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Muxaua beso3epos
Bo3me3aue TeseHrepa

Hem namsimu o npexcrem; oa u o mom, umo 6yoem, He OCHAHENCs,
namsumy y mex, Komopule 0yoym nocne.

Bpems aobums u 8pems Henasuoeme.
Knueza nponoseonuxa

I'naBa 1
Tpoden

Beproner ToT jeran Bceraa no OAHOMY M TOMY K€ MapIIpyTy: Haj JlecoMm mpeakoB, yepes
Onenbio naap u nepeBast Cemu OpaTheB, Jasblie — 3a JIeBATh XOJIMOB KPAaCHBIX JbsSBOJIOB U IIPOIIa il
3a YepHbIMU OostoTaMu M pekaMu 3b10bio U [Taparikoii.

Ps160ii mopiorien K KOCTpy, BOKPYT KOTOPOrO OHM CHJEH Y MEKJIM KapTOIIKY, MOBEJ YepHIO-
VMU I71a3aMH, OT KOTOPBIX CEpALIe YXOOWJIO B IIATKH, ¥ CKa3aJl TAKUM XPHILIBIM TOJI0OCOM, YTO MPO-
AUPAJIO JI0 KOITYMKA:

— Tak, nauansl.... 3aBTpa Bozpmere JIIK!... — O nomonyan Tak Joiro, 4To BCE, 3aTauB JbIXa-
HUe, BIWIKCh B HETO IV1a3aMH,  TOTOM, JOBOJIbHBIN ITPOM3BeJeHHBIM 3(pekToM, nodasui: — Ho Tak,
YTOOBI BEPHYJIU B LIEJIOCTU M COXPAHHOCTH. .. U YTOObI CAMM TaM I'OJIOB HE MOJIOXKHUIIN.

[Touemy OH MpHHST Takoe pelleHHe, TaK U OCTAJIOCh TAHOM, OBITh MOKET, Y3HAJT YTO-TO O
rOTOBSALIEMCS HalaJeHUM WM MPEeAYyBCTBOBAJ €ro. Tak Wiv uHaue, Ho BpeMs IPUILLIO.

— Vpa!!! — noackoumn xynoii cytyabiii CKel 1 OT BOCTOpra eiBa He OpsIKHYJICSI B KOCTEp.

370 00CYRKJAJIOCH TAK JIONTO, B TAKUX MOAPOOHOCTSIX, YTO OHU 3HAJIM, KAKMM MapIIPyTOM UATH,
I7Ie PACIOJIOKUTBCS JlarepeM, KTO Iie CIpsSYeTcs U Kak CTPEJIATh, U BOOOLIE, MM Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OHU
JaBHBIM-JABHO YK€ COWJIM TOT YepTOB BEPTOJIET, M TOTOMY LEJIbI Toj1 Ay/mch Ha Ps6oro 3a To, uto
OH C/IEpP)KMBAJI UX BOMHCTBEHHBIE TIOPBIBBI. «YCHEETCs... — TOBOPUJI OH UM C HEMOHATHOW yCMelll-
KOM, — MOJIOIBI €I1le, MOJIOKO Ha rybax He 00COXJIO, XOTSl Y HEKOTOPBIX, 51 BUXKY, YCBI IIPOOUBAIOTCS.
VYMupath Beerja Jerko. A HaJlo KUTb, KUTh. CIUIIKOM MaJIo Hac OCTaoCh. ..» M Bce eMy, KOHEYHO,
0€30TUEeTHO BEpUJIM, XOTS U pBAJIUCh B OOM Jaxe c JoapMu-KaiiMaHamu. Tex ke, KOTOopble MOIJIU
YTO-TO BO3PA3UTh, IJABHO HE OBLJIO B )KUBBIX — [TAJI1 OHU CMEPTHIO XPaOpPbIX C STUMU CaMbIMU KaiiMa-
Hamu. Ho 310 OBUIO JaBHO, ellie 0 TOro, Kak 3To NOKOJIEHHE MallaHOB OTOPBAJIOCh OT MATEPUHCKOM
rpyau. ITostomy oHM 1 He BeJjajii ONacHOCTel 1 ObUIM cMeTbl JO OecriaMATCTBA.

—Thl... THL... THI... — Psi00¥ Kpyrom noBeJ najiblieM ¢ 0OJIOMAaHHBIM HOI'TEM, CIIOBHO BHIOMpast
ceOe KepTBYy.

OH nponyctun Ckerna, TOJICTOro JIeHUBOTro JproH/ieNst ¢ KUCeIbHBIMU MO3TaMU U ¢ PyMSIHLIEM
BO BCIO I1IEKY, OJIETOrO B HACTOSIIYI0 KOPOBBIO JIOXY, & HE B )KUJIEHbKYIO JOIIKY, €CTECTBEHHO, MeJ-
koro beca 3a ero HeHaIe:KHOCTb M XJIMIKOCTb J1aKe 3[J0POBEHHOTO U CUJIbHOTO, KaK ME/IBE/lb, HO Me/I-
mutensHOro TenenHs?, chiHa peidaka. OH npormycTi Takxke YeboTta — ChlHA MOMTYTONa-ToTyIaMaHa,
XOTSl €ro B3IJISAJ 33/IePXKaJICSl Ha HEM JI0JIbIIe, YeM Ha OCTasIbHBIX, Iporyctuil Kocoro mo BnosHe
MOHATHBIM MPUYMHAM M HAKOHEL| TKHYJI B IMpokoruieyero Kocrio:

— To1... — Paboii mymMHO BTSHYN B ceOs BO3/IyX, Kak JIOCh HA Bogoroe. — Thl, KaK JIydIi
CTpeJsioK, Oyaenb crapumM! I'osoBoii otBeruis, ecnu yro! Bee, uro Haiigere, nputaiuTe cioga. U
ymnacu Bac bor oOMaHyTh MeHs. .. OTOpBY U BbIOpoLY !

1 . o
JIIK — kpymHOKaIMOEpHBIi CTAaHKOBBII yJieMeT crcteMbl dertsapesa — Illnaruna.

2 Tenenenn — MeaBeb, YyBaJICHb.
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U Bce emy noBepwiu, U 1axke HA MTHOBEHUE ChEKUINCh, U BTSIHYJIA TOJIOBBI B TUIEYH, TIOTOMY
yto P60 ObUT CKOp Ha pacrpaBy M OeCIONaIeH, KaK OCTPbIA KJIMHOK.

— Xopormo, — MokopHO cornacuics Kocts, cMaxuBast ¢ m1a3 ryctoi Oenbiid 4yd U mpsida 3a
na3yxy KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTAJ IPH CBETE KOCTPA.

3aBTpa — 3TO 3HAYMT HA paccBeTe, KOrja elle MeTyXyd He IMPOIMOoIT, KOrjaa COJHIIE elle He
TIOSIBUTCS HAJT COITKaMU 3a JiepeBHel. HaJto elrie mpuBecTy ¢ MoJis JIomaaeH v B3ATh KOe-4TO B JOPOTY
12 ¥ YTPSICTH BCE BOIIPOCHI C TIPUSTEIISIMH.

Knuuku k Hemy He kiewuch. Ero HazsiBanu to benbiM, To [Ipuemsiiiiem, To CmetaHoi, HO y
Hero ObIJI0 TAKOE OTKPHITOE JIUIIO, HETIOXOKee Ha XUTPhIE, CKYJIACThIE JTUIA aOOPUTEHOB, UYTO KIIMYKU
OTJIETAJIH OT HEero, Kak ropox oT cTeHbl. [IoaToMy ero varie Bcero Ha3biBajiv pOJHBIM UMeHeM — KocTsl.
U 310 OBUTO TPABUIIBHO, IIOTOMY YTO UMSI OOBIYHO COOTBETCTBYET BHYTPEHHEU CYIIIHOCTH YelloBeKa,
a cymHocTh y Koctr ObUIa 1O/ CTaTh €ro UMEHU, TO €CTh «00JaJaloIINi HETTOKOIeOUMOM CIipaBe/i-
JIMBOCTBIO». M neficTBUTENbHO, eciii KOCTs roBOpwiI, TO TOJNBKO MpaBay, Jake eCiid 3TO TPO3HIIO
HEMPUATHOCTSMHU, €CJT €My ITOPYYalv JIeJIO, TO BHIIIOHSUIT €r0 Ype3BBIYaiiHO JOOPOCOBECTHO, €Cin
0 YeM-TO pacCyskaaj, TO 3HaJI, O UeM pacCyXk/aeT, a 3a yOek/IeHHs TOTOB ObLT OMTBCS 10 CMEePTHU, He
OTCTyTIasi HY Tepe]] KeM, — B 00111eM, ObLT OH He OT MUpPa Cero, Kak CBATOM.

YeOOT HEOBOIBHO TIOKPYTHII CKYJIACTOM MOPIOH C TIPUIUTIOCHYTHIM, KaK y O0Kcepa, HOCOM U,
KOTJIa BOXK/Ib OTOIIIEJ, TIPOIIUIIE]T HEIOBOJILHBIM TOHOM:

— Omnsate Tebe, [Mpuemsii, nosesno... — [Ipr 3TOM OH TPSAXHYJT CBOUMH YePHBIMU KaK CMOJTb
BOJIOCAMH 1 C BBI30BOM ITOCMOTpEJT Ha HEro.

OHnu yxe He pa3 JpaMCh O XPHUIIOTHI, 10 CHHSIKOB, 10 Pa30UTHIX HOCOB, HO CHJIbI OBUIH PAaBHBbI,
1 00a IOHUMAJIH, YTO Best OophOa Briepenu. Tereps, moka Kocts Oynet crapimm, YeOoTy, KOTOporo
Ha caMoM JieJie 3Bt Pemkoi [IbIKOHOBBIM, IPUIETCS IOMYUHATHCS, MHAYE €My IPO3UIIO UMETh JIEJI0
¢ Pa6emv. U xots Kocts kun B nepeBHe TelleHreln chI3MalIbCTBa, OH TaK U HE CTaJl CBOMM, W vallie
BCETO €ro 3a I7la3a Ha3blBasM [IprueMsbliiiieM 1 He 3HaJIN, TOPAUTHLCS UM WU HET, TO9TOMY HEKOTOPBIM,
a 6oJbIrie Bcero YeOoTy, 1 ObLIO OOMIHO, UTO aTaMaHOM HazHauwim KocTio, a He cBoero, MecTHOTO.

— ToiinyT mecrepo, — ckazan Kocrs, n3bderas HanpsikeHHOTo B3rsaa Yedora, — Cken, [IpioH-
nenb, Menkuii bec, Tenenens u Kocoi.

¥V Kocoro JieBbiii 1713 ISHCTBUTENLHO KOCKI KyJa-TO B He0O, U B Pa3roBope ¢ HAM Ka3ajioch,
YTO CMOTPHUT OH MUMO TeOs1. CTaHOBMJIOCH HEMHOTO HETIPUSATHO, HO ThI OBICTPO K TOMY IIPUBBIKALIIIb
1 yXe He oOpalraenib BHUMaHUS Ha TaKyIo epyH/Iy.

Koctst mepeurciiin mouty BeeX, KTO CHIEN y KOCTpa, Kpome Tpex Majonetok [larum, ['Homa
1 Yubuca, KOTOPHIM ellle U TPUHAIIATH He UCTIOMHIIIOCh, HO KOTOPBIX 3a M3y B BU/Ie KAPTOIIKH U
CYIIEHO¥ PHIOBI TOTOBBI OBLTU TEPIeTh B KOMITAaHUK. MaJiojIeTKH U He TTPOTEeCTOBAIIU, TOJIBKO, TPYCTHO
Y TIOHUMAIOIIIE B3[JOXHYB, MPUHSIJIMCH BHIKAIMBIBATH M3 30JIbl KAPTOIIKY, OT KOTOPOU YK€ JaBHO IIelT
MBSHANIMN 3arax. A 1medyb KapToIIKy OHH yMeJIH U ToOWIn. [ TaBHBIM OBUTO — He KJIACTh €€ B OTOHb
WJIA Ha OTOHb, A 3aKalbiBaTh B YIVIM, TOJBKO TOTJIA OHA MOMYYaiach C JKEJITOBATOM KOPOYKOH, UyTh
COJIOHOBaTasi, C MPUBKYCOM Teriia. Ml HeT Huuero BKyCHee TaKOW KapTOIIKH, MOKATYH, TOIMbKO XJieO,
HO ¢ XJ1e00M I10 BeCHe OBUIO Tyro. XOpoIlo XOTh KapTOIIKa YPOAMUIIACh, @ TAK XOTh KapayJ KpUYH.
Bcs nepeBHs cuziena Ha CyIieHOW pbiOe U KapTOIIKe.

— OcraBbTe C AecATOK Ha 3aBTpa, — Besen Kocts. — Koctep-1o pazkurarh He 103BOJIEHO OyJIeT.

Bce 3ameBenuch, oxumu. [IpuHsIMCH 00CY)XIAaTh MPEICTOSIININ TOXO — B TIOAPOOHOCTSX, CO
CMaKOM, TJIyIIOBATBIM XUXUKaHbeM M NpruOayTkaMu. Bosbilie BeexX IryMes ChIH MeJibHUKa — JIpIoH-
JeJIb:

— Ha a!.. la mer!..

OH BApYT pacieIpuiics U yTOCTHI BCeX HACTOSAIIMMU KOH(eTaMHu, C/IeTaHHBIMUA U3 CTYIIIeH-
Horo MoJioka. KocTs crpaniHo ynuBuicsa. 9To 3HAYWIO, YTO KTO-TO M3 JIEPEBEHCKUX PACIIIATHIICS
c otiioM [IproHnens 3a momosn O6aHkou crymeHku. CryleHKy MOKHO ObLTIO B3SITh TOJIBKO Ha «IIPO-
Mbicie» JIoyxu wid, eciu Tebe OYeHb MOBE3JI0, — B KAKOM-HUOY/Ib CTAPOM apMEMCKOM CKJaje, Ha
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KOTOpPBIY THI ClIyyailHO HaTKHYyJcs. [locnenHue aBa roga Ha «IPOMBICIE» CTYIIEHKH He ObUIo, He
MOSIBJISIACh OHA, W Bce TYT! A HaWTH cTapblil apMEeNCKuil CKJia] ObUIO Aaxe He OOMBIIOH, a rpo-
MaJHeuen ynaden. Ecim jke Thl «3aHbIKa» CKJIaJ, YyTaul OT OOIIecTBa, TO TeOe MPUIETCS UMETh
IeJI0 He TOJIbKO ¢ aTaMaHoM PsiObIM, HO ¥ co Bceit aepeBHer. CuuTai, 4To ThI MPOKJIST, IPU30BEIIb
ThI Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY MO30p M OecyecTre, ¥ paHO WM MO3AHO TeOsl BHITOHST 32 OKOJIHMILY, a 3TO Bep-
Has cMepTb. MOXHO, TpaB/a, ObLJIO YITH B coceqHIon nepeBHIo Yyna. Tak, JOMKHO ObITh, TPH roAa
HazaJ MOCTYyIuI CKOpHSIK Bacbka JIBITKHMH, HEOKMIAHHO pa30oraTeBIINiA Ha JaPMOBBIX Xapuax. Tak,
HaBepHoe, noctymun Kupioxa ABzeeB u EBceBuii KocoOokoB. ['oBoprii Takke, 4TO M3THAHHUKU
KUBYT TeTlepb Ha JIAJIeKOM XyTope Bbicenku u TpsicyTcsi HaJy CBOMM OOratcTBoM, Kak apb Kormeit
HaJl 37atoM. Ho XpeH peabku He ciaiie, moTomMy 4to Ta ke Uyna norpedoBana ot Backku JIbITkHA
OTKpPHITh MecToHaxoxkeHue ckiaga. A Kupioxa AeneeB u EBceBuit KocoO0OKOB TailHO HaBeJpIBa-
mmck B Tenenrem u npocuuck y Pssdoro Hazaz B nepeBHIo. Tak 4To, MOTYyYHIIOCH, )KaTHOCTh BBIIILIA
O60KOM, cede T0poke, HAZIO JOTOBAPUBATHCS CO CBOMMM, a He Oerarhb 10 Taire ¥ ropaM U MpsATaThCs
B TIENIepax TOJBKO Pajiv TOTO, YTOOBI KUTh C HAOUTHIM OPIOXOM.

I'ne Mor HaXOOUTHCS STOT CaMBIil Hepa3rpadieHHbIN apPMENCKHI CKJIaJI, HUKTO He 3HaUT. XOIuia
MOJIBa, YTO BCE TaM ke — 3a [IeBAThI0 XOJIMaMU KPacHBIX AbsIBOJIOB. HO OTTyna HMKTO He BO3Bpa-
I1aJIcs, JOJDKHO OBbITh, M3-3a TOTO, YTO apMENCKUE CKJIaIbl ObUIM HEBEPOSTHO OTPOMHBIMU M PSIIOM
C HIMH MOKHO OBLTO Oe30eJHO CYyIIeCTBOBATh XOTh BCIO *KU3Hb. BOT 3Ty Hieo 00 ibIopaio 4yacto
C IIyMOM M OOCYKAaJM: CXOAWTh TyJa WM HET, ¥ BOOOIIE, BOIIPOC CTAaBUJICS peOpOM — CTOUT JiU
JOBEPSATH B3POCIIBIM MY KHUKaM, KOTOpPbIe OOJIbIIE UM 32 CUET «IIPOMBICIIOB», HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO
MOCJIE/IHUT TO/I ONIVKAMIIUK «TTpombice» JIyoXu HHUYero He jJaBaj, KpoMe CTaporo MmporopKjoro
3epHa, XOTs, pa3yMeeTcs, U 3TOMy Oe3yMHO ObUTH Pajibl, U STO HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO B ObLJIbIE TOAA
OTTYy/Ia IPUBO3UJIM U MACIUIIe, ¥ KOHCEPBBI OMSAThb K€ MSCHBIE, U Calblle, TIOCBIITAHHOE YKPOIIOM,
MAKeThl C KOHIIEHTPATaMHu, JIe[IeHIIbl, BEpMHUIIIENb, caXxap, CaXapHH, Yai, a MHOTO Yero BKYCHOTO,
HarpuMep KOHCEPBUPOBAHHBIE COCHUCKH, MYCTh IPOCPOUEHHBIE, HO MX TMOEIAIU C KaTHOCTBIO, KaK
CTpAIIHO AOPOroi Aenukatec. BoT nepeBHs ¥ mojcena Ha JApMOBIIMHKY, U TOJIKO HauOosiee Jajib-
HOBUJIHBIE YIIOPHO CEsUIM, HECMOTPSI Ha HACMENIKH, CBOI0 KAPTOIIKY U POXb J1a Pa3BOAWIN KOPOB,
cBUHEW U Kyp. Terepp e BceM ayKHYJIOCh M BCE KMHYJIMCh BOCCTaHABJIMBATh XO3MCTBO, a BpeMs
YIIUIO, Y TOJIOJ CTYYaJICSl B CTABHU.

— A a?! — Bapyr obmkeHHO cripocui YeOoT, 1 HAaCTyNuIa TUIIIMHA.

Bce nocmotpenu Ha YeGoTa, CI0BHO BIIEpBbIE YBUIEH €r0. DTa KJIMYKA K HEMY IPUKJIEUIIACh
M3-32 TOTO, YTO OH C JISTCTBa HOCHUJI OTPOMHBIE phlOalikrie OPOIHH, B KOTOPBIX, KA3aJI0Ch, MOKHO
OBbLIIO YTOHYTH C royioBoii. Ho mocTeneHHo OH BBIPOC U OHU eMy CTajiv BIopy. A ere y Ye6ora Obuia
OfIHa IpUMeYaTesIbHas YepTa: OH HUKY/Ja HUKOT/IA He BIIMIIAJI, CJIOBHO C A€TCTBA ObLIT 3arOBOPEHHBIM,
TO €CTh C HUM HE MPOUCXOIWIN T€ MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE UCTOPHUHU, KOTOPBIE €CTECTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM
MIPOMCXOIMIIH C JTIOOBIM U3 AEPEBEHCKUX MAllaHOB.

Bce, xak onuH, noBepHymch kK Kocre. Jlaxe o KapToIike 3a0bLTH, TOJBKO Pa3UHY/IH CBOH TPS3-
HbIE PTHI.

— Hy-y-y... — Kocts aptuctudHO BhIAEpkKas may3y, AaBasi MOHATh, KTO 3[€Ch aTaMaH, XOTS U
BPEMEHHBIH, TPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM, YTOOBI YOpaTh C I71a3 Oeliblil uyO, U MPOM3HEC CTENIEHHO, MOoIpaXkast
Ps6omy: — ecin, KOHEUHO, 3axouelb. HacuibHO He TsHY, caM IIOHMMAellIb, A0 OMacHoe. .. He Kak-
JOMY TIO TUIeYy. ..

— Tor... Tlpuemsimt... — 3710 npormnen YeOoT, Kak mepes Apakou, — raj... MHOTO Ha ceOs
Oepemb!.. — He moOun oH mpocuth y cBoux BparoB. Ho 3arem, OpocHMB B3IV Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO
KOMaH1y, cOaBuI map: — Bam 6e3 MeHs Bce paBHO He CITPaBUTHCS.

It0 OBUIO TIPaB/IOH, MOTOMY uTO Jaxke Kocts nonnman, urto YeGoT ymeer aepkaTb KOMaHIy B
€XKOBBIX PyKaBWIIaX, a 3TO 3aJI0T ycrexa, moaromy Kocts Obu1 yBepeH, uto Psaooit ogobpui Obl ero
XUTPOCTb.



M. benozepoB. «Bo3mesnue teneHrepar»

— JlaBaii BO3bMeEM €ro. .. — KaJoOHO nornpocui Tesnernens, BOpoyasi FOJIOBOM HA KOPOTKOM, Kak
y XpsiKa, 1mee. Bug y Hero ObLT OUeHb Jake 3BepPCKUil: KPYTrJIOMOPIbIMA, JIOXMATBIH, I71a3a TTyO0KO
CHUJAIINe, TUKUE, YepHbIe KaK YIJIH, HOC KapTOIIKOM, I'yObl TOJICThIE, Kak Y Herpa. — [laBaii, uero Ham
cTout?

«Takoro eciv BCTPETHUIIb B TEMHOTE Ha TPONUHKE, TAK B INTAHBI U HAJIOKUIIIb», — HEBOJIBHO
noxymai Kocts u, Bonpeku oxxuganusmM, eapa He paccMmestics. Kak Hu cTpaHHo, a Pemka emy naxe
YeM-TO UMIIOHMPOBAJT, HECMOTPSI HA TO YTO OHU JIPAJIMCh TIPH NIEPBOM ke yaIoOHOM ciyyae. [Ipu3Ha-
BaJI OH 32 HUM CHJTY, HO 3TO He 3HAUWJIO, UTO CJISAYeT Mepejl HUM YCTyNaTh WM nmporudatbesi. Peun
IIJIa TOJIKO O BOGHHOM HEUTpajUTeTe, O BPEMEHHOW KOAIMIIMK CO BCEMH BBHITEKAIOIIMMK OTCIOAA
TMOCJIE/ICTBUSIME, KaK TO: JIAMKH TSHYTh B OHY CTOPOHY, OYHTOB HE YCTPaMBaTh W OBITh JIOSUTLHBIM.

A ¢ apyroii croponsl, KocTsi mpoMoruas He crieruaibHO, POCcTo mogyMal, yTo YeOoT MoxeT
BOJY 3aMYyTHUTb, U TOTJ]a HA CAMOM JieJie TOJIKY OT Hero OyJeT Kak OT KO3/1a MOJIOKa. MOPOKH TOJIbKO
Oobllle — MPUIIAAbBIBAN /1 IepKU yXO BocTpo. OIHAKO M HAUMHATH C PAcKoja eMy He XOTEJOCh.
[Totom camomy ke aykHeTcs. B oOmmiem, nmajika o IByX KoHIax. M Tak Hexopolo, 1 Tak mioxo. Tpe-
THETO He JJaHO.

— BepHo, He 000HTHUCE. .. — 100aBWII [IploHeNb 1 e/1Ba 10 MPUBBIYKE HE 3apkal, He 3aAphirai
HOT'aMH B CTONTAHHBIX OOTHHKAX, XOTA II0BOAA, COOCTBEHHO, Y He OBLIO.

[Tpocto proHiesns, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO TOJIIIMHY, ObLIT XOXOTYHOM U BCET/Ia IpOKall OT CMeXa,
Kak Kucenb. EJMHCTBEHHBIN €ro HelI0OCTaTOK 3aKJII0YajIcs B TOM, YTO OH ObLT jKaJHOBAT, KaK BCE
OTIPBICKA MEJTbHHUKA, HO K 3TOM €ro 4epre XapakTepa BCe YKe MPHUBHIKJIM U He 0Opallaid BHUMA-
HUsA, XOTSI TIOPOY TOT ke caMbiid YeOOT yursI ero yMmy-pa3ymy, TacKasl 3a HeCTpPHIKeHble BUXpPhL: «He
ckpstxkanyai! He ckpspxauyait! demucs ¢ Haponom!.. lenuce!.. denuce!..»

KocTtst BompocHTeTbHO TOCMOTpPEN Ha OCTAJTbHBIX.

— 4 Kak Bce, — paBHOAYIIHO MOKPYTHJ MaJleHbKOU rosoBoil CKell, OH TOXe HeIOMoO0IBa
Yebota 3a TO, 4TO TOT OBUT CUJIbHEE M HE YITyCKaJl CIydast IPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATH MTPEBOCXOACTBO.

— He npotuB, — crutioHy:1 Ha ECOK OfIETHIN B Xy1yI0 A01IKY Kocoil, KOTopblil Ha epBbIii B3I/
KazaJics TUXUM U OE30TBETHBIM, a Ha CAMOM JIeJie C HUM HHUKTO He CBs3bIBaJICs, faxke YeOoT, moromy
yro Kocoi#l B pake Briaian B HEUCTOBCTBO U HE KOHTPOJIUPOBAI ceOsl.

«Hy, ynaps, yaapb MeHs!» — cBupenesi, 3aBOIUJICS OH, a TIOTOM XBaTaJl BCE, YTO MONaaaaoch
T0J1 PYKY, Oy/ib TO HOX, TOIIOP WJIU CEpII, U BCE B CTpaxe Mapaxaivch OT HEro, MOTOMY YTO €ro MOrJia
OCTQHOBHTH TOJILKO CMEPTh. A yOMBATh OHU 1O MJIQJIOCTH JIET €Ille He YMEJIH.

— W a... — oro3Bascs Menkuii Bec, cIOBHO B MOATBep:KIeHUE MOPTHYB OeJIECHIMUA PECHUTIAMH.

Bbi1 OH 00J1€3HEHHBIM M XJIUTKUM, CAMBIM MEJIKMM B TPYIIIIE ¥ TOITOMY MCKaJI OOIIECTBA CHJTb-
HBIX.

— M=l TOXe. .. — MOC/IeqHUMHU, CTETIEHHO, KaK MaTpUIluK, OTO3BaCh TeneneHb u [IpioHers,
HE YIYCTHB cTy4vasi yHU3UTh YeboTa.

— Jlagno, — cornacuiics Koctst. — BombimHCTBO 3a. — U, yke He oOparas BHuMaHus Ha YeOoTa,
CcKasaJl, Kak B3pOoCIbIii: — BeceM B3sITh ¢ cOO0I )KPaTBBI HA TPOE CYTOK, HY ¥ BEPEBOK MOOOJIbINE. A s
3axBayvy racvHbIC KJTIOYM, HHCTPYMEHT BCAKUMA, BAPYT IPUTOIATCS?

MaroneTok OTIpaBWIIY 32 JIOIAIbMU, & CAMH Pa3JIenIUCh Y KOCTPA, MOIJIOTHEE 3aKYThIBAsICh
KTO BO 4TO ObUT ofieT. KOCTs HATSHY/ Ha TOJIOBY HIEPCTSIHYI0 «MEHUHIMTKY>» U MOTJIOTHEE 3aCTErHYT
KYPTKY, UCKYCHO TIEpEIIUTYIO U3 apMeiickoi muHeau. Ha Horax y Hero ObUti JOOPOTHBIE KAP3auH,
MOAONTHIE MEHBIMU TBO3/SIMU, — MOAAPOK Ha JeHb poxaeHus or Cemena Tumodeepuua. B oOmmem,
Koctst 6611 Of1eT He OoraTo u He OeJHO, KaK pa3 B TO, YTO TpeOyeTcs AJisk CypOBOTO CEBEPHOTO KJIH-
Mara.

He6o Han nepeBHel JaBHO CTaI0 TEMHBIM, MPauyHbIM, CO CTOPOHBI PEKM HAION3aJl XOJIOAHBIH
TyMaH, a OT KOcTpa ucxonuio teruio. [To mepe Toro Kak xoJsojiano, OHU He3aMeTHO JIIsl cCaMUX ceOst
Onrke 1 ONvoKe PUIBUTAJIMCH K OTHIO, M BCEM CTaJIO YIOTHO, TIOCJIE TOTO KaK HaOMITH skeTyaoK. [ oBo-
puiM, nepeduBas Apyr apyra, B3axiyeO, XBacTaauch 6e3 Mephbl. Pxkanu, CIOBHO cTajgo 3aryJsBIIMX
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nomanend. Kaxapiii MedTtan BraitHe pa3fgoObITh Uil IepEBHHU BEPTOJIETHYIO MyIIKy. [loroBapuBam,
41O y coceqHel aepeBHH Uymna Bpoae Obl eCTh Takas U YTO K HUM Tereph He CYHYTCS JIake camMble
oTJasiHHbIe Juxue monu. VX, npasaa, npu Hanmuuu ALK He oueHb-To GOSIUCh, HO C BEPTOJIETHOU
IYIIKOM OHO Kak Obl HaJieskHee U BepHee. OnsATh ke kammop kakou! Tpuaars MuwnmmveTpoB! A eciu
ele U pa3pbriBHBIC WM OPOHEOOWHBIE, TO BOOOIIE Pa3rOBOPOB HET. YCTPAIIUT JIOOOTO CyrocTara.
Jlesio ocTanockh TOIbKO 32 MJIBIM — COMTh TOT JAypalKHiA BEPTOJIET, KOTOPBIA HEPa3yMHO JIETAET I10
OIHOMY M TOMY ke MapuipyTy. TOJIBKO JIEHUBBIN [1a TIIyINbIA He cobnazHutcs. [loTom meperu Ha
Oaiiku 00 apMelickux ckianax, 1 Kocoil MeyraTebHO Ipor3HeC:

— T'oBOpAT, YTO TaM €CTh HACTOSIIMI JIETYUCKHUI IIOKOJIA.

[Tokonasa, KOHEYHO ke, HUKTO U3 HUX B JKM3HU He IPOOOBa, pa3Be uTo TOJCTSK JIpioHaens.
Ho Heyxenu oH npu3HaeTcs, 4To ero oTel] TAKOM SIKIAeTcs ¢ u3rHaHHuKamu? Jla Hu B KU3HB!

— Jla 4yTO TaM LIOKOJAL. .. — BECKO CKa3aJl pO30BOLLEKUH [IploH/1e/Ib 1 MHOTO3HAYMTENIBHO 3aKa-
TWI IJ1a3a. — A JMKepa He XxotuTe?!

Bce 3amepiu 1 mocMoTpenu Ha Hero, Kak Ha Oora, gaxe Kocts mognasicst odiiemy rumHosy:

— Kakoro?..

— MsrHoro!

— A 410 3710 TaKoe?..

— A c yem ero eaar?..

— A... — IOTEepsI1 KTO-TO Jap peyH.

— JlepeBHs... — BBICOKOMEpHO 3amMeTu1 JploHenb, — IpPOCThIX Beulen He 3Haete. — U TyT ke,
nonyuuB 1o mee ot Koctu, npuxkascs K 3emiie, Kak MoOUTHIN mieHoK: — S monrytuin!.. d momrytun!..

Tak 4TO OHM B TOT Beuep He MONpoOOBAIN HU JIMKEPa, HU APYTUX KPENKUX HAIUTKOB, a TO
BOOOIIIE HE MTOIHINCH ObIL.

% sk ok

[MonpoOyit Tyt ycHu! OHu, MOYYBCTBOBAB ce0s1 B3POCIIBIMU, CKOPOTAJIH €Ille C YACOK, TOPsSiU0
o0cyxk[asi, Ha 3aBUCTh JIEPEBHE, MOC/IEIHIE HOBOCTU O «IIPOMBICIIe». Bposie Obl «OTKPBUICS» HOBBIN
B OKPECTHOCTSIX ropbl Mastast MiieHp, HO TIOKa OTTYJa HUUYEro He MPUTAIIAIIN, a €CIU U TIPUTAIHIIH,
TO, HECMOTPSI Ha CTpax repen PsObM, npunpsATanu Ha YepHbIA AeHb; U Pa3OIUIMCh Ha OOKOBYIO,
KOTJ1a JIyHa B30IIlJIa U SIPKO CBETHJIAa CKBO3b PEAKHE BeCEHHHE 00JaKa, a OIHSUIUCh BCe, KaK OJIUH,
KOHEYHO, TOJIbKO ¢ TIepBbIMU TeTyxamu. Erie vac yien Ha cOOpbl, ¥ MOTyYHIIOCHh TaK, YTO, CKOJIBKO
HY CIEIIWIY, a BBIIBUHYJIMCh BMECTE C BOCXOIOM COJHIIA. B 001iem, cpasy ke Hauaiu Ona3abBarh.

Artaman Ps00#i, ofeTslii, Kak Ha Mpa3gHUK, B Oesyio pyOaIiky U IByOOPTHBIN YepHBIN MUIKAK
C METAJUIMYECKUMU TTyTOBUIIAMH «a-JIs1 OUTJIC», B HAUMIIICHHBIX JI0 OJIeCKa XPOMOBBIX cariorax, Ha
MPOIAHUE CKa3aJl, HEOXKUAAHHO MOI00PEB:

— CBIHOK, y Tebs1 OyaeT Bcero nsAth ceKyH. [1aTh cekyH[ — 310 oueHb MHoro! Llenast BeuHOCTD !
ThI 32 3TO BpeMsl yCIIeelTb BHITYCTUTh MUHUMYM JECATH IMy/b. 3HAI0, YTO Thl BCE MPABUIILHO CIea-
ellib, He 3psI s TeOs1 yUMII CTPeisATh, HO OCOOEHHO He yBJIeKaiics — B JIeBATh XOJIMOB KPACHBIX JIbSIBO-
JIOB HE XOU, KTO Obl M Kak Obl TeOs1 HM YyroBapuBaJl, 1 HUKOTO Ty/a He IMycKaid, TOMHH, 4TO OTTyAa
HUKTO He Bo3Bpariascs. [an Obl s1 Tebe B3poC/ioro MyKHKa, 1a CaM MOHMUMAelllb, BCE Ha «ITPOMBbICTIE»
1a CeloT, OJIHA HAJIeK/1a B )KU3HM HA BAC M HA «IIPOMBICITBI». [l0 yposkasi ere BOH CKOJIBKO. — Ps100it
MOCMOTPEJT Ha HEero TakK, CJIOBHO XOTEJI YTO-TO JOOABHTH, HO HE J00ABUJI, a TOIBKO MaxHYJ PyKOH.

¥V Koctu cxanochk cepatie. Craji crapuk, )aJlOCTJIMBO MOTYMaJs OH. 3a MOCAEIHUH rojl 310pOBO
cnan. HoBoro aramana Haio Beioupath! Tonmbko He u3 Koro. [ie Takoro Bo3pMellib, Kak Ps6oii?

— Bcee cnenato, Konnparuit AnekcanipoBud! — JIMXO OTBETUJI OH C TAWHBIM YyBCTBOM ITPEBOC-
XOJCTBA, KOTOPOE UCHBITHIBAJ KO BCEM B3pOCibM. — He BonHyiTeCh.

OH He MOHMMAJT 3TOTO YYBCTBA U HE aHATM3UPOBAJI €0, HO OHO HEU3MEHHO ObLIO C HUM, KaK
BTOpasi €ro HaTypa. A UCXOIHUJIO 3TO MPEBOCXOACTBO OT TOTO, YTO OH OBbLJT MOJIO U OIIyIIal B cede
CUJIbI, HEBEJOMbIE HUKOMY. BBUT JI 9TO KaKOW-TO TallHBIN 3HAK WJIH OIIYILIEHHUSI HEUTO OOJNBILEro, OH
HE 3HaJl U HE OCO3HABAJI €0 MPUPOJIBL.
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—Hy... c Borom! — Ps160ii B310XHY.T U TIEPEKPECTHUII €TO.

Ha xpputblie nepkBu nosisuiicst oterr Yebora Banepuan ®egopoBud — MpoOCTOBOIOCHIH, TTbs-
HBII BApadagaH, ¢ OOJBIIMM KPECTOM Ha JKMBOTE U C SI3BIYECKMM MOCOXOM B PyKe, TOXe MX Iepe-
KpPEeCTHJI U 3ames 0acoM YTO-TO MHOTO3HAYMTEIbHOE, HEMOTPeOHOe, a MOTOM BAPYT 3arojiochil, Kak
BCTIOJIOIIMBIIUICS TIETYX, 3aMpbIral, 3aBepTelicsl Kpyramu, HoaMeTast JUTMHHBIMU TTOJIAMU PSICHI TIBLTH
¢ noporu. babsl ¢ nepernyry 3aoxaiu, 3arojocuid. JepeBHs Bickinana mpoBoxars. LlyTka yiu, Bep-
TOJIET 3aBAJIUTh — ITO TeOe He OPeXU HAKOJIOTh K 00eny. Bepka [TanTioxnHa, 104b Ky3HEIa, C KOTOPO
y Koctu Ob111 iepBblie poOKue 4yBCTBa U M3-32 KOTOPOM, COOCTBEHHO, OHM ¢ YeOOTOM Bpaka0BaJIH,
MIPOBOIMJIA MX JIAKE 32 OKOJIHUITY U JIONTO MaxaJia eMy BCIe]l IJIATOYKOM, OCTaBHB B €0 AyIle B3I/
CBOMX MPEKPACHBIX KapUX IJIas.

