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AHHOTaAIUSA

<p>Ppancuc béprerr (1849-1924) - aHmIO-aMepHKaHCKas
nycateJbHULIA, ABTOP IOBECTE W POMAHOB, IEPEBEAEHHBIX HA
pasHble s3blkM Mupa. PpsHcuc BEépHeTT paHO moTtepsna oTua, a B
BOCEMHA/ILIATh JIET — U MaTb. BO3MOXHO, MO3TOMY B €€ KHUTax Tak
SICHO 3BYYMT T€Ma CHpPOTCTBA, OJMHOYECTBA M HEIOCTATKA JIOOBU.
OnHako, HecMOTpsl Ha Bce HeB3roawl, repou Ppsncuc bépHerT B
KOHEYHOM HTOre OOpEeTaloT WCTUHHOE CYACThe, JIOOAIIYI0 CEMbIO
U TIpeJaHHBIX Jpy3ei.</p> <p>B Hamry kuury Bomum HambOoiee
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®psucuc bépHerr
TanHcTBeHHBIN
caa. MajneHbKUn

Jopa PayHTIepoHn

TanHCTBEeHHLIN cajl

I'nmaBa I

Korga Mepu JleHHOKC npucianu KuTh K agae, B Muccenb-
TY3UT-M3HOp, BCE TOBOPUJIM, YTO OHA CaMblii HEMPUATHBIN pe-
OEHOK, KaKOro UM KOrJa-Tr00 MPUXOIUIOCh BUIETh. DTO OblIa
npaBaa. Y Hee ObUIO MaJIEHBKOE XY/IO€ JIUIO M MAJICHBKOE XYI0e
Tes10. Bosiockl y Hee ObLM O€JIOKYpBIE, KUAKHUE, a JIUIO, C BEeU-
HO KHCJIBIM BbIPaKEHUEM, JKEJITOe, IIOTOMY YTO OHA POAUJIach B
WHauu u BeYHO XBOpasa TO TEM, TO JPYTUM.

Orerr ee coOCTOSIT HA CITy)X0€ Y aHIJIMICKOTO MPABUTEILCTBA,
Bcer/ia ObIBaJI OUSHb 3aHAT M TOXKE YacToO XBOpaJl, a MaTh €€ Obl-
Jla KpacaBHIla, KOTopasl JTIoOUIa TOIMbKO ObIBaTh B TOCTSAX M Be-
CEeJTUTHCS B KPYTy Becenbix Jiiozielt. Eif BoBce He HyXeH ObUT pe-
OeHOK, 1, KorJa poauiack Mepu, OHa Mopydmiia yXoj 3a Helo Ty-



3eMHOM CITy’)KaHKe, UJIU a9, KOTOPOM JaJIv MOHSATh, YTO €CJIM OHA
JKeJaeT yroouTh MeM-can0 ', To peOEHOK He JIOJKeH ToNaiaThCs
eyl Ha 1J1aza.

Mepu He MoMHuMIIA, YTOOBI KOrga-auodo Bujena OlM3Ko 4YTo-
HUOY/Ib, KPOME CMYTJIOTO JIAIIA CBOEH aiid UM IPYTUX TY3EMHBIX
CJIyT; a TaK KaK BCE OHU BCerJa MOBUHOBAJIUCH € U MO3BOJISLIN
eil AenaTh Bce Mo-CBOEMY, IOTOMY YTO MeM-caud MOorJia paccep-
JIUTHCS, €CIM Obl €€ 00ECIOKOMI KPUK peOeHKa, TO IIECTH JIeT OT
pony Mepu Oblla BeTMUYaKIIell STOMCTKON M TUPAHKOM.

Moroasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHTJIMYaHKA, KOTOPYIO B3SUTH, YTOOBI
Hay4YuTh MepH YuTaTh U MUCaTh, TAK HEB3JTIOOWIIA €€, UTO uepe3
TP Mecslla OTKa3ajaach OT MECTa, a KOr/a sIBJISUIUCh JpyTrue Ty-
BEPHAHTKH, TO OHHU YXOAUJIM Yepes ellle Oosee KOPOTKOe BpeMs,
yeMm niepBasi. M eciiu 661 Mepu camMoll He 3aXOTeJIOCh BBIyUUThCS
YUTaTh U MUCaTh, TO OHA HUKOIJA HEe MMena Obl BO3MOXKHOCTH
HAy4YUTbCA Jaxke a30yKe.

B omHO cTpariiHo xapkoe yTpo — et Torga Obuio yke OKOJIO Jie-
BATH JIET — OHA MPOCHYJIACh OCOOEHHO 371ast M Pa303/IMIIACh elle
Oosblle, KOrja yBUjesa, 4To ClIy’)kaHKa, CTOsIBIIAsl BO3JIEe ee To-
crenu, Obula He ee aid.

— 3aueM Tbl npulilia? — cKazajia OHa 4yKoM keHIuHe. — 51 He
no3BoJmo Tede octathes TyT. [Ipunum MHe Moto ais!

V KeHIIUHBI ObUT UCITyTAHHBI BHI, K OHA TPOOOPMOTAJIA, YTO
ail? He MOXeET NMPUITH, a Korna Mepu B HEMCTOBCTBE cTaia OUTh
¥ TOJIKATh €€, OHA TOJIbKO UCITyTasiach elne OOJIbIle U TOBTOPUJIA,

! Tak Ha3bIBAIOT B I/IHIH/II/I OelIbIX KCHIIWH.



YTO aiid HEBO3MOXHO MPUHATH K MUCCH-CanoO.

B 310 yTpO B CaMOM BO3/yXe TOYHO HOCHUJIOCH YTO-TO TaWH-
crBeHHOoe. Hudero He jienann OOBIYHBIM TOPSITKOM, U HEKOTO-
PbIX U3 TY3€MHBIX CJIyT BOBCE He ObLIO BUTHO, a Te, KOTOpbIX Me-
pY BUesa, ABUTAJMCH TOPOILTMBO WA YKPAJKOH, C OJeTHO-Ce-
PbIMU MICTTyTaHHBIMU JIUTIaMu. Ho el HUKTO HU4Yero He TOBOPUIT,
U ee aiid Bce He SBJISIIACh.

YTpo npoxoausio; CKOpo OHa OCTaIaCh COBCEM OfIHA, HAKOHEIT
BBIIILIA B CAJ1 M CTAJIa UT'PATh TOXE OJIHA TOJT IEPEBOM, OKOJIO Be-
panzbl. OHa Jienana BHI, YTO YCTparBaeT IBETOUYHYIO KIyMOy, U
BThIKaJ1a OOJIbIIIUE SIPKO-aJIbIC IIBETHI B MaJIEHbKUE KYUKHU 3eMJIH,
Bce Oosbllie W OoJbIle pa3apaxasich U Oopmoda cede moa HoC
BCE TO, YTO cOOMpasach CKa3aTh Cauy, BCe Te OpaHHbIE CIIOBA,
KOTOPBIMH coOmpasiach 0003BaTh ee, KOraa OHa BEPHETCS.

— CBunbst! CBunbs1! CBUHOE OTpOnbe! — TOBOpUJIa OHa, MOTO-
My YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHbEN — 3TO camoe Xy/lIiee 0CKOpo-
JIeHUe.

OHa ckpexerana 3ybamu, MOBTOPsist 3Ty ¢hpasy, KOrja yCIibl-
I1aja, YTo Ha BEpaH/Iy BHIILIA €e MaTh eIlle ¢ KeM-TO. ITO ObLI
OeJIOKYpbIil MOJIONION YeJIOBeK, U 00a OHU CTOSUIA U TOBOPWJIU
KaKMMU-TO CTPAHHBIMUA TUXUMH T'OJIOCAMH.

Mepu 3Hanma 6eIOKyporo MoJogoro 4eaoBeKa, MOXOKEro Ha
MaJIbuMKa; OHA CJIBIIIAJA, YTO OH ObLT OYeHb MOJIOAON oduiiep,
KOTOPBII HETaBHO Mpuexa U3 AHIJIMU.

JleBouka rysiesia Ha HUX 000MX, HO 0oJjiee MPUCTAIbHO TJIs-
7iea Ha CBOIO MaTb.



Ona Bceraa 1o Aenalia, Korjaa ToJbKo MPeACTaBIIsIICS CTyvaid
BUJIETH €€, IOTOMY 4TO MeM-car0 — Mepu JacTo 3BaJia ee UMeH-
HO Tak, a He WHa4e — Oblla Takasi BBICOKAsl, CTPOWHAsI, Kpacu-
Bas JlaMa M HOCHWJIA TIpeJIeCTHbIe Hapsabl. Y Hee ObLIM BOJIOCHI,
KaK BOJTHMCTBIN IIEJK, KPACUBBIN MaJIeHbKUI HOC, MPE3PUTETb-
HO B3/IEpPHYTHIN, 1 O0JbIIMe cMelonuecs riaaza. Onexaa ee Bee-
raa ObUia Jierkasi M pa3BeBalollascs U, Kak Bbpaxanach Mepu,
«TI0JTHA KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpO Ha Heli ObUTo OOJIBITIE KPYKeB, UeM BCer/a, HO IJia-
3a ee He CMEesUTICh; OHU ObUIM TaKue OOJBIINE U UCITyTaHHBIE 1
YMOJISIIOLLE [JISIAEH B JIMLIO MOJIOOTro OesIoKyporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxemu neno Ttak mioxo? Heyxenu? — ycnwiinana Mepu
ee BOIpOC.

— YkacHo! — qpoKanmM roJiocoM OTBETHJI MOJIOAOM YEJIOBEK.
— VxacHo, muccuc Jlennokc! Bel qomkHBI ObUTH yeXaTh B TOpPbI
JIBE HEJeJIM TOMY Ha3ajl.

Mewm-caub crana 1omMarh pyKH.

— O, 51 3HaM0, YTO JOJIKHA ObLTa c/IeNaTh 3T0! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA
oHa. — 51 ocranach TOJIBKO JIJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI IIOMTU HA 3TOT TITY-
eI 3BaHbIN 00en! Kak st Obuta rynal

B 31y MUHYTY 13 IOMeIleHHs CIIYT pa3Jalicsl TAaKOM IPOMKUI
BOILIb, YTO OHA YXBaTWJIACh 3a PyKY MOJIOZIOTO YesloBeKa, a Me-
pY 3a/1poXkaja c rojioBsl 10 HoOr. Boruib craHoBUICS Bee Oosee
JUKUM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3T0? — npoienTaia MUCCUC JIEHHOKC.

— Kro-T1O0 ym™mep, — oreeTmit Mmonogou ogpuuep. — Bol He roBo-



UM, YTO OOJIE3HB MOSBUIACH CPE/IM BAIlIUX CITyT!

— 41 He 3HaNa! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia MeM-cau0. — O, moiaemMre co
MHOH, TMOUIEMTE CO MHOM !

Ona noBepHyJach 1 yoexana B JJOM.

[Tocne 3TOr0 HaCTYIMJIO HEYTO Yyxacawllee, 1 Mepu crajio
SICHO, TIOUYEMY 3TO YTPO ObLJIO TAKOE TAMHCTBEHHOE.

[NosiBuack xosepa B caMo Tsikenoi (popme, U JIIoAU yMUpa-
7, KaKk MyXu. A3 3a00s1e1a HOUblo, U CJIYTH BOIMIM B CBOMX
XMKMHAX, TOTOMY 4TO OHa TOJIbKO 4TO yMepia. Houblo ymepnu
ere Tpoe CIIYyT, a OCTaJIbHBIE B yXkace Oexanu. Bciomy maprna
MAHUKA, ¥ BO BCeX OYHraJio ObUTM YMUPAIOIIIHE.

Ha cnenyiomuii jeHb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOIM U CMATEHUs1, Mepu
cripsATaiach B AETCKOM, M Bce 3a0buM 0 Held. HuKTo He gymain o
Hell, HNKOMY OHa He ObLTa Hy’KHa, ¥ BOKPYT TTPOMCXOAMIIO HEUTO
CTpaHHOE, O YeM OHa He UMeJia TIOHSTHSI.

Yacel npoxoauiau, 1 Mepu nornepemMeHHo TO crnajia, To Iua-
kaya. OHa 3HaJIa TOJIBKO, UTO JIIOAU XBOPAJIH, U CIbIIIANA TalH-
CTBEHHBIC U MYyTaBIIINE €€ 3BYKHU.

Pa3 oHa npokpajiack B CTOJNIOBYI0, KOTOpast OKa3ajiach MyCTOH,
XOTsI Ha CTOJIE CTOSUI HEAOKOHYEHHBIN 00€/1; CTY/Ibsl U TapesiKu
UMeJN TaKOW BH, KaKk Oy[ITO UX MOCIENTHO OTOABUHYJIA B CTO-
POHY, KOTJja JIIO/I MO KaKOW-TO MPUYMHE BHE3AIMHO MOAHSIINCH
U3-3a CToJa.

Mepu noena ppyKTOB U cyxapey 1, YyBCTBYS CUJIbHYIO Kaxk-
1y, BBITIMJIA CTOSIBIIIME Ha CTOJIe cTakaH BuHA. OHO ObUIO craj-
KO€, HO JIeBOYKA HEe MOI03peBaia, UTO OHO OueHb Kperkoe. Ee



CKOPO HavaJio KJIOHUTh KO CHY, M OHa IOIIJIa 0OPaTHO B JIETCKYIO
¥ OITATH 3amepliach TaM, UCITyTaHHAS KPUKAMU, KOTOPbIE HECJTUCh
U3 XVDKHMH, U 3ByKaMH TOPOILIMBBIX 1IaroB. BUHO HarHaso Ha Hee
TAaKOM COH, YTO IJIa3a ee 3aKPbUTUCh IIOMKMMO €€ BOJIM; OHa Jieria
Ha MOCTeJIb U TOUHO MOTepsijia CO3HAHMUE.

OdeHb MHOTOE TIPOU3OIILIO 32 Te JIOJTHe Yachl, UTO OHA CriaJia
TaKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U ee He pa30y/Ivid HU BOIUIU, HU IIIyM B
OyHIaJso, IJie YTO-TO BHOCHJIA Y BHIHOCHJIH.

Koria oHa mpocHyJ1ach, TO POOJIKaIa Jie)KaTh HEMOIBHIKHO,
MPUCTAJTBHO TSI Ha CTeHy. B jome Oblia oTHeHIas TUIHA;
OHa He MOMHMJIA, YTOOBI KOrJa-T100 Mpesk/ie B HEM IapuJyIo Ta-
koe Oe3monBre. OHa He CIblIaia HU TOJIOCOB, HU IIIaroB | JIy-
MaJia O TOM, BCE JIM YK€ BBI3JIOPOBEJIM OT XOJIEPhl M MPOIIUIA JIN
Oena.

Jlymana oHa u O TOM, KTO Teriepb OyJIeT yXaXuBaTh 3a HEl,
BeJlb ee aid ymepia! BeposiTHO, OyjeT HOBasl aiid, U OHa, OBbITh
MOXeT, OyJIeT paccKa3biBaTh HOBbIE CKa3KHU; CTaphle CKa3KU yKe
JOCTaTO4HO Hajzoenu Mepu.

OHa He IJ1aKkaia 0 TOM, 4To yMepJia ee HsaHbka. OHa He Oblia
JOOSAIMM peOEeHKOM U HUKOT/Ia HM K KOMY He Obllla 0COOEHHO
NpYBs3aHa.

[IIym, 6eroTHSs1, BOIUIM IO YMEPIIUM OT XOJIePhl — BCE 3TO HC-
nyrajo ee, ¥, KpoMe TOro, oHa Obljla O4eHb CEPIIUTa, IOTOMY YTO
HUKTO HE BCIIOMHHJI, YTO OHA MBa. Bce Tak 00e3ymesu oT yka-
ca, YTO HUKTO He MOIyMaJl O IEBOUYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JIOOMJL.

