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AHHOTaAIUSA

Iarpuryroui posnosiai Cepa Aprypa Irnariyca Konan [loiina mpo
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Tlommvca. [lo mi€l KHMKKY YBIWIUTH KijIbKa KPaluX OIMOBiJaHb PO
OIHUX i3 HAUTIOIMYJISIPHINIINX TIEPCOHAKIB yCIiX YaciB i HAPOJIB.
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Bunanok i3 ;JKOBTHM 00 IHYIYSIM

L{iTKOM TTPUPOAHO, IO 51, TOTYIOUM JI0 MyOJIiKallil 11l KOpoT-
Ki HApUCH, B OCHOBY SIKUX JISIIIM Ti YMCJIEHHI BUIMAAKHU, KOJIU
CBOEPIIHUI TaJAHT MOTO TPHUSATENS] CIOHYKaB MEHe kKamiOHO
BHUCJTyXOBYBaTH HOr0 3BIT MPO KyCh HE3BUYAWHY JIpaMy, a 4a-
COM 1 caMOMY CTaBaTH 11 YYaCHUKOM, YacCTillle 3y[UHSIOCs Ha Ho-
ro ycmixax, HiK Ha HeBjadax. f 4uMHIO Tak He 4yepe3 TypOoTy
PO MOTO pemyTalliio, Hi: aJ)ke came TOJ1, KOJIY 3aBAAHHS CTaBU-
JIO I0TO B IIIYXHid KYT, IETEKTUB OCOOIMBO IMBYBAaB MEHE CBOEIO
eHepri€elo Ta 6araTorpaHHicTIO TaJaHTy. S poOITIo Tak i3 Ti€l Mpu-
YUHU, 1110 TaM, Jie ['oMc 3a3HaBaB HeB/ai, Ay:Ke YacTO BUSIBIISI-
JI0Cs, IO HIXTO 1HIINAX TaK 1 HE TOCATHYB YCIIIXY, 1 TOZI pO3IO-
BiJb 3amMinanacs 6e3 po3B’s3Ky. Yacom, ofHak, Tparuisuiocs i
TaKe, 110 Miil PUATENb IOMUWJISIBCS, a ICTUHY BCE K BUSBIISUIA. Y
MOIi KOJIEKIIil € MTPUOSM3HO IT SITh-IITICTh TAKUX BUTIAJIKIB, CEpell
SIKMX HaUSCKPaBIIMMU Ta HAUIIKABIIIMMHU € ABA — CIIpaBa Mpo
ApYry IUIIMY ¥ Ta icTopisi, SIKy 51 30Mpaiocsi pO3MOBICTH 3apas.

lepnok ['onmc BoiB He BOaBaTUCsA A0 TPEHYBaHb 3apaiu
TpeHyBaHb. HeOarato x 3HaiiieTbcsi Jmofei, OUIBIIO Mipoio
3[IaTHUX HANPYKYBaTH BCIO CUJTY CBOIX MSI31B, 1 Y CBOIM BaroBiu
Kareropii BiH OyB Oe3MepevyHO OTHUM i3 HalKpalmx OOKCepiB,
KOTPUX s TiJIBKY 3HaB. AJie B Oe3IIiIbHIN HAIPYy3i TiJIeCHOI CHIIN
BiH OQ4MB JIMIIIe MAPHYBaHHSI €HEpril, i oro, OyBaso, 3 MicIls He
3pyLIMII, KpIM THX BHUIIAJIKIB, KOJIM CIIpaBa crocyBayacs (paxy



nerektuBa. Och TOMI BiH OyBaB 1 30BCIM YK€ HEBTOMHMIA 1 HE BiJl-
CTyMaBcsl, X04a, 34aBajocs O, IS 1IbOro OyJI0 MOTPiOHO MOCTIik-
He Ta HeoclaOHe TpeHyBaHHs. [IpaB/a, BiH 3aBX U TOTPUMYBaB-
Cs1 HaJI3BUYAIHO1 MMOMiPHOCTI B 1K1 ¥ OyB 10 aCKETU3MY MPOCTUI
y CBOIX 3BUUKaX. [IeTEKTUB HE Mi11aBaBCsl ) KOAHUM CIIOKycaM, a
SIKITIO 1HKOJIM ¥ TO3BOJISIB COO1 KOKAiH, TO Xi0a IO K MPOTeCT
MPOTH OJHOMAHITHOCTI JKUTTsI, KOJIM 3araJJKOB1 BUIA/IKU CTaBa-
JI P1JIKICHUMHU, a ra3eTy He MPOIMOHYBAJIM HIYOrO I[IKaBOro.

fIkoch, KOJIM BECHA 11 TLIbKU MOYMHAJIACS, BiH TaK po3cya-
OuBCs1, IO TIIOB 31 MHOIO BEHb Ha MPOTYJISHKY 110 mapky. Ha
B’s13aX e JIMIIE MPOOMBAJIUCS TEH/TITHI 3€JICHI MaroHu, a KJIeH-
Ki cnvconoiiOHI OpyHbKM KaIlTaHIB yKe MoYalad pOo3ropTaTh-
sl B ITSITUTIEPCHI JIMCTOYKU. [IBi TOAMHM MU TIOXO/KAM YABOX,
31e01TBIIIOTO0 MOBYKH, SIK 1 TIACYE JIBOM UYOJIOBiKaM, KOTPi JIaBHO
3HAIOTh OJIMH OAHOTO. ByJI0 OJIM3BKO ITSATOI, KOJIM MU TIOBEPHY-
ncs Ha Belikep-cTpur.

— Jlo3BosbTE BiA3BITYBATH, CEpP, — CKA3aB Halll XJIOMYMK- JIa-
Kel, BIIUMHSI0UM HaM ABepi. — TyT NPUXOAUB SIKUICH KEHTIb-
MeH, MMUTAaB MPo Bac, cep.

["onMc MOTJISIHYB Ha MEHE 3 JIOKOPOM.

— Ocb 1 norysim cepen AHs ! — 3ayBaxkuB BiH. — TO BiH MiIlIOB,
TOU IKEHTIbMEH ?

— ABxex, cep.

— Tu He nponoHyBaB oMy 3aiTH?

— IIponionyBag, cep, BiH 3aXOIUB 1 YeKaB.

— HoBro uekaB?



— [MiBroguau, cep. [dyxe OyB HECTIOKIHUN KEHTJIbMEH, Cep,
BiH yce XO/MB, IMOKU OyB TYT, IPUTONTYBaB HOrow. $1 yekas 3a
JBEpPUMA, Ccep, 1 Bce 4yB. Hapeniti BiH BUMILIOB Y KOPUAOP 1 BU-
rykHyB: «I1lo % BiH Tak HIKOJM 1 He Npuiije, 1iei 4ooBik ?» Le
Hioro TOuHi cloBa, cep. A s iiomy: «Bam Tpeba 1ie Tpoxu 3ade-
Kath». «To s, — cKa3aB BiH, — 3a4eKal0 Ha CBIXKOMY TOBITpi, 00
npocto 3aauxaiocst! Tpoxu 3romom 3amay 1e pas3». YcTaB i Ii-
IIIOB, 1, 1110 s HOMY HE Ka3aB, BTPUMAaTH HOro He OyJ10 3MOTH.

— I'apazn, noOpe, TH 3pOOUB 110 MirT, — 3MUJIOCTHBHBCS ["otvMc
1 MIIOB 31 MHOIO B Hallly 3arajbHy BIiTaJbHIO. — SIK e MpUKpO
Buiio, Barcone! MeHi myxke morpiOHa sikach IikaBa CIIpaBa,
a e, BOYEBU/Ib, CAME TaKa, PO LIO CBIAYUTh HETEPITIHHS 1[bO-
ro mxeHTabMeHa. Ara! Jlronpka Ha crosi He Bama! OTike, BiH 3a-
JTMIUB cBOM0. JIoOpa crapa JoibKa 3 KOpeHsl Bepecy 3 JIOBIMM
CTep)KHEM, SIKUH Y TIOTIOHOBUX KPaAMHHUIISIX HA3UBAIOTh Oy PIITH-
HOBUM. XOTiB OM 5 3HATH, CKUTbKY B JIOHIOHI 3HAMIETHCS CTEPK-
HiB 31 cripaBkHbOro OypiTuHy! [IeXTo Qymae, 1o ioro 03HaKow
€ Myxa. BuHuKJ1a HaBiTh 1iJ1a ramy3b IPOMUCIIOBOCTI — 3alTUXaTu
nipobneHy Myxy B IITy4HMiA OypimTuH. Bin OyB, MaOyTh, Tyxe
CXBWJIbOBAHUH, SIKIIO 320YB TYT CBOIO JIIOJIbKY, SIKa MA€E JJIs1 HbO-
'O BEJIMKE 3HAYEHHS.

— 3BiJIKM BU 3HAE€TE, IO BOHA JyKE€ BAXKJIUBA sl HHOTO? —
3IMBYBaBCH fI.

— Taka HOBa JII0JIbKA KOIITYE CiM 13 MOJIOBUHOIO IIWIIIHTIB. Of1-
HaK BOHa, K OauuTe, IBIYi JJaMajacs: OJHOrO pasy JIAarOIIIv
JIepeB’siHy YacTHHY, IHIIOTO — OypIITUHOBY. PeMOHT, 3ayBaxTe,



o0uJIBa pa3u KOIITYBaB OiJIbllle, Hi)K caMa JIIOJIbKa, — TYT y IBOX
MICIISIX TIEpEeXOIUIeHO cpiOHUM KinbiieM. JltoguHa Mana 6 myxe
J0aTH PO JIONBKY, AKIIO BBAXKAE 32 Kpallle JIBiui 11 MOJarogquTu
3aMiCTh TOTO, 100 KYITUTH HOBY 3a Ti caMi T'pOIIIi.

— Ilocs ime? — norikaBuBcs 1, HIOMITUBIIU, 1110 ['onmc y 3a-
JOyMi KpYTHUTb JIIOJIbKY B PYL Ta SIKOCh I10-CBOEMY 11 PO3IJISIJIAE.
JleTeKTUB BUCOKO MiAHAB 11 1 MOCTYKAB IO Hil IOBI'UM 1 TOHKUM
BKa31BHUM TaJiblieM, sIK podecop, KOTPUM YUTAE JIEKITiI0, CTY-
KaB OM 11O KiCTIIi.

— 3a3Buuaii JIIObKKA OyBalOTh TyXKe ITiKaBi, — MOBHB BiH. —
Himo iHime He MicTUTh Y cOOi CTUIBKY 1HAMBITYaJIbHOTO, KPiM,
MOJKJIMBO, TOJAMHHMKIB 1 IIHYPIBOK Ha 4epeBuUKax. TyT, yTiM,
BKa3iBKHM He HA/ITO BUPaXeHi Ta He Iyke 4UiTKi. BracHuk, MalOyTb,
AyKWIA YOJOBIK i3 UyIOBUMH 3yOaMH, IITyJIbra, HEaKypaTHUM i He
Jy’K€ CXWIbHUM 10 €KOHOMIL.

Miii ToBapuill ONPUITIOIHIOBAB 1110 iHpOopMaIlilo Headaso, Hi-
OM HecaMoXiTh, ajie 1 0a4yuB, 110 BiH CKOCHUB HA MEHE IOIVIAL,
NepeBipsI0YM, UM CTEXKY 5 32 HOro MipKyBaHHSIMMU.

— l'ajaere, JoiMHA HE BiIUyBa€ MarepiajibHOl CKPYTH, SKIIO
KYPUTb JIIOJIbKY 32 CIM IIWJIHTIB? — CIIUTAaB £.

— BiH KypuTbh I'pOCBEHOPCHKY CyMIlll 110 BiCiM NEHCIB 32 YH-
1[i10, — MOSICHUB [ 0JIMC, MOCTYKABIIIM IO TOJIBII JIOJIBKU TA BU-
OMBLIM Ha JJOJIOHIO TPOXH TIOTIOHY. — AJIe 3K MOXHa 1 3a TOJIO-
BUHY TaKoOI I[IHW KYIUTH SIKICHUH TIOTIOH, OTXe, KOMY HE JIOBO-
JIMTBCST paxyBaTH Api0’sA30K.

— A iHIII TyHKTH?



— BiH Mae 3BMUKY NPUKYPIOBATH B[l JIAMITU TA FA30BOI'0 MaJlb-
HUKa. baunre, 1110 JMobKa 1yke oOcMasieHa 3 omHoro Ooky. Cip-
HUK TaKOTO, 3BICHO, HE HAPOOUTh. 3 SIKOTO JUBA CTaHE JIIJUHA,
PO3MATIOIYY JIIOJIbKY, TPUMATU CIpHUK 300Ky? A OCh IPUKYPH-
TH Bij JaMIIK, He OONANMBINM IOJOBKH, BU HE 3MOXeTe. Y 06-
naJieHa BOHA 3 MPaBoro OOKy. 3BiJICM BUIUIMBAE, IO 11 BJIACHUK
mryaera. CnpoOyiite cami MPUKYpPUTH Bif JIAMITN Ta TEPEKOHAM-
Tecsl, HACKUJIbKU MTPUPOIHO, SIKIIO BU MPABOPYKUI, BU ITiJHECE-
T€ JIIOJIBKY 710 BOTHIO JIiBUM OOKOM. [HOI BH, MOXJIMBO, 3pOOH-
TE ! HABIIAKM, aJIe HE YMHUTUMETE Tak 1opasy. Lo ionbky no-
CTiHO MiTHOCKJIM TTpaBUM OoKoM. Jlasti, TUBIThCS, BiH MpOrpu3
OypIITHUH HAcKpi3b. Lle Moxe 3poOUTH Jiullle KpeMe3HUM, eHep-
THUN YOJIOBIK i3 MIITHUMU 3yO0aMu. AJle, 31a€ThCs, S Uylo Ha
CXOaX MOr0 KPOKH, TOMY HaM BUIIA/Ie HAro[1a pO3IJIsSIHYTH 1I0Ch
I[IKaBIIIIe 32 JIOJbKY.

He mMuHyno i XBWIMHY, SIK IBEpl BITUYMHWINCA, 1 B KIMHATY
3aiIII0B BUCOKUI 40JoBiK. Ha HhOMy OyB Oe3oraHHuid, ajne He
eKCTpaBaraHTHUI1 TEMHO-CipHId KOCTIOM, Y PyKaXx BiH TPUMaB KO-
pUYHEBUH (PETPOBUM KaIleNIOX 13 IIMPOKUMHU Kpucamu. Buris-
JIaB POKiB Ha TPU/ALISITh, XO4a HacTpaB/li OyB, MaOyTh, CTAPIIIM.

— Mapyiite, — mouyaB BiH jemio 30eHTexkeHo. — ['agai, MeHi
cain Oyno mocrykaru. Tak, meBHa piu, Tpeda Oyno... Posymiere,
s1 TPOXH 3aCMYYEHUM, TUM yCe TIOSICHIOEThCH. . .

BizBinyBau nomaiiaB pykoio 4oJio, sik poOUTb JIIOJUHA, 10 He
30BCIM JI0Ope IMOYyBA€ETLCA, a MOTIM He CiB, a IBUJIIIIE BIIaB Ha
KpiclIo.



— bauy, 1110 BY /1Bi HOU1 He criaju, — 3ayBakuB [ 0OJIMC CIIOKii-
HOIO, BPIBHOBXXEHOIO iHTOHAITi€. — [le BroMItioe JiioauHy 6i1b-
11e, HiXk poOOTa, 1 HaBiTh OiNIbIIIE, HiX Hacosona. JJo3BobTe crv-
TaTH, YUM MOXKY BaM JOTMOMOITH?

— Meni notpiOHa Bama ropaza, cep. He 3Haro, 10 MeHi po-
OUTH, BCE B MOEMY JKUTTI TIIILIO MIKEPEOEPTh.

— Bu © XOTiIM CKOpUCTAaTUCS MOIMU TOCTYyTaMH JETEKTH-
Ba-KOHCYJIbTaHTa?

— He Tinbku. Xouy nodyTu Biji Bac IyMKY pO3BaxJIMBOI JIIO-
JIVIHU. .. 1 JIIONVHU, KOTpa 3HAE CBiT. X04uy 30arHyTH, IO MeHi
terep pooutu. CriofiBaiocsi, o BU MeHi 1I0Ch TIOpaInTe.

Bin He nmpomoBIIsSiB, a KUAaB pi3Ki, ypuBUacTi ¢pasu, 1 MeHi
3/1aBaJIOCS, 1[0 TOBOPUTH JJIsl HHOTO OOJIICHO, 1 BiH MTOCTIHO Ma€
niepebopioBaTy cede 3yCHIUISIM BOJIL.

— CopaBa gyxe JenikatHa, — IpoJOBXKyBaB BiH. — HixTo He
JIIOOUTh TOBOPUTHU TIPO CBOI CiMeliHi MpoOiaeMu 31 CTOPOHHIMH.
JKaxynmBo, 3Ha€Te, 0OroBOPIOBATH TMOBEIIHKY CBOEI JIPY)KUHU 3
JIOJTBMH, KOTPHUX OauuIIl yriepiie. MeHi OruiHo, 1O s 3MYIICHUIA
ue pooutu! Asie Oiiblie HE B 3MO3i TEpIHiTH, 1 MeHi NOTpiOHa
nopaja.

— Miii Mmumii mictepe I'pant MyHpo. .. — nodas Oysto Tomc.

Har ricth cxonuBcs 3 Kpicia.

— fIk! — ckpukHYyB BiH. — Bu 3HaeTe Moe im’?

— fkio 6axaere 306epiraTv iHKOrHITO, — BcMixHYyBcs ['onmc, —
s1 O IOpaJVB BiIMOBUTHUCS BiJl 3BUYKH (PIKCYBaTH CBOE iM’sl Ha
MiIKJIA/II Karemoxa ado MPUHANMHI TPUMATH OO BEPXOM 10



CMiBpO3MOBHUKA. f sIKpa3 30MpaBcsl MOSCHUTH BaM, IIO MU 3
MOIM KOJIETOl0 IOUYJIU B 111l KIMHATi YAMAJIO TMBHUX TAEMHUIIb
1 10 MaJIv IIACTSI BHECTH CIOKIiW y Oarato CTPUBOKEHUX MYIIL
CrnoniBaiocsi, crpoMoskeMocst 3poOuTH Te came i a1 Bac. [1po-
11y, OCKUIBKA Yac MOX€ BUSIBUTHCS JIOPOTMM, HE 3BOJIIKATU U
0pa3y BUKJIACTH (PAKTH.

Harir ricte 3HOBY MoMariaB pykoi 4oJji0, Haue BUKOHATH 1ie
MpoxaHHs oMy Oyno O yKpai BaXKo. 3 BUpa3y MOro oOnnd4Is
Ta 3 KOXHOTO JKeCTy 51 6auuB, 1110 BiH CTPUMAaHUI, 3aMKHYTHUI
YOJIOBIK, CXMJIbHUY IIBU/IIE XOBATH CBOI PaHU, HI’K BUCTABIISATH
ix Hamoka3. PantoM BiH MaxHyB CTUCHYTHM KYJIaKOM, HiOU Biji-
KUJIAl0UU TeTh 110 CTPUMAHICTh, 1 [T0YaB OMOBIJIKY.

— dakTu Taki, micrepe ['onmc. 9 onpyxeHwit, i B U001 miepe-
OyBalo BXe TpH poKu. Bech 1ieii yac Mu 3 APYKUHOIO IIUPO KO-
XaJIM OJJH OJTHOTO, 1 OYJIM JTy’Ke IACIUBI B HAIIIOMY POAMHHOMY
KUTTI. Y HAC HIKOJIU HE BUHUKAJIO SIKUXOCh HETTOPO3YyMiHb — Hi B
JIyMKax, Hi B CJIOBax, Hi Ha [JIiJIi. M 0Chb 1IHOTO IOHEIIIKA MiX Ha-
MU ParToM IocTaB Oap’ep: s BiqUyBalo, 110 B 11 KHUTTI Ta JyMKaxX
€ III0Ch, TIPO 110 5 3HAI0 HACTUIBKU MaJlo, MOBOH Iie OyJia He BO-
Ha, a )iHKa, KOTpa MeTe BYJIMLIIO Mepe]] HalluM OyJuHKOM. Mu
CTaJIM YyKUMH, 1 s XOuy 3HaTU npuuuHy. [lepin Hix po3nosiaa-
TH JIaJli, XO4y, 00 BU YiTKO 3HaM ofHe, Mictepe ['omvic: Ed-
(b1 mene koxae. Hexail y Bac He 3aIMIIAETHCA KOIHUX CYMHIBIB
10710 11bOr0. BoHa MoOuTh MeHe BCiM cepiieM, BCi€lo AyIero i
HIKOJIM HE KOoXaJsa J1y’ue, Hixk 3apa3. S 1ie 3Hato, BiauyBao. L{po-
ro He Oaxaio 0OroBopoBaTy. Y0JIOBIK MOXE JIETKO PO3PI3HUTH,



YM JIIOOUTPH HOTO KiHKA. AJie Mi’K HAMU TIPOJISITJIa TAEMHUIIA, 1 B
Hac yce He OyJe, SIK paHillie, TOKA BOHA HEe 3HUKHE.

— Bynpre mo0’s3Hi, Mictepe MyHpo, BUKJIaaiite cBO1 (ak-
TH, — nigdaasopuB ['oMC TpoXu HeTepIuIsIye.

— Pozkaxy, 1mo 3Hato po munyie xuttsa Eddi. Bona 6yna
BJIOBOIO, KOJIU MU 3 HEI0 3yCTPUIUCS, X0ua M 30BCIM MOJIOAOIO —
i1 Oys10 IBaaAUSATh 'ATh. Toxi BOHA Ha3uBajacs Micic ['eOpoH.
IOHKoI0 noixana B AMEpUKY, 1 )KuWjia TaM cama B ATJIaHTI, Ae 1
BUHIILIA 3aMiX 3a Toro I'eOpoHa, agBokara 3 6araro KIJIi€HTY-
poro. ¥V Hux Oy/a QUTHHA, ajie TIOTIM TaM CIIAJIAaXHYJa eriieMis
’KOBTOI JINXOMAHKH, SIKa 3a0pajna 000X — YOJIOBIKa Ta JUTHHY.
4 ocobucTo GaumB CBIJOITBO MPO CMEPTh YosoBiKa. [licis 1po-
ro AMepuKa KiHil oOpuia, BOHA TIOBEPHY/IACS Ha OaThKiBIIH-
HY # oyasia )KUTH 3 He3aMiXKHbOIO TITKOI B MijyiceKci, y MicTi
[Tinnep. MaOyTh, BapTO 3rafaTH, 10 YOJIOBIK He 3aJIMIIHUB 11 6e3
rpoiei: KiHKa OTpuMalla HEeBEJIMKUW KariTajdl — YOTUPU 3 TO-
JIOBUHOIO TUCSYi (DYHTIB, 5IKi TPAaBHUK TaK BAAJIO MIOMICTHUB, 1110
BOHA OTPUMYBaJia B CEpEIHbOMY CiM BiJICOTKIB Ha pik. /KiHKa
npoxuia B ITiHHepi BCbOro miBpoKy, KOJIM 3 HEI0 TO3HAOMUBCS
s1. MM MOKOXaJIi OAVH OJIHOTO M OJPYKWJINCA 34 KUIbKA THXK-
HiB. CaM s TOpryio XMenem, i, OCKUTbKY Miil MPUOYTOK CTAHOBUTD
CIMCOT-BiciMCOT (DyHTIB Ha piK, TO MU He OilyeMO, OPEHIyEMO
BisuTy B HopOepi 3a BicimaecsaT ¢yHTiB Ha pik. Ham 6ynuHO4YOK
HaraJiy€ CiJlbCbKy XaTHHY, X0U IIe i Mmopyd i3 microm. [Toonuzy,
TPOXH JIAJTi IO TIOCe, € 3a1311 1 111e 1Ba OYIMHKH, IPSMO Tepe]] Ha-
MU — T0J1e, a 3 MPOTHJIEKHOTO OOKY — CAaMOTHIH KOTEIX; 1, KPiM



X OYIMHKIB, HEMA€ KOIHOTO XHTIa OJIMKUe, HiK Ha MBIOPO3i
70 cTaHuil. BunagaoTe Taki MicAli B PoOLli, KOJIU CIIPaBU 3aTpu-
MYIOTh MEHE B MICTi, ajie BJITKY sl OyBaio OiJIbIII-MEHIII BiIbHUT,
1 TO/Ii MM 3 APYKMHOIO TaKi IIACIIMBI B HAIIOMY 3aMiCbKOMY OY-
JUHOYKY, 10 KPaIloro i rnparHytu He MoxHa. Kaxy Bam, mixk
HAMU HIiKOJIM He OYyJI0 SIKMXOCh CBApOK, TMOKW HE rovasacs IS
KJISITA 1CTOPIS.

OpHy piv Maro MOBIJOMUTHU JIO TOTO, SIK PO3MOBIIaTUMY Jali.
Komu mu nobpastucsi, Most Ipy’KMHA IepeBesia Ha MeHe BECh CBil
CTaTOK, TIO CYTi, BCymeped MOil B, 00 s1 pO3yMil0, HACKIJIbKU
HE3PYYHO 1Ie MOXe OOepHYTHUCSH, SKIIO MO1 CIIPaBU MOXUTHYTh-
cs1. AJle BOHA TaK 3aXafana, i Tak OyJio 3pobneno. M och miicth
THUKHIB TOMY BOHA parnToM Kake MeHi:

«Jlxeky, Ko i OpaB MOI TpoIlli, TO Ka3as, MO KOJIA BOHU
MEHi 3Ha/IOONATHCS, MEHI JIOCTaTHBO OyJie MPOCTO TOMPOCUTH.

«3BICHO, — CKa3aB s, — BOHU K TBOI».

«["apa3m, — Brimmiacss BoHa, — MeHi MOTPiOHI CTO (DYHTIB».

S cropormiB, 60 aymaB, MO il 3HaAOOUIACA HOBA CYKHS YU
I0Ch TakKe.

«I 3 sikoro 6 11e MBa?» — CIIUTAaB 1.

«AX, — CKa3aJsia BOHa MyCTOTJIUBO, — TH K Ka3aB, 1110 TH JIUIIIE
Mili GaHKip, a OaHKipH, 3HAEN, HIKOJIM HE IMUATAIOTh>.

«$Ik11o To6i cripaBi MOTPIOHI 11l TPOI, TH X, IEBHA PiY, OT-
PHUMAEIT», — MOTOAMBCS £I.

«ATOX, CITpaB/i MOTPiOHI».

«I TM MeH1 He cKaskelll, Ha 110 came?»



«Mox/1BO, KOJMCh 1 CKaxy, [)keKy, ane TUIbKY He 3apas3».

JloBeocst MeH1 IIMM BJIOBOJIBHUTHCS, X04a J0CI B HAC HIKOJIN
He OyJIO IKMXOCh TAEMHMIIb OJVH BiJl OIHOTO. § BUTIMCAB 11 Yek
1 OUTBIIIE TIPO 1110 CMpaBy He 3raayBaB. IMOBipHO, BOHA He Mae
JKOJTHOTO CTOCYHKY JI0 TOTO, 1110 CTaJIOCS MOTIM, aJie BBaKalo, 110
MPABUJILHO PO3IOBICTH BaM PO TOUM BUIMAOK.

Tak oT, 5K s BXe 3rajyBaB, HEMIOAAJIIK BiJ] HAC CTOITh KOTE/IK.
Big HpOro Hac BiaaUIAE JIMIIE T10J1€E, ajie 00 JiCTaTHUCS 10 HbO-
ro, Tpeba crepiiy MpoWTH JOPOrolo, a MOTIiM 3aBEPHYTH ITyTiB-
neM. Opasy 3a KOTe/I)KEM € 3aTUIITHUIA COCHOBHH 0ip, 51 OO0
Tam OyBaTH, 00 cepejl iepeB 3aBXIu Tak pueMHoO. Kotek cro-
SIB TIOPOXHIM OCTaHHI BiciM MICSIIiB, 1 Oy/I0 ayske mKoaa, 0o 11e
Jy’)Ke MUJIMH JIBOTTOBEPXOBHIA OyIMHOYOK 13 CTAPOMOIHUM T'aH-
KOM Ta KyIIlaMH KO30JIUCTY HaBKOJIO. §I, OyBaJsio, 3ynuHIOCS Tie-
pel MM KOTeKeM 1 pO3IyMyIo, SIK MIJIO OyJio O Y HhOMY BJia-
IITYBaTHUCS.

OTtxe, BBEUEPi 1ILOTO TIOHEIIKA 5 TIIIOB MOAUXATH CBIKUM
TIOBITPSIM y CBiil y001eHuid Oip, KOJIM Ha MyTiBIII MEHi 3yCTpiB-
cs1 IOPOXKHIN (PyproH, 10 BXke NOBEPTaBCs, a HA TajsiBUHI Ois
raHKy 5 T0OQuuB KyITy KWJIMMIB 1 pi3HUX pedeld. byso sicHo, 1110
KOTEK HapelITi XTOCh OPeHyBaB. Sl MOXoaxaB HEeMoJaliK, 3y-
NIUHSBCS, Haue 3HIYeB s, — CTOI0, OIJIsiIat0 OYTUHOK, IIKABIIOCS,
110 32 JIIOIU OCENUIINCS Tak OMM3bKO 10 Hac. Partom 6avy B oj1-
HOMY 3 BiKOH JIPYTOro MOBEPXY YHUECh OOIUYYS, 1110 BUTPIIIHIIO-
s TIPSIMO Ha MEHe.

