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I'nasa I. Hapuucc

[lepcedona cuaena Ha COJHIIE.

Omna BrIOpana modumoe mecto B «Koge Xayc» — cronmk Ha
VJIUIE C BUAOM HAa OKMBJICHHYIO MEIIEXOIHYI yauiy. Baonib
TpOTyapa TSHYJUCh PSIbl PACKUIUCTBIX JIEPEBbEB U KIyMO C
TBIITHO LBETYIIUMHU (PUOJIETOBBIMM acTpaMu, OCJIbIMA W PO-
30BBIMH TTPUMOPCKUMHU JIOOYIsipusiMu. Jlerkuii Opu3 pa3HOCHIT
apoMaT BECHBI, U MEJIOBBIN BO3IyX ObLT TETUIBIM W IIPUSATHBIM.

JleHb BbIIAJICS] OTJIMYHBIM, U, X0Ts [lepcedona npuruia cioga
3aHUMAThCSI, € OBLIO TPYAHO COCPEIOTOUNTHCS Ha yueOe, TOTo-
My 4TO B3IJISIJ €€ TO U JIeJIO Majajl Ha HAPIUCChI, YTO CTOSIA B
y3KOW Ba3e y Hee Ha CTONMKe. BykeT ObUT KUICHBKUM — BCETO
JIBA WJIM TPU TOHKUX CTEONIsI, — a XPyNKUe KOPUIHEBbIE JIETIECTKU
CKPYUYMBAJINCh, KaK MaJIbI[bl MEPTBEIIA.

Haprmcc Obu1 11BeTKOM 1 cuMBOJIoM Aujia, 6ora MepTBbiX. Vim
OOBIYHO YKpallaJi He CTOJIbI, a TpoObL. [IpucyTcTBHE 9THX 11BE-
ToB B «Kode Xayc» o3Hauasio, 4to Biajesiel] B Tpaype, HOTOMY
YTO JIMIIIb B 3TO BPeMsI CMEPTHBIE MPEKJIOHSUIUCH Tiepes, O0rom
MOA3EMHOIO 11apCTBA.

[Mepcedone Beerna ObLIO MHTEPECHO, KaK K STOMY OTHOCHIICS
Awji 1 He ObLIO 7T eMy Bce paBHO. Bce-Taku OH ObLT HE TTPOCTO
BJIACTUTEJIEM a/ia. byayun caMbIM COCTOSITESTBHBIM Cpeii OOTOB,
OH 3aCITyKUJT TUTYJI Ooravya U BJIOXKUJI CBOU JAEHBI'H B HECKOJIBKO
CaMBbIX TIOMYJISIPHBIX KiIyooB B HoBoit ['peryn — 11 310 ObLH HE



MIPOCTO KaKMe-TO KJIyObl, a SIUTHBIE UTOPHBbIE Aoma. ['oBopuu,
9TO AWJI JTIOOUT XOPOIIUE MApU W PEIKO MTPUHUMAET B KAUuecTBe
CTaBKHU YTO-TMO0, KPOME YEIOBEUECKOM JTYIIIH.

[epcedona MHOrO chblmana 00 3TUX KiIydax OT APYrux CTY-
JICHTOB B YHUBEPCHUTETE, a €€ MaTh, KOTOpast HEPEIKO BhIpaxkasa
CBOIO HETIPHSA3HB 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K AWy, OOOHBIM 00pa3oM
BBICKa3bIBaJIach 1 O €ro OM3Hece.

«OH B3s11 Ha ce0s poJib KYKJIOBOZIA, — HEIOBOJILHO TOBOPHJIA
oHa. — BepmuT cynp0bl, CJIOBHO OH OfIMH U3 Moiip. EMy 10omkHO
OBITH CTBIIHO».

[epcedona Hukora He ObIBaJIa HU B OJIHOM U3 KITyOOB Auja,
HO, HaJI0 MPU3HaTh, OHU MPOOYK AT B HEH JTIOOOBITCTBO — KaK
B OTHOIIICHHH JTIOJIEH, YTO TyJa XOIWJIM, TAK ¥ B OTHOIIIEHUH 00-
ra, 4TO MU Bajaes. YTo 3acTaBisio JIOAEH 3aKjIaabBaTh CBOU
aymm? XKaxna geHer, moOBU WM O1arocOCTOSHUS?

W 4ro 310 Moo cka3zaTh 00 Auzae? Uto eMy mpuHaIiexKaT
Bce O0rarcTBa MUpa U OH CTPEMUTCS UX MTPEYMHOKHUTb, BMECTO
TOrO YTOOBI IOMOTaTh JIIOASIM ?

Ho ceituac y Iepcedonbl He ObUIO BpeMEHU Ha TIOUCK OTBe-
TOB.

Eit HykHO ObUTO padoTaTh.

OtopBaB B3IVISi OT HAPLMCCOB, OHA COCPEAOTOYMIIACH HA
9KpaHe HOyTOyKa. BT ueTBepr, U OHa yIuia C 3aHATHI Yac Ha-
3a]1. 3aKasajia, Kak OObIYHO, BAHWUJIbHBIN J1aTTe. Eif HYyXKHO OBLIO
3aKOHYMTD MCCIIEI0OBATEIbCKYI0 padOTY, UTOOB OHA MOTJIa CKOH-
HEHTPUPOBATHCS HA TIPEATUTIOMHON CTaKUPOBKe B « HoBoCTSIX



HoBbix AduHn», BeayileM HOBOCTHOM areHTcTBe HoBbix AduH.
CraxupoBKa JODKHA OblJTa HAYaThCS 3aBTPA, W, €CIIM BCE CIIO-
KUTCS yIauHO, Yepe3 1IecTb Mecsles, koraa [lepcedona nomy-
YUT JUILIOM, y Hee yxke OyieT padoTta.

Ei1 He Tepriesioch IPOSIBUTH CeOsl.

[IpoxoauTh CTaXUPOBKY €l MPEACTOSIO Ha IMIECTUAECITOM
9Taxe AKpOMoJisi, OAHOW U3 IIaBHBIX JOCTONPUMEYATeIbHOCTEN
HoBbix AuH — caMOro BbICOKOTO rOpOJICKOTO 3/IaHU I, UMEBIIIe-
ro cro oauH 3tax. [lepeexas ciona, [lepcepoHa B mepByio ove-
peab moceTriIa 06CcepBaTOPUIo Ha BEPXHEM 3Take, OTKY/IA TOPOJ
ObLIT BUJIEH KaK Ha JiaJloHu. VI OH OKa3ajicsi UMEHHO TaKuM, Ka-
KMM OHa €ro MnpeJcTaBiisiia, — MPEKPACHBIM, OTPOMHBIM U BOJI-
HyIOIM. YeTbIpe rojia CIyCTsi OHa ¢ TPYJAOM MOIJIA TIOBEPUTDH B
TO, YTO Ternepb Oy/IeT MPUXOIUTh B 3TO 3[]aHME HA pabOTy MOYTH
Ka)KIbIA JEHbD.

Jlexamuii Ha ctone tenedon Ilepcedonsl 3aBuUOpUpoBal,
npuBiekas ee BHuManue. Eil mpunuio cooOrieHre ot Jydiinen
noapyru, Jlekcsl Cunepuc. Jlekca crana ee nepBov NOgpyrou B
Hosbix Adunax. Ona nosepHynacs k Ilepcedone Ha 3aHsaTHH 1
CIPOCHUJIA, HE XOUET JIU Ta OObEAUHUTHCS C HEell JJIsl BBITOTHE-
HUS 1abopaTopHOi padoThl. C TeX MOp OHM CTAJIM HEPA3TYYHBI.
[Mepcedony npuBiekana HeciepKaHHOCTh JIEKCHI — Y TOH ObUTH
TaTyUPOBKHU U YepHbIe, KaK HOUb, BOJIOCHL. A ellle OHa MPOCTO
oboskasia O0TMHIO KOJIJOBCTBA, [ ekary.

«I'me Te1?»

Ilepcepona oretmiia: «Koge Xayc».



«[Touemy? Ham Ha1o oTMeTUTB !»

HeBymika ynpiOHyaach. [IBe Hemenm Ha3zaa OHa paccKasasia
Jlekce o Tom, Kyaa ee B3sUIM Ha CTaXUPOBKY, W Telepb Ta
HEYCTaHHO IOHUMAJIa ee MPEAJIOKEHUSIMU CXOIUTh Kyla-HUOYIb
orMeTuTh. [lepcedone nmoka ynaBanoch OTJIOKUTH ITOT MOXOM,
HO BCE BO3MOXHBIE OTTOBOPKHM ObLIM Ha mcxoje, U Jlekca 31o
3HaJIA.

«41 yxe ormeyvaro, — HaOpana Iepcedona. — BanuapHbIM J1aT-
TE».

«Kode ne karur. Ankorosnb. [lotsl. Tel + 4. CeronHs Bede-
pOM».

[Ipexne yem Ilepcedona ycrnena OTBETUTh, K HEW MOAOILIA
ouIMaHTKa C TTIOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOpoM JsiMuics kKode. Tlepce-
(poHa mpuxomua cofa I0CTATOYHO YaCTO, YUTOOBI 3AMETHUTH — JIe-
BYIIIKA TaKasl ke HOBEHbKasl, Kak M HapIucchl. Bomockl ee Obun
3aruIeTeHbl B KOCBI, 2 TEMHBIE I71a32 00PaMJISUIN T'YCThIe PECHUIIBL.

JleBymika yapIOHyIach ¥ CIPOCHIIA:

— BanwibHbli JaTTe?

— Ha, — kuBHyna Ilepcedona.

OdurmanTKa NOCTaBUIIA HA CTOJT YallIKy M yopaJia IoJHOC MO
MBIIIKY.

— Yto-Hubyp eme?

[lepcedoHa BCcTpeTuiach ¢ HEM B3IJISIIOM.

— Kak nymaere, y topna Auzaa ectb 4yBCTBO IoMopa?

Boripoc 6b11 HecepbesHsiM, 1 [lepcedoHe oH Kazascs KpaitHe
3a0aBHBIM, HO JICBYIIIKA PACTEPSIaCh:



— 41 He noHMMaro, O 4eM BHI.

OcurmanTKa SBHO YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOst HEKOM(OPTHO — BEpO-
SITHO, U3-32 YNOMUHaHUS UMeHU Auja. MHorue mpeanouuTa-
JI1 He TIPOM3HOCUTH €ro JIMOO Ha3biBaTh AMOHEeM, YTOOBI He
NIPUBJIEKATh U3JHMIITHET0 BHUMaHusI, HO [lepcedona He Gosiiach.
Bo3MOXHO, 3TO OBUIO KaK-TO CBA3aHO C TEM, UYTO OHA U cama Obl-
J1a OOTMHEH.

— 4 nymato, 4TO y HEro OIpe/IeIEeHHO ECTh YYBCTBO IOMOpa, —
oowsicania [lepcedona. — Beb HapIycchl — CHMBOJT BECHBI U T1e-
pepoxaeHusi. — OHa MoJHecsa Nasblibl K YBSIIIAM JIETIECTKAM.
ITH 1IBETHI CKOPEE TOJKHBI ObUIM CTATh €€ CHMBOJIOM. — A IHaUe
3a4eM OH OOBSIBIII X CBOMMMU?

[epcepoHa npoH3mia IeBYUIKY B3MJISIOM, U Yy TOW 3aajein
nieku. OHa, 3aMKasch, IpoOU3Heca:

— JI-naiite MHE 3HaTh, €CJIM BaM YTO-TO TIOHAIOOMTCSI.

OdpurmanTKa CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY M BEpHYJIach K padoTe.

[epceona cotorpaduposana kode u ornpasuia ero Jlek-
ce, MPexK/e YeM CIeNIaTh ITIOTOK.

Omna Hajienia HAyIIHUKY U CBEpUJIach C exenHeBHUKOM. [lep-
cehoHE HPaBUJIOCh YYBCTBOBATh ce0s1 OPraHU30BAHHOM, HO ellie
Oostbllie eii HPaBUJIOCh YYBCTBOBATh ceOs1 3aHsATOW. Ee Hemenu
OBbLITH TJIOTHO 3arpyKEeHbI — 3aHSTHS T10 TIOHE/IEIbHUKAM, CpejiaM
U YeTBepraM, CTOKUPOBKA JIO TPeX YacOB KaKAbl JeHb. Yem
Oosipllie OHA Jienania, TeM OoJbile y Hee ObUIO ONpaBAaHUil He
BO3BpaNiarhcsi A0Moi B ONMMITHIO, YTOOBI TIOBUJIATHCS C MaTe-
pbIO.



Ha cnenyromeil Hepene y Hee OyaeT TecT MO UCTOpUM, a e
ellle MPeaCTOsIO MOATOTOBUTH AOKJIA/ MO TOMY e MpeIMETY.
Ho oHa He BotHOBasiack. Vicropusi Oblia OJIHAM U3 €€ JTIOOUMBIX
npeameroB. OHu oOcyxaamu Benvkoe correcTBre, Kak Ha3BaJlu
JIeHb, Korja OOrv CIyCTHIIMCh Ha 3eMilio, U Benunkyio BoiiHy —
y’KaCHbIe KPOBOIPOJIUTHBIE OUTBHI, YTO 32 HUM TTOCJICJOBAIH.

Bckope Ilepcedpona morpysmiack B CBOE HCCJEIOBAHUE U
MOArOTOBKY JI0KJaaa. OHa ¢ MHTEPECOM BUUTHIBAJIACh B TPYI
YYEHOT0, 3asBJISIBILIETO, YTO pelieHre Ansia BOCKPECUTh 3€BCa U
repoeB A(pUHBI CTaJIO peniaimM (PakTopom B (PpHHAITBHON OUT-
Be, KOIjIa ee HOYTOYK BIPYT CO CTYKOM 3aXJIOMHYJIU YbH-TO PY-
KM C MJeaIbHBIM MaHUKIOpoM. OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH OOTHHS JIep-
HYJIaCh, MOHSIIA TOJIOBY U MIOCMOTPESIa B YIUBHUTEILHO rOJIyObIe
J1a3a Ha OBAJILHOM JIHIIE, OOPAMJICHHOM T'YCTHIMUA YePHBIMU BO-
JIOCaMH.

— Vrapaii, yro?

[lepcedona BeITaIMIA HAYIITHUKH.

— Jlekca, 4TO THI TYT JeJaelb?

— $1 muta oMo ¢ 3aHATHIA U TIOAyMasia, moyeMy Obl MHE He
3aCKOYUTH CI0[Ia, YTOOBI COOOIIUTH TeOe OTIMYHYIO HOBOCTb !

OHa nokauHyJ1ach BIiepe]l Ha HOCOUKax, M €€ UCCUHSI-YEPHbIe
BOJIOCHI KAYHYJIMCh BMECTE C HEM.

— Kakyio HoBocTh? — cipocuiia [lepcedoHa.

— 51 cmory npoBectu Hac B «HeHoub» ! — JIekca He oco0o cra-
paJiach CIepXKUBATh SMOLIUU, U MPYU YIIOMUHAHUNA 3HAMEHUTOIO
KJIy0a HECKOJILKO UeJIOBEK TIOBEPHYJIU T'OJIOBBI, YTOOBI B3IJISTHY Th



Ha JIEBYIIIEK.

— Tc-c¢! — muknyna Ha Hee Ilepcedona. — Thl 4TO, XOUEIID,
YTOOBI HAC yOuIn?

— He cmemm mens. — Jlekca 3akaruiia 11a3a, HO roJIoC BCE e
nonmsmwia. B «HeHoub» ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO monactb. Tam Obu1
TPEXMECSYHbIN JIUCT Oxuaanus, u [lepcedpona 3Hama nouemy.

Kny6 «Henoub» npunaniexan Aumy.

Bce T0, uTo mpeniaranu 0oru, nojab30BaJIOCh CyMacIleen
nonyJssipHocThIO. JInHeika BUH [{noHuca pacrpogaBaiach 3a ce-
KYHJIBI U, TIO CJTyXaMm, MMeJia B cCocTaBe aMmOpo3uio. Buirus cimii-
KOM MHOTI'0 9TOr'0 HEKTapa, CMEPTHBIE YPE3BbIUANHO YaCTO B UTO-
re OKa3blBAJIUCh B MTOA3EMHOM LIAPCTBE.

Monubie kosutekiur A¢ppoauThl ObUTA HACTOJIBKO KEJIAHHBI-
MW, YTO TOJIbKO HEJTABHO 32 OJTHO W3 ee TIaTheB YOWIIN JICBYIIKY.
Bbi10 cyneOHoe pa3ouparesibcTBO, M BCE TaKOE.

Kiny6 «HeHoub» He ObUT UCKITIOUEHUEM.

— Kak tebe ynasnocs nomnacth B criucku? — cripocuiia Ilepce-
(pona.

— ITapens ¢ Moen CTa)kMPOBKY HE MOXKET NOUTH. OH poBUCET
B JIUCTE OXMJAHMA ABa roga. Tl MOXEIIb MOBEPUTh, KaK HAM
nose3s10? Tol. S. «<HeHoub». Cerogus!

— 41 He mory.

[Lineun Jlekcol omyCTUIINCH.

— Ja nmagHo Tebe, Ilepcepona. Mbl MoxkeM IOMacTh B
«Henoub»! 4 He xouy uaru ogHa!

— Io3oBu Aupuc.



— 4 xouy, 4TOOBI CO MHOI ToNUIA Mmbl. Ham ke HyXHO OT-
npasaHoBaTth. K TOMy k€ 3TO 4acCTb TBOEW YHMBEPCHUTETCKOU
KU3HU !

[Mepcedona Obi1a yBepena, uto lemerpa Obl ¢ HEll He cora-
cuiack. [lepen TeM Kak OTHPaBUTHCS] YUUTHCS B YHUBEPCUTET B
HoBeix AduHax, oHa 1a1a MaTepyr HeCKOJIbKO OOEIIaHHIA, U Cpe-
I HUX — JIePKaThCs MOJAJIbINE OT OOTOB.

[MpaBaa, Mano Kakue W3 3TUX OOElaHUi el yIanoch crep-
*arb. OHa CMEHWJIa CBOIO CHELMAIbHOCTh B CEPEIMHE CEMECTpPa
¢ 60TaHWKY Ha XypHATUCTUKY. OHa HUKOT/IA He 3a0y/IeT HATsHY-
TYIO yABIOKY MaTepu U ee «Kak dyaecHo», BbIIaBIEHHOE CKBO3b
ckaTble 3yObl, Korja Ta y3Hana npasny. [lepcedona Bbiurpana
o6utBy, HO Jlemerpa oObsiBMIIA BoiHy. C TOrO AHS, Kyaa Obl OHA
HU TIOLIUIA, 32 HEW MO MATaM BCEraa cleJoBajla OqHa U3 HUMQ
Hemerpsl.

W Bce xe crenuanu3upoBarhCcsi HA OOTaHUWKE ObUIO HE Tak
BaKHO, KaK JIep:KaThCs MOfAJIbIIe OT OOTOB, TOTOMY UTO OOTH He
3HAJM O cyliecTBoBaHuu [lepceoHbl.

Hy, onu 3Ha14, ut0 y JlemeTpbl ecTh J04b, HO €€ He MPe/ICTaB-
75 Ko Aopy B Onmumnuu. OHU OINpeNeNieHHO He 3HAJM, YTO
OHa MacKMpoBaJiach 1noji cMepTHy0. [lepcedoHa He npeacTapsi-
Jla, KaK, OOHapyXuB ee, MOTYT OTpearnpoBaTh OOTH, HO 3HAJIA,
KaK OTpearupyer BeCcb MUpP, U ITO HE CYJIUJIO €l HUYero Xopo-
mero. Y Hux OyneT HOBBIA OOr /Jisl U3yueHUsl U HaOMIOAeHUsI.
OHa He CMOXET CYyIIECTBOBATh — U MOTEPSIET CBOOOY, KOTOPYIO
TOJILKO UTO 0Opeia, a 3TOro el COBEpIIEHHO He XOTENOCh.



[epceona peako cormnamaiach ¢ MaTepbio, HO 1aXke OHa I0-
HUMaJia, 4To JIy4llle OyJeT BeCTH *XU3Hb OOBIYHON CMEpPTHOW.
Omna He Obl1a TAKOM, KaK OCTAJIbHBIE OOTM U OOTMHU.

— MHe npaB/ia Hy’KHO MHOT'O BbIYUMTb, Jja €I11e U JOKJIa/l MO/I-
TOTOBUTH, JIekca. K Tomy ke 3aBTpa y MEHs HAUMHAETCS CTaXHU-
POBKa.

Omna ObUTa HaMepeHa MTPOM3BECTH XOpoIliee BIieYaT/IeHHe, a
NOSIBJIEHUE B O(pHiCe C MOXMEJIbSI WJIM HE BbICTIABILIENCS B MIEPBBIN
e JIeHb BPSJI JIU MOTJIO 3TOMY MOCHOCOOCTBOBATD.

— To1 ke yxe Bce Boryumiia!

Jlekca yka3ana Ha HOYTOyK M KUy 3amnuceii Ha ctone. Ho, mo
npaBjie roBopsi, Bce 310 BpeMms [lepcedona n3yyasna LBETHI U 1y-
Majia 0 Oore MepTBbIX.

— W MBI 06€ 3HaeMm, UTO THI yKe HaIMcasia 3TOT TOKJIAJI, TPOCTO
ThI IepEKIIMOHUCTKA.

V IlepceoHbl BCIBIXHYJIM EKU. YTO Takoro, 1axe ecu 3T0
npaBaa? YueOa Oblia IJTAaBHBIM U €JMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO Y Hee JIei-
CTBUTEJIHO XOPOIIIO MOJTYYaoCh.

— Hy noorcanyiicma, Ilepcedpona! Mel yiiem nopassliie, 4to-
OBl THI ycIiesia OTAOXHYTb.

— WU 4ro Mmue genars B «Henoun», Jlekc?

— Tannesats! Ilute! IlemoBatbcs! MoxeT, gaxe HEMHOTO
ceirpath. He 3Haio, HO pa3Be He B 9TOM Bce Becesbe?

[lepcepona cHoBa mokpacHena U oreena B3rIAA. Hapuwmcc
CJIOBHO CMOTpEJI Ha Hee CepauTo, OTpaxas Bce ee Heyaauu. OHa
HUKOT/Ia He TeJIOBAJIach C mapHeM. Psiiom ¢ Hell HuKorja He Obl-



JIO MY’KYMH, MTOKa OHA He Mpuexaja B KOJUIEHXK, HO U MOCe me-
peesa OHa JiepKasiach OT HUX Ha PaCCTOSIHUM, TIO OOMbIIIEH Ja-
CTH U3-32 CTpaxa, 4To ee MaTh TYT ke SIBUTCS U3 HUOTKY/a U 00-
PYILIUTCS HA HUX.

3to He ObUIO MpeyBenueHueM. Jlemerpa npeaynpexaia ee
HAacYeT MY)KYH.

— Jlnss 60oroB TH — JIBE BelH, — cKa3asa oHa Ilepcedone, ko-
r/1a Ta OblJIa COBCEM ellle IOHOMW, — CPEICTBO [Is1 MOTyYeHHU s Ipe-
UMYIIIECTBA B UTPe OO MPOCTO UTPYIIIKA.

— MHe kaxercs, Tol Ommbaebest, Mama. boru crmiocoOHs! Jio-
6uth. EcTh naxe Te, KTO MOKEHUIICS.

HlemeTpa paccmesiiach:

— boru xeHsiTcs pagu BIacTy, MOW IIBETOK.

U korna [Nepcedona nmogpocia, el MpuIiioch yOeauThCs, 4TO
MaTrh TOBOpWJIa Mpasay. HUKTO W3 BCTynuBIIMX B Opak OOroB
He JIIOWI APYT JIpyra, BMECTO STOrO OHU MPOBOAUIN OOJIBIITYIO
YacTh CBOETO BPEMEHHU 3a U3MEHAMU U MOCJIEAYIOIIUMHU TOMbIT-
KaMH OTOMCTHUTb NTAPTHEPY 3a MPEAATEIbCTBO.

D10 3HauWIO0, uTO Ilepcepone cykIeHO yMepeThb JIeBCTBEH-
HUIIEH, TIOTOMY 4TO [lemeTpa Takke /1aj1a eil HOHATb, UTO CMEpT-
HBIE [IJI51 HEE TOKE HE BAPUAHT.

— Onu... cmaperom, — TOBOpWJIAa MaTh C OTBPALLICHUEM.

Ilepcepona pemmna He CHOPUTH C MAaTEPBIO O TOM, YTO CTa-
POCTb HEe UMeeT 3HAUeHUs [IJIs1 HACTOSIIIEH JIIOOBU, TaK KaK 0CO-
3HaJIA, YTO €€ MaTh He BEPUT B JIOOOBb.

Hy, no kpaiiHen Mepe, B pPOMaHTUYECKYIO.



— MHe... Heyero HajieTh, — MPEINPUHSIIA ellle OAHY cIalylo
nonbITKy [lepcedona.

— MoeIllb HaJIETh YTO YTOHO U3 MOeH ofiekpbl. S nake cie-
naio Tebe npuyecky u Makusik. [loxkanyiicra, [lepcedona.

[Mepcedona nomxkana ryobl, pa3MbIIUISS.

Eit mpunercst ycKonb3HYTh OT HUM{Q, KOTOPBIX MaTh ITOCEH-
JIa B X KBapTUPE, ¥ YCWJIUTh CBOM Yaphbl, M3-32 Yero MOTYT BO3-
HUKHYTh TIpoOnembl. [lemeTpa 3axoueT y3Hath, 3a4eM 310 [lep-
cehoHE BIPYT Pe3KO MOHAI0OUIOCh OoJbiiie Maruu. Ho, omsTh
e, OHa MOKET CBAJINTh BCE Ha JIONOTHATEIFHOE IPUKPBITHE HA
CTaXXUPOBKE.

be3 wap nmuuHocTh lepcedonbl Morna ObITh pacKphITa, Tak
KaK y BceX O0KeCTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB ObljIa OfHA O0IIasi XapaKTe-
puctuka — ux pora. Y IlepcedoHsl oHM ObLTA OETBIMHU U 3aKPY-
YMBAJIMCh B CIIUPAJIb, YCTPEMJISSCH MPSIMO B HE0O, KaK Y aHTHIIO-
bl Kyay. M XoTst 00bIuHBIX Yap ObLIO O0JIee YeM I0CTaTOYHO s
JKW3HU CPeJId CMEPTHBIX, OHA He OblJIa YBEpPEeHa, YTO OHHM CPpado-
TAIOT TIPY BCTPEUe C TAKMM MOTYITIECTBEHHBIM OOTOM, Kak AW/I.

— YecTHO TOBOpPSI, MHE HE XOYETCS BCTpEYaThCsi ¢ AUIoM, —
HAKOHeIl CKa3aJjia OHa.

STH CJI0BAa UMEJNY MTPUBKYC FOPEYH, MIOTOMY YTO HA CAMOM Jie-
Jie 310 OblTa JTokb. [IpaBma 3akimovanach B TOM, UTO ed ObLIH
OYeHb JIOOOIBITHEL M OH caM, W ero Mup. Eii ka3anoch BecbMa
UHTPUTYIOIIUM TO, YTO OH ObLT TAKMM HEYJIOBUMBIM, a TIapH, KO-
TOpBIE OH 3aKJII0YAT CO CMEPTHBIMH, — COBEPIIIEHHO YY/IOBHIII-
HBIMH. BOr MepTBBIX MTpeCTaBIIsI COOO0M BCe, YeM He SIBIISUIACH



OHA, — HEUYTO TEMHOE U MPUTSITaTEIbHOE.

[putsararenbHOe, MOTOMY YTO OH OBUT 3araJKou, a 3arajJki —
9TO npukIodeHus. To, yero Tak crpactHo xenana [lepcedona.
MoxeT, 3T0 B HEil TOBOPUJI KYPHAJIUCT, HO OHA C YI0BOJIbCTBUEM
3agana Obl AWy HECKOJIBKO BOIPOCOB.

— Aupa Tam He OyzaeT, — otBetuia Jlekca. — boru HUKorIa He
YIIPaBJISIIOT COOCTBEHHBIM OM3HECOM !

Sto ObLIa MpaBaa, 0COOEHHO B OTHOIIEHNU Aujia. Bee 3Hanm,
YTO OH MPEANOYUTAET MPaK MOA3EMHOIO 11ApCTBA.

Jlexca oxkunyna Ilepcedony nojsrum B3MJsI0M, 2 HOTOM Ha-
KJIOHWUJIACh HAJl CTOJIOM.

— Jlesio B TBOEH Mame, 1a? — TUXO CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

[lepcepona ynuBieHHO ycraBuiaach Ha noapyry. OHa HUKO-
Ija He ToBOopwiIa 0 cBoer Mame. Iloromy uto pemmnia, 4To Yyem
MEHbIIIEe OHA O HEel PacCKaKeT, TEM MEHbIIe BOMPOCOB el OyayT
3aJaBaTh ¥ TEM MEHbIIE €l TPUIETCS JIraTh.

— OTKyza Tel 3HaelIb? — TOINBKO M cMomia npousHectu [lep-
cedoHa.

Jlekca noxasia rie4yamu:

— Hy, Tl HUKOIAa O HEWl He paccKa3blBaelllb, a apy HeJellb
Ha3aJl OHA MTPUIIUIA K HAM B KBAPTHUPY B TO BpeMs, KOT/Ia Thl ObLIa
Ha 3aHATUSIX.

—UYro? -V Ilepcedonsl oTBUCA YemocTb. OHA BIIEPBbIE CJIbI-
mana o6 3Tom Busute. — U uto oHa ckazana? [Touemy Thl MHE
00 3TOM He cooOmmia?

Jlekca nogHsAIa pyKy BBEPX.



— Hy, Bo-1niepBbIX, TBOSI MaMa BBITJISLIUT HEMHOTO Myraroiie. B
CMBICJIE, OHA BEJIMKOJIENHA, KaK U Thl, HO, — JIekca moexunace, —
xoJoyiHasi. Bo-BTOpBIX, OHA CKa3ajia MHE He TOBOPUTH TeOe.

— U 181 ee nocnymanace?

— 9w, Hy fa. 1 BooOIe mymana, 4To oHa cama Tebe paccka-
xeT. OHa cKazaja, 4To HaJlesy1ach cesiaTh Tede CIOpIpu3, HO TakK
Kak TeOs1 He ObUIO JJOMa, OHA MPOCTO TIEPE3BOHUT.

[lepcepona 3akaruna ra3a. [lemerpa HUKOrIa €l He 3BOHU-
na. VI oHa HaBepHsKa npuexaia Tyaa B MOUCKAX Yero-To KOH-
KPETHOTO.

— OHa 3axoawia B Hally KBaptupy?

— Ona nonpocuia 1nokasarb € TBOI0 KOMHATY.

— IIpoknsrtee. — [epcedone Tereps Hy:KHO ObLIIO TTPOBEPUTD
3epkasia. BO3MOXKXHO, ee MaTh OCTaBHJIA Yaphl, YTOOBI C TIOMOIIIBIO
HUX HAOII01aTh 32 OOrMHEN.

— Kak 6b1 Tam HU ObUTO, Y MEHS CIIOKUIJIOCH BIIEYATIEHUE, UTO
OHA... CJIUIIKOM O TeOe 3a00THTCHI.

370 OBUIO HY MPOCTO MpeyMeHbIlieHne rojaa. emerpa 3a60-
Tuiack o [lepcepoHe HACTONMBKO, UTO JEBYIIKA MPAKTUYECKU HE
KOHTaKTHpOBaJia C BHEULIHUM MUPOM BIUIOTb JI0 CBOETO BOCEM-
Ha/IUATUJIETUS].

— Ara, OHa Ta eIle cTepBa.

Jlekca B U3ymiieHMU NpUIOAHSIa OpOBU:

— TBowu cnoBa, He mou. — OHa caenania naysy, a moToM OCTO-
POXKHO CITpocuiia: — Xouelnb 00 STOM MOrOBOPHUTH?

— Her, — nomorana rosnosou Ilepcedona. PazroBopsl el He



HIOMOTYT, a BOT noxoy B «HeHoub» — Bo3MoxkHO. OHa y/IbIOHY-
nace. — Ho cerozns s coctaBimio Tebe KOMIaHUIo.

Bo3MokHO, 3aBTpa OHa TIOKAJIEET O CBOEM PEeIIeHUH, OCOOEH-
HO ec/v ee MaThb 000 BceM y3HaeT. Ho mpsiMo ceifyac oHa 4uyB-
cTBOBasa cebs1 OyHTApKOM, a JIydIiero crocoda ycTpouTh OyHT,
KpOMe KakK TMOWTH B KiIyO Oora, KOTOpOro ee Marb TepreTh He
MOJXET, ObUTIO ¥ HE TTPUILYyMAaTh.

— IIpaBna? — Jlekca xjonHyaa B jgagonu. — O 60ru, Mel OT-
JM4HO niposeneM Bpemsi, [lepcedonal — Jlekca Bckoumia Ha HO-
ru. — Toraa Ham HyXXKHO Ha4aTh COOMPATHCS !

— Ho ceiuac TonbKo Tpu yaca aHs!

— Hy na. — Jlekca B31oxmaTuiia CBOY JIJTMHHbIE TEMHBIE BOJIO-
CBl. — Y MEH# yXKaCHO I'psA3HbIE BOJIOCHL. K TOMYy ke HyKHa Lenas
BEYHOCTh, YTOOBI MIX yJIOXKHUTb, a €1IIe MHE HAaJ0 C/IeNaTh IIpuJec-
Ky U1 Makusik Tede. Ham Haio HaumHath npsimo ceidvac!

[Nepcedona He ABUHYNACH C MECTA.

— $1 noroHio Tebs1 yepe3 ceKyHLy, — cKazaia oHa. — Obermaro.

Jlexca ynpiOHymach:

— Cnacu6o, [lepcedona. Byner kiaccHo. BoT yBuauiib.

[Nepcedona ynpiOHyMack, misas Jlekce Benea. B cnenytoree
MI'HOBEHHME K CTOJIMKY MOJOoNIa o(pUIIMaHTKa, YTOOB 3a0paTh
Yamiky. BICTpbIM ABMKEHUEM PYKM OOTHHS CXBaTWJIA AEBYIIKY
3a 3arsCThe.

— Ecnu Tel OHEcel» Moei MaTepy YTO-TO, KpOMe TOTO, 4TO
s1 Tebe CKaxy, s1 TeOst yOblo.

It0 ObLIA TA XKE camasi IeBYIIKA C MAJIBIMU KOCHYKAMH U TEM-



HBIMHU TJ1a3aMU, HO TIOJT YapaMU I0HOU JIEBYIIKU-CTYJEHTKHU TPO-
CBEUMBAJIM YePTHl HUM(DbI — MaJICHBKHI HOCHK,, BRIPA3UTEIIbHbIC
J1a3a ¥ TOHKMe JuHuM Juna. [lepcedona 3ameruiia 31o yxe To-
I/1a, KOr/Ja JIeByIIKa MpUHecIa el HaMmUTOK, HO He cTajla pa3o0-
nadath. Benp HuMda Bcero b geana To, YTo €l mpukasa-
na Jlemerpa, — mmuonwia. OnHako nocnie pasropopa c Jlekcou
[epcedona He xoTesla pUCKOBATh.

