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I'masa I. Hapuucc

Iepcedona cuaena Ha ConHIIE.

Ona BriOpasia mooumoe Mecto B «Kode Xayc» — cTonmk Ha ynuiie ¢ BUIOM Ha OKUBJICHHYIO
NeLIeXOAHYI0 yauLy. Booms TpoTyapa TAHYIUCh psiibl PACKUIMCTBIX JEPEBBEB U KJIYMO C IMBIIIHO
[BETYIIMMHU (PHOJIETOBBIMH acTpaMu, OSJIBIMUA M PO30BBIMU MTPUMOPCKUMHU JIOOYIspusiMu. Jlerkuit
Opu3 pa3HOCKII apOMaT BECHBI, M MEJJOBBII BO3/TyX ObUI TEIIHIM M TIPUATHBIM.

JleHb BblIAJICS OTIMYHBIM, U, X0TA [lepcedoHa npuiia cioga 3aHUMaThCs, €l ObUIO TPYAHO
COCPEIOTOUMTHCS Ha yueOe, TOTOMY UTO B3IJISI €€ TO U IeJIO Tajiasl Ha HAPLMCCHI, YTO CTOSUIU B Y3KOH
Ba3e y Hee Ha cToyuKe. BykeT Obul KMIEHBKUM — BCEro J1Ba WM TPU TOHKHX CTeOJs, — a XpyIKHUe
KOPMYHEBBIE JIETIECTKM CKPYYMBAJINCh, KAK MaJIblbl MEPTBELIA.

Haprmee Ob11 IBeTKOM 1 cuMBOsIoM Anza, 6ora MepTBbIX. MM OOBIYHO yKpalliaiayd He CTOJBI,
a rpoOslL. [TprcyTcrBrie 3THX 11BeTOB B «Kode Xayc» 03Havaio, 4to Biajiesnell B Tpaype, IoToMy 4To
JIMUIb B 3TO BPEMsI CMEPTHbIE MPEKJIOHSUTUCH Nepei G0roM MoA3eMHOI0 LapCTBa.

Ilepcedone Beerna ObUIO MHTEPECHO, KAK K 3TOMY OTHOCHJICS AW U He ObUIO JIM €My BCe
paBHO. Bee-Taku OH ObUT HE TPOCTO BIACTHUTENEM ala. Byyun caMbIM COCTOSITENIbHBIM Cpey OOToB,
OH 3aCITy’KWJI TUTYJI OOTraya 1 BIOXKWJI CBOM JIEHBI'M B HECKOJIBKO CaAMBIX TOITYJISIPHBIX KiTyOoB B HoBOI
['peryt — 1 3TO OBLIM HE MPOCTO KaKMe-TO KJIyObl, a SMUTHBIE UTOPHBIE JoMa. ['oBoprn, 4to Aunp
JOOWT XOPOIINE MapH U PeKO MPUHIMAET B KAYeCTBE CTABKU YTO-JTMOO0, KPOME YeJIOBEYECKOM AyIIH.

[Mepcedona MHOTO ciiblmaa 00 3TUX KJIy0ax OT JPYTUX CTYIEHTOB B YHUBEPCHUTETE, a €€ MaTh,
KOTOpasi HEPEIKO BbIpakalla CBOIO HEMPHA3Hb 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K ANy, TOAOOHBIM 00pPa30M BbICKa-
3bIBaJIach M O €ro OMU3Hece.

«OH B3s11 Ha cebsl poJib KYKJIOBOZIA, — HEIOBOJIBHO TOBOPWJIA OHA. — BepmT cyap0bl, CJIOBHO
OH OJIMH U3 MOIp. EMy I075KHO OBITh CTBITHO».

[Mepcedona HuKora He ObIBaJIa HU B OHOM M3 KJIyOOB Aujia, HO, HajIo TIPU3HATh, OHH TIPO-
Oy)X/1aJI B HEll JII0OOMBITCTBO — KaK B OTHOLICHWH JIOAEH, YTO Ty[a XOOW/IM, TAK U B OTHOIICHUH
oora, 4To MU BJaJes. YTo 3acTaBisuIo JIoeH 3akiaapBaTh cBou Ay ? Kaxaa neHer, moOBU Win
OnarococtrostHusA?

U 4gt0 310 MOTII0 cKa3ath 00 Anze? Uto eMy nmpuHaaIekar Bce 60rarcTBa MUpa M OH CTPEMHTCS
UX IPEYMHOKHUTb, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI IIOMOTaTh JIOAAM?

Ho ceituac y [lepcedonsl He ObLIIO BpeMeHH Ha TIOMCK OTBETOB.

Eii Hy’)HO 6bUIO paboTATh.

OtopBaB B3I OT HAPLIMCCOB, OHA COCPEIOTOUMIIACh HA SKpaHe HOyTOyKa. Bbu1 yerBepr, u
OHa yIlUIa C 3aHATHI Yac Ha3aj. 3aka3aja, Kak 0ObIYHO, BAHWJIBHBIN JlaTTe. Eil HY)KHO OBLIO 3aKOH-
YUTh UCCIIEAOBATEIbCKYIO PA0OTY, YTOOBI OHA MOIJIa CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAThCS HA MPEAJUIITIOMHON CTa-
xupoBke B «HoBoctsix HoBbix Adun», Begyiiem HoBOCTHOM areHTcTBe HoBbix AduH. CTaxkupoBKa
J0JKHA Oblla HauaThCsl 3aBTPA, U, €CIM BCE CJIOKUTCS YAAYHO, Yepes3 LIeCTh MecsleB, Koraa [lepce-
(boHa MOMYYUT JUTUIOM, y Hee yxke Oyzer padora.

Eil He Tepnienock NposBUTH ceOsl.

ITpoxoauTh CTaKMPOBKY €il MPEeCTOsIO Ha IECTUAECATOM ITaxe AKPOIIOs, OJHON U3 IJ1aB-
HBIX JlocTonpuMeyaresnbHocTell HoBbIX A(PUH — caMOro BBICOKOTO FOPOACKOTO 3/1aHHsI, UMEBLIETO
cro oguH 3tax. Ilepeexas ciona, [lepcedoHa B nepBylo ouepeib MOCETUIa 0OCEPBATOPUIO HA BEPX-
HeM 3Taxke, OTKyJa ropoz ObUl BUJEH Kak Ha JIaJoHU. M OH OKa3ajicsi IMEHHO TaKMM, KaKUM OHa €ro
MIPE/ICTaBIIsIA, — IPEKPACHBIM, OIPOMHBIM U BOJIHYIOIIMM. YeThIpe rojia CIycTst OHa C TPYJIOM MOTIJIa
MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO TeTlepb OyJeT MPUXOIUTh B 3TO 31aHME HAa PabOTy IMOYTH KaXK bl ICHb.

Jlexanmit Ha crone Tenedon [lepcedonsl 3aBHOprpoBa, npuBieKkas ee BHUManue. Eii mpu-
III0 cooOIIeHue OT Jyulnei noapyru, Jlekcel Cunepuc. Jlekca crana ee nepBoii nogpyroii B Hobix
Adunax. Ona noepHyJach k IlepcepoHe Ha 3aHATUM U CIPOCUIIA, HE XOUET JIM Ta OOBEJUHUTHCS C
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HEW [T BHITIOJTHEHHU s JJabopaTopHO# padboThl. C TeX Mop OHU CTaiu Hepasny4dHsl. [lepcedony mpu-
BJIEKaJa HecAePkKaHHOCTh JIEKChI — Y TOM ObUIM TATYMPOBKH M Y€pHBIE, KAK HOUb, BOJIOCH. A eIlie OHa
pocTo 0O0sKana OOrMHIO KOJIOBCTBA, ['ekary.

«'me TeI?»

[Tepcedona oreetuna: «Kode Xayc».

«[Touemy? Ham Ha/10 OTMETUTB !»

HeBymika yneiOHynach. [IBe Hemenu Ha3zaa oHa pacckasasa Jlekce o ToM, Kyda ee B3sUIM Ha
CTaKMPOBKY, U TETIEph Ta HEYCTAHHO JIOHUMAJIa €€ MTPEAIOKEHUSIMH CXOIUTh KyJa-HUOY b OTMETUTb.
[NepcedoHe noka yaaBanoch OTJIOKUTH STOT MOXOA, HO BCE BOZMOXHBIE OTTOBOPKHY OBUIM HA UCXOME,
u Jlekca 310 3HanA.

«4 yxe ormeuaio, — HaOpana [lepcecpona. — BaHWIbHBIM JIaTTE».

«Kode He katut. Asnkoromns. Hots. Thl + 5. CeronHs Bedepom».

[Tpexne yem Ilepcedona ycriena oTBETUTD, K HEl Noo1uIa O(pUIIMAHTKA C ITOIHOCOM, Ha KOTO-
pom apivmicst kodpe. IepcedpoHa mpuxoamia Ciojia JOCTaTOYHO YacTo, YTOOBI 3aMETUTh — JIEBYIIKA
TaKasi ke HOBEHbKasl, KaK ¥ HapIMCChl. BONOCH ee ObLM 3aruieTeHbl B KOChI, 2 TEMHBIE IJ1a3a 00pam-
JISUTM TYCThIE PECHUIIBI.

JleBy1Ika yapI0HyIach U CIIPOCHIIA!

— BanwibHblil J1aTTe?

— Ha, — kuBnyna Ilepcedona.

Od¢uimaHTKa MOCTaBUIIA HA CTOJ YAIIKy M yOpasia MOJAHOC MO/ MBIITIKY.

— Yro-uHubynp ere?

[lepcedona BeTpeTuiiack ¢ Hell B3MJISIIOM.

— Kak nymaere, y nopna Auja ectb 4yBCTBO IoMopa?

Borpoc 6611 HecepbesHsiM, 1 [lepcedoHe oH Ka3zascs KpaiiHe 3a0aBHBIM, HO JIEBYIIIKA pacTe-
psiiack:

— 41 He moHMMAI0, O YEM BHI.

OdurmanTka SIBHO 4yBCTBOBasA ceOsi HEKOM(OPTHO — BEPOSITHO, U3-32 YIIOMUHAHKSI UMEHH
Awuna. MHOTHe IpeinovYUTaIN He POM3HOCUTD €ro JTMOO Ha3kiBaTh AMJJOHEEM, YTOOBI HE TIPUBJICKATh
M3JIMIIHEro BHUMaHus, Ho [lepcedona He 6osnack. Bo3MOkHO, 3TO OBUIO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C TEM, UTO
OHa 1 cama Oblj1a OOTHHEH.

— 41 mymaio, 9TO y Hero omnpeie;iecHHO €CTh YyBCTBO IOMOpa, — 00bsichna [epcedona. — Beap
HApIIMCChl — CHMBOJI BECHBI U TiepeposkieHrs. — OHa MoHec]a Majblibl K YBSIIIAM JIeTIeCTKaM. DTH
IBETHI CKOpee JOJIKHBI ObUTH CTaTh €€ CUMBOJIOM. — A MHaue 3a4eM OH OOBSIBUJI UIX CBOUMHU?

Ilepcedona mpoH3ua AeBYUIKY B3IVISI0M, U y TOM 3aasenu mieku. OHa, 3aMKasich, IpOM3Heca:

— JI-naiiTe MHe 3HaTh, €CJIM BaM YTO-TO TIOHAJ00UTCS.

Od¢uimaHTKa CKJIOHMIIA TOJIOBY M BEPHYJIach K padoTe.

Ilepcedona cororpaduposana kode 1 orripaBuia ero Jlekce, npexe yem cienarh II0TOK.

Omna Haziena HayITHUKK M CBEPIJIACh C exXeJHEeBHUKOM. [lepcepoHe HpaBUIOCh YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 OpraHM30BaHHOM, HO elrle OOJIbIIe el HpaBUJIOCh UyBCTBOBATh ceOs 3aHsATON. Ee Henenn Obun
TUIOTHO 3arpyKeHbl — 3aHSATHSI O MOHEIeIbHUKAM, CPeaM U YeTBepraM, CTa)KMPOBKA JI0 TPEX YacoB
Kak/Ipli 1eHb. YeM Oosibilie OHa Jenasia, TeM OoJibllie y Hee ObLJIO ONpaBJaHWi He BO3BpAIaThCs
aomoit B OMMMITHIO, YTOOBI TIOBUIATHCS C MATEPBIO.

Ha cnenyiomeii Henene y Hee OyleT TecT MO MCTOPHH, a €i elle MPEACTOsUIO MOATOTOBUTH
JOKJIaJ1 1o ToMy ke rpeamMery. Ho ona He BosHOBasiack. McTopust Obljla OHUM U3 ee JTIOOMMBIX ITpeI-
MetoB. OHu 00cyk1au Bennkoe corecTBue, Kak Ha3BaJIH IeHb, KOraa OOTH CITyCTHIIMCh Ha 3eMITIO,
1 Benrkylio BOiHY — y)KacHble KPOBOIPOJIUTHBIE OMTBBI, YTO 32 HUM IOC/IEIOBAIIH.

Bckope INepcedona norpy3usack B CBoe MCCleJOBaHME M TIOATOTOBKY A0Kaaa. OHa ¢ uHTe-
PECOM BUUTHIBAJIACH B TPY/L YUEHOTO, 3asIBJISIBIIIETO, YTO pellleHrne Aula BOCKPECUTh 3eBca U repoeB
Adwunbl ctano pemanonmM (GakTopoM B (pUHAIBHOW OWTBE, KOrJa ee HOYTOYK BAPYT CO CTYKOM
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3aXJIONHY/IA YbU-TO PYKHU C UJIATbHBIM MaHUKIOPOM. OT HEOXUIAHHOCTU OOTWHS AEPHYNIACh, TOM-
HslJTa TOJIOBY M TMOCMOTpeNia B YAMBHUTENIBHO TONyOble I71a3a HAa OBAJbHOM JIHMIE, OOpaMJIEHHOM
T'YCTBIMHU YepHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU.

— Yragaii, aro?

[lepcedona BuITaIMIA HAYITHUKU.

— Jlekca, 4TO THI TYT AeJaellb?

— 51 myta JOMO¥ ¢ 3aHATHI ¥ TIOyMaJia, ImouemMy Obl MHE He 3aCKOYUTh CIofIa, YTOOBI COOOIUTD
TeOe OTIMYHYI0 HOBOCTB !

Oma rokavHynach Briepe]] Ha HOCOUYKax, ¥ €€ UCCUHSI-UepHbIE BOJIOCHI KAYHYJIUCh BMECTE C HEll.

— Kakyio HoBOCTB? — cripocuiia [lepcedona.

— 41 cmory npoBectu Hac B «HeHoub»! — Jlekca He 0coO0 cTapanach cepKUBaTh SMOIMHU, U
MIpY YIIOMUHAHUY 3HAMEHHUTOTO KJTy0a HECKOJIBKO UeJIOBEK MIOBEPHYJIU TOJIOBBI, YTOOBI B3IJISIHYTh Ha
JEBYIIIEK.

— Tc-c! — mmknyna Ha Hee lepcedpona. — Thl uTO, XOUelb, YTOOBI HAC YOMITH?

— He cmenm mens. — Jlekca 3akarwia miasa, HO TOJI0C Bee ke NoHu3wiIa. B «HeHoub» ObLIO
HEBO3MOXKHO TONAacTh. TaM ObUT TpeXMeCSUHbIN JMCT oxuaanus, u [lepcedona 3Hana mouemy.

Kny6 «Henoub» npuHaiexan Auy.

Bce T0, uTO mpenarany 60ru, MOIB30BATIOCH CyMACIIEAIIel MomyaspHOCThIO. JIMHeika BUH
JlnoHwmca pacnpoaaBaiach 3a CEKyH/BI U, TIO CIyXaM, UMeJia B COCTaBe aMOpo3ui0. BHITUB cuIkoM
MHOT'0 9TOr0 HEKTapa, CMEPTHBIE YPE3BbIUAHO YaCTO B UTOTe€ OKA3bIBAIMChH B TIOJ3EMHOM IIAPCTBE.

Monnbie KoyueKIu AQpoanThl ObUTH HACTOJIBKO JKEJTAHHBIMH, YTO TOJBKO HETABHO 32 OHO
U3 ee IIaTheB YoM IeBYIIKY. Bbiio cyneOHOe pa3OuparesibCTBO, U BCE TAKOe.

Kiy6 «HeHnoub» He ObUT HCKITIOUEHUEM.

— Kak Teb6e ynanock nomnacts B criucku? — cripocuia [lepcedona.

— [Tapenb ¢ Moelt cTaxkMpOBKU He MOXkeT NOUTU. OH NMPOBUCEN B JIUCTE OKUIAHUS ABa TOAa.
Tbl MOelIb MOBEpUTH, Kak HaM noBe3io? Tel. f. «Henouw». Cerogns!

— 4 He mory.

[Lneun Jlekchl OMyCTUIINCH.

— a nazgHo Tebe, [lepcedona. Mbl Moxkem nornacts B «Henoub»! S He xouy uaru onHa!

— Io3oBu Alipuc.

— 41 xody, 4TOOBI CO MHOM ToILIa mbl. HaM ke HykHO oTnpa3gHoBaTh. K ToMy ke 3TO YacThb
TBOEW YHUBEPCUTETCKOW KU3HU !

IMepcedpona Obuta yBepeHa, uto demeTpa Obl ¢ Hell He cormacwiack. [lepen Tem Kak OTIpa-
BUTBHCS YUUThCs B yHUBepcHuTeT B HoBbIX A(prHax, OHa Jaja MaTtepr HECKOIbKO OOCIIaH i, U CpeIu
HUX — JIEpKaThCsl MOAAJIbIIE OT OOToB.

[TpaBna, Masio kKakve U3 3TUX OOCIaHUi el yaasioch caepxarh. OHa CMEHWIIA CBOIO CIIeIHATTb-
HOCTh B CE€pEe/IMHE CeMecTpa ¢ OOTAHMKHM Ha KypHaJIUCTHKY. OHa HUKOrjaa He 3a0ylIeT HaTSHYTYIO
yIBIOKY MaTepu U ee «Kak dynecHo», BHIIaBIEHHOE CKBO3b CKaTble 3yObl, KOTJa Ta y3Hasa MpaBy.
[Nepcedona Bemrpana 6uTBy, Ho JemeTpa 00bsiBuiIa BoiHy. C TOrO JIHS, KyAa Obl OHa HU TOIIUIA, 32
Hel Mo msATam Beerja ciieioBaia ogqHa u3 Humdg lemerpsl.

U Bce ke crienuanu3upoBaThcs Ha OOTaHMKe ObUIO HE TaK BaXKHO, KAK JIEPKAThCs MOIAJIbIIeE
oT 60roB, IOTOMY 4TO OOTU He 3HAJHM O cyiecTBoBaHuU [lepcedoHsrl.

Hy, onu 3Hamu, 4to y [leMeTpsl ecTh J04b, HO €€ He MPEeICTaBIsIM KO JBopy B Onmumnuu. OHK
OIpe/IeNIeHHO He 3HaJIM, YTO OHA MACKMPOBaJach 1moj cMepTHyo. [lepcepona He mpencrapisiia, Kak,
OOHApyKUB ee, MOI'yT OTpearupoBaTh OOTM, HO 3Haja, KaK OTpearupyer BeCb MUP, M 3TO HE CYJIHIIO
eil H1uero xoporero. Y Hux OyzeT HOBbIH Oor 111 n3ydeHus u HabmoneHnsi. OHa He CMOXeT CyIIe-
CTBOBAaTh — M MOTEPSIET CBOOO/LY, KOTOPYIO TOJIKO YTO 00pesia, a TOrO e COBEPIIEHHO HE XOTENIOCh.

INepcedona peaxo cornamanack ¢ MaTepblo, HO AaXxe OHa MOHMMAaJa, YTo JIyulne OyJeT BEeCTH
KU3Hb OOBIYHOW cMepTHOU. OHa He OblIa TaKOM, KaK OCTaJIbHble OOTH U OOTHHHU.
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— MHe npaBia HY)KHO MHOTO BBIyYHTb, Ja €Ille M JOKJaJ MOAroToButh, Jlekca. K tomy xe
3aBTpa Y MEHs1 HAUMHACTCS CTA)KUPOBKA.

Omna Obula HaMEpeHa MPOU3BECTU XOpOIllee BIeUaT/IeHue, a TIosIBJIeHe B orce ¢ IOXMebs
WJIM HE BBICHIABIIIEHCS B TIEPBBI K€ AE€Hb BPSIJL JIM MOIJIO 3TOMY TOCIIOCOOCTBOBATb.

— Tl ke yxe Bce Bbryumial

Jlexca ykazasia Ha HOYTOYK M KMITy 3amuceil Ha crone. Ho, 1o rnpaszie roBopsi, Bce 3TO BpeMs
[Nepcedona n3yyana nBeTs 1 Aymaia 0 60re MEpTBbIX.

— W mbI 06e 3HaeM, YTo THI YK€ Hamucaia 3TOT JAOKJAJI, IPOCTO ThI NEPQEKIIMOHUCTKA.

V Ilepcedonsl BCMbIXHYM IeKU. YTO Takoro, Aaxe ecium 3To npasaa? Ydeda Oblia IJ1aBHBIM
Y €JMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO y Hee AEHCTBUTEHHO XOPOIIIO MOIyYaoch.

— Hy noxcanyiicma, Tepcedona! Msl yiiieM niopaHbiiie, YTOObI ThI yCrieIa OTIOXHYTh.

— U uro mue nenars B «Henoun», Jlekc?

— Tanuesars! Iluts! LlenoBarscsi! Mosker, naxe HeMHOro ceirpath. He 3Haio, HO pa3Be He B
3TOM Bce Becelibe?

[Nepcedona cHoBa MokpacHena ¥ OTBesa B3MIsA. Hapiuce cioBHO cMOTpen Ha Hee cepauTo,
oTpaxas Bce ee Heynaun. OHa HUKOrJa He IeIoBaach ¢ napHeM. PsoMm ¢ Hell HUKoraa He ObUIo
MYK4MH, TIOKa OHA He MTpuexasia B KOJUIeK, HO M TOcIe Iepees/ia OHa IepkKaiach OT HUX Ha pacCTosi-
HUH, 110 OOJIBINIeH YaCTH M3-32 CTPaxa, YTo ee MaTh TYT K€ IBUTCS U3 HUOTKYJA ¥ OOPYILIUTCS HA HUX.

310 He ObUTO MpeyBennYeHreM. [lemerpa npenynpexaana ee HacdeT MyKUHH.

— JInst 60oroB TH — BE BeIM, — cKa3asa oHa [lepcedone, korga Ta Obljla COBCEM elnle I0HOM, —
CPeICTBO AJIs TOMYYeHHs PEUMYIIIECTBA B UTPe JIMOO MPOCTO UIPYIIKA.

— MHe Kaxercs, THI OIINOaeIbCcsa, MaMa. boru criocoOHs! oouTh. EcTh gaxe Te, KTO Moxe-
HUJICSL.

Ilemerpa paccMmesiiach:

— Boru xeHsATCs paay BIacTy, MOU IIBETOK.

U xorna Iepcedona nogpocia, el mpuiuioch yoequThesi, YTO MaTh TOBOpHJIA MpaBay. Hukro
U3 BCTYIUBIIUX B Opak O0roB He JIOOW JpyT APyra, BMECTO TOrO OHU MPOBOAMIIN OOJIBIIYIO YacTh
CBOETO BpeMEHH 32 M3MEHAMH U TMOCIIEIYIONIMMH MOMBITKAMUA OTOMCTUTH TIapTHEPY 3a Mpeartesib-
CTBO.

9to 3HaumIo0, uto [lepcedone cyxkaeHo ymepeTsb 1eBCTBEHHUIIEH, MOTOMY 4uTo [lemeTpa Takxke
Jaja el OHSTh, YTO CMEPTHBIE [IsSI Hee TOKe He BApUaHT.

— OHu... cmapetom, — TOBOpUJIa MaTh C OTBPAIIICHUEM.

[Nepcedona penmia He CHOPUTD C MaTEPBIO O TOM, YTO CTAPOCTh HE UMEET 3HAUEHHUSI [1J1sI HACTO-
SIIer MoOBH, TaK KaK OCO3HAJIA, UTO ee MaTh He BEPUT B JIOOOBb.

Hy, no kpaiineit Mepe, B pOMaHTUYECKYIO.

— MHe... Heyero HajieTh, — MPEeIPHHSLIIA elle OnHy cnadyio nonsITky [epcedona.

— MoskeIib HaJleTh YTO YTOHO U3 Moel ofexbl. A maxke chenaio Tebe MPUYEcKy U MaKHUsIK.
[Moxanyiicra, I[Tepcedona.

INepcedona nomxkana ryosl, pa3mMbIIUIss.

Eit npunercst ycKonb3HYTh OT HUM, KOTOPBIX MaTh IOCENWIIA B X KBAPTUPE, M YCUIIUTH CBOU
Yapbl, U3-32 Yero MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh MpoOseMsl. [lemeTpa 3axoueT y3Hath, 3aueM 3To [lepcedone
BAPYT pe3KO MOHAA00MII0Ch OoJbIne Maruu. Ho, onsTh ke, OHa MOXET CBTUTh BCE HA IOTIOHUTEITb-
HOE MPHUKPBITHE HA CTAKUPOBKE.

Be3 vap smunocts [epcedonbl Moria ObITh paCKpPBITa, TAK KaK Yy BCeX O0KECTBEHHBIX CYIIIECTB
ObL1a OJHa 00I1Iast XapaKTepucThKa — uX pora. Y [lepcedoHbl oHYM ObUIH OJIBIMU U 32K PYYUBAIIICH B
CIIMpaJib, YCTPEMJISSACH IPSMO B HE0O, KaK y aHTHIIONBI Kyay. M XOTs1 0ObIUHBIX yap ObLIo Oonee yem
JOCTATOYHO JJIs1 )KU3HH CPE/IM CMEPTHBIX, OHA He OblJIa yBEpPEHa, YTO OHM CPabOTAIOT MPU BCTpEYe C
TaKMM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM OOTOM, Kak AuI.

— YecTHO rOBOPs, MHE HE XOUETCs BCTpeuarhesi ¢ AUIOM, — HAKOHEI] CKa3aa OHa.
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ITH CJI0BA UMEJH IPUBKYC TOPEYH, TOTOMY YTO Ha CaMOM JieJie 9To Obuia 10xkb. [1paBia 3akmo-
Yajach B TOM, UTO €il ObLJI OYEHb JIIOOOMBITHB M OH caM, 1 ero Mup. Eif kazaioch BecbMa UHTPHTY-
IOIIMM TO, YTO OH ObLI TAKUM HEYJIOBUMBIM, a TIApU, KOTOPbIE OH 3aKJII0YaJl CO CMEPTHBIMH, — COBEp-
IIIEHHO Yy/IOBUIIIHBIMU. BOT MEpPTBBIX MpeACTaBIIsil COOOM Bee, 4eM He SIBJISLIACh OHA, — HEUTO TEMHOE
U NIPUTATATEIILHOC.

[IpuTsrarenabHOe, MOTOMY UTO OH OBbLT 3araIkoi, a 3arafki — 3TO MpHUKJII0YeHus1. To, 4ero Tak
crpactHo xenana Ilepcepona. MoxeT, 3T0 B HEll TOBOPHJI KYPHAIUCT, HO OHA C YAOBOJLCTBUEM
3agana Obl AWy HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB.

— Aupna tam He Oygert, — otBeTra Jlekca. — Borm HUKOT/Ia He yIpaBisioT COOCTBEHHBIM OM3-
Hecom!

Ot0 OblTa TpaBaa, OCOOEHHO B OTHOLIEHUM Auja. Bce 3HaM, YTO OH MpEmoYUTaeT Mpak
TMOJI3EMHOTO 11APCTBA.

Jlexca okunyna IlepcedoHy JOATUM B3MJISI0M, a IOTOM HAKJIOHUJIACh HAJ| CTOJIOM.

— Jleno B TBoOel Mame, fa? — TUXO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

[Nepcedona ynuBieHHO ycTaBwiach Ha noapyry. OHa HHMKOrJa He TOBOPHJIA O CBOEW MaMe.
[ToTomy 4TO permmia, YTo YeM MEeHBbIIE OHA O HEel pacCKakeT, TeM MEeHBbIIIe BOIIPOCOB el OyayT 3a/a-
BaTh U TEM MEHBIIIE N MNpUuaeTCA Jrarthb.

— OTtkyaa Tel 3HaelIb? — TOJIBKO U cMordia nmpousHectu Ilepcedona.

Jlekca noxana reyamu:

— Hy, Tb1 HUKOT/1a O HEll He paccKa3bIBaelllb, a apy HelleJb Ha3a/l OHa MPUIILIA K HaM B KBap-
THPY B TO BpeMsl, KOT/1a Thl OblJTa Ha 3aHATHSIX.

—Yt0? - V Ilepcedonsl oTBUCIA YemocTb. OHa BriepBbie Ciblana 00 3ToM BusuTe. — M uto
oHa ckazayia? [Touemy Thl MHE 00 3TOM He cooOrma?

Jlekca nogHsIa pyKy BBEpX.

- Hy, BO-TICPBLIX, TBOA MaMa BLITVIAAUT HEMHOI'O ITyTrarouie. B CMBICJIE, OHA BEJIMKOJICIIHA, KaK
U Thl, HO, — Jlekca moexuiach, — XononHasi. Bo-BTOpbIX, OHa cKa3ajia MHE He TOBOPUTD Tebe.

— W 111 ee nocymanacs?

— DM, Hy Ja. {1 BooOIe aymana, 4to oHa cama Tebe pacckaxkeT. OHa ckasaja, 4To HaJesulach
caenaTh Tede CIopIpu3, HO Tak Kak Tedst He ObLJIO JoMa, OHa MPOCTO TIEPE3BOHMT.

[lepcedona 3akaruna maza. [lemerpa HUKorjga el He 3BoHWIA. M OHa HaBepHsKa Mpuexasa
TyJa B TIOMCKaX 4ero-To KOHKPETHOTO.

— Omna 3axonuiia B Hallly KBaptupy?

— Ona norpocuiia nokasarb € TBOI0 KOMHary.

— Ilpokunsatee. — [epcedone Teneps Hy)KHO OBUIO IPOBEPUTH 3epKasia. Bo3MOXHO, ee MaTh
OCTaBHJIA Yapbl, YTOOBI C MOMOIIBI0 HUX HAOMIOAATh 32 OOTMHEN.

— Kak Obl Tam HM OBLTO, Y MEHS CJIOKUJIOCH BIIEYATJICHUE, YTO OHA... CJIUIIKOM O Tebe 3a00-
THUTCH.

370 OBUIO HY TPOCTO MpeyMeHbleHre roga. Jdemerpa 3abotunack o IepcedoHe HaCTOMBKO,
YTO AEBYIIKA MPAKTHUECKH He KOHTAKTUPOBAJIA C BHEITHUM MHPOM BIUIOTh JI0 CBOET0 BOCEMHA/IIIA-
THUJICTUSA.

— Ara, OHa Ta eIle cTepsa.

Jlexca B u3yMIiIeHUM MPUIIOAHSLIA OpOBU:

— TBowm cnoBa, He Mou. — OHa czienania naysy, a IOTOM OCTOPOKHO CIpocuiia: — Xouelb 00
9TOM MOTOBOPUTH ?

— Her, — nomorasna rosnosoii Ilepcedona. PasroBopel eit He MoMoryT, a BOT noxoz B «HeHoub»
— Bo3MOkHO. OHa yibIOHyack. — Ho ceromHs st cocTapio Tede KOMITAHUIO.

Bo3MoikHO, 3aBTpa OHa MOXKAJIEET O CBOEM peleHUH, OCOOEHHO eCJIU ee MaTh 000 BCEM y3HaeT.
Ho nipsiMo celiuac oHa 9yBCTBOBasIa cebst OYHTAPKOM, a JTIYUIIero crocoda yCTpouTh OYHT, KpOMe Kak
MOUTHU B KJIyO Oora, KOTOpOro ee MaTh TepIieTh He MOKET, ObLJIO M HE TTPUIyMAaTh.
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— IlpaBna? — Jlekca xJyonHyna B jgagomm. — O 6oru, Mbl OTIMYHO mpoBeaeM Bpems, [epce-
¢dona! — Jlekca Bckoumia Ha HOru. — Tora HaM HY)KHO HayaTh COOUPAThC !

— Ho ceityac Tonbko Tpu yaca qHs!

— Hy na. — Jlekca B3noxMaruia CBOM UIMHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCH. — Y MEHsSI YKacHO T'PsI3HbIE
BoJIocH. K TOMY K€ HY)KHa 1cJIasd BEYHOCTD, IITO6I)I HX YJIOXWTH, a CIIC MHEC HAO CACIAThb IPUICCKY
1 Makusk Tebe. Ham Hajo HauMHATh IpsiMo cervac!

INepcedona He BUHYIACH C MECTA.

— 41 moroHio TeOs Yepe3 cekyHy, — ckazaya oHa. — Oberar.

Jlexca ynpiOHYIach:

— Cnacu6o, Ilepcedona. Byner knmaccHo. Bot yBuuiis.

INepcedona ynbiOHyMack, msins Jlekce Benen. B ciemyioee MrHOBEHHE K CTOJIMKY MOAONIA
oumanTKa, 4ToObl 3a0paTh YalKy. BBICTpHIM IBMKEHHMEM pyKM OOTMHSI CXBaTWja JEBYIIKY 32
3amsCThe.

— Ecm ThI TOHECeIh MOel MaTepy 4To-TO, KPOME TOTO, UTO 5 TeOe CKaxy, sl TeOs yOblo.

It0 ObLIA Ta Ke camast JeBYIIKA C MIJIBIMA KOCHYKAMHU M TEMHBIMH I71a3aMH, HO TIOJ] YapamMu
IOHOM JIEBYILIKU-CTYAEHTKY IIPOCBEYMBAIN YE€PThl HUM(bI — MAJIEHbKUI HOCUK, BBIPA3UTEJIbHBIE 7132
Y TOHKHMe JuHuK Juna. [lepceona 3ameTnsia 3To yxe Toraa, Korja AeByIlKa MPUHECTa el HalUTOK,
HO He cTaJia pa3oOnavaTh. Beap HUM(a Beero Jimib gesana To, YTo eil mpukasana [emerpa, — mimu-
onusia. OHako nocse pasropopa c Jlekcoit [lepcedoHa He XoTena pucKOBaTh.

JeBuiia oTkanuisiiach, He s [epcedone B nurio.

— Eciu Baima mathb y3HaeT, 4To s cojrajia, OHa yObeT MeHsI.

— Koro 161 6outbcst 6ombite? — [NepcedoHa yke AaBHO MOHSIA, YTO CJIOBA OBUIM €€ CaMbIM
MOIIIHBIM OPYKHEM.