KocTst cunoii 3actaBui cedst TUITHAN pa3 He OMISIHYThCS, TOIBKO MaxXHYJ IPUEMHON MaTepH
Kcenun [laHuioBHe W moexasi, OTKUHYBIIHCH Ha3aj. CJIOBHO OBIBAJIBI, CTENIEHHO, Kak Ps6oii, oH
MOKAYMBAJICS B Cefljie, UyBCTBYs B3MIsA Bepku. Ho xapaktep Bbiaepka, He 0OEpHYJICS, XOTS MEKLy
JIOTIATOK TaK M Iaparajio, Tak ¥ ceepoeno. Huuero, Hudero. .. — gymai oH, cTpajgast OT COOCTBEHHOM
e TOPIOCTH, — BEPHYCh TEPOEM ... KEHIOCh. MBICIIb OblIa HEOKUIAHHOM JaXke IUIsl HerO CaMoro.
A 4to? Jleteii BOH Ha/I0 poxaTh. Majio Hac OCTaaoch, Majo, CJIOBHO mociie Apmareiona. [Touemy
MaJio, OH He TIOHUMaJT, HapOoZa BeJlb B IEPEBHE MOJTHO, HO BCE TaK lyMaJld, U BCE TAK TOBOPUJIA BOKPYT:
MaJio, MOJI, Hac, MaJio, ¥ 6acta! Pansiie 6osbine Obu10. Kyna yx 6onbire?! — ynusnsiics Kocers, xots
BCE TBEPAWIM HA OJIUH U TOT e JIaJl, YTO HACTYITIIIO «BPEMsI-Mapb», TO €CTh TIOJHBIA OTCTOM B MUPE,
Oeccmplcuiia, TapadapIHa, BceoOlee TOMpadeHre CO3HaHMs, MIJIa B AylIax v cepaiax. Mbicib
0 XKEHUTHOE U JIETSAX MOSIBUJIACH y Hero ciydaitHo. OH 1 IymMath He aymai o0 3tom: «Moron ecue!»
Ho Bce paBHO Bepka emy oueHb HpaBHIIach, XOTS OH C HEH Jake HU pa3y He 1eJOBaJIC.

Marno-nomaiy 3ByKH JIEPEBHU CTUXJIM, OCTAIMCH MO3a1, TOJBKO JKypyasia peKa Ja CKpUIIeIH
COCHBI, LIaparnasi BepXyIllIKaMH Becesioe roaydoe He6o. Bee cpasy ke mpUTHXJIH, CAENaIuch HacTo-
POKEHHBIMU U COOPAHHBIMU, TIOTJISIILIBAIA TI0 CTOPOHAM, XOTS JIEC-TO OBbUT CBOM, poqHOi. OmHAKO
rocliejHee BpeMsi B HErO XOJIMJIM C OTAacKOM, MOC/Ie TOro Kak U3 IEPEBEHCKOTo CcTaja Mponai TpH
KOpOBbI. Haruim To1bko XBOCT J1a KOTIBITA U 3aTOBOPHITH O BOJIKAX HEBU/IAHHBIX Pa3MEpPOB.

Ho nocreneHHO OCBOMNCH U 3aHSITUCh TEM €CTECTBEHHBIM, UTO YMEJH JIeJIaTh JIyYllle BCEro, —
6onToBHe, pasymeercsi. TolbKo pa3BeqUUMKU BIiepeau — KBaApaTHbIA, Kak mikad, Tenenens ¢ 6a6-
CKUMM TIBIITHBIMU TUTEYaMU M XyIOH, Kak rmcTa, Cken — examu momva. Ho M 3T0 Kak Obl OBLIO
TIOJIOKEHO 10 ycTaBy. Benell 3a HUMu MeTpoB depes Tpuauarh — Kocra ¢ Menkum becom, kotoporo
OH B3sUJICSI OTeKaTh, MIOTOM JIOIIAIN C TPYy30M U BEIllaMH, a yXke TIOTOM — BCe OCTaJbHbIE. 3aMbIKall
KOJIOHHY CTpalIHO HeJoBOJbHbIN YeboT. Ho neBatbest eMy ObLIIO HEKyaa, pa3Be YTo ¢ MO30POM Bep-
HyTbCs B iepeBHI0. [locie storo Bepka [lanTioxnHa Ha Hero qaxe He B3IJIsHYJa Obl. [lo3aau citbl-
manock: «by-0y-0y, Oy-0y-0y...» — 1 cMex Tosctoro [lpioHaens, u xuxukanbe Kocoro, u Becesbie
Bckpukn TenenHs. KocTtst HUKOro He ofepruBat: BO-TIIEPBbIX, B JIECY TOCTOPOHHUX HET, & BO-BTOPBIX,
aaxe rpoMKoe pikaHbe JpioHiesns pasieTanock He OoJblie YeM Ha IsAThAecAT MeTpoB. Jlec, kak Bara,
DTy BCE 3BYKH, JIaKe JIOMIAAH IIJTH MOYTH OE33BYYHO, CTYTIAsi MO MATKOM MOJACTHITIKE U3 COCHOBBIX
U €JIOBBIX UIL.

Onu eriie mapy pa3 OCTaHABJIMBAINCH, OWH pa3 Y PeKU U BTOpOW pa3 MpH Bbe3ze B Jlec npen-
KOB, MOATSHYJIA TPY3bl, 0COOEHHO TspkeieHHYIo TpeHory u JIIIK, KoTopbie Becui 9yTh JId HE TSATh-
AecsT KWiorpaMMoB. [laiibiiie ABUramuch 6e3 OCTAaHOBOK, HE OIJISIIBIBASICh, BCE TITyOke 3a0Mpasich B
JIeC MO HAae3)KeHHOH TPOIe, MUMO CTPAHHBIX XOJIMOB, YCHITTAHHBIX MTPEIBIMU UTOJKAMHU, MUMO 3apOC-
JIefl KaJIMHBI ¥ €)KeBUKH, MUMO BEIbMHUHBIX ITPOTAJIMH, B KOTOPBIX HE pOciia Iake TpaBa, MUMO Mpay-
HBIX €JIOBBIX 4yamo0. MIHora Bele3:Xalll Ha MOJSIHBI, KOTOPbIE OAYPSIOIIe Max/v 3eMJISTHUKOM, HO B
OCHOBHOM TaWJIUCh TIOJL IEPEBbSIMU, OIACASICh BCE TOTO e BEPTOJIETa, XOTS JI0 €ro OOBIYHOTO MOsIB-
JieHust ObLIO ellle O-e-eil CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH.

Arort Jlec cuntaiics CBAIMEHHBIM — 0a3uc B joivHe pek [laparmka u 3p10b. [labiie Ha ceBep
HAYMHAIMCh XOJIOJHBIE MYCTOIIIH, a 3/1€Ch OBLIO MOJIHO 3BEPbsi ¥ PHIObI, POCIIH SITO/IBI U TPHOBI, BBI3pE-
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BaJIM MIICHUI]A ¥ POXb. A OTYErO — HUKTO He MoHuMal. Jlec ke Bpoae Obl IOMOraj MyTHUKY, U
B HEM ellle HA pa3y HUKTO He 3a0Jylusics U He TpoIaj, oToMy OHH 3TOT Jlec mobwmm, Xomumm
cionia 3a OpeBHaMU, rpuOaMu, SITOJION, TPaBaMU U CMOJIOH JIJTsI XO3SICTBEHHBIX M JIe4eOHbIX HY K. [lo
JkKeJie3HoM Toporu Jlec, mopocIvii OCHHOM 1 6epe3aMu, ObUT BECEJIbIM — COTHEUHBIM, TIPO3PAYHbIM, a
Cpa3y 3a HACBIITBIO CTAHOBUJICS CMEIIaHHBIM, IOTOMY ¥l TEMHEJT, U ChXKUBAJICS JI0 Pa3MepOB B3I IA.
KocTe 310 mouemy-To He HpaBUIIOCh, OH HepBHUYA, a Menkuii bec, MUTHYB pacTepsiHHO OelleChIMU
PECHUIIAMU, TIOBEJIAI:

— MHe 6arts1 He BeJies repolCTBOBAT. . .

Touno, nomyman Koctsi, cMaxuBasi ¢ rj1a3 TsSOKeblid 4y0, OIMH OH Y Hero. To s, 0e3 poay-Tiie-
MeHH, JeJ1al0 u4To X0uy. OT 3TUX MBIC/IEH Ha AyIle CASIAIOCh TSKeNo, Kak OObIYHO, KOTJJa OH BCIIO-
MUHAJT O TIOTUOIINX POAUTENSIX. B maMsATH y Hero HUYEro He OCTaIoCh, KpOMe X CMYTHOTO o0pasa:
Mambl B OeJIOM TUIaTKe Ha TUIevax v OTIa B uepHou (prioTckoit muHesw. U yem crapiiie OH CTAaHOBUJICS,
TEeM Yallie BCIIOMUHAJ VX U TY, MPOIIUTYIO *KU3Hb, KOTOpast Ka3ajiach eMy UyTh JIM He PaliCKOM BO BCEX
OTHOITIEHUIX. XOpolllee Y MeHsI ObUIO JeTCTBO, JyMaJl OH, OYeHb XOpOIIiee, HO KyIiee.

Menxkuii Bec nocran coneHoro peidiia ¥ MpUHSJICS C KaTHOCTBIO ero Moxupath. Kocts mompo-
CHUTb CTECHSIJICS, XOTs MaXJI0 YMOIIOMPAYHMTENILHO. A BJIACTb MPOSIBJISITH OH HE XOTeJI, He TOT CTyJai.
VY caMoro B KapMaHe JIeKaJlu JIBe KapTOIIMHBI U KYCOK cayia. Bo pTy OT 3amaxa pbiObl MOSIBUIIACH
BsI3Kast CmoHa. Menkuii bec cMUTOCTHBUIICS M TIPOTSIHYJT IJTABHUK C TUIACTUHKAMM XUPHOTO U TIPO-
3pavHoOro, Kak siHTaph, Msica. KocTs cyHys1 3TOT Kycouek B pOT M TOeXasl BIepeau, YToObl OOJbIie
HE COOMa3HSThCA.

Ot nonycranka BoOpoBeIil octanmch ogHu pa3BaauHbl. Ckonmbko Koctst cebst moMHWII, MOMy-
CTaHOK Bcerja ObUT TakuM. Bce 3Hau, 4To 3/1ech HeueM MOKUBUTHLCS, pa3Be UTO pacTPeCKaBITMMUCS
KUPIYaMH, HO BCE PABHO C 5Ka/THOCTHIO PA3TJIsIbIBAI MTYCThIe OKOHHBIE IPOEMBI, B KOTOPBIX HaBep-
HsIKa KOTJIa-TO OBUIM CTEKJIa, Y CTOSUTM METa/UTMYeCKUe PEelIeTKH, U Jaxe, HaBEPHOEe, KOJIBIXaTUCh
mrropsl. [uBrmuzanus, oqaako! YTo 9T0 Takoe, HU Yy KOro He ObLII0 HU MaJISHINero MOHATHS, XOTS
BCe MOHUMAJIH, YTO BEPTOJIET MOSBIISETCS OTTY/A, U3 MPOIILIOro, U3 MMKapHO, 0e30eIHOM KU3HU, B
KOTOPOM KOTJa-TO BCe OBLIO MTPOCTO OTIIMYHO BO BCEX OTHOIICHUSX, — B OOIIEM, U3 IPOIILIOro, KOTO-
poro He BepHeIlb. Kakapiii XOJIMUK BOKPYT Ka3aJICsl UM YeM-TO HEOOBIYHBIM, ITPUTATATEIBHBIM, XOTS
TAKUX XOJIMHMKOB IO ITyTH BCTPEUAIOCh BEIMKOE MHOKECTBO — HE TOTOCThI U He OUHOKHE MOTHJIBI,
a HEU3BECTHO YTO.

Koctst He BBIIEpka, COCKOYMJI C JIOMAIU U B JBa MPBIKKA OYYTHJICS BHYTPHU TOTYCTaHKA.
Kppimia 1 moTosiok mpoBaJieHbl, JOCKHU C TOJIOB, KaK U JIarW, COPBaHbI, IBEPH YHECEHBI HEM3BECTHO
keM U korja. OH ¢ KaJHOCTBIO MPOOEKa B3IJISIIOM IO CTeHaM, OOHApYyKUBasi CTapbie, MOYTH CTep-
Thie HaamucH: «3aech 0but ['pomoB A. B. 23. 09. 2040 r. 2-6aranboH, 55-ro Beno3zepckoro mojikas,
i «TarapuHoB Jlexa, KoMaHIUp TaHKA 21-T0 yueOHO-TAaHKOBOTO OataiboHa, 3-s apmus, 2040 1.»,
WJIH YK COBCEM TIO3JIHsS, CY/IA TI0 JaTe, 3anuch: «MaTtBeeB AsiekcaHap, koMaHaup potsl 703 crper-
KOBOTO MoJIKa, Mait, 2041 r.». ITocie 9TOM maThl HUKAKUX HAIHUCEN OOJIbIIE He ObUIO, CJIOBHO UCTO-
pus yenoBevyecTBa 0OpbIBaach MMEHHO Ha 3ToM 2041 rome. M3 yero MoXHO OBUIO CAeIaTh BHIBO/,
YTO COMPOTHUBJIEHHUE MTPEKPATHIOCh UMEHHO B TO BpeMsl. Bce apMuu mepeMosionu, ¢ ropevbio JyMa
Kocts, a k10 1 3a4eM — HesicHO. JIokHO ObITh, moau-Kaimanel? Cam Kocts HuKorga ux He BUAEIL.
['oBOpHITH, YTO OOBIYHBIE JIIOAM, HO C OPYXKHEM U YTO OHM OXOTATCS Ha TakuX xke Jiozieit. Ceituac xe
2053 rog. Do Kocts 3Han TouHO. MHOTME He CUMTAIM BpEMEHH, KU OT YposKasi K ypoxKalo, a Kakou
uMeHHo ro: 51, 52, unu 53-1, 11 HUX He uMesio 3HadeHus. OH ke Tak He JAymall, eMy [o4YeMy-To
OBbLJIO BaXKHO 3HATh, KAKOW IOJl U KaKOW CerofHs JeHb. MHOTMe B JepeBHE HaJl HUM ITOCMENBAIIUCH,
HO MHOTHE XK€ ¥ YBaKaJId, MOTOMY YTO OH YMeJl YUTaTh U UMeJT CYXKJICHUS O OOJIBIIIMHCTBE BEIICH.
A Hayuwscs BceMy 3TOMY CaMOCTOSITeJIbHO, HUKTO He TIoMoraj U He HacTaBiisul. PasBe uro CemeH
TumodeeBnY 0O0OPUTETHHO KUBAJ TOJIOBOM: «MoJofiel], ChIHOK, MOJIOJCII. ..», Ja ellle MoycyMa-
CIIIeIUN CTapuK ['eHKa, KOTOPBI B MUHYTHI TPOCBETIIEHHUST PACCKA3bIBAT O IUBIIIU3AINH U O Pa3-
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HBIX 4yygecax. Bce cunranu, 4To 3TO BCE MyCTOE, HUKOMY HE HyKHOE, a KocT citymian ¢ skalHOCTbIO,
3arOMUHAas Kaxk/J10€ CJIOBO U BIIUTHIBAs, KaK IyCThIHS BOAY, 3HaHUS 1O KPYIHULIAM.

OH He 0e3 coxanleHusi TOKMHYJ 3[JaHue TOTyCTaHKa, Ha CTeHaX KOTOpOro ObLia 3aredatieHa
MCUYE3HYBLIAs KU3Hb, [JI€, Ka3aJI0Ch, CAM BO3/1yX HAIIOMMHAJ O HEW, U, JIOBKO, B OTHO KACAHHUE ITPHIT-
HYB B CeJ1J10, CKOMaH/I0BaJI:

— Brepen!

Hapo Oyner clona kak-HUOYIb HaBeiaThesl. MOXKET, Ha Uyep/iake ecTh YTO-HUOY/Ib HHTEpeCHOe? —
MPOJOJIKal JyMaTh OH. XOTsl HABEPHSKA 3/1eCh BCE JIaBHBIM-JIaBHO MEPEPHITO €IE J0 MOETO MOsIB-
JIEHUs B JICPEBHE.

OTpsizr cHOBa pacTsAHYJICA TI0 JIeCcy, CHOBA MO3a1 CIIbIIIAJICs OeCIPUUMHHBIN cMex [IproHaens,
CHOBA TPAaBUJIM aHEKAOTHI PO JiereHjapHoro Bacunus MiBanoBuua u [letbky ¢ AHKOM.

Cgoro ucropuio Kocts 3Ha1 Tonbko co cioB npueMHon marepu — Kcennu JlaHWIOBHBL U TIpU-
eMHOro oT1a, canokHuka CemeHna Tumodeesnua. PacckaspiBany, 4To HallulK €ro, yMUPAIOLIETo, Ha
9TOM CaMOM TIOJTyCTaHKe, a KaK OH TaM OKa3aJICsl, OHM TOJIKOM OOBSICHUTH HE MOTJIH.

— JloikHO OBITh, THI € TIOE3/1a coImel, — pacckasbiBan CemeH TumodeeBny, BBIHUMAs N30 pTa
3I0POBEHHYIO UIJTY, KOTOPYIO UMeJI NPUBBIUKY COBAaTh B POT, [TOKA HaTHpaJ JpaTBY BOCKOM. — B Te
BpEMeHa 10€3/1a e1le XOIWIIH.

— A paneiue?.. — 3aTauB JpIxaHue, cripaimsan Kocrs.

V3K OueHb eMy XOTeJIOCh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb Y3HATh O CBOEH HacTosIIeH ceMbe. O TAMHCTBEHHBIX
M0€3/1aX OH CJIBIIIIAT MHOTO pa3 U BUJIEJN UX, KOHEUHO ke, HA KAPTUHKAaX, HO BOOUMIO — HUKOT/IA.

— Tak... 9-3-3... a gero ganblne?.. — 0ObIYHO 3a1yMunBO oTBevyasl CemeH TumodeeBruy, KOBBI-
PsISICh B TIOIMETKE M TOISIIBIBAS HA HErO MOBEPX OYKOB TOOPHIMU-A0OPBIMH IJI1a3aMH, — JAJIbIIe
M3BECTHO 4TO: TOfIOB Tebe ObLIO ceMb Wi BoceMb. [IpaBna, MaTh?

— A MokerT, Bce IeBATh, — connamanack Kcenus [laHnioBHa, BRICOKast, Cyxasi, Kak MEpPTBas €Jib.

— Her, — B aTOM Mecte BcTpeBast Kocts, — 4 enie B KOy HE XOIWJI.

W cHoBa obparasics B CIIyX — MOXKET ObITh, CKQKYT UTO-TO TaKOE, YTO CBSI3BIBAJIO €T0 C MpO-
IIJTBIM, JI0 KOTOPOTO OH ObLI OYEHb U OYEHb OXOU.

— 3HauuT, BCce MATh, IIECTh WM IIECTh C MOJOBUHOM, — COIVIALIAJIACh OHA, BBHITUPAsl PyKU
O TMepeqHUK M KOJIysl, KaK OOBIYHO, C IpaHMKaMHU. — BOJbIIEHbKUN ObUI, IIYCTPBIA U OejeHb-
KHIA-OeJIeHbKUH, KaK... KakK... MyIIuIa Ha OoJoTe.

— Touno, — no6ponymmHo noareepxkaan Cemen TumodeeBry, — OONBHO HIYCTPEHBKUM OBLI,
MIOCTPEJICHOK, €Ba HAaC YBU/IEI, C KPUKOM 3aJaJl TAKOTO CTpeKaya, eBa TeOst U3JI0BUIN B O0OJIOTe-TO.

— B kakom 6050Te-10?.. — OOBIYHO CO CMEXOM U C 3aMUpaHueM cepiia crpamuBai Kocrs u
CJTyIIaJI, CIIyILIAJI C KaJHOCTBIO, JIOBSI KaXKJ0€ CJIOBO.

— B kakom, B kakom? YTo 3a KaMEeHHOUN peuKoii!

ITonepexk Jleca nmpeakoB JeWCTBUTEIBHO JieKala KAMEHHAsi MOPEHa, YepHasi, Kak TaekHasi peKa,
HE 3apacTamollas HU JepeBOM, HU KycTamu. Pa3Be 4yTo ogHMM JIMILIAIHUKOM, [1a ¥ TO MO KpasaMm. 3a
9TON KaMEHHOW IMyCTOIIbI0 U HAXOAWJIOCH OOJIOTO MMOJ, HEXUTPBIM Ha3zBaHWeM Torb. W Kakawlii pa3
KocTtst quBmiics, Kak OH CyMel Tak JajieKo 3a0parhbCsi, IOTOMY YTO JUIsl STOTO TPeOOBAIOCH IMOJ-Jieca
niepeceyb. 1 BHOBb MCIIBITBIBAI YYBCTBO OJIATOAAPHOCTH K CBOUM IIPUEMHBIM POAUTENSIM, KOTOpHIE He
OPOCHJIIH €ro yMUPaTh, a IPOSIBUIIN TEPIIEHNE U HACTOMYMBOCTD B TOM, YTOOBI U3JIOBUTH IIOCTPEJICHKA.

— A yTt0 51 Kpruan? — cnpamvai Kocrts u npeBpainaics B CliyX, MOXET, IPUEMHbIE POIUTENN
YTO-TO TaKOE CKaXKyT, YTO JACT €My BO3MOKHOCTb BCIOMHHMTH CBOMX HACTOSIIIMX OTLIA U MaTb.

TockoBaj1 OH M0 HUM TaK CHUJIBHO, YTO MOPOM MPOCHINAJICS MOCPEIN HOYM B Clie3ax U JI0JIr0
BCIIOMMHAJI, KaK 3BaJl KX BO CHE, HO HUKTO HE OTBEYAI MY 1 He TIPUXOIUII OIJIAIUTh IO OeI00PBICOi
rOJIOBE.

Ha stom pasroBopsl, coOcTBeHHO, 1 npekpamanuck. To mm Cemern TumodeeBuy u Kcenus
JlaHWJIOBHA Yero-To HeIOTOBAPUBAJIM, TO JIM AEUCTBUTEIBHO HE 3HAJIM, UTO CKa3aTb, TOJIbKO Ha JyIle
y Koctu ocraBanock omrymieHue Gosnbiero ropsi. Tak oH ¢ 3TUM ropeM ¥ kui. Hukto He 3Han 06
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stoM. HukoMy oH HIUero He pacckasbiBal. [la 1 KoMy 3TO HY)KHO B JepEBHE-TO, TJIe 10 HHIHEITHUM
BpEMEHaM TaKMX UCTOPHII 1O AI0KMHE B KAKIOW CEMbe: KOTO-TO YOMITH JTIOAM-KaiiMaHbl, KTO-TO MPO-
naj 6e3 BECTH, a KTO-TO yIIesd B TIOMCKaxX JPYyroi KU3HU, U O HEM JyMajd, Kak O BEYHO KHBOM, U
HE CYMTAIN YMEPIIUM, HO TYXKWUJIA OT BCEH IyIH, KaK YMeeT TyKUTh PYCCKUI YeoBeK. B mamsitu
OCTaJIOCh TOJIBKO CJIOBO — MoOcCKBa. A 4t0 310 Takoe, Kocts He 3Haz. [IepeBeHCKHre HUYEro TOJIKOM
OOBSICHUTH HE MOTJTU. «MOCKBa — 3TO TOPOL. .. OOJIBIION-OO0JIBIIION, CTOMIIA. . . — TOBOPHJIM C TPUIbI-
XaHHEeM, — IJIe-TO TaM. .. AaJIeKO. . .» — HEOTpeJeJIeHHO OTBEYAI U Maxajii PyKOW B Ty CTOPOHY, KyAa
yOerasa xene3Hast fopora. Ho 3a 3TMu ciioBamu Kpbliach HeM30bIBHASI TOCKA, XOTsI, KOHEYHO, HUKTO
B OTKPHITYIO CBOMX YyBCTB HE BbIpaxkaj. BOT M BBIMCKMBAJI OH B KHUTaX 3TO CTPAaHHOE Ha3BaHUE.
Cepbe3HbIX KHUT B JIepeBHE ObLJIO BCETO TPpH: TOJICTast 3acaieHHast bubmumst, «CripaBOUHUK MOJIOOTO
MoOpsiKa», OOr BeCTh KaKUMH MyTsiMH NonaBimmil B pyku Cemeny Tumodeesuuy, u «KynunHapusi»,
KOTOpasi €CJIM KOr0-TO U MHTEPECOBaNA, TO UCKJIIOUMTENIBHO C TOUKU 3PEHUs] SKZ0TUUECKUX Ha3Ba-
HUI SICTB, TIOTOMY YTO B OCHOBHOM MHTAJIMCh TPeMsl BUAAMH MPOLYKTOB: CTPAIIHO JAe(UIIMTHBHIM
PKaHBIM XJIeOOM, prIOO M KapTOMIKOH. VI3 Hecephe3HbIX KHUT MOYTH B KaKJIOM JIoMe ObUTH CKa3KH
0 xo00uTax u BractenanHe Kosel. 1o atum kuuram Kocts u yunscs uutath, 1a erie 1no oopbBKaM
MOOBIX TIEYaTHBIX U3/IaHUI, KOTOpbIe HAXOAW B JiepeBHE. TONBKO C KaXKIbIM TOIOM UX CTAHOBHJIOCH
BCE MEHbIIEe ¥ MeHbIIe. KocTs BBIMEHMBAJI MX MTPaBAaMH M HENPaB/IaMH Y OIHOCEIbYaH U CKJIaAbIBa
B OOJIBINION KeJIE3HBIN SIIUK, KOTOPBIHA NPT MOJ] KPOBaThio. bbijia y Hero Tam gaxe SHIMKJIONEAUs
6e3 KopoJeK, HaunHasi C OYKBHI «B». A BO3WJI OH C COOOU UCKTIOUUTENTHHO «CIIPABOYHUK MOJIOIOTO
MOPpsIKa», KOTOPHIM BBIYYHJT HAU3YCTh, IOTOMY M 3HAJI, YTO TAKOE MOPEXO/IHAS aCTPOHOMMUSI, JIOIIUS
U elle MHOTO Yero, ¥ MeuTas O IaJleKoM TeruioM Mope. BoT 1 ceifuac oH 10cTaji CipaBOYHUK U3-32
Ma3yxy U C JIOOOBBIO MOTIAUI OONOKKY, Ha KOTOPOH OBUTH M300paXkeHbl IITYPBAT U KOMIIAC.

Menkwuii bec ¢ ycMelikoi mocMoTpes Ha HeTO U CKasall, BHITUPast KUPHBIE PYKH O JIOCEBbIE
IITaHBI:

— Bce unraems?..

B sTOM Bompoce Kpbliach BCSl HEXUTPasi MyIpPOCTh IEpeBHH, ee (punocodus u o0pa3 KU3HU:
BCE, YTO HE MMEJIO MPAKTUIECKOTO 3HAUEHHUSI, CUUTAIOCH ITYTIBIM U BPETHbBIM.

— Yuramo. .. — kuBHYN KocTs, cpbiBast Ha X0y KUCTh paHHel yepeMyxu. SIroas! ObUTH TepIKO-
CJIAJJKUMH ¥ XOPOIIO YTOJISUIM TOJOA — CTapoe, POBEPEHHOE CPE/ICTBO.

— A mo3ru He cymur?

— He cymmr.

— A MHe 6abKa roBOpuIIa, YTO CYIIUT, YTO YEJIOBEK OT UTEHUS CIIETTHET U YMUPAET.

— He yuu mepyiiky Kamuisith, ¥ BoOOIIe, MeHbIIIe CBOIO 0aOKy ciymmail, — Bo3pasui Kocrs,
BBITUIEBBIBAsI KOCTOUKH. — ThI B IIIKOJTY KOTa-HUOYIb XOIMI?

— He-a... a yTo 3T0 Takoe? — HacmenIMBO cripocui Menkuii bec.

— 1 Toxe He xoauI, — B310XHYN KocTs, — a ImKosa — 3To Takoe MecTo, IJie y4aT pa3HbIM MoJie3-
HBIM BeIlaM.

O miKosie OH, KOHEYHO, CITBIIIAIT OT CTOJIETHETO Aesia [ éHKM, KOTOPBIH KWUJI IO COCEACTBY U ObLT
korga-to yuuteseM uctopuu. Ho Kocts Tak 1o KOHIIa M He MOHsUI, 4TO Takoe mikona. [Tomernenue,
r71e COOMPAIOTCS [IETH, a YUUTENIb UM PACCKa3bIBAET BCAKUE MPEMYAPOCTU. DTO BCE SICHO. A KTO ke
yuuTesist 00y4rI, eCd yMHee ero HUKoro HeT? Bper, HaBepHoe, — HejoBepunBo xymMait Koctsi o nene
I'enke. — XoTs HE TIOXOXe, HE JI0JIKEH, CTapblil OOJIBHO, B YEM JIyIIa IEPKUTCH.

— Tio-10-10... — He noBepws1 Menkuii bec. — Moil otel| kak XBOPOCTHHY BO3bMET, KaK 3amMax-
HETCsl, Cpa3y Hay4yWT B [[Ba CUETA.

— A xeM OH y TeOst ObLT B TOH, MTPEXKHEH KU3HU?

— A s 4gro, 3Ha10? — ynuBwiIcsa Menkuii bec u 3axonan 6enecbiMu pecHUIIaMU. — MOKeT, OH
€e 1 He BUJIe, 3Ty MPEKHIO KU3Hb, 32 BOAKOU-TO?

— Hy uto oH ymeer?
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— CaMOroHKy ymMeeT BapuTh, KAPTOIIIKY CakaTh, — HEYBEPEHHO MPUHSLIICS TIepeunciaTs Mer-
kuit Bec. — Ha 0XOTy MOXeT cXOUTh, APOB HAKOJIOTh. .. a BOT €Ille — BEPTOJIET MHE B IETCTBE JIeJIall
C 3THUM, KaK €ro...

— C nporniesuiepom, — yrounmi Kocrs.

— TouHo.

— Hy BOT BuuIIL, — MHOTO3HAUUTEIBHO Mpou3Hec KocTs, — a roBOpHIIb, HUYEro He yMeeT.
ThI XOTb 3HaCIIb, KAK M YeM PYKbe CTpessieT?

—V Hac yxe He cTpeiisier, — Xxmypo noxanoBayics Menkuii bec. — [Topoxa Her.

— A 410 Takoe nopox?

— A 0Oec ero 3Haet?!

CoOcTBEeHHO, U3-32 9TOU MPHUCKA3KU ero U Ha3Basu becom, TOJbKO MeJTKUM, YTOOBI He MyTaTh
C mamariei, KoToporo Ha3eiBa bonbium becom m3-3a pa3MepoB U KpyToro Hpasa.

— INopox, — HpaBoyumuTeNbHO cka3an KocTs, — 9T0 Takoe BelecTBO, KOTOpOe KUTAMIIbl U300-

pen.
— Kro-k10?.. — Gpe3rmBo niepecnpocu Menkuii Bec v cHOBa 3axJionan OejiecbiM peCHUTIAMH.
— Kuraiitipr.
— A rae onu xuByT? — Menkuii bec, qypanumBo orisiesncs, CJI0BHO MIla 3TUX CaMbIX KUTall-
LIEB.

— Cam He 3Ha10, — HeoX0THO mpu3Haiicst Kocts. — [lomkHO ObITh, OYeHb Jaieko — B Kutae.

— Tak Kak *e X Mopox K Ham nonasi? — ¢ mpe3penrem cnpocust Mesnkuii bec, CIOBHO MO/I0BUI
KocTio Ha BpaHbe.

Ha takyio npemydects Koctst Hu4ero Bo3pasuth He Mor. JIeCTBUTEIBHO, KaK Tak MOJIydaeTcs,
YTO MOPOX M300pesH 32 TPUIACBATH 3eMeJlb, 2 OH OUYTUJICSI B CaMOM TJTyXOM MecTe Ha 3emiie? Bbuio
OTYEro Mpu3aayMaTbCsl.

— Tak ero x, HaBepHOE, IIPUBE3JIM TEM CaMbIM IOE310M... — Hauesncs Kocra. — Tonpko o
JOpore ¥ MOIJIU, — AOTafaJicsl OH.

He mapoxomom %e, eWCTBUTENIBHO, TOTOMY 4TO HU [lapamika, Hu 3610b HECYIOXOTHBI, U HE
CaMOoJIETOM, U HEe BEpTOJIETOM, ITOTOMY UTO B JIEPEBHIO CPOAY HUUTO HE JIETaJIO.

— K10? — 6e3mepno yauBuiicss Menkwuii bec. — Kuraiisi?

— Otkyna MHe 3HaTh? MOXeT, U KUTaHIIbl, 51 MX B I71a3a HE BUJECIL.

— 3ps Tebs1 aTaMaHOM Ha3HAYWIIM, — BAPYT oouaescs Menkuii bec. — XoTh 1 BpeMeHHO. Bperib
THI BCEe Y HACYET KUTAKUIIEB, U HacueT nmopoxa. Bpex ot teds oguH. He araman ThI, a-a-a...

— Ho-Ho... — npenynpeaun Kocts v HEBOJILHO TPOHYJ MOBOJIbSI, YTOOBI, €CIIM YTO, XBATUTh
Meinkoro beca 3a pykas 1 IpUBECTH B 4yBCTBO.

Ho Menkwuii Bec He 61 OB OecoM, ecii Obl He cpearnpoBajl. B MrHoBeHue Oka ero JIomajib
CKaKHYJIa Ha JIBa MeTpa BIPaBO, OJaro J0poXkkKa ObUIa IMUPOKOM, ¥ OTTY/Ia OH YKe IMOBEIaI:

— A-a-a... mopox, ja OyzeT Tebe U3BEeCTHO, M3 3eMJIM BBHIXOJHT, KaK KeJie30 Wi Meib. MecTa
TOJILKO 3HATh HaJI0. BOT MO¥ OaTs XOOUT U HAXO/IMT.

Ha ToM ux pasroBop u 3akOHUWIICS, curTail, Hn4eM. Eciu Briepenu Bce ObIIO TUXO, TO MMO3a11
TO | JIeJIO CTIBIIIAJICS TpoMKHiA XoXoT [proraens. 3ps s cunrtan beca cnadakom, gyman Kocrs. Hano
OBl ero IpH CITydae MPUIIyYrTh, 2 TO BO30MHII 0 cebe. Ha yiiie e y Hero ceanoch Tak mMpOTUBHO,
YTO OH JaJl ceOe CIIoBO OOJIbIIe Apy3el He 3aBOJWTH U AepKaTh A3bIK 3a 3y0amu, TeM OoJiee MoKa3bl-
BaTh CBOIO YYEHOCTh, KOTOpast BCEX pasjpaxaa.

K stomy BpemeHu oHUM yxke Moyt MUHOBaIU Jlec mpeakoB, IepeBbs BOKPYT CTAIU MeJbye,
Mope/Iesu, a JIOIIAIN TO U AeJIO CTYIAIM Ha KAMHU, KOTOpPbIE MOSIBUJIMCH Ha Jopore. la u cama fopora
MpeBpaTUiIach U3 MUPOKOW U YIOOHOU — B JIBE KOJIEU, BHIOUTHIE, BUAATh, TTOJBOJIAMH B KAMEHUCTOM
noyse. Mex/1y KOJIesIMH TO U JIEJIO TIOMaJaJTUCh JIyKU, B KOTOPBIX OTPaKaIoCh roimyooe HeOO U KUIn
JIATYIIKH ¥ roioBacThKu. CripaBa BO3HUK JIYT, MOPOCIIMI POMAIITKAMH, a 10 JIYTY 9TOMY ObUIH TIPO-
JIOKeHBI TTyOoKue OOpo3/bl, BeAylue K HeBUAUMON oTciofa peke [lapamke. Kocts yacto noman
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ce0e roJIoBy: 3a4eM 3TH OOpO3/bl M Kakasi OT HUX Monbk3a? Beap He MpoCTo ke Tak MX JIIOAU pbln?
W Bapyr ero TojibKo ceifuac, Koraa OH YBUJIEN BCe ToJie, KaK KapTy, C 3TUMU KaHAJIAMU U TPsIaMU
KaMHel 110 NepuMeTpy, oceHu10. Tak 31o e ocymmrenbHast cucrema! Kak st panbiie He nonep? Emy
CTaJl SICeH TeHUAJIbHBIA 3aMBICEJT JIIOZIEH, KOTOpbIe UM O HETO: OCYIIUTH JIYT U 3acesTh ero. Her,
He 3ps 51 KHATY YMTalo, He 3ps. B KHUrax Bcst MyIpocTh. DX, HAUTU Obl MHE TaKylo, IJie BCe TalHbI
MUPa U3JI0KEHBI, 51 OBl 32 3TY KHUTY MOJKU3HU OTAa!

OnHu BBEXaJIU Ha TOJISIHY, TJIe KOrma-To pacnonaraics xyrop. To ma Apsu, To mu Ankyoa, He
3anoMHHMIIb. OT XyTOpa TOro OCTAIOCh JUIMHHOE KaMEeHHOEe 37JaHue 0e3 KPBIIIN 1 TIOTOJIKA, HO C MOHY-
MEHTAJIbHBIMH BpaTaMu, 4yepe3 KOTOpbIe, TOMKHO ObITh, JIOMaAel BOAWIN. B TpemmHax MacCUBHBIX
CTEH pOCJIM OTPOMHBIE Oepesbl, a BO IBOPE HAXOAMJICS HEKA3UCTHIN XOIMMUK — Oansi. Kocts erie mom-
HII BpEMeHa, KOT/1a B TOi OaHe CTOSUT KeNe3HbI KoTell. KoTesn TOT MeCTHbIe yMebIbl JABHO ITYCTHIIH
Ha TOJIEJIKY, KaK TO: HOXKH, 3yOusIa ¥ MPoYylo MeJIOYb 711 Hy X[ IepEeBHU.

He pazny3gpiBas jnomiazgei, cuenand KOpoTkui mpuBai. Iloemu, uro 6or mocnan. Tonctwiid
JIploHesb, CHIH MeJIbHUKA, TaKOM CJIONaJl 1B BapeHBIX Silla U 3ael PKaHBIM XJIeOOM, TOTOM
CYHYJICA K 00IIeMy KOTJIy ¥ ypBaJl UepeMILH ¢ KapTomkoi. KocTs He cran ojeprusarh ero 3a kJo0-
CTBO, HO PEIWJI MIPU CiIydae OThIrparhcsi. MHOrue Tak nogymainu, kpome Menkoro Beca, koTopbiii
ObL1 1pyrom JpioHziesst 1 KOTOpoMY Tepernagalio OT ero MeapoT: TO XJeOHast KOpKa, TO KYCOK Bape-
HOU 3eMJISTHYXU. 3aIujIv KJII0YeBOW BOJIOW Y TPOHYJIUCH JAJIbIIIE.

Hopora BTsiHy/ach B KOPOTKYI0 ONEHBIO a1k — y3KYI0, KaK TOPJIBIIIKO Oy THUIKH, Ha HETIPUCTYTI-
HBIX CTEHAX KOTOPOU THE3IMIIMCh OPJIbl, BRICKOUMIIA U3 HEee U CTasla ToqHUMAThCs B Topy. [log Horamu
cTpyuiics pyueid. JlepeBbs Bpa3 mopeaesu, CTajal Mejbye U pacchlauch Ky4KaMu 1o ckiony. Cyns
T10 BCEMY, BEPTOJIET I0JKEH OB OSIBUTHCS Yaca yepe3 Tpu-deThipe. OH Bceraa MpuiieTa B MONIeHb,
MO3TOMY-TO OHM Y TIOCTAPAJIUCh BBIUTU MOpaHbilie. MHOTHE MBITAMCh Y3HATH: KyJa K€ OH JEPKUT
yTh, 3TOT BepToseT? Jla HUKTO He BepHYJCs. SICHO, 4To 3a JIeBATh XOJIMOB KpPAacHBIX [IbSIBOJIOB. A
nanpine kyaa? Psooii eme 1o Toro, kak Kocts cran 4ro-1m60 MoHMMaTh B yCTPOICTBE IEPEBEHCKOTO
MUPA, CTPOrO-HACTPOTO 3AIPETHII CITYCKAThCS 3a IepeBaJl. A BEpTOJIeT 3Hal ceOe JieTall Ty/a, CJIOBHO
1o pacnucanuio. Bot u pemmim ero moayioBUTh cede Ha TOJIOBY.

