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AHHOTaAMSA

INocne maTexa, ApUCTOH BCTymaeT B Opak ¢ godepbio Juiibaapa
Kuccoil u nepeeszxaer xuth B Ko3dy. ApucTOHYy KaxkeTcs, YTO OH
CHOBA CUACTIIVB, Be/Ib OH HAKOHEI] PHOOPEN HOBYIO ceMbio 1 JoM. Ho
MMIIEpPAaTOp DMUJIUI HapyIlIaeT TTOKOM MOJIOIOW Maphl M "MoXuinaer”
ApucroHa k ceOe Bo JBopell. Bckope, aBrycT TOpKeCTBEHHO OObsIBIIET
0 CBOEM 3asIBJIEHMM — APUCTOH HA3HAYAEeTCs HACIEAHUKOM MPECTOIa.
Ho HuKTO, Hake caM APHUCTOH, He TIOAEPKUBAET BOJIO UMIIepaTopa
Y CUMTAIOT €ro BbIKUBIIMM M3 yMa. Bo BTOpoii 4acTu AprCTOHY CHOBa
MPEJICTOUT OOPOThCA 32 KU3Hb U BBUKUTH, YTOOBI criacTi PuMckylo
Nmnepuio.
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OT aBTOpA

[TpuBetcTBYyI0 TEOsI, MOI Oporoi untarens. [Ipexie, yeM Tol
HAYHEITh YUTATh MOIO KHUTY, XOUY ITpeAynpeanTs 1eds. Bo-mep-
BbIX, T4 KHUTA HAYETO He MPOMaraHANupPyeT U HOCUT UCKITIOUU-
TEeJIBHO pa3BJIeKaTeNIbHBIN XapakTep. Bo-BTOPHIX, Bce repou BhI-
MBIIILJIEHBI, U JII0O0E CXOICTBO C peaslbHbIMU JIIOIBMHU SIBJISIETCS
JIMIIIb COBMAJeHUeM. B-TpeThux, mpollly 3apaHee U3BUHUTH Me-
HsI 32 MOE HeBeKecTBO B obnactu ucropun [Ipesrero mupa. Co-
BETYIO HE TPAaTUTh BpeMsl Ha TIOUCK UCTOPUIYECKUX OLITUOOK, ITO
BCETO JINIIb (DAHTACTUKA, & HE UCTOPUYECKUI poMaH. Takxke Xo-
9y COOOIIUTDb, YTO BpeMsl, ONKCHIBAEMOE B KHUTE, PABHO IPH-
MEpHOMY MpaBJieHuI0 uMmmnepartopa Anekcangpa Cesepa.

Ha stom s mpoiatock ¢ ToOOM 1 Kenaro MPUATHOTO YTeHMS !



IIpoJor

['omy6oe HeOo 3aTsAHYJIOCh CEepoil MeJieHOM, HallOMUHAIoIIEeH
CBMHLIOBYIO JIOXKY. BBUIO CBIPO, XOJIOHO ClIErka MOPOCHJT MOK-
pbli ¥ MPOTHUBHBIA JOXK[b, KOTOPBIM IIEN YXE BTOPOIO HEZE-
Mo. SIBCTBEHHO YyBCTBOBAJIOCH MPUOIMKEHNE OCEHU. DTO Bpe-
Ms rojia Ka3ajaoch CaMbIM OMEP3UTEIbHBIM MOJIOZIOMY JIETUOHEPY
Cukcry daycry, KOTOPBIi ObUT TPUCTABJIEH OCYIIECTBISTH OXpa-
HY AJpUaHOBOIO BaJja.

Bricokasi KameHHUCTasi CTeHa, CJerKa IOKpbITass MXOM M
HECKOJIBKO pa3 TMO[JaBlIascs pPEMOHTY, IpOCTHpaslach Ha
HECKOJIbKO MuJIb (117 kmnomerpos) Ha npocropax bpuranuu,
Jlonnuanymal*. Tam, rae 3eMiTio MOK pbIBaJIM T'YCTHIE JIECa, Hallo-
MUHAIOLIME IETUHY, CO3JaHHYI0 U3 MHOECTBA MUITyMOB>* Jie-
TMOHEPOB, 0OOPOHSBIIMXCS BO BpeMsl 0051, cTeHa Obljla clesiaHa
NperMYyIIeCTBeHHO U3 OpEBeH. Tawm, 171e JepeBbeB MPaKTHUECKH
He OBbUTO, 1 3eMJIst ObLIA TOJION, CTEHY COCTaBJISUTN OYJIbDKHUKH,
KHUPIIMYH, @ B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax Jaske ITIMHA U recok. Mimmepa-
Top Anpuad Yienuit TpasH®* BouCTHHY ObUT BEJIMKUM YesIoBe-
KOM U BpeMs €10 MPaBJIEHHUs CMEJIO MOKHO Ha3BaTh 30JI0ThIM Be-
KOM. CKOJIBKO ITPEKPACHOTO OH OCTABUJI B HACJIEACTBO PUMCKOMY
Hapony. [Tomumo 3aBoeBaHM ¥ TIOKOPEHHBIX HAPOJOB, MOXHO

1" Howupon
2" TMnym — pUMCKHMIA IPOTHK, KOPOTKOE KObE.

3" Pumckuit umnepatop



B3SITh B Ka4ecTBe MmpumMepa 1ot ke [laHnteoH. IToT 6oKecTBeH-
HBII XpaM BIepBble ObLT CIEIaH B BUjIEe KyoJIo0Opa3Hou (op-
MBI, YTO CUMBOJIM3UPYET HAIY IUIAHETY, BECh MUP, BCIO 3E€MJIIO.

JlermoHep BHITED C JIMIIa KalelabKKU 0K/, KOTOpPbIE HAIUIU
BO3MOXKHOCTb 3a0pbI3raTh €ro HAYUCTO BHIOPUTOE JIMIIO, HECMOT-
Ps1 Ha KO3BIPEK Ha METHOM IIIJIEME, KOTOPBIY TOKPBIBAJI €0 I'0JIO-
By. [lapeHb nocuiipHee yKyTascs B TEIIBIN TUIAL U ITOJIOXKNJI J1a-
JIOHb Ha PYKOSITh MeUa, YTOObI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS B €r0 HATMYHU.

CkBO3b TyMaH, KOTOpbIi, BIIPOYEM, U CO3JaJl MOPOCSIIIHIA
JOX b, OH Pa3mIIsiiesl TpUOIKaIoNyocst (purypy. 1o ObLT Jie-
ruonep Hymepuii [Ty6mnuit, npyr Cukcra, KOTOpbIN Takke HaXxo-
JWJICSL HA CTOPOXKE BaJja.

— TpexnaTeiii 10Xb, — BMECTO MPUBETCTBUS cKazan Hywme-
pui.

— Hackonbko 51 momHio, Hymepuii, — Hauaa roBOpuTh 4aco-
Boi1 iernoHep Cukcr PaycT, — IMEHHO Thl IPE3UJI TOCTYIIUTh Ha
ciyx0y B VicmaHCKU# JIETHOH.

— a, Ho...Knsnyck yecTsio Bectanku! f He Tymail, 4To 31eCh
HACTOJIbKO OTBpaTUTEJIbHAS MOT0JA.

Hymepuii paccternys pemMeniok noj HoaO0OpOIKOM U CHSLT
nuieM. Ero TéMHbie BOJIOCH ObLTM MOKPBIMHE OT TIOTa. PaycT riny-
OOKO B3JOXHYJI M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI MOJTYa HaOIoa 3a MoBe-
neHueM ceoero apyra Hymepus. Ho Tyt ciyx ero ynoBui ye-
TO KPUK.

— Capiumiis? — B3BOJIOBaHHBIM T'OJIOCOM crtpocuil Paycr.

— Yro? — He nonsin Hymepun.



— Kaxercs, s ciplinan Kpuk.

—I'ne?

— Cyns o BceMy, 3a CTEHOU.

Hywmepuii 3amep Ha Mecte u Toxe npuciyiaicsa. Ho kpukos
Ooubilie He mocnenoBano. Hymepuii noxain reyamu.

— Te6e mokazasnock, — ckazan Hymepwmid.

— Iymato, cieyer NpoBEpUTb.

daycr Obu1 HUKE Hymepust pocToM, OTOMY eMy MPUIILIOCH
MIOJICTAaBUTh JIEPEBSHHYIO JIECTHUILY, YTOOBI BBIVISTHYTh W3-32
crensl. Hymepuii HaOmonast 3a TeM Kak My4aeTcsi ero MOJIOAOH
ApYr U YCMEXHYBUIMCH, 3a0pajl JIeCTHULY U 3ajie3 caM. Payct
CMYIIIEHHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY M Hauasl HaO10/1aTh 32 APYTOM.

— 3/ech HUKOIO HeT, — npokpuyai ceepxy Hymepuii.

dayct npUKpBUT JIAJOHBIO [J1a3a OT J0K/1s1, KOTOPBIM Majall ¢
HeOa 1 yBUJE JIETAILYIO CTpey.

— Hymepuii! — Kpuknyn ®aycr. — Buus!

Ho npexne yem Hymepuii ycrien aro-im60 cooOpas3uth, BTO-
pas crpeiia yxe ycresa MpoH3uTh ero tesno. Hymepuii norepsii
pPaBHOBECHE U CBAJIMJICSA 32 MpeJielibl AJJpuaHoBa Bajla Ha TEPPU-
TOPHIO IUKUX BapBapoOB.

— Hywmepuii! — CHoBa kpukHyn Payct, HO ObLJIO CIUIIKOM
MIO3/IHO.

Kpuku Bpaxeckoro Hapoaa yCUJIMIUCh B KyIle CO CTYKOM KO-
IBIT ¥ IIYMOM YCWJIMBAIOLLETrocs AOXK/s1, IPEBPATUBLINCH B Ka-
KO(OHUIO. DTO OBLTH KEJIbTHI*¥.

4 BapBapckuil Hapo[l, MX Tak:ke Ha3bIBAJIU rajulaMu.



dayct puHyics 3a moagMorou, kpuda Ha Oery: «Kenbto! Keb-
ThI!»

Bckope nos-narepst ObL10 yke 3a/1efiCTBOBAHO B KPOBOIIPO-
JIMTHOM OUTBE, KOTOPYIO YCTPOMIIM Op/Ibl BapBapoB. KenbThl yHU-
YTOXAJIM CTeHY, KpyIlia e€ U MOJKUrasi, HOpoBsi TPOOUTH B Hel
opentb. CoTHE GOpOAATHIX M KOCMATHIX BOMHOB, OAETHIX B pa3-
HbIE OICKIbl U MIEPEKpAIlICHHbIE B Pa3HbIE 1[BETA, CUHUE, 3€Jie-
HbIE, KpacHble, OCAANIIN BaJl, 3aJ1€3as1 HA HETO U CIIPHITMBAas BHU3.
Tam ux % a1 nuku Jiernonepos. Ho BapBapoB CTAHOBWIIOCH BCE
Ooutbilie ¥ OOJTBIIE, 2 JKUBBIX JIETHOHEPOB BCE MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIIE.

Jlernonep Cukcr ®ayct HaGMoOgA 32 MPOUCXOASIIUM U TO-
HUMaJI, YTO pUMJISIHE TPOUTpbIBaIOT. K HEMY NOIOIIEN LIEHTY pU-
OH U cxBaTui 3a iedo. Ot HeoxuaaHHOCTU CukcT PaycT Bbl-
XBaTHJI UCITYTAaHHO M€Y ¥ 9yTh He YOMJI COOCTBEHHOTO KOMaHIN-
pa.

— Cajiich Ha KOHA M OTHpaBisAncs B Pum, — ckazani ueHTypu-
OH. — MBI Tepnum NopakeHue, HAIMX JIIJEeW CIUIIKOM MaJo.
HyxHa nomomis ot uMmneparopa.

LleHTyprOH mepeaan MeloyYeK ¢ 30JI0TOM B pyKH 0OecKypa-
’KEHHOT'0 JIETUOHEPA U y3/1y IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOM JIOIIA/IH.

— Ilouemy nmeHHO g7 — CpoCuII JIETUOHEP.

— [Motomy uTO Ha BOWHE OT TeOsI HUKAKOTO MPOKY, — OTBETHII
HEHTYPUOH U PUHYJICS B OOIA.



I'nasa 1. Haciegnuk nmmneparopa

JlecsaTkn paOOB CHOBAJIM IO HEJABHO IOCTPOEHHOMY JIOMY,
paccrapJisiss MeOesb 0 3aj1aM, co3aBas yioT 1 KOMQopT.

Hacrymuno ytpo. Pannee, conneunoe yrpo. He6o Ob110 m3y-
MpYIHO-YMCTHIM, HAIOMHHAIIee Ireiickoe MOpe, OMBIBAIOIIEe
pPUMCKHE TPOBUHLIMM, HEKOTAa NPHHAJUIEKABIINE IPEYECKUM
uapsM. B Tom uucine u ocrpoB Kudepa, KOTopelil 10 HeJaBHUM
HOBOCTSIM ObLT YHHUTOKEH B PE3YJIbTaTe CTUXUITHOTO OEJCTBHS.
Jlionu, KOTOpBIe KUJIM MAPHOW U CIIOKOWHOM KU3HBIO JaXxe He
MOIJIU ¥ TIPEJICTaBUTh, YTO B OIMH MOMEHT OHU OyIyT JIMIIEHBI
BCETO U OTNPaBATCS B AuJl. BO3MOXXHO, HEKOTOPBIM U3 HUX BCE
e yIaI0Ch CIIACTUCh, HO MOKA YTO HUKTO 00 3TOM HE CIIBIIIIA.

Monomo¥ yenoBeK, O[eThIid B PUMCKYIO TOTY, CHMBOJIM3UPYIO-
I1y}0 PUMCKOE I'Pak/IaHCTBO U COBEPILIEHHOJIETHE, CTOSLI IOCpe-
JMHE NIMKAPHOTO, IPOCTOPHOTO JIOMA, XOTS HE TAKOTO POCTOp-
HOTO ¥ BEJTMKOJIETTHOTO, KaK IOM M3MeHHWKa ceHaropa KopOy-
JIOHA, U OTJaBaJ MPUKa3bl CHYIOIIEMCS padam.

VBujieB, Kak olvH U3 padOB HEYKJIIOKE HECET JOPOrylo am-
opy, MOI0/10¥ TOCTIONUH MOAOLIEN K HEMY U TIOMOT JIOTAIUTh
€€ 10 arpuyma.

— Brnaromapio Bac, rocrionuH MoM, — TPOU3HEC HEYBEPEHHBIM
roJIOCOM pad.

— Jla 6poch Thl, — OTBETHJI BECEJIBIM TOHOM MOJIOZION TOCIIO-
IvH. — § BCE paBHO ymMHpaio OT Oe3/1ebsl.



— lNocnonyH, — OKJIMKHYJ TOJIOC C3a/M.

[Tapenp moBepHyJICs Ha3aja U yBUAEN (PUIYPY BOJBHOOTILY-
menHnka Ocropust KopOysoHa, HeKoraa HaXOIsAIMIACS B yCITy-
*keHuu ceHaropa KopOysoHa.

— Bamma cynpyra npu0suia.

Monono# rocroarH MUPOKO YABIOHYJICS 1 BHIOSKaT HA Y-
1y. OceHHMI1 XONIOIHBII BETEp pacTpenall KyapsiBble 3010ThbIe BO-
JIOCHI IOHOIILIY, YEM-TO HaIlIOMUHAIOLINE JIUCTbS.

N3 noBo3ku BhIIe31a pUrypa AeBYIIKH, 3aBEPHYTasA B TEM-
JIbII TUIAI U3-T0J] KOTOPOro BBIIMPAJ KPYIUIblid :kMBOT. Moro-
JI0i TOCTIONUH OOHSUT IEBYIIIKY U TOIEJIOBAI B JIOO.

— 3auem T1hI nipuexaia B Kozy? — Cnipocus Mosiofgou rocro-
JVH.

— OTTOrO, YTO COCKYYMJIACh MO TeOe, APHCTOH, — OTBETHIIA
Kucca.

C Ttex nop, Kak ApUCTOH cllac uMneparopa 1 Bcio Pumckyio
Wmrnepuio OT CMyThl, OH CTaJl )KUTh HAMHOIO JIy4Ille MpeXkHe-
ro. OH Oonbinie He ObLT padOM M TOTYYMJI PUMCKOE TpakIaH-
CTBO B CyA€OHOM MOpsiAKE 3a 0COObIe 3aciyry mepes rocyaap-
cTBoM. MmmepaTop BbLIEIMI €My W3 Ka3Hbl AEHBIU HA CTPOU-
TEJLCTBO HOBOTO JIOMa, a TaKXke IMOJHOCTBIO OIUIATHJI BCE pac-
XOfIbI Ha CBa/Ib0Y, KOTOpPAst COCTOSIIACH MECSI] Ha3a/1 U TIOJapHI
Apuctony HeOombIIy0 (hepMy, KOTOpast HAXOIUIaCh Heroaase-
Ky OT HoBoro joma. Kazanock Obl, ApMCTOH ObLT CUACT/IMB, HO
qy>KOMHA HEBOJILHO 3aCTaBJIsIa BCIOMUHATH O POAMHE U O OJH3-
KHX, KOTOpbIE OCTaJIUCh TaM. EcM B )KU3HU pouTesiel OH Co-



MHEBAJICSI, TO B JKU3HU JIIOOMMOTro pada AHTHOXa ObLT yBEpeH.
OH xuB. VI OH 3TO YyBCTBOBaJI BCEM CBOMM YKCTHIM M I0OOPHIM
cepALEeM.

JlBe Henenu Ha3a/l OH 3aHsJICS IOMCKaMU CBOero japyra. Mm-
nepaTop Mociaa HECKOIbKO JECSITKOB MOMCKOBBIX OTPSIIOB, KO-
TOpBIE UMEJTH OOJIBITION OTBIT B PO3BICKE Jiiofiel. MimmepaTop cra-
paJics clieniath BCE, UTO B €r0O CUJIaX, YTOObI €0 HOBBIM JIPYT ObLI
cuactmBee. I Apucron Obu1 Onaropapen emy. B Pume npasur
BOMCTUHY CIPABEIJIUBBII 1 BETUKOLYIIHbIA UMIIEPATOP.

Koraa mononoxéns! 3anum B oM, Kucca ckazana:

— Kakon uyaecHbIi 10M.

— Bouctrny. OpiHaKo OH CTaHeT ellé 4dyaecHee, Korjaa paosl
3aKOHYAT C €r0 O(POPMJICHUEM.

— HeBaxHo, ectb 11 B HEM MeO€EIb WX HET, BAYKHO TO, MUJIBIH,
YTO 3TO HAII ¢ TOOOM JIOM, U ThI XKUBEIIb PSIIOM CO MHOM.

ApHUCTOH POOKO TO1IEIOBAJT CBOIO CYNPYTY U IIOMOT CECTb Jie-
BYIIIKE Ha JIOXKE B aTpUyMe.

— Cnacu0o0, 4TO OTKa3ajics OT JODKHOCTH CeHaTopa, ApH-
CTOH, — cka3zana Kucca. — 51 He xouy, 4T0OBI ThI CHOBa OBLIT 3a-
MeIllaH B TOCY/IapCTBEHHBIX €JaX, 3TO CIMIIKOM OMacHo. Yem
MEHBIIIE MbI 3HAEM, TEM [JI0JIbIIIE U CIIOKOMHEE KUBEM.

— CosepiieHHO TO4HO, Kncca, — oTBeTrI APUCTOH U HAJIAJ
cebe BuHA. — [la 1 Kakoil U3 MEeHsI CEHaTop, 5 BeJlb a0COTIOTHOE
HEBEKEeCTBO B 0OJIACTM PUMCKOTO 3aKoHomarenbcrBa. OT MeHs
TaM He OyJIeT HUKAKOTrO TIPOKY, JIyuliie st Oyay psaoM ¢ ToOOM 1
peOEHKOM.



— IIpok ot 1eds, ogHako, ObLI, MyX MOH, — 3ameTiiia Kucca
Y KaK-TO U3MEHUJIach B Jiuile. — MI00 UMEHHO THI cTiac rocyaapsi
OT HEMHHYEMO THOeNu.

— A oH cnac meHA. Bc€ B 3TOM MHMpe B3aMMOCBSA3aHO U HE
npocto Tak. Eciv Obl 51 He cOexan u3 IoMy, TO MeHs Obl He TTOXH-
THJTK ipathl. Eciv Obl s He ToTa B JIyMlaHAPUI, TO HE BCTPETHIT
ObI TEOs1, TI0O0Bb MOsI. 1 BO3MOXHO, 51 ObI He cTan padom Kop-
OyJIOHa 1 HY 32 4TO Obl HE Y3HaJI, YTO HA UMIIEpPATOPa TOTOBUTCS
3aroBop. U yx Tem Oosee HUKOrIa Obl HE TOAPYKUIICS C HUM.
Ceituac MHe 16, 1 51 y&ke UMelo CBOE X031 CTBO, CBOM JOM U IIpe-
KpacHy1o xeHy. {1 cuactms, Kucca. Uro eme MoxHO xenarb?

— UroObl peOGEHOK poauiicsl 310pOBbIM, — OTBeTUIa Kucca u
YJIBIOHYJIACH.

— 51 yBepeH, 4T0 MOW OTHPBICK OYy/IET CAMBbIM 3[JOPOBBIM M Ta-
KHM K€ KPacHUBBbIM, KaK €ro MaTb.

ApucToH cHoBa noresnioBai Kuccy, Tonbko Ha 3TOT pa3 noue-
Jy# ObUI CTpacTHee U JOJbIIIE.

K Bedepy paObl HAKOHEI] 3aKOHYMIIM C TIEPEe3J0M U Paccop-
TUPOBKOH MeOeJr, U MOJIOOKEHBI BIIEPBbIE TPUCTYITAIIH K YKH-
HY B X HOBOM JIOME.

Ha ynwuiie gyn cunbHbii Betep. Ero cBUCT ObLT CITBIIIEH Aaxe
JoMa. B 3TOT MOMEHT HEBOJIBHO AyMajlOoCh, HACKOJIBKO XOPOLIO
cernyac CHJIETh B TEMJIOM JIOME, BO3JIe KAMUHA U MTONUBATh MOJ0-
IpeToe BUHO, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OBITh HA YJIUIIE, IJI€ XOIOJHbII
BETep MPOJYBAET BCE KOHEUHOCTH U KOCTH, a IOK/Ib JILET KaK U3

Bepa.



Ocropuii HaXoAWICSl MOJJIE CYNPYrOB CO CBOMM HEU3MEH-
HbIM KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM ¥ Moa4al. Ho BOPYr KTO-TO MmocTydal
B JIBEPb.

— NHTepecHo, KTO Obl 3TO MOT ObITh, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH U CO-
Oupasicsi yke BCTaTh C MATKOTO JIoka, HO OCTOpUI OCTaHOBHII
ero.

—T'ocrioguH, g cam.

— Tw1 32a6b1BaeIIb, APUCTOH, KTO Thl, — cKa3asa Kucca u yemex-
HYJIaCh.

— To1 npaBa, Kucca, — orBetist Apuctod. — MHe Bce enie Ka-
*kercst, uto s pad. CTpaHHO. ..

— Ecnu Th1 pad, To TONBKO MOETO ceplia.

ApuCTOH yIBIOHYJICSl M TIOKpacHeN B cBeTe ceeveld. OH nofo-
JBUHYJICS K CBOEH BO3TIOOIEHHON M UX TYOBI CHOBA CIIAJIMCH B
CTPaCTHOM TIOIIeJTye, HACTOJIbKO OHM JIIOOWJIM APYT JIpyra, 4To
LI€JIOBATHCS MOIJIM IEHHO U HOLIHO. OHHU JJa)e HEe 3aMETHIIU, KaK
B arpuyM BepHyiics Ocropuii. Ho Octopuii Obu1 He onuH. Bob-
HOOTIYIIEHHUK MMPOKPAXTEN B KyJIaK HECKOJIBKO pa3 U ApUCTOH
HakoHen ornyctui Kuccy.

[locpenune crosiia BbicOKast Myxckas ¢purypa B ruianie. Ye-
JIOBEK OBbLT MOKPBIM C HOT 10 TOJIOBBI. Horu ero nokpsiBaim Ko-
JKaHbIe Carioru, Kakue OOBIYHO HOCSIT UMIIePATOPBHI.

— dMwmid? — YIuBuics ApUCTOH.

Kucca Havasa BctaBaTh CO CBOEro MecTa, YTOObl TOKJIOHUTh-
Csl, HO UMIIEPATOP KECTOM IpUKa3al el cuaeThb. [leBylike pe-
KO IMTPUXOAWIOCHh BUJIETh MMIieparopa. Eciau cuutars KOnM4ecTBo



pa3, Koraa el mocyacTIMBUJIOCh €r0 BCTPETUTh U BOOUHUIO YBU-
J€Th, TO JAHHOE KOJIMYECTBO HE MTPEBBIIAET IBYX-TPEX 3a BCIO €€
ku3Hb. [la, BIpoueM, Kak/Iblii pa3 OHa cTapajach YUTH, YTOOBI
HE MelllaTh MY KYMHAM M TOJIKOM HE BIJIsIIbIBAJIACh B €r0 JIMILIO,
YTOOBI HE OKA3aTh HEYUYTHBOCTD 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K TIPABUTEIIO.

SMUIUI CHSUT KAITIOIIOH ¥ OOHAKIT CBOIO TonioBy. Ero rycreie
BOJIOCHI, KOTOPbIE KOTIa-TO ObUIM KOPOTKOM CTPHKKOM, 00pOCIn
Y 3aBUBAJIUCh BO MHOKECTBO KosieueK. OH ObUT KyIpsIBbIM, Kak
TPeK U 3TO Jefajo ero eme npekpachee. Ero kapue rinaza Opum
TYCKJIBIMU U ycTaBIIMMU. bopona xe craa ele ryiue u B LejIoM
BUJI ero ObLJT BeCbMa HEOMPATHBIM, KaK y Oe3JIapHUKa>* WU TOo-
MPOIIANKH.

— Yro ciyuynstocs? — Cripocut ApUCTOH, BCE €I1IE CUAS Ha CBO-
€M JIOXKeE.

— HemenyieHHO MOJHUMU CBOM 33/, — MPUKa3al HEOKUIAHHO
SOMWIMI. APUCTOH HE MOHSUI, UYTO UMEET B BUJY €TI0 JIpYyT, TOrna
aBI'yCT CHOBA MOBTOPUJI TEM K€ MMOBEJIUTETbHBIM TOHOM: — MOJI-
HUMUCB K€ U TIOJOMTH KO MHE.

Kucca 3anepBHryaia. ToH aBrycra e€ CMyTHII U [TOCEST HEXO-
pOILIKE MBICJIH /1J15 OllaceHUs1. APUCTOH Toxe He MoHsu1. Ho mpu-
Ka3y noguuHuicsa. Korga oHoma nojgomen K MOKpoMy UMIIE-
paropy, OH BOIPOCHUTEIBHO MOCMOTPEN aBrYCTy B IIa3a U CTAJl
OKUIATh €r0 JAIBHENIINX JEUCTBUM.

To, 4To OBLIO JasIbllle HUKTO He Oxxuaal. MiMmnepartop, HaKJo-
HUBIIUCH HaJl APHCTOHOM, 3aKJIIOUWJI €T0 B KPETKUe OObITUS U

3 TO XK€ 4TO 6€3HOMHLIﬁ.



YIBIOHYJICS] IETCKOW CYACTIIMBOM YIBIOKOM.

— Kax xe 51 1o Tebe cKyJas, MOl MaJibIil ApUCTOH, — TPOoOyO-
HWJI KaK-TO HEBHSATHO DMUJIHA.

Crnyctsi MUHYTY OH BCE K€ 3acTaBMWJI ceOsl OTIYCTUTDH TENO
ApHCTOHA ¥ TOPAO BHIMPSIMUThCH.

— IMumi, 3a4eM Tol puien? Yro-to ciyunsnocs? — [Tosro-
PWJI CBOM BOMPOC APHUCTOH.

— A TbI 4TO He pajJ MeHs BUeTh? — YAUBWIICS UMIIEPATOP U
10 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHUIO HAJYJT MO-JIETCKU TYOKHU.

— Pan, 6e3ymHO pan, Apyr Mo, — OTBETHII APUCTOH U TTOXJIO-
naj uMreparopa 1o rmiedy. — Ho B Takyio moromy rnoBeiuTeo
Mupa He clielyeT NOKUAaTh npeaensl [lanatina, 3To MoOXeT Tio-
XO OTPa3UThCS HA TBOEM 3/I0POBBE.

— 3710poBbe, 3I0POBbE, — HEJOBOJILHO MPOOYOHUIT UMIIepa-
TOp. — [lpy3bs BaskHee 300poBbs, sicHo? U BooOIIie, y MeHs K Te-
Oe mpeaoKeHre, WM HEeT — MPOoch0a, a eClI Thl OTKaKeIbCs,
TO OYyJIEeT U PUKA30M.

SOMuMi yIeIOHYICS.

