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[Mocne msaTexka, ApUCTOH BeTynaer B Opak ¢ fqodepbio dubaapa Kuccoit u
nepee3xkaeT KuTh B Ko3y. ApUCTOHY KaKeTcCsl, UTO OH CHOBA CUACT/IUB, BEAb OH
HaKOHell MPUOOPENT HOBYIO ceMblo U oM. Ho nMmmnepatop dMuinuii Hapyiaer

MIOKOHM MOJIONION Maphl M "moxuiaer” ApuctoHa k cede Bo aBopell. Bckope, aBrycrt
TOPXKECTBEHHO OOBSIBJIET O CBOEM 3asIBJICHUU - APUCTOH Ha3HAYAETCsl HACJEJHUKOM
npecrona. Ho HUKTO, 1axke caMm ApUCTOH, HE MOJJIEPKUBAET BOJIIO UMIIEpaTopa 1
CUMTAIOT €r0 BHIKMBIIKUM U3 yMa. Bo BTOpoi yacT ApUCTOHY CHOBA MPEICTOUT
OOpOTHCS 32 )KU3Hb U BBIKUTH, UTOOBI criacti Pumckyio Mmmneputro.
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OT aBTOpa

[MpuBetcTBYIO TeOs1, MO Joporoi unraresb. [Ipeke, 4emM Thl HAUHEIIb YUTATh MOIO KHUTY,
Xouy npenynpenuts Teds. Bo-nepBbiX, 3Ta KHUra HUYEro He MponaraHgupyeT U HOCUT UCKJTIOUH-
TEJIbHO pa3BJieKaTebHbIN XapakTep. Bo-BTOPBIX, BCE repor BBIMBIIILIEHBI, U JII000E CXOJCTBO C peallb-
HBIMU JIIOIBMU SIBJISIETCS JIMILIb COBHAJEHUEM. B-TpeThUx, Mpolly 3apaHee U3BMHUTbh MEHs 32 MOE
HEBEXeCTBO B obmactu ucropuu JIpeHero mupa. CoBeTyI0 He TpaTUTh BpeMsl Ha TIOUCK MCTOpUYe-
CKHX OIIMOOK, 3TO BCETo JIMIIh (PaHTACTUKA, a He UICTOPHUYECKUIT poMaH. Takke X0uy COOOIHTh, YTO
BpEMsl, OITUCBIBAEMOE B KHUTE, PABHO MPUMEPHOMY IpaBJieHuIo uMrieparopa Asekcanapa Cesepa.

Ha stom s mporaiock ¢ TOO0M M KeJaio MPUATHOTO YTeHHs !
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IIpoJior

I'ony6oe HeOO 3aTsAHYJIOCh CEpOil MeNeHOM, HalIOMUHAIOIIEN CBUHLIOBYIO JIOXKKY. BbuIO ChIpO,
XOJIOZHO CJIETKA MOPOCHJI MOKPbIA M IPOTHBHBINA [IOXK[b, KOTOPBIM LIEN yXkE€ BTOPOI HENEIIO.
SIBCTBEHHO YyBCTBOBAJIOCH MPUOJIMKEHHE OCEHH. DTO BpeMsI rofja Ka3ajoch CAMBIM OMEP3HUTEIbHBIM
MonoaoMmy Jiernonepy Cukcry daycty, KOTOpbIi ObLI IPUCTABIIEH OCYIIECTBIIATh OXpaHy AJpHaHO-
BOTO BaJa.

Bricokas kamMeHHCTas CTEHA, CIIErkKa MOKPbITasi MXOM U HECKOJIBKO Pa3 MOAABLIASICS PEMOHTY,
IpocTHpaiach Ha HecKosbko Muib (117 kuiaomerpoB) Ha npoctopax bpuranum, Jlonnuauymal'*.
Tam, rae 3eMiTi0 MOKpbIBAJIY I'YCThIE JIECA, HATIOMUHAIOIINE IIETHHY, CO3AAHHYIO U3 MHOXKECTBA ITUJTY-
MOB>* JIETHOHEpOB, OOOPOHSIBIIIMXCSI BO BpeMs1 0051, cTeHa OblIa C/ieslaHa IIPeUMYILECTBEHHO 13 Opé-
BeH. Tawm, re aepeBbeB MPAaKTUIECKH He ObUIO, ¥ 3eMJIs ObLiIa TOJIOM, CTEHY COCTABIISIIIA Oy/IbDKHUKH,
KHPITMYH, a B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax Aaxe IMMHa 1 necok. Mimmneparop Anpuan Yienuii TpastH3* Bouc-
THHY ObUI BEJMKHM YEJIOBEKOM U BpEMs €ro IpaBJIeHUs] CMEJIO MOXXHO Ha3BaTh 30JI0THIM BEKOM.
CKOJIBKO MTPEKPACHOTO OH OCTAaBWJI B HACJIEACTBO PUMCKOMY Hapoay. [ToMrMo 3aBOeBaHMI U IOKO-
PEHHBIX HApOJIOB, MOXHO B3ATh B KauecTBe MpuMepa ToT ke [laHTeoH. DToT G0XKECTBEHHBIN Xpam
BIIEpBbIe ObLI C/ENaH B BUAE KyIOJI00Opa3HOW (pOpPMBI, YTO CUMBOJM3UPYET HAIly IUIAHETY, BECh
MUP, BCIO 3eMJIIO.

JlernoHep BeITep C JMIa KaleabKW JOXAA, KOTOpble HAIUIM BO3MOXHOCTb 3a0pbI3raTh €ro
HA4YKCTO BHIOPUTOE JIMIIO, HECMOTPS Ha KO3bIPEK HA MEJHOM I1LIEME, KOTOPbIH MOKPBIBAJI €10 TOJIOBY.
[TapeHp nocuibHee yKyTaics B TEIUIBIN IJ1AI1 U TOJOXKWII JIaZIOHb HA PYKOAATh MeYa, YTOObl y10CTO-
BEPUTHCS B €T0 HAJIMYUU.

CKBO3b TyMaH, KOTOPbII, BIIPOYEM, U CO3/1aJl MOPOCSIINIA 10K b, OH Pa3IIIsAeN MPHOIKAIO-
mtyiocs purypy. 1o 6bu1 ieruonep Hymepuii [Tyonmid, npyr Cukcra, KOTOpBIN Takke HaXOAUJICS Ha
CTOpPOXkeE BaJa.

— TpeknaToiid Ok Ab, — BMECTO NTPUBETCTBUA cKa3al Hymepwuii.

— Hackonbko g nomHio, Hymepuii, — Hauan rooputh yacoBou Jiernonep Cukcr Paycr, —
MMEHHO ThI TPE3WJI TIOCTYIUTD Ha CITy)0y B VICTIaHCKHIA JIETHOH.

— Ja, Ho...Knanych yectpio Bectanku! §l HE aymai, 4To 371€Ch HACTOJIBKO OTBpaTUTEJIbHAS
oroza.

Hymepuii paccrerayn peMenok nog nogoopoakoM u cHsul uieM. Ero TéMHbie Boioch! ObUTH
MOKpBIMH OT noTa. PaycT riryOoKo B3JOXHYI M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi MOTJa HaOMogasl 3a MoBeICHUEM
coero gpyra Hymepus. Ho Tyt ciyx ero yJoBui 4eu-To Kpuk.

— Cnpimins ? — B3Bo10BaHHBIM T0510cOM cripocuil Paycr.

— Yro? — He nonsn Hymepwii.

— Kaskercs, g cipllan Kpuk.

—I'ne?

— Cyns4 o BceMy, 3a CTEHOM.

Hymepwii 3amep Ha Mecte u Toxke npuciymaics. Ho kpukos 6osbliie He nocaenoaio. Hyme-
pyii NOXKaJ MJIEYaMH.

— Tebe mokazasnock, — ckazan Hymepuii.

— Jymaro, cienyer npoBEpUTb.

daycr 611 HUXKEe Hymepust poctom, o3ToMy eMy HpHUIUIOCh OACTABUTh JEPEBSIHHYIO JIECT-
HHUILY, YTOOBI BBIIJITHYTh M3-32 CTeHbl. Hymepuii HaOmoas 3a TeM Kak My4aeTcst ero MOJIO[OM JpyT 1

*
! Jlonnon

* o .
2 [mym — pUMCKHI TIPOTHK, KOPOTKOE KOIThE.

* o
3" Pumckuii HMIIEPATOP
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YCMEXHYBIIIUCh, 3a0paJl JIeCTHUILY U 3aj1e3 caM. PaycT CMyIIEHHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY M HaYaJl HaOmo-
JaTh 3a IPyTrOM.

— 371ech HUKOTO HET, — Ipokpuyain ceepxy Hymepuii.

daycT nMpUKpbUT JIAJOHBIO T71a3a OT 0K /51, KOTOPHINA Maaaj ¢ Heba U yBUIE JIETSIILYIO CTPEy.

— Hymepmii! — Kpuknyn ®aycr. — Buus!

Ho npexne yem Hymepwuii ycrien uro-im6o cooOpa3uTh, BTOpasi CTpena yke ycreaa IpOH3UTh
ero teso. Hymepuil notepsi1 paBHOBECHE U CBAJIWICS 32 MpeJesibl AJpuaHOBa Bajla Ha TEPPUTOPUIO
IUKHUX BapBapoB.

— Hywmepwii! — CHoBa kpukHya PaycT, HO ObUIO CIIUAIIIKOM TIO3/THO.

Kpuku Bpaxeckoro Hapona yCUJIMIIMCh B KYIIE CO CTYKOM KOIBIT U IIIyMOM YCHUJIMBAIOLLETOCS
JOK]1s1, IPEBPATUBIIMCH B KAKO(POHMIO. DTO OBUIM KEJBTHI**.

daycr puHyscs 3a moAMorou, kpuya Ha Oery: «Kenbtsl! KenbTh!»

Bckope non-narepst 6bU10 yike 3aeCTBOBAHO B KPOBOIPOJIUTHOW OUTBE, KOTOPYIO YCTPOMIIH
opabl BapBapoB. KenbThl yHUUTOXKAIM CTEHY, KpyIla e€ U MOKuUrasi, HOpoBsi TPOOUTD B HEH Opellb.
CorHu OOponaThiX M KOCMAThIX BOMHOB, OZIETHIX B Pa3HbIe OIEKIIbl M MEpeKpalleHHbIe B pa3HbIe
L[BETa, CUHUE, 3€JICHbIE, KPACHbIE, OCA/INJIM BaJl, 3aJIe3as1 Ha HEro U CIIpbIrMBas BHU3. TaM uX kJIanu
NUKYU JlernoHepoB. Ho BapBapoB CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE OOMbIe U OOJBINE, a KUBBIX JISTHIOHEPOB BCE
MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIIE.

Jlernonep Cukcr ®ayct HaOMOAT 32 TPOUCXOISAIIMM U TIOHUMAJI, YTO PUMJISIHE TTPOUTPHI-
BaloT. K Hemy mofommén neHTypruoH v cxBatuil 3a riedo. Ot HeoxxugaHHOCTA CUKCT PaycT BHIXBATUIT
UCITyTaHHO MeY M UyTb He yOUJ1 COOCTBEHHOTO KOMaHIUPA.

— Canuch Ha KOHA M oTHpasisaics B Pum, — ckazan neHTypuoH. — Mbl TepnuM NopaxkeHue,
HAaIlUX JII0JEeN CIIMIIKOM Majio. HyxHa nmomolis oT uMriepaTopa.

LleHTypHOH Mepea MeoyYeK ¢ 30I0TOM B PyKH 00eCKypaKeHHOTO JITHOHEPA U Y371y TPUro-
TOBJIEHHOM JIOIIAIH.

— [Nouemy umenHo 51?7 — Cripocuit JIESTUOHED.

— [Totomy uTO Ha BOWHE OT TeOsI HUKAKOTO MPOKY, — OTBETUJI ICHTYPUOH U PUHYJICS B OOIL.

* o
4 BapBapcmm Hapo/, UX TaK€ Ha3bIBaJIM TraJlJlaMU.
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I'naBa 1. Haciieqnuk mmmeparopa

JlecaTkn paboB CHOBaJM MO HEJABHO MOCTPOEHHOMY JOMY, paccTapisisi MeOesb Mo 3ajiam,
co3faBast yIoT 1 KoMoprT.

Hacrynuno yrpo. Pannee, conHeunoe yrpo. He60o Obu10 M3yMpPYIHO-UMCTHIM, HATOMHHAIOILEE
Sreiickoe MOpe, OMbIBAIOIIEe PUMCKHE TPOBUHLMM, HEKOTa PUHA/JIEKABIINE IPEYECKUM IAPSIM.
B tom umcne u octpoB Kudepa, KOTOpBIil IO HETABHMM HOBOCTSIM OBbLT YHHMUTOXEH B pe3yJIbTaTe
CTUXHMIAHOTO OezicTBHS. JTIomu, KOTOpBIE KM MUPHOM M CIIOKOMHOH jKM3HBIO 1aKe HE MOTJIH U ITpe/i-
CTaBUTb, YTO B OAMH MOMEHT OHU OYyyT JIMILIEHbI BCETO U OTHpaBATCA B Anuf. Bo3M0OxHO, HEKOTOPbIM
U3 HUX BCE K€ YJAJIOCh CMACTUCh, HO TIOKA YTO HUKTO 00 9TOM HE CJIbIIIAL.

Mortozioii 4enoBeK, OAEThI B PUMCKYIO TOTY, CUMBOJIM3UPYIOLIYI0 PUMCKOE I'PakJIaHCTBO U
COBEPILEHHOJIETHE, CTOSI MOCPEIUHE IMKAPHOTO, IPOCTOPHOIO JIOMa, XOTS HE TaKOro IMpoCTop-
HOTO M BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO, KaK JIOM M3MeHHHKa ceHaTopa KopOymoHa, 1 oTiaBast mpuKasbl CHYIOIIEMCS
padam.

VBueB, Kak oivH U3 pabOB HEYKJIIOKE HECET I0POryto aMmgopy, MOJIOAOW FOCIIOAUH MOAOLIENT
K HEMY U MOMOT JIOTAIUTb €€ JJO aTpuyMa.

— Bnaronapio Bac, rocioqvH MO, — IPOM3HEC HEYBEPEHHBIM I0JI0OCOM Pad.

— Jla 6poch Thl, — OTBETUJI BECEJbIM TOHOM MOJIOJOH rocrofinH. — $1 BCE paBHO yMUpalo OT
0Oe31ei1bA.

— l'ocnioniuH, — OKJIMKHYJI TOJIOC C3a/u.

[MTapenp moBepHyncst Ha3ag W yBujen ¢urypy BompHooTHymeHHHKa Octopusi KopOynona,
HEKOr/1a HaXOALIMICS B yCIIy)keHuH ceHaropa KopOyioHa.

— Bama cynpyra npuo0suia.

Mostoz10¥i rOCIIOIMH IIMPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS U BbIOeskas1 Ha yiuiy. OceHHUI XONOAHBIN BETep pac-
Tpenaj KyApsBbIe 30J0Thle BOJIOCH! IOHOIIM, YEM-TO HAIOMUHAIOIINE JIUCThSI.

W3 noBo3ku BbUIe31a (PUrypa AEBYIIKH, 3aBEPHYTasA B TEIUIBIH 1AL U3-TI0]] KOTOPOTO BBIUPA
KPYIJIbIH KMBOT. MOJIOOH rOCOAMH OOHSUT IEBYIIIKY U TOLETOBAN B JIOO.

— 3aueM ThI IpHexasa B Ko3y? — Cripocuit MOJIOAOM FOCTIOOVH.

— OrTOr0, 4TO COCKYyuMIach 1o Tede, ApucToH, — orBeTmiIa Kucca.

C tex nop, Kak ApUCTOH cllac umneparopa 1 Bcio PrumMckyio iMnepuio ot cMyThl, OH CTaJl KUTh
HAMHOTO JTydIne npesxHero. OH 6onblie He ObUT pabOM U IOy YT PUMCKOE IPaK/IaHCTBO B CYJEOHOM
NopsiIKe 3a 0coOble 3aCyTH Tepejl rocyrapcTBoM. MMmeparop BhIENWI eMy U3 Ka3Hbl JEHBIW Ha
CTPOMTENILCTBO HOBOTO JJOMA, & TAKKe MOJIHOCTBIO OIJIaTUJI BCE PAcXo/bl Ha CBa/1b0Y, KOTOpasi COCTO-
sJTach MecsII] Ha3a/l v MoJapui ApUCTOHY HEOOIbIIYyIO (hepMy, KOTOpasi HAXOIMIACh HEMOJaIeKy OT
HOBOro Jioma. Kazanoch 661, ApUCTOH OBUI CUACT/IMB, HO 4yKOMHA HEBOJILHO 3aCTaBJIslIa BCIIOMHU-
HATh O POJIMHE U O OJIM3KUX, KOTOPBIE OCTAIUCH TaM. Eciu B )KM3HM pouTesiell OH COMHEBAJICS, TO B
KU3HM JTIoOnMoro pada AHtroxa Osu1 yBepeH. OH kuB. V OH 9TO 4yBCTBOBQJI BCEM CBOMM UYHCTHIM
1 I0OpBIM CepILEM.

JIBe Heslen Ha3a/| OH 3aHsICS OMCKaMU CBOero apyra. Mimmeparop nocian HECKOIBKO JecsT-
KOB TIOMCKOBBIX OTPS1/I0B, KOTOpbIE UMeJN OOJIbIION OIBIT B po3bicKe Jitoziei. iMneparop crapascs
clesaTh BCE, UTO B €r0 CUJIaX, YTOObI €ro HOBBIM JIpyr OblI cyacTiuBee. M1 ApuctoH Obu1 OiarogapeH
eMy. B Pume npaBuT BOMCTHHY CrIpaBeAMBbINA M BEIMKOAYLIHBI UMIIEpaToOp.

Koraa mononoxénsl 3amm B 1oM, Kucca ckazana:

— Kakoii uyzecHbI 1OM.

— Bouctuny. OpHako OH cTaHeT el yyaecHee, Koraa padbl 3aKOHYAT ¢ ero opopMIICHUEM.

— HeBaxHo, ecTb 1 B HEM MeOe/Ib WM HET, BAXKHO TO, MUJIBII, YTO 3TO HAIl C TOOOH JOM, 1
ThI )KUBEIIb PAJOM CO MHOM.

ApUCTOH pOOKO MOLIEIOBAJ CBOIO CYIPYTy U IIOMOT CECTh JEBYIIKE Ha JIOKE B aTpUyMe.
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— Cnacu60, 4TO OTKa3aJics OT IOJKHOCTU CeHaTopa, ApUCToH, — ckazana Kucca. — 51 He xouy,
YTOOBI Thl CHOBA OBLIT 3aMelllaH B TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX JeJ1aX, 9TO CIUIIKOM OMacHO. YeM MeHbIe Mbl
3HAeM, TE€M JIOJIbIIIE U CIIOKOWHEE KUBEM.

— CosepiierHo TouHO, Kricca, — oTBeTHII ApUCTOH M HamuaI cebe BUHA. — Jla ¥ Kakou U3 MeHs
ceHatop, s Beib a0COIIIOTHOE HEBEKECTBO B OOIACTU PUMCKOTO 3aKOHOIaTebcTBa. OT MEHs TaM He
Oy/IeT HUKAKOTO TIPOKY, JIydIlie st Oyay pAIoM ¢ TOOOH B peOEHKOM.

— IIpok ot Tebs1, oqHako, ObLI, My MOH, — 3aMeTnia Kucca u Kak-To 3MeHWIach B JIMIe. —
N60 vMeHHO THI criac rocyiapsi OT HEMHHYEMOW THOCITH.

— A oH criac MeHs. Bc€ B 3TOM Mupe B3aUMOCBSI3aHO U He TIPOCTO Tak. Ecim Obl 51 He cOeska
U3 JIOMY, TO MeHsI Obl He TIOXUTWIIM nUpathl. Ecii Obl s He monan B JynaHapui, TO He BCTPETU Obl
Te0s1, MoO0Bb Mosi. I BO3MOXkHO, 51 Obl He cTas padom KopOysoHa 1 HM 32 4TO OBl HE y3HAJI, 4TO Ha
umrepaTopa roroButcs 3aropop. 1 yx tem 6onee Hukoraa Obl He noapyxuics ¢ HuM. Ceituac MHe
16, 1 51 y)xe uMer0 CBOE XO35IUCTBO, CBOM JIOM U IpeKpacHylo keHy. S cuactus, Kucca. Yro emie
MOJHO KeJiaTh?

— YTtoObl peOGEHOK poanIIcs 30pOBbIM, — OTBeTHIIa Kuicca u ybiOHyIach.

— 51 yBepeH, 4yTo MOW OTIIPHICK OyZIET CaMBIM 3/I0POBBIM U TAKUM K€ KPACHUBBIM, KaK €ro MaTb.

ApucTtoH cHoBa notiesioBan Kuccy, ToJbKo Ha 3TOT pa3 MoIeTyi ObLT CTpacTHee U JI0JIbIIIE.

K Beuepy paObl HAKOHEII 3aKOHYMJIM C TIEPEe3/I0M M PAaCCOPTUPOBKOW MeOEITH, M MOJIOAOKEHDI
BIIEpPBbIEC IPUCTYIUIIM K Y)KUHY B UX HOBOM JIOME.

Ha ynune nyn cunbHbii Betep. Ero cBucT ObUI CIBIIIEH Aake JoMa. B 3TOT MOMEHT HEeBOJIBHO
AyMaJioch, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIIO CefYac CUIETh B TEMJIOM JIOMe, BO3JIe KAMUHA 1 TIONMBATh MTOAOTPETOE
BMHO, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OBITh HA YJIUIIE, IJIe XOJIOAHBIN BeTep MPOLYBAET BCE KOHEUHOCTH U KOCTH,
a JI0XK[Ib JIbET KaK U3 Beapa.

Ocropuit HaxoaWJICA TOJIE CYTPYTOB CO CBOUM HEM3MEHHBIM KAMEHHBIM JIMIIOM U Modai. Ho
BAPYT KTO-TO MOCTYYaJl B IBEPb.

— NutepecHo, KTo Obl 3TO MOT OBITh, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH U COOMPAJICS yXKe BCTaTh C MATKOTO
J0xa, Ho OCTOpUi OCTAaHOBUII €T0.

—T'ocrioguH, g cam.

— Tl 3a0biBaeIb, APUCTOH, KTO ThI, — ckazasia Kucca u ycMexHynach.

— Tw1 nmpaBa, Kucca, — orBetnn Apucton. — MHe Bc€ emé kaxercs, urto 51 pad. CtpaHHo. ..

— Eciu 1B pad, TO TOBKO MOETO cepala.

APpUCTOH yIBIOHYIICS M TIOKpAacHeN B cBeTe cBeueil. OH MOI0ABUHYJICS K CBOEH BO3ITIOOIEHHOM
Y MX TyObl CHOBA CJIWJIACH B CTPACTHOM IIOLIEJTYe, HACTOJIBKO OHH JIOOWIM APYT APYTa, YTO IEeJI0BAThCS
MOTJIH IEHHO 1 HOITHO. OHM J1aXe He 3aMEeTUJIH, Kak B arpuyM BepHyiics Octopuii. Ho Octopuii Opu1
He ofIvH. BOJBHOOTIYIIIEHHUK MPOKPSIXTEN B KyJIaK HECKOJIBKO pa3 U APHCTOH HAKOHEI OTITYCTHUJ
Kuccy.

INocpenune crosina BbICOKash Mykckasi ¢purypa B ruiaie. YesnoBek ObLI MOKPBIM C HOT' JIO
rosioBbl. Horm ero nokpeIBai KOJKaHbIe Carory, Kakue 0ObIYHO HOCST UMITEPATOPHI.

— OMuuii? — YauBuics: ApUCTOH.

Kucca Hauana BcTaBaTh CO CBOETO MeCTa, YTOOBI MOKJIOHUTHCS, HO UMIIEpaTop KEeCTOM IMpUKa-
3aJ1 el cuieTh. [leByIike penko MpUXOAUIOCh BUAETh uMIieparopa. Eciy cuurath KOMMYeCTBO pas,
KOTJja e MOCYACTIIMBIIIOCH €r0 BCTPETUTh M BOOUHIO YBUIETh, TO JAHHOE KOJIMYECTBO HE MPEBHIIIIAeT
IBYX-TPEX 3a BCIO ee XW3Hb. [la, BIipoueM, Kakblil pa3 OHa CTapajiach yUTH, YTOOBI HE MEIIaTh MY K-
YMHAM ¥ TOJIKOM He BIVISABIBAJIACH B €r0 JIMIO, YTOOBI HE OKa3aTh HEYYTUBOCTH IO OTHOIIEHHIO K
MIPABUTEITIO.

SMUIMH CHSUT KAITIOIIOH ¥ OOHAKIIT CBOIO TOJIOBY. Ero rycThie BOIOChl, KOTOPBIE KOT/Ia-TO ObLIH
KOPOTKOM CTPUKKOM, 0OPOCIIH ¥ 3aBUBAJIMCh BO MHOXECTBO KojiedeK. OH ObUT Ky/IpSIBBIM, KaK TPEK U
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9TO JieNaJio ero e npekpacHee. Ero kapue ria3a ObUTH TYCKJIBIME U YcTaBIIUME. Bopona ke craia
emé ryiie 1 B LIeJIOM BHJ €r0 ObLT BECbMa HEOIPATHBIM, KaK y Oe3apHuKa’* Wi NOMpOIIaiKy.

— Yro ciayumiock? — Cipocust ApUCTOH, BCE €IE CUlisl HA CBOEM JIOKE.

— Hemennenno nogHUMM CBOM 3a/1, — MPUKA3aJl HEOKUIAHHO DMUIUA. APUCTOH HE TIOHSLT, UYTO
MMeEeT B BUJY €ro JPYT, TOI/1a aBI'yCT CHOBA MOBTOPWJI TEM e IMOBEIUTETIbHBIM TOHOM: — TOJHUMUCh
’ke U IOOOUTH KO MHE.

Kucca 3anepBHnuana. ToH aBrycra e€ CMyTUJI U ITOCESI HEXOPOINE MBICIIN IJIs1 ONIACEHUS.
ApwuctoH Toxe He oHsu1. Ho mprkasy nogunnumsics. Korna ioHoma nogomen K MOKpoMy UMIIepaTopy,
OH BOITPOCHUTEJILHO MOCMOTPEJ aBryCTY B IJ1a3a U CTaJl OXKUIATh €ro JTaJbHENIINUX IEHCTBUN.

To, 4To OBbLJIO AaNbIIe HUKTO He 0XuAai. Mimneparop, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH HaJl APHCTOHOM, 3aKJIIO-
YHJI €T0 B KPErKKe OObATHS U YJIBIOHYJICS JETCKOM CUACTIMBOM YJIBIOKOM.

— Kak xe 51 mo teGe ckyuas, MOW MaJiblill APUCTOH, — MPOOYOHMIT KaK-TO HEBHSATHO DMUJIUK.

CrycTst MUHYTY OH BCE e 3aCTaBUII ceOs OTITYCTUTD TEJIO APUCTOHA U TOPAO BHITPSIMUTHCS.

— DMuui, 3a4eM Thl puien? Yro-to cinyunsocs? — [ToBTopri cBoi BOpoc APHUCTOH.

— A THI 4TO He paj MeHs BUIETh? — YIUBUJICS UMIIEPATOP U 10 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHUIO HATyJT
T0-/IeTCKY T'YOKH.

— Pan, Ge3ymHO pan, Ipyr MO, — OTBETUI APUCTOH M TMOXJIONAJ UMIepaTopa Mo miedy. —
Ho B Takylo norogy noBeiuTesio MUpa He Clie/lyeT IOKUAATh npeaessl [lanatiHa, 3T0 MOXeT TII0X0
OTPA3UTHCS HA TBOEM 3[I0POBBE.

— 3110poBbe, 30POBbE, — HEAOBOJIBHO MPOOYOHMI UMIIepaTop. — Jpy3bsi BakHee 370pOBbS,
sicHo? U BooOI11e, y MeHs K TeOe TpeiyIoKeHNe, WK HET — MPOCk0a, a eCIIU Thl OTKAKEIIbCs, TO OyaeT
Y TIPHKA30M.

OMuUIUH yIbIOHYICS.

— 4 cnymaro.