[NombeMm 3aHsT MHOTO BpeMEHH. Y3Kasi TPOITMHKA, KOTOPOW Masio KTO TMOJIb30BAJICS, CepIiaH-
THHOM TeT/Is1a 1o camoro Heba. Kocts yxe HepBHMYa. Eciu BepTosneT 3aCTUTHET UX Ha CKJIOHE,
TO JIyullle ¥ yIoOHee MUIIIEHE! He HAaWTH — CIpSTaThCs Herje, a yoexarb He momyuntcs. Hekyna
yoexatb. [IoaTOMy OH Bce yarlle MOHYKas CITyTHUKOB:

— Hagaii!.. [laBaii ObicTpee!.. — ¥ TO U JeJI0 O3UPAJICs TIO CTOpOHaM. «MoskeT, KTo-HUOY/Ib OCTa-
HETCsI JKMB, €CJIM BOBPEMsI 3aMedy 7» — TyMaJl OH.

Toncreiit Opronnens yxe He Becenwics. Kyaa cmex yneryuwicst! JIuio y Hero crajo Harpsi-
JKEHHBIM U Bce OoJIbIlie 1 OOJIbIIe BHITATUBAIOCH, IO Mepe TOro Kak JIOIa/b Mojl HUM IMpUceaasa Ha
3aJJHMX HOTaX M CKOJIb3WJIa Ha MOKpo# Tporne. [a u apyrue jomanu, ocoOOeHHO Te, Ha KOTOPBIX ObLT
MIPUTOPOYEH I'py3, OOSI3IMBO KOCHIIUCH B CTOPOHY OOpbIBa, MPUKUMAITH YK U CKaIWInch. He Obuu
OHU MPHUBBIYHBI K TOpaM, Aa U OTKyJa 31ech Oonbinue ropsl? Passe uto nmepeBan Cemu Opatbes. [To
AepeBHe xoauia Oaiika, 4To ellle B IOCTONAMSITHbIE BpeMeHa Ha rope OfIMH 32 OJHUM TOTHOIN CeMb
OparbeB, TKOOBI M3-3a JIEBYIIIKH, KOTOPYIO OHM BCEMEPOM JIIOOMJIH.

TeneneHp He BbIIEPKaJI, COCKOUMI HA 3eMJIIO U, MIBIXTS, MOOEKA, AEPXKaCh 32 3a/IHIOI0 JIyKY
cemia. U cpasy cran TOpMO3UTH TPYMITy U Jake YIOCTOUJICA 3710T0 OKprKa YedoTa:

— Kyna npems, ocronon?!

Onu enBa He cuenuirch. KocTst KpUkHyII, MPUBCTaB B CTPEMEHaX:

— Bcee, xBatut! Ha nepeBasie pazoepetech! Criemmrhest!

OH cockOuMII C JIOMAAU U, TIOXJIONbIBAsl € MO Illee W yroBapuBasi, B3sUI Mo y3a1pl. Bee Kak-
TO BIPYT YCTIOKOWJIVCh, ¥ JIOIIA M, ¥ JIIOAU, U Yepe3 Nordaca XoabObl Ha CBOMX JIBOHMX 0€3 MpOoHCIIIe-
CTBUI B30Opasmch Ha niepeBast. CripaBa U cjieBa BBHICHJIMCH CKaJIbl, TOPOCIIME KOYKOBATON TPaBOU
Y IIUIOBHUKOM, a JaJIeKO BIIEPEAN MPOCTUPAJICS YEPHBIN TMOJOTUI CKJIOH, HECMOTPSI Ha TOJNACHb
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3aTSIHYTBIN TUIOTHBIM TYMaHOM. A B TyMaHe TaujIuch JIeBSTh XOIMOB KPacHBIX JbSIBOJIOB. TponuHKa
Jajbllie He BUJIach, M OOT BECTh, YTO HA CAMOM JieJie TaM ObUT0. MOXeT, IeCTBUTETbHO KaKrue-HUOY b
AbSBOJBI? A MOXKET, HUUero 1 He 0buto. CKa3Ky OIHU U JIETCKUE CTPAXH.

He ycnienu onu coOpars [JIIK u cripsitath jomaeii B CKanax, Kak yCJbIIIaan 3ByK BEpTOJeTa.

% sk ok

Koctst mepenepHyn 3aTBOp, 3arHayl B HEro MaTpoH W MpUrotoBwics. Kocoii, npuaepxkuBas
JIEHTY, €XUTHO TIOCOBETOBAI:

— Jlynu emy B 6ouapy!

— He yun penymky kauuisats! — orpoisHyics Kocrs. — Berans 3a ckaiy!

Beproner BbIHBIpHYN U3-3a NepeBaia, Kak TIOJNIEHb U3 MPOpyOH. A MOXET, M He BEpTOJET, a
Y10 UMeHHO, KOCTs He TOHsI, He ObLIO y Hero BpeMeHM pa3OMparhCsi: OT CTPAIITHOTO BETpa U peBa
XOTeJoch Oexarh 0e3 OIVISAKY U, KaK IIEHKY, 3apbIThCsl B TPYXJISBBIN NeHb. KocTs mokperrye ynepest
MATKAMH B 3eMJTIO, TIOMaJl «BEPTOJIET» B CETOUKY INpHILENa W CTajl KAaTh, KOTAA TOT TMOJACTABUT
00K, 4TOOBI CAMOMY He TOMNACTh IMOJ MYIIKYy. TakoB ObUT TIaH. XOTs, COOCTBEHHO, XAaTh OBLIO
HeJoIro. «Beproser» MrHOBEHHO YBEIMYMIICSA IO TAKMX Pa3MEPOB, UTO HA €ro OOPTY CTaJIU 3aMETHBI
3aKJIeNKH, ¥ TosbKOo Toraa Kocra Haxkan Ha ramertky. JJIIK 3aTpsices B pykax, BBIIUIIOHYJI O4epe/b,
Y TyJIM TIOCJTYIITHO BIWJIKCh B OOK «BEpTOJIETa», KaK B MyCTYI0 O0UKY: «Bym-Oym-OyM...» Kaxplit
YeTBEPTHIA MAaTPOH ObUT TPACCHPYIOIIMM, HO Jake U 0e3 TPacCHpYIIEero orHsi ObUIO BUAHO, YTO
MYJIU JBIPSIBAT METAJUT, HO HUYEro He TIPOUCXONT, TO €CTh «BEPTOJIET» He B3PhIBAETCS, HE MA/IaeT U
naxe He JbIMUT. M TONbKO B MOCTIEAHUI MOMEHT, KOT/Ja Ka3aJIoCh, OH OJIArOMoy YHO MUHYET TiepeBa
Y CKpOETCsl Ha APYrod ero CTOpoHe, KOrja Kaszajaoch, YTO MOMEHT YIYILeH W Bce mponajo, Kocrs,
3a0paB Kak OIJIAIlIeHHbIN, YMYIpUIICSA-Taky ormyctuThb cTBoi K, KoTopslil 3aa1paso BOOK U BBEpX,
JOBEPHYTH €r0 BCJE «BEPTOJETY» U MOCIeJHAE TPH Y/ BCAAU B JBUratesb. Pa3znancs cHIbHBIN
XJIOTOK, CJIOBHO Ha PeKe JIOITHYJ KWJIOMETPOBBIH 3aTop. «Beproner» moBeso B CTOPOHY, OH IpH-
Hs1JT HEeCTECTBEHHOE TIOJIOKEHHE BUHTOM BHU3 U B CJIe/Iylolliee MTHOBEHHUE, TIPOYEPTUB HaJl TOIOBOM
Koctu crpemutenbHyio ayry, vuicues u3 mnoss 3penust. Heckonbko cekynn Koctst Huuero e cooOpa-
*ain. OH BOOOIIE pelu1, YTO Y HEro OTOPBAJIO T'OJIOBY, U, TaKe CXBATHBIIKCH 32 HEE, O9yMeJIO CMOT-
pen nepen coboit mycTeiMu TIazamu. C3aid BUXpeM Hasietesn 00pagoBaHHbIi YeOoT:

— 3nopoBo Thl ero! Monozen! — M ot u30bITKa 4yBCTB Tak TKHYJT KoCTio B TU1e4o, 4To OH e/1Ba
YCTOSIJT Ha HOTaX, 3aTO MpUINe B cebst 1 0OHAPYKWJI, UTO TOJIOBA €ro BCE elle Ha Iuledax — TOJbKO
«MEHUHTUTKa» CJIeTeNa U JIEXKUT B KaMHSIX.

Bce BhIMenUCh, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH, YTO MPOU3OIILIO C «BEPTOIETOM» . CIIBIITHO OBbLIO, KaK OH,
rpoMbIXasi, Kak OrPOMHOE Be/IpO, KATUTCS B TyMaHe 10 CKJIOHY, HaJleTasi Ha CKaJIbl U JIePeBbsl.

YeOoT 3aKpHYa C TIEPeryry:

— Casrple yrogHuku!

— TI'otoBbTe BepeBku! — nmpukazan KocTs, Iisiis B TyMaH U €KeCeKyHIHO OKHIasi B3pbIBa.

«MEHUHTHUTKY>», YTOOBI OOJIbIIIE HE TEPSTh, OH 3aCYHYJ B KApMaH KYPTKH.

— Pa6oit 3anperun Tyna xonuTh! — 3asgBmi1 YeOOT, XOTS eMy ObUIO SIBHO MHTEPECHO, UTO XKe
MPOU3OIILTIO C «BEPTOIETOM».

Bce BonpocurensHo ycraBuimch Ha Koctio.

— DTO NMpaBWIBHO, — cornacuiicsl oH. — Ho aramaH He mpearonaras, 4Tto 3Ta MTyKa CKaTHTCS
BHU3.

Cam xe mogymai: «A Kyna OH JOJDKeH ObUT CKaTUThCS, €CJIM Ha TO TONLIO ?»

— K Tomy *e 310 He BepTonet! — Becko 3ametns1 YeOoT, ¢ ertie OObIIIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM BIJIS-
IbIBasICh B TYMaH, TIOTOMY 4TO TaM BCE-TaKU YTO-TO CBEPKHYJIO, TIAPY Pa3 IPOXHYJIO U AaXe MPHUIILIa
crnabas ynapHasi BOJTHa, Hecs repeji cOOOr MeJIKhe KaMHH U TIbUTb.

— [IpaBuibHO, HE BepTosieT, — coracuiicst Koctsi, Toxke oCMOTpeB BHU3, KOIJa TaM OCOOEHHO
I'POMKO TIBIXHYJIO, — HO MBI K€ He ToiaeM 3a JIeBATh XOJIMOB KPACHBIX JbSIBOJIOB, IPABHIbHO? MBI
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CILyCTUMCSI ¥ IIOCMOTPUM, BJIIPYT Hal/IeM UYTO-TO cTosiee? A MOTOM BEpHEMCs 10 BEpEeBKe Hazal.
UYro s, He npaB 4uTo U?

— IlpaB... — B3/I0XHYJ KTO-TO, HO HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO, C OIVISAKOM Ha IMpPEeJOCTepeKEHUS
Ps6oro.

— Urto MoxeT OBbITh JIyullle BEPTOJIETHON MyIIKK?! — BOCTOpKeHHO Bonpocwi Menkuil bec u
OIM30PYKO CONTYpUT Oeliechie PeCHHMIIBL.

— He 3Hamw, — noxain mmpokumu iedamu Kocrs. — Ona x kak kocut? OHa xk Bce BeIpyOaer
noguuctyto! Eciy Mbl He TOCMOTpPUM, MBI HE peajii3yeM yIyIIEHHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb. — OH BO33pUIICS
Ha HUX TaK Xke, Kak 0ObIYHO Aej [eHKa — ¢ mpHIypoM, B 0XKUAAHUN TOTO, YEro OH XOTeJ YCIIbIIIATh
OT coOeceHuKa.

— A 4TO TaKoe «peajn30BaTh YIyIIEHHYI0 BOZMOXHOCTh» ? — Menkuii bec Tak ynusuics, 4to
I71a3a y HEero CIEJIaJIUCh, KaK y COBbl, KPYIVIIMHU, 3aCTBIBUIMMUA U HEMUTAIOIIMMHU.

B nepeBHE HUKTO Tak HE TOBOPWUJI, B JIEpPEBHE OOBSICHSIUCH TIPOIIE U SICHEE — TPEMSI-TISITHIO
CaMBIMH XOIOBBIMHU CJIOBAMH, U BCE BCE MOHMMAIU. Tak 4TO HAJOOHOCTh B JIMIIHUX CJIOBaX cama
coOo¥ oTnagaa.

Hprougens u Kocoit Toxke ycraBummch Ha Koctio, kak Oyato yBuaenu ero Brepsble. YeOoT
OTBEpHYJICS, CIIOBHO eMy OBbUIO BCE SICHO: «HAuMTaJCs» MapeHb KHUT. TeseneHb, Kak Bcerma, He
TIOHSLJT, O YEM pa3roBOP, U IO3TOMY HUKaK He OTpearupoBajl. XyHdoi ¥ Tomui Kak rmcra CKel CMOT-
PeJ1 C MUHTEpEeCcOM, TIOTUPasi IO TT0] BOPOTHUKOM PyOaxu, CJIOBHO eMy Ty/a Toraja eJoBasi UTojKa.

— Hy... ecmi MBI OCTaBMM TaM Bce, Kak ecTh. .. — KocTs TKHY/ pyKo# B TyMaH, — YTO-HHOY/b,
YTO MOXKET OKa3aThCsl TIOJIE3HBIM /TS IEpeBHU, TO OyrieT eme Xyxe. OmsTh ke aTaMaH He ONOOpHT U
CKaXeT, YTO Mbl OOJAKAUCh. A €CITM He CKakKeT, To rnogymMaet. Ilocie 3Toro HaM HU4Yero AeabHOro
HE JIOBEpAT.

— XM... — xMbIkHYT TeneneHs 1, cooOpaxasi, mouecas 3aThblJIOK. — A BeIb OH TIpaB. .. [lepeBHs
— 3TO cBsAATOE!

YeboT momosryas, a moToM cKas3ajl He OYeHb YBEPEHHO:

— 4 xak Bce.

Ha Tom Bpone Ob1 1 opermii. BeicTpeHbKo cBsi3ai BepeBkH, U Koctsi mpousHec, 0OBsI3bIBa-
SICh €10:

—Kak tonbko nepHy Tpu pasa, noiayt Yedot u Ckedn. Tonbko 1o BepeBKe, 1 HY IIary B CTOPOHY.
Ocrasnbhble xayT. Ecim uto, Oynere TSHYTS.

Kak 3T0 y Hero BbIX0IMJIO KOMaHAOBATh, OH M CaM He 3HaJI, OJHAKO BCE CIYIIATNCh, U 9TO ObUIO
XOpOIIIO, IOTOMY UYTO CaMbIM BaKHBIM OBLIO JI€JI0, & He TIPEPEeKaHUsI U CIIOPBI.

— Koro TsaHyTh?.. — 3auKasich, cnpocus Kocoi.

— Hy, nac, koneuyHo, — nomrytui Kocrs.

3ps oH Tak nowyTuil. Kocoy 1IyTKM He MOHSI, TOJIBKO MOEXKUJICS B CBOEW XYIOM JIOLIKE.

— Ara... — TyNo cOrJIacujICs OH M IO TIPUBBIUKE TIOCMOTPE JIEBBIM I71a30M Ky/a-TO B HEOO.

3ameTHO ObUIO, YTO OH HE Ha HIyTKY BcTpeBokeH. He oxuman Kocoii Takoro moBoporta coObl-
THUI.

— 51 Toxe xouy! — BApyr 3asBui Tenenens. — S camblii 300poBbIi! — M B moaTBEpKA€HUE ITOTO
pacrpaBuiI CBOIO M O3 TOro MIMPOYCHHYIO IPY/Ib U MOBeJ 0A0CKUMU KUPHBIMU TUICYAMHU.

— Bor, camblit 310poBbIi, — ckazan Kocts, — mostomy Oyzeris Hac OTTyaa TSHYTb, €CIH YTO. ..
[ousn?

— IloHsaut... — Hexorda noguuHuics TeseneHs.

— Hy u otmmuHo, — ckaszan Kocts u, He 3a1yMbIBasich, IIarHyJ1 B TYMaH, IJIOTHBIN, BI3KMM, Kak
KHCeJlb, U ITPONaJl B HEM.

OcraBmmMcs TyT ke cTajo He 1o cebe. Kocoil okoHYaTeabHO OTepsisl MyKeCTBO, OH Clesall
7B 111ara Mpoyb ¥ €/1Ba He 3aroiocul, Kak 0a0bl B IepeBHe.
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— Kynma?! — cipocmm xopom Ye6ot u TenerneHb, mpuaepxuBasi BEPEeBKY M OTITyCKasi ee 1o
Mepe TOro, Kak OHa HaTsruBaiack. — [lomoraii sryurie!

i S

TymaH ObUT TAKMM T'YCTBIM, YTO OBLJIO BUHO HE JaJIblIe YeM Ha TPH METpPa, U OYeHb CTPAHHBIM
Ha BKyc. Yepes Hekotopoe Bpemsi KocTs coobpas3ui, 4To Tak, JOJKHO ObITh, TAXHET TOplovee, WK
YTO TaM 3aJIUTO B 0aKM «BepTosieTa». ['opiouee, KOHEUHO, OOJbIlle HeUeMy MaxHyTb, PEIIT OH.

[NouBa mox HOramu OblTa MSITKOM, TIOJATIMBON — MEJIKKE TUIOCKHE KaMelIKM YepHOTO IBeTa,
KOe-T/ie TIy4YKH OOBIYHOM TpaBhl. A Belb HaBEPXy CKaJbl XKeNThle, TyMas KocTs, cTpaHHO Kak-To,
Y KaMHU TOXe JOJDKHBI ObITh kenThiMU. [lapy pa3 OH SIBHO OTKJIOHSIJICS OT Kypca, TOKa CHOBa He
HAXOAWJI CJIebl MAJeHUsI «BEpPTOJieTa»: TO KyCOK aJIOMHMHUS, TO OTOPBAHHYIO JIONACTb, TO OWUTHIN
ruiekcurac. M HakoHell yBuzien ero. «Beprosier» jexan akkypaT B CaMOM KOHIIE CKJIOHA, TaMm, I7e
OH TEPEeXOMII B CIENYIONIMI CKJIOH [IeBATH XOJIMOB KPACHBIX AbSBOJIOB. [IIMHBI BEPEBKU TOJIBKO-
TOJIBKO M XBaTHJIO.

KocTs cHsin ¢ ce0s1 BepeBKy, MPUBS3aIT €€ K OTOPBAaHHOMY KOJIecy W JiepHyJI Tpu pasa. [Totom
B35 B PKH JIPEBHIOIO «TYJIKY» JBEHAIIATOr0 KaIMOpa, KoTopasi Obljla €JMHCTBEHHBIM UX OPYXKUEM,
kpome, koreuHo, 1K, u ¢ onackoi mpuOIU3MUIICs K «BepPTOJIETY».

«Beproner» nexain Ha 00Ky, OECITOMOIITHO MOJCTaBHB K CBETY romyodoe opioxo. Takux «BepTo-
netoB» Kocts npesx e ve Buaen. OH IPUBBIK, YTO OHU OOJIbIIIE MTOX0XKU Ha KPOKOAWIIOB — JJTMHHBIE,
ropoatble, ¢ MyNIKOHN Moj, KaOWHOM MUIoTa. A 3TOT ObUT My3aThiM, KaK B3AYBINAsCS PblOa, XOTS U C
BOJKJIEJICHHOH ITyIIKOH, OT OIHOTO B3IJIsiIa Ha KOTOPYIO OBUIO SICHO, YTO OHA MPHBEAEHA B HETOJHOE
COCTOSIHHE, TIOTOMY YTO CTBOJI ObLIT 3aKpyueH, Kak mTornop. CajoH ke ObUT CMSAT TSKEJIBIM IBUraTe-
neM. JIBepu Toxke He ObUIO, BMeCTO Hee 3usiia apipa. Co cBeTy TpyaHO ObLIO pa3o0parhcs B Xaoce,
napuBieM BHYTpU. KocTsi TONBbKO pasmisaen MCKOPEKEHHBI MeTalll, KaKue-TO 3eJIeHbIe SIIUKH,
MIpU/IaBJICHHBIE KPBIIIEH, U, HE Hai/isl HUUero MHTEPEeCHOro, nosie3 B Kabuny. W cTynui Bo 4To-TO
TIOJIO3PUTENIBHO MSTKOE, a KOrJa OTAEpHYJ HOTY, TO TIOHSUI, YTO 9TO YeJOBEeK, TOYHEe, TO, UYTO OT
HEro OCTaJIOCh, — KYCOK M$ICa M TIEPEMOJIOTHIX KOCTel B 0OpPbIBKaX BOCHHON (POPMBI: IeCaHTHUK. MxX
ObLIO YETBEPO, MPUCTETHYTHIX B KPeciax U M3PEIICUYeHHBIX OYepeblo TaK, CIOBHO OHH MOObIBAM B
MsicopyOKe. Y ogHOro BooOire Obuia OTopBaHa rojoBa. Koctsi HEBOJIBHO MOMCKA I71a3aMH M OOHa-
PYXHI ee, 3aKaryio Mexay mmaHroyramu. Illnem Obul copBaH, U Ha CBETJIBIX KOPOTKMX BOJIOCAX
3aMeKJIMCh CTYCTKU KPOBH. BTOPOA, ¢ TskesIbIM MOIOOPOAKOM U MTPOBAJICHHON TPYAbIO, OKA3aJICs
10 KyTH 3HAaKOMBIM. OH Kax1y1o HOub siBisiicst Kocte B Kommape co cBouM 6€300pa3HbIM IIPaMOM
yepes JIeBYIO YacTh JIMIIA U BHIBEPHYTHIM, KaK Yy JbsIBOJIA, BEKOM. TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT pa3 BEKO U I71a3
ObLTM TIO-HACTOSIIIEMY MEPTBBI.

KocTio crerka 3amyTusio, OH NOJaJicsl Ha3a/l, HapyXky, HO BMECTO 3TOrO OUYTHJICS B KaOuHe
nerankoB. Kapruna 31eck Oblia ere xyxke. JleTunk, KOTopblid ObUT CITpaBa, OKa3ascs pa3aaBieHHbIM
B JIETIEIIKY, & TOT, KOTOPBII BUCEN Ha PEMHSX, — KOMAaHAUP, TOXe ObUI HE B JIydIlleM BUE: JieBast
pyKa cliomMaHa, ¥ 13 KOMOMHE30Ha Topyasia roimy0oBaTo-po3oBasi KocTb. Ho He 9T0 okas3aioch caMmbIM
CTpAIIIHBIM, a TO, YTO JIETUHMK, TOJI0Ba KOTOPOTO CBECUJIaCh HAOOK, BAPYT OTKPBUI I71a3a U MPOU3HEC
POBHBIM, CITIOKOIHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— OcB0o0OIM MEHA, BUAMIIL, MEHS 3aXajo!

10 yxke Obuto yepecuyp. Kocrtio enpa He BbipBasio. Kak B TymaHe, LEMJISsACh «TYJIKON» 3a
METaJlJI, OH CJeJaj JBa Iara mpovb U HEYKJIIOKe MPBITHYJI BHU3 FOJIOBOW HA 3eMITIO, CIIOTKHYBIIHChH
niepes MpbDKKOM. [la ¥ pbIkKa, COOCTBEHHO, HUKAKOTO He TIOy4YrIoch. [IpocTo OH BRIBAJIMIICS, KaK
KyJIb C TPAMbEM, U IaXe He MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK yIApUIICS O 3eMIIIO.

— Bot 310 ga!.. — ycapiman ol ronoca. — Bot 310 ga! — Bocxumascs Yeoor, omrynsiBas O0Ka
«BEPTOJIETa», KaK TIepeBEepHYTYIO JIOAKY Ha Oepery. — Bot ato ga! Bot 310 na! CesTbie yrogHuku!

[Noxosxe, OT 30BITKA YYBCTB €0 OCHOBATEJIbHO 3aKJIMHIIIO. 32 HUM KaK TeHb, CJIEJJOBAJT BBICO-
kuil 1 cyTyasiil Ckesn. OHM BO3HMKJIM M3 TyMaHa, CJIOBHO IpuBuaeHus1, U Kocts nocnemmn nog-
HATBCS, BHITUPAsi OKPOBABJIEHHbBIE PYKH O CKYJHYIO TPaBYy U UYEPHYIO 3€MIIIO.
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— A Bot u aramaHn! — o6panoBaics Cken. — Hamen uyto-auOynp?!

Koctst mocrapascst mpugate cBoOeMy JIMITy HOpMaJIbHOE BHIpaKE€HHE, XOTsI ero BCe elle TOIll-
HWIO, W CKa3aJl, ieJiasi HaJl COOOW yCHIue:

— B kabuHe... TaMm...

Pazymeercs, eci Obl OH CKa3aJl, 4To JIETYMK XKUBOW, & IECAHTHHUK — €ro 3HAKOMBIN U3 KOIIMa-
POB, €My IPO3WJIO OCTaThCsl B TOPIOM OIMHOYECTBE, TOTOMY uTo YeboT u CKes HaBepHsIKa 3aJalIu
Obl cTpekada. Ho Bce mpon3oInio Kak-To caMo co0ou, 1 yepe3 MraooBeHue YeOor, cna3uB B KaOUHY,
SIBUJICS, pa3MaxuBasi, Kak KOBOOM, BYMSI IIMCTOJIETAMU B KEJTHIX KOOypax.

— Kunacc! — 3aopan Cken, ckiagpiBasich, Kak LUPKYJb, U sBJIsIsE MUPY Tolui 3a1. — Kimacc!

— Tawm eme onnH, — ckazan Yedot Kocre. — Xouertn, cebe BO3bMH.

— He xouy, — orBetun Koctsi, 4yBCTBYsl, Kak TOITHOTA BOJIHAMU MOAKATHIBAET K TOPITY.

OH nmogymaJ, 4To MUCTONET MPUAETCS BHIKOBBIPUBATh U3 Pa3/IaBJICHHOTO JECAaHTHUKA U UTO B
JepeBHe Bce paBHO opyxue 3a0eper Pssooit. M koHeuHO, HUKYa He noses. [1ycTh mamansl JOCTaoT
Y TEIaTcsi Ha 3710POBbeE.

— Xanb, mymky nornopTuio... — IeNOBUTO paccyxaan YeOoT, 00Xons «BepToiaeT» BO BTOPO
U B TPETUH pa3.

3a HUM, MTOTPSICEHHBIH €ro IEePOCThI0, HEOTBSI3HO ciieoBa1 CKell U ¢ BOCXUILIEHUEM paccMar-
pUBaJ OrPOMHBIN YepHBIH THcToNeT. OH HEeTUICS U3 HEro BO BCE, BO YTO MOKHO OBUIO IETUTHCS, HO
cTecHsiIcs cTpensath. KoOypa yke BUcena y Hero Ha )KMBOTe, M BOOOIIIE, BHIIJISIIEN OH OYeHb ITyTIO,
KakK MATUJIETHUH MallaH, JIOPBaBIIUICS /10 IOJTOXKAaHHOW UTPYIITKH.

CHoBa B kabuny JeTunkoB Koctst He cynyncs. «He MoxeT ObITh, — ;ymai oH. — Tak He ObIBaeT.
Mee nokazasnock. ToT... co mpamom, U JeTYuK B Kabuhe... MoxeT ObITh, TaK TyMaH JEHCTBYET, a
MOXET, OT HeJochiTy ?» Ho B Opioxo «BepTosieTa» 3arissHyI U, CTapasich He 000pauynBaThCsl, BbITAIIIMT
TIOMSTHIN JKeJIe3HBIN SIIIUK, Ha KPBIIIIKE KOTOPOro YepHOW KPAacKo¥ Oblila HaHECEHAa MHTPUTYIOIIast
HaaMUCch: «OCTOPOKHO, OPYKHE».

BuyTpm simmuka, kotopsiii Koctst oTKpbLT He 63 Tpyna, B CHelUaIbHbIX Ma3ax Jiekaau CTpaH-
Hble BUHTOBKU. He Hago ObUIO OBITH 3HATOKOM, YTOOBI MOHATH, YTO ITO HE OOBIYHBIE «KAaJIAIIN»,
pacrnpocTpaHeHHbIe B JI0OOW JEpeBHE, a YTO-TO TUKOBUHHOE, TeM OoJiee UTO Ha KakA0W BUHTOBKE
ObLIO HAITMCAHO MAJICHbKUMU YepHbIMU OykBamu: «Ilmazmarpon». Yto 310 Takoe, Kocrs He 3Ham,
HO JorajpiBavicsi. «Opykue, sBHO HE3EMHOE, KaKoe JKe 36MHOE, €CITH IIMBUIA3AIMS JaBHO KUPIBIK 7»
— paccyxaai OH.

— YT0 3T0?.. — CYHYJI B AIMK JIOXMATYIO rojiopy YeOor.

B ero ronoce npo3By4anan HOTKM PEBHOCTHU: Hao ke, Kocts Hamen uro-to Gonee crosiiee,
YeM OOBIKHOBEHHbBIE TTHCTOJIETH!!

— Xa-xa-xa... — pajioctHo oTpearupoBayl CKeJl, — TaK OHU K CJIOMaHbI!

JleficTBUTENBbHO, Yaap HINAHTOYTOM MPUIIIENICS] TOYHO MONEPeK HEBUIAHHOTO OPYXKHUSI ¥ TIOTHYT
BCE TPU CTBOJIA.

—Tawm emie ectb. .. — ckazan KocTs, He MCIIBITBIBAs: HY MAJICHILIETO KeJTaH!S JIe3Th B «BEPTOJIET»
B TPETHH pas.

Ero conyieMeHHUKH, OIHAKO, ABMKUMBIE KaXKION HAKUBBI, PE3BO HBIPHYJIH B OPIOXO «BEPTO-
JIETa».

— Ila 31ech Ha Bcex XBATUT! — pagocTHO 3a0pai YeOoT, BHIKU/IBIBAS HAPYXKY 3€JICHbIC SIIUKH.

W3 Tpex TONbKO OfIMH OKa3asics IeJIbIM, a B IBYX MOKOPEKEHHBIX OCTAIOCh BCETO JIBE HEMIOBpe-
KJICHHbIE BAHTOBKY — UTOTO TIATH IITYK.

— Tbl TaM HUKOTO He BUIEN?.. — OCTOPOKHO cripocii KocTsl, KUBHYB Ha «BEPTOJIET» U TIOYEMY-
TO €XECEKYHIHO OXKHU/asl, YTO U3 HEro BOT-BOT MOSIBUTCS JIETUMK O€3 pyKH, a 32 HUIM — YeJIOBEK CO
IIPAMOM.

— Hukoro... — Yeb0T ObUT 3aHAT UCKIIOYUTEILHO OCMOTPOM OpPYXKHS.

— CoBepilieHHO HUKOTO?..
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— A-a-a... MepTBsIKU? — HA MrHOBeHHe oTBiieKcst YeboT. — Tak 310 ke KaiiManbl! Yero Ha HUX
IeTh?! — OTMaxHYJICs OH.

U 1o npasaa, ¢ obneryeHrem noxyman Koctsi, 3Ha4MT, MHE BCe MPUBHUJIENIOCH: U YEJIOBEK CO
IPaMOM, U JIETUYUK. 3HAUUT, Kaiimanbl. Bor onu kakue! CoBceM Kak JIo[iv, HECTpallTHbIE.

— Bot 310 ga! Bot a10 Kitacc! Bot 310 Betip! — YeOOT U Tak ¥ 90aK KPYTUIT «TUIa3MaTPOHBI» . —
Bot cuactps-To npuBanuio!

Ckest cTapajicst He OTCTaBaTh OT HETO, M K €ro JKeJaTor KoOype 100aBuIach BUHTOBKA TEMHO-
3eJIEHOro 1IBeTa W TUPJISHIA KPYIIbIX TUIOCKMX 000WM. Bce ocTanmbHOe OHM CIIOKHIN B SAIIMK U,
TIBIXTS, KaK TPY TOJICTBIX CJIOHA, MOTIEPIA HaBepX. A TaM y HUX, 3aUKasCh OT CTpaxa, CIIPOCHIIH:

— A e Kocoit?..

U TyT BHIsICHWITOCK, uTO KOCoii mponaJt.

— OH K BaM CIYCTHJICA. .. — pacTepssHHO cooOmmi TenerneHb. — MBI Aymaiii, OH C BaMH. . .

— Kak x Ham?.. — ynuBuiics Kocts v eiBa He cKaTuiIcsl Ha3all K «BEPTOJIETY».

— Hy 181 e 3Haeb, Kocoil MasocTh CIBUHYTBIN, YyTh YTO — 32 HOXK XBATAETCH. .. — XJIIOIHYJI
HocoM Tenenens.

— Jla oH, Kak Balll 30B yCJIbIIIAJ, TAK U JEpHYJI BHU3... — oTBeTW] Menkuii bec u 3amoprain
OeJlechIMU PECHUTIAMH.

— He yun nenymiky kanuisite. .. — Bo3pasui Kocts. — HUKoro mbl He 3BaJti, OOJIBHO HAJIO.

— He 3Banu, — kuBHyn Cken. — Ckaxu UM, ckaxu! — norpedoBai oH 'y Yebora.

— He 3Banu, — montBepnmn YeOor.

— 3HauuT, NOYYJWIOCh! — UCIIyTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYI TeserneHb.

— DXxe-Xe... — TONbKO U B310XxHYN Kocts1. — Pa3Benu Bac, naraHbl, Kak MOCAEIHUX JIOXOB.

[IpaBaa, oH He cKka3aa UM KTo uMeHHO. OH M caM He 3HaJl KTO, HO TO, YTO BCEX MX pa3Bely,
OBbLJIO OYEBUTHO.
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I'naBa 2
boii B 1epeBHeE

CKOJIBKO OHM HU KPHYaJM, CKOJIBKO HU CTPENISUIA U3 «TYJIKW», KOCOM Tak M He OTo3Bajcs.
Ye6oT nepeKpecTuiics M CKa3aJr:

— CBsATBIE YTOOHUKHU.

Kocrs eme pa3 cOeran BHH3, HO HUYETO, KpOMe Pa3OMTOro «BepTojieTa», He OOHAPYKHII: HU
JOUIKY, HU Tena Kocoro, HU Jaxe TOro JieT4rKa, KOTOPbId MOMPOCUIT €ro OTCTErHyTh. «Beproner»
okazauics mmyct. [Iponasiu Bce JecaHTHUKHY, KPOMe TOTrO, Y KOTOpOro Obuia oTopBaHa rosioBa. OT «Bep-
TOJIETa» B CTOPOHY [IeBATH XOJIMOB KPAacHBIX JbSIBOJIOB BeJM OOJbIIINE, ITyOOKUE Cebl YEThIpex
YeJIOBEK, KOTOPbIE, ECTECTBEHHO, HUKaK He MOIU NpuHaiexars Kocomy. Kocts nouyBcTBoBas, 4to
€ro OT CTpaxa HaYMHAET TPSACTU. TpyaHO ObUIO MOHATH, KaK KaliMaHbI MPU TAKUX PAaHEHUsIX YIIUIU
BocBosicu. [1o mpupoyie Beleld Toro He MOTJIO POU30iTH. Pa3Be ToIbKO Ha HUX ObUTM OPOHEKUIIETHI
WM oHU BoBce He moau? OT 3TUX MBbICIel Opaja OTOpomb. XOTeJI0Ch OKa3aThCsl B PONHON IepeBHE,
rJJ€ TUXO U CIIOKOMHO, I1Ie HET 3TOW HEMOHATHOM yrpo3bl, UCXOSIIEN OT TyMaHa U JIeBATH XOJIMOB
KPACHBIX JIbSIBOJIOB.

Tyman caenasics eme rynie. Ctano BUIHO He AaJIblIE BHITAHYTOM pyku. KocTs, Kak Ha aBTomnu-
JIOTE, MpOoLIeJT IPUMEPHO MOJICOTHU METPOB MO clielaM KakMaHOB. TyMaH, CJIOBHO peKa, TeK BOKPYT
HETro, 3aBUBASICh KOJIbLIAMM, KAK JIbIM OT CAMOKPYTKH, M B KAKOM-TO MOMEHT Tokazajcs Kocre noutu
KMBBIM U XUIIHBIM, CO CTPAaHHOM, HEOIIPEJEJIEHHOM LIEJIbI0 CBOETO CYIIECTBOBAHUS. A €Il eMy IoKa-
3JI0Ch, YTO TYMAaH €ro CHelaJbHO 3aMaHUBAET B JIOBYIIIKY, A CTOMT C/EJATh €Ile 1Iar — U Thl [oNa-
Jelllb B HEe, KaK MyXa B BapeHbe. EMy XBaTWUJI0 34paBOro CMBbIC/Ia OCTAHOBUTHCA. OH Tak ¥ TPOCUIEN
Ha KOYKE B IPOCTPAIIMH, TYIO [T/ B 3eMITIO Tiepe]] coO0i. Bpemst BApyr cTajio coBceM Apyrum, He
TaKMM, KaK Ha [epeBaJie, OHO UCKAKaJIO CMbICIT YEJIOBEUECKOW sKU3HU, MTPEJICTABIISASA €€ 3aBUPATIbHOM,
[JIyIIOA ¥ HUKYEMHOU. [lpyrue HeHHOCTH, HEMOHATHBIE YEJIOBEUECKOU JIOTHKE, BIPYI CTaJId BECO-
MBIMH U [JIABHBIMU. DTU LIEHHOCTU TOBOPUJIU O TOM, UTO CJIEYET MOJIAraTbCs TOJILKO HA TYMaH U UATH
JaJbliie U ryoxe, Morpyxasch B HEro, Kak B CBOIO Cyp0Y, C YeM TPYIHO ObLIO criopuTh. TymaH oua-
POBBIBAJI, TUICHSLT BOOOPaXEHUE, YBOAWI B JIAOMPUHT OECKOHEUHBIX PACCYKICHHM, TJIe TTIaBHBIM OKa-
3aJ1ach HECONIOCTAaBMMOCTb YE€JIOBEUECKON KU3HU U OYIyITHOCTH YeioBedecTBa. ByaylmHOCTh Oblia
0e3paloCTHON U TyNUKOBOW. VHBIEe CylllecTBa BHIILIM HAa apeHy MO Ha3BaHUEeM 3eMJs. A 4TO 3TO
ObLH 32 cymiecTBa, Kocts Tak v He moHsu1. OH TOJBKO MPUKOCHYJICS K 9TOM MBICIH, KaK BHE3aITHO
OYHYJICSI, BCTIOMHHUB, YTO OJMH MUCTOJIET OHU TaK U He HAIILIM, a C «TYJIKO» COBAThCs MPOTUB 00e-
BOTO OpYyXHs ObLIO IIyno. Tak HU ¢ YeM M TIoJaJICs Ha3a/l Ha TiepeBal, Iie K HeMy KUHYJIHCh C 00b-
SITBSIMHU, TIOTOMY UTO CUUTAJIM €ro yxe, kak u Kocoro, moru0mmm.

