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MzparensctBo ABBYKA®

I'pannmo3Hoe  (poHTE3UMHHOE MpPUKJIIOYEHHE, OOLIMpHBIE 3aHausi o
NepBOOBITHON KU3HU YOEIUTE/IbHbIE XapaKTePhl FEPOEB.
Booklist

JlonroxJaHHBIA TJIOTOK CBEKEro BO3[yXa B I[APCTBE IETCKOW (DIHTE3H...
Muiens IleiiBep ymeeT BbI3BaTh B rOJI0OBE Y UMTATEJNSI T€ e TPE3bl, UTO POAUIIUCH
OJTHAX/IBI B €€ COOCTBEHHOW T0JIOBE, — IPE3bI YeIOBEKa, OETyIero BMECTe C BOJIKAMU
O NepBOOBITHOMY JIECY.

Fantasy Book Review
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OT aTBOpa

Mup Topaka OTCTOMT OT HAILIETO Ha IIECTb THICSAY JIET; OH CYILECTBOBAJ cpa3y MocJje JeJHU-
KOBOI'O IIEpHOJa U 10 HACTYIUIEHU pbl 3eMJIEJENNA — B T€ BpeMeEHa, Koraa Belo Cepepo-3anagHyio
EBporty NOKpbIBaJIM CILJIOIIHbIE JIECA.

Jlionu Bo BpemeHa Topaka BBIIISIENN B TOYHOCTU KakK BbI U 51, HO )KWJIM OHU MO MHBIM [paBU-
JaMm 1 3akoHam. OHM He 3Ha/IM NMUChbMa, METAJJIOB, KOJIeca, HO U He OCOOEHHO B 3TOM HYXIAJMCh.
Onu 1 6e3 3TOro MpeKpacHo yMesr BbIKUBaTh. OHM 3HAJIM BCE O JKUBOTHBIX, JIEPEBbSIX, CheJOOHbIX
pacTeHusIX U cKasax cBoero pognoro Jleca. 1 eciim um uto-HUOYIb OBUIO HYKHO, OHU 3HAJIH, TJE 3TO
HaWTH WM KaK 3TO CIesaTh.

OHM XKUY MaJIEHBKMMM TUIEMEHAMH U 4acTO NepeMeIaIMCh ¢ MecTa Ha Mecto. HekoTtopeie
OCTaBAJIMCh Ha CTOSIHKE JIMIIIb IeHb-/1Ba, Kak Topak u3 riemenu Bonka, qpyrue Moriu Bech rof ’KuThb
Ha OTHOM MecTe, 1oio0Ho 1iemenu Tionens. Y eciim Bam nHTEpecHo, To ruiemMena Bopona n KaGana
yCIIeJIM HECKOJIBKO M3MEHUTh MECTa CBOEro OOMTaHHS CO BPEMEHM TeX COOBITHH, YTO OIMCAHBI B
kHure «bpar Bonk». Bbl MokeTe yBuzieTh 3TO Ha KapTe, COCTaBJIEHHOM, MTpaB/ia, BECbMa PHOII3HU-
TEJIbHO.

Korpna 51 cobupana marepuan puis «Cepana Bonka», To qoBosbHO 10iro kuia Ha JlopoteHckux
ocTpoBax Ha ceBepo-3anajge Hopseruu, a takxke B ['peHnannuu. f n3yvana TpaauLMOHHBII 00pa3
KU3HU TAaKMX HAPOJOB, KaK CaaMHM M MHHYUTHI, 1 MHOTO€ y3HaJla O TOM, KaK OHH JeJIAloT JIOAKH,
OXOTATCS Ha TIOJIEHEH U IIBIOT ceOe OeK Y.

Tema CasuieHHOro Yr1eca npuiijia KO MHE B pe3yJIbTaTe MOCEIEHUs IPEBHEN CKaJbl CO CTa-
puHHOM pe3bdoii B [lupOeprete (ceBepo-3anan Hopeerun).

Tema OXOTHHKOB MOSIBIJIACH TIOCIE TJTaBaHus ¢ KuTamu-youiiiamu B Tuc-gpopne (CeBepHast
Hopserus). §I 66l HUKOIIA HE cMoIvIa onucaTh olyiieHus: Topaka B Bojie, HE UCIIBITaB CaMa HEUYTO
nono6Hoe. Kak u y Topaka, rmiaBaHue B MOpe BMECTe C KUTaMU-YOMAIIaMK HaBCera MepeMeHIIIO
MO€ OTHOILIEHUE K 9TUM YIUBUTEJIbHBIM CYIIECTBAM.

k % %k

S xouy nodnarogaputs xkureneit [lomapuu B Tpomce (Hopserust) 3a T0o, 4T0 OHU IOMOIJIA MHE
MIOHSATb, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh TIOJIEHEM;  TAKIKE XKUTeNeH 3ara Hoi yacT ['peHnaHIum 3a ux roctenpu-
MMCTBO, OTKPBITOCTb M JOOPO’KEIATEIbHOCTD; a TaKke bpuTaHCKyI0 rocy1apCTBEHHYI0 OpraHU3aluio
10 OXpaHe BOJIKOB 32 TO He3a0bIBaeMOE BPeMs, UTO s ITPOBEJA BMECTE C HECKOIBKIMU y/IECHBIMU
BOJIKAMU; a Takxke xurenell Tuc-¢ppopaa 3a TO, YTO OHU MO3HAKOMMIIM MEHs ¢ KMTaMU-yOuiLamu
U opiaHamu-6enoxBoctamu. Bonbioe cnacn6o takxke mucrepy eppuky Koitny, crapuiemy cmort-
putemo BOpoHOB Tayspa, 3a TO, YTO OH NOAENUJICS CO MHOM CBOMMH IOMCTHHE HEUCUEpIIaéMbIMU
3HAHUAMU OTHOCUTEJIBHO XapaKTEPOB HEKOTOPBIX aBI'yCTEMIINX BOPOHOB. 1 HakoHel, {1, Kak BCerja,
xody noodmaropaputh Moero arerra [Iurepa Kokca n moero uznarenst ®uony Kennenu 3a ux Hems-
MEHHBIM SHTY3Wa3M U MOLIEPKKY.

Muwenw lleiieep
Jlonoown, 2005
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I'maBa 1

Ha tom Gepery pyubsi COBEPIIIEHHO HEOKUAAHHO TIOSBUJICS 3yOp.

ToJBKO YTO TaM CHIOKOWHO IIieJiecTesa MBOBasl JIMCTBA, MPOHU3aHHAsI COTHEYHBIM CBETOM, — U
BApyr nepen Topakom BO3HMKJIA OHA. B Xoike 3yOprxa ObLia BHIIIIE CAMOTO BHICOKOTO MYKYHMHBI, a
OrPOMHBIMU U30THYTHIMH POTaMH 3aIIPOCTO MOTJIA 3aBATUTH MEIABEIS.

«Ecnu oHa B3mymaeT Hanacth, — tymait Topak, — OeJjpl He MUHOBATh».

K HecyacTtbio, BeTep Iyl B €€ CTOPOHY, U OH, €/IBa JBIIIIa, CMOTpeJ, KaK 3yOprxa BOpOJaeT
TYIOU YepHOW MOPIOH, THITASICh IO 3araxy ONpeesUTh, TIIe 3aTauics Bpar. [ po3HO BCXparHyB, OHa
CTaJla PhITh 3eMJTI0 MOIIIHBIM MIEPETHUM KOITBITOM.

N 1yt Topak 3ameTwsI, YTO U3 3apOCiell BHIVISIBIBAECT 3yOPEHOK. 3yOphl OOBIYHO JOBOJIBHO
AOOPOYIIHBI — HO TOJIBKO HE TOTa, KOrJa y HUX eCTh JIETEHBIIIIH.

Topak HeCIBIIITHO OTCTYIHII B TeHb. ECITM OH HU4eM He IpuBJiedeT K cebe BHUMaHUS 3yOpuxH,
OHa, BO3MOKHO, HAIaIaTh M HE CTAHET.

Ho 3y6puxa, IBHO 4ysl €ro mprCyTCTBHE, OISTh BCXPAITHYJIA U TOJ/IENIa JIMCThsI MArOPOTHUKOB
MOT'yYUMH poramu. Bripouem, BCKOpe OHa, BUAUMO, PEIliiia, YTO OXOTUTHCS Ha Hee HUKTO He COOU-
paetcs, U ¢ IBHBIM OOJierdeHreM IUTIOXHYJIach B OOJIOTIIEe Ha Oepery.

N Topak HakoHel pelmunics EPEBECTU IbIXaHUE.

3yOpeHOK, HEYBEPEHHO CTYyIasi, HAPABUIICS K MaTepH, IIOCKOJIb3HYJICS, )KAIOOHO 3aMbIYall 1
ynait. 3yOpuxa MOIHsIIa TOJIOBY W, MOATAIKABAS JIETEHBIIIA HOCOM, ITOMOTIJIa €My BCTaTh, a IOTOM
CHOBA C HACJAXICHUEM YJIETJIach B TPSI3b.

CKOpUMBIIKCH 32 KyCTOM MOXKKEBEJIbHUKA, TOPAK CYIOPOKHO MBITAJICS COOOPA3UTh, KaK OBbITh.
®un-KenunH, BoXIb TuieMeHn BopoHa, Besesr eMy MPUHECTH OXanKy MBOBOW KOPbI, OTMOKABIIICH B
pyuse. Bo3Bpararbest Ha CTOSHKY € IyCThIMH pykamu Topaky He xotesnock. Ho erie MeHbIle emy
XOTEJIOCh YTOAUTh 3yOpy Ha pora.

W oH pemmin HEMHOTO TTOOK/IATh.
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JleHb BbIAQJICS KAPKHM; YK€ HACTYIHJI CaMblil CBETJIBIA MECsIl B TOAY, U JieC ObUI JOMbsHA
HAIoeH COJMHIIEM. B BEeTBsX JepeBbeB 3BydYasd, OTAABASCh 3BOHKHAM 3XOM, ITHYbU TPEJIH, TETUIBII
I0r0-BOCTOYHBIH BeTep MPUHOCKIT apoMar IBeTyIel urnbl. Bckope Topak nepectast cCiblmarh TOJIbKO
CTYK COOCTBEHHOTO CEepAlia ¥ YBUJEN, KaK B KyCTaX OpelIHUKA B MOMCKAX MUK MPECTIOKOMHO IITHbI-
psieT craiika 3esneHyIek. [IoTom 3amMeTn1 raaioKy, MUPHO I'PEBIIYIOCS Ha KAMHE, U MOTBITAJICS COCpe-
JIOTOUYMTHCS HA STUX MPHUBBIYHBIX BEIllaX, HO, KAK 9TO YaCTO CIIyYaoCh C HUM, HETTOCTYIITHbIE MBICIIH
TYT e NEePeKJIIoUnINCh Ha Boska.

Bosk Tenepnb, HaBepHOE, COBCEM yXke B3POCIbIiA,  KAKMM CMEIIHBIM JIETEHBIIIIEM OH ObLT, KOTIa
OHM BIIEPBbIE BCTPETUJIMCh; KAK OH BCE BPEMsl CIOTHIKAJICS, MPUMAAall Ha MepeiHue Jarbl, Ipocs
MIOUTPaTh, KaK BBINPAIIMBAT YEPHUKY. . .

«He cmeit mymats o Bonke! — paccepnuics Ha cebst Topak. — Ero 6ombiiie Het. OH HUKOTAA He
BepHeTcs, HuKoraa! Jlymait 00 3Toil BOT 3yOpuxe, Wi O TaJioke, WiH. ..»

BoT TyT-TO OH ¥ 3aMETHJI TOrO OXOTHHKA.

OXOTHUK OBLT Ha €ro CTOPOHE PyYbs, IIAroB Ha ABAIATh HUKE MO TEYCHHUIO, HO CTOsUT Oosiee
yIauHO: BETep B 9TOM MecCTe Iyl KaK pa3 B ero CTOpOHY OT 3yOpHxu. JIMIIO OXOTHHKA B ITyOOKOM
TEHH pa3isAgeTh ObII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, HO Ha HeM, Kak U Ha Topake, Oblia Jierkasi KypTka U3 OJieHbei
KO’KH, IITaHBI 10 KOJIEH M CBETIble KoXkaHble OarmMaku. Ha miee y Hero Topak 3ameT KaOaHMid KITbIK
Y JIOTa/IJICs: 3HAYUT, OH U3 1yieMenu KabaHa.

B uHOoM ciygyae Topak Obl aTOMY naxke odpanoBaics. Jlioau u3 miemenn Kabana BrionHe apy-
XKEJOOHO OTHOCHITUCH K TIPE/ICTABUTENSIM TuleMeHH BopoHa, cpeiv KOTOPBIX OH MPOBEN MOCTIEeAHUE
nonroaa. Ho ¢ 3TM OXOTHUKOM sIBHO OBLIIO YTO-TO He Tak. Horu y Hero kak-To CTpaHHO 3arjIeTajvCh,
r0JIOBa MOTAJIaCh M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, M MAJIO TOTO: OH SIBHO BbIC/IEKMBaJI 3yOpa! Ha mosice y Hero
BHUCEJIM /IBA OXOTHUYBMX TOTOpa U3 CMHEBATOrO ClaHia, U Topak, He Bepsi COOCTBEHHBIM IJla3aM,
yBUJIEJN, KaK OH OTBSI3aJT OMH TOTIOP ¥ TOTOBUTCSI METHYTb €T0 B 3Bepsl.

OH urto, ¢ yma comten? Kro ke oXxoTutcsi Ha 3yOpoB B 0lMHOUKY! Besib 9TO caMblil CHITBHBIH
3Bepb B Jlecy. 3auem xke TOT nmapeHb Ha poxxoH Je3et? Wi cmepTu uinert?

3yOpuxa, HIUEro, K cYacThio, TIOKa He 3aMeuaBlasi, YTO-TO MPOBOPYAIA U eIlle TIIyOXe 3aphl-
JIach B IPsI3b, HACIAKAASACH KQKI0W MUHYTON N30aBJIEHUsI OT POKJISITON MOIIKH. B 3T0 Bpems nete-
HBIII, BBIPBIBIIMI M3 3eMJIM LIEJIBI KYCT KUTIPes, BOIPOCUTEIHHO MMOCMOTPENT Ha MaTh, SIBHO HAEsCh,
YTO OHA MPHUJET eMy Ha TIOMOIIIb.

Topak He BblAepXkaj, MPUBCTAI M HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpeaylpekJaonie MaxHyJa HE3HAKOMILY
PYKOW, TOUHO OTTAJIKUBAs €r0 JIaloHblo: Onacro! Yxoou!

Ho oxotnuk Huvero He Buzaen. COrHyB B JIOKTE CMYTJIYIO PYKY, OH MPULETHIICS H... METHYJI
TOTOP.

Tonop nmpocBUCTeN B BO3/1yXe U BOH3WIICS B 3eMJTI0 He OoJiee YeM B JIOKTE OT 3yOpeHKa.

Marpliin ucryraHHo oTOeskal B CTOPOHY, a €ro MamMaiiia ¢ TpO3HbIM PEeBOM BCKOUMJIa U Opocu-
Jach TyAa, OTKyJa rpo3uiia ornacHoCcTh. OIHAKO 3armaxa OXOTHUKA OHA MO-TIpeKHEMY He Jysiia.

HeBeposiTHO, HO OXOTHUK SIBHO COOMPAJICSI METHYTh U BTOPOH TOTOP !

— Her! — xpumio nporentan Topak. — Thl B JIyulliem ciiydae TOJIBKO paHUIIb €€, U TOr4a OHa
TOYHO yObeT Hac 0O0uX !

Ho oXOTHHK yXke OTBsI3aJI TOIOpP OT MOsICA U MPULIETHUBAJICS.

«Jlymait, mymaii! — noaronsut cedst Topak. — Eciut 3TOT TONOp nonazeT B 11e1b, 3yOpuxy HUYTO
He ocTaHoBHUT. Ho eciu ee ymactcst mpocTo yAMBUTD WM CJIeTKa Hamyrarh, a He paHUTh, OHA, BO3-
MOXHO, TOJIbKO IPUTBOPUTCS, UTO HAIAIAET, & [IOTOM yW/IET BMECTe C IeTeHbIIeM. B ob1em, HyKHO,
YTOOBI STOT TUI U3 IJIeMeHn KabaHa HU B KOeM Cilydae He 3aJie1 €e CBOMM TOTIOPOM».

Ha6pag B rpyap moOosbiiie Bo3ayxa, Topak BBICOKO MOAMPBITHYJ HA MECTe M, Maxasi pyKaMu,
3aKpHYal:

— Cropa! Crona!
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B kakoii-To crerneHu 31o nomorsio. 3yoprxa, sipoCTHO B3peBeB, Opocuiiack Ha Topaka, 1 Torop
MTHOBEHHE CITyCTsI BOH3WJICS B 3MJII0 TOYHO B TOM MECTe, IJie OHA TOJIBKO YTO CTOsIa. A TIOKa OHa
nuenaia yepes 6omotie Kk Topaky, TOT ycrien CpsATaThCst 32 CTBOJI OTPOMHOTO 1y0a.

3ase3Th Ha IepeBO BpEMEHH Y HEro He XBaTWIIO — 3yOpuxa Oblia yKe psaoM, OH CIIbIIIAT ee
CepaMTOe COMEHME U IaXe 32 JePEeBOM UyBCTBOBAJI UCXONMBIIHIA OT HEe kap. ..

W Bropyr B caMblil OC/IETHA MOMEHT OHAa PE3KO CBEpPHYJIA B CTOPOHY, MaxHyJIa XBOCTOM M
ABUHYJIACh B Yallly, KpyIlla T'yCTOH MOAJIECOK. 3yOpeHOK Oexal CleoM.

IMoce nx yxosa Ha Gepery py4bsi BOIIAPUIACH MPSMO-TAKU ONTYIIUTEIbHAS TUIIMHA.

[ot crpywmics no vty Topaka, Korna OH B MOJTHOM W3HEMOXEHUM TPHUCIOHWIICS K CTBOJTY
nyoa.

A HE3HaKOMBIN OXOTHHUK CTOSUI U, OITYCTHB TOJIOBY, TYIIO PACKaUMBAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— ThI 9TO K€ ITO JieNaelb, a? — 3a/IbIXasiCh, BO3MYIIEHHO 3aBoru Topak. — Ml ke 06a moruo-
HYTb Mo !

OXOTHHUK, HE CKa3aB €My B OTBET HHU CJIOBA, MEPENphIrHy/ uyepe3 pyuei, mogoOpasl CBOM
TOMOPBI, 3aTKHYJI MX 34 MOSIC U, IapKasi HOraMu, BEPHYJICS Ha mpeskHee Mecto. Jluma ero Topak mo-
MpeKHEeMY Pas3IJisSiIeTh He MOT M3-3a T'YCTON TEHH, 3aTO OTJIMYHO BUJIET MYCKYJIUCTBIC HOTH U PYKH U
KYTKHWIA N30THYTHIA HOX, BRIPYOJIEHHBIN U3 CITIOASTHOM T1aCTUHBL. «ECiv 1e10 qoiaeT 10 CXBaTKH, —
AyMaJl OH, — MHE Hec100poBaTh». EMy Bejib ellle U TpUHAIIaTH He UCTIONHUIIOCh.

BHe3arHo OXOTHUK MPUBAIWIICS K CTBOJTY JIepeBa — €ro ’ecTOKO PBaJIo.

Topak, TyT e 1Mo3a0bIB O CBOMX OMACEHUSX, OPOCHJICS] HA TTIOMOIIIb.

Hesnakomerr yxe coBepiieHHO oOeccriiesn. OMyCTHBIIMCH HA Y€TBEPEHbKH, OH UCTOPraj U3
ce0s1 KOMKHM KaKOK-TO KeNToN civ3u. [10TOM KOHBYJIBCUBHO COMPOTHYJICS W BBITUTIOHYJ TEMHBIN
CKOJIb3KUH KJIYOOK pa3MepoM MPUMEPHO C KYJIAUOK peOeHKa U OOJIbIlie BCero MoXOXKHiA Ha. .. KJIOK
BoJIOC!

BznoxHyn Betep, mieBebHYT BETBU JICPEBhEB, HA JIMIIO HE3HAKOMIIA YIIaJl COMHEUHBIN JIyd, U
Topak HaKOHEI] CMOT Kak CJIeAyeT ero pasrisieTb.

ITOT YeIOBEeK HaBepHsSKa ObLT OOJIeH WK Oe3yMEH: TaM, TJie OH BBIPBAJ y ceOsl KJI0Ubsl BOJIOC
— Ha roJIOBE U Ha MOAOOPOJKE, — BUAHEIUCH KPOBOTOYAIIHE MTPOIUICIIMHBL. A BCE €ro JIMIO MOKPhI-
BaJIM CTPYIIbsi TEMHO-XKEJITOTO IIBETa, MMPEBPATUBIIIMECS B CIUIONIHYIO KYTKYI0 KOPKY, MOXOXYI0 Ha
6epe30Bbiii rpud. Cv3b MO-TIPekHEMY JIYIIIIIA €T0, OH, KAllUISS W 33/bIXasiCh, BHITLTIOHYII €1e OIUH
KOMOK BOJIOC W, TIPUCEB Ha KOPTOUKH, MPUHSIICS OCTEPBEHEIIO YecaTh PyKY, MOKPHITYIO YKACHBIMU
y3bIPSIMHU.

Topak HEBOJBHO MOMSATHICS; pyKa €ro cama coOOi MOTsAHYJIAch K IUIEMEHHOMY OOepery —
KYCOUKY BOJTYbEH IIKYPHI, MPUITUTOMY K KypTKe. UTO %ke ¢ HUM TaKkoe, C 3TUM OXOTHHKOM ?

Bot Penn 0Obl cpa3y omnpezaenuna. OHa Kak-TO OOBSCHSIA €My, YTO JIMXOPaJKa Yalle BCero
HaraJaeT Ha YesloBeKa Kak pa3 B ropy JjeTHero CoHIECTOSHMS, TOTOMY YTO KOPOTKUMH CBETIIBIMU
HOYAMH, KOTJIA COJTHIIE TIOUTH HE JIOKUTCS CMaTh, Y YePBIUKOB, KOTOPBIC TIEPEHOCST pa3Hbie OOJIe3HH,
OoJiee YeM JOCTaTOUHO BPeMeHH, YTOOBI BHIOpAThCsl M3 OOJIOT U HAMacTh Ha Jiiofiel. BoT Tobko eciu
3TO TOXE JIMXOPaJKa, TO TAKON JMXopaaky Topak HUKOTA B JKU3HU HE BUE!

OH 50MaJ royoBy, Kak Obl TIOMOYb STOMY HecuacTHOMY. B melouke ¢ 1iesieOHbIMU TpaBamMu y
HEro OCTAJIUCh TOJILKO CYIIIEHbBIE JIMCThSI MaTh-U-MaYeXH.

— JlaBaii s1 morpodyio Tede MoMoub, — JPOXKAIIUM TOJIOCOM MPEIOKUI OH. — Y MEHs eCTh
HeMHOTO... O, 4To ThI, He Hao Tak! BoH y Te0s yke KpoBb mormuia!

Ho 0XxOTHHK mpoiossKai OCTepBEHENO YecaThCsl, OCKAIUB 3yObl. BbIJIO SICHO, YTO OH yke He B
CHJIaX TepIieTh HEBBIHOCUMBIN 3y/1 M Jake O0Jb KakeTcs eMy N30aBJIeHUEeM OT 3TUX MydeHui. Bapyr
OH, BITUBIIIUCH ce0e B KOXY HOI'TSIMU, CTAJT IPOCTHO CIMPATh B3YBIIIMECS ITy3bIpH; KPOBb pydeKaMu
MOTEKJIa 0 PyKe.

— He nano! — kpuknyn Topak. — YTo Thl es1aenis?

Hesznakomerr 3appvai v, TOYHO 3BePb, MIPHITHY/I HA HETO, MPSAMO-TAKH MPHIITIFIIUB K 3eMJIe.
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Han Topakom coBceM OM3KO CKJIOHIJIOCH €T0 JIUIIO, MTOKPBITOE KYTKON KOPOCTOM, Oe3yMHBIe
I71a3a 3aIIbUId THOEM.

— He tponb MeHs! — ¢ Tpyaom BbIMONBUI MalbuuK. — Moe ums... Topak! {1 u3... niemenu
Bonka, 4...

Hesnakomerr cKJIOHMIICS ellie HIKe, e/iBa He Kacasich v Topaka u 061aBast ero 3JJ0BOHHBIM
JbIXaHUEM.

— OmHa... uger! — npommnen oH.

TieTHO MBITasACh MPONIOTUTD 3aCTPSBLIMIA B ropsie KOMOK, TOpak UCITyraHHO CIIPOCHUIL:

— Kro 310 — OHA?

[NokppITOE CTPYIBAMU JHMIO OE3yMIIa MCKa3MIIOCh OT yKaca.

— To1 utO, cam He BuauIIL? — 130 pTa y Hero Tak M pasieTaarch OpbI3TH KeITOBATOMN CIIOHBL. —
Ona uger! U Tenepb BceM HaMm KoHel!

On ormyctun Topaka, ¢ TpyIoM MOAHSIICSA HA HOTH, OOJIE3HEHHO Iy PsICh OT COJTHEYHOTO CBETa,
a TIOTOM C TaKOW CKOPOCTBIO OPOCHJICS MTPOUb, C XPYCTOM JIOMSICh CKBO3b I'YCTOM TMOJJIECOK, CIIOBHO
3a HUM THAJIMCH Bee 3ible Ayxu MHoro Mupa.

Topak, onepiuch Ha JJOKOTb U TSKENO JbIIIA, CMOTPES EMY BCIIE.

W Bapyr noHsu1, 4TO BCE NTULIBI YMOJIKJIN.

Jlec ¢ yxxacom B3upall Ha MPOUCXOJSILEE.

Topak memyieHHO BcTall. Betep ycnen noBepHyTh U Iysl TENeph C BOCTOKA, OH CTaJl 3aMETHO
xononnee. V1 nepeBbsi, CJIOBHO OXBaYeHHbIE 3510KOM IPOKBIO, KAYAIMCh U YTO-TO IETITAH JPYT JPYTY.
«7Kanp, — nyman Topak, — 4TO 1 HE IOHUMAIO UX S3blKa». Bripouem, OH UCHBITHIBAJI, BUIUMO, IIPU-
MEPHO T€ K€ YyBCTBa, YTO U JEPEBbs: C BOCTOYHBIM BETpOM B Jlec 110 YTO-TO CTpaIlHOE U HEOT-
BpaTuMoe.

3uauum, oHa OelicmeunenvHo uoem.

Wper crpamsas 60e3Hb.

Topak 6erom G6pocusics Tyaa, rie OCTaBUII JIYK U CTPeJIbl, MOA00pa MX, & BOT BBITACKUBATH U3
PYUbsi CBSI3KY MBOBOM KOPBI M TALIIUTH €€ K CTOSTHKE BPEMEHH yike He ObUIO: Ha/I0 KaK MOKHO CKOpee
NpeaynpeanTs JIIofiel U3 ieMeHu Bopona!
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I'maBa 2

— I'ne ®un-Kennun? — kpukHyn Topak, BieTas Ha CTOSIHKY.

— B cocennent 1o11He, — OTBETUII EMY MY’KUMHA, MOTPOIIMBLIMK OJHOTO JIOCOCH 3 APYTUM. —
Iomen 3a KU3MIOBBIMUM BETKAMU — APEBKU J1JIs1 CTPEJI IENATh.

— A Caeynn? I'ie Hamma konayHba?

— Omna Ha CkaJte, O KOCTSIM rajiaet, — ckasana Topaky AeByIlIKa, KOTOpasi HAHU3bIBaJIa PblObU
rOJIOBBI Ha TOHKYIO Kuity. — Ho Tebe sryuiiie mogoxaarh, NOKa OHa caMa OTTY/Ia BEPHETCSI.

Topak gaxe 3ybamu CKpuIiHya oT gocaipl. Hy na, BOH OHa, KonayHbsl uieMeHu BopoHa, —
TOpYMT Ha camoi BepiHe CtoposxkeBor Ckaibl. ManeHbkas croponensas ¢purypka CaeyHH n3ganu
OYEHb HAaNlOMMHAJIA HaXOXJMBLIYIOcA nTuily. Crapas KOJLyHbsl BHUMATEIbHO CMOTpEJIa Ha JIekKaB-
LI1€ Ha 3eMJIE KOCTH, K HEH NIOZIOLIE] BOPOH, XPaHUTEIb [IJIEMEHU, OCTAHOBUIICS, CIIOKUII CBOU JKECT-
KM€ YepHbIE KPbUIbsl U XPUILIO KAPKHYJI.

Tak, KOMy *ke elle MOKHO ObUIO Obl BCE paccKas3arh?