He 3Haro, 1110 B HhOMY OyJ10 Takoro, micrepe ['onmc, asne B me-



HEe MOPO3 MOOIr 1o MmKipi. S cTosIB Biigallik, TOMy He MiI' po3-
[T PHCH, ajieé B IIbOMY OOMMY4i OyJlo IOCh HEMPUPOAHE,
HeymoAcbke. Take B MEHe CKJIanocs BpakeHHsA. S XyTKO miain-
1I0B O/rkye, 00 Kpalie po3rieJiTh TOro, XTO CTEKHUB 33 MHOIO.
Ta TiIIBKU-HO 51 HAOMM3UWBCS, OOJIMYYS PANTOM 3HUKJIO — i Tak
parToBo, 110 BOHO, 3/1aBAJIOCS, MipHYJIO B TEMPsIBY KiMHatu. 5
NOCTOSIB XBWJIMH i3 IT'SATh, PO3AYMYIOUM TIPO 110 iCTOPIiIO Ta Ha-
Maraluuch OCSITHYTH CBO1 BpakeHHs1. §l He MIr HaBiTh CKa3aTH,
qoJsioBiue 11e Oyno oonmuuys uum kiHove. Haitbinbiie MeHe Bpa-
3WB HOTO KOJTip. BOHO Oy/10 MEpPTBOTHO-KOBTE, 3 JIIJIOBUMH TiHSI-
MHU, Ta SIKEChb 3aCTUIJIE, Bijl YOTO 3/1aBAJIOCS TAKMM MOTOPOILHO
HeNpUPOAHUM. $1 HACTINIbKU 3aCMYTHBCS, 1110 BUPIIIIMB Ji3HATH-
sl TPOXH OiyIbIIIe TPO HOBUX MemKaHIiB. [TigifimoB i moctykas
y ABepi, 1 MeHi Biipa3y BiIUMHWJIA Xy/Ja BUCOKA KIHKA 3 HEMPU-
BITHUM OOJIAYYSIM.

«Yoro Bam?» — criuTasa BOHA 3 MIOTIaHACKUM aKIIEHTOM.

«$1 Bamm cycin, oH 3 Toro OyJWHKY, — Bi/IOBIB sI, KUBHYBIIIH
Ha Hanry BiUTy. — Bu, 6ady, TibKu-HO niepeixay, s i MogyMas,
91 He MOXY OyTH BaM YMMOCH KOPUCHHID».

«Ere k! Konu Oynere notpiOHi, My cami Bac MOnpocuMo», —
CKa3ajia BOHA U IPIOKHYJIA JBEpUMAa B MEHE Tepeji HOCOM.

Po3cepauBimch Ha Taky OpyTajIbHICTb, 51 TOBEPHYBCS Ta ITi-
1I0B AoioMy. Bech Beuip, X04 1 HaMaraBcsl [yMaTH Ipo IIOCh 1H-
11e, He Mir 3a0yTu MpyUMapy y BiKHI Ta Ti€l CEpaUTOl KiHKH. S
BUPIIIIKB HIYOTO HE PO3MOBIAATH APYKHMHI — BOHA HEPBOBA, Bpa3-
JIMBA XIHKA, 1 1 He XOTiB AUTUTUCS 3 HEI0 HEMPUEMHUMMU Tiepe-



XUBaHHAMU. Bee k mepe1 CHOM s1 HiOM 3HiUeB’sl CKa3aB 1i, 110 B
KOTEI K1 3’ ABWJIMCS MEIIKAHIII, Ha I1]0 BOHA HIYOr0 HE BIJIOBLJIA.

3arajioMm 1 CIUII0 y’e MIIHO. Y Hallllid CIM1 MOCTIMHO Kel-
KyBaJId, 1[0 BHOUI MEHE ¥ TapMaTol0 He pO30yAMII; ajie YOMYCh
came Ti€l HOUi, MaOyTb, TOMY, 110 OYB TPOXU 30YIKEHU CBOEIO
MaJIEHbKOIO TIPUTOI0I0, 200 3 IHINOI TPUYNHU, HE 3HAI0, CTIaB sl He
TaK MIITHO, SIK 3a3BU4aid. Kpi3b COH 51 HEUITKO YCB1JOMJIIOBAB, 1110
B KiMHATi IIOCh BiIOYBA€ThCsA, 1 MOTPOXY JO MEHE JAIUIIIO, 110
JpYKMHA CTOITh BjKE B CyKHI M THUXILIEM OJSIra€ Iuiamia Ta Kare-
morka. Mol rybu BOpyxHy/ucsl, o0 MpoOypMOTITH Kpi3b COH
SIKiCh CJIOBA 3/IUBYBAHHS UM JJOKOPY 32 I1i HEBYACHi 300pu, KOJH,
parnToM pO3ILTIOIIMBIIKM OYi, 5 TIOTJISTHYB Ha OCBITJIEHE CBIYKOIO
o0y, 1 BiJ MOJWBY B MeHe MOBY BifiOpasno. Hikomu panire
s1 He 6aUMB y Hel TAaKOTO BUPa3y OOIMYYs, HABITh HE TyMaB, IO
i1 0Omuaust Moxe OyTu TakuMm. Bona Oyna Omima ik Kpeiina, au-
XaJia MPUCKOPEHO M, 3acTidarouM Ii1aiia, KpagpkoMa 3upKaa Ha
JIKKO, 00 MepeKOHaTHCs, Ui He po30yauia mere. [lotiM, Bu-
PIIIUBIIY, IO 5 BCE K TaKU CIUTIO, BOHA OE3ITYMHO BHUC/IM3HYJIA
3 KIMHATH, 32 MUTb MPOJIYHAJIO Pi3Ke CKPUIIiHHS, SIKe MOTJIU BU-
JIaTH JIMIIIe 3aBiCU BXITHUX ABeper. 1 miBiBCs Ha JIKKY, IOTEP
KyJIaKOM 00 3aJli3HUI Kpa#l JIkKKa, mo0 NMepeKOHATUC, IO 1ie
He coH. [loTim ficTaB roqMHHMKA 3-MiJ MOAYIIKU. BiH mokazy-
BaB TpeTio Houi. [1lo MOrIo ClIoHyKaTH MOIO IPY:KUHY MOKUHYTH
JIOMiBKY B TaKu# 4ac?

S1 mpocuIiB TaK XBUJIMH 30 IBAIISATH, IIOLYMKH IIepeOrparydn
BCE 1€ Ta HAMAaralouuch 3HANTH MOsSICHEHHSI. YUM OiJIbIIie MipKy-



BaB, TUM Ha/I3BUYAMHIIIOI Ta He30arHEHHIIIIOK YSBIISLIACS MEH1
1 cripaBa. $1 1me MipKkyBaB HaJl He10, KOJIM 3HOBY MOUYJIOCS CKPU-
IIIHHS 3aBIC YHHU3Y, 4 HA CXO/1aX 3allOKOTUIN 11 KPOKH.

«l'ocnionu, Eddi, ae tie Tu Oyna?» — moIikaBuBcs £, K TUIBKU
Jpy’KWHA yBIWIILIA.

BoHa 3arpemrTisia i1 30MKHYJIa, KOJIM sl 03BaBCA, 1 LIeH 3/1aBJie-
HUI BUTYK 1 TPEMTiHHS HaJIIKaJId MeHe Oijbllle, Hix yce iHIIe,
60 B HUX Oy/a fIKach HEBUMOBHA BMHA. Mos IpyKMHA 3aBXAU
OyJ1a KIHKOIO MPSIMOI0 Ta BIJKPUTOIO, ajie s aXk IMOXOJIOB, KOJIU
noOa4MB, SIK BOHA ITOTal MPOJIA3UTh Y CBOIO JK CHAJIBHIO Ta TPEM-
TUTb BiJl TOTO, ITI0 YOJIOBIK IIOCh CIIUTAB Y Hel.

«Tu He cny, [IkeKky? — BUIUXHYJIA BOHA 3 HEPBOBUM CMillI-
koM. — OTakoi, a 5 fymasna, mo tede HiuuM He PO3OYIUIID».

«Jle ™1 Oyna?» — cnMTaB s CyBOpilIe.

«[IpupomaHo, 10 116 TeOe TUBYE, — MPOJOBKYBaJIa BOHA, i S
noOa4mB, 110 MaJblli JPYKUHU TPEMTSTh, KOJIM BOHA po3CTiOae
tant. — ¢ i cama He mpurajan, Moo 31 MHOIO TaKe KOJIMCh Tparl-
nsocs. Po3ymi€ln, MeHi parntoM CTajlo BaXKO TUXATH, 1 MEHe
MPAKTUYHO HE3/I0JIAHHO MOTSTHYJIO MOAUXATH CBI3KUM MOBITPSIM.
MeHi HaBiTb 34a€ThCA, IO 51 O 3HEMPUTOMHIJIA, IKOW HE BUMIILIA
Ha/Bip. Sl MOCTOsIAa KUTbKA XBUJIMH Y ABEPSIX 1 TENEP Y:Ke 30BCIM
BiJXeKaJacsi».

PosmnoBifaouu MeHi 1110 0aiiky, BOHA ’KOJHOTO pa3y He MOTis-
HyJa B Mili OiK, i rojioc y Hel OyB, Hade 4ykuil. MeHi cTajio siCHO,
1110 BOHa 0OMaHIo€. I HiYoro He CKa3aB y BiJMOBI/b i BTYIUBCS
HOIVISIIOM Y CTiHY 3 BIAUYTTSM HYAOTH U i3 TUCSYEI0 OTPYHHUX



Mi03p, a TaKOK CyMHiBIB y rosioBi. I1lo npuxoBye BiJ MeHe Apy-
xuHa? [le BoHa Oyna i yac CBO€T TUBHOI nporynssHkn? f Bia-
YyBaB, 1110 HE 3HAI/1y CIIOKOI0, TIOKH 1IbOTO HE Ji3HAICS, 1 BCE K
MEH1 He XOTLI0CSI pO3NUTYBATH 11 AaJll MICJs TOTO, SIK BOHA BKe
pa3 30pexana. JIo KiHI HOUI s KalLIsAB i mepeBepTaBcs 3 OOKY
Ha OiK, OyIyI0UM 30T/ 32 3[I0TaI0M, OIMH HEMMOBIPHIIINIA 3a
inmmi. HactymHoro aHst MeHi OTpiOHO OyJio 1XaTH JI0 MicCTa,
ajne s OyB 3aHAJITO CXBUJILOBAHUH 1 HaBiTh JyMaTH HE MIr TIPO
cripaBu. Most npyxuHa Oyrna, 3/1aBajiocsi, 3aCMydeHa He MEHIIIe,
HIX 4, 1 3a 11 IBUAKUMH 3alUTAILHUMM MOIJISIIaMU, K1 BOHA
pa3 y pa3 Kujajia Ha MeHe, 51 0aurB: BOHA 3pO3yMiJia, 11O s 11 He
TIOBIpUB, 1 PO3AYMYE, sIK 11 Terep OyTH. 3a MepIIMM CHiJIaHKOM
MU 3 Helo Jie[Jb OOMIHSITUCS KiJTbKOMa CJIOBAMH, TIOTiM I Biipa3y
K BUUINOB HA/IBip, abu 310paTucs 3 lyMKaMu Ha CBi’KOMY paH-
KOBOMY MOBITPI.

A niimos no KpuiiraneBoro nanaily, IpoCUAIB TaMm LTy To-
JVHY B MApKy Ta moBepHyBcs g0 HopbOepa Bxke micis mepiioi.
Crasiocs Tak, 110 HAa 3BOPOTHOMY IILJISIXY MEHi JOBEJIOCS MPOW-
TH TIOB3 KOTE/IX, 1 51 3yIIMHUBCS HA XBWIbKY MOIJISHYTH, YU HE
3’SIBUTHCSI 3HOBY B BiKHI T€ IMBHE OOIMYYs, 1110 BUTPILATIOCS Ha
MeHe HanepenonHi. 1 crolo i guBmOCs, i pantom (ysBiTh COO1
MOE€ 3/1UBYBaHHs1, mictepe ['oMc) 1Bepi BiqUUHSIIOTHCS, 1 BUXO-
JIUTh MOsI IpyKHUHA !

41 3aHiMIB, TOOAUMBIIH 11, aJlé MOE XBUJIIOBAHHSI OyJI0 HIYMM
TIOPIBHSIHO 3 THIM, IIO BigOWJIOCS Ha 11 0OJIMYYi, KOJIM HaIlli T0-
DJISIIN 3YCTPiMCSA. Y TIepIry MUTh BOHA OYITIMTO XOTiJIa IIIMUT-



HYTH Ha3aj]l y OyJMHOK; ITOTiM, 3pO3yMIiBIIIH, 1110 Oy/Ib-sIKa CIPO-
6a cxoBarucst OyJie MapHOI0, BOHA TIiJIIAIILIIA 10 MEHE 3 MO0~
JIMIM OOJTUYYSIM i 3 TIEPesIIKOM B OYax, 110 He TacyBaJIo JIo il 1o-
CMIIIIKH.

«0O, [IxeKy, — 3pOHMIIa BOHA, — S IKpa3 3aXO1uJjia TyIU CIIU-
TaTd, Y4 HE MOXKY YUMOCH JIOTIOMOITH HAIIMM HOBHUM CYCi/IaM.
o Ti Tak AuBMIICA HAa MeHe, [Ixeky? Tu Ha MeHe cepauIcs ?»

«Atox! —miaTBepauB 5. — OTxe, OCh K[l TH XO/IUJ1a BHOY1?»

«IIlo Tv Take Kaxemi?» — 3aJIeMEHTyBaJjla BOHA.

«Tu xopuna tynu. $1 BieBHeHMit. XTO 111 JTIOH, 0 T MYCHIII
BI/JIB1/1IyBaTH 1X TaKO1 TOJUHU 7»

«51 He Oyna Tam paHiie».

«$IK T MOXeII PO3MOBiJaTH TaKy sIBHY OpexHIo? — 00ypuBCs
. — Y Tebe HaBiTh TOI0C 3MIHIOETHCS, KOJIM TH 1ie pooutr. Yu s
MaB Bij] TeOe cekperu? §l HeraifHoO X yBiiy B OCEJIIO Ta Jli3HAI0-
Csl, y UOMY piu».

«Hi, =i, [Ixeky, He Tpeba!» — y Hel ypBaBcs royioc, KiHka Oysa
cama He CBOsl Bijl XBUJIOBaHHs. Koy K s miAiiIoB 10 1Bepe,
BOHA CY/IOMHO CXOITMJIa MEHE 32 PYKaB 1 3 HECMIOAIBAHOIO CHIIOI0
BIJITSTHYJIA T€Th.

«bnarato tebde, IIxeky, He poOM IBOrO, — CTOTHAJIa BOHA. —
[Mpucsratocs, Koauch 51 TOOI Bce pO3MOBIM, aJie SIKIIO TH YBIH eI
JI0 KOTEJIKY 3apa3, HIYOro MyTHHOI'O 3 IbOTO HE BUIJIE».

Konm x s cripoOyBaB 11 BiIIIITOBXHYTH, JKiHKA TPUTYJINATIACS
JI0O MEHE 3 HECAMOBUTHUM OJIaraHHSIM.

«Bip meHi, [Ixeky! — remeHTyBana BoHa. — [oBip MeHi Juie



1oro pasy! f Hikoau He J1am ToO1 MPUYMHMU MOIIKOTYBATH PO
nie. Tu 3HaenI, s He craia O HiYoro Bij Tebe MpPUXOBYBaTH, Xiba
3apaau Tede camoro. IneTbcs mpo Bce Hare KUTTs. Ko i
3apas MifJell 3i MHOIO JJOoMY, Bee Oyrie rapas. SKio yBipsenics
B IIell KOTEIK, Y HAC i3 TOOOI0 Bce Oy/e 3imcoBaHO».

BoHa roBopuiia Tak NepeKkoHIMBO, TAKUM po3nay BiuyBaBCs
B 11 TOJIOCI, y MaHepl pO3MOBH, 1O 51 HEp1lTyye 3yITMHUBCS NEpe]
JBEpUMA.

«51 moBipro TOOI 3a O/IHIEI YMOBH, 1 JIUIIE OAHI€l, — CKa3aB s
HAPEIITI, — 13 i€ MUTI Mi)X HamM¥ OiJTbITIe He Oy/ie )KOTHUX TAEM-
Huip! Tu Moxen 30eperty mpu codi CBil CeKpeT, ajie Mmoooi-
ISIE€NT MeHi, 1110 Oijibiie He Oy/ie HiYHUX IMOXOAEHBOK Y TOCTi, Hi-
YOro TaKoro, 0 XOTiJIocs O BiJy MeHe TPUXoBaTH. S 3rojieH mpo-
6aunTH Te, MO BXKE CTATIOCS, SKINO JaCh MeHi CJIOBO, IO HaauTi
HIYOr0 CXOKOrO HE MIOBTOPUTHLCS».

«41 3Haa, 110 TM MEHi MOBipHIIl, — MOJIETIIIEHO 3ITXHYJa BO-
Ha. — Bee Oyne, sik 3a0askaent. XoiiMo X reTh Bijl 1bOro OyIuH-
Ky!»

Bce 1m1e yinko Tpumaourch 3a Miil pyKaB, ApyKUHA MOTATHYJIa
MeHe Bifl KOTEIKY.

Sl o3upHYBCs Ha X0y — i3 BIKHA Ha JPyroMy MoBepci 3a HaM1
CTEKHJIO Te XKOBTe, MepTBOTHe 00mmyus. 1o mormo Oy crinb-
HOTO B 11i€1 TBAPIOKX Ta MO€1 ApY:KUHU? | IKMii Mir OyTH 3B’SI30K
Mix Eddi Ta Tielo mpoctoio Ta rpy0oio KiHKOI, Ky S OauuB
Harepe1oAHi ? HaBiTh AMBHO OyJ10 IMTATH, i BCE X 51 3HAB, ITI0 HE
3aCIMOKOIOCS], TIOKU HE PO3raiaio 3arajiky.



JIBa nHi moToMy S CHIIB yaoMa, i MOsSl JpYy)XKMHAa HaueOTO
CYMJIIHHO IOTPUMYBAJIACS HAIIO1 YTOIH, Y Oyab-sSKOMY pa3i, Ha-
CKIJIbKM 3HAI0, BOHA HAaBITh HE BUXOOWJIA 3 oOiicTa. Aje Ha
TpeTiil IeHb S OTPUMAB MPSMHI JI0Ka3, 1110 11 YPOUUCTOI OOIIIsSH-
Ku OyJIO HEJIOCTaTHBO, MO0 MEPEeCHIUTH TOW TAEMHUU BIUIUB,
SIKWY BI/IBOJTIKAB 11 BijI YOJIOBIKA Ta OOOB’SI3KY.

Toro 1Hs s MoiXaB A0 MICTa, ajieé MOBEPHYBCS MOTSATOM HE O
TPETi TPUIUATD IIICTh, SIK 3a3BUYAl, a paHille — O JPYyrii co-
pok. Konu 3aiimoB 1o OyauHKy, Hala CIyKHUIlS BUOIrIa B Tie-
PEIIOKil 13 IepeKOIIEHUM OOTMYYSIM.

«Jle rocnoguHsA?» — MOLIIKABUBCA 1.

«Iit, MabyTh, 3a6arI0Cs IPOryIATUCS», — BiNIOBiNA NiBUMHA.

Y Moiii ronoBi Biipa3y xk 3’ siBUIHCS Migo3pu. S moGir Haropy
NepeKoHaTucs, 1110 11 crpasi Hemae BaoMa. Haropi BumnaakoBo
TIOTJISIHYB Y BIKHO ¥ 00OAuuB, 1O CIYXHUIIS, 3 KOTPOIO 5 Tijlb-
KHU-HO F'OBOPUB, MUUTh YEPE3 M10JIE€ HABIIPOCTELb 1O KOTEAKY. 1,
3BICHO, BiJIpa3y 3p0O3yMiB, 1110 LIe BCE O3HAYAE: MOSI JIPYKMHA ITi-
1UIa TYIY Ta NOMPOCUJIa CIYKHUIIO BUKJIMKATH 11, SIKIIO S MO-
BepHycs. CkakeHilouH, 51 CITyCTUBCSI BHU3 1 MOOIr Tynu K, BU-
PIIIMBIIM pa3 i HA3aBXKIU MOKJIACTH Kpaw 1ii ictopii. I 6auus,
SIK IpY’KHWHA 31 CITy’KHUIIEIO Oiriv yIBOX IMYTIiBIEM, ajie He CTaB
X 3ynuHATU. Te TeMHe, 1110 3aTbMapIioBajio MOE KUTTSI, 3a4alyio-
cs B KoTemki. S 1aB coOi c/IOBO YecTi: Hexai 1110 TParuThCs To-
TiM, aJie TaeMHUIA Oibilie He Oyae TaeMHutieo. [TigiimoBm
JI0 JIBEpeil, 51 HaBiThb HE CTYKaB, a MPOCTO HATUCHYB Ha KJISIMKY
1 yBipBaBCs B KOPUJIOP.



Ha nepmiomy noBepci 0y/o THXO Ta MUPHO. Y KyXHi Ha BO-
THi IOCBUCTYBaB Ka3aHOK, 1 BEJIMKA YOpHA KilllKa Jiexasa, 3rop-
HYBIIIUCh KJIyOKOM, y KOIIIMKY; HiJie He OYJIO ¥ CITi/ly Ti€l KiHKH,
SIKY 51 0auMB MUHYJIOTO pa3y. Sl KWHYBCS 3 KyXHi JI0 ITOKOIO — MO-
poxHBO. Tomi BUOIr cxomamu Haropy Ta rnepeKkoOHaBCs, 1110 B IBOX
KiMHATaxX TaM TaKOX HiKOro Hemae. Y BChOMY OyIMHKY He OyJIo
Hi qymi! MeOsi Ta kapTuHu Oy/y ByJIbrapHi Ta rpyoi, 3a BUHSAT-
KOM OJIHI€1-€IMHO1 KIMHATH — Ti€l, y BiKHi SIKO1 51 0auuB Ii¢ IMBHE
oOmuuust. Tyt OyJIo 3aTUIIHO Ta BUTOHYEHO, 1 MOI MiA03pH Cra-
JIaXHYJH JIIOTAM, 37I0BiICHIM BOTHEM, KOJIH 5 TOOAYMB, IO TaM Ha
KaMIHI CTOITh CBITVIMHA MO€1 APYKWHU: BCbOT'O TPU MICSLI TOMY
BOHA 32 MOIM HAIOJISITaHHSIM 3HSJ1acs B TIOBHUI 3picT, 1 ie Oyna
Ta cama portorpadis! S mpoOyB y OyAMHKY JOCHTH JIOBIO, ITIOKH
He MePeKOHAaBCs, 110 TaM i cripaB/i Hikoro Hemae. [1oTim miros,
i MeHi OyJIO Tak BaXKO Ha AYIIi, SIK HIKOMW B KUTTI. [IpyxuHa
3ycTpljla MEHE B MEPEANOKOI, KOJIM 51 IOBEPHYBCS 10J0OMY, e
s1 OyB Takuii 0OpakxeHHid 1 CepOUTH, 10 HEe MIT i3 HEI0 PO3MOB-
JIITH 1 TIPOMYAB TIOB3 Hel MPSIMO 0 CBOTO KaOiHeTY.

JKiHka, ogHak, yBIMIIUIA BCIiJ 32 MHOIO, HE JTaBIIM MEHI Ha-
BiTb YaCy 3aUMHUTH JIBEPI.

«MeHi ty)e 1IKoa, 10 s MOPYIIWIa CBOK OOIlSIHKY, [lxe-
Ky, — 3a3Ha4rJia BOHA, — ajie IKOW T 3HaB yCi 0OCTaBUHU, TH, 51
BIIEBHEHA, TPOOAYNB OM MEHi».

«To po3Kaku MeHi Bce», — CIIOHYKaB S1.

«He moxy, [IkeKy, 1 He MOXY !|» — BUTYKHYJIa BOHA.

«[loku TM MEHi He CKa)elll, XTO KMBE B KOTEJKi il KOMY I1e



TH TIOJIapyBaJjia CBOIO CBITJIMHY, Mi’K HaMHU OiJIbITle He MOXe OyTr
JKOJTHOI TOBipW», — BIJMOBIB £ 1, BIICAXHYBIIKCH Bif] HEl, MIIIIOB
i3 gomy. Lle Oyno BUOpa, micrepe ['onmc, i 3 TOro vacy s ii He
0auuB 1 He 3Hato OiJIbIIIe HIYOTO IMPO ITI0 JUBHY CIipaBy. Briepiie
MiK HAMM TIPOJISATIIA TiHb, 1 1 HACTIJIBKY BPaKEHUH, 110 HE 3HAIO,
SIK MEHi TeTlep Kpaille BUMHUTHU. PanTom chbOrogHi BpaHili MeHe
OCIHWJIO, 1110 SIKILIO 1 € Ha CBITI JIIOAWHA, KOTPAa MOXE JTaTU MEH1
ropajy, TO Iie BH, i OCh 51 IOKBAIMBCS JI0 Bac 1 0e33acTepekHO
BiJIJ1at0Cs B BalIi pyKu. SIKINO 5 OCh BUKJIaB HE3PO3YyMLJIO, OyIb
JlacKa, muTaiTe. AJie TUTbKY CKaXiTh CKOpIlIle, 10 MeHi poOuTH,
60 51 O6LIbLIE HE B 3MO31 TEPIITH 110 MYKY.

Mu 3 T'onMcoM 13 HEYXWJILHOIO YBarolo CJIyXajid 110 HE3BU-
YaiiHy iCTOpII0, SIKY BiH HaM PO3IMOBiaB YPUBYACTO, ITPUTHIYE-
HUM TOJIOCOM, SIK IPOMOBJISIIOTH Y MUTI CUJTBHOTO XBUJTIOBAHHSI.
Miii ToBapuIIl IKMIACh Yac CHJIiB MOBYKH, ITiIIIePILU ITiA00pias
PYKOIO Ta MOBHICTIO IOPUHYBIIIX Y CBOI JYMKHU.

— CKaxiTh, — CIIUTaB BiH HAPEIITi, — BU MOIJIA O MPUCSTHY-
THCS, IO 0OTMYYs, sIKe OAUMIM Y BiKHi, OyJIO JIUIIEM JIIOJVHM ?

— O6uIBa pa3u, KOJIH 51 HOro 6aumB, s1 JMBUBCS HA HHOTO 371a-
JIEKYy, TOMY CKa3aTl HalleBHO HE MOKY.

— OpaHak BOHO SIBHO CIIPABMJIO HA Bac HEMPUEMHE BPaXKeHHS.

— Horo xomip 3maBaBcsi HENPUPOITHUM, i B HOro prcax Oy-
Jla ABHA HepyxomicTk. Komu s migxonus Omvkye, BOHO SIKOCh
HECITOAIBAHO 3HUKAJIO.

— CKUIBKM Yacy MUHYJIO BiITO/i, KOJM APYKMHA MOMPOCUIIA
y Bac cto (pyHTiB?



— Maiixe 1Ba MicAIn.

— Bu komuck Gaunnm potorpadiio ii neporo yonoika?

— Hi, B AtnanTi crajiacs BeJMKa TMoxexa He3adapoM Iicist
HOro cMepTi 1 yci 11 narepu 3ropijiu.

— AJle Bce K y Hel BUSIBUIOCS CBIAOLTBO MPO MOr0 CMEPTh.
Bu kazanm, 1mo ocobucro ioro 6aunm?

— ATOX, MicIs MOXKeki BOHA 3poOuia IyOTiKar.

— Bu xoua 6 pa3 3ycTpivanucs 3 KUMOCh, XTO 3HaB 11 B AMe-
puti?

- Hi.

— Bona komuchk pocuiia mpo te, mood 3 130uTi Tyau?

— Hi.

— He orpumyBana 3BiqTH TUCTIB?

— Hackisbku 4 3Har, Hi.

— Hsaxyto. Tenep st XoTiB OM TPOIIKM MOMI3KyBaTH Hall Li€I0
CpaBolo. K0 KOTEIK MOKUHY/IA Ha3aBKAU, Y HAC MOXYTb BU-
HUKHYTU TIEBHI TPYIHOIIi; SIKIO X TiJIbKM Ha SIKUKUCH 4ac, 110
MeH1 BUJAETHCS BiPOT1IHIIINM, TO 1I€ O3HAYAE, 1110 MEIIKAHIIIB
ydopa Monepensif Mpo Balll MPUXijl, i BOHW BCTUIIIM CXOBATH-
cs. Toni, MOXJIMBO, BOHU BXK€ NOBEPHYJIUCS, 1 MU BCE LIE JIeT-
Ko 3’sicyeMo. $1 Bam mopamky: noBepraitecs 1o HopOepa 1 e
pa3 OrJIsiHbTE KOTE/IK 30BHI. SIKIIO MepeKOHAETECs, 1110 B HbOMY
XTOCh €, HE BpuBamTecs cami B OyJMHOK, a JIUIIIE IaiiTe TeJerpa-
My MeHi Ta MOeMy KoJjie3i. OTpuMaBIiH 11, MU 3a TOAMHY OyIeMO
y Bac, a TaM J1y;Ke CKOpPO J113HAEMOCS], Y UOMY Piu.

