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Co3aHo B MHTEJUIEKTYaJIbHOM M3JaTesIbckou cucteMe Ridero

Breith MmoxeT, Ethan Harris He moragsiBajics, 4to cyapOa rmpu-
TOTOBUT €MY Yepe3 HEeCKOJbKO JHel. Bripouem, Bce Mbl HE MO-
K€M 3HaTh O CBOeM OyJIyIieM, HO MHOT/Ia B TOM CyMacIIIe/IeM,
MIPEKPACHOM M B TO K€ BpeMsI HeTIpeICKa3yeMOM MHUPe TaKOe TO-
Ke CITydaeTcs. ..

A ceromHs ObUIO Yy/IeCHOE COIHEUHOE HIOHbCKOe yTpo. Ethan
CTOSIT BO JBOPE CBOETO HOBOTO, HEAABHO KYIUIEHHOTO 3aropoj-
HOTO JIOMa Ha TIOKPHITOM COYHOM TpaBOM Jyxanke. Mosoaon
MYKUMHA, HE CKPBIBasl CBOETO CYACThsI, KOTOPBIM TOTOB OBLIT TTO-



JEJIUTBCS C LIEBIM MUPOM, HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpEN Ha JIIOOUMYIO
nouky Polly — neBouKy JieT OMHHA/IATH, TOHEHBKYIO, C OBAJThb-
HBIM MUJIOBUJIHBIM JIUIIOM, C ITyIIUCTBIMH CBETJIBIMUA BOJIOCA-
mu. Ee jxuBble TEMHBIE I71a3a C TYCTBIMU JIJTMHHBIMU PECHUIIAMU
CMOTpEJIM BHUMATEJIBHO, C 3aCTEHYUBBIM JTIOOOTIHITCTBOM.

B cBeToBOM MoOTOKE HEOECHOTO TMCKA MeJTbKHYIa Oabouka. Ee
OapxaTHbIEe KPbLJIbsl TPEMeTa N, TOOJECKUBasi MO30JI0TON KpaeB.
Jlerkuil Betepok mpobexan 1o Tpase, MOAXBATUI U MOIKUHYI
BBEPX 3TOT JKMBOW KOMOUEK, 3aKPYKUB €ro B «BEHCKOM BaJlb-
ce». Bapyr 6aboyka Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aBHUCJIa U MEJICHHO, BOJI-
HOOOPA3HO CTajia OIYCKAThCS B IPOTSHYTHIE JTAOIIKH JICBOUKH.
OrmytuB onopy, 6adouka cena. Ee Kpblibsi paciaxHy/IUCh U SIBU-
JI1 CBOM MPUYYUIUBbINA y30p.

— Cmortpu! OHa cena Ha Mo pyuky! — mpokpudaia Polly.

JleBOUKa OCTOPOKHO MOJHECA JIAJIONIK! K JIAILY U, Pa3riis-
IbiBasi 6ab0UKy C BUIOM 3HATOKA, MbITANACH pa3rajiaTh ee HaTy-
py. Jlerkue mpuKOCHOBEHUSI JIAMOK HACEKOMOTO IEKOTAJH, KaK
NTUYBE TIEPHIIIIKO.

babouka c0BHO cama M3ydania JeBouky. [lo-Bugumomy, ee
yCTpaMBajio BCE: W IIBETOYHBIN 3arax, U BJIaXKHOE TEIUIO JIafio-
IIKH, KOTOPYIO OHA OyATO OBI IIEJIOBAJIA, €/1Ba KacasiCh XOOOTKOM.

Polly ObicTpo oTpearrpoBaia, OKPyIJiuB TOHKUE TYOKU U TU-
XOHEYKO MOyB Ha 06a00uKy. Ta «mpucena», Kak B IITyOOKOM pe-
BEpaHce, 1 ee KPbUbsl CJIerka 3alleBesINCh, OyATO B 3HaK OMa-
TOJAPHOCTU CBOEU 3pUTENIbHHUIIE.

— Kakas xe oHa kpacuBasi! — mpo3Byyan MeJOINYHBIM TOJIO-



COK JIEBOUKH.

Bbabouka rcnyraiack, HEXOTS BCOPXHYJIA M, TOMAaXHUBast KPbl-
JIbSIMU, OTIIPABUJIACh B OUYEPEJHOE MyTEIIECTBUE, BHI3BAB HOBOE
BOCKJIMIIAHUE:

— OHa npekpacHa!

JleBouka HaO/I0aIIa 3a MOJIETOM 0a00UKH, ITIOKA Ta HE UCYe3-
J1a, BBITIOJTHYB HA MPOIaHbe U3SAIIHBIA upyaT. Polly B3goxHyna,
MIPUTIOJHSJIA CBOU XY/AEHBKHUE IJIEYMKHU U C JIETKOU TPYCThIO TO-
Maxauia el Bciesl. Ho yke yepes cekyHy oHa moOeskana K OTILy.

Ethan cnerka BonHoBasicsa. Cepple €ro 3aMupasno, MoTomMy
YTO OH OO0SUICA HAPYIIUTh 3TO MTHOBEHHE U CIYTHYTh PajoCThb
JOYKH OT TOTO, YTO €M TaK XOPOILIO B 3TOM MHUPE.

«Jla, MOM aHTeJIOK, — mpoIenTai oH. — babouka Tak xe Tpo-
raTejibHa, KaK ThI!»

W aninnuio HapyIuso ryxoe pelyanve op4apku Archie. 9tor
OIPOMHBIN KOOeNb CTOSUT PsijioM, MOMkaB Jyary. boka cobaku
YyTh APOXKAJIU, YIIU CTOSsLIM TOpUYKOM. [loBeieH1e rca He oHpa-
Buiock Ethan.

— DU, NpUATENb, Thl YETO? — YIMBJIEHHO IIPOPOHUJI OH.

Archie nogHsan Mmopay U TockyMBo 3ackyawi. Ethan norepe-
Ou rica 3a ymamu. Yto Morsio Hactopoxuth Archie?

— ®y! Cugers! — KOMaH/Iy XO35IMHA STOT XOPOIIIO O0YYESHHBIN
T1ieC BBITIOJIHUIT O€CIIPEKOCIIOBHO.

VYMHas cobaka B3/I0XHYJIa, IEYaIbHO IJIs/Is1 Ha XO3MHA KeJl-
THIMM TJ1a3aMHU M CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY TO Ha OfIMH OOK, TO Ha Jpy-
ror. OHa TKHYJIACh HOCOM B €0 JIaJIOHb, BCEM CBOMM BUIOM IIO-



KasbiBasi: «OX, Opyr, 4TO-TO HEJOOpoe uylo 3aech». Ho xo3smH
OBLJT CJIMIITKOM TIOTJIOIIEH CBOEIO JIIDOOBBIO K JIOUKE 1 He 00paTHI
BHUMAaHUsI HA PEAKINI0 COOAKH.

Ethan norpenan Archie no 3arpuBky, ycrokanBas:

— Xoporiio, XopoIto, MaJiburk. He 6ofics, uau 10Mon.

[Mec moOpesn mpoyk, MOCKYIMBAS U EPUOAMUYECKH 000pavrBa-
SICb Ha XO35IMHA, KOTOPBIT MIPOBOKAJT €r0 HETTOHUMAIOITUM B3IJIsI-
nom. B nymy 3akpanachk TpeBora. Xots ¢ uero 6u1? Benp Bee 3a-
MeuaTeIbHO — Y HEro eCTh CeMbsl, JIOM, HACTYIWJIU JIETO U JI0NT-
TOXJJAHHBIN OTITYCK.

C3aau NOCBIIIAUCH IIary JKEeHBI.

— 51 ouenb paj... — Hayas ObLJIO OH, HO JIOJTHMI TOLENyH ee
MSATKHX T'y0 TIpepBajl ero Ha MOIyCIIoBe.

Kena cripocuna:

— Hy, uto0 TBI 00 3TOM JyMaern?

— Ecnu o monienye, To manioBaro, — ynbiOHysicst Ethan. — J[Io6po
noxa’snoarh 1oMoi, muccuc Megan Harris!

OnHu nonum K J0My, JepKach 3a PyKU U He NMOJ03peBasi, uTo
KaXx/as MUHYTa IpUOIMKaia UX K pa30yapoBaHUsM U Oejiam.