— Tebs ke He ObUIO TeNIble CYTKU! — KpUYaiv OHU, MPhIrasi BOKPYT, KaK CTaJIo 00e3bsIH.

— He moxert ObITh, — oTOMBasIcst KocTst, — st TaM IpoOBLUT BCEro-TO MmojTJaca.

Koctst nocmoTpenn Ha HUX COBEpIIIEHHO APYTMMHU IJ1a3aMU: HUA y KOTO U3 HUX He ObLIO Oy/y1lero,
Yy HEr0 CaMoro TOXe.

— I'me Tb1 ObL1? — KpUYAIM OHU, pa3MasbiBasi MO JIMILY Ipsi3HbIe ciie3bl. — [1e?!

— BHugy! — tepsn oH TepreHue.

— Huyero e 3Haem! Kakue nomyaca?! Jlenn! YeboT xoauia 3a ToOOW, HO He Haiuen. I e Tol
obu1?! I'me?! Mb1 6Gonmcs!

Bosbliie Bcero oHM kaJiesii camux ceOsi, a He ero win Kocoro, KOTopblii Tiporiast 6eccie/iHo.

— BHugy, rie eme?! — orOuBasics oH.

— He 6b110 TeOs1 Tam! — Becko ckazan Yebot. — Bpenib Th Bce! U «BepTonieTa» yxe HET. Y Tait
KTO-TO.
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Koctst cxBatuiics 3a rofoBy, B KOTOpOM Y HEro Lapwil MOJMHbIA Oapaak. XOTesl OH UM BCeM
OOBSICHUTD, YTO KOTJA BO3BpAIIAJICS, TO «BEPTOJIET» BAISJICS TaM, IJie ¥ TOJIOKEHO eMy BaIAThCS,
na He cran. Cyas 1o uX NepernyraHHbIM 0 CMEpPTH JIMIaM, OHM He TOBEpuIIv Obl eMy, a IJ1aBHOe, He
MOBEpWJIM Obl B TaliHy, KOTOPYIO OH Y3HAJI: YeJIOBEUYECTBY KPAHTBI, 1 BCEM HaM TOKE, XOTSI MBI elle
0 YeM-TO PacCykIaeM U UYTO-TO JieJlaéM, HO MBI ke MepTBbl. [IpaByia, cka3ath 00 9TOM y HEro He
MOBOPAYUBAJICS A3BIK. DTO U TaK OLIYLIAJIOCH B TOW )KU3HU, KOTOPOU K1Jia AepeBHs. Beimupaa oHa,
Kak HU KpyTu. Bmecte ¢ epeBHell BLIMupasio 1 yenoBedecTBo. He Obuto y Hero Oynymero. OqHako
MIOCTETNIEHHO OTKPOBEHUE, KOTOPOE SIBUJIOCH €My B TyMaHe, MOOJIEKJI0, TOTepsiIo ocTpoTy, U Kocts
yXe He 3HaJI, TaK JIM 3TO Ha CaMOM [ieJie WM HeT, M He TIPUIyMaJl JIU OH BCE 3TO, CUAS B OTYIICHUH
Ha KOUKe.

Havano ctpeMutenbHO TEMHETD, M OHU 3aHOYEBAJIM CPEAM CKaJI, IpoKa TO JIM OT CTpaxa, TO JIN
OT X0JI01a, TIOTOMY YTO He JOraJaluCh 3aXBaTUTh C COOOH APOB, a U CTOWJIO JIU IPUMAHUBATh KOTO-
TO M3 CTPAIITHOTO ¥ HETMIOHSITHOTO TyMaHa?

Houblo co crtoponsl [IeBSITH XOJIMOB KpAacHBIX JIbSIBOJIOB Pa3/laBAMCh JKYTKHE 3ayHbIBHBIC
3BYKH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBEJIOMBIW TSTaJl «BEPTOJIET» [0 CKajlaM TyAa-Clofa, Tyaa-cioga. A yTpoM,
el[Ba BETEPOK pa30rHasl TYMaH Ha BEPILMHE, OHU, HE OIJISIbIBASICh, TIOUTH OErOM CITYCTHJIHCH C TIepe-
Bana Cemu OparheB U ObLIM Pajibl, YTO YHECIH HOTU IEJHIMU M HeBpeauMbiMU. He pagoBasio HU
TO, YTO OHU COMJIU «BEPTOJIET, HU TO, YTO Pa3KMJIUCh HEBUJAHHBIM OPYKHEM U MHUCTOJIETaMH B KeJl-
THIX KOOypax. Exanu Morua, HOHypo, UCIyTraHHO O3UPasich TIO0 CTOPOHAM M B3JparuBasi OT Majei-
mrero mryma. Jlaxe Be4HO Becesblid [IpioH/IeNb ¢ KUCeTbHBIMU MO3TaMH, KOTOPBIN Bcerja OblT TOTOB
MOpKaTh 10 MOBOLY M Oe3 MOBOJA, MOITYAJ KaK B BOLY OIYIIEHHBIH.

KocTs He mpencrapsin, 4to ckaxet Psidomy, a Tem 6omee — matrepu Kocoro. Teneps u3 aepeBHU
BBITOHAT TOYHO, OOpEUeHHO Jaymal OoH. A Kyna momatbcsi?.. A Bepka?.. A pomurtemu?.. X xaib
6onblie Bcero. [Toxoxke, Tak Aymasl He TOIBKO OH OIUH, TIOTOMY YTO C HUM HUKTO HE Pa3roBapUBal.
Brnipouem, HUKTO He pa3roBapuBaj U APYT C APYrom, modromy Kocts 3pst mpuHUMa BCe Ha CBOM CUeT.

Jlec mpenKoB yxe Ka3ayicsi He POJHBIM U XOKEHBIM-TIEPEXOKEHBIM M3 Kpasi B Kpai, a MOJHBIM
IIIOPOXOB U HETIOHSTHBIX 3BYKOB. A He J10e3%kasi IEPEeBEHCKON OKOHUIbI, OHU JAEHCTBUTENIBHO YCITbI-
11aJI1 9TU CaMble 3BYKH, TOJIbKO OHM OKa3aJIMCh JI0 YKaca 3HAaKOMBIMU. Tak MOIVIM «CTy4arh» TOJIBKO
JBa «KaJaIlla», OCTABIIMECS B IepeBHE, — KOPOTKUMH OUEPEIsIMH T10 JIBa ATPOHA, KOTIa UX OeperyT
Y CUMTAIOT KaX/Ibli BBICTPEI.

ITepebim capeiipun Cken, a 3a Hum — Menkuii bec. [laxe Tenenens nopaaiics naHUKe U pas-
BEPHYJI JIOIIA/b TaK PE3KO, UTO €Ba HEe CBAIMIICS Ha 3eMJII0. TOIBKO UX W BU/IANH.

VY JlproHzens 3aipoKaii IIeKH, a Ha I1a3ax 3admectenu cnesbl. OH Oosbllie APYrux Oosuics
orno3opuThbesi. Ho 1 Bosika, OMHAKO 3K, ObUT M3 HETO axoBbIi. M NeHCTBUTENIBHO, KTO MOT HAacTh Ha
JEPEBHIO — TOJIBKO JIIOAU-KalMaHbl, O KOTOPBIX CTOJIbKO TOBOPUJIM, HO HU pa3y He BUJIENH. A Kak C
HUMHU BOEBATh, €CIIU Thl UX OOUIIIbCS 10 cMepTH? Y Hamaam OHM, CJIOBHO TOYHO 3Hasi O TOM, YTO B
nepesHe Het K.

KocTst crippIrHy ¢ jtommaqu, BBIXBATHI U3 SIIMKA, KOTOPBIX ObUT IPUBSI3aH K OHOM U3 IPY30BbIX
JIOIIaeH, «IIa3MaTpoH», MPUIaJiiI K Hemy oOoimy. OHa ceia Ha MeCTO C MATKMUM UMOKAIOIIM
3BYKOM, CJIOBHO ITPUCOCAJIACh.

— Hepxu! — OH KuHYN «m1a3marpon» Yedoty. — U o1 Toke! — Cremyionmii «I1ia3mMaTpoH»
okazayicsl B pykax [lpronzens. — [la He 6ovics! — kpukHyn Kocts, 3apskas «mia3mMarpoH» i ceOst. —
Bynems npukpeiBath ThUIH 32 okonuuen. Jdanpiue He cyiics! [Tonsn?!

— Ilonsn... — npoctonan [pronaens. — A Kak CTpeisiTb-To?..

— Kak u3 pyxbs. .. — 6pocun Koctst Ha Xomy, Koria oHu yke ¢ Ye6oToM Oexalii K yriTy MOCKO-
THHBL. Jlasbliie 32 Hell BUIHEJICS yroJl XJIeBa.

OHM POKPATHUCh C HAPYKHON CTOPOHBI 32a00pa, MOTOMY YTO OH ObUT €TUHCTBEHHBIM TTPUKPBI-
THEM Ha PACCTOSTHUU TPEXCOT METPOB JI0 TIEPBHIX JOMOB. 32 STUMH JIOMaMU KOCO BBICUJIUCH Jiepe-
BEHCKME BOPOTa U MAKOBKa LIEPKBH, a TMepe/] IEPKOBbIO HAXOIWIIACh IJIOMAb. TamM-To U 11en 60, 1
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«KaJam» OTOMBAJIICh YK€ He JBOMHBIMH, & OIMHOUHBIMHU BHICTpesiamu: « Ty-Ty, Ty, Ty, Ty...» Bpar,
JOJKHO OBITh, YKe TIPa3AHOBAJ 0Oy, MOTOMY UTO CHINAI B OTBET AJTMHHBIMU ouepeasimu: «Ta-Ta-
Ta... Ta-Ta-Ta...», 3arOHsIS 3AIIUTHUKOB JEPEBHHU B YTOJI MEKAY JIeCOM M peKou 3bIObi0. DX, HaJ0
ob10 Bee-Taku JIIK B3sTh, momyman Kocts, ¢ HegoBepreM c:xumasi B pyKax «IUia3MaTpOH», cerldac
KaK MajbHY/M Obl, cpa3y cTayio Obl sICHO, KTO 31ech x03sauH. [Tocne UK cyxue BbicTpensl aBToMa-
TOB Ka3aJIUCh €My UTPYyIIEYHbIMH, HeHACTOSIMMHU. Ellle Hen3BeCTHO, Kak 3Ta MITyKa ceOsl MOKaxeT,
Koctst ¢ coMHeHre mocMaTpuBal Ha «IIa3MarpoH». Ix!.. Ha gaymie crayio roppko u 0e3pagoCcTHO.
Bce karunock noa ropky: Kocoit, «Beproner. ..

D70 ObLIa MOCNETHSS €r0 3ApaBasi MbIC/Ib, TIOTOMY UYTO BCE IMOCIEAYIoee MPOU30ILIO TaK
OBICTPO, YTO BPEMEHH JyMaTb BOBCE HE OCTAJIOCh.

[Nepen nmepBbIMU TOMaMH, OT KOTOPBIX TSHYJIO JbIMOM, UeOOT METHYJICS BIEBO Yepe3 AOpOry
U cpa3y npomnai u3 Buaa. KocTs yronui Ha «Iuia3MaTpOHE» €IMHCTBEHHYIO KHOIKY Ha MaHelu, U
COOKY BBICBETUJICS JUIMHHBIN MHIMKATOP 3€JIEHOTO 1[BETA, M HUKAKKUX TeOe 3aTBOPOB, MPEIOX paHUTE-
Jiell ¥ OTCeKaTesiel ouepeu, 4yTo, BIpodyeM, He JOOABUJIO CTPAHHOMY OpYKHUIO yBakeHust. OH no0e-
’aJl 10 JoMa TeTKM 3UMHHOM, K KoTopoil Kcenns JlaHnnoBHa opoi nockliajia ero To 3a Cojblo, TO
3a COMYKAMU M Y KOTOPOYM MY:K JOJIbIIE BCEX MpOoIMaal Ha «IIpoMbicie» JIoyxu, a ceituac, TOBOpSIT,
TOfIAJICS eIlle Jajblie Ha ceBep, OyaTo Obl TaM HOBBIM «IIPOMBICEN» «OTKPBUICS». A KaK Te «IIpo-
MBICTIBD» BBIIIAAAT, KocTs qaxe He Mor cebe npeacTaBuTh. ¥ 3UMUHON Jake Oropoja MpHIMIHOTO
He ObLIO, MOTOMY YTO OHH KUJIU C IIPOMBICIIOB>.

[yTasice B MOJIOApIX moderax KpamuBbl M He oOpalnasi BHUMaHHs Ha ee oxoru, Kocrs mpo-
KpaJICsl OTOPOAaMH Ha 3BYKH BBICTPEJIOB M BHIIJISIHYJI M3-32 3a00pa. To, 4To OH yBHIEI, IIOPa3HIIO €ro
6oubiie Beero. [TpsiMo B rpsiikax Jiyka TeTKU 3UMUHOM CTOSLT CAMblid HACTOSIIIIAEN OpOHETPaHCIIOPTED
C OrPOMHBIMHU KOJIECAMH, C TPOCOM, U3OTHYBIIUMCS, KaKk 3Mes1, Ha OOpTY, ¢ hapamMu U IByMs pac-
MaxXHYThIMU JTIoukaMu. KocTs 1axe HeMHOro pacrepsiics, IOTOMY UYTO HE 3HaJl, Kak BOEBATh C TAKUM
yygoBuiieM. OH 3aCTbLJI, 3a4apOBAHHO IS HA 3aJISIMaHHbINA TPsi3bio O0K. CaMbIM OOJIBIIMM MeXa-
HU3MOM B JiepeBHe ObUIH [IBa MOTypa300paHHbIX TYCEHMUHBIX TpakTopa. Pazobpamm ux noromy, 4ro
roprouee ObUIO Jake He Ha BeC 30710Ta, a JJOPOKEe YeIOBEUECKOH KU3HU. DTH JABA TPAKTOpa Ka3aJIHCh
Kocre BepHoi yenoBedeckoro renusi. OH He eJMHOXKIbI TIBITAJICS MOHSTh, KAK OHU JOJKHBI Pado-
TaTh, OTKPYYMBasi BCAKHME MeTHbIE TPYOOUKH, IOITOMY U TISUTUJICA ceituac Ha OpOHETpaHCIIopTep, KakK
Ha JIMKOBMHKY, IIOKa HaBEPXy CHOBA HE pa3/ajiach JJMHHAs IyJeMeTHas oyepenp: «Ta-Ta-Ta... Ta-
Ta-Ta...» TOMBKO TOra OH pas3risaes Toro, Ko crpensii. CTpesok, He kajiest IaTpOHOB, OWIT U3 pyy-
HUKa BJIOJIb €JMHCTBEHHOW YJUIIbI JEPEBHU, a OTTY/a OJMXKe K JIeCy eMy OTBEYal BCEro JIMIIb OIUH
«Kausair». Ilapy pa3 Haj ronoBoii mpocBuctenu ropsuue nyid. Torma Kocts HeyBepeHHO MOIHSI
«IJ1a3MaTPOH» U, MPULIEIUBIINCH B CTPEJIKA, HajKaJl Ha TallleTKy U Jake He TOHSJI, YTO BBICTPEJIIL:
OTIauM He ObLIO, He OBUIO CAMOTO MOMEHTA BBICTpPEJIa, KOTOPOE OOBIYHO €CTh Y PYXKbsl MJIA BUHTOBKH,
a 37ech — HaXaJ, ¥ BCe: HU MHEPIIMH, HU May3bl, TPOCTO IJ1a3Ma y/lapuiia ¢ HIUIIeHueM ObICTpee MOJI-
HUM, U OT Bpara BO BCE CTOPOHBI OPbI3HYIIU 3€JIEHOBATHIE MCKPBI, & TOTOM BO3HHUKJIO YJapHOE 00JIaKO
TAaKOTO K€ I[BETa, Ha MHUI' 03apHB OrOpof, 3a00p M JOM HalpOTUB. A elle 3araxjo, Kak BO BpeMs
rpo3bl. Koctsl pacTepssHHO OIyCTHIT «I1J1a3MaTpOH».

Emy xBaTmiio yma He OCTaThCsl HA MECTe, YTOOBI PasIyIsiIeTh PE3y/IbTaT CBOETO BBICTPENa, XOTs
OH TIOHSLJI, YTO CTPEJISIBIIIEr0 OTOPOCHJIO Ha Kpaii JII0Ka, a PBaHyTh eI11e JaJIblle, 3a CJICAYIOMUI JOM.
W TyT Xe B HEro HaYaJlu CTPEJNISTh C MPOTUBOIOJIOKHOW CTOPOHBI IEPKOBHOM TUIOLIAIU, U LIETIKH,
omIeTeBlIMe OT JoMa KopoBUHBIX, Olfapanaiym emy yxo. Bripouem, cTpessiiv Hejoro: Korjaa oH ooe-
’KaJ JIOM U BBICYHYJICSI U3-32 HEro, CTpesib0a mpekparmiack. KTo-To 3aBbUI CTpaIIHO, Ha BHICOKOM
HoTe, 1 KocTte 3axoTesnock 3aXxaTh yIIM U TKHYThCS TOJIOBOW B 3eMJI0. Boil o6opBasics Tak ke BHe-
3aIHo, Kak 1 Havasicsl. Hamo ObU10 UTO-TO Ienath, MOTOMY UTO HACTYNMJIA 3BeHsias TUHa. Kocts
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl MPUCITYIIMBAJICS, TIOTOM SICHO pa3/IMyuuI TOnoT. bexkanu no yauie Kk OpoHeTpaHc-
nopTepy, 1a Tak ObICTPO, uTo KOCTS ycrien 3aMeTUTh TOJIbKO TeHb, a ellle B HEr0 BHICTPEIIHIIN — He TIPH-
LIEJIHO, @ YTOOBI UCTTyraTh. OH MOCITYIITHO PyXHYJT Ha KOJIEHU U AaXe 3aKPbLT PyKaMu TOJIOBY, PEIINB,
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YTO 3TO HE caMoe JIydlliee BIieuaTieHHe B )KU3HU. VI3 olenieHeHNs ero BhIBEJl TPOMKHUI 3BYK JBH-
ratesisi OpoHerpaHcrioprepa. YTto-1o 3aTpemaio. JJoM TeTku 3MMHUHON IMOKAYHYJICS, U3 OKOH ToJie-
TEeJIM OCTaTKM CTeKol. KocTs, ckumMasi B pyKax «IUla3MaTpoH», ToOexkall, caM He 3Hasl 3a4eM, BIie-
pen. BpoHerpaHcrioptep, pa3zBanuBasi 3a00psbl, BbIOMpascs u3 qepeBHr. OH yKe MbUTHI Ha OKOJUIIE,
korna Kocts Beickouns Ha fopory. M3-3a BonHeHus 1 Oera OH 4yTh-4yTh 3ambIxasicsl. Bot korma emy
TIPUTOITUJICS OTTBIT CTPEJIbOBI U3 «Kajalia». bpoHeTpaHcmopTep Heccs K peke. Kocts moiiman ero Ha
MYIIKY ¥, TIO TIPUBBIYKE BBIIOXHYB BO3/IYX, HaKaJl Ha TameTKy. [IepBolil BRICTpeT Oy YnIIcs HeTOU-
HBIM, [TOBEPX OAIlIeHKW: TOHKHIA 3eJIEHBIN JTyd MPOTSIHYJICS JaJTbIlIe PEKU U PacTasil B Bo3ayxe. BoITh
MOJET, OH Jake 3allenu OallleHKy, HO 9TO HUKAK He OTPa3UjIoCh HA CKOPOCTH OpOHETpaHCIIopTepa.
Torma oH B3sU1 IpUIIES UyTh HUKE, ¥ TENIePh YKe CTIOKOIHee U yBepeHHee BBICTPEJIHII ellle pas3, U elle,
U elIe U Momnaj B X0A0BYI0 YacTh. OT OpoHeTpaHCcHopTepa BO BCE CTOPOHBI OPBI3HYIIN YKe 3HAKOMBbIS
3eJieHOBaThie UCKPBI. OH ele KaTUICS 10 WHEePIH, HO yxke ObLJIO SICHO, 4TO COOCTBEHHOI'O XO/ia OH
He MMeeT. A Korja Ha u3ruoe JOporu, BMECTO TOrO YTOObI TOBEPHYTH BITPABO, OH TKHYJICS B COCHY,
Koctst BoBce 06panoBarics u nmoneccs kK Hemy. OT OpoHeTpaHCIopTepa MOJIHUMAIICS YEPHBIN JHIMOK.
Kocrts cran 3abuparh 4yTh BIPaBO, 32 U3rUO TOPOTH, YTOOBI XOPOIIIO BCe BUIETh. YenoBeK-KaiMaH
TEHBI0 METHYJICA K Jiecy. KocTs moOesxalt 3a HUM, ¢ Kak/JIbIM MTHOBEHHEM 9yBCTBYsI, YTO TOT YXOIWT
OI'POMHBIMH, CJIOBHO BOJIK, TIpblKKaMu. OH cropstua BBICTPEIUII HA X0y — pa3, APYroi, HO He ycrie-
BaJI B3SITh KaliMaHa Ha MYIIKY W TOHsUI, 4TO 00a pa3a nmpomasaji. B omimume oT «Kajama», «Ias-
MaTpOH» He OWJI ouepe/IsiMH, U 3TO OBLIO €ro CYIIEeCTBEHHBIM HelocTaTkoM. M Korja yke Ka3anoch
YTO YeJIOBeK-KaliMaH BOT-BOT CKPOETCsI TIOJI COCHaMU, COOKY B €r0 CTOPOHY XJIECTaHYJI 3eJICHbIN JTy4d
1 Kaniman ynait. Tak ato x dproHaens! — o6panoBaics Kocrs, mogderast kK youtomy.

YesoBek-KaliMaH Jie:xkasl, paCKUHYB pyku. Ha mpaBoii JioraTke y Hero OT4eTIMBO PacIlibiBa-
JIOCh KpacHoe NATHO. OT ok Ibl 11 JIETKUI HeNPUATHBIA JbIMOK. [1axiio Tak, CIOBHO OCMOJIVIN
CBHHBI0. BxO[JHOE OTBepcTHE OBUIO KPOXOTHBIM, KaK OT «MEJIKAIKW». BbIJIO Jaxe HECKOIBLKO CTPaH-
HBIM, YTO TaKOM MOT'YYMi YE€JIOBEK yMep OT TaKOro KPOXOTHOIO OTBEPCTHUS. [IploHIeNh MoACKOUMII
Y 320paJl KaKk CyMacCIIe/IIHIA:

— 370 5 ero 3asami! ! d! 4!

OH npUHsIICS OTIUISICHIBATH KAKON-TO HEJIeTIbIiA TaHell.

— Mononen! — cHucxonuTeNbHO noxBaauia Kocts, 4yBcTBys, Kak BO30ykJIeHUE OT 00s1 OCTaB-
JISIET ero. — A TOBOPHJI, CTPEJIATh HE yMeelllb.

— Tak-K-K... — 3axJieOHyJICSI BOCTOProM JIpioH/es. — ITO K s ero CrenuaibHo Kapaym! —
CHOBA 3a0paJl OH M CHOBA CTaJl IUISACATh, KaK KakoW-To uyumek. — [Tman Takoit Obut! Tlnan! Hano
CKa3arh — reHMasibHbIi! Ona-ona-omna. ..

PymsiHer y Hero Ha miekax cusul sipue oObraHoro. Ilaxyo ot JIpioHIens mogo3pUTebHO.
KoneHkn Ha MOJIECKMHOBBIX IITaHAX W KOPOBBS JIOXa HA JKUBOTE y HEro ObUIM BHIMA3aHbI B I'PS3H.
SIcHo ObLI0, uTO pIOHAEH TIATEIBHO MPATAJICS B KaHABE, B KOTOPYIO CTeKasia BOJIa C TIOCKOTHHBL.
Ho Besb nozicTpenuit ke Bce-Taku, CHUCXOOUTENILHO moayMant KocTs, 3HaYuT, mpeoIosies CTpax.

— Hy nanmHo, nmagHo, — cornacuics oH. — [1ycTh Oy/ieT reHuanbHbIi, — U PEIIuI, YTO 32 TaKOu
TIO/IBUT CJIE/IyeT MPOCTHUTH C1a00CTh JpioH/iesns, ¢ KeM He ObIBaerT.

— Tol Belb HUKOMY He CKaxellb? — BAPYT Tepelies Ha ImenoT JpioHaenb, TPOHUKHOBEHHO
3arisipiBas K riasa Kocre. — Hukomy?..

SIcHo ObUTO, UTO JIpIOH/IENL BCEH MYIION XOUET OMPaBIATLCS B €ro Ia3ax. A 1Mo CpaBHEHHUIO CO
Ckenom, Menkum Becom u TenerHem oH BOOOIIE BBITIIsIIEN ObUTMHHBIM repoeM. OIHaKo BMecTe ¢
9THM OH HEBOJILHO ToBecJ Ha KocTio 00s13aTe/IbCTBO AOroBapuBathesi ¢ YeOOTOM, 4TOOBI HUKTO B
JepeBHE He y3HAJI O €ro MPOMAIIIKe U YTOOBI BCE CUMUTAIIN €r0 TepOeM.

— He yuu mepymky Kanwisith, — paBHOAYIIHO OoTBeTHJ KOCTs, HEBOJIBHO OTBOpAYMBasi JIUIIO,
YTOOBI HE YYBCTBOBATh BOHb, UICXOUBIINYIO OT JIproHens. — A rjae octaibHble?

— He 3Haw0... — ormisaHyscsa Ha okonmuily JIproH/IeNb; JIUIO Y HErO BBITSHYJIOCh, 2 PyMsHeIl Ha
eKax pasmics erie OOJbIIe.
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[MopGesxan, 3anbIXaBIIMCh, PAOOH ¢ «KaamoM», KOTOPBIN TAIlWI 32 peMeHb 10 3emiie. JleBas
pyKa BHcesa y Hero, Kak 1ierb. KpoBb Kamnasa Ha 3emiIio.

— Ax cBonous! CBosoun! — [THyT HECKOJIBKO pa3 TpyIl. — [JIaBHBIM Y HUX ObLI, XOPOIIIO CTpe-
ns1. Kanb, 4to rotoB! AX Kasib, HaIO OBUIO, KOHEYHO, Y3HATh, KTO OHM TaKWe U TIOYeMy Harlaiu
Ha JIEPEBHIO.

Ps60ii mogen HOCKOM carora KaiiMaHa U repeBepHy/I Ha criuHy. KocTs oTmarHysics, motomy
YTO CJIOBHO YBHJEJ CBOM HOYHBIE KOIIMaphl. HeBEepOATHO, HO 3TO OBUI TOT CaMBblil JIECAHTHHUK W3
«BEpTOJIeTa», €ro HeJib3sl ObLIO HU C KEM CITyTaTh MO0 TsKeJIoMY TIOIOOPO/IKY U IIpaMy Ha JIUIIE.

— Yro, 3HAKOMAast TMYHOCTh? — cripocut Psi6oii, mprcenasi v OMHON pyKOM OOBICKMBAs TPYII, HA
IPyIU KOTOPOTO, ClieBa, OBUIO TaKOE K& KPOXOTHOE OTBEPCTHE, KAaK U Ha CIIHHE.

OH OTCTErHyJ1 ¥ CHSUJI C Hero pasrpysKy, B KOTOPOH ObUTH TP 0OOKMBI, MAPOYKa TPaHAT U HOX
YEPHOTO I[BETa C 3arenom noja pyky. Kocrts nmoxarnesn, 4ro He Jorajajics Tak CIenaTh, IISAUIIb, U
HOX CTaJ1 OBl €r0 COOCTBEHHOCTBIO.

— Jlaxe cam He 3HAI0. .. — ¢ onackoi oto3Basicst Kocts. — MHe KaxeTcst, OH ObUT B «BEPTOJIETE .

— Yro? — Psaboii Haxmypwuiicst u mocMoTpen Ha KocTio cHusy BBepx. Bua y Hero Obut yKacHBI:
OCYHYBIIIEeCs JIUIO C CHHSIKAMU T[T I71a3aMu. ['yObI 371bIe, KpUBATCS. — 3HAYMT, 9TO U3-32 «BEPTO-
Jeta». DX, HaI0 OBLIO MHE CAaMOMY WTH C BaMH, YTOOBI pa3oOpathest! DX, Hao Obuto! 3Hau Obl, T1e
yIaJielib, COJIOMKH moactenwi Obl. Ho Bce paBHO, peOSITKH, BBl MOJIOMIB. Bl qaske He MpeacTaBis-
eTe, KaKue Bbl MOJIOJIIBI !

[TpaBaa, ckazasl OH 3TO TaKUM TOHOM, OT KoToporo y Koctu Ha ayiie jerde He crajo, HoToMy
yto Ps6oii erie He 3HaT 0 Kocom.

— Konpparuin AnekcanapoBuy, MHE KaxkeTcsl, s BUEN €ro paHbllie.

—I'me? — Paboit mogHsiaca. — A OT KOro 3TO Tak BOHAET?

— He 3nawo. .. — ckazan Kocrs.

JlproHienb Ope3riMBO TOHIOXal COOCTBEHHYIO PYKY, OTCTYIHJI TI0 BETPY W TOCTapajcs cie-
JIaThCsl HE3aMETHEE.

— Jla HeT xe, BOHSET, KaK B XJIeBy. — Ps00¥ ¢ mogo3peHneM nocMoTpen Ha JIpioHaens, HO
HUYEro He cKazajl.

JleBast KUCTh PyKU Yy HErO, CJIOBHO B TiepyaTKke, ObUIa B KPOBHU. B T'YCTHIX IBIFAHCKUX BOJIO-
cax TOXe 3ameKjiach KpoBb. A TBYOOPTHBIN YEPHBIN MUIKAK C METAJUTAYECKUMU ITyTOBUIIAMH «a-JIsl
OUTIIC» OBLT BHIITAYKaH B 3eMJIe U BO BCE TOU ke KPOBHU.

— Mmae kaxercs... — ckazas Kocts, Kak 0ObIMHO, poOest mepes] aTaMaHOM, — 3TO CBSI3aHO C
M0E€3/I0M, Ha KOTOPOM $ CI0fia IoTaJl.

— C moe3oM, TOBOpHIIB?.. A UTO THl MOXKEIb TIOMHHTh, Thl € MaJIbIIOM ObLT? — CIIPOCHII
Paooii. — Tebe x ObUIO IATH JET. Jlaske 51 9TOro Mmoe3/ia He MOMHIO.

X, He MIABHOE 3TO ceivac, He r1aBHoe, oHsT Kocts. [aBHOe, 4To IepeBHI0 OTOMIN. A 4TO
OBLIO JIeCATh-JBSHAIATH JIET Ha3a/l, HUKOTO HEe BOJHYET.

— ¢ 3Hau, 4TO BBl MHE HE MOBepHTe, — cKazan KocTs, — HO 3TO OH.

— Tsl ipeicTaBISACIIIL XOTh, CKOJIBKO JIET TIPOIILTIO? — CJIOBHO HE YCIIBIIIA ero Paooi.

— IIpencrasnsio. .. — yHsuio otBetmi Kocts. — Bam Obl pyKy niepeBsizarh. ..

— Pyka — 310 epyHza... moaei notepsiiu. 3sepoBa Bacunus u Jlykuna Anapioxy. Xopouive
MYKHKH OBUIH.

Kocrs 3Ha11 MX m10X0. MyKUKH KaKk MYXXHUKH, TIaXaJId M CEsUTH, K TIallaHaM He BA3JIUCh, JIUIII-
HUH pa3 ymy-pa3ymy He yuuian. HopMmasbHble MyKHKH, CTapble TOJIBKO, JaXe Ha «IIPOMBICIb» HE
XOIWJTU. 3aTO OH cpa3y BCIIOMHWII, YeM 3aKOHUWJIACh UX COOCTBEHHasl dKcrienuius. Ha Bpems 0ost
3a0bL1, a Terepb BCIIOMHIUT ¥ IPAYHBLT MYIIE MPEKHETO.

— Konpnparuii AnekcanapoBHy... — IPOM3HEC OH KAIOIIUMCS TOJIOCOM.

Ps160if MUMOXOOM B3IJISTHYJT HA HETO:
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— Hla 3Haro, 3Ha10. .. Bee 3Hai0. .. — OH, CKOPUMBIIUCDH, COTHYJI PAHEHYIO PYKY, ITPHIKAJ €€ K TeTy
Y CTaJI HAHYUTh, KaK MaJIEHBKOTO peOeHKa.

— Otkyna? — ynmuBuics Kocrs, ctapasich Ha CMOTpeTh Ha 4yXylo KpoBb. He MPHUBBIK OH K BUILY
KpoBu. [1710X0 eMy CTaHOBWJIOCH OT Hee.

— Hounecnu yxe. [TpsimMoil BUHBI TBOEH HET, 51 oHUMal0. Ho Thl, Kak BpeMEHHBIN aTaMaH, 10JKeH
ObLT Bce mpeaycMoTpeTh. OIHAKO K... HAJIO0 OBLIO MHE C BAMU UJITH. A C IPYTOi CTOPOHBI, IEPEBHIO
nepeOusM OBl OJTHAM MaxoM, TaK YTO Tl KO BpeMeHH Tojoctiel. [la, KOpsiBO Bce CIOKMIOCh. 31eCh
1 Mosi BUHA Toxke ecTb. MoxkeT, [TaBen Kocoii elnie BblitieT Ha AepeBHIO? — IPEIION0KUI OH.

— He 3na10... — norynuicsa Kocrs.

Ps60ii BHEMaTeTbHO TOCMOTpesT Ha KOCTI0 CBOMMM YepHIONIUMHU TJIa3aMU, CJIOBHO TIPOHUK B
AyIIy, ¥ CKa3al:

— Torma Gbl J1e/10 OMPABUMO. . .

Kocoro netictBurenbHo 3Bayu [1aBnom. Y XoTs aTaMaH roBOpIT HOpMaJTbHBIE, IIOHSATHBIC BEIIIH,
Kocts cran ucnbIThIBaTh K HEMY TpeKHee IyBCTBO CTPaxa, CIIOBHO P00 3HAT HeuTO Oosibiliee, HO He
XOTeJ JeuThCs. B3pocibie Beeria Tak, HeBOJIBHO MO yMaJsl OH, HeMoHsITHie OHU. HaBepHoe, koraa-
TO U 51 TAKUM XK€ CTaHy.

— Hy a k10 3710 TOTN1a, — CIPOCHJI OH, HAOPABIIMCH XPaOPOCTH, — ECIT He KaltmaH?

3a Tako# BOITPOC MOKHO OBLIIO 3apadoTaTh MO Iiee, HO eMy OYeHb U OUeHb XOTEJIOCh JIOKOTIAThCS
110 UCTHHBI 1, OBITh MOXKET, TIOHATh, OTKYa OH BOOOIIIe MOSIBUJICA B JiepeBHe. EMy Ka3aiock, 4To 3TO
KaKMM-TO 00pa30M CBSI3aHO C OTKPOBEHHEM B TYMaHe.

— Ila maJio v Jiiofen co mpaMamu’? — BeCKO CKaszall aTaMaH, MOJI, CKa3KU BCe 3TO IS JIETeH,
a peaJbHOCTh, OHa WHas. — [Tokazanock. He Gepu B ronoy. Ceiiyac Hamm mpueayT Ha MOJBOJIE,
yTaIIM.

— A MOXeT, ero 37ech 3akonarh? — ere 0omble ocMmestesr Kocra.

W3 MOTHITBI-TO OH TOYHO He COEXKHUT, CyeBEpHO TOAyMall OH. 3eMJIs eclii 3a0upaeT, TO yKe He
otmaer. Tak Bce roBopsT, naxke otell Banepuan ®enoposuya. Ho Psadoi permm nmo-ceoemy:

— Her, Hano BHauase pa3zodparbcs, KTO 3TO Takue. MoXeT, ISHCTBUTEILHO KaliMaHbl, 2 MOXET,
U3 KaKou JIepeBHU OaHIUTCTBYIOT Wi BooOme rpuruibie? Toraa aeno apsHb. Kadbl cHoBa oxoTa Ha
JI0fIeld He Hayalach, — BbICKA3aJl OH BCE CBOM OMACEHU S U € TIOJI03pEHUEM MocMoTpe Ha Jlec mpeaKkoB.

B stom Bompoce Koctst momous Huuem He Mor. Ecii yk aTamad OOUTCS, TO BCEM OCTaJTbHBIM
cam OOr BeJe.

OxoTa Ha JTIo/Iel 3aKOHYMJIACh eI11e JIO €ro MOsIBJIEHUS B IepeBHE. BbITh MOXET, JepeBHIO CIIACIIo
TO, YUTO OHA CTOSIIA HA 3a/IBOPKaX IUBUJIN3AIIMU U KOPMIJIACH OT Jieca U 3a CUeT Jieca, KOTOPbIi Kora-
TO pyOWJIM ¥ BHIBO3KJTH 32 rpaHuIly. Teneph gaxe Te TaBHUE BHIPYOKH CTAIA TAKUMU XKe JPEeMYyUUMH,
KaK M CTapblii JieC, OTJIMYUTD HeJb3s, ¥ 3Bephbsi B HeM MTPUOABUIIOCH, U HETIOHATOK BCIKUX TOXE.

— Taxk s ke TOBOpIO, 51 €0 BUIET B «BEpPTOJIETe», — yke coBceM oOHarsen Kocrs.

K ero obGreruenvio, aramMmaH He BO3MYTUJICS, XOTs, pa3ymMeeTcs, CJIeqoBajIo MocTaButh KocTio
Ha MECTO.

— CBexo mpeyiaHue, HO BEPUTCS C TPYAOM, — PABHOAYIIIHO OTBETHJI OH. — Bo3bMU Opykue U
TOILTH.

Koctst moHs1, 4To atamMaH eMy HU Ha TPOII He TIOBEPHIL.

