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IIpoJior

l'ony6oe HeGO HAMOMKUHAIO OKeaH, KOTOPbIN BUCE HaJl TOJIOBOM U HOPOBKJI YIIACTh HA 3eMJIIO.
Ho 310 6bLT HE 10K Tb, OTHIONb. XOTh U MOPOW KA3aJIOCh, YTO YTO-TO KamaeT CBEPXY, YTO-TO TEIJIOe
WM JIaXe XOJOJHOE, OT 3TOT0 «JIOXKAS» ObLTM CMEIIaHHBIE YYBCTBA. DTO ObUIM COJHEYHbIC JTyUH.
Ecnu nonro cMoTpeTs Ha COJTHEYHBIN TUCK, TO B [NIa3aX HEBOJIBHO MOSBIISUIUCH YEPHBIE MYILIKU. DTH
MYIIIKH KaK pa3-TaKu U HAOMHWHAJIM COOOM YTO-TO TIOIOOUE TOKIA.

YetoBek, TIOXOKHUI HA OTINENIBHUKA, C KYy4epsiBOM OOPOIOH U KyAPSBBIMH, PYCHIMHU BOJIOCAMH,
KOTOPbIE Ha COJIHLIE KA3aJIUCh 30JI0TBIMU, & B TEHH — TEMHBIMU, MOJTYa co3epuai. OH cMOTpes Ha 3TOT
HeOecHbI okead. OH OO MOpE, HO TaMm, TJie OH XKWJI, MOPsI He ObUTO. BbUT JIUIIL HEOOBITION U3Y-
MPY/IHBIH TPy, BOIa KOTOPOro OblJTa HACTOJIBKO YHUCTOM, YTO B HEMl MOXKXHO ObLIO YBHETh MaJIeHb-
KHX pBIOOK U MOJBOAHBIE, Mafkue Kamymku. OT mpyaa UCXoquiia MpUsATHAS MPoxJiaga, OT KOTOpOn
Ka3aJI0Ch HE TaK jKapKo, Kak Ha caMoM jejie. V6o neHb OblT BOUCTUHY 3HOWHBIM. BechbMa, 3HOWHBIM.

OTIieTbHUK MOAHSIICS € 3eJIEHOU TPaBbl U OTPSIXHYJI MOJ0J CBOETO I1JIaThsl. DTO ObUIA JUIMHHAS
TYHHKA ¢ pykaBamu. Koraa-To, BO3MOXHO, OHa Oblia Oefasi, Ho ceiuac e€ 1BeT ObUT CephbiM, IIBET —
CUMBOJIM3UPYIOIIUH, IETIPeccrIo U cTpecc. YenoBek yopasl pyKH 3a CIIMHY U 33yMUYUBO ITOBEPHYII
TOJIOBY, CMOTpsI BCE Tyna ke — B HeOeca. OH CJIOBHO TBITAJICS HAlTH B HEOE OTBET, CJIOBHO MCKAJ
Omnumrt, 100 HeOO cerogHsi ObUIO HACKOJIBKO YKCTHIM, YTO Jaxe J{Boperr OOroB, Mo CyTH, JOJKEH
o1 BusieH. Ho Huikoro. Hukoro, kpoMe 4yaek, KOTOpble MPUJIETENN CI0fIa, YTOOBI TIOECTh PhIObI U3
MPO3PAvYHOro 03epa, Ha Hebe He ObLIO.

YenoBek NMOTYNMII B30p BHU3, CJIOBHO pa304apOBABIIMCH B YEM-TO. OH CHOBA ITPUCEIT HA TPABY
1 B3[0XHYJ1. TpaBa Oblla CBETIO-3€1EHOM, MATKOM U cBekeld. OHa CUMBOJIM3UPOBAJIA BECHY, OHA
cUMBOJIM3UpoBaia 6oruHio I'elo. Bo3MoXkHO, STOT 3€NEHBIN JIYT SIBJISUICS YacThi0 OAEsIHUSI OOTMHU
3emJl. Bripouem, KTO-TO MOXET MOAyMaTh, YTO 3TO OpeJ CyMacIleIIero Wid KOUyHCTBO, HO Tak
WA MHAYe, STU MBICIHU MPUHAIJIEKAIN OTILEIbHUKY.

Hernopnanéky nacnack 6enast Koobuika. E€ HOrM ObUTH CTPOWHBIMU Y JIJTMHHBIMU, HATOMUHAIO-
1IMe HOTM XeHIIMHB. OHa CTOsIa TaK rPAalMO3HO M TaK apUCTOKpaTtuyHo. Ha conHie 3ta nomanpb
HaroMUHaJIa reraca. PsjoM Haxomuiack HeOOJbIas otapa KyapsiBbix oBeil. OHM ObUTM TIOXOXH Ha
MYIIMCTBIE 00JIaKa, KOTOPbIE CIYCTHJIVCH ¢ Hebec.

A KTO Xe Tako#, 31oT oTmesbHuK? Ero kapue riasza Obuii JOOpPbIMU, He 37T00HBIMU, & B3LJISI
CIIOKOMHBIM. V3pe/ka Ha Jiuiie MosBIIsuIach qeTckas yiabioka. OH Obut onuH. [IpeObiBast B TapMOHHMA
¢ npuponoil. U kaxercs, eMmy NpUHOCUIIO YIOBOJILCTBUE, ITO OIMHOYECTBO.

Kro oH...Yenosek? bor? Mnu npocto, BUAEHLE. . .



C. PobuncoH. «Hacnenuuk nmmneparopa 2»

I'naBa 1. HoBbiit Apyr

«Cuacrtbe. .. Bbl Korma-HIOYIb 3ayMBIBINCH, YTO ke ITO Takoe — cyacThe? BesycioBHO, Ha
STOT BONPOC HET €AMHOTO MHEHUSs1, MO0 KaXIbli YeJIOBeK MOHMMAET ero no-ceoemy. HaBeproe, Bcé
3aBHCHT OT ypOBHS XU3HU. Eciu Thl OeHsT, 1iedeil, Oe3/IapHuK, TO TBOE CYACThe 3aKJII0YACTCS B
TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh OOTaThIM, MM XOTsI OBl UMETh JIOCTATOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO JAEHEr, YTOObI XOTsI Obl
obecreunTs cedst KWIbEM U enoit. [a, ans 6efHsAKa cyacThe — ITO HACBHIThCS BOCTAJb, BO3MOXKHO,
KTO-TO 00 9TOM TOJIbKO ¥ MeuTaeT. Bbl TOJIbKO TOCMOTPHTE Ha STUX HEeCYacTHBIX. Bbl Korma-H1OYb
BUJIEJIM TOJICTOTO Oe3/IapHUKA, TOJbKO YecTHo? $1, Hanpumep, Het. Koraa s1 BiepBbie yBuzen oe3mnap-
HHMKa OH OBbLT MOXOX HAa MEPTBEIIa, 51 U BIPaB/y TOIAA CHJIBHO HMCITyraics. MHe Ka3anoch, 4To KTO-
To cOexan u3 napcrea Auna! Ho He Oynem yxomuth oT Tembl. Kak 1 yke roBOprII, y KaXIoro pas-
HbIE MOHATHSA cyacTbs. EC/M B3ATh NaTpUIMEB — 3HATHBIX KBUPUTOB, TO OHU BUAAT CYACThE TOJBKO
B JIBYX BellaX — BJACTh U JEHbIM. BO3MOXHO, KOHEYHO, €CTh U T€, KTO IIPOCTO MEUTAET O JIIOOBH,
O JETAX, CEMBM WJIM JJI1 KOTO-TO CYACTBE — 3TO JeJiaTh ApPYyrux cyacriavsee? OJHAKO, BCE Takxke
3aBUCUT OT HPABCTBEHHBIX YCTOEB M BOCIIMTaHUs1, Kak roBopui Mapk ABpesnii — TOBOJbCTBOBATHCS
HY’KHO HEOOXOIMMBIM, MJIbIM. I yke He TOBOpIO PO paboB, KOTOPBIE BUIAT CYACThe — B CBOOOIE.
Pazymeercs, 11 KOro-to pabel — OOBIKHOBEHHAs! BElllb, KOTOPYIO JIMIIUTD KU3HHU TaK e MPOCTO,
Kak, HarpuMmep, yOuTh TapakaHa.

JL71s1 MeHsI ke cuacThbe, ITO MPEeke BCEro — MOKO», — Pa3MBIILISAT APUCTOH, JIEXA B 4yTyYHHOU
BaHHe, HaIlOJIHEHHOH ropsiueil Bosioi. «IIpryéM Mokoii, KOTOpbIi 3aKII0YaeTCsl B 3HAHUM U YOeXKAEH-
HOCTH B TOM, YTO TBOH JIpy3bs1 KUBBI M 310POBBI. [10KOI — 3HAYMT O3MATEKHOCTh, YMUPOTBOPEHHUE,
MOKOW AYIIEBHBIA U IOKON (PU3UYECKUIA.»

— Tel yro Tam nenaenib? — Pa3jnancsa HEOKMIAHHO MYXKCKOH rosoc 3a asepbio. — Urpaens co
CBOUM JPYKKOM?

INocne ckazaHHOTO, YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIH CTOST 32 JBEPbIO 'POMKO paccmesuics. [Ipuyém cMmestiics
OH He ofuH. BbIJIo CIIBIIITHO e/1Ba yaoBUMOe cnadoe XMXUKaHbe I0HOIM. OH SIBHO HE XOTeN OOUIETh
ApucTOHa, HO cepKaTh CBOM CMEX OKa3aJoCh HAMHOTO CJIOJKHEE, YeM COXPAHUTh CyOOpPIMHALIUIO
ME>X/1y TOCIIOIMHOM Y BOJIBHOOTITYIIEHHUKOM.

— O 6oru, AHTHOX, DMIITHIA, Y BAC CIIMIIIKOM U3BpaIEHHAs (paHTa3Msl, 5 BCETO JIUIIb Pa3MBbIIII-
JISII0 O )KU3HU, — OTBETUJT APUCTOH.

— Oro, «3T10 €10» MBI YK€ Tak HasbiBaeM? — Cpocrl DMWINK U €IIE IPOMYE PACCMESIICH.

C TOro 3;110c4aCcTHOrO NMPUKJIIOYEHNS] MUHYJ yKEe MecAL. 3a 3T0 BpeMs UMIIEpaTop DMUWINN
BMECTE CO CBOMM HACJISAHUKOM M JIy4IIIUM JIPyTOM A PUCTOHOM, a TaKkKe ObIBIINM paboM AHTHOXOM,
BEpHYJIUCh BOCBOsicH B PuM. Paszymeercs, Ypcyne n Agpuany npuIioch HOKUHYTh CTONULLY, JIMIUb
MOTOMY, YTO ApUCTOH BepHycsl. Eciim AprcToH BepHyJcs, CieloBaTesbHO, UMIieparop Oosee He
HYKJQJICS B COBEeTaX AnpuaHa. MexIy npoduM, ApUCTOH ObUI CHJIBHO YMBJIEH, KOTJa y3HAJI, YTO
9TU HEroJsiM CHOBA 3aHMMaJIM CBOE INpekHee NoJIokeHue Bo Jsople. Ho nosegeHue nmmneparopa B
OTCYTCTBUE APHCTOHA ObUIO BIIOJHE OOBSICHUMO, IT0O9TOMY APUCTOH HE 3JIMJICSA Ha HEro, BIIPOYEM,
OH He MMeJl IIpaBa Ha Hero 3/IUThCA.

Yro ke Kacaetcss AHTHOXa, TO DMIIMIA OTHOCHIICS K HEMY JIOSUTBHO | XkasoBal. F160 nMeHHO
OH crac ApUCTOHA OH HEMHUHYEMOW CMEPTH MO AJIAIIMM COIHIEM B COIEHON MOPCKOH Boze. Pasy-
MeeTcs1, UMIIepaTop He Ha3HauMII ObIBIIEro pada Ha OTBETCTBEHHYIO TOCYAAPCTBEHHYIO IOJKHOCTh U
He cJieJiall ero Le3apeM, Ho TeM He MEeHee, OH JKHJI BO JIBOPIIE, B OT/IEJIbHOW KOMHATE, PAJOM C BOJIb-
HOOTIyIEeHHUKOM KaTtoHOoM. MaJslpuMK CTasl MOMOIIHMKOM IJIABHOTO MPOKYpaTtopa JBOpLA, KOTO-
PBIF IMeJT BJIACTh HAJl BceMH padamu. Bripouem, crapuky KatoHy oueHb cumnatiusrpoBasl AHTHOX,
NoCJIeIHN ObUT OYeHb BHUMATEIBbHBIM, OTBETCTBEHHBIM M TPYIOMIOOMBBIM, UTO HEJNIb3s1 CKa3aTh O
ABOPLIOBOM YeJIsIIU, KOTOPAsi COBEPLIEHHO pa30aioBasach.
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Ho npeumy1iiectBo cBoero ciyxeHus, AHTHOX BCE ke 0TAaBai ApucToHy. OH HACTOJIBKO YacTo
K HEMY XOIWJI, YTO DMUJIMNA HauMHAJ pPEeBHOBaTh. PaHHee AHTHOX MPUCITYKHBAJI UCKITIOUUTEIBHO
ApUCTOHY, KOTOPBIH, BIPOYEM, OCBOOOIMII €r0 IaBHO OT TaKOH 00s3aHHOCTH, HO TIOCIIE UMIIepaTop
cliesiall TaK, YTOObl OBIBIIHIA pad ¥ HACJETHUK BUJIEIMCh HAMHOTO Pexke MPekKHEro.

O camoy6wuiictBe Kucchl, cBoel jkeHbl, APUCTOH He 3HaJI, [IOTOMY M ObUT Oe3MEepHO CUaCTIIUB.
Pebenka oHa ycnena poauTh, 3TO ObLIa YylecHas JEBOYKA, C 3€JEHBIMU I71a3aMH, KaK y MaTepu U
30JIOTHIMU KYJPSIIKAMHU KaK y OTIa. DMUIMN PElIl COYMHUTD JIKE-UCTOPUIO, YTOObI HE TPABMHU-
poBath ApucroHa. OH cMOTpes Ha Hero, BUAEN ero OJecK B I71a3ax, BUJEN, KaK OH CUacT/IMB U He
XOTeJI pa3pylarh eMy KU3Hb TUIOXUMHU HOBOCTSMU. OH 3HaJ, YTO APHCTOH 9TOTO HE BBIHECET, TEM
OoJiee MaJTBUMK CTOJIBKO BCETO MEPekiI, ObLT B TUICHY, HECKOJIBKO pa3 MmodekJjall CMepTh, TIOXY/Iel,
TIOKPBUICS IIpAMaMH, BUAET THOENb COOTEUECTBEHHUKOB, UTO TI0 CYTH, JOJDKEH ObUT JIMOO COUTH C
yMa, MO0 3aKaJIUTh CBOM MTAK XKEJE3HbIA XapakTep. DMWIMHN He 3Hal, KaK UMEHHO OTpearupyer
ApucTtoH, HO OH He xoTen TepsATh ero. CHoBa. [Toatomy oH pacckaszan emy, uto Kucca tak paso-
37IMJIaCh TIOCTIe yXoa ApPHCTOHA Ha BOWHY, YTO pelniia MOKMHYTh PUM u yexasa B AJleKCaHApHIO.
Pebenka ona ocraBuiia Ha nonedeHue uibaapa, 160, CMOTpsi Ha A04Yb, OHA BUjENA B HEW CBOETO
myxa. [TokuayB PuM, oHa 3a6paina ¢ codoit paboB, mpofasia BUILTY, XO3MCTBO, HalllIa cede Ooraroro
¥ 3HATHOTO aJIeKCaHAPHIATIA 1 BBIIIUIA 32 Hero 3amysK. Celiyac KUBET CYaCTIIMBO U MPOKJIUHAET )KU3Hb
B Pume. [Ivupnap Takoke perivi NoKUHYTh PuM u yexan k pouepu. Jlynanapuii npogaiy.

B neiictButensHOCTH, Mibaap U BpaBay peri yexatb B Ajnekcanapuio. OH He Mor Oosnee
KHUTh B CTOJIUIIE, OH OBUI CJIUIIKOM CTap, YTOOBI MPOJIOJIKATh JIepXkKaTh MyOJUIHBIN oM. Bcé emy
HaromuHaI0 0 Kucce. OH xoten 3a0parh BHYUKY, HO 110 MIPUKa3y UMIieparopa peOEHKa 3a0paiu BO
asopell. Juibaapy ke BBIISTMIN JEHBI'M Ha PAacXolbl B AJIEKCAHAPHIO, HO OH MPUHIUIHNATIBHO OT
HUX OTKa3aJicsl.

APpUCTOH CHaYajIa He IOBEPUJI B 3TY, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, aOCYpAHYIO UCTOPUIO, HO DMUJIMIA J1aKe
HaHST ¥ TIOAKYTIWJI JIKe-CBUAETeNIel, KOTOpble MOATBEPAWIIN ero cjioBa. Boneii-HeBosed, ApucToHy
MIPUIILJIOCH TIPUHSATH 3TY JIOKb 32 UCTUHY. OJTHAKO, OH HE OCY:KAAJ JKeHY 3a CTOJIb MOMJIBIA OCTYIOK
1 He 31WIcs. DT0 e€ MyTh, IJIaBHOE IJIs Hero ObLIo, uToObl Kucca Obta cuacTiivBa.

Jloub OH He cTaJl Ha3bIBaTh B UuecTh KHCChI, Ha3BaJl B 4eCTh CBOEH MOruoIeid Mmatepr — AHacTa-
cueit. [Toka MasblIIKa HaXOAWIACh IO KOHTPOJIEM CHEIOK. DTO ObLIM Jy4IlIe MOJIOfble PaObIHMU,
KOTOpbIe KOPMUJIA €€ CBOMM TI'PYJHBIM MOJOKOM. [IprdéM, MOJIOKO Takxke J0KHO ObUIO OBITh JIyd-
1iee, ecu peOeHOK IJIakal, YInoTpeossis ero, 3HAYMT MOJIOKO TOPbKOE U TOTrAa paObIHIO BBITOHSLIH
Y CMEHSUTH Ha JpYTyIo.

APpUCTOH peaKo Mocena CBOIO 104b, YTO HeJIb3s1 CKa3aTh 00 UMIIepaTope, KOTOPHIM TO U JeJI0,
YTO CIOCIOKAJICS ¢ Hel 1 urpai. OH BUJeN B IEBOYKE CBOETO JIpyra.

ApucTtoH, 0OpeTs TOKOM, COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3HAJ, YTO K€ JeJIaTh Jasbiine? BoiHb HET, KO3He
Y MHTPUT BO JBOPILIE TOKE, 3arOBOPOB HE HamMevaeTcs1, Bce cuacTBbl? CIHIIIKOM MOI03PUTENBHO,
OCTaJIOCh BBISICHUTh BCE JIM TaK Ha CAMOM JIeJie.

&k

Nmneparop pe3ko oTKpbuT raza. [1oTonok ObUT yKpallieH THPIISTHION U3 1BETOB M BEJIUKOJIETI-
Hou (hpeckoit. Ha ppecke Obita m3o0paxeHa JieByIika ¢ koimioM. KOHas 1eBuIa, ¢ 3eIEHPIMHA TJ1a-
3aMH U KallITAHOBBIMU BOJIOCaMH, Kak y Kucchl. ..

C Tex nop, Kak BepHYJICsI APUCTOH, DMIIUI HE MOT CITIOKOMHO crath. Kaxayio Houb eMy CHU-
Jmch KommMapsel. B atux kommvapax Obita Kucca. OHa ¢ ykopoM cMoTpesia Ha MMITepaTopa, JIEka B
nocte. E€ nuiio Ob110 671eIHBIM, OCYHYBIIIMMCS, KaK TOT/IA, KOT/1a IMWINN BUIEI €€ B ITOCTIeJHUN
pa3. OH TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO €ro TOTJAIIHUI BU3UT NOKAET €l Ha MOJIb3Y, OJHAKO CIyYWJIOCh TO, YETO

7
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He oxwuan HuKTo. OHa MokoHumIa ¢ codoi. Ho moueMy 00 3ToM y3HaIM TOJIBKO yTpoM? [louemy
PaObIHU, KOTOPBIE ICHHO U HOIITHO CUJIENTU PSIIOM CO CBOEH TOCTIOKOM 3TOro He 3aMeTHn? A, MOXeT,
9TO OHM e€ yousm?

Nmneparop He Buzen mépteyto Kuccy. OH He cMmor npuiity Ha e€ noxopoHsl. EMy ka3zanocs,
YTO TO OH BUHOBAT B € cMepTH. Bo3MokHO, ecii Obl OH 3a0palt e€ BO ABOpeEL, ITOro Obl HEe TPO-
n3omwio. OT JKU, KOTOPYIO OH MPErogHEC APUCTOHY, CTAHOBUJIOCH eé Xyxke. OH mbITajcs yoeauThb
ce0s1, 4TO OH JIeJIaeT MPaBUIILHO, HO JIOXKb — 9TO TaKas Belllb, KOTOPasi PAaHO WJIM MO3/IHO BCIUIBIBET
Hapyxky. 1 uto Torna? ApuctoH He MPOCTUT DMUIKS.

Pazymeercs, nMriepatop crapajicsi TIIATeJIbHO CKPbIBaTh CBOM UyBCTBA. APHCTOH CIMIIKOM
YYTKHI ¥ BCErja BUIMT, KOTJa KOMY-TO TPYCTHO U 1jIoxo. Ho DMuinii Haydwicsi He MOKa3bIBaTh
cBo€ rctTuHHOe Jinio. OH Bcerga cpaBHUBAJ ce0s C aKTEPOM M 4acTO BBICTYTIAN Ha CIIEHE B TeaTpe.
[epen apy3bsiMu OH — OE3yMHBIN U BBDKMBIIMI U3 yMa Becesb4ak. [lepes ceHatopaMu — CTPOruid
umrneparop. Ilepen padamu — cripaBeUTUBbINA U TyMaHHBIH rocrioauH. [lepen camum codoit — ycTaB-
NI OT KU3HU CTApHK.

C nerctBa ero cuutanu crnabOyMHBIM M HE BOCIIPUHMMAIU BCephE3. Be€, uTto OH roBopui,
B3pOCIIBIE CUMTANIM 32 Ope]] CyMacIIeAero. SMUINNA MOHsUI, YTO ObITh AypaykoM B IJa3ax JIofeH
HAMHOTO JTy4Iiie U 6e3omacHee, yeM ObITh caMuM coOor. Ecii paHbliie, HaJl HUIM BCe NU3MBIBAJIUCH U
JKECTOKO YHVIKAJIH, BHICTABIISIS HA TTOCMEIIIUIIIE, TO MPU3HAB CIa00YMHBIM, TIEPECTaI C HUM U BOBCE
KOHTaKTUPOBaTh. Pazymeercs, ObUTM BpeMeHa, KOT/ja ero MpHIaliaig Ha Pa3JHOBAHUS U TIUPbI, HO
JIMIIb B KAYECTBE, MOKHO CKa3aTh, ypOla, HaJl KOTOPHIM MOKHO CMEJIO ITOU3/IeBATHCS M OPOCUTH Mapy
OCKOpOJIEHMH 1 NIYTOK B ero aapec. Ecim BcomunTh nmmnepatopa Kiapaus, To rpu Bl1acTBOBaHUU
Kanurysel HaJ cCTapiKOM Tak:ke M3MBIBAIMCH U TIOTEIAINCE, TPUHY KA UTPaTh €ro podib miyta. s
MUK Ke POJTb «IITyTa» ObUIA CaMOM MOMYJISIPHON U M3MI00eHHOH. EMy ObIJIO IPUSATHO MPUHOCUTD
JHOISIM CMeX U Becellbe, BIIPOUEM, 3Has1, UTO BCE CMEIOTCS HaJl HUM, a He HaJl er0 HeJIeNbIMU [Ty TKaMH.

SOMUIMH, KaK 4eJI0BeK, MPUBBIKIINNA UTPaTh Ha MyOJIUKY, HYXJaJCs BO BHUMAHUM U TIOXBAJIE,
Cpeny CBOMX MPUOMAKEHHBIX OH 003aBENICS JIbCTEIAMH M TTOTAMH, KOTOPbIe TIOCBSIIIAN eMy Judu-
pamMObI 1 ctrxu. OH MOHMMAJ, YTO OHHU BCE JDKEIIbl, HO OHU 3TO AENAJIU, YTOOBI YTOAUTHh UMIIEPaTopy.
Bor u ceityac, dmuimii neitancs yroqiutbe Apuctony. Ero yoxs Obuta Bo Oaro.

— Bainie aBrycreiiiiiecTBo, Bbl IPOCHYJIUCH, — CKa3asl cTapik KaToH, KOTOPBIN MEJIEHHO Tpu-
OTKPbUI JBEPb U BOIIEN BOBHYTPb CHAJIbHH.

CraprK NOOIIEN K OKHY M PaCKpbUI 3aHABECKH, IMyCTUB B KOMHATY COJTHEUHbIE JIyuu. Vmrie-
paTop HEAOBOJIBHO 3aKPBUI JIMIIO OIESJIOM U IMPOpPBIYall YTO-TO cede Tof HOC.

— Bae aBrycreiiiecTBo, BcTaBaite, y Bac CEroHs MHOTO Jiell.

— INouyemy, Katon, 51 He Mory craTh 10 TeX 1op, MoKa He yMpy Bo cHe? — CripocHiI uMImeparop.
Katon He cras emy oTBedaTh. ITO ObLJT PUTOPUIECKUI BOIIPOC, HE TPeOYIOIIUI OTBeTa.

— C tex nop, kak BbI cocanu Octopusi 1 AJjpuaHa, BaM MPUXOIUTCS OTBEYaTh 3a TOCYIapCTBEH-
HBIE JieJ1a caMoCTosITeNbHO. K ToMy e BbI orpaHuau/Iv nojsHoMourst CeHara u Teriepb Bbl BBITIOJTHS-
eTe TIpe/ICTaBUTEIIbHBIC U OpraHU3AIMOHHBIE (DYHKITHUH.

— MHe cnenyer 00 3TOM OPa3MBICTUTh, — IIPOTOBOPHIT DMUITHA.

3aBTpakana UMIEpaTop BMECTe CO CBOMM Jipyrom — ApuctoHoM. Ceiiuac ApUCTOH MO-TIpex-
HEMY BBITIOJTH ST (DYHKIIMHU TJIABHOT'O COBETHUKA U TIOMOTaJl UMITEPaTOpPy B FOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX JIejax.
APpUCTOH 1iepecTas eCTb 1 HEKOTOPO€E BpeMs MOolua CMOTpeJT Ha DMUJIHS.

— YUtoObl THI 3HAJ, MOM MIJIBIA JIPYKOUEK-TIMPOKOUEK, CMOTPETh Ha JIOJeH, KOrJa OHH elsT
— MPU3HAK HEBEKECTBAa U HEOOPA30BAHHOCTH, — C YIPEKOM MPOrOBOPUI DMUIMNA U OTIOKHIT TOTY-
MycTylo Tapesiky. — Cunraio, 4To ecTh — 3TO JIe/I0 MHTUMHOe. B crnenmytonmii pa3 s 6yny obenats B
O/INHOYECTBE.

— JIpyr Moii, s1 BOBCce He XOTell TeOs1 0OUIeTh, — OTBETHII APHUCTOH. — §1 MPOCTO 3aMETUJI, YTO
THI 4eM—TO 03a004eH. MOXeT, Thl XO4elllb 00 3TOM MOTOBOPHTH ?
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— 41 npocro He BeIcniaiicsA, ApUcTOH. bilarogapio 3a BHUMaHKe, HO Thl IIPEKPACHO 3HAEIIIb, YTO
MeHSI TOIIHUT OT 3a00THI.

OMUIMI yIpIOHYJICS, 1aBasi MOHATh, YTO OH IIyTUT. APUCTOH ycMexHyJIcs. CKOJIBKO I0HOIIA
€ro NOMHUT, UMIIEpaToOp BCE BPEMs OTHEKMBAETCS OT JYIIEBHBIX pa3sroBopoB. OH TaKOI CKPBITHBIN,
3araJIouHbId U HEMPUCTYMHbIA. VIMEHHO 3TH KauecTBa Aejajii ero MHTEPECHBIM, JKeJJaHHbIM. XOTe-
JIOCh pa3rajath €ro TaiHy, y3HaTh, KTO OH TAKOW. DMIJTUI ObLT MHTPUTYIOITMM YesioBeKoM. OH Haro-
MUHAJ LIUTa/IeNb, 32 KOTOPOW CKPhIBAJIOCh HEUTO MpEeKpacHoe U 3aBopaxuBawiiee. OH ObUT BOILIO-
nieHueM Oora st ApucroHa. JIlo6oBb — ecThb xkenanue. YToOsl Tedst OO — HEOOXOAUMO CTaTh
TAUHCTBEHHBIM, CKPBITHBIM M HEAOCTYIHBIM. VIMEHHO TBOSI HEAOCATAEMOCTb MOPOXKAAET KETaHHE.
Bynpb TauHCTBEHHBIM, Oyb XKesnaHHbIM. OTcroa MpUAET U TI0OO0Bb.

Nmneparop oTBEN B3MIAL U 3aAyMAJICS. APUCTOH CIOBHO BUIUT €r0 HACKBO3b. BUAMT, Kak
MMIIepaTopa 4TO-TO IVIOKET, CHEAeT W Pa3phIBAET €ro rpyab W3HYTpU. BUIUT ero BHyTpeHHME
AyLIEBHbIE CTPAJaHUsl, O KOTOPBIX MPABUTEb CAMOW MOTYHIECTBEHHOW B MUPE UMIIEPUM HE MOXET
HUKOMY TIOBE/IaTh, pa3Be uTo caMomy cebe. C Tex rmop, Kak ApPHUCTOH BEPHYJICA, BCE M3MEHUIIOCh. He
TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOP, HO U, Ka3aJloCh, BeCh PrM. UTo-TO OBLIO HE TaK, YEro-To He XBaTajio, HO ApUCTOH
HE IOHUMAJ1, YerO UMEHHO.