Boauie nBepeii ux Becrpeuana Polly. HecmoTpst Ha Teruioe yTpo,
OHA MOYEMY-TO 350KO OOHMMAaa ceOs1 pyKaMu.

k sk ok

Megan, nepxa B pyke OOJIbIIYIO YaIlIKy ¢ Koge, Bollia B Ipo-
CTOPHBII 3aJ1. Tam ObUIO TETJIO U YIOTHO.



7KenmuyHa Beirysiena ropa3go MoOJIOKe CBOMX TPULIATH Iie-
cru ner. [Ipuponma omapuna ee cTpoWHOU (puUrypoid, OOJbIIN-
MU BBIPA3UTEbHBIMU TEMHO-CEPHIMU IJIa3aMH, KPACUBO OuYep-
YEHHBIM MaJIEHbKUM PTOM, COYHBIMU I'yOaMu U OeJIOCHEKHOU
yIBIOKOU. [[TMHHBIE TycThie BOJIOCH HUCTIAAH HA IIEI0, TJIeYH
u criuHy. COXpaHEeHHMI0 MOJIOKaBOCTH Megan crocoOCTBOBAIH
€e YeCTHOCTb U mpsAMoTa. Kak 0ObIYHO, Oflek/1a XO3HKM JoMa
U B TOT JieHb Oblla ynoOHa U MpocTa: cepast jerkas KogpTouka,
YepHbIe, TVIOTHO OOTATUBAIONINE PKUHCHI M OeJible KPOCCOBKHU.

Crapasich He IIyMeTh, OHa TOJOILTA K OOJIBIIOMY KPYIJIOMY
crony. Ha Hem Etha u Polly packnagpsiBanu Beiy, KOTOpbIE J0O-
CTaBaJIM U3 KAPTOHHBIX KOPOOOK.

— Ilomoub? — cipocuiia OHa MyXka, POTATUBASA EMY YalIKY.

— Cnacu6o, cripaBrisieMcsi, — IPUHAMAs TOPSIUN HAMMUTOK,
¢ ynsiOokon otBetu Ethan.

Megan nipucena HarnpoTuB. [IJIMHHBIE JIOKOHBI TO U JIEJIO CIa-
JJaJIA Ha JIULIO, M OHA TOIPABJIsIa UX IPUBBIYHBIM TBUKEHUEM.
Ha ee miekax urpan Jerkum pymsiHel, I71a3a CBETWINCh, B HUX
MOXHO OBLTO PpOUYMTaTh: «Kak 51 pajia, YTo OHU TaK CUACTIIUBBI!»

Ho B rimyOuHe nymim yske nocenunach HeoObsiCHUMasi TPEBOra,
KOTOpasi 3aCTaBJIsijIa TO BO3BPAILIAThCS B MPOIUIOE, TO MBITATHCS
3arIsTHYTh B OyjayIiee.

...Ilepen moanmucanueM TOKyMeHTa Ha ypouepenue Polly ona
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO, CKOPEE BCETO, OHU C MYKEM CENYac COBEP-
MIAI0T OOJIBIIYIO OIIHOKY.

Ee He mokuaaso olyleHre, 4YTo 3T0 HEMPaBUIbHO, 3TO HE ee



BeIOOD. Eii Ka3zanock, 4to Kaxaast OykBa JIOKyMeHTa TauT B cebe
YTO-TO HEXOpOIllee, YTO Pa3pyILIUT UX Ku3Hb. U pyka 3ampoxa-
Jla HaJl MEeCTOM, TJie HaJo ObLIO MOCTaBUThH NMoAnuck. Ho B yiax
crosi1 ymosnstoiui rosioc Ethan:

— DTO BaXHO 711 MeHs1. Thl, HABEpHOE, Jaxke HE MPEICTaBIs-
eIlTb HACKOJIBKO.

O, lNocnou! Kenanvie umeth cBoero pedeHKa Jisi HUX Obl-
JIO HACTOJIKO CHJIbHBIM, YTO BCE OCTaJIbHOE HEe MMEJIO HUKAKOTO
3HadyeHus. OHa 00 3TOM MeuTaja Tak ke, Kak 1 Ethan.

Megan nBaxabl ObUla OepeMeHHa, HO HEeyJauHO: ObUTH BbI-
ke, OHa MOHUMAJIA, YTO €CJIM U B TPETHM pa3 4To — TO
MOJIOOHOE CITYYMTCS, OHa HaBCerJa TMoTepsieT He TOJMBKO ceds,
Ho u Ethan.

CepbiMu OyIHSAMU TSHYJIOCH BpeMsl, BBIKPYUYHBAsI AyIITYy, XOTSI
OHU MPUHUMAJIM BCE KaK €CTh U JeJIaJId BUJl, YTO HUYETO He MPOo-
ucxXoauT. B To ke Bpems B UX OTHOIICHUSX HApACTaJIO HaMpsiKe-
HHe, KOTOpOe PaHO WJIM TIO3[IHO MpUBEJIO Obl K MOMEHTY, KOT/ia
HE OCTaHEeTCsI CHJI KOHTPOJMPOBATH ceOsl.

OHa ¢ y’xacom BCIIOMUHAJIA, KaK TSKeJI0 MEPEHOCUJ 3TH TIoTe-
pu Ethan. Ero pa3apaxurtensHOCTh TIO BCAKUM ITyCTSIKaM Hapac-
Tajia ¢ TaKOW OBICTPOTOM, YTO HE/IeNs 3 HelleNiel TAHYJIUCh, Kak
OJIMH KOIIMAapHBIA cOH. MyX cTaHOBUJICS Oe3pa3InIHbIM K TO-
MY, YTO JIJIs1 HETO paHbIiie ObUIO BaKHBIM. 3aTEM HACTYIAJ TIepH-
O] 3aTHIIIbsI, U CYIIPYT Kak OyJATO KyJa-To rcde3an. A moToM Ha-
yrHAT 6ecpoOyTHO MbSIHCTBOBATh. JTa 3aBUCMMOCTh HaJ/IeBasia
MacKy 3Bepsi Ha ero OJie/IHOe, OCYHYBITIeecs JIMIO W HaKJIabIBa-



JIa TIeYaTh HEHABUCTH Ha BCe — CJIOBA, JIBMKEeHMs, skecThl. Ethan,
UTHOPHPYSI BCE HPABCTBEHHBIE Oaphephl, COBEPINAI, CKAKEM TaK,
HEXOpOIIINe MOCTYNKH, U, Ka3aJoCh, )KU3Hb HAUMHAJIA yracaTb,
a KaXIbll HOBBIM JIEHb BOCTIPUHUMAJICS KaK HaKa3aHUE 3a IPEeXU.

Megan ocraBanach co cBoeil Oonbio oguH Ha onuH. Ho ona
BCer/la HaXo/miIa B cebe CUIIBI BHITSIHYTh CYINpyra U3 T0Oro 00-
JIOTA.

O, Boxe, Benb oHa ero Tak Jioouia!

Ee mymieBHbIe CHJIBI, KOTOPbIE, Ka3aJ0Ch Obl, ObLIM TOJHO-
CTBIO U3PACXOJJ0BAHBI, TOHEMHOT'Y BOCCTaHABIMBAJIMCH. Kak cBeT
B KOHIIE TOHHEJIs, MOSIBUJIACh Me4Ta, KOTOPYID MOXHO OBLIO
MPEJICTABUTD B BUJIE SIPKOTO U TEIUIOro MTHHINKA. OHAa MaHWIIA,
IPOOMBAsICh CKBO3b XOJIOMHYIO TIeJIEHY TOPEYH.

B ToT nens, korga onu Briepsbie yBuenu Polly, npimanock Tak
JIETKO ¥ BOJIBHO, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, XXU3Hb MPUOOpEIIa HOBBIE SIPKUE
KPACKH, BBIYEPKHYB CEepbl€ TOHA.

DTa JeBOYKa, KOTOPYID COIMPOBOXKJajga JOBOJBHO IOJHAS
JKEHIIMHA — BOCIIUTATEIbHUIIA IETCKOTO JI0Ma, C IIEPBOTrO B3IJIsI-
Jla TIoKa3ajaach eMy TeM CaMbIM CYaCcTheM, KOTOPOe MPUXOAUIIO
K HeMy BO cHax. bpocuBimcs k cynpyram, Polly cxBaTtuia 3a py-
ku Ethan u nmpomenTana: «Tel — Mot manouka!» Ethan Tak xe
THUXO OTBETUJI: «Jla, MOI aHTe/IOK !»