HeBuiia otkanuisiiack, He rsas [epcedone B uIo.

— Ecnu Baima Math y3HaeT, 4to s coirazia, OoHa yObeT MeHsI.

— Koro tb1 Goutbcest 6ompiie? — [epcedona yxe 7aBHO MOHS-
J1a, 4TO CJIOBA ObLIM €€ CAMBbIM MOIIIHBIM OPY:KHUEM.

Oma errie Kperue cxaja 3arnscTbe AeBYIIKH, MPEXAe YeM OT-
nyctuth. Humda opicTpo npudpasiack Ha crosie u yoexana. [ep-
cehoHe OBUIO CTBITHO 32 3Ty yrpo3y, HO ee BHIBOIWIO U3 ceds,
YTO 32 Hell KTO-TO MOCTOSTHHO X0/ ¥ Habmonan. Humdwl ciioB-
HO ObUTM KOrTsiMU [lemeTpsl, 1 oHM BriuBasuch [lepcedone B ko-
Ky.

B3t eByniky yras Ha yMUparoIiye HapIiuccsl, 1 OHa KOC-
HYJIaCh YBSJIAIONIMX JIETIECTKOB KOHYMKAMHU majblieB. OT mpu-
KOCHOBeHUs1 [leMeTpbl OHU Obl HAIIOJIHUJIMCDH JKU3HBIO, HO OT ee
KaCaHUsI CKPYTHJIUCh 1 OTIAJIH.

[Nepceona ckombKO yromHo Morsa ObITh A0ouYepbio JleMeTpor
1 OOTMHEN BECHBI, €l BCE paBHO HY YepTa He YIaBaJloCh BhIpac-
THUTb.



I'maBa II. <HeHOUYB»

Knyd «Henoub» pacrnionarasicsi B M3SIITHOW OOCHIMAHOBOM
nrpamuzie 0e3 okoH. OHa ObLia BHIIIE CUSIONINX 30aHUI BOKPYT
¥ M3[AJIM Ka3aJach Pa3pblBOM B IMOJIOTHE Topoja. DTy OalrHio
MOXHO OBUTO YBUZIETh U3 000 Touku HoBeix AduH. [lemerpa
roBOpMJIa, YTO AN MOCTPOWIT TaKyl0 BBICOKYIO OAIIIHIO C OIHOM
IEJIbI0 — HATIOMHHUTh CMEPTHBIM O TOM, YTO UX XKM3Hb HE BEYHA.

Yem nomeie [epcedona crosiia B TeHH Ki1yda, TeM OoJbIie
HepBHMYAJA. JIekca OTOIITa TOrOBOPHUTH C MAapoy JIEBYIIEK, KO-
TOPBIX 3HaJA CO LIKOJBI, ocTaBUB Ilepcedony crosTh B ouepenu.
BoruHs uyBcTBOBaJIa ceOs1 HE B CBOEH TapeJiKe, HAXOASCh B OKPY-
’KEHUW HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOJIEH U TOTOBSICh CTYIHUTh Ha TEPPUTOPHIO
apyroro 6ora, OyTy4r OfIeTOl B OTKpOBEeHHOe TuiaThe. OHa Mmoii-
MaJjia ceOst Ha TOM, 4TO Oe3 KOHIIa HOJHUMAET U OITyCKaeT PyKH,
CJIOBHO HUKAK HE MOXET PEeIlUTh, XOUeT JI OHA CKPBITh HU3KHUM
BBIPE3 TUIAThsI WM, HA0OOPOT, BHICTABUTH €ro Ha BceoOiee 000-
3perue. OHa ofnomkuiaa OnecTAMiA po30BbI Hapsa y JIeKchl,
a ee (popMbl ObLIM JIaJIEKO HE TaKMMHU BblIAlOIMMUCs. Bosockl
[Nepcedonsl HUCTTagaIM MATKMMU BOJTHAMU Ha CIIUHY, U Jlekca
chenaga el MUHAMAJIbHBIN MaKUsIK, 9TOOBI TOMYEPKHYTh ecTe-
CTBEHHYIO KpacoTy.

Ecnu 6b1 ee ceiiyac yBujiesia MaTh, TO HEITPEMEHHO OTIIPaBHJIa
Obl 0OpaTHO B OpaHKepelo, WM, Kak HasbiBajia ee [lepcedoHa,
CTEKJISTHHYIO TIOPbMY.



Ot 310i1 MBICITU BHYTPHU BCE Ckaioch. OHa oriisiienach, rajaas,
HeT Ji1 moOm30cTy mmoHoB Jlemetprl. JloctaTtouHo i ObLIO ee
yrpo3sl, YT00b! opuianTka u3 «Kode Xayc» ymonmuana o6 ux ¢
Jlekcoii mmanax? C Toro MmoMeHTa, kak [lepcedona cornacumnach
TIOWTH C TOJPYTOM, ee BooOpaxkeHre OypHO pas3birpaioch, mepe-
Oupast Bce BOZMOXHbIE HaKa3aHUsI, YTO YTOTOBUT el [lemerpa,
ecau ee norimaioT. HecMoTpst Ha Bclo posiBisieMyio 3a00Tty, [le-
METpa KpailHe CypoBO HakasblBasla Jo4b 3a npoctynku. Ha ca-
MOM jiesie B opaHxkepee leMeTpbl ObUT 1eJIblii yYacTOK, OTIaH-
HBIM TOJ] HAKA3aHUsl, — KaXJbIM LIBETOK, YTO POC TaM, MPEKIE
ObUT HUMOU, TTPABUTENIEM UM UHBIM CO3JIaHUEM, OfIHAXKIbl Ha-
BJIEKILIUM Ha ce0sl ee THEB.

NwmenHo stot rueB caenan IlepcedoHy napaHOMKOM, BbIHY-
B TIPOBEPUTH KakJI0€ 3€PKaJo B IOME, KOrJa OHa BEpHYJIACh
K ceOe B KBapTupy.

— O 6oru! — Jlekca ka3anach MpeKpacHbIM BUIEHHEM B Kpac-
HOM, U K Hell ObUTH MPUKOBAHbBI BCE B3IJISA/IBL, TIOKA OHA 1A 00-
partHo K Ilepcedone. — PazBe 310 He BesMKOIENTHO?

Ilepcepona ensa He paccmesinack. Ee He Beyamisio Beau-
yrie 6oroB. OHM BBICTaBJISTN HAMOKa3 CBOoe O0raTcTBo, beccMep-
THE W BJACTh, HO TIOMOIIb JIIOAsM 3a00THIa MX MEHbIIEe BCe-
ro. BmecTo 3Toro 60ru HaTpaBJIMBaIM CMEPTHBIX JIPYT HA JPyTa,
pa3pyliaiy 1 nepecTpauBaiv MUP 3a0aBbl PAH.

[Nepcedona cHOBa B3MIIsAHY/IA HA OAITHIO U HAXMYPUJIACh:

— YepHblil onpeAeieHHO HE MO IIBET.

— Hymaio, Thl W3MEHMIIIb CBOE MHEHHUE, KOIja YBUIMIIb



Awnpa, — yemexnyJiach Jlekca.

Ilepcepona cepnuTo nocMoTpesia Ha MOAPYTY:

— ThI ke ckazana, ero 3aech He Oyaer!

Jlekca nonoxuna pyku Ha mieun [lepcedonsl 1 3arisiHy1a en
B I1a3a.

— IlepcedoHa, HEe MOMMU MEHS HEMPABWILHO, Thl CUMIIATHAY-
Hasl, ¥ BCE TaKOe, HO... KaKOBBI peasbHbIe IMAHCHI, YTO AU 00-
patut Ha TeOs1 BHUManue? TyT yilma Hapojy.

Jlekca Obuta IpaBa — U BCe € UTO, €CJIU ee Yaphl He cpado-
tatoT? Ee pora npusiiekyT BHUMaHue Aujga. OH HaBEpHSKA HE
YIYCTUT BO3MOKHOCTh BCTYNUTh B MPOTUBOCTOSIHUE C APYTUM
60roM B CBOMX BJIQJIEHUSIX — OCOOEHHO C TeéM, KOr0 OH HUKOT/1a
paHbllle HE BCTpeyal.

V Tlepcedonsl BHYTpU Oyarto 3atsiHyscs y3ed. OHa npuHSs-
Jlach HAKPYy4MBaTh Ha MaJjel MpsAJb BOJIOC U MONPABIIATH IUIAThE.
HeBymika He 3amevana, yto Jlekca HaOmonaer 3a Hel, MokKa Ta
HE cKazaja:

— 3Haeb, Tel MOIJIa OBl TPOCTO MPU3HATHCS, YTO XOUEIlh C
HUM TIO3HAKOMUTbBCS.

IlepcepoHa HEpBHO paccMesiach:

— 41 He X04y 3HAaKOMUTBCA C AUJIOM.

BoruHst He 3Haza, MoyeMy el ObUIO TaK CJIOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO
el IHTEepEeCHO, HO OHa He MOIJIa 3aCTaBUThb ceOsl MPU3HATHCS, UTO
¥ [IpaBJia XOTeJa MO3HAKOMUTLCS ¢ GOTOM MOJ3eMHOr0 1ApCTBA.

Jlekca Opocuiia Ha Hee TOHUMAIOIIVIA B3IJISII, HO TIPEXKE YeM
NOZIpyra ycrelia 4YTo-TO OTBETUTD, C Hadajia O4epeau JOHECINCh



kpuku. IlepcedoHa BeITSHYNA 1I€10, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh, YTO
CIIyYHJIOCh.

MumMO OrpoOMHOTIO Orpa, OXpaHsBILIEro BXO/ B KJIyO — OJHOTO
U3 CO3/IaHUH, CIABSIIMUXCS CBOSH CBUPEIIOCTHIO U O€35KaIOCTHO-
CThIO, KOTOPBIX AMJI HAHSUT 3allIMIIATh CBOIO KPETOCTh, — MOIIbI-
TaJICSl IPOCKOYUTh MyK4urHA. KOHEeYHO ke, 310 ObUia yKacHast
uaesa. Orp, He MOPrHyB M IJIA30M, COMKHYJI JIally Ha 3amsCThe
MY:KYMHBI. M3 TEHU TYT %€ BO3HUKJIU €Ille IBa OIPOMHBIX Orpa,
OJIETHIX B YEPHOE.

— Her! Tlonoxaute! IMoxanyitcra! S tonsko xoren... MHe
HY)XKHO, YTOOBI OHAa BEPHYJIach! — 3aBbUI MY)KYMHA, TIOKa CyIIe-
CTBa OTTACKMBAJIU €TO0.

[lepcedona erre AOTO Chbliaga ero rojoc.

Jlekca psioM ¢ Hel B3JOXHYJIA:

— Kax/plil pa3 O/1HO U TO Ke.

[epceona 6pocuia Ha Hee HETOBEPUYMBHIN B3I/,

Jlekca noxasna riedamu:

— Uro? B «boxectBeHHbIX [lenbdax» NOCTOAHHO NMUIIYT O
TOM, KaK CMEPTHBIE MbITAIOTCS MPOPBATLCS B MOA3EMHOE I1ap-
CTBO, YTOOBI CITACTH BO3JIIOOJICHHBIX.

«BboxectBennbie [lenbdb» ObUT TIOOMMBIM KypHAIOM JIeKchl
CO CIUIETHSIMU O 3HaMeHUTOCTsIX. OHa MaJjio yeM ObljIa TaK ofiep-
’KMMa, Kak 6oramMu, — Hy, pa3Be 4To eIlie MOJIOH.

— Ho 3t0 %€ HeBo3MOkHO, — Bo3pasuJia [lepcedona.

Bce 3511, 4TO AU 5KE€CTKO OTCTaMBaJI TPAHULIbI CBOETO 1ap-
CTBa, — HU OJTHA JTyIIIa He MOIJIA POHUKHYTh BHYTPb U BHIOPATH-



csl HapyKy Oe3 ero Beioma.

VY Ilepcedonbl NOABUIOCH OLIYIIEHUE, YTO TO K€ CaMoOe Ka-
caetcs 1 ero Kiyoa. M ot 3Toil MbIC/IM y Hee TI0 CIMHE Mo0esKau
MYpAIlIKH.

— JIrogeyt 3TO He OCTaHABJIMBAET, — OTBETWIIA JIekca.

Koraa onm okazanuck B nosie 3peHus orpa, Ilepcedona mno-
YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1 BBICTABJIEHHOM Hanokas. OAMH B3MJIs1]] B KPyT-
JIble I71a3a CYIIEeCTBA — M OHA €/1Ba HE OTKAa3aJlach OT BCEW 3TOU
uzaeu. Ho BMecTo 3TOro /ieBylika CKpecTuia pyKy Ha TPy U Mo-
cTapasiach He CMOTpPeTb Ha 6echOpMeHHOE JIMII0 MOHCTPA CITUIII-
KOM J10J1r0. OHO OBLIO CILIONIb MOKPHITO PHITBUHAMM, A HA BbIJA-
BaBIIIEICs BIIEpe]] YETIOCTH CBEPKAIIU OCTPbIe, Kak OpUTBA, 3yOBl.
XoTsl co3jaHie HE MOIJIO BUAETh €€ CKBO3b Yaphbl — M0 YPOBHIO
Maruu ee MaTb IIPeBOCXOAMJIA OTPOB, — OHA 3HaJA, 4To y Jlemer-
Pbl MHOXKECTBO IIMKUOHOB 110 BceM HoebiM AdunHam. B ee ciyuae
HEBO3MOKHO OBITh UYepecuyp OCTOPOKHOM.

Jlekca Ha3Basa cBOe UMsl, U OTP YTO-TO MPOU3HEC B MUKPO-
(poH, NPUKOJIOTHIN K JIALIKAHYy €ro NMuKaka. Yepes MrHoBeHue
OH MPOTSIHYJ PYKY BIIEPE U OTKPbUT JBeph B «HeHOUb».

[Nepcedona ynuBmiiack, 0OHAPYKUB, YTO OHU OKA3aJIUCh B Ma-
JIEHbKOW KOMHATe, Tjie ObUIO TEMHO M THXO, a JIBA OTPa, KOTOPBIX
OHH yX€ BUJEM PaHblle, BEPHYJINCh U 3aHSUIA CBOA MECTA.

Cymiectsa Briepuin B3rsiabl B Jlekcy u Ilepcedony:

— Cymoukn?

OHM OTKPBUIH KJIATYH, YTOOBI T€ MOTJIM IPOBEPUTD MX HA Ha-
JIMYME 3alpelleHHBIX BEIe, BKoYas TeedoHbl U Kamepsl. B



«HeHouwn» ObLJIO OTHO MTPaBHJIO — HUKaKKX ¢rororpacduii. Ha ca-
MOM JieJie 3TO MPaBUJIO PabOTaNIO It KAXKIOTO COOBITHS, KOTO-
poe noceman Auj.

— Kak Awupg BoOOIIEe y3HAeT, YTO KaKOU-TO JIIOOOIMBITHBIN
cMepTHBIN caenan ero ¢oro? — nouHrepecoBasiach [lepcedona
y Jlekcel, Korjia Ta 0OBsSICHsIA e TPaBUIO.

— IoHaTusa He umero, — npusHaiack Jlekca. — I TosabKo 3Halo,
YTO €My BCEra CTAaHOBUTCS MU3BECTHO U MOCIEACTBUS TOTO HE
CTOSIT.

— A KakoBBI IOCJIEICTBUA?

— Pa30uTslii TenedoH, 3aHeceHue B yepHbIil cnrcok «HeHo-
Yi» 1 MOAPOOHASI CTaThsl B KypHAJIE CO CIUIETHSIMM.

[lepcedona moexuyiach. Auj CypoB, W, HajJO IoOJararb, B
3TOM OBLT CMBICIT. Bor Moa3eMHOTO0 1apcTBa ObLT M3BECTEH CBOEH
CKPBITHOCTBIO. EMyY 1ake TI0O0OBHUIT HUKOTIA HE TIPUTTMCHIBAJIH.
[Mepcedona comHeBanach, 4To OH Jan ooet 6e30paunsi, Kak Ap-
TeMuga wiv A¢uHa, 1 BCE Ke €My yIaBaJlOCh OCTaBaTbCsl BHE
TIOJIsT 3peHUsT IyOJIUKH.

W 310 B HEM OTUaCTH €l 1axke HPaBUJIOCh.

[locne TuiatesbHOro OCMOTpa Orpbl OTKPbUIM TEPE] HUMU
emie onHu aAsepu. Jlekca cxBaruia Ilepcedony 3a pyky U notsi-
HyJIa 32 cCOOOM. B nuII0 eii yaapui mophiB XOJIOAHOTO BO3/IyXa C
3araxoM aJIKorojis, MoTa v 4ero-To elle, MOX0Kero Ha TOpbKUi
areJsbCUH.

Hapuucc. Tlepcedona y3Hasia 3anax.

Boruns BecHbI OKa3aiach Ha OAJKOHE, C KOTOPOTO OTKPHIBAJI-



cs1 BUJI Ha TJIaBHBIIA 3271 KiryOa. Jlionu Obuty MOBCIOY — OHU TOJ-
MITMCh BOKPYT UT'PAJIbHBIX CTOJIOB WMJIM BBITMBAM Yy Oapa B TeC-
HOM KpYTy, U KpacHasl MOJICBETKA OUepurBaia UX CUIYITHL. Y
CTEH pacriojiarajoch HECKOJIBKO YIOTHBIX KaOMHOK, OOUTHIX Oap-
XaToM, — OHM TaK»e ObLTN 3aroyiHeHsl JoabMu. Ho Bce BHUMa-
uue [lepcedoHbl ObLTO OOpaIleHo K eHTpy 3aia. Jlionu Ha yTor-
JICHHOM TaHIINoJIe MOXOAWIN Ha BOAY B vaiiie. OHU IBUTAJTUCH B
3aBOPAKMBAIOIIEM PUTME TOf] TOTOKOM KpacHoro ceeta. [loto-
JIOK HaJl HUMH ObUT YBEIIaH JIIOCTPAMH U3 XPYCTaJIsl 1 KOBAHOTO
MeTaJuia.

— [Momumm! — Jlekca notsinyna I[lepcedony 3a coOoli K JIECTHU-
1ie, Beyllel Ha HYKHUM 9Tax. BoruHs nokperrye yxsatusiach 3a
PYKY HOIpPYTH, OOSICHh TIOTEPSITh €€ B TOJIIIE.

Ona He cpa3y Jorajajgach, B KaKOM HAalpaBIEHUU €€ BEAET
MOZIPYTa, HO y’e BCKOPE OHU OKa3aJich y 6apa, MPpOTUCHYBIIKChH
K CTOIKe TaM, TJie XBaTaJlo MecTa JIMIIIb Ha OJIHOTO YeJIOBeKa.

— JIBa «MaHx3TTeHa», — 3aka3aJja Jlekca. Ho korma ona nors-
HYJIaCh 32 KJ1aT4eM, MeK/y JEBYIIKaMU IMPOCKOJIb3HY/IA PyKa U
KHMHYJIa Ha OApHYIO CTOWKY HECKOJIBKO JIOJUIAPOB.

— Hanmtku 3a Moii cuer.

[Mosepuysimucs, Jlekca u Ilepcedona yBunenu nozaau ceost
Myx)unHy. JIMHUSA ero nmogdopoaka Obljla OCTPOU, KaK ajmas, Ty-
CTbI€ BBIOIIIMECS BOJIOCHI — TAKUMHU K€ TEMHBIMU, KaK 1 €ro 171a3a,
a Kokka — cMyTJI0i 1 miaakoil. OH ObUT caMbIM KPacUBBIM MYXK-
YMHOH M3 BCEX, YTO Koraa-nmmoo Bcrpevana [lepcedona.

— Cnacu6o, — BeijoxHyna Jlekca.



— [la He 3a uto. — OH CBEpKHYJ WACAIBHBIMU OeIbIMU 3y0a-
MU — U 3TO 3peTuiiie ObUIO TOpa3o Oojee MPUBJICKATETLHBIM IO
CPaBHEHMIO C HABOAIIMMHU YKac KJIbIKaMu orpoB. — [lepBbiii pa3
B «Henouun»?

Jlekca OwICTpO OTBETUIA:

— Ha. A BbI?

— O... 4 3gech OCTOSTHHBIN T'OCTh.

[Mepcedona 6pocuia B3msia Ha JIeKcy, TYT e BHITAIMBIIYIO
MMEHHO TO, 0 yeM nogymasna [lepcedona.

— INocrossHub? Ho Kak?

MyXurHa OTBETUJI TEIUIBIM CMEXOM.

— HagepHnoe, g npocro Be3yHUMK. — OH NPOTSAHYJ PyKY: —
AnoHuc.

On noxai pyky Jlekcel, a notom u Ilepcedonsi, nocne Toro
KaK JIEBYIIKY Ha3BaJIM CBOM MMEHa.

— He xotute cectb 3a MOW CTOJIUK?

— C ynoBOJIbCTBUEM, — OIHOBPEMEHHO OTBETUJIM OHU, XUXU-
Kas.

C narmutkamu B pykax Ilepcedona u Jlekca nmociaenosanu 3a
AJIOHHCOM K OIHOW M3 KaOWHOK, KOTOpBIE Mpekje BUICIU C
OaykoHa. B Kaxgol M3 HUX CTOSUTM OapXaTHbIe JIMBAaHYMKU B
(opme nomymecsitieB co CTonMKoM nocepeanHe. Tam yxke ObLUIo
HECKOJIbKO YeJIOBEK — IIeCTh MapHel U MsTh JEeBYIIIEK, — HO OHU
noBUHYIMCh, YToOBI Jlekca ¢ IlepcedoHoit Toke MOIM Mpu-
CECTb.

— Tak, 3o Jlekca u Ilepcedona, — 3arem AOHUC 1O 0Yepean



Ha3BaJl MMEHa CBOUX Apy3eil, Ho Ilepcedona 3arnomMHmMIa TOIBKO
TeX, YTO Cujeu psaoM ¢ Heid. Apo u Kcepkc Obiin Onm3Hera-
MU C OJIMHAKOBBIMHU PBIKUMH BOJIOCAMH, POCCHIIBI0 BECHYIIIEK
¥ 04apoBaTesIbHBIMU ronyObiMu I1a3aMu. CUBMILIA ObLIa MUJION
OJIOHAMHKOM, OJICTOM B MPOCTOEe Oesioe TUIaThe, M3-TI0]T KOTOPO-
IO BBIIISIABIBAIM CTPOUMHBIE JUIMHHBIE HOrU. OHA cujenia MexIy
ONMU3HEIlaMM U HAKJIOHMJIach Yepe3 Apo, U4TOOBI MOTOBOPUTH C
[epcedonoii u Jlekcoii.

— Otkyzna Bbl? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Nonus, — orBetmiia Jlekca.

— Onmumnus, — ckazana I[epcedona.

VY AeBylIKM OKPYIIMIKCH IJ1a3a:

— Te1 xuna B Onmumnumn? ['oToBa NOCIIOPUTH, TAM HEBEPOSATHO
Kpacuso!

[epcedona xuma o4eHb Janeko OT CaMOro ropoja B CTeKJIsIH-
HOW OpaHXepee CBOe Marepu M Mo4Tu He Buaenaa OIuMIuIo.
3710 OBLJIO OTHO W3 MOIMYJISPHBIX TYPUCTUIECKUX HAIPABIICHUN
B Hogoii ['periuu, rae 3aceman CoBer OOTOB U rjie y HUX ObUIA
obmmmpHbie BiaseHus. Koryma 60ecTBa OTCYTCTBOBAJIM, MHOTHE
U3 OCOOHSIKOB U OKPYKAIOIIUX UX CaJ0B ObUIA OTKPBITHI IS TY-
PUCTOB.

— Tam kpacuso, — kuBHyna Ilepcedona. — Ho Hosbie Adu-
HBI TOXE TTPEKPACHBL. Y MEHs. .. ObUIO He TaK MHOTO CBOOOJIbI B
Onumnuu.

CuBWILIa COYYBCTBYIOIIE YABIOHYJIACK:

— Popurenn?



[lepcedona KuBHYIA.

— A mbi Bce u3 HoBeix [lenbd, mpuexann yuuThCs B KOJUIEAK
YyeThlpe rojia Ha3aj, — noxpenusics Apo, ykasbiBasg Ha CUBWILTY
u Opara.

— Hawm 3z1ech Toxe HpaBuTcst cBoOona, — momry Tt Kcepkc.

— A 4ro BBl U3yvaere? — nouHtepecoBajach [lepcedona.

— ApXUTEKTYpy, — XOpoM oTBeTv/IM apHu. — B Komnemxke ['e-
CTUH.

— 4 yuycek B BoxkecTBeHHOM Kosueke, — ckazaia CuBwLIa.

— CuBwuia — opakyn. — Apo yKa3asi Ha Hee OOJBIINM MaJjib-
LEM.

JleByllka MOKpacHesia 1 OTBeNa B3MJIAL.

— DTO K€ 3HAYUT, YTO Thl Oy/Iellb CIYXUTh KaKOMY-HUOYIb
6ory! — V Jlekchl OTBUCIIA YEITIOCTb.

Opakyn cuuTasicst 3aBUJHOM JOKHOCTBIO CPEIM CMEPTHBIX,
HO, 4TOOBI CTaTh UM, HY:KHO ObLJIO POJUTHLCS C OMpEeIEeHHBIM
npopoueckum aapom. Opakyiibl BHICTYNAIM TOCTaHHUKAMK 00-
roB. B npeBHMe BpeMeHa OHU MPOBOIVIIN CIIYyXObI B Xpamax,
Tenepb ke BHINOMHUI (PYHKIMKU MeHeakepa. Opakysisl Aenaaid
3asiBJIEHUs] M OPTaHW30BBIBAIU TTPecC-KOH(PEPEHIIUN, OCOOEHHO
Korja y 6ora MMenoch Kakoe-TO BaKHOE COOOIIEHUe WU TPO-
POYECTBO.

— Ha Hee yxe nonoxui ria3 AnosuioH, — cka3ain Kcepkce.

CuBniuia 3akaruia riasa:

— Ha nene Bce He Tak 4yyzecHO, Kak MOXET Iokasarbes. Mos
CeMbsI He 00paIoBasach.



Y CuBusuisl He ObUTO HY Kbl 00BSICHATS, [lepcedona nmonsia
ee 6e3 cioB. Pogureny opakyna ObUTM TEMH, KOTO BEpYIOIIUE 1
60ro0osI3HeHHbIe Ha3bIBAJIN OE300KHUKAMMU.

Be300HUKM ObLIM TPYMIION CMEPTHBIX, OTPEKIIUXCS OT 0Oo-
OB, KOTJIa T€ CITyCTMJIUCH Ha 3emutio. [louyBcTBOBaB cebst MOKH-
HYTBIMHM MU, OHU HE KeJlaJIi MOAYMHATbCA. Bbuto mogHsATO BOC-
CTaHMe, U BO3HUKJIM JIBE MPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOLIME CTOPOHBIL. [la-
ke 6oru, noyepxkasiime 6e300KHUKOB, B UTOTe UCTIONb30BAIN
CMEpPTHBIX B Kau€CTBE MAPUOHETOK, MPOTAIUMB UX Yepe3 MoJs
cpaxeHu. Llemnbii rox rocnoacTBOBaIM pa3pyxa, Xaoc U BOMHA.
Kora OMTBBI 3aKOHUMITHCH, OOTH OO0 UM HOBYIO KU3HB,
HEUTO Jlaxe Jydiiie Dnu3us (04eBUIHO, AUy 3TO He 0c000 I0-
HpaBWJIoch). Ho B uTore 60ru JMIb CBSA3aaIu MeX 1y COOOM KOH-
TUHEHTBI ¥ Ha3BaJM BClo 3Ty 3emimo Hosou I'pennen, nogenus
ee Ha TepPUTOPHHU C OOJTBIITMMU CUSTIOIIMMH TOPOJAMHU.

— 39X, a MOM poauTesu ObUTH Obl B BOCTOPre, — MpOoTsiHya JIlek-
ca.

[lepcedona BcTperunach rmazamMu ¢ CUBUILION.

— MHe xaJib, YTO OHM TaK OTpearupoBaIy.

OpakyJ1 noxaJna rnjieJyamu:

— Teneps, Korna s 31ech, yxke jerye.

VY IlepcedoHbl CIOKUIOCH BIEYaTIeHHE, YTO Y HUX ¢ CUBUII-
JIOI MHOTO OOILIEro B TOM, YTO KacaeTcsl pOAUTENIEH.

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO HIOTOB Pa3roBOP CBEJICS K YMOPHUTEIbHBIM
ucTopusiM 0 Apyx0Oe 3Tor Tpowuiipl, u Ilepcedona cmorna or-
BJIeYbCs HA TO, YTO ee OKpyxayo. OHa nogmeyana MejaKkue AeTa-



JIM — TaKWe, KaK HUTU KPOIIEYHBIX JIAMITOYEK HaJl HUMH, TIO100-
HBIX 3B€3/1aM B TEMHOTe HeOa, OJMHOYHBIE HAPIMICCHI Ha CTOJIAX
B KaXJI0M KaOMHKE M KOBaHbIE TIeprjia BTOPOTO 3Taxa OaIKOHOB,
I/Ie HesICHO BBIPUCOBBIBAJIACH OMUHOKAs (purypa.

VImeHHO Ha Hell OCTAaHOBWJICS B3IJIsiT OOTMHU, BCTPETUB €1Ba
BUJIMMbIE B TEMHOTE IJ1a3a.

Eii v mpaB/a moka3anock, 4YTo AJJOHHUC ObLT KPACUBEHUIIM U3
MYKYMH, YTO OHA KOrJa-11oo BcTpevana?

Omna ommonacs.

ITOT My:KUMHA Cceiiuac CMOTpEJ MPSIMO Ha Hee.

Ona He Mora cKa3arh, KaKOro LBETa y HEro Ijasa, HO OHU
Oy/ITO pa3:Kurajau OroHb y Hee Moj1 KOXKeH, U OH CIOBHO YyBCTBO-
BaJ1 3T0. Ero nonHbie ryObl N30THYIMCH B CYPOBOU YIBIOKE, ITPH-
BJIEKasl BHUIMAHKE K CHJIbHOMY TTOAOOPOJIKY, TOKPHITOMY TEMHOM
meTHOM. OH ObLT BHICOKMM, BBIIIIE IIECTU C TIOJIOBUHOM (DyTOB,
1 Oyaro Obl OOJIaueHHBIM BO ThbMY OJIarofiapsi €ro 4epHbIM, Kak
CMOJTb, BOJIOCAM W YEPHOMY KOCTIOMY.

VY IlepcedoHbl NEpecoxyio B ropie, el BAPYT CTAJIO HEYIOTHO.
OHa moeXmiach M CKpeCTHIa HOTH, TYT ke TOXaJleB 00 3TOM
JBWKEHUH, TIOTOMY UYTO B3IJISIJT MY:KUMHBI 3a[IepKajcs Ha HUX,
npex/e 4eM CKOJIb3HYTh BBEpX IO ee (purype u 3aaepiarbcs
Ha cOONMa3HUTENbHBIX M3rudax. [ myOoKo BHYTpH ee pasropajcs
OrOHb, HATIOMUHASI €11 O TOM, KaKOH IMyCTOI OHa ce0s olyIaia
Y KaK OTYasiHHO JKeJlajia CTaTh HAIOJTHEHHOM.

Kem ObUT 3TOT MyK4KMHA U Kak BOOOIIE OHA MOIJIA UCIBITHI-
BaTh TaKMe YYBCTBA K He3HakoMily? Eil Hy:)HO ObUIO pa3opBaTh



3Ty CBSI3b, YTO CO3JaBaJIa MEXAY HUMM IyLIAIYI0 €€ SHEPIHUIO.

JlJis1 3TOro OKa3ajioCch JOCTATOYHBIM YBUAETh Mapy TOHKUX
PYK, OOBHMBIIMX TaJMI0 MYy4uHbI c3aau. [lepcedoHa He crana
JOXUJATHCSA, KOTAa YBUIUT JIMIO KeHIIUMHBI. OHa NOBEpHYJIach
K Jlekce 1 nmpoKanuisiace.

Nx kommanus Terepb pasroBapuBaia o IleHtarione — exe-
rOTHOM COPEBHOBAHUY aTJIETOB, BKJIIOUABITIEM ISITh CIOPTUBHBIX
JUCUMIUIMH: MIPBUKKYU B JJIMHY, METAHUE KOIbsl, METAHUE JHC-
Ka, COCTsI3aHue B OOphOe U cepuio KOpOTKuX 3a0eros. IleHTar-
JIoH OBUI KpaiiHe nomnyJsipeH B ropoaax Hosoii ['pennn, roe mpo-
BeTal QyX KOHKypeHIMHU, u XoTs [lepcedona He Obuia haHa-
TOM CIopTa, oHa oboxkana nyx [leHrationa u 6onena 3a HoBbie
Adunbl Ha 3TX cOpeBHOBaHMSIX. OHa MOMbITATACH BKIIOYUTHCS
B Pas3roBOp, HO €€ TeJIO0 OBUIO CIIMIIKOM 3apsKEHO, a pa3yM 3a-
HAT COBEPILIEHHO JIPYTUM — HAIIPUMEP, MBICJISIMU O TOM, KAaKOBO
OOHMMAaTbCs C TeM MYKXYMHOW Ha OankoHe. OH MOr 3allOJHUTD
€€ MyCTOTY, OracuTh ITOT MOXap, IPEKPATUTh MyUEHHUsI.

Bot To/bKO OH, OYeBUAHO, OBUT 3aHAT — a €CJI HE 3aHAT, TO
BCE PABHO HAXOJWIICA B CBSA3U C JPYroy KEHIIHOW.

[Mepcedona Goponack ¢ UCKYIIEHUEM OIISIHYThCS Yepes Tie-
Y0, YTOOBI ITPOBEPHTh, CTOUT JIM OH IMO-TIPEeXXHEMY Ha OaJIKOHe,
NOKa JII0OOMNBITCTBO HAKOHEIl He B3sUI0 Haj Hell Bepx. Ho korma
OHa Ty/1a MOCMOTpea, OaTKOH yxe ObLT mmycT. OHa HaXMypHJTach
Y TIOBepTesia rojIoBOM, BCMATPUBASCh B TOJIILY.

— Nmenis Aupa? — momy it AJOHKC, U OOTUHS TYT Ke Tie-
peBeJia B3IJIsA]] Ha HEro.



— O Her...

— 41 cnpimana, ceroyHs OH 3/1ech, — epedwua ee Jlekca.

AJIOHHUC paccMestics:

— Ara, 0ObIYHO OH HaBepXy.

— A 4o Tam, HaBepxy? — cTasio uHTEepecHo Ilepcedone.

— Jlaynmx-3oHa. Tam tuime. Bonee MHTUMHAs 0OCTaHOBKA.
[Nonarato, oH IpeanoYUTaET, YTOOBI Er0 OKPYKAJIO CIIOKOWCTBHE,
KorJa 0OCykJIaeT YCIOBUSI.

— YcnoBus? — nepecripocuina Iepcedona.

— Ara, Hy, 3Haelllb, €ro KOHTPAKTOB. CMEPTHBIE MPUXOIAT CIO-
112, 4TOOBI CHITPaTh C HUM Ha JICHbI'H, JIIOOOBb WU ellle YTO-HU-
Oyab. CaMblii OTCTON B TOM, 4YTO, €CJIA CMEPTHBIN IMPOUTPhIBA-
eT, Auji BLIOMpaeT CTaBKy. A OH OOBIYHO MPOCHUT O YeM-HUOYIb
HEBO3MOKHOM.

