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AHHOTaAMSA

Ha otnanenHyo JjecHyio paepeBHI0 CuUacTIMBUMKM C HeOec
CBAJIMBAETCS KPbUIATHIN BEJIMKaH, pa3pylIvB TpeTh ceneHusl. Ku3Hp
MECTHBIX W paHbllle He Oblla mogapkoM — Beunsblid Jlec Kummr
yKacHBIMU CO3JAHUSAMM, Marndeckasi «ITulla» B HeOe He MO3BOJISeT
coBpaTb JHEM. A Temepb €IIE€ U 3JIOBOHUE OT pazjararouierocs
Tpyra M HapacTraomuili romoa. Ha3paHue JepeBHHM BCE CHIIbHEE
MOXOIUT Ha W3/IEBaTeIbcTBO. HecuacThsi, Gomblime A7 B3pOCIOro U
TUTAaHTCKUE — JUTsSl peOEHKa. [IBeHaaaTUIETHSIs AeBOYKA M0 MMEHH
Piomcn 130 Bcex cmil crapaercsl NMPeBO3MOYb BCE TPYAHOCTH U
HEB3To/Ibl, OJHOBPEMEHHO pasrajpiBasi TaiHbl AepeBHU. Ho ymeHue
CIPaBJIATECS C TPENMSATCTBUSMM HE BCerja MOMOTraeT IpeoaosieTh
PacTyILyIO PONACTb MEXKAY JIOAbMHU.
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Ceprei ITaxomoB
PromMmepu

Yactp 1. /IBepb U3 rHAILIX JOCOK

Bom mo, uez0 Heav3s pewumv  8auUMU
UBNIOONEHHbIMU — OeHb2AMU, U eCMb  HACMOsuue
npoonemol.  Haceimuwbcss Ay movl  3010mblMU
MoHemamu 8 6e3no0Hol  nycmuine? A 00poeol
mebe uen06eK He O0XCUgen, Xomb NOAHLIL 2pod
O0pazoyeHHOCmell HacviNb.

Jlopu

Jladice ecau uenosek He modicem nzamv meoe 6 MU0,
Y Hez0 euje OCmaromcest NPUMEOpHble YablOKU.
Cmapocma depesnu Cuacmauguuxu

...BHe3anHo KpuKM 00OpBaiuch. Bce 3ByKH pe3Ko CTUXIIH.
3anaxu pa3oM UCYE3NU. A JIeHb CMEHUIICS HOUYBIO, OMBIBAIOIIIEN
MUD XOJIOMHBIM 1 MEPTBEHHO-OJIETHHIM CBETOM JIyHBI.

KaiipoHn cHoBa 0Opatut CBOH B30p Ha UBY. BeTKu ee MbIIHbIM
IIOTOKOM CITyCKaJICh O CaMOW PEYyIlKH U, XOTS BECh MUP 3a-
Mep, JIETOHBKO IUISICAIIN HAJl BOJOU.

OH nogHsICA U, 3aKaB B pyKE MeY, HallpaBWICA K JepeBy. JIn-
JIOBBIH TUIAIN pa3BeBaJICs 3a riedamu, Oynro Kaiipon mesn mpo-
TUB CWIBHOTO BeTpa. JIIoOW CTOsUIN, MJICHEHHBIE MTHOBEHHMEM,



OeccMbICIIeHHO HaOmoaas 3a 6e3MOJIBHBIMU CTATYSIMU JIPYT JIPY-
ra. Bce Bokpyr ocraHoBmoCh. {0k ap 3amMep mapsImyme, TIOUTH
KPYIJIBIMH, CJIeTKa CIUTIONIEHHBIMU CHU3Y KarleJIbKaMu, HEeKOTO-
pble U3 KOTOPBIX Pa3Je/IsuIuCh Ha JIBE, & Te, YTO YCIIeIN KOCHYTh-
Cs1 3eMJIH, 3aCTBUIU, CIOBHO PACITyCTUBIIUECS 1IBETHI.

KaiipoH 1ien MeasieHHO, MHOTIa KPUBSICh W BBITUPASI JIAIIO OT
KareJb, yTo pa3ouBa. OHM NOYTH HEe TIPUYMHSIIN OO, HO ObI-
JIM HETIPUSITHBI, TOYHO KTO-TO JIaBUJI HA €ro JIMIO KOHYUKAMU
XOJIOJHBIX MAJIbLIEB.

Co Bcex CTOPOH MOCIBIIIANCS TITyXOW TPECK, YyIMIIUCH JTaKe
BOILTH.

KaiipoH ocraHOBWIJICA y peuylIKHM, B KOTOPOH OTpakaach
HeOecHasl I1a/1b, OT Yero Ta JIy4mJIach COOCTBEHHBIM CHSTHUEM.
OH HaKkJIOHWJICS M OKYHYJI PyKH B MafllHe 3Be3[bl — KyCOYeK
HeOa TYT ke OKPacuJIcsl OarpoBBIM TYMaHOM.

KaiipoH OrJIsiHyJCS M CKOJNB3HYJ B3MJISJOM IO 3aCTHIBIIUM
JOJSIM, 3aTOYEHHBIM B OECKOHEUYHOCTM MIHOBEHMH: IITyOOKHe
YepHbIe TPEIIMHBI yKe OOPO3AMIN UX JIMIIA, PACCEKAIH Teja 3a-
MBICJIOBAaTBIMU Y30PaMH.

3aTeM OH MOJHSJICA U MPOTSAHYJ PyKY K NEYaJIbHbIM BETBSIM
MBbI, MEJIIEHHO pa3/IBUHYJI X, TOYHO 3aHaBec. M To, 4To OH yBU-
7eJ1, IOpa3uJIo ero OoJbllle, YeM BCEBO3MOXKHbIE yKackl BeuHoro
Jleca.

OHa ciierka noBepHyJia rojloBy — BEHOK 3allIe/IeCcTesl JIUCThSI-
MU — ¥ IOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero. Ee ryObl IporHy/u B JIETKOM HaMe-
K€ Ha YJBIOKY. AJble BOJIOCHI IEBYIIIKM PAa3BEBAIUCH HA BETPY, B



TaKT JIOXMOThSIM €TI0 HEKOT/a MPEKPACHOTO TJIalla.

Kanpon Bcrperniics ¢ Hen B3n110M. C ee OrpOMHBIMU I1a3a-
MW, 3ara/IOUHBIMH, KaK cepeOpHCThie 00IaKa, YTO BUUMBI B TTY-
60kux cymepkax. OH Ips3HO BbIPYTasics, MPOKJIUHAS B MBICIISX
BCE Ha CBETe, U B 0COOEHHOCTH cedsl, 3a TakyIo oMOKy. OJHOTO
B3IJIsIA XBATUJIO, YTOO OCO3HATH BCIO TOpedb CITyduBIerocs. B
TPy CO3PEBAJIO TO CaMOe YyBCTBO, KOTOpOe Oe3 TIaMeH! pas-
KUTaeT Moxapbl U 0e3 orHs corpeBaer. KalipoH nmoHuma, 4ro
Terepb HUKOTa He 3a0yeT I-TyOOKON CHHEBBI 3TUX MPEJIECTHBIX
m1a3. Kak v IMBHBIX y30pOB — IOPOXKEK 3aCTHIBIIMX CJIe3 Ha IIe-
Kax JeBYIIKH.

Kpaem r71a3a oH 3aMeTu1, Kak HETOABUKHBIE JIIOU ykKe TIOJ-
HOCTBIO TTOOEJIEN 1 3aCOXJIU, ITBETOM HAITOMUHASI JTYHHBI JUCK.
HekoTopsle 13 HUX TOJBKO TOILIN TPEIUHAME, TPyTHe HauaIu
KPOIIUTLCS U Pa3BAJIMBATLCS HA KYCKH, TOJOOHO APEBHUM CTa-
TYsIM, BEK KOMX 3aKOHUMJICS. 3BYK, C KOTOPHIM OHU Pa30MBAIMCh
IIpH TIaJIEHUH, CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M HAIIOMHMHAJ JKaJOOHBIE CTO-
HbL. [IbUTh OT OOJIOMKOB MOTHSIACH JI0 HEOeC, TOUHO kKejast J10-
TAHYTBCS JI0 TAaKOW OJIM3KOM WM JaJICKOM JIYHBI.

KaiipoH moHumMa, 4to BCIO KU3Hb Oy/IeT COXaleTh O CBOEM
nocrynke. W moko# emy tenepb OyleT TOJIbKO CHUTBCSI.



I'nasa 1. Promcn

— Piomcu!

Piomcu oTcTpaHeHHO cMoTpesia B OKHO. Ha ee nmiio maman
KpOBaBBIl OTOJNECK JIEHWBO yxojsiiero conuma. Jlya Bce ere
TEIUIbIl OCEHHUI BeTepoK. M31am JOHOCHIIMCh TOCKJIMBBIE 3a-
BBIBAHUSI JePEBEHCKUX MCOB. OCKOJIKM CHA HETOPOILUIUBO YJIEeTy-
YMBAJIUCh U3 TTAMSTH.

— Piomcu!

3amnax rapu B KOMHaTe ellie YyBCTBOBAJICS, XOTs rojioBa Oosie-
JIa y’Ke He TaK CUJIBHO.

[To3aBuepa JIOAM pacpaBUIUCh C COCEASIMU M COXIJIM HX
oM. Jlerkuii AbIM B3IBIMAJICS HaJ MECTOM Toxapwuiia. Msco,
KOTOpOE MPOJaBaId COCEU, OKazaloch 4yenoBeueckuM. Crtano
MIOHSITHO, KTO CTOSUT 32 MCUE3HOBEHMEM JieTel. BrIBepHYThCS Y
JINXOJIEEB HE BHIIILIO.

TImuuyy 6 nebe Yy suoame,
He noayuumoucsi cospame.

Bnepsoie Promcu pagoBanach, 4To y HUX He ObLIO JeHEr U
OTel] He MOT MO3BOJIUTH ceOe KyMUTh MsICO, AakKe MO CTONb HU-



YTOKHOU IIEHE.

— Promcu! — cHOBa mpo3ByYas rojoc Oparuka.

Bpatuk crosn Bosne Hee. Kak Beerga, rpOMKHUN.

— Tebs orert 30BeT! — mpokpuya oH. — Bee xopormo?!

— 41, HaBepHoe. .. 3aipeMaia, — OTO3Ba1ach IEBOUKA.

— Crosa?!

— Bugumo, uz-3a gyparkoro apiMa. MHe oMepeimsoch, Kak
JBOE... KOJJYHOB COPEBHOBAJIUCh. A elle CTOSJ J€Hb, HO Ha
HeOe 51 He 3amerwia [Itmuwbr [IpaBapl. IpencraBnsiems? Tak
HENPUBBIYHO.

— Koneuno, nomepeniuiiock. Tl ke 3Haelllb: KOJIIYHOB JaBHO
Het! Beex younu! Muaue He Obuto 661 Me3octu! M Bce cmoru
ObI BpaTh!

— Mep3zocty, — nonpaswia Promcn. — Y HasbiBau 310 [ITHnen.
HenaBuxy c10BO «MEP30CThH».

— Iloromy 4utO TeOs1 MHOT/IA TaK HA3BIBAIOT, — TO JIU CIIPOCHII,
TO JIM TIOATBEPANJ MATbYUK, HAUYTh HE CMYTUBIINCh. — A MHE
HpPAaBSTCS TBOM ISATHA, U JJIS1 MEHS Thl — CaMasi KpacuBasl.

Piomcu He crana 00bsICHATh, YTO IPUUMHA HE TOJIBKO B OTMe-
TUHAX MOJ IJ1a3aMH.

— Cnacubo, — ynpiOHyJach OHa, HEOCO3HAHHO TNPUKOCHYB-
mmch K 1meke. — Ho oHo Benp maput B HeOe. BepHo?

bparuk kuBHYyII

— U dpopmoit HemHOro noxoxe. MHorue Ha3biBaloT 310 [TH-
ueii. Bpone kak nogxonsinee HazBaHue. CoraceH?

— HasepHoe, — moxail meyaMy MaJIb4MK U TYT K€ HaroM-



HWI: — Orell 30BeT!

— Vxe uny.

Bparuk kuBHYyN 1 yoexan. Piomcu ele pa3 BbINIsIHY/IA B OK-
HO. B HEKOTOpBIX TOMax yke CBETHIIMCh OKHA. OHa YJIBIOHYIACh,
BCIIOMHMB, KaK B JIETCTBE €l YylInJIOCh, OYATO THICSYM TyJOBHIIL
u3 Beunoro Jleca HaOmomaioT 3a Hell Bo Bee 11a3a. Ceiiyac oHa
MIOYTH B3pOCIIasi U CTpaxy y Hee Tenepb APYyrue.

Korga Piomcu Boruia B o0111yi0 KOMHATy, B HO3JIpU U3/eBa-
TeJIbCKU yAapuJI 3amnax epl. HeoObIKHOBEHHO BKYCHBIN U JIaBHO
3a0bITHIN 3anax. KUBOT 3aypualt, CIOBHO MOTPEBOKEHHBIN Bpe/I-
HBII peOCHOK, KOTOpOoro ejie ycbimian. FOmka u TpaBsiHble Ha-
MUTKY OOMaHbIBAJIH JKeTyAOK JIUIIb HEHAHOJTO.

Ha ctose crosin 3akormueHHbIN TIMHSIHBINA FTOPIIIOK, OTAAIOIIANA
TEeIUIOM. JIErKui HajieT Caky B UI'PE CBETA OT CBEYEU W NEYKHU
npeBpamaicsa B Mojgooue yIblOKHA, TOYHO TOPIIOYEK caM pajio-
BaJICsl, YTO HAKOHEL HATIOJIHEH HOpMaJibHOM oM. [1axJyio katen
C )KUPOM.

— Camuch KymiaTh, — yIBIOHYJICS OTell.

— Otkypna ena? — ynuBwiach Promcu.

Ortewl mpoMrHOpUpPOBa BOIPOC.

Muaaimumii 6pat KOCHICS Ha TOPIIOK, HO TIOAXOAUTh HE OCMe-
JIMBAJICSL.

— Tl He ToNTOMHAA? — HAXMYPUJT OPOBH OTeIl.

Teneps yxe npomonyasia oHa. Her cMpiciia oTBeUaTh, €Civ He
TOJIBKO OHU, a BCSI IEPEBHSI JKUBET BIPOTOJIO/Ib.

— Kakoii apomat, — BoIesn B oM crapimii opar. — Ber uro,



0e3 MeHsl XOTeJN YKUHAThH?

OH nocnemm K CTojy, Ha X0y NOTUPasi PyKHu.

— 41, HanipuMmep, ¥ He coOupaiack, — TyKaBo YJIbIOHYIach PloM-
cu. — [1oka Thl He Bolen, JyMasa, 4To oTell TeOsi MPUTrOTOBUIL

Bce nipbicHyu co cmexy. Kpome orna.

— Ilam, a roe o1 Kpyny gocran? 1o Bep HE U3 3aMacoB? —
YAUBWICS CTAPILIUT.

Bpatbst oOcTynunm ropimoyex.

Orter; 0OpaTviI HAa HUX B3IJIsA]] CBOMX CYPOBBIX IJ1a3:

— 970 He BaM ! — cKa3aJj OH, NoBbIcKB roJioc. Ha ctporom nune
MY>KYMHBI YUTAIOCh HEJJOBOJILCTBO. — Y PlOMCH JIeHb pOKICHHUS.

Oba maJibuuKa C yIWMBJIEHHO-OOSI3MBBIM BhIpaKEHHEM TO-
CMOTpEJIM Ha OTLA U OTOILIM OT cTosa. B BO31yxe MoBUCIO Ts-
KeJloe, HETIPUSTHOE HalpsKEHUE.

— Ho eme pano, — ynusuiace Promcu. — Henb3sa nepeHocutsb
NIPa3/IHUK Hamnepes.

BpaKKu — ee IBOIOPOIHBIN OpaTt — paccKas3biBal: OBITYET IMOBE-
pbe, UTO K peOeHKY B JICHb €0 POKICHUS MPUJIETAIOT TPU 3JThIX
JyXa, ¥ 9TOOBI 33/I00PUTh UX, PAJOM C KOJIBIOEIBIO CTABAT pa3-
myHble yromeHus. [TakocTHUKYM HaOpachIBAlOTCS Ha €1y U 3a-
OBIBAIOT O CBOMX 3JIBIX HaMepeHUsiX. Hemb3s mepeHoCuTh mpas-
HOBAHUS Ha JIEHb BIIEpe/] WK Ha3a/1 WK BOBCE HE MPa3HOBATb.
Benp 1yxu BO3BpaIlaloTCs Kax/Iblid O] TOYHO B JIEHb POXKICHUS
peOeHka.

— MB&I He 3HaeM, 4TO Hac KJeT 3aBTpa, — OTell He oOparaics
HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO.



OH npaB, MBICJIEHHO coracuiiachk Piomcu, ceituac Takue Bpe-
MeHa, 4TO TyXH1 — He Xy/riasi u3 6e1. A Bpakku Bcerja MHOTO 4e-
o pacckasbiBajl. BoH rmocjie cMepTu Matepy HU pa3y He Mpa3iHo-
BaJU, ¥ HUYero. «MHTepecHo, Kak TaMm ceityac Bpakku», — mpo-
MEJIbKHYJIA MBICITb.

YepHble TeHU MPOAOJIKAIIHN TISICATh HA OJieqHbIX cTeHax. [Tna-
MsI B TICUH TAHIIEBAJIO U BBITATUBAJIOCh.

— He Goiitech, s1 BaM OcTaBilio, — HaKOHell ckaszana Piomcu,
TIBITASICh PA3PsIIUTh OOCTAHOBKY.

[Tpu mbIcH 0 ene cHOBa 3aypuasio B xkuBoTe. OHa Buepa mo-
YTH He eJ1a, a KOT/ia HaeJalach JIOChITA, YKe U BCTIOMHUTh HE MOT-
na. l'onon, 0 KOTOPOM paHblIle TOJBKO CIBIIIAIH, TeTeph MPUIIIe
B CUaCT/IMBUYMKMU.

Crnerka HaXMYpPHBIIIMCh W3-32 CTPAHHOTO TOBEJCHUS OTIIA,
Piomcu Bce ke ycenach 3a CTod.

— Kamka, — neBouka oOnu3ana ryOku. — A 3T0 — YepHOS-
HUK? — OHA 033JJaYeHHO B3IJIsSIHY/Ia Ha OTIIA.

Jlaxxe B CTONb IOHOM BO3PACTE OHA 3HAJIA TOT SAOBUTHINA IPHO.
[ToMHOCTBIO YepHBI M BECh B JKEJTBHIX MPOKUIKAX U KPACHBIX
TOYKaX.

— CecrpeHka, Tbl, HeOOCh, TIepenyTaja, — IPOU3HeC CTapIIUi
Opar, HO PiomMcH ycitbiliana B €ro royioce Jierkoe OecrioKONCTBO,
CXOXee C TeM, UYTO YyBCTBOBAJIA cama.

— TosbKO MOX0X, — MOsSICHUJ oTell. — M3-3a cXoncTBa C. .. uep-
HOSITHUKOM 3T T'pUOBI elle MOXHO HalTh. OHM coBceM 0e3-
BpEHbIC U OUYEHb BKYCHBIC.



Tem He MeHee Promcu nmouyBCTBOBaJIa JIOKb B CJIIOBaxX OTILIA.
Omna nipocnenuiia 3a ero B3nisiioM. OH KOCWIICS B HEOOJBINOE
KPYIJIOe OKOIIIKO, BHIXOASIIEe Ha YJMILY U cocelicKue Toma. Tam
K CTeHe IMPUCIIOHUIICS KaKON-TO 0OOpBaHHbINA KayieKa. BeicTpo
TEMHEJIO, TOJIKOM HUUYEro He Pa3IIisifIETh.

3a okHOM nocieiaicsa Bou. CTajo HEBEPOATHO XOJIOAHO, U
C KQX/IBIM y/IapOM Cep/illa CTAHOBUJIOCH TOJIbKO XOJIO/IHEN.

Piomcu 3actaBuiia ceOst yabIOHY ThCS:

— IlonsATHO.

Bpatbst HenoHMMaroIe HAOMIOAAIN 32 TIPOUCXOSIINM, Tiepe-
BOJIsI B3IJISI/I TO HA CECTPY, TO HA OTIIA.

— §I momymana, Thl OTPaBUTb MEHs COOpaJcsi, — HEOPEXKHO
Opocmia PioMcu v BHYyTpeHHE Hampsriach, 3aMeTHB, KaK OTell
OITyCTHJI TJ1a3a.

— He Gecrniokotics, jouenbka. Kyraii.

PiomMcH kMBHYJa 1 OIyCTUJIA JIOKKY B ropiuok. I'ps3nHas yx-
MBUIKa KOTOPOTO Teneph OOJIbIIIe HAMTOMUHAJIA XUIITHBIA OCKAJT.

OHna poraganace, B yem jeso. ConHIle JaBHO 3alUI0, a C HUM
U «ITula». BoT mouemy otery 3aTesi1 CTOb MO3JHUM YKUH.

— Tol MeHs1 32 1ypy Aep:kulllb? — yapiOka Ha juiie Piomcu ripe-
BpaTujach B UCTEpUUECKyl0. — Ecim XoTen oTpaBUTh, TO HYKHO
OBbLIO XOTS OBl MeJIbUe MOpe3aTh.

— Orer, 3aueM?! — KPUKHYJ HA OTIA CTApPIINI Opar.

Muaammii 6paTuK Hayas IUIaKaTh.

My:x4rHa OrIsiHyJICS ¥ OPOCHIT HA CTapIIEro ChIHA CePIUTHIN
B3IJISIL.



— He BmemmBaiicsi, — mporpemelt oTell, ero rjiaza CBEpKHYJIN
OITaCHBIM OJIECKOM.

— ThI 32 YTO IOTyOUTH €€ XOUellb?! — He YHUMAJICSI CTapIIHA.

Orer; pe3Kko MOMHSUICS M yAApW CbIHA KYJTaKOM B KHMBOT.
Crapmmii Opat pyxHy ¢ KpukoM 0omu. Ero 6s1 BBIpBaIo ot yia-
pa, ecu ObI OBUIO YeM.

— He BmemmBaiics, ckazai xke! — nmporieans otel] CKBO3b 3yObl.

OH oTmycTUJ ChlHA W HampaBWICS B JajibHUK yroi. Piomcu
3aMeTHJIa CJIe3bl B IJ1a3ax OTIa.

— MBplI ke TYT C rojiony nepeioxHeM, — My>KUrHa TiepenyraH-
HO B3IJISIHYJI HA CKPYTUBILIErocs cbiHa. — Coceika BOH CKOpO Po-
JUT, a el Bcero TpuHaalare. He cunbHo crapiie Piomcu. Xo-
Jelb, YTOO 1 Hallla MPUHECA elle OauH xenynok? Ham uetBe-
PbIM €CTh HEYero.

[TpuuuHa, KOTOPYIO MPUBEI OTell, MOKa3aiach Plomcu riynoi
Y TIPUJIyMaHHOM Ha XOy.

Orer; 00epHYJICS, 9TOO CKPBITH CJI€3bI ¥ MOAHSATH TOTOp. Piom-
CHM 3aMETHUJIA Ha €r0 JIULIE TEHb HEKOTOPOU HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH.

— Ilpoctute MeHs1, AeTU, HO JIydllle Cpa3y, YeM C rojioay, —
CKazaJl OH TUXO.

— INanouka! [MpekpaTtu! — 3aKpryan Maaim.

Piomcu noka3anoce, 4To My:KYMHA XOTEN YTO-TO CKa3aTh UM,
KaK-TO OMpaBAaTh CBOU MOCTYIOK, HO, €CJIA HYKHBIE CJIOBA U CY-
IIECTBOBAJIM, OHU, NTOX0XkeE, HE TPUXOAWIIA EMY Ha YM.

— Jla mpocTAT MeHs 00Ty, — MPOIIENTAJI OH, 3aHOCS TOITOP HaJl
T'OJIOBOM.



Promcu Tpscnack ot yxaca, IATACh OT OTLA, [IOKa He yIepiiach
CTIMHOM B XOJIOAHBIN KameHb cTeHbl. CripaBa Obl10 OKHO. MyK-
YMHA I1IeJ1 MEeJUIEHHO, CIOBHO J]aBasi e IaHC yOekKaTh.

— Promcu, 6ern! Cracaricsi! — mpoopai crapiiuid, mpuxoas B
ceOsl.

JleBouKa rmposessia B OKHO U CITPBITHYJIA HA 3eMJTIO, HO YOerarhb
He pelnayiack. B jome ocraBasiuch Oparhbsi.

Orten cTpaHHO MOCMOTPEJ HAa HEE, B €I'0 IV1a3aX CTOSUIN CJIE3bI
OTYASIHbSA:

— [Ipoctu... He mor nnadve... He 6b110 BBIOOpA.

Mo crimue Promcu mpo6Gesxan xonoaok. Ee mocerwso crpar-
HOE 4yBCTBO: Oy/ITO OHa BUJUT OTLA U OpaTheB MOCIETHUN pa3
B )KU3HU.

Bapyr cBepxy 4T0-TO IIpOrpeMesio.

Promcu 6pocuiack Gexarb. 3emMiist IO HOraMH B3POTHYIIA,
HeOo coTpsic packar rpoma. Mnm 3to 6bl1 Kpuk? Bapyr crano
HEBEPOATHO TOCKJIMBO.

Bpems, kazanocsk, 3amennmiiock. CIIOBHO BCe IPOUCXOIUIIO
Ha JTHe o3epa.

Promcu omyTiiia, Kak HOrM OTOPBAJIMCh OT 3€MJIU U €€ TIOHEC-
JI0 MPOYb, OYATO JIUCT, YBJIEKAEMbI BETPOM. UTO-TO TaBUJIO B
CIIMHY, POHOCS] MAMO JIOMOB, JIOMAIOIINXCS, TOTOOHO THHJIBIM
JEPEBBSIM.

710 KOoHeIlr?

“2TO TONBKO Hayas0”, — BCIBIXHYJIA HETIOHATHO OTKYZa BO3-
HUKILAs MBICIIb.



3areM cTajio HEBBIHOCMMO 00IbHO. U BCe ucuesno.

2

— [poceimaiics, Piomcu, — pa30yam ee ycTasiblil 5KeHCKHI To-
JIoC.

ProMcu oTKpbUIa I71a3a, OILYTUB JIETKOE FOJIOBOKPYKEHUE.

Yepes OKHO CTPYUJICS COJTHEYHBIN CBET, 03apsisi BCIO KOMHATY.
JleBouKe Ha MTHOBEHbE ITOKA3aJIOCh, YTO OHA HAXOOUTCS JOMA:
TE € CTEHbI U3 XOJIOMHOIO OEJIOro KamHsl, TOT e B/ U3 OKHa
— JiomMa y Jieca.

B kxoMHate BuTaJ1 eBa yJIOBUMBIN CMPa/l, HATOMUHAIOIIWHI 3a-
rax 4ecHOKa.

Bosne kpoBaTu cTosiia KEHINMHA, BHIIIS/IEBIIAS OrevyaieH-
HOM.

— Tersa? — yauBuiacs Promcu.

[ocnennuii pa3 OHU BUAETUCH OKOJIO YEThIPEX JIET Ha3al, KO-
I/1a TeTsl MPUHOCKJIA TieJIeOHBIe TPaBhI JJIs1 Opara.

— Kak TbI ce0s1 9yBCTBYeIlb? — CIIPOCHIIA JKEHIIMHA.

Promcu Opocuiia B3MJIsIT Ha CBOM PYKH, Ha KOTOPBIX BHIHE-
JIUCh TIOUTHU 3aTSIHYBIIUECS PAHBL.

Ho neBouka uyBCcTBOBasia, UTO yIIMOBI U TOpE3bl y Hee He
TOJILKO Ha PyKax.

— 4l y Bac ntoma? — 03aJa4eHHO CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

— Camo co0oI.

— Y MeHs Oblia MOXokasi KOMHATa.



— Hy, 310 He ynuBUTEBHO, B IEPEBHE BCE J0Ma NMOX0kU. Pa3-
BE UTO Y OBIBITIETO CTAPOCTHI OTJIMYAJICS. A HAIIH. .. — FOJIOC KEeH-
IIMHBI cJIerKa JporHyJ. — TBoW JIoM, Kak ¥ MHOTHe. .. Ero 601b-
1€ HET, — TSOKEJIO cKas3asia TeTs. Ee mia3a craau MOKpbIMHU.

— Yro cnyunsioch?! — BonHeHHe PiomMcu BbIPBAIOCh HAPYKY.
Omna BciomHwia Tot Beuep. Otua. bparses.

— Jlerouka, Tperb CYaCTJIMBUMKOB pa3pyllieHa.

— Tpets... Pa3pymena... — Plomcu Oynro He moHMMasa 3Ha-
yeHMs 3TUX cIoB. — Kak Takoe Morio ciyuutsca? M3-3a yero?

Ters nmokayasa roJioBou:

— OrpomMHoOe 4y/IOBHIIIE yIaJIo Ha JEPEeBHIO, — KeHIIMHA Oy/I-
TO C TPYJOM BbIIaBJIMBajIa U3 ce0sl CJIOBa, eil IBHO He XOTeJI0Ch
pacckas3biBaTh OOJIbIIE, YeM HYKHO. — OHO YHHUUTOXHUIIO BCE O]
coOori. Jlaske JoMa, CTOSBIIME ITOOIU30CTA OT MECTa MaJAeHMS.

— A mos cembs? YUto ¢ HUMm?

Tersa monmyasia, OMyCTUB I71a3a:

— Eme Tonkom Hruero He sgcHo. Hanexna ecTs.

Promcu Oblia 1ajieko He TIyTon U Bee NoHsi1a. OHa ocraiach
coBceM onHa. Yto pameime? Eil HeoOxoauMo BpeMmsi, 4TOOBI TIO-
aymartb. [lneun npugaBuiio olrynieHue MOoJHON OecrOMOITHO-
CTH.

— DTOro MpocTo He MOXKET ObITh, — TporenTana Pomch, ot-
YasiHHO 3aMOTaB rojioBo. — Kak e s1 Bbikuia?

— He 3nat. Bpakku Te6s Hamen. Twl yxe Tpu AHS y HAC U BCe
9TO BpeMsI IIpoJiekaia 0e3 CO3HaAHUSI.

Tpu nusa 6e3 co3Hanus. [loBe3no, YTO ceMbsl TETH HaILIA U



npuoTuia ee. ProMcu He xotena jaxe Iymarb, YTO MOIJIO CITy-
YUTHCS, HAWW €€ — JBEHAIIATIIIETHIO JEBUYYIIKY — Oe3 CO3Ha-
HUS KTO-HUOYb JPYTOM.

— Tak kak THI ceOs 4vyBcTByelib? Yrto-HUOYAbp Oonut? —
HECMOTPsI Ha BHEIIIHEE CTIOKOWCTBUE KEHIIHBI, B €€ FOJI0Ce MPO-
CKaJIb3bIBAJIO HAIIPSIKEHUE.

— Huuero, Bce B opske.

Piomcu 3amerniia, 4to TE€TS HU pa3y HE BCTPETUJIACH C HEM
B3[JISIJIOM.

— Ceftuac s Te0s1 HAKOPMJTIO, HO TIOTOM ThI IOJKHA TIOKMHYTh
HaIlI JoM, — 6€3 MaJIelIero OTTeHKa HEeMPHI3HY MPOM3HEeCIa X0-
3S1HKa.

Promcu nipekpacHoO noHuMasa, B 4eM jieio. KoHeuHo, JiuiiHe-
My pTy HHTAe He paasl. Ho oHa He oxkugana mogoOHBIX CIOB OT
POZIHOU TETH.

— {cHo, — ynbiOKka Ha ee Juile oMepkJa. — Bbl Belb 3Hae-
T€, YTO MHE HeKy/a MoUTHU. TeM He MeHee rOHUTE MPOoYb. 3aueM
criacau torga’?

— MHe oueHb kaJb. [ToiimMu, 5 Belib He CO 371a TeOsI BHITOHSIO.
Ho ckopo HaM caMHM ecTbh CTaHET HEYero.

Piomcu nonaBuiia B ceOe jkeJlaHue BCTaTh M YUTH, CKa3aB Ha-
NOCJIEOK HECKOJIBKO HENPUATHBIX CJIOB. EN nanock 310 € Tpy-
JoM. "beaHsaKy ropaocTs He Mo KapMaHy , — IIPO3By4YajM B Io-
JIOBE CJI0BA OBIBIIIETO CTAPOCTHI.

Piomcu crapanach He MOKa3bIBaTh Jlaxe TeHU OyIIeBaBIINX B
Heu smMonui. OHa He3aMEeTHO Cckajla PyKY B KYJIaK, BOH3UB HOI'TH



B JIAJIOHb:

— [pomry, Tets, pa3permre octathes y Bac. S Oymy momoraThb
1O JIOMY. ..

— 51 xe ckazana, Mbl roioaeM, — CKBO3b 3yOBbl IpepBajia xKeH-
IIIAHA.

Bbu10 BUTHO, UTO €1 HEMPUATHO BBICTABJIATH AEBOYKY Ha yJIU-
ny. 1 Promcu ynenumiack 3a 3TOT HIAHC.

— 4l ocranace cupotoi, 6e3 1omMa, — IeBOUKa 3aroBopuJia mo-
xanoOHee. — A cama cebe Oymy noObIBaTh ey, 00y301 IJisl Bac
He crany. U ctany moMmorare, 4eM CMOory.

PiomMcu npuKycuia HUKHIOI Ty0y, TpeKpacHO OCO3HaBasl, Ka-
KOE JKaJIKoe 3peJIHIle ceiluac sSBJseT COOOM: TPOCUT O TIOMOIIU
JIofier, KOTOPBIM, JIOJDKHO OBITh, CAMMM HY’KHA ITOMOIITb.

— Promcu, Th cermyac 4to YyrogHO CKaxelb. [ie ke Tol emy
no0yaeis? 3emiist He pOJUT, €Ikl BCe MEHbIIIe U MEHbIIIE, — CKa-
3aJia TeTS IPOKAIIUM TOJIOCOM.

B koMHaTty BOexa1 MaJIbuMK. BBICOKMIA M Xy/IOIIaBbIi, Ha BU]
He crapiue Promcn.

Ha ero rpyau noGneckuBai cepeOpsiHbIi MeAaTboH B (popme
nojiymecsina — Kax/JIplid )KUTeJIb I€PEBHU HOCKJT TAKOM.

— OHa MOXeT XOIUTh CO MHOM 3a HAXXMUBOW ! — BBIIAJIAII OH.

— BpaKk#H, CBIHOK, — TPOrOBOPWJIA KEHIIMHA, — Thl JyMaelllb,
TBOU... TIOUCKHU JI07T0 Tiposatcs? Ilonro KopMuth Hac OyayT?
W He 3a0bIBaii, Kak 3TO OMACHO.

— IIpocrure, — BMemanach ProMcu, — HO €CJii Bbl pOIHOTO Chl-
Ha OTITYCKAEeTe 3a 3TOU «HAXKUBOW», TO K YEMY 32 MEHSI MEPEKU-



BaTh?

ProMcu B3MIsiHY/Ia Ha TETIO, HO Ta OTBEJIA IJ1a3a.

— He BmemmBaiics. I He cMoTpu Ha MeHS Tak, OyATO s Te-
6e 4To-TO AO/KHA. — Ha suiie sKeHIIMHBI MPOCTYNIIN ciadbie
NPU3HAKY pa3jipaxkeHus. — Thl MHE HUKTO. DTO U3-3a TeOsI MOsI
cectpa ymepna! Ot Te0s1 OTHO HecyacThe. . .

— Mawma, nepecranb, — BOCKJIUKHYJ Bpakku. — Mbl yxke 00
3ToM ropopuiiu. [lana Besp He MPOTUB.

Tera HEMHOTO MOMEINIA;

— Mosxenib ocTaThCsl B TOM KOMHATE, — XOJIOIHO CKa3ajia OHa
nepes TeM, Kak yuTH.

BpaKK# BHITOXHYI U YJIBIOHYJICS] HEBEPOSTHO KPACUBOM YJIbIO-
KO, KOTOpasi COBEPILIEHHO HE MOIXOIWIA K €ro KpyIjioMy Bec-
HYIIYaTOMY JIMITY — OY/ITO TIPUHAIJIEXAIA HE eMY.

— 41 3Hau, 9TO OHA TeOs He BBHITOHUT. Y Hee JoOpoe cepirle.
Ho Bce paBHO HepBHMYaI, — pu3HaJicss bpakku. — He cepauch
Ha MaMy, BpeMeHA U MPaB/ia TsKEJIbIE.

Piomcu kuBHYya — 3Hal0.

Bp3kku noutn He u3meHwics. OHa 1aBHO He BUAEJIACh CO CBO-
UM JIBOIOPOIHBIM OpatoM. CUaCTIIMBYMKY, KOHEUHO, HEMaJleHb-
Kasi IEpeBHs1, HO BCe ke 3TO ObLJIO CTPAHHO.

— Jla He xmypbcst Thi. He BhIrOHUT OHa TeOs1. — Bpakku jer-
KOMBICJICHHO MaxHyJ1 pyKou. — A Kakue OHa JIENellIKy Jesaer!
Oovenenne! 3Haern, u3 yero? Hukoraa He nosepwiiis. 13 pas-
HBIX KOPEIIKOB U TPaB.

Ha ero nviie cCHOBa MOSIBUJIACH «UyKasi» YJIbIOKA.



— IloBepio — 1eHb Ha ABOPE.

— To4HO, — OH IpOMKO paccMmesca. — llomacte-nponacrs,
CKOJIBKO K Mbl He Buenuch? Crto set, HaBepHoe. Kak Thl, cect-
peHka?

[TocnenHee cioBo BhI3BaAJIO Yy Promcu 00J1b:

— To1 MeHs criac?

— A 1o! Korga nHartres, Tol Jiexkaia 0e3 co3HaHus. MBI ¢ manou
Y TIPUHECTIN JIOMOM.

— A mom Oparths... oterr? OHU OCTaBAJIUCh B JOME, KOTTA. ..

— IIpoctu, HO, Tymai0, OHU MEpPTBBI, — IPOU3HeC bpakkwu, cra-
pasicb He cMOTpeTh ProMcH B rmaza.

— Tol BUzeN ux Tena? — cnpocuia OHa, 30 BCEX CUJI MbITASIChH
NBIIIATH CIIOKOIHO.

— Her, koHeUHO, — mOKauaJj rojioBoil MaJibuuk. — Ho oT 60J1b-
IIIMHCTBA JIOMOB HUYETO HE OCTaja0Ch. HUKTO ObI HE BBIKUII IO-
CcJIe TaKoro.

[Nepen rmazamu ProMcy nossBUIICS TIadyImMid MJTaaimmi opa-
TUK. W crapimmi — neITaloimmiics ee 3aiuTtuTb. U ore. . .

Ona 4yBCTBOBaJIa BUHY Iiepe]] OpaThsiMu, OOJIbIIE BCETO CO-
kaJjess O TOM, YTO OHHU JIeXKaT B OMHOM «MOTHJIE» C YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOpOro OHa HasbiBaja oTioM. OHa He YyBCTBOBaJa PajoCTH
OT €r0 CMEPTH, HO U TOPEYU TOKE.

PromMcu nocrapanack He 1ymarhb ceidac o poaHbix. He B criiax
n30aBUTHCSI OT YyBCTBA BUHBI U HE JKeJlash HU C KEM JISJIUTh CBOE
rope.

— Pacckaxu o... yygosuiie.



— O Benukane? Hy, ¢ BUay Moxox Ha Hac — JIIOAEH, TO €CTb.
Tonbko 310pOBEHHBIN, HE 3ps1 BEJIMKaH-TO. Pa3 B cTo Gosnbiie ve-
JIOBEKA.

— He yauBneHa. B npoTuBHOM ciiyyae OH He pa3Hec Obl MOJ-
JIepeBHU, — HEBECEJIO yCMeXHYach Promcu.

— Ha yx, u To mpaBaa. Bot TonbKo ¢ masieHreM erte moaoe/isl.
Hauanace coBceM yx CKBEpHast UCTOpUS, — Bp3KKM HApOUMTO
nomopuwics. — Kopoue, Tex, KOro ygajnoch BbITAIMTh U3-T10[
00BAJIOB KMBBIMU. .. Y HUX KOXa cTajla Kak OyATo cepo-Oypasi.
OHM NOTOM, KOHEYHO, BCE PaBHO CTUHYJIH, HO YCIIENIN 3apa3UTh
TeX, KTO UX NpHIOTUJI. A ciibixasn, y oAeil BblIeTeau Bce 3yObl,
BBINIAJJAJIA BOJIOCHL. .. MHoro norudsno. Ilana HeckoibKO pa3 Ha
JIeHb TPUXOIUII TIPOBEPUTh, HE U3MEHWIICS JIX U Y TeOsI 1IBET KO-
*u. — Ero B3mis] 3agepikaics Ha ee ymne. — He 6onch, 0 TBOMX
OTMETHHAX OH 3HaerT.

PioMcH JIErOHbKO KMBHYJIA, MPEANIOYNTAs] HUKAK HE KOMMEH-
TUPOBATh €r0 CJIOBA.

Omna He o4eHb NOMHWIIA OTLA BpaKKH, Tak Kak OH BCE BpeMs
ObLT B pazbe3fax. A MoToM Math PioMcu ymepna, U UX CeMbU
MIOCCOPHIIUCh.

— Ho xogdr cinyxu, — nponosixkuin bpakku, — 4To ecTh U Ta-
KHE... Hy... U3 Te€X, KOTO BBITAILUTh HE BHIIILIO. .. KOTOpbIE U HE
yMepJu BoBce. XOTs1, KOHEYHO, 10JKHBI ObLTH. HOublo OHM KYT-
KO CTOHYT Y BOIOT. AX TYT CJIBILIHO.

Promcu Momyana, reltTasgich OCMBICJIMTE €0 cjioBa. Bee, 4To OH
pacckazan — 6e3ymue, MojTHoe Oe3yMue.



— O Kako# TakoW HaXMBE Thl TOBOPWJI? — HAKOHEIl CIIPOCUIIa
OHA.

— Iloutn nonoBuHa JAepeBHU paspylieHa... Kopoue, uiiem
YTO-TO LIEHHOE CPEAU pa3BajIvH.

— A emie kopoue — rpadure. Jlymaio, rpaGuTh MEPTBBIX — 3TO
TOYHO K HecuacTblo. — PloMcu HEBOJIBHO ycMexHy1ack. OHa co-
CKy4WJIach 1o bpakku.

OH HeyBepeHHO, OY/ITO U3BUHSSCH, MOk IJICYaMHU.

— Kak Bce, Tak u s1. [71yno He BOCTIONb30BaThCsl CUTYALIUEH, —
IIPOU3HEC OH C JIETKUM YIIPEKOM B rosoce. — Kup, Mou. .. 1pyr,
TOBOPHUT: OrpaOUTh MOXHO XHMBBIX, MEPTBBIM UMYIIIECTBO HU K
yemy.

PioMcu nipencraBuia, Kak KTO-TO PBILIET MO pa3BajvHaM ee
JIOMa, TJIe JIEXKAT Teja €€ POIHBIX.

— A Kopou? — Piomcu OyaTO BHIILTIOHYJIA 9TO UMSL.

— A uro Kopou? Kak OyaTo oH crapocTa.

Piomcu numib xmbikHya. Bee 3Hamm, 4To, M30aBUBIIUCH OT
crapoctbl, Kopou cran raBHbiM B CHacTIMBYMKAX.

— Hy, oH Bpozie Kak HEI0BOJIEH, HO MOJEIaTh HUYEro HE MO-
€T, — CHOBA MoXkaJ reyamu bpakku. — Bpemena takue, npu-
xoguTtcs BeIkuBaTh. [lonnmaens?

— Jla, — OHa ITpUHSAIA €ro MOCIEJHUE CJI0BA OCTOPOKHBIM KUB-
KOM, — 5 [IOHUMaIO TeOs1, HO BCe Xe. ..

Piomcu HeMHoro nomeauia v Joo6aBuia:

— Tsoi#i npyr Bce mpaBWIbHO CKazajl. MepTBbIM HMYEro He
HYkHO. TOJIBKO HAM-TO 3a4€M UX LIEHHOCTH ?



— Kak 310, 3aueM? 3arem, 4TO IIeHHOE TOOPO MOKHO OOMe-
HSATH HA e1Ty.

JleBouKa BCMIOMHMJIA, KaK OpaT paccKa3bBasl O 3a€3KUX TOP-
rOBIIaX, KOTOpble MEHSUIM IIEHHbIe Bely Ha nuity. Ho ux cembs
K HAM He 00paIianach — M3-3a OTCYTCTBUSI Y€r0O-JMO0 IEHHOTO. . .

— INoHATHO. A OMAacHOCTh, O KOTOPOU TOBOpPWJIA TETS — U3-3a
oOBasoB?

— He coBcem. O6Babl — ellle He camMoe CTpallHoOe, — ClIerKa
BMHOBATO CKa3aJl MAIbYUK, XOTSI IBHO OOPa/I0BAJICS, UTO OHA CO-
I71aCUJIach. — 3aBTPa YBUAULIb, OTABIXAM.

Ocrapmck omHa, Promcu ornspaenack. Kpome kpoBaTtu, B
KOMHaTe OoJibllle HUYero He Crosuio. JleBouka OCTaHOBMIIA
B3IJISI] HA CTEHE: OJIMH YYACTOK SIBHO OTJIMYAJICS.

Kamuun, u3 xotopbeix crpowm noMa B CUacTIMBYMKAX, Obl-
JIV TIOUTH OeJible, €CJIM He CYMTATh MEJIKMX Pa3BOJIOB, MOXOXKHUX
Ha 3aCTHIBIINI KOPUYHEBATHIN JIbIM U CEPYIO MAyTUHY, TOHUMYIO
BETPOM. A ellle OHM MOOJIeCKUBaJIM Karebkamu comi. Ho crpo-
WIN JIOMa CTOJIb UCKYCHO, UTO Ka3aJIOCh, OY/ITO JKHUIIbE COCTOUT
U3 IIEJIbHOTO KyCcKa KaMHsI, JJake MeCTa CKJIEHKM HUKTO HEe MOT
Pa3MIIsAIeTh.

JIbIpy B CTEHE XOTb M 33JIeJIaJT XOPOIIIO, HO OHA BCE ke BhIJIE-
JISI71aCh CBOUM TPSI3HBIM I[BETOM U TPEIUHAMU, TTOXOAUBITIMHU
Ha YepHbIC MOJHUH — TOYHO THUJION 3y0 Ha OEJIOCHEKHOU YIIbIO-
ke. PioMcu criiotHysna, MoHsiB, 4TO TYT KTO-TO YMep.

Bepnynach Tets1, mocraBuB nepes ProMcu IMHSIHYI0 MUCKY €
NOXJIEOKOM 1 JieTienKy. B HO3/Ipy yaapwit TeTblii BKYCHBIN apo-



Mar.

— Tebe HyXHO TIOECTh, — XOJIOJJHO MPOTOBOPHJIA KEHIIHA.

— bnarogapro Bac.

— Ecnu peiictBuTeIbHO O1aromapHa, — Opocuiia yepes miedo
TETsA, BBIXOIs M3 KOMHATHI, — TO IIOKUHEIIIh Hac.

[MoxneOka Oblla HABAPUCTOW M HE TAKOUM KHMIIKOW, KaK TMpHU-
BbIKJIa ProMcH, B Hell gaske rjiaBajiv KycOuku Msica. JleBouka no-
Me/IJTIIA JIUIITb MTHOBEHUE Mepe]l TeM, Kak HAOpOCUTBCS Ha efy.

CpeB Bce 10 Karm, Plomcn BeM3ana MUCKY. 3aTeM yrasa
Ha KPOBaTh U pa3phlasiach — OHA BCE eIlle JTOOMIIa OTIIA U CKyJa-
Jna o Hemy. JlroOmiia OpatbeB. JIloOMIIa 3Ty KECTOKYIO U HECTpa-
BEJUIMBYIO KM3Hb. OCTaBaJICSl OIMH-EIMHCTBEHHBI BBIXOJ: Ha-
OpaThCsl TeprieHus ¥ BBIIEPKATh BCe, UTO ee KeT. Beab oHa oco-
3HaBaJIa — JAJIbllIe Jierye He CTaHeT.

3

PiomMcr 0CTOpOXHO cjienaia nepBbii II0ToK. Kuakocts 000-
XKIJIa A3BIK, JECHBI U Jake 3yObl, CITyCTHJIACh IO TJIOTKe, Oe3xka-
JIOCTHO Tep3as mioTh. OTel yYrl: ropsiuee efa — HaJoJblIe 00-
MaHellb KeayaoK. PioMcu Hajesnach Julllb Ha TO, YTO HE CBa-
pUTCS U3HYTPH.

FOmika B 3TOT pa3 oka3zayiach He Takasi HaBapucTas. M Promcu
3HaJIa PUYKHY.

Uepes MPUOTKPHITYIO JBEPb BUJHETUCH 3aI1AChHI ITUIIY — CYIIe-
HbIE OBOIIIH, ATOBI, TPHOBI, pbiOa. HeOobIoi MeIok 3epHa, Ha



KOTOPOM JIeKaJli 3aBepHYThIE B TKaHb JieNellKu. Takxke crosiia
60uKa ¢ KBaIIEHOH KarrycToi: PioMcu 310 noHsiia 1o 6epe30BbIM
MIPYThsIM, TOpYAIIUM CBepXy. Bbl1 1axe 604oHOK ¢ menoM. Bu-
CeJIM BEHKH U3 JIyKa, YECHOKA, CBA3KM HE3HAKOMBIX TpaB. Iuina
CJIOBHO Ha MOKa3 BbICTABJIEHA.

CnoBHo?

Piomcu ycmexHysnace. BpaKkM pacKpbul € 3ambICesl CBOEH
MaTepH, 3aKJII0YAoIIMICA B TOM, YTO ProMcu He ynepxurcs, cTa-
IIMT HEMHOT'O €/1bl U TAlTHO HACHITUTCS €10 JJO OTBaJIa, 32 UTO €e
1oToM ITporoHAT. CoBpaTh HE BBIMAET — CIIPOCAT THEM.

Ona emie pa3 ornisesna CKyJHbIM 3a11ac MUILIY, ITpeJHa3HaYEeH-
HBII /111 CEMBbU U3 YEThIpeX YesIOBEK, B KOTOPYIO MpuOaBUIACH
cama. YJpIOKa Ha Jinlie TIOMepKIa.

ProMcH HEOXOTHO OKMHYJIA YYKOU JIOM: IOKMHYTh — O3HAYa-
JIO YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO BCE, O UEM €U PacCKa3asiv, IPOUCXOAUT
Ha camMoM jiesie. A B CTeHax JIoMa OHa IpeObiBajia B OJIa)KeHHOM
HeBeseHUH. U criana JOBOJIBHO XOPOIO, 1aXke HE CIIbIIIA, Kak
BOIOT MEPTBELBI, O KOTOPBIX paccKkasbiBail bpakku.

CeronHs OHM MOMAYT 32 HAKUBOKM. PIOMCH He HpaBWJIach 3Ta
3aresi. [la u Teso Bce ele Ooneno M HyXAaJoch B oTabixe. Tem
HEe MeHee OHA COTJIachIIach, PEKPACHO MOHMMAS, YTO BBIOOpA Y
HEe HeT.

Piomcu uctisiThIBaJIa M CTpax, U Bo30y:xaeHue. Beap, ¢ npyroi
CTOPOHBI, Ha 3TO MOXXHO [TOCMOTPETb, KaK Ha MPUKJIOYEHHE, KO-
TOPOTO OHA OXKUJIANa BCIO ku3Hb. Ho yTerenueM 3o ObLIO cia-
ObiM. Beunslit Jlec, kak ke el XOTeJ0Ch HUKOTJa He TMOIyvarh



TaKOM IMOJIAPOK OT KU3HU!