— Hy, a axmo B 6ynmuHKY Bce 11ie HiKoro Hemae?



— Toni s mpuiny 3aBTpa, i MU 3 BaMH OOTOBOPUMO, SIK OYTH.
Jlo moOayeHHs, 1 TOJIOBHE — HE XBWIIOMTECS, ITOKH HE Ti3HAJINCH,
110 BaM HACIPaB/li € YOTO XBUJIIOBATHUCHL.

— borocs, cripaBu TyT KernchbKi, Batcone, — ckazaB miil ToBa-
PpMIII, KOJIM, BianpoBaauBiim mictepa I panta MyHpo 10 Bepei,
TIOBEpHYBCS B Halll KaOiHeT. — Sk ragaere?

— BpynHa icropis, — 3agymaBcs f.

— Atox. | migrpyHTsaM TyT CIIyrye IIaHTax, ado s ayxe mo-
MUJISTIOCS.

— I XTO maHTaxucTt?

— He iHakie, sk Ta TBaploKa, 1110 )KUBE B €IUHIN 3aTUIIHIN
KiMHATi KOTeJI)XKy Ta TpUMae B cede Ty doTtorpadio Ha KaMiHi.
YecHe cnoBo, BaTcone, € moch 3aX0IUIonde B IbOMY MEPTBOT-
HOMY OOJIMYYi 32 BIKHOM, 1 51 © dyKe He XOTiB IMPOMYCTUTH LIeH
BHIIAJIOK.

— Maere sikych rinoresy?

— [okwu 1o TinBKY nIepIry Te3y. Ajie Oyay AyKe 3MUBOBAHUMA,
SIKITIO BOHA BUSIBUTHCSI XUOHOIO. Y KOTEJIKi KUBE TIEPIIAN YOJIO-
BIK III€1 JKIHKH.

— YoMy BM Tak BUPIIIUAIU?

— A 4uM ire MOXXHA TIOSICHUTH 11 IaJIEHUI HeCTOKi, abu Ty-
I He yBiioB apyruii? daktu, sk BBaXkalo, CKJIAAAITLCS TTPU-
O6nmu3HO Tak. JKiHka BUXoAWTh B AMepuIli 3aMik. ¥ 11 40JIOBiKa
BUSIBJISIIOTBCS SIKICh HECTEPITHI CXMJIBHOCTI, a00, CKaximo, Ho-
IO Bpakae€ sIKach r'MJiKa HeJlyra — BiH BUSIBJISIETHCS TTPOKAKEHUM
a0o 60keBiTbHUM. BperTi-pemT BoHa BTiKa€ B/l HbOTO, TIOBEp-



Ta€ThCsl B AHIIIII0, 3MIHIOE iM’s1 Ta TIOYMHAE, SIK 11 37a€ThCs, OY-
JyBaTH *KUTTS 3HOBY. BoHa Bke TpU pOKM 3aMiKHSI 32 1HIIUM i
MIOYYBA€ETHCS B TIOBHIM Oe3I1eli — Y0JIOBIKOBI BOHA TIOKa3ajia CBi-
JIOLITBO TIPO CMEPTh SIKOICh 1HINIO1 JTIIOAUHU, YUE 1M1 BOHA U y351-
JIa, — aX panToM 11 MicrierniepeOyBaHHsI CTa€ BijoMe 11 MepiioMy
YOJIOBIKY 200, CKaXiMO, SIKIACh HE HA/ITO TOOPOTIOPSIHIN JKiHITi,
KOTpa MOB’s13a1acs 3 XBOpUM. BOHM MUY Th APYXKHHI, TIOTPOKY-
I0Th IIPUIXATH Ta BUBECTH 11 HA YUCTY Body. BoHa mpocuth cTo
(pyHTIB 1 HAMara€eTbCs1 BIAKYMUTHUCS BiJ HUX. AJie BOHU OJTHAKOBO
MIPUIKKAIOTh, 1 KOJIM YOJIOBIK y Oecifi 3 IpyKUHOIO BUTIAIKOBO
3rajiy€, 1o B KOTE)K1 OCEIWIMCS HOBI MEIIIKaHIIl, BOHA 3a SIKU-
MUCh O3HAKaMH 3JI0TQAYEThCS, 1110 11ie — 11 nepeciiayBayi. JKiH-
Ka 4eKae€, MOKM YOJIOBIK 3aCHE, MOTIM KUJAEThCA 1X YMOBIISTH,
00 3abupancs rets. Hidoro He OCATHYBINH, BOHA HACTYITHO-
IO HS 13 CAMOTO PaHKY BUPYIIAE JI0 HUX 3HOBY, 1 YOJIOBIK, SIK BiH
caMm 1ie pO3IMOBiB, 3yCTpiva€ 11 B Ty MUTb, KOJU BOHA BUXOIUTh
Big Hux. Toxi BoHa o0irsie oMy Oinbilie Tyau HE XOAUTH, ajie
3a JIBa JIHi, He BTPUMABIIIUCH BiJ] CIIOKYCH Ha3aBX/1 MO30YTUCS
CTpAIIIHUX CYCiJIiB, BAAETHCA IO HOBOI CIPOOU, TPUXOMUBIIIH 13
co00I0 CBITJIMHY, IKY, MOXJIMBO, Y Hel BuMaraiu. [1ig yac nepe-
MOBWH 3’SIBJISIETbCS CITY>KHULS 3 TIOBIJOMJIEHHSIM, 1110 TOCTIOAap
yke BJIOMa, 1 TYT APYKMHA, PO3yMIIOUH, 110 BiH Oipa3y X MiJe B
KOTE/IX, BUITPOBAJ)KYE HOr0 MEIIKAHIIiIB YOPHUM XOI0OM, iMOBIp-
HO, Yy TOW COCHOBUH Oip, Mpo KW TYT YKe 3ragyBajocs. Yoso-
BiK MTPUXOJMTH 1 3ACTA€E KUTIO MOPOXHIM. f, ogHak, Oymy BKpai
3IMBOBAHMIA, SIKIIO BiH 1 CbOTO/IHI 3HAI/IE FIOT0 MOPOKHIM, KOJIU



BUiizie yBeuepi po3rieditucs. o ckaxere npo Taky rinoresy?

— Yce moxe OyTH.

— 3are BoHa NoB’s3ye Bcl (pakTu. Konmu Ham cTaHyTh BiOMI
HOBI JIeTali, sIKi He BKJIQJYThCsl B HAIIly BEPCIIO, TO/II BCTUTHEMO
11 nepeniAHyTH. HalOomkumm 9acom HIiYoro He MOXKEMO BJIiSITH,
TIOKH HE OTPUMAEMO HOBUX 3BicTOK i3 HopOepa.

JloBro uekaTtu He JoBesocs. Tenerpamy NpUHECHH, K TIIbKU
MU BUMWIU Yall. « Y Komeoxci scusymu, — UILIIOCS B HIW. — 3HO8Y
oauue y eixHi ooauuus. Ilpuiidy 3ycmpimu nomsez o cbomiti i 00
8aUL020 NPUOYMIMSL HIUO2O He POOUMUMY ».

Konu mu Buiinum 3 Barony, I pant MyHpO YeKaB Ha ILIaT-
opmi, i ipu CBITIIi CTAaHITIMHKX JIIXTapiB OyJIO MOMITHO, 110 BiH
JyKe OiIUH 1 TPEMTHTD Bijl XBUTIOBAaHHS.

— Bonu me Tam, micrepe ['onmc, — ckazaB BiH, CXOMUB-IITN
MOTO TIpUsATeNs 3a pyKaB. — Koy 51 MIoB cioau, To 6a4uB y KO-
Temki cBiTo. Tenep Mu 3 UM MOKIHYMMO pa3 1 Ha3aBXK/IU.

— fxuit MaeTe maH? — COMTaB Mill TOBAPUII, KOJIM MM TTIIILITA
TEMHOI0, 00CaI)KEHOIO JIEpeBaMu JIOPOTOIo.

— 41 cutoto Biiepycs 10 OyAMHKY i 0cOOMCTO TI0Oavy, 10 Tam
Take. Bac 1BOX s monmpocuB 61 OyTH MpU 1IbOMY CBiJJKAMH.

— Bu TBepno 3Baxkusvcs Tak BUMHUTH, HE3BAKAIOUM HA 3aCTe-
peKeHHsI BaIllol APYKUHH, 10 /I Bac Oyzie Kpaile He pO3KpH-
BaTH 11 TAEMHULIO?

— ABXeX, 3BaXUBCH.

— IIlo x, BU, MaOyTh, MaeTe partiio. [IpaBna, sikowo 6 BoHa He
Oyrna, Kpaia 3a HeBU3HAYEHICTh 1 mio3pu. [Iporonyio BupyIa-



TH HEraiiHo K. 3BiCHO, mepes] OOMMYYsIM 3aKOHY IIUM MU OCTa-
BUMO ce0e B CTAHOBUIIIE BUHHUX, aJie TaJiaio, O Ha PU3HK TaKU
BapToO MITH.

Hiu Oyna mgysxe TeMHOI0, i oYaBcsi APiOHUI JOIIMK, KO MU
3BEPHYJI 3 IOCEHHO1 TOPOTH Ha BY3bKUM, MOPi3aHUI ITTMOOKH-
MU KOJIISIMU My TiBEllb, 1110 MPOJIT Mk JBOMA PsiIaMH 5KUBOILIIO-
Ty. Mictep I'pant MyHpO Bij HETEPIIHHA MaJIO HE BTIK Bij HAC,
1 MH, X0O4 1 CIIOTUKAIOYKUCh, HaMarajucs He BIJICTaBaTy BiJ HbOTO.

— Ile BorHi Moro OyauMHKY, — IpoOypPMOTIB BiH, BKa3yl0uH Ha
CBITJIO, IO MEPEXTLJIO KPi3b JEpeBa, — a OCh KOTEXK, 1 3apa3
TY/IU 3aijy.

[lyrtiBeup y upoMy Micli 3aBeptaB. binsi camoro moBopoty
crosuia XaTvHKa. 7KoBTa cMyra cBiT/Ia Ha YOpHiid 3eMJ1i Ilepe]] Ha-
MU NIOKa3yBaJja, M0 ABEPI BIIUYMHEHI, 1 OIHE BIKHO Ha JIpyroMy
nosepci OyJ10 SICKPaBO OCBiTIeHe. MU NOMISIHY/IM Ta MOOAYMIIH,
110 Ha TJIi HITOPU PYyXa€ThCsl TEMHA TUISIMA.

— Bowna Tam, 1151 TBapioka! — 3aBepeinas I pant Mynpo. — Bu
cami 0auuTe, 110 TaM XTOCh €. 32 MHOIO, 1 3apa3 MU PO BCE [i3-
Haemocs !

Mu nigiiinwm Ao IBepeid, ajie panToM i3 YOPHOTH BUCTYIIH-
Jia JKiHKA U 3yMUHWIACS B 30J10Tiil cMy3i CBiT/Ia, 1110 MAJaJIo Bij
Jamnu. Y TeMpsiBi 51 He 6a4mB 11 0019 Us, ajie IPOCTITHYTI PYKU
BUCJIOBJTIOBAJTN OJIaraHHs.

— 3apagu bora, [lxeky, 3ynuHucsa! — 3aKkpuyasia BoHa. — Y
MeHe OyJIo TepeauyTTs, 0 TH MPUIJIEI ChoroaHi BBeuepi. He



JQyMai Hidoro jmxoro, moouii! [ToBip MeHi 1me pa3, i To01 HiKoIH
HE JJOBE/IEThCs IKO/YBATH I1PO 1IE.

— 41 myxe nosro BipuB T00i, Edi! — mpomMoBUB YoNOBiK Cy-
Bopo. — [Tyctu! 4 onnakoBo BBiMAy. 51 Ta MO1 Ipy3i, MU BUPIIIIU-
JIM TIOKIHYUTH 3 1M pa3 1 Ha3aBX/u.

BiH BiinXHyB 11, i MU, HE 3yNUHSIIOYUCH, MUY 32 HUM. TiTb-
KH-HO YOJIOBiK BiIYMHMB JIBEPI, SIK MPSIMO Ha HOTO BUOIIIIA JIT-
Hs KiHKa W cripoOyBasia 3aCTylUTH HOMY JIOpOry, ajie TOW Bij-
HITOBXHYB 11, TOX 32 MUTh MU BC1 TPOE BiK€ MiJIAMaJIACS CXOAA-
mu. [ pant MyHpO yBipBaBcsi B OCBITJIEHY KiIMHATY JIPYroro mo-
BEpPXY, a 32 HUM 1 MU.

[Mokiit OyB 3aTWIIHUK, JOOpe OOCTaBIEHUH, HA CTOMI TOPLIH
1Bl CBIYKH, @ HA KaMiHi — e /1Bi. Y KyTKY, 3IrHYBIIMCh Ha/Jl [TUCh-
MOBHM CTOJIOM, CHJijla MaJleHbKa JiBUMHKA. [i 001MuYs, KO
MU YBIHIUM, OyJ0 OOepHEeHe B iHIIUEI OiK, MU PO3IJICAUTN JIH-
111e, 1110 BOHA B YEPBOHOMY ILJIATTSIUKY Ta JOBIUX O1IMX pyKaBUY-
kax. Ko BoHa jxBaBO KMHYJIAcs 10 HAC, 1 30MKHYB BiJl )Kaxy Ta
Hecro/liBaHKku. Masia 3BepHyJia 10 HaC OOMUYYs JTyXkKe JTUBHOTO
MEPTBOTHOT'O KOJILOPY, 1 HOTO prick Oy/v 1o30aBJieHi Oy/ib-SKOTO
BUpa3y. 3a MUTh 3arajika BUpimmiacs. ['oamc 31 cMixoM poBiB
PYKOIO 32 ByXOM JIiBUMHKH, MacKa 31CKOYMJIA, 1 ByTJIbHO-4OpHA
MyJIaTKa 3acsisjia BciMa CBOIMH OLTMMH 3yOKaMH, BECEJIO pero-
Yy4M 3 Halloro 3IMBOBAHOro BUMIAAY. [loginsioun 11 Becesoli,
TOJIOCHO 3acMisiBeA i 1, ane I paHT MyHpPO CTOSIB, BUPSUMBILIK
04l Ta CXOMHUBIIKUCH PYKOIO 32 TOpJIO.

— Boxe! — 3akpuuas BiH. — Ilo 1ie o3Hayvae?



— 51 ckaxy T0Oi, IO 11e O3HAYAE, — MPOTOJIOCKIIA KiHKA, BCTY-
Malo4yy B KIMHATY 3 TOPAOIO PIlllyviCTIO HAa oOmmy4i. — Tu 3my-
HIy€ENT MeHe BiJKPUTH TOO1 MOI0 TAEMHMIIIO, XOU 1€ U 34A€ThCS
MeHi Hepo3yMHuM. Teriep pa3om BUPILIIUMO, SIK HaM i3 IIUM Oy-
TU. Miii 40JI0BiK B AT/IaHTi oMep. AJie MOsI AUTUHA 3aJIMIITIIIA-
cs JKUBa.

— TBost iuTHHA!

BoHa gicrana 3axoBaHHi Ha TPYSIX CPIOHMIA MEIATBIOH.

— Tu HikoNMM He 3a3UpaB ycEpPeaUHY.

— 41 nymag, 10 BiH HE BiAMUKAETHCS.

Bona HaTucHyna mpyxuHy, i MepeaHs CTYJIKa MeJasibioHa
Bigckouwa. ITig Heo OyB MOPTpeT YOOBiKa 3 BUHATKOBO Tap-
HUM 1 TOHKUM OOJIMYYSIM, XO4a HOTO PUCH BUSIBIISLIIA OE3MOMUII-
KOBi O3HAKU a(ppUKAHCHKOTO MOXOIKEHHS.

— Ile IxxoH ['eOpoH i3 ATiaHTH, — TIOBIJOMUIIA KiHKA, — 1 HE
OyJ10 Ha 3eMJIi IIJIAXETHIIIO1 JIOAUHY. BUAIIOBIIM 32 HBOTO, 5
BilipBasacs BiJi CBOr0 Hapojy, ajie, OKH BiH OyB XMBUM, KO-
HOT'O pa3y Hi Ha MUTb He MOIIKoAyBaia mnpo 1e. Ham He nora-
CTHUJIO — Hallla €IMHA TUTHUHA BJaJlacs HE B MeHe, a B Hboro. Ta-
K€ YacTo TPAIUISIEThCA B 3MilIAaHUX IILTI00ax, 1 MajeHbka Jloci
Halararto 4YopHiIia, Hix OyB 11 0aTbKo. AJie YopHa 4yu Oijia, BOHA
MOsI piiHa, MOsI JTo0a MaJieHbKa JIBYMHKA, 1 Mama 11 Jayxe JIo-
OuTH!

JliBUMHKA MpU 1IUX CJIOBaxX Mi0iria g0 KiHKUA W 3aHypuiacs
OOIMYYSIM B 11 CYKHIO.

— 4 3anumma i Togi B AMepuiii, — IPOIOBKyBasa KiHKa, —



TUIbKU 3 Ti€1 IPUUMHU, IO BOHA 1€ HE 30BCIM Ofy’KaJia, a 3MiHa
KJIiMaTy Moria 0 3alIKO/IUTH 11 3710poB’10. 51 Bijnasa ii Ha MmiKJTy-
BAHHS BIPHOI IOT/JIaH/IKH, HAIIOI KOJMIITHBOIL CIIYKHUIIL. Y MEHe
W y IyMKax He OyJio BiJCTyNaTHCs Bijl CBOET AUTUHU. AJie KON
3ycTpinia Tebe Ha CBOEMY IILISIXY, Koiu Tebe rmokoxana, J[xeky,
TO HE HABAXMJIACS PO3IOBICTH TOOI PO CBOIO TUTHHY. Xai Ja-
pye MeHi bor, st modosiiacs, 1110 BTpauy tede, i B MeHe 3a0pakjio
MYKHOCTi BCe po3MoBicTH. MeHi I0BeIOCs BUOMPATH MiK BaMH,
1 uepe3 CBOIO CIAOKICTh 51 BiIBEPHYJIACS Bijl piJHOT MOEI IiBUMH-
ku. Tpu poku mprxoByBaja Bijg TeOe 11 iCHyBaHHS, ajie JIUCTY-
Bajiacs 3 HsHEIO Ta 3HaJA, IO 3 JIIBYUMHKOIO Bce rapasia. OgHak
OCTaHHIM YaCcOM Y MeHe 3’IBUJIOCs HeriepeOopHe OaxxaHH s moda-
YUTH CBOIO TUTHHY. S Ooposacs 3 HAM, ajie MapHo. | xoua 3Hana,
11O 116 PU3MKOBAHO, 3BAKMIIACS HA Te, MO0 JIIBYMHKY IMPUBE3IN
CIO/IY, HEXal XOY Ha K1JIbKa TMKHIB. § mociiana HAHbLI CTO (PyH-
TiB 1 JaJia 1 BKa3iBKH, sIK IOBOJUTHCS TYT Y KOTEX1, 00 BOHA
MOTJIa 3aTUCS TPOCTOI0 CYCIJIKOIO, [0 SIKOI I HE Malo KOAHOTO
CTOCYHKY. {1 myxe Oosiyacst, ToMy He JJO3BOJIs/Ia BUBOUTH JIUTH-
HY 3 OyAMHKY BjieHb. BAoMa MU 3aBkI1 TPUKPUBAEMO Tid JTMUKO
Ta PYKH: PalToM XTOCh TIOOAUUTH 11 y BIKHO, 1 MOMIUPATHCS IyT-
KM, 1110 TIO CYCIJICTBY 3’ SIBUJIOCSI YOPHE AUTHUHYA. SIKOU 51 MeHIIe
ocrepirasacs, Oyyio 6 HabaraTo po3yMHillie, ajie s BTpadyajia po-
3yM BijI cTpaxy, o0 10 Tebe He IiiIia mpaBa.

Tu nepimm ckaszaB MeHi, 1110 B KOTEI’K1 XTOCh OceJIMBCsl. MeHi
0 3a4yeKaru 10 paHKy, aJie sl He MOIJIa 3aCHYTH BiJl XBUJIIOBAHHS,
1 HapellTi BUMIIUIA HUILIKOM, 3HAIOUH, SIK MILIHO TH CIuIl. Aje



TH 1100AYUB, 110 S BUXOOWIA, 1 3 IILOTO MOYAIMCH BCl MOI Hera-
pa3au. HactynHoro qHsi MeHi 10BeI0Cs BiIJaTvCsl Ha TBOIO MU-
JICTB, 1 TU IIUIIXETHO BUPILLIMB HE JONUTYBATUCA. AJle HA TPETIN
JIeHb, KOJIM T YBIpBaBCsl B KOTE/IK 13 TOJIOBHOTO BXO/Y, HSIHbKA
3 TUTUHOIO JIe[ib BCTUTJIM BTEKTH KPi3b 3amacHi asepi. I ock cho-
TOJIHI TH BCE JIi3HABCS, 1 51 MUTAI0 Tebe: 1Mo 3 HaMHu Teriep Oyrie —
31 MHOIO Ta MOEIO TUTUHOIO?

BoHna crucHyna pyku i1 yekasia Ha BiJIIIOBifb.

JBi moerux xpunuau [ panT MyHpPO He MOPYIIyBaB MOBYAH-
Ky, @ KOJIM BiH 03BaBc, 1ie OyJ1a Taka BiINOBi/Ib, 1110 MEHi 1 3apa3
MPUEMHO 11 3rajaty. BiH miHAB AIBYMHKY, MOLITYBAB 1 MOTIM,
TPUMAIOUH 11 Ha PYIIi, TPOCTATHYB 1HINY APYKUHI i OOEpHYBCS
JI0 IBEpei.

— Hawm Oyze 3pyuHiiiie TOroBOpUTH PO BCE BIOMA, — CKa3aB
BIH. — 4 He gyxe xopoia moauHa, Eddi, ane, MeH1 3qaeTbes,
BCE K TaKW Kpalluil, HiX TH rajaa.

Mu 3 ['oimcom npoBenu 1X 10 MOBOPOTY, 1, KOJIM BUMIIUIA Ha
JIOPOTy, Miil IPUSATENIb CMUKHYB MEHE 32 PYKaB.

— l'agato, — ckasaB BiH, — y JIOHIOHI Bij1 Hac Oyjie OijbIie KO-
pucTi, Hix y HopOepi.

[po 1ieit BUMa 0K BiH HE CKa3aB Hi CJIOBa OUIbINE aX 1O ITi3-
HbOI HOUi, KOJIM, B3SIBIIIU 3alajieHy CBiUKY, OOEpHYBCs JIO JIBE-
peit, o0 MiTH B CBOIO CMAJIBHIO.

— Barcone, — 3pOHUB BiH, — SIKIII0 BaM KOJIMCh 3[]aCThCSI, 1110
s 3aHAJITO TTOKJIaJal0Csl Ha CBOI 3410HOCTI a00 MpUALISIIO CIIpaBi
MEHIIIe yBaru, Hi’k BOHA TOTO 3aCTyroOBY€, Oy/b JIacKa, MIECMHITh



MeHi Ha Byxo: «HopOep», 1 51 Oymy 3a 11e HaI3BUYAHO BISTYHUA.



The Yellow Face

[In publishing these short sketches based upon the numerous
cases in which my companion’s singular gifts have made us the
listeners to, and eventually the actors in, some strange drama,
it is only natural that I should dwell rather upon his successes
than upon his failures. And this not so much for the sake of his
reputation — for, indeed, it was when he was at his wits’ end that
his energy and his versatility were most admirable — but because
where he failed it happened too often that no one else succeeded,
and that the tale was left forever without a conclusion. Now and
again, however, it chanced that even when he erred, the truth was
still discovered. I have noted of some half-dozen cases of the
kind; the Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual and that which I am
about to recount are the two which present the strongest features
of interest.]

Sherlock Holmes was a man who seldom took exercise for
exercise’s sake. Few men were capable of greater muscular
effort, and he was undoubtedly one of the finest oxers of his
weight that I have ever seen; but he looked upon aimless bodily
exertion as a waste of energy, and he seldom bestirred himself
save when there was some professional object to be served. Then
he was absolutely untiring and indefatigable. That he should have
kept himself in training under such circumstances is remarkable,
but his diet was usually of the sparest, and his habits were simple



to the verge of austerity. Save for the occasional use of cocaine,
he had no vices, and he only turned to the drug as a protest
against the monotony of existence when cases were scanty and
the papers uninteresting.

One day in early spring he had so far relaxed as to go for a walk
with me in the Park, where the first faint shoots of green were
breaking out upon the elms, and the sticky spear-heads of the
chestnuts were just beginning to burst into their five-fold leaves.
For two hours we rambled about together, in silence for the most
part, as befits two men who know each other intimately. It was
nearly five before we were back in Baker Street once more.

“Beg pardon, sir,” said our page-boy, as he opened the door.
“There’s been a gentleman here asking for you, sir.”

Holmes glanced reproachfully at me. “So much for afternoon
walks!” said he. “Has this gentleman gone, then?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Didn’t you ask him in?”

“Yes, sir; he came in.”

“How long did he wait?”

“Half an hour, sir. He was a very restless gentleman, sir, a-
walkin’ and a-stampin’ all the time he was here. I was waitin’
outside the door, sir, and I could hear him. At last he outs into the
passage, and he cries, ‘Is that man never goin’ to come?” Those
were his very words, sir. “You’ll only need to wait a little longer,’
says 1. “Then I'll wait in the open air, for I feel half choked,” says
he. ‘T'll be back before long.” And with that he ups and he outs,



and all I could say wouldn’t hold him back.”

“Well, well, you did your best,” said Holmes, as we walked
into our room. “It’s very annoying, though, Watson. I was badly
in need of a case, and this looks, from the man’s impatience, as
if it were of importance. Hullo! That’s not your pipe on the table.
He must have left his behind him. a nice old brier with a good
long stem of what the tobacconists call amber. I wonder how
many real amber mouthpieces there are in London? Some people
think that a fly in it is a sign. Well, he must have been disturbed
in his mind to leave a pipe behind him which he evidently values
highly.”

“How do you know that he values it highly?” I asked.

“Well, I should put the original cost of the pipe at seven and
sixpence. Now it has, you see, been twice mended, once in the
wooden stem and once in the amber. Each of these mends, done,
as you observe, with silver bands, must have cost more than the
pipe did originally. The man must value the pipe highly when he
prefers to patch it up rather than buy a new one with the same
money.”

“Anything else?” 1 asked, for Holmes was turning the pipe
about in his hand, and staring at it in his peculiar pensive way.

He held it up and tapped on it with his long, thin fore-finger,
as a professor might who was lecturing on a bone.

“Pipes are occasionally of extraordinary interest,” said he.
“Nothing has more individuality, save perhaps watches and
bootlaces. The indications here, however, are neither very



marked nor very important. The owner is obviously a muscular
man, left-handed, with an excellent set of teeth, careless in his
habits, and with no need to practise economy.”

My friend threw out the information in a very offhand way,
but I saw that he cocked his eye at me to see if I had followed
his reasoning.

“You think a man must be well-to-do if he smokes a seven-
shilling pipe,” said I.

“This is Grosvenor mixture at eightpence an ounce,” Holmes
answered, knocking a little out on his palm. “As he might get
an excellent smoke for half the price, he has no need to practise
economy.”

“And the other points?”

“He has been in the habit of lighting his pipe at lamps and
gas-jets. You can see that it is quite charred all down one side.
Of course a match could not have done that. Why should a man
hold a match to the side of his pipe? But you cannot light it at a
lamp without getting the bowl charred. And it is all on the right
side of the pipe. From that I gather that he is a left-handed man.
You hold your own pipe to the lamp, and see how naturally you,
being right-handed, hold the left side to the flame. You might
do it once the other way, but not as a constancy. This has always
been held so. Then he has bitten through his amber. It takes a
muscular, energetic fellow, and one with a good set of teeth, to
do that. But if I am not mistaken I hear him upon the stair, so we
shall have something more interesting than his pipe to study.”



An instant later our door opened, and a tall young man entered
the room. He was well but quietly dressed in a dark gray suit, and
carried a brown wide-awake in his hand. I should have put him
at about thirty, though he was really some years older.

“I beg your pardon,” said he, with some embarrassment; “I
suppose I should have knocked. Yes, of course I should have
knocked. The fact is that I am a little upset, and you must put
it all down to that.” He passed his hand over his forehead like a
man who is half dazed, and then fell rather than sat down upon
a chair.

“I can see that you have not slept for a night or two,” said
Holmes, in his easy, genial way. “That tries a man’s nerves more
than work, and more even than pleasure. May I ask how I can
help you?”

“I wanted your advice, sir. I don’t know what to do and my
whole life seems to have gone to pieces.”

“You wish to employ me as a consulting detective?”

“Not that only. I want your opinion as a judicious man — as a
man of the world. I want to know what I ought to do next. I hope
to God you’ll be able to tell me.”