Megan 3arakania. Bripouewm, cie3bl Ha rjia3ax HaBEpHYJIUCH
y BCEX MPUCYTCTBOBABIIIMX: JOOpBIE JIIOAW, HABEPHOE, OlapEHBI
CBBIIIIE TOOPBIMU YyBCTBAMH.

A 1oTOM OBUTO TOMUTEJTBHOE OXKU/IaHVE, TIOKA MU I0pUInde-



CKHe mpouenypsl o opopmiienuio ygouepenusi. Ethan nensivu
JHSIMU TIO HECKOJIBKO YacOB TOZPSI MOT OPOIUTH I0OMa M3 yIia
B yros. OH ObUI CJIOBHO OfIEPKUMBIIA — TO U JEJI0 B3MaXUBAJI Py-
KaMM, YIIM KpacHesH, rojoc Xpunes, Kak npu anruse. Houslo,
oOHMMasi Myka, Megan cibllliajia ero B3I0XU U KaK ero ryosl
npousHocu: «Mos Polly, mos neBouka!»

— Tcc... Bee xopolo, ycriokoucsi, MUJbii, — IIeNTana OHa,
BBITHPAJIa KarlIv [0Ta Ha ero JIMIe.

Korna Polly BriepBble nepectynuia nopor ux JoMa, BMECTO
okMJaeMoi pagoctu y Megan nosiBUIaCh MbIC/Ib, YTO OHU C MY-
’KeM OIHOINCh B 3TOM BbiOOpe. OHa He Moryia OOBbSCHUTD TIPU-
YHUHBI ITOTO MCUXOJIOTMUYECKOro JucKkoMpopTa HU cede, HU KO-
My-m00. Kak Oyaro ee )Ku3Hb pas3jienuiach Ha 0 U MOCe To-
asnenus Polly. Koneuno, ona pagosanack 3a Ethan: on apiman
JOYKOH, 1 efo. [Ipu kaxxaom ynoOHOM ciydae XBajIuil 3a JIio-
00i1, 1a)xe MaJICHbKUI yCriex U 3a TO, YTO Y Hee He MOTy4asloch.
PucoBasia 1 OHa HEOOBIYHBIE PUCYHKH, PACUECHIBANIA JIU TIBIII-
HbIE BOJIOCHI, MTpaJjia JIM B CBOM UIPBl — BCE KMBO OT3bIBAJIOChH
B HeM. Co3/1aBasioch BrieyaTieHue, OyATO B TIIyOWHE CBOMX JIyIII
OTeLl ¥ J0Yb CPOCJIUCh B €UHBIN KOPEHb.

Megan k Polly Takux uyBcTB He ucnbiThiBasia. Hao6opot, no-
SIBUJIOCh HEOOBSICHUMOE OIIyIIeHHe HACTOPOKEHHOCTH, TOIO-
3pUTEILHOCTU. Megan, KOHEYHO, TOXKeE K1Jla HaJIeKAaMu Ha JTyd-
11ee, HO BCTpeTiia co cTopoHbl Polly oTuykaeHHOCTh, caepxu-
BaIOIIY10 BOZMOKHOCTb MPOSIBJIEHM S B3aUMHBIX cuMmnatuil. Polly
He MCKasa oOIeHns ¢ Hel. XOTs B X OTHOIIEHHSIX He ObLIO SIB-



HBIX KOH()JIMKTOB, HO 3TH JIIOM HAIIOMMHAIM OJHOMMEHHO 3a-
PsIKEHHBIE TIOJTI0CA MarHUTA.

Megan noHuMasa: 4yTo clesiaHo, Ha3a/l He BO3BPATHUTD.

Bpems mino. Jla, Bpoge Obl BCe CKJIaIbIBAIOCh XOPOIIO —
KU3Hb 00pesia CMBIC, ¥ Bepa B Oyayiiee BepHyiack. Ho BomHe-
HHE TPOAOJIKAIO TPEBOXUTHL Megan, HaOMIONABIIYIO 32 MYyKeM
Y IPUEMHOM JI0YKOM.

— Ioiiny Ha yIuIly MOKYpPHUTh, — MPEPBAJT pa3MbIIIICHHUS CY-
npyru Ethan.

[MonienoBaB yoouk Polly, oH Beimien u3 koMHatel. JleBouka
ele HeKOTOpoe BpeMsl paccMaTpuBaja pa3jioKeHHbIe Ha CTONe
BeIIM, 3aTeM MocMOoTpeia Ha Megan. DTOT B3MIsA ObLT KaK UIJia
B cepaue. Polly Monmya ornpaBuiiack B CBOIO CHajibHIO, OCTaBUB
B TSITOCTHOM HeAOYMeHUM Megan, KOTopasi THXOHBKO MOTJIAXKU-
BaJjia JIEBYI0 CTOPOHY TPY/IH. . .

* sk ok

Ethan Bbien Ha KpbUIBIO, 3aKypHJI, TIIyOOKO 3aTsSHYJICA U,
BBIITYCTUB TOHKYIO CTPYIO JbIMa, HaOMIOAAs, Kak CH30e 00JIaKo
MeJIJIEHHO PacTBOPSIETCS B BO3[yXe.

CpenHero pocra, XyIOLLaBblii, HEMHOTO CYTYJIbIi, HO C BOJIe-
BBIM TOJ0OPOJIKOM 1 IMTPOHUIIATEIbHBIMU TJIA3aMU CEPOTo 1BETa,
Ethan k cBouM copoka TpeM rogam umel1 Xopouryio padoTy, rpe-
KPAaCHYIO XeHY 1, HaKOHell, 00peJ J0ArokJaHHOTro pedeHKa. Ts-
JKeJIble TOAbl CEMEWHOU KU3HU, KOTOPbIe TTPECIeIOBAIM CYIIpY-



OB, OH TIBITAJICS 3aKOMaTh B IIyOuHe namsatu. U ceituac, korja
Polly 6erana psgom, Ethan 6pu1 cuactme. Ho mocreneHHO oH
HavaJl TepSATh TyIIIEBHOE CIIOKOVICTBUE, HE BUIS TAKUX KE UYBCTB
y Cymnpyru. D10 pa3lipakeHue HaKaIUIMBAJIOCh U KIAJIO CBOETO
MOMEHTa, YTOOBI BBIILJIECHY ThCSI HAPYKY U OTPABUTH KEJTUbI0 BCE
BOKpYT. Yero ckpbiBaTh, OH M caM OOSIJICS] TAKUX MOMEHTOB.

OroHek curapeThl noOpasicsi 10 (UIbTpa W OOKEr MajbIlbl.
Ethan BbIpyrasicst 1 HarpaBUIICs: 0OPATHO.

ITOT JOM OHU KYIWJIM BCETO 3a Mapy Helesb 10 YIOUepeHUsI
Polly. Jlo 3TOr0 HECKOIBKO JIET KWIHA B LIEHTpe ropoaa. Mx Ho-
BOE JKWJIMIIE HAXOIMJIOCh B )KUBOIMCHOM MeCTe, B KOTOPOE OHH
Cpa3y BIIIOOWIIUCH, M IOCTATOUHO BBICOKAsI IIeHa MPUOOPETECHHUSI
He TIoKoJIeOasia CynpyroB B MpaBUJIBHOCTH BbIOOpa. Psgom pac-
KHUHYJIACh IOJIMHA, TTPOTeKasia peka. MoKHO ObLIO phIOauuTh, KY-
NaThCS WJIM MTPOCTO OT/ABIXaTh BO BHYTPEHHEM JIBOPHUKE, BIbIXasl
apoMar JIMCTBeHHOTO Jieca. K Tomy ke, 1oM He TpeOoBal peMOH-
Ta.

Tam OblTM [BE CHAJIbHU, JIBE BaHHBIE KOMHATBI, HEOOJBIIION
paboumii KaOMHET, IPOCTOPHAsT KyXHS, OOJIbIIIasi CTOJIOBAs C TO-
CTUHOM Y TIPUCTPOEHHBIN Tapax. Bo JBOpHKe CTOSUIM Kayelu.
WneanbHplil yroiok s cembu. O JIydIiieM Cynpyrd U He Meu-
TaJIH.