Korpa monu 3aboneBayiv Xonepoi, OHU, Ka3aJloch, HE MOIJIA



IyMaTh HU O KOM, Kpome ceOst camux. Ho ecii Bce omsiTh BbI-
3I0POBEJH, TO, KOHEUHO, KTO-HUOY/Ib TOIKEH ObLUT BCTIOMHUTD O
HEH U OTBICKATh €€.

Ho HUKTO He nmpuxoaui, U OHa BCe Jiexana U Kaaja, u B J10-
Me, Ka3aJloch, CTAHOBWJIOCH Bce THile U Tuiie. OHa ycIblmana
KaKOK-TO IIOPOX HA IMHOBKE M KOT/1a B3IJVISIHY/IA HA TOJ, TO YBU-
Jesia MJIEHbKYIO 3MEHNKY, CKOJIb3UBIIIYIO IO TIOTY U [JISIIEBIIYIO
Ha Hee MOXOKMMHU Ha JIparolieHHble KaMHU IJ1a3aMU.

Mepu He ucmyrajiack: 310 ObUIO OE3BpPEeAHOE MaJIEHBKOE CY-
HIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYEro HE MOIJIO €M CHeNaTh. 3MerKa, Ka3a-
JIOCh, TOPOIIMJIACh BHIOPAThCS N3 KOMHATHI, 1 MepH BUje/a, Kak
OHAa CKOJIb3HYJIA MO IBEPb.

— Kak crpanHo u tTuxo! — ckazana Mepu. — Kak O6yaro B tome
HUKOI'O HET, KPOME MEH$ J1a 3MEUKH.

[TouTtu B Ty e MUHYTY OHa yCJIbIXaja Iark B cajay, a MoToM
Ha BepaHje. ITo ObLIM MYXKCKHUE IIarv: MyKYMHbI BOIIUIM B IOM
¥ O YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBOpwiid. HUKTO He BHIIIEN UM HAaBCTpeuy,
HUKTO HE 3arOBOPWJI C HUMU; OHHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTKPbIBAIU ABEPU
Y 3arISAbIBAIA B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe omnycromenue! — ckazan oqus rosoc. — M ata kpacu-
Basl JKEHIIMHA. .. J1a U peOCHOK, s qyMarto, Toxe! S cipiman, uro
OBbLT peOEHOK, XOTsI €ro HUKTO HUKOT/Ia He BUEI.

Kornma oHM HECKOIBKO MUHYT CITyCTSI OTKPbUIM J1B€pb, Mepu
CTOs1JIa TOCPEAN JIETCKOM, HeKpacuBasi U 371asl, HAXMYPHUB OpOBH,
MOTOMY UTO ObLIa TOJIOTHA, ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA Ce0s1 KaK-TO TTO30PHO
3a0pOIIEHHON.



[TepBbiii yenoBeK, BOMIEAIINNA B KOMHATY, ObLT BRICOKUI O(pU-
Lep, Kotoporo Mepu ofHaXIpl BUjAEIa y CBOEro OTHa. Y HEro
ObUT yCTaJIBI M 03a00YEHHBIN BUJI, HO, KOTJ]a OH YBUjIEN €€, OH
ObLIT TaK TIOPa’KeH, YTO YyTh HE OTCKOYMJI Ha3a/l.

— Bapweii! — kpukHy oH. — 3ech pedbeHok! PebeHok, onuH!
B takom mecre! boxe Mo, 1a KTO OHa Takas?

— 4 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKa3aja JIEBOYKA, BBIIPAM-
JIS15Ch BO BeCh POCT. YeJIoBeK 3TOT MOKAa3aJICs el OueHb rpyobIM,
MOTOMY YTO Ha3BaJ JIOM €€ OTIa «TaKUM MeCTOM». — §l ycHy-
J1a, KOrjia Bce ObLT OOJIbHBI XOJIEPOM, U TOJIBKO UTO MTPOCHYJIACH.
OTyero HUKTO HE MIPUXOAUT?

— D70 TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOrIA He Buaen! —
BOCKJIMKHYJT odutiep, oOpalasich K CBoeMy CyTHUKY. — O Heid
Ha caMoM jiesie Bce 3a0butn!

— [Touemy 060 MHe 3a0bUTH? — cripocuiia Mepu, Tomasi HOrow.
— IloueMy HUKTO HE IPUXOAUT?

Mornonoii 4yesioBeKk, KOTOporo 3Bajv bapHel, rpycTtHo To-
CMOTpeJ Ha Hee. MepH Jjake MoKa3anoch, YTO OH MUTHYJI I71a3a-
MU, TOYHO CMaxXuBas CJesy.

— bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy npuiiTii: HUKOTO
HE OCTaJIOCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM U HEOXHJIAHHBIM 00pa3omM Mepu y3Haia,
YTO y Hee He OCTaJIOCh HU OTIIa, HU MaTepH, YTO OHU yMepJiu 1
ObLITM yBE3€HbI HOYBIO U UTO T€ TY3€MHbIE CIIyT'H, KOTOpbIE OCTa-
JIUCh B KMBbIX, OCHEUTHO MOKUHYJIM IOM U HUKTO U3 HUX JaKe
HE BCTIOMHIJI, YTO Y HUX OblTa Muccu-can0. [loatomy-To B nome



OBUIO TaK TUXO; B HEM AEHCTBUTEILHO HUKOTO OOJIBIIIE HE OBLIO,
KpoMe camord MepH 1a MaJIeHbKOM 3MEUKHU.



I'nasa 11

Mepu nmoOUIa U30aM TIAIEeTh Ha CBOI0 MaTh M CUMTAJIa ee
OUeHb KPacHUBOM; HO TaK KaKk OHAa OYeHb MaJIoO 3HaJja ee, TO eJBa
JIM MOKHO OBLIO OKHUJIaTh, YTO OHA OyJIET TOCKOBATh MO Hel, KO-
IJa ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HMUYYTh HE TOCKOBAJIa MO HEW W TaK Kak Bcerjaa Oblia
yriyOsieHa B camoe cebs1, TO €€ IIOMBICIIBI M TelePb, KaK OObIKHO-
BEHHO, OBLIT cOCpeOoTOUYeHBI Ha ceOe caMoi. By oHa crapitie,
oHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OUEHb OECTMOKOMJIACH TIPH MBICIH, YTO OCTa-
JIaCh COBCEM OJIHA Ha CBETE, HO OHA ellle ObljIa OYeHb MaJla, U TaK
KaK 0 Hel Bcer/ia 3a00TUIIMCh, TO TIperoiarasia, Yro 3T0 Beeraa
OyzeT Tak.

Jlymarna oHa TOJBKO O TOM, OMAJIET JIM OHA K XOPOIINM JII0-
I5IM, KOTOpble OyIyT ¢ Hell oOpamarbcsl BeKJIMBO U BO BCEM
YCTYIaTh €M, KaK 3TO JieJlajia ee aiid U Ipyrue Ty3eMHbIe CITyXKaH-
KH.

Mepu 3HaJ1a, 9TO HE OCTAHETCSI HABCET/Ia B IOME aHTJIMIACKOTO
CBSIIIIEHHMKA, Ky/a ee B3suM B niepBoe Bpems. Eil He XxoTenoch
0CTaBaThCsl TaM. AHIJIMACKUI CBSIIIIEHHUK ObLT OCJICH, U y HEro
OBLIO MATEPO JIeTel, YyTh JIM HE OJHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIe XOIUIN B
JIOXMOTBSIX, BCET]a CCOPITUCH U TACKAJI UTPYIIIKU JPYT Y IpyTa.
Mepu HeHaBUjIela UX HEONPSITHBIA TOM M TaK JTypHO oOparia-
JIach C HUMH, YTO 4Yepe3 JIBa JHSA HUKTO He XOTeJI UrpaTh C HEl.

— Tebs oTomuTIOT AOMOM Yepe3 Heaesio, — CKa3al el OjHa-



Kbl Ba3uiib, MaTbuMK macropa, ¢ Aep3KUMH roJIyObIMHU IIa3aMU
U B3IEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOporo Mepu HeHaBujena. — Mbl Bce
OUEHb PaIbl STOMY.

— U s Toxe pana, — otBeTmia Mepu. — A rjie 3T0 Takoe «J10-
MOW» ?

— OHa He 3HaeT, re 3107 — IPEe3PUTEIBHO CKa3aJl CEMUJIETHUIN
bazwiib. — 910, KOHeUHO, AHMs. Haia 6a0yika sxuBeT Tam, 1
B IPOIIJIOM TOfly Ty/a Mocnanu cectpy Mabenb. A Thl roeerb
He K 0alyiike; y TeOst ee HeT. Thl OeIelb K CBOeMYy JIsifie; ero
30ByT MucTep ApunOanba Kpasen.

— 4l HUKOrJa MPO HEro He cibixaja, — orpei3Hyaack Mepu.

— 41 3Hat0, YTO He cibIxana, — OTBETHI Ba3uiib, — Thl HUUETo He
3Haelb. JIeBOUku OOBIKHOBEHHO HUYEro HE 3HAIOT. S CIibliall,
KaK Mara ¥ Mama roBOpui mpo Hero. OH *KUBET B TPOMaJHOM
3a0pOIIIEHHOM CTapoOM JIOME B JIepEBHE, U HUKTO K HEMY HE XO-
aut. OH Takoi CEpAUTHIH, UTO HUKOTO K cebe He MycKaeT, a ec-
7w ObI ¥ TYCTHJI, TO HUKTO Obl He Tipuiien. OH ropOyH U cTpaii-
HBIN-CTPALLIHBIN.

— 51 TeGe He Beplo, — ckazania Mepu, OTBEPHYBIIIUCH OT HErO
¥ 3aThIKasl yIIM Majibl[aMU, TOTOMY YTO He XoTesa OoJIbIIe Cily-
IIaTbh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku 0ueHb MHOTO JlyMaJia 00 3TOM; a KOT1a MFIC-
cuc Kpoydopn B TOT ke Beuep ckazasia ei, 4To yepe3 HECKOIb-
KO JJHE OHa moesieT B AHIIMIO K cBoeMy sinie, Muctepy Kpase-
HY, KOTOPBIN KXW B MuccenbTyaut-MaHope, y Hee ObLT Takon
yIPSIMO-PAaBHOAYIIHBINA, TOUHO OKAMEHENbIA BUI, IO9TOMY OHU



HE 3HaJIM, YTO O Hel M noaymarb. OHM MbITATUCh PUIACKATh
ee, HO OHa OTBEpHYJIAck, Koraa muccuc Kpoydopn xorena nore-
JIOBaTh €e, ¥ YOIOPHO BBIIpsMUIIACh, Koraa mucrep Kpoydopa
NoTpenas ee 1o IJeyvy.

— OHa Takoll HEeKpacuBBIN peOEHOK, — cKa3alia 1Mocje TOro
muccuc Kpoydopn ToHOM coxaneHusi. — A MaTh ee OblTa Tak
KpacuBa! I MaHepsl y Hee ObLIM Takue MuJjble, a Mepu camblii
HETIPUATHBIA PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTo s KOrjaa-imdo BuUaena.

— BBITh MOXeT, eciiu Obl ee MaTh Moyvaile MosBISUIACh B JIET-
CKOH, CO CBOMM KPaCHBbIM JIMLIOM U MWJIBIMUA MaHepamu, Mepu
TOXE MOIJ1a Obl IEPEHSATh ITU MaHephl. | pycTHO Tenepb BCIOMMU-
HaTh, Korja OeiHasl KpacaBulia yke yMmepia, O4eHb MHOTHE BO-
BCE HE 3HAJIU, YTO Y Hee ObLT peOeHOK !

— OHa, Kaxercsi, HUKOIZA HE B3IVIsSHYJA Ha Hee, — B3JI0X-
Hysna muccuc Kpoydopa. — Korna ee ails ymepna, HUKTO U He
BCIOMHMJ 0 Kpotike. [Togymait Tonbko: Bce cliyru pa30exanuch
Y OCTaBWIU €€ OfHYy B IyctoM aome. [lToskoBHuK Mak-I"pro ro-
BOPHJI MHE, YTO OBUT IOPakKeH, KOrJa OTBOPWII JBEPh W YBHUIET
€€ COBEpILIEHHO OJIHY MOCPe/Id KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems ponroro nepeeszna B AHmMio Mepu Haxoouiach
MO/l MPUCMOTPOM KE€Hbl OJHOTO OpUliepa, KOTOpasi Be3ja Tyna
CBOMX JieTeld, YTOOBI TOMECTHUTH MX B MaHCHOH. OHa Obli1a OYeHb
3aHsATa COOCTBEHHBIMH JIETBMH Y OY€Hb PaJoBaIach, KOTa cia-
Ja Mepu xeHiuHe, kotopyto muctep KpaseH Boiciian B JIOHIOH
BCTPETUTD €€.

JKeHnyHa 3Ta CIyKUjIa 9KOHOMKOM B MuccenbTysut-MaHo-



pe, 1 3By ee Muccuc Meok. OHa Obl1a OYeHb TOJHAS, C Py-
MSIHBIMU [IEKAMU U 30PKUMU YEPHBIMU [JIA3AMH.

OHa oyeHb He MOoHpaBwiIach MepH; HO Tak Kak Mepu penko
KTO-JTMO0 HPaBUJICS, TO B 9TOM He ObLIIO HUYETO YIUBUTEIBLHOTO;
KpOMe TOro, ObLIIO OYEBUHO, YTO MHUCCHC MeIOK TOXe HEBbI-
COKOrO MHEHHS O JEBOUKE.

— DKas OHa HEKpacuBas! — ckazaja oHa. — A Mbl BE/lb CJIbIIIIA-
7, 9TO ee MaTh Obl1a KpacaBuiia. OHa, Kak BUAHO, KPACOTHI-TO
€l B HaCJIeICTBO HE OCTaBWJIa, HE TaK Jin?

— OHa, OBITh MOXET, IIEPEeMEHHTCSI, KOT/Ia TIOPacTeT, — J00-
POIYITHO cKa3aa xkeHa odwuriepa. — Eciiu Obl OHa He OblIa Takast
KeJTasi U BhIpakeHHe Jiia ee ObUIo Obl MOJACKOBEW. A 4epThl
Jmua y Hee xopoiuue. JIety Beap Tak MEHSIOTCA !

— Ei1 npuaercs u3aMeHUTbCs BO MHOTOM, — OTBETHJIA MUCCUC
Mensok. — A B MuccenbTyauTe HET HUYEro Takoro, 4YTo MOIJIO
Obl U3MEHUTH peOeHKa K JIydIlleMy, €CJI Bbl CTPOCUTE MeHs1!

Ob6e onu gymanu, yto Mepu He CIyIIaeT, MOTOMY YTO OHa
CTOsIJIa HECKOJIBKO MOOJaJb, Y OKHA OTEJIs], IJI€ OHU OCTaHOBHU-
nvck. OHa CMOTpesia Ha IPOXOKKX, Ha TIPOE3KaBIIUEe OMHUOYCHI
¥ K30bI, HO CIIBIIIAIA BECh PA3rOBOP; B HEM MPOCHYJIOCH JII000-
IIBITCTBO TI0 OTHOIIEHUIO K Asifie ¥ ero kuuiry. Yro 1o ObuI 32
JIOM ¥ Ha 4TO OH ObUT Moxox? Yto Takoe ropOyH? OHa HUKOTAA
He BUJIaj1a ropOyHa; ObITh MOXeT, X B VIHauu BoBce He ObLIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa CTajia XUTb B UYXKHX JIOMax U y HEe He
OBbLIO aiid, OHA CTasla YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl OIMHOKOM, M B TOJIOBY
€l IPUXOAWIY CTPAHHBIE, COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIE [ HEE MBICIIH.