PenH B nocesnke Het — ynuia Ha oxoty. Ociaka, y KOTOporo noka uro nocenawics Topak, Hurzie
HE BUJHO. Y CTOEK, Iie BsJIMIach peida, OH 3ameTus1 3uanota u Ilya — 3Tu nogpocTKu U3 IieMeHH
Bopona Obut 10 Bo3pacty Onke BceX K HEMY, HO KMEHHO K HMM OH oOparuiicsi Obl B mocie[-
HIOIO OUepe/ib: OHU €r0 OTKPOBEHHO HEJIOMOOIUBAIIH, CUMTasl Uy KakoM. Bee ocTanbHble ObLIN 3aHATHI
JIOBJIEH JIOCOCS, U BPAAJ JIU KTO-TO CTaJl Obl CIYIIATh HEMBICIUMYIO UCTOPHIO O KAKOM-TO OOJBHOM
OXOTHHKE, KOToporo oH BcrpeTui B Jlecy. Topak OecriOMOIIHO OIVIS/ABIBAICS M ykK€ MOYTH HauM-
HaJl COMHEBATbCSl B TOM, YTO JEWCTBUTEIBHO BUJEJ TOIO CTPAIIHOTO Oe3ymIiia: BCE BOKPYT JBIIIANIO
IIOKOEM, BCE 3aHMMAJIMCh IPUBBIYHBIMU JIEJIAMMU.

Croszka miiemenu BopoHa Haxoquiiach y U3JIyuuHbl peku — TaM, rae [upokas Bona, BbIpsl-
BasICh U3 CyMPA4YHOM rOpJIOBUHBI, ¢ peBoM orubdaet CtopoxeByio CKally U yCTPEMJISIETCS K TOPOraMm.
VIMEHHO 3TM IOPOrM MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE CTau JIOCOCSA Kak/10€ JIETO U MBITAITCS IPEOJONIETD, 3aBEpILas
CBOE TPY/IHOE MyTeUIeCTBUE OT MOPsI B TOPHBIE peKU. Peka conpoTuBIiseTcs, ¢ ApOCThIO OTOpackiBas
UX Ha3aj, HO PbIObl pa3 32 pa3oM BO3OOHOBIISIIOT CBOM IOMBITKH, MTPOOUBASCH BBEPX MO TEUEHUIO
CKBO3b HarpOMO’X/IEHHE BAJTyHOB, TYUd BOASHBIX OpbI3r U MEHbI, COBEPLIAsl CAOKHENIINE TPbIKKA
U CBepKasi B BO3/yXe cepeOpUCThIMU OOKaMHU, TIOKA HE BBHIOBIOTCSI U3 CUJI M HE TIOTUOHYT WM ke
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HE JOCTUTHYT TUXUX 3aBOJEH MO Ty CTOPOHY T'OPJIOBUHBI, €CJIM, KOHEUHO, He TIOMAAyT Ha OCTPOTY K
JIOASIM U3 IJIeMeHn Bopona.

Korga nocock mien Ha HepecT, Toad BOMBAIM B JHO PEKU KOJbsl M YCTPAaUBAJIM HAJ BOIOM
HEUTO BPOJIE TUIETEHbIX MOCTKOB, JOCTATOYHO MPOYHBIX ¥ CIIOCOOHBIX BBIAEPKATh Cpa3y HECKOJIbKUX
PbIOAKOB, BOOPYKEHHBIX OcTporaMu. Takasi pelOHast JIOBJIsSI TpeOoBaia CHOPOBKU, MO0, CBAJIMBIINCH
B BOJY, Thl PUCKOBAJI MOTYYUTh YBEUbE, & TO U YTOHYTh — peKa Obljla 0e3KaJOCTHA, @ OCTPhIE CKAJIbI
y TIOPOTOB TOpYAJIM, KaK OOJIOMKH XHUIIHBIX 3y00B. Ho 3aT0 1 100BIUa cTOMIIA pUCKa.

B xwmminax He ObUIO ceiiyac HU IyIIW; BCe CTApaIiCh MOCKOpee, MoKa He UCTIOPTUIIAch phioa,
0OpaboTarh IHEBHOM YJIOB: KOTUIIH, BSUTWIIH, IEJIAJIH JISTISIIKH 13 JIOCOCUHBL. MY)XKUMHBI, )KEHIIIUHBI
Y JIETU YUCTWIM Yellylo, CIUPAIU MIKYPKY U MOTPOILIMIN PHIOMH, 8 MMOTOM CTapaTesibHO pas3/iesisiii
SIPKO-OpaHKeBbIe TYIIIKU MO XpeOTy, OUMINAst UX OT KOCTeH U OCTaBJIsisl HETPOHYTHIMHU XBOCTHI — 32
XBOCT OBLJIO YIOOHO IMO/IBEIIMBATh 00€ BBHIUUILICHHBIE ITOJIOBUHKU HAJl KOCTPOM, IIPUCOEMHUB UX K
OonbIIoi cBs3Ke. 3uanoT u Ilya pacTupany sirosl MOX KEBEIBHUKA; 3aTEM TH STOAbl CMEIIAIOT C
BSJICHBIM M pa3pe3aHHbIM Ha JIOMTUKH MSICOM, YTOObI, BO-TIEPBBIX, MPUIATH €My OCOOBII apomar, a
BO-BTOPBIX, OTOMTH HEMPHUSATHBIN 3aI1aX, €CJIM OH MOSBUTCS.

B ymenbIx pykax He Mmpomnajano HUYero, Hu ogHow KocTouku. IIIkypku OyayT 3aroToBJIEHBI
BITPOK, MHOTHE U3 HUX BIIOCJIEACTBUY MOCTYXAT OTIMYHBIMUA TPYTHUIIAMU; U3 T71a3 U KOCTEH CBApSIT
KJIeH; TIeYeHb U MKpa — OTJMYHOE YTOIIeHHE 32 YKUHOM U IPEeKpacHOe MOAHOIIEHHE XPAHUTEIIO
rieMeHn BopoHa 1 tyxam camMux JI0COcei.

Bce necnbie memena — Kabana, MBbl, Boigpsl, ['amiokn, — crosiBime Ha Oeperax peK, CTpeMu-
JIMCh TIPUHATH y4yacTue B cOope O0ratoro «ypoxas». A B TeX MeCTax, Ijie He ObUIO CTOSTHOK JIIOfIEH,
K peKe MOIXOAWIN JPYre OXOTHUKH: ME/IBE/IU, PhICH, OpJibl, BOJKH. JIs1 BceX Bpems MaylIero Ha
HepecT JIococsi ObLIO MPa3JHUKOM — 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEW MOXKHO OBbLJIO CYIIECTBEHHO TOMOIHUTH
3aracel MUILIK, KOTOPasi IACT JIIOASAM CHJIbI JOJITOM TSIKEJION 3UMOM.

«Tak 6pu10 ¢ Hauana BpemeHn, — gyman Topak. — Pa3Be MoxeT Kakoi-To OOJILHOI Oe3ymelr Bce
3TO U3MEHUTb ?»

OH BIpyr BCIOMHWII MOKPBITOE CTPAIIHOM KOPOCTOM JIMIIO HE3HAKOMLA U €ro 3allIbIBIINE
THOEM TIJia3a.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT yBHEN, Kak 13 ux kwumina Beimen Ociak. Cepanie Topaka pagocTHO noj-
MpPLIrHYJI0: Yk Ocak-10, KOHEYHO, 3HAET, KaK IMOCTYITUTD!

Ho, k ero ymuBnenuto, Ocnaky ciaymarb paccka3 0 OOJIbHOM OXOTHHUKE ObUIO SIBHO HEHWHTE-
PecHo, ero Kyza OoJbllie UHTEPEeCOBAJ HOBBIM Kperek OCTPHs Ha OCTPOTe.

— Tax THI rOBOpHIIIb, TOT YeNOBeK ObLT U3 mieMeHn KaGana? — ckazan OH, HAXMYpPUBILIUCH
Y MOYECHIBasl ThUILHYIO CTOPOHY JIaJIoHU. — Hy Tak mycTh 0 HeM U 1o3adoTutcst ux KoiayH. — OH
kuHys Topaky octpory. — CTynaii-Ka Jiydliie K peke — 3Haelllb, I71e MI0CKHe KaMHH ? — U IOCMOTPHUM,
CyMeellb JIM ThI JIOCOCS TIOOBITb.

Topak pacTepssHHO TOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero:

— Ho, Ocnak...

— Crynait, crynaii! — psaBkHya1 Ocnak.

N Topak Hexors nopunHuics. CrpanHo. U coBepiieHHo He noxosxe Ha Ocnaka. Ociiak o4eHb
PeIKo BBIXOMWI U3 ceOsl, Ha caMoM Jiesie Topak ero cepauThiM BOOOIIe HU pa3dy He BUjel. DTO ObLI
OrPOMHBII JOOPOIYIIHBIN BEJIMKAH CO CITyTAHHOW OOPOIOiA, HECMOTPSI Ha TOBOJIbHO-TAKH MyTAIOIIYI0
BHEIITHOCTb, — OH TOTEPSIT YXO M U3PSAHYIO YacTh IIEKH, He JOCTUTHYB B3aUMOIIOHUMAHUSI C POCO-
Maxoi. I — uto Oputo xapaktepHo it Ocliaka — pocoMaxy OH HA B YeM He BUHUIL

«3TO MOsI OIMIMOKA, — TOBOPWJI OH, €CJTH €r0 CIPAIINBAJIM, YTO C HUM CIIyYHJIOCh, — 51 CaM ee
HcCIyram.

Takoit yx on 0bu1, Ocinak. iMeHHO OH U ero xeHa BemHa nepeeivMu no3Baim Topaka k cebe
KUTh, KOTJIA OH PElIMsI OCTaThbCsl B TUieMeHn BopoHa, u Bcerma Obumi K Hemy a00pbl. C Ipyroit
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cropoHbl, Ociak ObLI CAMBIM CHJIBHBIM UYEJIOBEKOM B IJIEMEHH, Tak uTo Topak Bo3paxkarh eMy He
permIIcs.

Ho, B3sB y Ocnaka ocTpory, OH BAPYT YBUJIENI HEUTO TAKOE, OTUYETO 3aCThLT KaK BKOTAHHBIN:
BCSI ThUTbHASI CTOPOHA PYKHU BeJIMKaHA OblIa MOKPHITA BOIIBIPSIMH.

— Y10 3710... y TeOs Ha pyKe? — CIPOCUJT OH.

— Momkapa nokycana, — ckazas Ocnak, pacuecbiBast BOJIIbIpH. — KoMapbl B 3TOM rofy — KyTb,
s TAKMX CPOIy He BHJEN. Bclo HOUb MHE criaTh HEe J1aBaJIy.

— Jla Bpozie Ha KOMapuHbIe YKYCHI He TIOXOe, — C COMHeHHeM ckaszasl Topak. — A... He 60oauT?

Ocnak, npoaoikast yecarbcsl, MoxkaJl IJIeYyaMu:

— Jla cTpaHHOE Kakoe-TO OIyIIeHHe: CJIOBHO M3 MEHs BCSl JKU3HEHHAs CUJa BBHITEKAeT, BCS
MOsI TeJIeCHasl /IylIa, TOJbKO Be/lb OBITh TAKOTO HE MOXeT, BepHO? — Oclak, 00Ne3HEHHO Iy psiCh,
nocMmotpen Ha Topaka; Ka3ajaoch, THEBHOUM CBET pEKET eMy IJ1a3a, JIMIO €ro BBINISAEIO KaKUM-TO
T0-/IETCKU UCITyTaHHBIM.

Topak ¢ Tpy/IOM CIJIOTHYJI KOMOK B TOpJie M CKa3aJl:

— 41 He mymarto, 4TO TejecHasi Aylia MOXKET BBIATH M3 YeJIOBeKa Yepe3 MPOCTYIO CCAAMHY WU
1ope3 — OHa TOJIBKO Yepe3 POT BO BPeMsl CHA BBIXOOUT WIIH. .. KOrja... OoneH. — OH nomomyan. — 1,
noxautyi, nouiry CaeyHH.

Ocnak HaxMypuJcs:

— He nyxna muae Caeynn! Crynaii k peke! — JIuiio ero crpaiiHo uckasuiocb. OH BAPYT mpe-
BpaTWJICS B 3JI00HOTO BeJIMKaHa, KOTOPBIH, CTUCHYB KyJIakH, HaBUC HaJl TopakoMm.

[ToTom emy, moxoxe, yanoch B3siTh ce0s1 B PyKH.

— Jlagno... — mpoGopmotai oH. — Thl 1OKa OcTaBb MeHs B 1okoe, xopomo? au-umu. Tymn
KJIET.

— XOpoII0-XOpoIIIo, yKe Uy, — CKazaa Topak, Kak MOI' CIIOKOMHO.

W, yxe HanpaBisisich K peKe, Bce-TaKu ONNISIHYIICS M yBuAed, 4Tto Ociak rmo-npexHeMy pacyue-
ChIBaeT BOJIIBIPY HA pyKax, MpuOOpMaThiBasi: «YTeKaeT, yTeKaer...» [1IoToM OH BCTai, coOMpasich,
BUJIMMO, UIITH JJOMOH, MoBepHYJcs K Topaky CIMHOM, M TOT Cpa3y 3aMETHJI y HEro 3a U3ypOIOBaH-
HBIM POCOMAxXOi YXOM IPOIUIEIINHY, Tie BOJOCH ObLIM SIBHO BBIPBAHBI, U KYTKUH TEMHO-KEITHIH
HApOCT, TIOXOXKHIA Ha Oepe30BbIi TpHd.

Y Topaka noxosozaesno BHyTpH.

OHn Gerom Opocumiics K peke, Iie Ha TUIOCKOM KamHe y Oepera cuien miaamuil opar Ocaka,
Ty, ¥ YUCTUTT CBOM HOXK.

— Tynn! — 3akpuyan Topak. — MHe kaxetcs, Ocnak OoseH!

U TyT xe cOMBYMBO, TO M [IEJI0 MYTAasICh M 33/IbIXasICh OT BOJHEHUSI, IPUHSIICS PacCKa3bIBaTh
Tymty o BcTpede ¢ O0JIBHBIM OXOTHUKOM, HO Ha Tysuia 9Ta UICTOpUsI HUKAKOTO BIIEYATIICHUSI HE TTPO-
u3BeJa.

— Jla 310 Bce MouIKa npokisras! — ckasan oH. — Kaxzgoe jiero ot Hee cnacy HeT. A Ocnaka
MOIIIKA MPSIMO-TAKH C yMa CBOIUT.

— 910 He MoiKa! — Bo3pa3ui Topaxk.

— Jla TBI caM MOCMOTPH: BOH OH, CHIMT ceOe CIIOKOIHO, 1 BCe Y Hero B nopsike. — Tysut ykazan
B CTOPOHY IJIETEHBIX MOCTKOB.

W touyno: Tam Ha Koproukax cuiaen Ocnak, Jepka B pyKax OCTPOry; Ha KOHIIE OCTPOTH YkKe
TPETbIXaJICs OUePETHON JIOCOCh.

Topak, 3aKycuB ry0y, orjsaencs. Bokpyr mapuiu Mup 1 mokoil. Pedstuiku urpaam Ha Gepery,
KHJasiCh LIJIBIMU TIPUTOPIIHSMHU OnecTseit ppiObeit yenryn. beccrpaiiibie MoJIoapie BOPOHBI 1pa3-
HWIN cO0aK, HaXaJIbHO Jieprasi X 3a XBOCTHL. [larmnernuii ceiammka Tymna, Jdapu, nuienan 6ocu-
KOM TI0 MEJIKOBOJIbIO, JIepka B pyKe UTPYyIIeuHOro 3yopa, kotoporo Ociak czienall eMy U3 COCHOBOM
IIAIIKH.
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U Bce xe myma Topaka Obla OJMHA AYPHBIX TpeauyBCTBUI. OIHAKO OH CKall B PyKe OCTPOry
Y HampaBWJICA K TUIOCKUM KaMHSIM.

Tak Ha3bIBAIMCH YETHIpEe OOJIBIIMX BaJyHa, PACIIONOKEHHBIE YyTh HUKE IJIETEHBIX MOCTKOB
1 ONvKe K Moporam; Mo 3TUM KaMHSIM MOXKHO ObLIO J0OpaThesl YyTh JIM HE J0 cepenuHbl peku. C
HUX HAYMHAIOIIME PHIOOJIOBBI U YUMIIUCh OMTh PhIOYy OCTPOTOi, MOTOMY YTO Ha HUX TOpaszio Jerdye
ObLIIO COXPaHUTh pPAaBHOBECHE, YeM Ha IMaTKMX MocTkax. Tymn ykaszan Topaky Ha mepBblii KaMeHb,
HO Topak ynpsiMo HarpaBWJICS Ha YETBEPTHIA, caMblil JanbHUA OoT Oepera. OH U caM He 3HaJI, Yero
KJET; MOHUMAJ TOJIBKO, YTO JOJKEH ObITh HAYEKY.

— Crnieiu 3a pbiooii! — kpukHy emy ¢ Oepera Tyt — Heuero Ha Bomy cMOTpeTh!

Ho ne cmotpers Ha Bogy Topak He mor. OHa Tak U KuIena BOKPYI CKOJIBb3KHX, MOKPBITHIX
MOKPBIMH JIMIIIAHHAKAMH BaJYHOB, U B HEH TO U J€JI0 CepeOPUCTHIMU BCIIBIIIIKAMH MEJTbKAIA KPyII-
Hble peiOMHBL. OcTpora okaszajach CIWIIKOM JUTMHHOW W TSIKEJIOW, M 3aMaxXUBaThCs €10, COXPaHsIs
IIpY 3TOM paBHOBecHe, ObLIO 0OYeHb Heserko. Ha KoHlie y ocTporu Obu1 OCTphIil Tpe3yoerr u3 pora —
TaKUM JIETKO MOKHO OBLJIO yAepkaTh JIIoOyo peiOy, e, KoHeuHo, Topaky Korma-HuOyIb ylacTcs
3Ty peIOy MPOTKHYTH. [ToKa UTO BCe €ro MOMbITKY 3aKaHYMBAIUCH Heyaauel. Korjga oH kui ¢ oTom,
OHU JIOBIJIM PHIOY TOJIBKO C TIOMOIIBIO JIECKU U Kpiouka. [T03ToMy ¢ OCTpOroit OH yMen yrpaBJsiThCs
— 0 4eM 3HaJioT He YIycKaJs Ciy4asi HAOMHUTb €My — He JIydIlle CEeMUJIETHEr0 MaJibllia.

Topak 3actaBut ce0s1 cocpeiorounthes. Yaapwi. [Ipomaxayscs. U ayTh He cBanuics B BOIY.

— Tol goXaKCH, KOT/Ia OHA C TOOOW TOpaBHSETCS, a YK MoToMm Oeit! — 3aopan emy ¢ Gepera
Tyt — U cmoTpu, Koraa oHa BHU3 10 TEUEHUIO UJET, ycTaasi!

Topax npeanpuHsAI ene oaHy MonbITKy. M cHOBa mpoMaxHysics.

OT KOCTpOB, T/ie BSUIMIM U KONTHIN PbIOY, MOCHBIIAICS caaBieHHbd cMmex. JInmo Topaka
BCIIBIXHYJIO. 3UAJIOT SIBHO HACJAXKIAJICS €r0 HEJIOBKOCTHIO.

— Huuero, y Te0s yxe nmydiiie nomyJdaercsi! — cHoBa KpukHYJ Tyin, sxkemnas nogooaputs Topaka,
MOCKOJIBKY XBJIUTh €ro TOKa 4To ObLIO He 3a 4To. — Tak u mponomkaid! A s ckopo BepHych! — U
Tynn oromien ot 6epera, YToObl MOAOPOCUTH TOIUIMBA B KOCTPBI, HAJl KOTOPHIMU BSUTMJIACh pbiOa, a
MaJieHbKUH Jlapy ocTasicsi urpath cO CBOMM 3yOPEHKOM Ha MEJIKOBOBE.

Ha kakoe-to Bpems Topak 3a0bu1 000 BceM, MOIJIONIEHHBI OTHUM KeJIAaHMEM: HelPeMEHHO
MONMaTh peIOy W TIPH STOM HE YPOHHUTH OCTPOTY U HE CBAIUTHCS B peKy. Bckope oH ObLT MOKPBIM
C TOJIOBBI JI0 HOT: OPBbI3TH TaK M JIETEIM — MOryJasi, ObICTpasi peka HaKaThlBajla Ha BAJIyH BOJIHY 32
BOJIHOM.

Brpyr ¢ MOCTKOB 1oHECCSI TPOMKUI KpUK, 1 Topak pe3ko BCKUHYI royioBy. M TyT e ¢ oorer-
YeHUEeM B3J0XHYJ: OKa3asloch, 3T0 Oclak Ha/esl Ha OCTPOry oueperHoro jococs. OfHUM yaapoM
MPUKOHYMB PHIOMHY, OH OITCTHJICSI HA KOJIEHO U TIPUBBIUYHBIM ABUKEHUEM CHSUI €€ C OCTPHUS.

«Jla HeT, ¢ HUM JENCTBUTENILHO BCE B TIOPsIIKe», — permi Topak.

W Tyt 3amerun, urto Ocnak OnsiTh IPUHSUICS pacuyechiBaTh pyKy. [IoTom BApyr sipocTHO Biie-
MWICS B TY 3I0POBEHHYIO OOJISYKY 32 YXOM.

Jlocock M3BMBAJICS y €ro HOT Ha MOCTKax, 3aTeM COCKOJIb3HYI B Bofy, HO Ociak, He 0OpaTuB
Ha Hero HU MaJIelIIero BHUMaHUsI, CBUPETIO OCKAIMIICS, COApal OOJSUKY U... CYHYI €€ B POT.

Topaka nepesepHyJIo OT OTBpaIeH!s], OH YyTh B BOILY HE CBAJIMJICS.

Counie 3anuio 3a Tydy. Bona nouepnena. Mzapixaommii JIococh, moiMaHHbii Ociakom, mpo-
TUTBLT MUMO KaMHs, Tisas Ha Topaka paBHOAYITHBIMU MEPTBBIMHU TJIA3aMH.

Topak oOepHysics k 6epery. Ha MekoBobe HUKOTO He ObLIO.

Hapu ucues.

Co cTOpOHBI MOCTKOB CHOBa pasfayics Kpuk Ocaka.

Topak ObICTPO MOBEPHYJICS TyAA U OLIETIEHeN OT yKaca.

Jlapu, nomarsIBasch, el Mo MOCTKaM K Jsne, a Ociak MaHWg ero K cede, 1axe He aymas
HEeMe/IJIEHHO BEpHYTh MaJlblllia Ha Oeper.
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—Wnu ko mue, lapu! — rpoMKO 3BaJ OH IJIEMsIHHHKA, 1 Topak yBU/IEN, 4TO JIUIO €ro UCKaKEeHO
KaKOW-TO CBUPETON alldHOCThI0. — in ckopeii ciona! § He mo3Bomo um 3a0paTh HaIM aymim!
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I'naBa 3

Ha Gepery HUKTO He 3amMedasl TOro, 4YTo TBOPUTCS HA MOCTKAX.

«Her, — pemmn Topak, — 51 10JKEH HEMEIJIEHHO YTO-TO MPENIIPUHATS [ »

Jlepa B pyKax OCTpOry, OH IIOBEpHYJICs K Oepery 1 TyT 3aMeTUJ1, uTo U3 Jleca ¢ pa3HbIX CTOPOH
[IOYTH OAHOBPEMEHHO IMOSIBUJIUCH JIBOE.

C BOCTOKA K CTOSIHKE HarlpasJisilack PeHH, B OIHOH pyKe Jiepa CBO JIIOOUMBIi JIYK, a B Ipyroil
— CBA3KY JIECHBIX rosyOei.

A c 3amaga, ciierka npuxpamsiBasi ¥ OMpasch Ha Nocox, 1en PuH-KennHy; Ha muiede oH Hec
BA3aHKY KU3UJIOBBIX BETOK.

Oba B 0IMH MHUT TOHSIM, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, U KaKAbI MEAJEHHO OMYCTHJ Ha 3€MJII0 CBOIO
HOMIY.

Uro6sl Ocnak ux He 3ameTui1, Topak nmocnenins OTejaedb BEJIMKaHa.

— Yro cinyumiiocs, Ocnak? — KpUKHYJI OH. — MOXeET, 1 4eM MOry IOMOYb?

— Hukro MHe nomoub He cmoxer! — npopesen Ocnak. — Mou gy u3 MeHs BbITEKaoT! A
OHU Ux eosm!

Tenepsb yxke MHOrMe nepectaiyn padotath U cMoTpen Ha Ocnaka. Matb lapu ¢ Kpukom 6po-
cutach K MocTkam, Ho Ty ynepxai ee. JKena Ocnaka, BeqHa, CTUCHYB KyJlaku Tak, 4To MoOesiesu
KOCTSILIKY MaJIbLEB, Nprskasia ux ko pry. Ha Cropoxesoii Ckasie HenoaBuxHo 3acteuia CacyHH.

Penn tem BpemeHeM yxke oOpasiach 10 MOCTKOB, U Bce ke PuH-KenuHH, HeCMOTps Ha CBOIO
XpOMOTY, onepeau ee. V1 Mmonya npoTsiHyI €l CBOM MOCOX.

— Kro ect TBOM Aymm? — mponosskal TpoMKo Bonporars Topak.

— Ja pbiObl xe! — JKentast cnusb nokasanack Ha rydax Ocnaka. — CBoumu 3ydamu! CBoumMu
ocTpbhiMM 3yOuiamu! — M TKHYJ MaibLieM B KMIIAILYIO JIOCOCEM BOLY, I/le, KaK eMy Ka3aJloCh, CTpalll-
HbIEe TBapH ¢ 3y0aMU I'PbI3JIM U COKPYLIAIH €ro TEeJIECHYIO TyIIy.

Topaky craso crpaiHo. Beap v npaBaa, Takoe ciry4aercs HOpoy € TEJIECHOW IyIION YeJIOBEKa,
€CJIM OH CJIMIIKOM HU3KO HAKJIOHUTCS HaJl BOJIOW, HO OOBIYHO peKa He MPUYMHSET JIIOASM Bpeja.
Bor eciu yenoBek 0o0s1eH, TOria peka JedCTBUTENIBHO MOXKET BbI3BATh Y HETO FOJIOBOKPYKEHUE, U OH
CBQJIUTCS B BOLY.

16



M. IleitBep. «Cepmrie Bomka»

— CKOpo MoM Iyl MeHsI TIOKUHYT, — nmpocToHasl Oclak, — U s CTaHy KaJIKUM TPU3PaKoM !
Wnu ciona, Japu! Peka xouet 3a0path Hac!

PebeHok konebdascsi, HO, MOCTOSIB HEMHOTO, CHOBA MOTUXOHBKY TOIIEN K Asije, IPUKUMast K
TPyaM CIETAHHOTO U3 COCHOBOM IIMINIKK UTPYLIEYHOTO 3y0Opa.

Tonbko B 3Ty MuHYTY TOpak ocMenuiicsi HakoHell mocMoTtpeTh Ha PuH-KennnHa.

JIu1o BOXIs 3aCTHUIO, CJIOBHO BbhicEUeHHOE M3 recuanuka. OH mepexBatui B3 Topaka
Y, TIPUKaB yKa3aTeJbHBIN majiell K rydam, razamu ckasail eMy: «Thl HaXOIUIIIbCS MEXAY HUMU U
noporamu. [locrapaiicst nepexBaTuTh UX».

Topak kuBHYA. EMy Ob110 x0m01H0. OH 00xBatmi cedst pykamu. Horu ot ctosiHust Ha MOKPOM
BaJIyHE COBEPILEHHO 3aCThUIM, PYKM HAUMHAIIA APOKATh.

Hakonen Japu nodpavics 1o Ociaka, ¥ TOT, 0TOPOCHB B CTOPOHY OCTPOTY, MOAXBATHIT MAJTBIIIIA
Ha pyKu. MOCTKM KQuHYJIUCh U YTPOKAIOIIE ITPOCENH O] HUM.

— 21, Ocnak, — HerPOMKO OKJIMKHYIT ero ®uH-KenuHH, HO roioc ero CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oM OKa-
3aJICsI XOPOIIIO CIIBIIIEH BCEM, HECMOTPSI Ha IIIyM MOpPOroB. — BepHuch-Kka Ha Oeper.

— OtBsikuch! — paBkHy1 Ocnak.

U Topak, k cBOeMy yxkacy, yBuaen, uto Ocllak yke rotoB JAepHYTh 3 CIUIETEHHYIO U3 JIbIKa
BEPEBKY, KOHEI| KOTOPOU ObUT MPHUBSI3aH K CTOJOMKAM, MOAJCPKUBAIOIIMM MOCTKH; OAWH CHJIbHBIN
PBIBOK — M MOCTKHM PYXHYT, a BMecTe ¢ HuMu Ocnak u apu.

