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AJnca Bumasa
MecThb JpakoHa

IIpoJior

I'opa, Ha3piBaeMasi [IpakoHbeid, OblTa MoXoka Ha OrPOMHOTO YEpHOT'O IPAaKOHa, CIISIIEro, Y-
pasiCh IMUMACTHIM XpeOTOM B 00JaKa. A MOXET, 3TO U ObLT APaKOH, OTPOMHBIN, KaK Topa. ..

B TOT Beuep, MHOTO COTEH JIeT Ha3aj, y ee MOTHOXbsI MTOSIBUJIACH MTPOLIECCHS] — BEPEHUIIA JKpe-
1I0B, BeJyllas CBsI3aHHOro oHomy. FOHoIa e Ha cMepTh ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM U CMEJIOCThIO, HE YITU-
pajicsi, M He COMPOTUBIISIICA. A Kpewpl MeJId, XOTs NeTh, MOTHUMASICh B TOPY, UM, CTAPbIM JIIOZISIM,
obu10 TsIKENno. Ho, HeoOXoquMo — [is ycriexa MUCCHM HYXKHO ObUIO pa3OyauTsb siIepa JI0 TOTO, Kak
Ha I0HOIIA TIPHOM3UTCS K HeMy. [[pakoH JOJKeH OTKPHITH IJ1asa.

OH ¥ OTKpBLI, YCIIBIIIAB IIyM, KOO MEHHE KPEIoB, KOTOPBIM COMPOBOK/IIUCH KEPTBOIIPUHO-
IIeHUs1, IS sAepa ObUIO MPOCTO ITYMOM, HO, IITyMOM NPHUSATHBIM, O3HAYAIOIIUM AOOBIUY, MHIITY.

JKperpl MOAHSINCH Ha TOPY, HO K JIPaKOHY He MPUOIU3MINCH — OHU ero Oosutich. U 1oHoma
TIOIIIENT JaJIbIIe OMH.

JlpakoH ObUT OUEeHb CTap, CTapliie OKPYKAIOIIMX rop, cTapiie 00IaKkoB, U Bcero 3roro mupa. OH
ObUI cTap U c1ad, HO ellle JOCTATOYHO CHJIEH, YTO OBl yOUBATh.

Y6uBars OH Mor, JieTaTh — yxke HeT. [Io3ToMy, OH He MOTr OXOTUTCS, M Caj, IOYTH He IIeBe-
JISICh, B HaJ@XK/E, YTO KTO-HUOY/Ib KUBOM, TEIUIBINA U TIIYIBIA, IPUMET €ro 3a CKaly ¥ MPUOTU3UTCS
JOCTaTOYHO OJM3KO.

Kpenpl, ciyxaiye ApakoHy, MPEACTaBUTENIN HAPO/a, KOTOPBIN OH KOIJIa-TO CIiac OT YHUUTO-
KeHUs, a 3aTeM, JOJTHe TOAbl 3alIMINal, IPHHOCHIA eMy ey — JKUBOTHBIX M U3pelka, mozaei. Ho
9TO CIIy4yaJioch BCE PeXe M peke, U sIep rojiofal MecsaMu, PUCIYIINBAsCh — HE Pa3laeTcs I
HEIPY’KHOE, HATY)KHOE TIEHHE KPELOB, O3HAYAIOIIHE, YTO B KEPTBY MPUHOCHTCS YeJIOBEK ?

JlpakoH HeHaBM/IEN CTAPUKOB, CIYKAaIlUX €My, 3a TO, YTO )KEPTBOBAIM HUKYEMHBIX, CIAOBIX
paboB, HO HUYETO UM He el — OH KA.

W noxpancst — 3TOT 10HOIIA, OBICTPBIN, THOKUI 1 CUIIBHBIN, TIOAXOAMIT KaK HEeJb3s JIydllle, YTO
OBl CTaTh HOBBIM TEJIOM JIJIs1 YMUPAIOIIETO SIIIepa, U 1aTh €My HOBYIO JKHU3Hb.

[mynbie sxpersl {yMajid, 9To IPpakoH OCJEI OT CTapOCTH, U HU4Yero He BuauT. Ho, ero 3penue
OBLIO JOCTATOYHO OCTPBIM, UTO ObI 3aMETHTb, UTO IOHOIIIA HE CBSA3aH — BEpeBKa HAKMHYTA /IS BUA. A
B €r0 pyKax, CIPSITAaHHBIX 32 CIIMHOM, 3aKaT KMHXaJl. Buaumo, sxxpenam, 1a 1 BceMy Hapofy, HaJoeso
KOPMUTDb OECIIONE3HOTO, CTAPOTo SIIIepa, U OHU MPUAYMaITH, KaK €ro yHHUTOXUTb, M BHIOPAJIH, KTO
9TO MOKET CHesaTh.

JlpakoHa MOXHO YOHTb, TOJBKO MPOH3UB, Yepe3 Ina3, Mo3r. Yepes OTKpHITHI I71a3, MO0 ero
OpPOHMPOBAaHHOE YellTyell BEKO KUHKAJIOM, WM IPYTUM OpPYKHEM, He IIPOTKHYTh.

fmep He coMHeBaJICs, UTO IOHOIIA TIOMBITAeTCs 3TO caeark. Ho, n cam npakoH codupaics
youTs Harnenia. OH OBl yKe yOuI1, HO He XOTeJ MOPTHUTH ero Tesio. [loaTomy, siimep pemmt puckHyTh, 1
MOIITYCTUTS IoHOIITY Ommke. [t 060uX, 1 mapHs, U IpakoHa, 3T0 ObUIa TIOCTIEIHs 0X0Ta, Oe3 IpaBa
Ha OIIUOKY
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I'1aBa nepBast

Mapuna xoausa 1o oxymycToMy CKJIaay, Cpey MOKHYIIHMX B JIy:KaX KPOBU KOPOOOK U MepT-
BbIX Jitozieil. OOCTaHOBKA HAIIOMHUHAA T0J1e 00s — BO3JIe TPYIOB BAJISUIUCh IUCTOJIETHI, & TTOJ ObLT
ycesiH Twib3aMu. boruHss CMepTu cTynana cpeu MOKOWHBIX OCTOPOXKHO — YTO Obl HE MCHAYKaTh
KpoBbio Ty, OOGHAPYKHB, YTO OIMH M3 JIEKAIIUX — MOJIOJION MapeHb — elle KB, OHA HAKJIOHU-
Jach HaJ HUM U motenioBana. [lapeHs, Ha MUT, OTKPBUI [J1a3a, YJIBIOHYNICA, U ymep. MapuHa Opesr-
JIMBO TIOMOPIIAJIACK, BBITEpJIa TyObl HOCOBBIM TUIATKOM, W 3aMepiia, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO KTO-TO 3ajie3 B
ee MallluHy, PUMAPKOBAHHYIO Y cKJiaga. U, 3TOT KTO-TO, ObUT HE MPOCTBIM BOPHIIIKOH, MOTOMY 4TO
OOruHs 3aKpbljia MAIIMHY Marmuecku, a OH OTKPBLUL

... OHa nopomnua K IBepu CBOE! KBAPTUPBI, OCTOSIA, MPUCTYIIMBASACH K 3BYKaM C YJIHUIIbI,
CJIBIIIMMBIX TOJIBKO €10, ¥ BOIILLJIA, OCTABUB JABEPb OTKPHITOM MOYTH HACTEKb.

CHuzy, 1O JIeCTHULIE, TIOJHSJICS MYKUMHA, MOXOKE paHEHbIN — OJeqHbIA U IIATAIOLIUIAC, C
KPOBbIO Ha OfIe’KJJe— U BOILIENl B KBAPTUPY OOTMHU.

[TonoxaaB, Korga OH MPOCKOJIb3HET U3 MPUXO0kKeW B KOMHATy, MapyHa BbIlUIa U3 KyXHH, B3Ma-
XOM PYKH 3aXJIOMHYJIa BXOAHYIO ABEPb, CKa3aa:

— 4 3na10, uTO TH 3a€Ch! Huuero mioxoro He caenawo! Bxoxy!

N otkpbuia 1BEph B KOMHATY.

— Heyxenu Tbl Aymaeliib, 4YTO 51 HE 3AMETUJIA, YTO Thl MPATAJICH B MOEH MAIIUHE. ..— IPOAOJI-
JKWJIa OHa, ¥ 3aMoJTJasia.

Ha mnony, mocepeavHe KOMHAThI, Jiexkasl paHeHbll — Oe3 CO3HAHUs, HO C MUCTOJIETOM B pYKe.
Bok ero KypTku ObUT TIPOITUTAH KPOBBIO, KPOBBIO ObLIT U3Ma3aH M TOJI.

skskesk

— Ilpoctu, uto BHe3anHo yuien! — ckazan Biag Anene, nosBuBmmch B jome Cearoropa — C
OTIIOM HaJ0 OBUIO TIOMPOIIATHCsI, 3a0BUT UTO OH MATHAIATOrO YXOOUT! A ThI IO TesiehOHY pa3roBa-
puBaa, HE XOTEJ OTBJIEKATh!

