HO U3 3TOT0 HUYEro He noiayvanock. .. HakoHell B cocen-
Hell KOMHAaTe BKJIIOUMJIM NiepeHOCHOH (JIeHouka HaBepHsiKa Ha3Basia Obl ero «IepeBO3HOI ! » — HeBe-
cesio yemexHyiicst CTac) TelneBU30p, HO... 3BYK MPHUIIYIIWIM TaK, YTO HeJb3s ObUIO pa3o0paTh HU
noJscioBa u3 pyToOILHOTO 0003pEHUSI.

3aro poaUTear HAPOYUTO TPOMKO — SIBHO ISl HETO! — TOBOPUJIM:

— He cauikom i1 Mbl CTpOro ¢ HUM? — cripalmBaia Mama.

— Crporo?! Jla oH uynom ocrajics )KuB! — oTBevas eit oreil. — Eci Obl ThI CBOMMU IJ1a3aMU
BHEJIa 9TOT oOBa!..

— IMogymath cTpariiHo: cosHIle Obl 3aBTpa BCTAJIO, MITUIIBI O 3aMiesiv, a ero Obl yKe He ObLIO. ..

— Jla, erie ObI HEMHOI'O — U BCE, IOMUHAM, KaK 3BaJIn!

VYcnpbiuas 3ty cnosa, Ctac nomxaics, NOYyBCTBOBAaB, KaK HA HETO HAJJBUTA€TCsl HEYTO ropaszio
OoJee cTpaiHoe U OecroIaHOe, YeM Jlake HeJTaBHUE IIary OTIa. .. 3a4eM JIyMaTh O CMbICJIE )KU3HH,
€CJIM BCE PABHO MPUAETCS yMUPATh?!

OH 3axaJj yum, 4ToObl He CJIBIIIATh MAMUH T0JI0C, HO KaK MOXHO 3allpeTHTh MOJTYaTh MbIC-
asm?.. YTOOBI XOTh YEM-TO OTBJICULCS OT HUX, OH B3sUI TETPaJib U COIILYPHJICS HAa IPUKJICEHHYIO Ta0-
mmuky ¢ HazBanueMm «[IPUIVN N BUK/Ib!». 3a TUTY/IBbHBIM JIMCTOM CJI€JOBAJIM CTPAHUILIbI, IULIOTHO
WCIIMCAHHBIE MEJIKUM, HO pa300PUYUBBIM, YEM-TO MTOXOKUM HA YUUTENILCKHUI, TOYEPKOM. . .

2
«IIpuan n BU:Kab!». UcTOpryeckas nopectb

Nmmneparop [enuii mpukasan cpouHo codpars CoBeT Mo ey Ype3BbIYaiiHON BaKHOCTH.

CoOcTBeHHO, B TOT 249-11 ro Ka)kJ0e COBElIaHNe B MMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOpIIE ObUIO YpEe3BbI-
YaHbIM.

Coscem HenaBHO «Beunsiii ['opos», Kak ropno MMeHoBasl ceOst PuM, MbIHO OTMETHIT cBOE
ThicsiuenieTie. Ho BOT Temnephb Benel 3a Mpa3IHUKaMU HACTYITHIIN YKacHbIe OyTHU.

C Bocroka Bce SIBCTBEHHEH JIOHOCHJIOCH JISI3TaHbE OPYKUsI M HETEPIEIMBOE pKaHue OOEBBIX
KOHe#: To HaroMuHasa o cebe Pumy npuxoasimas B Obutyio Motp [lepcunckas Mmnepus.

HOsxHbIE rpaHuUIIBEI TPOMYE U FpOMYE OIJIaliaiy nodeaHble Kinun BapBapoB. Cama e Pumckas
Nmnepus corpsicanachk OT BHYTPEHHUX HEYPSJIHUILL.

Hy:xHo ObUT0 HEMe/ITIEHHO criacaTh rOCyAapCTBO.

I[Bopeu 6bICTpO 3aI10JIHAJICA BbI3BAHHBIMU JIIOABMU, OOJIBIITMHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX OBLII BOEHHBIE.
Merbkany asble MoJ0Chl CEHATOPCKUX OAEXK[, MOOJECKUBAIN 30JI0UEHbIe I0CTIeXH MOCEeEBIINX B
CpaX€HUAX JIEraToOB. JIue crosBIMe BIOJIb CTCH KAMEHHbBIMU M3BAAHUAMMA I'€pMaHIbI-TCJIOXPaHU-
TEJIM COXPAHSLTM HEBO3MYTHMOE CIIOKOMCTBUE.

Bce Tepsanuch B goragkax.
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— Y0 32 criemka? — TOJIbKO U CIBIIAIOCH KPYTOM.

— Yro npousonuio?

— He roThl 11 BTOPIIIMCH B HAIIM TTPEAEIIBI?

— A MOXKET, HOBBII MATEX?

— Tonbko He 310! — OONIE3HEHHO MOMOPIIUIICS CaMblid CTapblii Jerar. — OIHO 1eso pyOUThCs ¢
BapBapaMu, U COBCEM APYroe — cO CBOMMHM!

— I[MombITarock pa3y3HaTh YTO-HUOYIH Yepe3 1e3apsi! — mooodemna MoJIoaou TpuOyH C O30PHBIMU
I71a3aMH, YBSI3bIBASICh 3@ MEPECEeKaBIIMM 3ajly CTapLIMM CbIHOM MMIIEPATOpa, HO 3Ta MOMbITKA HE
uMesia ycrexa.

— Ipore momyYnTh OTBET Y €ro CTaTyu! — BEPHYBIINCH, COOOIIIIT OH, KUBask B CTOPOHY ILIO-
II/14, TJIe Ha TTbe/iecTalle MaMATHUKA MPEXHEro MMIIepaTopa CPOYHO BbICEKaI MMsi HOBOro . — Ecin,
KOHEYHO, JOKPUYMIIbCS !

— Hy u s13b1k y TeOs1 — ocTpee Meva! — HeogoOpUTETHHO MOKavyall TOJI0BOM CTaphbIii Jierar.

— A dero emy 00STbCS1? — BCTPSUT B pa3roBOP OIUH U3 IITaOHBIX KOMaHAUPOB. — OH ¢ 11e3apem
B IpUsATENAX !

— Hamen, yemy 3aBuoBath! — TpuOyH HEOXUAaHHO HaxMypuiics. [ e Tenepb BepHbIe APY3bs
MPEKHUX aBI'YCTOB?..

OH He 10roBOpuUJI.

— Wmmneparop nesapp I'ait Meccuit Kunt Tpasu [euwmii OnaroyecTuBbldl, CUaCTIMBBINA
ABrycr! — TOpKECTBEHHO BO3IJIACHII UMIIEPATOPCKUI HOMEHKJIATOP.

JIBepu MeJIeHHO OTBOPWIIMCH. B 3ai1y, B CONpOBOXIEHNN HaYaIbHUKA JIMYHOUN 'BapAMU — IIpe-
(pexta nperopus Banepuana, Bomen [eunii, onetsiil B mypnypHsiil 1iam. Ha3panusiil TpasHoM B
YECTh CBOET0 3HAMEHUTOIO MPEIIIECTBEHHMKA, OH SHEPIMYHO [TPUBETCTBOBAJ OTCATIOTOBABIIMX EMY
BOCHAYAJILHUKOB U MPUTJIACHIT UX CECTb.

310 OBLT YENIOBEK, OCHOBATEIHHO TOTPENAHHBIN TOIaMHA Y BOEGHHBIMU JIOPOTaMH. XOTs CeJlble
BOJIOCHI €r0, TI0 MOJE, 3aBEJEHHON MOCIeHUMH MUMIIepaTopamMu, ObUIM KOPOTKO TOCTPHUXKEHBI, a
O0pozIKa CKOopee HalOMHHAJIA IETHHY, OH OTJMYAJICS OT HUX apUCTOKPATUYECKMMH MaHEpaMH U He
CTOJIb TPYyObIMU YEPTaMU JIUIIA.

Peub ero Obl1a MO-CONIATCKH MPOCTA, HO YyBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO OH CHHUCXOIWJI JI0 HEe, YTOObI
€ero JIydIle MoHUMaIu coOpaBinuecs. B3risig OblT BIACTHBIM U B TO K€ BpeMsl HEJOBEPYUBO-TIO/I0-
3pHUTETBHBIM.

Kaxk 06sryH0, [letuii Havyas ¢ MocaeAHUX COOOIIEHUH, IIOCTYMUBIINX C T'paHull PuMckoro mupa.

Jleno nposICHANIOCh Ha PeKOCTh MEJIEHHO. BoeHauaIbHUKM ¥ IPOKOHCYJIBI, BIIOJTyXa CIIyIlas
Ha3BaHUsI KPETocTel, MOIBEPIIINXCS HANaJeHMIO0 BapBapOB, MOHUMAJIH, YTO WX BBI3BAJIHM ClOJa HE
13-3a 3TOTO.

Nmmnepatop, caenaB HEOOMBIIIYIO May3y, MPOJOIKAT O TPYIHOCTSIX BHYTpH camoii mmnepun.

— CniaceHue TOJIBKO B OIHOM! — pa3pyOrs1 OH BO3AyX peOpom JagoHu. — B Bo3poxaenun cra-
POro pUMCKOTO /1yXa, B 0e3KaJIOCTHOM MCKOPEHEHUH BCEro, 4To yramaer ero!

CoOpasimecst 0XUBUINCH, CTAIA CIYIIATh BHUMATETbHEH.

A Korza umneparop coOOIIUI, YTO HAKAaHYHE BEYepOM MOIyUrT ceKpeTHoe nociaanue CeHara,
MOAJIEPKABILIETO €r0 MPeJIOKEHNE YKPEIUTh BJIACTh C IPUMEHEHUEM UPE3BbIYAHBIX MEP, TOHSJIN:
BOT OHO, IVIaBHOE!

Jlenuii He KeJ1aj MOBTOPSITh MeYaIbHOW YUacTH CBOMX MPEIIIECTBEHHUKOB. B3sITh, K Ipumepy,
XOTs1 OBl TPEX U3 MOCJIeTHHUX BIaIbIK PUuMckoro Mupa. Hu oy U3 HUX He CyMeT Ha/I0NrO yaepKaThCs
Ha BbICIIeM TpeOHe BiaacTh. QuepeHOW ITOPM CMBIBAT €r0 KPOBaBOW BOJHOM B OE3/IHY CMEpTH,
BMECTE C CBIHOBBSIMU, JKEHAMU U OMKANIINMU JAPY3bSIMU.

! B 9MNOXY aHTUYHOCTU 4acCTo, 4yTOOBI HE M3rOTABJIMBATh HOBOM CKYJIBIITYPHI, 6pam/1 CTapyio U IPOCTO MNOAIMCHIBAJIN €€ HOBbIM
HUMCHEM.
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Ja 1 3auem jasneko xoauTh 3a npumepoM? Bon — cam Jleuwmii: otnpaBuBIIMCh Ha [lyHail 1o
npukasy umreparopa ®ununna Apada ycMUpSATh TIOTHSBIIME MSTEXK BOWCKA, OH BCKOpE caM pas-
BEPHYJI KOITbsl 3TUX COJNIAT MPOTUB 3aKOHHOTO BJIA/IBIKH.

UeM f1071b111€ TOBOPHIT OH CEYAC, TEM SICHEE CTAHOBUIIOCH: STOT ABI'YCT X0ueT HaBecTu B Vmrie-
UM TaKOH MOPSIOK, KOTOPBIA UCKIIIOYUAT BOZMOXKHOCTb HOBOTO MSATEKA.

— UtoObl NOTHATH MPECTHK UMIIEPATOPCKON BJIACTU U YKPENHUTh €WHCTBO B TOCYAApCTBE, —
CcKaszaJl HakoHell camoe ri1aBHoe Jlenwii, — Heo6xoaumo 1o Beerd iMnepun mpuHecTH KepTBY TeHUIO
umrneparopa. Moemy renuio! — 00BO/IsI 3aIOMHHAIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM MTPUCYTCTBYIOLIHUX, BECOMO YTOU-
HWI OH. — DTUM OyJIeT 3aCBU/IeTeIbCTBOBAaHA OJIarOHAIC)KHOCTh BCeX Tpeio MHOU 1 OTeyecTBOM!

— Haxkonerni-to! — pazgaice onoOpUTeTbHbIE BBIKPUKH.

— JlaBHO Mopa HaBeCTH MOPSIIOK B TOCynapcTae!

— A TO CKOpO Ha HOBbIE UMIIEPATOPCKHE IIJIAIIM U OarpssHOK He OCcTaHeTcs1! 2~ ChSI3BIIT MOJIOION
TpUOYH.

Heuuit nan 3Hak Banepuwany. IlpedekT mpetopusi MOAHSUT PyKy, U pa3oM YCTaHOBUJIACh
THIIMHA.

— C 3T0M 1epl0 B 03HAYEHHBIN JIEHD, 107, HAOIIONEHUEM CIIELMAIBHON KOMUCCHM, BO BCEX
MPOBUHIMAX Oy/eT MpuHeceHa Takas skeprBa. OTKa3aBUIMMCS, €CId BAPYT TaKOBbIe HAWAyTCs, —
MIBITKY, B CIy4ae YIOpCTBa — CMEpTh. BOT MOANMCAaHHBI MHOIO COOTBETCTBYIOIIMI 30UKT. [Tocne
nopabOTKU MeJIouel MPUKa3bIBaI0 JOCTABUTh €r0 BO Bce KOHIIB Pumckoro mupal

— INopa3uTenbHO — KaKk MOXKHO COCTaBUTh JIOKYMEHT, pelIalonuil Cyap0y TocylapcTBa, BCEro
3a OfIHY HOUb?! — IIETIOTOM, HO TaK, YTOOBI 3TO CJIBIIIAI UMIIEPATOP, OOPATHIICS K COCely YNHOBHUK
C XMTPOBATHIM JIMLIOM, U TOT ellle 0osiee TPOMKUM IIETIOTOM OTBETHIL:

— Taxk y Hero e r1aBHbII COBETHUK — Basiepuan!

— HeusBecTHO, KTO M3 3TUX JILCTELOB TOCTUT OOJIbIIero — Jeruii Beap Toke B CBOE BpeMsl ObLT
npedeKToM MpeTopusl y MPOILIOro ABrycra! — enHys1 MOJIOIOMY TpUOYHY CTaphblil JIerat, HO TOJIbKO
TaK TUXO, YTO TOTO HE CIIBIIIAIN HU CUASIIUI PSIOM ITaOHOW OpuUIIep, HU OIS IBIBABIINI HA HUX
MIPOKOHCYII, HA TeM OoJjiee MMIIepaTop, KOTOPbIH, 1aB 3HaK O MpekpaieHur CoBeTa, B COMPOBOK/Ie-
HUM BasiepriaHa mOKMHYJ 31y, 4TOOBI OTOBITH BCKOPE K MECTY OOEBBIX JEUCTBUIA. ..

3
K cyacTbio BCKOpe pa3Jajics CTYK B IB€Pb...

... — CpIHO-OK, yXUHAThb!

Crac MUIroMm 3axJIONHYJI TETPaJb U ¢ HaAEK O MPUCITYIIAJICS: HeY:KeIu IpouieH?!

Ho #e TyT-TO GBLIO!

— OH HakazaH! — nocJeIaCcs cypoBslil rosoc otua. — CraHucias, ObICTpO 3a cTod!

«Hy u Hy», — BckakuBas ¢ kpoBaTtH, noausuics cam cede Crac. OOBIYHO €ro NMpUXOAUIIOCH
3BaTh MO0 HECKOJIBKO Pa3, a TYT HOT'M CaMM BeJIM Ha KYXHIO!

— To1 uTO OyzHenb — KypHIly WM KOTJIETy pa3orperh? — CIipocuia MaMma.

— Heuero y Hero cnpammBars, — o0opBai ee orell. — [Iycts npuyuaercs ectb TO, 4TO AAIOT!

W Bce-Taku Mama ecTb Mama — MOJIOKWIA €My caMmble JJakoMble Kycoukd. Ho — u Haka3zaHue
ecTb HaKa3aHUe — T0CIe ITOTO MoBesia ce0sl TaK, CJIOBHO €ro U He ObUIO PSIOM.

— Monoko-To 31ech JO 4ero BKyCHOE M JelIeBoe! — HarloJHAs CTaKaHbl, BOCXMIAJIACh OHA.

— Penxoe coueraHue 1o HbIHEIIHUM BpeMeHaMm! — yCMEeXHYJICS OTell.

— A kypbl? Pa3zBe X MOXKHO CpPaBHUTh C TEMHM, UYTO Y HAC B Mara3uHax?

— Tak Beap nepeBH:!

— A s Bugien... — HavaJ, 6pu10, CTac, HO Marna cyxo cKaszal:

2 BarpsiHkamMy Ha3pIBaJIMCh YJIMTKHU, U3 COKA KOTOPBIX JeJIalu MypIypPHYIO KPacKy.
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— B monya!

TyT TO 1M1 MaMe CTal0 HAKOHEII JKaJIKO ChIHA, WJTK OTell TIOHSUI, YTO CIIMIIKOM YK CTPOT C HUM,
HO C 3TO MUHYTHI BCE TIOUEMY-TO CTAJIU €CTh MOJTYA.

K cuacTblo, Bckope pazaascs CTYK B ABEpb, U CXOAMBINAS Y3HATh, B UEM JEJI0, MaMa BEpHYJIach
CO CJIOBaMHU:

— Tam Bans!

— Ko mue?! — panoctHo noackounn Crac.

— Her, x mane! Canuce 3a croi, Baneuka!

— Hekornma MHe — MamMKa K Bam rocjana; Oeru, roBoput, ckopeit 3a Cepreii Ceprenuem!.. —
BbINauIAJT Bans.

— Tuxony VIBaHoBU4y Xyske? — MOAHUMASCH, C TPEBOTOIl CIPOCKJ OTEL.

— Her, 6a6e ITosne!

Cepreii CepreeBud TOPOIJIMBBIMU IJIOTKAMU JOITUJI MOJIOKO U, YK€ B3SIBILIMCD 3a PYUKY JIBEPH,
BCTIOMHUJI O ChIHE:

— lo mMoero npuxofia 13 1oMa Hy mary!

4
Kak Hu 011 yBJIeueH Kpucn, ciayx ero
YJIOBHJI NPUOIMKAIONIHAECS HIar...

...bbuto pannee yrtpo, korma Kpucr, cblH nmneparopckoro Kypbepa Mapueina PopryHara,
CITyCTHJICSI ITO KAMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSM KPaCcHBOI'0, BO3BBIIIABILIEIOCS HaJl BCeM KBapTajoM aoma. Otua
BBI3BAJIM HOYBIO Ha CITYKOY, ¥ OH CITPOCHJT Y TIOAMETABILErO JOPOXKKH ITPUBPATHUKA, HE BO3BPAIIIAJICS
JIM TOT U3 IBOpLIA.

— Her, rocnionuiz! — HU3KO MOKJIOHWIICS JIBEHAALIATUIETHEMY MaJIbuMKy CTapblil pao.

— A e Ckasp?

— J'ocnioguH ynpasJomyi MOLIEN TOPOIUTH IOBAPOB € 3aBTPAKOM !

Kpucn ocrasncst 1oBosieH 000MMH OTBETAMH.

OH ors/ieN1 CHOBABILMX I10 ABOPY paOoB, YOEIWJICS, YTO UM HET JI0 HEro HUKAKoro Jiena, u
OBICTPBIMU I11araMH1 TOLIEN MO TPOIMHKE K BUJHEBIIEMYCs B ITyOMHE caja AepPEBAHHOMY AOMMUKY.
37€ech OH TOJIKHYJ PYKOU ITPEJaTesIbCKU 3aCKPUIIEBILYIO IBEPD U, €ILE pa3 ONISHYBIIUCH, HBIPHYJI B
TEMHBII IIPOEM.

BHyTpH napuim celpocts U Mpak. Pesikue uriiel cBeta, npoOMBaBIIMECS CKBO3b 3aKOJIOUEHHBIE
OKHa, HE CTOJILKO OCBEILAJIN, CKOJIBKO NMOAYEPKUBAJIN BCTPETUBLIYIO €TO TEMHOTY.

BriBIIast KyxHs OblIa 3aBajieHa BelllaMU, XPaHSILIMMU 3arlaxy, 3HAKOMbIE C PaHHEro JeTCTBA.
Kpucn Ha ongyns npoiesn 4epe3 Hee M OKa3aICsl B KOMHATe. YBEPEHHO OpPUEHTUPYACh, OH IPOTHUC-
HYJICS B Y3KHH IIPOXOJ] MEXK/1y CTEHOM M I'PYAO OTCITYKUBIIEH CBOW BEK MeOEIIN M OKa3aJICs B M3BECT-
HOM TOJIBKO eMy ¢ MaTepbio yroske. Cioia OHH IMTPUXOIIIA TAWKOM OT BCEX, YTOOBI IIOMOUTHCS Bory.

Mawma. ..

XoTb 1 roBopHUT otell Hekrapuii, 4yTo He ciedyeT TOCKOBaTh MO He, a, HA0OOPOT, JIOIKHO
pamoBaTthCsi, MO0 OHa Terepb — cBsATast... Ho Bce ke — Kak TpyaHo emy Oe3 Hee!..