JleHb nepBbINi

3aBTpak ObUI IPOCT, HO, KaK BCeraa B ucroiHeHnn Megan,
BOCXHTHUTEJICH: SIMYHUIIA ¢ OEKOHOM, CBEXHH caJiaT, CJIOSHbIe
MUPOKKH, OT alMETUTHOTO BUAA KOTOPBIX YK€ CIIOHKU TEKJIH,
Y HETIPEMEHHO OOJTbIlIas Yallka ropsyero koge.

B 1ot nenb cynpyru coOpanuch B TOpoj MOMOMHUTD 3arachl
nponykToB. [lepecMOTpeB cogep:kUMoe XOIOAUIbHUKA, OHH CO-
CTaBUJIM UX CITMCOK.

[Tocne enpt Ethan BEIKYprIT TpaAMIIMOHHYIO CUTApPETy U k1A,
TIOKa JKeHa NiepeojieBaiach. MalllHy OH yke BbIBEJ U3 rapaxa u,
KOpOTasi BpeMsi, IPUHSLJICS HATUPATh JIOOOBOE CTEKJIO, KOTOpOe
Y TaK CUSLUIO YHACTOTOU.

ConHIle yke Havaso MpUIieKaTh, ooemnas KapKui JIeHb.

Polly, B cepeHbKOM JIErKOM IIaThe, pacKauMBaslach Ha Kayde-
nsx. YeuzeB Ethan, oHa cnipeirHyna u nopdexarna K aBToMOOU-
JIo.

— Ilamouka KynuT MHE MOpOX)eHOoe? — TMPOoIIeN ee MeJOAnY-
HBII T'OJIOCOK.

Omna crapajnach Ka3aTbCsl CTapliie, HO B IJIa3KaX OTpaxkasach
JIETCKasi HEMOCPEICTBEHHOCTb.

— KoneuHno, moii aHresiok! Bee, uro 3axouenin!

OH cMOTpes B MUJIOE JIUIIO TOYKH, Tlepedupasi ee CBETIble BO-
JIOCHI.

— MHue u Archie! — no6aBuia oHa.



Ethan ynbioHyncs:

— Archie He ecT MOpokeHoe. § KyIUTio JJaKOMCTBAa, KOTOPbIE
OH JIIOOUT, a Thl €ro YrOCTHUIIIb, OKEM?

— HoroBopuiuck! — no-s3pociiomy orsetuiia Polly.

Haxonen, nossuiiace Megan. [TokosigoBaB HaJl CBOMM BHEII-
HUM BUJOM, OHa BBIOpasia TKUHCHI, KOPTOUKY C OTKPHITHIMU
TUIEYMKAMU Y HEMPUHYXJIEHHOCTHIO TIOKPOS U caHaanuu. B co-
npoBoxeHrnU Archie oHa OBICTPBIM IIArOM MOAOIILIA K HUM, T10-
uesioBasia Polly u cena B maimsy.

Archie B3BU3rHYJI, KaK OH Jies1aJl BCEra, KOraa MpOBOXaJ XO-
3s1eB, U YCTaBUJICSI HA HUX B HAZIEXKJIE, UYTO €r0 TOXE BO3bMYT.

— Howmoii! — ckomangoBan Ethan.

[lec B3AOXHY ¥ OTBEPHYJICSL.

— Yro 3arpyctun? — cnpocun Ethan.

Archie MaxHyJ1 XBOCTOM.

— 4 ckazan — nomoi! — nosropui Ethan, 3anumasi BoquTelib-
CKO€ MECTO.

OH BKJIIOUIJI 32KUTAHUE CBOETO CTAPEHBKOT0 MUKara (Ha HO-
BYI0 MalllMHy M3-3a TIOKYINKHU JOMa JIeHer TMoKa He XBaTallo).
C nepBoil MONBITKK HUYEro He BbIILI0. Co BTOPOM JABUraTellb,
BBIITYCTUB YepHOE 00JIaKO JIbIMa, YCIIOKOWJICS ¥ 3apaboTa poB-
HO.

— MbI noexaym, — oOpaTHJICS OH K J0uke. — Bo-TiepBbIX, Be-
aute cedst xopoiio. Bo-BTopbix — HUUYero He GoiTech!

Polly, mopcunthiBast Haka3bl, 3arudasia MaJburKH.

— W B-TpeTbux, Mbl HEHAIOJITO, CKOPO BEPHEMCH.



Polly kuBHyN1a 1 oka3zana 3axarble naapbuuku. Bee paccmest-
suck. Ethan neperen Ha cepbe3HBIN TOH:

— Archie Oyaer oxpaHsaTh TeOs. OH XpaOpblil U YMHBIN TIeC
Y He JacT B oOujy.

— 41 monsina! He 3a0ynpre mpo yroieHue A1 MOero «OXpaH-
HHUKa» ! A To Oyaer HecripaBeqIMBO ocTaBuTh Archie 6e3 mogap-
Ka.

VYcablaB cBOW KJIMUKY, MEC 3aCKYJIMJ U 3aCTy4Yall XBOCTOM
1O 3eMJIE.

— He Bonnyica, nouka. CaenaeM, Kak Tl TPOCUILIb.

— Mo BcTpeun, nanoyka! — Becesio OTKJIMKHYJ1ach Polly n max-
Hysa pyukor. — Ilo Bctpeun, Megan!

[TpedwiBasi B OTIMYHOM HacTpoeHuH, Ethan moMaxan B oTBeT
¥ HaXaJT Ha Tef1anb ra3a. « TaOyH moj KarmoToM» B TPUCTA CEMb-
JeCAT MATh «JIOIIAJI0K» MOCIYIIHO TPOHYI aBToO ¢ MecTa. Koraa
MalllMHa CKpbUIaCch U3 Buay, Polly He criemia HanpaBuiack K J10-
My.

3a neit yHbuto 6pen Archie. HaBepHoe, oH toragascs, 4to ro-
BOPWJIM O €0 YIOIIEHUH, HO 3arpycTuj, He YBUJEB 3TOT MOJa-
POK.

k sk ok

Tpacca Obi1a CBOOOTHOM.
Ethan 4dro-To HaneBan, Megan 3a1yMUnBO CMOTpeJia Ha JI0-
pory, XpaHsi MofT4aHue. B3risiHyB B 3epKajio 3a/IHEr0 BUAA, Cy-



npyra nonpaBujia BOJIOCH U CIIPOCUJIA:

— [Touemy OHa HMKOTJa HE HA3BIBAET MEHS MAMOU?

Ethan nepecran HarieBaTh U pacTEPSIHHO MTOCMOTPEJT Ha JKEHY.
[ToBucna HesloBKas nay3a.

— $I xak-TO He 3aMeTHII, — MPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

— Jloporoii, Henb3sl ke ObITh TAKMM HEeBHUMATEJIbHbIM! — 3a-
MeTHJIa Cympyra.

— Megan, s gymalo, CKOpO 3TO UBMEHMUTCS — e HaJl0 PUBBIK-
HYTb.

— Ho k Tebe-To oHa yke mpuBbIKJIa!

— lloporasi, He Toponu COOBITHS, BCe OYJIET XOpOIIo, — yBe-
penHo orBeTwi1 Ethan.

— 51, KOHE4HO, pajia, YTO Thl B HEW /1yIlIM HE Yaelllb, HO. .. MHe
kaxercs, Polly He npaga.

Xopoinee HactpoeHre Ethan yieryunBaioch Tak ke ObICTPO,
KaK MeJIbKaBIIIME 32 CTEKJIOM JIepeBbsi. Bce komMeHTapuu 00 OT-
HoueHuu K Polly BbI3bIBasIN HENIPUSITHE, €CIIU, C €r0 TOUKH 3pe-
HUS1, OHU ObUTH TpeiB3AThiMU. Cynpyra UCKJIIOUYSHUEM He SIBJISI-
nack. Ho oHa Bceryia roBopuiia To, 4To IyMaeT, U MyK OCO3HaJI,
yto HaOmonaeHue Megan 3a noBegeHuem Polly ceituac 6osbiie
BCETO €€ OECITOKOMJIO.

