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AHHOTaAIUSA
<p>30Ha moOUT Urpatk ¢ moapMu. OHa Opocaer MX B caMyio
ryIry coObITHI 1 HaOmoaaeT 3a nmpoucxoasuuMm. Eif HpaBuTCs BUsieTh
UX CJIOMJICHHBIMU, HAITyTaHHBIMH, JMIIEHHBIMU HAJEKIBl 1 BEPHl B
xoportee. BOT Tosbko MHOTA ee Urpsl 3aXOAST CIAMIIKOM aaneko. Ho
4TO, €CNI eCTh crocod Bc€ ucrpaButh? [ToBepHYTh BpeMsi BCHSATH,
YHAYTOXWTH camy 30Hy.</p>
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IIpoJor

[Touemy 1I0X0€ MpeIYyBCTBHE HUKAK HE MOKUIAET MeHs?
Bpozne THXo, TONBKO JIETKUI BETEPOK €[Ba CJIBIIIHO HIETECTUT
JICTHSIMU, PSIIOM — HUKOTO. A BCEe PaBHO KaK-TO HE IO ceoe.
HyxHO mockopee yOupaTbCsi OTCIOZA, TIOKA HE CTAJIO CIMIIKOM
HO3/HO. 3ps 1, HaBepHOe, 3a0peJl B 3Ty JIEPEBHIO.

Cmorpro Ha 3kpas IIJIA. IIpomio Beero ymib JBeHaaLATh
MUHYT C TeX HOp, Kak s npwuiien cioga. CrpanHo. Takoe omryie-
HUe, OyATO 1 OpoKy 37ech yxke Oonblie yaca. HyxHo mortopar-
JIMBaThCS, Be/lb OOpaTHas JOpora 3aiiMer ere OoJbllie BpeMEHH!.
Tem Gonee Tenepsp, KOraa Bee WiIEHB MOETO HEOOJBINIOTO OTpsijia
noruOm u s octancs oguH. ITycts 3emi1s Bam Oyziet myxom, pe-
Osta... He Hy)xHO OblIO Opath Bac ¢ COOO.

B cyMke ne:KuT HECKONbKO apTedaKkTOB — MO CErOIHSIIIHUI
HexuTpeli yios. Ho camoe raBHOe, TO pajy 4ero s OTpaBUICS
B 3TOT peuJi, IPUIIUIOCh OCTaBUTh TaM, Heaneko oT ADC. 3oM-
OU CTaJI0 CIMILIKOM MHOTO, TOTOMY MPHIIUIOCh OTCTYNaTh. MHe
YZIAJIOCh CTIACTHCh, OCTAJIBHBIM — HET. [JBOMX MOMX COpPAaTHUKOB
Pa30pBaM XOIYUE MEPTBELbl, TPETHI — 110 HEOCTOPOKHOCTU
YrOIWJI B aHOMaUIO. $1 eJMHCTBEHHBIN BbUKUBIIMN. Eciu nake
MHe [T0CYACTIIUBUTCS YIEJIETh, B JIIOOOM CIy4ae IpUIeTCs] BHOBb
BO3BpAILIATHCS B 3T MECTa, HO TeMeph yke Oojiee MoAroToBIIeH-
HBIM.



3a0pocuB PIOK3aK Ha TUIEYO, s HEBOJIBHO OIJIS/IBIBAIOCH. Bo-
BpEMs$I, OJIHAKO.

[Mpsimo 3a mHoM ctont OHa. [[nmuHHas, ruOkas, OyITo WBa,
Y XOJIO[HAasl, CJIOBHO cama cMepTb. Mbl Ha3biBaeM ee CTepBOU.
He nomHI0, KTO epBbIi JOyMaJICs TPO3BaTh TaK 3TO CYILIECTBO.
Cengac 310 COBEPLIEHHO HE BaXXHO. BaxkHO TO, YTO TBaph CTOUT
B YETBIPEX MeTpax OT MeHsl, OypaBUT MPOH3UTEIbHBIM ¥ TOJIOI-
HbIM B3MIs110M. MIHTEpecHO, noyemy oHa menaut? [louemy He
Haragaer?

BckuHyB aBTOMAT, 1 BHITYCKalO IJIMHHYIO odepeab no Crep-
Be. BOT ToJIbKO 3Ta qpsiHb HACTOJIBKO OBICTpast, YTo Oe3 mpodieM
yBOpauMBaeTcs OT Bcex Moux nyinb. Mnm Her? Kaxercs, Bce-Ta-
kU 3atenwi. OTIUYHO. 3HAYUT, €lIe HE BCE MOTEPSHO.

CrepBa BU3KHUT — TO JIX OT OOJIH, TO JIU OT SPOCTH, — U TYT
ke Opocaercs B aTaky, UEeMsSCh JIMHHBIMUA KOTTSIMU MHE TPSIMO
B ropisio. Hy yx Her. Pano MHe ymupats. S ele neren 3aBectu
X0uy, 4TOOHI CJie[] 1ocyie ce0s1 OCTaBUTh, XOUy XOTh HEMHOTO T10-
KHUTh OOBIYHOM KU3HBIO CO CBOEH JIIOOMMOM JKeHOM, KoTopas, K
CJIOBY, yXke JT0JbKHA Obuia BepHYThCs B 30HY. [la, oHa Toxke cTai-
Kep.

Hukorga npex e MHe He IpUXOAUJIOCh BeTpevarbes co Crep-
BOM OJIMH Ha onuH. Ho 3TOT IeHs HacTas, Mo3TOMy HYKHO ClIe-
JIaTh TaK, YTOOBI OH HE OKA3aJICsl MIOCIIETHUM.

VKJIOHAACH OT KOTTe MyTaHTa, 5 NaJ1alo0 Ha CIIMHY. JTO Mpo-
UCXOIUT HACTOJIbKO OBICTPO, UTO TBAPh HUYETO HE YCIIEBAET CO-
00pa3uth. 3aTO 51 BPEMEHU HE TEPSiO: BIABIMBAIO CITYCKOBOW



KPIOYOK 4TO ECTh MOYM. B 3TOT pa3 mysu npormmsarot teso Ctep-
Bbl, CJIOBHO TPSIMUYHYIO KyKJy. OHA CMOTPUT HA MEHsI IIMPOKO
OTKPBHITBIMU TJ1a3aMH, OyATO HE BEPUT B CITy4UBIIEECS.

Teapp magaer, muns ot 6omu. Ilepen cmepTbio ¢ Hell Mpo-
UCXOAAT cTpaHHble MeTamopdo3bl. OHa MEHsIeTCsl, Ha KaKOoe-TO
MTHOBEHHE TPHHUMAET OOIMK JOpOroro MHe dYesjoBeka. He
3HAI0, KaK TaKoe BO3MOKHO, J]a M KeM ObLJIO 3TO CYIIECTBO paHb-
1€ — TOXe 3arajka. sICHO JulIb OJHO — HYKHO IOCKOPEEe YHO-
CHTb HOTH, TTOKA He HAOeKaJlu Ipyrre OOUTATETN STOTO MPOKJIS-
TOTr'O MMpA.

Ha yacax — 6e3 nsitu BocemMb. CKOpO CTEMHEET, a MHe ellie
HYKHO TPOWTH CKBO3b CMEpTENIbHO onacHbld PxaBeiii Jlec. B
oguHOuKy. Ecnu y MeHs1 Bce oyuuTesi, Hy’)KHO OyJeT OThICKaTh
MECTO /11 Houslera. XoTs, TYT Y& Kak KapTa JISKeT: He yCIielo
— MIPUJIETCS CMaTh BHICOKO Ha JIEPEBE WU K€ B KAKOW-TO HOpE.
Benp B Hamlem fese ObiBaeT Besikoe. U o nokaeM crnath Mpu-
XOIMIoCh He pa3. OT 3TOro HUKTO HE 3aCTPAXOBaH.

NutepecHo, kak Tam Mo Cumka? Kynon ncyes napy Hezesb
Haza/l. HaBepHsika oHa yxe BepHysach ¢ bosbiioi 3emiu u ket
MmeHs1 B «bape». Kner u Hageercs, 4to s KMBOU. Mbl HE BU-
JIeJTUCh YK€ TaK JI0JIro, UTo 51 MoTepsia cueT BpeMeHU. CKOJbKO
MPOLLJIO — Mecsll, ABa, noiroga? TpyaHo ckazats. A npocun ee
OoJbIIIe He COBAThCS CIOIa, OCTaBaThCs TaM, B Oe3omacHocTu. Ho
OHa HacTosi1a Ha cBoeM. CKasasia, YTO BEpHETCS1 KO MHE HECMOT-
ps HU Ha yTo. ['mynas. OHa Beab M3HAYaIbHO B 30HY 32 MHOM
TOIILIa, TPOMEHsIIa CBOI0 6€33a00THYIO U CIIOKOMHYIO )KU3Hb Ha



BOT 3TOT AA. 3auem, cnpammsaerca? A u cam He 3Haw. [Toporo
TPY/IHO MOHSTh, O YeM BOOOIIIE JyMAIOT KeHIIIMHBI, KOTJIa COBEP-
IIAIOT CTOJIb OE3pacCy/IHbIC MTOCTYITKH.