OH ortycTHJICS Ha KOJIEHHU TIepe/i PaeJOBCKMM rPyOBIM CTOJIMKOM C pe3HbIMH HOJkKamu. Kaza-
JIOCh, €1lle HEJJABHO OHU 00edaM 3a HUM Bcell cembell. [IoToM oTel BBICTPOWII HOBBIM IOM, STOT
ocTasicsl 3a0pOlleH, U CTOJIMK CTasl A1 HUX ¢ MaMOW 4eM-TO Bpoje JomauiHero antaps. OH Obul
IIOCTABJIEH TaK, YTO Ha HETO MaJIajiy JIyud CBETa U3 PacIlMpeHHbIX wenen. Kak Bcerna, OHU BHIpbI-
BQJIM 3 TEMHOTHI CBUTOK TMANKMpPyca C MOJIMTBAMH, OEPEKHO 3aBEPHYTHIE B YHUCTYIO TPSHILY KyCOUKH
ArHua, KOTOpble BbIJIaBaJ B ieHb ['ocrioneHp — BocKpeceHbe — otell Hekrapuii, 4ToObI MOXHO OBLIO
[IPUYALLIATLCS B TEUEHUE HENIENIU, U CBS3aHHBIM €I1le MaMOU U3 IByX MBOBBIX BETOUYEK KpecT. Maib-
YHK B35UJI €10 B PYKH, C OJJaroroBeHMeM MOLENIOBAT ¥ Haval MOJIUTHCS:
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— Beranb, crisiimii, 1 BOCKpECHH U3 MEPTBBIX, M OCBETHT Tebst X pucroc!

Kak yuun oreny Hekrapwmii, on mpocun y bora 3npasust u Myapoctu umneparopy Jeuuto, rpu-
OOIIeHNsI K UICTUHHOM Bepe OTIA U CIIACeHHsI BCEM XPUCTHAHAM.

— Orye Harr, cynvii Ha Hebecax. .. — 0e33ByUYHO IIeBeJIJT OH r'y0aMu, He COMHeBasiCh, UTo ['oc-
T0J1b CABIINT ero. HampoTus, ckaxku KTo eMy ceityac, 4To 9TO He TaK, U OH HECKa3aHHO Obl yITUBHJICS.

— Xne6 HaI HACYIIHBIN MMOJaBaii HAM Ha KaK/IbliA JIeHb. . .

«Ham» — moTomy 4to Tak MHOTO OBUIO 32 BOPOTAMHU JIOJIEH, Y KOTOPHIX He OBLIO 1ake KyCOuKa
xJie0a, He TOBOPsI yKe O TETJION Ofiek/e M KPOBE — HU-Ue-TO. ..

Kak Hu yBneuen Obut Kpucn, ciiyx ero yaoBWI NPUOMKAIOIIMECS IIArd, MPOTSKHBIA CKPUIT
ABEpH, ...

— IIpoxomu, CkaBp, He Oo¥ics!

Manb4uk Bech CKaJICsl — 3TO ObUI TOJIOC OTIIA.

B oTBeT Ha mpuramnieHre pa3aaarch Mo-COMIATCKY TBEPABIE 1Al YIPABJISIONIETO.

— 3aBTpa 5 ye3xaio, BOZMOXHO, HAJONTO. .. — KaK-TO 33[yMUMBO Hayas otell. — M xody nath
TeOe BaKHbIE yKa3aHUs!

— Cnymaio, Mapuesn!

— T, HABepHOE, YIUBUIICS, UTO s Jaio Tebe uX He B CBoeM KaOuHeTe?

— Ha!

— A 31€ch, Kyla 5 3apeTu BXOOIUTh He TOJbKO padaM, HO 1 Tede?

- -ma...

— Jlesnio B TOM, YTO 3TOT pa3roBOp He AOJIKHA CITBIIATH HY OfIHA KUBast AyIa. A Clofa He 3aX0quT
HUKTO, Jaxe !

— JlaBHO XOTeJ CIPOCUTh TeOs1, HO He peraics... [louemy?

— Kak 6b1 310 TeOe OOBSACHUTD: 3/1€Ch, B 9TOM JIOME ITOXOPOHEHO MOE CUaCThe. .. Thl YeIOBeK
HOBBIH, 51 B351J1 T€OsI YIPaBJISIIOIINM yKe B CBOM iBopell. HaBepHsika oT paboB ThI 3HaeIIlb, YTO I ObLT
JKEHaT, 4TO y MeHs ObLIO TPOE JIeTell M Mbl paHbllie CYACTIMBO XUJIM B TOH Jlauyre. [lymanu, Tak
Oyner Bcerza, HO Ooru paccyaua uHade. CHavasa rmomnas Moy KOMbiTa JIOMaael BBICKOUMBIIMI Ha
YIUITy CTapimuid chiH... He ycrnenu mbl oriakath rope, Kak 3adosena u yMepsia OT TOpPSYKH Hala
eIMHCTBEeHHas 104b. JKeHa Obuta 6e3yTelnHa. A MHe HeKorja ObUIo yTelaTh ee — HAaYMHAIach MOro-
toBka 1000-1etust Puma. Pabortars mpuxonuiock, Kak pady Ha pynHUKax... CJIOBOM, HAIeNCs JIpy-
TOMl «YTELIUTENb>.

Mapuiesnn BJIOKHII B MOC/IeHee CJIOBO CTOIBKO HEHABUCTH, YTO Kprch HEBOJIIBHO MOXOIOAEN.

— IMocne omHOM, 0COOEHHO JIONTOM, OTIYYKU s He y3Han ee. OHa cranma coBceM apyras. Ee
MiepecTasgo BOJTHOBAJ BCE, UTO paHbIIe ObLIO OIM3KO M JOPOro HaMm. Mbl MeUTaIu KUTh B OOJIBIIIOM
J0Me, 51 IOCTPOMII LIeJIbIiA JBOpel. BuiOuiicst U3 nmpocroro Kypbepa B umrnepatopckue! Eii Obi10 Bee
paBHO. .. 1 4yBCTBOBAJI, OHA YTO-TO CKPHIBAET, MEXk/ly HAMH BO3HUKJIA HeTipeofomMasi crena. Eciu
O 51 3HAJ Bce cpasy... st Obl HU 32 YTO HE OTITYCTHJI e TIOTOCTUTD K cecTpe, B Asekcanapuio! Ho s
ObLT TOrZIa B OTITYCKE, MOT MOOBITH ¢ Kprcrom, a oHa Tak mpocua. . .

Mapuiesn nomMonyar, ycrnoKauBasich, M MPEPhIBUCTHIM T'OJIOCOM MPOIOIIKAI:

— A depe3 MecsI] MHe COOOIIMIIN, YTO MOsI XKEHa TOCTIe CTPAIIHBIX My4YeHHUI Ka3HeHa B AJieK-
CaH/IpUU Kak... XpucTraHka! f BbIsiIcCHI U y3HaJ BCE. .. OKa3pIBaeTCs, 32 BpeMsl MOETO OTCYTCTBUS,
ee 0OMaHOM BOBJIEK B CBOIO Bepy npecButep Hekrapuii! IToqymars sxyTko: MOsi ABpeusi BMecTe ¢
TUMU Oe3yMIIaMH KJIAHsJIaCh OCJIMHOW TOJIOBE U MPUHOCKIA B )KEPTBY HEBUHHBIX MJIaJICHIICB!

— IIpoctu, Mapuen, — ocropoxHo Bo3pasuil CkaBp. — § Toke BCAKOE CIIBIIIAT O XPUCTUAHAX,
HO, 00II1asich C HUMH Ha PHIHKE, B JIABKaX, HE MOTY CKa3aTh O HUX HUYETro XyHoro. bosbine Toro — s
MPEANOYNTAI0 UMETD JeJI0 MIMEHHO C HUMHM, TOTOMY YTO He TIOMHIO HU OJIHOTO CiTydasi oOMaHa WM
XKYJIBHAYECTBA ¢ X cTOpoHbl. Het — Gputo. OquH pa3... Ho Ha crenytonmii xe JeHb 0OBECUBIIIUIA
MeHsI 3eJICHIIMK TPUHEC U3BUHEHUsI M BOMECTHII yIlepO BYeTBepo!

— YT0, KOHEYHO, THI yTamI OT MeHsI? — 6e33J100H0 yTouHmI Mapresu.
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— Bouto peno!.. — BuHOBaTO yibIOHYJCS CKaBp M CHOBA CTaJ 3allUINaTh XpucTuaH: — Jla, oHn
BCE JIeJIAI0T Ha CBOMX coOpaHMsX B TaiiHe. Ho cam paccymu, Kak OHU MOTYT MIMTh KPOBb MJIA/ICHIIEB,
€CJIM UM 3alpelieHo BKYIIaTh Jake KPOBb KMBOTHBIX? A UTO KacaeTcsi OCJMHOM T'OJIOBBI, TAaK OHU
MIPOCTO CMEIOTCSI, UTO Mbl BEPUM B 3TO!

— IMocnymarh TeOs1, Tak Thl CaM XPUCTHAHUH!

— Her, kak OBIBIIVIA BOVH, 51 IOKJIOHSIIOCH MUTpE ¥ MTPUBBIK TOBOPUTH TOJILKO MPaBy !

— 3a 310 5 M B3 Tebs ynpapisonmmM! — cornacwicss Mapremt. — Kak u 3a To, 4to MHe
PEKOMEHIOBAJIH TeOs1, KaK caMOr0 UCTIOJTHUTEILHOTO YeJIOBEKa B 3TOM ropojie. A Tereph O IJIABHOM.
[Tommm B KoMHaTy!

Kpucn ycnbiman ckpurl MOJIOBUIL. .. TPOXOT YIABIIIEro MEIHOTO Ta3a. ..

— 41 mauuero He Buxy, Mapiesut! — BockyimkHys1 CkaBp.

— Hy Tak cxoau 3a poHapeM! — mocoBeToBaj otell. — A sl ToKa IMOCTOI0 3]€Ch. . .

Opnu 1maru — 4yxue, HEMOBOPOT/IUBBIE, HAUAIM YAAJSATLCS, IPyTUe — JIETKUE, POIHBIE, MTPH-
OMM3IITUCH TaK, yTo Kpucmy HeyeM cTajio JIbImaTh. . .
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I'maBa nsarasa

1
Kenmmna yBujena ero, u...ax!

Cracu-uk!..

— Yero? — Hexotd oTopBasics oT uTeHus Crac.

— Cxomu 3a Bogoit!

Crac, kak 310 ObIBAJIO BO BpeMsl HAKa3aHUM, HE TTPEKOCIIOBS BhIIIIEN U3 JOMa.

Ha ynumiie 6bU10 Tak, Kak ObIBa€T TOJBKO Mociie rpo3bl. OH JIETKO CTyMas Mo BJIaXHOW elle
J0pore, MOJTHOU IPY/IbI0 BABIXasi OCOOEHHO BKYCHBIN BO3IYX.

V KoJIo/11a CTOSUIN [BE JKEHIIUHBI C TPEMsI BeJpaMK 1 OOJIBIIIUM OAKOM Ha Tesiexke. HanomHsst
ero, OHH, He YMOJIKasi, 0e3 TOYEK W 3aIlAThIX, TAPATOPUIM KaXJasi O CBOeM, 00CYXkJasi BceX: MpaBH-
TEJIbCTBO, HAYaJIbCTBO, MYKEU, COCEHEN:

— Kyna cmorput npaButensctBo? Hu neHcuid, Hu 3apruiat, camu B «Mepcenecax» €34T, Jaun
Ha baramax noHacTpowIu. . .

— A Mol BTOpPOH yke Mecsll He npocbixaeT. C TakMM He TO 4TO JABOpIa Ha baramax — capas
BO JIBOpPE HE JOCTPOMIILIb!

Takas 6ecena HaniomHuIa CTacy JBe napaiesibHble MpsMble, KOTOpbIE, KaK U3BECTHO, CKOJIBKO
VX HU MPOAJIEBAl, HUKOTAA HE COMOYTCH. . .

OHn nocmotpen Ha 6ak, Bepa U MPUKUHYI, YTO 32 TO BpeMsl, IOKa OH MPOKAET 3/1€Ch, MOKHO
coOeraThb K KOJIOAIY OKOJIO BanuHoro noma.

PemmB Tak, Crac HanpaBuiIcs Ha coce/iHIoK yuily. Korma oH 00Xxoau iy Ky mepe JOMOM C
MPUOUTON HaJl ABEPHIO MOIKOBOM, KATUTKA MPUOTKPBLIACH U CPA3Y Ke 3aXJIOMHYIACh. DTO MPUBJIEKIIO
€ro BHUMAHUE, 1 OH MPUCITYIIAJICA K Pa3roBOPY 32 BOPOTAMH.

—Yero 310 Tl ? — HEAOBOJIBHO CIPALIMBAI MYKCKOU T'0OJIOC, U IPYTOM, OITPaB/IbIBASICh, OTBEYAL:

— Tam ¢ mycTeiMU BegpaMu UAyT!

— Hy n uro?

— Vnauu He Oyzer!

— BeuHo 1b1 co cBoumu npumMetamu! Mam, a To Ha noes[ ono3gaeiis !

— Her, 51 syurie nonox 1y, Korjga ¢ OJIHBIMU BO3BpaIiaTbest OyayT!

Crac, XMBIKHYB, TPOAOJIKUI IMyTh. OH TOXe BepHJI B IPUMEThI, 0COOEHHO KOr/ia CTosi1 Ha (yT-
OOJIBHBIX BOPOTax U nepen 9k3ameHamu. Ho He 10 Takoi ke cTeneHu!..

Hoins 1o BannHoro goma, OH NOCTy4all B OKHO:

— Banp!

Huxkro He or3biBascs. «He coerars m 1o noma Banbkunoit 6abymiku?» — nogyman Crac. Ho
TaM ObUT oTell ¥ ymupasia 6ada [Toss. HenzeecTHO, YTO IMEHHO OCTAaHOBHIIO €10, TOJIBKO PEIIUB, YTO
JKEHIIMHBI YK€ HAMOJHIIIN 0aK, OH HallpaBUJICSI OOPaTHO.

W Hano xe 6bUI0 eMy MOJONTHU K I0MY C MOIKOBOM B TOT CAMbIii MOMEHT, KOT/Ia U3 HETO OMSITh
BBIIILJIA CyeBEpHas KeHIMHa. [la emie KpyTs B pyKe IMycToe Bepo!..

JKeHnmHa yBuaana ero, u:

— Ax!

Beiponuiia KkpacuBylo, Tyro HaOUTYIO CYMKY MPsIMO B JIyky!..

Bot u Bepsb nociie 31oro B npumersi!

OrnsgpiBasch Ha 3apyraBUIMXCS Y BOPOT MYKYMHY M KeHIIuHY, CTac JoIen 0 Koloaua,
HaOpan BoabL. [Tpyas 10Moil, OH MOCTaBUJI TOTHOE BEIPO Y MAMHHBIX HOT, C YYBCTBOM BBITIOJIHEHHOTO
J0NIra, TUTIOXHYJICS Ha KPOBaTh U CTaJl OTBICKMBATh B TETPAI MECTO, HA KOTOPOM ITpEepBajl UTEHHE. . .
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2
...Kpucn Bech oOpaTmiicsi B Cayx,
0051Ch YIIYCTUTb XOTsI ObI OJTHO CJIOBO

...Mapriesu czienan HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB M OCTAHOBUIICA Y Pa3/esisBILIErO ero ¢ CbIHOM, MOCTaB-
JIEHHOTO Ha OOK pOAUTENHCKOTO JIoka. Cyis 10 JIETKOMY MO3BAKUBAHUIO 30JI0TOTO MEPCTHSI 110 JIEPEBY
Y cIaBJIeHHbIM cTOHaM, Kpuci noHsi1, 4To OH, My1ava, IaauT ero.

JpIxaHue OTlIa CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TsDKesee, FpoMye, M OH HAaKOHEI] 1aJl BOJII0 CBOUM YyBCTBaM,
Yero He MOT TO3BOJIUTh ceOe Ha JIIofIsiX. Tak peka MpophiBaeT IJIOTHUHY. .. Ty4a, HABKCINAs HAJl TOPO-
JOM, POXKJIAeT Tpo3y...

IlepBbli1 pa3 B :xxu3Hu Kpucn ciblimal, kak madet otel. OH yxke He IIaAu1 — KOJIOTHII KyJJaKaMu
Mebeb 1, 3aXJ1e0bIBasICh PbIIAHUSIMU, TOBTOPSLIL:

— Kak 11 Morma? Kak Te1 morna?.. Ho el He BuHOBaTa! 910 — BCe oH... OH!! Th nomanack
B ero ceru! S monro tepnes... Ho Teneps y MeHs1 HaKOHell MOSIBIJIACh BOZMOXHOCTh OTOMCTUTH! U
s — oromiiy!..

Kpucn cyman u Toxxe 6e33By4Ho uiakai. Cepatie ero pa3psiBaiock. OTell MpOKJIUHAI TO, YTO
ObLJIO eMy OpOXKe BCEro Ha cBeTe, Aaxe camoil ku3Hu! OH BAPYr BCIIOMHWJ, KaK Mama BIIEpBbIe
npuBena ero K oty Hekrapuio, Kak TOT KpecTHJI ero, pacckasaB o Xpucre... Korga orerr ObiBai
B OTBHE3/aX, OHU MO0 BOCKPECEHBbsIM XOAMJIM Ha CIyxkOy, a eciiu OblT IoMa, MaMa yMOJIsiIla ero He
BbIJIaTh UX... Heckonmbko pa3 uMs ['ocrofHe yxke roToBo ObUIO COPBAThCS C €ro yCT, HO Mama OJu-
TEeJIbHO 3aKMMalla eMy pOT WM ycleBala Mpeaynpeauts 3HakoM. [ToTtom oHa 3aBepsiia, 4TO OTell
00s13aTeIILHO, 110 KX MOJIUTBaM, CaM MPUIET KO XPHCTY, a IIOKA HYKHO TEPIETh U MOJTYATh, YTOOBI 1O
HEBEeJICHUIO, MPEKIeBPEMEHHBIM 'HEBOM OH He 1oryous1 Bcero. OJJHaKO BpeMmsl 1110, He CTaJIO MaMbl,
a oTell MO-TpeKHEMY He TPU3HABAI X PUCTA. . .

Ho He MoxeT Besp Tak mpoaoimkarbesi Beuno! Uto, eciy ¢ OTHOM YTO-TO CIIYYMTCS, M OH TaK
Y YMpET SI3bIYHUKOM, HABEKH MOTyOUB CBOIO TyIIy?..

«[ocriogu! — B3monuiicst Kpucr. — Benb oH ke Xopoluid, J00pblii, TOMOTH emy !»

OH yxe roToB ObLT BHICKOUUTDb U3 yIJIa, MOA0eKaTh K OTIY U YCIIOKOUTH €r0, CKa3aB MpaBay O
Xpucre, otiie Hektapuu, Mmame, 3a KOTOPYIO HY)KHO Telepb TOJIIBKO pajJoBaThes!..

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a JBEpbI0 CHOBA pa3/iaiich rpyOble CONAATCKUE Mark. A 1mocje 3Toro oH
YCIIBIIIAT TO, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €r0 M03a0bITh O CBOEM HAMEPEHUH.

CHauasia Ha MOTOJIKE, CJIOBHO 3aPHULIBI — TPEJBECTHULIBI MOJTHUM — 3aUT'PAJIU CIIOJIOXU OT BHE-
CEeHHOro ynpasisomuM ¢oHaps. [Torom otell yxe yBepeHHbIM, TOIBKO 4yTh TUIIIE OOBIYHOTO, TOJIO-
COM CKa3all:

— To, 4TO THI yCHBIIIUIIL Ceiyac, He JAOIKEH 3HATh OOJbIIe HUKTO. DTO — roCyJapCTBeHHAs!
TaliHa, 3a pa3mialieHre KOTOpoi OHO HAKa3aHUe. . .

— Cmeprs?

— Ha! Ho 51 BBIHY)XJIeH OTKPBITh €€ TeOe, YTOOBI Thl CMOT B TOUHOCTH BBITIOTHUTH MO€ YKa3aHHeE.
3neck... — Kpucn ycnplmal, Kak oTel] HOXJIONAJ JaJOHbI0 IO CBOEM KOXKAHOW JIOPOKHOU CYyMKe, —
HAXOQUTCS UMIIEPATOPCKHUI UKT, KOTOPBIM 51 AOJIKEH pa3Be3Td 1o NMpoBUHIMAM. ConepkaHue ero
B JIETAJISIX MHE HEM3BECTHO, HO $1 3HAI0, YTO, COIJIACHO €MY, CKOPO HAYHETCSl YHUUTOXEHUE BCeX, KTO
OTKaXeTCsl MPUHECTHU KEPTBY TEHUIO UMIIEPATOPA.

— B nepBy1o o4yepep XpUCTHUaH, KOTOPbIE HE CTAHYT MOKJIOHSTLCS HUKOMY, KpoMe ux bora?

— Nmenno!

Kpucn Bech 0Opatusicsi B CIyx, OOSICh YIIYCTHTB XOTsI Obl OJTHO CJIOBO.

— Tak BOT, — MOBBICKJI TOJIOC OTell. — ThI JIOJDKEH CliesiaTh BCe, YTOOBI MO 3aKJIATHIA BpAr...
stoT Hekrapuii, He n30esKall MBITOK — CaMBIX CTPAIIHBIX MBITOK, CKaBp, ¥ Ka3HU! 3aroMHu: rae Obl
OH HU OBUI, KyJa Obl HM YCKOJIL3HYJI, TBOSI 33/1a4a — HAWTU M BBIAATh €r0 BJIACTSIM!
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— Byap cnokoen, Mapuemn! Ckaxu TONbKO, KOT/1a COCTOMTCS KEPTBOINPUHOILIEHUE ? — IEIOBUTO
OCBEJJOMUJICS YITPABJISIIOIIHIA.

— He mory. D10T 1eHb U3BECTEH JIMIb UMIIEPATOPYy ¥ CaMbIM OJIU3KUM U3 €r0 OKPYKEHHSI.

— C oziHO¥ CTOPOHBI, 3TO He YIOOHO JIJIs1 MEHsI, a ¢ APYroi — xopoio: Hekrapuii Beap Toxke HEe
3HAeT ero! — BCIIyX pacCyausI YIPaBISONMNA. — A Kakue OyayT YKa3aHus 1O XO3SUCTBY?

— Hukakux! — orpe3an Mapuesul. — MeHs ceituac BoHyeT Tosibko Hektapuil u Moii CbiH, KOTO-
poro, Kcrarty, s 3abupaio ¢ coooii!

— Kpucna? Tsl He noBepsiels MHe?!