[Nocne GpuTaHCKOM BOMHBI APHUCTOH BCE emIE He MOHMUMAJ, MEPTB OH WM UB. BcE Tak ObIcTpO
Y CTUXUIHO MTPOUCXOIUIIO, COOBITHSI CMEHSUTUCH OJJHO 32 IpyruM. BoT OH Ha BOiiHE, a BOT U B IUIEHY.
O nomumn 06pa3 noyepu Myiipenaxa Martsl. [TomHM, HO cMyTHO. [la, TO, YTO TPOU3OIILIO Y HETO
Ha 171a3ax ObUIo y)acHo. Ho emmé yxxacHee ObUIO TO, YTO OH OBUI B pa3jiyKe C JTIOOUMBIM JIPYTOM —
AOmummeM. OH CIUIIKOM ObUT 03a004€H UMIIEpaTOpOM, UTO MBICIM O PrMe 3amonoHum ero B3op u
HE TI03BOJISUIM YBUETh TY PE3HIO B TOT CaMblii IeHb. [IeHb, Koraa OH CHOBa cTajl CBOOOIHBIM M BHOBb
nonas B 1yieH. B mien k pumisiHaMm. Kto Bcé-Taku cTpaliHee U yKacHee — pUMJISIHE WM KeJIbThl?
W tex, u apyrux B To BpeMs 0OysJI0 YyBCTBO HEHABHUCTU M Bo3Me3aus. U Tex, U Opyrux ABUTANIO
JKeJIJaHue OTOMCTUTD JPYT APYTy 32 OOUIBI U CTPAJaHus1, KOTOPbIE OHU ITPUHECIU ce0e OecyeIoBeYHO-
CThIO 1 paBHOAYIMeM. Ponuteneid Myiipenaxa yorIu puMcKre CoaThl. 1o noodyamio Myiipenaxa
coOparh apMHUIO 1 TIONTH BOWHOM Ha Bech pUMCKHIA Hapon. Ho Henb3st cymuTh 0 BCEM Hapoze JIUIIIb
0 Ky4YKe HeOOpa30BaHHBIX TIIYMIIOB, KOTOPBIX OOTM paHO WJIM TIO3[JHO CAMU HAKaXKYT 32 UX TPEXH.

MecTp 1 HEHaBUCTD...DTU YyBCTBa JIENAIOT HAC YYJOBUIIIAMU. 3a MOJTyYEHHbIE CTpaJaHus U
00MIy MBI KaK MTPABUJIO MBITAEMCSI TPOYYUTDb HETrofisieB, 3a0bIBasi O TOM, YTO CAMHM K€ YIOI00sieMcs
9TUM HerossiM. HeoOxonumo HayunThest pomiath. Takoe yMeHue — 3TO Jap, KOTOPBIH caesaeT Teos
yesioBeKOM. CUaCTIIMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

&k

INocne 3aBTpaka uMIepatop DMUINN 3aHJICA FOCYIapPCTBEHHBIMU Jies1aMu. Jla rocyaapcTBeH-
HbIE JIeJIa He TepraT omiaratesnbcTBa. CHavaaa MMIeEpaTop pem pa3o0parbh MUChbMa MOAJAHHBIX,
B 9TUX IMHMCbMax OH BUAC YCJIOBCUCCKUE CTPAJaHHA. Ounu ObuIH ITPOHUKHYTBI OOJIBI0 U HNCKPECHHO-
CTBIO. DTH MUCbMA ITPUHAJIEKATN PA3INYHBIM COCIOBHAM, KaK MPABUIIO, MX MTUCAIH TIE0EH — JIIOH
CTpaXxAylIMEe U UMYX CIIACEHUEC. U cnacenus onu BUACIH TOJBKO B OJHOM — B I'YMAaHHOCTHU U
CIIpaBeJIMBOCTH nmreparopa dmuins. CTpaxaylye YIOBaId Ha BHUMaHue U JOOPYIO BOJIO Ipa-
BUTEIIA, 10O JINIIDL HUMIIEpATOP MOTI" CITIaCTU UX KHU3Hb.

ITucarenu He CTeCHSIIUCH CBOMX YYBCTB, OHU MBITAIUCH ITOKA3aTh YUTATECII0 UICTUHHOC I10JIO0-
KeHue JeJ1. 11 KOoro-To BO3MOKHO MUCATh JIENENy Ha aJipec MPpaBUTENIsl CAMOU MOTYLIECTBEHHBIN
B MHUPE€ UMIICpUN OEeCYeCTHO U HCHOCTOﬁHO, N KTO-TO BO3MOXHO IMPEAIOYECII OBl HOFI/I6HYTB nim
CMUPHUTBCS C HEJIETKOU CynpOOoi, Hy KTO-TO MPOCTO OTPUHYJI BCE CBOU MPUHIIMIBI U YOEKIASHUS,
HACTOJIBKO KeJIaeT CIeJIaTh CBOIO XKU3Hb JIydllle 1 JIerye, YTO BCEro-HaBCero Mo3adbul MOHATHE YECTH.

9
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ITO MOXHO OOBSCHUTH. TaKMX JIIO/IE HE CTOUT OCYkIaTh, OO TO BCETO JIMIIb MHCTHHKT CAMOCO-
XpaHEeHUsI.

Bo3morkHO yauBuTeNIEH TOT (hakT, YTO UMIEPATOPy NOMAAAIOT MUChbMa Hanpsimyo. Tem Oonee
TAKOTO MHTUMHOTO COAEpXaHWs. B OCHOBHOM JIIOAM KaJOBAJIUCh HA TOJOA, MPUYMHONW KOTOPOTO
cTaJia Ipoliemias BoiHa. Bech rocynapctBeHHbIN OokeT Pruma Obl1 M3pacxoqoBaH Ha KaMITaHHIo, a
Takke Ha TpuyM. [la, 6e3ycnoBHO, mpodiaeMamu riedca JOKHBI 3aHUMAThCSI MArUCTPAThl M HAPO[I-
Hble TPUOYHBI, HO HUKaK He ummneparop. Ho Bcex JOMKHOCTHBIX JIMI] B TOM YKCIIE KOHCYJIOB U MTPO-
KOHCYJIOB UMIIEPATOP, (PUTYPaIbHO BBIPAXKAsCh YHUUTOXKMII, KOO BCe OHM OBUTH ITPEJaHBI €T0 CYTpyre
VYpcysie u ObIBILIEMY COBETHUKY ApraHy. Pazymeercsi, oH He Mor oBepsATh uM. [locemy nmmneparop
BO3JIOKUIT Ha ce0s1 9TO OpeMsl, B TO BpeMsI KaK JIMIa ¥ OpraHbl PeJCTABUTEILHON U UCTIOTHUTETbHOM
BJIACTH CUUTAIIMCH (pOpMaIbHOCTBIO. Be3ycioBHO, Maructparsl U B ToM urcie CeHar ObUTH 037100-
JIEHBI HAa UMIIepaTopa M y HUX ObUIM BCE OCHOBaHM S HaYaTh MsATe:X. 1 oHM Obl HaUaIM, ey Obl UMEITH
JOCTaTOYHBIE PECYPCHI U TOJJIEPKKY MTPeTOprUaHcKoi reapany. Ho reapaus Obuia mpenaHa uMiiepa-
TOpPY ¥ ero HachaeqHuKy. M 3Ta nmpegaHHOCTh Oblia Herokosiebuma. [Ipuuem Ha cTOpoHe UMIiepaTropa
HAXOJWJIACh HE TOJIBKO IBAP/Msi M PUMCKHE JIETHUOHBI, HO 1 HAPOJ, KOTOPBII MCKPEHHE JIIOWJI aBrycTa
ero MPUEMHOTrO ChiHa APHUCTOHA.

Ceityac uMInepaTop BHIIOIHS (PYHKLIMU U TOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO CEKpETaps, U apXuBapuyca.
Pazymeercs, 0 mpomuion KuU3HH, MOJTHOW Becesbsl, OECIIEYHOCTH U 3a00T, KOTOPOU OH JKWJI paHbIle
10 TpefaTeNbcTBa AJpuaHa, eMy MPUIILIOCh 3a0bITh. 3a 3TO BpeMsi UMIIEpaToOp CUIIBHO TOCTapes 1
noxyaesn. I Muputbcst OH ¢ 3TUM He codupaicsi. Ho 0 cBouX 3aMbIC/Iax OH MOKa YTO HE MPEMUHYT
KOMY-JINOO COOOIIUTb.

MmmiepaTop CcHsIT MeTaIMUeCKUe OUYKH M OTJIOKHUIT CTOIIKY IHCEM Ha Kpai CToJa, 32 KOTOPhIM
OH cHJie. DMUIIMI IPOTep I71a3a M YCTaIO B3I0XHYI. APECTOBaH CHJIEI PSIOM, MOAJIE CBOETO UMIIe-
paropa B MaJICHbKOW KOMHATYIIKE JIApAPUH, CBITUIIUIIIE JIsi CEMEHHBIX OOrOB, KOTOPasi HAXOIMIIACH
3a TPOHHBIM 3aJI0M — Ayna perus. Mosonoi MykurHa ¢ octpoBa Kugepa 3amerns U3HypEHHOCTD
Y YCTaJIOCTh UMIIEPaTOpA.

— To1 B nopsike? — Cripocut ApUCTOH, TIOAOWAS C3aA1 K DMUITHUIO.

OH MONOXWJI CBOM CHJIbHBIE PYKM MMIIEpATOpy Ha TUIEYM M Hayajl MEJIEHHO MacCHpPOBATh
CIUHY. DMITHH KpaeM Ty0 n300pa3ul ybIOKY 1 TIOJIOKII CBOIO JIAZIOHh APUCTOHY Ha THUTBHYIO CTO-
POHY PYKH, POCS MPEKPATUTh MACCAK.

Wmmnepatop TsKe0 NOIHSIICA CO CTYJIa, CIIOBHO TUTaH, JePKaBIIMN HA CBOUX MOTYYHX IIJIedax
3eMJII0 U MOJIOKKB PYKH 3a CIIMHY, MOJIYa 3aliaraji cTapyeckoi MOXOIKOM 10 MpaMopy B TPOHHBIN
3a1. OH 11€1, He TIOJIHUMAsi HOT, BCE BpeMsl IIapKasi CaHAATUsIMHU 10 MOy, CO3/1aBasi HEMPUSITHBIN
3ByK. APHCTOH TIOCJIEZIOBJT 32 HUM, THITasCh HE OTCTaBaTh U B TO € BpeMsl He oOroHsats. [loka
OH IIEN PSAOM, OH TIBITAJICS 3arISTHYTh DMUJIMIO B I71a3a U PACIO3HATh ero 4yBcTBa. Ho nummeparop
HApOYHO OTBOpaurBajcs. HakoHell, nMriepaTop OCTaHOBUJICS BO3JIE OKHA.

— Hapon ronogaer, — cnyctsi MUHYTY 3aroBopuil aBryct. — Conjarsl U3Mmy4eHsl BoHOM. CeHar
MeHs1 HeHaBUIUT. C Tex Mop, Kak s1 OOJOKUII UX HAJIOTOM U ype3as MOJTHOMOYHMSI, OI0[KEeT rocyaap-
CTBa JIOJUKEH OBbUT B pa3bl yBeIMUUThCs. B uéMm npobdnema? B kazHauee? Bo mue? Yro 51 nenaio He
Tak? Ha npomuioii Heesne TOpProBbie Cy[a MPUBE3JH B TIOPT IBECTH MEIIKOB MIIeHUIbl. Bo3HMKaeT
BOIIPOC, TJie XJ1e0, KOTOPBIM JOJKHBI ObUTM CHAOAUTH HApom. Sl opraHu3oBa OeCIUIaTHYIO pa3ziady
MPOBHAHTA IJIsI MAJIOMMYIIMX — CYXO(PYKThI, 3epHO, T/ie 3T0 BcE? [louemMy 3TH HecuacTHbIE JHOOH
CMEIOT MHe, TIPaBUTEI0, CETOBaTh Ha royiof? S crapaiock BCE Jenarh paau cBoero Hapoma. S 3a0o-
Yych O HEM, KaK OTel] 3a00TUThCS O CBOMX JeTsaX. Ho BMecTo 61arogapHoCTH, OHM AEP3KO JITYT MHE
1 TpeOyIoT 30i10Ta. Sl coBepiIeHHO M30aI0Bajl CBOM HAPO/.

DMUIHNA 3aMOJTIa, cCoOMpasich ¢ MbicasasMu. Ho ApuctoH mepeOu ero.

— ABrycT, — CKa3aJ OH ¥ MOBEPHYJICS K UMIIEPATOpPy JUIOM. — Thl — MPEKPaCHBI MPaBUTEb,
3Ha# 310. Ho mpobOnema He B TeOe. Jlomu He CTaHyT IPOCTO TaK MUCATH O CBOMX MPOOJIEeMax caMOMy
uMIepaTopy. Y HHUX SIBHO ObLIM BECKME MPUYMHBI OOPATUTHCS UIMEHHO K TeOe. B Kypun mapcTByer
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KOPPYIIIHS, KOTOpYIo 0e3 yHuUTOXeHus1 Bcero CeHata He UCKOpeHUTbh. M3-3a Haslora, KOTOPBIM ThI
OOJIOXMIT CEHATOPOB, Ja0bI MOMOIHUTh TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIH OIOIIKET, OHM BBIHY K/IEHbI BOPOBATb, UTOOBI
BbUKUTDH. [lOKa THI AEpXKMINb UX HA MOBOIKE, UX PYKH cBs3aHbl. [lomymaii Hax TeM, 4TOOBI XOTb
YaCTUYHO BEPHYTb UCIIOTHUTENBHYIO BlacTh CeHaTy ¥ OrpaHMYUTh MOHAPXUIO. A UTO ke KacaeTcs
HECYACTHBIX, YTO MUIIYT TeOe O roojie — TO sl He JyMalo, YTO OHH JryT. BO3MOXHO, TOT, KTO OTBET-
CTBEHEH 3a pa3Javy MPOBUAHTA, 3I0YNOTPEOsIsSeT CBOUMH MOTHOMOYHUSIMUA U MOPUT HAPO TOJIOIOM
B KOPBICTHBIX 11es1s1X. CeHat XoueT BepHyTh ce0e BJIacTh, criesaath PUM — pecryOnmKoil, Kak B ObUTbIe
BpEeMeHa, U OHU CIeJIaloT BCE, YTOObI CBEPrHYTh TeOsI C MPECToIa.

—TOoMy He ObIBaTh, APUCTOH, — OTBETHJI TBEPIO UMITEPATOP U IEMOHCTPATUBHO ITOHSLI TTAJIel
BBEpPX, UEM-TO cefiuac HarloMuHas cKyJablTypy OkTaBuana Asrycra. — [Ioka nperopuaHiisl Ha MOe
CTOpPOHE, MSITeXK MHE He CTpallleH.

— Bor umeHHo, — ckazan ApuctoH. — W ceHatopam 310 m3BectHOo. Ho Hapox — 310 Takike
OTJIMYHOE OpyXue, ecnu uM Biajeet CeHar. OHM UMEIOT HAMEpPEHUE TIOCEesITh HEHABUCTh U pa3BesiTh
J0O0Bb, KOTOPYIO CeUac MCIBITHIBAET HAPOJ IO OTHOIIEHHIO K TeOe. [onoaHblii Hapoa — crenaer
BCE, UTOOBI CIIacTH ceOsl — Jaxe MonaeT ¢ oruémM u MeuoMm Ha Ilanatun. Jlaxe néc, cnocoOeH checTh
COOCTBEHHOTO X03s5IMHa, eciy rosioieH. OHU MPSYYT WM BOBCE YHUUTOXKAIOT MEIIKH ¢ 3epHOM. Bo3-
MOXHO, JIa)Xe CKYMAIOT €ro Ha PhIHKAX y MpoAaBLoB. [TookeHre TeM caMbIM HaKaJseTcsl.

— I'xm, 3HakoMast cutyanvst Oblia BO BpeMeHa nipaBiienust Tubepus Kinasaus Llesaps, — npo-
KOMMEHTHPOBAJI DMIIHIA, TIOYecaB B 33yMUMBOCTH Oopomy. — f Obl cKa3asl, TUIIMYHBINA CITydail.
Cawmblii T€rkuil crocoO CBepKeHM UMITEpaTopa ¢ PECcTosia — UCTIONh30BaTh MTPOTUB HETO COOCTBEH-
HBII HApO/I.

Nmmneparop 3aropeics B m1a3ax 1 yJaslOHysIcs. Jloragku ApucToHa MOJHSIA €My HaCTPOCHHE.

— Cnacu6o 3a nonaepxky, ApuctoH. Tel cMoOr yOeauTh MEHs, 4TO 51 He MPUYACTeH KO BCEM
6emam B Moe cTpane. S paj, 4To Tl CHOBa CO MHOM, MOH JPYT.

SMuuil 00HST APUCTOHA 32 TUICUH.

— 51 obs13aTenbHO MOAYMalo HaJl TBOUMH CIIOBAMH.

— Moxer, KBunHT 3aiiMércsi paccienoBanueM 3aropopa? — Crnpocusi APUCTOH U XOTeN YKe
M03BaTh €ro, HO DMWINN OCTAHOBUII €T0 KECTOM PYKHU.

— Her, ne crour.

— Ho nouemy? KBUHT OTJIMUHBIN CBIIIUK.

SMUIMI OTOMIEN OT OKHA M CHOBA TOJIOKHJT PYKH 32 CITUHY. APHUCTOH Xk JJaJl OTBETA, IPOIOJIKAS
CTOSITh Ha MPEKHEM MeCTe.

CrycTst MUHYTY pa3MBIIIUICHUS U OECIEIbHOM XOAbObI 110 32Ty, UMITEPATOP OCTAHOBHIICS BO3JIE
ApuCTOHA U BIIOXHYJI, IPUTOTOBUBIIIMCH OTBETUTD. [J1a3a ero cMoTpey BHU3.

—4...4, — ummepaTop Konedascs 1 He MOT TBEPIIO OTBETUTH. A PUCTOH HAKJIOHUJ FOJIOBY HaOOK,
MIBITASCh B3MISIHYTh MMITEpaTopy B Ia3a. — 51 cam 3aiiMych pacciienoBanveM. KBUHT OHaXKIBI yKe
MCKaJI MTpe/iaTesisi, YTO MOKYIIAJICS Ha TBOIO X13Hb. HO OH Tak M He HaIEN ero, XOTsl BCEM M3BECTHO,
YTO 3TO ObIJIa MOS JkeHa. OHA CHOBAa MOXET OBITh TPUYACTHA K 3TOMY.

— DMUIUT, Tl HE CITBIIIUIIL MEHsI, — TOBBICKII rosioc ApuctoH. — Lentypron Keuntunmii nosn-
KeH 3TUM 3aHATbcs. OH TBOH Ipyr. B kpaiiHeM cityyae, Thl MOKELIb MOJI0KUTHCS HA MEHS, U 1 3ail-
MYyCh pacciegoBanueM. Thl, BUIUMO, 3a0bL1, KTO Thl TAKOU. Torna nmo3Bosib HAMOMHUTb, ThI — MMITE-
parop. ¥V Teds ecTb MOAJAHHbIC, CIIYTH, COJIATHI, y TeOs ecTh Hapod. Ho Tkl Xo4eltb KHUTh KU3HBIO
OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPHIM CTABUT CBOEH IIEJIbI0 — B3BAIUTh HA CBOM TUICUH UYKHUE MPOOIEMBI U
JeJath JIofIeN cyacTIvBee.

— BBITh MOXeT, 9T0 MOE npeHa3HaYeHre. BhITh MOXKeT, O0TH MoCIai MeHs B STOT MUP UIMEHHO
C 9TOM 1eNbI0. [IpUHOCUTS JIIO/ISIM CUaCThe.
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— Tel He Mucyc, He cTpakaynmid 4eJoBeK, He XKpell U He BecTasKa'!*, ;KM3Hb KOTOPHIX MOJTHA
JIMIIEHWA W CaMOTOKepTBOBaHUsA. Thl — mmmeparop. Thl KUBENIb, YTOOBI BHYIIATh JIOMSAM TIOM-
IEPKKY, 00eCrednTh UM 3aIUTY 1 )KU3Hb B TBOEH cTpaHe. UYTOOBI OBITh T€M, paai KOTOPOTO XOUYeTCs
KUTh U TEM, pajld KOTOPOro MOXHO ymMepeThb. Thl — otell Haml. Thl 10JKeH oOeperath CBOMX JieTeit
U CIIeqUTh 32 OJIarococTosiHieM B cBoelt crpaHe. Ho ocraibHble (DyHKIIMM — MCHOMHSIOT TBOM TO[-
nannble. [lonannable 471 TOTO ¥ HYXHBI, YTOOBI OONIErYUTh TBOKO KM3Hb U MO3BOJIUTH 3aHUMAThCS
MUPCKUMH JiesiaMuy. BricTynail Ha coOpaHuu B KypuH, IIepei HAPOAOM, YUYACTBYH B KEPTBOIPUHOILIE-
HUM, YCTpauBai Urpsbl, Mpa3IHECTBa, pa3gaBail MOHETH U ey. sKuBH B 10OBH cBoero Hapopa. byap
CUACTJIUB.

— Tol x0uemb ckazaThb, YTO 51 BCETO JIMIIb JIULO? — VI3yMIIICS] MIMITEpATOp U IO IPUBBIUKE HATYJT
ryObl. — Eciiu Tl TOBOpUIIIB, UTO 51 OTEI] — TO s AOJDKEH BecTu cedst Kak oTel]. Ho kakoil HopMasbHBIH
POIUTENIL CMOXET CMOTPETh, KaK MX JIeTel OOMKAIOT M MOPAT rosiofoM? B To Bpems Kak s — vmrie-
parop, €M U Mbl0 BAOCTaJb. 3aKOHYWIUCh T€ BpEMEHA, KOI/la MUPOM IIpaBu AJIpyaH U MOs1 Cylpyra
VYpcyna. Onu yoenuim MeHs1, YTO B CTPaHe BCE XOPOIIO M BCE JKHMBYT TaK ke CYACTIIMBO, KaK U s, He
3Hag 3a00T. Ho BUAMMO, 3TO HE TaK.

— Bractp tomkHa npuHaIeKaTh BBEPEHHBIM TeOe oM. TBOUM Ipy3bsiM.

SDMWIMN YCMEXHYJICS U IOCMOTpET Ha APUCTOHA.

— ¥V MeHs Het Apy3ei. Sl HUKOMY He JOBEpSIIO.

— Haxe mue?

SOMUIMI XMBIKHYN M ¢71a00 KMBHYI. B rmasax ApucroHa mosBuiack neyasib. Torga Mumii
MOCHELINII €TO YCIIOKOUTb.

— Bonee Toro, Mol MUJIBIH, 51 He JOBEPSIO Jaxe camoMmy cele.

Nmrieparop noxJionan ApyCToHa 110 IIJIeYy U HalpaBUIICs IPOYb.

&k

Jla nmriepatop dMunuii HUKoMy He noBepsil. Ero MoxHO Ob10 moHATh. CHavasia ero cynpyra
VYpcyina, KoTopasi, Ka3ajaoch Obl, ObUIa caMbIM OJM3KMM Y€JIOBEKOM U JIPyroM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OKa-
3aJ1ach MpeaTeabHUIeH. 3aTeM ero COBETHUK AJIpuaH, KOTOPOTro MMITEpaTop 3HAJT BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb.
VAUBUTENBHO TO, UTO YEJIOBEK JOBEPSIET KOMY-TO, CUUTAET €r0 CBOUM JAPYTOM, CEMbEN, eMy KaKeTcs,
YTO OH €ro 3HaeT, Be[jb OH BCE BpeMs PsIOM, MOAAEPKUBaeT TeOsl, yTellaer, Korjaa Tede mioxo —
OH psIOM, Korja TeOe Becesio — OH psigoM. OH He TOJBKO TBOU JIPYT — OH TBOUM Opar, TBOSI CecTpa,
TBOU OTeIl ¥ TBOSI MaTh. Thl yBEpPEH B BEPHOCTU CBOETO JPYTra, Thl YOSK/IEH, UTO OH TeOsl HUKOrJa He
npeaact. OTHAKO HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIIO Thl Obl HU 3HAJI CBOETO OJIM3KOT0, OH CIIOCOOEH BOH3UTH TeOe
HOX B CIIMHY, I/I6O HUKTO HEC MOXKET PaCliO3HaTb MCTUHHBIC YYBCTBA W ITOMBICJIBI YEJIOBEKA, JIMIIb
6oraM U3BECTHO, YTO TBOPUTCA y HEro B rosioBe. [103ToMy Henb3si HUKOMY JIOBEPSTh, YTOOBI TIOTOM
He KaJeThb, HeOOXOIMMO Bceria ObITh TOTOBBIM K MPEAaTeIbCTRY.

Nmneparop DMunmii He 3HaJ, YTO TAKOE UCTUHHAS JIpyk0a 1 moOoBb. OH He BepusI B CyIIle-
CTBOBaHME JIAHHBIX CJIOB U CUMTAJT MX MYCTHIMU 3BYKaMU is ceOsi. be3ycnoBHO, Korna-To oH Joou
U UMeJl py3ei, HarpuMmep, B Jmie HeHTypuoHa KBWHTaA, HO cefiyac mociie TOoro Kak Bech Pum
TonIes MPOTHB HEro, M Kk Ibli Tiebel 3a OyxaHKy xJyieba OblT CHOCOOSH Ha yOMICTBO MMITEPaTopa,
OH ITOHAJI, YTO B ME€pax NpeaAOCTOPOKHOCTHU OH NOJIKEH 6bITI) MPOHHUIATEJIbHBIM, IMOJO3PHUTE/IbHBIM,
AOTOUIHBIM, BUAETDb Y€JIOBEKA UBHYTPU, UICKATh B HEM CH216OCTI/I, N3bAHBI 1 HEAOCTATKU, ‘ITO6I)I IIOTOM
npu HCO6XOIII/IMOCTI/I HCIIOJIb30BATh UX ITPOTUB HETO XKE. 403180041 CJIOBaMH, HUKOMY HE IIOBCprI.

APpPUCTOH MOKMHYJI 3aJ1 IOCJIE YXOJIa UMIIepaTopa 1 pelIniI HABECTUTD Ipyra AHTHOXa. AHTHOX
TEM BpeMEHEeM HaxOAWJICS B JIEBOM Kpblie JBOpIa BMecTe ¢ pabamu. [1o myTu ApHUCTOH BCTPETUIT
crapuka Karona.

1" XKpua Goruem Bectst
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Crapuk yabIOHYJICS IOHOMY 11€3apI0 U TIOKJIOHUJICS.

— 3npasctByiite, Lle3aps. Bbl, BepHo, uiure cBoero apyra?

APUCTOH KUBHYJI U HAYaJl OIJISIABIBATHCS.

KaTton monua ykaszan ApsIXJiol pyKOW B CTOPOHY KOMHAThI JOYepU ApPHUCTOHA — AHACTaCHUU.
Morsonoi oTelt c1a00 yCIIbIIA JeTCKU 1ad.

— Bbl 1aBHO He nocelaiy CBOIO 104b, — YIPEKHYJI €ro BOIBHOOTITYIIIEHHUK. — OHa yxe, HaBep-
HOe, 3a0bU1a Bac.

ApuctoH nokpacten. OH He JIIOOWT eTel, X BEYHBIN I1J1a4, ONOpoXHeHue, 0one3nn. OHu B
BpeMs TpedOyIoT k cebe BHUMaHue. Llezapk He BepuJ1, 4To OH ObUT TakuM Xke. [1a, 3T0 OblIa ero 104b,
ero KpoBb W €ro Haclie/lie, HO OHA HaroMuHaa eMy ObiBInyIo cyrnpyry Kuccy. HeBonbHO, OH Bcé
ke ObLT OOMKEeH Ha e€ TIOCTYIOK, KOTOPBIM OHA SIKOOBI coBepimia. Bo3MokHO, Korja AHacTacust
BBIPACTHT, OHA TaK ke, Kak U e€ MaTh COSXKUT B AJISKCAHIPUIO WK TOTO Xy’kKe CTaHeT KypPTU3aHKOM.
Ho ApuctoH 3HaJ1, 4TO OH 3TOrO HE JOIYCTHT.

OH MeyieHHO TIOIOMIEN K KOMHATe W JEPHYJ 3a ABEpHYIO pydky. [IBepb He ObLia 3amepra.
3aiiis B TYCKJIYI0 KOMHATy, APUCTOH YBUJEN CTOSLIETro Mojie okHa AHTHOXa. B kpoBaTtke AHacTa-
CUU HE 0Ka3aJioCh.

AHTHOX, BUJMMO, HE YCJIbIIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO BOWIET B KOMHATY M [0 CHX IOp HE 0OEpHYJICH.
OH CTOSIJT 1 HEMHOT'O MPUTAHIIOBBIBAT HOraMu. Tuxo, coBceM MIEMOTOM, OH IeJ1 Ha IPeyeckoM. ITa
ObLTa KOJIBIOETThHAS.

B ronoBe HEBOJIBHO HAYaM TOSBIATHCS BOCMOMHHAHHSA. ['OBOPAT, UTO XOPOIIHE COOBITHS
3aIIOMUHAIOTCS YEJIOBEKY B KPACOYHBIX TOHAX, a IUIoXKe — B cepbIX. Cellyac ApUCTOH BUJIE LIBETHYIO
KapTuHKy. OH BHJEN MaTh, KOTOpas yKJIablBajia ero cnarb. [Ioka oH xkuj1 BMecTe C kKeHIIMHAMU OH
CUMTAJI 3TO BPEMsI CaMbIM CYACTIMBBIM. DTO U ObLJIO AETCTBO. MaThb Kak1ylo HOUb CHeNa Ha TIo(sIKe
PAIOM CO CBOMMU JIeThMU | Tiesia. E€ ronoc emy He 3a0bITh. U 3Ty TIecHIO TOXe.

IOH®I# 11e3app ynbiOHyACS. OH He 3HaJ, Kak ObITh OTLIOM, OH He ObUT K 3ToMy roToB. He 3Hau,
KaK BOCITUTHIBATH, KaK YUHUTh, KaK KOPMHTh. DTO feBoUKa. OH ObLT yOek/1EH, uTo poautcs chiH. ChIH,
KOTOPOTo OH BOCIUTaeT BOMHOM. KoToporo oH OyzieT TpeHupoBaTh C MEJIEHOK, YTOOBI TOT CTaJl CHITb-
HBIM Y TTPEKPACHBIM (DEXTOBAIBIIUKOM. A 3aTeéM OH MOWAET CIYKUTh B 3BaHUU Oduliepa B JIETUOH
1 3aKOJIET CBOEro MEPBOTro Bpara.