He spoke in little, sharp, jerky outbursts, and it seemed to me
that to speak at all was very painful to him, and that his will all
through was overriding his inclinations.

“It’s a very delicate thing,” said he. “One does not like to speak
of one’s domestic affairs to strangers. It seems dreadful to discuss
the conduct of one’s wife with two men whom I have never seen



before. It’s horrible to have to do it. But I've got to the end of my
tether, and I must have advice.”

“My dear Mr. Grant Munro” — began Holmes.

Our visitor sprang from his chair. “What!” he cried, “you
know my name?”

“If you wish to preserve your incognito,” said Holmes,
smiling, “I would suggest that you cease to write your name upon
the lining of your hat, or else that you turn the crown towards
the person whom you are addressing. I was about to say that my
friend and I have listened to a good many strange secrets in this
room, and that we have had the good fortune to bring peace to
many troubled souls. I trust that we may do as much for you.
Might I beg you, as time may prove to be of importance, to
furnish me with the facts of your case without further delay?”

Our visitor again passed his hand over his forehead, as if he
found it bitterly hard. From every gesture and expression I could
see that he was a reserved, self-contained man, with a dash of
pride in his nature, more likely to hide his wounds than to expose
them. Then suddenly, with a fierce gesture of his closed hand,
like one who throws reserve to the winds, he began.

“The facts are these, Mr. Holmes,” said he. “I am a married
man, and have been so for three years. During that time my wife
and I have loved each other as fondly and lived as happily as any
two that ever were joined. We have not had a difference, not one,
in thought or word or deed. And now, since last Monday, there
has suddenly sprung up a barrier between us, and I find that there



is something in her life and in her thought of which I know as
little as if she were the woman who brushes by me in the street.
We are estranged, and I want to know why.

“Now there is one thing that I want to impress upon you before
I go any further, Mr. Holmes. Effie loves me. Don’t let there be
any mistake about that. She loves me with her whole heart and
soul, and never more than now. I know it. I feel it. I don’t want
to argue about that. a man can tell easily enough when a woman
loves him. But there’s this secret between us, and we can never
be the same until it is cleared.”

“Kindly let me have the facts, Mr. Munro,” said Holmes, with
some impatience.

“I'll tell you what I know about Effie’s history. She was a
widow when I met her first, though quite young — only twenty-
five. Her name then was Mrs. Hebron. She went out to America
when she was young, and lived in the town of Atlanta, where
she married this Hebron, who was a lawyer with a good practice.
They had one child, but the yellow fever broke out badly in the
place, and both husband and child died of it. I have seen his death
certificate. This sickened her of America, and she came back to
live with a maiden aunt at Pinner, in Middlesex. I may mention
that her husband had left her comfortably off, and that she had a
capital of about four thousand five hundred pounds, which had
been so well invested by him that it returned an average of seven
per cent. She had only been six months at Pinner when I met
her; we fell in love with each other, and we married a few weeks



afterwards.

“I am a hop merchant myself, and as I have an income of seven
or eight hundred, we found ourselves comfortably off, and took
a nice eighty-pound-a-year villa at Norbury. Our little place was
very countrified, considering that it is so close to town. We had
an inn and two houses a little above us, and a single cottage at
the other side of the field which faces us, and except those there
were no houses until you got half way to the station. My business
took me into town at certain seasons, but in summer I had less
to do, and then in our country home my wife and I were just as
happy as could be wished. I tell you that there never was a shadow
between us until this accursed affair began.

“There’s one thing I ought to tell you before I go further. When
we married, my wife made over all her property to me — rather
against my will, for I saw how awkward it would be if my business
affairs went wrong. However, she would have it so, and it was
done. Well, about six weeks ago she came to me.

“’Jack,” said she, ‘when you took my money you said that if
ever I wanted any I was to ask you for it.’

“’Certainly,” said I. ‘It’s all your own.’

“’Well,” said she, ‘I want a hundred pounds.’

“I was a bit staggered at this, for I had imagined it was simply
a new dress or something of the kind that she was after.

“’What on earth for? I asked.

“’0Oh,’ said she, in her playful way, ‘you said that you were
only my banker, and bankers never ask questions, you know.’



“’If you really mean it, of course you shall have the money,’
said I.

“’Oh, yes, I really mean it.’

“’And you won’t tell me what you want it for?’

“’Some day, perhaps, but not just at present, Jack.’

“So I had to be content with that, though it was the first time
that there had ever been any secret between us. I gave her a check,
and I never thought any more of the matter. It may have nothing
to do with what came afterwards, but I thought it only right to
mention it.

“Well, I told you just now that there is a cottage not far from
our house. There is just a field between us, but to reach it you
have to go along the road and then turn down a lane. Just beyond
it is a nice little grove of Scotch firs, and I used to be very fond
of strolling down there, for trees are always a neighborly kind of
things. The cottage had been standing empty this eight months,
and it was a pity, for it was a pretty two storied place, with an
old-fashioned porch and honeysuckle about it. I have stood many
a time and thought what a neat little homestead it would make.

“Well, last Monday evening I was taking a stroll down that
way, when I met an empty van coming up the lane, and saw a
pile of carpets and things lying about on the grass-plot beside the
porch. It was clear that the cottage had at last been let. I walked
past it, and wondered what sort of folk they were who had come
to live so near us. And as I looked I suddenly became aware that
a face was watching me out of one of the upper windows.



“I don’t know what there was about that face, Mr. Holmes,
but it seemed to send a chill right down my back. I was some
little way off, so that I could not make out the features, but
there was something unnatural and inhuman about the face. That
was the impression that I had, and I moved quickly forwards
to get a nearer view of the person who was watching me. But
as I did so the face suddenly disappeared, so suddenly that it
seemed to have been plucked away into the darkness of the room.
I stood for five minutes thinking the business over, and trying
to analyze my impressions. I could not tell if the face were that
of a man or a woman. It had been too far from me for that.
But its color was what had impressed me most. It was of a livid
chalky white, and with something set and rigid about it which
was shockingly unnatural. So disturbed was I that I determined to
see a little more of the new inmates of the cottage. I approached
and knocked at the door, which was instantly opened by a tall,
gaunt woman with a harsh, forbidding face.

“’What may you be wantin’?” she asked, in a Northern accent.

“’T am your neighbor over yonder,” said I, nodding towards
my house. ‘I see that you have only just moved in, so I thought
that if I could be of any help to you in any -’

“’Ay, we’ll just ask ye when we want ye,” said she, and shut
the door in my face. Annoyed at the churlish rebuff, I turned
my back and walked home. All evening, though I tried to think
of other things, my mind would still turn to the apparition at
the window and the rudeness of the woman. I determined to



say nothing about the former to my wife, for she is a nervous,
highly strung woman, and I had no wish that she would share the
unpleasant impression which had been produced upon myself. I
remarked to her, however, before I fell asleep, that the cottage
was now occupied, to which she returned no reply.

“I am usually an extremely sound sleeper. It has been a
standing jest in the family that nothing could ever wake me
during the night. And yet somehow on that particular night,
whether it may have been the slight excitement produced by
my little adventure or not I know not, but I slept much more
lightly than usual. Half in my dreams I was dimly conscious
that something was going on in the room, and gradually became
aware that my wife had dressed herself and was slipping on
her mantle and her bonnet. My lips were parted to murmur out
some sleepy words of surprise or remonstrance at this untimely
preparation, when suddenly my half-opened eyes fell upon her
face, illuminated by the candle-light, and astonishment held me
dumb. She wore an expression such as I had never seen before —
such as I should have thought her incapable of assuming. She was
deadly pale and breathing fast, glancing furtively towards the bed
as she fastened her mantle, to see if she had disturbed me. Then,
thinking that I was still asleep, she slipped noiselessly from the
room, and an instant later I heard a sharp creaking which could
only come from the hinges of the front door. I sat up in bed and
rapped my knuckles against the rail to make certain that 1 was
truly awake. Then I took my watch from under the pillow. It was



three in the morning. What on this earth could my wife be doing
out on the country road at three in the morning?

“I had sat for about twenty minutes turning the thing over in
my mind and trying to find some possible explanation. The more
I thought, the more extraordinary and inexplicable did it appear.
I was still puzzling over it when I heard the door gently close
again, and her footsteps coming up the stairs.

“’Where in the world have you been, Effie?’ I asked as she
entered.

“She gave a violent start and a kind of gasping cry when I
spoke, and that cry and start troubled me more than all the rest,
for there was something indescribably guilty about them. My
wife had always been a woman of a frank, open nature, and it
gave me a chill to see her slinking into her own room, and crying
out and wincing when her own husband spoke to her.

“”You awake, Jack!” she cried, with a nervous laugh. ‘Why, 1
thought that nothing could awake you.’

“’Where have you been?’ I asked, more sternly.

“’I don’t wonder that you are surprised,” said she, and I could
see that her fingers were trembling as she undid the fastenings of
her mantle. ‘Why, I never remember having done such a thing in
my life before. The fact is that I felt as though I were choking,
and had a perfect longing for a breath of fresh air. I really think
that I should have fainted if I had not gone out. I stood at the
door for a few minutes, and now I am quite myself again.’

“All the time that she was telling me this story she never once



looked in my direction, and her voice was quite unlike her usual
tones. It was evident to me that she was saying what was false.
I said nothing in reply, but turned my face to the wall, sick at
heart, with my mind filled with a thousand venomous doubts and
suspicions. What was it that my wife was concealing from me?
Where had she been during that strange expedition? I felt that I
should have no peace until I knew, and yet I shrank from asking
her again after once she had told me what was false. All the rest
of the night I tossed and tumbled, framing theory after theory,
each more unlikely than the last.

“I should have gone to the City that day, but I was too
disturbed in my mind to be able to pay attention to business
matters. My wife seemed to be as upset as myself, and I could
see from the little questioning glances which she kept shooting at
me that she understood that I disbelieved her statement, and that
she was at her wits’ end what to do. We hardly exchanged a word
during breakfast, and immediately afterwards I went out for a
walk, that I might think the matter out in the fresh morning air.

“I went as far as the Crystal Palace, spent an hour in the
grounds, and was back in Norbury by one o’clock. It happened
that my way took me past the cottage, and I stopped for an instant
to look at the windows, and to see if I could catch a glimpse of
the strange face which had looked out at me on the day before.
As I stood there, imagine my surprise, Mr. Holmes, when the
door suddenly opened and my wife walked out.

“I was struck dumb with astonishment at the sight of her; but



my emotions were nothing to those which showed themselves
upon her face when our eyes met. She seemed for an instant to
wish to shrink back inside the house again; and then, seeing how
useless all concealment must be, she came forward, with a very
white face and frightened eyes which belied the smile upon her
lips.

“’Ah, Jack,’ she said, ‘I have just been in to see if I can be of
any assistance to our new neighbors. Why do you look at me like
that, Jack? You are not angry with me?’

“’So,’ said I, ‘this is where you went during the night.’

“’What do you mean? she cried.

“’You came here. I am sure of it. Who are these people, that
you should visit them at such an hour?’

“’I have not been here before.’

“’How can you tell me what you know is false?’ I cried. “Your
very voice changes as you speak. When have I ever had a secret
from you? I shall enter that cottage, and I shall probe the matter
to the bottom.

“’No, no, Jack, for God’s sake!’ she gasped, in uncontrollable
emotion. Then, as I approached the door, she seized my sleeve
and pulled me back with convulsive strength.

“’T implore you not to do this, Jack,” she cried. ‘I swear that
I will tell you everything some day, but nothing but misery can
come of it if you enter that cottage.” Then, as I tried to shake her
off, she clung to me in a frenzy of entreaty.

“’Trust me, Jack!” she cried. “Trust me only this once. You will



never have cause to regret it. You know that I would not have a
secret from you if it were not for your own sake. Our whole lives
are at stake in this. If you come home with me, all will be well.
If you force your way into that cottage, all is over between us.’

“There was such earnestness, such despair, in her manner that
her words arrested me, and I stood irresolute before the door.

“’T will trust you on one condition, and on one condition only,’
said I at last. ‘It is that this mystery comes to an end from now.
You are at liberty to preserve your secret, but you must promise
me that there shall be no more nightly visits, no more doings
which are kept from my knowledge. I am willing to forget those
which are passed if you will promise that there shall be no more
in the future.’

“’T was sure that you would trust me,” she cried, with a great
sigh of relief. ‘It shall be just as you wish. Come away — oh, come
away up to the house.’

“Still pulling at my sleeve, she led me away from the cottage.
As we went I glanced back, and there was that yellow livid face
watching us out of the upper window. What link could there be
between that creature and my wife? Or how could the coarse,
rough woman whom I had seen the day before be connected with
her? It was a strange puzzle, and yet I knew that my mind could
never know ease again until I had solved it.

“For two days after this I stayed at home, and my wife
appeared to abide loyally by our engagement, for, as far as |
know, she never stirred out of the house. On the third day,



however, I had ample evidence that her solemn promise was not
enough to hold her back from this secret influence which drew
her away from her husband and her duty.

“I had gone into town on that day, but I returned by the 2.40
instead of the 3.36, which is my usual train. As I entered the
house the maid ran into the hall with a startled face.

“’Where is your mistress?’ I asked.

“’I think that she has gone out for a walk,” she answered.

“My mind was instantly filled with suspicion. I rushed upstairs
to make sure that she was not in the house. As I did so I happened
to glance out of one of the upper windows, and saw the maid with
whom I had just been speaking running across the field in the
direction of the cottage. Then of course I saw exactly what it all
meant. My wife had gone over there, and had asked the servant to
call her if I should return. Tingling with anger, I rushed down and
hurried across, determined to end the matter once and forever.
I saw my wife and the maid hurrying back along the lane, but
I did not stop to speak with them. In the cottage lay the secret
which was casting a shadow over my life. I vowed that, come what
might, it should be a secret no longer. I did not even knock when
I reached it, but turned the handle and rushed into the passage.

“It was all still and quiet upon the ground floor. In the kitchen
a kettle was singing on the fire, and a large black cat lay coiled
up in the basket; but there was no sign of the woman whom I had
seen before. I ran into the other room, but it was equally deserted.
Then I rushed up the stairs, only to find two other rooms empty



and deserted at the top. There was no one at all in the whole
house. The furniture and pictures were of the most common and
vulgar description, save in the one chamber at the window of
which I had seen the strange face. That was comfortable and
elegant, and all my suspicions rose into a fierce bitter flame
when I saw that on the mantelpiece stood a copy of a fell-length
photograph of my wife, which had been taken at my request only
three months ago.

“I stayed long enough to make certain that the house was
absolutely empty. Then I left it, feeling a weight at my heart such
as I had never had before. My wife came out into the hall as I
entered my house; but I was too hurt and angry to speak with
her, and pushing past her, I made my way into my study. She
followed me, however, before I could close the door.

“’T am sorry that I broke my promise, Jack,” said she; ‘but if
you knew all the circumstances I am sure that you would forgive
me.’

“’Tell me everything, then,” said I.

“’T cannot, Jack, I cannot,” she cried.

“’Until you tell me who it is that has been living in that cottage,
and who it is to whom you have given that photograph, there can
never be any confidence between us,” said I, and breaking away
from her, I left the house. That was yesterday, Mr. Holmes, and I
have not seen her since, nor do I know anything more about this
strange business. It is the first shadow that has come between us,
and it has so shaken me that I do not know what I should do for



the best. Suddenly this morning it occurred to me that you were
the man to advise me, so I have hurried to you now, and I place
myself unreservedly in your hands. If there is any point which I
have not made clear, pray question me about it. But, above all,
tell me quickly what I am to do, for this misery is more than I
can bear.”

Holmes and I had listened with the utmost interest to this
extraordinary statement, which had been delivered in the jerky,
broken fashion of a man who is under the influence of extreme
emotions. My companion sat silent for some time, with his chin
upon his hand, lost in thought.

“Tell me,” said he at last, “could you swear that this was a
man’s face which you saw at the window?”

“Each time that I saw it I was some distance away from it, so
that it is impossible for me to say.”

“You appear, however, to have been disagreeably impressed
by it.”

“It seemed to be of an unnatural color, and to have a strange
rigidity about the features. When I approached, it vanished with
a jerk.”

“How long is it since your wife asked you for a hundred
pounds?”

“Nearly two months.”

“Have you ever seen a photograph of her first husband?”

“No; there was a great fire at Atlanta very shortly after his
death, and all her papers were destroyed.”



“And yet she had a certificate of death. You say that you saw
it.”

“Yes; she got a duplicate after the fire.”

“Did you ever meet anyone who knew her in America?”

“No.”

“Did she ever talk of revisiting the place?”

“No.”

“Or get letters from it?”

“No.”

“Thank you. I should like to think over the matter a little now.
If the cottage is now permanently deserted we may have some
difficulty. If, on the other hand, as I fancy is more likely, the
inmates were warned of your coming, and left before you entered
yesterday, then they may be back now, and we should clear it all
up easily. Let me advise you, then, to return to Norbury, and to
examine the windows of the cottage again. If you have reason to
believe that it is inhabited, do not force your way in, but send a
wire to my friend and me. We shall be with you within an hour
of receiving it, and we shall then very soon get to the bottom of
the business.”

“And if it is still empty?”

“In that case I shall come out tomorrow and talk it over with
you. Goodby; and, above all, do not fret until you know that you
really have a cause for it.”

“I am afraid that this is a bad business, Watson,” said my
companion, as he returned after accompanying Mr. Grant Munro



to the door. “What do you make of it?”

“It had an ugly sound,” I answered.

“Yes. There’s blackmail in it, or I am much mistaken.”

“And who is the blackmailer?”

“Well, it must be the creature who lives in the only
comfortable room in the place, and has her photograph above
his fireplace. Upon my word, Watson, there is something very
attractive about that livid face at the window, and I would not
have missed the case for worlds.”

“You have a theory?”

“Yes, a provisional one. But I shall be surprised if it does
not turn out to be correct. This woman’s first husband is in that
cottage.”

“Why do you think so0?”

“How else can we explain her frenzied anxiety that her
second one should not enter it? The facts, as I read them, are
something like this: This woman was married in America. Her
husband developed some hateful qualities; or shall we say that
he contracted some loathsome disease, and became a leper or an
imbecile? She flies from him at last, returns to England, changes
her name, and starts her life, as she thinks, afresh. She has been
married three years, and believes that her position is quite secure,
having shown her husband the death certificate of some man
whose name she has assumed, when suddenly her whereabouts
is discovered by her first husband; or, we may suppose, by some
unscrupulous woman who has attached herself to the invalid.



They write to the wife, and threaten to come and expose her. She
asks for a hundred pounds, and endeavors to buy them off. They
come 1n spite of it, and when the husband mentions casually to
the wife that there are new-comers in the cottage, she knows in
some way that they are her pursuers. She waits until her husband
is asleep, and then she rushes down to endeavor to persuade them
to leave her in peace. Having no success, she goes again next
morning, and her husband meets her, as he has told us, as she
comes out. She promises him then not to go there again, but
two days afterwards the hope of getting rid of those dreadful
neighbors was too strong for her, and she made another attempt,
taking down with her the photograph which had probably been
demanded from her. In the midst of this interview the maid
rushed in to say that the master had come home, on which the
wife, knowing that he would come straight down to the cottage,
hurried the inmates out at the back door, into the grove of fir-
trees, probably, which was mentioned as standing near. In this
way he found the place deserted. I shall be very much surprised,
however, if it is still so when he reconnoitres it this evening. What
do you think of my theory?”

“It is all surmise.”

“But at least it covers all the facts. When new facts come to
our knowledge which cannot be covered by it, it will be time
enough to reconsider it. We can do nothing more until we have
a message from our friend at Norbury.”

But we had not a very long time to wait for that. It came just



as we had finished our tea. “The cottage is still tenanted,” it said.
“Have seen the face again at the window. Will meet the seven
o’clock train, and will take no steps until you arrive.”

He was waiting on the platform when we stepped out, and we
could see in the light of the station lamps that he was very pale,
and quivering with agitation.

“They are still there, Mr. Holmes,” said he, laying his hand
hard upon my friend’s sleeve. “I saw lights in the cottage as I
came down. We shall settle it now once and for all.”

“What is your plan, then?” asked Holmes, as he walked down
the dark tree-lined road.

“I am going to force my way in and see for myself who is in
the house. I wish you both to be there as witnesses.”

“You are quite determined to do this, in spite of your wife’s
warning that it is better that you should not solve the mystery?”

“Yes, I am determined.”

“Well, I think that you are in the right. Any truth is better than
indefinite doubt. We had better go up at once. Of course, legally,
we are putting ourselves hopelessly in the wrong; but I think that
it is worth it.”

It was a very dark night, and a thin rain began to fall as we
turned from the high road into a narrow lane, deeply rutted,
with hedges on either side. Mr. Grant Munro pushed impatiently
forward, however, and we stumbled after him as best we could.

“There are the lights of my house,” he murmured, pointing to
a glimmer among the trees. “And here is the cottage which I am



going to enter.”

We turned a corner in the lane as he spoke, and there was
the building close beside us. a yellow bar falling across the
black foreground showed that the door was not quite closed, and
one window in the upper story was brightly illuminated. As we
looked, we saw a dark blur moving across the blind.

“There is that creature!” cried Grant Munro. “You can see for
yourselves that someone is there. Now follow me, and we shall
soon know all.”

We approached the door; but suddenly a woman appeared out
of the shadow and stood in the golden track of the lamp-light. I
could not see her face in the darkness, but her arms were thrown
out in an attitude of entreaty.

“For God’s sake, don’t Jack!” she cried. “I had a presentiment
that you would come this evening. Think better of it, dear! Trust
me again, and you will never have cause to regret it.”

“I have trusted you too long, Effie,” he cried, sternly. “Leave
go of me! I must pass you. My friends and I are going to settle
this matter once and forever!” He pushed her to one side, and
we followed closely after him. As he threw the door open an old
woman ran out in front of him and tried to bar his passage, but
he thrust her back, and an instant afterwards we were all upon
the stairs. Grant Munro rushed into the lighted room at the top,
and we entered at his heels.

It was a cosey, well-furnished apartment, with two candles
burning upon the table and two upon the mantelpiece. In the



corner, stooping over a desk, there sat what appeared to be a
little girl. Her face was turned away as we entered, but we could
see that she was dressed in a red frock, and that she had long
white gloves on. As she whisked round to us, I gave a cry of
surprise and horror. The face which she turned towards us was
of the strangest livid tint, and the features were absolutely devoid
of any expression. An instant later the mystery was explained.
Holmes, with a laugh, passed his hand behind the child’s ear, a
mask peeled off from her countenance, and there was a little coal
black negress, with all her white teeth flashing in amusement
at our amazed faces. I burst out laughing, out of sympathy with
her merriment; but Grant Munro stood staring, with his hand
clutching his throat.

“My God!” he cried. “What can be the meaning of this?”

“I'will tell you the meaning of it,” cried the lady, sweeping into
the room with a proud, set face. “You have forced me, against
my own judgment, to tell you, and now we must both make the
best of it. My husband died at Atlanta. My child survived.”

“Your child?”

She drew a large silver locket from her bosom. “You have
never seen this open.”

“I understood that it did not open.”

She touched a spring, and the front hinged back. There was
a portrait within of a man strikingly handsome and intelligent-
looking, but bearing unmistakable signs upon his features of his
African descent.



“That is John Hebron, of Atlanta,” said the lady, “and a nobler
man never walked the earth. I cut myself off from my race in
order to wed him, but never once while he lived did I for an
instant regret it. It was our misfortune that our only child took
after his people rather than mine. It is often so in such matches,
and little Lucy is darker far than ever her father was. But dark or
fair, she is my own dear little girlie, and her mother’s pet.” The
little creature ran across at the words and nestled up against the
lady’s dress. “When I left her in America,” she continued, “it was
only because her health was weak, and the change might have
done her harm. She was given to the care of a faithful Scotch
woman who had once been our servant. Never for an instant did I
dream of disowning her as my child. But when chance threw you
in my way, Jack, and I learned to love you, I feared to tell you
about my child. God forgive me, I feared that I should lose you,
and I had not the courage to tell you. I had to choose between
you, and in my weakness I turned away from my own little girl.
For three years I have kept her existence a secret from you, but
I heard from the nurse, and I knew that all was well with her.
At last, however, there came an overwhelming desire to see the
child once more. I struggled against it, but in vain. Though I knew
the danger, I determined to have the child over, if it were but for
a few weeks. I sent a hundred pounds to the nurse, and I gave
her instructions about this cottage, so that she might come as
a neighbor, without my appearing to be in any way connected
with her. I pushed my precautions so far as to order her to keep



the child in the house during the daytime, and to cover up her
little face and hands so that even those who might see her at the
window should not gossip about there being a black child in the
neighborhood. If I had been less cautious I might have been more
wise, but I was half crazy with fear that you should learn the truth.

“It was you who told me first that the cottage was occupied.
I should have waited for the morning, but I could not sleep for
excitement, and so at last I slipped out, knowing how difficult it
is to awake you. But you saw me go, and that was the beginning
of my troubles. Next day you had my secret at your mercy, but
you nobly refrained from pursuing your advantage. Three days
later, however, the nurse and child only just escaped from the
back door as you rushed in at the front one. And now to-night
you at last know all, and I ask you what is to become of us, my
child and me?” She clasped her hands and waited for an answer.

It was a long ten minutes before Grant Munro broke the
silence, and when his answer came it was one of which I love to
think. He lifted the little child, kissed her, and then, still carrying
her, he held his other hand out to his wife and turned towards
the door.

“We can talk it over more comfortably at home,” said he. “I
am not a very good man, Effie, but I think that I am a better one
than you have given me credit for being.”

Holmes and I followed them down the lane, and my friend
plucked at my sleeve as we came out.

“I think,” said he, “that we shall be of more use in London



than in Norbury.”

Not another word did he say of the case until late that night,
when he was turning away, with his lighted candle, for his
bedroom.

“Watson,” said he, “if it should ever strike you that I am getting
a little over-confident in my powers, or giving less pains to a case
than it deserves, kindly whisper ‘Norbury’ in my ear, and I shall
be infinitely obliged to you.”



IIpuroau 3i 30J10TUM IEHCHE

Horarku npo Hamry mpaio 1894 poky nomictunucs ax y
TPY BaXKKUX TOMH. MyIily 3i3HaTHCS, 110 MEHI BaXKO BUOpaTu
3 11i€l BeIMYEe3HOI Macy MaTtepiajiB BUTIAIKU, SKi Oyimu O Iika-
BUMHU caMi co0010, ajie 6 BoJHOYAC SIKHANsICKpaBillle BUKPUBAIN
CBOEPIJIHUI TaJIAHT MOT'0 ITpUsiTeis. S Hepilryye ropraio CTOpiH-
KM CBOIX 3anuciB. Och kKaxJIMBUIA BUMAAOK PO YEPBOHY IT ABKY,
110 BUKJIMKAE TIOYYTTS BiJjpa3u, a OCh CTpalllHa CMePTh OaHKipa
Kpoc6i. Toro poky cranacs il Tparesiisi B EniToHi Ta He3BUYaii-
Ha 3HaxiJKa B CTApOBUHHOMY Kyprasi. CkaH/ajbHa CripaBa Ipo
cnaamuHy CmiT-Moprimepa Takox BifOynacs TOmi X, SIK 1 BU-
CTeXeHHs Ta 3aTpuMaHHs ['apera, OyapBapHOro BOWMBIIL, 3a IO
['onMc oTprMaB BASYHOTO JIKCTA BijJl pe3uaeHTa PpaHilil Ta op-
neH [louecHoro neriony. Bcei 1i BUnajaku 3aciyroByloTh yBaru
YUTaviB, aJie 3arajloM MEHI 31a€ThCs, )KOIEH 13 HUX HE € HACT1/Ib-
KM L[IKaBUM, SIK BUMAJOK y Hoxkci-Omn-ruteiic. Maio va yBa3i He
JIMIIIE TPariuHy cMepTh MoJjioforo Bimoy6i CwmiTta, aje i HacTyTI-
Hi TIOfi1, K1 MOKa3aJId MOTUBM 3JI0YMHY I1iJ] HAIPOUY], HE3BU-
YailHUM KyTOM.

OpnHOro BeYopa HapPUKIHII JIECTOnaa (rmoroja OyJ1a OruiaHa,
cripaBxHs Oyps1) MU CHIIM pa3oMm i3 ['oiMcoM y Hariid BiTasb-
Hi Ha Beiikep-cTpuT. S 3armMOMBCs B HAWHOBIIIE JOCITIKESHHS 3
xipyprii, a [Ilepiok HamaraBcst MPOYMTATH 3AJIAIIKYA TIEPBUHHO-



IO TEKCTY Ha MaJIMIICECTi! 3a JIOMOMOroI0 MOTYXHOI JIyrnu. Mu
MOBYAJIH, OCKUJIBKHM KOXEH i3 Hac OyB i3 rOJIOBOIO 3aHYpEeHHH Y
CBOIO cripaBy. Jlo111 JIIOTO MepiliuB y MUOKHU, a BiTEp i3 3aBUBaH-
HsM 1npostitaB no belikep-crput. [uBHO, un He Tak? Mu nepe-
OyBaJI B CAMOMY IIEHTPi MICTa, 1 TBOPiHHS PYK JIIACBKUX OTO-
JyBaJIM HAC i3 yciX OOKiB Ha MOOpi AECATh MUJIb, i BOAHOUAC MU
niepeOyBaJIM B MOJIOHI CTUXil, IS SIKOI BeCh JIOH/IOH — He OiJIbIII,
Hi’k TOPOOUKM KPOTa B YUCTOMY MOJi. S MiidIIoB A0 BikHA ¥
3aJJMBUBCSI HA TIOPOKHIO BY/MIIO. TO TyT, TO TaM APiOHMIUCS
BOTHI BYJIMYHUX JIXTApiB y KaTIOKax Ha OPYKIBII Ta TpOTyapi.
CamorHiit keb BuixaB i3 Okcopa-cTpuT, Kojeca Horo IIocKa-
JIM TI0 KaJIIoXKax.