AJneHa cupena, 3aJyMaBIlIUCh — €ro peud Oy[ITo U He ciblinana. Biag caenan aBe vaiku vas,
Y, NIOIVISAAbIBAs HA JIEBYIIKY, CEJ PSAIOM C HEW.

— Tl yero takas kucnas? Odunenacs? Hy, npoctu! — ckazai oH.

— C borganom 4to-T0 ciyymioch! — npousHecia AneHa — Tel HU4Yero emy He caesnan?

Bran pe3ko mocraBuIil Yaliky Ha CTOJ, paciylecKaB Yau.

— 41 roBopun yxe! Huuero He genai, u He Oyiy!

HleByika Mosyaa.

— He Bepunb MHe? OnAaTh He Bepullb? — BOCKJIMKHYT Brag,.

— Ero He 6b1u10 B Mupe MeptBbIx? — OyATO HE CIIbIINA, CIIPOCHIa AJieHa.

— He 6but0! — cepauro orBetmi Brnagan.

— A TbI HEe MOT He 3ameTuTh? Wu nporycTuTh? — NpooiKaia AONbITHIBATHCS JEBYIIKA.

— He mor! Ho, eciii oH 1oru6 B 4yKux 3eMJIsIX, TO TaM JApyrue OOru.

— Tbl HE MOXelb Y HUX Y3HATh?

—Ilonpobyio! — Bee eme 31sach, oTBeTII Brian, u nmonpocwi — Jlait Mue ero ¢otky! Maiio kto,
3HaeT CBaToropa B JMLO!

skskesk

— IIpuser! /laBHO He BuaEIHCH!

— Ha, naBHenbko! ITpucakwuaiicsi! Tol o gemy? — MoOe3HO ¥ PaBHOJYIIIHO OTBETHIIA MaprHa
Bnany.

JIi06e3H0 1 paBHOIYIIIHO. . .

XoTb OBl OH HE 3aMeTUJ1, KaK IpOoXKar, OT BOJHEHHUSI, €€ PYKH. . .
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[Nocnenuuii pa3 oHM BUIETHCH ABAALATH JIET Ha3aa, y YepHoro kamHs. Y3HaB, UTO OH JKUB,
¥ 130aBHBIIKCH OT YyJIOBUIIHOTO Tesia, MapuHa kaia, Korjaa ke OHU BCTPETATCS C MyKEM. .. ObIB-
IIUM. ...

W BOT OH cuauT 3a CTOJIOM Ha ee KyxHe. i1 Hee oH He ObiBIMiA. M ux "aBaauare Jiet Hazaxd',
IJIs1 Hee Kak Buepa. ..

Ho o npocro ckazan "npuset".

— Kak nena y Mopuca? — cripocun Bnan — He Mory ero HailTv, ¥ JO3BOHUTCSI HE MOTY !

— Ham ceiH He xouer, uto Obl ero Oecriokowan. Y Hero Bce xopomo! Cmorpu! — ckazana
Mapuna, 1 nokazana Biaay skpan tenedona, ¢ pororpacpusimu.

— Bor, o MHe ¢oTOK Mokuaan! — mpou3Hecia OHa M YJIBIOHY/Iach, CMOTPsI Ha hoTorpadum.
W Bnag yneiOHyscs.

— Kakoi1 oH kpacuBbiii, 1a?! — ckazana MapuHa, ¢ ropoCTbiO M HEXKHOCTBIO IVIs/1s1 Ha ChlHA, U
noGasuia — Ha te0s moxox!

— Kpacusniii! Ho...

Mapwuna yopana TenedoH.

— 41 mpITaloch YTO-HUOYAB OTHICKATh B APEBHUX KHHTAX, — MPOJOJIKMI Biag — uyTo b1 MOITIO
eMy IOMOYb.

— Hapetoce, Haiiens! — B3noxHyna MapuHa.

— IIpoctu, uto pasBencs! — momonyas, mpousHec Bran, cMOTpst Ha OBIBIIIYIO KEHY, U MBITAsICh
TIOHSITh, CUJIBHO JIU €€ 3aJieJ pa3BOjl, WJIH el Bce paBHO.

Ho, xak u panbliie, Kak 1 Bcerja, MbIC/IA U YyBCTBA MaprHbl HUKOMY, KpOMe Hee camMou, He
BE/IOMBI. ...

— 4 nyman, Tel 3aMyXxeM, a Opak BaIlll HeIEHCTBUTEbHBINA, KaK JIydllle XOTea! — ONpaB/bl-
Basicsi Bnaz, uyBcTBYs ceOst KiaTBONpecTynmHUKoM — Kto ke 3Han, uro Ckurnep uynosuine! 3auem
ThI BBIIILIA 32 HETO?

— A 4TO 4 TOr/IAa MOTJIA ClieNaTh? — nokasia riedamu Mapuna — § nymana o ceie. Ero mornm
youTh, ecii Obl y3HAJIM, YTO OH TBOM... K ToMy ke, y peOeHKa HOKeH ObITh OTell, U )KU3Hb, KaKasi
noyodaet Oory.

— Jlyuiie 61 OH HAIIIUM BBIPOC, HO CYACTIIMBBIM! — Tipon3Hec Bap.

— OH cyacTiuB, TIOBeph MHe! — BOCKJIMKHYJa MapuHa — BbITh SIIOBUTHIM, U PABHOAYIITHBIM,
He TaKk yx 1ioxo! U xkanets Hac He Hajo! S Bceraa morua 3a cedst moctosTh! CKunep MepTB, ¥ yHU-
YTOXUJIA €ro Mbl ¢ MoprcoMm, 32 YTO U MOTYYMIIU Jaxke OOJIbIIe, YeM XKeJlaJId — MO ChIH MMITepa-
top O6naynoro LlapcTBa, Hala qUHACTUSL BEPHYNA BIacTh. A s — UMIepaTpuUIla-MaTh, 1 KOpPOJieBa
3ananHax 3emelb!

"TonpKo MaMa He BO3BpalaeTcs, Kak odemana!"— nmogymana Mapuna, HO BCIyX 9TOTO He CKa-
3aja.

— Hy, 01 monogent! — npousHec Bnan, n no6aBun — Kcratu, y MeHs1 BOITPOC — He BCTpedasa
CasToropa, ’KMBOr0, WJIM MEPTBOTO?

— MepTBOro Her, a )KUBOrO... f He 3Hal0, KaKk OH BBIJISIANT.

Bran nokazan et nepecnanHyio AsieHou Ha Teniedon gotorpacduio boraana.

— Her, ve Bugena! — nocmotpes Ha (poTKy, oTBeTHIIa MapuHa — A 'y Te0s1 Kak ena? He sxeHuiicst
BHOBb?

— Iloka He xeHWICs, HO cooupaiock, Ha AsieHe! TTomHMIb ee?

— CmyTtHO! Pana 3a Te0s!

TyT oHM ycibllIany 1IyM U3 KOMHATHl. Biajg xoten cnpocuTh — "KTO 3TO Tam?"— HO peluui,
YTO 3TO HE €ro AeJo.

— M=ue nopa! — cka3an od — Pan 6bi1 Te6s Bugets! [IpaBna, pan!

— 51 Toxe! — ynpiOHYIach ObIBIIAS jKeHa — 3axou erne!

— Saiiny!
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On ucye3, a Mapuna 3amepiia, iepernoHeHHas nedanbio. "CoOupanch KEeHUThCs!" —IIpoCcTo
1 00bIIeHHO cooott Biaa. Bynro, Mapuna oObruHasi crapast 3HakoMast. Bynro, v He ObLIO HUKOT/A,
HU JIIOOBH, HU CTPACTH. ..

"4 1ebs1 HUKOrIA He Oporry!"— roBopuII oH Toraa, y YepHOro KamHs. . .

OT ropecTHBIX MBICJICH €€ OTBJIEK IIIyM, OISATh Pa3AaBIIMICA U3 CMIAILHA, ¥ OHA BCIIOMHUJIA
O CBOEM JIpyrOM TocTe.

MapwuHa Bollia B KOMHATY, €/IBa HE CTOJIKHYBIIIUCH CO CTOSIIIIAM Y JIBEPH PAaHEHBIM.

— Ouyxascsa? — cripocuia oHa, 000IIUIA €ro, U cella B KPecJio.

— Tol 32J1€3 B MOIO MAIIIMHY, MOKa 51 OblJIa HA CKJIajie, — CKa3ajia OHa — U JoeXaJl CO MHOM 10
ropona. MHe ObIJIO UHTEPECHO, KTO Thl, IOITOMY s TeOsI U JioBe3sia. [loTom 3abpasicsi B KBapTUpy —
s CIIeIMAJILHO He 3aKpbuia IBepb. [IoToM MHE MpHuiock 1edst JeunThb. TBOM nucToneT y MeHs. 2Ky
0O0bsICHEHUI !