«O 60ru,» — mogyman ApuctoH. — I ceituac paccyxnamn, Kak cBou otell. [Ltanupyio Oymyiee
IJIs1 CBOETro peOEHKa M He Jal0 pacTiopsiKaThCsi COOCTBEHHOM JKHM3HBIO MO0 CBOEMY pasymelo. A eciu
MOSI I0Yb HE 3aX0YeT BBIXOIUTh 3aMyXk 3a Hemooumoro? U toxke cOSKUT MOAOOHO CBOEMY OTIy B
1oHOCTH. COEKUT K TIPOCTOMIONMHY, M OHU BMeCTe pelliaT MOKMHYTh PuM. 3aTeM ux cXBaTAT MUPATHL.
[Mapus yObIoT, a €€ mpoaaayT B pabCTBO.»

APHCTOH OT yAMBJICHUSI aXHYJI U TYT K€ TIPUKPBUT POT PyKOH, 60s1Ch pa30yauTh 1o4b. Ho aToro
XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI AHTHOX YCIIBIITIAT €ro.

BriBmuii pad ot vicnyra ¥ HEOXKUIAHHOCTH UyTh HE YPOHUIT peOEHKA Ha TIOJI. APUCTOH To0e-
a1, YTOOBI YCTIOKOUTh AHTHOXA.

— I'ocrioguH, BBl MEH HaIlyrajii, — HIENOTOM IPOrOBOPUII AHTHOX.

Tomoc ero okpen u cran eme 6osee My ecTBeHHbIM. Koria-To MArkue 4epThl JMiia CTau rpy-
ObIMU U ocTphiMH. Ha nmiie nosiBuiack cnabasi meTruHa. ApUCcTOH HEMHOTO TI03aBUI0Ba apyry. 6o
B cBOM 17 OH BCE emé BBITTIAACNT KSHOMOJOOHBIM IOHIIOM, Y KOTOPOTO MOYTH HEe PACTyT BOJOCH Ha
nvie. Teno AHTHOXa TOXe OKperuio. PaHbIie OH ObUT XyIbIM U TOHKUM, HU3EHbKUM MaJTbUHIIKOM,
ceiyac e OH BBICOKMI M MYCKYJIMCTbI MyunHa. HaBepHoe, *K13Hb 3acTaBUIa €ro paHoO MOB3pOC-
JIETh.

ApUCTOH MocMOTpes Ha peOEHKA M MOJTYa TTOMPOCKJT TIepejaTh CBEPTOK eMy. AHTHOX ITOBUHO-
BaJIcsl. AHacTacus CaJIKO MPUUMOKHYJIA CBOM TOJICTEHbKHE, PO30BEHbKHE I'YOKM M OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a.
W3-niopr ozesiyia BhUIe3asia cBeTiask Kyapsiika Bojioc. [71a3a e€ ObUIM CBETIO-3e/IEHOTO 1BeTa. YBU-
IeB OTIIa, PeOEHOK HEPBHO 3alIEBENUIICS, MBITAsICh OCBOOOAUTHCS OT NeIEHOK. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
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MaJIblllIKa ¢ HSUMOBEPHOU 1 He TIPUCYIIEH 1Sl He€ CUJION U MOIIIbI0, CpakaeTcsl KyJlakaMy M HOraMU
C IUIOTHOW TKaHBIO.

— Jla oHa HacTosIwMiA OOerl, — MPOKOMMEHTUPOBaI ApucToH. — Kak 1 e€ Mats.

— BeIpacTur, craHeT aMa30HKOM, — Oy T AHTHOX U TYT € 3aMOJT4aJl, yBUJEB HEJOBOIBCTBO
ApucToHa.

OH He xoTes, 4TOObl €ro J0Yb CTaja MYKeMoJOOHOW BOUTETBHUIICH KEeHOTOOUTETbHUIICH,
KOTOpasi OyAeT Mpe3uparh MyXKUMH M HUKOI/IA HE BHIMJET 3aMyK.

AmHacracusi, IOHSIB, UTO HE MOKET OCBOOOAUTHCS, OCO3HAIA CBOE TIOPAKEHUE U 3aXHBIKAJIA.

— Tuiue, Tuie, He MJ1a4Yb, — 3aTOBOPUIT JIACKOBO APUCTOH, HO AHACTACHS TOJIbKO YCUJIWIIA CBOW
iay.

Torna AHTHOX MOMTPOCKIT TIepeAaTh peOEHKa eMy B pyKH. HemHOro nomgyman, AprCTOH KUBHYT
Y BBITIOJTHUJI TIPOCBOY Apyra. AHTHOX MpHKasl peOEHKa K IpyI ¥ Ha4al KayaTh, YTO-TO HareBas ceoe
1of1 Hoc. Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT AHAcTacusl epecTala IlakaTh U YCHYIA.

APHCTOH pacCTpOWIICA U pellini MOKUHYTh CMajbHIO. Y BXOJa €My BCTPETHIACh KOPMUJIMLIA.
Omna Tak cnemmia, 4to 4yTh He Bpesasnack B uayiero Llesaps. [lo Bcelr Bugumoctu, AHTHOX €€
MIPUKPBIBAJT U JIAJT TIO3BOJIUTH OTAOXHYTh. YBU/EB APHCTOHA, paObIHS UCITyTaHHO pacKpbuia Iiasa
Y HayaJia JieneTaTb U3BUHEHUsl, HO HACJEQHUK MPECTOsIa KECTOM PYKH IMOMPOCHII €€ MPEeKpaTUTh.
[NoGnaronapus, 0Has paObIHA 3a0paia y AHTHOXa peOEHKA M TIepesIOKKUB B KPOBATKY, CeJia PSIOoM
Y TIPOZIOJUKIIIA C HeW CHAETh. AHTHMOX MONPOIIAJICS C IOHOW paObIHE M BBIIET U3 KOMHAThI BMECTe
C ApUCTOHOM.

APpUCTOH 3aMeTHJI, KaKk AHTHOX CMOTpEJ Ha PaObIHIO U YCMEXHYJICS.

— A s Iymait Tl TIpeANoYnTaeb co0aK, — MOUIYTHUJI APUCTOH M PacCMesICs, IPUKPBIB POT
PYKOW.

AHTHOX Ka3aJI0Ch HE pacciblilian ApPUCTOHA U TPOJOIIKAJ CMOTPETh Ha IBEph criayibHU. Torna
APHCTOH JIETOHBKO YapyJI €ro MO IUIeYy.

—Yr0?..Cobak? O uém 1h17..A? YT0?! Her!

APHCTOH elI€ rpoMYe pacCMesICA HEIOYMEHUI0 AHTHOXA.

— ITO TOBOPHUT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH BIIOOWIICS B IMIIEPATOPA, — MAPUPOBAT AHTHOX U CaMOJIO-
BOJIBHO YXMBUIBHYJICS.

APHCTOH ITOKpacHeNI.

— He npaBaa! D10 BcE HaBeThl! A Hy uau ciona!

AHTHOX cllerka ynapuia ApUCTOHA M TIOOekasl BIIEpE 1o KOPUIopy. APUCTOH PUHYJICS BJIO-
TOHKY MpeciieloBaTh Jpyra.

ApPHUCTOH NIOHMMAJI, YTO AHTHOX LIYyTUT. B Hapozie XOAWJIO MHOIO CIUIETEH O CBA3U MMIIepa-
TOpa ¢ ApucToHOM. Bee roBopuiiy, 4to umneparop Ha3HauMII €ro CBOMM HACJIEIHUKOM, [IOTOMY UTO
ApuctoH BmoOm ero B cedsi. Tombko BO ABOpIIE BCe 3HAIM UCTUHY. BripoyeM, ApUCTOH He OTpH-
1IaJ1 CBOMX YyBCTB K uMrieparopy. OH ero mooua. Ho JoOuTh mpuxoanioch TOMBKO Kak Ipyra v Kak
orra. O GosbilieM OH M AyMaTh He 03BoJIsuI cede. Ho mocie HeraBHero pasroBopa ¢ UMIepaTopom,
APHCTOH y3HAJI, YTO DMUIHIA €My He J0BepsieT. To, pa3yMeeTcs, 3aeJI0 ero 4yBCTBa.

Bckope ApucToH, HaKOHEll, HarHal AHTHOXA, U IPY3bsl OCTAHOBWJINCH. OTABIIIABIINCH, OHU
PacCMesITICh U TTOHSUTH, KaK UM ObLIO XOPOIIO, KOT/Ia OHM TOYHO TaK ke UIPaJId Ha pOJIMHE.

OcCTaHOBWIJIMCh OHU B KOPUJIOPE, KOTOPbIH oropaxusai caj. KooHHbI puaepkuBav HOTOJIOK
1 YepernuyHyIo Kpbinty. Ha ynure Obu1o Terio, a B Hebe yxke CMyTHO BUIHEINCS romymecsil. Ho Obu1o
BCE elE cBenIo. [ 1e-To psAaoM 3a CTeHaMU COJIHLIE 3aXOJUJIO 32 TOPU3OHT.

APHCTOH npuces Ha MPaMOPHYIO JIABOUKY, KOTOPasi CTOs1JIA MO/1JIE XOIOJHOM CTEHbI ¥ IPUKPbLI
rja3za. AHTHOX CEJl PSAJIOM.

— Korpa 4 3akpbiBato rma3a s By Kudepy, — ckazan ApUCTOH, HOCTAIbIUPYsL.

— U ut0 ke 1ol Buauiib? — Cripocust AHTHOX.

APpPHCTOH OTKPBLI IJ1a3a U IOCMOTPENT Ha AHTHOXA.
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— S BuXxy mMope, ero Ja3ypHble BOJHBI, €ro OJecK, OCNETIIAIONINH 171a3a. S Cibliny ero, CIbliry
Yaek, CJIbIIIY BeTep.

— Tel ckyvaemb 1o pogune?

— be3ymMHO, — oTBETHII APUCTOH.

Ha npyroii cropone kopuaopa nokasajcst KpacHasi (purypa u JIBoe mpeTopuaHiieB. ITo MIEN
umneparop. OH Toke pelivi OTIOXHYTh B cajly. YBUIEB APUCTOHA, DMWINN MPUBETIMBO MaXHYII
PYKOH, HO B €r0 CTOPOHY He HaITpaBWJICH, a 3aIIEN B caJl U TaM pa3MecTHICS rojsie (POHTaHa U ABYX
CKYJIBIITY.

AHTHOX CJIeTKa HaIpsrcs.

— A s cmytHO nioMHI0 Kudepy, — 3aroBopust AHTHOX. — EIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO COXPaHWJIOCh Y
MeHS B TaMsTH, TaK 3TO TBOK OTeIl U TBOM Oe3yMHbIE BHIXOAKU. MHe Hekorja OblIo HACTaXIaThCs
KpacoToil octpoBa. JKu3Hb BO JIBOpPIIE — MOE JIy4lliee BOCTIOMUHAHUE.

ApuctoH ¢ couyBcTBUEM OOHsT AHTHOXA. Ecim Obl y Jtioziei He Obu10 3200T M po0OsieM, OHU
Obl, BOBMOXHO, HAKOHEI[ 0OpaTHJIi BHUMaHUE Ha MUP, KOTOPHI UX OKpyxkaeT. OHU Obl KWK, a He
OecrienbHO cymiectBoBau. Hebo, 3emiisi, CONHIIE TpaBa — OHM HE NPUIA0T 3ToMy 3HaueHue. OHU
MIPOCTO XOAST MO KpacoTe, OCIACTUIEHHbIE X1onmoTaMy. Ho Heb3st TOBOPUTH O TOM, YTOOBI BCE JTIOIH
JOJDKHBI OBITh OECTIEYHBIMU, UOO0 B OECIIEYHOCTH KPOeTcsl O€30TBETCTBEHHOCTh Y STOM3M, HO €CJTH Obl
OHM He ObUTH 0OpeMeHeHbl 3200TaMH U TPOOIeMaMu — OHH ObLT Obl HAMHOTO CUacT/IMBee.

Ha HekoTopoe Bpemsi ipy3bsi 3aMOT4aIIi, HaOJIo/1as1 32 TIOBEJEHUEM UMITEpaTopa.

— OH ckazaJ, 4To He JOBepsieT MHE, — MPOU3HEC APUCTOH. — $1 MOMpOCKsI MOMOYb, HO OH OTKa-
3a1. MHe KaxeTcsl, OH B UEM-TO MeHsI MOJ03peBaeT. A UTO eClid 9TO CHOBAa KO3HU AjipuaHa?

— OH mo6uT Tebs1, — oTBeTH AHTHOX. — Eciii OH OTKa3an Tede, 3HAaUMT Ha TO ObLTN TPUYNHBIL.
OH Bcero JIMIIb XO4eT 3alUTUTDb TeOsI.

— He MeHs HyKHO 3allMInaTh, — TBEPIO cKazajl APUCTOH U yKa3aJl NaJbLIEM HA UMIIEpaTopa. —
A ero. 3a 3TOT roj s CTaj CHIbHEe He TOJMBKO (PU3UYECKH, HO U AYXOM. §l cMOTy TOCTOATH 3a ceOsl.
[MocMoTpu Ha HETo — XpyIKoe 1 Oe33alUTHOE JUTsI, KOTOpoe Hykaaercs B 3a0ote. OH HE B COCTOSI-
HUU MIPABUThH CTPAHOM. DTO €My HYXHa 3allluTa, a He MHE.

ApucToH 3amor4ai. AHTHOX He CTal HH4ero oTBevyarb. BMecTo oTBeTa, OH MpOAOIKIIT HAOIO-
JaTh 32 UMIIEPATOPOM.

SDMUIHNA CUIeT Ha KOPTOYKaX BO3Jie pO3bl U ciiein 3a Oadoukoi. Korga 6abouka nepecraia
AEpraTh KPUILIIIKAMH, UMIIEpaTOp MEJIEHHO OITYCTHJI PYKU BHU3, TIHITASICh TIOMMAaTh Oe33alMTHOE
Hacekomoe. Ho Tyt 6abouka pearupyeT  yjeTaeT, OfJHAKO Ha STOT pa3 OHa MOKMHYJA Cajl, TOHSB,
YTO 371eCh el HeT Mokosi. iMmepatop paccTpownicst 1 coOrpaicst BCTaTh, HO TYT ke 3amep. Mex nep-
CHKOBBIX JIepeBbEB TOKa3aslach keHcKas ¢urypa. immeparop cripsATaics 3a KyCThl M 3aHSUT TIO3H-
1o mmyoHa. JleBymika Jiepxkaia B pyKax KyBIIUH U TPaiMO3HO ToMBaia pactenus. E€ teno Obuio
CTPOIHBIM, HOTM HATMMH, TEMHBIE PacITyIIEHHbIE BOJIOCHI JOXO/IMIIM JI0 caMbix O€nep. Kénras TyHuka
OblJTa HACTOJILKO TOHKOH, YTO MIPOCBEUMBAJIA I'PY/Ib JEBYIIKH. [ pynb ObUla yIpyroi v HarloMuHaIa
MIEPCUKH, KOTOPBIE POCIIH B cafy. [leByIlka mocTaBuia KyBIIMH Ha 3eMJTI0 1 3aMepiia. CaoBble ITUIIbI
3amesyiv B YHUCOH Yy/IECHYIO TTecHIO. [leByIlIka HeKOTopoe BpeMsi OE3MOJIBHO CITyIIaja, a 3aTeM 4TO-TO
Hayasia Toxe HareBarb. [lena oHa ot rpyau, MemuieHHo. E€ nenre HanoMuHasio nenue cupensl. Hare-
Basl TIECHIO, OHA BCKOpE HayaJla TaHIeBaTh. TaHIIeBaa OHA TaK ke MPEKPACHO, KaK M resa. IMUIUi
OBbLIT OYapoOBaH eg.

HeoxunanHo, eByiika nepecraia neTh 1 TaHueBarb. OHa CIOBHO 3aMeTHIIa, YTO 3a Hel KTO-
To HaOmonaet. OHa MOBEPHYJIACH JIMIIOM K DMUIHIO U TOCMOTpesIa B ero cTopoHy. OHa cMoTpeJia Ha
HEro Tak BHUMAaTeJIbHO U YKOPU3HEHHO, CIIOBHO MaTh.

DMUIHIA XOTeJT OTBECTH B30P, HO He cMoT. HakoHel1, OH TIOHSJI, 9TO 3TO ObLIa 3a JEBYIIKA. DTO
obita Kucca.

— Ilpoctu! — 3akpuuan dvummii. — 5 He cMor.

JleByIiIka MoBepHYJIach CIIMHOM U MCYesa.
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&k

Kax menno u 6eamamedncro. Teno Opeiighyem Ha 80AHAX NPO3PAUHOU DeKU, KOMOpAs Hecém
mebst 6Hu3 no meuenuro. Booa aackaem mebos u yonaxcaem. Heyorcenu, smo paii?

Nmneparop npuotkpbll Beku. OJHa MOJOBMHA CO3HaHUS BCE ellé Buaena coH. [Ipumnuioch
MOTPATUTh HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI AaTh MO3TY OKOHYATENIBHO MPOCHYThCs. [Ipuas B ceds1, Imu-
i ocMotpesicsi. OH Jiexkan B cBoeid moctean. OKHO ObUTIO OTKPBITO U3-32a kapbl. COJHIIE CIIETTHIIO
B IV1a3a.

Heyxenu, 310 BCE ObUT COH? Y3KacHBIN COH.

— Cnaga Goram, — mporentan MUIMN 1 XOTeJT BCTaTh, HO MOBEPHYBIIMCh HAOOK, 3a/1eN UbE-
TO TeJO.

APpUCTOH TYT K€ TIPOCHYJICSI M YBUJIEB HEJOyMeBalolIee JIMIO UMIIepaTopa, YAbIOHYJICS.

— Ilpuser, — cka3ai 0HbII LIE3apb.

— DM, NPUBET, — OTBETWI UMIIEPATOP BCE €I1I€ HE TOHUMAsI, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. Bo-niepBbIX, OH
HE TTOMHMJI, BO CKOJIBKO BUepa JIET CraTh ¥ Kak J0Opajics A0 CHajbHU, BO-BTOPBIX, UTO, OPK BO3bMH,
nenaet 31ech ApuctoH? HemMHOro nomomimyas, UMIiepaTtop MPOKPSIXTET B KyJIaK U OCTOPOXKHO CITPO-
CHJI, — MBI C TOOOH?..

SMuuil 00BEN MaIbIIeM CBOE HAroe TeJI0 U MPUIOJHSII TYCTYI0 OpOBb.

— Yro? Het! — ApUCTOH TYT e cJie3 C MOCTesId U OPOCHIT JIeXKaIylo Ha CTyJle TYHUKY B PyKU
uMIeparopa.

OH paxe OTBEpHYJCS, KOrja DMWIMI OAEBaJICs, JaBas IOHATb, YTO OH HE MYKEJIOXKELl,
HECMOTPSI Ha €ro 37I0CYaCTHOE MPOIILIOe B JyTlaHAPUH.

Koraa nmmnepatop onesncsi, OH mprcelT Ha Kpail CBOETO JIOKa U B3AOXHYI.

— Benukuit JInGep**, Heyxenu s1 cHoBa ii1? — Cripocuit DMUIIMNA, CXBaTUBIIKCH 32 TOJIOBY.

ApUCTOH MOBEPHYJICS K UMIIEPATOpPY JIUIIOM, MOHSIB, YTO DMUJIMNA 3aKOHYMII ofieBaThcs. OH
MIpUCeN PSIOM U B3SUT UMIIEpaTopa 3a pyKH. Pyku ero ObUTH Kak BCErJa XOJOAHBIMH U MOKPBIMH.
SOMWIMI CHOBA BBIPA3WJI HEIOYMEHHE.

— 4 momoraics o te6s? Tol ceOst cTpaHHO Benenib. — JIMIO ero mposicCHWIOCh. Ero cjioBHO
oceHm10. OH HarHyscs HaJ, APUCTOHOM M €XUIHO MPOIIETTall, — MOHPABHIOCH?

— Thl BUAUMO, CIIMIIIKOM CHJIBHO YAApHWIICS TOJIOBOM, KOI/A MOTEPs CO3ZHAHUE, — CIIOKOMHO
OTBETWJI ApPUCTOH U YOpasl CBOM PYKH.

SMuuil Moirva norpedoBast 00bsicHeHus1. OH Bc€ eme Huuero He moHuMail. Torna ApucToH
TIOJIHSJICS C KPOBATH M BCTAJT HATIPOTHB UMIIEpaTopa.

— Tob1 HUUero He nomHuMIIbL? Buepa Tol oTapixan B cany. [locie, codupasich yXoauTh, Ha TeOs
yIaJl KyCOK uepenuiibl ¢ Kpbii. K cyacteio, Kycok ObLT He OOMBIIOM, ¥ ThI OcTascs KuB. Ho Thl Tak
JOJITO CIaJl, YTO BCE YK€ HAYaJld BOJHOBAThCs. S1 OOsICS, UTO Thl HE MPOCHENIbLCA. MHe XBaTHIIO
MPOIIIOTO pa3a, KOrja Thl HEYIauHO YAl CO CTEHbI U MOTYYIIT COTpsICeHHe MOo3ra u3-3a MeHs. Ecnu
OBl 51 ObLT OOJlee BHUMATeJieH, s1 Obl 3aMETUJT U3bsIH Ha KPHIIIe U 3TOro Obl He clyumiock. [Ipoctu
MEHS.

OMUIMNA (PBIPKHYIT U MaxXHYJ PyKOH.

— IIpuuém 31ech Th, Korga BUHOBaThl padbl. HykHO OyneT Ka3HUTh napy-TPOHKY.

ApuCTOH M3yMUJICA, HE y3HaBasi umniepatopa. HemoHsTHO ObLI0, IIYTUT OH WJIM TOBOPUT BCe-
PBES.

— A! Tlosepun! — Nmneparop pacxoxoTayicsi M TYT K€ 3aCTOHAJI, CXBATUBIIKCH 32 TOJIOBY. —
Bruto Obl 3a0aBHO, eciiv Obl 1 yMep TakoW TIIYMOW W HEeJOCTOWHO cMepThio. Obemail MHe, ecliu

* o
2" Pumckwuii 6Or IIOIOPOINS, 4 TAKKE pasBpaTa.
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YMpY, CHJIsI Ha TOIYKE, Thl BHICTABHIIb MEHS TEPOEM M BCEM CKakelllb, YTO sI MOru0, cracasi 4blo-To
*u3Hb. Torna uctopus He OylIeT HaJI0 MHOW CMEeSIThCS.

APpHCTOH, yITBIOHYBIIIUCH, KUBHYIL.

JlBepp 3ackpuriena U B KOMHaTy Boien KatoH. YBuieB pocHyBILErocs UMIIEpaTopa, CTapuk
o0paloBasICs M TYT e CEPbE3HO 3arOBOPHLT:

— Baine comnnuiennono6ue, st 6e3MepHO paj JIMIEe3peTh BaC B 3[paBHUH, HO CIIEITy HATIOMHHUTD ITPO
3aceqanue CeHara, KOTOpoe ObLJI0 HA3HAYEHO Ha CerOqHS.

— IpokusThe, 3aceqanue!

— OpnHako, eciM Bbl CKBEpHO cedst UyBCTBYeETe, s MepeiaM, YTO COBET MEPEHOCUTCS Ha APYrou
JICHb. ..

— Her, Her, — 3ampoTecToBas MWINI 1 BCKOYMJI C TIOCTeNU. — Benu ceilyac e roToBUTH
HOCWIKM U TOry. BepHee, aBe Toru. ApuUCTOH NOEIET CO MHOWM.

—Yro? — VauBuics ApUCTOH, HO DMUJIHAIA He cTall eMy oTBedaTh. OH CKOPOMAIMTEILHO BhIOE-
JKaJl 32 JBEPb, OCTAaBUB APUCTOHA HACAMHE CO CBOMM HEIOYMEHUEM.

o nopore B Kypuio, APUCTOH OTKa3aJiCsl €XaTh BMECTe C UMIIEPATOPOM Ha HOCHJIKax, MO0 B
HapoJie UTAK BCE CUMTAIOT €ro JTIOOOBHUKOM mpaButesis. [ToaTromy, HafgeB TOPOXHBIA TEMHBIN TLIAII,
B HEYIOOHOW PUMCKOM TOTe Ipask/IaHMHA, OH CHJIeT Ha BOPOHOM KOHE, PSIIOM C IIeHTypruoHOM KBuH-
TUJIEM U APYTMMH PETOPUAHLIAMHU.

ApUCTOH BCE BpeMsl CMOTPEJI HE Ha JIOPOTry, a Ha UMIIEPaToOpa U BCKOPOCTH KBUHT crienan emy
3aMevaHue. ApUCTOH M3-3a 3aHABECOK BUJIEJ, Kak DMuuil nepexvsaeT. C HUIM SIBHO YTO-TO IPOUC-
XOIMT, HO OH IBITAETCS 3TO CKPBITh 0TO BeeX. Ho 3auem? [louemy OH cTaj TaKMM U 4TO IPOU3OLLIO,
Korja oH Obu1 B TUieHy? Bripoyem, KBUHT onpenen€éHHO 3HaI UCTUHY.

— ABTYCT U3MEHWICS], — IPOrOBOPUIJI APUCTOH, 0Opamiasich K HEHTYPUOHY. — Thl €ro Jydrmi
APYT ¥ JOJIKEH ObLT 3TO 3aMETHUTb.

LleHTyprOH MOCMOTpEN Ha HOCUJIKH U YOEIMBIIUChH, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE CIIBIIUT UX, OTBETHII:

— 41 ¢ uMIepaTopoM BHKYCh HAMHOTO pexke, ueM MHe Obl xoTesiochk. Ho na, st oOparuin BHUMa-
HUE Ha €ro NepeMeHYUBOCTb. Ecim no3BOIMTE, TO A BBICKAXy CBOE MHEHME 10 JaHHOMY IIOBOLY —
JIMYHO MHE Ka)KeTCsl, YTO IPUUYMHON SIBJISIETCS 3arpy:KEHHOCTb roCylapCTBEHHbIMU JejaMu. Vmre-
paTop ycTas U He MPUBBIK TaK MHOTO paboTaTh.

— Bo3moskHo, KBUHT, BO3MOkHO. Ho 4 nosarato, 4o Hy:xHO gorpocuts Karona. MHue kaxercs,
OH 3HAET, YTO ITPOUCXOJUT HA CAMOM JIeJIe.

LlenTyproH HanpsArcs ¥ 4yTb HE Bpe3ajicsl B IPOXOXKETO.

— Xotute coBet? — Cripocunt KBUHT 1 He JOKHIASICh OTBETA, MPOJOJIKUIL — 3a0ylIbTe 00 STOM.
He HyxHO HMKOrO J10NpalumBaTh U UCKaTh IpaBly. DTO HE Ballle AeJI0 U UMIIEpaTopy SIBHO HE IOHpa-
BUTCS TO, YeM BBl 3aHUMAaETeCh paau Hero. [l Barero xe Onara.

Hemnoro norozsi, ApucToH yHBIJIO KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM. DTO U BIpaBAy Iuioxas 3ates. Mimmnepa-
TOp OyJeT B 'HEBe, KOIZIa y3HAET, YTO APHUCTOH JOMpAIINBAET ero JUYHbIX cyr. «Haneiocs KBuHT
nmpas...»

Bckope onu nogonumy K riaBHo ruiomaau. VX npuxos, MOXHO cKa3aTb, OCTAJICS IIOYTH HE3a-
MEUEHHBIM, TJIABHBIM 00pa30M, [IIsl CEHATOPOB, KOO Hapo[ ObLT B Kypce MOSIBJICHUSI aBTyCTa B TOPOJIE,
HO Ha YJUBJIEHUE, HUKTO HE KpUyaJl — BUBaT umMiiepatop. OJHako, MHOTHE U3 IPOCTOIOAMHOB IIbITa-
JIMCh TIPOJIE3Th CKBO3b TOJIITY U MPETOPUAHLIEB K MMIIEPATOPCKUM HOCHJIKaM, HO BCE OBUIO TIETHO.

Koraa HocHITKM OCTaHOBWIIMCH TIO[IE KypHUH, HYOUIUIIIBI aKKypaTHO TIOCTABUJIM HOCHIIKU Ha
3eMJII0 U ITIOMOIJIM UMIIEPATOPy BBUIE3TH HAPYKY. APUCTOH YyXKe CJIe3 C KOHS YU MOJI4a KJIajl Jpyra.

— I[poknsiThe, — MPOpBIYAT HEIOBOJIBHO UMIIepaTop U (prIpkHYI. — OTHBIHE U BIpeab s Oyay
Nepe/IBUraTbCsl Ha Jiomaau. Bo3MokHO, Torja Hapod He MOWMET, 4TO Cpeiu HUX umneparop. B
o011emM, HeoOXOIUMO OBITH CKpoMHee !
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[ToanpaBus niathe 1 JuageMy Ha rojoBe, UMIIEpaTop BEJIMYECTBEHHOM MTOXOKOW HaPaBUIICS
BBEPX 10 MPAaMOPHOM JIECTHULIE U TYT K€ HEYKJIIO)KE CIIOTKHYJICA. APUCTOH K CYACThIO, HAXOIUIICS
PAIOM M TIOMOT eMy He yrnacTb. Bmecto OnmaromapHocTv, dMmmmii cHoBa (hrIpkHYI. DBIPKHYI, Kak
ero yoonmas korka Kannabuc.

[TpoBonuB 110 ABEpEH, MPETOPUAHIIBI OCTAHOBMIIMCH. BX0a 17151 conyar ¢ opyxueM ObL1 3ampe-
1éH. Bo3M0OXHO, IMEHHO 110 9TOU IpuYrHe B MapToBcKue Vbl cenatopsl 3apyowmu IOmus Lezaps.

Apucrton HepBHMYAT. BriepBble B ski3HM OH Haxoawics B 3aanun CeHara. Ero Tora Obia Takxe
¢ mypnypHoit nonocoit. Ceiiyac oH ObLT OMTHUM U3 HUX. OH HaJesJICs, YTO CEHATOPhl IPUMYT €ro
PanyIIHo, OO TaK WM MHAUE OH — HACTIEIHUK MTPECTOJIa U K HEMY JIOJKHBI OTHOCHTBCS C IOYTEHHEM.