Crynaio Tak TUXO, HACKOJILKO 3TO BOOOIIE BO3MOXKHO. JKU3Hb
B 30He Hayumia MeHsl ObITh MPENesIbHO OCTOPOXKHBIM. [ 1e-To
crpensiior. [laneko. He oOparmato Ha 3T0 BHUMaHWS, MTPOJION-
ka uatu Janbiie. CMepTesbHO OMacHasi AHOMaJIUs TTperpax-
naet MHe myTh. OOpazoBagach NpsIMO MOCpPeu Tporibl. PaHblie
9TOM JIOBYIIIKY 371eCh He ObL10. YTO elle M3MeHUI0Ch B 30He 3a
cronb KopoTkoe Bpems? [la Bce uto yrogao. OHa HecTaOMIbHA.
TpynHO mpemyragarh, 4To XAeT TeOsl B JaJbHEHIeM. DTO Kak
norepes. TyT yXk Kak MOBe3eT.

Bpocato mapy raek, 4TtoObl ONpeenTh IPAHUIIB AHOMAJIHH.
«BonbT» cabo TpemmT, Korjaa oHa U3 KeJIe30K MagaeT COBCeM
psagom. Jlpyrue «mapkepbl» He BBI3BAIOT HUKAKOW pEeakiuu —
3HAYUT, YUCTO. OTIMYHO, 3/1€Ch U MTPOUAY.

CkonbKO 4 yxe B myti? CMOTPIO Ha 4achl ¥ BUKY, 4TO IIPO-
1UIO IBaAlaTh MUHYT. HyHO TOponuThCs.

Cobwupatoch nipsitath [1J1A, HO BOPYT YyBCTBYIO C1a0yio BUO-
panuio — coodiienue. utepecHo, ot koro? ToyHO 3Hal0, 4TO HE
ot Cumku, y Hee Het I1[JA. JlanHo, no3:xe nocmotpio. Ceituac
Ha 3TO COBEPUICHHO HET BPEMEHH.

CoBcem Onmu3Ko paszgaercs Jjai ciunepoB. Eciu 3t myTu-
pOBaBIlMe cOOaKM yuysilM MOM 3amax, Torjaa aeia rioxu. OHu
0OBIYHO TPECIEAYIOT CBOIO J00BIUY A0 MociieHero. TakoBa ux
npupozaa, Oyap OHa HeslagHa.



Yckopsiio mar, Ho Jiaid He otaaisercs. [Toxoxe, 7oObda — 310
s1. Bot Tak oHO Bce noBepHyJioch. Hy, Huvero, myckail HaraJaor.
Ham M noctoiibii otiiop. He BriepBo#i oTOMBAThCS OT MyTaH-
TOB. bjlaro narpoHoB noka go0cTatoyHo. XOTb YTO-TO pagyer.

Bce eiie Hazeoch CKpbIThCS, BEPIO B TO, UTO CBOPA HAMIET
cebe nmpyryio xeptBy. He TyT-TO ObLTO. [lepBBIi Cmriep mosB-
JISIeTCsl CIIOBHO HUOTKY/A. BriOeraeT mpsiMo nepeo MHOM, OcTa-
HaBnuBaetcsi. Ckanutes. 4 crpensio. [1yns nonagaer emy B 60k
KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/1a BbICKAKMBAIOT OCTaJIbHbIE MYTAHTHI.
Eme Tpoe. He Tak yx u MHOro. EcTh maHchl BeIiTH MOOEANTE-
JIEM U3 3TOW 3aBapYLIKHU.

PaHeHbIll crunep CKyJaUT, OTYEro CTasi MPUXOAUT B OelleH-
ctBO. Hy *e, Harmagaite! Xo4ercs MocKopee MOKOHYMUTD C ITUM.

OTKpbIBal0 OTOHb, MHE YJIA€TCSl YMEPTBUTh Cpa3y JABYX OCO-
Oeii oqHOM ouepenbio. Heyxenu ynaya Ha moeii ctopone?

Camblii IEPBBIN CIIUTIEP, KOTOPOTO S pPAaHWJI B TUICIITMBBIN OOK,
Opocaercsi cioms rooBy B araky. K coxarnenuto, s He ycre-
Bal0 BOBPEMsI CpearupoBarhb. TBaphb BIIUBAETCS OCTPHIMU, CIIOBHO
OpuTBa, 3y0aMU MHE B HOTY, pa3pbiBasi KOXKY 1 MBIIIIIBL. AJICKast
60JIb 3aCTaBIISIET MEHs IEICTBOBATH C YABOEHHOM, HET, yTPOEH-
HOW CUJIOW. BBIXBATUB HOX, sl HAHOILY COKPYIIAIOIIMI Yaap ICy
B 3aTHUIOK. JIe3Bre BXOOUT B IOJIOBY MYyTaHTa MO CaMyl0 pyKoO-
Th. TBaph CKUMaET YeTIOCTH, HO CITyCTSI MTHOBEHUE €€ XBaTKa
ocnabeBaer.

Sl pe3BO OTKMABIBAIO TEJIO MEPTBOTO CIIUIEPA B CTOPOHY, TO-
TOBSICh K HallaJICHUIO [TOC/IEAHEro u3 crau. Ho psaom HUKOro Her.



MyTaHnT cOexa, MOKUHYII rmojie 601, cracast COOCTBEHHYIO IIIKY-
py. im wet? CrpanHo. Panblile 3a HUMU Takoro He HaOmoa-
Jock. Jloraaka oceHsIeT MEeHs CJIMILIKOM IO3/IHO.

OO0opaunBasich Ha3a 1, BUXKY, Kak IICHHA HECETCS1 HA MEHS, Bbl-
TapalyB HAJIUTHIE KPOBBIO M HEHABUCTHIO IN1a3KU. MyTaHT Mpbl-
raer, BIUT Ha 3eMJTi0. MOMEHTAJIbHO BrphI3aeTcs 3y0aMu MHE B
mer0. AJCKasi, MPOCTO HEBBIHOCKMAs OOJTb Pa3IMBAETCS TI0 MO-
eMy Tejty. 5l MeITaloch CKUHYTh TBapb, HO HUYETO HE MOTYy4YaeTCs.
UyBcTBYI0, KaK )KU3Hb TOKKUAET MeHs. Her, Toibko He 310. A He
xouy ymupatb. Pano eme! I'ocionu, a kak e Cuvka? OHa Besib
’KJET MEHS U COBEPLIEHHO HUYEro He 3HaeT!

Cumka, npoctu. S noasen Teods.

YTpoOHOe ppluaHye 1 OMep3UTeIbHOE YaBKAaHbe — MOCIIEJHEE,
YTO § CJIBILIY.



I'maBa 1

— JIuc 31ece?

bapmen nocmorpen Ha Cumky xmesnpHbIMU Iazamu. [locie
BUEPAIIIHEN IIbTHKH Y HET'O )KYTKO PacKaJIbIBasIack rojaosa. Onep-
IKUCh 0 OAPHYIO CTOMKY, OH HAKJIOHWJICS MOOIMAke K JeByike. Ta
Cpasy yuysula CUJIbHBIM 3allax neperapa U cJierka OTCTPAHUIIAC.

— JInc? Hery ero, jHA TpH Kak yuied.

— Kyna? — CuMka ynmuBIieHHO BCKUHYJIA OpPOBH.

— He 3na10. OH nepeso MHOM HE OTYUTHIBAETCS. 3HAIO TOJIb-
KO, 4TO He caMm yiues. C HuM OblIM 9TH, Kak ux? A, BCIOMHMJL.
Owmap, 'orosp u Pesp6a. C camoro yTpa BbIIBHHYIUCH, KaK TOJTb-
KO paccBesio. JInc Ko MHe elle THEM paHee 3aXOQWI, IOITPOCHIL,
4TOOBI 51 TeOsI 3aceIUyI B €ro KOMHaTy, Kak siBUIIbcs. Jlomro xe
Te0s1 He ObUI0. S Aymal, yxe He BEpHElIbCs.

CumMka oTonuia oT GapHOW CTOWKHM, YTOOBI HE UyBCTBOBATb
HENPUATHBIM 3arax, UCXOAsAIMi oT bapmeHa.

— 41 Obl M paHblIle BepHYJIach, Ja Toabko Kymnon stomy nome-
1iaJ.

— AX J1a, TOYHO. { yK M 3a11aMsTOBaJl O HEM.

— Tw1 OBl IMJT TOMEHBIIIE, & TO CKOPO COOCTBEHHOE MM 3a0Y-
JCIlb.

— Vike 3a0bu1, — paccMmesuicsi bapmeH, npotarusast Cumke
KJIIOYM OT €€ KOMHATHI.

— CKOJBKO ¢ MeHA? — cripocuJa IEBYIIIKA.



— 7KuBu noka tak, Mbl IOTOM € JIucoMm paccunraemcs.

CumMka 6rarogapHo KMBHYIIA.

— KomHara Ta xe camas, BepHo? Huuero He momMmeHsu1ochb?

— Huyero He nomeHsuiock. Bee mo-crapomy, — noaTBepaus
Bapmen, moce yero colypuicsi, TpUCMaTpuBasiCh K MOJIOAOMY
CTAJIKEPYy, CUJALIEMY 3a AAJBHUM CTOMMKOM. — Hy magHO, ThI
WM. A MHE elle ¢ YeJJIOBEYKOM OIHUM NIEPErOBOPUTH HAJIO.

CuMKa nonuia 3acesiaTbesl, HO € HUKaK He JaBaJia MOKos Of-
Ha MbICIIb: nTouemy Jluc ymen B 30Hy, HE JOXKIABIIUACH €€ I0-
SIBJICHH? 3HAJI K€, YTO OHA BEPHETCS Cpa3y Ke MOCJIE UCUE3HO-
BeHus Kynona. [leBymika Hagesinach, uro y Jluca Oblia Beckast
NIPUYKHA, OOBSCHSIONIAS MOJOOHOE TIOBE/IEHHE.