— Jlesio B TOM, MaJibiiil ApUCTOH, UTO € TeX MOp, Kak st oTpyOus1 rooy npenaresnio KopoOymnony,
sI COBEPIIIEHHO HE CIPABJISIOCh C TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMU MOJTHOMOUYMSAMU. AJIpUaH — MO COBETHUK U
npaBasi MOsI pyKa, KOHEUHO, BCSIUECKH IBITAETCS] BO3JIOKUTD BCe 00sS3aHHOCTH Ha cedsl, HO OH cTap!
OH emé MeHs1 HIHYWI, KOrja s ObLT MTIOTKOM. §l cuMTalo, 4To OH He CHpaBIsETCS U €My HYXKeH
MOMOIIHUK. MoOJI0/101 TOMOUTHUK. A MHE JIpYT...

SMUIMNA TOAAMUTHYL.

— Tsl X0uelb, YTOOBI 5 CTAJT MOMOIITHUKOM TBOETO ceKpeTapsi’?

— OH He cekpetapb! — Yemexnyncss Ivunuil. — OH MOXKHO CKasath si, TOJIKO cTapee U ypojl-
musee. Ha HEM 3mxaercs umnepusi. Bee rocynapcTBeHHbIE feiia s OPYYHII EMY.

— A Kak xe ceHaTophbi?

— Cenaropei? I1g. .. He noxayrcs. [ycTs 1 panbiiie rpe3saT 0 BpeMeHax peciyOIuKy, HO TOCy-
JAapCTBEHHBIMU ITOJTHOMOUMSIMH 51 X HU 32 YTO He Hajemo. [1ycTb BOH, pemaioT cyaeOHble JeUIIKH,
12 BOMPOCkl MPOBUHIIMEI. C OCTaIbHBIM CITpaBUMCS Mbl — AJipuaH, s u Thi! Jla 34paBCTBYeT BeMKast
Tpouna! Ypa!

SMUWIMI HAJWI U3 KYBIIMHA, CTOSIIIETO HA CTOJIE, BUHO B MEIHBIN OOKaJl U OBICTPO OCYIIIHT
COZIEPKUMOE, BBITEPEB THLJIbHOW CTOPOHOW PYKH YCBI.

— Jla Kako#l OT MeHsl, MPOK, Ballle aBI'yCTEHIIIECTRO. . .

— T cebst HenooneHnBaenb, ApUCToH. Thl OYEHb YMHBII MaJIbUUK, YBEPEH MPOKY OT TeOs
OyzeT modoJsee, 4eM OT ctaporo nepayHa Anpuana. ToabKo Tl eMy 00 3TOM He TOBOPH.

SDMUHANA PACCMEsIICS UCTEPUIECKUM X0X0ToM. CMeX ero ObLT KpaCUBBIM, 3BOHKHMM, HO CJIHIII-
KOM JIOJITMM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH COLIEN C yMa.

5% o
TO XK€ 4YTO 663)10MHLII/I.
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ApucroH nocmorpen Ha Kuccy. Ta Belpakasia HEIOBOJIbCTBO. Bcem CBOMM BUIOM OHA cTapa-
Jach yOeauTh My’ka OTKa3aThCsl OT JODKHOCTU. Korna DMumnmii 3akoHYmI cMesiTbesl, APUCTOH TTPo-
U3HEC!

— IIpoctu, HO 51 He Mory nokuHYTh Ko3y u yexars B Pum. 31ech Mo ceMbsl, JKeHa CKOpO POIUT,
S JOJIKEH OBITH C HEH.

— Tbl cMeelIb MPOTUBUTHLCS MpHKazy? M3-3a KakoW-TO kEHIIMHBI? — DMUINN CHOBA paccMme-
suicst. — JKeHIMHBI, Ja KTo OHK BooOIe Takue? Bemip, nBrkuMoe umyinectBo! COOCTBEHHOCTh U
6osnee HUYETO.

VBUIEB, KaK MOKPACHEN OT 3I0CTH APUCTOH, DMUJIUI TYT K€ CMEHUJI TOH:

— Jla s momytui. Ycrnokoucs. § cBoo cynpyry Toxe Oe3yMHO JII0OJI0, XOTh OHA M CTepBa.
JlagHo, He Xouenb Kak xouenb. Mo€ 1eiio — NpeayioKUTh, TBOE — OTKA3aThCH.

— bnaromapio 3a nmoHumaHue, MHE OYEHb Kajlb, YBEPEH Thl HaWJAEIIb JIPYroro 4esoBeKa,
HAMHOTO JI0CTOWHEE MEHSI.

— OX, He IyMalo, MaJIbIIIl, — OTBETHJI DMUJIUH MIeYaJIbHBIM rojiocoM. — OOuzien MeHs, a 51 K Tede
eXaJl B TaKyIO /1ajib, B TAKYIO JIIOTYI0 U MEP3KYIO [OrOly, a Thl BOT TaK CO MHOW MOCTYIMJI. ..

— IIpoctu u ciacu6o, uTo Mpuexai, s pax Tede, npapaa. Eciau xovens, octaBaiicsi HA HOYb.

— la-na, KoHeuHo, Garofapio 3a 3a00Ty. ..— MPOOYOHIII MeYaTbHBIM TOHOM DMIJIHM, a TOTOM
y’ke TpoMY€e CKa3ajl: — a He XO4ellb JIM Thl [IOMUTU K BOPOHam ?

— Yro? — [lepecnipocusi ApUCTOH, OH U BIIpaB/ly HUYETO HE YCIbIILIAI.

— Huuero, — orBeTnn o6mxkeHHO dMuuii. — $1 moexast 0OpaTtHO, BO JBOpELL, IPYCTUTh U CMOT-
peTh B OKHO, BCTIOMHHAS HaIIly ¢ TOOOH ApyXoOy. ..

DMWIMHI pa3BEPHYJICS U HAJIe KAIIOIOH.

— ITpocTn. . .— cHOBa MOBTOPUJI APUCTOH M MOTYIWJI B30P BHU3.

SMuMi 3ammarai npods. ApUCTOH, YyBCTBYsI CBOIO BHHY, HE B CHJIax ObUT BepHYThCS K Kucce
Y IIPOJOJIKUTH Tparesy.

— Hoporoii... — nporoBopuia Kucca.

— Kak mMHe cThITHO, — cKa3ain APUCTOH U 3aKPbUI JIMLIO PYKaMHU.

— $I nepenymai, — HEOXKHUAAHHO CKa3aj rojloc UMIeparopa.

SMUIMIA CTOSUT B IIPOXOJIE, HO TOJIBKO HE OUH. P10M ¢ HUMU HaXOAMJIUCh [1Ba IPETOPUAHLIA.

— B3aTb ero 1 oTBE3TH BO ABOPEL, — IPUKA3aJl UMIIEPATOP.

— Omunuii! — KpukHysn ApucToH.

[IperopuaHiibl CXBATUIIM €TO 3a PyKH U CUJIOW MOTAILWIIY [TPOYb U3 aTpuyma. Kucca noassiiach
C JIO)Ka M PUHYJIACh 32 MYKEM.

— Apucron! He yxomu! — Kpnuana oHa u rakana.

OcTopuii OCTaHOBUJI €€, TIEPErOPOIUB TOPOTY.

— l'ocnoka, — ckazana oH. — Ycnokoirech. Mimnepatopy HykHa UrpyIika, ¢ KOTOPO MOXKHO
rourparbcs. Mecsi npoiJ€eT, U OH eMy HaJloecT. by/ibTe MOKOMHbI, IPOILy Bac, BAM HE CTOMT cerlvac
BOJIHOBATbCSI.

— Yomonok, Oyap Tel ipokiaT! — Bpocuna B cepaniax Kucca Benen ummeparopy.

Ocropuii 3akpbul eil poT pykord. Ho Dmwuit yceiman e€. OH BepHY/ICS Ha3al U CypOBBIM
B3[JIS1IOM CMEPUJI €€ C HOT JI0 T'OJIOBBI.

— Kaguna, — ckazan dmwmid. — HyxHo ymeTs aenutbes!

JIuiio ero u3MeHUIIOCH U ctaso aodpee. OH OOHSIT MaJIEHBKYIO IEBYIIKY U BHIOSXKAT U3 JIOMA,
CJIOBHO oxupasi, uto Kricca mobexuT Beiies 3a HUM, Urpasi B CAJIOUKH.

Kucca ¢ HeronoBanueM TOIHY’1a HOrou 1 yiuia K cebe B KomHaty. Mimmepatopa ke oHa HeHa-
BUJIEJIa, CYUTAsk CBOUM COIIEPHUKOM.
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&k

ApucrtoHa Be3nu, mogoOHO TuieHHUKa. OH ObUT TYTO CBSI3aH CO BCEX CTOPOH, PYKH HOTH, BCE.
Haxonucs e OH B MOBO3KE € KpbIIIeil. B TOBO3Ke OBbLIO TETLIO U JOX/Ib, KOTOPBIN JIWJI HA YJIHIIE He
ToMaaa BOBHYTpPb. M TO XOpoIIo, MogyMan B 3TOT MOMeHT ApuctoH. iMneparopa psiioMm He ObLIO.
OH npennoyen exatb Ha KoHe. OTTOTO JIM, YTO HE XOTeJl OCTaBaThCsl OAMH HA OAMH CO CBOMM TakK
Ha3bIBAEMbIM TUICHHUKOM, NOO APUCTOH Haudasl Obl €ro OCyXAaTbh, YIIPEKaTh U MPOCUTH OTITYCTUTh
ero 1 Toraa MU Obl CKOpee BCEero, B CHITy CBOETO JI00pPOro U BeJIMKOMYIITHOTO, a YK TeM OoJee,
MSATKOTEJIOrO XapakTepa HelpeMeHHO Obl MOIEN ApUCTOHY Ha oBoAY. M 4ToObI 3TOr0 He JOMyCTUTh
MMIIepaTop, HEB3Upas Ha XOJIOIHYIO U OTBPATUTENIbHYIO TIOTO/Y, €Xajl Ha CBOEM BEPHOM BOPOHOM
KOHE.

«[Ipocrymurcs Bemp,» — nogyman Apuctod. Ho mmneparop mooun mpoxas. Ero 3amax, ero
YHCTOTY, €T0 IIyM U IPUSATHBIE BOCHIOMUHAHUS, CBSI3aHHbIE C HUM, @ UMEHHO — MsATeX. [la, BO3MOXHO,
M0100HBIE BOCTIOMUHAHU I HOPMAJIbHOMY Y€JIOBEKY MTPUHOCHIIH ObI TOPY TOCKH M, BOBMOKHO, 37I0CTH,
HO He JUIs1 DMUIHSA. DMUIUNA acCOIMUPOBAT MsTek ¢ ApuctoHoM. OH BCE BpeMsl BCIIOMUHAJT KaK
3TOT XpaOpblii I0HOIIA crac ero. Kak BbUIeunI, Kak Jiexkal Ha Tuiede U TUXO corel. Bcio Houb aBrycr
HaOJTIONIAJT 32 CISIIMM IOHOIIEH, N3ydall ero Tejo, ero MPeKpacHoe JIMIIO U 3aBUI0BAJI €r0 KpacoTe.
SOMWIMI B TMPUHLUIE ObLT IOBOJBHO 3aBUCTIMBBIM, HO CTApaJICsl HE MOKAa3bIBATh JAHHBIA MOPOK.
ApucToH OBUI 17151 HETO KPACHBOM UTPYILIKOM, TAKOM, KOTOPOW HU y KOTO HET Ha BCEM OEJIOM CBeTe,
BO Bceit Pumvckoit Umniepun. 1 oH xenait e€ moxBactarbcs niepes] CBOMMHU APY3bsIMU U TIOTAHHBIMMU.

Io nmpuesne, ApuctoHa pa3Bsizaiy 1 noBesu Bo aeopell. Ctosina TéMHasi, 6e310HHas HOUb. W3-
3a Tyd, 3amesieHaBIIMX HeO0o, He ObLIO BUAHO HU 3rv. OIHAKO JOXAb yKe MPEKPATUICS U CIIeayeT
MPU3HATH CTaJI0 HAMHOTO Teruiee. [1o Beceil BEposTHOCTH, U3-3a TOTO, YTO BMECTE € JOKIEM IepecTall
AyTh ¥ CUJIbHBIA BeTep. Bo3MOXkHO, 3aBTpa crie/lyeT kAaTh HAKOHEI OJIarornpusiTHON MOrO/bl.

JIBoperr 611 BcE TeM xke. [IpakTiueckn HIYero He M3MEHUIIOCh C TeX Mop, Kak APUCTOH 371eCh
OBbLT B MOCTICHUI Pa3.

JIBo€ MpeTopuaHIeB JepKajiy ero 1o OOKam 3a pyKd U He JABUTAIUCh. Bripouem, ApHCTOH He
HaMepeBaJicsl HUKyAa coeratb. OH ObLT YOEKAEH, UTO DMUIMI CKOPO €ro OTIYCTHUT U 3TO «CKOPO»
IO ero pacyéTam JOKHO ObUIO HACTYNUTD YKe 3aBTpa.

DMUHIA OBICTPO Tepeoesicsl B UMITEpAaTOPCKOe TIIaThe U BHIIIE B BECTUOIONb K TUICHHUKY.

— Brl ¢cBOOOIHBI, — CKa3aJl DMIWINA.

JIBoe mpeTopuaHIIeB, KOTOPBIE Jl0cene AepKalu ApPUCTOHA, OTAAIM PUMCKHUI CATIOT B 3HAaK
MOYTEHUS U 3alllarajiy Mpoyb.

APpPHCTOH YKOPU3HEHHO CMOTpEN Ha MMIIEpaTopa CHU3Y-BBEpX (M3-3a CBOETO POCTa) U KJall
OOBSICHCHUI.

— Hy uTo TBI Tak Ha MeHs1 cMoTpuIb? He coOupatoch s riepen To00i U3BUHSATHCS U UTO-TUO0
OOBSICHATD. $1 — MMIIEpaToOp, MOSI BOJISI — 3aKOH.

APpUCTOH 3aKaTWJI IJa3a M B3IOXHYJI, MOHSB AJIs ceOs1, YTO ¢ UMIEepaTopoM OECIoe3HO CIo-
puTh, OO OH BCE paBHO OyNeT CTOSATh Ha CBOEM. VIMriepatop B MpUHIIMIE HUKOTJA HE TIPU3HABAT
CBOM OIIMOKH M OTTOrO C HUM HUKOTJA M HE CHOPWIM. DTO TO K€ CaMOe, YTO CIIOPUTH C JEPEBOM,
BCE€ paBHO OHO TeOsI He YCIIBIIINT, TaK ke, KaK U DMUINN.

— Xouenib 51 TeOe mokaxy cBou aopen? — Cipocui DMUIMN U OKUBHIICS.

— Her, a1 Xo4y 10MO#i, — OTBETHJI APUCTOH ¥ HAXMYPUJICS.

— O, g 3HaJ1, 4TO TBOUM OTBET Oy/IeT MOJOKUTEbHBIM! — HapoyHO MpoITycTUB clioBa ApHUCTOHA
MUMO yIIIel TPOAOKIIT uMmImiepatop. OH B35 €ro 3a pyKy 1 OBICTPBIM IIArOM HAITPaBUIICS TIO 3aJTy. —
CHavana s mokaxy Tebe Xpam Moero npeaka BoxkecTBeHHOro ABrycra, KOTOPBHIM pacroiaraercs
Mexnay [lTamatuaom u Kanuronuem. Tam mepes XpaMoM CTOUT OrpO-0-O-MHasl CTarys AIOJIJIOHA,
BbicoTON B 50 (pyToB! OT Takoll HEBEPOSATHOM BHICOTHI Y HENOAIOTOBJIEHHOTO YE€JIOBEKa KPYKUTCS
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rOJIOBA ¥ TMOJKAIIMBAIOTCS KOJIEHKH. 3HAElllb, KAXKETCsI, YTO ITO TUTAH CTOUT HaJl TOOOH, MypaBbeM, 1
HOpoBUT TeOs pa3naButh. Ha [Manatune Takxe Haxogurcs Xxpam @optyHsl Cero JIHsI, TaM yCTaHOB-
JeHa crarys MuHepBbl, padoTsl camoro Guausi!..

— DM, DMWINHT, — TOMBITAJICS TIepeOUTh ero ApPUCTOH.

— Hy uto eme? — HegoBoNMBbHO cripocuil UMMepaTop. — 3Haelllb, MaJIbIII, s TEPIETh He MOTY,
Korga MeHs nepeduBaot! He Oyap Tl MOMM JIydIiuM Apyrom, st Obl HEIIPEMEHHO OTpYOmI Tede
TOJIOBY.

ApUCTOH 3aMOJTYaT M Ha BpeMsI 3a0bLT O TOM, UTO XOTeJI CKa3aTh. [ ofoc uMmneparopa OblT TAaKUM
CTPOTHM U CEPbE3HBIM, a B3IJIS/] TAKAM CYPOBBIM M T'PO3HBIM, UTO Ka3aJIOCh, OH U BIIPABJLY XOYET €ro
Ka3HUTb. YBU/EB 3aMEIIATeNIbCTBO JIpyra, DMUIMNA TYT K€ CMEHWJI TOH U YK€ JIACKOBEE IMOBTOPHUI
CBOW BOMPOC:

— Hy uro?

— Tebe He kaxeTCsl, YTO THI BHIOPAJT CIIMIIIKOM HETIOAXOsAIIee BpeMs il SKCKypcun? 1 umero
B BUJly, UTO celyac — HOUb, DMUIUN.

— Ara, 6onmbcs? [Iymaenib, B 3T0 BpeMsl CYyTOK M3 3arpOOHOr0 MHpa BBIION3A0T OpPKU? —
SOmMumid pacxoxotaics. Ero cMex sxoM otpasmiicst 00 TEMHBIE CTeHBI ITycTOro jBopiia. — He Ooics,
1 TeOs 3anury !

— Her, — orBeTnn cepb€3HbiM TOHOM ApUCTOH. — [IpocTo s ymuparo ot ycranoctu. Moxer,
nepeHecém nporyiky no [lanaruny Ha 3aBTpa?

ApUCTOH IEMOHCTPATHBHO 3€BHYII.

— Ma 6pock ThI! Beero nuimnb noiHoYb. S cerogHsi MpOCHYJCS BO BTOPOW MOJIOBUHE JHS, S
BbIcriajics. S He xouy cnatsk. [loatomy, nomwm ryasars!

SOMuuil Opoci ApUCTOHA CTOATH B KOPUAOPE U MOOesKaT, NUIENas CAaHJATUSAME IO TEMHOMY
kopuzaopy. bes gaxena u ceueil.

— Jlo-0-0-r0-0-0-Hs#! — Kpruan dmumnmii.

APpUCTOH TOJIOKWIT PYKY Ha JIMIO U CHOBA 3aKaTwui riaza. OH gaxe He coOupasicst OexaThb 3a
uMmneparopoM. BmecTo 3Toro oH pa3BepHyJICS U MOCIEA0BAN B OHY U3 3aJl IBOPLIA, IJ€ FOPe CBET.
3aiiig B KOMHATy, OH YBUE Jiexkallero Ha koBpe 6enoro kora. OH JIeHUBO OOJIM3BIBAI JIAITy U TIO
BCEW BUAUMOCTU COOMUPAJICS KO CHY. APUCTOH IPUCEN Ha KOJIEHKHM M Hayall Jjackath KoTta. Kot ObLt
MOKPBIM OT COOCTBEHHBIX CITIOHEH U TEMIBIM. CBOUM HIEPIIABBIM SI3bIKOM OH OOJNM3HYIN PYKYy ApH-
cToHa ¥ 3aMypibikail. FOHoma ynpiOHyscsi. XOTh TOT KOT M 3aCTaBUJI €T0 MPHUIATHCS HENPUSATHBIM
BOCITIOMUHAHUSIM.

— Hpasurca? — [locaplinaincs KeHCKU roioc 3a COMHOM.

APHCTOH OTITyCTUJI KOTa U mocMoTpen Hazaa. C3aau cTosiia HEBBICOKAsk MOJIOfasl JEBYIIKA,
MOYTH OJHOTO Bo3pacTa ¢ HUM. E€ TEMHO-pbIKME BOIOCH ObUTM COOpaHbl B BHICOKHMI XBOCT, a Ha
rOJIOBE BO3BBIINIAJIACH 30JI0Tasl IMajeMa, MOKPHITasl APArolieHHBIMU KaMHSIMHU.

— l'ocnoxa, — TONMBKO U cKa3an APUCTOH.

[Tepen HUM cTOsiIa cama cymnpyra umiieparopa — YpcyJia.

— He Ootics, — ckazana Ypcyna, 3aMeTuB HCHyr B 1a3ax ApucroHa. — Ero 3oyt ['oparmi,
Xopoliiee uMsl, He TIpasja Ju?

— Jloxs! — HeoxnmaHHO MOCIBIIIAICS TOJIOC DM,

APpUCTOH TYT K€ TIOOHSUICS C KOJIEH U KOT yOexasl B aTpuyM. Ypcyna Obula OJHOTO pOCTa C
Apucronom. OHa pa304apOBaHHO MPUKPBLIA JIUIO PYKOM.

— Ero 30ByT —Kannatwuc! — Ckazan IMumii. — YJOBOIBCTBUE 51 OT HETO MOJIyYalo TOYHO TaKOe
e KaK OT TOW BOJIIEOHOW TPABBI.

SOMuUHA ObLT MOKPBIM OT TIoTa. OH CTOSUT M TSIKeNOo Aplmat. HakoHer oH mocMoTpen Ha Apu-
CTOHA Y TIPHIITY PUJICS.

— 51 He MoHsA, a MoYeMy 3TO Thl He MOOeKaJl 32 MHOW?

— ¢ Gexan, HO 3a0MyIUIICS M TTOMAN CIOfIa, — OTBETHJI APUCTOH U YABIOHYJICSA YpcyJe.
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VYpcyna yemexnynack. Torna DMuinil ocMOTpeST Ha CBOIO CYIIPYTY.

— Ckyunble Bbl! — Ckazayl DMWIMI U 3aX0WI IO KOMHATe. — YpcyJia B MPOLUIbIA pa3 cKazalia
MHE TO ke camoe. XOTsI OHa XUBET 371eCh YKe oueHb MHOTO JieT. To y Heé€ rojioBa OOIUT, TO KUBOT.
AJpuaH TOXe O MHOW HE XOUeT Urparb, crapuk KatoH tem naue.

DMUIHANA HATYN TYOKU U CAeIall IPYCTHOE JIMIIO.

— Myx MO#, Korja Thl YK€ HaKOHell IOB3pOcCiieelilb, — 3aMeThIa Ypcysa U MoAoNLIa K DMU-
0. — BmecTo Toro, 4to0bl UTpaTh ¢ yTpa A0 Bedepa B AETCKUE UTPbI, JIydllie Obl JeJIOM 3aHSLICS.

— Jlenom mycTh BOH, MOM TIOJJaHHbBIE 3aHUMAIOTCS, — OYpKHYJI HETOBOJIbHO nmIepatop. — Muaue
IUIs 4ero oW MHe HykHbl? Padsl Mmou. U Tem Ooee, ApraH HETUIOXO CO BCEM CIIPABIISETCS.

— 3HauuTt, AJlpUaH BCE JKe CIIPABJIAETCS C BO3JIOKEHHBIMU Ha HETo MOoJTHOMOoYM MU ? — Cripocuit
€XUJHO APHUCTOH.

— Her, vet! — OtpuiiaresnibHO 3aMaxasi pyKaMu v roJIOBOUM UMIIepaTop. — S He 3TO XOTell CKa3arh.
dyx, 3amyTanu Bl MeHs1 00a!

VYpcyna nocMoTpena Ha APUCTOHA U YJIBIOHYIach. MBICIIEHHO OHM COYYBCTBOBAJIU JIPYT APYTY
Y CMEsUTUCh HaJl UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Kopoue, — mponsHéc Dvunmii. — 3aBTpa s1 COOMPAIOCh YCTPOUTh OYEPETHYI0 BEUYCPUHKY.

— B yectb uero? — Cipocust ApUcToH.

— HeBaxHo, y HEro Kaxaplii eHb MOJOOHbBIC BEYEPUHKH, — OTBETUJIA MIEMIOTOM YPCyJia U yCMeX-
HYJIaChb.

— ... Ha ceil BeuepuHKe 5 BBICKAXYy CBOIO BOJIO. A cefiyac crnath! — DMUWINI XJIONHYJ B
nanomm. — Karon! Karon! KaroH, crapas Tel 3aHUIIA, T/1e TeOs HOCUT?

— Wny, uny, Baie cusatenbctBo! — [ocnpiiancs ctapueckuil rofioc U3 KOpuaopa.

Uepe3 HECKONIBKO CEKYH[ B 3aJle CTOsJ1 HEBBICOKMI CTapuK B JJIMHHOM ILUIaThe. Pyku ero
MIOKPBIBAJI HECKOJIBKO TiepcTHer. Bosock! Obutn cepiMu U peakumi. JInio Hauucto Beioputo. OH
MOKJIOHWJICS Y CTIPOCHIL:

— YT0 CciyunIiocs, Balle aBrycTeiiecTso?

— Boigenu 10CTOMOYTEHHOMY TOCTIO TTOYMBAJIBHIO U TIPUCTaBb K HEMY BEPHBIX M TPOBEPEHHBIX
paboB. U obparaiitech K HEMY C TaKUM K€ MMOYTEHHEM, KaK M KO MHE. DTO MOW JIy4Illuil Ipyr,
MMEHHO eMy s 00513aH KHU3HBIO.

— O, — axnyn Karon. — Pazymeercs, gomunyc. Beé cnenaio, Kak Bbl TpUKa3asiu.

— JloOpoii Houun TeOe, MajbIill APUCTOH, — IIPOTOBOPHIT JTACKOBO DMUJIHIA U OOHSLT IOHOITY Ha
IMIPOILIaHKE, TIOCJIE YEro OH U €ro CyNpyra ylaaujuch.

&k

CnanbHylo, KOTOPYIO BBIICIMIM APUCTOHY, CTOPOKHJIM JIBOE IMpeTopuaHiieB. Uto ObUIO
JOBOJIBHO YITUBHUTENIHO, CJIOBHO APUCTOH ObLJT CAMUM MMIIEPATOPOM WJIM XOTsI Obl IIPUXOAUIICS POII-
CTBEHHMKOM aBrycty. Ho oH 61 0OBIYHBIM (pepMepoM, OBIBIIUM PabOM, MOJKHO CKa3aTh, BOJIBHOOT-
nymeHHuKoM. [Tokou ObuTH, CIieayeT MpU3HaTh, He MEHee BEJTMKOJIEITHBI, YeM y CaMOro UMITepaTopa.
W vemynpeno, Benp IMuimii ckazai: «M oOpaiaiitech K HEMy C TAKMM Ke MOYTEHUEM, KaK M KO
MHe». HaBepHoe, mogaHHbIe BOCIIPUHSIIN 3TO CJMIIKOM OYKBaJbHO.

YTpoM B KOMHATy BOIUIM HECKOJIBKO paObiHb. OfiHA M3 HUX PACHITOpPWIA TEMHBIE IITOPHI,
3amycKasi B KOMHATy COJTHEYHBIH CBET, pyras — pacCTaBJisiia Ha CTOJIE SICTBA. APUCTOH CKMHYJI C ceOst
TEIJIOe OfIesyIO U YIBIOHYIICA. V160 yTpo moucTrHe ObII0 BOTIIEOHBIM M HeBEPOSATHBIM. OH TIOCMOT-
peJ Ha TIOTOJIOK U YBUJIEN HApHCOBaHHbIE OpXKer. Buepa oH Ha HUX, pa3yMeeTcsi, He ycrena oOpa-
TUTh BHUMaHWe. Ha cBeXylo TOlOBYy HaxJIBIHYJIM BocOMHMHaHUsA. [lepesa rmazamu nosiBuiics: o0pas
®rnopel. E€ ManeHpKkOE CMYTJIOE JIMYKKO, €€ MUJIBII HOCUK U PO30BEHbKHE MyXJible IyOKku. Kazaoch,
YTO TaKasl JIEBYIIKA OTIIMYAETCS] HEMOPOYHOCTHIO M CAMO OJUIIeTBOpeHue 1oopoaeTenu. OaHako, 310
JIMIIb Ka3aJ10Ch. .. BCE 3TO BUE BHEITHUI B30p, BHYTPEHHUH ke ObUI CIIet.
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C. Pobuncon. «Hacnennuk umriepatopar»

APHCTOH TyT ke MepecTas yisioaThes. 3a 00pa3oM AeBYIIKU mosBuiics o0pa3 Kpeona. Apu-
CTOH CiKaJl KyJIaK{ M MTOKpacHe oT 3710cTi. Ho Koraa nocMoTpen B OKHO KpacHOTa JIMIa MTHOBEHHO
TIPOIILJIa, ¥ OH CHOBA YJILIOHYJICSI KpaeM Tyo0.