Megan TpeBOXWIACh, 3aMeyasi, YTO OHM OUYEHb MAJIO BpeMe-
HU OpOBOASAT ¢ jJoukou. Polly HMuero He cnpammBana y Hee,
HE WCIBITHIBAIA MOTPEOHOCTH B €¢ BHUMAHUW WA OJ0OPEeHUH
HE TOJIbKO B KMTEUCKHUX, HO, KaK HU CTPAHHO, U B KEHCKHUX BO-
npocax. CKJIagpIBaJIOCh BIleUaTieHHWe, YTO JIOUYb B HUX pa3Ou-



paeTcsi MPeKpPacHO U MOXKET 0OXOauThcsl Oe3 momorm Megan.
Ho Benp et Bcero onuaHaguars! Yto 310? KOHKypeH1Ms, HEBbI-
CKa3aHHbIe OOUIBI WM YTO-TO Apyroe? DT Bompockl Megan 1o-
CTOSIHHO 3aJiaBajia ce0e, HO, K COXKaJIeHUI0, YOeTUTeIbHbIX OTBE-
TOB He Haxonuia. Yl B To ke Bpemsi MPUXOIUJIOCh MPU3HATh: /14,
4epT BO3bMH, OHa peBHOBaJA — Polly Obuta TONBKO MAanmMHOM Jie-
Boukoi. C camoro Hayvasa.

Ee HeBecenble pazmbinuieHus npepsai Ethan:

— MHe kaxeTcsi, He CTOUT BbKMMATh U3 HEE CJIOBA TOJILKO MO-
TOMY, UTO TaK MPUHATO roBopuTh. [Ipuaer Bpems — Bce BCTAHET
Ha CBOU MeCTa.

— Ho ckonbko — Mecsill, Tof1, BCSl )KU3Hb? — CIIPOCHUIIA KEHA.

Ethan momoprwics:

— Megan, nyctb Bce uaetr ceouM yepenom. He 3amopaunBan-
cAl.

— Tol yBepeH, uTO 3TO NPaBUJIBHOE pelleHUe?

Omna 3amoruania, oxuaasi peakliuy Myxa.

— DTO HE IUIOXO U HE XOPOILIO, 3TO HAIO MPUHSATh KaK [1aH-
HocTb. JlaBaii He OyaeM TopornuThesl. IHOrma mocTynkaMu MOx-
HO BBIPA3UTh rOpasio OOJbIIE, YEM CIIOBAMHU.

— Yro THI MMeeIb B BUY? — HAIIPAIJIACh CYIIPYTra.

Ethan noHs, 4to asAnHya JmmHee. Megan ocyxkaaiomie Imo-
CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero.

Omna paccTpounsiach, OTBEpHYJIACh, IIEKH 3aNbUIAIA OT OOMIBI.
3a OKHOM MeJIbKaJI MPeKpacHbIe MeN3axku, HO OHU He MpUBJIe-
KaJM ee BHMMaHue. MaivHa yBeamuuiaa cKopocTs. [Jo ropona



OCTAaBaJIOChb MUHYT COPOK.
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ConHile yke 3aBHCIIO BbIIIE Jieca. Bblo kapko.

Polly gonro urpasia ¢ KykJioi, HAKOHEll, 9TO el Ha10eJ10, ¥ OHa
BBIIILIA BO ABOP. [leBouka yBuaena apemasuiero Archie, yKpbis-
IIEerocsi B TEHU OT HeOECHOTO JIMMOHHO-KeNToro aucka. [lec us-
pelKa IIeBeInI HOCOM M KPUBUJI TyObl, €CJIM KaKoe-TO 0000 Ha-
JOE1JIMBOE HACEKOMOE MOJI3AJI0 110 HEMY.

— Archie, moiinem mourpaem! — clierka TOTSHYB COOAKy
3a yxo, BeceJio ckazaia Polly.

ToT mocmMoTpesn Ha JEBOYKY M CJIETKA IMOILEBENINU XBOCTOM,
JlaBasi MOHSITh, YTO eMy ceivac He 10 3a0aB.

— Hy nagait, nenTsii, noqHumarics!

Co0aka npojorkana Jiexarb C HeBO3MYTUMbIM BUJIOM.

— I[1noxon nec! — HerpoMko ckazana Polly, He nbITasich CKpbITH
CBO€E HENOBOJILCTBO. — Kak 3Haern!

Polly cnenana rpumacy, nokasaa si3blK ¥ C YyBCTBOM BBIIIOJI-
HEHHOT'0 J10JITa yanuiach. YeM Jasibliie 3aHAThCS, OHA HE 3HaJA.
[To6poanna no koMHaTaM, rocuiena Ha Kyxue. Ckyuno. He crie-
112 OTIIPAaBUJIACh K ceOe B CHANIBHIO — CBETJIOE, MPOCTOPHOE T0-
MeleHre ¢ OONIBIION KPOBAThIO C OATJaAXMHOM, IIBETOYHBIM y30-
pPOM Ha 00051X, PAaBUJIbHBIMU, 9yTh H30THYTHIMU JIMHUSIMH Me-
6eJ1, TyaJleTHBIM CTOJIMKOM U OOJIBILIUM 3€PKAJIOM B CTAPUHHOM
pe3HOM OOpaMJICHUN W, KOHEYHO, APYKHON KOMITAaHHUEH TLTIoIIe-



BBIX UT'PYILIEK U HECKOJIbKUX KYKOJI. YHCTBIi1 JIECHOU BO3/1yX BJIU-
BAJICSI B OTKPBITOE OKHO.

Polly B3noxHy/a, IpuiBUHY/IA K OKHY CTYJI, 3aj1€3/1a Ha HEro
U 3amepra, Jo0ysch nei3akeM. OHa Buesla HEOOBIIYI0 YacTb
peukH, peKpacHbiid Jiec. Bee nmpimano xu3Hb. [leHb ObLT 00-
BOPOXKUTEJIbHBIN.

BHe3amHo ee 1110 MCKa3nIIoCh, JPOXKb sIepuliel pooeskaa
10 1Iee, IjIeyam, CIIMHE U 3aTuXJia Ij1e-To BHu3y. Ee ykazareb-
HBII NAJIBYMK CJIETKa HaJJaBUJI HA CTEKJIO, IIPOBE/Is] HEBUIMMYIO
JIMHUIO BBEPX, BIPABO, BJIEBO, CTAJl OYePUUBATh KPYTH, a 3aTeM,
CJIOBHO C TOMOIIIBIO OTIBITHOM PYKW YUUTEJNsl, Haual MpUaaBaTh
BCEM STUM JIMHUSIM CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN, BUTUMBII TOJIBKO €1 3a-
Mbicesl. OHa 3acTblia, U3Jly4yas Bepy B TO, UTO Jiesiaa.

Hpemasiero Archie mpoOyauin HenoHATHLIN 1yM. OH HACTO-
POXMIICA, YIIM BCTau TopukoM. Ho 3TOT 3ByK cpasy mporai.
MoxeT, 3T0 OBUT HEJIOBOJIBHO Ypuariui xeaygok? Archie yxe
coOpaJICsi BEPHYTHCS B TIOJyCOHHOE COCTOSIHHE, HO IIIyM ITOBTO-
pWiICs, Ha 3TOT pa3 ropaszno rpomue. Archie nmogHsijics U Ha-
npaBwiIcs K joMy. Yem Onvke OH TIOOXOMWII, TEM OTUYETIMBEE
CIIBIIIAIUACH ITU PeXyIIHe CIyX 3ByKH. [lec 0OHa)MI OrpoMHbIe
KJIBIKM M YIpO’Kalollle 3apblyajl, FOTOBSICh HANACTh HE HEBUU-
Moro Bpara. OH TKHYJI HOCOM BXOAHYIO JIBE€Pb, OHA MOJJIA/IACh
u OecIyMHO OTKpbUIach. B nome Obuto THXO. BHe3zamHo 3ByK
BHOBb MOsiBWIICA. Tenepb OH ObUT MOXOX HA TATYYHA OeccBsI3-
HBII wenom. 3a CBOIO JKU3Hb IEC TAKOE CJIbIIIAN BriepBble. Ero
TMOOOIBITCTBO TIepepociio B cTpax. OH OCTAHOBWIICS, BHITSHYJ



IIEI0 U JOJITO BTATUBAJ B ce0s1 BO3AyX. C OmacKoy mpoiresn B KyX-
HIO, CTOJIOBYIO0, MMHOBaJI TOCTUHYI0. OCTaHOBWIICS, IPUCITYIIAN-
sl M 3aCKYJIWJI, TIOJ)KaB XBOCT. Archie ylnoBuI, 4To utenom JOHO-
CUJICSI U3 Trapaxa, KOTOpbIi MpuMbIKai K 1oMy. Koraa atu 3By-
KM 3aTUXAJIHY, TIeC CKaIUJI Ha TAMHCTBEHHOTO Bpara 3yObl, KOrjia
BO300HOBJISUIMCh — HAYMHAT JIasATh. Ero Bo30yXkaeHre HapacTa-
J0. JIBepb rapaxa CKpUIIHYJa, PUOTKPbLIACh, CJIOBHO MpUIJIa-
11asi BOUTH BHYTPb.