3anepeB 3a codoui 1Bepb, CMMKa cOpOCHIIa MPAKTUYECKH TTy-
CTOM PIOK3aK Ha I10JI, & caMa PyXHyJla Ha KpOBaTh U YCTaBWJIACh B
notosiok. [ToBepHyB rojoBy, AeByllIKa YBUAEIA HAa CTOALLEU ps-
JIOM C KpOBaThl0 TyMOOUKE Kakylo-To 3amucky. Kak u oxuna-
JIoCh, OT JIuca.

B 3anmcke TOT HUYEro TOJIKOM He OOBSICHWI, HAMMCAT JIUIIh
O TOM, YTO [JIeJI0O OYeHb BaXHOE, Ja MO0OeIIa] BEpHYThCS Kak
MOKHO ckopee. CMMKa TPUK/Ibl [IEpeUrTaia MOCIAHNE, CIIOBHO
XoTena yoeuThCsl B TOM, YTO HUYEro He YITyCTHIIA.

— Bor cBomOUB, — 0OMAenack oHa. — Pa3Be Heb3st ObLIIO MEHsI
NoAoKAaTh? 3HaJ ke, YTO CKOpO MpUELy.

OT/10XUB JTUCTOK OymMaru B CTOPOHY, IEBYIIIKA MOJOILIA K OK-
HY ¥ IIOCMOTpeJia Ha YIIHUILy.

— Hazerocs, 0HO TOrO CTOUT.



[Mpomna Henens, a o JIuce 10 CMX OP HUYETO He ObLIO CIIBIII-
HO. CMMKa He Ha IIyTKYy Pa3BOJHOBAJIACH — MAJIO JIA YTO C HUM
ciyunnocb. OH MOT YTOOUTh B aHOMAJIMIO, CTaTh yKWUHOM MY-
TaHTa, nonacts nox Bereck. .. Ja Bce uro yrogHo! Crasnkepiua
BCEMM CWJIAMHU TIBITAJIACh OTTOHATH 3TU TPEBOXKHBIE MBICIIU, HO
OHM camu Jie3nu B ronioBy. Eciu Ob1 He ee Opar Puzep, BepHYyB-
HIMCA U3 peunna napy AHen Hazaja, To CMMKa monpocTy couuia
ObI ¢ yMma.

— Bce ¢ Hum xopomo, — ycnokansain cectpy Punep. — He Briep-
Bble B 30HY yxoouT. CKOpO BEpHETCH.

Ho nHu Bce numy, a Jluc He Bo3Bpamaicsa. CuMKa Hanucasia
emy OoJble coTHU cooOuienui ¢ ITJIA Opata, HO HU Ha OTHO Tak
¥ He TIoJy4nyIa oTBeT. Puziep permn nomodsb eil 1 o0paTuiics K
CBOEMY CTapOMYy 3HAaKOMOMY, YuIly — jydiemy Xxakepy BO BCer
30He.

Ha cnenyromuii aens Yun xjan ux B 6ape. OH cuzen 3a cTo-
JIOM, 3aIPOKMHYB HOTY Ha HOTY, U JIEHMBO MOTATMBAJ [TMBO U3
OOMBIIION, CJIerKa 3aMyCOJIeHHOM KpyXKu. YBuaeB Cumky ¢ Pu-
JepOM, OH OTCTaBHJI KPYKKY, IONPABUJ CBOU HEJENble OYKU U
IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

B 6ape 6bu10 monHO U myMHO. «101 peHTreH» Haxomuics
Henazneko ot Ilepumerpa, moaToMy 37€Ch XBaTaslo Kak HOBUYKOB,
TaK Y BIIOJIHE ceOe ObIBAJIBIX CTAIKEPOB.



— Kakue monu, — pagoctHo BOCKJIMKHYN Yunn. — J[[aBHO He BU-
JEeJIUCh !

— Ara. — CrMKa npucesnia HapoTUB Hero. — OUeHb.

Xakep HernoHUMaloIle ycraBuics Ha Punepa.

— Yt0 370 C HeNn?

— He oOpammaii BHuManue. Jluca Het yxe Oosbliie Hefienu, OHa
BCS HA HEPBax.

— A-a, — moHUMarIIe NpoTAHYJ Yur.

— NmenHo mostomy mbl 371ech. Hy:KHO, 4TOOBI ThI OTCIIEIHIT
ero I1IA. — Puznep ceppe3HO mocMOTpes eMy MpsIMO B IJ1a3a. —
41 3Ha10, THI MOJKEIIIb.

— d-to mory, — 3amsuicst xakep. — ToJbKO BOT... 3T0 Oyner
CTOUTb. ..

— Ioronu-xa, — ynuswiicst Punep. — Tel 0 uem? PasBe 3a0wbu,
KTO MOMOT TeOe cripaBuThest ¢ 6anauramu? CoBecTh COBCEM TIO-
Tepsit, ga’?

— He 3a6p11. — Yun BUHOBATO OMyCTHII I71a3a. — [IpocTo 5 ceid-
4yac Ha MeJM H...

— W THI penmt HaKUThCS Ha 4y:xoM rope. Tak? — nporeaun
Pupep.

— Hy... — Hayan 6su10 Xakep, Ho CuMKa niepedua ero.

— Tak, Y, naBaii npekparniaii. Punep momnpocun teds o mo-
MOIIIH, U THI cormtacuiicst. [Toaromy npodeii mockopee ITIA JIu-
ca, U Mbl YUAJIEM.

- Ho...

— IIuBo 32 Ham cuert, — npemoxun Pugep.



— Ilo pykam, — cornacuics Yur.

Brerrammus ITJJA ¢ HarpynHOro kapmasa, Xxakep NpUCTYNAT K
nouckam. Ero rimaza OsIcTpo 3a0erajim 1o 3KpaHy, MaibIlbl PH-
HSUTCh OTOMBATh YE€UETKY IO KJIaBuiiaM. MUHYTHI uepe3 Tpu OH
JIOBOJIBHO KPSIKHYJI U yOpaJt Ta/IKeT 0OpaTHO.

— Bce. Hamen.

— Hy? I'ne on? — HerepniesnuBo cripocuia CUMKa.

— Cyqist IO MOUM JIaHHBIM, — Ha4aJl CO CBOEH caMOoi JTI0OOMMOM
(pazsl Yuri, on B CoBeTckOM. DTO HEOOJIBIIION MTOCETIOK Cpasy 3a
PxaseiM Jlecom. U, cyns o Bcemy, OH TaM JOCTATOYHO JABHO.

— Her, — ynana gyxom CuMKa. — 9TOro He MOXKET ObITh. .. 3TO
Henpasja. ..

Bbu10 BUJHO, YTO IEBYIIKA C TPYJOM CIEPKUBAET CIIE3bI.

— Cumka. — Punep nmonoxus pyky eil Ha 1iedo, 4ToObl XOTh
HEMHOTO yTeIlUTh, HO CeCTpa Pe3KO BCKOUMJIA M OBICTPO 3allia-
rajga K BbIXOAY.

— 51 ee yem-To 0OMIEN? — yOUBIEHHO cripocyi Yur, mormia-
KUBasl peIKUe YCUKU.

Punep He cran eMy orBeuath. JIUilb MaxHys1 pyKOWd U MOJTYa
YILIEJ CJIEIOM 32 CECTPOM.

Ha ynuire Cumku Hurzie He ObUTO BUIHO. [lomymas, 4to oHa,
CKOpee Bcero, Monuia K cede B KOMHATy, CTaJKep HalpaBHJICS
MMEHHO TyJa.

JlBepp OKa3anachk 3aKpbITOM, HO, IOCTOSIB OKOJIO HEE C MUHY-
Ty, Puzep ycnpiinan tuxue Bexyimnsl. Pemms, uto cectpe Hyx-
HO TIOOBITH OJTHOM, OH pa3BepHyJIcs u momien kK cede. «K Cumke



MO’KHO 3aiTH U 3aBTPa YTPOM, KOT/Ia OHa XOTh HEMHOTO YCIIOKO-
UTCSD», — MTOJyMaJI OH.

Haytpo Pugepa pa30ynuia rpOMKUil 1 HACTOMYMBBINA CTYK B
JBEPb.

—Pupnep, otkpoii! 10 51! — nocnpiancs cHapyxu rojaoc Cum-
KH.

Koe-kak pasnienus ria3a, CTajKkep MeIJIEHHO MTOJHSAJICS U Ha-
TAHYJ WTaHbl. OTKPBIB IBE€Pb, OH YAMBJIEHHO YCTABUJICS HA CBOIO
cectpy. OHa Obl1a B MOJTHOU O0€BOU TOTOBHOCTH: OfIETA B 3AIIIUT-
HBIIl KOMOMHE30H, Ha OJIHOM IUIeue — ee JIIOOUMBIA, IyTh JI He
JI0 JIbIp 3aTaCKaHHBIM PIOK3aK, HA IPYTOM — CTapblid, HO HaJlEXK-
HbII aBToMaT KananiHukosa.

— Tel kyma-to cobpasiach? — OKOHYATETBHO MPOCHYBIIUCH,
crpocuit Pupep.