— Hakosnen-to sicHast noroga, — cka3ajl ApUCTOH.

— Ha, — oTBeTnna oHA U3 padbIHb, T4, YTO MOCTapIIe U nocmeree. — CeroaHs dyiecHasi moroja.
Bavske K TONAHIO COBETYIO MOWTH TYJISTh B Cal.

APpUCTOH TIOOHSUJICS C KPOBATW M MOJOIIEN K OKHY. Ha ynmuiie xogumu padbl ¥ 3aHUMAJIHCH
KaKOKN-TO HeomnpeaeeHHoN padoroi. M mpetopuanibl. Kak MHOTO 37€ch rBapjieiiies, CJIOBHO, 3TO
HE JJBOpELl, a CaMblil HACTOSLIMI TpeTopUuaHcKkuii kopryc. CuiibHbIe TApHU, B BEJTMKOJIEITHBIX JI0CIIe-
Xax. B Jy4yax yTpeHHero cojHIa OHM Ka3aJIMCh €UIE NpeKpacHee. BhICOKME KpacHbIE ITIOMAXU U3
NepbeB, METAUUINIECKUE KUPACHI, ITyPITypHbIE TYHUKH, IJIAIIN, KAJIUTH, TOAOUTHIE TBO3ISMH, KOTO-
PbIMU COJIZIATHI CTYYaJIH MO MOIIEHHBIM TporaM. ApUCTOH OblT B BocTopre. OH Jaske UM MO3aBUIO-
BaJI, MO0 XOTEJ TOXKE OKA3aThCs TAK CKa3aTh B POJIM IMITEPATOPCKOTO I'BapAeiiia, YTOObI Ol TUTh BEC
JOCTIEXOB U BEC OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, MOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO OT MPETOPUAHIIEB 3aBUCHT CyIb0a NMIIEPUH
U cynp0a caMoro umneparopa. B ux pykax JekuT KU3Hb aBrycTa, OHM 00eCTIeUYMBAIOT HEOOXOAUMYIO
oxpaHny ¥ nopsiiok. Hy pasymeercsi, moydaioT 3a CBOIO CITykO0y JOBOJIBHO MPUITMYHOE KAJIOBAaHbE, a
MOMHUMO 3TOTO TOJI3YIOTCST OOJIBIION MOMYJISIPHOCTHIO Y KEHIIHH.

IOHoma npekpatui cBou pa3MblliuieHHs], cHOBa BcrioMHUB 0 Kucce. Kazanock, oHa siBisiercs
HEKMM OaphepoM WJIM I'PaHbIO €ro pa3MBIIUIEHUH, KOO KaXAbIH pa3, MOAyMaB O YEM-TO TIOPOYHOM
Y HEJIOCTOMHOM OH BcrioMHHaz e€. Ha 1mee Bucen BCE TOT ke KPaCHbII KyJIOH, MOJAPEHHBbI eMy B
aynaHapuu. OH BBITAIWI €r0 U MOLIEJIOBAJL.

«HyxHO BO3Bpamarscsi,» — mogymaa ApUcToH.

3aKOHYMB 3aBTpaKaTh, APUCTOH peli BBIATH. OH NOCTyYas ABaXIbl B IBEPh U €My OTKPBUTH.
JIBoe MpeTopUaHLIEB MOYTHTENBHO IMPOMYCTMIA MOJIOAOTO TOCIOAMHA, 3aKpblBasi 32 HUM BBICO-
KHe iepeBsHHble qBepu. [locMoTpeB 1o cropoHaM, ApUCTOH YBUJIEN MIYLIErO HABCTpeUy CTapuKa
Katona. KatoH cemeHW SHEPruUHON TIOXOAKOHN U YIIBIOAJICS.

— T'ocionua ApuctoH, — pactsanyn Karon. — [lo6poe Bam ytpo!

— U 1ebe, — orBeTr1 ApuctoH. — [ie ummeparop?

— Bcé em€ usBosmt nounBarb, — OTBETHI KaToH. — He *kesnaere Jiv oceTUTh TepMBbl U OTIOX-
HYTb?

— Brnaropapio, Ho 51 OB XOTeN oTrpaBUTLCS B KO3y, k cynpyre. [lepenaii, moxanyicra, ummnepa-
TOPY, 4TO 51 OTKA3bIBAIOCh OT €0 MPEAJIOKEHHS U /111 MEHSI CEMbsI CTOUT Ha NIEPBOCTENIEHHOM MECTE.

APHCTOH CaMOBOJIBHO HAIlpaBUJICS 110 KOPUAOPY K BBIXOY, OCTaBUB cTapuka KatoHa Haequne
co ceouM 3amernaresibctBoM. Ho Tyt Katon crioxBarmiics. OH JOrHan MOJIO0rO TOCHOAMHA U aKKYy-
paTHO 3aMETUJI:

— Ho ero aBrycreiiiecTBo 3arnpeTusio BaMm MOKUIATh IPEAEsbl JBOPLIA.

APHCTOH OCTaHOBUJICS.

— OH npukaszan He BblltycKaTh MeHs? — CIpociil YIUBJIEHHO MOJIOAOM FOCTIOIMH.

Karon kuBHyIL

«U croBa meHs HeBonAT. CHOBa s pad. Koraa xe 3to npekparurcsa? O 6oru!»

IOnoma nonpocun Karona rnokasarb, rae HaXOOUTCS cal U PEIIvI MOAOKIATh IPOOYKICHHUS
aBrycra Ha 4ucToM Bo3ayxe. Ha ynune crosiia no3aHsisi OCeHb, CKOPO JOJKHA MIPUNATH 3UMaA.

Otapixas B caty, APHCTOH 3aMeTHII TEMHYIO (purypy. D10 ObUT My’KUMHa, JIeT ectuaecsta. Ho
HECMOTPsI Ha CBOM BO3PACT BHIIJISIE] OH SHEPIUIHBIM U NIOJHBIM cvil. Ero TéMHas ¢ cequnoi 6opoaa
ObL1a KECTKOM ¥ MPsIMOM. Boockl moACTprkeHbl Ha PUMCKUIA J1ajl. B3 Obul XUTPBIM, CYPOBBIM,
CMeJNBIM U cTponTUBbIM. OH pa3roBapvBajl C MpeTopuaniieM. BugHo ObUIO, YTO STOT YENIOBEK YeM-
TO HEJIOBOJIEH U 00ecriokoeH. OH HIMPOKO KECTUKYIMPOBAI M THIKAJI TPETOPUAHILY MAJIBLIEM B JIUILIO.
[IpeTopuanelr CMUPEHHO OIMYCTUJI TOJIOBY BHU3, SIBHO UYBCTBYS ceOs1 HEIOBKO.
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C. Pobuncon. «Hacnennuk umriepatopar»

Hakowern, MyxurHa MaxHyJI pyKOW Ha IPETOPHAHIIA U OBICTPBIM IIArOM HATPABUJICS B CTOPOHY
ApucToHa. APHUCTOH BCTaJI CO CKaMENKH, He 3Hasl, KaK BECTHU ceOs repe]l HEeM3BECTHBIM T'OCIIOIUHOM.
Myx4rHa 3aMETWI I0HOIILY ¥ OCTAaHOBUJICA. JIMIIO €ro BCE elE BhIPakaylo HEJOBOJIBCTBO.

— To1 em€ kTo Takoit? — SI3BUTENBHO cripocki My )kurHa. ['010c ero 61 TpyOBIM, HU3KHMM, BHY-
1AM yBaxeHue. Haxonsch nojjie Hero HeBOJIbHO YyBCTBOBAJIOCHh €0 IPEBOCXOCTBO, Ka3aJI0Ch,
YTO OH MOBeNuTeh MUpa. CTaHOBMIIOCH KAaK-TO HEMPHUATHO, OOSI3HO, XOTEJIOCh MOCKOpee YUTH OT
9TOrO YeJIOBEKa M He HAXOMUTHCS PSIOM C HUM, a YK TeM OoJiee He BUIETD ero JIUIIA.

—41...q, — 3anmHasich Havas oTBeyath AprcToH. OH M caM yAMBUIICS CBOEW TPYCOCTH U poOO-
cru. U TyT e mpokimHai cedst 3a CBOE MOBe/IeHNE. — APUCTOH. ..

— KT10-k10? — CHOBa CIIPOCHJI BCE TEM K€ TOJIOCOM MY>KUHMHA.

— ApUCTOH, JIpyT aBrycTa, — OTBETUJ APHUCTOH, IBITAsICh TOBOPUTH YETUE U yBepeHHee. — OH
TIPUTTIACHIT MEHS K ce0e B TOCTH, BO JJBOPEIL.

— A-a-a...— IPOTAHYJ My’KUMHA U €XUJHO ycMexHyJics. — Kyprusan us nmynanapus Junsnapa?

— Her, — otBETMIJI APUCTOH M MOTYIIWJI B30pP BHU3.

— Hy Kkak ke, — MpogoJIKUII I3BUTh HE3HAKOMBIN My X4nHa. — $1 3Ha10 0 TeOe Bc€. Thl KypTH3aH,
I'PA3HBINA, BOHIOUMI BOJTYOHOK, KOTOPBIN 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUE JEHEKKH MOJCTaBIISIET eMy CBOU 3a/l U
ynoJeTBopsieT B noctenu. Ckaxu emi€, 4To 3TO He TaK, He0Opa30BaHHBIN ChIH TOpOATON IILTIOXH,
nonpoOy# yoenuts meHst! Anpuana! [TpaBylo pyKy umMriieparopa, ia 4To TaM MpaBylo. 5 v eCTb BlacTh.
Ecnu b1 He 51, UMIIepuy MPUINET ObI KOHeIl. A KTO Takoi umneparop? Tako ke COCYHOK, KaK U ThI.

— 41 ne kyptuzan! — IIpepBast Anpriana AprctoH. OH ObUT KPAaCHBIM OT 3710CTH. BeHbl Ha pykax
HaOyxJu. — §] moyHONpaBHbIN TpaxkaaHnuH Pumckoit mnepun, cbiH Apuctuia u AHaCTacuu U3 poaa
Excennmpos! { He Mo3BoIIO Tak ¢ cOOOH pa3roBaprBaTh, 51 yBaKalo BaC U MOIPOIILY MPOSIBIATH yBa-
KEHHE U KO MHE.

— K 1e6e? YBaxenue? Xa-xa, J1a 1 CKopee Kpbice OTIaM PUMCKHIA CAJTIOT, 4eM Tebe, TpsIZHOMY
KypTu3aHy, Oyly OKa3bIBaTh MOYTEHHUE.

— Jla kak Bb cMeete! — Hayasm ApucToH, HO TYT e 3aMojTyall, Korja AJpuaH IpUCTaBUI K €ro
IJIOCKOMY KMBOTY KUHXKaJI.

— YroOw! k monaHIo TedsI yKe 37ech He ObUTo, — mporrenTan Anpuad. — MHaue, KISHYCh, yKe
CerofHs TBOE KypTH3aHCKOe TeJio Oy/ieT riaBath B Tuope.

Anpuan yOpan KUHXKaJ ¥ HApaBUJICS MPOYb. APUCTOH JIMXOPAJ0YHO CIIOTHYIN. Karenbku
nota Onecrenu Ha ero 4ene. U cné3 Toxe. HeBeposiTHoe GpeMsi 0OMIbI HABAMIIOCH HA €r0 TIICUH.
Hecmotps Ha ero 3aciyru nepen Pumckoit iMriepueii oH Be€ emeé HocuT Kiieiimo pada. KypruzaHa.

APpHCTOH pelm AoXJaTrbesa umieparopa B arpuyme. Bmecre ¢ Katonom. Katon HepBHMYAN
1 BCE BpeMsl 1o0a puBal MOJIOAOTO rocrogrHa. OT4ero-to ApiucToHy ceiiuac He XOTeslIoCh TYJsTh
IO IBOPILY, YTOOBI CHOBA HEHAPOKOM BCTPETUTHCA C AipraHoM. Heyxenu DM qymaet, 4To OHU
CMOTYT YKUThcs, pabotast BMecte? Kakoii adcypa, momyman B 3TOT MOMeHT ApucToH. [la Anpuan
Mpy OO0 BOBMOKHOCTH TIOTIBITAETCS €70 YHUUTOXKHUTD, @ KTO Takoi ApuctoH? Hukro. Beero numb
yyXke3eMell B UyXkJI0i eMy CTpaHe.

Bpems ysxe moaxoausio K NOJAHIO, HO TIOBEJTUTENh MUPA BCE €€ HaXOQUJICS TIO]] BIACThIo Oora
Mopdest*.

APpUCTOH BCTaJI C JI0XKA ¥ HAIIPABIJICS K CriajibHe umneparopa. KatoH mocnenv 3a HUM, 4ToObI
octaHoBuTh. He ycrien ApucCToH 3aiiT B KOPUJOP, KaKk DMIIMN B yPIYPHOU TOTE YiKe IIET K HEMY
HaBCTpeuy, Jiepka B pyKax 0eJsioro Kora.

— O, ApuctoH, — ckazas Imumuid. — [Jodpoe yrpo!

SDMUIHIA OITYCTUJT KOTA HA MPAaMOPHBIN TIOJI M OOHSUT ApPUCTOHA 3a TUICUH.

5 Bor cha
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— HoOpsIil 1eHb, — MOAIPABUI HEJJOBOJILHO €ro ApUCTOH U OCBOOOAMIICS M3 KPENKUX OOBATUN
nMrieparopa. — Hy’HO noroBopurs.

— Xouers oropoputb? OtimaHo! [ToroBopum ¢ T060ii ceroiHs Ha BEYEpHHKE, a ceiuac mpo-
CTH, MHE HY’)KHO 3aKOHUUTb KOE-KaKue Jea.

MmmniepaTop JIeroHbKO TONKHYT APUCTOHA B TUIEUO U OBICTPBIM IIarOM HAITPABUJICS MTPOYb.

— Dmwmuit! — Bpocun emy Besieny ApUCTOH.

— Yto? — Cripocut ero DMUJIHA, OCTAHOBUBIIIHMCH TOCPEIN BECTHOIONIA.

ApPHCTOH MOJOIIEN K HeMY U 3aMsiyicsi. OH MOTYNUJI B30p BHU3 M HE 3HAJI, KaK CKas3aTh JIPyry
00 yrpose Anpuana.

— Yero bl OoMIbCs, Tymma Mosi? — JIacKOBBIM TOHOM CIPOCHJT UMIIEPATOpP U MPUTIONHSIT TIa/I-
KM TOO0OPOIOK APHUCTOHA HABEPX, BCTPETUBIIUCH C €ro TOTyObIMU TJIa3aMH.

— OTnycT MeHs IOMOi1, — IPOrOBOPUJT TUXO APHUCTOH.

— Tl UTak JOMa, — OTBETUII UMIIEPATOP U YJIBIOHYIICS.

— DMWIUH, NMOXaTyHicTa. . .

— Wpém, — ckazan DMunii 1 B3s1 APUCTOHA 3a PYKY.

Pyka umneparopa Obl1a X0JIOAHON U MOKPO#. UTO ObLIIO JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO.

SDMUIMNA 3a11araji mo Kopuaopam, Besis 3a coO00i cBoero apyra. ApucToH ObLT 00eCIOKOEH.
Mpiciu 00 Anpuane He JaBajii eMy Mokost. M 9To ObUIO CITMIIKOM 3aMETHO, XOTh APUCTOH U IBITAJICS
TILATEIbHO CKPbIBATh CBOE UCTUHHOE COCTOSTHUE.

Jloii1s1 10 BBICOKOM JePEBSHHOM IBEpH, DMUIUN OCTAHOBUJICS M OTITYCTUJ APUCTOHA. DMUTUT
MOBEPHYJICS K I0HOIIIE U 0OBEJ €ro MajblieM HECKOJIBKO pa3, COBEpIIasi KAKOM-TO 0OpsiI.

— Teneps TbI 60T, — CKa3aT DMUIIVIA U YJIBIOHYJICA.

3areM OH pacnaxHyJl qBepy U APUCTOH yBUEN Tiepe]l co00i orpoMHBIH 3aj1. CHavasia OH Jlaxke
He 0OpaTil BHUMaHMsI Ha TO, YTO OBUIO BHU3Y, OCJIETHYB OT BEJMKOJEIHs (PPECOK, MOKPHIBABIINX
CTEHbI 3TOTO 3aJ1a U MOTOJOK.

— Ipencrasisiio TBOEMY BHUMaHUIO — Pum!

ApUCTOH OIYCTHJI 7132 BHU3 M YKacHYJICs. MHOKECTBO MHUHHATIOPHBIX IOMOB M COOPYKEHUH,
pumMckuii Bua, Konmmseit, xpampl, [TaHTEOH, MOIIEHHBIE IOPOTH U IEPEBbs, BCE ObUIO 3/1eCh, HA Jepe-
BSHHOM ToTy. Terepb ApUCTOH MOHST, YTO MMEJN B BUY UMIIepaTop, Koraa Hazeai ero 6orom. OH
1 BrIpaBay ObUT OOTOM, CMOTpUTEJIEM HaJl BEIMKOW M MOTyIecTBeHHON Pumvckoit Mmnepueii.

— Hpasurca? — Cipocuin DMuinii, yBueB BOCXHUILEHUE APUCTOHA.

— Yr0 310?

— Moit mup, — orBeTM1 uMIiepatop. — VMIMeHHO 31ech s BbIpoC, urpast B ropogku. Panblie,
KOHEYHO, BCE 3TO HAXOAWJIOCh B JOME MOMX POAMTEJIEH, HO CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO JIET $I ITpUKa3aJl Iepe-
BECTH BCE 3TO BO JBOpeEIl. 3/1€Ch MPOIIIO MOE JETCTBO, MOsI IOHOCTb. .. 31ECh MOM JIpY3bsl, HACTOSALINE
Apy3bsi, KOTOpbIE HA pa3y He MpeAaBaiv U He Aenand O0JIbHO. 31eCh MOS CEMBbSI.

OMwimi BeITall U3 [lanaTHa HECKONBKO JIEPEeBSHHBIX (PUTYpPOK, BHIPE3aHHBIX B (hopme
YeJIOBEUKOB U OJIETHIX B PUMCKHUE OJEIK/IbI, U TIOKa3aJl UX APHCTOHY.

— 3Haelb, — Ha4YaJ TOBOPUTh IMUIIUM, X0 BOKPYT ropoaa. — OmHakpl, KOrjua MHe ObLIO
MIPUMEPHO CTOJIBKO K€ CKOJIBKO M TeOe, 51 HapricoBasl pucyHOK. C3aiy prCyHKa sl HAITUCAN ONKMCAHUE.
Sl HaprcoBaJT 1 onKcasl MAEaTbHOTO APYra, KOTOPOTo 51 ObI XOTeN UMETh. §1 ymMall, eciii st BCE BpeMst
OyIly MPeACTaBISATh €ro B CBOMX MEUTAaX, TO OH KOrAa-HUOYAb MaTepuan3yeTcs. DTOT Apyr ObUT cMe-
JIIM, OTBAKHBIM, CUJIbHBIM, MY)KECTBEHHBIM, C HEBEPOSITHO TOOPOM M YMCTOM Jymioi. .. [lpyra, KoTo-
pbiii Bceraa OyzieT psiioM, KOrjia MHE TUIOXO M KOT/Ia XOPOIIO. DTOT APYT He OyIeT JIbCTEIIOM U JIKe-
1I0M, MII1a BHITOAY B JIpy’k0€e CO MHOM, HE UCTIONB3Ys HAIIIM OTHOILICHUSI B KOPHICTHBIX 1ieisix. OH Oyzer
APYXUTh CO MHOM JIMIIIb TTOTOMY, YTO JIOOUT MEHsI TaKUM, KaKOB s €CTh. — DMIINIA OCTAaHOBHJICS
HAIpOTUB CyHAyKa M mpucen. — M HuKkorma He OpocuT MeHsl, 4ToO Obl HU CITyInIoch. — OH OTKpPBLT
CYHJIYK Y BBITAIIIMJI OTTY/Ia CBEPTOK MepramenTa. — U s cTaj mocTeneHHo BepUTh, YTO TOT IPYyT CKOPO
TMIOSIBUTCS1, CTOMT JIMIITb TIOIOKAATh. — DMIJIMIA MOJHSUICS C KOJIEH ¥ MEJJICHHBIM I1arOM HaIPaBHJICS
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B cTopoHy ApuctoHa. — U s sxpan. Il roxsl, HO 51 He 3a0bIBaj ero. S 3Hai, YTO OCTAIOCh COBCEM
HEMHOTO, U 51 C HUM HaKOHel| BCTpeuych. — ol 1o ApUcToHa, DMUINI octaHoBWIICA. — U 4 ero
BCTPETUJL.

SOMUIMIA pa3BepHYJI MepraMeH U Mokas3ay ero Apuctony. ApuctoH oHemell. Ha pucyHke Obu1
M300paxEH YesloBeK, HEBEPOSTHO MOXOKMI Ha ApuctoHa. Te ke r71a3a, pyKku, Te ke BOJOCH U YTO
emE Oosiee yAMBUTENBHO — Ha IIee BHCEJ KPACHBIN KYJIOH, KOTOphIid eMy nopapuia Kucca. Mbicib
O TOM, YTO PUCYHOK OBUI ClIeJlaH He/IaBHO, cpa3y ke Obula oTpuHyTa. [lepraMeHT ObUT CTapbiM, a
n300pakeHre efBa He CTEPIOCh. 3HAUUT, DMUIHANA BCE MpeacKa3an?

— 41 He xouy, YTOOBI TH yXOAWJ, APUCTOH, — MPOMODKMII CEPbE3HBIM TOHOM DMUMA. Ero
B3IJIs1/1 OBbUT TeYasIbHBIM M YCTaBIIMM, KaK TOIZA, KOTJa OH MPUIIEN K ApPHCTOHY JoMou. — Benp y
MEHS COBCEM HET Jpy3€eil.

Apucton Huvero He otBeTws. OH M BOpaBay He 3HaJ, YTO cKazarh. OH MOOUT DMuusi, HO
Kuccy on moout cusnpHee. Kucca omHa, oHa sKeHITMHA U He CMOXET KUTh 0e3 Hero, el Hy)KeH 3aIluT-
HUK, My’)KYMHA. A y DMIWIKSA BO JBOPLE HA KAXAOM YINIy CTPA)KHUKU U BEPHbBIE MTOJAHHbIE.

SOMUIMIA He CTall A0okuaaTbesl otBeta. OH npuriacuil ApUCTOHA ¢ HUM TOUIparh, ¥ 3Ta Urpa
3aTsHyJIach 0 caMoro Bevepa. Tenepb NOHSTHO, KAKUMH “TOCYJapCTBEHHBIMU JIeJlaMU” UMIIepaTop
Bc€ Bpems 3aHAT. Ho B OCHOBHOM, cujisi 32 Urpord, ApUCTOH M DMWINNA Pa3roBapuBaIu. IMUIIHIA
BCE BpeMsI IIYTWII U BecerJ ApUCTOHA, BCJIEACTBHE Yero I0HOIIA 3a0blT O CBOEH Mevanu, KoTopas
HACTHIJIa €0 YTPOM Tocjie pa3roBopa ¢ AgpuaHoM. Kazanock, 3TOT 4eoBeK MOXET IIYTHTh OecKO-
HEYHO, MPUYEM IIyTKU Ka3aauch OECCMBICIEHHBIMUA U BOZMOXHO IJIYIBIMHU, HO U3 YCT 3TOTO Yeso-
BEKA OHU Ka3aJIMCh HEBEPOSITHO CMEIIHbIMU. [IpnuéM, OH He pacckasbiBal aHEKJOThI, HET...OH pac-
CKa3bIBaJl CBOM, Ka3aJIoCh Obl, MPOOJIEMBI, HO PACCKa3bIBa UX TaK, YTO OHH Ka3aJIMCh 3a0aBHBIMH.

bmmxke k Beuepy, Korja KosnecHuna I'enmoca yxe MOYTH 3aKaTWiIach 3a TOPU3OHT, DMUIUNA
M0XAaJI0BAJICS HA TOJION U MPEJIOKRUI APUCTOHY MepeKycuTb. BMecTe oHM HanpaBUIMCh Ha KYXHIO,
I7ie yKe C yTpa KHUIIIeIU ABOPIIOBbIE MOBapa M TOTOBUJIM €1y Ha BEUSPHUM Y)KUH, HA KOTOPBIA ObLIH
MIPUTTIALIEHBl PUMCKHUE BEJIbMOXKU U JIOJKHOCTHBIE JIALIA.

ApoMar cTosis1 HeBEpPOATHbIA. DIMUIIMI B35 IOAHOC C IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIMU CaXapHbIMU IHAPOXK-
KaMH U OBICTPBIM IIIArOM IOMBITAJICS CKPBITCS C TaK HA3BIBAEMOrO MecTa MpecTyIUleHHus. Apu-
CTOH paccMestics oBeeHuio apyra. Cneayer 3aMeTUTh, YT0 APUCTOH JJaBHO TakK HE CMesuIcs, Kak
cerofnsi. B mociennmii pa3 emy ObLJIO Tak ke Becelso, Korjaa oH kui Ha Kudepe, BMecte co cBoum
OpyruM AHTHOXOM.

HachITuBIIMCh BKYCHBIX MUPOKKOB, UMIIEPATOp U APUCTOH BHIIUIM B call. B cagy Obuto mpo-
XJIATHO, TIOTOMY DMMWJIMI Haesl CBOM TEIIbIH IU1alll Ha IJIeYd ApUCTOHA.

— He crour, — mporoBopui ApucCToH.

— He otkaswiBaiics, — oTBeTrI IMuMi. — Thl TAKOH Xy/I0¥ 1 CTAOEHBKUI, YTO JIETKUT OCEHHUI
BETEPOK MOXKET MOryOUTh TBOE 3I0POBbHE.

— IMocmotpu Ha ceOs1, DMUINH, — cKa3al APUCTOH U YIBIOHYJICA. — Thl HAMHOTO Xy/iee MEHs.

— ¥V MeHs POCTO TaKOe TEJIOCIIOKEHUE !

— Baie aBrycreiimectBo, — nocsbiiiascs rojoc Karona czaau. — I'octi npuObLIH.

— Uném, — ckazas DMuinii U MpUOOHSUT APUCTOHA 3a TUICUH.

HaneB Ha rosoBy 30510Ty10 1uaziemMy, BbUIMTOIO IO JIABPOBBI BEHOK, UMIIEPATOp BBIJISIEN
MOVCTMHE MOTYILECTBEHHbIM YEJIOBEKOM. A KOKAHBIE CAllOrW U IypIypHasi Tora MpUIaBalId €Iié
OOJIbIIIe BEJTNYECTBA.

UroOsl APUCTOH HEe CMYIIAJICS, DMUIMK 3alIeN B 32Ty BMECTE C HUM. YBHJIEB UMIIEpaTOpa,
TOCTH TYT K€ TMOKJIOHWJIUCh €My, a Te, YTO ObUIM CONAaTaMu — OTJAIM PUMCKHIA camoT. Ha Bpems
ApUCTOHY MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TOCTU OTAAIOT €My YeCTb, & He UMIIEPATOPY U HE CMOT C/IEPKaTh YIBIOKH.

— Bynpre 3apaBsl, rocnona! — BOCKIMKHYI IMUIHNA.

— Busar mneparopy! — B yHHUCOH OTBETHJIM IOCTH.
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SOMuMi 000IIEN UIMHHBIA CTOJ M OCTAHOBHUJICS] BO3JIE TOTO JIOXKA, IJIe CU/IENA ero MpeKpacHast
keHa Ypcyna. Psyiom crosit BepHsiii ciyra KatoH u Boccenan 6ecCMeHHBIN COBETHUK AJIpHaH. . .

ApUCTOH BCIIOTEN U CHOBa 3aHepBHUYAI. HO Haxomsch psAoOM ¢ ApyroM, OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOst
YBEPEHHEE U 3AIIULIEHHBIM.

SMWIMI yKa3al Ha MEeCTO psoM ¢ codoit 1 ApucToH cei. Tocie yero 3a cTon craiu mnpuca-
JKUBATbCS U TOCTH, KOTOPbIE MPUOBLTN HA YXUH. Cpesin rocteid ObUIM CEHATOPBI, TIO3THI, 3HAMEHHUTHIE
aKTEPBI, BOGHHOCITYKAIIle ¥ HEKOTOPBIE TOCYIAPCTBEHHbIE TOJKHOCTHBIE JIMIIA, BPOJIE TIPETOPA.