— ABxex, Barcone, sik 100pe, 1110 TAKOTO Be4Opa HaM He Tpe-
6a BUXOAWUTH, — 3ayBakuB [ 0JIMC, BiIKJIABINM JIyITy Ta 3rOpTaI0-
4K cTapofiaBHii pykonuc. — Ha cboroani romi. Bif 1iiel podotu
JIy’ke BTOMJTIOIOThCsI 04i. Hackinbku st 3Mir po3ioparu, 11e BChbOoro
JIMIIE MOHACTUPCHKI PaxXyHKHU 3 APYrol MOJOBUHU XV CTOJITTS.
CrpuBaiite! A 11e 1110 o3Haua€e? — OCTaHHI CJIOBA BiH MPOMOBMUB,
KOJIY KP13b BUTTS BITPY MU [TOYYJIU TYIIIT KOITUT, a IOTIM CKPETIT
KoJsieca 00 Kpaii Tpotyapy. MalOyTh, ke0, IKUii s1 MoOaYnB yepe3
BIKHO, 3yIIMHUBCS OLJIs1 ABEpel HAIoro OyIUHKY.

— o fiomy moTpiOGHO? — 3AMBYBABCS 51, TOOAYMBIIIH, K XTOCh
BUXOJUTb i3 KeOy.

— IIlo itomy noTpidHO? Xoue OaunTu Hac. A Ham, Miit O1THUT

' Manimnceem — MepramMeHT, Ha SIKOMY CTEpJIM MEPBICHHH TEKCT, a MOBEPX HbOTO
HaITiCaJIi HOBUM.



Batcone, noBeaerscsi osAratu Iviamii, MAaIUKU, Kajomn il yce,
110 BUTa/Iaja JToarHA Ha BUMaaok Heroqu. Crpusaiite! Keb ine!
Toni 111e € Haaid. FIkOM BiH XOTIB, 1100 MU MO1XaJI1 3 HUM, HE CTaB
Ou Bigmyckatu ke0. JloBeeTbcss BaM BiJUMHUTH JBEPI, aJIKe BCi
TIOPsI/THI JIIOAM BKE JIaBHO CIUISITh.

CBITJIO JTaMITH B MEPEATIOKO1 BIAJIO Ha OOIMYYSI HAIIIOTO OITiB-
HiuyHoro rocrs. I s1 ogpasy ioro BrizHaB. Lle 6y Ctenuni ['onkiHc,
MOJIO/IUM, TIEPCTICKTUBHUI JIETEKTHUB, CITy’)KOOBOIO Kap’ €pPOI0 KO-
Tporo ['onmc ayske 1iKaBUBCS.

— Bin ynoma? — nepenuras ['onkiHc.

— IMigifimaiiTecss, Miil JIIOOMIA cep, — TOYYBCS 3rOpH TOJIOC
[epnoka. — CroaiBaiocsi, BU He MOTSITHETE HAC KYJIUCh Y TaKy
HiY.

[icte migHABCS Haropy. Y CBIT/IL JJaMIH WOTO TUIaI BUOJIHC-
KyBaB, Ik MOKpa Jycka. [Toku ['onmc BopymB qpoBa B KaMiHi,
s1 IONIOMaraB JIETEKTUBY PO3JSTaTUCS.

— XomiTh-HO croau, moouii ['ornkidce, 1 morpiitecs OiJist BO-
rHio, — 3anpocuB [llepnok. — Ock curapa, a B HaIIOro IOKTOpa €
YyJOBUM €JIIKCUP 13 raps40l BOAM Ta IUTPUHU. Takol HOUI HEMae
Kkpamux JikiB. [lock gyke BakJMBe BUTHAJIO BAC 13 IOMY B TaKy
HEerony, rnpasaa’?

— Bu He nomununucs, micrepe ['onmc. Akuii s MaB cbOroaHi
JeHb! By unTanu ocTaHHI HOBUHU PO MOKCIIIKACHKY cripaBy?

— OcraHHI HOBMHH, K1 1 CbOTOAHI YUTaB, MOXOIATh 13 XV
CTOJIITTS.

— Hy, e nivoro. IToBigomyieHHs CKJIaga€ThCs JIUIIE 3 OfIHO-



ro adsaily, Ta i y HbOMy Bce TepeOpexayid Tak, 110 BU HIYOro
He BTparuiv. Maio BaM MOBiIOMUTH, IO s HE CHJIIB, CKJIABIIU
pyku. Vokeni mictutbes B Kenri, 3a cim Muuts Big Yerema it 3a
TPU MIJII BiJ 3aJTi3HULIL. Sl OTpUMaB Tesierpamy O TpeTi I’ sITHa-
JMIATh, OyB y Hokcri o IUSITiA, IPOBIB CJIIZICTBO, MTPUIXaB OCTaH-
HiM notsirom 10 JIonoHa i 3i cranuii Yepinr-Kpocc norpsamy-
BaB MPOCTO JIO BaC.

— 3 40r0 51 MOXY 3pOOUTH BUCHOBOK, 1110 BU HE BCE 3pO3yMiIN
B 111 CITpaBi.

— He Bce? Ta s Hiuoro He 3po3ymiB. Takoi 3artyTaHoi cripa-
BU HIKOJIM HE MaB, CIIOYATKY $1 MOJyMaB, 110 BOHA 30BCIM MPO-
CTEHbKa, 1 5 11 JIETKO po3IutyTai. Hemae MOTHBY 3/104MHY, MicTe-
pe 'onmce. Ock 1110 He ja€ MeHi CrIoKo: HeMae MoTuBy ! JllonuHy
BOWJIH, IIHOTO 3arepevyBaTH He MOXKHA, ajle He MOXY 30arHyTH,
XTO Mir 6axaTu XepTBi CMepTi.

['onMc 3aKypHB 1 BIIKMHYBCS B KPiCJIi.

— Po3kagyiite, — 3anponoHyBaB BiH.

— VYci aktu s BUBYMB JOCKOHAIBHO, — noyaB Crenni [orm-
KiHC, — ajie XOTiB OM 3p03yMiTH, 110 BOHM O3HayaioTh. Kimbka
POKiB TOMY Toii 3amichkuii GymuHOK, Mokcni-Ouna-1uieiic, opeH-
JlyBaB OJIH YOJIOBIK, KOTpUH Ha3BaBcs mpodecopom Kopemom.
Bin myxe xBopuii. ToMy JeXuTh y JiKKy a00 IIKYTHJIBrae 3
NaJIMYKOI0 CBOIM MOMEIIKAHHSIM, YaCOM CaJiBHUK BO3UTb HOr0O
y Bi3ouky mapkom. CycifiaMm BiH MMOJ00a€ThCsl, BOHU MOrO HaBi-
IyI0Tb, Mpodecopa BBaKalOTh aBTOpUTETHUM (paxiBuem. Ciyr
HebaraTo — JIITHS eKOHOMKa Micic Mapkep i ciyxuuns Coio-



3eH TepntoH. Bonu kumm B 00iHCTi 3 TOro 4acy, sk rnpodecop
OCEJTBCS TaM, 1 peryTarliio MaoTh Oe3noranny. [Ipodecop mu-
1Ie SKyChb BU€Hy Ipaiyo. [lech pik TOMy BiH BUPILIMB, IO HO-
My moTpiObeH cekpetap. Ilepiii aBa cekperapi He BHOpasHCA,
asie Tperiid, mictep Biutoy6i CMiT, 10HaK, KOTpUM TUTBKU-HO 3a-
KiHUMB YHIBEPCUTET, BUSIBUBCS CaMe TUM, PO KOro mnpodecop
MpisB. BpaHili BiH 3an1MCyBaB Te, 1110 MOMY IMKTYBaB podgecop,
a BBeuepi miadoupaB martepiaj, MOTPIOHUHN 1711 pOOOTH HACTYII-
Horo fHs. Tort CMIT He BUKJIMKAB )OIHUX IMiI03pP: Hi KOJIM BUU-
BCcsl B Anminremi, Hi B KemOpumxki. 1 6aunB xapakTepucTHKH,
3 SIKMX BUIUIMBAE, 1110 BiH 3aBXIY OyB BBIWIMBUM, CITIOKiHUM,
CTapaHHUM CTY/IEHTOM, Y KOTPOTO 30BCiM He OyJ0 HelomiKiB. |
OCh IIPOTO PaHKY Il I0HAaK I'MHe B KaOiHeTi rmpodecopa 3a 00-
CTaBUH, sIKi OJIHO3HAYHO BKa3yIOTh Ha BOUBCTRO.

[onkiHc 3amMOBK. BiTtep ryaiB, i mmOKK KaiOHO nepeHdany
i foro HaTUCKoM. ['onMc 1 51 TakokX MiACYHY/IUCS OvKYe [0
BOTHIO, CJTyXalOuu LiKaBy OMOBIJKY MOJIOIOTO JIETEKTHUBA, SIKY
BiH BUKJI/IaB HEKBAILTUBO Ta MOCIiJOBHO.

— OO0mykaidTe BCl0 AHIUIIO, — MPOJOBXKYBAB BiH, — aje He
3HaMIeTe MPUSI3HIIIIOrO TYPTY JII0fIel, BiATOPOIKEHOTO Bif] Oy/Ib-
AKWX 30BHINIHIX YAHHUKIB. THXKHAMHM HIXTO 3 HAX HE BUXOIUB
3a BopoTa. [Ipodecop 3aHypeHuit y cBOo podoTy, 1 Hi40ro 6ijib-
11€e JIJ1s1 HbOro He icHye. Mononuid CMIT He 3HaB HIKOTO 3 CYCI/IiB,
1 crociO Moro KUTTS Majo UMM BiJpPi3HSBCS BiJ PO3MipeHOTro
KUTTA Tipopecopa. Y KIHOK HEMA€E KOIHUX CIpPaB 32 Mexka-
MU ocenti. Moprimep, KOTpuil BO3uB Ipodecopa y Bi30UKy Map-



KOM, — CTapHil BOSIK Ha TIeHCi1, BeTepaH KpruMchKo1 BiiiHH, Y0OJI0-
BiK 13 0e3710raHHOI0 pernyTarli€io. BiH xuBe He B caMoMy OyIrH-
Ky, a B TPUKIMHAaTHOMY KOTe/IKi 3 iHIIIoro 00Ky napky. bisbiie B
canu6i He Oyno Hikoro. Bapto, omHak, gogarty, 1o 3a CTO sSpiiB
Big Opamu mapky npoxonuthb JIoHmoHchke moce Ha Yerem. Bo-
POTa 3aUMHSIOTHCS Ha KJISIMKY, 1 CTOPOHHBOMY, 3BiCHO, HEBAKKO
NPOHUKHYTH 10 MapKy.

Tenep no3BosibTe MeHi MOBTOpUTH cBiTueHHs Coblo3eH Tep-
JITOH, OCK1JIbKM BOHA €MHA, XTO MOE PO3Ka3aTH I10Ch NEBHE
npo 1o ictopio. Jlech micias cbomol, Ko mpodecop yce e
OyB y JIKKY (y HErofy BiH JIMILIE 3pijiKa BCTaBaB A0 ABAHA/LS-
TO1), BOHA BilllaJia (pipaHKU B CHaJIbHI HAropi, BiKHa IKO1 pO3Mi-
meHi no ¢acagy. [TokoiBka 3aiiMasacs Ha KyXHi SIKUMOCh CBOI-
MU cipaBamu. CMIT IpaiioBaB y CBOIi KiMHATI HAropi; CIyKHU-
151 4yJia, SIK BiH illI0B KOPUOPOM i CITyCTHBCS 10 KaOiHeTy, IKUid
PO3TAlllOBaHUI SIKpa3 Mij] CaJibHElo, JIe BOHA Billlaja ipaHKu.
Coy>xHHMIIS BIIEBHEHa, 1110 11e OyB mictep CMIT, OCKIJIBKY 100pe
pO3Ii3HA€E MOro MBUIKY, pilrydy xony. BoHa He uyna, sk aBepi
KaOiHeTy 3aUMHUWIIUCS, ajie TPUOIM3HO 32 XBUIMHY BHU3Y, Y Ka-
OiHeTi, MPOJTyHaB kaxJMBUW KpUK. Lle OyB XpuTKHii, HECAaMOBH-
THIA BEPECK, TAKUI JIMBHUM 1 HEMPUPOAHUH, IO OyJI0 HE3pPO3Y-
ML1J10, XTO JIEMEHTYE: YOJIOBIK UM kiHKa. Oipa3y nouyBcs IIyXui
yzap Tia 00 MiayIory — TaKWil CUJIBHUM, IO 3aTPEMTIB yBech Oy-
JUHOK, a TIOTIM HacTaja THIla. SIKycb MUTh CIIyKHUIISL HE MOT-
Jla BOPYXHYTHCS BiJl 5kaxy, aJie MOTiM OMPUTOMH1JIA i TPOkKOTrOM
KHMHYJIAcsl BHU3 cxonamu. Bimunaunia aepi kabinery. Momoauii



CwMit sexaB posrnpocTepTuii Ha miaio3i. Cnepily BoHa He Mo-
MiTrJIa Hidoro ocodmmoro. CripoOyBasia MmigHATH HOTro W pari-
TOM TI0OAYMJIa KPOB, IO TeUe 3 PaHU Ha IIWAI HUXKYE TIOTUJIMIIL.
Pana 6yna myxe npiOHa, ane rOoKa, MOKIMBO, 3a4eTUIA COH-
Hy aptepiio. [Topyd Ha KUIMMI JIeKasio i 3HAPSI/IS 3/I0YMHY: HIJK
13 pyKiB’sIM 31 CJIOHOBOI KiCTKM Ta HETHYYKHMM JIE30M J|J15 3pi3aH-
Hs BOCKOBHX MEUaTOK — TaKi YacTO MPUKPAIIAOTh CTAPOBUHHI
HaGopu 11 ucbMa. OUH 13 MOIIOHUX MOCTIHO CTOSIB HA CTOJTI
npocpecopa.

CoysxHutist Bupimmia, mo Cmit Mpelb, ajie Ko oomia Ho-
My 0OMMYYsl BOJOIO 3 Kapadku, TOW Ha MUTh PO3ILTIONIUB OUi.
«[Ipoecope, — mpoOYpMOTIB BiH, — 11e Oyna BoHa». CITyKHUIISA
rOTOBA MPUCITHYTHUCS, 1110 1Ie KOro TouHi cjioBa. Helacuuii Bij-
YaliIyTHO HAMaraBcsl CKa3aTu IIie II0Ch, HaBiTh IMiJHSB MPaBy
PyKy. AJle BOHa Bijipa3y BIaja, i HEMIACHUI OiJIbIlle HE BOPYX-
HYBCS.

IToriM 10 TOKOI0 BOIIIa eKOHOMKA. AJte ocraHHix ciiiB CMmiTa
BOHA He YyJa. 3aymimsiim 0i1s Tina Cblo3eH, EKOHOMKa MOKBa-
nuiacs ao npodecopa. Toit cuaiB y JikKy. ByB cTpaiieHHo cx-
BUJIOBAHUH, 00 TAKOX MOYYB KPHK i 3pO3yMiB, 110 B OYIUHKY
cTayiocs sikech Hemacts. Micic Mapkep rotoBa 3acBiIYMTH i
NPUCATOI0, 1110 Tpodecop OyB y HiUHIN MixkaMi, Ta BiH 1 HE Mir
oasarHyTUCS 6e3 MopTiMepa, KOTpOMY 3BeJIUIM TPUITU O JIBa-
HaausTii. [Tpodecop 3asgBuB, 110 YyB KPUK JeCh Y TTTMOUHI Oy-
JIUHKY, 1 1Ie Bce, 110 BiH 3Ha€. HatomicTh 1 ragku He Mae, sK
TIOACHUTH crioBa cexpetaps: «IIpodecope, 1e Gyma Bona». Mmo-



BipHO, 11e Oyno mapeHHsi. Ha mymky nipoecopa, Cmit Boporis
HE MaB, i B HbOTO U TaJIKM HEMae, IKUMU MOXYTh OyTH MOTH-
BU BOMBCTBa. [lepemycim mpodecop nocias cagiBHuka Mopri-
Mepa 3a MOJIITiEn. A MOTiM KOHCTeOIb 3aKIMKaB MeHe. Hivoro
B OyIMHKY He Yilajid, MOKW He MPUIXaB s, 1 CYBOPO MOMEpe/Iu-
7M1, OO HIXTO HE TOINTAB CTEXKH, IO BEAYTh 0 AOMY. Takum
YMHOM, MicTepe ['osMc, BUnazia yyoBa Haroja 3acTocyBaTH Ha
MIPAKTHIII Bali Teopii. [I71s 1iporo HiYoro He Opaxye.

— Kpim [lepnoka I'onmca, — nogaB Miit TOBapuill JEIIO yif-
mBo. — [apasz, a Tenep mociayxaemo, o TaMm 3poOHIH BU.

— Hacamnepen, micrepe ['onmc, npoiily NOIISIHYTH HA IU1aH
po3TalllyBaHHSI KiMHAT. 3MOxeTe coOi ysSBUTH, Jie pO3TallloBa-
HUIT KaOiHeT rpodecopa i iHIII KiMHATH, 1 BaM Oyjie JieTIiie cTe-
KUTU 32 MOEIO PO3TOBIAIIO.

BiH posropHyB Mamy i po3ctenuB 11 Ha KomiHax ['onmca. S
BcTaB no3any llleproka il Takox 30cepeuBesi Ha JOKYMEHTI.



| e |

— e, 3BicHO, cxeMa, 1 HAMAJTIOBAB JIMIIIE BAXJIMBE 7S CIIpa-
Bu. Pemty Bu nmodauute cami mizHime. [IpumycriMo, 1m0 BOUB-
I MPOHKMK y OyIWHOK 330BHIi. AJie skuM ynHoM? [leBHa pid,
BiH MMPOMIIOB KPi3b MapK aJIE€0 il IPOHUK y OYIUHOK 13 YOpHO-
0 XOJ1y, 3BIJIKU JIETKO MOTPANUTU B KabiHeT. Bynb-akuil iHmmi
IUISAX HAATO CKJIQJHUM. YTEKTH 3JI0YMHELb MIT JIMIIE THUM Ca-
MUM HUISIXOM, OCKUJIBKH JIBA THIIIMX MOXJIMBUX ILISIXU BIACTYITY
Oymu BigpizaHi. OnuH — Chl03eH, BOHA Oiryia Ha Tajiac CXOJaMU.
IHmmii Bege B ciasipHIo Tpodecopa. IIpupoaHo, 1110 BCio yBary s
3BEpHYB Ha aJjielo B mapky. He3a1o0Bro 1o 1poro MIoB JOI, 3eM-
JIsl PO3MOKJIA, 1 CJTi/IA Ha Hid MaJk O BUIHITUCS ITUIKOM YiTKO.

51 ornsIHYB CTEXKKY ¥ 30arHyB, 1110 Malo CIIPaBy 3 00EPEKHUM i
JOCBIIYEHUM 3JI0YMHIIEM. JKOOHUX CiIiB Ha ajiel He BUABWJIIO-



cs! 3aTe XTOCh IMPOMIIIOB ra30HOM, 0O He 3aJIMIIUTH CITi/IiB, Ha
3eMJTi YiTKUX BiJOUTKIB TaKOX He OyJIO, ajie TpaBa MPUM sijIacs,
OTXke, TaM TaKu XTOCh i1moB. Lle mir OyTu juiie BOMBIIA: Hi ca-
JIBHUK, Ta W y3arajii HiXTO 31 CJIyT HE XOJIWUJU BPaHIIl B LIbOMY
MicCILi, a BHOYI JIUB JOIII.

— XBWIBKY, — niepepBas 1oro I'onMc. — A Kyau Bene 1 asnes?

— Ha moce.

— Ckinbku Tpeba UTH Hero, 00 BUIMTH Ha 1oce?

— dApnis cro.

— [punycrimo, 61151 camux BOPIT Ha 1ill anei Oyau ciign. Bu
BIIEBHEHI, 1110 MOMITHAIN O 1X?

— Ha xanb, y 11boMy MicIli ajies BAMOIIIEHa 1EeTJIO0.

— Hy, a Ha moce?

— I Ha moce Hemae cifiiB. BoHO Bce BKpUTE KaiokKaMu.

— Orakoi! A CKaxiTh, SIKIIIO JOCTIAUTH CJIAU HA TPaBl, JIOIU-
Ha HIia 1o OyAMHKY Y4 BiJl HbOTO?

— LIporo He MOXy cka3zaTu. Y ciifiiB He OyJIO SIKUXOCh IEBHUX
o0puciB.

— Cnigy BeIMKOI HOTW Y MaJIEHbKO1?

— Takox He MOXy CKa3aTH.

[onMc IOKHYB SI3UKOM, OOTMYYsI TIOKA3yBaJio, IO BiH HEBJIO-
BOJICHUM.

— Ho11r yce 11e nepiiuTh, 1 BITEP HE 3aTUXA€, — CKa3aB BiH. —
Posmmdgpysatu cniiu, MOXKIMBO, Oyle Bakue, Hik CTapojiaBHIN
pykornuc! Hy mio %, Hidoro He Baieu. Otxe, ['onkiHce, BU BU-
SIBWJTH, 1110 HiYoro He BusiBmd. 1o %k BU micis riporo 3pooum?



— He BBaxarto, 1o Hivoro He BusiBuB, mictrepe ['onmc. [To-nep-
11e, s 3’CyBaB, 110 XTOCh MPOHUK 10 OyIWHKY 330BHi. [Ti3Hire
JOCJIIUB MiJJIory Kopuaopy. Ha Hill J1eXuTh KOKOCOBA ILIMHOB-
Ka, Ha sAKif Hemae xomHux cmifiB. [TotiM mogaBcs 10 KabiHeTYy.
MeOimiB y HbOMY Maiike HeMa€, SIKIIO He OpaTH JI0 yBaru BeJH-
YE3HOro MUChMOBOI'O CTONTY 31 cekperepoM. biuHi nryxnsaaum cek-
perepa OyJiu BUCYHEHi, cepeJHsI X — 3aMKHEHa Ha Kiod. biu-
Hi IIyXJIsAd, MaOyThb, HIKOJIM HE 3aMHUKAJIUCS, 1 B HUX He OyJo
HIYOTO I[IHHOTO. Y cepe/iHil myXJIsai 30epiraau BaxJIUBI mare-
pu, asie BOHU 3auinmiucs Ha Micti. [Tpodgecop 3aneBHuB meHe,
III0 HIYOTO HEe 3HUKJIO. SICHO, 1110 MEeTOW 3710unHY OyB He rpady-
HOK. [ToTiM 51 orsiHYB TiJ10 BOMTOrO0. BOHO Jiekaso Jero JiBiie
BiJI MUCBMOBOTO CTOJTY — IMOTJISIHBTE HAa MO€ KpecieHHs1. Pana Ha
npaBoMy OOIIi 1K1 3aBaHa 33a/1y. SICHO, 1110 BiH HE MiT BUNHUTHU
TaKe CaM.

— SIK11o JmIneHb He BNaB Ha Hik, — BTpyTUBCs [onmc.

— Came tak. MeHi 1ile TakoX crajio Ha AyMKy. AJie HIX Jie-
’KaB Ha BiJCTaHi KiJIbKOX (pyTiB BijJ Tia. OTKe, *KepTBa Ha HikK
He naaana. [lorim 3BepHiTh yBary Ha OCTaHHi cjioBa youroro. I,
HapelTi, y Woro mpasiid pyii OyB 3aTUCHYTHH JyKe BaXJIMBUN
MaTepiaJibHUI JIOKa3.

['onkiHC BUTATHYB i3 KUIIIEH] ManepoBuil nakeTuk. BiH pos-
T'OPHYB HOr'o Ta BUTSTHYB IIEHCHE B 30JI0Til OIpaBi. 3 01HOro 00-
Ky J10 HbOTO OyJ1a MpUK piljieHa MoJIBiHA YOpHA IIOBKOBA IIBOP-
ka. O6uBa 11 KiHIl Oy 00ipBaHi.

— V¥V Cwmirta OyB CTOBiJCOTKOBHUH 3ip, — 3a3HauMB [OnKiHC. —



OTxe, BiH 3ipBaB IIe TICHCHE 3 00IMYYsT BOMBIII.

[lepnok I'onMc y34B NEHCHE U AyKE PETENBHO MOTO OIJIS-
HyB. [loTiM BiH HacyHyB neHCHe co0i Ha Hic, cipoOyBaB YMTa-
TH, TIJIIAIIOB 10 BiKHA W PO3AMBHUBCS HAUOMMKYI CIIOPY/IH, TIO-
TiM 3HSIB IEHCHE Ta 3HOBY PETENIbHO WOTO OMISIHYB, TPUMAIOUX
OJIM3BKO BiJ| JIAMITH, 33JJ0BOJIEHO BCMiXHYBCSI, CiB 3a CTLJI i HATIH-
CaB KiJibKa PAJKIB Ha KJIANTUKY Marepy, sikuid mpoctsarays ['omn-
KiHCY.

— Ocp HaiiKpaiiie, 1o MOXY 3pOOUTH JJIs BaC, — CKa3aB BiH. —
Ile, cogiBarocs1, TIOOMOKE.

31MBOBaHUI IETEKTUB MPOYMTAB 3AMUCKY Brojioc:

— «IIlykaemo neni, 1006pe OnsITHEHY, KOTpa MPOXUBAE B pe-
criektabeibHOMY OyIMHKY a00 MOMEeNIKaHHi. Y Hel TOBCTUM, M’sI-
CHCTHI HiC 1 OMIM3bKO MocaKeHi oui. BoHa MOpIIUTh Y0510, KO-
POTKO30pO MPYKUThCS, 1, UIMOBIPHO, Ma€ CyTYJIi Iuiedi. € iHgop-
Mailisi, 1110 BIPOJOBK KiJIbKOX OCTaHHIX MICSIIB BOHA IIIOHAM-
MEHIIIEe J1BiYi 3BepTasiacs 10 onTukU. OCKiJIbKY B 11 IEHCHE 1yXke
MOTYXHI CKeJbIIs, 2 ONTHUKIB HE TaK yXe W Oarato, po3IIyKaTu
11 OyJe HEBAKKO».

[TomiTHBIIM HA HAIIIMX OOMUYYSIX MOAUB, ['0MC yCMiXHYBCS.

— Bce 1ie qyxe npocrto, — cka3aB BiH. — Baxko 3HaiiTH mipei-
MET, KW JO3BOJISIB O 3pOOMTH OLTbIIIe BUCHOBKIB, HIK OKY-
Jsipu 200 TIEHCHE, OCOOJIMBO 3 TAKUMH HETUTIOBUMHU CKEJTBIISIMH.
3BiKY 51 3pOOUB BUCHOBOK, 110 TIEHCHE HAJIEKUTH KiHIT? 3BEp-
HITb yBary, sika BUTOHYeHa pooota. Kpim 11p0ro, st mam’sitaB cio-
Ba youroro. IIlo x crocyerbest 11 pecrieKTadebHOCTI U OfIexi,



TO 1 1€ He TAEMHHUIIS: OIpaBa I0poOra, i3 YUCTOro 30J10Ta, 1 Bax-
KO co0i ysIBUTH, 100 Jiefli, KOTpa HOCWIIA Take TMeHcHe, Oyna
MEHIII BUIITYKAHOIO B YChOMY iHIIOMY. OJATHITH MIEHCHE, 1 T00a-
YyuTe, 1110 BOHO HE TPUMAaTUMEThCs Ha BamoMy Hoci. OTxe, BiH
y L€l KIHKA JOBOJI MMPOKUM. Takuil Hic — 3a3BUYall KOPOT-
KU1, M'SICUCTHI, X0Ua € ULJINI Psifi BUHSITKIB, OCh YOMY sI HE Ha-
NoJISATal0 Ha 11il oApoOuIli B cBOeMy omuci. Moe o0nmuuys 10-
CTaTHBhO BY3bKE, OJIHAK, OJISITAl0OUM MEHCHe, 1 6ady, 10 MOl oui
PO3CTaBJIEH] IIUPIIIE, HikK CKeJIbIlA. [HIMMM cioBaMHU, 0di B IIi€l
Micic mocaJikeHi JOBOJI OJM3bKO. 3BEpHITh yBary, Barcone, mo
CKeJIbLIs YBITHYTI Ta HAA3BUYAMHO NOTYKH1. Ko jkiHKa Tak mo-
raHo 0auuTh, 11e HEOJAMIHHO MYCUTh TIO3HAYMTHUCS Ha 11 30BHIIII-
HocTi. Maio Ha yBa3i 3MOpIIIKY Ha Y0JIi, 3BUUKY JKMYPUTHUCS, CY-
TyJ IJIeyi.