Mornozoit Mecsitr oOpatii B3op Ha Piomcu, 3auHTEpecoBaB-
IIMCh HE3BAHOM rocTheid. [I[pukocHOBeHME BO31yxa 0014710 JIUIIO
XOJIOAOM, a MOJ] CTAPEHBKOE U 3aLITONAHHOE OfIESIHUE, KOTOPOE
el Jasa TeTsi, MPOHUKJIA YyTpeHHss npoxJaaa. Ha ynuue BoHs-
J0. BHyTpn noma Promcu 310 enBa omnyiana, HO Tenepb BOHb
ycuuiack. Betep mpuHOCKII HEMPUSITHBIE 3allaXy, CMEITAHHBIE C
YEeM-TO HEYJIOBUMO MEP3KMM U HenpaBWIbHbIM. CKJIaIbIBAJIOCh
BIleUaTieHre, Oy/ITO KTO-TO CTOSIT Y UCTOKOB BETPa M BBIK PUKH-
BaJI B BO3/1yX I'PA3HBIE CJIOBA.

B spKOM JIyHHOM CBETE pacKauMBaIOIIKECS 0] BETPOM BET-
BU JIEpPEBbEB OTOPACHIBAIM HA CTEHBI JIOMOB IPUUY/IJIUBbIE TEHU,
KOTOpbIE JAEpPrajiuch B MOJyMpake, TOUHO OTIUISICHIBAJIM HEKUM
CyMaclIeI1KI TaHEL.

Bce pexe 3Byvas jiaid ICOB, @ PaHHIOIO MECHb NIETYXOB U BO-
BCE Ternepp He ycabliuuiib. OT NOHUMAaHUS, TOYEMY TICOB TOXeE
CJIBILITHO BCE pexke, CTAHOBUJIOCh HEBEPOSTHO I'PYCTHO.

CYacTIIMBUMKYM CUMTAIUCH OOMBIION AepeBHer. CeMbsl TeTH
’KWJIa [TOYTH Ha Kpalo, a 3HAYUT, OHU C BpIKKM MOUAYT HA IPYron
KOHel[ iepeBHU. Buanmo, nostomy Opar v 3ax0Tes1 OTIPaBUThCA,
KOTia B3OUAET COJTHIIE — My Th MPEACTOSUT JTaTeKHUH.

Bnpyr Promcn yenbimana rosoca v 3arania gsixanue. Ocro-
POXKHOCTB 3aCTaBUJIa €€ OCTAHOBUTHCS.

Ha ynune crosiia Tema, HO JIyHHOT'O CBETa BIIOJIHE XBAaTaJlo,
9T00 Pa3INYUTh JBE (PUTYPHI.

[onmoc Bpakku oHa y3Hana cpasy, BTOPOWM MaJIbuMK ObLT e



HE3HAKOM.

[Toxoxe, ee He 3ameTwin. CTapasich He BbIaTh CBOETO IMPH-
cytcTBus, PioMcu nonkpanack OJvke v MpUCTyIanach.

— ...B TeX JoMax He Oe/ICTBOBAIH.

— Ueprt ¢ T0060IA, — OypKHYJ HE3HAKOMBIN MasIbuurK. — [lomm.
Kakoro uepra cronmis?

— Ilorogu uytka, — oro3Bajicss bpakku. — CerogHsi nouaem
BTPOEM.

— Ta neBka OyzneT ¢ Hamu? — poOypuan He3Hakomell. — Kto
Obl COMHEBAJICS].

— Ee 30ByT Promcu. Eii ceituac HeNerko — CTOIbKO MEPEKUTD.

— CnabocTh — He orpaBJaHue.

— Myxuune — na. Ho 4To mioxoro, eciiv JEBOYKA OKAKETCS
crnaboii? Kak 6y/nTo He HalieTCs TOro, KTO ee 3alluTuT!

— Vi1 obuaut, uyto Oosiee BepOSITHO, — XMBIKHYJT HE3HAKOMEII.

— Beunwlii Jlec! — Boipyrasicst Bpakku u, cyas 1o 3ByKy, CILTIO-
Hys1. — He Bce Beb Mpasu, 1axe B HbIHELITHEE BPEMSI.

Oba yMOJKJIM, 1 HA MTHOBEHME B BO3/IyXe IMOBUCIIA THUIIIVHA,
npepbsiBaeMasl YbMM-TO BOeM. be3pas3nuuHblii Mecsil TUiaBail B
OKPY>KEeHUU 3BE31.

— Kup, s xe pacckasbiBasl — y Hee HE OCTalIOCh POJHBIX, —
HapyLIWI MOTYaHue Bpakku.

«3HauuT, BTOPOM MAJIbYUK U ecTb Knp, 0 KOTOpOM Buepa yro-
MuHas1 bpakkn», — goraganace ProMmcu.

— Ponnble Toxxe ymupator. OHa cBOMX XOTSI Obl IOMHUT, —
OypkHyn Kup.



— Cuuraenib, oHa OyaeT /1151 Hac 00y301?

— 4 Tak ckazan?

— Ilama roBopuT, — 3a9BUJI Bp3KKU, — 4TO A0 ONpENeIeHHOro
BO3pACTa IEBOUKU He cabee MaIbUMKOB.

— bpakku, yept! Thl uzneBaelibesi? Mountcs OHa, HABEPHOE,
TOXE Kak Mbl? Jlo onpeneseHHoro Bo3pacra, KoneuHo. He roBo-
ps yKe 0... Apyrux nogpoOHOCTAX. O KOTOPBIX, KAK MHE KaXeT-
csl, Thl B CBOEM CKa30YHOM MHUpe AO0OpPbIX [IeNl U He IOorajiblBa-
€IIbCSL.

— He nmoragpiBatocs?! Jlymaerb, s He OOIIAIOCH C JIEBYOH-
Kamu? — orpbi3Hy/Ics Bbpakku. — ThI-TO SIBHO 3HATOK JIEBOYEK.
CBoe-To orpakenue Buaan? [Toxox Ha kaby, KOTOPBIX MO OTell
noBut. Ecin kabe mydok BOJIOC MPULIETTUTH — OT TeOs1 U He OT-
JINYUILIB.

— El1ie Thl, HECOMHEHHO, CMOKeEIllb YBUJIETh, UTO Y MEHSI THU-
Jible 3yObl U BOJIOCHI JIE3YT, CJIOBHO y CTapHKa. XOTs MHE OKOJIO
nATHaAuaTH JieT. CKOMBbKO TOYHO — HE 3HAlo, a TeX, KTO 3Hal,
JABHO HET B JKUBBIX, — CIIOKOMHO ITporosopui Kup. — «3HaTok
JeBOYEK» ... XeX... 1 )KMBY ¢ MJIaJIIel cecTpol 1 3a00THIICS O
Hell ¢ nieJieHoK. BoT oTkya Mowu. .. 3HaHUS.

— U BoBCe y MeHsI He CKa304YHbIi MUP. XBaTUT TaK TOBOPUTD. —
Cyns no ronocy, bpakku cmyTtuiics.

— Ho Beap THI Bce BpeMsl MeUTaellb ObITh JOOpeHbKUM. BoH
JEBUOHKY MpUTALIWI. Thl CIaBHBIN NTApEHb, BpIKKU, HO ThI IIIy1I.
Bawm xe camum xkpartb Heyero! Kakue TyT, K yepry, Meutsi?!

— Korza ronon ucuesHer u CTaHeT Jiydlie, S He X049y, YToO



MHe ObLJIO CTHIJJHO 3 TO, UTO $ AeJ1ajl. Pyka nomaoliero HuKoraa
HE OITyCTEeT.

— Cepbe3Ho? C TakMMM pedyaMy MOJKEIllb 10 JOMaM XOIUTb,
norpoulaiHuyark. Thl XOTh MOHUMAEIb, YTO TOBOPHILb, WU
TOJIBKO MOBTOPSIENIb? YBEPEH: 3TO TOXKE CJIOBA TBOETO OTLIA.

— A ecim U Tak, 4TO € TOro?

— Yepr Bo3bMU! — psiBkHYN Kup. — A TO, 4TO Jiydille HE CTa-
HeT. Sl 1 cam Tak paHbiiie cebsl yCrioKauBall, — cka3a oH. — [leHb
3a JJHEM, HOYb 3a HOYbI0 OOMaHbIBasI ce0sd. Ho oT Haex bl TOJI-
Ky MaJjio. MHe Npynuioch HakKOHEIl CMUPHUTBCS C IEUCTBUTENIbHO-
ctbio. U Tebe Obl He moMeIaio.

— Kak 6ynro Hamo omyckars pyku. Ciyumnach 6e1a, HO st
HAC HAKOHEII-TO MOsIBUJIaCh BO3MOXHOCTh BbIKUTbH. [lopoemcs
HEMHOTO B pa3BajMHAX. ..

— BosmoskHocTh BhkHTE? He Hecu uymib, — nepedwmn Kup. —
3a0bL1, KaKk BUepa MaJIo He orudsm?

— KoneuHo, Het, — npusHaics bpakku. — 3aro, misigunib, U
Promcu okaxercs nosne3Hon. Ham Tak yacto Bce cXOOuiIo ¢ pykK,
YTO MBI JIE3EM TY/Ia, Ky/Jia paHbliie Obl He T0JIe3/Ii. A OHA CBEKUM
B3IJISIZIOM HAc OT PUCKA-TO U yaepkut. Tem Oosiee Tbl caM roBo-
PWJI, 4TO HAM MOMOIJIa 3Ta. .. Tpareaus.

— 29X, bpakku, TBOM COBa ClaJIKUE, CIIOBHO MEJ C YEPTOIO-
Joxa, — OypkHya Kup.

Hauano nogHMMaThbCsl COJHLE, a 3B€3/Ibl YKE MOUYTH PaCcTBO-
PUJIKCh B YTpeHHEM Hebe, 1 ProMcr HUUero He 0CTaBasioch, Kpo-
Me KaK BBIUTH K pedstam. OHa BHIKMHYJIA U3 TOJIOBHI BCE TUIOXHE



mbiciu. CerofHs, Kak HUKOI/Ia paHblle, el HeoOXoauma yiava.

— Yeprosa mate! OHa 4to, rutauer? — BCkpukHyn Kup, 3ame-
THUB JIEBOUKY.

Ero ockopOutenbHbIil TOH eltie Oosbiiie pa3o3nui Pomcu, HO
OHA CKpbLJIa HEIOBOJIbCTBO.

— DTO HE CJIe3bl, ITO POAMMBIE IIATHA TaKUE, — CO B3J0XOM
MOSICHWI bpakku.

Kup ycraBuics Ha Piomcu. OHa npuBbIKJIa, KOTJIa Ha Hee Ta-
pamiarcsi. B nyuiem ciydae neBoYka CTaHOBWIJIACH OOBEKTOM
MOOOIBITCTBA, B XyiieMm — otBpamienns. Ho Kup cmorpen una-
Je, OyATO He BUIIS €€ YPOICTBA. DTO Ka3aJoCh CTPAHHBIM elle
¥ TIOTOMY, 4TO OH SIBHO ObLT He U3 CYacTIMBUMKOB, rae Piomcu
3HAJI ITIOYTH KasKIbIN.

— IIpuserctByio. Tbl, HaBepHOE, Kup, — ckazasia oHa, rsas
B IVIa3a IMyXJIOro Mayipurka. [J1a3a ka3aauce mpo3payHbiMu. — 1
— Promcn.

Omna nporsHyna pyky, Ho Kup ormiarnysics, cJ0BHO ee Hecua-
CTbE MOIJIO OKa3aThCs 3aPa3HBIM.

— 3Ha. MBI Kak pa3 o TeOe pasroBaprBajy, — OypKHYJ OH,
6e3pa3IMyHO KMBHYB B OTBET. JIUIIO y TOJCTSIKA OKa3ajaoch 00-
JIe3HEHHO OeJIBIM U ITOYeMY-TO HATIOMHUJIO €H CITU3HS. A ero ry-
Obl IMEJIM TEMHO-CUHHI LIBET C JIETKMM OTTEHKOM (PHOJIETOBOTO,
OyIITO OH 3aMep3 WM 00BeJICS YEPHUKHU.

— IIpaBma? 1 o yém umeHHo? — ckazana Piomcu, n3o0pa3uB
yAUBJICHHE.

— O TOM, uTO THI c1abasi ¥ JIMIITHUH POT 11 €70 CEMbHU, — TTPO-



TOBOPUJI TOJICTSIK, IPE3PUTENLHO CKPUBHUB TYObI, IEMOHCTPUPYS
HETIPHA3Hb, KOTOPYIO, TIOXOXe, He COOMPAJICS CKPbIBATh.

Piomcu nokocuiiack Ha He0o. CBETAIIMICS CIYCTOK — CBOU-
MU OYEepPTaHUSIMU HAMIOMUHAIOIIMI NTUILY — yXKe Mapul Hal Jie-
PEBHEH, TO MOAHUMASCh, TO OIMYCKAasiCh, M Ka3aJoCh, HUTJEC HE
YKPHITBCSI OT ero Biactu. [loka romyboBaro-crHee CBEYEeHHE,
umenyemoe [Iturieii [TpaBasl, Kpyxuio B Hebecax, Kup e cmor
6b1 coBpatb. Ho Piomcu Oblia yBepeHa — TOJICTSIK Bce BbIAAN eid
HamepeHHO. Mor Beb nmpomoiyars. Kup Toxke el coBepIlieHHO
HE TMOHPABUJICSI, HO OHA BCE XK€ BBIJIABUJIA YJIBIOKY.

— Kup, nHOr1a THI KaK COTHSI BpETHBIX 0a0yJsieK, KOTOpbIe KO-
ro-to o0cy:xaaT. Bedno HeoBosieH, — nporopopuii bpakku.

— 51 6bUT1 OBl OYEHB TOBOJIEH, €Ci Obl MHE y/IaJIOCh TIEPEKUTh
9TOT JIeHb, — OTpe3al Kup, naxe He cTapasich CKPbITh SI3BUTEb-
HocTH. — HO 3TO OyneT clokHO, eclu 1 BBIHYX/IEH MPUIJISI/IbI-
BaTh. ..

— Cnacu6o, Kup, — nepeduna Piomcu. — 4 mory cama o cebe
03200 TUTHCHI.

— A eme, Bpakku, — mpogomkai TONACTAK, He oOpainasi BHU-
MaHus Ha Promcu, — 1 6e3MepHO pajl, IpsiM THICSTYEKPATHO, TO-
MY, 4TO TBOM OTell TO3HAKOMMJI TeOs1 C TAKUM YHUCIIOM, KaK COT-
Hs1. Ho miporiry Te6s1, yMosisiio, He Hy’KHO BCTaBJISITh €r0 B KaX10e
npeJIoKeH1e.

— [onuu yxe, — pemuTesabHO Tpor3Hec Bpakku.

Kup eme uro-to mpoOypdyan moa HOC W, pe3KO pa3BepHYB-
IIKCh, TBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY CKaJl.



— M&I noliiem He Yepe3 JiepeBHI0? — yauBMIach Pomcu.

— Yepes cKaibl — He CaMblid JTy4IIAA CIIOCOO COKPATHTh, KO-
HEYHO, — Mpu3Hall Bpakku, — HO Tak Ge3omacHee.

— Ilocroi1, — ProMcu KOCHy/ach XyIOLIaBbIMU MajIbliaMU T1Ie-
ya Bpakku. — Cacu6o tebe. .. 3a Bce.

Manbumk ynbiOHy/Cs. JIMIO Kpyrioe, BecHyI4aroe, pymsi-
HOE — OH OYEHb MOXO/IWJI Ha MaTh.

— He crout, — orBeTu1 Bpakku, packpacHEBIIMCh, M IPOTSHYJ
eit TopOy. — Bo3bMmu, Kcrartu.

Topba Obl1a MOTpPENaHHOM, @ BHYTPHU YTO-TO JIEKAIIO.

— D10 OpexJiMBasi CyMKa, — YCMEXHYBIINCh, MOSICHUI MaJjlb-
yuk. — OHa ans Buga. Ecium yro Haiigems — tyaa He kiagu. Ho
BAPYT OyAyT OOBICKMBATH, ITyCKAll CMOTPSAT B TOPOY.

— Yepr Obl Bac... — mocybIIazack pyranb Kupa.

— a uznem yxe! — pe3ko oro3Bajics bpakku.

Kup nproTKpbL1 poT, CJIOBHO COOUPAsICh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO,
MOXO3Ke, NepeayMal.

— Dtotr Kup He cuiIbHO crapiie Hac, HO, eClii He oOpaliaTh
BHUMAaHHUSI Ha €r0 pyraHb. ..

— TpynHOBaTO, KOHEYHO, — XMBIKHYJI BpaKKH.

— CornacHa, — Promcu ynbiOHyach B otBeT. — Ho yk G0nbHO
N0-B3pOCJIOMY OH paccyxkjaeT. JleTh Tak He pa3roBapuBaloT.

BpaKKM XMBIKHYJI ellie rpoMuye:

— Vx KTO OB TOBOPUII, PromMcH.



OHM JBUHYJINCH B IyTh.

BHauasie mobeM Ha ropy ObLT He CITUIIIKOM KPYTOM, UITH OKa-
3aJ10Ch HECJIOXKHO. TOJbKO OT COJHIA HE CHpPSYEIIbCs: TYT He
pOCIM Aaxe KyCTbl, HE TO UTO JiepeBbsi. Bokpyr Oenennt pa3opo-
caHHbIe OpbLIBI BCEBO3MOXKHBIX (popM. HekoTopsle faske HeBepo-
SITHO JIJIMHHBIE ¥ KPACHBO 00padOTaHHbIE, C 3aMBICTIOBATHIMU PHU-
CYHKaMH — CTapOCTa Ha3bIBaJ UX KOJIOHHAMU. TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO
KOJIOHH CTOSUIH, THYJIUCh K HEOY, OCTaJIbHBIE JIEKAJIM Ha 3eMJIe,
PacKOJIOThIE Ha /1Ba M OoJiee KyCKOB.

W3 cyxo¥ 3eMIr THAJIBIMU 3y0aMu TOpYaId JJIMHHBIE 00JIOM-
KU, HEKOTOPBIE BbIIIIE B3POCIOrO B HECKOJIBKO pa3. PioMcu nHo-
I71a BUZeJ1a KAMHU, HAIOMUHAIOIIME JIMLIA, @ BpaKKku Kiisics, 4ro
Kak-To pa3 BUIeN Aaxe pyky. CTapocra pacckasbiBaj, 4To 3TO,
CKOpEe BCEro, OCTATKU JPEBHUX MOCEJECHUN. A BOT KAKMX TAKUX
noceJieHui — ymaruuBajl. MecTHble He Tporajiu KaMHH, 4To0 He
HaBJIeUb MPOKJIAThE. A MPUE3KUM JABHO YK€ He ObLIIO CMBICIA
€XxaTh 32 HUIMU B TaKyIO J1aJb.

HekoTopsie OpbLTHI JIeXkKaTd TaK, OyATO KTO-TO XOTEJ YTO-TO
HOCTPOUTb, HO HE 3aKOHYMI.

Yacto nonaganvuch BUBIIMECS 3MEMKOH 3a00pYMKM U3 KaM-
Hell, Toxe TonypaspyileHHsie. B gerctBe Piomcu moOuna mo
HUM XOAMTH U MEPENPIruBaTh yepe3 Hux. Cenyac He XOTEJIOCh.

Kup yien Bnepes u He orisiapiBajics. Promcu noutu yyBCTBO-



BaJla UCXOJIAIIYIO OT Hero Hernpusa3Hb. OHa YIMBUJIACh: €l Ka3a-
J0ck, Kupy, pu ero TeiocioKeH| , PUAETCS MBIXTsI B30UPATh-
Cs1 TI0 KPYTO# JIopore, HO TOJICTSIK OKAa3aJiCsl IOBOJILHO JIOBOK U
JBUTAJICSI C HEOXHUIAHHOM JierkocThio. [[iist Plomcu, Hao60poT,
9TO CTAJIO UCITBITAHUEM — TEJIO BCE eltie 00JIeIo.

— [Mocrapaiiteck OvicTpee, — Gpocait uyepe3 miedo Kup, TouHo
CJIBIIIIA €€ MBICJIH.

PioMcH 4yBCTBOBaJia THEB HAa 3TOrO TOJCTOTO MAJIBUMIIIKY,
PACTYIIHIA C KaKIBIM TPyObIM CIIOBOM, CPBIBABIIIUMCSI C €10 TYO.

Bckope pedsita BOIIUTH O/ CEHb PEKUX COCEH, PaJOBaBIIIMX
KUJIKOBAThIM TeHbKOM. BO31yX HarpeBasicsi, C KaKIbIM IIaroM
CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE *Kapue, CJIOBHO B nieun. Piomcu, Bpakku u Kup
OCTaHOBWJIKCh NepeIoXHYTh. OT/IBIX — 3TO TOXE YacCTh TPYy/A.

Buuzy BugHesach aepeBHsi. COMHEUHbIE JTy4d OTPAXKAIUCh OT
CTeH OeJIbIX JIOMOB U HEelllaJHO pe3asiv r71a3a. CuacTIMBYUKY BbI-
TSIHYJIUCh BJIOJIb TIOJHOXMS TOPbI, HaroMUHas1 ronymecsil. Ilo-
Ka eIle I1a3aM He OTKPBLIMCh HU Pa3BaJIMHBI, HU YIABIIUK Be-
nvkaH. PloMcu B3misiHyna epe coOou, Tyna, rae B OTIaJICHIN
OJIMHOKO MasTYMJIM JPyrue CKasibl, YTOMAIOIIUE B KyTKOW ThMe
Beunoro Jleca. Baasieke uto-To Orecresio, OyaTo nepeapa3HuBa-
70 conHile. BpaKKu OOBSICHII, YTO 3TO HABEPIIHME Meda, Mpo-
TKHYBIIETO BEJIMKaHa, CaMO K€ JIE3BHE IM0YEMY-TO He OTpakaer
cBeTa.

HeoxwuanHo Kup BbITaIMIT U3 CYMKH [IBE 3aleYeHHbIE KYpH-
HbIE HOXKKH — OTPOMHBIE — M ITPOTSHY/T UM obouMm. Promcu ore-
mia. OT OIHOTO TOJIBKO BHJA €Ikl €€ POT HAIIOIHUJICS CITIOHOM.



KuBot ckpyTuiio. PoMcu He MoMHMIIA, KOTJIA €1a KypPUHOE M-
co, Jaxe 3a0bl1a, Koraa Buaenaa Kypuiry. OHa HOKKa JOCTanach
Bpakku, Bropyo Krp HagKycui 1 TOJIbKO IOTOM CYHYJ € B py-
Ky. Hoxka okazanacs elie Terion.

—Ioronp-Ka, — ckazan bpakku, 1ocTaBast U3 CKJIAI0K OJEK bl
CBEPTOK BEJIMYMHOM C KyJIaK, ¥ otgan Kupy. — lepxu.

B cBeprke okazanacsk senemka. Kup pasnomu ee: ogHy mo-
JIOBUHY OH CHOBa 0OMOTAJI TKAHBIO U CIIPSITAJ, BTOPYIO LIETUKOM
OpOoCHJI B POT.

— @KymHOTHUIIE, — TPOMSMIIAI TOJICTSK C HAOUTHIM PTOM U
CIJIOTHYJ1. — VI3 4ero Tbl, rOBOpUIIIb, TBOSI MATh UX JIE1aeT?

— Tper nucThs NUIIbl, KOPEUIKU TPaB. . .

— fIcHo, — orpesan Kup.

— Cnyman, Kup, — ckazan bpakku, pasmisaapiBasg HOKKY. —
Ckonbko y Te0st 3Tux Kypeii? Bce Bpemsi HOxxku. Eci Obl Th
MHe siiilia TpuHec, MaMa Obl TaKKe JIETICIKY U3 HUX. ..

— Tw1 koMy-HUOYL pazbonTan?!

— Her, MBI e goropapvBaimce.

Piomcu nepecraia pasrisapiBaTh HOXKKY U HEXOTS MPOTSAHYJIa
o0parHo:

— MHe "Heyero gath B3aMeH.

Kup oneHuBaronie B3IsAHYJ Ha Hee:

— Hdymaeriib, He 3Hat0? — OypKHYI ToJCTAK. Ha comHiie ero ko-
’Ka BhIIJIsIIeNa erle Oosiee He3JOPOBOW.

— I'ne T8I €e mocran?

Kup cnenan Buj, 4ro He ycislias BOIpoca.



— Tol Beib MOT checTh caM. — PioMcH He XOTenoch ObITh eMy
JO/bKHOM. HO Henpusi3Hb K MaJIbUMKY Hayasla YJIEeTy4MBATHCA.
Pa3Be MOXeT rofogHbIil 0OMKaThCs, KOrja Kyaer?

— Mor. Ho otnan tebe, 1 Thl MHe HUUEro He nowkHa. K yep-
Ty TBOIO HAUTPAHHYIO BEXKJIMBOCTh. Kpu AaBaii, He IIyNu, — OH
CMOTpeEJI TaK, OyATO COOMpPAJICS YIBIOHYThCSI, HO BHIPAXXKCHUE JIH-
11a He u3MeHusIoch. — He Bce Beb Mpasu.

BpaKkku, cMayHO 4YaBKasi, MPHICHYJI CO CMEXY, BOBpPEMsI MpU-
KPBIB POT.

Piomcu Brimack 3ybamu B msico. Ee democTh crierka cBedo,
a KOpPEeHHbIE 3yObl JIETOHBKO 3army/ibcupoBasii. OHa XoTesa Io-
JIOJIbIIIE HACTIAIUThCSI MSICOM, HO Yepe3 MUT — MIOYTH He Mepexe-
BbIBasi — Mporyiotuia Bce. M teneps, pa3ioMUB KOCTh, BBICACHI-
BAJIa €€ COICP)KUMOE.

HacpiTuBimcs 1 ycraB, PloMcu nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK TskKese-
10T ee BeKu. PedsiTa Toke HeXWJIMCh MO/l COTHEUHBIMU JTy9aMHU.
Omna 3a0€eCITOKOMIACh: 3/1€Ch HEJB3S 3aChIaTh. XOIAT JIETEH I O
HETIPUKASTHHBIX MaTepsiX, KOTOpPbIe TIOryOMIM COOCTBEHHBIX Jie-
teil. VIX cepaia HacTOMbKO 3a4EPCTBENH, UTO AaKe KOXka CTaia
KameHHoOW. U Temeph OHM OMyXJAIOT MO CKaJaM M, HaWJs KO-
ro-moo, N30 BCeX CHJI OOHMMAIOT YCHYBIIUX MYTHUKOB, KasiCh
3a OBbUTbIE TPOCTYIIKK. BOT TOJIBKO TIOCIIE MX KAMEHHBIX OOBSITHIN
OT YeJIOBeKa OCTAaeTCs JIMIIb Kallla U3 KOCTe! Ja Msca, a KaMeH-
Hble MaTepu, He MOHUMasl, KyJa jAeJcs MyTHUK, YXOJAT UCKATh
HOBBIX.

Bripouem, 310 MorI1a OBITH BCETo JIUIIL Oaiika, 4To0 JOIU He



3aChINMaIU MO MAJISAIIMM COJTHIIEM W HE 3a)KapUjIKCh HACMEpPTh
1o npoOyxaenus1. Crpammika, Bpoze [lomyneHHUTTBL.

— Kup, TbI Beib HE MeCTHBIN, — CKa3asia Pomcu, crapasich oTo-
rHaTh COH. — Pacckaxwu, Kak Jieia B Ipyrux AepeBHsIX?

— A cama Kak Jymaellp, eciid {1 3[1ech, a He Tam? Ho mory
pacckaszarh, Kak TaM MaJIaloT B TOJOHbIe 0OMOpPOKH. MOXeT, 1mo-
JIEJIATLCS, KaK JIIoau ymupanu npsamo Ha yauue? [loHauany, B
OCHOBHOM, CTapyKH, KOTOpbIE OT/IABAJIU €1y JAETSM, ... MaJio-
JIeTHUE, O KOTOPBIX HEKOMY ObLIIO 3a00THUThCs. VI pacckasars,
KaK OTHAX/IbI s1 OOHAPYKUJT MOJTyMEPTBYIO, O€3 CO3HAHUS, KEeH-
nmHy? OHa Hecsla OCTaTKU CBOETO UMYIIECTBA, BUAUMO, YTOO
0OMEHSATH Y TOPTrOBIIEB Ha KPOXH €[Ibl, U TIoTepsijia co3HaHue. Ee
Orpadwiv, ¥ HUKTO, s B TOM YHCIIe, He oOpaian BHuMaHus. [la-
K€ KOrJja OHa OYHYJIACh. .. — MAJIBYMK CKaJl PyKY B KyJaK. — ITO
CTPAIIIHO CJIBIIIATh, KK B TIOIBOPOTHE KPUUMUT KEHIIUHA U HEKO-
My el moMoub. [ToromMy 4TO BceM IjieBaTh Ha UykKUX.

Kup, npuiypuBIIMCh OT CIENSIIET0 CBETa, MPUCTATIbHO
cMotpest Ha Promcen:

— 41 He Bcernga Takum ObUL. A cefiuac ceOsl Jake He y3Halo.

— Hy, xBatut, — nporoBopui bpakku.

— Her, myckaii npookaeT, — XoJI0IHO cKa3asia Pomcu.

Kup kuBHys. XoTs ObUIO BUIHO, UYTO OH HE HYXKJAAJICS B ee
COIJIaCUU:

— OnHax/1bl, BEPHYBIIUCH JOMOM, 51 HE YBUAEJ CECTPEHKHU U
Opocuics ee ucKaTh. BoiOeskast Ha yuily caM He CBOUM — KprJa,
MOJIWJI, CIIPAIIMBAJ Y JIIOAEU, BUAEI JIU KTO MAJIEHBKYIO IEBOUKY.



Mens konotwia apoxb. S 4yth ¢ yma He comen. Kpome cecr-
PEHKH, Y MEHSI HUKOT'O HE OCTaJIOCh.

Promcu 3amernia crpaHHyio Beulb: kKorga Kup 3aroBopuit o
cecTpe, TO HEOCO3HAHHO Hayall MOrJaxkuBaTh ce0si MO JIEBOMY
OOKYy.

— 1 He Mor MoTEpATH U €€, — C OTCYTCTBYIOLIMM BHIOM IIPO-
JOJIKWII TOJICTSIK. — XOPOUIO XOTb, XBaTHJIO PACCY/IKA COXPAHUTD
YeJIOBEUYeCKUi OONIMK, MHAa4Ye B JIYYIlleM cilyyae MeHs Obl 1100
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJIH, JTMOO TPUOMIN. A TaK KTO-TO OTBETHII: «be-
TY CKOpeH B TOT JOM, 3a0pajii ee U yke, HaBepHoe, Chenm». 51
3aJIeTeN TyAa, He 3Hasl, CKOJIBKO MX U CITPaBJIIOCh JIM C HUMU. MHe
ObLI0 TUIEBaTh. MIX okazanoch MHOTO. Sl OTTONKHYI BCEX, KTO CTO-
SUT BO3JIE Hee — K CYACThIO, OHU yke odeccuiieni oT rosona. 51
CXBATWJI CECTPEHKY U YHEC.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi pebsita cuienu Monda, HaOmonas, Kak
3MENKOM MEeT/seT ropHasi pevyllka, miaBHo ooxons CyacTiug-
YUMKH, ¥ KaK BJIACTHO PacKUHYJICS 3a AepeBHel Beunsiit Jlec.

Kup nopHsaics, OTpAXHYB OT XBOU CBOU IIMPOKUY 341, UICKOCa
nocMoTtpeB Ha Promcu:

— HagepHoe, cTpaHHO chblath 00 y’kacax rojoja ot Takoro,
KaK I, — IPOTOBOPUJI OH, SIBHO MUMesl B BUJIy CBOE TEJIOCIIOKE-
Hue. — BepHo, Promcn?

— BepHo, — oTBeTU1Ia OHA, CMYTUBLINCH.

— 93X, Kak ke 310poBo! — Bpakku notsaxyncs v 3eBHy. — Thl,
Kup, npsiMo Kak BOJIIIEOHUK C UTPHI.

ToncTsak BOMPOCUTENBHO MPUTIOAHSLT OPOBH.



— Hy, urpaem Tak: ecnu 6bl BOMIIIEOHUKY HE TTOTUOMH, UTO Obl
ThI TIOMPOCKJT U3 €]TbI, TIOBCTPEYaB OTHOTO ? — mosicHuI Bpakku. —
S BOT KypHHYIO HOXKY U Tioripocuii Obl. Hy, 1 elie cBUHOE KO-
JIEHO — TOJIOBY OBl 32 HEro OTJIAL.

— 3ayeM Hy)XHa CBMHAs TOJISAINKA, €ClM y TeOsi He Oyzer ro-
7oBBI? — XMBIKHYJT Kup — TouHee, XpiokHy/1. — YeM Thl ee ecTb
cobupaenibesi? U, K OBy, MsICO TYCHHOE — He KypuHOe. [ 1ie Th
TaKyl0 KypHIy-TO BUia?

— DX, HaKOJIJI0BAJI OBl KOJJIYH Jake CTO CBHHBIX KOJIEHeIl, s O
UX Bce cionaj! — MeuTaTeibHO MPOroBOpUi BpaKKu, UTHOPUPYS
TIOJIKOJT TOJICTSIKA. — A ThI, PloMcH, uTo OBl mompocuia’?

Piomcu ycmexHysiach. Urpasi ¢ OpathsiMu, OHa Bcerjia JiaBaja
OIMH H TOT K€ OTBET.

— B nHarmeit peuke BoguTCs ppida ¢ YepHBIMU TOYKAMM, — TIPO-
rOBOpUJIa OHA. — ['0JIOBY 3a Hee He OTAaM, HO Monpocuia Obl ee.

— 3Haw-3Hatw, — oTo3Bajics bpakku. — Tosbko ee k& He Cllo-
Bulllb. HaBepHOe, TOJIBKO KOJIIyHAM 3TO M IO CHITY.

ProMcu HMYero Ha 310 HEe OTBETHIIA.

4

— VX ThI! DTO K€ HacTOsIAsA KHUTa, — BOCXUIIIEHHO BOCKJIMK-
HyJia Promcn.

— Hexkwuin yenoBek, no umenu ['apasj, pacckazan MHE MHO-
T TOJIE3HOTO, HUYETo He MoTpedoBaB B3ameH. — CtapocTa pac-
CMaTpHBaJl PyKOMNKCh, OYITO TOXE YBUJIEI ee BrepBble. — iMeH-



HO OH TOAAPWJI MHE CHIO Yy/IECHYIO KHUTY. DTO UCTMHHOE CYa-
CTb€ — BCTPETUTh KOT0-TO, CTOJIb YMHOTO.

— VBepeHa, UTo OH HE yMHEe BEJIMKOrO CTapOCThl HAIIeW Jie-
peBHH, — PloMcH ckopumiia poxy.

Tonbko OHa Mo3BoJIsIa cede TaK Pa3roBapruBaTh CO CTAPOCTOM
JepEeBHU, KOTOPOTO 3a IJ1a3a Ha3blBau CBHUHOIIACOM.

Ckonbko Promcu cebsi momHuMIa, CTapocTa TMOYTH KaxkKIbIi
JeHb HaBelllal ux cembio. OHa 3ameyasa, YyTo OH MOYTH He 00-
IIAJICS C PONUTENISIMU U HE MHTEPECcOBaJICS OpaThsIMU — TOJIBKO
et onHo. BHauasie onu npocto Buaenuck. [lorom Havamm ne-
peKuAbIBaThCA Mapou ¢pas.

Promcu ObicTpo npuBbIKia K CBUHOMACY, HO HE UCIIBITHIBANA K
HeMy 0co00M JIIOOBH, XOTs BCeria MpU3HaBasia B HEM YejIoBeKa,
3aCiy’kMBaIOLIEro yBaxeHus. [la v ctapocra n3-3a CBOEro Xapak-
Tepa OKa3aJiCsl He U3 TeX, Ybero oOlecTBa UIyT. bpulio BUAHO,
YTO OH U CaM He OXKHJaJl OT Hee Apykeckux uyBcTB. Ho o us-
BECTHOI OJHOMY JIMIIIb €My MTPUYKHE PETY/ISIPHO MPOBE/BIBAL.

CauHOMAac ObUT 0YeHb YMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, ¥ PIoMcH, HEMHOTO
MOB3POCIIEB, UICKPEHHE HACIak JaJIach €ro pOCCKa3HsMU o Oorax,
JaJIbHUX CTPaHaxX M 3arajkax AepeBHu CuacTiMBuuky. B komma-
HHUU CTapOCTBl OKA3aJI0OCh HEBEPOSTHO MHTepecHO. OH TOXe He
CKPbIBaJI, YTO PAA0BAJICS BO3MOXKHOCTH C KEM-TO TIOTOBOPHUT.

CeuHonac kw1 onuH. byayuu crapoctoil orpomHoii u Gora-
TOI J€pPEeBHU, CPABHUMOI 1O pa3Mmepy ¢ HEOOJBIIMM rOpooM,
OH TOYTH BCE BPEMSI CHJEJ B CBOEM JIOME, BEUHO YTO-TO U3y4Yasl.
[Mono6HO MenBe o, JKUBYILIEMY B 3MMHIX CHOBHICHUSIX HECMOT-



ps Ha TO, YTO B PACHOPSIKEHUM KOCOJIAIOro 1esbii Jiec. Jluiib
WHOT/Ia, MOPIIACh OT TaKOW HEOOXOIUMOCTH, CTAPOCTa HEOXOT-
HO TMOKu1aj1 cBoto Oeprory. Crapocra ObUT OUeHb XYIbIM “Mejl-
BeleM”, KaK IocJje crsiuku. ProMcu Beeraa cuurana, 4to Takou
OTPOMHBIN JOM CJIMIIKOM BEJUK JJ1s1 OQHOro 4yesioBeka. Ho, yBu-
JIeB, CKOJIBKO Y CTAPOCTHI MTKA(OB CO BCEBO3MOXKHBIM OapaxjioMm,
MpUIILIA K BBIBOAY, YTO JIOM JIJIs1 HEro ciuikoM Maj. HaBepHoe,
MIOTOMY OH Y HayaJl pbITh MOABAJI.

— Oro! Tam pucyHku gaxe ectb, — Promcu ¢ uaTepecom nepe-
BEpHYJIa CIeQYIOLYI0 cTpaHuLly. — CTpaHHBIE KaKhe-TO. JTO?..

— BHyTpeHHoCTH 1 YacTu yenoBedeckoro tena. [lonaem, no-
Kaxy TeOe nonsai, Plommepu, — ckazasn ctapocTa, HeTepreauBo
MaxHYB PyKOH.

TosBKO OH Ha3bIBAJ €€ HACTOSIIUM UMeHEM. «ProMcn» — ripu-
JyMaau OpaThsl: U3-3a €€ POJUMBIX MATEH, MOXOKUX Ha CJE3bl.
«ProMcu» IpUKUIIOCh, U BCE CTAJIM €€ TaK Ha3blBaTh, AAXKE PO-
JUTENM. 3a4eM ke Torga NpuayMbiBaau ums Prommepn?

A BOT cTapocta He 6w kimakn. Y Piomcn noraapiBanace,
novyemy. Ecim Obl ee HasbiBasin CBUHOMACIIA, OHA OBl TOXE HE
Jo0ua.

A eme Promcu xotena y3Hath, OTKy/1a y HEro TaKOe ITPO3BUIIIE,
HO CaM CTapocTa IMOMaJKHUBaJI, a JEPEBEHCKUE MOKUMAIU TUIe-
Yamu, 4TO, BIPOYEM, HE MeIIaJIO UM TaK €ro 3Barh.

— He 3Has1a, 4TO ThI yK€ 3aKOHUYMJI C TIOABAJIOM, — Y/IMBUJIACh
Promcu.

— HukTo He 3Haer, 1 XOTeI0Ch Obl, YTOOBI TAK U OCTABAJIOCH, —



CBHHOIAC MHOTO3HAYMTENILHO TTOCMOTPEN Ha JEBOYKY U J100a-
BUJI: — Ceryac novmellib, oYemMy.

Piomcu ckosb3HYyJIa B3JISIIOM MO PUCYHKAM B KHUTE:

— Hapnerock, y Te0s1 TaM HET KOJIJIEKLIMU TPYIIOB.

— Her, pasymeercs, — ycMexHyJcs ctapocta. Y Hero ObUH
IITyOOKHE Cephle IJ1a3a, KOTOPbIe CIIOBHO MPOHM3BIBAIN HACKBO3b
cBouM B3mIs0M. HaBepHoe, mostomy, Jaxe Korja cTapocra
y/IBIOAJICS, JIULIO €0 BBINISIENIO NeYaIbHbIM.

Crapocra nepBeIM CTajl CIIyCKaTbCs IO CTyIeHbKaM, Promcn
JBUHYJIACh CJIE/IOM, M MX MOZIOLIBHI 3alllapKajiy 1o KaMmHio. CBer
(bakena omMbIBaT TEMHOE CTEKJIO OYTHIJIOK, MOOJIECKUBAIOIIUX T10
cropoHaM. CTeKJISIHHbIE U3/JeJIMsI CaMU 110 ce0e CTOMIIN Hezellle-
BO, HO C COJIbIO BHYTPH CTAaHOBUJIMCh HEBEPOSITHO LIEHHBIMHU.

CrapocTa Kak-TO paccKasblBaJl, Kak pa3moObul cToibko. OH
NOTPATUJI BCE CBOM JIOXOAbI Ha JETreiiCKOe BUHO: HAIUTOK, KOTO-
PBIi, TOBOPAT, LEeHAT camu 6oru. Ho, 1axe He 1oexas J10 iepeB-
HU, BCE pacmpojall, OCTaBUB OyThUIKHM ceOe. braromapst atomy
CTapoCTa He TOJIbKO He 00eIHe, a HA0OOPOT, MPIYMHOKUJ CBOE
60rarcTBo.

HepogsHblii cBeT (pakesioB ruisican no OeJHbIM CTEHaM U CTY-
NEeHAM M3 ITIaJKoro kamHsA. Promcu He cpasy jgoraganace, 4ro
KYTKHE KpPUBBIE TEHH, OETyIIe PsIOM, IPUHAJIeKAT eil U CTa-
pocre. Ilaru ryJ1KuUM 3XOM OTAABAIKCh OT CTEH. DTOT 3BYK 3a-
craBisul Promcu exuntbesa. OHa OCTOPOKHO CTynasa, ¢ yAuBJe-
HUEM CUMTass KaxIblil 1ar. ProMcH, n3-3a cBOEro MaJleHbKOIO
pocTa, napy pa3 ClOTKHYBILKCh, YyTh He ynaja. biaro, crapocra



nojepxuBasl. Hackonbko ke rimyOok mogsai? A Koraa, Hako-
HEll CITyCTUBIIMCh, OHA MOJHSUIA B3MJISA, TO CHJIBHO YAMBUIACH
— MOTOJIOK OKa3aJIiCs pa3a B JIBa BhIle cTapocThl. [laxke ecim Obl
CBuHOIAC TOANPBITHYJI, TO HE CMOT OBl KOCHYThCSI €r0. A OH ObLIT
JIOBOJILHO BBICOK, BHIIIIE JIIOOOTO M3 IEPEBEHCKHUX.

Crapocra mpricesn Ha HOCIEIHIOK CTYNIEHbKY Y MTPUHSLICS Mac-
CHpoBaTh OOJIBHYIO CTYNHIO. Hora TpeBoxuiIa ero ¢ TeX cambiX
1op, Kak ymepsia Mama Promcu.

B nonsane mapun cuiibHbBIA xoso. Elle MrHoBeHbe Hazaj
Piomcu Obl pajioBanach, yoexaB OT JKyTKOW Kapbl B TPOXJIafYy,
HO TYT CTaJIO YK OYEHb XOJIOIHO, U NMAaXHYJIO CHIPOCTHIO.

— OH ke OrpOMHBIH! — 3BYK €€ yIMBJIEHHOTO I0jI0ca OTPa3uJI-
¢S OT cTeH. — Kak Thl cMOr ero BhIKONaTh?

— HemHoro, pazymeeTcsi, pUIIOCh IOTPYIUTHCS, HO s yOpat
TOJILKO BEpXHUM cjioi. Tounee, mos. — OH KMBHYJI Ha BXOA. —
OcranbHoe yke ObLIO, 3TO Moa3eMHas reriepa. MHe Kaxkercs,
BCS JIEPEBHsI MPOHU3aHA UMHU.

— CTpaHHO, YTO HET MAyTUHBI.

— 41 Beib TYT XOXKY BCE BpEMsI — BOT U HET.

Kakoii Obl ’KyTKOI HY OblJ1a UTpa CBETA U TEHU, JIUIIO CTAPOCTHI
MO-TIPEXKHEMY OCTAaBAJIOCh IPUATHBIM U JOOPOITYIITHBIM.

CBepxy CBUCAJIM OCTPbIe OpBUTHL, OT Yero PloMcu 4yBCTBOBaJIa
ceOsl B OTKPBITOM MACTA OTPOMHOTO 3BEPsi CO MHOXKECTBOM OCT-
phIX 3yOOB. B MOTONOK ymupaivuch MacCHMBHbBIE MPOKOITYCHHBIE
OaJIKM, CJIOBHO CTapOCTa ¥ CaM BEPHJI, YTO MACTh MOXET 3aXJIOI-
HYTbCS, U MBITAJICS] TOMEIIATh TOMY.



JlanbHue e yribl Ielepbl yTonalii B TEMHOTE, CBET (paKesIoB
Tam MpoMajaajl, ¥ OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb TafaTh, YTO CKPhIBAET ThMa.

HemHoro Bnepenu, Ha ctone, ropesia Tojcras cBevya. Piom-
CH IIPUCMOTpeEJach U, HEBOJILHO BCKPUKHYB, OTIIATHYJIach. Tam
JIeKaJIo YeJI0BEYECKOe TeJO: JKUBOT pa3pe3aH, BUTHEIUCh BHYT-
PEHHOCTH.

— He 06o¥ics, OH JaBHO MePTB, — MOMBITAJICS MOIITYTUTh CTAPO-
cTa.

— Yt06 s B Jlec momana, aa tam u nponana! Tl ke ckazal,
yto TpynoB Het! Cenvac nens. .. ITtuma! Tl Mmoxens Bpars?! —
OHa pacKpblia pOT, MTHOBEHHO 3a0BbIB O MEPTBOM TeJIe.

— 4l He nran, ckazaB, YTO Y MEHsI HET KOJUIEKIIUU TPYIOB, —
CTapoOCTa YCMEXHYJICSI KpaeM pra, — [IJIs1 KOTOPOW MHE, KaK MHU-
HUMYM, HE XBAaTAa€T MAJICHbKOM JEBOYKH C IJTMHHBIM SI3bIKOM. —
OH ctan cepbe3Hee, yXxMbUIKa ucuesia. — He obsi3aTenibHO Bparth,
9yT00 BHIKpYTHThCA. [Tonnmaers? Ho He crout komy-moo pac-
CKa3bIBaTh, 4YTO TAK MOXHO, 10O. ..

PromMcu HeX0Ts mocieoBaia 3a CTapocTor K MEPTBELLY U Cpa-
3y OUyTWJIACh BO BJIACTH MPAYHbBIX TEHEH, OOUTAIONIMX B TO/I3€-
MeJlbe.

— Ila nomHuio s1. He 3a6bu1a, — Promcu ckpowsia rpumMacy, moj-
paasi roJIiocy CTapocThl. — V60 JI0/IsiM HeJb3s1 TOBEPSITh.

[louecaB KOHYMK HOCa, CTAPOCTA 3araJJOYHO MPOU3HEC:

—Tak u ectb. Thl Belib He 3HaeIlIb, Kak NosBrIaACh [1THa? — oH
BOTKHYJI (pake B CrieliMajibHOe OTBEPCTHE, a 3aTeM 3aKer Ha CTO-
JIe ellle HECKOJIbKO CBEYEH, 03apUB MOA3EMENbE MATKMM OPaH-



&KeBbIM cBeTOM. — [la 11 oTkyza Tede 3Hath? [IpocThie moau maio
UHTEPECYIOTCS YeM-TO, KpOMe HACYIIHBIX MOTPEOHOCTE.

Tenepsb crano HaMHOTO cBeTiee. Ha HEKOTOPBIX CTeHaX MOIy-
YWJIOCh PasIsAAETh MOJIKU C OPYIUsIMU U IPEJMETaMHU, O MpeJ-
Ha3HaueHUM KOTOpbix Plomcu morna b ragats. Eine crosio
HECKOJTBKO CTeJITaXeH, 3ar0o;THEHHBIX B OCHOBHOM OaHKaMH U OY-
THUIKaMH.

— 4 He Takas, — npotaHyaa PioMcu ¢ yKOpU3HOU B roJioce.

— Thl HET, HO TBOM... ponHble Takue. Kcratu, kpome HUX U
MEHS ThI C KeM-HUOY/Ib e11ie 00IIaerbes?

— Tets u3-3a Y4€ro-To MOCCOPUIACH C OTIIOM U OOJIbIIIE K HaM
HE TIPUXOUT. YBepeHa, oHa U Bpakku 3ampeTusia co MHOW 00-
IAThCS.

— Bort kak ? — ctapocTa HaxMypuJ1 OpOBU, CKPUBUB MAJICHbKHI
pOT, OyATO 3HANI YTO-TO 00 €€ CeMbe, Yero He 3HaJjla OHa cama. —
Cnymait, ecjim KTO-TO YXOAUT U3 TBOEH JKU3HU. ..

— Cny-ymiaii, — oHa ObICTPO TepeBesia pa3roBop B JIPyroe pyc-
710. — Tak 3auem Bce-Taku Tede Ty B 1oMe? ITO ke HENPUSATHO
Y MEp3KO.

— C stuM TpyaHO He cornacutbes. Ho, 3Haenb, 60ib Besib TO-
K€ HelpusiTHasl, HO OHa ObIBaeT IBYX BHUJIOB: T4, YTO yOWBaeT,
u Ta, Kotopas jeuut. C Tpynamu Toxke He BCe TaK OHO3HAYHO.
BhIBaIOT U 1oJIe3HbIe TPYMbl. YTOO Ha UX... ONBITE Y )KUBBIX HE
HOSIBUJIOCH 00JIH, KOTOpast yousaet. JKUBOT, eciiu Tebe MHTepec-
HO, s eMy pa3pes3an yxxe meptBoMy. Ho /10 aToro Ha ero Tese He
Obu10 paH. OH He cTap, MoceMy MeHs 3aUuHTepecoBajia MPUYMHA



CMEpTH.

— Ecnn nepeBeHcKkre y3HaoT PO MEPTBSAKA B TBOEM JIOME, TO
oMl Kak He o0pajyloTcs, — mporopopuiia Plomcu, ¢ onackoil Ha-
Ommonasi, Kak Ha CTeHaX MEJIEHHO TMOKAYMBaIOTCSl TEHU OT CBe-
Yell.

— A ecnu, cKakeM, y matepu OyzneT yMupaTbh peOeHOK, OHa
TOXe He 00pajyeTcs, Korja s cracy eMy ’Ku3Hb?

— 4 mpocro nepexuBaio 3a Teds1. B nepeBHe TeOs1 He CUIIBHO
KAITYIOT.

— Jliomsim Beeria HeOOXOIMM TOT, Ha KOTO OHHM MOTYT 3JIUThCSI.
Ho B CyacTiMBYMKax BCe OTIMYHO, a 3HAYUT, 51 XOPOLIO CIIPaB-
JISIIOCh ¢ OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU CTapocThl. U, 3aMeTh, — OH MPUITOAHSIIT
yKazaTeJbHblIi NaJjiell, — OHU BeJlb BCEr/la KO MHE UAYT CO CBOUMU
npooOiemamu. Jlake He K JIeKapio WM TOW CTapoOil KEHIIUHE. . .
3aramsToBaJl €€ UMH. . .

— dropraiHOl OHa Ha3BaIacCh, KOrJa MPUXOIUIIA B MOCIIEIHUI
pa3, — PioMcu pajoBanach, YT0 HaKOHEI MPEICTaBUJICS CIyvai
MOyMHHMYATh CaMOM. — A HE TOMHHUIIB Thl IOTOMY, YTO JIO 9TOr0
OHa Ha3BaJjach Arumen, a eue paHsiie Benpmepoil.