HecMmoTpst Ha sxapkuii ieHb, OTTY/A BESUIO XOJIOIOM.

Archie Hanpsrcs, ourytus yrposy. M3-non rapaxHoi 1Be-
PY MEJJIEHHO BBITION3/1a TOHYAKIIIAs TIOJIOCKA KaKOK-TO CyOCTaH-
1uuu, noxoxed Ha TymaH. Ctpax ckoBajl Archie. OH 3acTbll
Ha Topore, rnepedrpasi CBOMMHU MOIIHBIMY JIallaMH, HO Tiepe-
XOIUTh 3Ty YepTy HE pellascs, CJIOBHO MOHMMAsl, YTO 3TO MO-
KET CTaTh HENMONPAaBUMOU OIMOKOi. OH APOXKAJ ¥ TPOMKO BBLIL.
W TyT Kakas-ToO cujia BHECHa ero BHYTpb, B TEMHOTY. [IBepb 3a-
XJIOITHYJIACh 32 HUM cama, BTSIHYB OOpaTHO KJIyObl «TyMaHa» ...

Polly ounysack, Kak mocie JOIroro CHa, B3APOrHyna. YCIbl-
11aB MPOTSKHBIM BOW Archie, OHa repecraja BOOUTH 10 CTEK-
JIy MAJTbYUKOM, 3aKpbla YIIM PyKaMU U MPOH3UTEHHO 3aKpH-
yana...

Ethan 3armymmn nuraress. Megan BbllllIa U3 MalllMHBI U T10-
Jonuia K OarakHUKY. [TakeToB ¢ mpogyKTaMu U JPyrUMHU TOKYTI-



KaMu ObLIIO MHOTO.

— Ethan, t61 He Mor OBl MHE ITOMOYD ?

Myx KUBHYIL

Ethan B371 HECKOBKO caMbIX OOJBIIMX MAKETOB U BIPYT 3a-
MEp, PacTepsIHHO OMISIHYBIIMCh. HenpusTHo 3acocano nop Jio-
KEUKOH.

— CrpaHHOe oIiyIieHne, — MpodOpMOTAa OH.

— Tol 0 uem? — cipocuia Megan, KOTOpas yxe HalpaBUIach
K JIOMY, HO, 3aMETHB HaIPsI’KEHHOE JIMLIO MY’Ka, OCTAHOBUJIACh.
Ethan nibitasncs noHATh NPUYKMHBI IepeMeHbl HacTpoeHust. Cepi-
e Owioch ydvareHHO. BOKpyr paccrunancst Bce TOT ke MHp,
CIHOKOMHBIN ¥ YUCTBIM, HO B HEM HE XBaTajlo Yero-To OUeHb MpHU-
BBIYHOTO.

[locTteneHHO TPHUXOAWIO MOHMMAHWE CHUTYallUHM: He ObLIO
CJIBIIIIHO PaJI0CTHOTO Jast Archie — BriepBble Mec He BCTpevas ux.
Kyna-to nponana Polly. Tonbko cOpOKM TPEBOKHO CTPEKOTAIH,
niepesierasi ¢ Mecta Ha MecTo.

— I'ne xe onun? Polly! Archie! — rpomko nossai Ethan.

B oteBer — Tummua. Ethan crapasncs ckpblBaTb BOJHEHUE,
HO €ro TpeBora rnepejanach xKeHe.

— HaBepHoe, 4T0-TO MpouM30I1ILlI0, — CKa3ajia oHa. — Hecuacr-
HBIU CTy4yau WM. ..

Ee pyku OecCHJIBHO ONMYCTHJIVCh, M TIAKETHl BHICKOJIB3HYJIH
Ha 3eMJIIO.

— He roBopu epyH/pl, ¢ HUMU BCe B MOPsiJIKE, — IPepBa ee
CYIpYT U CHOBA OIJISIHYJICS] BOKPYT.



A Ha aymre ckpeOnu Komku: «Kak ke Mbl MOTJIM OCTaBUTh
JIEBOYKY OITHY — IPAKTUIECKH B JIECY, C OTPOMHON COOAKOM ?»

V Hero nepexBatiiio AbixaHve. OJlHa 4acTh CO3HAHUS TBEp-
JIAJIa, 4TO C HUMHU BCE XOPOIIIO, Apyras pucoBajia CTpallHble Kap-
TUHBI: OKPOBABJIEHHOE WJIM YTOHYBIIIEE TeJIO JOYepPH M KyTKUN
BOU coOaku. «bpen kakoi-1o», — momyman Ethan.

— INocmoTtpu B 1ome! — psIBKHYJM OH Tak, uyTo y Megan 3ajo-
KUJIO YIIM, a MITUIIBL Aajieko pasznerenuch. Cyrnpyra Opocunach
B JIOM.

U noka oHa Oesxalia v TSHYJIMCh HECKOHYaeMble CEKYH/IbI, BCE
BOKPYT Ka3aJIoCh eMy Oe3)KM3HEHHBIM, W Ja’Ke BO3AyX CTal Ta-
KHMM HEeNOJIBMKHBIM, 4TO 00JbHO ObLIO AblIaTh. Ethan 6pocuics
crieioM 3a skeHol. Korga momOesxan K BXOJIHOM JIBepH, U3 JoMa
JIOHECCsI pafloCTHBIN Bo3riac Megan:

— Cnaga bory! Onu 31€ech!

Ethan Gyaro 3aH0BO poguics.

BosHeHue mocTerneHHo yXOAusIo, HO YXKWH MpPOIIeT He Tak,
KaK OOBIYHO: HEMPUSITHBIE OIYIIEHUS TIEPUOMUECKU HATIOMH-
Ham o cebe. Bce mo-mpexHeMy MEpekuBaIA CITyUYUBIIIEECs,
y Kak10ro ObLT MOBOJ, 0 YyeM noaymarts. Polly, oOmMonBuBIIHCS,
9TO el ObIJIO CTPAIITHO, MOCTIe €/Ibl BEPHY/IACh K ceOe B KOMHATY
Y MOYTHU cpasy ycHyna. Ee MopoxkeHoe ocTaioch Ha CToJe.

Archie Toxe nomyuns oGelaHHoe JJAKOMCTBO, HO He IPUTPO-
HYJICSl K HEMY, KaK U K elle B MHCcKe. Bech Beuep OH mposexan
B YIJTy CTOJIOBOH, TSKEJNO JBIIIA U TEYaJIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha X031~
eB. Ecri 661 OH MOT TOBOPUTH, TO pacckaszas Obl 00 yxkace, KO-



TOPBIN CETOHS MEePEKIIL.
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Ethan gonro He mMor 3acHyTh. YI0OHas U MsTKas TOAYIIKa
HE JIOCTaBJIsIa IPUBBIYHOTO KoMdopTa, HA00OPOT, BEI3BaJIa I0O-
JoBHYI0 601b. U onesuio ceromHst memiano. OH OTKpPBUT T71a3a
¥ OTJISIZIeNT criauTbHIO. Megan Ge3MsITeKHO Criajia Ha UX IIUPOKON
KPOBATH, €JIe CJIBIIIHO MOCanbIBasl.