— YtO TH UMeeIlb B BUY?

— Ilo-BuaMMOMY, OH Kak-TO BUAMT MX MOPOKU. Tak 4TO OH
MIPOCUT AJIKOTOJIMKA OCTAaBAThCSl TPE3BbIM, IPOTOMAHA — HE 3a-
HUMAThCsI ceKCoM. Ecii OHM COOMIONAIOT yCIIOBUS, TO OCTAIOTCS
*®uBbl. Ecii uM 310 He ymaercs — oH 3abupaet ux aymm. 1 cras-
K1 OyATO BHIOMpAET HAPOUHO TaK, YTOObI OHU MPOUTPAIH.

[epcedpona nouyBcTBOBasIA JIETKYIO TOIIHOTY. OHA HE 3Haa
noipoOHOCTel 00 urpax ¢ AugomM. OHa CIbIIIaIA JIWIH O TOM,
YTO OH MPOCKUJI IyIIly CMEPTHOI'O, HO 31710 3By4aJI0 HAMHOTI'O, Ha-
MHOTO Xy’e. IT0 ObLJIO. .. MAHUIYIUPOBAHUE.

Otkyna Aun 3Ha1 o cinadboctsax cMeptHbix? CoBeToBaICS JI
OH C MOMpaMH WJIM caM 00Ja/iasl TAKOW CHIION ?



— A KOMy pa3penieHoO NOJAHUMATHCA TyAa? — MOMHTEPECcoBa-
nace [lepcedona.

— Tomy, KTO 3HaeT mapoJb, — yAbIOHYJICS AJIOHUC.

— A Kak y3Hatb napoJb? — cripocuia Jlekca.

AJIOHUC TTOXKaJl TUIEYaMU:

— INonsTus He nmer. f MprUXoxXy cioia He 3a TeM, YTOOBI TOp-
rOBaThCsl C OOTOM MEPTBBIX.

Xots y Ilepcedonbl He ObLIO KeaHUsl 3aKJII0YaTh CHEJKY
c Auiom, €l CTajJo MHTEPECHO: KaK JIIOAU MOJIy4aloT Maposib?
Kak Aun npunnmMaet napu? CMepTHBIE POCTO MpejiaraiT 00-
I'y CBOU YCJIOBHUSI, @ OH ITIOTOM OLIEHUBAET, CTOSIIIUE JIA OHU?

Jlekca Bcrana u cxaruia [lepceony 3a cBOOOIHYIO PYKY:

— IlepcedoHa, B JaMCKyI0 KOMHATy.

Omna nosena ee yepe3 CKOIUIEHHE mofer K Tyasneram. Iloka
OHM KJAJIM B XBOCTE JIJIMHHOM odepeau, JIekca CKJIOHWIACh K
[lepcedone.

— Ts1 kOrIA-HUOYAB BUJETa O0Jee PUBJIEKATETHHOTO MYKUH-
Hy? — 3a4apOBaHHO ITPOM3HECIIA OHA.

Ilepcepona HaxMypuiIach:

— To1 npo Anonuca?

— Koneuno, Aponuca! Koro xe eme?

[Mepcedona xorena Obut0 cooOmuTh Jlekce, 4To, TOKa Ta
CTpOWJIA IJ1a3Ku AJIOHUCY, OHA MPOITYCTUJIA MY KUMHY, KOTOPBIA
Y TpaBJa 3acilykuBajl 3toro 3BaHus. Ho He craia.

— TsI Ha Hero 3amnana.

— 51 BmoOuIack.



[epceona 3akaruna rasa:

— Tbl HE MOXeEINb OBITH BIIOOJIEHA, THI K€ C HUM TOJIBKO I1O-
3HAKOMMJIACH !

— JlanHo, Moxert, 1 He BmoOwIack. Ho eciu Obl OH monpocu
MEHS POJJUTh MY JIeTeH, sl Obl COrTIACUIIAC.

— Tol ¢ yma conuia.

— A mpocto yectHa. — OHa ynsiOHyAack. [loTom cepbe3Ho mno-
cmotpena Ha [lepcedony u ckazana: — 3Haellb, ObITh YyBCTBU-
TEJIbHOW HOPMAJTBHO.

— B cmmbicnie? — Bompoc Tlepcedons! mpo3Byuan ayth Oosee
PE3KO, YEM OHA OKUAAIIA.

Jlekca nosxasna rieyamu:

— Jla He BaxXHO.

[epcedoHa y:xe xoTena monpoCUTh €€ IOSICHUTb, HO, MPEXKIe
YeM OHa ycresia 3TO c/iefiaTh, OTKPbUIaCch ouepeqHasi KabuHKa, u
Jlekca ckpbuiach B Heil. [Tepcedona xana, nepedupast B roiose
MBICJIY, TILITASsICh TIOHSTh, YTO Jlekca Morjia UMeTh B BU]LY, a TO-
TOM OTKPbLIACh €Ille OHA.

Korna Iepcedona BbilLIa U3 Tyajera, OHa MOMCKaia ria3amMmu
Jlekcy, Oynyuu yBepeHHOM, UTO Ta ee MOAOKAET, HO He YBHle-
Jla ozipyru B Tore. Torjga oHa MogHsIa B3MIsA] K OAJIKOHY, I7e
AwuJ, BEpOSITHO, 3aKJII0YaJl CBOM CHEJNKU. MOXKET, OHa HallpaBU-
Jach Tyaa?

3arem ee B3IV BCTPETUICS C [VIa3aMU LIBETa MOPCKOM BOJI-
Hbl. Y MOJHOXMUS JIECTHULIBL, TPUCTIOHUBILIMCH K KOJIOHHE, CTOSI-
na xeHimmHa. Ee o nokaszanock Ilepcedone 3HaKOMBIM, HO



BCIIOMHUTb, KTO 3TO, OHa He cMoria. Ee Bojochl, moxoxue Ha
30JI0TOM TIIEJIK, CUsUTH, KakK cofHile ['emmoca, Koxka Obla 1Be-
Ta CJIMBOK, a OfIeTa OHa ObUIa B COBPEMEHHYIO BEPCHIO TETIoca,
MOAXOMBLIETO MO/ LIBET €€ IJIa3.

— Koro-to miiere? — cipocuiia oHa.

— Ionpyry, — kuBHyna [lepcepona. — OHa ObIa B KpaCHOM.

— Ona noiia HaBepX. — JKeHIMHa KUBHYJIA B CTOPOHY JIECT-
Huiipl, 1 [lepcedona npocnenuna 3a ee B3Is110M. — Bl Tam ObI-
mm?

— O Her, He ObUIa, — MOTHYJ1a TojioBoM [lepcedona.

— 41 Mory nonenuThCs ¢ BaMH MapoJieM.

— A Kax Bbl IOy YWJIM TIAPOJIb?

JKeH1mHa noxana rjie4yamu:

— Jla Tak... — OHa caenana nay3y. — Hy tak 4yro?

[MepcedoHa He MoTJIa OTPUIIATH, YTO €l TIOOOMBITHO. DTO ObI-
JIO TO BOJIHEHHME, KOTOPOrO OHa MCKaJla, — TO MPUKJIOYEHUE, O
KOTOPOM MeuTaia.

— Ckaxure MHe.

JKeHnmHa XUXUKHYJA, U OJIECK B €€ IJla3ax Ha CeKyH]ly BHY-
i Iepcepone Tpesory.

— INadoc.
Tpazeous. lepcedona cowa 310 A0 yxkaca 3JI0BELIIM.
— C-cnacu0o, — ckazaja OHa M HalpaBWIaCh MO BUHTO-

BOW JIeCTHUIIE Ha BTOPOH 3Tak. [TogHABIIMCH, OHA OOHAPYKU-
JIa JIUIIb TEMHBIE JIBEPU, YKPAIIEHHbIe 30JI0TOM, U CTOSIIYIO Ha
CTpaske TOproHy.



JIuro co3manus OBLIO UCTIEMIPEHO PyOlIaMu, 3aMETHBIMHU J1a-
e 1oz 6e10i MOBS3KOH, MPUKphIBaloIIel ee ria3a. Kak u y mpo-
YHUX TOProOH, KOTJa-T0 BMECTO BOJIOC y Hee Obu 3Men. Tereps
e ee TOJIOBY MOKPBIBAJI KAMIOIIOH OeJIoro Iialia, CKpblBakolie-
ro Bce TeJo.

[Monovins 6mmxke, [epcedona noiimana ceds B OTpakeHUH Ha
CTeHaX, OTMETUB PyMsIHEII Ha IIeKaxX W spKo ropsiye rasza. Ee
Japbl ocadnu. OHa HaJles1ach, YTO €CJM KTO-TO M 3aMETHT 3TO,
TO COMINET HA BO30YK/IeHHe U ankoroib. [lepcepona He moHM-
Masia, ToueMy Tak HepBHHUYaeT. MOXeT, h3-3a TOro, 4To He 3Ha-
J1a, 9ero OKuIaTh 3a TEMH JABEPSIMU?

[oprona mogHsia rojoBy, HO HUYero He ckazana. Crmycrs
MTHOBEHHE CO3/IaHMe clienano Baox, u [lepcedona 3amepia.

— BoxecTBO, — MpOMypJIbIKajia TOproHa.

— IIpoctute? — nepecnipocuiia Iepcedona.

— boruns.

— Tw ommbaenbes.

I'oprona paccmestiace:

— ¥V MeHs1, MOXeT, U HeT IJia3, HO s BCeraa y3Haio OOroB Imo
3arnaxy. Ha 4rto Tbl Hajieenbest, BXoas crona’?

— A ThI Xpabpa JIs CO3/1aHM S, 3HAIOIIETO, YTO OHO TOBOPUT C
Oorunei, — 3ametuia [lepcedona.

['oprona ynbIOHY1aCh:

— Boruns Tonbko Toraa, korga tebe 3To BHIrOJHO?

— IMadoc! — psiBKHY/a AeBYIIKA.

He nepecraBas ynsioaTbesi, HO OosbIlie He 3a1aBasi BOIIPOCOB,



TOproHa OTKpbLIA JIBEPb.

— Xopollero seyepa, MUJIEIN.

[epcedona Gpocuia Ha YyOBUIIE THEBHBIN B3MJIS U BOIILIA
B MQJIEHbKYIO 3aJbIMJIEHHYI0 KOMHary. B omiMuue oT riaBHO-
ro 3aja KiyOa 37ech Iapuia Thxas MHTUMHasi oOctaHoBka. C
MOTOJIKA CBHCAJIa OfHA OOJIbIIAs JTIOCTPA, JaBaBIIask TOCTATOU-
HO CBeTa, YTOObI pa3MisieTh CTOMBI U JIMIA, HO He Oojiee TOro.
Heckonbko rpymi jitofei cuesim BMecTe, Urpast B KapTbl, HO HU-
KTO U3 HUX Kak Oy/ATO He 3aMEeTHII ee.

Korna aBepsb y Hee 3a CIIMHOM 3aKpbUIACh, OHA IBUHYJIACH BIIE-
pen, HaJesiCh OThICKaTh JIeKCy, HO BAPYT OOHApyXkKUJIa, 9To ee KY-
na Gomblile MTHTEPECYIOT oy 1 urpsl. OHa HaOMo1aa, Kak rpa-
LIMO3HbIE PYKH pa3/laBajiv KapThl, U CIylIalia, Kak UTPOKH 3a CTO-
Jamu oOMeHMBaloTcs 1myTkamu. [Totom oHa mogomnia K oBajb-
HOMY CTOJIy, OT KOTOPOIO YK€ OTXonuiau roctd. OHa He 3Hana,
YTO €€ Ty/a MPUTSHYJIO, HO PELJIa CECTb.

Kpynbe kuBHYyII:

— Mapawm.

— Brl urpaere? — pasnasicsa ronoc nozagu Hee. OH oTo3Bajcs
I'YJIKUM POKOTOM Yy HEe B TPyAM.

OnHa moBepHyJIach U BCTPETWIACH B3MJISAOM C O€310HHBIMU
razamMu. MykurHa, KOTOpOro OHA BHJeJa Ha OaJKOHEe, CTOSLT B
tenu. B kposu [epcedonsl pasropenock miams, 061aB ee MeKu
pymsiHiieM. OHa cBesla HOTHM U CKaJla JIAIOHU B KYyJIaKU, YTOOBI
HE MOEXHUTHCS OT €ro B3MIIsia.

OxkazaBmuch Tak OJM3KO K HEMY, OHA MOIJIA 3AITOJHUATH TIPO-



OeJibl B OlleHKe ero BHEMIHOCTH. OH ObUT MpeKpaceH B TEMHOM
CMBICJIE 9TOTO CJIOBA — TAKOM, UTO Cy/IvII pa3ouroe ceparie. [ maza
ero ObLIM 1BeTa 0OCHIMaHa, OKAMMJICHHBIC I'YCTHIMM PECHUIIA-
MU, BOJIOChI COOpaHbl B XBOCT Ha 3aTbljIKe. OHa OKa3asach mpasa
HAcYeT ero pocra — ey MPUIUIOCh 3alTPOKUHYTH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI
BCTPETUTHCS C HUM B3IJISIIOM.

Tonbko korma y Iepcedonsl 3a0051e10 B rpy/id, OHA MOHSIA,
YTO He JIBIIIANA C TeX MOop, KaK K Hell MoIoIies 3TOT MyKUUHA.
Ona Me[JIeHHO BTsIHYJIA BO3/yX, & BMECTE C HUM U 3arax He3Ha-
KomIia. [IpiM, MPSTHOCTU ¥ 3UMHUE BO3ayX. OH 3aMoTHMIT Kax-
JIbI YTOJIOK BHYTPH €€.

[Toka oHa paccmarpuBaja €ro, OH OTHHJI IJIOTOK U3 CBOErO
6okana u obmm3ai ryosl. OH ObUT BorUIoeHHeM nopoka. Ona
YyBCTBOBAJIA ITO 0 TOMY, KaK €€ TeJI0 pearnpoBajio Ha Hero, —
U HE XOTeJla, YTOObI OH 3TO MOHsUL. Tak 4To OHA YJIBIOHYJAach U
cKazana:

— 51 ¢ ynoBOJILCTBUEM CHITPAIO, ECITU Bl MEHS HAyUuUTe.

Ero ryOsl u30rHYJIMCh B yCMeIIKe, TeMHast OpOBb TPUTIOTHSI-
nack. OH B35 elie OWH OOKaJl ¥ BEPHYJICS K CTOJTY, YTOOBI 3a-
HSTh MECTO PSIZIOM C HEil.

— JIOBOJIHO CMEJNO — Ca/IUuThCS 32 CTON, He 3Hasl, 4TO TYT 3a
urpa.

Ona nocmoTtpena emy B IJiaza:

— A Kak elle MHe HAy4UThCsi?

— XM-M, — 3agymaicsi oH, u [lepcedona permna, uTo e Hpa-
BUTCA €ro rosioc. — PazymHo.



[TotoM MyXunHa MOCMOTPEJT HAa HEE, CJIOBHO MBITAsICh €€ pac-
KYCHTb, 1 TIO CIMHE Y OOTMHU MOOEKaTN MypaIIKH.

— 41 HUKoOrga Bac paHblIe 3/1€Ch HE BUEIL.

— 4l Hukorga 3aech pexke He Oblla, — OTBETUJIA OHA U Clie-
Jana nay3y. — A Bbl, K&XeTCsl, 4acTo TyT ObIBaeTe.

OH ycMmexHyJIcs:

— Hy na.

— [louemy? — cnpocuiia oHa. Ilepcedpona cama He oxugana,
YTO MIPOU3HECET ITO BCIIYX, — KaK ¥ My kurHA. OH BCKUHYJI Opo-
Bu. OHa morsITatack onpasaarscs: — B cmpicre. .. Bol He 00s13a-
HBI OTBEYATh HA ITOT BOIPOC.

— 41 orBeuy Ha Hero. Eciu Bbl 0TBETMTE HA MOW BOMPOC.

Ona Ha MTHOBEHUE 3a/iepiKajia Ha HEM B3IJIsi/1, IOTOM KHUBHY-
na:

— JlagHo.

— 4 npuxoxy ciofa paau... 3a6assl, — CKa3ajl OH, HO €ro OT-
BET MPO3BYYaJ TaK, OyATO eMy BOBCE HE 3HAKOMO, 4TO 3TO. — A
TENepb Bbl: IOYEMY Bbl CETOIHA 34€Ch?

— Mos noapyra Jlekca nonaja B CMCOK IPUIJIAIIIEHHBIX, —
oteetmia [epcedona.

— Her. D10 He oTBeT Ha Moit Bonipoc. [louemy BbI 37€Ch cero-
nHa?

Omna nogymana, a HOTOM CKa3aJia:

— IIpuxon ciona nokaszascsi MHe OyHTapCTBOM.

— Tenepp Bbl B 3TOM HE YBEPEHBI?

— Her, s yBepeHa, uto 310 6yHTapcro. — [lepcedona mpose-



Jla TaJsiplieM 1O MOBEpXHOCTHU cToma. — Ho s He 3Hato, 4to Oymay
JQymMarth 00 9TOM 3aBTpa.

— A TIpOTHB KOro Bbl OyHTYyeTe?

Ona nocMoTpesia Ha Hero M yJblOHYJIach:

— Bbl roBopuiM po oAMH BOIPOC.

MyskunHa yIeIOHYJICS €i B OTBET, M OT TOTO CEpALle Y Hee B
rpyau 3a0WIOCh Yallie.

— Bb1 paBsL.

[nsns B 9T11 6e3m0HHbBIE T1a3a, [lepcedona yyBcTBOBANA, UTO
OH BUJUT €€ — HE Yapbl U Ja)KEe HE KOXKY U KOCTHU, HO €€ CyTb, U
OT 3TOrO ee OPOCHJIO B IPOKb.

— Bbl 3amep3iu? — 3ameTu oH.

— Yro?

— Bl gpoxuTe ¢ Tex nop, Kak ceju 3a CTOI.

BoruHsa 4yBcTBOBaa, Kak KpacHEeT.

— Kro Obu1a Ta eHIMHA psAAoM ¢ BaMu?

CMy1ieHue JIerTIo TEHBIO Ha €ro JIMLO, HO YKe Yepe3 MTHOBe-
HHUE OHO ITPOSCHUIIOCH.

— A, 310 Munda. OHa Bce BpeMs KJIaJeT PyKU Tyaa, Ky/la He
clesyer.

[Mepcedona modnennena. Ero otBeT mpo3Byvall Tak, CJIOBHO
OHa ero JIOOOBHHMIIA, U €CJTH 3TO OBLJIO MPaBIOK, OOTMHE OH OOJb-
111€ HE UIHTEPECEH.

— Kaxercs. .. MHe nopa.

OH oCTaHOBHJI €€, CXBATUB 3a pyKy. Ero npukocHoBeHue Obl-
JIO CJIOBHO HAITUTAHO JIEKTPUYECTBOM ¥ MTHOBEHHO COI'PEJIO €€



y3HyTpu. OHa TYT XK€ OTAEPHYJIA PYKY.

— Her, — npousHec OH NMpakTUYECKU NPUKA3HBIM TOHOM, U
Ilepcedona paccepkeHHO B3MIISHYJIAa HA HETO:

— IIpoctute?

— 41 ele He HayuuJ1 Bac urparb. — TOH €ro rojaoca CHU3WICS
Y CcTas 3aBopaxuBalommM. — [lozBossre MHe.

[MocMoTpeTh emMy B 1J1a3a ObIJIO OIMOKOM, IIOTOMY YTO TIOCTIe
9TOrO OHa y’Ke He MOIJIa OTBETUTh «HET». [lepcedoHa crioTHysa
¥ TIOTIBITANIACH PACCIAOUThCSI.

— Torna Hayuwure.

Ero miasza npoxriu ee, MpexJe 4eM OH IepeBesl B3I Ha
kapThl. OH neperacoBa Ux, MOSICHUB:

— ITO NOKep.

boruHa 3amernna, Kakye U3SIIHbIE Y HEr0 PyKU U JJIMHHBIE
najiblbl. OH urpas Ha poprenrano?

— MBI cpirpaeM B packiiajl U3 MATU KapT YU HAYHEM CO CTaBOK. —
[lepcepoHa omycTuna B3IV HA CBOM KOJIEHU — OHA HE B3sila
cBoil kiatd. Ho myxunHa TyT e modasui: — [Tycts 310 OyayT
OTBETHI Ha BOMPOCHL. Ecim 51 BRIMrpalo, Bbl OTBETUTE Ha JIIOOOM
BOIIPOC, YTO A 3aAaM. Eciu Beiurpaere Bbl — 1 OTBEUy Ha Balll.

[Mepcedona momopimack. OHa 3Hasa, 0 YeM OH COOMpaeTcst
€e CIPOCUTh, HO OTBEYATh HA BOIPOCH OBLIO TOPA3o JIydlle,
YeM IPOUrpaTh BCE JEHBIU U YLy, TaK YTO OHA OTBETWJIA:

— JIOroBOpHIJIMCh.

Ero uyBcTBeHHBIE T'YObI U30THYJIUCh B YJIBIOKE, C/IEJIaB sIBHEE
TOHKME MOPLIMHBI HA €r'0 JIALE, OTYETO OH CTaJl elIe NPUBJICKA-



tenbHee. Kem Obut aTOT My*)umHa? [epcecdona mora Obl cripo-
CHTb €T0 UMSI, HO OHA He cOOMpaach 3aBOIUTH Apy3ei B «HeHo-
K.

PaznaBas kapTbl, MyKUlMHA OOBSCHWI, YTO B ITOKEpE eCTh Jie-
CATh KOMOMHAITIUH, HU3IIEH U3 KOTOPBIX SIBJISIETCS CTapIias Kap-
Ta, a HauBbICIeH — (prrem-posutb. Llens urpst — codpars KOMOU-
HAlMIO BBIIIE, YeM Y JApyroro urpoka. OH OoObsSCHUI U Jpyrue
MIOHSATH S, TAKKUE KaK MPOIMYCK, rac u oned.

— bned? — nepecnipocuna INepcedona.

— Wuorma nokep — urpa mputBopcTBa... OCOOEHHO Korma
IIPOUTPbIBAEIIb.

[Mepcedona B3MIsiHYIa Ha CBOIO PYKY U MOIBITAIaCh BCIIOM-
HUTb, YTO OH TOBOPUJI O Pa3HbIX KoMOMHaIsIXx. OHa pas3noxuia
CBOM KapThl Ha CTOJIE JIMIIOM BBEPX, U MyXUYMHA CIEIall TO ke
camoe.

— V¥V Bac 11Be 1ambl, — cKaszalsl oH. — A y MeHs (ysui-xayc.

— 3HAUWT. .. Bbl BBIUTPAJIH.

— Jla, — OTBETHJI OH | Cpa3y ke MOTPeOOBaT CBOM BBHIMTPHIIIL:
— IIpoTtuB Koro Bbl OyHTYyeTe?

OHa MPOHUYHO YJIBIOHYIACH:

— I[Ipotus cBOEW MaTepm.

OH npunogHs1 6POBb:

— [Touemy?

— Bam nipuzetcs BuMrpars eine pa3, 4ToObl sl OTBETHIIA.

OH cHOBa pa3gaJl KapTsl U CHOBA BRIMrpail. Ha 3TOT pas oH He
3aJaJ1 BOIIPOC, a IPOCTO BBIKUAATEBHO [TOCMOTPEI Ha Hee.



[lepcedona B3moXHYyMA:

— Ilotomy 4TO... 1 HA HEE PA303/IMIIACD.

My>KunHa yCTaBUJICS HAa Hee B OKUAAHUW TPOAOJUKEHUS, U
OHa YJIBIOHYJIACh:

— Bbl He roBopHIIH, YTO OTBET JOJIKEH ObITh MOJPOOHBIM.

OH ynbIOHYJICS €ii B OTBET:

— 3anomMHI0 Ha OyayIee, oOemiaro.

— Ha 6ynymiee?

— 51 HazeroCh, TO He MOCTEAHUN pa3, KOTAa Mbl HTPAEM B T10-
Kep.

V Ilepcedonsl B kKUBOTE BCHOPXHYIM 0abouku. Eil Hy)xHO
ObLIO CKa3zaTbh €My, YTO 3TO €€ MEPBbI U TMOCIEIHUN MMOXO[ B
«HeHoub».

BoT TO/IBKO OHA Tak ¥ HE CMOIJIA 3aCTaBUTD ceOsT IPOU3HECTH
9TH CJIOBA.

OH cHoBa pa3nan u cHoBa Beiurpail. [lepcedone yxe Hauano
HaJI0e/1aTh POUTPHIBATH U OTBEYATh HAa BOMPOCHI My KUUHBIL. [To-
yeMy OH BOOOIIe Tak 3auHTepecoBasics eto? [ e Oblia Ta KeH-
IIMHA, YTO CTOsUIA PSAJOM C HUM Ha OaskoHe?

— [Touemy BBI pa303IMIIUCh HA CBOIO MAaTh?

Ona Ha MIrHOBEHME 3alyMaJIaCh.

— OHa xouert, 4ToOH 51 ObLIa TOW, KeM 51 ObITh He Mory. — [1ep-
ceoHa OmycTHIa B3MJISI HA KapThl. — $1 He MOHMMalo, moYeMy
JIONTY 3TO JAENAloT.

OH CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY HaOOK.

— Bam He HpaBuTCSA Hala urpa?



— Hpasurcsa. Ho... g1 He noHMMar, noyemy JIIOAU UrparoT C
Auoom. ITouemMy OHM XOTAT NPOJATh EMY CBOIO AyIIy?

— OHu corananTcs Ha Urpy He IOTOMY, YTO XOTAT IPOAATh
Oyl1y, — OTBeTU] OH. — OHM JealoT 3T0, OTOMY UYTO 1yMaloT,
YTO MOT'YT BBIUI'PATh.

— A OHM BBIMTPBHIBAIOT?

— Nuorna.

— Ero 3t0 37T, Kak aymaere? — DTOT BOIMPOC JOIKEH ObLI
OCTaThCsl y HEe B TOJIOBE, U BCE Xke CJIOBA CJIeTeNH ¢ ee Iy0.

MyKunHa YXMBUTBHYJCS, W TIYOOKO BHYTPH €€ TOJHSIIOCH
HE3HAKOMOE YyBCTBO.

— Hoporasi, 1 BBIMTPBIBAIO B JIIOOOM ClTydae.

Ee raza okpyrimimch, cepitie 3a01noch B rpyau. OHa TyT xe
BCTAJIa, X €r0 MMs BBIPBAJIOCH U3 €€ PTa, CJIOBHO PYraTebCTBO:

— Auo.

Ero ums y Hee Ha s13bIKe, KaXeTCs, IPOM3BEJIO HA HEro BIle-
yaTIeHue, HO OHa He MOIJIa CKa3aTh, KAKOE UMEHHO — XOpolliee
wm 1oxoe. Ero rmasa motemHend, a ynplOKa CMEHHWJIach Ha
’KECTKYIO HEITPOHULIAEMYIO MACKY.

— MHe nopa uartu.

Omna pa3BepHyJIach ¥ MOKUHYJIA HEOOBIION 3aJl.

Ha stor pa3 Ilepcedona He Mo3BosMIa €My OCTAHOBUTD €€.
OHa TOpOIUIMBO CIYCTUJIACH IO CITMPAJILHOM JIECTHULIE U HBIPHY-
J1a B TOJIIY Ha IEPBOM 3Taske. Bce 3T0 Bpemst OHa OCTpO 4yBCTBO-
BaJla MECTO Ha CBOEM 3allsICThe, I7ie Mablbl AMIa KOCHYJIUCH €€
KOXKH. BBIJIO M ITpeyBenryeHneM ckasarb, 4T0 OHO ropeso?



Eit norpedoBasiock BpeMsi, UToObI HalTH BbIxoa. OKa3aBIIUCh
CHapyXH, OHa clejlajia HECKOJIIbKO TIIyOOKHMX BJIOXOB, MPEKJIe
4yeM 1oj103BaTh Takcu. CeB B HEro, OHa OTIIpaBUJIa OBICTPOE CO-
ooOmenue Jlekce o ToM, 4TO yexana u3 Kiyda, OTOMY 4TO ei
CTaJI0 HEXOPOIIO. BhiIo OBl HEYECTHO MO OTHOIIEHUIO K MOApYTe
3aCTaBJISAITh €€ YXOOUTh paHblile, B TO BpeMs Kak [lepcedona He
MorJ1a OOJIbIIIE HU MUHYTHI OCTaBaThCsl B 9TOU OallHe.

Oco3HaHue Toro, YTO OHA HATBOPWUJIA, OOPYIIMIIOCH HA Hee CO
BCEN MOIIIBIO.

Omna no3Bomia Aupy, 60Ty MoA3eMHOTO 1IApCTBa, YUUTH ee,
MPUKACAThCS K HEW, UTPaTh C HEH, 33]1aBaTh €1 BOIPOCHI.

H on eviuzpan.

Ho 310 ObLIO elie He camoe IJI0X0e.

Her, xyaiee 3ak/1049aiock B TOM, YTO Kakasi-TO €€ 4acThb — Ta,
O CYyIIIECTBOBAHUU KOTOPOM1 JIO CErOHSIIIHETO Beuepa OHa Jlaxe
He MoJj03peBaia, — XoTesia OpOCUTHCSI 0OPATHO B KJTYO, HANTH ero
U oTpeOOoBaTh ypOKa 10 aHATOMUU €ro TeJa.



I'nasa III. HoBoctn HoBbix Achun

YTpo HacTynuio ObICTpO.

[Mepcedona BcMoTpenach B 3epKasio, YTOObI yOSTUTHCS, UYTO
ee Japsl Ha Mecte. Marus Obiia cnaboi, Tak Kak OOTMHS ee 3a-
MMCTBOBAJIA, HO JOCTATOYHOM, YTOOBI CIIPATATh pOra Ml U3MEHHTh
OYyTHIJIOUHO-3€JICHBIH L[BET €€ I1a3 Ha OOIOTHBIN.

OHa npoTsHyNa PyKy, YTOOBI HAHECTH ellle KareJIbKy Jap Ha
rma3a. C HIMU OBUTO CIIOXKHEEe BCero — OOJbIasi 4acTh Maruu
yXO/IWJIa Ha TO, YTOOBI MPHUIJIYIIUTh UX HEOOBIYHO SIPKUH CBET.
CrnenaB 310, JEBYIIKA 3aCThlIa, 3aMETUB YTO-TO y ceOs Ha 3a-
TSICThE.

Yro-10 TEMHOE.

Ona nogHecna 3arnsicTbe Ommke K riaszam. Ha koke mpoctymun
psll TOYEK — HEKOTOpble MeHblne, Apyrue Oombine. OHU ObLIN
TIOXOKH Ha MPOCTYIO IETaHTHYIO TAaTyUPOBKY.

Tax ne dondicro Ovime.

[Mepcedona BkITIOUMIIA KpaH U Tepiia KOXY 10 TeX Mop, MoKa
Ta He MOKpacHela, HO YepHIJIa He MPOoMai U JAake He MOTYCK-
Henu. [1o npaBzie roBopsi, OHM Kak Oy/ITO CTaJM ellle TeMHee.

[Torom oHa BcomMHMIIA, Kak BYepa B «Henoun» ee pyky Ha-
KpbUla pyka Auna, yToObl He ath e yitu. Ee corpeno temio
ero MPUKOCHOBEHHMs, HO TOCNIe, KOraa oHa cOekana U3 Kiyoa,
KOXa B 9TOM MecTe HaJajia ropeTh, U OLIyIIeHHe YCUITUIIOCh, KO-
I71a OHA JIeryia CraTh.



BoruHs HECKOJIBKO pa3 BKJII0YAJIa CBET, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH 3a-
MACThE, HO HUYETO HE HaXOAuJIa.

Jlo cerogHsIHero yrpa.

[lepcepoHa noaHsIa B3I K 3€pKaly, U €€ Yapbl MOKpPbI-
JIMCh psIOBIO OT THeBa. [loyemy OHa MOAUMHUIIACH €ro TpeOoBa-
HUI0 octaTtbes? [loueMy He cMorIa MOHSATH, YTO MONPOCKIIA Ha-
YUUTh €€ UrpaTh B KApThl CAMOTO OOra MEpTBBIX ?

Ona 3Hana nouemy. Ee orBrekiia ero kpacora. [louemy Hu-
KTO He MpeAynpeau ee, uTo AuJ] — ouapoBaTesIbHbIA Mep3aBel?
Yro OT ero yapiOKM TiepecTaelib JbIIaTh, a OT OJHOTO B3IJIsIA
3aMupaer cepaue?

UYro 3a MeTKa y Hee Ha 3alsCTbe U YTO OHA 3HAYMUT?

OpnHo OOTWHS 3HAJIA HABEPHSIKA: AU el pacCKakKerT.

CeromHs xe.

OpHako, Ipex/ie YeM OHa CMOXET BEPHYThCsI B OAIITHIO U3 00-
CHJIMaHa, € HY’)KHO CXOAWUTb Ha CTa)xupoBKYy. Ee B3 ynan Ha
6oraro yKpaiieHHyIo IKaTyJIKy, 4To Jaya el Marb. OHa cTosiia
Ha yIlly €€ TyaJIeTHOTO CTOJIMKA, HATIOJIHEHHAs JPAaroleHHOCTSI-
mu. Ho korna Iepcedone Obiio ABEHAIIIATH JIET, B HE JieKaln
JIMILIb TIATH 30J10ThIX 3epeH. [lemerpa co3fana ux cBOei Marueu
Y CKa3aJjia, YTO U3 HUX BBIPACTYT PO3bl IIBETA KUJIKOI'O 30J10Ta —
JUTsl OOTMHY BECHBI.

Ilepcedona nocaauia ux v craparebHO yXakUBajla 32 HUMU,
HO BMECTO MBIIIHOTO LIBETA OHU BBIPOCIIH MOKYXJIBIMUA U YEPHBI-
MHU.

Ona HuKorja He 3a0y/IeT BhIpaXeHUs JINIa MaTepu, KOrja Ta



yBUJIE/IA TIOHUKIIKE PO3bl, — IIOK, Pa304apoOBaHUE U OTKa3 Be-
PUTBH B TO, YTO LIBETHI €€ J0UEPH PacTyT, OyATO U3 CamMoro Iap-
CTBa MEPTBBIX.

JlemeTpa npoTsiHyja pyKy, AOTPOHYJIAch 1O LIBETOB, M OHU Ha-
MOJTHUJIUCh KU3HBIO.

[Nepcedona HrKOrIA OOMBINE K HUIM HE MOAXOAMIA ¥ n30eraa
9TOM YaCTU OPaHKEPEU.

[Ipu BuJE LIKATYIKM METKAa Yy HEe Ha KOXKE CTajla TAKOM Ke
ropsiueid, Kak ee ctoil. Ee MaTh He HO/IKHA y3HATH 00 STOM.

JleByIIka MophLIach B IIKATYJIKE W BHITAIIMIA Opacier — J10-
CTATOYHO LIMPOKUIA, UTOOBI CKPBITh METKY. DTOro OyzeT J10cTa-
TOYHO, TIOKa Aujl ee He yoeper.