U Topak He BelaepKAaIL:

— Ocnak, nocnymiaid MeHs, 3710 51, Topak! He Hago. ..

Ocnak 3100HO OrpBI3HYJICS:

— A KTO TbI TaKOM, YTOOBI yKa3bIBaTh MHE, YTO HAJ0, a YTO He Hafo? Thl BOOOIIE HEe U3 HAIIIETO
wiemenn! Kykymonok! Emb Hanry nunty, )KyBelib B Halux goMax! S1-To ciibliman, Kak Tl TAUKOM B
Jlec xomgui u BbUT TaM, 3B cBoero Bosika! Bee mbl 910 chbimanu! YTo, HUKaK CMUPUTBCS HE XOUelllb
C TeM, 4TO OH HUKOT/A K TeOe He BepHeTCs?

Penn paxe cMopimiack oT coctpaganusi, Ho Topak u ra3oM He MOpruyJ. OH BUZEN TO, Yero
noka He 3amevan Ocnak: ®uH-KequHH, 9y Th IPUXpaMbIBasi, OCTOPOKHO MOAOUPAJICS K pa3OyIlieBaB-
IIeMYCsl BEJIUKaHy.

Brpyr Ocnak nomarHyscs, yrpoxaolie KaYHyIMCh MOCTKH. . .

Jlapu ot ucrnyra packpbul poT ¥ BO BCe TOPJIO 3apeBed.

®uH-KearHH Tak M 3aCThLI HA MECTE.

— 91, Ocnak! — CHOBa HETPOMKO OKJIUKHYJI OH.

Ocrnak pe3ko 00epHYJICS U 37T0OHO OCKAJIHJICS:

— Jlyume nepxuch OT MeHs ofasbiie!

®uH-KenHH MOAHSI pyKH, CJIOBHO TOBOPSI, UTO M HE COOMPAJICS K HeMy MPUOIMKaThCs. 3ame-
THB, UTO BCE TUIEMS B y)Kace B3UPaeT Ha HUX, BOXK/Ib IIPECTIOKOMHO YCEeJICsl HA MOCTKH, CKPECTHB HOTH.
OH ObLT 1marax B IIECTH OT Oepera U OTIMYHO MoHUMAN: ecau Ociak JepHeT 3a BepeBKY, MOCTKU
HETpeMeHHO 00pyIIaTCsl, HO TEM He MEHee BUJ1 y Hero ObLT HACTONIBKO OE3MSTEKHBINA, TOUHO OH CHUIIUT
BEYEPKOM Yy KOCTpa.

— Ocnak, — moMoJ4aB, CrOKOMHO ckazain OuH-KequHH, — Thl ke MpeKpacHo 3Haelllb, YTO TIeMst
BBIOpAJIO MEHsI BOXK/JEM BO UMSsI CBOETO CIIOKOWCTBUS M OE30IaCHOCTH.

Ocnak 00MU3HYI TyOBI, HO HIYErO He OTBETHII.

— W MOCKOJIBKY ThI TOKE WIEH HAIIEro IJIeMeHH, — Tpoaoikan ®uH-KenquHH, — s HenmpeMeHHO
MOCTapaloch U Tede 00ecreunTh TOMHYI0 6e30MacHOCTh. Thl TONBKO omycTH Jlapyu Ha MOCTKH M T03-
BOJIb €MY TOJOUTH KO MHE. A 51 OTHECY €ro K MaTepu, XOpoIo?

Jluo Ocnaka ciierka pacciabuioch M Kak-T0 0OBUCIIO.

— Otnyctu Manpurka, — nopropust Pun-Kenuus. — Emy 1aBHO ykuHath nopa. ..

Cua, 3aKJII04€HHAs B €70 TUXOM T'0JI0Ce, SIBHO HauMHauIa JercTBoBaTh. Ociak MeJIeHHO pas-
’a pydoHKH [lapu, KOTOPEIMH TOT OOBHII €T0 IIeI0, ¥ OIMYCTHJI MaJIBIIIIA HA MOCTKH.
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Hexkotopoe Bpems [lapy cMOTpes Ha HETro, CIIOBHO MPOCS pa3peltieHusi, TOTOM MOBEPHYJICS U
nonon3 K Pun-Kenuuny.

®unH-KemHH NPUMOIHSIICS, OMEPIINCh HA OHO KOJIEHO, M IPOTSIHYJ K PeOEHKY PYKH.

W 1yt Hdapu ciaydailHO BBIPOHWJI HPSIMO B BOJAY CBOETO WMIPYIIEYHOro 3yOpa M3 COCHOBOM
IIMIIKK U, C TOPECTHBIM BOIUIEM IMOTSHYBIIUCH 32 HAM, UyTh caM He cBaywics B peky. Ho ®un-
KenunH ycrien BCKOUMTh, CXBaTUTh €ro 3a Oe3pyKaBKy M IIPUKaTh K ceoe.

Mo coOpagrtericss Ha Gepery ToJIe MPOJIETeN B3/I0X 0OIerYeHHus.

V Topaka OT nepexuToro yxaca MoAKalMBaauch HOrM. OH BUJEIN, YTO BOX[Ib IUIEMEHU
BopoHa, octopoxkHo crynas, HeceT [lapu k O6epery. Bot oH yxe coBcem Omm3ko, BoT Tyt Gepet y
Hero Jlapy ¥ Kperko MPYKUMAaeT ChIHA K TPYIH. . .

A Ocnak Tak ¥ OCTajCsl CTOSATh Ha MOCTKax, IMOXOXHMW Ha KOCMATOro 03agadeHHoro 3yopa.
BepeBka /1aBHO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA Y HETO U3 PYK; OH He CBOAWI IM1a3 ¢ Oyprsimend Boabl. Pun-KeaunH,
HE TOBOPSI HY CJIOBA, BEPHYJICS K HEMY, B3sUJI 32 TUIEYM M YTO-TO HECIIBIIITHO MPOIIENTA €My Ha yXO.

IMocne ero cios Teno Ocnaka pa3oM 0OMSIKJIO, M OH TOCTYIIHO nomten ¢ ®uH-KequHHOM Ha
6eper. Tam Ha Hero HAOPOCKIIUCH PA30M HECKOJIBKO MY KUHH U MOBATIMIIM Ha 3eMJi0. Ociak, Ka3aioch,
ObLT BeCbMa 9TUM 03aJa4yeH U, TIOX0Ke, BOOOIIe He MOHUMAJI, KaK OH CIoa TIomaJl.

Topak, nepenpsruBasi ¢ OJHOTO TUIOCKOTO KaMHS Ha JPYyrou, Toxe godpasics 1o 6epera u 6po-
CHJI OCTPOTY Ha TECOK, YyBCTBYsI, UTO €ro ObeT CTPAIIHbBIA 03HOO.

— Yo ¢ Todoii? Tebe mioxo? — BCTpeBokeHHO cripocuiia PenH. Ha ee TeMHO-pBIKMX BoJlocax
OrecTesn BOJIsIHbIE OPBI3TH, a JIUIIO OBUIO HACTOJIBKO OJIETHBIM, YTO Ha CKYyJIaX OTYETIIMBO IPOCTYIHIA
TUIEMEHHasl TATYMPOBKA — TPU TEMHBIE TTIOJIOCKH.

Topak nmokayas rojoBoi, HOHUMas1, BIIpo4eM, uTo PeHH emy He OOMaHyTh.

A 4yTb noopans ot HUX PuH-Keaunn crnpanmmpan y CaeyHH, yXke yCIEBIIEH CITyCTUTBCS CO
CroposxeBoii CKaJbl:

— Yro ¢ HuM Takoe?

Bokpyr HUX K 3TOMy MOMEHTY coOpasioch ouTH Bee TuieMs. Ctapasi KONAyHbsl COKPYIIEHHO
roKayajia roJioBOM:

— Ero gymm Goprotcst Ipyr ¢ Ipyrom.

— 3HauuUT, 3TO YTO-TO Bpoae Oe3ymus? — npeanonoxmin PuH-KenuaH.

— Bo3moskHo, — otBeTiiia CaeyHH. — Ho 51 Takoro HMKorjga He BUjeNa.

— 1 Bunen, — BMemasicss Topak. U GpIcTpo pacckaszain BOX/IIO U KOJIyHbE O CBOEH BCTpede ¢
OXOTHHMKOM U3 Tulemenu Kabana.

CaeyHH ciymana ero o4eHb BHUMATEJIBHO, 1 JIUIIO ee Bce Oosbiiie MpauHesio. OHa Obuia cTapiie
BCEX B IUIEMEHH, IPHYEM Ha MHOTO-MHOTO JieT. CTapocTh UCCYIIUIIA €€ TUIOTh U OTHOJIMpPOBajia 00Ts-
HYTBIII KOXEH 4Yepern Tak, YTO OH MPUOOpes OTTEHOK CTapod KOCTH, a 320CTPUBIIMMUCS YepTaMU
7M1 KOJIIYHBS KyJa OOJTblIie TIOXOIUIa Ha BOPOHA, YeM Ha KEHIIMHY.

— Jla, MHE ¥ KOCTH CKa3aJii O TOM e, — TOPECTHO B3/I0XHYJIa OHa. — §l MX pacKuHyJIa ¥ Mpouwia
rocyaHue, Koropoe racuio: «OHa uaer».

— Ecrb 1 eme koe-4rto, — ckazasia PenH. — Korna s oxotusack, To BCTpeTuiia B JIecy HECKOJIbKO
yenoBek U3 miemeHu Vbl OpuH u3 HUX ObUT OosieH. Bech B si3Bax. Barmsag 6e3ymubiii. Kytb! —
['maza PeHH ka3anuch 4yepHbIMU O€3[0OHHBIMH KOJIOAIIAMHU, KOTAa OHa rocMoTpena CaeyHH IpsMo B
muno. — Keraty, konayH u3 riemenn VBBl npucian Tede BECTOUKY: CKa3all, YTO TOXKE PaCKUAbIBAT
KOCTH Y KOCTH TPH JHS TOZPSI]I TOBOPHJIM €My OHO U TO ke: «OHa uier».

Jlionu BOKpPYT 3aIlIeNTaIrCh, CKpeIIrBasi Maiblibl, YTOObI OTOTHATH HeBeoMoe 3710. HekoTopsie
01aroroBeifHO KacaJluch CBOMX TOTEMHBIX 3HAKOB — YEPHBIX ONECTAIIMX MEPheB BOPOHA, MPUKPETI-
JIEHHBIX K OJeKIE.

Mornozioii 0XoTHUK MTaH pemTenbHO MIAarHyI BIIEPesl, HO JIUIIO €rO BHIIIISIIENO paCTePsTHHBIM.

— 4 ocraBun Bepy Ha xoMe, OHa TaM KallKaHbI MPOBepsiIa. Y Hee Ha pyKax ObUTH Takue ke
BOJIIBIPY, KaK Yy Ocnaka. 3ps s, HaBepHOe, ee TaM OCTaBuI, Aa?
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®dun-Keaunu nokavas roioBoit. JIMIo ero ocraBajgoch HEMPOHUIIAEMBIM; OH 3alyMYMBO IJ1a-
JJT CBOIO TEMHO-PBIKYI0 60poy, HO Topak 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO MBICITU BOXK/sI HE 3HAIOT TIOKOSI.

3arem PuH-KeauuH, OyATO OYHYBIIUCH OT CBOMX MBICIIEH, CTaJl OBICTPO pa3/iaBaTh IMpHUKa3a-
HUI:

— Tynn, taH, BO3pMUTE e11ie JIojiel 1 OBICTPO COOPYAUTE KUJHIIE B JIMTIOBOU POIIIe, TIO/IaIbIIe
ot crostHKH. [Totrom otBequTe Tyaa Ociaka v 11a3 ¢ Hero He cryckaire. A Tol, BegHa, naxe O1m3Ko
HE JOJKHA K Hemy noaxoauTtsb. [Ipoctu, HO MHOTO Bhixona y Hac HeT. — OH noBepHyJicsi K CaeyHH,
1 ero ronyOble T1a3za OJecHy M. — B MOTHOYb ¢ TIOMOIIBIO UCIIENISIONIEro 00psijia Thl BHISICHHIIb, B
YeM TYT IIpUYHHA.
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I'naBa 4

VueHuniia KOJIIyHbH B3sIa por 3yOpa, 3auepriHyjia UM Topsueit 30716l U3 KOCTpa U BBICHITIAIA
ellle IBIMSIIYIOCS 30Ty MPSAMO Ha CBOI0 OOHAXKEHHYIO JIAJIOHb.

Topak Tak 1 OXHYIL

Ho yyeHunia konayHbu gaxe He MOMOPIIUIACS.

V¥ ee Hor Oclak sipOCTHO CKped HOTTSIMU 3eMJTI0, OJHAKO CBSI3aH OH ObLT KperKo. [la kK Tomy xe
€ro elie ¥ NPUMOTAIN PEMHSIMU K HOCUJIKaM U3 OJIEHbEM IIKYPbI B O3KUIAHUU MOCIIEAHETO 3aKJIuHA-
Hus. Bepa yxe mporuia 3TOT oOpsifl, U €e CHOBA YHEC/IU B KUJIMIIE, TOCTPOEHHOE AJis1 OOMbHBIX, —
OHa JAMKO KpUYaa, U el CTAHOBUJIOCh TOJIBKO XYXKe.

Konnynbst miiemenu BopoHa u ee ydyenuna ucnpodoBasiu Bce. CaeyHH mMasaia SI3bIKM OOJIb-
HBIX KPOBBIO 3eMJIM, YTOOBI M3rHATh Oe3ymue. 3aTeM, MPUBA3aB K MabliaM PHIOOJIOBHBIE KPIOUKH,
OHa BIaJla B TPAHC, HAJIESICh C TIOMOIIIBIO STUX KPIOYKOB MOMMATh YCKOJIB3AIOIIKE 1yl HECYACTHBIX.
[TotoM mpuHsIack OKypyBaTh OONBHBIX ABIMOM MOKKEBEJIBHUKA, YTOObI M3THATH U3 MX TUIOTH Yep-
Bell, BbI3bIBAOIIMX O0e3Hb. Ho HUUTO He moMoraro.

[Tnems Bopona nputuxiio, oxunas, korga CaeyHH NPUroTOBUTCS K OCIEAHEMY MarudyeckoMy
putyaiy. S3bIKY IJIaMEHU BHICBEUMBAIM B TEMHOTE HAIPSIKEHHBIE JIULIA JTIOJIEN.

Houn Obina xapkoit, 3se3nHoi. [loutu nonHas ayHa ckonb3uia B HeOecax Haj Jlecom. Betep
yJIercsi, HO B BO3/1yX€ CJIBIIIAJIOCh MHOKECTBO 3BYKOB. [loTpeckuBaiu KOCTpbI, HaJ KOTOPbIMU BSLIH-
nach peida. [TokprKuBaIM BOPOHBI B Y3KOH peuHou ropioBuHe. PeBena Boga y moporos.

KongyHnps nogonuia Kk HOCWJIKaM, Ha KOTOpbIX Jiexkan Ocliak, U MpocTepia KOCT/sIBbIe PyKU K
JyHe. B oqHOM pyke OHa C:kMMasa CBOM Maruyeckui amyJieT, B IPyroil — KpacHYyI0 CTpesy ¢ KpeM-
HEBbIM HAKOHEYHUKOM.

Topak ykpaJako# B3IJISIHYJ HAa YYEHMILy KOJ/IyHbU, HO IO JIMILy €€ Cel4ac HUYero mpovyecTb
OBbLIIO HEBO3MOKHO: €0 TOJICTHIM CJIOEM IMOK PhIBaJia pevHast IMHA. Yl 9T0 CyIIecTBo ¢ MacKoil BMECTO
JIWIIA COBCEM He ObLIO MOXOXKe Ha MpexkHIO PeHH.

— O, OroHb, OUMCTHU TEJIECHYIO AYIIly 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA. .. — MOHOTOHHO BbiNieBasia CaeyHH, Kpyxa
Y HOCUJIOK.
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A Penn, npuceB Ha KOpTOYKH Bo3sie Ocnaka, TOHKOH CTPYHKOM chinana eMy Ha O0Chle CTYITHH
ropstayio 30imy. Ociak cToHas oT OOJMU ¥ 0 KPOBH Kycasl ryOBl.

— O, OroHp, OUMCTH €T0 IUIEMEHHYIO JyIIYy. ..

N Penn noceimaa 30510 To Mecto Ha rpyau Ocnaka, rae Ouoch cepitie.

— O, OroHb, OUMCTH €ro BHEIIHIO Ayily, ero Hanyak. ..

U PenH crapartenbHO pacTepiia ropsdyio 3051y 1o JI0y O0JIBHOTO.

— CoXrH, COXKIY MOCEJIMBIIMIACS B HEM HEIYT. . .

Ocnak 4TO-TO 37100HO BHIKPUKHYJI ¥ TUTIOHYJT B KOJIAYHBIO KPOBABOM CITIOHOM.

[ernoT pazoyapoBaHusi BOJTHOW MpoOeska 1o Toirme. Yapsl He JeidCTBOBAIIH.

Topak naxe apimares nepectasi. M Jlec y Hero 3a cnuHOM Toxke 3aTux. Jlaxke JUCTbs OCHH,
MOXOXKe, TIePECTAIM TPEMNeTaTh, OKUAAsT Pe3y/IbTATOB UCIENSIONIEro 00psa.

Kak 3aBoposxeHHbIll, Topak cMoTpen Ha CaeyHH, KOTOpasi KOHLIOM KPacHOW CTpeJibl pucoBasia
Ha rpyau Ocnaka civpasb U XpUIuio 6opMoTana:

— Beixonn, 60se3ub, Beixoau! M3 mosra kocreit — B Kocth. M3 Koctel — B IUIOTh. ..

Brpyr Topak, BIeNMBIIMCH NAIBIIAMH B )KUBOT, COTHYJICS TIONOJIAaM OT HEOKUJIAHHOW PE3KOM
6omu. [Tpomomkast ciymiaTh, Kak KOJAYHbS BBIIIEBAET CBOU 3aKJISITHsI, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BHYTPEH-
HOCTH €My CJIOBHO pa3UpaeT 4To-TO OCTPOE. ..

KonnyHpst MenyieHHO 3akOHYMIIA prUcoBaTh Ha rpynu Ocnaka cnvpalib 1 CHOBa 3a00pMoTaa:

— VI3 oty — B KOXy. VI3 KOXH — B CTpely. ..

U cuopa y Topaka pe3ko CBeJO KHBOT; Ka3aJoch, O0JIb eMy MPUYUHSIOT MIMEHHO cioBa Cae-
YHH. ..

«A 4T0, eciu U s 320051e]1? — MeJIbKHYJIA Y Hero MbIC/Ib. — YTo, ecim 3Ta 001e3Hb TaK M HAYM-
Haetcs 7»

Kto0-TO Kpenko B3s1 ero 3a mwiedo. 1o Obu1 PuH-KeanHH, HO cMOTpes BOXK/Ib HE HA HEro, a
Ha KOJITYHbIO.

— U3 cTpenbl, — npoH3UTEIbHO BBIKpUKHYIa CaeyHH, BCTaBas Ha HOTH, — B oronb! — 1 ona
CyHyJIa CTpey B IBILIYIIKE KapOM yIJIM KOCTpa.

K HeOy B3BIIIOCH 3e1€HOBATOE TIIaMsl.

Ocnak VKO BCKPUKHYJI.

ITo Tonmne nposeren UCIyraHHbINA MIENOT.

CaeyHH OeCCUIIBHO ypOHWIIA PYKH.

Yaps! HE TOMOITIN.

Topak, 3axaB KUBOT pyKaMu, OOPOJICS C TIPUCTYNAMH Ay PHOTHI.

Brpyr y kocTpa MenbKHYIa yepHast TeHb. To ObUT BOPOH, XpaHUTENb TuieMeHH. BopoH seren
npsimo Ha Topaka. Topak xoTes ObUI0 YKJIOHUThCS, HO PuH-KeanHH yaepikan ero Ha Mecte, 1 BOPOH
B [TOCJIETHIO CEKYH/Iy CBEPHYJI B CTOPOHY. X paHUTEJb SIBHO ObUT Pa3rHEBAH: €ro TUIeMsl TIOJBEPIIIOCH
Harnagenuio Bpara! Ho Topak HUKak He MOT MOHSTh, IOYEMY BOPOH HAOPOCHJICSI IMEHHO Ha Hero.

OH nonbiTascs nepexBaTUTh B34 PeHH, HO OHa /1axe rojoBbl B €10 CTOPOHY HE NIOBEPHYIIA.
Cros Ha koneHsx Bo3jie Ociaka, OHa BHUMATEILHO BIJISI/IIBAJIACh B T€ OTMETHHBI, KOTOPBIE OCTABUIIN
Ha 3eMJIE €r0 HOI'TH.

BripBaBmuch u3 nenkux pyk @un-Kenunna, Topak 6pocusicst 6exarh — MUMO YaCOBBIX, IPOYb
u3 jareps, B Jlec.

JloOpaBIIKCh 10 3aJIMTOM JIyHHBIM CBETOM TOJISTHKH, OH PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO, LIETUISISICh PyKaMU
3a CTBOJI SICEHSI, U €r0 CHOBA TaK CKPYTHWJIO, YTO MOTEMHEJIO B I71a3ax. IloTom k ropny noxacrynuia
TOIHOTA, ¥ Topaka Hauasio BEIBOPAYMBaTh HANZHAHKY.

L i

3akpuyaia coBa.
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Topak MOAHSUT TOJIOBY M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi CMOTpPEJT Ha XOJIOIHBIE 3BE3/Ibl, TPOCBEYMBABIIINEC
CKBO3b YEPHYIO JIUCTBY siceHsl. [I0OTOM COCKOJIB3HYJ Ha 3eMJTIO U, CBEPHYBIINCH KJIYOKOM, OOXBAaTHII
TOJIOBY pyKamH.

ToIHOTa ¥ TOIOBOKPYKEHUE TIOYTH MPOIIUIU, HO €ro CHJIbHO 3HOOMI0. EMy ObLIO CcTpariHo u
onuHOKO. Ho pacckasaTh 06 3TOM OH He MOT HUKOMY, Aaxe PenH. [TycTs oHa ero apyr, HO OHa Takke
Y y4eHHIIa KonayHbH. W Henb3s1, 9YToOBI OHA 3m0 y3Hasla. DTOro HUKTO 3HaTh He AO/keH. Eciu oH
IENCTBUTENILHO OOJIEH, TO JIyullle yMEpeTh B TIOTHOM OIMHOYECTBE 31eCh, B Jlecy, 4eM NMpuUBs3aHHBIM
K HOCHJTKaM.

W Tyt B mymry ero 3akpajioch yxkacHoe rnogpo3peHue. Ociak roBOpHI, YTO OHHU TOKHPAIOT €ro
aymd. .. Beuio m To 6opMoTaHreM Ge3yMIia, WM BCe JKe B ero CJI0BaX UMeJach TONMKA MPaB/Ibl?

Topak 3aKkpbUI 1J1a3a, THITASCh HA O YeM OOJIbIIe He JyMaTh U TOJBKO CIIYIIATh HOUHBIE 3BYKH
Jleca — Tpenu 4epHOTO Jpo37a, MOMUCKUBAHKS MAJTMHOBOK B MOAJIECKE, KOPMUBIIHMX MTEHIIOB.

Bcio cBoto xu3Hbp Topak Opoauit Mo ropam U J071aM C OTIIOM, JepKach OT JIOAEW MoAaJblIIe.
Wctunnbie odurarenmu Jleca, 3Bepu U NMTHILIBL, ObUTM €r0 APY3bsIMH M CITyTHUKaMu. 1 1o monsm o
HUKOI/1a He cKyyasl. Tak 4to xuTh B TuieMeHn BopoHa eMy oka3zasioch Heserko. CTONIBKO JIMI BOKPYT!
Tak Masio BpeMeHH yaaeTcs oObITh OfHOMY. K ToMy ke B 9TOM IuieMeHH OH ObUT 4ykakoM. U JKu3Hb,
KOTOPYIO BEJIM STH JIIO/IU, OY€Hb CUJIbHO OTJIMYAJIach OT €ro MpeKHeN KIU3HM.

A eme Topak yxacHO ckydas 1o Bojky.

370 yXe mocyie TMOean OTia OH HAaTKHYJICs B Jlecy Ha MaJieHbKOro BOJTUOHKA. [IBa Mecsia
MIOTOM OHM BMECTe OXOTHJIMCH B JieCy, M He pa3 000OMM Ipo3uiia CTpaIHas onacHocTb. Torma Bonk
BeJ ceOsl Kak caMblil OOBIKHOBEHHBIN JETEHBII — Oe3 KOHI[A MyTaJICs 1O, HOTaMH M BO BCE COBAJ
coil Hoc. Ho mopoii Topak 4yBCTBOBaJI, UYTO MMEHHO OH BEJIET €ro; B TaKWE€ MUHYTHI STHTApHbIE
I71a3a BOJTYOHKA CBETHJIMCh CTPAHHOM YBepeHHOCThI0. Bripouem, Topak Bcerza 4yBCTBOBAJ B CBOEM
YEeTBEPOHOTOM JIpyTe POACTBEHHYIO AyIry; Bonk Obu1 emy OGpatom. U ceituac 6e3 Bonka emy ObLIO
OYeHb, OYECHb IIJIOXO.

Topaky 4acTo XOTeJIOCh OTIPABUTHCS €T0 UCKATh, HO B ITyOMHE IYIIM OH TIOHUMAJT: €My HUKO-
raa Oosbliie He HalTu Joporu kK CesmieHHon ['ope. [la u Penn nonreepania ero onaceHus, ¢ 0ObId-
HOW IPSIMOTOM 3a5IBUB:

— Ilpomnas 3uMa eCTBUTENIHFHO OKa3aslach He TakoM, Kak Bce mpoune. Ho Ttemeps... Her,
Topaxk, s 1ymaio, U3 TBOMX IMOMCKOB HUYETO HE BBIIJIET.

— Jla 3Ha1o 51! — ¢ 1ocagoi OTKJIMKHYJICS OH. — HO MHE KakeTcs, YTO eClI Bce-TaKu BpPeMsi OT
BpeMeHH 3BaTh BoJka, TO OH, MOKET ObITh, MEHSI YCIIBIIIUT U MTPULIET.

[Mpomwto nonrona, HO Bosk Tak u He mosiBUiICs. Topak mbITancs yoeauTb cedsi, UTo TO Jaxe
XOpOIIIO: 3HAYMT, BOJIK BIOJIHE CYACTIIMB CO CBOEH HOBOM cTaeil. Ho oTuero-to co3naBarh 310 ObUIO
6onpHee Bcero. Heyxenmu Bosk coBcem 1mo3a0sit o Hem?

W3nanmu ¢ BETpOM [0 HEro JIOHECIHMCh €1Ba CIIBIIIHBIE 3HAKOMBIE 3BYKH.

Topax TyT *ke cel.

Bomubs cras! Botot, npa3zaHys yaayHyio OXOTy.

Topak 1mo3adei1 U 0 00Je3HU, U 000 BCEM Ha CBETE — BOJIUBS MECHS MOAXBATUJIA €ro, TOYHO
MOIIIHBIA TTOTOK.

OH OTIMYHO pa3nuyai CHIbHBIE TOJIoca IJIABHBIX BOJKOB CTau, M Oosiee cnabble U BBICOKHUE
rojIoca OCTaJIbHBIX €€ YJIEHOB, KOTOPBIE JIMIIb YBAXKUTEIbHO BTOPHIIM OCHOBHBIM TIEBLIAM, U CPbIBA-
IOIIMECs] Ha BU3T TOJI0CA BOJTYAT, MPOOOBABIIMX MPUCOSAUHUTLCS K oOieMy xopy. Ho, yBbI, cpenu
BCEX THUX TOJIOCOB He OBUIO CIIBIIITHO TOTO €IMHCTBEHHOT'O TOJI0CA, KOTOPBIN OH TaK CTPACTHO MeUTal
YCIIBIIIATb.

Bnipouem, oH 3Ha1, 4TO He YCIbIIUT 3TOro rosioca. Ero Bosk gasneko Ha ceBepe co cBoe craei.
A BOJIKH, KOTOPBIX OH CJIBIIIUT celvac, ;KUBYT B BOCTOYHOH 4acTu Jleca, COBceM HelalieKo OTcCIofa,
Ha XOJIMax.
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W Bce-Taku MoMbITaThCSl HY’KHO ObLIO HernpeMeHHO! 3aKkphiB 1a3a, Topak MmogHec ClIoKeHHbIe
PYyHOPOM JIaJOHU KO PTY U IIPOBLLI BOTYLE IIPUBETCTBUE.

