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B cTapoii mbuTbHOM KOpOOKE, CTOSBINEH O] JIECCTHULICH THICS-
gy JIeT, KW THOMHK. OH ObLT COBCEM MaJIbliil. XOTsl, OTKyJa HaM
3HATh KaKUM JOJKEH OBbITh B3pOCIbiid THOM? Tak BOT, OHAKIbI
OH IPOCTO MPOCHYJICS 371ECh, B 9TON KOPOOKE, Cpe/ii pa3HOLBET-
HBIX JIEHT U nyroBuil. OH cam He 3HaJl, KaK MOsIBUJICS Ha CBET
U [0YeMy UMEHHO 3Jiech. VM Hamo ckaszarh, ObUT 3TUM CTPAIITHO
HeJOBOJIeH. [IeiCTBUTENTBHO, TTIOYeMy He B KaKOW — HUOY/b BOJI-
11eOHOI cTpaHe uin ckaske? A 31eck. B 3ToM coBpemMeHHO 00y-
CTPOEHHOM JIOME, IIPUHAIEKaBIIIeM MOJI010i cembe. CeMbs 3Ta
ObLIa HEBEPOSTHO JIpyxkHasi U Becenasa. OHa U3 TeX ceMei, B
KOTOPBIX HE YCJIBIIIUIIb CIOPOB U KPUKOB. B 3T0i1 cembe ObLI
MaJIeHbKMI peOeHOK, KOTOPOTro HEXHO JIOOWIN €ro poIUTeNH.
Kazanoch Obl, )KUTb B TAKOW CEMbE OTHO YAOBOIbCTBHE, HO TOJIb-
KO €CJIM Thl He THOM. A BOT €CJIi Thl — THOM, TeM OoJiee, COBCeM
IOHBIF THOM, TO TeOe CTpAITHO U OJWHOKO, a ellle OOMIHO U CO-
BEPIIEHHO HEMOHSATHO — 3a4eM Thl 37iech? Beib HUKTO He mpo-
BOJIWJT MHCTPYKTaX W He OOBACHS, KaK J0JDKeH ceOs1 BECTH Ha-
CTOSIIIIUI THOM, KaKHe y HEero mpaBa v 00sS3aHHOCTH. . .

HaBepHoe, KakOi-TO MyIpBIfi CKa304HBIA BOJIIIEOHUK UTO —



TO TMEperyTaa U OTIPaBWJI €ro COBCEM He Tyaa. A eciu Tyaa,
TO COBCEM HEMOHSTHO — 3a4eM? «OH 00s13aTeIbHO OOHAPYKUT
CBOIO ONIMOKY, U BCE UCHPABUT» — Tak AyMaua [leMuk, cHOBa
TIPOCHYBIIIKChH B CBOel KOpoOke. AX 1a, THOMHKA 3Bain [leMuK.
Otkyna oH 3HaJI cBoe UM’ — cripocure Bbl. OH cam €ro BbIAY-
MaJl, Ha CIy4au, €Clid MPUAETCs MPEICTaBUTHCS, HO CIIydad Ta-
KOM TOKa He MOJIBEPHYJICS.

Kpome cTpaHHBIX OrpOMHBIX JIIOJEN B JOME KWJIM €llle J1Ba
CYIIECTBA — BBICOKOMEPHAsl KOIIKAa ACsl U YPE3MEPHO BECEJIbIi
nec Puk. Kommky rHomMuk m3berai, Tak Kak KYTKO ee OOsIcs.
OHa Bcerna ObljIa YeM-TO HEJIOBOJIBHA M OUEHb 3J1a. 3aUeM JIIOIu
ee JiepKaJid, J1a elle Y BBITIOJHSIM BCE €€ MPUXOTU — HETIOHST-
HO. A BOT IeC ObLT CIIMIITIKOM JIpyXemoOeH. OaHax 1l OH CHITBHO
TKHYJI THOMUKA CBOMM MOKPBIM HOCOM, MPHXKAJl €0 K CTEHE U
Hayaa oOnmu3biBaTh. OnryiieHus OblTM oMep3uTebHbIMU. U Te-
nieps Jlemuk nzberan u rca Toxe.