— 4 cnymaro.

— Jleno B ToM, Mastbii ApUCTOH, UTO C TeX MOp, KaK 51 OTpyOuI1
rojioBy npenaremo KopOysoHy, si COBEPIIIEHHO HE CIPaBIISIIOCH
C TOCYIapCTBEHHBIMH TIOTHOMOUMSIMU. AJIpUaH — MOW COBETHUK
W TpaBasi MOsI pyKa, KOHEUHO, BCYECKH TIHITAETCS] BO3JIOKHTh
Bce 00s13aHHOCTU Ha ceOs1, HO OH cTap! OH emE MeHsl HSIHYWI,
Kor/a 51 ObUT MATIOTKOM. §I cUMTAlO, UTO OH HE CIIPABJISIETCS U EMY
HYKEH MMOMOIIHUK. MOJIOIOM MOMOIIHUK. A MHE JIpYT ...



DMWIMI HOIMUTHYJL.

— Tb1 XOuenb, YTOOBI 51 CTaJT TOMOIITHUKOM TBOETO CeKpeTapsi?

— OH He cekperapb! — Yemexnyicss IMuani. — OH MOKHO
CKa3aTh £, TOJIBKO cTapee U ypommsee. Ha HEM 3uxkiercsa um-
nepus. Bee rocynapcTBeHHBIE Jie1a 1 IOPYYrIl EMY.

— A Kak ke ceHaTopbl?

— Cenaropni? I1¢...He noxnayrcs. Ilycts u gansiue rpesar o
BpPEMEHaX pecIyOIMKH, HO rOCY1apCTBEHHBIMU MOJTHOMOUYUSAMU
s MX HU 3a 4YTO He Haaemo. [1ycTb BOH, pemaioT cyaeOHble ae-
JIMILIKY, 2 BONPOChkl TPOBUHUMEI. C OCTaJbHBIM CIPAaBUMCS Mbl
— Anpuan, g u te! Jla 31paBcTBYeT Besmkas tpouna! Ypa!

SMUJIMIA HAJIWT U3 KYBLIMHA, CTOSAILETO Ha CTOJIE, BUHO B ME/JI-
HBII OOKa U OBICTPO OCYIIWJI COEPKUMOE, BHITEPEB ThIJIbHOW
CTOPOHOM PYKH YCBI.

— Jla Kakou OT MeHsl, MPOK, Ballle aB'YCTEUIIECTBO. . .

— Thl ce0s HemoolieHMBaellb, ApUCTOH. Thl OYEHb YMHBIN
MaJIbuMK, YBEPEH MPOKY OT TeOs1 OyAeT rmodosee, 4eM OT CTaporo
nepayHa Anpuana. TolbKO Tel eMy 00 3TOM HE TOBOPH.

SDMUIMIA paccMesyICs UCTEPUYECKUM X0X0ToM. CMex ero Obut
KPacHUBBbIM, 3BOHKHMM, HO CJIMILIKOM JIOJITUM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH COLIEN
C yma.

Apucron nocmorpen Ha Kuccy. Ta Bbipaxkaiia HeOBOJIBCTBO.
Bcem cBoMM BUI0M OHa cTapanach yOeuTh Myka OTKa3aThCsl OT
JoskHOCTH. Korga Muni 3akoH4NI CMEATHCSA, APUCTOH IIPO-
V3HEC:

— Ilpocty, HO g He Mory nokuHyTh Ko3y u yexats B Pum.



31ech MOS CeMbsl, JKeHa CKOPO POJIUT, 1 IOJKEeH OBbITh C HEl.

— Ter cmeems mporuBuThCA NpuKasy? M3-3a KaKOU-TO KEH-
HIUHBI? — DMWINI CHOBA paccMesiicsl. — KEeHIIUHBI, 1a KTO OHU
BooOIIEe Takue? Berip, auxknmoe umyiectBo! CoOCTBEHHOCTD
u OoJiee HUYETO.

VBuIeB, Kak MOKpacHEN OT 3710CTU APUCTOH, DMWINH TYT KE
CMEHWJI TOH:

— Hla s momrytui. Ycrnokorcs. 51 cBoto cyrpyry Toxe 0e3yMHO
J00JTI0, XOTh OHA U cTepBa. JlaHo, He Xouelbh Kak Xouelb. Moé
JIeJI0 — MPEJIOKUTh, TBOE — OTKA3aThCSl.

— bnaromapio 3a moHuMaHue, MHE OY€Hb Kajib, YBEPEH ThI
HalJIelllb APYroro YeJI0BeKa, HAMHOIO JOCTOMHEE MEHSI.

— DX, HE AyMaio, MaJibllll, — OTBETUJI DMUWIUN NeYaJIbHBIM IO-
socoM. — O6uzen MeHs, a 5 K Tede exall B TaKyIo JJajib, B TAKYIO
JIIOTYI0 U MEP3KYIO TIOTO/Ty, a Thl BOT TaK CO MHOU MOCTYTIHII. . .

— IIpoctu u cnacu60, yro npuexain, s pan tede, npasaa. Eciu
XOYelllb, OCTaBalCsd HA HOYb.

— Jla-nma, KoHeuHo, Onaroyapio 3a 3a00Ty...— MPOOyOHUIT Tie-
YaJIbHBIM TOHOM DMWIUH, a TIOTOM yXke rpoMYe CKaszall: — a He
XOYellb JI Thl TIOWUTU K BOPOHaM?

— Yr0? — Ilepecnpocusi ApUCTOH, OH M BIIPaB/ly HUYETO HE
YCIIBIIIAIL.

— Huuero, — orBeTr1 00mxeHHO DMumimid. — 51 moexan oOpat-
HO, BO JBOpEL], TPYCTUTbh U CMOTPETh B OKHO, BCIIOMMHAsl HALLY
¢ TOOOH JIpyKOYy...

DMWIMHI Pa3BEPHYJICSA U HAJIEN KaITIOIIOH.



— Ilpoctu...— cHOBa MOBTOPWJI APUCTOH U TNOTYIHJI B30P
BHU3.

DMWIUH 3a11araji npodyb. APUCTOH, YYBCTBYS CBOIO BUHY, HE
B cUJ1ax ObUT BepHYThCs K Kucce 1 mpoo/kuTh Tpamnesy.

— Hoporoii. .. — nporoBopuia Kucca.

— Kak mMHe cThIJHO, — cKa3an APHUCTOH U 3aKPbLI JIMLIO pyKa-
MHU.

— 4l nepenymail, — HEOXkRHMIAHHO CKa3aJjl roJI0C UMIIEpPaTopa.

DMWIUH CTOSLT B POXOJIE, HO TOJILKO HE ONIMH. PsiioM ¢ HUMu
HAaXOJWJIMCh JIBa ITPETOPUAHIIA.

— B3atb ero u oTBe3TH BO IBOpEI, — PUKa3aJl UMIEpaTop.

— Ovwuii! — KpukHysn ApucToH.

[IperopuaHiibl CXBAaTWJIM €r0 32 PYKM U CUJION MOTAIIUIN
poyb u3 arpuyMa. Kucca nonHsiace ¢ j1oka 1 puHyJIach 3a My-
KEM.

— Apucron! He yxonu! — Kpuyasia oHa u riakasna.

Ocropuil OCTaHOBUII €€, IEPETOPOAUB JOPOTY.

— I'ocnozka, — ckaszasa oH. — Ycnokoutecs. iMnieparopy Hyx-
Ha WrpyIlIKa, ¢ KOTOPOWM MOXKHO TMOUTrpaThcs. Mecsil mponaeT,
Y OH eMy HajloecT. byapTe OKOMHBI, MpOIlly Bac, BaM HE CTOUT
ceityac BOJTHOBATbCS.

— Yomonok, Oyapb Thl ipokJiAT! — Bpocuna B cepamax Kucca
BCJIEZ], UMIIEpATopYy.

Ocropuii 3akpbui eil poT pykoid. Ho Dmunumit yenwiian e€. O
BEPHYJICSl Ha3a/l U CYpOBbIM B3IJISIIOM CMEPUJI €€ C HOT JI0 T'OJIO-
BB



— XanuHa, — ckazan dmummii. — HyxxHo ymeTs aenutbes!

JIutio ero u3mMeHmIOCH 1 cTaso noopee. OH OOHSIT MaJIEHbKYIO
JEBYIIKY M BhIOEXKaJ U3 JIoMa, CJIOBHO oxuaas, uto Kucca mo-
OeXUT BCJIe/ 32 HUM, Urpasi B CAJIOUKU.

Kucca ¢ HeronoBaHueM TOIHYJIA HOTOH | yIuia K cede B KOM-
Haty. MiMrieparopa ke OHa HeHaBHeJ1a, CUNTasi CBOMM COTIEPHH-
KOM.

Kokk

ApucrtoHa Be3nu, MogoOHO MieHHUKa. OH ObLI TYro CBsi3aH
CO BCEX CTOPOH, PyKM HOI'H, Bc€. Haxonuics xe OH B TOBO3KE C
Kpbled. B moBo3ke ObLIO TEMIO 1 JOK/1b, KOTOPBIH JINIT HA Y-
1Ie He oma1ai BOBHYTpb. 1 TO X0po1110, nogymMai B TOT MOMEHT
Apucron. Imneparopa psiiom He Obuto. OH npenoyesn exarb Ha
KoHe. OTTOro Ji1, YTO HE XOTEJ OCTAaBaThCS OAMH Ha OfIMH CO CBO-
UM TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIM TUIEHHUKOM, NOO APHCTOH Hadasl Obl €ro
OCY/1aTh, YIIPEKATh U IIPOCUTH OTILYCTUTD €TI0 U TOTAA DMWINN
Obl CKOpee BCEro, B CHJIy CBOETO JI00pOro M BEJIMKOIYIIHOIO, a
yX& Tem OoJiee, MITKOTEJIOrO XapakTepa HelpeMeHHO Obl MOIIENT
Apuctony Ha ioBozy. Ml 4ToOBI 3TOr0 HE IOIMYCTUTh UMIIEPATOoP,
HEB3MPas Ha XOJIOAHYIO M OTBPATUTENILHYIO ITOrOly, €XaJI Ha CBO-
€M BEPHOM BOPOHOM KOHE.

«[Ipocryoutca Benp,» — nogymain ApucroH. Ho nmmneparop
mobwun 10kap. Ero 3amax, ero 4mcrorty, ero mym U HpUSTHBIE
BOCIIOMUHAHUS, CBSI3aHHBIE C HUM, a UMEHHO — MsATex. [lla,



BO3MOXHO, TIOIOOHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUSI HOPMATLHOMY YEJIOBEKY
NPUHOCKIIA OBl TOPY TOCKHM M, BO3MOXHO, 3JI0CTH, HO HE IS
DMuKsA. DMWIANA aCCOLIMUPOBAT MATEX ¢ ApuctoHOM. OH BCcé
BpeMsi BCTIOMUHAJT KaK 3TOT XpaOpbli 0HOIIA crac ero. Kak BbI-
JIeun1, KaK Jiexas Ha Iiede ¥ TUxo cones. Bcio Houb aBrycr Ha-
OTI07aTT 32 CIISIIIAM IOHOIIIEH, U3yvall ero Tejo, ero MpeKpacHoe
JIMIIO U 3aBUAOBAJ €ro Kpacore. MWIUN B MPUHIUIIE ObLT J10-
BOJIbHO 3aBUCTJIMBBIM, HO CTapaJics HE MOKa3blBaTh JAHHBIM IO-
POK. APHUCTOH OBLT JIS1 HETO KPaCUBOM MI'PYIIKOM, TAKOW, KOTO-
pOii HM y KOTO HeT Ha BCEM OesioM cBeTe, Bo Bcell Pumvckoit Nm-
nepuu. 1 OH keJasn e€ nmoxBacTarbCs nepe CBOMMHU APY3bsIMU
Y MIOIJAHHBIMHU.

1o mpuesne, AprcToHa pa3Bsa3ajiy v NoBesu Bo gsopel. Cro-
suta TéMHasi, Oe3/10HHas1 HOub. M3-3a Tyd, 3amesneHaBmmx He6O,
He ObLI0 BUIHO HU 3ri. OJTHAKO JOXK[b yXKe MPEKPaTHIICS U Clie-
JyeT MpU3HaTh CTajao HaMHOro teruiee. I1o Bceil BEposATHOCTH,
U3-3a TOrO, YTO BMECTE C IOKJIEM MepecTai JyTh U CUIIbHbII Be-
Tep. Bo3aMOKHO, 3aBTpa ClielyeT /1aTh HaKOHEIT OJIaror pusiTHON
TIOTOJIBI.

JBoper ObuT Bc€ TeM ske. [IpakThuecku HU4ero He U3MeHH-
JIOCh C TeX TIOpP, KaK APHUCTOH 3/1eCh ObUT B MIOCTETHUN Pa3.

JIBoe mpeTopuaHIeB Aepkajy ero o 00KaM 3a pyKH 1 He ABU-
rajauch. Bripoyem, ApHUCTOH He HamepeBaICsl HUKYyna cOeraTb.
OH ObLT yOSXAEH, YTO DMUIUI CKOPO €ro OTIYCTUT U 3TO «CKO-
PO» TI0 ero pacyéram JOIKHO ObUIO HACTYITUTD yXKe 3aBTpa.

SMumi OBICTPO MEPEOIEIICS B IMITEPATOPCKOE TUIAThE U BbI-



I1IeJT B BECTUOIOJb K TUICHHUKY.

— Brl cBOOOIHEL, — CKa3a1 DMUIIUN.

JlBoe mpeTopuaHIeB, KOTOpbIe Aocelie Iepkaiu ApPHCTOHA,
OT/JIM PUMCKHUI CAJIIOT B 3HAK MMOYTEHMS U 3allarajiy Mpoyb.

APpPHCTOH YKOPU3HEHHO CMOTPEJ Ha UMIIEPATOpa CHU3Y-BBEPX
(M3-32 CBOETO POCTA) U KA OOBSICHEHHIA.

— Hy uro o1 Tak Ha MeHs cmoTputiib? He codupatoch st iepen
TOOOU U3BMHSATHCS U UTO-JIMO0 OOBACHATD. 51 — uMmeparop, Most
BOJISI — 3aKOH.

APHCTOH 3aKaTWJI IJ1a3a W B3JOXHYJI, TIOHSB JJIsI ceOsl, uTo
C UMIIepaTopoM OecCIOIe3HO CIIOPUTh, NOO OH BCE PaBHO OyneT
CTOSITh HAa CBOEM. VIMniepaTop B MPUHIIMIIE HUKOI/IA HE TTPU3HA-
BaJI CBOM OIIMOKYU M OTTOTO C HUM HUKOTJA U HE CIOPWIU. DTO
TO K€ caMmoe, YTO CIIOPUTh C JEPEBOM, BCE PaBHO OHO TeOs He
YCIIBIIINT, TaK ke, Kak U DMUIHM.

— Xouerb s Tebe mokaxy cBoit asopeir? — Cripocun DM
Y OXKMBUJICSL.

— Her, s1 Xo4y 1omMou, — OTBETUJI APUCTOH U HAXMY PHJICS.

— O, 5 3HaJ, YTO TBOW OTBET OyJeT mojoxuTeapHbiM! — Ha-
POYHO IPOITYCTUB CJIOBA APUCTOHA MUMO YIIIEW MPOAOIIKIIT UM-
neparop. OH B3sJT €ro 3a pyKy W OBICTPHIM IIATOM HAIPaBUII-
cs1 o 3aury. — CHavasa s mokaxy Tebe xpam Moero npejka bo-
’KECTBEHHOT0 ABIycTa, KOTOpBIN pacrosnaraercs Mexay Ilararu-
HoM M Kanurtonuem. Tam nepen XpaMom CTOMT Orpo-0-O-MHast
cratyst AnojuioHa, Beicotor B 50 ¢ytoB! OT Takoil HEBEpOST-
HOW BBICOTHI Y HEMOJATOTOBJIEHHOTO YEJIOBEKA KPYKUTCS roJ0Ba



Y MOJKAIIMBAIOTCS KOJIEHKU. 3Haelllb, KAXeTCsl, YTO 3TO TUTAH
CTOMUT HaJ1 TOOOH, MypaBbeM, U HOPOBHT TeOs1 pa3gaBuTh. Ha Ila-
natuHe Takxke Haxonutcst Xxpam Poptynsl Cero [IHs, Tam ycTa-
HOBJIEHa cTaTysi MuHepBbl, paboThl camoro Puaus!..

— DMWIMHI, DMUIHA, — TIOTBITAJICS IEPEOUTh ero APUCTOH.

— Hy uto eme? — HenoBoiabHO cripocwit uMImieparop. — 3Ha-
elllb, MAJIBIII, sI TEPIIETh HE MOTY, Korja MeHs niepebuBatot! He
Oy/ib THI MOWM JIyYIIIUM JIPYTOM, 51 Obl HETPEMEHHO OTPYOWIT Te-
Oe royioBy.

APpUCTOH 3aMOJTJaIT ¥ Ha BpeMs 3a0bLT O TOM, YTO XOTeJT CKa-
3aTh. ['0N0c MMMepaTopa ObUT TAKUM CTPOTHIM U CEPhE3HBIM, a
B3[JISLJl TAKMM CYpPOBBIM M T'PO3HBIM, UTO Ka3aJ0Ch, OH U BIIPAB-
JIy XOYEeT ero Ka3HUTh. YBUJEB 3aMELIaTeIbCTBO APYTra, IMUIUIA
TYT € CMEHWJI TOH U YK€ JIACKOBEe IMOBTOPHJI CBOI BOIIPOC:

— Hy uro?

— TeOe He KaKeTcsi, YTO Thl BRIOpaJI CIMIITKOM HENOAXOsIIee
BpeMs 11 9KCKypcuu? f umero B BUAY, UTO celdyac — HOYb,
DMUIHN.

— Ara, 6outibcs? [lymaenib, B 3T0 BpeMsi CYTOK U3 3arpOOHO-
IO MUPa BbINOJI3AOT OpKU? — DMuni pacxoxortaics. Ero cmex
9XOM OTpa3miicsi 00 TEMHBIE CTeHBI ITycTOro ABopia. — He 6oiics,
s1 TeOst 3anmry !

— Her, — otBeTMs1 cepbE€3HbIM TOHOM ApUCTOH. — [IpocTo s
yMHpalo OT ycTajocTu. Moxer, nepenecém mnporyiky no [lana-
TUHY Ha 3aBTpa’

APHCTOH IEMOHCTPATUBHO 3€BHY/I.



— Jla 6pock Th! Beero b noimHoub. S ceromHs mpocHyJIcs
BO BTOPOU MOJIOBUHE [IHS, 51 Boicnasics. S He xouy cnartb. [1oato-
My, TOLUIN TYJIATH !

SMuuii 6pocrsl ApUCTOHA CTOSITh B KOPUIOPE U Modeskall,
HUIENas CaHAaIusIMU 10 TEMHOMY Kopuaopy. bes pakena u cBe-
Yyeu.

— J10-0-0-r0-0-0-Ha1! — Kpnuan IMunmii.

APHCTOH NOJIOKWII PYKY Ha JIULIO U CHOBA 3aKatui ria3a. OH
Jaxe He cobupacs Oexarb 3a uMreparopoM. Bmecto sToro on
Pa3sBEpHYJICA U IOCIENOBAN B OIHY W3 3aJ JBOPLA, A€ Iropel
cBeT. 3aii/isl B KOMHATY, OH YBH/JIEJ JIeXKalllero Ha KoBpe 6es1oro
koTa. OH JIeHMBO OOIM3bIBAJI JIAMY U 110 BCEW BUIUMOCTU COOU-
pavicsl KO CHY. APUCTOH MpUCeJT Ha KOJIEHKU 1 Havyal JIACKATh KO-
Ta. KOT OBIT MOKPBIM OT COOCTBEHHBIX CITIOHEH U TEMIBIM. CBO-
UM IIIEPUIABbIM SI3bIKOM OH OOJIM3HYJ PYKY ApUCTOHA U 3aMyp-
nbikai. FOHora ynpioHyscs. XoTh 9TOT KOT M 3aCTaBUII €ro Mpu-
JaThCs1 HEMPUATHBIM BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM.

— Hpasurca? — [ocaplimancs ;XKeHCKAN ToJI0C 32 CHIMHOM.

APpHCTOH OTIYCTMJI KOTa M nocMotpen Hazaa. C3aau crosia
HEBBICOKAsl MOJIOJAsl JIEBYIIKA, IOYTU OJHOTO BO3PACTa C HUM.
E€ TEMHO-pbIKHE BOJIOCHI OB COOpaHBl B BRICOKUI XBOCT, a Ha
T'OJIOBE BO3BBIIIAJIACH 30JI0Tasl IUAAEMA, IOKPHITasA JParoLeHHbI-
MU KaMHSIMHU.

— 'ocnoxka, — ToBKO M cKa3an ApPHUCTOH.

Ilepen HUM cTOsJIa cama cynpyra umrieparopa — ypcysma.

— He 0Ooiics, — ckazana Ypcysa, 3aMeTUB UCITYT B I71a3ax Apu-



croHa. — Ero 30ByT I'opauuii, Xxopolee umsi, He paBia jiu?

— Jloxksb! — HeoxXnJaHHO MOCIIBIIAIICA TOJI0C DMUIIH.

APUCTOH TYT ke MOTHSJICS C KOJICH U KOT yOeXasl B aTpUyM.
VYpcyna Obuta ogHoro pocra ¢ Apucronom. OHa pa3oyapOBaHHO
MPUKPbLIA JIUIO PYKOIL.

— Ero 3oyt —Kannatwuc! — Ckazan Dmunmii. — Y10BOJIbCTBHE
51 OT HETO NOJIyYalo TOYHO TaKOe ke Kak OT 3TOU BOMIIEOHOH Tpa-
BBL.

SOMuMid ObUT MOKPBIM OT 1OTa. OH CTOSUT U TSIKEJO JBIIIIAL.
Haxkonenl oH nocMoTpesn Ha ApUCTOHA W IIPULLLY PUJICS.

— 51 He MOHS, a MOYeMy 3TO Thl HE MOOEkKasl 3a MHO?

— 4 6exan, HO 3a0TyqUIICS M TIOMNAJI Clofia, — OTBETHIT APUCTOH
U yIbIOHYIICSL Ypeyre.

¥Ypcyna yemexnynack. Torna MU nocMOTPEST Ha CBOIO CY-
Tpyry.

— Ckyunblie Bbl! — Ckazayl DMUIMHN U 3aX0UJI IO KOMHATE. —
VYpcyna B npouuislid pa3 ckazajia MHE TO ke camoe. XOTsl OHa
JKUBET 371€Ch y)Ke OYeHb MHOTO JieT. To y He€ rosoBa O0HT, TO
’KMBOT. AJIpaH TOKe CO MHOUM He XO4eT Urparh, crapuk Katon
TEM Iaye.

SDMUIHIA HATYJ TYOKHU M C/IeNal IPYCTHOE JIUIIO.

— My:kx MO#, KOrja Thl yk€ HAKOHEL| TOB3POCIIEelllb, — 3aMETH-
Ja Ypcyna v noforuia K Mo, — Bmecto Toro, 4toOb! UTpath
C yTpa JI0 Beuepa B JeTCKHEe UTPbI, JTydllie Obl JeJIOM 3aHSUICS.

— Jlenom mycTh BOH, MOM MOJJAHHBIE 3aHUMAIOTCS, — OYPKHYII
HEJIOBOJIbHO umIieparop. — MHave 11 4ero OHM MHE HYKHBI?



Pa6p1 mou. U Tem Oosee, AapraH HETIJIOXO CO BCEM CITPABJISIETCSI.

— 3HaunT, AIpyaH BCE e CIIPABJISETCSA C BO3JIOKEHHBIMU Ha
Hero nosiHoMoursiMu? — Cripocusi eXugHO APUCTOH.

— Her, Her! — OtpunarenbHo 3amaxaj pyKaMu U roJIOBOM UM-
niepatop. — 51 He 910 X0TeN ckazaTh. PyX, 3aryTajy Bbl MeHs 006a!

VYpcyna nmocmorpena Ha ApUCTOHA U YABIOHYIach. MBICTIEHHO
OHM COYYBCTBOBAJIM APYT APYTY U CMESUTUCh HaJl UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Kopoue, — npousnéc Imunmii. — 3aBTpa s cOOMparoCh
YCTPOUTb OUEPEHYIO BEUEPUHKY.

— B yectpb yero? — Cnpocuin ApUCTOH.

— HeBaxHo, y HEro Kaxiplil ieHb MOJ0OHBIE BEUYEPUHKHU, —
OTBETWJIa HIENOTOM YPCyJsia ¥ yCMEXHYNACh.

— .../ Ha ceii BeuepuHKe 51 BHICKa)Xy CBOIO BOMIO. A ceituac
cnarb! — Dmuni xJonuya B agou. — Karon! Katon! Katon,
cTapasi Thl 33/IHUIIA, T1e TeOs HOCUT?

— Wny, uny, Bame cusatenbctBo! — [lochbimancs crapueckui
roJIoC U3 KOpUaopa.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I B 3aJI€ CTOSII HEBBICOKMM CTapyvK B
JUIMHHOM IulaThe. PyKu ero mokpbIBaji HECKOJIbKO MEPCTHEN.
Bosocwl 6611 cepiMu M peakumu. JInio Haurcto BeiOputo. OH
MOKJIOHWJICSI ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— YT0 Ci1y4nsock, Bamle aBrycTeuIecTso?

— Boigenu 10CTONOYTEHHOMY TOCTIO MOYMBAJIBHIO U IIPUCTABb
K HEMY BEpHbIX U MTPOBepeHHbIX paboB. M oOparaiitech K Hemy
C TAKUM ke MOYTEHUEM, KaK U KO MHE. DTO MO JIyUllIUil IpyT,
MUMEHHO eMy 51 00sI3aH KU3HBIO.



— O, — axuyn Karon. — Pazymeercs, gomunyc. Beé cnenaro,
KakK Bbl IIPUKa3aJIu.

— Hobpoii Houn Tede, MasbIll APUCTOH, — MPOTOBOPUIT Jiac-
KOBO DMUJIMI ¥ OOHSJ IOHOITY Ha MPOIIAHKE, TIOC/Ie Yero OH U
€ro Cyrnpyra yaajauiuch.

kokk

CnasibHy10, KOTOPYIO BBIIEIWIA APUCTOHY, CTOPOKHIIIU JIBOE
nperopuaniieB. Yto OblI0 JOBOJIBHO YAUBUTEIBHO, CJIOBHO ApH-
CTOH ObLI CAMMM MMIIEPATOPOM WM XOTS Obl MPUXOAWIICS POJI-
CTBEHHMKOM aBrycty. Ho oH Obul 0OBIYHBIM (hbepMepoM, ObIB-
mMM paboM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, BOJBHOOTHYIIEHHUKOM. [lokom
ObLIIM, Clle/lyeT MPU3HATh, HE MEHEE BEJIMKOJIEIHBI, YEM Y CaMO-
ro umneparopa. I HemynpeHo, Bep dMuiunil ckazai: «M obpa-
IIafTECh K HEMY C TAKKUM K€ [IOUYTEHUEM, KaK U KO MHe». Hagep-
HOE, TIOJTaHHBIE BOCIIPUHSIIN 3TO CJIMIIIKOM OYKBAJIBHO.

YTpoMm B KOMHATy BOIITM HECKOJIbKO paObiHb. OIHA U3 HUX
pacIITOpUIa TEMHBIE ILITOPBI, 3aIlyCKasi B KOMHATY COJHEYHbIN
CBET, JIpyrasi — paccTaBisula Ha CTOJIe sCTBA. APUCTOH CKUHYJI
¢ cebs1 Tértoe ozeso u ynbioHyacs. Moo yTpo mouctune Obl-
JI0 BOJIIIEOHBIM U HeBepOATHHIM. OH MOCMOTpEST Ha MOTOJNOK U
YBUJEJ HAPUCOBaHHbIE Opxuzeu. Buepa oH Ha HuUX, pasymeer-
csl, He ycren oOpatuTh BHUMaHue. Ha cBexylo ronoBy HaxJibl-
Hy 1 BocrioMuHaHus. [lepen rmaszamu nosBuics: oopa3 Driopsl.
E€ MaseHpkoe CMyIJioe JIMYMKO, €€ MUJIBIA HOCUK U PO30BEHb-



Kue myxJisle ryokn. Kazanoce, 4To Takasi JeByIika OTIMYaeTcs
HETOPOYHOCTHIO U CaMO OJIUIETBOpeHre noopoaerenu. OnHako,
9TO JIMIIb Ka3aJoch...Bc€ 3TO BUJEN BHEIIHUI B30p, BHYTPEH-
HUI1 ke ObL1T cier.

APUCTOH TYT 3Ke TiepecTa yinp0aTbcsi. 3a 00pa3oM AeBYIIKU
nosiBuicst 00pa3 Kpeona. ApHCTOH ckasl KyJIaKH U TOKPacHes OT
3n0cti. Ho Korga nocMoTpest B OKHO KpacHOTA JIMIa MTHOBEHHO
NPOIILIA, ¥ OH CHOBA YJBIOHYJICS KpaeM Tyo0.