[Mepcedona BepHynach k cede B KOMHATy, HO He ycrena cjie-
JIaThb U Napy 1I1aroB, Kak rnepej Hev BAPYT U3 HUOTKY/1a BO3HUKJIA
ee martb. [lepcedoHa noANpbIrHya, U CEPALIE €/1Ba HE BHICKOUH-
JIO y Hee U3 Tpyau.

— O 6ormu, Mmama! A ThI He MoOIJIa ObI TIOJIB30BAThCS JIBEPHIO,
Kak HopMaJibHble poputenu? I cmyuamocs, npexae 4yeM BouTu?

B oObrunblii nens [epcepona ObI Tak HE BO3MYTHIIACH, HO
cerofHsi oHa Obla Ha B3Boje. [lemeTpa He Moria y3HaTh PO
«Henoub». [leByIka TOpPOILTMBO Mepedpaa B MamMsTH BCE, UYTO
ObLIO HA HEH MPOIILTBIM BEUYEPOM, — TIaThe yKe ObLIO B KOMHA-
te JIekchl, Ty(u y Hee B 1kady, a yKpalleHus1 OHa 3aCyHyJia B
CYMOUKY, UTO BUCEJIa Ha JBEPHOU pYUKE.

Boruns rmionoponus Obuia MpeKpacHa 1 He TpaTuiia BpeMs Ha
TO, 9TOOBI CKPBITh TIO] YaPAMH CBOM JIETAHTHBIE CEMUKOHEUHBIE



oseHbu pora. Ee Bonoce! ObiH cBeT/IbIME, Kak y [lepcedonsl, HO
psIMBIMU U JUTUHHBIME. Ee Koxa cusiia, a BRICOKHE CKYJTbI ObUTH
MIOTYEPKHYThI IIPUPOIHBIM PO30BBIM OTTEHKOM, Kak ¥ TyObl. [le-
MeTpa MPUIOJHSIA 320CTPEHHbII MOA00POIOK, OKuabiBast [lep-
cehOHy KPUTUYHBIM B3IJISIIOM TJIa3, YTO MEHSUIM CBOU IIBET OT
Kapero J10 3eJIEHOr0 1 30JI0TOrO.

— Yemnyxa, — IpoM3HecIa OHA M TMPUIOTHSIA TOAOOPOIOK
[epcedonbl OOMBIIMM M yKa3aTeIbHBIM MajIblIaMH, YTOOBI Ha-
noxuTh erie yap. [lepcedona u 6e3 3epkana 3Hana, 4To JeaeT
MaTh — 3aMa3bIBaeT BECHYIIKU, PYMSHUT KW U BBIPSAMIISIET
ee BOJIHKCTBIE BOJIOCHL. [lemeTpe HpaBuiiock, koraa [epcedona
ObL1a Ioxoxka Ha Hee, a [lepcedona npeanoynTaia MoXoauTh Ha
MaTh KaK MOXHO MeHbIe. — Thl MOXeIb U300paxarh U3 ceost
CMEpTHYIO, HO TIPA STOM BCE PABHO BBITJISIETh OOXECTBEHHO.

[Mepcedona 3akaruna rmasza. Ee BHeNHOCTD ObLIa JI1s1 MaTepu
el1le OIHUM IOBOJIOM JIsl pa3/ipaKeHusl.

— Bor! — HakoHel BocKMKHYJ1a leMeTpa v oTIycTuia ee rnof-
6oponok. — [IpekpacHo.

[Mepcedona B3mIsiHyNa B 3epkasio. OHa Obuia rpasa — [lemer-
pa ckpblia Bee, uto IlepcedoHe Tak HpaBUIIOCH B CBOEH BHEIII-
HocTu. U Bce ke oHa cymeria BbIJaBUTh:

— Cnacu60, Mama.

— Jla He 3a 4TO, MO¥ IBETOK. — JleMerpa mornaaunia ee 1o
meke. — Hy, pacckaxu MHe 00 3TOW. .. pabome.

to cnoBo crereno ¢ ryo lemerpsl, Oynro pyrarenbctso. [ep-
cedona cTucHya 3yobl. OHa yAMBUJIACH, KaK OBICTPO ¥ OYpHO B



HEW BCIIBIXHYJI THEB.

— DTO0 cTa)XMpOBKa, Mama. Ecim s cripaBimock, TO MOIy4dy pa-
00Ty, KOrjia 3aKOHYY YYHMThCS.

JlemeTpa HaxXMypHIach:

— Jloporas, ThI ke 3Haelllb, TeOe He 00s13aTeIbHO padoTaTh.

— Ara, KoHeuHO, — npodopmotaa Ilepcedona cede mo HoC.

— Yro TbI ckazana’?

[Nepcedona noBepHyJach K MaTepu U MPOU3HECIIA YKe TPOM-
ge:

— 41 sToro xouy. I y MeHA HENJI0XO MOITy4aeTcs.

— ¥V 1ebs1 MHOTO 4yero Herioxo nonydaercs, Kopa.

— He HaszpiBail MeHs Tak! — orpbizHyinack [lepcedona, u rnaza
ee Matepu BerbixHyau. OHa yxe BHJeaa STOT B3MIsA — MPSMO
nepesl TeM, Kak MaTh BbICEKJIA OJIHY W3 CBOUX HUM( 3a TO, 4TO
YITyCTUJIA €€ U3 BUY.

I[Nepcedone He cea0BaIo BHIXOAUTD U3 ceOsi, HO OHA HE CMOT -
na ciepkarbcsi. OHa HeHaBHjIe1a 3T0 UMsL. DTO OBLIO €€ JeTCKOe
MIPO3BUIIIE, W 3HAUMIIO OHO «jeBa». CaMo 3TO CJIOBO OBUIO TO-
JOOHO TIOpPbME, HO, UTO eIlle XyXke, OHO HAIIOMUHAJIO €M, UTO, ec-
JIY OHA TIEPECTYITUT YepPTy, MPYThs €€ KIJIETKU TYT K€ OTBEPIEIOT.
Ona ObUta JIMIIIEHHON Marvuu JIouepbio oOuTaTenbHuIb OnuMm-
na. Kpome Toro, oHa 3aMMCTBOBaJIa Marvio CBOE MaTepH, 1 3Ta
NpUBS3b JieNlasia ee TOCyIIaHue MaTepy erle 0ojiee BaXKHBIM.
be3s vap [lemetpsi [lepcedoHa He cMoryia Obl KUTh B MUPE CMEPT-
HBIX, HE BbIIAB ceOsl.

— IIpocty, Mama, — BbIIaBIJIA OHA, HE TJISs MaTepy B TJ1a3a.



He notomy, uto Obl1a paccTpoeHa, a oTOMY, UYTO Ha CAMOM JIeie
HE YyBCTBOBaJa ce0si BUHOBATOM.

— O Mot iBeToK. { Te0s He BuHIO. — [lemeTpa Nookuia pyku
Ha IJIeYH I0UEPU. — ITO BCE MUP CMEPTHBIX. DTO OH HAC C TOOOM
pazjenser.

— He roBopwm riynocreii, mama, — B3goxHysa [lepcedona, 06-
XBaTuB JiagoHsaMu uuo Jdemetpsl. [IponsHocs cienyrorme cio-
Ba, OHa ObLIa Oosiee ueM MCKpeHHa: — Thl BCe, UTO Y MEHsI eCTb.

Hemerpa ynbIOHYJIach, TIOJIOKUB PYKHU HA 3amsICThsl JOYEPH.
Mertka Auna cHoBa npoxria [lepcedone pyky. Mats crierka Ha-
KJIOHWJIACh BIIEPE], CJIOBHO XOTeJla MOLEI0BaTh J0Yb B 1eKy. Ho
BMECTO 3TOTO CKa3aja:

— [TomHU 00 3TOM.

Iocie 3T0ro oHa ucuesna.

[lepcedoHa BhIIOXHYIA, €€ MJIeun OMmyCcTUIuCh. [laxe Korga
eil ObUIO HEeYero CKpbIBaTh, OOIIEHUE C MATEPbI0 M3MaTHIBAJIO.
Ona Bce BpeMsi ObUla Ha B3BOJIE, B TIOCTOSIHHOW TOTOBHOCTH K
TOMY, YTO MaTh IOCYUTAET HEMPUEMJIEMBbIM Ha ITOT pa3. CrycTs
Bpems [lepcedpona HauMHaNA TyMaTh, YTO U3JUIIIHE HAKPYTHIIA
ceOs1 1o MOBOJY IOCA/IHBIX CJIOB MaTepH, HO MHOTA OHU PaHWIN
ee.

OnHa oTOrHasia HeNpUSTHBIE MBIC/IM, COCPEIOTOUMBIINCH HA
BBIOOpE Hapsijia JIJIsl CerOMHSIIHEro JHS — IMPEJIECTHOTO CBET-
JI0-pO30BOTO TIAThsI C TPUCOOPEHHBIMU PyKaBaMHU, Mapbl OEJIbIX
Tydenb Ha TaHKeTKe W Oenoll cymouku. [lepen BeIXOIOM OHa
OCTaHOBHJIACH Y 3€pKasia, YTOOBI BCMOTPETHCSI B CBOE OTpaxe-



HUe, U CHsIJIa Yaphbl C BOJIOC U JIMIA, BEPHYB ceOe KyJIpHu U Bec-
HYIIKU. BoruHs yneiOHy1ach, CHOBA y3HaB ceOsl.

[MepcedoHa MoKMHYJIA KBAPTUPY M MOYYBCTBOBaIa ceOsl ro-
paso cyactivBee, eiBa CTYNUB MNoj yTpeHHee conuie. Y Tlep-
ceoHbI He OBUIO MAIIMHBI, He ObLIO y Hee 1 CIIOCOOHOCTH Tepe-
MEIIAThCs, KaK y APYrux OOroB, TaK YTO, KOTJIA € HY)KHO ObLIO
noopatbcs B Kakoe-1o Mecto B HoBbix AduHax, oHa Jubo 1111a
nemKkoM, 0o caaunach Ha aBroOyc. CerofHsi ObLIO TeIUIo, U
OHa pellnia IPOTYJISIThCS.

[Mepcedona modmIa STOT rOpofl, IOTOMY UTO OH ObLTT COBEp-
IIEHHO He TOXOX Ha MECTO, IJie OHA BHIPOCTA. 3/IeCh BO3BBI-
HIAJTMCh 3epKajibHble HeOOCKPeObl, CBEPKABIIINE B TEIUIBIX JTydax
['enmnoca. My3en 31ech ObLTM HATIOJTHEHBI UCTOPUSIMH, KOTOPbIS
[Mepcedona y3Hama, TOJIBKO MepeexaB B ITOT Topojl. 3MaHusI Obl-
JIV TIPOU3BEJICHUSIMUA UCKYCCTBA, M K TOMY K€ TIOUTH B KaXkKJIOM
KBapTajie UMeJUCh CKYJbITYphl WK oHTaHbl. [ToMumo Bcero
9TOrO KamHs, CTeKJIa U MeTaJlla B TOPOJIe MPOCTUPAITUCH AKPbI
MAPKOB C POCKOIIHBIMY CaJlaMH U JiepeBbsimu, rae [lepcedona
HepeJKo Tyisuia 1o Bedepam. CBexuid BO3/IyX HAIIOMUHAT € O
TOM, YTO OHa CBOOO/IHA.

OHa cnenana BIOX, MbITAsICh CIPABUTHCS ¢ BojHeHUEM. Ho
BHYTpU ee Oy/ITO 3aTsHYJICS y3eJI U3-3a TATyUPOBKH Ha 3aIIsICThe.
Eii HykHO ObLJIO N30aBUTHCS OT Hee Mpesk/ie, YeM ee 3ameTuT [le-
MeTpa, HHa4Ye HECKOJIbKO JIET €€ CBOOObI 00PATITCS B BEUHOCTD
B CTEKJITHHON KOpOOKe.

OOBIYHO MMEHHO 3TOT cTpax 3actaBisn [lepcedony OBITH



OCTOPOKHOM.

3a UCKJII0UEHUEM MPOIILION HOYM — HOUYM, KOTJIa OHA MOYYB-
cTBOBaJa ce0s1 OyHTapko. VI, HecMOTpsI Ha 3Ty CTPaHHYIO MeT-
Ky Ha Koxe, «HeHoub» ¥ ee BIacTUTeNlb CTad BCEM, YEro OHa
Koraa-audo xenana.

BoruHe xoTenock, YT00BI 3TO OBUIO HE TAK — XOTEJIOCh CUUTATh
Awupna orrankuBatonmM. OHa kajiena, 4To MpPOBeia MPOILTYIO
HOYb B BOCTIOMMHAHMSIX O TOM, KaK €ro TEMHbIE I71a3a U3y4asiu ee
TeJI0, KaK e MPUIIUIOCh 3alTPOKUHYTh TOJIOBY, YTOOBI BCTPETUTH-
Cs1 C HUM B3IVISIAOM, KaK €ro U3SIIHbIE PYKU TACOBAJIU KAPTHI.

KakoBO 3TO — 4yBCTBOBaTh TU JJIMHHBIE TAJIBIHI HA CBOEH
koke? KakoBo okazarbcsi B €ro o0bsATHAX?

[Tocne mpornuion Houu [lepcedoHa xorena Toro, 4ero He xe-
Jlajia HUKorja npesxje. Bckope ee BOTHEHUE CMEHUIIOCh OTHEM,
CTOJIb HE3HAKOMBIM M CHJIBHBIM, YTO €l MoKa3aJloch, OY/ITO OHA
BOT-BOT OOpAaTUTCS B TEMe.

O 6oeu. Ilouemy oHa BooOI111e 1ymaeT 00 3roM?

OnHO neno cumTath O60ra MEpTBHIX TPUBJIEKATETBHBIM, HO
Jcenams €ro... 3T0 COBCEM Jipyroe. Mexay HUMU HUYEro He
MorJo ObiTh. Ee MaTh HeHaBuena Auja, u OOrvHsI 3HasIa — el He
HYKHO OBUIO 1aXke CIIPaIIMBaTh, — YTO OTHOIICHUSI MEX]ly HUMU
nof1 3arpetoM. OHa Takke 3Hajla, YTO Marus ee MaTepy HyKHa
eil Oosblile, YeM YTOJIEHUE OTHsl, OyLIYIOIIEro BHYTPH.

[Mepcedona monuia 1o AKponossi: ero O1ecTsIuil 3epKaib-
HbId (pacan eaBa He ocnenui ee. OHa MOAHSJIACH TIO HEBBICO-
KOM JIECTHHULIE K ABEPSAM U3 CTEeKJa M 30i0Ta. Ha nepom staxe



el TIPUITUIOCh TIPOUTH Yepe3 psifl TYPHUKETOB C OXPAHOH — 00s1-
3aTeJIbHBIM 3JIEMEHTOM KOMIIaHUil, pa3MeIlaBIIMXCsl B MHOIO-
9Ta)XHOM 3/1aH1HU, BKJII0OYAs PEKJIAMHYI0 KOMIIaHUI0 3eBca — Kpe-
aruBHOe areHTcTBO «[lyd u Open». [lounrtarenu 3eBca Hepen-
KO cOOMpaINCh y AKpPOIoisi, HaJesiCh B3IJISTHYTh Ha Oora rpoma
XOTh OTHUM IJ1a3KkoM. OHaKIB rpymnma Oe3yMIeB Aaxe TOIbI-
Tajach B3STh 3[JaHUE IITYPMOM, YTOObI JOOPAThCsl 40 HETrO, 4TO
ObLJIO OTYACTU UPOHUYHO, Belb 3€BC PeAKo ObIBal B AKpoIioe,
TIPOBOJIs OGJIBIIYIO YacTh CBOETO BpeMeHU B OJIMMIIHH.

OnHako areHTCTBO 3eBca ObUIO HE eAMHCTBEHHBIM, HYXKIAB-
mmMcs B oxpane. «HoBoctn HoBbix A¢pun» B cBOE BpeMs NOJI-
HSUJIM HECKOJIBKO CJIOKHBIX TEM — TaKHUX, YTO MPUBEJIH B SPOCTh
Kak 00roB, Tak ¥ cMepTHBIX. [lepcedoHa He cibiiana HA 00 oj1-
HOM aKTe MECTH, HO, MPOXOJs Yepe3 OXpaHy, NOHMMAJa, 4To
9TH CMEPTHBIE OXPAHHUKHU HE CMOTYT OCTAHOBUTH pa3rHEBAHHO-
ro 6ora, pByIIErocst Ha MeCTUAECITHINA ITakK, YTOObl OTOMCTHUTb.

[locne TypHUKETOB OHA BBIILIA K PAAY JU(PTOB, KOTOPBIE J10-
CTaBWJIM €€ Ha HYXKHbII 3Tax. [IBEpu OTKPBUTUCH B OIPOMHOM
BecTuOI071e ¢ BhiBeckoi «HoBoctn HoBbix Adun». [lon Helt pac-
TOJ1arajcs CTOJ U3 BBITHYTOI'O CTEKJIa, U KpacuBasi JIEBYIIKA C
JUIMHHBIMA TEMHBIMU JIOKOHAMU TIOMPUBETCTBOBAJIA €€ YIIbIO-
xoit. Ee 3Barmm Basniepu, [epcedona nmomamna ee mo codecesio-
BaHMIO.

— Iepcedona, — npousHecna oHa, 00xofs croi1. — Paja cHoBa
TeOs1 BUneTh. 1 TeOs mpoBoXy. [lemerpuil yxe KJer.

Banepu orsena IlepcedoHy B pegakivio HOBOCTEH 3a CTEK-



JISIHHOM nieperopoakoii. Heckonbko CTOIOB U3 MeTaljIa U CTeKJIa
OBbLITM pacCTaBJIeHBI 371eCh POBHBIMU psilaMu. B romernieHnn Ku-
nesa padbota — TeeOHbl 3BOHWIIM, OyMaru 1y piiajm, 1mo KJja-
BUIIIAM CTYYaJIM MaJjblibl )KYPHAJIMCTOB U PEJAKTOPOB, CO3/al0-
HIMX OUepeaHbIe CTaThbU. B BO3/1yxe paznuBasics TyLIHbIA apoMar
Ko(pe, CJIOBHO BCE 3TO MECTO padoTasIo Ha KO(penHe 1 YepHIIaXx.
Oo6cranoBka nipusena [lepcepony B TpereT, u cepjiie OereHo
3a0UJIOCh Y HEe B IPy/IH.

— Hackonbko s 3Hat0, Tl U3 YHuBepcurera HoBeix AduH, —
ckazana Banepu. — Korna y Te0s1 3akaHumBaetcs yueba?

— Yepes nonroaa.

[epcedona yxe He pa3 mpeAcTaBisiia cebe MOMEHT, Korjaa
MPOUJIET MO OOJIBIION CIIeHe, YTOOBI MOTYYUTh AUIIIOM. DTO OY-
JeT KyJbMUHAIM I BpEMEHH, IIPOBEICHHOTO €10 CPeI CMEPTHBIX.

— Thsl, HaBepHOE, KJEIIb HE JOXKCIIILCS.

— Ara. — Ilepcedona B3rsiHys1a Ha Basnepu: — A Tb1?7 CKOJIBKO
TeOe elre yunThes?

— Eme nBa rona, — oreruna Banepu.

— A Kak Joiaro Tel 371ech?

— Okoro rofa, — yabIOHyJIach OHa.

— [InaHupyemb ocTaTbes 34€Ch MOCIE BBITYCKA?

— B 3TOM 30aHMM, Aa, HO HA HECKOJIBKO TaKEH BBIIIIE — B Kpe-
aTMUBHOM areHTcTBe «/ly0 u Open», — ycMexHynach OHa.

A, Tak ee kJ1aja peKjaMHasi KOMIIaHUs 3eBca.

Banepu nocrydana o oTKpeITON iBepr KaOMHETA B TaJIbHEn
YacTH 3aJa:



— Hemerpuit, [lepcedona npuiiiia.

— Cnacu6o, Banepu, — kuBnyn [lemerpuid.

HeBymka nosepHyaach k [lepcedone, yabIOHyIach U yaaiu-
nack. BoruHs Boliia B KaOMHET Y BIIEPBbIE B3IJISIHYJIA HA CBOETO
HOoBoOro 6occa, [lemerpust Aatoca. OH ObLI cTapiie, HO, OUEBU/I-
HO, B CBOE BpeMsI pa3ou He oiHO cepaiie. Ero Bomock ObLH KO-
POTKO CTPWXKEHBI 10 OOKaM, 4yTh JJUHHEE CBEpXy U OTJIMBAIN
cenuHoi. OYKM B YEPHOU OIpaBe MpUAaBaId €My YUEHbI BU/L.
Yeptsl ero smna [lepcedpona Ha3Basia Obl YTOHUEHHBIMU — TOH-
Kre ryObl 1 MajieHbKuil Hoc. OH ObLT BBICOKMM U XyabiM. Oner
JemeTtpuii ObLT B TONIyOyI0 pyOalliky, IMPOKKUe OPIOKY 1IBETA Xa-
KM U C TAJICTYKOM-0a004KOM B TOPOIIIEK.

— Ilepcedona, — ckazan oH, 000U CTON U MPOTSIHYB €M py-
Ky. — Paji cHoBa TeOs1 BUieTh. MBI CUACTIIMBBI, UTO THI TETIEPh C
HAaMHU.

— U s cyactimBa ObITh 311€Ch, MUCTEP A3TOC, — IEBYIIIKA T10-
Kaja eMy pyKy.

— 3oBu MeHs [lemeTpueM.

— Xopouio... [lemerpuii. — OHa He cepxkana ylablOKu.

— Ioxanyiicra, npucaxuaiicsi! — OH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY CTY-
Ja, ¥ oHa cena. [lemMeTpuiil mpucen Ha Kpaill CBOEro CTola, 3acy-
HYB PYKH B KapMaHbl. — Pacckaxu MHe o cele.

Koraa Ilepcedona Tonbko nepeexana B Hobie AduHbl, OHa
HEeHaBHJIeJIa TOT BOMpPOC. B TOT MOMEHT OHa MorJjia TOBOPUTD
JIMIITH O CBOMX CTPAaxax — 3aMKHYTHIX MTPOCTPAHCTB, OIIYIICHUS
3arHAHHOCTH B JIOBYIIKY, JTM(TOB. CIycTs Bpemsi OHa Habpasiach



OINBITA, M €M CTaJIO TIPOIIIe ONPEIeATh ceOsl TeM, UTO el HpaBH-
JIOCh.

— i crynentka YHuBepcutera HoBeix ApuH. Mos crienmais-
HOCTb — KYPHAJIMCTHUKA, U 51 3aKAaHYMBAIO YUYUTHCS B Mae. .. — Ha-
yaJia OHa, HO [lemeTpuii B3MaxHy/ PyKOii:

— Her, He TO, 4TO yXe€ ecTb B pe3loMe.

OH BcTpeTWICs € Heil B3MJISI0M, U OHA 3aMETHJIa, YTO Y HEro
roayoble ryasa.

JlemeTpuii yIbIOHYJICS:

— Kakas to1? Kakuie y 1e6s1 x0001, uHTEpeCh?

— Ox! — OHa nokpacHesa ¥ Ha CEKyH/Iy 3ayMasiach. — 51 mo0-
JIO MieYb. DTO IOMOTaeT MHE PaccaadUThCsl.

— IIpaBna? Iponomkaii. Yto uMeHHO TeOe HPaBUTCS TIeUb?

— Ja, no mpaBze roBopsi, 4to yrogHo. Celdac s OTTaYMBaIO
MCKYCCTBO MPUTOTOBJIEHUS CAXapHOIO MEeUYEHbSI.

OH noaHs1 OpoBHU, HE TiepecTaBasi YJIblOaTbCs:

— HckyccTBO IpUroToBIIEHMS caxapHOro nevyeHbs? Bor, 3Ha-
YUT, Kak?

— Jla, 1 BaM MOKaxy.

OHa focrana TenedoH 1 Haruia Heckoibko otorpaduid. Ko-
HEYHO K€, OHAa CHMMaJia TOJIbKO JTyYIlIM€ CBOM TBOPEHMUSI.

Hemerpunt B3s1 Te1€(DOH ¥ NPOJIUCTAT CHUMKH.

— O, kax 310poBo. OHu Benukonenssl, [lepcedona.

OH BcTpeTwicsl ¢ Hell B3MISII0OM, BO3Bpaliias TejiedoH.

— Cnacu6o. — [1epcedona orpyrana cedst 3a Iyparkyro yiso-
Ky, NOSIBUBLIYIOCS y HEE Ha JIMlie, HO KpoMe JIeKchl el ele HU-



KTO 3TOTrO HEe TOBOPUII.

— Urak, TH TOOUIIIb TIEYb. A 4TO errie?

— 4 mo6mio nucath, — MpU3HaIach oHa. — Pacckassbl.

— Pacckaspi? B cMbIciie, Xya0:xecTBeHHbIE?

— Ha.

— O mo6BU? — MPETIONIOKUI OH.

Tak Jiymau OOJBINIMHCTBO JIIOZEH, M pyMsiHell Ha miekax [lep-
cepOHBI €i1, IPSIMO CKaxeM, He TOMOraJ.

— Booo1ie-to, HeT. MHe HpaBATCS IETEKTUBHI.

bposu [lemerpus cHOBa B3JIETEN BBEPX.

— HeoxupanHo, — ckazan oH. — MHe 310 HpaBuTCA. Yero Tbl
KJEIIb OT ITOU CTAKUPOBKU?

— [pukmouenuii, — He yaep:xanach oHa. CJI0BO clieTeno ¢ ee
ry0, HO JlemeTpwii, KaxkeTcs, ObLT JJOBOJICH.

— [Mpukmouenuii... — OH otolen ot ctona. — Ecau Tl xax-
neis npukioueHnit, «HoBoctn HoBeix Adun» Tede nx odec-
nievar, [lepcedona. Ha 310t mo3uimu Tel CMOXeITh 3aHUMAThCS
TEM, YEM 3aXOYelllb, — BCE B TBOMX PyKax. 3axOyellb JIE1aTh pe-
MOPTaXU — AeJlall penopTaku. XOo4delllb peAAKTUPOBATh — PeJaK-
TUPYU. XOYelllb IPUHOCUTHh KO — MPUHOCH.

[epcedona He coOrpanack MPUHOCUTH KOhe HUKOMY, Kpome
ceOs1, HO He CTajia TOBOPUTH eMy 00 3ToM. OHa U He ymaJia, uTo
MOXET IPUATH B elrie OOJBIINI BOCTOPT, HO MOKa JleMeTpuii ro-
BOPWJI, €€ HAKPbUIO BCEMOIIOIIAIOIIEE YYBCTBO, YTO 3TA CTAXKU-
POBKa U3MEHUT €€ KU3Hb.

— VYBepeH, Thl 3Haelllb, YTO HAC HEPEJKO YIIOMUHAIOT B HOBO-



cTax. — OH KpUBO yCMexHYyJIcs. — IpOHUYHO, C y4ETOM TOr0, 4YTO
MbI ¥ CAMUA HOBOCTHOU UCTOYHUK.

«HoBoctr HoBbix AdyH» ObLIIM M3BECTHBI OOJIBIITUM KOJTUYE-
CTBOM MOJIaHHBIX MMPOTUB HUX MCKOB. /X MOCTOSIHHO ynpekayiu
B PacCIpOCTPaHEHUH MOpOYAIlMX CBECHUN, KJIeBeTe U BMellla-
TEIbCTBE B JINUHYIO KU3Hb. TeM He MeHee T0 ObLIM ellle He ca-
MbI€ CTpAIllHble OOBUHEHUS, BbIIBUHYThIE TPOTUB KOMITAHUH.

— 51 He MorJ1a MOBEPUTH, KOrjia AMOJUIOH OOBUHUJI BaC B TOM,
YTO BHI WieHbl Tpuasl, — momoTasia rosoou [lepcedona.

Tpuama Obuta TPYNION CMEPTHBIX-0€300KHIKOB, AKTUBHO
BBICTYMABIIIMX MPOTUB OOrOB M OMUPAIONIUXCS HA YEeCTHOCTD,
J00pyIo BOJIO U cBOOOAY. 3eBC 0OBSABUII UX TEPPOPUCTUYECKOM
OpraHu3alMel v yrpoxaja CMEepPThIO BceM, KTo Oy/ieT MoiMaH Ha
UX IpoMnara’je.

— O na. — [lemeTpuii ogHsUT OPOBU U TIOTEP 3aHIOI0 YacCTh
ten. — [lomnHbil aOcypa, KOHEYHO, HO JIIOAU BCE PABHO B 3TO Be-
pAIT.

[Moxany#, Xyaiiee BO BCEM 3TOM ObLIO TO, YTO B pe3yJbTare
peuieHust 3eBca Bepylole OpraHu30BaIv KyJIbThl, HAUAINA OXO-
Ty Ha CBOMX € M YOUJIM HECKOJIbKUX YEIOBEK, OTKPBITO 3as5IB-
JISBIIUX O cBoeM 0e300xuu. [1py 3ToM MX He BOJHOBAJIO, OBLIH
Te wieHamu Tpuajpl wim HeT. D10 ObUIO Y)KacHOe BpeMsl, a 3eBC
BBICTYIWJI POTHUB KYJIBTOB C OObIIMM oro3aaHueM. «Hosoctu
HoBbix AduH» camu 00 3TOM paccKa3aiu.

— M1 viiem nipaBay, Ilepcedona, — npousnec lemerpuit. —
B npasne cuna. Tl xouems cuibl?



OH faxe He MPeCTaBIIsLI, O YeM CIIpAIINBaJl.

— Hla, — ckazasa oHa. — 5 xo4y cuibl.

Ha stoT pa3s, yabpiOoHyBIIMCh, [emeTpuii 0OOHa KU 3yOBl.

— Torpa Te 31€CH Mpeycneelb.

Hemetpuii okasain Ilepcedone ee cTon, KOTOphIA CTOST Psi-
JoM ¢ ero kabmaeTomM. OHa TOJNIOKWIA CYMOYKY M Havyaja o0y-
CTpauMBaThCs: MpOBEepHIIa SIIMKUA, OTMETHIIA, YTO U3 KaHITOBA-
pOB it paboThl €f HYXHO TMOIMPOCUTh WX KynuTh. Ha crek-
JISTHHOM ITOBEPXHOCTH CTOJIa JiexkaJl HOBeHbKMIA HOyTOYK. Ero mo-
BEPXHOCTh ObUIa MPOXJIAJAHOM, U KOIZA JIEBYIIKA €r0 OTKPBUIA,
Ha TEMHOM K paHe OTPa3ujIoCh JIMLIO MY:KUMHbI 03311 Hee. OHa
MIOBEPHYJIACh HA CTYJIe U BCTPETUIIACH B3MJISZIOM C TIApO OKPYT-
JIMBILUXCSI OT YAUBJICHUS TJ1a3.

— AZIOHHC, — TPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Ilepcedpona. — OH BbIIIISIAET TaK K€ MPUBJIEKATENIbHO, KaK
¥ MPONION HOYBIO, HO OoJiee TPOoeCcCUOHAIBHO: B JIABAHJOBOM
pyOaiiike u ¢ KpyxkKou Kode B pyke. — S 1 He 3HaJ1, 4TO ThI HAIII
HOBBIN CTaxXep.

— A s He 3HaJIa, YTO THI TYT PabOTaelllb, — yIBIOHYJIACH OHA.

— $1 crapmmii pernopTep, B OCHOBHOM 3aHMMAIOCh pa3Bjiede-
HUSIMH, — CAMOZIOBOJIbHO TIpor3Hec oH. — Ham Te0s He xBaraio,
IPOILLIBIM BEYEPOM Thl TaK HEOKUIAHHO YIILIA.

— O ga, npoctH. {1 XoTena NOAroTOBUTHLCS K CBOEMY IEPBOMY
JHIO.

— He 6yny Te6s 3a 310 BunuTH. Hy, 100pO MoxanoBars.

— Anonuc, — oOparuiics K Hemy JleMeTpuii, BO3BpaIasich K



ceOe B KaOMHET, — Thl He MoT Obl ycTpouTh [lepcedone aKcKyp-
CHIO [0 HAILIEMY 3TaKy?

— C ynoBonbcrBueM. — [lapens ynbiOHysICs eii: — ['oToBa?

[lepcepona nocnenosana 3a AZOHUCOM, TOTOBasi OKYHYTbCS
B JUHAMHUYHYI0 OOCTAaHOBKY CBOEro HoBoro ogmuca. OHa Obuia
paja yBUIETb 3HAKOMOE JIMIIO, JJa)keé HECMOTPSl Ha TO YTO OHA
BCTpETHJIa €ro TONBKO Buepa. biaromapst atomy eil 31ech ObLio
KaK-TO KOM(OpTHEe.

— Dr0 padoyasi KOMHaATA. 3[eCh U3YUAIOT IMOCTYMAIOIIYI0 UH-
(popmanuio 1 MPOBOJAT paccaeqoBaHUsl, — CKa3aJl OH.

Jlionu nmogHUMAaNM B3IVISABL OT CBOMX SKPAHOB, KOIJIA OHU C
AJIOHHCOM ITPOXOIUIIM MUMO, MaxaJiu 1 yibioanuch [lepcedone.
AJIOHUC yKa3aJl Ha 3aCTEKJICHHbIE KOMHATHI:

— 9TO KOMHATHI 11 IPOBEJEHN S UHTEPBBIO U KOH(EPEHLIMH.
CronoBasi. KomHara otipixa. — OH yKa3aln Ha OFpPOMHBIN 3ail
C yIOOHBIMM 30HAMH OTAbIXa W TEIUIBIM IPUIJTYIIEHHbBIM CBe-
ToMm. [IpocTpaHCcTBO OBLIO OYEHb YIOTHBIM, U TaM YK€ CHJIENU
HECKOJIBKO JIIOJEH.

— Tbl, BOBMOKHO, MPEANOYTEIIb MUCATh 3[A€Ch, KOT/Ia MOSBUT-
sl Takasi BO3MOXXHOCTb.

ApnoHuc nokasarn e mkad ¢ KaHIITOBapaMu, U OHa B3sij1a pyy-
KH, cTUKepbl 1 OokHOTHL. [ToMoras [lepcedone oTHecTH Bee 00-
PaTHO K €€ CTOJIy, OH YTOUHMIL:

— A Kakoil BUJ )KypHATUCTUKHU TeOe nHTepeceH?

— $1 CKJIOHSIIOCH K KYPHAJIMCTCKHAM paccieOBaHUsIM, — OTBe-
TUJIa OHA.



— O, gerekTUBHI, 1a?

— MHe HpaBUTCA UCCIEN0BATb.

— Kako#-To KOHKpeTHBIIT 00BbEKT? — CIPOCHIT OH.

Auo.

Wms Gora BHE3AITHO BCIUIBUIO B €€ TOJI0BE, U OHA MOHSLIA, YTO
9TO U3-3a METKU y Hee Ha 3arsAcTbe. OHa CTPACTHO keJjlajla CHOBA
nonactb B «HeHOUb» M BBISICHUTD, YTO OHA 3HAYMIIA.

— Her, mHe npocTo... HpaBUTCA pelaTh 3arajiku, — Mnoxana
IUIe4aMu JIEBYIKA.

— Hy, torna, BO3MOXHO, Thl TIOMOKEIIIb HAM BBISICHUTB, KTO
BOPYET €1y U3 XOJIOAWJIbHUKA B CTOJIOBOM.