— A 11 KTO? YTO NIeniana Ha ckiaje? — HaCTOPOKEHHO CIPOCHJT PaHEHBIM.

— Wckana tam onHy Belllb! — coBpasia MapuHa niepBoe, 4To MPHUIILIO €l B TOJIOBY.

— Hamna?

— Her! Tak kto T1? He Momun, 1e0st monumums uiet. [oBopsT, Tl TeX OaHJUTOB M MOJIOKKIL.
OmnuH, BCeX.

— 51 He mOMHIO! — XMYPO CKa3an MyK4YMHA.

— Bor kak? ITamarte notepsn? A 4To NOMHUIIB?

— [MapHs 3TOro MOMHIO, 4TO K Tede mpuxoawi. KTo oH — He 3Hai, HO TIOMHIO, 3HAJI €0 paHbIIIe.
Kro on?

— Myx. 3Haelb ero? 9To UHTEpecHo! — 3alyMurBO ITpousHecna Mapuna — A eliie, 4To oM-
Hutb? He Gofics, xotena Obl Tebe HaBpeAUTh — jajia Obl yMepeTh, 0e3 moMoiy. A s Beuleunia. U
B TIOJIMIIMIO HE ClaJia.

— Jla e nomHio, Huuero! [lomHIo feTcTBO, MoMHIO Mamy. U Bce! — ckazast My XuuHa, He TIIsiIst
Ha Hee.

Mapuna MomJaia, pa3risasiBast roctsa. OHa MOHSIA, KTO 3TO, JIOBOJILHO OBICTPO — HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT Ha3aj OoruHs Buzesa ero ¢potky. Tenepb oHa perana, Kak MOCTYIMUTh, U KaK MCIONIb30BaTh
CBOE 3HaHME.

— IlonstHo! XKuBM y MeHs1, oka He nonpasuibes. [lotom Tede npunercs yitu. Tak dro,
BCIIOMMHAM, KTO Thl, ¥ KyJla OT MEHs TOWeIh! — CKa3aja OHa U BbIIILIA.

skkosk

B nokosix bopuya cuaena MuiieHa, 1 Jaxxe He HIeBEJIbHYJIach, KOTAAa BOLIEN MYK U 3aKET CBET.

— Musiena? Tlouemy B TemMHOTE? — pOCUJI OH — YTO-TO, CIIyUMIOCh?

— Her, Bce xopormo, 3agpemana! — oTBeTHIIa OHA, yIBIOHYJIAch, NoneoBaia bopuya, crierka
KOCHYBIIIUCH, U yiuia. OH, yIUBIEHHO, IOCMOTpPEJ el BCJIe — TAKOe MOBEJCHUE ISl €0 KeHbI ObLIO
HEOoOBIYHO — Mpex e MusieHa He yiuia Obl, a cTana Obl pacCpalrBaTh, TIe OH ObLT U UTO JeJ1ajl, He
OTXOJIS1 OT HETro HU Ha II1ar, IOKa MYX He IMPOrHaJ Obl ee, TaKylo HaJI0eJIUBYI0 M HABSI3YMBYIO.

skkook

JleH BOJIOK 10 KOPHUIOpY, 32 PYKY, IbsIHYIO B cMepTh JlaHy, a OHa ynupanach U Bepeliaia Ha
BECb OTEJIb:

— Otnycru!

OH He OTITYCTHJI, a 3aTallliJI ee B HOMep, TIe YJIOXWI Ha KpOBaTh, U CHSLJI C €€ HOT Ty(JIH.

— Nmmiepatpuiia He TOKHA Tak cedst BecTu! — ckazas oH — A eciu Kto yBuaut? CoTkaior,
1 uMrieparopy nokaxyt! Mnum marymike, B cMbicie, TBoel 6alyimke Jlane! Eme, v B ceTh BbUIOKAT.
Byner ckangan!

— Mue nodur! mniepatop Opocu MeHs1! — bsiHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa Jlana — OH oOMaHyi1, cKazail,
YTO MPHWIETUT, & CaM OTIPABIIICS MyTEIIeCTBOBaTh, onuH! EmMy muieBarth, v Ha MeHs, U Ha Te0s1! Emy
Ha BCe TIeBaTh!
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— Cnu gaBaii! — ckazan JleH, ykpbiBasi € OfIesiIOM.

— Viigu! Trl MHe Memmaens! — kpukHysa Jlana. U [len yiern.

Jlana ook asia HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT, 3aT€M BCTaJla, HO MOMIATHYJIACh, U TUTIOXHYJIaCh 0OpPaTHO
Ha KpOBAaTh.

[Nocunes, oHa codpasnack, MOAHIACK, OAONLIA K ABEPH U MPUCITYIIAIACh K TOMY, YTO IPOHC-
XOIOWT B Kopuaope. Tam ObUIO THXO.

OTKpbIBaB JBEpb, OHA BBHICKOJIb3HYJIA B KOPUIOP, M TOHECIach M0 HeMy, Huienas OOCBIMU
HOTaMH.

skkosk

V crona Ha KyxHe Mapunsl cugena Muiena.

—Toctu 3a roctsiMu! — ycMeXHYJIaCh XO3sIHKa.

— 4 xpana, korga Brnag cBanut! — orBetuna eii cectpa — Cugut u cuaut! Byaro, cockyuunmcs
1o tebe!

— MoxerT, u cockyuwicsi. [JaBHo He Buaenuch! — orBetuina MapuHa.

— ¥ 1e0s erie KTo-T0? — NPUCITYIIABIIMCH K IIIyMy B KOMHate, cripocuiia MusieHa.

— He oOpariaii BHUMaHUs! — MaxHysa pyKo# cectpa — Thl 1O jienty, Wim Kak?

[Nocne MaprHUHOTO TTpeaTeNnbCTBa, €Ba He CTOMBIIEro MuieHe KU3HHU, OTHOIIEHHE CecTep
M3MEHWIOCh. MUJIeHa He BCIIOMUHATA, U He yIipeKasia, HoO MapuHe ObUTO HEeJIOBKO M CTBIAHO C Hel
BUJIETHCS, /14 ¥ CECTpa He ropesia keJlaHueM BeTpedatbesi. X mpexHsis 61m3octs ucuesna. [lostomy,
npocTo Tak MusieHa He rpuInia Okl — ei YTo TO OBUIO HAJIO.

— Mue TBOsI momoIb HyxHa! — moATBepauIa Meiciu Mapunsl cectpa — Bephee, nmomortibs
Mopuca.

skkosk

A B HOUHOM Oape 0Telisi rpemMeria BeuepruHKa, U ee IIEHTPOM, 3aKUrajikor Obiia JlaHa, kotopyio,
YyTb paHbllle, 3a0pai orciofa [IeH, 1 KoTopast OnsiTh BEpHYJIach, YTO Obl BECEIUTHCS.

Omna cMesiace, TaHIleBasa, nena, aupToBaia M 1eJ10BaIach, HAPOIANYIo, 1aps HaAeK1ly Ha
B3aMMHYIO JTIOOOBb KaXJIOMY, KTO MOMAaJICs Ha ee MyTH, U ObUI, Oojee MeHee, CUMITaTHYHbIM. [la,
UMIIepaTpuIia n300paxania JEerkoJOCTYIHYIO JEBHILy, OTOMY 4TO €l ObUIO OJMHOKO, M XOTEJIOCh
moOBU 1 BceoOmero odoxanus. M oHa 310 0o60kaHue NomyJania, U Hacaak/aanach, 3ariymas 0oib
oT xonoza JleasHoro npuHIA 1 Tpe3peHust OOToB.

[No kpaiiHeid Mmepe, B MUpE JIIOZIEH, U HA STOM MaTh TOXE, OHA HE YCIIBIIIUT OPOIIEHHOE BCIIe,
yHUUMKUTEIbHOE ¢10BO "TlomykpoBka!"”

skkosk

— Mopuc He cornacutcsi! — ckazaiia MapuHa, BBICITYIIIAB CECTPY.

— INouemy? — Bozpaszwia MuieHa — Emy Bce paBHo. Ho, He Bce paBHO, €CJM Thl TIONPOCHIIIb.

— A pasneiie uyto? — cnpocuia, Haxmypsick, Mapuna — [Torom, Bopuu?

— He xouy ceiHa 6e3 poaureneit octapisaTh! — orBetiiia Musena — [Tycts bopud sxuBert, moka!

— B cmbicrie, 6e3 ponuteneii? A Toi? Thl uTO 3agymaiia? — BOCKJIMKHYIa MapuHa.

— A s yiiny! — orBetma Musena — U 6yny ®uTh B TBOEM 3aMKe, B 3alagHbIX 3eMIIsX, eClu
THI He TIPOTUB. Thl TAM He ObIBaCIITh, HACKOJIBKO s 3HAIO, U PE3UACHITNIO TIepeHeCa.