CeuHoOMNac czaenan BUJ, YTO HE MpUAal 3ToMy 3HavyeHus. Ho
Promcu 3Haa ero CJIMIIKOM JIOJTO, 9YTO0 ITO Y HETO MOTY4UIIOCH.

— Tak nmouemy oHM He UayYT K SAropuagne? — MPOJOIIKWII CTa-
pocta. — [IoToMy 4YTO OHM MPU3HAIOT MOIO MOMOIIb. A TOKa A
MOTY TIOMOUYb, 51 HyKEH.

— He nymaro, 4To eMy Tbl IOMOXEILIb, — ChsI3BHIIA ProMcH, KUB-
HYB Ha MeprBena. Ee Bceraa pasapaxkana npusbluka CBUHOMAcA



MYAPCTBOBATH C MOJHSATHIM MaJIbIIEM.

Crapocra ObUT ITTaBHBIM B JIEpEBHE M, HECMOTPSI HM Ha UTO,
€ro yBaxaJi, a HeKOTopble Jaxe nodavsasch. He mooumu Ceu-
Homaca, paBja, noutu Bce. Ho nuib ¢ Hum Piomcn Bena cebs
€CTECTBEHHO, HE TTPUKU/IbIBASICh.

—Ewmy Hert. Ho, y3HaB npuuunHy, 1 cCMOTy IOMOYb APYTUM. DTO
MorJia ObITh 1 OOJIE3Hb.

— TBos xeHa. .. ee Oone3Hb 3abpana?

CBuUHOIAC CIeTKAa HAXMYPUJICS:

— 41 oyens Mmoo CBOIO XkeHy, OHA MeHs — HeT. Moe cepatie
pa3ouiiock. A oHa... OHa Toke He BbIHEC/IA PaH. .. CEPACYHBIX. —
Bo B30pe cepbix 1713 cTapoCThl HU HA MTHOBEHHUE HUYTO HE JIPOT-
Hyno. — TeGe Torna u roga He ObLIO.

Piomcu onemmnia, He B CHJlax MOHSATH, YTO K€ CKPBIBAIOT €r0
cinoBa. MlHoraa pasHuiia Mex/1y IIyTKaMu U CEephe3HOCTBIO CTa-
POCTBI OKa3bIBaJlaCh HACTOJIBKO TOHKA, YTO MOKHO OBLIO JIETKO
u nopesarbesi. Ho oH, noxoxe, He jran. He mor. [Inem IlpaBna
JOCTaHeT Jla)ke B TEMHOTE MO/IBaJa.

Piomcu Mosuana, He 3Hasi, YTO OTBETUTh, HO HE KaJiesa O CBO-
em Bonpoce. CtapocTa goBepsi1 eil OoJblie BCeX, HO UMEI Kyuy
TaiiH. U Plomcu nipu cirydae cobuparna KpoXu CBEIEHHUIA O HEM.

— OH TOXe He OT OONe3HN yMep, — Terepb TeMy CMEHUT CTa-
pocra. — Ero moryoun x:1e0.

CBHHONAC MHOTO3HAYUTENILHO TIOMOJTYAJL.

— X711e0, K CJIOBY, CBeKaWIIINIA U HEe OTpaBJieHHbIN. [ myrneimas
UCTOpUSI, HO B TOW K€ Mepe W MOyuuTeNnbHas1. XOTs Tede 3To,



CKOpee BCero, He MHTEPECHO.

OH nykaBo nokocusicst Ha Plomcu. OrHU-XUTPUHKY OJiecTeNTn
B €ro mia3ax. JleBoyka HaXMypuJiach.

— JlagHo, TaK u ObITh, pacckaxy. OH, — KUBOK Ha MepTBella, —
KpyTriicst moomusoctu ot BeuHoro Jleca, moka oTTyna He BbIOe-
’Kajia Kakas-To TBapb...

— Iokunyna Jlec?!

—Iopoii uynosumia nokuaaiot Jlec. Ho Har npusitess BoBpe-
Msl 3aMETHJT U yCTIeN BCKapaOKaThcsl Ha epeBo. U, kak mozxe
TIOBE/IaJl CBOEH *KeHe, CHJIeJI TaM JIBa JIHSI, TTOKa TBaph He YIILIa.
[ToTom erie 1 HOUB, aX J0 paccBeTa, YT00 YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO
YyJOBUIIE TOYHO He BepHercs. W nuiib 3atem cie3 u rnodexan
nomoi. Bepree, moOpen: gymaercsi MHe, KOHEYHOCTH Y HEro 3a-
TEKJIU TIOPSIIOYHO.

— 51 6b1 TOXE He cpasy ciesna, 0coOeHHO Houblo. Ho 310 Bepb
HE KOHell. . .

— Her, noporasi, MeHs1 pocTo TiepeOrIn 1IeHHbIM 3aMeYaH!-
eM.

— IIpocru.

— Hy Tak BoT. [loOpascs oH, HakOHell, TOMOW. A TaM xJied Kak
pa3 UCMEeKCs, OH ero MPsIMO U3 IeYX CXBATUJI U Chell. XJie0, Kak
s TIOTOM BBISICHIJI, 3aCTPsUT B )KMBOTE, @ TOYHEE, B KUIIKaX. DTO
Y CTAJIO IPUYMHOM CMEPTH.

— I'mynas kakas-To cMepTh.

— Jlioqu BoOOIIIE /IENAl0T MHOTO TJIYTOCTeH, B OCOOEHHOCTH
KOT/Ia TOJIONIHBI. §1 BUEN Toiof ¥ OYeHb pajl, YTo B CUacTIvBYM-



Kax ero Het. Haneioch, HUKOra u He Oyfer.

Crapocra yMOJIK, O YEM-TO 3a/1yMaBIIIKCh.

— Hcropust moyuntenbHasi, HO He 00513aTeIbHO ObLJIO MHE €T0
nokasblBaTh. VIHOIa pacckasa JOCTaTOYHO, — MPOLUUTUPOBAIA
OHa €ro *e JIaBHUE cJIoBa. PloMcu HpaBUJIOCh MOBTOPSITH 32 CTa-
POCTOM, U OHA TIOYTH BCerJa MOHUMaJIa 3HAUYeHNe CKa3aHHOTO.

— Mor 6s1. Ho xu3Hb He Beerna npusitHast. CripsiTaB OT ee pe-
anui, 1 He moMory Tede n30ernyTh Bcex onacHocteil. K Tomy xe
MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, Thl 3aX0Yelllb IOMOTaTh, KaK B CIy4yae ¢ KapTOu.
Wnu He Tl roBOpUiia, YTO CO MHOW HAMHOTO MHTEPECHEH, YeM
Ha oropoze?

— VK Jydiie Ha oropojie CIuHY I'HyTb, YEM C MEPTBELIAMU
Bo3uThCsAA. He atoro s xorena.

— A 4TO0 TeOe MelaeT 3aHUMaThCs TeM, YeM XoTesia?

— Korma s moB3pociero, MeHs JIeT CyapOa BceX JIEBOUCK.
Buiiiy 3amy:x, Haposkato eToK. XJieB, oropof, 1oMm. .. Eciu, Ko-
HEYHO, KTO-TO NO3apUTCs HA TAKOE JIUIIO, — €€ TOJIOC 3aIpOKa. —
A Tak xouercst mooBu. Hacrosimeii. Kotopast 6e3 orust corpena-
er.

— I'ne o1 ycablmana 3t cnoBa?

— H-ne 3Hat0, — B mazax yxe 3a6unu poqHuuku. — Cama rnpu-
Aaymaia oT Oe3MXOIOCTH.

— IIpaBusibHO — 6€3BICXOIHOCTH.

— b-6naronapio, — pOMHUKY PEBPATUIIMCh B peku. — M-MHe
B KUM3HU €1l IPUTOJUTCS 3TO CJIOBO.

— Prommepu, y TeOs1 KpacrBoe JIHIIO.



— [I-mouemy Torma apyrue netu apasHarca? Jaxe B3pocibie
KPUBSTCS, [VI451 HA MEHS.

Crapocra B3/10XHY.

— Piommepu, yx KoMy ¥ CTOMIIO Obl TOpEBaTh, Tak 3TO MHe.
MHOTO€ cJieJiall AJisl JIePEBHHU, I1le MEHs Ha AyX He MEPEHOCsT. A
MOW €AMHCTBEHHBII ApYT — IEBATUIETHSS JEBOYKA, HOWINAS O
CBOEM YPOJICTBE.

OH nonoxui pyKy Ha iedo Promcn.

— Ho neBouka 3ta — camMoe yIuBUTEbHOE CO3[aHHe, UTO s
BCTpeyasl — a MOBUAAJ s MHOTOE, — U €€ MePEekRUBAHUS CMEXO-
TBOPHBI, MOIOOHO TOMY, KaK JIFca, BRIPOCIIasi Cpein Kphic, Oec-
MIOKOUTCS O TOM, YTO €€ OTHEHHO-PbIKHIA XBOCT HE TaKOM 00J1e3-
JIbIA, KaK y ocTasibHBIX. — OH yOpas pyKy ¢ mieva, u ,,yMHbIA”
naJiel] CHoBa MOJHsJICS. — Byzens nepexusarb 0 TOM, 4TO J1y-
MalOT Jpyrue — MPOKUBEILb YyXKYIO KU3Hb.

Ero nmpusitHoe U110, IpUILyp TIIyOOKUX CEpbIX IMla3 U TOH-
KHe, BEYHO YXMBUISIONIUECS TyObl Kak Oy/ITO CHeluaibHO ObUTH
CO3JaHBI U1 TOTO, YTOOB! yUuTh kU3HH. Korma crapocra cocra-
pUTCS U OTIIYCTUT OOPOILY, U3 HETO BBIMJET MICTbHBIA MYIPbIi
cTapell.

Piomcu He cMoriia ynep:kath yabIOKYy P TOW MBICTU. Pexun
uccoxui. [Topoii u Tak ObIBaerT.

Tem BpemeHeM CTapocTa MOAOIIEN K MPOMEXYTKY MEXIy
CTeJUIa)XaMU U CTSHYJ NOKpbIBaJio. Plomcu yBujena yenoBeye-
ckuil ckeneT. Ero BorumineHHbie 100e1a KOCTH COBCEM He TIOXO-
JWJIA Ha TPSI3HBbIE CTPYUYKHU, KOTOPBIE HaxXoasT co0aku. CKener He



BBITJISIZIEN KYTKO, PloMcH Haruia ero naxe 3a0aBHBIM.

— Ilo Hemy s U3ydan CTpoeHue KOCTel, — OOBSCHII CTapo-
cra. — YTo Tl BUAMIIE ?

— Kocru u Buky. Yenoseueckue. HaBepHoe.

— A monmpoOHee MOKeIlb paccKa3aTh O YelIOBeKe, KOTOPOMY
OH MpUHALJIEKAIT?

— Haperoch, 310 HE neBoUYKa, KOTOpasi CIyCTWJIACh HE B TOT
noasau1? [IpocTy, — UI3BMHUIIACH OHA, KOT/1a CTAPOCTa HAXMYPUII-
cs1. — OH MOT IPUHA/IJIeKaTh KOMY YTOJIHO.

— Ho 4enoBek Ob11 Oorat?

— He 3nato, y Ooraueil pa3Be KocTu qpyrue?

— A MHOrO y Hero ObLJI0 Apy3ei?

PromMcu cHOBa nozxasa Iie4amu.

— [Ipunec 1 OH KaKy0-HUOY/Ib MOJb3Y JiepeBHE?

— be3 monsitusa. OObIYHBIN CKEJIET, XOTh U MEPBBIi, UTO 5 YBU-
Jena.

— OOBIYHBII CKeJIeT, KOTOPbI He TOBOPUT HaM HUYEro. XOpo-
WA WK TUTOXOM, OoraThiil mim OeHbIl. .. Bee Mbl ympeM, mipe-
BpaTUBIIKUCH B KOCTU. Tak He JIydllie U 3aHUMAThCS TEM, O YeM
Meuraelib? Benp KU3Hb OHA.

— A KOpMUTb MEHSI TOKe MedTa Oyaer?

— A 4eM OHI ThI XOTeJIa 3aHUMAThCSI, €CITH ObI He HYXKHO OBLIO
niepexknBaTh O TOM, Ha YTO XUTh?

JleBouka HEMHOTO MOKpACHEIA:

— 51 GBI XOTeNna pucoBaTh KapThl. Kak Ty, YTO MBI pUCOBAJIH.

— Kaprst MecTHOCTH, — OH YyIIBIOHYIICS. — ECITU THI UTO-TO JIEHi-



CTBUTEJIHHO JIIOOUIIIB, TO 00s13aTeIbHO JOCTUTHEIIIb YCIIeXa B JII0-
o6umom sienie. I 0 TOM, 4TO TOECTh, TOYHO He Oy/IelIb Iepeku-
BaTh.

— IIpaBna? — ProMcu pagocTHO yabsiOHy1ack. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
KaK JTIOOWT MOBTOPSATh BP3KKM: KUTh CTAHOBUTCS ropa3fio Mpo-
1€, €CJIM XOTh HEMHOIO BEpUTh B UyJeca.

— 3a XOpollyl KapTy KyMilbl U Oorarbie MyTelieCTBeHHUKN
3aIyIaTAT TeOe CTONBKO, UYTO HeKOTopble B CYaCTIMBYMKAX 32 BCIO
KU3Hb He 3apadoTaioT. OTKPOIo TalHY: 51 BCEra MeUuTasl hcclie-
JoBatb Bce noapsia. CTpaHbl, FOPOAA, Pa3HbIX )KUBOTHBIX. . . JIIO-
Nei.

— Tak u 3Hana, 4TO Thl HE Pa/iv JIEUEHU S UCCIeyelllb TPYIIL.

— Her. Ho 310 He otMeHsieT Toro akTa, 4To 51 CMOry NpUHO-
CHTB TIOJIB3Y oM. Kollika Toxke He 04eHb-TO 3a00THTCS O CO-
XPAHHOCTH 3€PHA U JIOBUT MbIIIEU UCKJIIOYUTEIBHO JJISI CBOEU
BBITO/IbI, HO, TIOIMAaB MBIIITb, OHA TIOMOTAET U JIIOJSIM.

OH noyveca moagdopoIoK 1 MOMpayHe].

— DTOro He ClielyeT TOBOPUTh peOEHKY, HO Thl YMHA. .. Yepec-
qyp AJis cBouX JieT. $1 He roBopio Tebe JesaTh 4To B3AyMaeTcs,
HO CUMTAIO, YTO YEPTU IPaBbl CO CBOMM B3MJISIZIOM Ha JKU3HEH-
Hble IleHHOCTH. HyKHO fenaTh To, K 4eMy JIeXKHUT JyIia, 10O Mbl
HE 3HaeM, KyJa NpuBeAyT Hamu Aena. K nmpumepy, TBoM KapThl
MOMOT'YT ITyTHUKaM, HO OHM MOT'YT MOMACTh U K MJIOXUM JIIO/ISIM,
KOTOpBIE MPOUIYT Tyaa, Kyda 0e3 KapThl He JoOpasuch Obl. Cria-
cast yTonammiero peOeHka, Mbl He 3HaeM, KEM OH BbIpacTeT.

Promcu ynuBHiiach, yxke B KOTOpbIM pa3. OTel MHOrma roBo-



pUJI, 9YTO MYKUK CKOpee TIOBEpUT cBoei Oabe, y KOTOpou JieTn
Ha cocela MoxXoxu, yem uepty. OHa He COBCeM MOHUMAsa 3Ty
TIOTOBOPKY, HO CYTh YJIOBWJIA U TOPa3WIach TOMY, YTO CTapoCTa
HEHWJT MyApPOCTh YepTen.

— YTO THI XOUENIb CKA3aTh?

— Xouy cKazaTh, YTO €CJIM Mbl HE 3HaeM, K 4eMy IpPUBEIYT
HAIlY TIOCTYTIKY, TO He JIyYIlle JIM HACJIaXAaThCsl )KU3HBIO, HE JTy-
Masi o nocnesactusix? Ilonnmaerns meHsi?

— [Honumaro.

OH KUBHYT:

— [Momumm yxe HaBepX, a TO eIle MPOCTYIUIILCS.

Ho Piomcu ycraBuiach Ha OfiHy U3 CT€H, paccMaTpuBasi ee
CTpPaHHYIO MIOBEpXHOCTh. [IpricMOTpeBIIMCh BHUMATEIbHEE, OHA
coo0pa3uia, 4To Ha CTeHEe YTO-TO HApUCOBaHO. BHe3armHo psiom
pazfaycs Kakon-To 3BYK.

— A tam y Te6s uTO? — 3aMHTEpeCcOBaJIACh IEBOYKA, KOT/1a OJHA
U3 MOCY/IMH Ha CTeJUlake CHOBa APOrHy/a. TaM B MyTHOM CTEK-
JITHHOUM OaHKe HaXOJIMJIOCh KaKOe-TO CYIIECTBO.

— BarisHy, ecim xovelb.

Crapocra nofnec (aken K CTesIaxy 1 OCTOPOKHO OTOJBUHY.T
KpbiKy. OpaHKeBbIi CBET 3aMJ1 MeOeb 1IEIMKOM, U3THAB Te-
HU Jlake U3 JaJIbHUX YIIIoB. Pomcu, ocmerneB, mojonuia noosm-
xke. CyIlecTBO BHYTPH, CHIIBHO HAIIOMHUHABIIIEE KPBICY, TIO/IHS-
JIO PBUIbIIE U MPUHIOXAJIOCh. Y HEro COBCEM He ObLIO TYJIOBHIIA,
BMECTO 3TOTO U3 TOJIOBBI POCJIO HECKOJIBKO OTPOCTKOB, TTOXO/MB-
IIUX Ha 00JIe3JIble XBOCTHI.



— 3auem oHO TeOe? 1 uTo 310 BOOOIIE TaKOE?

— 51 661 11 cam xoTen 3HaTh. OHO MOXOKe HAa IECYAHOTO MapH-
OHETOYHMKA, XOTh OHU M BOJATCS TOJIBKO B TPOOHUIIAX AaKOHa.

— A rze ThI ero Hamen?

— Hamien ve s1, a HenoBonbhbiii Jdapemnt. 3Haels ero?

HenososnbHoro [lapena 31anu Bee. Pomcu kuBHyna. Crapo-
CTa IPOIOJIKIT:

— OH yBepsi1, 4To Hauen 1o Bo3jie Beunoro Jleca. U mens
TEpP3al0T CMYTHbIE COMHEHM S, IPaB JIX 1.

— Hacuer vero?

— B Jlecy oOutaeT MHOXECTBO pa3HBIX TBapei, KOTOPHIE IO
KAKOK-TO [TPUYMHE HE MOKUJAIOT €r0, 32 PEAKUMHU UCKJIIOUEHUSI-
MH, — CTApPOCTa KMBHYJ Ha MOCYAUHY C TBapbio. — I CKJIIOHEH 11y-
MaTb, 4TO KTO-TO HAMEPEHHO Hacesn1 Beunsiit Jlec BceBO3MOXK-
HBIMM MOHCTPaMH M3 Pa3HBIX CTPAH TOJILKO ISl TOTO, YTOO HH-
KTO HE CMOT Ty/a NPOHUKHYTb. M okyTau Jlec Kakou-TO Marueu,
9100 TBapy OOMTAJIM JIWIITL BHYTPU U HE TIOKUIAH €TO.

— Pazge Jlec He mosiBWIICS. .. Hy... caM 1O ceOe?

— Chy4aifHO BBIPOC JIeC C JepeBbsIMHU, KOTOpble HUTIE OOJIb-
11I€ HE pacTyT, U HACEJIEHHbII CMEPTOHOCHBIMU TBapsIMU, HE CITO-
COOHBIMHU €r0 TIOKMHYThH? PioMMepu, 1a HaJ HUM Ja’ke TTHIIbI
He JieTaloT. Jlec sIBHO co3aH, YTo0 Tyaa HUKTO He BOIIEJ, CJIOB-
HO BHYTPH HETO TalHbl, 3HaTh KOTOPbIE 3aIlpelieHo. Beipoc cam
no ce6e? C TakuM 3Ke YCIIeXOM MOXKHO HATKHYTbCSI Ha IEPEBSIH-
HBII 3200p U yTBEp:KAaTh, OYATO JIEPEeBbsl CAMU TOMAAAIH JIPYT
Ha JIpyra, a TBO3Y IPUHEC U BOH3WJI BETED.



— Ho 310T TBOIA... MapHOHETOYHHK Kak-TO BhIOpasics. Kak u
MOHCTPp, YTO TOrO Oe/IoNary Ha JiepeBo 3arHall.

— Bepno. Ho 310 aerensin. Bo3aMokHO, cuiia, KoTopas caep-
’KMBaeT TBApel BHYTPU, MEHBIIIE BIMSET HA UX OTIIPBICKOB, —
CTapocTa 3aKpbUT KPBIIIKY W 3a/IBUHYJI TIOCYJUHY OOpaTHO. —
Ioiinem.

OHu BHIIIUTM M3 MOJBAJIA, 3a 4TO PloMcu Obuta GarojapHa.

— A Tbl BcTpeyasl yepTei? — Cripocuiia OHa.

— Heckomnbko pas.

— VX Tbl, paccKkaxu O HUX !

CeuHonac nocMotpen Ha Piomcu. Kak Bcerma, noOposxkena-
TEJIbHO, HO C XUTPELOM B I1a3ax.

— B apyroii pa3, — oTBeTHI OH U ¢ 0CO00I OCTOPOKHOCTHIO
JIOCTaJI C MOJIKM IKada CBUTOK nepramenTa. HecnemHo passep-
HYB €ro, CTapoCTa MOBEPHYJI JIUCT JIMIIEBOM CTOPOHOU K Promcu.
Ha nepramente kpacoasoch nuzodpaxenue aepeBHu Cyacting-
YUKU. PUCYHKM BBIIJIsIIENIM HAMHOTO JIyyllle, YeM B MOCJIEAHUI
pas, CTapocTta AeTajbHee BCe pa3pyucOBall U YKPACHIL

— Kakas e oHa KpacuBasi! — mporopopuia Piomcu.

Crapocra, OnmycTHB B3IJIs1]I, €Ba 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICS — HECO-
MHEHHO, PagysCh €€ BOCXUILEHUIO.

— IlepBag mos Kapra, HO OHa U TBOA Toke, Prommepu. Tor
Y BIIPaBjy MHE OYEHb MOMOIJIA, — OH MPOTSHYJI €il Mepo Bce ¢
TOM K€ YCMEIIKOM Ha Jiulie. — Buauiie moe ums? B psiiom
cBoe. Benp 310 — Hama kapra.

PromMcu nposxkammmmu pykamu npusiia nepo. Iog ero nerkuia



CKpMII Ha TIepraMeHTe MOSIBUIIOCh U €€ UMs.
Dt10 OBUT JIyUINIUH ICHb B )KU3HU PiomcH.



I'napa 2. O3epo ucnpakHeHnn

1

ProMcu B310XHY/MAa. 9TO MECTO Ha3bIBAJIM «CTPAAJIbHEN».
Hopora, BbIMOIIIEHHAasl TUIOCKUMHM KaMHSIMU, 3MEMKOM BUJIACh
BBepX. MnTu mo Helt ObLJIO Topa3fo TSkenee, 3aT0 MyTh TAKUM
00pa3oM MOJTy4YaIoch HETJIOXO COKpaTuTh. ProMcu cTapanack Ha-
CTyIaTh Ha KAMHU |, He Jail O0TH, TOTacTh HOTOH B IIEJIb — BbI-
BUX oOecrieueH. MIHorma mpomesk KaMHe# nornajaics pydeek, ot
Yero Te CTAHOBUJIMChH CKOJIB3KMMHU U ellle 00Jiee OIMacHBIMHU.

PromMcu 3ameTnna, 4To Ha HEKOTOPBIX y4YacTKax ropbl BCTpe-
YaJICh MEPTBBIE TISITHA CEPOT0 HajleTa 0e3 KPOXU PACTUTEITHHO-
CTH, TOYHO JIMIIIA Ha OOJIbHOM >KMBOTHOM. PaHbIlle Takoro He
OBLJIO.

Kapa ycunuanach, U, Halsl IPOXJagy B TEHU Pa3BECUCTOrO
JepeBa, pedsTa HaKOHEII TTPUCEITH TTEPEOXHY Th.

Bpakku nennics CBOMMU CTpaxamu:

— Camoe oIacHoe — 3TO KOrja Thl HE OKUJIaelllb HallaJeHUs, —
npocBelan od. — Beunslid Jlec ¢ ero uynoBuiliaMu, KOHEUHO,
KYTKOE MECTO, HO HeT Huuero crpamHee Kyrnoro bora u Bo-
HUJIJIBI.

— Ko-ro?! — ckpusucs Kup.

— KyTHbiit Bor — nHOr1a J0MOBOrO Tak Ha3bIBAIOT, — MOSICHUIIA



Promcu. Yto takoe Bonumio, octaBajioch 3aragkom.

— U yem Tebe 10MOBOM He yroau?

— Tem, urto y ceOs joma Mbl Oe33amuTHbL. [Tyckail MbI Be3jie
Y HaueKy, HO JIOMa-TO MOKeM pacciaaOuThesi. CIIOKOWHO YCHYTb,
He oxuaas HanajaeHus, a KytHsiil bor — pa3, — Bpakku yxBaTui
ce0s 3a 1mero, — 1 3aaymmt Tedst. Tak ke u Boruio, — mpomos-
ka1 MaIbuuK. — CeJl Thl, 3HAUUT, 1O OOJBIIION HYXK]IE, a OH. ..

— Iousun-noHsu1, — B3a0xHya Kup. — Ho kakoit cMbICTT TpeBo-
JKUTHCS TI0 STOMY TOBOJLY, €CJIA BCe PaBHO HUUYEM cebe He To-
Moub? TONBKO OECIIOKOMCTBA JIUIITHE.

— He coBcem tak. Yepros XBoct u Bemun Jlucr, — ¢ ropao-
CTbI0 00bsIBUI BpaKKH, 0cTaBast U3 CYMKH 3aCylIeHHbIE pacTe-
HUs1, — CPEJICTBO OTO BCEX HErOpas/IoB.

— Hy Bort, onsATe Hauasiock, — Kup 6e3Haie’kHO TIOKavas ro-
JIOBOM Y CKPUBWJICSI TaK, CJIOBHO Y Bp3KKU BbIICYOMSIHYThIN
XBOCT U30 PTa BHIBAIWICS. — ITO KOPEHb KOJUIUIBL, JIUIIb CPEAN
0e3MO3IJI0ro Hapoya ero Ha3pBalT YepTOBBIM XBOCTOM.

ProMcu He umena NMOHATHSA, €CTh JIM Yy YEPTEd XBOCTHI, HO
MIPE/INOJIOKIIIA, YTO €CJIM UMEIOTCSI, TO OY/IyT BBITJISIETh UMEH-
HO TaK, KaK 3TOT 3aCylIEHHbI KOPEHb.

— Yepr Ob1 TeOs1 moOpan! — Beipyrasics Kup, Bce ke paccMat-
pYBasi AMBHBIE TPEeAMETHL. — M Ha 3TO ThI MOTPATHJI CBOE JO0OPO?!

— TBou peun — Tebe Ha ruieun. KopeHb momMoxeT MHE BHY-
math, a Bemmii Jluct nmokaxker Oymyiee, — mosicHUI Bpakku,
CJIOBHO HE 3aMeyasi YKoJa. — A B HallleM JieJie 3TO Oil KaK MoJie3-
HO.



Promcu cabiiana o cusie Bemero Jlucra. [loroBapusanum, uto,
€CJIA OH MPOCKOJIBb3UT BOKPYT PYKH — YEJIOBEK MTPOKMUBET LIEJIbIA
JIEHb, 4 €CJIM KPYT OKAXKETCs1 HEMOJIHbIM — 3HAUYUT, YMPET B TeUe-
Hue IHA. A BOT 0 UeproBoM XBOCTE OHa HUYETO HE 3HAJA.

B ommuue ot Kupa.

— BHy1eHue, MOXeT, Belllb U NOJIe3Has1, He CIIOPIo, — IIPOro-
BOPUJI TOJICTSIK. — BOT TOJNBKO KM3HDb Ky/a mojie3Hee Oy/eT.

— O yeM ThI? — IBHO HEXOTSA CIPOCUJT BpaKKuM.

— HomycTum, Tl Ja)ke 3Haelllb, KaK MPaBUJIBHO €ro 3aBapuUTh
Y HaCTOAThb, — cKa3aj Kup, HacMenumBo 1yps 171a3a, — U Jaxe
3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO OTBApa HY>KHO BBIITUTb.

Bpakku ckpuBmiics. BeipaxeHue viia MajabulKa HEJIBYCMbIC-
JICHHO TOBOPWJIO O TOM, YTO OH HE MMeEJ HU MaJIeUIIero MoHsi-
TS, O YeM ToJikyeT Kup.

— Ho 3Haenb jiu Tbl, CKOJIBKO Y€JIOBEK U3... CTA BIKUBET I10-
clie TOro, Kak MornpoOyeT ceidl YyJecHbIl oTBap? — MpOAOIKal
TOJCTSIK. — A s1 Tebe oTBeuy: oguH. M To — ecnu moBeser.

Ycipimas 310, BpakkyM Ha MrHOBEHBE NOHMK, HO 3aTEM €ro
ryObl Pa3oIILIUCD B YJIBIOKE.

— Tak gia toro u Bemnuii Jlucr!

OH npotsanya Promcu u Kupy 1o JiacTky.

— 41 u nna Bac B3s1. Eciiu He Oyniet Kpyra — 3Ha4YMT, K pa3Ba-
JIMHAM UTU He cTouT. U BOOOIIe, KOHEYHO, He CTOUT PUCKOBATh
B 9TOT JieHb. He Onaronapute, — pazaysics ot ropaoct bpakku. —
S cnpixan, Kak oguH Takou JIMCT crac 1enyo apMHIo aakOHIIEB
OT 3aca/ibl MPOKJIATHIX.



Bpakku nonoxwuin Jlucr cebe Ha JIaIOHb U YCTaBUJICS HA HETO,
3arauB JpixaHue. Promcu u naxe Kup 3anHTEpecOBaHHO CIlIeANIN
3a MPOUCXOASIIUM.

Jlucrok momeBemmics, OyaATo OT JyHOBEHHUs BeTpa, U Havas
neurarbest. OH, Kak KUBOU, TPOCKOJIb3WII BOKPYT KUCTH U BEp-
HYJICSl Ha MIPEKHEE MECTO.

BpaKkku axe He cTapalicsi CKPbITh CBOIO TOPIOCTb, OH K 3a-
CHsLT OT pajocTu, HO Kup nuiiib peIpKkHYII:

— Ho kak Tel y3Haelb, 4To He CIOXHEILb Ha CJIEAYIoUIEe YTPO?
JIMCT MOKa3bIBAET TOJIBKO, MPOKMBEIL UMEHHO 3TOT JIEHb WA
HET, — HATIOMHWI €My TOJICTSIK. — A O TOM, Kak u3-3a 3t1oro JIu-
cTa morudaiv, Tel, BUIUMO, He Chblai. Ero 10BoapHO MPOCTO
caenaTh, M, ecii Obl OH OBLI TAKMM MOJIE3HBIM, UM OBI IOJIB30-
BAJIMCh Bce noapsan. — Kup ot Bogs! u3 duisirn. — Keraru, —
IIPOTrOBOPUIT OH, BHITUPAS POT, — JIBA JAETEHCKUX MPUHIIA TIOTH0-
JIA U3-3a 9TOrO JIUCTA.

— Yt0 cnyumsioch? — CHOBa HEXOTA CITPOchil Bpakku, 3HaTOK
BCEBO3MOKHBIX MUCTUYECKHUX BEUIUL], HO IBHO HE MTPUHIICB.

— 3arpo3jaka B ToM, 4TO JIMCT He IMOKa3bIBaeT BO3MOXKHBIX
yBeuMil. YenoBek, 3Hasi, 4YTO HE YMpPET B 3TOT JIeHb, OTBAXHO
UjIeT B IMyTh, HUYETO He OO0sCh, ... TAJIaeT, JoMast HOTH, WIIH,
HarpuMep, MomnajaeT B IieH K kaHHuOaiam. Ho ma, — moGaswn
Kup uzgeBarenbckum TOHOM, — JIMCT Bcerga roBOpUT MpaBay:
B 3TOT J€Hb YEJIOBEK JIEWCTBUTENILHO HE YMUPAET.

Hekoropoe Bpems peOsita UM MOJTYa, MpeIaBasich Kax bl
CBOMM MBICJISIM M BOCIIOMUHAHUSIM. ETMHCTBEHHBIMY 3ByKaMHU,



HapyIIaBIIMMU TUIIVMHY, ObUTH UX PEIKHE IPOMKHE B3[J0XH U Y-
ranb Kupa. Onexia npoMoKJa oT oTa ¥ HaThpasia Telo.

Hopora nenanach Bce Kpyue. [0OBOpUTH CTaslo TPYJHO, a Abl-
IIAJIOCh Bee Tskesiee U Tsokenee. Ho Bckope nmokasascs cIyck, 1
pedsiTa CHOBA PEIlIN MePeOXHY Th.

Korga-to Piomcu yxe nogHuManach croia B KOMIIAHUU CTa-
pOCTHI, YTOO HapHCOBaTh KapTy AepeBHH. Ho mpusTHBIE BOCHIO-
MUHAHUSI CMEHWJIUCh TOPbKOM KapTHHOW HacTosIuero: OyiHas
PacCTUTENBHOCTh ITOM MECTHOCTU BbIMHMpasa. Bmecto BeuHose-
JIEHBIX COCEH U eJIeil TOpYaJIM TONIble U MEPTBBIE CTBOJIBL, IIOA00-
HO KOTbSIM BOMHCTBA M3 PACcCKa30B O OUTBE aaKOHIIEB IMPOTHB
JereilieB, KOrja X CTpaHbl elle Bpask/10Bau.

JIumb ropHast peuyIika — paBHOAYIIIHAsI KO BCEMY — IO-TIPEX-
HEeMY TsIHYJIaCh 3MEHKOMH, ee OBICTPBII 1 HEMCTOBOW POKOT JJOHO-
CHJICS JaXe CIofia.

PebsTa B30Opasich 1OCTaTOYHO BbICOKO. CHU3Y, Kak OyaTo
IpsMO N0 HOraMu, packKuHyJIuch CuacTmBYMKU. C Takou Bbl-
COTBI JEpEBHS MOXO/IMJIa HA MOJIOIOM MECHILL.

BHU3y cTosu1 TyMaH, WM, BO3MOXHO, MbUIb JO CUX HOp HE
ocesna. Kazanoce, 4To, KpoMe 4epHOIo U ceporo, TaM OoJbllie He
CYILIECTBOBAJIO OTTEHKOB. JloMa, B KOTOPBIX €I1le HEeIaBHO KHIIe-
JIa )KU3Hb, CTAIM Pa3BaJIMHAMU U MOTUJIAMHU.

— Elnie uyTka cycTUTbCsl — M Thl YBUIUIIL BEJIMKaHA, — XBa-
crasicsi Bpakku, cJIOBHO TOT eMy npuHaaiexat. — OH 310po-
By-yimmii! Kaxapiil naser ¢ aepeBo. bynb BeMKaH kuB, TO Ae-
CSITKOM IIIaroB Tiepecek Obl BCIo AepeBHI0. YT00 MHe B Jlec mo-



1acTh, 42 TaM U MPOIACTh — €CJIM HE TaK.

— 3auem emy maratb? — xMbIKHYJ1 Kup. — Eciin Tb1 He 3ame-
THWJI, Y HETO €CTh KPbLIbsl. TOXe, MeXy TPOYNM, HEMAJICHbKHE.

— Yro 3710 32 cymecTBo Takoe? OTKyza OH B3suicA? — CIIPOCH-
Jia ProMcu HM y KOro KOHKPETHO.

— Heussectno, — otBeTm1 bpakku. — [Jaxe crapuku He Cibl-
XaJIM O TaKUX.

— A Tbl, CMOTPIO, YMHBIi1, CIOBHO TUMETpUH. CKOpPO, HEOOCh, 1
TPEeTUH IJ1a3 MOSBUTCS. BBITh CTaphIM HE 3HAYUT OBITH MYAPBIM, —
npoOypyan Kup. — MoxHO cocTapuThCsi, He IOKMAAsI JEPEBHH,
Ja’e He 3Has, YTO TBOPUTCA 32 €€ NpeIesIaMU.

— CTaplmx HyKHO yBaXxaTb, — KATETOPUYHBIM TOHOM 3as1BUJI
bpakkwu.

— A B KaKMX MOMX CJIOBax Thl YCJIBIIIIAJ HEYBaKCHHE?

— Kup, kak Oyaro 51 1eds1 He 3Hal0, — TOPOIUIMBO OTBETHI Bp-
9KKH.

B m1azax TonCTAKa MEJIbKHYJIO YIMBJIEHUE, TOYHO TOT CKa3all
IJTyIIOCTb.

— 3Haeub MeHs ? — nepecnipocui Kup, 4yTh 3aMETHO CKPUBUB
ryosl. — HaBepHoe, Tak e XOpoIlo, Kak U CTApUKOB, KOTOPbIX
Thl yBaKaelllb, [IPA ITOM JJaKe HE JI0raJbIBasCh, KAK OHU KU3Hb
IIPOKUJIM U YTO Y HUX Ha yME.

Bpakku He Halesn, YTo OTBETUTb.

Promcu mokuposanu ciiosa Kupa: yBaxxeHue Kk crapiiyim npu-
BUBAJIOCH JIETSIM C MAJIOTO BO3PACTa, ¥ MOJOOHBIE Peur IPUPaB-
HUBAJIOCh K TPEXY.



Kup nokocuscs Ha Hee, CIOBHO OHA 03BY4YMWJIa CBOU MBICIIH,
Y TIOSICHWIL:

— 4 Bcerna nozgam pyky Crapiiemy, €Cjv TOT HE B CHJIax MOJI-
HATbeA. [TonHecy uto-HMOYAb. .. Ho He cTouT 3acTaBisaTh MeHs
yBaXarh JIIOIEN, O KOTOPBIX §l HE 3HAI0 HU YepTa, KpoOMe TOro,
YTO OHM CTaphble.

Kup nepesen B3rsan Ha bpakku:

— A TO, 4TO ThI OTpbI3aelbCsi, OyATO HOBOPOXKIEHHBII KOTe-
HOK, OOSIIIIMIACST BCETO MOAPSII, TOBOPUT JIMIIIb O TOM, YTO Thl HE
3Haellb MUpa. Sl He yTBepXKJalo, YTO BCE B3POCIHBIE IIJIOXUE U
HEJIOCTOMHBI yBaxeHus. Ho 3penocts ele He nokasaresnb yma,
JOCTOMHCTBA M APYIuX... KauyecTB. HepazymHo moouTts sozeit
Y JIOBEPATH UM, CChLIASCh JIMIIIb Ha CE/Ible BOJIOCHl ¥ MOPILMHM-
croe nuiio. Jlaxe caMblil 37T00HBIA 1 MEP3KUI HETOMSIi, €CITA €0
HE IPUKOHYAT paHbllle BpEMEeHU, KOHEYHO, KOrja-HuOy/Ib cocTa-
purcs. [lonymant Hax 3TUM, Bpakku. Mel He MOkeM 3HATh, 4TO Y
Jozied Ha yme. B crapoii rojioBe MoryT CKpbIBaThCsl TAKUE MbIC-
JIM, YTO U y MATWIETHETO, Y3Hall OH O HUX, BOJIOCHI ITOCEAECIOT OT
yxaca.

B ero rosnoce Gosbllie He CKBO3WJIA MPUBBIYHASL HACMEIlKa,
TaMm 3By4asia nedasb. CioBHO Kup gaBHO yke He %k Ja OT Jioaen
HUYErO XOPOLLETO.

— Pazymeercs, Ham Obl XOTenOCh, YTOO BCE B3POCIbIE OBUTH
J00pbIMU, CITPABEIMBBIMU U BCE3HAIOLIMMU, HO, YBBI, 3TO AaJje-
KO HE TaK. YK IPOCTH, YTO 51 HACTOJIbKO MTPEKPACHBIE OKUAAHUA
NIOpYy TAaKOW yPOIJIMBOM MPABHOM.



— Promcu, a ThI 4TO AyMaelib? — MpauyHO COPOCK Bpakku.

PiomMcu BcioMHWIA OJUH CTy4aid, KOrAa MYXYMHA 3aMaHUJ
neBouky B 3onotoit [lom. M3HacuioBan u yowit. OH HONpoCHt
MAJIBIILIKY O TIOMOIIM, ¥ Ta CHOKOMHO IOIIJIa C HUM, HE YyBCTBYS
crpaxa. Ckopee BCEro, poAUTeNv TOXKE YUUIIU €€, YTO B3POCIIbIX
HYXKHO CJTyIIAThCSl, UM HYKHO MOMOTaTh. A BOT KAKUM UMEHHO
B3POCJIBIM — He YTOUHMJIM. My>KurHa oka3ajcs He MeCTHbIM. Ero
OBICTPO HallUIM 1 Haka3aiu. Ho AeBOUKY 3TO He BEpHYJIO K KHU3-
HHU.

Bpakku cmoTpent Ha ProMcu ¢ IBHOM HaIek 10U HA MOAIECPXK-
Ky. OHa Obl1a OnarogapHa emy, MO3TOMY IMpearnoysa MpoMoI-
Yarb, M0XaB [IEYAMHU.

Kup 6e3paiocTHO yIbIOHYJICS.

— Tlocnennue cnosa s1, oxanyi, 3a0epy, — IPOrOBOPHII OH
Y MHOTO3HAYMTEILHO TOOABHII, YBUIEB BOMPOCUTEIbHBIN B3TJISI]T
Promcnu:

— Ot cTpaxa BoJIOCH He ceneioT. [lymalo, 3T0 BhIIyMKa, YTOO
JIydIlie ONUCHIBATh U MPUYKPAITUBATH TIEPENyT B KaKOW-HUOYIb
KYTKON UCTOpuH. Byab Tak Ha caMoM Jiejie, MOM BOJIOCHI eIlle
YeThIpe rofa Ha3a 1 noceaenu Obl, OyATO WX MErioM MOCHINANH.

['ne-to 3anasiu cobaku.

— He nymana, 94To y KOro-To XBaTaet e/ibl, YT0ObI ere 1 coO0aK
JepxaTh, — mporoBopuiia Piomcu, 4ToObl CMEHUTH TEMY.

— Her Boi60pa, — nosicuun bpakku. — KTo-To phiier B pa3Ba-
JIMHAX, KaK Mbl, KTO-TO Ha M€Y IbITAeTCS] BCKapaOKaThCs, a KTO-
TO B JIOMa 3aJ1a3UT, 4T00 rpaduth. [ToaToMy Moii OpaT 1 octaeTcst



noma. Koe-KTo a1t 0XpaHbl MOKa ere co0ak IepKuT.

— Yro 3HaumT “BCKapabKaThcs Ha Meu”?

— Hy, roBopsrt, Meu ychinaH AparolieHHOCTSIMU — barpoBeiMm
3akarom. ..

— Aneiv 3akaroM, — OypkHy:1 Kup.

— ...BOT JIIOOU U JIe3YT, MbITAsICh XOTb YTO-TO BBIKOBBIPSITH.
[Toka, koHeuHO, Ge3pe3y brarHo. [lokamecT HUKOMY He yJaBa-
JIOCh, TOJIBKO Kasieyat ceOst 3psi, CpbIBasiCh ¢ BHICOTHI. Majio Toro,
u apyrux Toxe. OTell ToBOpUJ — €My 3HAKOMBII pacckazal, —
YTO y OIHOTO JSAbKH, KOTJa TOT B30OpaJCs MOYTH Ha BEPXYII-
Ky Meya, OpBajiach HUTh, U TIOJIyMECs1] ToJieTeNl BHU3, — bpak-
KM MHOTO3HAYUTETLHO IOMOJTYAN M oTYeKaHu: — 1 mpobu ye-
per 4enoBeky, crosiBiiemy BHu3Yy! Korma emy oOyBb CHSUH, TO
U3 MSTKH KYCOK TOTyMecsIIia TOpYajl — HACKBO3b MPpoOwIIL. SIcHO,
KOHEYHO — C TAKOI-TO BBICOTBHI.

— Yeprosa xapa, — npomsmiana Kup, BbiTupast cyxoi J00.
KakuM-To 00pa3oM OH COBEpIIECHHO He BCroTel. — BoT korma
HeOeca CKAIATCS U TIOUIET TOXKb, Thl, BPIKKH, CIIpsIUbCs Kyza
BMECTE C OTIIOM U €ro 3HaKOMBIM, YTOO He MoKaJieunio. TonbKo
NIPEJCTaBb, C KAKOM BBICOTHI KaIllv NaJaloT.

— Kup, a 4TO THI AyMaeub 0 BeJMKaHe? — TOMHTEPECOBAIACH
Promcu.

— Jlionu moroBapuBaoT 0 Hekux Iapuresnsx, — Hayasl TOJ-
CTSIK, — BpOJIe KaK CIEeIMaJbHO pa30pachiBAIOIINX IIEHHOCTH,
Y100 MPUYUHUTH BPE/.

— U Tot, K10 MX BO3bMeET, MOrubHeT? — nepedus bpakku.



— He coBcem. Tor, KTO MX BO3BMET, HETIJIOXO TaK pa3dorareer.

— B yem xe Bpen?

— B ToMm, 4TO B3sBIIMIA ONpeie/ieHHO pa3doaTaeT O mogapke
cynpObl. M Ha TO MecTo, riie OH pa3maoObl CBOe A00pO, cOeryT-
Cs1 OCTaJIbHBIE. A YK MX HaBEpHSIKA KJET CMEPTh, KaK TOBOPSIT.
Bo3moxkHO, g cam Buzen 3ty gapel. [IyTtemecTBys, Mbl OCTaHaB-
JIMBAJIUCh Ha HOUYEBKY. CTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO: CHJIETh BO3JI€ COKPO-
BUIII, BUJIETh, KAK OHU MOOIECKUBAIOT TIPY CBETE JIYHBI, 1 HUYETrO
HE B3STb.

— Hy naems! He B3s1 HU4Ero ToJibKo MOTOMY, UTO TeOe Ha-
ruieny 0aek? — GprIpkHYT Bpakku. — Jla 1 BooOIIe, THI 5Ke TOBO-
PWJI, 4TO MIEPBOMY, KTO B3s1JI, HIUETO He Oy/erT.

— 41 Toxe cHavana He OYeHb-TO MOBEPUJI B 3TY. .. Oaiiky. Oco-
OEHHO [MIOHUMAas, YTO MOJO0OHBIE OorarcrBa ObLIM OBl MHE OYEHB
kcTatu. Bo3MOXHO, s1 Obl U PUCKHYJI, HE Oy/Ib B OTBETE 3a CECT-
PEHKY.

— Ho nouemMy Tbl cuuTaelib, 4TO 3TOT BEIUKAH U ecTh [Japu-
Tenb? — cnpocuia Promen.

— Torpaa Bo3Jie KocTpa MHE Ha MUT IOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO HaJl HAMU
BO3BBIIIAETCS OTPOMHOE CYIIECTBO M Mbl CTOMM JlarepeM B TEHU
€ro KPbUIbEB. DTO... BUJIEHUE JITMJIOCH JIMIIIb MUT, KOTJIa yaapu-
Ja MonHus. Ho g oT4eivBO yBHUIEN €ro ¥ 3alIOMHIJT Pa304apo-
BAHHOE JIUIIO, IOHUMAIOIIIEE, YTO Mbl HE BO3BMEM COKPOBHUIIIE.

OHuM Hayayu CIycKaTbesl ¢ ropbl. Boanu yxe BUaHeach pas-
pYILIEHHas IJIOIa/lb, BCSA B PyMHAX, M HABUCIIAS HAJl HEW OTPOM-
Hasl CKaJsIiascs nacrb.



— ITO HaBeplUIMe Meya, — YraJaB MbICJH CITYTHUIIbI, TOSICHUJT
Kup.

[lacTb, BBIKOBaHHAs C HEMOCTMKUMOM JIETAIU3AIMEN, CTIOBHO
napwia B HeOecax, HaOmogana. A Bce U3-3a TOrO, UTO Jie3BUE
Meua — I[BeTa ITyOOKOW HOUYM — He OTOpachIBaJIO CBeTa U Kasa-
JIOCh HEBUAVMBIM.

— HaBepHoe, ee cTo KoBajiel KOBajiM, — NPUKUHYJ Bpakkwy,
uMes B Buay Haeepiue. — Bugenu?! Bunemu?! Ynan kro-to! Bo
nypaku!

Yr0o-TO, KaxyIeecss MEJIKUM HAaCEKOMBIM, MOJIETENIO C pblYya-
IIEN MACTU BHUS.

— ['oBOpWUII K€, TONBKO 3ps KajleuaTcs.

CouHLe cBETUIIO BCE sIpUe, TyMaH o4ty paccestics. U renepb
PromMcH, cierka npuiiypuB Ija3a OT CJEMSINEro CBeTa, MOIJIa
pasmisAneTh Beirkana. OH ObUT BUJICH JIaXe OTCIONA — KKy~
Cs1 U3/14JT1 COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIYHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbIN MpUJIEr
Ha cnuHy. [Ipusier ¢ MeyoMm B rpyau. A HEBHUMATEIbHBIN 3pU-
TEJIb U3-3a TYMaHa U BOBCE MOT IIPUHSATH €r0 3a CKaJIbl.

— XKyTtkoe 3penuiie, — 630 BCAKOW HA TO HYXIbl 3aMETHII
bpakku.

Benukan nexan tam, rae, no-BuauMoMy, M ynai. [laxe c
TaKOrO paccTosiHUs PoMcH OCO3HaBasla, KaKOW OH MAacCCUBHBIM
Y KaK TSKKO NPUIIABUJI CBOE CTpaIllHOE Joke. Ero maibipl He
YCTyNaJu JUIMHON CTBOJIaM COCEH, a HOI'TH ObUIM BEIMYMHON CO
B3pocioro MyxuuHy. [maza Promcu 3acneswnuck, Oyaro cosep-
I[aHWE BeJIMKaHa Opocaio BBI30B 3peHM0. Ero Teno oKyThIBal



JKEJITO-30JI0TOM TyMaH, MOOJIECKUBAIOIINI UCKPaMH, KaK U3 KO-
crpa. Kazanock, 3T0 camu 3Be3/1bl Kpy:KaT B JUKOM TaHIIE, TOYHO
BpeHbIC JIeTH, cOexaBIlme u3-1moj nprucMorpa Marepu-JIyHsl.

Bce, uto pacckazbiBaniv Kup u Bpakku, okazanoch npaBioi.
TosbKO OHU HE CKa3aJli CaMOro IJIABHOTO — HACKOJIBbKO KpPacH-
BbIM BBITJISIJIE]T BEJIUKAH.

OH yHUUTOXUJ TpeTh AepeBHU. [IpuHEC TUIb rope U CMepTh.
Ho niepBoe, 0 yem nogymana PioMcu — 3T0 CyIecTBO SIBJISIIOCH
MIPEKPaCHEUIIIUM U3 CO3/IaHWH, BUICHHBIX €10 32 BCIO JKM3Hb. Ha
HeM He ObLJIO HH CJIeIOB KPOBU, HU ymmOoB. CTpaHHO, HO TIO
CPaBHEHMIO C MEPTBBIM BEJTMKAHOM BCE BOKPYT Ka3aJIOCh CEPhIM
U O0e3KM3HEHHBIM. JIWIIb OH BBIMISAAEN HACTOSIIMM, OJHMCTAIo-
i Kpackamu. Y HuKTO 3T0r0 OynTo He 3amevai. Kpome Hee.
Cepauie ProMcu HanonHUIa ropeys U rnevalib OT TOro, YTO TaKOe
MpeKpacHoe CyliecTBO MepTBO. Ero ussiHoe Tesno jexaio Ha
Pa3pyIIEHHbIX IOMaX, POCKOIIIHBIE KPbLIbsl TYHHOTO I[BETA MPO-
CTHPAJIUCh B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. PloMcH 3amMeTria, 4To OIHO KPbI-
JIO CJIOMAaHO.