Iepcedona paccmestiace.

V Hee NOABUIIOCH UYBCTBO, YTO €M 3[€Ch [IOHPABUTCS.



I'nasa IV. Kourpakr

MeHnslle yem yepe3 yac nocne yxopa u3 Axkponons Ilepce-
(ona yxe crosina nepen 3manvieM «Henoun» u crydana B 6e3-
yIIpeYHyIo YepHyIo ABepb. OHa mpuexaia ciofa Ha aBTooyce, U
9Ta Moe3/Ka e/iBa He cBesla ee ¢ yMa. OHa He MorJia CLIOKOWHO
cuieTs. B ronose nepeMerianuchk Bce BUIBI CTPAXOB U TPEBOT,
KacaloIIMXCsl METKHU. BbUT I 9TOT Opaciier KakuM-To. .. npumsi-
3anuem? BbUl M OH 4eM-TO, YTO TeNepb CBSA3BIBAJIO €€ QYIIy C
NOA3EMHBIM HTapcTBOM? Mn 3TO OBLT OJIMH U3 €T0 YKaCHBIX KOH-
TPaKTOB?

Ona cobupasach 3TO BbISICHUTh, €CIIH KTO-HUOYb yKe HAKO-
Hell OTKPOET 3Ty YepTOBY J1BEpPb!

— Ay! — kpukHyna oHa. — EcTb TaM KTO-HUOYIH?

Ona npogoikana 6apabaHUTh B IBEPb, [TOKA y Hee He 3a00-
nenu pyku. U Korza oHa yske roToBa Oblia cAaThCs, ABEPb BIPYT
pacniaxHysacek. Ha Hee 37100HO BO33pHJICS OTp, CTOSIBIIIME BUepa
Ha Bxoze. [Ipu cBete IHS OH BHIIVIsAAEN elle Oojee yKacalole.
Toscras koka cBUCaja CKJIaJKaMu BOKPYT €ro LIeu, U OH CMOT-
peJl Ha Hee CBOMMM MaJIEHbKMMM COLY PEHHBIMH IJ1a3KaMHU.

— Yero Tebe Ha0? — MpOpBIYa OH, ¥ OT Hee He YCKOJIB3HYJIO,
YTO OH MOT OBl OTHOM PYKOH pa3faBuTh €l ueper.

— MHe HykHO OrOBOPUTH ¢ AUJOM, — IIPOU3HECIIA OHA.

Orp ycraBuics Ha Hee, a IOTOM IPOCTO 3aXJIONHYJI IBEPb.

370 ee Mo-HaCTOAIIEeMY B30ECHIIO.



OHa cHOBa 3aKOJIOTWJIA B ABEPD.

— IIpunypok! Briyctu mens!

Omna Bcerja 3HaJIa O CyILIECTBOBAHMY OI'POB U YMTaJIa O HEKO-
TOPBIX MX cadoCTsIX B KHUrax bubnuoreku Apremupl. OnHa u3
HUX 3aKJTI0Ya71aCh B TOM, YTO OIPbl HEHABU/IENU, KOT/Ia MX 003bI-
BaJIN.

Orp cHOBa pacnaxHyJ ABepb U 3apbryai Ha [lepcedony, 00-
JlaB €€ JIMLIO THWIbIM AbixaHnueM. OH HaBepHsKa AyMall, 4To 3TO
€e OTITyTHET, Bellb, BHE BCAKMX COMHEHUI, 9TO BCceraa cpadbaThl-
BaJIO, HO TOJBKO He Ha [lepcedpone. MeTka Ha 3ansacTbe Bena ee
Brepes. Ha kony Oblia ee cBoboza.

— I TpeGyio, uToObI ThI BrycTHs MeHs1! — OHa BlIaBUJIa HOT-
TH B CBOM JIaJjoHU. [Topa3mbiiiuisiia, CKOJIbKO CBOOOIHOTO MeCTa
€CTb B JBEPHOM NpoeMe. CMOXET JIM OHA MPOCKOJIB3HYTh MUMO
orpomMHo# TBapu? Eciu oHa OyeT ABUTAThCS JOCTATOYHO OBICT-
PO, U3-3a CBOMX pa3MepPOB OH, BO3MOKHO, IOTEPSIET PABHOBECHE.

— Kro 1Bl Takas, cmepTHas, 4ToOB TpeOOBATh AyAUEHIIUN Y
6ora MepTBHIX ? — CIIPOCHJIO CYIIIECTBO.

— TBol1 10pA OCTaBWJI HA MHE METKY, 1 MHE HAJI0 C HUM Ce-
PbE3HO NIOTOBOPUTD.

CymiecTBO paccmesiyioch, U ero Ii1a3a-0yCMHKY 3aUCK PUJTHCH.

— Tebe ¢ HUM HAJI0 CEPHE3HO IOTOBOPUTH?

— Ha, mue. Bnyctu mens!

C Kaxa0# CeKyH/I0i OHa Bce OOJIbINE BBIXOAWIA U3 CeOsl.

— MBI 3aKpBITHI, — OTBETUJIO CyIecTBO. — [lpumercs Tebe
IIPUWATH B APYrOM pas.



— 51 ve yiiny. Briyctu MeHs1 cefiuac ke, Tbl, OOJIBIIION yPOIJIH-
BBl Orp!

INepceona ocozHama cBo0 OMIMOKY Cpa3y, Kak TOJIBKO CJI0Ba
caerenau y Hee ¢ ry0. JIuuo tBapu n3MeHusnock. OH cxBaTui ee
3a IIEI0 U TIOIHSJT HAJl 3EMJIEH.

— K10 THI? — psiBKHYJ OH. — KoBapHas ManeHpKkass HuM@a?

JleBy1iKa BIIENWJIACh HOITSIMU B CTaJIbHYIO KOXY Orpa, HO OH
JMUIb [1yOKe BOABUII CBOM MSICHCTbIE NaJibLibl el B ropsio. OHa
HE MOIJIa JIbIIaTh, HAa IIa3aX MPOCTYNUJIM ClIE3bl, U €IUHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO €l OCTaBaIOCh, — COPOCUTH CBOH Yaphl.

Korga ee pora cranu 3aMeTHbI, CO3/1aHUE TYT K€ BbITYCTUJIO
ee 13 Jiall, CJIOBHO OHa ero odoxria. Ilepcepona nokaunyaace u
caenana riayookuid Boox. OHa mprxkana pyKy K CBOEMY HEXHO-
My TrOpJly, HO yCTOsJIa Ha HOTaX ¥ THEBHO BO33pUJIach Ha Orpa B
cBOeM HacTtosiiieM oonmke. OH OMyCTuII I71a3a, He cMes IIOCMOT-
PEThb Ha HEE U BCTPETUTHCS B3IVIAJIOM C €€ HEECTECTBEHHO SIPKU-
MU [JIa3aMH.

— S Tepcedona, GOrMUHS BECHBI, ¥ €CITU ThI XOUEIIb COX PAHHUTh
CBOIO CKOPOTEUHYIO KU3Hb, Thl TOAYMHUIICS MHE.

Ee rosnoc apoxan. Ee Bce eme TpAciao nocie Toro, Kak orp
4yTb He 3agyini ee. CoBa, YTO OHA UCIONB30BaJIa, IPUHA/JIE-
kamu ee marepu. Ta nmpousHecna ux, yrpoxas CUpeHe, KoTopast
OTKa3aJjiach MoMoYb eil HaiiTu notepssiryiocs [lepcedony. Ma-
JIBIILIKA CUJENA BCETO B HECKOJIBKMX LIarax OoT HUX, NpSAYach 3a
KycroM. OHa yciplliana pe3kue Cj0Ba MaTepu U 3allOMHUIIA —
3Hasl, 9T0 0€3 Maru4ecKux CHJI CJIoBa OyayT ee eIMHCTBEHHBIM



OpYXHEM.

JBepb o3aau orpa pacnaxsysack. TOT caesiai mar B CTOPOHY
W yIajl Ha KOJIeHH, YBHJICB B IpoemMe Aujia.

V TlepcedoHbl iepexBaTuiio IpixaHue. Bech 1eHb ero oopas
CTOSUI y Hee Tiepe]l IJla3aMu, OHa BCIIOMHUHAJIA €0 dJIeTaHTHbIe,
HO MpauHble 4epThl. VI TeM He MeHee TO, UTO OHa COXpaHWIa B
NaMATH, ObLJIO JIUIIL OJIeTHOV TEHBIO €r0 PeaIbHON BHEITHOCTH.
[Nepcedona ObL1a yBepeHa, YTo Ha HEM TOT ke KOCTIOM, UTO U Ha-
KaHyHe, HO TaJICTyK OOJITAJICS Ha Ilee Pa3BsI3aHHBIM, a MTYTOBH-
1Bl pyOaIKy OBbUTH PACCTETHYTHI HA ITIee, CIerka OOHaxast TPy/lb.
Kak Oy/aTo ero oTBjeKJIM BO BpeMs pa3JieBaHUsI.

[Totom OHa BCIIOMHMJIA KEHIIMHY, YTO OOHUMAJIA ero 3a Ta-
o, — Mungpy. Bo3MokHO, OHa TIpepBajia X JIIOOOBHBIC UT'PHI.
OT 3TOii MBICITH OHA UCITBITAJIA OTPOMHOE YJIOBJIETBOPEHUE, XOTh
Y 3HaJIa, YTO el JIOJDKHO ObITh BCE PABHO.

— Jlequ Tlepcedona, — ero rojaoc OblT HU3KUM U COOJIA3HU-
TEJIBHBIM, TaK YTO OHA IMOEKMUIACh.

Boruns 3actaBuia cedst OTKPHITO B3ISIHYTh €My B Ila3a — B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHM OBbLJIM PaBHBI, U OHA XOTeJIa, YTOOBI OH 3HAJT
3TO, BeJlb OHa COOMpasach MPeabsBUThL CBOM TpeOoBaHus. OHa
oOHapyKuia, YTo AW U3ydaer ee, CKJIOHUB ToJIoBy HaOOK. [on
€ro B3MJISJIOM €€ HACTOSIIAsl BHEITHOCTb BAPYT CTaja JUIsl Hee
YeM-TO OYeHb JIMYHBIM, M €l 3aXOTeJIOCh CHOBA CIPATAThCS 3a
yapamu. OHa coBepIliia OMMOKY — Brajia B THEB U OTYasiHUE,
BBIJIaB ceO4.

— Jlopn Aup, — BeigaBuia [lepceona, kopoTko KuBHyB. OHa



UCIIBITAJIa TOPIIOCTh 32 ceOs1, MOTOMY YTO €€ TOJIOC He JIPOKa,
XOTsI BHYTPU €€ BCIO TPSICIIO.

— Mwusiopz, — orp OImyCTHII TOJIOBY, — sl HE 3HaJI, YTO OHa 00-
T'vHs. § TOTOB MOHECTH HAaKa3aHUe 3a CBOU JICHCTBUSI.

— Hakazanme? — nepecnipocuiia Ilepcedona, dyBcTBys1 ceOst
0e33alIMTHOM, CTOSI B JHEBHOM CBETE PSIOM C KIyOoM. Aunp
HEOXOTHO TepeBeJI B3MJIsi] ¢ OOTMHU Ha Orpa.

— $1 mogHsN pyKy Ha OOTMHIO, — CKa3aJl MOHCTP.

— W xeHmHy, pa3 yx Ha TO MOILIO, — 0e3paJOCTHO JO0ABHII
Awup. — 4 paz6epych ¢ ToOo# nozxe. [Ipomry, teau [epcedona. —
OH otcTynu, ponyckas ee B «HeHOUb».

Ona marHysia B TEMHOTY, M JBEpb MO3a1 Hee 3aKpbLIach.
Bo3nmyx Obul TSKENbIM, 3apsKEHHBIM HAmNpsDKEHHEeM, KOTOpoe
OHA YYBCTBOBaJiAa y ceOsl BHYTPH, W HACHIINIEHHBIM 3allaXxoM
Awpna. Eif xoTenoch cienaTh BIOX 1 HATIOJIHUTh UM CBOM JIETKUE.
BmecTo 3T0rO OHa 3a/iepkaia AbIXaHue.

OH 3aroBOpuJI MPSIMO y €€ yXa, ¥ OHa OIIyTHJIA HA CBOEH KOXKe
Jleryaiiiiee KacaHue ero ryo.

— A BbI TIOJIHBI CIOPIIPU30B, TOPOTasi.

[Mepcedona cnenana pe3kuil BIOX U pa3BepHYJIach K HEMY JIU-
1IOM, HO AWa psiIoM ¢ Hell yxe He Obl10. OH OTKPBUT IBEPh 1
KJIAJI, KOTJ]a OHAa BOUJET B KJIyO.

— Tlocne Bac, OoruHs, — ckazaja oH. DTO CJIOBO MPO3BYYAJIO
6e3 HaCMeIIKH, HO B €ro rojloce CKBO3WJIO JTIIOOOIBITCTBO.

JleBy1ika mporuia MUMo Oora ¥ CTynuia Ha OaJIkOH, BBIXO-
JAIIMA HA ITyCTOM IJIaBHBIN 3aj1. TaM Liapuia uaeanbHasi YuCTO-



Ta, TIOJIBI OTIIOJIMPOBAHBI, CTOJIMKU HATEPTHI 10 Onecka. Kazanock
HEBO3MOKHBIM IPEJCTABUTD, UTO €Il BYepa BEUEPOM 3TO MECTO
OBbLIO 320UTO JTIOBMH.

Ona noBepHyJIach M yBujiena xaymero ee Auaa. Korga oHu
BCTPETWJIUCH IJIa3aMH, OH IOIIeN MO CTyIeHbKaM BHU3, U OHa
NOCJIeI0BasIa 32 HHM.

OH niepecek 3aJ1 ¥ HAPaBUJICS K BUHTOBOM JIECTHHIIE, BE/LY-
1ieit Ha BTopoii atax. [lepcepoHa ocTaHOBUIIACH B HEPEIIUTE b~
HOCTH.

— Kyna mbl uzem? — cipocuiia oHa.

OH noBepHyJICS K HEH:

— B moii oduc. S mogymar, To, 4TO Bbl XOTUTE MHE CKa3aTh,
TpeOyeT MPUBaTHOCTH.

OmHa OTKpbLIa U 3aKpblIa POT, OKWHYB B3IJISIIOM IYCTOM KITyO.

— Kaxercs, 31ech JOCTaTOYHO MPUBATHOCTH.

— Her, — orBeT1 A M IBUHYJICS BBEPX IO CTYIIEHbKaM, HU-
yero Oosbiiie He ToBopsi. OHa Molia CeIoM.

Korzia oy MogHSAIMCh, OH CBEPHYJT HAIIPABO — B TIPOTHBOIIO-
JIOKHYIO CTOPOHY OT TOTO 3aJia, IJie OHa MoObIBajIa MPOIILTHIM Be-
YepoMm, — K YepHOM CTeHe, UCKYCHO YK pallieHHou 30510toM. [lep-
cedoHa He MOrJia IOBEPUTH, UTO HE 3aMETHJIa ee Mpekie. 30710~
TOH pesbed Ha IBYX OOJBIIMX JABEPSAX U300paxas JIO3bl U IBe-
Thl, OOBUBatoIMe ABy3yoen Aunga. OcTaibHble YacTH CTEHBI Obl-
JIM PACTIMCAHBI 30JI0THIM IIBETOYHBIM Y30POM.

Eii, HaBepHOE, HE CJIe/IOBAJIO TaK YAMBJISATHCS, YTO OOT MEpT-
BBIX TIPE/INIOYNTAN YKPAIIaTh MHTEPhEP IIBETAMH — B KOHIIE KOH-



1I0B, €r0 CUMBOJIOM OBbLJT HAPIIKCC.

Barnsag Ilepcedonsl OblT MpUKOBaH K AWy, KOrga TOT OT-
KPBUI OJIHY U3 30JI04eHbIX jABepeil. OHa He ropena kelaHueM
OCTaBaTbCsl C HUM HAaeAMHE B 3aMKHYTOM IMpocTpaHcTBe. OHa He
JIOBEpsiIa CBOUM MBICIISIM U CBOEMY Telly.

Ha stot pa3 6or mo3sai ee:

— Bo1 Oyznere koneOarbest Ha KaxJ0M 1mary, Jieau [lepcedona?

Ona O6pocuiia Ha Hero HeJJOBOJIbHBIN B3IJISIL:

— MHe npocTo O4YeHb MOHPaBUJICS Balll JIeKop, Jopa Aup. S
HE 3aMeTHJIa €ro MPOILIBIM BEUYEPOM.

— JIBepu B MOM MOKOM BCErJa CKPbIThl B paOOYMe Yachl KIly-
6a, — OTBETHJI OH 1 YKa3aJl Ha OTKPHITYIO ABepb: — Tak Mbl ugem?

Boruns codparna BCio CBOIO XpaOpOCTh U TBUHYJIACH BIEpEI.
OH ocTaBWJ il He TAK MHOTO CBOOOJHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA, TaK
YTO, BXO/Sl B KOMHATY, OHA 3a/1e/1a €ro.

Oxkazapmich B oduce Aupa, [lepcedpona odbpatuiia BHUMA-
HHE Ha OKHA, BBIXOISIIIME HA OCHOBHOM 3ai1 Ki1y0a. OKOH, CMOT-
PAIIMX Ha YIUILY, 37eCh He ObLIO, HO KOMHATa OblIa 3aJIMTa Tell-
JILIM CBETOM M Ka3aJ1ach CTPAHHO YIOTHOM, HECMOTPSI Ha YEPHbIN
MpaMOpHBIii 1os1. MosxeT, 3To ObLIO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C KAMUHOM
y crenbl. [lBaH U [Ba Kpecia co3AaBaiy YIOOHBINA yroOJIOK s
OTJIBIXa, ICTETHKE KOM(OPTa CIIOCOOCTBOBAT MEXOBOU KOBEP Ha
nony. B 1ajgbHeM KOHIlE KOMHATbI, CJIOBHO TPOH, BO3BBIILIAIACH
orpoMHasi 00CHIMaHOBas IUINTA, CIyKuBIIas Auny croiom. Ha
HeM He Obl1o HU Oymar, Hu potorpacdmii. Eit crano untepecHo,
TI0JIL30BAJICS JIM UM BOOOIIIe AW/T UJIH K€ OH CTOSIT TYT /IS Kpa-



COTHI.

[TpsiMo mepen Hell oka3asics CTOJNMK, a HA HeM — Ba3a C KpoBa-
BO-KPaCHBIMH IIBeTaMH. BOrvHS 3aKaTuiia rjia3a rmpu BUJIE STOTO
Oykera.

Awp 3akpbut 1Bepb, U Ilepcepona nanpsiriack. CTaHOBUJIOCH
ornacHo. Eif Hy)KHO OBLJIO HACTOSITh HAa PA3rOBOpPE BHU3Y, /e Obl-
710 GOJTBIIIE IPOCTPAHCTBA, TIe OHA CITOCOOHA OblIa MBICIUTH 00-
Jiee pa3yMHO U JIbIIIIaTh, HE BTATMBAs B ceOs ero 3anax. OH Mej-
JIEHHO TIOZIONIENT K Hel, U €€ TEJIO BHITSHYJIOCh B CTPYHY.

Awunp ocraHoBwiIcs. OH BHUMATENBHO BCMAaTPUBAJICA B €€ JIU-
110, Ha JIOJIO CEKYH/IbI 3aJIePKaBIIMCh Ha ee ryoax, Mpex/ie 4emM
CIyCTUThCS K 1iee. Korya oH MpoTSAHYN pyKy, YTOOBI KOCHYThCS
ee, JajoHb [lepcedoHbl COMKHYIAch y Hero Ha 3amnsictbe. OHa
HE CTOJIBKO 0O0s171ach €ro, CKOJIbKO COOCTBEHHOW PeaKIliy Ha ero
IIPUKOCHOBEHHUE.

WX B3MJIS1/161 BCTPETUIIHCH.

— OH BaM HUYEro He noBpeaui’? — cpocun Aug,.

— Her, — oTBeTM1a OHA, ¥ OH KUBHYJI, OCTOPOKHO BHICBOOO/IB
pyKy u3 ee xBaTku. OH mepecek KOMHATY — KaK MPeArnooXuia
[epcedona, 4ToOB OOECIIEUNTD AUCTAHIIMIO MEX/Ty HUMHU.

[ToTom OHa BCITOMHMJIA, YTO BCE €IIle CTOUT Tepe] HUM B CBO-
€M MCTHUHHOM OOJIMKE, U HavyaJia MOJHUMATh Yaphl.

— O, HEMHOTO TO3JHOBATO JIJI CKPOMHOCTH, BaM He KaxeT-
csA? — AW IPOH3MIT e B3MJISIIOM TEMHBIX TJ71a3.

OH pa3Bsi3aJi rajICTyK, 1 O0TUHS HaOJ0/1a71a, KaK TOT COCKaJIb-
3bIBAaeT C €ro IIeH, MPEXe YeM B3MIAHYTh eMy B Iaza. OH He



ycMexaJics, Kak OHa Oujiaia. BeipakeHue ero nuia Obuio. .. Tu-
kuM. Kak y rojiogHoro )kMBOTHOTO, HAKOHEI] 3arHABILIETO CBOIO
KEPTBY B JIOBYIIIKY.

OHa croTHya.

— 41 Bam nomerana?

Omna He ObUIa YBEpeHa, YTO XOUEeT YCIIbIIIATh OTBET.

VYrosnok ero pra npunoaHsics.

— 51 coOupascs nedb B MOCTENb, KOT/IA YCTbIIIAI, KaK BbI TPe-
OyeTe BIYCTUTDb BaC B MO KJTyO.

B nocrens? Ho Beap yxe nonaeHs.

— IpencraBbre cebe MoOe YOUBIICHUE, KOT/IA s OOHAPYKWIT Y
CBOMX JIBepei OOTMHIO, C KOTOPOW MO3HAKOMUJICS IPOILIBIM Be-
Yepom.

— DTO roprosa Bam ckasana?

Omna marsyJja Briepes], CBUperio B3upast Ha Hero. ['yOb Auna
W30THYJIUCh B YJIBIOKE.

— Her, DBpuana MHe HMYEro He roBopwia. f y3Han maruio
Hemetpol, HO BBl He OblH [lemeTpoii. — OH CHOBa CKJIOHWJI TO-
JoBy HaOOK. — Korja BH yliui, s CBEpUIICS C HECKOJIbKUMU TEK-
cramiu. 51 1 3a0bu1, uTO y [leMeTphl ecTb J04b. S PeAnoaoKuI,
yto Bbl [lepcedona. Boripoc B ToM, moueMy Bbl HE MOJIb3YETECH
CBOEY Marueu?

— W nostomy BbI ces1aim 3107 — pe3Ko CIIpoChyia OHa, CHUMAst
OpacieT, KOTOpPbIM 3aKpbljla METKY Ha CBOEH KOXke, ¥ MOAHUMAS
PYKY.

Anp yXMBIIBHYJICS.



Ha camom odene yxmolavhyncsi.

[lepcedoHe xoTenocr HaKMHYThCS Ha Hero. OHa cxaja pyKu
1o O0KaM, 4TOOBl He OPOCUTHCS K HEMY 4Yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY.

— Her, — ckazan oH. — DT0 pe3ysbTar TOro, YTo Bbl MHE IIPO-
Urpau.

— Bbl a1 yuuau MeHs urpartb, — BO3pasuiia OHA.

— 9710 (popMasIbBHOCTU. — Aunp noxan redamu. — [IpaBuia
«Henoun» Gonee yeM nmpo3pavyHbl, OOTUHS.

— OHHM Kakue yrojiHo, TOJIbKO He MPO3pavyHbIe, a Bl Mep3aBel !

YV Awupna notemHenu ria3a. Buimumo, o03bIBaTeIbCTBA HPABU-
JMCh eMy He Oosbiiie, yeM orpam. OH OTTONKHYJICS OT CTOJa U
3amarai npsamo K Hel. [lepcedona Ha mmar oTcTynuia.

— Byapbre nosexiueil, [lepcedpona, — ckazan oH U MPOTSHYJ
PYKY K ee 3amscthio. OH 00Ben majbleM OpacieT, 3aCTaBHB ee
3aapoxkarb. — [IpurnacuB MeHsi 3a CBOM CTOJ, Bbl BCTYNWIA B
cornanieHvie. Ecau Obl Bbl BBIMTPAIM, TO CMOIJIM Obl IOKUHYTh
«HeHoub» 6e3 Kakux-1m00 nocneacTeuii. Ho B He BHIMTpaiy,
TaK YTO Y HAC C BAMU KOHTPAKT.

OmHa crioTHy”na, iepedupasi B MaMsITH BCe Te YKacHbIE BEIIH,
YTO CJIbIIIAIA O KOHTPaKTaX Au/a ¥ HEBBIIOJIHUMBIX YCJIOBHUSIX.
Kakyio TbMy OH BHITAIIIUT W3 TTyOUHBI €€ TyIn?

— W ut0 3710 3HaUMT? — E€ rosoc 3Byyani no-npexHemMy pe3ko.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO 51 JOJKEH O3BYUUTD YCJIOBUSI.

— 4§ He X04y 3aKJI04aTh C BAMU KOHTPAKT, — MTPOLIEIMIa OHa
CKBO3b 3yObl. — CHUMUTE METKY!

— 41 He mory.



— Bbl ee Ha MHE OCTaBWJIM, 3HAYUT, MOXKETE U CHSTb.

Ero ryOsl H30rHy/IUCh.

— Bu1 cunTaere, 310 cMeIHO?

— Ox, moporas, Bbl JaKe HE NPEACTaBIIsIeTe. . .

CnoBo «goporasi» CKOJIb3HYJIO IO €€ KOKe, U IEBYIIKA BHOBb
noexmiack. OH, KaXeTcsl, 3TO 3aMETHJI, TOTOMY UTO YJIBIOHYJICS
ellle YyTOUKY IIMpe.

— $1 GoruHs, — nonpoOoBaia oHa CHOBA. — Mbl paBHBI.

— Bel nymaete, KpoBb MeHsIET TOT (DaKT, UTO BbI IOOPOBOJIBHO
3aKJIIOYMIIM CO MHOM KOHTpakT? Takue Benm — 3akoH, [lepcedo-
Ha. — OHa 37100HO B3[UIsIHYJIa Ha Hero. — MeTka UcYe3HeT, Korjaa
KOHTPAKT Oy/eT BbIMONHEH. — OH MPOU3HEC 3TO TaK, CJIOBHO OT
9TOTO el JOJKHO OBUIO CTaTh Jierye.

— 1 kakosel Bam ycnosus? — To, uyTo oHa ciipocuiia, enie He
3HAYUJIO, YTO OHA COIVIACUTCH.

Awun cruchyn yemoctd. OH CJIOBHO TbITajicsl cedst 00y31aTh
— MOXeT, OH He MPUBBIK, YTOOBI eMy INprKasbiBaiv. Korga on
MIOIHAJI TOJIOBY M TOCMOTpelT Ha Hee, [lepcedona noHsa, 4to y
Hee cepbesHble TPOOJIEMBI.

— Co3aarb KU3Hb B [IOI3€MHOM LIAPCTBE, — HAKOHEL ITPOU3HEC
OH.

— Yt0? — K 3TOMY OHa OBUIA HE TOTOBA, XOTS CJIE0BATIO OBI.
Pa3Be oTCyTCTBHE Marmueckux CUJI He ObUIO ee TJIABHOM C1abo-
creio? Kakast uponusi, ¢ yyerom ee 00KeCTBEHHOTO MPOUCXOXK-
JCHUSL.

— Co3zparhb KHU3Hb B MOI3EMHOM LIAPCTBE, — IOBTOPUJ OH. — Y



BacC eCTh IIeCTh MecsAIeB. Ecii BB He CMOKETe MIJIM OTKaKETeCh,
TO HaBCeT/Ia CTaHeTe OOUTATEILHUIIEH MOETO MUpA.

— Bbl XxoTHITE, YTOOBI 51 BBHIpACTWJIA Caji B MMOJ3EMHOM IIap-
cTBe? — mepecnpocusia oHa.

AU cHOBa MoOaJl IUIEYaMU.

— INonarai, 3T0 OAUH U3 CIIOCOOOB CO3JaTh JKU3Hb.

OHa BriepuJia B HErO SIPOCTHBIN B3IJISAL.

— Ecnu BbI ykpajiete MeHs1, BaM NMPUAETCs O3HATh THEB MOE
MaTepH.

— O, He COMHeBalCh, — MPOTSAHYIM OH. — Kak 1 BaMm npuaercs
IIPOYYBCTBOBATh €€ THEB, KOIJIa OHA Y3HAET, KaK Bbl ObLIHU JIer-
KOMBICJICHHBI.

V Ilepcedonsbl BenbixHy UM 1iekd. OH npaB. Pa3zHuiia mexay
HUMHM COCTOSIIa B TOM, YTO AHW/a 3Ta yrpo3a HU Karui He o0ec-
nokowya. Jla u ¢ yero 66l emy OecriokonThcsi? OH ke ObUT Of1-
HUM 13 TpouIIbl — cCaMbIX MOT'YIIIECTBEHHBIX OOTOB U3 CYIIIECTBY-
ommMXx. Yrpo3a ot Jlemerpsl Oblia i1 HErO He CYIIECTBEHHEee
OpOIIIEHHOTO KaMyIIIKa.

OHa BBINPSAMUIIACH, TOAHSIIA TIOAOOPOIOK U BCTPETHIIACH C
HUM B3IJISIIOM.

— OmnnuHo. — Pyka Auja naBuia e Ha 3arsCcThe, Kak KaH/a-
JIbI, ¥ OHA PBHIBKOM BBICBOOOIMIIA ee. — Korpa s Mory Hauath?

['maza Aupga OnecHynu.

— Ilpuxonure 3aBTpa. Sl MoKaxy BaM JOpPOry B MOA3EMHOE
1IapPCTBO.

— 1 npuny nocne 3anaruu, — ckazana I[lepcedona.



— 3aunAtuin?

— 4 crynentka YHuBepcurera HoBbix AduH.

Awj1 B3IJISIHYJ Ha Hee ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM U KUBHYJT:

— Torna mocne. .. 3amnamuli.

Heckopko cekyH OHM ITPOCTO CMOTPENH APYT Ha apyra. U
xot4 npamo cenvac Ilepcedona ero HeHaBuaena, OHa HE MOITIA
OTPUIIATh, YUTO € HPABUTCS €r0 pacCMaTpyBaTh.

— Kak nHacuer Bariero BbimOassi?

— A uto ¢ HUM?

— 51 6b1 ipeTIouta, YTOOBI OH HE TIOMHUJI MEHST B 3TOM OOJIH-
ke. — OHa MojiHsANa PyKy K poram, a OTOM HaJIoKuIa Ha ceds
yapbl. OOMMK CMEPTHOM MO3BOJIWII €1 HEMHOTO PacciaOUThCSI.

Awp HaOmogan 3a TpaHcdopMallier, CJIOBHO U3ydast JIpeB-
HIOIO CKYJIBIITYPY.

— $1 corpy ero mamsrts... [Tocie Toro kak oH OyaeT HakazaH
3a TO, KaK 00OIIIesICs C BAMH.

[lepcedona noexuace.

— OH He 3HaJI, YTO s OOTHHS.

— Ho oH 3Ha, 4TO BBl kEHIIMHA, U MO3BOJIWI THEBY B3SITh
Bepx. Tak uTo OH OyJeT HakazaH, — Cyxo MpousHec Aujl, U OHa
TIOHSLJIA, YTO CHIOPUTH OECCMBICTIEHHO.

— Yero mMHe 310 OyJIeT CTOUTH? — yTOYHUJIA JIEBYIIIKA, TIOTOMY
YTO YK€ 3HaJa, C KEM UMEET JIENI0, — @ OHA TOJIBKO YTO MOITPOCHIIA
Oora MepTBBHIX 00 yciyre.

Ero ryObl M30THY/IHCH.

— YMHo, noporas. Bel 3Haete, kak 310 padoraer. Hakazanue?



Huuero. Ero namars? Yeyry.

— He HaswBaiiTe MeHs1 «Jloporasi», — OTpbI3HYJach OHA. —
VYenyry kakoro pona?

— JIioGy1o, Kakylo 5 3ax0uy, — Moau redamu oH. — Kotopas
MOHAJIOOUTCSI MHE B OYy/IyIIeM.

Boruns cekyHay obmymbiBasia ero ciosa. Yero Aumja xoder
ot Hee? YTo OHa BOOOIIE MOIJIa eMy MPeUIokUTh? Bo3MoOKHO,
MMEHHO 3Ta MBICJIb 3aCTaBUJIa €€ COMIACUTLCS, a MOXKET, 3TO ObLI
CTpax, 4TO MaTh Y3HAeT O ee MOSIBJIEHNA B UCTUHHOM OOJIHKE.
Kak ObI TO HM OBLJIO, OHA CKa3aJa:

— JIOroBOpUIIMCS.

Awjt yapIOHYIICS:

— Mo¥i BOOUTENb OTBE3ET BacC JJOMOM.

— B 3TOM HET HEOOXOAMMOCTH.

— Ecrtb.

[Nepcedona cxxana ryOsl ¥ mpolieAnIa:

— JlagHo.

[Mo mpaBe roBOpsi, €ii COBEPIIIEHHO He XOTeIOCh CHOBA €XaTh
Ha aBTOOYCE, HO OT MBICITU, YTO AW OYJIeT 3HATh, IJIe OHA KUBET,
JIEBYIIIKE CTaJIO He To cebe.

BHe3anmHO Oor cxBaTuiI ee 3a IUIeud, HAKJIOHWIICS BIiepen 1
nproKasics Ty0amu K ee Jioy. [IBrkeHne ObUI0 HACTOIBKO HEOKH-
JaHHBIM, YTO OHA TOTepsula paBHOBecwe. BorumHs BIenUIach
NaJbllaMHM B €ro pyoaIlky, yToObl yIepXkKaThCs HA HOTax, U ee
HOI'TU Ollapanaid KOxXy y Hero Ha rpyau. Ero Teno Obu1o TBEp-
JIBIM ¥ TETUTBIM, a TYObI, KOCHYBIIIECS ee KOXH, — MATKuMu. Ko-



I/1a OH OTCTPAHWJICS, OHA ObUIA HACTOJIBKO PACTEPsIHA, UTO Jaxe
HE ycresia pa3o3JIUThCs.

— A 370 elnie 3aueM? — CIPOCUIIa OHA MOYTH IETOTOM.

Awp B3rsHyn Ha [lepcedoHy ¢ pasapakaroiiei yiablOKoM,
CJIOBHO 3HAJ, YTO OHA HECNOCOOHA ceilvyac MBICIHTH TPE3BO, U
ITPOBEJI MAJIBLIEM 1O €€ MBUIAIOILIEN IIEKE.

— Payu Bamiero xe Onara. B ciemyomuii pa3 1Bepb cama OT-
KpoeTtcsi niepel BaMu. § He xoten Obl, YTOOBI Bbl CHOBA BbIBEJU
JyHkana u3 ce0s1. Eciiu OH CHOBa IPUUYMHUT BaM Bpe[l, MHE TTPH-
JeTcst yOUTh ero, a HalTH XOPOIIIero orpa He Tak-To MPOCTO.

[epcedona morma cedbe 3TO TONMBKO MPEACTABIISTS.