B ronocax BOJIKOB cpa3y NOCBIIIATICH TPEBOra U HANIPSIKEHUE.

«['me Thl OXOTHIIILCS, BOJK-OAMHOYKA?» — MPOBbLIA [IaBHAs BoaYMIla. Borpoc mposBydai
PE3KO, TOYHO TTPUKA3.

«Ha paccrostHur MHOTMX TIPBIKKOB OT Bac, — oTBeTHI Topak mo-Bomusn. — CKaxu, Cpeiv Bac
ecTb OOJIbHBIE ?»

OH He OBUT YBEpEeH, UTO CyMesl MPABUJIBHO BBIPA3UTh 3Ty MBICIb, W, TIOXOXKE, BOJIKH TOHSITN
ero HeMpaBHJIbHO.

«Harma crast — xoporas crasi! — oOvkeHHO 3aBblH OHU. — Camas jtydrias ctas B Jlecy!»

Topak, B 00IIEeM-TO, HE CIUIIKOM HAJEsuICs, YTO OHU MOMMYT ero. He Tak yx Xopolio oH
MOHMMAJT BOJTUHUH SI3BIK, @ BBIPAKATh ITO-BOTYBM COOCTBEHHBIE MBICJIU TIOUTH COBCEM HE yMEll.

«A Bce ke, — TIOlyMaJl OH C BHE3aITHOW OCTpOoi O0JbI0, — MOW BoJIK HempeMeHHO TIOHSIT Obl
MeHs!»

Bonubs necHb BAPYr CMOJIKJIA.

Topak oTkpbUI T71a3a. VI CHOBa OUyTHJICS HA 3aJIMTOM JYHHBIM CBETOM TIOJISIHE, B 3apOCIIsX
TEMHBIX MArIOPOTHUKOB M TABOJITM — TOYHO OTO CHA OYHYJICS.

HerpoMmko 3axonasny KpbUbs, ¥ Ha BETKY PAIOM cesla KyKyiika. OHa BHUMATeIbHO CMOTpesia
Ha Topaka KpyIJIbIM I71a30M B XKeJITOM 00OJIKe.

On Bcnomum, kKak Ociak mpe3putenbHO mpopbryait: «Tel BOOOIE He U3 HAlIero remMeHu!
Kykymonok !» Koneuno, 310 6pU1 IpocTO Opej1 cymaciieAmero, Ho B ueM-1o Ocak mpas. Kykyika
MUCKHYJA U yJieTelia: KTO-TO e CIyTHYJI.

Topak GecrryMHO BCTaJl, pyKa cama COOOH MOTSHYJIach K HOXKY.

3aymTasi ApKUM CBETOM IOJISTHA Ka3aj1ach COBEPIIIEHHO MTyCTOM.

B 1ByX marax K BOCTOKY MpoTeKaa HeOONbIon pydeek, crpemuBinmiics k upokoii Boge.
Topak OCTOPOKHO OCMOTpeJT ONVKHIOK YacTh Oepera B OMCKAaxX KaKUX-JTMOO CJIe/IOB, HO HUYero He
O6Hapy>KI/UI, HE HallleJI JaXE€ MCPCTUHOK, 3aCTPABUIMX B TPABC, WKW HAJIOMJICHHBIX BETOUCK.

Ho krto-TO Bece-taku npsraics psaom! Topak yyBcTBOBal 310!

[NogHSB rooBy, OH BHUMATENILHO BIVISIZIENICS B TEMHYIO KPOHY PAaCKUAUCTOrO OyKa.

W 3ameTtu, 4To U3 BETBEH MPSIMO HA HETO CMOTPUT KaKoe-TO CyIIecTBO. MasieHbkoe. 37100HOoe.
Borochl kak cyxast TpaBa, a JIMIO — U3 JINCTbEB!

OH Buies €ro OJHO JIMIIIb MTHOBEHHUE. 3aTeM B3/I0XHYJ BeTep, IIIeBEIbHY/I BETKH, U CYIIECTBO
UCYEe3Jo.

OH Tak U CTOsIJI 10 AEPEBOM, 3aCThIB KaK UCTYKaH, IepXka B pyKe HOX U 3aJlpaB rojOBY BBEpX,
KOrJia €ero oTeickayia PeHH.

— Yto ciyumsioch? — BCTPEBOXKEHHO cripocuiia oHa. — [Touemy Thl yoexan? Thl 4TO, Chesl 9To-
HUOYb He T0? — Eil IBHO He XOTeNn0Ch BBICKA3bIBaTh BCIIYX MPEIIONIOKEHHE O TOM, YTO U OH, BO3-
MOJKHO, OOJIEH.

— Jla Het, co MHO# Bce B Mopsiike, — coppai Topak. Ho pyku ero cuiipHO poxkaiu, Korua oH
32COBBIBAJI HOK B HOXKHBI.

—V 1ebs ryOBl COBCEM cepble, — 3ameTria PeHH.

— Huuero, Bce yske mpoliio, — CHOBa COBpaJl OH.

Koraa Topak ycencs ¢ Heto psigoM non OykoM, PeHH MeTbKOM IIIsIHYy Ia eMy Ha PyKH: HUKaKHUX
BOJIIIBIPEN BUJHO He ObLIO, ¥ OHA B3[IOXHYJIA C OONer4YeHreM, crapasch, BIpoyeM, He BbIIATh OXBa-
THUBILYIO €€ PaJOCTb.

— Mozxer, Tebe TUI0X0i rpud nomascsa? — MpearnoIokKuIa OHa.
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— A Taitueiin Hapon, — He ciyias ee, cipocuin BOpyr Topak, — Kakoil OH Ha BUJ?

—Uro? [la THI ke He XyXe MeHsI 3Haelllb, YTO OHU TOYHO TaKHe ke, Kak Mbl ¢ ToOoi! XoTs eciu
MOBEPHYTCSI CIIMHOM, TO MOKET MOKa3aThCsl, YTO OHU OY/ATO CTHUIIH. . .

— A muia y Hux kakue?

— 4 xe ckazana: kak u y Hac! A uto? [louemy TbI cripaiBaenis?

Topak nokaya’ rojioBoii:

— MHe nokazajochk, s 4To-TO Takoe Bujenl... M momymait: a uto, eciau 3to Tanueiid Hapoa Ty
O0Je3Hb BBI3BAIT?

— Her, — ckazana Penn. — 9t1o Bpsn au. — OHa no-npexHeMy He pellanach paccka3arb eMy,
YTO y3HaJIa BO BpeMs uctiesnsoniero oopsiaa. Her, ato xe npocro Hecnipaseuuso! Iocse Beero toro,
yto Topaky 10BesoCh NEPEKUTH MPOLUION 3UMOHA ! ..

YUtoOBl OTJIOKUTH HETTPUSITHBINA Pa3roBOp, PEHH cIycTUIach K pydbio U MPUHSIACH CMbIBATh C
JIMIIA TJIMHY, HO CIIepBa C TPYJOM CKOBBIPHYJIA C JIaJIOHEW TOJICTBINA CJIOW, TIO3BOJISIBIIUI CITIOKOWHO
JepkaTh B pyKax ropsuyo 3oiy. I[Torom HapBana Lesylo NpUrOpLIHIO BJIQKHOTO MXa U BEpHYJAch
K Topaxky.

— IIpunoxu Mox ko n0y, — Besiesa oHa emy. — Cpagy Jierde cTaHer.

VYceBiurch HAPOTUB, OHA BBHITPSIXHYJIA U3 CBOETO MEUIOYKA C MPUIacaMu HECKOJIBKO JIECHBIX
OPEXOB U MPUHSJIACh KAMHEM Pa30MBaTh CKOPIyNKU. OIHO SAAPHIIIKO OHA MpoTsaHyaa Topaky, HO OH
otkazajicsa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, YTO UM OOOMM HE XOYeTCs] TOBOPUTH O OOJIe3HH, HO 002 OHHU TOJIBKO
O HeH W lyMaloT.

Topak cripocui, Kak OHa €ro OThICKaJIa.

Penn ¢pipknyna:

— §1, MOXeT, 1 He yMEI0 pa3roBapuBaTh M0O-BOIYbY, HO Yk TBOI-TO BOH 3apOCTO € XOUelllb
y3Haio! — OHa nomomnyaiia. — Ot Bosika no-rnpexxHemy HU CIyXy HUA AyXy?

— Her.

Penn cwena eme opex.

— Ckaxw, BeJlb 3TOT UCLIEJISIIOIINI OOPSIII. . . HE TIOMOT' ? — HAKOHEeIl HeyBepeHHO cripocui Topak.

— Ioxanyii, nocie Hero uMm crajo emie xyxe. Tenepp u Ocnak, u bepa cuurtaior Bcex B 1uie-
MEHU CBOMMHM Bparamu. — PeHH Haxmypuiiack. — CaeyHH TOBOPHT, UTO CIIBIIIAJA PaHbIIE O MOI00-
HBIX HEJlyrax — TOJIbKO OY€Hb-OUEHb JaBHO, cpa3y nocie Benukoil Boinbl. Torna BeIMupanu nesbie
wiemena. Harmpumep, rutemst Kocynm, riemss Boopa. OHa roBopuT, YTO KOT/Ia-TO, BO3MOXKHO, CYIIe-
CTBOBAJIO CPEJICTBO, CIIOCOOHOE UCHENHTh 3Ty O0JIe3Hb, HO TeTeph BCe M03a0bUIN, KaK TOTOBUTH 3TO
JIEKapCTBO. A ellle OHa TOBOPUT — 3TO O0JIe3Hb, KOTOpasi KOpeHUTCs B cTpaxe. M cama kak Obl BbIpa-
LIMBaET 3TOT cTpax. Kak gepeBo — amcThbs.

— Kak nepeBo — nucths, — menotom nopropr Topak. [TogoOpas ¢ 3eMu BETOUKY, OH IPH-
HSJICS. HETOPOIUTMBO CYMIIATH C Hee KOpy. — A OTKy/la OHa IIPUXOIUT, 3Ta O0Ie3Hb?

Bce. Bosnbirie momuarts 610 Henb3s. Eil mpuieTcs Bce eMy pacckasarh!

— [NomHuu1b, — HEXoTs Hauasna PenH, — yto Ociak roBopuii Ha MOCTKax ?

Topak cTUCHYN NaJIblIaMy [AJIOUKY.

— Ha. { toxe Bce Bpemst 00 3ToM aymai. OH ckazanr: «OHHM easaT MOM JyIu...» — Topak
CIJIOTHYJT KOMOK B ropiie. — Heyxenu sto Toxuparemu dym?

W Bapyr noHsu1, 4TO NTULIBI BOKPYT MEPECTAIIH M1E€Th, 2 TEMHbIE IEPEeBbsi HACTOPOKUJIHCh.

— Twi Beab 310 X0OTeENa cKazaTh? — cripocui oH PenH. — [To-tBoemy, umenHo [oxuparenu dymn
00JIe3Hb BBI3BIBAIOT?

Penn oteeruna He cpasy.

— BosmoxHO. A Tebe Tak He KaxeTcs?

Topak BCKOYMJI ¥ HEPBHO 3a0erai 1o MojsiHe, Cmdasi CRoer MaIKON BepXyIIKH MaropOTHHU-
koB. [ToToM ocTaHOBWJICS UM CKa3aJl, OXkaB IIeYaMu:

— He 3Haw. {1 He 3HaI0 gaxe, KTO OHU TaKUe.
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— Topak...

— EnuncTBEHHOE, YTO 51 3HAI0, — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH C HEOXKUAAHHOU SPOCTBIO, — YTO OHU OBUIH
KOJIlyHAMH U JISUWJIU JIIOJIeH, a TIOTOM CTaJId TBOpUTH 370! U ere 51 3Hai0, 4TO MO OTell ObUT UX
3aKJIATHIM BParoM, XOTsI CaM OH HUKOT/Ia HUYEro MHE M He paccKasblBasl. — TOpak cpyOuMII BEpXyILKY
nanopotHuka. — 1 eie s 3Haio, 4To CIy4UIOCh HEYTO TAKOE, YTO CJIAOMUIIO UX, JIMILWIO BJIACTH, U
OHM Ky/1a-TO MICYE3JIM, a JIIOAM CTaJM JAyMaTbh, YTO OHM Mcue3nu Haeceraa. Ho ato Obuto He Tak. U
MPOILJIBIM JIETOM... — OH 3allHYJICS, — IPOILIbIM JIETOM Kakoi-To XpoMoHoruil [Toxuparens dyi
CO3J1aJI TOrO Me/IBe/IsI, KOTOPBIA YOI MOero otiia!

Topak cepauTo TOIHYJI HOTOW M OTIUBBIPHYJ CBOIO MAJIKY.

— A 4gro, ecitu THI ommbaenbest, PeHH? — cripociut oH, B3sIB ce0s1 B pyKu. — UTO, €cir 9TO BOBCE
W HE...

— Topaxk... HeT, Thl nocayiaid MeHs! Jleno B Tom, uro Ociiak HauepTuIl Ha 3eMile 3HaK. JTO
ObLT Tpe3yOell — TAKUM KOJIAYHBI JIOBAT aymn. 1 ato cumBon [oxupareneid Qym.
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I'naBa 5

INoxuparemu dym!

MX cymecTBoBaHUE TECHO MEPEIUIENOCH C €0 KU3HBIO, U BCE K€ OH 3HAJI O HUX OYEHb MAJIO.
3HaJl JIMILb, YTO UX CEMEPO, BCE OHU U3 Pa3HBIX IUIEMEH U KaXbli ONEPKUM KaKJO! BJIACTH.

I'ne-To HMKE MO TEYEHWIO NPOH3UTENBHO B3BU3THYJA JIMCHLA. B IPOTMBOIIOIOXHOM YITy
KIJIMILLA HE cllajia, Bopoualach ¢ 00Ky Ha 60k BenHa: TpeBoxuiiach, 6enHast, o myxe. A Topak, cep-
HYBIIIKCh B CMIAJILHOM MEIKe, IyMaJl, KaKoe e 3710 JOJKHO ObUIO MocenuThesl B 9TuX Tokuparensx
Jly11, eciii OHM CIIOCOOHBI HAC/ATh Ha JIIOAEH Takylo OO0Jle3Hb, OT KOTOPOW OHM BBIMHPAIOT LIEJIBIMU
IJIEMEHAMU. . .

Heyxenu notom 3710 3710 OyAeT npaBuTh BceM Jlecom?

Her, nogunnutsb cebe Jlec He moxeT HUKTO! HUKTO He MOXeET 3aBOeBaTh JIepeBbsl WU Clie-
JIaTh TakK, YTOOBI 3BEpH MEPECTAIIN CJIe0BATh APEBHEHNIIIEMY PACIIOPSIIKY )KU3HH, B OCHOBE KOTOPOT'O
JIEKUT JIyHHBI Mecsl. HUKTO HEe MOXeT IpUKa3biBaTh OXOTHUKAM, I7l€ UMEHHO OHU JIOJIKHBI OXO-
TUTBCSI.

Korga Topak HakoHell 3aCHYI, TO U BO CHe He oOpest 1nokosi. CoH, IPUCHUBILIMIACS €My, ObLT
MIOVCTUHE yXKaCEH: CKPIOUMBIINCh HA TEMHOM CKJIOHE KAaKOro-TO XOJMa U IOXOJIOZIEB OT yXkaca, OH
BUJIEJ, KaK K HeMy noAmnon3aot oe3nukue [oxuparenu Jdymr. OH nonsitasiacs BCTath, Oexarbh OT HUX,
OTTOJIKHYJICSI PyKOH OT 3€MJIY, U PyKa €ro HaTKHYJIach Ha YTO-TO MATKOE, NOKpBITOE yeltyel. M sta
TBapb U3BUBaJIaCch U Kycasiachk! OH B ykace pBaHyJICsl B CTOPOHY, HO OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO KOPHU JIEPEBLEB
IUIOTHO OOBUJIM ero Horu. Kakasi-To TeMHasi Kpbulatasi TeHb, HIypIa KOXKUCTBIMU KPbLIbSIMU, KAMHEM
ynaia ¢ Hebec... U Tyt [loxuparenu [y HaCTUIIM €ro, U 371004, MUCXOAUBILAs OT HUX, OOXUrasa,
KaK OTOHb...

Koraa Topak npocHysncst, Hactynan pacceerT. [Ipixanue Jleca OKyTano qepeBbsi TYMaHHOM JbIM-
Kol. U OH yxe TBep/0 3HaJ, YTO JOJIKEH CHEJIaTh.
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— Ocnaky nyuriie He crtano? — cripocui oH BeqHy, noMeanuB Ha nopore.

— Jla HeT, Bce TO ke, — B3I0XHYJIa OHA.

Topak 3ameTwJ1, 4To I71a3a y Hee IOKPACHENH OT CJIE3, HO OHA TaK FHEBHO IVIsIHYJIA HA HEro, 4To
€My cpa3y pacxoTeJloCh €l COUyBCTBOBATb.

— Tot ®un-Kenunna ve Bugena? — cnpocusi oH. — MHe ¢ HUM MTOTOBOPUTH HYKHO.

— On Ha G6epery. Tonbko Thl ObI JTyUIlle OCTABUJI €70 B TIOKOE.

Ho Topak ciymars ee He crai.

Bokpyr yxe BoBcio kunesa padota. PIO0OIOBBI ¢ OCTporaMu B pyKax 3aCTbLJIM Ha MOCTKaX Hajl
PEKOH, KTO-TO pa3KUrajl KOCTpbl, KTO-TO FOTOBMII efly. M31aneka JOHOCHIICS 3BOHKMI CTYK MOJIOTa
1o KamMHIo0. Bee crapaichk 4eM-To 3aHATh cedst, yToObl He aymaTh 00 Ociake u bepe, cBA3aHHBIX U
3aMepThIX B OTAEJIBHOM KIJIUILIE.

Topak nomesn no Tpore, UAyIed BAoIb Oepera BHA3 MO TEYEHHI0 PeKH — MUMO MOPOTOB U
3a u3nyduny. Bckope crosinka ckpeliack U3 Buny. 3aech [llupokast Bona cranoBUiIach 3HAYUUTEBHO
CTIOKOIHEe, JIOCOCH MEJIbKaJIM B TEMHO-3€JIEHOI BOJIe, TOUYHO CEpeOPUCThIE TPOTUKH.

®un-KenuHH, ycTpOMBIIKCH HA BAyHE Y CaMOM BOJIbI, MacTepu HoX. Heobxoammble 1ist 910
PabOThl MHCTPYMEHTHI JISKAIU PAJOM: [1BA TSKEIbIX KaMHsI, CIIYKUBIIKE MOJIOTOM U HAKOBAJIbHEH,
MIPAaBUJIbHBIN KAMEHb U Yallla, NoJIHasl YePHOM KHUIISALIEeH COCHOBOM cMoJbl. Y Hor ®uH-KeanHHa Bo
MXY BBICHJIACh HEOOJbIIIast TOPKA KAMEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB, OCTPBIX KaK UIJIBI.

Crowo Topaky MoOgoiTH K BOXKIIO TUIeMEHH OJMke, U Cepille ero pagocTHo 3adminock. OH
Bcerna Bocxuiaica Pun-Kennaaom, Ho HeMHoro nodansasica ero. Korga noru6 orer, @un-Kennau
npuHsi1 Topaka B cBoe TieMs1, HO HHA pa3y He MPeIokKUI YCHIHOBUTD ero. Y Bes ce0st ¢ HUM Kak Obl
HEMHOT'O OTCTPAHEHHO, CJIOBHO PEIINJI He MOAIYCKATh ero K ce0e CIUIIKOM OTM3KO.

Topak ocTaHOBWJICS U, CXKaB KyJaKH, BHIABUII U3 ceOst:

— MHe HyXHO OrOBOPUTH C TOOOM.

— Hy Tak roBopu, — kuBHys1 Pun-Kequns, He nogHuMas ras.

Topak cyaopOkKHO CIJIOTHYJ U IPOOOPMOTAJT JOBOJBHO HEBHATHO:

— Noxwuparemu dymr... DTo OHM HACHUIAIOT OONIe3Hb! A MHE camoil CyabOOi BEJIEHO C HUMU
cpaxarbes. U s1 Oyay cpaxarbesi ¢ HUMU !

®un-KenuHH MoTYa M3yvaa TeMHO-XKEJITHIH KaMeHb pa3MepoM C ero KyJak. 1o 0buto Mop-
ckoe Aitno: penkas Beurs B Jlecy. [1nems BopoHa ucrionb30Basio 11s1 U3rOTOBJIEHUS OPYXKHSI B OCHOB-
HOM CJTIOTY, pOT WJIA KOCTh, IOTOMY YTO KpeMeHb — Ja elnie B Buge Mopckoro Siiia — MOXHO ObLUIO
HaWTH TOJILKO Ha MOOEpekbe, I7Ie MOPCKHUE TleMeHa OOMEHMBAIM €r0 Ha POT U IIKYPKH JIOCOCS.

Topak B OTYasHUM CMOTpEJT Ha MOJTYABILIETO BOXKIS, HO BCE ke MOMpOoOOBal HAUaTh emie pas:

— 4 nomxen octaHOBUTH UX! $1 MOMKEH MOMIOKUTH STOMY KOHell!

— Kak? — cnokoitno cripocun ®@un-Kenunn. — Thl ke He 3Haelllb, rae oHU. Ml HUKTO U3 Hac He
3HaeT. — OTHUM U3 TSIKENIBIX KaMHel, TOYHO MOJIOTKOM, OH MpocTydai Bce Mopckoe SIitio, 4ToOs!
yOeIUThCs, YTO B KPEMHE HET TPEIHH.

¥V Topaka HEBOJIBHO BBICTYIIMJIN Ha I71a3ax CJIE3bl, ¥ OH MOCIIEIIHO CTPSIXHYJ UX C PECHULL: 3TOT
OCTOPOXHBIH CTYK KaMHsI O KAMEHb BBI3BAJI B €0 AyIlie 00Je3HeHHble BocrIoMUHaHuUs1. OH BBIPOC MO/
9TU 3BYKHU — OTEI] YacTO KOJION KPpeMeHb Y KOCTPa, — M OHU Ka3aJIMCh €My BOILIOIIEHUEM Oe30MacHO-
CTH. AX, KaK OH ormoacs!

— Penn ckazana MHe, — Ha4asI OH, — YTO KOIJIa-TO JABHO CIOA yKe MPUXOAMIa Takast O0e3Hb.
U torga ee ymenu yieunthb. Tak, MOXET OBITb. . .

— VIMeHHO 3TO §1 BCIO HOYb U MBITAICS BBISICHUTD, — CKa3asl PuH-KeauHH. — XoaaT ciiyxu, 4Tto
OZIUH U3 KOJIIyHOB, kMBYIIMX B camoM Cepnue Jleca, 3HaeT, Kak UCLEIUTb TAKON HEAIYT.

— I'me ke ero Haiitu? — Bckpuaan Topak. — W kak pa3moOBITh 3TO CpecTBO?

®uH-KeauHH OO1H pa3 CUIIBHO U PE3KO0 YIapyJl [0 KPEMHIO, U Y «SIiIa» POBHEHBKO OTKOJIONACh
camasi BepxyIka. BHyTpu Mopckoe fAiio 0bU10 TEeMHO-STHTApPHBIM C KPACHOBATBHIMU MPOXKUIKAMHU.

— He cnennm, — ckazain Boxap. — Cniepsa nomymaii. Heteprienne He noenet tedst 10 1o0pa.
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Topak NOCIyIIHO 3aMOJTYal U Cel Ha 3eMITI0, TepeOsi TPAaBUHKY.

MasieHbkuM MOJIOTOUYKOM M3 pora PuH-KenHH O0CTOpOXKHO, TIIATEIbHO PACCUMTHIBAS CUITY
yZapa, OTKaJbIBaJl OT KPEMHS OCTpble KYCOUKHU OIpPEEeSIEHHOrO pa3Mepa 1 TOJIIKHBI.

«Tyk! Tyk!» — HETOPOIIMBO MPUrOBapUBaJl MOJIOTOK, CJIOBHO Ipu3biBas Topaka MposiBUTH
TEepIEHUE.

Haxonen ®un-Keauns 3arosopuir:

— Houslo Ha s1o1ke K Ham MPUILIBUIA JKEHIIUHA U3 TUleMeHH Boiiphl. Y HUX TaMm 1Boe 3a0071eB-
IITHX.

Topak moxonoze:n. [Tnemst Beigpsl oOuTano qaneko Ha BOCTOKe, Ha Oepery o3epa Tomopa.

— 3HauWT, OHA yXke Be3ZIe... — MPoOOpMOTal OH. — M1 MHe HaJo MOCKopee OTHICKATh I0POTy K
tomy konayHy B Cepaue Jleca! Ecnu elie ocranach XOTh Kakasi-To HaIexKaa. . .

®uH-KerHH B3JOXHYII.

— A Koro ele Thl MOXelb nocnarb? — crpocun Topak, ynTas Ha JMUE BOXKAS COMHEHHE. —
Tol HykeH 31ech. CaeyHH CIMILKOM cTapa AJis TaKoro myTeuiecTBus. Bee ocrasbHble ToXKe 3aHATHI:
HYKHO YXaXKHBAaTh 32 OOJIbHBIMU, OXOTHTHCS, JIOBUTH JIOCOCH. . .

®un-KenuHH BBIOpan pesel] U3 OJICHbErO pora MpUMEpPHO B MaJiel] JUIMHOM W HeCKOJIbKUMHU
JIETKUMU IBMKEHUSIMU 3aTOUYMJI OfIMH U3 OCKOJIKOB KPEMHSI.

— Ilnemena, oOuTaoIIMe B JECHOH Yallle, HAIMMU JeJIaMH M0YTH He uHTepecyloTcs. [louemy
THI PEIIWJI, YTO OHU 3aXOTAT HaM ITOMOYb ?

— A 370 ellie 0JHa IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOU MOUTH Ty/a JOIKeH UMeHHO ! — 3aropesncs Topak. —
Mos matb popom u3 mwiemenu braroponHoro Onensi! Tak 4to s UM Bce-Taku POACTBEHHUK, OHU
JOJDKHBI OyTyT MEHS BBICITYIIIATH !

[IpaBna, marepu cBoeil Topak He 3Hasl: OHA yMmepia, €Ba OH yCIeJ IOSIBUThCS Ha CBET, a
MOTOMY 0COOOI YBEPEHHOCTH B COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBAaX CElYac He MCIBITHIBAIL.

Jluo ®un-KenuHHa crierka AporHyso U CHOBAa OKaMEHeJIO; B3SB B PyKU OyAyIyI0 PYKOSITh
HOXa — KYyCOK OepIIOBOM KOCTH CEBEPHOI'0 OJIEHS C 3apaHee MPOJIETIaHHOW B HEH IIeNIblo, — OH OOMaK-
HYJI 3aTOYEHHBII1 OCKOJIOK KPEMHS B COCHOBYIO CMOJIYy ¥ BOTKHYJI €0 B ITPOPE3b.

— A Tebe He PUXOIUIIO B TOJOBY, — CKa3all OH, — uto [oxuparenu [y iMEeHHO 3TOro u 100u-
Batotcs? — Ero cuHue mia3a Tak pOH3UTENILHO CBEPKHYJIM, YTO TOpak He BblIEpXKas U MOTYNUICA. —
[Tporoi 3uMoii, oCiie TBOETO CPAKEHUS C 3aKOJI0OBAHHBIM ME/IBEJEM, 51 3aIIPETUII BCEM FOBOPUTH
00 3TOM cllyyae ¢ uyxkakamu. Bripouem, Tebe 3T0 U3BECTHO.

Topak KMBHYIL

— U Teniepb eMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKET ObITh M3BecTHO [lokuparensm [y, — 3TO TO, YTO KTO-
TO U3 JIECHBIX JKUTeJel 0Onasaet BonmeOHoH cunoid. Ho onu He 3natom, kmo umenro. — Pun-Kequna
nomomuai. — OHU He 3HaIoT, KTO 3T0, Topak! Kak He 3HaIOT 1 TOro, KakoBa npupojaa 3tor cuibl. U
HUKTO U3 HAaC HE 3HaeT.

Topak 3araun npixanve. PuH-KeaquHH 5XOM MOBTOPWUJI CJIOBA €I0 YMUPAIOILETO OTLIA:

— «[lepxwuck ot mozaei noganeiie, Topak! Eciay oHM y3HAIOT, HA UTO THI CIIOCOOEH.. . . »

A na YTO oH cniocoben? Hekotopoe BpeMsi OH ObLT yBEPEH, UTO OTEI] MMEJT B BUJTY €r0 CII0CO0-
HOCTb pasroBapuBaTh no-Bonusd. Ho u3 cinoB ®un-KeanHHa cienosao, 4yTo 3To ellle Jajieko He BCe.