Ona errie Kperrye cxajia 3arsicTbe JeBYIIKH, pexkae YeM otnycTtutb. Humda ObicTpo mpudpa-
Jach Ha crojie u yoexaia. [lepcedone ObUIO CTHIHO 3a 3Ty Yyrpo3y, HO €€ BBIBOAWIO U3 cebsl, UTO
3a Hell KTO-TO MOCTOSTHHO XOAWJI 1 HaOmoaan. Humdsl cioBHO ObuTH KOrTsiMU JleMeTphl, 1 OHU BITH-
Basuch [lepcedoHe B KOXKY.

B3 neBymku ynan Ha yMUpAIOIIMe HApIMCChl, U OHA KOCHYJIACH YBSIIAIONIUX JIETIECTKOB
KOHYMKaMMU I1aJIbLIEB. Ot ITPUKOCHOBCHU A I[CMGTPLI OHHA 6I)I HAIIOJIHUJIUCH ) KU3HBIO, HO OT €€ KaCaHU
CKPYTUJIMCH Y OIAJIN.

IMepcedoHa ckOMBKO YromHO MOTJIa ObITh JI0Uephbio JleMeTphl 1 OOTMHEN BECHBI, €l BCe paBHO
HU 9€pTa HE yIaBaJIOCh BbIPACTUTD.
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I'i1aBa II. «<HeHOUYBb»

Kny6 «HeHoub» pacrionarajicsi B M3AIIHON 0OCHIMAHOBOW nupamuje 6e3 okoH. OHa Obuia
BBIILIE CUSIOIIMX 3AaHUIA BOKPYT M M3JaJTH Ka3aJlach Pa3pblBOM B IIOJIOTHE ropoja. DTy OAIIHI0 MOKHO
ObL10 yBUAETH U3 J1I000# Toukr HoBbix AcuH. [lemerpa roBopuia, 4to Auj HOCTPOMIT TaKylO BbICO-
KyI0 OAIlHIO C OJHOM LIEJIbI0 — HATOMHUTH CMEPTHBIM O TOM, YTO UX JKM3Hb HE BEYHA.

UYem ponbiue [epcedona crosina B TeHU Kityoa, TeM Oosibliie HepBHUYAIA. JIekca oToluia noro-
BOPMTb C IAPOM AEBYIIIEK, KOTOPBIX 3HaJIa CO MIKOJIBI, ocTaBuB [lepcedony crosaTs B ouepean. boruns
YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 HE B CBOEH TapeJKe, HaXOsCh B OKPYKEHUM HE3HAKOMBIX JIIO/IEH U TOTOBSCh CTY-
[IUTh HAa TEPPUTOPUIO Apyroro 6ora, Oyayuu ofieToi B OTKpOBEHHOe Iuiathe. OHa mnoiiMaa ce0s Ha
TOM, 4TO 0€3 KOHIa MOJHUMAET U OIYCKAeT PYKHU, CIOBHO HUKAK HE MOXET PELIUTh, XOUeT JIM OHA
CKPBITh HU3KMI BBIPE3 IUIaThsl WM, HA0OOPOT, BHICTABUTH €ro Ha Bceodiee obo3penne. OHa of1on-
Kusa OnecTsiuii po3oBblid Haps y Jlekcsl, a ee ¢popMbl ObUTH 1aJ1€KO HE TAKMMH BbIAAIOIIMMUCS.
Bonocet Ilepcedonbl Hucnagaim MATKMMU BOJTHAMU Ha CIIMHY, U JIekca crienaia el MUHMMAJIbHBIN
MaKHsK, 4YTOObl IOQYEPKHYTh €CTECTBEHHYIO KPAcoTy.

Ecnu 6b1 ee ceifuac yBuena Math, TO HEPEMEHHO OTIpaBuIia Obl 00OpaTHO B OpaHKepero, Wiy,
Kak HasbiBaJia ee [lepceoHa, CTEKISIHHYIO TIOPbMY.

OT 3710l MbICIM BHYTPH Bce cxanock. OHa orsjenack, rajas, HeT JId HOOIN30CTH ILIIHOHOB
Hemetpsl. [JocTaTouHO Ji1 OBbLIO ee yrpo3bl, 4ToObl opuiimanTka u3 «Kode Xayc» ymonyana o0 ux ¢
Jlexcoii mnanax? C Toro MomeHTa, Kak [lepcedoHa cornacuiach orWTH ¢ IOAPYTOH, ee BOOOpakeHHe
OypHO pasbIrpanoch, mepedbupasi Bce BO3MOXKHBIE HaKa3aHMs, YTO YroTOBUT eil [emerpa, eciu ee
noimatot. HecmoTps Ha Bcio nposiBisieMylo 3a00ty, Jlemerpa KpailHe CypoBO HakasblBasa J04b 32
npoctynku. Ha camom nene B oparkepee [leMeTpbl ObUT eI yUacTOK, OTIAaHHbIN O] HAKa3aHHS], —
KaX[blil IBETOK, YTO POC TaM, Ipe:xae Obl1 HUM(QOH, TPaBUTENIEM WA UHBIM CO3[aHUEM, OTHAXK bl
HAaBJIEKIIIUM Ha ceOsl ee THEB.

NmenHo 1ot THeB caenain [lepcedoHy mapaHOMKOM, BBIHYAUB IPOBEPUTH KaXKI0€ 3€pKaJIO B
JIOMe, KOT/Ia OHa BEpHYJIach K ceOe B KBapTUPY.

— O 6oru! — Jlekca Kazanach MPEeKPacHBIM BHIEHHEM B KPAaCHOM, U K HEW ObLIM MPUKOBAHBI
BCE B3MJIsAbL, MIOKa OHa 111a oOpartHo K Ilepcedone. — Pa3ge 310 He BeMKoenHo?

Iepcedona ena He paccmestiach. Ee He Bnevatisuio Besmune 60ro. OHU BBICTaBIISIM HAIIO-
Ka3 cBoe 0orarcTBo, OeccMepTue U BJIacTh, HO MOMOILb JTIOAsAM 3a00THIIa UX MEHbIEe Bcero. Bmecro
3TOro 60Ty HaTPaBIMBAJIA CMEPTHBIX APYT HA Jpyra, pa3pyLIaiy U epecTpauBaIi MUp 3a0aBbl pau.

Iepcedona cHOBa B3IVIsAHY/Ia HA OAIIHIO M HAXMY PUJIACH!

— YepHblil OnpeesieHHO HE MOH LIBET.

— Jlymaio, Thl U3MEHHUILIb CBOE MHEHHE, KOI/la YBUIMIIbL Aujia, — ycMexHynach Jlekca.

Iepcedona cepauro nocMoTpesa Ha HOIPYTry:

— ThI ke cka3ana, ero 3zechb He Oyner!

Jlexca nonoxuia pyku Ha ruiedn IlepcedpoHsl 1 3armisHysa el B riasa.

— Ilepcedona, He MOMMM MEHsS HENPaBUJIbHO, Thl CUMIIATUYHASL, U BCE TaKOE, HO... KAKOBBI
peasibHbIe MAaHCHL, YTO A 00paTuT Ha Tedst BHUMaHue? TyT yiima Hapozmy.

Jlexca Obuta IpaBa — U Bce ke 4To, €CJIM ee yapbl He cpadoTtaioT? Ee pora npuBiieKyT BHUMaHue
Auna. OH HaBepHsKa HE YIYCTUT BO3MOKHOCTb BCTYIMTh B IPOTHBOCTOSIHUE C JAPYTMM OOroM B
CBOMX BJIAJICHUSIX — OCOOEHHO C TeéM, KOI'O OH HUKOI/Ia paHbllie HE BCTpeyall.

V Ilepceconsl BHYTpu OyaTo 3arsiHyJcs y3ei. OHa NpUHsUIach HAKPY4MBaTh Ha MaJiell Mpsiab
BOJIOC ¥ TIOMPAaBJISATH IU1aThe. [leByIika He 3amedaia, uto Jlekca HaOmogaer 3a Heif, MoKa Ta He CKa-
3aja:

— 3Haeb, TH MOIJIa Obl IPOCTO MPU3HATBCS, YTO XOUYEIIb C HUM ITO3HAKOMHUThCSI.

Iepcedona HepBHO paccmestiach:
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— 4 He XO4y 3HAKOMUTHCS C AUJIOM.

Boruns He 3Hana, mouemy el ObLIO Tak CJIOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO €l MHTEPECHO, HO OHAa HE MOTJIa
3aCTaBUTh ceOsl MPU3HATHCS, UTO M MPaBAA XOTesa TO3HAKOMUTBCS ¢ OOrOM MOI3EMHOr0 IapCTBa.

Jlexca 6pocuia Ha Hee TOHMMAIOIIUI B3IJIsII, HO Mpesk/ie YeM MOApyra ycrena 4To-TO OTBe-
THTh, C HaYaja Ouepe/y JIOHeCIUCh Kpuku. [lepcedoHa BHITsAHYNA 110, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh, UTO
CJTyYHJIOCH.

MuMO OrpOMHOTO Orpa, OXPaHSBILETO BXOJ B KJIyO — OTHOTO M3 CO3JaHUM, CIaBSIIMXCS CBOEH
CBUPETIOCTBI0 M 0€3KaT0CTHOCTBIO, KOTOPBIX AMJ] HaHSUI 3alUIIATh CBOIO KPETOCTb, — MOIBITAJICS
MPOCKOUUTH MykunHa. KoHeuHo ke, 310 Oblia yxacHas uaes. Orp, He MOPrHYB U IJIa30M, COMKHY.T
JIaIy Ha 3aIsCTbe MYKYMHBL. VI3 TeHU TYT %€ BO3HMKJIU €1le JBa OTPOMHBIX Orpa, OJETHIX B UYEPHOE.

— Her! Iomoxaute! INoxanyiicra! 4 Tonpko xoten... MHe HyXHO, YTOObl OHa BEpPHYJIAch! —
3aBblJI My’KUMHa, [TOKa CYIIECTBA OTTACKUBAIH €TO.

Ilepcedona ermie 1050 Ciipliaia ero rojoc.

Jlekca psinoM ¢ Heil B310XHYJIA:

— Kaxxzplii pa3 onHO U TO *Xe.

INepcedona Opocmna Ha Hee HETOBEPUUBHIN B3IJIS.

Jlekca noxana reyamu:

—UYro? B «boxectBeHHbIX [lenbdax» MOCTOSHHO MULIYT O TOM, KaK CMEPTHbIE MBITAIOTCS IPO-
pBaThCs B IOA3EMHOE [IAPCTBO, YTOOBI CMIACTH BO3TIOOICHHBIX.

«BoxectBeHHbIe [1eb(bl» ObUT TIOOMMBIM Ky pHAJIOM JIEKCHI CO CIUIETHSIMU O 3HAMEHHUTOCTSIX.
Ona MaJsio Jem OblTa Tak ofiepkUMa, Kak Ooramu, — Hy, pa3Be uTo ele MOJOH.

— Ho 310 e HeBo3MOXkHO, — Bo3pasuia [lepcedona.

Bce 3Hanu, 4to Anj KecTko OTCTauBaJl IPaHULIBI CBOETO LIAPCTBA, — HU OfIHA Jyllla He MOIJia
MIPOHMKHYTh BHYTPb U BHIOPAThCS HAPYXKY O€3 ero BeioMa.

V Tlepcedonbl MOSBUIIOCH OIIYIIEHHE, YTO TO K€ camoe Kacaercss u ero kiyoa. M ot stoit
MBICJIH Y Hee 110 CIIMHE MOOesKaIl MypaIiKy.

— Jliogelt 3T0 HEe OCTaHABIMBAET, — OTBeTIIIA Jlekca.

Korma orm okazaiuichk B mojie 3peHusi orpa, [lepcedona mouyBcTBOBaia ceOsi BHICTABJICHHON
Hanoka3. OuH B3I B KPyIJIbIe IJ1a3a CyILECTBAa — M OHA €[1Ba He OTKa3ajach OT BCEW ITON UJIEU.
Ho BMecTO 3TOro eByIKa CKpecTuia pyKd Ha TPyAd U MOCTapaiach HE CMOTpeTh Ha OecopMeH-
HOE JIMII0 MOHCTPA CJMIIKOM J10/1r0. OHO OBLIO CILIONIb MOKPHITO PHITBUHAMY, 4 HA BbIIABABIIIEHCS
BIlepe]] YeTIOCTH CBEPKAJIM OCTphIe, Kak OpUTBa, 3yObl. XOTs CO3/1aHKME HE MOIJIO BU/ETh €€ CKBO3b
yapsl — 110 YPOBHIO Maruu €e Martb IPEeBOCXO/IMJIa OrPOB, — OHA 3HaJa, YTO y JleMeTpbl MHOKECTBO
ImoHOB 1o BceM HoBeiM AdmHam. B ee ciyyae HEBO3MOKHO OBITh Yepecuyp OCTOPOKHOM.

Jlekca Ha3Basa cBOe UMsl, U OTp YTO-TO NMPOU3HEC B MUKPO(MOH, IPUKOJIOTHIH K JIAlKaHy ero
nukaka. Yepes MrHOBEHHE OH IIPOTSHYJI PYKY BIIEPE U OTKPbUI ABEpb B «HeHOUb».

INepcedona ynuBuaach, OOHAPYKHB, YTO OHM OKA3aJIMCh B MaJIeHbKOW KOMHaTe, rae ObUIo
TEMHO U THXO, a JiBa Orpa, KOTOPBIX OHU YK€ BUJEJIM paHbllle, BEPHYJIMCh U 3aHSJIM CBOU MECTa.

CymiectBa Bnepuiu B3nisab B Jlekcy u Iepcedony:

— Cymoukn?

OHM OTKpPBUIM KJIATYM, YTOOBI T€ MOIJIM TMPOBEPUTh MX Ha HAJIMYME 3alpelleHHBIX BeIleH,
BKJTI0Yast Tesie(hoHbl ¥ Kamepbl. B «HeHoun» ObUT0 0HO NpaBmito — HUKakux ¢otorpadmii. Ha camom
7ieJie 3TO MPaBUJIO paboTaIIO TSl KAKA0TO COOBITHSI, KOTOpOE Moceman Aun.

— Kak Aunp BooOiiie y3HaeT, YTo KaKOH-TO JTIIOOOMBITHBIN CMEPTHBIN ces1al ero poto? — MouH-
tepecoBasachk [lepcedona y JIekchl, Koraa Ta 0ObsICHsIA €l TPaBUIIO.

— IlonsATusa He umelo, — npusHaiack Jlekca. — f TOJNBKO 3HaI0, YTO €My BCerja CTaHOBUTCS
M3BECTHO U MOCJIEICTBUS TOTO HE CTOST.

— A KakOBBI IOCIEACTBUA?
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— PazouTsrii TenecoH, 3aHeceHre B YepHBIH CITUCOK «HeHoun» 1 oipoOHast CTaThs B )KypHae
CO CIUIETHSIMU.

[Nepcedona moexunacs. Auj CypoB, U, HAJIO TojiaraTb, B 3ToM ObUT cMbICI. Bor nogzeMHoro
1apcTBa ObUT U3BECTEH CBOEH CKPHITHOCTBIO. EMy naske moOOBHUIT HUKOTAA He punuchiBaiy. [lep-
cepoHa COMHEBAJIACh, YTO OH Aal 00eT Oe30pauns, kKak Apremuaa wim AduHa, 1 Bce ke eMy yaa-
BAJIOCh OCTaBAThCsI BHE TOJISI 3pEHUS MTyOIUKH.

W 310 B HEM OTUaCTH il Jjaxke HPaBUJIOCh.

[Nocne TIaTeIbHOro OCMOTpPa Orphbl OTKPBUTH TEPEel HUMHU ellle oqHu aBepH. Jlekca cxBarmiia
[Nepcedony 3a pyKy 1 NOTsIHYA 32 cOO0M. B JIUII0 €il yaapuii HOPBIB XOJIOAHOTO BO3/IyXa C 3aMaxoM
QJIKOTOJIs1, TIOTA U YETr0-TO elle, IIOXOKEro Ha TOPbKUIA areIbCrH.

Hapuucc. Tlepceona y3Hana 3arnax.

Boruns BecHb OKa3ajach Ha OAJKOHE, C KOTOPOTO OTKPBIBAJICS BHJ HA IJIaBHBINA 341 KiIyoa.
Jlionu ObLIH MOBCIOLY — OHU TOJIIUJIACH BOKPYT UTPAJIBHBIX CTOJIOB MJIM BBITIMBATIM y Oapa B TECHOM
KpYT'y, ¥ KpacHasi TIOICBETKA OUepUMBAJIA UX CHIYIThL. Y CTEH PacIoyarajioch HECKOJIbKO YIOTHBIX
KaOMHOK, OOUTHIX OapXxaToM, — OHM Tak:ke ObLTM 3anoiHeHb! ioapMu. Ho Bce BHUMaHUe [lepcedoHsl
ObLIO OOpaIeHo K HeHTpy 3aiia. JIionu Ha yTOIJIEHHOM TaHIIOoNEe MOXOAMIM Ha Boy B varie. OHu
JBUTAJIACH B 3aBOPAKMBAIONIEM PUTME TIOJ] TIOTOKOM KpacHOro cBeTa. I10Took Haj HUMU ObLT yBe-
IIaH JIIOCTPaMH U3 XPYCTaJIsl M KOBAHOTO MeTala.

— Momum! — Jlekca notsanayna [epcedoHy 3a coOoi K JIeCTHUIIE, BEAyIIed Ha HUKHUN ITax.
Boruns nokpemnye yxBaTtuiach 3a pyKy MOApyTd, O0sICh OTEPSIThH €€ B TOJIIE.

Oma He cpazy Aorajgagach, B KAKOM HalpaBJIeHUH ee BEeJET MOAPYra, HO yke BCKOpe OHH OKa-
3aMch y 6apa, MPOTHCHYBILKCH K CTOMKE TaM, IJie XBaTajI0 MECTa JIMIIb Ha OJJHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

— JIBa «MaHx3TTeHa», — 3aKa3ana Jlekca. Ho koryia oHa MoTsHyJ1ach 3a KJlaT4eM, Mex 1y AeBYIII-
KaMHU MMPOCKOJIb3HY/Ia pyKa 1 KUHY/Ia Ha OapHYIO CTOMKY HECKOJIBKO J0JUIApOB.

— Hanutku 3a Mo#t cyer.

[NoepuyBImcs, Jlekca u Ilepcedpona yBuaenu nosaau cedst Mykuuny. JInHus ero nogdopoaka
ObLJ1a OCTPOIA, KaK aJMa3, TyCThIe BHIOIIMECS BOJIOCHI — TAKUMH K€ TEMHBIMH, KaK | €ro I71a3a, a Koxa
— cMymod U ragkor. OH ObLT caMbIM KPAacHBBIM MYKUYMHOW M3 BCEX, YTO KOTAA-JIMO0 BCTpevasia
Ilepcedpona.

— Cnacu6o, — BeioxHy 2 Jlekca.

— la He 3a yT0. — OH CBEepKHYJI UJCATbHBIMU OSJIBIMU 3yOaMU — M 3TO 3peJIHIIE ObUIO TOpa3io
Oosiee MPUBJIEKATEIBHBIM IO CPABHEHHIO C HABOISAIIMMH YyKac KJIbIKaMHu OrpoB. — [lepBblif pa3 B
«Henoumn»?

Jlexca ObIcTpO OTBETHIIA:

— Ha. A BbI?

—O... 5 31ech NOCTOSIHHBIN TOCTb.

INepcedona 6pocmia B3I Ha Jlekcy, TyT ke BHITAIUBIIYI0 UMEHHO TO, O YeM HoayMalia
Ilepcedona.

— Iocrosinnwiii? Ho kak?

Myx4rHa OTBETHII TEIUIBIM CMEXOM.

— HagepHoe, s nipocto Be3yHUUK. — OH NPOTAHYJ PyKYy: — AJIOHUC.

On noxaJn pyky Jlekcel, a morom u [lepcedonsl, mocie Toro Kak AeByIIKY Ha3BaJIM CBOU UMEHA.

— He xotuTe cectp 3a MOH CTONUK?

— C yI0OBOJIBCTBUEM, — OTHOBPEMEHHO OTBETWIIA OHH, XUXUKASI.

C nanutkamu B pykax [lepcedona u Jlekca nocneioBanu 3a AJOHUCOM K OIHOM U3 KaOMHOK,
KOTOpbIE TpekIe BUaeau ¢ OalkoHa. B Kakaol M3 HUX CTOSUM OapXxaTHble TMBAaHYMKH B (hopme
TIOJTyMECSIIIEB CO CTOJIMKOM TocepeauHe. Tam yxe ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK — IIECTh MapHeH U MSATh
JeBYIIeK, — HO OHU MOJBUHYJIHMCE, uToOH Jlekca ¢ IlepcedoHOi Toxke MOTIIA TTPUCECTb.
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C. Cenrt-Kisp. «IIpuKOoCHOBEHUE ThbMbI»

— Tak, 10 Jlekca u Ilepcedona, — 3arem A1oHKC MO OYepeId Ha3Bal MMeHa CBOMX JIpy3ei, HO
[Nepcedona 3amoMHIIA TOJBKO TeX, YTO CHJIENU PSAAOM C Heil. Apo u Kcepke Oblin Onu3HeriamMu ¢
O/IMHAKOBBIMU PBIKMMH BOJIOCAMH, POCCHINBIO BECHYIIIEK M 0YAPOBATEIbHBIMU TOTYyObIMU TJ1a3aMH.
CuBnia Obl1a MUJION OJIOHIUHKOM, OETON B MPOCTOE Oesioe MIaThe, U3-TI0Jl KOTOPOTO BBITJIS/IbI-
BaJIM CTPOWHBIE JIMHHBIe HOoru. OHa crena Mex 1y OMM3HeIaMH U HaKJIOHWIACh Yepe3 Apo, YTOObI
noroBoputs ¢ [lepceponoit u Jlekcoi.

— Ortkyaa BbI? — cipocujia OHa.

— Monmng, — orBetnna Jlekca.

— Omumnus, — ckazaina Ilepcedona.

V IeByILIKM OKPYIJIMIIUCH IJ1a3a:

— Tet xxuna B Onumnuu? ['oToBa NOCHOPUTH, TAM HEBEPOSITHO KPAaCUBO!

INepcedona xumna oueHb AajIeKo OT CaMOro ropojia B CTEKJISIHHON OpaHkepee CBOed MaTepu U
noyuTty He Buzena Onmummnuio. 1o ObUIO OJHO M3 IOMY/ISIPHBIX TYPUCTUIECKUX HarlpasiieHunid B HoBoit
I'peryn, rre 3acenan CoBer OOroB U rie y HuX Obuin oOmvpHbIe Biagenus. Korma 6oxectsa oTcyT-
CTBOBAJIM, MHOTHE M3 OCOOHSIKOB M OKPYKAIOIIUX MX CAJIOB ObLITM OTKPHITHI [Is TYPUCTOB.

— Tam kpacuBo, — kuBHyJa [lepcecpona. — Ho HoBbie Adunbl TOXE MpekpacHbl. Y MeHS. ..
ObLIO HE TaK MHOTO cBOOO/IBI B OMMIHH.

CuBmIa COUYBCTBYIOIIE YIIBIOHYJIACH:

— Ponutenu?

Ilepcepona kuBHYyIIA.

— A bl Bee u3 HoBbix Jlenbd, puexany y4uThCs B KOJUIEIK YEThIPE rojia Haza, — MOAeUIICS
Apo, ykasbiBast Ha CuBMILTY U Opara.

— Ham 31ech Toke HpaBuTCs cBOOOIA, — oty T Keepkc.

— A 4ro BbI u3yuaere? — nouHTepecoBasack [lepcedona.

— ApXUTEKTYpy, — XOpoM oTBeTW M napHu. — B Koutenxe ['ectun.

— 4 yuych B BoskecTBeHHOM Kouieke, — ckazaia CuBusia.

— CuBuia — Opaky/. — Apo yKa3asi Ha Hee OOJIbIIMM MajbIeM.

JleByIlIKa MoK pacHena 1 OTBesa B3I,

— D70 ke 3HAYNT, YTO THI OYIeIb CITYyKUTh KAKOMY-HUOYIb 60ry! — Y JIeKChl OTBUCIA YETIOCTb.

OpakyJ1 cauTasics 3aBUIHON JOIKHOCTBIO CPEI CMEPTHBIX, HO, UTOOBI CTaTh MM, HYKHO OBLIIO
POIUTHLCS C ONpeIeNICHHBIM MPOPOYECKUM JapoM. Opakysibl BRICTYNAIM MOCIAHHUKaMK Ooros. B
ApEeBHUE BpeMeHa OHH MTPOBOIMIIN CITyKObI B XpaMax, Tereph e BBIMOTHSUTN (DYHKIMHA MEHeKepa.
Opaxyisl Jes1any 3asBJIeHNs M OPraHU30BBIBAIHM IIpecc-KOH(pEpEeHIMU, 0COOSHHO Korjia y Oora ume-
JIOCh KaKOe-TO BaKHOE COOOIIEHNE UM TTPOPOYECTBO.

— Ha Hee yxe nosnoxui ma3 AmnosuioH, — ckazai Keepke.

CuBuiia 3akaruia masa:

— Ha nene Bce He Tak 4yziecHO, Kak MOXET Mmokas3arbcst. Mosi cembst He 00paioBasiach.

YV CuBuiibl He ObLIO HYX/IbI 00BSICHATSH, [lepcedoHa moHsiia ee 6e3 coB. PoxuTenu opakyna
ObLIA TEMH, KOTO Bepylolie U 00ro00s;3HEHHbIE HA3bIBATN 0e300KHUKAMH.

Be300HUKYM ObUIM TPYIION CMEPTHBIX, OTPEKIIIUXCS OT OOTOB, KOT/ja T CITYCTUJIUCH Ha 3eMJTIO.
[TouyBcTBOBaB ceOsl MOKMHYTHIMA MMH, OHU HE JKeJIaji MOAYMHATHCS. BhIIo MOgHATO BOCCTaHUe, U
BO3HMKJIM [IBE POTUBOOOPCTBYIOIINE CTOPOHBI. [laxke Ooru, moanepskaniime 6e300)KHIKOB, B UTOTE
UCTIOB30BAJIM CMEPTHBIX B KAUECTBE MAPUOHETOK, MPOTAIIMB UX uepes Mossi cpaxkeHnid. Lleblii rox
TOCIIOJICTBOBAJIM Pa3pyxa, Xxaoc M BoiHa. Korja OMTBB 3aKOHUMIIUCH, OOTH MOOOEIA UM HOBYIO
KU3Hb, HEUTO Jase JIydlie m3us (04eBUIHO, AUy 3TO He 0co00 NMoHpaBuiIock). Ho B utore 6oru
JIMIITH CBSA3AJIM MeX]Ty cOOOM KOHTHMHEHTHI M Ha3BaJIM BCIO 3Ty 3eMio HoBoit ['perueii, momenus ee
Ha TEPPUTOPHHU C OOJIBITMMHU CUSIIOIIUMUA TOPOIAMH.

— 39X, a MOM pouTesu ObUTH OBl B BOCTOpre, — MpoTsaHya Jlekca.

[Tepcedona Berperuack razamu ¢ CUBUILION.
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— MHe *kaJb, 4TO OHM TaK OTPEearupoBaIy.

Opakysn noxasia rjie4amu:

— Tenepsp, Korga 5 31€Ch, yXKe JIerye.

V IlepcedoHbl CIOKUIOCH BrIeUaTIeHHe, yTo y HUX ¢ CHBUJUION MHOTO OOIIEro B TOM, YTO
KacaeTcsl pouTelieit.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO IIOTOB Pa3rOBOP CBEJICSI K YMOPHUTEIBHBIM UCTOPUSIM O IpyX)Oe 3TOH Tpo-
unpl, u [lepcedpona cMormia oTBIEYbCS HAa TO, UTO ee OKpykano. OHa mogMevasna MelKue JeTaau —
TaKKe, KAk HUTU KPOLIEYHBIX JIAMITIOUEK HaJl HUMH, TIONOOHBIX 3BE3/1aM B TEMHOTE HeOa, OIMHOYHBIE
HApIIMCCHl HAa CTOJMAX B KaXJOM KaOWHKE M KOBaHbIE Mepuia BTOPOrO 3Taxa OaJKOHOB, i€ HESICHO
BBIPHCOBBIBAJIACH OJMHOKAsI (PUTYpa.

VimeHHO Ha Hell OCTAaHOBWIICS B3IJIsiT OOTMHU, BCTPETUB €jBa BUAMMbBIE B TEMHOTE IJ1a3a.

Ei1 1 nmpaBa noka3anock, 4To AJOHUC ObUT KPACHBEUIIIUM U3 MYXKUHH, YTO OHA KOTjAa-JIu0o
BCTpeyasa?

Ona ommonack.

ITOT My)KYMHA ceiliyac CMOTpEJ PsSIMO Ha Hee.

Ona He MorJIa CKa3aTh, KAKOro [[BETA Y Hero I71a3a, HO OHU OYATO Pa3KUIrajd OTOHb Y Hee MO
KO’KEH, ¥ OH CJIIOBHO YyBCTBOBAJ 3TO. Ero mosHble ryOobl M30rHYJIMCh B CYpOBOM YIIBIOKE, TPUBJIEKast
BHUMaHMe K CHJIBHOMY MOJ0OPOJIKY, TOKPBITOMY TEMHOH IIeTUHOM. OH ObLT BBICOKMM, BBIIIE IIECTH
C TIOJIOBUHOM (pyTOB, 1 OyATO ObI OOJTAYEHHBIM BO ThMY OJIarofapsi ero YepHbIM, Kak CMOJIb, BOJIOCAM
Y YEPHOMY KOCTIOMY.

V Tlepcedonsl niepecoxyio B ropine, e BAPYr CTajo HeyloTHO. OHa MOeXWIach U CKpECTUsIa
HOTHY, TYT ke TOXaJleB 00 9TOM JABWXEHUH, TIOTOMY YTO B3IV MYXUHMHBI 3aJepKajcs Ha HHX,
MpexX/e YeM CKOJIb3HYTh BBEPX IO ee (pUrype u 3aJepkarbcs Ha COONa3HUTEbHBIX n3rudax. [y-
OOKO BHYTPH €€ pa3ropajicsi OroHb, HATIOMHUHAS €1 O TOM, KaKOH MyCTOi OHa ceOsl ollyInaia ¥ Kak
OTYAsIHHO jKeJlajla CTaTh HAIOJTHEHHOM.

Kewm ObL1 3TOT MyX4MHa U KaKk BOOOIIIE OHA MOTJIa UCTIBITBIBATH TAKME YyBCTBA K HE3HAKOMILY ?
Ei1 Hy)xHO OBUIO pa3opBaTh 3Ty CBSI3b, YTO CO3/JaBAJIA MEKYy HUMH TYIIAILYIO €€ SHEPrHIo.

JI71s1 3TOro OKa3ayloch IOCTaTOUYHBIM YBUIETh MApy TOHKUX PYK, OOBHBIIMX TAJHIO MYKYMHbI
c3anu. [lepcedpona He crana JOKUIATHCS, KOT/Ia YBUAMT JIMLO skeHIIMHbL. OHa noBepHyach k Jlekce
Y TIPOKAIILISIAC.

Wx xommaHus Tenepb pasroBapuBaia O IIeHTaTIOHE — €KEerogHOM COPEBHOBAHHMHU ATJIETOB,
BKJIIOYABIIIEM TISITh CIIOPTUBHBIX AWCHUUIUIMH: PBUKKU B JUIMHY, METaHUE KOIIbsi, METaHHE JWCKa,
cocTsizaHue B 0opbOe U cepuio KOPOTKHX 3a0eroB. [leHTamioHn ObUT KpaiiHe MOMyJIsipeH B ropojax
Hogoii ['peryn, r1e mpoiiBeTan 1yx KOHKypeHuH, 1 xots [epcedona He Obuta hanatom criopra, oHa
oboxana ayx [lenrtarnona u 6omnena 3a HoBble AdrHbl Ha 3TUX copeBHOBaHUsIX. OHA MOIBITANACH
BKJIIOYUTHCS B Pa3roBOP, HO €€ TeJI0 ObLIO CIIMIIKOM 3apsiKEHO, a Pa3yM 3aHSIT COBEPIIEHHO IPYTUM
— HaIrpuMep, MBICISIMHA O TOM, KAKOBO OOHUMATBCS C TEM MYKUYMHOM Ha OasikoHe. OH MOT 3arOTHUTh
ee MyCTOTY, OTaCUTh ITOT MOXKAapP, IPEKPATUTh MyUEHHUS.

Bot TONBKO OH, OYEBUIHO, OBUT 3aHAT — & €CJIU He 3aHSAT, TO BCE PABHO HAXOIWJICS B CBSI3H C
APYroi KEHIIMHOM.

INepcedona Goponack ¢ UCKyIIEHHUEM OIJISTHYThCSI Uepe3 IIeU0, YTOObl TPOBEPHUTH, CTOUT JIU
OH TIO-TIpeKHEMY Ha OaJKOHe, TIOKa JI0OOIBITCTBO HAKOHEI] He B350 Haja Hell Bepx. Ho korga oHa
TyJa ToCMOTpena, OaIKoH yxke ObUT mycT. OHa HAXMypWJIach U MOBEpTesa TOIOBOM, BCMATPUBASICh
B TOJIIY.

— Nmens Aupa? — nomy Tt AJOHKC, U OOTHHS TYT e MepeBesia B3IJIsi/ Ha Hero.

— O =Her...

— $1 cnpimana, ceromHs OH 31ech, — nepeduna ee Jlekca.

AJIOHHC paccMesUICs:

— Ara, 0OBIYHO OH HaBEpXy.
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— A 4ro Tam, HaBepxy? — crasio uHtepecHo [lepcedone.

— Jlaynmx-30Ha. Tam tuie. Bonee nHTUMHAs oOcTaHOBKA. [Tonarato, OH mpenoYnTaet, YToobl
€ro OKpY’KaJio CIIOKOMCTBHUE, KOrJja OOCYKIAeT YCIOBHUSI.

— VcnoBus? — nepecnpocuia Iepcedona.

— Ara, Hy, 3Haelb, ero KOHTpakToB. CMepTHBIE MPUXOAAT CI0fIa, YTOOBI CHI'paTh C HUM Ha
AEHBI'H, JIIOOOBb WU elle YTo-H1OyAb. CaMblil OTCTOM B TOM, YTO, €CJIM CMEPTHBIA IIPOUTPHIBALT,
Awup BbIOMpaeT cTaBKy. A OH OOBIYHO MPOCHT O YeM-HUOYIIb HEBO3MOKHOM.