VYpcyina nouenoBaia CBOETO Myka M CIIPOCHJIA:

— I'me o1 OBLI?

— Bech nenp urpan ¢ ApuUCTOHOM B TOPOIKH, @ TIOTOM MBI TIOIUIA TYJISTh, — YECTHO OTBETHII
SMUIMIA U IPUCTYIWII K Tparese.

AnpuaH BCE 3TO BpeMs CMOTpeJl Ha ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH Jiesiajl BUJ, YTO HE 3aMeYaeT ero, Ho
Aaxe OTBEPHYBIINCh, OH BCE PAaBHO OIIYIIAJ €ro B3I

— Barrie aBrycrefiniectBo, — HakOHeIT cliepKaHHO Mpou3HEC Anpuad. — [103BOJIBTE MOMTIOOOITBIT-
CTBOBATb, & YTO, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUM CTOJIOM JIeIaeT KypTu3aH?

VYpcyna oTopBanachk OT €1kl M BOIPOCHTEIBHO IOCMOTpeNa Ha AJlpuaHa

— I'me ata mumoxa? — C raeBoM cripocuiia Ypcysa v Havyasia 03upaThCesl BOKPYT, CXBAaTUB B PYKY
cepeOpSHBIN HOXK.

— Twuie, Tuine, Ayma Mosi, — yCIOKOWI €€ DMWINNA. — 371eCh HeT HUKAKUX KypTu3aHoB. Eciu
THI KIMeeIb B BUYy APHUCTOHA, TO Thl He NpaB. OH He KypTH3aH U HUKOrAa UM He Obi1. M BooOme! —
SDMUIANA BCTAJI € JIOXKa ¥ MOoAHsT Ookas. — [ocnoma! — O6paruiics oH k roctsiM. — [1o3BosbTe mipej-
CTaBUTb BaM MOETO JIYUIIIEro Jpyra — ApucToHa! — DMuIni NOaHsI APUCTOHA C MECTA U MOJNIOKUII
PYKy eMy Ha 1uie4o. ['ocTu 3aMoir4any ¥ HOCMOTpesid Ha ApUcToHa. APUCTOH He 3HaJl, YTO cerlvac
AyMaIoT O HEM 3TH JIIO/IW, JIAIA UX O HEBO3MYTUMBIMH. — DTOT XpaOphIii IOHOIIIA CIIAC MHE KU3Hb
BO BpeMs MsTexa. IMeHHO eMy Mbl Bce 00s13aHbI. §1 monaraio, JOay JOJKHBI 3HATH UMsI CBOETO
reposi. ['eposi, KOTOPBIH cTiac He TOJBKO BaIlero JJI0OMMOTO MpaBUTeis, HO U Bcio PuMckyto Mmnepuio
oT mpenaatebckux Jarn KopOynona! Beimbem ke 3a AprictoHa. [onrux jier eMy Ku3HU, aMUHb !

— BuBar Apucron! [lonrux ner emy xu3Hu! — Heckosbko pa3 MOBTOPUIIN TOCTH.

APHCTOH He CMOT cliepKaTh CaMOJIOBOJIBHOM Y/IbIOKH. EMy ObL10 6€3MepHO MPUSTHO. MU
yIapui cBOi OOKas 006 OOKam ApUCTOHA U OBICTPO OCYIIWII CofiepkuMoe BuHa. OJHAKO, UMIIEPATOP
He cobupacs cagutbest. OH HaOpas IETKKe BO3AyXa M CHOBA 3arOBOPHII, JOKIABIIUCH, KOTJA TOCTH
CTUXHYT.

— VBaxkaewmsle rocnofga! — 3aroBopus 3BOHKMM TOJIOCOM MMIIEpPATOp. — Bbl OCBEOMIIEHBI O
MOEM HecyacThe. — APUCTOH MOCMOTpE Ha DMWIHs, TBITASICh MOHATh, YTO OH UMelN B Buay. — K
COXaJICHUI0, OOTM TIOKApaJId MEeHsI 32 I'PEXH, COBEPIIIEHHbIE B MOJIOAOCTH M BCJEACTBUE ITOTO s HE
MOT'Y IMETb JIeTel. — DMUIUIA HAPOUHO CIeJIall May3y, JaBasi TOCTSIM [T0COYYBCTBOBATh UMIIEPATOPY B
ero rope. — Ho cityunch 4to co MHOM, UMIIEpHIO HEe Ha KOTO OTCTaBUTh. VIHBIMU CIIOBaMU, MHE HYXEeH
JOCTOMHBIN HacAeqHUK. TOT, UTO CMOXET 3aMEHUTh MEHsI B CTy4ae MOEil KOHUMHBI.

— Jla 3amuTAT Bac 60Ty, Ballle CHATEILCTBO, — 3arOBOPMII AJIpUaH M BCTaJI CO CBOETO MeCTa. —
Bce Mbl ynoBaem Ha MUJIOCTb OOTOB, UTOOBI OHH HE JIMIIIMIIN CBOUX PaOOB CBOETO JIIOOMMOTO MMIIe-
paropa. ['oBopsi 0 HaclieqHUKe, Bbl, 0€3yCIIOBHO, MBICIAINA Pa3yMHO U CripaBeanBo. OIHAKO, HETb3s
TepATh HAJEKy, BOZMOXKHO, BCE elé ecTh ImaHc. JInbo, MOJTHOMOUMs MOXKHO Tiepe/iaTh TOMY ke
neiictByiommemMy CeHaTy, KOTOpble HE OCTaBAT MUMIIEPUIO HA MTPOM3BOI CYIbOBI, JIMOO. . .HACTIEA0BATh
BJIACTh Y€JIOBEKY, KOTOPBII JABHO BaM TPeNlaH U yXke JI0JIroe BpeMsl CIIYKUT U UCTIONHSET rocyaap-
CTBEHHBIE TTOJTHOMOYHSI.

TocTu B 3HaK coracys 3aKMBajIM rojioBaMu. Bee oHM moHMMany, K yeMy KJIoHUT Axprad. OH
XOTeJ1, YTOOBl IMEHHO OH CTaJl HACJIeIHUKOM Tpectona. Bee 3Hamu, 4to AjpraH NMpeKpacHoO CIpaB-
JISIETCSI C TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMU OO0SI3aHHOCTSIMU U YTIPABJISIET CTPAHOM, KOTIa UICTUHHBINA MTPABUTEIb C
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yTpa /10 Beuepa pa3BiiekaeTcs. AJlpuaH ObUT MyAPBIM, CHUTBHBIM U OIBITHBIM. FIMEHHO Takoro mpaBu-
TeJIs PUMJISTHE XOTeJH BUICTb.

— Bo3MokHO, — Tpookun AJipuaH, — 3TO Balll APYT, JIyUIIAA IPyT, KOTOPOTO BBl 3HAETE C
JIeTCTBA M B €T'0 BEPHOCTU Y BAaC HET COMHEHHS.

— Jla...— mpoTsHyI DMWINK 1 yIBIOHYJICS, CMOTPS Ha AjipriaHa. AJlpuaH YJILIOHYJICS B OTBET. —
ViMeHHO TIOSTOMY s IPUHST pelieHre. — Bee 3amomuanu, okuaas BOMIO MPaBUTENIs. — YBakacMble
rocriofa U cusaresibHble OTLb!! Bel cBUneTenn Mmoero 3assienusa. Karox!

— Jla, Baite aBrycreiiectso?

— 3adukcupyit MO0 BOJTIO MMCBMEHHO U BeJi 0OHaponoBath. Haciennukom umriepatopa [as
Tubepust dust IMuUnsi ABrycra Ha3HaYaeTcsl. . .

Bce 3aTannm qpixanue, HUIKTO He CMeJT POM3HECTH HU CJIOBA. DMUJIMIA HAPOUHO Ciesial MHTPH-
ryoryio nay3y. Bece Momya 3a Hum HaOmonam. OH MOTHSIT Maiel] BBEpX U 3aKMYPHIICS.

— OMmuii? — AKKypaTHO CIIpoCHl APUCTOH.

SMUIMIA TOYECaT HOC U BBITED YCHI.

— YuxHyTh XOTEJ, — OTBETUJI UMIeparop U yiabiOoHycsa. ['octi yemexHymch. — Mtak, Ha3Ha-
qaercs. ..

— Hy xe? — He Bbinepxan Aapuan. OT BOJTHEHHS OH C:KUMAJT METHYIO JIOKKY B PYKe.

SDMWIMI CHOBA 3aMOJTYaJl ¥ TIO/IHSUI Tajiell BBepX.

— Hasnavaercsa A...— cran nomorarb AzipuaH.

— A...— IOBTOPWJI UMIIEPATOP BCE CILE Aepika MaJel] BBEPX.

— AJl...— IPOJOJLKWII AJIpUaH.

— Anmuxu! — HakoHell YnxHyJ1 DMUIMT 1 ObICTPO MPOJOIKII, — APUCTOH!

Tocty ormymmTeTbHO 3apyKOIJIECKAIIH, XOTS U He OYeHb IIOHUMAJTH PellieHue umIieparopa, Ho
MIEPEYUTh er0 BOJIA HE CTAJIH.

Jliony noHsM OOKaJIbl U BRITWIN 32 APUCTOHA. DMIUTUN cell U MPUCTYIII K Tpare3e. Apu-
CTOH U AJlpyuaH ObUIM CUJIBHO yIWBJIEHBI, ]a UTO TaM YIUBJIEHBI — IIIOKUPOBAHKL. YPCysa TOXe.

— Cynipyr mMo#, Hy’HO IIOTOBOPUTb, — CKa3ajia YpcyJa.

— Hy He ceiiuac, conHIe, — OTBETHI DMUIUNA C HAOUTBIM PTOM.

— Ceituac e, — mpormriena Ypcyna v 00JIbHO CXBaTHJIA €ro 3a IJIeYO.

— Hy nagHo, uny, umy, — HeIOBOJILHO TpoOypUa MUK U BCTAT U3-3a CTOJA.

AnpuaH ToXe TOIHSIJICS CO CBOET0 MecTa M OPOCHB HEHABHMCTHBIN B3IJIsIT HA APUCTOHA, OBICTPO
TOCJIEI0BAJT 32 UMIIEPATOPOM U €0 5KEHOM.

APHCTOH BOMPOCUTETFHO TIOCMOTPENT Ha PSIIOM CTosimiero KaroHa u moiy4ym1 B OTBET JIMIIIb
cradoe ToxaTHe TUICYOM.

&k

Vpcyna ocTaHOBWIACH B KOPUIOPE U OTIYCTUIIA DMUIIHS. DMUIANA HAXMYPHIICS U TIOTJIa U TO
MECTO Ha pyKe, 32 KOTOPOE ero skeHa O0JIbHO Jiepxaiia. AIpuaH MocMOTpell Ha YpCyity, PeJoCTaBHB
MIEPBOE CJIOBO €.

— Tt ¢ yma comién? — Hauana HakoHel[ Ypcysa CBOMM 3BOHKUM rojiocoM. — HasHavare Hacres-
HUKOM TIpecTosia utmHa’*?

— Ha em€ u kypruzana! — C oTBpalieHueM ckasayl AJJpraH U CKPeCTUI HeJJOBOJILHO PYyKHU Ha
Tpyad.

— 3HauuT OH KypTU3aH? — YAUBWIACH YPCYJIa U elllé CUIbHee MOKpacHesa OT 3JI0CTH.

— Jla 3amomuute Bbl 002, — 000pBaJl UX UMIEpaTop. — S yke AaBHO TyMasl 00 YCHIHOBJICHUH U
ApUCTOH camasi TOAXOASAIIAs KaHAUIATypa Ha POJib MOETO OTIIPhICKA U HACJIETHUKA TIPECTOA.

[ I'peka
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SDMUHNA c/Ieall CepbhE3HBIA BUI U COOpasICs YXOAUTh, HO TYT YpCysa ero CHOBa CXBaTHJIa 3a
PYKY U TIpIKajia K cTeHe. Boirmsgeno, BpoueMm, 3T0 I0BOJIbHO KOMUYHO. Hu3eHbKast Xuiias AeByIKa
Y BBICOKMI CUJIbHBIN MY:KUMHA — [IPABUTENb CAMOM MOTYIIIECTBEHHOW B MUPE UMIIEPHU.

— T kaxeTcst 3a0bL1, Oarogapst KOMy Thl CTajl IMIIEpaTOPOM, — MPOIIUIeNa Ypcya, CMOTPs
SMUJMIO B IJ1a3a.

Ml HepBHUYaT. O0 9TOM rOBOPUJIM KarelbKy 1MoTa, OJeCTeBIIMe Ha ero JIMIIe.

— Tsl MOXeIlb TaK e JIMIIUTHCS BIACTH, KaK M TMOTy4rII €, — TPOJOJIKIIIA TOBOPUTH YpCyra. —
ApucToH — He OyJeT TBOMM CHIHOM HH IPU KaKMX OOCTOSITEIbCTBAX, MHAYE, KIISIHYCh, 51 TeOs yHU-
YTOXY.

— l'ocnoxa, — OKJIMKHYJ €€ AJIpUaH.

VYpcyna npunuia B cebs ¥, IepecTaB AepkaTh MU 32 TOTY, OTOILIA Ha3a.

— ¢ Tebs mpenymnipequia, Cyrpyr MOU.

SOMUIMIA He 3HaJI, YTo cKa3zaTh. Ceiluac OH UyBCTBOBAJ ceOsi COBEPIIEHHO OECIIOMOIIHBIM.
Anpuan u Ypcyna NOKJIOHWIKCH U YIILT OOpaTHO B 31y, K TOCTSIM, OCTaBHB MUMIIEPATOPa OIHOTO.

ApucToH, YBU/IEB, KaK PUOIMKAIOTCS Ypcyia ¢ AnpuaHoM CHOBa 3aHepBHUYAJ. KaTtoH Heno-
yMEHHO TIocMOTpent Ha Hux. Korma Ypcyna m AnpuaH 3aHsUIM TIpeXHee MecTo, OHM 00a Opocuin
HEHABHCTHBIN B3MJIsA]] B CTOPOHY ApuctoHa. Kazanock, 4To oHM ceituac OpocsiTcs Ha Hero, ogoOHO
BOJIKAM Y Pa3OpBYT B KJIOUBSI.

— A e nmrnieparop? — OCTOPOXKHO CIPOCHI APHUCTOH, B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Bmecto oTBeTa ApriaH KMHYJ Ha HETO TaKOM B3IJIs, KAKMM OOBIYHO CMOTPAT Ha YMCTBEHHO
OTCTJIbIX. APUCTOHY CTAJIO HEJIOBKO.

— Unémre, rocrionut, — nporentan Katon Ha yxo ApUCTOHY, Tak, YTOOB X HUKTO HE YCIIbI-
Il

ApucToH OBICTPO BCTAJ M HE3aMETHO, HEe TIPUBJIEKast K ce0e BHUMaHMsI, HAITPABUIICSI BMECTE C
BOJIbHOOTIYIIIEHHUKOM MPOYb U3 IIIYMHOTO 3aJ1a, e TOCTH ObLIH yXKe U3PSAHO TbsTHBI.

— I'me vt ? — Copocust ApUCTOH, 03UPasiCh BOKPYT.

Karon Havan XxoauTh 0 KOPUAOPY, 3aryisAbiBast B KK YOl U OVH U3 YIJIOB OKa3aJics He
mycT. ApycTOH nojoiien k Karony u yBuaen cuasmero Ha oy uMieparopa. iMnepatop, nogorayB
1oj1 ce0s1 KOJIEHKH, CUJIeNT HA MPaMOPHOM IOy U JIMXOPAJOYHO MOITIAKUBaAI OOPOY, CMOTPS B CTEHY.
3amMeTHB MPUIIEANIero ApPUCTOHA, OH TYT K€ BCTAJI U HAaYaJl TIOAIPABIISAThH CKJIAAKH CBOEH TOTH.

— Yo ciyumiiocs? — Cripocust ApuctoH. Jliist Hero ObUI0 CTpaHHO, uTo KaToH BOT Tak mpocTo
CTOUT U OE3AENCTBYET, CIOBHO OH BUAMUT UMIIEpaTOpa B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM He BIiepBble. M Tak OHO U
obU10. KaToH yacto Buen nMrieparopa TakuM, OH 3HAJT IPUYKHY, 3HAJ UCTOYHUK €r0 HACTPOEHHE, a
WCTOYHHMKOM ObLJTa BCET/Ia ero ’KeHa, KOTOPOIO OH OOsIJICS CUJIbHEe Kapbl OOTOB.

— Hudero, — orBeTns Muinii 1 yabiOHyscs. — Tak, a moyeMy 3To Bbl yIIUIM ¢ BeuepuHku? Hy
e, BO3BpalllaiiTeCh CKOpee B 3aily, TOCTH M BKYCHEHIIIME SICTBA KAyT Bac. K TomMy ke ¢ MUHYTY Ha
MUHYTY HAYHETCS TIPE/ICTaBJIeHUE aKpOOATOB, BBl HE IOJKHBI €T0 IMPOIMYCTUTH!

SOMUIUH MONTOKUI CBOM CUIIbHBIE PYKHU Ha Tuteur KaToHa 1 ApucTOHa M Hayall MX MOATOHSITS.

— Dvwmiii, nocroit! — Ckazan APUCTOH U Pe3KO MOBEPHYJICS K uMmreparopy. — Ham HyxHO
MOrOBOPUTH. — APHCTOH TIOCMOTPEJ Ha psijioM crosiiero Karona u 1o0aBuit: — HaeiMHe.

MU KECTOM PyKU Ipukas3ai KatoHy ynanurtecs, a caMm puces Ha JIOXKE B aTpUuyMe U M0JI0-
’KUB HOTY Ha HOTY, IIPUTOTOBUJICS CITYIIATh.

— DMUIMA, 4TO BCE 3TO 3HAUUT? — 3aroBopusi ApuctoH. — Kakoit Hacneanuk ? Kakoi ipecron?
Tol ¢ yma cowén?

— 41 naBHO y’ke yCHIHOBHMII T€Osl, — OTBETHJI UMIIEPATOp M YCMEXHYyJIcs. — TBOE corniacue 31ech
naxe He TpeOyercs.

— 310 6e3ymue! — BockJIMKHYT APHUCTOH U CXBaTHUJICS 3a rojioBy. — Kakoii-to abeypn, Open!

SDMIWIMHI NOAHSICS C JIO)KA U OCTAHOBWII, XOJSIIEro Mo KoMHaTe ApuctoHa. OH MOCMOTpelt eMy
B IJ1a3a U YCTIOKAWBAIOIIIE 3arOBOPIUI:
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— Mautei, He 3a0biBaid, MOKATYHCTA, YTO s TBOW MOBEJUTENb. Y KaXAOMy MPHUKA3y Thl, KaK
MOW TIOIAaHHBIN, JOMKEH TIOBUHOBATLCA. S Bepio, U4TO M3 TeOs BBHIAAET JOCTOMHBIN MPEEMHUK, ThI
3aCITyKHJT TIPaBO OBITH HAcHeTHUKOM. MoseT, Tol Oouttibess? Ckaxu, 9to Teds OecriokonT? AnpuaH
1 Ypcyna, BO3MOXKHO, yXKe YCIIeNU 3amyrarh Te0s?

[Ipu ynomuHanum nmeHu AzpriaHa APUCTOH M3MEHWICS B JIMLE. DMWIMHA 3aMETU 3TO U
JIETOHBKO MPHOOHST APUCTOHA 32 TUIEUH.

— He 6oiics, onn Tebe Hruero He caenaiot. S Tebs 3amunry. Katon Oymer BcE BpeMs psijioMm,
KBuHT TOX!E.

— KBuHT? — YnuBuics ApucToH, BCIOMHUB CTapOro LIEHTYPUOHA.

— Ma, BuKky, uro noMmHub ero. Hy, xe, He Oo¥ics, BCE Oy/ieT XOpoIIIo.

SMuUIMH NMornaanit ApUcToHa 3a BOJOCH, HE BHIITYCKasi U3 OOBSTHI.

— He 3nato, DMumid. .. A kak xe Kucca?

— Kucca moxer B mo6oe Bpemsi pre3kaTh K Te0e B TocTH. Thl MOKEIIb MHCaTh € MUChMA.

APHCTOH BBICBOOOIMJIICS U3 OOBATHI DMIIUS U HAXMYPHUJICH.

— B kakom cmpiciie ripueskarh B roctu? To ectb, 6epeMeHHas JKeHIIMHA JI0JKHA cama Mpres-
KaTh B CTOJIMILY, YUUTHIBAsl OCEHHIOIO IOTO/y, IIPU KOTOPOM MOKHO JIETKO MOAXBATUTh MPOCTYLy?
Her yx, s1 cam Oyay K Heit npuesxars B Kosy.

— Her, — otBeTms1 DMUIMiA ¥ MOKpacHes OT 370CcTH. — Thl ocTaHenbes 371eck. Eciu ol Oyenib
MepeurTh MOEW BOJH, Thl OOJIbIIIE HUKOTA HE YBUAMIIIb CBOIO JKEHY, SICHO?

ApHCTOH OHemes OT TakuX cjioB. OH HUKaK He OXUIAJ, YTO DMUIUNA MOXKET OBbITh TaKUM
KECTOKUM.

— IIpaBuibHO 0 TeGe roBOpsT KBUpUTHI, PuMoM mpaBut tupan! — Bpocui B cepaiax ApuctoH
1 TI0OekKaJ MpoYb.

— A ny croit! — KpukHyn emy Bciies uMiiepatop, OpOCUBIIUCH BAOTOHKY. — 1o npukas! 1 —
umrieparop!

— Wnu k opky! — Ilocuslmiasncst oTBeT ApUcToHa B KOPUAOPE.

Cyns 1o rosiocy, ApUCTOH MPUOIMKAIICS K Cay. DMUIAN YCKOPHI Oer, HO TshKENasi Tora Bee
BpeMsl 3alyThIBAIUCH B HOrax. [103ToMy OH OCTaHOBHJICS M OBICTPO CKMHYB C ce0sl BEPXHIOIO OIIEK/Ty
Y OCTABIIIUCh B OJTHOM JIETKOM OeJIol TYHHKe, oOeka enié OpicTpee, MUIENast carioraMu 1o Mpamopy.
JoGexaB 10 caja, IMUIANA HAYAT O3UPATHCSA BO ThME U UCKaTh APHUCTOHA.

— Ilokaxwuce! — KpukHys1 ¢ HEHaBUCTbIO DMWIMHI U CKall OT 3JI0CTU KYJIaKH.

Ha ynurie 6pu10 TEMHO 1 nipoxJiagHo. M3pesika rpemen rpoM, Tyur CHOBA 3arloJIOHIIN HeOeca,
CyZs TIO BCEMY, CKOPO JAOJIKEeH ObLIT HAaUaThCs JIMBEHb. DMUIMH NpUCTyasics. Bnepeny mocipimancs
TpPECK JioMaloleiics BeTku. Torna umrmepaTop rnodexan HaBCTpeuy UCTOYHUKY 3ByKa, OKUIasi BCTpe-
TUTBCA TaM ¢ ApuctoHoM. [IoOekaB IO BBICOKOW CTEHBI, OTOPAKMBAIOIIUI Cajl, OH 3aMETUJT TEMHYIO
(urypy, cipeIruBaioiyo BHU3. DMUWINHN IIMPOKO PacKpbli I71a3a OT U3yMJIEHHUS.

— Croit, usmeHnuk ! — Kpuknyn dvunmii. Ero nepenonnsit 6yket amouuii. U 310cTh, 1 00uaa,
1 HeHaBUCTh. OH XOTeJ OJHOBPEMEHHO U IIaKaTh, U cMesThesl. [Ipu 3TOM OH He OTJaBasl OTYETA B
CBOUX JICHICTBUSIX.

Crena ObUla BBICOKOH. DMWIMN Hadald KapaOKaThCs, HO TIOHSII, YTO OH HE CMOXET Ha Heé
3as1e31h. OH yAMBUIICS JIOBKOCTU APUCTOHA M HE TOHUMAJT, KaK MaJIbYMIIIKA TaK OBICTPO CMOT €€ 0f10-
neth. Torga OH HaKOHEL 3aMEeTUJI BETKY JIepeBa. IMUJIUIA MOJI0KUIT HOT'Y Ha BETKY U TPUITOAHABIIINCD,
3aj1e3 HaKoHell Ha 3a00p. MonHus cHoBa cBepkHYya. C HeOa MOCTENEHHO HAYaIM TaJaTh KareabKu
JOXKAS, C KaKIBIM Pa30M BCE YCUIIUBASCD.

SDMUIHNA YBUJIET B TeMHOTe Oeryinyio (purypy ApuctoHa u npuodoapuics. OH yke MBICIIEHHO
BooOpaxai cede, 4To cliesiaeT C HUM, KOrja MoMaer.

— Bpéub He yiinems! — Kpuknayn Dmuui.
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ApucToH 00epHYJICS, YCTBIIIAB TONI0C DMUINS U YBHUIEH, KaK UMIIEpaTop, CTOsI Ha BHICOKOM
KaMEHHOM CTeHe MPUTOTOBUIICA K MPBLKKY. DMUIMI XOTEJ PUCECTh, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH HEYKJIIOKE
TIOCKOJIB3HYJICS ¥ YIAPHMBIIMCH 00 CTEeHY, MOJIeTeN 3a Tpe/ielbl CTEHBI.

— Dmumii! — KpukHyn ApUCTOH 1 He Tepsisi HU MUHYTHI TOOekKas K JPYyry Ha MOMOIIIb.

Hoxnp ycumwicsi. MOJTHAM Havyaiau cBepkaTh damie. M3-3a noxas He ObUIO HAYEro BHIHO.
ApucToH no6exan 10 CTeHbl U YBUET JIeXKallero Ha 3emiie IMUIUsi. ApUCTOH MBICJIEHHO MOJIJICS,
YTOOBI €T0 APYT OKA3aJICS KUBBIM, UHaYe . .. IHavye ero, AprcToHa, MOTy OOBUHUTH B YOUICTBE MIMITE-
paropa.

SDMUHIA JIekKal B TPSI3U, BOIBI IOl HUM CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE OOJbIlie U OOJbIIe, TPUUYEM BOIA
repeMelanach ¢ KpoBblo. ApPUCTOH MOJIOKIII PyKH 1OJ] TEJIO UMIIEpAaTOpa U MOJHS €ro, Kak B TOT
pa3, Bo Bpems MsTexa. OH NpHsKall ero K CBOeH I'pyu U MPOBAJIMBAsACh B IPSI3H, 3alllarajl B CTOPOHY
ABOpLIA.

Cryctsi JOBOJIBHO JJIUTENBbHOE BpeMsi APUCTOH HAKOHEI HAILEN BXOJ. 3ail/isi BOBHYTpb, €TI0
BCTPETUIIM ABOE NipeTopraHiieB. OHK ObUTM CHIIBHO yAMBIIeHbL. Bopona mumus Oblia rps3HOM, MOK-
PO, KyZIpsiBbIe BOJIOCH! MCTIAYKAHBI KPOBBIO, OSJTOCHEKHAS TYHUKA CTajla KOPMYHEBOM, HO HEM3MEH-
HOU JIMIIb OCTaBaJIaCh 30J10Tasi JUaJeMa.

— Yro npousonuio? — Cupocusi OUH U3 MPETOPUAHIIEB.

— Ilo3oBuTeE NIEKapsi, — BMECTO OTBETA IPUKa3aj]l APUCTOH.

[Iperopuaniipl, BOpoYeM, TYT ke NOAUYNHUINCH. APUCTOH HAIIPABUJICA K MOKOSAM DMUJIMS U HA
cBoéM myTu BcTpeTui Oeryniero Karona. B pykax oH gepskan myprypHyio tory. C3aau Hero Oblia
VYpcyna u Aapuan. Haiins opexy umnepartopa, Bce MoAyMasu, YTO C aBI'YCTOM YTO-TO CJIYUYHJIOChH
U TYT e 3aHsUINCh ero Mouckamu. Ypcyia axayna. Karon toxe. [Ipuunras cebe mox HOC, OH Havam
paccripanmBath ApUCTOHa, 4To rpousoinuio. Ho Apucton He orBevan. OH Be€ eme 0osiics, 4To u3-
3a Hero ymep umrneparop. UTto 31o oH yous ero.

B nokou ero nmycTuim cTopoxeBble 1 APUCTOH HAaKOHEI] MOJIOKUI TeJI0 DMUJIMS Ha IOCTEb.

— 310 TH YOI ero?! — Ckazasia Ypcyna u Habpocuiiach C KyJakaMu Ha ApPHCTOHA.