Mebenp B KOMHATE ObLIa KAYEeCTBEHHOM, XOTh U HE HOBOM.
MaccuBHYI0 IEPEBSHHYIO ABEPh B COCEIHIOI CIAJIBHIO, [JIE CIIa-
na Polly, cynpyru octaBuv OTKpbhITOM — MaJio Jin 4To. ... VI3 BaH-
HOW KOMHATHI TIPOOMBAJICS CBET, OTPaKasCh B 3epKaJie XOJIa,
KOTOPBIN COSAMHST 00€ CIaJIbHM.

«$1 e BBIKJIIOUAT TaM cBeT!» — yauBieHHO noaymai Ethan,
MPUTIOHUMASICh C KPOBATH.

Ee nipyxunsl ckpunHyau. Ethan 3amep, onacasch pa3OyauTh
Megan, 1 TMXO TOKHUHYJI CHIAJIbHIO. B XOJUIe MENKHYJ BBIKJIIO-
yaresieM. MenbKHyJa sipKast UCKpa, Y MOMEIIEHUE TIOrPy3UIIOCh
BO MpakK. DTOT 3BYK BO3POAUJI HENPUSTHbIE BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

Ethan c nerctBa onacasics anektpudecTBa. M He 6e3 ocHOBa-
Huil. Korga emy ObUIO JIET MATh-IIECTh, OH PEIIAI TIOCMOTPETD,
a 4TO TaM, BHYTPH PO3ETKHU. B3si1 MUHUET, BRITAINI 3arIyIIKA
Y CYHYJ Tyna 3Ty keye3ky. M Tyt mucrep BosibT nokaszan cBoe
MOTYIIIECTBO: IIapaxHyJI0 3HATHO, C UCKpaMH, TpeckoM. [ToBes-
JI0, YTO BOOOIIE KUB ocTajics. ITociie 3Toro caMo CIoBO «3JIeK-



TPUUYECTBO» BBI3BIBAJIO HETATUBHBIE ACCOIMALIMY.

«Hamo BbI3BaTh 3nekTpuka», — momyman Ethan, omepHys
OT BBIKJIIOUATENSI PYKY, YTOOBI MUCTEP BOJNBT He «I03/10poBa-
Cs1» C HUM OIISITb.

Crapasicb cTynarh Kak MOXHO THIIIE, OH BOLIEJ B CHAJIbHIO
Polly.

JleBOouKa Kpenko craja.

Emy HpaBMIIOCh CMOTpETDH Ha Hee, CIIAIIYI0, TaKyI0 Oe33aluT-
HYIO, YHUCTYIO, 10 O0JIU POAUMYIO.

«ClalKux CHOB, MO aHIeJIOYEK», — MBICIIEHHO MOXKeNIal OH
JOUKe.

Ethan 3akpbi1 r1a3a v npexacraBui cede HEOO, YChITAHHOE
MHOKECTBOM SIPKMX 3B€3/1, CPE/IM KOTOPBIX €r0 aHIeJIOUeK IyJisi-
€T M BEeCEJIUTCs], a KOrjaa MPUTOMUTCS, BO3BPAIIAETCS K HEMY,
Ha IPelHyI0 3eMJIIO.

C 3TOM NPUATHON MBICJIBIO OH MOKKUHYJI criajibHIo Polly. Tlora-
CHJI CBET B BAHHOM, B TOCTHOM BBIMMJI HEMHOT'O BOJIbI U BBILLIEJT
Ha 33]HUM JBOPUK.

Crosina Tuxas uioHbcKast Houb. HeGo urpasio pa3HOIBETHBIMU
OTMKaMu, 3aBOPaXUBAsT OTOHBKAMU THICSTY HEOECHBIX CBETHIL.

XoTs1 6BUI0 HEMHOTO JIYIITHO, HO TO HE MEIAJIO HAC/IaK1aTh-
csl 3araxoM Jieca. Ethan rimyb6oko B3JOXHYJ, JIerKKMe HAroMHU-
JIUCh TEIUIBIM BO3[yXOM, OT KOTOPOI'O Cllerka 3aKpyKUjach ro-



JIOBA.

Bapyr co3Hanme cocpegoToYnsioch Ha OIILYIIEHUHA Yero-To
nocroponHero. Cpa3y He pa3oOparb, 4To 3T0 ObUTI0. OH BHH-
MaTeJIbHO CMOTpeJ Ha Onmu3crosiue aepeBbs. Kazamoch, Mex-
1y HUIMU MEJIbKHYJIU U TYT K€ pacTasuid TeH!, YTOHYB B IJTyOu-
He TeMHOTHI. OT HanpspkeHus rasa Ethan 3a6onenu. Bopyr on
OTYETJIMBO YCJIBIIIIAT HEBHSITHBIN 1tenont, HaTOMHUBIIIHIA IITUTIE-
Hue 3Men. OH ycruuics v npuoamsmics kK Hemy. Ethan MomeH-
TaJIbHO BCIOTEJN, MOXKET, OT AYIIHOM HOYM, a MOXET, OT CTpa-
xa. Kazanoce, 3T0T wenom 1o 1o 3emMjie HoJI3eT, TO MOJAHUMAET-
cs BBEpX, TO M3BMBaeTCs BOKpYr Hero. [laHnueckas ataka Ha-
KaTUJach BOJTHOM M PacTeKJIach HAJIEKTPU30BAHHBIMU pyUeiKa-
MU 1o Bcemy Teny. Ethan 3amep, kak JlaHb nepej XUITHUKOM,
HE B CIJIaX COBJIA/IaTh ¢ Ucmyrom. M BOT yxke utenom pemmTesbHO
MIPOHUKAET BO BHYTpPh ero cymiectBa. Ethan uyBcTByeT xenanue
9TOU CYIIIHOCTH TIOIaBUTh YYBCTBA M MBICJIH, OBJIQJIETh €ro CO0-
CTBEHHBIM «$1» Y B3ATb M0]1 CBOW MOJIHBIN KOHTpOJib. Ethan 3axo-
TeJ0Ch KpUKHYTh. Y TYT OH OTKpbLI I71a3a. HaBaxknenue rcuesno
TaK K€ CTPEMUTEJIbHO, KaK U Hayasiock. Kpuk 3acTpsiit B ropne
¥ BBIITIEJ XpUTUTBIM Katiem. Ethan gonro mpuxonun B ce6s1, Oec-
TIOMOIITHO 03Upasich. «Thl ceiiyac 0YeHb IIIyMo ceOs Belenb ! » —
MOAYyMaJl OH.

Ero okpyxanau TeMHOTa U HaCTOPOKEHHAs! TUITMHA. TOJIBKO
CJIBIIITHO OBLJIO, KaK TYJIKO U OBICTPO CTYYasio Cepaiie.

«KoHeuHo, 310 rajumonuHanus ciyxa. Tak 4To yCoKOHCs», —
yOesx1a oH ceobsl.



Meiciu Ethan cranu 6omee yetkumu. C 0IHON CTOPOHBI, TTPO-
UCXoJslIee Ka3aloch EMy CHOM, CIIy4YailHbIM BUIEHUEM, C JIpy-
O — 3TOT Utenom BOCTIPUHUMAJICS KaK peasibHbIN KOIIMap.

370 Obl1a HEMOHATHAS U OT TOTO elle OoJiee Mmyraoiias Jeu-
cTBUTENBbHOCTh. OH BHOBb M BHOBb IPOKPYYMBAJI B TOJIOBE CITy-
YHBIIIEECS ¥ OCTAJICS HEIOBOJICH, YTO HE HAIIIES STOMY OOBbsICHE-
HUE.

— O, l'ocnonu. .. — mpomentan Ethan u mo6pen k gomy.



JleHb BTOpOH

— Urpaemb B «dpyauta»? — cpocui Ethan nouky.

— I'me HyxHO U3 OykB cocTaBiATh cioBa? Koneuno! — orBe-
twia Polly. — IIpaBna, urpasia ouyeHp JaBHoO.

VioBUB HOTKM oropueHus B ee ronoce, Ethan HemHoro 3a-
MSUICS, @ IOTOM TPEJIOKHIL:

— He 6ynem tepsaTs BpeMenu, Mmosi ipuHIiecca. Haunem!