— Yo TH UMeelTb B BULY?

— [lo-BuumMoOMy, OH Kak-TO BUAUT UX MOPOKHU. Tak YTO OH MPOCHT aJIKOTOJIMKA OCTAaBAThCS
TPE3BBIM, IPOTOMaHA — HEe 3aHUMAThCsl cCeKcoM. Eciti oHM cOOMIOAIOT YCIOBHUSI, TO OCTAIOTCS KUBHI.
Ecmm uMm 310 He yaaeTcs — oH 3a0upaet ux Aymu. M craBku OyaTo BHIOMpAeT HAPOYHO TaK, YTOOBI
OHH TTPOUTPAIIH.

INepcedona mouyBcTBOBaNA JIETKYIO TOITHOTY. OHa He 3Hasa MoAPOOHOCTEH 00 Urpax ¢ AUIOM.
OHa ciplimana Juiib O TOM, YTO OH MPOCHJI AyIIly CMEPTHOTO, HO 5110 3By4ajlo HAMHOTO, HAMHOTO
Xyxke. DTo ObUIO. .. MAHUITYIMPOBAHME.

Otkyna Aup 3Han o cnadoctsax cmepTHbix? COBETOBAJICS JIM OH C MOMpaMy WM caM 00J1aaat
TaKoM CUJI0i?

— A xomy pazpelieHo NogHuMaThes Tyfa? — nountepecoBanach [lepcedona.

— Tomy, KTO 3HaeT mapoiib, — yIALIOHYIICS AJOHHC.

— A Kak y3Harb napons? — cnpocuia Jlekca.

AJIOHUC MOXaJ IJIeYaMu:

— IlousaTus He umelo. f MpUXOXKy clofa He 3a TeM, YTOObI TOProBaThCsl C OOroM MEpTBBIX.

Xots y [epcedoHbl He ObLIO JKeTaHHsI 3aKJII0YaTh CIETKY ¢ AUIOM, €l CTajlo MHTEPEeCHO: KakK
moay noydaoT napoib? Kak Aup npuaumaer nmapu? CMepTHBIE MPOCTO MpeasiaraioT O0ry CBOM
YCJIOBHSI, @ OH TIOTOM OIICHUBAET, CTOSIIIINE JIA OHU?

Jlekca Bcrana u cxBaruia [epcedoHy 3a CBOOOIHYIO PYKY:

— IlepcedoHa, B JTaMCKyl0 KOMHATYy.

OHa moBeJyia ee yepe3 CKOIUIEHHE JiioAen K Tyasneram. [loka oHM kaaiu B XBOCTE JUIMHHOU
ouepenu, Jlekca ckinonwiach k Ilepcedone.

— Tol kOrIa-HUOYAL BUjIENa OoJiee MPUBJIEKATEIFHOIO MYKYMHY? — 3a4apOBaHHO MTPOM3HECTA
OHa.

Ilepcepona Haxmypuiiach:

— Tel npo Anonuca?

— Koneuno, Anonuca! Koro ke eme?

IMepcedona xotena 66110 cooOmuUTH JIekce, UTo, IOKA Ta CTPOMJIA Ma3Ku AJIOHHUCY, OHA MPO-
MyCTHJIa MYKYMHY, KOTOPBIH 1 MpaB/a 3acinykKuBaJ 3Toro 3Banus1. Ho He crana.

— ToI Ha Hero 3anana.

— 51 BmoGunace.

Ilepcedpona 3akaruna raza:

— Tul HE MOKEIL OBITH BIIOOIEHA, THI XK€ C HUM TOJILKO ITO3HAKOMUJIACKH !

— JlagHo, MOXeT, 1 He BimoOnIack. Ho eciu Obl OH MONPOCKUI MEHsI pOAUTh eMy JeTeid, st Obl
COIJIaCUJIach.

— TsI ¢ yma conuia.

— 4 mpocrto vectHa. — Ona yipIOHYyIack. [Totom cepre3Ho ocMoTpena Ha [epcedoHy u cka-
3aja: — 3Haellb, ObITh YyBCTBUTEIBHON HOPMAJIHHO.

— B cempicnie? — Bonpoc Iepcedons! mpo3Bydan 4yTh Oojiee pe3ko, YeM OHa OKUasa.

Jlekca noxana reyamu:

— Jla He BaxHO.
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[Nepcedona yxe xoTena MOMPOCUTH €€ TOSICHUTh, HO, TIPEsK/Ie YeM OHA yCIiesia 3TO C/eNaTh,
OTKpbLIACh ouepeHasi kKaOnHka, u Jlekca ckpbutachk B Heil. [lepcedona xaana, nepedupas B ronose
MBICJIH, TIBITAsICh TIOHSTH, YTO JIekca MOrJIa UMeTh B BUJLY, a TOTOM OTKPBUIACH €1Ie OfIHA.

Korpma Iepcedona Bhiluia U3 TyaieTa, OHa IMOKMCKasa riazamu JIekcy, Oyayuu yBepeHHOM, 4To
Ta ee MOJOX/ET, HO He yBUeNa NoApyry B Tonme. Torna oHa mogHsIa B3I K OaJIKOHy, e Auf,
BEPOSITHO, 3aKJTI0YaJI CBOM ClIeNIKM. MoXeT, OHa HanpaBuiIach Tyaa?

3ateM ee B3IJIsA]] BCTPETUJICS C IV1a3aMHM [[BETa MOPCKOU BOJHBL. Y TIOMHOKHS JIECTHULIBI, TIPU-
CJIOHMBIINCH K KOJIOHHE, CTOsIIa KeHmHa. Ee o nokasanock Iepcedone 3HAKOMBIM, HO BCTIOM-
HUTH, KTO 3TO, OHa He cMory1a. Ee Bolockl, MOX0KUe Ha 30JI0TOM K, CUsLTH, Kak conHie ['enmoca,
KO’ka ObLIa 1IBETa CIIMBOK, a OfIeTa OHA ObUIa B COBPEMEHHYIO BEPCHIO MEIUIOca, MOAXOAUBIIETO MO
I[BET ee IJ1a3.

— Koro-To uiere? — cnpocuiia oHa.

— Ionpyry, — kuBHyna [epcedona. — OHa ObUIA B KPACHOM.

— OHa nonuia HaBepx. — JKeHIIMHA KUBHY/Ia B CTOPOHY JiecTHUIIb, 1 [lepcedona mpocieanna
3a ee B3MIAA0M. — Bbl Tam Obutn ?

— O =er, He Obl1a, — MOTHYJIa rojioBo# [lepcedoHa.

— 51 Mory mozenuThCS C BaMH MaposieM.

— A Kak BBl MIOJTyYWJIU [apoJib?

JKeHIlMHA noxana rieyamu:

— Ha Tak... — Ona caenana nay3sy. — Hy tak uto?

[epcedona He MoOIIa OTPUIIATH, YTO €i JTIOOOMBITHO. DTO OBLIO TO BOJHEHUE, KOTOPOrO OHA
MCKaJia, — TO MPUKJII0YEHNEe, O KOTOPOM MeuTaJa.

— Ckaxute MHe.

JKenmmHa XMXWKHY/a, ¥ OJIecK B ee I1a3ax Ha cekyHay BHymmn [epcedone Tpesory.

— IMadoc.

Tpazeous. Tlepcedona couna 3To A0 yxkaca 370BEIIUM.

— C-criacu60, — cKa3ajia OHa ¥ HaIllpaBUJIach 10 BUHTOBOM JIECTHUIIE HA BTOPOi 3Tax. [TonHsB-
IIKCh, OHA OOHAPY’KIJIA JIMIITh TEMHBIE IBEPH, YK PAIIEHHBIE 30JI0TOM, M CTOSIIIYIO HA CTPaXe TOProHy.

JIuiio co3nanus ObUIO UCTIEIIPEHO PyOIIaMK, 3aMETHBIMU Jaske 101 OeJIOi TIOBSA3KOM, TPHK PhI-
Baloleil ee rasa. Kak v y mpouux ropros, Korja-To BMECTO BOJIOC y Hee ObUTH 3Meu. Tereps ke ee
TOJIOBY MOKPBIBAJI KAIMIOIIOH OEJIoro IUialia, CKPhIBAIOIIETO BCE TEO.

IMopmoiinsa 6mxke, [lepcedona moiimana cedst B OTpaXkeHUH Ha CTEHAaX, OTMETHB PyMsIHEI] Ha
IeKax U sipko ropsimue riasza. Ee yapsl ocnadmu. OHa Hajesiack, 4To €Cli KTO-TO M 3aMETHT 3TO, TO
CIIUIIIET Ha BO30YK/IeHUe U ajKoroib. [lepcedhoHa He moHMMANa, oYeMy Tak HepBHUYAeT. MoOXeT,
M3-32 TOTO, YTO HE 3HaJa, Yero O)KUAATh 32 TEMH ABEPSIMU?

['oprona nogHsiia roJIoBy, HO HUYEro He ckaszasa. CrycTss MTHOBEHME CO3JJaHue CIesao BIOX,
u Ilepcedona 3amepia.

— BoxecTBO, — MpoMypiIbIKaJia FOproHa.

— Ipoctute? — nepecnpocuia [lepcedona.

— boruns.

— Tl ormmbaenbes.

I'oprona paccmesiiace:

— YV MeHs1, MOXET, M HEeT I71a3, HO s BCerja y3Haio OoroB mo 3amaxy. Ha 4rto Tl Hazeemibcs,
BXo4d cioga?

— A THI XpaOpa AJTs CO3/1aHM S, 3HAIOIIIETO, YTO OHO FTOBOPUT ¢ OoruHei, — 3ameruia [lepcedona.

Toprona ynbiOHyIaCh:

— Boruns TONMBKO TOT/IA, KOTIa TeOe 3TO BBITOJHO?

— ITagpoc! — psiBKHYyna eByIIKa.

He nepecraBas yneioaThesi, HO OOJIbIIEe HE 3aaBast BOIPOCOB, TOPrOHAa OTKPBUIA BEPb.
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— Xopoliero Beuepa, MUJIeIu.

INepcedona 6Gpocuiia Ha YyIOBHUINE THEBHBIN B3IJIS M BOIILIA B MAJICHBKYIO 33bIMJIEHHYIO KOM-
Haty. B ommyue ot miaBHOro 3aia kiy0a 37ech Iapuia Tuxas MHTUMHas oOctanoBka. C mortonka
CBHCaJa OfjHa OOJIbIIIAs JIOCTPA, AABABIIAsl JOCTATOUYHO CBETA, YTOOBI Pa3IiIsAETh CTOJIbI U JIMIA, HO
He 6osee Toro. HeckospKo rpyn Jiofei cuaead BMecTe, Urpast B KapThl, HO HUKTO U3 HUX Kak OyaTo
HE 3aMeTuI ee.

Korzaa nseps y Hee 3a CIIHOM 3aKpblIach, OHA JBHUHYJIACH BIIepe, HaIesiCh OTHICKATh JIEKCy, HO
BAPYT OOHAPYXMJIA, YTO ee Kyza Oobllle MHTePeCyIoT Jiioau 1 urpbl. OHa HaOmonaa, Kak rpammos-
HBIE PYKHM pa3[aBajiv KapThl, U CIyIIaia, KaKk UTPOKH 32 CTOIAMHU OOMEHUBAIOTCS ImyTKamu. [Totom
OHa TOJIONIIA K OBAJILHOMY CTOJY, OT KOTOPOTO YKe OTXOmwiu roctd. OHa He 3HaJia, 4To ee TyAa
MPUTSIHYJIO, HO PEIlnIa CECTh.

Kpynbe kuBHyI:

— Mapam.

— Bo1 urpaere? — pazgascs roioc nozaau Hee. OH OTO3BAJICS TYJIKMM POKOTOM y Hee B TPY/u.

Omna noBepHyJ1ach ¥ BCTPETHIIACH B3IJISI0M C O€3J0HHBIMU I71a3aMH. MyK4KHa, KOTOPOTO OHA
BUjIeNa Ha OasikoHe, cTosul B TeHH. B kpoBu [lepcedonsl pasropenocs miamsi, 001aB ee IeKU pyMsiH-
neM. OHa cBesla HOTH M CKaJjla JIAJIOHU B KyJIaKd, YTOOBI HE TIOSKUTHCS OT €ro B3IJIsIA.

OkazaBImch Tak OJM3KO K HEMY, OHA MOIJIA 3aIOJIHUTh MPOOESIbl B OLIEHKE €ro BHEITHOCTH.
OH ObLT MpeKpaceH B TEMHOM CMBICJIE STOTO CJIOBA — TAKOM, UTO CYJIHJI pa3duToe cepare. [1asza ero
ObLIM 11BeTa 0OCUAMAHA, OKAMJIIEHHbIE TYCTHIMH PECHUIIAMH, BOJIOCHI COOpaHbl B XBOCT Ha 3aThUIKE.
Omna oka3zasiach IpaBa HaCcYeT ero pocTa — il MPUIIJIOCh 3alIPOKUHYThH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS
C HUM B3IJISITIOM.

Tonbko koraa y Iepcedonsl 3200110 B Tpyau, OHA TMOHSUIA, YTO HE AbIIIaja ¢ TeX Mop, Kak K
Hell MoJoIIes 3TOT MykurHa. OHa MeJJICHHO BTSIHYJIA BO3/YX, @ BMECTE C HUM M 3allax He3HAKOMIIA.
JbIM, IPSAHOCTH ¥ 3UMHUI BO34yX. OH 3aroHWI KaXKIblil yTOJIOK BHYTPH €€.

INoka oHa paccMaTpuBaia ero, OH OTIIJI ITIOTOK M3 CBOEro OoKaia 1 oomu3ai ryobl. OH ObLT
BOILIONIEHMEeM Topoka. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa 3TO MO TOMY, KaK €€ TeJI0 pearnpoBaJlo HA HEro, — U He
XOTesa, 9ToObl OH TO MOHsUI. Tak 4To OHa YJIBIOHYJIACh U CKa3asa:

— 51 ¢ yIOBOJIBLCTBHEM CHITPAIO, €CJTM Bbl MEHSI HAyUYHTE.

Ero ry0bl M30rHY/IMCh B yCMeEIIKe, TeMHast OpoBb punogHsuiack. OH B3I elle OAuH OOKall 1
BEPHYJICS K CTOJTY, YTOOBI 3aHSTh MECTO PSIJIOM C HEW.

— JIOBOJIBHO CMEJIO — CAUThCSA 32 CTOJ, He 3Hasl, YTO TYT 32 Urpa.

OHa nocmoTtpesia emy B I1a3a:

— A Kak ellie MHe HAyYUTbCs?

— XM-M, — 3aaymalicsi oH, u [lepcedona perma, 4to eid HpaBUTCs €ro rojoc. — PazymHo.

[MoTomM MyXuKMHa MOCMOTpEN Ha Hee, CJIOBHO TMHITasiCh €€ PacKyCUTb, M MO CIHMHE Yy OOTMHU
noOesxaad MypamiKu.

— 51 HuKoOr/Ia Bac paHbIIle 31eCh HEe BUJIEIT.

— §I HuKOra 371ech mpesk/ie He Oblia, — OTBETHIIA OHA U Clieialia May3y. — A Bbl, K&KETCsl, 4acTo
TYT ObIBaeTe.

OH ycmexHycs:

— Hy na.

— ITouemy? — cipocuina oHa. [lepcepona cama He OxuIaNa, YTO MPOU3HECET ITO BCIYX, — KaK
u MyxunHa. OH BckuHyn OpoBu. OHa MoMbITaNach onpaBaathesi: — B cMmbicie... Bel He 00s3aHbI
OTBeYaTh Ha 3TOT BOIPOC.

— 41 orBeuy Ha Hero. Eciiu Bbl OTBETUTE Ha MO BOIPOC.

Ona Ha MTHOBEHHME 3aJiepKaJla Ha HEM B3IJIsi, IOTOM KHMBHYJIA:

— JlagHo.
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— 4 mpuxoxy coga pagy... 3a0agvl, — CKa3ala OH, HO €ro OTBET MPO3BYYasl Tak, OyATO emy
BOBCE HE 3HAKOMO, UTO 3TO. — A Temnepb BbI: IOYEMY BbI CETOIHS 31eCh?

— Most nonpyra Jlekca nomnasa B CIIMCOK MPHIJIAIIIEHHBIX, — oTBeTHIIa [lepcedoHa.

— Her. D10 He otBeT Ha Mol Bonpoc. [Touemy BbI 371ech ceroaHs?

Ona nopymavia, a MoToM cKazaja:

— IIpuxox croma nokasasncst MHE OyHTapCTBOM.

— Tenepsb BbI B 3TOM He yBepeHbI?

— Her, s yBepena, 4to 310 OyHTapcTBO. — IlepcepoHa mpoBena masbleM MO MOBEPXHOCTH
crona. — Ho s He 3Hato, uyTo Oymy Aymarh 00 9TOM 3aBTpa.

— A TIpoTHUB KOTro Bbl OyHTYyeTe?

Ona nocMoTpeJa Ha Hero 1 yJabIOHY/Iach:

— Bl roBOpmIz ITpo OJMH BOITPOC.

My>x4rHa yJIBIOHYJICS €i B OTBET, ¥ OT TOTO CEpAlle y Hee B Tpyar 3a0MIoch varrie.

— Bel ipaBsI.

Iaps B 311 6e3moHHBIE 11a3a, [lepcedoHa UyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OH BUAMT €€ — HE Yaphl U JAaxke
HE KOXY U KOCTH, HO €€ CyTbh, M OT TOTO ee OPOCUIIO B APOKb.

— Brl 3amep3m? — 3aMeTHI1 OH.

—Yro?

— BbI 1poxkuTe ¢ Tex mop, Kak ceyu 3a CToJl.

Boruns yyBcTBOBasa, KAk KpacHeeT.

— Ko ObuIa Ta KEeHIMHA PSIIOM ¢ BamMu?

CMyI1ieHre JIETIO TeHbIO Ha €ro JIMIO, HO yKe Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE OHO MPOSICHUIIOCh.

— A, 310 MuHpa. OHa Bce BpeMs KJIaJIeT pyKH TyAa, KyJa He Clie/yerT.

[Nepcedona nodnenuena. Ero oTBeT mpo3Byvas Tak, CIOBHO OHA €ro JIIOOOBHUIIA, M €CIIU 3TO
OBbLJIO TIPaB/ION, OOTMHE OH OOJIbIIIe HE MHTEpPECEeH.

— Kaxercs. .. MHe nopa.

OH ocTaHOBWII ee, CXBaTUB 3a pyKy. Ero mpukocHoBeHne ObUIO CIOBHO HAIIMTAHO JIEKTpHYe-
CTBOM M MIHOBEHHO cOrpesio ee u3HyTpu. OHa TYT e OTIEepHYa PYKY.

— Her, — npou3sHec OH MpakTHUYECKU MPUKa3HbIM TOHOM, 1 [TepcedoHa paccep:keHHO B3TIIsIHY A
Ha Hero:

— IIpocture?

— 4 eme He Hayunn Bac urparb. — TOH €ro rosoca CHU3WICS M CTajl 3aBOPaXKUBAOIIUM. —
[To3BosnbTE MHE.

[NocmotpeTh eMy B I71a3a ObLJIO OIMIMOKOM, MOTOMY UTO ITOCTIE STOTO OHA YKe He MOTIJIa OTBETUTh
«HeT». [lepceoHa CriaoTHyNa U MOMBITANIACH PACCIAOUThCS.

— Torna Hayuwure.

Ero raza npoxrim ee, mpesk/ie 4eM OH NiepeBert B3MIsAA Ha KapTel. OH mepeTacoBa ux, mosic-
HUB:

— ITO MOKeP.

Boruns 3ameTwiia, Kakve U3AITHBIC Y HEr0 PyKH U JUIMHHBIE Naibipl. OH Urpai Ha oprenu-
aHo?

— MBI chirpaeM B pacKiiaj U3 MSATH KapT U HAUHEeM co cTaBokK. — [lepcedona omyctuna B3isy
Ha CBOM KOJICHHU — OHA He B3s1a CBOH KJ1aTd. Ho MyxunHa TyT ke 1o6aBui: — [1ycTs 310 OyayT OTBETHI
Ha Borpockl. Eciii s BHIMTpaio, BB OTBETUTE Ha JIIOOOK BOMpPOC, UTO A 3a1am. Eciu Beiurpaete Bbl
— 51 OTBEYY Ha Balll.

INepcedona nomopimaack. OHa 3Haa, 0 YeM OH COOMpAETCs €e CIPOCUTh, HO OTBEYaTh Ha
BOMPOCHI OBLJIO TOPA3JI0 JYYIlle, YeM IMPOUTpaTh BCEe JCHBIM U TYIITY, TAK YTO OHA OTBETHJIA:

— JIOroBOpUJIUCH.
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Ero uyBcTBeHHBIE TYObl M30THYJIUCH B YJIBIOKE, Cle/IaB sIBHEE TOHKKE MOPIIMHBI Ha €ro JIMIIE,
OTYEro OH CTaJ emle npupiekareabHee. Kem Obu1 aToT My*)urHa? [epcedpoHa moria Obl CipocUThb
ero MMsi, HO OHa He coOMpastach 3aBOOUTH py3er B «HeHoum».

PaznaBast kapThl, MyKUlHA OOBSICHWII, YTO B TIOKEpE €CTh AECATh KOMOMHAIIMH, HU3IIEH 13
KOTOPBIX SIBJISIETCS CTapliiasi KapTa, a HauBbICIer — (hien-posiyib. LIess urpbl — codpaTh KOMOMHAIIO
BBIIIIE, YeM Yy JApyroro urpoka. OH OOBSICHWII M JpyTye MOHATHS, TAKUE KaK MPOITYCK, rac u oned.

— bned? — nepecnipocuina Ilepcedona.

— MHorna nokep — urpa nputBOpcTBa. .. OCOOEHHO KOTAa POUT PhIBACIIIb.

[Nepcedona B3MIsAHYIa Ha CBOIO PYKY M TMOMBITANACH BCTIOMHHUTD, YTO OH TOBOPHJI O Pa3HBIX
koMOnHanusx. OHa pa3foxuia CBOM KapThl Ha CTOJIE JIMIIOM BBEPX, M MY)KUYMHA CAENAI TO JKe CamMoe.

—V Bac 11Be nambl, — cKa3zajl oH. — A 'y MeHsl (pyJuI-xayc.

— 3HAYHUT. .. Bbl BHITPAIIH.

— Jla, — OTBETWJI OH U Cpa3y ke MOTpedoBaj CBOM BHIUTPHIII: — [IpOTHB KOro BhI OyHTYETE?

OHa MPOHUYHO YIIBIOHYJIACH:

— Ilpotus cBoeit matepu.

OH npunonHsi1 OpoBb:

— [ouemy?

— Bam npunetcst BHIMTpaTh elne pa3, YToObl 51 OTBETHIIA.

OH cHOBa pa3nas KapThl ¥ CHOBA BHIMTpasl. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH He 3a/1a11 BOIPOC, a MPOCTO BBIKU-
AaTeIbHO MIOCMOTpEIT Ha Hee.

Ilepcedpona B3n0XxHYMa:

— IToromy 4TO... 1 Ha HEE Pa303JIMIIACh.

My>x4rHa yCTaBUJICS HAa HEe B OKUIAHUM TPOJIOTKEHHMSI, U OHA YJIBIOHYJIACH:

— Bbl He roBOpWMIIH, UTO OTBET AOIKEH OBITH TTOAPOOHBIM.

OH ynbpIOHYJICS el B OTBET:

— 3anomHI0 Ha Oyayiee, ooerar.

— Ha 6ynymee?

— 51 Hazetock, 9TO He TMOCTEAHUI pa3, KOrJa Mbl UTPaeM B TIOKep.

V Ilepcedonsl B kuBOTE BCOpXHY/ M 6a060uku. Eil Hy:KHO OBLIO CKa3aTh eMy, 4TO 3TO ee Iep-
BBl U NocieAHui noxon B «HeHoub».

BoT ToBKO OHa Tak M HE CMOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl TPOM3HECTH STH CJIOBA.

OH cHOBa pazfan u cHoBa BhIMTpad. [lepcedoHe yxe HaYaIo Ha/l0eaaTh MPOUTPLIBATh M OTBE-
YaTh Ha BOMPOCH MyK4nHBI. [Touemy oH BooOIIIe Tak 3auHTepecoBasics eio? I'e Oblia Ta JKeHIMHa,
YTO CTOSUIA PSIJIOM C HUM Ha OastkoHe?

— [Touemy BbI pa303/IMIIMCh HA CBOIO MaTh?

OHa Ha MTHOBEHHE 33 JyMajach.

— Omna xoueTt, 4yTOOH s ObUIA TOH, KeM s1 ObITh He Mory. — [lepcedoHa omycTuia B3MIsA Ha
KapThl. — $1 He MOHMMaI0, TOYeMy JIIOIU TO JeJaloT.

OH CKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY HaOOK.

— Bam He HpaBuTCs Hamna urpa?

— Hpasurcs. Ho. .. g He noHrMaro, noyeMy Jitoau Urpaiot ¢ Audom. [louemy OHU XOTAT NPOAATH
€My CBOIO JIyIily?

— OHH cornamarnTcsi Ha UTpy He TIOTOMY, YTO XOTAT MpojAaTh AyIly, — OTBETWI OH. — OHHU
AENAIoT 3TO, MOTOMY UTO JyMAloT, YTO MOTYT BBIUTPATbh.

— A OHM BBIUTPBHIBAIOT?

— NHuorpa.

— Ero 10 311ut, Kak gymaere? — DTOT BOMPOC JIOMKEH ObLT OCTaThCsl y HEe B TOJIOBE, U BCE ke
CJIOBA CJIETEH C ee TYO.

My>X4MHa YXMBUIbHYJICS, ¥ TITyOOKO BHYTPH €€ TMOJHSIIOCh HE3HAKOMOE 1yBCTBO.
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— Jloporasi, s1 BHIMTPHIBAIO B JIIOOOM CITydae.

Ee rnmaza okpyrmwiicse, cepatie 3a0mioch B rpyau. OHa TyT e BCTala, M €r0 UMsI BHIPBAJIOCH
U3 ee pTa, CIIOBHO PyraTelbCTBO:

— Auo.

Ero ums y Hee Ha sI3bIKe, KaKeTCsl, TPOM3BEJIO Ha HEeTo BIevaTieHne, HO OHa He MOIJIa CKa3arh,
Kakoe MMEHHO — Xopollee WM Tuoxoe. Ero rmasa noremMHenu, a yaplOKa CMEHMIACh HA KECTKYIO
HETIPOHUIIAEMYIO MACKY.

— MHe nopa uaru.

Ona pa3BepHy/ach ¥ MOKUHYJIA HEOOJBIIION 3al.

Ha stot pa3 Iepcedona He MO3BOMIA €My OCTaHOBHUTH ee. OHa TOPOIUIMBO CITyCTHJIACH IO
CMIMPaJIbHOM JIECTHHILIE ¥ HBIPHYJIa B TOJIITY Ha MEPBOM 3Taxe. Bce 3To BpeMst OHa OCTpO 4yBCTBOBAJIA
MECTO Ha CBOEM 3aIlsICThe, TJIe MabIbl AuIa KOCHYJIUCH e KOKU. BbUIo 1 peyBennyeHreM cKas3arh,
YTO OHO ropeso?

Eit morpeboBasioch BpeMmsi, yToObl HailiTh BbIXOH. OKa3aBIIMCh CHAapyXkH, OHA crenaia
HECKOJIbKO TIIyOOKMX BJIOXOB, MPEXk/E YeM IMo103BaTh Takch. CeB B HEro, OHa OTHpaBmiia ObICTpOE
coobOmenue Jlekce o Tom, 4To yexana u3 Kiry0a, MoTOMY 4TO e CTajlo HeXOpoIo. Beiio Obl HeYecTHO
10 OTHOUIIEHMIO K TOZIPyTe 3acCTaBJIsATh €€ YXOAUTh paHbllle, B TO BpeMs Kak Ilepcepona He morma
OoJIbIlle HU MUHYTHI OCTaBaTLCS B TOM OallHe.

Oco3HaHue Toro, 4To OHa HATBOPUJIA, OOPYIIIIIOCH HA HEE CO BCEH MOIIBIO.

Ona no3Bonmia Aupy, 60ry Moa3eMHOro IIapCTBa, YUUTh ee, MPUKAcaThCsl K Hel, UrpaTh C Hel,
3aJaBaTh €1 BOIPOCHI.

H on eviuzpan.

Ho 3710 6B1710 e1ie He camoe II0Xoe.

Her, xyaiee 3ak/modanock B TOM, YTO KakKasi-TO €€ 4acTh — Ta, O CYIECTBOBAHUU KOTOPOH JI0
CErOIHSAIIHEro Bevyepa OHa Jiaxe He ToIo3peBasa, — XoTesna OpOCUThCsl OOpaTHO B KJIyO, HAWTH €ro
¥ oTpe0doBaTh ypoKa Mo aHATOMHUU €ro TeJa.
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I'nasa III. HoBoctn HoBbix Achun

VYTpo HACTYITUIIO OBICTPO.

INepcedona BcMoTpennach B 3epKajio, 4ToObl yOSIUThCS, UTO ee Yapbl Ha MecTe. Marus Oblia
c1aboM, Tak Kak OOTMHS ee 3aMMCTBOBaJIa, HO JOCTATOYHOM, YTOOBI CIIPATATh POra U UBMEHUTH OYThI-
JIOUHO-3€JIEHBIM LIBET €€ I71a3 Ha OOJOTHBIN.

OHa npoTsiHyNa PYKY, YTOOBI HAHECTH ellle KaresibKy Yap Ha mia3a. C HUMU ObUIO CIIOXHEe
BCEro — OOJIbIIIas YaCTh Maruu yxXoJuiia Ha To, YTOObl IPUITYIIUTH X HEOOBIUHO sIpKUii cBeT. Crienan
3TO0, JEBYIIIKA 3aCThlIa, 3aMETUB UTO-TO Y ce0sl Ha 3arsCThe.

Yrto-TO TEMHOE.

Omna nogHecna 3ansicrbe Omke K riaszam. Ha koxke mpocTymu psiji TOYeK — HEKOTOPbIe MEHBIIIE,
apyrue 6osbiie. OHM ObUIM TIOXOKH HA MTPOCTYIO JIETAHTHYIO TATYUPOBKY.

Tax He 0ondicHo Obime.

[lepcedona BrIIIOUMIIA KpaH M TEpJa KOKY JO TeX IMOp, MOKa Ta He MOKpacHesa, HO YepHUsIa
He MPOoTaJv U Jake He noTycKkHenu. [1o nmpasjie roBopsi, OHU Kak OyATO CTaJIM eIlle TeMHee.

IToTom oHa BcrioMHMIIa, Kak Buepa B «HeHoun» ee pyKy Hakpblia pyka Aujia, 9ToObl HE JaTh
et yiitu. Ee corpesio Teruio ero mpuKOCHOBEHHMSI, HO TOCIIe, KOTra OHa cOexalia U3 Kiyoa, Koxa B
3TOM MECTE Hauyajla rOpeTh, U OLIYIIEHUE YCUIMIOCh, KOTIa OHA JIeTyia CIaTh.

BorvHs HecKOJIbKO pa3 BKJII0YAsia CBET, YTOOBI POBEPUTH 3AMSCTbE, HO HUYEro He HaXOAWJa.

Jlo ceronHsIIHero yrpa.

[epcedona nmoaHsIa B3I K 3epKajly, M €€ Yyapbl MOKPBLUIUCH psAObio OT THeBa. [louemy oHa
MOTYMHUIIACH ero TpeOOoBaHMIO ocTathesi? [louemMy He cMoria MOHSTh, YTO MOMPOCUTIA HAYUYUTh e
Urpartb B KapThl caMoro 0ora MepTBbIX ?

Ona 3Hana noyemy. Ee oTeieksa ero kpacora. [louemy HUKTO He npeaynpeau ee, 4To Aui —
oyapoBaTebHbINA Mep3aBell? UTo OT ero yJablOKH epecTaellb JbIaTh, a OT OHOTO B3IVIsAa 3aMUpaeT
cepaue?

Yro 3a METKa y Hee Ha 3alsICTbe ¥ YTO OHA 3HAYMUT?

OpnHo GoruHs 3HajIa HaBepHsKA: AUJl el pacCKaxkerT.

CeromHs xe.

OpHaxo, mpesk/ie YeM OHa CMOXKET BEpHYThCS B OAIIHIO U3 00CHINAHA, €l HYy’KHO CXOIUTh Ha
cTaxupoBKy. Ee B3rs ynas Ha 60rato yKpaieHHYIo IIKaTyJIKy, 4To Jaia ei Matb. OHa cTosiia Ha
yIJIy ee TyaJIeTHOTO CTOJIMKA, HaroJHeHHasi AparoueHHoctsiMu. Ho korna Ilepcedone Obuto 1BeHa-
J1aTh JIET, B HEM JIEXKAJIM JIMILb ST 30JI0THIX 3epeH. [lemeTpa co3fana ux cBoer Marueu u ckasala,
YTO U3 HUX BBIPACTYT PO3BI I[IBETA KUAKOTO 30JI0Ta — /Jisi OOTWHU BECHBI.

[lepcedona nocaaniia UX U CTapaTesIbHO yXaKMBaJa 32 HUMH, HO BMECTO IBIIIHOTO LIBETA OHU
BBIPOCJIM MOXYXJIBIMU U YEPHBIMHU.

Omna HuKora He 3a0yJeT BbIpakeHHsI JIMIa MaTepy, KOT/Ia Ta YBU/Iesa MOHUKIIIUE PO3bl, — IIOK,
pa3oyapoBaHue U OTKa3 BEPUTh B TO, UTO IIBETHI €€ JOYEPH pacTyT, OyATO U3 CaMOro I1apcTBa MepT-
BBIX.

JlemeTpa npoTsiHy/Ia pyKy, JOTPOHYJIACH 10 LIBETOB, U OHW HATIOJHWIUCH KU3HBIO.

Iepcedona Hukorga Oosbllle K HUM He OAXOMIIa U M30erayia 3Toi 4acTh OpaHKepeu.

[Ipu BuzEe MIKATyJKM METKA Y HEE Ha KOKE CTasla TAKOM ke ropsuer, Kak ee cTbil. Ee math He
JOJDKHA y3HATh 00 STOM.

JleByIIIKa MopbLIach B MIKATYJIKE U BHITAIMIIA OpaciieT — JOCTATOYHO IUPOKHIA, YTOOBI CKPBITH
METKY. JTOro OyJIeT JJOCTaTOYHO, IOKa AuUJl ee He yoeperT.