— Posymilo, — ckazaB s1. — A YoMy BU BUPIILIAJIM, IO JIE/I IB1Yi
BiJIBi/lyBajia ONTHUKY?

['onMc y351B MeHCHeE.

— 3BEepHITh yBary, 1110 3aTUCKayi BKPUTI KOPKOM i3 BHYTpILlI-
HBbOTO OOKY, a0M MEHIIIe TUCHYTH Ha IKipy. OJJHa KOPKOBa Mpo-
KJIajiKa OJTijiiina Ta TPIIIKU CTepTa, iHIa % 30BCiM HOBa. Boue-
BU/Ib, 1110 HOBY OJSITHYJIM HEIIOJABHO. AJie W cTapa MPOKJIaaKa
OJISITHEHA BCHOTO KiJIbKa MicsIiB ToMy. OCKiJIbKM OOH/IBI TPO-
KJIAJIKM i7IEHTHYHI, pOoOJTI0 BUCHOBOK, IIIO iHKa JIBiYi PEMOHTY-
BaJIa MIEHCHE B OTHOMY 1 TOMY 3K MICII].

— HuBHa piu! — BuryknyB [omnkinc. — Xto 6 Mir nogymaru,
110 BCi 11i JaHi OyJIM B MOIX PyKax, a s Hi Ipo 10 He 3/10ragaBcs!



[IpaBna, s1 Taku MaB HaMip OOINTH JIOHJAOHCHKHMX OITHKIB.

— O06iiiaiTh 000B’A3KOBO. A 3apa3 PO3KaXiTh, IO IIIe 3HAETE
PO 1110 CIIPaBYy.

— binbiue Hivoro, mictepe I'onmc. Tenep MeHi 31a€Thes, 1O
BM 3HA€TE HE MEHIIIE 32 MEHE, a MOXKe, ¥ HaBiTh OuIblie! Mu 3'4-
COBYBAJIM, UM He 3’ABJISBCS SIKUICh HE3HAWOMEIh Ha CTaHIIil 200
Ha HailOnmxumx poporax. Hixto Haue He noka3yBascs. 11lo me-
HE OCTaTOYHO 30MBA€ 3 MAHTEJUKY — 1€ I[IJIKOBUTA BiJICYTHICTb
MOTUBIB 3/10uMHY. HaBiTh HaTsKy Hemae!

— ¥V upoMy He MOXY BaM JIOOMOrTu! Asie rajaio, BU BOJILIN
0, abu MU 3aBTpa BUPYIIWIN 3 BAMU HA MiCIIe 3JI0YUHY.

— ko Bam e Oyae He ayxe Baxko, mictepe ['ommce. O 1io-
CTiil TOAAMHI paHKy Bij Bok3any Yepinr-Kpocc BiIxoquTh noTsr
10 Yerema, i Ham Tpeba Oyt B Mokcri ech Mo BOCHMiid.

—I'apa3zn, noigemMo UM NOTAroM. Y Balllol CIIpaBH € MEBHI 11i-
KaBi MOIPOOMIIi, i MEHi XOTiJIOCSI © BUBUMTH 11 IPYHTOBHIIIIE. AJie
3apa3 yKe 3a IMiBHIY, a HaM Tpeba X04 KiJlbka TOAWH nocnaTtu. 5
BaC BJIAIITYIO OCh Ha I[bOMY JIMBaHi repej KaMiHOM. BpaHiii Ha
CIMPTIBLI 3Bapio KaBH, 1 pyLLIMMO B JOPOTY.

Bpanmi Bitep Biyx. CoHile miiiManocst Haji oXmMypumMu 0o-
JIoTaMu B 3aruiaBax Temsu, aje He rpijio. CyMHI IPOCTOPH piy-
KM Ha3aBKOW OTOTOXKHIOIOTHCS B MOIM Mam sITi 3 NEepecIi yBaH-
HSAM XUTeIs1 AHIaMaHCbKUX OCTPOBIB Ha CaMUX NOYaTKax Ha-
o1 criBmparti. ITicis 1oBroi Ta CTOMIIIOI0YO1 TTOJOPOKi MU BUM-
[IUTM Ha MaJIEHbKIN CTaHIll 3a KiJibka Mwib Big Yarema. IToku



3arnpsrajiv KOHsi B MICLIEBOMY 3ai3[li, MU HAIlIBUJKYpYY IOCHi-
N, TOX 3’ ABUBIIICH y MOKCII, BiZipasy % B3a/MCA 3a CIIPaBYy.
[omicmen 3ycTpiB HaC Oifish BOPIT MapKy.

— Hy sk, Bincone, HoBuHU €?

— Hiskux, cep.

— baunnm sikuxoch HeBiIOMUX ?

— Hi, cep. Iloniuis BneBHeHa, 1110 BUOpa HIXTO HE MPULKKAB
CIO[IN Ta HE BII TXKIKaB.

— OO6inmuM Bei roreni Ta 3aizau?

— Atox, cep. | He BUSIBIIIM HIKOTO, KOTO MOXHa OyJ1o O 3arti-
JIO3PUTH.

— Bpemrri-pemnr 3Bijicu 4o Yarema MoxHa 1iidTy mimku. Hesi-
JIOMHUM MII' CXOBAaTUCH TaMm a00 CiCTH HA MOTATr HENMOMiuyeHuM. A
OChb 1 Ta cama aJies, Ipo sIKy s BaM Kazas, mictepe ['onmc. Ynes-
HEeHMIA, 1110 BYOpA CJTiJIiB Ha Hiil He OyIio.

— A 3 sKoro 60Ky MOMITUJIM CJTi/IA Ha Tpagi?

— Ocb 13 1pOrO, cep. baunTe By3bKy CMYKKY TpaBH MixX aJIe€l0
Ta TPSAZIKOIO KBiTiB? 3apa3 ciifliB He Oady, ajie Buopa BOHU Oyin
YiTKO MOMITHI.

— ABXKeX, TYT CIIpaB[li XTOCh XOAMB, — MiATBepAuB ['onmc, Ha-
XWISIIOYKCh 1 po3risjandu TpaBy. — Haina nieni crynana myxe
o0epexHO, UM He Tak? SkOr BOHA OCTYNWIacs B TOW UM iHIIANA
OiK, CJTiIU 3aTUIIUInCs O 1 Ha aJiel, 1 Ha M SIKii Tpsijilli 3 KBiTaMu,
Jie BOHU Oy O 11e MOMiTHIIIAMHU.

— AsKKe, cep, )KIHKa Ma€ cTajieBi HepBH!

S momituB, sik oOmmuust ['oMca HarpyKUIOCS.



— Kaxere, 1110 BOHa MOBEPHYJIACAd TUM CAMUAM LIISIXOM?

— 3BiCHO, cep, IHIIOro MUISXY HEMAE.

— ToOTo0 i€l camoI0 CMYKKOIO TpaBu?

— A sk iHakie, mictepe ['onmmvc?

—I'm! Yynoso! Cnpasxniii nogsur! Hy, rapasn, i3 ajeelo Bce.
Xopimo gani. L xBipTka 3a3Buuail Bigunnena? Otxe, HE J0-
BeJIOCs JIOKJIaJaTy 3yCuiib, abu MPOHUKHYTHU B MapK. SIcHO, 110
BOMBCTBO BOHA He IUlaHyBaja. [Hakie mpuxomnuia O i3 co0oio
SIKYCh 30pOI0, a He CKOpUCTaiacs O HOKeM i3 TUCbMOBOI'O CTOJY.
BoHa nipoiinuia M KOpUJOPOM, HE 3aJIMIIUBIIN CIiJiB Ha poO-
roxi. ITorim ygifina B kadiHet. SIk g0Bro nmpodyna B KabiHeTi?
3HaTH 1ILOTO MU HE MOKEMO.

— Bona npoOyna Tam Kinbka XBWIMH, cep. 51 3a0yB ckazaTu,
o Mmicic Mapkep npubupaia B KaOiHeTi MpUOIU3HO 32 YBEPTh
TOIMHM JIO TOTO, IO cTajiocst. Tak BOHa Kaxke.

— OTtxe, He OiyblIie YBepTi roAvHM. BigTak Haila jie/ii BXOAUTh
JI0 TTOKOIO. I7Ine 1o crony. Illo BoHa xo4e? V 6iyHUX MIyXJisigax
i1, TMOOHB, HiYOrO He Tpeda. [HakiIe BoHM Oy O 3aMKHEHi.
OTxe, 11 LIKaBUTh cepeHs myxJsaa. Ara! A 1e 1o 3a nogps-
nuHa? Barcone, 3ananith, Oyab Jacka, cipauka. 1o x Bu Hivoro
MeHi TIpo 11e He cKazau, ['onkince?

Cnig, kvt My TOOAYMITH, TOYMHABCS HAa OPOH30BIH MPHUKpaci
HABKOJIO IIUIMHU JJIsI KJTI0Ya MPaBopyd, a MOTIM TATHYBCS TIPU-
OJTM3HO HA YOTHMPH JIONMM I10 JIAKOBAHOMY JICPEBY.

— 4 momiTuB 1110 MOAPsATIMHY, MicTepe ['onmc. AJie HaBKOJIO
IIUIMH 17151 KJII0Ya 3aBXK/IM € TOIPSITTUHH.



— s mogpsimuHa 3po0iieHa HeJaBHO, 30BCiM HelloaBHo. [1o-
JMBITHCS, SIK BUOMMCKYe OpoH3a. Ctapa mojpsnvHA IMBUAKO O
NOThMSsIH1JIA Ta Oys1a O TaKOTO X KOJILOPY, SIK 1 Bcst OPOH30Ba IM0-
BepxHsl. [lorsaHpTe Ha NOAPANUHY Kpi3b Jymy. SK CBIKO30paHa
3eMJIst 3 00MIBOX OOKiB 60po3HU. A nie micic Mapkep?

JIiTHA XiHKa 3 BTOMJIEHUM, CyMHHM OOJWYYsIM YBIHIILIA B
KIMHaTy.

— Bu BUTHMpanu TyT NWIIOKY BYOpa BpaHIli?

— ABXEX, cep.

— baunnm o noppsanuny?

— Hi, cep, He Gaunna.

— 3BicHO, Hi. {lkOu nmoxpsanuHa OyJia TOMi, KOJM BU BUTHUPAIIU
MIWIIOKY, TO TaHYipKa CKUHYJA O OCh I1i KPUXTHU JIaKy. Y KOTO €
KJIIOY Bif] cekpetepa’

— I[Ipodecop TpuMae K04 Ha CBOEMY JIAHIIIOKKY B1J] TOJWH-
HUKA.

— Koy mpoctuii?

— Hi, cep, ¢irypHuil.

— Hyxe noope. Moxere iitu, micic Mapkep. Tak, cripaBa npo-
sICHIOEThCSl. Haina BiiBiAyBauka BXOOWThH 10 KIMHATH, HAe 10
CepelHbOl IIYXJISIH, BiIMUKAE 11 a00 MPUHANMHI HAMATra€ThCs
BIIIMKHYTH. A B 1Ieil yac 3’sBisieTbest Mool Cmit. Bona Bu-
TATYE KJIIOY i3 TAKMM TOCITIXOM, IO 3aJTAIIAE IIMOOKY TOAPSATIH-
Hy. BiH xo4e 3arpumaru 1i, a BOHa, CXONMUBIIM TEpILe, 10 Tpa-
TIUJIOCS TIJT PYKY (a 1M MpeIMEeTOM BUSIBUBCSI TOM HOXKHK), 0'€
Cwmita, TO najla€ HaB3HAK, 1 BOHA BTIKA€, MOXKJIMBO, 3aTUCHYB-



1M B IHIIH pyli Te, 3apaju 4yoro cioau npuinuia. CiyKHULSA
Coiozen Tyt €? fk BBaxkaere, Cbl03€H, MIlI XTOCh BUCIU3HYTH
KPpI3b LIl ABEPI MICNS TOTO, SIK BUA NOYYJIN KPUK?

— Hi, cep, HixTo He mir. §1 6iria cxomamu i modaumna o6, TKou
xToch OyB y Kopuaopi. Kpim Toro, 11i [Bepi B3araji He BiIYMHS-
Jmcst: 60 KOJU BiTUMHSIIOTBCS, TO CKPHILIATH.

— OToX XIHKA HE MOIJIa BTEKTU TUM CAMHM IIUISIXOM, SIKUM
npuitiuia. el kopunop Bene 1o cnaibHi podecopa? 3 HbOro
HEMAa€ BUXOJly HA30BHi?

— Hi, cep.

— A Tenep XOmIMO 3HAMOMUTHUCA 3 MPOPecopoM. 3BEPHITH
yBary, ['onkince! Ha migno3i kopuaopy 1o kadbidety npodecopa
JIEKUTh TaKa caMa KOKOcoBa LIMHOBKa. Lle ayske BaxvBO, 3amna-
M’ sitauTe!

— BaxuimBo?

— Xi0a Bu He O6aunTe, IKUIA TYT 3B’130K ? BTimM, MOXIMBO, 5 1
nomwistiocs. Xova... Hy, rapasa, npencraBre meHe npodecopy.

Mu ninm kopugopom. Bin OyB mpuOnm3HO Takoi camol JOB-
KUHM, 5K 1 TOU, IBEP1 SIKOTO BUXOAWIU B cajl. HanmpukiHii kopu-
Jopy OyJ10 Kijlbka CXOIUHOK, Micisi HUX — Aepi. Hamr cymyTHuk
MOCTYKAB, 1 MU YBIMIIUIA B CHAJIBHIO TTpopecopa.

KimHara OyJia BeJIMKOIO, CTiHU CYITUTFHO 3aCTaBJICHI KHUKKO-
BUMU TIOJIUIISIMU, YACTUHA KHUXKOK JiekKasla Ha Mifio3i, Mo Ky-
Tax Ta y3/10BX noiulp. JIikko crosno nocepenuHi. ['ocriogap
Oy/IMHKY HaIiBJIeKaB-HAMBCUIIB y TOTYIIKAX. Horo obmiuust
MeHe Bpa3uJo: XyJe, 3 OPIMHUM HOCOM, MPOHU3IUBUMU YOPHU-



MU OUMMa, SIKi Haue MpUYalIncs B NIMOOKUX OpOiTax ImiJ| IyCTH-
MM, HaBICTMME GpoBamu. Moro Bomocest Ta 6opoa 6ys1u 30Bcim
CHBI, SIKIIIO He OpaTH J0 yBarv eBHOI HEXapaKTePHOI KOBTU3HU
HABKOJIO poTa. 3 TYIIi CUBOro BOJIOCCS CTHpYasa LUMrapka, i B
KiMHaTi OyJI0 BaXXKO JAMXATH Bijl TYCTOrO TIOTIOHOBOTO Tumy. Ko-
JIM BiH MPOCTATHYB PyKy [ 0McCy, 51 MOMITUB, 1110 MaJiblli B CTa-
pUTraHs TaKOX KOBTI B1Jl HIKOTHUHY.

— Bu kypute, mictepe ['onmc? — cniuraB nipodecop. Bin ro-
BOPUB, PETEJIbHO JIOOMPAIOYH CIIOBA, i B IOr0 MOBI Bi4yBaBCS
SIKMICh QUBHUM akleHT. — [Ipomry, He copomrecs. A Bu, cep?
PekoMeH/IyI0 BaM I1i IIMTApKH. IX 3yMHCHe HAOMBAIOTH IS Me-
He B AsiekcaHpii. BucuiaioTh THCAUY IITYK OApasy, i, Ha KaJb,
KO>KH1 B TUKHI1 IOBOAUTHLCS 3aMOBJISITH HOBY naprito. Kernchko,
cep, oyxe 37ie. AJjie B CTaporo 3aHaJiTo Majio 33/10BOJIeHb. TIOTIOH
i pobota. Och 1 Bce, 1110 MEHi 3TUIITHIOCS B )KUTTI.

[omvc 3akypuB. Oui HOro HEMOMITHO BUBYAJIM KIMHATY.

— ABXeX, TIOTIOH i poOoTa. A Terep 3HOBY JIMIIE TIOTIOH, —
TipKO 3ITXHYB rocrnojap. — SIKuil ’axJ1MBUiA BUIA/IOK NIEpepBaB
Moio podoty! XTo Mir nepeadauuTy HACTUTBKHU JKaXJIMBUU 3J10-
quH? Takuil rigaui oHak. [1iciag KiJIbKOX MicALllB HABYAHHSA BiH
craB uynoBuM nomiuHukoM. II{o mymaere mpo Bcio 1110 CIipaBy,
mictepe ['onmc?

— I'loku 10 BaXKO MIOCh CKa3aTH.

— Byno 6 no6pe, skOM BU IPOJIWIIM TPOXU CBIT/Ia HA 110 TEMHY
cripaBy. JI71s1 craporo KHMKKOBOTO XpoOaka Ta Ie i XBOpOro 1ie
cnpaBxkHii ynap. MeHi 30a€Tbes, 1110 s1 BTPATUB 3[IaTHICTh MU-



cuTy. AJie B JIIOJMHA CITPaBH, JTIoAMHA Jil. {15 Bac 11e 3Buyai-
Ha, OygeHHa pobota. Bu 30epiracte He3BOPYLIHICTb MPH Oy/ib-
K11 KaTacTpodi. Ham nmomactuio, mo came B B3sUIACA 32 PO3-
CJIiTyBaHHSI.

[oku npocecop roBopus, I'onMc XoquB Tyau i CIOAM KiMHa-
TOI0. §l MOMITHUB, 1110 BiH KypUB OHY LIMIapKy 3a iHmowo. Ma-
OyTb, BiH MOALISAB MPUCTPACTh HAILIOTO rocrofapsi A0 TIOTIOHY,
MIPUCTAHOTO 3 AJIEKCAH/APII.

— 3BUYaliHO, cep, 1€ KaxJUBUH yaap, — IPOIOBKUB Mpode-
cop. — Ocpk Tam, Ha MaJIEeHbKOMY CTOJIMKY, JIEKUTb KyIla Iare-
piB, 1Ie Mifi magnum opus’. AHaJI3 JOKyMEHTIiB, 3HAWICHUX Y
KONTCbKMX MoHactupsix Cupii Ta €runty. e nyxe cepiiosHe
JOCTTIKEHHSI OCHOB 3HOBY BiAKPHUTOI pesirii. Moe 310poB’s Ta-
K€ KeIChKe, 10 i He 3HAI0, YM 3MOXY 3aKiHUMTH MOIO MpPaLo
0e3 NMOMiYHMKa, KOTPOro Tak HecrojiiBaHo mo30yBcs. On-0i-oi,
mictepe ['onvc! Ta Bu, Gady, 1ie 3aneKTIuN Kyperb, Hixk !

[onmmc yemixHyBCs:

— ATOX, 1 pO3yMilocsl Ha TIOTIOHI, — CKa3aB BiH 1 B31B YeTBEP-
Ty UMrapKy 31 CKpUHBKM Ta IPUINAJIMB 11 Bl HEAOMNAJIKY IOIe-
penHbol. — He nokydatmy Bam po3nMTyBaHHSAMHU, Ipodecope
Kopewm, ockinbku Bu OyJiu B JIi’KKY HA MOMEHT 3JIOUMHY i, TPH-
POIIHO, HE MOETE HIiYOro Mpo HbOro 3HATU. § uIe 3aJjaM Bam
OJTHE 3allMTaHHSL: SIK raJIa€Te, 110 MaB Ha yBa3l HEIlIACHUM, KOJIU
ckazaB: «IIpodecope, 11e Oyna BoHa»?

BueHnuit noxuras rojoBoio.

2 Magnum opus (ram.) — Benvka pooora.



— Cblo3€H — CLJIbCBKE IIBUMCHKO, — CKa3aB BiH. — A BH 3Ha€-
Te, HACKUTbKH HEeIOyMKYBaTHiA mpoctomoA. ['amato, mo 6igonaxa
poOYypPMOTIB 1I0Ch HEBUpA3HE B MapeHHi, a BOHA ysBWIa Ka3-
Ha-1IIO.

— Pozymio. A Bu cami HifIK HE MOXETe MOSICHUTHU 1110 Tpa-
refio?

— MoxMBO, HENaCHUI BUMAAOK. A, MOXe, KaxXy 1€ TUIbKU
MiX HaAMHM, 1 CaMOryOCTBO. Y MOJIO/Ii 3aBX M € AKICh TAEMHI TTPH-
CTpACTi, HAIIPUKJIaJ1, HEelllaCHE KOXaHHs, MPO sIKe MU HIYOro He
snamu. M ock BiH HakmaB Ha ceGe pyku. Lle Ginbine cxoxke Ha
MpaB.y, Hi’K YOUBCTBO.

— Hy, a nencue?

— Ilencne? A, 3BicHO, neHcHe! Ha xaitb, 51 BChOro JvIle Hay-
KOBEIIb, JIIOJHA, KOTPA IUPSIE B 3aXMapHUX BUcOTaX. | s1 Hivoro
HE TAMJIIO B TPAKTUYHOMY KUTTI. AJie IOrobTecs, Mii JIpyxke,
110 3aMOPYyKOI0 JTI0OOBI MOKYTh OyTH Xi06a CTApOBUHHI MpeaMe-
TH. Bepith, 6epiTh ime. Panuii, 1o BamM 3acMaKyBaJIH I1i [IATAPKU.
Tak ot: Bisijo, a00 pyKaBUYKa, aO0 TIEHCHE — XTO3HA, [0 MOXe
CTUCKATH B OCTaHHIO MHUTh pyKa camoryorii. Ock 1ieil JKeHT/Ib-
MEH PO3MOBI/Ia€ MPO CAiAN HA TpaBi. AJie BPEIITi-pellT BiH MO-
e i nomussitucs. o %k crocyeTbest HOkKa, TO BiH MIT BIIJIETITH
BOIK, KOJIM HEIIACHUY I0HAK BIaB ropuUTUIlh. MOXJIMBO, 51 MipKYIO
PO CIpaBy, SIK AUTHHA, aJie MeHi 31a€Tbes, o Binoyoi Cmit
caMm BKOpPOTHUB c00i BiKY.

[1s1 Teopis, 3maeThbes, crpaBuia Ha ['onmMca BpakeHHs, 1 BiH
MPOJIOBKYBAaB KPOKYBATH KIMHATOIO, 3aHYPEHUN Y CBOI IYMKH,



KypsIuM OAHY LIUTapKy 3a 1HIIOIO.

— Cxkaxitpb, mpoecope Kopem, — 03BaBcsl BiH HapelTi, — a
110 BU TPUMAETE B CEPE/IHIN LIYXJISAA1 BAIIOro cekperepa’?

— Hivgoro takoro, o morio 0 3amikasut 3iogid. CiMenHi
narnepu, JIMCTH BiJy MO€1 OiTHOI IPYKUHU, TUTUVIOMHU TUX YHiBEp-
CHUTETIB, sIKi ygocToli MeHe 1iel yecti. Ock kimou. Cami nepe-
KOHauTecs.

[onmce y34B Kioya i1 3upKHYB Ha npodecopa. [lotim nosep-
HYB KJII0Ya Ha3aj.

— JsKylo, ajie 3apa3 Lie He Ma€ 3HauYeHHs, — CKa3aB BiH. — 3
BaIllOro JI03BOJY s Mify B caj i Bce OOMipKyl0 Ha O3B, Y
Ballliil Teopil camoryocTBa moch €. Tomy BrOauTe Ham 3a BTOPT-
HeHHs1, nmpogecope Kopewm. O6itistio, 1110 Hapasi He TypOyBaTumy
Bac. Mu 3aiiieMo Jiech O JpyTiii FOUHI, MiCJIsl IPYroro CHiAaHKYy,
SIKIIIO TO3BOJIUTE, 1 5 PO3IMOBIM MPO BCE, IO CTAJIOCS 34 LIer Yac.

['onmc 31aBaBcss YMMOCh YK€ 3aCMYYEHUM 1 TOBIO MOBUKHU
XOIUB AJIE€I0 Caly.

— 3HalUIM HATKY? — CIIMTaB 51 HOro HapellTi.

— Bce 3ane:xuTh BiJ TUX HUTapOK, SIK1 1 KypHUB, — CKa3aB BIH. —
Mox1BO, 51 i Ha XUOHOMY HUTSAXY. AJie TOMiJI OKaxe.

— Miii mo6wuii ['onmce, — BUTYKHYB s, — SIK e TIOTIL. . .

— Cami nobauute. SIKINO 51 TOMIIUBCS, HIYOTO CTPAITHOTO HE
cranetbcs. [Tinemo niHieo neHcHe. $1 Mo0ITI0 CKOPOTUTH TILISIX Y
OyIb-SIKOMY pO3CITiTyBaHHI, SKIIO 1€ MOXJIMBO. .. A OCh 1 HaIa
moba micic Mapkep. TToroBopumo 3 Her AT XBUJIMH, MOXKeE,
Ji3HAEMOCS 11e HIOCh.



4 Bxe, 3maerbes, 3ramyBas, mo [onmc ymiB 3100yTH TIpU-
XWJIBHICTD jKIHKM CBO€ET BBIWIMBICTIO B OQHY MUTh. He MuHyJ10 i
JIBOX XBHWJIMH, SIK Y HUX BUHHMKJIA )BaBa Oecijia, Haue BOHU 3HAJIH
OJIMH OfIHOTO 6araTo pokKiB.

— Tak, micrepe ['onmmc, maere pauio, cep. Kyputs BiH a0
HEMOJKJIMBOCTI. Bech jieHb, a iHopi i ycio Hiv, cep. [Tpuiipen, Oy-
BAJIO, BPaHII1 JI0 MOr'0 MOKOIO — CIIPaBXkHii JJOHJOHCBKUI TYMaH,
cep. bigauit mictep CmiT, BiH TaKOX KypHB, ajie 30BCIM HE Tak,
sIK podpecop. A 1110 CTOCYEThCS 3I0POB’ s rocnoAapsi, TO S HaBiTh
HE 3Hal0, CTA€ BOHO KpAalllM YU TipLUIMM BiJ TAKOrO KYpPiHHSL.

— Y Oynb-sIKOMY pasi, aneTUT HalleBHO BiIOMBaE, ere x?

— 51 6 Tak He ckazana, cep.

— MabyTb, ipocecop Tyxe Majo icTb?

— {k konu, cep. [lo-pizHOMY.

— B’ock 00 3akJ1aj1, CbOrojIHi BiH He CHiJIaB. | Apyruii CHiJTaHOK
HE 3MOXe 3’1CTH MiCJsl TAKOTO KYpiHHSI.

— [Nomunserecs, cep. HaBnaku, cborofgHi BpaHili BiH 1B J1yKe
Oarato. HaBiTh He 3Ha0, YM BiH KOJUChH CHiJIaB miefpimie. A Ha
JpYTHii CHiTAHOK 3aMOBMB c00i BiOWBHI. f1 311MBYyBasiacs, 60 Ha-
BiTh JMBUTHUCS HE MOKY Ha TKy 3 TOTO 4yacy, sk modauusia B4opa
Ha ImiUI03i B KaOiHeTi 6iqHoro mictepa CmiTta. Ajie, BOUEBU/Ib,
yci monu pizHi. Y mpodecopa aneTuT aHITPOXH He 3iMCyBaBCsl.

Mu Xoauau caJjoukoM yBeCh paHoK. ['onkiHC mogaBcs 1o ce-
JMIa, o0 NepeBipuTH YyTKU PO SIKYCh MPUTKIIKY, KOTPY Hi-
6uro 6aunm niTi Ha YaremcpkoMy 1ioce Buopa Bpadiii. [1lo cro-
CYETBHCSI MOTO MPUSTEIS], TO BiH, 3AETHCS, BTPATUB BECh IHTEPEC



1o cripaBu. Hikonu 1ie He 6aumB, o0 BiH i3 TaKO0 Oy KiCTIO
3aiiMaBcsl po3ciigyBaHHsAM. Hagith konmu [onkiHc 3’siBUBCA Ta
TIOBIJIOMUB, IO JIITH U CIpaB/ii OaYu/IM KiHKY, 30BHIIIHICTb KO-
TPO1 TOYHO 30iraerbes 3 onucoM ['onmca ax 10 TIeHCHe, Miid To-
BapHIIl 3aJIMIIABCS Oaiiykum. BiH JIeIIo mosxBaBUBCS JIMIIIE TO-
Ii, ko Cplo3eH, MPUCIYTOBYIOUM HaM 3a 1el0, 3pOHMIIA, 1O
Mmictep CMIT BYOpa BpaHLil TyJISB Y CaJ0YKy 1 MOBEPHYBCH J10-
JIOMY 3a MIBrOJAWHU JI0 NO/il. f 1 ySIBUTH HE MIT, sIKe 3HAaYEHHSI
VIS TIi€1 CIIpaBU Ma€e Taka oOcTaBuHa, ajie 30arnys, 1mo ['ommc
JI071aB 11 JI0 3arajbHOrO BPaXEHHS, IO CKJIAJIOCS B IOTO TOJIOBI.
ParntoM BiH CXONUBCS Ta 3UPKHYB HAa TOMUHHUK.