— Yro Th1, CkaBp! Pa3Be Toraa st oTkpbu1 Obl TeOE rOCYJapCTBEHHYIO TalHY ?

— Ho 3auem TbI yBO3ULIb CHIHA?

— A 3T0 yXe Mosl JInYyHas TaiHa. .. §l mono3peBalo, 4YTo OH — TOXKE XPUCTUAHUH!

VYcrplmag 310, MaTburK B3IPOTHYJI KaK OT yaapa. Ho HeT, OH He OCIIBIIIaICs — OTell POAOJIKAaT:

— [ocne cmepTy sKeHBI OH CTaT ISl MEHsI CAaMbIM JIOPOTMM, UTO TOJIBKO €CTh B XKU3HH, JOPOXKE
camoit ku3Hu! U 51 6010ch, YTO OH MoOCnenyeT npumepy ABpenvu. Beap OH yrpsiM v JOBepuuB, Kak
Martb! $1 pemmm B3STh €ro, ¢ OAHOW CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI CIIACTU OT CMEPTH, a C APYTror — Haaesich 00pasy-
MUTb 1 HAaIlyTraTh BUJOM IBITOK Ha 0OpaTHOM IyTu! A Ternepb uaeM. [Ipurm-ka ero Ko MHe, YTOoObI
s BeJIeNl eMy coOuparbcsi B fopory!

Bnvky yxe He 3apHULIAMH — TPO3HBIMHU MOJTHUSIMH 3aMETAJIMCh TIO TIOTOJIKY BCIIE] 32 OTLIOM U
CkaBpoM U yIaJIsiIiCh, BHOBb YCTYIIasi MECTO ThMe.

«Kaxk xe teriepp ObITh?.. YTO nenarh?»

Kpucn ¢ Tpyaom nosxaacs, KOrjaa CTUXHYT IIard, ¥ BCKOYMIT Ha HOTH.

«Hano ckopee npenynpeauts otiia Hektapusi, Bcex cBoux !»

BonbHO ynapsisick 0 MmeOenb, HajleTeB Ha OPOH30BBIH Ta3, OH BHICKOYMII U3 JOMa U, 3a0BIB TIPO
OCTOPOXXHOCTb, HE OIVISIIBIBASICH HA Pa0dOB, HA 30BYIIETO €ro YIpPAaBJISAIOMIEro, TOJKHY KAIUTKY U
MOMYaJICs 1O YJHILIE K TAHHOMY MECTY, IJie COOMPAJIMCh IO BOCKPECHBIM JHSIM XPHUCTHAHE.

«3a YTO OHU TaK HaC? — 3a/IbIXasICh, HE MOT MOHSATH OH. — Be/lb Mbl e HUKOMY He AeiaeM 371a!..»

Bot HakoHenl u HyxHBII oM. OH HUYEM He oTIhvaics OT apyrux JoMoB. Kpome ensa 3amer-
HOTO M300paXkeHHsI BAHOTPATHOM JIO3BI C TPO3/IbI0 HA BOPOTAX.

[TpuBpaTHUK MPUBETIIMBO YJIBIOHYJICS] 3HAKOMOMY MaJTbUMKY:

— Ipoxonu!

Ho TOT € cepbe3HbIM BUOM ILIETTHYJI NEPBYIO TIOJIOBUHY MApOJIS:

— «Xpucroc....

— ... TIOCpear Hac!» — OTO3BAJICS IPUBPATHUK M TIOATOJKHYJ Maibuuka: — [la Oeru xe, a TO
oro31aens!

Kpucn 3HaKoMbIMU KOPUIOPaMU TIPOLIEN K JBEPH, BEAYILEH B OB, CITyCTHIICS IO CTYTIEHb-
KaM ¥ yBUJIEJ, YTO MPUBPATHHUK OBUI MPaB: OH MOCIIeN Kak pa3 K npudactuio CeateiMu Japamvu.

Manbuuk 00Bel I71a3aM1 CYaCT/IMBbIE, MPOCBETJICHHbIE HE3EMHOM PaIOCThIO JIUIA TPUHIMAB-
IIUX KYCOUKM ATHIIA JTIOAEN U, COIPOrasich OT MBICIIH, YTO BCEM UM, BO3MOKHO, TIPEICTOUT CKOPO
MOTMOHYTh, TIPUYEM B CAMBIX CTPAIIHBIX MyKax, Opocuiics K oTiry Hekrapuio.

OH xoTen pacckazarb BCe, UTO MOJCIYIIAJ, HO MIPECBUTEDP, XOTh U MOHSUT TIO BBIPAXKEHHUIO €T0
JIMLIA, YTO IPOM3OLIIO HEUTO y)KACHOE, HEBO3MYTHMO CKa3all:

— Bospaii cHauana boxue — bory!

Kpucn mmpoko packpbll poT U 0J1aroroBeiiHO MPHUHSUT B ce0sl. .. HET, He MPOcTo Kycouek Casi-
toro Xneba, a — Camoro Xpucra! OH He MbITAJICS, KaK WHBIE, TIOHATH, Kak MoxeT bor, Kotopsiii
cozaan uenyio Beenennyio u npen KotopbiM TperenyT HeOecHbIe CHIIbI, BOWTH B I'PEIIHOTO Yesio-
BeKa, OyJb OH MaJIbUMK, pad UM CAHOBHUK, IIPUYEM HE YacTulle, a Bech — HeGecHslit. OH mpocTo
3HaJI, HE MBITAasICh pa300paThCs B 3TOM YMOM, UTO 3TO AefcTBUTENbHO Tak. U Bor ceituac B Hem!

— Hy BoT, a Tenepb MOXXHO U KecapeBo — Kecapio. ['oBopu! — pazpemn oreny Hekrapuii.
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—41... moit orenr u Ckagp... Tam... — couBumBo Hava Kpucn u Beinamn: — mmneparop uzgan
SIUKT, YTOOBI BCE MPUHECIIN KEPTBY €ro TeHUIo!
— Tak... — 3alyMYMBO NIPOM3HEC CBALICHHUK. — DTO O3HAYAET TOJIBKO OJHO — MAaCCOBBIE FOHE-

HUS Ha XpucThaH! HeckobKo AecaTUIeTHiA IMITEpaTopbl He Tporaiu Hac. TONBKO HEKOTOPbIE peTH-
BbI€ SI3BIYHUKY TIHITATUCH HICKOPEHUTH HaIlly BEpY MO MecTaM, Kak, HalpuMep, HeJJaBHO B AJIeKCaH-
apud. A Teriepb BO BceM PMMCKOM Mupe CHOBa HAUHYTCS TIBITKU, MyUYeHHUs], Ka3HH. . .

— BoigepxuM 1 MBI UX? — MOCHBIIANUCH BCTPEBOKEHHBIE TOJI0CA. — XBaTUT JIM Y HAC CHJT
MIEPeHECTH TaK, KaK HAIM cTapiire OpaTbs-MyYeHUKH?

— Camu, KOHEYHO, HeT! — ¢ KpOTKO# yinblOKo# otBeTw npecButep. — Ho ['ocnons Ceoeii O1a-
rOJaThIO YKPENUT HAC U IACT CUJIbI IPETepIieTh JiioOble MyueHHsi. CO CTOPOHBI 3TO OyIeT BHINISAICTh
YyJ0M, IJIsi/1s1 Ha KOTOPOE THICSYM U THICSUHM JIIOZIeH YBEpYIOT BO XpucTa. A IJisl CAMUX MyUYEHUKOB
mo0asi HITKA MTPEBPATUTCS B PAJIOCTb, HET, B CYACThE OT CKOPOU BCTpeuu ¢ X prucToM, KOTOpbIi CBOEH
OMaroiaThio U YTEIIUT HAC, ¥ YTUIIUT OOJb. .. [JlaBHOE TOJIBKO HaM caMUM He OTcTynuTh 00 Bora,
4TOOBI HE JUIIUTLCSA TON OJIArogaTv U HEOECHBIX BEHIIOB !

— Co mHo10 Benib Toxe Oyaet boxnbst 6naropats, npasaa? — nporentan Kpuc, u oter; Hektapuit
JIACKOBO TIOIJI/INAJI €T0 T10 TOJIOBE:

— Koneuno! Tsl ¢ gercTBa BocnuTaH B Onarovectuu, v 3a Te0s1 y camoro npectona boxbero,
Ha HeOecax MOJIMTCS Tenepb TBOsI MaMa. A MaTepuHCKasi MOJIMTBA Aaxe 3/1eCh, Ha 3eMJie, U3 ITyOuH
MOps1 OTHUMET U U3 orHs craceT! Thl BOT UTO ellie CKaxu HaM, — BOIPOCUTEIBHO TIOCMOTPEIT OH Ha
MaJibumKa. — [OHeHus yxe Hauanch?

— Her, snukT cHavasa Hy’)KHO pa3Be3TH 1o MpoBUHIMAM! Bce mpon3oiiaeT B oMH JeHb, KOTO-
PbIi 3HAET TOJIBKO MMIIEpAToOp U caMble OM3KKE K HEMY JIMIA, — CIIOBaMH OTLA oObsicHuI Kpucn u
C TOTOBHOCTBIO 3aIJISIHYJT B T71a3a MPECBUTEPY: — A XOUelllb, 51 BHIKPAAy Y OTI[a CYMKY M COXIY BCe
3nuKThl? Jlenuil yexail Ha BOWHY, TIOKA €Ille HallMIIYT HOBBIE, [IOKA OH YTBEPAMT UX...

Orten HekTapuii ¢ ynpI0Kkoi TOCMOTpENT Ha MaJIbUMKA U OTPUIIATETbHO ITOKaYasl roJIOBOM.

— Hy, Torna paspemny BCKpbITh TOJBKO OIMH M XOTsI Obl y3HATh J€Hb, KOTJa BCE HAYHETCA? —
B3Moumics Kpucr.

— He mory: 3anoBenu ['ocionHelr HUKTO He OTMeHs1! — pa3Besl pyKaMu CBSAILUEHHUK. — Mbl
00s13aHbI YTUTH OTIA U MaTh, & He TYOUTh UX. ThI MOyMa, YTO CIENAl0T C TBOMM OTIIOM, €CJIM OOHa-
py’KaT B3JIOMaHHYI0 UMIIEPATOPCKYIO MevaTh?

— A f... s CKaKy, 4TO B3SUI [IOMTPaTh €r0 — 3TU SAUKTHI BCET/IAa B TAKUX KPACUBBIX KOPOOOUKAX
— U... ojaoman!

— 9x, Kpucrn, Kpucn! — orert Hekrapuii notpenan Majipumka 1o rojiose. — Passe s yuann te0st
arath? Pa3Be He TOBOpHII, UTO, CKa3aB HEMpaB[y, Thl MlepecTaelib ObITh CBIHOM BOXHUUM M YCHIHOB-
nsienibes catane? Crynai Jydiiie 10Mou!

— He mory! — ucnyranno 3arpsic rosiopoii Kpucn. — Orely goragpiBaercs, 4to s XpUCTHAHUH !
OH mier MeHsl, 4ToObl 3a0paTh ¢ codoii! !

— Crynaii ¢ MupoMm, OH He cjesaeT Tebe 37ma! — ynapIoHyCcS npecButep. — [loBepb, TH OYECHDb
MHOT'0 cZefaj s Hac!

TyT pasnmanuck ronoca, ynpammsaioimuye otiia Hektapus toxe coepeub ceOsi 1 HeMeJIEHHO
yexartb B 0e30IacHOe MecTo:

— Mnaue nociie OKOHYaHMSI TOHEHUI TOPOJ] OCTaHeTcs1 6e3 macThipsi!

— Kro yremmT Toraa ocTaBmmxcs B KUBBIX 7

— Kro HactaBuT B Bepe M OKpECTHUT HOBBIX cecTep u OparbeB?

— Kro 6yner nmpoBoguTh city0bl, M COBEpIIATh TANHCTBA?

— Wm xe! — moroponmi npecButep, u Kpucr Tak u He ycren y3HaTh, YeM 3aKOHYMIIOCH JIEJIO:
CTyIeHEeK HaBepx ObLJIO TaK MaJjio, a yroBapuBaBIIUX OTia Hekrapus yexaTb «IOrocTUTh» K Opary B
nayiekyio CUpHIO TaK MHOTO. . .
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3
Crac CJbIIIIAJ, ITO CBET OT 3B€3]1 HA€T MHOIO-MHOIO JICT...

B xoMHarte cTajo coBCEM TEMHO.

Crac noTsHyJICS, CIIPHITHYJI C KPOBAaTH, YTOOBI BKJIIOYHTH CBET, M 3aCMOTPEJICS B OKHO.

He60 1aBHO pacurcTHIIOCH OT Ty4 U IOOJIECKUBAJIO TIEPBBIMH, COBCEM HE MIOXOKMMU Ha TOPO]I-
CKHE, 3BE30aMU.

Crac rae-To Chbllai, YTo CBET OT 3Be3/1 JOXOAUT 10 3eMJIM Yepe3 ThICSYHU JIeT.

«MoxeT, oHM Mocnanu ero emie Torna, koraa kwi Kpucn, Mapnei, otenr Hekrapuid,
CkaBp...», — MOAYMAJIOCh BIIPYT EMY...

4
...Kpucn Mor Tenepb TOJbKO COJraTb B OTBET...

Kpucn cunen B Kypbepckoii OBO3KE PSIOM C OTIIOM M Yepe3 OTBEPCTUE B KOKAHOM IIOJIOTe
CMOTpeJ1 Ha 3Be3/1pl. HarpoTuB cria TONCThI YUHOBHUK, KOTOPbI OTBO3UJI UMIIEPATOPCKUMA IUKT
Ha ceBep. Eie oguH Kypbep, myTh KoToporo nposeran a0 Moepun?, kak ObIBIIMI LEHTYPUOH, MTPEe-
MoYeN exarh BEpXOM, C COMPOBOKIABIIMMH MOBO3KY OXpaHHMKaMHu. MIM ke ¢ OTIIOM MpeacTosio
MOOBIBaTh B BOCTOUHBIX U I0KHBIX TIPOBUHIIUSX.

Kypbepam HykHO ObLIO 100paThCs /10 MOPTa I10 CYIIIE, a TaM IIepececTh Ha CITykeOHble Kopaliu.
Brlexany oHM MO3/IHO BEUEPOM U YTPOM Ipe.rosiarai ObTh Ha MecTe.

Kyuep, noroparuiBasi Jiomae, menkan OMuoM, XOTs MOT U He JIeJIaTh 3TOro: YeTBepKa Karl-
MAaJIOKUICKKUX THEJBIX ¥ 0€3 TOro pe3Bo MUaiach MO MIMPOKOU, MOIIEHHOW OYTBIKHUKOM JIOpOre.

WHorna HaBcTpedy Monajaiuch TSKeNI0 TpyKeHHbIe KyleuecKre TOBO3KH, Crelanye 10 pac-
CBETa JOCTUYb FTOPOJOB C X IIYMHBIMU PHIHKAMH.

Cnarp He XOTeJI0Ch — CIMIIKOM MHOTO COOBITUI MPOU3OIIUIO 32 MUHYBIIUH JIeHb. PasroBop ¢
OTIIOM TOXE He KJICWJICS, U OXKUBJISUICS, JIMIIb KOTAa OHM OOTOHSTM OYEPEIHYI0 KOTOPTY MIYIIUX
Ha BOIHY JlernoHepoB. Toraa otelr HAYMHAN PaccKas3biBaTh O HUX CTOJIBKO MHTEpecHoro, uto Kpucn
3a0bIBaJI BCE, YTO TATOTHJIO €TO CEpALe.

Okazanock, 4To MepBasi KOropTa JIeTMOHa COCTOUT M3 CAMBIX KPEMKHUX, POCIIbIX, BBIHOCJHMBBIX
BOMHOB. VIMEHHO eii I0BepsuIn COXPAaHHOCTD IJIABHOTO 3HAMEHW PHMCKOT'O BOWCKa — OpJia U M300pa-
*eHre umneparopa. OHa MepBoy IUIa B HACTYIUICHUE, 2 B 00OOpPOHE MPUHUMAJIA Ha ceOsl TIepBbIi,
HanOoJee TSOKeIbIN yaap Bpara.

— 910 ana! — oOBSCHS OTell, TIOKa3bIBask Ha CKauyyIIMX BCAJAHUKOB, 1 Kpucn nyman, dro He
3ps1 TAKKE OTPSIIIBI HA3BIBATIM «KPBUTbSIMU»: OHH, CJIOBHO U BIIPSIMb KPbLJTbsI OOJIBINON TEMHOM NTHUIIBI,
OOTOHSIsI UX, MPOHOCKJIACH BIEpe].

Eme otery pacckaspiBasl 0 TapaHax, OaJUIMCTax, IPYyrUX METATelIbHbIX MAIllMHAX, OYepPTaHUS
KOTOPBIX, TOYHO CTpAIlHble, HeBUIAHHBIE 3BEPH, MPOIUIBIBAIM MUMO, KOTJ]a OHM 00be3kaiu ux. B
CBETE JIyHbI MOOJIECKUBAIIN JOCTIEXH, HAKOHEUHUKH KOITUIA, 1 OH TOBOPHJI, YTO BOMHBI IOJKHBI YACTO
YHCTUTh CBOE OPYKHME U CIIEAUTD 32 MAHIMPSIMHU U JIaTaMH, IOTOMY UYTO OJIECK OPYKHSI M IOCTIEXOB
BHYIIIAeT OCOOCHHBIN cTpax Bpary. Kpome Toro, jernoHepbl Hecim Ha ceOe B MOX0/aX AJTMHHBIH TsKe-
JIBIA KOJI 17151 TIAJIATOK M YaCTOKOJIa BOKPYT Jiarepsi B MECTe OCTAaHOBOK, KOTEJIOK, KOP3MHKY C 3ar1acoM
€lIbl Ha HECKOJILKO JTHEH. . .

— Bcero BMecTe ¢ opy:KreM — 4yTh MEHbIIIE, YeM BECHIIb Thl! — yJIBIOANICS OTell.

Kpucn Toxe orBevan yiblOKOM.

3 Ucrnanum.
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A 1mocrie BHOBb HACTYNAJIO TATOCTHOE MOTYaHUE, M MAJIBYKMKY Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU C OTLIOM ObLITH
ropasio OJImKe Tam, B CTApOM JI0Me, Yepe3 IeperopoKy, YeM 31eCh, XOTs U CHEIH IJIEYOM K I1Iedy,
TECHO MPIKUMASCh APYT K Apyry. OTel Toxke YyBCTBOBAJI 3Ty CTEHY U, CJIOBHO TapaHOM, OWJI ee
HEYKJTIOKMMU IIyTKaMH, METaJl Yepe3 Hee, KaK U3 KaTamyJbThl, BOIIPOC 3a BOIPOCOM, HO Bce ObLIO
TIIETHO. .. Pa3roBop He nomyyvascs.

Brpyr on cripocuit To, OT 4ero UM 0OOMM CTaJIo He Mo cede:

— A 4eM Thl 3aHUMAJICS] BUEPA YTPOM, UTO 51 HE BUJET TeOs, BEpPHYBIINCH JOMOW?

— A7?.. — mrHoBenue nomeaawi Kpucn u yectno oreetmit: — Monuics!

— Jla? — nenanHo ynuBuicsa Maprieir. — YTo-To 51 JaBHO He BUjieN TeOsl OKOJIO CTaTyl HAIUX
6oroB! W ThI 3a0BUT, CKOJIBKO JOOpa OHM C/IeNIajii HAaIeMy pomy?

— Cmotpu, Kakas yyaHasi moBo3ka! — Kpucn, oTBiiekasi BHUMaHue OTIIa, TOKa3ajl Ha BHITUIBIB-
IIYIO U3 MPEAPACCBETHOM ABIMKY IPOMO3/IKYIO TEJIETY C KOJIeCaMHU, BRITOUEHHBIMH M3 OIHOTO OpeBHa,
KOTOPYIO YHBUIO TAIllMJIM 32 cOOOM BOJBL. BoccenaBimii CBepXy KpeCTbsSIHMH UCITYTaHHO Tapaluics
Ha UMIEPATOPCKUI BBIMIIEN HAJl UX TOJIOTOM.

— OH, HaBepHOE, MTPUHUMAET Hac 3a camoro [lerms!

— Bo3moxHo! — paccestHHO KuBHYA Mapriien, He kejiasi MeHsITh TeMy pa3roBOpa: CJIMIIKOM
BakHa ObUIa OHA Ui Hero. — Ml Mo# oTell — TBOW e/, W JIe/lbl MOMX JIe/IOB — BCE MOKJIOHSLIHChH
OJTMMITUACKHM, a TIocJie — pUMCKUM Ooram! Jla 1 Kak MOXeT ObITh MHaYe?

«Mosxket!» — MbIcieHHO Bo3pasui Kpucr, HO BCIyX CIPOCHIT:

— A Kak Ha3bIBalOT BOMHOB, KOTOPHIM JIOBEPSIIOT HOCUTH OpJia?

— Tak u Ha3pBaOT — opnoHoctpl! U s, TBOH OTell, CKOJbKO ce0sl TIOMHIO, C CaMOTO JIeTCTBA
MIPUHOIITY KEPTBY UM U TEHUIO UMIIEpaTopa.

— A Kak Ha3bIBaeTcsl TOT, KTO HOCUT Tiepe]] BOMCKOM ero u300paxeHne?

— Mmmarunapuii! — MammHasHO oTBeTHT Mapiiesut v Benbutil: — Heyxenu Tebe naxe HewH-
TepecHO cimymarh 00 3ToM? UTo ThHl yibiOaenibest?

— Ha Taxk...

— Her, kak orell, s xeJiaio 3HaTh, O YeM JyMaeT MOU ChIH!

Kpucn sikoObl TOKOPHO, HO HA CaMOM JieJie YTOObl YTauTh XUTPUHKY BO B3IJIsIAC, HAKJIOHUI
TOJIOBY U, KaK IIKOJbHHUK YUUTENIO, OTBETHUII:

— 4 mpocto BcomuHaw, Kak Hail pad Mpu nepeese B HOBBIM JOM OTOMJI TIOJTOIOBHI Y POJO-
Boro KOnwmTepa u qymMarn, Kak *ke OH, «O0r», MOT JIOIYCTUTh Takoe OecuecTtre?