Ona gymarna o TOM, IOYeMy 3TO OHA Bceraa Oblila «HUYbsI»,
Jlake KOrja ee OTell U MaTh ObUIH JKUBHI. [[pyrue netm «mpuHa-
JieKai» CBOUM OTIIAM U MaTepsiM, OHa ke, Ka3aJioch, Oblia BceM
qyskas. Y Hee ObLIM CIIyTd, OblIa MUINA U OJIEK/Aa, HO HUKOMY He
ObL10 /10 Hee fenia. OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO MPUIMHOKN 3TOro OBLIO TO,
4TO OHA — OYECHb HEMPUSATHBIA peOEHOK; caMO COOOM pazymeeT-
cs1, UYTO OHA He 3HaJIa, Kakas oHa HempusiTHas. OHa 4acTo HaXo-
JWJIA, 4TO JPYyTHUE JIIOAW OUYEHb HETIPUATHBI, HO HE MOA03peBaa,
YTO OHa caMa TaKOBa.

Ona cumrana muccuc Meajiok camoil HEMPUSITHON OCOOOM,
KOTOPYIO KOrJa-1udo0 BUJENA, C ee TPYyObIM PyMSIHBIM JIULIOM U
Oe3BKyCcHOW BbIYYpHOH muisnon. Ha cremyronmii neHb, korma
oHN yeskam B Vopkimmp, Mepu 1uia no miaropMme K BaroHy
C BBICOKO TMOJHATOU TOJIOBOM, CTApasCh JEPKATbCS KaK MOXHO
JaJIbIlie OT Hee, Kak Oy[ITO COBCEM He «IpuHajexana» ei. OHa
Obl OUEHb paccepauiiach, €CJIM Obl y3HAJA, YTO JIOAU TPUHUMAIOT
ee 3a JoYb MUuccuc Meiok.

Ho muccuc Memmok ouens Mano oOpaiaia BHUIMaHUS M Ha
camoe Mepu, u Ha To, 4TO OHa aymaia. Eil BoBce He XOTenoch
exatb B JIOHIIOH, Kak pa3 Koraa Obuia cBafbOa ee TIeMsTHHUIIBI,
HO y Hee ObUIO YIOOHOE, BHITOTHOE MECTO SKOHOMKHU B Mucceb-
Ty2UT-MB3HOpe, U yIep&KaTh 3TO MECTO 3a COOO OHA MOTJIA TOJTb-
KO Jienasi 1o, uto muctep KpaseHn nmpukasbiBasi. OHa He cMmena
JlaKe 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCOB.

— Kanmran JIeHHOKC M €ro ’keHa yMepJv OT XOJIEpPhL, — CKa3aJl
en mucrep KpaBeH CBOMM XOJIOIHBIM JIAKOHUYECKUM TOHOM. —



Kanuran JleHHOKC ObUT OpaToM MOEH JKeHBI, U s OTIEKYH €ro JI0-
yepu. JleBOuKy npuBe3yT crofa. Bel goikHBI ToexaTtsh B JIOHAOH
Y CaMHU ITPUBE3TH €€.

U oHa ynoxuna cBOil HEOOJBINION YeMOJaH U OTIIPaBUJIACH B
MyTh.

Mepu cujnena B yrily BaroHa, HEKpacuBasi, ¢ Kalpyu3HbIM Bbl-
paxenueMm ymia. Eif Heuero ObUIO YnTaTh, HE HA YTO OBLIO CMOT-
pEeThb, M OHA CUJIENA, CJIOKUB Ha KOJICHSIX CBOM MAJIEHbKUE PYKHU
B UEpHBIX NepuaTkax. biarogapst yepHOMY IUIaThIO OHA Ka3asach
€IlIe JKEJITeE, YEM BCEra, ¥ €€ PEJKHUE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH TOPYAIN
U3-T10J] YEPHOU KPETIOBOU HNUIANKHU.

«Hukorna B )u3HM He BUJbIBAIA peOEHKA C TAKUM Karpus-
HBbIM BUJIOM», — oAyMaJia Muccuc Meaiok. OHa HUKOTja He BU-
nena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIA cujiest Obl TaK HEMOJIBUKHO, HUYETO He
nenas. Hakonen e Hagoeno cmotpers Ha Mepu, 1 OHa 3aroBo-
pusia ObICTPO U PE3KO.

— IMo-moemy, Hao Tebe pacckazaTh KOe-4To O TOM, KyAa Thl
eJIelllb, — CKa3ajia OHa. — 3Haelllb Thl YTO-HUOY/Ib O CBOEM Jsife?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu.

— Thl HUKOTIA HE CIIbIIIAIA, YTO TBOU POAUTEIN TOBOPUIU O
HeM?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu, HaxmypuBimcs. OHa HaAXMypHUJIach
IIOTOMY, YTO BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO €€ OTELl U MaThb HUKOI/Ia HE TOBO-
pUIM C Hell 0 YeM-HUOY/Ib ONpeJesIeHHOM U HUKOI/IA HU O YeM
el He pacCKa3bIBAJIM.

— I'M... T™M... — npoBOpUasia MUCCUC MeIJIOK, MPUCTAIILHO



IS Ha CTpaHHOe OeccTpacTHoe JTUIMKO. OHa HECKOJIBKO ce-
KYH/I MOJIYajia, HO IOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOPUIIA.

— Hazo teGe Bce-Taku KOe-4TO paccKazarhb, 4TOObI TeOs MOJI-
rOTOBUTL. ThI €JIe1llb B OYEHb CTPAHHOE MECTO.

Mepu HMUEro He CKa3aa, U ee sIBHOE PaBHOIYIINE HECKOJb-
KO 03a/1a4iJI0 MUCCUC MeJIOK, HO, IEPEIOXHYB, OHA CTajia Ipo-
JIOJIKaTh:

— Heudero ckazaTh, MOMeCThe€ rPOMaIHOE, HO Mpa4yHOE, U MU-
crep KpaBeH oueHb ropautcst UM. .. mo-coemy. [Jom ObLT BbI-
CTPOEH IIECTBCOT JIET TOMY Ha3a/l, Ha Kpalo CTeNH, U B HEM IO-
YTU CTO KOMHAT, XOTs1 OOJIBIIIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3arepThl. A B HUX U
KapTHHBI, U KpacuBasi cTapuHHast MeOellb, U BCAKUE JIpyTue Be-
IIU. .. ¥ BCE ITO CTOUT TaM IIeJIble BEKa; BOKPYT I0Ma POMa/IHbIN
NapK, U cajipl, U IEPEBbs, BETBU KOTOPBIX JOCTAIOT 10 3€MJIA. —
OHa oCcTaHOBWJIACh U OMSITh B3/IOXHYJA. — A OoJIbllie HUYero, —
HEOXUJAHHO 3aKOHYMJIA OHA.

Mepu HEeBOJIbHO Havasia MpUCIymmBarhesi. Bee 310 ObUIO Tak
He noxoxe Ha MHauio, a Bce HOBOe Beeraa npusiiekaio ee. Ho
OHA HEe HaMepeBasach MOKa3bIBaTh, YTO €€ ITO UHTEPECYET. DTO
OblIa OfIHA U3 €€ HeCYACTHBIX, HEMPUATHBIX MPUBBIYEK.

OHna cupgeia Morya.

— Hy, urto Tl gymaernib 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIIPOCHJIA MHCCHC
Memiok.

— Huyero, — otBeTwia oHa. — $I HUYEro He 3HaI0 MPO TaKue
MecTa.

DTO 3aCTaBWIO MHUCCUC MEUIOK paccMesATbCsl KOPOTKUM



CMEIITKOM.

— Jla THI IOXOXa Ha CTapyXy, — CKa3aja oHa. — Pa3Be Te0s 310
He OECIIOKOUT?

— D70 BCe paBHO, OECIIOKOUT WM HET, — OTBETWIa Mepu.

— Hy 181, noxanyi, rnpasa, — ckazajia MUccuc MeJjiok, — 3To
Bce paBHO. [louemy nMeHHO TeOs1 Ha/lO JiepkaTh B MuccenbTy-
9UiT-M>3HOpe, 5 He 3Hal0, pa3Be TOJIBKO IOTOMY, UTO 3TO yI0OHee
Bcero. OH He OyzieT To0O0i OUeHb 3aHMMAThCS, 3TO-TO BEPHO, OH
HUKOITIA 1 HUKEM HE 3aHUMAaeTCs.

OnHa BIpyr OCTaHOBWJIACh, KaKk OyATO BOBpPEeMsI BCIIOMHUB O
YEM-TO.

— ¥ Hero crivHa KpuBasi, — CKazajia OHa. — JTO ero UCTIOPTHUIIO.
OH ObUT YTPIOMBII YeJIOBEK U He TIOJIb30BAJICSI HU CBOUMHU JICHb-
raMH, HA CBOMM IIOMECTbEM, IIOKA HE JKEHUJICS.

Barisin Mepu ocTaHOBWIICS HA HEl, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE ee HaMe-
peHus He BbIKa3biBaTh MHTepeca. OHa HUKOTJA He Aymasia, uTo
ropOyH MOXET KeHUTbCsI, ¥ OblJIa HECKOJIBKO yauBJieHa. Muccrc
MenJiok 3aMeTrIa 3TO, U TaK KaK OHa Oblia O4YeHb OOIT/IMBA, TO
poaoyIKaia ¢ OOJBIIMM OXUBJIeHUEeM. Bo BeskoM citydae, 310
OBbLI CIOCOO YOUTH BpeMs.

— Ona Obl1a Takast MUJIasi, KpacuBasi, 1 OH rOTOB ObLT OOOWTH
BCIO 3eMJTIO, YTOOBI IOCTAaTh €l ake OBUIMHKY, KOTOPYIO i XO-
Tesock. .. Korjga ona ymepna. ...

Mepu HEBOJIBHO B3/IpOTHYJIA.

— O, Tak oHa ymepia! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OHAa MIOYTU MPOTUB BO-
ym. OHa TOJIBKO YTO BCTIOMHMJIA, YTO KOT/Ia-TO YMTasIa (DpaHIry3-



CKYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW TOBOPUJIOCH O OeIHOM ropOyHe U Tpe-
KPaCHOM MPUHIIECCE, U €1 BAPYT CTalo kajlab MucTepa KpaBeHa.

— Hla, oHa ymepna, — oTBeTMI1a MUccUC MeJIoK, — U € TeX Mop
OH crau elnie 6osnee crpanHbIM. OH HUKeM He uHTepecyetcsi. OH
He XoueT BujeTh moeil. OH 1o OoJbIel YacTh B pa3be3ax, a
Korga oH B MuccenbTysuTe, TO 3aupaeTcs B 3aNaHOM (oinresie
¥ He TyCKaeT K ceOe HuKoro, kpome [Tuyepa. [Tiuuep yxe crapuk,
HO OH XO/IWJI 32 HUM, KOTJIa OH ObLI ellle peOeHKOM, U 3HaeT Bce
€ro MPUBBIYKHU.

Bce 310 04YeHb moxoske ObLIO Ha pacCcKas U3 KHIKKHY U HE 0CO-
6eHHO oboapuiio Mepu. [IoM ¢ COTHEI0 KOMHAT, ABEPH KOTOPBIX
3arepThl, JIOM Ha Kpalo CTeNH — YTO Obl 3TO HU 3HAYMIIO, BO BCEM
9TOM OBUIO YTO-TO MpauHoe. M JesioBek ¢ KpUBOM CITMHOM, KO-
TOPBIM TOXE 3anupaercs!

Mepu riisiziesia B OKHO, Kperko cxaB ryosl. Eif kazanoch B no-
psIlIKe Belllel, YTO BAPYT XJIbIHYJIM KOChIE cepble OTOKHU IOk s,
y/apsisi B OKOHHBIE CTEeKJIa U cTeKas 1o HuM... Ecium Obl Kpacu-
Bas keHa mucTepa KpaBeHa Obuia x¥Ba, OHa MOTJIa Obl O)KUBUTD
MpayYHBII IOM, KaK ee MaTh: oHa Oerasa Obl Ty/1a U CIofa, e3/Ir1a
Obl B TOCTH, KaK OHa, B IJIaThsiX ¢ KpyxkeBamu. Ho ee yxe 00sb-
11e He ObLIO.

— Tol He nymaii, yto yBuauuIb MucTepa KpaBeHa, — ckazana
muccuc MeUiok, — IecSITh IIAHCOB MPOTUB OJHOTO, YTO HE YBU-
avinb. U He ymaid, yTo KTo-HUOYb B IOME CTaHET ¢ TOOOH Be-
CTH pa3roBophl. Thl TOKHA OyJIeIb UTPaTh U caMa ceOsl 3aHH-
Mmath. Tebe CKaxyT, B Kakue KOMHATHI TeOe MOKHO XOUTDb U B



Kakue Hesb3s... CafoB 3/1ech JOBOJIBHO, HO, KOT/Ia ThI Oy/elllb B
JOMe, He 1IaTaicsa U He 3ariaapBai nosciogy. Mucrep Kpssen
9TOTO He JIIOOUT.

— 51 1 He 3ax0uy MITH 3aITIAAbIBATH TOBCIOAY, — KMCJIO CKa3a-
Ja Mepu, U Tak ke BHE3aIHO, KaK B HEW MOSABUJIACH KAJIOCTh K
mucrepy Kpaseny, xanocTts 3Ta ncyessa; OHa IogyMasa, 4ro Ta-
KO HETIPUATHBIM YEJIOBEK 3aCy’KMBAET BCETO TOrO, YTO C HUM
CIIyYMJIOCH.

Ona 00epHyach JIMIIOM K MOKPbIM OKHaM M CTajla CMOTPETb
Ha cepble NOTOKM JOXK[s, KOTOPBIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, HUKOIZIA HE MOT
NIEPEeCTaTh; CMOTpPEJa OHA TAK JOJTO M MPUCTAIBHO, YTO CEphIM
LBET CTaJl CryLIaThCs MPeJ €€ I71a3aMU; U OHA CKOPO YCHYJIA.



I'nasa II1

OHa cniasia A0/rO, ¥, KOrjaa MpocHyJIach, MUCCUC MeIoK Ky-
M1JIa Ha OIHOM CTaHIIMM KOP3MHKY C 3aKyCKOH, U OHU TOEU
XOJIOHHOTO Msica, XJjieba ¢ MacjioM M HAIUJIMCh TOPSUYETo Yalo.
JloX b CTaJI ene CUIIbHEE, M Ha CTAaHLIMU BCE XOAWIM B MOKPBIX
OJIecTAIMX HEMPOMOKaeMbIX Tuiamax. KoHaykTop 3axer B Baro-
HE JIaMIIbl, U MUCCUC MeJIOK OYeHb OJKUBUJIACh Oarofaps 4aio
U 3aKycke. Ena oHa o4eHb MHOI'O U MOTOM cama TOXeE YCHYJIA;
a Mepu cuzena, cMOTpena, Kak Iuisna Muccuc Mejok casura-
Jlach HaOOK, TIOKA OMNSATh HE YCHYJIA B YIJIy BaroHa, yoaloKaHHasI
CTYKOM JOX/]1s1 B OKHO.

Korna ona mpocHynach, ObUTO yke J0BOJBHO TeMHO. [loe3n
CTOSUT y CTaHILIMK, U MUCCUC MeUIOK BCTpsAXMBaJIa €e.

— W ycHyna xe 1h1! — ckazana oHa. — [Topa OTKpbITh [1a3a. 1O
cranuus TysuT, 1 HaM ellle JOJro NPUAETCs exaTh Ha JIOMIAsIX.

Mepu Bctasa, crapasich AepXkarb IJlaza OTKPBITHIMH, IMOKa
muccuc Memok coOupana cBou CBepTKH. [leBouka He BbI3Ba-
Jlach IOMOYb €, MOTOMY 4YTO B VIHAWM Ty3eMHbIE CIIyTH BCEraa
MOABIMAJIM ¥ HOCWJIM BCE, Y CYMTAJIOCh BITOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM,
YTOOBI OJTHU JIFOAM MTPUCTYKUBATIN IPYTHM.