— Hakonen-to sicHast noroga, — ckazaji ApHUCTOH.

— Jla, — oTBeTMsIa OfHA W3 PaObIHb, TA, YTO TMOCTAPIIE U TO-
cmeltee. — CerogHs dyzecHas roroja. bimke K MosyiiHIo COBETYI0
TIOWTH TYJIATh B Caj.

APHCTOH MOJHSAJICA C KPOBATU M MOAOLIEN K OKHY. Ha yimm-
1Ie XOAWIM paObl ¥ 3aHUMAJIMCh KaKOW-TO HEOIpeaeIeHHON pa-
6otoii. U nperopuaniipl. Kak MHOTO 31€CH rBapeiiieB, CIOBHO,
9TO HE ABOpEIL], a CAMblii HACTOSALIMI MPETOPUAHCKUN KOPITYC.
CuJbHble TapHU, B BEJIMKOJIENHBIX JlocTiexax. B jiyyax yrpeHHe-
IO COJIHLA OHM Ka3aJMCh elE€ IpeKpacHee. Bricokue KpacHble
IUTIOMaXU U3 NEPbeB, METAJUIMYECKUE KUPACHI, MypPITypHbIE TY-
HUKH, TUIAIM, KaJTUTH, MOAOUTHIe TBO3SIMU, KOTOPBIMU COJIIA-
ThI CTy4YaJIv 110 MOIIEHHBIM TporaMm. ApUCTOH ObUT B BOCTOpre.
OH Jaxe UM M03aBUA0BAJ, MO0 XOTEN TOXKE OKa3aThCs TaK CKa-
3aTh B POJIM MMIIEPATOPCKOTO I'Bapieiiia, YToObl OIIYTUTh BEC
JOCIIEXOB M BEC OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, MOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO OT IIpe-
TOPUAHIIEB 3aBUCHUT CyAbOa MMIIEPUU U CyIbOa caMoro umre-
paTtopa. B uxX pykax JeXuT KU3Hb aBr'yCTa, OHM 0OECTIeUBAIOT



HEeoOXOIMMYyIo OXpaHy u nopsaok. Hy pasymeercs, nomyvaror 3a
CBOIO CITyk0y TOBOJIbHO MPUJIMYHOE KaJTOBAHbE, & TOMUMO 3TO-
TO TIOJIB3YIOTCSI OOJIBIIION MOMYISIPHOCTHIO Y KESHITIMH.

IOHo1Ia npekpaTni cBOM pa3MBIIILIEHUs, CHOBA BCIIOMHUB O
Kucce. Kazanock, oHa sBIsieTcss HEKUM OaphepOM WJIM I'PaHbIO
€ro pa3MbIIUIeHNH, KOO0 KaKABIA pa3, MOAyMaB O YEM-TO IOPOY-
HOM U HEZJOCTOMHOM OH BcrioMHuHaJ e€. Ha mmiee Buces BCe ToT ke
KPAacHBIM KYJIOH, IOJIAPEHHBIN eMy B JynaHapuu. OH BbITallluI
€ro U MolesoBaJl.

«Hy:xHO BO3BpaIarhcs,» — nogyMan ApUCTOH.

3aKOHYMB 3aBTpaKaTh, APUCTOH pell BbIMTH. OH ocTydan
JBaX/bl B IBEPb U €My OTKPBUIM. [IBOE€ NPETOpHaHLIEB MOYTH-
TEJIbHO MTPOIYCTHJIM MOJIOJOTO FOCHIOIMHA, 3aKPbIBasi 32 HUM Bbl-
COKMe AepeBsHHbIE 1BepU. [TocMoTpeB 1o ctopoHam, ApUCTOH
yBUZE UAyLero Hascrpeuy crapuka Karona. Karon cemenun
SHEPrUYHOM TIOXOIKOW U YJIBIOAJICS.

— T'ocnonua ApucrtoH, — pactsHyn Karon. — Jlobpoe Bam
yTpo!

— U 1ebe, — otBeTr1 ApuctoH. — ['ie umnepatop?

— Bcé emé nzsonut nouynsars, — orBeTi1 Karod. — He xena-
€Te JIM TIOCETUTh TEPMBI U OTIOXHYTb?

— Brnaropmapio, HoO s1 661 XOTen oTrpaBuThes B Kogy, k cynpy-
re. [lepenai, noxayyiicra, UMIIEPATOPy, YTO S OTKA3BIBAIOCH OT
€ro MPEeJIOKEHNS U U1l MEHS CEMbsI CTOMT Ha MIEPBOCTENIEHHOM
MECTe.

ApPHCTOH CaMOBOJIBHO HAIpPaBUJICS MO KOPUIOPY K BBIXOAY,



ocTaBUB cTapuka KaroHa HaeimHe cO CBOMM 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBOM.
Ho Tyt Karon crioxBaruics. OH JOrHaa MOJIOZOrO TOCIIOAVHA 1
aKKypaTHO 3aMeTUJI:

— Ho ero aBrycreiiectso 3anpeTuio BaM MOKAAATh IPEAEIIbI
JBOpLIA.

APHCTOH OCTaHOBUJICA.

— OH npukazan He BbimycKaTbh MeHs? — Cpocuil yAUBIEHHO
MOJIOOM TOCIIOIUH.

KaroH kuBHy1.

«U cHoBa mens HeBossAT. CHOBA s pad. Korna xe 1o mpekpa-
tutcsi? O doru!»

IOnoma nonpocun Katona nokasars, riue HaXoquTCs cajl v pe-
IIMJT TIOIOKJATh MPOOY:KAEHHS aBrycTa Ha YucToM Bo3ayxe. Ha
YJIMLE CTOsJIa MO3/IHSS1 OCEHb, CKOPO JOJKHA MPUITH 3UMa.

Otnpixas B cajsy, ApUCTOH 3aMETUJ TEMHYIO (pUrypy. IT10
ObLT MyX4MHa, JeT 1mectuaecatu. Ho HecMoTpsl Ha cBoi BO3-
pacT BHIIVIAAET OH SHEPTMYHBIM M NMOJIHbIM cuil. Ero TémHas ¢
ceanHoO¥ Oopoaa Oblia KECTKOW 1 TpsiMoi. Bomock moacTpuxke-
HBI HA PUMCKUIA J1a1. B3risi ObuT XUTPBIM, CYpOBBIM, CMEJBIM U
crpontuBbiM. OH pa3roBapuBajl ¢ npeTopuaHieM. BuaHo 6bL10,
YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK YeM-TO HEJIOBOJIEH 1 00ecrioKoeH. OH IHPOKO
KECTUKYJIMPOBAJI U THIKAJ MPETOPHAHIly HajbLeM B juio. [Ipe-
TOpUaHell CMUPEHHO OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY BHU3, SIBHO YyBCTBYsI ceOsI
HEJIOBKO.

Hakonern, My)X4rHa MaxHyJl pyKOi Ha IPeTOpHaHIa U ObICT-
PBIM 11arOM HaIpaBUJICS B CTOPOHY ApHUCTOHA. APHUCTOH BCTAJI



CO CKaMeHKH, He 3Hasl, KaK BecTH ceOsl mepe]] HEeM3BECTHBIM I'OC-
noArHOM. MyX4urHa 3aMeTHII IOHOIIY ¥ OCTaHOBUJICA. JInno ero
BCE €I1IE BBIPAXKAJIO HETOBOJIBCTBO.

— Thl em€ kro Takon? — SA3BUTENBHO cipocui Myxk4uuHa. ['o-
Joc ero ObUT TpyOBIM, HU3KWM, BHYIIAOIIMM yBakeHue. Ha-
XOIAChH TOJJIE HETO HEBOJIBHO YYBCTBOBAJIOCH €rO MPEBOCXOJ-
CTBO, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH MOBeIUTENb MUpa. CTaHOBUIIOCH KaK-TO
HETPUATHO, OOSI3HO, XOTEJIOCh MIOCKOPee YIUTU OT 3TOTO YesioBe-
Ka ¥ He HaXOIWTHCS PSAJOM C HUM, a YK TeM Oojiee He BUJIETh
€ro JIMIA.

— 4l...9, — 3anuHasch Hayan orBedath ApuctoH. OH U cam
YAUBUIICS CBOEU TPycocTH U poOocTu. U TyT ke mpokmHa ceds
3a CBOE MOBEJICHUE. — APUCTOH. . .

— Kt0-k10? — CHOBa CPOCHII BCE TEM K€ FOJIOCOM MYKUMHA.

— ApUCTOH, Ipyr aBrycra, — OTBETUJ APUCTOH, MbITASICh TO-
BOPUTD Y€TYE U yBepeHHee. — OH Mpuriacui MeHs K cede B ro-
CTH, BO JIBOpELL.

— A-a-a...— MPOTAHYJ MYXYMHA U €XHUJHO YCMEXHYJICS. —
Kypruzan u3 nynanapus JQuibnapa?

— Her, — orBeTr1 ApUCTOH 1 NIOTYIWJI B30 BHU3.

— Hy kak e, — mpoIo/IKU I3BUTh HE3HAKOMBIA MY KUMHA. —
1 3na10 0 Tebe BeE. Thl KypTU3aH, rPs3HBIN, BOHIOUNI BOTYOHOK,
KOTOPBIM 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUE JECHEXKKH IOJCTABISAET EMY CBOU
3a] U yooBJeTBopseT B nocteian. CKaxu ellg, 4To 3TO He Tak,
HeoOpa30BaHHBIN ChIH TOPOATOH IILTIOX U, TIOMPOOYH yOeUTh Me-
Hs! Agpuana! [IpaByo pyKy umneparopa, 1a 4To Tam IpPaByIo.



S1 v ectb BiacTh. Eciii OBl He 51, IMITepUH MPUINET ObI KOHEI. A
KTO Takou umrieparop? Takou :xe COCYHOK, KaK U Thl.

— 4 ne xkyptuzan! — IlpepBan Aapuana ApuctoH. OH Obul
KPacHbIM OT 3710cTU. BeHbl Ha pykax HaOyxim. — f monHorpas-
HBIW rpakaanuH Pumckoit Umnepuun, cein Apuctuia u AHacra-
cum u3 pona ExcengupoB! {1 He mo3Bommo Tak ¢ coboii pasrosa-
puBaTh, 1 yBakal0 BaC M MOMNPOILY MPOSBIATh YBAXKEHUE U KO
MHE.

— K te6e? YBakenue? Xa-xa, 1a sl CKopee KpbICe OT/IaM PHM-
CKHMI CaJlioT, 4YeM TeOe, TPSA3HOMY KypTHU3aHy, Oydy OKa3bIBaTh
MIOYTEHHUE.

— Ila kak BbI cmeeTe! — Hauanm ApucToH, HO TYT e 3aMonJal,
Korja AJpuaH MpUCTaBWII K €ro TVIOCKOMY KMBOTY KUHXKAJ.

— UtoObl K MONIHIO TeOs yKe 371eCh He ObUIO, — MPOIIENTal
Anpuan. — Haue, KJISIHYCh, YK€ CETOAHS TBOE KypTU3aHCKOE Te-
7o Oyaet uaBaTh B Tuope.

Anpuan yOpan KWHKaJl M HApaBWICS MPOYb. APUCTOH JIU-
xopaao4Ho crnotHy/. Kanenbku mora Gnecrenu Ha ero dene. U
cné3 Toxe. HeBeposiTHOE Opemst 0O Ibl HABAJIMJIOCh Ha €ro Tuie-
yn. HecmoTps Ha ero 3aciyru nepea Pumckoi mnepueit oH Bcé
eIIé HOCUT KierMo pada. Kypruzana.

ApPHUCTOH penvi JOXk1aThCsl UMIIepaTopa B arpuyme. Bmecre
¢ Karonom. Katon HepBHMYAT 1 BCE BpeMs MoAOaApuBaI MOJIO-
Joro rocrnoguHa. OTuero-ro ApUcToHy ceivac He XOTeIO0Ch Iy-
JISITh TIO JJBOPITY, YTOOBI CHOBA HEHAPOKOM BCTPETUTHCS C Al-



puaHoM. Heyxenu Dmunuii 1ymaeT, YTO OHU CMOTYT YXKHUThCS,
padoras Bmecte? Kakoii abcypn, mogymai B STOT MOMEHT ApH-
croH. [la AapuaH mpu JII0OOW BO3MOKHOCTU TIONBITAETCS €ro
YHUUTOXUTB, a KTO Takor ApuctoH? Hukro. Beero nuiib uyxe-
3eMell B 4yKJI01 eMy CTpaHe.

Bpems yxe noaxoausio K MOJNJHIO, HO MOBEJIUTENIb MUPa BCE
erme HaxXoquJICs MoJ1 BacThio Oora Mopdesit*.

APpHCTOH BCTaJI € JIOXKA U HAITPABUJICS K CAJIbHE UMIIEPATOpA.
Karon mocnemmn 3a HuM, 4ToOBI OCcTaHOBUTH. He ycren Apu-
CTOH 3aUTH B KOPUIOP, KaK DMWINI B Iy PILyPHOM TOTE YKE MEN
K HEMy HaBCTpeuy, Jepka B pyKax 0eJoro Kora.

— O, Apucron, — ckazan dmwmid. — JJo6poe ytpo!

SMUIHI OITYCTHII KOTa HA MPaMOPHBIIA TIOJT U OOHSIT ApUCTO-
Ha 3a IJIeYH.

— Jlo6pbiii AeHb, — TOANPABUT HEOBOJIBHO €ro APUCTOH U
0CBOOOIUIICS U3 KPENKuX 0ObsATHI umreparopa. — HyxxHo mo-
TOBOPUTb.

— Xouemns noroBoputh? Otimyno! TloroBopum ¢ 10601 ce-
rOJHS Ha BEYEpPHUHKE, a ceiyac MpOCTU, MHE HYKHO 3aKOHUHUTD
KOe-Kakue JAena.

Himniepatop JIeroHbKO TOJIKHYJ APUCTOHA B TUIEUO U OBICTPHIM
I1arOM HarpaBHJICS POYb.

— Ovwuii! — Bpocuit emy Beiien ApUCTOH.

—UYro? — Cipocui ero MU, OCTAHOBUBIIIUCH TTOCPE/IN Be-
CTUOIONISI.

% Bor cha



ApHUCTOH NOAOUIEN K HEMY U 3aMsuic. OH MOTYIWII B30P BHU3
M He 3HaJ, KaK CKa3arh APyry o0 yrpo3e AapuaHa.

— Yero ThI Goutibcs, ayma Mosi? — JIacKOBBIM TOHOM CITpO-
CHUJI UMIIEPATOP Y MPUTIOAHSIT MKW TOAO00POIOK ApUCTOHA
HaBEpX, BCTPETHUBIIIUCH C €r0 roMyObIMHU TJ1a3aMHu.

— OTmycTy MeHs 1IOMOM, — ITPOrOBOPHII TUXO APHUCTOH.

— Thl uTak gOMa, — OTBETHIT UMIIEPATOP U YJIBIOHYIICS.

— DMWIMM, OkKaIyHICTa. . .

— Wném, — ckazan DMunmii u B3si1 ApUCTOHA 32 PYKY.

Pyka nMmieparopa Oblia X0MOIHON ¥ MOKpoit. Uto Obu1o J0-
BOJIHO CTPaHHO.

SMUIMI 3a1arai no Kopuaopam, Befis 3a co0oit CBoero Apy-
ra. ApuctoH ObuT oOecriokoeH. Mbiciii 00 AfpuaHe He JaBayid
eMy Mokos1. M 3To ObUTO CITUIITKOM 3aMETHO, XOTh APHCTOH H IThI-
TaJICA TILATEJBHO CKPbIBATH CBOE UCTUHHOE COCTOSIHUE.

Hoias 10 BLICOKOU JEPEBSHHOU JBEPH, IMUIUN OCTAaHOBUJI-
sl ¥ OTIYCTU ApUCTOHA. DMUJIHIA TTOBEPHYJICS K IOHOIIIE U 00-
BEJ €0 MaJIblIeM HECKOJIBKO pa3, COBEpINast KaKOH-TO OOPS.

— Teneppb ThI OOT, — CKa3aJ1 DMUINNA U YIBIOHYJICS.

3areM OH pacnaxHyJ ABepU U APUCTOH YBUJIEN Tepes co0oi
orpoMHbIi 3a71. CHavaa oH jaxe He 0OpaThil BHUMaHUS Ha TO,
9TO OBLJIO BHU3Y, OCJIEITHYB OT BEJIMKOJETHS (DPECOK, TIOK PhIBAB-
IIMX CTEHBI 3TOTO 3aj1a U MOTOJIOK.

— IIpeacraBinsio TBOeMy BHUMaHUIO — Pum!

APHCTOH OITyCTWJI IJ1a3a BHU3 U Y)KaCHYJICS. MHOXECTBO MU-
HUATIOPHBIX IOMOB U COOPYKEHU, pUMCKUM Bua, Konnsen, xpa-



Mbl, [TaHTEOH, MOITIEHHBIE JTIOPOTH M JIEpPeBbs, BCE OBLIO 3/1€Ch,
Ha JIepeBsAHHOM Monty. Tenepb ApUCTOH MOHSJ, YTO UMEJ B BU-
Iy UMIIepaTop, Korja Ha3Bai ero 6orom. OH U BripaBIy ObuT 00-
r'OM, CMOTPUTEJIEM HaJl BEJIMKOM M MOT'YIECTBEHHOU Pumckon
Nwmriepueii.

— Hpasurca? — Cipocnin dMunmnu, yBuaeB BOCXUILEHUE Apu-
CTOHA.

— Yt0 310?

— Moii Mup, — oTBeTIII UMTIEpaTop. — IMEHHO 3/1eCh 51 BHIPOC,
urpas B ropogku. PaHbiie, KOHEUYHO, BCE 9TO HAXOAWIIOCH B JI0-
M€ MOMX POAMTENIEN, HO CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO JIET I IIPUKa3all Me-
pEeBECTH BCE 3TO BO JBOpEL. 3/€Ch MPOLUIO MOE IETCTBO, MOSI
IOHOCTb. .. 3[IECb MOU JpYy3bsl, HACTOSIIIME APY3bsi, KOTOPbIE HU
pasy He MpeaBai U He /Il OONBHO. 31€Ch MOSI CEMbSI.

SDMuiun BbiTalna U3 [lanatmHa HECKOIBKO AepeBAHHBIX (PU-
I'YPOK, BBIPE3aHHBIX B (DOPME UEJIOBEUKOB U OAETHIX B PUMCKUE
OJIC3K/Ibl, U TIOKA3aJl UX APHUCTOHY.

— 3Haellb, — Ha4aJl TOBOPUTh DMUJINH, XO/1s1 BOKPYT rOpoAa. —
OmHaxpl, KOTJa MHE OBUTO PUMEPHO CTONBKO XKe CKOJIBKO U Te-
6e, s1 HaprcoBaJl prucyHOK. C3a1 pUCYHKa s1 Harucas OrucaHue.
S HaprcoBas 1 onMca UAEATHLHOTO JPYyra, KOTOPOTo s Obl XOTeN
uMeTh. § ayman, eciam s Bc€ Bpems Oyly MpPEeACTaBIATh €ro B
CBOMX MeUTax, TO OH KOrjia-HUOyAb MaTepuain3yeTcs. ITOT Apyr
ObLIT CMEJIBIM, OTBaKHBIM, CHJIbHBIM, MY>KECTBEHHBIM, C HEBEPO-
SITHO JIOOPOU M YMCTOW Iymiow...[lpyra, KOTopsiil Bcerga Oyner
PSIOM, KOTZIa MHE TUIOXO U KOTJa XOpOIIo. DTOT ApYT He OyaeT



JIbCTEIIOM U JIKEIIOM, WINA BBITOAY B JAPYXOe CO MHOW, HE UC-
TIOJIb3Ysl HAIITM OTHOINICHUSI B KOPBICTHBIX 11elisax. OH OyzeT npy-
’KUTh CO MHOH JIMIIIb TTIOTOMY, YTO JIIOOUT MEHsI TAaKUM, KaKOB $1
€CTb. — DMUJIMI OCTAaHOBUJICS HAPOTUB CYHAYKa U npucen. — U
HUKOT/Ia He OpPOCUT MeHsI, YTO Obl HU CIYYHIOCh. — OH OTKPBUI
CYH/IyK U BBITAIIMJI OTTY/Ja CBEPTOK NepramenTa. — 1 s cran no-
CTETIEHHO BEPUTb, YTO ITOT JAPYT CKOPO MOSBUTCS, CTOUT JIMIIIb
MOAOXKAATh. — DMUJIUI MOJHSAJICS C KOJIEH U MEJIJIEHHBIM 111arOM
HanpaBwicad B cTOpoHy ApuctoHa. — 1 g xpai. 1nu rogsl, HO
s He 3a0bIBa ero. $1 3Ha, 9TO OCTaNIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO, 1 5 C
HUM HaKOHell BCTpeuych. — Jlonas 4o ApUcToHa, DMWINK OCTa-
HoBuJjIcs. — U 51 ero BcTpeTus.

DMWIMI pa3BepHY/l MepramMeH M IOKa3ajl ero ApHUCTOHY.
Apucton onemen. Ha pricynke ObuT M300paXeH YesioBeK, HeBe-
POATHO NMOXOXKKK Ha ApucToHa. Te ke m1a3a, pyku, Te ke BOJIO-
ChI U 4TO elng Oosiee yIMBUTENbHO — Ha I1Iee BUCETT KPACHBIN Ky-
JIOH, KOTOpBII eMy noaapuiia Kucca. MbICib 0 TOM, YTO PUCYHOK
ObLT cIeaH HeIaBHO, cpa3y ke Obl1a OTpuHYyTa. [leprameHT Ot
CTapbiM, a U1300pakeHNe e/1Ba He CTEPIOCh. 3HAUUT, IMUJIUIA BCE
npejackazan?

— 41 He Xo4y, 4TOOBI THI YXOIWJI, APUCTOH, — TIPOJOJIKUII Ce-
PbE3HBIM TOHOM DMwnii. Ero B3misy] ObUT IEYaIbHBIM U YCTaB-
MM, KaK TOrja, KOrja oH MpUIIEn K ApUcToHy nomMoi. — Beap
Yy MEHSI COBCEM HET JIpy3€Hu.

ApuctoH Hu4ero He otBeTu1. OH M BIIpaBAy HE 3HAJL, YTO CKa-
3ath. OH moout dMums, Ho Kuccy on moout cutbhee. Kucca



OJIHA, OHA JKEHIIIMHA ¥ HEe CMOXET XUTh Oe3 Hero, ei HyKeH 3a-
HIUTHUK, My)KYMHa. A y MWK BO JABOPLE Ha KAKIOM YLy
CTPa)XHUKH U BepHbIE MMOJJaHHBIC.

DMUWINI He cTasl 10KuaaTbes orBeta. OH npuriacui Apucro-
Ha C HUM TIOUIpaTh, M 3T UTpa 3aTsHyJach 10 CaMOIo Beuepa.
Tenepb NOHATHO, KAKUMH “TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIMHU JIEJIAMU~ MIMIIE-
parop Bce BpeMs 3aHAT. Ho B OCHOBHOM, cuis 3a Urpou, Apu-
CTOH ¥ DMUJIUI Pa3roBapuBaId. DMWINKA BCE BpeMsl IIyTWI U
Bece1 ApUCTOHA, BCJIEICTBUE Yero I0HOIIA 3a0bUT O CBOEH Tie-
YaJii, KOTOpasi HACTUIVIA €ro YTPOM IOCJIe pa3roBopa ¢ Agpua-
HoM. Kazasnoch, 3TOT 4eloBeK MOXET IyTUTh OECKOHEUHO, IPH-
YEM IIYTKU Ka3aJTUCh OECCMBICIIEHHBIMU M BO3MOXHO TJTYTIbIMH,
HO M3 YCT 9TOrO YeJI0BEKA OHU Ka3aJIUCh HEBEPOSITHO CMEIIIHbI-
mu. [IpnuéMm, OH He pacckasbiBasl aHEKJOTHI, HeT...OH paccka-
3bIBaJI CBOM, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, MPOOJIEMBI, HO PACCKa3bIBAI UX TaK,
YTO OHU Ka3aJUCh 3a0aBHBIMMU.

bimxe k Bedepy, korjaa kosnecHuua ['emoca yxe rmodru 3aka-
THJIACh 32 TOPU30HT, DMK MOKAIOBAJICS HA TOJIO] U ITPEJIO-
KW APUCTOHY NEPEKYCUTh. BMecTe OHM HalpaBUJIUCh Ha KyX-
HIO, T/I€ YK€ C yTpa KUILIEIN ABOPLOBbIE IOBAPA U TOTOBUJIU €y
Ha BEUEPHUU YKMH, HA KOTOPbIA ObUTM MPUIJIAIIEHH PUMCKHE
BEJIbMOXH U JTOJUKHOCTHBIE JIMILIA.

Apomar CTOsiJ HEBEPOSITHBI. DMWIMK B35 TIOJHOC C MPU-
T'OTOBJIEHHBIMH CaXapHBIMU MUPOKKAMU U OBICTPHIM II1arOM I10-
IBITAJICSL CKPBITbCS C TAK HA3bIBAEMOIO MECTa MPECTYIUIEHUSI.
ApUCTOH paccMesics NoBeaeHUIo apyra. ClieyeT 3aMeTUTb, YTO



ApPUCTOH JaBHO TaK HE CMesICs, Kak cerofns. B mocneanuii pa3
eMy OBLJIO TaK JXe Becesio, Korja oH kui Ha Kudepe, BMecte co
CBOUM JIpPyTUM AHTHUOXOM.

HachITUBIIMCh BKYCHBIX MUPOXKKOB, UMIIEpaTop U ApUCTOH
BBIILIH B cajl. B camy ObUTO MPOXJIafHO, TOITOMY DMUIIUN HAJIEN
CBOM TEIUIBIN TUIAN] HA [UIEYX APUCTOHA.

— He crout, — mporoBopusi ApucCTOH.

— He otkasbiBaiicsi, — OTBETHJI IMUIUN. — Thl TaKOU XyI0u
U CTaOEHBKUH, YTO JIETKWUI OCEHHUI BETEPOK MOXET MOryOUTh
TBOE 3/10POBbE.

— INocmotpu Ha cebs1, DMunmid, — ckasaal APHUCTOH U YIIBIO-
HyJscsA. — Thl HAMHOTO XyJee MeHs.

— ¥ MeHs npocTo Takoe TeNOCIoKeHe !

— Bame aBrycreninecTBo, — nocasimaics rojioc Katona c3a-
. — ['oct mpuObLIH.

— Wném, — ckazan DMuauil 1 mpruoOHsT APUCTOHA 32 TUICUH.

HapnieB Ha rosioBy 30/10TYy10 1Ma/ieMy, BBUIUTOIO O] JIABPOBBII
BEHOK, UMIIEPATOp BBINIS/IE] MOUCTUHE MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM 4e-
JIOBEKOM. A KOXaHbI€ Caroryd v myprypHasi Tora npyujaBaju emie
OoJIbIlIE BEJTMYECTBA.

YtoOb1 ApUCTOH HEe CMYTIAJICS, DMUIMH 3aIIEN B 32Ty BMECTe
C HUM. YBHJIEB UMIIEPATOpa, TOCTU TYT K€ MOKJIOHWIUCH EMY, a
Te, YTO ObUIM CONJaTaMu — OTJAId pUMCKUi camoT. Ha Bpems
APpHCTOHY MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TOCTH OTAAIOT EMY YECTb, 4 HE UM-
niepaTopy ¥ He CMOT CAEPKATh YIIBIOKH.

— Bynpre 31paBel, rocnoaa! — BOCKIMKHYJ DMWIAN.



— Busar Nmnieparopy! — B yHHCOH OTBETHIIM TOCTH.

SDMuHid 0OOMIEN JITTMHHBIA CTOJT U OCTAHOBUJICS BO3JIE TOTO
JIoXka, TJe CUJelia ero rmpekpacHasi keHa Ypcyna. Psagom crosin
BepHbIN ciyra Katon u Boccean 6ecCMEHHBIN COBETHUK AJIpH-
aH...

ApUCTOH BCIIOTEN ¥ CHOBA 3aHepBHUYAJ. Ho Haxonsch psaaom
C JIpyrom, OH 4yBCTBOBAJ c€0s1 yBEPEHHEE U 3aIUIIEHHBIM.

DMIIUH yKa3aa Ha MeCcTo psAAoM ¢ coOoii u ApuctoH cen. [o-
CJIe Yero 3a CTOJI CTaJIM MPUCAKUBATHCS U TOCTU, KOTOPBIE MTPU-
ObLTH Ha ykuH. Cpe/iv rocTel ObUTA CeHATOPBI, TOITHI, 3HAMEHH-
ThIE AKTEPBI, BOCHHOCIYKAIlIE€ U HEKOTOPBIE TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIE
JOJIKHOCTHBIE JIMIIA, BPOZAE MPETopa.

¥Ypcyna nonenopaia CBOEro My:xa M CIIpoCHIIa:

— I'me 151 OBLT?