Kaxmoe yTpo rHOMUK MpOXOJMI MUMO CHSIIEN KOIITKH, IPO-
Oupaicst BIOJb IUTMHTYCA HA KYXHIO M UCKAJT YTO — HUOY/Ib CJia-
nenbkoe. Hayio cka3atp, 3a/1aua 3ta Obl1a He U3 Jierkux. Bo-miep-
BBIX, XO3slKa JoMa OblIa Ha KaKOW-TO «JHeTe», HaBepHoe, 00-
Jie3Hb Takas. M moatomy ciiaiocty B JoMe ObLIH O[] 3aITPETOM.
Bo-BTOpBIX, XO34MH U €r0 ChIH JOTOBOPWIUCH CKJIAABIBATh Clla-
JIOCTH 3a IIBETOYHBIH TOPIIIOK, & 3HAYMT, IJTaBHOE OBLIO J00paTh-
cs1 10 HUX nepBbIM. YTO nosyyasnock y JleMuka 10BOJIbHO 4acTo
Y OUeHb paccTpamBajo pedeHka. A CMellTHee BCero sl THOMHUKA
OBLJI0, CH/ISI 32 XOJIOAMIBHUKOM U IIypIiia KOH(ETHON 0OEPTKOM,



CIIyIIaTh, KaK MaJIbIIIl HEJIOBOJILHO BBIIACT:

— Hy BoT... Mama onsATh Bce Haim KOH(eTH! cbeda. .. Kakas
e 3TO JueTa’? — MaJIbIlll BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha OTIIA.

Ha uTo oTel1 uiib CHUCXOAUTENIBHO YABIOAJICS, U HUKTO B JIO-
Me 3Ty TeMy He 00CYykXIal. A THOMUK TUXOHBKO XUXUKAJI, ITyp-
111a KOH(ETHON 0OEPTKOM.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM MPENATCTBHEM Ha MyTH Ha KYXHIO ObLIa 3Ta
rHycHas Komka. Kazanock, oHa cuutania cedst He MIOTIaHICKON
KOIIIKOH, a , KAK MUHUMYM, IIOTJIAH/ACKON KoposeBor. MHaue ¢
4Yero OHa BO3OMHUJIA, YTO OHA 3/1eCh I1aBHas? ' Homuk crapancs
HE MOMNaJaThCs €M Ha I71a3a, TaK Kak KaX[Ibpld pa3 Mpu BCTpeue
OHa MCTOIHO IITKIIeSIa, a OgHAX B! JaKe TbITaach ero MoMMarh.
OmHako, BCs ceMbs ee MPOCTo 00okasa. Acs Obljla OYeHb MHTEIT-
JIMTEHTHOU M AOMAIIHEN KOIIKOM, HO HE THYHIAJIACh U IIPOCTHI-
MU KOIIaubMMU pagiocTsiMU. OHa C JIETKOCTBIO MOIJIa NOMMATh
BOpOObsI Ha JIETY, WJIM MBIIIKY, PUCKHYBIIYIO BOUTA B ACHHBI
BJIaficHU 1. YaCTEHbKO JOCTABAJIOCh CTPEKO3aM U slepuliam. A B
JIETHUY TIEPUOJL B IPUXOKEN MOKHO OBUIO YBUIETH COPOIICHHBIN
XBOCT SIIUEPULIBI WM Yero Moxysxke... [ HoMuKa Bce 3T0, KOHeu-
HO, o4yeHb myrajo. [Iyrano Tak, 4To 1o crvHe 6exajii OorpoMHee
MYpAIK{ ¥ HOTM CAaMH HECJI THOMHKA B €r0 KOPOOKY.

2

3a OKHOM CTOSII SICHBI MAaUCKUU A€Hb. 3BOHKO I1€JIM IITHIIBI,
Y BCIOJly Pa3HOCWICS CJIaJIKUi apoMaT cupeHu. ' HoMUK ¢ camo-
0 yTpa paccMaTpUBAJI CBOIO HAXOZIKY. DTO ObUIA KaKasi-TO KPyT-
Jlasi IITYKOBMHA C HAAMKUCHIO U OCTPBIMUA KPACHBIMH BBICTYTIAMH.



Panbliie Takas Bemyia cCoBceM Obl HE 3aMHTEpPecOoBaJIa THOMHU-
Ka, HO CeromHs Bce OblIo MHave. Haren oH ee mo AMBaHOM U
XOTeJ MPOWTH MUMO, KaK BIPYT OLTYTHJI HETIPEOAOIMMOE KeJa-
HUeE ee B35Th. DTO ObLJIO JjaKe He kelaHue, a PSIMO HaBaKIeHe
kakoe-1o. OH OyKBaJIbHO HE CMOT MPOUTH MUMO. Pyuku ero de-
CaJINCh, B HOCY 3YIEJIO U HECTEPIUMO ropenu yimku. [losromy
MPUIILIOCh KaTUTh 3TY IITYKOBUHY K CBOEH KOPOOKE M TaM pac-
CMaTpUBaTh.
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