Topsiuack, Mapriesut ctaj TOBOPUTb O CBOMX OOrax, CChUIASICh Ha aBTOPUTETHI BCEX BpEMeEH
Y HapojoB, HauMHas ¢ ['oMepa M KOHYasi HBIHEIIHUM MMIIEPATOPOM, OIHAKO BCKOPE MOTEPsIT HUTh
MBIC/TH Y MAXHYJI PyKOM:

— @y Th1, coBceM 3amyTan MeHs! O yeM Mbl ¢ TOOOH roBOpHIIN?

— OO0 opnonocnax! — ¢ roToBHOCTHIO TIoficKa3an Kpwucrr.

— Her, panbie!

— O06 3TOM, KaK €ro... UMMa-ruHapuu!

— Ee panbiie!

— O... BuepauHeM jHe!

— Bor-BoT! — 0OpamoBaics oterl. — 51 u roBopio, uTo Oe3 yBaxkeHHs K O0ram Thl COBCEM OTOMIICS
ot pyk! I'me TbI ObL1, K TIpUMepy, BUepa, 4to HH si, HM CKaBp He MOIJIM Cpa3y HalTu 1edst?

Kak Hazmo, XOTs1 y’ke OKOHYATEeJIbHO PAcCBENIO, Ha BCEW JOpOore, HACKOJIbKO XBATAJIO CHII Y
B3IJI51/1a, He OBUIO HYM BCA/THMKOB, HU JISTHOHEPOB, HU JaXke 3aXydaJIoi MOBO3KHU. . .

Kpucn mor teneps Tonbko coirate B otBer. Ho oH Bapyr BcrioMHun cinoBa Hekrapus u He
3aX0TeJl YCHIHOBIIAThCA cataHe. OH MOKOPHO CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY U MPOIIETTAL:

— Crauasna 51 ObUI B HaIlleM CTapoM JIOMe, KOT/Ia Bbl pa3roBapuBasii B HeM co CKaBpoM. ..

— Kak! — omenomnenso ycrasuscs Ha Hero Mapuesut. — U Thl. .. cibiiai Bee?!

— Ha, orel. ..
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— A notom?

— ITotom. .. moGesxai k oty Hektapuio.

—Yr0-0-0?! U THI. ..

— Ha, s mpeaynpeaui Hamx o0 snukTe derus. .. Y naxe mpeaokul BRIKPACcTh €ro WM XOTS
Obl y3HaTh AaTy!

— W b1 He GoMIIIbCS TPU3BHATHCS] MHE B 9TOM? !

— Ho Benp Th caM yums1 MeHs1 TOBOPUTb MpaBLy!

— II-na... — BeIgaBUI U3 ceOs1 Mapiiesut, XOTs Bech €ro BUj TOBOpUJI, HeT — kpuvail: «Ho He
BCera ke, U He B TAaKOW CTeleH! | »

«Jlo 4Jero xe oHM pa3Hble — MOU oTell 1 oTel] Hekrapwii, qaxe Korga pedyb UuaeT o0 OHOM U
TOM ke !» — nopaswics Kpucn.

Mapruiesut B3Oporsyii, NOTSHYJICS K TOPOXKHOU CyMKe, HO Kpucn octaHoBUII €ro:

— He Gecrokoiicsi, Tam Bce Ha Mecte! OTter; HekTapuii 3arpeTist MHe [Ief1ath 3TO. . .

Mapuiesnn cioBHO Obl KoJieOaJICs: IOBEPUTH CHIHY WJIH K€ YOSAUThCS B COXPAHHOCTU UMITEpa-
TOPCKHUX IMKTOB, CPeIX KOTOPBIX OBUIO HEMAJIO APYTUX, B TOM YHCIIE 0CO00 CEKPETHBIX ... OH J0ITO0
Momyai, 1 Kpucn He Toponui ero. OH NoHMMAaJI, Kak TPYIHO celvac OTLLy.

[Nocrne Toro kak Bce ObUIO paccKa3aHo, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ BAPYT TAKYIO JIETKOCTb, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch,
NTULIC MOT B3MBITh HaJl MOBO3KOW. Ho Bciien 3a 3THM, CIIOBHO MCITYTaBIIIUCh, KaK Obl OH U BIIPSIMb
HE cJeJa 3TOro, COObITUSI MUHYBILIETO JHS BCEW TSIKECThIO HABAIMJIMCH Ha ero pecHulsl. 1 koraa
OTell, OYHYBIIKCh, TUXO CIIPOCHIL:

— Ho nouemy?!

Ortgera He nocnepoBaio — Kpucn yxe cnant. ..

5
IToToM OYKBBI CTAJH CJAUBATHCA. ..

YCHYH u Crac. On JaXe CaM HE IIOHAJI, B KaKoW MOMEHT 3TO CIIy4YMUJIOCh.

Cnauvana 6y1<BbI, BBIACJICHHBIC AKKYPATHBIM, ITOXOXHUM Ha y‘IHTeJILCKI/IfI, MOYCPKOM, Havdalikn
pH6I/ITb 1 MCHATH OUCPTAHUA.

«b» — PUMCKUMMH JIETUOHEPAMU ITOHECIIN Ha ceOe KoJbs IJIA 9aCTOKOJIA BOKPYT JIareps. . . «A» —
muTaMmn OOJITAJINCH 32 CIIMHAMHA YCTaBIIUX BOUHOB. .. «K» — B numenn PUMCKOIo MaJIbYUKa 3aMaxXu-
Bajach OMYOM Ha YCTBCPKY KOHEH... A OECKOHEYHO H0JIrO€ CJIOBO «IIOCIIEN0BAJIO» — HAd TPEX BbITO-
YCHHBIX U3 6peBeH KoOJIeCax MpOKATUIIOCH TAKEIIbIM, HEITOBOPOTJIMBBIM TAPAHOM. . .

IToTom 6y1(BI>I CTAJIA CJIMBATLHCA B HICPEHT'U CTPOK, HICPEHI'N — B KOTOPTY CTPAHULIBL. . . N Bomen-
[N MaMe OCTaJIOCh JINIIb TMOAHATD YIIABIIYIO Ha IMOJI TETPAaldb, YKPBITb Craca 0I€AJIOM U BBIKJIIOUUTDH
CBET.

6
— Bacbka, kyna? Crou, orsnamennbii! Cto-oi!

— Jla 4rto ke Bbl, UpOABI, Nesaere?
— U Tax 3aKkppUIM, pOIUMYIO, TaK U €I1le COBCEM MOPYIINUTh peruin?
— Kpecra Ha Bac Her!
— A 3auem oH Ham? [Toctoponuch, Mamarta! Jlioau B KOCMOC BOBCIO JIETAIOT, & ThI 10 CUX TIOP
— KpecT... kpecT... Kcratu, MiBan [lerpoBud, ¢ KpecToM-TO 4TO jienath Oyaem?
— Kak uto? 3atienu ero Tpocom, U — TpaKTopom!
— TpakTopom st Mory, a Ha KyHoJ1 Haliii KOro oMoJioxe Jie3Tb. Bon — xots 6 Kanurona!
— 91, Kanuro-0-oH, uau-ka croga!
— Hy uero eme?
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— Konuaii ukons! pyours! [laBaii, Jie3b Ha Kyrod!

— Cam ne3p! He Buauiib, 1 pyKy nopanui?

— Eme He xBatano, 4tod mpejacenaresb Kouxo3a NsATKaMu repesa Bamu cepkai! Hy dro, Hu
OJIHOTO CMEJIOTo, UTo Jik, BO Beelt [TokpoBke HeT?

— Ectp, g4 Baub, ectb!

— Baceoka, kyna? Croit, orammenHsiii! Cto-oi!..

CkpwurHysia BXOJHasI IBEPb, B MajaTy MaXHYJIO CBEKMM HOYHBIM BO3IYXOM, U B TIOJHOHM TEM-
HOTE TOCTIBIIIAIICH YbU-TO OCTOPOXKHBIE IITATH.

— Kro 3pecp?

—9r0 4, otenr TuxoH, BaneHnTnHa!

— A nouemy CBET HE BKJIIOYAellb?

— Bac He xotena 6ynuth. I moToMm, s Beb TYT KaXIylo Belllb Ha OIIyIis 3Hato! Ceifyac TOJIBKO
TaOJIETKU BO3BMY. ..

— YTO mMBIraems HocoM — Mame?

— Her, Teneps yxe mue! Mawme Oosiblie HUKaKHe JIEKapCTBa HE TIOMOTYT. ...

—Yro... [lenares Bacwiberna... baOymka [Nons — ymepna?!

— Her! Ho... «Ckopast» TOIBKO 4TO MpHe3xkana, ¥ MPOCHIN — OoJibliie He BbhI3bBaTh. CKazamy,
YTOOBI S J1ajla yMepeTh el CIIOKOWHO. A KaK 3TO — CIIOKOWHO, €CJT OHa BCE BpeMsl CBSAIICHHHUKA U3
ropojia MPOCHT MPHUBE3TH, a TOT, KaK HAPOYHO, B OThe3/ie. .. He Mory Gosibllie CMOTpETh Ha e MyKH.
Hy, s nonwna!..

— Ioronu. .. mocroii! A s TyT 3a4em?

— Tak Bam Beib HeJIb3s1!

— Hy, 10 emie kak ckazarb? Thl MHE TOJIBKO...[IOAHSTHCS MOMOrd, a Tam yxxe Cam Bor Ham
MOMOXKeT!

— Ho, orer TuxoH... oren; Tuxon!! Oterr Tuxon!!!

— Bor Bunuib, u BcTan... u uaem!

— Bawm ne nnoxo? He 6obHO?

— Her, Bcé xopomo. Beé xoporro 6yner! Bo3ayx-to 31echk kakoid, a? ConoBbH NOOT. .. BoT u
npulLId. .. Bot n kanuTouka Bama. .. M nepka. A Bot u 6adymika [Mons. Hy, 3apaBctByiite, [lenares
BacuibeBHal..

— Bacenbka? Bacs!!

— Mawma, kakoii xe 310 Bacsi? D10 51 TeGe Oatiomky npusena! Kak To1 mpocuna... Ceityac oH
Te0s ucroenyet, npuvactut! He oOpamaiite BHIMaHus, otell TuxoH. 1O y Hee OT JIeKapCTB. . .

— Oretr... Tuxon?

— Ha, 6adymika INons, ga. .. Tel rotoBa?

— Koneuno, ceiHOK! Yk cTonbko xmaia... KoneuHo...

BasieHTHHA TUXOHBKO BBIILIA M3 KOMHATHI M BOIIUIA, KOT/IA €€ MaTh, yKe CUaCTJIMBAasi U yMUPO-
TBOPEHHasI, JIe)KaJa 1MoCyie UCIIOBEN U CBATOTO MPUYACTHSI. . .

Orten TuxoH cuaen psaoM C Heil, I71as ee pykKy...

OHH 0 YeM-TO pa3roBapuBaiI U, yBUJIEB BOLIEAIIYIO, OBICTPO 3aKOHUYMJIH CBOM pa3roBop. Coo-
CTBEHHO, TIPEPBHIBUCTO U €1Ba CIIBIIIHO ToBOpwIIa oqHa 6adyika [Tosns:

— DTO XOpOIIo, 4TO Thl HE ycmesa cKa3arh Bcero Kamutony... I npyrum OTKpbIBaThCsl HE
crout... oka! TeGe Ha/O, YTOOBI JIIOAM ¥ TIOBEPWIIM M JAOBEPHIM TeOe clenarh TO, paly Yero Thl
npuexai. A y3HaloT, KeM Thl ObUI, He TIOBEepST axe ToMy, KeM cTajl. He Bce, koHeuHo. .. Ho ecTs eme
TaK#e, KOTOpBIE OIATh CTAHYT MYTHTh HAPO/. . .

— Bcé xopormo. .. Bce xoporto oyner, 6ada [Mons! N xpam B [TokpoBke nogaumem. U cayxoy
CHOBA HauHeM!

— Haii-to Bor! Most Mama BeZlb 32 HEro Ku3Hb NOJIOKMIA. .. [Toexana B ropos mpoCcUThb, YTOOBI
XpaM He 3aKpBIBAJIH, a €€ BMeCcTe ¢ OATIONIKOW HalluM, OTIOM [ puropuem, 3a 370...
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— 3Hato, 6a0y1Ka, TOMHIO — paccTpessuiy. ... Ho Tenepb OHUM — CBATBIE, MOJISTCS 32 HAC, M HAM
HYKHO TOJIBKO pa/IoBaThCsl 3TOMY !

— Bor s u panyiock. .. [sxy Ha TeOst — M coBceM yMUpaTh He cTpaiiHo. .. ’Kus ['ocriozs!

— Hy, mMoxer, u Tl ele NoxuBenb!

— Her, mue yxe yxoauts!.. [Topa... Y Tenepp ciaymai camoe IJIaBHOE... pajy Yero, MOXET,
OH pan MHe J10XUTbH /10 3Toro AHs... Korma Bc€ Oyner roroBo, Basst — chpiib, Jo4ka? — OTKpPOET
TeOe Bepb B KOMHATY. .. Ky/la He BXOAWJA HU OJHA XMBas JyIIa, MOC/e TOro Kak e€ 3aKpbul OTell
I'puropwuii... Ho — Tonbko korja Bc€ OyieT TOTOBO, ¥ HH JIHEM paHblIiie! DTo ero mocjieIHUi HaKa3. . .
Tam Thl Haligemb B, uto Tebe OyaeT HyxkHO. A Terepb Bcg, crymait!.. Mnu... He 3Hato, u dero s
TaKOT'0 XOPOILETO. .. ClIeJaNa B )KU3HH, 4TO [ 0CHO/b. .. TaK yTeIWI MEHS. .. B CAMOM €€ KOHLE?..
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I'1aBa mecras

1
— Banbka! — axuya Crac, Opocasich K OKHY...

Crac, IpOoCHYBIINCh, TPUOTKPBLUT OUH IJ1a3 U TYT ke 3akMypuiicst. COTHEUHbIN JTyd, KOTOPBIT
BCE YTPO JI0CAXK )l €My, HOPOBSI MPOJIe3Th MOJ] PECHUIIBI, cliesial cBoe Aesio. CnaTh Oosbliie He XOTe-
JIOCB.

OH 3eBHY!1, CIIAJIKO OTSIHYJICS ¥ 3aMep, CUJISICh PUIIOMHUTB, KaK 9TO ObIBa€T MHOT/IA B IIEPBbIE
MIHOBEHHUSI 1TOCTIe CHa, TJIe OH U YTO O:KUAaeT ero ceronHs. [lomuuTtes, yro-to BaxkHoe! Ho — xoporiee
WM T1IJ10X0€e?..

Crac 00OBeJ B3IJIS/10M rojible, 0e3 MPUBBIYHBIX IIAKATOB C (hyTOOMCTAMH U TIEBLIAMH, CTEHHI. . .
yCIIBIIIAT KyJaxTaHbe Kyp, MojlauBaHue COOaK. . .

AX J1a — OH B JiepeBHe!

HaGe:xaBias Ha conHIle Ty4Ka MPOIJIOTHIa O30PHOM JIyY.

Tak 4TO ke Bce-Taku: IJI0X0e WU Xopoliee?

B cocenneli koMHaTe HETPOMKO MEPEroBaAPUBAIIUCH POTUTEIH.

Crac npucnymanics.

— XOpOHUTH-TO KOT/Ia Tenepb OyayT? — cripalBall MaMUH TOJIOC.

BecuBeTHbIN OT YCTaJIOCTH MAWH OTBEYA:

— Kak u nosnoxeno, 1o o0p4aio, Ha TPETUN JICHb.

— 3Ha4uT, B BOCKpECEHbE?

Crac HacTOpOXUJICS: HEeYXeH, otel] TUXOoH yxke ymep?!

Ho ner, peus nuia o kakoii-to Ilenaree. A mocne — 1 BOBCe O HEM:

— Yro Ham?

— Cnur! XKasko ero... MoxeT, BbIITyCTUM CErOHs?

— Ilycts cuput noma, yma-pasyma Habupaercs!

«BoT OHO — Haka3aHue!» — BCoMHIMI HakoHell CTac.

Jly4, BeIpBaBIIMICS HAa CBOOOMY, CJIOBHO yTellasl €ro, TEIUIbIM COTHEYHBIM 3aUMKOM CTa
TepeThbest 0 meKy. Ho Bckope u oH octaBuit ero. ColtHIle 3aKpbijia OoJbIIast, O] CTaTh HACTPOSHHMIO,
Tyya.

Crac noHypo BCTaj U He crella — KyJa, COOCTBEHHO, Terepb TOPOIUTHCAA? — CTal OIeBAThCSI.
Ho He ycniest oH 3acTerHyTh pyOalliky, Kak B CTEKJIO OCTOPOKHO MOCTYYaIT! ¥ TTOCIBIIIAIICS 3HAKOMBIH
roJIocC:

— Cracu-u-uk!..

— Banpka! — axnayn Crac, 6pocasich K OKHY. — XOpOIIIO, YTO ThI TIPHUIIIET !

Ho Bans mouemy-To He pasueinsii ero pajaoctu. [nasa y npyra Obumi nokpacHeBmMu. OH
OecrpecTaHHO IIMbITajl HOCOM.

— Teol yToO, 32005€E77?

— Her, y Hac rope! — BaHs1 HEOXUIaHHO BCXJIMITHYJI U TPYAHO, OYATO TYOBI y HEro ObLIA W3
KaMmHs, BbigaBuL: — baba Ilomns ymepnal..

«Emie onqHa cmepts! [a urto xe 3To nenaercsi?!» — npoctoHan mpo ceds CTtac, HO BCIyX, Kak
9TO ObIBAaeT MPUHSATO B MOJOOHBIX CITyYasix, CKa3a:

— ThI 3TO... KaK €ro... He nepexuBau!

— Taxk Beap — 6alymika! 3Haernb, Kakast oHa 100pas. .. Obuia?

Bans ¢ TakuM TpyaoM BBITOBOPUIT CIIOBO «Obliax», yTo CTacy IeHCTBUTENBHO CTANIO Kallb €ro.
[TeITasick OTBICYDb ApPYra, OH CIIPOCHIL:
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— A Jlenka rae?

— Jloma. 3abuiach B JaJbHUN YTOJ U TUIAYET. ..

— Io Gabymike?

— Her — o ce6e!

— Kak 310? — He nonsn Crac.

— A OHa TOJIbKO cefyac y3HaJla, 4To TOXe KOIJa-To yMmpeT!

Bans erie HEeMHOTO MOCTOSLT MOJL OKHOM U 3aTOPOTHJICS:

— 41 Bemp Ha MuHYTKY! MaMka mocnana K IUIOTHHKaM — rpo0 3aka3atb. BoT 31ech Bee pas-
Mepbl! — NIOKa3aJl OH CKAThI B KyJIAKe JIMCTOK.

Crac ¥icnyraHHO OTIIATHYJICS, @ HEBBICOKMIA Kperibiin BaHst mpogomkat:

— [pexcrarnsens, 4eI0BEK, OCIE TOTO KAK YMUPAET, BBITSTUBACTCS HA JECATh CAHTUMETPOB.
A HeKoTOpble — Jake Ha MATHaAuaTh! BoT Obl mpy kK3HU Tak ObUTO!..

3a0bIB PO MOPYYEHHUE, OH MPUHSJICS PAcCKa3blBaTh O MPEICMEPTHHIX ciioBax 0adwl [Tonu u
Kak OHa ymupana, ot yero CTtacy BKOHeII cTajio He 1o cebe. Hackobko oH paj ObLT IpUXOMy Apyra,
HACTOJIBKO TeNepb XOTeJ, 4TOOBI TOT Mockopee yuien. U korga BaHst HakoHeI CKpbUICs 32 TOBOPOTOM,
HE BHUKAsl B CMBIC] CKa3aHHOTO, — TaK OH OOBIYHO MPHUTOBapHBajl, OCBOOOXKIASCh OT TSIKECTer —
BBIJIOXHYJT:

— Cnaga bory!

Bb110XHYI H. .. HE TOYYBCTBOBAJ OOIeryeHus !

Xyske Toro, rmpeactaBiil JIeHy ¥ BCIIOMHWMII, KaK caM TIepBbId pa3 B JKU3HU Y3HAJ O CMEPTH.
He Toi1, 4To 10 TeneBU30pY, B ra3eTax WM KOTja XOPOHSAT Ha YJMIIE, a COOCTBEHHOW, HEMUHYEMOI,
BMeCTe C KOTOPOW, yMHpasi, HaBCeI/ia MCUe3aeT caMoe J0POroe 1 IeHHOEe, YTO TOJIBKO €CTh B )KU3HU
— pOOHOE, COOCTBEHHOE «SI» ...

2
! Toraa THX0-THXO0, €[iBa CJbIIA CAMOro cedsi, OH CIIPOCHI...

ITO CIIyYUJIOCh HIECTh. .. HET — CeMb JIET Ha3ad. OH elle He XOIWII B IIKOJTY, U y HUX TOT/1a KU
Cepbli MYIIUCTBIA KOTEHOK MapcuK.

B TOT 16 Mama nprHecia 13 Mara3uHa HeCKOJIbKO MEJIKHX phiOeriiek. CXBaTUB OfIHY, OH Cpasy
e KUHYJICS KOPMUTB CBOETo JioorMIla. Mama, Kak HasJio, BeJiela eMy XOPOIIeHBKO 3aKPhITh BXOMI-
HyI0 JBepb. OH TaK CHElW, a Ta HUKaK He 3aKpblBajlach! Memano 4To-To ynpyroe, MArkoe — Kak
BBISICHUJIOCH BCKOpE... caM MapcHK.

BenHblii KOTEHOK € MPUAYIIEHHBIM X PUTIOM BAPYT BHICKOUMIT U3-TIO]1 IBEPU U, U3BUBASICh, CTAJl
OUTBCS O TOJI, CJIOBHO PE3MHOBBIN MSUUK.