Ho Karon BmecTe ¢ AapruaHoM OTOTHaJIM €€ OT IOHOLLU.

— OH...—3aroBopui ApuctoH. Bee npuciynianuce. — OH ynan, co ctensl. Y ynapuiics ronoBoil.

— Kakoi kommap, — npokommeHntupoBas Katos.

Jlexapb BMecTe ¢ IpeTopuaHIiaMu 3a0eskall B TIOKOU U OBICTPO Havasl OCMaTpUBATh TEJIO UMIIe-
paropa. Bee cTosuu psgoM 1 MosTda HabMoAaM 3a TIPOUCXOSIINM.

B 310T MOMEHT, APUCTOH 3aMETUJT B YIJTy HEBBICOKYIO CKYJIBITYpY U3 Mpamopa. [Ipurmnsaaes-
IIMCh, OH BCIIOMHWJI, KaKk To3upoBasl KopOysoHy, a MOTOM UMIepaTop BOCXHUINAJICS CKYJIBIITYPOML.
Ternepb oHa cTosia 31ech. B mokosix. MaTepecHo, uto qymaer o0 3toM Ypcyna?

— OH xuB? — Cpocusn ApUCTOH.

— Jla, — OTBETWJI JIEKaph.

Bce o0neryeHHO B3IOXHYJIH.

— Ho BBUKMBET WJIM HET, 51 He 3HAaI0, — JJOMOJIHMJI HEOXKUJAHHO JIeKaph.

— B kakom 310 cmbicie?..— Crpocu Katow.

Kazasiocs, Tonpko ApuctoH 1 KaToH HCKpeHHee NepeXrUBalIv 3a UMIIEpaTopa, Koraa AJpuaH u
VYpcyna yxe BOBCIO FOTOBWINCH K TOXOpoHaM. OHM Jjake BBIIIUIM U3 KOMHATBI, IOHSB, YTO HAJEK/1bl
Ha criacenue HeT. M 3To ObLI0 yKacHO. ..

— Yeper posIoMJIEH, — 3aTOBOPKJI CIIOKOIHBIM TOHOM JieKaphb. — [Ipua€Tcs BCTaBUTD IJIACTUHY.
[Tomumo sTOrO0, CltIomMaHa jieBast pyka u mest. OH 4yJoM OCTaJICs B )KUBBIX. A ceiiyac Monpoliry BbIATH,
rocroja.

Bckope k Jiekapio moonuiy ero moMOITHUKY U TIPUCTYNIM K padoTe. ApucToH 1 KatoH tem
BPEMEHEM CTOSIJIM 32 JBEPHI0 M MOJIUIIUCh.

— 9T0 BCE U3-3a MEH$, — IPOrOBOPUJI APUCTOH M OIYCTUJICSI MEILIKOM Ha MO0JI, CXBAaTUBILUCh
3a 1os10By. — OH moOesxaJt 3a MHOM | yIiaJl.
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— He Bunute cebs, rocnonuH, — ckazan Katon u npucen psgom. — Tak pacnopsanancs O0Oru.

— Ho on o6e3ymen, Katon! OH 3anpetun MHe MOKWAATH ABOpEIl... A y MeHs ceMbsi! CKopo
JOJKHA POIUTD XKeHA U BIPYT UMIIEpaTop peraeT CAenaTh MeHsi CBOUM HACJIeTHUKOM. DTO ke KaKou-
To Open...[louemy oH Tak ceOs BeneéT, Katon? MoxkeT, OH U BIIpaBay QyIIEBHOOOILHOM ..

— OH He ObLT TAKMM, — OTBETHJI CephE3HO KaToH 1 3aroBOpusI TOHOM paccKa3urKka: — B JIETCTBE
OH MeYTaJl cTaTh JernoHepoM. OH XOTeN CIIyKUTh OTEYECTBY, XOTEJI IOMOTaTh JIIOASAM, 3aIUIIAst X
u obecnieunBast mokoil. Ho pa3ymeercst ero oTiry ObUIO He 10 MEUTHI ChiHA, a MaTh BCE BpeMsi Oblia
3aHsATa. Torma oH OHaXbl BEIHYJ M3 HOXKEH CITSIIEro CTOPOXKEBOIO ITIaAuil M HaJleB Ha ceOsl IuieM
Y KpacHbIH I1alll, TO3JHAM BeuepoM cOexas u3 goMa. MiMreparop XoTen yiTH B JIETMOH, OH 3HAJ,
I71e HaXxoAuTCs arepb. Ho OH HUKaK He OKUIA, YTO IO IyTH €My MOTYT BCTPETUThCS Pa300OMHUKH.
Pa30oiiHUKM HavaIu TIIyMUTHCS HAJl HUM M COOMPAIUCh MPOJaTh B padCTBO, HO DMUIIUN HE HCITy-
rajiics. OH Hava1 MaxaTh MEYOM, KOTOPBIM ObLI HAMHOTO JIJIMHHEE ero pocTa. Bripoyem, cpakarbcs
Pa30OMHMKH ¢ HUM He coOrpauck. Mo BeE emé noremamich Haja pedberkom. Ho mocne Toro, Kak
SMUIMI paHUIT OTHOTO U3 pa30OIHUKOB, OHHU B MOPbIBE I'HEBA HaUaIM 30uBaTh ero. MI36mB 1o moimy-
CMEpPTH, OHU MPUBS3AJIH €r0 K BeTKE Ha JiepeBe 1 OpOCHIIM Ha CheJeHUe BOJIKaM. B siecy oH Bucen
BCI0 HOYb. BHM3 ronoBoii. I3-3a KpOBSIHOTO /1aB/IeHUs], €T0 IJI1a3Hble SO0JIOKM UyTh HE JIONHY/IH, KaK
criesipie BUITHUA. HO K cYacThio ero Hamén onquH 13 MOJIOABIX JiernoHepoB. OH CHSUI €ro ¢ JepeBa u
OBICTPO I0CTaBUII B J1a3apeT. Tam umnieparop 1 Bei3aopoBe. Ho...mocre Toro ciyvast OH U3MEHHICS.
Manpuuk cran cTpaHHO ceOsi BECTH, TO KpUdal, TO cMesuicsl. Bce MOHsUM, Y4TO OH COWIEN ¢ yMma.
Morozioit ileruoHep, KoToporo 3Baii KBHHTOM, JOCTaBUJI MajlbuMKa K OTILY, BIIPOYEM, HE TIOJIyUHB
HUKAaKOW 0JIarolapHOCTH, KOO OTel] MUK ObLIT HEBEPOATHO CKYITBIM uesioBeKoM. Ho DmMumid, cTaB
MMIIEpPaTOpOM, BCTIOMHIJT O HEM U Teniepb KBUHT HaYaIbHUK JIBOPIIOBOM MPETOPUAHCKON I'BapIvIH.

3aKkoHUMB CBOU paccka3, KatoH o0nm3Hy1 nepecoximme ryobl ¥ 3aMoTdat. ApUCTOH MOTJAs
toxe. OH ObUI TopakeH ucroprieit Karona u teneps eme 0oJblie yBakalsl CBOETo JIpyra M elié CUiibHee
MOJUJT OOTOB COXPAHHUTh MY KU3Hb.

&k

IIponomnennvlii uepen, Kpoeb, 3010Moil 1a6posvlli 6eHOK. Mmnepamop cuden Ha mpoHe u ¢
yKopom cmompen Ha Apucmona. Ilpuuém on 6 mo dce epems pazeoeapusan ¢ Aopuarom. O uém onu
2080punU, ApUCMOH He 3HAN, KA3AA0Cb, OHU 0ece008aNU HA YYHCOM SA3blKe. 3amem 8 MPOHHbILL 3a1
3auina 8vlcokas desywka 6 6enoli cmone u naamxe. Cnepea Apucmon nooyman, umo smo Ovina
Enena, no Enena Ovlna nuxce. M yeem 6onoc 6vin unvim. OHu Oblau ceOvimu. [lpuuém smcenuuna
Ka3a.1acb He8ePOSIMHO 8bICOKOU, noumu 00H020 pocma ¢ Imunem. ApUCmon cmMmompen Ha Heé CHU3Y
86€pX, CA0BHO OH cuden Ha noay. Bnpouem, mak oHo u Obli0. ..

[IpeTopuanipl pacriaxHyJu JABEpU B TIOKOM MMIIEpaTOpa W TMPOMYCTUIA BOBHYTPb Oenyio
urypy. ApUCTOH MOAHSIICA C MPAMOPHOTO TI0JIa ¥ HaYaJl pa3MUHATh CIMHY T0CIIe HEYA0OHOH MO3bI
BO cHe. KaToH ocraiics K J1aTh CHapyXH.

— D10 rocroxa ArpurinmHa aBrycra — MaTylka ummneparopa, — nosiciui Karos.

Apuctod cMmyTtuiics. TONBKO YTO BO3JIE€ HEro Ipolula Takas BeJUKas JOMHA, a OH Jaxe He
ynocyxuics Bcrarb. Ctaso cTbliHO. O4eHb CTHIIHO.

Nmmneparop B cBowo ouepensb BCE emé He mpuxoawi B ceds. Kasanock, eme HemHoro u Pum
JIMILIATCS CBOETO MpaBUTENIsA. APUCTOHY HE BEPUJIOCH, YTO BCE 3TO ITPOUCXOAMT Ha caMoM Jelie. B
JOHEM OHM TaK 3[J0POBO MPOBOAWIM BMECTE BPEMsl, UTPAJIH, BECEIWIUCh, pa3roBapuBaiu. ApUCTOH
BCE eI11€ TOMHMJI €10 YJIBIOKY, €r0 3BYYHBIN CMeX, €r0 HEMOBTOPHMYIO MUMUKY . .. Ha ria3ax HeBoJIbHO
MOSIBUJIMCH CJIE3bI. OH 3aKpbUT PyKamH JIMLIO U 3aIljIakall.

— IomHoTe, TOCTIONUH, — ycroKanBaroie 3aroBopuit Katon. — Be€ emé odoiaércs.

Opnako KatoH u cam He Bepwil, 4YTO MMIIEPATOP IOCJIE TaKOro MajeHus BbIKUBET. OH yxke
BOBCIO TOTOBUJICA K €TI0 TIOXOPOHaM, BIIPOYEM, Kak U AJpuaH.
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Crycts1 TOBOJIBHO JIJIMTENIHOE BPEMS], ABI'yCTa HAKOHEL! BbIIILIA M3 KOMHATHI. JIUII0 e€ He BbIpa-
KaJIO PaJoCTH. APUCTOH ellié CUJIbHEe MPUYHbUL. 3aMeTHB ApPHCTOHA, aBrycTa MOJAOILIA K HEeMy.
OpHako OHa yXke He Ka3aaach TaKOW BBICOKOM, Kak BO cHe. [71a3a e€ ObUTH YCTaBIIUMU, HO BUIUMO,
OHa He ObLIa TaK K€ PACCTPOEHa CIIyYMBIIMMCS, KaK U APUCTOH.

— Apucron? — Cripocuiia OHa IPUSTHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

ApuctoH yausuics. OTKyza OHa 3HAaeT ero ums?

— Jla, rocniozka, — OTBETHJI OH.

ABrycra MeIJIEeHHBIM L1IaroM HalpaBUJIaCh B CTOPOHY Cajia, IPUKa3aB KECTOM PYKH CJIeJOBaTh
ApucTtoHy 3a Heil. [JaBHO HACTYIWJI HOBBI JIeHb, HO APUCTOH Jaxe He 3Hal 00 3ToM. 3a HOYb BCE
BBICOXJIO ¥ HE OCTAJIOCh HHU CJIeJ1a TIOCJIe CUIIBHOTO IOk 151. BBIi/sl HA CBEKMil BO3yX, aBrycTa [pucea
Ha JIaBOYKY U B3/I0XHYJIa. APUCTOH CTOSUI HAIIPOTUB U HE MPOU3HOCUII HU CJIOBA.

— Moii cbiH MHOTO 0 TeOe paccKas3bIBajl, — Hauajla TOBOPUTH aBrycTa. [IBoe paObIHb MOAONUIN K
Hell ¥ HaIM B 60KauT KpacHoro BuHA. [locrie BRIMUTOrO el I710TKa, KEHIIUHA TPOJOIKUIA: — TIOUTH
KaJK/IbI JIEHb 1 CIIBIIIATIA TBOE MM, DMUINH JTIOOUT TeOsI, U 51 3TO BIXKY. — OHa CHOBA cJieiaia IJI0TOK
Y MPHUKPBUIA OT HacHaxAeHus ras3a. — Crnacubo, 4To criac Torjaa ero ot MsTeKHUKOB.

— He 3a uyt0, 1OMHa, 3TO MOH JONT, — OTBETU APUCTOH.

— DTO AOJT NpPEeTOpUaHLEB — 3allMILaTh UMIIEpaTopa, BoBce He TBoW. Ho 3T mpomaxHbie
KPBICHI TIPE/IaHbl TOMY, Y KOro OoJibliie 3010Ta. bputa 661 MOsi BOJISL — 51 Obl Ka3HMJIA BECh KOpITyC. A
ThI BeJlb JIa’ke He KOPEHHOM kuTesib Puma, Thl rpek. A rpeKd HEHaBUIAT PUMJISIH. YIUBUTEJILHO, YTO
Tl PUCKHYJI CBOEH KU3HBIO PAAY UMIIEPUH.

B BO3/1yX€e noBHCIa TUITIMHA. ABIryCTa MEJIHHO MOMUBAJIA BUHO M HUYETO He TOBOPHJIA, JI00Y-
SICb OCEHHEN MOroJI0M.

— Kak nymaere, oH BbukuBeT? — Cpocuil HakoHell APUCTOH U BCIOTEN OT BOJTHEHUSI.

— Ha Bc€ Bost 60roB, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHJIA aBI'YCTa.

INocne nByx GOKaJIOB OHA TIOJHSIACK C JIOKA M TIOBEPHY/IACh K APHCTOHY CIIMHOM, CMOTPsI Ha
JepeBbs.

— Tet cBOOONEH, — cKa3ana oHa. — Moxenb ye3xarb oOpaTHo B Ko3y k cBoelt sxeHe. Hukto
TeOe He 3alpeTUT MOoKuIaTh Pum.

APHCTOH He 0XKMJaJl TAKOTO 3asiBJIeHHs. Beap rocie Toro, 4yTo Cay4usioch ¢ UMIEPaTOpoM OH
coepiieHHO 3a0buT 0 Kucce. OH xoTen orOnaromapuTh aBrycty, HO Ta OBICTPO yIia OOpaTHO BO
ABOpEl], He cMOTpsi ApUcTOHY B I71a3a. CJIOBHO, OHa Tpejsiarajia cieath eMmy BoIOop — Ju00 Ipyr,
6o xeHa. I ApuCTOH, He OOMHYSICh, BBIOpal BTOPOI BapyaHT.

Opnako Ha gymie ocrajcs rpy3 BuHbl. OH BCE eme qymali, 4To uMIepaTop ynai u3-3a uero. 1
3Ta MBICJIb HE J1aBajla eMy IOKOsI BECh I1yThb, KOTOPbIN 3aHUMaJl Y ApuctoHa 10 Ko3bl.

[puexan xe oH JOMOH yke Oyke K MOJTHOYM. BhijIo TeMHO ¥ Iy CuiibHbINA BeTep. B mome k
CUACTBIO IrOpeJ1 CBET. APUCTOH CJIE3 € TOBO3KH U 3aIUIaTUB Ky4epy, nocjieoBai K BopotaM. [loctyuas
HECKOJIbKO Pa3, I0HOIIA 3amep. BO3HUKIIO HEMMOBEpHOE KelaHue BEpHYThcs BO jBopel. Ho Obuto
y’ke Mo31Ho. [IBepb eMy OTKpbUI BOJIbHOOTIYIIEHHUK Octopuid. B pyke oH aepxkai cBeuy, koTopast
TYT K€ [0racyia u3-3a CUJIbHOIO BETpa.

—T'ocnogun? — Ynusuics Ocropwuil.

APpUCTOH, HUYEro He TOBOpsI, 3aIIEN B JOM U CHsUI ¢ ceds rutaml. Ero jkeHa cuzena B atpuyme
Y YdTaIa. YIUBUTENIBHO, YTO B CTOJIb IIO3IHEE BPEMSI.

— Ilouemy TbI He criuiib? — Cripocust ApUCTOH.

VYenpimas rosoc cBoero Myxka, Kucca axnyna. OHa omIokuia KHATY ¥ [TOCMOTpEJIa Ha CTOsI-
1ero ApucToHa.

— Apucron! — PagoctHo BockimkHYna Kucca u, He cMOTpsi Ha OOJBINON KUBOT, PUHYJIACH
CYIpyry Ha ILel.

— 41 3Haa, 4TO THI BEPHENILCS, — TOBOPUJIA OHA, IeTys] APHCTOHA B T'YOBI.

25



C. Pobuncon. «Hacnennuk umriepatopar»

Ho pamoctu B rony0six ra3ax AprictoHa He Obut0. U 1ienoBan oH 0e3 nomu xenanus. U ato
3amernia Kucca.

— INouemy ThI Tak nevyasieH? YTo Cydnsiock, ayiia Mos?

— Nmneparop. ..oH

—Yro?

— OH ymupaer, — OTBeTHJI APHCTOH U OTBEPHYJICS, BHITHPAsI CJIE3bL.

Ocropuii, ycibIiiaB 3T0, MooJeqHeN. XOTs JIUIO ero BCeraa BhIpakajlo HEeBO3MYTUMOCTh. Ho
KakeTcs, ceituac oH Obl1 yauBieH. A Kucca...Ona ynsiOanack. HakoHerr, oHa n36aBuiach ot corep-
HUKa, HO BUJY CTapajach He mojaBaTb. BMecTo pasocTu, OH crenana yauBJIEHHOE JIMIIO U CIPOCHIA:

— Kak xe tak? Yro npousomniio?

— OH ynan...BrpoyeMm, HeBaxkHO! — APUCTOH NIOBEPHYJICA K KEHE U B3I €€ 3a IJIeYU, CMOTPS
eil B ma3a. — Kucca, s 1oJokeH BEpHYThCS K HEMY.

— Yro? — He nonsina Kucca u ciierka Haxmypuiiach.

— 4 nomxkeH OBITH C HUM, 3TO W3-32 MEHS OH ymai co creHwl! M3-3a MeHs1, moHnMaenib? 5
YXKaCHBI YeJIOBEK. ..9TO s JJOJDKEH ceivac JiexkaTh B TIOCTeNH ¢ repesioMami, a He oH! Kucca. ..

ApUCTOH OOHSIT JeBYIIKY M 3aruiakail. Kvicca HuJero He moHMMana, e Ka3ajuoch, 4To e€ Myx
comén ¢ yma. [Tocne Hegonrux oObsATHIA, APUCTOH OTITYCTUJI AEBYIIKY U HAIIPABHJICS K BBIXOAY.

— Tet kyna? — Cripocuiia Kucca.

— OGemaio, s1 BEpHYCh, JTIOOOBb MOsI, — OTBETHJI ApucToH. — Ho ceifuac s1 JoykeH ObITh PSIoM
c npyrom. Bane®*!

W ApuctoH, HajieB JOPOXKHBIH I11aI11, OBICTPO BBIIIIEN HA YIIHILY, 3aKPBIB 32 cOO0H 1Bepu. Kucca
Jaxe He ycresa TOJKOM cooOpaswTh, YTO celvac Mmpou3onuio. Bpozae, e€ My HakoHell BepHYJICS
JOMOM U TYT ke ye3zxkaeT B Pum. OHa nocmorpena Ha Octopusi. BonbHOOTIYIIEHHUK TOHUMaIT ApH-
croHa. OH 3HaJ, 4TO APY3bsi UHOTA OBIBAIOT BaskHee ceMbH. HO 0OBSACHATH YTO-TMO0 CBOEH rocrosxe
OH HE CTaJl U BMECTO 3TOT0 MOKaJl HENOHUMAIOIIIE I1IeYaMHU.

&k

Agnpuad u Ypcysia NO3IHO BEYEPOM 3alllIM B CHAJIBHIO MMIIEpaTtopa. B KOMHare Haxonuics
JIMIIb JIeKapb. YpCyna )KecTOM PYKH IpUKasajia eMy BhIITH. Jlekaph He 00MHYsSCh Oe30T1araresibHo
nogurHWICS. B KoMHate ObUIO IYIIHO, MaXJI0 CHAJ0ObSMU U CAJIbHBIMU CBeYaMH. YPCyJia OIOILIa
K CBOEMY CYNpYry M HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi CMOTpesia Ha ero OseaHoe Juio. Bomockl ero odctpuriu u
TOJIOBY 3aMOTaIM Oesoil TKaHblo. Ha 1ree ObuT yCcTaHOBJIEH KapKac M3 TIIMHBIL U BCE TAKXKE 3aMOTaHO
TKaHbl0. 3aTeM Ypcysa OTOIIa OT Myka M MOJOILIA K CTOSALIEMY [TOCPEJUHE ClajIbHU AJIpUaHy.

— 41 momaraio mopa cooOIIUTh HAPOAY O KOHYMHE UMIIEpaTopa, — mporopopmwia Ypcyna. — U
3aHATH TPOH TeOe, AnpuaH. Thl €ro 3aciyKul.

— brnaropapio, Mosi rocrioxka, — nponede3un AgpuaH. — ITo OrpoMHas yecTb it MeHs. Obe-
11a10, 51 OTPaB/IAIo0 BCE BAIIM HAJIEKbl M CO MHOU PUMcKast uMniepusi CTaHeT BOUCTUHY CaMOW MOT'Y-
IIECTBEHHOM.

— 51 B 3TOM U HEe COMHEBalOCh, AJIpriaH, — OTBETUJIA YPCyia U YJIBIOHYIaCh.

Tem BpemeHeM ApPHCTOH BOBCIO CIICIIHJI CKOpee 100paThesl O ABOpLA. Bcio HOUb OH Mpeoso-
JIeBaJI IOPOry TO MElIMM, TO Ha moBo3ke. OH XOTes, Kak MOXHO OblcTpee BepHyThcs B [lanatuH,
eMy Ka3ajioch, YTO UMIIepaTop YMpET O6e3 Hero. UTo TONMBLKO OH MOXkeT cractu ero. M0o oH 3Hal,
YTO HUKTO KPOME HEro He jKeJlaeT eMy BBI3ZIOPOBJIeHUS. «Sl He OmkeH ObUT OCTABNISAThH €ro OfIHOTO,
Hae/IMHe ¢ 3TUMU 3MesiMH. B ocobeHHOCTH ¢ A JpruaHOM».

N3HeMOXEHHBIN U yCTaJIBIN, C TEMHBIMU CUHSIKAMU TIOJI IJIa3aMU OT HEJOCHITNA, TOJOIHBIA 1
M3MYyUYEHHbI APUCTOH BCE-TakU npuexai Bo Apopel. Crosuio paHHee yTpo. ColHIE TOJIBKO HOPO-

8 Ho cBupanus, npomai. C nat.
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BUJIO BBIIVISIHYTh W3-1107] TOpU30HTa. OHAKO y caMOro BXOJa CTOSIM CTPaKHUKH, KOTOPBIE CTOPO-
KA BOPOTA BO JBOPELl. APUCTOH MOAOIIEN ONMMKe U MOMPOCUIT POIMyCTUTh ero. Ho cTpakHuKM
OTHECJIUCh PABHOAYIIIHO K €ro MPOChOe U MPOIOKUIM HEBO3ZMYTHMO CTOSITh Ha Yacax.

— INoxanyiicta, 1 JOJIKEH YBUIETh UMIIepaTopa, — IpOCcui APUCTOH, a TOTOM, BCIIOMHHUB ITPO
TMIOCJIE/IHUY TPUKA3, OH YK€ CMeJiee IPOrOBOPUIL: — 51 ChIH €0 aBI'yCTEUIIECTBA — APUCTOH.

CTpasKHMKU NEPEeryIHYINCh APYT Ha Ipyra U TPOMKO 3aCMESUIUCh.

— V umneparopa HeT CblHA, INIyIell, — CKa3ajl OIMH U3 CTPaXHUKOB. — Tak 4TO MaAM cBOE
JIOPOTOM.

— Ho...— nponomxun ApuctoH. — [lo3oBute Torga nenrypuona Ksunra. OH 3HaeT MeHs.

CTpaXHUKHU CHOBA HAYAJIU CMESIThCS. DTOT cMeX ObLIT HAMHOTO JIOJIbIIIE TIPE/IBIAYIIEro. 3aKOH-
YMB, TOT CTPAXKHUK, YTO TMOCTAPIIIE, BBIIIIE BIEPEN M OOHAXKMIT Mey.

— Ybupaiics otciofia, MoKa s CaMOJIMYHO TeOsl He yOuJI, — cKa3aJl OH.

APHCTOH ITOCMOTPEB Ha [JIAINYC, TUXOPAA0YHO CIJIOTHYJ M OTCTYIIHIL.

«O 60ry, MOMoruTe MHe. ITO 51 BAHOBAT BO BCEM, TIO3BOJIBTE XOTsI ObI MOMPOIIATHCS C APYTOM».

APHCTOH YHBUIBIY CO CJIE3aMU Ha I71a3ax CTajl MEJUIEHHO YAAIATHCS OT IBOpLA, HO HE yCIes OH
clieJsiaTh IECSATH 1IAroB, KaKk C3ay KTO-TO HavyaJl 3BaTh €ro 1o uMeHu. Ha BpeMs eMy J1axe moka3anoch,
410 310 IMIMiL. OH 00EpHYJICS U YBUJIEI CTOSIIETO B BOPOTaX LEHTYPUOHA B Jlocrexax. DTo ObLT
KBunT. 3HaunT 60rM yCabImamim MoabObl ApUCTOHA.

Llentypron nonprBeTcTBOBaJl APUCTOHA U BEJIE CTPaKHUKAM MPOIYCTUTh ero. CTpaxHUKU
JOJTO HEeIOYMEBAJIM, OHAKO MOJYMHUIIMCH IPUKa3y Oe3omiaratebHo. KBUHT ObLT JOBOJIIBHO Hepas-
TOBOPYMBBIM YeJIOBeKOM. JIUIIo ero Obi10 HeBO3MYTUMBIM. OH MPOCTO MIENT BIEpear, IpuKa3aB Apu-
CTOHY CJI€/IOBATh 32 HUM.

Hoitnst 1o mokoeB umnepatopa, KBUHT octaHOBUIICS. 31eCh ke Haxoauscs U ctapuk KaTol.
VBugeB ApUCTOHA, OH YIMBHICA.

—T'ocnionuH, g Jymait Bel pelInIv OKMHYTh Hac, — ckasai Karton.

— Nmneparop, — THXO nporoBopm1 AprcToH, oOpaiasick k Kartony. — On?..

— Bcé em€ He mpuién B ceOs1, — orBeTiu1 KatoH. — O1HaKo, — CTapyK MOAOIIEN OJFKe K IOHOIIIe,
MOYTHU BIUIOTHYIO U MPOILIENTAN Ha yX0: — AJlpuaH oTnpasuiics Ha 3acefanue Cenara. Cyns o ciy-
Xam, 00CyKIaTh OHU OyAyT BOMPOC HAC/IENOBaHUs. AJJpUaH XO4YeT MOIYyYnTh OI00peHre ceHara Ha
CBOIO KaHOMatypy. Eciu aBryct He npua€r B ce0si, UMIIEpaTOpoOM CTaHET COBETHHUK.

— O 6ory, — ¢ y:)xacoM TPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI APUCTOH.

U Bcé 310 mpoucxomut ceivac uz-3a Hero. Eciu b1 ApUCTOH He MOCCOPUIICS C UMIIEPaTOPOM
U He 3axoTen cOexarb, uMreparop Obl He TIOTHAJICS 32 HUM M He ynai co cteHsl. Ecim umneparop
yMpPET, APUCTOH 3TO cede He MPOCTHT.

JIBepu B mokon oTKpbul KaToH, mpormyckasi ApucToHa BOBHYTpb. B MOKOsSIX ObUIO TEMHO M
HACTOJIBKO JYIITHO, YTO KpyKHach rojoBa. Jlekapsi He Obuto. Bee CIOBHO CMUPHIIUCH CO CMEPTHIO
UMIIepaTopa U PelIviv Mpeaarh ero 3a0BeHUI0. APUCTOHY JIae CTaJo Xkaib JIpyra. Beap 310 Tak
yXKacHO, KOT/1a TP XKU3HU TeOs1 BCe JTIOOAT, YTOXHIYAIOT U JILCTSAT, a KOI/a Tl IPU CMEPTH, OOJIbHOM,
OeCIOMOIIHBIN, KOTJa Thl YK€ He KaXelIbCsl TAKUM BEJIMKUAM UeJIOBEKOM, O TeOe Bce 3a0bIBaloT, U
THI TIepecTaéiib ObITh KOMY-IMOO0 Hy)HbIM. Ho He ApuctoHy. AprcToH moown dvumus. U tenepb,
KOTrJa OH YMHUPAET, OH CTaJ JIOOUTH ero emié OoJbIIe.