— Bech JeHb urpaji ¢ ApUCTOHOM B TOPOJKH, & IOTOM MBI T10-
UM TYJISATh, — YECTHO OTBETHJI DMWIMKM U TPUCTYIIUII K Tparese.

AJlpuaH BCE 3TO BpeMsi CMOTpeJl Ha ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH Jie-
JlaJl BUJI, YTO HE 3aMEYaeT €ro, HO JaKe OTBEPHYBIIMCh, OH BCE
PaBHO OIIYIIAJI €r0 B3IJISIL.

— Bamie aBrycreiiiecTtBo, — HaKOHEI| CIEPKAHHO MPOU3HEC
Anpuan. — [To3BosbTe MOTIOOOIBITCTBOBATD, & UYTO, COOCTBEHHO
rOBOPS, 32 UMIIEPATOPCKUM CTOJIOM JIEJIAeT KypTU3aH?

VYpcyna oTopBanack OT €/1bl U BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTpPEIA Ha
Anpuana

— I'ne ata mumoxa? — C rHeBOM cripocwiia Ypcyna M Hadaja
03UPaThCsI BOKPYT, CXBATUB B PYKY cepeOpsHBIA HOX.



— Tuiue, Tuilie, Ayiia Mosi, — YCIIOKOWJ €€ MU, — 31ech
HEeT HUKaKuX KypTusaHoB. Eciu Tol umeens B BULy ApUCTOHA,
TO THI He TIpaB. OH He KypPTU3aH W HUKOrJa UM He Obu1. 1 BOOO-
ie! — DMuni Berad ¢ Jioxa v nogasut ookan. — [ocrioga! — O0-
partusics oH K roctsiM. — [1o3BosibTe peacTaBUTh BaM MOETO JIy4-
uiero apyra — Apucrona! — Muimi nogHAA ApUCTOHA ¢ MeCTa
Y TIOJIOKWJT PyKY €My Ha I71e40. [ 0CcTH 3aMoyanu u mocMoTpesu
Ha ApUCTOHA. APUCTOH HE 3HAJI, UTO CENYac AyMaioT O HEM 3TU
JIOTY, JIATA UX ObUTM HEBO3MYTUMBIMU. — DTOT XpaOpbIii IOHOIIIA
crac MHe XH3Hb BO BpeMs MsTexa. IMeHHO eMy MBI Bce 00s1-
3aHbl. S Mosarato, JIOAU AOJKHBI 3HATh UMs1 CBoero reposi. ['e-
pOs1, KOTOPBIH CMac He TOJNBKO BaIlero JIIOOMMOro paBUTesl, HO
u Bclo Pumckyio Umnepuio ot npenarensckux jan KopOysnona!
Beinbem ke 3a Apuctona. Jlonrux jger eMy Ku3HU, AMUHBb !

— BuBar Apucton! [lonrux ner emy xu3Hu! — Heckoibko pas
MOBTOPUJIU T'OCTH.

ApUCTOH HE CMOT cAepKaTh CaMOJIOBOJIBHOUW ymblOKu. Emy
ObUIO O€3MEpHO MPHUSITHO. DMUIAN yAApUI CBOW OoKa 00 6o-
KaJl ApHUCTOHA 1 OBICTPO OCYIIHII cofiepkuMoe BuHA. OIHaKoO,
umreparop He cooupacs canutbesi. OH HaOpas JErkue Bo3ayxa
Y CHOBA 3arOBOPUJI, I03KAABILUCH, KOT/1a TOCTU CTUXHYT.

— YBaxkaemple rocroga! — 3aroBopui 3BOHKMM T'OJIOCOM UM-
nieparop. — Bel 0CBeTOMJIEHBI O MOEM HECYACThE. — APUCTOH MO-
CMOTpeJ Ha DMWIHUS, TIBITASACh OHATh, YTO OH UMEN B BULY. —
K coxanenuio, 60ru mokapajim MeHsl 3a TPeXH, COBEpIIIEHHbIC B
MOJIOJOCTH M BCJIEACTBUE ITOTO 51 HE MOT'Y UMETh JIETEU. — IMU-



JIM1 HAPOYHO Ciesal nay3y, JaBasi FOCTSIM IOCOYYBCTBOBATb UM-
niepaTopy B ero rope. — Ho ciy4uch 4To co MHO, UMIIEPUIO HE HA
KOTo OTCTaBUTh. VIHBIMM CIOBaMH, MHE HYK€H TOCTOMHBIN Ha-
ciefiHuK. ToT, YTO CMOXET 3aMEHUTh MEHS B CJTyyae MOE! KOH-
YUHBI.

— Jla 3amuTAT Bac 60Ty, Balle CUSITETbCTBO, — 3aTOBOPHIT AJI-
pHaH 1 BCTaJl CO CBOEro MecTa. — Bce Mbl yroBaemM Ha MUJIOCTh
O0roB, 4TOOBI OHM HE JIMIIIUJIN CBOMX pabOB CBOETo JIOOMMOIo
umrneparopa. ['oBopsi 0 HaceaHUKe, Bbl, O€3yCIIOBHO, MBICITUIN
pa3yMHO U cripaBeaauBo. O1HAKO, HeJb3s TePSITh HAJIEK Y, BO3-
MOXHO, BCE el ecTh MmaHc. JInOo, MOJTHOMOUUST MOXHO Tepe-
JaTh TOMY ke ercTByioleMy CeHaTy, KOTOpblE HE OCTaBAT UM-
NIEpHUI0 Ha MPOU3BOJI CYAbOBI, THOO. . .HACIIEIOBATh BJIACTh YEJIO-
BEKY, KOTOPBII ITaBHO BaM MpEJIaH U YKe JI0JIT0e BPeMsl CITYKUT
Y UCTIOJTHSIET TOCY/IapCTBEHHBIE TIOJIHOMOYHS.

['octn B 3HaK cornacusi 3aKMBajIM rojiopaMu. Bce oHM mo-
HUMaJH, K 4yeMmy KJIOHUT AnpuaH. OH XOTels, 4TOObl UMEHHO
OH CTaJI HACJeIHUKOM Iipectoyia. Bece 3Hanm, yto Aapuan npe-
KpPacHO CHpaBJIsETCS] C TOCYIApPCTBEHHBIMU OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU U
YIPaBJISAET CTPAHOM, KOT/1a UCTUHHBIN IIPABUTEIb C YTPa A0 Beve-
pa pas3BiekaeTcs. AapuaH ObLT MyIPbIM, CUJIbHBIM U OITBITHBIM.
VIMeHHO Takoro npaBuTesisl pUMIISTHE XOTeJIN BUIETb.

— B0o3MOX%HO, — Tpooyku AlpyaH, — 3TO Ball IPYT, JIy4IIUI
JpyT, KOTOPOT'O BbI 3HAETE C IETCTBA U B €0 BEPHOCTH Y BaC HET
COMHEHUSI.

— Jla...— mpoTsHYJ DM U YABIOHYICS, CMOTPsI Ha Azipu-



aHa. AJpuaH yJIbIOHYJICS B OTBET. — IMEHHO MIOSTOMY $1 IPUHSLI
peieHue. — Bee 3amonmyany, oxuaas BOJIO IIpaBUTENI. — YBa-
’KaemMble rocrojia v cusiTeJibHble OTIbl! Bbl cCBUAETEM MOETo 3a-
sBieHus1. Katon!

— [a, Baie aBrycreiiecrso?

— 3adukcupyii MOIO BOJTIO ITUCBMEHHO U BEJIM OOHAPOIOBATb.
Hacneannukom umneparopa I'asg Tubepus Dius Imunus ABry-
CTa Ha3Hayaercs. ..

Bce 3arannu apixaHue, HUKTO HE CMeJ TPOM3HECTU HU CJIOBA.
SDMWINKA HAPOYHO ClIEIa)l MHTPUTYIoIyo nay3y. Bece Momya 3a
HUM HaOmonai. OH TOHSLT Majiel] BBEPX U 3aKMYPHIICS.

— DMwui? — AKKypaTHO CIIpoCr ApPUCTOH.

SDMUIMI NoYecant HOC U BbITEP YChI.

— YuxHyTh XOTEJ, — OTBETHJI UMIIEpaTOp 1 yIbIOHYCS. [ocTn
YCMEXHYJIUCh. — MTak, Ha3Havaercs. ..

— Hy xe? — He Bbinepkan Agpuad. OT BOJTHEHUSI OH CKUMAJ
MEJIHYIO JIOKKY B PYKe.

SDMWIMHI CHOBA 3aMOJI4ajl ¥ MOAHA Majiell BBEpX.

— HazHauvaercst A...— cran nomorarb AJIpyaH.

— A...— IOBTOPUJI UMIIEPATOP BCE €IIE Aepxka najel] BBepX.

— All...— IPOAOJKUAI AJTpUaH.

— Amuxu! — Hakoner ynxHys1 DMWIMN U OBICTPO MPOJION-
KW, — ApUCTOH!

['ocTy ormymmTeNnbHO 3apyKOIUIECKAIN, XOTS U HE OYEHb I10-
HUMaJIM pellieHre UMIIEPATOpa, HO MEPEUUTh €r0 BOJIM HE CTaJIH.

Jlfomy moH TN OOKAJTBI U BBIMTUAJIM 32 A PUCTOHA. DMUITHAN CEll



Y TIPUCTYTIWII K Tpane3e. ApUCTOH U AJipriaH ObLITN CUJTBHO YAWB-
JIEHBI, 1A YTO TaM yAMBJIEHBI — IIIOKAUPOBAHBL. YpCyJia TOKE.

— Cynpyr MoH, Hy’)KHO IIOTOBOPUTb, — CKa3aja Ypcyna.

— Hy He celiuac, comHIIe, — OTBETHII DMIIUH C HAOUTHIM PTOM.

— Ceituac xe, — mpommrnesna Ypcyna u O0JIbHO CXBaTHIIa €ro
32 IJIeYO.

— Hy nagno, uny, uay, — HeJOBOJIbHO MPoOypYa IMUIUN U
BCTaJI U3-3a CTOJA.

AzipyiaH TOXe TOTHSJICS CO CBOETo MecTa U OpOCHB HEHABUCT-
HBII B3IJIs] HA APUCTOHA, OBICTPO MOCTIEA0BAIT 32 UMIIEPATOPOM
Y €ro JKEHOMU.

APpPHCTOH BOIPOCUTENILHO TOCMOTPEJT Ha PsiioM crosiiero Ka-
TOHA Y TOJTyYIJT B OTBET JIUIIH C1a00e MOKATHE TUIEYOM.

&k

VYpcyna ocraHOBWIACH B KOPUIOPE M OTHYCTHJIA DMUJIMA.
DMWIMI HAXMYPWICA U MOMIAAWI TO MECTO HA PYyKe, 3a KOTO-
poe ero xeHa O0JbHO Jepkasia. AJpuaH MoCMOTpeNt Ha Ypeyiy,
MIPEJOCTABUB MEPBOE CIIOBO €.

— Thl ¢ yma comén? — Hayasia HakoHel| Ypcyna cBOMM 3BOH-
KHUM rojiocoM. — Ha3zHayaTth HacjieJHUKOM MpecToa /uiiHa *?

— Jla em€ u kyptuzana! — C oTBpailieHueM ckazaa AJipuaH u
CKPECTUJI HEOBOJIbHO PYKHU Ha TPyAH.

[ I'peka



— 3HauuT OH KypTHU3aH? — YIuBUIIach YpCyna u elle CUIIbHee
MOKPACHea OT 3JI0CTH.

— Jla 3amMommumte BBl 002, — 000pBaT MX UMIIeparop. — 5 yxe
JaBHO Jymajl 00 YCBIHOBJIEHUM M APUCTOH camasl MOJXOASIIas
KaHJUIATypa Ha PoJib MOETO OTIIPbICKA U HACJIEIHMKA ITPECTOA.

SOMuUIMI crienan cephE3HbIA BU U COOPAJICs YXOIUTh, HO TYT
VYpcyna ero cHoBa cxBaTuiia 3a PyKy U Ipuxaia K creHe. Boirs-
JIeJI0, BIIPOYEM, ITO JOBOJBHO KOMUYHO. Hu3eHbKas xumnas ae-
BYIIIKA M BBICOKMI CHJIbHBIA MY)XYMHA — IIPABUTENIb CAMOW MO-
I'YILIECTBEHHOW B MUPE UMIIEPUU.

— Twr kaxercs 3a6bu1, OMarojapss KOMy Thl CTaJl MMIIEpATO-
poM, — npomnesna Ypcyna, CMOTps DMUIUIO B [J1a3a.

Smumii HepBHUYAT. O0 3TOM rOBOPHIY KaneJIbKY 1MoTa, Oie-
CTEBIIIME HA €ro JIULIE.

— Thl MOXEIlIb TaK e JIMIIUTHCS BIACTH, KK U MOTy4nI e€, —
NPOJOIKIIA TOBOPUTh Ypcyaa. — ApUCTOH — He OyleT TBOUM
CBHIHOM HU TTPU KaKUX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX, MHAYE, KIISTHYCh, s TeOs
YHUUTOKY.

— I'ocnioxa, — OKJIMKHYJT €€ AJlpUaH.

VYpcyna npuiiuia B ceds U, IepecTtaB AepKaTbh MUK 32 TOTY,
OTOIILIa Ha3a/.

— 51 Te6s1 mpenynpenuia, Cyrnpyr MOM.

SDMUIMIA He 3HAJ, 4TO cKa3arh. Ceiluac OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOst
COBEPIIEHHO OECTIOMOIIHBIM. AJIpriaH U YpcyJa NOKJIOHWIUCH U
yIIUTA OOPATHO B 34Ty, K TOCTSIM, OCTAaBUB UMIIEPATOPA OJIHOTO.

ApUCTOH, YBUJIEB, KaK MPHOMIKAIOTCS Ypcyna ¢ AApraHOM



CHOBa 3aHepBHUYAL. KaToH HeJOyMEHHO TOcMOTpet Ha HuX. Ko-
ria Ypcyna v AipuaH 3aHsUTH MTPeskHee MECTo, OHU 00a Opocuin
HEHABUCTHBIN B3IVIA] B CTOpOHY ApucrtoHa. Ka3anoce, 4to oHu
ceiiuac OpocsITCsS Ha HEro, MOJOOHO BOJIKAM U Pa30PBYT B KJIO-
Ybsl.

— A rae nmneparop? — OCTOpOKHO CITpOCHl ApUCTOH, B3BOJI-
HOBAHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Bmecto oTBeTa AjpuaH KMHYJI Ha HEro TakoW B3IVIsA[, Ka-
KMM OOBIYHO CMOTPSIT HA YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIbIX. APUCTOHY CTa-
JIO HEJIOBKO.

— Unémte, rocriogvy, — npoutentan Kartod Ha yXxo ApUCTOHY,
TaK, YTOObl MX HUKTO HE YCJIbIIIAIL.

ApucTOH OBICTPO BCTaJI M HE3aMETHO, He TIpHUBJICKast K ceOe
BHUMAaHU 1, HAITPABUJICS BMECTE C BOJIBHOOTITYILIEHHUKOM ITPOYb
U3 IIYMHOTO 3aJ1a, /1€ TOCTH ObUTH Y:Ke U3PSIHO IbsHbI.

— I'ne Dmummin? — Copocuit ApUCTOH, O3UPasiCh BOKPYT.

KaToH Hauan xomuTh MO KOPUAOPY, 3arisAblBasi B KaXblid
yrol U OfMH M3 YIJIOB OKa3ajcs He MyCT. APUCTOH IMOAOIIEN
k Karony m yBugen cupdiero Ha noiny ummeparopa. immnepa-
TOp, MOOTHYB 07 ceOs1 KOJIEHKU, CUEN Ha MPaMOPHOM IOy
¥ JIMXOPAJIOYHO MOTJIAKUBA OOPOY, CMOTpSI B CTEHY. 3aMeTUB
IpUIIEAIEro ApUCTOHA, OH TYT e BCTaJl M HayaJl OAIPaBIATh
CKJIAJIKU CBOEU TOTU.

— Uro cnyuunoch? — Copocun ApuctoH. Ijist Hero ObLIO
cTpaHHO, 4To KartoH BOT Tak MpOCTO CTOUT M Oe3[eiCTBYeT,
CJIOBHO OH BUJMT UMIIEpaTOpa B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM HE BIIEPBbIE.



U tak oHO m ObLI0. KaToH yacTo Bue I umMmnepaTopa TakumM, OH
3HAJI IPAYMHY, 3HAJI UCTOYHUK €TI0 HACTPOEHHE, & UICTOYHUKOM
ObLJ1a BCEr/1a ero xeHa, KOTOPOIo OH OOsIICS CUIIbHEE Kapbl OOTOB.

— Huuero, — otBeTnn munuii u yiabiOHycs. — Tak, a mouemy
9TO Bbl yluM ¢ BeuepuHku? Hy ke, Bo3Bpaiiaiitech ckopee B
3aJ1y, FOCTH ¥ BKyCHEUIIME CTBa K IYyT Bac. K Tomy ke ¢ MUHyTY
Ha MUHYTY HAQUHETCS MpeJCTaB/IeHre akpoOaToB, Bbl HE JOJIKHBI
€ro MpOITyCTUTB !

DMWIMI MONOKUI CBOM CUJIbHBIE PYKU Ha Tuieun Karona u
ApHCTOHA M HaYaJl UX MOATOHATb.

— dvuimit, nocron! — Ckazan ApUCTOH 1 pE3KO NOBEPHYJICA K
umnepartopy. — Ham HyxHO OroBoputh. — ApUCTOH IOCMOTPE
Ha psgoMm crosiiero Katona u no6aBuit: — HaeuHe.

DMWIMH KECTOM PyKH Ipukasan KaroHy ymanurtecs, a cam
IIPUCEIT HA JIOKE B aTPUyME U MOJIOKUB HOT'Y Ha HOTY, IIPUTOTO-
BUJICS CITyIATh.

— DMWIKHI, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYUT? — 3aroBopusl ApUCTOH. —
Kakou nacnennuk? Kakou nipecron? Thl ¢ yma comén?

— §1 paBHO yke YCHIHOBWJI TeOsi, — OTBETWJI UMIIEpATOp U
ycMmexHyJcsi. — TBo€ cormacue 3aech 1axe He TpeOyeTcsl.

— 910 6e3ymue! — BoCKIMKHYI APUCTOH U CXBAaTHIICS 34 Io-
noBy. — Kakoii-to abeypn, Open!

DMWIMHI NOAHAJCA C JIOKA U OCTAHOBUJI, XOAALIETO M0 KOM-
Hate ApuctoHa. OH OCMOTpEJ EMY B I71a3a U YCIOKAUBAIOILIE
3arOBOPUIIL:

— Maupii, He 3a0bIBai, OXATYWUCTa, YTO 51 TBOU TIOBEJIUTE]Tb.



N kaxxgoMy npukasy Thl, KaK MOW MOJAHHBIN, TOJKEH TOBUHO-
BaThcsA. $1 Bepio, UTO M3 TeOs BHIAAET JOCTOWHBINA MPEEMHUK,
ThI 3aCJTYKWJT TIPaBO ObITh HAC/IETHUKOM. MOXeT, Thl OOUIIIbCs?
Ckaxwu, uto Te0s OecriokonT? AnpuaH U Ypcyna, BO3MOXKHO,
yke ycIienu 3amyrarhb 1e0si?

[Ipu ynomuHanuu uMeHu AnpuaHa ApPUCTOH U3MEHUJICS B
Jvie. DMUIVIA 3aMETHIT TO U JIETOHBKO IPUOOHST APUCTOHA 3a
TUICYH.

— He Oovics1, oam Tebe HUYero He caenaior. 51 Te0s 3amuiry.
Karon OyzieT Bcé BpeMms psiiom, KBuHT ToXe.

— KBunt? — YouBuics ApucToH, BCTIOMHUB CTaporo IEeHTY-
pHOHA.

— Ha, Buxy, uyto nomuuIb ero. Hy, xe, He Ooricsi, BCE Oyaer
XOPOIIIO.

DMWIMKA 1Ol ApUCTOHA 32 BOJIOCHI, HE BBITYCKAs U3
OOBATHIA.

— He 3nato, 9muimii. . . A kak ke Kucca?

— Kucca moxer B moboe Bpemsi mpueskarh K Tede B TOCTH.
ThI MOXeIlIb TCaTh el TUChMA.

ApUCTOH BBICBOOOAUJICS U3 OOBSATUN DMUITUS U HAXMYPUJICS.

— B xakom cmbiclie rpue3xath B roctu? To ecThb, OepeMeHHast
JKEHIIMHA JOJKHA cama MPUe3KaThb B CTONUILY, YUUTHIBAsI OCEH-
HIOIO TIOTO/TY, MPH KOTOPOU MOXHO JIETKO MOIXBATUTH TPOCTYHY ?
Her yx, 51 cam Oyany K Hell nmpuesxkarh B Kozy.

—Her, — oTBeTHJI DMUINI 1 TOKPACHE OT 3710CTU. — Thl OCTa-
Hellbcs 371ech. Eci Th Oyjienib iepeduTh MOel BOJIU, Thl OO0JTb-



11Ie HUKOI/1a He YBU/UIIb CBOIO KEHY, SICHO?

ApUCTOH OHEMeJT OT TakuX CJI0B. OH HHUKaK He OXKUAAJ, 4TO
SOMUIHUIA MOXKET ObITh TAKUM KECTOKHUM.

— [IpaBusnbHO 0 TeGe roBOPAT KBUPUTHI, PUMOM MpaBUT TH-
pan! — Bpocw B cepaiax ApUCTOH U TIOOEsKaJT IMPOYb.

— A Hy croii! — KpukHyn eMy Bciie uMniepaTtop, OpOCHBIIMCH
BJIOTOHKY. — 910 npukas! I — umneparop!

— Wnu x opky! — Iocnbiancs otBeT ApUcTOHa B KOPUAOPE.

Cyns 1o rosnocy, ApUCTOH MpUOIMKAICS K camy. DMUWIMN
yCKOpWIT Oer, HO TSKENast Tora BCE BpeMsl 3aIyThIBAJIMCh B HO-
rax. [Toatomy oH ocTraHOBMIICSI U OBICTPO CKUHYB C ceOsl BepX-
HIOIO OfIE)K/Iy U OCTaBIIMCh B OJHOM JIETKOW OeNoil TYHUKe, T0-
Oexan emg OpicTpee, NUIENAs caroramu 1o mpamopy. ooexas
J0 cafa, DMUAJIMU HadaJl O3UPaThCs BO TbME U UCKaTh APUCTOHA.

— [lokaxuce! — KpukHyJ ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO DMUIMU U CKAJT OT
3JI0CTH KYJIAKH.

Ha ymurie 61710 TeMHO ¥ ITpoXJiaaHo. M3peaka rpemern rpom,
Ty4M CHOBA 3arOJIOHMIN HeOeca, Cy/s 10 BCeMY, CKOPO TOIKEH
ObLI1 HAYAThCS JIMBEHb. DMWIMHI pUciyiiascs. Bnepeau nocibl-
HIajacs TPECK JoMalolecsl BeTKu. Toraa ummeparop rnodexan
HaBCTPEUy UCTOUHUKY 3BYKa, OKU/1asi BCTPETUTHCS TaM ¢ Apu-
croHOM. JIoGeskaB 10 BBICOKOH CTEHbI, OTOPaKMBAIOIINN CaJl, OH
3aMeTU1 TEMHYIO (DUTYpPY, CIPHITMBAIOIIYIO BHU3. DMWIAN I11U-
POKO pacKpsbL1 IJ1a3a OT U3yMJIEHHUS.

— Croit, usmeHHuk! — Kpuknyn dmummii. Ero nepenonHsin
oyket amonmii. U 3m0cTh, 1 06una, n HeHaBUCTh. OH XOTeN Ofl-



HOBPEMEHHO U IIJIaKaTh, U cMeAThes. [Ipu 3TOM OH He oTnaBas
OTYETa B CBOUX JEUCTBUSIX.

Crena OblTa BHICOKOH. DMWINI HaYal KapaOKaThCsl, HO T0-
HsJI, YTO OH HE CMOXET Ha He€ 3ae3Tb. OH yIuMBUIICA JIOBKO-
CTM APHCTOHA ¥ HE TOHUMAJI, KaK MAJIBYMIIKA TaK OBICTPO CMOT
e€ oposiets. Torga OH HaKOHEIl 3aMETWII BETKY JIepeBa. DMWINN
HOJIOKWJT HOT'Y Ha BETKY U MPUIOIHSBUINCH, 3aj€3 HAKOHEll Ha
3a60p. MonHMs cHOBa cBepkHysa. C Heba MOCTENEeHHO Havyallu
najarh KarnejabKy JOXKAs, C KakIbIM pa30M BCE YCUIIMBASCh.

SMumil yBUAET B TEMHOTe Oeryinyo (Gpurypy ApUCTOHA W
npuoboapuiics. OH yXe MBICIIEHHO BoOOpakas cebe, 4To ciena-
€T C HUM, KOrja IovMaer.

— Bpéub He yiaeimb! — KpukHya1 DMuimid.

ApUCTOH OOEpHYJICS, YCIBIIIAB FOJIOC DMUHUS U YBUAEI, KaK
UMIIepaTop, CTOs1 Ha BBICOKOW KaMEHHO CTeHe MPUrOTOBUJICS K
IPBIKKY. DMWIMKU XOTEJN IPUCECTb, HO BMECTO 3TOIO OH HEYK-
JIO’Ke TIOCKOJIb3HYJICS ¥ YIAPUBIIKCH 00 CTEHY, TOJIeTeN 3a Ipe-
J€JIbl CTEHBI.

— Ovuimil! — KpukHya ApUCTOH U He TepsAsl HU MUHYTHI 1O~
Oexa K Apyry Ha MOMOIIb.

Hoxap yermics. MoiaHuM Hadainu cBepkars vaie. 13-3a go-
K51 He ObUTIO HUYETO BUIHO. APHCTOH JOOEXKa O CTEHbI U YBU-
JeJ1 JIeKAILero Ha 3emJyie DMWIns. ApPUCTOH MBICJIEHHO MOJIUII-
cs1, YTOOBI €r0 Jpyr OKa3ascs KUBbIM, UHaue. .. MIHave ero, Apu-
CTOHA, MOTY OOBUHUTH B YOUHCTBE UMIIEpaTOpa.

SDMWINMK JIekKaJl B TPS3U, BOABI MO HAM CTAaHOBHWJIOCH BCE



OoblIiie 1 OOJIbIIE, TPUYEM BOJIA TIepeMeIIaach C KpOBbIO. ApH-
CTOH MOMJIOKUJI PYKH MOJ TEJIO UMIIEpaTopa U MOAHSII €ro, Kak
B TOT pa3, BO BpeMs msTexa. OH MpHsKal ero K CBoeu rpyau u
MIPOBAJIMBASCH B I'PsI3H, 3aIllaraji B CTOPOHY JBOPIIA.

CrycTsi JOBOJIBHO JITUTENTbHOE BpeMsi APUCTOH HaKOHeIl Ha-
1€ BXO[. 3aii/is1 BOBHYTPb, €r0 BCTPETUIIM ABOE ITPETOPUAHILIEB.
Onu ObUTH CUJTBHO yauBJIeHBL. Bopona Dmumus Obuta TPSI3HOM,
MOKPO#, KyApsiIBble BOJOCHI MCTIAUYKaHbl KPOBbIO, OEJIOCHEKHAS
TYHUKA CTajla KOPUUYHEBOM, HO HEM3MEHHOMW JIUIIIb OCTaBajach
30JI0Tast 1Majema.

— Yto npousonuio? — Cripocuii OMH U3 MPETOPUAHIIEB.

— Ilo3oBuTte nekapsi, — BMECTO OTBETA MpUKa3asl APUCTOH.

[TperopuaHiibl, BIpoYeM, TYT ke TIOAYMHUINCH. APUCTOH Ha-
NPaBIJICS K MOKOSIM DMIJIHS ¥ Ha CBOEM IyTHU BCTPETUIT Oery-
miero Karona. B pykax oH aepskai myprypHyto Tory. C3aau Hero
Obuta Ypcyna u Anpuan. Haiins omexny mmmneparopa, Bce Io-
JQyMaJli, 4TO C aBryCTOM YTO-TO CIIyYHJIOCH U TYT € 3aHSUIUCh
ero norckamu. Ypcyna axayia. Karon roxe. [Tprunras cebe mox
HOC, OH HayaJl paccnpaiimBaTh ApUCTOHa, YyTo mpousoruio. Ho
ApucrtoH He otBevas. OH Bc€ ee 0osics, YTO U3-3a HETO yMep
umrneparop. Uto 31o oH you ero.

B nmokom ero myctuiu cTopokeBble U ApUCTOH HaKOHel| TOo-
JIOKWJT TeJI0 DMUIIMS Ha MOCTETb.

— 310 THI YOUI ero?! — Ckazana Ypcysa u Habpocuiiach C Ky-
JJakaMu Ha APUCTOHA.

Ho Karon BmecTe ¢ ApraHoM OTOTHAJIM €€ OT I0HOLIN.