— Jlopn Aupa, Bac et Tanaroc... o...

Uepes aBepb, COPATAHHYIO 0331 €ro CToNa, B 0uc BoIILIa
xeHmuHa. OHa OblTa KpacwBa, ee pbDKHE, CJIOBHO IUIaMsl, BO-
JIOCHI Pa3lesisyl IEHTPAJIbHBIA MPoOOp. Y Hee ObUIM KOJIOUMMA
B3IJIs1]], U30THYThIE OPOBU U MyXJIble, COUHbIE, MAJTMHOBbIE T'YOBI.
Bce ee uepThl ObUIM pe3KMMH M OTTOYEHHBIMU. JTO ObLIa HUM-
(pa, n xorna ona B3rsiHyIa Ha [lepceony, B ee miazax orpasu-
JlaChb HEHABUCTb.

Tonbko B 310 MruoBeHue Ilepcedona oco3Hasa, 4To Bee ele
CTOUT PsiIOM ¢ AMJOM, BIETIMBIIUCH B ero pyoamky. Ho korma
OHA MOIBITATIACh OTCTPAHUTBCS, €T0 PYKH CKAJIH €€ elIe Kperye.

— 41 He 3HaNa, YTO BBl HE OJIMH, — CYXO JOOABWJIA KEHIIMHA.

Awj faxe He B3IUISIHYJ Ha Hee. BMecTo 3Toro oH mponoska
cmotpeTh Ha [lepcedony.

— a1 MEe MuHyTYy, MUH(DA.



[epBoit meicibio [Tepcedonsl ObL10: «O, Tak 3TO U ecTh MUH-
¢a». Ona OblTa MpekpacHa B Toii MaHepe, B Kakoi [lepcedona
He OblJIa — ee BHEIIHOCTh 00elana coosa3H U rpex, — U TATOTH-
J1ach COOCTBEHHOM PEBHOCTHIO.

BTopoii MbIcibI0 OBLTO: AJIs1 Yero emy HyXHa Oblla ellle Mu-
HyTa? Yro emre oH cobupacs cka3arh?

[lepcepona He Buaena, kak MuHda yiuia, TOTOMy 4TO He
MorJIa OTOpBaTh B3MIsAAa OT Auja.

— Bl He OTBeTUIM Ha MO#1 BOITpOC, — cKkazasl Auja. — [louemy
BBI II0JIb3YETECh MAarvey Ballley Marepu?

[Mpumia ee ouepenpb YIbIOHYTHCS.

— Jlopn Aup, — ckazana 60ruHs1, IpOBOIS MAJBIEM I10 €0 rpy-
. OHa He 3HaJa, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €€ ITO CHeNaTh, HO B HEU OT-
Ky/1a-TO BO3HUKJIA XpaOpOCTh. — BBl CMOXeTe MoTyduTh OT MEHS
OTBETHI TOJILKO B OTHOM CJTy4ae — €CJIU 51 pelry CHOBa ChIrpaTh C
BaMU B KapThl. A B JAHHBIA MOMEHT 3TO MaJIOBEPOSATHO.

[epcepona nogHsma pyKy U pacipaBuiia JalKaH ero nuaxa-
ka. Ee B3I ynan Ha 1BETOK MOJMAHTECA Y HErO B METJIHIIE.
Ona mocMoTpena Ha Hero | Mpolentania:

— 51 mymaio, BbI 00 TOM ellie noxaneere, Auj.

Ilon B3rsAmOM Amnia oHa JIOTpOHYJIAchk 10 LBerka. Korga ee
MaJIbIbl KOCHYJIUCH JIEMIECTKOB, IIBETOK YBSIII.



I'naBa V. Brop:xkenue

Boautens Auaa okazascs IUKIIONOM.

Ona nocrapasnach CKpbITh YAWBICHUE, KOTJIA YBHUIEIA CYIIle-
CTBO, CTOsIIIEe Tepe]] YePHBIM «JIeKCycoM» PSIZIOM CO BXOIOM
B «HeHnoub». OHO OBLJIO COBCEM HE TaKUM, KAaKUMHU ITUKJIOTIOB
OIKUCHIBAJIM B UcTOpUU. Tam 310 ObLIM 3BEpONOAOOHBIE TBAPH —
OIPOMHBIE, C TOPON TBEPIBIX, KAK KAMHH, MBIIII] W KJIBIKAMU.
ITOT Xe MyKUrHA ObUT BhIllIe AW/Ia, C JJTMHHBIMA HOTaMH, TITH-
POKMMHU TUICYaMH U CTPOMHBIM TeJlocioxeHneM. Ero a3 Obur
HIOJIYTIPUKPHIT, 1 Tipu Bujie [lepcedorbl OH yabIOHYyIICS.

Awuj HACTOSUT Ha TOM, YTOOBI TIpoBOAUTH [lepcedony o BbI-
xona. OHa He ropeJa keJlaHUeM TOSIBIISAThCS PSIOM ¢ OOroM Ha
nyOJIMKe, XOTS U He OblIa yBepeHa, YTO 3Ta MbIC/Ib MPUXOIUIIA
B rosioBy Aujy. Ero HaBepHsika Gosibliie BOJTHOBAJIO TO, KakK IM0-
OBbICTpee BBICTABUTH €€ 3a MpeesIbl CBOUX BIIAJICHUI, YTOOBI OT-
JOXHYTb. .. WJIK OT YerO OHA TaM €ro OTBJIeKJIa.

— Jlenu Ilepcedona, 3710 AHTOHMH, — NPEACTABUI LIMKJIONA
Awup. — OH mo3ab0TUTCS O TOM, YTOOBI BBl JOOpAMCh JOMOU B
IEJIOCTU ¥ COXPAHHOCTH.

[Mepcedona npurnogHsia OpoBb, TSI HA 60Ora MOA3EMHOTO
1apcTBa:

— A s 4TO, B ONACHOCTH, MIJIOPA?

— DTO MPOCTO MPEJOCTOPOKHOCTh. §1 HEe X0dy, YTOOBI Balla
MaTh MPUHSIACH KOJIOTUTH B MOIO JIBEPh PaHBIIIE, UEM Y Hee T10-



SIBUTCSI HA TO IPUYMHA.

«Y Hee yke eCcTb Ha TO PUYMHA», — IPOMEJIbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE
OOrvHY THEBHAsI MBICTIb, U METKA Ha 3aIlsSICThe 3aMmy/IbCUPOBaa,
pacceliast BOJHY OLIyIEHUH 1o Bcemy Teny. OHa nmocMorpena
€My B IJla3a, HAMepeBasiCh MPOH3UTH 3JI00HBIM B3IJISIIOM U BbI-
Pa3uTh BCIO CBOIO SIPOCTh, HO BHE3AITHO MOTEPsiIa CIIOCOOHOCTD
naymark. [1a3a 6ora moa3eMHOro 1apcTBa ObUTH IMOJOOHBI BCe-
JIEHHOU — sIpKUe, TOJIHbIE KU3HU, Oe3q0HHbIe. OHa NoTepsiiach
B HUX M BO BCEM TOM, UTO OHU OOEIIasIH.

Oma Obuta OnaromapHa AHTOHMIO 32 TO, YTO TOT OTBJIEK €€ OT
OTACHBIX MbICJiel. He ObIJI0 HMUero Xopomero B TOM, 4YTOObI CUM-
TaTh Aua uHTEpecHbIM. Pa3Be oHa B 3TOM elnie He yoeauiach?

— Munenu, — ckazain AHTOHMI, OTKPBIB 3a/IHIOI0 IBEpb MallTu-
HBIL.

— Munopn. — OHa kuBHYy/Ia AUy ¥ CKOJIb3HYJIA B CAJIOH U3
YEPHOUN KOXKHU.

AHTOHUMI aKKypaTHO 3aKpPbLI JBEPb M 3aHSUI BOAUTEIbCKOE
cuzieHbe. MammHa cpa3sy ke TpoHyznachk ¢ mecra, u [lepcepone
MPUIILIOCH TIPWJIOKUTh BCE YCUJIMS, YTOOBI HE OMISIHYThCS. Ei
OBbLJIO MHTEPECHO, KaK J0AT0 AWJ CTOSUI TaM, TMPEXAe YeM Bep-
HYTbCSI B CBOIO OAIllHIO, — HACMEXAJICS JIM OH HaJ| €€ JIeP30CThIO
U €€ Heylavyeu.

OHa B3IVISHYJIA HA APKUA OpaciieT, MPUKPbIBABIINI YEPHYIO
MeTKY. B 3TOM cBeTe 30/10TO BHIIVISAAENO AelieBor Meaplo. OHa
CHSIJIa €TO U MPOBEpPUJIa OTMETUHBI Ha Koxe. EnuHcTBeHHoe, 3a
YTO OHA Ceilfuac MOIJIa CKa3aTh «CIacu00», —3TO 3a TO, YTO METKa



OblJIa JOCTATOYHO MAJICHbKOW M HAXOAWJIACH TaM, TJe ee JIETKO
OBLIO CKPBITb.

«Co3paTh KXU3Hb B TIOA3EMHOM I[APCTBE>.

Pa3Be B mogzemMHoM 1HapcTBe BooOine Obuia ku3Hb? Ilepce-
(poHa HMUETO He 3HAJIA O BIaJICHUAX AUIa v, CKOJIBKO Obl HA MC-
KaJia, HUKOI/Ia He BCTpevasia OMMCAaHUN 3eMJTU MEPTBbBIX — JIUIIIb
reorpauyecKkue JeTasu, 1a U Te Kak Oy/ITo TOJbKO MPOTUBOPE-
g apyr apyry. OHa gymana, 4to BBISICHUT BCE 3aBTpa, XOTS
cama MBICITb O BO3BpallieHnu B «HeHoub» U CITyCKe B TIOI3eMHOE
I[APCTBO HATOJHSLIIA ee OeCIIOKOWCTBOM.

OHa 3acToHana.

Hano e ObU1o 3TOMY CIIyYMThCSl MMEHHO TOT[Ja, KOTja Bce
CKJIa[IBIBAJIOCH 17151 HEE TaK yAa4HO!

— Bel cobupaetech cCHOBa mipuexarth K Jiopay Auay? — cripo-
ciJ1 AHTOHU, TSI B 3€PKAJIO 33 JHETO BUA. Y IIMKJIOMNA ObLT
TPUATHBIN TOJIOC, TETIBIA W OYATO TIPSIHBIM.

— botocs, uro na, — npousHecna [lepcedona OTCyTCTBYIOIIUM
T'OJIOCOM.

— $1 Hazetock, UTO OH Bam MoHpaBuTcs. Hatr opa yacto mpo-
BOJUT BpPEMsI B OIMHOYECTBE.

[epcepone 3T COBa MOKA3aIUCh CTPAHHBIMHU, OCOOEHHO
IIPU BOCTIOMMHAHUAX O peBHUBOU MuHpe.

— MHe OH He MOKa3aJICs TAKUM Yk OTUHOKHUM.

— B takom nonoxeHnu HaxoasTcs Bee 00KECTBA, HO 51 O0K0Ch,
4YTO OH Majio KoMy joBepsier. Ecii Obl MEeHsI CripocHiiu, si Obl
CKazall, 4To eMy HY’KHa JKeHa.



[epcedona nokpacHena.

— 4 yBepena, 4to Jopna Auaa HE MHTEPECYET BO3MOKHOCTD
OCTENIEHUTbCS.

[lepcepoHa naxe 3HaTh HE XOTeNa, UTO MHTEpecyeT Auja. Ei
Y TaK Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA 3HAET CJIMIIIKOM MHOI'0, 1 HUUTO U3 3TO-
IO HeJb3sl OBUIO Ha3BaTh XOPOIIIKM.

Ilepcedona nmocmoTpesia Ha IUKJIONA CO CBOErO 3aJHEr0 CH-
JCHbS:

— Kak naBHO BbI cityxute Auay?

— Tpowuria ocBobomuIa Moi Haposa u3 Taprapa mocJe Toro, Kak
Hac 3akyiouni TaM KpoHoc, — oTBeTri1 OH. — Tak 4TO Mbl BO3-
BpalaeM UM JIOJT 3a 3Ty YCIYTy, BpeMsl OT BpeMeHu padoTasi Ha
3esca, [Tocengona u Aunaa.

— B kauectBe Boguteneii? — [leBymika He XoTesa, YToObl 3TO
MPO3BYYAJIO TaK rpy0o, HO 3Ta padoTa Ka3aiach € CIIUIIKOM Jia-
KEWCKOM.

AHTOHMIA pacCMesLICSL.

— Jla, HO Halll HapoyA €ellle U OTJIMYHbIE CTPOUTEIN U Ky3He-
1bl. MBI clienaiv nogapku BCEM TPOUM U HE HAMEPEHBI Ha 3TOM
OCTaHaBJIMBATbCA.

— Ho 3710 e Obu10 Tak gaBHO. BbI yke HaBepHsKa OTIUIATHIIN
UM 3a yciyry? — cupocuia [lepcedona.

— Korga 6or MepTBBIX AapUT BaM kU3Hb, 32 3TO HEBO3MOXHO
OTILIATUTD.

[lepcedona HaxMypuiiach:

— 41 He noHnmaro.



— Bui Hukoraa He Oputn B Taprape, Tak 4To s HE X1y, YTO BbI
MoMeTe.

OH 3amomya’, a ImoToM JI0OABWII:

— He noiimute MeHs1 HenpaBuibHO. Moe ciyxeHue Auay —
MO¥ BBIOOp, ¥ U3 BceX OOTOB 1 paj CIIy’)KUTb UMEHHO eMy. OH He
TaKOM, KaK OCTaJIbHbIe OOXKECTBA.

[lepcedone xoTenoch 3HaTh, YTO TO 3HAYMT, BEIb, UCXOJS
U3 TOro, 4YTO el ObUIO M3BECTHO 00 Auje, OH ObUT XYIIIUM U3
OOXECTB.

AHTOHUI OCTAaHOBUJICS Y €€ JIOMA U BBIILIEN U3 MAIllUHbI, YTO-
ObI OTKPBITD €11 IBEPb.

— O, 1a He CTOMT, 5 U cama MOT'y, — CTyIleBaJlach OHA.

OH ynpIOHYyNCS:

— 4 pan Bam nomous, jeau [epcedona.

Ei1 3axoTeioch MOMPOCKUTH €ro He Ha3hIBaTh €€ TaK, HO MOTOM
JI0 Hee BIIPYT JOLLIO — OH O3BYyUYMBaJ €€ TUTYJI, CJIOBHO 3HAJ, UTO
OHa OOTMHSI, XOTS Ha Hell OBLIM Yapbl.

— OTKyna BHI. ..

— Jlopn Awnp HaszBan Bac jieau [lepceoHoit, — 0OBSACHUI OH. —
Tak uTO U 51 OyQy Bac Tak Ha3bIBaTb.

— [Noxanyiicra. .. B 9TOM HET HUKaKON HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

AHTOHMIT yIBIOHYJICS eI1Ie IIUpe:

— Ilymaio, BaM ciieyeT K 3ToOMy PUBLIKHYTh, Jieau [lepcedo-
Ha, 0COOEHHO ecJii Bbl Oy/ieTe 4acTo ObIBaTh Y HAC, a 51 HA 3TO
OUYE€Hb HA/ICIOCh.

OH 3aKkpbut ABepb ¥ KUBHYJ eil. [lepcedona Oyaro B TymaHe



HAIpaBUJIACh K JOMY, JIMIIb pa3 OOEPHYBIIUCH TOCMOTPETD, KaK
ye3kaeT AHTOHMIA. DTOT JieHb ObLT IONTMM U CTPaHHBIM — OJ1a-
rofgapsi Oory MepTBbIX.

W nepenpliiku He 1aHupoBasiochk: crouso [lepcedone BonTu
B KBapTUPY, Kak K Hel TyT ke nopsierena Jlekca.

— U ygeii 310 «JIekcyc» Bricamuit TeOs Tiepe]] HallluMU CTPEM-
HbIMU arapTaMeHTamMu ? — BOIpOIIajia OHa.

[Mepcedona y:xe xotena ObLUIO CONTATh U CKa3aTh, YTO €€ MO/I-
BE€3 KTO-TO CO CTaXXMPOBKH, HO OHA 3HaJa, uTo JIekca He moBepur
— OHAa JIOJKHA OblJTa BEPHYThCS JOMOU JIBa Yaca Ha3aJ, U K TOMY
e TIofIpyra TOJIbKO YTO BUJIENA, KaK JIBepb MAITUHBI €1 OTKPbLT
modep.

— Thl MHe He noBepuillb. .. Ho 310 MammHa Anpa.

Jlaxe pU3HABIIUCH B 3TOM, OHa ObLIa HE TOTOBA PaccKa3aTh
Jlekce 00 MX KOHTpaKTe U METKe y ceOsl Ha 3arisiCThbe.

Jlekca BbIpOHWIIA KPYKKY, 4TO Aepxaia B pykax. Ilepcecpona
B3JIPOTHYJIA, KOT/Ia Ta yAapriiack 00 TOJT ¥ pasjieTenach Ha KyCKU.

— TbI uTO, mrytnms? — Ilepcedona nokavyana roJoBou U Mo-
1uIa 3a BeHuKoM. Jlekca nocnepoBana 3a Heu. — B cmbIcre. .. TOT
cambiii Aun? Aun, 6or MmepTBhIX? Anp, Brajaesen «Henoun»?

— Hla, Jlekca. Kakoii eme?

— Ho kak? — 3araparopuia oHa. — [Touemy?

[epcedona npuHsIacCh CMETaTh KYCOUKU KEPAMUKHU.

— W3-3a Moeit paboThl. — TeXHMUECKU OHA Jlaxe He COBpaJa.
MosxHO OBLJIO Ha3BaTh 3TO PACCIIEIOBAHUEM.

— U 1BI no3Hakommiiacs ¢ Aunom? Buaena ero Bo miotu?



[lepceoHa B3IpOrHyaa OT 3TOro CJIOBa, BCIIOMHMB, B KAKOM
BU/JIE MOSIBWIICA Mepes Her Auf,.

— Ara. — OHa oTrBepHYysach OT JIEKCH M CXBaTWJIa COBOK, ITbI-
TasIChb CKPBITh IPKUM PYMSIHEL, 3A/IMBAIOIINI €€ ILEKU.

— U kax oH BBIIIIIUT? MHE HYKHBI TTOAPOOHOCTH !

Ilepcepona npotsanyia JIekce COBOK, ¥ Ta IOAEp:Kaa ero, rno-
ka [lepcedoHa cmerana OCKONKHU.

— 41... He 3Hal0, C Yero HayvaTh.

Jlexca ynpiOHynach.

— Haunu c ero mias.

[Mepcedona B3noxHyMa. Y Hee ObUIO OIIyIIEHUE, OYATO OIK-
ChIBaTh AMJia — 3TO HEYTO COBEPIIEHHO UHTUMHOE. [’ 1e-To rity-
OOKO BHYTpPH OHA XOTeJIa COXPAaHUTh ero AJist ce0sl, XOTh U 3HaJjIa,
9TO €W MPUJETCS OIUCATh BHEIITHOCTH O0Ta B IPUTITYIIICHHBIX TO-
Hax — e TOJIbKO MPECTOSIIO YBUJIETh €r0 B HACTOSIIIEM OOJTHKE.

3a 3TOW MBIC/IBIO MOCJIEIOBAJIO CTPAHHOE INPE/IBKYIIEHUE, U
OHa IMOHSIJIa, YTO KaXJET YBUAETh Oora B ero 00KeCTBEHHOM BH-
Je. YepHsl M €ro pora Tak ke, Kak ero riasa u Bojaocs? M3ru-
6aroTCs JIM OHU 110 OOKaM OT T'OJIOBBI, KaK y OapaHa, MJIM HaIlpaB-
JIEHbI BBEPX, JieJ1asl €ro ellle Bhille?

— OH KpacuBbli, — CKa3aja OHa, XOTs 3TO CJIOBO HE MOIJIO BO3-
aath eMy JIomkHoe. Jleno ObUTo He CTONBKO B €ro BHEIIHOCTH,
CKOJIbKO B Xapu3Me. — U... CUJIbHBIIL.

— Kro-To Bmiobuscs, — caMoOBOJIbHASL YXMbLJIKA Ha JIUIIE
Jlekcnbl HanomHma [lepcedone o0 ToM, YTO OHA CIIMIIIKOM COCpe-
JOTOYMJIACh HA €r0 BHENTHOCTU, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI JyMarth O



€ro MocCTyIKax.

— Yro? Her. Her. Aun xpacus. f He cienas, HO g HE MOTy
OIpaB/bIBATh TO, UTO OH JIEJIaeT.

— YTO TH MMeEELb B BUAY?

— Ero cnenku, Jlekc! — [lepcedona HanomHmia Jlekce o Tom,
YTO OHHU y3HaM OT AjoHuca B «Henoum». — OH OXOTUTCA Ha
OTYAsBIIUXCS CMEPTHBIX.

[loapyra nosxasna rie4yamu:

— Hy, To1 Moria 661 cipocuTh 00 3TOM AHJIa.

— Mp1 He apy3bs, Jlekca. — OHM HUKOTIA HE CTaHYT JPY3bsIMU.

Jlekca uyTh mOATPHITHYIA.

— O! A 4ro, ecnu Thl 0 HeM HaruIenb? Thl MorIa ObI TIPO-
BECTH pacciieJOBaHUE O ero caenkax co cMeptbiMu! Kak ckan-
JAJIBHO!

970 ¥ NpaBa ObUIO CKAHAAIBHO — HEe TOJIBKO M3-3a COfiepkKa-
HUSI, HO U3-32 TOTO, YTO 3TO OblIa Obl CTaThsl O OOre, a Ha Takoe
MaJio KTO OTBaKMBAJICS, OMACasiCh BO3ME3IUSI.

Ho Ilepcedony Bozmesaue He crpariio. Eii 66110 Bce paBHO,
yto Anp OOr.

— Kaxercs, y Te0s1 mosiBUJICA TOBOJ, CHOBAa BCTPETUTHCS C
Awupiom, — nomytuia Jlekca, u I[lepcedona yneiOHYIaCh.

Awpt nipeoctaBui e jierkuit joctyn. KocHyBmmcs rybamu
ee j10a, OH CKasall, 4To 3TO paau ee xe Onara. Eil Oonblie He
NPUAETCS CTY4aThCsl, YTOOB BOUTH B «HeHOUb».

Bor noazemMHOro 1apcTsa onpesieieHHO MoXaeeT O TOM, YTO
TIO3HAKOMUJICSI ¢ OOTMHEW BECHBI, — U OHA C HeTeprieHreM Oy-



IIeT xaarh 9Troro MoMenTa. OHa Toxe Obl1a 00kecTBOM. U X0Td
y IlepcedoHsl He OBUIO Maru4ecKUx CHJI, OHA MOTJIa MTUCaTh U,
BO3MOXHO, Oyaroyiapst 3ToMy Oblla WJIcaJIbHBIM KaHJUIaTOM Ha
poJTb ero pazoOnauntesis. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €CJIM C HEl YTO-HU-
Oy/ib ciyunTcsi, Auj o3HaeT rHeB JlemMeTphi.

% %k %k

Ilo nytn B YauBepcurer HoBeix A¢du Ilepcedona 3arisanyina
B MarasuH, 4TOObI KyITUTh HECKOJIBKO OpaciieToB. Pa3 yx el mpu-
JeTCs HOCUTh METKY AMJIa, TIOKA OHA HE BBIOJHUT KOHTPAKT,
JIeBYIIKA PeInia TOTOTHUTH TapAepoO COOTBETCTBYIONIMMU aK-
ceccyapamu. CerojiHs Ha Hell ObUT IMUPOKUH KEMUYKHbBIN Opac-
JIET — KJIACCUYECKOE JIOTIONTHEHHUE K SIPKO-PO30BOH I00Ke 1 0o
pyoarike.

Ee kabnyku cTy4asiu 1o TpoTyapy, OHa CBEpHYJIa 3a yroi, u
BIIEPEM TOKA3JICA YHUBepcUTeT. Kaxapli mar otMeps yxo-
Asinee BpeMsi, KOTOpOoe Ha Yac, Ha MUHYTY, Ha CeKYHIy TpUOIu-
’KaJio ee K BO3BpallleHuI0 B «HeHoub».

CeronHs Aup 10JIKEH OTBECTH €€ B IOA3EMHOE LapcTBo. Ilep-
ce(poHa He cI1aia BCIo HOYb, pa3MBILUIAA HAJ TEM, KAK €U BBIION-
HUTb CBOI KOHTpakT. OHa cnpocuiia, XO4eT JIM OH, YTOObl OHA
nocajiuiia TaM cajl, U OH IOXaJ IJIeYaMu: «ITO OIUH U3 CIIOCO-
00B».

YTO 9TO 3HAUMIIO ¥ KAKHE eIlle CIoCOObI CO3AaTh KU3Hb Y Hee
ObLT? Pa3Be He MOSTOMY OH BHIOpaJl TAKOE UCTIBITAHUE — MTOTO-



My YTO Y Hee He ObUI0O Marm4eCKUX CUJI, YTOOBI BHITIOJHUTH 3TO
3agaHue?

OHa coMHeBaJIach, YTO MPUUMHOM TOMY OBUIM MEUTHI JIOpIa
Awuja 0 IpeKpacHbIX cajlax B €ro MyCThIHHBIX BIAJeHUsIX. B KOH-
1Ie KOHIIOB, €0 MHTEPECOBAJIO HAKa3aHUe, U, CyAs 10 TOMY, YTO
OHa CITBIIIAJTA O HEM M YeMy cama Obl1a CBUjIeTeJIeM, OH He CO-
Oupasics AeaTh U3 MOA3EMHOIO [IAPCTBA MECTO YMUPOTBOPEHM S
Y TIPEKPACHBIX 1IBETOB.

HecmoTpst Ha To, Kak OHa 371vJI1ach Ha ceOst 1 Anjia, ee of1oe-
BaJI IPOTUBOPEUMBbIe YyBcTBA. OHA OJHOBPEMEHHO ObLa 3a-
VMHTPUIOBaHa U HEPBHUYAJIA U3-3a PEACTOSIIErO CITyCKa BO BJIa-
ieHusd oora.

XOoTs1 10 OOJIBIIIel YacTH el OBUIO CTPAITHO.

Yro, ecnu y Hee HUYEro He MOTyYuTCA?

«Her». — IlepcedoHa 3akpblia 1j1a3a, OTTOHSIS 3Ty MBICHb.
Ona He moxet npourpaTb. VI He npourpaet. CerofHsi Be4epom
OHA YBWJIUT MOA3EMHOE 11IapCTBO M COCTABWT IIaH. Eciu eil He
y/IaeTCst IOOUTHCS OT 3eMJIH IIBETOB C TIOMOIIIBIO Marku, 3TO eIle
HE 3HAYUT, YTO OHA HE MOXET MCHOJIb30BaTh APYTHME METO[BI.
Mertonp! cMepTHBIX. Eif mpocTo HyKHO ObITh akKypaTHOM. Eii mo-
HaJI00ATCS MepUaTKU — MHa4Ye OHa Oy/ieT yOMBaTh Kaxk/J10e pacTe-
HHe, KOTOPOTro KOCHETCs, — M TIOKa caji OyJeT mpopacrarh, OHa
TIOUITIET APYTYie BAPUAHTHI, KAK BHIMOJHUTH KOHTPAKT.

WNnu pazopsars ero.

BoruHs masio 4to 3Hana 06 Auje — TOJBKO TO, BO UTO BEpH-
JI CMepTHBIE 1 ee MaTh. OH BeJl yeIMHEHHYIO XW3Hb, HE JTIOOWIT



BTOPKEHHSI, HEe NMPUBeYas CPeICTBa MacCOBOW MH(pOpMAIIUH.

Emy omnpeneneHHO He MOHPABUTCS TO, YTO OHA 3aayMaa, 1
€l Ha yM MpUIIUIa BHE3AIMHAS MBIC/Ib: «A 4TO, €CJIU MHE Y/IaCTCs
HACTOJIBKO A0CTaTh AKJia, YTO OH paCTOPTrHET Halll KOHTPAKT ?»

[Mepcepona MuHOBAIA BXO/ B YHUBEPCUTET — PSIJl U3 IIECTU
KOJIOHH, YBEHYaHHBIX OCTPOKOHEUHBIM KaMHEM, — U BOIUIA B
YHUBEPCUTETCKHI TBOPUK. [lepes Hell Bo3BbIlaiach bubnmore-
Ka ApremMujibl — 3[]aHMe B BUJE MAHTEOHA, KOTOPOE OHA C Ta-
KMM YIOBOJIbCTBHEM UCCIIEI0BAIA HA TTepBOM Kypce. OpreHTH-
poBaThCs B KaMImyce OBLIO JIETKO — OH OBUT BBUIOKEH B BUJIE Ce-
MUKOHEUYHOM 3BE3/Ibl, U OAHUM U3 JIyuel Kak pa3 Obuia oudimo-
TeKa.

[Mepcedona Bcerna cpesana gopory, mpoxons yepe3 Can 60-
TOB — aKp 3eMJIH, 3aCaKEHHOUW JIIOOMMBIMU IIBETAMU OJMMITHIA-
1IeB U 3aCTaBJIeHHON MpamopHbIMU cTatysimu. U xots [epcedo-
Ha XOZIWJIa HA 3aHSTHUS MO0 TOU JIOPOKKE YKe MHOTO pas, Cero-
IHS Bce ObUTO Kak Oynro mHaue. Caj Ka3ajcs mopadoTUTeeM,
[[BETHl — BparaMu, M UX 3araxu CMEIIUBAIUCh B BO3OAYyXE — TIy-
CTOU apoMar *KHUMOJIOCTH CIMBAJICS CO CIAJKUM OJlaroyXxaHuem
PO3, pa3apaxasi OpraHbl YyBCTB.

Oxwupnan 1 Aujl, 4TO OHA BBIPACTUT HEUTO CTOJIb K€ IPAH[IN-
o3HOoe? Heyxenm OH JIENUCTBUTENIBHO YIIPSAYET €€ B NMOJ3EMHBIN
MUp Ha BCIO XW3Hb, €CJIM €l He YAACTCS BHIIIOJHUTD €ro TpeOo-
BaHMe 32 IIeCTb MecsieB?

Oma 3Hanma oTBeT. Auj ObuT CypoBbIM OoroM. OH BepuUJI B IIpa-
BWJIA Y TPAHUIIB U YCTAaHOBWJI UX BUepa, He MOOOSIBIIMCH T'HEBA



ee Marepu.

Ilepcepona nponuta mumo npyna Ilocelona u BO3BbIIIAIO-
IIeHCsl HaJl HUM CTaTy| MOJTHOCTHIO 0OHaKEHHOTO Apeca Co IIie-
MOM Ha MakyIllIKe U CO IIMTOM B pyKe. DT0 Oblia HEe eTUHCTBEH-
Hasl CTaTysi ToJIoro 60ra B 3TOM cajly, 1 OObIYHO OHA He MpHUaBa-
J1a STOMy 0cO0O0TO 3HAYEHH S, HO CErOfiHs €€ B3IJIsA[] MPHUBJICKIN
OrpoMHbIe pora Ha rojioBe Apeca. OHa orrymana TSkKecTb co0-
CTBEHHBIX Ja’Ke 071 3aBeCo HaJlokeHHbIX yap. Korga oHa nepe-
exana B HoBble AcduHbl, 40 Hee AoIIeN ClyX, YTO UMEHHO pora
SIBJISTIOTCS] ICTOYHUKOM OOKECTBEHHBIX CHJL.

[Mepcedone Tak xoTenoch, YToObI 3TO ObLIO MpaBaoii! Ceituac
Jeso ObLIO Jake He B Marnyeckux cuiax. A B cBo0oje.

—TO0 3HAYWT JIMIITh, YTO MOMPBI YTOTOBUJIM TeOE IPYrou My Th,
MOM LIBETOK, — cKa3zana Jlemerpa, korna Marus Ilepcedonsr Tak
Y HE TIPOSIBUJIACh.

— Kakoii nyts? — cripocuna Ilepcedona. — Her Hukakoro my-
TH, TOJIBKO CT€HbI TBOEH CTEKJISIHHOM TIOpbMbI! Thl Mpsiueliib Me-
H$l, IOTOMY YTO CTBIAMIIbCA?

— 41 Gepery Tebs1, MOTOMY UYTO Y TeOs1 HET CUJIbI, MOW ITBETOK.
Ectp pa3nuiia.

[lepcedona mo-npexHEMY He 3Hasa, KAaKOW IMyTh YTOTOBWIIN
el MOMpBI, HO 3HaJIa, YTO MOXKET OCTaBaThCs B O€30MACHOCTH, HE
HAXo/sCh B 3aKJIIOUEHHH, U TIpeJroiarajia, 4To B Kakol-TO MO-
MeHT [lemeTpa ¢ 3TuM cornacuiach, Besib oHa otmycruia [lepce-
(poHy — mycTh 1aXke ¥ OCTaBUB HA JJIMHHOM TOBOJIKE.

Boruns Hanpsriack, yJIOBUB Maruio MaTepu — FOpbKUi U LiBe-



TOYHBIM apoMart. [lemMeTpa Obla rie-To OJIM3KO.

— Mawma, — npousHecina [lepcedona, korna psaom nosiBUIACH
Hewmerpa.

Ha neil Obutn yaphl — OHA HOCHJIA UX HE TaK YX U vacto. [le-
70 ObUTO He B TOM, uTo JleMeTpa He JoOua CMEPTHBIX — OHa
HEBEpOSATHO 3a00THJIACH O TeX, KTO €€ MOYUTaI, — MPOCTO OHA
oco3HaBasIa CBoM craryc 6ormHu. CMepTHas Macka [lemerphl He
0c000 OTIMYANIACh OT ee O0KECTBEHHOro OOIMKa. Y Hee ObLIH Te
e IIaJIKHe BOJIOCHI, T€ e SIPKO-3eJICHBIE I71a3a, Ta JKe CUSIIOIast
KOXa, OHAKO pora ObuTH CKpbIThL. OHa BBIOpasia 00TsATUBAIOIIEe
M3YMpYIHOE TUIaThe U 30J10Thie Ty Ha kaomyke. s ciydaii-
HBIX MTPOXOKMX OHA ObLIa BOIUIOIIEHUEM YCIIEIITHOW OM3HEC-Jie-
hiiZ8

— Yro 18I 30€Ch Aenaenib? — cnpocuia [lepcedona.

— I'me b1 ObTa BYepa? — x0NoAHO cripocuia Jlemerpa.

— 3By4HdT Tak, OyATO ThI yKe 3HAEIllb OTBET, TaK MOYeMy Obl
TeOe He cKa3aTh MHe?

— He orBeuait capka3zmoM, Joporasi. 9TO OY€Hb CEPbE3HO —
3aueM Thbl Xoauiia B «HeHoUb» ?

I[Nepcedona nomneiTasiack YCHOKOUTH CBOE OEIIEHO KOJIOTSIIIe-
ecs cepaue. Ee Bunena numda?

— OtKyza Tl 3Haelb, 4To 51 Obiia B «HeHour» ?

— He BaxHo, oTKy/a 5 3Ha1. 51 3amana Tede Bompoc.

— 51 xonuna Tyna no padore, Mmama. U 1 momkHa BEepHYTbCS
TyJa CEerofiHsI.