— Haxe cama 3ta 00JNe3Hb, — MPOJOKAT MEK TEM BOXK/b IJIeMeHd BopoHa, — MOXKeT ObITh
MPOCTO JIOBYIIKOM, CIIOCOOOM BBIMAHHUTH TeOs1, 3aCTABUTh PACKPHITHCSI.

— Ho naxe eciu 310 U Tak, 4TO -TO MOTY C TUM NOJENaTh? — TOPECTHO BOCKJIMKHYN Topak. —
S nomxen nomoub Ocnaky! He Mory BuneThb, kak OoH cTpajaaer!

Cypooe jiuio PuH-KenuHHa cMSIrumioch.

— Ia, s nonnmaio. MHe 3To TOXe HEBBIHOCHMO TSIKEJIO.

O6a Hagonro 3amomyany. PuH-KeJuHH OTKOJION U 3aTOYMII ellle HECKOJIBKO TOHKHX IUIACTH-
HOK KpeMHS, a Topak 3alyMulBO cMOTpeJI 3a peky. CoHLEe NOAHSIIOCH yke BBICOKO, U BOJA OC/IEIH-
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TeJIbHO cBepKasia. [Ipunypusinuck, Topak 3ameTi Ha ToM Oepery 1aruio, 3aTeM 00paTiil BHUMaHUe
Ha BOPOHA, MOIOMPABIIIETrocs K BSJMBIICHCS Ha CTOMKAX JIOCOCHHE.

Mex 1y TeM HOX ObLT yXke TOTOB: TPUMEPHO B JIOKOTb JJIMHOM, BECh MOKPBITHIN OCTPHIMU 3y0-
[[aMH{, YeM-TO HallOMHHABIIMMHU 3yObl pocomaxu. PuH-KeanHH 06MOoTan pyKoOsITh CHIIBHO PACILTIO-
IIIEHHBIM ¥ CTaBIIMM COBCEM MSTKMM COCHOBBIM KOPHEM, 4TOOBI pyKe ObUIO NIpUsITHEE U yIoOHee
JepKaTb OpyKHe, U YIOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aMETHII:

— Hy Bot! A Teneppb nokaxu-ka MHE TBO HOX.

Topak HaxMypuICS:

—Yro?

— To1 ke cpbiman. [Tokaxu MHE TBOU HOXK.

O3a1aueHHbIN 3TOW CTpaHHON NPock0Ooi, TOpak BHITAIIMII U3 HOKEH OTLIOBCKUIN HOX U TMPO-
TSHYJI €T0 BOKIIO.

ITOT HOXK OBUT OUEHb KPACHUB: JIe3BHE U3 TOIy0ol CITIOBI MMeJIo (popMy BBITSHYTOTO JIUCTKA,
a PYKOsITh, CIIETIAHHYIO U3 OJIEHBETO pora, OTerl 0OMOTa ISl yI0OCTBa JIOCMHBIMHU kuiamu. T1o cro-
BaM OTI[a, Tomy0oe Jie3Bre Cenan Mactep U3 rieMeHn TioNieHsl, K KOTOpOMY IpUHaJIekana MaTh
oTua. JTO OHa NojiapujIa HOX OTIy Topaka, Korja TOT JOCTUT BO3PAcTa HACTOSIILIEr0 MYKUMHBI; & YK
PYKOSITH OH cleJiasl cam, 1o cBoemy BKycy. Ilepen cmeptbio oH otaan cBoit HOX Topaky, u Topak
OYEeHb UM TOPAUJICS.

Ho ®un-KenunH, noBepreB OTIOBCKUI HOX B pyKax, OKayaJl rOJIOBOM:

— CnummkoM Tsiken asis TeOsi. DTo HOXK KOJNIyHa, U ClieNlaH OH JIIsl TPOBEJEHUST MarnuecKix
o0psinoB. — OH BepHy HOX Topaky, momonJan u npudaBmwl: — Bripouem, oH Bceraa CIUIIKOM Jier-
KOMBICJIEHHO OTHOCHJICSI K TIONOOHBIM BEIIaM.

Topaky crpamHo xotenoch, 4toObl PuH-KenunH ckazan eme yTo-HUOYO» 00 OTIE, HO OH
Oonblie He MpudaBmIl HU ciioBa. Kputndyeckn ocMoTpeB cBo HOBBIM HOX, PuH-KenuHH mpoBe 1o
JIe3BUIO YKa3aTeJIbHBIM MaJiblieM, TIPOBEPSIsl €0 OCTPOTY U OalaHCMPOBKY. Hok ObUT OTJIMYHBIN.

ITpocro 3amevaresbHbINA HOX !

Bos1b TOIOPOCHIT HOXK, JIOBKO TIOMMAJI €ro 3a Jie3Bhe U MpOoTsHyT Topaky:

— Bospmu. 1 ero ans tebs genan.

[NoTpsicennslii 1o rryOouHbI Aymd, Topak He cpa3y pemuics MPUHSATH CTOMb LIEHHBIN MOIAPOK.

Ho ®un-KennuHua oqHUM IBUKEHHUEM PYKU OCTAaHOBUJI IMTOTOK €r0 OJ1aroJapcTBEHHBIX U3JUSHUM
Y BCTaJl, TSKEJIO ONUPAsiCh Ha MOCOX.

— OTHbIHE, — CKa3aJl OH CYypOBO, — MpsYb MOJAJIbIIE OTLHOBCKUI HOX, /1a U MaTEPUH POKOK C
OXpo¥ Toxke. A eci TeOs1 KTO-HUOYIb CIIPOCUT O POIUTEIISIX, HIYEr0 HUKOMY O HUX HE PACCKa3bIBail.

— Ho g He nmoHnMar. .. — Hayas Obw1o Topak u ymonk, motomy yro ®uH-KeaunH, He cymas
ero, BAPYI YCTaBWJICS Ha PEKY M 3aMep KaK BKOTIAHHBIM.

Topak mpUKpbLT I1a3a PyKOH OT COJHIIA, HO OHO BCE PAaBHO CJIEMIJIO TaK, YTO BUIHO OBLIO
i0xo0. Topak pasrisaen Hario Ha ToM Oepery 1 Kakoe-To OpeBHO, IJIBIBYIIEe N0 CaMOM CepeivHe
PEKU BHM3, K [IOPOram.

B narepe BApYr NpOH3UTENBHO 3aKpUyYajia Kakasg-TO KEHIIMHA: €€ 5KYTKUI BOIUIb 3aryTyLIuI
Jaxe rpoxoT noporoB. Topak 1Moxosozen oT yxaca.

OT cTOsAIHKHM 110 Tpore OekaTu MyKYUHBI M KEHIIUHBI.

VY Topaka nepexBaTujIO AbIXaHUE.

370 BOBCE HE OPEBHO ILIBLIO MO PeKe K MOPOraM.

It0 61 OcCnak.
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I'nmaBa 6

Ocnak He octaBu ce0e MmyTel K oTcTyIuieHnto. OH neperpsi3 CBS3bIBABIINE €0 PEMHH, He3a-
METHO BBICKOJIB3HYJI U3 OXPAHSIEMOro KUIUINA AJ1s1 O0bHBIX, B30Opasicst Ha CtopoxeByio Ckaiy u
OpocuJics C Hee B PeKy.

Ckopee Bcero, OH ymep cpasy, yIapuBILIUCh O Boy. Bo BesskoM ciydae, Topak oueHb Ha 3TO
Hagesuics. Jlaxe a1yMaTh He XOTeJIoCh 0 ToM, uTo Ociak, BO3MOKHO, OYJIET elle KB, KOra JOCTUTHET
MIOPOTOB.

Ha croitouie napuna meptBas TuimHa. Jlaxe BeqHa yMorskiia U cTosijia, 3aCThiB Kak U3Basi-
HUE, KOrJja MyKUMHBI IPOHECIM MUMO Hee Ha HOcuiiKax Tesio Ocnaka. HocuiblMKy crapaiuch He
KacarbCsl MEPTBOTO pyKaMH, KOO 3TO MOIJIO pacCepIuTh €ro AYIIH, KOTOpble BCE ellle HAXOAUIHCH
MOOJIM30CTH, 2 PUCKOBATh MOJOOHBIM 00Pa30M OBLIO OMACHO.

Koraa Hocwiiku omyctuiy Ha 3emumio Bosjie skuuina Ociaka, kKoiagyHbss CaeyHH TYT ke cella
PSIOM Y, HaJeB Ha MaJiell CelUaIbHbI KOXKaHbI HANEpCTOK, HaHeC/Ia KPacHOM OXpOM Ha Teso
nokoriHoro Metku CMepTy — OHU JIOJKHBI ObLIM TIOMOYb €ro JIyIiaM OCTaThCsl BMECTE BO BpeMs
nyTeniectBusl B ViHOi Mup. A motoM coryieMeHHUKH oTHecyT Tesio Ocnaka B Jlec u nocrapaiorcs
CcliesIaTh 3TO KaK MOKHO ObICTpee, YTOObI He MCKYIIATh €ro AyIIH cOONa3HOM OCTaThCsl CPEAN JKUBBIX.

®uH-KeuHH CTOSIT 4y Th B CTOPOHE, U JIMLIO €r0 KA3aJI0Ch BHICEUEHHBIM U3 rpaHuTa. OH HUKaK
He MPOsIBUJI CBOETO Topsi, KOrja BeJies yABOUTh Ha/130p 3a bepoil, BeiHecTr u3 kumina Ocaka Bce
€ro uMyIecTso u O6pocutsb B koctep. Ho Topak BuzeN, Kak HEJlErko eMy AaeTcsl 3TO BHEIIHEe CIo-
KoiictBre. Benb UMEHHO OH, BOXIb MieMeHH, oodemnan Ocnaky oOecreunTh ero Oe3omacHocTb. U
Terepb, KOHEUHO K€, CTAHET Ka3HUTh ceOsl 3a TO, YTO MY 3TO HE YIaJIOCh.

Buna — crpaminoe 6pems.

Topak Toke 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK OHa KAMHEM JIerJla Ha €ro JyIiy.

Her, xBarut Ge3neiictBoBars! Korna miems: Bopona ornpasurcs B Jlec npoBoxars Ocnaka B
NoCJieJHUM Iy Thb, OH, Topak, OcTaHeTcsl 3/1eCh — OH Be/lb HE YJIEH IUIEeMEHH — U IOy YUT BO3MOKHOCTb
YIATH He3aMeUeHHBIM. A TIOTOM NoMnbITaeTcss NpoHUKHYTh B Cepatie Jleca 1 oThICKaTh CPeACTBO, CHO-
COOHOE UCHENATh OT ITOU MPOKJIATON OOJIE3HU.

Ho criepBa HeoOx0AMMO ellie KOe-uTo Ciesarh.
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T'oTOBSICH K MOXOPOHAM, KEHITMHBI TPUHECIU [JIMHY Ui HAHECEHUs 0COObIX MeTOoK. M moka
Bce ObLIM 3aHATHI, TOpak 0cTOpokHO podpascs K mogHoxuio CtopoxkeBoit Ckansl. Eciu ero mono-
3peHUsI CIIPaBEIUBBI, €CJIM CYIIECTBO C JIMIIOM M3 JIMCTHEB UMEET KaKoe-TO OTHOIIIEHHE K CMEPTH
Ocnaka, To OHO, BO3MOXHO, OCTaBUJIO CJIE]IbL.

OoparmerHas k peke ctopoHa CtopoxkeBoit Ckalibl OblTa TIOYTH OTBECHOM, 3aTO C MTPOTHBO-
TMOJIO’KHOM, BOCTOYHOM, cTopoHbl CKajla HaoOMUHAJA MPOCTO JOBOJILHO KPYTOUM XOJIM. 3[1ECh B30-
OpaTrbCsl HaBepX MOKHO OBbLIO Oe3 0cOO0ro Tpya, 0COOEHHO eC/TU COOMOIATh N3BECTHYIO OCTOPOK-
HOCTb. 3eMJisl Y IOQHOXH 1 OblTa yTpaMOOBaHa MHOKECTBOM HOT', KaK M TPOIIa, BeAyIasi Ha BEPIIMHY
110 BOCTOUHOMY CKJIOHY. M Bce ke, XOpOIIEHbKO MPHUIIISAEBIINCH, KOe-KaKhe Clie[bl Ha YTONTaHHOM
3emsie Topak pazoOparh cymer.

Cpenu HUX OBUIM M OTTIEYATKH HOT CyXOHBbKOWM CaeyHH, BUepa MOJAHUMABIIIEICS Ha BEpILIUHY,
U clieqpl coOAubKX JIar, MONepeK KOTOPHIX BUAHEUCh OTYETIMBBIE TPEXMaible ITUYbH «TaTOUKU»:
cobaka Oexasa HaBepX, a BOPOH JIpa3HuI ee. M moBepx BCEro 3Toro BUIHEMCh OTIIEYaTKH HOT KPYII-
HOT'O MYKYMHBI — HO TOJIBKO €T0 MaJiblieB U MAToK. Ociak, BUAMMO, TOPOITUIICS 1 B30MpaJcs Ha Bep-
mHy Ckasisl 6erom.

¥V Topaka nepexBaTuiio AbIXaHUE, HO OH MOCTapaJics MPOIJIOTUTh 3aCTPSIBLIMIA B TOpJie TOPbKUIA
KOMOK: HUYEro, IOTOM Oy/ielllb ropeBaTh, KOrjaa B MyTh BHIICIID!

OHn menuieHHo nowen no ciaegaM Ociaka Ha BEPLIMHY CKaJIbl.

Ha 6ery uz-nox Hor Ocjiaka Bo Bce CTOPOHBI pa3yieTaIuch KaMellki 1 MOX. B ofHOM MecTe OH,
BU/IMMO, TTOCKOJIB3HYJICS, YTl U CUJIbHO YAAPWIICS: Ha 3eMJIe BUTHEHUCh KarelbKy KPOBH. A TIOTOM
CHOBa OpocuJics Oexarh.

«Jla yx, 6exan oH co Bcex Hor, — qyman Topak. — CJIOBHO 32 HUM THAJHCh BCE 3JIbIE JAyXU
WNuoro Mupa!»

Ha Bepmmne ckanbsl Topak HakoHell Hamien TO, 4TO Tak Oosiics yBuaeTh. HoBble crefbl.
Marnenbkue 1 efiBa 3aMmeTHble. Ho ObIJIO COBEPILIEHHO SICHO: TOT, KTO OCTaBWII 9TU ClIeIbl, OeXaTh 1
He gyMat. OH CTOsUT COBEPIIEHHO HEeTIOABKHO TMOYTH Y CaMOTo Kpasi 00pbIBa U cMoTpel, Kak Ociak
MIPbITaeT BHU3, HABCTPEUY CMEPTH.

CTyIHU HEBEIOMOTO CYIIecTBa ObUIM He OOJIbIIEe, YeM Yy peOeHKa JIeT BOChMU-/ICBATH.

Ho 3akaHuMBasIiCh OHU OCTPHIMU KOTTSIMHU.

%k % %

[nems yxe roroBusiock k otnpaske B Jlec, korga Topak passickait PeHH. YcTpouBimch Bo3je
OOJIBIIIOTO KOCTPa, OHA pacTUpala B CTYIKE OXpY AJIs IPEICTOSAIIEro MOXOPOHHOTO 00psija.

Ha nurie y Hee peyHO# ITMHOM ObLIIM HAHECEHBI TIOJIOCKH — 3HAK Tpaypa y rieMeHn BopoHa, —
HO TTOJIOCKH YK€ YCIeIM PacIIbIThCS: ClIe3bl MPOPBUTH B IMHe Oopo3aku. Hukoraa paneiie Topak
He BHJeN, 4ToObl PeHH miakana. 3aMeTuB ero, oHa MPUHSLIACH CTAPATEIbHO MOPraTh, CTPSIXHUBAs C
PECHHUI] CIIe3bl.

— PenH, — ckazaj oH, NpUCAXUBASCh BO3JIE HEe HA KOPTOUKH U CTapasiCh TOBOPUTh KaK MOXKHO
THIIIE, YTOOBI HUKTO UX HE YCJIBIIIAI, — s XO4y KOe-uTo pacckasath TeOe. [lesio B Tom, uto Koraa s
noaHsuicst Ha CropoxkeBylo Ckainy. ..

— A 4ro Thl TaM fienan?

— 4l Hamen tam criepl.

CaeyHH OKJIMKHYJIa PEHH ¢ IPOTUBOIION0OKHOTO KOHIIA TOJISTHBI:

— Wpnem, Penn! Tlopa!

— 371ech ecTb KTO-TO uy»koi! — TBepao 3asBui Topak. — U s ero Bunen!

W cHoBa kongyHps nossana PeHH.
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— Topak, s nomxna uatu! — CcplnaB OXpy B MEIIOYEK W CYHYB €ro B CYMKY C IeJeOHbBIMU
TpaBamu, PeHH Bckounia. — Ml Hefonro. Pacckaxerib MHe Bee, Korja s1 BepHych, xopouio? U criesipl
MOKAKEIIb.

Topak KuBHYJI, cTapasich He BCTpevarhbcs ¢ Hel B3mIsiIoM. Ero Benib yxe He Oyler 371ech, Koraa
OHa BepHercsi! A cka3aTb €H, YTO YXOIUT, OH HE MOT, [IOTOMY YTO OHA, KOHEYHO €, MOMbITAeTCs
OCTaHOBHTBH €TI0 WU MIOTPeOyeT B3ATh €€ C COOOM. A 3TOro HU B KOEM Clly4yae Helb3s1 I0MmyCTuTh. Ecm
®uH-KeMHH MpaB ¥ CyHIECTBYET BO3MOKHOCTb TOro, uto [loxuparenu [yl neltalorcs 3aMaHUTh
ero, Topaka, B JIOBYIIIKY, TO Y KM3HbIO PEHH OH puUCKOBaTh HUKAK He HamepeH. BripoueM, u cBoeit
COOCTBEHHOM TOXe.

— MHe oYeHb XaJlb, YTO TeOe HeJb3s C HaMU MOWTH, — cka3aia PeHH, u Ha nymie y Topaka
CTaJIo elrle Xyke. 3aTeM oHa yoexaiia, YToObl 3aHATh MECTO BO IJ1aBe TUIEMEHH PSIIOM CO CBOMM JIsiien
dunH-KeanHHOM.

Topak cmotpesn, kak miems Bopona yxoaut B Jlec. OH 3HaJ1, 4TO criepBa OHM YHECYT TEJO
Ocnaka JI0OBOJIBHO JTAJIEKO OT CTOSIHKH, a TIOTOM Ha4HYT cTpouTh [TomocT CMepTH — HeOOIbIIoe BO3-
BBIIIIEHHE U3 CTBOJIOB M BETOK PSIOMHBI, — HA KOTOPBIA BO3JIOKAT TEJIO MOKOWHOTO TOJIOBOM MPOTHB
TeyeHus peku. U, monoOHo sococsm, pynm Ocliaka OTIPaBsTCs B CBOE MOC/EHEE CTPAHCTBHE BBEPX
110 peke, K Beicokum ['opam.

O06psn y [Tomocta CMepTy KOPOTOK; MOIPOIIABIIKMCH C TIOKOWMHBIM, TIJIeMsI OCTABUT €ro TeJio
B Jlecy, 4ToObI OHO CcTasIo MUIIel oduTateneit Jleca, KOTOpble Mpexkae, MPH KU3HU, CITYKUJIU MUIIEH
camomy Ocnaky. A yepe3 Tpu JyHHBIX Mecsilia BemHa coOeper ero KOcT ¥ OTHECeT UX Ha KJIaa0uIie
rieMeHu. Y B TeueHre naTy OMVDKalIMX JIeT HU OHa, HA KTO-JIMOO0 APYrod He CTaHyT MPOU3HOCUTD
ums Ociaka BCyX. DTOT 3aKOH COOMOAAETCsl OYeHb CTPOro — MHAYe Iyl YMEpILero MOryT HayaTh
BMEIIIMBAThCS B KU3Hb KUBBIX, & 3TO CYJIUT MHOKECTBO HETPUATHOCTEN.

Cros Ha nonsiHe, Topak cMoTpesn Beiiesl IPOLIECCHH, TIOKa TOCJIEIHUI YeJIOBEK U3 IJIEMEHU
Bopona ne ucues B Jlecy. Ha crosiHke ocTaiich TOJBKO COOAKHM, CTOPOKHBIIKE YJIOB Jococst. UyB-
CTBy# ce0s1 Oe3MepHO OIMHOKKMM, Topak Opocuyicst coOMpaTh MOKUTKH.

B cBoii sierkuii meTeHslil paHel; OH CyHyJ HeOOJIBIION HOBBIN OypIIOK [UIsi TPUTOTOBJICHUS
MWLM, MEIIOUEeK C IeeOHBIMU CHAI0O0bSIMHU, TPYTHHMILY, PHIOOTOBHBIE KPIOYKH, OTIIOBCKHN HOX,
3aBEPHYTHIN B KYCOK CBIPOMSITHOM KOXH, U MAaTEPUH POXKOK C OXPOW; OT/IEJIBHO MOJNIOKMII YK, KOJTYaH
CO CTpeJlaMy U CKaTaHHbIN CIIAJIBHBIN MEIIOK;; 32 MOsIC CYHYJT HeOOJIbIIoN 0a3aibToBBIN TONOpUK. OH
cTapaJicsi He BCTIOMMHATh O TOM JHE, KOT/a MPOIILJION OCEHBIO BOT TaK XKe CIEITHO COOUpat MOKUTKH,
a psAIOM YMUPAJ €ro OTell. . .

Topak CTUCHYJ B pyKe pPyKOsITb HOBOTO HOXa, rnogapeHHoro emy ®uH-KeguHHOM. DTOT HOXK
IENCTBUTENTLHO ObLI JIerde v ynoOHeH it Hero, 4YeM OTLIOBCKME, HO HY OIMH HOX Ha CBETE HUKOTAA
HE CyMeeT 3aMeHHTh OeCICHHBIH Aap OTIaA. . .

«HE CMEU IYMATDB OB 9TOM! — npukasan ol cede. — Ceifuac caMoe ITaBHOE — IIOCKOpee
yOpatbcsi 0TCIoa OJIAJIbIIe, TIOKA OHU He BEPHYJIMCh, 1 HA STOT pa3 He 3a0bITh PUXBATUTD C COOOM
XOTs1 ObI HEOOJIBIIION 3amac ebl».

[Tocne Toro, uro ciyumnock ¢ OcnakoM, OH BUIETh HE MOT JIOCOCUHY: HU KOITYEHYIO, HU
BSJICHYIO B BUJIE CyXUX JIETelIeK, CIOOPEHHBIX ST0oAaMHi MOXJKEBEJIbHUKA. BMecTo phiObl OH B3ST
HECKOJIbKO JIOMTHUKOB BSUIGHOW JIOCSTUHBI U3 TOW CBS3KM, UTO BHcesa B kuiuine Tysia. Itoro emy
JOJDKHO XBaTUTh HA T€ HECKOJIBKO JHEH, KOTOpBIe MOTPeOyIoTcs, uToOkl Jo0pathes no Cepana Jleca.

Ho ckonbko greit 3aiiveT 1ot myTh? Tpu? Ilate? Topak He 3Han. OH HUKOTAA Jake OIMU3KO
K 9TUM MeCTaM He MOAXOIMJI U 32 BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb BUEN TOJIBKO JBYX OOMTaTesel JIeCHO Jallu:
MOJTYQJIMBYIO KEHINMHY U3 1ieMenu biiaropogHoro OsieHsi ¢ KpacHO# MOJIOCKOU B BOJIOCax, CaeJaH-
HOM «KPOBBIO 36MJIN», U TY AEBYIIIKY C TUKMMH IIa3aMU U3 TieMeHn 3yOpa, yeper KOTOpoi ObLT Tak
YPOITUBO OOJIETUIeH KeIToN IMHOW. Hu Ta HU ipyras He MpOsIBWIIM K HEMY HH MaJleHIlero uHTe-
peca, U, HeCMOTPS Ha TO YTO OH Toraa ckazasl ®uH-KenquHHy o cBoem poactse ¢ riemeHem biaro-
ponHoro OneHs, Ha TeIUIbIA IIPUEM B 3TOM IIJIEMEHU OH BOBCE HE PACCUMTHIBAJL.
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Korna oH mpoxonui MUMO 5KHIIMITA BOXKS, €70 CIOBHO YAAPHIIO: BEIb OH, BOBMOKHO, HABCET1a
nokuaaet remsi Bopona!

«Cnepsa Thl oTepsi1 oTia, norom Bonka. Teneps BoT Ocnaka, u Pun-Kenunna, u Penx...»

B xwunuine 6bi10 TeMHO. Yroi, 3anumaeMbiii PuH-KennHHOM, Tenepb ObLT IyCT W aKKYPaTHO
npudpaH, a BOT B YIojke, IJe Kuia PeHH, Hapuia CTpaiHelii OECHOpSAOK: €€ CMAbHBIA MEIIOK
ObLT CKOMKaH M BECh YCHIIIaH CTPEJaMH, KOTOpbIe OHA HE yCIeNa 3aKOHUYMTh. .. PEHH, KOHEYHO Xe,
CTpAIIHO Pa303JIUTCs, IOTOMY UTO OH yIen 6e3 Hee. Ho morpomarscsi ¢ Hell OH HUKaK He MOT.

U 1yt eMy nipuiiuia B rojioBy yaadHasi MbIciib. OH BbIOEKaJl HApYKy, OTBICKAJI TUIOCKUIA OeJTbIit
KaMelleK, MOTOM cpe3all ¢ OMKaNIIero Bsiza MOJOCKY KOpPbI, IPEIBAPUTEILHO IPOOOPMOTAB CIIOBA
OMarolapHOCTH yXy JepeBa, W TIIATEIbHO pa3keBaj KOpy. BHIIUTIOHYB KpacHOBATYIO KallIMIy Ha
JIaJJOHb, OH HApUCOBAJI Ha KaMEUIKe CBOI IJIEMEHHOH 3HAK: [BE€ MPEPbIBUCTHIC JIMHUM, TOYHO [IBE
LIETMOYKH BOTYBMX CJIEJIOB; OHA U3 JIMHUI NOCPEAMHE Ka3ajach Pa30pBaHHOM, HO 3TOT MPOITYCK HE
ObLT YacThIO 3HaKa — Tak Topak XoTesn n300pa3uTh MaJeHbKHI IIpaM y cedst Ha IieKe, 4ToOsl PeHH
cpa3sy Aorajianach, KTO 3TO pUCOBAJL.

3aKOHUUB «II0CIaHue», Topak Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep, YCTaBUBILMCh HA CBOM PYKU, KpacHble
OT coka Bs3a. [Iponuioll oceHblo OH TOUHO TaK ke mepenadkaics, korga Jasajn Bonky UMS. Ou
TOI/Ia U BOJTUOHKY JIallbl COKOM M3Mas3all, a IOTOM IIPOCTO B OTYasIHUE MPULIES], KOT/ia 3TOT AypavyoK
MIPUHSLICS COK CJIM3BIBAT. . .

— He nymaii o Bosnke! — Bo Bech rojioc BBIKpUKHYJ OH. — H1 0 KOM U3 HUX He qymait!

[Tycras crosiHKa OTBETWJIa €My HaCMELUIMBBIM MomyaHueM. «Yto xk, Topak, Teneps Thl cam
1o cebe».

OH TOPOMIMBO CyHYI OB KaMellleK MoJ CIIajibHbIN Melok PeHH 1 BHIOpasicsl Ha COJTHIIE.

Jlec ObUI IMOJIOH ITHYLETO FOMOHA U A0 0oy rpekpaced. Ho Topaka 3To coBepitieHHO He pajio-
BaJIo.

3aKMHYB 3a IUIEYO JIyK, OH PELIMTENIbHO MOBEPHYJ Ha BOCTOK, TY[a, IJIe HAXOAUJIOCh CaMoe
Cepnue Jleca.
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I'nasa 7

Tocka Oexana psaom ¢ BoikoM, TOUHO OIUH U3 HEBUAUMBIX COOPAThEB IO CTae.

OH crpamHo Tockosa 1o bonbmomy becxsocromy. EMy oueHb X0T€10Ch BHOBb YBUJIETH €10
CTPaHHYI0, JIMILIEHHYIO IIEPCTU MOPAY, YC/bIILIATh €T0 CMEIIHOM, MO-1EHSYbH HEPOBHBIN BOW U 3TU
CTpaHHBIE 3BYKM, IOXOKHE Ha JIail WM MIOBU3IMBAaHUE, KOTOPBIE OH U3JAET, KOIAa CMEETCH. ..

Msoro pa3 Bonk orGerasn nofajbliie OT CTau U BbUI, pu3biBasi bonbioro bBpara. Muoro pas
Oeras 1o Kpyry, He 3Hasl, KaKk MOCTYIIUTb, U Pa3pbiBasich Mex1y 30BoM ['opbl 1 30BoM Bosbliioro
bpara.