3amMeTuB BOJIHEHHE APUCTOHA, UMIIEPATOP MOXJIONAJ €ro 1O IUIeYy.

OTKpbIB [NIaBHbIE ABEPU, UMIIEPATOP 0KU1AT YBUIETh, Kak MUHUMYM 500 ceHaTopoB, HO 3aJl
ObLT IPAKTHYECKH MYCTOH. YBHUIIEB MTPUHIIEIICA, HEKOTOPBIE CEHATOPHI TIEPEeCTaI TIeperoBaprBaThCs
Y YKa3bIBaJIM MaJbIIeM Ha UMIIEpPaTopa, MOKa3bIBasi €ro MPUXOJ CBOMM COOECEHUKAM U OCTATIbHBIM
CUATEIbHBIM OTLIaM. HUKTO He o)uaall ero npuxoaa.

— Hy 4ro, Toncroxorsie crapnépsl, He xkaanu? — [ pOMKO CITpOCHJI UMIIEPATOP U PaCXOXOTaJICs
COOCTBEHHBIM CJIOBAM.

APHCTOHY CTajJl0 HEMHOTO CTBIJIHO 32 CBOETrO Jpyra. Tenepb NOHATHO, TOYEMY CEHATOPbl Tak
HEHaBUJAT UMIIiepaTtopa. BMmecTo Toro, 4toOs! APYKUTH C HAMH U COIO3HUYATh, OH CMEETCS Hal HUMH.

— Banmanue kiacc! — CHoBa 00paTHJIcs UMITepaTop K ceHaTopam, MOAHSIB PyKH BBEpX. — YUu-
TeJIb BbI3/IOPOBEJ U 3aHATUS HE OTMEHSIOTCA. YK IPOCTUTE.

ApucCTOH enié cubHee MoKpacHes. X0TeI0Ch MPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MJTIO, JIUIIL Obl HE ObITh
CBHJETENIEM Takoro noszopa. Koraa apy3bsM CTBIJHO 3a CBOETO MPUSITENs, OHU AEJAI0T BUJI, YTO OHU
ero He 3HaloT. Tak u ceiiyac, ApUCTOH MOCHENIHI 3aHATh CBOE MECTO B JIOKE, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MOHSL,
KTO OH Takoi. OJIHaKo, B AEUCTBUTEIBHO, CEHATOPHI BCE TO BPEMsI CMOTpPEJIM OTHIONb HE HA UMIIe-
paropa U ero Hesernoe rnoejaeHue, a Ha Apucrona. Koria oHu 3a1iu, ceHaTophl THIKAIX NaJIbLIEM B
HacjeqHUKa. MHorve u3 HuX He BUEeIUM APUCTOHA BOOYMIO, JIMILb 3HAJIM O HEM IO HABETaM U CIly-
XaM, KOTOpbI€ XOAWJIN B HAPOJIE.

ApucroH 3amenikaics. OH He 3HaJ1, Kyja cecTb. Co BCEX CTOPOH CEHATOPbl BLICOKOMEPHO CMOT-
pEJIM Ha HETO U TYT K€ MePEeroBapuBaIUCh.

«HasepHoe, BopoTaT MO€ mnpomwioe». EMy naxe rnokasanock, 4TO KTO-TO IPOLIENTA] CJIOBO
«KypTH3aH». ITO ero emg OoJbIIe CMyTHJIO.

— XdH, — KPUKHYJ KTO-TO.

APpUCTOH Hayas UCKAaTh MICTOUHKK 3ByKa U TOTIa HE3HAKOMEIT TIOBTOPHJI, 0OpaIasch K Hacue/I-
HUKY. APUCTOH, HAKOHEI], YBUJIEN YeIOoBeKa, KOTOpHIi 3Baj ero. CeHarop mo-100poMy CMOTpes B
ero CTOpOHY U 3BaJl K ceOe xecToM. OKOHUYATeNIbHO, MOHSB, YTO HE3HAKOMEIl 0OpamiaeTcs K Hemy,
APUCTOH MOAOIIEN K CEHATOPY U CeJl PAAOM.

HesnakoMmiiem okazascsi, Ha yIMBJIEHHE, BECbMa MOJIOION My X4HHa. JIeT eMy ObLIO IPUMEPHO
CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIBKO ceituac umrneparopy. BosMoxkHo, naxe meHble. CeHaTtop BbINISIE] SHEPTruy-
HBIM, OOIPBIM ¥ cYaCTIMBBIM. OH CUJIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT OCTAIbHBIX, HABEPHOE, OH 3/1eCh HOBEHBKHIA.
Cujient OH B MEpBOM psifly, Y CTeHbL. BbUIO BUJHO, UTO OH HE HAIIEN OOIIUI s3bIK C CEHATOpaMU U
MPEANOYUTATT OMMHOUYECTBO. B 3TOM OHUM OBUTH MOXO0XKHU C APUCTOHOM.

Mornozioii ceHatop ObUT ¢ TEMHBIMU, BOJTHUCTBIMHM BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPBIE TIOUTH JOXOIWIU JIO
CaMBbIX IIJIeY, C KApUMH, JOOPHIMHU TIJIa3aMH, BHYIIAOIIKE J0BEPHUE U BEChMa CHIIBHBIM TEJIOCIIOXKe-
HUEM. APHUCTOH MOLyMaJl, YTO OH IJIe-TO YK€ BUJEJI 3TOrO YeJIOBEKAa, HO OH HUKaK He MOT BCIIOMHUTb,
1€ UMEHHO.

Me:xay npouum, BO BpeMsl IIpaBJIEHUs UMIIepaTopa DMUJIMS, MOA HA TPUUYECKU KapAUHAIBHO
M3MeHMIach. My KUMHBI HOCUJIM KOPOTKHE OOPOJIBI M JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCH, Kak uMIieparop. Brpouem,
BO BpeMsl npaBjieHnst Afpuana TpasiHa, JTIoau Toxe HOCKIIA OOpOJIBI TIOAOOHO eMy.

OpHako, ceHaToOpsl BCE ke MPUAEPKUBAIUCH TPAJAULIUSM.
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— Mens 30ByT Annuii Ke3oH, — mpou3HEC MOJIOOM YEJIOBEK U MPOTSIHYJI CBOIO PYKY APUCTOHY.

Koraa ApuctoH noxai e€, OH XOTeJI POU3HECTH CBOE UM, HO 3aMsiicsi. OH O0siyICs, €CITM TOT
CEHATOp Y3HAET ero UMsl, OH TYT e NepeCcsIeT OT HEero.

— He BonHyiics, 51 3HaI0, KTO Thl, — HEO)KUJAHHO cKa3an Anmuii Ke3oH.

Apucron ynuBuics. Eciu 9TOT yenoBek 3HaeT, KTO OH, TO ToYeMy OH Tak (haMUJIbSIPHO ceOst
BezIET? BripoyeM, 3Ta mpocToTa B OOIIEHNH €My B HEKOTOPOM CTETIeH! TOJIbKO JIbCTHIIA.

— 51 3mech BriepBbIe U HE 3HAIO, Kak ce0s1 BECTH, — IOCETOBAJI APUCTOH.

— Ecnn yecTHO, 51 TOXke He 3Halo, — IpoluenTan ANnuil 1 yeMexHysics. — VIHoraa s He noHumaro,
YTO 1 37eCh 3a0bLT, KTO BCE 3TH JIIOAU U TJIE 51, OPK modepu?

ApuctoH paccmestics. Brnaromapst Ke3oHy, OH YCITOKOWIICS M 9yBCTBOBaJI ceOsi HAMHOTO yBe-
pEHHee.

B 310 Bpems, umneparop DMWINI HAKOHEIL] 3aHsJI CBOE MECTO B KypYyJIbHOM Kpecie M KJall
TUIIMHBL. CEeHaTOpHI IEPECTAIN NIEPEroBapuBaThCsl 1 BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEIN Ha MTPUHLIETICA.

— Iepexmmuka! — PsBkHY:T ummnepatop u paccMmesuicsi. Ero cMex axoM oTpaxaiicsi 00 CTeHbI
3aiibl. — Kt0 1mkosy nporynusaer?

CenaTopbl 0€3MOJIBCTBOBAJIM M HAPOUYHO HE MOABITPHIBAIM Oe3yMHOMY umrepatopy. Ho Tyt
CJIOBO HEOXKMJIAHHO B3:171 Ke30H.

— Tak kaHuKyIBI ke, IPUHLETIC.

APpHCTOH yIMBJIEHHO IOCMOTpEI cHayasia Ha Ke3oHa, 3atem Ha umneparopa. Mimneparop toxe
He 0oXMJaJl Takou Jep3ocTi. OH NMPUBBIK, YTO €My HUKTO He oTBevaeT. OH HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH/I pac-
CMaTpUBaJI CMEJIbYaKa U 3aTEM IIPOU3HEC, YKE CEPbE3HO:

— Tl em€ kTo Takoi? 4 Teds He TOMHIO.

Ke30H cam010BOIBHO XMBIKHYJT ¥ OTBETUJI CIIOKOIHO:

— Anmnmit Ke30H, Bailie aBrycTeiiiecTBo.

Nmneparop npuiiypuiics ¥ THIKHYJ B HETO MAJIbLEM.

— Annuit Ke3oH, — noBropui umrnepatop. — Tbl MHE HpaBHILIbCH !

MmniepaTop M3MEHWIICS B JIMIE M PAacXOXOTayCsl. APUCTOH B3AOXHYJI. OH ObUT paj, 4To BCE
0001110k 6€3 KPOBOIPOIUTHSI.

— Wrak, custenbHble OTIBI, — HaKOHel oOpartwuiicst uMrieparop. OH HMOTHSUICS C KypYJIBHOTO
KpecJia U 3aX0AuJI 1o 3aity. — $1 mosaraio, 4To MHOTME M3 Bac HE SIBUWIKCH IO MPUYKMHE HOBOCTU O
MOEM HEJJOMOI'aHMH, HO s pajl CJBILATh OT Bac CJIOBA MOAJAEPXKKU. — MIMriepaTtop u3MeHu romioc,
napoaupyst Koro-to: — Baire aBrycTeiiecTso, Mbl 6e3MepHO Pajibl, YTO BbI 37I0POBBI M HE TPECTAIIH
npes 6oramu. OueHs pajbl. Mbl Bac Tak JioouMm!

Ke30H 3aamionupoBai 1 MPUCBUCTHYI B 3HAK OJOOPEHUSI.

— OTMuHas naponus, aBryct! — BeIKpUKHYJI MOJIOOM CEHATop.

Nmnepatop ynbiOHyCs 1 urpuso noamuray1 Kezony. ITocie yero mpogosmkut:

— Bripouewm, s puIiién cioa He AJ1s1 TOro, YTOObI Bac yrpekarb. S mpuién, 4ro0bl HOroBOPUTh
C BaMH O HapoHOM rpodieme, o ronofe! Kak Bbl 3HaeTe, s mpuKkasaj pa3gath O€HBIM TPOBUAHT, HO
KTO-TO, 3JI0yMOTPeOIsisi CBOUMH ITOJTHOMOUYMSAME, MAaHUITYJIUPYET JIOJbMHU M MOPUT UX TOJIOIOM, He
MOYUHSISICE MOMM TIpuKa3aMm. K cioBy, eciii u3 Bac KTO-HHOY/Ib pacroiaraeT JaHHON HH(pOpMaIie,
TO 51 IIPOILLY OAHATH PYKY.

Nmnepatop 3amonyan. CrycTsi MUHYTY, BCE TaK M OCTAIUCh O€3 JBUKEHHUS.

— [Ipunuernc, He xaute, — mporoBopui Ke3oH. — ITH Jikenpl BCE paBHO HE CKAaXKyT BaM IpaBy,
10O caMt 32 ITUM CTOSIT.

CeHaTophbl He CAEPXKAIMCh U HAYaJIM 3allUInaTh ceOsi, OpaHs W OCyk/asi B OIUH TOJI0C MOJIO-
Joro ceHatopa. B 3asie momHsics ryn u kakogonus. Kazanock, Bce ceituac HaOpocsATcst Ha Annus U
pasopByT ero B Kj10oubsd. Ho nMmneparopy noHpaBuiach Takasi CMEJIOCTb CEHATOPA.

— Tummna! — 3akpuyas ummnepaTop 1 3amaxaji pykamu. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT BCE YCIIOKO-
WINACh U CHOBA MPUTOTOBMJIUCH CIylIaTh. — MHe BCE paBHO, KTO U3 BAC 32 TUM CTOMT. S moHMMalo,
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y Bac ecTb BCE OCHOBAaHMS TPABUTh MPOTUB MeHsI Hapol. Ho, s Xody cka3aTh BaM, CHSITEJIbHBIE OTIIbI,
YTO s MPOTUB Bpaxbl. 1 mosToMy, st MpUINEN Cioia He C MYCTHIMUA PyKaMu, a C JapaMu.

CeHaToph! cilerka MpUBCTAIHN, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh «JIapbl», HO B 3aJle HUUEro He ObLIO.

Wmmnepatop 3aKpbUT pyKU U MOAOUIEN K IEPBOMY PSTY.

— OTKpoOi, — cKazaJl uMIiepaTop, oopamasch K crapuky. CTapuk I0ro Msics, He TIOHUMAs,
YTO XOUET OT HEero aBrycT. PsoM cuasiime ¢ HUM CeHaTophl MojIcKa3biBasi eMy. Hakoner, ctapuk
TIOJIO’KUJI CBOM JPSIXJIbIE JIAIOHM HA PyKH UMIIEpAToOpa U OTKPBUI «IIKATYJIKy». B pykax ummneparopa
HHUYEro He ObLIO, U CEHATOPBl HEIOYMEBAJIH.

— Yto TH BUaUIIb, Hoporoi Kypranuii? — O6parusics ummeparop k crapomy ceHatopy. CeHa-
TOP YIUBWJICS, YTO OH IIOMHUT €r0 M.

— Hudero, Baiie aBrycreiiecTso, — OTBETHJI, BOJHYSCh, KypTaHwid.

Wmmnepatop yabIOHyCS 1 MOTIaUII CTapUKa IO BOJIOCAM.

— 371eck Ballia BJ1acTh, — IPOrOBOPUII JIACKOBO UMIIEpaTop. — Baim nonHomouus. §1 Bo3Bpainaio
uXx BaM, Bripeb CeHaT CHOBa SIBJISIETCS] PUMCKUM NapiaaMeHToM. OTBevaiiTe 3a BOSHHBIE JIef1a, 3aKO0-
HOJIaTeJIbHBIE, JeTaiiTe BCE, YTO BaM B3aymaeTcs. Takxke s coOMpaloch YMEHBIIUThH HAJIOT, KOTOPHIH
BBI IJIATHTE U HAZICIOCh, HE BCYE.

CeHnaropbl HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl MOJTUAIA M HE 3HAJM, KaK pearupoBarh Ha CJI0Ba UMIIEPATOPA.
OH ObUT TaKUM JOOPHIM U CTPAHHBIM, CEHATOPBI eIIE HUKOTAA He BUJIENTN aBIyCTa TAaKUM.

— Bui ceifuac npoBepsieTe Hac Ha BepHOCTb? — CIIPOCHIT OIMH U3 CEHATOPOB B TPETHEM PSILY.

— Her, BoBCe Het, Moil MUJIbI ApyT, Mapk, — OTBeTU1 umIieparop. — Sl mpesaraio BaM CBOIO
Apyx0y, HO B3aMeH BbI IOJUKHBI 0OEIIaTh MHE, YTO MPEKpaTUTEe CTPABIMBATh HAPOJ MPOTHUB MEHS.
BpI ke He XoTHTe, YTOOBI MOJIETENN TOJIOBBI, BepHO? Bep Baille noBeieHre paBHO roCy1apCTBEHHOM
M3MeHe, U s BIIpaBe Ka3HUThb Bac BceX. Ho 51 He Takoid, s1 JOOPbIi UMIIEpATOp, JIIOOSIIHMA, 715 MEHS
[JIABHOE, YTOOBI BCE OBUIA CYACTIIUBEL.

VimniepaTtop CIOXWI pyKH CHepear M YIbIOHYBIIKCH, KAl peakimy ceHaTtopoB. Heckombko
MUHYT, CEHATOPBI OKUBJIEHHO 00CYk AT MPEAJIOKEHUE UMIIepaTopa.

— Age umrneparop! — HeoxunanHo BocKIMKHYT Ke30H.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, CEHATOPBI MOAXBaTWIM ciioBa Ke3oHa u 1o Hapacraiomei, CKaHau-
poBasin «ABe ummneparop! Ase Llezapn!»

Nmnepatop caMOIOBOIBHO YIIBIOHYJICS ¥ 3aCTEHUMBO MPUKPBLT JUIIO TOroi. OH MOHSII, YTO
3aceJaHue OKOHUEHO U PEIIvII IOKMHYTh 3aJ1. APHUCTOH 3aMETHUIT 3TO U TMOCHEIINT 32 HUM.

— Cnacu6o0 3a KoMIaHuio, ApucToH, — Opocuin Anmuii Benen Apuctony. Bmecro otBera Apu-
CTOH CJIETKa YJIBIOHYJICSI 1 MaxHYJ €My PYKOW.

APpUCTOH Tak TOPOMWIICS, YTO UyTh HE 3aIyTAJICS B TOTe M HE YNajl JIMIIOM BHU3, HO OBICTPO
CIIPaBWJICS] M HAarHaJ cBoero Apyra. Korja oHu BbIIUIM, APUCTOH OI0OOPUTENIBHO MOXJIONAT UMIepa-
TOpA 1O IJIe4y U BBIIOXHYJI.

— To1 310 cepbé3no? — Cpocut ApUCTOH.

— Cepbésnee Hekyaa! — OTBETHII SHEPTUYHO UMITEpaTop. BhisIo BUHO, Kak OH BO30OYKIEH.

— Tsl He GOUIIILCS TIOCIEICTBUI ?

— Ecnm gyectHO MHe Tu1eBath, — cKazan DM, — f cHsut ¢ cebst 00y3y U Tenepb 4yBCTBYIO
ce0s1 HaMHoOTO Jierde. Thl caM MHE IIOCOBETOBAJI TaK IMOCTYIHTh, TIO3TOMY HE HaJI0 MEHsI yIpeKarh. f
TMIOCTYTIWJI TPaBUIIBLHO, sicHO? Tenepsb y MeHst OyneT Oosbllie BpeMeHH!, YTOObI 3aHUMAThCSI MUPCKUMHU
AENUIIKAMU U PAJOBaTh HAPOJ CBOMM MPUCYTCTBUEM.

NmMnepatop ocTaHOBUJICS BO3JI€ HOCUJIOK M MOBEPHYJICSA K ApUCTOHY. HECKOJIbKO CeKyH[ ero
JIMIO BHIPAKAJIO TO BOCXUILEHUE, TO 32 JyMYHUBOCTb.

— Kak te6e Anmmii Ke3oH? — HakoHel1 cripocu iMIiepatop.

— MHe OH moKa3aJicsl CIUIIKOM JEP3KUM W HEYUYTUBBIM, — 4eCTHO oTBeTws1 ApuctoH. Ilo
IIpaBJe, MOJIOJIOM CEHATOp OKa3aJl Ha HEero, B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, OTPULIATE/IbHOE BIIEYATICHUE.
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— A MHe HanpoOTHUB, OYEHb ITIPUOYEHB IIOHPABUIICA, — UTPUBO IIPOTOBOPUII UMITEPATOP. — S 1IeHI0
JeP30CTh U IOMOP B JTIOJSIX. DTOT MapeHb TaKOW MPOCTOM, HE MBIKUTCS, OH TOT, KTO €CTh U HE UTPAEeT
POJIb JILCTUBOTO JKOTIOJN3A.

APHCTOH ciierka paccTpomicsi. YTo-To BpoJie peBHOCTH B HEM MPOCHYJI0Ch. OH He XOTeJT, YTOObI
ero 3aMeHIM Ha Koro-1o Arnmust Kezona. [Ipu3HaThbcs, OH cTajl COOCTBEHHUKOM.

&k

[Tocne ycnemHoro coBera, UMIepaTrop M HacJleIHUK MTPECToia TYT ke HallpaBUJIMCh BOCBOSICH
Ha [lanatun Bo ngBopen. Ilocne cBoero mepBoro npucytcTBusi Ha 3acenanun CeHara, ApUCTOH He
OLIYIIAJI MPAKTUYECKU HUKAKMX SMOLIMI, KpOME TeX, UTo nopapui eMy Annui Ke3oH. 910 Bouctuny
Aep3KUi 1 N30aJIOBaHHBIM MaJIbUUIIKA, KOTOPHIH HE BUIUT HUKAKMX IpaHUIl cyOopauHauuu. Tak
pasroBapuBarh C UMIIEpaTopoM — 3T0 HeforycTumo. [o kpaitHeit Mepe, Tak cuntai ApuctoH. Ckopee
BCEro, OH OblT 03a00UeH He HaxXaJIbHBIM MoBeAeHreM Ammusi Ke3oHa, a TeM, 4YTO OH TOHpaBHJICS
UMIIepaTopy. APHCTOH BCTPSIXHYJI Ky4epsIBOU T'OJIOBOM, YTOOBI OTBJIEULCSI OT HEMPHUSITHBIX MBICIIEH.

Nmneparop nepenan paktuyecku BClO BaacTb B pyku CeHara — 3TO ApPUCTOH CUMTal OIpO-
METUYMBOCTBIO U JIeTKOMbICIeM. Korjja OH roBOpuII, YTO aBryCT AOJKEH YMEHBIIUTh OpeMs rocyaap-
CTBEHHBIX (PYHKIMI C cebsi, OH HE UMeN B BUY, YTO BCE MOJTHOMOUMS HYXHO repenarbh CeHary.
APHCTOH HE YIUBUTCH, €CIIA UMIIEPATOP EILE BEPHET U3 CCBIIKUA Ypcyny U Anpuana. Torga nossie-
HUe ApucToHa OylIeT COBEpIIEHHO HAITPACHBIM.

«O 60ry, IOMOTUTE MHE>.

I[Toka no gopore Bo JBOpEL] HUYETO BaXKHOTO HE TPOUCXOANI0. OHM MUHYJIM [NIABHYIO I1JI0ILA/1b
Y TIPOe3Kai MUMO aropbl. M TyT Hauanoch HeuTo HeoObuHOe. KBUPHTHI, 3aMETHB MOSIBJICHUE IMITe-
PATOPCKHUX HOCUJIOK U MPETOPUAHLIEB, IIOKUHYJIM CBOU MECTA IMOKOA U HAIIPABUJIMCh K UMIIEPATOPY.
Cpeny HUX OBUIM U JKEHIIMHBI, U CTAPUKH, ¥ MOJIOZIblE KBUPHUTHI. Bosbltiast 4acTh ux Oblia riedesmu
u Oe3napHUKaMU, HEKOTOPbIE — TOPToOBIIbI, KOTOpbIe TTOOPOCAIM CBOM JIABKHM pagyl TAKOTO CIydas.
Kakoro ciyyas? Y 4to um Bcem HY:KHO?

Ho Bun stux mopeit He BHyman noBepusi. OOCTaHOBKA sIBHO Oblla HarpsikeHa. ApPHCTOH
Hanpsrcs. KBUHT Toxe.

— Ilepxu pyKy Ha pyKOsITKE, — MpOIIenTay ApPHUCTOH, oOpamiasich K IeHTyproHy. Hecmotps
Ha TO, YTO OH ObUT HACJIEJIHUKOM IIPEeCTosia, OH BCE eIE YyBCTBOBAJ 32 COOOWM OTBETCTBEHHOCTh U
00s13aHHOCTD 3aIUINATh UMIeparopa. Ho ceityac OH 3aMeTwII, 4To 3a MosicoM OBUIO MYCTO M HE OKa-
3asiock Meya. OH OpOCHIT POKJIATHE U Morpocki y KBUHTA HOK.

— He Ooticsi, MOM JIIoIM CMOTYT 3aIUTUTH U UMIIEpaTopa U TeOs1, — MPOrOBOPHII YCIIOKAUBAIOIIE
KBuHT.

ApuctoH cnabo kuBHYJI. OH BCE emé moMHUI MATeX. Toria Hapoy JIETKO CIIPABUIICS C MTPETO-
puaniiamMu 1 padamu. Eciu 661 He ApucToH, umneparop Obl orud u Pumom nipaBun KopOysoH.

Hapon neitasicst npotucHyThCst K HociikaM. OHM KpyUYalii U TUIaKaiu, IPocs O IOMOUIH.

— Nmnieparop, mbl roionaem! — Kpuuanu onu. — Haim netu XotsT ectb, onu ymupator! Toi
HapoJl — ymupaer!

— la gto npoky! Mimmeparop mojau ¢ yTpa A0 Beuepa cO CBOMM JTIOOOBHIMYKOM KYTUT HAJIEBO U
HarpaBo, LET Aoporoe (ajJepHCKOE BUHO, Ja JOMaeT BAocTasb. YTo nMnepatop? Cuauiib B HOCUJI-
kax? HacTonbko oThes CBOE OpIoX0, UTO yKe MEIKOM He MOKeITb TPOUTHCH? A TJie TBOW HACIIeTHU-
yek? ['e 10O0BHUK TBOW?

T Mep3KUe CJOBA MPUHAIJICKAIM TPI3HOMY OTIIEIbHUKY. OH HaxoAusIcs Tak OJM3KO, YTO
Aaxe uMIepaTop ero cipiiiai. Hapoay moHpaBUIMCh CI0OBa CMesibuaka M BCKOpe yxke Bce Opocau
HENPUCTONHbIE HIYTKHU B aJJPeC MOBEJIUTENS.

APpHCTOH MOKpacHes, Kak pak. OckopOisis umreparopa, OHU OCKOPOJISIIH €ro.
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— Jla Kak TbI cMeelTb OCKOpOIIATh CBoero noBenutelisi?! — He Beiaepkan ApUCTOH U Clie3 C KOHSI.
OH BbITAIIWI U3 HOKEH OJHOTO U3 MPETOpPHUaHIIA IIauil U MOAOMIEN K cMenbyaky. OT OTIIeIbHUKA
cMepresio Modoi 1 BUHOM. OH SIBHO ObLTT IThSTH.

OTIIeNbHYK TPYIbIo TONKHYI APUCTOHA Ha3al, JaBasi MOHSATh, YTO OH He OOUTCS €ro.

— Oroiinu, MaabyMK, HEe BUMIIb B3pOCIble Pa3roBapuBaloT? — JIep3Ko Npou3HEC OTILIEIbHUK.

OH coBHO npoBoupoBai Apuctona. Ecim on 3apyout ero, To HauHETCs OyHT. Jliomu OyayT
ApaThCsi 1 MCTUTh 32 CBOETO YesioBeka. OHaKo, ApUCTOH He CMOT CliepKaTh THEB M BOH3HJI CBOI Med
B J)KMBOT OTIIEIbHUKA. Te, KTO CTOST C3a/11, He TIOHSUI, YTO MPOU3OIILIO JOTOJIE, TIOKA OTIIEIbHUK He
yIiajl B HOr'M HaCJICAHUKA.

— Vowiina! Mmneparop Bc€ perraer meuom! JI71s1 Hero sku3Hb KBUpHTA HUYETo He ctout! Mmre-
parop BO30MHII cedst Gorom!

Hapon 6ecHoBavics. Jlioneii mpuOaBisiioch, MPUXOAWINA HOBBIE U C OPYKHEM. APHCTOH He 3HaJ,
yto Aenatb. OH AOMyCTHI OMMOKY M3-3a CBOel ropasiHi. OHM ceiiyac HaXOAMJIUCh B 3acajie 037100-
JIEHHBIX JIIOIEH, KOTOPBIE TOTOBBI ObLJIM PACTONTATh UMIIEPATOpPa BMECTE C PETOpUaHIIaMu. APUCTOH
MeJJIEHHO OTOMIEN OT MEPTBOTO OTIIEIbHUKA U TIOJOIIEN K uMIiepaTopy. Mimrieparop ObuT HEJOBOJIEH.
BpoBu ero 0puM CIBUHYTH Ha iepeHocuIie. OH ObLT 3071 U Ka3aJIoCh, CeUac BeCh €ro THEB MaTepH-
QJIM3YeTCs] B MOJIHUM, KOTOPBIMHU OH MOPA3UT HAPOI.

— On HazBan meHs toictsikoM! — [porunen ummneparop.

ApuctoH yausuics. Heyxenu, umneparopa TOJIbKO 3TO ceiyac 3aHUMaJIo?

— DMuuid, uto Oynem nenath? — Cripocust ApUCTOH, Jiepka B pyKax Med.

I/IMHepaTOP He cTaJl HUYero oreevuars. Bmecto OTBE€TA, OH PACKPLUI IITOPLI U BBIIIET U3 HOCHU-
JIOK. YBUZEB UMIIEpaTopa, Hapo[ ClierKa nonstuics Hazaa. OQHO Aeo yrpoxarh MpaBUTENIO, KOraa
TOT HAXOJWJICS 3a 3aHABECOM, IPYroe — B JIMIIO.