— OH...— 3aroBopun ApucroH. Bce npucnymamics. — OH
ymaj, co creHsl. M ynapuiics ronosom.

— Kaxou kommap, — npokoMmeHTrupoBai Karos.

Jlekapb BMecTe ¢ npeTtopraHIiaMu 3a0ekall B TIOKOU U OBbICT-
PO Havaj ocMaTpvBaTh TeJo uMmIeparopa. Bee crosuiu psaom u
MOJTYa HAOMIOATN 32 TTPOMCXO/ISIIIM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, APUCTOH 3aMETHUJ1 B YIJTy HEBBICOKYIO CKYJIbII-
Typy U3 Mpamopa. [IpurisieBumcy, OH BCIOMHUJI, KaK MO3UPO-
Bas1 KopOysoHy, a OTOM MMIIEpaTOp BOCXUINAJICS CKYJIBITYPOU.
Teneps oHa cTos1a 371ech. B mokosix. IHTepecHo, 4To qymMaet 06
sToM Ypcyna?

— OH xuB? — Cripocui ApUCTOH.

— Jla, — OTBETHUJI JIeKaphb.

Bce o6nerdyeHHo B3AOXHYJIH.

— Ho BbIKMBET WM HET, 5 HE 3HAI0, — JIONOJIHUII HEOXKHUJAHHO
JIeKapb.

— B kakom 310 cmbicie?..— Cripocuit KatoH.

Kazanoce, Topko ApucToH 1 KatoH NCKpeHHee nepexnBaim
3a UMIieparopa, koraa AipuaH 1 Ypcysia yxe BOBCIO TOTOBUJIMCh
K noxopoHaMm. OHU Jaxe BbIIUIA U3 KOMHATHhI, [IOHSIB, YTO Ha-
Jek]Ibl Ha criaceHue HeT. M 910 ObUIo yXkKacHo. ..

— Yepen nposomiieH, — 3aroBOpWJI CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM JIe-
Kape. — IIpunérca BcraButh mactuny. [lomumo sroro, ciomasa
neBas pyka M 1mes. OH 4yJJloM OCTaJICsl B )KMBBIX. A ceiyac 1o-
TMPOIITY BBIMTH, TOCHOAA.

Bckope k siekapio MoJouM €ro NOMOIIHUAKY U IIPUCTYTIAIN



K pabore. ApuctoH U KatoH TeM BpeMeHeM CTOSUIM 3a JIBEpPhIO
Y MOJIWJIUCB.

— DTO BCE U3-32 MEHs, — IPOrOBOPUJ APUCTOH U OIyCTHJI-
Cs1 MEIIIKOM Ha T0J1, CXBAaTUBIIIKCh 32 rosioBy. — OH nobexarn 3a
MHOU Y yma.

— He Bunwmte cebs1, rocoauH, — ckaszan Katon u mpucen ps-
nom. — Tak pacnopsinuiuchk 60ru.

— Ho on o6e3ymen, Karon! O 3anpeTus1 MHE IOKUIATh IBO-
pen...A y MeHs cembsi! CKOpO JOJIKHA POAMTDH KEHA W BAPYT
MMIIEPATOP PEIAET CAEIATh MEHSI CBOMM HACIEAHUKOM. IJTO Ke
Kakou-To Open. .. [Touemy oH Tak cedst Benér, Katon? Moskert, oH
Y BIPaBIy AYIIEBHOOOIBHOM ..

— OH He ObLT TAKUM, — OTBETHJI cepb&3HO KaToH 1 3aroBopuit
TOHOM pacCKa34yMKa: — B JETCTBE OH MeUTaJl CTaTh JIETHOHEPOM.
OH XOTeJ1 CIykHUTb OTEYECTBY, XOTEJI IOMOTaTh JIIOIAM, 3allli-
masi ux u odecrieunBas nokor. Ho pasymeercst ero otiry Obu1o
HE JI0O MEeUTHI ChIHA, & MaTh BCE BpeMsi Obly1a 3aHsATa. Toraa oH of1-
HaX/Ibl BBIHYJI U3 HOKEH CIISIIErO CTOPOKEBOro MIaUi U HAJeB
Ha ce0s IUIeM U KPacHBIH TJ1alll, TIO3JHUM BeU4epoM cOexan u3
noma. imniepatop xoTten yiuTH B JIETUOH, OH 3HAJI, T/1€ HAXOAUTCS
narepb. Ho OH HUKaK He O:xuAall, YTo 0 MyTH eMY MOTYT BCTpe-
TUTHCSL pa30ONHKUKY. Pa300WHUKY HAaYaIM TIIyMUTHCS HAJl HUM
¥ coOMpaich NpoAaTh B pabCTBO, HO DMUJIMIA HE UCITYTaJICs.
OH HayaJl MaxaTb MEYOM, KOTOPBII ObLJT HAMHOTO JIMHHEE €ro
pocta. Bipouem, cpaxkarbcsi pa300MHUKY C HUM HE COOMPAJTUCh.
No60 BcE emé noremanuch Han pedenkoM. Ho mocie Toro, kak



SMUIMNA PaHWIT OTHOTO M3 Pa300MHMKOB, OHU B MOPHIBE I'HEBA
HavyaaM u30uBath ero. V30uB 10 MOMyCMepTH, OHU MPUBS3AIIH
€ro K BEeTKe Ha JiepeBe U OpOCHIM Ha CheieHHe BojKaM. B secy
OH BHCeJI BCIO HOUb. BHU3 rosioBoii. 113-3a KpoBsIHOTO JaBieHus,
€ro IJa3Hbie sIOJIOKW YyTh HE JIOMHYJIU, KaK cresble BuliiHu. Ho
K CYACTBIO €0 HAIIEN OJUH U3 MOJIOABIX JerMOoHepoB. OH CHsI
€ro ¢ JepeBa 1 OBICTPO JOCTaBUJI B JlazapeT. TaMm uMreparop u
BbI310poBeil. Ho...mocse toro ciyyas oH u3MeHuics. Manbunk
CTaJI CTPaHHO cebsl BECTU, TO KpUvaJl, TO cMesuicsl. Bee nmoHsm,
YTO OH COLIEN € yMa. MoJ10o01 JIETHOHEP, KOTOpOro 3Bayim KBHH-
TOM, IOCTaBWJI MAJIbYMKA K OTLLY, BIPOYEM, HE MOJIyYUB HUKAKOU
6rarogapHoCcTH, KOO OTell DMUIIHS ObLT HEBEPOSATHO CKYITBIM Ye-
soBekoM. Ho DmMunmii, craB uMIepatopoM, BCIIOMHUII O HEM U
Ternepb KBUHT HavaIbHUK TBOPLIOBOY ITPETOPUAHCKOU IBap/vU.

3aKkOoHYMB CBO pacckas, KatoH o6mm3Hy nepecoxinme ryobl
U 3amMomyal. ApucToH momvait Toxke. OH ObLT MOPaXEH UCTOPU-
el KatoHa u Terepp emié Oosblile yBaxasl CBOEro Jpyra u eig
CUJIbHEe MOJIIT OOTOB COXPAHUTh €My KHU3Hb.

&gk

IIponomaennwlii uepen, Kpoeb, 3010Mol 1A8PO6blLL 6eHOK. Hm-
nepamop cuoen Ha MpoHe U ¢ YKOPOM cmompen Ha ApUcmona.
Tpuuém on 6 mo dce pems paszosapusan ¢ Aopuarom. O uém
OHU 2080pUlU, APUCIOH He 3HAN, KA3Aa10Cb, OHU Deced08anu Ha
uyoIcoMm s3viKe. 3amem 8 MmpOHHbIIL 3a.1 3aULNdA BbICOKASL Oe8YUKa



6 benoti cmone u naamxke. Cnepéa Apucmon nooyman, umo 3mo
ovina Enena, no Enena ovina nudice. H usem 60oa0c Obin UHbIM.
OHu Ovlau cedvimu. [Ipuuém dHceHuuUHa Ka3anace HeepoOsIMHO
8bICOKOIl, noumu 00H020 pocma ¢ Imunem. Apucmon cmompen
HA Heé CHU3Y 88€PX, CLOBHO OH cuden Ha noay. Bnpouem, mak ono
u ovL10...

[IpeTopuaHibl pacriaxHyJid IBEpYd B MOKOM MMIEpaTopa U
IPOMYCTUIN BOBHYTPb Oenylo (purypy. ApUCTOH MOOHSICA C
MPaMOPHOTO T0J1a ¥ HavaJl pa3MUHATh CIIMHY T0Ce HeyI0OHO!
1o3bl BO cHe. KaTtoH ocTtaiics xaarh CHapyXHu.

— DT0 rocnoxa ArpunmnuHa aBrycra — maryllika UMIepaTo-
pa, — nosiciuit KaroH.

Apucron cmytuiics. TOJNBKO 4TO BO3JIE HETO MpOoILia Takas
BEJIMKAs JIOMHA, a OH JAaKe He YIOCYyKWIcs BcTarh. CTasno CThiI-
HO. O4YeHb CTBIIHO.

HmniepaTtop B CBOIO 04epe/ib BCE el He mpuxoau B ceOs. Ka-
3aJ10Ch, €11I€ HEMHOTrO U PUM JMImMTCS CBOEro npaButess. Apu-
CTOHY HE BEPHWJIOCh, YTO BCE ITO MPOUCXOAUT HA CAMOM JEJie.
Emé nHéM OHM Tak 370pOBO MPOBOAMJIM BMECTE BpEMsl, UIpa-
JI1, BECEJIUJIUCh, Pa3rOBapuBa/Ii. APUCTOH BCE €1LE IOMHUII €70
YIBIOKY, €ro 3ByYHBI CMEX, €r0 HEMOBTOPUMYIO MUMUKY. .. Ha
r71a3aX HEBOJIBHO MOSIBWJIKCH CE3bl. OH 3aKpblI pyKaMu JIMIO U
3arJIaKaJl.

— IlonHoTte, rocnoauH, — ycokavparolie 3aropopui Karos. —
Bcé emé odonnéres.

Opnako KaToH 1 cam He BEpWJI, UTO UMIIEPATOP MOCTIE TAKOTO



naicHus BBDKUBET. OH yKe BOBCIO TOTOBUJICA K €T0 ITIOXOPOHAM,
BIIPOYEM, KaK U AJIpHaH.

CrycTst JOBOJIBHO JIJIMTEIBHOE BPEMsI, aBI'yCTa HAKOHEL Bbl-
1ula U3 KOMHaThl. JIMIO €€ He Bblpaxanao pajoCTH. ApPHUCTOH
ell€ CuibHEE PUYHBLI. 3aMETUB APHUCTOHA, aBryCcTa MOAOILIA
K HeMy. OJIHaKO OHa yk€ He Ka3aJach TAKOM BBICOKOW, KaK BO
cHe. [a3a e€ ObUIM yCTABIIMMM, HO BUIVIMO, OHA HE OblTa TakK
K€ PACCTpOEHA CIIyUYMBIIMMCSH, KaK U APHUCTOH.

— Apucron? — Crpocuiia OHa IPUATHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

ApucroH ynusuics. OTKyga OHa 3HaeT ero uMs?

— [la, rocnioxa, — OTBETUJI OH.

ABrycra MeIJIeHHbIM I1IarOM HalpaBWJIachb B CTOPOHY caja,
MpUKa3aB )KECTOM PYKH ClIeI0BaTh ApUCTOHY 3a Heil. [JaBHO Ha-
CTYITIJT HOBBII JIeHb, HO APUCTOH Jake He 3HaI 00 3TOM. 3a HOUb
BCE BBICOXJIO Y HE OCTaJIOCh HU CJieJja MOCJIE CUIBHOTO J0XKIA.
Brliiias Ha cBexul BO3/1yX, aBryCTa [TpHCeia Ha JIABOUKY U B3JJ0X-
Hy/a. APUCTOH CTOsUT HAPOTUB U HE MPOU3HOCKUII HU CJIOBA.

— Moii cbiH MHOTO O Tebe paccKa3bBaJl, — HaYaja TOBOPHUTh
aBrycra. /IBoe paObIHb ONONLTM K HEW M HAJIMIM B OOKaJT Kpac-
Horo BuHa. [locne BBIMMTOrO €M IOTKa, KEHIIMHA MTPOA0JIKU-
JIa: — IOUTH KaK/IbIA JA€Hb 51 CIIbIIIAJIA TBOE UMsL. DMITUI JTIOOUT
Te0s1, 1 51 9T0 BIKY. — OHa CHOBA clefiajia IJIOTOK M MPUKpPbLIA
OT HacjaxaeHus rmasza. — Cracu0o, 4ToO cnac Torjga ero oT Ms-
TEKHUKOB.

— He 3a yT0, JOMHA, 3TO MO¥1 10T, — OTBETUJ APUCTOH.

— DTO IOAT NPETOPUAHLIEB — 3ALMINATh UMIIEPATOPa, BOBCE



He TBOU. Ho 3T1 mpopiakHble KPHICHI IPEIaHbl TOMY, Y KOTO O0JTb-
mre 3o5ota. beuta Obl MOst BOJISI — 51 OBl Ka3HWIA BeCh KOPITYC.
A Tbl BeJib 1aXxe He KOPEeHHOU xuTelb Puma, Thl rpek. A rpeku
HEHABUJAT PUMJISIH. YIMBUTENILHO, UTO Thl PUCKHYJI CBOEH JKU3-
HBIO PaJy UMIIEPUH.

B BO3ayxe moBucia TMINMHA. ABryCTa MeIJIEHHO IMOINMBaia
BUHO ¥ HUYETO He TOBOPWUJIA, JIIOYSICh OCEHHEH MOroI0u.

— Kak nymaere, oH BbikUMBET? — CpoCHil HaKOHEl, ApPUCTOH
Y BCHOTEJ OT BOJIHEHHUSI.

— Ha Bc€ Bosist 60roB, — CITIOKOMHO OTBETWJIA aBTYCTA.

[Mocne nByx OOKAIOB OHA MOAHSIIACH C JIOXKA U MOBEPHYJIACH
K APUCTOHY CITMHOM, CMOTPsI Ha JIEPEBbS.

— To1 cBOOONEH, — CKa3aja OHa. — MoOJelllb ye3:kaTh 0OpaTHO
B Ko3y k cBoeii xene. Hukto Tebe He 3anpeTut nokuaats Pum.

ApUCTOH He 0)KUAAJ TAKOTO 3asiBIeHus1. Beap noce Toro, 4To
CITyYHJIOCh C UIMIIEPATOPOM OH coBepIilieHHO 3a0bu1 0 Kucce. On
XOTeJ OTONIAroapuTh aBryCTy, HO Ta OBICTPO YIILJIa OOpaTHO BO
JBOpeL, He cMOTpsA ApUCTOHY B Im1a3a. CJIOBHO, OHA ITpeylarajia
chesnaTb eMy BHIOOp — 0o Apyr, auoo keHa. I ApuctoH, He
0OWHY$Ch, BHIOpA BTOPOU BapyaHT.

Opnako Ha gyuie ocrajcs rpy3 BUHbl. OH BCE elE qyMall, YTO
uMIIeparop ynai u3-3a Hero. 1 aTa MbICiib He AaBajia eMy MoKOs
BEChH ITyTh, KOTOPBIM 3aHUMAaN y ApuctoHa o Kossl.

[Tpuexan xe OH AOMOH yxe Onvke K MoaHOuM. Bbuto TeMHO
Y Iy CWIBHBIN BeTep. B 1oMe K cuacThio ropein cBeT. AprUcTOH
CJIe3 € MOBO3KM U 3aIUIaTUB Ky4epy, nocie1oBai k BoporaM. [1o-



CTy4aB HECKOJIbKO pa3, I0HOIIA 3aMep. BO3HUKJIO HEMMOBEpHOE
JKeJaHve BEepHYyThCsl BO JBoperl. Ho Obuto yke mo3mHo. JIBepb
€My OTKpbLI BOJIbHOOTIYIIEHHUK Octopuil. B pyke oH aepxai
CBEUy, KOTOpas TYT ke roracja u3-3a CUJIbHOIO BEeTpa.

— TI'ocrionuu? — Yauswiicst Ocropuid.

ApUCTOH, HIYETO He TOBOPS, 3aIIEN B JIOM M CHSUI C ceOst
riail. Ero skeHa cuzena B arpuyMe v YuTajia. Y IMBUTEIbHO, YTO
B CTOJIb [IO3/IHEE BPEMSI.

— Ilouemy ThI He cnmib? — Cripocust ApUCTOH.

VYenpimas ronoc ceoero myxa, Kncca axayna. OHa oToxuia
KHUT'Y 1 IOCMOTpEJIA Ha CTOSIIEro ApUCTOHA.

— Apucron! — PagoctHo BocksinkHy/1a Kucca u, He cMoTpsi Ha
OOJIBIIION KUBOT, pUHYJIACH CYNPYTY Ha IIE.

— 41 3Hana, 4TO THl BEPHEINIbCS, — TOBOPUJIA OHA, LIETysl Apu-
CTOHA B I'yOBl.

Ho panoctu B ronyObix ri1a3ax Apucrona He Obuto. U 1ienoBait
oH 0e3 nonu xeyianuda. U ato 3amernna Kucca.

— Ilouemy ThI Tak nevaneH? YTo ciydmsioch, gynia Mos?

— Mmnieparop. . .oH

—Yro?

— OH ymupaer, — OTBETWJI APUCTOH U OTBEPHYJICS, BBITUPAsI
CJE3BL.

Ocropwid, yCTbIIIaB 3T0, MmooeaHes1. XOoTs JIMIO ero Beeraa
BBIPAKaJio HEBO3MYTUMOCTh. Ho KaxeTcs, ceiiuac OH ObLT yAKB-
néH. A Kucca...Ona ynbibanace. HakoHen, oHa nz6aBuiach OT
COIEpPHUKA, HO BUY CTapajach He nmojaBaTb. BMecTo pamocrtu,



OH cjieNajia YAUBJIEHHOE JIULO U CIIPOCKIIA:

— Kak ke tak? Yro npouzonuio?

— OH ynau...BrnpoueMm, HeBaxHO! — ApPUCTOH MOBEPHYJICA K
’KEHE U B3sJ1 €€ 3a IJIeu, CMOTps €M B I1a3a. — Kucca, g gomkeH
BEPHYTbCS K HEMY.

— Yro? — He nonsina Kucca u cierka Haxmypusiach.

— 41 nomkeH OBITh C HUM, 3TO U3-32 MEHS OH YT CO CTEHBI!
N3-3a MeHs, noHnmaenb? 1 y)KacHbIi YEIOBEK. ..3TO 51 JOJIKEH
ceryac Jiexxarhb B TIOCTeNU ¢ TiepesoMami, a He oH! Kucca. ..

ApuCTOH OOHSIT IeBYIIKY 1 3aruiakan. Kucca Huyero He mo-
HUMaJia, el Ka3aJjioch, YTO e€ My:K colén ¢ yma. [locne negonrux
0O0DBATUIN, APUCTOH OTITYCTHUJI AEBYIIKY U HAITPABUIICS K BBIXOLY.

— To1 kyna? — Cnpocwiia Kucca.

— Obemmaro, s1 BEpHYCh, JIIOOOBb MOSI, — OTBETHJI APHUCTOH. —
Ho ceiiuac s noymkeH ObITh psiioM ¢ gpyrom. Bane®*!

W ApuctoH, HaJleB TOPOKHBIH IJ1aI1], OICTPO BBIIIEN HA YIIU-
Iy, 3aKpbIB 32 coO0i nBepu. Kucca naxke He ycriena TOJIKOM CO-
00pa3uTh, 4TO ceiuac mpousonuio. Bpone, e€ Myx HakOHeI Bep-
HYJICS TOMOW M TYT ke ye3xkaeT B Pum. OHa mocmorpena Ha
Ocropus. BonbHOOTHyIIEHHUK NMOHMMasl ApuctoHa. OH 3Hal,
9TO JIpY3bsi MHOTTA OBIBAIOT BakHee ceMbU. HO 0OBSICHATH UTO-
OO0 CBOEH TOCHOKE OH HE CTaJl U BMECTO TOTO MOXaJI HEMOHHU-
Malolle MIeyamHu.

8 Ho ceuganus, npoimaid. C yiar.



Kok

Agpuan 1 Ypcyna NO3IHO BEYEPOM 3allUIU B CIIAJIBHIO UMIIE-
paropa. B kOMHare HaxXoguJCA JIMILB JIEKapb. YpcyJa KECTOM
PYKH TpHKa3ajia emy BblATH. Jlekapb He oOMHYsCH Oe30Tara-
TeJIbHO MOTYUHMIICA. B KOMHaTe ObUIO AYIIIHO, NaXJI0 CHAA00bsI-
MU U CAJIbHBIMU CBEUaMU. YPCyJia MOJOILIA K CBOEMY CYINPYTy U
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI CMOTpesia Ha ero OreaHoe mio. Bomockr ero
OOCTpUIIIU ¥ TOJIOBY 3aMOTaITH OeJiol TKaHbio. Ha 1iree Obu1 ycra-
HOBJIEH KapKac U3 ITIMHbI U BCE TAK)KE€ 3aMOTaHO TKaHbIO. 3aTeM
VYpcyna ortoliia OT MyXka U MOJOIUIA K CTOSIIIEMY MOCPEANHE
CHAJIbHA ApraHy.

— 4 monaraio mopa cooOIMTH HAPOLY O KOHYMHE MMIIepaTo-
pa, — mporoBopuia Ypcyna. — U 3auaTs TpoH Tebe, Anpuan. Tel
€ro 3aCITy KWl

— Brnaronapio, Most rocrioxa, — mponede3wt Anpuad. — ITo
orpoMHasi 4ecTb AJ1s1 MeHsl. Oberialo, 51 onpaBalo BCe Ballld Ha-
JEKAbl U CO MHOM PuMcKasi uMriepusi CTaHeT BOUCTHHY CaMoOu
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM.

— 51 B 93TOM M HE COMHEBalOCh, AIpuaH, — OTBETWIA YpCyJa
Y YJIBIOHYJIACh.

Tem BpeMeHeM ApPHCTOH BOBCIO CHEHIMJI CKOpee J0OpaThCs
10 ABopia. Bcio HOUb OH MpeogosieBai JOPOry TO MEIIUM, TO Ha
noBo3ke. OH XOTel, Kak MOXHO ObIcTpee BepHyThcs B [lanatuH,
€My Ka3aJloCh, YTO UMIIEpPATOp YMPET 6e3 Hero. YTo TOIbKO OH



MOXeT criactv ero. Mi6o oH 3HaJ1, 4TO HUKTO KPOME HEero He Ke-
JIaeT eMy BBI3JIOPOBJICHUS. «$1 He ToJKeH ObLT OCTABIISATH €r0 Of1-
HOI'0, Hae[IMHE C ITUMU 3MesiMU. B ocoOeHHOCTH ¢ AZIpraHOM».

V3HEMOKEHHBIN 1 yCTaIbli, C TEMHBIMU CUHSIKAMU MOJ IJ1a-
3aMU OT HEJOCHINA, TOJOIHBI U U3MYUYEHHBIA APUCTOH BCE-Ta-
KM npuexail Bo asopel. Ctosuio paHHee ytpo. CosHLE TONb-
KO HOPOBWJIO BBINJISIHYTh WU3-110J TOpU30HTa. OIHAKO y camMoro
BXOJIa CTOSIM CTPAKHUKH, KOTOPbIE CTOPOKMJIM BOPOTa BO ABO-
pell. ApYCTOH TIOIOIIEN OJIMkKe ¥ TIOITPOCHIT POMyCTUTh ero. Ho
CTPaXHUKU OTHECJIMICh PABHOYIIHO K €ro mpockOe W Mpoao-
’KWJIM HEBO3MYTHMO CTOSITh HA Yacax.

— Tloxanyiicta, s JOMKEH YBUAETh MMIIEpaTopa, — MPOCKUI
APpHCTOH, a OTOM, BCIIOMHUB PO MOCJEIHUN MPUKA3, OH yikKe
cmeJiee IIPOTrOBOPUJI: — 51 CBIH €r0 aBIyCTEMIIECTBA — APUCTOH.

CrpaxHUKM NEPENISIHYJIUCh JPYT Ha Apyra U rPOMKO 3acMe-
SUINCD.

— ¥V umrneparopa HeT ChlHa, IJIyNell, — CKa3aJl OJIMH U3 CTPaX-
HUKOB. — Tak 4T0 Uy CBOE 10pOrou.

— Ho...— npopomxun ApucroH. — [TozoBure Torga nueHTypu-
oHa KBuHTa. OH 3HaeT MeHsl.

CTpaXHUKM CHOBA HAYaJIM CMESIThCS. DTOT cMeX ObUT HAMHO-
IO JOJBIIE NPeAbIIyIIero. 3aKOHUMB, TOT CTPaXHUK, 4TO IIO-
cTapiiie, BBIIIEN BIEepER M OOHAKUT Meu.

— Yobupaiics oTcrofa, MoKa s CaMOJIMYHO TeOsT He YOI, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

APHCTOH ITOCMOTPEB Ha MIAAMYC, JTUXOPAJOYHO CIVIOTHYJ U



OTCTYTIUJI.

«0O 00rv, TOMOruTe MHE. DTO 1 BUHOBAT BO BCEM, IIO3BOJIBTE
XOTsI OBbI TIOITPOINATHCS C IPYTOM».

APHCTOH YHBUIBIN CO CJIE3aMM HA TJ1a3ax CTajl MeAJIEHHO yaa-
JIATBCS OT JIBOPIIA, HO HE YCIIE OH CHIeJaTh JECSTH IIaroB, Kak
€331 KTO-TO HayaJs 3BaTh €ro no mMeHu. Ha Bpems emy jnaxe
TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO dMminii. OH 0OepHYJICS ¥ YBUJIEN CTOSIIIE-
r0 B BOpPOTax IIEHTyproOHa B ocriexax. 1o Obul KBUHT. 3HauuT
00T ycblaiyu MOJIbObl ApUCTOHA.

LleHTyprOH MONprBETCTBOBAT APUCTOHA U BEJEJ CTPAXHU-
KaM MponycTuTh ero. CTpaXHUKU JIOJTO HEJAOYMEBaIU, OfIHA-
KO TIOIYMHWINCH MpUKa3y 6e3omiararebHo. KBUHT ObLT IOBOJIb-
HO HEepa3roBOPYMBHIM UeJIOBEKOM. JIMIIO ero ObLJI0 HEBO3MYTH-
MbIM. OH npOCTO IIEN BNepean, NpUKa3aB APUCTOHY CJIEIOBATh
3a HUM.

Honas no nokoeB umrneparopa, KBUHT octaHoBUiICS. 31€Ch
JKe HaxonuJics v ctapuk KartoH. YBuaeB ApucToHa, OH YIUBHIICA.

— l'ocnionuH, s gymMan Bbl pelIvIMd MOKMHYTh HAC, — CKa3aj
Katon.

— Nimniepatop, — THXO TPOrOBOpMIJI APHUCTOH, OOparasch K
Karony. — OH?..

— Bcé em€ e mpumeén B ceds1, — orBetrin Karon. — OpHako, —
CTapUK MOJIOMIEN OJIMIKe K IOHOIIE, TOUTH BIUIOTHYIO U MPOIIIeT-
TaJl Ha yX0: — AfijpuaH otnpaBwics Ha 3aceganve Cenara. Cynst
1o ciiyxam, o0CykJaTh OHM OyAyT BOMPOC HacieAoBaHUs. AJ-
pUaH XOYeT MOJYIUTh OJOOpEHNE CeHaTa Ha CBOIO KaHTUIaTypy.



Ecmu aBryct He puaET B ceOsl, UMIIEpaTOPOM CTaHET COBETHHK.

— O 6oru, — ¢ y’)kacoMm MPOKOMMEHTHPOBATT APHCTOH.

U BcE 310 mpoucxonut ceivac u3-3a Hero. Eciiu Ob1 ApuctoH
HE MMOCCOPUJICS C UMIIEPATOPOM M He 3aX0Tell cOexarh, UMIlepa-
TOp OBl HE TIOrHAJICS 32 HUM M He YIaJl co cTeHbl. Ecm nmMriepa-
TOp YyMPET, APUCTOH 3TO cebe He TPOCTUT.

IIBepu B mokou OTKpeU1 KaroH, mnpomyckass ApuctoHa
BOBHYTPb. B MOKOsIX ObIJIO TEMHO M HACTOJIBKO TYITHO, YTO KPY-
xuack ronosa. Jlekaps He Obu1o. Bee ciioBHO cMupuimch co
CMEepThI0 MMITEPAaTOpa W PEIHIN MPeAaTh ero 3a0BeHU0. ApH-
CTOHY JaKe CTaJso Kajb Ipyra. Beap 3T0 Tak ykacHoO, Korja rnpu
KU3HU TeOs1 Bce JIIOOAT, YTOAHUYAIOT U JIbCTAT, a KOT/Ia Thl MPU
cMepT, OOJNBbHOM, OECIIOMOIIHBIN, KOT/IA Thl YK€ He KakKelIbCs
TaKUM BEJIMKUM YEJIOBEKOM, O TeOe BCe 3a0bIBAIOT, U THI Tepe-
cTaéib ObITh KOMY-JIOO HYXKHBIM. HO He ApHCTOHY. ApUCTOH
00w dvmuis. U Teneps, Korga oH yMUPAET, OH CTall JIIOOUTh
ero eie OoJblIeE.