Crannus Oblia MaJieHbKasi, U, KpOMe HUX, HA HEll HUKTO He
BBIILIEN U3 BaroHa. Bosze miatdopmsl CTos sKunax, 1 Mepu
Cpasy yBHJIENA, YTO SKHUIAK ObLT IET0IeBaThIi; TAKOW Ke IEero-
JIeBaThIN Jlaken noacaauni ee. Koria oH 3axJ10mHys IBepILy, BCKO-



YMJI Ha KO3JIBl PAAOM C KyYEpOM M OHU TPOHYJIMCh, Mepu ouy-
THJIACh B YIOTHOM YIJTy SKHIIaKa C MATKOW OOMBKOM, HO CTIaTh e
yXk OOJIbLIE HE XOTEJIOCh.

Ona cujena u ¢ JI0OONbITCTBOM CMOTpEJIa B OKHO: €l OueHb
XOTEJIOCh YBUJIETh YTO-HUOY/Ib HA JOPOTe, TI0 KOTOPOY €€ BE3JIH B
9TO CTPaHHOE MECTO, O KAaKOM e roBopwuia Muccuc Meok. Ona
He Obl1a poOKOIA OT MPUPOJIBI U TENEePb HE OCOOEHHO Myraach. ..
HO MaJIO JIX YTO MOXET CIYYUTBCS B JOME C COTHEW KOMHAT, KO-
TOpBIE MIOYTH BCE 3alIEpPThl, B IOME, CTOSAIIEM Ha Kpako CTeIu?

— YT0 TaKoe crens? — BHE3AIHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA MUCCHC Men-
JIOK.

— A TbI BHIVIAHM B OKHO MUHYT 4epe3 JeCATb U TOrja yBU-
JMIIb, — OTBETWJIA Ta. — Ham elne npuzercs npoexars NATh MUIb,
npeske 4yeM Mbl Jjodepemcsl A0 Joma. MHOro Teneps He YBU-
JWIIb, TOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHAsI, HO YTO-HUOY/Ib BCE-TaKN MOK-
HO Pa3[IsAJeTh.

Mepu He 3a1aBasia OOJIbIIIE HUKAKMX BOMPOCOB, a CUAENA U
KJaJla B CBOEM TEMHOM YITIy, YCTPEMHUB IIa3a HA OKHO. PoHa-
pU KapeTsl Opocasiy JIyur CBeTa Ha HEOOJIBIIIOE pacCTOsSTHYE BIe-
ped... u nepes Mepu menbkanu Buabl goporu. Korga oHu Bbl-
€XaJlv CO CTaHLMU, TO IPOEXaJIM KPOXOTHYIO IEPEBEHBKY, 1 Me-
pY BHJETIa BhIOSICHHBIE KOTTEeIKH U (DOHAPH TABEPHBI.

[loroM OHUM Npoexayii MMUMO LIEPKBU U JOMa CBAILLIECHHHUKA,
IpoeXxaji MUMO OCBEIIIEHHOI'O OKHA JIABKH, I/1e ObLIM BbICTaBIIE-
HBI JU1S1 IPOAAKU UTPYILKH, CJIACTH U eIlle KOe-KaKue TOBaphl, U
HAKOHELl BHIEXaJIX Ha ITPOE3KYIO 10pory, rae Mepu Buaena Tosb-



KO JIepeBbsi U u3ropoau. Ilocsae 3Toro oueHs 10aroe BpeMsi HU-
9ero Apyroro He OBUIO BHIHO.

Hakoner jiomaay nomnui MejieHHee, TOUYHO MOABIMASICh B IO-
PY, ¥ CKOPO MCYE3JIH JIaXke IEPEBbs1 U U3ropoau. Mepu HUJero He
MoTrJIa BUJIETh, TAK KaK BOKPYT OblIa HeripoHuiiaemas Thma. OHa
HAKJIOHWIACh BIIEpPE]l U MPUKaIACh JIMIIOM K OKHY, KaKk BAPYT
KapeTy CUJIbHO TPSXHYJIO.

— Bor tenepp Mbl B crenu, — ckazaia muccuc Memsok. ®o-
HApH KapeTbl OpOCcaii KENTHIN CBET HA HEPOBHYIO IOPOTY, KO-
TOpasi, Ka3ajock, MpoJieraja Mexay KyCTOB U HU3KUX PACTEHUU,
YXOIMBIIHUX Ky/Ia-TO B HEOOBSATHOE TEMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OKPY-
’aBillee X co Bcex ctopoH. [TogpiMasics Betep, B IMKOM BOE KO-
TOPOTO CJIBIIIAJIUCH CTPAHHBIE HU3KUE IIETECTSIUE 3BYKH.

— 3710... 9T0 Beap He Mope? — ckazana Mepu, 0OepHYBIIHCH
Y V151151 Ha CBOIO CITyTHHILY.

— Her, He Mope, — oTBeTH/1a MUccUC MeJioK, — U 3TO He TOo-
Jisl K HE TOPHI, a IPOCTO 1IeJIble MUJIA TUKOW 3eMJI, HA KOTOPOU
HUYEro He pacTeT, KpOMe BEPECKa, JpOKa U TEPHOBHUKA, U T1IE
BOJSITCS TOJIBKO JUKUE TIOHU /14 OBIIBI.

— A MHe KaxkeTcsl, YTO 3TO ObUIO ObI TTOXOKE Ha MOpe, €Clii
0 371ech OblIa Bosia, — ckazana Mepu. — Bot Terneps 310 nymur,
TOYHO MOpE.

— ITO BeTep BOET B KycTax, — cKkazayia muccuc Mejok. — [o-
MOEMY, 3TO TUKOE, yCTHIHHOE MECTO, XOTS OHO MHOTUM Hpa-
BUTCSI, OCOOCHHO KOTI/Ia IIBETET BEPECK.

OnHu Bce exayiv BHepel B TIIyOOKOUW ThMe; JIOK/Ib TIepecTall,



HO BeTep MPOJOJIKal 3aBbIBAaTh TaK K€ CTPAHHO, KaK IpPek/e.
Jlopora 1uia To B ropy, TO IIOJ TOPY, U HECKOJIBKO pa3 KapeTa
npoe3kaa 1o HeOOJbIIMM MOCTUKAM, MOJ] KOTOPbIMU OBICTPO U
IIYMHO TEKJIa BOJa.

Mepu Kazanoch, 4TO 3TOMY MYTEHIECTBUIO He OyJeT KOHIIA;
LIMPOKas yrpioMasi CTeb MPEACTABIIIIACH €1 ITMPOKUM ITIPOCTO-
POM TEMHOI'O OK€aHa, Yepe3 KOTOPbIM OHA MPOe3Xkaja Mo y3Kou
TIOJIOCKE 3E€MJIU.

— MHe 310 He HpaBUTCS, — CKa3aJia OHa camon cede. — MHe 310
He HpaBUTCA. — M OHa elre Kperrye CTHCHY/Ia CBOM TOHKHE T'YOBI.

Jlomagu noppiManuck B ropy, korga Mepu BIiepBble 3aMeTH-
JIa CBET BAAJIM. 3aMeTusIa ero U Muccuc Meisiok v MpoTSAKHO, C
oOJyileryeHreM B3I0XHYIA.

— 4l Tak paza BUIETH, UTO TaM MepLAET OrOHEK! — BOCKJIMK-
HyJIa OHA. — DTO CBET B OKHE CTOPOKKHU. MBI BO BCAKOM Cllydae
MOJTYYMM 10 YalIKe Yalo, TOJIbKO MOI0KANA YYTOUKY.

[Tpunuioch NEMCTBUTENBHO MONOKIATh «UyTOUKY», KaK OHA
BBIpa3WJIach, IOTOMY 4TO KOIZIa KapeTa yke Bbexalla 3a Orpamy
napKa, UM OCTaBaJIOCh €1Ie POeXaTh OKOJIO IByX MUJIb I10 aJUIEE;
BETBU [IEPEBbEB NIOUYTU CXOAWIUCH HAJl TOJIOBOU, ¥ IPUXOAUIIOCH
€XaTh TOYHO MO JUIMHHBIM TEMHBIM CBOJIOM.

W3-nog 31010 cBOJA OHM BHIEXAJM HA JIyKAUKY U OCTAHOBU-
JICh TIpEJi OYEHDb JJIMHHBIM, HO HU3KUM JOMOM, [IOCTPOEHHBIM
BOKPYI' BBIMOIIIEHHOTO KaMHEM JBopa. MepH cHaudasa 1okasa-
JIOCh, YTO B OKHaX BOBCE He ObUIO CBETa; HO, BBHIIJISI U3 KAPEThI,
OHA YBUJEJIA, YTO B OOHOM KOMHATE B YIIIy BEPXHETO 3TaXa BUJI-



HEJICS TYCKJIbIN CBET.

Bxonnas nBepp OblTa rpoMajiHasi, ciejaHHast 13 MACCUBHBIX
OyOOBBIX JIOCOK CTPaHHOU (pOpPMBI, C OOJBIIUMU KeJE3HBIMU
I'BO3/SIMU M CKpEIUIEeHHasl MIMPOKUMHU Tojiocamu xenieza. OHa
BeJla B TPOMAJHYIO0 TEPEIHIO, KOTOpas Obljla O4YeHb TYCKJIO
OCBEIIEHA, U JIMLA TOPTPETOB HA CTEHAX U (PUTYPBI B CTAPUHHBIX
Jocnexax IMpou3BesM Ha Mepu Takoe BIeYaTJIEHUE, YTO €l He
XOTEJIOCh CMOTPETh Ha HUX.

Korna ona crosiia B 3TOM KOMHATe C KAMEHHBIM MOJIOM, TO
Ka3aJ1aCh TAKOW MaJICHbKOW CTPAaHHOM YEPHOU (PUTYPKOH U UyB-
cTBOBasla ceOsl TOXkEe KAKOU-TO MaJeHbKOH CTPaHHOM U 3a0po-
HIEHHOWU.

OKoJ10 CIyrv, OTBOPUBLIETO UM JIBEPb, CTOST €llle KAaKOU-TO
YOITOPHBIN CTapUK.

— BBl JOIKHBI OTBECTH JIEBOUKY B €€ KOMHATY, — CKa3ajl OH
XPUILIBIM rojiocoM. — OH He XoueT ee BUJeTb. OH yTpOM ye3:Kaer
B JIOHI0H.

— Ouens xopomo, mucrep [Inuep, — orBernna muccuc Men-
JIOK, — €CJT sI TOJILKO 3HAI0, YTO OT MeHsI TpedyeTcs, TO 5 YK Cy-
MEIO BCE YCTPOUTb.

— Ot Bac BOT utO Tpedyercsi, Muccuc MemJiok, — cKazaia MH-
crep [Tiuep, — 4TOOBI BB IOCTApAIUCh HE OECTIOKOUTD €0 1 UTO-
Obl OH HE BUJEJ TOTO, YEro He KeJIaeT BUAETb.

[Tocne storo Mepu JleHHOKC MOBeau BBEPX MO IIMPOKOU
JIECTHUIIE, TIOTOM MO JJMHHOMY KOPUAOPY, OMATh BBEPX IO
HeOOJIBINON JIECTHHUIIE, €Ille TT0 OJHOMY KOPHUJIOPY H ellle 10 Ofl-



HOMY; IIOTOM B CTEHE OTBOPWJIACH ABEPb, U Mepu ouyTuiach
B KOMHaTe, TJie TOMWICS KaMHUH U Ha CToJe ObUT MPUTOTOBJICH
YKHH.

— Hy, Tenepsb koHel, — GecliepeMOHHO cka3ajia Muccuc Mej-
JIOK, — 9Ta ¥ COCeJHss1 KOMHATa OTBEJEHBI TeOe; TYT Thl U JOJIK-
Ha cuziets. He 3a0bIBaii sToro!

Takum o6pazom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTysiT-MaHOD.



I'naBa IV

Y1pom Mepu OTKpbLIa I71a3a TOJABKO MOTOMY, YTO B KOMHa-
Ty BOIILIa MOJIOJIEHbKAsI CITy’)KaHKa, 4TOObI 3aTONMUTh KaMuH. OHa
CTOsUJIa Ha KOJIEHSIX BO3JIE KAMMHA, C IIyMOM BbIrpedasi U3 Hero
301y, 1 Mepu niexajia 1 cMOTpesia Ha Hee HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/I,
MOTOM CTaJjia OCMaTpuBaTh KOMHaTy. OHa HUKOIJa HE BUesa Ta-
KO KOMHAThI, KOTOpasi MoKa3asach el OueHb CTPAHHOW U Mpay-
HoM. CTeHbI ObLITN MOKPHITHI TKAHBIMU 000SIMU, Ha KOTOPBIX OBbLIT
n300paxeH JiecHoi Buj. Tam ObuM (paHTACTUYECKH Pa3ofeThie
JIOITY TIOJ] ICPEBbSIMU, a B OTAAJICHUW BUTHEJIMCh OAllTHY 3aMKa.
Tam ObLIM OXOTHUKH, JaMbl, COOAKH, JIOIaau, 1 Mepu Ka3aaoch,
YTO OHA camMa TOXe B Jiecy BMecTe ¢ HUMU. M3 riyOokoro okHa
OHA MOIJIAa BUJIETh OOIIMPHOE OTIIOTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO 3EMIIH, Ha
KOTOPOM BOBCE He OBUIO JePEBbEB M KOTOPOE OYEHb MOXOMIIO
Ha Oe3rpaHuYHOE TYCKJIO-ITypITypHOE MOpE.

— Yro 370 Takoe? — crpocusia OHa, MOKa3bIBasl MAIbIEM B OK-
HO.

Mornonenbkas ciykanka, Mapra, KOTopasi TOIbKO YTO MOHSI-
Jlach Ha HOTH, MIOCMOTpeEsia B OKHO U TOXeE yKa3aJia MabIeM.

— Bon Tam? — cnipocuiia oHa.

- Ha.

— D70 CTelb, — CKa3aJjia OHa C IMUPOKOH, JOOPOTYIITHOM YITbIO-
koil. — OHa Tebe He HpaBUTCS ?

— Her, — orBeTriia Mepu, — 51 ee HEHaBUKY.



— DTO NOTOMY, UTO Thl K HEMl HE NMPUBBIKJIA, — CKa3asla Mapra,
Ui Ha3al K KaMuHy. — Thl TyMaellb, 9To OHa CJIMIITKOM OOJTb-
mas v rosiasi? Ho oHa Tebe nmoHpaBuTCs.

— A 1ebe HpaBuTcs? — cripocuia Mepu.

— KoneuHno, — Beceno orBetwiia Mapra, BeITUpast KAMUHHYIO
pemreTky. — S moo6mo crenb. OHa BoBce He rofasi. BecHoii Tam
YyJIECHO, KOIJja IIBETET BEPECK M JAPOK; TOrAA TaM IaXHET Me-
JIOM U CTOJIBKO IPOCTOPY U BO3yXY, HEOO KaKeTCs TAKUM BBICO-
KMM-BBICOKMM! A TTY€eJIbl ¥ ’KaBOPOHKH MOKOT U KYKKaT, U IIIyM
Takou MpUATHBIA. O, 51 ObI HU 32 YTO HE MOKHUHYJIA CTeNb!

Mepu ciymasa ee ¢ Cepbe3HbIM, 033JAYEHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM
nvna. Ty3emHble clyru, K KOTOPbIM OHa MpuUBbIKIIa B THIMM, ObI-
71 BOBCE He Takue, Kak Maprta. OHu Bceraa Obl paOosIeHbI
M TI0I000CTPACTHBI M HE CMEJIM TOBOPUTH CO CBOMMH T'OCIIONIA-
MU TakK, Kak paBHble UM. OHU JIeJlayid «cajlaaM>», Ha3bIBAJIM UX
«TIOKPOBUTENSIMUA O€/IHBIX» U TOMY MOAOOHBIMU UMeHamu. VH-
JUICKOTO CIIYTy HE MPOCWIU CAeaTh TO WK JIPyroe, eMy Mpu-
KasbiBaJi. Tam He ObLIO 0OBIYAst TOBOPUTH CITYTE «ITOKATYHCTa»
u «Onarogapio», 1 Mepu Bcerja jJaBaja MoleyrHbl CBOEH aild,
korja Obl1a cepauta. OHa HEBOJIBHO MOAyMalia O TOM, YTO CJe-
nana 6p1 Mapra, eciiv Obl OHa B3IyMasia JIaTh € MOIIeYrHY.