APHCTOH cesl Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE JIoJKa UMIIepaTopa M 3aruiakal. DMWIMN BHITJIsIET KaJlko. OT
HETO MaxJio He TOJIbKO CHaJJ0ObsIMH, KPOBBIO U TIOTOM, HO 1 CMEPTBIO. APUCTOH IBITAJICS TIOBEPHUTH B
PEATBLHOCTB, TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT U TO YTO MPOU3OIILIO, HO BCE CJMIIKOM HAlOMUHANO coH. OH B3si11
XOJIOIHYIO PYKYy MMIIepaTopa 1 3aroBOPHIL:

— IIpoctu mens, apyr moi. [Ipoctu MeHs. DTo BCE U3-3a MeHs, 5 3Ha10. MHe He CTOWIIO Toraa
yOeratb ¥ KpryaTh Ha TeOsl, MOKET, TOTAA Thl ObI OCTAJICA KUB. Eci Obl 1 MOT BEpHYThCS Hazal, B
TOT JIeHb, 51 ObI OTBETHJI TeOe Mmo-Apyromy. 5 Obl cormacuics ObITh TBOUM CHIHOM, U 51 ObLT Obl O€3-
MEPHO PaJi, YTO Y MeHsI ObLT ObI TAKOHN 3aMevaTesIbHbIN OTell, Kak Thl. TOJbKO cefivac 51 He TIOHUMAIO,
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noyemy s Tak ceOsl TIOBEI CTPONTUBO U Hepa3yMHO, CIIOBHO TUTA. S Tak cKydario 1o Tede, CKydaio
0 TBOEMY CMEXY, 110 TBOeH yJbIOKe, 1o TBoemy rosiocy. M otaan Obl BCE, 4TOOBI TH CHOBA Ha3BaJl
MEH$I MaJIBIIIIOM.

APpPHCTOH TIOLIENIOBAJI PyKy uMIiepaTopa 1 3ariakai. CKOJBKO OH TUlakall, OH He 3Hal. Cuibl
TIOKUHYJIH €10, M OH YCHYII, TIOJIOKMB 00€ PYKU Ha Xy/bple HOTM UMIIepaTopa.

Youeumenvro, umnepamop cmosn na oopueige. bvino scapko. Connye nexno 2onosy. Ilpuuém
Mak, croeHo Apucmon Haxoouacs 6 uineme. Eweé uymo-uymo, u 20108a npespamumcsi é pazy. Apu-
CMOH KPUYAN UMNEPAmMopy OMOUmu, HoO UMNEPAmop He CAbIUAN e20. APUCIOH XOmen noooumu, Ho
HO2U CMAHOBUAUCL 8ATMHBIMU U HE CAYUANUC e20. H mym umnepamop cnpvieusaem. Apucnmox Kpu-
uum u nadaem Ha konenu. 1100 Konrenamu on uyecmeyem dcécmryro 2anvky. OH naauem u ymonsiem
opyea ocmamucs. Yos-mo pyxa npukacaemcs k e2o orocam. CmpanHo, 6e0b OH MoAbko umo Ovln 6
utneme. On cmompum Hagepx u euoum Imuaus. Hmnepamop cmMompum Ha Hezo c8epxy 6HU3 U Ybl-
oaemcs.

APHCTOH MPOCHYJICS OT TPUKOCHOBeHUs. OH OTKPBLI I71a3a U yBU IE] TOKoU umrieparopa. Emy
CTOUJIO YCUJIHIA, YTOOBI BCTIOMHUTB, 3aUeM OH CIo/Ia MPHIIET M KaK OKa3aJics Ha Joxe. U yx Tem 6oree,
OH TIBITAJICSI COOOPA3UTh, KTO €r0 TOJBKO UTO TPOTaJl WK BCE e COH ObUT HACTOJIBKO SIBCTBEHHBIM?
Wnm 6uITh MOXeT, 9TO ObLT M HE COH BOBCE... APHCTOHA cefiuac CKBepHO cooOpaxain. Ho korma oH
CHOBA OLIYTUJI IPUKOCHOBEHH A, OH BCKOYMJI.

— MaJpli, — THXO MPOrOBOPHII UMIIEPATOpP U YJIBIOHYJICS.

ApuctoH 0buT 00eckypaxeH. OH He BepuJI, 4TO BCE TO cefivac MPOUCXOAUT HasIBY, Ka3aioch,
OH BCE €ILIE CIUT.

— 1 caplman, 9To Thl TOBOPWIJI MHE, — CKa3aJl UMIIEpaToOp M c1ad0 YCMEXHYcs. — XO0uy MpH-
3HAThCs, ITO OBUIO BeChMa TPOTaTeIILHO.

— Dvumii! — BekpukHya ApuctoH. — HykHO 1o3Bath Jiekapei 1 BCeM COOOIIUTS !

APHCTOH XOTeJ YK€ PUHYTBCS K BBIXOAY, HO UMIIEPATOP OCTAHOBUJI €T0.

— OcranoBuch. HUKTO He 10/K€H 3HaTh O MOEM BbI3JIOPOBJICHUMU.

APHMCTOH BOITPOCUTEIBHO IMOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— 4 cobiian pasroBop AjpuaHa U Moel oOumMon cynpyr. 51 eme He ymep, a OHM yKe Pl
nocaautb Ajgpuana Ha nipecroi. [Ipeparenu, a em€ npy3bsiMu HasbiBaauCh. Hy 1 UM nokaxy emge.

Wmmnepatop ynapwit KyJakoM 10 KpoBaTH M 3acToHaJI. Bojb B pyke U 1iee cpa3y aaja o cede
3HaTh. APUCTOH MOJOMIEN K UMIIEPATOPY U YCTIOKOWJI €TO0.

— IIpuHecu MHe YTO-HUOY/Ib TIOXPATh, S TAK TTPOTOIOJAJICS.

APpHCTOH KUBHYJI M TYT e Bbies1. Ha mutie ero ropena yasioka. M Katon ato cpasy ke 3aMeTHII.
OH nonpocuit 00bSICHEHHH.

— 41 Gymy yxaxxuBaTh 32 HIMIIEPATOPOM JIO TeX MOP, TIOKA OH He BBI3JIOPOBEET, — CKa3asl APHUCTOH.

— BpI BCE elig nymaere, 4To OH MOMPABUTCS ?

APpHCTOH HE cMOT ciepkaTh cBoel pagoctu. OH HarHyscs Haj yxoM KaroHa u npusHascs BO
BCEM. BOJIbHOOTIYIIEHHUK TPOMKO aXHYJI M 3aCMESIJICS OT CUACThSI.

— Tonpko HUKTO 00 3TOM He JA0JIKEH 3HaTh, TAK PACIIOPSIUIICS UMIIEPATOpP.

KatoH mputoxuin cBoil majer; Kk rydbam u rmoooelaa HUKOMY He pacckasbiBarh. [locie yero
BOJIBHOOTITYIICHHUK BMECTE C ApI/ICTOHOM MOIUIMA Ha KYXHIO 1 Karon IMpUKasaj NIpuroToBUTb HIO6I/I-
Moe NupokHOe umreparopa. [ToBapa, cieryeT npu3HaTh, ObUTH JIOBOJILHO YauBJIeHb. HO BOTBHOOT-
MYyIIeHHUK, KaK ¥ 00elal He CTaJl HIUEro UM pacCcKas3bIBaTh, XOTsI OBLIO OIPOMHOE XKeJIaHHe cerldac
BHIOEKATh HA YJMITy M KpUYaTh BO BECh TOJIOC O BBI3JOPOBJIEHUH uUMIeparopa. Pasymeercs, oH He
coOupaJicsl HapyIarh MPUKa3, OJJHAKO MBICJICHHO JJAaBHO y’Ke TOBOPHII AJJpHaHy, 9TO HUMITEPATOP KUB
Y BUJEJ ero HeJJOBOJIbHOE JIIO. JKenanue OblI0 HeMMOBepHOe. B mepByio ouepenpb yBUOETh peak-
LIMIO CTAPOr0 COBETHUKA M CYIIPYTH aBrycTa. A MOKa OHM JIep:Kaid 3TO BCE BTalHE W KaX]Iblid ICHb
BMeECTe MPUXOIWIN B TIOKOW MMITEPATOPA M BCAYESCKH YXaKUBAJIM 32 HAM U CJIeyeT IPU3HATh 3a00Ta
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Y TIOJIIEPKKA JIpy3eid ObICTPO Jasia 0 cede 3HATh U yKe OUeHb CKOPO UMIIEPATOP MOT CAMOCTOSITENIBHO
XOOUTH U UCIIPAKHATHCA.

A AnpuaH TeM BpeMEHEM MOoJTy4dall IPUCATY CEHaTa ¥ peTopuaHieB. Korga ceHar qaBHo mpu-
CSITHYJT eMy Ha BEPHOCTb, MTPETOPHAHIIBI BCE ellé ObLTM He YBepeHHBI B CMEpPTH aBrycra. Pasyme-
€TCA, KBunT nertancs COHeﬁCTBOBaTb 9TOMY M BCAYECCKHU IBITAJICA HACTPOUTL KOPITYC ITPOTUB COBET-
HUKa. Bripoyem, npeTopuaHiipl 1 6e3 Toro HenomoonuBaa Anpuana. Ero mpe3upany u cMesnch
HAaJI €ro JOJIKHOCTBIO, TOBOPUJIH, YTO UMIIEPATOPOM HE MOKET CTaTh KaKOW-TO COBETHUK. BoucTuHy.
N3npeBiie UMEHHO MPETOPUAHIIBI peliaiy Cyap0y ummneprn. BcmoMHUTE XOTs OB TOTO Ke Kitapaus,
KOTJJa MPETOPUAHIIBI TIPOBO3IJIACKIIN €r0 CBOMM MMIIEpAaToOpoM. AJJpuaH pelmi cooparh HeOOXOmu-
MO€ KaJIOBaHbE U TEM CaMbIM KYIUTh BEPHOCTb rBapieiiieB. [Ioka UCTUHHBIT UMIIEpaToOp AyMas O
cyabOe mpepateneit, Ypcyna u Aipuan cooupaiy 3070TO Uil TPETOPUAHIIEB, COBEPILIEHHO He J0Tra-
ABIBAsICh O TOM, YTO DMUJIMI YK€ OYeHb CKOPO CHOBA JIACT O ce0e 3HATh.

&k

AJpuaH cTOs1 HAIIPOTHUB CTOJIa TpedeKTa 1 Kk Ja oreera. [IpeTop nymar, nouécpiBas Magkui
noo0poAoK. PsioM ¢ HUM HaxXOaWIICs IPUMUIKI LIEHTYpUOH KBUHT.

— Hy uTo %, — HakoHel TpOU3HEC NpedeKT, MOMIAAbIBast HA CYHAYK C 30JI0TOM, KOTOPBIX IpH-
Hecu clofia cnyru Aapuana. — Ecnu Het 6onee JOCTOWHOro MpeTeHIeHTa Ha MPEeCcToi, Mbl PUHU-
MaeM TeOsl, COBEeTHUK. — Ha mocnetHeM cJioBe OH chefiaj ylapeHue HapOuuTo, YTOObl HATOMHHUTD
AnpuaHy, KTO OH U, KTO OHH — [IPETOPUAHLIBI.

— BoT 1 npekpacHo, — yI0BJIETBOPEHHO MTPOTOBOPUI AJIpUaH.

KBuHT He MOTr G0JIbIIIe CTOSITH U IMTPOCTO Oe3MOJIBCTBOBATH. OH JIIOOMII IMITEpaTopa v He XOTell,
YTOOBI ITPECTOJ 3aHST HEHABUCTHBIN eMy Azpral. 0o, K1Bsi BO JBOPLIE OH IABHO U3YUMJI €r0 JIY-
HOCTb Y MOHUMAJI, YTO OT ITOrO YeJOBeKa HUYEro XOpolero xjaarb He cienyer. Hakonen, KBuHT
3aroBOPHJI C HOTKOUM BO3MYILIEHHUS:

— Jla KaK BBl MOXETE peliarh cyab0y UMIIEpPUH IIPU )KUBOM MMITlepaTtope?

[MpedekT HUYEro He cTan oTBeYaTh. BpUIO BUIHO, UTO OH BCE eIé KoneOneTcs, Ho AJipraH yxe
3aruIaTUII eMy, U OH He MOT OTKAa3aThCsl M BEPHYTh MOMYYEHHOE MM 30JI0TO 0OpaTHO, YK CIUIIKOM
OH JIIOOWJT ICHBI'U.

AnpuaH Bcerja HeIoMOIMBA YeCTHOTO IeHTyproHa KBUHTa U BCE BpemMsl UCKaJl BO3MOXK-
HOCTh U30ABUTHCS OT HETO, HO KaXK/IBIK pa3 eMy 4To-To Memaio. OH MocMOTpesT Ha Hero ¢ HeHaBH-
CTBIO ¥l OTBETUJI CHIOKOMHBIM TOHOM:

— KBuHT, 51 3Ha10, YTO THI JIOOUIIIL UMIIEPATOPa, KaK U BCE MBI, — TIOCJEAHUE CJIOBA OH IPO-
TOBOPHWJI TPOMKO, CJIOBHO XOTeJ MOAYEPKHYTh, YTO OH TOXKE ero JoouT. — Ho 1maHc Ha BBI3OOPOB-
JIeHWe aBrycTa paBeH HyJ0. — AJIpuaH MogomEN ONMKe K LIEHTYPUOHY U TOJIOKKII CBOIO PYKY eMy
Ha IJIeYo. — §l MOHMMAIO0, Thl HE MOXEIIb CMUPUTBCS C ITUM, HO TaKOBA PEAJIbBHOCTb. JTO KU3Hb,
apyr moii. Kto-to ymupaer, a kto-to poxaaercs. [la, 60ru nmopoit HecripaBeUIuBbl K HaM, HO KTO
MBI TaKHe, YTOOBI MIEPEYUTh MX Bojie? — AJIpUaH CHSUT C MOsica MEIIOYEK C 30I0TOM U Tepeial ero
B pyku KBuHra.

KBunT gonro He gyman. OH ObUT CIMIIKOM YECTHBIM, YTOOBI MMPOIABATHCS HEHABUCTHOMY €My
Anpuany 3a ropcTb MOHET. BMecTo oTBeTa OH JIEMOHCTPATMBHO MOKa3asl CBOE MpeHeOpekeHne M
BBILIEJ U3 NAJIaTKU HA YJIULLY.

JloroBOpMBIINCH € MPE(pEKTOM U OCTAJIbHBIMU T[JIABHOKOMAHIYIOIMMH, AJpUaH HaKOHELl
BhIlTIe]T K BoMHaM. CTOsJT OH Ha JIOBOJIBHO BBICOKOW HEOOJBINON ClieHe, MpeJHa3HAaYeHHON s
BBICTYIUIeHUI Ha coOpaHusix. CyHIyK Haxogujcs TeM BpemMeHeM BHH3Y. [IpeTopuaHIibl yxe ObLH
OTOBEIIEHBI O TIPUE3/le COBETHUKA M COOPAIUCH, YTOOBI BBICITYIIATD €TO.

Kax TonbKO COBETHUK OTKPBLT POT, MPETOPUAHIIBI Ha4a M OpocaTh B €r0 aipec CMEIIKH U YJIIo-
JIOKaHbe, BhIpakasl HeI0OBOJIbCTBO. OHU 3HAM, 3a4eM OH IMPUIIEN U 11eb 3Toro coopanus. Kak u
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KBuHT MHOTHE ObUIM TIpeaHbl UMIiepaTopy. AapuaH 31uics. JIMIo ero CTaHOBUIIOCh KPACHBIM, HO
OH TIbITAJICS MOAABUTH CBOU I'HEB.

— He ObITh TeOe umnepatopom, crapbiid néc! — Kpuknyn ogun u3 npetopuaniieB. OcTaibHble
e TIOIXBATUJIN.

[Tpu nono6HOM Kako(OHUHM AJIpUaH COBEPIIIEHHO PACTEPSIICS U HE MOT COOPAThCSI C MBICIISIMU.
Ho tyT oH BcrioMHuMI 1po cyHAyK ¢ 30710ToM. OH IpUKa3aJl IPUHECTH €ro Ha CLIEHY U MOKa MPeTo-
PUAHIIBI BO3MYIIAINCH M KPUYAJIX, OH OTKPBUT KPBIIIIKY, OOHAKas MOHETHI repesi BouHaMmu. Te, KTo
CTOSUIM B TIEPBOM PsIly Cpa3y 3aMETHJIY 30J10TO U NEPECTasIM NieperopapuBarthes. TuiMHa HacTynana
ME/IJIEHHO, CJIOBHO IUIaMsl OTHSI IOCTENIEHHO U TUIAaBHO MEPEXOINIIO C NIEPBBIX Ps/I0OB U BCKOPE HAKO-
Hell HaCTUIJIO U NocliefHue. Bckope BHMMaHye BOMHOB NEPEKJII0OYMIIOCHh Ha 30J10TO.

— Kax b1l momy4ur no Teicsiuy JeHapueB! — 3aroBopuil TpOMKO, HaJpbiBasi CBSA3KU AJJpUaH. —
Ho nipu ToM yc10BUM, YTO BbI IPUCATHETE MHE HA BEPHOCTD.

[Iperopuaniipl Hauanu cHOBa neperoBapuBarbesl. Cpeau HUX Haxonwics U KBUHT.

— I[ogHuMKTE pyKH Te, KTO COITIACEH M, KJISTHYCh, — OH Oy/IeT Ielpo BO3HArPAXAEH.

UYepes HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsI HECKOJIBKO IPETOPUAHLIEB HEYBEPEHHO MOIHSIM PyKH BBepX. Te, KTo
CTOSUI paJIOM C HUMHU YIIPEKHYJIU UX, XOTs1, BIIPOYEM, BCKOPE 1 CaMM CTaJIM [TOJAHUMATh PyKU. ApuaH
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO YbIOHYIICA. [TouTn Bce rBapaeip! Aepxkaiu pyku Haecy. Ho KBunT 6omnee He mor
Momyath. OH pacTosiKal JToAel ¥ BBICTYIII BIIEpEN, MOAHSIBILICH Ha CLIEHY. AJjpraH ObLT 6oJiee yem
HEJIOBOJIEH.

— Bpatbs! — OOparusicst IeHTYpHOH K TipeTopraHiiaM. ['onoc ero ObuT 3BOHKUM U €My He Tpu-
XOAMJIOCH HAZIPHIBATHCS B OTIIMYKE OT AJJpraHa, MO0 MPaKTHKA IIABHOKOMAHAYIOIIETO JaBajia o cede
3HaTh. Bee pa3zom omyctuinm pyku BHU3. — Heyxenu Bl peiainte HAalIero MMIeparopa 3a ropcTb
MoHet? Jla rae 3To BUAaHO, YTOOB! Ha TPOHE CHJEN YeIOBEeK He MMIIEPATOPCKUX Kposei? Bparbsi!
[NMomymaiite, He MOCTYMAKWTE CKOPOMAIMTEIFHO M OMTPOMETUYHMBO, BB ceiiyac peraere cynn0y Pumal
Puma! Bbl nonnmaete 310? Biiacte — 3TO He MU, KOTOPbI MOKHO Nlepe/iaBaTh U3 pyK B pyKu. Mbl
HE MOXEM pelaTh Cyap0y UMIepHU TP KUBOM UMIIepatope!

— Jla, HO umnieparop MEPTB! — BBHIKPUKHYJI OIMH U3 NpeTopuaHUeB. KBUHT cpa3y MOHS, 4TO
€ro NOAKYIHJIM.

[Iperopraniib! 3arOBOPHIIN.

— I neHHO ¥ HOIITHO MPeObIBAIO BO IBOPIIE U PETYJISIPHO BUKY nMneparopa! — OTBETHIT LIeHTY-
puiod KeunT. — M TOuHO 3HaI0, 4TO OH KUB. [la, OH O0JIeH, HO €CJI MBI BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MOJTUTHCS
3a Hero CaJiM Ha IPeCcTosI He IOMMHU KOT0, TO UMIIePaTop 1 BIPaB/Ly MOXET MPEICTATh Niepe]] Ooramu.
MBI 10JIKHBI TOAJIEPAKUBATH €70, MOAJEPKUBATh TyXOBHO M BEPUTH, UTO OH morpasutcs. — [Ipero-
puaHIbl 3amMoryaau. Kaxaplil U3 HUX ceiuac YyBCTBOBAJ CBOIO BUHY U YI'PBI3€HUE COBECTH.

Anpual He Mor Oosiee TepreTh HEHTYPUOHA U PEeIll OT Hero M30aBUThCS.

— 41 Toxe peryssipHO BUXKYCh C UMIIEPATOPOM, — 3aroBopuJ1 AipuaH. — U 51 He XoTes roBOpUTh
teOe, KBUHT, — Aipran oOpatuiics K IIeHTYpUoHy. — Ho uMriepaTop cerogHsi yrpoM mpecTai nepes
ooramu.

[petopuanipl axHymu. KBUHT He ObLT ceroiHs BO JBOPLIE, TOSTOMY OH HE MOT HUYETO 3HATh.
Ho Anpuan roBopuit Tak yoeauTenbHo, yTo KBUHTY HEBOJIBHO BEPUJIOCh B UICTUHHOCTD €r0 CJIOB.

— DTOro He MOXET ObITh. ..— mporopopus KBuHT. — {1 He Bepio! — 'poMko ckazas oH. — Mbl
JOJKHBI CAMU BBISICHUTD 3TO M MIONTH BO ABOpeIT!

— Ha! Ha! IMpaBuisHo! Bo nBopent! — Kpuuanu nperopuaHiibl.

AJpuaH HeIOBOJIBHO 3aKaTI IMa3a. Be€ muio He no miady. OH Nogomen K OqHOMY U3 CBOUX
CJIYT ¥ ITPOTOBOPUJT IIEMNOTOM:

— BricTpo otnpasnsiicsi BO ABOpeI U M30aBbCsl OT UMITEpaTopa.

- Ho...

— Beimomnasit!
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Pab moBmHOBasicA M TOOEkKaJl UCTIONHATH NMpHKa3. [IpeTopuaHiibl ke cTaau coOupaTh Tex
JoJei, KOTOpbIe UAYT BO ABOPEI] M BCKOPE HavaIv MOKUIATh Jlarepb. AjpuaH HeronoBait. KBUHT Bcé
ucrioptuil. Ho OH 3Has1, 4To TOC/ie BOCIIECTBHS Ha MPECTOJ MEPBbIM JIeJIOM Ka3HUT HEHTYPUOHA U
HaKOHell N30aBUTHCSA OT HETO.

[IpeTopuaHIpl BO I1aBe ¢ MPUMUITIAI [IEHTYPHOHOM KBHHTOM MOKHMHY/IM KOPITYC U HAIpaBU-
muck B [lamatuH. AapuaH perut onepeuTh Ux, CeB Ha KOHsI, HO MPETOPUAHIIBI OCTAaHOBUJIU €TO.

— Her, Tl noiAEIIL BMECTE C HAMH, — CKa3aJl IEHTYPUOH.

— Ha, na, a To, KTO TeOsI 3HaeT, MOKET Thl XOUellb YOUTh MMIIEpaTopa 10 HAIEero MpUXoaa, —
MIPEATIONOKUI OJJVH U3 MPETOPUAHIIEB.

OcraJibHble TBApPIEHIIB 0100pUTENBHO 3aryaean. OHM moMecTwin AJlpyaHa B CepeHy Kape
Y TIPOJIOJIKUIIH TTYTb.

— TeGe 3T0 ¢ pyK He COMIET, — mporeanT AgpraH CKBO3b 3yObl, 00paIasch K IEHTYPHOHY, HO
HIEHTYPUOH HE CJIBIIIAT ero.

Ceituac AnpuaH MOJIUJICS BceM Ooram, 4ToObl ero pad ycren yOuTh MU U OH OKas3aJics
npaB. MI60 OH He ymes IpoUrphIBaTh, a BEpPHEE CKa3aTh — MpU3HaBaTh nopaxenue. OH Bceraa 10Bo-
W BCE IO KOHIIA M HUKOTZA He craBajics. W ceifuac, eciii OH MPOUTpaeT, TO MPEeTOpUaHIIbl OyayT
eme cubHee HaJl HUM cMesAThcst. COBETHHUK YKe TIOIYMBIBJI O TOM, YTOOBI BHIPE3aTh BECh IIPETOPH-
AQHCKHI KOPITyC U cOOpaTh HOBBIH, BEpHBIN eMy. OIHAKO 3TO ObLIM JIMIIb MEUThI, MEUTHl AJJpUaHa.
Ho peanbhbl m?

[Ipuas Bo ABOpEl, YacTh IPETOPUAHLIEB OCTAJIACh KAATh B aTpuyme, a AgpuaH, KBUHT 1 1Be
JII0KUHBI TBap/ICHIIEB MOC/IE0BAIM B TTOKOM ummnepaTtopa. [lo mytu Anpuan 3aMeTus1 Toro camoro
paba, KOTOpOro OH MpHUKa3ayu yOUTh aBrycra. AJpriaH BOIIPOCUTEIEHO MIOCMOTpEN Ha HEro, HO TOT
OTpUIIATEIbHO MOKavas TOJMOBOM. AJpuaH OpOCHII HEHABUCTHBIN B3IJISIL B €r0 CTOPOHY, MBICIIEHHO
TOBOPSI, UTO OH ero yObET camomiuHo. Pad vicnyranHo yoesxai. Ckopee Bcero, 6exarh OH Oy/IeT JI0ro
Y HE U3 IBopla, a u3 Puma.

JloWzsi 10 MOKOEB, IIEHTYPHOH U3YMIUICS. [[Bepy ObUIM OTKPHITHL. AJIpUaH TOKe He TIOHUMAJ B
4yéM s1es10. KBUHT BBITAIMIT MEY U JKeCTOM PYKH MPUKa3ajl MPEeTOpuaHIiaM KAaTh CHApYKU. 3aijsi B
TIOKOU, OH PACKpPbLT OJEsJI0, HAKPHITOE Ha JIOKE M HUKOTO He OOHapy X)W1 B mokosx ObuIo mycTo.

— He mens umure? — Cripocui rojioc uMmnepaTopa.

Bce paszom obepHynuch Hazan. B kopumope cTosin uMriieparop, B MypIypHOH Tore, ¢ 30J0-
TOH TMaeMoy Ha rojioBe. Bomockl ero ObUTM OCTPUKEHBI B KOPOTKYIO CTPUIKKY U HE KYUEPSIBUIIHCH
Kak paHblie. Bmecto 60opozapl Obuta meTHHA. BBITIAaen oH I0BOMBHO-TAaKKA MOJIONO. PsagoM ¢ HUM
HAXOJWJICS BOJILHOOTITYINIEHHUK KaTton n ApuctoH. 3ameTB ApUCTOHA, AJIpUaH enie CuiibHee pa3o-
smuics. OH ene caepkuBail ceds1, YToObI He OPOCUTHCS Ha IOHOIIY M HE 3apyOUTh ero Ha Mecrte. A
MOTOM M MMIieparopa, u crapuka Kartona. Iocie yero on orpyour ronoBy nentypuony Keunty. U
CTaHEeT HAKOHEI| UMIIepaTOpPOM.

Kaxk nmMmiepatop BbIKMII, COBETHUK He TOHMMA. Bee ObUTH CHITBHO M3YMIIEHBI U O€3MOJIBCTBO-
BaJIN.

— Yero BBl 3aMoT4aNy, CIOBHO Meay3y ['oprony yBupemu? — Cripocus ummepaTop u ycMex-
HyJsicsi. OH nopommén 6nmke 1 Torna KBUHT HakoHel yIOCTOBEPUJICS, YTO BUAMT HE MpHU3paka, a
HACTOSIIIETO UMITEPATOpa.

— [Ipunuenc! — PagocTHo BOCK/IMKHYJ LeHTyproH. — Bel xuBbl! A 3Han, s Bepun! — Beerna
HEBO3MYTHMBIN LIEHTYPUOH HAKOHEIl U3MEHWJICS B JIUIIE U HE CAEPkKaB CBOEH pajoCTh, OOHSIT MMITe-
paropa, MPUKaBIIMCh KOIbYYTOi K €ro Tpyau.