Onu ¢ MaMOM TaK M 3aCTBIJIA Ha MeCTe.

[TocrenenHo MapcHk yCTIOKOWIICS U 3aTHX.

— Bcé! — B3noxHysna Mmama. — Otmyuwicst 6eHsra. ..

OH Hauas ropbKoO IUIaKaTh, jKajiesl KOTCHKA.

— He mnaup! — ckazana Mama.

— Ho Benp emy ke 60JIbHO! — CKBO3b CJ1€3bl BO3PA3KII OH M YCIIBIIIAT:

— Her, oH yke HUYero He 4yBCTBYET, HUKOTO He BUJIUT U HE CIIBIIINT, OH — ymep!

Crac BCIIOMHMII, Kak 00OIIIe] TOrJa BOKPYT KOTeHKa, He TIOHMMasi, Kak 9TO OH He BUIUT U He
CIIBIIIIUT €T0, U HEJOYyMEHHO CITPOCHIL:

— Hudero-unuero?

— Ila, — nonrBepauia Mmama. — Kak Obl TeOe 310 00bsicHUTS. .. Ero 6onblie Her!

— U ne Gynet? — He OBEPWUIT OH.

— Hy na xe!

— Huxorga-gukorga?!
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...IToToM OHU cuzienn BABOEM Ha OaJTKOHE.

[Nama, kak 0OBIYHO, 3aIePKUBAJICS B KJIMHUKE U HUYETO He 3HaJ 0 ciryuynBiiemMcs. Hebo ObicTpo
TEMHeJI0, 0OChINasiCh 3Be3/]aM1, ¥ HAYMHAIIM JIeTaTh HOUHbIe 0a00ukr. OHU MOIETAIN K TIaXy4nM
MaMUHBIM MIETYHbSIM, HO, 3aMETHB JIIOJIe!, UCITyTaHHO YAAJSUIMCh. BhUIO 0OYeHb-OUeHb IPYCTHO.

— Mama! — oCTOpOXHO O3B OH. — A 6aOOUKU TOKE YMPYT?

— Ma! — mymasi 0 4eM-To CBOEM, PACCessHHO KMBHYJIa MaMma.

Uepes aBOp mposieTaia BCIyrHyTasi KEM-TO BOPOHA.

— W nruimt?

— W nruipt!

3anasa codaka.

— U 3Bepu?

— Koneuno!

—A... mogu? — mocse AOJAroro MOTYaHusl, TUXO CIIPOCHUIT OH U YCITBIIIIAL:

— U monu Toxe!

— Bce-Bce? U nana?!

— Jla... — me4yanpHO OTO3Bajach Mama.

- U tH1?!

-

U Toraa TMXO-THXO, €/1Ba CIbIIIA CaMOro cedst, OH CITPOCHIL

-W a?..

— W THI TOXE, CBIHOK. .. HUKTO HE BeyeH!

— Ho s He xouy... He MOTY... 3TO HEYECTHO! — yMOJISIIOIIE 3aryIsSTHYJI OH B IJ1a3a MaMe.

— Oi1, uTo 3710 51! — BAPYT CHIOXBATHJIACH OHA. ..

CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH MPOIILIO, & JO CUX IOp MOMHUTCS, KAK MaMa YCIIOKanBasa ero, yBepsisi, 4ro
Bpa4M, KOHEYHO, TPUIYyMAIOT TaOJIETKU, KOTOPbIE MO3BOJIAT UM JOKHUThH O TeX TOp, MMOKA yUEeHbIe
HaWAyT criocod MmodeauTh CMEPTb.

— Ho — ox yx 31a Mmama! — B m1a3ax y He€ ObLJIO CTOJIBKO IPYCTH, a B FOJIOCE — HEYBEPEHHOCTH,
YTO, KaK OHA HU cTapaiack, CTac Tak U He MOT J0 KOHIIa IOBEPUTh €i, XOTh KaxXJajl 3TOro OOJbIIe
BCETro Ha CBETe.

[ToTom, roma vepe3 TpH, y HEro HavYalIMUCh MAHMYECKKE, HA C YeM He CpPaBHUMbIE TIPUCTYIIbI
cTpaxa.

Tasich OT popuTenell, oH 10 OOMM 3aKUMal YIIM U MeTaJicsl IO KOMHaTe, YTOOBI 3aryyIluTh,
OTOTHATh MBICTIH O OyAylIel cMepTH, KOTOpasi HEOAOJIMMOM I'pOMaJoi HaIBUraslach Ha HETO.

3aTeM 3T0 caMo cOOO0 MPUTYITUIIOCH, UCUE3II0 U BOT, KAXETCsl, HAYMHAJIOCH OTISITh.

«Bce uT0 yrogHo, TOJIBKO He 3TO!» — He Ha HIyTKy ucnyrasicsa Crac.

Hy:xHo ObUIO CKOpee yXOOUTh U3 KOMHATBI, YTOOBI HE OCTAThCSl HAGMHE C CAMUM COOOH, U OH
TOPOILJIMBO B3SUICS 32 PYYKY JBEPH.

3
— Cepe:ka, 3aueM ThI Tak?! — axHyJ1a MamMa

Ha 3aBTpak Oblla MaHHasI Kallla ¥ MBIIHbIA, C PyMSHON KOPKOW, OMJIET.

Mama ¢ manoi Ha MOBBIIIEHHBIX TOHAX Pa3rOBAPUBAJIA O YEM-TO CBOEM, B3POCIIOM.

— @y-y! — ckpuBmiics Crtac, yBU/IeB camble HEMIOOMMBIE KYIIIaHbs, KOTOpPbIE U B TOPOJE BCTa-
BaJIM €My TOTiepeK ropia.

Ortenl MoTYa MOAOABUHY/ K HEMY Tapesky W, He oOpallasi BHUMaHUsl HA CbIHA, TIPOJOJIKAI
Oeceny.

Crac MOKOPHO Chell OJHY JIOKKY, 3aTeM, YIMBIEHHO B3IJISIHYB Ha Mamy, — BTOPYIO, TPEThIO. ..
1 OBICTPO-OBICTPO OIMYCTOIIWIT TAPEJIKY.
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— Bky-ycHO! — UCKpeHHO, a He JJIsl TOro, YTOObI MOIU3aThC K POMUTENSAM, TIOXBAIMII OH. —
Eme ectn?

Terneps yxe MamMa MOJT4a, HO SIBHO He MIOMYEPKUBasi, YTO OH HaKa3aH, MOJIOKIIA eMy T0OaBKH.

«[Topyranuch oHH, 4TO J1?» — He MOHsUT CTac ¥ MPUCITYIIAJICS.

Oxkazanock, poauTe ObUT OrOPYEHbI TEM, YTO BMECTO ITOTO JIOMa OHU MOIJIU 32 OECIIeHOK
Kynuth JoM ymepiuei [lenaren.

—ITa! A sta nepeBHs 4TO — BRIMHpaIasi? — BCTpsul B Oeceny Crac.

— C 4ero 310 THI B35J1? — YIUBHWICS OTEII.

— Tak ecnm B Hell TIO JjBa YeJIOBeKa B JICHb yMUPAET, TO ITO ke... — CTac 3areBenui ryoamu
1 OBICTPO TozicUuTaN B yMe: — K oceHr 37ech HUKOTro He ocTaHeTcst!

— Bo-niepBbIX, Takoe ObIBaeT He €XeTHEBHO! — MOMpaBWI OTell. — A BO-BTOPHIX, — OH HEJIO-
yYMEHHO B3IVISIHYJI Ha chiHa: — [Toyemy nBa?

— Tax Beap [Nenares u 6ada [Tomns!

— Kakas eme 6a6a ITons?

— Hy — Banuna 6a0ymika!

— @y T8I, Hamyraul... S yx momymal, eme KTo yMep... — ¢ o0JierdeHueM BBIJIOXHYJI OTel U C
ybIOKoU nosicHiT: — [lenarest — 3o u ecth Oada [lonsa. Kak, Hanpumep, o1 — Ctanucnas u Cracuk!

Craca moKOpoOMIIO, YTO €r0 CPABHUJIM C TIOKOWHUIICH.

A Mama erue:

— Otyero ona ymepia?

N nana tyna xe:

— Tpyano ckazarb. PaboThl Tspkenon, HaBepHOe, ObUT0 MHOTO. HO M Tak — o4ty 10 BOChMU-
NIECATH JIET JHoXKria!

— Hy, koHeuHo! — ¢ 3aBUCTBIO cKa3ana MmaMa. — OHa Ha BCeM HaTypaJIbHOM XWja. A HaM XOTh
6bI A0 ECTUACCATU NOTAHYTD. O ACTAX U AyMaTb CTPAIIHO — YTO OHH TCIEPb BUIAT: KOJIOAE3HYIO
BOAY B OyThUIKax? Krcesb co BKYCOM MaJIMHBI?.. — C )KaJIOCTBIO TIOCMOTpEJIa OHA Ha ChIHA.

«3x, Mama, Mama! — ¢ ropeunio nogymaiock Cracy. — Jla pa3se 310 riaBHOe ?»

Ero BonHOBaJIO HE TO, YTO OH MNPOXUBET HA TPUALUATDL JICT 6OJII)H_I€ WX HA ABaAlaTh MEHBIIIC,
a 4TO 3TO BCE PaBHO KOrJa-HUOYIb KOHYUTCS. .. HABEKH, HaBcer/a. .. M oH 3a/1an BOIPOC, KOTOPHI
HE perajics 3a/1aTh C TOro, MaMsATHOTO eMy C MaMoOM, Pa3roBOpa — CIUIIKOM YK BeJMKa ObUla IieHa
OTBETa Ha Hero:

—TIla! A xorma U300peTyT JIeKapCTBO, YTOOBI KUTh BEYHO?

— Kakoe erne siekapctBo?

— Hy — mama roopuial.. — Ctac ymorsiorie nocMoTpesn Ha otia. — I1ycTb 310 OyayT cambie
ropbKHre TabIeTKH, caMble OOTI0Ure YKOJIBI, . ..

Orell ¢ HECKPBIBAEMBIM YKOPOM B3IJISIHYJI HA MaMy, TTOTOM — COYYBCTBEHHO Ha ChIHA M OTpPH-
1aTeIbHO MOKavYall TOJIOBOM:

— Her, cbIHOK, TaKOTO JIEKapCTBa. . .

Mama ymorsiiole iepHyJia ero 3a pykas.

Crac 3arani JIbIXxaHue B OXHMIaHUU OTBETA.

— ... Her, 1 Hukoraa He Oyger! — 6e3KaJloOCTHO TOKOHYMIT OTell.

CJI0BHO CTO Ty4 HAIoJI3J10 Ha MOCJIeTHUIN U €TUHCTBEHHBIN JIyd Hajex bl B cepatie Craca. Kak
HU XOPOIII ObLT IpEBEHCKHIA 3aBTPAK, OH IMIBBIPHYJI BUJIKY M BBICKOUMJT M3-3a CTOJA.

— Cepexa, 3a4eM ThI Tak?! — axHyJ1a Mama, U, yke yoerasi B KOMHATY, OH YC/IBbIIIAJ, KaK OTell,
TO JIA OTIPAB/BIBASCH, TO JIU HACTAWBAasI HA CBOEM, OTBETHL:

— A 4TO, TBOW CKa304YKH, Aymaelb, jyuire? [IycTh yx OyneT roppkas mpaBja, 4eM Ciiaakas
JIOXKb!
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4
MapiieJi1 BAPYT 0CeKCsl Ha MOJIyCJIOBe U 3aMep...

...Kpucn cman Tak gonro M Kpernko, 4Tto Jaxke He CNBIIAj, Kak OHM MPUOBUIM B TOPT.
[TpocHyncst OH OTTOrO, YTO TMOBO3KA CTOsUIa. PsizioM He OBUIO HM OTLIA, HU CMABIIETO BCIO JOPOTY
TOJICTOTO Kypbepa. BHIITIsHYB U3-110/ M0JI0ra, OH YBHEJ HE XOJIMBI C JIEpEeBbsMH, a MOpE U napyca
KOpaOJIeH.

— A rzie otel? — KPUKHYJI OH MPOXOAUBILEMY MUMO Ky4epy.

—l'ocniona Kypbepbl y HauajbHUKA NOpTa! — OTKJIMKHYJICS TOT U MOAMUTHY.JI: — [lonuim y3HaTs,
KOMY Ha KakOM CY/JHE IUIBITb!

Kpucn ToporumBo BHOpacsi U3 IOBO3KH, C JIOOOIBITCTBOM OIJISIIENICS BOKPYT U CTaJl CMOT-
peTh Ha Kopaliu, MbITasACh yraJarh, HA KOTOPOM U3 HUX IOIUIBIBYT OHM.

— XopoIo Obl BO-OH Ha TOM! — MeuTaJl OH, JII0OYsICh CaMbIM OOJIBIIIMM M KPACHBBIM, C Jiepe-
BSIHHBIM KEHTaBPOM Ha Hocy. — Mnu BOT! — y:ke HpaBWiics eMy Apyrou, BOeHHbId. — Het — Ha sTom! !

Ha ero nje4o HeoxxuaHHO Jieria TspKenas J1aJoHb. Kpucn ucnyraHHoO B3pOTHYJI, HO, OIJIs-
HYBIIUCh, YBUJET OTLA.

— IIpocHyscs? — NPUBETIIMBO, CIOBHO U HE ObIJIO HOUHOTO pa3roBopa, YablOHyIcs ToT: — Maem!

Bwmecrte ¢ AByMs KypbepamMH 1 BaKHBIM F'OCIIOIMHOM, Kak MOH:U1 Kpucn — HaualbHUKOM TopTa,
B COIMPOBO’K/IEHUU OXPAaHHMKOB, OHU HAIIPABUJIMChH K IIPUYAILY.

[Tyt ux nposeran uyepe3 BbUIOKEHHYIO KaMEHHbIMHM IUIMTaMM IUlomaas. Hecmorps Ha
OrPOMHBIE pa3Mepsbl, TIEPETNOHEHHAS CYETSIIMMICS JTIOAbMHU, 3aCTaBIeHHAs TeJIeKKaMU, OOUKaMHu,
TIOKAMM, Ja ellle ¥ IpeBpallleHHas B PbIHOK, OHA OblIa MOX0)Ka HAa pacTPEBOXKEHHBI MYypaBEHHUK.
TOJIBKO U CIIBILIANIOCH:

— JlemieBo BOXY Ipy3bi!

— Konbacei! I'opstune kondact!

— Ilopaiite notepnesleMy KopaOiekpylieHue!..

— Hepxwure Bopa!

— AxTonnii! Kto Bunen Autonnd us3 CeneBkun?..

HavanpHuK mopTta sSIBHO YyBCTBOBaJ ceOsl B TOM JaBKe KakK pbida B BOIE, YBEPEHHO Jiep-
’ach BRIOpaHHOTO HanpasieHus1. Kypbepsl eqpa nmocrnesanu 3a HuUM. Mappeit ¢ Kpucnom 3ambikanm
IIECTBHE, U UM ObLIO TpyaHee BceX. Eciu Obl He TOKTH OTIa, 3aIlMIIABIINE €ro OT TOMYKOB, eMy Obl
MIPUILLJIOCH COBCEM TYro. [ToMATHINA, OrTyIIeHHbIH, OH yke He Yasij BBIOpaThCs ¢ IUIOIIA/M.

Haxonen onm fonumm 1o npuyana, Kyaa MpoIycKav He BceX. 31eCh KAMEHHbIE ITUTBI KPYTO
OOpBIBAIMCh, U MEX/1y HUIMH U CTOSIBIIMMH Ha SIKOPSIX KOpaOJIsIMH TUIECKaach BOJA.

— Dr0T Haw? — HeTepreanBo crpocui Kpucn, koraa oHr ocTaHOBHIINCh y «KeHTaBpa». Ho He
ycCIieJ1 OTel OTBETUTh, KaK K TpaIy HalpaBUJICS Kypbep, €XaBILIMA BCIO JOPOTY BEPXOM.

— Torpa Tot? — ykazan Kpucn Ha cTosiBIIMi 32 HEOOIBIIUM CyTHOM « TeHb MOJTHUU» MOTY4YHIA
BOEHHBII KOpaOJib.

KakoBo e ObUTO ero pazoyapoBaHKe, KOTa OTell CTal MPOIIAThCsl ¢ HAYaJbHUKOM IOpTa
UMEHHO Y 310l «TeHr MOoITHIN» !

— He riaam, 4to oH ¢ Buy MeHslle Ipyrux! — mocoBeToBasl OTell, KOraa OHU MOJHUMAIIUCh
IO YCKOJIB3ABILIUM M3-T10/] HOT' CTYIIEHbKaM Tpamna. — TO OIMH U3 CaMbIX OBICTPOXOAHBIX KOpalieil
pumckoro ¢ota! [IpaBaa, kanuTaH y HEro Ha PeJKOCTb KaIHbI U MCTUTEJIbHBIIA YeJIOBEK, HO eCJIU
C HUM He CBA3bIBAThCS, TO Hallle TUIaBaHHE MOXET CTaTh IPEKPACHBIM MOPCKUM IyTEIIECTBUEM !

— Ara-al.. — mpomnyckast MUMO YILIei 3TO 3aMeUYeHHe, C 3aBUCTBIO IOKOCUJICS Ha BO3BbILIABIIIEC-
rocs panoMm «I'pomosepxua» Kpucr. — JIpyrum Kypbepam — BOEHHbIE Jajiu!

— U yt0 Xoporiero? — ycMexHyJcs orell. — [TOIuIsIBYT MPOCTBIMM YMHOBHUKAMM ITPU CTPOTMX
jerarax. A Msl — Xxo3sgeBamu!
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JleficTBUTENbHO, KalMTaH Kopadisl MOMPUBETCTBOBAN OTIIAa PUMCKUM CaTIOTOM, Kak 0OeBOro
KOMaHIMpa, U OTIAJ] eMy paroprT.

ManbumiKu Becerja MaJIbUMIIKY, a MOpe eCTb Mope. «TeHb MoHMm» Tak yBiiekJa Kpucna,
YTO BCKOpE OH M03a0bUI Iake MPo AMKT uMneparopa [lenus. ..

3a 1Ba yaca U3 TpeX, OCTABIIMXCS O OTIUIBITUSI, OH 00esKasl KopaOib HECKOJIBKO pa3 OT HOCa
10 KOPMBI M BCE PaBHO HAXOAWJI ellle 4TO-HUOyIb HOBoe. OH y3HAN, YTO Majiblii IepeJHUN Mapyc
Ha3bIBaeTCsl JOJIOHOM, a HOC KOpalJIsl ¢ YKpallleHueM — aKpOCTOJIMEM, ITO3HAKOMUIICS C SKUMAXKEM,
yCTIeJT JIaKe TOJIepKaThCsl 38 BEClia, OPA3UBIIME €ro CBOEH HEMOBOPOTIMBOM TSKECTBIO.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH BHIOpAJICS HA KAIMUTAHCKUI MOMOCT U OTJIsifIeNicst BOKpYT. Kakoii cMeniHom
1 KaJIKOHM Ka3aJoch Terepb Noproas miomaas! Jlumb Bo3BbeilIaBLIasAcs Hafd Hell ctatys HentyHa ¢
Tpe3yOlieM MPUBJIEKJIa €r0 BHAHUE, 14 U TO HEHAJIONTO. YBUJIEB, UYTO HABEPXY Pa3IIsIBIBATH OOJbIIE
Heuero, Kpucr ObICTpO HBIPHYIT B TPIOM.

Tem Bpemenem kK Mapliesuty Mofomes KanuTal — Y4epHOOOPOIbIi UcTaHel, o uMenu [ uap.
Jlerko#, OecTyMHOM MOXOJKOM, OBICTPHIMHU JBWXCHUSIMH T71a3 OH YAWBUTEJBHO COOTBETCTBOBAJI
Ha3BaHUIO CBOETO cyaHa. BoT u ceffuac Mapiiesut jaxke He 3aMeTHI1, Kak TOT OKa3aJICs 3a €r0 CIIMHOM.
Tonbko yBHUIEN TPUCOEAVHUBIIYIOCS K CBOEW MPU3EMUCTON — JOJTOBSI3YIO TEHb U YCIIBIIIA TPOCH-
TEJIbHBIH, C 3aMETHBIM aKIIEHTOM TOJIOC:

— Ectpb Bhiropnsie nonytunku, PopryHar! Kak Tl cMOTpHIIb Ha TO, YTOOBI MPUHSTH MX HA
oopt?

— Ha kypbepckom cyaHe 310 3arnperieHo! — crporo HarioMHuw1 Mapuest. — K Tomy ke y MeHst
CEKPETHBIN J/IUKT.

— Ho... oHu oGemniaoT HeryI0xo 3araTiTh! BHIpydky — Kak Bceraa, monosiam!..

Maptiesn oTpuaTesabHO MOKayasl TOJI0BOM.

— Her?! Yro 310 ceromus ¢ To6oii? — ¢ nocamor mocMotpen Ha Hero ['mmap. — Twl ke Bceraa
11es Ha 310!

— [Totomy uTO A0 3TOrO TUIABaN OAMH! — oTpe3an Mapiest. — A Tenepb CO MHOM ChIH, U 51 HE
MOTY PUCKOBaTh COOOM, OyIb 3TOT MOMyTYMK Oorade camoro Kpesa!*

Mapriesut BOpyr OceKcsl U 3aMep Ha ToiyclioBe. B3rsa ero, paBHOAYIIHO OMYXIABIIHA BO
BpeMsl pa3roBopa Mo MPUCTAHU, OCTAHOBHUIICSI HA HEBBICOKOM CE/IOM YeJIOBEeKEe B TEMHOM CTPOrOM
TuIalie, KOTOPBIA YTO-TO CIpalnBaji y MarpocoB «KeHTaBpa».