Mapra ObU1a osTHast, pyMstHasi, TOOPOIYIITHAS HA BUJI JICBYIII-
Ka, HO B ée MaHepax ObUIO UTO-TO PeLIUTeIbHOE U cMelioe, U Me-
pY TIOlyMaJia, 4To OHa, MOXKATyi, OTBETUIa Obl TOXE MOIIEeYH-
HOM, 0COOEHHO ecyM ee yaapuiia Obl MaJieHbKasi JeBOUKA.

— Tol cTpaHHas ciykaHKa, — JOBOJIBHO BBICOKOMEPHO ITPOro-



Bopuiia Mepu ¢ noayIiex.

Mapra npricena Ha KOPTOUKH, Jiepka B pyKax INETKY, U pac-
cMesiTach 6e3 BCAKOTO MPU3HAKa THeBa.

— O, s 370 3HaI0, — cKa3zana oHa. — Ecim 6wl 30ech, B Muc-
CeJNIbTY3MTe, OblJIa HACTOAIIAS TOCIIOXKa, s1 Obl HUKOTJA HE MOT-
J7a OBITh 1aXke BTOPOI TOPHUYHOU. MeHs Obl, IOKaTy#, B3sUTH B
CYIIOMOVKH, HO HUKOIJIa He IyCTUIX Obl B BEpPXHKME KOMHATHI. 51
CJIMIIIKOM IPOCTasi ¥ FOBOpIO Mo-iopkiupcku. Ho 1ot 1om Ka-
KOW-TO CTPaHHBIN, B HEM TOYHO HU TOCMIOJIMHA, HA TOCTIOXH HET,
kpoMme muctepa [Tnuepa u muccuc Memyok. Mucrep KpaseH He
TMOOUT, YTOOBI €r0 YeM-HUOYIb OECTIOKOMIIH, KOTJa OH 3/1eCh, U
OH TIOYTH TMOCTOSIHHO B OTbe3ae. Muccuc Mensiok no godpore
CBOel Aana MHe 3To MecTo. OHa CKa3ajia MHE, YTO HUKOI/IA He
crenaia Obl 3TOTrO, ecu Obl MuUCCenbTyUT ObUT KaK JIpyrue 00-
ratble JoMa.

— A Temniepb THI Oyzelb MOsi clykaHka? — cripocuiia Mepu
BCE TEM K€ BHICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM, K KOTOPOMY OHa MPHUBbIKJIA
B Ungun.

Mapra onsATh Havajaa YMCTUTh PEIETKY.

— I cnyxaHka Muccuc MeJUiok, — rop/io cKazaja OHa, — a OHa
ciykaHka muctepa KpapeHa, Ho s1 Oymy yOuparh TyT KOMHATBI
¥ HEMHOTO TpHCITyXuBarh Tede. Tonbko Tebe MHOro yciuyr He
[IOHAJ00UTCH.

— A K10 Oyaer MeHs ofeBaTh? — cripocuiia Mepu.

Mapra onsTth npucesia Ha KOPTOYKU U YCTaBUJIACh HA Hee; OT
W3yMJICHU I OHA OITSITh 3arOBOPUJIA C TPOTSKHBIM HOPKITUPCKUAM



AKILIEHTOM.

— Pa3Be Tl HE MOXKeEIlb cama OfIEThCA? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— Yro 310 3HaunT? 1 He MOHMMAIO TBOETO SA3BbIKA, — CKa3aJia
Mepu.

— O, s 3a0b11a, — cKkazasa Mapra. — Muccuc Meuiok Besena
MHE CJIETUTh 3a COOOM, a TO Thl HE MIOUMEIIIb, UTO 51 TOBOpI0. Tak
Thl HE MOXKEIlIb Cama HAJIETh IJIaThs1?

— Her, — noutu ¢ HerogosanueM orseTriia Mepu. — f Hukorga
B KM3HM TOro He Jenana. MeHs Bcerna oeBaa Mosi aia.

— Ecmu Tak, To Tebe nopa HayuuThes, — ckazana Mapra, ode-
BUJTHO, HE TIOJJ03PEBAasi, YTO TOBOPUT JEP30OCTU. — ITO HE CIIMIII-
KoM paHo. Tebe OyneT oueHb MOJIe3HO CAMOM YXaKMBATh 32 CO-
60i1. Most MaTh Bcerja roBOpUT, YTO HE TIOHUMAET, TIOYEMY 3TO
y BaXKHBIX Oap JIeTH He BHIPACTAIOT HAOUTBIMU JTypaKkaMu: Belb
y HMX BCEria HSHbKM U WX BCErjaa Jpyrue MOKT U OJIEBAIOT, U
I'YJIATh BBIBOIAT, TOUYHO LIEHST.

— B npnn Bce nHave, — npe3purebHO ckasaina Mepu. OHa
elBa Biajena coOou.

Ho Mapra H1uuyTh HE CMyTWJIACh.

— OHO ¥ BUJHO, YTO MHAYe, — CKa3ajla OHa COYYBCTBEHHO. —
A nymaro, 310 IOTOMY, YTO TaM TaKOE MHOKECTBO YEPHOKOKHUX
BMECTO MOPSIOUHBIX Oesbix Jiofei. Koryia s yenmbimana, 9rto Thl
efels ciona u3 Miuauu, s nogymasia, 4to Thl TOXKE YEPHOKOXKast !

Mepu cena Ha IOCTENH, CTPALLHO Pa3bspeHHAs.

— Yro! — BockimkHysa oHa. — Yro! Tel fymaia, 4to {1 Ty3em-
ka! Tel... cBUHOE OTpOIBE THI!



Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee U BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Koro b1 6pannib? — ckazana ona. — Tebe He Haslo Tak cep-
JUTHCs. bapbliliHe He cieAyeT Tak TOBOPUTh. S pOBHO HUYEro He
MMEI0 MPOTUB YepHOKOXkMX. Korja mpo HUX yuTaellb B KHUX-
Kax, TO OHU BCE TaKMe PeJIMTMO3HbIe; B KHIKKAaX Bellb CKa3aHo,
9TO YEPHOKOKHME TOXKE JIIOAW U HAllK OpaThs... A s HAKOTJA He
BUJIajIa YEPHOKOXKETO YeJIOBEKa U OUYeHb 00paIoBajiach, IOTOMY
YTO MOAyMasia, YTo YBUXKY OJNM3KO XOTh ogHoro. Korma s mpu-
1UIa clofia yTpoM, 4ToO 3aTONUTh KaMUH, 5 TTOAKpasiach K TBOEH
MIOCTEJIA ¥ OCTOPOXKHO TPUTIOTHSIA OJEsI0, YTOOBI TIOTJISI/IETh
Ha Te0s. U TyT-TO 51 yBUENa, — J0OaBUIa OHA pa304apOBaHHO,
— YTO Thl HUYYTh HE UEpPHEe MEeHs, HECMOTPsl Ha TO YTO Takasi
Kenras!

Mepu faxe He crapaiach CIEPKUBATh CBOETO IHEBA.

—To1 tymana, uto g ry3emka! Kak to1 cmMena! Thl uX coBceM He
3Haelb! OHU He JII0[IU, OHU CIIYTU, KOTOPbIE TOJIKHbBI KJIAHSTh-
ca! Tel HUUero He 3Haemb npo Muauio! Tel coBceM HUYEro He
3HaelIb!

Omna Obl1a Tak B30eIeHa ¥ YyBCTBOBasa ceOsl TaKou Oecro-
MOIIHOM Mpej] HAMBHBIM B3IJ15110M MapThl U B TO K€ caMOe Bpe-
Ms BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 TAKOW OIMHOKOM, TAKOW JTAJIEKON
OT BCEro TOTO, YTO OHA MOHUMAJIA U YTO TIOHMUMAJIO ee, 4TO Opo-
CWJIACh JIMIIOM B TIOAYIIKY U pa3pasuiach peiaanusmu. OHa Tak
Oe3ylepkHO phiaia, 4Tto AoOpodyiiHas Mapra gaxe wcmyra-
JIach M €M CTaJIO aJjib JeBouku. OHa mojonuia K IoCTe/n U Ha-
KJIOHWIAch K Mepu.



— He nano tak makars! — crana ona ynpammsare. — [Ipaso,
He Hajo. Sl He 3Hana, 4To THl Tak paccepaulbes! 1 Taku BoBce
HUYETO HE 3Halo, Kak Thl ckaszaia. [Ipomry npomenus, mucc. Ile-
pecTaHb ke IIaKaTh!

B ee crpaHHO# HMOPKIMPCKON peud U CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepax
OBLJIO YTO-TO YCIOKAUBAIOIIIEE, APYKETIOOHOE, YTO XOPOIIIO JIeH-
cTBOBaJI0 HA Mepu. OHa MOCTENeHHO nepecTana IJlakaTh U 3a-
THXJa. MapTa, BUAMMO, TOYYBCTBOBAJIa OOJIerYeHue.

— A Terepp mopa Tebe BcTaBaTh, — CKa3ajga oHa. — Muccuc
Memiok ckazania, 4ToOBbl 1 IPUHOCHJIA B COCE/IHIOI KOMHATY
TBOW 3aBTpaK, 00e/ v yxuH. Tam Tebe ycrpomn netckyio. 5 te-
6e MoMOTy OfIEThCsI, €CJIU Thl BcTaHelllb. Eciu myroBuiibl y TeOs
Ha IJIaThe C3aU, TO Thl X HE MOJXKEIllb CaMa 3aCTETHYTh.

[Mporiecc ogeBanbst HAy4MII UX 00enXx Koe-yeMy. Mapra 4acto
3acTeruBajia CBOUX CeCTPEHOK M OpaTuIlieK, HO HUKOT/a elle He
BUjiena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIN CTOsLT Obl HEMOIBUKHO U K1, TIOKa
KTO-HUOYIb APYTOW C/IENAET JIJIsl HEro Bce YTO HaJo, Kak OyaTo
y HEro camoro He ObUIO HU PYK, HU HOT.

— IMoueMy ThI cama He HaJieBaelllb OAINMAKOB? — CIPOCHUIIA
OHa, Korja MepH npecrnokoiHO MOJACTaBUIIA €M HOTY.

— Mos aiid penana 3to, — orBeTMWsIa MepH, yCTaBUBIIUCH Ha
Hee. — Takoil Tam oObIvai.

Ona oueHb 4acto ropopwia: «Takoi OblT 0ObIYal». Ty3eM-
HBIE CJIYI'M BCerjga roBOpwiv 3T0. EcaM UM npuKasbiBaIu cie-
JIaTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, YETO IieJIble BeKa He JIeNIaJId UX MPEIKHU, OHU C
KPOTKHMM B3[JISIIOM OTBeuasin: «OQObIyaii He TAKOB», — U BCSKUIN



3HAJI, YTO STUM JIEJI0 KOHYAJIOCh.

«O0bI4ait ObLT TAaKOB», YTO MepH HIUEro He Jefajia cama, a
TOJIBKO CTOSUIA U TIO3BOJISUIA ONIETh ceOsl, TOUHO KYKJIa.

Panblitie yem oHa rotoBa Oblla UATH 3aBTpaKaTh, OHA yXke Ha-
Yasa rmoao3peBarh, 4To KU3Hb B MUCCENbTYI1Te HAyYUT €€ MHO-
rOMY, COBEPIIIEHHO HEU3BECTHOMY €ii: HarpuMep, HaJieBaTh uyJi-
KU ¥ OallIMaky, MojIblIMaTh BCE, YTO OHA POHSLIA.

Ecmu 661 Mapra Oblia XOpomo OOy4YeHHOM, «HACTOSIIIEN»
TOPHUYHOM, OHA ObLIa ObI O0JIee MOUTUTENLHOM U YCITY KITMBOY U
3Hau1a Obl, YTO € MOJIaraeTcsi pacyechBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTETUBATh
OarMakw, MOJIHUMATh BEIIM U KJIACTh UX Ha MecTo. Ho oHa Oblia
npocTasi IepeBeHCKas JeBYIlKa, KOTOpasi BHIPOC/IA B KOTTE/IkKE
B CTEIH C IIeJION TOJION OpaTheB M cecTep, KOTOPHIM U B TOJIO-
BY HE MPUXOAMIIO, YTO MOKHO Yero-HuOy/Ib He AeaTh CAMUM U
HE YXaKMBaTh 32 MJIA/IIIIAMHU IETbMH, KOTOPHIE e11le TOIBKO Yuu-
JICh XOIUTb.

Ecmu 661 Mepu JleHHOKC Oblia TAKMM peOEHKOM, KOTOPOTrO
JIETKO Pa3BeCeUTh, OONTIUBOCTh MapThl, BEpOATHO, paCCMEIIH-
7a Ol ee; HO Mepy HEBO3MYTHMO CIIyIaia ee, YIUBISSICh pas-
BA3HOCTH ee MaHep. CHavyasia pa3roBop HUUYTh HE MHTEPECOBAI
ee, Ho Mapra npofomkana 100poayIHo 6onTtath, 1 Mepu crana
TIPUCITYIIIMBATHCS K €€ PeUH.

— Ecim Ob1 THI MX Bcex Bujiena! — ropopuiia Mapra. — Hac Beex
JBEHA/ILIATh YeJIOBEK, a OTel| MO MoTy4aeT BCero 1ecTHaALATh
IIWJUTMHTOB B HeJesmo. TpyTHO MaTepu HAKOPMUTH UX BCEX, CKa-
XKy s1 TeOe. Bce et 1ienblil IeHp UrpaioT B CTENH, U MaTh FOBO-



PUT, YTO OHM TOJICTEIOT OT CTEIHOro Bo3ayxa. OHa rOBOPUT, UTO
OHH, JIOJDKHO OBITh, €/ISIT TPaBy, Kak qukue nmoHu. Ham J[lukow,
eMy yKe ABEHaIaTh JIET, IPUPYINIT MOJIOAYIO JIOMIA/IKY-TIOHH 1
T'OBOPUT, YTO OHA Terepb ero.

— A rzie oH B3si1 ee? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— Hamen B crernu BMecTe ¢ Matepbio, KOrma oHa Oblia erre
coBceM MajieHbkass. OH cTaj mpupydarh ee, KOpMUTh XJIeOoM,
HIMIAaTh sl Hee TpaBy. M OHa Tak MPUBBIKJIA K HEMY, YTO XO-
JWT CJIeZIOM 32 HUM U TO3BOJISIET €MY CECThb el Ha criuHy. [{uKkoH
OYEHb JIOOPHII, ¥ KUBOTHBIE JIIOOST €ro.

¥V Mepu HuKoOra He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO JXKMBOTHOTO, C KOTOPHIM
OHa MorJia Obl UTpaTh, U €l BCerga OYeHb XOTeJIOCh UMETh €ro.
Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIa Jake HEKOTOPbIA UHTEpeC K [IMKOHY; a Tak
KaK OHa HUKOT/1a HUKEM He HHTepecoBajach, KpoMe caMou ceos,
9TO, OYEBHUJIHO, OBUIO MPOOYkKICHUEM JT00POroO YyBCTBA.