Jpyrux BOJIKOB — BOJIKOB U3 €r0 HOBOM CTau — CTPAILHO YAMUBIISUIO MOJOOHOE MOBEJICHUE.

«Ho Benp Tenepp y 1€0s1 ecTh Mbl! — rOBOpHIM OHU. — M, KpoMe TOro, Thl €lle Tak MoJoa!
Tebe cTosbKOMY IIpeICTOUT YUuTbes! Thl Jake OXOTUTHCS Ha KPYIHYIO JUYb elle He yMeelllb — pa3Be
CMOKEIb Thl IPOXKUTH B OAMHOUKY? OCTaHbcs ¢ HaMu !»

OnHu ObLM CUJIBHOH, APYKHOH CTaeil, 1 ObIBaJM BpeMeHa, Korja Boik aefcTBUTEeNbHO yB-
cTBOBaJI ce0s1 cyacTuBbIM Ha ['ope Bosnbiioro I'poma. OHM ycTpauBaiu Becesible Urpbl — HalIpUMep,
«TIOVMAaK-JIEMMUHTIa-B-CHETY» — WJIM INpbITaJId B 03€pa, paciyruBas yTok. M Bce-Taku 3TH BOJKHU
COBCEM HE MIOHMMAJIH €r0.

Bor 0 yem gyman Bonk, OexaBIIMii K BEpIIMHE CBOEro JIIOOMMOIO XOJIMa, Kyda JOJeTaau
3anaxu Jleca.

Ortciona 1o Jleca Hy)HO ObLIO OGeXaTh OYEHb-OUEHb JIOJITO, U BCE K€, CTOSI Ha BEPLLIMHE 3TOTO
xonma, Bosk Jierko ynaaBiavBasl M 3arax HOBOPOXKJIEHHOIO KO3JIEHKA, OT KOTOPOrO HACTbh y HETO
HAIlOJIHAJIACh CITIOHOM, U OCTPBIY apOMaT CMOJIbl, UICXOIUBIINI OT CJIOMaHHOW BETPOM eu. OH CJbl-
11171 HETOPOIUIMBOE YaBKaHbe KabaHa, BAJISBLIErOCs B OONOTIIE, U MPOH3UTEIBHBIN MUCK JIETEHbIIIA
BBIJPBI, CBAJIMBILETOCA ¢ BeTKU. O, Kak eMy XOTeJIoCh BHOBb OUYTUThCA B Jlecy, psaaom ¢ bonbiimm
Bparom!

Ho kak xe emy BepHyTbCA Tyaa?

Bonka ocranasiMBaiia He CTOJIBKO MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO ITPUJETCS MMOKUHYTh CTal0, CKOJIBKO CTpax
nepes bonpim I'pomom. Bosneioii I'pom HM 32 YTO HE O3BOJIMT MY YWUTH OTCIoAA!
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I'pom Mor HamacTh Ha HEro B JIIOOYI0 MUHYTY — JIake ceiluac, Korja HaBepXy BCe SICHO U TUXO
Y HE CJIBIIIHO €r0 THEBHOro JbixaHus. Bonbioit 'pom Mor, HacnaB Oypio, CpoBHsATH Jlec ¢ 3emuiei;
Mor Hacnath Ha Jlec Toro fApkoro 3Beps1, Kotopsiii Bonbro KycaeTcst 1 MrHOBEHHO 0OpaTuTh B Ipax
JepeBbsi, CKaJIbl M Jake BOIKOB. OH Obu1 Becemoryil. M 1o Bonk nmoHMMan oTIM4YHO: BeJb MIMEHHO
Bonbioit ['pom OTHST y Hero poauTenell U OpaTbeB, KOra OH ObLT eIlle COBCEM MaJIBIIIOM, YHHUTO-
’KUB BCIO CTal0.

OH Torna orouien ot JloroBa cCoBCeM UyTh-UyTh, HAa Pa3BeIKy, a Korna BepHyscs, JloroBa kak
He ObIBaso. M Bce BOJIKM — €ro Marh, OTell, OpaThsl, CECTPhI — JISKAJM B I'PSI3U MOKpBIE, XOJIOIHBIE
Y HenonBukHbIe. bonbimomy ['pomy naxke OIM3KO MOIXOAUTH HE MOHAIO0OUIIOCH, YTOOBI X YHHUTO-
®uth. OH TIpOCTO Mocan ¢ rop beictpyio Boxy, u oHa ¢ peBoM oOpymmiack Ha JIoroBo u Bcex yTo-
nua.

B te nuu Bosk uyBcTBOBasT ce0si CTPAITHO OOVMHOKMM M €My OYE€Hb-OUeHb XOTEJNIOCh €CTh. A
[I0TOM B €ro Xu3HU nosaswiics bosnbmon BecxBocroiil. OH nenuiics ¢ BojkoMm cBoelt 100bIYel, Mo3-
BOJISLT CBOPAUMBATHCS KITyOKOM y HEro Ha Ipy/H, KOTia OHH JIOKUJIUCH criaTh. OHM BMeCTe Meu BOJI-
YbU MECHU M UTPAJH IIKYPKaMH YOUTHIX 3BepiolieK. bonbinoit BecxBocThIil cTas ero 6parom.

W 6bl1 OH, KOHEYHO ke, HACTOSIIIAM BOJIKOM, 3TO JIIOOOM MOT MOYysATh, HO BCE-TAKHM BOJIKOM
HeoObIYHBIM. Ha rosioBe y Hero pocia JAMHHasi TeMHasi HIepCTh, 3aTO Ha BCEM OCTAJIBHOM TeJie 1ep-
cTU He OBUIO BOBCE; BMecTO miepct Ha Bonbimom Bpare Gonranack kKakas-To 4yepecuyp CBOOOIHAs
BTOpasi IIKypa — ¥ OH 3aIPOCTO MOT ee ¢ ce0s1 cHATh! Mopaa y Hero Obuia He BHITSHYTas, a IJI0CKas,
a ero )ajkue MaJleHbKUe 3yObl OKa3auch Oe3HanexkHo TynbiMu. Ho camoe ctpanHoe — y Bosnblioro
Bpara BooO1e He OblIo XBOCTa!

3aTo 1es ¥ TOBOPHJI OH, KaK HACTOSIINI BOJIK, XOTSI €My HUKOT/IA ¥ HE yIaBaJIOCh B3SITh BEpX-
HUe HOTHL. M 171a3a y Hero ObUTH BOJTYBH: CBETJIO-CEphIE, TIOHBIE 3aTACHHOTO CBETA. A YK B TOM, UTO
cepiie v Ayllia y Hero camble YTO HA Ha €CTh BOJTYbH, COMHEBATLCSI U BOBCE HE TPUXOIHIIOC.

N ceituac Bosk B ouepeqHON pa3 CTOsUI HA BEpIIMHE XOJIMa M YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro OMsiTh
OXBaThIBAaeT ropbKasi nevasib. OH MOAHSUT MOPAY ¥ TOCKJIMBO 3aBbLI.

Bapyr 4yTkuil HOC ero yJa0BWJI KaKOW-TO HE3HAKOMBIi 3ariax.

[Nax0 HE OXOTHUKOM M He JT0OBbIYeH, He IepeBbsIMU U He 3emJied, He buicTpoii Bomoit u He
BanyHamu. Her, 3anmax Obu1 rtoxoit! Ouens mioxoit! M Betep pa3HOCKII 3TOT OTBPATUTEbHBIN 3amax
o Bcemy Jlecy!

Bonk maxe 3ackymun ot 6ecriokoiictBa. Ero Bonbioit BecxBocthiii Bpar ceituac Tam, BHU3Y,
Y eMy IPO3UT HEBEIOMasi OIIACHOCTb !

Tenepb Bosnk TouHO 3Hau1, 4TO HY)HO jAenathb. [1ycts 3ToT Bonbimoii ['pom npuxogur 3a HuUM!
On 6orpie ero He 6outcs! Beap celiuac oH Tak HyxkeH becxBoctomy Bpary!

N Bosk npeikKamu MOHeCCs ¢ BEPIIMHBI TOPbl BHU3, K Jlecy.

k% %k

INoka on 6esxan, ThMa 1Ba pa3a cMeHsiia CBET, HO OH HU pa3y He M3MEHMIT CBOETO Kypca: XBOCT
aepsxai TouHo K ['opam, a Hoc — Tyna, rae [opsunii Apkuit [71a3 noxuTes cnats.

U no nisaram 3a Bonkowm, 1mienkast 3y0aMu, rHaJICS CTpax.

OH 6os171csl THEBA HE3HAKOMBIX BOJIKOB, Ybl0 TEPPUTOPHIO eMY IPUXOIMIIOCH IEpeCceKaTh; eCIIH
Obl OHM €ro MOMMaJHu, TO 3aIPOCTO MOIIIH ObI pa30pBaTh HAa KYCKH.

OH 6osi1cst THeBa Borbioro I'poma.

Ho 6omnbinie Bcero on 6osiicst 3a cBoero becxsocroro Bpara.

Bonk Bce Oekalt, v CTpalIHbIi 3armax CTaHOBHJICS crulbHee. Jla, KTo-To yxkacHbIi Hara Ha Jlec!

Be3 ycranm Bosik cHOBaJl cpesiv iepeBbeB, OTHICKMBAs CTau OecXBOCTHIX. OIHM U3 HUX MaXJIv
Ka0aHOM, JIpyrue — BBIIPOW, HO OH 3HAJI, UYTO HyKHAsl eMy CTasl IOJKHA MTaXHYTh BOPOHOM. Bosbioi
Bpar nprcoeanHUICs TOrIa IMEHHO K 3TOH CTae.
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W HakoHel eMy yzianoch ee OThICKaTh — Ha Oepery cBupenoii beictpoit Boapl.

Kak oH 1 0)xua, HUKTO Aaxe He 3aMETHJI, YTO OH PAIOM. DTO Obljla OHA U3 OYE€Hb CTPAHHBIX
BeIllei B MOBe/IeHNM OECXBOCTHIX. XOTsI BO MHOI'MX OTHOIIIEHHSIX OHM OY€Hb HATIOMUHAIN BOJKOB —
ObLIM YMHBI U XpaOpbl, TIOOWJIM MTOTOBOPUTD U MOUTPATh, CaMO3a0BEHHO JTIOOWIIN CBOIO CTal0, — HO
BoT 4yThsi COBCEM He umenu u ObUTH MOYTH ITyXuMU. Tak uto Bosnka HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI, XOTS OH
B nouckax bonbioro bpara cionsuics y camoro ux Jlorosa.

Ho naiitu ero He mor.

Bech mponuiblii AeHb e JoXAb, 1 MHOTHE 3araxy MPOCTO CMbLIO, HO, eciii Obl Bricokmit
BecxBocTblii ObUT TYT, BOJIK HETIpeMeHHO Obl €ro yuysi.

Brpyr noBesio 3HAKOMBIM 3aIIaXOM: BOKAK 3THX OECXBOCTHIX cujen Bosie fFpkoro 3Beps,
Koropeiit bonbHo Kycaercs, u psioM ¢ HUM Ha KOPTOYKAaX CHJEa Ta MOJOAEHbKash OecXBOCTast
camka, kotopyio bosbitioi bpat cuutai coeii cectpoil. OHa 4TO-TO FOBOpUJIA BOKAKY, CJIErKa MOBU3-
T'MBasi, KaK 3TO JIENAIOT BCe OECXBOCTHIE, M TOJIOC €€ 3ByYasl OJJHOBPEMEHHO CEPAUTO U MEYAIBHO.

Bonk moHsi: oHa Toxke Gecriokoutcsi o becxBoctom.

W npunsnics eme Oonee craparteibHO MCKaTh ero. Ho Haien iumib OoJbInoe MaTHO COBep-
IIEHHO TOJI0HM 3€MJIM, KOTOPOE IMaxJjio CBEXEH 30JI0i, U HECKOJIBKO CTPAaHHBIX MPSMBIX JI€PEBLEB, C
KOTOPBIX CBUCAJI0O MHOXECTBO pbiOMH. [lomenymB MUHYTKY, BOJNK MpOryOTHI HECKOJIBKO MITYK U
cHoBa O6pocuJics B Jlec Ha moucku BecxBocrtoro Bpara.

buith Moker, Bpar nomen Ha oxory? Ila, 3T0 BriosiHe Bo3MoxHO. W BpsiJ JIu OH ycrien YUTH
JaJIeKko — Belb Bce OECXBOCTBIE OETaloT Ha 33/IHUX Jialax, a 3HAUYUT, TOpa3a0 MeJIeHHee, YeM BOJIKH.

Opnnako Bosk no-npexHeMy HUUEro He HaxOWJI.

VikacHast UCTHHA BIIPYT OOPYIIMJIACH HA HETO, MPUAABUB, TOYHO CTBOJI YIIABIIIETO JIepeBa.

Bonbimoi becxBocThiit yien HaBceraa!

36



M. IleiiBep. «Cepmiie Bomka»

I'maBa 8

‘1 I

UroObl He BCTPETUTHLCS HU € KeM U3 TuieMeHu BopoHa, Topak crapanics qep:kaThCsi ofiabIlie
OT IPUBBIYHBIX TPOI U 1€ MO TAHBIM U3BUJIMCTHIM OJIEHBUM TPOIMNKaM, KOTOpBIE BEJIM BBEPX MO
teueHuto [llupokoir Boxpl.

3Bepu B Jlecy, MOHSIB BCKOPE, YTO ITOT YEIOBEK HU Ha KOT'O OXOTUTHCS He coOMpaeTcs, nepe-
cranmu 6osThes. Jlock, mpoxons Mumo Topaka, To v Ie/I0 OCTAaHABIMBAJICS M CIOKOMHO 5KeBaJl KUTTPEH.
OneHu, nomaxuBasi XBOCTUKAMU, HETOPOIUIMBO YIAISJIMCh B Yallly, HO BCKOPE OMNSATh BBIIVISABIBAIIH,
MPOBEPSIS, TaM JIM elle YeIOoBeK. [IBe TMKUE CBUHBY C TOJICTEHBKUMU MOXHATBIMU MIOPOCATAMMU JIMIIb
MPUIIOAHSIA MOP/BI, KOTAA OH ITPOLLEN PAIOM, U IIOCMOTPESIN Ha HETO.

IMox nonorom Jleca mononast KyapsiBasi JIMCTBA €1lie TOIBKO MPOOMBAIach U3 MOYEK, a Ha 3aJI1-
THIX COJIHLIEM BEpXYILIKaX JEPEBBEB YKE MOYTH BCS PaCIlyCTHJIACh M COYHO 3ejieHesa. Topak 1mesn
J0BOJIbHO ObICTpO. Kak 1 Bce JiecHble 0|, OH MyTellecTBOBAJ HaJIeTKe, B3sIB C OO0 TOJIBKO caMmoe
HEOOXOIUMOe — IJIsI OXOTHI, JJIs1 pa3BeleHUsI KOCTpa U ISl CHa.

Bcrio cBo0 %13Hb OH OPOIWII MO JIECY C OTIIOM; CTOSIHKY OHM YCTPaUBAJIM Yallle BCEro Ha OTHY
WJIM IBe-TPU HOYUH, A TOTOM I1LJIH Aajibiiie. OHM HUKOT/IA TOAOJTY HE 33JePKUBAIMCh HA OTHOM MECTe,
Y MPEONoJIETh Ty NPUBBIYKY TOpaKy OKa3ajloch TpyAHEE BCEro, KOrga OH CTaJl KUTh B IJIEMEHU
BopoHa, moromy 4To 3TO IIEMS MEHSJIO CTOSIHKY HE Yallle YEM pa3 B TPU-YEThIPE MeCALA.

W notom, ux 6b110 Tak MHOro! JIBaaiaTh BOCEMb MYKUHH, KEHIIUH U ieTeil. U elre MiaIeHIIbI.
Ho npouwuioit 3umbl Topak HU pa3y HU OJHOTO HOBOPOKAEHHOIO MJIAJICHIIA HE BUET U BCE BpEMs
YAMBIISUICA M cripaiiuBai PeHH: «A pa3Be OHM He MOTyT XOauTh? Yem ke OHU Bech JIeHb 3aHUMa-
1o1ca?» Y PeHH Tak cMesiach, 9TO JaXe Majajia Ha 3eMJII0 OT CMeXa.

A OH cTpalHo Ha Hee cepawics. Ho Terepb 3T BOCHOMUHAaHKS 3aCTABUJIN €T0 JIUIIb CUJIbHEE
TOCKOBarh 110 PeHH u ®un-KenuHny.

Buiiins u3 gonmunsl Hupokoit Boawt uyTh 10:kHee I'pemsiiux Bogonanos, Topak nBunyscs Ha
BOCTOK, B CJIEAYIOLLYIO 10JIMHY. TaM OH BCTPETUJI ABYX OXOTHUKOB U3 IUIEMEHU MBI, KOTOPBIE ILIBLIN
BHU3 IO peKe B JoaKax-gononeHkax. K cuacTpio, OHM OUYeHb CIIENIIA U HEe CTaJIM CIPAIIUBATh €ro,
Ky/a OH HaIlpaBJsIeTCsl; OHU MPUCTAIM K Oepery JIMIb Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, UTOObI MPEIyNpeIUTh
€ro O rpo3sIei OMACHOCTH.
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— C Hameit CTOSIHKM BYepa HOYBIO YAAJI0Ch cOeXaTh OMHOMY OOJBHOMY, — CKa3aJl OJWH OXOT-
HUK. — Kak ycnpimmis ero Boi, cpady 6ern. OH Oosiblile He TOHMMAET, YTO OH YeJIOBEK.

BTOpoii OXOTHHK, TOPECTHO MOKAaYaB TOJIOBOM, TPUOABHIT:

— Ox yx 3ta 6one3np! W oTkyna oHa ToNbKO B3siach? KaxkeTcs, nake camo AbIXaHUE JieTa
Teriepb OTPABJICHO.

JleHb HaUMHAJ KJIOHUTBCS K Beuepy, Korjaa Topak mouyBCTBOBAJ, UTO 32 HUM CJEISAT.

OH MHOTO pa3 OCTaHABJIMBAJICS W MPHUCIYIIMBAJICSA, HO TaK HUYETO W HE YCJIbIIIA, a Koraa
PE3KO 000pauMBAJICS WM JJaske BO3BpAIIAJICS HA HECKOJIBKO IIIAaroB Ha3ajl, TOXKE HUYEro He 3amMeyval.
OpnHako oH uysut: ipecaenoBarenb psgom! Korna cranu crymarbest TeHu, Topaky 3a KakIsIM KyCTOM
CTaJIM MEPEIIUTLCS YTPATHUBIINE pa3yM U OECCMBICIIEHHO phIIymye 1o Jlecy MajieHpKue 37100HbIe
TBapH C OCTPHIMHU KOT'TSIMH U JIUIIAMH U3 JIUCTHEB.

OH ycTpons HOYEBKY BO3JIE IIIyMJIMBOW PEUYIIKH, TJie CHHUMHU CBETSIIIUMUCS CTpeJlaMU HOCH-
JIMCh O3ePHbIE CTPEKO3bI, & KOMAPhI Uy Th HE COXKPAITH €0 3aKUBO, [TOKA OH HE HATEPCSI COKOM IOJIbIHH.

Bnepsble 3a nocieanue miectb MecseB Topak HodeBan oauH B Jlecy. OH oueHb crapaics,
BBIOVIpast [J1s1 HOYEBKU TIOIXO/SIIIIEe MECTO: POBHBIM YUaCTOK 3eMJIM JIOCTATOYHO BHICOKO Hajl PEKOM
BO M30eXaHWE BHE3AITHBIX HABOJHEHWI U MOJAJIbIIE OT MyPAaBEHMHUKOB M BUIVMBIX TPOII JIECHBIX
oburaresnei, u, pa3ymeeTcs, He MOJ CTApbIM WJIM CyXUM JIEPEBOM, BETKH KOTOPOT'O MOIJIM CBAIUTHCS
Ha HEro HOYbIO.

ITocne gymHBIX KWIKLL U3 OJIEHBUX LIKYpP, KOTOpbIe CTpouT Iuiems Bopona, Topak ¢ Hacia-
KJEHUEM BEpHYJICS K TOMY 00pasy >KU3HH, KOTOPBIA OHH BEJIM C OTIIOM, U OBICTPO MOCTPOUT cede
BpEMeHHOe YOeKHIlle U3 KUBBIX JepeBbeB. OH BHIOpaJl TPU MOJIOICHBKUX OyKa, MPUTHYT UX JPYT
K JpYTy, CBSI3aJl COCHOBBIM KOPHEBHILIEM, M MOTYyYMIIOCh HeKoe mofooue manama. Ceepxy Topak
HaOpocasl BETOK, IIOTOM MXa, a TIOTOM eIlle BETOK. YTPOM JOCTATOYHO Oy/eT pa3Bs3aTh BEPXYIIKH
OyKOB — 1 JiepeBlia KaKk HU B YeM He ObIBaJIo CHOBA MOTSHYTCS K COJTHILY.

Cpenas ce0e MOACTUIIKY U3 MPOILIOrOTHEN JIOMKON OyKOBOW KOPBI, OH BTAIIIUJI CBOM TIOKUTKH
B Iajanl. TaM critbHO naxJjio 3emiien u Jlecom.

— X, Xopomo! — BOCKJIMKHY Topak U TyT e MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO rOJIOC €ro 3BYUUT KaK-TO
HEeCTEeCTBEHHO.

Hous Obla Teriasi, ayit 10XKHBIN BeTep, Tak 4To Topak ¢ MOMOIIBI0 KpeMHer 1 TpyTa u3 oepe-
30BOM KOPBI Pa3Besl COBCeM HeOOJBIIION KOCTEPOK, OOJIOKHB €ro KaMHSIMU, YTOObI OTOHb He cOeskal
B Jlec.

OH BCIIOMUHAJ T€ HOYH, KOT/Ia OHU C OTLIOM TMOAIONTY CUJEH HAal KPACHBIMU YTOJIbSIMH, AUBSICH
9TOMY 3araJJOYHOMY CYIIECTBY — CBOEMY JOOpPOMY APYTy-OTHIO, JAiolieMy JIOIsM KU3Hb. VHTe-
PECHO, a UTO CHUTCS OTHIO, KOT/Ia OH CIIMT BHYTPHU JApeBechHbl? M Ky/ia OH yXOIUT, KOTa yMUupaer?

Bnepsbie 3a Bce 310 BpeMsi Topak Kak cieayeT 3aayMalcsi O CBOMX COpPOAMYax U3 TUIEeMEHH
Bnaropoanoro OneHsl, ¢ KOTOPBIMH, BO3MOXHO, BCKOpe BcTpeTutcsi. Kak-to onu ero npumyt? Byner
JI1 OH YYBCTBOBAaTh ceOs1 B TOM IUIeMeHH ykakoM? Belb, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CJIOKKCh BCE MHAYE, OH
TOXE MPUHAJYIEKA Obl K UX IJIEMEHH, TIOTOMY UTO MaTh IaKe Yallle 1aeT HOBOPOXJEHHOMY PeOCHKY
CBOE IJIeMEeHHOe UM, a He uMs ero oTra. M rorga oH, Topak, Toxe Beipoc Obl B camom Ceparie Jleca,
1 OTell, BO3MOXHO, He Moru® Obl, ¥ ¢ Boikom oHM HUKOTa OBl He BCTPETUIHCK. . .

Her, 310 yx cmumkom! Kyna ero, onHako, 3anecno! U, 3anperus cebe mymaTh 00 OTIIE U O
Bonke, Topak oTnpaBwiIcs Ha MOUCKH UK.

OH BBIKOTIAJT HECKOJIBKO CIIAIKUX KOPHEH JAWKOW OpXWEH U 3alleK X B 30Jie, IOTOM Cesa
HEUTO BPOJIe TOpsYeH Kallli U3 JIMCThEB MapH, CI0OPEHHON AUKUM YeCHOKOM. [1o/TyInsiock JOBOJIBHO
BKYCHO, HO €CTh €My IT0Ka He XOTeJOCh, M OH PEIIMJI OCTAaBUTh Kallly Ha TIOTOM.

Topak nmoapenmBai OypHIOK € TEMJION Kalllel MOBBIIIe Ha BETKY epeBa, 4YToObl yOepeyb ero ot
JIECHBIX BOPHIIIEK, KOT/a 1o Jlecy ryJKuM 3XOM pa3Heccsl )KYTKHI BOILTb.

U ot storo Boruis y Topaka Bce MOXO0Ie10 BHYTPH.
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370 OBLIO HE BU3IIIMBOE, 3AIMBUCTOE TSBKAHBE PACCEPKEHHOM JIUCHIIBI ¥ HE TIPU3BIBHOE phIUua-
HUE PBICH, UIIYIIEH TOApyTy. DTO KpUyas YesioBeK. VI To cylecTBo, KOTOpoe paHsbliie ObLIO Yeso-
BekoM. Kpuk noHocusics, cyas o Bcemy, U3 3anajgHou yactu Jleca.

UyBCTBYs, KaK B CEp/Le 3alo3aeT CTpax, Topak CMOTpes Ha CryllaBIIMecs MOJ AEPEBbIMU
teHu. Ckopo jeraee CoJHIIECTOsTHHE, TaK YTO HOYb OyeT KOpoTKoi. Ho 1 Ha camyio KOpPOTKYIO HOUb
€ro My»XecTBa ¢ TPyJOM XBaTUT!

Bnpouewm, Jlec 6bi1 erie monoH GOITOBHHU APO3JI0B M XPHUILIOTO XOXOTa ASTIOB. B 3Ty mopy
NTULBI TTOIOT BCIO HOYb. M Topak ObLT HECKa3aHHO paj] TAKOW KOMITaHHH.

«A mnems BopoHa, — mogyman oH BAPYT, — CUAUT ceidvac y Oosnbioro kocrpa. Ha crosike
[aXHET JPEBECHBIM JILIMOM U BSJIEHOW JIOCOCMHOW. CablIMTCS packaTUCcTbiil cmex Ocraka. .. »

Her. «/laxe camo IpIxaHue JieTa OTPaBJI€HO» — TaK CKa3aJl TOT OXOTHHUK.

Topak ObICTPO pacKarta ClaJbHBIA MEIIOK ¥ HBIPHYJ B HETO, MOJIOKHUB psioM opyxkue. Eme
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJl ClIaTh €My COBCEM He XOTes0ch. Terneps ke OH BAPYT YyBCTBOBAN cebst cMep-
TEJILHO YCTaJIbIM.

M MrHOBEHHO YCHYIIL.

W ckBO3b COH ycIbIIIal Yei-To MPOH3UTENbHBINA X0XOT. MyUYMTEIBbHO MBITasCh MPOCHYThCS, OH
TMOHSJT, YTO 3TO HE XOXOT, & CTOH — YK€ 3HAKOMBII €My M YPE3BbIYAIHO ONIACHBIM. ..

Ele cekyHa — 1 COH MUTOM CJIE€TEJI C HErO: OH YCIbIIIAJ IIyM aJIAI0Iero JepeBa — U 0epeso
naoano 6 ezo cmopoty!

Horu 3amyranuch B cnajgbHOM Menike, M Topak HUKaK He MOT MX BBICBOOOOUTH. M3BMBasCh,
KaK TYCEHMIIa, OH BBIIOJI3 M3 LIajialla, ¢ TPYAOM BCKOYMJ U IPSMO B MEIIKE HEJIOBKO MPBITHYIN B
CTOPOHY, TYT K€ yIaJl, YyTh HE YTOAMUB B KOCTEP, U NMEPEKATHIICS B 3apOC/IU MANIOPOTHUKOB KaK pa3
B TY MUHYTY, KOI/la IIPSIMO HA €T IaJall pyXHYJIO 3J0POBEHHOE JIEPEBO.

Wckphl Tak u B3BUIKCH K HeOecam. KauHymuch TemHble BeTBU. U TYT ke 3amMepi — YCIIOKOU-
JIUCh.

Topak HEMOABMKHO JIeKaJl CPeIy TAOPOTHUKOB, CEPALIE ero OemeHo OMIOCh, MO CIIMHE TEKJIH
CTpyHKu xonogHoro nota. OH Bellb MPOBEPUJT BCe MOBPeKICHHBIE Oypelt nepeBbst BOKpyr! CoBep-
IIEHHO TOYHO poBepui! [la v BeTpa-To nouTH Her!

W oH BcHOMHMJI TOT cMeX. 37I00HBI U B TO K€ BPEMsI CTPAHHO HAIIOMUHAIOIIUI CMeX peOeHKa.
Her, sToT cMex eMy He npucHWICS !

He pemasich Bcrath, Topak elie HEKOTOpOe BpeMs BIKHIAN, TIOKa He YOeIUIICs, UTO Bpoze Obl
OCTaJIbHbIE JepeBbsl CTOAT Ha MecTe. [10ToM BBIITyTaCsl HAKOHEI] M3 MEIIKa U TOIIeN 00CIe1oBaTh
TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT €TI0 IaJialia.