Benukana, moMUMO COBEpILIEHHON KPacoThl M OTPOMHOTO
pa3mepa, HUYTO He OTJIMYAJI0 OT OOBIYHOTO MYKUMHBI. Bosockl
TUTaHTa CJIerKa KOJBIXaJIUCh — Ka3aJioch, JaKe BETEp XOTes Ha-
CJIQIUTHCSI TPUKOCHOBEHUEM K CTOJb MPEKPACHOMY CYIIIECTBY.

HeoxuganHo Mo ee 1ekam NoKaTUIUCh ciie3bl. PloMcu oxBa-
TWJIO CMYTHOE BOJIHEHHME, KOTJa OHA B3IMVISHYJA Ha JIMIO Tpe-
KpacHoro cozfanus. Cepjlle 3aKOJIOTUJIOCH OT HANpPsKEHUSI.
OHa 0CTOPOXKHO MIOKOCHJIACh Ha PeOsIT: 3aMETHIIN JIU OHH TO, UTO



yBuzena oHa? [loxoxe, HET.

“HaBepHoe, 3TO JuIb Urpa BOOOpaKEHHWS] M MHE TOKa3a-
Jock”, — pemmia oHa. [ToHumast, 4to Bpet cama cebe.

— To1 miaves? — ynusuics Kup, rmsns Ha Piomcu.

— Koneuno, ona riauet. Vv Thl He 3Haellb, CKOJIBKO Topsi 3Ta
TBapb MPUHECHA? — BCKPUKHYJI BpaKKu.

Kup ¢bipkHy, HO 6e3 37100b1. OH OlleHUBAIOIIE 3bIPKHYIT Ha
Promcu, a 3aTem B3MJISIHYJ HA BEJIMKaHA:

— Ioipem yxe.

ProMcu MoiTya IBUHYJIACh, OCIEAHUM Pa3 TOCMOTPEB HA 3TO
MpeKpacHoe cyecTBo. Ha ero Teso, Ha rojioBy, Ha TOYHO TaKue
K€ OTMETUHBI MO]1 I7Ia3aMU, KaK y Hee CaMOM.

2

Korna pedsita mpuOIM3uiInch K JepeBHe, BOHb CTajla HeBBIHO-
CHMOI1.

— Kakoro uepra onu tBOpAT? — yauswics Kup, umes B Buay
HECKOJIbKMX MYKUYMH, JIOMAIOUIMX CTEHY B JOME.

— Kak OyaTo He moHATHO, — oTo3Basicss bpakku. — YmMep KT0-
TO.

— IMpexcraBb cebe, He TIOHATHO, — OTPBI3HYJICA TONCTAK. — K
Yyemy Torja AOM JIOMarh?

— Yenosek ymep B 1oMe. OHM JIOMAIOT CTEHY, YTOO BBIHECTU
CKBO3b Hee MeprBela. [lotom npipy 3aaenawot. 1 eciim mepreen
BBUIE3ET U3 MOTWIIbI, TO HE CMOKET BEPHYThCSI B JOM, BE/Ib [IbI-



PbL, Uepe3 KOTOPYIO €ro BBIHECITH, YKe He Oy/IeT, — CIIOKOWHO I10-
sicHiia Promcun. B mamsaTi Beribuia 3aMypoOBaHHasi CTEHA B KOM-
HaTe, KOTOPYIO €l OTBEJIM B ceMbe BpakKu.

Kup suiib noxan rnieyamMu M HalpaBuiICs K pa3BajivHaM, Io-
BSI3bIBASI HA JIULIO TPSIIKY, HO €r0 OCTAaHOBWJI Bpakku:

— Huuero e 3a0bu1?

— Her, — mpomsammun Kup. — Hanesncs, Tel 3a0yeliisb.

— 3aueM UCIIBITHIBAT yAady, Korjaa Oyayiiee MOKHO y3HaTh? —
JIyKaBO YCMEXHYJICS Bpakku.

Kup B300XHYJI 1 MaxHYJ PyKOH.

— O ueM 3710 BBI? — ogaia roioc Piomcu.

— O mpopuaiax! O kKoM *ke ere? — Mpe3puTesibHO OypKHYJ
Kup. — Kak TbI 3aMeTHIIa, Halll BpaKK# sIpbIid TIOOUTENb Pa3HBIX
npeackasanui. He moHMmaro ToJbKO, IJIs1 YEero TpaTuTh BpPeMs,
eciu Oyyiiee MOCTOSIHHO Xopoiiee?

PioMcu He yaMBWIach: € M NpexJae MPUXOAWUIOCh BUJIETH
B MMa3ax bpakku MeutatenbHOE BBIpAKEHUE, UIIYILEE YEro-TO
BOJIINIEOHOTO W TIOTYCTOPOHHETO.

Bp3Kkku, HUYEro He OTBETUB, HAITPABUJICS K KPAaCUBOMY JIEpe-
BAHHOMY jaomy. Kup u PioMcu 1BUHYHCH cieoM.

3/1aHKUe — U3BECTHOE CPEIM MECTHOTO HaceJIeHUs1 Kak 30J10-
tor Jlom — Bo3Benu Bo mMs Cosznarens. Ero creHsl ykparaiu
BOCXHMTHUTEJIBHBIE Y30Pbl, M300pakaBIllie COTBOpeHue Mupa. Ha
HIMPOKOM KaMEHHOW TTUTE Mepes BXOAOM ObLT BbiceueH 30J10-
Toi ['opoj1 ¢ orpomMHO¥ GarrHe!, TocTaIel 0 COJHIIA.

PacckaspiBasid, 4TO COOpYXKEHUE CTPOUJIOCh Kak XxpaM. B



CyYacTIMBUMKY NIPUEXAIN KPELBI-ITPONOBEIHUKN U3 30JI0TOr0
I'opona n Havanmu crpoutesbeTBO. s CBuHOMAca — Torjaii-
HMI1 CTapOCTa — CIIOBHO HUYEro He 3aMeyall, BCSUecKu nu3oeras
BCTped ¢ nponoBegHukamu. Ho B MOMEHT, korjga npekpacHoe
3[JaH1e, HAKOHEIl, BO3BEJIHM, OH MOSIBUJICS M MOTPeOOBAT y TeX
yOpatbcsi, Tak Kak OHHM CTPOWJIM Oe3 ero pasperenus. sKpersl,
pazyMeeTcsi, HeroOBaJIv, HO BCE e yOpaJlich, He Keasi CIo-
PUTB C MOTYYHM KOJITyHOM.

W3HYTpY JOHOCHUJICA IIyM T'0JIOCOB, XOT$ paHblIIe 3/1aHKE BCe-
raa MycToBaio. 3070ToN oM MCIONBb30BaIA TOJIBKO BO BPEMS
MOJIHOTYHUA. TaM npATaInCs.

CueBire U CTOSIBIIME BO3JIE BXOAA JIIOIU TPOBOXAIN PEOAT
MOOOTBITHBIMY B3IVIsiIaMU. PIoMcH coBceM He XOTeJoch 3HaTh,
YTO Y HUX Ha yMe.

BHyTpu 6bU10 Temio u TecHo. Hecteprnumo BOHSJIO MOTOM U
mouoii. Hapon Ben ce0s, kak Ha 6a3zape, OyATO HUKTO He 3HaJ,
YTO [TPOUCXOIUT CHAPYKHU.

Koe-kT0 ¢ mobomsITcTBOM HocMarpuBai Ha Piomcu. [leBouka
BCer/a MPUTATUBAJIa K ceOe B3IIISIIbI, 9TO €€ JABHO He YMBJISIIO.
Ho no cux nop pasppaxaino. Hekoropsle, yBuaes Promcu, kpu-
BWJINCb, OTKPBITO MOKa3bIBasi cBOE npe3penue. OHa Aenana Buj,
YTO HE 3aMevaIa.

Bckope Bce moTepsui K Hell MHTepec, 3aHSBIIMCh COOCTBEH-
HbIMHU pOOJIEMaMu.

Takxke B TONNE OHA 3aMETWJIA HECKOJBKO JUITEHOB. YTO
HEYIMBUTEJIBHO — OIPOMHBIX OJHOITIA3bIX TBAPEW, MPEBBIIIAIO-



IIUX POCTOM B3POCJIOTO YeJIOBEKa OOJIbIIe YeM Ha TOJIOBY, TSIKe-
JIO HE 3aMETHUTb.

— Bor — npenckazarenu, — Bpakku ykasza Ha JIioJeu, pa3me-
CTUBILUXCS y CTEH.

PioMc1 HEOXOTHO OTOpBasia B3MJISAL OT AUITEHOB.

— Takoe BrieyamieHUe, 4YTO ITUX. .. TPEJICKa3aTesen C KakIbIM
JIHEM Bce OOoJIbIlie ¥ OO0JTbIIe, — TPOroBopril Kup ¢ HeloBOJIbHBIM
JIMLIOM U yiKe Tvie 106aBui: — O, Ternepb U TOT CMYIJIbINA 371€Ch,
Y OH, 3HAYUT, IIpeJcKa3aTesieM 3aenascs. A ellle Buepa 1o pas-
BAJIMHAM JIa3UI.

— Hy, Bujath, MEeHHO BUYEpa OH U 00pesI CBOM Jap, — Clierka
HEYBEPEHHO MPEATONoKUI Bpakku.

— Ara, WM pe3Ko MepexoTell JIA3UTh MOCJIe TOro, Kak yBUJEI,
YTO CTAJIO C €r0 TOBAPUIIEM, — TOPbKO ycMexHyJics Kup.

PiomMcu okuHYJa B3MJISIIOM «IpOBUIEB». KoMmnanus okasa-
Jlach caMasi pa3HOLIEpCTHAsA: CTAPUKU, KaJleKH, cienble. .. Ckia-
JBIBAIOCH BIIEUATJIEHHE, YTO BCE, KTO HE MOT WJIM HE XOTeN pado-
TaTh, YyJCCHEUITMM 00pa30M CTAHOBWJIMCH TIPE/ICKa3aTesIsSIMHU.

— A Heponro, — nporoBopu bpakku, orBoas ot Kupa B3rsg,
Y CKpPBUICS B TOJIIE.

— 3adyem oH cBoe 100po Tparut? CTapyxa BEYHO TBEPAUT EMY
ofHO U TO *ke: “Bce Oynmer Xopolro, a ecid ¥ He MoBe3eT, TO B
KUBBIX TOYHO OCTaHellbcs . mm 4To-TO B 3TOM poje, — Impo-
msamui Kup.

— OHU He 1apoMm. .. IpeAcKa3plBalOT? — cripocuia Promcen.

— Boo6mme-to napom, — Kup mouecan 3aThijiok, — HO HaMeKa-



10T, YTO HETIOXO Obl Yero-TO MOITYYUTb.

Bnpyr Piomcu modyBcTBOBaa Ha ceOe Yei-TO MpUCTAIbHBIN
B3I U ocTonnOeHena. TOT caMblil HE3HAKOMeIl, KOTOPOro OHa
BUJIEJIa YEPe3 OKHO, KOT/Ia OTell MbITAJICS €€ OTPABUTb.

WX B3MIIBI BCTPETMIIUCH, U 00a 3aCTBUIH, CIIOBHO KasKIbIA
HaIlIeNl TOro, KOro Tak J0Jro Mckai. Piomcn moiimana cebs Ha
MBICJI, YTO UM HYXKHO IOTOBOPUTh. I, CIIOBHO 3a4apoBaHHas,
noOpesa K Hemy.

[MepBoe, uTO OpPOCKIIOCH €W B IJ1a3a — IIMHHBIE CBETIO-KE-
ThIe BOJIOCHI 1 OJle/IHAsT KO, BCSI B UEPHBIX MPOKIITKAX.

PioMcr HEBONBHO B3ApPOTHYNA: y OJMOHAMHA OTCYTCTBOBAJIM
o0e Horu U pyka. Horu Obutn oTpyOsieHsl 10 cepeuHbl Oenep,
pyKa — A0 JOKTsA. Y XOTb JIOXMOTbS1, KOTOPbIE OH HOCWJT, TPUK PbI-
BaJIM €I0 YBeYbs, PIoMCH TOYEMY-TO HE COMHEBAIACh: KOHEUHO-
CTEN OH JIMIIIWJICS HEJABHO.

BioHauH ciyman aeaymky, HHOrAa MHOTO3HAYMTEIBHO KU-
Basi, XOTs y PloMcu ClI0kUI0Ch BIieYaT/ieHUe, YTO BCe BHUMAaHUE
KaJIEKM IPUKOBAHO K Heu. [IeBouka 1mocrosia COBCEM HEJOMrO,
HO el Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA YK€ 3HaJla BCe O HeOJIarolapHbIX poj-
CTBEHHMKAX Jiefla, ero OOJsTYKax U 0 TOM, YTO PaHblle KUIOCh
HaMHOTO JIyyllIe.

Korna nen ymen, Promen nokocunack B ctopony bpakku. Tor
BCe ellle OeceoBal — 3HAYMT, BpeMsl ecTh. PloMcH He 3Hana, Kak
HauyaTh pa3roBOp, HO, K CYACTbIO, KaJIeKa 3arOBOPUJI IEPBBIM.

— Urak, Tebe HyXHO TIpeJcKa3aHue? — CIIPOCHIT BKPaTIMBBIM
¥ XOJIOZIHBIM TOJIOCOM OJIOHIIMH, CMOTPsI Ha Promcy Takum B3ro1s-



JIOM, CJIOBHO XOTEJI y3HaTh BCE, YTO HAXOJWJIOCh Y HEE B IOJIOBE.

— Tl — npeackazarens? 4 qymaia, mpeackasarenu JTOJKHbBI
pasroBapuBaTh OOJee. .. M-M. .. JUBHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— A sa3pik-TOo moaBemieH. Ilonmaralo, cuurtaenb cedst ymHee
MHOTHUX, — OH KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS, OOHAKMB CJIMIITKOM XOPOIIIHe
1ist Oponsiru 3yObl. — UTo X, a camMa-To Kak JyMaelib?

Buumanve Piomcu npuBiiek €ro KyJOH, BUCEBIIMI Ha IIee.
[IpekpacHplil THTapb, MOXOXKUI HA OIPOMHYIO 3aCTBIBIILYIO CJle-
3y. BHyTpu Haxonucs cepblil MHOTOIPaHHBIN KaMEHb, U3 KOTO-
POro CJIOBHO BBITEKaJT OBl 1 YepHBI AbiM. VT ke Hao60poT
— JIbIM BITUTBHIBAJICSI BHYTPb MHOTOT'PAaHHUKA, OT Y€ro KaMeHb U
CTaHOBWJICS cepbiM. ToKOM He pa3o0parh. OT KOXaHOTO IITHYP-
Ka, Ha KOTOPOM BHUCEJIO YKpallleHHe, Koka OJIOHIMHA TTOKpacHe-
Jia, TOYHO OT COJTHEYHOTO OXKOTa.

— Jlymaro, 4TO HUKaKOW Thl HE TIPe/ICKa3aTesb, — HAKOHEI] OT-
Betuia Promen.

— IToyemy ke TOT CTapHK pemuit odpaTHoe?

— [Notomy 4TO THI... y TeOs... — PloMcu 3amHynach.

ByioHIMH 3aKOHYMIT BMECTO HEe:

— Ilotromy uTo 51 Kaseka?

Promcu HeyBepeHHO KuBHYyJ1a. Ha MrHOBeHMe el cTajio Kajb
ero. Xotst Obl IOTOMY, YTO OH OKa3aJICSl MOJIOZILIM U JIOBOJIBHO
KPACHBbIM.

— Crapuk cmyTajn MeHsl C OCTaJIbHBIMM YOOTUMHM M HEMOIII-
HBIMH, — 100aBWJI OJIOH/IMH, U HA €ro JIMile TPOMEJIbKHYJIA TeHb
yibIOKU. — Besib Bee 371e1Hre POBUIIB UMEHHO TaKue — KaJl-



KUe.

Tenepp ero yxmplika craia 3ameTHa Jjydiie. OH Moxoaui Ha
3M€I0, TOTOBYIO YKYCHUTb.

— A moueMy Tak? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OJOH/IVH.

— Cynp0a OTHs1J1a O/IHO, TAPOBAB JIPYToe, — MOTOBOPKOW OTBE-
tiuia Promcn. — Ho 910 He 3HaumMT, UTO BCE. .. HEMOIIHBIE Biajie-
10T JapOM.

— K coxanenuto nnm k cuacteio. Ho mouemy Obl He TOABITpaTh
DIyMam, NoAjaep:kuBas ux 3a0myxaenus? Kak eme tTakum, Kak
OHU — yOOTUM, — BBIKUTH B TOM MHpe?

— Ho 310 He oT™MeHseT ux Joku!

— JIxu? Pa3se qHem Obl y HUX TIOTYYHJIOCh BpaTh? — €ro ak-
KypaTHbIE YepThl JIMLIA UCKA3WIUCh B XUTPOM ockajie. — K tomy
K€ YTO B 3TOM ILIOXOI0?

PioMcu HaxmMypuiach U CIOBO B CJIOBO MOBTOPUJIA peyb CTa-
POCTBHI:

— Cnagkoe npejcka3zaHue — HauXyIIIWid BUJ JKU, TIOCKOJIbKY
yTelaeT JIOJAEH HaIek 101 Ha JIy4dIllee, KOTOPOro He CYIECTBYET.

Kaneka mocmoTpes Ha Hee ¢ JTI0OOTBITCTBOM:

— Kakue ynmuBuTebHbIC CIIOBA 7151 peOeHKa.

— ¢1 He pebeHOK ! — Bo3amyTHIIach PromcH.

bionaun QeIpkHYT:

— CyacTIMBYMKU — a Bedb ACHCTBUTEJILHO IMOAXOsIIee Ha-
3BaHMe. [laxe ceiiuac royiofl He CUJIbHO Bac 3aTPOHYJI. A paHbiiie,
MOKaJTy#, ¥ BOBCE KaK B CKa3Ke kWid. BOH CKOJIbKO jieTell BO-
Kpyr. A 3Haelp, Kak KWiock apyrum? Jloau Bcerna Kuiv Ha-



JexA0M Ha ypoxaid. M eciirt MOpo3bl yIapsaT 4yTh paHbllie, WK
COJIHBIIIKO TPUrpeeT OOJbIlle, YeM HYXKHO — Bce Tporaio. Ta-
Kas BOT TOHKasl TpaHb BbIKMBaHUs. ['0J10/1 UM 1aBHO HE B HOBUH-
Ky. ToNbKO Haziexk1a AaeT CUJIbl, Korjga ux yxe HeT. CUiIbl KUTh
nanbine. Jlionu He cTaHyT rpaOuTh U OECYMHCTBOBATH, KOT/IA €CTh
YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO BCE HANAIUTCSI.

[octu s1 B oHOM iepeBHe, T/ie BeAyH UMeJICsl — HACTOSIIIUT.
W npaBay oH TOXke MOBEAAN HACTOSAILYIO, O TPAAYILIEM TOJIOAE.
Kak cumTaelnp, MOMOIJIO 3TO. .. 3HaHUE?

PromMmcu noxaia riedamu.

— B cembsix pe3ko ctanio He OoJbliie ABYX JIETei, OT OCTallb-
HBIX M30aBJISUIUCh — BCE PAaBHO HE MPOKOpMUTh. HOBOpoOXkIeH-
HBIX NMPUHOCWIIN B KEPTBY BCAUECKUM OOram; Tex, KTO MocTap-
11e, MPOZIABATM B PaOCTBO — YTOO HE CIIBIIIATh UX BOIUIH. — OH
MPUCTAJIBHO TIOCMOTpeN Ha Hee. — Kak mo mMHe, Tak Jiydile yx
B€pa BO YTO-TO WUTIO30PHOE, YEM TaKas MpaBja.

— Ho ntonu moryTt noru6HyTh! — Bo3pasuia Piomcu.

— Ckopee Bcero, — KiBHYJ OioHAnH. — Ho OHM OBI ¥ Tak 1o-
rubimu. Bee ke mpoBUALIBL JefaoT 100poe /1e10, caMu TOro He
OCO3HaBasl.

Piomcu BorpocutesibHO MoAHsia OpoBu:

— Kakum o6pazom?

Kaneka He criemms ¢ OTBETOM, MBITASICh YTO-TO JOCTAaTh U3
KapMaHa CBOEW €IMHCTBEHHOU PYKOM, HO 3TO €My IJI0XO y/JaBa-
Jock. ProMcH 3aMeTniia KOIblio Ha €ro MU3MHIIE. A elle B3I
JI€BOYKH TIPUBJIEKJIA €r0 COPOYKa, CIIPSITAHHAS IO/ TPS3HOM Ha-



kuakoil. Copoyka, KOHEYHO, TaK)kKe He MEPBOM CBEKECTH, HO
Promcu yxe Buena nogodHoe onesiHre. Korma-to moxoxei xBa-
ctaiicss CBUHOIAC, TOBOPSI, UTO OHA 5KYTKO JA0pOrasi U peKasi.

BronavH HakoHell 1ocTa HeOObIyI0 OYThIJIOUKY U, BHIHYB
3ybamu mpoOKy, cies1all IIIOTOK.

— K coxaneHuio uim K c4acTblo, KOTjia ymaj. .. BEJIUKaH — Bbl
BeJIb TAK €ro Ha3biBaeTe? — MOruoJI0 MHOKECTBO JIOJCH, — MPO-
rOBOPUJI OH. — Jlaxe MOJIOyMHBII HE CTAaHET OTPULIATh, YTO CIIy-
yuBIIeecs: — crpamniHas 6eaa. Ho cedtuac ronon. M eciim Ob1 He
3TO, Bce OBl IePEerphi3iv IJIOTKH JIPYT APYTY 32 KPOXH bl WIN
TOro, YTO MOXHO OOMeHSITh Ha eay. Ho Terneps Bce pHIIIYT 1O
STUM. .. MOTWJIaM, JIIOJM HAIILIA ceOe 3aHsITHe.

— Ho MbI roBopuin o nipoBuiax. Kakoe or ux BpaHbs Ona-
ro? — cnpocuia Promcen.

— Kak s yxxe ckazasi, oHM JapAT Hajaexay. Ponutesns He B cu-
JIax BUJIETh, KaK TMOHYT OT rojiofja ero IeTH, MOWAET Ha YTO Yrof-
HO paay ux criacenus. [Towaer 6e3 ctpaxa. Ecim He cnenarh 3To-
0, OHHM BCE PaBHO MOTUOHYT, TaK, MOXeT, pUcKHYTh? [IpencraBb
BEJIMKOE MHOXXECTBO TAKUX MaTepel U OTIIOB, KOTOPbIM Heue-
ro TepaTh. Ho y3HaB 0 TOM, 4TO BCe 00OMAETCS, OHU HUYETO He
CTaHyT MpeIpUHMMATh, a KOIAa CTaHET yXke MO3AHO — MOTya
ympyT. He npuunHUB Bpeaa ApyrumM. be3bIcXOIHOCTh — UCTOY-
HUK BO3MYILIEHUI U TIPECTYIIJICHUI, HA/Iek/1a JKe OXJIAKJaeT TH
MBICJIH.

Ectb Takas nruua, KI0BOM JOCTAET Pa3HbIX BpeAUTENel U3
nepea. IITuiia, HECOMHEHHO, AeNaeT 3TO pajud MOXKUBBI, U Ha



JIepeBo el 1ieBaTh. TeM He MeHee OHa MPUHOCUT EMY TOJIb3Y.

— He nymaio, 4To nTUIBl YMEIOT IJIEBaTh, — Chsi3BIIIA PiomMcu.

— IIpoBuLIbL YK TOYHO YMEIOT. A OHM, KaK 3Ta MTUIA, XOTAT
Ha)KMBbI, HO TaKJKe JIEJIAIOT U XOpollee JIeNO.

— To1 3ammInaens uX NOTOMy, 4TO CaM OJUH U3 HUX! — cka3a-
na Promcu ¢ BeI3oBOM. — 4 3TO MOTry cKa3ath 1 6e3 Aapa K npe/i-
BUJIEHUIO!

— 41 pa3Be roBopuI, YTO OJUH U3 HUX !

— Torga 4ro T TYT Ienaems?

— Hckan te0s.

Promcu oremnmia, eiBa BblJIaBHB:

— 3-3auem?

— Tbl MHe HyXHa IJis1 OOHOrO Jena. $I paccuuThIBal HAWTH
XOTh KaKHe-TO CBeJeHusI 0 TeOe, HO Thl cama MeHs Hanuia. [1oii-
0em co MHOII.

Ero nocnenxue cioBa OTJaMch T'YJIOM B yillax, Mepej riasa-
MM BC€ MOIUIBLIO.

— Hukyna 51 ¢ To60it He moiay, — Opociia PioMcn, TpsaxHyB
r'OJIOBOIA.

Kaneka Haxmypuiics, siBHO 4eM-TO YIuBJIeHHbIN. Ero B3misij
CTaJl MOJIOH JII0OOIIBITCTBA.

— Totioem co mHoIl, — MEIJIEHHO IOBTOPWJI OH, HE CBOJISI C HEe
ria3. Ero uaMeHuBIIMIACS rojioc HAMOMUHA FTOBOP MHOCTPAHIIA
WA CKOpee CyMOYPHBIH JIeNeT MbSHYYTH.

— 41 ckazasa, 4TO HHMKYJA C TOOOW He MOy, — PEIIUTELHO
3asBriia Promcu. — 3auem MHe BoOOIIIE Ky/1a-ToO ¢ TOOOUM UaTH?



BronvH Ope3rBo CKpUBUJI I'yOBI, CJIOBHO CaMO OOIIEHHUE ¢
HEW CTajJl0 €My HENPUATHBIM. A 3aTeM pacCcMeslICs, U OT 3ByKa
ero cmexa Piomcu crano coBcem HeBecelo.

— CKOJIBKO 371€Ch JIIOAEW, — OH OKMHYJI B3[JISIIOM TOJIY. —
[TpocTtaku ¢ uX MPOCTHIMU MOTPEOHOCTAMU. S M ake 3aBUIYIO,
M0-CBOEMY.

— Yr0 ke TeOe MeIIaeT ObITh MOMpOIIe? — ONeTHHUIACh PioM-
CH.

—Yro Obl TOT/Ia CKa3al peOEHOK, KOTOPBIM s OBLIT, O B3POCIIOM,
KaKWM I CTaJ? — IPOTrOBOPIII OJIOHIUH, O YEM-TO Pa3MBbIIILISA.

PiomMcu He Hamuia, 4To OTBETUTb.

— 3ps He xoyelb co MHOU. [1o MeHbIIIel Mepe, Tam Kyaa Oe3-
oracHee, — CKa3aJl OH, BCE elle MOrPYKEHHbII B CBOU MbICIIH. —
K Tomy ke 51 0TBe4y Ha HEKOTOPbIE BOIIPOCHI.

— DTO Kakue Takue BOIPOCHI?

— Tebe myurie 3HaTh, — Ha €O JIMIIE MMOSIBIJIACH CAMOYBEPEH-
Has yxMmblika, — Kpacoryipka Prommepu.

Piomcu B3npornyia:

— Otkypa Th17..

— MBI TaK cJ1aBHO MOOOIIATUCH, YTO MOMEHT Hallleil BCTpe4u
MO’HO B 4ail BMECTO Mejia Ki1acTb. [lepeymaeliib, CIyduTcst 4To
IUIOXO0€, — JIEHUBO OPOCHJT OH, — MTPUXOAU K CKaJjie, HATOMIHAIO-
1Iel 1Ba pora, B J1000e Bpemsl.

Piomcu 3Hana 310 MecTo.

Kayneka MaxHysl eqUHCTBEHHOW PYKOH, KOJIBIIO OJIECHYJIO HA
Xy/IOILIABOM MaJIbLIE.



W3-3a CIIUHBI AEBOYKYU TMOSBWICS Ty4YHbIM toHOma. OH mof-
XBaTWI OJIOH/IMHA U YHEC.

Piomcn noponna k Kupy, kak pa3 BepHyJica bpakku.

Bnasu rnokasacst nbsiHbIf CTApUK U Havasl OpaTh BO BECh Io-
JI0C:

— 3710 yke unaet kK Ham u3 Beunoro Jleca. { Bugen con, Bca-
HUK — BECh B YEPHOM M Ha YEPHOM KOHE — MPUOSMKAeTCa U
CMEpTh HeceT.

— OnATh cTapriK HAOpaJICs B TAKYIO paHb, — YABIOHYJICS Bpak-
Ku. — PloMcH, 4To cKaszall TOT MpOBHJEI, K KOTOPOMY Thl XOIH-
7a? — CIIPOCHJT OH C XKaJHBIM UHTEPECOM.

— MyTb Kaky-To, — OTBeTH/Ia PromMcH, He keJasi HuJero pac-
CKa3bIBaTh.

— Tlornmaro, MpOBUIMIIA TOXKE HE OTBETWIA, KIET JTU MEHS
y/aua, 3aTo CKasaja, YTO CEerofiHsi CO MHOW HUYETro IJIOXOTO He
CIy4uTCs, — noxBacrayicsi bpakku. — MoxeT, ¥ He COBCeM To,
YTO 51 XOTeJI yCIIBIIIATh, HO HEyPHO, BIOJIHE HEAYPHO.

— MeHs 3T0 HUUYTh He yauBiseT, — mpoOypyas Kup. — Tem
6onee oHa MoaTBepawIa Mpejackaszanue Beunoro Jlucra. Teneps
OCTaJIOCh PEIInTh, K KOMY TEPBOMY MITH BO3MYIIAThCS, €CIHU
YTO CJIyYMTCS: K TOJIOYMHOM CTapyXe WM K THHUIOIEMY JIUCTY?
Ho He B3ymaii Ha ce0st 31TUThCSI — COOCTBEHHAS TITYTIOCTh PEIKO
ObIBaeT JOCTOMHA HErOJJOBAHMSI.
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Piomcu, Bpakku u Kup nokunymu 3omnoton Jowm.

Kup omisiHyscs u cMavHO IUTIOHYJI B CTOPOHY 3[aHUS.

CouHIIE TOJIBKO HEJABHO MOJHSIOCh, HO BO3/IyX BO3JIE pa3Ba-
JIUH yKe APOKasl OT jKapbl. A TOHOCSIIUICS OTTYy[a 3amax rpo-
3WJ1 BBIBEPHYTh JKEJTYIOK.

Bpaim noka3zasiach KOMIAHMS W3 LIECTH YEJOBEK, MAylIas
NPSIMUKOM Ha peOsT.

— 30CHK, — CJIOBHO BBITUTIOHY/T BpaKKHu.

Kommanng nononuia. Y oJHOro U3 HUX Ha MOSICE BUCET MEY.
Hacrosmuii, B HOXKHaX.

Branenen meya ¢ BBICOKOMEPHBIM M 3aHOCUMBBIM BUJIOM I11ar-
HYyJ1 BIEpel, MOOYEPEHO PA3MIAAbIBasi KaXkJA0ro WM KpPUBS B
yJIBIOKE BEPXHIOK I'yOy, HaJl KOTOPOU BUIHENICS CBETIIBIN ITYIIIOK.

— Ilarnu, 310 e Hail my3athiil ary;ok Kur. Bugats, xororio
€MY JKUTbh-TO — U CaM )KUTHEET, U IIalKa €ro racret, — MporoBo-
W1 OH, TIPOTSTUBAS PYKY.

Kup, sIBHO HalpsKeHHbIN, HO HE MCIYTaHHbIN, MOTYa OTHa
€My HeOOJIBIIION METIOYeK.

TOT AOBOJILHO XUXUKHYJI.

— Crasio ObITh, 4O 3aBTra, — MOMPOITAJICA MEYHUK, PHUIIIEIK-
HYB SI3bIKOM U B3BEIIMBasI MOJAYKY.

— Vry, — 6e3:KU3HEHHBIM TOJI0OCOM OTO3BaJIcsi Kup.

OpuH U3 npudTener MeYHrMKa NOAMUIHYJ PioMcu, HO, pas3-



IJISIAEB €€ JIULIO, MOMOPILIUIICS U CIUTIOHYJL.

[lonyumB cBoe, ManKa yJaaniach.

— Yp-p-pon, — npotsiHya Bpakku, cierka BeIIpsSIMUBIIKCH 110~
CJle MX yXOJa, — CErO/IHS Thl EMY JIETKO OTJAJI.

— Pemnn He mpoBoLMpoBaTk, — ¢ Jocaaoi ckazan Kup. — 3o0-
CHK TOJIBKO U K/IET, Ha KOM ObI copBaThcsl. Buepa omHoro us ero
JPYKKOB 3aKOJIOJH.

— Huuero cebe, — packpsut pot Bpakku. — To-1o ux cerogHs
niectepo. Bugare, He Ha TeX HapBaJIUCh.

— Ja Het, oObruHbIl AsiibKa. OnuH K TOMY ke. He xoten ot-
JlaBaThb NOCJIEAHEE.

— Ortkyna y storo 3ocuka Meu? He oyeHb-TO OH Ha BOMHA
MIOXO03K, — MMOUHTepecoBaiach Pomcu.

— Hamrenn, — 6pe3rmiBo oTBeTHIT BpaKKH, U B TOJIOCE €ro yra-
JbIBAJIACh 3aBUCTh. — OH paHbIIle, KaK U Mbl, PbICKAJ MO pa3Ba-
JMHAM. 3a Takoe Opy;Kue MOT Obl MOJTYyYUTh Ky4y BCEro.

— Ho on pemmn ocraButh ero cede, — nodasun Kup. — U te-
Nepb, UMES ME4, OH U TaK CMOJKET IMOJTy4HuTh. .. Kyuy Bcero. [1o-
CBOEMY YMHO.

— Jlyumie Kycoyek OT Kycouka, 4YeM B YIOJIOUKE IO KyCou-
KaM, — TOrOBOPKOM 0T03BasIcst bpakku. — OTen roBOpUT, UTO Ma-
JIO UIMETh M€Y, HY’KHO YMETb MM IOJIb30BAThCS, — BAXHO 3aMe-
THJI OH.

— Y70 %€ Thl BEYHO CTOMIIIb NIEpe/l HUM Kak BKonaHHbli? T1o-
Bepb, OH TeOs 3apyouT U 6e3 yMEeHUI, — HACMEIUIMBO CKa3all
Kup.



DpaKKk# He Hailesn, 9YTo OTBETUTh TOJICTSKY, W JIAIIh OPOCHIT
Ha HEroO PacCepKEHHbIN B3IV,

Pe06siTa moBsizanu Ha JiMila MOKpbIE TPSTIKY U JBUHYJIUCH BIle-
pen.

XoTsl A0KAb HE Majai yxke AaBHO, BOKPYI CTOSUIM JIyKH
HEECTECTBEHHOTO SIPKO-3€eJIeHOro 1BeTa. Kazanock, BO3ayx 3ary-
CTeJ OT 3JIOBOHMM M TPEBOXKHBIX MbIcier. HeBbIHOCUMO Heco
TYXJIBIM CMPaJIOM THUJIOTO Msica. BOKpYr pOMJIUCH THICSYU MYX.

— @y Tb1! — HOMOpIIUIC Bpakku.

[IpssMO moj, HOramMu BaJIsUTMCh MEPTBELIbI, UX TEJA IIEBEH-
JIUCh OT MOJTYMI YepBer. PloMcu efiBa He BHIBEPHYJIO.

— TBapu! — BeIpyrasiacb OHa, BC€ k€ PEUIMBIINACH PACCMOTPETh
HECKOJIBKO TeJ.

CyacTIMBUMKY OBUTH 3aBUIHOW JIEPEBHEH, OTYEro W 3aciy-
KWK Takoe HazBaHue. Ho xwu3Hb Bo3ie Beunoro Jleca — 310
Bcerna 6opr0a 3a cyiiecTBoBaHue. Takoe cOoceiCcTBO AaBajioch
Henerko. 1 monn Hepenko norudanu. Crapocrta npuaymMan “ro-
aymecsiin”. Kask il ’KuTesb IepeBHU HOCKIT Ha T11ee cepeOpSTHbIMA
MeJIaJIbOH, n300paxkatormii hopMy aepeBHu. Harmemmmii mept-
BOE TeJI0 MOKeT 3a0path cede cepeOpsaHbII oIyMecsI], HO OyaeT
00s13aH JTMOO OTHECTH TEJIO K POIHBIM, B JEPEBHIO, JIMOO MOXO-
POHUTBH HECUYACTHOIO.

MepTBelibl, THUBIIIHE IOl OTKPHITHIM HEOOM, ObLTH Oe3 Mejia-
JIbOHOB.

bponueiive psaom moau, yBuaes usymieHue Promcu, Toxe
yCTaBWINCh Ha Tpymnbl. Ho, He Hanas TaMm HUYEro, JOCTOMHOIO



BHUMaHWUs, TENePb yKe C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM ISUTUJIMCh HA caMy Jie-
BOUKY.

Heoxuaanno PioMcu 3aMeTnia 3aBajleHHbIN KAMHSIMU KYCOK
xJieba. HecMOTpst Ha sSIBHYI0 4epCTBOCTh U 11BEJb, €/1a BBIIJIsIIe-
Jla 3aMaH4MBO, CJIOBHO rpeX. [leBouka mofHsia xjeod, mporep-
Jla PYKOU U, CHAIB IIOBSA3KY, yK€ HAMEPEBAJIACh KaJHO BIMUTHCSA
B JKEJIAHHYIO IHILY, KaK BJIPYT €d B JIMLIO BJeTeNa najka. yaap
4yTb HE BHIOWJ U3 Hee co3HaHMe. [ 71a3a HaoTHUIIKNCh Clie3aMH,
a KPOBb XJIBIHYJIA PYYbEM.

— Yro TH TBOpHLIBL?! — peub AEBOYKM CTajla HEBHATHOM, OHA
C TPYZIOM JblIlIajIA.

— Hypa tynas! — psasknyn Kup, nonxons k Heid. — Ene ycnen.

PiomMcu cornynach, aepxach 3a JIMIO.

— [Ipoctn, s He xoten... He 6b110 BIOOpA.

ToncTsak HENMOBKO MPUKOCHYJICSA K HEH, OYITO 3TO MOIJIO 3a-
IJIQJIUTh €To MOCTYIOK. PromMcu pe3ko yOpana ero pyky.

— Ena cimmkom 1onro mposesxaia cpeau TpynoB. Teneps oHa
TOXE HECET CMEPTh, — Kup yMOJIK, CITIOTHYJI ¥ ITPOIOJIKAT yKE
IIPUBBIYHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Cnymaii, o Tebe Beap ayman. Yept nogepu! Eciu Ob1 MHE
OBbLIO TUIEBATh, 51 Obl MO3BOJIMJ TeOe COXKpaTh XOTh BCIO €y, C
Tpylnamu B Iipujady!

Promcu 4yBCTBOBasa, 4TO OH TOBOpUII ITpasy. la v He Mor OH
coBparb. CnoBa Kupa Obutu eii npusTHBI, HO OHA MBITAJIACh HE
noKa3aThb 3Toro. TONCTSK CTSAHYII C JIMLIA MOBSI3KY U MPOTSIHYI EH.

— Ha BOT, BBITpU KPOBb.



Piomcu He cTrana MpOTUBUTLCS U MPHUHSIIA TKaHb, KOCHYJIACh
SI3BIKOM JIeCeH U OOJIErYeHHO B3JOXHY/IA — 3yObl Ha Mecte. He
XBaTaso €l ¢ TAKUM-TO JIULIOM elie U 0e33y00il XOIUTb.

— Promcu, y 1ebs kpoBb! UTo ciyumnoch? — MOSIBUBIIUCH,
npokpuyan bpakku.

— ... — Hayan Kup, misins cebe non Hory.

Ho Promcu He nana eMy 1OroBOpHUTS.

— Cama BMHOBAaTa — He 3HAIO ellle, YTO K YeMy, — YKIIOHYMBO
OTBETWJIA OHA, OONM3bIBAsT PA3OUTYIO TYOy.

— Hy, naBaii ocropoxHee, — B310xHy1 Bpakku, Bugumo, pe-
IIMB, YTO OHA Cama yAapUIach.

Piomcu 3actaBuiia cebst OTBETUTD C YJIbIOKOIA:

— O0s13aTenbHO.

Koraa onu oronumu, PoMcu yciblmana 4yoBAITHO MEP3KUANA
Y BJIQKHBIA 3ByK. OTJISIHYBIINMCH, OHA YBUJIENA, YTO HA MEPTBe-
1IOB HAKMHYJIUCh HECKOJIBKO CO0aK, OYKBaJIbHO Pa3phiBasi TPYIIbI,
OTYero TeJa 3aruisicaiy, HeJlero MojipaKasi )KUBBIM.

Jlanpiiie 3pesuilie BHIMISIEN0 HEMHOTUM JIydllle: 9Ta 4acTh
CyacTIMBYMKOB elie OoJibllle HaloOMUHAA Kjaaouiie. PyuHb
NIpUAaBaJIM AEPEBHE CEPO-3e/IEHbIN IIBET C PeAKUMHU MTPOKUIIKA-
MU JIepeBbEB, YEepHEOIMX Ha (oHe pa3BaiuH. VX JuiieHHbIe
JINCThEB BETBU MOXOIWIN HA MPOCTEPThie K HeOy PyKU MepTBe-
1OB.

MpauHble, 3aKyTaHHbIE B TPSIbE JIIOAW OpOAUIIN CpPeu py-
VH, MHOT/Ia TIOIJISI/IBIBAst HA peOsAT C paBHOM JI0Jiel HeJJOBEpUs U
Bpak/1IeOHOCTH. BOJBIIIMHCTBO ke CIOHSIIOCH C TAKAM OTPEIIeH-



HBIM BHUJIOM, Oy/ITO XM3HU B HAX OCTaBAJIOCh He OOJbIIe, YeM B
TeX, KTO MorpedeH 3aK1Bo.

— W ™Mbl Tyna otmipasisiemcsi? — yxxacHynach Piomcnu.

— A Be/lb ThI TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Hauajla MHE HPaBUTbCS, — CKa3aJl
Kup. — C T060#1 CTONBKO BCEro CIYYMJIOCh, HO Thl HA pa3y He
3aHbLIA.

Piomcu Moria moKJIsICTbCs, 4YTO 3aMETHJIA TEHb YJILIOKU Ha €ro
JmILe.

— Jla, MEHs TOXE 3TO HE pagyeT, — NpOroBopui bpakku, He
oOparas Buumanus Ha Kupa. — Ho mpezcraBb, 4to nepen Hamu
03€pO U3... UCIIPAKHEHUU.

— ITO HENErKo MPeCTaBUTh, — ycMexHysnach Promcu. — Takoro
Be/lb HE CYIIIECTBYET.

— Tsl mpocTO HE BHIENA, YTO OCTABIISET MOCHE CeOsl BOWCKO,
NOKHJJasi MECTO CTOSIHKM, — OypkHYJ1 Kup.

— Tak BOT, MpeAcTaBb 03epO HCIPaKHEHUW, KOTOPOE Ham
HYKHO TIeperTH, MO0 Ha IPYroi CTOpOHE JIydIas KU3Hb, — IPO-
nomkun Bpakku. — Mg nocepeause, Tol Oyznenib OpecTd 1o
1Iel0, HO Nepeiielb ero 3a JeHb. MOoXHO UITH MO KOJIEHO, HO
npUaeTcs WATA Henemo. 1 BOT cuuTaio, 4YTo JIydlle MEepPeuTH
owicTpee. [1o 1m1eto 1K 1o KOJIEHO — BCEe paBHO B UCITPAKHEHUSX.

['maza bpakk# JIyKaBO Cy3WIUCh, MOJ] TTOBS3KOM YIraJplBAJIACH
y/IbIOKa. PioMcH yieIOHyIach B OTBET — XOPOIIIO CKa3aHo.

— CKJ1aJHO rOBOpUIIb, Y€PT BO3bMHU, — cka3an Kup. — Tosb-
KO He 03epo ucnpaxHeHuii. HaspiBaii Belyu CBOMMU IMEHAMM —
03€po AepbMa.



Berep nevasnbHO 3aBbIBaJl Y pa3pyLIEHHBIX CTE€H W, CyAs IO
TOMY, KaK JIIOY MOPIIMAJINCH U TPATAJIM JIMLA, IPUATHEE HE CTaJl.

3a yto Promcu Oblita GnarogapHa Kupy, Tak 310 3a TO, 4TO OH
130aBUJI €€ OT Cero Mep3Koro 3710BoHMA. M3-3a yaapa B HOC OHa
niepecrasa OILyIIaTh 3araxH.

W Bce ke Jaxe Ha A3bIKE YyBCTBOBAJICS IPUHECEHHBIN BET-
POM BKYC I'apM U IbLIM, NIEIUIA U YEr0-TO OTBPATUTEIBHO 3HAKO-
Moro. Piomcu He 3Hana, Kak JI0/ro eme CMOKET 9TO BbIIEPKATb.
W3 ronosel OyaTO BBIAYBAJIO BCE YYBCTBA, KPOME CTpaxa M OT-
BpalLCHUS.

PebsiTa MeIeHHO MPOABUTaIUCH IO BA3KOM IPsi3H, B KOTOPYIO
IpeBpaTuIach 3eMiis JepeBHU. MIHorga ciilancs 4en-T1o KpuK,
Ha KOTOPBII OHU CTapaJIMCh He oOpalnars BHUMaHus. Piomcu 3a-
METWIA, YTO KaXJIblid pa3, KOrAa pa3JaBaiCh BOIUIM, Bpakku
u pgaxe Kup cxumanu Kylaky, WHOTJA NEPEeryisagbBasCh MEX-
Ay coboit. Ho B OCHOBHOM €/IMHCTBEHHbIMHU 3BYKAMH OCTaBAJIICh
XJTIOMAIOIINE 1ard pedsIT 1 KykKaHHE HACEKOMBIX.

Promcu He 3Hasa, 4eM 3aKOHUYMTCS UX BbLIa3Ka, HO HE COMHE-
BaJlach, YTO KYTKHE KapTHHBI, CBUJETEJbHUIIEH KOTOPBIX OHA
crasia, OyAyT CHUTbCS eil 10 KOHIa H3HU. [leBouka Opocuia
B3MJ1s Ha bpakku ¢ Kupom 1 no ux Buy noHsia, 4yTo yBUJIEH-
Hble ykachbl OyAyT MpeciejoBaTh He TOJBKO ee.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, O YEM OHA celdac MeUTasa, TaK 3TO CMBITh C
ce0s1 BOHb, KOTOpas NMPUJIMILIA K Tesy BMecTe ¢ notoM. U rute-
BaTh, YTO AaXe€ B TAKYIO Kapy BOAA B PEKe JieAsHasl.

— Bpakku, yept Obl TeOst moOpan! — BenbixHy1 Kup, pesko



OCTaHaBJIMBAsACh, OT Yero Promcu u bpakku 4yTh He Bpe3aiuch B
Hero. — O KakoM TaKOM Mede Thbl TBEPAUILID ? !

— Yero?! — HenmoHUMarouie ycraBuics bpakku.

— OH Huuero He ropopwj. Mbl Moj4a IUIM, — OTO3BaJIach
Piomcu. X0Ts TOXe ClTblIana CTpaHHOE 3ByYaHue B TOJIoBe, Oy/-
TO KTO-TO paccrnpaimsai o Meue. [IpaBna, 3By4aBImm rojaoc mno-
XOIIWJI COBCEM YK HA JETCKUU.

A elie NOSIBUIIMCH CTpaHHble IpuObl. PioMcu BriepBble Bujiena
takue. OHM pa3pociucs Be3jie. KyTKHe Ha BUJI M pa3MepOM C Jia-
JoHb. CKJIaApIBaJIOCh BIIEYATIIEHUE, YTO KTO-TO NEPEBOPAYMBAIL
371eCh TOPSIIIYIO CBEUY M Kanalollyil BOCK MPeBpaiajcs B TPHObI
BCEBO3MOKHBIX (hOpM, OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPBIX HAITOMUHAJIO
3aCTHIBIIMX B Pa3HBIX [1032X YPOIUIMBBIX U KPUBBIX UEIOBEUKOB.
Kazasnoce, 1axe MyXu CTapaJIuCh AEpKaTbCs OT HUX MOJAJIBIIIE.
Promcr 3ameTriia, 94To Te rpuobl, KOTOPble HAXOAWIKNCh B TEHH,
TOpPEJIM FHETYLIUM >KEJITO-3€JIEHbIM CBETOM.

Jlaxe y4yuTbiBasi Bce NMPUSITHbIE MOMEHTbI, CBSI3aHHBIE TIpe-
MMYIIECTBEHHO CO CTapOCTOM M MaTepblo, KU3Hb PIoMCH HUKTO
Obl HE Ha3BaJl CYACTIIMBOM, OCOOEHHO rocieaHre Mecsiibl. U Bce-
TaKM JEBOYKE ObLIO HEBHIHOCUMO OOJIBHO BHUJETh, UTO CTaJO C
nepesHeil. OHa axe Aymarb He XOTesia, YTO CPen TOro yKaca
norpeOeHsb! ee POIHBIE.

OO0I0MKOB CTaHOBWJIOCH Bce OoJiblile, U pedsita BBIIUIM U3
rps3u. Mas no KaMHsAM, OHUM 3aMeUIAJIM 11ar, Onacasch MOABEP-
HYTb, @ TO U CJIOMaTh HOTHY, TPOBAJIMBIIKCH B OIHY U3 MHOTOUYMC-
JICHHBIX LIEJIEN U JIBIP.



Ha ynusnenue Piomcu, atmocepy Harneran He Kup, a bpak-
KH.

— Buepa onvH napeHs TyT CIIOTKHYJICS, ¥ €70 YTO-TO YTaIlUJIO.

— Kakoro uepra Thl UMEHHO Ceiuac pelm 3To paccka3arb?! —
psBkHY Kup. — Tem Gonee, ckopee Bcero, OH mpoCTo MPOBAIAI-
cA.

— Ara, B JIpIpy, KyJa 1 KOIIKa He rposieseT. ['oBopio Tebe, ero
YTO-TO 3aTAHYJIO. XOTb 51 U 1aJIEKO CTOSJI, HO KaK BCIIOMHIO €r0
KPHK, aX KyTh OepeT. Teso MsIoch U JIOMaioch, TOYHO Te KyK-
JIbl, C KOTOPBIMH MEJIOYb UTPAET.

— A T, IOXAYH, C TAKUMU KyKJIaMH HE Urpajl, — (DBIPKHYJ
Kup.

BpaKkku He yooCTOMII €ro OTBETOM.

PromcH, BIIAgpIBasgCh B TEMHOTY MEXIy KaMHSAMHU PyMH,
NpeanoYia JymMarhb, 4To Oefoara Bee ke MPOBAJIUIICS.

— TyT noBcioly BepeBOYHbIE JIECTHUILIBL. [IouTH 1oz Kax JpIMu
00JIoOMKaMu, — BOpWIMBO 3ameTus1 Kup. — 3auem Bam cTONBKO?

— 9r0 Jlynnasa [Hopoxka. Mel, — nosgcHuia Pomcu, nmes B
BuAy xutener CuaCIIMBUMKOB, — HE BCEX ITOKOMHUKOB 3aKallbl-
BaeM B 3eMJ110. HekoTophIX C:xUraroT BMecTe ¢ jJecTHULaMU. JIo-
I BEPSAT, UTO UX IYIIM B30EpyTCs MO Hell Ha HeOeca, K caMou
nyHe, B Mup MeprBbIX.

— 41 myman, B CuacTiMBUYMKax He BepsAT B OOTOB U MOIOOHBIE
BelM, — yauBuiicsa Kup.

— KoHeuHo, BepAT 1 Aake NOYUTAIOT, IPOCTO HAM 3aIpPeleHo
TIOKJIOHEHHE, MOJIbOa U TIPOCHOBL.



— Iocroit; uept Obl Bac moOpa, He oMMy, K YeMy TaKue OT-
JINYMSL — OOHUX 3aKaIblBAETe, IPYrUX CKUraere?