— B 3amke Ckuniepa? 1o HeBO3MOXHO! — mpon3Hecia MapuHa — OH Terepb MyCcTou, 3a0po-
meHHbiii! M B Hem omacHo! HemsBecTHO, uTO MOXeT ObITh B ero mofasaiax! 51 maxke, He mpoBepsiia
ux! Borocek! 4, Boruas CmepTn, 6010Ch TOTO, YTO MOXKET OBITh B TEX MOABaJax !

MuneHa 3Hana, 4TO B MojiBajax. BepHee, B OfHOM. ..

— A g He 6010ch! — ynpIOHYIack oHa — [ToroBopuiis ¢ Mopucom?

— IloroBopio! — cornacunace Mapuna. Wnes cectpel, npuBiedb AJis BOIUIOUIEHUS TUIAHOB

Mopuca, eii He HpaBUJIach, HO MapuHa Obuta MuiieHe ToIKHA — 32 PeJaTesbCTBO.
keksk
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3amok Ckumnepa Obul 3a0poriieH, Ho He mycT. [1o ero orpoMHbIM, MpPa4HBIM U TYCTBIM 3aJIaM
O6pomun Boixos, o0 yem HU MapurHa, He ObIBaloIas B 3aMKe, HU ee CecTpa, COOMPAIOIasiCs TaM JKUTb,
HE 3HaJIM.

keksk

VY oKkHa OOBIYHON KyXHM OOBIYHOW "XPYIIEBCKOW" KBAPTUPBI CTOST MYKHUYOK JIET COPOKa, U
CMOTpeEJ, KaK ero jkeHa ’KapuT KorieTsl. OH H3HEMOTraJl OT armneTUTHOTO 3aaxa, u YTo Obl OTBJIEYbCS
OT OKHUJaHUsI 00ea, TOCMOTpPEs B OKHO U CKa3all:

— Takoe xapkoe jieTo — He K 100py!

— A o mHe, Tak 1 myctb! Kak Ha 1orax! — oTBeTHIa %eHa, epeBopaurBasi KOTJIETHI JIOMIATKOM.

— DTO TOJILKO HAyajao! — CIJIOTHYB, MPOIOIKUAI MYKUUYOK — DTO KJIMMATUUYECKOE OpYKUE,
touno! buonorudeckoe yxe ObuTo — BUpYC. A Briepenu. .. He 3Hato, kak Ha3BaTh! MyTaHTBI MOSIBATCS.
MyTaHTOB Ha HAC HAITYCTST.

— Oi1, He Meru! — MaxHyna Ha Hero keHa — Kakue ere MmyTaHTbI?

[Tocpeny kyxHu NMOSBUIACH SICBIHSA.

MyXHYOK CMOTpeJ Ha Hee ¢ yKacoM, ¥ IISATHICS Orke K OKHY, HO yIepcsl 3a/IHUIIEH B XOJIO/I-
HbIE, 110 JIeTy, OaTtapeu, ¥ MOHSLI, YTO OTCTYNATh AaJIbIlle HEKy/a. . .

7KeHa BCKpuKHyJa M ypOHWJIA JIONIATKy, KOTopas yrnana fIcelHe Ha samy.

— Ka-p-p-p! — obmxenHo kapknyna fcbiHs. B Takoii cuTyary oHa pensiia NpuKUHYTCSI BOPO-
HO, CJIy4aiiHO 3aJIETeBIIIEH B KBAPTUPY.

MyX)H4OK, Meyach y OKHa B TIOUCKaX YKPBITHUS, CIOTKHYJICS O BEAPO, CTOSAALIEE Ha MOy, U yIiall
Ha 3a/IHUILY.

Benpo Toxe ynano, Ha OOK, ¥ IOKATUJIOCh, TTOJ] HOTH JKEHE.

Kena nepeOupana HOramu, NOINPHITUBasi, OyATO TaHIys, BO3Je BeIpa, BU3KA M 3aKpbIBast
PpYKamHu rpy/ab, CJIOBHO CAMOE LIEHHOE.

— WzBunnurte! — ckazana SIcpiHs, Mcuesna, U MOsIBUIIACh B JPYTroi KBApTHpPE, TOXKE Ha KyXHE, T/ie
3a CTOJIOM cujiesia AJieHa ¥ Iia Yail, KOTOpBIid U MpoJiuiia, OT HEOXKUJAHHOCTH, Ha Jyiany SIceiHe, Ty
caMylo, KOTopasi yke MoCTpajiajia OT KyXOHHOM JIONATKH.

SIchIHA MUCKHYIA U 3aTpsiciia JIarou.

— Schns! — BckpukHyna Anena — Hanyrana! O npocty, st Te0st oOmma!

— U 1ebs Hamyrana? — B3MaxHyJsa KpbutioM Sckis — 4 B uyxkylo kBaptupy nonana! I[Tpencras-
nsiens! Jliopedt 1o cmeptu ucmyrasna!

— Jla b1 yTO? — axHyna AJjeHa.

— a! — ykopusneHHO ckazaiia fckiHs — Yto Tedbe mprCHuymiIo KUTh B KBapTHPE, KOoraa y Te0s
JIOM €CTh?

U ycenace 3a cron.

— Jlom borpana, He moii! — orBetnna AneHa — B 3Toii cutyaiuu Korja s Ofsith C .... — OHA
3aMoJTJasa, 3aTeM crpocuia — Yem Te0s1 yroctuthb?

— Hy... a gero 6bI THI cama xoTesa? — MoMHTEpecoBayiach SICHIHS.

— Xapenoi1 kypuusl! — nogymas, oTBeTuia AsieHa

ScpiHda Monmuana.

— Oii, mpoctu! — BockmkHYyJa AneHa — I He momymana! Ipoctu! [laBaii npyroe uro- HUOyIb,
YTO cama XOo4dellb!

— Huuero crpamnoro! — cyxo ckazana fAceiasg — Kypuna tak kypunal

W Ha crone nossBUIOCH OO0 € KAPEHBIM LIBITUIEHKOM.

— Tak nouyemy Tbl nepeexasia? — MOBTOPKUIIa BONIPOC SICHIHS.

— Jlom Bormana. Cam oH nipona, Kyna-1o. borgan Obi1 MOMM KeHUXOM, a s ¢ Biagom. .. Kak
s1 MOTY OCTaThCs B €ro jjome?

— Tl eb KypouKy-TO, elib!— cka3aia SIchHSA, OJOoIBUHYIA AJIEHE LIBIIIJIEHKA U MPOAOJIKUIA
— A B OGnakax xuth He xouels? C rocioguHoM Biaganowm.

10
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— Her, tonbko He Tam! Tam Bce poku BOPOTSAT, MMOTOMY YTO OHM OOTH, a 1 HUKTO. VI, MBI ¢
Bragom nopyranmce. S ckazana, uro Obl He TpuxoawI, oka borgan He Haiinercs. Y, oH He 3Haer,
4TO 5 Mepeexaiia. SIChIHSA, Thl eMy HE TOBOPH, NOXKalyicTa!

— Ilouemy He rOBOPUTH? — yAUBUJIACH ITUIICACBYIIKA.

— He HyxHO Ham Gombinie BugeThesi! Bot, cMoTpu! — ckazana AJieHa ¥ IPUIBUHYJIA CBOE JIUIIO
K Juny SAceian — Bunuis? Mopimna! § crapero! A oH — Her!

— He Buxy MopiuH! — paccMOTpeB, CO BCEX CTOPOH AJIHMHO JIMIO, cKazana Sceis — TebGe
MoKa3aJiock! A s Tak Hajeslach, 4TO y Bac pebeHodek OyneT! — oHa B3oXHYA U job6aBmia — O0e-
1210, He CKaxy!

AJeHa 3HaJ1a, YTO MTHILIA OOCIIaHKI He CIICPIKHT, U OYSHb Ha 3TO HAJIeslIaCh — IEPBON MUPHUTHCS
¢ Biaom oHa He xotena. A Tak — SIcbIHA pacCKaxkeT, rjae OHa, U OH IPUJET. ..

— Tel Beib He OepemMeHHa? — MOMHTEPECcOBaJIaCh MTHUIIA.

— A y 1ebs1, Besib, €CTh JIETU? — HE OTBETUB Ha BOIIPOC, CIIPOCHIIa AJIeHa.

— Ectb! — ynbiGHynacey fAckinsa — Beipocnu, pasnetucs. Bemue ntuisl Besae HyxkHbl! KuByT
BCE XOPOIII0, MHOTO 3apadaThIBaIOT !

— A kto0 ux oren? Trl HUKOI/IA HE pacckasbiBajia! — MPOIOIKMIIA OTIBITHIBATHCS AJleHa.

— ®enukc, Oynb OH He JafeH! — MpayHo ckazana SIchHs.

— OH Bac 6pocmi? — COYYBCTBEHHO CIIPOCHIIA JIEBYIIIKA.