VnaBmmii Ha Mianam Kpenkuil MOJIOION sICEHb HANPOYb CJIOMAaJl TPH IOHBIX OyKa, BEpPIIMHKH
KoTOpbIX Topak cBsA3asl BMECTE; KPOME TOT'0, SICEHD ITOJTHOCTBIO EPEKPBUT EMY TOCTYI K OCTaBIIMMCS
B 11ajanie Bemam. BripoyeM, eciv noBe3eT, MOKUTKU CBOU €MY BBITAIIUTD YIACTCSl, BO BCSKOM CITy-
yae, Ipu cBeTe KocTpa Topak cymen pasriisgeTh, YTO OHU Kak OyATo Lenabl. A BOT eciu Obl caM OH
BOBpEMSI HE MIPOCHYJICSA, €0 TOYHO Pa3IaBUIIO Obl JEPEBOM.

W Bce xe... ecm 3TOT MpecyeioBaTeNlb XOUeT ero yOuTh, TO 3a4eM eMy IOHAI001II0Ch Tpey-
npexaath Topaka cBouM cMexom? Mu oH urpaer ¢ HuM, Kak Kolka ¢ Mblibio? Hacbutaer Ha Hero
OIMACHOCTB 32 OMACHOCTHIO U C JIIDOOIIBITCTBOM HAOJIONAET, YTO U3 ITOTO MOTYIUTCS.

Kocrep Bce eme ropen. B3sB B oiHy pyKy ropsiyio BETKy, a B ApyIylo — HOX, Topak BHUMa-
TEJIHO OCMOTPEJI CTBOJI YIIABLLIETO SICEHS.

W Bckope oOHapy:xui ciesibl oT Toropa. HermmyOokvie, HepoBHbBIE, C/ie/IaHHbIe BECbMa HEYMEJIO.
OpnHako 3TOro BHOJIHE XBAaTUJIO, YTOOBI JEPEBO MOBAJIMIIOC.

«CTpaHHO, — JyMaJl OH, — a Ha 3eMJIe HE BU/IHO HUKAKUX cies1oB. V1 HM Manelimx npru3HaKkoB
TOTO, YTO KTO-TO CTOSIJT BO3JIE SICEHSI U PyOWIT €ro».

Topak ere pa3 ocMOTpelT BCe BOKPYT, CBeTs cebe ropsimeit Betkoit. Her, Hudyero. Moxert, oH
4yTO-TO NponycTui? Bpsn nu. Yk ciieipl-To OH yMEeT YuTaTh OYE€Hb XOPOILIO.
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KocHyBimmch manbiieM pydeika JApPeBECHOTO COKa, COUMBIIETocs MO CTBONY siceHs, Topak
TIOHSLJT, YTO COK Y’Ke 3arycTell, — 3HAUUT, CTBOJI ObUT OAPYOJIeH 3apaHee, a MOTOM €ro OCTAJIOCh TOJIbKO
YyTb TOJIKHYTb. UTO MpecneioBatens u caenan, ensa Topak ycHyII.

«OmnsTh Xe cTpaHHO, — HaxMypwiicst Topak. — Beap Hesb3s ke MOBaIUTh JIEPeBO aOCOTIOTHO
HecHTbIHO ! » Tak rmoyeMy ke OH HUUYero He YCIbIan?

W TyT 10 HEro A01UI0: OH Be/ib XOAWI 32 BojIou K peke! [Toka oH HamosHsi1 OypIioK, ITyM BOJIB,
€CTECTBEHHO, 3arjyllal Bce poyre 3ByKH!

Cros1 cpeiu TEMHBIX JIepeBbEB HaJl YMHUPAIOIIMMHU IOHBIMH OyKamu, Topak MeuTan 00 OqHOM:
YT0OBI psAIoM okazasicsi Bonk. Ot BHUMaHus Bosika HUYTO Obl HE YCKOJIB3HYIO. Y HEroO TaKOW TOHKUI
CJTyX, YTO OH CJIBIIIIUT, KaK MPOIUIBIBAIOT B HeOe oOaka. M Takoi OCTpBIil HIOX, YTO OH YyeT AbIXaHHe
PBIOBI.

— Ho Bonka 3aech Her! — cepauto ckazan cebe Topak. — OH odeHb jaajneko orciona, Ha Cs-
mienHoit ['ope.

BriepBble 3a 111eCTh MECSIIIEB OH JIa)Ke 3aBBITh HE MOT OT TOCKH 10 CBOEMY YTPAaueHHOMY JIPYTY:
Y TIPeJCTaBUTh ce0e HEBO3MOXKHO, KTO — WJIM YTO — MOXKET OTBETUTH Ha €ro TOPECTHBIN IMPHU3bIB.

Briynuts n3-110/1 00JI0MKOB IIajIalia CBOH MOKUTKY U IOCTPOUTH HOBoe yoexuiie Topaky yaa-
JIOCh TOJIBKO K CepeiiHe HOUM, M OH ITPOCTO Majal OT ycTajaocTi. OueHb HeMpPUsATHO, KOHEYHO, YTO OH
HEBOJILHO TIOCITYKWJI TIPUYMHOM TMOEN TpeX MOJIONEHbKUX JiepeBbeB. [IpsAMO-Taky 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH,
KaK MX AYIIH MapsT B BO3/AyXe, TOCKYIOIINE, pacTepsIHHbIE, He B CUJIaX MOHSATH, TIOUYEMY MX JIMIIVIIH
3aKOHHOT'O MTPaBa BHIPACTH U CTaTh HACTOSIIIUMU OOJIBIIIUMU JIEPEBbSIMHU.

«3TO BCE TBOSI BUHA, — KAa3aJIOCh, LIENTaNIM Topaky Apyrue AepeBbs. — DTO Thl IpuHeC B Jlec
3J10...»

Ha stot pa3 Topak He pHCKHYJ 3a0MpaThCsl B CHAbHBIA MEIOK. BMecTo 3Toro oH pasxer
KOCTEp y BXOJIa B CBOI HOBBIH INIAJIAII U YCEJICS TaM, HAKWHYB MEIIIOK Ha TUIeYH U Jiepka Ha KOJIEHSIX
tornop. CriaTh Bpojie Obl COBCEM HE XOTEIOCh. A XOTEIOCh, YTOOBI MOCKOPEE HACTYIUII PACCBET. . .

[IpocHyncst oH BHe3anHO. U onATh OT OIIyIeH s, YTO 32 HUM CIIEJSAT, HO Ha STOT pa3 OIIyIIie-
HHe ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO MHBIM. M B BO3]yXe BUCEJ KaKOM-TO CTPAaHHBIN 3arax: rOpsiuuii, CUJIbHBINA U, B
o011eM, 3HaKOMBIN, HEMHOT'O HATIOMUHABIIIM 3ariax IyJIsBHUKA, HO TOJIKOM OH CO CHa HUKaK HEe MOT
OIPE/IeNIUTD, UTO K€ ITO 32 3amax.

W TyT OH 3amMeTuI1, 4TO MO Ty CTOPOHY KOCTPa KTO-TO CTOMT U CMOTPUT Ha HETO OJNECTAIIUMU
rnazamu. Pyka cama co0Oo¥#i CTHCHY/Ia pyKOSITh TOTIOpA.

— To1 k10? — Xpurwio cnpocus Topak.

CymiecTBo 4TO-TO IPOBOPYAJIO B OTBET.

— K10 TBI? — IOBTOPHJI OH CBOI BOIIPOC.

Cy11ecTBO eBeTbHYJIOCH, IIaMsI KOCTpa OCBETHIIO ero, U Topak OkameHes OT yxaca.

[Nepen Hum crostt aukwid kKadaH. OrpOMHBIN caMel] ITTMHOW OT MOPIIBI JIO XBOCTA B J1Ba OOJIBIIIUX
YeJIOBeUeCKHX MPBIKKA U BECOM IMOOOIIBIIE, YeM Tpoe KPYMHBIX MyX4uH. Ero 6ombiime MoXHaThie
KOPHYHEBBIE YIIIU CTOSLT TOPYKOM, 2 MAJICHbKHE IIa3KU HACTOPOKEHHO CMOTpeu IpsiMo Ha Topaka.

Topak 3actaBwi ceOsi CTOATh HemonBukHO. KabGaH OOBIYHO HE HamajaeT TMepBbIM, eCIIH,
KOHEYHO, He PaHEeH WJIM He 3allUINaeT CBOMX JeTeHbiei. Ho pa3bspeHHbii KabaH criocoOeH Oexarhb
TaK e OBICTPO, KaK OJIEHb, U OH COBEPIIIEHHO HEYSI3BUM.

— 41 He xemaio Tebe 37a, — TUXO cKazasl kabaHy Topak, 3Hasi, UTO TOT ero, KOHEUHO Xke, He
MONMET, HO, MOJKET OBbITh, JOTAJAETCS O CMBIC/IE CKa3aHHOTO 10 MUPHOMY TOHY.

Bonbime kabaHby yIIM MIEBeTbHYINCh. B 0TOMECKax KOCTpa CBEPKHYIHU KEJITOBATHIE KIIBIKH.
3Bepb pa3apakeHHO 3aBOpYAT U, OMYCTHB MACCUBHYIO TOJIOBY, PUHSLICS PHITh 3€MJIIO BOKPYT pa3-
PYILLIEHHOTO ITIajalia.

Emy, coOcTBeHHO, HykHa ObUia TONBKO efa. Havano yieta — cKyaHbIi ieprof 1yisi KaOaHOB, OT
MPOIIUIOTOJJHUX OCEHHUX SITOJT U JKeJTy/Iel K TOMY BPEMEHH OCTalOTCsI OIHM BocrioMuHaHus. Huvero
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YIMBUTEIBLHOTO, YTO KaOaH TaK CTApaTEIbHO BBIKATIBIBACT M3 3¢MJIM BCAKUE KOPEIIIKH, )KYKOB, YepBer
M BOOOIIIE BCE, YTO MOXHO ChECTb.

Ha Topaxa 3Bepb 60Jbllle HIKaKOrO BHUMaHHs He oOpallal, U TOT Yyepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs
JaXKe PEelInJICs 3a0I3TU B CIIAJIbHBIN MEIIOK U, CBEPHYBILIKCH B KITyOOK, JIeKaJl O4eHb THXO, IPUCITY-
IMBASCh K YCIIOKAMBAIOIIEMY CONIeHnI0 kabaHa. HoBblIii coce/t ObLI, TTOXKATyH, rpyOOBaT U HACTPOEH
HE CJIMIIKOM JpYykeToOHO, HO Bce paBHO Topak ObUT eMy pan. Y KaOGaHOB OTJIMYHBIE CITyX W HIOX.
[Toka oH psOM, HUKTO — HU OOJIBHOW Oe3ymell, HU TOT 3JI00HBIN TpecieioBaTe/ib — HE CMOXET
TIOIONTH OJTU3KO.

Ho Benp Bckope kabaH yiaer.

I'msansa Ha KpacHble yrm Koctpa, Topak gyman, uTto, HaBepHoe, PuH-Keaunn Obul mpas;
MIOXOJKe, OH JIEHCTBUTENILHO MO3BOJIMII 3aMaHHUTh CeOs1 B JIOBYIIKY, Yiijisl U3 ieMeHu Bopona. U oueHb
MIOXOKE, YTO TOT MpecieoBaTesb — KTO Obl OH HU OBbUT — 3aBeJ €ro MMEHHO Ty/Aa, Kyaa u xorten. U
Teriepb OH ocTascs B Jlecy coBcem oiuH.

Ho k0 OBl OH HU OB, STOT Mpecye0BaTeNb, B Ty HOUb OH MOTPYIWIICS HA CIIaBYy.

Koraa Topak HakoHel1 TPOCHYJICS U BHITION3 U3 CBOETO IaJialia, MOpOCHJI 10Xk 1b. Kaban yier,
KOCTEp MOTYX, U KTO-TO OTKATHJI OT HETO B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI KaMHH, 3aToNTaB KocTpuile. Kro-to
TaK:ke MpoOpaJics B Iiajai, moka Topak craji, BHITAIMI Y HETO U3 KOJTYaHa, JIEKABIIIEro Mojl Tojo-
BOI1, BCE CTPEJIbl ¥ BOTKHYJI UX B KOCTPHILE, CIIOBHO MBITAsICh CO3/1aTh HEKUI PUCYHOK.

U Topak cpasy y3Hais 3TOT 3HaK. D10 ObUI Tpe3yodell, 3Hak [loxupareneit dyr.

OnycTuBIIKCh Ha KOJIEHO, Topak BbIAEPHY/I U3 KOCTPUILA OIHY CTpEITy.

— Hy xopor1o, — rpoMKo cka3ajl OH, MOJHUMAsICh Ha HOTU. — $] 3Hal0, UTO Thl YMEH; 51 3Hal0, UTO
Tl OTJIMYHO YMEEIlb KO MHE MOAKpaabBaThcsi. Ho Tl camblil HACTOSIIIUI TPYC, €CIIU ceilvac ke He
BBII/ICIIIb U HE BCTPETUIIILCS CO MHOM JIMIIOM K JIUITY !

Ho HukTO He BbIIET K HEMY U3 TPOMOKILIETO OT A0S MOJIECKa.

— Tpyc! — kpuxnyn Topak.

Jlec xpan.

Topaky oTBevasIo JMILb TYJIKOE 3XO.

— Yero Tebe oT MeHs Ha10? — MPOOKal BHIKpUKUBaTh Topak. — Beixoqu! [laBaii BctpeTumcst
B 4ecTHOM 0010! CKaku XOTs ObI, 4ero Thl OT MEHS XO4ellb?

Ho B oTBeT OH ciiblIia JInIb MENecT JOXK/s MO JUCThSIM J1a OTIAJIEHHbIN CTYK Aamia. Kamm
0€e33By4HO CTEKaJIH 0 pa3ropsrdeHHOMY Jinily Topaka.

%k % %

MwuHOBaJIO yTPO, a JA0K/Ib Bce He KoHYascs. Topak 0O 10XKIb: OH MPUHOCKHI MPOXJIaLy
Y pa3roHsu1 Morkapy. Topak J0BOJIBHO OBICTPO MHUHOBAJI €IIe JIBE JOJUHBI 1 HEMHOTO BOCIIPSIHYJT
ayxoM. OIiyIneHre Toro, 9to 3a HUM CIIIST, HeCKOIBKO 0¢1a0i10. U Toro 6e3yMHOro Bost OH OOJIbITe
HE CJIBIIIIAI.

Bo3moskHO, Bce 3T0 Giarogapsi ToMy, 4To KaOaH MOCTOSIHHO HAXOMWJICS rae-To psaom. Topak
€ro He BUJEJI, HO CJIe/Ibl €70 HE3PUMOro MPUCYTCTBUS 3aMedall TO | JIeN0. BoJibliie yyacTKu BbIBEp-
HYTOTO JIEpHa, TJIe OH PUICS B IOMCKAX KOPEIIKOB U YepBeit. ['psA3HYI0 My y KOpHEel OOJIBIIOro Oyka,
I7Ie OH BAJISJICS; MepenayKaHHyl0 IPsA3bI0 KOPY, O KOTOPYIO OH BCJIACTh MOYECAJICS TOC/Ie TPs3eBOi
BaHHHI.

Topaky Bce 310 JIIIh TPUOABIISIO OOAPOCTH. Y HErO MOSIBUJICS HOBBIM TOBapuill. MIHTepecHO,
JAyMaJl OH, CKOJIbKO 3ToMy KaGaHy jieT? W He OTell Jid OH TeX MOXHATBIX IMIOPOCST, KOTOPHIX OH BHIET

HakaHyHe?
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JleHb yxke KIOHUJICS K Bedepy, KOrjia X MyTH HAKOHEIT Iepecek/IMCh. MalbunK U KabaH Haru-
JIUCh U3 OJHOTO pyYbsl M YJEIJIMCh OTIAbIXaTb HA OJHOM W TOW k€ YIOTHOHM, HaBeBAlOILEH JpemMy
TMOJISTHKE. A OJIUH pa3, Korjaa o0a MpUHSIIMCh UCKATh IPEBECHBIE TPHOBI, KaOaH BAPYT IPO3HBIM PEBOM
otorHan Topaka mopanblile U Jaxe pacronTain rpud, kortopblii Topak codupascsi cbectb. Topak
TOJIBKO ITOTOM TOHSLJI, TIOUueMy KabaH Tak Bes ce0si, — KOra paccMOTpest rpud MOBHUMATEbHEH. DTO
OKa3aJiCsl BOBCE HE CheIOOHBIN APEBECHBIN TP, a OYeHb MOXOKHUI HA HETO SOBUTHIN; U TETepb,
Koryia KabaH pa3/iaBuil ero, CTajia BUJHA ero cepiieBUHa HelTPUSITHOrO KpacHOro 11BeTa. COOCTBEHHO,
Ka0aH TOJIBKO UTO CIIAC €T0 U ITO-CBOEMY, XOTS U JIOBOJILHO CEPANTO, TOCOBETOBAJI BITPEb OBITh OCTO-
pOXHee.

Jlo1b TIPOIOJIKAJ UITH U Ha clieylornee yTpo. Beck Jlec ObUT OKyTaH TyMaHOM, TOYHO I1J1a-
mom. Ho xorga Topak mpomosKul CBOM MyTh HA BOCTOK, TO BCKOPE TOHSIT, YTO HE TOJILKO TYMaH
CKPBIBAET OT HErO CBET COJHIIA: caM Jlec CTaHOBWJICS BCe TyIlle U TEMHee.

Topak npuBsik K OTKpbITOMY Jlecy, riie KpOHBI AePEBbEB MPOIMYCKAIN MHOTO COJTHIIA, 1A U TIOJI-
JIecOK OBUT He CJIMIIIKOM I'YCTBIM. A ceiiyac oH JoOpajics yKe O TeX XOIMOB, uTo cropoximu Cepare
Jleca. 'uranTtckue myObl, MOJOOHO CTOPOKEBBIM OAIIIHSM, BHICHUIUCH HAJl MAJTBYMKOM, IIIMPOKO pac-
KWHYB MOTYYMe BETBH U CJIOBHO NMPHKa3biBasi: TIOBepHU Ha3zaa! A B momjiecke Topak CKpbIBaJcs ¢
TOJIOBOA; 3TO OBUTM HACTOSIIIHE 3aPOCIIA YEPHOTO THCA U sIIOBUTOTO HonuroioBa. He6o coBceM CKpbI-
JIOCh 32 HETIPOHUIIAEMOM MECTPOTOU JTUCTBSIHOTO MOKPOBA.

Bechb nenp kabana moomm3ocTy He ObUTO, U Topak maxe cockyuuics o Hemy. Kpome Toro, on
HE TOJIBKO OIacaJiCsi CBOEro TAMHCTBEHHOTO MTPeCIe/IOBATENIs, HO M TO, YTO KJAJI0 BIIEPear, HAUNHAJIO
€ro CTpAIluTh.

Bce yariie oH BcrioMuHaI UCTOPUM, KOTOpPBIe pacckasbiBas emy otell. «B Cepatie Jleca, Topak,
BCe TOo-7pyromy. Tam U iepeBbsi CIOBHO BCerga HACTOPOXKE, U JIIOAU Kyaa Oosee OIO3pUTEIbHBIC.
Ecnu xorpa-nmi6o ocMenuibes 3a0pathes Tya, Oynb octopoxkeH. M momuu, uro serom Benmkuit Lyx
4acTo OPOAMT IO JIECHOW Yallle B 0OINYbe BHICOKOTO YeJIOBEKA C OJIEHBUMH POTAMH. .. »

Vike Kk Beuepy, U Mo-MpeKHEMY IMoJ] 1ok aeM, Topak peniv OCTAaHOBUTHCSA Y PyUbsi © HEMHOTO
nepefoxHyTh. [loBecHB opyXue Ha BeTKy MaayOa, OH TMOJIOoIIeN K BOe, YTOOB! HATIOJIHUTh OYPIIIOK.

Ha BnaxxHoli 3eMJ1e OTUYETIMBO BUIHEIUCH CBEsKHe ciiepl. KabaH yske moObIBa 3/1eCh, M COBCEM
HEJITaBHO, — €ro KOMBITIA TITyOOKO OTIeYaTaIUCh B MOKPOM IecKe. BbIJIo MPUATHO y3HATh, YTO €ro
Apyr Henopaneky. ONMyCTUBIIMCH HAa KOJICHU W CYHYB TOPJIBIIIKO OypioKa B BOAy, TOopak MOYysuT
3HAKOMBbII TOPYUYHBIN 3arax U YCMEXHYJICS.

— A s-TO IyMmaJl, Kyaa Thl iofieBajicst! — mpoOOpMOTal OH.

Ha npyrom 6epery pyubs IIeBEJbHY/IMCH TATTOPOTHUKY — M OTTY/IA TIOSIBUJICS KaOaH.

Ho ¢ HuM siBHO 4TO-TO ciyumiiock. Kectkast Oypasi MepcTh CIMILIACH OT ToTa. MalleHbK1e
I71a3KH, 0OBeJIeHHBIE KPACHBIME OOOKaMHU, TYIIO CMOTpenu npsiMo Ha Topaka.

Topak BbIpOHUIT OYPAIOK U MOMATHICS.

Kaban 37100H0 3aBU3KA.

W Gpocuricst Ha Hero.
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I'maBa 9

Topak CTpeMUTEIbHO OTCKOYMIT 32 OJvKaiiiee AepeBo, U KabaH MposieTesl MUMO.

Vixac npupan Topaky cui. [lonnpeirHyB, OH yXBaTWIICS 3a BETKY M MOBHUC Ha Heil, Oonras B
BO3/1yX€ HOraMH U cTapasich B300paThCsl Ha IEPEBO, — TOJIBKO YTO KJIBIKM 3BE€PsI BOH3WIUCH B CTBOJ
B TOM MECTE, II€ OH CTOSLII.

HepeBo 3aapoxaino. Topak 4To ObUIO CHIT BIETIUIICS B KOPY.

Hakowner emy ynajioch 3aKMHYTb HOTY M OCEeJ/IaTh BETKY, IOTOM OH HOATSHYJICS U J0Opaics 10
pasBuiku. KabaH, ka3anoch, BOT-BOT JI0 HETO JJOCTaHET, HO Bbllle Topak MOAHATHCS HE MOT: BETKU
y JepeBa ObLIM CIMILIKOM TOHKMMHM. balliMaku ¢ Hero cpa3y CBaJIMJIMCh, a TPSI3HbIE HOTU CKOJIb3HJIH
10 MOKPOM KOpe; OH BCEM TeJIOM MPHJIbHYI K CTBOJIY JepeBa, YTOObl HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTbCS. Bapyr
10/l HUIM C TPECKOM MOJJIOMMUJIACh OfiHA U3 BETOK. KabaH TyT ke BCKOYMJI, MOHSLI FOJIOBY M 3JI00HO
ycraBuiics Ha Topaka.

Ero kapue rnasa, COBCeM HeJJaBHO TaKU€ CIIOKOWMHbIE U My/Ipble, BBUIE3/IN U3 OPOUT U HAJTUJIUCh
KpoBbI0. YTO ke ¢ HUM ciyumioch? OT4Yero oH BAPYTr npeBparwics B o0e3ymeBiiee uygosuie? U
[IOYEMY 3TO TaK IOX0KE HA TO, YTO Mpoucxoauso ¢ Ocnakom?

— Ho g Benp TBOM npyr! — npoienran Topak.

KaGan xpuIiio B3peBes v ¢ IIyMOM NoMYaJicsl KyAa-TO B Yally.

He BosBpamascs on goinro, u Topak HakOHeI OCMENWIICS B3JOXHYTh C OOJE€rYeHUueM, XOThb
Y TMOHMMAJI, YTO CIYCKaThCsl Ha 3eMJII0 elle paHo. KabGaHbl BecbMa XUTPbI U YMEIOT, 3aTaUBIIKCh,
JOXAATHCS TTOAXOASAIEN MUHYTHI. M 3TOT TOXE MOT OKa3aThbCs IIe YTOAHO.

Ot HeynoOHoM o3bl HOrM Y Topaka 3aTeKJiu, CTOWIIO YyTh IIEBEJIbHYThCS, U MIPABYIO CKPYTHUJIA
cygopora. OH OIyCTHJI 71432, JKeJast pacTepeTh HOTY, ¥ C U3YMJIEHHEM OOHApY:KHJI, UTO HOTH CTajIu
TAKMMU CKOJIb3KMMH TIOTOMY, YTO BbIMa3aHbl HE I'Ps3bl0, a KpoBbio! BuaHo, kabaH Bce ke ycnen
3aJ€Th €TI0 KJIBIKOM, HO Topak cropsiua 3Toro Aaxe He No4yBCTBOBaJL. YTO Xk, Tenepb, CUs Ha AEPEBE,
OH y’kKe HUueM ceOe MOMOYb He MOXET.

Hoxap noutu nepecrai. Ctajo gaxe NporysabBaTh ConHie. BOKpyr BUIHENINCH CIUIONIb AyObl
Y 1ajyobl, a BHU3Y — HACTOSIIME 3apOCIIM MANOPOTHUKOB U TaBOJITU. B comHeYHOM cBeTe BCe 3TO
BBIIVISAETIO YOUBUTEIBHO MUPHO.
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Ho B BO31yXe BHCes ropuruHblii 3amax kabaHa. 3Bepb MOT OBbITh B IATH Iarax ot Topaka, u
Bce paBHO Topak HHMKorma Obl ero He 3ameTwil. [Toka He cTajo Obl CIMIIIKOM TO3/JHO.

[psimo oz TopakoM rOpHXBOCTKA, CJIETEB HA JIUCT JIOMYXa, IMKJIA 0K IEBYIO BOLY, M OH PEIII,
YTO OCTOPOXKHASI ITUYKA HUKOTa OBl He CieJasia 3TOr0, eciiv Obl KaOaH MpATaJICS TTOOIM30CTH.

UrtoObl B TOM yOeUThCSI, OH BBITAIIMII HOX U, OBICTPO MPOOOPMOTAB CJIOBA U3BUHEHUS TyXYy
WBBI, cpe3asl HeOOJBITYI0 BETKY U OPOCHI €e BHU3.

I'opuxBocTKa TYT ke yierena. A MarOpOTHUKHU CIIOBHO B30OPBAJIUCH.

[Mpuwxumasice Kk gepeBy, Topak cMOTpesn, Kak KabaH Tep3aeT OpOIIeHHYI0O UM BETKY. 3Bepb
TIO/IIEBAJT €€ KJIBIKAMH, TOMTal M B UTOTe, COBEPIIEHHO N3MOoYaiuB, BOWI B 3emio. Eciu 661 Topak
CIIPHITHYJT BHU3, HA MECTE 9TOM BETKU OKa3aJicsi Obl OH CaM.

OTIIBBIPHYB UCTEP3aHHYIO BETKY BMECTE C 3eMJIel B TAIOPOTHUKH, KaOaH pe3Ko pa3BepHYJICS,
HarHyJs1 HYKe TOJIOBY M OpOCHIICS Ha IEPEBO.

OH ¢ Tako¥ CUJION yJapyJI TJIeYOM O CTBOJI, UTO 3€MJIsI B3JIPOTHYJIa, CJIOBHO HA HEe yraJsl C TOPbI
3m0poBeHHbIN BasyH. C BETOK HECUaCTHOW WBHI JIOKJIEM TOCHINAINCh JUCThsA. A Topak, CIBUHYB
OpoBH, elle Kperrye BLUETHICS B BETKY.

KaGan ynapwi cHoBa.

U emwe pas.

U eme.

Vikac oxBarui Topaka: OH MOHsUI, YTO KaOaH MbITaeTCsl BRIKOPYEBATH UBY.

U 310 BnionHe emy no cwiam. Ternepb-To Topak moHUMAJT, YTO BHIOpAJT HEMOAXO/SINEE AePEBO.
Bmecto kopenacroro ay6a wiau XoTs Obl 1a1y0a, BIOJIHE CIIOCOOHBIX BBIIEPKaTh HATUCK Pa3bsipeH-
HOro kaGaHa, OH B300paJicsi Ha TOBOJIbHO MOJIOAYIO UBY, Y KOTOPOW CTBOJI JIMIIIb HEMHOTHM TOJIIIE
ero coOCTBEHHOTO Tea.

«OX, KaKko# e Thl aypak, Topak!» — oOpyrain oH ceosl.

Eme ygap kiblkaMu — Ha 3TOT pa3 MOCTbIIIAJICS IPOMKHMIA TPECK, U y OCHOBaHHUS JiepeBa B
KOpe BO3HMKJIA U3PsIIHAS TPEIIMHA, Yyepe3 KOTOPYI0 BHIHENACh pO30BATO-KOPHYHEBasH IPEBECHHA;
IO CTBOJTY, IOOJIeCKMBasi, modekana CTpyiKa JIPEeBECHOTO COKa. ..