ABTYCT OAIIPABUJI TOTY W BEJIMYECTBEHHO BCTaJl HAITPOTUB ToMbL. [IocMOTpeB Ha Tpyn, OH €
co00JIe3HOBAHNEM TTPOTOBOPHIL:

— Hapneroch, 3TOT yesioBeK HaWJET MOKOM Ha DIIMCEMCKUX MOJSIX. — 3aTeM OH BO3BEN PYKH K
HeOy M 3aroBOPUII eIg rpomye, oopariasch K Hapoay. — O pumisine! Mou toporue Apy3bsi, 3HalTe,
s BCE BpeMsl Aymaio o Bac. i1 MeHs UCTHHHAs OTpaja — JIMIE3peTh Bac CYaCTIMBBIMU. [IeHHO U
HOIIHO 51 pa3bupalo rocygapcrBenHbie nena. Oqun. Moo s yopas Tex MOIIEHHUKOB U pa300MHUKOB,
YTO 3710yNOTPeOISI CBOUMU MOJHOMOYUSIMU B yrofy cede. S ycrblimann Bac, ¥ Bejaio O BalliX Mpo-
onemax. Ho Xo4y MOBTOPHUTBCSI, TOPTOBBIE Cy/1a ITPUBE3IN HECKOJIBKO JIECSTKOB MEIIIKOB 3epHa, KOTO-
pble s TpUKa3al TYT K€ pa3jaTh MAJIOUMYIIUM XUTEIAM. 1 He 3Hal0, moueMy MO MpUKa3 He ObLT
WCTIOJTHEH, HO I JieJ1alo BCE, YTOOBI peluTh 3Ty npodiemy. Ceituac s Bo3Bpaiiaioch u3 3nanus CeHara,
HeB3Mpas Ha TO, YTO MOJTYYMJI TPAaBMY U UyTh He Morud HamenHu. [pyroil Obl Ha MOEM MecTe Tiepe-
HEC OBl 3acefaHuie, HO 51 TyMaio O Bac, O Bac, MOM Apy3bsi! M TeMoit 1si 0OCYXAeHHS TTOCITY KU
uMeHHO roniofl. CerogHs e BaM JOJKHBI pa3iaTh Xjied, noo g1 000 Bcém nozadotwics. [Iporry Bac,
MOU MUJIbIE TpakJaHe, He YIOoJOoOIsIiTeCh BapBapaM U pacXoauTech. 51 Kak CrpaBeJIUBbIA U MUJIO-
CEepIHBII UMIIepaTop, Bac BCEX IMpOIaw, UOO BHI IOPOTH MHE, U S BaC BCeX 0e3MepHO JII0OII0, Kak
CBOUX JIETEH.

Nmneparop 0OBEN Tonmy AOOPO YABIOKOM M KeCTOM MOMPOCHIT yXoauTh. HemHOro morops,
HapoJl BCE ke Havyasl pacxomuTbesi. MHOTHE M3 HUX MOOIarofapiiii UMIepaTopa U MoXKeNIand eMy
JONTUX JIET KU3HU. APUCTOH HEMHOro ycrokowics. Korma tonma ocBoOoauia mpoxoi, UMIeparop
MOHAJI, YTO MOKHO IIPOOOJI’KUTD ITYTh.

— O 6oru, 3T0 OBUIO OYEHBb CMEJIO C TBOSH CTOPOHBI, — MPOrOBOPUI APUCTOH M BBIJJOXHYIL.

SDMUHNA CAMOJOBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJICS ¥ KPUKHYJI B TOJITY:

— W s He Toncriit!

Hapop cnerka ycmexnyics.

«JIyuimie Ovl THI CKa3aJ1, YTO 51 HE TBOW JIIOOOBHHMK,» — CJIerka 0Ouaescs ApPHUCTOH.
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K cuactsio, o6onutocs 6e3 kpoBonponuTusi. Kpome Toro otiensHuKa, KOTOPOro 3apyont Apu-
croH. Emy Bcé€ emié OpUI0 CTBITHO 32 CBOE moBeieHre. OH He CIPaBUJICS CO CBOMMMU SMOIIMSIMU M CTaJl
ux paboM. B oTmunu ot nMrieparopa. ApECTOH OTAal OKPOBABJIEHHBIN MeY €r0 XO35MHY U 3aj1e3 Ha
koHs1. OH nmocMoTpen Ha KBUHTa 1 yBUIeN B ero maszax HerogoBaHue. OH ObLT Takke HE JOBOJIEH
ITOCTYIIKOM APHCTOHA.

— Ha, na, s ObUT He MpaB, BCE, XBATUT HA MEHS TaK CMOTPETh, — MPOOypyasl APUCTOH U CXBa-
THUBILKCH 32 Y311y, 3aMep.

KBUHT BOmpocHTEIHO MOCMOTpENT Ha APUCTOHA U MOJTYa TpeOOBaI OTBETA.

— 3ammimaiite ©MIeparopa, — IpoLeIu CKBO3b 3yObl ApUCTOH U ynai BHU3. Jlomaap ucy-
raHHO BCTaJla Ha JBIOBI, YyTh HE pa3/laBHB TeJIO HACJAEIHUKA. B ruiede AprcToHa Topuaa cTpena.

— Umneparop! B ykpeitrie! — 3akpudan KBUHT 1 ObICTPO CHIEIIMIICS CO CBOEH JIOIIAIA BHU3.

SMUIMIA HEIOYMEHHO TOCcMOTpet Ha KBHHTA 1 9TO 4yTh He cTOMIIO eMy u3HU. BoBpems nogo-
CIIEBIINI HE3HAKOMeEll, TOJIKHYJI UMIIepaTtopa BJIEBO U CTpena, KoTopas JeTesa, TyT e BOH3WIAach B
JepeBsIHHbIE HOCHIIKH.

— O 6orwu, onsATh Mokymenue! — 3anpuunTan umneparop. — Kro crpenser?

[NocMoTpeB Ha WCIyraHHYIO TOMITY, KOTOpbIe Oerajy U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MBITAsICh HAUTH
YKpPBITHE OT CHainepa, UMIIEpaTop MOHSI, YTO OHU K 3TOMY HE MPUYACTHBI.

— IpuHienc, mpuKpomcs, — cKazail He3HaKoMeIl U 3a0paB y MpeTOpUaHIia [ATHHIPUICCKUNA
IIUT, 3aKPbUI UM TEJIO uMIeparopa. MiMrepatop rmpucesl Ha KOPTOYKU U HE BHICOBBIBAJICS.

TyT He3HakoMell B TEMHOM ILIallle IPUCMOTPEJICS BJaJlb U HAil[ld CHAilepa, pyUHYJICS emy
HaBCTpeuy.

— HMypauok, Bo3bmu mut! — KpukHyn umneparop He3Hakomiry. — OH ke yObET TeOs!

Ho Ha ynuBnieHue, JTydHUK HU pa3y He Momnaj 1o OeryieMy He3HAKOMILY, CJIOBHO OH OTpaxal
oT ce0Ost 311 cTpesbl. HacTUrHyB 11es1b, He3HaKOMeIl BHITAIWII Med 1 3apyOw JtyuHuka. Mimmepatop
yOpaJl IUT U CTajl pasriisabBaTh HE3HAKOMITA.

— Vpa! Dt0T YenoBek crac umneparopy ku3Hb! — Kpruan KTo—T0 U3 TOJIIBL.

KBuHT yOpas Med B HOXHBI U HarHyscsi K ApucToHy. Tonbko oH ceiiyac ObuT OOJIbIIIE BCEX
03aboueH ero 310poBbeM. [loka uMIepaTop JMKOBAJI CBOEMY CIIaCeHUI0, OH HE3aMETHO JJIsl BCeX,
3alpOKMHYJ TeJIO APUCTOHA Ha JIOIIAaJb U OTIPaBUJICS B MPETOpUaHCKUM sa3zapet. IIpeTopuaHiibl
MOJT4a KUBHYJIA CBOEMY KOMaH/AUPY, CUUTAsl €ro NMOBEAEHUE pa3yMHBIM Ha JIaHHBII MOMEHT.

Hesznakomeri B kauectBe Tpodest 3axBaThil JIyK CO CTPeJIaMU U TIOIHSLT UX BBEPX.

— K10 THI Takoi1? — Cripocusi c4acTJIMBbIA UMIIEPATOP, BCTPEYasi CBOErO CIacUTesl.

Hesnakomer nosnoxun Tpodpeir Ha 3eMIII0 U CHSJT KamoloH. Mmneparop packpbul I1aza ot
U3yMJICHUS.

— MBI ¢ TOOO yXe 3HAKOMBI, TPUHIIETC, — OTBeTHIT Anmuii Ke3oH.

Nmmneparop pacecmesicsa. OH NOIOMEN K ATINIMIO ¥ 3aKJTIOYIII €r0 B TEIUIbe 00BATHSA. AU
ObLT YyTh HIKE UMIIEPATOpa, HO 3TO OBUIO TIOUTH HE3aMETHO.

— Tsl ciac MHe XU3Hb, ceHaTop AmNMui, — ckazas umrneparop. — 1 y 1eds B gonry. [Ipocw,
YTO XOYellb!

— EnuHCTBEHHOE, UTO S X0y, 9TO CIYKUTh TeOe, uMIiepatop, — orBeTi1 Anmuii Ke3oH.

— MBI MOXeM 3TO OOCYAMTH 32 Y’ KUHOM, MOM MUJIBIA HOBBIU JIPYT, — TPOrOBOPUJI UTPUBO DMHU-
JIVIA ¥ TIOMAHWJT €r0 CBOe PyKOH K ceOe B HOCUJIKH.

— Iloury 3a yecTh, MPUHLIIEC, — TAK)KE UTPUBO OTBETHUJI CEHATOP.

HenTtyprion KBuHTHMiA NpUBE3 TEIO HACJIEIHUKA MPECTONA B MPETOPUAHCKUI KOPITyC. 3ame-
THB MPUMUINJIA, TIPETOPUAHLIBI PACCTYIMINCh. XOTh OH ObLT U HIJKE TI0 3BaHUIO C TPUOYHOM, HO
ero 371ech yBaxamu. OH ObUT OJIMKe BCEro K MMIIepaTopy U, CIIEIOBATeIbHO, BCE 3aBHCENIO OT HETO.
NmenHo Ha HEM Jiexkasio OpeMst OTBeTCTBEHHOCTH 32 BeCch PUM B 11e10M, MO0 OH 3alMIIal UMIepa-
TOPCKYIO CEMBIO.
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3aMeTuB, YTO LIEHTYPUOH BE3ET Ha JIOLIAU YbE-TO TEJO, IPETOPUAHIIBI BOITPOIIAIH, KTO 3TO.
KBHHT He crasn oTBeuyarh, BMECTO 3TOTO OH CJIE3 C JIOIA/IM U MpUKa3al MpUBe3TH HOcuiKU. [Ipero-
pUaHIIbl HE CTAJIM KAaTh M TYT € BBINOJHWIMN NpuKa3. [lorpy3us paHeHHoe Teno ApUCTOHA, JBOE
COJIIAT B COMPOBOJK/ICHUU LIEHTYPHOHA OBICTPBIM IIIarOM HAITPABHIIUCH B JIa3aperT.

— K10 3107 — CripammBaiu Bce. — DTOT SIBHO HE U3 HAIIIUX COJIAT.

ApucToH ObLT B TUIAIIE U €T0 Iy PIyPHYIO TOTY ObUIO CMYTHO BUIHO. LleHTyprOH X0opoIio no3a-
60THIICS O TOM, YTOOBI APHCTOHA HUKTO 37IeCh He Y3HaJI, IS ero ke Oe3onacHocTu. Eciu KT0-10 00
9TOM y3HaeT, TO B PuMe TyT ke paciycTsT CIUIETHH O THOeM HaclleMHUKA TIPECcToa.

B nazaperte pedsiTa norpy3uiv HacJaeAHMKA Ha OTIEPAITMOHHBIA CTOJ ¥ OTAAJIU €r0 XU3Hb B PyKH
crienanucta. LIeHTyprOH Mompocuil BRIATH MOMOITHUKOB U TIPUKa3al UM 000 BCEM Momyath. Te
MIPUHSUIY TIPUKA3 U TIOKMHYJI JIa3apeT.

Bpau ocmoTtpeit Teno ApucToHa U NMOMpPOCHII O MOMOIIY LIEHTyproHa. KBUHT MOHS Jiekaps U
ObICTpO pa3pesan ApHcTOHy ofexay. K cuacTeio HacnenHuK Bee eme Obut kuB. CTpena He 3aaena
’KU3HEHHO BakHbIe opranbl. OH ObUI B CO3HAHKMHU, HO €T0 JIMXOPAIHIIO.

— Nmneparop, umneparop, — 60pMoTan ApUCTOH, JiEKa Ha KUBOTE.

Bpau muniamu 3aje3 B paHy 1 BBITAILMJI OCTaTOK CTPEJIbl U3 Iieya ApucToHa. BosbHOI ouyB-
CTBOBAJI 3TO U BCKPUKHYI OT 00mu. LIeHTypHrOH CXBAaTHII €r0 U OIYCTHJI 0OpaTHO Ha CTOJI.

— Tume, Tumte, — nporenTan yCnoOKauBaoII¥M TOHOM LIEHTYPUOH.

Jlekapp npombL1 paHy 1 3an0Kkajl. LIeHTyproH BOIIPOCUTENIBHO OCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— Crpena Obl1a OTpaBiieHa, — OTBETHII Bpad. — KTo-To X0oTes yOuTh HaclleTHUKA.

LlenTyproH u3ymMuiicss IpOHULIATEIbHOCTH JieKapsl. Kak oH MoHs1, 4To 3TO HAC/leIHUK ?

— He Goiics, IeHTYpUOH, s1 HUKOMY He CKaxy, — CKa3aJl Bpay, 3aMeTUB, Kak KBUHT HepBHUYAET.

— An yxe ycnen npoHUKHYTh B KpoBb? — Cripocuit octopokHo KBunT. Celiyac oH Oosblie
Bcero OOosiICsl He TOTO, YTO 3HAET Bpay, a TO, YTO HACJIEIHHK MPECTONIa MOXKET yMEPETh M3-3a HEro.

— $1 HanoXuJ1 Ha paHy KOMIIPECC, KOTOPbIi BBICACHIBAET 51J], — OTBETWJI Bpad. — Ha Bc€ Boms
6oros. Eciu eMy cyk/JIeHO MpaBUTh STOM CTPAHON — TO MAJIbUMK BbIKHMBET. KcTatu roBopst, a umrie-
parop 3HaeT O Cay4YHuBILIEMCS ?

LlenTyproH oTpuLaTeIbHO MOKaval roJIOBOM.

K Beuepy, umnepatop DMuUIMi MpUKa3al HAKPHITh HA CTOJ ¥ TIPUTIACUTh TAHIIOBIIUI] U MY3bl-
kanToB. Ctapuk Katon cipocun toraa:

— Heyxenu Beueprnka? Bbl yxke ycnienu npurjiacuTh rocreit?

— Ha, — orBeTun Torna dmuiuii. — Moero HoBoro jpyra — Anmnust Ke3ona!

[Noka padObl TOTOBWJIM, MMIIEPATOP PEIIJI MPOBECTH IKCKYPCHIO 10 CBOEMY IBOPILY. AMIUii
MOKA3aJICsl eMy XOpoInM 4esioBekoM. OH ObUT KHU3HEPAIOCTeH, Beces, JoOp, 00Magal HerIoXum
qyBCTBOM 0Mopa. Ho camoe raBHOe, 9TO TO, YTO OHM JIPYT Jpyra MOHUMAJHM C MOycioBa. Takoe
YyBCTBO, UTO OHH KWJIM BCIO KU3Hb BMECTE, CIOBHO Opathbsi. Haxomsck psiioM ¢ Anmuem, uMreparop
YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 KoOM(POPTHO U He cTecHsUICs B aMonusix. OH JoBepsi1 eMy, Kak camomy cebe. Xote-
JIOCh paccKaszarh BCE, YTO €ro Tak AAaBHO IJIOKET M OH MOYEMY-TO 3HAJI, YTO STOT YeJIOBEK HUKOTAA
ero He TMpeacT.

Beuepom, cups 3a crosiom U nonuBast 3a 6ecesiord BuHO, Arnmuii Ke3oH nepectan cMesIThes U
YCTPEMUJI CBOM B30p Ha HOIIIy B yrity. MiMriepatop 3aMeTHsI 3TO U MOCTIEIIIT OTBETHUTh:

— DTO CKYJIBIITYPA, MOAAPOK OT MOKOMHOTO npeaatens KopOymnoHa.

Anmnuit Ke3oH nogHsiics u3-3a croiia v nofomien K Hoie. Mimneparop HemHoro emytwicsi. OH
nojoekai K CeHaTopy M MOCTapajics OTBJIEUb €ro BHUMAaHUE OT MOAApKa, OH He XOTesl, YTOObI KTO-TO
CMOTpEJI Ha ero JIOOUMYIO CKYJIBITYPY, KOTOPYIO OH UTAK CIIPSITAJ OT JIMIIHUX I71a3. Anmnuid yOpa
TKaHb CO CKYJIBIITYPHI M aXHYJ OT U3yMJieHus1. MiMnepatop MpuKpbUT JIMIO PYKOW U IOKPAaCHE.

— D710 %e APHCTOH, — CKa3aJl CEHaTOP M YJIBIOHYIICS.

— Her, Tb1 ommmbaenibcest, — OypkHy uMIiepatop 1 3adpajt TKaHb U3 pyk Anmust. — 1o JIuoHuc.
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— He, He, 51 TO4HO YBEpEH, UTO TO TOT CIABHBINA MOJIOJOH Y€JIOBEK, C KOTOPBIM 51 CETOIHS UMeT
YeCTb CUAETh PSIIOM.

Anmnuii nonbITasics BEIXBATUTh TKaHb Y UMIIEPATOPA, KOTOPBIN MBITAJICS IIPUKPBITh CKYJIBITYPY
U paccMmesics. VimmepaTtop OTIYCTHIT TIOJIOTHO M OOMKEHHO OTBEPHYJICS, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPYIH.
VBujIEB 31O, CEHATOP BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH MPUKPBLT TKAHBIO CKYJIBITYPY ¥ MOIOUIEN K UMIIEPaTOopy.

— OH 7151 Tebs1 G0MBIIIE, YeM IPYT, — MPEATIONOKUT AU,

VimniepaTop B310XHYI 1 BEPHYJICA K YKHHY. ATITIMIA CEJT PSIZIOM M KT IyIIIEBHOTO pa3roBopa.

— Tel MOXelIb T0OBEpUTHCS MHE, DMUJIUIA, — IPOrOBOPUI ATIUI.

OH oOparmics K HeMy, Kak K CBOeMY ApYry. DMUIMEM MOT Ha3bIBaTh €r0 TOJILKO O/INH YEJIOBEK
— ApucroH. [laxe coOCTBeHHas1 MaTh 0OpaIanach K HeMy, Kak K MPaBUTENIO, a He KaK K CHIHY.

SMuUIMI MprKa3al BCEM YUTH U OCTAJICS HaeHEe C HOBBIM JpyroM. OH Haaui cebe MOMHBIHI
POr BHHA 1 OBICTPO OCYIIIUB €0, BBITEP YChI THUTBHOW CTOPOHOU PYKH.

— 41 3Hat0 TeOs1 BCero OauH JeHb, HO MHE KaKeTCsl, YTO 3HAI0 TeOs BCIO MOIO KU3Hb, — HAYall
TOBOPUTb DMUJIUH, CJIETKa 3aIUICTAIOIIMMCS S3bIKOM. — APHCTOH U BITPABLY [Isl MEHSI MHOTO 3HAYMT.
Ho s...

— Yro? — Cripocun Anmuid, CMOTpsi DMUJIMIO B T71a3a.

— 4 conran emy. O6manyi. Crenain Bc€ B yrony cede. S — arouct! D10 s gomkeH ObUT yMepeThb
Torza, a He Kuicca. Dta keHIIrHa Mo-HaCTOsIIEeMY MPOsIBUIIA CKOPOb, a 51 B TO BPeMs I'YJISUI C yTpa /10
HOYH Y IMWJI BUHO JI0 IOTEPU CO3HaHUs. Sl — He MyxkunHa. I — He umnieparop. A — Hukro. S He 3acny-
JKHBAIO €ro JPYkKObI, ero J0OBU KO MHE, ero coctpafanus. S Tpyc, pa3 gaxke He MOTY MPU3HATHCS
eMy BO BCEM. MHe cTpaiHo. $1 MoaKymuII Bcex, KTO 3HaeT mpasjy, cociain OcTopus — XOTsl OH ObUI
MPEKPACHBIM FOCY/IaPCTBEHHBIM CeKpeTapéM. f — uynoBuiie!

DMK 3aKpbUI U0 pyKamu U 3ariakai. MMmeparop qyman, uro Anmuii ceduac yRaer ot
Hero, uOO TO, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO cKazajl — ObUIO BecbMa HenocTorHo. Ho BMecTo aToro, Anmui
HEOXKUIAHHO MOJOABUHYIICS OJIMKe 1 MPUOOH ST UMITEpaTOpa. DMIIUK YOpal ¢ JIMIa PyKH U C YAWB-
JIEHHEM TTIOCMOTpEJT Ha CEHAaTopa.

— He xopwu cebs1, — mporoBopui1 Tvxo Anmuii. — Bcem Ham Koraa-HUOYAb IPUXOIUTHCS JIraTh.
ThI conran He B yromy cede, Thl CONTall, YTOOBI 3allIUTUTh CBOETO Apyra. DTo OJAropogHoO C TBOEH
cTOpOHBL. ThI JOJKEH OTITYCTUTH MPOIILJIOE U KUTh CETOAHIITHUM THEM. Eciu Th Oynens BCE Bpems
AaymaTb 00 9TOM M yIpeKarb ceOsi, TO Thl 3a00seeltb 1 yMpElb. D10 OyaeT cHeaTh TeOsh U3HYTPH,
B TIEPBYIO OYEpe/ib MOCTPAIAET TBOS IyIIIa.

SOMuIMH nepecTat IakaTb 1 CMaqYHO BBICMOPKAJICSI B COOCTBEHHYIO TOTY.

— Hagepnoe, o1 ipaB. Cniacu6o tede, Anmumid. MHe cTajio HaMHOTO Jierde. — MimmepaTtop BeIIHIT
eImé HeMHOTO BUHA U 3aaymalics. — A rie Apucton? $1 coBepiieHHO 3a0buT 0 HEM! B mocieinuii pas3
s €ro BUJIEJ, KOTJia OH 3apyOrJT TOrO HECYACTHOTO HA TUIOIIA/IH.

— D710 OBUIO OIPOMETUMBO C €r0 CTOPOHBI, — IPOKOMMEHTHPOBAT ANmuid. — Pa3Be MOXKHO Tak
MIPOCTO PACTIOPSTKATHCS UyKOU KU3HBIO? BHITH MOXET, TOT 4YeJIoBeK ObLT TYIIEBHOOOJBbHBIM U HE
BEJIaJI, YTO TOBOPUT. A TBOM «CBHIH» IMPOCTO B35 U TIOKa3aJl CBOE TIPEBOCXO/ICTBO U BJIACTD HAJl HUM.
OH cTaj CIMIIKOM BBICOKOMEPHBIM U ropAeiuBbiM. ['opapiHsS — ecTh MOPOK. Thl COBEPILIEHHO €ro
n30aJI0BaJl, MOU JPYT.

— OH u3MeHwWICs, — MPOIOKT IMuwmi. — OH cTayl XOJMOAHBIM U TpyObM congachoHOM!
Bcé u3-3a 310M BOMHBL 3aueM OH BOOOIIE Mmoméen B moxon? YToObl Mmoka3aTh, YTO y HETO keje3-
HbIe SIa? — DMUINN NepecTal KajleTh HACJIeHUKA U er0 COCTPalaHue Mepelio B OTBpallleHUe 1
31100y. — {1 3a60TMIICs O HEM, Beliesd KAaTh B Jlarepe, a OH 0OMaHyJl BceX U MPUTBOPUJICS JIETHOHE-
poM. Ito Tak HepazyMHo. U yto B urore? OH monas B IJIeH, 3aCTAaBUB MEHSI MHUTh €r0 MOrHOIIMM
Y CTPaiaTh. ITO OH STOKCT — a HE 5, BEPHO 51 TOBOPIO?

— AOCOMIOTHO ¢ TOOOM COIIaceH, aBrycT, — OTBETWJI ANMUA W OTHHJI HEMHOTO BUHA. — A BO
BpeMsI MOKYIIeHHs Ha Bac, CErofiHs, 51 BUJEN, KaKk OH cOexall.

— Yr0?! — M3ymuicsi UMIiepaTop U 4yTh He ymnai ¢ Joxka. OH ObLT U3PSIIHO TbsIH.
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— T'oBOpIO TONBKO TO, YTO BUJEI, — cKa3al Anmnuil. — Korga TyyHMK cTpesisii B Bac, ApUCTOH,
€CJIM TIO3BOJIMIIIb €T0 TaK Ha3bIBaTh, TYT K€ Pa3BEpPHYJ CBOIO JIOMIAAb U ycKakas. [Ipiuuém Obl1 OH
He onuH. LleHTyproH Takke nocienoBai 3a HUM. Oduiiep CTaBUT KU3Hb HACJIEAHMKA BBIIIE, YEM
TBOI0. OH pajies JUIIIb O ero 3aiuTe, a Teds1, aBrycT, MPoCTo OPOCHIT Ha TIPOU3BOJ CYABOBI C KYUKOM
MpeTopuaHIieB. XOpOIIIo, UTO 51 TOTAA MPOXOANT MUMO U 3aMeTHJI Bac. Bo3aMokHO, eciii Obl He 1, ThI
OBl ceituac ObLT MEPTB.

SDMWIMN HAUTPAHHO BCILIAKHYJT U IIIMBITHYIT.

— KBHHT — MOl 1yurmid Jpyr ¥ MPOMEHsII MEHs Ha 3Toro /uiMHa. Bee MeHs npepator, gaxe
ApHCTOH.

— BbITh MOXeT, BECh IPETOPUAHCKUI KOPITYC YK€ JaBHO MPUCATHYJ APHUCTOHY, U BCE TOJIBKO
KIYT Ballleld KOHYMHBI, YTOObI OOBSIBUTH HOBOTO MIMITEPATOPA.

— la He-e-eT, ApUCTOHY 3TO He HYkHO. OH He TaKOH, s1 TOYHO 3Halo!

— Jllo6omy uenioBeKy BCKPYKHUT rOJIOBY BIacTb. HUKTO He MOXeT nepen Heid ycTosATh. [Toatomy,
Oy/ib OCTOpOKHEe, aBrycT. HuKoMy He noBepsiii.
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I'1aBa 2. MoJjaoaou ceHATOPp

Becp neHp mpuMHMNUI-LIEHTYpUOH KBUHTUIMI JIeXKypui MOMJIEe MPETOPUAHCKOrO Ja3apera,
Mostsick BceM Ooram Osmmiia. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI CBOIO BHHY Tiepe]] APUCTOHOM, MOO Ha HEM JICKUT
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 32 KU3Hb UMIIEpaTOpcKoi ceMbl. EMy HYkHO ObUIO ObITh BHUMaTesbHee. To, 4to
CTpeJisLTi B APUCTOHA OTPABJIEHHOM CTPEJION SICHO TOBOPUJIO O MOKYIIEHUH — KeJlaHUe YOUTh UMEHHO
HacJleHUKa mpectoia. KTo-To crnequt 3a HUMU U 3HaJ, 4TO 1ie3aph ObLT B 9CKOPTE MMIIEpPATOpa,
MaCKHPYsICh IO TEJIOXPAHUTEIISL. DTO TOBOPUJIO JIUIITL 00 OMHOM — 3aroBop. Ho KTo kenan cMepTH
Apucrony? Anpuan cervyac gajieko ot Puma — umnepatop cocinan ero Ha Kopcuky, B To BpeMs Kak
Vpcyna xkuna Bo aeopiie Ha Karpu. [71aBHbIe 3aroBOpIIMKY ObLTM pa3beIMHEHbl 1 HUKAK HE MOTJIH
KOHTAaKTUpOBaTh. Torma kro 3a 3tu ctout? LIeHTypHOH X0Ten pa3o0paThCsi BO BCEM JIMYHO.

ITo Hactymnenun TeMHOTHI, KBUHT CTOsUI, OOJOKOTHBIIUCH HA KAMEHHYIO CTeHY JlazapeTa u
CMOTpe1 Ha 3BE3HOe He0o. CBEpUKM TUXOHBKO IIe0eTalr B KyCTax, a MPEeTOPUaHIIbl CMEesUTUCh, pac-
CKa3bIBasl APYT JPYry UCTOPUU 32 YKUHOM MojyIe KocTpa. TyT Ha yJMIly BbILLIEN CTapblil Bpad MPeTo-
PHMAHCKOTO KOpITyca, KOTOpsIi Jieurst AprictoHa. Ero 3Bami — ®wurni v oH 0bu1 pogom u3 ['perium.
MoxHO cKka3aTh, COOTEUYECTBEHHUK HACJIEHUKA IPECTONIA. YCIbIIIaB IPUXoN Jiekapsi, KBUHT nosep-
HYJICSI K HEMY JIMIIOM, TpeOysl HOBOCTEH.

— OH npocHycs, — orBeTr Pununm, yasidascs. — MHe Jake yaaaoch ¢ HUM HEMHOTO TOro-
BOPUTb, IIEPBBIE €T0 CJI0BA 3ByYaM Ha rpedeckoM. Kak MpUsATHO CHOBA yC/bIILIATh POAHOM SA3BIK.

KBUHT He cTas npegaBaTbcsi HOCTAIBIMY BMECTE C BPAUOM, a TYT k€ HalpaBUICA K APUCTOHY.

B xoMHare ObUIO TEMHO, CBET MCXOIMII JIUIIIb OT CAJIbHOM CBEYH, KOTOPasi CTOsIa Ha TYyMOOUKe
B yIly. 3amax CTOsUI TEPIKUM U Pe3KUr — OT JieKapcTBa. KBUHT MeIJIEeHHO MOIOIIEN K APUCTOHY
1 BcTasl HarpoTuB. OH CTOsUT ceryac, Kak MpeJaHHbIi CoNar rnepes CBOMM KOMaHIMPOM U CJIOBHO
KJ1aJ1 IpUKasa.

— I'me nmmneparop? — Cnpocui cnabo ApuctoH. OH monycuaen Ha KpOBaTH, MPUKPHIBIIUCH
oziesisioM. PsijioM crosin KyBImH ¢ Botoid. Ero Kyapu npumiumm ko jioy. 311ech 1 rpasia ObuUIo jKapKo
Y AYILIHO.

— C HUM BCE XOpOIIIO, — OTBETUJI IEHTYPHOH U 00epHYJICS BOKpYr. — He XoTuTe moapimars
CBEXXHUM BO3/1yXOM, IOMUHYC?

— Bbuto Obl HETUIOXO, — OTBETUJT APUCTOH.