APUCTOH ceJl Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE JIOKA UMITEPATOPA U 3arlIaKaJl.
SDMWIMHA BBITIALEN Kaako. OT HEro maxJjo He TOJIBKO CHAT0Obs-
MU, KPOBbIO ¥ MIOTOM, HO U CMEPThI0. APUCTOH TIbITAJICS MOBe-
PUTh B PEAILHOCTD, TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT U TO YTO MPOU3OIILIO,
HO BCE CJIMIIIKOM HAIIOMUHAJIO COH. OH B35UJ1 XOJIOOHYIO PYKY UM-
NepaTopa 1 3aroBOPUIL:

— IIpoctu mens, apyr moi. [Ipoctu meHs1. D10 Bce u3-3a Me-
Hs1, 51 3HAI0. MHe He CTOWJIO TorAa yoeratb u KpudaTh Ha TeOs,
MOXET, TOrJa Thl Obl OcTasICs KUB. Eciti OBl 1 MOT BEpHYThCS Ha-



3a]1, B TOT JIeHb, 51 OB OTBETHJI TeOe Mo-ApyromMy. S ObI cormacui-
cs1 OBITh TBOUM CBHIHOM, | 51 ObUT ObI OE3MEPHO paji, YT Y MeHS
ObLT ObI TAKOH 3aMeuaTelIbHbIN OTell, Kak Thl. TOJBKO cervac st He
MOHUMAIO, TIOYeMy 51 Tak ceOsl MOBEN CTPONTHUBO M HEPa3yMHO,
CJIOBHO uTs. ¢l Tak cky4ario 1o tebe, CKydaio 1o TBOEMY CMeXYy,
IO TBOEH YJIbIOKe, 110 TBoeMy rojiocy. U otnasn Obl BCE, UTOOBI ThI
CHOBA Ha3BaJl MEHSI MAJIBIIIIOM.

APpUCTOH MoIeIoBaI PyKy UMIiepaTopa u 3ariakai. CKOIbKO
OH TUIaKaJl, OH He 3HaJl. CUJIbI TOKWHYJIM €r0, M OH YCHYJI, TIOJIO-
KHB 00€ PyKH Ha XyJIple HOTW UMIIepaTopa.

Yousumenvro, umnepamop cmosin Ha oopwige. bviro dHcap-
ko. Connye nekno zonosy. Ilpuuém max, croeno Apucmon Ha-
xoouncs @ utneme. Eué uymo-uymo, u 201084 npespamumcs 8
pazy. ApUCMOH Kpu4an UMnepamopy Omouimu, HO UMNEPamop
He cabluan ezo. ApUCmon xomen noooumu, HO Ho2Uu CMAHOBU-
AUCH BAMHBIMU U He CAYWAUcy e2o. M mym umnepamop cnpul-
eusaem. Apucmon kpuuum u naoaem Ha konenu. I1oo konensmu
OH uyecmayem Hcécmkyro 2arvky. On naauem u ymonsiem opyea
ocmamucsl. Yosi-mo pyka npuxacaemcs k ezo gorocam. Cmpan-
HO, 8e0b OH MOALKO Umo Ovla 8 uineme. OH cMOMpUmM HaAgepx u
euoum Imuausi. Umnepamop cmompum Ha He2o0 C8epXy 6HU3 U
Yabloaemcs.

APUCTOH IPOCHYJICA OT MPUKOCHOBeHUsI. OH OTKPBLI IV1a3a U
yBUJEJI TOKOU umreparopa. EMy crouso ycuuii, 4toObl BCIOM-
HUTb, 3aYEM OH CIO/Ia IPUIIEN M KaK OKa3ascs Ha jJjoxe. U yx tem
OoJiee, OH MHITAJICS COOOPA3UTh, KTO €r0 TOJIBKO UTO TPOTaJ WK



BCE e COH ObLT HACTOJIBKO SIBCTBEHHBIM? i OBITH MOKET, 3TO
OBbLT M HE COH BOBCE... APHCTOHA Ceiyac CKBEPHO COOOpaxKall.
Ho korjia oH cHOBa 0Ly THJI IPUKOCHOBEHU S, OH BCKOUYMIL.

— Maubii, — TUXO TPOrOBOPUII UMIIEPATOP U YJIBIOHYJICS.

ApuctoH ObL1 00eckypaxeH. OH He BepUJI, UTO BCE 9TO cervac
IIPOUCXOIUT HAsABY, Ka3aJIOCh, OH BCE €ILE CIUT.

— 4 cnplmast, 4YTO THI TOBOPWJ MHE, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPATOP U
cnado ycMexHyscsl. — Xouy MPU3HATHCS, ITO ObLIIO BECbMaA TPO-
raTesibHoO.

— Ovwmn! — Bekpuknysn ApuctoH. — HykHO no3Bars Jieka-
peli 1 BceM COOOIuUTh!

APHCTOH XOTeN YK€ PUHYTbCS K BBIXOAY, HO IMIIEPATOP OCTa-
HOBWUJI €TO0.

— OcraHoBuCh. HUKTO HE 10JIKEH 3HAaTh O MOEM BbI3OPOBJIE-
HUMU.

APpPHCTOH BOIPOCUTENIBHO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO.

— 4 cnpiian pasroBop AjipriaHa v Moeit JIIoOUMoi cynpyru. 5
€ILIE HE YMED, 4 OHU YK€ PEIWIIN TOCAAUTh AJpruaHa Ha IIPECTOJI.
IIpenareiny, a ele apy3pAMU Ha3plBIMCh. Hy g MM nokaxy elug.

Wmnepatop yaapui KyJakoM 0 KpoBaTu M 3acToHasl. bosb
B pyKe U Iliee cpasy Jaia o cebe 3HaTh. APUCTOH TOIOMIEN K
MMIIEPATOPY U YCIIOKOMJI €T0.

— [Ipunecn MHe uTO-HUOYIH IOXKPATh, 5 TAK MPOTOJIONAIICS.

APpUCTOH KUBHYJ U TYT ke Bblen. Ha nurie ero ropena ysbio-
ka. M KatoHn 310 cpazy xe 3amerwit. OH MOMpocui 0O bsICHEHH.

— 4 6yny yxaxuBaTh 32 IMIIEPATOPOM 0 TeX TOP, IOKA OH He



BBI3/IOPOBEET, — CKa3aJl APHUCTOH.

— BblI BCE ené mymaere, 4To OH MONPABUTCS ?

APpHCTOH He CMOT caiepkaTh cBoel pagocTu. OH HarHyJCs HaJ
yxoM KaroHa 1 npuzHaiicsl BO BCEM. BOIBHOOTITYIIEHHUK TPOM-
KO axHYJI U 3aCMESJICS OT CUACThSI.

— TonbKO HUKTO 00 STOM He JIOJIKEeH 3HaTh, TAK PACTIOPSITUIICS
UMIIEpaTop.

Karon mpuioxusn cBoil majien; K rybam u rnoooerian HUKO-
My He pacckasbiBath. [lociie uero BoJabHOOTIYIIIEHHUK BMECTe ¢
ApHUCTOHOM TIONUIM Ha KyXHIO U KaToH mpukasai npuroroBUTh
JMoOUMoe TTUpokKHOe uMIiepaTopa. [loBapa, ciiemayeT Mpu3HATh,
ObLIM JOBOJIHHO ynuBJIeHb. HO BOBHOOTIYIIIEHHUK, KakK U 00e-
I1aJT He CTaJl HUYETO UM PAaCcCKa3blBaTh, XOTS ObLIIO OTPOMHOE JKe-
JIaHWe ceiyac BeIOEkKAaTh HA YJIMILy U KPUYaTh BO BECh TOJIOC O
BBI3/IOPOBJIEHUH UMIIepaTopa. Pazymeercs, oH He coOupasics Ha-
pylIaTh MPUKa3, OJHAKO MBICIIEHHO JABHO YK€ TOBOpUJI Allpra-
HY, YTO UMIIEPATOP KUB U BUJIE] €r0 HEIOBOJIbHOE JIHILIO. Kena-
HUe ObUTO HeMMOBEpHOe. B mepByio ouepenph YBUIETh PEaKIUIio
CTaporo COBETHUKA U CYTIPYTU aBrycTa. A Moka OHU JIepKald 9TO
BCE BTallHE U KaXX/IblH IEHb BMECTE IPUXOAUJIN B [IOKOU UMIIEPA-
TOpa U BCSYECKH YXAKMBAJIM 32 HUM U CIIE/IyeT MPU3HATh 3200-
Ta ¥ MIOJZIEPXKKA JIpy3ert ObICTPO Jasia o ceOe 3HaTh U yKe OUeHb
CKOpPO MMIIepaToOp MOT' CAMOCTOSITEIbHO XO/IUTh U UCTIPAKHSITh-
col.

A AJnpuaH TEM BpeMEHEM MOIyYaJl IIPUCATY CEHATa U IPETO-
puanueB. Koraa ceHat 1aBHO MPUCATHYJ eMy Ha BEPHOCTb, TIpe-



TOpUAHIIBI BCE elié ObLIM He YBEPEHHBI B CMEPTH aBrycra. Pazy-
MeeTcst, KBUHT mbITancs coperucTBOBaTh 3TOMY M BCSYECKH ITbI-
TaJICS. HACTPOUTD KOPITYC MPOTUB COBETHUKA. Bripouem, npero-
puaHIbI ¥ 6e3 Toro HeomooaMBany Aapuana. Ero npesupanu u
CMESUIUCh HaJl €T0 J0JKHOCTBIO, TOBOPUJIM, YTO UMIIEPATOPOM HE
MOXKET CTaThb KaKOW-TO COBETHUK. Bouctuny. M3npesiie umeH-
HO IIPETOPHAHIIBI Pelliaiy Cyap0y MIiepry. BCOMHHTH XOTsI ObI
Toro ke KnaBaus, Koraa npeTopuaHiibl IPOBO3ITIACKIIN €TI0 CBO-
UM UMITEPaTOpoM. AJIpHaH peli coopaTh HEOOXOAMMOE KaJlo-
BaHbE U TEM CaMbIM KyIIUTb BEPHOCTH IBapaenueB. [1oka nctun-
HBII1 UMIIepaTop Aymal o cyapOe npeaarenen, Ypcyia u Aapuax
coOupasy 30J10TO [Jisl IPETOPUAHLIEB, COBEPLIEHHO HE JOTa/ibl-
BasICh O TOM, YTO DMUJIUI yKe OYeHb CKOPO CHOBA JaCT O cede
3HATh.

&gk

AzpuaH CTOAJ HAIlPOTUB CTOJA MpedeKTa M KJal OTBETa.
I[Iperop nyman, noyéceiBast MaaKuid mog0OponoK. Pagom ¢ Hum
HAXOAWJICA IPUMUIINI LIEHTYPUOH KBUHT.

— Hy 4ro %, — HakoHell Npou3HEC npedeKT, MOMIAAbIBas Ha
CYHJIYK C 30JI0TOM, KOTOPBIM IPUHECIIH CIOAA CIIyTU AJpuaHa. —
Ecnu Het Gosiee JOCTOMHOIO MpeTeHIeHTa Ha [TPeCcToJl, Mbl IIPU-
H1MaeM Tebs, COBeTHUK. — Ha rmocyieiHeM ciioBe OH crienan yia-
peHre HAPOUMTO, YTOOBI HATIOMHUTD AJIpUaHy, KTO OH 1, KTO OHH
— IIPETOPUAHLIBL.



— BoT u npekpacHo, — yIOBJIETBOPEHHO MPOrOBOPUII AJIpraH.

KBuHT He MoT OOJIbITIEe CTOSTh U TPOCTO Oe3MOIBCTBOBATh. OH
JIIOOWJT MIMITEPaTOpa U He XOTeJT, YTOOBI IPECTOJ 3aHST HEHABUCT-
HBIT eMy Anpuad. V60, ®K1BS BO JBOpPIIE OH TaBHO M3YYHJI €r0
JIMYHOCTb U TIOHUMAJI, UTO OT ITOTO YeJIOBEKA HUYETO XOPOIIIETO
Kaathb He cnenyeTr. Hakonen, KBUHT 3aroBopuii ¢ HOTKOM BO3MY-
IICHUST:

— Jla Kak BBl MOXkeTe pelarh Cyan0y UMIIEPUH MPH KUBOM
uMmneparope?

[Ipedext HUYero He crai oTBevaTh. b0 BUJHO, YTO OH BCE
e KoneoeTcs, Ho AJIpyaH ye 3aruiaTuji eMy, ¥ OH He MOT OT-
Ka3aTbCs U BEPHYTh MOJTYYEHHOE UM 30JI0TO 0OPaTHO, YK CITUIII-
KOM OH JIIOOWJI IEHBIH.

AnpuaH Bcerja HeIomoOIMBaJl YeCTHOTO 1eHTypruoHa KBuH-
Ta ¥ BCE BpeMs UCKaJT BO3MOXHOCTh M30aBUTLCSA OT HEro, HO
KaXJpl{ pa3 eMy 4To-To Meniaio. OH MOCMOTpeJT Ha HEro ¢ HeHa-
BHCTBIO ¥ OTBETHUJI CITOKOMHBIM TOHOM:

— KBuHT, 5 3HaI0, 4TO THI JIOOUIIHL UMIIEPATOPa, KaK U BCE
MBI, — MOCJIEAHUE CJIOBA OH ITPOrOBOPUJI TPOMKO, CJIOBHO XOTEJ
MIOYEPKHYTh, YTO OH TOXE ero oouT. — Ho 1maHc Ha BRI3OPOB-
JIeHUe aBryCcTa paBeH HyJ0. — AJpUaH MOIONIEN OMMke K 11eH-
TYPUOHY M TOJIOKWJI CBOIO PYKYy €My Ha Iuieqo. — S nmoHumaro,
Thl HE MOXEIIb CMUPUTBCS C ITUM, HO TaKOBA PEAIbHOCTh. DTO
KW3Hb, IpyT Moi. KTo-TO ymupaer, a kto-To pokaaercs. Jla, 6o-
I' TIOPOK HECMpaBEeJIUBBI K HaM, HO KTO MBI TaKH€, YTOOHI T1e-
peuunTsb ux Bosie? — AIpHaH CHAJ € Mosica MEIOYeK € 30JI0TOM 1



nepenai ero B pyku KBunra.

KBunTt nonro we ayman. OH ObLT CIMIIKOM YECTHBIM, YTO-
ObI MPO/IABATHCSI HEHABUCTHOMY eMy AJIpraHy 32 TOPCTh MOHET.
BmecTo oTBeTa OH AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOKa3aJl CBOE MpeHedpeske-
HUE U BBIIIE U3 TAJIATKY HA YJIHILY.

JloroBOpMBIIKCH C MPE(EKTOM U OCTAJIbHBIMU [JIABHOKOMAaH-
OyIOIIMMU, AIpUaH HaKoHell Bbilies1 K BouHaMm. CTosij1 OH Ha 10-
BOJIbHO BBICOKOU HEOOJIBIIION CIIeHe, MpeJHa3HAYeHHOM J71s1 Bbl-
cTymyieHui Ha coOpanusix. CyHIyK HaXOIWICS TeM BpPeMEeHeM
BHM3Y. [IpeTopuaHIibl yxe ObUTH OIMOBEIeHBI O TIPHE3]e COBET-
HHKa ¥ COOPAJIUCh, YTOOBI BBICITYIIATh €TO.

Kak TOJbKO COBETHHMK OTKPBUI POT, MPETOPUAHIIB HAYaln
OpocaTh B €ro agpec CMeIIKH ¥ YJIOMIOKaHbe, BbIpakas HENO-
BOJIbCTBO. OHM 3HAJHM, 3a4eM OH TMPUIIEN U 1IeJIb STOr0 coOpa-
Hus. Kak 1 KBuHT MHOTrMe ObUTH NpeaHbl UMIiepaTopy. AapuaH
3nuics. JIWio ero cTaHOBUIIOCh KPACHBIM, HO OH MBITAJICS MOJa-
BUTb CBOU THEB.

— He OwITh TeOe nmmepatopom, crapeii néc! — KpukHyn onua
u3 npetopuaniieB. OCTajIbHbIE K€ MOAXBATHIIH.

[Tpu nogoGHOM KakopOHUU AJJpUaH COBEPIIEHHO PacTepsii-
csl ¥ He MOT coOpartbcsi ¢ MbIcasiMU. Ho TyT OH BCIOMHMII TTPO
CYH/IyK € 30710ToM. OH IpUKa3aJl IPUHECTH €ro Ha CLUEHY U I10-
Ka [MPEeTOPUaHIIbl BO3MYILAIVCH U KPUYAJIU, OH OTKPbLI KPBILLKY,
oOHaxasi MOHETHI Tiepe]] BOMHaMU. Te, KTO CTOsIi B IEpPBOM psi-
Iy cpasy 3aMeTHJIN 30JI0TO U MepecTaiy neperopapuBatbes. Tu-
IIMHA HACTyMnaja MeJIEHHO, CJIOBHO IUIaMsl OTHSI IOCTENEHHO U



IUIABHO NEPEXOJMUIIO C IEPBBIX PAJOB U BCKOPE HAKOHEL HACTHUT -
JIO ¥ ocsieinre. Bckope BHUMaHue BOMHOB NEPEKTIOYMIIOCH HA
30JI0TO.

— Kask1p1ii OJIy4uT 10 THICAYY AeHapueB! — 3aroBOpuII rpoM-
KO, HajipbiBas cBA3KM Azpuad. — Ho npu Tom ycioBuu, 4TO BbI
IIPUCATHETE MHE HA BEPHOCTb.

[IperopuaHiipl HaYaIM CHOBA NeperoBapuBarbcsa. Cpeny HUX
Haxonwics U KBuHT.

— [logHuMMHTE pyKH Te, KTO COIJIaceH M, KJISHYCh, — OH OyJeT
LIEAPO BO3HATPAXKIEH.

UYepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMsI HECKOJIBKO IPETOPUAHIIEB HEyBe-
PEHHO TMOJHAIM PyKM BBepX. Te, KTO CTOsUI paJioM C HUMH
YIIPEKHYJIU UX, XOT$, BIPOYEM, BCKOPE U CAaMU CTAJIM IOJHUMATh
pPyKH. AJpWaH yIOBIETBOPEHHO YabIOHYJCA. [loutn Bce raap-
Jeupl Aepxkanu pyku HaBecy. Ho KBuHT Gonee He Mor Mostyarh.
OH pacToJKa JIIofel ¥ BBICTYIIWII BIIEPEN, TOJHABIINCH Ha CLIe-
Hy. AjipuaH ObUT OOJTee YeM He/IOBOJICH.

— Bpatbsa! — O6paruics IeHTypHOH K MpeTopuaHiaMm. [omoc
ero ObUT 3BOHKUM U €My He MPUXOAUJIOCh HAIPbIBAThCS B OTJIM-
que oT AJlpraHa, 100 ITPaKTHKa [NIABHOKOMAaH/YIOIIEro JaBaja o
cebe 3HaTh. Bce pa3zom omycTuiv pyku BHU3. — Heyskenu Bh ripe-
JaJnTe HAIllero MMIIeparopa 3a ropcts MoHeT? [la rie aTo Buaa-
HO, 4TOOBI HA TPOHE CHJIEJT YeIOBEK HE MMIIEPATOPCKUX KPOBEH ?
bparesa! [logymaiite, He OCTynanuTe CKOPOMAIUTEIBLHO U ONPO-
METUYMBO, BH ceiivac pemaere cyap0y Puma! Puma! Bel monuma-
ere 3107 BiacTe — 310 He MAY, KOTOPHI MOXHO IEepelaBaTh U3



PYK B pyKu. MBI HE MOXEM pelaTh CyabOy UMITIEPUU MTPU KUBOM
umrieparope!

— Ia, Ho umnepatop MEPTB! — BHIKpUKHYJI OAWH U3 MPETOPU-
aHieB. KBUHT cpa3y MOHsLI, 4TO €ro MoaKyIuIu.

[IperopuaHiibl 3aroOBOPUIIH.

— 1 neHHOo M HOITHO MTPeOBIBAI0 BO JBOPIIE U PETYJISIPHO BUKY
umreparopa! — OtBetun neHTypuoH KBuHT. — I TOUHO 3Haro,
41O OH XUB. [la, OH OOJIeH, HO €C/i Mbl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MO-
JIMTHCS 32 HETO CaJJM Ha MPECTOJT HE TOMMU KOT'0, TO UMIIEpaTop
U BIIPaBIy MOXET IMpeJcTaTh nepen ooraMu. Mbl OIKHBI TIO/I-
JEpAKUBaTh €ro, MOJJIEPKUBATh JYXOBHO M BEPUTh, UTO OH IO-
npasurcs. — [Iperopuaniipl 3amomyaiu. Kaxaplii u3 HUX cenvac
YYBCTBOBAJI CBOIO BUHY U YTPbI3€HUE COBECTHU.

AnpuaH He Mor OoJiee TepreTh IEHTYPHOHA U PEIUII OT HETO
M30aBUTHCS.

— 41 TOXe peryyisipHO BUKYCh C UMIIEPATOPOM, — 3aTOBOPUJI
Anpuan. — W g He xoTen roBoputh Tede, KBUHT, — Anprian 00-
paTtuics K HeHTYpHoHY. — Ho nmniepatop cerogHs yTpom Ipej-
cras epes Goramu.

[Mperopuaniibl axHyau. KBUHT He ObLT CerogHsi BO ABOPIIE,
MIO3TOMY OH He MOT Hu4ero 3HaTh. Ho AnipuaH roBopuJ Tak yoe-
JUTENIbHO, 4TO KBUHTY HEBOJIBHO BEPUJIOCHh B UCTUHHOCTH €r0O
CJIOB.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObITb...— rporoBopui KBuHT. — S He Be-
po! — I'poMKO ckazan OH. — Mbl JIOJIZKHBI CAMU BBISICHUTD 3TO U
MOWTH BO ABOpeN!



— Ha! a! ITpaBunsHO! Bo nBopen! — Kpruanu nperopuaHiibl.

AJpraH HEJIOBOJIBHO 3aKaTWI Ia3a. Bc€ nuio He no riaxy.
OH NogOMIEN K OIHOMY U3 CBOUX CJIYT M TPOrOBOPUJI IIENOTOM:

— BricTpo oTnpainsiicst BO qBOpell U U30aBbCsl OT UMIIEpaTo-
pa.

—Ho...

— Boimomnnsi!

Pa6 noBuHOBasics U nmobGexan UCMONHATh rpukas. [Ipetopu-
QHIIBI € CTAJIM cOOMPATh TeX JIIOZIEH, KOTOPhIE UAYT BO ABOpEIl
Y BCKOpE€ HaYaJld MOKUAATh Jlarepb. Anpuad Herogoasl. KBuHT
BC€ ucnoptui. Ho oH 3Has, 4To nociie BOCIIECTBUS Ha MTPECTON
NIepBBIM [IEJIOM Ka3HUT LIEHTYPUOHA U HAKOHEl| U30aBUThCS OT
HErO.

[IpeTopuaHIibl BO INIaBE C TPUMUIIWII HEHTYPUOHOM KBUHTOM
MOKMHYJIM KOPITyC M HanpaBuiauch B [lanatnH. AgpuaH permi
OIEpeIUTh UX, CEB HA KOHS, HO MPETOPUAHIIBI OCTAHOBUJI €TO.

— Her, TbI noiia€11s BMeCTe ¢ HaMU, — CKa3aJl IEHTYPHUOH.

— Ja, na, a T0, KTO TeOsI 3HAET, MOXET Thl XOUelllb YOUTh VM-
reparopa 0 Hallero MNpuxo/a, — MPeAnoaoKuI OJUH U3 MPETO-
pUaHLIEB.

OcranbHble rBapieiiipl onoOpuTenbHO 3aryaenu. OHu momMe-
CTWIMA AJIpYiaHa B CEPEIMHY Kape U MPOJOIKUIN MYTh.

— Tebe 310 ¢ pyK HE COMNET, — mporieu1 AApUaH CKBO3b 3y-
Obl, 0OpaIasch K [eHTYPUOHY, HO IIEHTYPUOH He CIIBIIIAT ero.

Ceituac AnpuaH MOJIIICS BceM Ooram, 4ToObl ero pad ycnen
yOuTh MUK U OH OKazaJics rnpap. V160 OH He yMel pourphl-



BaTh, 4 BEPHEE CKa3aTh — [IPU3HaBaTh nopaxeHue. OH Bceraa J10-
BOJIMJI BCE 10 KOHIIAa ¥ HUKOTIA He crasascs. Y celuac, eciv oH
NIPOUTPAET, TO IPETOPHAHIIBI Oy/IyT enié CHIbHEee HaJl HUM CMe-
atbesi. COBETHUK YyXke MOIYMBIBAT O TOM, YTOObI BbIpe3aTh BECh
MPETOPUAHCKUI KOPITYC ¥ COOpaTh HOBBIN, BEpPHBIN eMy. OTHaKO
9TO OBUIM JIMIIIb MEUTHI, MeuThl Anpuana. Ho peanbHbl 1?

[Ipuns Bo 1BOpeELI, YaCTh MPETOPUAHIIEB OCTAIACH XK/IaTh B aT-
puyme, a Anpuad, KBUHT U /1B [II0KMHBI TBapIEHIIEB MOCIIEI0-
BAJIM B MIOKoW mMrieparopa. [1o mytu Aapuan 3ameTuit Toro ca-
Moro paba, KOTOPOTO OH MpHKa3aj yOUTh aBrycra. AIpuaH BO-
IIPOCUTEJIBHO MTOCMOTPEJ HA HETO, HO TOT OTPULIATENILHO TOKA-
Yaj rojioBoil. AipuaH OpOCHJI HEHABUCTHBIN B3IJISI B €r0 CTO-
POHY, MBICJIEHHO TOBOPSI, UTO OH €ro YObET camonuyaHo. Pad uc-
nyranHo yoexai. Ckopee Bcero, 6exarb OH OyaeT JOITo 1 He U3
JIBOpLa, a u3 Puma.

Hoiins 1o MokoeB, NeHTYpUOH u3ymuiics. [IBepu Obuid OT-
KPbIThl. AJpUaH TOXe HE TIOHUMAJ B UM J1e510. KBUHT BbITaIIMII
Me4 M KEeCTOM PYKM IIpHKa3ajl IPETOPUAHLIAM KAATh CHAPYXKU.
3aiiis B MOKOM, OH PacKpbli OfIESJIO, HAKPBITOE HA JIOKE U HU-
KOTro He 0OHapy:xuil. B mokosix 6bU10 MycToO.

— He mens nmure? — Copocuit roioc MMIeparopa.

Bce pazom obepHysrch Hazas. B kopugope cTosit umrmeparop,
B IIypILypPHOU TOr'e, C 30JI0TOM JUaleMOM Ha rosiose. Bosocs! ero
OBbLITM OCTPUKEHBI B KOPOTKYIO CTPHIKKY M HE KyUepsIBIIIUCH Kak
panbiiie. Bmecto 6opossl Obuta 1ieTuHa. Beirmsaen oH JOBOJb-
HO-TaKu MoJI0710. Ps10M ¢ HUM HaXOOWIICA BOJIBHOOTITYIEHHUK



Karon n ApucrtoH. 3ameTuB ApUCTOHA, AJIPUaH €IIE CUIIbHEE
pazosmwicsi. OH efie caepkuBail cedst, YTOObI He OPOCUTHCS Ha
IOHOIITy ¥ He 3apyOHTh €ro Ha MecTe. A TOTOM M UMIIepaTopa,
u crapuka Karona. ITocne yero oH oTpyOoUT rojioBy lIEHTYPUOHY
KBunTy. U cTaHEeT HaKOHEL UMITIEPATOPOM.

Kak mmmepaTtop BBUKWII, COBETHHK He MOHMMaJl. Bce Obum
CUJILHO M3yMJIEHbI U O€3MOJIBCTBOBAJIH.

— Yero BbI 3aMOT4aIIY, CIOBHO Meny3y [ oprony yBungenu? —
Crpocun umrneparop u yeMexHyscsi. OH nogomeén onxe 1 To-
raa KBUHT HakoHell yIOCTOBEPUJICS, YTO BUAMWT HE MPU3PAKa, a
HACTOSILIET0 UMIIEpaTopa.

— IIpuniienic! — PagocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJ LIEHTYPUOH. — BbI Ku-
Bbl! fI 3Hau, 51 Bepwi1! — Becerna HEeBO3MYTUMBIN LIEHTYPUOH Ha-
KOHEIl U3MEHUJICA B JIMIIE ¥ He CIIepKaB CBOEW PafOCTH, OOHSIT
MMIIEpaTopa, MPUKABIIKCH KOJIBUYTOU K €ro rpy/u.