[locne HenoNrMX MPUTOTOBJIEHUH 3€JIEHOE ToJIe ¢ (PUIIKAMHU
NPU3bIBAJIO HAIPsiub YM M BooOpaxeHue. Bpems netesno Hesa-
meTHO. Kazanock Obl, mpocToe packiiajsiBaHue uilek, a npe-
BpaTWIIOCh B cpaxeHue. OHU Ay paunjIiCch, CHOPUJIM, KAk IbIHA J10-
Ka3bIBaJI CBOIO TIPABOTY, HA XOAY MPUAYyMbIBast 3a0aBHbIE CJIOBA.
CMmex Kpyxuics Mo JOMY, HalOJNHSJI €0 SMOLMAMM, HaBEBaJ
YyBCTBO YMUPOTBOPEHHOCTH.

[Iporonoaasiucek, Ethan u Polly Hayanu crydaTs o mosn Ho-
ramu, BbIpaxas cBoe HerepneHue. M korma KOMHaTy 3amoln-
HWI apomar MpUroTOBJIEHHOM Megan MuIu, KOTOPYIO CyNpy-
Y U I0Yb OTBEJAIN — BEJIMKOJIEIIHBIX OyprepoB, BKYCHOM kape-
HOU KapToIIKH, — cBolo OnmaromapHocth Ethan u Polly Beipasu-
JIM TPOMKUMH arutogucMeHTamu. Uto Hu roBop, Megan Oblia
MPEKPACHON XO35MKOI, KOTOpast MOCTOSTHHO 3a00THJIACh O CEMbe
U JloMe. YOpaB co cTosia, OHa npucoeanHuiaach k urpe. Ethan
ObLT OYEHb OCTPOYMEH M PAJIOBAJICA, KOTJa €ro IIyTKH, PO3bIT-
PBILLIM BBI3BIBAIN CMEX Y JIOUYKH U CYTIPYTH.



B 3asie, rae oHM Urpaiv, CTaHOBWJIOCh CJIOBHO CBETJIEE U Tell-
nee. 1o OblIa KAPTUHKA CYACTIIUBON CEMBH.

Opnako ux HacTpoeHue He nepenanock Archie. OH ObLT Bs-
JIbIM, TIOAOJITY JIeKaJl, a Mocje MONbITOK Megan nmourpaTth ¢ HUM
MOKMHYJT TIOMEITCHHE.

OnHu He 3aMeTWIU, KaK HaCTYIUII Bevep.

— Bce, xBaturt, mopa ykuHaTh! — CKOMaH/1I0BaJjia CyIpyra.

— Crnyiaioch ¥ NOBUHYIOCh! — TIOUTH B OJIMH T'OJIOC OTBETUIIU
Ethan u Polly.

Ha ux nuiax 4uTtaiuch IpUsiTHasi yCTaJIOCTh U TOJIHOE YIO0-
BJIETBOPEHHUE.

UYepes momyaca Bce CHIEIU B CTOJIOBOM, OOCTaBJICHHOM MT-
KON MeOeJIbI0 CBETIIO — O€KEBBIX TOHOB, U HE CIIEIA MOIJIOAIN
YKUH.

— Polly, xorja Thl BBIJIOKHUJIA B UTPE CIIOBO «CTpax», MHE TO-
Ka3aJioCh, Thl YTO-TO BCOMHMWJIA? — mouHTepecoBascs Ethan.

Jloyka repecraja BOIUTh MaIblIaMU 10 KPalo CTaKaHa C COKOM
1 OTBETHUJIA:

— MHora 3a 0OBIYHBIM CJIOBOM CKPBIBAETCsI HEUTO OOJIbIIIEE.

— IIpoctu, HE COBCEM TMOHS, UTO Thl XOYEIllb STUM CKa3aTh?

Orter1 BHYTPEHHE HATPATCs OT MPUCTATIBHOTO B3IJIs/Ia JOUKH.

— Bce uchbITHIBAIOT CTPax, 3TO HOPMAJIBHO, — 3aMETHJIa OHA.

— [Ipupomay 3TOro OIIyIIeHus CJI0XKHO MOHATh, — POMOJIBUJT
Ethan. — Mbl 3Ha€M TOJILKO, UTO 3TO MHCTUHKT CAMOCOX PAaHEHM 1.

Polly B3noxHyna u 3amomnyarna.

Ee Bblpaxenue nuiia noarepawio goraaky Ethan: mouka



XPaHHUT KaKyl0-TO TaliHy, KOTOPYI0 HEe XO4YeT pacKpbiBath. [lo-
BUCJIA HATIPSKEHHAS May3a.

UYepes mraosenue Polly, He BblAepxkaB, MOOEINIACh CBOEU
TPEBOTOM:

— 41 3Hal0, 4TO Takoe cTpax, 5 ero Bujaena!l MHe oOMIHO, YTO
JIIOIU, KOTOpbIE TaK KPACHMBO OMUCHIBAIOT €r0 B KHIKKAX WIH
pacckas3bplBaOT 00 ITOM OIIYIIEHUH Ha CeaHcax Teparvu, Ha ca-
MOM Jiejie He TIOHUMAIOT MCTUHHBIA CMBICJI 3TOTO OIIyIeHus!
Kak oHu, K npriMepy, MOTYT C YBEPEHHOCTbIO TOBOPUTb, UTO UC-
TIBITHIBAET KPOJIUK TIepe]l YIaBOM, He Oy/Tydd 3TUM KPOIUKOM?

[nsinst B ee mia3a, KOTopele erie Oosbie noremueny, Ethan
Pa3BOTHOBAJICS.

Megan ObICTPO MOHSIIA, YTO PA3rOBOP MOBEPHYJ HE B TO PyC-
JI0.

— JleBOUKY 1 MaJIburKu ! — 63 yJIBIOKH CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJa Cy-
npyra. — 9To He TIOXOke Ha JIIOOMMYIO CKa3Ky Ha HOUb !

Polly, ogHako, mpofo/Kuia u3naratb CBOM MbICIIH:

— Crpax Bcerga OyaeT UMETh MECTO B JKU3HH, XOUEIlb Thl
9Toro wiu HeT. OH CIUT BHYTPU KaXKAOTO U3 HAC, HO TOJBKO
JI0 OIpeieSIeHHOro MoMeHTa. M Korja cTpax mpochinaeTcs, pu-
XOIUT pacruiata — CMepTh.

Ona mpousHecaa 3TO yBEpeHHO, JaBasi MOHATh, YTO TaKOe
yOesKjieHre pOIMIOCh B Hell He Ha pOBHOM MecTe.

Megan cpasy He MOHs1JIa, YTO MPOU30IILIO Aasbine. He moxeT
obiTh. Takoro He ObiBaet. To, yro mpeacTano nepen Megan Bme-
CTO 3TOM JIEBOYKH, HE MOIJIO OBITh UejioBeKoM. Ee uiio MonHue-



HOCHO M3MeHmIock. Koxka nosxenresna u mocrapesa, ee OOBHCIIUE
JIOCKYTKM Ha BBIIYKJIOCTSX 4epena TPEneTaiv, Kak Ha BETpY,
¥ MOJKHO OBUIO YIMBISITBCS, UTO OHH ernle aepskarcs. [lomaras-
IIMCh, CHAYaJIa BbIIIAJI OIUH 3y0, 3aTEM BCE €TI0 «COCEe/In» BEEepo-
00pa3HO CTaIM PacXOAWTHCS, BBIMPATh M TOCHITAINCH HA TIOJ.
['yObI BBAJIIITHCH, YETIOCTD Je(hOPMUPOBAIACH, POT PUOTKPHLI-
s, ¥ OTTyJa MOTEKJIA BsA3Kasl, 3JI0BOHHasA cioHa. OHa ciu3Hyna
ee sI3BIKOM, Kak Obl MpeaBKyIlas Onu3koe ynoBosbcTBUe. [Ta-
3a ObUIM IMPOKO PACKPBITHI, 3pAYKH — COBEPILEHHO Oellble, KakK
y BapeHo#1 priObI. U Bce ke B 3ToM cymiecTBe Oblta ’ku3Hb. Ho 3Ta
’KU3HB ObLIA MIOPOKACHUEM 3714, CMEPTOHOCHOTO, KaK OOJIOTHAS
TpsicuHa. Ee mioBble ryObl BAPYT NOIIEBEIUIMCh U MPOLIeNTa-
m: «He npaBaa yu, Me-gan?»
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