[peTopuanipl TOke OBUTH pabl BUIETH 3I0POBOTO UMIIEPATOPA U TOXKE MOCEIIAINA OOHATHCS
C MOOMMBIM aBTYCTOM. DMUJIUHN JIIOOM OOHMMATLCSI C KOPITYyCOM M BCErja MO3BOJIST rBapaeniiaMm
npukacatbes K cede. C Tex nop, Kak MU caMoimyHo yowt nipedpexta Jlyiust, mpeTopruaHiibl Ty T
e U3MEHWIM CBOE MHeHHe 00 dvuimu. la u umneparop cran Oosblie BpeMeH! YIesATh CBOMM
conzatam. Kaxmyio Hesielmio HaBenias ux, Aapuil MoAapKH, MPUHOCKHII BKYCHBIE ICTBA. YacTo ero npu-
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V1Al Ha YKUH, U OH C YIOBOJILCTBHEM IEN. Ha y)XMHaX OH paccKas3blBajl aHEK/I0ThI, MOKA3bIBA
MapoIuK 1 Becesul Bech Koprtyc. OH ObUT Beera IyIiord KOMIaHUM U ero Beeraa xaanu. U ceftuac,
KOTJja MPETOPUAHIIbI Y3HAIU, YTO UX JIOOUMBIN UMIIEPATOP KB, UX PAJOCTH He ObLIO Mpejera.

Bckope yke Bech KOPITYC 3HAJT O BBI3IOPOBJICHUN UMIIEPATOpPa M B YECTh STOTO MPETOPUAHIII
YCTPOMJIH Mpa3IHKK. Ho aBrycr B 3TOT pa3 oTKazasicsi OT MPUIJIAIIEHNS] U PELTUII OCTaThCsI BO ABOPIIE.
N60 emy emié HyKHO OBLTO Pa300paThes C MPeaTeIsIMHU.

Vike BeuepoM MMIIepaTop BEJIMYECTBEHHO BOCCEJal HA TPOHE B TPOHHOM 3aJle M CMOTpEIl Ha
npoBUHUBIIMXCA. PanoMm crosn ApuctoH u Keunt. Ilocpennne 3ama Haxoguiauch Ypcyna u Agpuas.
CTpaXHUKY CTOSUIM PSAOM U CTOPOKHIIHM MTPECTYITHUKOB.

— Uro Bc€ 310 3HauuT? — Hauasa He1oBOJIbHBIM TOHOM Ypyciia M 3aX0Tesia BCTaTh, HO CTPaKHUK
OBICTPO OITYCTHJI €€ 00paTHO Ha KOJIEHH. — J]a Kak Thl CMeelllb TaK 00palarhcs ¢ aBrycTou, reapaeert!
Otmnyctute MeHs1, KOO 51 IPUKAXY BaC Ka3HUTH!

Ho nperopuaniibl 66U HEMOKOIEOUMBI.

— KBHMHT MHe BCE pacckaszajl, — HayaJl TOBOPUTh UMIIEPATOP BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM U CEPbE3HBIM
TOHOM. — BBI XOTeNn MoAKynuTh nperopraHckuil Kopiyc. Cracr6o KBUHTY, 4TO OTTOBOPHMIT CONAAT.
Bnipouem, npetopraHiibl BEpHbI MHE, OHM ObI HH 32 YTO HE MPeAaId MEeHs.

Nmneparop BcTas ¢ TpoHA M MOAOIIEN K HUM ONKe.

— A TBI, MO#s1 MOOMMasi cynpyra, Toxe xopoia. «[Topa Hapomy cooOIMTh O KOHUMHE UMITEpa-
TOpa», — IPOLIUTUPOBAJI OH CJIOBA CYNPYIU. — §I elE He ymep, a Thl yKe BCEM FOBOPHUILIb, YTO 5 IaBHO
npezacran nepen 6oramu. pyras Obl JEHHO ¥ HOIITHO MOJIMJIACH 32 CBOETO MY’Ka, HO He Thl. Ypcya
— TBI XJIQJIHOKPOBHAs, OeccepaeyHast U Oe3/aylIHast KEeHIMHA, s He OKHUJaJl 3TOro oT Tedsl.

— Myx moii! — Bamonunace Ypceyna. Ha razax nosiBunuch pasbiuBbie ciiésbl. — [Ipoctu mens,
npocty. Jlekapu cKa3aiu, 4To IIaHCOB Ha BBI3AOPOBJIEHUS HET, Mbl BCE AyMaJd, YTO Thl YMPEIIb.
[Tpoct MeHs1, s BuHOBaTa. HO THI 1ake HE Mpe/CTaBIIselb, KaK s CTpafala, Kak Iiakama, s 1axe
XOTeJ1a MOKOHYHTH ¢ co00ii! — Ypcyna KuHy/1ach B HOTYM UMIIEPATOpy M Havyajia FPOMKO pblaath. — 51
aymaia s Tebs1 moTepsiio, TyMasia OoJbllle HUKOTa He YCIIBIITY TBOH IMPEKPACHBIN TOI0C, He MOvyB-
CTBYIO 3aI1aX TBOETO TeJla ¥ He CMOT'Y TIOIIEIOBaTh TBOU MPEKpacHsie ryObl. [la, s BUHOBaTa, 4To MoTe-
psiia Bepy B uyao! Uto pasyBepuiiachk B 6orax. Ho BHOBaTa JIM 51 B TOM, YTO JiyMaJia O CyAbOe MMIie-
pun? Benp umniepust — 3T0 U ecTh Thl, 1 Aymana o tede! S He xortena O6pocars e€ B 6exe. [loiimu
3TO, JTIOOOBbH MOSI.

— Ha, Ho nmouyemy umeHHo Anpuan? — Cripocui IMuiuid. — Beab ecTh 10CTOMHBINA HACIIEAHUK
— MOH CbIH APUCTOH.

VYpcyna nocMoTpesia Ha ApUCTOHA U CMOPILUJIACh.

— APUCTOH CIIUIIIKOM I0H, TIOCMOTPY Ha Hero. OH TakoW XpyNKUi U claOblid, KaK OH CIIPABUTCS
C Takoi orpoMHou nmnepueri? 51 xorena, 9ToObl AlpuaH ObLT PETEHTOM.

— Ia, Mos rocrioska rnpasa, — nojaaj rojioc Ajpuad. — Bel HeNpaBUIbHO BCE MOHSIM. Sl XoTen
CTaTh PEreHToM, a He MMIepaTtopoM. Benb APHUCTOH Tak HEOMbITEH, 51 XOTEJ €ro CrepBa Hay4uTb
BCEMY, NIOITOTOBUTH TaK CKa3aTh JOCTOMHOTO MPEeMHUKA.

Nmnieparop mosmyasl. Ho 3atem OH rpoMko pacxoxorancs. AIpuaH U YpcyJia NeperisasHyIuCh,
HE MOHMMas1, KaK CJIeyeT pearupoBarh. DMUIMIN 3aXJIONAJT B JIAJOIIN U CeJl 0OPATHO HAa TPOH.

— Mononupl, 6paBo! Beikpytunmce! — Ckaza Beceso MMM, HO TIOTOM Pe3KO CMEHMIT TOH
Ha cepbe3HbIi. — Bbl cuntaere MeHs nauorom? B TemHuuily ux!

— Dvummii! — Kpuknyna Ypeyna. — Tel 3a6bBaetibest! 1 TeOst MOTYy YHUUTOKHTS !

— Croiite! — Ipuka3an umneparop. [Iperopuaniel ocranoBuck. OH BCTasl ¢ TPOHA U MOAIO0-
mén K xeHe. — He cMell yrpoxarh MHEe — UMIIEpaTopy, TIIymasi KeHIIMHA. TBOM Yrpo3bl — MyCTHIE.
3a MHO¥ CTOUT ITPETOPUAHCKUI KOpITYC. A 3a BaMU — CTapble epayHbl ceHatopbl. Kak gymaere, KTo
cuiibHee? TToka g Oostest, 4 Koe-uTo MoHsUI. S He3aBUcHUM OT Bac. S caMOAOCTaTOUYHBIA U CIOCOOEH
CIIPaBUTHCS CO BceM caM. be3 Bameit momory. Bel MpOBUHUIIMCH M JOJDKHBI TIOHECTH HaKa3aHUe.
IToka s Bac ormnpasio B ccbulky Ha Kanpu. — Ypcyna ynusunace. — [la, Ha Kanpu. [1o MHe Tak, 310
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camoe JTydliiee Haka3aHue. Bel Oyaere ®uUTh Tam, TOKa 5 He rporiy Bac. Ho ceifuac s1 He Mory BUIIETh
HU TeOs, keHa, HU Te0s, Anpuad. Bel 00a MHe CTaiy CIMIIKOM MPOTUBHBI U IS HA BaC MeHs
TolrHUT. — CKa3aB Mocie/iHee CJIOBO, DMUIIUN paccMesiycs.

OH MoBEpHYJICSI K HUM CITIMHOW M KECTOM TPUKa3asl MPEeTOpUaHiiaM YBECTH UX. YpcyJa 4To—
TO KpHYaJja emmge BCiell, HO BCKOpe e€ KPUKH MPEeKpaTIuCh. MiMrepatop cesl Ha TPOH U YJILIOHYJICS.

— Tl BCE cenat NpaBUIbHO, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH.

DM ycMexHyscs. HemHoro nocusieB Ha TpoHe, OH MOTEP JIAJIOHU U CKa3aJl:

— A He XOTHTe JI1 Bbl, JPy3bsi MOU BEPHbBIE, XOPOIIEHbKO MOYKUHATD?

KBuHT nocmoTpent Ha ApuctoHa. ApUCTOH YabIOHYIICsA. MiMmepaTop BcTas ¢ TpOHA U BCSI TPO-
U112, BO IIaBe C UMIepaTopoM PrUMcKoil uMriepry OTHPaBUIUCh B PETOPUAHCKUI KOPITYC Ha Mpas3/-
HUK, KOTOPBIA OBUT YCTPOEH B YECTh €T0 BHI3OPOBJICHHUS.

&k

B dectb BBI3IOPOBIICHHUS aBrycTa Mpa3gHUK ObUT ycTpoeH Bo BcéM Pume. Hapon yxe Obut
HACJIBIIIAH O ero OOJIE3HU U TO, YTO OH MOMPABHIICS, JKPEellbl HA3bIBAIM TIOUCTUHE UyIoM. BricTymas
riepe;1 HapoJIoM, UMITEPATOP B35 ¢ COOOM APHCTOHA M TIOITPOCKJI ero rmoforTH. Hapon BriepBbie yBU-
Je7T CBOETO repost B Iia3a. ABIYCT paccKasajl, YTo UMEHHO Ornarofmapst ApUCTOHY OH OCTAJICsl XKUB.
Braromapst ero nognepxke u 3adote. iMriepaTtop TOpKECTBEHHO OOBSIBIIT APUCTOHA CBOMM HacJIeI-
HUKOM M pa3fajl B YeCTh TOTO HApOIy MOHET, TeX CaMbIX, KOTOPHIMU AJpUaH ¢ YPCYJIOoi XOTeau
MOJKYIUTH MPETOPUAHIIEB.

Hapon Obu1 cuacTiMB 1 651arocyioBrsI CBoero mpasuTes. Takxke ObUTH ycTpoeHsl Urpsl B Komm-
3ee 1 OOJIBIIIOM IIMPKE, HAa KOTOPBIX APHCTOH el IpUHATh yyactie. BBumy toro, uto ApucToH
Korja-To rpe3ui 06 OIUMIMICKUX UTPax, OH XOTeJ MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOM HABBIKM BEPXOBHOM
€316l Ha KosiecHulle. Ho moka oH npeMuHys1 He paccKa3biBaTh O CBOEM HaMepeHuH Apyry. [ OHKM Ha
KOJIECHUIIAX JTOJKHBI COCTOSITHCS Uepe3 JIBe HEeJIesId, Y Hero eli€ eCTb BpeMsl MOArOTOBUTHCS, OTHAKO
ApHCTOH ObUT YOKIEH, UYTO OH MOXKET JIETKO MOOeIUTh U 6e3 MOAroTOBKH, MO0 3aHATHS KpeoHa oH
Bce ele noMHuI. [TomHmIo 1 ero reso.

Ha cnenpyronumii ieHb aBryct BMecTe ¢ PUMUITAIT IEHTYpUOHOM KBUHTOM U APUCTOHOM, YXKe
1e3apemM ApUCTOHOM ieM ABI'YCTOM M BOJIBHOOTIYIIIEHHUKOM KaToHOM OTHpaBUIMCh Ha TJ1aqua-
TOPCKHE UTPbl. APUCTOH HUKOTIA He ObIBAJI Ha UTpax, TeM Oosiee B 3HaMeHuTOM Amdutearpe Tuta.
OH YacTo MPOXOauI MUMO OIPOMHOTO COOPYKEHHSI, HO HE 3HaJI, YTO HAXOJUTCS BHYTPH.

[TogHumasich 1o JiecTHUIIE HA BEpXHEE UMIIePATOPCKOE JIOKe, APUCTOH BCE rpOMYE U rpoMUe
ciblall rojoca jmoaei. TlogHsBImch, Ha camblil BBEpX, OH M3yMWiIcs. HeBeposiTHOE KOJIMYeCTBO
HapOIy, B Pa3HOIIBETHBIX OJICKIAX, KEHIIUHBI, CTAPUKH, JIETU, Bce ObLITM COOpaHbI 371eCh. APHUCTOH B
9TOT MOMEHT TIOIyMaJl, YTO ITO MEPOIIPUATHE OObEAUHSIET JIIO/IEH pa3HBIX COCJIOBUM M TIOJIOB, 3/1ECh
BCE PaBHBbI.

Bepxuuii cektop Amdutearpa ObUT MpeTHA3HAYCH /115 TUIeOeeB U IPOCTOMIONUHOB, & HHKHUN
CEKTOp — JIOXKa JJIsi CEHATOPOB, HA MPAMOPHBIX CHJICHHSX KOTOPBIX ObUTH BHIOMTHI UX MMeHa. [laee
Ha y3KOM CEKTOpe — JIOkKa JUIsl BCAJHUKOB *. Mexay cKaMelKaMy IMPOXOIVIIN Pa3HOCUYMKH TIHIIH,
a TakKe Te, KOTOpbIe BBIJABAJIH CIIEIMAIbHBIC IOMEUKH, Oarogapsi KOTOPsIM MOXKHO ObLJIO CTaBUTh
CTaBKU Ha JIIOOMMBIX TJIAJIMATOPOB, M B ClIyYae WX MOOe/bl, TIOIyUUTh HeOObINoN BhATphInL. CaMa
KOHCTpYKIMs Konuzest HaroMrHama OrpoMHYIO yariry.

Nmrnieparop 3aipast JJIMHHYIO TOTY U ITPHUCEN Ha CBOE Jioxke. Psiiom pacnonoxuics Ksuntunuii.
Crenyet 3amMeTuTh, APHCTOH BIepBbIe BUe oduiiepa 0e3 AOCIeXoB, a B OSJOCHEeKHOM Tore rpak-

" B npeBHem PiMe — BCATHMKH, 5TO He TOMNBKO JIO/H, 3AHHMAIONIMECS BEPXOBHOM €3710i. TO 3HATHOE cocyioue. OHM TaKke
HOCHUTH TOTY C ITypITyPHOM TOJIOCOH, KaK M CEHATOPBI, TOJBKO T10J10Ca OBIIa TOHBIIIE.
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nannHa. Psanom ¢ KBunTtom ycencs u crapuk KatoH, oH cuzen nmoogais OT uMrieparopa. ApUCTOH
MOCMOTpEJI Ha JIOKE CIpaBa, Iie OOBIYHO BOCCEJAET CYNpyra MMIIEpaTopa U 3aMelIKacs.

— IIpucaxwuBaiicsi, — yBUAEB 3aMelIaTeIbCTBO APUCTOHA, TPOTOBOPUIT JIACKOBO UMIIEPATOP.

ApucToH moguuHWICA U cell psgoM ¢ aBryctoMm. C OaykoHa Obuto BuaHO BeE. U apeHy, Ha
KOTOPOH XOJWJIM KJIOYHBI U Pa3BJIeKaId HApO[ Mepejl INaAMaTOPpCKUMU OOsIMU M MeCTa, Ha KOTOPBIX
BOCCEAI PUMCKHMe rpaxaaHe. JIioqu cMOTpeny B CTOPOHY UMITEPATOPCKOM JIOKHU M BOCXHIIAJIVCH.
MHorvue U3 HUX IPUIILUIY CI0f1a, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha ApHUCTOHA. B Hapoie ero yske nmpo3Baj moy-
60rom, KOTOpBIi ObLT MOCTaH CBBIIIIE, YTOOB oOeperaTh umrneparopa. Kputuku xe Ha3blBalaud €ro
BTOPBIM AHTHHOEM, JTIOOOBHUKOM uMIieparopa. Ho 3Tu ciryxu moka 4To He AOIUIM [0 YIIeH aBrycra
1 ApucTOHa.

[Moroma ObiTa TOBOJILHO MOTOKEH, HO M He CUJTBHO kapkoi. Ho Ha GakoHe ObLIo Teriee, 4eM B
psinax. Hapox Boccenan Ha MpaMOPHBIX CKaMelKax, KOTOpble ObLIM 3aMEHEHbI B TIEPUOJL TTPABJICHUSI
OkxraBuana Aprycta. Panbine oHM ObLH JepeBSIHHBIMUA. MHOTHE 13 JII0fIeH PUHECITH ¢ OO0 MSTKHE
TMOJIYIIKY U CU/IENY HA HUX.

Psinom ¢ nMriepaTtopoM HaXOOUIIKCh TaKke BOOPYKEHHBIE IPETOPUAHLIBI U PaObl, KOTOPbIE MOJI-
HOCWJIM e[y B mofHocax. Mimneparop npenioxun ApiUCTOHY HOXeBaTh CyXxO(ppyKTOB, HO ApHCTOH
BeXJIMBO OTKazajcs. OT BojHeHHs OONBLHOM KeyIOK AaBajl 0 ceOe 3HATh OCTPOU OOJIbI0, KOTOPYIO
APpUCTOH cTapajics TIIATEILHO CKPbIBaTh M HE MOKa3biBaTh. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO HApOAy W CIMIIKOM
MHOTO TOJIOCOB, OH COBEPIIIEHHO OTBBIK OT TAKOTO IIIyMa U MEepeKUBAJ 32 UTPhI, B KOTOPBIX OH XOUeT
MPUHSATH y4acTHe, HO BCE HUKAK He 3HaJl, KaK COOOIIUTb 00 3TOM Jpyry, BElb OH MOT U OTKa3arTh.

— CBIHOK, — TPOrOBOPUI DMUJIUM C TIOJIHBIM PTOM. — Thl KaXeTCsl XOTeJl YBUJEThCS C KEHOM,
Tak?

ApUCTOH TIepecTas IpaTh Ha pyKax 3ayCEHHIIbl 1 HEYBEPEHHO MMOCMOTpell Ha umrieparopa. C
TeX TOp, KaK UMIIepaTop MOCTpaal U3-3a HEro, OH BCE el YyBCTBOBAJI CBOIO BUHY Tepe]] HUM U
OO0s1IICSI CHOBA 3aBOIUTH STOT PasroBop.

— Ecnu xouens, noe3xait k Heit XoTb cerofnsi. C ToOo# noiayt Mou pedsita u Keunrt. KBunt
Teriepb OyIeT He TOJIBKO MOMM TeJIOXpaHHUTEJIeM, HO U TBOMM TOKe.

KBUHT KMBHYJI B 3HaK comiacusi. ApUCTOH MOOIArofiapuil uMreparopa, Ho pajjoCcTi CTapaics
HE BbIpaXaTh, BAPYT aBrycT emg nepeaymaer. OT HEro BCE MOKHO ObLJIO OKHMIATh, OH ObUT CIIUIIKOM
HeTpecKa3yeMbIM M ero MoBeJleHre ObII0 HEBO3MOKHO MPeyraiarh.

Nmmnepatop 3ameTt 3alyMYrBO€e JIMLO APUCTOH U TIOCMOTPEI Ha HEro.

— Yto TeOs OGecrokouT, cBeT oueil Moux? — Cripocui DMWINH, YIBIOHYBIIIHCH.

— DMUHII. . .1 ObI XOTeN. ..

— Yro, nyma mos?

— 51 ObI XOTeN MPUHATH yyacTHe B TOHKAX Ha KOJIECHUIAX.

Karon, ycipliaB cioBa ApUCTOHA, YIMBIEHHO MOCMOTpPEN B UX CTOpoHY. MMmneparop Toxke
HE O 3TOro 3asBieHusi. OH OTBEpHYJICS OT APUCTOHA U TIOJIOXKUI HECKOIBKO CyXO(hPYKTOB
ce0Oe B pOT. APUCTOH BHUMATEIbHO HAOJIOAT 32 TeM, Kak KyeT uMriepatop. Ho ummieparop momyait.
[Mpuuém Tak I0ro, YTO Ka3zajaoch OH JIMOO MPOUTHOPUPOBAJ €ro, OO MPOCTO 3a0bUT. APUCTOH
TIOHSLJT, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE JOMYCTHUT STOTO, BE/Ib TOHKH Ha KOJIECHUIIAX CJMIIIKOM OIACHBI, OCHOBHASI
1eJTb 3[eCh He MOOeUTh, & BBIKUTh, OO BBIKUBAJIU TIOCIIE STUX TOHOK €IMHMIIBI.

CrycTst HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, UMIIepaTop BHITEp PyKH 00 Kpaii TOTM M He TIOBOPAYMBAsICh B CTO-
POHY ApHCTOHA, TPOTOBOPHJI, CIOBHO Pa3roBapuBasi caM ¢ COOOM:

— Tbl moHUMaeIIIb, YTO THI MOXKEIIIb TOTUOHYTh Tam?

— DMUIMi, s COpaBIiOCh. MeHsl TOTOBWIM K OJIMMITUACKUM Urpam ¢ 1ectu jeT. [TocKobKy
MOsI MeUTa TaK U He cObLIACH, TIO3BOJIb XOTS OBl MOYYacTBOBATh B BAIIIMX T'OHKAX.

— W 1 Oyzenis cyactimBee? — ABIYCT IOBEPHYJICS B €TI0 CTOPOHY.

— $1 6yny cambIM CUaCTJIMBBIM YeJIOBEKOM BO Bcell Pumckoit Mimnepuu, — oTBETH ApPUCTOH
Y YJIBIOHYJICS.
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Nmmnepatop nodecan yxe HapOCIIylo OOpOLy ¥ KMBHYJI TOJOBOM.

— TonbKo eciu Th MOTUOHEIIb, 1 OOMKYCh Ha TeOsI, TTOHSLT?

— Bc€ Oyner xoporiio, KJIsiHyCh TeOe.

— INoruGHers — s yOblo ceOs 1 Haziepy TeOe 3aHuIly B apcTBe Anpa. Tak yx 3Haid!

Apucton paccmesuicsi. OH ObUT yBepeH, UTO He TOJIbKO BBIKUBET, HO M MOOEIUT U TOTa, BO3-
MOXHO, OTel] OyAeT ropauTcs uM... Bepree, ropauics Obl.

3BOH TyOBI OTBJIEK APUCTOHA OT MPAYHBIX MbICJiei. OH TIOCMOTpeNT Ha apeHy W YBHIEI, Kak
U3 KYHHKYJ1a'!%* BBIIIIET MyCKYJIMCTOTO TEJIOCIOKEHHU S I POKOIUICUMA My>KUMHA, BOOPYKEHHBIH TJ1a-
auem. Ha rosioBe ero ObUT HaJET 11JIeM ¢ rpeOHeM, TeJIO 3aKPhIBAJIM HEKOTOPBIE YaCTH JOCTIEXOB. BhiT
OH B HaOeIpeHHOU TOBsI3Ke. BoIiisi Ha apeHy, HapoJ 3apyKoIUlecKal. Bce ckaHaupoBaiud B OAWH
roJI0C €ro UMsl.

— Kpeon! Kpeon! Kpeon!

«Kpeon?» — MbICeHHO MOBTOPUI UMs Traauatopa Apuctod. OH MPUBCTaI C JIOkKa, YTOOBI
JydIlie pasriisaeTb BouHa. [JlaquaTop XoAui 1o apeHe W MpUBETCTBOBA MyOiaMKy. OH SIBHO ObLT
TIOMYJISIPEH.

— K10 3107 — Cripocut TMXOpaiouHO APHUCTOH.

— O, — BooaymeBwiIcs ummeparop. — 91o KpeoH — camblil cuiibHbINA U3 I1aguatopoB. Korga-
TO OH ObLT IIEHTYPUOHOM, HO TOC/Ie paHeHUs YIIEN B OTCTaBKy. Tenepb OH BBICTYIAeT Ha apeHe U
€IMHCTBEHHbII U3 IT1aJUaTOPOB, KOTOPBIN CpaXkaeTcsl He 3a BOJIIO, a 3a JEHbIM. MBI C HUM COTpY/-
HUYaeM, a OH B3aMeH noOexk1aeT Ha urpax. M ciegyer 3aMeTHTh, 3a BCE BpeMsl OH eIlé HU pasy He
pourpsBaJl. YacTo MPOBUHUBIIUXCS MPECTYITHUKOB WJIM HEHABUCTHBIX MHE CEHAaTOPOB, s, 3a0aBbI
paau, BHITYCKAIO MX Ha apeHy, ¢ YCJIOBHEM, eci oHU nodensaT Kpeona, To s ux nomuiyo. B mpo-
IIUTBIA pa3 UX ObUIO JIeCsiTh, U KPeoH B ONMHOYKY CIIPAaBHJICS ¢ HUMH. ] Jaske MOoyMbIBAIO B3SITh €TI0
K ceOe B OXpaHy, Kak Jymaelib?

ApwuctoH Beriotesl. BocmoMyuHaHus CTany MeIEHHO TIOSIBJISITBCSI B €0 MaMSITH, OH CTapasics
yoenuts cedst, 4To 370 ipyroi KpeoH, XoTb BCE 1 coBnMagaio. BeIBIIMI IEHTYpPHOH. YIIIEN B OTCTAaBKY.
Ho uto oH nmemaet 3aech?

— Otkyna oH npu6sL1? — Cripocuin ApUCTOH.

— T'oBopwui1, uro u3 Kudepsl, — orBetnst dmumiuil. — EMy HeMMOBEpHO NOBE3J10, IOCKOJIBKY OH
nokunys Kudepy emg no cruxuitHoro 6eactus. Tenepb UBET B Pume co cBoeil ouapoBaTebHOM
cynpyroit ®nopoi. S yacto HaBellalo ero, ecy XOUelllb MOKEM CETrOfIHS CXOAUTh K HEMY BMecTe?

Apucton noonenren. OH yBuzes, Kak IIaJauaTop MpuOIMKaeTcs K OaTKOHY W MOIyMaJ, 4To
Kpeon nuer k Hemy.

— ABe, UMIIepaTop, UAYIIMIA HA CMEPTh, TPUBETCTBYET Tebs1! — ['poMko npodacun Kpeow.

Ternepb ApUCTOH OBbUT TOYHO YBEPEH, UTO 3TO ObUT UMEHHO TOT KpeoH, ero ObIBIINI yUUTENb.
HmmniepaTop MeJIeHHO Havasl MOAHMUMAThCS C MecTa U APUCTOH UCITYTaHHO BIEMWIICS B €rO TOTY.
SOMUIMI HeIOyMEHHO MOKOCUJICS HAa APHCTOHA CBEPXY BHU3 U PE3KO 3a0paB TKaHb CBOEW OHEXK[bI,
noztonién Ommke K nepuiam. OH MOAHST PYKU BBEpX, MPHUBETCTBYIO cBoW Hapon. Ilocie Toro, kKak
JHOJY CTUXJIA, OH 3arOBOPUJI TPOMKHM TOJIOCOM:

— CeromHst MbI COOPAIMCh 371€Ch, YTOOBI YBUAETH JOCTOMHOE MpezcTaBieHue! [la o0arput KpoBb
MOPaXkEHHOT'O ATOT TMECOK U J1a moMoskeT Bam DopryHa!

3aKOHYMB KOPOTKYIO peub, UMIIEPATOp CHOBA 3aHsUT CBOE jioxke. [lyOnuka craga moBTOPSTH
«ABe, 11e3apb!» U Mocye AIUTETHHOTO PYKOIUIECKAHUSI, HAKOHEI! YTUXJIH.