Bo3e nepeBeHCKHUX BOPOT, IOMOPUEHHBIX OPOHETPAHCIIOPTEPOM, VX BCTPETHIIH cefisiHe. KeH-
IIMHBI 3aTPUYNATANM, 320X M TIPUHSUTUCh TYT K€ HAa KPBbUIblIE LIEPKBU TepeBs3bBaTh Psaooro.
Kocrtio orTecHmu, 3atepiu B ToIeE, eiBa BuIOpascs. Yto genats?

[Mox6esxan Bo30yxk1eHHbI YeOOT, BhITAINIT:

— Caarple yrogHuku! A 51 OIHOTO rajia BCe-Taku 3aBajini!

Koctst mocMoTpen Ha Hero u mo3aBuioBal. TBepabiM ObUT PeMka OyKBajibHO BO BCEM, B TOM
YHCJIe U IO OTHOIIEHHWIO K CBOUM BparaM, He UCTIBLITHIBAJI OH HY JTyIIIEBHOTO BOJIHEHUSI, HU COMHEHUIA.
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XO0po1o, T0JKHO ObITh, EMY JKMBETCS, B310XHYN KocTs, a MeHst Bce BpeMsi MBICIIH IJIOKYT, U 51 4aCTO
HE 3HAI0, KaK MMPAaBUIJILHO MOCTYMATb.

— 41 tspKy, THI TOKE MapeHb He pomax. — YeOoT u3-1oj] pyKH OCMOTpeJ, Kak 0a0bl 1 MaljaHbl
TyIIaT TOPSIIUI OpoHeTpaHCIopTep. — 30POBO Thl ero noadoui. Kajiko, 4TO BUYMCTYIO, €3[AUTh
HEJIb3s1.

KocTs xoTesn ckaszarhb, YTo He BAHOBAT, YTO MO-APYTrOMY BpPsi[I JIU ITOTY4MIIOCh OBI, 1a He CTaJl, YK
o4eHb Bo30y:k1eHHbIM ObUT YeOoT. He xoTenoch ero pazouapoBbiBath. [1yCTh gyMaeT, 4To st XOpOILIHiA
CTPEJIOK, UTO JIydIlle MeHsI B JIepEBHE HeT.

— Huyero, MbI ero 311ech MOCTaBUM HA TUIOIIAAN U U3 MYJEMETOB, €CJIM UTO, OylIeM IIypOBaTh.
TBoi1 HOX ?

Pazymeercs, BHuManue YeOoTta mprBiiek HEOOBIYHBIM HOX, TOPYAIINI U3 pa3rpy3ku. [1aza ero
3aropesuch ele sipye.

— Her, — otBeti1 Koctd, — atamana.

— Aiifa 3a TOIBOIOM, MEPTBSIKOB HAJI0 CBO3UTh, — CKazan YeOoT, He OTphIBast B3MJIsAAa OT HOXKA.

PyKkosiTh y HOXA JEHCTBUTENILHO ObUIA CEaHa C U3SAIIECTBOM, a 3allell HeBOJIILHO MPUBJIEKAT
BHUMaHMe. Takoii 3ariern HyeH ObUT, YTOOBI pyKa HUKOTJA HE COCKAIb3bIBANIA C PYKOSITH.

— IMorogm... — orBetms1 KocTst u monbITajcs MpoOUTLCS K atamMaHy, M He TOJBKO ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI OTJATh PA3TPY3KY U «IUIA3MATPOH», HO U YTOOBI eIlle pa3 BhICKA3aTh CBOM OIACCHMUS.

Benp nomyyanoch, 4To MEPTBSIKM U3 «BEPTOJIETa» OKUIIM M yIUTH! A 3TO IPOTUBOPEYHUT 31pa-
BOMY CMBICITy, HApYIIIA€T BCAKYIO JIOTUKY ¥ BOOOIIE CTAaBUT MO3rM HaOeKpeHb. MokeT, aTaMaH 00b-
sicaut? C pyroil CTOPOHBI, BAPYT OHU MPOCTO paHeHbIMU ObUTH, — ogymMall Kocts, — mycTh gaxe
U TSIKENO, a sl TeHb Ha IJIeTeHb HaBOXY. Ero, kak Bcerga, ogonenn coMHeHust. OH MpHUHsIICS 00y-
MBIBaTh BapuaHThl coObITHIA. Hamo 1 HaromuHate Psibomy? Moker, oH 1ipaB, a s HeT? Moxer, s
rynoctu Hecy? Eine Ha cMex mogHuMeT riepes Bcemu. CpamMoThl He oOeperibest !

Tak 1 He MpOOWJICS OH K aTamaHy, BOKPYI KOTOpOro codpajach Takas IIOTHas Tonma. Bee
TpeboBa OT P60ro oObsCHEHNH, K TOMY ke 0a0bl-3HaXapKu B3SUIM €ro B TaKOH 000POT CO CBOMM
nedyeHueM, uto Kocre nypHo crano. Bosiicst OH KpOBU 1 BCSIKMX 3HaXapcKuXx mTydek. [lorom, momy-
MaJl OH, TIOTOM, KOTJla aTaMaHa 3allTOMNA0T U MEPEBSKYT, MOTOBOPIO C HAM, BBISICHIO BCE BOIPOCHI,
KOTOpbIE MEHsI MyYaloT.

Xoten oH YeboTy moxkanoBaThCs, YT0, KaXkKeTCsl, BEIIOMHIII, OTKY/Ja OH 3HAET YeJIoBeKa Co Ipa-
MoM, Aa He permiics. He Tot yenoBek YeOoT, 4YTOOBI epe; HUM UCTIOBEI0BAThCA. TYT elle ¢ mpryu-
TaHusiMu Hastetena Keennst JJannnoBHa, 00OXBaTHIa roJioBy, MpHKasia K CyXou I'pyAM Aa Tak v 3aCThljIa
B CBOEeM Oe3yTeIITHOM rope.

— YTO X THI, CHIHOK, JIeJIaelllb CO MHOI .. — Clpocujia OHa HaB3pbil, U KocTs oyt Kak y
Hee B TPyAM UTO-TO 000pBasiock. — $1 5k 4yTh ¢ yma He conuia. Bee raza Beituiakasa. Tloiigem qomoid,
noiifiem. .. — OHa OTCTpaHuIa ero v MocMoTpesa eMy B miaza. — Orelr 3ax/1acs.

— Moinemre, mama, — otBetms1 Kocts. — 4 Tonmpko PeMke momMory MepTBSIKOB coOparh U TYT
Ke TIpUjLy.

Kcenusi [laHnnoBHa mocMoTpesa Ha HEero ¢ yKOpoM, B KOTOPOM KpbUlach U ee Oe3MepHast
MoOOBB, U CTPax 3a Hero, U HaJek/aa Ha OyayIIyio MPeKPacHYIO KU3Hb, U C OOJIBIO B3IOXHYJIA:

— Hy unm, uau, ceiHOK, oMoraid. [Totom npuxonu, s Tede 1miel ¢ Kypuilei HaroroBuiaa. Xopo-
IIHX I1eH, BKYCHBIX, HABAPHUCTHIX . . . KAK ThI JIOOUIITh, C KMCJIOHN KAITyCTOM | el1le KOe-4TO ITPUTOTORITIO,
YTO ThI JIIOOUIIIb. . .

— OOs13aTeNnbHO MUY, MaMa, Bbl He OecriokoiTeck. S ceityac 31ech. .. H...

Bo Bceit 3T0i cyere oH Kak-To 3a0bi1 0 Bepke IlaHTioXuHOM, a Korga BCHIOMHWJI, TO, Kak
HApOYHO, YBHJEN €€, CTOAIIYI0 YyTh B CTOPOHE OT LIEPKBU M CYETSIIEWCS TOMIBI. XOTeJl MOJAOUTH,
YTOOBI IEPEMOJIBUTHCS CJIOBOM, []a 3aCTECHSUICS HEMOHATHO rmoyeMy. MoskeT, OHa He MeHs KIeT? —
nogymMaist oH. MoxkeT, ee Marh 3a OMHTaMH rochutasia? A MoxkeT, s ei He npurisHyics? [loacosHa-
TEJIbHO OH TIOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO IIIyIble OTTOBOPKH, YTO Bepka mpuiia UMeHHO U3-3a Hero, ¥ CTOUT, 1
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TepeOUT KOCY, U JKJIET, KOraa OH K Hel nojioiaet. Ho eMy HyskeH ObUT KaKOH-TO TOTYOK, XOTsI ObI 3HAK
C €e CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI HE HapBaThCsl HA TPyOOCTh M HE BHIIVISIIETh AypakoM. XOTsl KakoW OH Jypak?
[ouru repoii. BoT Kak Ha MeHs1 CMOTPST, TOPAIO AyMasl OH, KpaeM IJia3a JIoBs Ha ceOe JT0OOIBITHBIE
B3Il ogHoce i buad. [TomoriTi i HeT? A eciid IIOAOUTH, TO UTO cKa3aTh? VMin HU4Yero He roso-
puTh, a IpocTo nomMomyarh? OH TOTOB OBUT YK€ PEeIIUThCs, U CEpPIIe ero sIPOCTHO 3a0MIIOCh, HO B
3TOT MOMEHT nozakaTiia YeOoT Ha Tesnere:

— IIpy-y-y... JaBaii ObicTpee, 51 yke JIGAHUK PACKPBLT. ..

MowmenT Obu1 yryieH. KocTst mpeIrHyI1 Ha TIOIBOAY, TIOJIOXKUI PSIZIOM Pa3rpy3Ky, ¥ OHM TOKa-
i, YeOoT pacckaza:

— 51 cam neperpyxny:. IlepBriit pa3 B 6010-T0. A ThI Monoziel]! fI Obl Tak He CyMer.

— Yero He cymen? — mammuHaibHO cipocuit Koctst, Bee elnie gymast o 1ouke Ky3Heua. Kpacusas
OHa, TAKUX HET OOJIBIIIE.

Ho 1o mu Yebotr ero He paccibliiai 3a TPOXOTOM U ApeOe3KaHueM TeJNlerH, TO JIU He cYel
HYXHBIM OOBSICHUTB CBOIO MBICTIb, HO JOOAQBHJI COBCEM O JIPYyTOM.

— 4 dero yepe3 qOPOry-TO CUraHyin?.. — 3aCMesiICsl OH, OOHakast Oesibie 3yOBl.

Kocrs mocmoTpen Ha Hero u cripocui:

— Yero?.. — B MBICIISIX Y Hero Bce eme OblTa Bepka [laHTioxvHa, U cepylie Bee elle OMIoch B
Ipy/d, KaK NTULIA B KJIETKE.

Kakue y Hee BosoChl, — JymMas OH, — a Kakue mia3za! A kak oHa roBopuT... OH eJBa He mpe-
Aajcst BOCIOMUHAHUSM 00 MX PEAKHX BCTpedyax, KOTOpble MOMHIJI BCE 10 OJHOM: M 'y OKOJIHUIIBI,
Ha KpPBUIBbIIE €€ JJOMa, KOT/ia OH MPOXOAWT MUMO, U Yy JIEIHUKA, B ouepenu 3a ppiooi. M kaxplii pa3
ceprie BOT Tak Omiioch. YeOOT Mek Iy TeM BIOXHOBEHHO XBACTAJICS:

— 41 & TOoro myxudka cpasy npumerui, oH Kimma Jlanwisiua B TpUILIKMHBI OrOPOIBI 3arHal 1
rOJIOBBI He JaBas mogHATh. Bot kak! Ecniu Obl He 1...

Kmim [Tarunosua Cy000THH OBUT CTOJIIPOM M MacTepoM Ha Bce pyku. CTaBUT U30bI M KJIaJl
TIeuH, a elre POBHsUT 3a00psl U 1atan Kpeiu. A Tpumika Ky3sMuH — HUKUEMHBIA MYKUYOK, TIbSTHUIIA
1 Oe3IeNTbHUK, ObLI ero cocenoM. OropooB He KOMaJl, a BCe, YTO JOOBIBAI HA «IIPOMBICTIaX», TIPOITH-
BaJI ¥ rpory;mBaji. Ho B TOM-TO U OKa3aJicst CMBICI, UTO ero Oe3aabepHocth cocyxuiaa Cyoo0TuHy
xoporiryio cryx0y. Oropon-to y Tpuiku ObUT 3apOCHIMM, KaK JUKOE Moje, ¢ KAKUMHU-TO OyrpaMu 1
KaHaBaMH, Yy Th JI1 He ¢ Oyepakamu. BoT 3tu Oyepaku u coeperiiu CyOOOTHHY KU3Hb, MTHAYE ICPEBHS
B O/IHOYACHE JIMIINIACH Obl IIEPBOKJIACCHOTO TUIOTHHKA.

— Boickounn Kimum [laHuibrd B oqHOM Oelibe, 3aJier B TPaBe U TOJBKO U JIeNIaeT, YTO MAJUT U3
JBYCTBOJIKM U MO3UIMIO MEHSET. A MYXXKWUKY, KOTOPBII HAa HETO HapBaJICsl, TOXKE AEBAaTbCs HEKyOA.
He moxer ke oH y ce0s1 B ThUTy BOOPYKEHHOT'O YeJIOBeKa OCTABUTb.

— BepHo, — nognakuyn Kocrs, cnymas, kak coioBbeM 3ayuBaercst Yeoot. — Hy na, Hy na... —
A cam Bce emme gymain o Bepke. Bot Obl ee norienioBath! Tak Beb He MO3BOJIMT ke, KaK MUThH J1aTh
HE TO3BOJIUT.

— 41, KOHEUYHO, TOXE HE NypaK...

Bnepsoie YeboT pasroBapuBai ¢ Kocreit HOpMabHBIM SI3bIKOM, a HE, KaK OOBIYHO, C TTOJKO-
BBIPKAMU Y €XUJHBIM TOHOM, MOJI, «Thl HMKE MEHSI U He Jie3b BIepe/l».

— Iloka ToT Myku4ok Bosuiics ¢ Kinumom JlaHniieraeM, s c3aJu MOAKPAJICS M KaK Bpe3asl eMy
o kymnony! Xu-xu!

— Iloroau, moroau. .. — cjoBHO ouHyJcs Kocrs, — a moueMy 1o Kymmnoiny-to?

Yeb60T nocmotpen Ha KocTio ¢ HEMOHSATHBIM JTIOOOTBITCTBOM Y TIPU3HAJICS:

— /la moHMMaelIb, — MIMBITHYJI HOCOM J1JIs1 OTIPaBJaHus, — sl BHaUaJle He pa3o0pasics, Kak 3Ta
IITYKa CTpeJIsieT. ..

— briBaet! — cornacuics ¢ ero HaxoquMBOCThIO KocTs, OCcTeneHHo BTATMBAsCh B pa3roBop. —
A notom?

28



M. benozepoB. «Bo3mesnue teneHrepar»

— A notom uro? [Totom, — nmoxBacraiicst YeOOT, — MoKa Thl 32 OPOHETPAHCTIOPTEPOM TOHSIICS,
MBI BTPOEM YETBEPTOTO 3aBAJIUIIH.

— Yro, ObLT 1 yeTBepThIi? — yauBwmics Kocrs.

— Hy a kak xe? C npyroii CTOpoHbI A€PEBHU JIEKUT. Mbl BHaUajie TBOEro0 BO3bMEM, a [TOTOM
3a TEM IOEAEM.

— OH He Mo, — npusHaiicst Kocts. — Ero [IproHaens 3aBasiui.

— VX TbI! — BOCKJIMKHYJI TIOpaxkeHHbI YeOoT 1 1axe ocTaHOBWII JIomaab: — [Ipy-y-y... — [ToBep-
Hyscs kK Kocte 1 Bce Tem ke ToHOM 100aBwt: — Mosozen nanad! Xa-xa... A rjie octajibHbie?

— ITouewm s 3Ha10? — cBapn¥BO oTBeTH KOCTS 1 mogymai, 4to Tenephb naraHam JOCTaHeTCs Ha
opexu. — B niecy, DOIKHO OBITh. . .

3710CTH y HEro K HUM He ObUIO, HO U JKaJIeTh OH MX He coOupalics. Bapocners B Haliem Mupe
Hago OBICTPO, OX Kak ObICTpO. 310poBeHHbIN TeseneHb ono30puiics Ha BClo Ku3Hb. C OCTaIbHBIX
B3ATKU IJIQJIKU, OHHM Kak Obl HeolepyBIIMecs manansl eme. A TenerneHs 3a BepcTy 3amereH. Terepb
AepeBHs1 Tof] OyAeT 3/I0CIOBUTh, a TIOTOM eIlle TPU ToAa BCIIOMHMHATH, U 10 KOHIIA )KU3HU K HEMY
MIPUKJICUTCS KaKas-HUOYAb 371as KIWYKa, TUTIA «c1abak» WM «I0XJsAK». [Tomydaercs, yro TenenHio
He Mo3aBuyelllb. [IeBKH Ha Hero Terneps Jaxe He ISTHYT, a POAUTENIH I030pa He 00epyTCs, ¥ KaK IbIi
yBaXaloImui ceOst YesloBeK, MOoKymas peiOy y oTia TesnenHs, exuaHo OyIeT CrpanimBaTh: «A Kak TBOH
CBIHOK TMOXHBaeT?.. KTo eMy COmIM-To BHITUPAET ¥ MOPTKU MOJIEPrUBaeT?..»

— B mranbl HAIOKWIM, — KEeTYHO KOHCTATUpoBasl YeOOT M B 3aJyMUYMBOCTH MOCMOTpEN Ha
HEKOTIa BecelIbli Jiec, HaJl KOTOPhIM rofy0esio BeceHHee HeOO M TUThLIM Oesibie, Jerkue oonaka. —
[Tomna! — OH nepHyT BOXKU.

OHM TPOCKOYMIT MUMO OpPOHETpaHCHOpTepa, KOTOPBIN Kapay i Tpuilika, He 1aBasi JeTBOpe
3a0parbCsi BHYTPh M PACTAIUTh BCE TO, YTO TaM ObLIO LIEHHOTO. Psi00i, HECMOTpsI HA paHeHUe U
CyeTy, nocrapajics, ¢ Terorou nogyMan Kocrs. TonkoBbIi y Hac aTamaH, 3ps 51 peLlml, YTo ero rnopa
criuckiBath. [1ycTh ele MocyKuUT Ha O1aro iepeBHe.

JIploHesb XOAUI BOKPYT YOUTOrO, KaK HeMpUKAasiHHBIN, U cTpafai. Ha ero snuie Obuii Hamu-
caHbl cTpax U orvassHue. OIHAKO KOe-4TO OH MOMYMCTII: C PyKH YOMTOTO MPONAIH Yachl, KOTOPBIX
He 3ameTu1 Psiboii u Ha kotopbie KocTst Toxxe umen BUIBI, HO MpaBaa Oblla Ha CTOpoHe [lproHaens:
Kak HU KpyTH, a 310 ero Tpodeit. «Ilycts monb3yercs, — BemkoaymHo pemmn Kocrs, — MHe He
Kako». — M mpomomaan, Hudero He ckasan Yebory. [la u 3auem B gepeBHe 4yachl-T0? PasBe 4uto
MeTyXOB OyIuTh?

— I'ne BbI xomuTe?! — pBanyscs HpioHaens HaBcTpedy. — S 3/1ech yke Hamy)aJjcs J10 cMepTu!

— He 631u, Bosika, — Becesio KpukHyJ1 YeOoT, MpUBCTaBasi v ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM OIJISI/IbIBast yOU-
TOro, — MEpTBbIE He KycaioTcs. ['oBoputb, TBOI? Th 3aBasnn?!

— 41, — ropno orBeTwi1 proHAebs U BBIIATUI TPYdb, HE Uys MOABOXA. JIMIIO ero paciuisliioch B
CaMOIOBOJTbHOM YIbIOKe. — A KTo erie?! — OH ¢ BaKHOCTBIO mocMoTpelt Ha KocTio, oxkugast oT Hero
nojaepkku, Ho Koctst mpoMostuast, moToMy 4To, Ha €ro B3MIsi, [ploHenb He HyKAaJcs B HEll.

— Torna u rpy3u! — npukaszan Ye6oT, CIUTIOHYB M PaBHOIYIITHO YCAKMBAsICh HA MECTO, HO JAaxe
10 yImaM ero ObUI0 BHIHO, KAKOW OH MOJIOAEI U Kakou JIpioHenb TpAMKa, XOTs 1 yOus KaiiMaHa
ogHUM BbICTpesioM. C MOMOIIBI0 «IJIa3MaTPOHa» 3TO MOKET JTI0OOU Typak clearh, a Thl OMPOoOyi
rOJILIMUA pyKamu!

JIploHes b YCTaBUIICS Ha HETO, CJIOBHO MPOIJIOTHII JIATYIIKY, TIOTOM IOCMOTpEN Ha yOUTOro, 1
Ha I1a3a y Hero camul co00i HaBepHYJIUCH CJie3bl. 310poB ObLT Tpodeit I pioHens1, HACTONBKO 3/I0POB,
YTO OIMH OH €ro Jaxe IMPHUIIOAHATh HE CMOT OBl

— la magHo. .. — BeTMKOAyIIHO nokanen ero Yeoot. — [Nomrytuin ... Ceituac nmomoxem. Kak-
HUKAaK Thl CETOJIHsI Y HAaC Tepou.

BuiHO OBUTO, UTO OH He 3a0bLT MAHUKY B Jlecy MpeKoB U TUXOHBKO U3aeBaeTcs Haj JpioHze-
neM. KocTs yxe CTOsIT psiioM ¢ YOUTBIM U CTapaTeIbHO OTBOAWI B3IISII OT ero Jmiia. Tenepb OH ObLT
OoJiee YeM yBepeH, 4TO TO TOT CaMBIF YeJIOBEK CO IIPaMOM, KOTOPBIT YOHJI €ro poauTeiel B moesie.
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[TamsTh BOPYT BHIJIECHYIa M3 ceOs1 Bce, YTO HAKOMMIIA 32 3T roabl. CJIOBHO pyXHYJIa IJIOTUHA, ¥ Ha
HEro OOpYIIMJIMCh BCE CTPAXW TOW HOYM, KOTOpasi MpeBpaTmiiach B KOIIMap, MPUXOAUBIIUI K HEMY
MOYTH €KEHOILHO.

[Noe3n mpocHycs OT CHIBHOTO TOMYKA U AMKUX KpuKoB. CTpensum coBceM Om3Ko. B kopu-
J0pe TONAaJIM 37I0POBEHHBIMU caroramu. PsiioM B KyTie, TOJKHO ObITh, YOMBAJIM Y€JI0BEKA — TaM KTO-
TO XPHIIEN U JIyIIAJI HOTAMU B CTEHKY C TAKOHM CHJIOH, YTO OHA IIPOTHYJIACh.

— Jlexwure, nexure! — BCTPEBOXKUIICA OTELl U BBICKOUMJI U3 KYyIIE.

Bonbite Kocts ero ve Busien. Takum oH eMy 1 3alIOMHIJICS — B pyOallike, IPKMHCAaX ¥ TallovKax
Ha 6ocy Hory. B cienyoliee MrHOBEHHE B KOPHIOPE pas3/laiuch BBICTPEIIbI, U MaTh, COOOPA3MB, UTO K
yeMy, 3allle/IKHYJIa ABepb Ha «co0auKy». C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI B HEE TOTYAC YIAPHITH YE€M-TO TSKEIIBIM,
MacCCUBHBIM. JIOIHYJIO 3epKaJio, MOJIEeTeN OCKOIKH.

— Jle3p! — Martb cxBaTuiia €ro, COHHOrO M HUYEro He MOHMMAIOIIETO, 3aBepHYyJia B OAESIO,
YMOKHYJIa B JI0O ¥ BBITOJIKHYJIA B OKHO.

Koctst nutennysnicst Ha rpaBuil u 60ombpHO ynapwiicsi. OH XOTeN 3arulakath OT CTpaxa, HO elle
cTparHee ObLJIO TO, YTO MaTh HE BBHIIPHITHY/IA 32 HUM CJIEJOM U YTO B KyIe MPOUCXOAMUIIO YTO-TO
KYTKOE U HETIOHATHOE. TaM MeJbKasli CTpALIHbIE TEHU.

— Kocrs! Bern! Beru... — ycnplman oH KpUK U, KOHEYHO ke, HUKYyAa He modeskall, a Kak Mpu-
BA3AHHBIN TIOILEJ BCJIE 32 TPOHYBIIMMCS MOE3/I0M, II0KA HE MOKa3aJIoCh 3TO YPOMIMBOE JIULO CO
LIPaMOM.

YesoBeK, OCKAJIMBIIMCH, BHICYHYJICSI U3 OKHA. B pyke y Hero ObUT IUCTONET, OH IeWICS B
Kocrio, a 3atem BoicTpen: «bax! Bax! bax!» U torma Kocts neiicTBUTEbHO UCTTyTauICs U TOOeKa,
a MIOTOM TPH JHS MPATAJICA HA TIOTYCTaHKe, OKU/1asi BO3BPAIICHUS POJUTEIIEH.

Termepb 3TOT YesOBeK Jiekall iepell HUM U ObLT MepTB. MepTBee He ObiBaeT. KpoBb oTimina ot
JIMIIA, OHO CEJIaJioch OeJIbIM Kak Mesl U Oe3pa3nyHbIM KO BCeM JiepeBeHCKUM cTpacTsM. OmHaKo
IIpam, POXOIUBIIINE Yepe3 JIECBOe BeKO, OCTABUII IJ1a3 OTKPBITHIM, M OT ITOTO Ka3aJIoCh, YTO MEPTBELI
MOATTIABIBACT 32 HUMHU. JIoOUTH OBl €ro HaJJ0 Ha BCAKUE ciydaid, mogymai Kocts, 9to0bl HaBepHsIKa,
YTOOBI HE TIPOCHYJICA, a MOJJ0X OKOHYATEILHO M OeCIIOBOPOTHO, Aa KaK-TO TJIYIO MPU BCeX, CKaXyT
MOTOM, YTO s TICHX, WM 3aCMeIoT, yero nooporo. W He modw, 3actrecHsuics Yebota u proHaens
— B 00miem, oruiomaa 6e3 Mephbl, 0 YeM MOTOM JIONTO coxasen. XOoTs ecau Obl JOOWI, TO HUYEro
MOCJIE/YIONIETO HEe CYYIUIIOCh OBl M He Pa3BUIIOCH B TMHHYIO-JIMHHYIO UCTOPHIO.

— Copiimb, — ckazan Yebot, — TOBOPSAT, OXOTHUK K HaM 3a0pesT U paccKa3bIBaJl, YTO ITU CaMble
KaliMaHbl, — OH KMBHYJI HA MepTBella, — Ha BoJbIoit 3emie BaacTh OONBIIYIO UMEIOT.

— Mosxert 6bITh, — ckazast Kocts. — §1 He 3Hat0. Celiuac «BpeMs-Mapb», Bce MOXeT ObiTh. Ham-
TO BCE PAaBHO, Mbl Ha OTIIUOE KUBEM.

— OHO-TO Tak, KOHEYHO, — coriacwicss YeOot u Bapyr 3aopan Ha [poHnens: — Hy 4to Tei
crouiib? JlaBait! — W cxBaTuil MepTBsiKa 3a pyKy.

Kocrs — 3a apyryio. Pyka Ob10 HerHyImasicsi, Kak jepeBsiika. JIpioHaesb HeYKITIoKe TPUCTPO-
WiIcs K HoraMm. MepTBsIK OKa3ajics O4eHb TsokebiM. OHU BTPOEM TOJIBKO C TPEThel MOMBITKY Tepe-
BaJIWJTU €T0 B TEJIery.

— Hy Bot Tak-T0 nyume! — nogmurayn Kocre Ye6ot, oTpsixuBasi pyKH.

Kocrs cen B Tenery tak, 4toObl He BUAEThH jmiia youroro. [Toka oHu exanu Ha3aj, HOTY JeCaHT-
HUKa B BBICOKMX apMeUcKuX Oepliax mieBeriInchk, 1 Kocre kazanock, 4To TOT oxuBaer. Heckombko
pa3 OH UCIyraHHO 0OOpavMBaJICs, JOBSI Ha ceOe He MeHee MCIyraHHbi B3rsan proxaens. Bosie
nomMa 3UMHUHOMW TIOTPY3WIIU IyJIeMeTUrKa, Kotoporo nojacTpenui Kocrs. Camoe HeNpUATHOE 3aKJTIO-
4aJIoch B TOM, 4TO TOJIOBA Y ITyJIeMeTUYMKa OKa3ajach BUMCTYIO pa3JaBlieHa KojecaMu OpOHeTpaHC-
noprepa. Yebot Besten [proHaeo B34Th Yy 3UMUHON MOMOMHOE BeJJPO U COCKPECTH JIOTIATOM B HETO
TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT TOJIOBHL. HexopoIio Kak-To ObUIO OCTABIIATH pa3JaBJICHHYIO TOJIOBY Ha 3eMJIe.
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[Mapy pa3 [pronzaenst BHIpBaio B TO ke camoe Benpo. OHu ¢ YebOoToM He ycrenu | I71a30M
MOPTHYTb, KaK OH €10 OpOCHII ¥ TOOesKal 10 €JMHCTBEHHOM YITUIIE IEPEBHH, CJIOBHO TPYCIIMBBIN 3a411,
HECMOTPs Ha TO uT0 YeOOT CBUCTEN eMy BIOTOHKY M 0Oelall Py BCTpeue CUIIbHO HAMSTh OOKa.

— Yro MBI, 32 HETO JIOJKHBI BKAJIBIBATh? | — BO3MYIIIAJICS OH M HUKAK He XOTeJT YCIIOKANBaThCS. —
Hy nonaguck Tel MHE, TOJICTOITY3bIN Ypojelt!

UYerBeproro MeprBsika PsO0ON U JepeBeHCKHE MYXKHKH CO 3JIa TaK WCKaJICUMJIH, YTO, KOTrIa
CTaJI ero NogHUMarth, Kocte mokas3aioch, 4To y TOrO B HOrax M pyKax IO JIMIIIHEMY CycTaBy oOpa-
30BaJIoch. Hamasiimich oHM ¢ HUM Oosbliie, YeM CO BCeMH OCTaJIbHBIMU. KOcCTs elle HUKOrja Tak He
ycraBaji. A YeOoTy, Ka3ajuoch, XOTb Obl XHBI. OH TOJIBKO eIlie SIPOCTHEH CTal MOHOCUTH JIploHers.

OHU ¢ TPyAOM CKUHYJIM MEPTBSIKOB M3 TeJIeTU Ha JIeJIHUK, HAMBHO IOJIarasi, 4To BHITACKMBATh
UX OTTy/a OyJeT KTO-TO JApyroil. B nmepeBHe ObLIO Ba OOIIECTBEHHBIX JIEHUKA, TIOCTPOSHHBIX eIlle
B cepeayHe Mponuioro Beka. Korma-to pelOHast apTenb XpaHWIM B HUX pbiOy. Tak OHO U MOBEJIOCH:
IpU JTIOOOM CTpOe OOITIECTBEHHYIO phIOY B TEIIJIOE BpeMs ofla XPaHWIU B JISTHUKAX, Jiel B KOTOPBIX
BO300HOBJISTA KakAyio 3uMy. [1o BecHe ofMH 13 HUX OCBOOOIUIICS.

Yeb0T mocMoTpest B YEPHYIO MaCTh JISAHUKA U MTOMTPOCHIL, C BOJK/IEJIECHUEM TIOTJIsIAbIBast HA HOX
B pasrpyske:

— [omapwu. ..

— Henp3as, — Kocts momopiuics, Kak oT 3yOHOI 00/, — He Moe. . .

— Hy u uro?.. — uuHrYHO crumoHyn YeOoT 1 BHICMOPKAJICs, KaK MYKHK Ha CEHOKOCE, a pyKH
BBITEpP O MOJIECKUHOBBIE IITaHbl. — CKakelllb, YTO MOTEPST. ..

Ero rnaza, yepHble, Kak 3payoKk pyxkbs, TpeOOBATEILHO ycTaBWIMCh Ha KocTio. MoxeT ObITb,
Koctst u momapwn 66 eMy 3TOT HOX, J1a He ObUIO B TeX IIa3aX HU JAPYKObI, HU PACTIONIOKEHHS, & OTHO
JKeJlaHWe 3aroTy4rTh HOXK, MYCTh JIaxke IIEHOW HerpusTHocTen st Kocru.

— 51 b1 ckazai, — B3HOXHYT KocTs, — HO Belb THI 3HaEIIlb HAIIIETO aTaMaHa.

— 3Haw, — noHnMarIe KuBHya Yedot. — Toraa nmorum J0MOM, )KpaTh OXOTa.

— o, — cornacuiicst Koctst 1 HEMHOTO MOTO/IsI CIPOCHJI, OTJISTHYBILIUCH HA JIEHUK: — 3a4eM
MbI 310 fenaem? [Toxoponwiu Obl, 1 Bee!

— 4 cam He oueHb-TO MOHAN, — oTBEeTHII YebdoT. — Bosucek 3aeck ¢ Humu. [1aBHoe, yro Pgooit
CKasaJl: TOJIOXKUTE Ha Jield, M Touka! Beap Thl 3Haelb ero?! — exuaHo Jo0OaBWII OH, HAMEeKasl Ha HOX.

Koctst cnenait Buj1, 9To HUYEro He TIOHS.

— 3Halo, — COMIACUIICSl OH U TIOAYMaJl, YTO BCE PABHO HOX HE OTIACT, — EMY BHHEE.

Ha sToMm 1 pazonuiuck, Kax/plid B CBOIO CTOPOHY, 00a IMepeMa3aich B Ipsi3u U KPOBH, U KOTIa
Kocrs siBuscs nomon, Kcenust JaHUIOBHA TOJIBKO BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMU:

— XopoIo XOTh OTell Jorajancsi 0aHbKy 3aTonuTh. COpachiBail BEPXHIO OJCKAY M MapIil
MBIThCS.

Koctst ckuHy:1 B yroJ, mojajblie OT evu, pa3rpy3Ky, Tya ke MOCTaBIII «II1a3MaTPOH», CXBa-
THJI CMeHHOe OeJbe U modekan B OaHbKYy Ha Kpaill oropoja.

[Nonepek oropozaa mposeraim MOCTKH, IO 00€ CTOPOHBI KOTOPBIX POC/IM KapTOIIIKa, JIYK, B TETl-
JIMIE TIOf] CTEKJIOM BETBMJIMCH TOOErW orypra. 3a oropojioM TeK IIUPOKHIA U TIIYOOKHWIl pydell, B
kotopom Kocts B ieTcTBe JI0BII 1ecKkapeii U ykJjeek. I1o 1pyryio cTopoHy pydbsi, 3apOcCIIero cTpe-
JIONICTOM Y BOJIOKPAcoOM, paz0erasics JIyT, a yke 3a JIyroM HauuHascs Jlec mpeaKoB.

B 6ane maxyio Gepe30BHIMU BEHMKAMH U BJIaXHBIM Bo3ayxoM. Koctsi ToporumBo paspesncs,
crapasich Kak MOXXHO MEHBIIIE CTyIaTh Ha MOKpPbIE, CKOJIb3KKE TOJIOBUIIbI, CXBATUII YUCTYIO IIAKKY,
Oepe30Bblii BEHUK W HBIPHYJI B MBUIBHIO, OPUCHTUPYSCh HAa €IMHCTBEHHOE OKOIIIKO, KOTOPOE CBETH-
JIOCh B ITyOMHE YE€PHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA.

Cemen TumoeeBrY KpSIKHYIJ OTKY/AA-TO U3 TEMHOTHI:

— JIBepb-TO, 1BEPH-TO!..
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Kocts morioTHee 3akpbil pa3OyXIIyio ABEPb, MO HU3Y KOTOPOW TSAHYJIO XOJIOAKOM, U IIArHYyJI
TyJa, T/ie JOJKHA OblIa OBITH Teub ¢ KOTIOM. OH TUIECHYIT B IIAWKY KUTIATKA, pa30aBUIT €r0 XOJIOIHON
BOJIOM M3 OOUKHM U TIOIIEN Ty, Iae, Oeses robiM TeJIOM, MBLICS OTell.

— Hy-ka... — BOMHCTBEHHO cKa3as TOT U okatui KocTio XosoaHoi Boj1oi.

KocTst B3BBUT OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, XOTS 3HAJ 3TY JIS)KYPHYIO IIYTKY OTIIA, U, CYACTIIMBO 3aCMe-
SIBIIIUCh, TIPUHSLICS MBIThCsA. Bee ero ropect MOMEHTAJTbHO MCIIAPHIIICh, U OH CHOBA OITYTHJI CeOsl
J0Ma, TJie CIOKOWHO M YIOTHO W TJIe MOKHO He OOSIThCS, YTO TeOe MPOCTPEIIST TOJOBY WJIA COXKTYT
N3 «IIa3MaTpOHa».

[ToTtoM oHU Tepiu KECTKMMH BUXOTKAMU JIPYT JAPYTY CIHMHBI, PAJIOCTHO KPSKATH, CMEHUIH TIO
TP Ta3WKa BOJBI ¥, HAMBIBIIIHCh, TIONAJIMCH B MapvibHI0. OTell TUiecHy 1 Ha KaMHM. [1ap ¢ mmrneHvem
yIapui BBEpX MU MIHOBEHHO 3allOJHWI KPOXOTHOE ToMelreHre. Ele ocTpee 3amaxyio COCHOBHIMU
JOCKaMH U PacriapeHHbIMU BEHUKAMHU.

— Hy-xa... gapaii! — Cemen TumodeeBruu 3a0pajics Ha BEPXHIOK TIOJIKY, TTOYTH IO TIOTOJIOK,
1€ HEBO3MOXKHO OBUIO ABIIATh. — [Tomnai!

Kocts ruiecHy elie ¥ BRIXBATUJI U3 BeJpa BEHUK, B KOTOPOM OH OTMOKAJL.

— C OTTSKKOIA. .. C OTTSIKKOM. .. — pyKOBOAMJI IIPOLIECCOM OTEL.

Kaxpiii pa3 mporcXoauio OJJHO U TO ke, ¥ Bpoae Obl KocTst crapacs, u Bpojie Obl 1eai Bce
KaK TIOJIOKEHO, aH HeT, KaK/bli pa3 He Tak U He 9Tak. Yepe3 MATh MUHYT HE BBIIEPXKaJ, CKaTUIICS
BHU3, TjIe ObLJIO HE TaK JKapKo.

— Cnabak! — HacmenunBo ckazain Cemen Tumodeesnu. — [Mopaaii-ka eme! — Cent v IpUHSIICS
cam ceOsl OXakMBaTh BEHMKOM U TIO0 HOTam, W Mo OOKaM, W MO CriuHe, npuroBapusas: — 0-0-0-X,
XOpOIIIO, 0-0-0-X, XOPOIIO. .. 0-0-0-X, OJIaKEHCTBO!

JKuBOT y Hero ObUTO OOJIBITION, Kak OypIIOK, FOJIOBa ceflasd, a Tia3a J00pbie-100pbie 1 BHUMA-
TeJIbHBIE, HO BMECTe C TEM CTPOTHE.