— Ja! — CumKa pemmresibHO BOIILIA BHYTPb, YCEIach Ha Kpo-
BaTh. — U T naem» BMecTe CO MHOM.

— Kyza 310? — He NIOHST CTaJKep.

— B Cogerckoe, Opaten. I He cMoTpy Ha MeHs Tak. S 3Ha,
y Tebst ObLH Ipyrue mi1aHbl. Ho ThI ke He OpocHIIb CBOIO JII0OU-
MYIO CECTPEHKY B TaKyl0 TPYAHYIO MUHYTY?

— He 6pomry, — ycrano kuBnyn Puznep. — Ho Tsl xoporiio mo-
aymana?

— Ha. 51 xouy yoeauTbcsi, 4TO OH... HY... Thl IOHUMaelb. He



MOT'y ITPOU3HECTH 3TO BCIyX. MHe OOJIBHO OT OHOM JIUIIIh MBIC-
71 00 STOM.

— Xoportmo. S moitny ¢ To6ou. Koraa BeiiBuraemcs?

— [Ipsimo ceituac, — Kpenko CkaB KyJlaku, yBEpEHHO OTBETUJIa
Cumka.

[Tpomwio Tpu JHA € TEX MOP, KaK OHU BbIIBUHYJIUCH B MyTb.

— Copimmmb, Tl Ob1 TIOeNa Yero-HuOyab. Henbss Tak. Ilo-
Mpelllb Be/lb, €CJIU €CThb He Oy/ielb. MoXeT, Ha IPUBaJl BCTAHEM,
nepekycum? OTI0XHEM, B KOHIIE-TO KOHLIOB. CHMKa, Thl OIJIOX-
na, wim 9to? § jxe BOJTHYIOCh 3a TeOsl.

JleBy1iKa 1u1a Boepeau, crapasich He oOpaiaTh BHUMaHUS Ha
cioBa Opara. OHa He XOTesa OCTaHaBJIMBATbCS, HAAEsIaCh J0-
Opatbcst 10 COBETCKOro Kak MOXHO ObICTpee.

— OtBsiHDB, Punep. Jlydine cMotpu no ctopoHam, He TO KabaH
BBICKOUYUT U3 KYCTOB J]a OTOPBET TeOe BCE, UTO TOJIBKO MOXKHO.

Crasnkep 0OMKEHHBIM B3IJIJ0M cBepiInJ 3aTbulok CuMku. Ee
YepHbIE JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI IPSA3HBIMU COCYJIBKAMU CBUCAJI BHU3.
C tex mop kak ucue3 Jluc, oHa cOBceM mepecrasa CIeJuTh 3a
co0o¥.

— Hamua Bpems myTuTs.

— A 4 1 He 11y4y, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTmIa CuMKa.

— CecrpeHKa, 51 cepbe3Ho. Thl KOrma B nocjeHun pas ena? 51
noHUMalo, Tede ceifuac Hesierko. Ho M Thl TOMKHA MOHATH — 1



BOJIHYIOCh 32 TBOE 3710poBbe. OcobeHHO 371ech. OcOOEHHO ceii-
yac.

JleByIIKa XMbIKHYJIA, TIOMPABJIsis JISIMKU PIOK3aKa.

— A Tbl He BosHy¥Hcs. A yxe He ManeHbkasi. He nepBbiil rof
30Hy TOM4y, TEPTas yKxe. BCIOMHU, CKOIBKO pa3 s TBOIO 3a/IHU-
1y U3 HENPUSTHOCTEN BHITACKMBAJIA?

— POBHO CTOJIBKO k€, CKOJIBKO U 51 TBOI0. He 3a0biBaii 00 3TOM.

CuMKa 3ame[InIa 11ar, 3aMeTUB BIIEPEU Ha 3eMJIE CTPAHHbIE
CHHEBATO-3€JICHbIE TISATHA, CBEPKAIOIIUE HA COJHIIE. JTO ObLIO
YTO-TO HOBEHbKOE. PaHbIlle OHa ¢ TTOJIOOHBIM SIBJICHUEM HE CTal-
kuBajach. Heyxenu HoBast aHoMausi?

OCTaHOBMBIIIUCh B HECKOJIKUX METpax OT HEU3BECTHOTo 00-
pa3oBaHusl, IEBYIIKA CIIPOCHJIA:

— Bunen korma-auOyap takoe?

Crankep npuiiypucs.

— Her, ve Bugen. Ho, Bpoze, ciblilian UICTOPUU O YEM-TO MO-
xoxkeM. Eciu He ommbaroch, 3Ty OpsiHb «KUCEIEM» Ha3bIBAIOT.
C BUy OHO, MOXKET, U HE KaXXETCS OMACHBIM, HO OPraHUKY pa3b-
e/1aeT He XyKe 000 KUCIOTh. BO3MOXHO, 51 HE TPaB, U HE «KU-
ceJib» 3TO BOBCE, HO B JIIDOOM CJTydae CTOMT OOOUTH 3Ty XpEeHb
CTOPOHOM, OT rpexa MoJasblIIle.

— Bor u g Tak gymaro, — ycrano npousHeciaa CuMKa, mogyMan
0 TOM, YTO HJiesl C IPUBAJIOM ObLIa HE TAKOW yXK U TIJIOXOM.

Crycrd elie AecATh MUHYT JEBYIIIKAa BCE-TaKU COIIACUIIAChH
OCTaHOBUTHCS TOJ] KPOHAMHU OTPOMHOr0 packarucroro ayoa. B
TO BpeMs Kak CHMKa JocTaBajla U3 PIOK3aKOB ApMEUCKHUE CyX-



naiku, Puzep pa3ses HEOOJBIIION KOCTEPOK ISl 000rpeBa v Ka-
KOTO-TO TIO00Ms yioTa. XOTsI KaKoW YIOT MOT OBITh 311eCh, B 30-
He, Ha 3apakKeHHBIX 3eMJIsIX UepHOoObLIsA?

Cumka npucena, TPUCIOHUBIIMCH CITUHON K CTBOJY JiepeBa.
[Moenass HexuTpwlil 00en, oHa aymana o Jluce, o ToMm, 4TO BCe
MOTJIO OBI CJIOKHUTHCS COBepIieHHO nHave. Ecii Obl OHa He yexa-
na B KueB veThipe Mecsiiia Ha3a/l, 4YTOObl HABECTUTh B OOJIbHUIIE
CTapyIo TSKeJI0O0NbHYIO TeTKY, TO JIuc Obl1 Obl XKUB, U OHU Ha-
BCer/ia MOKUHY/IU Obl 30HY B OJIMKAKIIINE MeCSIIbl, KaK U TUIAaHH-
poBas. Ho ee smoOuMbIil Toruod, 1 ux 1iaHaM He CYKIEHO ObLIO
COBITBCS.

HeBosbHO Ha 171232 HaKaTUIIKCh crie3bl, 1 CrMKa ObICTPO cTep-
Jla X ThUILHOW CTOPOHOM JIAZIOHH, TIOKa OpaT He 3aMETHJI STOrO
NPOSIBJICHUSI MUHYTHOM c1aboctu. OHa moctapasiach B3sTh ceds
B PYKM M BCIIOMHUThH O TOM, YTO OHA He MajieHbKasi CEHTUMEH-
TaJbHAS IEBUYIIKA, OHA — cTankep. Mnu, no KpaiiHeit Mepe, cTa-
panach UM OBITh, TIPSTYA CBOIO HEXKHYIO KEHCKYIO CYITHOCTh TIOJT
TUM T'PO3HBIM U YCTPAIIAIOUIMM CJIOBOM.

— Thl BeJ1b HE YCITOKOUIIILCS, IOKA Mbl HE HAUAEM €ro? — Cpo-
cunt Puziep, CIOBHO y/IOBUB HACTPOEHUE CECTPHI.

— Her, — cornacuiace Cumka. — He ycniokorock. Tel ke 3Ha-
elllb, STOMY He ObIBaTh, TMOKA 51 HE BBISICHIO, YTO C HUM CITy4H-
Jock. Mnu ke noka He ympy...

— CrutioHs, rynoe Tol co3nanue. Pano tebe ymupars. Moso-
nas eme. S Te6s B obuny He aam. Ecim Oyner Hyx)HO, cam 3a
TeOs1 ympy!



Cumka cna0o ynplOHYIack.

— Bor kak? D10 Bce cnoBa, 6pareir. [Ipocto crosa.

— A BoT 1 Her! — Bo3myTwics Pusep. — Korna-Hubynp s J10-
Kaxy Tede 3To.

— Haperoch, 10 3TOrO BCe ke He AOUAeT. A Ternepb MOMOTYN
HEMHOTO, MHE HYKHO MOlyMaTh.

— O yem? — OMHTEPECOBAJICS CTAJIKEDP.

Tsxko B310xHYB, CHMKa 'rHEBHO NIOCMOTpea Ha Opara.

Punep noHsin, 4to ee ceftuac Jydiie He OeCIIOKOUTb, TOITOMY
oH poctai cBou [1JJA 1 oTKpbLT KapTy MecTHOCTH. Hy)HO ObL10
XOPOILEHBKO M3YYUTh MAPUIPYT, O KOTOPOMY MM MPEACTOSIIO
WITY €llle HEe OJIUH JIEHb.