Korja oHa Bolia B KOMHATy, B KOTOPOW YCTPOWUJIM JJIsl Hee
JeTCKYI0, TO YBUJIENa, YTO KOMHATA TIOX0Ka Ha Ty, B KOTOPOU OHa
crana. 1o OblIa KOMHATA He U1 peOeHKa, a It B3POCIIOro Je-
JIOBEKa, C MPaYHbIMH CTapbIMU KAaPTUHAMU Ha CTEHAX U C TSKe-
JILIMU CTapbIMH 1TyOOBBIMU CTYJIbsiMU. Ha cTose mocpeau koMHa-
THI CTOSUT XOpOIIWi 0OMIbHBIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepu Bcerna Obut
OYEHb IJIOXOH arIeTHT, U OHA PABHOYIIIHO B3IJISTHYJIA Ha Tiep-
BOe 01010, KoTopoe MapTa mocraBuia rnpe; Hew.

— $1 He xo4y 3TOrO, — CKa3aaa OHa.

— He xouems kamm?! — HeIOBEPUMBO BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mapra.

— Her.



— To1 He 3Haelb, kKakasg oHa BKycHasi! [Tonoxu HeMHOXKO ma-
TOKM WIH caxapy!

— 41 He xouy, — nopropwia Mepu.

— Bort 31010 1 YX HE MOTy IEpEHOCUTb, — BOCKJIMKHY/1a Map-
Ta, — YTOOBI MOHAMPACHY OPTUJIM XOPOIITyio rposusuio! Eciu 6
32 3TUM CTOJIOM CHJEJIM HaIllh JIETH, OHU OBl €r0 B MATh MUHYT
ourcTuIn!

— INouemy? — xonoaHo cripocuiia Mepu.

— Ilouemy? — noBropuia, Kak 3xo, Mapra. — Iloromy, 4ro y
HUX TOYTU HUKOTJA B KU3HU He OBbLIO MOJTHBIX KeayakoB. OHu
BCerJla TaK TOJIO/IHBI, KaK JIETEHBIIN SCTpeOa WU JIUCHL.

— 41 He 3Ha10, 4YTO 3HAUUT OBITH FOJIOAHOM, — cKa3asia Mepu ¢
PaBHOIYIIIEM HEBEXIbI.

Mapra ¢ HerogoBaH1eM MOIJIAIENA HA HEe.

— Hy, Tebe oueHb MoJIE3HO ObLIIO OBl UCIBITATh TAKOE, 51 3TO
SICHO BMKY, — OTKPOBEHHO CKa3ajla OHa. — S Teprnerh He Mory
JI0fIeN, KOTOPbIE TOJIBKO CUJIAT JJa CMOTPST Ha BKyCHYIO efy. Kak
ObI MHE XOTEeJIOCh, YTOOBI BCE, UTO TYT HA CTOJIE, OBUIO B eIy~
Kax y [lukoHa, u ®wis, u J[keiH, 1 y BceX OCTaIbHBIX !

— Oryero ke Thl He OTHECEIlIb UM BCETO 3TOro? — MoCOBETO-
Basia Mepu.

— 9710 He Moe! — ropno oreBeTwiia Mapra. — U ceronHsa He Mo
BBIXOIHOM JIeHb. MHE J1al0T OTITYCK TOJIbKO pa3 B Mecsll, Kak 1
BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, U TOrJA 51 YXOXKY IOMOHM W IOMOTal0 MaTepu
yOuparth, a OHa OT/IBIXAET.

Mepu BbIIIa HEMHOT'O Yal0 U CheJla KyCOYEK MOIKAPEHHOTO



xJieba ¢ BapeHbEM.

— A Tenepp OzeHbCA MOTEIIEW W MOAW HApPYXKy IOUrpaTh, —
ckazana Mapra. — Tebe 310 OyJeT oueHb MOJIe3HO U JIACT are-
THUT.

Mepu nozonuia k okHy. OHa BUzesa capl, JOPOKKUA U OOJb-
1IME IEPEBbSI, HO BCE 3TO UMEJIO KAKOU-TO TYCKJIBIA 3UMHUM BH/I.

— 3ayeM MHE W/ITU HApYyXKy B TaKOW J€Hb?

— Eciu He noieliib, To IPUIETCS OCTaThCs B JIOME, a YTO ThI
371eCh Oy/eIlb JIeaTh?

Mepu ocMoTpenach BOKPYT; es1ath 66110 Heuero. Koraa mic-
cuc MemJiok yctpamBaja JETCKYl0, OHa He MogyMalia O pa3Biie-
yeHusx. [loxamyi, ayurie ObLI0 Obl BHIATH W TIOCMOTPETh CAJIbI.

— Kt0 noiier co MHO#? — cripocuia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee.

— Thl noiiziens ofjHa, — OTBETHIIa OHA. — Tebe mpuaeTcs Ha-
YUUTbCS UTPATh OJJHOU, KK UTPAIOT JIPYTHUE J€TH, Y KOTOPbIX HET
cecrep u OparbeB. Hart JIJukoH yXonuT B CTENb OJIMH U TIO LIEJIBIM
yacam urpaer TaMm. OTTOro-tTo OH ¥ NpUpydrs NMoHU. B crenm
€CTb OBIIbl, KOTOPbIE €r0 3HAIOT, & NTULIbI MPUJIETAIOT K HEMY U
€/ISIT Y Hero 13 pykK. Y Hac XOTs MaJIO €/Ibl, HO OH BCerja npsyer
Kycouek xJyieba JUIsl CBOMX JIIOOMMIIEB.

Harnomunanue o [lukone 3actaBuiio Mepu NpUHATH peleHre
Y BBIITH, XOTA OHA U HEe cO3HaBaIa 93Toro. Ecim B cagax He ObLIO
TIOHU U OBell, TO, BEPOSITHO, ObLITU MITHUIIBI, KOTOPBIE HE TTOXOXKHU
Ha Tyl B IHAuK, 1 Ha HUX, OBITh MOXKET, CTOMJIO TIOIISAETh.

Mapra npuHechna eii najibTo, ISy U Mapy TOJICTHIX OOTHHOK



Y TOKa3aJia JA0pory BHU3.

— Ecnu TH1 000¥IeIIs BOH TaM KPyrom, TO TIpUelib K cajy,
— CKa3aJia OHA, YKa3biBasi Ha HEOOJIBIIYIO KAJIUTKY B Oropojie. —
Jlerom Tam yiiMa 1IBETOB, HO Tenepb HUYEro He uperer. — OHa,
Ka3aJioch, C MUHYTY Kosiebasach v notoM godasmna: — OauH u3
caioB 3arept. Tam yxe IecsATh JeT HUKTO He OBbIBaJL.

—I[Nouemy? — HeBOJIbHO cripocuiia Mepu. Kpome cotHu 3anep-
THIX ABEPEH B JJOME OKa3bIBAJIACh €LIE O/IHA 3alepTas KaJuTKa!

— Mucrep KpaBeH Bejiel 3anepers ero, Korjaa ero xeHa ymep-
Jla Tak BHe3arnmHO. OH HUKOMY HE IMO3BOJISIET BXOAUTH TyJa; 3TO
obu1 ee can. OH 3amep KaJIUTKY, BBIPBUT SIMy W 3aKomaj Tyjaa
KJII0Y. .. Muccuc Meyiok 3BOHUT — MHE HaJI0 OeXartb.



I'naBa V

Korpa Mapra ynuia, Mepu cBepHyZia Ha JOPOXKY, KOTOpast
BeJIa K KaIMTKe B oropoje. OHa HeBOJILHO JiymMajia O TOM cajie, B
KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObIBaJI yKe AeCSTh JIET; AyMaJia O TOM, KaKou
BUJI UMEET STOT CaJl ¥ €CTh JIU ellle B HeM KaKkue-HUOY/Ib KUBbIS
L[BETHI.

Korna ona mporinia yepe3 KajauTKy, OHa O4yTHJIach B OOJIb-
IIIOM Cajy C IIMPOKUMU JIy)KaKaMU Y U3BWJIUCTHIMHM JOPOK-
KaMU C TIO[UYMINEHHBIMU KpasiMu. Tam ObUTH JIepeBbsi, KIIyM-
Obl, XBOWHBIE JIEPEBbSI, IOJICTPYKEHHBIE B PA3HBIX TTPUIYJIUBBIX
opmax, 1 GOBIION NPy CO CTapbIM cepbiM (hOHTAHOM TTOCPe-
nuHe. Ho kimyMOBb1 Obuti OOHaskeHBI, a (poHTaH He OWI. DTO He
ObL1 3anepThiii cajl. Kak MoxkHO 3aniepets can? Benb B caji Beera
MOJKHO BOWTH. ..

Ona jymana kak pa3 00 3TOM, KOrja yBHJesa, YTO B KOHIIE
JOPOXKKH, IO KOTOPOW OHA IIIJIa, HAXOAUTCS JJTMHHAS CTEHa, BCS
HOKpbITast TuonoM. Mepr ObUla HEIOCTATOUHO 3HAKOMa ¢ AH-
IJIMe, 9To0 J0raiaThCsl, YTO OHA MPUOIMKATIACh K (PPYKTOBOMY
cajly U Oropojy.

Ona nofionuia K CTeHe 1 yBUesa 3eJIeHyI0 KaJTUTKY, KoTopast
ObLJIa OTBOpEHa. DTO, OYEBUIHO, HE ObUT 3aMepThIi Cajl, U Crofia
MOZKHO OBLJIO BOWTH.

[Ipoiias B KanUTKy, OHA yBUJEIA, YTO 3TO ObUI cajl, OOHeCeH-
HBI BOKPYT CTEHOIO, M YTO TaKWX CaJIOB OBLJIO HECKOJIbKO; BCE



OHH, OYEBU/IHO, COOOIIAIMCH MeX Ty coOoi. [ToTom oHa yBuzena
€el1e OJHY OTKPBITYIO 3€JICHYIO KUIUTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BU/IHE-
JIUCh KYCTHI ¥ JIOPOKKH MEXIY IPsAIaMK 3UMHUX OBoIel. Ppyk-
TOBBIE JIEPEBbSI POCJIM BO3JIE CAMOU CTEHBI, a HEKOTOPbIE U3 I'PsI-
JOK OBUTH TPUKPBITH CTEKJISTHHBIMU pamMaMy. Mepu mocTosiia,
MOCMOTpeJIa BOKPYT M PelIniia, YTO BCE 3TO OYEHb HEKPACKBO U
rosio. Jlerom, korja Bce ObLIO 3€JIeHO, cafl, ObITh MOXET, BBITJIs-
Jie71 KpacuBee, HO Teriepb B HEM HUYero KpacuBOro He ObLIO.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT W3 KAJIUTKH, BEALIEeW B Ipyrou caf,
BBIILIEN CTapUK C 3acTynoM Ha miede. Korga on yBugen Mepwu,
Ha JIMIIE €r0 BhIPA3UJIOCh U3YMJIEHHE, U OH CJIeTKa MPUIOJHSLI
nusany. JIuio y Hero ObUIO yrpioMoe, U eMy, BUIHO, He OCOOEHHO
NPUATHO OBUIO BCTPETUTh Mepu; HO €l He HpaBWIICA €ro caj,
BBIpAKEHHE JIMIA Y Hee TOXe ObUIO HEMPUBETIMBOE, U BCTPEYe
CO CTapUKOM OHA TOXKe He 0COOEHHO 00pajIoBaliach.

— Yro 31€ch Takoe? — cripocusia Mepu.

— OpuH U3 OropoioB, — OTBETUJI OH.

— A Tam 4yTO? — CKa3aj1a OHa, YKa3blBasl HA PACTBOPEHHYIO 3€-
JICHYIO KaJIUTKY.

— E1ie o11H, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII OH. — A T10 TY CTOPOHY CTE€HBI
ellle OJMH, a 32 HUM €Ille OTrOPO/I.

— MoxHO MHE Tyaa nouTtu? — cpocusia Mepu.

— Ecim xouelb. .. TOJBKO CMOTPETh TaM HEYEro.

Mepu Huuero He orBeTwiia. OHa HarpaBUJIach MPsAMO 10 J10-
POXKE M Mpolula Yepe3 BTOPYIO 3€JeHYyl0 KaauTKy. Tam oHa
OISITh YBUJIENA CTEHBI, OMSATh 3MMHHUE OBOIIY U CTEKJISIHHBIE Pa-



MBI, HO BO BTOPOM CTeHe Oblia ellle OJHa 3eJieHasi KaJIuTKa, KO-
TOpasi He ObUIa OTIIepTa. BBITh MOXKET, OHA BeJia B TOT CaJl, KOTO-
POro HUKTO He BUET yXKe JeCSATh JIeT.

Tak kak Mepu HHKOra He ObLIa pOOKOI M BCer/a Jiesiaia Bce
YTO XOTeJa, TO OHA IMOJIONIA K 3eJIeHOM KaJIUTKe U MOBEpHYJIa
pyuky. OHa ymaJa, 9To KaJIMTKa He OTBOPUTCS, IOTOMY UTO e
XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh, YTO OHA HAIILJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIN CaJl, HO KaJIUT-
Ka OTBOPWJIACh JIETKO, M Korma Mepu mpoliia yepe3 Hee, OHa
ouyTriack B (ppykToBOM cany. OH Toxe ObUT OOHECEH CTEHOIO,
BO3JIE KOTOPOU POCIH (PPYKTOBBIE AEPEBbsl, HO 3€JICHOM KaJIMUT-
KM TaM He ObUTo. MepH cTajia MCKaTh ee, OTOMY YTO KOTJa OHa
JIOIIUIA JIO IPYroro KOHIIA cajia, TO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO CTeHa TaM He
KOHYAJIaCh, a TAHYJIACh JaJibllie. 3a CTEHOM BUIHEIUCH BEPIINHbI
JIepeBbEB, U, KOrjia Mepu 0CTaHOBUJIACh, OHA YBUJIENA MITUIKY C
SIPKO-KPACHOU TPY/IbIO, CHICBIIYIO HA CAMOW BHICOKOW BETBU O]1-
HOro u3 HuX. [ITH4YKa BIpyT 3aresia o4ty B Ty jKe CaMylo MUHY-
Ty, KOrjJa yBujiena MepH, TOUHO cTajia 3BaTh ee.

Mepu 0CTaHOBUJIACH U CTaJla CIYIIATh; ¥ TIOYEMY-TO TAKOU Be-
CeJIbIH, JIACKAIOIIUI CBUCT BBI3BAJI B HEH MPUSITHOE YyBCTBO. [la-
e YrPIOMbIiA, HEMPUBETJIMBbIN peOSHOK MOKET YyBCTBOBATh Ce-
Os1 OMMHOKMM; a OOJIBITION 3aIlePThIA JOM, IIIMPOKast OOHaXKeHHAs
CTenb ¥ OOIIMpPHBIE OOHAKEHHBIE CaJbl BBI3BAIM B Mepu Takoe
YyBCTBO, KaK OyJTO BO BCEM CBETE HUKOT'O HE OCTaJIOCh, KpOMeE
Hee ofHOU. Ecm Obl OHa ObL1a JJACKOBBIM PEOSHKOM, KOTOPBIH
MIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTOOBI €ro JIIOOWIIN, TO OHA Obl CHJILHO 3aTOCKO-
BaJIa, HO Jlake yrpomasi Mepu 4yBCTBOBasIa ceOs 3a0pOIIIEHHOM,



W Becesasi KpacHOTrpy/asl MTUYKa BhI3BAJIA HA €€ XMYPOM JIHIIe
HEUTO MOXOXee Ha YIIBIOKY.

Oma crosiyia ¥ Cllyliajia NTHYKY, TIOKa Ta He yieTena. [Itnuka
9Ta BOBCE He MOXOAWJIa Ha NITvll B VIHAUM ¥ OYeHb MOHPaBUJIaCh
Mepu. OHa nogymana o TOM, YBUIUT JIM €€ ellle KOrna-HuOy/Ib.
BHIT MOXET, OHA XWJa B TAMHCTBEHHOM CaJly ¥ XOPOIIIO 3Haja
ero!