Mapiiesn HeCKOIbKO MTHOBEHHUH OIIEIOMJIEHHO MOJTYall U, BHOBb OOpETs 1ap peyuu, ObICTPhIM
JBVDKEHUEM PYKH, Ha KOTOpoe He ObUT criocoOeH aaxe [mnap, ykaszan Ha Hero:

— V3Hail... KyJa Hy)KHO 9TOMY CTapHKy?

— XOpo1IIo. .. — HeJIOYMEHHO TMOKaJl TIeYaMy KaruTaH, TI003Bajl OMOIIHUKA U Tepeiat yKa-
3aHHe Kypbepa.

C BoicoThl O0pTa PopTyHATY OBLIO XOPOIIIO BUJHO, KAK MOPSIK BPa3BaJIKy MOOIIEI K YETOBEKY
B TUIAIIE U CTaJl paccrpaimBaTh ero. Kak Tot, orBeyasi, mokasaji pykou B MOpe, Ha IOT. ..

MenneHHo, 0X, Kak MeJIJIeHHO MOCJIaHHbBIN BO3BpaTUIICS K « TeHu MOJTHUM» U POKPUYAJT:

— B Ceneskuio Ha Oponre!

310 OBUIO UM OOJIee YeM Mo My TH!

— MNocnymait, ['unap! — o6mu3HYIN nepecoxiue ryob Mapiies u, 3a0biBast Bce, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
TOBOPWJI KalMTaHy, ckazail: — Bo3sMu 3toro crapuka. Jlaxe ecinu y Hero Her jieHer!

— A 4TO %€ Toraa ocrajbHble? — BKpaguuBo crpocui ['wiap. — OHM Beslb MOTYT U3 3aBUCTH,
YTO MBI B3SIJIA TOJIBKO €ro, JOHECTH Ha Hac!

— Tak, 3HauuT, Bo3pMH U HX!.. Ho 4TOOBI 3TOT CTapvK HempeMeHHO ObUI Ha HalleM CyJHe!
Capimmis ? Ceityac! Hemenienno! !

4 HeFeHZlaprIﬁ apb er3 CUMTAJICS OOraTENIIIUM YEJIOBEKOM BpPEMEH aHTUYHOCTH.
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...B Tprome Kpucry 610 He MeHee MHTepecHO, 4YeM HaBepxy. OH y3HaJI, YTO KOMHATa, B KOTO-
PO¥ OHU OYITyT KUTh C OTIIOM, Ha3bIBAETCS KAIOTOM, & BECh KOPaOJIb OOIIUT CBUHIIOBBIMHU [IACTUHAMM.
— Oren! 3Haelb, 4TO s TAM YBH. .. — 3aKpUYAJI OH, BRICKAKMBasl Ha Matyoy, U Tak ke, Kak Pop-
TYHaT HECKOJIbKMMM MUHYTaMU PaHbllIE, 3aCTbUI, HE B CUJIaX POU3HECTU HHU ciioBa. 1o crynenbkam
Tpara, NpuAepkuBast pyKou Moy JUIMHHOTO IU1alla, Ha MX Kopabib nogHumarcs. .. orell Hekrapuii!
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I'naBa cenpbMmas

1
— YmepeTsb, 4TO Ji?.. — ¢ TOCKOH BAPYT MOyMaJ OH

«...oren; Hekrapuii!» — nmpountan Ctac v 3aKpbUl TETpab.

Kak HU xoTenock 3HaTh, 4TO OyeT aaibine ¢ Kprcnowm, ciioBa oTiia He BHIXOAWIM Y HErO U3
TOJIOBBI. YOerasi u3-3a CTojia, OH OTBJIEKCSl YTEHHUEM M Teriepb, MpUs B ceOsi, MOT TIOPa3MBICIIUTh
CITOKOMHO.

Urtak, oH — cMepTeH, XOTS YTO-TO B HEM MPOJOJIKAJIO HE BEPUTh B 3TO, U COITIACUTHCS C TEM,
YTO €ro «sI» UCYE3HET Oe3 criesa. . .

Ha ynmune nomen goxab. Menkuid-MenKuil, IOYTH He 3aMETHBIN JJIs I71a3, OH jenai Helo,
JepeBbs, JoMa TakKUMHU, cIOBHO CTac CMOTpes Ha HUX CKBO3b ClIE3bl. A MOXET, JOXKb ObLT COBCEM
HU 1IpU yem?

B xoMHary Borien orerl. YBUJIEB CUISIIETO Y OKHA ChIHA, OH BBICKA3aJl OIlaceHUe, Kak Obl ero
HE MPO/YJIO, ¥ CIIPOCUII, YEM OH 3aHUMAETCH.

— Kak 310 yem — gymaro!.. — moxaj rie4yamu Tor.

— 0O uém?

«YTO-TO MIOXOXee A ciblian HeAaBHO! Mm untan?.. — nmpoMesbkHYO B rosioBe Craca. — AX,
na —y Kpucna ¢ otiom!» U oH, HeBonbHO noapaskasi Kpucny, a Moxer, Hafesich, YTO OTell IOMOXET
€My, OTBETHUJI [TpaBy:

— O cMmbIce xu3HA!

— Taxk s TeGe u nmoBepwmi1! — YyKOPU3HEHHO MOKAyYas rOJIOBOM OTell.

— Her — npaBaa! YectHo!.. — ot 06uap1 Ctac BCKOYMI U TIPYIKAIT JIAIOHH K TPY/IH.

CkoJIbKO pa3 OH OOMaHBIBAJI — U JIpy3€eH, U B IIIKOJIE, TOTO e Marly ¢ MaMOM, eMy BCerJja HI4ero
HE CTOWJIO COJITaTh, & TYT — MOXKET, BIEPBBIE B ’KU3HU CKa3ajl YMACTYIO MpaBay H... He noBepuiu! [la
elle B TaKOM Ba)KHOM JeJe!

OH nonbiTancs 0ObSICHUTD BCE OTILY, HO TOT JIUIIIb OTMAaXHYJICS:

— O cMmpbIce KU3HU — MOKHO U Jiéxa aymarb! JlaBail criofa CBOU CTYJl — TaM TaKOW BaKHBIN
TOCTh TIPUIIIE]T, YTO HEYJOOHO Ha TaOypPETKY CakaTh.

U own, 3a6paB cTyn, ynaauics K cBoeMy roctio. CTacy HUYero He OCTaBajioch, Kak 1MocjaeaoBarh
coBeTy oTia. TOJIbKO OH He JIeT, a PyXHYJI Ha KPOBaTh M BXKAJICS HOCOM B MOIYIIKY TaK, YTO HEUEM
CTaJIO ABIIIATH.

«YMepeTb, 9To Jin?..» — C TOCKOW BAPYT nogymai oH. Ho — xuth xotenock Oosbine. TombKo
Kak?.. [Ing gero?..

Ponurenu, sicHoe nieno, moMoub TyT HUYEM He cMoryT. Jla oH oco0o u He joBepsi1 uMm. BoH,
XOTs1 OBI 1ara — TOBOPUT, KYPUTb BPEJHO, a caM KypuT. [Ipruuem, Kak mporoBopruiIach OTHaX bl Mama,
¢ gecsatu Jet! OHU OTBETAT, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, CaMU 3HAIOT, He KaK eCTh, a KaK MoyoxeHo. O0sA3aHHOCTh
y HUX Takas — pogutenu! [la ¥ CTHITHO MOYEMY-TO TOBOPUTH C HUMH 00 3TOM. ..

Crac otopBaJ JIMIIO OT MOMYIIKHU U BCEW I'PYAbIO BIOXHYJ ChITHBIN, CBEKUI OT YCHIJIMBLIETOCS
JOXs BO3IYX.

«Uyxue moau u To ckopee nonumyT. ToJbKO T1e ceituac B3Th 3TUX uyxkux?.. [octs! — BAPYT
BCIIOMHWJI OH U TIPHHSUICS pacCy)aaTh: — B3pocible modsAT yuuTh aeteid... [octh ceifiuac B jome. ..
N ecm 4 cymer. . .»

— Mam! — 3akpuyan oH, BOerasi Ha KyXHIO, U C/IEJIaJl BUIl, YTO CMYTUJICS TIPH BUJIE TOCTS: —
On, 3npascTByiTe !
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Toctem okazascst X cocell, KOTOPOTro OH yXe BHUJEJ Ha YIS, — XO35IMH CaMOro OOJIbIIOro 1
KpPacuBOro JJOMa B JIEpeBHE.

— 3npaBcTByii! — C yJIBIOKOW OTBETHII OH M, KaK BCE B3POCJIble, TOCMOTpPESI Ha POOUTENeH, Mpu-
KHJIBIBas, HA KOTO OOJIBIIE TIOXOX UX ChIH.

— Yero Tebe? — cripocu nara.

—4... ectb x0uy! — mpuaaBas CRBOEMy roJiocy *ajaoOHbIe HOTKH, cKa3as CTac v IeHCTBUTETBHO
OIIYTHJI TOJION, YBUAEB TO, UTO Jiexkasio Ha crone. ColieHble, OOUH K OJIHOMY, B MyTIBIPBIIIKAX, OTYp-
YMKHW; MAPUHOBAHHBIE TIOMUJIOPHI; COUHAsA, OOMpasi, cpa3y BUAHO, UTO MIPSIMO C TPSI/IKH, 3€JICHD U. . .
OaHKa KJIyOHMYHOTO BapeHbsi! K Tomy ke elie Mama J1o)kapuBasia y IUIATHI KAPTOIIIKY . . .

BBIJIO OT Yero CriioTHyTh CITIOHY !

— Canucep! — paayniHO MPUITIACHIT €T0 cocell. — DTOro B ropoae He yBuaminb! S, Opar, cam
TOPOJICKOM. .. ObUI! — ¢ BHE3AITHOM I'PYCTHIO BBIACIHII OH TOCTIEAHEE CIOBO U, 00paIasch K poauTe-
75, 100aBUIT: — Mesk 1y TIpOYrM, OOJIBIIIM YeIOBEKOM — MIpoM, Brlie-TyOepHaTtopom!.. Ctait Obl 1
ryoepHaTopoM, HO... A, aa yto Tam!.. ThI emb, emb! — MpuABUHYI OH K TnozceBiieMy Cracy MoMu-
Aopsl. — BOT 3TMM caMbIMU pyKamu BbIpaIlleHbl !

— Hapo xe! — ¢ yBaxxeHueM 3ametu otell. — [lociie Takux BBICOT — U B 3eMJie KONaThes!

— VBB, KOHEUHO, HO — He 0e3 ynoBosbCcTBUsI! Kak B TOM ciiyyae ¢ puUMCKUM UMITEpaTopom!

— C KaKuM TaKMM UMITEpaTopoM? — MOMHTEpECOBAIACh MaMa, pa3/iaBasi TAPEIKH C JbIMSIIEHCS
KApTOLLKOM.

— Bbin Takoii, npeacrasste cede. [locne nBagmaT Mty JIeT BIACTU JOOPOBOJIBHO yIIEN B
OTCTaBKY, MOCETUJICS B CBOEM MUMEHHH U CTaJl BeIpaliuBarh oBomm! M 3Haete, 4To ckas3as oH, Koraa
eMy MPeIJIOKUIM CHOBA CTaTh UMIIEpaTopoM?

— Yt0? — B oauH ronoc cripoci Crtac ¢ OTIOM.

Cocen He criena BB PIOMKY BOJIKH, XPYCTKO 3aKyCHJI OTypIIOM U OTBETHLT:

— Ecnm ObI BBI BUJEM KaIyCTy, KOTOPYIO 51 BBIPACTHII, TO HUKOT/A O He TPUIILIM KO MHE C
stuM! Kak ke ero o umenu. .. 3a0w1! IToMHIO TOJIBKO, YTO OHO Ha «[|» HaumHaetcs... Jla oH ele
TOHEHHWEM Ha XPUCTHAaH MPOCIIaBUIICS !

— Heumii? — nmpoMblyasl cuaeBIIUi ¢ MoaHbIM pToM Crac. BCTpeTuB yBaKUTENbHBIA B3IJIS]
rOCTSl, a JIABHOE — OI00PUTENIbHOE MOKAIITMBAHUE OTIA, OH HAIPST MaMsTh U, JAOTIOTHSS TIPOOEJIbI
MaJIEeHbKOW XUTPOCTBIO, BBITTAJIHIT:

— Kpucn Mapuesnn Ckasp 'nnap Henmii!

— 3T0 YTO — MporpaMma cernvac Takas B 1KoJyie?! — uU3yMWics roctb.

— Her, — npunsvch nmepeOUBaTh IPyT Apyra marma ¢ Mamoi.

—DTO0 OH y HaC TaK MCTOPHIO JIIOOUT!

— laxke HA KaHUKYJIaX U3ydaer!

— Monogzen! — noxBanui coces.

Crac, 4yBCTBYS, UTO Teepb OTEl] HABEPHSIKA IPOCTHT €ro, C MOOEIHBIM BUIOM B35U €11ie OIUH
MOMUJIOP, HAJKYCHII H. .. TIOIABJICS], YCJIBIIIAB:

— Bermomumn! [luokneruan ero umsi!

Poaureny cMyIieHHO NeperyisTHY/IMCh M TaK MIOCMOTPENU Ha 3aKalUISIBIIETOCs ChIHA, YTO TOT
TIOHSUT: HA O KaKOM IPOIICHUH TTOKA He MOXET OBITh U PEYHU. . .

— Jla-nma! — pa3riaroibCTBOBA MESKIY TeM OBIBIIUE M3p. — Sl M3 BceX pUMCKUX Tie3apeit OHOTO
JMIIb ero 1 3Halo. M TO TOMBKO MOTOMY, YTO HUKAK HE MOTY TOHSTh, KaK 3TO — CAMOMY MOXHO
OTKa3aTbCs OT BacTu? Benp BiIaCTh — 9TO caMoOe INIABHOE, YTO TOJILKO MOXET OBITh B ku3Hu! — OH
nocryvyast Ctaca 1o cnvHe U JOBEpUTENbHO IenHyit: — [loBeps, Opar, 4enoBeky, MO3HABIIEMY ee
BKyc!
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2
— To-To! — 0TOpPOCHI HEHY:KHBIN KaMeHb CTac

«Taxk, 3HaUUT, CMBIC]I )KM3HHU — BJIACTh?!»

Crac 1 He MeuTaJl Tak OBICTPO MOTYYHTh OTBET Ha 3TOT BaXKHbIN Borpoc. OH cobpasicst moxpoo-
Hee paccnpocuts ['puropus MBaHOBHYA, YTO HYKHO /I JOCTHKEHHUS BJIACTH, HO TOT BIpPYT CTall
’ajoBartbcs OTLY Ha cepaue. Tpu pa3a Cracy ygajloch-Takd BKIMHUTBCS B MX Oecelly, MU OH y3Hal,
YTO ISl PyKOBOAMTENSA BBICOKOTO paHra HEOOXOJMMO: ) UMETh CUJIbHYIO BOMIO, 0) HelpepeKaeMblil
roJI0C, B) HY)KHBIE CBSI3U U, HAKOHELl, MHOTO 3HaTb, TO €CTh XOPOLLO yUUThHCA.

IlocreneHHo 3a CTOJIOM CTAaHOBWJIOCH BCE HEMHTEpecHEU. M HakOHel CTajlo Tak CKYy4YHO, YTO
Crac BcTail ¥ HanpaBWICA K JBEPU.

— Kyna Te1? — OKJIMKHYJI €ro oTel.

— K ceoe!

— INo6ynp noka 3aeck! 51 B TBOEl koMHaTe ['puropust IBaHoBu4a ocMoTpIo.

— JlagHo! — nmoxan nieyamu Crac 1 Ha BCAKMM ClTydal CIIPOCHIL: — A MOXHO £ ITOKa BO 1IBOpe
CBEKMM BO3lyXOM IMOABIIY ?

— Yero 3T0 Tl O TAKMX IYCTAKAX CHPAIIMBAEIIb? — MOAUBUIICS IOCTb.

— Tak Bexp HakazaH!.. — cenan xanooHoe ymno Crac, Hagesch Ha ero 3acTynHudecTBo. U ve
oocs.

— Hy 181, Ceprei1, uepecuyp crpor! — ykopuzHeHHO 3ameTui I 'puropuit MiBanosud. — B Tioppme
Y TO Ha NPOTyJIKU BeIBOIAT. Umu! — cam paspern on Cracy, MpU4eM Tak, YTo OTell JIMIIb CJIa0bIM
9XOM IIPOMOJIBUIL:

—nmu-ugnm. ..

«Bot uto Takoe Bmacts!! — Boctop:xeHHO nogymain Crac, OKOHYATENIBHO yOexkJasich B IPaBOTEe
roctsi. — OTHbIHE OHa M Oy/eT LeJIbI0 MOEH KU3HU | »

OH He MOOWIT OTKJIAIBIBATh BAKHOE HA TIOTOM M PELIJ IPUHATHCSA 32 JeJI0 MPsMO ceifuac.

«Tak... YUro y MEHs €CTb M 4ero He XBaTaeT U3 TOro, 4TO ckasan I'puropuin MBaHoBUu? —
BBIOEKAB Ha KPbUIbLO, CTAJl IPUKUIBIBATh OH. — [lepBoe — cuibHas BoJis... CeroHs e COCTaBIIo
PEKUM JIHA U C 3aBTPAIHETO yTpa HAYHY HOBYIO KM3Hb. 3apsiKa, YTEHUE, TOMOLLb 10 goMy. [Tonbem
—87-00! Her, nyumie B 7-30. .. A Bpouem, KaHUKYJIbI ke — B 9! Jlanblie — HenpepeKkaeMbli Iojioc. . . »

— A Hy, momies BoH! — CKOMaHJIOBaJI OH CHJIEBIIIEMY Ha X 3a00pe COCEICKOMY TETYXY.

TOT, HaKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY, YAUBJIEHHO IOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO M CaMbIM HaIJIbIM 0Opa30M NOBEPHYJICA
K HEMY CBOMM IIECTPBIM XBOCTOM.

«Hap ronocom npugetes eme nopadorars! — nonsn Crac. — Teneps — cszu. Y Jlemku Ceme-
HoBa U3 8-ro «b» orenr — nomomHKK Aenytara. Jlemka coonpaer Mapku. Y MeHs €CTh HeHyKHast
KOJUIEKLIMS BKJIQ/IBIIIIEH OT XKeBaTEIbHBIX PE3UHOK. .. 1 eciu 51 cymeto 0OMEHSITh MX Ha MapKH, KaKUX
HeT y Jlemku, To OH cTaHeT cBOMM 4esioBekoM! Uto Tam eme? Ax, 1a — 3HaHUA!..»

OH BriepBbIe MOXaJIeN, YTO He MOCIyIIa] COBETa MaMbl 3aXBAaTUTh B JEPEBHIO YYEOHUKH, HO
TYT 7K€ BCIIOMHWJI, 4YTO MOXHO B34Tb UX Y BaHu.
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HO)KIIL YK€ KOHYMJICA, TaK U HE YCIICB [IOUTH B IMOJIHYIO CUITY. Crac CIIPBITHYJI C KpblIblld U
MIPUHAJICA JEJIOBUTO XOIUTH 1O ABOpY. [leTyx BcTpeneHyscs v, He JOKHMIAACh HaKa3aHMS 3a CBOIO
HECTOBOPYMBOCTD, CIIOPXHYJI B CBOI JBOP.

— To-to! — oTOpocun HeHyxHbIIT KameHb Ctac. — B ciemymommii pa3 cpasy Oyzielis MeHs CIty-
marbcs !

[TposiBUB cHIIbHYIO BOJTIO, OH OOOIIIeN BCe JIy)KU Ha JIOPOXKKE, a 1Mocjie, He yTepIieB, HHIPHY/ B
3a0pOIIICHHBIN ellle MPEKHUMH X03seBaMH capai.

B npyroii pa3 oH Hamen Obl 37ech HeMalo MHTEpecHbIX Bemieid. Ho ceiiyac KepoCHHOBBIE
JIaMTIbl, CTapble OUIOHBI, TOKOCUBIIUIICS BEpCTaK ObLIM eMy HH K ueMy. Jlonarsl, TAIKH, 3apKaBiieH-
HBIHA JIOM — BCE 3TO TOXE 6I)UIO 1 TIOAYUHEHHbBIX WJIN HAYAJIbHUKOB Ha IIEHCUM. . .

JIvins Kuna crapbiX ra3eT M KypHAJOB, JIEKABIIMX B M30APAHHOW KOP3UHE, IIPUBJIEKJIA €ro
BHUMaHUE, TIOTOMY 4TO Ha 00JI0kKe cTaporo «Oropka» Obuia potorpadust hpaHIly3cKOro Mmpe3u-
JeHTA.

[Mpomomkas mymath o cBoeM, CTac pa3BepHy/I STOT KypHad. OOBIYHO OH HHUKOT/IA HE YHUTAII
TIEPBBIX CTPAHUI], CYMTAsI MX CAMBIMH CKYYHBIMH, TIOTOMY 4TO TaM Bc€ ObLJI0 0 onuTuke. Ho ceftuac
MMEHHO OHU 3aMHTEPECOBAJIM €T0, ¥ OH CTaJI C ’KaJIHOCTBIO pa3IIsbIBaTh IPE3UICHTOB, MUHUCTPOB,
TFCHEPAJIOB. .. Nx BOCTOPKCHHO IIPUBETCTBOBAJIA TOJIIILI JIIOIICfI; Ha HUX HALICJINBAJIUCh JECATKU O6’b-
eKTHBOB (DOTOAINIapaToB M TejieKamep; B COMPOBOXKICHUN O(HIIEPOB ¢ CaOIsAMUA HArojio OHU IIUTA
MHMO POT IMOYETHOI'O KapayJja; ¢ BAXXHbIM BUJIOM JaBaJii UHTEPBLIO XKYPHAJIUCTaM, TAHYIIMM K HUM
JOUKTO(OHBI. . .

— Jla, pagu 3TOro, IEUCTBUTEIBHO, CTOUT KUTh!