CumKa MeXaHMUYEeCKU TiepekeBbIBasla Oe3BKYCHYIO elly, yCTa-
BUBIILIKCH B OJIHY TOUKY. [IeByliKa He 3Haja, Kak eu KUTh JaJlb-
uie nocne cmeptu Jluca. TouHee, el COBEPHIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh
KUTh Oe3 Hero. Jluc Obu1 1151 Hee BceM. COITHIIeM, JIyHOI, HeOoM,
BO31yX0OM... JKu3Hbl. Korga oH ucues, Bce BOKpPYT MOMEPKJIO,
NOTEPSUIO CBOM Kpacku. B mocnennee Bpemsa CuMKa axe Io-
JQyMbIBaJIa TIOKOHYUTH KU3Hb CAMOYOMICTBOM, HO TOKA YTO OT
9TOr0 HEPa3yMHOTIO 111ara ee CACP:KMBajla BaXHas 11eJIb — [IOUCKU
MepTBoro myxa. Ceituac 3To ObUIO € IMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO AEPKAIIO
JEBYIIKY B 3ToM Mupe. U naxe Opat He cMor Obl OTTOBOPUTS €¢,
pelly OHa Ha CaMOM JeJie paclpoIIaThCs C XKUBHBIO.

BuezanHo TT[JA Punepa 3aBuOpupoBai, usBelias o nojayve-
HUM HOBOTO coo0MIeHust. 1o 6110 nrchMo oT bopa. OH cripa-
IIMBAJI, KAK ITPOABUTAIOTCSA MOMCKU. CTalKkep HAaCKOPO HaIMcall



OTBET: MOJI, [IOKa CIIOKOWHO.

[Tomyn npoxagHbI OCEHHUN BETEPOK.

CumKa NofHsIa JMIO HaBCTpeuyy MOTOKY BO3yXa, MIyOOKO
BIOXHYJIA. .. W IOYYBCTBOBaJa BAPYI BBUHTUBILUICS B 9Ty CBE-
JKECTh CMPAJL THIIN U PA3JIOkKeHHs1. TO ObUI AyPHOU 3HAK.

Pe3ko mojickouunB, JeByIKa Hadaa ObICTPO COOMPATHCSI.

Punep, 3aMeTB B3BOJIHOBAHHOCTh CECTPbl, HACTOPOKEHHO
CIIPOCHIL

— Yro ciyunsocs, CuMmka? YKycu KTO 3a IATYI0 TOUKY ?

— Tuxo! — npoiumnena oHa, yc/IbllIaB TPECK CYyUYbEB O] HOra-
MU HEU3BECTHOTO TOCTSl, YTO MEJUIEHHO, HO YBEPEHHO JBUTAJICS
B X CTOPOHY.

«PbIKMe BOIOCH» — MyTUpOBaBIlIasl TpaBa BBICOTOM 110] 1BA
MeTpa, MOTyYMBIIAs CBOE HA3BaHWE W3-3a CTOJb HEOOBIYHOTO
PbIKEBATOrO OKpaca, — MOTSHYJMCh K TOMY, KTO MbITAJICS MPO-
JpaThcs CKBO3b 3T pkasble 3apociu. Cyns 1o ToMy, 4TO HEU3-
BECTHBII MOT TEPIETh IPUKOCHOBEHHU S JOBUTHIX LLIMIIOB pacTe-
HUSI-MYTaHTa, OH ObUT HEBEPOSITHO CUJIEH Y BHIHOCIIUB.

HesxnaHHblid TOCTh M3[aJ1 TPOTSKHBIA TOPJIOBOI 3BYK U Ha-
KOHEL-TaK! MOSIBUIICS BO BCEM CBOEH Kpace Mepe] ollapalleH-
HBIMU ITyTHUKamu. Xopoio, uto Cumka ¢ Pugepom ycnienu co-
Oparbcs M CXBaTUTh CBOM aBTOMAThl. VIHa4e ObLI0 ObI COBCEM XY-
70, TYT 4 K OaOKe He XO/H.

MoHcTp cierno mapu B3IISI0M 110 CTOPOHAM, TIOKa He 3aMe-
T Jofei. OH TOJIbKO YTO MPOCHYJICA U, MOKA €Ile HUYEro He
cooOpaskasi, MOTIeNCcsl Ha 3anax 4yejoBeurHsl. Ho3napu MyTaHTa



pacrupalio oT CTOJb IUIEHUTEIbHOTO apoMara, CTaJIbHbIE MbIIII-
1Bl MIEPEKATHIBAIUCH MO IIEPIIABOM KOXEH, BCe TBUKEHUS TO-
BOPWJIM O HETEPIIEHUH U TOJIofie.

Sroro ypoiia npo3Baiud 00J0M — u3-3a ero cepruueckon
(opmsi. [To HE3HAHMIO, 3TOrO MyTaHTa MOKHO OBLIIO ObI IIPUHSITH
3a KOJIOOKA M3 CTapOi AeTCKOM CKa3Ku. TOJbKO BOT KOJIOOOK TOT
OXOTHJICSI Ha JIIOJeH, AaBWJI UX CBOMM HEMaJIbIM BECOM, UTOObI
MIOTOM BBICOCATh BHYTPEHHOCTH U BCIO KPOBb J10 TIOCJIEHEN Karl-
. Msicom 6011 Ope3roBas Mo sICHBIM JIMIIL MY OJHOMY ITPUYH-
HaM.

— TBorw marts, — niporientai Puaep, HaripaBuB CTBOJI aBTOMATa
B OpIOXO MyTaHTA.

Crankep NoHUMAI, YTO JIENO II0XO.

— bexum! — 4yto ectb MouM 3a0pasia CMMKa B TOT MOMEHT,
KorJa OOJI YCTaBMIICS Ha Hee MyCThIM, HUYErO He BhIPAKAIOIIIM
B3[JISIIOM U LIarHyJl HABCTpeuy.

Pebsita copBasiMch ¢ MeCTa, CJIOBHO JIydIlIie B MUpPE CITPUHTE-
pbl. A 4T0? 3ax0yYelllb KUTh — €IIIe U HE TAKOE CMOXKEIIIb.

Bon 3amep, HejOyMeHHO HabOmoaas1, Kak BKYCHBIE JIIOAU Y-
paloT OT Hero co Bcex Hor. Ho crycTst MrHOBeHre OH OMOMHMII-
Cs1 ¥ IOMYAJICS 32 HUMHU, SIPOCTHO pblua M CMETasl BCe Ha CBOEM
MyTH.

Pupep 6exan nepes cecTpoid, OmHy 3a Apyron Opocast railku.
Tpora, Mo KOTOPO¥ OHU YAUPATH OT MyTaHTa, Obl1a OE30MACHOM.
Ho kmodeBoe c1oBo — Obl1a. Koryia craakepsl TpoXoawIv 31ech
B IIPOLIUTBIN pa3, aHOMaJIMK NOOMM30CcTH He Habmoaamichk. Ho ¢



Tex nop ObLIO yxke Tpu Beriecka, Tak YTo MHOTOE MOIJIO U3Me-
HUTHCS 32 ITO BPEMSI.

MyTaHT, HeCMOTPsI Ha CBOU HeMaJible radapuThl, CTPEMUTETb-
HO HaroHs1 OersietioB. [IpeABKyIas CHITHYIO Tparme3y, Ypojell
3apeBelt, IMMPOKO OTKPBIB POT. CIIIOHU MOTEKJIM BHU3 TIO TIOI00-
POIIKyY, Karasi Ha OrpoMHbIN kMBOT. Ecyin 661 CuMKa yBHIEIA 3TO
3pesuilie, TO CKPUBHIJIACh Obl OT OMEP3€HHsI, HO OHA ObLIa 3aHsI-
Ta APYrvM — Cracajja CBOIO XH3Hb. B 3TOT pa3 — 4ToObl 3aKOH-
YUTH MOCJIeIHee BaskHOe Jiesio. OHa IMpocTo 00si3aHa OblIa OThIC-
KaTh TEJIO MPOMABIIero MyXa-cTajkepa. Ecim ero, KoHeuHo ke,
He pasofpaiv Ha Kycku. CUMKa OCO3HaBasia, 4To CKOpee BCEero
Tak oHO U ObuTO0. Ho fmake mpu Takom packjiajie OHa He MOIJia
OTKa3aThCsl OT STOTO perjia, B HaJIexk/Ie OTHICKATh XOTsI ObI UTO-
TO, CBSI3aHHOE C JIucom. ..

Punep yciblima, Kak rae-To HeJaJIeKo Ky puuT pedyika. [To-
HUMas1, 4TO IIPOCTO TaK OT O0Ja HE CKPHITHCS, CTAIKEP PEIIUIC
Ha OYeHb PUCKOBAHHBIN, HO €IWHCTBEHHBIN IAHC Ha CIIaCeHUE
— HBIPHYTb B 3apaK€HHYI0 ¥ Hen3BelaHHY0 Boay. OH 3HaJI, 4TO
OO0JIBI HE YMEIOT IJIaBaTh, IIO3TOMY OMACAIOTCS JIIDOBIX BOIOEMOB,
BIUIOTH JI0 JIYK. 3apixasich, Punep Ha Oery pacckasai cecTpe o
cBoeld uyee. OH He HazesuICA, YTO JEBYIIKA COTJIACHTCS, HO Ta
BBIKPUKHYJIA Ha OJTHOM JIbIXaHUU:

— Xopoo!

W pe3ko cBepHysa BpaBo Beiea 3a Opatom. Tyna, e, cyas
10 3BYKaM, HaXOAMUJIach peuka.