— IIpyra roquHa, J)KeHTJIbMEHH, — MOiH(POpMYyBaB BiH, — XOIi-
MO Haropy Ta MOroBOPMMO BiIBEPTO 3 HAIlIUM MPUSTENEM IPO-
(pecopom.

Tou came CKIHYMB APYTUU CHIJAHOK, 1 TOPOXKHS TapijKa SICHO
CBIAUMJIA TIPO Te, 1110 €EKOHOMKA MaJjia pailiio: mpodecop MaB 4y-
JIOBUI aneTuT. byso 1ock cTpailHe B MOro 30BHIIITHOCTI, KOJIU
BiH OOEpHYB /IO HAC CBOIO UYIIPUHY i BTYNHUBCS B HAC TIIMOOKO
MOCAKEHMMU OYMMa, 5IK1 mayiau. I, neBHa piy, BiH KypuB. ['oc-
TIof1apsi OASITHYJIM, 1 BiH CHJIIB y KpicJii OiJis1 BOTHIO.

— Hy sk, mictepe ['onmc, po3KpriIu TAEMHUITIO ITI€T )KaXJIUBOL
rofil?

Bin nincynys no ['onvca kopobouky 3 rurapkamu. OcTaHHii
MPOCTATHYB PYKY B Ty cCaMy MUTb, 1 IaYKa MOJIETLIa Ha MiJIOTY.
JloBesiocst HaM yCiM MOB3aTy HA KOJIIHAX 1 BUTATATH LIMTAPKU 3
HAWHECITOAIBAHIIINX MicClb. Koiu My migHsIMCA, 1 HOMITUB, 1110



oui ['omMca BUOMCKYIOTh, a IIIOKK MOPOKeBiUIH. $1 3HaB, 110 1ie
Oy/i O3HAKM MEPEMOTH.

— ATOX, — ATBEPAUB BiH. — Sl 11 pO3KpUB.

Creni ['onKiHC 1 51 3AMBOBaHO BUTYITUAIUCS HA HBOTO. YCMilll-
Ka TOPKHYJIa Xyjie 00JInausi cTaporo rmpodecopa.

— Poskpum? I ne, B cany?

— Hi, TyT.

— Ak Ty1? Konu?

— IoitHo.

— 3uymaerecs, micrepe 'onmmc? [lapyite, aje cpaBa HajaTo
cepiio3Ha, o0 KapTyBaTu.

— 41 BUKyBaB 1 epeBipyB KOXKHY JIAHKY B JIAHI[I031 MOIX Mip-
KyBaHb, Ipoecope Kopem, i BrieBHEHUH, 10 BiH O€3/10raHHUM.
He 3Halo, sKi Ballli MOTHBH, 1 IKy came poJib Biirpaiv BU B Ll
JMBHIN icTopil. MOXIMBO, 3a KiJIbKa XBUJIMH JI3HAIOCS Bij] Bac
i 1e. A Hapasi J03BOJIbTE MEHi OMHUCATH BaM, SIK yCe CTaJlocs,
100 BU 3HAJIH, SIKUX TMOAPOOUITh MEeHi I1ie Opakye AJisi IOBHOTU
KaptiHU. Buopa y Bamomy kabineri Oyna xiHka. Bona xoTina
3a0pary sIKich Marepu i3 cepeiHbOl IyXJIsaau cekperepa. Bona
MaJjia CBii Kjio4. MeHi Bumajia Harojia OrJIsiHyTH Balll 1 IEpeKo-
HATHCS, 110 HA HbOMY HeMa€ CijiiB Bijg jaky. OTOX BU He € 11
CriBy4yacHMKOM. BoHa mpwuiiniuia, HaCKiIbKY 51 3MIT' 3pO3yMITH,
0e3 Balloro BijoMa, parHyy4u Bac 00iKpacTu.

[Tpodecop BUITYCTUB i3 poTa XMapy AUMY.

— lle, neBHa piy, Iyke IIKaBO Ta MOBYAJIBHO, — 3ayBAXKUB
BiH, — ajie o fgaii? Ko 3HaeTe KoXkeH ii KpoK, TO, JIMOOHb,



MOJKeTe CKa3aTu U Te, KyAu BOHA MOTiM nofinacs?

— Cripo6yio. OTxe, Balll ceKpeTap CXOIUB 11, 1 BOHA 3aK0JI0Na
fioro, o0 BpATYBATUCA... S CXWIBHUN BBAXKaTU IO Tpareito
HEIaCHUM BUIIA/IKOM, OCK1JIbKM NIEPEKOHAHMH, 11O JIe[ll HEe Ma-
JIa HamMipy BUMHSATH 11eH )KaXJIMBUM 37I0YMH. YOUBIISI HE TTPUXO-
JIMTh HE030poeHNM. JKaXHYBIIHCH TOMY, 1110 HAPOOUJIA, BOHA 3a-
MeTyIImMIacsl KiMHaTOI0 B MolIykax Buxoay. Ha xkanb, mig vac
60pOTHOU 3 IOHAKOM BTpaTWJIa MIEHCHE i1 TOMY, OyIy4H aykKe KO-
POTKO30pOI0, BUSIBMIIACS 30BCiM Oe3nopaanom. [lobirna kopu-
JOPOM, TaJIalouy, O L€ TOW CAMUM, IKMM BOHA IPUUIILIA: a/IKe
Ha Ti/171031 B 000X JieKaTh OJHAKOBI IMHOBKU. A KOJIM 30arHyJia,
1110 IOTpanuia He TyAH, i Iopora 10 BUXOy BilipizaHa, OyJio Bxe
3amizHo. [Ilo 6yno podutn? Hazaz itn He Moria. 3anumiaTucs B
Kopujiopi He MoxHa. OTxe, Tpeda OyJI0 WTH Briepe]] KOPUIOPOM.
I Bona minwia. IligHsnacs cxogamu, BITYMHWIIA IBEP1 ¥ ONUHU-
Jlacsl y Ballliid KiMHaTi.

Crapuii npocecop Brynuscs B ['oniMca, HOro HUXHS 1esiena
BIJIBUCJIA, CYMIlll CTPaxy Ta MOAUBY SICHO YMTAIACS HA WOTO BU-
pazHomMy oommyui. [TotiM BiH onaHyBaB ceOe, CTeHyB IUIeunma i
JEI0 TeaTpasibHO 3aCMiSIBCSL.

— Le Bce myxe modpe, micrepe ['onmc, — cka3aB BiH. — Aue
y Ballliil 4yJOBiil Teopil € OAUH MaJleHbKUIA HeJoMiIK. 51 Bech yac
OyB y I1ill KIMHATI 11 HE BUXO/IMB i3 Hel LU IeHb.

— 4 ue 3Ha10, npodecope Kopem.

— XoueTe cKa3aTu, 110, JIe)KauX Ha JIiKKY, s MIT' HE IOMITUTH,
SIK CIOM YBiHIILIA XKiHKA?



— 41 uporo He kazaB. Bu nomitwim, sk BoHa yBiniia. Criiji-
KyBasIucs 3 Hewo. BrizHanu 11. JlonoMoriu 111 BpSTyBaTUCH.

IIpodecop 3HOBY HENpPUPOTHO PEroTHyB. BiH migHABCA 3
Kpicjia, 04l MOro najaau, MOB Kap.

— Bu 3 my3ny 3ixanu! — 3akpuyas BiH. — Bu mapure! A no-
nomir 11 Bparysarucs? Hy, i ie x BoHa 3apaz?

— OH TaM, — BKa3aB ['0JIMC Ha BUCOKY KHMIKKOBY 1apy B KyT-
Ky KIMHATH.

Crapwmii pocdecop MaxHyB pyKaMu, HOro moxmype oOJmd-
Ysi CTpaIeHHO CHOTBOPUJIOCS, 1 BiH ynaB y Kpicio. Tiel % murti
KHIKKOBA 1ada, npo sKy Kazas ['oMc, nmoBepHysiacs Ha reT-
JIsIX, 1 B KIMHATY CTyIMJIa KPOK KiHKa.

— Maere partiio, — BOHa TOBOpWJIA 3 IMBHUM aKIleHTOM. — Mae-
T€ CIIyUIHICTb. AJIKe 5 TYT.

Bona Bcst Oyna B mumioli Ta MaByTUHHI, SIKY 3i0pasia, MaOyTh,
31 CTiH CBOTO NMPUTYJIKY. OOy 11, Ike HiIKOJIM He MOXHa OYyJ10
0 Ha3BaTH rapHuM, Ternep OyJ10 B OpyaHuX naTbokax. ['onmc rpa-
BWJIBHO BrajiaB il pUCH, KpiM TOTO, y Hel OyJIo 1mie ¥ JOoBre Mij-
60pijs, sike BUJaBao BIepTicTh. Yepe3 KOpOoTKO30picTh 1 pi3-
KU NIepexij] BiJl TEMPSIBU JIO CBITJIa BOHA MPY:KWJIacs Ta Kjinajia
OYMMa, HaMaralo4Yuch Po3MIEHITH, XTO MU Taki. | Bce k, He3Ba-
’Kal0uyM Ha Te, 10 BOHA MOCTasa Nepe/l HaMU B HACT1JIbKY HEBU-
TiTHOMY BUIJISI/i, B YCii 30BHIIITHOCTI JKiHKM MOXHa OyJI0 To-
MITUTH IIJIIXETCTBO, BIIEPTE MiAOO0PIIAA Ta TOPAO MiJHATA TOJI0-
Ba BUKA3yBaJIM CMLJIUBICTh, BCEJISJIU TTOBAry Ta HaBiTh 3aXOIJIeH-
Hs1. Ctenui ['onKiHC TOPKHYBCS 11 pyKH i1 OTOJIOCHB, 1110 BOHA 3a-



apelIToBaHa, aje Ta BiJBesia Moro pyky M'sIKO, ajie 3 TiHICTIO,
SKill He MOxHa Oyno He ckoputucs. Ctapuii mpoecop po3tir-
ca y oteni, 06aMIUs HOro cinajiocs, i BiH BUTPIIIIUBCS HA HEl
OuMMa 3arHaHoro 3Bipa.

— ABXeX, cep, 5 3aapelIToBaHa, — noroguaacs jefi. — 51 gyna
BCIO PO3MOBY 1 3pO3yMijia, [0 BU 3HAETE MpaBay. 3i3HAIOCS B
ychoMy. ATOX, 51 yOusia 1ibOro I0Haka. AJjie BU MaJid pallilo, CKa-
3aBILHY, 1110 1€ HEIIACHUI BUMNAAOK. Sl HaBITh HE 3HaJIA, 1O TPU-
Maio B pyKax Hix, 00 y BiJual BXOITMJIA TIepIlie, IO TPaIruiIocs
i1 pyKy, 1 BAapuia Horo, o0 BiJIycTUB MeHe. fl Kaxy MmpaBay.

— Magawm, — 3BepHyBCs ['01IMC, — HICKUJIEYKM HE CYMHIBAIOCH,
110 Lie paBaa. MoxJI1BO, BaM Kpallle CiCTU: MEHI 3/1a€ThCs, BaM
371€.

MeptBoTHa OMiIiCTh 3ayMIa 11 OOMMYYs, 1 st OMigicTh Oyna
1€ JKaxXJIMBIIIOI BijJi TeMHUX MaThoKiB Opyay. KiHka cina Ha
Kpai JiiKKa.

— Maro HebaraTo yacy, — IpOIOBXKUJIa BOHA, — ajle s XOTija
0 BUKJIACTH BCIO TpaBay. f ApykuHa 1bOro 4osoBika. Bin He
AHIJTI€Lb, & POCIsIHUH. Ta s1 He Ha3BYy MOrO 1IMEHI.

Crapuii npocecop Briepiiie BOPyXHYBCSI.

— biiica bora, AuHo! — 3akpuyaB BiH. — bitics bora!

BoHa moriisiHy1a Ha HBOTO 3 HeaOUSIKUM TPE3UPCTBOM.

— Hagimio tu Tak yiruisienics 3a cBo€ 3HexTyBaHe kutTs, Cep-
rifo? — ckazasa BoHa. — TH 3a1oj1isiB MPUKPOIITiB OaraTboM i HiKO-
My He 3poOuB HiYOro a00poro, HaBiTh cobi. Aje He Oiiics, 5
He 00ipBY THIITY HUTKY TBOTO XKHTTS JIO HAJIE)KHOTO TepMiHy. 5



B3s1J1a JOCTATHBO I'PiXiB Ha CBOIO COBICTD 13 TOTO 4Yacy, sIK Mepe-
CTYIIWJIA TTOPIT IILOTO KJIATOrO OyMHKY. AJie MyIITy IPOIOBKUTH
CBOIO PO3MOBifb, 00 Oy/e Mi3HO. ABKeX, JUKSHTIIbMEHH, 5 JIPY-
’KHMHA 11HOTO YonoBika. MoMmy 6y1o maTaecar, a g 6yna JypHIM
JBAIIATUPIYHUM JIiIBYMCHKOM, KO MU ofipyxuiucs. Lle Oymo B
Pocii, B yHiBEpCHUTETi, HE HA3UBATUMY BaM HOTO.

— Biiica Bora, AHHO, — 3HOBY ITpOOYPMOTIB cTapuii mpodecop.

— Mu Gynu peBoJTIolliOHepaMH, HIriJIicTaMu, BU X 3HaeTe. BiH,
s Ta Oararo iHmmx. [ToTiM movasnucs nepeciigyBaHHS, YOUIH
BUCOKOITOCTABJICHOTO TOJIIITHOTO YMHOBHUKA, 0ararbox 3aape-
IITYBAJIH, 1 JJIs TOTO, 0O BPSATYBATUCS ¥ OTPUMATH BUHATOPO-
1y, Miid 4OJIOBIK BMJaB 1 IpyKUHY, 1 ToBapuIlliB. Hac 3aapeity-
BajM. JleKoro BiAMpaBuIA Ha IIIMOSHMITIO, 1HIIMX 3aciamm 1o Ch-
Oipy, y ToMy uucii i MeHe. Moe 3aciaHHs He OyJI0 JOBIYHUM.
A Miii YOJIOBIK, MPUXOMUBIIY i3 COOOI0 TPOIIEHSATA, 3ATUISIMO-
BaHi KPOB'10, BiIOYB 10 AHIJIi1 i1 OCEeJIMBCS TYT y TIOBHI CaMoOTi,
J00pe po3yMilouu, IO sIK TiIbKY OpraHi3allis 1i3HAE€ThCS, JIe BiH
OCEJIMBCS, He MUHE 1 TUXHS, SIK 3MIMCHUTHCS MPABOCYIS.

Crapuii mpocgecop MpOCTITHYB TPEMTSUY PYKY U y3sIB LIUTap-
Ky.

— 51 y TBOIY Bnami, AHHO, — CKa3aB BiH, — ajie TU 3aBKu Oya
JI00pOoI0 10 MEHe.

— 51 me He po3MoBLIA PO MOro rOJIOBHUM 3JI0YMH, — ITPOIO-
BXyBasia xiHKa. — Cepell 4eHiB opraHizailii OyB Miii KOXaHUM.
[InsixeTHwnii, 6e3KOPUCITUBUI, BiH KOXaB MEHE, KOPOTKO Kaxy-
YK, MOBHA MPOTUJIEKHICTh MOEMY YOJIOBiKOBi. BiH HeHaBuIiB



HACWJILCTBO. MM Bci OyiM BUHHI, SIKINO IIe MPOBWHA, aJjie BiH
He OyB. [lncaB MeHi MCTH, B AKUX MEPEKOHYBAB 0OPATH iHIIINIA
nuisix. Ll muctu Ta Miil IOJEHHUK, B SIKOMY $1 IeHb Y JIEHb OIH-
CyBaJla MO1 IOYYTTS JJO HbOTO Ta Hallli pi3HI MepeKOHaHHSs, BPsI-
TyBaM O fioro. Miii 4OJIOBIK 3HAWIIIOB 11e¥ IIOJCHHUK 1 JIUCTH 1
cxoBaB ix. BiH i3 ycix cmi HamaraBcst odopHUTH OJIeKcis, 1Moo
MOT0 3aCyIujM 10 cMepTi. Ajie oMy 1ie He Baaiocs. Onekcis
3acianu go Cubipy Ha katopry. Y I1i MUTI, KOJIM MM TYT i3 Ba-
MU CHIUMO, BiH HAIPUBAETbCS TaM Y cojisiHiM miaxTi. [lomymait
Mpo 1€, HeTriTHUKY, Mep3eHHUI HeriqHUKY! Onekciii, YONOoBIK,
YH€e IM’S1 T HE T1IHUI HAaBITh BUMOBJISITH, HUJIIE BaXXKUM JKUT-
TAM pada, a TH Timmiicsa. TBO€ KUTTS 3apa3 y MOIX pyKax, aje
s1 He Xouy 1X OpyaHUTH!

— Tu 3aBxau Oy/a NUIAXETHOIO XiHKOW, AHHO, — TOCTIOap
3aTATHYBCS [TUTAPKOIO.

Bona ninHsinacs, ajie Bipa3y X BIaja Hazajl, 3aCTOTHABIIIM
Biz O0JIIO.

— 4 mymy 3akiHUMTH, — CKa3aia BoHa. — Konmu miil Tepmin
CKIHYMBCSI, s BUPIIIINAJIA 37100y TH IOJICHHUKHY Ta JINCTH 1 BijilIpa-
BUTH 1X POCIICBKOMY YpsITy, III0O0 MOTO KOXaHOTO BUITYCTUJIN Ha
Boumo. S 3Haza, 1o Mii 4ostoBik B AHmi. ITicia Oarateox mics-
1iB OE3IUTIAHMX TONIYKIB 5 HAPEINTi WOro 3HafNuIa. 3Haja, Mo
BiH 30epirae mojieHHUK, 60 oTpumaia B Cubipy Bij HbOTO JIUCTa,
B SIKOMY BiH JIOKOpSIB MeHi, IIUTYIOUH IOIcHHUKA. AJle 51 Oyna
MIEPEeKOHaHa, 3HAI0UM MOTr0 MCTHUBICTb, 1110 BiH HE BiJJ1acTh MeHi
JOKYMEHT 13 BJIacHOI BoJi. §I Masia iloro BKpacTtu. 3 i€l Me-



TOI0 BHMHAWHsJIa TIPUBATHOTO areHTa-/IeTeKTUBA, KOTPUM MpPUii-
IIOB y OYIMHOK YOJIOBiKA SIK CEKpeTap, 11e OyB TBill APYTUil cek-
perap, Cepriio, Tol, KOTpUI TaK TMOKBAMBCS MOKUHYTH TeOe.
Vomy Branocs 3°sicyBaTy, IO MONECHHYK i JIUCTH JIEKAaTh Y Ce-
PeIHIN LIyXJIsi/li CeKpeTepa, TaKoXK BiH CKOMiOBaB KJoua. bijb-
I11e HiY0ro poOUTH He XOTiB. Jlue mepesaB MeHi Tu1aH OyUHKY
7 TIOBIJJOMUB, 1110 B JPYTii MOJIOBUHI AHS B KaOiHETi HIKOTO HE
OyBae, 00 cekpeTap Npalioe Och TYT, HArOpi. 3PetITolo s 3BAKU-
Jlacsl Ta IMPOHMKJIA B OCEITI0, 00 3a0party manepu. MeHi 11e Ba-
Jocsl, aje sikoro 1iHow! JIokymeHTH OyaM B MOIX pyKax i 51 Bxke
3aMUKaIa MyXJIsy CTOJTY, KOJIM TOU IOHAK CXOMUB MeHe. S1 fioro
Oaumsia BpaHIli. Mu 3ycTpinmcs Ha AOpoO3i, 1 s cuTana, ae Ku-
Be nipopecop Kopem, He 3HaI0uH, 1110 BiH MPaLlOE CEKPETAPEM Y
IbOMY OOIHCTI.

— Came tak! — BurykHyB ['onmc. — [TpuidimoBnm goaomy, cex-
perap po3MoBIB CBOEMY IpalleJaBIlio Ipo 3ycTpidy. Bmupaiouu,
crpoOyBaB MOSICHUTH, 1110 11e OyJ1a BOHa, TOOTO Ta, PO KOTPY BiH
JIOMY Ka3aB.

— Jlo3BOJIbTE MEHI 3aKIHYWTH, — BJIaJHO 3Bejija JKiHKa, 1 11
o0m4us cnoTBOpuiIocs, OyniMTo Bif 6omo. — Ko 1oHak yrnas
rOpuIMIIb, s KUHYJIACSA TeTh 13 KIMHATH, TOMWIWJIACS BEpUMa
W ONMMHWIACS B CIIAJIBHI YOJIOBIKA. BiH XOTIB MeHe BumaTu. Aje
s cKazajia YoMy, IO MOro KUTTS B MOIX pyKax. SIKIIO BiH Bij-
JaCTh MEHE MPaBOCYII0, TO s BUJIaM MOro oprasizaiiii. XoTiia
JKUTHU HE 3apaju cede camol, a MaJia pealtizyBarty 3aaymMane. Bin
3HaB, MMIO s 3pOOJI0 T, YUM TOTPOKYBAJIA, 1 MO WOTO JNONS — Y



MOIX pyKax. 3 L€l MPUYNHHU, 1 BUHATKOBO TOMY BiH CXOBaB Me-
He. IIIToBXHYB MeHe B i€l CXOBOK, 1110 3aJIMIIMBCS BiJ] MUHYJIUX
4aciB, 1 PO AKWU 3HaB JIMIIE BiH. YOJOBIK XapuyBaBCs y CBOIU
CHaJIbHI ¥ MIT BUJILTSTA MEH1 IEIIUITI0 CBOET 1Ki. MU BUpIIIWIH,
1110, KOJIM TIOJTIlisl TOKWMHE OY/IMHOK, s1 3HUKHY BHOYI W HIKOJIU
OiyIbIIIe He TIOBEepHYCs. AJle BU SIKUMOCh YMHOM TIPO BCE JIi3Ha-
JIUCS.

BoHa BuiiHsJIa 3-32 N1a3yXU HEBEJIUKUY MAKET.

— Bucnyxaiite Moi octanHi ciosa. Lleii maker BpsaTye Onekcis,
s IOBIpsIIO FOTO BAIlliil YeCTi Ta Ballliil I0OOBI JIO CIpaBe/IuBO-
cri. Bi3pMiTh Moro. BigHeciTh y pociiicbke OCOIbCTBO. 1 BUKO-
HaJ1a CBiil OOOB’SI30K i...

— 3ynuHiTh 11! — BUryknyB ['onmc. Bin kuHyBcs 10 KiHKY 1
BUPBAB 13 11 pyK MaJIEHbKY IUIAIICUKY.

— Ili3HO, — cka3asa BOHA M ynaJjla Ha JIKKO. — S mpuiHsia
OTpYTy 1lIE NEPe TUM, SIK BUUTHU 31 CXOBKY. ¥ T'OJIOBI ITAMOPO-
ynthes. S1 BMupaio. [Iporry, cep, He 3a0yabTe PO MakKeT.

— [IpocTuii BUNagoOK, OfHAK NIEBHUM YHMHOM JykKe MOBYAJIb-
HMM, — 3ayBaxuB ['onMc, Ko My noepraymcs 1o micra. — Bes
cripaBa 3aJieXkasa Bij meHcHe. SIkOM He IacvBa BUIAIKOBICTD,
1110 BMUPAIOYMiA CEKpETap OCTaHHbOI MUTI CXONMB HOTO, 51 HE Tie-
PEKOHaHUi1, 0 MU O 3HAUILIM po3B’s130K. MeHi Oyno 3po3yMi-
JI0, 1110, BTPATUBILY TaKi MOTYXHI CKeJIbLid, JIIOIMHA cTa€ Oe3o-
pagHoio Ta ciainow. Ilpuragyere, Konu BU 3aneBHAIA MEHE, 11O
BOHA i Ha3a/l POMIIUIA TI€I0 CAMOIO BY3bKOIO CMYKKOIO TPaBH, Hi



pasy He CTynuBIIH BOIK, a s cKasas, 1o 1ie OyB noaswr. [Ipo cebe
K BUPIIIKB, 110 116 HEMOXJIMBO, Xi0a 110, HA Hallle HemacTs, y
Hel BUsSIBWIIOCS O 3amacHe neHcHe. Toji 5 moyaB cepilo3HO PO3-
MipKOBYBAaTH HaJI TMOTe3010, 10 BJIACHUIIS MIEHCHE 1 J0Ci B Oy-
JVHKY. BUSIBUBIIM CXOXKiCTh TBOX KOPHUIIOPIB, 51 30arHyB, 110 BO-
Ha JIy’Ke JIETKO MOIJia 1X CIUIyTaTh. Y TakoMmy pasi, BOUEBU/Ib,
BOHA MaJla MOTPANMTHU 10 crajbHI npodecopa. Lle MipkyBaHH:A
HACTOPOKUIJIO MEHE, 1 51 pETEJIbHO OIJISIHYB KIMHATY, pO3PaxoBy-
I0YM TIOMITUTH B Hill XOU fIKiCh O3HAaKM cXOBaHKU. Kwium OyB
IiTICHUY 1 TYTO HATATHYTHI Ha 11031, 1 51 BIJKUHYB BEPCIIO PO
JoK. Moria OyTH Hillla 0331y KHUT, Take OyBa€ B CTAPOBUHHUX
6i0miorekax. 51 3BepHyB yBary, 110 KHUTY PO3KU/IaHi BCIO/IH, ajie
He nepen Tiew madgow. OTxe, BOHA MOIJIa CIyryBaTu JBEPUMA.
AJle *KOIHUX IHIIUX O3HAK, SIKi O MiATBEPIKYBAIX MOIO TEOPIIO,
He Oyno. Toxi 51 3HOBY 3BepHYB yBary Ha KuiuM. Bin OyB cipyBa-
TO-OpyHATHUH, 1 s MIT JIETKO MPOBECTU OIUH eKcriepuMeHT. [l
[bOTO BUKYPUB HE3JIIYEHHY KUIbKICTh LIUX YyHOBUX LIUIAPOK 1
00CHIIaB TIOMEJIOM YCIO Imiytory 611 mio3pisiol madmu. Lei mpo-
CTUIA BUBEPT BUABUBCA LyXke epeKTuBHUM. IToTiM My minum 1o-
HU3Y 1 51, BarcoHe, y Balliii MpUCYTHOCTI NEpEeKOHABCs (BTIM, BU
HE 30BCIM 3PO3yMLIH, JO YOro Ti MOI pO3MUTYBAHHS), 11O TTPO-
(ecop nmouas ictu Habararo Oinbie. Lporo i ciig Oyo ouikyBa-
TH, SIKIIIO MOMY JIOBEJIOCS TO[lyBaTH I1ie OAHY JitoauHy. [lotiM mu
3HOBY MiAHSUIMCS B CHIAIbHIO. PO3cHnaBIm nayuky 3 [uUrapkamu,
s1 OTPUMAB HAroly YBaKHO JOCITIIUTH KUJIMM 1 TIEpEKOHABCS, 110
i/ 9ac HaIol BiICYyTHOCTI OpaHKa MOKHUJaga CBifl MPHUTYIIOK. . .



Hy, I'onkince, ock 1 Yepinr-Kpocc. Bitaio Bac i3 Baano 3akpu-
TUM CITiACTBOM. Bu, He cyMHiBaiocs, moijieTe 3BiJICH MPsIMO A0
Ckomiena-Apay. A Hain nuisix, Batcone, 1eXUTh 10 pOCIMChKO-
'O IOCOJIbCTBA.



The Adventure of the
Golden Pince-Nez

When I look at the three massive manuscript volumes which
contain our work for the year 1894 I confess that it is very
difficult for me, out of such a wealth of material, to select the
cases which are most interesting in themselves and at the same
time most conducive to a display of those peculiar powers for
which my friend was famous. As I turn over the pages I see my
notes upon the repulsive story of the red leech and the terrible
death of Crosby the banker. Here also I find an account of the
Addleton tragedy and the singular contents of the ancient British
barrow. The famous Smith-Mortimer succession case comes also
within this period, and so does the tracking and arrest of Huret,
the Boulevard assassin — an exploit which won for Holmes an
autograph letter of thanks from the French President and the
Order of the Legion of Honour. Each of these would furnish
a narrative, but on the whole I am of opinion that none of
them unite so many singular points of interest as the episode
of Yoxley Old Place, which includes not only the lamentable
death of young Willoughby Smith, but also those subsequent
developments which threw so curious a light upon the causes of
the crime.

It was a wild, tempestuous night towards the close of



November. Holmes and I sat together in silence all the evening,
he engaged with a powerful lens deciphering the remains of
the original inscription upon a palimpsest, I deep in a recent
treatise upon surgery. Outside the wind howled down Baker
Street, while the rain beat fiercely against the windows. It was
strange there in the very depths of the town, with ten miles of
man’s handiwork on every side of us, to feel the iron grip of
Nature, and to be conscious that to the huge elemental forces
all London was no more than the molehills that dot the fields.
I walked to the window and looked out on the deserted street.
The occasional lamps gleamed on the expanse of muddy road
and shining pavement. a single cab was splashing its way from
the Oxford Street end.