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO, — BO3MyTWIach [emerpa. — MHe uTo,



HY)KHO HAallOMHUTb TeOe OJIHO M3 YCJIOBHIA TBOETO MpeObIBaHUS
31IECh: TO, UTO ThI JJOJDKHA JIEPXKAThCs TIOfIANIbIIe OT O0roB? Oco-
OenHo oT Auna.

Ona npousHecna ero uMms, Kak npokisarue, u Ilepcedona
B3J/IpOTHYJIA.

— Mawma, s 06s13aHa 310 AenaTh. ITO MOsI padoTa.

— Torna Thl yBOTUIIIBCS.

— Her.

VY [IemeTpsl OKPYIIIWIIKCH IJ1a3a, OHA OTKPbLIa pOT OT YAUBJIE-
uus. [lepcedona Oblia yBepeHa, uTo 3a Bce ee JIBalaTh YeThipe
roJia OHa HU pa3y He cKa3ajia MaTepy «HET».

— Yro TbI ckazana?

— MHe HpaBuUTCsI MOs )KU3Hb, Mama. §l BJIOKHUJIa CTOJIKO CHUJI,
9TOOBI OKA3aThCsl TaM, TJe s ceituac.

— Ilepcedpona, HO TeOe HET HYXK/Ibl KUTh KU3HBIO CMEPTHBIX.
OHa... MeHsieT TeOs1.

— U xopomo. imeHHo 31010 5 M X0uy. 51 X0uy OBITH COOOIA,
9TO OBI 3TO HY 3HAYMJIO, U TeOe MPUIETCS C STUM CMUPHUTHCSI.

JIuno JlemeTpsl peBpaTUIOCh B XOJIOIHYI0 KAMEHHYIO MacKy,
u IlepcedoHna nousina, o yem 1a aymaer: «f He coOdupaioch MU-
PUTBLCS C TEM, C UEM HE XOUY».

— §l mpuHsia BO BHUMaHUE TBOU IMPENOCTEPEkKEHUsT HACUET
6oroB, ocodoeHHO Aunja, — godaswia [lepcedpona. — Yero Tol 60-
uiibcsi? YTo s mo3Bomo eMy MeHsi coOna3HuTh? Thl JOMKHA
OOJIbIIIe BEpUTh B MEHSI.

Jemerpa moOneHesNa U MpoIIUIea:



— 310 cepbe3Ho, [lepcedona.

— U s oTHOIIYCH K 3TOMY Cepbe3H0, Mama. — OHa mocMoTpena
Ha Jacel: — MHe nopa uary. §1 onaspiBao Ha 3aHSTHUS.

INepcedona odomwta Jemerpy 1 nokunyna caa. OHa 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK MaTh B3[JISIIOM MPOKHUIAET el CIIMHY.

Oma noxasneer 0 TOM, YTO TOCTOsIIA 3a cedsl, — AeBYIIKa ObLIa
B 9TOM yBepeHa. Borpoc TobKko B TOM, Kakoe Haka3aHue BhiOe-
peT 6oruHs mIogopoans?

3aHATHSA NPOLLIA B IOTOKE TOPOIUIMBBIX 3aIUCEN U TYASIINAX
nekrwmii. O6sraHO [epcedoHa ciyiana BHUMATEIbHO, HO ceifuac
B TOJIOBE OBLIO CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO MBbICTIeH. Pa3roBop ¢ Marepbio
Tep3aj ee U3HYTPHU.

Xors [lepcedona ropaunack Tem, 4To MOCTOsUIA 32 ceOsl, OHA
3HaJIa, 4TO [lemeTpa Moria BEpHYTh €€ B CTEKJISIHHYIO OpaHke-
peio OIHUM IIeTYKOM TasiblieB. BOrmHs Takke pa3MblIlIsia O
pasroBope ¢ Jlekcoil U 0 TOM, Kak Havarh paccienoBaHue. Jle-
BYIIIKA 3HAJA, YTO €l HEMPEMEHHO HYKHO B35ITh UHTEPBbIO, HO
HE ropesia KeJaHWEM CHOBA OKa3aThCsl HaeIuHE ¢ AUIOM B 3a-
MKHYTOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE.

Bo Bpems naHua OHa MO-TpekHEMY YyBCTBOBaJsa ceOsl HE B
CBOEW Tapesike, 1 Jlekca 310 3ameTua.

— Yt0-TO He TaK?

[epcedona konedanack, He 3Hasi, CTOUT JIM PACCKA3bIBATD I10-



Jpyre, 4TO MaTh 3a HeW IIMUOHUT. PelmBIIMCh, OHA MpoU3Heca:

— 4 BBIICHWIIA, 4TO Mama 3a MHOM cieauT. OHa... B o0meMm,
OHa y3Hasa npo «HeHoub».

Jlekca 3akaTuia raza:

— OHa 4T0, 10 CHX IIOp HE MOHSJIA, YTO ThI y&Ke B3pociasa?

— He mymaro, 4to oHa korma-moo cunTaia MeHsl B3pOCIIOn. —
U IMepcedona He 1ymaa, YTo 3TOMY BOOOIIIE CYKIEHO CITyUUTh-
Csl, yUMTBIBas1, 4YTO MaTh JI0 CUX MOp Ha3biBasla ee Kopou.

— He no3Bosnsii eii cTeIAMTD T€OS 3a TO, UTO ThI pa3BJieKasach,
[Mepceona. U yx TOUHO HE MO3BOJIAN 3ampemars Tede Ienarh
TO, YTO Thl XOY€lIb.

Ho cpenatp cnoxzee, yeM ckazatb. [IokopHOCTH MO3BOJIsLIA
el OCTaTbCsl B MUPE CMEPTHBIX, 2 UMEHHO 3Toro xorena [lepce-
(bona, gaxe ecu 3T0 OBUIO HE TaK yXK U BeCeJIo.

[locne nanya Jlekca HanpaBuiack ¢ Ilepcedponont B Akpo-
nosb. OHa 3asBUIIA, YTO XOUET IOCMOTPETD, I7ie Ta padoTaeT, HO
[epcepona nopo3peBania, YTo Ta XOUET B3IVISIHYTh Ha AJIOHKCA
— ¥ €M 3TO yJaJIOCh, IOTOMY YTO OH BO3HUK MEepe] ACBYIIKAMU,
CTOMJIO UM TOJILKO MMUHOBATh TPUEMHYIO.

— IIpuser, — ynsiOHyCs Anonuc. — Jlekca xe, n1a? Pag cHoBa
Te0s BUNIETD.

boeu. Tlepcepona He Morna BUHUTH JIekcy 3a To, 4TO Ta Mo-
naJia 1oy ero yapbl. DTOT MapeHb ObUT BeChbMa 00asITe/IbHBIM U K
TOMY K€ HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBBIM.

Jlexca ynpiOHynach.

— 51 He nmoBepusa cBoum yiam, korga Ilepcedona ckazana



MHe, 4TO padoTtaeT ¢ ToOoi. BoT Tak coBnaaeHwme.

MyxunHa nocmorpein Ha Ilepcedony.

— D710 omnpeieNieHHO ObLT MPUATHBIN clopnpu3. Kak Tam ropo-
pUTCS, MUP TECEH, Aa?

— AjtoHuc, MOXHO TeOst Ha ceKyHAy ? — ro3BaJ ero [lemeTpuid,
BBIIIS U3 CBOErO KaOMHETA.

— Uny! — Anonuc obepuyicsa k Jlekce: — Pax Obln Harei
BcTpeue. Jlapaiite kak-HUOYIb BMecTe Kyaa-HUOyab» cxoqum?

— JloBuM TeOs1 Ha coBe! — yabIOHYIaCh OHA.

— OueHb Ha 3TO HAJIEIOCh.

Apnonuc nocnemui K Jemerpuio, a Jlekca B3rsiHysa Ha [ep-
cecony:

— Ckaxu, OH Tak ke npeKpaceH, Kak Aun?

[Mepcedona He cobupanack Ha| Hell HACMEXaThCsl, HO AJJOHHC
Awsy v B ioiMeTKu He roguiics. OHa Takxke He XOTesia, YTOObI
€€ OTBET MPO3BYyYas pe3KO, HO UMEHHO TaK U MOy YHIIOCh.

— Her.

Jlekca mpunoHsisia OpoBb U YJIBIOHYJIACH, 4 TIOTOM HAKJIOHH-
nack 1 uMoKHy’a [lepcedony B 1eky.

— o Beuepa. O, u goroBopuch ¢ Agonucom. OH npaB — HAM
HAJIO Ky/1a-HUOYIb BMECTE BHIOPATHCS.

Korpa Jlekca ymuna, Ilepcedona pasnoxuia cBOM BelllM Ha
cToJsie U oTnpaBwiach 3a koge. [locne maHya oHa YyBCTBOBaIA
ceOs1 ycTaBIleld, a Jisl TOro, YTO OHAa COOMpaIach JiesaTh, MOTpe-
OyeTcs BCS €€ SHEPrusl.

Koraa ona BepHynace K CBoeMy CTONTY, AJIOHUC KaK pa3 Bbl-



e u3 Kabuneta [lemerpus.

— Hy, Tak HacyeT 3TUX BBIXOJHBIX. ..

— DTUX BBIXOJIHBIX 7 — MEpECHPOCUIIA JEBYIIKA.

— 4 mogymas, Mbl Mori Obl cXonuTh Ha OTOOPOYHBIE HCITHI-
TaHUusl, — MOaJl 1jieyamu oH. — B cmbicne, ¢ Jlekcoi. f mo3oBy
Apo, Kcepkca n Cusniny.

OTOOpOYHbIE WCIBITAHUST OBUIM CEpUEH COPEBHOBAHWM,
YYaCTHUKHU KOTOPBIX COOMPAJIMCH BBICTYIIUThH HA MPEACTOSIIEM
[enratnone. Ilepcepona HUKOrA HA HUX Mpeke He OblIa, HO
CMOTpEJA ¥ YUTAJIA TTOCBSIICHHBIE UM PEITOPTAKH.

— O... Hy, IO NIpaBJie TOBOPS, PEKEC YEM MbI 3TO OOCYIAHM,
s1 HaJies11ach, Thl MHE KO€ C YeM ITOMOXKEIIIb.

JIuio AtoHMCa IPOCBETIIENO:

— KoneuHo, ¢ yeM uMeHHO?

— 37ech KTO-HHOYIb paHbllle Mucajl 0 O0re MEPTBBIX U €ro
craenkax?

AoHUC paccMmestics, a IOTOM BAPYT YMOJIK.

— O, TaK TbI CEPbE3HO?

— bonee yem.

— B cmbicTie, 3T0 JOBOJIBHO CIOXKHO.

— [Touemy?

— [lotomy 4TO HeJb3s1 CKa3aTh, UTO AU NPUHYKAAET JIIOAEH
urpatb ¢ HuUM. OHU UIYT HA 3TO JOOPOBOJIBHO, a IOTOM UMEIOT
JIeJIO C TIOCJIEICTBUSIMU.

— DTO He 3HAYUT, YTO MOCIICACTBUS ITPABUIbHBIC HJTU XOTS ObI
YyecTHble, — Bo3pasuia Ilepcedona.



— Her, Ho HUKTO He xo4eT oka3arbcs B Taprape, [lepcedona.

ITO HECKOJIBKO MPOTUBOPEUYMNIIO TOMY, O 4eM JlemMeTpuii roBo-
pu1 e B ee nepBbid JeHb — uTo «HoBoctn HoBbix AduH» Bee-
raa uiyT npaery. OHa Obljla HEMHOTO pa30yapoBaHa, U AJJOHUC,
JIOJIKHO OBITh, 9TO 3aMETHI.

— Caymaid, eci Tl 9TO CEpbE3HO, s1 MOTY OTIIPaBUTH TebE TO,
YTO Y MEHS Ha HETO €CTb.

— IpaBpa?

— KoneuHo, — ymnbiOHysCs1 OH. — HO mpy 0IHOM YCJIOBUHM: ThI
Jallb MHE MPOYMUTATh CTaThl0, KOTOPYIO HAIUILIEIIb.

Omna He Bujie/1a MPOOIEMBI B TOM, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTh CBOIO CTa-
TbIO AJIOHUCY, 1 Oblj1a Obl 1ake paja NOJNYyYUTh OT3bIB.

— JIOroBOpHJIMCh.

Anonuc kKuBHYJI. U criycTst HECKOJIBKO MUHYT HIOCJIE TOTO, Kak
OH BEpHYJICS K ceOe 3a CTOJI, OHA MOy YrJIa SJIEKTPOHHOE MTHUCHMO
C 3aMETKaMH U ayJMO3aIIUCAMMU, B KOTOPBIX OIUCHIBATINCH CAE-
KM, 3aKJTIOUEHHBIE OOroM C HECKOJIBKMMU cMepTHbhIMU. He Bce
U3 TeX, KTO HAIKCAJI TEKCT WJIH 3aIHCaJT TOJIOCOBBIE COOOIIEHM S,
ObUn skepTBamu Anaa. Hekotopeie M3 HUX ObUTM POIICTBEHHU-
KaMU TEX, YbH )KU3HU NPEXKAECBPEMEHHO IIPEPBAIACH U3-3a MPO-
UTPAHHBIX TIAPHU.

B 00rmieit cIo)KHOCTH OHAa HACUMTAJIa CEMBAECAT CEMb Pa3HBIX
ciydaeB. [Ioka oHa unTana u ciaymniajga, B MHTEPBBIO BBIIEINIIACH
o0l1ast HUTh: BCE CMEPTHBIE, YTO NPUILIM K AWy 32 IOMOILBIO,
OTYasIHHO B YEM-TO HYKIAJIMCh — JIEHbIaX, 3/I0POBbE UJIX JTIOOBH.
Awnj coramancs NoAapuTh CMEPTHBIM TO, O YEM OHHU ITPOCHUIIH,



€CJI OHU OJIOJICIOT €r0 B UTPe, KOTOPYIO OH BBIOEpET.

Ho ecnu oHM mpourpsiBaiv, TO OKa3bIBAIUCh B €TO BJIACTH.
N Aupy, ka3anoch, JOCTABJSIO YAOBOJLCTBUE MpeasiaraTb UM
HEBBIIOJTHUMBIE YCIIOBUSI.

Criycrst yac AJIOHUC 3a1lies ee POBEAATb.

— Hy, namnna ayro-aubynap mosiesnoe?

— 51 xouy B3sTh Y Aia UHTEPBbBIO, — permia oHa. — Ceroans,
€CJIU MOy YUTCSI.

Ee cHenasio HeteprieHUe — YeM paHbIlle BBIMJET 9Ta CTaThs,
TeM JIyullie.

ApnoHuc 1ooseIHeN.

— ToI XOuelsb. .. umo?

— 4l Xouy narb Auay IIaHC U3JI0KUTH CBOIO BEPCUIO ITPOUCXO-
asiiero, — oobsicHuIa oHa. Bee, uto ObUTO y AJJOHMCA, paccKa-
3bIBJIOCh CO CTOPOHBI CMEPTHBIX, U €l OBbUIO JIIDOOMBITHO, KaK
CMOTpEJI Ha BCE 3T CAEJIKM CMEPTHBIX U UX rpexu cam Oor. — B
CMBICJIe, TIepe]] TEM KaK 51 HAIUIILY CTaThIO.

AJOHUC Mapy pa3 MOPrHYJI ¥ TOJILKO TOTOM HAKOHEI[ CMOT MO~
no0path coBa:

— 310 TaK He paboraer, [lepcedona. Thl HE MOXKeIlb TPOCTO
NPUATH Ty[a, e Oor BeJeT CBOM OM3HEC, U OTpeOOBaTh ayau-
eHuuu. EcTpb xe. .. ecTb npaBuJIa.

Omna npunoaHsiia OpoBb U CKPECTUJIA PYKH HA TPY/IH:

— IpaBuna?

— [a, npaBuia. Mbl JOKHBI HAIPABUTD 3aIPOC €TI0 MUap-Me-
HEJKepy.



— U stoT 3ampoc OyeT OTKJIOHEH, 51 TPaBUJIBHO MIOHUMAO ?

AJIOHHC OTBEJI B3IJIsi]], IEPEMHUHASACH C HOTW HA HOTY, CJIOBHO
ot Bonpoca [lepcedoHbl eMy CTaIo HEJNOBKO.

— Cinyiai, eciy Mbl IOWJEM TY/a, 10 KpalHeld Mepe, Mbl CMO-
JKE€M CKa3aTb, YTO MONBITAIUCH MOJYYUTh €10 KOMMEHTApUH, HO
OH HaMm OTKa3al. $1 He MOry Hanmmucarb 3Ty CTaThlo, JaXe He MO-
MBITABIINCh, U 1 HE XOUY KJaTh.

«Tonbko He Tor/a, Koraa y MeHs €CTh BO3MOKHOCTb CBOOOHO
BOUTH B “HeHoup”», — momymasia oHa. AWl MOKaJeeT O TOM, YTO
TIOLIEJIOBAJI €€, KOTrJja YBU/IUT, KAK OHA PelInia UCIIOIb30BaTh ITO
paau cBoero Onara.

Criyctst MrHOBeHHE AJIOHUC B3[IOXHYJI:

— JlamHo. 4 coobmry [lemeTpuio, 4YTO Mbl YXOAUM.

Ilepcepona ocraHoBUIIA €TO:

— Twl Benb He. .. pacckazain lemerpuio 060 BceM 3ToM?

— He o ToMm, 4TO THI XOY€lllb HANUCATh ITY CTATHIO.

— Mo:xHO MbI ocTaBuM 310 B TaiiHe? [1oka.

AJIOHUC YITBIOHYIICS:

— Jla, koHeuHo. Bcee, uro noxenaens, [lepcedona.

% %k ok

AJloHMC TpUMapkoBajicsi Ha OOOYMHE Iiepe] BXOIOM B
«HeHoub», u ero kpacHblil «Jlekcyc» sipko Bblesnsuicss Ha (o-
He yepHoil oocuanaHoBoy Oaman Auga. Xots [lepcedona Obi-
JIa TBEPAO HaMepPeHa MOTy4YUTh OTBETHI HA CBOU BOIIPOCHI, €€ Ha



MHUT TTOCEeTUJIO cOMHeHHe. He cruikoMm i oHa pacxpaOpuiiach,
pEIIMB BOT TaK BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS TEM, UTO Jajl el Aun?

AJIOHHUC BCTaJl psIZIOM C HEU.

— B 1HeBHOM cBeTe OHa KakeTcsl Ipyrou, npasjaa?

— Ara, — paccesiHHO OTBETWJIa AeBYIlIKA. balliHs 1eiCTBUTEb-
HO BBIIIsIENIAa MHAYe — cypoBee. HepoBHBIN pa3pes Ha Tese CBep-
KaloIIero ropoja.

AJOHUC IepHYJ ABEPb, HO Ta ObLIa 3arepra, Tak 4To OH IO-
CTy4aJsiCsl ¥, He I0’KUAAsICh OTBETa, OTCTYITUII:

— Iloxoke, HUKOTrO HET.

Emy siBHO ObUTO HEKOM(OPTHO HAXOOUTHCS 371ech, U Ilepce-
(boHa 3amanace BOmpocom: mouemy OH Tak OOsICS MPeaCTaTh 1e-
pen 60rom, HECMOTPSI Ha TO UTO YaCTO IIPUXOIUI B €ro KJIIyO 1o
Beuepam?

AnoHuC OTBEpHYJICS OT ABepH, U [lepcedpona nepHyna ee cama
— Ta cpa3y OTKPbLIacCh.

— Jla! — mrenHya oHa ceGe 1oj1 HOC.

AJIOHHC 033JJAYE€HHO OIJISIHYJICS Ha Hee:

— Kak Th1... OHa xe Obuia 3anepra!

JleBy1iKa nosxasa rjedyamMu:

— MoxeT, Thl TPOCTO MOTSHYJI HEIOCTATOYHO CUJIbHO. M ieM.

[IlarnyB B «HeHoub», OHa ycibliana, Kak AJIOHUC TPOU3HEC:

— ['oTOB MOKISICTBCSA, OHA ObLIa 3amepTa.

[epcedona criycTuiach Mo JIECTHUIIE U OKa3aJlach B yiKe 3Ha-
KoMOM KJiyOe. Ee kabnyku cTydanu mo OnecTsemMy 4epHOMY
TOJTy, 1 OHa BCMOTPENACh BO MPaK BbICOKOTO MOTOJIKA, 3HAS, YTO



9TOT 3aJ1 BUHO U3 oduca Auja.

— Ay? Ectb KTO 0Ma? — o3BaJs1 AJJOHUC.

[Mepcedona momopiuiack 1 eiBa caepXkanach, 4ToObI HE TIO-
pocuTh AJIOHHCA MOMOIYaTh. Y Hee MEeJbKHY/IA MbICb IOJ-
HAThCSI B 0bUC K AWJly U 3aCTaTh €ro BPacIUIOX, HO OHA HEe Obl-
Jla yBEepeHa, 4To 3TO Xopomas uaes. boruasa noMHusa, B KaKOM
BU/JIE OH OTKPBLJI €1 IBEPh HAKAHYHE.

[lo kpaiiHeil Mepe, eciy ee MOSBJIEHUE CTaHeT JJIs HEro
HEOXUJJAHHOCTBIO, TO, BOBMOXKHO, €l yIacTCsl y3HaTh MPaBAy O
TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT MEXAY HUM U MUH(pOU.

CI0BHO POYMTAB €€ MBICJIU, U3 TEMHOTHI 3J1a BO3HUKJIA Pbl-
*keBosiocasi HUM(a, oferast B 0OTArMBalollee YepHoe IiaThe U
Ty Ha mnuibke. OHa BBIISAEA TaK K€ MPEKPACHO, KaK 1
B [POIILJIbIE Pa3bl. BOrMHS BECHBI 3a CBOIO KW3Hb YCIIENA IMO3HA-
KOMUTBCS U MOAPYKUTCS CO MHOTMMHM HUMGaMU, HO HU OJIHA
U3 HUX HE Ka3ajiach TAKOM XO0JIOJHOM, Kak MuHda. Bbuio i1m 310
pe3yJabTaTOM ee CITy:KeHUs1 OOTy MOA3EeMHOTO IapcTBa’?..

— Yem mory nomoub? — ['ostoc MuH(BI ObUT MAHSIIIUM U CEK-
CyaJIbHbIM, HO HE CKPbIBAJI PE3KOCTH €€ TOHA.

— IIpuBer! — Anonuc obomen [lepcedony, Bapyr cHoBa 00-
peTsl yBepeHHOCTh B ceOe, u mpoTsaHyl pyKy. [lepcecdoHa ynusu-
JIach M CJIerKa paccTpousach, koraa MuHga noxana ee u yisio-
HYJ1ach. — AJIOHUC.

— Munda.

— Boi 31ech paboTaere? — yTOUHII OH.

— 4 momomHuIa topaa Aujaa, — OTBETUJIA OHA.



[lepcepona orBena B3N M 3akatwia masza. CioBO «IIo-
MOIIHULA» MTPO3BYYAJIO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO3HAYUTEIIBHO.

— IlpaBmga? — B rosmoce AnoHnca mpo3BydYaao HCKpEHHEE
yausiieHre. — Ho BbI Tak npekpacHsl!

W Anonuc Ob11 B 9TOM He BHOBAT. HUMBI Beeria mpon3Bo-
vy Takor 3hekT Ha Jiiosiedt, Ho [epcedona Obuta Ha 3a1aHUH
Y HauMHaJja TepsiTh TePIICHUE.

Anonuc nepxan Mundy 3a pyKy I0JblI€, YEM CIIEA0BATIO, —
ToibkO Korga [lepcedpoHa mpokalwisiach, OH HAaKOHEL[ BBIITY-
CTWJI €€ JIJIOHb.

—9M... a ato [lepcepona. — OH kecToM yKaszasa Ha KOJLIETY.
MuHda HUYero He OTBETUJIA, Jaxe He KMBHY/Ia. — Mbl u3 «Ho-
Bocterr HoBbix Adpuin».

— Tak BHI penopreps!? — I 1a3a HUM(BI CBEPKHYIN, U ATIOHHC,
MO-BUJIMMOMY, TIPUHSJT 3TO 32 MHTEPEC K UX AEATEIILHOCTH, HO
I[Nepcedona 3Haa, YTO BCe COBCEM HAOOOPOT.

— Ha camom Jnieste MbI 371€Ch, 4TOOBI TIOTOBOPUTH C AUIOM, —
ckazasa 6oruns. — OH 371ech?

Munda npoxria ee B3NISA0M.

— Y Bac Ha3zHaueHa BcTpeya ¢ 10poom Auom?

— Her.

— Torpa, 6010Ch, BaM He yIacTcsi C HUM TIOTOBOPUTb.

— OX, 4TO X, MevYaabHO, — CKa3aad AJoHUC. — Mbl BepHeMcH,
KOI/la Ha3HauuM Berpeuy. [lepcedona?

Ona npourHoprpoBaia AJloHUCa, CBUPENO B3upas Ha MuH-

dy.



— Coobmmute cBoeMy Jiopay, uto Ilepcedona 31ech u kenaer
C HIM TIOTOBOPHTb. — DTO ObLI MpUKa3, HO MuHba JIHIIb HEBO3-
MYTHMO YJIBIOHYJIACh, TSI/ HA AJIOHUCA.

— Baina HanapHunia, BUJMMO, HOBEHbKasl U IOTOMY HE B Kyp-
ce, Kak TyT Bce paboraer. Bunure v, nopa Auj He 1aeT uHTEp-
BBIO.

— Koneuno. — Ayonuc ob6xsarwmi 3ansictbe IlepcedoHbl. —
Wnewm, [Nepcedona. 51 xe roBoput Tede, YTO Mbl IOJIKHBI CIIENI0-
BaTh IMPOTOKOIY.

[Mepcedona ormycTria B3I HA TIAJBIBI AJIOHUCA Y ceOsT Ha
3aICThE, MOCJIE YEro MoCMOoTpeNia eMy Ipsamo B rasa. OHa He
MOXET TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO ObUI 3a B3IJIS, HO IJla3za y Hee
NbUIAJIM, @ B KPOBU Pa3ropasioch IiaMsi THeBa.

— Omnycmu. Mens. Ceiiuac dice.

[ITupoko pacnaxHyB I71a3a, OH BBITYCTUJI €€ pyKy. OHa CHOBa
NOBEepHYJIach K MuHpe.

— 4 B Kypce, Kak TyT Bce padoraer, — cka3ana [lepcedona. —
Ho s TpeOyio BcTpeun ¢ Aumom.

— Tpeoyeme? — MuHpa ckpecTuiaa pykd Ha TPyAH, BBICOKO
NO/IHSIB OpOBH, U 3J7I0BelIe YIbIOHYach. — JlagHo. {1 ckaky emy,
YTO Bbl mpebyenie BCTPEYU C HUM, HO TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO MHE
JOCTaBUAT O'POMHOE YAOBOJILCTBHE YCJIBIIIATh, KAK OH BaM OTKa-
KeT.

Omna pa3BepHynach Ha KaOlIyKax U cKpbliack Bo Mpake. [lep-
cepoHa HA MTHOBEHHME 33/yMaJlach, IIpaBJa JiM Ta MOUIET pac-
CKa3aTh BCe AWy WIH Xe TIOJIONUIET OTpa, YTOOBI TOT BBICTABHII



UX BOH.

— OTkyna Auay 3HaTh TBOE UMA? — CIPOCKJ AJIOHHC.

Omna oTBeTHIa, HE MOAHUMAS B3IJIsAAA:

— $1 mo3HaKOMMIIaCh C HUM B TOT K€ Beuep, 4TO U C TOOOM.

OHa ouTH 4YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B BO3/1yXe MEXIY HUMU MOBHUC-
7 Borpockl. OHa HaJesIach JIUlIb, YTO OH UX HE 3a/1acT.

MuHda BepHyach co B30eImeHHbIM BUIOM, U ceprie [lepce-
(boHBI HAMOMHUIIOCH BOCTOProM — BeAb HUMQa Obla yBepeHa,
910 AU M OTKAXET.

Ona nofHsiIa MoAOOPOIOK M HATSHYTO MPOM3HECA:

— CnenyuTe 3a MHO.

[lepcepona xorena ckazatb MuHge, 4To €l He HYKHbI IPO-
BOKATBIE, HO PSIOM ObLIT AJIOHUC, ¥ B HEM YK€ Pa3ropasioch JIo-
60mbITCTBO. BOrnHs He X0Tena, 9ToObl OH y3HAJI O €e BUepaIIHeM
BU3HUTE CI0JIa, KaK ¥ 00 UX KOHTPaKTe C OOrOM MEPTBBIX.

[Mepcedona Opocusa ObICTpPBI B3IIAA Ha AJIOHUCA, TTPEKe
4yem mocienoBarb 3a MUH(ON MO TOW K€ BUTOM JIECTHUIIE, 110
KOTOPOM OHa BYepa MOJHUMAJIACh 32 AUJIOM M KOTOpas Besa K
60raro yKpaueHHbIM Y€pPHO-30JI0ThIM JIBEpsM ero oguca. Azo-
HUC OTBETUJI €11 TUXUM CBUCTOM.

Ceronnst BHuManue [epceonbl ObUIO COCPEAOTOUEHO Ha 30-
JoTe, a He Ha 1iBetax. OHa penmIia, 9To ero BHOOp B MOJIb3Y 30-
J0Ta OBLT YMECTHBIM — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH Bellb ObLT M O0TOM
JParolieHHbIX METaJLJIOB.

Munda He noctyvana, npexje 4eM BouTu B opuc Auaa, u
3almaranga Brepes, nmokaunsas Oenpamu. HaBepHoe, oHa Hanes-



Jack yaepxarb BHUMaHue Auna — Ho Ilepcedona onrytuia Ha
cebe ero B3MIsA, KaK TOJNBKO BOILIA B KOMHATy. OH clieqit 3a
Hel, CJIOBHO 3a J0OBIYEH, CO CBOEro MecTa y OKHa, U e CTajo
MOOOMNBITHO, KAaK JIOJr0 OH HAaOJI0/1al 32 HUMU, TIOKA OHU HaXo-
JWIACh BHU3Y.

Cyns 1o ero HarpsiKeHHOM M03€, TOBOJIBHO JIOJITO.

B oTiiume ot cBoero BuepaliHero oOjMKa, Korjaa OOruHs 1o-
TpeboBaia BIycTUTh ee B «HeHoub», ceromHsi Auj BbIIIsIEN
6e3ynpedno. OH ObLT 37IETaHTHBHIM BOIUIOIIEHUEM CaMOW TEMHOM
MYYHMHBI, 1 OHA MOTJIa Obl UCITyTaThCsl, €CJIM Obl TaK HE 3JTUJIACH
Ha Hero.

MuHda ocTaHOBUIACh U KUBHYJIA!

— Ilepcedona, munopa.

B ee ronoce cHoBa nosBwIMch TOMHBIE HOTKM. Ilepcepona
IpeJCTaBuIIa, Kak HUMQa MoJIb30BalIach UM, KOrja Xoresa moj-
YUHUTbh MYKYMH CBOeH Bojie. MoxkeT, oHa 3a0buia, YTo Auj Obu1
6oroM. MuH®pa 0TOABUHYNIACH, CHOBA TIOBEPHYBIIKUCH JIUIIOM K
[Nepcedone u BcTaB mpsiMo 3a OOroMm.

—UW... ee dpye, AnoHuc.

[Ipu ynomrHanuun AgoHuca Auj HaKOHe1l OTOPBaJ B3MJIsAL OT
[lepcedoHsl, CIOBHO BBHIITYCTUB €€ U3-T07 IeicTBU vap. [a3a
Aua BCMOTPENUCh B €€ HarmapHuKa U noteMHenu. OH KUBHYI
MuHnde:

— To1 cBOOOOHA, MuHpa. Criacu6o.

Koraa ona yina, Auji HamoJHWI CTaKaH SIHTAPHOW JKUIKO-
CTBIO M3 XPYCTAJIBHOrO rpacpriHa. OH He MONPOCUIT UX CECTh, KAK



HE MPeUIOKII U HATUTh TOTO Xke, 4To U cede.

It0 ObLT TUI0XO0M 3HaK. OH HaMepeBaJICs CAENATh ATy BCTPEUy
O4YEHb KOPOTKOM.

— Yem s 00s13aH ITOMY. .. 6mopaiceHuio? — TOUHTEPECOBAJICS
oor.

Ha stom cnoge Ilepcedona npuntypunia rasa. Ex xorenocsk
3a7aTh €My TOT e BOIPOC, IOTOMY YTO UMEHHO 3TO OH U ClieJiall
— BTOpPICs B €€ KU3Hb.

— Jlopa Auj, — cKa3ajia OHa W JOCTajla U3 CyMOYKHU OJIOKHOT
— B HEM OHA 3aIMcajla UMEHA KaXJOW KEPTBbI, YIIOMSAHYTOU B
*kajnobax, — mbl ¢ Anorncom u3 «HoBocreit HoBbix Adpun». Ml
MPOBOJIUM pacCieIoBaHue 0 HECKOJIbKUM kajno0am Ha Bac U
MPUILIUIA y3HATh, HE XOTUTE JIU Bbl X IPOKOMMEHTUPOBATD.

OH nogHsuT GOKaI K rydam M cleal TJIOTOK, HO HUYEero He
OTBeTWJI. AJJOHUC W3/1aT HEPBHBIM CMEIIIOK.

—9ro Ilepcepona BeseT paccnenoBanue. A 5 31€Ch IpPOCTO. ..
YTOOBI MOPAJIHHO €€ MOJJIEPKATb.

Boruns ucnenenuia ero B3misiioM. Tpyc.

—9T0 CUCOK OOBUHEHMI POTUB MeHs? — [ 1a3a Auyia Obun
TeMHbIMU, 0e3 rpodiecka smorwid. [lepcedona 3agymanace, e
C 9THM JIM BBIPAKEHUEM JIULIA OH IPUHUMAJI 1yI1IM B CBOEM MUPE.

OnHa mpourHopupoBajia ero BOIPOC M 3a4uTalla HECKOJIbKO
uMeH u3 crucka. CIycTsi HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH JEBYIIKA TO/I-
HslJIa [J1a3a.

— Bbl nomuuTe 3TUX NMI07€1 ?

Awun ieHrBo ot U3 OOKaa.



— 4 TOMHIO KaXay1o Ayury.

— 1 xaxnylo caenky?

OH cy3uI1 M1a3a ¥ HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ IIPOCTO U3y4all ee.

— Cyrb, Ilepcedona. Iepexonu k cytu. [pexae y teds He
OBbLIO C 3TUM MPOOJIeM, TIOUYEMY ceiltuac MOSIBUIHCH ?

Ona novyBCTBOBaIA, YTO AJIOHIC CMOTPHT Ha Hee, U Opocuia
paccepKeHHBIN B3I HA AUJIA, JIULIO €€ BCIIBIXHYJIO OT SIPOCTH.
OH 1npou3Hec 3TO Tak, CJIOBHO OHM 3HAKOMbI HAMHOTO JIOJIBIILIE,
YeM [1Ba JHs.

— Bbl nogTBepkIaeTe, 4To MpeasaraeTe CMEPTHbIM TO, Y€ro
OHH KEJAIOT, €CJIM OHU CHIFPAIOT C BAMU U BBIUTPAIOT?

— He BceM cMepTHBIM U HE BCE, UTO OHU KEJIAI0T, — CKa3aJl OH.