Koctst HeMHOTr0 1mocuies BHU3Y, 9yBCTBYS, UTO UCXOAWT TIOTOM, U BHIOPAJICS B MBLIBHIO, KOTO-
pasi oKazasach eMy paeM I0 CPABHEHUIO C TIAPHOM, OTIOJIOCHYJICS MTPOXJIAHON BOJOH U BBIIIIEIN Ofle-
BaTbcsl. M TONMBKO uepes3 monvaca, KOrja OH yKe CHEN Ha YyiuIle, Iypsich Ha 3aXOfsIliee COJHIIE,
Cemen TumodeeBry BbIOpasicst U3 OaHu, 3BSIKHYJI KPBIIIKON Ha BEApE U, UCTUB KBACy, KPUKHYII:

— Kocr4, T8I 31€CH?

— 3neck, 0ard, 31€ech. .. — orBeTi Kocr4.

— Ckaxu marepu, 4to o ceituac npury. OCTbIHY U IPULY.

— Xoporo, 6ats, — ckazayn KocTs u mormesn B 10M.

k %k ok

— Otkypa Takas naika? — 6JIM30pyKo IOMHTEPeCcoBaJICS OTell, KUBHYB Ha opyxkue. — OH mouc-
KaJl Ha TIOJOKOHHUKE OYKU C TIepeBSA3aHHBIMY AYKKaMU, HAIETIWI UX W TIPUAUPYMBO BO33PUIICS B
yroi. — YUTo-To 5 TAKOTO paHbIlie He BUJIEN, — IepeBes BOMPOCUTEbHBIN B3I Ha KocTio.

— C nepeBaia, — ckazan Kocts, oxxuasi, 4To OTel] HAYHET ero pyraTh 3a rudens Kocoro.

OpHako oTer] TOJBKO IMOKayal TOJIOBOM U CKa3all, He 000pss M He MopuIas:

— 3HA4UT, BHI €70 BCE-TaKy COMIN?

— Counm, 6ats, — npusHaicsa Kocts ¢ TskenbiM cepiiieM, TOTOMY 4To, TI0 €r0 MHEHHUI0, 0CO00
XBarathcs ObUTO HedeM. Ho 1o0aBwt Ha BCAKUI cTyvai, YToObl peaObuuTupoBath ceds: — [1na3men-
Hag mryka. [enkaer, Kak KHYT.

Jpyroro cpaBHeHHUsI OH He HaIllesI, XOTs IaXe KHYT [0 CPAaBHEHUIO C «TUIa3MaTPOHOM» IIIeIKaeT
CJIVIIIKOM MEJICHHO.

Cemen TumogeeBnY XMBIKHYII:

— Hy-ny... a Tenepp uro?

B ero Bompoce Tamiach MOIKOBBIPKA, HATpaBJIieHHAs] W MPOTHUB HOBOTO OPYKHs, U TPOTUB
Psi60ro, 1 BOOOI1Ie MPOTUB BCEH 3TOM 3ayMKHU C «BEPTOJIETOM», KOTOPOW OTeI] He MOHUMAJT U, BUJTHO,
criopui ¢ PObIM Ha 3TOT cyerT.
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KocTtst momyman, 4to otell, Kak 4eloBeK cyryoo MUpHOH rpodeccuu, He JIIoOUT yOuBaTh U He
JIOOUT BOWHBI.

— INouem s 3HaO? — TOXkaJ OH IJIEYaMH ¥ TIO-TIAIIAaHBU IIIMBITHYJI HOCOM, JIaBasi MIOHATh, YTO
ele He JJOPOC JI0 B3pOCIIOro, YTO OH CBOE JIEJI0 CAIENIAIl M C HErO B3STKU TJIAJIKH.

JleiicTBUTENBHO, TIyCTh Y Ps100r0 rosioBa 60T, ogyMas oH. 3aBTpa s CBOE PyKbe CllaM, a TaM
XOTh TPaBa He pacTy. A 4TO OTell MMeJl B BUAY CBOUM KOPOTKUM M UPOHHUYHBIM «HY-HY», KocTs Tak
Y He TIOHsUJI, XOTS MOAyMaJl, 4TO 3Ta UCTOpHs OyIAeT UMETh MPOIoKeHre. BoT kaxeTcs MHe Tak, U
Bce TyT! He maii 6or, koneuHo. CTOUT NOrOBOPUTH C aTAMAaHOM IMOCEPbe3Hee, MYCTh OH PAacCKaxeT
O CBOMX TUIaHAX HacueT «Beproyieta» u npodero. [Tycts! [Tymmka — oHO, KOHEYUHO, XOPOIIIO, HO BEb
*uu u 6e3 Hee. Kak Obl He HaKJIMKATh ceOe Ha TOJIOBY ellle OJHOUN Oe/bl !

[Nepen enoii otelr BHIMUI CTO rpaMM caMoroHa. C yI0BOJILCTBHEM KPSKHYJL.

— Tebe ere Henmb3s1! — 3amMeTHIT Oe3aneUISIIMOHHBIM TOHOM U TIPUHSLJICS TOJIOYb B JIOXKKE KPYTI-
HYIO COJIb U JIOJIBKY YeCHOKa. — MoJIOf elrie. . . YCIieelb MOMUTh BOAKK-TO. [lypHoe neno Hexurpoe!

Koctst noBosbcTBOBasICA KPYKKOH SIIPEHOTro KBaca Ha xMmerno. Pasymeercs, eMy yxke ciyda-
JIOCh TIPOOOBATh CAMOTOH, HO TTPH POIMTENISIX STH CBOU 3HAHUS OH He JieMOHCTpupoBail. Hu k yemy,
CIIOKOIHEe KXUTh OynyT. VI OHM IPUHSINCH eCTh. 3a HABAPUCTHIMU IIaMH TTOCTICAOBANIN MTEIbMEHH,
TMIOCHITIAHHBIE 3€JIEHBIM JIYKOM, 11ofi KoTopble CemeH TuMogeeBUY XJIOMHYJT ellle CTO TPaMM.

— Otkyna, mama?.. — ynusuics Kocrs.

— B, e, erie noaioxy, — otBeTuia 1oBojbHasA Keenus [JaHunoBHa.

JlomkxHO OBITh, U3 CTpaTermuecKux 3amaco, cooopasun Kocrs. ITog capaem y HUX ObUT COO-
CTBEHHBIH JICTHVK, a eIlle 3MMOM OTell KyIUJ Yy OJICHEBOJOB TYIITY OJICHS.

[Mocne expl 3axotenock cnatb. OH CHIET U KJIEBaJI HOCOM, I0KUIASICh, KOT/Ia IIOECT OTeIl, TOTOM
roriesicst K ceOe 1 TYT ke YCHYI, e/IBa KOCHYBIIHCH TTOTYIIIKH.

Bmke x momyHoun Keenns JlaHuoBHa 3aiiia B KOMHATy, 3a00TJIMBO YKpbUIa ero, Ho Kocts
HUYero He mouyBcTBoBa. OH CHOBA MEpekUBaJ COOBITUS THs, Oeral, CTpesisl 1 HUKaK He MOT yOUTb
YeJIoBeKa CO MIPAMOM.

[pocuyncs on nozano. ConHIle BOBCIO CBETHJIO B OKHO. Ha TyMOOUKe y U3roJioBbsi CTOSLI CTa-
KaH C MOJIOKOM, PsIJIOM Ha cayeTke Jiexkana Kpaioxa xJjeoa.

Koctst 3anmom ocymvit crakaH, B3sJT KPaloXy M BBIIIE OOCMKOM B OOJIBIIYI0 KOMHATY. XOpO-
Ui y HUX ObUT 1oM. Teruibiid, crapbiid u ckpuryunid. [IpuarHo B Hem ObuTO XUTh. [IpusTHO OBLIO
BCTaTh BOT TaK yTPOM U ITPOUTHUCH 11O YUCTHIM ITOJIOBUIIAM, BIIOXHYTh BO3YX, TPOMMTAHHBIN 3aI1aXOM
s0710K. 16,10k 10 TIO3/THEH BECHBI XpaHWJTUCh Ha XOJIOMHOM CTOPOHE IOMa — BEpaHie.

Kcenus JlaHnnoBHa BBIIVIAHYNA C KyXHHU:

— Ceituac Kymarb Oyziem.

[Maxno mupoxkamu ¢ mykoM. Ho He ycrien KocTs ymBIThCA, Kak mpuoekan Majiod, CbIH TeTKU
Hlycu, 4TO Xuja yepes3 Ba JoMa:

— KimmayT Te6s1, aTamaH BeJsiest MpuiTH.

— Ceitvac, — oro3Bajicst Koctsi. — atu Haz1o. .. — U3BUHSIIOIIUMCS TOHOM CKa3ajl OH MaTepu.

— W, uay, KOHEYHO, MAPOKKOB TOJIBKO BO3BMU.

— Jla s GBICTpO, O/THA HOTA 3/1eCh, Apyras Tam, — nooderian Kocrs.

OH 3a0exas B KOMHATY, MOUCKaJ1, 4ero Hajaetb. Cyns 1mo BceMy, Ha yJuile ObUIO MPOXJIaIHO.
IMomyman u Hazen, B Hajexae nopasuth Bepky [laHTioxuHy, cBUTEp «OOW3» M KUHCHI «MaBUH».
CBepxy, KOHEYHO, JTIOOUMYIO CYKOHHYIO KYPTKY, TIEPEIIUTYI0 U3 apMEUCKOW IWHEN, a HA HOTH —
KHMp3auu, HY ¥ «MEHUHIUTKY», pasyMeeTcsl, He 3a0bL.

— Bce, ma, — ckazast oH, MOAXBaThIBas M3 YIIa «IJIA3MAaTPOH» U pa3rpy3Ky, — s OOeKall.

— K obeny obs3arenbHO Oyap qoMa! — KpUKHYJIa MaTh.

— Ob6s13aTeNIbHO! — OTBETUIT OH U BBICKOYMJI HA YITUILY.

Hecmotpst Ha sIpKO CBETHBIIIee COJTHIIE, HAKPATBIBAI MEJIKUN TOXKIUK, Taxe He TOKIUK — B
BO3/IyXe BUCeJa MeJIKask BOfIsiHAS IMbLTh. JIeHb oOemall ObITh BeTpeHbIM. Jlec CTosT TeMHBIH, B3bepo-
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meHHbId. [Taparka Hecna cBOM BOMpI, KaK BCEra, CTPEMUTENBHO U OAHOBPEMEHHO JIEHUBO, KaK U
nogo6aeT OOJIBINON, Cepbe3HOM peke. B riryOuHe ee, Tam, rje OHa oXoAusIa Ha OyTHUIOYHOE CTEKJIO,
101 KAMHSIMH CTOSIJTM HETTyraHble XapuyChl C OTPOMHBIMU, KaK Mapyca, MIaBHUKAMU.

Hepesns Tenenrenn caurtanach OONBIION, B HEW OBLIO MOJICTA ABOPOB, a XKUJIA B HEH YepHOBO-
JIOChIE, CKYJIACThIC M y3KOIJIa3ble TeIEeHTephl.

Koctst chen mapy mupoXKOB € KalyCTOW M JIyKOM, OCTaJIbHbIE 3aBEpHYJI B KyJIEK U 3aCyHYJI
B KapMaH. Jlommaay, Ha KOTOPBIX OHH €3[WIM COMBATh «BEPTOJIET», CAMU MPUIILUTH B AEPEBHIO, UX
pacceniaay, 1 OHU OPOIVIIH 11O JIYTY, TOIIMIbIBasl TpaBy. Ha miomany nepes epKkoBbIO TOJNHICS
Hapop. [Toxoxe, Bce TOJbKO-TOJIBKO MPHIIUTH € TIOTOCTA.

Ps16011 yBuIen ero u BOCKJIMKHYII:

— A BOT 1 Haul repoii! Ml crienMaibHO Aajii TeOe MOoCaTh.

— 3ps, — paccrpouicst Kocrs, — s Kak Bce. ..

— Hwuuero, Hudero, — ynsidasice, Bo3paswi Psi6oii, — mocnaii, 1 xopomo. MonoabiM OoJbIie
criaTh HaJIo.

T'onosa y Hero OblTa epeBsizaHa, JieBasi pyKa BUCeJIa Ha MEPeBsI3n U3 CTApOro rajictyka. Boirs-
nen Psaboii mydine, yem BUepa, TOJIBKO MOJ I71a3aMHU OCTAIUCh TE€HH, Aa MOPOM OH MOPIIUJICS SIBHO
oT 00JI B pyKe. A B OCTJIBHOM ObUI, KaK M TPEXAe, MIUPOKUM, KPSKUCTHIM OOEBBIM aTaMaHOM C
MIPOH3UTEIFHBIMU YEPHIOMIMMH IJ1a3aMH, IOHUMAIOIIMM B 9TOW JKM3HU HEUTO OOJIbIlee, YeM ApyTue,
u noaroMy Kocra 3aBuoBan emy.

— Opyxue 3aHecH KO MHE B JIOM M BO3BpaIiaics, — 1o0aBui Psooii, OpocuB B3IIsAA Ha pas-
TPY3KY U «I1a3MaTpon». — [lomunats Oyaem. [Tonoxau. .. — OH BBITAIIIT U3 Pa3rpy3KH YEPHBIA HOX
C 3alenoM Nof pyKy, xjionHys Koctio no mieuy u ckasan: — Hy uau. ..

Kocte mouemy-To ObLIO Kaslb pacCTaBaThCs C HOKOM, CJIOBHO OH CTaJI €ro JIMYHBIM OPYKHEM.
OH, npaBfa, XOTeJl 3aMKHYThCsI HACUET TeX, KTO BAJISUICS Ha JIETHUKE, YK OUYeHb y HEero He Jiexasna
AyIlia K TOMY, YTO OHM TaM He 3allepThl, HO aTaMaH yKe pa3BepHYJICS 1 KOMaHJOBaJI 0abaMHu U IETbMHU:

— Tak, HecuTe Bce B Ky, a Thl, Aradbs, cOeraii BMECTe ¢ HUIM KO MHE 32 CAMOTOHOM.

Kocrsi pazouapoBaHHO B310XHYJ M Tomuiencsl Bciend 3a crapoll Aragpbeit CrimpuaoHOBOW.
CkoJbKO OH ceOs1 IIOMHUJI, OHa Bcer/ia Oblla TAKOM — CYXOH M TUIOCKOH, KaK JIOCKa, B HEM3MEHHOM
YEpHOM ITaTKE U YEPHOM ke CyKOHHOM 100Ke. A BOT Ha HOTaxX y Hee Ha 3TOT pa3 BMECTO MPUBBIYHBIX
PE3MHOBBIX Caror ObLIM KaKWe-TO CTPAIIHO JOMOTOIHbIE JakoBbie Tydu. HaBepHoe, crienuaibHO
Hajeaa Ha MOMUHKH, HacMenuiuBoO noxyMan KocTs u TyT ke yCThiAMJICs, BCIIOMHUB, UYTO 3BEPOB
Bacuuii Ob11 ee coceioM cIipaBa ¥ 4TO OHU JAPYKIJIM CEMbSIMU, U CTAJIO ObITh, Ty(hiM OHA Hajesna
M3-32 YBOKEHUS K aMsTH MOKOWHOTO.

B nome atamana xo3siiHMYaIM keHa atamaHa Kiapmus, skeHIMHA 37I0BpeqHast U OCTpasi Ha
SI3BIK, M [IBE JIOYEPH, OFHA M3 KOTOPBIX Obuta 3amysxkeM 3a Crernoid AHMKMHBIM. CTenaH ObLT Ha TPH
roga crapire Koctu u B Hactosiiiee BpeMs MBITAT CUacThe Ha «mpombicie» Jloyxu. Bropas moub,
MUTa/IIIasi, eme urpaia ¢ KyKjaamMu.

KocTst monokuit pasrpy3ky M «IUia3MaTpOH» B CEHSIX, [JIe yXKe JIeKall sIIUK C OPyXKHUEM, a Ha
CTEHE BHCEJIH JIBE KeThle KOOYpPHI C MUCTOJIETAMH, €1lle Pa3 MoKaJies O YepHOM HOXe, KOTOPBI eMy
HY OYeHb IMOHPABUJICS, U BEPHYJICS B ropHHILy. W3 KyxHu Hecno yaaoM. Kena Psdoro, pazmaxuast
BUJIKOM, KOMaHAOBaJIa:

— BospmeTe 3Tu ueTbipe KOp3UHbI U Oy ThLIb !

O Takux B iepeBHe 0OBIYHO rOBOpUIIU: «Ecim eBKka — To Ha BCIO YJHMILy, eciii 0ada, To Ha BCIO
neub». 300poBa Obl1a KitaBaus TesoM BO BceX OTHOIIECHUSIX M OCTpa Ha S3bIK, YTO OpUTBA.

— ByTbub kKyna? — pacrepsiHHO cripociut Koctst v mogymant: He B 3yObl ke ?

B xop3uHax Oblia skapeHasi peloa M MyYKU CBEKETO JIyKa.

— S momory! — nponwmana miagmas Kareka, oOchinaHHas MyKOU € TOJIOBBI IO HOT, ¥ CZIEPHYJIA
c cebs1 hapTyk, MpU TOM OHA C Mpe3peHreM Opocuiia B3MIsA Ha Aradeio, a ¢ Kocreil Tak crana
KOKETHHYATh, YTO y HETO MOKPACHEIH YIIIN U 3aX0TEJIOCh MOOBICTpee MOKUHYTh JOM aTaMaHa.
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— Kyptky TospKO HajieHb, nuranmia, KypTky! U B carorax-To, B carnorax, a TO IpOCThIHENTb! —
KpukHynaa KinaBaus, opyays BUWIKOW Ha OTPOMHBIX CKOBOPOJIAX, TIIe Kapujcs Xapuyc.

ByTtbutb Obuta 4yTh M He B J1Ba pasa Oonbine camoit Karpbku. OHa oOXxBaTmia ee, Kak CBOIO
camylo JIIOOMMYIO KYKJTY, ¥, C BBI30BOM B3IUIsiHYB Ha KocTio, monepia. [1o kiry6a orumy 6e3 mprKIIo-
YEHU, XOTs OTIbIXaJIH, TPUCAXUBASCH HA JIABOUKH, TpU pas3a. Pazymeercs, Kocts noHec Obl cBOM
KOP3WHBI B [IBa cyeTa, fa Masiast Karbka u crapast Aradbst Ha Takoi OgBHT He criocoOHbI ObLH. Hy 1
KOHeuHO, Karbka, HayyeHHast KeM-TO U3 MOAPYT, TO U JIeso Kujana Ha KocTio B3I CBOMX TEeMHO-
Kapux ria3. Bor monoznexs nonuia, yausisiics KocTsi, HEBOJIBHO TYHIysCh Mepejl He 1Mo rogam Oo¥-
KOH JIEBYOHKOM.

Kity6 6b11 IOCTpOEH eltie BO BpeMeHa COBETCKOM BJIACTH — KAMEHHBIN, UIMHHBIN, KaK Ka3apMa.
[ToTom B HeM ObLJIO TIpaBJIeHUE KOJIX03a, IOTOM IIPaBJIEHUE apTeJiu, IIOTOM C OIHOM CTOPOHBI — [IOYTa,
a C Ipyroil — MeJIyHKT, HO TIOMeIIeH!e TaK M0 MPUBBIUKE U HAa3bIBAJIOCh: «KJIyO», M1 HUKAK MHAYe.
3atem, Korja MoJa Ha aTer3M 3aKOHYMJIACh, PSIOM BBIPOCIIA TPEXIaBasi HEPKOBb C SPKO-3€JICHOU
KPBIIIEeH, a BOKPYT LIEPKBU MOCAAUIA IEPCUICKYIO CUPEHb U BO3BEJIH 3a00PYHK.

— 41 3neck ocranych! — npormiana Katbka, yBUIaB, OT KAKMX JAKOMCTB JIOMSITCSI CTOJTBL.

JlepeBHs ockpebiia Mo cycekaM M COTBOpMJIa MOMHUHKH. [lociie 3Toro oHa mosnoxuT 3yObl Ha
TNOJIKY, He 6e3 ocHOBaHus noxyMait Koctsi, u OyzieT cuuTarh 3epHBIIIKY.

— Wmu x marepu! — norpo3una er nanbiieM Aradbs CnvpuaoHOBa W HACYNMWIACh W3-TIOJ
TUIaTKa.

— Bor eme! — 60iiko Bo3pa3uia Karpka 1 momnsiTanach 3aTepsThCs B TOMME, HO Aradbsi, BAPYT
MPOSIBUB Uyjeca JJOBKOCTH, CXBATHJIA €€ 3a MOJI0N:

— Wau, rosopio!

KocTs He cTan xaarh, YTo MPOU30MIET AANbIIe, U MOAONIET K CBOUM:

— Yeobor 371€ChH?

— Ceituac npupner. Ero Psaooi kyna-to nocnan. Teds Cken, Tenenenp u Menkuii Bec unryr.

— O6BsBUIUCH?

— [ToBUHUTBCSA XOTAT.

— fcHoe peno... A rae onn? — orisiHyscs Kocrs u yBuzen Bepky [lanTioxuny.

OHa cTosiTa y OKHa M CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, Kak MoKa3ajaoch eMy, IPyCTHBIMU-TPYCTHBIMHU TJIa-
3amu. CeromHs oOsi3aTesbHO morenyio ee! — permn Kocrs. — Eit-6ory! Y ToTdac 3a0bpu1 000 BceM
MIPOUCXOIAIIEM.

— A 1o-mMoeMy, KO3J1bl OHH! — TIOCMeJT BBICKa3aTh MHEHUE MAJIONIETOK [ 'HOM. — 3astubs ymia y
Hux! Bor ecim ObI g notet, g Obl BceM HaBasIs!

Kocts ¢ npe3pennem nocmotpesn Ha Hero. Kak Ob1 H1 Obuti BUHOBatThl Cked, Tenenens u Mert-
kuii Bec, He 1es10 MaJIoneTok ocyKaaTh UX. 31ech JIOAH eCTh U rmocTapiie, mogymain KocTs u BbicKa-
3ajicst HeOpeKHO, HO MHOTO3HAUYUTEIbHO:

— He yuu nenymiky Kanuisith. . .

I'noMm Ha Besikui comydai cripstascs 3a Yuouca, cbiHa omHopykoro CemeHa, KOTOPBIN TOTEPSiT
PYKY Ha BOHHE C JIOJbMHU-KaliMaHAMHU.

— XOTAT, 4TOOBI THI 32 HUX CJIIOBEYKO 3aMoJIBUI iepe Konnpatrem AnekcanipoBrueMm, — cKa-
3as Lamis ¥ IpuMUPUTENIBHO YIBIOHYIICS.

Koctst moesxwiics. HoBble 00513aHHOCTH reposi HUKaK He YKJIAAbIBAINCh Y HEero B royiope. Hy
KaKOW 51 Tepoi, HEBOJILHO MOIyMaJl OH, JI000i Obl HA MOEM MeCTe TIOCTYITHJI TOYHO TaK ke. A CJIOBO
3aMOJIBUTh MOKHO, TIOUEMY HeJb3sl, €ClI TOJbKO Psi6oit mocymaer. Tonbko Tonky-to? Bee paBHO
HapOoJI PEIIUT MO-CBOEMY.

Korga Kocts cHoBa orisinysncsi, Bepku yxe He Obuto. 3aTo OH yBUAEN cBoero Bpara Yebora
— TOT IIeJ BAOJb 3aJla, U BCe, KTO MOMagaics eMy Ha MyTHd, ycTynaiu emy aopory. Ho mopasuio
KocTio He 310, a TO, uTO Ha my3e y YeboTa KpacoBasiach xkenatast Kooypa ¢ miucTonaeToM. M KoHeYHO
xke, YeOoT ObLT Ha ceIbMOM HeOe OT CUaCThsl, €r0 POCTO PaCcHHpPasio OT CaMOIOBOJIbCTBA. Mopa ero
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JIOCHWJIACh, & HETOCIYIIIHbIE BUXPBl ObUTM HAMA3aHbl MACJIOM M YJIOXKEHbI Ha TMPSAMOH Mpodop, YTo
JIeNao ero MoxoXkuM Ha CBOEro otua, Baneprana ®enopoBuya, Koraa TOT ObIBAT TPE3B U CITYKUT
MonebeH. BoT kak KpagyT y 4esnoBeka ciaBy! — ¢ ropeusio nogymain Kocts u crpamno oduaencs
Ha Ps6oro. [Tomydaercs, KTO IepBBIM OKa3aJiCsl PAIOM C Ha4aJIbCTBOM, TOT U Tepoit! Emy craso tak
OOMHO, YTO OH TYT XK€ PEIINT YUTH M CKPBITHCS OT JIIOOONBITHBIX 1a3. Tenepb eMy Ka3ajaock, 4To
BCE TOJIbKO M 3aHSATHI TEM, YTO CMOTPSAT HA HETO M MIEMYyTCsl MEXAy cOOOM O TOM, KaK He TIOBE3JIO
[Tpuemspliily ¥ 4TO HAKOHELI-TO €0 IIEJKHYJIU 110 HOCY, U MPAaBWJIBHO CAEJIAJIN, HEUero Jie3Th BIepe
HAllIUX, TEJIEHTePOB.

Hwudero He Buns nepen codoid, mo3adeiB o Bepke [Nantioxunoi, Kocts, kak B TymaHe, MoImesn
K BBIXOJly, €JIe TIepeCTaBJisisl OTSKENEBIIME HOTY U CJIbIILA 3a CIIMHOM, KaK €My Ka3aJloCh, CMEILIKU U
YHUBUTEJIBHBIN MIETOT: «3Hai Haimmx !» OcTanioch caeaTh JBa-TPH Iara, ¥ MOXHO ObUIO OKa3aThCs
Ha KpbUIblie, OBICTPEHBKO CBEPHYTH 32 YIoJ U yOexarh OT CThiAa U oOuabl. BoT, okasbiBaeTcs, Kak
OLIEHWJIM MOM TIOCTYIKH, JlyMasl OH, KaK BJIPYT, IIOXOJOAEB B AyIle, YCJbIIaJ KOMaHHbIA rojoc
Ps6oro:

—Kocrs!.. — 1 motom, HemHoro noroasi: — Tet kyna?.. Bee 3a cron caasitesi! A Thl y HaC IJIaBHBIT
repoui! A ny-ka croit! [Tonoiau ko Mue!

Kocrs noBepHysicst ¢ MOMHBIMU CJIe3 IT1a3aMu:

— Konpparuin AnekcanapoBuu. ..

— Hy e-moe! — BosmyTuiics Psaboit u, kperko cxBaruB KocTio 3a pyky, AE€pHYN CHUIIBHO U
60sbHO. — Csanp! Csp v cuau psiom! JIIoau BOKPYT ... CTHITHO!

On nuxnyn KocTio Ha J1aBKy, ¥ TOT MOKOPHO ILUTIOXHYJICS Ha Hee. P00, Kak-TO CTpaHHO
MOCMOTpPEB Ha HEro, 0OpaTHIICS K COOPaBIIAMCS:

— Hy uto, rocnoga-toBapunu! Becem Hamumu? BeilibeM 3a CBETIyI0 NMaMsATh HAIIMX OJHO-
cenpbuan: Aunpes Jlykuna u Bacumms 3Bepopa. Xoporme Obutn Myxkuku. Kperkue, padotsiue!
[ToGosnbIre 661 HAM TAKUX, IIEHBI IepeBHE He ObLIO Obl!

Bce nogHsmick, Moirya BbIuin, ¥ KocTs Toxke BbINKII CBOM MATHAECAT I'PaMM CaMOTI'OHa U 1ake
HE MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAKOW OH Kpenkuid. IIoTom BBIMMIM el1ie pa3 U ellle, a OH BCe He 3aKYChIBaJl U HE
3aKkyceiBasl. M BApyr, KOIjia y HEro B rojioBe MOSIBUJIACH ITyTalollasi JIETKOCTh U OH CTaJl CIOJ3aTh C
JIaBKU, YTOOBI BCE-TaKM YIU3HYTh, aTAMaH BCTAJI, TPOUUCTHII TOPJIO M CKa3aJl, OUeHb CEPHE3HO TIISI/IS
Ha OJIHOCEJIbYaH:

— A Teneps, 10porvue MoM, BBIIIbEM 32 TOTO, KTO CIIAC HAlly JEPEBHIO, 3a BEPHOIO YEJIOBEKA,
KOTOPBIN BbIMOJIHKI cBOM j1oar! CnaBHasi y Hac cmeHa pacreT! — W mocmotpen Ha KocTio.

Kocrs, KoTOpbIii 0 3TOTO CHJEN, YCTABUBLIMCH B TAPEJIKY C XOJIOALIOM, MOAHSII I71a3a: HaIpo-
THB, TI0 JIEBYIO PyKY OT atamana, cuzien Yebor. Hy Bce! — nomyman Kocrsi, kpacHes ere 6ombliie, —
ceroaHs ke yiay Ha Jloyxu! U ropu oHO Bce cCUHUM TJ1aMeHeM !

— Bceranb, Koctsi! — Benen Psi6oit. — Berans! [TycTb Bce BuasT repos!

On notsHyn Kocrtio 3a pykas, 1 Koctst, Mano uto coodpaskast, MOIHSIICS, CCYTYJIMBILIICH U HE
3Has, Ky/a JeBaTb pyku. Pyrats OynyT, mogymai on oopeyeHHo. Hy u mycTh pyraiot, Bce paBHO yiy
B Jloyxu!

— Or Bceii AepeBHU Bpyyalo TeOe HarpaaHoe Opykue, — Mek Ly TeM roBopril Psi6oit, — nucrorer,
KOTOPBIY BBl JOOBLTU B BEPTOJIETE.

C stumu cnioBamu Psi6oii mosie3 Kyza-To 1oji CTOJ ¥ IOCTaJ Ty CaMyIo KelTyio KoOypy, KoTopast
COBCEM He/IaBHO KpacoBasach Ha my3e y YeboTa.

— Hocu Ha cnaBy ¥ onb3y#ics TOJBKO TOT/A, KOTIa B 9TOM €CTh camasi OCTpasi HEOOXOAUMOCTb !

Kocrs, ornyiieHHblid TPOUCXOAAIIMM, MEXaHUYECKH B35J1 OPYKHME U PyXHYJ Ha JaBKy. Emy
MOMEHTAJTLHO CTAJIO CTHIAHO. OH MOKPACHEN KaK pak U rOTOB ObLT IPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJTIO U3-32
cBoel ropsiuHoCTH. OIHAKO HUKTO HUYEro He 3aMeTHI1. Bce mprcyTCTBYIOIIME 3aXJIONANH B JIAAOIIN,
BBINIAJIM, @ TIOTOM, OJOOPUTEIIHFHO TMEePEeIIeNThIBAsICh, CEIM Ha CBOM MECTA.
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— Hy, maps, — ckaszan cocep cpasa 1o umeHrn Mupos Ilonos, 0T KOTOPOro naxJjio Kpernkum
TabaKoM, a roJioc ObUT HAATPECHYTHIM, KaK CTapblil nateoH, — Tenepb Thl repoii!

— Cnacu6o. .. — orBetus1 KocTst 1 TOJIbKO TOra ocMeuJIcs IsHyTh Ha YeboTta, 4TOObI IPOBe-
PUTH CBOE TIPETIONIOKEHHUE.

Ha xuBote y Toro yxe He Obls10 KOOypbl, 1 KocTst moHsu1, uto ataman nocnan Yedora 3a 310
caMoi KoOypo# M 4To KoOypa ¢ MUCTOJIeTOM IMpeqHa3Havyagach emy, a He YeOory. Py, mogyman
Kocrs, Hy 1 gypak xe s1! O0uga y Hero MOMEHTAIBHO MPOIIUIA, Ha IyIIIe CIENIAIOCh JIETKO, U OH TIPH-
HsJICA 32 xouozienl. [IoToM KTO-To HaBaJIuI eMy KapTOIIKH, ¥ OH ObUI GJIarofapeH BCeM-BCeM JIIOAISIM
B KJ1yOe, KOTOpbIe, OKa3bIBAETCS, [yMaJIM O HEM TOJIBKO XOpoIlee, a TUNI0X0ro HuJero He aymanud. Hy
ciaBa Oory, pagoBaJCsl OH, TPOHECTO. A s YK PEIIWII: YTO 3TO 32 HalacTh?

V3kuii peMeniok KoOyphbl OH MPOITYCTHJI Yepe3 IJIeUo U MmoBecu KoOypy Ha Ook. OHa mpu-
SITHO CKpHIIeJIa U MaxJia HacTosimen koxei. [Tocre 3toro oH yxke nodeqHo mistHy1 Ha Yebdora. K ero
OrpPOMHOMY YAMBJIEHHIO, YeOOoT IIIsiies1 Ha Hero BIOJIHE APYKeTo0HO.

— Hy, a BTopoMy HaiiieMy repoio Mbl CETOJHSI BpyyaeM HOX pa3BeJuuKal — He MeHee Topike-
cTBeHHO nipom3Hec Psa0oii. — Beranb, Pem! Berans!

Korma Bce Boimum 3a Yebota, Kocts nepernysics uepes CTO U MOMPOCHIT:

— Jait mocmotpets!

PykosiTh HOXa € 3a1iernoM Obls1a 900HUTOBAS, YEPHOTO IBETA, & Ha JIE3BUM OBLIO BHITPABUPOBAHO
«3uK 2008». YUrto Takoe «3uk»? — npuHsics ragath Kocrs. U onsats e Mupon ITonos npocurnes:

— 3/1aTOyCTOBCKMI MHCTPYMEHTAIbHBI KOMOMHAT.

— A-a-a... — cornacuics Kocrs. — A e 310?

— Ha Vpane, — noxuyn tabakom Mupos [lornos. — 4 Tam, Opar, padoran. Ho Bemp xoporas,
Ha 3Bepsl WM B Pa3Be/IKe — He3aMEeHUMasl Belllb.

— Cnacu60, — otBetus1 Kocts ¢ Jierkoi QyImou.

— INoxanyiicra.

OpnHako TeTka AKyJIMHA, CTapasi BOpOXesl M 3HaXapKa, MPOXo/s MUMO, CKa3aa:

— I11n0x0i1 HOX. . .

— Ilouemy?! — ynusuics Kocrs. — Hox kak HOX.

— 3Hak Ha HeM HenoOpbIid. — U moria gasplie pa3HOCHTh JePEBEHCKHE PA3HOCOIIBI.

A JIproHziesntio 3a €ro MoABUTY BPYUYHJIM T€ CaMble Yachl, KOTOPbIE OH CHsUI ¢ MepTBsika. Okaza-
JIOCh, OTEIl 3aCTaBIJI OTIPHICKA MOBUHUTHCA Tiepes atamanoM. Hy, a araMad 1o mupote IyIieBHOM
€ro ¥ MPOCTHJI — CJIUIIKOM 3HAUMTEIbHOE AeJ0 ObLIO CAeNaHo Ha (hoHe BCEOOIEero HeBe3eHsl, M OH
HAJEsUICS, YTO CUTYAIMsl TIEPEJIOMUTCS U YTO-TO B STOM MHUPE U3MEHUTCS JJIsl IEPEBHU U BCEX, KTO
KUBET B Hell. Benp He MOXeT ObITh, YTOOBI BCE BpeMs OBLIO TUIOXO0, TyMast PsOoi.

[ToTom, KOria MOMUHKY TMEPEeNUTH B 3aypsiIHYIO MbSHKY, KOTAa CTOJIBI OOHECH TI0 AECATOMY
pasy ¥ TpexMecsuHbIe 3arachl JepeBHU ObLIA ChEAEHBI BUMCTYIO, & KMBOTHI OKA3aJIMCh HAOMTBIMH,
KOTJa MYKHKH 33IbIMUJIA CAMOCA/IOM, a 0a0bl paCKpACHENUCh U CHSUIM YEepHBIE TUIATKH, KOTa BCe
CTaJI IIIyMEeTb U IPOMKO pas3roBapuBath, Korna jaea Kimviv Crnivpun ynan Mopaoi B Tapesky, a e
Anron IlonysiHoB 3arien, ¢anbimbs: «I1o JOJIMHAM 1 TIO B3TOPbSIM. .. », KOTJa COJHIIE CTaIo O0pHo-
BBIM U TPHCEJIO 32 COIKH, KOTJa MEJIKUI AOK/Ib MpeKpaTuiics, a peka [aparika crana MHOTOBOTHOM
— B 0011IeM, KOI/ia 3TO BCE MPOM3OIILIO U Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO HUYETO HOBOTO MPOU3OUTH yKe HE MOXKET,
KocTst HaOpascst xpadbpoctu u okazaics psiioM ¢ Bepkoit [TantioxuHoi. OH penmi ee ceroaHs o0si-
3aTeJbHO TOLIEIOBATb.

— Xenux u neBecra! KeHux 1 HeBecTa MOMECHIIHN TeCTO! — S0EJHUYECKUM TOHOM COOOIIMIIA
Karbka, aTamaHcKasi o4Ka, BO3HUKHYB, KakK JyX, OTKYJIa-TO COOKY.

— Bpeich otciopal.. — 6e331100H0 mporHai ee Kocts v mokasan el KyJak.

Karpka B OTBeT MoOKazana emy CBOM MaJIeHbKHI KyJayoK, oOuIenach 1 mporaia Tak ke BHe-
3aIHO, KaK U TOSIBUJIACh.
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— CBemJo elie Kak... — poOKo ckazajia Bepka, misiist B OKHO M, KaK OOBIYHO, Tepedsi CBOIO
TOJICTYIO KOCY.

Ha ynwuie 3actydan qusens: « TyK-TYK-TYK-TYK...» — U B 3aJIe 3arOpeJIUCh JJaMITbl. Psi6oit pac-
IIeAPWIICS, TPATHII JPArolieHHOE TOIUIMBO. B OKHO TYT ke CcTau OUThCSl KOMaphl M MOITIKU. 3a peKou
B TEMHBIX IIJIOCKMX OOJIaKaxX BUCEJIO KpacHOe, KaK 3eMJISTHUKA, COJHIIE.

— Besnbie HOuM HauMHAIOTCS, — cka3an Kocts, BeicTaBiiss KoOypy Tak, utoObl Bepka Buena ee
B TIEPBYIO OYepe/ib.

— Crpamso 6b1107.. — cripocwiia Bepka, HEOKUIaHHO MPUOTU3HUBIIUCH K HEMY TaK, UYTO OH
OIIYTHJI €€ TETUIO U COBCEM OJIM3KO YBUEN €€ OrPOMHBIE, IIMPOKO PACTIaXHYThIE IJIa3a.

— He momHIO... — OTBETWJI OH 3aBOPOKEHHO, MOrpyXkasich B TH I71a3a, Kak B Oe3nHy. — He
aymad. ..