— Korpga npunuiv nepebie MOCEIEHIIbl, OHU MPUHECTH CBOU
Tpaguiuu. [pyrue noceneHus — Apyrue Tpaauiuu.

— A eme y Hac ectb MeptBsiuuii IlyTh, — paiocTHO MmoxBa-
crasica bpakku.

— Vry, He coMHeBawch, — orpe3an Kup, naBasg MOHATH, YTO
yKe MOTEPs1 BCAKUI UHTEPEC K ITOU TEME.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIKCH.

— Cenyac pazaenumcs, HO JIaJIeKO HE pacXoguMcs, — IIPOro-
Bopw1 Bpakku, oOpamasichk k Promcu. — Crapaiicss HAlTH YTO-TO
LIEHHOE, HO He Oepyr HUYero OOJIBIIIOrO U. .. He Jie3b B IIeH.

— Tlouemy Gonbiioe Henb3s1? 51 cMory IOHECTH, HE CMOTpH,
YTO S IEBOYKA.

— Ilotomy uto oTOepyT, — oto3Basicsi Kup, — niam noxyxe, —
OH MpoBeJ najbiieM 1o iee. — [lonumaens? Crapaiics HalTh
XOTb YTO-TO CTOSIIIIEE, HO TO, UTO JIETKO CIPSITATh.

He ycnienu pe6sita pa3odTHCh, KaK K HUM TOIONIES TOIIUH ve-
JIOBEK U AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOKa3aJ 3aTOYEHHYIO KOCTb, HAITOMHU-
HAaBIITYIO OFPOMHBIN 3y0 XMIITHOTO YyfoBuIna. Barnsaa xsaruio,
9100 TIOHSTh, HACKOJIBKO OHA OCTpasl.

— Brictpo. Bee, uro ecth. Yeexkim? — npormmunesn He3HaKOMeL]
Y HEPBHO OIJISIJIENICA.

Ero ceaple BOJIOCH pa3BEBAIUCH HA BETPY, U Ka3aJI0Ch, FOJIOBA
JIBIMUTCS OT 3710061, HO TO10C rpaduTesist ocraBajics XOJIO/CH.

— Koneuno. Koneuno, — nocnemno nporopopuia Kup. — Ot-



JaJIUM BCE, YTO UMEEM.

Bpakku MosTdat, OyATO JMIHMBIIUCH 1apa PEUH.

Bnpyr u3-3a pa3BayivH, Tak ke HEOXUJIAHHO, IMOSBUIICS THU-
rant. Ero equHCTBEHHBIN I71a3 — BEJMYMHON C S0JOKO — HaXO-
JAIICS TIocpeu Jioa. [lurreH.

Ha Be1OpuTOi 10 G71ecKa 1 MOKPHITOM IIpaMaMy TOJIOBE Kpa-
COBAJICS BBICOKUI MyYOK BOjioc. M3 HOca M MaJieHbKMX yIIen
TOpYaJIM KOCTsIHbIe cepbI'. Ha mepBblil B3MJIsA AUITEH Ka3ai-
Csl TPOMAHBIM UCTYKaHOM, BBITECAHHBIM M3 KaMHSI HEYMEJIbIM
MactepoM. JInOGO ymensiM — HO KyJa-To CHiemuBImM. Pomcu
BIIEPBBIC BUE/IA JAUTTEHA TaK OJM3KO W, TPUIJISICBIINCD, YIM-
BWJIACh, HE Hal/Isl B €ro HEYeJOBEYHOCTH HUYEro OTTAJIKUBAIO-
mero. HaoGopor, r1a3 ruradrta 3aBopaxuai. Kazanock, BHyTpu
HEro yMHUpAEeT MaJICHbKOE COJTHIIE.

['pabutens pe3ko CrpsATag HOX U coOpajcs YIaIuThCs, HO
JWITEH, C HEBEPOSITHON /Jisi CBOEW KOMIUIEKIIMU JIOBKOCTHIO,
nperpajaui emy myTb.

MyxunHa elie J0CTaBaJl OJHOINIA3oMy o rpyau. JlurreH
NIPE/ICTABIIST COOOM KUJIMCTOE CYIIECTBO, MOXOXKee Ha YesioBe-
Ka, C yCTpaIllaloleil 1 HEBEPOSATHO Pa3BUTON MYCKYJIaTypOH.

— 4l mocyxaut v MO3bIPYIT — ¥ TIOHSUI. .. ThI IEBYUKY U MYKUH-
HOK OXpaOWTh XOIIIelb, — MPOrpeMes OgHOrIa3bli. [onoc 3By-
yaJ1, Kak u3 OOYKHU.

B riazax rpaduresnsi OiecHy1 BBI30B, HO OBICTPO yrac.

— 51 Te6s1 He monmmar. Yro tede Hano?! [Ipunonsmum K Hawm,
TaK XOTb SI3bIK BBIyUHTE.



Opnornaselii Haxmypwiicsi. Kazanoch, Bce MOIMM Ha €ro
MOp/I€ YMHOXHWJIACh MHOTOKPATHO.

— 41 HmuaBo He xouy. { ciyxy Kopouy. A Kopou xouer no-
PAJIOK.

Ot 3Toro umenu Promcn Heoco3HaHHO ckpuBmiIack. Kopou —
YeJIOBEK, BAHOBHBIN B CMEPTH CTAPOCTHI.

— byny cnpammmsar. Tel — orBeuar. — ['pomuiia ycraBuiics Ha
MYKUMHY CBOMM IJ1a30M. [lon Koxkeln aurreHa nepekarbiBajInch
CUJIbHbIE MYCKYJIbI.

— XopoIro, — pSIBKHYJ TpadUTeNb, C €ro ryd moaeTean Opbi3-
v ciioHbl. — Hazeloch, monmy TBOM JienieT. Haxoquibes cpenu
JIO/IEN — TOBOPU NO-JTIOJICKU.

XOTs1 OH cTapa’ics BecTu ce0sl Hario u cMelio, Promcu rmouys-
CTBOBaJIa CTpax B €ro rojoce: Ka3aaoch, OH OOsJICS TOTO, UYTO
JIOJKHO MIPOU30MUTH.

[Ipu Bcell HanpsKEHHOCTH CUTyauuu Plomcu ¢ uHTEpecom
u3yyasia qurreHa. OH HOCUJI XOTh U Tpy0O CHIMTBIE, HO SIBHO
IIPAKTUYHBIE IITaHbl, U3 IPEKPACHO BhIIEIaHHbIX MKYp. Ha mo-
SICE BHCEJIO HECKOJIBKO JIOPOXKHBIX CYMOK, TPU KPMBBIX pOra,
pa3HbIX N0 pa3Mepy, U CTPAaHHBIM TOIOP, CACJAHHBIA U3 YeJllo-
CTU KaKOro-TO )KMBOTHOIO. Byrpsiiiuiicsi MpllIIaMu TOpPC HUYe-
'O He IIPUKPBIBAJIO, €CJIA HE CYATATh I'YCTOU pactutesibHocTH. Ha
NpeIUIeYbsX OIHOIIA30T0 TMI'AaHTa BUJHEJIUCh 3aMBbICIIOBATHIE
HaKOJIOThIE PUCYHKH: JIULIO C TPEMS IJ1a3aMU Ha IIPaBOM; CTPaH-
HBII PUCYHOK Ha JIEBOU — JIBYIJIa3blil peOSHOK, KOTOPBI JepiKall
OTpyOJIEHHYIO TOJIOBY AUTTEHA.



— [loBymecs1bl CHUMAJI ¢ MEPTBBIX JIIOOB? — POrpeMeN Iu-
TaHT, TSI/ eMy B TJ1a3a.

— Jla, — OTBETWJI TOT M MOCTIeIHO 100aBuiI: — Ho moTom Xxo-
POHMUIL

— Yousain moaos?

MysKunHa yCTpEeMIT B3IJIsA B HEOO.

— Hy, yousau.

— Yo6uBa1, 1106 3aCYUTHITCA UM OXPAOUThH?

['pabutens monro Momyan, risias Ha qurrena. Ero rasza cranm
MOKPBIMH, POT Ha4daJl Jpokarh. OH TSKENO CHEKUBAT KAKIYIO
OyKBY, OyJITO MOJIOKO y CTapoy Ko3bl. be3pesynbraTHo. [TeiTaTh-
csl JIraTh JJHEM — ITymasi 3atesl.

MyxunrHa cXBaTWICS 3a KUBOT, CIOBHO OT Oonu. U Bupyr
PE3KO BBIPSMUIICS, 3aMaXHYBIIIMCh HAa OTHOIJIA30TO — JIe3BHE
HOXa MEJIbKHYJIO BO3JIE IIIeH TMraHTa.

Ho onHornaseiii yBepHyics. Ilpu aTom ymyapuiicst cXBaTUTh
3JI0YMBIIJICHHUKA 32 pyKy. [locTblmacst Tpeck, U HOX BbITall
u3 pyku. ['pabutens MCIyCTHII HE TO CTOH, HE TO pblAaHue. A
3aTeM ero poT UCKa3WJIcs B Oe33ByYHOM KpHKe.

JIMrTeH clierka CKJIOHUI ToJIOBY HAOOK, OYITO YIAUBIISISACH MOJ-
HOW OECrOMOIITHOCTH CBOETO CONEpPHHKA, M CBOOOTHOW PyKOH
TIOTSHYJICS K €r0 UCITYTaHHOMY JIAILY.

Piomcu pe3ko oTBepHYJIach, TOHUMAs, YTO cefvac MpoON30u-
net. Tem He MeHee ycIblIana Mep3KHid BIakHbIN 3BYK. OTKPbIB
I71a3a, OHa yBUJeJa, Kak rooesesno aumno bpakku. Ha rpadurens
OHa cTapajiach He CMOTpeTh. Ero Teno Bee elnie gepraiach B JIyxe



KPOBH, KOTOpasi pacTekajiaCh BO BC€ CTOPOHBI, a FOJIOBa MPeBpa-
TUJIaCh B MECHUBO.

JlurreHa ysxe He ObLIO PSAOM.

— OH... youn ero... — nporrenTaia Pomcu.

Kup KMBHYJI, HUIUETO HE OTBETHB.

BpaKK# CTOSUT BeCh OJIe/IHBIN 1 OMUPAJICS] PYKOU O CTeHy, 0O-
SICh TIOTEPSITh PaBHOBECHE.

— [1-noyemy oH HaM He 3aaBaJI BOIIPOCOB? — cripocuiia Prom-
CH TIEpBOE, UTO TMPUIILIO B TOJIOBY.

— OHu He Tporaort jieteit, — otBet1 Kup u qodaswmt: — [Toka
HE TPOraioT.

Bpakku moporen k Promcu. Ceiiuac oH BBITIsIIEN Aaxke Ore/-
Hee Kupa.

— He pacckasbiBaii MaMe O CITyYMBIIIEMCSI, — UCITyTaHHBIM IT1e-
MOTOM TPOU3HEC OH.

PioMcH KuBHYIa: XOpOIIIO.

— U BooOI11€, HE HY)KHO TOBOPUTD, KaK TYT. .. OMACHO, — 100a-
BUJI bpakku.

Piomcu onisath kuBHYIA. OHA HE CTajla TOBOPHTH, UTO €0 Marth,
CKOpee BCero, cama MpeKpacHo MOHUMAeT, Kak TYT.

4

— He xouelib Bce 1ocnarh K 4epTy U 3aBA3aTh C 3TUM? — CIIPO-
cwit Kup y bpakku.
BpaKKy XMBIKHYII, JIETKO ITHYJI KAMEHb.



— Kak Oynro sydiiie ¢ OTIOM TPYITHI 3aKarbIBaTh.

— 3pech MepTBELIOB HEe MeHblle. BOoH camu Maylo He Mpuco-
elMHWINCh K HUM. Kak u Buepa, Kak ¥ no3aBuepa. . .

— Tak s % 0 yeM, — BpaKKM HarHyJCsl IOCMOTPETh, YTO O[],
nockoi. — TyT xots Obl IOMHTEPECHee, He 3Haelllb, KOT/Ia MOX-
HO HalTH 4TO-TO crosiuee. [To-ceoemy npukmodenue. — [lonuas
KaKyIo-TO 00Je3NyI0 IIKYPY, MAIBUMK CKPUBKJICS U BHIOPOCHI
HaXOJIKY.

Tonbsko bpakku eme xoren 4ro-to uckarb. Y Proomcu nocne
CIYYHMBIIIErocsi OXOThI OyOaBmIOCh, U y Kupa, kak oHa moHsina,
Toxxe. ToJcTaK Jaxe He cMOTped ce0e MoJ HOTU, U3-3a Yero npo-
nycTu1 HeOoJbIloe 3epkajbliie. Hora HacTynmia — CTekJsio Tpec-
HYJIO.

— On-1o, 4To XK THI Aenaenb?! — mpoopas bpakku.

— He mymato, yto MHOTO OBI 32 HErO MOTy4wII, — 6€3 0cO00rOo
paccrpoiictBa BoigaBui Kup.

— Hy u uro? Kunynu Osl B OpexsuByio cymky. He cmoTpu B
HETO, AYPaK Thl HECYACTHBIN, — Bp9KKM HaKpbUI 3epKaJIbLIE TKA-
HBIO, KOTOPYIO CHSUJI C JIUIIA. — DTO K CKOJIBKO Oe/ibl ThI Ha cels
HakMKan! OcTopokHed HaJo ObITh.

— Huyero s He Hakimkai, — orpeisHysica Kup. — [Toromy 4dro
HE BEPIO BO BCAKYIO EPYHAY.

Bpakku CIUTIOHYT B CTOPOHY 3€pKaJla, 3a4€M-TO BBITEP CBOU
IUIEBOK U OTOPBAJICS BIEPE.

— Kup, a to1 nouemy 31ech? He moxoxe, 4To Thl Hy:KJA€IIbCs
B eJle, — IOUHTepecoBajlach ProMmcu.



— Tol mpaBa, X0Ts eaa y MeHs1 He OeCKOHeYHasi, — OH Ioye-
MY-TO BBIIEJIUII TIOCJIE/IHEE CIIOBO.

— A 4t0 *e TeOe HyXHO?

— MHoraa Mbl BbIOMpaeM He U3 TOro, YTO XOTUM MOy4UTb, a
U3 TOTO, YTO OOMMCSI IOTEPATH.

[Mon6exan Bpakku.

— Brl nmere, nim kak? BoH uto s Haren!

OH npHOTKpBUI MeloK. BHyTpu KpacoBajicst cepeOpsiHblii
MIOJICBEYHHUK YIMBUTEIBHO KPACHBOIN PaOOTHI.

Piomcr otOpocuia COMHEHHS M TOXe MPUHSIACh UCKaTh. U
NOYTH cpa3y Hanwia. JJurreHa!

OH cupnen, onupasice o creHy. Ero mmpokas rpyap Tsxkeno
NOTHMMAJIAch M omycKanack. Kasanoch, B370XH, BRIPHIBAIOIIMECS
U3 €ro pTa, pa3HOCUJIMCH 110 Beeu nepeBHe. Banran Pomcn ocra-
HOBUWJICSI Ha MOTEKaX 3areKIleicss KPOBU, MOKPBIBABIIMX MOTY-
yee Teslo ruraHta. Ha MraHoBeHue oHa peminia, 4yTo 3TO Mpef-
CMEpTHbIE KOHBYJIbCHU U CyIOpPOru. [{urreH mpuKpbiBaji pyKoi
IIe10, MEX/1y MaJIbl[aMU COYMIIACh KPOBb. [ ITaHT ObLT BECh MOK-
PbI1 OT MOTA.

— D, Tl Yyero? — onemua bpakku.

Piomcu nipricena u, mpoTsiHyB OypIioK, cMoumia Oejiosare ry-
Ob1. D10 OBLI IpyTOit AMTTeH. U femo naxke HE B TOM, YTO TOJI0BA
y Hero Oblj1a MOJTHOCTBIO JIBICOM, a cepbra BUCEJa JIMIIb B HOCY.
3ato cocku MpoOUTHI Konbliamu. Plomcu noiimana cest Ha ToMm,
YTO JUITEHBl Pa3Hble, KaK U JIIOAM, @ BOBCE HE OJMHAKOBBIE OfI-
HOIa3ble MOHCTPBI. M, Kak JIoau, OHKM TOXe YyBCTBYIOT OOJb, a



U3 PaH Y HUX COYMTCS TakKas ke KPOBb. A Ha IIMPOKOM U YCTaB-
IIEM JIMLIE BUAEH CTPaX.

— OH elnie xuB, — cka3azia PioMcu oueBuiHoe.

— Ara, XMB, XOTS 10 MHE — TaK JIy4lle Obl CIOX, — JIAMHY.I
bpakkwu.

— Oroupure. Ioxanyicra, — pazgaics 3a UX CIMHAMU MOIIL-
HBI T0JI0C.

Promcu B3apornyna u odepHynacs. Hecmorps Ha yTBepike-
HusA Kupa, oHa He cOMHeBasIach, YTO CErOAHs TOYHO MOCEEET.

C3anu BO3BBIIAICA MOTYyuud cuityaT. JurreH. Eme oguH.

Piomcu noaHsnach, U BCe PaBHO €il MPUIIJIOCHh IIISIETh Ha
JUITEHA C BBICOKO MOAHSATON I'0JI0BOM, MOCKOJIBKY TOT ObUT BABOE
BBIILIE €€.

— Yo ¢ 10601 crano? CoBceM pa3MmsiK Cpedu ABYIJIA3bIX, —
00paTuIICs TIOSIBUBIIMIACS TUTaHT K coOpary.

— O, I'omo! PoxxmsK 4, BUIaTh, — NpU3HAJI TOT, €Ba LLIEBE
ry0amu, ¥ 3aiescs KamuieM. — byay morudars?

[Ipuieqimii AUTTeH, KOTOpPOro Ha3Baiu [ 'o1o, HaxMypuics,
IIPOBEJ PYKAMH 10 €r0 Tey:

— Tonbko mesn? Hoxom?

— VYry. He momuu. Byny noru6ars?

— Pazymeercs, kak u Bce. Ho He cerops. CKOMBKO UX ObLIO?

— Enen, — u no6asun: — [pen okom.

— ITonaTHo. Co criuHbI HaNau.

— Vry. Cxann.

PaHeHpIil TUITeH OTKAILIAICA BHOBb M 3aTHUX.



[omo pocran Kakue-To JUCThsI U Opocui cede B pot. [Ipo-
JKEBaB, BBHIIUTIOHYJI ceOe Ha PYKY TYCTYIO 3eJIeHYIO KKy U 3aJie-
MU 111eto paHeHomy. PaHa crasa BHIVISIETh Tak, OyaTO Mopocia
MXOM.

— [lotepnu uyTKa, — mporpemeJt rurauT. — bynems xutb. Eme
HE pa3 BHIITbEM KPEMKOro roxa.

PioMcH BbIIOXHYJIA U YJIBIOHYIACh.

— DTu TBapM KUBYUYHe, KaK He 3HAIO0 YTO, — Oe3 0coO0H pajio-
CTH TTPOroBOpuJ1 BpakKwu.

JlurreH orsiHyJACST W cMepusl DBpIkKkyM MpOHU3BIBAIOIIIM
B3MJISLIOM:

— Tsl HOMKEeH KaK MUHUMYM TPOSIBIISATh YBKEHUE K. .. ITUM
TBapsIM, — OH BBIJIEJIUJI TTOCTIE/IHUE CIIOBA.

— [Touemy 3TO MHE Bac yBaxarh?

JlUrreH CIOBHO He YCIIBIIIA BHI30B, 3BYUaBIIUN B royoce bp-
KKH.

— [lotomy 4TO MBI MOTY4Uid, XOTb W He ropablid Hapoa. U no
MPUYMHE TOpsi, KOTOPOE MPUIILIO K HaM, BBIHYK/IEHBI BBIKUBATh
Ha 4yxOuHe, — ero a3 cJioBHO cBepiui bpakku. Tor ax mo-
6nennen ot Takoro. — Hac MHoro. Mel cusibHbl. Y1 MBI B OTUas1-
HuK. VI Bam ObI CTOMJIO OBITH OJIarOIAPHBIMHM, YTO MBI UITIEM XOTh
KaKylo-TO paboTy y Bac, a He Hara[aeM Ha Balllv CeJIeHUSsI, — JIUT-
TeH YXMBUIbHYJICS ¥ BBIIJISIIE] TaK, Oy/ITO MPOTATUBaeT 0OMa3aH-
HOE B JieppMelle s1010Ko, HaOmmoas 3a peakiyeit bpakku. — [o-
Jymaii 00 9TOM, JIIOIEHOK, TIPEXKe YeM OTKPhIBaTh POT. Thl Bedb
HE YEPTEHOK C THICSYEH JOMOTHUTEIbHBIX IIIAHCOB.



OH niepeBen B3I Ha Kupa v cJIOBHO Obl YIUBHIICS, HO, HE
CKa3aB HMYETo, BEPHYJICSA K coOOpaTy M Hadaa oopadaTeiBaTh pa-
HBI HA TPY/IH.

— 41 He Qymaia B TAKOM KJTIOUE, — HEOXKUAAHHO 151 cebsl Ipo-
roBopuia Promcu. — Mel, Jiiojin, ISHCTBUTEILHO JIOJKHBI [IEHUTD,
YTO BHI TPUXOJUTE C MUPOM.

[omio noBepHysics k Plomcu, n3yyvaroiie CMepuB ee B3IJISIIOM.
Ero a3 kazascs iyOOKMM KOJIOAILIEM, Ha THe KOTOPOTo yracaa
3Be3/1a.

MHoroe MOXHO pa3mIsAETh OQHUM IJIa30M. A WHOT/A U ABYX
HEJJOCTaTOYHO.

Promcu yxe cmupuiiachk ¢ TeM, KakuMu caesanich Cuacmius-
YHMKH, HO BCE €1le HE MOIJIa IIPUHATh TOT0, KAKUMU CTAJIU JKUTE-
M nepeBHU. Buast BOMM3M MepTBOE Teso, OHM He XBATAJIHCh 32
rOJIOBY ¥ HE HAUMHAJIM TAHUKOBATb, HE COETaiiCh K MEPTBBIM, HE
KpHYaIM “TIOCMOTpUTE", HUKTO Jake He 0Opaliiajl BHUMaHUs Ha
TO, KaK JJBOE TOJIOBOPE30B yOMBaiu Koro-to. Bee cramm 6e3pas-
JIMYHBI K 4y)koMy ropio. 1 sto myrano 6osnbiue Bcero. CuibHee
Promcu 60s11ach JIUIITL OJHOTO — CTaTh TAKOH ke PaBHOMLYIITHOM.

— Tor nurreH pasroBapuBaJl HE TaK, Kak OHHM BCE, — IIPOrOBO-
puia Promcu, crapasich OTBI€UbCS OT CBOMX MBICIIEH.

— A no-moemy, Tak xke, — CKa3aJl bpakku.

— B omMume ot HEKOTOPBIX, EMY 3HAKOMO CJIOBO “ThicAYa”, —



xMbIKHYJ Kup, HO Bce ke nosicHui: — 10 “nBynecsatsii”. [o-
BOPAT, CPEIU IBAALATH JUTTEHOB IONAAAETCA OIUH, HAMHOTIO. . .
YMHEE OCTaJIbHBIX.

Ho Gonbiiie on Hu4ero He no0asuii. Hukomy He xoTesnoch pas-
rOBapyBaTh.

Onu mm Mostva.

— Bor ToT 60ponay, — ykazan Kup Ha ToproBua. — Y Hero BbI-
rOJJHEE BCETO CIaBaTh.

— Ara, kyaa yx BbirogHee. OH MHe 3a 30J10TOi 0OpYyY BCETO
JKMEHIO MIIEHULIBI JaJl, — MoKalIoBaIcsa bpakky.

— YV ocTanbHBIX Tl OBl TIOMYYMII ellle MeHbIe. Moxelb He
coMmHeBaTbcs. K Tomy ke, — pa3Ben pykamu Kup, — oH ceituac
€/IMHCTBEHHBII TOProBell B A€PEBHE.

Kup ocrancsa croars B CTOPOHE, BIVIABIBAACH B pa3BAJIMHBI,
TMIOSICHUB, YTO HE HAllleJ] HU YepTa CTOSILETO.

Bpakku u Promcu nopom K TOprosuy.

TOT cTOsi1 B TEHU MONMypa3pylleHHOW cTeHbl. Bokpyr napui
TaKOM IOrpoM, 4To PromMcH axe He MOria MOHATh, KTO PaHbIIe
KW B 9TOM JIOME, JI0 TOTrO, KaK OH IMPEBPATUIICS] B OOJIOMKH.

Boponau Hocus IIMHHYI0 OEk/1y, HAIOMUHABIIIYIO MEIIOK C
OTBEPCTUSIMU IJI51 TOJIOBBI U PYK, HO MEIIOK POCKOILIHBIM, IIBET-
HOU. A Ha rojIoBy TOProBel HaMOTaJl KaKOe-TO TPAIbE, UIPalo-
11ee, BUAMMO, poJjib FOJIOBHOTO yOopa. B pykax oH nep:xas HaHU-
3aHHbIE HA HUTh HEOOJBIIINE OKPYIJIbIe KAMEIIKH, KOTOpble Oe-
pexHO nepedupait najbiiaMu. Henopaneky ot Hero crosuia ro-
BO3Ka CO BCAKHMM JOOPOM U TPY MOTYATUBBIX TOJIOBOPE3a, OCTY-



JKAIOIINX JIIOOOIBITCTBO.

— Ila 6marocnoBut Bac Co3yateb, — PUBETIMBO MPOKpUYAIT
06oposay u yxe TuIlle MpoJOKWI: — Jlymalo, Bbl UTO-TO XOTHUTE
MPO/IaTh, MOJIOAbIE JIIO/IH.

— Bort, — Bpakku ckymno ynbiOHYJICS, HEYBEPEHHO MTPOTITUBast
eMy cepeOpsIHbIN TIOICBEYHHK.

— O! Dro, 6€3 COMHEeHUsI, OTHA U3 JTYUIIIMX Bellel, Koraa-Jiu-
00 CO3[AaHHBIX YEIOBEKOM, — JIACKOBO MPOTrOBOPHMJI TOPIOBeEll,
paccMaTpuBasi U3zieue.

Bce xe Promcu yiioBuIa B €ro rojgoce CKpbhITyI0 HACMELIKY,
4TO eil, pasymeercsi, He ToHpaBwiIock. Ho oHa ocTaBuia cBou
MBICTH TIpH cebe, TeM Oosiee, KpoMe ITOro YesoBeKa, UM He ¢
KeM OOJIbIIIe TOProBaTh.

— $1 MOry moiy4uTh 3a HErO BOH TOT MEIIOYEK C 3€pHOM? —
cpocusi Bpakku, He CKpbIBast pajiocTy.

— Kak *kanb, Kak %aJjb, — roJ0C TOProplia BMUI CAEJAJICS Mac-
nsHbIM. — K coxanenuio, s1 He MOTY MCHOJIHUTD Bally POChOy.
Bunut Co3narens, B IpekHUE BpeMeHa Bbl MOTJIM OBl JIETKO T10-
JIY4UTb 32 HETO MelIoveK 3epHa, ¥ He onuH. Ho ceifvac. .. Hecro-
KOMHO M He J10 u3nuuiecTB. KoMy HykeH MOICBEYHUK, KOIJa €CTh
Hevero?

Bpakku MpauHesn ¢ KaxIbIM CJIOBOM TOProBIIA.

— Ho 51 He Mory B34Th M1 OTMaxHYTbCSI OT TeOsl, MAIbYUK MOW.
Benp noHumaio, B Kakoil Tel HykJe. Bo3pmu, 1 1a XpaHUT Bac
Coznaredb.

3a cepeOpsHBIIA IOICBEYHUK BPIKKM MOy YT JKMEHIO BHICY-



IIEHHBIX (PPYKTOB U HECKOJIBKO MOJIOCOK CYIIEHOro Msica.

— A y Tebs uTO0, AeBoUKa? — cripocui Toprosell y Piomcw, 3a-
Jepxas B3I Ha ee yimue. OH yxe norepsul K bpakku Besakui
MHTEpecC.

PromMcu BbITalmia v NpoTsHyIa eMy HOX. TOT caMblid, KOTO-
PBI MOT JIMIIUTh €€ KU3HU. [J1a3a Masyalmx 3a ero CMHOU
OXPaHHUKOB cBepKHY/IU. Ho B 3TOM Onecke mepiiaia He TOJIBKO
OCTOPOXKHOCTb.

Toprogerr ogapu ee yIbIOKOH.

— Xoporias Belb, — Hauax oH. OTHON pyKoi OOpoIad JIOBKO
niepeOrpasl KaMeHHbIE IIIAPUKH, B IPYTOM Jepxkai opyxue. Piom-
CH OISITh YJIOBUJIA HACMEIIIKY B TOJIOCE.

OnavH U3 OXPaHHUKOB HE CBOJWJI C HOXA B3MJIsa, XOTS TOT
YK€ HaXOOAWJICS y TOProBLA.

— A raBHoOe, none3Hast, — mporoBopuia Promcu. — OcobeHHo
B TETIEPEIIHUE HECTIOKOMHbIE BPEMEHA.

— K coxanienmio. .. — ropbKko B340XHYJ1 Toprosell. Ero cnaakuit
Tr0JI0C CHOBA IMPEUCTIONHHUIICS] COTyBCTBHEM, a BOT OJIECK B I71a3ax
TOBOPHJI 00 0OpaTHOM.

Piomcu noHsina, Kyaa KJIOHUT 00pojiay, U peluia, 4YTo Hy>KHO
PUCKHYTb.

— O, mpoctute, HO 51 HE K BaM 00paIaiCch, — YCMEXHYJAcCh
Piomcu cBoei camoit Muiioi U (hasIbIIMBOM YIIBIOKOM, 3a0paB
HOX, 1 Opocuiia B3IJIsiT HA OXpaHHUKA. — Tak 4rto, Bo3bMeTe?
Memok 3epHa — ¥ OH Balll.

OXpaHHUK — YepPHSABBIN KpacaBel] ¢ TYCTHIMU OPOBSMU — YX-



MBLISISICh, KOLIIAUbe# TOXOJKOW ABUHYJICS K PioMcu 1 B3s11 y Hee
opyxue. B3gecu, noriaauii pyKosiTh, JJOBKO MEPEKUHYIN U3 Py-
KM B pyKy. [IpoBen nasblieM 1o 3aTOYEHHOM I'pPaHu, a KOr/Jia Bbl-
CTyNuUJIa KPOBb, OOEPHYJICSI K CBOUM U TPOMKO PacCcMesiyICs].

— Jlaii neBouke MelioK. BeluTenir moroM M3 Moel HO0Jd, —
ITPOrOBOPHJI TOJIOBOPE3.

Toprosel ycTaBWICA Ha OXPaHHMKA MPUIIYPEHHbIMU IJ1a3a-
MU, CIaBUB OyChl TaK, YTO MOOeseI Najblibl. 3a TycToi OOpo-
JIOH, HECOMHEHHO, CKPbIBAJIMCh UCKPHBJICHHBIE TYOBI.

— Cnespl Cozparens, MOXET, XOTb IIOTOPryelbCs? — MpOLIH-
nies1 00pojiad, TOKOCUBIIIKMCH HA PromcH.

— A 3auem? — oxaJ 1JjieyaMu OXpaHHMK, [IOIMUTHYB J1€BOY-
Ke. — {1 B 3TOM He pa3Oupaioch. A BOT B OpYKUH 3HAIO TOJIK, TaK
9TO, KaK ThI JIIOOUIIIb TOBOPUTD, C/IENIKA BhIroHasA. U, BO3ZMOX-
HO, 9TOT CaMbli HOX JIaKe CIACET TBOIO KU3Hb.

Toprogeir OoJbllie He cTal MPOTUBUTHCS. OH HEOXOTHO TPO-
THYA PloMcu Memok ¢ 3epHOM, JOOABUB HECKOJIBKO CJIOB Ha
CBOEM POIHOM sI3bIKe. SIBHO JeTefiCKUX W IBHO OOMIHBIX. BoJb-
1Ie OH He CKa3zaJl Hu4Yero, xots PioMcu npoponmkana 4yBCTBO-
BaTh €r0 HEJIOBOJIbCTBO U pa3Apak€Hue, IPUUNHOM KOTOPBIX SIB-
nsimachk cama. OmnryieHre ObUIO. .. BOCXUTHTEIbHBIM.

ProMcu yxBaTriia MENIOK: OH OKA3JICS MPUATHO TSAKEIIBIM.

Panom nossuinca Kup:

— Hawm nopa.

— [ocroiite, eTH, — OCTAaHOBUJI UX TOpProsell. — Bo3MoxkHO, y
BacC eCTh cepeOpo, TOUuHee, ITH. .. IOIYMECSIIBI, — €T0 TOJIOC CTal



tuiie. — Kisnycp Co3naresieM, s He CTaHy CIpalluBaTh, Kak Bbl
UX MOy YWIIH.

I'naza bpskku 3aMHTEPECOBAHO 3aCUSAIMN.

— A Cosparenpb He oouautca? OH Bedp BCce BUINUT, — EXHUIHO
Oypknyn Kup.

Toprosen B3JOXHYJT M CHUCXOOUTEJIBHO ITOKadaa TOJIOBOM,
CJIOBHO YCJIBIIIIAHHOE €r0 TOPbKO Pa304yapoBaIo:

— 41 Benp BaM He Bpar, AETKHU.

Kup numb GbipkHyI.

— Mnem yxe orciona — 3a HaMU CIIEAAT, — TOJCTAK YKPaIKon
OIJIsIZIeNICS IO CTOpOoHaM. — YepT nmobdepu, pa3noObuTH, a Terephb
eme coepeub HyXHO. Piomcu, Thl cMOXellb OexkaTh CO CBOUM
3epHOM?

Ona HeyBepeHHO KuBHYy/Na. PagocT MUIroM yseTydunach, U
Piomcu oco3Hana, Hackosbko yctana. M Tenepp noxanena, 4yTo
MEIIIOK TaKOM TSIKEJIbIN.

Baopyr c3agu HaBucia orpoMHasi TeHb. Proomcu coTpsicia
HETPUATHASA JPOXb, OHA PE3KO OINISIHYJIACH, €JIE CAEPKAB KPHUK.

— He nyraiica. 4 Bac nposeny, — nporpemMen TOT CaMblid yM-
HBII IUITeH, 0Opaiasch HEMoCpeACTBeHHO K Piomcu. — I 3a0b11
TeOs1 TOOJIaroIapyTh, MPOCTO HEIPUBBIYHO BUJIETh YBIO-TO 3200-
Ty O HaieMm Opare.

Promcr HepBHO ynbIOHYIach U BbioXHYMa. Celiyac ee WHTe-
PECOBAJIO JIMIIb OJHO: KAK 3TH FOPbI MBI TaK HECJIBIIIHO JIBU-
raloTCsl.

['vranT nNpoTsAHyJ e KpUBOM POr.



— Brineiite HeMHOT0, BBl SIBHO YCTaIM. DTO B30OOAPHUT.

Promcu npuHSsia por IByMsi pyKaMu, 4TOObI HE PacIlIecKarh,
U, IOJJHECSI KO PTY, BAOXHYJIA MPUATHBIN OylIopaxariuii apomar.
OTnuB, OHA YCMEXHYJach, HO TYT K€ MOMOPIIWIACH — HATTUTOK
OKa3aJICsl HEBEPOSITHO FOPbKUM. A TIO IIBETY — TEMHEEe HOYHU.

Kup Toxe oTBenas, npuyem ¢ IBHbIM UHTepecoM. bpakku oT-
KazaJics.

Hazan BosBpaianuch yepes jaepeBHI0. Hanmutok u mpaBiaa
B300IpWJI, 100aBUB CHJI. ProMcH UCIIBITBIBaJIa OJIarolapHOCTh K
OJIHOTJIA30MY TMTaHTY 3a 3aIUTy U OOJIbIIE BCETo 3a TO, YTO UM
He MPUIIIOCh BO3Bpalarbes uepe3 ropy. K oropuenuio Piomcu,
JUrTeH OOJIbIlie HUYEro He TOBOPHII, CJIeys 32 HUMH OecIyM-
HOW TEHBI0. A TIEPBOW HAYaTh Pa3roBOpP OHA HE pellaiach.

Kak Bceraa, He Momyanoch bpakku.

— Hy TH fgaeriib, — BOCXMIIIEHHO MPOrOBOpWII OH. — 1 U He
MOIyMaJl TOT HOX TIO100paTh.

— Kakag pazauna? — yemexnynace Promcn. — Mbl Beib B O4UH
JIOM HeceM. .. HaxkuToe. 51 paya ObITh MOJIE3HOM.

Bpakku B3MIsIHYA Ha CBOIO TOPOY U CJIeTKAa CMYTHIICS.

— YV 1e0s npsIM TaJIaHT TOProBaThCs, — 3aKJIIOUUIT OH C BOCXU-
meHreM B rojyioce. — Kak Tl BoOOIIE orajganach mpoaath HOX
TOMY TOJIOBOpE3y?

— OHaX A MBI PHIOAUMIIM CO CTAPOCTOM. .. — Havasia Piomcu.

— Co CeuHomnacom, 4uto Ju? — nepecnpocun bpakku, Oyaro
OHa MOTIJIa 3HaTh JPyrOro CTapocTy.

Plomcu HeXOTs1 KMBHYJIa: OHA HE JIIOOWIIA, KOrjia KTO-TO, KPo-



M€ HEe, ero Tak Ha3blBaJl.

— Tak BOT, MBI pbIOAUMIIM HA XUTPOYMHBIE TIEPhsI C KPIOY-
KOM, — ITpopoypkuiia Promcu. — OHM, KOHEUHO, 1I0BOJIBHO CHMIIA-
TUYHbBIE, HO 51 HE MIOHMMAJIa, 3a4eM pbida ux xBataet. Ctapocra
TIOSICHUJI, YTO PhIOA MPUHUMAET TIePbhsI 32 YIABIINX HACEKOMBIX.
¢l Torpa ere Moy THIIA, MOJI, HACEKOMBIX sI OBl TOJKE HE XBaTaa.
W 3Haemp, 4T0 OTBETUJ cTapocTa’?

—Yt0? - Kk ynusnenuto Promcu, Bonpoc 3aaain Kup. B ero ria-
3aX JaKe CBETWJIACh HEKas 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTD.

— OH OTBETWJI, UTO TOKE HE HAXOIUT HACEKOMBIX ITPUBJIECKA-
TeJbHBIMU 1 OOJIbIIIE JIIOOUT 3aredeHHblin 1yk. Ho, oxoTsch Ha
pbIOy, OH JJOJKEH YUUTHIBATh €€ BKYChI, & HE CBOU.

— W opyxue OoLeHUT TOT, KTO 3HAET B HEM TOJIK. YMHBIU ye-
JIOBEK Balll CTapoCTa, — 3aKouni Kup.

— bbu1, — ropeko nporosopuia Promcn.

— A ThI pa3Be He 0 Kopoue?

— Her, on He cTapocta, — x0n0aHo ckazaia Piomcu. OHa HU-
KOI/Ia HE MPU3HAET CTAPOCTOM ITOTO YEJIOBEKA.

— XKansb, — rpyctHo nporosopuin Kup. — Beerma xoren Ha-
YUUTbCA PbIOaYUTh Ha yIOuKy. [logymat ObUIO, ThI HAC TO3HAKO-
MHUIb.

Bp3Kkku nokocuiics Ha JUITEHA U YyTh CJIBIIIHO MPOIIENTaT:

— Hy Bot, ut06 mHe B Beunom Jlecy HoueBath, Teneps Bce
HAYHYT CUMTATh, YTO 51 3HAIOCh C aurreHamu. Jlydie Obl camu
1110158

— Hdypak 161, Bpakku, — 6ypkuyn Kup. — Yept HOry cromur,



3aIyTaBIIKCh B TBOUX PUOPUTETAX.

— Kup, a 3auem oI gpasHui Toprosua? — crpocuia Pomcen,
’eJasi MOTYIIUTh HA3PEBAIOIIUNA CIOP.

— OnHu MeHs pazapaxaior. Benp He BepaT oHM HU B Kakoro Co-
3paressa. A Uil KOPbICTH NMPUKPHIBAIOTCS ero umeHeM. Ilompo-
Oyii 06ub cyry Co3aaresisi, MUTOM HaOEKHT TOJITA 30JIOTHIX.

— A ThI BCTpeuas 3070ThIX ? — yauBuiachk Piomcu.

— VYry, ObUIO JIEIIO.

— A 31O paB/a, 4TO y HUX 30JIOTHIE JOCIEXH? — BOCXUILEHHO
cpocui bpakku.

— Hackosnbko s ciblinan, no30/J04€HHbIE, — HEOXOTHO MPOro-
Bopws Kup. — UepToBbl (paHATUKK XOASAT B HUX, YTOO MpUMa-
HUBATh rpabUTeNeid, KOTOPbIE HACTOJIBKO TIIYIIbI, YTO 3aXOTAT HA
HUX HamacTh.

— To1 uzgeBaenbes? Yem yxe oHu-To Tede He yroguau? 3o0-
JIOThIE — 3alIuTa Haiero mupa. OHU MyTelecTBYIOT, UCTPeOsis
3710.

— Hy, ecn Tak craBuTh BOIIPOC, TO, KOHEYHO, Aa — FEPOU, —
orBeTw1 Kup, BeposiTHO, HaAAEACh, UTO BpaKKM 3aMOIUuT.

— A Kak HyHO CTaBUTb BOIIpOC?

— CTOMT J1I1 MX CpaHOe reporCTBO TOrO. I 1O CHUX MOp MOMHIO,
KaK B KOPUMY, CKPBIBAsICh OT HUX, 3a0exai 4epT. Tak oHu 00ro-
POAMIIA KOPUMY, HE JaB HUKOMY YWTH KUBbIM, U COXKIJIY 3/1aHUE.
Ho na, uepr 3ato He cnaccs.

— Yeprtu syuiie?

— He mue cynutsb, — BbiiaBui Kup.



— A BOT A cuMTalo, YTO IO 3aciayraM. YBUb 1 XOTb OJJHOTO —
Cpa3y IUTIOHYJT ObI B pOraryio poxy. M Tem, KTO ¢ HUMH SIKITIaeT-
cs1, TOXE TUTIOHYJT OBl

— Bor 3Haems, apyr, 4To MeHs1 OOJIbIIE BCETrO... yAUBISAET?
ThI cuauIlb B 3TOM ITyLIH, cpeau rop v Beunoro Jleca, u Hu uep-
Ta, HY 30JIOTHIX B [JIa3a HE BUJIEN, HO IIPU STOM PBEIIbCS CYAUTb,
ONUPAsICh JIUIIb HA CITYXU.

— Kak ato He Bugen? — orpeisHysics bpakku. Kazanocsk, ero
3a/1eJ10 TOJIbKO 3TO. — §l KaK-TO BUJIET MUECTOTa OKOJIO KOPUMBI.
Y Hero cBeTWIIUCH 171232, ¥ OH OBbUT TIOJTHOCTBIO TOJIBIM. A KasK/IbIi
3HAET, YTO MUECTOTH XOST rojibie, 3a4eM OoraMm-To ofesxaa?

— Yeprt 611 TeOs modpai, bpakku. CeprezHo? Bosne kopu-
MbI? — Kup paccmesicsa. — Kakoii-tro Oemonara MmoclieTHIO0
OZIeXk Ty TIPOMIJI, BOT ¥ OPOIWII TOJBIA. A TJ1a3a CBETHIUCH OT
CYIIHSIKA.

Czanu pa3pa3uics packar rpoMa — JUITEH TOXE CMESLICS.

— AX, Tak? A npoKJIATHIX 1 TOXE HE BUen? Buepa onuH my-
KUK JIBOUX MPHUBEIN, YT0O Ha Med Jie3Th. CKONBKO JIofei MmoKa-
JIEUUJIOCh, TIaJ1asl C MeYa, a UM XOTh OBl UTO. YPOIHI.

— OHM Be/MKHe CO3/1aHus1, KOTOpPble TPEBPATHIIMCh B Pa0OB.
He crout Hag HUMM HacMeXaTbCsl.

— Kax e nonyyvaer To, 4ero 3aciyxuBaer. Bor kak s cuu-
Talo.

— 3amonuu, bpakku! — He BhiAepkana Piomcu. — [oxkanyi-
cTa, 3aMOTuM. §l He KeJaio CiyIaTh O MOJOOHON yemyxe. DTo
OCKOPOJISIET MaMATh MOMX POTHBIX. YeM Mou OpaThs ¥ Bce, KTO



noru®, 3aciIyXWiId Takylo y4acTtb? 3a 4TO Halla AEepeBHs 3a-
ciyxuia rosiof?! A mMbl, B KOHIE KOHIOB, 3aCTYKWIU JIA3UTH B
3TOM... B 3ToM AepbMe?! Beunsiit Jlec, Mbl ke netu!

Bcio ocraBiiyiocst 1opory 1M Mojya, Kax[blid MOrpy3uB-
IIIACh B CBOW MBICJIH.

— Kakoro yepra?! — Hayan Kup, Korga OHM IOYTH HPULLIA.

K HuM HaBcTpeuy Oexana Xpynkass IE€BOYKA, HEMHOTUM
miaawe Promcn. OHa JOBOJIBHO JIOBKO IBUTajIach, HECMOTPS Ha
CBOM OOJIEBHEHHBIN BU/I.

— 4 xe ckazan xzaaTh MeHs 1oma!

— MHe TaM cTpalHoO OJHOM, — MOJIBUJIO HEKHOE CO3/IaHUE. —
OtH OsieJHble CTEeHbl HEBEPOSATHO KYyTKHUE M HAIIOMUHAIOT MHE
KpUyalye Juua.

Promcu ee moHrMasa: MHOIAA OHA UCIIBITHIBAIA IIOXOXKEE YyB-
CTBO.

— INokopHeiiie nporiy NpolieHus, He cepauch, OpaTuk, Ja-
OymKU? — MpoAOJIKWIA HE3HAKOMKA. — Jlydlle npeicraBb MeHs
cBouM Jipy3bsiM. He xouems? D10, MOmKHO ObITh, Bpakku? Ku-
pUYC MHOTO O TeOe paccKas3bIBall.

Kpyras ¢pusnonomus Bpakku Tak packpacHesach, 4To eCiu
Obl OH OKYHYJICSI TIO IIIEI0 B PEKY, TO TOXOIWII Obl Ha 3aXofsIiee
COJIHLIE.

— BrniepBble Buxky ¢ KupuycoM €BOUKY, KaK 4ylE€CHEHBKO.



Moe ums Bamucca. — OHa ynbIOHYsach, u3iy4asi JOOPOTY H
HEBUHHOCTb.

— 4 Promcn.

— Xopouiee ums.

— TBoe To)eE.

— Hapetoch, Mb1 mogpyxumcsi, — nporiederana Bamucca, 3a-
0aBHO BBHITHPAsl MPOMOKIIIEE JIUIO HUKHEN YaCThl0 COPOYUKHU.

Ha otkpbiBiIuXCcsi peOpax [OeBOYKM BUAHEIUCH CTpaHHbIE
HIpaMbl, CKJIaJbIBAIOIINECS B HEKUe OYKBBI.

— Hepxu nydliie, pa3 yxke npunepnack, — Kup npotssyi cect-
PE BBIMEHSIHHYIO JIETIEIIIKY.

— Jlo mocne3aBTpa, crano ObiTh? — cipocus Kupa Bpakku.

— ¥Yry, — KUBHYJ TOT. — I ’Ke TOBOPUJI, MHE HYKHO OyZIeT OT-
JIyYUThCSL.

— Bparuk, a MoxkHO ¢ TOO0i1?

— [Tocmotpum.

— Thl Bcerga Tak ropopuiib. Hy 1 Kak Bamm noxoxaeHus? —
6e3 0co0ol 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH CIipocwiia Basmcca, crierka
HA/IKYCHB JICTICIIKY.

— Promcu nosesno, — Kup ykaszan Ha ee Menoyex.

— [ToBeso, — comtacunach Promcu, XOTh ¥ cuuTaia, 4yTo Cyib-
0a 3a70/mKana e Kyaa Oosblile Be3eHMS.

Ona o6epHyach, 4T00 MOONArOAPUTH TUTTEHA, HO TOTO YKe
He OBLJIO PSIJIOM.



I'nasa 3. HeMHOIro ncTuHbI

1

PioMcr mpocHys1ach OT pa3roBOPOB B OOJIBIION KOMHaTe. 3a
OKHOM yracaJ 3aKaT ¥ OycKajach HOUb. JIeBouka 4yBCTBOBaJIa,
YTO HE CMOXKET OoJibIle YCHYTh. OCEHbIO TEMHENO JOBOJIBHO pa-
HO, XOTsI JKapa HUKYJa He hcye3aa.

PromMcu OTKpbLIa IBEPH U CIETKA 3aKMYpHUJIach OT cBeta. Mep-
[IaHWE CBEYEH JIeJlayl0 KOMHATY HEBEPOSITHO MOXOKEHM Ha Tellie-
py. Ha crenax crymanuch u 1uisicaii TeHU, IPUHAMAs TIOPO
COBCEM YX MPUIYIJIMBbIE (POPMBI.

Piomcn yBuzena Illypo — oriia Bpakku — 1 HE3HAKOMOTO My K-
YUHY B J10poroit onexjae. OHU CUAEU 3a CTOJIOM Y BBITMBAJIY.
3arneueHHbI JIYK 1 KaIyCcTa 3aMaH4MBO OJIeCTeNU B IPKOM CBETe
CBEYEH.

[Ilypo ObLT BHICOKMM U XYJOIIAaBbIM, C OY€Hb TOOPBIM B3IJIs-
nom. HezHakomell, HAOOOPOT — MOJHBIM, € IJIa3aMHU, KaK Y JIMCH-
1Bl

[lypo umen OrpoOMHYIO IIEBEIOPY XOTb U CEAbIX, HO T'YCThIX
KyApeu. Y He3HaKoMIla ke, Ka3aJIoCh, BCE BOJIOCH MONPATAINCH
OT JXKapbl, OCTABUB TOJIBKO JIBICHIN Yepert. 3aT0 B OOUIUH POCIIU
B HOCY, Ha yIIIaX ¥ Ha OCTPOKOHEYHOU KPUBOW OOpPOJIKE, CIOBHO
TaM HAIITU CBOE€ YKPBITHE.



Ho, HecMOTpst Ha HECXOKECTb, CKJIA/IbIBAJIOCH OLIYIIEHUE, YTO
3HAKOMBI 3TH JBOE J1aBHO.

— M-na, J0OOITBITHAS JIEPEBHSI, — TPOrOBOPHIT HE3HAKOMEI]. —
XOTs )KUTEJIEN Yy BAC MHOTOBATO 1Sl IEPEBHHU.

— V:ke MeHbllie, — ¢ gocanou nporosopul Llypo. — A nasnbine
cTaHeT enle MeHsie. Ho g noHsu1, K yeMy Tbl KJIOHUIIb. CI0BO
«JIepeBHSI» TOIILIO OT TOT'0, UTO TocelieHue ipeBHee. CTasio ObITh
— JI€pEeBHS.

— 4l Bcerma cunrtan — noToMy 4TO U3 IEpPEBA MOCTPOEHA. XOTS
y Bac-TO JIoOMa U3 KaMHs.

[lypo noxaut rjaedyamMu 1 MogHsUT B3I Ha Promcu:

— Cajiuch, He CTeCHSIICs, — MPOrOBOPUIT OH, OY/TO JIWIIIbL Ceid-
yac ee 3aMeTHIL.

— TBos1? — cripochIT JIBICHIH, C Y/IBIOKOM B3IISIHYB Ha Promcu.
Ho B ero r1a3ax yjiblOKU He ObUIO, JIMIIb WHTEpeC. — Thl, IIOM-
HUTCS1, TOBOPUIL, Y T€0s1 TOJIbKO TPOE ChIHOBEH.

— Her, He mos, — orBeTri1 Llypo u ocymmi pa3om BCIO Kpyk-
Ky. — Ho ei1 Gosbliie HeKyaa uary.