Mepwu, BEpOATHO, TOTOMY TaK MHOTO JAyMaJia O 3amyIIeHHOM
cajie, 4TO e Heuero ObUTO JeiaTh. B Hell MpoCHYIOCh JIIOOOMBIT-
CTBO, Y el 3aX0TeJIOCh YBUIETh, UTO ITO 3a cajl. [louemy mucrep
Apuunbanba Kpasen 3apbut kimou? Eciu oH Tak JiioOuUs1 CBOIO ke-
Hy, TIOYeMY OH Tak HeHaBujen ee can? OHa momymarna O TOM,
YBUJWT JIM OHA KOrJa-HuOyab muctepa Kpasena, u permia, 4ro
€CJIM YBUJIWT, TO OH el He TIOHPABUTCSI, OHA €My TOXe He MOHpa-
BUTCs, M OHA OyJIeT CTOATh U CMOTPETh Ha HEro, He TOBOPS HU
CJIOBa, Qe €CJIM el CTPAIIIHO 3aX04eTCs CIIPOCUTh €ro, oYemMy
OH CJIeJIaJl TaKyl0 CTPAHHYIO IITYKY.

«$1 HEKOT/1a HE HPABJTIOCH JTIOISIM, U JIIO/IA HEe HPaBSTCS MHE, —
nojgymaia oHa. — M st HuKorja He ymesia rOBOPUTH Tak, Kak JICTH
Moppucona. OHM Bcerjja TOBOPUJIH, U CMESITHCh, M IITyMETH».

Ona nogymasia 0 KpacHollelke, Kak oHa 3amnesa OyaTo paau
Hee OJHOM, U, BCIOMHUB O JiepeBe, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIesia TITHYKA,
BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUJIACH.

— MHe KaxeTcsi, 3TO JIEpeBO pacTeT B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajy, S
yBEepeHa B 9TOM, — cKa3asia oHa. — Tam Obuia cTeHa, HO He ObLIO
KAJIUTKH.



Omna BepHyJ1ach B NEPBbIi (PPYKTOBBIN Ccajl U HAIILIA TaM CTa-
pHKa, KOTOpbIY Konaul 3emunio. OHa ozoIia, OCTaHOBUJIACH BO3-
JIe HETO ¥ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOJIOAHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro.

OH He oOpaTwl Ha Hee BHUMaHMsI, U OHa, HAKOHEIl, 3ar0BO-
puJia C HUM.

— 51 OblTa B OCTaJIBHBIX CaJax, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— TebGe HUUTO He TIOMeIIao, — OPIO3ITIMBO OTBETHJI OH.

— 4 3aiina Bo (OpyKTOBBIM cajl.

— Tam y kamuTKu cobak HeT, — OTBETHJI OH.

— Ho tam Gomnbliie HET KaMTKY B JPYrou caj, — ckazaia Mepu.

— B kakoii can? — cipocu oH rpy0o0, Ha CEKYHIy IepecTaB
KOMATh.

— B TOT can, no Apyryio CTOpoHy CTeHbI, — OTBeTWIIa Mepu. —
Tam ecTb nepeBbs — 51 Bujena ux Bepxyliku. Ha oqHom u3 Hux
cujena NTUYKa ¢ KPaCHOM Ipy/ablo U Iena.

K ee BeqlmkoMy yAMBIEHUIO, BBIpaKEHHE €ro yrpioMoro oo-
BETPEHHOIO JiMlia BAPYr NepeMeHun1och. [lo nuiyy MeasieHHO
pacronsnach ynplOKa, U y CTApOro CaJ0BHUKA BAPYT CTaj CO-
BCEM Jipyroii Buj. Mepu Bpyr nogymalia — 1 3T0 MOKa3ajaoch en
CTPaHHbBIM, — YTO Y€JIOBEK BBIIVIAUT ropasfo Jyullle, KOrjaa OH
ynbiOaetcs. [Ipeskie oHa HUKOra He ymaia 00 TOM.

CanoBHUK BIpYr OOepHYJCS B CTOPOHY (PPYyKTOBOTO Cajia M
HayaJl CBUCTETh — TUXO U HEKHO. MepH HUKaK He MOIJIa MOHSATh,
KaK TaKOW YrpIOMbII YEJIOBEK MOI' M3[1aBaTh TAKUE JIACKAIOIIMe
3BYKHU.

B crepyomyilo MUHYTY HPOM3OLUIO HEUYTO YAUBUTEBHOE.



Oma ycJbliana MSTKUil IIeJIECT KPbLIbEB B BO3/1yXe — 3TO JieTe-
Jla K HAM NTUYKa ¢ KpacHo# rpyasio. OHa ycenach Ha OONBIION
IJIbI0€ 3eMJIH, OYEHD OJIM3KO K HOr'e CaJlOBHUKA.

— Bot oHa, — 1ackOBO CcKa3zajl CaJJOBHUK U CTajl TOBOPUTh C
NITUYKOM, TOYHO ¢ pedeHKkoM: — ThI rj1e Obliia, MajieHbKast TOIpo-
maika? {1 Tedst TONbKO ceroHst yBuen!

[TTruka HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK U IJIsiesIa IPsSIMO Ha HETO
CBOUM OJIECTSIIIIAM T71a30M, TTOXOKMM Ha KareJIbKy YepPHOU POCHI.
OHa, Ka3aJ10ch, HUYYTh He 00s171aCh, OHA TPBITANIA U OBICTPO JOJI-
OwI1a KJTIOBOM, OTBICKMBAS CEMEHA 1 HaceKoMbIX. B cepriie Mepu
HIEBEJIbHYJIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, TOTOMY UTO NTUYKA
ObLIa Takas Becesias M KpacuBasi U Ka3ajach HACTOSIIEH OCOOOM.
V Hee ObLJIO MaJIEHBKOE TOJICTOE TEJIbIIE, TOHEHBKUI KJIIOB U TO-
HEHBbKHE CTPOMHBIE HOKKH.

— OHa Bcerja NnpujeTaeT, Koraa Bbl €e 30BeTe? — MOYTH Iiie-
noTom crpocuia Mepu.

— Ja, mouru Bceraa. 51 3Ham ee ¢ Tex mop, Kak oHa OblIa Ma-
JICHbKMM NTeHYMKOM. OHa BbUIETENA U3 THE3/1A B IPYTOM Cajy U
KOTJIa B IIEPBbIN pa3 repeJsieresia yepe3 CTeHy, TO Obljia CIUIITKOM
cnaba, 4ToObl yIeTeTh Ha3a/a; B 9TU HECKOJIBKO JIHEH MBI U TIO-
apyxuinch. Korga oHa onsite yneTena 1no Apyryio CTOpOHY CTe-
HBbI, BCE OCTaJIbHBIC MTHULIBI yKE MOKUHYJIM THE3/I0; OHA OCTaJIaCh
COBCEM OJIHA U BEPHYJIaCh KO MHE.

— Yro 310 32 nTMUKa? — cupocuia Mepu.

— A THI HE 3Haelb? DTO MAJIUHOBKA, JJACKOBAs, JIIOOOIBITHAS
NTUYKA. DTU OTUYKU [MOYTU TaK K€ JIACKOBBI, KAK U COOAYKH,



€CJIM TOJIKO YMETh C HUMU 00XoauThes. [TocMoTpr-Ka, Kak oHa
TYT poerca U norsaeiBaeT Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, 4To MBI O HEU
roBopum!

U crapuk c 1000BbBIO M TOPAOCTHIO TOCMOTPEIT Ha KPaCHOTPY-
JY10 ITHYKY.

— W moGornbITHA ke OHa, — IPOAOJIKAT OH CO CMEXOM, — BCer/ia
SIBJISIETCSI TIOCMOTPETh, YTO s caxato. OHa Bce 310 3Haer. Mu-
crep KpaBeH HUUYTh 00 3TOM He 3a00TUTCS. DTO OHA TJIABHBIN
CaJIOBHUK.

[ITnuka mpopomkana npbiraTb, yCEPAHO KJIOSA YTO-TO U IO
BpeMeHaM MOIIsAbIBasl Ha HUX oOoux. Mepu Ka3aiaoch, 4To ee
IJ1a3KM, TIOXOXKME HA Karlld YepHOM pPOChI, CMOTPEJIU Ha Hee C
OOJIBIIIUM JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM, KaK Oy[TO OHA XOTeJIa TO3HAKOMUTh-
cs1 ¢ Heto moOmke. B ceprmiie Mepu 11eBeTbHYJIOCh KaKOE-TO
CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A Kyga ysieTesii octajibHble MTeHIbl? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Heuspectrno. Ctapble NTUIIBI BHITAJIKUBAIOT UX U3 THE3a U
y4ar JIeTaTb, 1 BCE OHA OYEHb CKOPO PA3JIETAIOTCS B Pa3HbIE CTO-
POHBI. A 3Ta BOT OblJIa YMHHIIA U TTOHSJIA, YTO OHA OTUHOKA.

Mepwu noforuia nodaMke K NTULlE U MPUCTATIBHO TOTIsaesa
Ha Hee.

— 41 oguHOKa, — CKa3ayia OHa.

Mepu npexjae He MOHMMAaJla, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U JeJajio ee
TaKOW KHUCJION W CEepIUTOM; OHA, Ka3aJIOCh, MOHSJIA 3TO TOJILKO
TOrJa, KOT/ia Morisiiesia Ha MTUYKY, a ITUYKa Ha Hee.

Crapblil CaJOBHUK CIIBUHYJI IIANIKY CO CBOEM JILICOM T'OJIOBBI U



C MUHYTY cMOTpeJl Ha Mepu.

— IT0 THI — AeBOYKA U3 VIHaMn? — cripocuit oH.

Mepu KMBHYJ1a FOJIOBOU.

— HeyauButenbHO, YTO Thl OQUHOKA, — CKa3aJ OH.

OH cHOBa Havaj KOMaTh, BCAKUBAS 3aCTYI TIIyOOKO B JKHP-
HYIO YEpHYIO 3eMJIIO, a ITUYKA BCE MpbIrajia BOKPYT HEro ¢ 03a-
OOYEHHBIM BUIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cipocusia Mepu.

OH BBIIPSAMUIICS, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH €.

— ben Yarepcradg, — ckazam oH U MOTOM JOOABHI C KHC-
JIor ynbsiOKoi: — I Toxke OAMHOK, Korja ee HeT co MHoi! — OH
TKHYJI [IAJIbLIEM B HallpaBJIeHUU NTUYKUA. — OHA MO €/IMHCTBEH-
HBIW APYT.

— Ay MEHs1 COBCEM HET JIpy3eu, — cKazajia Mepu, — 1 HUKorga
He Obl10. Mos a3 He JTI00MIa MeHsl, U 1 HUKOITIAa HA C KEM He
urpasna.

VIOpKIIMPIEI OGBIYHO OTKPOBEHHO BBICKA3BIBAIOT CBOM MBIC-
7M1, a cTapbiil BeH ObLT HACTOSIIIUIT HOPKIMPETI.

— Tol 1 g OUeHb MOXOXKHM JPYT HA Ipyra, — CKazaj oH. — Mbl ¢
TOOOI BBITKAHBI U3 OMHUX U TeX ke HUTel. O0a Mbl HEKPACHBBI,
1 00a Ha caMOM JIeJIe TaK K€ KUCIBL, KaK BHIISAUM. Bpiock 00
3aKJIaJl, 9TO y HAaC OOOMX OJMHAKOBO CKBEPHBIN XapaKTep.

D710 OBUIO TOBOJILHO MPSIMO U pe3ko, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKO-
I/1a B )KU3HU He Clibllaja npassl o cede. Cinyru B IHauu Beera
MPEKJIOHSUTUCh Y TIOAYUHSIIUCH, YTO Obl ¢ HUMU HU fenanu. O
CBOEH HapyKHOCTU OHA BOOOIIEe HUKOT/Ia He JyMaJia, HO Terepb



€l Mpulilia B TOJIOBY MBICIIb, IEMICTBUTEIIBHO JIM OHA TaK HENPU-
BJIEKaTeJIbHA, KaK 1 beH, 1 ObUT 1 y Hee TaKoM ke KHCIIBII BUJL
Terepb, Kak 1 Jo NosiBieHus: nTuyku. Eil crano He no cebe.

bnus Hee BIpyr pa3aanack sicHasi, YucTasi Tpelib, ¥ OHa ObICT-
po obepHynack. OHa CTOsIIa B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax OT MOJIOIOW
SIOJIOHM, HAa OJHOU M3 BETBEW KOTOPOH yceslach MaJIMHOBKA M Ha-
yaJsia netb. ben paccmesics.

— Ilouemy oHa 3anena? — cnpocuia Mepu.

— OHa pemmia moapy ) uthesi ¢ T000i, — orBeTr1 beH. — Thl
ey, BUJHO, TPUIILIACH 1O HPaBy!

— 417! — BockiMKHya Mepu U marHyjaa noosnvke K si0J0He,
7151451 HaBepX. — XOuelllb MOPYKUThCS CO MHOW? — CKa3ajia OHa
NITHIIE, KaK Oy/ITO TOBOPHIIA C YeJIOBEKOM. — XOUellh?

Omna cka3aja 3To He CBOMM OOBIYHBIM YOTIOPHBIM TOHOM M HE
TIOBEJIUTEIbHBIM «HHAMHCKMM» TOHOM, HO TaK HEKHO M JIACKO-
BO, UTO cTapblil beH ObLT Tak ke N3yMJIeH, Kak U OHA, KOT/a BIiep-
BbI€ YCJIbIIIIAJIA, KaK OH CBUCTAI.

— Kax TbI 3T0 XOpOIIO 1 JTaCKOBO CKa3aJla, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH,
— Kak Oy/ITO THI M B CaMOM JieJie peOeHOK, a He YOTopHasi CTapy-
xa! Tbl roBOpUMIIa OYTH TaK *ke€, Kak JIMKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOUMU
JIIOOUMIIAMHA B CTEIIH.

— A Bol 3Haete Jlukona? — cipocuiia Mepu, ObIcTpO 00epHYB-
IIKUCh K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3Hat0T. [lukoH xoouT nosciony. [Jaxe aroas! u 1se-
ThI €0 3HAIOT. S ymalo, YTO eMy JIMCHILIbI TIOKA3bIBAIOT, TAE UX
JETEHBIIH, ¥ ;KABOPOHKHU OT HEro He MpS4yT IHe3[.



Mepu o4eHb XOTeJIOCh 3a/1aTh €Ile HECKOJIbKO BOIPOCOB. B
HEll 3arOBOPHUJIO TaKOE JKe JIOOIBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEHUIO K Iy-
KOHY, KaK U TO OTHOIIIEHHIO K 3abporiieHHomy cany. Ho B oty
MUHYTY MaJMHOBKA, KOTOpas Nepecraja NeTb, TPSIXHY/A KpPbl-
JIBIIIKaMHU, pacripaBuiia UX U yieTesa.

— OHna niepesietenia 1o Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Me-
pH, ciens 3a ee nojerom. — OHa noserena BO (PPyKTOBBIN Cajl. ..
a Ternepb OHA Y€ 3a BTOPOU CTEHOM... B TOM Cajy, IJle HET Ka-
JIUTKU !

— OHa Tam KHBET, — CKa3aJ crapblii beH, — TaM OHa BbUTYIIHU-
JIach U3 AAIA TAe-HUOYIb MEX/y PO3OBBIMH KYCTaMHU.

— A Tam ecTb po30BbI€ KYCThI? — cripocuiia Mepu.

BeH cHOBa B3sjics 3a 3aCTyN U Hayasl KOMarb.

— Bput. .. mecsATh et Tomy Hazaj, — MpoOOPMOTAT OH.

— 41 6B XOTENa MX yBUAETh, — CKazaia Mepu. — e 3eseHas
kamuTka? [ne-HuOyap Beib A0OMKHA ObITh KaauTKa!

Ben cyHyn 3actyn TiyOOKO B 3eMJIIO, U BUJI Y HETO CTaJl Ta-
KOU ke He/IPYKeIOOHBIN, KaK ¥ B TIEPBYI0O MUHYTY, Korna Mepu
yBUjEJA €ro.