— XM..— ycMexHyJach ntura — OH caMOCKercsi, OMOJIa)KMBasiCh, TOTOM BO3POAWJICS, U HUYETO
He noMHWI. HOBEHbKUM CTaJl, Kak TOJIBKO 4TO poxaeHHbIN! M MeHst He moMHWI, U geteil. ['ajn Takoi!

SlcpIHA B3OOXHY/IA U CIIPOCHIIA!

— Tsl TOuHO He GepeMeHHa?

AJleHa OTpUIIATeIbHO MOKavyasia roJoBOu.

— Xwm... Tsl emb KypouKy-To!— HacTauBaJia ITULA.

skkook

Korma SlchiHs mosiBuiach B MOKOsIX Biaga, oH cuaen 3a CTOJIOM, W mevartayl Ha HOyTOyKe,
MOCMaTpHUBasi HA SKPaH,

— 3napaBcTByi, 6or Bnagan! Yem 3aHAT?— cripocuiia NTUIia.

— Wy, yem nomous Mopucy, uiu [deny!

— B unTepHere unienis? — yauBuiach SIChHs.

— He coBcem. CMoTpIO, I/ie HAXOAATCS HYKHbIe MHe KHUTUA. HO, GONBITMHCTBO U3 HUX CUMTA-
I0TCSI YTePSIHHBIMH. .. AJIeHa MHe TOJICKa3aa 3Ty UJel0 — BOCHOIb30BaThesl nHTEpHeTOM. Hy, pac-
ckasbiBail! OHa Bce ellle oiepxuma nouckamu Cesitoropa?

— Ona niepeexasia, v XHUBET TeNlepb B KBapTUpE.

— Bot kak? Jlaxe He cka3zana!

— Omna He X04eT, YTO OBl THI 3HAJ!

— He xouer, u He Hamo! U g He xouy 00 3ToM 3Hath. [lyckail xuBer, 63 MeHs, pa3 el Tak
nyyiie!

— Ona nymaer, uto crapeer! A ol Het! [ToaTOMy, Bam Helb3s1 ObITh BMecTe !

— Cnacu60, SIchiHS, MOXEIIb OTIPABJISTHCS JTOMOI!

— A emme, AseHa. ..

— 51 He xouy o He#l ciymiath! la, s1 mompocui y3HaThb, Bee JIM Y Hee B nopske! Pa3 Bce xopoito,
MeHsI 3HaTh He XOYeT, U CKyJaeT 1o CBsToropy — mycth cede u xkuBeT. borjgan HalaeTcs, OHU TIoxe-
HATCS U OyayT cyacTmBbl. OHU M TaK CTOJBKO JIET BMecTe, Opak (hOpMaJIbHOCTh. A 5 IIPOCTO BJIE3,

HE B TEMY...
—Ho... — fIcpiHS onATh MoMbITaNaCh CKa3aTh Biiagany BakHYI0 HOBOCTb, @ OH OMSITh MepeOu
— Wau nomoii!

SlchiHs OCTOSIIa, YKOPU3HEHHO TOTJISI/IIBAs Ha HEBEKJIMBOTO OOra, M Mcyesa.
Brnan 3ax710mHY1 HOYTOYK ¥ B3JOXHYJI.
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keksk

B nokou Pagoropa, rae oH cras, yxe MHOrue rojel, Bouuid Mopuc u Musnena, kotopas cpasy
npuoOIM3MIach K ObIBIIEMY LIApIo, U yapuiia ero, HECKOJIbKO pa3, HokoM. KpoBb Opbi3HY/Ia BO BCe
CTOPOHBI — Ha JIMIO YOUHIIBL, €e OfeXk Iy, U Ha 1oji. HeckonbKo Kamesb rmonajao Ha KpacuBble Ty(hu
Mopuca. OH 0TOABUHYIICS.

MuwuieHa nipofomkuia 6uth Pagoropa Hoxom, Mopuc, mopiack, youpana KpoBb ¢ Tydeb.
BrinpsimuBIice, oH mocMotpen Ha MusieHy, KOTopasi Toxe BCsl ObUla B KPOBH.

— Omn, yxe MeptB! — ckazan Mopuc — [Noiiaemre, Terymka! Tonbko, mpuBenuTe cedst B MOPSIOK.

MuneHa yaapuia ObIBIIEro Lapsi B MOCIETHAN pa3, OCTABMIIA B HEM HOX, B3MaxXOM pyKu yopasia
c ce0s1 KpoBb, U TOILIA cIefoM 32 Mopucom, K Bbixoqy. Bece 310 Bpemsi, 1 BO BpeMsl yOWIACTBa, U
T0CJIe, ee JIUIO HUYETro He BhIpaxasio, OHa, OyATO Obl, BBHITOHSIA OOBIYHYIO Pa0OTY, HUYEM ee caMy,
HE 3aTparuBaiolyio.

OHHU BBIIUIM U3 TTOKOEB B 3aI.

B 3asne npemanu cityru, KTo e, ¢ 3akpbiThiMu I1a3amMu. Ho He Bee. [locpenu 3ama Bo3Bbiaics
reHepas CTOsH, M YIUBJIEHHO CMOTpeJ Ha ciyr, Ha Mopuca u Musneny.

— Yro ciyuusocs, Bamie BenmuuectBo? — cipocuit oH. Mopuc u MusieHa, u3yMJIeHHO, TsAeu
Ha HEero — re’epa’, No4eMy-To, He TIofIBEeprcsl BHyILeHuo Mopuca, He IOTYUHUIICSA, U HE YCHYII, Kak
BCE MPOYME.

CrosiH OBICTPO MOJIONIEN K ABEPSIM B MOKOU M PACIIAXHYIT UX.

Ha xpoBartu, Becb B KpOBH, C HOXKOM B I'pyay, Jiexan Pagorop.

I'enepan BeIXBaTHII MeY.

Mopwuc mMoida, pacTepssHHO cMoTpet Ha Hero. A CTosiH, ¢ OOHa)XeHHBIM MEYOM, TPO3HO HACTY-
naJl Ha uMIeparopa. Mopuc NonsaTuiICs U NpUKajcs K CTEHE.

MusieHa B3MaxHyJ1a pyKou, reHepaJl MOIIATHYJICA, Kak OT MOpbIBa BETPa, U UCYE3.

— C Bamu Bce B mopsjke, Bame BenmuectBo? He Oecriokoiitech, OH He BepHeTcsi! — cKa-
3a1a Musiena, 03a004eHHO, ¥ 03aJaYeHHO CMOTPsI Ha MOOJIEAHEBIIETO, SIBHO UCITyTaHHOTO JleassHoro
MIPUHIIA.

[Mo3xe, xorma ciyru orMmepid, a Jlama oOHapyxuina youroro Pamoropa, Mopuca, Bo ABopiie
yXe He ObUIO.

Jlaga xpuyana u BbUIa, yIIaB Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIe MEPTBOIO Myxka, a MuJieHa ee ycrokauBaia u
MBITAIACH TIOTHSATH U YBECTH. . .
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I'1aBa BTOpas

Mopruc BepHyiics Ha Obnaka, Korna emy coooumm o cMeptu Pagoropa.

W cupen B cBOMX MOKOSIX, B CBOEM ABOpLE — ObIBIIEM J1BOpIie MapuHBI — BMECTE C HEl, XOTs
eMy HyKHO OBbLIO OTIIPABIISATHCSI B TPOHHBIH 3aJ1, HO IMIIepaTop OOsUICS Ty/a UITH, U OTTATUBAI STOT
MOMEHT.

— Yro ¢ Tod0#? — cripocuiia Mapuna — Tel paccTpoen u3-3a cmeptu Pagoropa?

— I'enepan CrosH He nopjaiics BHyweHuo. [louemy — He 3Hato! OH Bce BUzEN, U BCE TOMHUT!

— 9ro moxo! Tel yous ero?

— Ero MuneHa, Kyga-to, otnpasuia. A s He CMOT.

— B cmpIcre, HEe cMmor?

— 41 He ymelo yOuBarth, 1 He ymelo 3amuinarbest! S Tak Obu1 yBEpeH B CBOEH CHJIe, UTO HE YUMIICS
00eBbIM MCKYCCTBaM, He yuujcs cpaxarbes. f... Mama, a1 oyeHs ucnyraics! OH 11e1 Ha MeHs ¢
MEYOM, a 1 HU4ero He mor caenars. Mue crpamso! Jlo cux nop!

Mapuna o6Hs1a Mopuca.

— He 6ecrniokotics, st paz6epyck co CtosiHOM!

— A ecnu, eme Takoi nonazgercsa? S 6010ck UATH B TPOHHBIN 3a1!

— 4 pa36epych! — noBropuna 6oruns — Haiigy npuanny ero mHeBoctipunmunsoctr! Ho, mouemy
TBI HE 3aMOPO3WJI €70 AyIry?

— He nonyuunnoce, mama! {1 He 3Hat0, mouemy!