[epcedona BepHynach k cede B KOMHATY, HO He ycIiena cesiaTh U Mapy I1aroB, Kak rnepej Her
BIPYT U3 HUOTKY/a BO3HUKJIA ee MaTb. [lepcedpoHa moanpeirHysia, v cepaue eaBa He BHICKOYWIO Y
HEe U3 IPy/u.
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— O 6ory, mama! A T He MorJ1a Obl MOJTB30BATHCS ABEPHIO, KaK HOpMaJibHble ponutenu? U
cmyuamocsi, IPEXIe YeM BOUTU?

B o6wruneiii nens [lepcepona Obl Tak HE BO3MYTHIIACH, HO CErofiHsi OHa ObL1a HA B3BOJE.
Jlemerpa He Morya y3HaTh Ipo «HeHoub». JleByiika TOpOIIMBO nepedpaiia B TaMsITH BCe, YTO ObLIO
Ha Hell MPOILIBIM BeYepoM, — IJIaThe yke OblJIo B KoMHate Jlekchl, Tyduu y Hee B mikady, a yKpa-
IIEHNsI OHA 3aCyHYJIa B CyMOUKY, UTO BHCEJIa Ha ABEPHOU pyuKe.

Boruns monopoaunst Obula MpeKkpacHa v He TpaTujia BpeMs Ha TO, YTOOBI CKPHITh TOJ] YapaMu
CBOM 3JIETaHTHbIE CEMUKOHEUHbIe oJieHbU pora. Ee Bosockl Obli cBeT/ibIMU, Kak y Ilepcedonsl, HO
MPSIMBIMK U JUTMHHBIMA. Ee KoXka cusiia, a BRICOKHE CKYJIbI ObLITH MOAYEPKHYTHI IPUPOIHBIM PO30BLIM
OTTEHKOM, Kak U TyObl. [lemeTpa MpUITOAHSIA 3a0CTPEHHBIN TIOIOOPOIOK, okuabiBas [lepcedpony
KPUTUYHBIM B3IJISIOM IJ1a3, YTO MEHSUTH CBOM IIBET OT Kapero J0 3eJICHOrO U 30JI0TOTO.

— Yemnyxa, — mpou3Heca OHa U MpUMOaHsIA moadoponok [epcedoHbl 60MbIMM 1 yKa3aTeb-
HBIM TJIBLIAMH, YTOOBI HAJOXUTH ele Jap. [lepcedona u 6e3 3epkajia 3Haa, 4To JesiaeT MaTh —
3aMa3bIBaET BECHYIIIKHM, PYMSHUT LIEKH U BBIIPSMIISIET €€ BOJIHUCTBIE BOJIOCH. [leMeTpe HpaBuioch,
rorga [epcedona Op1a moxoxa Ha Hee, a [lepcepona mpeanovrTama NOXOOUTH HA MaTh KaK MOKHO
MeHbIle. — Thl MOXkeIb N300paxarh U3 ce0s1 CMEPTHYIO, HO TIPH TOM BCE PAaBHO BBHIIISAETH OOXKe-
CTBEHHO.

INepcedona 3akarmia rmas3a. Ee BHEMHOCTD OblTa [J1s1 MaTepy eilie OJHUM MOBOIOM [Isl pas-
ApaKeHUsl.

— Bot! — HakoHer[ BockJMKHYJa JlemMeTpa v OTIycTuiIa ee mogdooponok. — [IpekpacHo.

IMepcedpona B3risgHyMa B 3epkaio. OHa OblIa mpaBa — [lemerpa ckpsuia Bee, uto Ilepcedone
TaK HPAaBUJIOCH B CBOEH BHEITHOCTH. U Bce ke OHa cymesia BbIJaBUTb:

— Cnracu60, Mmama.

— Jla He 3a 4TO, MO¥1 1BeTOK. — J[lemeTpa noriaauia ee 1o meke. — Hy, pacckaxu MHe 00 3TOH. . .
pabome.

Oto cioBo cietesio ¢ ryo [emerpsl, Oyaro pyratenbcTBo. [epcedona crucHyna 3yob. OHa
YIUBUIIACH, KaK OBICTPO M OYPHO B HEW BCIIBIXHYJI THEB.

— D710 cTa)kupoBKa, Mama. Ecitu 51 cripaBitiock, TO mosydy padoTy, KOra 3aKOHYY YUUThCS.

JlemeTpa HaXMypHIIACh:

— Jloporasi, Tel e 3Haellb, Tebe He 00sA3aTesIbHO paboTaTh.

— Ara, KoHeuHo, — mpodopmoraia [lepcedona cede mox HoC.

— Yro ThI cKazana?

[Nepcedona noBepHyIach K MaTepy ¥ MPOU3HECIA yKe rpoMyUe:

— 4 sToro xouy. I y MeHs HEIUIOXO MOJIy4aeTcs.

—V 1ebs1 MHOTO Yero Heruioxo nosy4vaercs, Kopa.

— He nasbiBaii mens tak! — orpoiznynachk [lepcedona, u riaza ee marepu BenbixHy M. OHa yxe
BU/IeJIa STOT B3IJISI] — MPSIMO NIepe]] TeM, KaK MaTh BHICEKJIa OJJHY U3 CBOMX HUM( 3a TO, UTO YIIyCTHIa
ee U3 BUjy.

[Nepcedone He cien0Bao BHIXOAUTH U3 ce0s1, HO OHA He cMoIJIa ciepkarbesi. OHa HeHaBuIeIa
9T0 UMs. DTO OBUIO ee AeTCKOe MPO3BUIIE, M 3HAYMIIO OHO «JieBa». CaMo 3TO CJIOBO OBbLIO TIOI0OHO
TIOpbMeE, HO, UTO ellle XyKe, OHO HAIIOMUHAJIO €M, YTO, €CJT OHA MEPECTYIUT YEepTY, MPYThsl €€ KIETKH
TYT ke oTBepaeioT. OHa OblIa JMIIEHHOW Maruu Jodepbio odurtarensHunbl Omumvma. Kpome toro,
OHa 3aMMCTBOBaJIa Marvio CBOE! MaTepy, M Ta MPUBS3b Jiesiajia ee MoCIylIaHue MaTepu ere oosee
BaxHbIM. be3 uap lemerpsl [lepcecona He cMoryia Obl )KUTh B MUPE CMEPTHBIX, HE BbIJIaB CeOsl.

—IIpocTtn, Mmama, — BbIIaBIIIa OHA, HE VIS MaTep B IM1a3a. He motomy, 4to Obla paccTpoeHa,
a MoTOMY, YTO Ha CaMOM JieJie He YyBCTBOBasa ceOsi BUHOBATOM.

— O moit niBetok. S Tedst He BUHIO. — JleMeTpa MoJIoKWIa PyKU Ha IJIeUYH JI0Uepu. — ITO Bce
MUP CMEPTHBIX. DTO OH HAC ¢ TOOOU pa3zienser.
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— He roBopu riryniocreii, Mama, — B3goxHysa [lepcedona, 06XBaTHB JTaJoHAMU JIUIIO JleMeTphl.
[TpousHocs crnegyromye cinoBa, oHa Oblia 6osee yemM uckpeHHa: — Thl Bce, UTO Y MEHS eCTb.

JlemeTpa ynbIOHYIaCh, MONOKUB PYKH Ha 3arsicThs jouepr. MeTtka Auja cHoBa nipoxria [lep-
cepoHe pyKy. Matb cierka HakJIOHWJIaCh BIEpe/l, CJIOBHO XOTeJIa MoLesIoBaTh 104b B 1ieKy. Ho Bme-
CTO 3TOTO CKazaJa:

— ITomHu 06 3TOM.

ITocne sToro oHa ucuesina.

[Nepcedona BhIIOXHYNA, €€ TUIeUr OIMyCTHMIIMCh. Jlaxke Koraa el ObUIo HeYero CKpbiBaTh, OOIIe-
HHEe C MaTtepbio u3MarbiBajo. OHa Bce BpeMs ObUIa Ha B3BOJE, B MOCTOSTHHOW TOTOBHOCTH K TOMY,
YTO MaTh MIOCUMTAET HEMPHEMJIEMbIM Ha 3TOT pa3. Cryctsi Bpems [lepcedpona HauMHamA JyMaTh, YTO
M3JIMIIIHE HAKPYyTUIIa cedst 10 TIOBOJLY JI0CA/IHBIX CJIOB MaTepy, HO MHOTIA OHU PAaHWUJIH ee.

Omna oTorHaa HeMPUSATHBIE MBICIIH, COCPEIOTOUYMBIIIKCH HA BHIOOpE HAPsIIA ISl CETOAHSIIITHETO
IHSI — TIPEJIECTHOTO CBETJIO-PO30BOTIO IUIAThS C MPUCOOPEHHBIMU pyKaBaMH, Mapbl OesbIX Tydenb Ha
TaHKeTKe 1 Oesioll cyMouku. Ilepen BHIXOIOM OHA OCTAHOBMIIACH Y 3€pKajia, YTOObl BCMOTPETHCS B
CBOE OTpaKE€HHE, M CHSJIA Yapbl C BOJIOC U JIMIIA, BEPHYB ce0e KyApH U BECHYIIKH. BOruHs yibIOHy-
J1ach, CHOBA Y3HaB ceOsl.

[Nepcedona mokMHyNa KBAPTUPY U MOYYBCTBOBAJA ce0sl rOpa3/io CYaCT/IMBee, €Ba CTYIHB MO
yTpeHHee conHiie. Y [lepcedoHsl He ObUIO MaIIMHBI, HE ObLJIO Y Hee U CIOCOOHOCTHU TepeMeIaThes,
KakK y Jpyrux OOroB, Tak 4To, KOrJa ei HyKHO ObUIO J0Oparhcsi B Kakoe-To Mecto B HoBbix Adwu-
HaxX, OHa JIMOO IIIa MEeIIKOM, JIMOo caauiack Ha aBTo0yc. CeroqHs ObLIO TEIUIO, U OHA Pelluia Tpo-
TYJISITBCAL.

[Nepcedona moduia 3TOT ropof, MOTOMY YTO OH OBbUI COBEPILIEHHO HE TMOXOK Ha MECTO, I7e
OHa BBIpOCIIA. 3/1€Ch BO3BBIINAIMCH 3epKaJIbHbIE HEOOCK peObl, CBEpKaBILIKE B TEIUIbIX Jydax ['enmoca.
Myseu 31ech ObUTH HAINIOJIHEHBl UCTOPUsIMH, KoTopble TlepcedoHa y3Hana, TOMBKO Niepeexas B 3TOT
ropoz. 3nanHust ObUTM MTPOM3BEJCHUSIMHU UCKYCCTBA, ¥ K TOMY e IOYTH B KaXKJIOM KBapTaJie UMEJIHCh
CKYJbNTYPHI WK (poHTaHBI. [TOMMMO BCero 3Toro KamHsi, CTeKJ1a 1 MeTaJlla B TOPOJie MPOCTUPAIIUCDH
aKpbl MAPKOB C POCKOIIHBIMU CaJlaMU U JiepeBbsiMU, Tie [lepcedpoHa HepeaKo ryssiia 1o Beuepam.
Caexuii BO3yX HAIOMUHAJI €l O TOM, YTO OHA CBOOO/HA.

Ona crienana BOOX, MBITasiCh CIIPABUTHCS C BOTHeHHeM. Ho BHyTpu ee OyATo 3aTsSHYJICS y3em 13-
3a TaTYMPOBKH Ha 3arsicthe. Eif Hy)kHO ObUIO N30aBUTHCS OT Hee Mpesk/e, YeM ee 3ameTut [lemerpa,
MHa4e HECKOJIBKO JIET €e CBOOO/IBI 0OpaTATCS B BEUHOCTh B CTEKJITHHOM KOPOOKe.

OOBIYHO UMEHHO 3TOT cTpax 3acTaBisii [lepcedoHy OBITH OCTOPOKHOM.

3a MCKJIIOUEHWEM MPOIUION HOYM — HOYM, KOIJIa OHa TMOYYBCTBOBaja ceOsi OyHTapkou. U,
HECMOTpsI Ha 3Ty CTPaHHYIO METKY Ha Koxke, «HeHoub» 1 ee BIacTuTelh CTaii BceM, Yero OHa Korja-
00 Kemana.

Borune xoresock, 4TOOBI 3TO OBUIO HE TAK — XOTEJIOCh CUUTATh Anma orrajkusaonmM. OHa
’Kajena, 4to MpoBesia MPOILTYI0 HOYb B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX O TOM, KaK €ro TeMHbIE I71a3a U3ydallu ee
TeJI0, KaK e MPUIILIOCh 3aIIPOKUHYTh FOJIOBY, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHLCS C HUM B3IJISIIOM, KaK €ro U3SIIIHbIE
PYKH TacOBaJIM KapThl.

KakoBo 3T0 — 4yBCTBOBaTh 3TH JJIMHHBIE MaJIbLIBI HA cBOel Koxe? KakoBo oka3aTbCsi B €ro
00BATUSIX ?

[Nocne npomnwtoii Houw [lepcedona xoTena Toro, Yero He kejaja HUKoraa npesxie. Beckope ee
BOJIHEHHE CMEHMJIOCh OTHEM, CTOJIb HE3HAKOMBIM M CUJIbHBIM, YTO €i MOKa3ajioch, OyATO OHa BOT-
BOT OOpaTuTCs B Meme.

O 60zu. Tlouemy oHa BooOIIIe [ymaeT 06 3Tom?

OpnHo fieno currtath 00ra MEpTBBIX MPHUBJIEKATETIbHBIM, HO JCeaans €ro. .. 3T0 COBCEM JPYroe.
Mex 1y HUIMH HUYero He Morsio OeiTh. Ee MaTh HeHaBuziena Auia, 1 OOrMHS 3HaJIa — ei He HYKHO
ObLIIO JaKe CIpaIBaTh, — YTO OTHOIIEHHS MeX Iy HUMU o[ 3arpetoM. OHa Takke 3HaJla, YTO Marusi
ee MaTepy Hy)KHa eil OoJbllie, YeM YTOJIeHHE OrHsl, OyIIyIOIero BHYTPH.
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INepcedona gomua 10 AKporions: ero O1ecTsAnmi 3epKkabHbIi (pacasa ensa He ocenun ee. OHa
TIOJIHSIJTACh TIO HEBBICOKOH JIECTHHUIIE K IBEPSIM M3 CTeKJIa U 30J10Ta. Ha mepBoM sTaxe el mpHuiuioch
MIPOUTH Yepe3 psill TYPHUKETOB C OXPAHOH — 0OSI3aTeTbHBIM JIEMEHTOM KOMITAaHUM, Pa3MeIlaBIINXCSI
B MHOTOST2XXHOM 3/JaHUH, BKJTIOYAsI PEKJIAMHYIO KOMITAaHUIO 3eBca — KpeaTUBHOE areHTCTBO «Jlyo u
Open». [TounTarenn 3eBca HEPEIKO COOMPATHCH Y AKPOIOJs, HaJesaCh B3MJITHYTh Ha Oora rpoMa
XOTb OTHUM IJ1a3koM. OHaxIbI Tpymia 6e3yMIIeB JJaKe MOIBITAaIach B3STh 3IaHUE IITYPMOM, YTOObI
n00paThCsl 10 HEro, 4To ObLJIO OTYACTH UPOHUYHO, Bellb 3€BC peaKo ObIBajl B AKpOIIOJe, MPOBOJIS
OOGJIBIITYIO YacTh CBOETO BpeMeHH B ONMMITUH.

OpnHako areHTCTBO 3eBca ObUIO He eJMHCTBEHHBIM, HYKJaBIIMMCS B oxpaHe. «HoBocti HoBbix
Adwun» B cCBOe BpeMsl IOIHSIIA HECKOJIBKO CIIOKHBIX TEM — TAKHX, YTO MPUBEJHU B IPOCTh Kak OOTOB,
TaKk U cMepTHBIX. [lepcedoHa He ciplmana HA 00 OIHOM aKTe MECTH, HO, MPOXO/s Yepe3 OXpaHy,
MOHMMAJIa, YTO STU CMEPTHBIE OXPAHHUKK HE CMOTYT OCTAaHOBHUThH PAa3rHEBAHHOTO OOra, pBYIIErocs
Ha [IECTUECATHIN ITaK, YTOOBI OTOMCTHUTb.

[Nocne TypHMKETOB OHa BHIIUIA K PsAY JU(PTOB, KOTOPbIE AOCTABMIM €€ Ha HYXKHBIH 3Tak.
JIBepy OTKpPBUIHCH B OTPOMHOM BecTudIose ¢ BoiBeckor «HoBoctn HoBbix Admn». Ilox Heli pacro-
JIaraJicsi CTOJ U3 BBITHYTOTO CTEKJIA, M KpacuBasi AEBYIIKA C JUTMHHBIMHM TEMHBIMU JIOKOHAMH TIOTIPH-
BeTcTBOBaJIa ee yiblOkou. Ee 3Bam Banepu, [lepcedona momHmIa ee o codece10BaHuIo.

— IMepcedona, — mpousHecaa oHa, 00Xojs cTol. — Paia cHOBa TeOs BUIIETh. S TeOst TPOBOXKY.
JlemeTpuii yxe KIeT.

Banepu orsena IlepcedoHy B peakiiuio HOBOCTEN 3a CTEKJISIHHOM neperoponkoil. Heckonbko
CTOJIOB M3 MeTaJlJla ¥ CTeKJIa ObUTM pacCTaBJIeHbl 37€Ch POBHBIMU psijaMu. B momerneHny Kumesna
paboTa — TenedOoHbl 3BOHWIM, OyMaru mIypuiajim, Mo KJIABHIIaM CTYYald Majbllbl KYPHAIUCTOB U
PEIAKTOPOB, CO3JAIOIIMX OUepe/IHbIe CTaThi. B Bo31MyXxe pasnuBajics AyIIHbIA apomat Kode, CJIOBHO
BCE 9TO MecTo paboTtayno Ha kodenHe u yepHmwiax. OocraHoBKa npuBena [lepcedony B Tperner, u
cepmiie OerieHo 3a0MIoch y Hee B TPY/IH.

— Hackonbko s 3Ha10, Thl U3 YHUBepcuteta HoBbix AdwuH, — ckazana Banepu. — Korna y te6s
3aKaH4YMBaeTcs ydyeda?

— Yepes nomroza.

[Mepcedona yxe He pa3 mpeAcTaBisIa cede MOMEHT, KOria IPOUIET MO OOJIBIIION ClieHe, YTOObI
MOJTYYUTh JUIJIOM. DTO OyIeT KYJIbMUHAIIUS BPEMEHH, TPOBEJEHHOTO €10 CPEA CMEPTHBIX.

— Th1, HaBepHOE, K/IEIIb He JOKACIIbCS.

— Ara. — Ilepcedpona B3risiHyna Ha Banepu: — A Th1? CKoJIbKO TeOe ertie yIuThes?

— Eme nBa roga, — orBetniia Banepu.

— A Kak JI0T0 ThI 3/1€Ch?

— Okoro roz1a, — yIbIOHyIach OHa.

— [Inanupyenib ocTaThesl 371€Ch MOCIIE BHITYCKa?

— B 3TOM 3p1aHuM, 12, HO HA HECKOJIBKO 3TaXel BbIle — B KPEaTUBHOM areHTcTBe «Jlyd u
Opei», — ycMexXHy/1ach OHa.

A, TaKk ee kaaja pekJaMHasi KOMIaHus 3eBca.

Basiepu noctydana no oTKpbITON iBEpY KaOMHETa B TaJIbHEH YacTH 3aja:

— Hemerpuii, [lepcedona npuruia.

— Cnacu6o, Banepu, — kuBHyn [emerpuid.

HeBymika noBepHynach k [lepcedone, yIbIOHYIach M yaawiack. BoruHs Boluia B KaOWHET U
BIIEpBbIE B3IVIsIHYJIA HA CBOEro HoBoro 0occa, [lemerpust Astoca. OH ObUI cTapie, HO, OUYEBUIHO, B
CBOE BpeMsl pa30ouiI He oHO cepriie. Ero Boiockl ObLIM KOPOTKO CTPHKEHBI IO OOKaM, YyTh AJTMHHEE
CBEpPXY Y OTVIMBAIU ceuHON. OUKM B YEpHOH OMpaBe MpUIaBajid eMy yUeHblid BUI. YepTsl ero amua
[Nepcedona Ha3Basia OB yTOHUSHHBIMH — TOHKHE I'yOBI 1 MaTleHbKUIA HOC. OH ObLT BHICOKMM U XY/IBIM.
Oper Jlemerpuii OblT B rOyOyto pyOaiky, MUpOKUe OPIOKH 1IBETa XaKU M C TaJICTYKOM-0a00uKo
B TOPOIIIEK.
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— Ilepcedona, — ckazan oH, 000 CTOM U MPOTSHYB el pyKy. — Pan cHoBa Tebst BusieTh. Mbl
CUYACT/IMBBI, YTO ThI TETEPb C HAMHU.

— W s cuactmBa ObITH 311€Ch, MUCTEP ASTOC, — JIEBYIIIKA TI0KAJIa EMY PYKY.

— 30BU MeHs [lemeTpueMm.

— Xoporo... lemerpuii. — OHa He clepKaa YIbIOKH.

— Ioxanyiicra, npucaxupaiics! — OH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY CTYJIa, U OHA cefia. [lemerpuil npucen
Ha Kpail CBOEro CTona, 3aCyHyB PyKH B KapMaHbl. — Pacckaxu MHe o cede.

Korpa Ilepcedona Tonsko nepeexaia B HoBele AduHbl, OHa HEHaBUEIa STOT Bonpoc. B ToT
MOMEHT OHa MOIJIa TOBOPUTB JIMIIIb O CBOMX CTpaxax — 3aMKHYTBIX IIPOCTPAHCTB, OLIYIIEHHUsI 3arHaH-
HOCTH B JIOBYIIKY, JIU(TOB. CIycTsi BpeMsi OHa Habpasiach OIBITA, U €l CTaJIO MPOIIE OMpeessTh
ceOs1 TeM, UTO el HpaBUJIOCh.

— 4 crynentka Yausepcurera HoBbix ApuH. Mos crieriiaabHOCTb — KyPHAJIMCTUKA, U 5 3aKaH-
YUBAIO YUYUTHCS B Mae... — HayaJsla OHa, HO JleMeTpuil B3MaxHyJl PyKOi:

— Her, He 10, 4TO y)€ €CTh B pe3lOMe.

OH BCTpeTuIIcs C Held B3MISIIOM, M OHA 3aMETHJIA, YTO Y HEero roiyOble riiasa.

JlemeTpwii yIbIOHYICS:

— Kakas to1? Kakue y Te6s1 o001, nHTEpeCH?

— Ox! — OnHa mokpacHena ¥ Ha CEKyHAy 3ajJymajack. — S moOmo mevb. To moMoraeT MHe
paccnadbuThCs.

— IIpaBna? Ipomomkaii. Yto nMEHHO TeOe HpaBHUTCSI MeYb?

— Ha, mo mpaBe roBopsi, 4to yrogHo. Ceiuac st OTTauMBaI0 UCKYCCTBO MPUTOTOBJIEHUS caxap-
HOT'O TICYCHBSI.

OH noziHs1 OpOBH, He TepecTaBast yablOaThCs:

— VcKyccTBO MPUTOTOBJIEHUS caXapHOro neyeHbsi? Bot, 3HaunT, Kak?

— Jla, 1 BaM MOKaxy.

Ona nocraiia TesiedpoH 1 Halia Heckosibko pororpadguii. KoHeuHo ke, OHa CHUMaJIa TOJIBKO
JIydIlIie CBOY TBOPEHHS.

HemeTpuii B3s1 TesiepOH U TPOIUCTA]T CHUMKHU.

— O, kak 3g0poBo. OHM Benvkonenssl, [lepcedona.

OH BcTpeTuiics ¢ Hell B3IIs0M, Bo3Bpaiiiasi TesiedoH.

— Cnacu6o. — [epcedpona orpyraia cedsi 3a Ayparkyo yiablOKy, MOSBUBIIYIOCS Y Hee Ha JIUIIE,
HO Kpome JIeKchl el ellie HUKTO 3TOr0 He TOBOPHJIL.

— Urak, ThI JTIOOUIIL IIeYb. A 4TO ele?

— ¢1 moGmo ucath, — Mpu3HaIach oHa. — Pacckassl.

— Pacckaspbl? B cMmbiciie, XynokecTBeHHbIe?

- Ja.

— O mo6BU? — MPEATONIOKIII OH.

Tak mymasu GOJBIIMHCTBO JIOAEH, M pyMsiHell Ha Iekax [lepcedoHs! ei, mpsiMo cKaxeM, He
MOMOTaJI.

— BooOie-To, HeT. MHe HpaBsITCs A€TEKTUBBHI.

bposu [lemerpus cHOBa B3JI€TENN BBEPX.

— HeoxuganHo, — ckazas oH. — MHe 3To HpaBUTCS. Yero Thl k/Iellb OT 3TOM CTaXKUPOBKU ?

— [puksouenwii, — He ynepxanack ona. CJoBo cieresio ¢ ee ry0, Ho [lemerpuid, Kaxercs, OblT
JOBOJIEH.

— Ilpukmouenuii... — OH oromien ot crona. — Eciu Tel kaxjenb npukmodenuid, «HoBoctu
HoBbix Adpun» TeGe ux obdecneuar, [lepcedona. Ha 3T0i MO3UIMK THI CMOXKEIIb 3aHUMAThCS TEM,
YeM 3aXOuelllb, — BCE B TBOMX PyKax. 3axoyelllb JejaTh pPeropTaxu — Jejlail peropTaxu. Xouellb
PEeIaKTUPOBATh — PEAAKTUPYH. XOUellb IPUHOCUTh KO(e — TPUHOCH.
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INepcedona He cobupanack MPUHOCUTH KOe HUKOMY, Kpome ceOsi, HO He CTajla TOBOPUTH eMy
00 3ToM. OHa 1 He TyMaJia, YTO MOKET PUIATH B elrle OOJBIIMEI BOCTOPT, HO MoKa JlemMeTpuii roBOpuI,
ee HaKPbUIO BCETIOIJIONIAIOIIEe YyBCTBO, YTO 3TA CTAKUPOBKA U3MEHHT €€ KU3Hb.

— VBepeH, Thl 3Haelllb, YTO HAC HEPEIKO YIIOMUHAIOT B HOBOCTSIX. — OH KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS. —
WpoHNYHO, C y4eTOM TOTO, YTO Mbl M CAMUA HOBOCTHOM MCTOYHUK.

«HoBoctn HoBbix Acun» ObUTM U3BECTHBI OOJBIIMM KOJMYECTBOM MOJAHHBIX NMPOTHUB HUX
MCKOB. VX MOCTOSTHHO yIIpeKasy B pacpOCTPAaHEHUH MOPOYAIUX CBEACHHIA, KJIEBETE U BMEIIATE b~
CTBE B JIMUHYIO KU3Hb. TeM He MeHee 3TO ObUIM ellle He CaMble CTpalllHble OOBUHEHU S, BHIABUHYTHIE
MPOTUB KOMIIAHUH.

— 51 He Mor1a MOBEpUTH, KOTAa ATMOJUIOH OOBUHUJ BAaC B TOM, YTO BbI WieHbl Tpuasi, — oMo-
tasia rosioBou Ilepcedona.

Tpuana Obua rpyImoi CMEpTHHIX-0e300KHUKOB, aKTMBHO BBICTYTNABIIUX TPOTUB OOTOB U OIH-
pAIOIIUXCS HA YECTHOCTb, TIOOPYIO BOMIO U CBOOOTY. 3€BC OOBSIBIII MX TEPPOPUCTUIESCKON OpraHmn3a-
IIUEH U YyIpoKal CMEPTHIO BceM, KTO OyieT MoMMaH Ha MX IpoTiaraHe.

— O pa. — [lemerpwuii ogHsUT OPOBU ¥ TIOTEP 3a/IHIOK YacTh mier. — [1oHbIiA a0cypi, KOHEYHO,
HO JIIOIX BCE PaBHO B 3TO BEPSIT.

[Noxanyi, Xyaiiee BO BCeM 3TOM ObLJIO TO, UTO B pe3y/ibTaTe pelleHrs 3eBca BepyIoliye opra-
HU30BAJIU KYJIbThI, HAYAJIM OXOTY Ha CBOUX K€ U YOMJIM HECKOJIBKMX YEJIOBEK, OTKPBITO 3asBJISBIIUX O
cBoeM 6e300:xuu. [1pr 3TOM MX He BOTHOBAJIO, ObLIH Te YieHaMu Tpuapl WM HeT. DTo ObUIO yXKac-
HOE BpeMsl, a 3eBC BBICTYITIII MPOTUB KYJIBTOB ¢ OonbiimM ono3nanueM. «HoBoctu HoBbix AdpuH»
caMu 00 3TOM paccKa3au.

— M1 umem npasny, [lepcedona, — npousnec demerpuii. — B npasae cuia. Tel xouens cuibl?

OH faxe He MPeCTaByIsiI, O YeM CIpaIIuBall.

— Jla, — cka3zana oHa. — 5l Xouy CUJIBL.

Ha stot pa3, ynsiOHyBIIUCh, [lemeTpuil 00HaKUIT 3yObl.

— Torna Tel 31€Ch TPEyCIEeIlIb.

Hemetpwii mokazain [lepcedoHe ee CTos, KOTOPHIN CTOSUT PSAIOM ¢ ero kabuHeroMm. OHa moJio-
KWJ1a CYMOYKY M Hadasia oOyCTpauBaThCs: TIPOBEPUJIA SIIUKU, OTMETHUIA, YTO U3 KAHLITOBAPOB IS
PaboTHI €l HY)KHO MOMPOCUTH WM KyNHTh. Ha CTEKJISIHHON MOBEpXHOCTH CTONA JIekKal HOBEHbKUIA
HOYTOYK. Ero moBepxHocTh OblIa MPOXJIATHOM, M KOT/Ia AEBYIIKA €r0 OTKPbLIA, HA TEMHOM SKpaHe
OTPA3WJIOCh JIMIIO MYKYMHBI 1o3aau Hee. OHa TMOBEpPHY/IaCh Ha CTyJIe M BCTPETUJIACH B3MJISAOM C
Mapoy OKPYIJIMBIIMXCS OT YAUBJICHHS IJ1a3.

— AZIOHHC, — IPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Ilepcedpona. — OH BBHIIAAGNT TaK K€ MPUBJIEKATENBHO, KaK U MPOIUIONW HOYBIO, HO Oosee
poeCCHOHAIIBHO: B JIABAHIOBOM pyOalllke U ¢ KPYXKKOi Kode B pyke. — 1 ¥ He 3HaJI, 4TO Thl HAII
HOBBII CTaXep.

— A s He 3Hasa, YTO THI TYT paboTaelib, — YIbIOHYIaCh OHA.

— 41 crapimii penoprep, B OCHOBHOM 3aHMMAIOCh Pa3BJIEYEHUSIMH, — CAMOJOBOJILHO MTPOM3HEC
oH. — Ham Te0s He XBaTasio, MpOIUTBIM BEYEPOM Thl TaK HEOKUIAHHO YIIUIA.

— O na, npoctu. $1 xoTena NOAroOTOBUTHCS K CBOEMY MEPBOMY JIHIO.

— He Oyny 1e6s 3a 310 BUHUTH. Hy, 106p0 NOKaioBarh.

— Anonuc, — obparmics kK Hemy JlemeTpuii, Bo3Bpamiasich K cebe B KaOUHET, — Thl He MOT' Obl
ycrpouTh [lepcepoHe IKCKypcuIo 1o Hallemy 3Taxy?

— C ynoBonbsctBueM. — [TapeHs yinsionysics eit: — ['otoBa?

INepcedona nocnenoBaia 3a AJOHUCOM, TOTOBAsI OKYHYThCSI B IMHAMUYHYIO OOCTAHOBKY CBO-
ero HoBoro ocuca. OHa OblTa pajia yBUIETh 3HAKOMOE JIMIIO, Jake HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OHA BCTpe-
THJIa €ro TOJIBKO Buepa. biarogapsi sTomy et 31ech ObUIO Kak-TO KOM(OpTHEE.

— D10 paboyass KOMHATA. 3/1eCh N3YUYalOT MOCTYAIOIILYI0 MH(DOPMAIIIO 1 TTPOBOAAT PACCiIe/io-
BaHMsI, — CKa3aJl OH.
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Jlionu nopHMMaNM B3Rl OT CBOMX 9KPAHOB, KOrJa OHU C AJIOHUCOM IMPOXOAWIM MHUMO,
MaxaJi U yasioanuck [lepcedone. ATOHUC yKa3all Ha 3aCTEKJICHHbIE KOMHATHI:

— DT0 KOMHaTHhI JJisl POBEJECHUs UHTEPBbIO U KOHGepeHmid. CronoBasd. Komnara otpixa. —
OH yKa3aj1 Ha OrpPOMHBIH 3271 C yIOOHBIMU 30HAMH OT/ABIXA U TEIUIBIM MPUTITYIIIEHHBIM cBeTOM. I1po-
CTPAHCTBO OBLJIO OYEHb YIOTHBIM, M TaM YK€ CHJEM HECKOJIBKO JTIOJeH.

— Tel, BO3MOXHO, IIPEANIOYTELIb TUCATh 3[1ECh, KOIa MOSIBUTCS TaKasi BO3MOKHOCTb.

AntoHuC moKaza ef mKag ¢ KaHIITOBapaMH, M OHA B3s1J1a PYy4KH, CTUKepbl 1 OIOKHOTHI. [Tomo-
ras [lepcepoHe oTHeCTH Bce 0OPATHO K €€ CTOJTY, OH YTOUHHII:

— A Kako¥l BH[ KypHAJMCTUKU TeOe UHTepeceH?

— $1 CKJIOHAI0CH K 5KYPHAJIMCTCKUM PACC/ieJOBaHUSM, — OTBETUJIA OHA.

— O, mereKkTHBHI, 1a?

— MHe HpaBUTCS UCCIIEA0BATD.

— Kakoii-T0 KOHKpeTHBIN 0OBEKT? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

Auo.

Wwms Gora BHE3arHO BCIUIBUIO B €€ TOJIOBE, M OHA TOHSJIA, YTO 9TO U3-32 METKM y Hee Ha
3ansictbe. OHa CTPACTHO XkeJlasla CHOBa nonacTb B «HeHoub» 1 BBISICHUTD, UTO OHA 3HAYMIIA.

— Her, MHe npocTo... HpaBUTCS pelarh 3arajiku, — noxasa rjedyamy JeBYIIKa.

— Hy, Toraa, BO3MOXHO, Thl IOMOXEIIIb HaM BBISICHUTb, KTO BOPYET €y U3 XOJIOAWJIbHUKA B
CTOJIOBOM.

Iepcedona paccmesinace.