— Kask b1t pa3 xouy ckazarhb rnocie ciopa «PopTyHa» — UANUTE B 3aIHHILY, — [IPOTOBOPHII UMIIE-
parop u paccmestics. [Totom on oOpartuiicst K ApucToHy. — Uto 310 ObLI0?

— IIpoctu, — oTBeTHIT APHUCTOH. — MHE MOKa3aJ10Ch, Thl XOYEIllb CIIPBITHYTh C OaJIKOHA.

* o
10 TIOMENIEHUE ITOJ apE€HOU I IT1aJUaTOPOB.
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— CbIHOYEK, — JIACKOBO MPOroBopui umneparop. OH MOITaguil ero no BOJIOCaM U HaKJIOHMB-
IIKMCh Yepe3 CTeHKH JIOXKa, MOIeIoBasl ApUcToHa B MIEKY. — He Goiics, MaJTBIIT ¥ HACTIak 1aiics TTpe/I-
CTaBJICHUEM.

APHCTOH NIOCMOTpEN Ha apeHy W yBUZEN, KaK U3 KyHUKYJA BBIILIO OKOJIO JI0KUHBI BOMHOB.
Bce oHu ObUTH BOOPYKEHBI, HO OBUIO BUIHO, YTO OPYKHE OHU JIp:KaJi BIIEPBbHIC.

— Epetuku, — nosicHWI MIepaTrop M pacxoxXoTaJics.

— Ho 3710 %€eCTOKO, — TMXO ITPOroBOpr APUCTOH.

— OHM COBEpIIMIN MPECTYIUIEHNE U JOKHBI MOHECTH HakazaHue. S Obl MOTr MX MPOCTO pac-
MSATh, HO COIJIACUCDH — BBIITYCTUTh STUX UIMOTOB HAa apeHy B NOTEXY 3pUTENISAM Ky/la UHTEPECHEE.

— locrionp ¢ Hamu! — KpukHy/n ouH U3 €peTUKOB, OJETHIA B JUIMHHYIO ofexay. Ero cemas
6opona OpuTa BCKIoueHa U rpsa3Hoi. Cyfist 1o BceMy, 3TO ObUT MPEIBOIUTENb.

CrapuK BHITAITAI U3-TIO] OJE3K 16l OOJBINON IePeBSHHBIN KPECT M OPOCHB Med Ha TMeCcOK, MO/-
Hs1J1 ero K HeOy. Ero nocienoBareiv moBTOPHUIIM JEUCTBUS CBOETO yurTesl. Bce oM oTOpochim Meunt
B CTOPOHY U BOOPYKWJIUCh KPECTAMMU.

— V-y-y, cmeptb! Cmepthb epetukam! — Kpudanm 3putenu, Opocast Ha apeHy TyXJIble OBOIIIH,
bpykTHl M AA.

— Bo ums I'ocniona! — 3aroBopui rpoMKO MpeiBOAUTENb, MEAJIEHHO NIOAXO/s K UMIIEPATOpy. —
Bo nms Uucyca Xpucra! Iomumnyii, Hac, paboB Boxbux, 0, MpaBUTENIb CAMOW MOTYIIIECTBEHHOW B
mupe Umnepun.

Jlionmy cTanm XoXoTaTh B YHHCOH. KpeoH 0OHaXW/I CBOW MeU U pelivi NMo3a0aBUTh MyOUKY,
TOHSI €PETUKOB BOKPYT ApPEHBI.

[NonsB, 4TO MMIIEpaTOp He COOMpAETCsl CIIYIIaTh €ro, CTAPUK CKa3al:

— YMmpém Bo ums BeebimHero! Y monaiém k Hemy Ha HeOeca! Bpatbst Mon, He 60iTech, CMepTh
— 3TO BCEro JIMILb 3Tall Halen ku3HU. Beppre B bora u yxe cerogHst Mbl BCTPETUMCS C HUM.

— JIOBOJIBHO pasraronbCTBOBaTh, — ckasan KpeoH.

OH HanpaBWICS K CTAPUKY U JIETKUM JABUKEHUEM PYKU BOH3MJI CBOM Med B ero 1iedo. Ctapuk
He yoerasn. OH CTOSIT U CMUPEHHO CIAepKuBajl 00ib. Ero yueHUKH cHaeny Ha KOJICHSIX M MOJIWJIVCh,
LieJTysl CBOM KpecThl. Bee jkianu cBoei yyacTi.

Hapon HencroBcTBOBas1. Bee omycTrnm G0IBIION nasel BHU3 U KPUYaii OTHO CJIOBO — CMEPTh.

— OcranoBu ka3Hb! — Ckazan ApPHUCTOH U emé cuiibHee oOJeTHe.

KaroHn, KBUHT 1 nmniepaTop yaAUBJIEHHO IOCMOTPENN Ha APUCTOHA.

— Y06eii MeHs1, TOOPBIN YeIOBEK, — CKa3aJl CTapHK, I1saas Ha KpeoHa cBepxy BHU3.

— Her, — orBetun Kpeon u ycmexnyiics. — CHauana s nepepesky BceX TBOMX YUEHHUKOB, 5 X0uy,
YTOOBI THI BUJIEJ, KaK M3-32 TeOs MOruoaoT Apyrue Joau. Beab 3TO Tl MPOMBUT UM MO3TH CBOEH
€pechIO.

— Iomuiyii! — Bamonuscs crapuk.

Kt0-TO M3 yueHuKoB He Bblaep:xan U cxBatuil Med. KpeoHn paccmestics. OH Hayain MeiJIeHHO
MOAXOIUTh K BOOPYKEHHOMY epeTUKy. C Kaxk/bpIM I1aroM MOJIOIOW €PEeTHK APOokKajl U Maxajl BO BCe
CTOPOHBI CBOMM Me4yoM. KpeoHy Ha/li0es0 ¢ HUM BO3MUTBHCS U OJVH Pa3 3aMaxHYBILIMCb MEUOM, OH
oTpyous emy rosnoBy. KpoBb (hoHTaHOM mONIMIIACh HAaBEpX, 3a0pbI3rUBasi IEPBbIE PSbI U TECOK.

ApucToH ermé cuibHee modeaHen. Kak oHM MOTYyT MOJTyJath yAOBOJIBCTBHE, CMOTPS KakK yOu-
BalOT Oe33alUTHBIX Jofiei? boli HepaBHBIN M HEJJOCTOWHBIN. BhIMycTHTHL OBl cefiuac Ha apeHy Bcex
3pUTeNiel M pa3aaTh KakaoMy IO OPYXKHUIO, TIOCTIE 3TOTO IIAaIHATOPCKUE UTPhl MOKET BOOOIIIE 3arpe-
THJIM OBl U TIepecTaii MPOBOAUTh. OHM ydaT TOJIBKO KECTOKOCTU U APUCTOH YAMBIISUICS, KaK DMHU-
JIM MOT TaK PaBHOIYIIIHO CMOTPETh HA 3TO U €IIE CMESIThCS.

KpeoH Hauas roHATh 10 apeHe OCTaIbHBIX €peTUKOB. MHOIMe U3 HUX IUIAKaid U KpUYajiud O
MOMOIITA. 3pUTENTA CMEsTUCh, Kak Oe3ymHble. imneparop Toxe. Hakoner KpeoH moiiman oqHoro u3
HUX U Ha4aJI OTpyOaTh KOHEYHOCTH O YacTsaM. [Tapens ucromHo Buzxal. CTapuK IIakasl U MPOCKIT
OCTAHOBUTHCS.
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ApuctoH apoxan B nuxopaake. OH ClbIIan KPUKH MapHs, MPUUYEM MapHIO ObUIO IPUMEPHO
CTOJIBKO K€ JIET, CKOJIbKO U eMy camomy. CoBceM Mosofioi. CTONBbKO KPOBH OBLIO BBUTUTO Ha TIECOK,
YTO 3amax YyBCTBOBAJICS JAaXe B UMIIEPATOPCKOH Jioxe. FOHoIIe Ka3anock, 4To 3TO OH ceiiuac CTOUT
Ha apeHe Ha MecTe TOro HeCYaCTHOTO MApHSI U 3TO ero pa3pyoaioT, CJIOBHO CBUHBIO.

— Cmeptb! Cmeptsb! — Kpuuan Hapog.

— O-c-c-TaHOBM Ka3Hb...— IIenTaa APUCTOH. SI3bIK €ro He CIyIIaJICs.

3y0Obl cTyyanu Ipyr ot Apyra. OH caupall HOTTSMU KOXY Ha pyKax M Bech Apoxai. Ho mmrie-
parop He oOpaliai Ha Hero BHUMaHWSI.

[Tapens 3akpuyait eme rpomue, korga Kpeon HapounTo rnoBepHy:1 cBoit Med B ero tese. Heko-
TOpBIE HE BhIAEPKUBAIU 1 yOuBanu cedst camu. Ctapuk Bc€ eme cuaen u momwics. Hapon Henctos-
CTBOBAJI M ITPOCUJIM €IlE KPOBH, & HECYACTHBIE I'POMKO IJIAKAJIM, CTOHAJIM U KpUYaId OT 60H. DTO
ObUIM JIylIepa3Iupaloliie KpUKUM. APHUCTOH TIOHMMAJI, €C/IM OH ceiiuac He YWAET oTciona OH JIOo
COMIET ¢ yma, MO0 noTepsieT cozHanue. Ero Tommmno, eMy ObUIO XOJIOTHO, €r0 JIMXOPAAUTIO, Kpy-
KHJIACh TOJIOBA, HEUMOBEPHO OBICTPO OMIIOCH Ceplie, XOIOIHBIN IMOT OJiecTel Ha JIOY, a CBexkasi KpOBb
Ha pyKax MEJJIEHHO CTeKaJla Ha MOJl.

«Yomonok KpeoH, 310 Thl 3aciy:)KUBaellb CMEPTH». APUCTOHA HEOKUIAHHO TIOCETHIIN HEeHa-
BUCTh U 3JIOCTb, U IJIABHOE keaHue — youts Kpeona Bo 4yto Ol To HM cTasio. OH BCIIOMHHJI, KaK
KpeoHn nibITasncst ero u3HaCcHI0BaTh, Kak OOJIM3bIBAJ CBOUM MEP3KHM SI3bIKOM €0 TeJlo, Kak OuJI maj-
KOM, Kak mpenait...Kak crosn Ha mopore noma, oonumasi ®nopy. Iomonok. [TogoHOK!

He orgaBag oruéra B CBOMX IEHCTBUAX, OH MEJICHHO IMOAHSAJICA C JIoXka. BCE ObUIO Kak B
TyMaHe, HO B 9TOM TyMaHe OH BHJEJ OIHOro yejoBeka — KpeoHa. ApUCTOH CHSUT TOTY U OCTaJICs B
OJIHOM JIETKOW OeocHekHOM TyHHKe. KaToH HenoymMEHHO nocMotpen Ha Hero. KBuHT Toxke. KBUHT
cpasy 3aroi03puII 4TO-TO HeJlaJHOe. APHCTOH ObUT TIOXOX HA JMIIHBIIErocs: pasyma. CHOBa MOCIIbI-
mascsi Kpuk — 310 Kpeon orpyous Horu mapHio. Tenepb epetuk Obl1 TynoBuineM. Bece cmesich
Opocany B TeJIO HECYACTHOro siina. KpeoH BCTan Ha TyJIOBMINE M Ha4Yasl MpbIraTh Ha HEM, CIIOBHO
Ha TOyIIIKE.

Cepnue AprctoHa 3a0UII0Ch elie CHITbHEE, Ka3aJIoCh eIE Uy Th-UyTh U OHO BBIITPBITHET HAPYKY.
Nmnieparop nocMoTtpes Ha ApUCTOHA.

— Yrto ¢ To60#? — ObecrokoeHHO crpocuy dmuuii. — Tede mioxo?

APHCTOH MPOITYCTUJI €T0 cJI0Ba MUMO y1iei. OH CIIbllIaj TOJIbKO KPUKY HecyacTHbIX. He momHs
ce0s1, OH PUHYJICS K OTPaKACHHIO U HE YCTIeH MPETOPUaHIIbl COOOPa3UTh, KaK I0HOIIA yXKe CTOSUT Ha
apeHe. DMUJIMIA BCKOYMII CO CBOETO JIOKA U CXBATUIICS 32 JEPEBSIHHBIC MEpHIIa.

— Apucron! — KpukHyi oH.

3purenu 3apykoruieckani. OHM TyMaJli, 3TO YacTh MpeCcTaBIeHusl. APUCTOH TOTHST MeY C
3eMJI U HarpaBwics B ctopoHy KpeoHa. KpeoH cimiikom ObUT 3aHAT KePTBOM, YTOOBI OOpaTUTh
BHUMaHMe Ha oHorry. Ho crapuk TyT ke 3ameTu ero. OH MOAHSIT KPecT M KMBHYJI APUCTOHY.

ApUCTOH B351J1 B 00€ PyKH IIainid, Kak ero yumi KpeoH u yckopu miar. Kpeon HakoHel oBep-
HYJICS Ha3al. YBHUJICB WAYIIEro Ha Hero ApUCTOHA, OH MPOTEP miaza. To, YTo 3TO OBUI TOT CaMBbIii
APHCTOH OH HE MOT TOBEPUTh, KOO ToNIara, yTo oH norud emé Ha Kudepe. ApuctoH ObUT MOXOK Ha
npuspaka. JIuio ero 6pUI0 OJIETHBIM U Xy/IBIM, HAMHOTO XyJiee, KakiM KpeoH ero Buzen B mocyeaHuit
pa3. Ho korma ApuctoH nofomién ommke, KpeoH oco3Ham onmacHOCTh CBOETO MOJIOKEHHS U BCTA B
O0EBYI0 TIO3UIIHIO.

APUCTOH C SIPOCTBIO 3aMaxHYJICS, TPUIEM yIap ero ObUT HACTONBKO CUJIbHBIM U HEOKHU/IAHHBIM,
yto KpeoH uyTb He 00poHI Meu. OH ObUT B 3aMeNIaTeNIbCTBE U MPUXO APHCTOHA COBEPIIEHHO COUIT
ero C TOJKY. APUCTOH 3aMaxHYJICS elIé CUbHee, M yIapbl MOCHIIAIKCH IPAJIOM, IOHOIIA HAHOCHUII
yZIapbl HACKOJIbKO OBICTPO M TOYHO, YTO HATIOMHUHAJT MaliHy. KpeoH Havyas no-HacrosmieMy OosThCs
3a CBOIO JKM3Hb. BbUKMBIIME epeTHky HaOmoaanu 3a 0oemM u nogdagpuBaid ApUCTOHA. 3pHUTEH
Momyasi. OHM He TIOHUMAJIY, YTO MPOUCXOANT.

— OcTaHOBHCh, OCTAHOBUCH, — rOBOpUJI KpeoH, oTpaxas ynapsl.
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Ho Apwucron He cyman ero. [Tocie ouepenHoro ynapa, Kpeon odpoHuI Med 1 yraj Ha TIeCOK.
Bce 3araniu npixanue.

— Tomagu, mporty Teds1, — B3monuicst Kpeon.

— A b1 ux niomaaun? — Co 370CThIO cIpOCcKT ApHCTOH, ckaB 3yObl. — [Tomanun?! Toopu!

ApuCTOH MPOTKHYA ocTpueM Meua riedo Kpeona. Kpeon 3akpuuan ot 6omu. Torna Apucton
MOBEPHYJI Med BJIeBO, uToObl KpeoHy ObuIo emié OolbHee.

— Yomonok, Tel 3acimyxuBaenib cMepTi! — KpukHys1 ApiUCTOH U BHITAIIMII CBOM MeY U3 TUeda
Kpeona, HacTaBuB ocTpue Haj ero meei. — 1o Tede 3a Praopy, — yke THIIe TPOroBOpri ApUCTOH
Y XOTeJl YK€ BOH3UTh CBOM MeY B IIIeI0 OBIBILIETO YUUTENs, KaK UbsI-TO CyXasl pyKa OCTAHOBHJICS €ro.
ApucToH 00epHYJICS U YBHIIEN cTosIero crapuka. CTapyK MOJOKII CBOU PYKH Ha PyKH ApPUCTOHA,
i€ OH AepiKaJl PyKOSITKY Meya U CKa3all:

— MecTb He BbUIEUUT TBOE CEPALIE, MAJbUUK. Thl MCTHIIIb HE 32 HAC, OTHIONb. ICTOUHUK JIEKUT
r1y0oKO, B TBOEM mpornuioM. OTIIYCTH Ipexu TOro uyesioBeka, oH 6oseH. U npocrtu. IMpomienue —
JydIiiee JIeKapcTBO. YMETh MPOIIaTh — 3TO 1ap, M Thl UM 00JIa/1aelllb.

Crapuk roBopuII Tak, CJIOBHO OH YBUJIEJ ero npoiiioe. Apucton nocmotpesn Ha Kpeona. Kpeon
BBITJISIZIENT JKAJIKO M YK€ He HAallOMHHAJI TOTO HEMOOEAMMOTO I1aIaTopa, KOTOPOro Bce OOSUTUCH.

— Oroiigu ot Moero ceiHa! — [Tocblancs rojoc ummnepaTopa.

SOMUIMIA TIEN B COMPOBOXAECHUM OXpaHsbl 10 apeHe. OH OCTaHOBWJICS B METpe OT APUCTOHA U
MpUKa3aJl IPETOPUAaHLIaM YBECTH CTapUKa B KYHUKYJI. APUCTOH BCE €IIE JIepkajl CBOM Med HaJl 1ueeu
Kpeona. Apeny Hauanu yOuparh U HACHINATh HOBBIA NECOK. 3pUTeNN HAOMoAam 3a ApUCTOHOM.
OHM NOJHSIM MAJIBIIBI BBEPX U MPOCHIN APUCTOHA COXpaHUTh KpeoHy x13Hb, MO0 OHU yke ycrenu
MOTIOOUTH TJIaUATOPA.

— ApHCTOHYIIIKA, TTOCTYIIaid MEeHs, — Ha4aJl TOBOPUTh UMIIEPATOP, MEJUICHHO MPUOIMKASCH K
Apucrony. — OtiycTu Meu.

APpUCTOH MOCMOTpeJT Ha UMIiepatopa. B3ris ero OblT yCTaBIIMM U BhIpakal Oe3pas3iinyue.

Koraa Havamm npuOmmxarbcsi MpeTopuaHiibl, APUCTOH U3MEHWIICS B JIMILIE U TIPYIKAT MeY eé
onmmke, otvero Ha 1mee KpeoHa nmoka3zaack Karenbka Kposu. [1a3za Kpeona mmpoko packpsuiuck. B
HUX oTpaxaics crpax. CTpax nepej cMepThIO.

Nmneparop xectoM pyKku MpHUKa3ai MpeTopUaHiiaM He WATH 32 HUM U ITPOJIOJIKIIT IOAXOIUTh
B OJJUHOUKY.

— ApUCTOH, MOCMOTPH Ha MEHsI, — cKa3aJl umrneparop. — OTIycTu Meu.

«MecTp He BBIJIEYUT TBOE CEpALIe...» — BCHOMHWI APHUCTOH CJIOBa CTapuKa M MOCMOTpEN Ha
DM,

— Otmyctu Med, — oBTopu dMumii. CTOST OH yXke COBCeM OTM3KO.

— Ornycru meu! — Kpuuan Hapop B yHucoH. — [omanu ero!

Apucrod nocmorpen Ha KpeoHa, 3arem Ha jofei, 3ateM cHoBa Ha DMuiansa. HeoxuaanHo
CO3HaHue ero nposicHuIock. Cepytie nepectano OuThest Tak ObIcTpo. B3op cran sichbiM. OH MocMoT-
pen Ha Kpeona u ynuBwics ceoemy noezieHno. OH He MOMHWJL, Kak IornaJ Ha apeHy. Heysxkenu, on
HEBMEHsIeMbIii ?

— Kpeon? — Cripocust ApUCTOH, CIIOBHO BUJIET €TO BIIEPBHIC.

HeoxwnaanHo ronosa craia cBUHLIOBOM. Horm BaTHBIMU, PyKHU HE CITyIIAJIUCh. APUCTOH YBUJIEI
crapuka. OH CTOSIT Ha apeHe U KECTUKYJIUPOBAJ, CIOBHO Koyaysd. YUTO OH 37ech JeaeT, eciy ero
YBEJIM B KYHUKYJ1?

B ronose nociblanuck ronoca, CJIOBHO MOTYCTOPOHHUE, BCE IENTAIA — OTIYCTH, OTITYCTH.
Ho on He mor otnyctuth. OH *kenan cmeptu Kpeony, oH ero HeHaBuzes. ['oyioBa Kpyxuiach, nepes
I71a3aMU BCE IUIBLIO.

— ApUCTOH, — IOBTOPUJI UMIIEPATOP, HO APUCTOH HE BUJEI €TO.

IOHoma He cmor ornmyctuTh Meu. Jlepka ero B pykax, OH NOTepsil paBHOBECUE U yIIaJl CIIMHOW
Ha IeCOK.
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Hapon axHyn. ApUCTOH cbIa rojioca, Ho Obul ciier. Teno ero He moguuHsUIoch emy. OH
COBEPLIEHHO HE MOT BCTaTb.

3areM OH [T0YYBCTBOBAJI, KAK KTO-TO IMOJHSJ €70 Ha PYKH M YCIIbIIIAJ roj10c dMuiusl. [JJoBoIbHO
Hepa30opuMBbIl, Kak 1of Bojou. [Tocnie ronoc Kpeona. A 3atem rosioca CTUXJIM M APUCTOH TIPOBa-
JIUJICS] BO ThbMY.

&k

— ToI mpocTH ero, — roBopu rojioc Ivuius. — Cepyrie Moero cbiHa civikom goopoe. Cyas
10 BCEMY, OHO HE CMOIJIO BbIIEPKATh TY PE3HIO, YTO Thl YCTPOUIL.

APHCTOH OTKpbLI [J1a3a. JIexxas OH Ha MSAATKOM JIOKeE B J1a3apere AJ1s I1aguaTopoB. beuio ceto.
SOMUIHMNA CTOST BO3JIe CUASAIIETO Ha CKamelike KpeoHa, KOTOpomy JieKaph TMepeBs3bIBal OOJBHOE
riedo. Kpeon 3amernt mpoOyxaeHre ApUCcToHa M CTajl BHUMATENIbHO HabmoaaTh 3a HUM. FOHoIa
HaXMypHJICS.

— Ilpunuenc, Bam cbiH...— nporoBopui KpeoH, ykasbiBas HajblieM Ha JIOkEe ApPHCTOHA.
Bumumo, oH BcE emmé 0osiyicsl CBOero CTaporo y4eHUKa Mocjie TOro, 4YTo MPOU30IILI0 CEroIHS.

SOMUIMI NOBEPHYJICS K ChIHY M YJABIOHYBILIUCH, TIOAOIIEN ONvKe. APUCTOH Cell Ha JIOKe U
MOCMOTpes Ha cBoU pyku. OHU ObLIM TIepeBs3aHbI.

— Hy kak 151, 1yma mosi? — Cripocuii UMIIEpaTop U MOrIaanyi AprCTOHa MO BOJIOCaM.

APHCTOH NepeKIIoun BHUMaHKe ¢ umreparopa Ha KpeoHa v cMoTpes Ha yuutelisi, He Mopras,
CJIOBHO TIBITAsICh CKeub €ro CBOMM B3opoM. Mmrmeparop 3ametnn 3to. OH oOepHyscs k Kpeony u
YBUIEII, KaK INIaAUaTOp HEPBHUYACT.

— Bsl 3Hak0oMBbI? — Cripocus UMIepaTop.

— Ha, — TBEpHO OTBETHII APUCTOH M MOAHSLICS HAa HOru. KpeoH ¢ Monb00# TOCMOTpeIT Ha CBOETo
YUY€HUKA, MBICJIEHHO ITPOCS IMPOIICHU .

— ApwucroH, — 3arosopui KpeoH Ha rpeueckom. — Y MeHs ceMbsl, J04b, skeHa. Eciu Thl ceituac
paccKaxellb eMy BCE, TO OH MEHSI Ka3HUT.

— O 4ém BbI TaM LIYHIyKaeTech?

APUCTOH TaK JIOJTO He CIIBIIIAN IPEYECKOro sA3bIKa, 4To it Hero cinoBa KpeoHa Obuin HEMHOTO
yyxpMd. OH HE CTaJl HUYero oTBevyaTb. IMUIUI MOJOIIEN C3a/I1 U TOJIOKUIT CBOIO PYKY APHUCTOHY
Ha IJIeYO.

— DT0 MO¥i OBIBIINIA yUHTENb, — OTBETHII APUCTOH U TYT ke u3MeHwiIcs B ymie. OH Oonee He
cMotpest Ha KpeoHa ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO, IO BCEel BUAMMOCTH, OH peLlul ero nomaaure. — [lo3sons Kpeon
OyleT TpeHUpoBaTh MeHs?

— O, — ynuBwics umneparop. — Bot tak Bcrpeva. HaBepHoe, oH mocian Tede cynpOoi. [a,
Kpeony s noBepsiio, HaJel0Ch OH TIOATOTOBHUT Te€OsI JOCTOMHO.

— He comueBaiics, nanoyka, — ¢ HOTKOM €XUJHOCTA OTBETUJ APUCTOH.

SMUIMIA ¢ HeJOYMEHHEM NTOCMOTpe Ha ApUcToHa. Belib OH BriepBble HA3BaJl €70 CBOUM OTLIOM.
Nmneparop, He caepkaB CBOEN palocTH, IPUKaJ €ro K CBOeH Ipyau, MPUUYEM Tak KPEerKo, YTo Ka3a-
JIOCh, XOTeJ cJIoMath péopa. OgHaKo APUCTOH CKa3all 3TO C TOH 11eJIbI0, YTOOBI MOKa3aTh KpeoHy, KTo
OH U, KTO ApI/ICTOH. LITO6I>I OH HAKOHEI Ha4YaJl IMPOABJIATh YBAKCHUC K CBIHY ApI/ICTI/IIIa W HUKOrjaa,
HUKOr/1a 0oJiee He CMeJT IOJHSTh Ha HEero PyKy.

[NoxenaB KpeoHy cKkopemIero BhI3A0pOBJIEHHS, UMIIEPaTOp OTHPaBUIICS 0OPAaTHO BO JBOpEIL.
Bmecrte ¢ ApMCTOHOM OH €XaJl B OIHUX UMIIEPATOPCKUX HOCWIIKax. Mmmneparop nosysexan Ha Msr-
KHX TMOAYIIKaX ¥ HAOMIOaT 32 I0HOIIEeH. APHCTOH OOXBATHIT pPyKaMH KOJIEHU U CMOTpPEJ B OKHO.

— Hy u uto 310 661107 — CHIPOCHIT CePhEIHBIM TOHOM MMITEPATOP. — ThI OMO30PHIT MEHsI Tiepe/t
MOUM HapOAOM.

— IIpoctu, s He xoten, — orBeTus1 ApuctoH. OH 1 BripaBly packauBaics. Ho Bc€ eré moMHum
3TOT y*kac, KOTOPbIY IPOUCXOAMJI Ha apeHe.
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Nmnepatop noacen nodnuxe K ApUCTOHY | B3sUUT €0 JIMIIO B CBOU PYKH. APUCTOH UCITyTaHHO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha HETO U eMy TOKAa3aJoCh, YTO €ro JYUIIHA JPYr XoueT YOuTh ero, uoo B mocjeaHee
BpeMsi ApUCTOH BCE OOJIbIIIEe TIOHUMAJI, YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO He 3HaeT IMuius. C KaxIpIM JHEM OH
y3HaBaJ1 0 HEM BCE OOJIBIIE, TETIEPh OH 3HAJI, YTO €0 JIPYT MOKET OBITh HE TOJIBKO TOOPBIM U JIACKOBBIM
AJtekcanipom, KOTOPBIN BEAET ceOsh Kak Majioe ITUTs M BCeM HaJoeqaeT CBOMM MoBeleHueM. Her.
Iro umneparop. [Topemmresns. CaMblil MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIH YesioBeK. OTHOTO ero ecTa XBaTaeT, YTOObI
JIMILINTH YEJIOBEKA KU3HU. A II0CIIE UTPBI APUCTOH TENEPD EILE U Y3HAI, YTO KECTOKOCTD JOCTABIIAET
MMIIepaTopy YIOBOJIbCTBUE, PaJoCcTh. MOXeT, OH OyAeT CMesIThCS TaKXke, Korna OoH, ApUCTOH, OyaeT
Ka3HEH?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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