— A 000 MHe ThI AymMaul?.. — CIIpOCHIa OHA, TJISI/ISl HAa HEro MPUCTaIbHO-TIPUCTAILHO, OTYETO
Koctst BMHT cemasncsi CIOBHO IUIACTHIIMHOBBIM, U €€ TYOBl Ka3aJIuCh TAKUMHU KEJTaHHBIMU, YTO OH
MOTEPsT OIIYIIEHE BPEMEHH U BO PTY Y HETO MIHOBEHHO TIEPECOXJIO.

Jymai, KOHeYHO, AymaJl, XOTeJ CKa3aTh OH, HO He YCIIeJl, OH JaXke He YCIes B3STh ee 3a PyKY,
MOTOMY UTO Ha YJIUIE pa3aasicsl UCTOIIHBIN KPUK:

— Benpmax!!!
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I'nmasa 3
IHorous

— Benpmak!!!

Tak 0AMHAKOBO MCTOIIHO MOIJIM OpaTh ¥ KEHIIMHA, U MyKYMHa, U PeOEHOK — OyATO KOro-To
CTpAILHO U KYTKO Pe3aJIu.

Bce Bckoumnm, cI0BHO MX MOAOPOCHIIO, M BBIMEJIUCH HA YJMILY, JbIIIIa CAMOTOHHBIMH MTApaMH
Y y)KacHO CKBEPHOCJIOBs. XOPOLIO eIlie, YTO ABEpPh B KiIyOe ObliIa IBYCTBOPYATOM U JIETKO PaclaxHy-
J1aCh, OJIHAKO K€ HEKOTOPbIE CeJTbYyaHe 11 ObICTPOTHI MOJIE3JH Yepe3 OKHA U MATMCAIHUK U IaXKe CII0-
Mas J1ioO00BHO caenanHbii Kimmvowm [Janmnnosudem CyO00THHBIM pe3HOI 3a00pUYMK CUHETO 1IBEeTa, a
Y& O TOM, YTO BHITOIITAJIN BCE TIOJIBIIAHBI U TPUMYJIbI, U TOBOPUTH HEYETO.

Enunsiv nopsiBom KocTio BMecTe ¢ Bepkoi BBIHECTIO B IIEPBBIE PAABL, ¥ OHU YBUIENIN: IOCPEAN
IUIOIIA/IY 3aCThUIO Pa3bAPEHHOE JIOXMATOE YYJOBULIE C YEPHBIM, 3JIMTHIM KPOBBIO JIMIIOM U OCKa-
JleHHBIMH 3yO0amu. Horu y Hero ObUTM BBHITHYTHI, KaK Y Ky3HEUHKa, a PyKH TTOXOMIIM Ha JIallbl HeBe-
JIOMOT'0 3Bepsi, TOTOMY YTO TOPYaJIM B CTOPOHBI, HETIOHSTHO KaK — B 00ITIEM, COBCEM He To-moAcKu. K
TOMY K€ OHO €llle U 3apblyaio, yBuaas moaei. la 31o ke MepTBsk, cooopasui Kocrs, nu Mopo3 mpo-
OesxaJ1 y Hero 1o CrvHe, TOT CaMblil MEPTBSIK, KOTOPOMY MOJIOMAJIA pyKy 1 Horu! OH Kperrde OOHsLT
Bepky, 4ToObl OHa He JIpokalia OT UCIyTa U, He Jail Oor, He rpoxHy/ack B 0OMOpoK. Bepka noBep-
YMBO B3MJIsIHYJIA HA HEro, NpYKajlach U JJae TMOJIOKWIAa eMy Ha 1jiedo rojoBy. Eciu Obl emy elne
IeHb Ha3aj KTO-HUOY/Ib CKa3aJl, 9TO OH BOT TaK, 3aIIpOCTO OYJET CTOSTh C CAMOW KPacHBOM JEBYIIIKON
I€PEeBHU, OH Obl HE TO YTO HE MOBEPWJI, OH ObI IIPOCTO PACXOXOTAJICS BO BCE TOPJIO — TaK HEBEPOSITHO
10 ObUTO. Ellle HMKTO, Hy KpoMe pa3Be YTO MPHEMHBIX POIUTENel, He ObI C HUM JpYKeToO0eH 1
JIACKOB, ¥ OH ObLT Oe3MepHO OnarosapeH Bepke 3a rmojapeHHy0 eMy HEKHOCTb.

— A Hy-Ka, 4TO 371eCh Takoe?! — rpO3HO BHIIIEN U3 TOJMb Ps0oii.

B npaBoii pyke y Hero Obl1a Ta camasi «TyJIKa» IBEHALATOro kaiauopa, ¢ kotopoit Kocrs xoaui
cOUBaTh «BEPTOJIET».

—Tak BoT ke !.. — pacnanssack, 3a0pajy Bce, C BO3MYILEHUEM ITOKa3bIBas Ha CylecTBO. — Oxul,
CBOJIOYB !

— Kro th1?! — cnipocun Psaooii. — Yenosek anb kaiiman? — U m1a3a ero, u 6e3 Toro uepHeble,
CTaJIX €ILE YEPHEE U ITPOH3UTETILHEE.

Ox kak He xoten Obl KocTs nonagarbcss B 3TOT MOMEHT IO/, €70 ropsAYyIo pyKy, OTOMY UTO
Obu1 P100i#1 Tax ke cTpaliieH, Kak 1 JIOXMaToe YyJOBHIIE, MOXKET OBbITh, IaKe ellle CTpaIlHee U sIpocCT-
Hee. Hy certyac oH eMy caenaer, mouTu pafocTHO noaymai Kocrd. 1o ero omyleHue nepenanoch
Bepke, 1 oHa ToXe 3ay/bI0aI0Ch, XOTS YJIBIOAThCsI BpoJe Obl OBIO HE K MECTY, HE KO BPEMEHH U JJake
KOILYHCTBEHHO.

— Kaiiman! EBceBuii KocoOOKOB! — 0TO3BasIoCh CYIIECTBO U BBHIIPSIMUJIO HOTH U PYKH, U Aaxke
YeM-TO CTaJIO MOXOIUTh Ha YesnoBeka. — Ceituac 51 Bac yousars Oymy!!!

Tonmna axHyJa:

— Touno! OH! EBceBuii! — U moganack Ha3zam.

— A-a-a! — 3aKpryaI KTO-TO HE CBOUM T'OJIOCOM.

Ilanuka pacnpocTpaHuIach Ha 3aJHUE PAIbI, U TaM KTO-TO OTYAssHHO BCKPUKHYJI M OKOHYa-
TEJIbHO JOJIOMaJl 3a00pYMK B MaJIMCaJHUKE, BBITONTAB B JOBEpIIeHHe ocTaTKy 1BeToB. Haxe Kocts ¢
Bepkon ucnyranuce v Toxe orcTynuian. OJuH ataMaH ocTajics, Kak IepCT, MOCPEU IUIOIAAN HATpo-
THB YeJIOBeKa-KaliMaHa — HEMOKOIEOMMBIiA, Kak CUMBOJ AepeBHU TeseHrer.

— A 310 MBI cenyac nonAaIuM! — ckasajl OH, BCKUJBIBAsl «TYJIKY».

B nepeBHe nuib aTaMaH yMeJl CTPENIATh U3 «TYJIKH» HABCKUAKY OIHOH pykoi. KocTsl HeBosibHO
3aKpbLI I71a32a, a Bepka oTBEpHY/IaCh U TKHYJIACh €EMY B I'PYb, IPAMO B CYKOHHYIO, KOJIIOUYIO KYPTKY.
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B 1y *e cexkyHny, Korja rpsiHy/1 BeicTpell, KocTs OTKpbUI 1a3a U YBUACT: KapTeub, pacCUMTAHHAS
Ha BoJIKa, ynapuia EeceBusi KocoOokoBa B ronoBy, KOTOpasi MTHOBEHHO BCIyXJla B ITPOCTPAHCTBE
Ma3KOM KpPOBH, a B Clie[ylolliee MTHOBEHHeE ee He cTayio. OJHAKO Teslo, OTOPOIIIEHHOE Ha3al C PacKu-
HYTBIMHU B CTOPOHBI PyKaMH, CJIOBHO 3aCThUIO BO BpEMEHH U KaK HU B YeM He ObIBAJIO TIPOJOIIKAIIO
CTOSITh, TTOKA U3 TOJIIBI CYeTIMBO He Bhickour Tpuika Ky3emuH. HabpaBimck XpaOpocTH, OH MTHYIT
ero B )KMBOT U TYT e OTCKOYMJI Ha3all, CJIOBHO ero yxanuia 3mesi. Tompko Torga Escesuit Kocoto-
KOB yIaJl HAB3HMYb, HO JaXe TOCJe 3TOro MPOIOJIKAN MEBEIUThCS U JJake MPoOOBaJT TIOJI3TH KPY-
ramMH, OCTaBJIsis 32 COOOM KpoBaBbli ciief]. [IoTOM KTO-TO CBUCTHYJI, M TOJINA, MCTS 32 CBOU CTPaxH
Y YHWKEHHUE, C TOMIOPaMU, ITHIKOBBIMH JIOTIATAMU M KOJIbIMU HaxJIbiHYJIa Ha EBceBrst KocoOokoBa,
Kak JIEBATHINA BaJl Ha Oeper, MOTONTalach, YTO-TO TaM TaKOe CAENANa U pacCTyNuiach, a HA MecTe,
rae Osu1 EBceBuii KocoOOKOB, OCcTasloch OrpOMHOE KPOBaBOE MSATHO U OTPyOJIieHHAs! pyKa, KoTopast
CXBaTUJIACh 32 YEW-TO MOAOJ M HUKAK HEe XOTeJIa pa3KMMaTh MaJIbLIbl, IaKe KOI/a ee OTOPBAJIM BMECTe
C KYCKOM MaTepHy, JJake KOrja ee u3pyonin Ha MeJIKue KycodkH. TOJIbKO Mocye 3Toro Bce YCIoKo-
WINCh U HEPBHO CTaJI TIEPErOBAPUBATHCS, 3aKypyBast QYIIUCTHIA CAMOCA/:

— 970 % Hajo! EBceBuit Kocobokor! Antuxpucrom crai! Becom! [IpsBonom! Kaitmanom uep-
TOBBIM!

— Beccmeprue kakoe-To GecoBckoe! Kak on oxun?! Jlsrymka 6ecxBocrasi!

— He unaue, naps Komeit! — mpennomnoxwmm 6aosl.

— Tax Tam e erne Tpoe! — KpUKHYJ KTO-TO, Ja TaK TPOMKO, UTO BCE IMIPUTHXJIHU, & IOTOM CJIOBHO
MCKpa yKaca U ypHOTO MPeIIyBCTBHS MPOHECIach HaJl IePEBHEN.

Bce cpa3y BcrioMHWIM, YTO KaliMaHBI JIekaT Ha JIe[IHUKE U UTO JISHUK He 3arnepT. Kunymuch
Ha TIPOTUBOIOJIOKHBINA Kpail TEPEeBHH M CTAJIA B CTpaxe KPU4YaTh, YTO KaiMaHbl YOekKaau U UTO UX
HAJIO JOTHATh W YOUTbh, MHAYE. . .

— VMHaue, — CIOKOWHO M BECKO cKazasl Psi0oii, — nHave, Koraa OHU BEPHYTCS C MOIMOTOW, HaM
HecoOpoBath. Kro noiner?

— A noiny ! — HEOXMIAHHO JIs caMoro ceOs1 KpUKHYIT KocTs 1, orisiHyBIIMCH Ha Bepky, mpouent
B €€ IJla3aX BOCXMIICHUE U TOJTHOEe OO0OpEeHue, a eIle To, OCOOSCHHOe, UYTO OBIBACT pa3 B KHU3HU, —
oOelanue KaaTh 10 CaMOM CMEpPTH.

— U s xouy! — VI3 Tonmbl HEYKIIIOXKE, KaK MeJBe/b, Bblie3 TeseneHb, KyTasiCh B CBOIO YEPHYIO
TEJIOrPeMKy, U OIYCTHJI IJ1a3a, O0sICh, UTO aTaMaH BHIOEPET He ero, a MpearouTeT, Harpumep, Ckena
nim Menkoro beca.

Bu y Hero ObUT, Kak Y HAIIIKOAMBIIIETO KOTA, KOTOPBIN 000KPaJICs CMETaHBI.

-Na4...

-Na4...

Bcenen 3a xum Hecmeno marnynu Cken u Menkuit bec u Toxe onyctuny rmasa B 3eMJI10. JTO
OBbLT MX eMHCTBEHHBIH IIAHC CMBITh C ce0s TI030D.

B Teuyenne nomunok Koctst ux Tak HU pasy u He BuAel. [JOMmKHO ObITh, MPSTAIMCH MONAJIBIIE
OT rpexa, XOPOHWIUCH 110 OTOPOAaM, KM YIOOHOTO Cliydasi, YTOObI TOBUHUTHCS TIepe]] HAPOIOM.

— Hy uro, Koncrantun CemeHoBUY, — Becesio ckazas Psaooii, — BeIOMpaii, KOro BO3bMelllb. —
N ¢ xutpenort nocmotpen Ha KocTio ¥ Ha Hapoj, CTOJMUBIIMICS BOKPYT: MOJI, IYCTh CaM PEIuT,
KOTO Ka3HUTh, KOTO MUJIOBATh.

— d1?.. — pacrepsincs Kocts, n Bepka cxana ero pyky, a HOTOM MOATOJIKHYJA, CIIOBHO OJ1aro-
CJIOBJISISI HA TIOIBUT.

— Thl, THI, — YCMEXHYJICS aTtamaH, — KTO ke emne? bosbiie y Hac B nepeBHe KoHcTaHTUHOB
CemeHOBUYEN HET.

— Xoportio, — ckazan Kocts u Belies Briepe]l, MoJIoKUB PyKy Ha kenTyio Kooypy. — Bepy Bcex!

Tonma nomosyana, nepeBapuBasi yCIbIIIAHHOE, a TOTOM 3alllyMela, Kak BoIona,] Ha 3bI101.

— Bor 310 neno! Bot ato monozent! 1o no-Hamemy! [o-tenenrepcku! Ilymiait ormoioTes, a
Tam NonisiAuMm!
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— Mosxer, 3a0yziemM mo30p-To!

— Ilo cripaBenyuBocTH !

— Monopnen, Kocrs!

— OtmuHo! — ckomaHjoBan PsiOoi, MOMHSB B PyKY, YTOObI CMOJIKJIM KPUKH. — A 9THX HaJ0
yOuUTh, MHAYE HAIIIeH AepeBHE He CYIIEeCTBOBATH!

— Cpenaem, Kongpatuii Anexcanapoud! — mooOeman Koctst u oyeHs ObLT yBepeH B CBOMX
CJIOBaX.

— C Borom, netu Mou! — BU3IMIMBO OJ1arocioBui ux otell Banepuan ®enopoBuy, Kak Beeraa
TbSIHBIA U BECEJIBIN.

% sk ok

Uepes nosryaca OHM yke TPYCUJIU BJOJb CJIeJa, XOPOLIO 3aMETHOIO Ha TIECYaHOM OYBE — YeT-
KHe OTIeYaTKy puIeHbIX MOJOIIB apMeiickux OeplieB. B niecy ke Aeno momwio xyxe, XoTs Obuio
SICHO, 4TO OErJIelloB BOE M YTO OHU JepXkaT MyTb BAOAb peku [lapamiku. JBUTamuch OHU Kak-TO
CTPaHHO, HE MACKUpYsl CBOW MyTh, MHOTJA CIIOBHO HAPOYHO CTyMasi B IPsi3b, YTOOBI OCTABUTD YET-
KMI OTrevaTok. Jla v 1t MeUIeHHO, C YacThIMU OcTaHOBKaMu. [IpaBna, BHavyase 6exaniu, a HoTOM
CIIOXJTH, KaK pplOa Ha TMecKe.

— JIpIXaaKy He XBaTHWJIO, — CO 3HaHUeM fena 3ameti Yebor. — Ceituac HaroHUM. — W clToBHO
B IIOAATBEPKIEHUE, KOCHYJICS «IlJIa3MaTpOHa». — ATaMaH, KyJa OHU JieHyTcs?!

— A 310 4TO?

— KpoBb, — yBepeHHO ckazan YeOoT, pa3riisapBasi KpaCHOE MSATHO HA COCHOBBIX UTOJIKAX.

— Oryero 6617 — ynuBwics Kocts. — XM... OHU ke MEpPTBAKH ..

CoOCTBEHHO, U 3TO 3aMeUYaHue He YKJIAABIBAIOCh B PAMKH JIOTUKU: C OJIHOW CTOPOHBI, KPOBb
13 YOUTBHIX JaBHO BBHITEKJIA, & C IPYroil — BpoJie KaK CHOBA MOSIBUJIACh. BBIIO YeMy yIUBHUTHCS.

— Kafimansl, ogHaKko, — MHOTO3HAYUATEILHO 3aMeTiu1 YeOoT.

Koctst cockounn ¢ nomaau. He BbI3bIBATIO COMHEHHsI, YTO KPOBb OblIa CBEKel. Y Hero cKJja-
IBIBAJIOCH BIIEUATIICHHE, YTO OErJiellbl He MACKUPYIOTCS He TIOTOMY, YTO He OOSITCS, a IOTOMY, YTO He
MOT'YT, CJIOBHO UX JEHCTBHS MOXOKHM HA MOBeAeHNEe Oe3yMHOro KaiiMaHa, youToro B epeBHe. [a u
NepeIBUraThCsi OHU CTaJIM ObICTpEe.

[pecnenoBarenu CrpyJuiIrCh, BO BCE IJla3a pasmisiibiBasi MATHO KpoBU. KocTs JaBHO yxke 0Xu-
a1, 9TO rope-BOMCKO BOT-BOT 33/1aCT CTPEKaya — CIIUIIKOM BCTPEBOKEHHBIMHU OHU BBITTISIIEITH, XOTS
ObLIO SICHO, YTO Y OEIJIEIIOB U OPYKHSI-TO HET. A JIeJIO 3aKJII0YaoCh B TOM, YTO BCEX HACTpaIlal U
paszkKer B HUX Cliernoe cyeBepue BHavyase Ps0oi, KOTOpbIi MPUHSIICS pacCKa3biBaTh BCAKHUE yeca O
TONSIX-KaliMaHax, a MoToM — Jiell ApCeHHIA, KOrJja-To BOEBaBIINI MPOTUB HUX. OH-TO, COOCTBEHHO,
U TIoATBepIuII HesicHylo TpeBory Koctu. Okazasnock, 4To KaiiMaHa yOUTh KpaliHe CIOXKHO, YTO €ro
HAJI0 WM CKeub JOTIA, UK TOJOBY C IJIeY JOJIOH, ]a TaK, YTOOBI OHA OTJIETeNIa METPOB Ha CTO.

— A 10, 6aI0T, YTO OHM TOJIOBY HAXOISAT M HA MECTO MPHKJIAIBIBAIOT, & B OCTAJTbHOM OOBIYHBIE
JHOIM. .. — BCIOMHHAJI Jie[l APCEHUIA M KPECTUIICS, CyeBEPHO OIVISIAbIBAsICh HA MAKOBKHU IIEPKBH.

W Bce Toke KPeCTUIMCh U KJIAHSJIMCh B CTOPOHY LIEPKBHU, OYITO TOJIBKO OHA MOIJIA 3aIUTUTh
Y OTBECTHU CTpPAIIIHbIE HAMACTH.

— Y10 %€ Thl paHblile MOTYaII? — C YKOPOM CrIpocuJI Psi6oii, CIOBHO OCO3HAB CBOIO TAKTHUECKYIO
OIIMOKY: HaJI0 ObLIIO BHAYAJIE HAPOJ] PACCTIPOCUTH M BBIBE/IATh Y HET0, KTO TAKKE STH CaMble MEPTBSKH,
a TOJILKO TIOTOM 3aKaThIBaTh TOMHHKH.

— Tak HauanbCTBY X BUIHEE... — CKOH(y3miIcs aea Apcenuil. — Kro x 3Hai, 4to 310 Kail-
Manbl? §1 yxe cras 3a0bIBaTh, KAKU€ OHH, CYIOCTAThl. DTHU... Kak ux?.. MyTaHTbl, OHUM CJIIOBOM.
Hawm kanuran [1aBbIoB Tak ¥ ToBOpHIT: «MyTaHTHI 9T0, pebsta. 7KanocTv K HUIM He MCIBITBIBANTE,
MHaYe Xyxe OyneT».

Bce, kT0 ero ciymmas, THXOHBKO axHy/U. baObl MPUHSICH OBLIO TOJIOCU T, HO HA HUX LIBIKHYIIH.

— Bor nostomy u npourpaiu, axe-xe... — COKpyIIeHHo npousHec Ps6oil. — Boroii Tenepb ¢
HUMU. CKOJIBKO HapoAa MOJIOKHIIH.

41



M. benozepoB. «Bo3mesnue teneHrepar»

— To-To 1 oHO, — cornacwiics aea Apcenuil. — Kyna x neatbcs? Tenepb HaM TOJIBKO MapTU-
3aHHUTh U OCTAJIOCh.

JIoMKHO OBITh, B TOT MOMEHT TOPE-BOKCKO U MOXKAaJeso, YTO BBSI3AJIOCh B aBaHTIOpPY. Kak Obl
XYK€ HE CTAJI0, JOJIZKHO 6I)ITL, IMPUKHUABIBATIM OHU U €XaJI1 MOJI4a, CJIOBHO Ha Ka3Hb TaAllIUJINCh. Tenepb
KaX[Jplid U3 HUX OymMall: «Jlydrre Obl s mpoMomyal, oTcuesncs Obl B JepeBHe, a Ha [lens CBsTOM
Tpowutipl, IS IUIIb, AEPEBHS YKe 3a0bl1a Obl HAIIM MPErpelieHns ¥ Mbl Obl, KaK TIpekae, C AeBKaMU
XOIVJTU B KJTIyO Ha TaHIbl». M HENMpUSI3HEHHO MOTJIABIBAIN HA CAMOYBEpPEeHHYIO criuHy [Ipuemsiia,
KOTOPBIT CHJIEN B Celljie, KaK BIUTOM, U MOKauYMBAJICS ceOe, 3HaTh He 3Hast 00 MX TPEBOKHBIX COMHE-
HusX. JKene3Hbli OH, yMaJIi OHU CO 3JI0CTBIO, TAKOTO coruiei He repernmoenis! Heqapom ero Psooii
BBIOpAJ.

Bruto yaca nqBa Houu. CoJTHIIe BUCEIIO HaJl TOPU3OHTOM, M €r0 MOJIOTMe OPaHKeBbIe JTyUH JaBali
JOCTATOYHO CBETa, YTOOBI Pa3IIsi/IETh Clie/Ibl OSTIeIOB.

— OauH TammT apyroro, — coodpasun Kocts, crippiruBas c jomaau. — Buauiis 60po3as1?

— 4 Toxe xoTen 00 ITOM cKazarh, — cornacuicsa Ye0ot, oObe3xkass KUMOIOCTh, YTOOBI JIydllie
PasIISIIETh CIIEIbL.

JlproHienb, KOTOPBIN JaBHO Yke 3a0bl1 O CBOEH MPUBBIUKE PXKaTh MO TOBOAY U Oe3 MOBOJA,
IIO6EIBI/IJI, HCITYT'aHHO BBIITYYMB IJ1a3a:

— Yo Teneps Oyner?..

OcrasbHble, BHITSHYB LIEU, TPYCIMBO TApALMIMCh Ha KpoBaBblil ciiell. CTpax ckoBaJl UX BOJIIO,
napajanM3oBaj pa3yM. Bcero-to KpoxoTHoe MATHBIIIKO, oxyMai KocTsl, a yxke B IITaHbl HAIOKWIA. A
4qTo 6yneT, Korjga HaCTosAAuX MEPTBAKOB yBI/I)lI/IM? n BAPYT goragajicd: OXXHMBaAlOT OHU, TOYHO OXHU-
BaIOT — Bce ObIcTpee U ObicTpee. BoT oTKyna KpoBb-TO M MosiBUIIach. HeakkypaTHO, HEaKKypaTHO.
Ceituac MbI Bac 1 ipuIyyrM. He MoxeT ObITh TaKOro, YToObI He JJOTHAJIM Ha JIOMAIsIX-TO!

— Briepen! — ckomaH10Ba1 OH, TIpbIrasi B CE/IJIO.

Bosiics oH TONBKO OIHOI'O: YTO BCEC IMOJYYUTCS HE TAK, KaK OHH IJIaHUPOBAJIHA. Bnpoqu, qero
3psi IPOKaTh, YCIIOKAMBAJI OH ce0s1, KaliMaHbl HE BOOPYKEHBI, & y HaC JIBa «IIA3MaTPOHA», «TYJKa» U
MO TTCTONET. Jla ¢ TaKMM apceHaIoM HACTOSIINIA 60 MOXKHO MPUHATH. OTHAKO Yepe3 mapy KUio-
METpPOB, KOIJIa 3aMETHJI Ha TPOIUHKE yXKe IIEMOYKY KPOBABBIX Kallelib, OKOHYATEIbHO YCOMHUIICS B
CBOMX BBIBOJIaX: BJIPYT KaliMaHBbI ellie YeM-TO 00JIa/IaloT, Yero Mbl He 3HaeM? A MOTOM COOOpasul,
YTO JIeJIO JPsiHb, YTO KaliMaHbI He TOJILKO OKMBAIOT, HO U OeryT ObicTpee, YeM MbI iBuxkeMcs. Pere-
HEepUPYIOTCs, BCIIOMHMI OH. Tak 310 HasbiBaercs. Yurtan B sHIMKIONeqMU. EMy XBaTuiio yma He
COOOIUTH 00 3TOM OTKPHITUM Jaxke YeOoTy, MOTOMY UTO AHMKH-BOMHBI pa30eryTcs KTo KyJa, XOTs,
MOXET, 3TO U K Jiy4iieMy: 6ada ¢ Bo3y — KoObL1e Jierde. COMHEHHMSI TOJIBKO YKPEIUISUTH €r0 IyX, OKa-
3bIBACTCA, HAJO AYMATb U OCJIaTh IIPAaBUJIbHBIC BBIBOAbI, 1 TOI'1A ThI O6peTCI_Hb SICHOCTb MbIIIJICHUS.

Elrie KujioMeTpoB uepes MATh JIeCHast 10pora BeiBelia ux u3 vaiiu. CripaBa TsHYJI0Ch OeCKOHeu-
HOe THUJIoe OOJIOTO, Mopociiiee UBHSAKOM U oybxol. [Torepek 0ooTa B JiecHYI0 JaJib yoerasa crapast
BBICOKOBOJIBTHASA JIMHUA. 3a AOJITME TOAbl BBICOUCHHBIC OIMOPLI IOKOCUJIMCH, 4 HECKOTOPLIC BOO6HIC
yIaJM B TOIb, ¥ MYKMKH XOIMJIH CIOJIa 32 JAPMOBBIM METaJLIOM.

— 3a peky nonum, — ckazan YeOoT, ¥ OHH, HEe CrOBApUBAsICh, OCTAHOBHUIIKC.

JlproHiesnb, y KOTOPOTO Jiaske MpOoral OOBIYHBIA €ro pyMsIHEIl Ha IeKax, C TPEBOTOM 3aMeTHT:

— Yyna-To — He Hallla ICpPeBHs, TI0Xast AePEBHS. . .

Kocts Ha Bcskuii cityyait ckaza:

— He yum penymky Kamnuirs. ..

Yebot npeamnoyen He 0OCYXAaTh 3Ty MpoOaeMy, U Tak ObUIO SICHO, YTO O3 JIMIITHETo MOBOJA
B Uyny coBaTbCs INIyNO M ONMAacHO. BpaxaoBanu AepeBHU IAaBHO, C HE3AIIAaMATHBIX BPEMEH. A 110
KaKoMY TIOBOJY — HUKTO yXe 1 He ITOMHIJI. TeM He MeHee MOBOJIOB U TIOCJIe STOr0 XBATAJIO: TO YyIOB-
CKHe JIOZIKY YKpPaIyT, TO CETH CPEXKYT, TO C TeJIEHrepaMK 1U3-3a OpelHUKA TONEepYyTCs, a TO U JIEBKY
u3 Tenenrema ysenyT. [IpaBaa, nocieHee ObUIO BCETO JIMINL Ppa3, M OYeHb JABHO, & YBEJIM HE KOTO
MHOTO, Kak Aragpio Cliupu10HOBY. XOPOIIO XOTh, BEPHYJIM Yepe3 rojl POAUTENISIM, TOBOPST, T CThIAA
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He 0600pammck. Ho camoro ¢akta BOpoBCTBa JEBYIIKM HUKTO B JepeBHe Tenenren He 3a0but. BoT
Y TIPOBEJIM HEBUAMMYIO I'paHuIly o peke [lapamike. MIx Geper mpasblii, a y TeleHrepoB — JieBblid. U
He j1aii 6or Tebe OMMMONTLCS ITUM caMbiM Oeperom. OcTaHelibest Thl U O3 JIOAKU, U Oe3 CHACTH, a
TO ¥ Oe3 ITaHOB C pyOaxou, a yK pedpa TOUHO MepecunTaoT. Tak M KWIM, BpaXIys, IO pa3HbIM
Oeperam peku U He o0maIuch necatuneTusMu. [loatomy 0os13HO ObLIO exath B Ty JepeBHIo Uyny u
MCKaTh TaM OeribIX KaiiMaHoB. Terepp UX U3 MPUHIIMIA CIIPSIYT M HUKOMY HE TIOKaXYT, 1aXe eCITH
CaMUM YyTOBIIaM 3TO OyZieT BO Bpe/l.

IMogwexanu Bce ocranbHble, 1 YeOOT cKa3aj, MpayHoO TSIl HA HUX:

— Jleno apsiHb... TOJAIUCh 3a peKy... — OH BoIpocuTe bHO nocMoTpen Ha KocTio, crioBHO
coBeTysiCb ¢ HUM. O YeM OH caM JiyMaJl, TPYAHO ObLJIO TIOHSITh.

KocTtst BApyr modyBcTBOBaJI, YTO €My NMOHPABUIIOCh YBaKEHHE K €ro repcoHe. TOoIbKO ¢ 4ero
ob1 3107 Panbine YeOoT Tak ceOs He Besl. PaHblle oHM Jpanuch 1o JI0OOMY MOBOY, 3HAYUT, YTO-TO
M3MEHUIIOCh. MOXeT, Mbl B3POCIBIMU CTaIU? — MMOAYMaJ OH.

— Yuum, Toyno yuu, — noarsepaui Kocrs. — Ckopee Beero, B AepeBHIo Uymy.

Ternepsb ero Bce TPEBOXKUIIO: BETEpP, HAJIETAIONINIA TIOPHIBAMU M PACKAYMBAIOIINIA COCHBI, TPOO-
HbIE 3BYKH JsTJIa B IyCTOM JieCy, a IJIaBHOE — Oeryielbl, KOTOPbIX OHH YK€ JAAaBHO JOJKHBI ObLIH
HarHath, HO Tak U He HarHaau. OH BCIIOMHWI, KaK OekaJl MOC/IeHUN KaliMaH, KOTOPOro CBAJIWII
JploHesb, — MPbIKKaMU U OBICTPO, KaK BOJK. 3a TAaKMM JIaXe Ha JIOLIAAX He ycneTh. Takux Halo
XUTPOCTHIO OpaTh UM CUJIOM.

— Hy, uto Gynem nenartb?

— A MOXeT, OHM ¥ He TIOLIUIM TyJa, MOXET, JI0POry MepelayT U CBEepHYT K JeBATH XoaMam
KPacHBIX JIbSIBOJIOB? — MpeArnosnoxuia CKel, ¥ B I71a3aX y Hero MpoMeJIbKHYI HEMOIEIbHBIN CTpax.

Emy yBepenHo Bropun Menkwuii bec:

— Touno, onu Tyna norpedmm!

Kocrts BorpocutesibHO MOCMOTpeJ Ha TPy3HOTO, Kak MeABe/lb, TeJlenHs1, HO TOT CKOH(DY3HUJICS U
npoMomyat. Bua y Hero ObUT CIIOBHO y YesioBeKa, MOTEPSIBIIIETro 4yxkylo ceTh. Heroxe takomy 300po-
BSIKY TPYCHTb. 3aMETHO ObLIO, uTO TeserneHb HU4Yero He MOKeET ¢ COOOH MOAeNaTh, YTO CTPAaX CHIIb-
Hee ero. Kocts Bce MoHsuT: 00SITCA, XOTAT Heyaauy CBAIUTD Ha J[eBSATh XOJIMOB KPACHBIX JAbSIBOJIOB, K
6abke xoauTh He Ha/10. HaBepHsiKa CroBOPHUIIMICh BEPHYTBCS U CKa3aTh, YTO Oeryiell Iy 3a [IeBsaThb
XOJIMOB KPaCHBIX IbsIBOJIOB. A ut0? B3siTku ragku. Cuenanu Bce, 4to Moriu. PsOoit 3amperan naxe
MPUOTMKATHCS K 3TUM MPOKJIATHIM XosMaM. CTasio ObITh, OHH BCEe MTPABHIIBHO paccunTami. Ha Mrao-
BEHME OH CaM e/IBa He MOIAJICS UCKYIIIEHUIO BEPHYTHCSI B AEPEBHIO, YK CIIUIIKOM COOJIA3HUTEITbHBIM
ObUT0 yBUAETh Bepky 1 B3sTh ee 3a pyKy. Ho B cieyiomiee MrHoBeHre OH OTOPOCHIT BCe COMHEHUS:

— MyKHMKH, BO-TIEPBBIX, 9TO K Kakoil Kpiok? Ecim Obl OHM HanpaBJIsuHCh 32 [IeBATH XOJIMOB
KPaCHBIX /IbSIBOJIOB, TO CBEPHYJIU Obl IPSIMUKOM Ha MOJTYCTAHOK, a BO-BTOPBIX, €CJIM MBI IX HE Hali/IeM,
JepeBHe HaBepHsIKa KUPABIK. Tak uTo y Hac BHIOOpa HeT. B crenyiomuil pa3 mpuieTuT «BEpTONIET,
U BceM ke Xyxe Oyzer. [lonnmaere?

— Jla moHUMaeM. .. — COTJIachICs XyJoM, Kak rucT, Ckell. — A B Uyne Ham OOKa He HAMHYT? —
CIIPOCHJT OH, OOJIE3HEHHO MOPIIACH, CIOBHO €My UX YK€ HaMSUTH.

Ecnm 651 oH 3Ha11, uTo KOCTs yke XoauI Tyaa, TallKoM, KaK JIa3yTUUK, U He eIMHOK/IbI — IIPOCTO
YTOOBI TIOMIEKOTaTh ceOe HEPBbI, OH ObI TAKWE TTYTIOCTH HE TOBOPHLI.

— Jlaxxe ecni 1 HAMHYT, — Becko ckaszasl Kocts. — A 310 Ham 3aueM? — OH Moka3zaJ Ha «I1j1a3-
MAaTpOH», JISKAIINUHN Y HEro, Kak y ObIBAJIOr0 OXOTHHKA, TIOTMEpeK cela.

— [Monyyaercsi, youBaTh cBOMX ? — HeyBepeHHO cripocit Menkuii bec, MoprayB OesecbiMu pec-
HUnamu. — Psa6oit He ogo6put. Jlozeit u Tak Mayio ocranock. — M 1o06aBui1, 3aMeTUB UPOHUYECKUIA
B35 Koctu: — Hy, roBopsT, 4TO Majio OCTajloCh, B CMbICJIE HAC — PYCCKHX.

— HukTo HUKOro youBath He OyaeT, — TBepao ckazan YeOoT, BHITACKMBAs U3 BOJIOC COCHOBYIO
uronky. — Ilpuenem, MoroBopuM ¢ MykHMKaMHU Ha MPEAMET, YTOObl HAM OT/AAIM OErJIeloB, U Pa3hb-
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efieMcs, eClI, KOHEUYHO, OHU UX YKPBUIH. [la 1 ¢ KaKOH CTaTh MX MpPATaTh, YTO TO UX POICTBEHHUKU
yto ? — W CIUTIOHYII, KaK TOJIBKO OH OJIMH yMeJI TUIeBaThCsl — KPacuBo, yepe3 ryoy.

— 51 BOT TONIBKO OIHOTO HE MOWMMY, — CKa3aJl MOMYaBIIuii 10 3Toro TeneneHs, — Kakoro Oeca
UM TIepeThCs B 3Ty AepeBHIo? OHU ke He oM. ..

B kycrax uto-To npornypimano. Ckels B3pOrHyJi, CJIOBHO €ro Orpesi KHyTOM, U CXBATHIICS 3a
«Tynky». Ho 310 ObLITa Bcero Juiib xada, KOTopasi HalpaBJIsiach K peke.

— A MOXeT, OHU B CroBope? — KECTKO MPernookmT YeOoT 1 Tak MPUCTATIBHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha
TenenHs, yTO TOT BOOOIIE BHINIAT B OCAI0K, OCTAJIbHBIE e TIePEeTPYCUIIHU ellie Oosbiie, a y Mekoro
Beca camu co6oii HaYaIM CTy4arh 3yObl.

KocTtst mocMoTpen Ha HUX, ¥ eMy cTajio IpoTUBHO. HeonpeieneHHOCTh IeficTBOBaJIa Ha TPYCOB,
KaK HOX Ha KabaH4MKa. JIOJKHO OBITh, UM XOTEJIOCh Oe3 ONISIIKK OeKaTh B U30Y, 3apPhITHCS C TOJIOBOM
Ha CEHOBaJIe M TOJIBKO MIOTOM JyMaTh CBOMMU KYPUHBIMUA MO3TaMH.

—4... a... — norymuicsa Cken, — 1oMoit xouy... Hy ux k uepry, 3Tux kaiimaHosB!

— K0 eme momoit xoueT? — 1ierneHes ot 3710CTH, cripocul KocTs 1 modyBCcTBOBaJI, Kak I'yObl y
HEro CTaJIi AePEBSHHBIMH.

— 4 xouy... — ropectHO B310XHY/1 Menkuii bec.

— U 4... — nonypuBmmck, coodnmn Tenenenb. — Bot, pedsaTa, Kak pyKy Ha JyIIy TOJNOXa,
cTpariHo MHe. f ee Tak HUKoraa He 0osiics, Aaxe Korjaa ¢ 6aTell Ha Me/IBe/isl XOIMJL.

Ho Kocr4 ero yxe He cinyman:

— «Tynky» otnaiite u MoxeTe Bo3Bpararbcs. Ckaxere Psoomy, uro Mel B Uymy nogasmce.

— Kak xe mbI 6e3 opyxus?.. — Hadan Obu1o Bo3paxarh Cken, HO YeOOT mpecrnoKOMHO B35 y
HETO PyXbe U MPOTSHYJ PyKY, 4T0oObl CKeJl OTal NOsIC ¢ maTpoHaMu: — TomnaiTe, TonaiTe K MaMOYKe
1oj1 100KY.