— Bblia. .. gecArpb JieT ToMy Hasall, a Terepb €€ HEeT, — CKa3all
OH.

— Her xamutku! — Bocksmmkayna Mepu. — OHa 10kHA OBITB !

— Her ee, 1 HUKTO ee HE MOXKET HalTH, U HUKOTO 3TO HE Ka-
caetcsi. A Tbl He Oy[Ib HAJI0€[UIMBOI U HE CYH CBOEro Hoca, Kyza
He Hago! Hy, mHe Teniepb Hayo padorats. Ctynail cede urparb;
y MeHs1 O0JIbIIie HET BpeMeHH !



U on NEepECTaJI KOIarb, BCKUHYJI 3aCTYII Ha TIJIEYO U OTOIIEII,
HC B3ITIAHYB Ha HEC U OaK€C HE MPOCTUBIIUCDH.



I'naBa VI

Ha nepBbIX IOpax OfuH ieHb ObUT IIOXO0X Ha JAPYrou s Me-
pu JlenHokc. Kaxxnoe yTpo oHa mpochlinaiach B CBOEM KOMHATE ¢
TKaHBIMU 000SIMM 1 BUjie1la MapTy, CTOSIBIIYIO Ha KOJICHSIX BO3-
Jie KAMUHA, YTOOBI Pa3BECTH OTOHb; KX I0€ YTPO OHA 3aBTpaKasa
B CBOEH «JIETCKOW», TJie el HeueM ObLIO Pa3BJICUbCs, M KasKIbli
JIeHb TTOCJIe 3aBTPaKa CMOTPEa B OKHO, Ha OOIITUPHYIO CTEIh, KO-
TOpasi paCKU/IbIBaIach BO BCE CTOPOHBI M CJIMBAJIACh C TOPU30H-
TOM; IOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS1, OHA MPUXOIXJIA K 3aKJII0Ue-
HUIO, YTO, €CJIM OHA HE BBIUJIET, e TPUAETCs CUIETh Oe3 BCAKOTO
Jiesia, ¥ IO3TOMY OHa BBIXOAWJIA.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO THEH, MPOBEACHHBIX MTOYTH UCKJTIOUNUTETBHO
Ha CBEKEM BO3AYXE, OHA MPOCHYJIACh OJHAX/Ibl YTPOM OYEHB I'O-
JIoAHAs1. YCEBIIMCh 3aBTPAKaTh, OHA YK€ HE OTTOJIKHYJIA YaIIKU
C MPE3PUTENIbHBIM BUAOM, HO Cpa3y B3sijla JIOKKY M CTajla €CTh;
eJ1a OHa JI0 TeX MOop, IMOKa Yalllka He cTajia MmyCTOu.

— Tpl OTVIMYHO CIIpaBUJIACH C ITUM CErOJIHS, — CKa3ana Mapra.

— CeronHst 3T0 OBUIO OYEHb BKYCHO, — CKa3ana Mepwu, cama
HEMHOTO yUBJICHHASI.

— D70 cTEenmHOM BO3/AYX JaeT Tede anmneTuT, — ckazaia Mapra.
— Thl cyacTMBuUIIA: y TeOsI HE TOJIBKO aIIEeTUT eCTh, HO U efia. A
y Hac B KOTTEKE — HAC IBEHAIaTh YEJIOBEK — Y BCEX JKEITYIKH,
a MOJIOKUTh B HUX Hevero. Thl Urpail Ha BO3yXe Kaxk/Iblid JIEHb
1 He OyJelllb Takas KeTasl.



— 41 He urpatwo, — ckazasia Mepu. — MHe HeueM urparb.

— Heuewm wrpars! — BockimmkHysna Mapra. — Hamm geru wr-
paIoOT MpPYThsIMHU, KaMelllkaMu, OeraioT, Kpuyar, CMOTPSIT Ha Bce
KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpruaa, HO TOXe CTajla pacCMaTpuBaTh Bee; OOJb-
1Ie e Hevyero ObuIo enath. OHa 00X0omuIa BOKPYT Ca10B, Opoiu-
J1a 1o 10poxKaMm napka. MiHoraa oHa uckasia craporo beHa u xo-
T$s1 HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUJIeJIa ero 3a paboToii, HO OH ObLT WU CIIUIII-
KOM 3aHST, WM CJMIIKOM YTPIOM, 4To0 MOmisieTs Ha Hee. Of-
HaX[bl, KOTZIa OHA HAITPaBWJIACh K HEMY, OH IOIHSI CBOM 3aCTYII
Y OTBEPHYJICS, KaK OyATO HAPOUHO.

Yamie Bcero oHa ryinsia Mo TPOIMHKE BO3JIE CTEHbI, OKPY-
kapien caapl. [Io 06e CTOpOHBI TPONMHKU OBLIM He3acaKeH-
HbIe KJIyMOBI, @ CTEHBI 3aPOCJIY TYCTHIM TUTIONIOM. B ogHOM Me-
CTe BbIOINAsICS TEMHO-3€eJIeHast JIMCTBA Oblla 0COOEHHO IycTa, Kak
Oy/ITO 32 Heil A0JTOoe BpeMsi HUKTO He MpUCMaTpUBaJl.

Cryctst HeckonbKO AHew mnocie Berpeur ¢ benom Mepu 3a-
METWJIAa 9TO U OCTAHOBWJIACH, YIUBIIAACH, TOYEMyY 3TO Tak. OHa
CTOSIZIa M CMOTpeJia Ha BETKY IUIIONIA, KA4aBIIYIOCS OT BETPa,
Kak BAPYT Mepe[ Hell 61eCHYJI0 YTO-TO KPACHOE U TIOCIIBIIIAIOChH
3By4YHOE uMpuKaHbe. Ha creHe cuzaena manmHoBKa craporo be-
Ha, IJISA/I51 BHU3, C BHITSIHYTOU IIEHKOW Y HAKJIOHEHHON HAOOK T0-
JIOBKOW.

— O! 10 THI! — KpUKHYIa Mepu, U eil HUUyTh HE MOKa3aJI0Ch
CTPaHHBIM, UTO OHA 3arOBOPHJIA C ITUYKOM, KaK Oy/ITO Ta MOIJIa
TIOHSITh €€ WJIK OTBETUTD €M.



[Ttruka QEWCTBUTEILHO OTBETHIIA €1: OHA 3alederaia 1 3a-
MpbIrasia, CJIOBHO paccKasbiBaja el 0 ueM-To. Mepu 3acMesiiach,
Y KOrJa NMTUYKA MYCTUIACh JIETETh BJOJIb CTEHBI, OHA Mo0eKaa
3a Heil. beHas ManeHbkas Mepu — Xyaasi, Jenirtasi, OHa B 3Ty
MUHYTY Ka3aJ1aCh TIOYTH KPACHUBOM.

— 9 moGmo Tebs1! — KPUKHYJIA OHA U JaKe TIOTBITAIACH 3aCBH-
CTaTh, Yero BOBCe He ymera JienaTh. Ho nTudka Kasaiach BIOTHE
JIOBOJIbHOM: OHA TOXE CTasla CBUCTAaTh B OTBET U, HAKOHEIl, pac-
NIPAaBUB KPbUIbs, CMEJIO B3JIeTesIa Ha BEPIIMHY JIepeBa, ycenach
TaMm U IPOMKO 3ariera.

D710 HAMOMHWIO Mepu TOT JIeHb, KOT/ia OHA BIIEPBbIE YBUEA
nTuuky. Torma nTuyka Kayajiach Ha BEpIIMHE JiepeBa, a Mepu
crosuia B (ppyKToBOM cafy. Terneps oHa Oblj1a C APYroil CTOPOHBI
(ppykTOBOIrO Cafa u CTOsIA Ha TPOITMHKE BO3JIE CTEHBI, 32 KOTO-
PO¥ BUIHEJIOCH TO k€ CaMoe JIEPEBO.

—9TO TOT cajl, B KOTOPBIM HEJIb3s1 BOMTHU, — CKa3aJIa OHA CaMOM
cebe. — IT10 caj 0e3 KAIUTKH, U TaM KUBeT IIThdka. Kak Obl MHE
XOTEeJIOCh MOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM Takoe!

Ona o0oria BOKPYr CTEHBI, TIIATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBas ee, U
yOenuiach, 4To KaJIMTKYU B HEWl He ObLIO.

— ITO OYEHB CTPAHHO, — IPOTOBOPUJIA OHA. — BeH cka3al, 4to
KaJIMTKK HET, U ee Taku HeT. Ho necaTsh et TomMy Hazan Obuia
KQJIUTKA, MOTOMY 4TO MucTep KpaBeH 3apbul KJlou B 3eMJTIO.

Bce 3710 /12710 CTONBKO MUIIM €€ yMY, YTO OHA 3aUHTEPecoBa-
JIach M pelInia, 4To He KajieeT O TOM, UTo nprexana B Muccelb-
TysuT-MsHop. B WHnun eii Bcerma ObUIO kapKo, M OHa BCeraa



YYBCTBOBAJIA TaKYyl0 UCTOMY, YTO HUYEM HE MOIJIa 3aUHTEPECO-
BarbcsA. CBEXKUI CTEIHOM BETEP TOYHO CyBaJl AYTUHY C €€ Ma-
JIEHBKOT'O MO3Ta U OKUBJISI €€.

OHa 1mouTH Bech JIeHb MPOBEJIa HA CBEKEM BO3[yXe M KOIjaa
ceJia yKUHATh BeUepoM, TO OblJIa OYeHb TOJIOIHAS, COHHASI M UyB-
CTBOBAJIA MPUATHYIO YCTaJIOCTb.

Omna He paccepauiack, korna Mapra Hauana OoiTaTh, U 4yB-
CTBOBaJIa, YTO €M Jake MPUATHO CIIyIlIaTh €€; HAKOHEL OHA pe-
IWia 3aJaTh €l OJUH BOIMpOC. 3ajajja OHa €ro mocie yxkuHa,
YCEBIIUCh Ha KOBPE MPel KAMUHOM.

— INouemy muctep KpaBeH Tak He JOOUT 3TOT caj? — Crpo-
CHJIa OHa.

Omna 3acraBuiia Mapry ocrarbcs nociie yxkuHa, 1 Mapra He
nporuBmiach. OHa ObUIA OUEHb MOJIONA, IPUBBIKJIA K KU3HH B
KOTTE/IKe, TOJTHOM OpaTheB M cecTep, M eil ObUIO OYeHb CKYY-
HO BHU3Y, B O'POMHOM JTIOJCKOI. MapTa j00uia Noropopurh, a
9Ta CTPaHHAasl IEBOUKA, KOTopast ;kuia B VIHAUM U MMesa YepHbIX
ciyr, Obi1a 11t MapThl 0COOEHHO MPUBJIEKATEIbHON HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycenach Ha KOBpe y KaMuHa, HE JOXUAASCH MpUIa-
HICHUS.

— Tsl Bce eme mymaenb 00 3ToM cajie? — CIpOCHiIa OHA. —
Taxk s u 3Hama. To e camoe OBUTO ¥ CO MHOH, KOT/Ia sI BIIEPBbIE
yCIIBIIIAa 00 3TOM.

— Ilouemy OH ero Tak HeHaBuAe? — HacTauBasia Mepu.

Mapra nomxkana noju ce0st HOru 1 ycenach moyJoOHeH.

— [locnyiman-ka, Kak BeTep BOET BOKPYT IOMa, — CKa3aJla OHa.



— Tol Termeppb He MoIIIa OBl YCTOSITH HA HOTAX, €C/v Obl BHIIIUIA B
cTens!

— Ilouemy ke OH ero Tak HeHaBu e ? — OMSATh crpocuiia Me-
pu. OHa xoTena y3Hath 310, pa3 Mapra Toxe 3Haja.

Mepu craa BHIKJIaIbIBATh MPEJ HEI0 CBOM 3arac CBEIACHUM.

— IlomHn, — ckazana oHa, — Muccuc Memiok npukasana He
pasroBapuBaTh 00 3TOM. 371eCh €CTb MHOTOE, O UeM HEeJIb3sl pa3-
roBapuBaTh. TakoBbl npuka3zanusi mucrepa Kpssena. OH roBo-
PHMT, YTO €r0 HecyacThs — He Hallle Jiesio. Ecim Obl He 9TOT cajl, oH
Obl He ObUT TakuM. D10 ObUT caj muiccrc KpaseH; ero pa3oum,
KOIZJa OHU TOJIBKO UTO MOBeHYanch. OHA OuYeHb JI0OMIA STOT
cajl, ¥ OHM BMECTe yXa)KUBaJIU 32 1IBETaMU; HU OJIHOTO CaJJOBHU-
Ka He myckaiu B caf. Muctep KpageH ¢ xeHol yxonuiu B caj,
3aTBOPSUIM 32 COOOUM KAJIUTKY M TIO TEJIbIM YacaM CHUJETH TaM,
pasroBapuBasi U YMTasl.

Ona Obl1a MOJIOZIEHBKASI, COBCeM JieBouka! B camy crosiio cta-
poe IepeBO C COTHYTOM BETBbIO, Bpojie ckaMelku. OHa rnocaaunia
BOKPYT HEro po3bl U BCEraa cujena Ha 3Tou BeTBU. OQHAX/IbL,
KOIJa OHa TaM CHJIENa, BETBb CJIOMaJIach, OHA ylajla Ha 3eMJII0 U
TaK CWJIBHO YIIMOJIACh, YTO Ha3aBTpa yMepJa.

JlokTOpa Iymasnu, 4yTo OH COMAET ¢ yma u Toxe ymper. Ilo-
TOMY-TO OH TaK HEHAaBUAUT ITOT caj. C Tex mop TyAa HUKTO He
3aXOJIUJI, U OH HUKOMY He MO3BOJISIET Aa’Ke TOBOPUTH O HEM.

Mepu Oonbilie He 3agaBasia BorpocoB. OHa cMoOTpesna Ha
KpacHOe IjlamMsl ¥ TIPUCTYIIMBAIAach K BOIO BeTpa, KOTOPBIM 3a-
BBIBAJI BCE TPOMYE.



B 3Ty MUHYTY ¢ Heil MpOUCXOJUIIO HEYTO OYEHDb XOpoliiee. ITo
CIIy4aJIOCh C HEIO YK€ B YETBEPTHIM Pa3 C TeX MOp, Kak OHa MpHU-
exana. IlepBoe ObLIO TO, KOrJja il MoKa3aaoch, YTO OHA MOHSIA
MaJIMHOBKY, a MaJIMHOBKA €€; BTOpOe, YTO OHa Oeraja Ha CBe:KeM
BO3/yX€E, [IOKA HE Pa3ropesiach €e KPOBb; TPEThE, YTO OHA BIIEP-
BbI€ B ’KM3HU MCIBITAJIA HACTOAILIMI FOJIO/L; YETBEPTOE, KOT/IA OHA
MOHSLJIA, YTO 3HAYUT MOXKaJleTh Koro-HuOyap. OHa Aenana ycne-
XH.

[IpucnymuBasich K BOIO BETpa, OHA CTajia MPUCITYIIUBATHCS
eme K yemy-1o. OHa He 3Haja, YTo TO OBUIO, TOTOMY YTO CHA-
yaja e/iBa MOIIa OTJIMYUTb 3TO OT 3aBbIBAHUS BETpa. DTO ObLI
CTpaHHBIH 3BYK — Ka3aJI0Ch, OYJTO I/ie-To Iiakan pedeHok. MHo-
I/1a cCaMblil 3ByK BeTpa MOXOIWII Ha 11ay pedeHka; Ho Mepu cko-
po pa3oOpasia, 4To 3ByK pa3iaBajics B JOMe, a He BHe Jjoma. OH
pasnaBajics [JIe-TO OYEHb JaJIeKO, HO BHYTpH aoMa. OHa obep-
HYJIach U IocMoTpesa Ha Mapry.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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