Y Hee NoOsABUJIOCHh YYBCTBO, UTO €H 3/1€Ch TIOHPABUTCS.
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I'naa IV. KonTpakr

Mesnsiue yem yepes vac nocie yxona u3 Axponons Ilepceona yxe crosna nepeq 31aHUEM
«HeHoumn» ¥ cTyuana B 6e3ynpeunyio uepHyIo qeepb. OHa rpuexara cioa Ha aBTo0yce, 1 3Ta roe3/ika
enBa He cBesia ee ¢ yMa. OHa He MoIIa CIIOKOMHO CUAETh. B rosiose nepemernaimch Bce BUJbl CTPaxoOB
Y TPEBOT, KACAIOIIMXCs METKU. Bbul i1 3TOT Opacier KakuM-To... npumsazanuem? Bbul 1 OH Yyem-
TO, YTO TeNephb CBSI3BIBAJIO €€ QYIIY C MOA3eMHbIM napctBoM? Wik 3T0 ObLT OOUMH U3 €ro yKacHBIX
KOHTPAKTOB?

Ona cobupasachk 3TO BBISICHUTb, €CJI KTO-HUOYAb YK€ HAKOHEI] OTKPOET 3Ty YepTOBY JIBEpb!

— Ay! — kpukHy”na oHa. — EcTb Tam KTO-HUOYIH?

Ona npopoikana 6apabaHuTh B IBEPb, TIOKa Y Hee He 3a0osenu pyKu. M Kkoraa oHa yxke rotoBa
ObL1a caThes, ABEpb BAPYT pacnaxHysack. Ha Hee 3100HO BO33puJICs Orp, CTOSIBILIMIA BUEpa Ha BXOJIE.
[Tpu cBete qHS OH BBINIAAEN e Ooree yxkacatore. ToscTast Koxka CBUcasia CKJIaIKaMHi BOKPYT €ro
1Ien, U OH CMOTPEJI Ha He€ CBOMMM MaJIEHbKUMM COLLYPEHHBIMU [JIa3KaMHU.

— Yero tebe Ha/l0? — IpOpBIYA OH, X OT Hee He YCKOJb3HYJIO, YTO OH MOT OBl OIHOM pyKOM
pa3faBUTh €1 Yeper.

— MHe HyXHO IOrOBOPUTH C AUZIOM, — IIPOU3HECIIA OHA.

Orp ycraBuiics Ha Hee, a IOTOM ITPOCTO 3aXJIONHYJ JBEPb.

70 ee Mo-HaCTOsIIEMY B30ECHIIO.

Omna cHOBa 3aKOJIOTWJIA B JBEPD.

— IIpunypok! Biycrtu mens!

Oma Bcerga 3Hajia O CyIIECTBOBAaHMM OIPOB M YMTAJIa O HEKOTOPBIX MX CIA0OCTAX B KHHUTaX
bubmorekn Apremuipl. OfHa U3 HUX 3aKjI0Yajack B TOM, YTO OTPbl HEHABUAEIH, KOT/Ia UX 003bI-
BaJIN.

Orp cHoBa pacniaxHy’ J1Bepb U 3apbluail Ha IlepceoHy, 064aB ee MO THUIBIM JIBIXaHHUEM.
OH HaBepHsIKa JyMaJl, YTo 3TO ee OTIyIHET, Bellb, BHE BCKMX COMHEHHUIA, 3TO Bcerja cpabaTbiBao,
HO TosbKO He Ha [lepcedone. MeTka Ha 3amsicTee Belna ee Biepea. Ha koHy Obuta ee cBodoza.

— 51 Tpedy1o, uyToOBI ThI BIycTUI MeHs1! — OHa BaBWIa HOI'TH B CBOM JIaJjoHU. [Topa3mbinuisiia,
CKOJIbKO CBOOOZIHOTO MeCTa €CTh B IBEPHOM npoeMe. CMOXET JI OHa MTPOCKOJIB3HYTh MUMO OTPOM-
Hoii TBapu? Ecim oHa OyneT IBUraThesi I0CTaTOYHO OBICTPO, U3-32 CBOMX Pa3MEpOB OH, BO3MOXKHO,
MOTEPSET PAaBHOBECHE.

— K10 THI TaKas, cMepTHasi, YT0OB TPEOOBATH AyIUEHIIMH Y O0ra MEpTBBIX ? — CIIPOCHIIO CyIIIe-
CTBO.

— Tsou n0pa OcTaBWII HA MHE METKY, M1 MHE HAaJO C HUM CEPbE3HO MIOTOBOPUTD.

Cy1iecTBo paccMesisioch, M €ro I1a3a-0yCUHKH 3aUCK PUJIUCh.

— Tebe ¢ HUM HAJI0 CEPHE3HO MOTOBOPUTH?

— Ha, mue. Briyctu meHs !

C Kax/10i1 CEeKyH/I01 OHa Bce OOJIbIIIe BHIXOAWIA U3 ceOsl.

— MBI 3aKpBITBI, — OTBETUJIO cyIIecTBO. — [Ipuaercs Tedbe npuiiTu B Jpyrou pas.

— 41 He yiiny. Briyct MeHs ceiuac ke, Thl, OOJBIIION YPOIIUBBII Orp!

INepcedona oco3Hana cBOO OMIMOKY cpa3y, Kak TOJbKO CJI0Ba cJeTeNu y Hee ¢ ry0. JInio tBapu
n3MeHwI0ch. OH CXBaTWJI €€ 3a LIEI0 U NOAHSIT HaJ 3€MJIEH.

— K10 TH1? — psiBKHYN OH. — KoBapHas maseHpkass Humda?

JleByIiIka BLENMIACh HOI'TSIMU B CTAJIbHYIO KOXY OT'pa, HO OH JIMILb IITy0e BIABUJI CBOM MSCHU-
CThIE MasbLpBl €M B ropio. OHa He MOIJIa JbIIlaTh, Ha I71a3ax MPOCTYIHJIM CJIE3Bl, U €AUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO €il 0CTaBaI0Ch, — COPOCUTH CBOU Yaphl.

Korga ee pora cranm 3aMeTHbl, CO3JaHUE TYT ke BBITYCTUIIO €€ U3 Jiall, CJIOBHO OHa ero 00o-
xria. Ilepcecpona nokaunynace 1 cuenana riyookuid Box. OHa npukaia pyKy K CBOEMY HEXHOMY

30



C. Cenrt-Kisp. «IIpuKOoCHOBEHUE ThbMbI»

rOpJty, HO YCTOSUJIa HA HOTaX M THEBHO BO33PWJIACh HA OTpa B CBOEM HacTosiieM oOmke. OH OmyCTh
71232, He cMesl IOCMOTPETh Ha Hee M BCTPETUTHCS B3IISIIOM C €€ HEeCTECTBEHHO SIPKUMHU IJ1a3aMHu.

— 51 lepcedona, GOrvHs BECHBI, U €CIIU Thl XOUEIllb COXPAHUTh CBOI0 CKOPOTEYHYIO JKM3Hb, ThI
MOTYMHUIIIBCS] MHE.

Ee ronoc npoxat. Ee Bce elrie Tpsiciio rmocie Toro, Kak orp 4yTh He 3aaymui ee. ClioBa, 4To oHa
UCTIONB30BaJIa, MPUHAIEKAIN ee MaTepr. Ta Mpou3Heca ux, yrpoxasi CMpeHe, KOTopasi 0TKa3asach
1oMoYb eil HaiiTh notepsiinytocs [lepcedony. Massliika cuena Bcero B HeCKOJIBKHX Iarax ot HUX,
npstyack 3a Kyctom. OHa ycrplinana pe3kue cjoBa MaTepy M 3allOMHIJIA — 3Has1, YTO O3 Marmyeckux
CUJI clloBa OYIyT €€ eAMHCTBEHHBIM OpPYKHEM.

JIBepb mo3aau orpa pacnaxsynack. TOT cenan mar B CTOPOHY M yNaJsl Ha KOJICHH, YBUJIEB B
npoeMe Auza.

V Ilepcedonsl nepexBaTuiio JpixaHue. Bech IeHb ero oOpa3 CTosi1 y Hee nepes I1a3amMu, OHa
BCTIIOMMHAJIA €T0 JIeTaHTHBIE, HO MpayHble YyepThl. M TeM He MeHee TO, UTO OHa COXPaHMJIA B TIaMSITH,
OBLJIO JIHIITH OJIETHOM TEHBIO ero peabHOM BHeIHOCTH. [lepcedoHa Oblia yBepeHa, uTo Ha HeM TOT ke
KOCTIOM, UTO ¥ HaKaHyHe, HO TaJICTYK OOJITaJICs Ha Iiee pa3BsI3aHHBIM, a MYTOBUIIBI PYOAIIKH ObLIH
paccTerHyTh Ha Iiee, ciierka oOHaxast rpyab. Kak OyaTo ero oTBieK/IM BO BpeMsl pa3aeBaHMsl.

[ToTom OHa BCIOMHMIIA JKEHIIMHY, YTO OOHMMaJIa ero 3a tanmio, — Mungy. Bo3moxkHO, oHa
npepBaja ux JoOoBHbIE UTPbl. OT 3TOI MBICIM OHA WCMBITAJIA OTPOMHOE YAOBJIETBOPEHHUE, XOTh U
3HaJIa, YTO €M JOJKHO OBITh BCE PaBHO.

— Jlenu Iepcedona, — ero ronoc 66T HU3KUM U COOTa3HUTENBHBIM, TaK YTO OHA TIOEKUIIACh.

Boruns 3actaBuiia cesi OTKPBITO B3MISIHYTh €MY B IJIa3a — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU OBbUTH PaBHBI,
Y OHA XOTeJia, YTOObI OH 3HAJI 3TO, BeIb OHAa COOMPAIach MPeIbsIBUTh CBOM TpeOoBaHus. OHa oOHa-
PyXuia, 9To AW U3yvaeT ee, CKIOHUB rojioBy HaOOK. [loj ero B3mIsioM ee HacTosIasi BHEITHOCTb
BAPYTI CTaja Jjisl Hee YeM-TO OYEeHb JIMUHBIM, U €l 3aXOTeIOCh CHOBA CIIpSTAThCs 3a Yapamu. OHa
COBEpIIMIIA OIMMOKY — BIaJla B THEB U OTYAsIHUE, BbIIAB CeOsl.

— Jlopn Aup, — BoigaBuna Ilepceona, KopoTko KuBHYB. OHa HCHbITaNIa TOPAOCTH 3a cebsl,
MOTOMY UTO €€ TOJI0C He APOKaJl, XOTsI BHYTPH €€ BCIO TPSCIIO.

— Musopn, — Orp OIyCTHII TOJIOBY, — 51 HE 3HaJI, YTO OHA OOrMHs. f TOTOB MOHECTH HAKa3aHUE
3a CBOU JEUCTBUS.

— Hakazanue? — nepecnipocuna Ilepcedona, ayBcTBys ceOs1 Oe33alUTHOM, CTOSI B JHEBHOM
CBETE PSIZIOM C KJIyOOM. AMJ] HEOXOTHO TepeBet B3MIsA ¢ OOTMHU Ha Orpa.

— S mopHsAN pyKy Ha OOTMHIO, — CKa3aJl MOHCTP.

— U xeHmuHy, pa3 yX Ha TO Tomnuio, — 6e3pagoctHo aodasmi Auj. — 51 pazdepych ¢ ToOoM
nos:xe. [Ipomy, neau Iepcedona. — OH orcrynmi, npomnyckas ee B «HeHoub».

Oma marnysia B TeMHOTY, U JBEPb 110311 Hee 3aKpblulack. Bo3myx ObUT TSKETbIM, 3apsKeHHBIM
HarpsiKeHHeM, KOTOpoe OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa y ce0si BHYTpPH, U HACHIIIIEHHBIM 3anaxoM Auna. Eil xote-
JIOCh CeNaTh B/IOX Y HATIOMHUTh UM CBOM Jierkue. BMecTo 3Toro oHa 3ajepskaia JbIXxaHue.

OH 3aroBopwJI IpsIMO y €€ yXa, ¥ OHa OIIyTHJIa Ha CBOEH KOXe Jiervaiiee KacaHue ero ryo.

— A BbI IIOJIHBI CIOPIPU30B, 10POrasi.

[lepcedona caenana pe3kuid BIOX U pa3BepHY/IACh K HEMY JIMIIOM, HO AUa psJIOM C HEHl yxe
He ObUT0. OH OTKPBUI IBEPh U KJAJT, KOTIa OHA BOWIET B KJIyO.

— INocne Bac, GoruHs, — cKazau OH. DTO CJIOBO MPO3ByUYaso Oe3 HACMEIIKH, HO B €ro roioce
CKBO3WJIO JIDOOMBITCTBO.

JleByIiIka rmporuia MUMo Oora U CTyruia Ha OaJIKOH, BRIXOASIIINIA Ha MyCTOH IJIaBHBIN 3aj1. Tam
Hapuia ueasibHasl YMCTOTA, MOJIbl OTHOMMPOBAHbI, CTOIMKM HATepTHl 10 Onecka. Kazanock HeBo3-
MOXHBIM TPEICTaBUTD, UTO €Ille BUepa BEUEPOM TO MECTO OBUIO 3a0UTO JIIOABMH.

Ona noBepHyJach 1 yBHUeaa K ayiero ee Auga. Koraa oHu BCTpeTUIUCh T71a3aMH, OH TTOIIE
10 CTYNEeHbKaM BHU3, M OHA MOCJIeJOBAIa 32 HUM.

31



C. Cenrt-Kisp. «IIpuKOoCHOBEHUE ThbMbI»

OH nepecek 3aJ1 ¥ HAPaBUJICSI K BUHTOBOM JIECTHUIIE, BeAyIler Ha BTopol atax. [lepcedpona
OCTaHOBHJIACH B HEPEITUTEILHOCTH.

— Kyna mbl ugem? — cnpocusia oHa.

OH noBepHYJICS K HEel:

— B moii oduc. 51 mogymait, To, 94TO BBl XOTUTE MHE CKa3aTh, TpeOyeT MPUBATHOCTH.

OHa OTKpbLIa U 3aKpbLIa POT, OKUHYB B3IJISOM ITyCTOM KJIyO.

— Kaxercs, 31ech 10CTaTOUHO MPUBATHOCTH.

— Her, — otBetun Auj v IBUHYJICS BBEpX MO CTyINEHbKaM, HUYero Oospie He ropopsi. OnHa
TIOIILJIA CJIEJIOM.

Koraa oHM mogHsIMCh, OH CBEPHYIT HATPABO — B MTPOTHUBOIIONIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY OT TOTO 3aJia, I/e
OHa MOOBIBAJIA MPOIILTBIM BEUYEPOM, — K UEPHOM CTeHe, UCKYCHO YK partieHHo# 3010ToM. [Tepcedona He
MOTJIa IOBEPUTD, UTO HE 3aMETHJIA ee TIpexkie. 30JI0TOH pelibedd Ha ABYX OOJIBIIHX ABEPAX N300paska
JIO3BI ¥ 1IBETHI, OOBHBaloIIMe ABY3yoOen Anaa. OcTanbHble YaCTU CTEHBI ObUIM PACIHCAHBl 30JI0THIM
[IBETOYHBIM Y30POM.

Ei1, HaBepHOe, HE CIe0BAJIO TaK YIUBIIATHCS, YTO OOT MEPTBBIX MPEAIOUNTAN YKpaIaTh UHTE-
pbep IIBETaMU — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €0 CUMBOJIOM OBUT HapIIUCC.

Barsn [Nepcedonbl 661 MPUKOBaH K AWy, KOTa TOT OTKPBLT OHY U3 30JI0YEHBIX JBEpe.
Oma He ropena eJlaHeM OCTaBaThCsl C HUM HaeIMHe B 3aMKHYTOM IpocTpaHcTBe. OHa He ToBepsijia
CBOMIM MBICJISIM U CBOEMY TeJTy.

Ha stot pa3 6or no3sai ee:

— BrI Oynere kommebaThes Ha KaxoM mmary, jieau [lepcedona?

Omna 6pocuiia Ha Hero HeTOBOJIbHBINA B3IJISL:

— MHe npocTo oueHb MOHPABUJICS Balll JEKOp, Jopa Auf. 5 He 3ameTHsia ero mpoIuIbIM Beve-
pom.

— JIBepu B MOM ITOKOM BCET/1a CKPBITH B paboure 4achl Kiyda, — OTBETHII OH M YKa3aJl Ha OTKPbl-
TYIO JiBepb: — Tak mbl ugem?

Boruns coGpaina BCo CBOIO XpaOpocTh W JABMHYJACh Briepen. OH OCTaBWII €l He TaK MHOTO
CBOOOJHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA, TAK UTO, BXO/AS B KOMHATY, OHa 3aJieja ero.

Okxkazasimck B opuce Auna, [Tepcedpona oOpatria BHUMaHME HA OKHA, BHIXOJISIIIE HA OCHOB-
HOM 3aJ1 Ki1y0a. OKOH, CMOTPSAIIMX Ha YIUILY, 37€Ch He ObUIO, HO KOMHATa Oblila 3aJUTa TETUIBIM CBe-
TOM U Ka3ajach CTPAHHO YIOTHOW, HECMOTPSI HA YEPHBI MPaMOPHBIH 1o1. MOXeT, 3T0 ObLJIO KaK-TO
CBSI3aHO C KAMUHOM Y CTeHBI. [{uBaH 1 Ba Kpeciia co3/1aBasiv YIOOHBIN YTOJIOK JIs1 OT/IbIXA, SCTETHKE
KoMopTa cocoOCTBOBAT MEXOBOM KOBEp Ha 1ojy. B asibHeM KOHIIe KOMHATBI, CJIOBHO TPOH, BO3-
BBIIIIAJIACh OTPOMHAsi OOCUIMAHOBAs TUINTA, CIyXuBIIass Augy cronoM. Ha Hem He ObUTO HU Oymar,
HU (otorpadmii. Eii crano uHTEpecHo, Monb30BaJICs M UM BoOOIIe AW UM ke OH CTOSUT TYT JJIs
KPacoTHl.

[psiMo mepen Hel OKa3aJICsl CTONHMK, a HA HEM — Ba3a C KPOBABO-KPACHBIMHU 1[BETaMH. BoruHs
3aKaTWIa I71a3a MpH BUJIE 3TOro OyKeTa.

Awun 3akpb aBepb, 1 [epcedona Hanpsriacs. CtaHoBuIoch onacHo. Eit HykHO ObLJIO HAacTO-
SITh Ha Pa3roBOpe BHU3Y, Iiie ObUIO OOJIBIIE MPOCTPAHCTBA, I7Ie OHA CIIOCOOHA ObLIa MBICIUTH OoJiee
Pa3yMHO U JIBIIIATh, HE BTATMBasi B ceds ero 3anax. OH MeAJIeHHO TOJOIIe K Held, ¥ €€ TeJIO BhITSI-
HYJIOCh B CTPYHY.

Awun ocraHoBwiicsi. OH BHUMATEIbHO BCMATPUBAJICS B €€ JIMIO, Ha OO CeKYH/IBI 3a1epkKaB-
IIMCh Ha ee rydax, Mpex/ie YeM CITyCTUThCS K Iee. Koraa oH mpoTsHya pyKy, 4YTOObl KOCHYThCS €€,
nanonb [lepcedoHbl COMKHYNIACh Y HEero Ha 3amsictbe. OHa He CTONBKO 0O0sIach ero, CKOJIbKO co0-
CTBEHHOW PEaKIM Ha ero MPUKOCHOBEHHE.

VIX B3MIs1/161 BCTPETUITHCE.

— OH BaM HUYEro He MOBpeuI? — CIIpoCcu AU,
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— Her, — oTBeTunia oHa, ¥ OH KMBHYJI, OCTOPOKHO BBICBOOOIMB PyKy M3 ee XBaTKH. OH mepecek
KOMHaTy — Kak npeanonoxuia [lepcedpona, 4ToObl 00eCTieunTh JUCTAHITUIO MEXIY HUMHU.

[ToTom oHa BCMOMHMIIA, YTO BCE €llle CTOUT Iepell HUIM B CBOEM MCTUHHOM OOJMKe, M Havalia
MOTHUMATb Yaphbl.

— O, HEMHOTO TO3/IHOBATO JJIsi CKPOMHOCTH, BaM He KaxeTcsi? — A IPOH3UI €€ B3MISI0OM
TEMHBIX IJ1a3.

OH pa3Bsi3aj rajctyk, ¥ OOruHs HaOJIoIaa, KaK TOT COCKAIb3BIBAET C €ro IIeH, MPekIe YeM
B3IJISIHYTh eMy B a3a. OH He ycMexalicsl, Kak OHa oxujana. Beipakenue ero juma ObuIo. .. JUKUM.
Kak y ronogHoro ;)kMBOTHOTO, HAKOHEIT 3arHABIIETO CBOIO KEPTBY B JIOBYIIIKY.

OHa crioTHyna.

— 4 Bam nomerana?

Ona He ObLJTa yBEpeHa, YTO XOUeT yCIbIIATh OTBET.

VYrosok ero pra npurogHsAIC.

— 41 cobuparics Jiedb B MOCTEITb, KOT/IA YCIBIIIAN, KaKk Bbl TpeOyeTe BITyCTUTh Bac B MOM KJTyO.

B nocrens? Ho Benp yxe MonaeHb.

— IpencraBbre cebe Moe yIuBIIeHUE, KOT/Ia 1 OOHAPYKIII Y CBOMX JIBepeld OOTHMHIO, C KOTOPO
MO3HAKOMMJICS TTPOIILTBIM BEUEPOM.

— DTO roproHa Bam ckazasa?

Oma 1marHysa Brepe]i, CBUpero B3upasi Ha Hero. ['yObl Anjia M30THY/IUCh B YJIBIOKE.

— Her, 9Bpuana MHe Hudero He roBopuia. f y3Han maruio [Ilemerpsl, HO Bbl He ObuTH lemer-
poii. — OH CHOBa CKJIOHMJI TOJIOBY HaOOK. — Korza BbI yluty, st CBepuICs ¢ HECKOJIIBKUMU TEKCTaMH.
S m 3a6bu1, uTO Y lemeTpsl ecTh A0oub. S mpeamonoxui, uro Bl [lepcedona. Bompoc B Tom, mouemy
BBl HE I0JIb3YeTeCh CBOEH Marvei?

— W noatomy BBI crienan 3T0? — pe3Ko CIPOCHIA OHA, CHUMasi OpacyieT, KOTOPhIM 3aKpblia
METKY Ha CBOEH KOXe, U IIOIHUMas pyKy.

AnJ yXMBUIBHYJICS.

Ha camom oene yxmvinvHyacs.

[Nepcedone xoTenoch HaKMHYThCS HA Hero. OHa ckaia pyKH 1o OoKam, yToObl He OPOCHUTHCS
K HEMy uepe3 BCI0 KOMHaATY.

— Her, — ckazait oH. — DT0 pe3y/bTaT TOro, 4To Bbl MHE ITPOUTPAIIH.

— Bbl inib yuuau MeHst Urpath, — BO3pa3uiia OHa.

— D710 hopManbHOCTH. — Anj noxau riedamu. — [IpaBuia «Henoun» Gosee yem Mpo3payHsl,
OoruHsI.

— OHM KaKkue yroJHo, TOJIBKO He MpOo3payHble, a Bb Mep3aBel!

VY Aupa notemHenu rmasza. Buaumo, 063bIBaTebCTBAa HPABUIIMCH €MY He OOJIbIIIe, YeM OrpaMm.
OH OTTOJNKHYJICS OT CTOJIa U 3aiarai npsamo K Heit. [lepcedona Ha mar orcTynuia.

— Bynbre nosesxmseit, [lepcedpona, — ckazan OH U MPOTSAHYN PYKY K ee 3ansacThio. OH 00Ben
naJjiblieM OpacJieT, 3aCTaBUB ee 3apoxaThb. — [IpuriiacuB MeHs 3a CBO¥ CTOJI, Bbl BCTYIUJIU B COIJIa-
meHre. Eciy Obl BBl BBIMTPAJM, TO CMOTJIH ObI IOKMHYTh «HeHoub» 6e3 Kakux-JM00 MOCIe/ICTBUI.
Ho BBI He BHIMTpasIH, Tak YTO y HAC C BAMU KOHTPAKT.

Ona criioTHy 1, nepedrpasi B aMsITH BCE Te Y)KacHbIe BEIIIY, YTO CIIBIIAIA O KOHTPaKTax Ania
Y HEBBIMOJIHUMBIX YCIIOBUSIX. Kakyio TbMy OH BBITALIIUT U3 TIYOUHBI €€ TyIu?

— W 4urto 310 3HauMT? — Ee rosnoc 3Byyas no-npexHeMy pe3ko.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO 51 IOJKEH O3BYUYHTH YCIIOBUSI.

— 51 He xouy 3aKJTIOYaTh C BAMHM KOHTPAKT, — MPOIIEANIA OHA CKBO3b 3yObl. — CHUMUTE METKY !

— 4 He mory.

— Bbl ee Ha MHE OCTaBWIIM, 3HAUUT, MOXETE U CHSATb.

Ero ryObl M30rHY/UCE.

— BuI cunTaere, 310 CMEIIHO?
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— Ox, moporasi, BbI Iaxe He Tpe/cTaBiseTe. . .

CroBo «Jioporasi» CKOJIB3HYJIO TIO ee KOXe, U JICBYIIIKa BHOBb Moexkwiack. OH, KakXeTcs, 9TO
3aMeTHJI, IIOTOMY YTO YJIBIOHYJICS €Ille UyTOUKY IIHpe.

— 41 Goruns, — monpodoBasia OHa CHOBA. — MBI PaBHBI.

— Bbl nymaere, KpoBb MEHSIET TOT (DAKT, YTO BBl JOOPOBOJIBLHO 3aKJIIOYMIIM CO MHOW KOHTPAKT?
Takue Bemy — 3akoH, Ilepceona. — OHa 37100HO B3MIIsAHY/IA Ha Hero. — MeTKa MCYe3HeT, Koraa
KOHTPaKT OyAeT BhINONHEH. — OH POU3HEC 3TO TaK, CIOBHO OT 3TOTO €M IOJKHO ObLIO CTaTh JIerye.

— U kakoBsl Bamm ycnoBusi? — To, 4To OHa cripocuiia, elne He 3Ha4YnjI0, YTO OHA COTJIACHTCSI.

Awup crucHyn yemoctd. OH CJIIOBHO TBITANICS cedst 00y37aTh — MOXKET, OH He MPHBBIK, YTOOBI
eMy IpuKasbBasi. Korma oH MogHs1 TooBy M ocMoTpen Ha Hee, [lepcedoHa noHsIa, 4To y Hee
Cepbe3HBbIe MTPOOIEMBI.

— Cozgarh KHU3Hb B MOA3EMHOM I1APCTBE, — HAKOHEI] POM3HEC OH.

— Yt0? — K 3TOMY OHa OBLTa HE TOTOBA, XOTS CJIeN0oBaIO Obl. Pa3Be OTCyTCTBHE MarmuecKux
cHJ1 He ObLJIO ee TJIaBHOM c1adbocThio? Kakast upoHHs, ¢ y4eToM ee 00KECTBEHHOTO MPOUCXOKICHUS.

— Cozparp XHU3Hb B TIOA3EMHOM LIAPCTBE, — TIOBTOPKJI OH. — Y Bac ecTh mecTb MecsieB. Eciu
BBl HE CMOXETe WJIM OTKaXETeCh, TO HABCEra CTaHeTe OOMTATENIbHUIIEH MOETO MUPA.

— BoI XxoTHTE, YTOOBI 51 BRIpACTHIIA CaJl B TTOA3EMHOM IIapCTBe? — MIepeCIpoCcia OHa.

AuJ cHOBa TTOXaJT IJIEYaMU.

— Ionaraio, 3T0 ONMH U3 CIIOCOOOB CO3AATh KU3Hb.

OHa Briepusia B HEro sIpOCTHBIA B3TJISA.

— Ecm BB yKkpaziete MeHs1, BaM MPHUJETCS TIO3HATh THEB MOEH MaTepH.

— O, He COMHEBAOCh, — MPOTSAHY OH. — Kak ¥ BaM mpueTcst MpOYyBCTBOBATh €€ THEB, KOTjia
OHA Y3HAeT, KaK Bbl ObLTM JIETKOMBICJICHHBI.

V Tlepcedonsl BenbixHYM ieku. OH npaB. Pa3Huna Mex 1y HUIMU COCTOsIa B TOM, 4TO Auja
9Ta yrposa HM Karum He odecriokouya. [la v ¢ yero Obl emy OecriokouTbess? OH ke ObUT OMHUM U3
Tpowutbl — caMbIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX OOTOB M3 CYIIECTBYIONIHMX. YTpo3a oT [lemeTpsl Oblia 7151 Hero
HE CYIIEeCTBEHHee OpOIIEHHOro KaMyIlKa.

OHa BBIpSAMIIIACH, TIOIHSTa TOAOOPOIOK U BCTPETHIIACH C HUM B3IJISIIOM.

— OrmmuHo. — Pyka Aujia 1aBuia eii Ha 3arsicThe, Kak KaH/IaJIbl, 1 OHa PHIBKOM BBICBOOO/MIIA
ee. — Korza s1 Mory Hauats?

I'maza Auna GnecHyu.

— [Ipuxonure 3aBTpa. {1 Mokaxy BaM JOPOry B MOA3EMHOE LIAPCTBO.

— 4 npuny nocne 3ansATHil, — ckazana [lepcedona.

— 3aHATnii?

— 4 crynentka YauBepcutera HoBbix AduH.

Awj1 B3TJISIHYJT HA Hee C JIIOOONBITCTBOM U KUBHYII:

— Torpa nocne. .. 3ansmuii.

Heckomnbko cekyH1 OHU TTPOCTO cMOTpenu Ipyr Ha japyra. M xors npsimo ceitvac [lepcedpona
ero HeHaBH IeJla, OHA HE MOIJIa OTPHUIIATh, YTO €l HPaBUTCS €0 pacCMaTpUBATh.

— Kak Hacuer Bamero BeIImoOab?

— A 4rto ¢ HUM?

— 51 661 IpemoYsIa, YTOOBI OH He TIOMHIJI MEHSI B 9TOM oOnnke. — OHa MOTHSIA PYKY K poram,
a MOTOM HaJIOXWIa Ha ceOs1 yapbl. OOMMK CMEPTHOW TIO3BOJIMIT €l HEMHOTO pacciIaOUThCS.

Awp HaOmonan 3a TpaHcgopmaleid, CJIOBHO U3yvasi IPEBHIOI CKYJIBITYPY.

— 4 cotrpy ero mamaThk... [Tocite Toro kak oH OyeT Haka3aH 3a TO, Kak 0OOIIesICS C BaMu.

[lepcepona noexuace.

— OH He 3HaJ, 4TO g OOrMHA.

— Ho oH 3HaJ1, 4TO BBI XEHINWHA, ¥ TIO3BOJIWJI THEBY B3SITh BepX. Tak 4To OH OyleT Haka3aH, —
CYXO Mpou3Hec AW, ¥ OHA TOHSIIA, YTO CIIOPUTH OECCMBICTIEHHO.
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— Yero MHe 310 OyAeT CTOUTh? — YTOYHMIIA JIEBYIIKA, TOTOMY UYTO YK€ 3Hajia, C KEM UMeeT
7eJI0, — a OHA TOJILKO YTO MOMPOCHIIa 60ra MepTBHIX 00 ycIyre.

Ero ryObl M30rHY/IUCS.

— YMHo, noporasi. Bel 3Haete, kak 310 padotaer. Hakazanue? Huvero. Ero mamsats? Yemyry.

— He HasbIBaiiTe MeHs «10porasi», — OrpbI3HYJIach OHA. — YCIyTy Kakoro pojaa?

— JIioOy1o, KakyIo 5 3aX04y, — MoXaJ rjiedyamu oH. — Kotopast moHagoOuTCss MHE B OyIyIleM.

Boruns cekynay ooaymbiBaiia ero cioa. Yero Auj xouer ot Hee? Yto oHa BOOOIIE MOTIIa eMy
MPeAIoKUTh? BO3MOXKHO, IMEHHO 3Ta MBICIb 3aCTaBUJIA €€ COTIACUTHLCS, a MOXET, 3TO ObUT CTpax,
YTO MaTh y3HAET O €€ MOsBJICHUM B UICTUHHOM OoOyrKke. Kak Obl TO HU OBLJIO, OHA CKa3ana:

— JIoroBOpUJIUCH.

Aun ynbIOHyCs:

— Moii BoguTenb 0TBE3€ET Bac JOMOM.

— B 3TOM HEeT HEOOXOAMMOCTH.

— Ecrb.

[Nepcedona cxaia ryosl U mporeaua:

— JlagHo.

INo npaBie roBOpsi, €l COBEPIIIEHHO HE XOTeJI0Ch CHOBA €XaTh Ha aBTOOYCE, HO OT MBICITH, UTO
Awup Oyner 3HaTh, Tie OHA KUBET, JEBYIIKE CTAJIO He To cede.

BHezarnHO Oor cxBaTWII ee 3a TUIeYH, HAKJIOHUJICS BIIepe] U IIpuxkajics rydamu K ee jioy. [Bu-
JKEHHUCE 6bIHO HACTOJIbKO HEOXHIAHHBIM, YTO OHA IOTEpAJIa PaBHOBECHUE. Borunsa BULENUJIacCh I11aJib-
[IaMU B €0 pyOaliky, 4ToObl yaepKaThCsl Ha HOrax, ¥ €e HOI'TY oLlaparaiy Koxy y Hero Ha rpyau. Ero
TEJIO 6BI)IO TBEPABIM U TCIUIbIM, a Fy6bl, KOCHYBIHIHECA €€ KOXU, — MATKUMMU. Korna OH OTCTPAaHMHJICA,
oHa OblJIa HACTOJIBKO pacTepsiHa, YTo Jaxke He ycIesa pa303IUThCs.

— A 370 emnie 3aueM? — CIPOCKJIA OHA MOYTH IIETTIOTOM.

Awun B3rsiHy Ha [lepcedony ¢ pasapakarorieil yablOKou, CIOBHO 3HAJI, YTO OHa HECTIOCOOHA
ceiyac MBICIIUTh TPE3BO, M TIPOBEJ MAJIBLIEM 10 €€ MbUIAIOIIEH IIeKe.

— Paau Bamero xke Omnara. B criienytomuil pa3 1Bepb cama OTKpoeTcs repes] BaMu. 51 He XoTen
Ob1, YTOOBI BB CHOBA BhiBe M JlyHKaHa U3 ceOs1. Eciv OH CHOBa MPUYMHUT BaM BpeJl, MHE MPHUICTCS
yOUTb €ro, a HAWTH XOPOIIIETro Orpa He Tak-TO MPOCTO.