[NopeiBiuck B kurie, CTac BEIOpaT HECKOJIBKO JKYpPHAJIOB M ITOHeC ux JomMoi. Ocmotp ['puropust
MBaHoBuya yxe 3akoHUMICS. ['0CTh Ha KyXHE 3aCTernBaj BOPOT pyOalKky, a OTell FTOBOPHII, UYTO Ha
ero cepire OH MOXeT JIaTh TAPaHTHIO XOTh Ha CTO JIET.

— A dero xe OHO Tak 0onuT? — HeloyMeBas roctb. — Houn HarposeT cnath He jaer!

Orell PUHSLIC BBHIIIMCHIBATD PELIETIT Ha caMoe JIeTKOe JIEKAPCTBO, YTO TOkKe OBLIO HEMHTEPECHO
Cracy.
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OH mpoiien B CBOI0 KOMHATY U BbIpe3aJl U3 KypHAJIOB HanOoJee BIeUaTIsioue, 1o ero MHe-
HUIO, CHUMKH. 3aTeM CHSUI CO CTEHbI OCTABIIYIOCS OT IIPEKHUX X0351eB CTAPUHHYIO UKOHY, CTSIHYJI U3
MAMMHOM aNTeUKH JISWKOIUIACTHIPh M CTAJT paCKJIeUBaTh UX HaJl KPOBATHIO.

He ycnien oH npukpenuTh Ha caMOM BHUIHOM MeCTe TMOPTPET IIBEJCKOrO KOPOJIs, KaK 32 OKHOM
MOCJTBIIIIAJICS] B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN royioc Banu:

— Cracuk! V Bac Jlenku Her?

— Her, a uro? — BeICyHYJICS U3 OkHa Crac.

— INponana!

— Kak nponiana?! Tel B MeaIyHKTE ObLI?

— Koneuno!

— Ay coceneit cmotpen?

— W tam Her...

— Tak cxoqu B MarasuH, Ha (pepMy! — BCHOMHUB O HENPEPEKaeMOM Trojioce, Hadajl paciopsi-
xarbcsi Crac.

— Xonun yxe! Her nurpe. ..

— 3HauuT, TIoxo uiens! B koHTOpy cOeraii!

— Jla s 1 TaK yxe BCIO JepeBHI0 oOerai! — moxasoBaicss BaHs v yauBiIeHHO 3aMoprai: — A
Yero 3TO Thl PACKOMAaH/I0BaJICs?

— A 4t0 — 3ameTHO? — oOpamoBasics Crac.

Ho Banst BMecTO OTBeTa JIMIIb OTMAXHYJICS ¥ TOOekKal Jajibllle — Pa3biCKUBATh CECTPY.

— Tak, Hauasno nonoxkeHo! — NoBOJIBLHO noTep Jagonu Crac, MpoBoXkas ero B3nsgaoM. — axe
Banbka 3ameTHi1, Kak I3MEHWICS Y MEHsI TOJI0C, ¥ IOMYaJicsl Beflb He Kyla-HuOy/b, a B KoHTOpy! U
3TO elIe TOJIbKO Hayano!..

OH npuKJIens JIERKOIIACTBIPEM 3aKPYTHUBILMECS KOHLBI (poTorpacuu KOposis U CTajl NpUKU-
IbIBaTh, KaK JIy4llle Pa3MECTUTh OCTaBIIMECS CHUMKH. — DX, Jlenus Obl ciofa! — BAPYT BCIIOMHHUIIOCH
emy. — BoT y Koro Obljia BJIacTh TaK BJIACTh!

Crac BOpyr BCIIOMHWII, YTO BO BpeMmeHa Jlenus Opanu cTapble CTaTyd U MUCATIA HAa HUX UMS
HOBOTO MPaBUTEJIS, cOEra B pOIUTEIBCKYI0 KOMHATY, BHIPE3aJl M3 OTIIOBCKOW KHUTH MIOPTPET KaKOro-
TO PUMJISIHUHA WM TpeKa, prioMactepoM moanucai ero «Jleiuil» 1 MPUKPervI BhIIIe BCEX COBpe-
MEHHBIX CHUMKOB.

On 3axorten eme cripocuts ['puroprst IBaHOBHYA, B KAKMX UHCTUTYTaX FOTOBAT OYAyIIUX Mpa-
BUTEJICH, HO, BBIM/SA HA KYXHIO, YBUJIEN, YTO TOTO YK€ HET, a Ha €ro MeCTe CUAUT HOBBIA I'OCTb.

3
— Yt0-0-0?! — BO3MyTHJICS A5 AHApel

310 ObL1 — CTac Tak U 3aCThUI B ABEPSX — KPYITHBII MYKUMHA C TUIEYaMU [ITAHTUCTA U PyKaMu
6okcepa. OH ObLT TAKOW OTPOMHBIH, UTO OOBIYHBIN CTYJI ITOJI HUM Ka3aJiCsl ISTCKUM, a Ha KyXHe Cpasy
CTaJI0 TECHO.

Ha crone, 3atensisi ocratku yrouienus ['puropus ViBaHOBHYA, JiesKasln: KYCOK BETYMHBI, MaJKa
CaMoi1 BKYCHOM Ha CBETE TBEPIOKOMUEHOM KOI0ackl, HaJl KOTOPOH ¢ HOKOM KOJIIOBAJI OTell, M Hape-
3aHHOE MOPO3HBIMU JIOMTUKAMU CAJIO.

Mawma, axasi, BocToprajach 3/IeIIIHUMU HOUaAMHU:

— ConoBbu-TO y Bac kak nowt! Hy, npsamo coBceM Kak MO TeJIEBU30DY.

— Ha, — cornaimaiics roctb. — [lone3nast ntuia. Xopoio KOMapoB 3arayIaioT!

— Bam? — 3ametnB Craca, mpopOKOTaJl OH IYCThIM 0acoM U, He JIOKUAAsICh OTBETA, IPOTSHYJ
MOXOKYIO Ha KOBIIT 9KCKaBaTopa pyKy: — MeHs 30ByT asins AHapei. A 1e6s?

— Cranucnas! — oro3Basicss Ctac, He B cujiax Ha3BaTh cebs repe Takoi ropoit CTacukoMm, u
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 JIAIOIIKA YTOHY/Ia, CIOBHO pydyeeK B OE3JOHHOM O3epe.
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— Yrowaiics!

— Cnacu60! — 3Hasi 1O OMBITY, YTO B3POCIIbIE TIPOCTO TAIOT, KOTZIa ¢ HUMU FOBOPUIIIb BEKJIUBO,
orkazaics Crac. — 4... cbit!

— Drtum?! — cMopIIWIICs, KMBas Ha 3eJieHb, TOCTh, 3a0paJl y OTIa HOX M, OTXBAaTHB TaKOW KyC
BETUMHBI, KAKOW Mama TMOKyIaja UM B JIeHb MOTYyYKU Ha Ieylo Henemmo, mpotsaHya Cracy: — Emb,
a TO... eIre OoJbINe OTpexy!

W 3axoxotas, TouHee, 3arpoxoTa, JOBOJIbHBIN CBOEH IITyTKOM.

— Bcio ku3Hp Obl Tak yrpoxanu! — ycmexHyscs npo cedss Ctac U MOJMOKMIT TOJCTBIA TUIACT
BETYMHBI HA TOHKUI KYCOK XJieba (B ropojie Bce ObLIo Obl HA0O0pOT!).

— Yro, BKYCHO? — JIAaCKOBO IMIOCMOTpEJI Ha HEro Js/isi AHJIpei.

— Vrym-m! M-mm! — 3akuBai ronooi Ctac. ITOT rocTh Cpasy MOHPABUIICS €MY.

— Bor u paayiics, BOT 1 Hacnaxjaicsl! — noyvai g4 AHApPER ¢ TAKUM JIMLOM, CJIOBHO caM
eJ1 3ToT OyTepOpon. — it 3Toro HaMm, COOCTBEHHO, JKU3Hb U J1aHa!

— A... BI-M-MM-CTh? — BCIOMHUB TIPe/IBIAYIIEro rocts, cupocui Crac.

—Yt0? — He noHs AAAsS AHIpEN.

— Bnacts, roBopio! — npornoTun Memasimii roBoputh Kycok Crac. — Pa3Be He oHa — camoe
raBHoe?

— Komy kak! MHe n1uHO ee u JapoM He Hajio!

— Kak 310?! — onermn Crac.

— A 4r0 B Hell xopolero?

— Hy... Bce Tebs cinymiaior, hotorpadpupyor, ciaBa, mover!

— Ha, 310, KOoHeuHO, npusTHO! [loHuMalo TBOW IOHOIIECKUM TbLI, CaM KOT/Ia-TO MeUTaJl CTaTh
KOCMOHABTOM, HO... — ['0OCTh 3HAUMTENBbHO MOMHSII yKa3aTeJabHbI manen. — K cyacTeio, BoBpeMs
TIOHST, YTO TJIABHOE B JKM3HU — 3TO HU B 4eM ceOe He oTKasbiBarh. U Bc€ nmers. OauH pa3 Beap
KUBEM !

— Ciymaii-ciy1ai, 4To yMHbI€ JIIOAU TOBOPSAT! — OCOBETOBAJIA OTLY MaMa 1 M0KaJIoBajach: —
A 'y Hac, npencraBbTe ceOe, Bce Hao0opoT. He 3HaeM, Kak TOTSHYTH JI0 CIEyIOIIeH 3apriiaThl. 3aTo
OH — HaYaJIbHUK OT/IEJICHUsI, KaHIuUIaT, 6e3 MSATU MUHYT JOKTOp HaykK, rpodeccop!..

— A BIOpPYT OH Tak M O MUHUCTpA AoiaeT? — 3actynuics 3a nany Crtac ¥ mogymai: BOT ObLIO
OBl 30POBO, €I OBl TOT U BIPSMb CTAJI MUHUCTPOM!

Ho nsinst Aunpeit paccyau nHaue.

— YTo0 ThI, YTO ThI! — UCITyTAHHO 3aMaxaJjl OH pyKamu. — MuHucTpoMm!.. ITO X Takas JOKHOCTb:
TOTO HE CKaXH, TyJa He TMOWIH, STOro He C/eNaid, YTOOBl MOIUTUKK He WCIIOPTHUTH, BCE BpeMs MO
OXPaHOH — J1a pa3Be ke 3TO KU3Hb?!

— A Bot I'puropwuii VIBaHOBHY TOBOPHT. .. — Hadall, 66110, CTac, HO TOCTh MPEHEOPEKUTETHHO
YCMEXHYJICS:

— Caymaii ero 6omnbiie! Korma oH mIaBHBIM YeIOBEKOM B paiioHe ObLT, HE CIIOpI0, CaM eMy
3aBuioBas. A terniepb? Hy, k10 OH Teneps? — OH MOCMOTpEN B OKHO HA COCEJIHUU JIOM TaKUM e
B3IVISIIOM, KaK HEJJaBHO Ha 3esieHb. — He-eT, MHe Takoro yloBOJbCTBHS, YTOO TOJIBKO Ha HECKOJIBKO
net, He Hago! MHe Ha BCIo XHM3Hb ero nojasaid! 51 v Kui Tak Bceraa, Ja BOT Oefa — B MOCTe/Hee
BpeMs c/laBaTh 4ToO-TO Havasi! — oOpamasichk k oty Craca, moxayioBaicsi oH. — PaHbine, ObiBaIo,
yZIapoM Kysaka ObIKa BaJIuJI, a Terepb. ..

— A KkeM BbI paboTaete? — rmepexo/s Ha TOH Bpaya, cripocui Cepreii FiBaHOBHY.

— Ha 6oiiHe 1 1o 4acTHBIM 3aKa3am, KOrja CKOTUHY JoMa pexyT! — OOBsICHII JsAs1 AHIpen, U
Crac, MOKOCHBIIMCH Ha HETO, TIOHSUI, YTO PO yIap KYJaKOM OH CKa3aJl He /ISl KPACHOTO CJIOBIIA. . .

TeMm He MeHee OTell, TOMEPUB Jisie AHAPEIO JaBjeHue, CKa3all, YTO TOMY HaJl0 CPOYHO Iepe-
XOUTh HA JIUETY, €CJIM OH XOYET MOIOIbIIE HACTAKIATHCS KU3HBIO.

Hsins AHzipeit ¢ i3yMIJIEeHHEeM CIIPOCHIL, J1s1 YeTro TOraa, COOCTBEHHO, KUTh? OTell TOHOM Bpaya
OTBETHUJI EMY.
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Me:x 1y HUMU Hadascs CIop.
W tak kak naas AHgpeit, 6arpoBes JIMIIOM, Hauaul [epechiaTh CBOIO Pevb OpaHHBIMHU CJIOBAMH,
MaMma J1ajia 3HaK ChbIHY, YTOObI TOT HEMEJIEHHO MOKUHYJI KYXHIO. . .

4
...UT0-TO Hexopoliee, 3JI0€ MEBEJLHYJI0CH B cepaie Craca

BepHaysimmch B cBo1 komHary, Ctac mogouies K CTEHE ¥, TOYHO YUUTENIb IIPOBUHUBIINXCA YUe-
HUKOB, OIVIs1/1eJl MUHUCTPOB, IPE3UIEHTOB U reHepalioB. Beero yac Ha3ag oHM Ka3aluch eMy CaMbIMU
yIAQWIMBBIMU Ha CBeTe JoabMU. A Tenepb... CTOWIO M Tak CTaparbCs, €CJU TO, YTO OH YCJIbIILIAJ
—npasaa’?

I[TepBbIM ero kenaHueM ObUIO COPBATh BCE STU BBIPE3KH, HO, MOPA3MBICIIMB, OH JIMIIIb MAXHY.T
PyKOM:

— A! Ilycrs BucAT. .. Bapyr nsans Auapeii uyro-to He noHumaet? OH Bedb caM He ObUT HaYalTb-
HUKOM, Kak ['puropuil IBaHOBHMY, 1 He MO3HAJ BKyca BiacTh! XOTs IPOCTO HACIAKAATHCS KU3HBIO
— TOX€, KOHEYHO, 3I0pOBO! DTOMY [JaXe U yUUTHCA HE HAo!..

Crac mmoxHyscs Ha KpoBaThb M, 3a/paB HOTM Ha M3OTHYTYIO ITO-CTAPUHHOMY CIIMHKY, CTaJl
noenats OyTepopoq.

OH Hacnaxaasncs ero BKyCoM, JEPEBEHCKAM BO3AYXOM, TUILINHOM, JIBIOIIMMUCS U3 OTKPHITOrO
OKHA; YIMBAJICSl MbICJISIMU, KaK CJIaJIKO Ternepb OyJeT KUThb, KOIIa BEIPACTET. . .

OpHako NpoLUIO MATE. .. JECATh MUHYT, U €My BIPYT CTajJ0 HE XBaTaTb IPUBBIYHOIO rOPOMI-
CKOro IlyMa M 3HAKOMBIX, IIYCTb HE TaKHUX YMCTBIX, KaK TYT, 3allaXOB POAHOIO ABOpa. A Korja
KOHYMIICST OyTepOpos1, 0Ka3aioch, YTO HACAAXIAThCA-TO Oosbliie 1 HedeM! PasBe uto urennem? A
nodemy Obl ¥ HET — OH KaK pa3 OCTAHOBHJICSI HA CAMOM MHTEPECHOM MeCTe. ..

Crac noTsiHyJICS K TETPaI, HO, B3[VISIHYB Ha KMPHBIE MAJIbIbl, TIOOEKAT MBITh PYKH.

s Anzipest yxe He ObUIO, M Ha KyXHE CHOBA CTaJlo IIPOCTOPHO.

— A mama rze? — rpeMsi pyKOMOHHMKOM, TonHTepecoBaicst Ctac, U, Kak 3To ObIBAJIO B TOpoJe,
KOTJa OTell 3aepKUBaJICs Ha paboTe, yCIIbIIal MAMUHO HEIOBOJIbHOE:

—I'ne-rue... B meanyHkTe, koHeyHo! CoOpaJ B MakeT TO, YTO HaM MPUHECIH, U TOLIeN HaBe-
I11aTh BAILEro CBAIICHHUKA.

— [Touemy 310 Haiero?

— Hy BbI ke ero Harm!

— Kax! OH u konbacy yHec? — OTKpBIB XOJIOOWIBHUK, axHyJ Ctac. — 51 Belb ee 1axe He MoInpo-
ooBau!

Yro-To Hexopolee, 3710€ meBeNbHYJI0Ch B cepate Craca.

— Yro, rynare XoueTrcs? — BUIs €ro HeJOBOJIBHOE JIULIO, CITPOCKIIA MaMa.

— Bce paBHO Besib Henb34!.. — OypkHyn Crac.

— A THI KaK X0TeJ? — ¢ BBI30BOM yTOuHMJIa MaMa. — CoBceM OT pyk otOmiicst! Ml ¢ manoit Bce
1J1s1 Te0s1 Ie71aeM, HU B YeM He OTKa3bIBaeM, a ThI. ..

—Yro a?

— I'pyOuis Ha kaxaom mary! Kypurts Havan!

— [a s Tonpko nonpoOoBai! — NPUIOKUB JIJ0HU K rpyau, coppai Crac. — Makc 3acTaBui —
nonpoOy# y Hero oTkazarbcs!..

— Jla? — HEeMHOTO cMArYWJIach Mama, HO TYT XK€ CHOBA HAXMypWJIach: — A B Kapbep Houemy
nouten?

— A 310 Bce Banbka! — onAte crai BeikpyunBarbes Crac. — OH MeHs Ty[a 3aTalil, a Haka3aH
— 51! MOXXHO XOTb Ha JJaBOYKE M0/l OKHOM NocueTh? KHIKKY 1O UCTOPUY TIOUUTATh, a?..

— IIpsimo He 3HaI0, YTO C TOOO# eIaTh! — nokadasia rooBo Mama, u Ctac, BUJA 110 ee TJia3am,
YTO OHA COIVIaCHA, KUHYJICA 32 TeTPablo. . .
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5
Bce OLLIO sICHO: oTell HAHSAJ cede IIMUOHA...

Hap Sreiickum MopeM 1ien J0K/1b.

Berep, npurHasIimii Hermorofy, MOPHIBAMH HaJIEeTall Ha Kypbepckoe cynHo. [Tapyc To Beirudacs
IyroW, CJIOBHO CTPEMsICh COPBATLCS C PeU U MOMYAThCs BCJIe 32 HU3KUMU Ty4aMU, TO OECCUIIBHO
OouTancs, oTsKeseB OT BO/bl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KalmuTaH MpUKas3al MaTpocaM yopath ero, u 3a Becia
B3sUIUCH TpeOIbl. [1on MepHbIe XJIOMKY 33/1aBaBIIEro PUTM KeJIeBCTa® OHU MPUHSIIUCH 32 CBOIO HeJler-
KyI0 paboTy.

[Tpomwio Gosbie CyTOK, Kak « TeHb MOTHUM», TIpUHECS B kepTBy HenTyHy amdopy ¢ BUHOM,
BBIIIIA B OTKpbITOE Mope, a Kpucny 10 cux nop He ygajioch oroBopuTh ¢ oTiioM Hektapuem.

Koraa o yBuzen ero Ha cymHe, To cpaszy Opocuics K Hemy. Ho mo0esxarh 1o nmpecButepa emy
He yaanoch. Ha nmommytu mexay HuMu Beipoc Mapuemt. Hu pasy B xusnu Kpuicn He Buaen oTia
TaKuM. ..

— A Hy croii! — O0JIbBHO CXBaTWJI OH 33 PYKYy ChIHA M CBHUCTSIIMM OT 37100BI IIIENIOTOM TIpe/y-
npequit: — § 3amperraio Tede MOAXOOUTh K 9TOMY. .. — OTell Iaxke He CMOT Cpa3y HalTu Noaxofsiiee
CJIOBO. — DTOMY CMYThsIHY! Y3HaI0 — IPUKaXy 3aKOBATh €ro U IepkKaTh B TPIOME JI0 TOI'O CAMOTO JTHS,
KOTOPBIH Thl TAK XOTEJ BbIJATH eMy!

[Tocne sToro Mapriesut pa3peniu KauTany MPUHATH Ha OOPT MOMYTYMKOB U BeJie)T BBIACTUTH B
€ro pacropsikeHre OJHOro U3 CAMbIX PACTOPOITHBIX YWIEHOB SKUIAXKa. [ Miiap moHuMaioie KMBHYJI, Ha
CYIHO MOIHSUTUCH 00paIoBaHHBIE JTIOAM, a K Mapriesuty nogoexan OOWKUN KUIUKKEI. DTO ObUT XyJ10-
1IaBbIM I0HOWIA, YEPHSBBIA M CMYIJIbIM, KaK BCE MaJIOA3UMLIbl, BCEr0 Ha rof-apyrou crapue Kpucna.

— KOnra Makcum! — ypoays JaTblHb BapBapCKUM aKIIEHTOM, OTPArOPTOBAJ OH U BIWJICA TJia-
3aMHM B HayaJbHUKA HaJ CAMUM KaIlluTaHoM !

Mapries npuaupuMBO OCMOTpEN IOHOIIY W, HACKOJBbKO 3HaN cBoero otia Kpwucr, ocrancs
JOBOJIEH.

— YeMm Thl 3aHAT HA Cy[IHE? — CTPOrO CHPOCKI OH.

— YO6opkoii mamyOsl, cliexky, 4ToObl B YaHe Bcerja Obula YKCTast MUTheBask BOJA, — MPUHSIICS
MepevucsTh IoHra. — U erie cMOTpIo ¢ MauThl HA MOpPe, HeT JIM IIUPATOB. ..

— Kakue tenepb mupathl! — yeMexHysIcss Mapiiesut. — DTo paHbllle OHU ObLTM KaK MPaBUIo, a
Terepb Kak UcKmoyeHne! Xouenb 3apadoTaTh? — CIIPOCKJI OH, TIOKa3bIBasi CEpeOPSTHYI0 MOHETY.

Huxkorna Kpucn He BcTpeyast B JTIOJsIX TaKOM jKaJIHOCTH K JIEHbraMm.

['ma3a 10HTY BCIIBIXHYJIM, OH OOJIM3HYJICS M BCEM TEJIOM TO/IAJICS BIIEPE/l, B TOTOBHOCTH BBITIOJ-
HUTD JI00YI0 KOMaHTy.