[Mokope:keHHbIE BETBU OOJIBHBIX OT Paralliil 1 aHOMAJIbHOTO



U3JTy4eHUsI AepeBbeB OOIBLHO OWJIH IO JIUIaM, HO OerJielisl He 00-
paIagyM Ha 3TO HA MaJIelIero BHUMaHWsI, He JI0 9TOrO UM ObLIO.
Bon coBepiiieHHO He 03KuAam OT Jofied moaoOHo# npeiTH. [1o
MHEepIMY MpoOekaB BIIEpe/l OKOJIO JIECSATH METPOB, OH OCTaHO-
Buicst. [71yOoKo BTsIHYN HO3/Ipsimu Bo3yX. [TouyBcTBOBaB ciiaji-
KWI YeIOBEUECKHIT 3armax, MyTaHT BHOBb modexail. Paccrosiue
MEX Ty OXOTHUKOM M XEPTBAMH CTPEMUTEILHO COKPAIAJIOCh.

Punep Opocun raiiky. Ta mponerena Briepea Ha HECKOJBbKO
METPOB, MOCJIe YEro Bpe3asiach B HEBUIUMYIO IPETPAy U 3aCThI-
na B Bo3ayxe. CrycTsi CeKyH/Iy OHa CO CBHCTOM B3MbLIa BBEPX.
Crankep B3sul mpaBee, YTOObI OOOTHYTh «TpamIuH». CrMKa
3aMeTuJIa MPOBEAEHHYI0 MaHUIYJISALUIO U odexana 3a 6parom
Cliefl B clie]], YToObI He HAPBAThCS HA aHOMAJHIO. JIeByIKa Haje-
SUIaCh, YTO OOJ MO CBOEH IJTYNOCTH MOMA/IET B JIOBYIIKY, HO TOT
OekaJ 4yTh B CTOPOHKE, OTYEr0 aHOMAaJIUsI 3ajiej1a ero JIMIIIb ca-
MYIO MaJIOCTh. MyTaHT MOKayHYJICsI, HO YCTOsIT Ha Horax. Hemo-
BOJILHO 3aXpHIIeB, OH MOOEKaJ C yIBOEHHON cuiioi. bon He en
y’Ke HECKOJIbKO JIONITUX JIHEH ¥ He COOMPAJICS TaK MPOCTO OTITyC-
KaTh CBOIO JJOOBIY.

Cumka Oesxasna yxe U3 IOCJIeTHUX CHJI, KOTJa peduyIiKa HaKo-
HElI-TO MoKa3ayiach Ha ropusoHTe. Punep ¢ pazdery Biereln B X0-
JIOMHYIO BOMY, OpBI3TH MOJIETe M BO Bce cTOpOoHbI. CecTpa Iphir-
HYyJIa 32 HAM.

OHM JOMIBUIM IO CepevHbl BOAOEMa, KOTAa YCIbIIIAIN Y-
HIepa3IupaoIvid BOIUIhL MyTaHTa. OrissHyBIIuCch, CUMKa 3ame-
THJIa, 4TO OOJ MedeTcs BJIOJb Oepera, He Haxojsl ceOe MecTa.



TBapp He 3HaNA, KaK €l MOCTYIUTh — TO JIM HBIPHYTh B CTOJb
HEHABUCTHYIO BOLY U IMPOIOJDKUTH TIOTOHIO, TO JI OPOCHTH BCE K
4epTsM co0aubUM ¥ TIONTH MCKaTh OoJiee JIETKYIO 100bIuYy.

Korna Cumka u Puzep ysxe BblIe3anu Ha MPOTHBOIOIOKHBIHA
Oeper, MyTaHT BCe-TaKH CJieJIajl CBOM HeJlerKui BeIOOp. bo 3a-
Om cebs1 KyJIakamMu B TPy/ib, TIOCTIE YEerO OTOIIeN Ha HECKOJIBKO
METPOB Ha3aj1, pa30exkascs U MPbIrHyI 4yTo ObUIO Moun. HaBep-
HOe, OH HaJleslyICsl TIepeNpbIrHyTh HErTyOOKYyIo ¢ BUAy peky. Ho
HE pacCuMTall CBOMX CHJI M PyXHYJI B LIGHTP BoAoTOKa. Vcnyras-
IMCh, OOJT Havasl CyIOPOXKHO pa3MaxvBaTh OIPOMHBIMU TUTIEP-
TpopPOBaHHBIMU KOHEYHOCTSIMUA. MyTaHT OapaxTtajcsi B BOJIE,
IBITAsICh yIep/KaThCs Ha IUIABY, HO BCE €ro CTApaHMsI OKA3aJMCh
HarpacHpIMU. OH MCTOIIHO 3aBOMMJI OT YKaca, MOCJASHUN pa3
B3MaxHYJI THTAHTCKUMH PyUYHIAMU 1 MEJICHHO TIOIIeN KO JTHY.

He npomuio 1 MUHYTHI, KaK B TIIyOMHE YTO-TO CTPEMHUTENIHHO
3aIleBeNIIOCh, 320y pinio. MyTHbBIE TPOBOPHBIE CUITYITHI 3aMe-
TaJIMCh TIOJ] BOJOM, U CITYCTSI MTHOBEHHE peKa o0arpriach Kpo-
BBIO.

— JKanko ero HemHOrO, — cka3ana CMMKa, BHIKPYUUBas MOK-
pble BOJIOCHI.

Puiep U3yMIIeHHO TIOCMOTpEJ Ha CecTpy.

— CeppesHo? Tl uzgeBaembes? OH HAC 4y Th HE IOTHAJL, a Te-
6e ero xanko? He nmoHnMaro s Bac, sxeHIIUH. Bce He Kak y Jmo-
neit. Jlydme pagyiics, 4To HaM Tak KPYITHO TMOBE3JI0. DTH MOJ-
BOJIHBIE MOHCTPBI MOIIM ObI M1 HAC C TOOOM pa3opBaTh 32 MIITYIO
Aytry. XOpOIIO, YTO BHIILIBITH YCTIENH.



— 9710 Ja, — coracuiach CUMKa, poxka OT X0Joja.

Crankep CHsI € Jieda CBOM «KaJialll», OTKPBLI 3aTBOP U CIIUI
Bofy. JleByliKa czenana To e camoe.

— 3Haelllb, — ckazas Pusep. — ToT CipyHT MO JIECUCTOM MeCT-
HOCTU BBICOCAQJI U3 MEHsI Bce cuibl. Tem Oosee B mocieqHue
HECKOJIbKO JTHeW MHE He yJaeTcsl TIOCHaTh OOJIbIIE, YeM mapy Ja-
COB B CyTKH.

— U Kk yemy TbI KJIOHMILIb?

— A 1h1 He noHMMaelb? HykHO rae-to nepesoxHyTh, BbI-
COXHYTb, BOCCTAHOBUTb CHJIbI U OTOrpeThcsi. Boma-To xononHasi.
OceHb Kak-HMKaK Ha JBope. $1 yke OTBBIK OT MOAOOHOTrO poaa
My TENIeCTBUM.

— OTBBIK? — BOBMYTWJIACH JIEBYLIKA. — ThI ke CTajiKkep!

— f-10 crankep, — ciokorHO orBetr Punep. — Ho B nocnen-
Hee BpeMsl IPeANIOYUTa0 0COO0 HE BHICOBBIBATHCS U HE OTXOAUTH
Jajieko oT 0apoB U MPOYMX MECT CKOIUIEHHSI IPYTUX OXOTHUKOB
3a apredaktamu. Thl cama 3TO MpeKpacHO 3Haellb. MHe moka
YTO Y 9TOTO PUCKA XBaTaeT, APYroro He HaJo.

— Torpa mouyemy Thl COIJIACHJICSI CO MHOW TOWTH, Oparerr?
3Han xe, uto Oyznet TpyaHo. [louemy He oTkazancs?

— JKanms MHe Te0s ctasio. Tel ske cebst CO CTOPOHBI HE BUIMIIIb.
A s Buky. U npyrue BuaaT, kcratd. Jla ¥ He X04y, YTOOBI ThI
B OJJMHOYKY MO 30HE acTaia, IPUKJI0UYEHUs Ha CBOIO 3aTHUILY
cobupasia. He uyxue moau Bce-Taku. JlOMKHBI IOMOraTh Jpyr
Apyry.

— Bort oHo kak. fIcHO Bce ¢ ToOOM.



— Cumka, Hy gaBail ocraHoBuMcs rae-Tto. Cepbe3Ho. Ckopo
HOYb HACTaHET, 1a U Beruteck He 3a ropamu. HyxHo re-To niepe-
*®1atb. Buauiie, HeOo Kak modarposesio? Yacos nsth eCcTh y Hac,
YTOOBI HAWTU yKpbITUE. MOXeT, kK Yepsio noiiem? Y Hero Kou-
KJA CBOOOIHBIE TOJKHBI ObITh. Tem Oostee JIuc Korma-To KU3Hb
eMy crac, Tak 4to YepBb /10 CHX MOP y HEro B JIONTY.

— B ponry, roBopuiib? — 3agymanach CuMmka. — A royemy st
00 3TOM He 3Hal?

— Tak 3T0 naBHO ObLIO, a2 U JIKC IPOCKIT HUKOMY He paccKa-
3piBaTh. UT0OBI UepBst HE OMO30PUTB.

— Hey:xenu Bce HACTOJIBKO IJIOXO?

— A 1o! — yneiOHyCS Pugep.