INepcedona Morna cebe 3T0 TONBKO MPEICTABIAT.

— Jlopn Aup, Bac umer Tanaroc... o...

Uepes Bepb, CIPATAHHYIO TI033/11 €T0 CToNa, B 0uC BOILIA skeHInuHa. OHa Oblla Kpacusa, ee
PbIKME, CIOBHO TUIaMs1, BOJIOCHI pa3/iesisil IEHTPAJIbHBIN TPoOop. Y Hee ObUIM KOMIOUMH B3IV, U30-
THYThIe OPOBH U ITyXJIble, COUHbIE, MAIMHOBBIE TyObl. Bee ee uepThl ObLIM Pe3KMMHU M OTTOUSHHBIMH.
Aro ObuTa HUM(DA, ¥ Koraa oHa B3rIsAHYIa Ha [lepcedoHy, B ee miazax oTpa3wiach HCHABUCTb.

Tomnbko B 3170 Mruosenue Ilepcedona ocosHana, 4to Bee elie CTOUT psAAoM ¢ AUJIOM, BIETHUB-
IIKCh B ero pydaiky. Ho Korma oHa momsitanach OTCTPAHUTBCS, €ro PyKH CKaJli ee elle Kperye.

— 51 He 3HaNA, YTO BB HE OAMH, — CyXO JOOABMJIA KEHIIMHA.

Awun naxe He B3IJISIHYJ Ha Hee. BMecTo aToro oH nmpoposskan cMotpets Ha [lepcedony.

— [ait MHe MuHYTY, MuHpa.

[epBoit Meicibio [epcedonst O6bu10: «O, Tak 310 U ecTh MuHpa». OHa OblJTa MpeKpacHa B TOM
MaHepe, B Kakoi [lepcepoHa He ObUIa — ee BHEITHOCTh oOelasia co0la3H U Tpex, — U TSITOTHIIAch
COOCTBEHHOH PEBHOCTHIO.

Bropoii MbIc/TbIO OBLIO: 17151 Yero eMy HyXHa OblTa erne MuHyTa? YTo ere oH cooupacs cka-
3aTh?

Ilepcedpona He Buaena, kak MuHga yuia, moToMy 4TO HE MOIJIa OTOpBaTh B3MJIsAa OT Auja.

— BbI He oTBeTM/IM Ha MOM BOMpoc, — ckasan Aul. — [loyeMy BbI Monb3yeTech Maruei Bamiei
matepu?

[Mpunia ee ouepep yIbIOHYThHCA.
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— Jlopa Aun, — ckazasia OOrHuHsI, POBOIS MaJIblieM 1o ero rpyau. OHa He 3Hajia, YTo 3aCTaBUJIO
ee 3TO c/esIaTh, HO B Hell OTKY/Ia-TO BO3HUKJIA XpaOpoCcTh. — BBl cMOkeTe MOoTy4nTh OT MEHS OTBETHI
TOJIBKO B OJIHOM CJIy4ae — €CJI 51 pelly CHOBa ChI'paTh C BAMU B KapThl. A B JaHHBII MOMEHT 3TO
MaJIOBEPOSITHO.

[lepcedona nmogHsma pyKy M pacripaBuiia JallkaH ero nuaxkaka. Ee B3risj ynaa Ha 1BETOK
MoJIManTeca y Hero B newimiie. OHa mocMoTpesia Ha HEro U Mpolientania:

— 41 nymaio, BBl 00 3TOM elrie noxaneere, Aum.

[Ton B3I IOM AMja OHa AOTPOHYJAch O LBeTKA. Korga ee masiblibl KOCHYJIUCH JIENIECTKOB,
IIBETOK YBSLIL
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I'1aBa V. Brop:xenue

Boautens Auga oka3ajcs LUKJIOIOM.

OHa nocrapanach CKpbITh YIUBJIEHHE, KOIZa YBHUJENA CYLIECTBO, CTOSUIEE Mepel YEPHbIM
«Jlekcycom» pstom co BxonoMm B «Henoub». OHO OBUIO COBCEM HE TaKUM, KAKUMHM ITUKJIOTIOB OIH-
CbIBaJIU B UCTOpUH. Tam 3T0 ObLIN 3BepONOI00HBIE TBAPHU — OTPOMHbIE, C TOPOH TBEP/BIX, KaK KaMHHU,
MBIIIIT A KJIBIKAMU. DTOT ke MYyKUMHA ObUI BbIllle AWJa, C JJTMHHBIMA HOTAMU, ITUPOKUMHU TIICYaMU
Y CTPOIHBIM TeJiocioxkeHreM. Ero a3 Ol NoaynpuKphIT, U ipy Bue [lepcedoHbl OH yIbIOHYIICS.

AwuJl HaCTOsIT Ha TOM, YTOOBI MTpoBOIUTh [lepcedoHy n0 Bhixoga. OHa He ropelna KeJlaHueM
TOSIBJIATBCSL PSIOM C OOroM Ha IyOJIMKe, XOTs M He ObUla YBEpeHa, UTO 3Ta MBIC/Ib MPUXOIWIA B
rosyioBy Aumy. Ero HaBepHsika 00JibIlie BOTHOBAJIO TO, KaK MOOBICTPEE BHICTABUTH €€ 32 IIPEJIEITbl CBOUX
BJIAJICHUH, YTOOBI OTAOXHYTb. .. WM OT Yero OHA TaM €ro OTBJIEKJIA.

— Jlenu Ilepcedona, 310 AHTOHUI, — NipeacTaBWI UKJIona Aua. — OH 103a00TUTCS O TOM,
YTOOBI BBl 10OPAJIKCH TOMOU B LIEJIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTH.

INepcedona npunogHsia OpoBb, MIsAAA Ha OOra MOA3EMHOTO IAPCTBA:

— A 5 4TO, B OIIACHOCTH, MUJIOPA?

— DTO MPOCTO MPENOCTOPOKHOCTD. S He x0uy, YTOOBI Ballla MaTh MPUHSIACH KOJIOTUTH B MOIO
JBEpb paHbllle, YeM y Hee MOSBUTCS Ha TO MPUYHHA.

«Y Hee yKe ecTh Ha TO PUYMHA», — IPOMEJIbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE OOTMHU THEBHASI MBICIIb, U METKA
Ha 3aIlCThe 3aMyJIbCUPOBAJa, pacchljias BOJHY OLIYIIEHWH MO BceMy Teny. OHa MocMoTpesa eMy
B I7Ia3a, HAMepeBasCh MPOH3UTh 3JI00HBIM B3IJISIIOM U BBIPA3UTh BCIO CBOIO SIPOCTh, HO BHE3AITHO
noTepsijia CHOCOOHOCTB IyMaTh. [ J1a3a 6ora moa3eMHOro apcTBa ObLIH MOJ0OHBI BCEJICHHOM — SIpKUE,
TIOJIHBIE KU3HU, Oe310HHbIe. OHa MoTepsulach B HUX U BO BCEM TOM, YTO OHH OOCIIaJIH.

Omna Obua OnarogapHa AHTOHMIO 3a TO, YTO TOT OTBJIEK €€ OT ONacHBIX Mbiciei. He Obu1o
HUYEro XOPOIIIEro B TOM, YTOObI CUMTATh AW/ia MHTepeCHbIM. Pa3Be oHa B 3TOM ellie He yoeaniach?

— Munenu, — ckazan AHTOHU, OTKPBIB 33JHIOI0 ABEPbh MAIIIUHBI.

— Munopa. — OHa KuBHY/na AUy M CKOJIb3HYJIA B CAJIOH U3 YEPHOU KOXKH.

AHTOHMIA aKKYPaTHO 3aKpPbLI JABEPb U 3aHSLT BOAUTENHCKOE CHIIeHbe. MallnHa cpasy ke Tpo-
Hynach ¢ Mecta, u [lepcedoHe mpuUIILIOCh MPUIIOKUTH BCE YCUIIUS, YTOOBI He OrMIsiHyThesl. Eit ObL10
MHTEPECHO, KaK JIOJT0 AT CTOSUT TaM, TIPeXk/ie YeM BEPHYThCS B CBOIO OAllTHIO, — HACMeXaJICs JIU OH
HaJl ee Jep30CThI0 U ee Heydaueil.

OHa B3MIsSIHY/IA Ha SIPKUA OpaciieT, MPUKPHIBABIIMN YEpHYI0 METKy. B 3TOM cBeTte 30J10TO
BBIIVIAZIENIO JIelIeBOM Meplo. OHa CHslJIa ero U NpoBepUsia OTMETHUHBI Ha Koxke. EquHCTBEHHOe, 3a
YTO OHA CelYac Morjia CKa3aTh «CIacu00», — 3TO 3a TO, YTO METKA ObUIA JOCTATOYHO MAaJEHBKOU U
HaXOJIMJIaCh TaM, T ee JIETKO ObUIO CKPBITb.

«Co31aTh KU3Hb B MIOJ3EMHOM 11apCTBE».

Pa3Be B nmonzeMHoM 1apctBe BooOinie Obuia xku3Hb? [lepcedpoHa HUUEro He 3Haja O BIAICHUSIX
Awupia v, CKOJIBKO Obl HM MCKaJla, HUKOT/Ia He BCTpevasia ONMMCAHUI 3eMJT MEPTBBIX — JIMIIIb Teorpa-
(puueckue neranu, 1a v Te Kak OyITO TOJIBKO MPOTUBOPEUMIU ApyT Apyry. OHa 1ymMaina, 9To BBISICHUT
BCE 3aBTpPa, XOTsI caMa MBICJIb O BO3BpaiieHur B «HeHoub» U CITycKe B MOA3eMHOE 1IAPCTBO HATIOJN-
HsJIa ee OECITIOKOHCTBOM.

Omna 3acroHaja.

Hapto ke ObL10 3TOMY CTy4UThCSI UMEHHO TOTTIA, KOT/IA BCE CKJIAIBIBAIOCH ISl Hee TaK yIauHo!

— Bbi cobupaetech cHOBa Tpuexarh K Jiopay Auay? — crpocisl AHTOHWM, TS B 3€PKaJio
3alHero BUjA. Y IUKJIONA ObLT MPUSATHBINA TOJIOC, TETUTBIA U OYATO TIPSHBIN.

— Boiock, uto aa, — npousHecna [lepcedpoHa OTCYTCTBYIOHIMM IOJIOCOM.

— 4l Hagetoch, UTO OH BaM MOHpaBUTCs. Harr opa yacto mpoBOAUT BpeMsl B OTUHOYECTBE.
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[Nepcedone 3TH c0Ba MOKa3aJIMCh CTPAHHBIMUA, OCOOSHHO MPU BOCTIOMUHAHHSX O PEBHUBOM
Munde.

— MHe OH He TIOKa3aJICsl TAKUM YK OJHOKHM.

— B Takom mnonoxkeHnn HaxomsATcsi Bce OOKeCTBa, HO 51 OOI0Ch, UTO OH MaJlo KOMY JOBepsieT.
Ecnm O6b1 MeHs cipockiiy, st Obl CKa3all, YTo eMy Hy’KHa jKeHa.

Ilepceona nokpachena.

— 41 yBepeHa, 4To j0paa Auja He UHTEPECYET BO3MOKHOCTh OCTENIEHUTBCS.

[lepcedona naxe 3HaTh HEe XOTeJa, YTO MHTEpecyeT Auaa. Eil U Tak Ka3anock, 4YTO OHA 3HAET
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO, ¥ HUYTO U3 3TOTO HEJb3s1 ObLJIO HA3BaTh XOPOIIHM.

Ilepcedpona nmocmoTpesna Ha LMKJIONA CO CBOETO 3a/IHETO CUIEHbS:

— Kak naBHO BHI cityskute Auy?

— Tpowuria ocBoGoaMIa Mol Hapon u3 Taprapa mocje Toro, Kak Hac 3akmouni Tam KpoHoc, —
OTBETHMJI OH. — TaK 4TO MBI BO3BpAIIAEM MM JIONT 32 3TY YCIYTy, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH padoTasi Ha 3eBca,
[Toceiinona u Aupa.

— B kauectBe Boguteneii? — JleByIika He XOoTesna, YToObl 3TO MPO3BYYAIO TaK Ipydo, HO ITa
padoTa Ka3anach e CIMIIKOM JIaKEHCKOM.

AHTOHUI paccmesics.

— Jla, HO HaIII HApOZI ellle ¥ OTVIMYHBIE CTPOUTENH U Ky3Helbl. MbI cienany mogapku BCeM TPOUM
Y HE HaMepEeHbl Ha 9TOM OCTAaHABJIUBATHCS.

— Ho 310 *)e 6b110 Tak 1aBHO. Bl yke HaBepHsIKa OTIUIATUIM UM 32 Yciyry? — cipocuina [lep-
cedoHa.

— Korna Gor MepTBBIX JapuUT BaM KU3Hb, 32 3TO HEBO3MOXHO OTILIATHTb.

Ilepcepona Haxmypuiiach:

— 4 He moHUMaI.

— BoI HUKOTIA He ObLTH B TapTape, Tak 4To s HE K1y, YTO BBI TOWMETE.

OH 3amMo1yaJl, a IoTOM JOOaBWIT:

— He nmoiimute MeHs1 HenpaBuiibHO. Moe ciyxeHue Auy — MOU BBIOOD, ¥ U3 BCeX OOTOB 1 paji
CITY’KUTh MIMeHHO eMy. OH He TaKkoM, KaK OCTaJIbHble OOKECTBA.

[epcedone xoTeNoch 3HaTh, YTO ITO 3HAYUT, Be/lb, UCXOAS M3 TOTO, UYTO €l ObLIO U3BECTHO 00
Awupie, oH ObUT XYIIIUM U3 OOXECTB.

AHTOHMIA OCTAHOBUJICS Y €€ JIOMa 1 BBIIIIEN U3 MAIIUHBI, YTOOBI OTKPHITH €i TBEPS.

— O, 1a He cTouT, 51 U camMa MOr'y, — CTylIeBaJIach OHa.

OH yneIOHYICS:

— 4 pan Bam nomous, jieau [lepcedona.

Ei1 3ax0Tenoch MOMpoCHTh €ro He Ha3bIBaTh €€ TaK, HO TIOTOM JIO Hee BAPYT JIOILIO — OH O3BY-
YUBAJI €€ TUTYJI, CJIOBHO 3HAJI, UTO OHA OOTHHS, XOTsI HA HEl ObUIA Yaphl.

— OTKyza BHI. ..

— Jlopn Aup HazBais Bac jeau [lepcedoHoit, — 0ObscHII OoH. — Tak 4To U s Oymy Bac Tak
Ha3bIBATh.

— IloxanyiicTa... B 9TOM HET HMKAaKON HEOOXOAMMOCTH.

AHTOHUI yIBIOHYIICS elle mupe:

— Hymaio, BaM clieqyeT K 3TOMY NPHUBHIKHYTh, Jeau IlepcedoHa, ocobeHHO eciu Bh Oynere
4acTo ObIBaTh y HAC, a 51 HA 9TO OYEHb HA/IEIOCh.

OH 3akpbL1 qBepb U KuBHYI eil. [lepcepona OyaTo B TymaHe HampaBUIACh K JIOMY, JIMIIb pa3
00EpHYBIIKCH TOCMOTPETh, KaK Ye3:KaeT AHTOHHIA. DTOT IeHb ObLT JIOJTMM M CTPAHHBIM — Onarozapsi
00Ty MEepTBBIX.

W nepeapiinky He ruiaHUpoOBaJioch: ctomio Ilepcedone BoiTH B KBapTUPY, Kak K HEW TYT ke
nojuierena Jlekca.
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— U yeii 310 «Jlekcyc» Beicagui TeOs Tiepe]] HAllMMKA CTPEMHBIMHU arnapTaMeHTaMu? — BOIIPO-
11aja oHa.

INepcedona yxe xorena ObUIO CONTaTh U CKa3aTh, YTO €€ MOABE3 KTO-TO CO CTAKMPOBKU, HO
OHa 3HaJsa, 4To JIeKkca He MOBEpUT — OHa JOJKHA ObLIa BEPHYTHCS IOMOM JIBA Yaca Has3all, U K TOMY
e ToJIpyra TOJIbKO UTO BUJIENA, KakK JBEepb MAIIMHBI €1 OTKPBUI II0pep.

— Tol MHe He noBepulb. .. Ho 310 Mammmua Aupa.

Jlaxe MpU3HABIINCH B 9TOM, OHA OblJTa He TOTOBA pacckasarh JIekce 00 UX KOHTPAKTe U METKe
y ceOs Ha 3armscThe.

Jlekca BbIpOHMIIA KPYKKY, UTO Jiepikaia B pykax. [lepcedona B3apornysa, Koraa ta ygapuiach
00 10T U pazneTenach Ha KYCKH.

— Tol yTO, myTHIL? — [lepcepoHa nokayvasa rojioBoil u nouwia 3a BeHUKoM. Jlekca nocneso-
Bajia 3a Hell. — B cmbIciie. .. TOT cambiii Aug? Aua, 6or mepTBbIX? Aup, Branenern «Henouwn»?

— Ha, Jlekca. Kakoii eme?

— Ho kak? — 3araparopuia ona. — [Touemy?

[lepcedpona npuHsiiach CMETaTh KYCOUKHM KEPaAMUKH.

— U3-3a moeit padotsl. — TexHnyeckn oHa Aaxe He coBpaia. MoXHO ObLJIO Ha3BaTh 3TO pac-
CJIEJOBAaHUEM.

— W eI no3Haxommiack ¢ Augom? Bugena ero Bo miotu?

Ilepcedona B31porHyna or 3Toro cjaoBa, BCIIOMHUB, B KAKOM BUE NOSIBUJICS Nepes Heill Anf,.

— Ara. — OHa oTBepHynach oT JIeKChl U CXBaTWJIa COBOK, IBITASCh CKPBITh SIPKUI pyMSIHELl,
3aJIMBAIOIINI €€ LIEKU.

— U xak oH BeIIAAUT? MHE HyXHbI TOIPOOHOCTH !

Ilepcedona npotsanyna Jlekce COBOK, U Ta ojep:kaia ero, noka Ilepcedona cmerasia ocKoKu.

—4I... He 3HaI0, C Yero Ha4aTh.

Jlexca ynpIOHYIaCh.

— Haunw c ero rnas.

[Nepcedona B3noxHyna. Y Hee ObUIO OlIyIlleHHe, OyATO ONMUCHIBATh AMJa — 9TO HEUTO COBEp-
I[IIEHHO MHTUMHOE. [ 1e-To TIyOOKO BHYTPH OHa XOTeJla COXPaHUTb ero Ajisi ceOsi, XOTh U 3HaJIa, YTo
el TIpPUIETCs] OMUCaTh BHEIIHOCTh OOra B MPUIIIYIIEHHBIX TOHAX — €i TOJIBKO MPECTOsIO YBUAETD
ero B HACTOSIIIIEM OOJIHUKE.

3a 3T0i1 MBICJIBIO NTOCTIEAOBAJIO CTPAHHOE MPEJBKYIIEHUE, U OHA MOHsLIA, YTO KaKIET YBUJETh
6ora B ero 00xecTBeHHOM Bujie. YepHBI JIM ero pora Tak ke, Kak ero ria3a u Bosiocsl? M3rudaiorcs
JI1 OHM 10 OOKaM OT TOJIOBHI, KaK y OapaHa, WM HalpaBJIeHbl BBEPX, JeJ1asi €ro elle Bhie?

— OH KpacuBbIil, — CKa3ajia OHa, XOTsI 3TO CJIOBO HE MOIJIO BO3JaTh eMy JOJKHOe. [leno OblIo
HE CTOJIBKO B €r0 BHEIIIHOCTH, CKOJIBKO B Xapu3me. — U... CHUJIbHBI.

— Kro-To BmoOuics, — caMoioBO/IbHasl YXMbUIKA Ha Jiurie Jlekcel Haromuwna Ilepcedone o
TOM, YTO OHA CJIMIIKOM COCpPEIOTOYMJIACh HA €ro BHEITHOCTH, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI JyMaTh O €ro
MOCTYIKAaX.

— UYro? Her. Her. Aun kpacus. { He cienasi, HO s HE MOTY OIPaB/IbIBATh TO, YTO OH JIEJIAeT.

— Yro Tl UMeelIb B BULY?

— Ero cpenku, Jlekc! — [lepcedpona Hanmomuwia Jlekce o Tom, 4To OHU y3HaJIM OT AJIOHUCA B
«Henoun». — OH OXOTUTCS HAa OTYASBIIMXCS CMEPTHBIX.

[Togpyra noxana rnjaedamu:

— Hy, T61 Mora Gs1 cipocuTb 00 3TOM Auja.

— Mml1 He npy3bs, Jlekca. — OHM HUKOTIA HE CTAHYT JPY3bSMHU.

Jlekca 4yTh oA pPHIrHYIIA.

— O! A 4gro, ect THI 0 HeM HamuInenb? Thl MOTJIa ObI IPOBECTH PACCIIEIOBAHUE O €rO CAETKAX
co cmeptHbIMU! Kak ckaHaanbHO!
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70 U npasja ObUIO CKAHIATBHO — HE TOJIbKO M3-3a COIepKaHusl, HO U3-3a TOT0, YTO 3TO ObLIa
OBl CTaThs1 O OOTe, a HA TAKOE MAJIO KTO OTBAXHMBAJICS, ONACAsCh BO3ME3/IHSI.

Ho Iepcedony Bo3mesaue He crpammio. Eif Obu10 Bee paBHO, uTo Auj Oor.

— Kaxercs1, y TeOst HOSIBUICS TIOBOJ] CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS ¢ AUoM, — nomytuia Jlekca, u Ilep-
cehoHa YIILIOHYTACh.

Awj1 mpeiocTaBuI e Jierkuid 1ocTyn. KocHyBImch rydamu ee j16a, OH CKasajl, 4To 3TO pajau
ee e Onara. Eii Gobllie He MPUIETCs CTY4aThesl, YTOOB BOUTH B «HeHOUDb».

Bor moa3eMHOro apcTBa OINpPEAEeHHO TMOXajleeT O TOM, YTO MO3HAKOMWIICS C OOTrMHEeH
BECHBI, — M OHA C HeTepreHneM OyzeT kaaTh 3Toro MmomeHTa. OHa Toxe Obuta 60xkecTBOM. M XOTH
y Ilepcedonsl He OBUIO MarMYeCKUX CHJI, OHA MOIJIA MUCaTh U, BO3MOXHO, Onarogapst 3Tomy Obuia
uJieaIbHbIM KaHIMATOM Ha POJIb ero pa3odnaynTesisi. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, €CJi C Hell YTO-HUOYIb CITy-
4yuTCs, AU IO3HAET THEB JleMeTpBhl.

ITo mytu B YuuBepcuter HoBeix Adun Ilepcedona 3arisiHynaa B MarasuH, 4TOObl KYIUTh
HECKOJIbKO OpacieToB. Pa3 yx el mpuaercsi HOCUTh METKy AWja, MOKa OHAa HE BBIOJHHUT KOH-
TPaKT, AEBYIIIKA pelIniia AOTOIHUTH TapaepoO COOTBETCTBYIOIIMME akceccyapaMu. CerofaHs Ha Heit
ObLT IMPOKUI KeMUYKHbIA OpaciieT — KJIaCCHUECcKoe JOMOJHEHNE K SIPKO-PO30BO 100Ke 1 Oenoi
pyOarrike.

Ee kabiyku cTyyanu 1o TpoTyapy, OHa CBEpHYJIa 3a YIoJl, M BIIEPeAr MOKa3aJICsl yHUBEPCUTET.
Kaxapiil mar ormepsis yxozsinee Bpemsi, KOTOpoe Ha 4ac, Ha MUHYTY, Ha CEKYH/y NMPUOIKAIIO ee
K BO3BpalleHuio B «HeHoub».

Ceroans Auj 10JKEH OTBECTH €€ B IoA3eMHoe napceTtBo. [lepcedoHa He cniaa BClo HOUb, pas-
MBIIUISIS] HAJI TeM, KaK el BBIITOJTHUTH CBOM KOHTpakT. OHa CIpocuIIa, XO4eT JIM OH, YTOObI OHA TIOca-
AWJIa TaM Cajl, ¥ OH TOXKAaJI IJIeYaMu: «DTO OMH U3 CIIOCOOO0B.

UTo 3TO 3HAYMIIO M KaKKe elle crocoObl cO3/1aTh KU3Hb Y Hee Oblin? Pa3Be He moatomy OH
BBIOpAJT TaKOE WCMBITAHUE — MOTOMY YTO Y Hee He ObUIO MarMyecKMX CWJI, YTOOBI BBIOJIHUTH 3TO
3aganue?

Ona coMHeBaIach, 4TO MPUUMHON TOMY ObLIM MEUTHI JIopra Ana O MPEKPACHBIX CaJax B €ro
IYCTBIHHBIX BJIaJEHUAX. B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, €0 MHTEPECOBAJIO HaKa3aHWe, U, Cys [0 TOMY, YTO OHa
CJBIIIIANIA O HEM M YeMy cama Oblla CBHJETeNIeM, OH He COOMpaJiCs JiefaTh U3 MOI3eMHOro 11apCTBa
MECTO YMUPOTBOPEHMS U ITPEKPACHBIX 1IBETOB.

Hecmotps Ha TO, Kak OHa 37mii1ack Ha ceOst 1 Auja, ee OoeBaTN MPOTUBOPEYMBHIE YyBCTBA.
Ona ogHOBpeMeHHO ObUIa 3aMHTPUTOBaHA U HEPBHUYAJA U3-3 MPECTOAIIETO CIyCKa BO BJIAJCHUS
oora.

XoTs no OoJbITIel YacTH el ObUIO CTPAIITHO.

Uro, eciii y Hee HUYEro He Moay4YuTcs?

«Her». — IlepcedoHna 3akpbuia 11a3a, OTrOHss 3Ty Mblcib. OHa He MoxkeT rpourpars. U He
npourpaet. CerofgHs Be4epoM OHA YBUJUT MOA3EMHOE LIAPCTBO U COCTaBUT IL1aH. Eciu eil He yna-
eTcst TOOUTHCS OT 3eMJIH IIBETOB C MOMOIIIBIO Marvu, 3TO eIlle He 3HAUUT, YTO OHA He MOXKET MCIIOJb-
30Barh JIpyrue Metossl. Metoasl cMepTHBIX. Eif mpocTo HykHO ObITh akKypaTHOU. Eii moHamoOsTes
NepuaTki — MHaUe OHa OyJeT yOMBaTh KaXJ0€ pacTeHHe, KOTOPOTro KOCHETCs, — U MoKa caj OyaeT
[IPOPACTaTh, OHA MOMILET APYIe BAPUAHTHI, KaK BBITIOJIHUTH KOHTPAKT.

N pasopsars ero.

Boruns maino uto 3Hana 06 Aupe — TOIBKO TO, BO UTO BEpWJIM CMEpTHbIE U ee Math. OH Be
yeIMHEHHYIO JKU3Hb, HE JIIOOWT BTOpXKEHH S, He TIpUBeYall CPeCcTBA MacCOBOM MH(OPMAIIHH.

Emy onpezeneHHO He MOHPABUTCS TO, YTO OHA 3aJyMasa, U € Ha yM IpUILIa BHE3arHas
MBICJIb: «A UTO, €CJIM MHE YAACTCS HACTOJIBKO JJOCTaTh AW/, YTO OH PACTOPTHET Halll KOHTPAKT ?»
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[Nepcedona MuHOBaTa BXOJ B YHUBEPCUTET — Psifl U3 IIECTU KOJIOHH, YBEHUAHHBIX OCTPOKO-
HEYHbIM KaMHEM, — M BOIIUIA B YHUBEPCUTETCKMI nBopuK. [lepen Heil Bo3BbImanack budnmoreka
ApTteMujibl — 371aHKE B BUJIE TAHTEOHA, KOTOPOE OHA C TAKKUM YJIOBOJIbCTBUEM HCCIIEI0BAJIA Ha TIEPBOM
Kypce. OpreHTHPOBAThCS B KaMITyce OBLIO JIETKO — OH ObLT BBIJIOJKEH B BUJIE CEMUKOHEUHOM 3BE3/Ibl,
Y OTHMM M3 JIy4yel Kak pa3 Obla Oudnmoreka.

INepcedona Bcerma cpesana gopory, npoxoas depe3 Caa OOroB — akp 3eMJIH, 3aCakeHHOM
MOOUMBIMY IIBETAMH OJIMMITUILIEB M 3aCTaBJIeHHON MpaMopHbiMU cratysimu. U xots Ilepcedona
XOIMJIa Ha 3aHSATHUS IO TOW JOPOXKKE yke MHOrO pas, ceromHsi Bce Obulo Kak Oynro mHaue. Can
KazaJicst MopadoOTUTETIEM, LIBEThI — BparaMu, U X 3araxy CMEIMBAIUCH B BO3yXe — I'YCTON apoMat
JKUMOJIOCTH CITUBAJICSI CO CJIAJJKUM OJIaroyXaHueM po3, pa3zpaxkasi OpraHbl 1yBCTB.

Oxupgan v Auj, 4TO OHA BBIPACTUT HEUTO CTOJIb ke rpaHauo3Hoe? Heyxenu oH aeicTBU-
TEJIbHO YIPSTYET ee B MOI3EMHbI MUP Ha BCIO JKU3Hb, €CJIM €l He YIAacTCsl BBITIOIHUTH €ro TpeOoBa-
HUE 3a LIECTh MecsLEeB?

Ona 3Haa otBeT. Auj ObUT CypoBbIM OoroM. OH BepUJI B IPaBUJIa U TPAHUILIBI U YCTAHOBHIII UX
BYEpa, He OOOSIBILICH THEBA €€ MATEpH.

[Tepcedona npornuia Mumo npyaa [oceitona 1 BO3BBIIAIIIEHCS HAJl HUM CTaTyH MOJTHOCTHIO
0OHaXEHHOTo Apeca cO IIUIEMOM Ha MaKyIIKe U CO IIMTOM B pyKe. DTo Oblla He €JMHCTBEHHAS CTATYs
rojioro 6ora B 3TOM cajly, 1 OOBIYHO OHA He MpHIaBajia 3TOMY OCOOOro 3HAYeHMs, HO CErOfIHs ee
B3IJISI/I TIPUBJIEKJIM OTPOMHBbIE pora Ha ronoBe Apeca. OHa oIyIana TsKecTh COOCTBEHHBIX JIaXe
o] 3aBecor HaJlokeHHbIX 4ap. Korga oHa nepeexana B HoBblie AduHbI, 10 Hee JOIIeN CIyX, 4To
MMEHHO pOra sIBJISIOTCS UCTOYHUKOM OOKECTBEHHBIX CHII.

[epcedone Tak xoTenoch, YT0OBI 3TO ObLIO TpaBaoK! Ceituac eso ObUIO JaXxe He B Maruyve-
CKUX crilax. A B cBOOOE.

— DTO 3HAYWT JIMIIb, YTO MOWPHI YTOTOBWIM TeOe JIPYroil MmyTh, MO LIBETOK, — CKazajia
Hemetpa, koraa marusi [lepceoHbl Tak ¥ He TPOSIBUIIACD.

— Kakoit nyts? — cripocuiia [lepcepona. — Her HuKakoro myTu, TOJIbKO CTEHBI TBOEH CTEKJISTH-
HoU TIopbMbI! ThI MpsYEIb MEHS, IOTOMY UTO CTBIAMIIBCS ?

— 41 Gepery 1ebs1, mOTOMY UTO y TeOsI HET CHUTBI, MO 1IBeTOK. ECTh pa3Huna.

[lepcedona no-npexHeMy He 3Hasla, KAKOW MyTh YTOTOBUJIM €i MOMPBI, HO 3Haja, YTO MOXET
OCTaBaThCsl B OE30MaCHOCTH, HE HaXO/AsICh B 3aKJIIOUEHUH, U TIPeIIoaraia, 4Yro B Kakoi-T0 MOMEHT
JlemeTpa ¢ 3TUM cornacuiach, Beib OHa otmyctuia [lepceony — mycTh axke ¥ OCTaBUB Ha TMHHOM
TMOBOJIKE.

Boruns Hanpsriach, yJIOBUB Markio MaTepyu — TOPbKUM U IIBETOYHBIN apomar. [lemerpa Obuia
r1e-TO OJIM3KO.

— Mawma, — npousnecna Ilepcedona, korga pssaom nosisuiack Jdemerpa.

Ha Hei ObTH Yaphbl — OHa HOCWJIA UX HE TaK YK U yacto. [leso Obu1o He B TOM, 4To [lemeTpa He
moOuIa CMEPTHBIX — OHA HEBEPOSATHO 3a00THIIACH O TeX, KTO ee MOYMTAIl, — IIPOCTO OHA OCO3HABAJIA
cBoii craryc 6oruan. CMepTHast Macka JleMeTpbl He 0co00 OTIIMYaNach OT ee O0KECTBEHHOTO OOJHKA.
V Hee ObUTH Te e TIAKKE BOJIOCHI, T€ ke sIPKO-3eJIeHbIe IJ1a3a, Ta ke CUSIONIasi KokKa, OIHAKO pora
ObLTM CKpBITHL. OHa BBIOpaia 00TATUBAIOIIECe N3YMPYIHOE TUIAaThe U 30J10Thie Tyhuin Ha Kaomyke. [l
CIIyYalHBIX MTPOXOKKMX OHA ObLIA BOIUIOIIEHUEM YCIEIIHON OM3HeC-JIeH.

— Yro ThI 311€CH Jenaeins? — cripocuia [epcedona.

— I'me To1 ObLTa BYepa? — XoJoaHo cripocuia [lemerpa.

— 3By4HMT Tak, OyATO THI yXKe 3Haelllb OTBET, TAK MoyeMy Obl TeOe He cKa3aTh MHe?

— He otBeuaii capkazmomM, goporasi. ITo OYE€Hb CEPbE3HO — 3aUeM Thl Xxoquiia B «HeHoub» ?

INepcedona momnsITanack YCrokKOUTh CBoe OelieHo KoJloTsimeecs cepaie. Ee Buaena Humdga?

— Otkyna Thl 3Haellb, uTo s Obuta B «Hernoum»?

— He Baxno, oTkyna s 3Hawo0.  3agana tede Bornpoc.

— 4 xonuna Tyna mo padore, mama. U s JoKHA BEpHYThCS Ty/Ia CETOTHS.
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— DT0 HEBO3MOXHO, — BO3MyTUJIach JlemMerpa. — MHe 4To, Hy’)KHO HallOMHHUTH TeOe OIHO W3
YCJIOBHIA TBOETO MPeObIBAHUS 37€Ch: TO, YTO ThI JOJUKHA JepPKaThCs Mofaiblie oT 00roB? Ocoberto
oT Auja.