C NOMOIIIBIO CUIIBHBIX PYK IIEHTYPHOHA, IOHOIITA TIOMHSUICS C KPOBaTH M OOEPHYBIIUCH B Il
KBuHTa, BbIlIeN Ha yuiy. Tam yxe OHM HallUIA IEPEBAHHYI0 CKAMENKY MOJ1JI€ XOJIOIHOW KUPIUYHOU
CTEHBI M PACTIOJIOKUCH. APUCTOH HECKOJIBKO pa3 HaOpaJl IErKKe CBEKUM BO3AYXOM U MPUKPBLI 171232,
WCTBIThIBAsA TPUJIUB CHUIL.

— Crpena Obuta OTpaBjieHa, KTO—TO XOTeJ Bac YOUTb, — HAYaJl CEPhE3HO TOBOPHUTH IIEHTYPHOH,
BHUMATEJILHO ciiefisl 3a peakiueil ApuctoHa. Ho ApUCTOH HUKakK He pearupoBall, CIOBHO €My ObLIO
Bc€ paBHO. Bripouem, Tak u Obut0. 7KuBsi B PrMe, OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 BCTpevasicsl JIMIIOM K JIUILY CO
CMEPTHIO.

— Nmneparop He paneH? — Crpocun ApUCTOH, ITponycTuB cioBa KBuHTa Mumo ymen. Ero
cervac BOJTHOBAJ TOIBKO DMUIIHM.

KBuHT crnerka npopsryan. OH ObUT HEIOBOJIEH, YTO APUCTOH HE LIEHUT COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb.
Hexots oH BCE e OTBeTHI:

— C HuMm Bc€ nipekpacHo. CKakuTe crnacuO0 3TOMY BBICOKOMEPHOMY COIUISIKY Anmmio Ke3ony.
Opk ero nobepu, 1 OTKy/Ia OH TOJIBKO B3siicsi? He mymato, 4to 310 coBnageHue. 3aJHULICH YyBCTBYIO,
910 BCE OBLIO TIOCTPOECHO.

— IIpoctn, Anmuit Kezon? A He ocnpimanca? — YiuBuics ApUCTOH U 3a1yMaJICA.
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— Bui 3Haete ero? — Takske ynuBuics KBuHT u HeMHoro nokpactesn. OH ¥ MOHATUS HE UM,
KTO Ha camoM Jeiie Anmuii Ke3oH, moaToMy Tak cMesio TOBOPHII ITPO HETo.

— la, 3TO MOJIOION CEHATOP, C KOTOPBIM I CErO/IHsI MO3HAKOMMUJICSI B KYPHUM, — OTBETUJI CIO-
KOITHO ApHCTOH.

KBuHT ynapwi ce6s 1o 10y ¥ 4yTh HE YPOHIUT IIIJIeM, KOTOPBIH Aepkal Ha KOJICHSX.

— CnokoiiHo, KBUHT, MHE OH TOXe HEe IOHpPaBWIICS, — CKa3asl ApuctoH. — Kak Monoioi ceHatop
cymel 00e3BpeUTh JIyYHUKOB?

— Jlyunuka, — nomnpaBui 1eHTypuoH. — OH Obul oquH. Anmmii Ke3oH puHyics HaBcTpeuy
cTpesiaM U 9To emié Oojiee CTPaHHO, B HErO HH pa3y He IMOMNajd, CJIOBHO JYYHUK HE COOMpasics B
HETO CTPEJIsATh, a IeJIbI0 OBLIO JIMIIIb HAITYTaTh JIIOel, CO3/1aB IIyM M TTaHUKY. Pa3zymeercs, cMenbuak
yOWMJI CTpeJika TOJIBIMU PyKaMU M OKa3aJiCs repoeM-ToyOoroM B rla3ax He TOJMBKO HApojaa, HO U
umneparopa. Teneps Bce 0 HEM TOJIBKO U TOBOPST, HAa KA A0M YIUTy CJBIIIHO — Annuii Ke3oH, Anmumii
Ke3zon!

ApHCTOH He cTal Hu4Yero orBevyars. OH movecast MogOOPOIOK 1 33 yMaJics, TIIsi/isl Ha YUCTOe
He60. Be€ v BripaB 1y ObLIO CTUAIIIKOM CTpaHHO. CI0Ba IIEHTYPHOHA UMEJTH CMBICIT. TOT COJIAT CITUIII-
KOM MPOHMIIATENIEH U Kak APUCTOH YK€ TOBOPUJI — JTydIlui ciieioBaresib B Pume. Komy u nopyuats
TaKoe JIeJI0, TaK 3TO TOJIbKO KBUHTY.

APHCTOH MOAHSJICS CO CKaMbU M UyTh He yrasl. OH ObUI CIIUIIKOM €120, YTOOBI Ky/Ia-TO UITH.
[TosTOoMy OH perniI MoJOK ATk JI0 YTPa, YTOOBl BEPHYTHCS OOpaTHO BO JIBOpEIl.

&k

Y1pom monozoii Le3app uyBcTBOBaJ ce0s1 HAMHOTO JTydilie. Bripoyem, He J0CTaTOYHO XOPOIIIO,
YTOOBI TIOKMHYTb MPETOPUAHCKUI J1a3apeT 1 BepHYTbcsl BocBosick B Ilanatun. Ho Bompeku mpock-
6am 1 yroBopam LeHTypruoHa KBuHTa, ApuCTOH HACTOMYHMBO PENIMII OTIPABUTHCS K MIMIIEpaTopy, He
B3Upasi Ha TO, YTO €r0 COCTOSIHUE HeJTb3s1 ObLIIO Ha3BaTh OIArOMPHUSATHBIM IS IOE3IKU. APUCTOH ObLT
CJIMIIIKOM 03200Y€H BUEpPAITHUM BEYEPHUM Pa3rOBOPOM C IIEHTYPHOHOM U €r0 CUJIbHO OECTIOKOMIIO
CJIy4HMBIIIeeCs Ha TJIOMIAU. DTO SIBHO MTPOU3OIILUIO HE CIIyYaiiHO U uMesio 3HayeHue. Ctpesna nomnania
MMEHHO B APUCTOHA — 3HAYUT KTO-TO XOTeJ CHOBa ero youts. Heyxemnu, Anpuan B Pume? 1o Apu-
CTOHY eIlIE MPeCTOsIO Y3HATh, & TOKA OH, B COITPOBOK/IEHUM HEOOJBILIOTO 3CKOPTA U3 IPETOPHAHIIEB
BO IJIaBe LieHTypuoHa KBUHTMIMSA, €xal Ha BOPDOHOM KOHE BO JIBOpEIl.

[Tneyo BcE emE Hoenno, HO KOMIPeCcc, KOTOPBIN MOCTaBUI rpedeckuid Bpad Ouumii, B 007b-
1€l CTENeHU MOMOT U OT s1J1a He OCTaJIoCh HU cresia. VIHTepecHo, Te, KTO MOKYCUJICS Ha €r0 KU3Hb
— OyIIyT YIUBJIEHBI TOMY, YTO MOJIOZIOW HACTIGJHUK OCTAJICS KWB?

VT1po 66110 3HONHBIM. VIOHBCKOE COJTHIIE TTEKJIO TOJIOBY. APUCTOH Ha/Ie KAITIOIIOH, YTOOBI KaK-
TO yOepeubcsi OT 0OXKHUTAOIIUX JTyueit AnoyioHa. ['0J10Ba HEMHOTO KPYKHIJIach, HO APUCTOH CTapasics
aepxathb ceOsi B uyBcTBax. EMy HYy’KHO BCTPETUThCS ¢ DMIIIMEM BO UTO Obl TO HU cTajio. Eciu stoT
ceHaropiika Annuil Ke3oH ceituac Bo 1Bople, ’KU3Hb UMIIepaTopa B ornacHocTu. [loatomy Apucron
YCKOPWJI CBOIO JIOMIAh U OPOCHB €331 BCATHUKOB, PUHYJICS BO JBOpell. Bripouem, oHM UTak ObLIH
yXke PsIOM.

[No npuObITHN, APUCTOH OTITYCTHII TIPETOPHAHIIEB, HO LIEHTYPUOHA OH TIOIPOCKJT OCTAaThCS.

— Jlepxu Meu HarotToBe, — MOCOBETOBAJI APUCTOH €MY.

BripoueM, LIEHTYpUOH HE CTal 3aJaBaTh HUKAKMX BOIIPOCOB M MOJIYA MOAYMHUJIICS NPHUKA3y.
OH To%)e€ He noBepsul ANNUIO ¥ YyBCTBOBAJI HAIIPSIKEHUE.

APpUCTOH CHSUT JOPOXKHBIH TUIAI M OTJAJT €70 B PyKH MPOXOJSIIEro pada, 3aTeM HalpaBHIICs B
CTOPOHY TPOHHOTO 3aJIa, HA/IESICh HATU UMIIepaTopa TaM. Bpemsi monjeHb, 1 OH JIOJKEH ObLT yike
MPUCTYIIUTH K CBOMM OOSI3aHHOCTSIM. B mocieiHee BpeMst UMIiepaTop BCTaBajl OUeHb PaHo.
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He ycren ApucTOH 3aiiTH B TPOHHBIM 3aJ1, KaK YCJBIIIAJ JOHOCHBIIEECS MYKCKOW CMeX U3
TpukJMHUA. ['010ca ObUTO 1Ba 1 002 OHM Ka3aJIMCh 3HAKOMBIMHU. [IepBbIii MpUHAJIEKAT UMITEPATOPY,
a BTOPOl APUCTOH HE MOT BCTIOMHHTb.

LlenTypuroH nmocMoTpes Ha ApUCTOHA, OKKUasl ero nociueayomux aeicteuid. Lezaps, pasyme-
eTcsl, HarpaBUJICs K UCTOYHMKY 3ByKa. [lomoias K apke, BeAyIlel K TPUKJIMHUIO, APUCTOH OCTaHO-
BWJICSL M CTIPSITAJICS 32 CTEHOM, He pelasich mokas3arh ceOs. KBUHT BJIOXKWI Me4 B HOXKHBI, TTOHSB,
YTO MOBOAA /17151 OECTIOKOMCTBA HET. DTO BCETO JIMIIh UMIEPATOP MPOBOIUT BPEMsI CO CBOMM HOBBIM
npyroMm. HoBbim jipyrom?

— B nerctBe s 6e3yMHO JIIOOUIT HAPSIKATHCS IEBUOHKOM, — TOBOPHII MbSTHBIM TOJIOCOM DMIIHI,
TMOMTyJIeka Ha Kpeciie. — Mo OTell )KeCTOKO HaKa3bIBal MEHsI 32 MOM BBIXO/IKH, Ha3bIBast MEHSI YPOIOM.
A 51 He TIOHMMAIO — TT0YeMY MBI BCE JTOJDKHBI CJIEJJOBATh 3TUM TPEKJIATHIM cTtepeoTuriam? MykunHa
JOJKeH 00sI3aTeNIbHO OBITh BOMHOM, a JKEHIIMHA — IPUMEPHON KeHoW. Heyxenu, Hesb3s1 HapyIInTh
CHCTEeMY U C/IeNIaTh TaK, YTOOBI BCe ObUTM paBHBI? BbLT ObI OTAETBHBIN JIETUOH, T/Ie CITY KUK OBl TOJTBKO
JKEHIIIMHBI-AMa30HKH, & MYXXKYMHBl — BOCIHUTHIBAIN OBl JOMa JETel M YECTHO KAaTd CBOMX KEH C
BOWHBI. Bbi1o OB 320aBHO!

Anmnmii Ke3oH pacxoxoraiicst cjioBam DMWIMsS 1 3aaluIOAMpPOBAJL.

— Mup 61 comién ¢ yma! — [TpokomMmmeHTHpOBa ceHaTop. — My:KUMHBI ObI CTaJI HOCUTB TUIAThS
Y BBIXOIUTH 3aMYX 3a ceOe MofI0OHbIX Mykeld. MyKX4rHa J0JKeH ObITh MYXXUYMHOW BO BCEX CMBICTIAX
3TOTO CJIOBA.

SOMUIMI Npe3pUTenbHO (DBIPKHYII, BRIpaXkasi HEOBOJIBCTBO U MOMPOCHI paOBbIHIO HATTUTH MY
em€ BuHa. CMyriasi, Moofasi AEBYIIKA, JIET MATHAALATH, TPOKa BCEM CBOMM XPYIKUM TEJIOM, MOJI0-
1112 BIUIOTHYIO K MbsTHOMY MMIIEpaTOpy U MOIHSB TSDKENBINA KYBIIMH, CTajla HAJIMBAaTh BUHO B 30710~
TOI GOKaJ1 uMrieparopa. Bputo BUIHO, Kak JIeBYIIIKa BOIHYeTcs M OouTcs rpasutens. [loka aeByIika
HaJIMBaJIa, UMIIEPATOP HEMPUIMYHO HAOMI0/1a 32 paObIHEH.

— XM, y TeOs1 KpacHBOE IIaThe, — CKa3asl UMIIepaTop, oopamasich K paObHe.

— Bnaronapio, Baie aBrycTeiecTBo, — HEyBEpEeHHO OTBETHIIA JEBYIIIKA.

— PazneBaiicsi, — HEOKUIAHHO TTPUKA3AJT UMIIEPATOP.

JleByIIka ¢ HeAOyMEHHEM IMOCMOTpeNia CHavyaja Ha MMIlepaTtopa, 3aTeM Ha ceHatopa. OHa
CJIOBHO MPOCHJIA O TIOMOIIIHY, OE3MOJIBHO MOJIJIACh OOTam. . .

— I'ocriogus, mpouty Bac...

— Kak cmeens Thl, )KEHIIIMHA, TPOTUBUTHCS MPHKa3aM CBOETO umrieparopa? — BeicokomepHO
cKazaj1 AMmnuil.

JleBymika meénoTom u3BMHMWIACh. OHa OIMYCTHIIA TOJIOBY BHHU3, YTOOBI HE MOKAa3bIBATH CBOM
CNE3Bl. ApUCTOH ObLT OoJiee YeM M3yMJIEH. Heykenu ero Ipyr pemi YCTPOUTh OPrHio cpefib Oena
nHsa?

JleByIIka MeJUIeHHO Havyajla CHUMAaThb JISIMKM CO CBOETO IUIaThsi, HEOECHOTO IIBETA, IMBITAsICh
O/IHOBPEMEHHO TIPUKPHITH MOJIOAYIO TPY/b.

Anmuit Ke3oH Hacnakaaicsi KpacaBuIiel, a UMIepaTop TeM BpeMeHeM yXke CHsUI C cedst Tory
M CTOSUI HAlpOTHB JEBYIIKM B OIHON HaOeqpeHHOW moBsizke. Ero tesno ObUIO TOIUM, HO CHIIb-
HBIM. ['pyab OKpBIBaIM YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOPHIE IEJIANIN €r0 MyKeCTBeHHee. APUCTOH MPOIOIIKAT
HaOmoaaTh 3a KapTrHOW. Ec/ii uMmiepatop 3axoveT HaapyraTthCs HaJl MOJIOJION JEBYIIIKOM, OH BMe-
IIaercsl.

PabbiHs cHsIa MOCIEIHIO JISIMKY U IJIaThe MEUICHHO CIION3/I0 BHU3. [leByika ObICTpo Mpu-
Kpbuia rpyas 1 nax. ['onoBy oHa He nogauMasia. E€ TémHble Bostoch! Tpsiciuchk. PaObiHs népranach B
JIMXOpaJKe Kak OT BOJTHEHHMS, TAK U OT PhIIAHUS.

— OcraBb 1 MHE KyCOUeK, IMUINM, — IOMPOCUT ATIHUI, 0OMN3bIBasI TYOHI.

Hmnepatop momomeén mouTd BIUIOTHYIO K JEBYIIKE M TOMIAIWI e€ MO rojoBe. ApHCTOH
Harpsircst. OH yxe roToB ObUT BBIATH, HO TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO AAJIbIIIE, €0 OCTAHOBHIIO.

29



C. PobuncoH. «Hacnenuuk nmmneparopa 2»

MmniepaTop moaHsiI ¢ 1oJia 1yIaThe U Haval ero HaJleBaTh Ha ceOsl. PaObIHs epecTana riakarh
¥ OCMEJTUJIACh TIOCMOTPETD Ha MpaBUTENA. ANIMUIN Toxke ObLUT U3yMJIEH. DMUINI HalleN Ha ceOs men-
KOBOE ToJTy00e IIaThe U TOpIAeMBO BRIIPSMUICS. Ero cuibHble pykH U Bosiocatasi rpyb, K COXa-
JICHUIO, He JIeJIaii ero *keHcTBeHHee. OIHaKo, UMIiepaTop Tak He curtasl. OH yOpasl CBOM JIOKOHBI
Ha3aJ] 1 CaMOJIOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— Mens tenepb 30ByT — EsieHa, — mporoBopui1 UMIiepaTop, UMUTHPYs TOJI0C KeHIMHBL. U ciie-
IyeT 3aMETUTb, ITO Y HETO HEIUIOXO MOTy4aIoCh.

OH ormycTus1 paObIHIO U MOMPOCKI €€ HaleTh HOBOE TulaThe. Anmuii paccTpowicsi. OH SIBHO
TOTOBUWJICS] K COBMECTHOW OPTUM.

— A 181 yTO X0Ten? He Oyny e 51 M3MbIBaThCs HaJl MAJIEHBKOW JIEBOYKOM.

ApucrtoH BbioxHYI. OH MOHsI, YTO TMopa AaTh 0 cede 3HaTh. OH OTIMYCTHI IIEHTYPHOHA —
OoJIbIlie OH He BUJIEN HATOOHOCTH €ro 37Iech 3a/iepkuBath. [ToMoIs eMy Oosbliie He HyKHa.

Korma Apucton 3amén, oH, 6e3yClIOBHO, C/IeNal BUJI, YTO He MOACTYIIUBAT UX U HUYErO He
BUjIeNl. 3aMeTHB APHUCTOHA, DMUIUN TIOMIEPXHYIICS BUHOM U JIOJTO KAIUIsUI, TIPEkK/Ie YeM 4To-JIM00
CKaz3aTb.

— O Gorwu, Te MeHs uyTh He youn! — [ToxkanoBasics ummneparop.

— I[Iporry MeHs IpOCTUTD, aBTYCT, — IOYTUTESIBHO CKa3aJl APUCTOH, C HEIOBEpUEM IOTJIs1IbIBasI
Ha Anmnusi Ke3ona. Ke3oH He ka3ascst yquBIEHHBIM, CJIOBHO OH OKUJaJT PUX0Ja APUCTOHA. 3HAYUT,
OH HE MPUYACTEH K MOKYIIEHHIO?

ApUCTOH MOAOMIEN ONIMKE ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak BbI ceOst uyBCcTBYeETE, aBrycT?

OH HapouuTo oOpamaics K HeMy, He Kak K CBOeMy JIpYTy, a Kak K UMIIepaTopy, YTOObI HATIOM-
HUTb 3TOMY BBICKOUKE CEHATOPY, KTO Takoil IMuiInid. EMy He HOHpaBMIOCh, YTO ANIUI HA3bIBAETCS
ero 1o umeHu. TonbKO APUCTOH MOTI Ha3pIBaTh UMIIepaTopa Tak. Bo3MOxHO, OH /1a)e peBHOBAJ.

— A7 51 — mbsin! MHe 1 XopoI1o 1 ofHOBpeMeHHO xouetcst OneBath. Ho s T-a-ak ycran, Axusuiec.
Tol Beap Axusuiec?

Nmrnieparop nogHsics ¢ oxka 1 4yTh He ynail. Illarasce, oH mogomen Kk ApUcTOHy U IOLEI0BaJ
ero B ryObl. OT DMuUs cMepiesio BAHOM. APUCTOH Ope3rIMBO yOpasl oT ceOs TeJIo UMIiepaTopa u
BBITEP CJIIOHSIBBIC TYOBI THIJTBHOW CTOPOHOW PYKH.

— Axuyuiec, Hy uTo ThI? D710 *ke 51 — Enena. Teost mo6oBs! Criacu ke meHs1! Criacu!

Nmneparop Hauan npucraBath K ApUCTOHY, Jianasl €ro 3a 3aJHI0 YacTh U IbITAsCh MOLEJIO-
BaTh. Anmmii Ke30H HaOmoqas 3a STUM ¥ TPOMKO CMESIICH.

APpUCTOHY HaJJ0€JI0 3TO M HE PACCUUTAB CHJIBI, OH OTOPOCKII UMIIEPaTOP Ha3a/l, OTYEro TOT yra
Ha TOJI ¥ 4yTh He yaapwiics rojoBoi 06 croi. I[liedo gano o ceGe 3HaTh U APUCTOH CKaB 3yOBbl,
cxXBaTuiIcs 3a pyKy. OH He X0Tes1 0eCIOKOMTb UMIIepaTopa 1o 3ToMY MoBoxy.  VimmepaTtop nogHsics
u cen Ha noJ1. Annuil Ke3oH BCTynuiics B €ro 3aiury:

— la xak oI cMeetb! Tol 4yTh He yOus ummneparopa!

SOMUIMI MaxHyJ PyKOH, MPOCs MPEeKpaTuTh Kpudarh. Y Hero 0ojena rojioBa 1mocjie HOUHOM
MbSHKU.

— He ynpekaii ero, — ckazai uMIieparop, 3arjieTaBIiieMcst FoJIoCOM. — DTOT KypTU3aH BCE ele
He Hayudusicsi MaHepam. Bee Bpemst meHst mozoput. M3-3a Hero Hajo MHOM Bee cmetotest B Pume. ['ie
3TO BUAAHO, YTOOBI MIMIIEPATOP HA3HAYMJI CBOMM HACJIETHUKOM Kakoro-to pada. Hy naaHo, nagHo —
ObI-B-11I-€-TO.

— [TonmHOCTEIO € TOOOH COrIaceH, DMUWINM, — cKa3al AINUN.

Ceituac Annuii HaroMuHan Axpuana. Ta ke yJIbiOKa U TO ke BBICOKOMepHE.

APHCTOH CiKaJl KyJIaku OT 3710cTU. OH XOTeJ 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO NepeyMai. DMUINN CIUIII-
KOM TIbsH, YTOOBI TIOHATH €ro. Bo3moxHO, oH 3a0yaer 060 BcéM. Ho cyTh B TOM, UTO TbsTHBIE JIIOAU
CMeliee B CJIOBaX M TOBOPSAT TO, UTO TyMaloT Ha camoM Jieie. OT 3Toro 0bu1o enié 6oabpHeld. ApUCTOH
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MOBEPHYJICS CIMHOM U 3alliaraji Ipoyb. DMUWINI He BUJEN, Kak OH yxoauil. OH pa3iokuics Ha Moy
U yXe Xparell.

ApucToH noHs1, yto Annuid Ke3oH He nMpocTo Tak MosiBWICS B KK3HU ero apyra. OH xoyer
MOCCOPUTH UMITIEpaTopa ¢ HUM, 4yToOBI n30aBuThes. To ke camoe xotenu Aapuad u Ypeyna. Cieno-
BAaTEJIbHO, KTO-TO SIBHO ITPUYACTEH K TOMY.

APpPHCTOH MOKMHYJI JBOPELl U BepHYJIcS B IpeTopraHckuil kopmyc. IToka Anmnuit Ke3on Haxo-
AWTCS TaM, OH He J0JIKeH NosBIAThCs Ha [TanatuHe. OH J0JIKEeH BO BCEM pa300paThes 31ech, BMECTE
¢ KBuHTOM.

&k

Bvicokue 3010mole Koa0cbs 8 YHUCOH KONeOAAUCL NOO 8030€licmeuem meénno2o I0HCHO20 6empal.
Ilone 6b110 HACMOABLKO 3010MbIM, UMO KA3AA0CH — NOO HO2AMU COAHeuHblli Ouck. Ilpexpachviii
IOHOWa cuden noone cmapozo oyoda u cosepyan 3axam. Hmnepamop wén, pazosuzas pykamu KOA0Cbs
6 HanpasneHuu oepesa. Konoces Oblau HACMONLKO MAKUMU, UIMO HANOMUHANU YEM-MO NYUWUCTYIO
KOBbl1b.

— Apucmon, — ckazan uMnepamop, Ko20a NOOOUén K roHoule.

Apucmon omowén om 0epesa u NOBEPHYACS K umnepamopy auyom. Ezo 2onyovle 2naza cmom-
peau Ha 8AACMUMenst YKOPUMenbHoIM 83245100M. Bzeasoom omua na nposurusuiezocs covina. Hmne-
Pamop xomen ¢ HUM no2080pumMv, HO APUCHOH He CMa €20 CAyuamv. MeoaeHHbIM uwazom oH Yxoou.
Yxooun 6 zaxam. Ewé nemHozo u on pacmeopuicsi.

SOMuui OTKpbUI Ma3a. «Kakoe cuactbe, 9To 3TO ObUT BCETO JIMIIL COH», — OILYMAaJl OH.

Heckobko MUHYT OH HEKHUIICS B ITOCTENU U TIBITAJICS pa30THATH CHBI. 3aTeM, OCO3HaB, KTO OH
TaKoOM, DMWIMI Pe3KO BCKOYMII U TYT e CXBaTHWJICH 3a rosyioBy. [lociie BuepaiHei nbsiHKM TOLHWIO U
MyTIJI0. K ropity BHE3aItHO Moj1oien ropbKMil KOM M He COBJIaIaB ¢ COOOH, MMITEpaTop NepeBaHICs
3a KpoBaTh W Havaj OJeBaTh Ha MEPCUICKHUI KOBEP B cBOeH criayibHe. OUUCTHB KETyIOK, OH JIET
00paTHO Ha TMOCTeJNb 1 3aCTOHAI. Boposa Oblia rpsi3HOM, BOJIOCH BCKJIOUEHBI. A Okl U HEe ObLIO
BoBce. YUTo BUepa npou30ILI0, OH HE TIOMHUIL

— O, opyxuiue, Thl yKe IPOCHYJICS.

DT cI0Ba MPUHAYIEKATN ATINUI0. DMWIUNA HE OKUAAJ €ro 371eCh YBUJIETh, [IO3TOMY CHJIBHO
CMYTHJICSI ¥ OBICTPO TPHUKPBLT HArO€ TeJIO MOKpbhIBasIoM. OJJHOBPEMEHHO OH BBITUPAJ OOPOLY pyKOU
OT COIEP)KUMOTO KEyIKa.

— Yto?..Yt0...TH 31€Ch aeiaemnib? Yto s 3geck nenan? KTo g Takoid. ..

— V-y-y, — IpoTsiHY/T HeBeceslo ATINUIA U cell Ha Kpai Jioxka. — CUJIBHO ke Ha TeOsl IeHCTBYeT
(panepHckoe BUHO.

— 4 Gonpinie He Oyny Tk, KIsHYCh FOmutepom! — BypkHyn Dmunmii.

7Kectom pyku oH nonpocusi Anmnusi OTBEpHYThCs. TOT, yCMeXHYBIIUCH, MOAYMHUIICST. DMUIUI
HayaJl UCKaTh TYHUKY, HO BMECTO He€ OOHAPYKWII Ha MOJTy UbE-To Tuiathe. OH C HeJOyMEeHUEeM CMOT-
PeJT Ha HEero ¥ MBITAJICS BCIIOMHUTD, YTO OHO 3[1ECh JIeTIaeT.

— He nipuriomMH10, 9T0o0BI 51 C KEM-TO CIiall. .. Bripoyem, s HU4ero He IOMHIO.

Anmnuii, He CMOTPs Ha TIPUKAa3, MOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY UMITEPATOPa U HEMPUJIMIHO Pa3IJIs/ibl-
Basl HAroe TeJIo Jpyra, MOSICHILT:

— Tw1 3a0pasn ero y Toi paOblHH, KOTOPast IPUCITYKMBaJIa HaM.

SDMWIMHI IIUPOKO PACKPbUI I1a3a U elI€ CUJIbHEE MOKPACHE, UCIIBITHIBASI CTHIJL.

— A IOTOM MBI ¢ TOOOM TIOKEHUIHCH ?..— OCTOPOKHO TIPEATIONOKIT DMUIUMA, UICKpPEHHEe HaJle-
sICh HA OTPHLIATENILHBIN OTBET.

Ho B™mecTo oTBeTa Anmuil rpOMKO paccMesiICs.

— IIpuBenu cedst B MOpsIOK, aBrycT. Vale!
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[Tocne aTux cnoB, Annuii OTKPbUI IBEPHU ClIAJIbHU U BbilIeN. Kyna oH HaripaBuics — OH He CKa-
3as1. Ho umnieparop Hajesuicsi, YTo OH yIIEN JOMOM, KOO TOCiIe ero yXoaa, OH HaKOHEeIl OCO3HAJI, YTO
STOT MOJIOZION YeJIOBeK CKBEPHO Ha Hero BiusieT. A 4To ecim 00 3ToM ciiydae y3HaioT B Pume? Ero
peryTaiusi cHoBa Obl momnaTHysnack! Ero OyayT cuMTarh STOMCTUYHBIM IMbSHULIEH, KOTOPBI KyTUT
rOCy/IapCTBEHHBIM OIOZIKETOM C yTpa [0 Beuepa, TpaTsl AEHbI'M CBOETO HApoJa Ha MUTHBIX KypTH3a-
HOK. «KypTH3aHoK. ..»

SDMUIHIA CHOBA BCTIOMHUJT TIPO CBO¥ COH. DTOT COH FOBOPHJI TOJIBKO 00 OTHOM — A PUCTOH YeM-
TO HeloBOJIeH. OH SIBHO B YEM-TO TPOBUHUIICS. ..HO OH He MOMHWMIT — B 4éM UMEHHO. EIMHCTBEHHBDII
KTO 3HaJI OTBET — TaK 3TO AMNIUI.

Bckope BbIsICHUIIOCH, YTO ANNUE U BIpaBLy MOKUHYI qBopen. Ho Hagonro mm?

OnpaBuBIIKCH TOCIIE MbSHKU U IPUBENs ce0sl B MOPSI0K, UMIIepaTop mo3saji k cede KaroHa.
BonbHOOTIYIIIEHHVK He3aMeIIMTETbHO OTOPOCHIT BCE CBOU JIeJIa M SIBUJICS K CBOeMY rocroanHy. OH
ObLT paji, BHOBb YBUJETh TPE3BOTO BiacTUTeNs. Anmnuii KaToHy Takke He CMMIaTU3UPOBAL.

— Bairie aBrycreiiiectBo, kKak Baiiie 3apaBue? — Tyt xe cripocuit KaTton.