— JlagHo, — comtacuiiacsk eByuika. — Mnem k tBoemy Yepsio.
3aonHo 1po aoiar HanoMHUM. Ham 3anackl HOMOTHUTD HE ToMe-
majao Obl. A TO HalMX HAAOATO He XBaTuT. OCOOEHHO ¢ TBOUM
anrneTuToM.

— A 4T0 ¢ HMUM He Tak? §l MyXUK, MHE TIOJIOKEHO €CTh MHOTO,
yT0OBI cHuThl ObLTH. Kak ke 51 Te0s cracy, eciu ociadHy?

Cumka ynsiOHyack. PerB Oosbilie He pa3BUBATh Ty TEMY,
OHa CKazaja:

— Jlyuie pacckaxu, 4yTo Tam 3a ucropus ¢ Yepsem? U kak
ThI 00 STOM y3HAJ?

Punep ceepuicsa c [1JA u nomen Ha 3anaf,.

— 3Ty UcTOpUIO 51 MoBefalo Tede 1o myTu. Eciin Ham, KOHEeuHO
e, HUKTO HE MOMEIIIAET.



CuMKa 3a/1MBajlaCh YMCTBIM, UICKPEHHUM CMEXOM, C TPYJIOM
CIepXKUBas CJIE3bl.

— Tl HE LIy TUIIB? — XOXOTaJIa OHA, HE B CUJIaX IIOBEPUTH, YTO
9TO AEUCTBUTENILHO MOIJIO CJIyUYUTbCS C TAKUM CEPbE3HBIM U BJIH-
SITeJIbHBIM MYKUMHOWU, Kak YepBb.

— Ara, — yneiOnyncs Pupep. — IlceBmoryma npsamo c3aau
K YepBio nojpomwa, KOrna ToT Hy XAy CIpPaBJIsll, IPEICTABIIsA-
emb? Yyno, yro He nanHyia. Jluc BoBpeMs ee OTOrHal, Korua
UYepsb 3aBu3kan. [la-na, MMEHHO 3aBU3XKaJl, CJIOBHO JIEBYOHKA
kakag-1o! { 4yTh co cmexy He nomep!

— 3Haellb, UCTOpUS 3aMevaresbHasi, TYT CIIOPY HET, TOJbKO
BOT 51 OJJHOTO He MOWMY: ThI-TO TaM 4TO 3a0bL1 C HUMU?

— 3a kommnanuio nome. [To mytu 6bu10.

Punep nepenarays yepes TpynuK MyTUPOBABLIEH KPBICHI.

— SlcHo, — oTtBeTHNa CHMKa, OIIsSIIBIBAsCh Ha3al. — TeOe He
KaXKETCs1, YTO CIIMILIKOM THUXO CTano?

Crankep ocraHOBWICA, NpuUcCayliauca. Tuxo 1menecrena
nmctBa. [ ne-To Baaneke oguHOKO 3aBbul crurnep. U Bce. OObIMHO
30Ha MoJIHA BCSIKMX 3BYKOB, HO ceilyac 3/1eCh ObUIO Ha yAMBJIE-
HUe TUXO. Puiep mogHst B3MIsi BBEPX U yBUJET TsKesble Oar-
POBBIE TYYH.

— Berieck coBcem ckopo HauHetcs. HyxHO notoporumTscs.

basa Yepss Haxoauack Ha crapou (pepme. MiaTu 1o Hee ocTa-



BaJIOCh BCET0 HUYETO, HO, KAK M3BECTHO, 1a)KE€ HA TAKOM MaJIeHb-
KOM OTpE€3Ke MYTH MOIJIO POM30MTH BCE UTO yroaHo. Tak 4rto
3ara/iplBaTh Harepes — rioxasi mpuMeTa. B atom moboii yoex-
JaJicsl cpasy, Kak TOJIbKO Monajan B 30HY.

Booo6ie, depma 3ta, UM, Kak ee mpo3Baiu craikepsl, Ho-
pa, pacrnonarajgach O4eHb ygadyHo. C OJHOM CTOPOHBI €€ OKpyXka-
JIM CMEPTEJIbHO omnacHble Tonu, ¢ Ipyroil — HENMpPOXOAUMBIE TTO-
JISl aHOMAJIWiA, TJieé MOXHO ObLIO HacoOupaTh apTehakToB UyTb
71 He Ha 1nefioe coctostaue. [logooparbest K Hope MokHO ObLIO
JIMIIb ¢ OJHOW CTOPOHBI, J1a ¥ Ta ObLIa CIUIONIb 3aMUHUPOBAHA,
TaK YTO MPOBECTHU TeOs1 MOIJIU JIMIIIb IPOBEPEHHBIE, CIIEIMATIbHO
0Oy4eHHbIE JIIO[J1, KOTOPble KOHTPOJIMPOBAIM M OXPAHSIIA Tep-
puTOpHI0 (pepMBI, CJIe/Is 32 OKPYTol CO CBOMX OJIOKITOCTOB B OIT-
THUYECKHE TPULIEIIHI CHANTIEPCKMX BUHTOBOK. B 00111em, xoportio
Yepssb ycrpowscs. daxe cavikom xopowo. PapToBblid MyKHK,
TYT YK HUYEro He CKaKelllb.

— Croars! — pazganoch OTKy#a-To U3 KycToB. — Pyku BBepx,
yTOOBI BUIHO OBLIO!

Cumka c PuziepoM He cTanm repoiMcTBOBaTh U TYT XKe CIENANH,
Kak uM Besienu. OHU yke ObIBasIM Ha (epMe, MOITOMY 3HAIU
MeCTHbIE MTPaBUIa U OObIYAU.

— K10 Takue?! — cripocui yxe Apyroi, Ooree rpyobiii 1 BJIacT-
HBI TOJI0C.

— 4 — CumKa, — CIOKOIHO, HO IPOMKO OTBETHJIA IEBYILKA. —
A 310 moit 6par Punep! Iepenaiite Yepsio, urto s xeHa Jluca!
OH B Kypce, KTO MbI Takue!



KT0-TO M3 OXpaHHMKOB CKa3aJl YTO-TO B pauuio. B oTBeT emy
CKBO3b [TOMEXH pa3/iaioch HeloBOJIbHOE OopmoTtanue. Ho Tem He
MeHee OTBEUaBIIUI Aajl JOOPO, U CTATKEPOB BITYCTHIIM BHYTPb.

W3 ykpeiTHS, 3aMacCKMpPOBAaHHOIO MO KYCThl, IOKa3ajcs
OXpaHHUK POCTOM MOYTH ToA 1Ba MeTpa. OH ObUT OJIET B BOEH-
HBIIA OPOHEKOCTIOM 1 OOBEIIIaH OPYKHUEM C TOJIOBBI IOHOT. [{TnH-
HbIE BOJIOCHI MYKUMHBI ObUTH 3aBSI3aHBI Ha 3aTBUIKE B XBOCTHK,
YTO HE OUYEHb COYETAIOCH C BUJIOM IPO3HOTO BOSIKHU.

— MokHO, — mpodacu My x4urHa. — TOJIBKO OpyKue MHe ClIaii-
Te, Ha 0OpaTHOM MyTH BEpHY Bce 10 mocieanero marpona. C
9TUM y Hac MOPSJIOK, TAK YTO MOXETE HE BOJTHOBATHCA.

JUTMHHOBOJIOCHIM TOBOPHJI CLIOKOMHO, HO B TO %€ BpeMsl Kak-
TO CTPaHHO. ByTO 3HAJI TO, Yero He 3HaJIM OCTaJibHbIE. 1 3TO Ha-
CTOpaxuBasIO. TeM He MEHEe TOCTH OTIAIM €My CBOM aBTOMATBI
BMECTE C MAPOYKOW CTapbIX MPOBEPEHHBIX BPEMEHEM IHUCTOJIE-
ToB. Hou octaBuiu nipu ceGe — 3HaJIM, YTO B HETIPEIBUICHHOM
CUTYyallu¥ OHU MOT'YT CTaTh MOCJIEAHEN HAJIEKA0M Ha CIIaCEHUeE.

— Mens BopoHOM 30ByT, — IPeACTAaBUJICA MYKYMHA.

— Ara, — paBHOAYIIHO oTBeTHIIAa CuMKa. — Beau yxe. Mel crie-
HIMM.

BopoH HepBHO B3/10XHYJ1, HO TpoMosdai. OH pa3BepHYJICA U
noresn K (pepme, MaxHyB CTaJIKEpaM PyKOH, YTOOBI T CIIEIOBAIIH
32 HUM.

Punepy nokasanoch CTpaHHBIM, YTO OXPAaHHMK CJIMILIKOM Yk
HEYBEPEHHO IMPOBOAWJ MX 4Yepe3 MUHHOe mojie. MyxuuHa TO
Y JIEJI0O OCTAHABJIMBAJICA, AOJITO JyMaJ, NIEpes TeM KaK CAEsaTh



ouepeHo 1mar. C ropem norosamM OH Bce-Taku rpuses ux k Ho-
pe B LIEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH, HO 3TO 3aHSUJIO KyJa OOJIbIle Bpe-
MeHHU, YeM 0ObIYHO. «Heyxenn Ha oXpaHy MOCTaBUIIA KOTO-TO U3
HOBEHbKUX ? — 03ajaueHHo nogymain Punep. — Panbiie nogo6Ho-
ro 3a YepBem He HAOMIONATIOCH».

% %k %k

— Knure 31ech, — ckazan BopoH, ycaauB rocrem 3a CToi y
3apEIIEYEeHHOrO OKHa.