Mapuna HaxMypHJIach.

Nx pasroBop npeppasa 3arulakaHHas Jlana, Bomeamas B IOKOU.

— Bame Bennuectso, Bbl 3aHATHI? MHE HyKHO ¢ BaMU IIOTOBOPUTBH! — CKa3ajia OHa, AaXe He
MIOIIPUBETCTBOBAB CBEKPOBb — €1 ObLJIO HE JI0 IPUBETCTBUIA.

— Ha, Ero BenuectBo 3aHaT! — otBetmina 3a Mopuca Mapuna — [Ipuvute Hammm co0osie3HO-
BaHM{, B CBSI3M CO CMEPTHIO Balllero Jeayiku, Pagoropa. MiMnepartop BCTpeTUTCA ¢ BaMM IO3KE.
ITpomry Hac ocraBuTh, UMIiepaTpuLal

Jlana nocmotpesia Ha Mopuca, a OH Jaxxe He B3IVIHYJI Ha Hee, U OHa yIIUIa.

— CrosH Oosnblie He rpodnema, He aAymail o Hem! MeHs BosHyeT MusieHa! — cka3asia MapuHa
CbIHY.

— A 4ro ¢ Hein? — cnpocust MopHc, OTBJIEKIIUCH OT CBOMX JIyM.

— Tel cunTaems, ee noBeeHNE HOPMAIIBHO?

— s GoroB — na! — noskal re4amu umrnepatop — PaHblile, B IpeBHUE BpeMeHa, OOTH TOJIBKO
U JIeJIaJii, YTo YOUBAJIM JIpyT Jpyra.

— Ceiiuac He Te BpeMeHa! — Bo3pasuiia eMy Mathb — 5] 6010ch 3a ee 310poBbe! Thl 3HaellIb, 4TO
HAlll C Hell oTell, TBOM Aell, ObLT He COBCEM HOPMAJIbHBIM?

— 41 capian 06 stom!

— Murena Tosxe ObllTa HEMHOTO He B ceOe. A riuOeb OTIa, Ha HAIMX IJ1a3ax, CHJIbHO MOBJIHSIIA
Ha ee ncuxuky. OHa Besna ce0s, Kak UKWl 3Bepb, NMPATANach, pelyaja, Kycalachk...— paccKa3blBaja
6oruns — Ipunutock npumenuts Hektap 3a0Benus. Tenepb, Korja ee naMsaTh BEpHYJach, OOIOCh,
BEPHYJIUCh U TICUXUYECKUE TPOOJIEMBI.

— Terymka cymacmenmasn? — yrounut Mopuc.

— OHa MOXeT HaBpeouTh 1 cede, 1 Jaxe, Ham! — He TOBOps MpsIMO, MoATBepaniIa MapuHa —
Tebe npuaeTcsi BHYIIUTD € OMSTh BCE 3a0bITh.

— Xopouio, 4 caesna 310! — cornacuicss Mopuc, 1 onsTh BEpHYJICA MBICIAMU K reHepaiy Cro-

SIHY U CBOEMY CTpPaxy.
keksk
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Jlana BoIa B TEMHOE CBATUJIMILE, XJIONHYJIA B JIaJOIIH, 3aXuras (poHapu, U OCMOTPEJIACh.
Ha nuBane 3ameBenwmics Bonxos.

— T'ocrionun Bomxo! — o6panoBanack Jlana — Bel TyT? ['oBOpST, UTO BBI yMepiu! A BbI TYT!

— Xus sa! Ensa, xuB! Ocnaben, oueHb! — OTBEYA CTAPUK JAPOKAIIMM T'OJIOCOM.

— A 3TO BHI, WIN. ..

— Her, e Ckuriep! OH X1, OIHO Bpemsi, B MoeM Tese. Ero younu, u tenepb s CBOOOJIEH.
Tonbko, cnad. He e, 1aBHO! — %a100HO ITPOrOBOPUIT OH.

— Cuac!

Jlana B3MaxHysa pyKOH, Ha CTOJIEe TIOSIBUIIOCH OJTIONO C MTUPOTaMH.

— Bor, u nupoxku! — yneionynace Jlana — Bel ke ux moowmu! [ Tak paga, 4To B KHUBBI, HE
nepearb!

— Ox! Cnacu60! — mpou3Hec cTapuK U MPHUHSIICA kaaHO ecTh — Kak y Bac jena, Bame Benu-
4yecTBO?

— He vago mue BBIKaTh, M HasblBaTh Besmyectsom! S, kak Obuia CBeraHa, Tak M OCTAIACH!
Huuero He nzmenunocs!

— Xopomo, Ceeta, He Oyay BbIKaTh! — cormnacuicsi Boixos.

— Hena? laxe He 3Haio! OnHa s1, coBceM !— B3goxHy:1a Jlana.

— Kak Tak? — yquBuics crapuk.

— C oriom, Bopryem, Mbl He OJIM3KH, TOJIBKO 3HAKOMUMCS, Oadymika Jlaqa cMOTpUT KOco —
s ke nonykpoBka. Tonbko Oparuk, CinaBuk, MeHs TOOUT. A Tenepb, UM He 10 MeHs. ['ope y Hac,
nenymky Pagoropa youmm! — nedyanabHO cKas3ajia UMIIepaTpHIia.

— Youm? — nopasuics Bonxos — [la Te1 uto! KT0?

— HeusgecTHo!

— Ja yx, rope kakoe! Cobonesnyo! — 3aqyMunBo mpousHec BoJIXoOB, MbITasCh MOHATH, KTO
CMOT YOUTb OBIBILIETO LIAPsi, M PELIJI, YTO 3T0 MopuC — OOJbIlle HUKTO HE CMOT OBl

—Ho, y 1e6s xe myx, ummneparop Mopuc! OT Hero, pa3Be HET MOAAEPKKH ? — cripocuJ1 oH Jlany.

— Myx Mens uzberaet. Bor takue nena! — HeBecesio ycMexHy/1ach BecHa, He yTUBHUBIINCH, UTO
BoxoB 3HaeT u mpo ee 3aMyKecTBO, ¥ Mpo uMIieparopcTBo. OHa Obia 3aHSATa CBOUMHU MBICIISIMH,
Y CTapyKa MOYTH He Cllyliaja.

skkook

Pajorop oueHp Majio BpeMeHH NMPOBOIMII C CEMbEN, M MaJlo BHUMaHUS YIS CIHOBbSIM, HO,
OHU OTIIA JIIOOWJIH, ¥ er0o TUOeb CTaja I HUX YIapOM.

Bopuu cuzen Ha TpoHe, omycTuB rosioBy, Bnaa u Jlana crosuii psaioM ¢ HUM.

— Kak [len? — cnpocun bopuu Bnana.

— Ycnyn! — orBetnn Bnag, nonnmast 6ecriokorictBo bopruya — yBuzieB MmepTBoro otiia, JleH Bnan
B UCTEPUKY, PUCOEIMHMUBIINCH K phiaaoien Jlage. Binang 3anumancs ycnokoenueM [lena, a Jlaga
oCTajach Ha rorevyeHny bopuya, KOTOpHIA M caM eBa He Phla, HO JAEpXKaics, KaK IJaBa CEeMbH,
OTBETCTBEHHBII 3a Hee.

— A marymika? — cripocu Bian.

— C neit Musiena!

[MosiBuscst Mopuc, co CBUTO# CIIyT, U MOJOIIEN K TPOHY.

Bnan cnenan mar emy Ha BeTpedy, JlaHa Toke KauHyJ1ach B €ro CTOpOHYy, HO Mopwuc mnpoiiesn
MHUMO, He IJIsi/1s1 HA HUX, ¥ OCTAaHOBWJICS BO3Jie boprua, He Mo310pOBaBIINCH U C HAM.

Bopuu mepm, cepist Mopurca ogo3pUTeNbHbIM B3IJIS10M, TOT %€ MOJIYa CTOSUT BO3JIE HETO,
PaBHOIYIIIHO CMOTPA B IV1a3a. BhIBIIMI 1aph, BCETO JIMLIb, 3aMEIIAIOIINI UMIIEPATOPa B €0 OTCYT-
CTBUE, MIOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK JIeJSTHOW XOJIOJ IIPOHMKAET B AYIITy, BCTAJ C TPOHA.

— IlpuserctByio, Bame BennuectBo! — ckaszan oH u orouiesn. Mopuc ces Ha TPOH.

[TosiBritace MapuHa, Bctana psgom ¢ Biagom.

— A Tebe uTo TYT Hajg0? — PeIKHYM Ha Hee bopuu.
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— 51 matb mmmiepatopa! Mory ObITh, Tie XO4y U KOTjia X04y! — OrpbI3HYJIach OOTHHS.

— 310, KTO-TO U3 Bac! BosbIlie HEeKOMY KeslaTh 3J1a OTILy! — C:KaB KyJIaKu, TOPbKO U 3710 CKa3ajl
Bopnu.