“Well, Watson, it’s as well we have not to turn out to-night,”
said Holmes, laying aside his lens and rolling up the palimpsest.
“I've done enough for one sitting. It is trying work for the eyes. So
far as I can make out it is nothing more exciting than an Abbey’s
accounts dating from the second half of the fifteenth century.
Halloa! Halloa! Halloa! What'’s this?”

Amid the droning of the wind there had come the stamping of
a horse’s hoofs and the long grind of a wheel as it rasped against
the kerb. The cab which I had seen had pulled up at our door.

“What can he want?” I ejaculated, as a man stepped out of it.

“Want! He wants us. And we, my poor Watson, want
overcoats and cravats and goloshes, and every aid that man ever
invented to fight the weather. Wait a bit, though! There’s the cab



off again! There’s hope yet. He’d have kept it if he had wanted
us to come. Run down, my dear fellow, and open the door, for
all virtuous folk have been long in bed.”

When the light of the hall lamp fell upon our midnight visitor
I had no difficulty in recognising him. It was young Stanley
Hopkins, a promising detective, in whose career Holmes had
several times shown a very practical interest.

“Is he in?” he asked, eagerly.

“Come up, my dear sir,” said Holmes’s voice from above. “I
hope you have no designs upon us on such a night as this.”

The detective mounted the stairs, and our lamp gleamed upon
his shining waterproof. I helped him out of it while Holmes
knocked a blaze out of the logs in the grate.

“Now, my dear Hopkins, draw up and warm your toes,” said
he. “Here’s a cigar, and the doctor has a prescription containing
hot water and a lemon which is good medicine on a night like
this. It must be something important which has brought you out
in such a gale.”

“It 1s indeed, Mr. Holmes. I've had a bustling afternoon, I
promise you. Did you see anything of the Yoxley case in the
latest editions?”

“I’'ve seen nothing later than the fifteenth century today.”

“Well, it was only a paragraph, and all wrong at that, so you
have not missed anything. I haven’t let the grass grow under my
feet. It’s down in Kent, seven miles from Chatham and three
from the railway line. I was wired for at three-fifteen, reached



Yoxley Old Place at five, conducted my investigation, was back
at Charing Cross by the last train, and straight to you by cab.”

“Which means, I suppose, that you are not quite clear about
your case?”

“It means that I can make neither head nor tail of it. So far as
I can see it is just as tangled a business as ever I handled, and yet
at first it seemed so simple that one couldn’t go wrong. There’s
no motive, Mr. Holmes. That’s what bothers me — I can’t put my
hand on a motive. Here’s a man dead — there’s no denying that —
but, so far as I can see, no reason on earth why anyone should
wish him harm.”

Holmes lit his cigar and leaned back in his chair.

“Let us hear about it,” said he.

“I've got my facts pretty clear,” said Stanley Hopkins. “All
I want now is to know what they all mean. The story, so far
as I can make it out, is like this. Some years ago this country
house, Yoxley Old Place, was taken by an elderly man, who gave
the name of Professor Coram. He was an invalid, keeping his
bed half the time, and the other half hobbling round the house
with a stick or being pushed about the grounds by the gardener
in a bath-chair. He was well liked by the few neighbours who
called upon him, and he has the reputation down there of being
a very learned man. His household used to consist of an elderly
housekeeper, Mrs. Marker, and of a maid, Susan Tarlton. These
have both been with him since his arrival, and they seem to be
women of excellent character. The Professor is writing a learned



book, and he found it necessary about a year ago to engage a
secretary. The first two that he tried were not successes; but
the third, Mr. Willoughby Smith, a very young man straight
from the University, seems to have been just what his employer
wanted. His work consisted in writing all the morning to the
Professor’s dictation, and he usually spent the evening in hunting
up references and passages which bore upon the next day’s
work. This Willoughby Smith has nothing against him either as
a boy at Uppingham or as a young man at Cambridge. I have
seen his testimonials, and from the first he was a decent, quiet,
hardworking fellow, with no weak spot in him at all. And yet this
is the lad who has met his death this morning in the Professor’s
study under circumstances which can point only to murder.”

The wind howled and screamed at the windows. Holmes and 1
drew closer to the fire while the young inspector slowly and point
by point developed his singular narrative.

“If you were to search all England,” said he, “I don’t suppose
you could find a household more self-contained or free from
outside influences. Whole weeks would pass and not one of them
go past the garden gate. The Professor was buried in his work
and existed for nothing else. Young Smith knew nobody in the
neighbourhood, and lived very much as his employer did. The
two women had nothing to take them from the house. Mortimer
the gardener, who wheels the bath-chair, is an Army pensioner —
an old Crimean man of excellent character. He does not live in
the house, but in a three-roomed cottage at the other end of the



garden. Those are the only people that you would find within the
grounds of Yoxley Old Place. At the same time, the gate of the
garden is a hundred yards from the main London to Chatham
road. It opens with a latch, and there is nothing to prevent anyone
from walking in.

“Now I will give you the evidence of Susan Tarlton, who is
the only person who can say anything positive about the matter.
It was in the forenoon, between eleven and twelve. She was
engaged at the moment in hanging some curtains in the upstairs
front bedroom. Professor Coram was still in bed, for when the
weather is bad he seldom rises before midday. The housekeeper
was busied with some work in the back of the house. Willoughby
Smith had been in his bedroom, which he uses as a sitting-room;
but the maid heard him at that moment pass along the passage
and descend to the study immediately below her. She did not see
him, but she says that she could not be mistaken in his quick,
firm tread. She did not hear the study door close, but a minute or
so later there was a dreadful cry in the room below. It was a wild,
hoarse scream, so strange and unnatural that it might have come
either from a man or a woman. At the same instant there was a
heavy thud, which shook the old house, and then all was silence.
The maid stood petrified for a moment, and then, recovering
her courage, she ran downstairs. The study door was shut, and
she opened it. Inside young Mr. Willoughby Smith was stretched
upon the floor. At first she could see no injury, but as she tried
to raise him she saw that blood was pouring from the underside



of his neck. It was pierced by a very small but very deep wound,
which had divided the carotid artery. The instrument with which
the injury had been inflicted lay upon the carpet beside him. It
was one of those small sealing-wax knives to be found on old-
fashioned writing-tables, with an ivory handle and a stiff blade.
It was part of the fittings of the Professor’s own desk.

“At first the maid thought that young Smith was already dead,
but on pouring some water from the carafe over his forehead he
opened his eyes for an instant. ‘“The Professor,” he murmured —
‘it was she.” The maid is prepared to swear that those were the
exact words. He tried desperately to say something else, and he
held his right hand up in the air. Then he fell back dead.

“In the meantime the housekeeper had also arrived upon
the scene, but she was just too late to catch the young man’s
dying words. Leaving Susan with the body, she hurried to the
Professor’s room. He was sitting up in bed horribly agitated, for
he had heard enough to convince him that something terrible had
occurred. Mrs. Marker is prepared to swear that the Professor
was still in his night-clothes, and, indeed, it was impossible for
him to dress without the help of Mortimer, whose orders were
to come at twelve o’clock. The Professor declares that he heard
the distant cry, but that he knows nothing more. He can give no
explanation of the young man’s last words, “The Professor — it was
she,” but imagines that they were the outcome of delirium. He
believes that Willoughby Smith had not an enemy in the world,
and can give no reason for the crime. His first action was to send



Mortimer the gardener for the local police. a little later the chief
constable sent for me. Nothing was moved before I got there, and
strict orders were given that no one should walk upon the paths
leading to the house. It was a splendid chance of putting your
theories into practice, Mr. Sherlock Holmes. There was really
nothing wanting.”

“Except Mr. Sherlock Holmes,” said my companion, with a
somewhat bitter smile. “Well, let us hear about it. What sort of
job did you make of it?”

“I must ask you first, Mr. Holmes, to glance at this rough
plan, which will give you a general idea of the position of the
Professor’s study and the various points of the case. It will help
you in following my investigation.”

He unfolded the rough chart, which I here reproduce, and he
laid it across Holmes’s knee. I rose, and, standing behind Holmes,
I studied it over his shoulder.
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“It is very rough, of course, and it only deals with the points
which seem to me to be essential. All the rest you will see later
for yourself. Now, first of all, presuming that the assassin entered
the house, how did he or she come in? Undoubtedly by the garden
path and the back door, from which there is direct access to the
study. Any other way would have been exceedingly complicated.
The escape must have also been made along that line, for of
the two other exits from the room one was blocked by Susan as
she ran downstairs and the other leads straight to the Professor’s
bedroom. I therefore directed my attention at once to the garden
path, which was saturated with recent rain and would certainly
show any footmarks.

“My examination showed me that I was dealing with a cautious



and expert criminal. No footmarks were to be found on the path.
There could be no question, however, that someone had passed
along the grass border which lines the path, and that he had done
so in order to avoid leaving a track. I could not find anything
in the nature of a distinct impression, but the grass was trodden
down and someone had undoubtedly passed. It could only have
been the murderer, since neither the gardener nor anyone else
had been there that morning and the rain had only begun during
the night.”

“One moment,” said Holmes. “Where does this path lead to?”

“To the road.”

“How long is it?”

“A hundred yards or so.”

“At the point where the path passes through the gate you could
surely pick up the tracks?”

“Unfortunately, the path was tiled at that point.”

“Well, on the road itself?”

“No; it was all trodden into mire.”

“Tut-tut! Well, then, these tracks upon the grass, were they
coming or going?”

“It was impossible to say. There was never any outline.”

“A large foot or a small?”

“You could not distinguish.”

Holmes gave an ejaculation of impatience.

“It has been pouring rain and blowing a hurricane ever since,”
said he. “It will be harder to read now than that palimpsest. Well,



well, it can’t be helped. What did you do, Hopkins, after you had
made certain that you had made certain of nothing?”

“I think I made certain of a good deal, Mr. Holmes. I knew
that someone had entered the house cautiously from without. I
next examined the corridor. It is lined with cocoanut matting and
had taken no impression of any kind. This brought me into the
study itself. It is a scantily-furnished room. The main article is a
large writing-table with a fixed bureau. This bureau consists of a
double column of drawers with a central small cupboard between
them. The drawers were open, the cupboard locked. The drawers,
it seems, were always open, and nothing of value was kept in
them. There were some papers of importance in the cupboard,
but there were no signs that this had been tampered with, and the
Professor assures me that nothing was missing. It is certain that
no robbery has been committed.

“I come now to the body of the young man. It was found
near the bureau, and just to the left of it, as marked upon that
chart. The stab was on the right side of the neck and from behind
forwards, so that it is almost impossible that it could have been
self-inflicted.”

“Unless he fell upon the knife,” said Holmes.

“Exactly. The idea crossed my mind. But we found the knife
some feet away from the body, so that seems impossible. Then,
of course, there are the man’s own dying words. And, finally,
there was this very important piece of evidence which was found
clasped in the dead man’s right hand.”



From his pocket Stanley Hopkins drew a small paper packet.
He unfolded it and disclosed a golden pince-nez, with two
broken ends of black silk cord dangling from the end of it.
“Willoughby Smith had excellent sight,” he added. “There can
be no question that this was snatched from the face or the person
of the assassin.”

Sherlock Holmes took the glasses into his hand and examined
them with the utmost attention and interest. He held them on
his nose, endeavoured to read through them, went to the window
and stared up the street with them, looked at them most minutely
in the full light of the lamp, and finally, with a chuckle, seated
himself at the table and wrote a few lines upon a sheet of paper,
which he tossed across to Stanley Hopkins.

“That’s the best I can do for you,” said he. “It may prove to
be of some use.”

The astonished detective read the note aloud. It ran as
follows: —

“Wanted, a woman of good address, attired like a lady. She has
aremarkably thick nose, with eyes which are set close upon either
side of it. She has a puckered forehead, a peering expression,
and probably rounded shoulders. There are indications that she
has had recourse to an optician at least twice during the last
few months. As her glasses are of remarkable strength and as
opticians are not very numerous, there should be no difficulty in
tracing her.”

Holmes smiled at the astonishment of Hopkins, which must



have been reflected upon my features.

“Surely my deductions are simplicity itself,” said he. “It would
be difficult to name any articles which afford a finer field for
inference than a pair of glasses, especially so remarkable a pair
as these. That they belong to a woman I infer from their delicacy,
and also, of course, from the last words of the dying man.
As to her being a person of refinement and well dressed, they
are, as you perceive, handsomely mounted in solid gold, and it
is inconceivable that anyone who wore such glasses could be
slatternly in other respects. You will find that the clips are too
wide for your nose, showing that the lady’s nose was very broad
at the base. This sort of nose is usually a short and coarse one,
but there are a sufficient number of exceptions to prevent me
from being dogmatic or from insisting upon this point in my
description. My own face is a narrow one, and yet I find that
I cannot get my eyes into the centre, or near the centre, of
these glasses. Therefore the lady’s eyes are set very near to the
sides of the nose. You will perceive, Watson, that the glasses are
concave and of unusual strength. a lady whose vision has been
so extremely contracted all her life is sure to have the physical
characteristics of such vision, which are seen in the forehead, the
eyelids, and the shoulders.”

“Yes,” I said, “I can follow each of your arguments. I confess,
however, that I am unable to understand how you arrive at the
double visit to the optician.”

Holmes took the glasses in his hand.



“You will perceive,” he said, “that the clips are lined with tiny
bands of cork to soften the pressure upon the nose. One of these
is discoloured and worn to some slight extent, but the other is
new. Evidently one has fallen off and been replaced. I should
judge that the older of them has not been there more than a few
months. They exactly correspond, so I gather that the lady went
back to the same establishment for the second.”

“By George, it’s marvellous!” cried Hopkins, in an ecstasy of
admiration. “To think that I had all that evidence in my hand and
never knew it! I had intended, however, to go the round of the
London opticians.”

“Of course you would. Meanwhile, have you anything more
to tell us about the case?”

“Nothing, Mr. Holmes. I think that you know as much as I
do now — probably more. We have had inquiries made as to any
stranger seen on the country roads or at the railway station. We
have heard of none. What beats me is the utter want of all object
in the crime. Not a ghost of a motive can anyone suggest.”

“Ah! There I am not in a position to help you. But I suppose
you want us to come out tomorrow?”

“If it is not asking too much, Mr. Holmes. There’s a train from
Charing Cross to Chatham at six in the morning, and we should
be at Yoxley Old Place between eight and nine.”

“Then we shall take it. Your case has certainly some features
of great interest, and I shall be delighted to look into it. Well, it’s
nearly one, and we had best get a few hours’ sleep. I dare say you



can manage all right on the sofa in front of the fire. I'll light my
spirit-lamp and give you a cup of coffee before we start.”

The gale had blown itself out next day, but it was a bitter
morning when we started upon our journey. We saw the cold
winter sun rise over the dreary marshes of the Thames and the
long, sullen reaches of the river, which I shall ever associate with
our pursuit of the Andaman Islander in the earlier days of our
career. After a long and weary journey we alighted at a small
station some miles from Chatham. While a horse was being put
into a trap at the local inn we snatched a hurried breakfast, and so
we were all ready for business when we at last arrived at Yoxley
Old Place.

“Well, Wilson, any news?”

“No, sir, nothing.”

“No reports of any stranger seen?”

“No, sir. Down at the station they are certain that no stranger
either came or went yesterday.”

“Have you had inquiries made at inns and lodgings?”

“Yes, sir; there is no one that we cannot account for.”

“Well, it’s only a reasonable walk to Chatham. Anyone might
stay there, or take a train without being observed. This is the
garden path of which I spoke, Mr. Holmes. I'll pledge my word
there was no mark on it yesterday.”

“On which side were the marks on the grass?”

“This side, sir. This narrow margin of grass between the path
and the flower-bed. I can’t see the traces now, but they were clear



to me then.”

“Yes, yes; someone has passed along,” said Holmes, stooping
over the grass border. “Our lady must have picked her steps
carefully, must she not, since on the one side she would leave a
track on the path, and on the other an even clearer one on the
soft bed?”

“Yes, sir, she must have been a cool hand.”

I saw an intent look pass over Holmes’s face.

“You say that she must have come back this way?”

“Yes, sir; there is no other.”

“On this strip of grass?”

“Certainly, Mr. Holmes.”

“Hum! It was a very remarkable performance — very
remarkable. Well, I think we have exhausted the path. Let us go
farther. This garden door is usually kept open, I suppose? Then
this visitor had nothing to do but to walk in. The idea of murder
was not in her mind, or she would have provided herself with
some sort of weapon, instead of having to pick this knife off the
writing-table. She advanced along this corridor, leaving no traces
upon the cocoanut matting. Then she found herself in this study.
How long was she there? We have no means of judging.”

Holmes looking at a blood stain on a wall.

“Not more than a few minutes, sir. I forgot to tell you that Mrs.
Marker, the housekeeper, had been in there tidying not very long
before — about a quarter of an hour, she says.”

“Well, that gives us a limit. Our lady enters this room and what



does she do? She goes over to the writing-table. What for? Not
for anything in the drawers. If there had been anything worth
her taking it would surely have been locked up. No; it was for
something in that wooden bureau. Halloa! what is that scratch
upon the face of it? Just hold a match, Watson. Why did you not
tell me of this, Hopkins?”

The mark which he was examining began upon the brass work
on the right-hand side of the keyhole, and extended for about
four inches, where it had scratched the varnish from the surface.

“I noticed it, Mr. Holmes. But you’ll always find scratches
round a keyhole.”

“This is recent, quite recent. See how the brass shines where
it is cut. An old scratch would be the same colour as the surface.
Look at it through my lens. There’s the varnish, too, like earth
on each side of a furrow. Is Mrs. Marker there?”

A sad-faced, elderly woman came into the room.

“Did you dust this bureau yesterday morning?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Did you notice this scratch?”

“No, sir, I did not.”

“I am sure you did not, for a duster would have swept away
these shreds of varnish. Who has the key of this bureau?”

“The Professor keeps it on his watch-chain.”

“Is it a simple key?”

“No, sir; it is a Chubb’s key.”

“Very good. Mrs. Marker, you can go. Now we are making



a little progress. Our lady enters the room, advances to the
bureau, and either opens it or tries to do so. While she is thus
engaged young Willoughby Smith enters the room. In her hurry
to withdraw the key she makes this scratch upon the door.
He seizes her, and she, snatching up the nearest object, which
happens to be this knife, strikes at him in order to make him let
go his hold. The blow is a fatal one. He falls and she escapes,
either with or without the object for which she has come. Is Susan
the maid there? Could anyone have got away through that door
after the time that you heard the cry, Susan?”

“No sir; it 1s impossible. Before I got down the stair I'd have
seen anyone in the passage. Besides, the door never opened, for
I would have heard it.”

“That settles this exit. Then no doubt the lady went out the
way she came. I understand that this other passage leads only to
the Professor’s room. There is no exit that way?”

“No, sir.”

“We shall go down it and make the acquaintance of the
Professor. Halloa, Hopkins! This is very important, very
important indeed. The Professor’s corridor is also lined with
cocoanut matting.”

“Well, sir, what of that?”

“Don’t you see any bearing upon the case? Well, well, I don’t
insist upon it. No doubt I am wrong. And yet it seems to me to
be suggestive. Come with me and introduce me.”

We passed down the passage, which was of the same length



as that which led to the garden. At the end was a short flight of
steps ending in a door. Our guide knocked, and then ushered us
into the Professor’s bedroom.

It was a very large chamber, lined with innumerable volumes,
which had overflowed from the shelves and lay in piles in the
corners, or were stacked all round at the base of the cases. The
bed was in the centre of the room, and in it, propped up with
pillows, was the owner of the house. I have seldom seen a more
remarkable-looking person. It was a gaunt, aquiline face which
was turned towards us, with piercing dark eyes, which lurked
in deep hollows under overhung and tufted brows. His hair and
beard were white, save that the latter was curiously stained with
yellow around his mouth. a cigarette glowed amid the tangle of
white hair, and the air of the room was fetid with stale tobacco-
smoke. As he held out his hand to Holmes I perceived that it also
was stained yellow with nicotine.

“A smoker, Mr. Holmes?” said he, speaking well-chosen
English with a curious little mincing accent. “Pray take a
cigarette. And you, sir? I can recommend them, for I have them
especially prepared by Ionides of Alexandria. He sends me a
thousand at a time, and I grieve to say that I have to arrange for
a fresh supply every fortnight. Bad, sir, very bad, but an old man
has few pleasures. Tobacco and my work — that is all that is left
to me.”

Holmes had lit a cigarette, and was shooting little darting
glances all over the room.



“Tobacco and my work, but now only tobacco,” the old man
exclaimed. “Alas! What a fatal interruption! Who could have
foreseen such a terrible catastrophe? So estimable a young man!
I assure you that after a few months’ training he was an admirable
assistant. What do you think of the matter, Mr. Holmes?”

“I have not yet made up my mind.”

“I shall indeed be indebted to you if you can throw a light
where all is so dark to us. To a poor bookworm and invalid like
myself such a blow is paralyzing. I seem to have lost the faculty of
thought. But you are a man of action — you are a man of affairs. It
1s part of the everyday routine of your life. You can preserve your
balance in every emergency. We are fortunate indeed in having
you at our side.”

Holmes was pacing up and down one side of the room whilst
the old Professor was talking. I observed that he was smoking
with extraordinary rapidity. It was evident that he shared our
host’s liking for the fresh Alexandrian cigarettes.

“Yes, sir, it is a crushing blow,” said the old man. “That is
my MAGNUM OPUS - the pile of papers on the side table
yonder. It is my analysis of the documents found in the Coptic
monasteries of Syria and Egypt, a work which will cut deep at the
very foundations of revealed religion. With my enfeebled health
I do not know whether I shall ever be able to complete it now
that my assistant has been taken from me. Dear me, Mr. Holmes;
why, you are even a quicker smoker than I am myself.”

Holmes smiled.



“I am a connoisseur,” said he, taking another cigarette from
the box — his fourth — and lighting it from the stub of that which
he had finished. “I will not trouble you with any lengthy cross-
examination, Professor Coram, since I gather that you were in
bed at the time of the crime and could know nothing about it. I
would only ask this. What do you imagine that this poor fellow
meant by his last words: “The Professor — it was she’?”

The Professor shook his head.

“Susan is a country girl,” said he, “and you know the incredible
stupidity of that class. I fancy that the poor fellow murmured
some incoherent delirious words, and that she twisted them into
this meaningless message.”

“I see. You have no explanation yourself of the tragedy?”

“Possibly an accident; possibly — I only breathe it among
ourselves — a suicide. Young men have their hidden troubles —
some affair of the heart, perhaps, which we have never known.
It is a more probable supposition than murder.”

“But the eyeglasses?”

“Ah! I am only a student — a man of dreams. I cannot explain
the practical things of life. But still, we are aware, my friend, that
love-gages may take strange shapes. By all means take another
cigarette. It is a pleasure to see anyone appreciate them so. a
fan, a glove, glasses — who knows what article may be carried as
a token or treasured when a man puts an end to his life? This
gentleman speaks of footsteps in the grass; but, after all, it is easy
to be mistaken on such a point. As to the knife, it might well be



thrown far from the unfortunate man as he fell. It is possible that
I speak as a child, but to me it seems that Willoughby Smith has
met his fate by his own hand.”

Holmes seemed struck by the theory thus put forward, and he
continued to walk up and down for some time, lost in thought
and consuming cigarette after cigarette.

“Tell me, Professor Coram,” he said, at last, “what is in that
cupboard in the bureau?”

“Nothing that would help a thief. Family papers, letters from
my poor wife, diplomas of Universities which have done me
honour. Here is the key. You can look for yourself.”

Holmes picked up the key and looked at it for an instant; then
he handed it back.

“No; I hardly think that it would help me,” said he. “I should
prefer to go quietly down to your garden and turn the whole
matter over in my head. There is something to be said for the
theory of suicide which you have put forward. We must apologize
for having intruded upon you, Professor Coram, and I promise
that we won’t disturb you until after lunch. At two o’clock we will
come again and report to you anything which may have happened
in the interval.”

Holmes was curiously distrait, and we walked up and down
the garden path for some time in silence.

“Have you a clue?” I asked, at last.

“It depends upon those cigarettes that I smoked,” said he. “It is
possible that I am utterly mistaken. The cigarettes will show me.”



“My dear Holmes,” I exclaimed, “how on earth —”

“Well, well, you may see for yourself. If not, there’s no harm
done. Of course, we always have the optician clue to fall back
upon, but I take a shortcut when I can get it. Ah, here is the
good Mrs. Marker! Let us enjoy five minutes of instructive
conversation with her.”

I may have remarked before that Holmes had, when he liked, a
peculiarly ingratiating way with women, and that he very readily
established terms of confidence with them. In half the time
which he had named he had captured the housekeeper’s goodwill,
and was chatting with her as if he had known her for years.

“Yes, Mr. Holmes, it is as you say, sir. He does smoke
something terrible. All day and sometimes all night, sir. I've seen
that room of a morning — well, sir, you’d have thought it was a
London fog. Poor young Mr. Smith, he was a smoker also, but
not as bad as the Professor. His health — well, I don’t know that
it’s better nor worse for the smoking.”

“Ah!” said Holmes, “but it kills the appetite.”

“Well, I don’t know about that, sir.”

“I suppose the Professor eats hardly anything?”

“Well, he is variable. I'll say that for him.”

“I'll wager he took no breakfast this morning, and won’t face
his lunch after all the cigarettes I saw him consume.”

“Well, youre out there, sir, as it happens, for he ate a
remarkable big breakfast this morning. I don’t know when I've
known him make a better one, and he’s ordered a good dish of



cutlets for his lunch. I'm surprised myself, for since I came into
that room yesterday and saw young Mr. Smith lying there on the
floor I couldn’t bear to look at food. Well, it takes all sorts to
make a world, and the Professor hasn’t let it take his appetite
away.”

We loitered the morning away in the garden. Stanley Hopkins
had gone down to the village to look into some rumours of a
strange woman who had been seen by some children on the
Chatham Road the previous morning. As to my friend, all his
usual energy seemed to have deserted him. I had never known
him handle a case in such a half-hearted fashion. Even the news
brought back by Hopkins that he had found the children and
that they had undoubtedly seen a woman exactly corresponding
with Holmes’s description, and wearing either spectacles or
eyeglasses, failed to rouse any sign of keen interest. He was more
attentive when Susan, who waited upon us at lunch, volunteered
the information that she believed Mr. Smith had been out for
a walk yesterday morning, and that he had only returned half
an hour before the tragedy occurred. I could not myself see
the bearing of this incident, but I clearly perceived that Holmes
was weaving it into the general scheme which he had formed in
his brain. Suddenly he sprang from his chair and glanced at his
watch. “Two o’clock, gentlemen,” said he. “We must go up and
have it out with our friend the Professor.”

The old man had just finished his lunch, and certainly his
empty dish bore evidence to the good appetite with which his



housekeeper had credited him. He was, indeed, a weird figure as
he turned his white mane and his glowing eyes towards us. The
eternal cigarette smouldered in his mouth. He had been dressed
and was seated in an arm-chair by the fire.

“Well, Mr. Holmes, have you solved this mystery yet?” He
shoved the large tin of cigarettes which stood on a table beside
him towards my companion. Holmes stretched out his hand at
the same moment, and between them they tipped the box over
the edge. For a minute or two we were all on our knees retrieving
stray cigarettes from impossible places. When we rose again I
observed that Holmes’s eyes were shining and his cheeks tinged
with colour. Only at a crisis have I seen those battle-signals
flying.

“Yes,” said he, “I have solved it.”

Stanley Hopkins and I stared in amazement. Something like a
sneer quivered over the gaunt features of the old Professor.

“Indeed! In the garden?”

“No, here.”

“Here! When?”

“This instant.”

“You are surely joking, Mr. Sherlock Holmes. You compel
me to tell you that this is too serious a matter to be treated in
such a fashion.”

“I have forged and tested every link of my chain, Professor
Coram, and I am sure that it is sound. What your motives are or
what exact part you play in this strange business I am not yet able



to say. In a few minutes I shall probably hear it from your own
lips. Meanwhile I will reconstruct what is past for your benefit,
so that you may know the information which I still require.

“A lady yesterday entered your study. She came with the
intention of possessing herself of certain documents which were
in your bureau. She had a key of her own. I have had an
opportunity of examining yours, and I do not find that slight
discolouration which the scratch made upon the varnish would
have produced. You were not an accessory, therefore, and she
came, so far as I can read the evidence, without your knowledge
to rob you.”

The Professor blew a cloud from his lips. “This is most
interesting and instructive,” said he. “Have you no more to add?
Surely, having traced this lady so far, you can also say what has
become of her.”

“I will endeavour to do so. In the first place she was seized
by your secretary, and stabbed him in order to escape. This
catastrophe I am inclined to regard as an unhappy accident,
for I am convinced that the lady had no intention of inflicting
so grievous an injury. An assassin does not come unarmed.
Horrified by what she had done she rushed wildly away from
the scene of the tragedy. Unfortunately for her she had lost her
glasses in the scuffle, and as she was extremely short-sighted she
was really helpless without them. She ran down a corridor, which
she imagined to be that by which she had come — both were lined
with cocoanut matting — and it was only when it was too late that



she understood that she had taken the wrong passage and that her
retreat was cut off behind her. What was she to do? She could
not go back. She could not remain where she was. She must go
on. She went on. She mounted a stair, pushed open a door, and
found herself in your room.”
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