SOMuMil cuaen B CBOEM KaOMHETe, pa3okMBIIMCh Ha Jioke. [ooBa ero Obuia OMPOKUHYTA
Hazaj. bputo nmoxosxe, 4To oH cruT. KaToH BOMPOCUTENHHO OIJISHYJICS ¥ cOOpAJICs YXOOUTh, HO MIMITe-
paTop OCTAaHOBUJI €TO KeCTOM PYKH. BOJIBHOOTIYIIEHHUK YJIBIOHYJICS, HO YBHIIEB UMIIEpaTOpa N3Me-
HWICS B JIVILIE.

JIuk nummnepartopa ObUT HACTOJIBKO TYYHBIM, YTO Ka3aJIoch nmouepHesno. I1of rina3amu BUIHEHCh
MEIIIKH ITOCTIe MTbTHKY, BOJTHUCTBIE BOJIOCH OBLTH BCKJIOUEHBI, 00pOj1a MOKPO# OT 1oTa. OH ObLT IIOX0XK
Ha OpoAsITy WM OTIIENbHUKA-(pUIocoda.

— Baie aBrycreiiinecTBo, cMelo yIIpeKHYTh Bac 3a Ballly HEONpsATHOCTb. [IpaButemo PrmMckoi
Vimniepun He mpUCTao yrnogoOasaThCsl CBOMM BHEITHEM BHIIOM — TUIe0e0.

Bmecto orBeta DMuiMii MaxHy/1 pyKOM, Bblpakasi HEIOBOJILCTBO. KaToH TyT ke 3amosnyai,
CMUPEHHO TOTYITUB B30P BHU3.

— I'me Apucron? — HakoHell cipocusl MU CLIOKOWHBIM TOHOM.

Karon 3amsisicst 1 He cnienmmi ¢ oTBeToM. TorJa uMrneparop MOBTOPUIJI CBOM BOITPOC, TOJBKO
yxe OoJiee MOBEIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM.

— B nperopuanckom Kopityce, — HaKOHeI] OTBeTHJI KaToH 1 3aKpbL 171a3a, CIOBHO OKU/1asl Kaphbl.

HeosxunanHo, iMriepatop BCoMHI cioBa Anmust. OH Toraa eme Obu1 0os1ee Ui MeHee Tpe3B,
MIO3TOMY CMOT 3allOMHHTB, TeM O0Jiee — STH CJIOBA €ro TOT/IA CHJIBHO 33111 Y 3aCTABHJIH 32 {yMaThCsl.
«...DBITh MOXeT, BeCh IPETOPHAHCKUI KOPITYC YKe IaBHO MPUCSITHYJ APUCTOHY, U BCE TOJIBKO JKAYT
Ballleil KOHYMHBI, YTOOBI OOBSBUTH HOBOTO UMIIEPATOPa». MU HE XOTEI BEPUTD B ITO U HATESIICS,
YTO BCEMY €CTh pa3yMHOe OOBSICHEHHE.

— Yt0 OH Tam 3a0bL1?

— Bamr npuémHbIii ChIH TIpeObIBaeT B KOPITYce yKe BTOpoii AeHb. OH He HOYeBaI BO ABOPIIE.

Nmnepatop mopo3puTenbHo Npuiypusics. HECKOIbKO ceKyH I, ero JIMIO TO BBIpakajio Heao-
BOJIbCTBO, TO THEB, TO yCTaOCTh. HakoHell, OH MOTHSUICS C JI0kKa M OBICTPBIM IIaroM HaIpaBHJICS
npoub. Katon nocremmmn 3a HuM. B3rsaa nMrieparopa HAMOMUHAM TOT, KOTJja OH y3HAI, 4TO AJpuaH
— HarvIblid JITYH U IIpeaaTeib.

DMUIHIN B35LJT ¢ COOOM IECSITOK MPETOpUaHIeB U Med. KaTtoH obecrokoeHHO Habmoaat 3a mpo-
ucxonsimem. Heyxenu, ummeparop yober ApuctoHa? 3adyeM eMy Med U CTOJIbKO BOMHOB? KatoH
HaJesuICs TIOUTH BMECTE C MPAaBUTENIEM, OJJHAKO TOT 3alIPETU €My IMTOKUIATh JBOPELL.

— Bcé€ oTHIONb He Tak, Kak BaM Kaxetcsi, aBryct! — Ckazan HactaBieHusi KatoH, npexie yem
uMIepaTop MOKUHY. aBopel] PrnaBues.
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[TpeTopuaHIpl paylIHO BCTPETHIN UMIIEPATOPa, OMHAKO DMIUTHIA HE CIIEIINII CO BCEMU OOHU-
MartbCsl, KaK 3TO JieJiajl yalie BCero npu Berpede. [{BopIioBbie rBapAeIibl B35 UMIIEpaTopa B Kape 1
He MOJITYCKaJIM K aBrycry Jiozei. [IperopuaHisl Hayaau HeIOyMEHHO neperopapuBarbesi. OHM erme
HE BUJIEJIN UMIIEPATOPA «TAKUM>.

[Tpoiins elme HecKOIbKO METPOB, DMUJIMIA ocTaHOBIMIICA. HarpoTus crostt neHtyproH KBunTH-
T, DTO OH MOCTYXWJI MPUUMHON MX OCTaHOBKHU. Ouliep yaapui KyJlIakoM B TPyAb U OTAAJ MOYTH-
TEJILHO PUMCKHIA caumioT. [1o MBIIITKOM OH IepskaJl CBOH IIUIEM C TOTIEPYSHHBIM TPeOHEM.

— IpuHiienc, yem Mbl 00s13aHbI BariieMy Bu3uTy? — Cripocuit KBUHT, ¢ TTOI03peHrEM OCMaTpH-
Basi IBOPLOBBIX BOMHOB. OHM He MOAITYCKAIH EHTYPUOHA K UMIIepaTopy, 3arOPOIUB €My MPOXOI.

OpHako, YBUJIEB CTAPOTO APYra, DM MOMPOCHIT PA3OUTUCH U TIOAITYCTHII K ce0Oe IIeHTYpH-
oHa. OH ObLT paj emy.

— I'ne Bol nepxute Apucrona? — Hakonery cripocui ummneparop. — OH 371ech?

KBuHT KuBHYIIL.

— OTBeau MeHs K Hemy, HeMeJIeHHO !

LleHTyprOH, HUYETO He TOBOPS, HAPABUJICSA B CTOPOHY JiazapeTa. MiMrieparop mociesoBai 3a
HUM. [IBOPLIOBBIE IIIJIM C3a/IH.

Hoiins no na3zapera, IEHTYpUOH ocTaHOBUIICA. MimniepaTop mobnarogapui ero. JKectoM oH rpu-
Ka3aJI CBOMM JIIOZISIM OCTaThCS Ha YIUIIE U 5KAaTh ero. To, 4To ApUCTOH ObLI B JTa3apeTe yKe YAUBUIIO
ero. OJJHaKO OH MPOJIOJIKAJ JepPKaTh PYKY Ha PYKOSITKE CBOETO Meya.

3aiins B nazapet, oH Bcrpetuiics ¢ Pummnmom. Bpau cpasy moHsu1, KTo mepes HUIM CTOUT U
TaJI HUII B 3HAK YBaKEHUSI.

— 51 HUKOMY HMYEro He TOBOPHJI, — CKa3al HEOKMIAHHO Bpad.

Nmneparop He moHsI, uTo MMen B Buay Pummri. Bpau ykasan najisiieM B KOMHATY JI1s1 O0JTb-
HBIX. TaM B psAJ] CTOSUIM KpOBAaTH U TIO(SKK, HA KOTOPBIX Jiexkaau OObHbIE peTopuaHiipl. [onro
ocMmarpuBasi TEMHYI0O KOMHATy U TIpUBJIeKasi K ceOe BHUMaHWEe BOMHOB, UMIIEPATOp HAKOHell 0OHa-
PYXWJI B yIJTy 3HaKOMYIO (purypy. BosibHbIe TPOBOXaAIM B3MISIIOM UMITEPATOpa, ciado OTIaBasi eMy
camot. OHaKo uMIiepaTop He oOpaiiag Ha HAX BHAMAaHUs, YCTPEMHUB CBOM B30p HAa ApPHUCTOHA.
[Monoiast K yriny, OH yBUJEI JIeKallero noj ofgesiyioM oHomry. Jlexan o Ha OOKY, 1iedo ObLIo repe-
BSI3aHO TKAHBIO. Y3HAJ UMIIEpaTOp €ro JIUIIIb 0 30I0THIM KyApsiM. TONBKO Y HEro ObLIM TaKue Tpe-
KpacHbI€ BOJIOCHI.

Nmnepatop HenoymeBai. OH HUKaK He 0KU/IAJ TAKOTO TOBOPOTA COOBITHIA. MBICIIEHHO Ha Ipo-
TSOKEHUU BCEU JIOPOTH B TTPETOPUAHCKUIA KOPITYC OH TOTOBUJI peub. To, Kak OH OOBUHUT APHCTOHA B
MIpe/IaTeNbCTBE M TO, KaK APUCTOH permuT youTs ero. U To, Kak mpetopuaHiipl HanmayT Ha MMIlepa-
TOpa ¥ MPOBO3IJIACAT APUCTOHA CBOMM aBrycToM. Hudero sToro He ObU10.

SDMWIMHI ceJl Ha KOJIEHU U TIOJIOXKUIT CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha Kpai Jioxka. OH MPUKOCHYJICS K BOJIOCAM
ApucToHa 1 Hadasl noriakuBath. OT NMOMMAXUBaHUs, APUCTOH IPOCHYJICSI U OTKPBLUI I71a3a. YBHUICB
niepes cOOOM JIMIIO UMIIepaTopa, OH B3IPOTHYJL.

— DMUWINAHA, YTO THI. ..

— Tue, Tue, — MpoIIENTAT UMIIEPATOP, MBITASICh YCIIOKOUTH JIPYTa.

APpUCTOH mpHces Ha JIOKe U Hadyal OObSCHSITHCS.

— IIpoctu, DMunmii, st He XOTes, YTOOBI ThI y3HaT 00 3ToM. [IpocTH, UTO He cKa3all.

— Ko 1ebs1 panun?

ApUCTOH NOHSUI, YTO HET CMBICJIA CKPBIBATh M PEIIMJ pacCKa3aTh MpaBay. Beicimymias, IMumii
MOHUK TOJIOBOI BHU3 U 3aXHBIKAJ.

— Ilpoctu, mpocTy, MOM MUJIBI, 51 He 3HaJ. S Mymas Tl Ipeial MeHsl ¥ TOTOBHUIIIb 3ar0BOP C
MouMu nipetopuanuamu. Kakoii s riynen!
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— Kak 161 MOT BOOOIIIE 110 3TOrO NOIyMaThes? — Crerka Bo3myTiicss ApuctoH. OH ObLT 301 Ha
SMuUIMS MOCIe BUEPAITHETo pa3roBopa. — YBEpeH, UTo 3T0 ANNuUil 3acTaBuil TeOs1 MOBEPUTDH B STOT
Open. He moBepsiii eMy — MHe KaKeTcsl TO MOKYIIIeHHe ObLIO TIOICTPOCHO.

DMK 3aMeTHI 3JI0CTh B ToJIoce APUCTOHA U CITPOCHIT:

— UYro ciayunnocs? Anmuit oduen teds? [Touemy Thl ¢ TakOW HEHABUCTHIO TOBOPUIIL O HEM?
OH criac MHe JXU3Hb, U THI JJOJDKEH OBITh eMy OJIarofapeH 3a To, UTo s CTOI0 ceilvac nepes ToOOM.

APpUCTOH ymapuil pyKo# 1Mo KpOBaTv M BCTaJl BIUIOTHYIO K umriepatopy. OH cMOTpes Ha Hero
CHU3Y BBEPX M IBITAJICS 3aIJISIHYTh MY B IV1a3a. IMWINI OTBEN CBOM B30pP, HEMHOTO CMYTHBIIHCh.

— MuJibiid, BO3BpAIaiicsi BO IBOPEIL, s CKy4alo 10 Te0e, — HEO’KMJaHHO CMEHHB TOH Ha MSTKHI,
3aroBOPWJI UMIIEPATOP, B35IB APHCTOHA 32 JIOKTH.

Ho Apucton rpy0o 3abpaJi CBOM PyKH U OTOIIET OT UMIIepaTopa, Kak OT YyMHOTO.

— 51 He xenaio Bo3BpalaThCs TyJa, I7ie MEHsI BOCIIPMHMMAIOT Kak pada M Kak KypTU3aHa.

Omwui ynueuics. OH He TOHUMAJT CMBICT CJIOB APHUCTOHA.

— O uém 1h? TeOst HuKTO He cuutaeT padom. Toi Lle3apb, MOH ChIH.

SOMUIMI CHOBA MOMBITAJICS OOHATH APHCTOHA, HO TOT HE TO3BOJIMII IOTPOHYThCS 10 cedst. OH
CKPECTWJI PyKH Ha TPyAX M CMOTpPEN Ha DMIIIUS TEM XKe B3IJISIOM, KAKUM CMOTpEJT BO CHE. DMUJIHIA
HAITPSIT TAMSTh, MBITasICh BCTIOMHUTB, YTO BYepa Ob110. CMYTHO, HO OH BCE e BCTIOMHHJI CBOM CJIOBA.

— 41 ObL TIBSIH M HE OTHABAJI OTUETA B CBOMX clioBax. He mprHMMAi 310 O/1M3KO K cepaity. 1o
Open Asiekcanppa.

— He BaxxHO — TIbsIH THI OBUT WJTM HET — THI CKa3aJl 3T0. M 3TH clloBa MEeHsI paHUJIM HAMHOTO
CUJIbHEE, YeM TaM Ha TUIOIAIH.

APpUCTOH Aaj OHATb, YTO PA3rOBOP OKOHYEH U JIEr 0OpaTHO B MOCTENb, MPUKPHIBIIUCH Ofie-
SUIOM. DMUJIMKA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOJIYa CTOslI, epeBapuBasi cioBa ApuctoHa. Ceityac ApUCTOH
KazaJics UMIIEpaTopoM, a DMUIUN — ONAIBHBIM MOAJaHHBIM. OH OYeHb XOTeJT BEpHYThCSl Ha3ajl, B
MPOIILIOE ¥ MOMENIaTh caMoMy ceOe cKazaTh TH yKacHble, OMep3UTelIbHble cioBa. Ho oH He Oor. ..

EmeE HeMHOro nocTosiB, OH HAKOHEI] MOKUHYJI JIa3apeT ¥ BepHYJIcs BO aABopell. OnuH.

&k

WNuorpa ciydarorcss Takve COOBITUS B XKHU3HM, YTO XOUETCS MPOCTO 3a0biTh 0 HUX. O Takux
MOMEHTAaX Thl BCIOMHUHAEIIb BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb. BO3HMKAET kelaHUe yMEpeTb, Belb UIMEHHO I10CIe
CMepTU ThI JIUIIHIILCS CBOUX BOCIIOMHHAHMIA, JIMOO BEPHYTHCS B MPOILIOE, YTOOB U3MEHUTD €ro.
Cpenatb 3TOT MOMEHT — CYaCTJIMBBIM. UTOOBI BCIOMUHATH O HEM M PaJOBaThCsl, & HE TPYCTUTh. DTO
BOCIIOMHMHAHME CHeJaeT TeOs U3HYTPU, CTAHOBUTCS HABS3UMBOW Heed, OT KOTOPOW HEBO3MOKHO
M30aBHUTHCS.

To xe camoe ceifyac 4yyBcTBOBaI IMuMil. OH peIKo MCHBITHIBAI BUHY, OHAKO ceidvyac OH
MO3HAJ 3TO 4yBCcTBO. C OIHOW CTOPOHBI, OH yOekaas ceOs, YTO OH He BUHOBAT, 2 APUCTOH — BEJET
ce0s1, Kak peBHUBAS KeHa, KOTOpast 0OMKaeTcsi Ha BCAKYIOo epyHy. [Tomapu eii qparoieHHOCTh, ¥ OHa
npoctuT Tebs. OTHAKO, DMIITUI COMHEBAJICS, UTO ¢ APUCTOHOM TIOJyYUTCS TaK XKe, KaK ¢ YPCYyJIOi.

Bonbliie Bcero ceifuac MMIiepaTtop XoTes NOMIEPKKY U YOeXkKIEHUsI B TOM, UTO OH IPaB U eMy
HEYero CThIIUTHCS CBOUX CJIoB. CKa3aHHBIX K TOMY K€ B HEBMEHSEMOM COCTOSIHUM.

«O 6ory, s UMIieparop. ApUcToH — MO¥ MofaHHbIA. He mpucrano ummepatopy mpocuTh mpo-
IIIeHU s Tiepe]l CBOMM TOIaHHBIM. §] He Tialy HaCTOJIbKO HU3KO!» DMUHIA He JToOWT U3BUHATHCA. OH
BCerjga cuuTai ceOsi mpaBbiM BO BCEM. OT M3BUHEHUH Y HETO YEPHEIT SI3bIK, HO TO HEBAXKHO — ITIABHOE
TO, YTO IIPOCUJI TIPOLIEHUsI OH BCerna UCKpeHHe. VickpeHHue ciioBa Beeria roBOpUTh CIIOKHEE.

[To BO3BpalieHUM BO ABOpPEL, UMIIEPATOP eIl HABECTUTh JOYKY ApHCTOHA. MaseHbKas
JeBOYKA JJABHO HE BUJIENA OTIA U el ObLIIO OIMHOKO B KOMMaHUM cuesok. [logoiias Kk cnanbHe AHa-
CTacuY, UMIIEPATOP OCTAHOBWICSA. M3 criajibHM JOHOCWIIMCH CTPaHHBIE IOJIOCA, MOXOKUE HA CTOHBI
KEHIIWHBI K MYKUUHBI.
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SMWIMI He CTal kJaTh U OBICTPO PACTIaXHYJI ABEPb, YTOJIMB KKy CBOETO JIIOOOMbITCTBA. B
KOMHaTe Haxoausicss AHTHOX M oHast OGeccMeHHas cupenka [lerpa. Mosoaple moay ObuM Moypas-
AETHI ¥ TITYOOKO JIBIIIANH, YTO SICHO TOBOPHIIO 00 OJJHOM.

— Baine aBrycreiimectBo! — B35 c10Bo AHTHOX, HajieBast Ha IUIEUO JISIMKY TYHUKH. — DTO He
TO, YTO BbI TIOTYMAJIH.

— He cmeit irath MHe, MasieHbKUi HOTacKyIIHUK | — [Ipopblua nmmnepaTop, HaCTOJIBKO IPOMKO,
YTO CyMes1 pa3OyIuTh AHACTACHIO.

OH 6b11 3011. HO HCTOUHMKOM 3TO¥ 3710061 OBUTH OTHIONH He padbl, KOTOPBIE JIIOOWIN JPYT APyTa
Y HE CMOIJIM CITPABUTBCS C KEJTaHUEM COBOKYITUTBCS JIPYT C IPyroM, a MUHYBILAsl ccopa ¢ ApUCTo-
HOM. DMWIUI XOTeJ CIPABUTHCS CO CBOMM ropeM, HO He 3HaJI, Kak. Ceiiyac OH ObLT 301 HA BeCh MUP.
Kazasnoce, 4yTo Bce OT Hero OTBEpHYJIMCh U CUMTAIM TUPaHOM. B Hapoze, HaBepHoOe, yke IyCTHIIN CITyX
0 MbsTHCTBE UMIiepatopa. Bee ero HeHaBusAT. Het denoBeka, KOTOPBIH JIIOOKT OBl €T0 1 OIEPKUBAI
B TPYZAHYIO MUHYTY. PaHbllle TakuM yesioBeKoM ObLT APHCTOH, HO ceidac ero HeT. OH Toxe OTBep-
HyJIcs1 OT Hero. Bech Pum — otBepHyiicst ot Hero. Kora nMrmieparop ObUT B TOTOOHOM COCTOSIHUM, OH
MOT' COBEPIIUTD TITYIIbIE U )KECTOKUE BEIllM, YTOOBI TEM CAMBIM YHSTb CBOIO IyIIEBHYIO OOJIb.

AHTHOX NPUKPBUT CBOEH CIIMHOM I0HYI0 paObIHIO, B35IB BeCh yAap Ha cebst. PeOEHOK Kpuyan Bcé
rpomue 1 rpomue. K neit npucoenunuiace u [lerpa co ceormu ciezamu.

— Homunyc, ymosito Bac, mpocture! — Bamonunace [lerpa, ynaB Ha KojieHU, MOJIJIe UMIIEpa-
TOPCKUX HOT, LIeJTysl TIOJ0JT KPACHOM TOTH.

AHTHOX TIBITAJICS €€ TOOHATh Ha HOTH U yOepeub OT 'HeBa UMIIepaTopa.

— HuuroxectBo! — PsaBkHYT DMummil u BMecTo nipoitienus, nuyi [letpy B rpy/s.

JleByiIka cxBaTuiiach 3a OOJIBHOE MECTO U OTION3/A Ha3al. ViMreparop HarpaBuics K HeW,
ckautst 3yobl. OTHaKO AHTHOX MPerpagyl IMUIUIO JOPOTY.

— He tporaii e€, yoeit meHs1 — s BUHOBatT. OHa — HeT.

AHTHOX BCE eIIé CKBEpPHO rOBOPIUT Ha JTaThiHU. OCOOEHHO KOT/Ia BOJTHOBAJICS.

— Bl Bce — kaskue yOIoaKH, — 3arOBOPIJI ¢ HEHABUCTHIO MMIepatop. M30 pra ero kamaim
CJTIOHH, CJIOBHO $i1. — [Ipenaérech HU3MEHHBIM MHCTUHKTAM, YIOJOOJISSCh JKUBOTHBIM. §I Bam mipejio-
CTaBWJI KpPOB U padoty. Bbl umeete vects kuTh Bo ABopiie! Tak BbI MeHs orOnarogapuim?

Wmmnepatop He crepail CBOM I'HEB M yIapui AHTHOXA 10 Jinily. B koMHaTy BoIuM npetopu-
aHIIbI, KOTOPbIE YCIIBIIIATA KPUKH B KOPUIOPE.

— [IpeBocxonHo! YBeauTe STUX JBOUX, — TPUKA3aI UMIEPATOpP. — ITOro Ka3HUTh. A 3Ty MoTac-
KYIIKY — B TEMHUILY.

— Her!! Antnox! — 3akpuuana Ilerpa, oonmuBasich cie3amu. — Ymorsiio! He youBaii ero!

[IpeTopuaHIpl CXBATWIIN JIEBYILIKY M TTOBEJIU MPOYb U3 KOMHATHI.

— Tot — Tupan! — KpukHyn AHTHOX, KOrJja IPETOPUAHLIBI BHIBEJIU €T0 U3 CIAIbHMU.

VYenbimap mocaeHue ClioBa, MUK enié cuibHee mokpacHen. Co j0a crekan mot, Oesbie
3yObl ObUTH cKaThl. OH BBIIIENT B KOPUAOP M B35IB MU M3 HOXKEH MPETOPUAHIA, KOTOPBIA AepikKal
AEBYIIKY, HATTPABWJICS K AHTHOXY.

— Her!!! — 3aBusxaia I[Nerpa. Horn e€ mogkammBaiich, ¥ OHa eJie CIepKUBAIach, YTOOBI HE
yIacTb.

AHTHOX TOPIO CMOTpEI B JIMIO UMIIEpaTopa, TOTOBSCh K cMepTu. OH He Gosiicst ymepeTsb. OH
OBLT TAKAM € CHJILHBIM, KaK U €ro OBIBIINI XO35AMH.

Mmnepatop nmogHsu1 Med HaJl FOJIOBOW M IIPUTOTOBHJICS] HAHECTH y/Iap, Kak BIPYT KTO-TO CXBa-
THJI €70 3a JIOKOTh. MU OMyCTUI Med M TIOBEepHYJICs Hazaa. OH Ablai Kak ObIK ¥ ObUT MOXOXK
Ha 6€3yMHOT0.

— V6epu Med, — cKkazall ClioKOMHbBIM ToHOM Arnmuii Ke3oH.

Mortozioli ceHaTop CTOsIT Bo3Jie uMIieparopa. Barisin ero Obul HaronHeH ykopa. OH ocyxaan
NoBejieHre uMmreparopa. Momya.
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Nmnepatop, He otaaBas cede 0Tue€Ta, OTOPOCHI C TPOMKMM 3BOHOM Med Ha MPaMOPHBIN 10T 1
OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY BHU3, BhIpaxas cThid. Korga padoB yBenu, Anmuii 3amén B IETCKYIO, 9TOObI yCIIO-
KOWUTh HAITyTaHHYIO MaJBIIIKY. ViMrepaTop mocenoBai 3a HUM.

— ITocmoTpm, 4TO THI Hajemam, — 3aroBopusl Anmuii rojgocom otia. OH B3su1 AHACTacHio Ha
PYKU U Ha4as1 yOaloKMBAaTh.

Wmmnepatop cen Ha Kpecsio ¥ 3aKpbul N0 pykamu. Korga Anmuil ycriokomt peG&HKa, OH cel
PSIOM ¢ DMUIIMEM U TIOJIOKIII CBOIO PYKY €My Ha IUIeYO.

— Tenepb 00BsicHU, UTO ThI ycTpow ceituac? Thl v BpaBay TOTOB ObLT 3apyOuUTh pada 3a To,
YTO TOT MPOCTO XOTEJN — JOOUTH?

Hmmnepatop nocMoTpen ¢ u3ymyieHrueM Ha Ammusi, He TOHUMasi, OTKyJa TOT Y3HaJl, 4TO 37eCh
MIPOU3OIILIO.

— He cnoxkno noragarbesi, — nosicHul Anmuil. — Ho npuynHa siBHO He B 9TOM, TIPUYKHA Te—
TO 31€Ch, B TBOEM CEpALIE.

Anmnuii TKHYJ NaJIbIIEM UMIIEPATOPy B TPYAb U IIOCMOTPEI B I71a3a. IMWINH emE cuiibHee yau-
BUWJICS] TIPOHUIIATEIBHOCTH MOJIOAOTO ceHaTtopa. OH MOHUMaJ ero 0e3 CJIOB.

— Ha, BCE Tak, — HAKOHell MPU3HAJICS UMITepaTop. — S MOCCOPMIICS ¢ JOPOTHM MHE Y€JIOBEKOM.
W 51 6e3yMHO X041y BCE UCTIPaBUTh, HO HE 3HAIO, KaK. ..

— I Havyasa, DM, OTITYCTH TeX HeCUYACTHBIX, KOTOPHIX THI JO CMEPTH HaITyTal.

- Ho...

— Hukakux «HO», DMUINN, — YIIPEKHYJ ero Anmuii. — 3ateM Mbl POryisieMcsi ¢ TOOOH.

— Kyna mbl noiigém?

— K tBOEMY Hapony, — orBeTMs1 Anmuii. — §1 X0uy, 4TOOBI Thl YOSOUJICS B UX BEPHOCTH M HE
MHIJI ceOst THPAHOM, KOTOPOTO BCe HEHABUAAT. DTO HE TaK.

— Ho onm yObioT MeHs. .. Bce XxoTAT MeHs yOUTb. ..

— To1 Gourtibest ux. 4 3Ha0. Ho moBeph MHE, BeE OyneT xoporto. A 6ymy ¢ Toooi. ToIbKO 51 ¥ THL.

— A nperopuaHupl?..

— U HuKakoil 0XpaHsbl, — OTpe3aj ANmnui.

CnoBa ero 6pun yoenutenpHbIMU. ViMmiepaTop He cTajl CHOPUTh C APYTOM M MOTYa MPUHSLT
npukas. OH He MOHUMAJI, 3a4eM OH BCE TO JIENAET, 3aUeM CIIyIIaeT ATMMusi, 3a49eM MO3BOJSIET TaK C
co00ii pa3roBapMBaTh, CIOBHO C MJIAAIIMM OpaTtoM, HO ¢ ATITMEM OH 4yBCTBOBa ceOs1 Oe30macHee.
OH OBLT TOXO%k HA JTIOOAIIETO 0TI, KOTOPBIH C/IeaeT B, 4TOOB ero peOEHOK ObLUT CUACTIIUB.

SOMuui psAaoM ¢ AnmueM ObUT yS3BUMBIM M HUUETO He MOT ¢ co00ii nozieniath. Bo3mMokHO, B
3TOM U ObUIa ero cnadoCTb.

&k

OcraBuB Bce ToCy/IapCTBEHHBIE JIejia BO IBOPIIE, DIMWIMHI MOKuHY [lanaThuH He Kak uMmriepa-
TOp, a Kak Anekcanap. Pazymeercs, HUKTO He 3HaJ 00 MX yXofie U BCE Mpou30nuio TaitHo. Karony
SDMUIHNA CKa3al, 4To OH OyneT y ceOs B KabuHeTe BMecTe ¢ rocteM. [Ipocui He OECroKouTh U He
BXoauTh. CaM e BblJIe3 B OKHO U Tiepesie3 uepes 3a00p, Kak TO AeNal paHblile, Koraa ObUT MOJIOIbIM
Y TIOJIOH CHJI. ATITIHH JaJT eMy BO3MOKHOCTh BHOBb TIOUYBCTBOBAThH Ce0s1 MAJTBUMIIIKOM.

Uro xe KacaeTcss AHTHOXA, TO UIMITEPaTOp MPUKa3all BBICEUb €r0, a TAKXKe 3aIPeTUI BUIETHCS C
paowsieii [erpoid. [1ns Hero mo60Bb — 310 3710. OH yOe vt ceOst B 9TOM U MBITAJICS YOequTh AHTHOXA.
JI1060Bb paHO WJIH TIO3IHO 3AKOHYMTCS M OCTABUT TOCIIe ce0s1 HEITPUATHOE MOCIIEBKyCHEe, UMEHYeMOoe
pa3oUTHIM cepaieM WM IpeaaTeabcTBOM. KTo-To 00s13aTeibHO TpeaacT U 9T0 Hen30eKHO, TI0 MHe-
Huto DMmuis. OH emg He O03HAT UCTUHHYIO JIDOOBB, a OMBIT C YPCYJION 3aKOHUUIICS, K COXKAJICHUIO,
Heygauei.