OHa npousHecsa ero uMmsi, Kak rpoksstue, u [lepcedona B3nporayiia.

— Mawma, s 06s13aHa 3TO Jiey1aTh. ITO MOsI padoTa.

— Torga Tl yBOIMIIBCA.

— Her.

VY JlemMeTpbl OKpYTIIMIIKCH I71a3a, OHA OTKpbUIa poT OT yausieHus. [lepcedona Obuia yBepeHa,
YTO 32 BCE ee JBA/IAaTh YeThIPEe To/la OHA HU pa3y He CKa3ajla MaTepu «HET».

— Yo THI CKa3ana?

— MHe HpaBUTCSI MOsI KU3Hb, MaMa. $1 BIOXWJIA CTOJIBKO CHJI, YTOOBI OKa3aThCsl TaM, TIe S
ceryac.

— Ilepcedona, HO TeOe HET HY Kbl KUTh KU3HBIO CMepTHBIX. OHA. .. MeHseT TeOsl.

— U xopormo. iMeHHO 3TOr0 51 11 X0uy. §I X04y OBITH COOOM, UTO OBI 3TO HM 3HAYMIIO, U Tebe
MPUETCS C STUM CMUPHUTHCS.

Jlurio [lemeTpsl mpeBpaTuiioch B XOJOAHYI0 KaMEeHHYI0 MacKy, u [lepcedoHa roHsiia, 0 4yeM Ta
aymaet: «51 He coOUpalch MUPUTBCS C TEM, C YEM HE XOUy».

— 4 npuHsiIa BO BHUIMaHKE TBOM MPEAOCTepeKeH s HacueT O0ros, 0coOeHHO Aufa, — 100aBuia
[Mepcedona. — Yero o1 Goutibess? Yto s 03BOIMIO eMy MeHs coOna3HuTh ? Thl JOMTKHA OOJTBIIE BEPUTD
B MEHHI.

Jemetpa nodieqHeNa ¥ MpOIIUIea:

— 310 cepbe3Ho, [lepcedona.

— W s oTHOIIIYCh K 3TOMY Ccepbe3HO, MaMa. — OHa ocMoTpeia Ha yackl: — MHe nopa unru. 1
OTAa3/IbIBAI0 HA 3AHATHUS.

INepcedona odonuia demerpy u mokunyna cax. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK MaTh B3IJISAOM MPOXKHU-
raet el CuHy.

Oma noxaJeer 0 TOM, 4TO MOCTosiIa 3a ceds1, — AEBYIIIKa ObUIa B 9TOM yBepeHa. Boripoc Tosbko
B TOM, Kakoe HaKa3aHue BhIOepeT OOTHHS TUIOA0POIHs ?

k% %k

3aHATHS MPOIIUIM B TIOTOKE TOPOIUIMBBIX 3arucedl U ryasamux jJekimid. Oosrano [Nepcedona
CIIyIlasia BHUMATEIbHO, HO ceiiuac B rojioBe ObUIO CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO MbIC/el. PasroBop ¢ matepbio
Tep3ajl €€ U3HYTPU.

Xors [lepcedona ropauiack TeM, 4To TOCTOsIA 3a ceOs1, OHa 3Haja, uTo [leMeTpa Moria Bep-
HYTb €€ B CTEKJISTHHYIO OPaHKEPEI0 OAHUM ILETYKOM NaJiblieB. BOrvHs Takke pa3MbllUIsiIa O pasro-
Bope ¢ Jlekcoil M 0 TOM, Kak HauaTh pacciejoBaHue. JleBylka 3Haja, YTo €l HePEMEHHO HYKHO
B35Th MHTEPBbIO, HO HE TOpeJia KeJJAHUEM CHOBA OKa3aThCsl HaeluHEe ¢ AUJOM B 3aMKHYTOM IIpO-
CTpaHCTBE.

Bo Bpems1 1aHua oHa no-mpexHeMy 4yBCTBOBasia ce0sl He B CBOei Taperke, u Jlekca 31o 3ame-
THJIA.

— Yro-T0 He Tak?

INepcedona konedanack, He 3Has1, CTOUT JIM PACCKa3bIBATh MOJPYTe, UTO MaTh 3a HEW IIITTHOHMT.
PemmBiuce, oHa npousHecna:

— 41 BBIsIcHMIIA, YTO Mama 3a MHOM crieiuT. OHa. .. B 001eM, oHa y3Haia npo «HeHoub».

Jlekca 3akaTuia rmasa:

— OHa yT0, 0 CUX MOp HE MOHsIA, YTO Thl YKe B3pocias?

— He npymato, uto oHa kormga-mbo cunrtana MeHs B3pocion. — U Tlepcedona He aymana, 4to
3TOMY BOOOIIIE CYKJIEHO CIIyYMThCSI, yYUTBIBASI, YTO MaTh JIO CHX MOp HasbiBasia ee Kopoii.
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— He no3Bosnsii et cTeiinTh TeOs 3a TO, YTO THI pas3BliieKanach, [lepcedona. M yx TouHO He
TMO3BOJISIA 3arpenarh Tede JeaTh TO, YTO Tl XOUelllb.

Ho cnenatpb crnoxHee, yem cka3atb. [IOKOPHOCTb TIO3BOJISIIA €1 OCTAaThCsl B MUPE CMEPTHBIX, &
uMeHHo 3toro xotena [epcedona, naxe eciu 310 ObLIO HE TaK YK M BECeJIo.

[Tocne nanva Jlekca HanpaBuiack ¢ Ilepcedonoit B Akporoib. OHa 3asBWIA, YTO XOUET
MIOCMOTPETH, T1ie Ta padotaeT, Ho [lepcedpona mogo3peBaia, 4To Ta XOUeT B3MISIHYTh Ha AJJOHKCA — U
el 3TO y/1aJI0Ch, TIOTOMY YTO OH BO3HHK Tepe[] AeBYIIKAMU, CTOWJIO MM TOJIbKO MUHOBATh ITPUEMHYIO.

— IIpuser, — ynbiOHyncst Anonuc. — Jlekca xe, 1a? Paj cHoBa TeOst BUIETb.

bozu. Tlepcecpona He Moriia BUHUTH JIeKcy 3a TO, YTO Ta Tolaja Moj ero yapbl. ITOT NapeHb
ObLT BecbMa 00asiTebHBIM U K TOMY K€ HEBEPOSTHO KPACHBBIM.

Jlexca ynpIOHYIaCh.

— 51 He moBepuia cBoum ymam, koraa Ilepcedona ckazana MHe, 4to padoTaeTr ¢ Todoi. Bor
TaK COBIIAJICHUE.

My:xuuna nocmotpe Ha [lepcedony.

— D710 omnpeaeseHHO ObUT MPUATHBIN clopripu3. Kak Tam roBoputcs, MUp TeceH, na?

— AJtoHuC, MOXHO TeOs Ha CeKyHy? — To3BaJl ero JlemeTpuid, BB/ U3 CBOETO KaOWHeTa.

—Wny! — Anonuc o6epHysics k Jlekce: — Paj Obu1 Hateit Betpeye. [lapaiiTe kak-HUOYIb BMECTe
KyZ1a-HUOY/Ib cXoaum?

— JloBuM TeOs1 Ha crioBe! — yJIBIOHYIACh OHA.

— OueHb Ha 3TO HAZIEIOCh.

Anonuc nocnenwi K lemerpuio, a Jlekca B3rsiHy/a Ha [epcedony:

— Ckaxu, OH TaK ke MpeKkpaceH, Kak Aun?

Iepcedona He codMpanach HajJ Hell HacMeXaThCsl, HO ATOHUC AUy U B IIOJMETKH HE TOTUJICS.
OmHa Tak’ke He XOTesa, YTOObl €€ OTBET MPO3BYYaT PE3KO, HO UMEHHO TaK U MOTYYUIIOCh.

— Her.

Jlexca mpunogHsia OpoBb M yJIBIOHYJIACk, & TOTOM HAKJIOHWIACh M UMOKHYJa [lepcedony B
ITIEKY.

— o Beuepa. O, u nmoroBopuch ¢ AnonucoMm. OH TpaB — HaM HAAO Kyaa-HUOY/Ib BMECTe
BBIOPATHCSI.

Korpa Jlekca ynuia, IlepcepoHa pasnoxuiaa cBOM BELM Ha CTOJIE M OTHPaBMIIACh 3a Kode.
[Mocite maH4ya oHa YyBCTBOBAJIA ce0s YCTaBIIIEH, a ISl TOro, YTO OHA COOMpaIach JesiaTh, MoTpedyercs
BCSI €€ SHEPIHusl.

Koraa ona BepHynach K CBoeMy CTOJTy, AJIOHMC KaK pa3 BhIIIeN U3 KabuHera [lemeTpusi.

— Hy, Tak HacyeT 3ThX BBIXOAHBIX. ..

— DTUX BBIXOAHBIX ? — MEpecrpocuia JeByIlKa.

— 4 mogymas, Mbl MOrsIH Obl cxoauTh Ha OTOOPOYHBIE MCTIBITAHUS, — MIOKAJI TUIeYaMu OH. — B
cmbicie, ¢ Jlekcont. S mozoBy Apo, Keepkca u Cusuiity.

OT1O0OpoUHble UCTIBITAaHUST OB Ceprell COPEBHOBAHMM, YYAaCTHUKHM KOTOPBIX COOMPAJIHMCH
BBICTYNIUTH Ha TipeacTosimeM [lenrtatione. [epcepoHa HuKoOrAa Ha HUX Mpexe He Obula, HO CMOT-
pefa ¥ ynTasia MocBAINIEHHbIE UM PENOPTAKH.

— O... Hy, IO TIpaBJie TOBOPSI, MPEK/E YeM Mbl ITO OOCYIVM, 51 HAJEsJIaCh, Thl MHE KOE C YeM
TIOMOXKEIIIb.

JIuo Anonuca npocBemieno:

— Koneuno, ¢ yeM UMeHHO?

— 3/1ech KTO-HUOY/Ib paHbIIIe MUcal 0 OOre MEpPTBHIX U €ro CIeKax?

AJIOHHUC paccMestyics, a TOTOM BIPYT YMOJIK.

— O, TaK THI cepbe3HO?

— bornee yem.

— B cmrIcIe, 9TO TOBONBHO CIIOKHO.
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— [Nouemy?

— IloroMy 4TO Henb3s1 CKas3arh, YTO AW MPUHYKAAET JToAed urpath ¢ HUM. OHU UAYT HA 9TO
I0OPOBOJIBLHO, & TIOTOM MMEIOT JEJI0 C TIOCEACTBUSIMH.

— DTO He 3HAYUT, YTO MOCJEACTBUS MPaBUIbHBIEC WM XOTS Obl YecTHBIE, — Bo3pasuia [lepce-
¢pona.

— Her, HO HUKTO He xoueT oka3atbcs B Taprape, [lepcedona.

3TO HECKOJIBKO MPOTHUBOPEUMIIO TOMY, O yeM JleMeTpuii ToBOpuj €l B ee NEepBbil JEeHb —
yro «HoBoctn HoBbix Adun» Beerna uinyt mpasay. OHa Oblla HEMHOTO pa304yapoBaHa, U AJOHHUC,
IIOJIKHO OBITh, 9TO 3aMETHII.

— Ciymmai, ecim Thl 3TO CEpbe3HO, s1 MOTY OTIPABUThH TeOe TO, UTO Y MEHsI Ha HETO eCTb.

—IlpaBna?

— Koneuno, — yneiOHysncst oH. — Ho 1ipy 0IHOM YCJIOBHMU: ThI JIalllb MHE MPOYUTATH CTaThIO,
KOTOPYIO HAIHUIIIEIIb.

Ona He Buzesa MpoOJeMbl B TOM, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTH CBOIO CTaThi0 AJIOHUCY, U Obla Obl J1ake
pana Mmoixy4yuTh OT3bIB.

— JIOroBOpUJIUCH.

Anonuc kuBHYII. Y criycTsi HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH BepHYJICA K ceOe 3a CTOJI, OHa
MOJTyYrJIa MEKTPOHHOE MIHCHMO C 3aMETKAMH U ayANO3aIUCSAMYU, B KOTOPbIX ONKCHIBAJIMCH CACIKH,
3aKJIIOYEHHbIE OOrOM C HECKOIBKMMH CMEpTHBIMU. He Bce U3 TeX, KTO Hammcal TEKCT WM 3arucal
T'OJIOCOBBIE COOOIIEHM S, ObLTM skepTBamMu Anja. HekoTopble n3 HUX ObUIM POACTBEHHUKAMU TEX, YbH
JKU3HU TPEKIEBPEMEHHO MPEPBATIICH U3-32 IPOUTPAHHBIX MAPH.

B o0m1eit c1o’)KHOCTH OHA HacUMTalla CEMBJECST CEMb pa3HbIX ciydaeB. [loka oHa yuTana u
CITyIllasia, B MHTEPBBIO BBIIEIMIACH OOIIast HUTh: BCE CMEPTHBIE, UTO MPHIIUTM K AWy 32 TIOMOIIBIO,
OTYAsIHHO B Y€M-TO HYKJATUCh — IEHbIaX, 3M0POBbE UM JIIOOBU. AUJT COTTIAIIAIICS MTOAAPUTH CMEPT-
HBIM TO, O Ye€M OHHU MPOCHIIH, ECJIM OHHU OJIONIEIOT €ro B Urpe, KOTOPYIO OH BhIOEpeT.

Ho ecim oHM mpourpbiBain, TO OKa3bIBAIUCh B €ro BiacTu. VI Auay, Ka3zanock, JOCTaBIISIIO
YIOBOJIbCTBHE TIpEJIaraTh UM HEBBITIOJTHUMBIE YCJIOBHSI.

Cryctst yac AJIOHUC 3a1liesl ee MPOBEAATh.

— Hy, Hanna yro-uuOyap nonesHoe?

— 4 Xouy B34Th Y AHUJja UHTEPBbIO, — pelnia oHa. — CeroiHs, eciiy MnoryyuTcs.

Ee cHenano HeTeprnieHre — yeM paHblIe BBIAAET 3Ta CTaThs, TEM JIyYIle.

AoHUC TTOOJIEIHEIL.

— Tol xouels. .. umo?

— 41 xouy maTh Aujly IIaHC U3JIOXUTH CBOIO BEPCHUIO MPOMCXOASIIETo, — 00bsICHIIA OHa. Bcee,
4TO OBUIO Y AJTIOHUCA, PACCKA3BIBAIOCH CO CTOPOHBI CMEPTHBIX, U € OBbLJIO JTIOOOIBITHO, KaK CMOTPET
Ha BCE 9TH CIEJKU CMEPTHBIX U UX I'pexH caMm Oor. — B cMblicrie, riepes TeM Kak sl HaluIIly CTaThIo.

AJIoHUC TIapy pa3 MOPTHYJI ¥ TOJILKO TIOTOM HAaKOHEIl CMOT MoA00paTh CJIOBA:

— 910 Tak He padotaer, [lepcedona. Trl HE MOXKeEIIIb MPOCTO MPUIATH TY/A, T OOT BEAET CBON
ousHec, 1 NoTpedoBaTh ayaueHnuu. EcTh xe. .. ecTb mpaBuia.

Omna npunofHsia OpoBb M CKPECTHIIa PyKH Ha IPYIH:

— IpaBuna?

— Ja, npaBuia. Mbl 1OJIKHBI HAIIPABUTD 3aIIPOC ET0 TUAP-MEHEKEDY.

— W 1ot 3anpoc OyaeT OTKJIOHEH, 51 MPaBUJIbHO TIOHUMAIO?

AJIoHUC OTBeJ B3IVIsLL, MIEPEMHUHASICH C HOTM Ha HOTY, CIIOBHO OT Bompoca [lepcedonsl emy
CTaJI0 HEJIOBKO.

— Cnymai, eciiu Mbl TIORIEM TyJa, 10 KpailHel Mepe, Mbl CMOKEM CKa3aTh, YTO TMOIBITAIUCh
MOJIyYUTh €r0 KOMMEHTapHH, HO OH HaM OTKazal. §l He MOry HarmcaThb 3Ty CTaThio, JaXe He TOIbI-
TaBIINCh, U S HE XOUY KAaTb.
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«TonbKo He TOor/Ia, KOrja y MeHsI €CTh BO3MOKHOCTh CBOOOIHO BOWTH B “HeHoub”», — mogymana
OHa. AuJl IOXaJjieeT O TOM, YTO TOIEJIOBAJI €€, KOIJa YBUIIUT, KaK OHA pelluia UCIOIb30BaTh 3TO
pamu cBoero Ojara.

Criyctst MrHOBEHME AJIOHUC B3JJOXHYJI:

— JlagHo. 4 coobmry [leMeTpHio, 4TO MBI YXOIUM.

[Tepcedona ocraHoBUIA €ro:

— Tel Benb He. .. pacckazan [demeTpuio 000 BceM 3TOM?

- He O TOM, 4YTO Thl XO4Y€lIb HAITUCATH 3Ty CTaThbIO.

— MoxHO MBI OcTaBUM 3TO B TaiiHe? IToka.

AnloHUC yIBIOHYIICS:

— Ja, xoneuHo. Bce, uto noxenaenis, [lepcedona.

%k % %

AsloHMC TIpUMapKoBaJicsi Ha 000YMHE Tiepen BXoaoM B «HeHoub», 1 ero KpacHblii «Jlekcyc»
SIPKO BBbIIETSUICS Ha (poHe uepHOi oOcuamaHoBoi OamHu Aupa. Xots [lepcedona Oblia TBEpIO
HaMepeHa MOJyYUTh OTBETHI Ha CBOM BOTIPOCHI, €€ Ha MUT TIOCETHJIO COMHeHue. He cmimkom i oHa
pacxpadpuiiach, pelMB BOT TaK BOCHOJIB30BAThCS TE€M, UTO Aaj eil Aua?

AJIOHUC BCTaJI PsJIOM C HEMl.

— B 1HEeBHOM cBeTe OHa KaxeTcsl Apyrou, nmpasaa?

— Ara, — paccesiHHO OTBETWJIa IeBYIIIKA. balrHs 1eficTBUTEIbHO BHIIJIsIEIa MHAYE — CYpOBEe.
HepoBHblii pa3pe3 Ha Tesie CBEPKAIOIIero roposa.

AJIOHUC epHYI IBEPh, HO Ta ObLJIa 3amepra, Tak YTO OH MOCTYyYasics U, He JOKUIAsACh OTBETA,
OTCTYIIHJI:

— Iloxose, HUKOTO HeT.

Emy siBHO ObLJIO HEKOM(OPTHO HAXOAUTHCS 31€eCh, U [lepcedoHa 3aanack BOIPOCOM: IOUeMy
OH TaK 00s1JICs MPEACTaTh Nepe 60romM, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO YaCTO MPUXOAWI B €ro KityO 1o Beuepam?

AnoHuc oTBepHYyJcs oT aBepH, u [lepceona nepHyna ee cama — Ta cpa3y OTKpPbLIACh.

— Ja! — menHyna oHa ceOe 1o HOC.

AJIOHUC 032JaYeHHO OITISIHYJICS Ha Hee:

— Kak 1H1... OHa ke Obuia 3amepra!

JleByllIKa rosasa 1ieyamu:

— Moxert, Thl POCTO MOTSHYJ HEOCTATOUHO CHIIBHO. Miem.

[MarnyB B «Henoub», OHa ycbliana, Kak AJOHUC TPOU3HEC:

— T'O0TOB MOKJISACTBCSA, OHa ObUIA 3amepTa.

INepcedona crycruiack Mo JIECTHUIIE U OKa3alach B yxke 3HaKoMoM Kiyoe. Ee kabmyku cry-
Yasu 1o OnecTsIeMy YepHOMY IOy, U OHAa BCMOTPeJiach BO MPaK BBICOKOTO MOTOJIKA, 3HASI, YTO STOT
3aJ1 BUAHO U3 odpuca Auja.

— Ay? Ectb KTO oMa? — 1o3Ban AJIOHKC.

INepcedona nomopuMIach U eaBa ciepxaiachk, YTOObl HE MOMPOCUTH AOHMCA TIOMOITYaTh. Y
Hee MeJIbKHYJIa MBICTIb TIOAHSTHCS B 0(pric K AWy U 3aCTaTh €ro BpacIuloxX, HO OHa He Oblia yBepeHa,
YTO 3TO XOpoluas ujaesi. BornHs MoMHMIA, B KAKOM BUJIE OH OTKPBUI € IBeph HAaKaHyHE.

ITo xpaitHer Mepe, eciii ee MOsIBJICHUE CTAHET /JIsi HETO HEOXKUIAHHOCTBIO, TO, BO3MOXKHO, €
yAACTCs Y3HATh MPaBAY O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOIUT MEKAY HUM 1 MuHpoi.

CJIOBHO ITPOYMTAB €€ MBICITH, U3 TEMHOTHI 3aJ1a BO3HHKJIA phlKeBOIOcast HUM(a, ofeTast B 00TsI-
rUBaloIlee YepHoe uiathe ¥ Tyuu Ha mmwibke. OHa BBINIsAENA TaK ke MPEeKPacHO, Kak U B MPo-
IIble pa3bl. BOrMHS BECHBI 32 CBOIO XKM3Hb YCIesa MO3HAKOMUTBCS U TOIPYKUTHCS CO MHOTUMHU
HUM(pamMu, HO HU OJIHA U3 HUX HE Ka3ajiach TaKOU XOJIOAHOM, Kak MuHda. Bbiio jiu 310 pe3ynbratom
ee CITy)KeHus1 00Ty TOJ3eMHOrO 1apcTBa’..
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— Yem mory niomoub? — ['otoc MuHGBI ObUT MAHSAIIMM U CEKCYaTbHBIM, HO HE CKpPBIBAT Pe3-
KOCTH €€ TOHA.

— IpuBet! — Anonwc odoren [lepcedony, BApYyr cHOBa 0OpeTs] yBepEHHOCTh B ceOe, U TTPOTSI-
HyJ pyKy. [lepcedoHa ynuBmiIach 1 cerka paccTpouniack, koraa Munga noxana ee u yinplOHyIach. —
AJoHuc.

— Munda.

— Boi 31€ch paboTaere? — yTOUHHII OH.

— 4l nomorHuIA JJopaa Auia, — OTBETUJIA OHA.

[lepcedpona orena B3mIsAA M 3akatwia masa. ClIoBO «IOMOILIHHIIA» MPO3BYYAIO CIMIIKOM
MHOT'O3HaYUTENIBHO.

—IIpaBna? — B rosioce AjioHKca MpoO3ByYaio UCKpeHHee yauBieHue. — Ho Bbl Tak peKpacHsl!

N Anonuc 6si1 B 3TOM He BuHOBaT. HuMdbl Beerma nmpousBonmim Takor 3¢ @eKT Ha Joaei,
Ho [lepcecpona Obia HA 3aITaHUU U HAYMHAJIA TEPATH TEPIICHHE.

Aponuc nepxan MuHgy 3a pyKy JoJblie, YeM CleoBallo, — TonbKo Korga Ilepcedona npo-
KalUIsUIach, OH HAKOHEL] BBIITYCTUJI €€ J1aJJOHb.

— OM... a ato Ilepcepona. — OH xecTom ykaszasn Ha Kosuiery. MuH(a HUYEero He OTBETHIIA,
naxe He KuBHyJa. — Mbl u3 «HoBocteit HoBbix Adun».

— Tak BbI penoprepsl? — I1a3a HUM@BI CBEPKHY/IM, U AJJOHUC, TIO-BUIMMOMY, ITPUHSII 3TO 32
MHTEpeC K UX AeATeabHoCcTH, HO [lepcedona 3Hana, 4yTo Bce cOBceM HA0OOPOT.

— Ha camom nenie MbI 371€Ch, UTOOBI IIOTOBOPUTH ¢ AUIOM, — cKa3asia OoruHs. — OH 31ech?

Munda npoxria ee B3JIsI0M.

— ¥V Bac Ha3HayeHa BcTpeva ¢ 20poom Augom?

— Her.

— Toraa, 6otock, BaM He yAACTCsI C HUM MTOTOBOPUTb.

— Ox, 410 X, eYaJIbHO, — cKa3al AJloHuc. — Mbl BepHeMcs, Korja Ha3HauuM Berpedy. [lep-
cecpona?

Omna npourHopupoBajia AJOHKMCA, CBUPENO B3Upast Ha MuHy.

— Coo0muTe cBoemy Jiopay, uro IlepcedoHa 31ech U KelaeT ¢ HUM MOTOBOPUTh. — ITO ObLI
npuKas, Ho MuH@a JuIb HeBO3ZMYTHMO YJIBIOHYNIACK, IS/ HA AJJOHKCA.

— Bama HanapHuiia, BUAMMO, HOBEHbKAsI M MOTOMY HE B Kypce, Kak TyT Bce padortaeT. Bugure
Jm, JIopA, AUl He JAaeT UHTEPBBIO.

— Koneuno. — Anonnc ooxsarw 3amsictee [lepcedonsl. — Unem, Tlepcedona. 4 xe roBopu
TeOe, YTO MBI JOJKHBI CJI€I0BATh TPOTOKOJTY.

INepcedona omycTria B3IIs1 Ha NIkl AJIOHUCA y ceOs1 Ha 3aIlsCThe, OCIe Yero MocMoTpeia
eMy npsmo B mia3a. OHa He MOXET TOUHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO ObUT 32 B3MJISiA, HO I71a3a y Hee MbLIaju,
a B KPOBU pasropa’joch Iuiams rHeBa.

— Omnycmu. Mens. Ceiiuac ce.

[Mupoxko pacnaxHyB I71a3a, OH BBITYCTHII ee pyKy. OHa cHOBa noBepHysnach kK MuHde.

— 4 B Kypce, Kak TyT Bce padoraet, — ckazana [lepcedona. — Ho s TpeOyio BcTpeun ¢ Auiom.

— Tpebyeme? — MuHba cKpecTUIa pyKU Ha IPy/H, BHICOKO TIOJHSB OpOBH, U 3JI0BEIIE YIBIOHY-
nace. — JlagHo. A ckaxy eMy, 4To Bbl mpebyeme BCTPEUU C HUM, HO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO MHE JJOCTa-
BUT OT'POMHOE Y/IOBOJILCTBUE YCIIBILIATh, KAK OH BaM OTKAKET.

Ona pa3BepHyJ1ach Ha KaOJyKax v CKpbLIach Bo Mpake. [lepcedpona Ha MrHOBEHHE 3a,[yMajiach,
MpaB/ia Ji Ta MOWAET paccKa3arh Bce AUy WM ke MOIONUIET Orpa, YTOObI TOT BBICTABUI UX BOH.

— OTtkyna Aupy 3HaTh TBOE UM ? — CIIPOCUIT AJIOHHUC.

Omna oTBeTMIIa, HE IOHUMAs B3IVIAAA:

— 51 mo3HakoMmIIach C HUM B TOT K€ Be4ep, YTO U C TOOOH.

OnHa no4Ty 4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B BO3JyXe MEXIY HUMH MOBUCIM Bompockl. OHa Hazessach
JIMIIb, YTO OH UX HE 3a/1aCT.
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MuHpa BepHyaach co B30eIeHHBIM BUIOM, U cepatie [lepcedoHbl HAMOIHMUIOCh BOCTOPIOM —
Be/ib HUM(a OblIa yBepeHa, YTo AU UM OTKaXeT.

Omna nogHs1a mogOOPOIOK U HATSIHYTO MIPOU3HECTIA:

— Crnenyiite 3a MHOW.

INepcedona xotena ckazars MuHde, 4TO il He HyKHbI IPOBOKATHIE, HO PSAJOM ObLIT AJJOHHC, 1
B HEM YiKe Pa3ropasioch JOOOMBITCTBO. BOruHs He XoTena, YToObl OH Y3HAJI O €€ BUepalHeM BU3HTE
clofa, Kak ¥ 00 MX KOHTpaKTe ¢ 60roM MEpTBBIX.

IMepcedona Gpocuiia OBICTPBI B3MIAL HA AJIOHUCA, PEXIe YeM Tocie1oBaTh 32 MuHGOi 1o
TOW e BUTOH JIECTHUIIE, IO KOTOPOW OHA BUepa MOJHUMAJIAch 32 AMJIOM U KOTOpas Bejia K 0orato
YKpAIIIEeHHBIM YepHO-30JI0THIM JBEPSIM ero oduca. AJOHUC OTBETHJI €l TUXUM CBUCTOM.

Ceronus BHManue [TepcedoHbl ObLI0 COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha 30JI0Te, a He Ha IBeTax. OHa perma,
YTO €ro BHIOOP B MOJIB3Y 30J10Ta ObLT yMECTHBIM — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH Belb ObLII M OOTOM JparorieH-
HBIX METaJUIOB.

MuHpa He nocTyyana, mpexiae 4eM BOUTH B opuc Auja, U 3aiaraja Brepes, nokaynsas oef-
pamu. HaBepHoe, oHa Hajesiach yaepxkarb BHUMaHue Auja — Ho [epcedona omrytuia Ha cede ero
B3MJIsA]l, KaK TOJIBKO BOILIa B KOMHATy. OH ciieiniI 3a Hell, CJIOBHO 3a JOOBIUEH, CO CBOEro MecTa y
OKHA, U e CTaJIo JTIOOOIBITHO, KaK JI0Jr0 OH HAOJI0/1a)T 32 HUMH, TTOKa OHU HAXOIWJIUCh BHU3Y.

Cyns 1o ero HanpsHKEHHOM T03€, JOBOJIBLHO JOJTO.

B ommume ot cBoero BuepaiiHero oOJMKa, Korga OOruMHs MOTpedoBaia BIYCTUTH €€ B
«Henoub», cerognst Aup Beirisiaen 6e3ynpedno. OH ObUT 3JIeTaHTHBIM BOTUIOIIEHUEM CaMOW TEMHOM
MYYHHBI, ¥ OHa MOIJIa OBl UCITyTaThCsl, €CMM OBl TaK HE 3/IMJIACh Ha Hero.

MuHda ocTaHOBMIIACh U KUBHYJIA!

— Ilepcedona, munopa.

B ee rosnoce cHoBa nosiBuiMch ToMHBIE HOTKH. [lepcedona npeacTaBuia, Kak HUM@a mojb30-
BaJIach UM, KOrJa X0TeJla IOAYMHUTL MYXKYUH CBOel Bojie. MoxkeT, oHa 3a0bu1a, 9To AU ObLT OOTOM.
MuHpa oTonBUHYIaCh, CHOBA TIOBEPHYBIHCH JMIIOM K [lepcedoHe u BctaB mpssMo 3a 60rom.

—U... ee dpye, Anonuc.

[Tpu ynomunanuu AnoHrca Auj HaKOHel[ OTopBai B3s oT IlepcedoHsbl, CIOBHO BBITYCTUB
ee u3-moj jAevctBus vap. [1aza Auja BCMOTpeSuCh B €€ HamapHuka W noteMHeau. OH KUBHYJI
Munde:

— Tst cBOOOIHA, MuHpa. Criacu6o.

Korpa oHa yina, Auji HarmogHWI CTakaH STHTAPHOM JKUAKOCTBIO U3 XpyCTasibHOTO rpaguna. OH
HE TMOMPOCHUIT UX CECTh, KaK He MPEJIOKUI U HAIUTD TOTO Ke, 4To U cede.

Dro ObUT IIoX0M 3HaK. OH HamMepeBaJICs CIEeNIaTh Ty BCTPEdy OYeHb KOPOTKOM.

— Yem 51 00513aH 3TOMY . .. 8MopaHceHuo? — IOMHTEPECOBAJICS OOT.

Ha stom cioge Ilepcedona npurrypuiia riasa. Eii xotesock 3a1ath eMy TOT ke BOIIPOC, TOTOMY
YTO UMEHHO 3TO OH U CHEJIal — BTOPICS B €€ KU3Hb.

— Jlopa Aun, — cka3zaja oHa W JIOCTajla U3 CyMOYKHM OJIOKHOT — B HEM OHa 3amucajia UMeHa
KaKJIOW KEPTBBI, YIIOMSHYTON B kanoOax, — Mbl ¢ AfgoHrcoM u3 «HoBocteit HoBbix Adun». Mbl
MIPOBOIIUM pacCieJOBAHKE TI0 HECKOJIBKIM Kajl00aM Ha Bac U MPHIIUIM Y3HATh, HE XOTUTE JIU BbI UX
MIPOKOMMEHTHPOBATb.

OH nozHsAn OOKaJ K ry0am | criesiall IJIOTOK, HO HUYero He OTBETHJI. AJIOHMC U3Jal HEPBHBIN
CMEUIOK.

— ro Ilepcedona BeneT pacciaegoBaHue. A s 3/1ech MPOCTO... YTOObI MOPAIIBHO €€ ToJIep-
KaTh.

borunsg ucnenenwia ero B3osaoM. Tpyc.

— 310 crivcok oOBUHEHMI TPOTUB MeHsA? — [71a3a Auaa ObUTH TeMHBIMH, Oe3 podIiecKa SMo-
mmit. [lepcedpona 3a1ymasnack, He ¢ 3TUM JIM BBIpaXKEHUEM JIMIA OH TPUHUMAJI YA B CBOEM MUDE.
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Ona npourHopypoBasia ero BOIpoc 1 3a4nTasia HECKOJIBKO UMeH U3 ciiicKa. CITyCcTst HECKOJIbKO
MI'HOBEHHUH JIeBYIIIKa MMOJHSIA I1a3a.

— Bbl noMHuTte 31HX JI0AEN?

Awnj JIeHNBO OTIIVII U3 OOKaJIa.

— 4l NOMHIO KaXAyI0 IyIIly.

— W xaxnymo crnenky?

OH cy3u 171a3a ¥ HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] IIPOCTO U3y4Yall ee.

— Cyrs, Ilepcedona. IMepexomu k cytu. [Ipexae y 1e0s He ObLIO ¢ TUM TPOOIEM, TIOYEMy
ceiyac MosIBUJIMCh?

OHa rovyyBCTBOBaJa, YT0 AJJOHUC CMOTPUT Ha Hee, M OpOCcHIa paccep:KeHHbIN B3I HAa Anja,
JIMIIO €€ BCIBIXHYJIO OT sipocTy. OH MPOU3HEC 3TO TaK, CJIOBHO OHU 3HAKOMBI HAMHOTO JIOJIbIIIE, YeM
IBa JHS.

— BbI nogTBepkaeTe, 4To MpeiaraeTe CMEpTHBIM TO, Y€ro OHU XKEJNAlOT, €CJIM OHU CHITPAIOT
C BAMU U BBIMIPAIOT?

— He Bcem cMepTHBIM U HE BCE, UTO OHU KEJIAIOT, — CKa3aJl OH.