— A TBI HE U3MEHUJICS, MO-TIpeXHeMY JI0OPSIK, — Ha 9TOT pa3
He3HaKkoMell orsiaen PioMcu ¢ Oosnee 3aMETHbIM HMHTEPECOM,
CJIerKa 0)KVMBUBIIKCh.

— Ee 30ByT Promcu, — npeacrasun lypo. — A 370...

— Mens HazpiBaoT JInc, — mporoBOpuiI HE3HAKOMELI, TTOYEChI-
Basi OPJIMHBIA HOC, a 3aTeM TOINIaAuB KpuBylo 60poaky. I'omoc
3By4YaJl BIACTHO, HO MPUATHO. — ThI TOXE MOXeEIIb MEHS TaK Ha-
3bIBaTh. SI — TOpro,eu.



JIuc npuBCTaT ¥ MOKJIOHHJICSL.

On ObLT OfeT OOraTo M KpacwBO, HO KpacoTa He BBIIIsIeNa
Ype3MepHOM, Kak y kperioB u3 3onororo ['opona, KOTOpbie BbI-
IJISIIeJM, CJIOBHO JKEHINMHBI B IeHb Mpa3aHuKa. [lnang nmpekpac-
HOW IIEPCTH, PACIIUTBINA 30JI0THIMU HUTSIMH, HUCTIAAJ IO KOJIeH
ToproBiia. Ho, HecMOTpst Ha OOTaTCTBO OfiesIHUsI, HUKTO OBl HE
Ha3BaJl ero HempakTU4HbIM. [Lai sIBHO XOpOIIO 3aluIai OT
JOXK[Is, BETPpa 1 X0JIofa. A caroru, pyu BCe UX KPacoTe, BHITJIs-
JIe7IM He TOJIbKO HAJ/IeXKHO, HO U YIOOHO.

Jluc, B cBOI0O OUepeb, MPOJOIKAI OLIEHUBAIOIIE, HE CKPbIBa-
sICb, CMOTpETh Ha Promcu:

— OTMeTHHBI TTO]I €€ IJIa3aMH. .. — HayaJjl OH, He OTBOJs B3IJIs-
Jla OT JIEBOYKH.

— DT0 pomuMble TIATHA, TaKasi YK OHA POJMIIACH, — TIepeOrT
Iypo.

— Ponunace... Tyr? YBepen? I'ne Tol ee Hamien? A Bujaen yxe
[OJIOOHBIE. ..

— YBepeH, — xonogHo npoueaun lypo.

JIvic HeMPUATHO CKPUBUJI TYOBI — CKOpPEE BCETro, OH CUUTAJ 3TO
YABIOKON — ¥ OTIWJI U3 YalllKu:

— Buxy, B TBOeli iepeBHE MOSIBUINCH TUTTEHBI, — IIAPE yX-
MBUIBHYJICS TOPrOBell, ¢ BUAUMOW HEOXOTOW 3aKPbIBASI TEMY.

— BepositHo, y Kopoua umerotrcsi CBou MpU4MHbI, — IPETo-
noxun Ilypo, HO 1o ero TOHy ObIJIO SICHO, YTO OH JIMYHO 3TUX
MIPUYXH HE BUIUT.

— Kak s monsin, Tl HemoBosieH 3tum Kopouewm, — npenmno-



Joxwui JIuc v MpoTsAHYN CBOIO YalllKy, YTOO €e HANOJHWIN. —
[Mpeabiaymumii crapocta ObUT JTyuriie?

— Kopou — He crapocra, — lllypo Haxmypui 6poBu. — OH 13-
6aBuiics ot CBUHOMNAcCA — TaK 3BaJIM OBIBIIIETO CTAPOCTY — U, XO-
Ts1 ceivac siBJisieTcsi NiaBHbIM B CUaCTIMBUYMKAX, ce0s1 CTApOCTON
HE Ha3bIBACT.

— Basut m yopai crapocty? — ynuBuiics Jluc, cCHOBa TOIJIaIuB
BHavaJie HOC, a 3aTeM OJIECTEBIIYIO OT KUpa OOPOIKY, Ka3aBIily-
10CS1 HACTOJILKO OCTPOi1, 4T0 ProMcH ynuBuiack, Kak OH He opa-
HUJICSL.

—T'onon. Muorue Havam BUHATH B 3ToM CBrHomaca. Bor Ko-
POY U BOCHOJIb30BAJICS] CUTYaIUEN.

— W kak moau orpearupoBajiu, 4ro npu... Kopoue ronoa Hu-
KyJa He fencs?

— A Hukak, — ormaxnHyJscs lypo. — Kopou ymen. OH mipe-
CeKaeT JIoOble MOIBITKU HEIOBOJILCTBA, CJAEJUT, YTOO HUKTO HE
cobupasicsi B alku. [[jist 3TOro M HaHSUT AUTTEHOB — MOPSIIOK
Jepxkarb. A camoe cMelHoe, Kak Obl Kopou u CBUHOMAC HU CCO-
pPWIKCH paHbliie, BeaeHue aej Kopoda coBceM He OTIMYaeTcs OT
TOro, Kak BeJ jena CeuHonac. B3tk Tex xe agurreHoB. CBUHO-
rac ye XOTeJl UX MPUBECTU B JEPEBHIO KOI/A-TO, HO JIIOIM BOC-
MTPOTUBUJIUCH.

— YV MeHs B oxpane aurreHbl. OHU OTJIMYHBIE PAOOTHUKH. . .

— He torna, korga otoupaiot padoty u ey y Jiojieit! — Haxmy-
pusics [lypo. — OcobenHo ceityac!

JIuc 3acMmestics U MPUMUPUTENBHO TIOAHSIT PYKH:



— M1 yxe MHOTO pa3 310 o0cyxaanu. He Oynem u HauYMHATB.

[Ilypo noxain rieyaMu: Kak XO4ellb.

— Kcratn, o Benvkane, — ¢ Josieil 3aBUCTU MTPOrOBOPUIT TOP-
roBell. — DTO MpaB/ia, YTO MeY B €r0 TPy YChIIIaH AParolieHHO-
cramu’?

[lypo ¢eipkHYI:

— Thl TOXE HEe M3MEHWICS — 3Haelb Oosnbiie MeHs. [Iputom
YTO S TYT KUBY.

— Toproeen o0si3aH 3HaTh MHOroe. HaxwBa Oe3 3HaHUS
HEBO3MOKHA, — YCMEXHYJICSI TOICTBIMH Tyoamu Jluc.

— MHe Bcerzia He HPaBIJIOCh OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 TeX, KTO C TO-
0011 TUMH. .. 3HAHUAMU JIeNTuIcs, — Me[yieHHo ckasau [lypo.

— 3HaHue CTOJb IIEHHAsI Belllb, YTO €r0 He 3a30pHO J00bIBATh
U3 M0O0TO UCTOYHMKA, — JIMC CHOBA CKpUBWII IyOBl B TOTOOUH
YIIBIOKH.

Piomcu ynuBmiiack. [Toxoxue cioBa 4acto JIoOWT HOBTOPSTh
TOKOWHBIN CTapOCTa.

— Jla m Bama. .. Kak BbI ee 30BeTe. .. [ITua? 1oBobHO Mojie3-
Ha, — MPOAOJIKWI Toproeel. — KaJb, 4To JIIOIM HE MOTYT BpaTh
TOJIBKO JTHEM.

[1ypo mMoya MOKPYTHUII FOJIOBOM:

—T'oBopsT, Mup Ha ipaBe nepxutcs. Tak BOT 4To 51 TeOe cKa-
Ky — uyb Bce 310! Thl Aaxke He mpeAcTaBisellb, YTO TYT TBO-
PUJIOCh, KOT/Ia MOSIBUJIACh 9Ta Mep30CTh Ha HeOe. Beunwlit Jlec, —
BBIPYTAJICS] OH, — CKOJIBKO e ropsi Mbl Hatepresucs! Jlonu you-
BaJM ApyT apyra... CeMbu pacmaaaiuck... MHOrUM ObLIO Jier-



Je yOUTb WM yMEpeTh CaMUM, YeM TpaBy CTeprieTs. Benp 10-
CTAaTOYHO 33/1aTh HYXHbII BOMPOC, U Thl YCIIBIIIUIIIb TO, YETO TaK
0os1ICcs U He XOTes 3HaTh. Te, KTo yMHee, He 3aaBaJli BOIPOCOB,
HO OTHOILIEHU 1 YK€ CTAHOBWJIMCH He Te. HUKTO 1 HUKOTrAa He MOT
MIPEATOJIOKUTh, YTO OT MpaB/bl ObIBAET CTOJIBKO Bpeaa. MHorma
MHE KaKeTCsl, YTO 3TO Xyke roynoaa. Jloau qaeM u3deraior Ipyr
Jpyra, CTOPOHSTCS, MOJTYaT, OOSICh COONTHYTH JIMIIIHETO. A HO-
Ybl0, KOIZIa Thl, HAKOHELI, C KEM-TO CIIOKOMHO MOXEIIIb [TOr0BO-
PUTB, IyMaellib: «A TIoYeMy 3TO OH JTHEM He 3aX0Tesl 00ImaThCs?
3ampbiuisger yero?». Hukro Hukomy He nosepsier. Beunsiit Jlec,
Jia 51 cCaM HU C KEM JTHEM CTapaioch He OOIAThCs.

[1ypo HamonHua cebe Yariky U TYT K€ BBIHIL:

— IHomuuib Pomu?

— IMomH0. OH BMecTe ¢ ToOO¥# yien. Bpoge roBopui, 4to 1o
JKEHYIIIKE C JETUIIIKAMU COCKYYMIICS.

— Tak BOT, CIIpOCWJI OH Yy 3TOW CaMOM KEHYIIKH, XpaHWJa
JIM OHA €My BEPHOCTb, KOIJla OH MecsIlaMU JJoMa He Kujl. [IHem
CIPOCUII — KOT/Ia BpaTh Hesb3s. Kak gymaenib, Kakou OH IOJTy-
YU OTBET?

JIuc npomosyasi, BMECTO OTBETA [OYECaB HOC — HY U, KOHEU-
HO, OOPOJIKY.

— IIpAHCTBOBAI OH MOTOM HECKOJIBKO AHEW, — MPOHOJIKUI
[Iypo, — a Koraa BEpHYJICS, TO 3apyOrJI KeHY U JIeTel, KOTophIe,
BO3MO’KHO, HE OT HETO. A Ha CJIe/1yIolIee YTPO YK€ BUCEN HA COC-
He.

[Ilypo moaHs1 yamky:



— 3a Pomu!

JInc memmn:

— A TBI... CO CBOEH... — OCTOPOKHO Hayaj TOProBell.

— Jla. BeiOopa, Kak Thl MOHUMaEIb, He ObLJIO, — TUXO MPOro-
Bopu Illypo, BeITHpas Karm BuHA ¢ nogdopoaka. — Jlymario,
OHA HUKOTJA YK€ MEHS HE IMPOCTHT.

JIuc noHuMaroIile KUBHYJI U MOJTYa BBIITHJL.

— bputn u takue, yto nonw3y B [Itnie Bugenu. Ipsamo kak
Thl, — poao/ukuiI LIlypo, ocyllMB Yalky v HaJIMB enle. — 3ada-
CTUJIA TIOHAYAJTy K HaM BCSIKHE. .. THIIBL. .. ¥ TIPUBO3IIIU C COOOM
IIJICHHBIX, 3aCTaBJIsIsl paccKa3blBaTh pa3Hble TaiHbl. Ho nmotom u
OHM TIEPECTAII MTPUE3KATh, BE/Ib CAMU MEPEPYTATUCh MEXKY CO-
601i. Bot oHo Kak, apyxwine Jlvc. [IpaBay, MOXeT, U LICHAT, HO
He KaXXJIbIi C HEN JKUTh CMOJXKET.

— Hy a mpomosuath He mpoOoBaju? — IOUMHTEPECOBAJICS TOP-
roBell. — SI3bIK Jepkarh 3a 3y0aMu HUKTO He 3arpelaer.

lypo nokayvasn rojaoBoii:

— A YTO TH JOKaXellb MOJTYAHWEM, eClTi TeOsl CIpOCHT, K
MIpUMEPY, HE MPEeAALb JIA Thi?

Jluc He orBeTmi, Ha yto llypo b ycMexHyJIcs.

— U kaxaplid pa3, Korjga MogHUMAETCsl COJTHIIE, B3JIETaeT 3Ta
Bama [Ituia? — nonHTEepecoBasics TOProBell.

— Vry, — OypKHyJ1 opsiao4Ho 3axmenesimii [lypo. — Jlydie
OBl COJTHIIE HE TOSIBJISIJIOCh, JHEM U O€3 HETO CBETIIO.

OHUM OCMOTpeNU APYT HA Jpyra U OAHOBPEMEHHO MPBICHYIN
CO CMEXY.



B komHary Bonuia ters.

— Jloxuce, noporas, — clerka 3areTaloumMcs S3bIKOM Mpo-
ropopult IIlypo. — MsI elie HEMHOTO NMOCUINM, Tl K€ HE IIPO-
TUB?

— O, Beunniii Jlec, koHeuHO, HeT! — OTBeTW/IA JKEHIIMHA. —
Pa3Bnekanrecs.

Promcu OblTa yBepeHa, UTo yBUjIeNIa Ha JIUIE TeTH HeJJOBOJb-
HOE BBIPAKEHUE, HO OHO MEJIbKHYJIO U Cpa3y MCYe3J0, YCTYIIUB
MECTO MPUBBIYHON TpyCTHOU yibiOke. Kazanoch, HUKTO, Kpome
Piomcu, He 3aMeTu1 3TOTO, a €C/y U 3aMETWI1, TO He TIOJIaJl BULLY.

JIvic MOAHSUT KYBIIIMH U, YBUJEB, YTO TOT MYCT, TOYEMY-TO 00-
paoBaICS.

OH focTan HeB3pauHylo OYTHUIKY M HATWAJ B YAIlIKM T'YCTOR
Oypoii xkuakoct. ClaIkvii apomMar pa3iuics B Bo3ayxe. Yar-
Ky, IJie [IOMEHbIIIe BUHA, PUSATENb TPOTSIHYI Plomcu:

— Ilepku — HEMHOXKO MOXHO. OCOOEHHO TaKOro HaIruTKa.

— 9710 *)e... — npunoaHsin 6posu Llypo. — [lereiickoe!

Piomcu He TpeGoBasock 00bsACHATD, Iouemy Lllypo Tak ynu-
BuIcsl. [lereiickoe BUHO 3HAJIM BCe.

JleBouka MIHOBEHHO OIIyTHJIa apoMar MPsIHOCTEW U Yero-To
JIACKOBOTO U 3HAKOMOTrO. A KOrJa OTIUJa, 10 BCEMY Tely cpazy
ke TpoOexkao TerJIo, CJIOBHO OHA MOMPOOOBaa Ha BKYC COJH-
ue. ['osoBa cierka 3akpykuiack, HO OIIYIIEHUE OKa3al0Ch MPU-
SITHBIM.

— Herelickoe, — yxMbUIbHYJICS Jluc. — BpemeHa Heserkue, BOT
¥ JIOCTAJIOCh MHE TIOUTH JTapoM. B3si Ob1 Oostbinie, — 10OaBUII OH



¢ nocaioil. — Ho MeHs oniepeAnl OuH. .. HEMIPUSATHBINA THII.

— Henerkue? — nosropui Llypo. — 9Tu c10Ba HE ONMUCHIBAIOT
BCEU KYTH.

— CroBa BOOOIIIE peKo MOryT nepenarh Bce. Ha3Banue Ba-
el 1epeBHU — CUaCTIIMBUMKU — HE OUY€Hb-TO MOJXOAMT J1J15I Te-
NIepenIHrX COOBITHI, — cKazan Jluc.

— Ha3panue Benp He BUepa MPUAYyMad, XOTS Thl MpaB, cei-
Yac OHO 3BYYHMT, OyATO HacMmenika. Ho koraa croa npuiuiy nep-
BbIE MTOCEJIEHITH, 51 Obl HE HalllesT Ha3BaHUs1 00J1ee TIOIXO/ISIIETO.
[TpeacTaBs OOpABIIMXCS CIOJA JIIOIEH, KOTOPbIE BUASAT MHOXKE-
CTBO 3/IJaHUM, BBICTPOECHHBIX M3 KaMHs1. Bce mycrtble. 3emiist po-
Js11asi, a psizioM 03epo U peka. Beunsiii Jlec, KoHeuHO, yx 00JTb-
HO OJIM3KO, Hy Tak a rje ero Hety? CYacTIMBYMKY — He MHAYe.

JInuc cornacHo KMBHYIL

— Ia u camo Ha3BaHue CUACTJIMBUYMKM TOXKE CUACTIMBOE, —
[lypo ycmexHyJcs rpu Takor urpe cioB. — HanonoOue Ha3Ba-
HUI B napcTee [ opoxa.

— U uto obmiero?

— 3Haellb IepeBHIO 3arpbl?

— He cabixan.

— A Pokot? — xutpo ynsionysncs lypo.

— Tsl 1 cam 3Haenb, YTO 3HaKW. MBI TaM OKOJIO Mecsla Mpo-
BeJIU. BBIrOIHO TOr/Ia TOproBasu.

— Tak BOT, POKOT panbllie HazbiBasics — 3arpsl. A 3arpamu
JIEPEeBHIO Ha3BaJI ITPEKHUM TOJIOBOPE3, KOTOPHIN TaM BJIACTBOBAIT
— 3arp 3arpeOymmii. Ho korga ero koHKypeHT POkoT 3axBaTui



JepEeBHIO, TO TeperMeHOBaNI ee B cBOW 4ecTh. Cys Mo Helo-
BOJIbHBIM, U POKOTa CKOpO CKMHYT, U CHOBA TMIEPEUMEHYIOT, €C-
JIM OT Tojioia He ympyT, — lllypo HemHoro nomomnyan. — A BOT
CuyactuBumky, Pena, Jlo3za u 1pyrue Ha3BaHUsI HUKTO MEHSTh
He OyJeT, 10 HUX HUKOMY HeT Jiena.

— Ilo uponun, CyacTIMBUMKAM Be3eT cefiyac MEHbIIe, YeM
Toi ke Pene. ['ofoa Tam moka HeT, — cKa3aJl TOPro.ell.

— Pagzymeercs, npu ['opoxe-to, — npusnHai lypo. — Ilorosa-
PHMBAIOT, B €r0 IIApCTBE pajibl BCEM, KTO TOTOB padoTarh. 1 Obl
W caM Tyja HarpaBWJICs, HO J0pora yx OoibHO jaajiekas. Tam,
KOHEYHO, Cy/s IO TeM 3Ke CiIyxam, padoTaelllb TOJIbKO 32 ey, HO
u ['opoxa Toke MOXHO TIOHSITb.

— Ionsrse, goporoii Ilypo, BooOIIe MOKHO BCeX Oe3 UCKITO-
yeHus1. [1oaToMy s crapaioch MOHUMATH JIWIIb TeX, KOTO TIOHH-
Marth BBITOJJHEE [Isl MEHSI, — CJIOBA TOProBIia MPO3BYYaJIu ClIeTKa
BKPa/IUMBO.

— Kak Bcerna. Huuero HoBoro, — papHonymHo orsetu Lly-
PO, TIOCTaBUB OIMYCTEBIYIO YaliKy. — M 410 ke TeOe BhIroqHee
cenyac?

— A TO, 4TO C rOJIOAHBIMU JIIABMU TOProBaTh MOJIE3HEE.

— Ha 310t cuer He Oecriokorics, ceiiyac Tede Be3Jie XOPOIIIOo
Oyzet, — 6e3panoctHo rporopopui [lypo.

— He coBcem. He Bce nepeBHM oguHaKOBbI, — OTBETU JInc,
pasnuBasi B Yalllki BUHO. — Takux JAepeBeHb, kKak CuacTivBYM-
KM, TJI€ TOJIO]I TOJILKO HAUMHAETCSI, HE TaK YK ¥ MHOTO, ¥ 3TO OJJHA
U3 MPUYUH MOETO Tpre3/ia ax ciofa. B OObIIMHCTBE IepeBeHb



¥ TOPOZIOB TOJION yXke Oyiryer BOBCK. [lake MMMO TIPOXOIUTDH
OMACHO — MOPBYT HA 4YacTU. ['OJIOMHBIM JIIOAAM TEPSATh HEYETO.
W y Hux Het crpaxa. ['0noq — BOT €IMHCTBEHHOE UX YYBCTBO.
Hpyr, — TOproBeil cierka U3MEeHWJICS B JIMIIE, 3aJIMIOM BBITW U
cpasy ke MPOJOJIKIIL: — S BUeN, KaK TOoJIIa roJIoJaIx Haopa-
CBIBAETCsI HAa TAKUX XK€ TOPrOBIEB, KaK 5. A €CTb IEPeBHU, KOTO-
pble BHopy KjiagoOuiieM Ha3BaThb. Bouctuny nompxopsiiee Oyaer
Ha3BaHue. Tam BOHsIET cMepThio. MepTBble BJISIOTCS MPSMO Ha
YJAMILIAX, U XOPOHUTh UX HEKOMY, — TOProBel] MOHU3UII IoJIoC. —
Kak nymaemb, gpyr, MeHs JIETKO Hayrarb?

— Her, — orozBasca Llypo.

— A s ucnyrascs, — npusHaicsi oH. — Kissaych Coznatenem,
CKazaTh, YTO 3TO CTPAITHO — HUYETO He CKa3aTh.

JIMC HEeIOBKO MOAHSJICS U3-3a CToJjIA:

— Ioiiny s yxe, — OH clierka TOKJIOHWJICS U JoOaBmit: — Bee
xoTes1 Te0s1 cripocuTh, foporoi Llypo, Thl He kajeelb, 9To Opo-
CHUJI TOPTOBJIIO?

— B HacTosiMM MOMEHT, KaK 3TO HU CTPAHHO, HE KAJIEIO.

JIuc ynuBieHHO MOgHS OpPOBH, MOTIAAUB TOJILKO HOC, O0POI-
Ka ocrajiach 0e3 JIacKH.

—IIpoctu MeHs1, IpyT, HO HAXKUBATLCS HA TOPEe — 3TO. .. HeTpa-
BWIBHO, — oTBeTwI [Ilypo. — OcoOGeHHO Kor/ia JIIoau yMHPAIOT ¢
TOJIONY.

— 3Haerb, 4T0o roBopsaT yeptu? Eciau Obl M0aM HE JOTKHBI
ob ymupath, Cosnarens cienan Obl uX 6ecCMEepTHBIMU, — Ha
ITyXJIOM JIMLIE TOPrOBLA MMOSBAJIACHh HETIPUATHAS YXMbUIKA. — [To-



JQyMai HaJ| 3TUM, J10poro Apyr. B ux cioBax ecTb HEMHOIO UC-
THHBI, — YJIBIOKA CIIOJI3JIA C JIMIIA TOpProBia. — Hacyer HerpaBuib-
HO. [{o7ro ThI CO CBOEIA. .. CITPaBeVIUBOCTHIO MTPOXKUBEIIb HA Of1-
HUX 3aTUpyxax u Jienemkax u3 jedeawp? [lypo, B Mupe Bceraa
XBaTaJo iepbMa U rpsizu U Bcerga Oyaet xBararb. U s ceituac He
00 VicTIpaXXHEHHAX U Pa3MOKIIIEH OT JOX/s TIOYBe.

Jluc erie pa3 MOKJIOHWIICSA, TIPEeXe YeM yiuTu. [IBepb 3a HUM
3aXJIONHYJIach C MIyXUM cTyKoM. [loBucio Momyanue.

Piomcu peminia, 4To 10/KHA YTO-TO CKA3aTh:

— Henerko emy. Toprosity, KOTOpbI HE MOXET JITATh.

— Emy? Jlucy Bce paBHO. CKOJIBKO s €O TIOMHIO, a 9TO JIeT
Kyza 6osbilie, yem Tede, OH HUKOTa He JIraj.

— HomxHO ObITh, OH OYEHb XOPOIIHIA YeOBEK, — MPEIOIIO-
*wa Promen.

— Promcu, He Bcerja 4esoBeK, FOBOPSIIMI HeNpaBay — IUIO-
xoil. Tak e, Kak 4eJIoBeK, TOBOPSIIHIA MIPaBay, He 00s3aTeIbHO
xoporui, — Bo3pasui 1lypo.

— Bbl Beib HaMepeHHO coBpayid Bpakku o ToM monymecsilie,
YTO TOJIOBY TTPOOUJI.

— A ot Te0s1 HuUero He yTauiib, f1a? — xmbIkHYI [ypo, Ho Ge3
371006l. — TakuM cocoOOM $ MbITAICH €ro 0de3onacuTb. Beap
OH HE B Mepy JOOOMBITHEIA. f 1 Tak He pa, uyTo Bpakku Tam
kpytutcs. Ho BpemeHa Takue, puxoauThCsi B3POCIIETh PaHbIIIe.

OH HEMHOTO MOMOJTYaJI ¥ CIIPOCUJL:

— Kak Tebe y Hac xuBeTcs?

— Xopouio.



— 4 pan. Mo xeHa... — HayaJl OH, UMesl B BUIy TeTO. — B
o01eM, He CepAnCh Ha Hee, €€ TOXKE MOKHO MOHSTb.

— Ilouemy s HOJIKHA HA HEE CEPAUTHLCA? — NeJIAaHHO YIMBUJIACh
Promcu, X0OTs Ha caMOM Jiejie OHa BCE XOPOLLO MOHSAIA.

Ee Bonpoc Bei3Bas Ha jmiie [lypo cnabyio yiabiOky:

— ThbI XOpoIIas AeBOYKa, YMHAs1, U Mbl COBCEM HE ITPOTUB, YTO
ThI )KUBEIb C HAMH, — OH TTOMOJTYaJ 1 MHOTO3HAYMTEIbHO 100a-
BuJI. — Bee MBI

Piomcu HEpBHO CIJIOTHYJIA:

— Haxe tera?

— Jaxe TBOsI Tets, — ynabiOHycs [llypo. — [ToBeps, ecim Obl
OHa Ha caMOM JieJie He XOTelna, To Tedst Obl 371eCh He ObLIO.

Piomcu, 00ymbiBasi ero cjioBa, BEpHY/Iach B CBOI0 KOMHATY.
OHa xotena nocraparbcsi yCHYyTh. OT BUHA CJI€TKa KPYy(KWIAacCh
roJIoBa.

3aBTpaImHuil IeHb J0JDKEH ObUT CTaTh MHOTOOOCIHAIOIIIM.
Kup uto-To npuagymani.

Boitns B komHaty, ProMcu noHsina, 4yto He ogHa. Bo3ie okHa
CTOSIJIA TETA.

— Kak BMHO? — pe3Ko crpocuiia JKeHIIMHA, He 000pauynBasich
K HEM.

— Ters... — Hauana Piomcu, HO Ta He Jajia el JI0rOBOPUTh:

— XOofAT Clyxu, MOKOMHBIA cTapocta nmomorai BaM. U ko-
Ia €ro... He CTaJlo, MOTY MPeJCTaBUTh, KaK HEJIErKO MPUIILIOCh
Baiieil cembe. OcoOeHHO OeqHeHbKOM Promcu. Bac Benp yacto



Buaenn BMecte. CKoIbKO TeOe Obuto? A, HE BakHO. YK€ TO-
/12, HeOOCh, HPABUJIMCh MYKUYHMHBI TTOCTAPIIIE, — TOJIOC KESHITH-
HBI CTaJI TIOXO/IUTh Ha mureHue. — Emie pa3 1eds1, Mpasb, YBUKY
BO3JIE CBOETO MY’Ka, IJ1a3a Bbillapanai. Thl nmoHsiia?

PromMcu He mMoryia BUIeTh BbIpakeHHUE JIUIIA TETH, HO THEBHBIN
rOJIOC HE OCTaBJIsI COMHEHUM — OHA HE IITYTHT.

— Yro 51 BaMm caenana? — nporosopuiia Promcu.

— Jlenaems Bua, 4yTO He MOHUMaelb? S cefiuyac 0OBACHIO, —
MPOIINIIENA TEeTs, 3AMaxXHYBIIKCH 715 yapa.

Ho B nocnemnuii Mur 3aposkaia u oOHsIa JIEBOUKY.

PromMcu oliryTusia ee ciie3bl Ha CBOEH IIeKe.

— IIpoctu mens1, autsi. KoHeyHo ke, Thl HU B YeM He BUHOBA-
Ta, — phiAasia TeTs. — [IpocTu MeHsl, HeCYacTHYIO.

Piomcu To)e 0OHsIIa TETIO, TeIO KOTOPOM B3APArfBajo OT Phl-
TaHWM:

— He BonHy#ics, TeTs, s HUKOTrAa Ha TeOsl He oOMkKaiach, —
MPOroBOPHJIA AEBOYKA, TJIsISI B OKHO.

3a OKHOM CTOf1JIa HOYb.

[Truiier [paBasl 1aBHO yxke He ObLIO.

2

Promcu nieperiarnysia uepe3 pasjaraiomneecs TeJIo KeHIUHbIL.
Yem Onvke OHM TIOIOMPATIHICH K YTIABIIIEMY BEJIMKAHY, TeEM OOJIb-
1116 MEPTBBIX BUIEH. Tesa jieskany NoBCIoLy, HO ObLTM HETPOHY-
THIMU, JaXe TOTyMECSIIbl UTPAJTU CepeOpSIHBIM CBETOM Ha COJH-



e, ¥ 3TO HacTopaxuBaio. Kup u bpakku Toxe He cTajiu ocra-
HABJIMBATKCS, YTOO «OOOKPACTh» MEPTBHIX, 3a 4TO Promcu Moi-
YaJauBO noodarogapuia ux.

— BoH TaMm, — yKa3aJ najiblieM TOJICTSK.

— Ho apIpa cimimkom y3kas, — BO3MYTHIICS Bpakku.

— A n714 4gero, Tymaens, st Bac 6pan? — orpesan Kup.

— S nyman, uz-3a TOro, 4yto y TeOsl cJlOMaHa pyKa, — HeyBe-
PEHHO NpoMAMJINI Bpakku.

— Her. 4 3Han, 4o 4 Tyga He pose3y, IOTOMY 4TO CJIUIIKOM
TOJICTBIM, — CIIOKOMHO Ipu3Has Kup.

— JJom crapocTsl, — Piomcu BeaBriia mogooue yasioku. — fc-
HO, TIOYEMY Thl PACCUMTHIBACIL TYT MOKUBUTHCS.

Piomcu ycriena 3a0bITh, Kak BBIJISIEN JOM CTApPOCTBI U3HYT-
pH, XOTb ¥ IPOBOJMWJIA 3[E€Ch MHOTO BpeMeHH paHblie. K ceoemy
cThiy, Pomcu mo3abbiia MHOTOE, YeMy OH yUHJI, HO HUKOT/Ia He
3a0bIBajIa €ro 100POTHI.

— MbI MOXEM PUCKHYTh OJIUH pa3, U OOJIbIlle HAM HE MOTpe-
OyeTcs J1a3uTh MO pa3BajMHaM, — Kup roBopuit yBepeHHO, pa3Be
YTO €ro IJ1a3a BbIJaBaJIM KaKoe-TO BHYyTPEHHee OECIIOKOMCTBO. —
Cam ke pacckasblBasl O CBOEM O3€pe.

— JIoM myCTyeT yxke JaBHO, — OTO3BaJICS bpakku, — He Jymalo,
YTO TaM OCTAJIOCh YTO-TO LIEHHOE.

— MHe U3BECTHO, UTO TaM HAXOJUTCS IIKaTYyJIKa, a B HEW KpU-
crayu1 — llenuymmii kunsxain, — orBetus Kup.

— Beunlii Jlec, s cam Tyaa He 1ose3y, — NporoBopui bpakku.

— Her Bpemenu crioputs ! — noBeicuiia rosioc Promen. — Ionesy



s1.

OHa mnonuia K pa3BajiiHaM MOl MOJYAJIMBBIMUA B3[JISIIaMA
MaJTbuMIIIeK.

— Thl Beib 3HAJI, YTO S TyJa HE MPOJIE3Y. .. — YCIIbIIIIajla OHa,
kak bpakku obparmics k Kupy, HO oTBeTa yxe He pazoOpana.

OTpHUHYB COMHEHMS1, OHA MOJIE3]Ia BO MPaK.

3a0paBiuch B ablpy, Plomcu OykBajbHO yrmaja B KOMHAry,
KOTOpasi HAaXOAWJIach YK uyepecuyp HU3Ko. OHa MouyBCTBOBaIa
0/l HOTaMH TBEPILYI0 IOBEPXHOCTh, HO HUUYETO HE BUAENA U3-32
TEMHOTBI.

— D710 Bpoje MojBaj, — OyATO yraJaB e MbICIH, MPOKPUYIA
cBepxy Kup.

HeymuBurensHo. [lepexon U3 xkapsl B X0JI0J OKa3aJcs AOCTa-
TOYHO PE3KUM.

— He ynmm6nacs? — mpocyHyB rojioBy, Cpocuii Bpakkw.

Piomcu nogHsna B3msAn. [pipa, uepe3 KOTOpyl0 CMOTpENH
MaJIbYMKHM, HATOMUHAJIA MTOJIHYIO JIYHY.

— Bpone Her, — nporoBopuina ona. — Hagerocs, y Bac ectb Be-
pEeBKa.

Kup Bbipyrascs, moMuHas 4epTa, 1 4To-TO MPOBOpYAJ B OT-
BET.

Jlaske BHYTpH 4yBCTBOBAJIACh TPYITHASI BOHb, MAJIO TOI'O — BO-
HS1JIO HAMHOT'O CUJIbHEE, YEM CHapyKHU. [ 1a3a HEMHOIO MPUBBIK-
JIW, U BHYTPU OKA3aJIOCh Ha YAMBJIEHUE CBETJIO: M3-3a MPOOUBAIO-
HIMXCS Yepes LIesu Jtyden coHia. [log Horamu Xpycrenu OcKo-
KM KaMHS M CTEKJIA.



PioMcH, OCTOpOKHO CTynasi — He XBarajio Mope3aTbcsl, — ILia
IO MOABAJLY, IJ1a3a YKE COBCEM IPUBBIKJIN, U B3IJIA IIOYTH CPa-
3y HATKHYJICS HA JIeKAlUU TPyl B CUHEM OfiesiHMU. Piomcu cra-
JI0O HEMHOTO He 1o cebe. Han pa3myTeiM TesioM KpyKUIU MyXH.
VY MeprBena KpacoBaJicsl Ha Ilee 4yJOBUIIHBIN 1ipaM. Promcu
CKOJIb3HYJIA B3IJISIAOM I10 €ro CMHeMy xauiaTy. “KaudecTBo ogex-
JIbl OTMEHHOE™, — MEJIbKHYJIA COBCEM HETIOAXOAAIASA MBICIIb.

[oxoxe, aakoHel. OTKyza OH 311€Ch B35JICS ?

— Bce OyneT xopoiio, — Tuxo mpodopmoTaiia Promcu, Hazesich
IIOIABUTH HAPACTAIOLIMN CTPax.

Psanom ¢ aakoHLIEM Jiexkana IIKaTyJIKa.

— Kaxercs, Hanuia! — BckpukHyJia Piomcu.

— OTAMYHO; TIOUIIIX eI1le YTO-HUOYAb IIEHHOE U, TI0 BO3MOX-
HOCTH, HeOobInoe! — oto3Basicst Bpakkw.

Piomcu nipucena v OTKpbUIa IIKATYJIKY. BHyTpu sexan oct-
PbIil KpUCTAILT, IOXOKUM HA OCKOJIOK JIb/Ia, KOTOPBIA COBCEM HE
noxoau1 Ha KuHxkajid. Ho oHa MmoHsiIa, 4To 3TO OH, M BbIHYIA.
Kpucrasmr okazazcs Tskenee, yem npeanosaraia Promcn.

Ho Gnaronaps Koxxe, HAMOTaHHOM, CJIOBHO Ha PYKOSITH HOXa,
OH OTJIMYHO JIOKUJICA B pyKy. lllenuyiiumii KuHxan nepenvpaics
HEBEPOSATHO OOraThIMK OTTEHKAMH KPACHOT'O, 3aBOPAKUBAST CBO-
el KpacoTor. PIoMcH HEOXOTHO OTBENA OT HErO B3I U MOJ0-
1IUIa K O/IHOU U3 CTEH, I/Ie OTOBUHYJIA KYCOK KaMHA. VI3 TaHMKa
J0CTasa CKPYyUEHHBIN JIUCT OyMaru U HECKOJIbKO MEIIOYKOB.

— [Ipoctu. Thl ObI MEHS MOHSI, — ITPOIIIETITaNIa OHA C TTeYaJTbio
B I'OJIOCE.



Promcu o6Bena B3MISIOM CcTeHbl. Ha HEeKOTOphIX elre BU-
Heqch pucyHku. CTapocTa paccKasblBall, UYTO OHM OECIICHHBI.
Piomcu He MOHMMaJIa UX IEHHOCTH, HO C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM JTIOOMIIA
pasmsaabpBaTh. CBET Majai Ha TOMy Oe3/IMKUX CYIIECTB, KOTO-
pbie caxanu jaepeBbsi. Elle Ha ofiHON MOXHO ObLTIO pa3IiisijieTh
YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM MOJTyYall Me4 OT KAKMX-TO TPOMAJIMH. . . WU
9T0 ObLT pebeHoK? Piomcu B3IJIsHY A HA CIIEAYIONIYI0 KapTUHY
1 3acTbula. OHa IOMHMIIA €€, HO JIMILIb CeYac OCO3HaJIA CMBbICI
pucynka. Her, ato s coBnanenue, He 6onee! Ha crene Hapu-
COBAJIM MUHUATIOPHBIE JIOMa, HA KOTOPBIE yIajl YEJIOBEK C KPbI-
absiMu. VI3 rpynu yenoBeka Topyai Meu.

Bnpyr coBceM psaom pasnaics 3ByK. PioMcu orisiHynach — u
3aKpUvaa.

YT0o-TO BHYTPM TYYHOI'O KMBOTa MEPTBELA 3a[BUTAJIOCH.
Cnuiikom Oonbitioe 1yist yepBeid. Y Temeph OHO MOM3/I0 B €ro
uiee. ['onoBa MepTBena JepHy/iIach, a BO PTY YTO-TO 3aXOAUJIO.
OH HarmoOMMHAJT YeJI0BeKa, y KOTOPOTo YTO-TO 3aCTPsyIO B 3y0ax,
Y OH HEPBHO MBITAETCS BBIKOBBIPATH 3TO A3BIKOM. B ciienyomui
MHUT T'OJIOBA TPYIa C HEYEJOBEUECKOM IJTABHOCTBIO TOBEPHYJIACH,
U yepes poT — pa3pbiBasi €ro 1 BbAABINBAsI 3yObl — BBLIE3JIO, M0-
XOXKee Ha KPbICMHOE, pbliblie. Bce B kKpoBu u rycroil xkuxe. Cy-
HIECTBO MPUHIOXAJIOCH U MTOBEPHYJIOCH K HEW, CJIOBHO YKOPSIsl.

PromMcu cpazy ke BCHOMHWIA ypo[la — TBapb nojapocia. Bor
YK Mep3Kasl aakOHCKasi Kpbica!

— Promcn?! — pazpasics rosnoc bpakku.

Cy11ecTBO NOKOCHIIACh HA MAJIbUMKA, 3aIJ1s1IbIBABILIETO CBEP-



Xy, 3aTeM CHOBa MepeBesio B3UIAA Ha Pomcn.

— Yro cayumiiocs?! — nmpokprvan bpakku, MpocoBbIBas rojo-
BY BHYTDb.

— S TyT TOUHO TIOCeel0, — MporoBopuiia PoMcu 1 B310XHYJIa.
Ho uyBCcTBO TpeBOru HUKyAa He UCUYE3JI0, a HAIPOTUB — CEpALe
3a0UJI0CH €I1Ie CHUIIbHEE.

N Tyt BHyTpU ProMmcu Bce 1oxononeno, a HepBbl CAAIA OKOH-
yarebHO, KOrJla OHA CHOBA B3MJISIHYJIA HA CYIIECTBO. YTOJKHU
€ro pra Me/JIHHO TIOTUTBLI B CTOPOHBI M BBEPX, PACTSIHYBIIIUChH
B MEP3KOM TOI00MH YesloBeYeCKOr YIIbIOKH. Kphickl He nvenu
KJIBIKOB. W yX TOYHO KPBICHI HE MOTJIM TaK YJIIOAThCS.

TBapb MOTHOCTHIO BBUIE3JIA U3 TPyIa. Y Hee He ObUIO HU TY-
JIOBUINA, HU JIall — Cpa3y W3 IIeu POCIIH IIIyTabila, TOX0XKKEe Ha
MHOKECTBO XBOCTOB, KOTOpPBIC M3BUBAJINCh, KaK 3Men. Heoxu-
JAaHHO W3 BCEX YIJIOB W IIeJIed IMOIMOM3/IA MOI00HbIE TBApH —
MeHbIIIE pa3MEepPOM M TOJIBKO C JBYMS 3MEernOI0OHBIMU KOHEY-
HOCTSIMM, OCTaBJISAA 3a COOOH OJIECTAIME MOJIOCKU ciim3n. TBa-
pH CJIerka HamoMUHAJIH ITyTOJIOBKOB. Kora orpoMHoe cymiecTBo
B3pEBEJIO, MEJIKME OCOOM 3aIUINaIM B OTBET, IYCTh M HE B CUJIaX
niepekpruyaTh ero.

Piomcu 3actbuia, 605Ch MOIIEBETUTHCS, OyATO Oe31eicTBre
MOIJIO ee 0Oe30macuTh. bosbinas TBapb pe3KO pa3BepHYJIach U
ucyeslia, «HIPHYB» B POT Tpyma. MepTBoe TeJlo Hayasio mojpa-
ruBath. M BAPYr MOKOMHMK MOAAJICS BIIEpe] HACTOIBKO HEOXKHU-
JaHHO, 4TO PlomMcu B3ApOrHyIa.

D70 BHIBEJIO €€ U3 OIeTICHEH!sI, CKOBABIIIETO y’KacoOM BCe Te-



JI0.

Menkue 6e30eCTBOBANIH, JEPKACh BJIATH, CIIOBHO OOSITUCH
TIOTIACTD TIOJ] TOPSIYYIO PYKY TpPYIa, KOTOPBIH, IIaTasiCh, MPOIIENT
HECKOJIBKO I11ar0B U 3aCThL.

—3i?! Yro Tam takoe?! — KpUKHY1 cBepxy Kup.

PromMcu kpaem rasa 3ameTuia, Kak bpIakku, BUIEBIIUM TO ke,
4TO W OHA, ITOOJIEIHE.

—9i?! Yro tam npoucxoqut? — 3aopan Kup cuiibHee.

Promcu 3akpryana B orBeT. Ho OT4asiHHBIN CTpax nmpeBpaTHiI
ee royioc B HepazoopurBbii sierieT. K Heit miaran meprsent. Cyire-
CTBO LIUIO TIOKAQYMBAsICh, CIIUIIIKOM MEeJJIEHHO, CIIMIIIKOM HeecTe-
CTBEHHO, psAMO Ha Hee. Ho Bpsj Jiu ero MeIMTeIbHOCTh CTAHET
poOIeMO 7151 TOTO, YTOO MOWMATh KePTBY. 31eCh COBCEM HET
CBOOOJHOTO MECTa, & MEPTBOE TEJIO OTHEISIIO €€ OT BBIXO/A.

PioMcH Kpenko ckasia KWHXal B JPOKAIIUX PyKaxX, HalTPaBUB
ero B cTopoHy cyiectBa. OHo noponuio yxe Onu3zko. Menkue
HO-TIpeXKHEMY JIMIIIb HaOo1am. PloMcl rpoMKo 3aopasia | 1o-
Oexana Ha maraiomuil Tpyn. OHa 1eauIach B TOJIOBY, Jake He
3Hasl, MPUYMHUT JIK 3TO KAKOW-TO Bpell YK€ MEPTBOMY TeJy.

CymiecTBo 3aMaxHyJI0Ch. Yaap oopymmicsa Ha Piomcu Hege-
POSITHO OBICTPO, B Ipy/ab. JleBouka ymasa Ha KojieHu. B omep3u-
TEeJbHBIX MYTHBIX IJ1a3aX MEPTBElla OTPA3UIOCh €€ UCKAKEHHOe
60sb10 Ju10. TBaph BHIIVISHY/IA N30 PTa MEPTBOM TOJIOBHI U 3a-
nuiana. ProMcu nokasasnoch, 4To oHa OIyTHIIa 3I00HOe Hacsa-
JKJleHue, 3ByuaBliiee B nmucke. OHa 4yTh He NOAABUJIACH PBOTOM
ot BoHM. Ee BbIpBasIO.



9710 ee crnaco.

Tpyn, ygapuB ¢ HEBEPOSATHOM CKOPOCTBHIO, MPOMAXHYJICA.
PromMcu kperue cxaia KuHxajl u nogHsuiacb. Ho Huuero He ycre-
JIa cyienath, MOJyYUB CAeAYIOIIMI yaap U OOJbHO BPE3aBIIUCh B
cTeHy. TBapp 3aMaxHyJach CHOBA M Y€ Hanpasuiach Kk Promcu,
HO TpeAbIAYyIIAs aTaka 3ajesa oqHy u3 Oayok. Pasmascs rpoxor,
BCE MOCHINAIOCh. XOPOIIO, YTO PIOMCH OTIIBBIPHYJIO B APYTYIO
cropoHy. OHa CTyKHYJ/Iach O CTEHY M Ha MTHOBEHUE MOYTH MOTe-
psna co3Hanue. [lagas, neBouka NMpUKpbUIach pykamu. Eciu Obl
HE 3TO, OHa cojipasia Obl JIUTIO.

Promcu omyTria BHe3anmHbIN O0JI€3HEHHBIN TOTYOK B OOK.

[lo ee nuiy nmoreksia KpoBb. PioMcu mombiTanack NpUIiof-
HATBHCS, YyBCTBYS ropsiuyio Biary Bo pry. Ilepea rmazamu mo-
TemHes0. Kaxapli B3I0OX NaBajiCsl C TSOKKUM TpyaoM. Promcu
W30 BCEX CHJI CTapajlach He MOTepsITh CO3HAHUE, 3TO Obl 3HAYM-
70 cMepTh. OHa cMOprHyJia BbI3BaHHbIE 00JIbIO ciie3bl. CTaBiue
BHE3AITHO HEYKJTIOKMMU MaJIblbl [Japanajid HOI'TSIMU CTEHY, I1bl-
TasiCh 32 YTO-TO YXBAaTUThCA. PIOMCH CKOJIB3HYNIA B3MISAOM IO
cymiectBy. Tpyn Jiexas, yCTaBUBIIUCH Ha Hee C yIbIOKOU. JIuiib
KOIZla B3MJIsA[L HEMHOTO MPOsICHWICA, PloMcH NOHsIa, 4To MpH-
HsJIa 32 yIBIOKY PBaHYIO paHy Ha €ro JIMIIE.

B rosnoBe ryneno, 1 oHa He cpa3y pa3odpaiia KpUkd, JOHOCUB-
IIMECS CBEPXY.

Ha tom mecre, rae nexana ProMcu, Baisyioch HECKOJIBKO Jipa-
rorieHHbIX kKamHer. Ho ceituac Obu10 He 10 HuX. CTpax cuiibHee
*aaHocTh. OHa BCIOMHWIIA CBOM K€ CJIOBA: MEPTBBIM LIEHHOCTH



He HykHbl. M 3170 Kup roopui?

Tpyn 3aBanuio, a MEJIKUX CYIIECTB OHA He BUjeIa. ITO ObLT
IIaHC.

PiomMcu cHOBa nonbITajach NOAHATHCSA U BCKPUKHYJIA, YBUEB
TOpYAIYI0 y Hee U3 OOKa PYKOSATh KMHKAJA.

— Promcn, Tel kmBa?! — Mpo3By4al BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN ronoc Ku-
pa. — Jless clozia, moka Tedst He 3aBajiJIo!

W3 npIpbl-TTyHBI CBEPXY CITYCTHJIACh BEPEBOYHAS JIECTHUIIA.

— Promcu?! Yepr 6b1 TeOst moOpan! Piomcu?! Ot30Buch! Thi
CJIBIIMIIL MEHS?!

Eil npunuiock CriaoTHYTh, MPEKE YEM 3arOBOPUTD.

— Ceituac, — esie IpOCTOHAJIA OHa.

Ho Kup, noxoxe, ee yciblman.

— [IpocTo kpenko yXBaTuCh, s caM TeOsI BBITAIILY, — YBEPEHHO
MIPOrOBOPHII OH.

YemocTh Tpyna BIaXHO TPECHYJA, U PioMcH, OIISIHYBIIKCH,
YBUJIENA, KAK U3 AbIPbI B €70 T'OJIOBE M0Ka3a1ach KOHEYHOCTb TBa-
py. DTO 3peMILE PE3KO NMPUIATIO CHJL.

Kunkasn oHa He craja BBITACKMBATh, IOHUMAsI, YTO Ceiuac
3TOTO JIyYllle HE [Ie/1aTh, €CJIM OHA HE XOYET UCTEUb KPOBbIO.

JleBouKa MpUIOIHsLIaCh, HE OTPbIBasi B3IVIAAA OT TPyIMa, KO-
TOPBII 320KJT HOTaMHU, TIBITASICh BHIOPATHCS U3-TIOM TPY/Ib KAMEH-
HBIX 00JOMKOB. Yaactes i emy 310? He moxoxke. Ho ceftuac
Piomcu yxe He Bepuiia B TO, 4YTO BOZMOKHO M UTO HE BO3MOKHO.
Eif Hy’)HO ycrieTb 1oOpaThCs JI0 BHIXO/A MPEXKIE, YeM TBAPh [0
Hee nooepercsl.



Ot HanpsiKeHUs ee CHOBA €/1Ba HE CTOLIHWIO. XOTh 3PEHHE
CJIETKa 3aTyMaHWJIOCh, PIOMCH 3aMeTriia, 4To K TPyMy Havajliu
CHOJI3aThCsl BHE3AMHO MOSIBUBIIMECS] CHOBA MEJIKUE TBapHU.

PioMcu Tskeno Apliiana, U KaxIpld B3AOX CONPOBOXKAAN-
cs1 BKycoM KpoBH. Kaxapii mar 6omeio. Ha Horax oHa crosiia
HETBEPIO, HO UATH MorIa. OHa HalpaBUJIach K BEPEBKE, YKE HE
oOpaiiass BHUMaHUs Ha BU3r yygosuil. “Haneioch 310 He JIyH-
Has Jlopokka Ha TOT CBET , — LlapalHyJla MeJIbKHYBILIAsl MbICIIb,
B KOTOpOU Bce ke OblTa Karuist ooneryenus. JIeBouKy yxe Tpsic-
JI0 OT OOJK, KOTJ]a OHA TIPeojiojieBalia OCTaTOK MmyTu. HecmoTpst
Ha XOJIO/1, Ha JIUIIE MPOCTYIMII MOT.

Piomcu cMmotpena Jiiib BHEpe], MBITAsACh MOIHATh HETO-
ciyiHble pyku. Kpenko cxBaruiia BEpeBKY ¥ IOUyBCTBOBAJIa HA-
TSKEHUE.

— BBepx, — MOHOTOHHO noBTOpsiIa Plomcu. — Beepx.

JleBouka nocneiHui pa3 B3MIsSIHY/Ia Ha TpyIl. Menkue ocoou
TPBI3JIU MIEKH, MTOAOOPOIOK, YETIOCTh, MBITAsCh OCBOOOAUTD CY-
ecTBo. PioMcH MoHsiIa, YTO 3TOT KOIIMap ellie J0Iro OyaeT en
CHMTBCHL.

Kup tammn ee Hapepx. OHa ciipliiaja, Kak ero JbIXaHUe Bbl-
PHIBAJIOCh MEKJIY CKAThIX 3yOOB, TEM HE MEHee OH He YITyCKall
BO3MOKHOCTH BBIPYraThCsl IPU KaxaA0M pbiBKe. [louemy-To oH
OBbLT OJVH.