OpnHako Mapriesut 3axal MOHETY B KyJlake U KMBHYJT HA KeJIeBCTa, OATOHSBIIIETO IJIEThIO Hepa-
JIMBBIX TPEOIIOB:

— A NOJIy4UTh AECATOK-APYro yaapoB?

IOnra, He cBOnA 17143 ¢ Ky/aka, OTPULIATENILHO 3aTPSIC TOJIOBOM.

— Torma, ecim Xxo4elb MOJyYUTh JEHAPUI U HE ObITh OUTHIM, — TIOHUXKAs TOJIOC, TIPOIOIIKILIT
oTell, — CIyIlail MeHs1 BHUMATEJIbHO. . .

UYro umMeHHO Mopy4rJI OH IoHre, Kpuct pazodpats He cmor. Ho Bckope 1 Tak Bce CTalio siCHO.
Enga otoiias ot Mapuena, 1oHra cpa3y Havaj ciaeauTh 3a oTiioM Hektapuem. OH TO U €710 MPOXo-
JAJT MUMO HETO WJIM 3ar0BapuBaJl C KeM-HUOYIb OOIM30CTH, OECIPECTAHHO TOTJIS/IbIBAsI B CTOPOHY
MpecBUTEpa, a TIOCe ¥ BOBCE 3a0paJicsi B MapcoBYIO OOUKY Ha pee, OTKyAa Bech KOpaliib ObLT Kak
Ha JIAJOHU.

3 KeneBcT — HauaIbHUK rpe6u03 Ha CyJaxX B IPpEBHOCTHU.
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Bce Obuto sicHO: OTel| HaHsLT ceOe MIMMOHA, YTOObI 3HATh O KaXKIOM IIare HeHaBUCTHOTO eMy
Bpara. 1 o He ommOcst B BeiOOpe. KOHra orpadarsiBa 0OeIaHHyI0 Harpaay Tak CTaparesibHO, Y4TO
ymmian Kpucna BCsIKol HaekIbl TOTOBOPUTD C IPECBUTEPOM. A €My TaK BaKHO OBbLJIO CKa3aTh OTILY
Hexkrapwuio, 4To oTel| 3HaeT Bce, M TOCOBETOBATh OeXaTh, KOI/IA TOT OTIPABUTCS B OJNMKAMIIIEM MOPTy
OTHOCHTD SJUKT UMIIEpATOPa HAMECTHUKY ITPOBUHIINN.

Ho mien vac 3a yacom. Mapiiesim oYty He YXOIuI ¢ KOpMbI Kopaoms. Jlaxke Korja oH HeHa-
JOJTO CITyCKAJICS B KAIOTY, Ha May0e OCTaBaJIMCh €ro Ia3a M yiu — loHra Makcum, Juist KOTOporo,
Ka3aJIoCh, HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO HA CHA, HU YCTAJIOCTH. . .

W Kpucn cTosi Ha KarmuTaHCKOM MOMOCTE, Jiefiasi BUJ, YTO CMOTPUT B MOPCKYIO Jajib, KaK
HACTOSIIMI HaBapx®, a Ha caMoM Jiesie UcKoca HaOmoaas 3a oTioM Hektapuem, KOTOpHIN, BMeCTe ¢
OCTaJIbHBIMU TIOIY TYMKAMU TPSITAJICS OT JOXK/SI MOJ] HABECOM, Ha HOCY KOpaoJisi.

Bcero kakux-To /1Ba JecATKa IaroB pasfeisiio MX, HO 3amlpeT OTIa M 30PKHIA B3IJISI IOHTH
JeJIaJii 3TO PACCTOsTHUE OOJBIINM, YeM JJO HeBUAMMOTO Oepera.

Heckonbko pa3 Kpucny ygasnock Berpetutbes masamu ¢ otuoMm Hekrapuem. Torpa oH orva-
AHHBIM B3IJIAOM ITIOKA3bIBAJI HA IIPUKPBITHIC KOKAHBIM IMOJIOTOM JIABKU Fpe6HOB, rae MOXHO 6])UIO
MIepEeroBOPUTh HAKOPOTKE, MOKA IOHTa CIyCcTUTCS ¢ per. Ho mpecBuTep wiM He MOHUMAT €ro, WM
aeJiaj BU, 4TO HE IIOHUMAET — BCSKUI pa3 OH JIMIIb IIPHUBETINBO y.HI)I6a)ICH M 9yTb IIPUMETHO ACTIajl
PYKOH O/1arocyIoBIISTIONIHIA 3HAK.

Teprienne Kpucna crano uccskars.

«Bynp uto Oyner! — pemmn HakoHell oH. — Kak Tonbko oter; Hektapuii cHOBa MOCMOTPUT Ha
MeHslI, KpUKHY, YTO MHE CPOYHO HYKHO CKa3aTh €My YTO-TO OY€Hb BaKHOE!»

Ho npecButepa, kak HApOUHO, 3aCIOHSIT UTPABLIMI B KOCTU C COCE/IOM TYYHbIH KyIel.

Bpemsi, ka3asoch, cTano U3MepsThCsl UCTIOPUYSHHBIMH TIECOYHBIMHU YacaMM, B KOTOPBIX 3a0u-
JIOCh OTBEpCTHE. . .

Kpucn 6bu1 B oTyassHun. Y Korja oH pelus, 9To HUKTO U HUYTO YKe He MOXKET IOMOYb eMY,
MOMOIITh BAPYT Mpuiia. [IpudeM, Kak 3T0 HEpelIKo ObIBAeT, C TOM CTOPOHBI, OTKY/Ia OH HUKAaK He
oxugai ee!

6
Ot HeoxxnaanHocTH CTac MeJIEeHHO NPUBCTAJL...

['me-To naneko 3a yrJioM 3acHrHaJIMJIa MalllMHA W TTOCIBIIANICS APOCTHBIN coOauwmii jtail. Crac
npurofHsii royioy. Jlait Hapacrtan. Cyas no Bcemy, U3 ITyOUHBI YJIUIIBL, €Ba JIX He OT CaMOy LIEPKBH,
MpUOIMKaNach HaroHsieMasi COOakaMy MallvHa.

U xotsa Crac noHuMal, 4to 3/1eCb He MOXET ObITh HUYETO MHTEPECHOI0, KPOMe MCTPENaHHON
MecTHbIMU JoporaMu «HuBbl» i «7KuryneHka-Konenku», OH OTOPBAJICS OT YTEHUS U C UHTEpe-
COM CTaJ kJaTh. Bc€ Kakoe-To pa3pieueHrne Cpeau IepeBEeHCKOro OMHO0OPasU s, HAPyIIAeMOro JIUIIIb
PEIKUMHU MTPOXOKUMH Ja CTalOM KOPOB, KOTOPOE YTPOM U TOJ Beuep MPOTOHsUI OJHOPYKUI Jie
Karmmron. (JIeHouka, KOHEYHO ke, Ha3piBajla ero Karmmranom!)

Jlaii ObL1 y)e rae-To psaoM ¢ konoatem. HakoHell ctai cibliieH MoJg03pUTeNIbHO MITKHIA 3BYK
MOTOpa, ¥ U3-3a MOBOPOTA BbleXaJsl, HET, BXKHO BBITLIBLI, OJIECTSI TOHUPOBAHHBIMU CTEKJIAMHU, IIUKAP-
Hb1ll «BMB».

Ot HeoxuaanHocty CTac MEIJIEHHO MPUBCTAJI, POHSIS C KOJIEHEH TeTpajb. Takyio MallluHy U B
MoOCKBe He YacTo yBU/IMIIIb, Pa3Be YTO Y IMOCOJIBCTB J1a KPYITHBIX OAHKOB. A 311eCh, B JIEPEBHE. .. DTO
ObLIO BCE PABHO UTO MOCTABUTH OCJIBIA POsUIb TIOCpeu capast!

Ho camoe ynuBuTenpHOE OBLIO TO, YTO MAalllMHA OCTAHOBHJIACH TIPSIMO Y UX JOMa. A JlaJibile
1 BoBce. .. I3 «BMB» BbICKOUMJI MOJIOALIEBATHIN BOAUTEb M OTKPBLUT JIBEPILY. .. MEPEe/l €r0 OTLIOM.

6 Hapapx — MOpcKoii KOMaH/IyIOIMH, KarmuTaH.
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[TpaBia, MTHOBEHHEM paHbIIe U3 MAITHHBI BHICKOYMJ U MPUHSLICS KUAATh KAMHSIMH B COOAK KaKoM-
To mapenb. Ho uto 6sut0 10 Hero Cracy? Bo Bce mia3a oH misizien Ha otna. [lociaeqHuM mosiBuiiCs
HEBBICOKUI TJIOTHBIN MYKYHMHA C TIPHUECKON «I1071 EXHMK». OH He ObLT HUUeM MpuMedaresieH. Pa3se
YTO TOJIBKO TOJICTOM CYMOYKOM O] MBIIIIKOM, KOTOpasi BblJJaBajia B HEM JIEJIOBOTO YesioBeKa?..

W tem He MeHee OTell ¢ MOYTUTETbHOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO He BbIKa3biBas aaxe I'puropuio MBaHo-
BUYY, TIPUIJIACUII €TO B JIOM.

Crac nmpoBOOWJI MX HAYErO HE MOHUMAIOIIUM B3IJISOM M 3aMETaNICS MEXIY OTKPBITBIMU
OKHAMM, B HaIeXk/ie y3HaTh, yTo OyAeT nasibiie. HakoHel u3 poauTebckoi KOMHATHI MTOCBIIIATNCDH
rojoca.

Crac npunogHsuIcss Ha HOCKU ¥ BBITSHYJT 1IE10, YTOOBI HE TOJIBKO CIIBIIIATh, HO ¥ BUAETDH MPO-
UCXofsIee, Kak BAPYT 3a CIIMHOW Pa3gasioch TOPOILIMBOE:

— D, Ciblb?

[No3aau cTosi TOT caMblil MapeHb, YTO OTOTHA OT MAIIMHBI co0ak. OH ObLT BCEro Ha rof-aBa
crapite Craca, HO yXke C TSKeJI0H 30JI0TOM Cepbroi B yXe, B KOTOPOH, Cy/isl 110 IOPOTUM KPOCCOBKaM
Y [UKUHCAM, CBepKaJl HACTOSIIINIA OpUJUTHAHT.

— CpIIIIb. . . — TOBTOPWMJI OH, KOCSICh Ha XOJMBIIET0 BOKPYT MallIMHBI BopuTesns. — Kak tam te0s?

Crac Ha3BaJ1 CBOE MM M TS COJTMIHOCTH — YTO OH €11ie MOT IIPOTHBOIOCTABUTH TAKOH CEephbIe 1
ofiek e — TOOABUII, UTO TOJIBKO OT/IBIXAEeT B IEPEBHE, a BOOOIIE-TO 13 MOCKBHI 1 €10 OTell — KaHAWAAT,
0e3 MATH MUHYT JOKTOP MEAUIIMHCKUX HayK.

— A 51— Huk! — mpoTsiHyJT Kakyio-To XOJIOAHYI0, 0€3BOJIbHYIO PYKY MapeHb. — DTO XOPOIIO, YTO
TBI 3[IECh JABHO, M UTO TBOU OTell — ToKTOop. [Tomoru no3y Haiitu!

— Yero? — ve nonsn Crac.

— Hy «repuk», «repuk»! Tbl UTO — pycCKOro si3blKa HE TOHUMAEIllb ?

—Her... To ectb na! — pacrepsano 3a60pmotan CTac, HauMHasI I0TaAIBAThCS, UYTO PEUb UJIET O
HapkoTHKax. — Tel uT0?! {1 B Takue urps ¢ aercrsa He urpaio! Eciu Tebe Haio — B MEAMYHKT cxonu!

— beun yxe... — ¢ mocagort ormaxuyics Huk. — Menst Tam otert u 3actykai. Kcratu, kak pa3
Y C TBOMM TO3HAKOMUJICSL. ...

— Tem Gonee! Kak s Ternepb y CBOEro 4TO-TO MOTY IIPOCHUTD?

Huk paszom notepsit untepec k Cracy, noopesn K MalllvHe M TUTIOXHYJICS Ha 3a/IHee CHJICHbE,
HE 3aKpbIBast IBEPIIbL.

Crac mor Teriepb 6€3 moMex MOJICTYIIMBaTh, HO BCe yKe M Tak ObUIo sicHo: HUK — HapkoMaH,
a Wrops Uropesuy, ero otell, MpoOCUT IOMOYb ChIHY, KOTOPBIi OyIE€T TOCTUTh B COCE/IHE JIepeBHE y
6a0yIIKH, TIO]T OTIEKOW BOAMTENA-TeJoXpanuTess Caru.

Uropp WropeBud roBopuii peako ¥ KOPOTKO, CJIOBHO JaBal Telerpammy, riae Kaxmaoe CJIOBO
CTOUT HEMAJbIX JCHET.

Orerny, HAOOOPOT, OTBEYAT ITMHHBIMU, MYIPEHBIMHU (Ppazamu, Kak, HABEPHOE, U TIOJIOKEHO yue-
HOMY Bpauy.

Takoii pasroBop ObicTpo Hackyuma Ctacy. K cyacteio, B MarvHe 3amuiian MOOUIbHBIN Teste-
¢on, 1 BoguTeNIh OPOCHIICS C HUM K JIOMY:

— Urops Uropesuny, Bac — [lyrnac uz Can-®panuucko!

— 4 3ansaT! — paznanock Haj camoit rooBoit Craca.

— Bc€, uTo TONMbKO MOXHO OBUIO — TIepernpoOoBau! — ¢ OOJIBI0 B TOJIOCE, yXKe MPUTTYIIIEHHO
nponoskain oter] Huka. — HemMHOro nmposepkutcst v onsith. .. A mociie — cHoBa JioMka! §1 6010ch, Kak
Obl OH He cZeNal 4To ¢ cOOOM OT OIHOTO TOJIBKO CTpaxa nepes Hell. Bol, kak MeiuK, yX MOMOTHTE,
€CJIM 9To. ..

— Ja-na, yem cmory!

— Bot u goroBopusce. CKOJIBKO s BaM JOJIKEH?
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— Boo01e-To B iepeBHe, Ha OT/IbIXe, s Oepy, Kak TOBOPHUTCS, HATYPOU, TOYHEH — HaTypaJIbHBIMU
MponyKTamMu! — 3acMesiyIcs OTell U TOCEPbe3HeN: — A B TOPOJIE, YUUTHIBASL YUEHYIO CTENIEHb U BBICIIYIO
KBaJTM(PUKALINIO, — OBIBAET, YTO U IBE-TPH THICSUYM 32 KypC JICUCHHUS. . .

— He Bonpoc! — orpezasn Urops UropeBud u 3aiiesnectes ra3eToi, 04eBUIHO, 3aBOpaurBasi
JEeHbI'U. — BoT Bam Tpu ThICAYH. M. .. emie — Ha MeJIKHe PacXompl.

Orel, ckopee Bcero, Hauajl OTKa3blBaThCs OT JieHer, notoMy uto Urops Uropesuu ¢ MsArkon
HACTOMYMBOCTBIO CKa3aJ:

— Bepure — Moe croko¥icTBHE 3TO TOXe AEHBIH, U, oBepbTe, Hemanble! Eciu Obl BB 3HAMH,
CKOJIBKO $1 TIOTPATHJI HA 3TO — U BCE O€3 TONKY. ..

Knsus napkoruku, Mrops MropeBnd roBopui, 4To HayKa BOT-BOT M300peTeT CKOPO 3pdek-
TUBHOE CPEJICTBO, HAJIESAJICSI HA HOBOE JIEKAPCTBO B AMEpHKE, Ky/a BbUJIETAET HA JHSAX MO AeJaM. ..
Tenepb OH He CKyNMJICS Ha CJIOBA, TaK 4TO MOJTyvaslach yKe He TeJerpamma, a 1esnoe nucbmo. Orent
e, CJIOBHO MIOMEHSIBILUCH C HUM POJISIMHU, OTBEYaJI CKYIO U OAHOCIOXHO. OH CJIIOBHO HE BEpHII, UTO
xenanue Uropst ropeBrya MOXeT OCYIIECTBUTHCS B OJvKaidieM OyayIieM, 1 HaKOHel[ CKa3al:

— Ha ceronusimHuii AeHb s 3HAI0 TOJIBKO OIHO HA/IE)KHOE CPEACTBO OOPbObI C HAPKO3aBUCUMO-
CTBIO.

— Kakoe? — Bckpruan Urops UropeBud u, cyas no ObICTPbIM IIaraM, BIUIOTHYIO TOJOIIEN K
otuy: — Bel Mmoxerte nocrats ero? Ecim 1eficTBUTENbHO IOMOKET — Iu1adyy MUJUIMOH! [lostapos, pasy-
meetcsi! Hammanbivn !

Crac 3arsHyn B OKHO U yBuzend, yro Urops UropeBuu ymossole cMOTPUT Ha OTLA, a TOT
OTpULIATEIbHO Ka4yaeT roJIOBOM:

— VBoi! EquHCTBEHHOE CPEeCTBO OT HAPKOTUKOB — HE TPOoOOBaTh UX BoOOIIIE!

[Tocne storo Hactynuiio momyanue. Takoe gonroe, yro Ctac ycran kJIaTh, 1a U — YTO HOBOTO
MorHM cka3aTh ux ¢ Hukom otipi? OH HanpaBuiics K MammHe. Obormen e€, pasrisabBas co BCeX
CTOpPOH. . .

— HpaButcs? — nourpsiBast OpesikoM ¢ KIII0YaMH, C YCMEIIKOH CIIPOCHJT Y HETO BOAUTENb.

— Eme 651!

— 310 uTo, BUIEN Obl ThI JIuMy3uH Urops Uropesnya!

— A Jlyrnac — k10? — cipocui Crac.

— Uy:kue pazroBopbl NOACTYIIMBAEIIb? — IPUTBOPHO HAXMYPUJICS] BOAUTEIb, HO, BUIHO, EMY
TOXE OBUIO CKYyYHO, IOBEPUTENIBHO IIEMHYIT: — DTO — IUPEKTOP OTHOTO OY-YeHb KPYITHOro OaHKa B
AMepuke.

— A... kto xe torna on?! — axayn Crac.

— Kr0? — nepecripocui1 BoauTe b, TOYHO HE IOHUMAs, O KOM UJIET peyb.

— Hy stor, Bam... cam... Urops Uropesuu! Toxe qupexrop Oanka?

— Xa! — npe3puTesIbHO yCMeXHYJICs BoauTeb. — bepu Bhie!

— Henyrar?

— Camo coboit! Beime 6epu!

—Torga... renepan?..

— Einie Boie!

— Munuctp?!

— Brinte, Bhiie!

— Ho Beap y Hac nipe3upeHT. .. — Havyas, Obu1o, CTac v yciblImat:

— Jla 4TO Mpe3ueHT MO CPaBHEHUIO C MOUM Iiepom!

— Kak uro? V Hero — Bnacrs!

— Hy u uto?

— A s cibixad, — Bemani Ctac, oJb3ysiCh CIydaeM, YToObl y3HATD ellle OTHO MHEHHE O CMbICITIE
AKU3HU. — UTO camoe I1aBHOE B KM3HU — 3TO BJIACTD U... €ILE KUTh B CBOE YJIOBOJIbCTBUE!
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— BepHo, — kuBHY1 BoauTenb. — HO TONBKO C MYCTHIM KOIIETBKOM K BiacTH He xoast. U 3a
YIOBOJIbCTBUSI TOKE HAJIO TUIATUTh. 3HAYUT, YTO ITIABHOE B XKU3HU?

— Jenbru?.. — BockJaMkHY1 Ctac, NOTPACEHHBI TAKUM ITPOCTHIM OTKPBITHEM.

— Jla, HO TOJIKO OOJIbIIINE, OU-YeHb OOJIBIINE IEHbIH!

— ... KaK ke ux 3apadborarh?

— 0, a 310 y’Ke KoMMepuecKas TaiiHa! — BonuTesb mocMoTpes Ha pa304apOBAHHO BHITSIHYTOE
muio Craca ¥ MOMaHWI ero K cede masbiieM: — JIagHo, Tak yX U ObITh... Y MeHS K Tebe, KaK 3TO
MIPUHSTO TOBOPHUTH B MUpe OM3HECa, IeJIOBOE MpeJIokeHue. 51 CKaxy, a Tl 3aiiMu yeM-HuOyab Huka,
TMIOKa s OTIIy4yCh Ha MUHYTKY. M BOOOIIe — OAPYXKUIICS Obl THI C HUM. .. DTO TOJBKO KaKETCs, YTO
y HEro ecThb BCE. A Ha caMOM Jiejie — HUKOTO U HU4ero!

— Jlagno! Xoporo! — oxotHo coracuicst Ctac

— W emme... ecnu 3aMeTuIIIb, YTO KTO-HUOYIb U3 MECTHBIX HAUHET Hae3kaTh Ha Huka wim oH
caM Ha KOro, cooOum Mae! A yx s... — BOAUTENb MOUTPajl OyrpaMy MBI U MOXJIONAJ 10 YeMy-
TO TBEPIIOMY I10J] CBOEW KypPTKOM.

— 3T0 YTO — ra3oBbIi MUCTONET? — ¢ yBaskeHneM yrouHui Crac.

— Xa! — mpe3pHuTesIbHO XMBIKHYJI BOAUTE]Tb.

— Hacrosammuii?!

— Beiinie, Boiie 6epu!

— Heyxenu aBromar?

— Einie Boie!

— Hy, He rpanaromer xe?

— Koneuno, vet! Ho... Ha necsaTok-apyroi Hanagaomuyx xBatut! Hy Tak kak — 1oroBopuiuch?

— Ha! Ha!! — pagoctHo 3akuBai Ctac, TOTOBBIA MOOOEIIATh B 3TY MUHYTY BCE UTO YTOZIHO, U
BITWJICS IJ1a3aMU B BOJUTEJISI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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