Henaii sxe uro-unOyap! dymait! Tymaii OpicTpee!

Hy xopoiro. Bo3amoxHO, OH cymeeT 100pathcs 10 ONvKauiiero ayda, eciiv eMy yaacTcsl mpo-
TOJI3TH TIO 9TOU BETKE. ..

Topak caesnan Bcero HeCKOJIBKO IBMKEHMH M TYT e BEepHYJICs Hazaa. Hedero m HanmesTbes!
Bertka, MOXeT, ¥ BHIIJISIIUT JOCTATOYHO MPOYHOM, [1a TOJIBKO €ro Beca OHa HU 32 UTO HE BBIIEPKUT.
370 Xe UBa, Y Hee OUeHb XPYIKasl IpeBECHHa, KOTOpas 3alpocTo JioMaeTcs M KpomuTes. Tak dto
OH BBIOpAJI HE TOJILKO caMOe MaJIeHbKOE 371eCh IePEBO, HO M HAUMEHee MPOYHOE.

W Bapyr no coBepItlieHHO HEMOHATHOM MPUYMHE KabaH MpeKpaTril CBOM aTaku. Topaky 310 BHe-
3aITHOe CIIOKOMCTBUE 3BEPsI MOKA3AI0Ch, MOXKATYH, ellle Oosiee MyraioimM, YeM ero OeleHas ipocTh.

OH noHMMaJ1, YTO 3TO CXBATKA HE Ha )KM3Hb, & HA CMEPTh U OH, Topak, CKopee BCEero, MpourpaeT:
ero TOmop, JyK W CTpeJbl, aKKypaTHO TMOJIBEIIEHHbIE K BETKe Maayda, HAXOAWINCh OT HEro BCETo B
HECKOJIBKUX I1arax, Ho ObLIM aOCOIOTHO HEAOCATAEMBI.

Hapnexna mocrernieHHo racia B ero ayiie. Boixona He Obi10. Briepeau HemuHyemast THOeIIb.

[Noutn He co3HaBasi, YTO JIENAeT, OH MOJHEC CIOKEHHbIE PYIOPOM JIAJIOHU K Iry0aM U IPOMKO
M03BaJI MO-BOTYBU:

— Bonk! I'ne te1? [Tomoru!

Ho Hukakoro otBerta BeTep emy He npuHec. Bonk Obu1 fanieko otciona, Ha CesimenHo# ['ope.

N moneit B aToit yactu Jleca, moxoxe, BooOIe HeT. HUKTO He YCTIBIIIUT ero KprKa, HUKTO He
MpUJIET eMy Ha TOMOIIIb !

To, 4TO OH MOMPOCKIT O TIOMOIIH TIO-BOJTYbH, BHI3BAJIO Y HETO OCTPOE OMIYILIEHHE COOCTBEHHOM
YSI3BUMOCTHY ¥ OJTHOBPEMEHHO MPUIATIO EMY CHIL
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«ThI ke u3 iemenu Borka, — ckazait cede Topak. — Thl He MO3BOJHII ceOe yMepeTh 3arHaH-
HBIM Ha BETKY, TOYHO XkajKas Oenka!»

OH ObICTpO, HE 1aBasi COMHEHHUsIM YKOPEHUThHCS B €r0 JyIIle, Cpe3as BETKY UBBI UyTh JJIMHHEE
COOCTBEHHOU PyKH, OYUCTUII €€ OT CYYKOB, & TOHKUI KOHEI] paciienui BAosb. [lomyunnack ynpyras
Y JIOBOJILHO KperKasi BIWIKa. [0 BEeTKH, Ha KOTOPOM BUCHT €ro OpyXHe, BCEro ABa-TPH Ilara, Tak 4To,
€CJIM MOBE3EeT, MOJKHO MOMPOOOBaTh MOAIENUTh PACIIETTIEHHON MAIKOM ITHYPOK Ha PYKOSITH TOTIOPA,
CHSTB TOTIOP C BETKU M MOATAIINTH K cede.

BHuzy, npsiMo 1oz HUM, Hajl TOTEMHEBIIIEH OT oTa KabaHbel CIIMHOM 00IauKOM BUCEI TIap.

K cuacTsio, Ta BETKa UBBI, 110 KOTOPOW HYKHO OBLIO MOA0OPAThCsI MOOTMAKE K LIS, OKa3alach 1
camon Kpenkou. Topak OCTOPOXHO MPOIION3 MO HeM, HACKOIBKO OCMEJUJICS, U TIOTSHYJICS K TOIOpY,
3a)aB B pyKe pacHICIUICHHYIO MaJIKy.

Ho ve mocrai.

OH BepHyJICcsl Ha3al, CHST ¢ ce0sl peMEHb M3 CHIPOMSITHOW KOXH, OOBSI3a OJVH €ro KOHeIl
BOKPYT CTBOJIA MIBBI, a 32 JPYrOW CXBATHJICS MOKperye ¥ CHOBA TOMOJ3 10 BETKE; Tereph OH CMOT
MPOJBUHYTHCS 3HAUUTEIIBHO AAJIbIIIE.

W nHa 10T pa3 — ypa! — eMy ynanoch NoALENUTH PACIIETIEHHBIM KOHIIOM BEPEBOYHYIO METITIO
Ha PYKOSITH TOTIOPA M OCTOPOXKHO CHSITh TOIOP C BETKM Mayoa.

Ho Tonop okazascst cIMIIKoM TsoKesTbIM. PacinenienHasi BeTka yrposkarorie coruynack... He
B CHJIaX 4TO-JIMOO MpenprHsATh, Topak cMOTpes, Kak TOMOp MeJIEHHO COCKAJIb3bIBAaET C e KOHIA
¥ Ma/1aeT BHU3, BOTKHYBIINCH JIE3BUEM B 3EMITIO.

KaGan mpoH3uTeNIbHO 3aBU3:KaI, MOAEN TOMOP KJIBIKAMHU ¥ 3aIIBBIPHYIT €70 B MATIOPOTHHUKH.

Ho Topak pemmn He ciaaBatbes. OH CHOBA BBITSIHYJICSI B CTPYHKY M MOMBITAJICS MOALIEIUTD
pacIieruieHHO! MaKou cBoM JIyK. EMy ymanock 0CTOpOXHO MOAJETh ero 3a TeTUBY. JIyk ObUT 3HAUM-
TEJIbHO JIerde TOMOpa — BCEro JIMIIb TOHKasl TOJIOCKA THCA C HATSHYTHIM Ha Hee CyXOXWIUEM, — U
Topak JIerko CHSJI €ro ¢ BETKHU.

Kaxk TospKO JTyK BHOBb OKa3aJcsl y HEro 3a Ijie4aMu, B JIyIlie ero OIsiTh BCIBIXHY/A HAaJeKIa
Ha CraceHue.

— Bupnen? — kpukHyn oH kabaHy. — Thl Beib HEOOCh HE IyMaJl, 4To 51 CMOTY 3TO CAENaTh?

Tak, Tenepp komuaH. [lo-mipexxHEMy Kperko Jiepkach 32 peMeHb, TOpak JO0BOJIBHO OBICTPO
CyMeJI OALIETIATH PACIHIETUIEHHBIM KOHIIOM MAJIKK 1 KOJTYaH co cTpenaMu. CaM KOT4aH MoYTH HUYEro
HE BECHJI — 3TO ObLJT BCET'0 JIMIIb CIUIETEHHBIN U3 TPaBbl KOHYC, — HO, Koraa Topak moTsHy ero K ceoe,
OH KaQ4HYJICS ¥ CTPEJIb TAaK Y MOCHINAIMCH U3 HETo Ha 3eMITi0. TOpak pe3KrM JBHKEHHEM MepexXBaTul
KOJTYaH — ¥ BOBPEMSI: TaM €I1le OCTAIOCh TPU CTPEJIbL.

Ho ceftuac oH ObLT paj ¥ TOMY, FPOMKO BOCKJIUKHYB:

— LlensbIx Tpu cTpesnsi!

Tpu ctpensl... Tpu crpensl... 4ToObl YOUTH B3pociioro kabana? C TeM ke YCIeXOM MOXKHO
MOMBITATHCS] CBAIMTH OTPOMHOTO JIOCS ITyYKOM TIOJIEBBIX I[BETOB!

Kaban BcxpartHys1 1 BO3OOHOBHJI CBOM aTaKH.

«bennas uBa! Bpsn m oHa 10r0 npoaep:KuTcs», — nogyman Topak.

CKprovMBIIMCh, OOXBAaTUB HOTAaMH COAPOTAIOIIMICS OT YIApOB CTBOJ JEpeBa, OH TIIETHO
TIBITAJICS TIPULIJIUTHCS, HO OMKaiias BeTKa BCe BpeMs TOJIKAJA €ro MO MPaBYIo PYKY.

Hakoner emy Bce-Taku yaanoch BeICTpesuTh. CTpesa BOH3MIACh KabaHy B 1J1e40. 3Bepb B3pe-
BeJI OT 0OJIM, HO OT JiepeBa He oTcTynmics. Jlerkas crpesna mpuyvHWIA eMy Bpesa He OoJblile, yeM
YKYyC OBOJI.

CrucHyB 3y0bl, Topak BbIcTpeni cHoBa. Ho BTopasi cTpena JMIlb CKOJIb3HYJA TI0 MOIITHOMY
yepery kabaHa, He IPUYMHUB €My HUKAKOTO BpeJa.

«Iymait, mymaii! — TBepau cebe Topak. — Eciu nonacts kabaHy B Ij1e40 WM B OAIlKy, eMy
3TO XOTh OBbI UTO. A BOT €CJIM KaK CJIeyeT MPULICTIUTHCS U TBOSI CTpesIa YTOAUT €My IOJ1 JIONATKY, TO,
BO3MOXXHO, 3a[ICHET U CepAlIe. . .»
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Eie ynap — uBa 3arpeliiajia u Bes 3aTpsiciach. Bckope kabaH 10 Hero 1ooepercs. . .

A kabaH TeM BpeMeHeM 00eskal BOKPYT JiepeBa 1 MPUTOTOBUJICSA K HOBOM atake. M Tyt Topak
pasmisizieN1 y Hero Tojl iepelHei HOorok 0ojee cBeTioe MATHO IepcTd. OH MPULIEITUIICA TOYHO B 3TO
MATHO W BBICTPEJINIL.

Cpazy ObUIO BHIHO: CTpeJIa BoIlIa OUeHb rTy0oKo. KabaH MpoH3UTEILHO 3aBepernan U pyxXHyJI
Ha OOK.

Bouapuiiacek TvinmHa.

Topak CJIbIIIaI TOJBKO CBOE BO30YKICHHOE JIBIXaHWE U CTYK JOXKIEBBIX Karlesb MO JIMCThSIM
MaropoOTHHKA.

Kaban siexxan HemoaBu:xHO.

Topak BbIKHIAN, TIOKA Y HETO HE KOHYMJIOCH TePIICHHE. YBUIEB, YTO 3BePb OOJIbIIE HE IIeBe-
JIUTCSI, OH OCTOPOKHO CITYCTHJICS C JIepeBa.

W, oka3aBIIKCh Ha B3PHITOW 3eMJie CIIMHOM K yMHUpAIOIIeH MBe, MOYyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi COBEp-
IIIeHHO Oe33aIUTHBIM. Y Hero 0oJbllie He ObUIO HU CTPeJl, HU TOMOPa — TOIBLKO HOX.

HomxkHOo ObITh, KabaH Bce-Taku MepTB. Ero mokpeiThie meHoi 60Ka Oosblile He B3AbIMAIOTCS,
3HAYMUT OH HE JIBIIIUT. ..

PuckoBatb, ofHako, Henb3sa. JIo MepTBOro KabaHa BCEro Iara Tpd, HO TOJOMIET OH K HEMY
TOJIBKO TOT/Ia, KOTJIa OTHIIIET TOIOP.

Topak OecIryMHO CKOJIb3HYJT 32 M3ypPOJOBAHHBIN CTBOJ MBI U MTPUHSICS [IAPUTh B MArOpoOT-
HHUKAaXx: TONOP J0JIKEH OBITh IJIe-TO 3/1€Ch.

A kabaH y Hero 3a CIUHOM, MOIIATHIBASICh, TIOJHSJICS HAa HOTH.

Topaka oxBaTWIO OTYasiHKE: HY TJe e Tornop?!

U B TO MrHOBeHMe, Korjaa kabaH OpOCcUICS Ha Hero, OH HaKOHEIT YBHIE CBOU TOIIOP.

CXBaTHB €ro, OH Pe3KO MOBEPHYJICS M BOH3UII OCTPHE B MOIIHYIO KaOaHbIO IIICHO.

Kaban 3amepTBO pyxHYJI Ha 3eMJTIO.

Topak cTosi1 HaJL HUM, 3aCThIB Kak u3BassHue. Horu He nepaiiu ero, rpyapb TSKeJIo B3JbIMa-
J1ach, a B pyKax OH MO-TIpeKHEMY /10 OOJI KPENKO CKUMAI TOTIOP.

JloX b CTpyHJICS TIO €T0 IIeKaM, KaK Clie3bl, ¥ MeYaIbHO CTyJall 1O JIMCThsIM. Topaky ObUIO He
no ce6e. HuKora B ’KM3HU OH HUKOTO He YOMBAJI IPOCTO Tak, HEe paau MponuTtaHusi. Ml HuKoraa He
yOuBaJI ipyra.

BBIpOHUB TOIOP, OH OMYCTUJICS HA KOJICHU U TIOJIOKHUIT IPOKALIYIO PYKY Ha TOPSIYME KOTIOUHiA
60K KabaHa.

— IIpoctu meHs, apyr, — cka3ain oH. — Ho MHe mpunuiock 310 cienatb. M 1a odperyT Mup u
MOKOW TBOU JyIIH!

[NonepHyThie MeIeHOM IJ1a3a He3psTue YCTABIIIMCh Ha Hero. Jlyly yxe MOKUHYJIU TeJlo KadaHa.
Topak yyBcTBOBaNT X npucyTcTBre. CoBceM psiioM. M oHUM ObLIM pa3rHEBaHBI.

— 41 otHecych Kk TeOe ¢ JOIKHBIM yBaKeHHEM, — cKasal Topak, MoriakuBasi MOKpPBIA OT TIOTa
Kabanuii 60k. — Odemaro.

OH pa3aBUHYJ MIEPCTh — M OXHYJ. [1yOoKo B pebpa kabaHa BOH3WICS KAKOW-TO CTPAHHBIN
JPOTHK.

C nomorpio Hoxa Topak M3BJEK €ro U BHIMBUT B pyube. Hudero mogoOHOrO OH paHbllie He
Buzies. Octpue ApoTUKa uMeso (popMy JIMCTA, HO ¢ KAKUMHU-TO OTIACHBIMHU OCTPBIMHU 3a3yOpUHAMM,
1 OBUIO CHIEJIAHO M3 3aKAJICHHOTO Ha OTHE JIepeBa.

VY Hero 3a CMHOM cpeu epeBbeB nocibimacs cMex. OH pe3ko ooepHysicsi. Ho cMex cioBHO
pacrasn B Jlecy.
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U TOJNBKO TYT O HEro JOIIeN CMBICT HaXxonku. Tak BOT rmovyemy KaGaH BAPYT Harasl Ha Hero!
On BoBce He 0bu1 6071eH. OH 66T TTpocTO paHeH. U yxkacHo ctpagait. KTo-To GecromaHo KecToKui
Y 3JI00HBII PAHUJI €TO U, BOIIPEKU BCEM CBSIIEHHBIM 3aKOHAM OXOThI, HE TIPUKOHYWII, a, HAITPOTUB,
CTaJI mpeciieoBaTh, TOHATH 10 Jlecy, 3acTaBuB 00e3yMeTh OT OOJIM U 3BEPCKU aTAKOBATh JIFDOOT0, KTO
MOMAJETCA EMY Ha Iy TH.

A mockosbKy B 310# yactu Jleca, kpome Topaka, HUKOTO U3 JIIOfIeH, OX0Ke, O0JIbIiie He ObLIO,
3HAUUT TOT, KOMY IPUHAJICKUT JPOTUK, PAHUBIINI KabaHa, HABEpHSIKA B KAUECTBE MIEPBOM KEPTBbI
HECYacTHOTO 3Bepsi M30pas MMeHHO ero, Topaka!
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I'nmasa 10

Topak 3aBepHYJ KyCOK KaOaHbell MEUEHKU B JIUCThS JIOMyXa W CYHYJ CBEPTOK B Pa3BUIIKY
Aepesa.

— Cnacu60 XpaHUTEITIO TUIEMEHH 32 3TY MHUIIY, — IPOOOPMOTAT OH, KaKk OECUMCIEHHOE MHOXe-
CTBO pa3 Jiesial U Ipexe.

Ho BriepBbie B *KMU3HU OH HUKAKOW OJIArOJapHOCTH HE WCTIBITHIBAI. Y HEro Inepej riaa3aMu IMo-
MIPeKHEMY CTOsUT CTapblil MyIpblidi KaOaH, pOIOIIUICS B MPENION JIUCTBE, Ka0aH, KOTOPBIA BCIO HOYb
OXPpaHsT ero MOKOW M COCTABJIST eMy KOMIAHUI. .. VI3 roioBsl y Topaka He 1IN U Te TOJICTEHbKHE
JoxMatble KabaHsTa, MOTepsIBIIKE OTIIA. ..

[TotoM oH, mpuXpambIBasi, BEpHYJICS K OTPOMHOM TyIlle, rpoMo3auBIieiics Ha 3emiie. C HeBe-
POSITHBIM TPYIIOM €My YAaJIOCh MepeBepHyTh KabaHa U BCTIOPOTh eMy OpIOX0, YTOOBI U3BJIEUb BHYT-
PEHHOCTH, HO Ha OOJIbIliee CUJT Y HEero He XBaTHUJIO.

Jlo cux mop camoil KpyImHO# ero g00sr4eli ObUT caMer] KOCY/IH, 1a ¥ TO MPUIILIOCh TIOTOM IEJIbIX
IBa JHS TPYIuTbCs 6e3 ycTasu, 4To0bl 00padoTaTh TYIILy M 3arOTOBUTH NHIIy BIpok. Ho kabaH BO
MHOT0 pa3 OoJblie Toi Kocyau. YToObl Bee clienaTh Kak CleayeT, eMy MOHaJOOUTCs, HaBepHOe, MOJI-
Mecs1a.

A OH He MOXeT 3aepKUBaThCs 3Aech Tak Aoaro. OH J0JKeH nockopee goodpatbes 1o Cepana
Jleca v HallTK CpenCTBO, UCIIEIAIoNIee OT TOU CTpalHoW 6one3Hu !

Ho Bbibopa He Obuto. Camblii JPEeBHUI 3aKOH ITIACHII: €CJTU Thl YOWJI, TO OTHECHUCh K CBOE
J00ObIYuE C JOMKHBIM YBaKE€HHEM, UCTIONB3Ys ee BCIo Oe3 ocTaTka. TakoBbl YCIOBHUS I0TOBOPA, 3aKJIIO-
YEHHOTO JaBHBIM-/IaBHO MeX]y rieMeHamu Jiioaed u Benmukum [Lyxom. Topaky npuaercs Bce cle-
JIaTh KaK TOJIaraeTcsi, ’Ha4Ye Ha ero rojioBy MOTYT OOPYIIUTLCS CaMble HEBEPOSITHbIE Oe/Ibl U Hecua-
CThSI.

Kcratu, HyX)HO 4TO-TO cHefaTh M C PAaHOUW HAa HOTE: ee OKeT KaK OrHEM, M Jake NOXKIb He
MIPUHOCUT HU MaJISUIIero 0OeryeHusl.

V pyubs Topak Halen KyCTHK MbUIbHSIHKH. PacTepeB MOKpbIe JICThsI B CKOJIB3KYIO KaIlIUILy, OH
TIIATeIbHO MPOMBLT paHy. Bob rmpu 3ToM OblIa Takasi, YTO y HEro IaXe CJe3bl Ha I71a3aX BBICTYIIHJIH.
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Tenepb paHy TpeOOBAIOCH HEMMPEMEHHO 3aIlUTh. TOpaK BHITAIIMI U3 PaHIIA HECKOJIBKO KOCTSI-
HBIX UTOJIOK — paHel] B IEJIOCTH M COXPAHHOCTH TaK W BUCEJ Ha BETKE Majayda — v BHIOpA caMylo
TOHKYIO U3 HUX, [IOTOM NOI0OpaJl OIXOASIIYI0 HUTh. Te HUTH U3 CYXOKWUIMIA KOCY/IU, KOTOpBIE OH
TOT/1a clieiall caM, ObUTH IOBOJILHO TOJICTHIE M HEpOBHBIE; BeiHa, yBUIIEB MX, IPE3PUTEIIHHO MOAKATA
ryObl U TYT e BblJIaJIa €My HECKOJIbKO HUTEH M3 CBOETo 3araca. Topaky 3T HUTH MOKa3aJIMCh TOH-
KHMMH, KaK NMAyTUHKH, ¥ OH BOCXHMIIEHHBIM [IENOTOM NooOsarogapui BenHy.

B niepBbIil pa3 MpOTKHYB KOXY KOCTSIHOHM uriol, Topak Jaske 3acTOHaJ OT OOJNM U 3arphbirai
Ha OJHOH HOTe C Topyalle U3 JIOAbUKKHA Uroikou. [Totom, coOpaBIvch ¢ cuiamu, Bee ke craesa
cheayomui crexok. Koria oH 3aKOHUMIT 3aIIUBaTh paHy, cjie3bl Y Hero U3 IJ1a3 JIMJIUCh PyUYbeM.

Terneppb HYXHO ObUIO HAJIOKUTH MOBSI3KY. [l1s1 06e33apaxkuBaHusl paHbl Topak MCHOIB30BAT
KaIllvIy U3 TIepekeBaHHON MBOBOW KOPBI — YK KOPBI-TO TYT XBaTajo! — XOTs OOIBHO OBUIO yKACHO.
3atem rnociieoBaia Msarkas MpoKJIaJKa u3 CBEXKero JpeBecHOro rpuda, a cCBepxy TOHKHUH clioi Oepe-
CTBI, KPENKO OOXBATHIBABIINN HOTY U AEPXKABIIUI BCE OCTATBHOE.

[NokonuuB ¢ 3TUM, Topak MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 BCErO TPsICET Kak B Jmxopaake. bomb Obuta
elle JOBOJIBHO CHITBHOM, HO BCE ke SIBHO YTHXaJa.

Topak OoThICKa1 CBOM OaIlIMaKy — OHU ObLIM TIeperauyKaHbl IPs3bI0, HO COBEPILEHHO IEJbl — 1
OCTOPOXHO HATSIHYJI UX.

«XO0po1O eIle, — AyMal OH, — YTO 3TO JIETHUE OAIIMAKK C MOAMETKOM U3 CBIPOMSITHON KOXHU
Y MATKUMHU OOKOBMHAMU M3 OJICHbEH IIKYPBl — OHU HE CTAHYT JIABUTh HA PaHy».

Ocrartok ApeBecHOro rpuda OH CyHYII B paHell, YTOOBI uepe3 IeHEeK-ApYrol CMEHUTDb TIOBSI3KY.

UYepes neHeK-Ipyrou. . .

Uepe3 ieHek-Ipyroi oH Bee elre OyaeT 3/1ech 00padaTeiBaTh youtoro kadana. Ecim, KoHeuHo,
HEBEIOMBII TpecyIeoBaTes b ero CaMoro He MPUKOHYHT.

Hoxap npekparuics. Bona, crekas 1o JIMCThSIM MBBI, Kanana Ha Tyiry kabana. [Tapouka Bopo-
HOB CJIeTesIa Ha 3eMJTIO, C HaJIeK/I01 TOTJIsIAbIBast Ha JOObIYy. TOpak OTOrHaJI MTHIL TPOYb.

TonoBa y Hero KpyKuiach, epej ria3aMu MeJIbKajid TeMHbIe TsiTHA. TONbKO Tenephb OH Jlora-
AaJicsl, 9TO COBEPILEHHO ocnadelt OT rojofa.

«Paznenka tymm nogoxzaer, — pemmn oH. — CriepBa HEOOXOIUMO TTOECTb».

OH /1aBHO yXe MPUKOHYMIT Te 3arachl, KOTOPbIE MPUXBATHUII C COOOM, HO Terephb Msica y HEro
Oyner 6osee yem focrarouHo. OHAKO HUKOT/A ellle eMy He Oblla TaK HEeTpUsiTHa MBICTIb O MsICe.

BopoHsI 30pKo cieaniv 3a Tem, Kak Topak 3acTaBiisieT ce0si CheCTh OCTaTKM KaOaHbel TIeYeHHN.
Harmutbest KpoBu okazasiocs erie TpynHee. K coxkanenuio, 0onblnas ee 4acThb yxke ycriesaa BIUTaThCs B
3eMJII0, ¥ TeTleph 3Ty OIMUOKY MCIPABUTh OBLIO YK€ HEBO3MOKHO, XOTS TIOJIOOHOE TIOBE/ICHUE OXOT-
HUKAa 1 TPOTUBOPEUMIIO YCJIOBUSIM JIOTOBOPA, YTO HABEPHSIKA IPUHECET eMY HEMaJIble HEIPUSTHOCTH.
UYTtoObl XOTh KaK-TO OIpPaBAATLCS Mepes] yOUTHIM 3BepeM, Topak 0CTal U3 paHIia Yaliky U3 OepecTsl
1 coOpajl B Hee KPOBb, CKONMBIIYIOCS Ha TyIle B siMKax. OH cTapajicst He BCIOMUHATD, KaK J0JTUM
3UMHHM BEUEpOM 3Ty YaIlIKy MacTepu uisi Hero Ocliak, U He AymMaTh O TOM, YTO MbET ceifuac KPoBb
TOTO, KTO CTaJl €My JIPyTOM.

UYUroObl OTOUTH MPOTUBHBINA BKYC, OH HAKPOIIMJI B YAIIKy MOJOABIX cTeOsIel Jiomyxa. A OTOM
— HaKOHEelI-TO! — MPUHSUICS 32 pa3/ieNKy TYIIH.

UroObl TONMBKO OCBEXKEBATh €€, eMy MOTpeOOBaJOCh HEMAJIO BPEMEHH, U ObUIO YKe TOYTH
TEMHO, KOTIa OH C 9TUM MOKOHYMI. OH C TPYAOM pa3orHyJl CIUHY, PYKH HBUIM OT YCTaJOCTH, HOTH
apoxand. OH ObUT BeCh MOKPHIT KPOBBIO, €ro OMJI 03HOO, HACTOJIBKO OH BBHIMOTAJICS. A Ha 3emie
BaJIsJIaCh TOJIBKO UTO CHSITas1 ¢ KabaHa MIKypa, OOJIbIIIe M0X0Xkast Ha IPS3HYI0 BOHIOUYIO Ky4y Yero-To
HeroHATHOro. Ee elie nmpeacTosiio JoJITo MbITh, COCKpeOaTh C Hee OCTATKH Msica U XKUPa U HECKOJIBKO
IHEeHN TyOuTh C TOMOIIIBIO APEBECHOM 30JIbI M KAIIUIIBI U3 KOCTHOTO Mo3ra. [lotoM nmpupercs: BSIUTh
MSICO, pacHIeIUISATh KOCTH, JelaTh PHIOOTOBHBIE KPIOUKU U HAKOHEUHHWKH JJIsI CTPET M MHOTO Yero
ele.

A oH erle gaxe manaiia cede He IOCTPOUIT U KOCTpa He pa3iker, XOTsI CKOPO COBCEM CTEMHEET. . .
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— OpaHoro xenaHusi MaJIoBaTo, — CKa3aJl KTO-TO y HEro 3a CIIMHOM.

Topak B3ApOrHya 1 OOEPHYJICH.

Ho rukoro He yBuen. [TanopoTHUKH BOKPYT ObLIH B YEJIOBEYECKHIA POCT, U TIOJI HUMH JIeKaJia
rycrasi TeHb.

— Tet k10? — cripocut oH. Ml pemuTebHO IMarHyJ Brepen — HO BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OPYXKHE €ro
OCTaJIOCh Y KaOaHbel TYIIH.

U 1yT 0H ero HakoHerl yBuje/. V3 ManopOTHUKOB BBIMJISIIBIBAIIO YbE-TO JIUIIO.

JIntio n3 nucTheB.
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I'maBa 11

sl

CymiecTBo ¢ JMIOM U3 JUCThEB ObUIO HEe 0HO. BTOpoe Takoe e BUAHEIOCh HEMOJaJIeKy.
[Totom etite onHO U enfe. Topak ObUT OKpYkKEH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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