— Jla y, Ham ecTb 3a YTO HeHaBUJETh Pajioropa! — nmpousHeciaa MapuHa, CKpUBUBIIKCS.

— Mapuna! — ogepnyi ee Bias.

— Be3 tBoei momoru, Mopuc, HUKTO Obl He BOIIIE) B ITOKOM OTiia! — mponosskut bopud, obpa-
I1asiCh K UMIIEpaTopy.

— Hac 1yt He 6buT0! — BOCK/IMKHYJIa MaprHa — MOpHC TOJBKO ceiiuac BepHYJICs !

— 4 pa3b6epych! — nponsHec Mopuc, BCTajl ¢ TpOHa, U BBIIIEN, TaK M He B3IJISIHYB HU HA OTIIA,
HU Ha JXeHY, U IPUYUHUB STUM UM OOJIb.

OH czenan 310 He €O 371a — B €ro Jyllle [apuid CMATEHHe U CTpax, U OH HUKOTO He 3aMeyal,
MOTPYKEHHBIN B CBOM MBICIIH.

skkosk

Jlana, He xenasi pacctaBarbCsi ¢ BoxoBoM, MpurBena ero BO JIBOpell MMIIEpaTopa, B CBOUMHU
MOKOM, KOTOPBIE OHA BBIOpasia U 0OyCTpOUIIA ellle JI0 OThe3/a.

— Bot, MoxeTe KuTh 3/1eCh! TO MOM IMOKOM, MO IMTOJIOBMHA ABOpIa! 3aHnManTe o0y KOM-
HaTy, HO, HEe XO[UTe HUTJEe, He MonaJaiTech Ha I1a3a ummnepartopy!

Bonxos nokyionuics.

— Most 6iarogapHOCTb He 3HAaeT rpaHuy!

OcraBuB crapuka, JlaHa moruia Ha IOXOPOHBI IeAyIIKH, a BonxoB ornpaBuics B 3aMok Cku-
riepa — y Hero Tam ObUTH JeIa.

kk

INocpenu moss cnoxkeH OrpoOMHBIN KocTep 13 OpeBeH, Ha HeM Jiexauio Tesno Pagoropa.

Bosne kocrpa crosia Jlana, ee nopaepxuBaiy, nox pyku, bopuu u Munena, pagom ¢ HUMHA
Hen u CnaBuk, a B CTOPOHE, B OJIMHOYECTBE, cTosiia JlaHa.

[Tomomum Mapuna u Bnan.

Bbopuu, B3maxom pyku, nopxer kocrep, Jlaga 3apsiana, Jlana, bopuu u JleH Toxe 3aruiakaim.
Bopuu mocMarpuBas Ha I04b, QyMasi, YTO HAJO MOJOUTH U MOJJIepXkaTh, HO, e Obl OH OCTaBUII
Jlany, oHa, obeccuieHHasi OECKOHEUHBIMH Clie3aMH, pocTo yrnana oel. U JleH, Bo3aMoxkHO Toxe. U
OH OCTaJICSl ¢ HUMH, a JlaHa ropeBasa B OMMHOUYECTBE.

Brnan 6611 evasien — kak Obl Tam He ObL10, Pajiorop cumnrascs ero otioM. MaprHa Toxe cienana
CKOpOHOE JIUII0, HO B AYIIe JIMKOBAJIA.

Kocrep nosneixain, cxuras teno Pagoropa.

skkook

MuieHa, Opofsi, ¢ 6ecCMBICTIEHHBIM BBIpaKEHHEM JIUIIA, 10 3ajiaM ObiBIero 3aMka Ckuriepa,
HaTKHysach Ha BonmxoBa. OHa ero He y3Hana, U CIIpOCHJIa:

— Thl KTO?

Bonxos nokyionuics.

—Tocnoxa, s1 6bIBIIMIA K per] 6ora Bnagana! OH MeHs OTITyCTUII, 2 UATH MHe, HeKyaa! 3Has, 4To
9TOT 3aMOK ITyCTYeT, AyMaJ, MOXUBY 371ech! He mporonsiite, MHe KUTh HEJOJITO, 51 CTap M HEMOIIIeH!

— He nmomanmaiica Mue Ha m1a3a! — Besnena MuieHa, U IoIUIa Jajiblile.

BoxoB onsiTh MOKJIOHWIICS, €/ BClell, ¥ OTIPAaBUIICS BO JiBopell. EMy ObUIO Tskeno, B CTONb
MPEKJIOHHOM BO3PACcTe HOCUTCS Ty/a-CIofia, KaK YropeaoMy, HO, UTO MOfeNaTh, €CIIU HAJIO.

skkook

VYcranas rpycrHas Jlana cujena Ha KpoBaTH, a BO3Jie Hee CTOs1 BOXoB .

— He nevasnbcst, Ceera! Tol Pagoropa u He 3Hana! — ycrokanBasl OH UMITEPATPHUILY.

— Bor umenno! Tak u He mpuuioch, y3HaTh JeAyIIKy! — B31oxHy/a JlaHa, U mocMoTpena Ha
Bosnxoga.

— INouemy BbI 30BeTe MeHsi CBeToi? — CITpOCHIIa OHa.
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B ee ronoBe BO3HUKIJIM CMYTHBIE TIOAO3PEHHUS. . .

— ThI cama ckazana...— pacTepsiicsl CTapUK.

— 4 Jlana, a He CBeta! — HaxMypuIach UMITEpaTPHIIA, HO, YCIIbIIIIAJIA Toj0ca Y ABEpel B CBOM
MOKOM U cKazaJsia BosxoBy:

— IIpsustecs! Brictpo!

BosnxoB ckpbUICs B CMEXKHOW KOMHATe, a MOKOsIX MosiBuiiack MapuHa.

Bo nBopue npasutens O6nakos 3anpemieno [TOABJIATBCA, ny:xxno BXOJUTD, kak nosno-
KEHO, uepe3 JBepb. TakoB OMH U3 3aKOHOB, M Moprc ero He oTMeHm1. Ho, MapuHa, Kak Math MMIie-
paropa, cuuTaia, 4to e 3akoHbl He nucanbl, u [TOABJIAJIACD, rae xotena, u Kak xoTtena.

— 3ppasctByiite, Bame BenmnuectBo! — ckaszana oHa, 0e3 mouteHus 1 nokjaoHa —lmmneparop
MIPOCWJT TIepejaTh, YTO 3aBTpa MPUMET Bac.

— Brnaropapio, 6orunsi! — HY 32 4TO Ha cBeTe JlaHa He HA30BET MaTh My’Ka, TOBUHHYIO BO MHOTHX
HECYacThsIX ee CeMbH, MaTymkou! — § yxe He kemnaio BuneTs umneparopa!l Ornana HeOOXOIUMOCTb.

— He BoiexuBaiics! — rpy6o obopsaia ee Mapuna — Mopuc noTpsiceH cMepTthio Pagoropa, xots
HE T0/IaeT BU/A, IOITOMY, M He TTOrOBOPHII C TOOOH. YBUAUTECDH, MTOOOIAETECh, M BCE HAJIATUTCS !

— B aToM Het Hyxabl! — ynpsamunach Jlana

— s eGe HeT, a 1yist Mopuca ects! — pousHecia Mapuna — 1 xouy, 4To Obl y HEero Bce ObLIO
xoportro. be3 Teds emy Xoporo He Oyrer.

— Hy, xoHeuHo! — ycMexHysach JlaHa.

— OH 1100UT TEOSI, HO OTTAJIKUBAET, OECIIOKOSICH O TBOEH Oe30macHocTH! — cKa3zayia MaTh UMIIE-
paropa.

— A... — Jlana BcTpeneHysach, 1 Bes 3acusiia — OTKyaa Bbl 310 3HaeTe? Bbl He ommbaerech? —
C HaJeX0M CIPOCUIa OHA.

— Mopuc roBopust MHe 00 3TOM! — moaTBepAMIa MapuHa.

— T'oBoput uto mobut MeHs? — yrounuia BecHa, 00sich BEpUTb.

— Ja. A Th1, moOub ero? — cripocuia 3uma — ['0TOBa, MHOTHIM TIOKePTBOBATh, UTO ObI OBITH
C HUM?

— O uem BbI? — He noHs11a JlaHa.

— Ectb cnioco0 caemnath Tebst HEBOCIPUUMYUBOM K €0 Sy.

— Jla? CkaxuTe, Kak 9TO caesaTh! — He pa3ayMbIBasi, OIJIACKIIACh IEBYIIKA.

— ¥V mens ectb nekapcTBo! — ckazana MapuHa — BeInuB ero, Tl cMOXelb ObITh ¢ MOpHCOM.
Ho, craHels Takou ke s1IOBUTOM !

— 4 cornacHa! — BockmkHysa Jlana.

— Tebe npueTcst 0OTKA3aThCsl OT MHOTUX PAJIOCTEH KU3HU, U OT OJIM3KUX JOfeH | —mpeaynpe-
auna Mapuna.