[Tomerenre, B KOTOpOe MyK4MHA IIPUBEJI CTAJIKEPOB, CITyKHU-
JI0 YeM-TO BPOJE CTOJIOBOM. 31ech ObUTH U TPH JUIMHHBIX CTOJA,
Y CKaMEWKH, KOTOPbIEC BBIIVIAJEIN TaK HEHAJEKHO, YTO HA HUX
HE XOTEJIOCh CaUThCA.

Koraa JlmHoBosockli yiien, CuMKa ycTaBUIach B OOJIbIIOE
OKkHO. CHapyXu He MPOUCXOANJIO HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO, IIPOCTO
el Hy’)KHO OBUIO OTBJIEUbCSI OT THETYIIMX MBICIIEH.

Pupepy 6bu10 He 1o cebe. Ha myime y Hero craiao TpeBOX-
HO, XOTsI HU4ero Bpoje Obl He npeaserano 6eapl. Ctaikep yxe
HEOJHOKPATHO ObUI B 3TOM MecTe. UepBb He OTKa3bIBaJl B HOU-
JIeTe CJIy4aruHbIM ITyTHUKAM, YTO HYKJAJIMCh B KPBILLIE HaJ, I'OJIO-
BOI1 M 3alUTe OT MyTaHTOB. [la u Opaj oH 3a 3TO He TaK JOPOro,
KaK OCTaJIbHbIE.

Kpome Cumku ¢ Punepom B momMenieHur HUKOTro He ObUIO, 1
39TO TOKe HacTopaxkuBajo. CTalkep MOMHWUI, YTO 3/1€Ch OOBIYHO
HE TIPOTOJIKHYThCSI ObLTIO, TeM OoJiee Mo Beuep, a OCOOEHHO —



niepes Beruieckom. «MoxkeT, 4TO-TO CIIyYrioch ?»

Cumka, cama TOro He 3aMeydasi, Hadajla HEPBHO ITOCTYKMBATh
KOCTSIILIKAMH TAJIbLEB I10 CTOTy. BHE3aIHO B ee 11osie 3peHus mo-
naJjia rpynmnka moaeid. OHU KOro-To Besiu, rpyoo ToJIKasi B CIH-
HY. DTO O4Y€Hb 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO AEBYILIKY, HO pa3msieTh, KOrO
MMEHHO BEJIH CTAIKEPHI, OBLIO MPOOIEMaTHIHO.

— W nonro Ham eme karb? — cierka pa3gpaxeHHO ITOMHTe-
pecoBaiics Punep.

CumKa TOJIBKO OBUIO cOOpaach OTKPHITH POT, UYTOOBI OTBE-
TUTH OpaTy, Kak U3-3a ee CIIUHBI pa3aalics TUXUN X PUILIOBATHIN
ToJIOC.

— Yero xorenn?

Oto 6bu1 YepBb. [leByIlKa OrisHyjIach U BCTPETUIACh C HUM
B3[JISAJIOM.

XozsuH depmbl oxxuaan oreera. Jlpicas ronoBa Yepss One-
cTesa OT I0Ta, a IJ1a3a FPO3HO CBEPJIAJIM HE3BAHbIX TOCTEM.

— Ham HOuner HyxeH. Beruieck nepexaars.

— Tak ocraBaiitech, 9T0 He mpodnema. Hakopmum 3a cuer 3a-
BeJleHus. D10 Bce?

«3a cuer 3aBesieHUA? — yauBiIeHHO nogymain Punep. — MHre-
pecHo, a He 3ab6osen i Yepsb?»

— Iloka 4ro — 1a.

— Iloka? — nepecrpocui X0351H.

— Hla, — orBetnia Cumka. OHa He XoTeJia cpa3y ke HaloMu-
HaTh 0 jioire niepea Jlrncom, BUisl, B KAKOM HACTPOEHUU TTPEObI-
BaJI 3TOT 4yenoBeK. OHa 4yBCTBOBaIA, YTO JIydlle OyaeT mojo-



KJaTh O 3aBTpa, KOrJa OH YCIIOKOUTCS U CTAHET MsArYe.
— Hy nagHo, — Hudero He monumasi, mpooyxren Yepso. — Eciin
qTo, obparaiteck. 51 ceituac k Bam Poxutio mpuiiumo, oH KOMHa-
ThI [IOKAXET.
— Xopo1o, — B ouH royioc oreetwiii Cumka u Puzep.



I'maBa 2

Kpowme crapoii JepeBsaHHOI KPOBAaTH U MaJICHbKOIO CTOJIMKA,
B KOMHaTe He ObUIO aOCOMIOTHO HUYero. ['osbie CTeHbl HArOHSUIN
TOCKY, HO cefiuac CKyJIHOCTh OOCTaHOBKH MTOMEIIIEHHSI BOJTHOBA-
70 CuMKy MeHbitie Beero. [locrie Tskenoro IHsI BCe MBIIIIIIH ee
6osenu, a TeJo HyKAaJIoch B oTAbixe. leByIiKa 3aBaauiach Ha
KPOBAaTh U TIOMBITAJIACH pacciaduThesi. TOBKO BOT MBICITH O TOM,
yt0o B HOope 4To-TO He Tak HUMKAK He JaBajid MOKOSI.

OpexJia yxe MpakTUIeCKH BBICOXJIA, TOITOMY CHUMATh ee He
OBbUIO HUKAKON HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

Tsaxko B310XHYB, CMMKa HEXOTS NOAHSJIACH U Toluia K Pu-
Jepy, KOTOPbIA HAXOAWJICS B TOYHO TaKOM ke KOMHATYIIKE IO
coce/ICTBY. Pe3ko oTBOpUB JBEpS, JIEBYIIIKA BOIILIa K Opary.

— Di, THl 4Yero, iynasa?! A BAPYT s 3/ech Tojblid! — 3aopa
CTaJIKep.

CuMKa MpOUrHOPUPOBAJIA €T0 BO3MYIIIEHUSI.

Kornma ona Bonuia, Pungep Obut 3aHAT CBOUM JIIOOMMBIM [ie-
JIOM — uTeHueM. [leByIika npucesia Ha Kpaid KpoBaTH, U CTaJIKe-
Py IPUIIIIOCHh OTJIOKUTD UyTh JIM HE A0 JbIP 3aTACKAHHYIO KHUTY.
«W 171e oH ee TonbKO pa3nodsuI?» — nogymana Cumka.

— YT0-TO MHTEpecHOe? — MOMHTepecoBasach OHa.

Punep nokazan o0N0OKKYy.

— «YouTtp nepecmeninuka»? 1 kak tede?

— YectHo? 3ameuarenbHas UCTOpUsS. MoOKeIllb MOYATATh Ha



nocyre. TombKo BOT auib, 4TO OOJIbITIAs YaCTh CTPAHUII BhIPBAHA
KaKMMH-TO U3BEPraMu.

— Ila Her, ciacu0o0, — orMaxHysach Cumka. — ThI ke 3Haelb,
s He 000 yntath. MHe Oosbliie (puibMbl HpaBsitcsl. TONBKO
BOT [JIe UX IOCMOTPUIIb B 30HE. ..

Pupep nodecan mogOOpoaoK, 3apOCIInil KECTKOW METHHOM.

— Twt mpocTo modonTaTh 3anuia? VM 4To-T10 CITyduioch?

Ha cexynny Cumka 3agymanack. Berana, nogoiuia K OKHY U
nocmoTpena BHU3. Hactynuia Houb, HO HeOO ObLIIO HEe YePHBIM,
Kak OOBIYHO B TEMHOE BPEMSI CYTOK, a (PMOJIETOBBIM — C MAHYThI
Ha MUHYTY JIOJOKEH ObLT Hauathesl Bemeck. U rope tomy, Ko-
My He MOCYaCTIIMBUJIOCh OKa3aThCsl Ha yiuie 6e3 Kakoro-amoo
YKPBITHSI B MOMEHT OyHCTBa aHOMaJIbHOM SHepruu. Toro, KTo He
yCIieJT OTHICKaTh KaKyl-HUOYIb MyCTh JaXe CaMylo MapIiuBylO
Hopy, Bereck MomeHTanbHO youBas. BeiBopaunBan Han3HaH-
Ky, pa3pblBaJl HA THICSYM MEIbYAUIIMX KYCKOB. DTO B JIyYILEM
cinyvae. lHorma yenoBek, MOMABIIMKA B TAKOM SHEPreTUYeCKUi
yparaH, TOIPOCTY TepsUl pa3yM, CTAaHOBWJICS OE3IyITHON KyK-
Joi. OT ogHOM MBICTH 00 3TOM CHMKE CTaJI0 HEMHOTO He T10 Ce-
oe.

— Hecnokoiino mae. Korpa Ml s aanu Yepss, 51 3ameTuia Koe-
YTO CTPAHHOE.

— Tsl 0 TOM, uTO Ha (pepme HUKOTO He ObUT0? Hy, MOKeT, 3TO-
My €CTh Kakoe-HHOY/b JIOrn4eckoe 0ObsICHEHHE.

— Ha... n Her. Korma s cMoTpena B OKHO, TO yBHUJIENA, Kak
moau Yepss KOHBOMPOBAJIM KAKOTO-TO cTajikepa. MHe Kaxercs,



s y’Ke TJe-TO BHJesia Toro Oeonary.
— Hy u uyro? Mano nu B 30He Hapoay? MoxeT, u nepeceka-
JIMCh Korna-HuOyab. Yto ¢ Toro?
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