— O, mpocTHTe MeHsl, Bbl pa300PYMBBI B OTHOIIEHUH KU3HEW, KOTOPBIE PYIIHTE.

Ero o oxecrounnocs.

— 41 He pa3py1alo KU3HMU.

— Bl Bcero JmIib 03By4MBaeTe YCIOBUS CBOMX KOHTPAKTOB TOJBKO MOCTIE TOTO, KAK BBIUTPHI-
Baete! DTO KyJIbHUYECTBO.

— YcnoBus npo3paunsl. JleTanu onpenesnsio . TO He KYJIbHUYECTBO, KaK Bbl 9TO HA3BaJIM.
3T0 Urpa.

— Bo1 6pocaete BHI30B X rpexaM. PackpbiBaeTe X camble TEMHbIE TAIHBI. . .

— 41 Gpocaio BBI30B TOMY, UTO pa3pyliaeT ux xu3Hb. OHU BHIOMPAIOT — MOOOPOTH TO WU
CIAThCS.

Boruns ycraBunach Ha Hero. OH rOBOpMII TaKUM Oe3anesUISIIHOHHBIM TOHOM, CIIOBHO 3TOT pa3-
TOBOP 3ByYal YK€ THICSUH Pas.

— A OTKyza BaM M3BECTHBI UX rpexu’?

OHna Tak *J1ana ero oTBera, Ho, KOIja 3ajajia BOIpOC, Ha JiMie Auja BO3HUKJIA TUTyTOBCKAS
ynbiOka. M oqHa 3ta yinpiOka U3MeHusIa ero, MPUIIOHSIB HaJl O0roM 3aBecy uap.

— 4 cmoTpio B mylly, — OTBETWII OH. — BUXKyY TO, UTO TATOTHT €€, pacTieBaer, pa3pylaer, — u
Opocaio 5TOMY BBI30B.

Ho umo mot euduws, ko2oa cmompuuts Ha MeHs?

Ei1 Obuta HEeHaBUCTHA caMa MBIC/Ib, YTO €My ObLIM M3BECTHBI €€ TallHbI, a OHA He 3HaJIa O HEM
aOCOJIIOTHO HUYETO.

U ona copsasnace:

— Bu1 xymmmii u3 Bcex 60ros!

Awun B3APOrHYI, HO OBICTPO CIIPAaBUIICS € COOOM. B 11a3ax ero cBepKHyJ1 THEB.

— IlepcedoHa. .. — Hauan AJIOHHUC, HO €ro TYT e 3aryIyIluI TeIUIblil OapuToH Auja.

— 4 momoraio 3TUM cMepTHBIM. — OH HECTIEIIHO MIArHyj1 K HEei.

— Kak? Ilpenyarast HeBBIMOTHUMYIO cliefiKy? OTKa)XuUCh OT CBOEU 3aBUCUMOCTH WJIU JIUIIIHUCh
KU3HU? DTO MPOCTO CMEIIHO, AU/,

— Y MeHs ObUIH yCTieXu, — BO3Pa3uJI OH.

— Ma? U uto xe 310 ObLTH 32 ycniexu? [lonaraio, s Bac 3TO He UMeeT 3HaYeHUsI, Beb BbI B
moOOM clTyJae BbIMTphIBaeTe, BepHO? Bee aymm paHo MM MO3/IHO MOMAAAIoT K BaM.

Ero B3m1s111 cTan KaMeHHBIM, U OH IIarHy emie omake K Ilepcedone, HO myTh eMy BApPYT Tpe-
rpaaui AnoHuc. B miazax Auja noJyibIXHYJ1 OrOHb, OH €/1Ba 3AMETHO ABUHYJI 3aISICTheM, U AJJOHHUC,
OOMSIKHYB, PyXHYJI Ha TIOJI.
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— UYro BHI cnenanu? — [epcedona xoTena HaKJIOHUTHCS K HAllapHUKY, HO AMJ] CXBaTWUJI ee 3a
3amsCThs, yIepKaB Ha HOrax M NPUTsAHYB K cebe. OHa 3a/iepkana AbIXaHKe, He KeJlash HaXOAUThCS
TaK OJIM3KO K HEMY, YyBCTBOBATh €r0 TEIJIO U BABIXaTh €ro 3arax.

OHa orryTuia ero JpIxaHue Ha CBOMX Iy0ax, KOIjia OH 3arOBOPUIL:

— 4 monaraio, Bbl He XOTUTE, YTOOBI OH YCIIBIIIAN TO, UTO Sl CKaXy BaM, — He OECIIOKOHUTECh, 5
He MoTpedyIo OT Bac IUIATH 32 TO, YTO COTPY €ro MaMsTh.

— O, Kak BEJIMKOAYIIHO C Ballleil CTOPOHBI, — YCMEXHYJIaCh OHa, BBITMOast 11et0, YTOOBI BCTpe-
TUTBCSI C HUM B3II100M. OH CKJIOHWJICS HAJl HEH, U JIMIIb €r0 pyKH, OOXBATHBIINE €€ 3arlsiCThsl, He
JaBaJIM € ynacTh.

— BblI cimmikom BOSIbHO MOMb3yeTech O1aroM, KOTOpBIM st Bac ofapu, jienu [epcegona. — Ero
roJI0C ObLT HU3KMM — CIIMIIIKOM HU3KUM IS 9TOTO pasroBopa. JTo ObUI roJIoc JIOOOBHUKA — TETUIBIH
Y CTPACTHBIN.

— BBl He yTOUHSIM, KaK MHE TIOJIb30BaThCsl BAIIM OJ1aroM.

Ero rnaza cy3wiichk 10 mesioyuex.

— Her, Ho 51 oxxunan, uto Bbl OyaeTe 6ojiee OCMOTPUTENbHBL, a BbI IPUTAIIMIN B MOU BJIaCHUS
9M0O20 CMEPTHOTO.

[Ipunuia ee ouepeab NPUILYPUTHCA.

— Bl ¢ HUM 3HaKOMBI?

AnJ IpOUTHOPUPOBAJT €€ BOIIPOC.

— Bl mianupyere Harmmcats 000 MHe ctathio? Ckakwure, jteau [lepcedoHa, a BbI BKIIOUHTE B
Hee MoAPOOHOCTH Harero ¢ Bamu oomeHus1? Kak Bl HEOCMOTPUTEBHO MPUTTIACKUIIA MEHSI K CBOEMY
CTOJIy, YMOJISUIM HayYUTb BaC UrpaTh B KapTHI. ..

— 4 e ymonsna!

— Pacckaskere Jiu Bbl O TOM, Kak Ballle TeJIO BCIbIXMBAET, HAYMHAS C BaILIEH PEJIECTHOM I0JI0BKU
Y 3aKaHYMBasl MAJIbLIAMH HOT, B MOEM TPUCYTCTBUM U KaK U3-32 MEHsI y BaC COMBAETCSI IbIXaHUeE. . .

— 3amomuure!

OH HakJIOHUJICS ere ONrKe.

— Pacckasxere Bbl 0 TOM Oy1are, KOTOPBIM 51 BAC OJAPUJI, WU CIIUIIKOM CTHIUTECH €ro?

— llpexpamume!

Ona otnipsiHya, 1 AU OTIIYCTHII €€, HO OH €llle HEe JOrOBOPKIIL.

— BbI MOXeTe BUHUTH MEHsI 3a TO, YTO BHIOpAJIM CaMH, HO 9TO HUYEro He MeHsieT. Bl Most Ha
IIECTh MECSIIIEB, M 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO, €CJIM BBl HAMUIIIETE 000 MHE, sl TAPAHTUPYIO BaM TOCIICACTBHUS.

Ona u30 Bcex ChJT MocTapanach He 3aapoxarb. OH POU3HEC 3TO CIIOKOWHO, U 3TO ee 00eCKy-
PaKWIO — Y HEe CJIOKMJIOCH BIIeUaTIeHUEe, YTO BHYTPU OH AAJIEK OT CIIOKOICTBUSI.

— To, 4T0 roBOpAT 0 Bac, npasaa. — Ee rpyap BBICOKO MOJHMMAJIACh U OIyCcKaslach. — Bl miiyxu
K MosibOam. Bam uysx1o Musocepue.

Boipaskenue yivna Anjia 0CTajgoCch HEMMPOHUIIAEMbIM.

— HuxTo He MonuTcst 60Ty MEpTBbIX, MIJIEH, a KOT/Ia KTO-TO 9TO BCE-TaKH AENAeT, yKe CIUIII-
KOM TI03/IHO.

Awuj1 B3MaxHyJ pyKou, 1 AJIOHUC OYHYJICS, C/ieNaB pe3kuid BOoX. OH TYT ke cel U OIIsiIeNcs
BOKPYT. YBuAeB Auja, OH BCKOYWJI HA HOTH.

— [I-npoctuTe, — cka3zas oH. [ 1a3a ero ObLIM OIMYIIEHBI B IO, YTOOBI HE BCTPETUTHCS B3IJISIIOM
¢ Gorom.

— 51 6onplnie He Oyqy OTBEYaTh HA HAa KaKUe BaIllM BOMIPOCHL, — cKazal Aul. — MuHpa nokaxer
BaM, IJI€ BBIXOI.

Awuj OTBEpHYJICS, U B ABEPAX B Ty ke CEKyH/Ay Bo3HMKJIA MuHa, npoxuras 3nisaoM [lep-
cepoHy. Y OOTMHM MPOCKOIB3HYJIA MBICIIb, YTO HUM(a ¢ AUOM MOTYT COCTABUTH JOBOJIBHO yCTpa-
HIAIOLIYIO [Tapy, U € 3TO He MOHPaBUJIOCh.
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—Iepcedona. — I'omoc Auga norpedoBa ee BHUMaHMsI, KOT/Ia OHU ¢ AJIOHUCOM YK€ ITOBEpHY-
JIMCh, 9TOOBI yiiTH. OHAa OCTAHOBWJIACH BO3JIE IBEPH U 0O0EpHYIach. — S M0OaBIo Ballie UMsI B CITUCOK
MOMX TOCTE Ha CETOAHSIITHUI Beuep.

OH Bce er1ie aJ, 4TO OHA MPUAET ceronHs BeuepoM? Y Hee Bce BHYTpH ynano. Kakoe Haka-
3aHMe OH JI00ABUT K €€ 3aKJII0UYEHUIO 32 HeYUTUBOCTb? Y Hee ObUI KOHTPAKT, ¥ OHA YKe JIOJKHA Oblia
eMy yCIIyTy.

OHa cekyH/1y CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, M BCS €ro ThMa CJIMJIACh BOSMHO, 32 UCKJIIOUYEHUEM TJIa3, YTo
ropesnu, OyITo KOCTep B HOUM.

Ona BhINLIA U3 ourca, He oOpalas BHUMaHUs Ha OIIapallleHHOE BhIpaKeHUe JIMa AJJOHKCA.

Korma onu nokunynu «HeHouw», A1OHUC PpOOOPMOTAIT:

— Yt0 ), 3T0 OBUIO UHTEPECHO.

INepcedona enpa ero ciaymana. OHa OblIa CIUIIKOM MOTPYKEHA B Pa3MBIILICHUS O TOM, YTO
BBISICHUJIOCH B O(price Ausia, 1 mpedbiBajia B yXace OT TOro, Kak OH 3JI0yHOTpeOIIsisT CBOel BJIACThIO,
MOPOYHO Beps, UTO nomozaem.

— Th roBopuia, 4To JIMib OOHAXAbBI BCTPEYAIACh C AI/II[OM? — YTOYHHJI NTap€Hb, KOI’la OHU
CeJIM K HeMy B MallliHYy.

-A?

— Aup, Thl C HUM BCTpeyasiach TOJIbKO OAUH pa3?

Ilepcedpona ycraBuiiach Ha Hero. Auj ckasal, 4To COTpeT AJOHUCY MaMsTh, HO U3-3a TOTO
BOIPOCA OHA 3aCOMHEBAJIACh, CpaboTasia JIM ero Marusi.

— Jla, — HEOXOTHO MpU3HaIa OHa. — A 4TO?

OH nosxait riedyamu:

— IIpocto 4yBCcTBOBAJIOCH HANPsDKEHUE, OYATO. .. MEXKY BAMU YTO-TO OBLIO.

Kak Tak momyumsioch, 9T0 BCEro mapa 4acoB OOIIEHMsI Ka3ajlach Terepb LIeJIOW BEUHOCTHIO?
[Nouemy oHa npuriacuia Auza k crony? Ona 3Hama, 4To OyJeT KajleTh 00 ITOM pelleHnH O KOHIA
CBOEH JKU3HU. DTa cliesIka UMesia KOT'TH, ¥ Y Hee He ObUIO IIAHCOB BHIPBAThCS U3 HUX, HE 3apaboTaB
pambl. CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO CTOSIIO Ha KOHY, CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO TOTO, YTO 3arpernieHo. OT 3Toro 3aBucesa
cBobona [epcedoHbl — 1 ONTACHOCTH OKPYkKaJM €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Ilepcedona? — obparmiicst K Hell AIOHHC.

Ona czienana riryOOKui BIOX.

— Her. Mexay Hamu HIUEro He ObLIO.
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I'naBa VI. Ctukc

Ymo mul HadeHewb Ons nymewecmeust o NOO3EMHOMY Mupy ?

IMepcedona crpammBana cedst 00 3TOM C TOr0 MOMEHTa, Kak BbIIUIa U3 opuca Auna. Ei
HY’KHO OBLIO 33/1aTh 60Ty Gosbie BorpocoB. [Ipeacrount mm um nemmas nporynka? Kakas tam, BHU3Y,
norona? Eil mokazanack coOMa3HUTEILHON Hest HAeTh ITaHbI 7151 HOTH, IPOCTO YTOOBI YBUAETH €T0
peaKkLuIo, HO MOTOM OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO CHayasla el Hy)kHO BOWTH B «HeHoub», a Tam ObLI Apecc-
KO[I.

B wurore ona BbIOpasa KOpOTKOE cepeOpHCTOe IUIaTheé ¢ HU3KMM BBIPE3OM M CBEpKaloIIve
nonodku. OHa BbIIILIA U3 aBTOOYyCa nepes KiyooM Aunjia U HalpaBUJIach MPsIMO KO BXOAY, UTHOPUPYS
3aBUCTJIMBbIC B3MJIsIbl U3 HEBEPOATHO JUIMHHOW ouepean. Beimmbanoii Ha Bxoae Obl1 He [lyHKaH, HO
Toxxe orp. [lepcedoHe cTano MHTepecHO, Kak AW Haka3ajl MOHCTpa 3a TO, KaK OH ¢ Hell o0oIescs.
Hano npusHath, B TOT MOMEHT 60T MepTBHIX ee yauBiI. OH BCTYNMIICS 32 Hee He TMOTOMY, YTO OHa
OblTa OOTMHEH, a TIOTOMY, YTO OHA OblIa KEHIIIMHOM.

W, HecMOTps Ha €ro MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE HEIOCTATKH, 3TOT MOCTYNOK AMJIa BbI3BaJ Y HEE yBa-
KEHME.

— MeHs 30ByT... — HayaJsa OHa.

— Bam He HyXHO TIpeCTaBIATHCS, MUJIEH, — TIEPEOIT ee Orp.

INepcedona nokpacHena, HaAEsCh, YTO HUKTO B O/MKaMIIeN K HUIM YacTh OYepeIv €ro He YCIIbl-
man. Orp npoTsHy PyKy U OTKpbUI IBEPh, KMBHYB ell. OTKyna 310 co3nanue ee 3Hayo? Heyxenn
aeno 6bu10 Bo Onare Auyia? OHO KakuM-TO 00pa30M CTAJIO BUAUMBIM?

Omna BcTpeTriiach IJ1a3aMu C OrpoM:

— Kak Te6s 30ByT?

Cy1uecTBo OTBETWIIO €M C YAUBJIEHHBIM B3IVIAAOM:

— MekoHHEH, MUJIEIN.

— MexkoHHeH, — oHa yibIiOHynack. — [Toxkaiyiicra, 30Bu MeHs [lepcedonoi.

Y Hero oxkpyrimiamcsy rasa:

— Munienu. .. s He mory. Jlopn Aug, oH. ..

— 41 norosopio ¢ topnom Auzgom. — OHa NoJIOKWIIA JIAJOHb Ha TUIEYo orpa. — 308U MeHs [lep-
ce(pOHOM.

MeKOHHEH OTBETWJI il KPUBOH YJIBIOKOH U cienal BUTUEBATHIN KECT, MOKJIOHUBIIKCH.

— Ilepcedona.

Omna paccMmesinace U nokavyaia ronooy. [Iozxe oHa MOroBOpUT ¢ HUM O IOKJIOHAX, a TIOKa,
€CJIM OH XOTsI ObI TIepeCTaHeT Ha3bIBaTh €€ «MWJIE/IN», OHA yKe OyIeT CUMTaTh ITO MOOSIOMH.

[Mepcedona Boma B Ki1y0 1 HAIPaBUIIACh B TJIABHBIN 3aJ1, HO CTOWJIO €d CITYCTUTBCS 110 JIECT-
HHIIE, KaK Tepel Hell BO3HMK catup. OH ObUT peKpaceH B CBOEW YepHOU pyOalllke, ¢ B3bepOIleH-
HBIMU TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMU, KO3JITHON OOPOZIKOW ¥ TEMHBIMU POTaMH, N3rHOaBIIMMICS 110 OOKaM OT
€ro T'OJIOBBI.

— Jlenu Ilepcedona? — yTOUHWII OH.

— IIpocto Ilepcedona, — ckazana oHa. — [loxaiyiicra.

— IIpomy npowennus, neau Ilepceona, g roBopio Tak, Kak MpuKasai Jopd Auf.

Heyxenu el npuaeTcs NonpocuTs Kaxa0ro U3 HAX?

— Jlopn Aug He MOXeT yKa3blBaTh MHE, KaK MHE ceOsl Ha3bBaTh. — BOrMHS yIbIOHYIACh. —
ITpocro Ilepcedona.

VYronku ero ryd NpunogHsuInCh.

— Bl MHe yxe HpaButech. S Mnmac. Jlopn Aua npocuit 3a Hero U3BMHUATHCA. OH MOKa 3aHAT
KO€-4eM JIPYTMM U XOTeJl, YTOObI 51 POBOAMII Bac K HeMy B oduic. OH oOemia, YTo He 3aCTaBUT Bac
JOJITO KJATh.
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Eii cTaso mo60onbITHO, 9TO MOIJIO €10 3aepKarh. BO3MOKHO, OH 3aKJII0YaJI e1ie OJMH yKaCHBIH
KOHTPAKT CO CMEPTHBIM. .. Wi Obu1 ¢ MUHDOIA.

— ¢ momoxny y 6apa.

— borocsk, He nonyuurces.

— Eie onuH npukas? — cnpocuiia oHa.

Nnuac oTBeTHI U3BUHSIIOIIEHCS YIIBIOKOIM:

— boiock, 3TOMY npHKa3y npuaercs noquuHuThes, Ilepcedona.

70 BBI3BAJIO B Hel pazjpakenue, Ho Mmac Oput He BUHOBAT. OHA YIIBIOHYIACH CATUPY:

— Tonbko pagu Bac. Begure MeHs.

Omna nocnenoBaia 3a caTUpOM, IMOKa OH MPOKJIAIBIBAJ IyTh CKBO3b TOJITY, a TIOTOM IO YK€
3HAKOMOM eil fjopore k opucy Auna. Ee ynusuio, uyto oH Boiiesn B opuc BMecte ¢ Heil. Catup nopo-
11es K 6apy, y KoToporo AuJ HaJIMBaJl ce0e HAlIMTOK JTHEM.

— Hanmutes Bam yero-uuoyns? Moskert, BuHa?

— Ha, noxanyiicra. KabepHe, ecnu ectb. — Eciu eii mpeacTosiyio MpoBeCcTH Bech Bedep ¢ AUIOM,
71a ellie ¥ B MOA3EMHOM I1aPCTBE, €l HY)KHO OBUIO BBITIUTb.

— Ceituac BepHYCb!

Catup ObLT TakuM BecesbiM, uTo Ilepcedore OBLIO CIIOKHO MOBEPUTH, UYTO OH padoTaeT Ha
Awuna. C npyroii cTopoHbl, AHTOHUI oynTas ceoero 6ora. Eif crayio uHTepecHo, ayBcTByeT Jint Mimac
TO K€ CaMoe.

Omna HaOmoIana, Kak OH BRIOMpas OYTHUTIKY C BUHOM M OTKpbiBaJl ee. CIycTsi MTHOBEHUE OHA
Crpocua:

— Ilouemy BbI cityxute Auay?

— 4 "e cyxy nopay Auny. 51 Ha Hero padoraw. Ecth pa3Huiia.

Cnpaseonuso.

— Toraa nouemy BbI Ha Hero paboraere?

— Jlopn Auj oueHb BeMKOIYIIEH, — OOBSICHWI catup. — He BepbTe BceMy TOMY, YTO O HEM
CIIBIIIATA. BOJBIIMHCTBO U3 3TOTO HEeNpaB/a.

OTU CJIOBa BHI3BAJIM Y HEE UHTEPEC.

— Pacckaxute MHe 4TO-HUOY/Ib, UTO HE SIBJISETCS MPABIOH.

Catup ycMeXHYJICS, HAJTMBAs € BUHO, W TTOAAJ eid OOKaJ.

— Cnacubo.

— Beerna noxanyiicra. — OH cierka KMBHYI, MOJIOXKUB JIAJJ0OHb Ha rpyab. Korma oH cHOBa B3rJ1s-
HYJI Ha Hee, ee YAMBWIIA ero Cepbe3HOCTh. — [OBOPAT, UTO AW/ 3alMIIA€T CBOM BJIAJEHUS, U XOTh
3TO W MpaB[a, Aeio TYT He BO BiacTh. OH 3a00TUTCS O CBOMX JIIOASX, 3AIUIIAET UX U CUIIBHO Tiepe-
KMBAET, KOIjia KOMY-TO U3 HUX MPUYMHSIOT Bpel. Eciii Bbl BXOMTE B €ro OKpy:KeHHe, OH BECh MUP
Pa3opBeT Ha YacTH, YTOObI CIIACTH Bac.

Borunsa noexunace.

— Ho 51 He u3 ero okpyxeHus.

WNnunac ynpioHyncs.

— Her, u3 ero. Haue s1 ObI cefiyac He HAJIMBAJI BaM BUHO y Hero B oguce. — OH kuBHYII. — Ecn
BaM 4TO-HUOY/Ib TIOHAJJOOUTCS, POCTO HA30BUTE MOE UMSI.

IMoce storo Nnmac ymren, u Iepcedona ocranack ogHa. B oduce Auma ObUTO THXO, Aaxe
B KamHHe He mnotpeckuBano. OHa cripocuia ceOsi, He ObLIO JIM 9TO OJHMM W3 BUAOB HaKa3aHWH B
Taprape. Ee 310 ObI TOYHO CBEJIO € yMa.

CrycTst MTHOBEHHE OHa TIOJIOILIA K CTeHEe ¢ OKHaMH M MTOCMOTpesia Ha TJIaBHBIH 3aJ1 Kityba. Y
Hee TOSIBUIOCh CTPAHHOE OIIYIIEHHE, YTO UMEHHO TaK YyBCTBOBAJIM CeOsl OJTMMITUIIIBI, KOT/IA JKHJTH
B 0O0JIaKax ¥ CMOTpPEJTU Ha 3eMJTIO.

Ona BcMOTpesach B TOJITYy CMEPTHBIX BHU3Y. [IoHavyay oHa BUeNa TONbKO KOMIIAHUY ApY3eit
¥ TIapbl, OTTOHSIIONINE CBOM TPEBOI'M HAIMMTKAMU B pyKax. 111 HUX 3TO Oblj1a HOUb BeCebsl ¥ 1 opunt
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— MaJio YeM OTJIMYAIOIIAsCsl OT TOM, KOTJla OHa 0Ka3ajiach 31ech BriepBblie. HO 17151 OCTaIbHBIX BU3UT
B «HeHoub» 03HaYa1 HAOEK Y.

Omna BcMaTprBaach B JIMIIA TOCTEH, B OHO 32 IpyruM. VX BhIIaBav ardyIiye B3rIs b1, oOpa-
IIEHHBbIE K CIMUPAJIbHOW JIECTHUIIE, BEyIEl Ha BTOPOU 3Tax, Iie AU 3aKjIodali cBou ciuenku. OHa
MojiMeyvasa CCyTY/IMBIIUECS TUIEYH TeX, KTO ObLT HANPSIKEeH, TOOIeCKUBAIOIIHIA TIOT Ha JI0axX TeX, KTO
BOJTHOBAJICSI, 3aCTBIBIIIME MO3bI T€X, KTO OTUYASIICS.

Ot 3TOrO 3penuia e CTajao TPyCTHO, HO YKe O4YeHb CKOPO OHHM OYAyT MpeayrnpexaeHbl 00
OTACHOCTH OKa3aThcs xkepTBoil Auma. OHa 00 3TOM 1Mo3ab0TUTCS.

Iepcedona oTBepHYIach OT OKHA W TofonuIa K cTony Auaa. OrpoMHBIN KYCOK oOCHIuaHa
BBITJISIZIEN TaK, CJIOBHO €r0 BBICEKJIM U3 CKaJIbl M oTHoNMpoBain. [lepcedona 3aganack BOMpocom, He
MIPUHECIH JIU €ro CIoJia U3 CAMOTO MOA3EMHOIO 11apCTBa.

Omna npoBesa najibliaMy Mo IJIaJKOM MOBEPXHOCTH. B oTiiume ot ee cTona, KOTOPBIN yXke Bech
ObLJT MOKPBIT CTHKEepaMu U (poTorpadpusiMu, Ha pabodem MecTe Aujia He ObUT0 HUKaKoro Mmycopa. OHa
Haxmypuiack. Ee aTo paccrpowio, Beap [lepcedona Hagessiach HAWTH 371€Ch YTO-HUOY/Ib, HO Y CTOJA
Awujia He OBUIO Jake SIIUKOB.

Omna B370XHY/1a 1 00epHYJIach, BCTIOMHUB, Kak MuH(a MosiBUIach B MPOXOje MO3aau CTOJA
Awupa. Ceituac Ha cTeHe He ObLJIO HU €IMHOTO HaMeKa Ha iBepb. OHa mojionia Oyimke U HaKJIOHUIACh,
YTOOBI U3y4YHTh CTeHY. becnone3Ho.

JIBepb, BUIUMO, OT3BIBAJIACH HA Maruio Auja, a 3T0 3Ha4YMJIO, YTO OHA JIOJKHA OTO3BATHCS U
Ha ee Omaro. OHa mpoBesia pyKo# I0 TJIaIKOW TIOBEPXHOCTH — U €€ pyKa BIPYT MOrpy3uiach B CTEHY.
[Nepcedona oxHyna 1 OTIIATHYJIACK, cepiie OeleHo 3a01I0ch y Hee B rpyau. OHa ocMOTpesia CBOIO
JIaZIOHb CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO HE OOHApYXWJIa paH.

JII000MBITCTBO B35JI0 BEpX, U JEBYIIKA OIJISTHYJIACh Yepe3 IUIeUo, Mpesk/e YeM MormpodoBaia
CHOBa BOWTH B CTeHy. Ta paccrynuiachk nepes Hel, CIIOBHO KUAKOCTh, U [lepcedpoHa okazanach mo
APYTYIO CTOPOHY — B KOPUAOPE C XPYCTaTbHBIMU JIIOCTpamMu. HecMOTpst Ha MCXOIAIIMI OT HUX CBET,
ee HOTY OCTaJIMCh B TeHH, U, CAENAB IIar BIepell, OHa yraja, MPU3eMJIMBIINCH Ha YTO-TO OCTPOE.

Ot ynapa y Hee cOMIOCh AbIXaHKe. 3allaHMKOBAB, OHA MPOIOJIKaJa JelaTh pe3KUe BIOXH, IOKa
IbIXaHMe He BOCCTAHOBWIJIOCH. M TOJNBKO TOCJE 3TOro OHA IMOHsJIA, YTO yrajia Ha cTyneHbKy. CBer
HaBEpXy €/1Ba OUYepUYMBAJ Kpasl JIECTHHIIBI.

[Nepcedona nopHsIack HA HOTH, HECMOTPS Ha OCTPYIO O0Jb B O0Ky. OHa cHsIa Tyhu 1 ocTa-
BWJIA X Ha CTYIEHbKE, a IOTOM OCTOPOKHO TMOILIa BHU3 N0 KpyTO# JectHutle. [IprnxkaB oqHy pyKy K
OOKY, Ipyroii OHA IepXKajach 3a CTEHY, OMacasich, UTO €CJIM CHOBA yIAJIeT, TO mepeioMaet cede pedpa.

K tomy Bpemenu, kak Ilepcedona modpanack 10 3eMiid, ee HOrM U OOK CHJIbHO Oosenu. Brie-
peau CKBO3b paclieMHy NMPOHUKAJ OCIIETUISIONINIA, HO MyTHBIN cBeT. OHa HampaBWIach K HEMy U
BBIIILJIA TIPSIMO B TI0JI€ BBICOKOH 3€JIEHOM TPaBbl, yCesTHHOW OeJIbIMU IIBeTaMU. Baaseke yctpemiisiics
B HeOO ABOpeI] U3 00CHIMaHa, BEJTMKOJIETTHBIH, HO 37I0BELIUIA, CJIOBHO TYYH C MOJTHUSIMUA U TPOMOM.
OrisHyBIIMCH, OHA OOHAPYXKUJIA, YTO BBIIIUIA U3 OTPOMHOM YEPHOH TOpHI.

«Tak 3T0 U ecTh NOA3EMHOE LIAPCTBO», — Aorajaanach oHa. OHO Ka3aJloch TAKUM IPUBBIUHBIM,
TakuM npekpacHbiM. COBEpIIEHHO MHOW MUp o1 ux MupoM. Haz ronoBoit mpoctupanoch cBerioe
He0o, HO OHa He BHJIeJIa COJHIIA, BO3AYX ObUI HE TETUIBIM M HE XOJIOJHBIM, XOTs JIETKHA Opu3, IIeBe-
JIMBILIUI TPaBY U ee BOJIOCHI, 3acTaBui [lepcedony moexutbes. OH MPUHOCKIT ¢ COOOM U CMeCh apo-
MaTOB — CJIQJIKUX IIBETOB, MPsSHOCTEN M mnervia. Tak maxyio u oT Auja. Eil XoTesnoch HaablaThes
STHMH 3araxaMu, HO Jaxe OT JIETKMX BJIOXOB TOCJIe TIaJeHus ee TeJo MpoH3aia 00Jb.

[Nepcedona nomnuia Briepen, CKPeCTUB pyKU HA IPYIH, TIOTOMY YTO 0Os1ach TOTPOHYTHCS JI0
HEKHBIX OENBIX IIBETOB — BEllb OHU MOIVIM TYT ke 3aBsiHYyTb. UeM Jajbliie oHa 1uia, TeM OOoJbIle B
Heill poc THeB Ha Auja.

Ee okpyxasia mbllIHasi pacTUTENbHOCTD. [ 1e-TO ITyOOKO BHYTPH €i XOTeIOCh, YTOObI B MOJI-
3eMHOM LIaPCTBE ObLIM TOJIBKO TETIeN, IbIM U OTOHb, HO OHA OOHAPYKWJIA. .. HCU3Hb.

[Mouemy Aup BEIOpa sl Hee TaKoe 3aJaHue, XOTs U caM yKe B TOM Tpeycren?
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Iepcedpona mpomomkaia UATH B HarpapieHud aBopiia. OH ObUT €JUHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OHA
BUJIeIa B O'POMHOM Tiojie. Ee ynuBJisiio, 4to 3a Hell Jo CuX MOp HUKTO TakK W He Bbiiien. OHa CJibl-
mana, 4to y Auga Obula Tpexroiopasi codaka, OXpaHsIolas BXoj B Mmoa3eMHoe napcrso. Eil crano
MHTEPECHO, YTO TIOMOIJIO €l BBITH He3aMeYeHHOH — ObUIO JIM 3TO ee Or1aro?

BoT TOJIbKO OHA yXke TIOUTH MeuTaa, YTOObl KTO-TO OKa3aJiCs PSIOM, IOTOMY UTO YeM JIOJIbIIe
OHa IIlJIa, TEM TsIKeJiee Ablalia U TeM CHITbHee 6osies OOK.

Bckope nopory et mperpaawia peka. Bona B Hell Oblia HECTIOKOWHOM, TeMHOW U Oy pisiiel, u
peka 3ta ObUIa TaK MIMPOKA, YTO IO JIPYI'YI0 CTOPOHY BUTHENACH JIMIIIb Pa3MbITasl 3€JICHb.

«A 3710, TOMKHO OBITh, CTHKC», — pemia oHa. OH OTMeyYasl TpaHuIlbl IOI3EMHOTO MHpa U
ObLT U3BECTEH XapOHOM, IEMOHOM, KOTOPOT'O TaKXe Ha3bIBaJIM MPOBOAHMKOM Ayil. OH NepeBo3u
AYIIM Ha CBOEM TapoMe B MOA3eMHOe 1IapcTBO, HO [lepcedhona Hure He BUIeaa HU JEMOHA, HU €ro
napoma. [ToBcioy ObLTH JIUIIIb IIBETH — Oeper peKu 3aroJIOHIIN OeCUNCIeHHbIE HAPITUCCHI.

Kak eii nepeceusr pexy? JleByllKa OIJIsTHYJIaCh Ha TOPY — OHA YK€ 3alllla CIMIIKOM JaJieKo,
4yT0OBI MOBOpauMBarh Hazal. [lepcepoHa OTIMYHO I1aBasia, BOT TOIBKO OOJIb B OOKY MOTJIa CHIIBHO
€€ 3aMCIJINTh. Ecim He cuurathb IIWPUHBI, PEKa BbINIAACIa JOBOJIBHO HENPUMEYATCIIBHO — ITPOCTO
TeMHasi BOJia B ITYOOKOM pyclie.

INepcedona marHyna k kpaio 6epera. 1o ObLIT CBIPOH, CKOJIL3KMI 0OpBIB. L[BETHI, pacTyIiye Ha
CKJIOHe, 00pa30BbIBAIH OeJIoe MOpe — CTPAHHBIN KOHTPACT ¢ BOJOM, Moxoxkel Ha HedTh. OHa ocTO-
POKHO MaKHYJIa HOTY B BOJY, TIPEKJIe YeM MOrPy3HUThCs TIOJTHOCTHIO. Boa Obijia XOJOMHOM, JbIITIATh
CTaJIo TsKesee, U3-3a 4ero 0ojb B OOKY yCHITHIIAC.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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