— O, mpocTuTe MeHsl, Bbl pa300pUMBBI B OTHOIIIEHUM KU3HEH,
KOTOpPBIE PYILHUTE.

Ero nuio oxecToumnsiocs.

— 4 He pa3py1aio KU3HU.

— BbI Bcero Juiiib 03ByYMBAETE YCIIOBUSI CBOMX KOHTPAKTOB
TOJIBKO TIOCJIE TOTO, KAK BBIMTPBIBAECTE! DTO KyJIBHUUYECTBO.

— VcnoBus npo3spaunsl. leranu onpenensio . 9T0 He KyJb-
HUYECTBO, KaK Bbl 3TO Ha3BAIU. DTO UTpa.

— Bbr Opocaete BbI30B uX Ipexam. PackpbiBaeTre MX camble
TEMHBIE TAWHBI. . .

— 51 6pocaio BHI30B TOMY, YTO pa3pyliaeT ux xu3Hb. OHU BbI-
OuparoT — MoOOPOTh ITO WM CAATHCS.

Boruns ycraBuiack Ha Hero. OH TOBOPUJI TaKUM Oe3ariesisi-
LIMOHHBIM TOHOM, CJIOBHO 3TOT pa3roBOP 3BY4aJl yKE THICSYU pas.



— A OTKyJa BaM U3BECTHBI UX TPEXU’

Ona TaK *kJana ero oTeera, Ho, KOrja 3ajajia BOIpoc, Ha JIMLIE
AwJia BO3HHKIIA TUTYTOBCKast ynbiOka. M ofHa 3Ta yibpiOka u3me-
HWJIA ero, MPUITOJHSAB HaJ| OOroM 3aBecy vap.

— 4 cMoTpIO B AyIly, — OTBETUJI OH. — BUKY TO, UTO TATOTUT
ee, pacTieBaeT, pa3pylaeT, — 1 Opocaio STOMY BBI3OB.

Ho umo mwt 6uduute, xo20a cmompuntb Ha mMeHs?

Ei1 Obls1a HEHAaBUCTHA camMa MbICTIb, YTO eMy ObLITM U3BECTHBI
€e TallHbl, 2 OHA He 3HaJla O HeM aOCOIOTHO HUYETO.

N ona copBanace:

— BeI xyammii u3 Bcex 60roB!

Awuji B3ApOrHYJI, HO OBICTPO cripaBuuics ¢ codoil. B razax ero
CBEPKHYJI THEB.

— Ilepcedona... — Hagasm AIOHHC, HO €r0 TYT XK€ 3arTyIlns
TeTUIblA OapuTOoH AMja.

— 4 nomoraio 3TM cMepTHBIM. — OH HECTIELITHO LIArHYJ1 K HEH.

— Kak? IIpegnaras HeBBITOMHUMYIO cAeNKy? OTKaXuCh OT
CBOEU 3aBUCUMOCTH WJIY JIMIIKCH KU3HU? DTO MPOCTO CMENTHO,
Aunn.

— YV MeHs ObLIM yCriexXu, — BO3Pa3ul OH.

— a? N uto xe 310 ObH 32 yerniexu? [Tonaraio, 171t Bac 310 He
MMeeT 3Ha4YeHMs, Beb BbI B JTIOOOM ClTydae BHIUTPHIBAETE, BEp-
HO? Bee iy paHo Wi MO3JHO MOMNAAAI0T K BaM.

Ero B3r1s1/1 cTan KaMeHHBIM, U OH IIarHy1 eie onke K [ep-
ceoHe, HO IyTh €My BAPYT nperpaaui Agonuc. B rmazax Auna
TIOJIBIXHYJI OT'OHb, OH €JBa 3aMETHO JIBUHYJI 3aIISICTbEM, U AJIO-



HHC, OOMSIKHYB, PyXHYJI Ha TIOJ.

— Yro BH cnenam? — Iepcepona xoTena HAKJIOHATBHCSA K Ha-
MAPHUKY, HO AW/ CXBaTWJI ee 3a 3arsiCThsl, ylepkaB Ha HOrax
U NIpUTsAHYB K cebe. OHa 3ajiepkania JpIXaHue, He Keslas HaXxo-
JMTHCS TaK OJIM3KO K HEMY, YyBCTBOBATh €r0 TEIJIO U BJIBIXaTh
€ro 3arax.

OHa omryTHja ero JbIXaHue Ha CBOMX Ty0ax, KOrjaa OH 3aro-
BOPUIL

— 4 nonaraio, BBl HE XOTHTE, YTOOBI OH YCIIBIIIAT TO, YTO S
CKaXy BaM, — He OECIIOKOUTECH, 51 He MOTPeOyI0 OT BaC TUIATHI 32
TO, YTO COTPY €ro MamsTh.

— O, Kak BeJIMKOMYIIIHO C Ballleil CTOPOHBI, — YCMEXHY/ACh
OHa, BBIrMOAs Iel0, YTOObl BCTPETUTHCS ¢ HUM B3DIsiioM. OH
CKJIOHWJICSI HaJl HEe, U JIMIIb €r0 PyKH, OOXBaTUBIIIKE €€ 3aris-
CThsI, HE JaBAJIA €H yacTb.

— BBl cMIIKoM BOJTBHO MOJb3yeTech O1aroM, KOTOPBIM s Bac
onapw, Jienu [Tepcedona. — Ero roioc Obu1 HUBKUM — CJTUIIIKOM
HU3KHUM JIJIs1 TOTO Pa3roBopa. DTo ObLI roJIoC TIOOOBHHUKA — TETI-
JIBIA U CTPACTHBIMN.

— Bbl He yTOUHSIM, KaK MHE MOJIb30BAThHCS BAIIUM OJIaroM.

Ero rmaza cy3wiuch 10 eaoyex.

— Her, HO 51 oxxunan, 9to BbI Oyziete Oosee OCMOTPHUTENBHBI, a
BBI PUTANIAIIA B MOH BJIQICHUSI 311020 CMEPTHOTO.

[Tpurnina ee oyepenpb MPUILYPUTHCS.

— Bbl ¢ HUM 3HAKOMBI?

AnJ IpOUrHOPUPOBAJI €€ BOIIPOC.



— Bl mmanupyere Hanicatb 060 MHe ctaThio? Ckaxure, Jieiu
[MepcedoHna, a BbI BKIIIOYKTE B Hee TIOAPOOHOCTH HAIIETO ¢ BAMU
oOrmienusi? Kak BBl HEOCMOTPUTEBHO MTPUTTIACKIIM MEHS K CBOE-
My CTOJy, YMOJISUIA HAYYUTh BaC UTPaTh B KAPTHI. ..

— 4 He ymosnsina!l

— Pacckaxere i1 Bbl O TOM, Kak Ballle TEJIO BCIBIXMBAET, Ha-
YyHasl ¢ Balley MPEeJIeCTHOW TOJIOBKU U 3aKaHYMBasl MaJlblIaMU
HOT, B MOEM MpPUCYTCTBUM U KaK M3-3a MEHs y Bac cOMBaercs
JbIXaHUE. . .

— 3amomnuure!

OH HakJIOHWJICS ellie OIuxe.

— Pacckaxere Bbl 0 TOM Onare, KOTOPBHIM 1 Bac OJjapyil, Win
CJIMIIIKOM CTBIIUTECH €r0?

— llpexpamume!

Omna otnpsHysia, 1 Auf OTIIYCTUJI €€, HO OH €Ille HE JOrOBO-
puJL.

— Bl MOXeTe BUHUTH MEHsI 32 TO, YTO BHIOpAJIM cCaMH, HO 3TO
HUYEro He MeHsieT. Bbl MOsI Ha 1IECTh MECSLEB, U 3TO 3HAYMT,
YTO, €CJIM Bbl Hamuuiere 000 MHE, 5l TapaHTUPYI0 BaM IMOCIEA-
CTBHSL.

OHa 130 Bcex cuil nocrapajjach He 3aapoxarb. OH IPOU3HeC
3TO CIIOKOMHO, ¥ 3TO €€ 00ECKypaKIIIO — Y Hee CIOKUIOCH BIIe-
yaTJeHue, YTO BHYTPU OH JIAJIeK OT CIIOKOWCTBUSI.

— To, uto roBopAT 0 Bac, npaBaa. — Ee rpynip BBICOKO MOIHU-
MaJiach M OIycKaniach. — Bl rimyxu k MonbOam. Bam dyxmo mu-
Jiocepaue.



Boipaxxenue muia Aujia OCTaIoCh HEMPOHUIIAEMBIM.

— Hukro He MomnmTcst 60Ty MepTBHIX, MUJIE/IH, 2 KOTJa KTO-TO
3TO BCE-TaKU JIEJIAET, YKE CIIMIIKOM MO3/IHO.

Awj B3MaxHyJ pyKoW, U AJIOHUC OYHYJICS, CAEJIaB PE3KUI
BIOX. OH TyT ke cel M OIIAAeICAd BOKpPYr. YBHUIEB Auja, OH
BCKOYMJI HA HOTH.

— [T-npocrute, — cka3zan oH. [1a3a ero ObLIM OIMYIIEHBI B O,
9YTOOBI HE BCTPETUTHCS B3MJISIOM C OOrOM.

— 51 6ornbinie He Oyy OTBEYATh HU HA KaKWe Ballld BOITPOCH, —
ckazan Aull. — MuH(}a Mokaxer BaM, rJie BbIXOI.

Auji OTBEepHYJICS, U B JABEPSAX B Ty k€ CEKyH/y BO3HUK-
na Munda, npoxuras B3rsaoMm [lepcedony. ¥ 6orunu mpo-
CKOJIb3HYJIA MbICJIb, YTO HUM®pa ¢ AUJOM MOTYT COCTaBUTh JI0-
BOJIBHO YCTpPAILIAIOIIYIO APy, U € 3TO HE TOHPABUJIOCh.

— Ilepcedona. — I'ooc Auna norpedoBas ee BHUMaHUS, KO-
I/1a OHU C AJJOHKCOM YK€ MTOBEPHYJIUCh, YTOOBI yiiTH. OHa ocTa-
HOBMJIACh BO3JIE IBEpU M 00epHYJIachk. — S mobarimo Balie uMs B
CIIMCOK MOUX I'OCTEN Ha CETrOAHSAIIHUMI BEYep.

OH Bce enie xaajl, 4YTo OHa MPUJIET CErogHs BeuepoM? Y Hee
BCce BHYTpH ynayio. Kakoe HakazaHue OH T0OOABUT K ee 3aKJIiode-
HUIO 32 HEYYTUBOCTh? Y Hee ObUI KOHTPAKT, U OHA YK€ JOJKHA
ObLIIa eMy YCIIyTYy.

OHa cekyHly CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, ¥ BCs €ro ThMa CJIMJIach BO-
€/IMHO, 32 UCKJTIOYEHUEM IJ1a3, YTO ropesu, OyATO KOCTEP B HOUH.

Omna Bpiuia U3 oduca, He oOparasi BHUMaHUS Ha OllapalieH-
HOE BBIPAKEHHE JIMIAa AJOHUCA.



Korna onu nokunymu «HeHoub», AOHKUC TPOOOPMOTAIT:

— Y10 X, 3TO OBIJIO MHTEPECHO.

[epceona ensa ero ciaymana. OHa OblIa CIAUIITKOM TMOTPY-
’K€Ha B pa3MBIIILJIEHUsI O TOM, YTO BBISICHUIOCH B oprice Auaa, u
npeObIBajia B y’Kace OT TOro, Kak OH 3JI0yIOTpeOIsil CBOEH Bia-
CTBIO, TIOPOYHO Bepsi, UTO noMozaent.

— Tbl rOBOpUIIA, YTO JIMIIIb OJJHAXK/IbI BCTPEYAIACh C AUOM? —
YTOYHWJI TAPEHb, KOT/Ia OHU Ce/IM K HEMY B MalllUHY.

- A?

— AuJi, Tl C HUM BCTpPeYasiach TOJIBLKO OUH pa3?

[lepcepona ycraBunach Ha Hero. AuJ CKaszal, 4TO COTpPET
AJIOHHCY TTaMSITh, HO U3-3a 3TOTO BOIIPOCA OHA 3aCOMHEBANIACD,
cpaboTasia JId ero Marus.

— Jla, — HEOXOTHO MpU3HAIA OHA. — A 4TO?

OH noaJt rnjae4amu:

—IIpocTo uyBCcTBOBAIOCH HAIPSKEHHE, OYATO. .. MKy BAMU
YTO-TO OBLIIO.

Kak Tak momy4msaoch, 4To BCEro mapa 4acoB OOIICHUS Ka3a-
Jlach Ternepb 11e10i BeuHocThio? [ToueMy oHa mpuriacuia Aujaa
K croiny? OHa 3Hana, yTo Oyler *kajeTh 00 3TOM pellIeHuM [0
KOHIIA CBOEH XW3HM. DTa C/IeIKa MMesia KOI'TH, U y Hee He Obl-
JIO IIAHCOB BBIPBAThCSI U3 HUX, He 3apadoTaB mipambl. CIIMIITKOM
MHOTO CTOSIJIO HA KOHY, CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO TOTO, YTO 3allpelieHo.
Ot 31oro 3aBucena ceodoaa IlepcedpoHsl — U onacHOCTU OKpY-
JKaJIM ee CO BCeX CTOPOH.

— [epcedona? — oOpatuiics kK Hel AOHWC.



Ona cnienana riryOOKUi BIOX.
— Her. Mexny HamMu HUYero He ObLIO.



I'nmaBa VI. Ctukc

Ymo mul Hadenewb 015 nymeuecmeust N0 NOO3EMHOMY Mupy ?

[Mepcedona crnipamuBaia cedst 00 STOM ¢ TOTO MOMEHTa, Kak
BhiUIa n3 oduca Aupa. Eif HyxHO ObuTO 3a1aTh OOTy OOsNBIIE
Bonpocos. [Ipencront sim um nemmas nporynka? Kakas tam, BHU-
3y, noroaa? Eil noka3zasack coOa3HUTEIbHON Uesl HA/IeTh LITa-
HBI JJ151 IOTH, TIPOCTO YTOOBI YBUAETh €T0 PEaKLMI0, HO TIOTOM
OHa BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO CHayaja el HyKHO BOUTH B «HeHoub», a
TaM OBUI IpECC-KO/,.

B utore oHa BbIOpasia KOPOTKOE cepeOpucToe IIaThe ¢ HU3-
KHM BBIPE30M UM CBEpKaroliye Jogouky. OHa BhIIUIA U3 aBTOOY-
ca nepes KiiyooM Anza M HanpaBmIach MpsAMO KO BXOLy, UTHO-
pUPYSl 3aBUCTIIMBBIE B3MJIsIIbl U3 HEBEPOSTHO TMHHON OYEPEeIH.
Brimbastoit Ha Bxozie ObL1 He [lyHKaH, Ho Toxe orp. Ilepcedone
CTaJI0O MHTEPECHO, Kak AMJ] HaKa3aJl MOHCTPA 3a TO, KaK OH C Hel
obomescs. Hago mpusHath, B TOT MOMEHT OOT MEPTBBIX €€ YIu-
BwI. OH BCTyNWJICA 3a Hee He IOTOMY, YTO OHa Oblla OOrMHeN,
a MoTOMY, YTO OHa ObUIa JKEHIMHOM.

W, HecMOTps Ha €ro MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIE HEJOCTATKH, 3TOT TO-
CTYNOK AMJia BbI3BaJ y HEE yBaXKEHMUE.

— MeHs 30ByT... — HaYasa OHa.

— BaM He HykHO NpeJCTaBIATLCS, MUJIEAN, — Iepedu1 ee orp.

[Mepcedona nokpacHena, HaaesiCh, YTO HUKTO B ONMKAKIIEH K
HUM YacTH ouepeau ero He ycasiman. Orp npoTsHyJI pyKy U OT-



KPbLJ IBepb, KUBHYB eil. OTKy/a 310 co3aaHue ee 3Haso? Heyxe-
i aeno Osuto Bo Omare Anga? OHO KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM CTaJio
BUJIVMBIM ?

Omna BcTpeTusiach IJ1a3aMu ¢ OrpoM:

— Kak 1e6s 30ByT?

Cy111ecTBO OTBETUJIO €1 C YIUBJIEHHBIM B3IJIS1IOM:

— MexkoHHEeH, MUIEIN.

— MexkonHeH, — oHa yibIOHyaack. — [Toxkanyiicta, 30BU MeHs
[epcedoHor.

Y Hero okpyriInch Iiasa:

— Munenu. .. s He mory. Jlopn Aug, oH. ..

— $1 noroBopio ¢ jopnom Auaom. — OHa NONOKUIIA JIAJA0Hb Ha
rievo orpa. — 3081 MeHs [lepcedoHoi.

MekoHHEH OTBETWJI el KpUBOM YIIBIOKOM M CAENA BUTHEBA-
THII JKECT, MOKJIOHUBIIUCh.

— Ilepcedona.

Omna paccMmesiiach 1 nokavasna ronoou. [1ozxe oHa moropo-
PUT C HAM O TIOKJIOHAX, a TI0KA, €CJTM OH XOTsI ObI TIepecTaHeT Ha-
3bIBATh €€ «MUJIe», OHA yXke OyleT CUUTATh 3TO MOOEI0M.

[Nepcedona Boria B KJIyO M HAPABUJIACh B TJIABHBIN 3471, HO
CTOMJIO € CITYCTUTBCSI TIO JIECTHUIIE, KaK Iepel Held BO3HUK ca-
tip. OH OBUT TIpeKpaceH B CBOEH UepHOU pyOallke, ¢ B3bEPO-
IIEHHBIMU TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, KO3JIMHOW OOPOJKOM M TEMHBI-
MU pOraMu, U3ruOaBIIMMUCS MO OOKaM OT €ro roJIOBbI.

— Jlenu [epcepona? — yTouHmI OH.

— IIpocro Ilepcedpona, — ckazana oHa. — [loxanyucra.



— Ilpomy npoienus, neau [lepcedona, s roBopio Tak, Kak
IIpUKa3aj Jopa Aum.

Heyxenu eil nmpuaeTcst IONpOCUTh KaXI0TO U3 HUX ?

— Jlopn Aup He MOXeT yKa3blBaTb MHE, Kak MHE ceOsl Ha3bl-
BaTh. — boruns yneionynace. — [Ipocro [epcedona.

Yronku ero ry0 mpUnogHSIIHNCh.

— Bbl MmHe yxe HpaButech. S Mnmac. Jlopn Aun npocui 3a
Hero U3BMHUTHCA. OH MOKa 3aHAT KOE-4eM JPYTUM U XOTeJI, UTO-
OBl 51 TPOBOAMJT Bac K Hemy B opuc. OH 00eInat, yTo He 3aCTaBUT
BaC JIOJNTO KAATh.

Eii crasio mo0OoIBITHO, YTO MOTJIO €ro 3aiepkarh. Bo3aMOXHO,
OH 3aKJII0YaJl €1e O/IMH yKACHBI KOHTPAKT CO CMEPTHBIM. .. LJIU
Ob11 ¢ MuHpoO¥.

— 4 monoxny y Gapa.

— boroce, He nonmyuurces.

— Eie onuH npukas? — cipocuiia oHa.

Wnuac oTBeTHI1 N3BUHSIONIENCS YIIBIOKOM:

— Boroce, aTOMy npukasy npuuercs nogunuHurses, Iepecedo-
Ha.

370 BBI3BAJIO B Hell pazapaxeHue, Ho Mnrac ObuUT He BUHOBAT.
Ona ynbIOHYJIaCh CaTUpY:

— Tonpko paau Bac. Begure meHs.

Omna mocneioBasia 3a cCaTUPOM, TIOKa OH MPOKJIaIbIBAT MyTh
CKBO3b TOJIY, a IMOTOM MO Y€ 3HAaKOMOM €il Jopore K oducy
Awupa. Ee ynuBuno, 4to oH Boiien B ouc BMecte ¢ Heil. Catup
ToJIoIeN K 0apy, y KOToporo Auji HaJmBajl cebe HalMTOK JTHEM.



— Hanute Bam yero-uuOyan? Moxer, BuHa?

— Jla, moxanyiicra. Kabepne, eciu ectb. — Eciu el mpencrosi-
JIO MMPOBECTH BECh Beuep ¢ AUJIOM, J1a elle U B MOA3EMHOM Iiap-
CTBE, €il HY’)KHO ObLIO BBITIUTb.

— Ceituac BepHycChb!

Carup ObuT TakMM BecesbiM, uTo [lepcedoHe ObUIO CIIOKHO
MIOBEPUTD, UTO OH padoTaeT Ha Auna. C apyroil CTOpoHbl, AHTO-
HUI1 ounTal cBoero Oora. Eil crano uHTepecHo, 4yBCTBYET Jiu
Numac To ke camoe.

Ona HaOmoana, Kak OH BRIOMPas OYThIJIKY C BAHOM U OTKPBI-
BaJI ee. CIlycTsi MTHOBEHUE OHA CIIPOCUJIA:

— I[louemy BbI ciyxkuTe Ausy?

— A He cyxy nopay Auny. 4 Ha Hero padoraw. Ectb pasnuiia.

Cnpasednueo.

— Torpa nmouemy BbI Ha Hero padoraere?

— Jlopn Aun oyeHb BeMKOMYIeH, — OOBbsCHIUI caTtup. — He
BEpbTE BCEMY TOMY, UTO O HEM CJIbIIIAIIU. BOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 3TOrO
HEenpas/a.

DTH CJI0BA BbI3BAIU Y HEE UHTEPEC.

— Pacckaxure MHe 4TO-HUOY/b, UTO HE SIBJISETCS MPABIOM.

Carup ycMexHyJICsl, HAIMBasi €i BUHO, U TIOJAJT eil OOKaJ.

— Cnacu6o.

— Beerpa noxkanyiucra. — OH ciierka KuBHYJI, OJIOKUB JIaIOHb
Ha rpyab. Korga oH cHOBa B3IVIsIHYJI HA HEe, €€ YIUBUIIA €ro ce-
pbe3HOCTh. — ['OBOPAT, UTO AuWJ 3allMINAET CBOU BJIAJICHUS, U
XOTb 3TO U TIPaBJIa, JeJI0 TYT He BO BiacTu. OH 3a00TUTCS O CBO-



YX JIIOJAX, 3AIUIIAET X U CUJIBHO NIEPEKUBAET, KOI/Ia KOMY-TO
W3 HUX NIPUYMHAIOT Bpea. Eciau Bbl BXOOUTE B €r0 OKPYXKEHHE,
OH BECbh MUD Pa30pBeT Ha YacTH, YTOOBI CIIACTH Bac.

boruns noexuiace.

— Ho 4 He u3 ero okpyxeHus.

Wmmac ynpiOHyIICA.

— Her, u3 ero. naue s Obl ceiiuac He HAJIMBAJI BaM BUHO Y
Hero B oguce. — OH KuBHYJA. — Eciii Bam 4to-HUOYIH MOHAIO0-
OUTCSI, MPOCTO HA30BUTE MOE UMSI.

[locne storo Mnmac ymen, u Ilepcedona ocranace ogHa. B
oduce Auja ObUIO THXO, 1a)Ke B KAMUHE He noTpeckuBasio. OHa
cripocuna ceds, He ObUIO JIM 3TO OIHUM U3 BUJIOB HAaKa3aHUU B
Taprape. Ee 310 ObI TOYHO CBeJO € yMa.

CrycTst MTHOBEHHE OHA NOZIOIILIA K CTEHE C OKHAMU U IIOCMOT-
pejia Ha IJIaBHBIM 3aJ1 Kiy0a. Y Hee MOsIBUJIOCh CTPAHHOE OIIly-
IIeHHe, YTO UIMEHHO TaK YyBCTBOBAIU ceOsl OJTMMITUHIIBI, KOT/Ia
UM B 0OJIaKax U CMOTPEJTH Ha 3eMITIO.

Omna BcMoOTpenach B TONIy CMepTHBIX BHU3Y. [loHauany oHa
BUJIEJIA TOJIBKO KOMIIAHWMM JPY3€d W Mapbl, OTTOHSAIOUIME CBOU
TPEBOrM HAIMUTKaMU B pyKax. [l HUX 3T0 ObUIa HOYb BeCebs
1 3iopun — MajIo YeM OTJIMYAIOIIAsC OT TOM, KOTJa OHA OKa-
3ay1ach 31ech Brepsblie. Ho ma ocranbHeix BU3UT B «HeHOub»
O3Hayas HaeKy.

Ona BcMmaTpuBaJlach B JiMIa TOCTEW, B OOHO 3a ApyruMm. Mx
BBIJIABAJIH JTIYIIME B3MJIsbI, OOpAIlleHHbIE K CIMPATILHOM J1eCT-
HULIE, BEQYLIEH Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, Iie AW 3aKJII0Ya)l CBOU CHIEI-



ku. OHa nojiMeyasa cCyTYJIUBIIMECS TUIEUH TeX, KTO ObLIT HAIPsi-
’KeH, TOOJIECKUBAIOIIUI TIOT HA JIOAX TeX, KTO BOJHOBAJICS, 3a-
CTBIBIIIME MO3bI TEX, KTO OTUYASLICH.

Ot 3TOrO 3penuina e CrTajo rpycTHO, HO YK€ OY€Hb CKOPO
OHM OyIyT MpeaynpexIeHbl 00 OMACHOCTU OKa3aThCsl KEPTBOU
Awuna. OHa 00 3TOM 1M03a00THTCS.

[Nepcedona oTBepHYIach OT OKHA U MOAOIILIA K CTONY AUa.
OrpoMHbIi KycOKk 0OCHIMaHa BBIIJIsIEN TaK, CJIOBHO €r0O BbICEK-
JIM U3 CKaJibl 1 oTnoupoBanu. [lepcedona 3aganach BOmpocoM,
HE MPUHECIIH JIM €T0 CI0Ia U3 CaMOro MOI3eMHOI'0 1IapCTBa.

Omna npoBeia naJiblIaMH I10 TJIAJAKOW MOBEpXHOCTH. B oTiinune
OT ee CTOJa, KOTOPHIN yke BeCh ObLT MOKPBIT CTUKEpaMu U (o-
TorpadusMu, Ha padoueM Mecte Auzia He ObUIO HUKAKOTO MY-
copa. OHa Haxmypuiack. Ee 3to paccrpousio, Beap Ilepcedona
HaJes1ach HAWTH 3/1eCh YTO-HUOY/b, HO Yy CTOJIa AWa He ObLIO
Jaxe SIIUKOB.

Ona B370XHYJ1a U OOEpHY/Iach, BCIIOMHUB, Kak MuH®a 1o-
SIBIJIACh B rpoxojie mo3aau crona Auna. Ceituac Ha cTeHe He Obl-
JIO HY €IMHOTO HaMeKa Ha J1Bepb. OHa nojonuia OJInke U HaKJIo-
HWIACh, YTOOBI U3yUUTh CTEHY. becronesHo.

IBepb, BUAMMO, OT3bIBAJIACH HA MArvio AuJia, a 3TO 3HAYUJIO,
9TO OHA JIOJDKHA OTO3BAThCS M Ha ee Onaro. OHa mpoBesna pyKon
MO TJIaJJKOU TTOBEPXHOCTHU — U €€ PyKa BAPYT MOrpy3uiach B CTe-
Hy. [lepcecpoHa oxHysa M OTIIATHYJACh, cepille OeleHo 3a0u-
Jock y Hee B rpyau. OHa ocMOTpesia CBOIO JIaJI0Hb CO BCEX CTO-
POH, HO He OOHApYKUJIa PaH.



JI'oOOMBITCTBO B3SLJI0 BEPX, U IEBYIIIKA OIJISIHYJIACH Yepe3 Iie-
40, MPEeK/Ie YeM MornpoOoBaIa CHoBa BOUTH B CTeHy. Ta paccry-
MUJIach Mepes1 Hell, CIOBHO KUIKOCTh, U [lepcedona okazanach
IO JIPYTYI0 CTOPOHY — B KOPUJIOPE C XPYCTaIbHBIMU JIIOCTPAMHU.
HecmoTpst Ha UCXOOSIIMI OT HUX CBET, €€ HOT'U OCTAJIUCh B Te-
HU, U, C/IeJIaB 1Al BIEpe/l, OHA yIiajia, MPU3eMIMBIINCH HA YTO-
TO OCTpOE.

Ot ynapa y Hee cOMJIOCHh JbIXaHUE. 3alaHUKOBaB, OHA IMPO-
JoJKaJla JeJlaTh pe3KUe BJIOXH, MOKA JIbIXaHWE HE BOCCTAHOBU-
J0ck. U TOJIBKO MOCTIe 9TOro OHA MOHSIA, YTO yHala HA CTYIIEHb-
Ky. CBeT HaBepxy e[Ba ouepuYrBal Kpasi JIECTHHUIIHI.

[Nepcedona nogHsIACh HA HOTM, HECMOTPSI HA OCTPYIO OOJIb B
60Ky. OHa cHsia TyhJIM U OCTaBUJIa UX HA CTYNEHbKe, a MOTOM
OCTOPOXKHO TOIIIa BHU3 0 KPyTO# JiectHulle. [Ipuxkas onHy py-
Ky K OOKy, Ipyroii oHa Jepkajiach 3a CTeHY, OIacasiCh, YTO eCliv
CHOBA yMaJIeT, TO nepesioMaer cede pedpa.

K tomy Bpemenu, kak Ilepcedpona modpanack 10 3emiu, ee
HOTY 1 OOK CHITLHO O0Jiesin. Briepeau ckBo3b paciie iy mpoHH-
KaJl OCJIETUIAIONINANA, HO MYTHBIM cBeT. OHa HalpaBUIach K HEMY
¥ BBIIIUIA TPSIMO B T10JI€ BBICOKOW 3€JIeHOM TPaBbl, YCEsTHHOM Oe-
JbIMK 11BeTaMu. Baaneke ycrpemiisiiicst B HeOO IBOpel] U3 00cu-
JINaHA, BEJUKOJICTIHbIN, HO 3JI0BEIIUi, CJIOBHO TYYH C MOJIHUS-
MU ¥ TpoMoM. OTJISIHYBIIKCh, OHA OOHAPYKWJIA, YTO BHIIIUIA U3
OTPOMHOM YEPHOU TOpBHI.

«Tak 31O 1 ecTbh MOA3EMHOE LIAPCTBO», — Aorajayiack oHa. OHO
Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM MPUBBIYHBIM, TAKUM MpeKpacHbM. CoBepIIIeH-



HO MHOUM MU MOJ uX MUpOM. Hast rosioBoii pocTrupanoch CBET-
7oe HebO, HO OHA He BHJENA COJHIIA, BO3IYX ObUI HE TETUIBIM U
HE XOJIOJHBIM, XOTsI JITKUA OpH3, IIEBEJIUBIINN TPaBY U €€ BO-
nockl, 3actaBui [epcedony noexutbesi. OH MPUHOCKIT € cOOOM
¥ CMeCh apOMATOB — CJIAJIKUX 1IBETOB, IPSHOCTEN U meruia. Tak
naxyio ¥ ot Aupa. Eil XxoTenock Ha/IblaThCs STUMU 3allaXaMH,
HO JIa)Ke OT JIETKUX BJIOXOB IOCJIE MaJeHHs ee TeJO MPOH3aia
00J1b.

[Mepcedona noruia Briepe1, CKpeCTUB PyKH Ha FPy/d, TOTOMY
9TO OOSIIACH IOTPOHYTHCS JI0 HEXKHBIX OEJIBIX IIBETOB — BE/lb OHU
MOTJIU TYT K€ 3aBAHYTh. UeM Jasibliie OHa IIj1a, TeM OOJIbIle B
Hel poc THEB Ha Auja.

Ee okpykasa mbllliHAsE pacTUTENBHOCTh. [1e-To TiIyOoKo
BHYTPH €id XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI B IIOA3EMHOM LIAPCTBE OBUTH TOJIBKO
TieTIeN, IIM ¥ OTOHb, HO OHAa OOHAPYXKWJIA. .. JHCU3HD.

[Touemy Aup BbIOpas /sl Hee Takoe 3a/1aHKe, XOTs U caM yxke
B 9TOM Ipeycrien?

[lepcedona mpopomkana UATA B HarpasieHUH aBopua. OH
ObUT €AMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OHA BUjeda B orpoMHoMm mnone. Ee
YAUBJISIO, UTO 32 HEH JI0 CUX MOP HUKTO Tak U He Bbimes. OHa
CIIbIIIAJIA, 4TO y Anfa Obljia TpexrojoBasi codaka, OX paHsoIias
BXO]] B TIoI3eMHOe 1apcTBO. Eif cTano uHTepecHo, 4To nmomorio
ell BBITH HEe3aMEUeHHOM — OBUIO JIM 3TO ee OJ1aro?

Bor ToJIbKO OHa yKe MoYTH MeuTasa, YTOObl KTO-TO OKa3aJICs
PSIIOM, TTIOTOMY YTO YeM JIOJIbIIE OHA II1J1a, TEM TsIKeJiee JIbIaia
¥ TeM cuiibHee 6omen OOK.



Bckope nopory et mperpaania peka. Bona B Heii Obuia Hecrio-
KOWHOM, TEMHOU 1 OypisiIliell, ¥ peka 3Ta Oblla TaK IUPOKa, YTO
10 JIPYT'YI0 CTOPOHY BU/IHEJIACh JIUIIIb PA3MBITasl 3€JICHb.

«A 3710, OXHO OBITh, CTUKC», — permia oHa. OH oTMevas
T'PaHUIIB TIOI3EMHOTO MHpa M ObLT U3BECTEH XapOHOM, JAEMO-
HOM, KOTOPOTO TaKkKe Ha3bIBAJIM MPOBOTHUKOM aymi. OH mepe-
BO3WJI JIyIIIK HA CBOEM TTapoMe B TIOI3eMHOe 11apcTBO, HO Ilep-
ceoHa HUTJE HE BUJEA HU JeMOHa, HU ero mapoma. [ToBcio-
Jty OBLITN JIUIIIb I[BETHI — Oeper peKu 3aroJIOHUIN OSCUMCIICHHbIC
HAPIIMCCHI.

Kak eii mepeceun peky? [leByIka OrjisiHy/1ach Ha rOpy — OHa
yKe 3alllia CJIUIIKOM JIaieKo, YToObl TOBOpauMBarh Hazaj. [lep-
cehOHA OTJIMYHO TUIABAJIA, BOT TOJIBKO O0JIb B OOKY MOTJIa CUJTb-
HO ee 3aMelnTh. Ecii He cuuTaTh IMMPHUHBI, peKa BBIIsIeNa
JOBOJILHO HETTpUMevaTesIbHO — MPOCTO TEMHAsI BOJIA B TITyOOKOM
pycre.

[Mepcedona marnyna K Kpato 6epera. ITo ObLT CHIPOM, CKOJTb3-
Kuii oOpwIB. LIBeThI, pacTyimue Ha CKJIOHE, 0Opa30BHIBAIN Oe-
JIOE MOpe — CTPaHHbI KOHTPACT C BOJOM, MOXOXKEW HA HEPTh.
OHa 0CTOPOKHO MaKHYJIa HOTY B BOJLY, IPEX/Ie YeM MOrpy3UTh-
cs1 MONHOCTHI0. Bozia Oblia XOMOMHOM, ABIIATE CTAaNlo TsKenee,
u3-3a 4ero 00Jib B OOKY yCHITUJIACh.
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