Moronpie moay ObUTH OfieThl TpocTo. TYHMKY U TOpOXHBIE TUTamy. HuKakoro 30710Ta 1 HUKa-
KHMX YKpalleHuid ux He mokpbiBamu. Ceityac 310 ObliM — Annuid M AJIeKCaHAp — ABa KBUPHTA U3
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oObraHOM cembu. [Iporyinka u BhpaBay jJana o cede 3HaTh. DMUIMNA BO3OYIWICSA W TIOATIPHITUBAI
Ha mecte. OH ObUT B cocTosiHMM 31idopun. OH 6e3yMHO JIIoOUT Urpath posb Asiekcanapa. OH ObLT
paj HaKOHell CTaTh OOBIYHBIM PUMJISTHUHOM, OT KOTOPOTO He 3aBecuiia cyabOa ummnepuu. He HyxkHO
OBbITh BCE BpeMsi HAMPSKEHHBIM U TIOAIPABIISITH TOTY, YTOOBI BHIIISAETh BEJMUECTBEHHO U OE3yKO-
PU3HEHHO, HE HYKHO CJIEIUTD 32 CBOEH Peyblo, MBITASICh M300pakaTh OpaTopa U LUTUPOBATh ado-
pusMmel Llyiepona, yToObI Mpon3BecTH BrieyarieHne. MoKHO pacciaOUThCst U ObITh CAMUM COOOM.

— ¢l 6narogapen Tebe, Anmui, — ckazan dvuivid, MuHoBaB [lanatud. — MHe Bcerjga XoTenoch
POIUTHLCS B IJIEOEHUCKON CEMbE U JKUTb JKU3HBIO KPECThsTHUHA.

— Beeraa noxanyiicra, Apyr MO, — OTBETHIJI AU, OIVIS/IbIBAsICh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

Bnepequ mapipoBaiy BUTHIIBL, TIOSTOMY ATNHIA OCTAHOBWIICS. DMUIIMI CXBATHII CEHATOpA
3a PyKy ¥ PUHYJICSI ITPOYb, CIOBHO MAJILUMIIIKA TBITAJICS CIPATATHCS OT YYUTENIS U CKyUHBIX YPOKOB.
Anmnuii paccMestyics, eMy Toxe ObLJIO BECEJIO M OH Pellill MOABITpaTh ApYyry. Yepe3 MrHOBeHHUE, My K-
YMHBI O€KaJIM TT0 PUMCKUM YJIMIIAM, Pa3TOHsIsl B CTOPOHBI CHYIOIIMIACS Hapof. Pasymeercsi, HUKomy
3TO HE HPABUJIOCh, OCOOEHHO MATPHUIIMSIM, KOTOPbIE TaKke ObLUTH CpeIy TOJIIHI.

— HeoGpazoBannble mieden! — KpukHyT UM BCIie OMH W3 apUCTOKPATOB.

VYenpimap 310, SMUIMH TPOMKO pacxoxoTtaics. EMy NpUIIIOCh OCTaHOBHUTBLCS, YTOOBI HE
3aJJOXHYTbCS1 OT COOCTBEHHOTO CMeXa.

— «HeoGpazoBannbie rieden!» — [lepeapa3nmn Annuil BLICOKOMEPHOTO apUCTOKparta.

[To6GopoBIIHCH CO CBOUM CMEXOM, DMWINMN U ATIMUI MPOIOIKUIA CBOIO TPOTYJIKY. MUHOBaB
Apky Knasnust u CenTu3oHMIA, OHU JBUHYJIMCH B CTOPOHY OOJIBIIIOTO PHIHKA, HAXOISAIIMMCS 32 aKBe-
QykoM Mapuesa.

[NoBepHyB, OHM BCTYWIN Ha 1utomanb. CKyabsrtypa MepKypust BCTpETHIa UX HEBO3MYTUMbBIM
B3IVISIIOM, B HO3JPY MYXYMH yaapui OykeT 3amaxoB. Pwiba, Msico, ppyKThl, Aaxe KUBOTHBIE. YTO
31eCh TOJIBKO He ObUTO. [IpHXOAUIIOCh JIepKaThCsl PsIOM, MOYTH BILIOTHYIO, YTOOBI HE TIOTEPSATHCS
cpenu Tonrbsl. MUHOBaB MSICHYIO JIaBKY, DMUJIMKA 3aMETHII JEPEBSHHYIO TaBEPHY U TYT K€ CBEPHYJI
B U3MIO0JICHHOE MECTO. AMIUI MOC/IeOBA 32 HUM.

B crapoii TaBepHe HaXOAWJIOCH C JIECSATOK MYKYUH, CPEAU KOTOPHIX OBUTM M MPETOPUAHIIBI.
OOHapyX¥B B yIiTy CBOOOJHBIN CTOJIMK, DMUJINI BMecTe ¢ AMIUeM Moce0Baa K Hemy. Pacrono-
JKUBIIKCh, OHM 3aKa3aju ceOe BUHA U CyXO(PYKTOB.

— Korna—To, 51 TOYHO TaK ke CH/eN B TaBEpHE U BHITUBAI C APUCTOHOM. . .

CkazaB nocjegHue cjoBa, IMUWINN IPUKPBUL POT PYKOM, TIOHSIB, YTO MOXKET CKa3aTh JIMIIHEE.
OH cHOBa BCLIOMHMJI CJIOBa APUCTOHA U ITOHUK T'OJIOBOIA.

— DMwMi, apyxuie, Te0e HeYero CThIMThCS, — Hadal yTemars ero Anmuid. — To, 4To Thl
TOT/Ia CKa3aJl — He UMeeT HUKAKOro 3HaYeHus1. Thl ObLT MbsIH M HE OTAABAT OTYETA B CBOUX CJIOBAX.
VBepeH, Bbl IOMUPUTECh U APUCTOH BEPHETCSA BO JABOPELL.

— O 6oru, — MU TsOKeI0 B3IOXHYI. — $1 BCE BpeMsi ero ooMaHbIBa0. becromamaHo ry B
yromy cebe. 5 He IpeACTaBIsIo, 4To OyeT, Korga ApucToH Be€ y3HaeT. MI6o MCTHHA paHO WU TIO3THO
BCIUTBIBET HApyXKy, MOJOOHO BeceHHeMY JiepbMy. [IpocTrTe 3a CTOb O3THYECKOE cpaBHEeHue. Benp
s coJraJ He TOJIbKO B ToM, uto Kucca 6pocuina ero, Ho u...O IOnmrep, 3a0yap, uto s Tede roBopu,
9TO HEe UMeeT 3HAYCHHUSI.

— Hy-ka, Hy-Ka, — Annuil HakKJIOHWICS K DMUJIMIO, HABOCTPUB CBOM YILIU, — O YEM Thl yMaJ-
YUBaelllb?

— Ilpocty, s O6b1 XOTEN TeOe 00 3TOM CKa3aTh, HO 5 emi€é He roToB. O0email MHe, YTO TH HEe
UCTIONb3Yellb MPOTUB MeHs mpaBay o Kucce. TlokisiHuch, mporry Tedst. f yxe xajieio o ToM, 4To
Mpu3HAJICS TeOe B 9TOM.

— Jpy>uiiie, Thl MOXeIllb MHE BEPHUTh, — YCIIOKOMJI €10 AU, MpHOOHSB 3a Tuiedn. — S HUKo-
raa He mpenam 1edst, Thl MOU Jpyr. Thl — MO TOCHIOIUH.
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OMunuii crerka yiaplOHyncsi. OIHaKo, OH He cOOMpacsi pacKpbiBaTh eiié onHy TaiHy. Ecim
00 3TOM y3HaeT APUCTOH — CIIyUUTCSl HEUTO yKacHoe. DTa mpapa Moxyxe, 4em rnpasaa o Kucce.
Hawmnoro xyxe...u crpaiisee.

JloK1aBIIKMCh CBOETO 3aKa3a, MYKUMHBI MEJICHHO HacIaXJalnch AemEBbiM BUHOM. Hapony
CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE OOJIbIIe 1 Oosbiie. My3bIKaHTHI UTPaM BecEsble MeIoauy Ha (reiTax, pa3BesiB B
3aJ1e TOCKY M YHbIHUE. DMIINIA 3aMETHI, YTO B UX CTOPOHY MPUOIMKAIOTCS 1B MOJIOJIBIE JEBYIIIKH.
370 OBUM YJMYHBIE KYPTH3aHKH.

— Manbuuku, Bbl HE MPOTUB, €CJM Mbl MPUCOEAMHUMCS K Baiei kommnannu? — Cripocuia
pbIKEHbKast KpacaBHIIa.

— Pasywmeercs1, npucaxuBaitech, I0HbIe HUIM(BbI, — OTBETHUJI 32 DMUINS AU,

Camas kpacuBasi, Ha yIMBJIeHUe AMIus, celia psJIoM ¢ DMUJIKEM, a BOBCE HE C HUM. DTO CJIerKa
pazovapoBao ANmus v yIapuiio 1o ero CamoJioOuIo.

Poikast KypTusaHka, cefia Ha KOJIEHH K DMIIMIO U Halujia ceOe BUHA.

— Iouemy BBI celi UMEHHO K HaM, y HAC HET JICHET, YTOObl BaC 0OCITyKUBaTh, — IPOTOBOPHIT
clierka CMYIIEHHO DMUWINN.

Kpacaswuiia, ocymnmB cTakat, UrpuBO OOJIM3HY/Ia CBOM ITyXJIble TYOKH U OTBETHIA:

— Mastburky, KOro BbI IbITae€TeCch 0OMaHyTh? MBI e BUIMM, YTO Bbl HE IJieOeH, a 3HATHbIE
MYKH.

SDMUIHNA TIOTIEPXHYJICS COOCTBEHHOM CIIIOHOW W CHUJIBHO TOKpacHe . PaHbilie OH urpaia polb
AJekcaHpa HAMHOT'O JIyYlLE.

— Uro xe B HAC BBIIAET 3HATHHIX MYXkel? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIT DMUWIUM, criacasi CBOE JIUIIO
OT TOPSIYUX TOIEYEB PhIKEBOJIOCOM.

— Barmmm xecTsl, Bail B3MJIsA], Ballia pedb, — HEXOTS Hayajia OOBbSICHATh KypTU3aHKa. — Bel criep-
’KaHHBI ¥ CMOTPHTE Ha BCeX C BhIcOKa. — KypTuzanka oOpaTtuiach K MUIMIO, B3SIB €T0 32 PyKy. — A
TBOW PYKH — OHM HEXHbIEe U OapXaTHble, KaK y JeBUIIbL. TBOH JIMK — HE COXKIJIM SIpbIe JIyYH COJHIA.
TBoE Teso GreHOe, HECMOTPSI Ha JIETHIOI JKapy.

Kyprtuzanka monmya pasrisipiBana MUK, MOMIaKUBas €ro Mo BOJIOCaM.

— A TbI, KpacaBuuK, BOOOIIE MOX0XK HAa UMIIEPAaTOpa, — HEOXKUAAHHO CKa3aia BTopasi, KOTopas
CUJIENa PAAOM C AIIKEM.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MTHOBEHUI, OHa Tiepesiesnia yepe3 ANnus U MpHKaiach K IMWIMI0. ANUNA
elIE CUJIbHEE Pa303JIHIICS.

SMUWIMI TPOKAUISICA B KyJak. DTa KypTU3aHKa OblTa CJIMIIIKOM YMHA ISl CBOETO COCTIOBHUS.
N cnymkom npoHuLiaTesipHa.

— U kak ke, no-pamiemMy, BIIS,AUT uMriepatop? — Cnpocuin DMUIIHA.

— Hy-y-y, — Hauana roBoputh peikas. — OH CUIIbHBINA, MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN, BBICOKUI, KpacH-
BBIH, — MOCJIE KaK/IBIX MpHJIaraTeIbHbIX, AEBYIIIKA [eJoBala DMUITHS.

— 3TO NMOHATHO, — OYPKHYJ DMUIHAN U ceJl MPsAMO, TpeOys YETKOTro OTBeTa Ha CBOW BOIPOC. —
Kaxkoii o npaBuTtessb?

UépHeHbkasi KypTU3aHKa, KOTopas repecesia OT ANNus pennia oTBETUTh nepBoi. Ceityac oHu
ObLIM TIOXOKH Ha YUEHUI], KOTOpbIE OTBEYAIH Ha YPOKE.

— MHe kaxercs, OH — IpeKpacHblii ummneparop. 5 paja, 4To B €ro )KU3HU NOSABUICA APUCTOH,
KOTOPBIN MOCTaBUJI €0 Ha MyTh UCTUHHBINA. biiaronapst aTomy 10HOMY Lie3apio, *u3Hb B Pume crana
HaMHOTO Jy4ine. I Mosiock 3a ero Omarononyuue. B Hapoae 06okarot ero. MHe KaxeTcsi, OH IOyoor,
nocyanHbii ¢ Onumna, 9ToObl TOMOYB HAIllEeMy UMIIEPaToOpy U CBOEMY HapOmy.

— 4l opHak Bl BUIENIA €10, — 3arOBOPHJIA C BOOIYILIEBJICHUEM pblkeHbKast. — OH ObLT IPeKpaceH.

SMuMi cIBUHYJ OpOBH, BHIpakasi HErOIOBaHME.

— He npaBaa, — orpe3an dmummii. — Umneparop He 3aBucut ot Apucrona. OH Bceraa gymain
1 JiymMaeT o cBoéM Hapoje. He Onaromapss AprcCTOHY Bailla KU3Hb CcTajia Jiydiie. CKIounuTebHO
Omarogapsi UMIIeparopy.
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— BbI ckazanu — Apucron? — [locblmancs MyXCKO# rosoc.

Psinom cuzien My XYMHBI M YCTIBIIIAB UX PA3rOBOP, PEIIWIIN PUCOEIUHUTHCS K JUCKYCCHH.

— 41 cnpiman, 4ro 310 APUCTOH CHac UMIIEpAaTopa BO BPEMs HEJABHETO MOKYUIEHUs Ha IUIO-
/11, — 3aTOBOPUJI MYKUMHA. — DTOT IOHBII MAJIBUUK B CBOM T0/1a yXKe MOOBIBAII B ITOXO/IE, 100JIECTHO
cpaxasich 3a Pum. OH BoucTuHYy cityra cBoero Hapona. CunTaio, 4To OH OyJeT JOCTOWHBIM aBI'yCTOM.

— CnaBa Apucrony! — BOoCKJIMKHYJT BTOPOW.

3a HUM MOBTOPWJIM BCE T€, KTO HaXOQWICA B TaBepHe. Uepe3 MUHYTY Bce Hayajld T'OBOPUTh
TOJIBKO O HEM. DMIIUIA yAApUJI CO 3TOCTHIO KYJIAKOM TI0 CTOJTY M OBICTPO BCTaJl U3-3a CTOJa, Ipy0o
OTTOJIKHYB HaBSI3UMBBIX KyPTU3aHOK. AU 00ECTIOKOEHHO MOCTIEI0BAN 32 HUM.

OpnHako, umrnepaTop He coOMpascs MOKuAaTh TaBepHy. OH OBICTPO OCYIINII OYTHUTKY C BUHOM
Y Ha U3yMJICHHE BCceM, B300OpaJsics Ha 4el-To crod, TpeOys K cebe BHUMaHue. Koraa Bce 3amomyani,
OH 3arOBOPUJI.

— I'mymupr! Kak BbI cMeeTe 0OBSIBIATH APUCTOHA CBOMM TOBEJUTENIEM TIPU KUBOM UMIIEpa-
tope? Cteigurech! CTHIIUTECH M MOJIMTECH O TOM, YTOOBI BAC HUKTO HE CJIBIIIAI.

— Twt emé kto Takon? — HeoxkupaanHO pa3falicsl TOJOC MPEeTOPUAHIa, KOTOPBIA HAXOIUJICS B
TaBepHe. MoJ10710i1 BOMH MOJHSJICS CO CBOETO MECTa U BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU I'Bap/ieiliaMu, BCTAIN
HaIpOTUB DMUJIHUS.

— Yerpoun 3aech NIyMHXY, B30OpaJicsl Ha CTOJ, XOYelllb CTPaBUTh 371ech Joaei? Kakoe Toi
IIPaBO MMeelllb HapyIlaTh Halll IOKOM ?

— 3akpoil CBOI BHICOKOMEPHBIH pOT, COJIAT, — HE cAepKaics DMuuid. — Bel Bce ceiiuac ropo-
puTe ciaoBaMu M3MeHHUKOB. Bol nomkHbl, HeT OBA3AHDI, npeBo3HOCUTH CBOETO UMIIEpaTopa, KOTo-
PbIi TOJIBKO U JeJaeT, YTo pajeeT o Bac. JIeHHO W HOIHO, YTOO BBI 3HAJIHM. A BOBCE HE TOT MaJlb-
YHIIIKA.

— He nmmneparop /i HaCTOJIBKO TaK JIOOUT CBOM HAPO, YTO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOB 3aHUMAThCS
rOCyJapCTBEHHBIMMU JIeJIaMHU, TIbSIHCTBYET C yTpa A0 Beuepa. He nmneparop i nepeja Bce MOTHO-
Mounsi B pyku CeHara, 4ToObI CHATh C cedst OpeMsi OTBETCTBEHHOCTH? MHe kajib ApHCTOHA, KOTOPBIH
OyKBaJIbHO cOeXasl U3 JBOPIIA, YTOOB HE BUJIETh, KAK €r0 «OTell» TMO30pHUT ceOs1 M UMIIEPHIO CBOUM
OecuecTHbHIM TIOBEJICHUEM.

— On He coexan! — [Ipopsryan ummneparop. ITOT HaXaJIbHBIH PETOPUAHEL] BHIBEI €10 U3 ceOsl. —
OH BCE elllg KUBET BO JIBOPLIE, BMeCTe ¢ umrneparopom! Bc€ 1o 10xsb!

— He npaspa, — 3aroBopus BTopoy nperopuasell. — OH KHUBET ¢ HaMU. B ripeTopriaHckoM Kop-
nyce. OH Halll — I0HbIi1 UMIiepaTop. Mbl Tak €ro Ha3bIBAEM.

Jlionu, KOTOpBIE CIIYIIAIM 3TO, OXAJIM U aXaJIH, BbIpaxkas U3yMyieHue. AU MOAOMIEN K UMIIe-
paropy U MOIBITAJICS €ro CIyCTUTh CO CTOJA.

— Ilpenarenu! — 3akpuvan dmummid. Pyku ero tpsiciuck ot 3mocti. OH ObUT TOTOB 331yIIUTh
nperopuaHia. — Beex Bac Hy/KHO Ka3HUTBD!

— DMuii, uaEM, — yroBapuBail ero Amnmuil. — Berynast B criop ¢ HeBeKeCTBOM, Thl YIOAOOSI-
€ILIbCSl MY U CTAHOBUIIILCS TAKUM XKe.

— BynroBuuk ! — Ckaszan oquH U3 npetopuanies. — [lopa ox1aauTe TBOM IbLI, FOpsIyasi roJIoBa.

— He tporaiite mensi! Bol — orpoabe! — Kpuuan umneparop.

Ho ero Hukrto He ciyman. [IpetopuaHiipl CHSIM €ro cO CToNa U MOBEJIU MPOYb U3 TaBEPHBI
T071 YJIIOJIIOKaHbe U cMeX Jiiofel. K ToMy ke HEeKOTOpble N3 HUX KUIaIW HETPUCTOMHBIE IIYTKU B €T0
azipec 1 iaxe Opocasii OCTaTKU epl. AMIUI He CTal MeIlaTh UM, a IPOCTO CTOSLT U Oe3eCTBOBAI.
[TpuHs cTOpOHY OONBIIUHCTBA, YTOOBI HE Ka3aThCsl M3roeM. BoT OHO — cTagHOe YyBCTBO.

Korna nmmnepatop BbIBEIM Ha YJIMILy, IPETOPUAHIIBI [TOBEJIH €0 K CTOMITY 1Sl MYJIOB.

— Otnycture MeHs, g — umneparop! — Kpuyan Dmunuii.

— Ha, na, a 1 Torna — Benepa, — OTBETWI ITPETOPUAHELI.

ITa 1IyTKa MOHPABWIIACH CONATaM U BCE €€ pa3lesiiI 3BYYHBIM CMEXOM, He oOpalnast BHU-
MaHMe Ha DMUJIHSL.
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[omoiins k croiiiny, 1BOE MPETOPUAHLEB OCTAHOBUIIMCH TOAJIE HETO U OMPOKUHYB TEJIO UMIIe-
paropa, OIyCTUJIM €ro ToJI0BY B Boy. MyJ1, KOTOPBI CTOST PS/IOM U IUJT BOLY, HEJIOBOJIBHO OTOIIEN
Hazan. Jlionu, KoTopble HAXOOWIKCH PSAIOM, HAOMONATH 32 IPOUCXOASAINEM U CMesUTiCh. Heckombko
AETHIIEK BBIOSXKAIN U3 JOMOB, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh. HEKOTOphIe N3 HUX CO CMEXOM OpOcalii B IMITe-
paropa JiomauHbIi NOMET. HecKonbKo pa3 OKyHyB UMIIEpATOpa B CTOMJIO, TPETOPUAHLIBI OTITYCTUIIN
DM,

— JIoBOJIBHO € HUM, — CKa3aJs npeTopuanel. — [loBecemutuck u xBatut. Hageoch Mbl oxJiaauim
HAllIeTo UMIieparopa.

[Iperopuaniipl paccMesyuch B yHUCOH. C MUHYTY IIOCTOSIB, OHU BEPHYJIUCh B TABEPHY, OCTAaBUB
MMIepaTopa OIHOTIO.

VAUBUTENBHO, YTO IPETOPUAHIIBI HE Y3HAIM CBOETO MOBEIUTENS], KOO OH YacTo Mocela mpe-
TOPUAHCKUI KopITyc. BO3MOXHO, 10 TOM MPUYMHE, YTO HA HEM He ObLJIO €ro MypITypHOU TOTH U 30710~
Tor auanembl. Heysxenu, oH HacTonbko 3aypsinen? Jla, 10 ApucToHa eMy eig J1ajeko. . .

ATIUHA ToIoIIEN K DMUIHIO U TTOIHSI €r0 ¢ KOJIEH.

— ABrycr, nonui, — nporrentan Annuil. — 3a0yap npo HuX. OHM emmg OyayT HaKa3aHbI.

C BoJIOC DMMIMS KaIusIMU CTeKasia BoAa Ha gopory. Kazanock, 4To 310 ObLIH CIE3BI.

— Yxoau, — ckazaj DMUIMi.

— DMWIUH, MOCITYIIA. . .

— Yowupaiica! — B cepaax 6pocun umrieparop. [71a3a ero ropeiu oraém. — 1o Thl BUHOBAT!
Toi! 4 Te0s HeHaBrxky! HenaBuxy!

Anmuii He ctan oObACHATbCA. HemMHOro mocMoTpeB Ha Jpyra, OoH monsTuics Haszajn. Eme
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT U OH PACTBOPUJICS B TOJIIIE.

DMK T0KAAICSA, KOria ATIMUN YIIEN U 3ariakad.

&k

DMUIHIA BEpHYJICS BO JBOpeEII 3 MoTHOUb. OuH. Beé 310 Bpems oH cupaen noie peku Tuop u
obmuBasics crnezamu. Kaszanock, 9to peka craia 6ombiie ot ero cié3. OH ObUT MOfIaBIeH ¥ MOPATbHO
yout. Bc€ 310 noBesieHre u 3100a, KOTOpask UCXOAUIA OT OOMTIMKOB, KOTOPBIE CMEsUTUCh Ha/l HUM
HAIMOMHUJIM DMUJIUIO €T0 IETCTBO. BCE ero IeTcTBO v MOAPOCTKOBBIN Mepro]] ObUTY HATIOHEHH Clie-
3aMU | TIOTBITKAMH MMOKOHYUTH C COOOM, TIOKAa OH OJIHAK/bI HE CMHUPHIICS CO CBOEH CyIbO0i U He
TMOHAJI, YTO HY’)KHO 6I>ITb CUJIbHBIM 1 HUKOMY HE ITOKa3bIBATh CBON UCTUHHBIC YYBCTBA. Hepen JIIOAbMUA
OH OBbLJT 0€3yMHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, a B AYIIIE — CTPA/IAJTBIEM.

DMUIHIN TUTAKa, TOTOMY 4TO Oojiee He Mor TeprieTh. To, UTo c/ienna ero CoOCTBeHHBIN Hapo
MpOOYIUIIM B HEM HACTOSIIETO DMUJIIHS, KOTOPBIH T0cesie CHE B KJIETKE M HUKOMY He TIOKa3bIBaJICS.
Emy OBLJIO CTBIIHO, CTHITHO HACTOJILKO, YTO XOTEJIOCh YTOITUTHCS B 9TOH peKe, Kak Opojisira, 0 KOTOpOM
HUKTO HE BCIIOMHUT U TIPO KOTOPOTO HUKTO HE y3HAET.

BepHyBimick BocBosicH, ero TyT ke BcTpeTus Katon. Ero o Ob110 00€CIIOKOEHHO, PSAIOM C
HUM HaxOJWJach IBOPIIOBasi CTpaxa. B pyke oH Jepikai MoJCBeYHHUK.

— CnaBa 6oram, Bbl BEpHYJIMCh! — BOCKJIMKHYII CTapuK, TIOMHSB PYKU BBEPX, UyTh HE YPOHUB
CBEUKY Ha 11oJ1. — MBI Be3/ie Bac UCKaJIH, Tjie Bbl ObLn?

— Ilnoxo uckamu, — oTBeTUT UMIiepaTop. Hekotopoe BpeMs JIUIIO MMITEpaTOpa BBIPAKAJIO
niedanb. OCo3HaB, rJie OH HAXOAUTCS, OH BCTPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOW M YJBIOHYJICS, HaZleB Ha ceOsl MacKy
SOvunus. — [Toka MeHst He ObLTO, TIPECTOIT, HABEPHOE, YoKe 3aHsUT AJJpUaH UM MOSI CTepBa YpCyJioukKa.

— Her, 4T0 BBI Takoe ToBOpHTE, — 3ampoTecToBa KaroH.

— Ycnokoiics, s mydy, — nepeOu uMmrneparop. — biarogapio 3a pagyiiHyio BcTpedy, HO s cMep-
TEJIbHO YCTaJl.
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CkazaB nocieHue ciaoBa, IMUIMH cOpocuil ¢ cesi CBOM JOPOKHBIN TUIAI HA MPAaMOPHBIH
TOJI ¥ HAINIPaBWICS B CBOIO criajbHIO. KaTtoH mporoBopwmit cioBa OarogapHOCTH B aapec Ooram u
ockJsiabwmicss. OH ObUT paj] BO3BPAIICHUIO HMITEPATOPA.

Korga umneparop 3amén B CnaibHIO, OH CHSJI C ceOsl BCIO OfICKAY M yHajd Ha TMOCTElNb.
Heckomnbko MUHYT OH Jiekan 0e3 JBMKEHHA. 3aTeM OH MOAHSJICS ¢ KPOBATH M MOJIOUIEN K CYH/IYKY,
KOTOPBI CTOSLI Ha NosTy. OTKpPBIB KPBILLIKY, OH AOCTaJl U3 CYH/AyKa KOXaHbIi I1aHIeT. B rmianmere
JIeXay nepraMeHTsl ¥ cTiil. OiHa-eJMHCTBEHHAS CBeva CTOsIa PSIIOM U TYCKJIO OCBell[ajia KOMHATY.
[TpuceB Ha KOJIEHU PSIIOM CO CBETOM, DMUJIMIA B3sUI MEPraMeHT M Havyas nucarh. Korma oH 3aKoH-
YWJI, OH CJIOKMJT JIMCTOUKHM OOpaTHO B IUIAHIIET ¥ YOpasl BCE B CyHAYK. 3aTeM OH JOCTaJl KMHXKAJ,
KOTOPBIY eMy MOofIapyJI IEPCUICKUI rocon. KuHkas OblT MCKYCHO YKpaliieH IparotieHHocTssMu. Ero
PYKOsITKa OblJTa U3 KPacHOro ay0a, a KJIMHOK — OCTPbIM, YTO Ka3aJloCh, UM MOXKHO OBUIO pa3pe3arh
MPaMOPHYIO CKYJIBIITYDY.

Heckombko MUHYT OH MOJTYa CMOTpEJT Ha JIe3BUE, CJIOBHO M3y4ast ero. 3aTeM, HalpaBuB OCTpUE
K 3arICThI0, HAUaJl JeJIaTh MpsiMble rope3bl. I3 mope3oB KarissMu MosBIIsIach ajnas KpoBb. KpoBb
MOCTENEHHO YCHIMBAJIACh,  PyKa, KOTOpas JepKajla KMHXKal — HeMena.

— O 6orwm, uto 5 menawo! — VicryraHHO porenTan DMUIHIA.

OH oTOpOCHIT KMHXKAJT B CTOPOHY M Ha4asl UCKaTh I71a3aMu TKaHb. OOHApykUB, BUCSIUME Ha
KpPOBATHU 3aHABECKH, OH CHSAJI UX C IMMOTOJIKA U NIEPEBA3a]l UMU PYKHU, OCTAHOBUB KPOBb.

Crycrs Hefienmo, ApUCTOH ONpaBUJICS MOCJIE paHEHUs, HO HECMOTPSI Ha CBOE BBI3IOPOBJIEHHE,
OH He CIeITIJI BO3BpaIaThcst o0OpatHo. Ho OTHIONb He 1Mo TO¥ MpUYUHE, YTO DMITUN TPUIMHUAT eMY
ayienyo 607b. [IpaBaa roBopsi, OH yke IPOCTUII €0 32 3TO. A TIOTOMY, YTO eMy ObLIO CTBIIHO 3a TO,
KaK OH MOCTYNII ¢ umrepaTopoM. OH IOHUMAJI, YTO eMy He CTOMUJIO TaK C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, HOO
OH BOWCTHHY — BCETO JIUIIb ObIBIINN pad. VI DMuumii ObLT 1paB. APUCTOH JIOJIKEH ObITh OarofiapeH
eMy 3a TO, YTO DMUIMHI ero NPUIOTHI, TIOAAPWIT IOM, BJIACTh U caMoe I1aBHoe — pyx0y. [To cyTw,
3TO OH €ro cIiac.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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