— Cupnop 3abepu y HUX elnie, — HartoMHus Kocrsi.

B cupope nexanu ea, KOTEIOK, KPYKKH U cTapblii OMHOKJIb Pssboro. Tpowuia Hajterke nosep-
HyJIa Ha3aJ, YeM Jajibllie OHU OThE3KAIU, TeM ObICTpee JABUTAIMCH U HAKOHEIl TPYCIMBO MepeIlI
Ha TaJION U CKPBUTKCH 3a OMYIIKOM Jieca. Tonbko TesnerneHns OrisHyJCs, HO HUKTO yXe He CMOTpe
UM BCJIe/I.

Ye6oT MOITIa KMHYI «TYJIKY» [IploHaeo:

— Hepxwu, TBoe Oyner. Cam-TO He OoutIbes?

— §1 kak Bce... — Tparu4ecku M Oe3bICXOAHO B3NOXHYN IpioHnens, OnenHes: Oosble, 4em
OOBIYHO.

— Tonbko He yMpH paHbllle BpeMEeHH OT CTpaxa, — HeXxopollo XoxoTHy;1 Yeoor. — Eie ycrneers.

YMel OH Tak Aenath — MOKa3aTh CBOE MPEBOCXOICTBO M 33/1eTh 3a OobHOe MecTo. Komy 310
noHpasurcs, nogyman Kocrs, Ho mpomomyai. [IpioHae b — OH XOTh U ChIH 32)KUTOYHBIX POUTEINEH,
HO Yero-To eMy He JIOCTaJIOCh, €ro Kak Oy[ATo He JOJeai, He BJIOKWIN TaKOTo, YTO N30bITKE OBLIO
AaAeHO JIPYTUM, PEIIUTEIbHOCTH, JOJKHO OBITb.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHM eXaii MoT4a, epekuBasi ciayunBineecs, noka Kocrs He mpousHec:

— JaBaii npu6aBuM, OBICTpee HArOHUM, OBICTpee BEpPHEMCS.

W xoT1s B necy pa3orHaTbcsi 0COOSHHO ObLIO HEJb35, KWIOMETPOB MSATHAALATH JI0 XKeJIe3HOIO-
POXHBIX MTyTel OHM MPOIILTA Ha PBICSX, HO, pasyMeeTcsi, HUKoro He HarHaiu. [lepen Hackimbio Kocts
TI0J/1JT CUTHAJT OCTAHOBHTHCS], CITPBITHYII C JIOIMIAX U 00CIeI0BaIT CKJIOH. BBUTO XOpOIIIo 3aMEeTHO, YTO
Oerierbl NOIHSIUCh UMEHHO 371€Ch, He 0OCOOEHHO 3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO OCTAaBAT CJebl, 000pBaIU
BBIOHKH U 3eJIeHbIe IaITKA MXa, JIa ¥ eOSHKY pa30pocaiv BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

OH He mosie3 cliejoM, a HaIllesl MeCTo, TJie 101 IIPOMBUIN JIOKOMHKY, M OCTOPOXHO BCKapao-
KaJics HaBepX, OOPaTUBIIKCh B CIIyX U BHUMaHHe. PkaBbie pesbChl yoeraau Tyaa, Iie uyepe3 peuky
[Mapamky OblT IEpeOpOIIIeH Kene3HONOpOXHBI MocT. CBetasno. TymaH ¢ pekd, Kak KUBOW, epe-
BaJIMBaJl YE€pe3 HAChINb U CTEKaJl HAJIEBO, B TEMHbII, IpU3pauHblil Jlec mpeaKkoB, KOTOpPbI Tenepb
KazaJics BpaXJeOHbIM U UY)KUM.
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KocTs criyctuiicst B Hero, MpoImesicsi BAOb HACBIIN MOYTH 0 MOCTa, UIIA CIIeIbl MEPTBSKOB.
['me-To coBceM psiioM TUTeCHY/IA pbida, Ja B vaine, yuysaB KocTio, mporypiian HeBeIOMbIid 3Bepb.
Koctst ocraHoBWIICS, Aajblie WATH ObUIO IIYNO: WM HAa MeJBe/s HAIOpelIbesl, I YIrOAuIlb B
60J10TO.

— Her Hukoro, — ckazasn oH, BepHyBIIKCh K cBOUM. — [Tycro. TouHo 3a peky yuuim.

— 3Ha4YUT, HUYEro He OCTAeTCsl, KaK U HaM TyJa TomaTrh, — B3JOXHYJI YeOOoT U MoBes CBOMM
MaJIEHbKUM, TIPUILTIOCHY THIM, KaK Y O0Kcepa, HOCOM. — XOTsI OX KaK He XOUeTCsl, CBAThIC YTOQHUKH. . .

Koctst emy He noBepwt: azapteH Obu1 YeOoT, yero-uero, a 3Toro emy Obuto He 3aHMMaTh. OH
IaBHO Tofo3peBai, uyto YeOoT Toxke TaitHO XoauT B Uymy. YK CIMIIIKOM TaMHCTBEHHO OH MOPOM
BTSN, MOXKeET, CeTH BOPOBaJ, a MOXET, K JieBKe Kakoi Oeraii?

JpioHaesns 6aropa3yMHO POMOJTYAIT, TOTOMY UTO YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO K HEMY OTHOCSITCS C HEJIO-
BepueM. OH Bcell IyIIOi MBITAJICS UCKYITUTh CBOIO BUHY, HO OHA TOJIbKO MHOXMJIACh U MHOXKHJIACh,
1 [IproHzens npy BCeM CBOEM KeJTaHUM HUYEro C STUM TojieiaTh He Mor. TakoBbI ObUTH peaiuy UX
IOHOIIIECKOTO COOOIIECTBA, T/Ie MAKCMMAJIM3M MPUBETCTBOBAJICSA B JII0OOOH (hopMme.

Brpyr oHu ycnbliasii, 4To K HAM KTO-TO MpPUONMXKAETCs, BEpHEE, HECETCS BO BECh OIOP.
Jlomaau, crosye moj JepeBbsMH, TPUHSIIUCH OECTIOKOMHO MIEBEJTUTh YIIAMU.

YeboT MeTHYJICA BIpaBo, [IpioHzens, HECMOTPsSl Ha CBOKO TOMIIMHY, KOJOOKOM YKATWIICS B
KYCTBI U IIEJIKHYJ TaM Kypkamu. KocTsi, ocTaBImIMICS Y HACBINH, TPHUCE U B3sUT «IUIA3MaTPOH» Ha
W3TOTOBKY.

«Ecnu 310 KaliMaHBbl, TO s1 HUIUEro He TMOHsUI, — MoayMal oH. — He MoryT oHu 31ech ObITh, U
touka! /la u ¢ Kako# cTati UM Ha Hac Hanajaath? VM Hafgo Hac OOSATHCS M HOTU YHOCUTh KaK MOKHO
JaJIbllie ¥ KaKk MOXXHO ObICTpee».

— He crpensiite, pedsata! — B KOHIIe TPOITMHKH, yOeraroiei K 00Ty, MOSBUJICS, TOAIPHIrUBas
B cellJie, CJIOBHO MeIIOK ¢ oTpyOsimu, Tenenens. — He crpensiiite! f BepHyscs!

Ha st0T pa3, HecMOTpsi Ha CBOIO U3BEUHYI0 MEIUTUTEIbHOCTh, OH ObUT Ha y/IMBJICHUE JIOBOK, U
aaxe yIplOKa Ha ero 3BepCcKoy (PU3MOHOMUM BHITIsiieNa Obl IPUSATHO, €Cli Obl HE MACCUBHbIC HA[I-
OpOBHBIE JIyTH, JIeNalolre UX 001aaaTeNs MOX0XKMUM Ha TEIIEPHOTO YeIoBeKa.

Kocrs Beipyrascs:

— Yepr! — U omyctun «1uiazMarpon». — [logctpemun Obl TeOs, aypaka, 3Haa Obl IIOTOM, Tjie
paKku 3UMyIoT!

— i nepenyman! — cHoBa kpukHya Tenenens. — 4 ¢ Bamu!

— Yero Th opemib?! — ckazan YeOoT, MOAHUMASICH U JIEMOHCTPATUBHO 3aKHU[bIBAsl HA IJIEY0
«I1a3MaTpon». — C Hamu Tak ¢ Hamu. [Toexanu.

Bce Tpoe naxe 4yTh 0OpagoBasIMCh, BCE-TaKM MpaBja ObUla HA UX CTOPOHE, YTO HU TOBOPH,
a MHTEpPEChl IEPeBHU TpeBbIIIe Beero. JlepeBHst — 310 cBsToe. [lepeBHs — 3TO TO, 6€3 Yero oHu He
npecTaBIsy cede Ku3HU. Tak oHM OblM BocriuTaHbl. Tak um TBepaui ataman Psiooit. [poHaens
pazybidascs, o0pagoBajcs U OOOPUTENILHO MOXJIonai TellenmHs mo cruHe, MOJI, Haill ToBapuii. Ha
ITIEKaX ero BCIIBIXHYJ pyMSsIHEI.

— OHH... OHM TaKOe yIyMaJlM CKa3arh!.. — 3aMCKUBaOIIe TBepaAuI TeneneHb, 3arisapBas B
rna3a to Kocre, To Yebory. — Takoe! Jlyurie ¢ Bamu, 4em mo30p Ha BCIO KU3Hb !

— BoT 3T0 mpaBUIbHO, — PaBHOMYIIHO cornacuics YedoT, BCTaBisisl HOTY B CTpeMsl, BUIHO
ObLIO, YTO eMy IIIyOOKO HaruleBaTh Ha mepexuBaHus TenernHs u uto TenerneHb oOpaTuics He MO
azpecy.

— Yero oHu yaymainu ckazarhb? — cripocuit Kocts, 9ToObl pa3psiiuTh HEJIOBKOCTb.

— Hy, Mo, BbI Bce CTUHYJH, 2 OHU OJHU yTEeKJIH !

— Unwnotsl! — ipeackasyemo cpearuposai Yebot. — BepHych, 000MM pbljia HAUMIIy, — O00e-
a1 oH. — CBATbIE yTOAHUKHA!

— CrnipaBeimuBo! — paJJOCTHO MOATPHITHYI B cefyie Tenenens. — A pyxbe gagure?!

— OoOorzenbes. . .
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Kpyroe nunio TenernHs BoITsAHYIOCH. 3aT0 [IpIOHEb eXall repoeM, TIOHSB HaKOHEll, YTo Cie-
J1aJT TPaBHJIBHBIN BHIOOD B JKM3HU U YTO MpaB/a BCEera Ha CTOPOHE XPaOpbIX.

k %k ok

Ha mocr Bbexanu B nonHo# tummHe. CoJHIEe, Tak M HEe TIPUCEBIIIee 32 TOPU3OHT B TEUCHHUE
BCEil HOYM, BaTHBIM IIAPUKOM IMPOTJISIBIBATIO CKBO3b TYMaH, U COCHBI, KOTOpbIE Ha MPaBOM Oepery
Ka3aJIMCh BbIIIIE U TAMHCTBEHHEE, CBEYKAMU BCTABAIN OfIHA 32 OHOM. [lepeBbsi, BRIPOCIIIHE Ha KeJie3-
HOJIOPOKHOM TIOJIOTHE, W (pepMbl MOCTa TMPOIUIBIBIM MUMO, CJIOBHO TpuBHAeHus. o onopamu
Kypuasia Bofa. Jlomaay npsaany yiamu, HepBHO CTyMasi 1O IITajiaM.

— He Gaunyii, He Gaiyid... — cka3an KocTs, TO9yBCTBOBAB, UTO JIOMIA/Ib TIO/I HUM HaJasjia HepB-
HUYaTh, HATHYJICS U noxJjionai ee no mee: — CriokoiiHee, criokoiiHee! — Ho cam Ha BCsikui cimyyvait
Ha’KaJl Ha KHOTIKY Ha «MarHeTpOHe», U MHAMKATOP 3aropeJsicsi pPOBHBIM 3eJleHbIM cBeToM. Elrie, He ait
60r, KTo-HHOYAb OACTPENIUT, TIOLYMaJl OH, B TYMaHe-TO Mapa MyCTSKOB 3acajay YCTPOUTh.

— Kaxercs, s 4to-TO Crplty... — mpousHec YedOT U HACTOPOKMIICS, KaK 3BEph Ha JIEKKE. —
CBATbIE YTOOHUKM. ..

OH exan 4yTh c3aau, 1 Kocts1, orisapiBasch HaleBO, MHOT/IA B3AparvBaj OT €ro JIOXMaroro

CHJTy3Ta.
— 4 Toxe, — nsA3rasg OT cTpaxa 3ydaMu, COOOIIMT MeATUTENbHBIN TesnerneHb.
— A s HMYEro He CJIBIITY. .. — TOKPYTHII TOJIOBOM JproH/ie/b M CHOBa TIOOJIeTHE .

ITorom 1 Kocts Toxke yciplial, 4To JaJleKo-AaJieKo, 3a KeJIe3HOM 1I0pOroi, CJIOBHO B IyCTHIHE,
3BOHUT KOJIOKOJI.

— Ha MOJIMTBY CO3BbIBAIOT, — MPEAIOJJIOXKHN OH, CHUMAaA «MCHUHIUTKY>» W IMPUCITYIINBAACDH. —
3Ha4YuT, BCe HOPMAJILHO.

— He noxoxe. .. — ckazan Yebor. — Tuxo! — Y mogust pyky. — JIMIIO ero BeIpaxajio TPeBory.

Onu crpyauiuch, Memasi Apyr apyry. W neiicTBuTenbHO, 3BOH ObLT HEPBHBIM, MPU3bIBHBIM, a
MOTOM U BOBCE 0OOPBAJICS HA JKaJIOOHOM HOTE, KOTOpasi JOJITO APOXKaa U TUIbLIA B BO3IyXeE.

— Ioxap?.. — NpeanoaoKuI MHUTENBHBIN [IpioHens. — A MOXeT, Hac 3aMeTHIn? — J0OaBIIT
OH WCIYTaHHO, XOTSI B TAKOM TyMaHe MOXHO ObLIO 3aMETUTh pa3Be UTO CTaJ0 CJIOHOB, a U TO C
OOJIBIIIUM TPYIOM.

Onu MO0 AN €1IEC HEMHOXKKO U MOCXaIk JAJIbIIC, TPEBOXHO BITIAABIBAACH B TYMaH, HO BCE
BOKPYT CHOBa CIEJIAJIOCh TUXUM U COHHBIM.

Ha apyroii ctopoHe MocTa pesibChl OKa3aauCh 3arHyThIMU. B3pbIB HEMOMEPHOU CHJIBI B3[IbI-
6I/UI HX BBEPX, U TOpYaJIM OHH, KaAK 6I>I‘IBI/I pora. Beronnble mmaJbl 110 HUMU 6I)IHI/I IMpEBpAIICHbI B
meOeHKy. ApMarypa, Kak rpeOGeHKa, TOMOPIIMIACh B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. BOT mouemy Kk Ham moeszia
He XO#AT, cooOpas3mi Kocts, mogopBaiu myTh, JaBHO MOJOPBAIH.

[Tpoexanu emie HEMHOTO, B35IB PYKbsl HAlEPEBEC, MUMO CUHETO JOMHKa 0OXOIUYMKa, OT KOTO-
POro OCTAIMCh OTHH CTEHBI, MUMO JIECTHUIIBI, yOETaloIIel Mo CKJIOHY B HUKY/IA, CBEPHYJIHM Ha acalib-
TOBYIO I0POTY, KOTOPO IaBHO HUKTO HE MOJIb30BAJICSA. BOKpYT pkaBoe kejie30 M XJiaM: JIbIpsIiBbIE,
KaK CHTO, OOYKH, UCKOPEKEHHBIE OCTOBBI MAIIIMH, a Ha MYTSX — O yKac! — 3aCThUI HACTOSIINIA Tapo-
BO3, OT KOTOPOT'0 MaXJIO MACJIOM U ellle YeM-TO HETIOHSITHBIM, CIIOBHO TMAPOBO3 OB KUBBHIM OpraHH3-
MOM, HO TOJIBKO K€JI€3HBIM M TIOUEMY-TO 3a0BITBIM 3[€Ch BAATM OT LIMBUWIN3AIMU. A MOXET, TaK U
JOJKHO OBITh, CyeBepHO mogyman KocTs, MOXeT, OH OTIBIXaeT, a TOTOM OMYHUTCS 32 HaMu?

— Marsb mos JKCHIIWHA. .. — CUILIO MMPOMICTITAJI Tenenenr 1 HUKaK HE MOT OTOpBAaTh B3IJIAL OT
1apoBo3a.

Kocre ka3zasoce, 4To Bce 3TO OH yXke BHJEJ TO JIM BO CHE, TO JiM HasBy. HescHble BocrioMu-
HaHWA HaXJIBIHYJIM Ha HETO. On BCIIOMHUJI, YTO 9TO ABJICHHUC HA3bIBACTCA NCKABIO — YCJIBIIIAHHOC U
MIePEKUTOE U3 TOTO, U3 MPOIILIOTrO, U3 JPYTrol KU3HU, KOTOPYIO y HEro OTHsUIH. Tak oH ce0st onryIa
Y TaK BocripuHuMai mup. Korna o xogui B iepeBHI0 UyIly, TO meperibiBall peKy HUKE MO TEYECHUIO,
IIe €ro MEHblIEe BCEro MOIIM k/1aTh, a MIOTOM YyXke Kpajcs oropogamu. Ho 10 MocTa, KOHEUHO ke,
He JoOupacs, a MpocTo HaOMoAas, Kak XKUBYT JIOOU B JAPYron JepeBHe. MIHOIIA MpUXBaTBIBAII C
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oropojia rnapy ropcreii ropoxa, HO Tak, YToObl HUKTO HIUEro He 3ameTl. [loatoMy y Hero Toxe Obla
CBOsI TaliHa, TakKas ke, Kak M 'y CKpeITHOro YeboTa.

— TpakTop u TO MeHblIIIe. .. — MpoIenTai B BoTHeHUH YeO0oT. — CBATBIC YTOAHUKH. . .

Haxe KocTio, KOTOpbIii HAYMTAJICS B CBOMX KHIKKAX M TIPABIbI, M BRIMBICIIA, TIO KOXeE MPOIpat
Mopo3. [TapoBo3 ObLI 1ake KPyIHEe «BEPTOIETa» M MPOU3BOINIT BIIeUaTIeHHE HEBEPOSTHOM MOIIH 1
cuibl. M3 TymaHa BeICTyIaja ero nepeqHsisi 4acTb C OrpOMHBIMH Kojiecamu. Ha kabuHe Obl1o Hanm-
cano «®J1-20». Ot 3TOro MapoBo3 Kazajcs 0ojee YeM HepeabHbIM, CIOBHO U3 JPYroro Mupa.

— Bor 310 nma-a-a... BOT 3TO Ja-a-a... — TOJBKO W MOBTOPsUT pIoHAes b, KOTOPHIA BOOOIIE
00sJICS TEXHUKM KaK OTHSI, XOTS MO POy 3aHATHIA OTIA JIOJDKEH OBbUT XOTh UyTh-UyTh pa3OHpaThCs
B MEXaHUYECKHX arperarax.

To, 4yTo MapoBO3 — 3TO OIPOMHBIH, CJIOXKHBIN arperar, Koctst Hu Ha MUHYTY He ycoMHWICS. Bot
OBl pa3o0paTh ero, MOCMOTPETh, KaK OH C/IeJIaH, TIOMEYTaNI OH, JIOJDKHO OBITh, MOCIOKHEE HAIero
TPaKTOpa B JIEpPEBHE.

Tak, pa3svHyB pTbl, OHU U BHEXAJH B JIEPEBHIO, €JBa HE CBEPHYB ceOe IIeH OT JIOOMBITCTBA.
Kormokos cHOBa 3a3BOHWMII, HO YK€ PUTMUYHEH, B TAaKT IIEPKOBHBIM TUMHAM, a TIOTOM Bpa3 CMOJIK Ha
BBICOKOU HOTE, CJIOBHO 3BOHWJI ITbSTHBIN, ¥ HACTYIIHJIA TPEBOXKHAS THIITMHA, Jake COOAKU He Opexali.
HepeBHs Yyna Obi1a Oosbine TeneHrera u3-3a Toro, Yo COBCeM OJIM3KO B HEH MOJCTYTIAA KeJle3Has
nopora. BoT u paspociach OHa ax 10 AByX COTEH JOMOB. M3-3a 3TOro 4ymoBIIbl 3aAUpaIl HOC U
CUMTAJIM TEJICHIePOB JUKAPSIMH, Y KOTOPBIX HET JaXe MarasvHa. Y HUX caMHUX ObUIO KOTa-TO ax
LEJIbIX TPU MarasuHa, OT KOTOPBIX, KOHEYHO K€, OCTAIMCh OIHM BocrioMuHaHus. Eciv B nepeBHe
TeneHremn 1epkoBb OblIa €AMHCTBEHHOM, TO B Uyrne — 1enbiX Tpu. A r1aBHasi, YCIEeHCKas 1IepKOBb,
¢ OOMNBIIMM KYTIOJIOM, ObUIa BU/IHA U3JAJIeKa, K HEl CO BCEX CTOPOH cOeraauch ymuipl. M3-3a 3Toro
BCEM, KTO MPUXOIWI U3 TAWTH, MECTO TO Ka3aJIOCh [IMBUIN30BAHHBIM.

Koctst maBHO 3a0bU1, YTO Takoe acabTOBOE MOKPHITHE, U €My ObLIO JIIOOOMBITHO, KaK 3TO
TMOJTy4aeTcst — TaKOW TUIOCKUI KaMeHb, BCe TIHETCS U TAHeTcs, 6e3 KOHIIa U Kpas. B comkax Takux
JUTMHHBIX ¥ TUIOCKHMX KaMHel OTpoAsCh He ObiBasio. OHAKO X, Pas3riiseB HEPOBHBIE, IiepOaThie Kpasi
JOpOTH, COOOPa3wI, YTO ITO He KaMeHb, a HeUTO JIPyroe, HO CpocuTh y YeboTa wim y KOro-imoo
He perwics. Eme Ha cMex MOgHUMYT. A KOT/a OIJISIHYJICS, TO TIOHSUI, YTO HE OMH OH 03aJIaueH: y
Tenenus u [poHaens ObUTM TakKe e U3yMJICHHbIE JIMIIA, CIOBHO OHU JBUTAJIMCH HA JIOMIAASAX T10
3amep3Iiel peke, eXXeMUHYTHO oracasich mpoBamuThes. OauH YeOoT XpaHuI KaMeHHYI0 HEBO3MY-
THUMOCTb, YEMY OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO MO3aBUIOBaTh. BOT KakuM JOMKeH ObITh HACTOSIIMI ataMaH, a
HE TaKOM, Kak s1, B3AOXHYJT KocTs 1 oropumsicsi 10 HEBO3MOKHOCTH.

[TpoTrB OOBIKHOBEHHMSI, HA HUX HHWKTO HE Hamajaal M Jake HUKTO He OKJIMKHYJI. TymaH B
aepeBHe ObLT pexe U He TaKOHM KJIOKACTBHIH. A ellle B JIepeBHE MaxJjo AbIMOM M CBEKEHCIIEYEHHBIM
xjie6oM. Bee BcmomMHmm, 4Tto 1aBHO He enu, KocTs paxke mose3 3a MUPOXKaMH, HO TaK M 3aCThUI C
PYKOH B KapMaHe, IOTOMY YTO pa3fJaJicsl TOTOT U U3 ONFIKAMINEro MpoysIKa MOKa3aJioch OrPOMHOE,
IJTMHHOE )KMBOTHOE, KOTOPOE METHYJIOCH Yepe3 YJIUIIbI U MPOIAJIO B APYTOM MPOYIIKe, KOTOPHIH Be
K peyHoOMYy 3aToHy. Elre OoJbliie U3yMuI ero MojgpoCTOK, MOSIBUBILIHUICS CI€AOM M OTTYIIUTEIBHO
IIeJIKHYBIIVHA MACTYIIBUM KHYTOM.

Kocre nokasasnock, 4To OH yBUE OTPOMHYIO M TOJICTYIO 3MEI0, TIOX0KYI0 Ha aHAKOH/Y, O KOTO-
PO OH Kak-TO YMTaJl B SHIMKJIoNe . YeOoTy npuBuaenach He 3Mesi, a OrpOMHasi TYCEHUIIa, Y Hee
ObLJIO MHOTO-MHOTO HOT. [IploHzeb pa3oOpat JUIIb TO, YTO Y HEMOHSTHOU KMBOTHUHBI TOPYAJIO HE
MeHblIe ecsaTu ropooB. TeneneHs ke BooOIIe HUYETo He YCIies MOHSTh, IIOTOMY YTO eXaJl Mocie]-
HUM ¥ PasIJIsjies JHIIb XBOCT, CMAXUBAIOIIMIA HA JUIMHHYIO-IJIMHHYI0O MOYAJIKy. BOT Korja oH mo-
HACTOSIIIIEMY TIOKaJIes, YTO He BEpHYJICS B iepeBHIO BMecTe ¢ Menkum becom n Ckenom, — OKas3bl-
BaeTCsl, MUP 32 MOCTOM COBCEM HE TaKOW, KaK y HUX, a CTPAIIHbIA U KYTKHI.

Jlomaay ros ceaokamMu 3aBOJTHOBAIUCH, B3OPBIKHY/IM U €]Ba HE TTOHECIIH.

— Crnokoitno! CriokoitHo! — ipukpukHy1 Koctst 6oblie Ha JIoma/iei, YeM Ha COTOBapHILEeH. —
Kro uto Bugen?
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— [Mo-moemy, T0 MHOTOHOXKa, — BbICKa3ajics YeOoT, HaTaruBast moBoj. — CBATHIC YTOIHUKMU. . .

— MHe kaxercs1, — mpocwuries JpioH/iens, — 4To 9TO yKacHOe ropdaToe CyIecTBO, HO Oe3 HOT.

— A g HMYero He BUJeN, — mpu3HaJics TeneneHs, mooieiHeB, — KpOMe XBOCTA.

— Tak, — ckazan Kocrs1, — Oyaem cuuTaTh, 4TO MBI HUYEro He Buenu. Jloegem 10 LepKBH, a
TaM CIPOCUM, YTO ITO OBLIO.

— $1-To BUIEN, — MPOBOPYAIT YEM-TO HEAOBOJIBHBIN [l pIOH/IENb, — & BOT Tl — HE 3HAIO.

— Hy paccyau cam, — ckazan Kocts, — 32 KMBOTHBIM OesKasl MacTyx. 3Ha4UT, YTO?..

— Yro?.. — [yxsoe nuro JproHaens HUYEro He BhIpaxaso, KpoMe MPpa3Horo JIOOOMBITCTBA.

— Y10 3TO MM AOMAIIIHEE KUBOTHOE, WIH. .. — KOCTs He 3Has, ¢ YeM CpaBHUTD.

— W uto? — cnpocun Tenernensb, KOTOPbIA HE MOT HU O YeM CYAUTb, IOTOMY YTO BUEI JIUIIb
XBOCT.

— Nmu pukoe, HO TpyCIMBOE.

— Jlyume — nomarmnee, — peuma Ye6or. — Tak criokoiiHee gymarh, MOTOMY YTO TOTa OHO
JOJKHO BOJIUTBHCS M B PEKE.

— Touno! — nopasuscs Kocrs. — Kak 51 panbliie He porajgancs.

— A s TOBOPIO, UTO 3TO OBLIO JUTMHHOE CTa10! — 3asiBui1 JIproH/IeNb, SPOCTHO Bpalliasi TOJIOBOM
u ceepist KocTio riryGoKo cUasiiumu ri1a3amu.

JOIKHO OBITh, €My OYeHb XOTEJIOCh OKA3aThCsl €JMHCTBEHHBIM MPABbIM M3 BCEH KOMITAaHHU.

— Moxer ObITh, 3Mes1, — nooponymHo cornacuics Kocrs. — Cauimkom ObICTPO OHO TMepeMeltia-
ercsl.

— He-a... — ynpamo Bo3pazun [proHenb.

Tak, criopst ¥ paccyskasi, OHM HE3aMETHO ISl CaMHX ceOsl TIOIbeXalu K YCIeHCKON HepKBH.
[lepkoBb MoOKa3anach UM BBHICOKOW M OIPOMHOM, HE TO UTO UX — MaJIeHbKasi, IPU3EMUCTasl, XOTS U
O Tpex IaBKax. JTa IIepKOBb OblJIa HEKPAILICHOW W OT TOr0 Ka3ajach YepHOH M MpauyHoil. Bozie
HIEPKBY M3 3eMJIM TOpYAJl CTAPUHHBIA YYTYHHBIA KpecT. HeoxknaaHHO Ha BBICOKOE KPBUIBIIO BBIIIIEI
MIbSIHBIN OATIOIIKA, M OHU TIOHSUIH, TOYEMY TaK CTPaHHO 3BOHMJI KOJIOKOJ: OATIONIKA JIbIKA HE BS3AJL.

— AaTuxpuctsl! — BaTionika mocMoTpesn Ha HUX OeCCMBICJIEHHBIM B30POM, TIOTIBITAJICS UX TIepe-
KPECTUTh, CIIOTKHYJICS ¥ C TPOXOTOM YTIAJ 32 MOPOT BHYTPh IIEPKBH.

JIpIoHeNIb XUXUKHYIT:

— Bce kak y Hac. Kak TBOV Oats.

YeoOoT He oduzerncs. EMy ObUIo Bce paBHO, UTO €ro OTell ¢ yTpa Mo HeaeassM IbsiH. OH TOJTBKO
MOCMOTpEJT Ha TopYallyie U3-3a Mopora carory ¥ OTBEPHYJICS.

— Kyna onm Bce penuck? — cipocun Kocts, orsiapiBasics ¢ ooneryeHnem. — Hukak mponamm?
Jaxe codak He cibIHO. — OHAKO, 3aMETHB, UYTO BO JBOPE ONMKAKIIEro JoMa CyIIUTCs phlOarkas
CeTh-TIepecTaB, HaPaBIJICS TY/A.

I'ma3 cpasy BbIXBaTHII, KAK BCKOJIBIXHYJIMCh 3aHABECKU HA OKHAX COCETHHX JOMOB, a Ha JIpyroi
CTOpOHE YJHUIIBI B BOPOTaX BHE3AIMHO MOSIBUJICS YEJIOBEK, MOCMOTPEI Ha HUX U3-TIO PYKH U TaK ke
BHe3anHo ucye3. Hadmonatot, noHsn Kocrsa. Octeperaorcs. A noyemy?

— 31! Ectb k10? X03sieBa! — OH noabexalt K 3a00py U 3arjIsHyJ BO JBOP.

Kak u B 10060#1 ceBepHOI1 iepeBHe, 3a00pa KaK TAKOBOTO He CYITIECTBOBAJIO. 3a00pOM CITYKHJIO
MPSICIIO — CTBOJIBI COCEH, MOJIOKEHHbIEe Ha cTONIOB. Tem He MeHee 3T0 ObUT IBOP, a BO JIBOPE, 3apocC-
1eM JieOeI01, TIO/T Pa3BeCUCTON CUPEHBIO CTOSUT BEPCTaK, Ha KOTOPOM B TUCKax OblTa 3a)kaTa Kakas-
TO JIeTaJlb, PSZIOM BAJISUTUCH CIECAPHBIE MHCTPYMEHTBI: HOXKOBKA, HAMMJIBHUKY, IJIOCKOTYOIIBI U e1le
KaKasi-TO MEJIOUYEeBKa, KOTOPYIO TPYAHO ObLIO pas3riisieTh.

— Huxoro, — ckazai oH nogbexasiemy Ye6oty. — Thl TOJIOBOR-TO KPYTH, KPYTH, TIOKa S 3[1€Ch
pa30Oupaioch, a TO, He POBEH Yac, KaKOH-HUOYIb NICUX MaJbHET B CIIMHY.

— Ara, — cooOpasui YeOoT 1 OTheXasl B CTOPOHY.

3aTo BO3HMK KBaJpaTHbIN, Kak 1mKag, TeneneHn:

— Hy uro 310ech?
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— Ceifuac KOHTAaKThl HaJa M. Thl TOJIBKO HE CBETUCH, @ TO C TBOEH MOPIOW HAC 32 OaHAUTOB
MIPUMYT.

— Ja nagHO TeOe, — orpbi3HyJcs TeneneHs.

— i1, xo3smH? EcTb KTO-HUOYNB? Tak 51 Boiiny? — KpukHy:1 Kocts.

— Ecrp, ectb. — Ha kpbuiblie, mpuxpamMeiBasi, BO3HUK KPENKUN MYXHUK B CUHEH Maiike, criop-
TUBHBIX IITAaHAX C BHITSHYTHIMU KOJICHKAMH M B TaJommax Ha Oocy Hory. He crapblii 1 He MOJIOJION,
TOJIBKO C PEIKMMH BOJIOCAMH, a eIlle K TOMY ke W KomyeHoruil. [IpaBast Hora y Hero Obljia BBITHYTa
HapyXKy, Kak JpeBKO JIyKa. — Yero Hafgo-1o? — CIIpOCUJI OH HENPUBETIIMBO, OTHUM B3IVISAOM OIpe-
nenuB, 4To KocTs BOOpy:xeH.

— Bonnuka ectp?

— BoH Konopell, — MaxHys1 pyKOM MYKUK.

KocTs cripeirnys ¢ jomaay v, pa3MuHasi 3aTeKIre HOry, Bolen Bo Asop. HadOpan moneeapa
BOJIbl, IEMOHCTPATUBHO ITOBOPAYMBASACH K MYKUKY CIIMHOM, U HAIUJICS.

— Xopotuas y Bac Boja, — 3aMEeTUJI OH, MCKOCa MOIsAbIBas HA X0O3sMHA JOMa.

— He xamyemcsi, — OTBETHIT MyKHK, IJIs1/1s1 HA HETO M3ydalole. — A Thl OTKya OyAemib?

— W3 neca, — Ha Bcskuii citydait coBpast Koctst. — B Jloyxu enem.

— Tax Jloyxu xe B Jpyroil CTOpoHe.

— 3a0TyqrITnCh.

— A-a-a... TO-TO 1 4yl0, OT TeOs1 CAMOTOHOM HecerT.

— Bpu1o Manocts, — yneionysncst Koctst. — Ceituac npaBuIIbHBIN My Th HAMETUM U MOEJIEM JaJIblIle.
ToJBKO A XOTeN y3HaTh. ..

MyXHK 3aynbsioascs — He 3710, HO U He 3alCKUBAIOIIe, Kak-TO HeorpeaeneHHo. He ymen eme
Kocrs naguth co B3pocabIMU, BEYHO OHU €My Ka3aJIUCh HETTOHSTHBIMU M XUTPBIMH.

— Yero?

— B nepeBHe uyxux Her?

— Kpome Bac pasBe 410, — yCMEXHYJICS MYKUK.

Pasrspen, yro s maran, nonsut Kocrst, BOT u obHarsen. OH MonpaBuil Ha )KUBOTE KOOYpY C
MUCTOJIETOM, YTOOBI MYKHMK HE OUY€Hb-TO 3yOOCKAIWII ¥ 3HAJ CBOE MECTO.

— U Bce-taku? — OH mocTaBui1 Ha cpyO Kosoaa Beapo. — JOKHbL ObITh UyKUeE, MBI 32 HUIMHU
uzem ot camoro Tenenrenra. OHu Tam mofer yomnu, — KocTst pemit HagaBuTh Ha CO3HATENLHOCTD
YyIHOBLA.

[TycTh 3HaeT, 4TO OHM CIIOCOOHBI HA KOE-UTO CEPbE3HOE, XOTSI U MOJIObIE.

— Tak ObI cpa3y u cka3aJ, 4To Bbl TesieHrepsl. [IpaBaa, Ha TesieHrepa Thl MEHbIIIE BCErO MOXOK.

— He moxox, Hy 1 uto? Tak ectb wim HeT? — cripockit KocTsi, OTKUABIBAS C IJ1a3 TSKEIIBIN OeTblii
4yy0 ¥ JaBast IOHSATh, YTO HE HAMEPEH OOCYXKIIaTh 3Ty TEMY.

— TeneHrepsl Bce YepHbIE WU PbIKHUE, A THI OCITBII.

— 41 Mpuemsii, — TeprenuBo 00bsicHUT KocTsl.

— A-a-a... CTIBIIIA O TAKOM, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO MPOU3HEC MYKHK. — DTO TeOsl Ha TOTyCTaHKe
Bo6poBblit Harum?

— Memns. .. — Koctst OT u3ymyieHus Jake He ycriesl 00pagoBaThCs. — A OTKyJa Bbl 3HaeTe?

OH cz1a71 CBOM MO3UIIMM MOMEHTAJIbHO, O3 BCSKOTO COMPOTHUBJIEHU S, XOTSI HE IPUBBIK JOBEPSITH
yyxakam. «Ho Beap 3TOT Uykak YTO-TO 3HAET O POAMTEINSX!» — MOJIHUEHOCHO IIPOHECIIOCH Y HETO
B I'OJIOBE.

— 3emJis ClTyXaMu TOJTHA, — TAMHCTBEHHO OTKJIMKHYJICSI MYKHK U IPYKECKH YJIBIOHYJICS.

Kocrsi MOMEHTaIbHO MPOHUKCS K HEMY CUMIIaTHEN, OIHAKO KaKOe-TO ILECTOe YYBCTBO 3aCTa-
BUJIO €T0 MOAXBATUTH «IUIA3MaTPOH» U ClIeJIaTh OBICTPBIN HIar 3a cpyO kosoaia. Ha Kpbuiblio BBICKO-
YWJI, CYs TI0 BCEMY, ChIH MYyKUKa. B pykax y Hero Obul OXOTHUYMIA KapaOUH ¢ KOPOTKHM CTBOJIOM.

— A Hy! — OH BckuHy ero u npuuenunics B Kocrio.

— BpI uT0, ¢ nyba pyxnymu? — cnpocun Kocrsi, He 1ieBesisch.
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He T0 4TOOBI OH HCTyrascs, HO ¥ MPOBOLIMPOBATh HUKOTO He XoTel. Beap 10 3TOro Bee muio
MuUpHO. Jla ¥ 4yBCTBO y HEero ObUIO TaKOE, YTO MapeHb HEe BBICTPEJIHT.

— IIponpipsiimio Gamky K egpeHe-deHe! — MPUrpo3uII ChIH MYKHKA.

— TuI 9TO, TICKUX? — ocBegomMuIIca Kocrs.

— Ceityac y3HaeMm, KTO mncux !

— JlanHo, xBatuT, CeMeH! — NpUMHUPUTENIBHO CKa3al MYXKHUK, OJHAKO, MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO IJIS-
HyB Ha KocTio: Mo, BOT Kakue y Hac aprymeHTsl umeiotcsi! — [octpensiere ¢ gypu apyr apyra. Tam
elre Tpoe 3a 3a00poM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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