Jlepkarbesl 32 BEPEBKY CTOMJIO HEMAJIbIX YCUJIMM, HO KaxJa
BBUKUTH MpHUJaBajia Cul. berisHka 0osiack, 4TO B MOCEIHUNA
MOMEHT TBapb-TPYIl YXBATUT €€ 3a HOTY, HO, K CYACThIO, Orace-



HUs1 HE OlpaBajivchk. PioMcu noTsiHynach BBepx u cxBaruiia Ku-
pa 3a pyKy, OCTaBMB Ha 3aIlSICTb€ MaJIbuKa KPOBABBIE CIICbI.

3a To BpeMsi, UTO OHA HAXOIWJIACh BHU3Y, 00JIaKa CIyCTHIIUCh
Y Ha yJIuIle IOTEMHENO — He0O pa3pasuyioch MOJTHUSIMU U I'PO-
MoM. Ho Promcr He cblinana HU 3ByKa, KpoMe kaJIoOHOTO BOSI
Yy/IOBUII] BHU3Y.

OHa ynasia Ha CIMHY U JOTPOHYJIACh BSUIBIMM TPSICYIIUMUCS
naJyibliaMu JI0 KuHXausia B 60Ky. bonu He Ob110. TO XOPOIIIO Win
J10X0?

XOTh COJHIIE CKPBUIOCH, HO, BBIOPABIIUCH HapyxKy, Poomcu
AKMYpHJIach OT CBETA.

— Yeproa uepToBLIMHA, — BbIpyrajcs Kup ¢ HenoymeHuem B
rosioce. — Jlaxxe mpeacraBuTh cede He Mor... S, KOHeYHO, 3Hall
— MUECTOTY, NPOKJIATHIE. .. [la u Buaen Besikoe. .. Ho Bot Takoe!
UYro 310 6BLIO?

— I'ne Bpakku? — cnpocuna oHa, TAKENO AbIIIA U TMbITAACh
MPUNTOJHSATHCSI.

Kup nomennmi ¢ orBeTom:

— ] 6BI MOT CcKa3aThb, YTO OH oOeXkaJ 3a mogMoron. Ho He mo-
ry. Yeprosa IItunia B Hebe. — OH MONOKUI PyKY el Ha IJ1e4o. —
He BcraBaii, jiexwu, 4To0 He BcTeub KpoBblo. M He oOukaricst Ha
HETo, 51 ¥ CaM UCITyTaJICs 10 YEPTUKOB.

— 3a yto MHe Bce 310?! YeM s 310 3aciyxkuna?! — OTYassHHO
3aKkpuyaia Promcu.

Ona KpHuasia u30 BceX OCTaBIIMXCS cujl. be3 BcxmnbiBaHMiA
v cie3. Jluib Kpuk.



Kup crosit nepen Hell Ha KOJIEHSIX M OCTOPOKHO Kacajicsl ee
y3paHeHHOro Teja. OH HEJOBKO MPUIIOIHSIT €M OfIEK Ay, U ProM-
CH 3au1uIiena ot O0JIM: TKaHb MPUKJIEWIACh K 3aCOXIIEN paHe.

— Kup, yx npocrty, 4To 5 %Kajayoch, — ONbITAIaCh OHA MOLTY-
TUTb U, K CBOEMY CThI/ly, UyThb HE 3aIljIaKkasia Nepe MaJIbUMIIKOM.

Promcn HeoxxumaHHo 17151 ceOs1 3amMeTHIa, Kakue Msrkue y Ku-
pa npukocHoBeHUsl. C KaKOM HEXHOCTBIO OH O Hel 3a00TUTCSI.
Bcs HernpusizHb K 3TOMY MaJIbuMKy OeccieiHo ucnapuiachk. Vc-
4e3Jio Aaxe HanpsokeHue Mexay Humu. Cepaile 3a0110Ch ObICT-
pee.

OHu cMmoTpenu Jpyr Ha Jgpyra B HEJIOBKOM MOJYAaHWM, HE
3Hasl, YTO CKa3aTh.

Promcu npunoaHsuiace. . .

— He BcraBai, 4to ThI?.. — mporoBopui Kup.

..M moriesoBasia ero B ryosl. IlonenoBana no-Hacrosiemy.

—3710... 310 OBUIO HE 00sA3aTENBHO, — poMsiMIIIT Kup, Kpac-
Hesl, Kak OypsK.

— 3Hamw.

PromMcr ouymuioch, 9To BOBCE Y HETO He THUIIbIE 3yOHl, a Oe-
Jible U Kpenkue. Bosockl MaiiburKa Ka3aauch 'yCTbIMUA U KPacH-
BbIMU. Eii Hayasio mepernmrbes, 6ynro Kup mokpacHen HacTo b-
KO, YTO BO3[yX BOKPYI €ro Teja Hadal IuaBuThcsa. CKBO3b 3Ty
psIOb BU/IHENHICH JIBE TOUKH I[BETA YXOJSIIIEro COJTHIIA.

Ho nasnbie Piomcu norepsiia co3HaHue.
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Aaxkonel1 orctaBui pakes. BuiTanmp KaMeHb, U3BJIEK U3 Taul-
HUKa CBEpHYTHII MEpPraMeHT U pa3BepHyI. B cBeTe orus nepen
HUM KpacoBajiach Kapta. Hefonro qymasi, OH BJIOXKHI ee 00pat-
HO U, MOIIAPHB, HAIlIeJT IIIKATYJIKY.

OH c OTBpallleHUEM YCTAaBUJICSI HA BbIPE3aHHBIE Ha KpBbIILIKE
CUMBOJIbI. AaKOHell MOHATUSI HE UMEJI, YTO OHU O3HAYaloT, HO
OJIVH 3HaK ObLT eMy 3HaKOM. be33By4HO IieBesis Ty0aMu, Myx-
4KHa BeIpyrasicsi. B AakoHe Takoil pucoBaiy Ha MOTHJIax Mpea-
TeJiel, YToO Te HUKOI/IA He MepPepOAUINCh, OCTaBasICh HABEUHO
THUTH B 3eMJIE.

Cnerka gpoxanierd pyKor OH OTKpPbUI IIKaTyJsKy. ITpunuiocsk
NPUJIOKUTh HEMHOTO YCUJIWIA: BUUMO, €€ JABHO HE OTKPBIBAJIH.
Wnu pyku nepectayiv eMy MoBHUHOBaThes. [la 1 Mblcu Onmykaa-
7. AaKOHITY 9TO BCe He HPAaBUJIOCh, HO OH 00s13aH YeJIOBEKY, KO-
TOPBII OTIPABUJI €T0 CIoNIa, KU3HbIO. [1py 3TOM MBICTH OH TPO-
BeJI PyKOH MO 1IpaMy Ha Iiee.

['me-To Ha ynuile packaTuics rpoM, HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHBIN, UTO
3BYK €ro JOKaTWJjCsl Aake B ITOT XYTKUU MOABaI. AaKOHeIl
HEBOJILHO B3JIPOTHYJI, XOTb 1 ObUT He 13 poOKuX. Terephb B OKpy-
re Bpsi[ JIM KTO-TO CHaJl.

Bnpyr — pe3kuii, 0OKUrarIyii Xono/, 1 CHOBUIEHUE pacce-
sutock. ProMcu Havasia mpuxomuTh B ceOsl.

— Yo1-1o y Hee ¢ poxen? — Mpo3Byvall XpUILIBIM TOJIOC.



— Bpoze kak rpsi3b, WM pOIMHKYN TaKuUe.

— CrpanHble Kakue-To. S rae-To yxe cibixaia O TaKMX OTMe-
TUHAX, Ha CJ1e3bl MOoX0oxkuX. Kaxuce, 6adka Mosi TOKOWHUIIA pac-
CKa3bIBaJIa.

— Bpoze kak 6aOka rmokoiiHasi, a Tel HeT. Hecr Moirya: csrxan
Tosctsika? JJoHeceM — BBIIUBKY MMOJTyYHUM.

— Ha 1o u kopuma, 4uro0 Hamuthcs. Tam, aymaercs, U 4ero
MoKparh JaayT... TU-TU!

— Y KOpUMapKu ¥ CIpOCHUIIIb.

— U cnopory, kaHell, a TO KaK e... IM-TH, BPOAE KaK OIHA
TaMm, Tu-ru. CKydaer, HeOOCh.

Promcu npuotkpbuia rmaza. Ee Hecnu Ha Hocuikax. JlBoe
MYKUHUH.

— Ha Tb1, XpUIUIBIM, COBCEM Aypak, Buaath. [laxe camble
OILINAPEHHbIE HA BCIO OJIOBY TUIIbl, HABPOJIE 30JI0THIX, HE TPOra-
10T KOpUMapen.

— JIpIk 51 cnerka Tosbko. [a 1 KoMy 10 HUX ceiyac 1e10-10?

— Cetiuac 0COOEHHO €CTb AEJIO.

— JlagHo-naaHo. 4 x nomryTus.

— Jla Tel OBI M HE CMOT' HUYEro cjenarh. IloMHuUIIb Beab, Ye
¢ Hioxom craso, korma oH apaky xoten 3aresats? He 3a0bu1, Kak
€ro KOJIOTUJIO?

— 3abygenb, ara! Tpsicio Tak, OyATO €ro KTO HeBUJUMBIN Y
BCe IIIE/IM UMeJI, TU-TH.

— Ilymaertcsi, Tak IOTOM | ObLIO, Tityrier] Ha Kopoya pyky xo-
T OAHATb.



— M-na. T'oBopio Tebe, Cetoid, 3T0 BCe YEPTAUbH TTPOJIEIIKY.
He 3ps1 B KOpumax yacto yepreu BUAAT.

— HakJmiokarorcsi, BOT ¥ BUJIAT.

— He 3Han, ye kopuma HeM ObIBa€T OTKPHITA.

— Kakas tebe, B sxomy, pazauiia? Masnoi ckasa, Tyna HeCTH,
Y Ty/1a, 3HA4UT, uaem. Buzen, kakou oH xkupHblid? TouHO npaBay
TOBOPUT.

— Kak oH moxer Bparb? [leHb xke.

— Ilo mMHe, Tak BpaTh U HelpaB/1y TOBOPUTb — Pa3HbIE BEILU.
Ceituac Takoe TBOpHTCS, JI0OOW yMOM TpoHeTcs. [TomHIo, 3amum
MBI, 3HAUYWT, B OJIHY XaTy, MOKUBUThCA YyeM. bar! A Ha nmopore
MYXHK JISKUT — O6e3 Oaku. Bugare, 10 HaC yxe KTO-TO MOObI-
Baj. [soky. Jletn Koromarcst Bo3jie 6a0bl — MaTh, BU/IATh, UX-
HAA. 7KMBOT y TOM pa3opBaH, a OHU IOTpoxa XkpyT. A um: ue
TBOpUTE? A OHHU: KallIKy KylllaeéM. Yrolmanrech, FOBOPST, A5,
KaIlIKOM.

Hekoropoe Bpems 111 Moya.

— COexuT exend, To IeBKy He mpuxBaTuT. He 6pocur oH ee;
BHUaJI, Kak redercs’?

— b-bpakku, Kup, — ¢ Tpynom nporoopuiia Promcu.

— 21, marnenr! Bpozne kak Te0s1 KIUYYT, — TPOrOBOPUI OIUH
U3 MYXKYHH.

— Jlexwu, He BcraBaii. Ckopo po6epemcst 1o Mecta. He 6ecrio-
KOKCS1, 9TO XPUIUIbIH, a 3TO. ..

— Cenoii, — mpeACTaBUICS JIBICBI MYXKUUHA.

— INonumaro, BOITPOC TJIyMbIA, HO KaK ThI ceOsl 4yBCTBYeIIb?



Ona ce0s1 4yBCTBOBAJIA TUIOXO.

— XoTb noroza paayer, — orsetuia Promcu.

Oma BriepBbie BUIe/1a KOPUMY TaK OJIM3KO: HE IETCKOE 3TO Me-
cTO.

PromMcu yciplnana, Kak 4ro-1o CKpunut. M nmogHsia B3
Ha JTyOOBYIO BBIBECKY, KOTOpasl BO3BBIIIANACH HAJl BOPOTAMH,
packaunBasich Ha BeTpy. Ha moyepHeBiei oT cTapocTu J0CKe
KpacoBajioch Ha3BaHue “Tuxuit omyT”. [log Ha3BaHKEeM UMeNach
Ipyras Menkas Haamich: Nemo me impune lacessit!. Yto oHa
o3Hayasa, Promcu He 3HauIa.

Yeranocts ciomMuiia ee, M IeBOUKa YCHYJa, HO yxke 0e3 CHO-
BUIEHUH.

Promcu ounynace B He3HakomMol koMHarte. CTeHsl, 101 U To-
TOJIOK — BCE M3 AepeBa. PaHbl MOKPBITH Ma3blo — I'YCTOU, TEIl-
JION M maxy4yew, OJIeTHOro JIYHHOTO 1LiBeTa. 3anax MpUsITHBIA, B
OTJIMYKE OT OLIYIIEHUH, KOTOpbIE UCIBIThIBAIA AeBOUKA. Koxy
HOIIMIIBIBAJIO U CTATMBAJIO, CUJIBHO XOTEJIOCH ITIOYECATHCS.

Hecmotpsa Ha TO, 4ro Ha Plomcn okazanachk HOBas 4ducTas
OZIek[1a, a ee caMy, IIOXOXke, IOMBUIN, OHA IPOOJIKAJIA OLTYILATh
3anax KpoBu. Ee Bce emie Oua Jpoxkb NMPpU BOCIIOMUHAHUU O
AKyTKOM MOHCTpE.

1 . .
Nemo me impune lacessit — HukTo He ockopOHUT MeHsI Oe3HaKa3aHHoO (.1am.)



[Toctens Toxe OblJIa YMCTOM, HO 3aCTUPAHHOM YyTh JIM HE JIO
TBID.

B KomMHaTy BOIIITa CMMIIATUYHAS JICBYIIIKA, XPYITIKasi, HeOOJIb-
III0r0 POCTa, C OYEHb CTPOMHOMN (PUTYpPOI, HE MOX0kKasl Ha Jepe-
BeHCKMX. I 0cOOEHHO OHa He TOXO/MIIa Ha 3Ty OE3JIMKYIO Tpsi3-
HO-CEpYyI0 KOMHATYy.

— DTO KOMHaTa J1sl FOCTei, KOTOPHIM HYKEH HOUJIET, — CJIOB-
HO yrajJaB ee MbICIIU, Ha X0y MpOroBOpuiia KpacaBuiia u odep-
Hysack K Kupy. — He cranem Bo3Bpanarbcs K TOMy pasroBopy,
s Jke He Oy[y MHTEepecoBaThCs, OTKYAA ThI 3TO y3HAJI, — CKa3aa
OHA XPUIUIOBATBIM, HO MPUATHBIM TojiocoM. — [locne Toro kak
Thl MEHs1 00OpyTaJ, s1 U He JyMaJla, YTO Thl BEPHEIIILCSI.

— He paau ce6s Beap npunepcs, — 6ypkuyn Kup.

— INonumaro, Ho, Kupuyc, He CTOUT IPUBOIUTH KO MHE KOT'O
B3aymMaercsi. He Hajgo, Mubiid! §1 Beab roBopuia: Jake To, 4To
s... IOMoraio Tede, He MOOoIIPsIeTCsl.

— [IpocTH, — mocNenHoO OTBETU MaJTbUHK.

— [pomramo, n6o Mmoo TeOs1, MOW MaJIeHbKHIA JIereetl.

— 4 e mpocun He Ha3bIBaTh MEHS TakK !

— Tak, MoxeT, Ha3bIBaTh TeOs1 YEPHOPOTHIM? — TPOrOBOPUIIA
Kpacasuiia. — Tbl Bellb, POAHOI MOW, pyraeiibcs He XyxkKe JIIOAeH,
KOTOPBIX KOMaphl 3aKycaJlu.

— IocrarouHo Oynet — Kup.

— 41 He cTaHy Ha3bIBaTh TeOs ITOH MIynou kKianukoi. Kupuyc,
MOWMH, TIOMHUTh UMSI — 3TO OTPOMHBIH Iofiapok. He cmeit aToro
HE 1IEHUTD.



— NHorpa s T1ebs1 coBepIlieHHO He MOHMMal0, — OypkHy:1 Kup.

JleBy1iKa criesiana BUJ, 4TO He YCbllllaia, ¥ epeBesa B3I
Ha Promcu:

— Kak th1?

— Jlyumie, Gnaropapio.

— Ckopo nomnpasuibscsa. Tel HaBepHAKa mporonoganace. s
BIEpBbIe BUKY Apy3er Kupuyca, npuyem yauBiieHa, 4To OHU BO-
o0I1le y Hero UMeI0TCsl, — OHa paccMestyiach COOCTBEHHOH HIyT-
Ke. — Tak 4To yroiiy BceM, 4YeM 3aXOyYelllb.

— Bce... vero... 3axouy?

JleByI1IKa KUBHYIIA.

— Cpewm, uTo JaguTe, — HeyBEpeHHO npoMsamiia Promcu, HO
ee JKMBOT IPH YIIOMUHAHWUH €]1bl 3aypuall OoJiee CMeJo.

— 4 He myuy, — oHa nomiaAena Ha Pomcu B3misaom anbix,
KaK OCEHHMe JIMCThbs, I1a3. — [Ipocu, yero xouenisb.

— Ona mo6ur peidy, — noxpan rosioc Kup. [Toxosxe, oH Bce-Taku
Cllyllaj TOT pa3roBop ¢ bpakku.

— Pui0y. O, kak uHTEpecHO, OONBITUHCTBO OBl CBUHIOIIKY TMO-
NIPOCHITY WJIA KYPHUITY. A KaKylo UMEHHO pbiOy?

— B Hanieii peke BoguTcs ppida, Takas. .. ¢ YepHbIMU MATHAMU.
Msico y Hee KpacHOe-KpacHoOe, He 0elloe, Kak y 03epHOM.

—INonsna, — x03s1¥iKka ogapuiia ee yiabiokoi. — CKOpo mpuHecy.

OnHa oTKpbUIa JBEpPb, 32 KOTOPOH OOHAPYKHUIICS OrPOMHBIA
3aJ1, OTTyJa JOHOCUJIMCh T0JI0ca, CMEX U MEHUE. A elle MOBesIo
YECHOKOM, KPETIKMMU HAITUTKAMU U HE MEHEE KPENKOU PYTraHbIo.



Promcu BioxHysa 3anax. CjI0BHO BCSI CBEKECTh PEKU OUYTH-
J1ach B 9TOM 3aIe€UYeHHON PBHIOKE.

— 41 He mymasa, 4To elre pa3 MorpooOyio 3Ty BKycHOTHUIy. [la
s1 BOOOIIIE He Aymaia, YTO CMOT'Y MOKYIIIATb.

— Hacnmax gaincs.

— Kak BHI ee noimann? — ProMcH a/iHO efia piOy, He ycrieBast
OUYHUCTUTH OT KOCTE, OT Yero Te OOJIbHO KOJIOIU € JIeCcHa.

— He Bce 1 paBHO? — noskasia 1ie4aMy JeBYIIKa.

— HukTo U3 MECTHBIX HE YMeeT ee JIOBUTb. [IOKOWHBIN cTapo-
CTa TOJIbKO yMell. Tak Kak BaM 3TO yIaiaoch?

Kopumapka HEMHOro oMe/TijIa C OTBETOM.

— 4 ee coznana, — ABHO HEXOTSA TPOrOBOPHIIA OHA.

Ena 3acrpsna y Promcu B ropiie. 9rto myrka? Vnm Bpanbe?
Hu To, Hu apyroe. JleHb — HEJb34 BpaTh.

— Bul ymeeTte coznaBarts peioy?

JleByllIka HEOXOTHO KMBHYIA.

— A Kakyl1o elle €1y Bbl MOXKETE CO31aTh?

— JIioOy1o, — u mobdasmia: — Kotopyio XoTh pa3 mpodoBaa ca-
Ma.

— Oro, BHI ke MOxeTe. .. — Plomcu 3amsiiace. — Ceityac roson,
MOoYeMY Bbl HE IIOMOTaeTe, ¢ BallluM-TO AapoM?

— 910 Tpedyer. .. CUIL

— Ho Bce-Taku Bbl MOkeTe TOMOYb? BepHo?

OT sicHOM, 6e33a00THOI YJIBIOKM KOPUYMAPKH HE OCTAIOCh U
cresia. A cienyiomye cjioBa MOpa3uv He MEHbIIIE:

— A 3aueM MHe 3107



Piomcu cBesa OpoBH, ycTaBUIIACh B ajible OJeCTsIIuMe riiasa.

— Hy uTto Mmomuuib-xmypunibes?

— H-no kak? Jlionu e yMUpaioT OT rojioia, OHU HYKIAI0TCS
B TIOMOIIIH, — Mpou3Hecaa Piomcu, crapasich, 4ToObI B ee ronoce
HE MPO3BYyYajio OOBUHEHHE.

Kopumapka paccmesiniach, 1 MEJIODUYHBIN 3BYK €€ XOJIOAHOIO
cMexa pa3Heccsl M0 KOMHare:

— Bceerna kro-HuOyap Hyxkaaercs. [1e-To 3asiii mogBepHeT Ho-
Iy, [JIe-TO NTHUIIAa 3aCTPSIHET B CWIIKax. .. [louemy 51 gomkHa Tpa-
TUTh CBOE BPEMsI M CHJIBI Ha TeX, KTO MHe Oe3pazmuen? K cio-
BY, 51 OXOTHEE MOMOTY 3aMiIly, YeM JIO[ISIM.

— [louemMy Bbl HEHaBUIUTE JIIOJIEN ?

JleByllka roppbKO YCMEXHYJIaCh U HA HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi 3aMOJl-
yaja.

— 9T0 He Tak. Y MeHs HET K HUM 3JI00bl. Ho 5T0 He 3HA4MT,
YTO $1 IOJKHA UX JTIIOOUTb.

— Ho y Bac ectb BO3BMOXHOCTSD. .. §I pacckaxy Bcem!

— Kro Te6e moepur?

— JIHEM TOBEPAT, U y BAC TOXKE CIPOCAT... [lHeM. — Pomcu
CHeUMaIbHO BbIIEIWIA NocneaHee ciaoBo. Ho, mpotuB oxuaa-
HUS1, KOpUMapKa He UCITYTasiach yrpo3bl, U B3IJIsI €€ HEOOBIUHBIX
IJ1a3 CMEJIO BCTPETUII yrpeKaolui B3risaa Pomen.

— Iloyemy ke TONBKO MeHsI? — SI3BUTEJILHO CIPOCKJIA OHA. —
[Tyckaii cipocsIT Topraiiiei, mouyeMy OHU CBoe JO0OpO JapoM He
paznatoT. M BooOIIIE, ecitu Bce Tak 3a00TITCs APYT O JIpyre, Mo-
YeMy y Bac CyIIECTBYIOT Ooratsie M OeHbIe, yTHeTaTe N U yrHe-



TeHHble? [{71 Yero MHe BaM MOMOTaTh, €CJIU Bbl caMu ceOe He
nomoraere?

— IIporme 6e3neiicTBOBATH?

— WHorna, — oHa cMepuia ProMcu HacMeluTMBBIM B3IJISAOM. —
Ecnu Boma B peke MyTHasi, HE HYKHO UTO-TO MPEINPUHUMATb.
Jlyuiie crosTh B CTOpoHE, ObITh HerpruacTHBIM. M BomoeM cam
OUUCTUTCS.

Promcu, noenai, noxanyiicra. Oo6uaa 1eds1 He HAKOPMHT, Kak
u ropapiHs. Botock, yke 3aBTpa Thl OyJIelllb KaleTh O CBOEM I10-
crynke. Jlydiiie roemrb ceityac, moka ecTb BO3MOKHOCTh, — OHA
noBepHyJiach K Kupy, AaBast oHATh, YTO Pa3roBOp OKOHYEH. —
Kupuyc, kak Banucca?

— Ee Het Oonbinie, — cyxo orBetu Kup.

Kopumapka cmoTpena Ha Hero, He MPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

— [ToaTtoMy s 1 XOTes y3Hath y TeOs. . .

— ¢l HUYero He cKaxy, — OTBET MOCJIeJOBaJl MTHOBEHHO. — ]
¥ TaK MHOTO JUIsl Bac Cliesiasia, — B TOJI0Ce CKBO3MJIa MOJbOa. —
[Mpoctu. CouyBcTBYIO TeOe, HO 51 TIpaB/ia He MOTY.

Omna mofonuia K ABEpH, pacliaxHyja ee, HO He yiia, odep-
HYBIIINCH B MOCJIEHUN MOMEHT.

— BaM HyXHO yXOOUTh, CKOPO CTEMHEET, — OHA ITPOTSIHYJIa EMY
PYKY, B KOTOPOH Jiexkana MoHeTa. PioMcu HUKOT/1a He Bujesa Ta-
koil. — Kupuyc, BO3bMH, 3TO MOAAPOK, — HEKHO MPOrOBOPHIIA
oHa. — beperu ee, u oHa yoepexet Te6s. He HyxHO Ooibilie KO
MHe ripuxoauThb. [Ipomaii. Iporait u o1, Promcn.

— Tebe npaBna nyurmie? — cripocun Kup, crapasicb He cMOT-



peth Promcu B riaza.

— 41 gyBcTBYI0 Ccebsl OTIMYHO, — coBpasia oHA. JleHb aBHO
yrac, MeJlJIeHHO MOJHUMAJICSI MEeCSIL, U BO3/1yX MOCTENEHHO Ha-
NIOJIHSIICS TTpoXJiafoi. BripoyeM, 1eBouke v mpaBaa CHIIBHO I0-
JIeryao.

Oo0a rissnenu Ha 3Be371bl. PloMcr moHmMarna, 4To iM 0 MHOTOM
HY)XHO TOTOBOPHTh, HO XeJIaHWsI HAYMHATh Oecely COBCEM He
ObLIIO.

— Hepxwu, — Promcu npotsayna Hlemuynmii KuHxain.

— OctaBb cebde, — 100aBUI OH HECKOJIBKO CMYIIEHHO, a €ro
TOJIOC CTaJl BAHOBATHIM. — ThI 3aCITyKHIA.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi OITh MOTYAIH.

— YT0 MMEHHO MPOU3OIILJIO C TBOEH CecTpor? — OCTOPOKHO
cinpocuia Promen.

— $1 HaxomMIICs 1aNieKo, U He HaIILIOCh TOTO, KTO OBl 3aIlUTHI
cnabyo IeBYIIKY.

Piomcu cTano HeBepOsITHO CTHIIHO, UTO OHA PaHbIIIE HE 3aMe-
TiJ1a OOJH B €ro Iia3ax.

— He 3Hato, Kakoro 4yepra, HO OHa ObUIa CYACTJIMBA CO MHOW.
Co mHo#, nipezacTapisiens? [Ipu Bcem 4epToBOM JiepbMe, U3 KO-
TOPOr0 MBI BHIOMpAIMCh, OHA OblIa cyacTmBa. U 1eo BoBce He
B TOM, 4TO $1 ee Opar, — Kup pe3ko ymonk u npotsHya Piomvcn
CBEPTOK BEJIMUMHOM C KyJIaK B3pOCIIOro My K4uHbL. — Ha BoT, Tie-
penaib bpakku.

— Xopowo. Torga 10 BcTpeuw.

— He nymato, uto Ml emie yBuamumcst, — pomnsaec Kup mocne



KOPOTKOro MoyaHusi. OH NONbITAJICS IPUKOCHYTBCS K €€ pYyKe,
HO B TIOCJIEJHAN MOMEHT OyATO mepenyMait. — Thl CKyJaenib 1o
cBonM ponHbiM? Cosxalieelb, 4TO He CMOXKeIIb OOJIbIIe YCITbl-
11aTh UX rojuoca?

Hekoropoe Bpemsi neBouka risjaena Ha aepebs. [Ipu cere
MecsI11a OHU Ka3aJIMCh 3aCThIBIIMMU YEPHBIMUA MOJIHUSIMU, KOTO-
pbie KTO-TO B M300MJIMU OOBEIal May THHOM.

— Koneuno, — orBetuina Piomcu. OHa He crana pacckasblBarh,
YTO BUJUT U CIIBIIIUT POAHBIX KAXKAYI0 HOUb — OHU KpUYarT B €e
KOILIMapax.

4

Ha nopore nosiBuiics bpakku.

— Kak 11?7 — HEyBEpPEHHO IOMHTEPECOBAJICSA OH.

Promcu He oTBeTrIa.

— 51 6exan 3-3a MOMOIIBIO. .. $1 Tak MepexuBa, — MPOOOPMO-
TaJl OH ¥ BUHOBATO B3[JISHYJI HA HEe.

Promcu HAYeEro He cKa3asa B OTBET, OHAa CMOTpEJIa B OKHO, Ha
HOYHBIE 3BE€3/IBl.

— 3ps MBI Ty1a IOJIE3IH, — TporoBopuil bpakku. — He cronno
OHO TOTO.

— Bo3MoxkHO, 1 He 3ps, — HaKOHeL nojasia royoc Promcen, mo-
kazaB [llemuymil KMHKa.

Ero anplii 6;1eck oTpasmics B I1a3ax MaJbynKa.

— Vx 11! — BBIIOXHYJ Bpakky, ¢ kagHBIM MHTEPECOM pac-



cMarpuBas HaXoAKy. — MoOXHO?

— Hepxu.

— Kpacubiii. A kak O1eCTU-UT, — C JI0JIei 3aBUCTH MPOTSHYJT
Bpakku. — Aii! — BCKpUKHYJI OH, OTIEPHYB PYKY U YPOHUB KMH-
a1, JlanoHb cpasy ke MOKpbUIaCh KPOBBIO, XJICHIYIIEH Ha MOJ.
PromMcu yxBaTHiia IPOCTBHIHIO U MPUKAJIA TKAHBIO PaHy.

— Yro cnyunnocs? — y asepeu nossuiics Llypo.

—Ilope3sancsi, — mpocToHas1 BpaKKY, HEPBHO YJIbIOASICh U BECh-
Ma HeyOeUTEIbHO U300pakasi, 4YTo eMy He OOJIBHO.

Promcu ykaszana Ha Kunxan v oremmiaa. OHa OTYETIIMBO ITOM-
HIJIA, YTO TOT JieXan B Jyke KpoBu. Ho ceityac momn Ot moj-
HOCTBIO CYXUM, a Ha IOBEPXHOCTHU KPUCTAJIIA HE OCTAJIOCH J1aXke
KaIlIu.

— Otkyna 3to y Bac? — lllypo MeaJIEHHO B351J1 KUHKAJT U, YAUB-
JIHHO TPUMOAHSIB OPOBU, YCTaBUJICS Ha apTeaKT.

— Hamwa... B pa3BanuHax.

[ypo pe3ko cxBatuia bpakku 3a paHEHYIO PYKY U, CHSIB TPSIII-
Ky, [IOIHEC CBEYY K JIAJIOHU MaJIbuMKAa.

— Yo THI enaems? — npokpudan bpakku. TkaHb yxe ycre-
JIa IPUCOXHYTh K MOpe3y M MPUYMHWIA MaJbuKy Oonb. lypo
6e3 00BsICHEHUH TUTIOHYJT HA PYKY ChiHAa U TpoTep pany. Huue-
ro! Yucras koxa, qaxe 6e3 Hameka Ha rope3. Ecnu He cunrath
Pa3BOJOB KPOBHU.

—T'-rae... mos... paHa? — npotsiHyJ bpakku. — OHa ucuesna!

— Wcuesna, — noareepnua llypo, kuBas. — HeynusurensHo
— 3710 lemuymmii kunxai. Hacrosmumid. Hania B pazBanunax,



ropopuiiib? — [Ilypo c10BHO HACKBO3b IPOH3MII €€ B3IM110M. OH
HE CTaJl THTEPECOBAaThCsI, OTKY/JA y Hee yIIMObl M HOBas OJEeK/Ia,
HO TIOTHEC CBeuy ONnxe.

— 51 ocMOTpIO paHbl, — OOBSCHUI OH, — HET JIM 3apaKeHUs.

Piomcu He Bo3pakana.

— CrpaHHO, BBIIJIAUT TaK, OyITO yIIMOaM HECKOJIBKO JTHEH,
OHM MOYTH 3aXKUJIH.

Promcu nuiib noxana miedamu. Eil He XOTesnoch pacckasbl-
BaTh O KOpYME.

— Tet ymuuta, Promcu, — omo6purenbro ckazai Llypo, mpots-
ruBas e llenuymumii KuH)aja. — IT0 OYEHb CTAPUHHASA BElllb U
oueHb lieHHas. B [leree 3a HEro MOXHO NOJTYYUTh LIENIOE COCTOSA-
HUE, HO 1 3HAl0, KaK €ro BBII'OIHO MPOJaTh M y Hac. Thl MOJIOZEL.

— Bepno, TeI MonoguuHa, Pomcu, — noggakHyn bpakku, n
Piomcu ycnblinana 3aBUCTb B €10 Tojoce.

— o, — pacniopsinuics llypo, — nmyckaid Promcu otpixa-
€T, HaM 3aBTpa JaJIeKO UJTH, — IPOTOBOPHUII OH U YIAIUIICS.

— [Mocroit, Bpakkwu, Tebe Kup nepenan, — oHa MpOTSHYyIA eMy
CBEPTOK.

BpaKku pe3ko pasBepHyJI U ax 3acUsIL.

— ¥x 11! CBUHOE KOJIEHO, — HO IIOTOM IOYEMY-TO CMYTHUJICS.

— IIpusarHeIX CHOB, bpaKKu.

— U 1ebe, — nporoBopus1 Bpakku, HO Bce ellie OcTaBacs CTo-
ATh, IEPEMUHASACH C HOTU HA HOTY.

— Eme pa3 ipoctu, Promcu, s1 He Opocut TeOst, s IeHCTBUTEITb-
HO Oerat 3a MOMOIIBIO.



ProMcu npricTaibHO MOCMOTpENIa eMy B I71a3a, KOTOPhIE Y HEro
XBaTHJIO COBECTH OTBECTH, U OJApUiIa CaMOU JOOPOH YIIBIOKOH,
Ha KOTOpPYIO OblIa CIIOCOOHA.

— He BonHy¥icsi; KOHEUHO *ke, 51 Bepio Tede, — ToXe coBpasia
oHa. — $1 3aMOMHIO TBO¥ MIOCTYIIOK 1 HUKOT/IA €ro He 3a0yy.

Bpakku yien, u Poomcr ycHyna, eiBa PUKOCHYBIIHCH K T10-
creny. Bonpeku onaceHusM, eil He CHUINCH KpbICHl. BepHee, He
TobKO OHU. Eif cHmiicst Bpakku. OH ccopuiicsi co cBoel mare-
pbio u3-3a Promcu. JleBouka HaOmonana 3a HUIMHM Kak OyaITO CO
cropoHbl. Ho moTom cHOBHEHNE TOMIOTHIO €€ TIOTHOCTBIO, TIO-
CTEereHHO pacTBOpHB B ceOe. OHa cTana ero 4actbio. CJIOBHO Obl
Ternepb OHa — 3T0 Bpakkwu.

— ...0 Hac MogyMaii, — IpoJoJikaaa MaTb, — Mbl HE MOXEM
KOPMHUTb YyKHX.

— Ona x He uyxkas. PonHsa Benp.

— Hukakas oHa tebe He poaHsa! OT Hee OJHO rope — Majo
HaMm cBoero? JTo u3-3a Hee Mos cectpa ymepina. M crapocra, ¢
KOTOPBIM OHA BOAMJIACh. DTa IeBKA MPUTATUBAET Oemy.

— Ho, mam...

— 51 Bce ckazauna!l

C marepbio 6€CIOJIe3HO CIIOPUTH.

BpaKKy, MorpyXKeHHbII B CBOM MPOOIEMBI, BBIIIIEN HA YIUILY.
U TyT e oTMaxHyJcs OT nepexxuBaHuid. Kak-HuOyap Bce yTps-



CeTCsl, 3TO MPOCTO €eIlle OIHO MpensATcTBUe. Ellle 0MHO MpUKIIo-
yeHue. bpakKu NogHsIT B3I U MUTOM MOBECEe.

Pa3Be MoXkeT ObITh TOCKJIMBO TIOJI STUM JIa3ypPHBIM HEOOM, TIO
KOTOPOMY TUIBIBET 3TO AWBHOE roiaydoe CBeYeHue, Mpo3BaHHOE
[Tuieii? Pa3zee MoxHO ropeBars, coceicTBys ¢ Beunsim Jlecom?
Benp m3-3a ero onacHOCTEW LEHMIIb KU3Hb U JOPOKUIIb Kak-
JIbIM TTPOKUTHIM THEM. A BEJIMUECTBEHHBIE CKaJIbl, KAKWE TaHBI
XpaHAT OHM? BpaKKM He pa3 CIbllliaj O 3araJOuyHbIX Melepax
BHYTpU rop. Ero MaHusao K HeW3BEJaHHOMY, U OH PaJlOBaJICH,
yTO poawicd B CUaCTIMBYMKAX, B TAKOW POJHOW U HE3HAKOMOM
nepeBHe! IMEHHO 3/1€Ch KAyT €ro HEBEJAOMBIE MPUKITIOYEHUS U
CJIaBHBIE TIOJIBUTH !

BHe3anHo KT0-TO CXBaTWJI €ro 3a Iieyo U TOJKHYIL

— 31opoB, MIaAImmMi Opaterl.

Paz0yiieBaBImiics BeTep BMUT CAYJI BCE €r0 IPe3bl ¥ OMYCTHIT
Bpakku K 3eMHBIM Heropazaam. OOuIHO.

— Kak pena, Kpenn? — Hexotst oto3Basics bpakku.

— Jaxe He 3Haw, Masbi bpak, maxe He 3Haw. Kak Bcerpa.
KucHy B ome, oka Thl HUIsIENIbCS, — U0 Kpenmna pacribliioch
B YXMBUIKE, a KyJIaK cxkascs. — JIokHO ObITh, YyBCTBYEIb ce0s
0COOEHHBIM, TYJISIeIlTb, TIe XOUETCs, TIOKA 51 JIOM OXPaHSIIO.

— JlyMaenib, eciii Thl CUJIbHEE, TO MOXKHO MEHS KOJIOTUTh? —
oTo3Baics BpaKKu, HE OTBO/IS B3MJISIIA OT KyJaKa.

Crapimii OpaT MeIJIeHHO TpUOIMKaics. Bpakku 3axMypuJi-
csl.

— 41 OBl TONBKO pajioBasics, eci O Thl XOTh HEMHOTO CHJIE-



HOK HaOpaJt, TOJIbKO pajIoBaJjICs: TOra Obl OCTaBaThCs J0Ma IPH-
IJIOCH TeOe. ...

— Heuem 3ansThea?! — mpo3Byuadn ronoc otia. — I'ne Promcn?

Bpakku eiBa 11 He BIIEPBbIE B )KU3HU TaKk 00paioBasIcCs 3BY-
KaM 4bero-To rojoca.

— [NonoBuku yncTuT, — HEXOTs1 MpoOyOHMT Kperr.

— [Tomoru nam, — pacnopsiAniics otell. — A OHa IyCKau OT/I0X-
HET — 3aCIyKuia.

Crapumii 6par mociymHo ymien. Ho Bpakku oruerimBo
YCJIBIIIAJ €r0 PYTaHb:

“BeyHo Tanuiie B HaIll JIOM BCSIKYIO IpsiHb, OyATO JephMO Ha
ooruHke. Beyno tamuis”.

DBpaKKk# MpsiMO 4yBCTBOBAJI HEJAOBOJIBCTBO Opara W J0Ta/ibl-
BaJICs, UTO ero Oyp4yaHue He CYJIuIo Hidero 1ooporo. “Tou pe-
yn — TeOe Ha TIeYn”’, — IPOrOBOPHIT MBICJIEHHO BpaKKH.

Orer1 CKONB3HYJI 110 HEMY YCTaBIIMM B3[JISIOM U TOXE YIIel.

DpaKK# MemJIeHHO OMyCTHJICS Ha 3eMJII0 U B3JIOXHYJ. «Kak
OBITh TaUTbIIE ?» — 337aBAJICSI OH BOIIPOCOM, TPbI3s1 HOTOTh U TIbI-
TasiCh COCPEIOTOUNTHCS — TJTyMasi MPUBbIUKA.

Brixon kazancs HeIOCTHKMMbIM, OYITO BBICOTA MTHYBMX
craid. [IpaBna, Kup obeman 3aBTpa uro-10o nHTEpecHoe. [TocMoT-
puM. ABOCb NOBE3ET, U BpIaKkKM HakOHEl HAWAET YTO-TO CTOsA-
mee. Co3eplianvie, Kak ProMcu IpuHOCHT OOJIbITIe TTOJTb3bI, 3316~
BAJIO €ro CUibHee, YeM OH roToB Obul cede mpusHathes. [lomy-
Marth TOJIbKO, JIEBOUKA BUEpa — B TIEPBbII ke IEHb MIOMCKOB — 3a-
paboTasia yBECUCTBI MEIIOK 3epHa.



bpakku ocraBanock HazesaThecs, uTo Kup He noneexer. «3a-
gyeM BooOIe 310 Kupy?» — yike B KOTOPBIN pa3 CripaiimBa ceost
masburK. C €10l y Hero sIBHO HeT MpooyieM. BpaKKH BHITLTIOHYT
OrPBI3OK HOI'TSI M TYT K€ CIIOXBATHIICS.

— [NomacTp-niponacthb, — BHIpyrajcs OH, OYeChiBast 3aThUIOK B
TIOMCKAX TJICBKA.

Eine He xBatasio, 4tod Kakas--HuOy b BejibMa Haruia ero! Ma-
710 emy ropsi? OH ObICTPO MOAOOPaIT OTTPHI3EHHBIN KyCOUYEK HOT-
TSI M CIIPATAIT B KAPMAIIIEK, YTO0 MIOTOM CKeub.

Ha Bpakku cHOBa HaXJIBIHYJIM XOJIOJHbIE MepexuBanust. CKo-
pee HOub JIyHYy pa3OyauT, YeM BCce peruTest camo codoi. MiHora
U mpaBJa xotesioch B Beunslil Jlec nomnacte, 1a TaM U CTUHYTb.
[Ituiia He Jact coBparsb.

MBpIcu TOMBIIU CO CKOPOCTHIO CTa00H YIMTKH U BCE ke 3a-
TIOJTHSUTU CBOEW CIM3bI0. MeUIeHHO, TTOJIOOHO TOPIIbIHE, OHU CO-
3peBasiu. OKyThIBasi U yCHoKauBasi, Oyaro ciajakuii rpex. Ooe-
mas coepeyb CToNb XKedaHHble MeuThl. M ryosl Bpskku mocre-
MIEHHO Pa30IUICh B YJbIOKe. BUIUMO, OCKOJIKM HaJeK/Ibl BCe
ke cpactyTcst. OTBET OKa3aJicsl TAKMM OUEBHUJIHBIM, UYTO Bpakku
YAUBWIICA, KaK MOT' HE 3aMeTHUTb ero paHblie. Eciu oH pa3no0y-
JIeT MHOTO e[Ibl, TO OpaT HaKOHEI| OLIEHUT ero. A Marh mepecra-
HET JIOKarbiBaThes 10 PioMcu. PasiocTs Jierko coTpeT Bech Mpak
UX TPEBOT.

A Bpakku 3HaJ, I/1€ MOXHO Pa3aoObITh eay. UyBCTBO BUHBI
HAKPBLJIO €ro JIMIIh HA MIHOBEHbE U OKa3aJIOCh CMBITO JPYTUM
YyBCTBOM — TPEIONIYIIIEHUEeM OJIarux JesTHH.



[Moka oH 111e71, COBECTh BCE-TaKM €I1le HECKOJIBKO pa3 oOpaliia-
JIach K Hemy, HO Bpakku Bepui1 — 3To mpozeT, a JoOpoe Jeo
octaHeTcs. Bpakku gaxe npejacraBuil, Kak OTell — NepBbIid pa3! —
MIOXJIOMAET €ro M0 IJIeuy U CKaxeT: «[ opKych TOOOM, CHIHOK».

Bpakku ¢ HeoxoToit Bhien co aBopa. Kak Bcerna, oH npea-
CTaBWI ce0s1 BHYTPH TOXOXKEro Ha Oy/jaBy — OyATO CYXOH ILION
MAaKoBOTO 1BeTKa — mapa. [llap B haHTa3MsIX MajIburKa 3aTsATH-
BaJla 3epKajibHasi KOJbUyra — Ternepb HUKaKas opya He CTparli-
Ha. XOTA 9TO HE M30aBUJIO OT OOJIM B HOrax, HaCTOJBKO CHJIb-
HOM, 4T0 BpaKKM 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOsi HEMOIIHBIM CTapuKoM. [Ipu
Piomcu OH, KOHEUHO, He KaytoBaJics. [ e % 3To BUIaHO: IeBOUYKA
cliepKuBaeT 0oJb, a MabYMK HOET? A B TOM, 4TO PiomcH ycra-
BaJla CUJIbHEE Hero, bpaKku He COMHEBAJICH.

Cocenckuii Tiec J1asiyn Tak, OyATO yKe 3aBTpa ero CoOMpasnch
cbecTb. X0Ts1 BpaKku He cTa Obl epeyOeskaaTh ero B 0OpaTHOM.
Tak Kak He UMeJl yBEPEeHHOCTH Ha 3TOT cueT. MajibuMK C KaJio-
CTBIO IOCMOTpEJT Ha JKUBOTHOE: KOXka J1a KOcTH. bpakku Bcerna
MeuTaJl O IIeHKe, HO Tereph 3TO HeMO3BOJIUTEbHAS POCKOIIIb.
Xots eciii Obl Takask pa3bsipeHHast OT TOJIOfIa TICKMHA OXpPaHsiIa
ux oM, To Kpenmy He npuiuiock Obl CUAETh I0Ma, U CTAPIIHA
OpaT Tak He 03J1001ICs OBl

CorHIle, OTpaxasch OT OJNETHBIX CTEH JOMOB, O€3KaJIOCTHO
cnermio masza. [Toka Bpakku 1mies, eMy HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 BCTpe-
Yauch OJHOTIIa3ble YPObl-IurreHbl. Kazanock, ux cTaHOBUJIOCH
OOJIBIIIE C KAKIBIM JTHEM.

OpnyH U3 ruranToB 6e3MOJIBHO ycTaBICs Ha bpakku. Bee ero



SMOLIMY BBITJISIIENN MIPEYBEIMYEHHBIMU B HECKOJBKO pa3. Korna
JUITEH XMYPUJICH, TO, Ka3aJIOCh, OH BBLKUMAET U3 CBOEN MOPIIbI
BCE BO3MOXXHOCTH, YTOOBI TTOKa3aTh 3T0. Eciin Obl He ofuH ri1a3,
I'POMAaJIHOE TEJIO U MPeyBeINYeHHbIE SMOIIMH, OH MOXO/MIT Obl HA
yeyoBeka. Ho 3Ta 4esioBeUHOCTh HUCKOJIBKO HE YJIydlllaja ero
BHENIHOCTH. [lake HarpoTHB, B HEM OTYETIMBEE MPOSBIIAIOCH
€ro ypoJCTBO.

JIuib 3aBepHYB 32 Yros v BbIAJS U3 0N 3pEHUS TUITEHA,
BpaKku permsics CIuioHy Th B €ro CTOpoHy. BHavasie HepBHO No-
KOCHBILIMCh Yepe3 IUIeH0. PaHbllle OH 3TOro HE C/ienan BOBCE He
NIOTOMY, UTO OOsIICSl pa3rHeBaTh ofHorIazoro. Pazymeercs, Her.
W Bce e MaJIbuuK, pacThpast HOrou CBOIO CIIOHY, CHOBA OMAC/IH-
BO OIJISIIETICS: HET JI IOOMM30CTH APYTUX JAUTTEHOB, YK OOJBHO
MHOT'O X pa3BesoCh.

Bornbline, yem aurreHoB, bpakku Tepriets He Mor yepteit. OH,
NpaB/a, elle HU OJHOIO He BCTpevalsl, HO SIPOCTHO HEHaBUIE,
Be/Ib BCE TaK JieaioT. A “Bce” He MOTYT OIIMOAThCS.

W Bapyr non Horamul OH 3aMETUJT BAJISIIOIIMIACS HA MBLTBHON
Jopore MoJyMecsil — HACTOSIIMI, OTIMBaloIuil cepedpom. bp-
9KKH yXke XOTes Mogo0paTh HAXO/IKY, HO BOBPEMSI CIIOXBATHUIICS.
CokpoBullIe JIeKallo aKKypaT Ha EPEKPECTKE, a KaxkJI0MY BeHo-
MO, YTO 3TO 3JIble BEJIbMbI Pa30pachBAIOT TAKUM OOpPa30M MPO-
kJsAThe. [Torpobyii nondepu — MOTOM KU3Hb HE MUJIa CTAHET.

— Yt006 g B Jlec momnaut, 1a TaM 1 Tiponai, — BeIpyrajcs bpak-
KU. — MaJio He JOTPOHYJICS.

W nBuHyncs ObicTpee OT 370CYaCTHOIO MeCTa, a 4Tod yao-



CTOBEPUTHCS] HABEPHSIKA, UTO HE MOAXBATUI Opuy, Bpakku Boc-
nosb30BaJics BeuneiM JInctom. OH M Tak XOTeN 9TO caearh, yx
O0JIHO HE HPAaBUJIOCh €MY MITH Tyaa, Kyja oH mein. Ho Huuero
He To/IeNaellb, 110 IS0 WIX M0 KOJIEHO — BCE PaBHO B UCIIPAXK-
HEHMSAX OpOIUTH.

MautbuuK 10CTa U3 KapMaHa CBEPTOK TKaHU U aKKYPaTHO BbI-
ChInaJt cede Ha PyKY MOTHJIBHYIO 3eMJTI0. 3aTeM MPOIIEeNTal CBOH
OIaceHM s, CIUTIOHYJI Ha JIaJJOHb U pa3Besiyl HEropas/ibl uepes Iie-
40. Bpakku He ObLT CyeBEpHBIM — BeJIb ObITh CYeBEpHBIM K HecUa-
crbl0. HO JMIHAA n1pegocTopo:KHOCT HUKOMY €1e He ITOMelIa-
na. [la v KUTh CTAaHOBUTCSA ropa3jo MPOILE — €CIU XOTh HEMHOTO
BEPUTH B UyJeca.

W Bpakku moBe3no. 30CHK C Mapoll CBOUX JPYXKKOB ObLI
31ECh.

30CHK HEYKJIIOKE pa3MaxrBajl MEYOM, a €ro MOAIEBaIbl BOC-
XUILATUCh KaKAbIM YIaPOM 10 HEBUIMMOMY ITPOTUBHUKY. [laxe
Bpakku noHuman, 4to €T Najakou OpyayioT Jyudllie.

3aBUIEB MIYLIETO K HUM MapHsdA, 30CHK IepecTan ynpax-
HATHCSA — €CJIM 3TO MOXKHO TaK Ha3BaTb — U BBI3bIBAIOILE XMBIK-
HYJL

— TonbKo % BB Bce He 3a0upaiTe, — B KOTOPBIN pa3 HAOMHUIT
bpakku.
— He 6ouck, brakku, — Ha rydax 30cHKa BO3HHMKJIA Harjas



yxmbUika. — Kak goroBaruBanucek. BerHo, redsra?

PebaTa XHIIHO 3aXUXUKAIH.

Bpakku ocMOTpesics 1o CTOPOHAM U Tiepelies Ha MIeToT:

— Tak ugem win Kak?

—IMoronu yyTKa, — OTMaxHyjcs 30CUK, BBITUPAsi BCIOTEBLIUI
1100. — [Tornsaaum, HET 11 JUTTEHOB.

Bpakku noHuMaroIe KuBHyII.

— U BOT emie 4TO, — MPOroBOpUJI MEYHUK. — Mbl camu crra-
BUMCSI, & ThI TYT Oy/b — JIQAYIIKK?

— Taxk Benp. .. — Hayas1 bpakku.

— Bor u xoromo. Ha crreme nocrouiiib — 3To % caMmasi BakHast
4acThb, — JJACKOBO MPOroBOpuJ 30CHK, XJonasi bpakku mno muie-
yy. — To4HO yBereH, 4To B I0OME€ HUKOTO HET?