[TperopuaHiibl Toke ObUIM pajibl BUJETh 3I0POBOTO UMIIEPa-
TOpPa U TOKE MOCTIEIIMIA OOHSITHCS C JIIOOMMBIM aBTYCTOM. DMHU-
T MOOWT OOHUMATBCS C KOPITYCOM M BCETrJa MO3BOJISLT TBap-
JeiiliaM npukacatbes K cede. C Tex mop, Kak IMIIMN caMOTY-
HO youn npedekTta Jlyus, npeTopuaHiibl TYT ke U3MEHUIIU CBOE
MHeHue o0 Dvumu. Jla u umneparop cran Oofblile BpeMeH!
YAEATh CBOMM conjaraM. Kaxayio Hefemo HaBelal ux, Japuil
MOJApKH, TPUHOCKI BKYCHBIE SICTBA. YacTo ero mpumiamaim Ha
YKHH, U OH C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM IIEN. Ha yXMHaxX OH pacckasbiBall
AHEKJIOTHI, TIOKa3bIBAJI TAPOJINY U Becesn1 Bech Kopryc. OH Obu1
BCEr/a JyIIOM KOMITaHWU U ero Beeraa xjaamm. U cenyac, korna



NPETOPHAHIIBI Y3HAIIM, YTO UX JTIOOMMBIN UMIIEPATOP KUB, X pa-
JOCTH He OBLIO TIpejieNna.

Bckope yxe Bech KOpITyC 3HaJl O BBI3/IOPOBJIIEHUM UMIIEpaTo-
pa ¥ B 4ECTb ITOrO NPETOPUAHLBI yCTpOoWIX npa3gHuk. Ho aB-
T'YCT B 3TOT pa3 OTKA3aJICA OT MPUIVIALIEHUS U PELLIUI OCTaThCs
BO 11BOpIie. V60 emy emié HykHO ObUIO pa300paThCs C Tpeaare-
JISIMU.

Vike BeuepoM MMIIEpPATOP BEIMYECTBEHHO BOCCEJAJl HA TPOHE
B TPOHHOM 3aJI¢ U CMOTpPEJ Ha MPOBUHUBIIKXCA. Pagom crosu
ApucroH u KeuHr. [Tocpenune 3ana Haxoguiauch Ypcyna u An-
puaH. CTpakHUKU CTOSIM PSIIOM Y CTOPOXKUJIM MTPECTYTHUKOB.

— Yro Bcé 310 3HaunT? — Hauasna HejoBOIbHBIM TOHOM Ypyciia
U 3aX0TeJia BCTaTh, HO CTPAKHUK OBICTPO OIMYCTHII €€ 0OpaTHO
Ha KoJleHH. — [la Kak ThI cMeelb Tak oOpamnaTbCs C aBrycTom,
reapaeent! OTmycTuTe MeHs1, MO0 s TPUKAXKy BaC Ka3HUTD!

Ho nperopuaH1ibsl ObUTH HETTOKOJIEOHMBI.

— KBUHT MHe BCE pacckasaj, — Hayajl TOBOPUTh UMIIEPATOP
BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM U CEPbE3HBIM TOHOM. — BBl X0TE/IM MOAKYTUTD
nperopriaHckuii kopiyc. Crmacu6o KBUHTY, 4TO OTTOBOpPHMII COJI-
aat. Bripouewm, mpeTopuaHiibl BEpHbI MHE, OHM OBl HU 32 YTO HE
NpeAaav MEHs.

WmmepaTop BcTas ¢ TpOHA U MOAOMIET K HUM OJIFIKe.

— A THI, MO#1 JTIOOMMas1 cynpyra, Toxe xoporia. «[lopa Hapoay
COOOIIUTh O KOHUYMHE UMIIepaTopa», — MPOLUMTUPOBAT OH CJIO-
Ba Cynpyru. — § eme He ymep, a Thl y’Ke BCEM IOBOPHILb, YTO
s JaBHO TipencTai nepen Ooramu. pyras Obl IEHHO W HOITHO



MOJIMJIACh 32 CBOETO MYKa, HO HE Thl. YpCYyJia — Thl XJIaJIHOKPOB-
Hasi, OeccepaevHas ¥ Oe3IyIIHas KeHIIMHA, 51 He OKU/IA 3TOTO
oT TeOsl.

— Myx moit! — B3monunace Ypcyna. Ha razax nosiBUUCH
(panbuBbie cné3bl. — [Ipoctu mens, npoctu. Jlekapu ckazaiu,
YTO IIAHCOB HA BBI3JIOPOBJICHUS HET, Mbl BCE AYMAJM, YTO ThI
ympéib. [Ipoctu MeHs, s1 BuHOBaTa. HO Thl 1axke He mpeacTaB-
Jisiellb, KakK 5 CTpajaja, Kak Iulakaja, s 1axke XoTeJla IOKOHYUTh
¢ coboit! — Ypcyna KuHysIach B HOTW UMIIEpaToOpy ¥ Havasia rpoM-
KO pbIaaTh. — f mymaia st Te0s motepsiio, fymasia OoJbIe HIKO-
rJa He YCJIbIITY TBOM MPEKPACHBIM TOJIOC, HE MOYYBCTBYIO 3amax
TBOETO TeJa U He CMOTY TOLIEJIOBATh TBOM IpeKpacHsbie Iyobl. [la,
s BUHOBATA, YTO ToTepsiyia Bepy B uyno! Uro pasyBepuiiach B 60-
rax. Ho BuHOBara i1 s1 B TOM, 4TO JiyMaja O CyapOe ummnepun?
Benps ummnepust — 310 1 ecTh Thl, s iymana o Tede! 1 He xotena
Opocartsb eé B Oenie. [loiimu 310, TOOOBL MOSI.

— Jla, Ho noyemy uMmeHHO Anpuan? — Crpocus DMUIMA. —
Benp ectb JOCTOMHBIN HACIIEAHUK — MOW CbIH APUCTOH.

VYpcyna nocmotpesia Ha ApUCTOHA M CMOPIIWJIACK.

— APHCTOH CJIMIIKOM I0H, TIOCMOTPU Ha Hero. OH Takou XpyIl-
KM 1 cJIaOblid, KaK OH CITPABUTCS C TAKOW OIPOMHOM UMITEpHUei ?
51 xotena, yTOOBI AsipriaH OBUT PETEHTOM.

— [Mla, Mos rocrnoxa mpaBa, — nogaji rojaoc AgpuaH. — Bbl
HENpaBUJIbHO BCE MOHSUIU. Sl XOTeJ CTaTh PEreHTOM, a HE UMIIe-
patopom. Beagb ApUCTOH Tak HEOMBITEH, 51 XOTEN €ro CriepBa Ha-
YYHUTb BCEMY, MOATOTOBUTH TAK CKA3aTh JOCTOMHOIO MTPEEMHUKA.



Nmneparop monmuain. Ho 3arem oH rpoMKo pacxoxortancsi. Aj-
pyaH U Ypcyna NeperisHyJIMCh, He TIOHUMas1, KakK CIIEAyeT pea-
TMPOBaTh. DMUIIUI 3aXJIONAJ B JIAJIONIH U CeJl 0OpaTHO HA TPOH.

— Monompl, 6paBo! BeikpyTtmucs! — Ckazan Beceno dMu-
JIUY, HO TTIOTOM Pe3KO CMEHWJI TOH Ha CephE3HbIN. — Bbl cunTaere
MeHs uauorom? B temuuny mx!

— Ovwmmii! — Kpuknayna Ypcyna. — Tei 3a0biBaettibes! $1 teos
MOTY YHUYTOXHUTH!

— Croure! — I1pukasan umneparop. [IpeTopuaHiipl OCTaHOBU-
suck. OH BCTaz ¢ TPOHA M MOIOIIEN K keHe. — He cmen yrpo-
KaThb MHE — UMIIEPATOPY, IJTyMNasl KkeHIIMHA. TBOW yrpo3bl — my-
CTble. 32 MHOW CTOMT IPETOPUAHCKUIA KOPITYC. A 32 BaMU — CTa-
pbie niepayHsl ceHatophl. Kak mymaere, kto cuibHee? [Toka st 60-
Jel1, g Koe-4yTo NoHAN. S HeszaBucum ot Bac. S camopocrarou-
HBIT 1 CIOCOOEH CITPaBUTHLCS CO BCEM caM. be3 Balieit MoMOIIIH.
Bel npoBUHMIIMCE M AOMKHBI IOHECTU HakaszaHue. [loka s Bac
OTIIPaBiIO B cchUIKy Ha Kanpu. — Ypcyna ynusuinace. — [la, Ha
Kanipu. Ilo MHe Tak, 310 camoe nydiiee Haka3aHue. Bol Oynere
KUTh TaM, MOKa s He Tpoly Bac. Ho ceilyac s1 He Mory BUJIETh
HU TeOs1, xkeHa, HU Te0s1, AfpuaH. Bbl 00a MHE CTainM CIMIIKOM
MPOTUBHBI U [JIsi/Is1 HA Bac MeHs TOIHUT. — CKa3aB mocneHee
CJIOBO, DMUJIUN PACCMESIICS.

OH noBepHyYJICS K HUM CITMHOM M KeCTOM IPUKa3al IPeTopu-
aHIIAM YBECTH UX. YPCyJia UTO—TO KpryaJja emi€ BCie, HO BCKO-
pe e€ KpUKH mpeKkpaTunck. ViMmneparop cen Ha TPOH U YIIbIO-
HYJICS.



— Thl BCE caenall MpaBUIbHO, — CKa3aJl APUCTOH.

OMwmn yeMexHyJcs. HeMHoro nocuzies Ha TpoHeE, OH NOTEP
JIAJIOHU U CKa3aJ:

— A He XOTUTe JIM Bbl, APY3bsi MOU BEPHBIE, XOPOLIEHBKO MO-
Y/KUHATh?

KBunT mocmorpen Ha ApuctoHa. ApuUcToH yiabioHyscs. m-
NepaTop BCTaJ C TPOHA U BCS TPOMIIA, BO IVIaBE C UMIIEPAaTOPOM
PuMckoll uMnepun OTIpaBUIIMCh B MPETOPUAHCKUI KOPIYC Ha
MPa3IHUK, KOTOPBIA ObLT YCTPOEH B YECTh €r0 BBI3JOPOBJICHHUS.

kokk

B decTb BBI3IOPOBIECHUS aBrycTa Mpa3AHUK ObLT YCTPOEH BO
BcéM Pume. Hapon yske ObLT HACTIBIIIAH O €ro OOJIE3HH U TO, YTO
OH IOIPABUJICH, K PELbl Ha3bIBAJIM NIOMCTUHE YyIOM. BricTymnas
nepe]; HapoIoM, UMIIEPATOp B3sl ¢ cOOON ApPHUCTOHA U TOIPO-
cu ero nopouty. Hapon BriepBbie yBUAE CBOETO Iepos B IJIa3a.
ABrycT pacckasaj, YTo UMEHHO Onaronapst ApUCTOHY OH OCTaJI-
cs xuB. brarogaps ero noguepxke u 3adore. imneparop top-
JKECTBEHHO OOBSBMJI APUCTOHA CBOMM HACIEIHUKOM U pa3iaj
B YECTh TOTO HAPOAY MOHET, TEX CaMbIX, KOTOPbIMU AJIpHaH ¢
VYpcynont XoTenu NogKyNUTh IPETOPUAHLIEB.

Hapon Obul cyacTiMB M OJarocjioBUl CBOETO IPABUTEINS.
Takske ObuH ycTpoeHsl Urpsl B Konmusee u O0IbIoM 1ypKe, Ha
KOTOpBIX APUCTOH pelIn NpuHATh ydactue. BBugy toro, 4ro
ApuCTOH Korjaa-To rpe3ws1 00 ONMMIUICKUX Urpax, OH XOTel



MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOM HaBBIKM BEPXOBHOM €3[bl Ha KOJIeC-
Huue. Ho noka oH mpeMuHyJ1 He paccKas3blBaTh O CBOEM HaMe-
peHuM Apyry. [OHKM Ha KOJIECHMIIAX OJIKHBI COCTOSIThCSI Ue-
pe3 B HEJIEN, Y HEro eIE eCTb BpeMsl NIOATOTOBUTHCS, OJHA-
KO APHUCTOH ObLIT yOeXKJIEH, UYTO OH MOXKET JIETKO IMOOSANTh 1 Oe3
TIO/ITOTOBKY, MO0 3aHATHsI Kpeona oH Bcé eme momam. [TomHm-
JIO U €ro TeJIo.

Ha cnenyromuil 1eHp aBryct BMecTe C MPUMMIIAJ LIEHTYpH-
OoHOM KBMHTOM M ApHUCTOHOM, YK€ 1ie3apeM ApPHUCTOHOM IU-
€M ABIYCTOM M BOJBHOOTITYIIIEHHMKOM KaTOHOM OTHpaBWIIACH
Ha IJIaJMaTOPCKUE UTPbl. APUCTOH HUKOT/IA He ObIBAJI HA MIPax,
TeM Oosniee B 3HaMeHUTOM Amdurtearpe Tuta. OH yacto npoxo-
JJT MEMO OI'POMHOTIO COOPY:KEHHUsI, HO HE 3HaJI, YTO HAXOAUTCS
BHYTPHU.

[MogHMMAsICh MO JIECTHULIE HA BEPXHEE UMIIEPATOPCKOE JIOKE,
APpHCTOH BCE rpoMYe ¥ TpOMYE CJIbIIAJ rosioca Jioaeun. [logHss-
IIKCh HA CaMBblil BBEPX, OH U3yMuiics. HeBeposiTHOE KOIM4YecTBO
Hapoay, B Pa3HOLBETHBIX OAEKJaX, KEHIIUHBI, CTAPUKHU, AETH,
BCe ObLTM COOPaHBI 3/1ECh. APUCTOH B 3TOT MOMEHT MOAyMaJl, YTO
9TO MEPONpUsATHE OObEAUHSIET JIO/IEN Pa3HbIX COCTIOBHUI U TO-
JIOB, 3/IECh BCE PABHBI.

Bepxumuii cextop Am¢urearpa ObLT peIHA3HAYECH TS TUIe-
0eeB ¥ MPOCTOJTIOIMHOB, a HYKHUI CEKTOP — JIOXKA JIJIsl CeHaTo-
POB, Ha MPaMOPHBIX CUAEHUSIX KOTOPBIX ObLTH BHIOMTHI X UME-
Ha. Jlanee Ha y3KOM CEeKTope — Jioka JijIsl BCATHUKOB *. Mex-

* o
0 B APEBHEM Pume — BCalHUKH, 9TO HE TOJIbKO JIIOAU, 3aHUMAIOIUECA BEPXOBHOU



Ny CKaMelKaM¥ MPOXOIWIN Pa3HOCYMKY TUIIIHY, a TAKKe Te, KO-
TOpBI€ BBIIABAIM CHELUAJIbHBIE JOMEUYKH, Oarogapsi KOTOpbIM
MOXHO OBUIO CTaBUTh CTaBKM Ha JIOOMMBIX TJIAUaTOPOB, U B
clly4yae ux rmoOe/ipl, HOIyYUTh HeOOJBIION BHIUTPhIIL. CaMa KOH-
crpykius Konmuzest HanoMyHaia OrpoMHYIO yariy.

Mmnieparop 3aapail JJIMHHYIO TOTY U IIPUCEN HA CBOE JIOKE.
Panom pacnonoxunca Keuntwmi. Cnenyer 3amMeTuth, Apu-
CTOH BIIepBbIe BUIEN oduiiepa 0e3 JOCTeXoB, a B OeJI0CHEKHOM
Tore rpaxaanuHa. Psanom ¢ KBuntom ycencs u crapuk Karon, on
CHUJIEJ NTOOJAIb OT UMIIepaTopa. APHUCTOH MOCMOTPEN Ha JIOKE
cripaBa, rje oObIYHO BOCCEJAET CyIpyra UMIepaTopa U 3aMelll-
KaJicsl.

— IpucaxuBaiicsi, — yBU/I€B 3aMelLIATEIbCTBO APUCTOHA, TTPO-
TOBOPHJI JIACKOBO MMITIEPATOP.

ApUCTOH MOTYMHWICS U cenl psaaoM ¢ aBrycroM. C GankoHa
ObLI0 BUIHO BCE. U apeHy, Ha KOTOPOW XOIWIJIM KJIOYHBI U Pa3-
BJIEKAJIM HAPOJl TIepe/l MaIuaTOPCKUMU OOSIMA U MECTa, Ha KO-
TOPBIX BOCCEJAIA PUMCKHUE rpaxaane. JIloam cMoTpesnu B CTopo-
HY UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM JIOXKU U BOCXUIIAIUCh. MHOrMe U3 HUX MpU-
ILIK CI0f1a, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh Ha ApuctoHa. B Hapoze ero yxe
MIPO3BAJIH MOTyOOTOM, KOTOPBIH OBLIT ITOCTIAH CBBIIIIE, YTOOBI 00€e-
peratb umneparopa. KpuTuku xe Ha3plBaJId €r0 BTOPIM AHTH-
HOeM, JTIOOOBHUKOM umnieparopa. Ho atu ciryxu noka 4ro He J0-
IIUIM JIO yIIIeW aBrycra u ApuCTOHa.

e3701. D10 3HaTHOE cocsioBre. OHM Takke HOCUJIM TOTY C ITypILypPHOM MOJIOCOM, KaK
Y CEHATOPBI, TOJIBKO TOJI0ca ObLIa TOHBIIIE.



[Torona ObLIa JOBOJILHO MOTOKEW, HO M He CHUTbHO XkapKkoi. Ho
Ha OaJIkoHe OBUIO Teruiee, YeM B psiaax. Hapon Boccenan Ha Mpa-
MOPHBIX CKaMelKax, KOTOpble ObLTN 3aMEeHEHbI B TIEPUOJ TIPaB-
nenust OktaBuaHa ABrycta. PaHbilie oHU ObLITM JIEpEeBSIHHBIMH.
MHorue u3 mofeii IpuHecIu ¢ COOON MATKHE TIOMYIIKU U CUJIe-
JIA Ha HUX.

PsiioM ¢ uMIiepatopoM HaxXOQWIMCh TaKKe BOOPYKEHHBIE
MIPETOPUAHIIBI U Padbl, KOTOpbIe MOJHOCHIM €1y B IMOJHOCAX.
Wmnepatop npeioxkun ApUCTOHY NOXEBaTh CyXO()PYKTOB, HO
ApHCTOH BexXMBO OTKazascs. OT BoJHEHUsT OOBHOU JKeTyJ0K
JaBajl 0 ceOe 3HaTh OCTPOU OOJIBI0, KOTOPYIO APUCTOH CTapajics
TIHIATEBHO CKPbIBATh U HE MOKa3bIBaTh. CIIMIITKOM MHOTO HApO-
Jly ¥ CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO TOJIOCOB, OH COBEPIIIEHHO OTBBIK OT TaKO-
ro 1IyMa 1 NepexuBall 32 UrPbl, B KOTOPbIX OH XOYeT MPUHSATH
yJacTue, HO BCE HUKAK He 3HaJ, KaK COOOIIUTh 00 3TOM ApYTY,
Bellb OH MOT U OTKa3aTh.

— CBIHOK, — IPOrOBOPIIT DMIWIMK C TIOTHBIM pTOM. — ThI Ka-
JKETCS XOTeJI YBUJIEThCS C KEHOU, TaK?

APpHCTOH nepecTas IpaTh Ha pyKax 3ayCeHHUIIbl 1 HEYBEPEHHO
nocMoTpest Ha ummnepatopa. C Tex nop, Kak uMrnepaTop nocrpa-
JlaJl U3-3a HETO, OH BCE €IIIE€ YyBCTBOBAJI CBOK BHUHY IEPE] HUM
1 OOSIICSI CHOBA 3aBOJIUTD TOT Pa3rOBOP.

— Ecnu xouenn, moe3xai K Hell XoThb cerogua. C ToO00u moii-
nyT Mou peOsaTa u Keunt. KBUHT Tenepb OyJieT He TOJIbKO MOUM
TEJIOX paHUTEJIEM, HO M TBOUM TOJXKE.

KBUHT KMBHYJT B 3HaK COIJIacysi. ApUCTOH MOOIarogaprl UM-



nepaTopa, HO PaJOCTH CTapaJiCsi HE BblpaxkaTb, BIPYI aBrYCT
eme nepeaymaer. OT HEro BCE MOXHO ObUIO OXHJIATh, OH ObLI
CJTUIIIKOM HEeTpeICKa3yeMbIM M €ro IMOBeIeHHE ObLIIO HEBO3MOX-
HO Ipeayrajaarhb.

Nmnieparop 3aMeTrs 3alyMYMBO€E JMIO APUCTOH U TTOCMOT-
peJ1 Ha Hero.

— Yro Te6s1 6ecniokout, cBeT oueit Mounx ? — Cripocu MU,
YBIOHYBIIUCh.

— DMUJIHHA. . . 1 OBI XOTe. ..

— Yro, nyma mos?

— 41 OBl XOTEN MPUHSATH YYaCTHE B TOHKAX HA KOJIECHUIIAX.

KatoHn, ycnplnaB cinoBa ApUCTOHA, YAUBIEHHO MOCMOTpEN B
¥X CTOpOHY. MMnieparop Toxe He OKUAA ITOro 3asBieHus. OH
OTBEPHYJICSI OT APUCTOHA U TIOJIOKUI HECKOJIBKO CyXO(DPYKTOB
cebe B pOT. ApUCTOH BHUMATEJIbHO HAOMIOAAN 32 TeM, KaK Ky-
€t umneparop. Ho umneparop monyain. [Ipuuém tak nonro, 4to
Ka3aJI0Ch OH JIMOO MPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI €ro, JUOO MPOCTO 3a0bLL.
APHCTOH MOHSLJT, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE JOMYCTUT ITOTO, BE/Ib TOHKU
Ha KOJIECHUIIAX CJIUIITKOM OIAaCHbI, OCHOBHAS 1IeJb 3[IECh HE TIO-
6euTh, a BBIKUTh, MO0 BBIKMBAJIU MOCTIE STUX TOHOK €IMHUIIBL.

Cryctsi HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, UMIIEPATOp BBITEP PyKU 00 Kpai
TOT'U U HE MOBOPAYMBAsCh B CTOPOHY APHUCTOHA, TPOrOBOPUIL,
CJIOBHO pa3roBapvBasi cam ¢ COOOI:

— Tbl moHMMAeIIIb, YTO Thl MOXKEIIIb TOTMOHYThH Tam?

— DMUJMI, S CrIpaBiIioch. MeHsl TOTOBUIM K OJTMMIIMICKUM
urpam c miectu JjieT. [TockonbKy MoOst MeuTa Tak U He cObLIACh,



TIO3BOJIb XOT$1 OBl IOYYaCTBOBATh B BAIlIMX T'OHKAX.

— U 1o1 Oynemb cuacimBee? — ABryCT OBEPHYJICS B €0 CTO-
POHY.

— §I Gymy caMpIM CYACT/IMBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM BO Bcell Prmckoii
Wmneprun, — oTBETHII APUCTOH U YJIBIOHYJICS.

Wmmneparop moyecan yxe HapoCIIyio 60poay U KUBHYJ T'OJI0-
BOM.

— Tonpko ecu T MOrUOHEIIb, ST OOMKYCh Ha TeOsI, TOHS?

— Bcé Oyner xoporro, KIsSHYCh Tebe.

— INoruGHems — 51 yOblo ceOst U Hajepy TeOe 3aJHUILY B Lap-
ctBe Aupa. Tak yx 3Hai!

Apucron paccmesiicss. OH ObLT YBEPEH, 4TO HE TOJIBKO BbI-
KUBET, HO U IOOEUT U TOTrJa, BOBMOXKHO, OTel| OyJIeT TOPIUTCS
uMm. .. BepHee, ropauicst Obl.

3BOH TyOBI OTBJIEK APHCTOHA OT MpayHbIX Mbicied. OH To-
CMOTpEJI Ha apeHy M YBUJIEN, KaK U3 KyYHUKYJIa %% Bbliies Mycky-
JIUCTOTO TEJIOCIOXEHUsI IMMPOKOIJIEUNA MYXYMHA, BOOPYKEH-
HBII r1aqueM. Ha ronoBe ero ObLT HAZIET IUIEM C TpeOHEM, TEJo
3aKphIBAJI HEKOTOPBIE YaCTH JJOCTIEXOB. BT OH B HabeIpeHHOM
noBsi3Kke. Boiiias Ha apeHy, Hapoja 3apykoruieckas. Bee ckanam-
POBAJIM B OfIUH TOJIOC €r0 UMSI.

— Kpeon! Kpeon! Kpeon!

«Kpeon?» — MBICJICHHO IIOBTOPHIT UM TJIaiaTopa ApUCTOH.
OH npuBCTaI ¢ J0kKa, YTOOBI JIydilie pasrisaeTh BouHa. [ naau-
aTop XOAWJI 10 apeHe U MPUBETCTBOBAN IMyOsuKy. OH SIBHO ObLI

10 * .
9" Homelnenye 101 apeHoii U1 TIAMATOPOB.



TMOIYJISIPEH.

— K10 310? — Cripocwit IMXOpagoyHO APUCTOH.

— O, — BoonymeBuicss umneparop. — 1o Kpeon — camblit
CUJIbHBIN U3 riaguatopoB. Korma-to oH ObLT IEHTYPHOHOM, HO
TIOCJIE PAHEHUS YILIEN B OTCTAaBKY. Tenepb OH BBICTYIIAET HA ape-
HE U €[IMHCTBEHHBIN U3 [MIaIMaTOPOB, KOTOPBI CpakaeTcs He 3a
BOJIIO, @ 32 JIEHbI'M. Mbl C HUM COTPYJIHMYAEM, a OH B3aMEH I10-
Oexnaer Ha urpax. M ciemyer 3aMeTuTh, 32 BCE BpeMsl OH ellé
HU pa3y He MpourpsiBajl. YacTo MpOBUHUBIIMXCS MTPECTYITHUKOB
WIM HEHABHCTHBIX MHE CEHATOPOB, 51, 3a0aBbl Pa/iv, BHITYCKAIO
UX Ha apeHy, C yCJIOBUEM, eciii oHU nodeast KpeoHa, To s ux
nomMuiyio. B nponuiblii pas ux 0wuio gecsithb, 1 KpeoH B onuHOU-
Ky CIIpaBUjICS C HUMHU. $1 1axe MogyMbIBalo B3SITh €ro K ceOe B
OXpaHy, Kak Jymaelb?

Apucton Bcrioten. BocnoMuHaHus cTand MeAJIEHHO TOSIB-
JIIThCS B €r0 MaMsITH, OH cTapaics yoenuTb cedsl, 4To ITO JIpy-
roi1 KpeoH, xoTb Bc€ 1 coBnagano. buBIIMI HEHTYpUOH. YIIEN
B orcTaBKy. Ho 4TO OH nenaer 3n1ech?

— Otkyna oH ipuObL1? — Cripocuil APUCTOH.

— TI'oBopun, uyto u3 Kudepsl, — orBeTmn Imuiuid. — Emy
HEMMOBEPHO TMOBE3J10, MOCKOJIbKY OH MOKUHYJI Kudepy ewe go
cruxuitHoro 6encteus. Tenepp xuBET B Pume co cBoeit oyapo-
BaresibHOM cyrnpyron ®nopou. 51 yacro HaBenaw ero, ecjiv Xo-
Yelllb MOXKEM CETO/IHS CXOIUTh K HEMy BMecTe?

Apucron nooneanen. OH yBUJIEN, KaK IJIaAUaTop MpuOInxKa-
eTcs K OaJTKOHY 1 momyMait, 4to KpeoH uner k Hemy.



— ABe, UMIIEpaTOp, UAYIIUI HA CMEPThb, TPUBETCTBYET TeOs! —
I'pomko mpobdacun Kpeow.

Tenepp ApUCTOH ObUT TOYHO YBEpEH, YTO ITO ObUT MMEHHO
ToT KpeoH, ero ObiBIIMi yunuTens. imneparop MeajieHHO Haval
MOJAHUMATBCSI C MECTA U APUCTOH MCITYT'aHHO BLETIUJICS B €70 TO-
ry. DMWIAN HEJOYMEHHO MMOKOCWIICA Ha APUCTOHA CBEPXY BHU3
M pe3Ko 3a0paB TKaHb CBOEH OJEek[IbI, MOIOMIEN OVKE K TepH-
saM. OH NOJHSAJ PYKU BBEpX, IPUBETCTBYIO CBOU Hapoa. [locie
TOr0, KaK JIO/IM CTUXJIM, OH 3arOBOPUJI TPOMKHM T'OJIOCOM:

— CeromHs1 Mbl COOpAJIUCh 31€Ch, YTOOBI YBUAETh TOCTOMHOE
npencrapiaenue! [la 06arput KpoBb MOPakEHHOTO ITOT MECOK U
na nomoxeT Bam PopryHa!

3aKOHUYMB KOPOTKYIO peub, UMIIEPATOP CHOBA 3aHSJI CBOE JIO-
xe. [TyOnuka crama moBTopsATh «ABe, 11e3apb ! » U TIOCIIE ITTTEIThb-
HOT'O PYKOILJIECKaHUS1, HAKOHELl yTUXJIN.

— Kax b1l pa3 xouy ckazarb 1ocJe cjioa «PopryHa» — uanuTe
B 3aJIHUILY, — IPOrOBOPHII UMIIEpaTop U paccMmestics. [lotom ox
obparmics Kk Apuctony. — Uro 310 6bUTO?

— IIpoctu, — orBeTnn ApucCTOH. — MHE NOKa3aloch, Thl XO-
Yellb CIPBITHYTh ¢ OAJKOHA.

— CpIHOYEK, — JIACKOBO MPOroBopui umneparop. OH norna-
JWJI €r0 0 BOJIOCaM M HAKJIOHMBILWCH Y€PE3 CTEHKU JIOKA, I0-
niesioBat ApuctoHa B mEKy. — He Oo¥ics, MaJIbIIT ¥ HAC/IA K JaniCst
IIPEJCTABICHUEM.

APpHCTOH NTOCMOTpEJ Ha apeHy U YBUJEN, KaK U3 KyHUKYJa
BBIIILIO OKOJIO JIO;KMHBI BOWHOB. Bee OHM ObLIT BOOPYKEHBI, HO



OBbLJIO BUJIHO, UTO OPYKUE OHM JeP:Kali BIIEPBbIC.

— Epetrku, — NOsSICHWII UMIIEPaTOP U PacXOXOTaJICs.

— Ho 3710 ecToKOo, — TUXO MPOroBOpU ApPUCTOH.

— OHU cOoBEpUIWIIM MPECTYIUIEHUE U JIOJIKHBI [IOHECTH HaKa-
3aHue. S1 Obl MOT MIX TTPOCTO PACHSATH, HO COTJIACKCH — BBIITYCTUTD
9TUX MOUOTOB HA APEHY B MOTEXY 3PUTEIISIM Kylda UHTEPECHEE.

— l'ocnonp ¢ Hamu! — KprKHYT OOUH U3 €pEeTUKOB, OJIETHIM B
IMHHY0 onexay. Ero cenas Gopoma Oblia BCKJIOYEHA U Ipsi3-
Hou. CyJs1 o Bcemy, 9TO ObUT TPEABOAUTEb.

Crapuk BBHITAIWI W3-TIO OAEKIBl OOJBINON JIePEBSHHBIN
KpecT ¥ OpOCHB Med Ha TecoK, MOoAHsLT ero K Hedy. Ero nocneno-
BaTe/M MOBTOPWIJIM JEUCTBUS CBOETro yuutens. Bce oHu otOpo-
CUJIM MEYU B CTOPOHY M BOOPYKHUJIUCh KPECTAMH.

— Y-y-y, cmeptb! Cmeptsb eperukam! — Kpuuaiu 3putenu,
Opocasi Ha apeHy TyXJble OBOILM, (PPYKTHI U sAMLA.

—Bo ums# I'ocniopa! — 3aroBopuii rpoMKO MpeABOAUTEIb, ME/I-
JIEHHO TOaXons K umrneparopy. — Bo umsa Mucyca Xpucra! I1o-
MWITY, Hac, paboB BoXbuX, 0, TPaBUTEIh CAMOW MOTYIIIECTBEH-
HoU B mupe Mmnepuu.

Jlionu cramu xoxotath B YHUCOH. KpeoH oOHax)uiI CBOM Med
U pelmi 1no3adaBuTh MyOIUKY, TOHSISI €PETUKOB BOKPYT APEHBI.

[MoHsB, 4yTO UMITEPATOP HE COOMPAETCS CIYIIATh €ro, CTAPUK
CKazas:

— YMpém Bo ums Beebimnero! U momnaaém k Hemy Ha Hebeca!
Bpatbst Mom, He 60ITeCh, CMEPTh — TO BCETO JIMIIb STAIl HaIlen
*u3HU. Beppre B bora u yxe ceroqHs Mbl BCTPETUMCS C HAM.



— JIOBOJIBHO pa3miaroyibCTBOBaTh, — cka3zajl KpeoH.

OH HanpaBWICs K CTApPUKY U JIETKUM JBUKEHUEM PyKU BOH-
3WJT CBOM Meu B ero miedo. Ctapuk He yoeran. OH CTOSUT U CMU-
peHHO caepkuBall 00s1b. Ero yueHuku cuesu Ha KOJeHsIX ¥ MO-
JIMJIKCh, LIEJTysI CBOM KpecThl. Bee x1anu cBoeil yqyacTu.

Hapon nencroBcTBOBaL. Bee omycTrnm OombIoi naser BHA3
Y KpUYAJIU OJIHO CJIOBO — CMEPTb.

— OcranoBu Ka3Hb! — Cka3zajl ApUCTOH U €llIé CUJIbHee I0-
Onemauern.

Karon, KBUHT 1 nMIiepatop yauBIEHHO TOCMOTPENN HA ApH-
CTOHA.

— Y0eil MeHs1, JOOPHII YeJIOBEK, — CKa3all CTApHK, IS Ha
Kpeona cBepxy BHU3.

— Her, — orBetun Kpeon u ycmexnynes. — CHadana s nepe-
PEXYy BCEX TBOMX YYEHUKOB, 51 XOUY, UTOOBI Thl BUJIEN, KaK W3-
3a TeOs1 MOruodaIoT Apyrue Jaoau. Beib 3To Thl TPOMBUT UM MO3TH
CBOEU epechio.

— [Tomunyn! — Bamomnuiics crapuk.

KT0-TO M3 y4yeHMKOB He Bblaepxkal M cxBaTui med. Kpeon
paccMmestics. OH Hayal MeJUIEHHO MOAXOAUTh K BOOPYKEHHOMY
epetuky. C Kax/IpIM I1aroM MOJIOAOM €PEeTUK JPOXKal U Maxal
BO BCE CTOPOHBI CBOMUM Me4oM. KpeoHy HaI0es10 ¢ HUM BO3UTb-
Csl M OIMH pa3 3aMaxXHYBIIUCh MEYOM, OH OTPYyOMJI €My TOJIOBY.
KpoBb (hoHTaHOM TIONTMIIACh HABEPX, 3a0PBI3TUBas MIEPBbIE PSIbI
Y TIECOK.

ApucToH e cuibHee nodnenHesn. Kak oHu MoryT moydarhb



YIOBOJILCTBUE, CMOTPsI KaK yOMBAIOT Oe33aIUTHBIX Jofei? boit
HepaBHBII 1 HEAOCTONHBIN. BeIycTHTh OBI Ceituac Ha apeHy Bcex
3pUTENIeN U pa3aTh KaXAOMYy IO OPYXKHMIO, MIOCIIE 3TOTrO IJagua-
TOPCKHE UTPbl MOKET BOOOIIIE 3arpeTHiv Obl U MepecTaliu Mpo-
BOIUTh. OHU yyaT TOJIBKO JKECTOKOCTU U APUCTOH YAMBIISUICS,
KaK DMUIMKA MOT TaK PaBHOLYIIHO CMOTPETh HA 3TO U €IlE CMe-
SITBCS.

KpeoH Hayas1 rOHATH [0 apeHe OCTaJIbHBIX €peTUKOB. MHOrne
U3 HUX IUIAKAJIM U KpUYaJld O IOMOILM. 3PUTENN CMESUIUCh, Kak
6e3ymuble. Mmriepatop Toxke. Hakonen Kpeon moiiman oqHOTO
U3 HUX U Havaj oTpyOaTh KOHEUHOCTH Mo yactsaMm. [lapeHb uc-
TOIIHO BU3kal. CTapuk IJiakal U IPOCUIJI OCTAHOBUTBCS.

ApucToH Apoxan B ymxopaake. OH cibllajg KPpUKA MapHs,
IPUYEM TTAPHIO OBLIO TIPUMEPHO CTOJIBKO K€ JIET, CKOJIILKO U eMY
camomy. CoBcem moyiofoi. CTOJBKO KPOBH OBLIO BBUIMTO HA
MIECOK, YTO 3arax 4yBCTBOBAJICS [Ja)K€ B UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIOKE.
FOHo111e Ka3anock, 4TO 3TO OH Ceiyac CTOMT Ha apeHe Ha MecTe
TOTO HECYACTHOTO TMApHS U 3TO €r0 pa3pyoaloT, CIOBHO CBUHBIO.

— Cmepts! Cmeptb! — Kpuyan Hapog.

— O-c-c-TaHOBU Ka3Hb...— LIENTal APHUCTOH. SI3bIK €ro He
CITyIIAJICS.

3y6sI crydanu apyr ot apyra. OH caupa HOTTSIMH KOXY Ha
pyKax u Bech jipoxai. Ho mumrepatop He oOpaliiai Ha Hero BHH-
MaHMSI.

[Tapenp 3akpuuan eme rpomue, korga Kpeon Hapounrto mno-
BEpHYJI CBOM Med B ero tese. Hekoropeie He BbIACPKUBAIN U



youBasu ceOst camu. Ctapuk Be€ emi€ cunen u monwics. Hapon
HEMCTOBCTBOBAJ U MPOCUIIY €IIIE KPOBH, & HECYACTHBIE TPOMKO
TUIAKaJIA, CTOHAJIA U KPUYaJIH OT O0JTK. DTO ObLIM JTyTiepa3aupa-
I0LIME KPUKU. APUCTOH MOHUMAJI, €CJIM OH celuac He yUIET OT-
Crof1a oH JTMOO0 COMIET ¢ yMa, MO0 roTepsieT co3Hanue. Ero Tor-
HUWJIO, eMy OBUIO XOJIOHO, €T0 JIMXOPAINIIO, KPYXKHUJIACh TOJIOBA,
HEMMOBEPHO OBICTPO OMJIOCH Cepiie, XOIOIHbIN TIOT OJiecTelT Ha
70y, a cBexasi KpoBb Ha pyKax MeJlJIeHHO CTeKasla Ha TOJI.

«Yomonok KpeoH, 310 TH 3acTy)XHUBaeIlb CMEPTH». APUCTO-
Ha HEOXKMJIAHHO MOCETUJIM HEHABUCTh U 3JIOCTh, U [JIABHOE XKe-
nanve — youts Kpeona Bo uto Obl TO HU cTano. OH BCLIOMHUII,
Kak KpeoH meiTajicsi ero n3HacusoBaTh, Kak OOIMU3bIBAJI CBOUM
MEP3KUM $SI3bIKOM €ro TeJo, Kak OWJI IaJIKOM, Kak mpeaal. .. Kak
cTosuT Ha Topore jioma, oornMast diopy. [omonok. [TogoHOK!

He otnaBas oT4€Ta B CBOMX JIEUCTBUSIX, OH MEJJICHHO TOJ-
HsIJICS ¢ Joka. Bcé ObUlo Kak B TyMaHe, HO B 9TOM TyMaHe OH
BU/JIEJT OJTHOT'O YeJioBeKa — KpeoHa. ApUCTOH CHSJT TOTY U OCTaJI-
Cs1 B OJIHOW JIETKOU OeslocHe:kHOU TyHuke. KaTtoH HemoymMEHHO
nocMoTpest Ha Hero. KBUHT Toxe. KBUHT cpa3y 3anofgo3pui 4To-
TO HeJagHoe. APUCTOH ObLT MOXOX Ha JIMIIMBIIETOCs pasyMma.
CHoBa mnocrslmnaics Kpuk — 310 KpeoH oTpyous HOrv napHio.
Teneps epetuk ObLT TyNTOBHINIEM. Bece cMmesuuch 6pocaiv B TEO
HECYACTHOTO siiiiia. KpeoH BcTas Ha TyJIOBUIIE U HaYaJsl MPbIraTh
Ha HEM, CJIOBHO Ha IMOAYIIIKE.

Cepniie AprictoHa 3a0MJIOCh €IIEé CHJIbHEEe, Ka3ajioch elé
YyTh-4yTh U OHO BBIIIPBITHET HApYy:Ky. IMnepaTop mocMoTpes Ha



ApucroHa.

— Yro ¢ Toboi? — ObecnokoeHHO crpocuit dmmmmii. — Tebe
J10X0?

APpHCTOH TPOIYCTU €ro ciioBa MuMo yiied. OH crblai
TOJIKO KPHWKHU HecuacTHbIX. He momHs ceOsi, OH puHYNICS K
OrpakJCHUIO U HE YCIIeNN TPETOPUAHITBI COOOPA3UTh, KaK I0HO-
1Ia Y€ CTOsUI Ha apeHe. DMWINKA BCKOYUJI CO CBOETO JIOkKa U
CXBATUJICA 3a IEPEBSIHHbIE MEPUJIA.

— ApucroH! — KpukHy oH.

3putenu 3apykoruieckaid. OHU 1ymMain, 3TO YaCTh TPEICTaAB-
JIeHUs1. APUCTOH MOHS MeU C 36MJIU U HAlTPaBWICS B CTOPOHY
Kpeona. KpeoH ciuiikom ObLT 3aHST KepTBOM, YTOOBI 0OpaTUTD
BHMMaHUKeE Ha oHoury. Ho crapuk Tyt xe 3amerun ero. OH nopu-
HSUT KPECT U KUBHYJI APHCTOHY.

ApuCTOH B35 B 00€ pyKu IJaauil, Kak ero yumi Kpeon u
yckopu ar. KpeoH HakoHel| MOBEpHYJICS Ha3al. YBUIEB UILY-
IIero Ha Hero ApMCTOHa, OH MPOTEp 1a3a. To, 9To 3T0 OBLT TOT
caMblii APUCTOH OH HE MOT TIOBEPUTh, UOO TIOJIaral, 4To OH I0-
ru6 emé Ha Kudepe. AprcToH ObUT IOXOX Ha mpu3paka. JIumo
ero ObLIO OJIeIHBIM U Xy/IbIM, HAMHOTO Xyzee, Kakum KpeoH ero
BUzeN B nocieqHnid pa3. Ho korma ApucCToH momomién Omxe,
KpeoH oco3HasT 0acHOCTh CBOETO MOJIOKEHUSI ¥ BCTA B OOEBYIO
MO3UIIMIO.

ADpUCTOH € SIPOCTBIO 3aMaxHYJICs, MPUYEM yaap ero Obul Ha-
CTOJIbKO CHJIBHBIM M HEOXHUJIaHHBIM, uT0 KpeoH uyTh He 0Opo-
HII Med. OH ObUT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBe U MPUXOJ, APUCTOHA COBEP-



IIEHHO COMJI €ro C TOJKY. APHUCTOH 3aMaxHYJICA eIl CUibHee,
Y yZIapbl NOCHINAJIUCH TPAIOM, IOHOIIIA HAHOCUJT YIapbl HACKOJIb-
KO OBICTPO ¥ TOUHO, YTO HAaNlOMUHA MaluHy. KpeoHn Haua mo-
HacTosIIeMy OOSTBHCS 32 CBOIO JKM3Hb. BbIKUBIIIE €PEeTUKHY Ha-
Ommroany 3a 60eM 1 ToAdaApuBaIM APUCTOHA. 3PUTEA MOTJA-
. OHY HE NOHUMAJIHU, YTO MPOUCXOAMT.

— OcTaHOBHUCH, OCTAHOBUCH, — TOBOPWJI KpeoH, oTpaxas yaa-
pBbL.

Ho Apwucron He cinyman ero. [Tocne ouepeanoro ynapa, Kpe-
OH OOPOHMJI M€Y 1 ynaJl Ha TiecoK. Bce 3aTamm ipixaHue.

— [Momau, mporiry 1edst, — B3monuics KpeoH.

— A 11 ux nomaaui? — Co 3710CThIO CIIPOCUIT APUCTOH, CKaB
3yobl. — [Tomamaun?! 'oopu!

ApHCTOH POTKHYJ ocTpreM Meda 1iedo Kpeona. Kpeown 3a-
Kkpuyai ot 6o, Torna ApUCTOH IOBEPHYJI MeU BJIEBO, YTOOBI
Kpeony 0b1710 emmg 6opHee.

— Yomonok, Tel 3acyxuBaeib cmeptu! — Kpuknyn Apucton
Y BBITAIIWJI CBOM Med M3 ruieya KpeoHa, HACTaBUB OCTpue HaJl
ero 1eeil. — 1o Tede 3a Piopy, — yKe THILEe TPOroBOPUi Apu-
CTOH Y XOTeJl YK€ BOH3UTh CBOUM MeY B IIel0 OBbIBIIIETO YUUTes,
KaK YbsI-TO CyXasi pyKa OCTAaHOBHWJICS €r0. APUCTOH OOepHYJICS U
YBUJEJ CTOAEro crapvka. CTapuk MOJNOXKWUI CBOM PYKH Ha py-
KM APUCTOHA, TJI€ OH JIEpKaJl PyKOSITKY Meva U CKa3aJl:

— MecTb He BbUJIEUUT TBOE CEpALIE, MaJbuuK. Thl MCTHILL HE
3a HaC, OTHIOAb. VICTOYHUK JIEKUT TIIyOOKO, B TBOEM MPOITLIOM.
OrtycTH rpexu 3Toro 4esoBeka, oH Oonen. U mpocru. [porme-



HUE — JIy4lllee JIeKapCTBO. YMEThb MpoIIaTh — 3TO Jap, U Thl UM
oOnagaents.

Crapuk roBOpuj Tak, CJIOBHO OH YBHJIEJ €T0 MPOLUIOE. ApH-
croH nocmotpes Ha Kpeona. KpeoH BeIrisifen kajako U yxe He
HAIMOMHUHAJI TOTO HENMOOEIMMOro IJIaIMaTopa, KOTOPOoro Bce 0o-
SUIACD.

— Oroitnu ot Moero cbiHa! — [ochblascs rojoc uMnepaTopa.

SDMWIMH LENT B CONTPOBOXKAECHUHU OXpaHbl 1o apeHe. OH ocTa-
HOBUJICSI B METPE OT APUCTOHA U MPUKAa3aJl IPEeTOPUaHIIaM yBe-
CTH CTapyKa B KYHUKYJI. APUCTOH BCE €ILE Aep:Kal CBOM Med Hall
mieeid Kpeona. ApeHy Hayaiu youpaTh U HachIlIaTh HOBBIN Tie-
cok. 3putenu HaOmoaaM 3a ApuctoHoM. OHU MOHSITY TAJTIIbI
BBEPX M MPOCUJIA APHUCTOHA COXpaHUTh KpeoHy xu3Hb, 1OO OHU
yXe yCIeny MOMoOUTh TJIaIuaTopa.

— ApUCTOHYIIIKa, TOCTYyIIall MEHsI, — Ha4aJl TOBOPUTh UMIIe-
parop, Me[lJIeHHO NpuoInKasich K Apuctony. — OTIycTH Med.

ApHUCTOH IOCMOTpe Ha umneparopa. B3rsi ero Obi1 ycTas-
MM | BBIpakas Oe3pas3indue.

Korna Havaim nmpuonmkaThest IpeTOpUaHIibl, APUCTOH U3Me-
HWICS B JIMIIE U IPUKaI Mey elné Onuxke, oTyero Ha mee Kpeo-
Ha MOKa3aJach Kanesjpbka KpoBu. [ 1a3a KpeoHa mmpoko packpbli-
yuck. B Hux orpaxaiica crpax. Crpax nepes cMepTBIO.

VMniepaTop KeCcToM pyKH MpUKa3al MPETOpUaHIiaM He UITH
32 HUM Y HPOJOJIKUI MOAXOAUTh B OAMHOUKY.

— ApUCTOH, TOCMOTPH HAa MEH$, — CKa3zajl uMmmneparop. — Or-
IIyCTHA MeY.



«MecTb HE BBUIEUUT TBOE CEPALE...» — BCIOMHUI APUCTOH
CJIOBA CTapYKa Y IIOCMOTPEJT HA DMWIHS.

— Otnyctn Mey, — noBTOprI1 DMUIMKI. CTOAJI OH YKE COBCEM
OJIM3KO.

— Ornyctn meu! — Kpuyast Hapox B yHucoH. — [lomanu ero!

ApucroH nocMmorpen Ha KpeoHa, 3arem Ha JofieH, 3aTeM CHO-
Ba Ha DMwms. HeoxngaHHo co3HaHue ero nposicHunock. Cepa-
e nepecrajo Outhes Tak ObicTpo. B3op cran sicHbiM. OH 10-
cmotpen Ha Kpeona u ynuswica csoeMy nosefcHuio. OH He
IIOMHWJI, KaK Iornaj Ha apeHy. Heyxenu, OH HeBMEHAeMBbIN?

— Kpeon? — Cnpocunt AprcCTOH, CIIOBHO BUJEJ €TO BIIEPBHIE.

HeoxupnanHo ronosa crana ceuHIoBod. Horu BaTHBIMU, pyKH
HE CJIYIIAJIUCh. APUCTOH YBUJEN cTapuka. OH CTOsI Ha apeHe
Y )KECTUKYJIMPOBAJ, CIIOBHO KOJIAYs. YTO OH 311€Ch JEJIaeT, eCln
€ro yBEJIM B KYHUKYJI?

B ronose nocislmanuck ronoca, CJI0BHO NOTYCTOPOHHHUE, BCE
HIENTaIu — OTIYCTH, oTIycTi. Ho oH He mor otyctuth. OH Xe-
nas ceMeptu Kpeony, oH ero Henasuen. I'osoBa Kpyxuiiach, me-
pel I1a3aMu BCE TUIBLIO.

— ApHCTOH, — NMOBTOPWJI UMIIEPATOP, HO APUCTOH HE BUJEI
ero.

IOnoma He cmor ormycTuTh Meu. Jlepka ero B pykax, OH Io-
TepsJ1 paBHOBECHE U YIAJI CIIMHOW HA MECOK.

Hapon axHya. ApHCTOH ciiblial rojoca, Ho Obul ciier. Teno
€ro He NoAYMHAIOCh eMy. OH COBEPILIEHHO HE MOT BCTaTb.

3arem OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KTO-TO MOAHSUII €T0 HA PYKH U



ycapiman rojioc Ivuus. JoBoIbHO Hepa3OOpUMBHINA, KaK MO/
Bonou. [locne ronoc Kpeona. A 3arem rosoca ctuxyiv 1 ApUCcTOH
IIPOBAJIWIICS BO ThMY.

Kokk

— TbI IpOCTH €10, — TOBOPWUJI ro10¢ IMuin. — Cepare MOero
cblHa ciuIikoM aoopoe. Cyzs 1o Bcemy, OHO He CMOIJIO BbIIEp-
KaTh Ty PE3HIO, YTO Thl YCTPOUIL.

ApHCTOH OTKpbUI IM1a3a. Jlexkan OH Ha MATKOM JIOXKE B J1a3a-
pere U1 IaAUaTopoB. Bbulo cBETI0. MMM CTOSIT BO3JIE CH-
aduiero Ha ckamerike KpeoHa, KoTopomy Jiekapb NepeBs3bIBal
6onpHOE TIedo. Kpeon 3ameTnsn mpoOyxaeHne AprucToHa U CTal
BHUMAaTeJIbHO HaOmoaath 3a HUM. FOHola HaxmypuJics.

— Ilpunuenc, Bam cbH...— nporosopwl KpeoH, ykassiBas
naJiblieM Ha JIoke AprcToHa. Bumumo, oH Bc€ eé 6osiics CBO-
€ro CTaporo y4eHuKa MocJse Toro, 4To MPOU30LIO CETOIHS.

MM IOBEPHYJICA K ChIHY U YIBIOHYBIIVICH, IIOAOMIET O~
’Ke. ApPUCTOH ceJl Ha JIOe M IOCMOTpeJ Ha CBOM pyku. OHU Obl-
JIY TIEpEBSA3aHBI.

— Hy kaxk 181, ayma mos? — Cripocut IMIIEPATOp U MOMJIAANI
ApHCTOHA MO BOJIOCAM.

APpHUCTOH NepeKI0YnsI BHUMaHUe ¢ umrneparopa Ha Kpeona
Y CMOTpEJI Ha yYUTellsl, He MOpras, CJI0OBHO IIBITAsICh CKEUb €r0
cBouM B3opoM. Mmmiepatop 3amerwt 3to. OH o6epHyscs k Kpe-
OHY W YBUJIEJ, KaK IV1auaTop HEpBHUYAET.



— Bel 3HakoMbI? — Cripocuit uMInepaTop.

— Ja, — TBEpAO OTBETWIJI APUCTOH M NOAHSUICA Ha HOru. Kpe-
OH C MOJIbOOM MMOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOETO YYEHUKA, MBICJIEHHO MTPOCS
MIPOIIEHUS.

— ApucroH, — 3aroBopui1 KpeoH Ha rpeyeckoM. — Y meHs ce-
Mbs, 10Yb, KeHa. ECM Thl cemyac paccKaxellb eMy BCE, TO OH
MEHsI Ka3HMUT.

— O 4yém BBl TaM HIyIIyKaeTech?

APHCTOH Tak AOJITO HE CJIbIIAT IPEYECKOro sI3bIKa, YTO IJIst
Hero crnoBa Kpeona Obutn HeMHOro ayxapiMu. OH He CTasl HU-
Yero oTBevaTb. DMWIMHI MOAOLIEN C3aU U MOJIOKUII CBOIO PYKY
APpHCTOHY Ha IUIEYO.

— D10 MOU OBIBIIUI yUUTENb, — OTBETHJI APHCTOH U TYT ke
n3menwics B mie. OH 6onee He cMoTpen Ha Kpeona ¢ HeHaBu-
CTBIO, IO BCEW BUAMMOCTH, OH PEINJI €0 NMomaanuts. — [1o3Boib
Kpeon Oyner TpeHrpoBath MeHs1?

— O, — youBuica umrieparop. — Bor tak Bcrpeva. HaBepHoe,
OH mocyiaH Tede cynpOon. [la, Kpeony s1 moBepsiio, Ha/ieloCh OH
[IOJATOTOBUT T€OS TOCTONHO.

— He comHeBaiics, nmarnoyka, — ¢ HOTKOM €XUIHOCTA OTBETUJI
ApUCTOH.

SDMWINK C HEAOYMEHUEM MOCMOTpeN Ha ApucTtoHa. Beap oH
BIIEPBbIE HA3BAJI €T0 CBOMM OTLOM. MIMrieparop, He caep:kaB CBO-
el pafoCTH, NMPUKaJl €ro K CBOEW Py, IPUUYEM Tak KpPErnKo,
YTO Ka3aJloCh, XOTell ciomarh pébpa. OmHako ApUCTOH cKazall
3TO C TOH LIeJIbI0, YTOOBI MoKa3aTh KpeoHy, KTo OH #, KTO Apu-



cToH. YTOOBI OH HAKOHEIl Hayayl MPOSIBJISITh YBaXKEHUE K ChIHY
ApucTHIa ¥ HUKOT/a, HUKOT/Ia OoJiee He CMeJT MOIHSITh Ha HeTo
PYKY.

[ToxenaB Kpeony ckopeuiiiero BoI31I0pOBJICHUS, UMIIEPATOP
OTITPaBHJICSI 0OpPATHO BO JIBOpell. BMmecte ¢ ApUCTOHOM OH exall
B OJIHMX MMIIEPATOPCKUX HOCWJIKax. MMrieparop nomysiexain Ha
MSITKMX TMOYIIKaX U HAOMOaa 32 I0HOIIEH. APUCTOH OOXBaTHIT
PYKaMH KOJIEHW U CMOTPEJ B OKHO.

— Hy u 4t0 3710 661107 — CHIpOCHIT CEPHEZHBIM TOHOM UMIIE-
parop. — Tbl OnO30prJI MEHS MEPEl MOMM HapOIOM.

— Ipocru, g He xotein, — orBeTuJ ApuctoH. OH U BIpaBIy
packauBasicsi. Ho BcE eme noMHus 3ToT yxkac, KOTOPbIA MPOUC-
XOJIUJI Ha apeHe.

Wmmneparop moacen nmoonmxke K ApUCTOHY U B35 €T0 JIUIO B
CBOM PYKHU. APUCTOH MCITyTaHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha HEro U €My Mo-
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro JYUIIIUIA IPyT X04eT YOUTh ero, noo B MOCe/-
Hee BpeMsi APUCTOH BCE 0OJIbIIie IOHUMAJI, YTO OH COBEPILICHHO
He 3HaeT Dmmist. C KakapIM THEM OH y3HaBaJl 0 HEM BCE OOJTb-
111e, Terepb OH 3HAJI, YTO €ro JPYr MOXKeT ObITh HEe TOJBKO J00-
PBIM U JIACKOBBIM AJIEKCaHIPOM, KOTOPBIH BEIET ce0s Kak Majioe
JIUTS U BCEM HAJIOEAEeT CBOUM ToBeAeHueM. Het. It1o nmnepa-
Top. IloBenutens. CamMblii MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM YeoBeK. OAHOrO
€ro JKecTa XBaTaeT, YTOOBI JIMIINThL YEJIOBEKA JKU3HMU. A TOCIe
UTpbl APUCTOH TeNepb elIE U y3Hal, YTO )KECTOKOCTD JIOCTABJISIET
UMIIepaTopy YAOBOJIbCTBHE, PAAOCTh. MOXET, OH Oy/lIeT CMesiTh-
s TaKKe, Korjaa OH, ApUCTOH, OynieT Ka3HEH?



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
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Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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