Bpakku yTBEpAUTEIbHO KUBHYIL

— Kakas 0ecrieyHoCTb.

Kommnariika 3a cnuHou onsith 3arurukasia. Ml onu IBUHYIUCH K
JIOMY, Ha CTapbIX, OKOBAaHHBIX U3bEIECHHBIM PKaBUMHOM JKeJIE30M
JBEPSIX KOTOPOTO BUCEN BEHOK U3 YePTOIOIOXa.

Bpakku ocMotpericst o ctopoHam. Beunsiii Jlec 3a6epu, ka-
KO€ «Ha cTpeMe»? MajibuiK 4yBCTBOBaJI 3aMelIaTeibcTBO. Bee
JIOMa MO COCE/ICTBY MYCTYIOT, OH — Bpakku — faxe JIUYHO MO-
MoraJl 3arpysKaTh MOBO3KU ITUM CEMbsIM, KOTJIa OHU Ye3KaIu B
napctBo ['opoxa. Bpakku momopiumics: Heyxean 30CHK C Iai-
KO XOTEJIM OT HEro N30aBUThCS?

Pa3niocajoBaHHbIN, OH CTOsUT HA pas3ry/sIBLIEMCS BETPY, II1y-
PSICh OT MOJHSIBIIIETOCS TIeCKa W KITyOSIIMXCS MBICTIeH, KOT/Ia 13-



3a JIaJIbHETO YIJIa BBIBEPHYJ OrPOMHBIN cuityaT. [lurreH? Bpak-
KM NpUCBUCTHYJI: ctouTe. [llakika 30cHKa TyT ke OCTAaHOBWJIACH,
JeJiasi BUf, YTO 3aHATa Pa3srOBOPOM.

Tem BpeMeHeM 310poBsIK NpuoIMkancs. bpskku cMorpen Ha
HETO C JOJEU 3aBUCTU. DTO OKa3aJics HE JUITEH, a yejoBek. Ho
Kakou 310poBeHHbIM! [TapeHs — HacTosIas rpoMaguHa, mo4T!
KaK 9T MPOTUBHbIE OJHOITIa3ble. BbIubs 11151, OrpOMHBIE py4YH-
M, IIMPOYEHHAS CIIMHA, BHIMPAIOIIAsl OT MBI TPyAb. XOTs
JIMILIO KaKOe-TO IIIyroBaroe, OyATO y TeX ke JUTTEHOB. A ¢ KaKou
JIETKOCTBIO OH HEC 4esIoBeKa! ¥V Toro, KOHEYHO, OTCYTCTBOBAJIN
00e HOTH U pyKa, HO TEM HE MEHee 3/I0pPOBSIK COBCEM HE Hampsi-
rajcs.

Bbu1 661 BpakKy Takoy 370pOBBIA, OH ObI BCEX 3aCTaBUII ceOst
YBaXkAarh.

Bpakku yxke BuAen UX OIHAX[IBI, PSAJOM CO CBOMM JIOMOM.
310pOBEHHBIM NTAPEHb KPYTHUIICA BO3JIE coceIcKoro rca. C HuMu
OBUT TPETUH — C JIBICOM royioBor. M eBYOHKa — phIKEeBOIOCast
KpacaBuIIa.

Tem BpeMeHEM rpoMajiiHa MOJOXKWI KaJeKy Ha 3eMJII0 U
BCTAJl B CTOPOHE, CJIOBHO He mpu jAenax. Kaneka moxoaun Ha
MepTBela, KOTOporo 3a0blid MOJIOKUTH B Moruity. HasepHoe,
TMOMPOIIIAKKa Y €ro MOBOABIPh, PEIIWII BpIKKHY U, TOTEPSIB K HUM
BCSIKMI MHTEPEC, MaXHYJ1 PyKOW 30CHUKY.

— Ilouemy He momien ¢ HUIMHU? — MPO3BYYaJl 3a CIIMHOW BO-
npoc. — Benp Thl ke UX MpUBEII.

bpakku ornanynca. Cnpammsai kajneka. Majabumk, HEMHOTO



MO/IyMaB, OTBETHUI:

— Onu u 6e3 MeHS CIIPaBSITC.

Kaneka naxe He nocmorpes Ha Hero. OH TOJBKO B3JOXHYI,
Ipexk/ie YeM 3aroBOPUTh CHOBA.

— Hy’xHO HaXOmUThCS B LIEHTpe COOCTBEHHOM KU3HU 1 HE TI03-
BOJISITh Iy’KUM BBITECHATH ce0s1 Ha 000UMHY.

Bpakku He Harescs ¢ OTBETOM, JJake TOJIKOM He MOHSB, YTO
XOTeJI CKa3aTh Nonpolaika. Manbuuk CHOBa MepeBe B3IIsi] Ha
napHei. Te Kak pa3 BXOJWIH B JIOM.

JlBepy 3a HUMM 3aKPbUIMCh C TAKOU CHJIOU, UTO CJIETENI BEHOK
yepronosnoxa. Cyxue LBETKU TYT ke MOAXBATU HEYyTUXAIOIIMIA
BETep U YHEC B JaJIeKue JaJlu — CTOJIb ke UyXkKJIble, KaK 1 UyKoe
rope.



I'naBa 4. I'ma3za, B KOTOpPBIX
yMHpaeT MaJieHbKOe COJIHIIe

1

— Tyt HerI0X0, — TPOMKO OIOOPWIT CTAPOCTa, YTOO TIEPEKPH-
Yarh OypisAmi motok. OTONIN OH YYTOYKY Aajibllle, U ero ro-
Joc Obl efiBa 3Byvasl. ProMcu gaxke He cipliiana, Kak 3a ee CIu-
HOW NITHIIBI PAIYIOTCS BECHE.

Psinom 1irymerna ObicTpasi M cepauTasi TOpHasi peka.

Piomcu B31oxHyma: HakoHel-To. CUJT UJITH YK€ He OCTaJIOCh.

Bosne peku, gaxke 4rod MpONTH COBCEM HEMHOTO BJIOJbL Oe-
pera, Hy)XHO OOXOJIUTh KAMHH, TaK, UTO JIECATOK IIIaroB MpeBpa-
IIA€TCS B COTHIO (BO3MOXHO, 1 O0JIbIle, HO PloMcH IMOKa cuuTa-
Jia JIMIIb JI0 CTa).

— A 3a 4to Ha TeOs 3MUTCA MOW OTel? — HEMPUHYXJICHHO
cinpocuia Promen u 3eBHyna.

[Moxanyii, eMUHCTBEHHOE, UTO il He HPABUJIOCh B PHIOATIKE —
9TO PaHO BCTaBaTh.

— Tonbko TBOW OTel? — JIyKaBO YCMEXHYJCs cTapocTta. — S
paccUMTHIBA HA Ky/1a OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh JePEBEHCKUX.

Crapocra ceromusi mpeObiBall B XopoiieM HacTpoeHun. OH
000XkaJT ppIOAYNTD.

— Tak uz-3a yero? — HaxmMypusa OpoBu Promcu.



CBHHOIIAC MOXAJ IUIEYAMMU:

— W3-3a nurreHoB, ckopee Bcero. 1 HamepeBaiics IPUBECTU
WX B JIEPEBHIO W MPEAJIOKUTh padboTy, HO, BUJUMO, BBIOPAJ. ..
HENOAXOAALIEE BPEMS.

Crapocra otBeuan 6e33a060THO, HO Promcu xopoitio ero 3Hasia
Y TIOHUMAJIA, 4TO TOT OTOPYEH.

— Bcerpa HykeH NOAXOAAIIANA MOMEHT, — MPOTOBOPUJI OH,
IOATOTABJIMBAs CBOI0 XUTPOMYIPYIO CHACTh. — B 3TOM Bech Cek-
per.

— Cexkper?

— Taiina, — nosgicar CBuHOMIAC.

Piomcu Obla 6arogapsa, 4To ero pyku 3aHsAThl. OHa TepreThb
HE MOIJIa, KOrAa CTapoCcTa MyAPCTBOBAJ, MTOJHUMAs yKa3aTeNb-
HBIN MAJIELl.

— K npumepy, B Jleree ectsb nbiTKa, — npogoskai CBUHONAC, —
KOIZa JIIoied KOPMSAT JIMILb BapeHbIM MsicoM. bes kar, Jiene-
LIEK. .. TOJBKO MsICO. BCckope y HecuaCTHOro pa3ayBaercs )KUBOT
M BCce BHYTpHU THHET. [ 0BOpAT, 60JIb HEBBIHOCHMASI.

Promcu nomopnimnace. B CuacmivBuMKax HUKOIJA HE CKPbI-
BaJIM OT AETEU Y>KACOB JKU3HU, IOArOTABIMBAs T€X K TPYJIHOCTAM
cei3MaiibeTBa. “Ecu Gepedb OT HENMPUATHBIX CJIOB, He yoepe-
Kellb OT KW3HU , — TBepAwIa roropopka. Ho nxorga xorenock
KOE-4Yero He 3HaTh BOBCE.

— XyTkoe HakazaHue, — TOBOPUJI CTApOCTa TrOJI0COM Oe3pa-
JOCTHBIM U Aanekum. — Ho mompoOyil pacckaxu o HeM B Jie-
PEBHSAX, CTpAJAIOIIMX OT rojoxaa. Ilonmmaens, HACKONIBKO IITy-



no 310 npo3Byuut? MomeHT. Beerna HyxkeH NOAXOasiui Mo-
MeHT. — TOHKHe ryObl M30THYJIMCh B TOPBbKOM yibiOKe. — Jlaxe
YTOOBl YMEPETb.

PioMcu OCTOpOXHO MoAoNUIa K PpEKe, MbITasCh OTHICKATh
MPOYHYIO ONOPY ISl HOT Ha HEPOBHBIX KamMHsX. OHa omycTuia
PYKH B BOJIy U YMbBLJIaCh, YTOO HE XOTEJIOCH CIIaTh.

Bopia Obuta XOJNIOAHOW M HEBEPOATHO YKCTOHM, a B HEKOTO-
PbIX MecTax neHuIach 0esou, Kak MoJIOKo, reHoi. [ToTok Oexan
OBICTPO M CyMOYPHO, C 3aBUXPEHHUSAMU U KPYTOBOPOTaMHU.

Pbi6a vHOT 1A BHITIPBITUBATIA U3 BOJIBI, CJIOBHO HACMEXAasICh HAJl
phIOaKamu, He CIOCOOHBIMH ee ToiMath. CeTH 3/1ech JIETKO CHO-
cwiio TeueHueM. Hukro B CyacTiIMBUMKaX HE YMEJ €€ JIOBUTb.

HukTo, Kpome cTapocCThl.

— [Noyemy aurreHsl BooOIIe UAYT K HaM? — HAPYIIJIA MOJI-
yanue Promcu. — OcraBanuch Obl Bozjie cBoedl TemHoit ['opbl.

— JloragpIBaioch, YTO MPUXOIAT OHM K HAM HE U3-3a XOPOILEn
KU3HU, — XMbIKHY/1 CBUHOMAC.

— Ham Bosne Beunoro Jleca... — Pomcu xorena IUIIOHYTD,
HO caepkaiachk. — Ham Toxe 3nmech Henmerko! Mul xkuBem Onmke
Bcex K Beunomy Jlecy! Oteli roBOpUT, YTO AUTTEHBI HYKHbI HAM,
KaK... IepbMelO Ha Iopore AoMa.

— Kako#t y Tebs1 KpacHOpeUMBHIiA OTell. XOTeJIoCh Obl y3HATD,
YTO OH FOBOPUT U 000 MHE, — CKa3aJs crapocrta. bes 371008l

PiomMcH, KOHEUHO ke, 3Hajla, YTO TOBOPUJ O HEM OTell, HO
peanowia IpoMoIyaTh.

— INoxoxe, UM ere xyxe, pa3 UayT coofa. S He mporry Teos



moOuTh aurreHoB. Ho ecim yx Thl penia MX HEHaBUIETh, TO
XOpoIIo Obl, YTOO TaKKe TMOHUMAJIA ¥ IPUIMHY CBOEH HEHaBU-
CTU. A He Npe3rpasia JUITEHOB IOTOMY, YTO BCE TaK JIEJAIOT.

Promcu nozkasa mnjeyamu, U3-3a 4ero 4yTh HE YpOHWJIA yA04-
KYy:

— Orent roBopUT: «XykKe JUITEHOB TOJIBKO YEPTU», — CKa3ajla
OHa HEYBEpeHHO. — [IUrTeHOB Bce He JoOST.

— Jla, 370 TaK, — coracuics crapocra. — Ho moutu HUKTO, ec-
JIM CIIPOCUTDb, HE CMOXKET OOBSCHUTh MPUUMHY CBOEW HENPHSI3-
HU, KPOME TOH, YTO JUITEHBI CJIErKa. .. HEMPUSATHBI HA BULL.

Cnerka? beith MOkeT, CBUHONAC U HE 3aMeyaJl, KaK BbINIAIAT
OfIHOIVIa3ble T'MIaHThl, HO PloMcH X npekpacHo nomuuia. O60-
3BaTh JAWUITEHA CJIETKA HEMTPUATHBIM Ha BUJ TO k€ CaMOe, YTO Ha-
peun Beunsiii Jlec HEMHOIO OITaCHBIM MECTOM WJIM YTBEPAKIATh,
OyATO TyXJIbIE siilla UMEIOT YyTOUKY HeNpUsTHBIN 3anax. CTpo-
€HMEM TeJla U IaXke YepTaMU JIMLA JUITEHbl, KOHEYHO, HAIIOMM-
HAJIM OOBIYHBIX MYXYHH, )KUBYIIMX B CYACTIMBYMKAX, HO ObLIH
HECPABHEHHO YPOJJIMBEE.

— ThI-TO HaBEpHSIKA CMOXKeIllb OObSCHUTh IPUYUHY HETIPUS3-
HU, — ChsA3BUIIA Promcn.

— Cmory, — orBets1 CBHHOIAC M MPOTSIHYJT €l KPIOYOK, 00-
MOTaHHBIN IBETHBIMU TIepbsIMU. — HauHeM ¢ Toro, 4To He 00T
JWTTEHOB JIMIIIb TIPOCTHIE JIIO/IU, & TOPTOBIIBI U OOTaYH UX OYEHb
Jaxe KanyloT. XOTs U Te He BCer/ia TepIAT. .. CBOe0OpasHblil ro-
BOp OIHOMIa3bIX. JIUITeH cuilbHee YenoBeka, Ho paboTaeT 3a Ty
xe tuiary. Jlo6aBb ciofa erne BEepHOCTh M HAJIe)KHOCTh, U TIOH-



Melllb, TIOUYeMY MX MPenounTaT Joasam. Ho naxke He otOupas
paboTy, OHH, XOTh ¥ HEHAMEPEHHO, MAKOCTST JIIOMISIM.

— O yem THI?

— IlpencraBp, yTo paGOTHUK OTKA3bIBAETCS TPYAUTHCS 3a...
JIETICIIKY, PACCUMTBIBASI, YTO XO3SUH MOBBICUT OIUIATY IO JBYX
neneniek. Bexp y Toro, o cytH, He O6ynet BhIOOpa — paboTy Hy K-
HO czienath. Ho TyT mpuxonsT qUrreHsl — KOTOpble COTIACHBI pa-
6otath 1 3a Jeneniky. .. On-na! — HEOXKUIAHHO BHIKPUKHYJI CTa-
pocrTa, ToficeKast U BHITACKMBAsI TIEPBbIN YJIOB.

Korma peba mepecrana TpernsixaTbCsi, € MOXKHO CTalo pas-
IJISIIEeTh mofydnie. PiomMcu 3amo6oBaiach MOWMAaHHON phIOer-
kou. Kazasioch, CJIOBHO KTO-TO pa3pycOBajl U OTITYCTUJI 3TY PbIO-
Ky oOparHo. Kento-3eneHast yerntys ¢ roryooil KaeMKOH, TIOK Pbl-
Tasi YepHBIMUA TOYKAMH, CBEpKaja B CONHEUYHbIX Jydax. Bonee
KpacuBo# priObl Pomcu He Buena.

— Ilouemy oHa XxBaTaer mepbsi? — CIpOCUIIA JIEBOYKA — DTO
KaKOe-TO KOJIJOBCTBO?

— Her. Bcero mump ob6man. Peiba qymaer, 4to B BOAy yna-
JI0 HACEKOMOE, M TIBITAETCSI €r0 CheCTh, — POTOBOPUII CTAPOCTA,
Opocasi B MEIIIOK CBOW YJIOB. — JlydIlle pacCKax)u, 4To Thl lyMa-
elllb 0 qUrreHax. MiHTepecyeT UMEHHO TBOe MHEHHUE, a He TOJIIBI.

PioMcr KMBHY/A, BCIIOMHHB y)KaCHOE OHOIIIA30€ YyIOBHIIE.
JIMTTeHOB CTOPOHWJIMCH U HEHaBHEU. BCroMHMIA Takke, Kak
JHOY PYTajiCh HA TUTAHTOB U TUICBAJIM B UX CTOPOHY, & HEKOTO-
phie IeTH Opocaii B HUX TPsI3b U JIaKe KaMHH.

Tem BpemeHeM cTapocTa BBITAIIWII €1Iie OIHY PHIOMHY — JIaXe



T0OOJIBITIE TTPEIBITYIIICH.

Piomcu Hauana ycepsiHee Aeprath yIouKy, Kejas TOKe 4TO-TO
MoMMarh:

— JIUrreHs! MeHs MyraroT, — OTBETUJIA OHA YECTHO U ITPOCTO. —
N 3ayem oHHM BooOIIE TeOe caannch? OTell CYUTAET, YTO TOJIOL,
MoxeT nouTn 10 CYaCTIIMBYMKOB U CKOPO HaM TOXe Heuero Oy-
JeT KymiaTb. Tak ele 1 ¢ HUMU JAeIUThCs?

— W3-3a ronona, Most MajieHbKasi Prommvepu, oHU 1 OyayT 1o-
JIE3HBI.

— Crectb ux xouems? — nomrytuia Promen. Ho crapocra mry-
Ky [TPOMTHOPUPOBAJL.

— HauHercs xaoc, 1 MHE HyX€H TOT, KTO CyMeeT YCJIeIUThb 3a
NnopsAAKOM. {UITeHbl OTJIMYHO MOJOUAYT.

— Ho passe bonbimon ®emo u ocrajibHble He CyMEIOT?

— Botock, uto HeT. OHu MecTHble. CTaHET Xyxke, U MPUIETC
OBbITh. .. )KecTye. Benp Jioan He 3aXOTAT MoJTYa yMHUpaTh OT To-
nona. Ytod BBIKUTH, OHU TIOWAYT HA BCE, HA yKacHble Beuy. U
MHE HyeH TOT, KTO TOKe TIOUET Ha yKacHbIe BEIIH, YT00 HX. ..
ycMUpUTh. TpyaHO OBITh KECTOKMM, eCi TeOe TPUIeTCs HaKa-
3bIBaTh JIIOAEW, C KOTOPHIMU KUBEIIb B OJHOM JEPEBHE U KOTO-
PbIX 3HAElllb ChI3MaIa.

— Ho pasBe 6ena e crutotut moaei? — yausuiachk Plomcn. —
Jlionu, HA0OOPOT, CTaHYT JIpyXKHEE.

CBuHOMAcC pe3Ko pacxoxoTajcs U MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee Tak,
CJIOBHO OHa — peOEHOK, OOBSCHSIOIINI CTAPUKY, UTO BbITIABIIINE
3yObI CKOPO BBIPACTYT:



— Kro yrogno crioturcs nepea 6e/10ii, HO TOJIBKO HE JIIOMH.
[MoBepp. Kaskaplil mpeanoyreT gymarb 0 COOCTBEHHOM IIKYype.

— Hsana CeuHonac, — Havyayla ProMcu, npekpacHo 3Hasi, 4To
TOT He JIIOOUT, KOTrJja OHA ero Tak HasbiBaeT. — Ho Bedb AurreHsl
MOT'YT KOTO-TO MIOKasieunTh. OHU He 6€3MO3IJIbie 3BEpH, HO eCln
KTO-TO MPUKAXKET, OHM. ..

— Prommepw, 51 xe mpocun Teds. lecaTuieTHUe AeTH Tak He
pasroBapuBaioT. Tebe Hy)KHO CKpBIBATb CBOM. .. YM, — HEJJOBOJIb-
HO ITPOrOBOPUII CTAPOCTA.

— 51 ke ¢ ToOOM, TyT OOJIBITIE HUKOTO HET, — OTBeTmIa Promcu,
n300pa3vB HEBUHHYIO YJIBIOKY.

— Co MHOIi... — ero ronoc cMsarywics. — Ho 6ynp octopox-
Hee, — OH B3JI0XHYJ. — MHoraa nyumie npomonyars. [loHuma-
emb? § Begp He mpolty TeOsh TPUKUIBIBATLCS JIEPEBEHCKOM JTy-
POYKOM.

Ero myTka Toxe He Halula OTKJIMKA.

— §l ¥ Tak MECTHBI! ypoJ, Yero yx TaM, MOTy U 1ypPOYKON
NIPUKHUHYTHCS, — TporoBopuia Pomcu. — Y MeHs1, KoHeuHo, Oy-
YT COIIEPHUKH, €CJIM Thl BCE-TaKU MpuBejelb aurreHoB. Ho,
JyMalo, KOrja Te okajeyar napy-TpouKy Jitojied, MeHsI MO0 T
CUJIbHEE.

— Hla, ckopee Bcero, Mnokajeyar, — 3aJyM4ABO ITPOTOBOPHUJ
CuHomnac.

OH Bcerga 3Hal, Korja HeoOXOIUMO ee MOoAJepKaTh U YCIo-
KOMTb, a KOrJja MPOCTO MPOUTHOPUPOBATh.

— Ho kT0-TO MOCTpasaer B modoM ciydae.



CBuHONAC MOAHSUT YAWIHIIE, TIOMPABIIT “MYIIKY” U 3a0pOCHIT
00OpaTHO.

Promcu onrervuia. OHa He 0)kuajia, 9To MOXET OBbITh HACTOJIb-
KO IIOXO.

— 41, KOHEeUHO, IMocTaparoch CIesIaTh TaK, YT00 KEePTB OBLIO TO-
MEHBbIIIE.

— I[Nocrapaenbcsa?! — PioMcu ¢ yKOpOM B3IJISIHYJIA HA HETO. —
Ho TbI Beb cTapocTa, Thl IOJKEH 3a00TUTHCS O HaC.

— Crapocra, — cornacuicsi CeuHonac. — KoneuHo, He Takou
XOPOLIUM, KaK MO I, HO YK KaKOU €CTb.

B cBou jecaTh €T OHA C YBEPEHHOCThIO MOIJIA YTBEPK/IATh,
YTO 3HAET CTAPOCTY JIydllle, YeM KTo-11bo apyroi. Ho gaxe ona
He BCerja NOHMMala, Cepbe3€H OH WU IIyTHUT.

Crapocra paccmesiics, HO 3aTe€M ero CMeX Pe3Ko 000pBaJICS:

— Beunniii Jlec! — BeIpyrascsi oH, copBaB pbioy.

Bce B CyactiuBumkax pyraamch mogoOHsM oopasom. Ho ec-
JI IEPEBEHCKUE IMOTOM CMAYHO TJIEBAJIUCH, HE JKeJlasi OCTaBJISATh
Jla)ke KPOXM 3TOro cJioBa BO pry, ToO CBMHOMNAC HUKOT/A TaK HE
Jenan.

— OH Bep CITYyKWIJI CTapocToil 1o Te0s1. BepHo? — cipocuiia
Piomcu, nmes B Buny nsaa0 CBuHomaca.

— Bepro. OH ObIT XOPOIIMM YeJIOBEKOM — M CTAPOCTOM Kyria
Jydinie MeHsl. — Ero masblisl JOBKO MPUBS3BIBAIN TEePbsi HA HO-
BbII KPIOUOK. — 7Kajib, 4TO OH Moruo.

— OH ObLT KOJITYHOM ?

Crapocra KMBHYJI.



— W ero coxriv BMecTe ¢ OCTAJIbHBIMU? — TTPOJOJIKAJIA pac-
cnpamusarb Promcu.

B nepeBHe XOOuI0 MHOXKECTBO CIIyXOB IO 3TOMY ITOBOAY.
OnuH U3 TeX peAKux cilyvyaeB, KOrjaa JeBOYKa pajgoBajiach, YTO
OT JieTeld Hmuero He ckpoiBaan. Ho CBruHOMac Beerga 3Ha 00Ib-
mie octanbHbIX. Pa3zBe uto eme Kopou ObuT TakiM ke 0CBeIOM-
JICHHBIM.

— Ila, — KUBHYJ cTapocra.

Piomcu 3ameTiia, 4To ero nasblibl Ha4ald IpOoXKaTh, U OH HU-
KaK HEe MOT IIPUBA3aTh “MYIIKY~ K ITOBOJKY.

— Ilocnennsist ero mpocbhOa — YTOO 51 MO3aOOTUIICS O IEPEBHE
B €ro orcyrcreue. M3-3a 3Toro mbl 310pOBO MOCCOPUIIUACH. Mbl
BOOOIIE YaCTO CCOPUIIUCH, — Ha Jvile CBUHOIACA IPOMETbKHYJIA
TEeHb I'PYCTHOU YIBIOKU. — HO s ero oueHs Jooumt.

OH ymoIiK 1 100aBWII:

— MBblI Beip 1ake He MOMpPOILATIKCh.

— UYro Tam ciyumiiock? — Pomcu 1aBHO XoTesna 00 3TOM CIpo-
CHUTb Y CeYac 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MPUIILIO MOAXOAAIIEE BPEMSL.

— KonnyHoB, nenurened, BEAyHOB... KOpo4ye TOBOPsi, BCEX,
KTO BJIaJIeT XOTh KPOXaMH... CIIOCOOHOCTE, cOOpav B OIHOM
MECTE U... COXIIU. JKecToKo nmpeaau.

WX cuntamm BceMorymumu. bosice, 4To OHM MOTYT J1e1aTh
YTO XOTAT. A 3a4eM IepeKruBaTh, €CJIU MOKHO YOUTH?

— Ho B aepeBHE roBOpUIIM, YTO KOJIIyHbI MOIJIY A€JIaTh BCE.

Crapocra (pbIpkHYII:

— 3to0 HenpaBaa. Tebe ObI cIeAOBAIO 3HATD, YTO HE CTOMT JI0-



BEPATh BCEMY, O YEM CIUIETHUYAIOT JIIOJIU, — TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS
OH.

Promcu ynuBunace. [Jaxe 1o C4acTJIMBUMKOB JOXOIMJIA MOJI-
Ba O BCEMOTYIIIMX YapojesiX, XOTs MpaBjaa 3TO WU CIyXH, pac-
MyCKAeMble TEMHbBIM U HECBELYIIIUM JIIOI0OM (KaK UX 4aCTO Ha3bl-
Baj1 CBMHOIIAC), OCTAaBAJIOCh 3arajiKom.

— Ho B iepeBHE rOBOPAT, YTO KOJIYHbl MOIJIA YHUUYTOXKUTh
ropy OJHUM XJIONKOM B Jajomu. OHU TOBOPUJIU 3TO JIHEM, —
MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO MIPOrOBOPUJIA JIEBOYKA. — JIHEM BpaTh HeJlb-
34!

— Hoporas mos Prommepu, 1 He yTBEpXk/Ial0, YTO OHUA BpaJIu.
Ho 1 He roBopio, YTO OHM paccKas3biBaiu mpasay. Jloau nHoraa
paccKasblBalOT TO, YTO CUMTAIOT MPABJOM, TO, BO UTO BepAT. Ho
9TO HE 3HAYMT, UTO UX CJIOBA — UCTHHA. M3-3a OJOOHBIX MBIC/IEH
Y CTPaxOB U MOTHOIN KOJIIYHBI, IOTMO MOM JisifisA. A s OCTaJICs
CTapOCTOH.

— 3HauuT, TO, YTO UMEHHO KOJyHbI co3nanu Iltuny, Toxke
Henpasjaa?

— A BOT 3TO Kak pa3 npaBja. 3akJIMHAaHUE YMUPAIOIIIETO KOJI-
JIyHa ¥MeeT HeBooOpasumyio cuiy. [IpeacraBb, 4To MOTYT CO-
TBOPUTb AECATKH YMUPAIOUIUX KOITYHOB. OHU MOC/IeTHUE CUITBI
UCTPATIIIK Ha TO, YT0O co3narh [ITHiry, — ero B3msg METHYJICS
B HE0O, — M HUKTO OOJIBbIIIE HE CMOI OOMAHBIBATD.

— Tl xopormmii ctapocrta, — yabiOHynach ProMcH, X0Th U TO-
J03peBaJia, YTO OH pacckaszaj Jajeko He Bce. — JIioam 3To moHu-
MAIoOT, IaXe €CJIM U CepIATCS Ha TeOs TOPOH.



— He ymHuuaii — netu Tak He pasroBapuBaiotr. U s He gymaio,
9TO JIIOJM JIONTO OYIyT MEHSI TepreTh, XOTh 51 U CTApaloCh pajau
Hux. Ho 3t10 K sydmemy. [losgBuTCsA HOBBIM CTapOCTa, BO3MOX-
HO, JIyYlIlle MEH$, — OH NIOAMUIHYJI. — MOXET, 1axke Thl CTAaHEIllb,
KOTJIa-HUOY/Ib.

— JeBymika. .. crapocTou?

— Yemy Thl yauBisenibesa? JIo Moero asam crapoctor Oblia
Kapura-uenurensaniia, — CBUHONAca ax NEPEAEPHYJIO [PU ITOM
umenu. — OX yx crapas nusBka!

— Tax TO K KOJAYHBS.

— Konpynss, — nogreepaun CeuHonac. — Ho s ke He KoJiyH.
CrapocToil BooOI1Ie MOXET CTaTh KTO YTOJHO.

— Pazge? [1j141 317010 BeIh HY’KHA MYIPOCTh, HYy’KHO 3HATh MHO-
IO BCAKOTO.

— He coBcem tak, — MoTHY. ronoon CeuHonac. — [yner,
KOHEYHO, CTapOCTOW HE CTaHET, XOTH... 1 U TYT He yBepeH. Ho
HUKAKOI MyJIPOCTH HE HYKHO. 3aueM Bce 3HaTh? [lymaeriib, apb
['opox mHTEpecyercs 4eM-TO, KpOME CBOMX pacTeHui? 3adem
€My YMETb JIEYUTD JIIOJIEN, ECITU €CTb [JIABHBIN JIEKaphb. .. WM KaK
TaM y HMX 3Haxapb Ha3blBaeTcs? 3a4eM yMETb CpaKaTbCsl, €CIIU
y HEro ecTb BoeBoJa? 3aueM yMeTb KOBaTb, €CJIU €CTh XOPOIIHiA
koBaJib? [lonnmaens? LlapcTBOM ynpaBiisieT He OIMH YEJIOBEK.
3amaua xe 1apsi — nogoopaTh 3TUX JIIOAEW U CIeIUTh, BCE JIU
UJET Kak Hao.

Ha 310 Promcu Heuyero Obu1o orBeTTh. [lOMOTUaB, OHA CKa-
3aJ1a:



— 3aro 6oJj1ee CTPaHHOTO CTAPOCTHI, YeM Thl, TOYHO HE TOSBUT-
cs1. JIUTTeHOoB Kautyerib, a 60raMm MOJIUTHCS He pa3peliaelib.

— Iotomy 4uTo qurreHsl noje3nee 60ros. U yx TOYHO He Tak
ONACHBI ¥ JKECTOKH.

Promcu noesxuiach, BCOOMHUB, KakK CJIbIIIAJIA, YTO aaKOHIIBI
IPUHOCSAT B )KEPTBY CBOUM OOTam He TOJIbKO JKUBOTHBIX, HO JIaXke
JIIONEN.

— W omnacHbI Kak pa3 He Te 00T, YTO BEUHO TpeOYIOT KPOBH, —
CJIOBHO ITPOYMTAB €€ MBICIIH, ITporoBopui CBUHOIIAC, — a JOOphIe
6oru, Takue, HarpuMmep, kak [Ipupona-Mars nnmm Cosgaress.

— [Touemy?

— TBoii oterr mpas, — ABHO HEXOTsI PU3HAJI cTapocTta. — 1 co-
IJ1aceH, uTo 6e/1a He 00oWAeT HaC CTOPOHOU. M HyKHO yKe HauM-
HATh TOTOBUTKLCS K Toiony. Ho Beerya HaiiyTcs JIIOAU, KOTOpbIe
BMECTO TOT'O, YTOOBI UTO-TO MPEAITPUHUMATH, CTAHYT MOJIUTHCS,
OXXHJIas, 4To HeOO moIuleT cnacenue. Ilonnmaeriib, B 4em orac-
HocTh? B Hagex e Ha OOros.

ProMcu kuBHYyMa: MOHUMAIO.

— A g Bcerna 3Haya: 4yto Obl HU TOBOPWIIM O TeOe, Ha caMOM
JieJie Thl XOPOIIWI YeJIOBEeK M JIIOOUIIb KUTENIEH IepeBHHU.

— Pan, 4to 1hI Tak cunraens. Ilo-HacTosdmemMy xoporue mno-
CTYIIKHM — 3TO Te, KOTOPBIE JIENIAI0TCS BHE 3aBUCMOCTH OT TOTO,
DJISIIAT JIM KTO, TIOHUMAIOT JIM X HAMEPEHUs U OICHSIT JIA UX.

Hekotopoe BpeMsi cTapocTa MpUCTaIbHO HaOmoaan 3a Oyp-
HBIM TeueHueM. Kazanock, peka yBiieKasia U YHOCUJIA €0 MbICIIU
3a cOOOM, AaJIEeKO OTCIOAA.



— Bujuimb, kak 0ekuT peka? — MporoBOpU OH HaKOHEIl. —
[letnser u u3BUBaeTcs BIoJb rop, MUMO Beunoro Jleca. Kro 3na-
eT, Ky/ia oHa yxonut? Bo3mMoxHO, Korga-HuOy/Ib IMEHHO Thl Ha-
pucyelllb KapTy ee MyTelecTBUs, — CTApOCTa YAbIOHYJICS, HO €ro
JIMLIO BBIMVISJEIIO NMEeYaIbHbIM U CYpOBBIM. — Jlake mociie Haiei
CMEepTH peka OyaeT IpoAoJIKaTh IIyMeTh, TOPHI pacTy, a Jlec my-
ratb. Jlake noce Hauiero yxojaa HUUero He UMEHUTCS. DTO Baxk-
HO MOHMMaTh. 3aroMHu, Plommepu, no-Hacrosiemy A00pbie u
MPaBUJIbHbIE MIOCTYIKU — 3TO T€, KOTOPBIE JEJAl0TCS HE TOJIbKO
st ceOs1. [TomoOHO TOMY, Kak pOAMTENN CTPOSAT KPENKUK J0M,
HAJIeSICh, YTO OH OYy/IET CTOSITh Jake TOCIIe MX KOHYMHBI.

OH e11ie HEMHOTO TIOMOJTYAIT ¥ JOOABWUIT:

— Tebe mokaxkyTcsi CTpaHHBIMU MOM CJIOBA, HO €CJIU CO MHOM
YTO-TO CIIy4uTCsA, a TeOe OyleT HyKHa IMOMOIIb — OOpaTUcCh K
Kopouy. On nozabotutcsi o Teoe.

3to ObUIO U MpaBjaa HeoxuaaHHo. Bee 3Hamu, yto CBUHONAC
u Kopou tepners He MOTYT ApYT apyra.

Piomcu 1 ctapocrta nopeidauniu erie HemHoro. OHa rnomana
CTOJIbKO € pbIObl, cKosibko M CBuHomnac. Ho oH, Kak Bceraa, oT-
nan eyt cBoio. Emy Oosbliie HpaBUIOCh PhIOaYMTh, YEM €CTh CBOM
YJIOB.

Dro ObLT OCTETHII pa3, Koraa PiomMcn Busiena crapocry. 3a-
TeM ero He cTajo. OHU Jaxe He MO POILAIKCH.
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BesxanocTHOe COTHIIE Tep3asio KOKY KapoM sIKOOBI yIlle/IIie-
ro sieta. [Toxoxe, OHO PacHpaBUIIOCH C OCEHBIO U Terieph 0OMa-
HBIBAJIO BCEX, MMOKa3bIBAsICh B €€ MIKype. [IpoxaaHblii BETEpOK,
Oy/ATO CTOBOPHBILKCH C HUM, JIACKaJ JIUIIO JIMIIb MTHOBEHUE, a
3aTeM, 0OAJI0BaB, HA/IOJTO UCYE3all.

Piomcu m1oxo ceOst uyBCTBOBaIa. XOTS paHbl yKe TOYTH He
OoJenu, HO TeJI0 HYXJAJIOCh B OTAbIXe. BClo HOUb el CHUIIMCH
koumapsl. Yro, Bpouem, He yauButesbHO. [lepexuroro 3a no-
clienrHee Bpemsi ObLIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOO HAJOJITO JIMIIUTH ee
MPUSATHBIX CHOBUJIEHUIA.

Promcu u Ilypo Beimum n3 CyacivBurKoB. VX myTh Jiexkai
B cropoHy Beunoro Jleca.

Bposne noporu oHu yBuaeau Toity JurreHoB. ['urantel cuae-
JIM Ha 3eMJIe: KTO-TO OOIIAJICS, KTO-TO CHaJl, HEKOTOPbIE MOIHSI-
JIUCh, TIPOBOXKAsl UX B3MJISIIAMU.

— Ect pobota? — nporyzaen oyH U3 HUX.

[Ilypo npourHoprupoBajl BOIIPOC, MOJTYa IIaras aajblie, Prom-
CH MOCJIEJ0BAJIA €TI0 MPUMEPY.

— CamuMm KpaTh HEUero, elie ux TyT He XBaTajo, — mpooyp-
yau1 orel] bpakku. — Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO BCEM CKOMNMILEM CIOJA
MIPUTIEPJIUCh, KOTJa YCbIaiy, 4YTo B CUaCTIMBUMKAX IUITEHOB
OepyT Ha padory.

bonbiiie oH HUYEro He cKaszall.



Bnamu, co cropons! lllkyponeposoii Poiu, 3 mpaka Beuno-
ro Jleca nogHumasiace poraras ckaja. Promcu BcriomHmIa, Kak
CTpaHHBIM KaJleKa 3BaJl €€ TyJa, €CIA YTO CIAy4yuTcs. TONbKO
Piomcu He 3Hasla, Kakue 3TO JIOJKHBI BO3HUKHYTh MPOOJIEMBI,
4100 OHa mode:xaa B cropoHy Beunoro Jleca.

— MBI ujieM K TOMy 4YesIOBEeKY, ¢ KOTOPBIM BHI BUepa 0OIa-
Jmch? — Hapymwia oHa Mosyanue. — OH Bellb TOpProel, BEpHO?

— BepHo, — orBetun llypo, ornsgHyBImcs. — Korga-to Mel o0a
OBLIM TOProBIIAMHU.

— BBl epecranm ToproBarb U3-3a CEMbU?

— He coscem, TouHee, oTyactu. Bce n3MeHmnoch, Koraa Mou
NIepBbIi ChIH 3200J1e]T CTpAIIHON OOE3HbIO.

— Kpenn?

[ypo MeqIeHHO 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Kpen — cpeiHuii ChbiH.

— Ho s He Bunena Bamero crapuiero... — PioMcu 3anHysace.
OHa Bce noHs1a.

— BBITh TOProBlieM — 3HAYUT BCE BpeMsI My TEIIECTBOBATh. by-
JOy4d PsIOM C CBIHOM, 51 Obl HIUEM He cMOr eMy 1noMoub. Cko-
pee Bcero, HUKTO He cMor Obl. bose3Hb Obuia. .. HEM3IeUUMON.
Ho mHe cienoBano HaXoaUThCsl psIOM, — T'OJIOC MYKUMHBI HaJl-
nomusics. — [To3xe 1 MHOroe nepeoCMBICIINAI U PELLIL, YTO BCe-
raa Oy/y co CBOEH CeMbeil, B Tope UK B PaJOCTH.

Piomcu kuBHyna. Eil HauvHan HpaBUTHCS 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

— 31, Piomcu, — mporoBopuii oH. — Thl Belb TETIEPb TOXKE YacTh
Halllel CEMBH.



[Iypo naxe He MpeACTaBIsI, KaKylo OHa HCTbITaNa Onaronap-
HOCTb 32 3T cj0Ba. Kak BaXHO UMETh PAIOM JIOEN, KOTOPhIE
3HAIOT, YTO ThI epesxui. Jloaen, KoTopsM Tel HykeH. U 31u Jmo-
J1 OTKPBUIX €M IBEPILY B CBOIO CEMBIO.

Hecmotps Ha camouyBcTBHE, ProMcu Teneps 1marana B pasbl
gerye. Ho Ilypo nouyemy-T1o HEpBHAYAI U BCE BpeMs KOCUJICA
Haza/l. Piomcu npocneania 3a ero B3msJOM U OCTOPOKHO 00ep-
HYJIaCh.

3a HUMHU CJIEI0BAJIN KAKUE-TO TUIIBI.

— Ilo namm gy, — Ilypo ciierka npunogHs Memok. — Tou-
Hee, 3a HUM. YBS3aJIMCh 32 HAMM, KaK TOJIBKO MbI IOKUHYIIA -
peBHio. He ocranaBnmBaemcs.

ProMcu 4yBCTBOBaa OTUAssHHYIO HaAEKAy B €ro rosoce. B
9TOM TTYIIY OHM CJIOBHO MOAAPOK JIJIs TpaOUTENeH.

PiomcH yxe MpuBbIKJIa, YTO MTHOBEHbS €€ yIaYl KpanHe pel-
KU U CKOPOTEYHBI.

OHna faxe cMUpPUJIacCh C TEM, YTO OAVH 3aKOHYMBILIUICS KO-
Map HaBepHsKa cMeHUTCs HOBbIM. Ho Tak ckopo?!

[1ypo kperue yxBaTuics 3a MELIOK:

— Kak 1bI ce0s1 uyBcTBYeIIb?

OH BriepBbl€ TOMHTEPECOBAJICS €€ CAMOUYBCTBUEM, XOTSI CEM-
yac OHa BBHIMVIAJEIA YKE HAMHOTO JTyYILE.

— bexarts cMory, — otBeTriia Promcu, crapasice moBepuThb CBO-
uM ke cioBaM. OHa NoHMMaJIa, K YeMy ero BOIpoc.

[lypo kuBHYJ, U OHU pBaHY/IU. KycThl U IepeBbsi 3aMeNbKaIn
nepes ra3amu.



[Lypo Obu1 yxe He MOJIof, HO OeKaJ I0CTATOYHO OBICTPO, J1a-
K€ yCreBast TOBOPUTH, XOTb U C JIETKOW OJBIIIKOM:

— WX TonmpKO ABOE, — HaleXkJa MO-NpekHEMY 3Bydalla B €r0
rosioce. — Emie HemHoro. .. 1 fodepemcs k Jlucy.

HeBouka ornsnynack. [Ipecnenosarenu e orcraBamu. [lypo
pe3ko cBepHyI. PomMcu 3a HUM.

W B crnenyionuii MUT OHa yiKe Jiexkana Ha 3emiie, O0JIbHO 00
KOro-To yaapusiivcek. Haj Heil Bo3BbIIanack orpoMHast purypa,
3aKyTaHHasl B ILIalll.

Bo pry Bce nepecoxJio, pyKr Hadalau ApoxKarh.

“U Bce-Taku uX OBUIO HE BOE”, — CJIOBHO CaM BO3/AyX MPO-
HIETITaJl TU FTOPbKUE CIIOBA.

[1ypo, BeCb MOKPBbIii OT IOTa ¥ MIOOJIEAHEBINN, CTOSLT PSAIOM,
€r0 BOJIOCHI CJIMILIUCH B casibHbIe ITpsiau. K Promcu noporen BTo-
POl My’>KYMHA, C HEKPACHUBBIM M CTPAHHO TEPEKOIIEHHBIM JIH-
oM. OH MpOTSAHY K HEN PyKH, TIOMOT MOJHATHCS U BEPHYJICS
K TUTaHTYy.

Tenepb IeBOYKa MOIVIA PA3MIALETh YEJIOBEKA, B KOTOPOIO
Bpe3anach. OH ObUT POMaTHBIM, MOIIIHEE JUITEHA, JaKe BhICO-
kuii Hlypo goxoaui emy Juiib 10 men. JIuio yBepeHHoe, HO He
Harsioe. bopona u ycel yxoxeHsl. [Tox rmamom 6rectena Konb4ay-
ra. [IpucyTcTBOBaN M M€Y, TAKOM K€ OIPOMHBIM, KaK 1 BJIaJIEJIEL.
DT10 OBLT HE OOBIYHBIN OJIOBOPE3, & HACTOAIINN BOWH.

On nocmotpen Ha ProMcH, TpUKpBIB JIaIOHBIO I1a3a OT Clie-
MSLLIEro conHua. JleBouka orfisiHy/1ach — €331, HAaKOHEI, MOsIBU-
Jmch npecnenoBaresd. Ho oM moyemy-To OCTaHOBUJIUCH U TIe-



PETJISIHYJIUCh.

Bowun 6pocun B3z Ha Lllypo, motom Ha AEBOYKY U, HAXMY-
puB OpOBHU, CHOBa Ha MOSBUBIIUXCS. OH MOBEIUTENILHO B3Max-
HYJI PYKOU, HE OTpbIBasi B3MJIsAA: MOIOUIUTE.

[IpecnenoBarenu HeyBEPEHHO MOBUHOBAIUCH.

— I'ae-To TyT nmomxkHa OBITH IepeBHS. .. 3-3-3... Yaada? — 00-
parwiicst BUTs3b K Lllypo. ['onoc 3Byyan nogo6Ho rpomy.

— CuactuBuukd, — nonpasui Llypo, no-npexHemy Omea-
HBI, HO CTapasiCh JAEPKaTbCsl YBEPEHHO.

— 51 cmory Tam pa3noObITh Jiommaas? He BaxHO, Kako# mopo-
b, TJIAaBHOE, YTOO BBIHOCIMBOM Obljia, — MpOrpeMes BOWH.

— Bo3moxHo. Ho s He yBepeH. Ceiluac Tyro co 3BEpbEM. ..
TOJIOf. ..

— I'onon? — 3ayMYMBO NEPECIPOCUII TUTAHT U KAaK-TO BUHO-
BAaTO B3IVISAHYJI HA CBOETO MEPEKOIEHHOTO pUATENs. B31oxHyiI.

[TpubmM3uIUCh MpecieaoBaTey, Morva s cede moj Ho-
T'U.

— A KOpuMa TyT uMeeTcA? — CIPOCUJI TPOMOIJIACHBIA BOVH, 1
€ro TOH TepecTa Ka3aTbCsl APYKETIOOHBIM.

— Nmeercs, — kusnyn lypo.

— Bul ¢ moukoit kyga-to crienmid. He cmero Bac Oosbliie 3a-
aepxuBaTh. — Butsasp obepHyncs kK npuObBImM. — Mens [o-
OpaH 30ByT. [IpoBenute, moxanyiicra, 10 KOpuMmbl. S He mecT-
HBII, HE XOTeIOCh Obl 10 HOYM TYT JIA3UTb.

Jliis Promcu ero uMst HU4ero He 3HaumJjio, HO Ha BCEX OCTAJIb-
HBIX OHO MPOM3BEJIO He aObl KaKOe BIieUaTieHrue. Y OJHOTO W3



npecrieioBatesie 1axe OKPYIIAJIKCH I71a3a.

He nmoxunasic ux oTBeTa, KOTOPHIM €My, TOX0Xe, He TpeOo-
BaJics, JJoOpaH ckaszaj 4yTh rpoMYe, HEMIOHSATHO KOMY:

— Upem!

Zamypmani Kyctsl. VI3 HUX MOSBUIIACH JTOBOJIBHO ITyXJIEHb-
Kasl KeHIIMHA U, TIONOW/Is1 K TOBAPUIIly TUTaHTa, OOHSIA €ro.

— INokasbIBaiiTe gOpoOry, 4To Jiv, — CkoMaHaoBai JloopaH.

HenaBHue npecneoBare v MojJa Mol Briepe/.

[Mepen yxomom HoOpan mommurHyn Promcu, mon Gopomoi
IPOMEJIbKHYJIa YJIbIOKA.

— Ham ouens nosesino, — ckazai [lllypo 4yTh moroas v BbIIOX-
HyJ1. — Ho nocrienmm, He Oy/ieM HCIBITHIBATH CYIBOY.

— D710 OBLT BUTA3b? — CIIPOCHIA AeBOYKa. — HacTosmmii?

— Cam Jlo6pan. Tor, kTo youn JIuxonesi, — MHOTO3HAUUTETbHO
niporosopui Iypo.

Vx o JIuxonee Promcu cipixana. Bee cipixamm o JInuxonee.

— OHHM K HaM TI0 peKe T00panch? — IPEINONIOKMIA JEBOUKA.

— be3 nomanen, u He 3HatoT o rojozae. Koneuno, no peke. He
u3 BeuHoro Jleca ke BBIIIUIN.

— WHrtepecHo, 3aueM OHM Clofa TIOKaJIOBaju, — CIPOCUJIa
Promcu.

[lypo nmoxai rnjaiedamu:

— Beunniii Jlec ero 3naer. Ho yBepeH: OH He MPOCTO Tak TYT
nosiBWICSA. [lymalio, Mbl €11ie 0 HeM YCJIbILIUM.

[Iypo u Promcu risigenu um Benen. O6a He XOTeNu IBUTATh-



csl ¢ MecTa, He yOeAMBIIKCh B TOM, UTO MX IPEC/IeIOBATENN He
BEPHYTCS.

3

— Bac n1Bye, — 3ak/m0uni qUrred. — Xo3suH Ka3ae, Oye OfuH
JIBYTJIA3bI MYKUUH!

— 006 3TOM MOXeIlb He OeCTIOKOUThCs, — 3aBepui ero lypo. —
A npyr Jluca.

— X0351H Ka3aB, Oy/ie OJJVH JIBYTJIa3blii MYKUMH! — IIOBTOPHIT
TUr'aHT, HAXMYPUBILKCD.

— Bce BepHO, — HUUYTh HE CMYTUBIIUCH, 0TBeTWI [Iypo, noa-
MurnyB Piomcu, kotopast Hauaia HepBHUYATh. — OJIMH MYy:KYMHA
— 9TO0 s1. XO035IMH Bellb He TOBOPWJI, UTO HENb3s1 MPUBOIUTD Je-
BOUKY.

— JleBy4Ky? — MOBTOPWUJI IUITEH, MTOYECHIBAs ITyUYOK BOJIOC Ha
MAaKyIIIKe, 1 CHOBA OTUEKAHWIT:

— X0351H Ka3aB, OyJe OJVH ABYIJIa3blii MYKUWH!

— Tak noiiem cripocuMm y X03siMHa, Kak HaM ObITh? — BbIIEP-
’KaB ero B3rs, npeanoxui lypo.

Hurren noponsunyics Ommke K Ilypo, yrpoxkarome ycra-
BUBIIIKCH HA Hero. PromMcu 60siiach, 9YTO MYCKYJIMCTBIA TPOMUJIA
pazo3znurcs. OHa XOpOLIO MOMHWIIA, KaK €r0 COPOANY OIHOU py-
KOH — CJIOBHO KypHHOE SIAIIO — pa3aBUJI YeJIOBEKY T'OJIOBY.

— To itnem, — HaKOHeI] MpOrpeMe’ rMraHT.

JIUrreH HEeTOPOIUTMBBIMU TSKEJIBIMU IIaraMu TBUHYJICS TY/A,



OTKyga nosisusics. OHU MOLUIA CIIE0M.
Wnrr okazanock Heganeko. Ha HeOombIIon mosistHe UX K JauTH.
— IIpuBerctBylo, noporon Llypo, — Beceno no3goposajics
Jluc, BcraBas ¢ BajiexkHUKA. — Buxky, Thl HE OIUH.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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