— Her y mens 6mskux! JlaBaiite jgekapcTBo!

B pyke y Mapunbl nosiBuicst (pj1akoHUMK, OHa oTana ero Jlane.

— Bl He oOMaHbIBaeTe? — cripocuiia AEBYIIIKA, CIerka HACTOPOXUBIIUCH. OHA BCIOMHMJIA, UTO
MapuHe BEpUTD HEJIb3sl.

— 4l He cpenaro 371a TOMY, KTO AOpOT ChiHY. EAMHCTBeHHAst MOsI LIeJTh — YTO OBl OH ObLT CYaCTIIMB!
Mopuc ceituac criut. [Ipumu jiekapcTBo, U UaM K Hemy!— ckazana MapuHa, U ucuesna, Jake He
MO POIIABIIIUC.

Jlana oTkpbuIa (pJIAKOH M BBINWJIA COAEPKUMOE, He TIOKOIeOaBIIMCh HA CeKyHIpl. OHa 3aKaril-
JIS171aCh, CXBATUJIACh 32 TPYAb M yIasia Ha TIOJL.

...Mopuc 6e3MsTeXHO Criasl B CBOEW MOCTENIM, HUUEro He 3Hasi O MPOUCXOMSAIIEM B JIPyroi
TMOJIOBUHE UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA.

A Bo3Jie Hero crosin BoixoB, 1 3100Has1 ycMellKa Ha ero JiMie He CyJIuIa HIYero XOpoIIero.
Takas ycMmelika HUKOT/Ia He OblJla CBOMCTBEHHA Kpeily Binagana, a BOT y KopoJist 3anagHbIx 3emMerb,
MIPY €T0 JKM3HU, OHA He CXOIuIa ¢ ryo. ..
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keksk

[No nmpuTbHOMY KOpHIIOPY MoABajia ObiBliero CKUMepoBa 3aMKa , C TOJICTHIMUA KHAPIUYHBIMU
CTEHAMH, M1 MHOXECTBOM JIBepell 1Mo 00e CTOpOHBI, Xoauiaa MujeHa U OTKpbIBaia IBEPH, OHY 32
OPYroil.

— Huuero crparHoro B 3Tux noxgsaiax Het! — 6opmorana ona — [lycTeie TIOpeMHbIE KaMephl,
u tobko! Ho, rie xe Ta, Kotopas. ..

skkosk

Jlana o4yHynach MMHYT Yepe3 COPOK, BCTaJla C MoJ1a U cejla Ha KpoBaTh. UyBcTBOBaIA OHA cels
XOpOIIIO, TaK ke, KaK O MPUHATHUSA 512, O0Jb B TPYAU MPOIILIA COBEPIIEHHO.

BamaxnyB pykoit, JlaHa mocraBuia y KpoBaTy rOpIIOK C IIBETKOM, U MOTporajia ero. LipeTok
MOYEPHEIT M ChEKHUIICS.

— Ha! 4 anoBuras!

JpyriuM B3mMaxoM oHa "BbUIeUrsIa" IBETOK, IOTOMY 4TO JIIOOMIIA BCE JKMBOE, U HE XOTesa Bpe-
IUTH JJaKe PACTEHUIO.

Jlana Gpocuiacsk K 3epkaity, ¥ IpUHsIach HABOAWTHL KpacoTy. OH MeHsi1a Oefbe, BHIOMpast Bce
6onee coOa3HUTEbHBIE BAPUAHTHI, TOTOM BOBCE OT HETO OTKa3aJlach, HAKMHYB HA rOJIOe TeJIO MOy-
MIPO3pavYHbIi, HO POMaHTHYHBIN, IT0 €€ MHEHUIO, TICHbI0Ap, U IPUHsLIACK 3a IpruecKy. [lepernpoOoBan
HECKOJIbKO BapPUAHTOB, OHA OCTAHOBWJIACH Ha "JIETKOM Oecriopsijike”, Kakol ObIBaeT 10 yTpam, Mocie
cHa. [Torom mpuiuia oyepenp AyxoB, KOTOpble OHA BbIOMpasia He MeHee moiy4vaca. Hakoner, Jlana
ocTanach cOOO¥ JOBOJIbHA, M HAIEB, KK TIOCICAHUH IITPUX, CEPIU C JPAKOHYMKAMH, PEUCTIONHEH-
Hasi BOJIHEHUS M MTPEIBKYIIEHUSI, OHa OTIPABUJIACH B CTIAJIBHIO UMIIEPaTOpA.

Ho, Mopuca tam He ObLJI0, XOTsI, HECOMHEHHO, OH TOJIbKO UTO CIaJl Ha KPOBATH, CYAs 110 CMSi-
THIM TIOJIyIIIKaM, KOTOPBIE eIlle X PaHUJIH TEIUIO ero Teja, U OTKUHYTOMY OZEsLTy.

-, e xe To1? — cnipocuia Jlana, 1, HeAOATO AyMasi, YJeraach B OCTeNb, PEINOIOKUB, UTO
Mopwuc BBIIIIEN IO CBOUM HAI00HOCTSIM, U CKOPO BEPHETCS.

skkook

Jlana cupena B Kpeclie y OKHa, ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha TIapK, MOrpyXeHHasi B CBOM TOPECTHBIE MBICIH.

V3ke MHOTO JieT OHU He Obln ¢ Pagoropom oco60 Oi13Ku — J1I000Bb M CTPACTh, 00beIMHUBIIIAS
UX B I0HOCTH, ¥ 3aCTaBMBIIasi Pajioropa oty Harnepekop poauTesisiM, 4To B T€ BpeMs BOOOIIe ObUIO
HEMBICJIIMO, OBICTPO TPOIILIa, HE OCTABMB B3aMeH Hudero. OHu craimm ayxkumu. Pagoropy Osu1o Bce
paBHo Ha Jlany, 1, B 00I1IeM-TO, BCE paBHO Ha UX JeTel — OH OYeHb MaJIo 0OpaIlal Ha HUX BHUMaHUS,
MPAaKTHUECKH He 00IIasiCh C HUIMH, U ITOYTH HE MPUHUMAs] yJacTHsl B X BOCIIMTAHHUHU, XOTsI CHIHOBEH
CBOMX, HECOMHEHHO, JIIoOw1, a Bopruem erte u ropawics. Takoit yx oH ObLI, ee TOKOUHbIN Myk. Ho,
OH BCE€ paBHO ObLT OJM3KHUM JJIs1 Hee U POAHBIM, ObUT 3AIMTONW W OMOPOM, MHOTHE Tofsl... U BOT,
ero He CTaJo. ..

Munena cunena psgom ¢ Jlamoit — bBopud nmonpocuit ee He OCTaBIsATh MaTyIIKy oaHy. OHa
cMmotpesna Ha Borunio JIo6BY, 1 BUe a 0OBIYHYIO, CTa0yIo M XPYIIKYIO KeHIUHY . .. OHa Takas cia-
Oast 1 cTapasi, HSCCMOTpPsI Ha BHEIITHOCTb. .. A MuieHa MoJiofasi ¥ CUjIbHasi, B CAMOM pacIBeTe CUJ,
Maru4eckux U (pu3M4ecKux....

MusieHa nofonuia K CTOJIMKY, Ha KOTOPbIM CTOSUI YalHbIA CEpBU3, COrpena, MPUJIOKUB PyKY
K YallHUKY, BOLy, U czienaiia Jlane vaii. B3sB yaiiky, U, MUJIO yibI0asich, OHA TIOJOILTA K CBEKPOBH.
Jlaja Tak 1 cMOTpesia B OKHO, JJake He B3IISIHYB Ha MuieHy.

B pyke MusieHsl IOSIBUWICS] HOXK, OHA 3aMaxHyJ1ach, M OTJIETEB K CTEHe, yAapuiachk 00 Hee Tak
CUJIbHO, YTO MOTepsiyia CO3HAHKE, U yIasia Ha TMOJ, BHIPOHUB HOXK.

Korga ona ounynace, Bo3iie Hee crosiia Jlaga.

— Taxk Bot k1O YOMI Moero myxa! He oxxuniana, 9ro 310 Thi!

Jlaga Hactynuia Horoi Ha pyky MusieHsl.
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— Heyxenu ThI Tymaeriib, YT0 CMOXeIlb YOUTh ThicsuesieTHIo 6oruHn? C Pagoropom mnoy-
YUJIOCh, IOTOMY 4TO OH criait. [Togymars Tonmbko! CTONBKO JIET MPUTBOpPsIach OECCIOBECHOM TYITH-
1Iei, BBDKUaIa cBOoero vaca! A Terneps, Thl TIOATBEPAUIIb, YTO TToMoraiu Tede Mapuna u Mopuc!

Munena monmuana. Tskenasi, Kak rpo3oBasi Ty4a, CUjia ApeBHEH OOTMHM JaBuja Ha Hee, He
MO3BOJISASL AAaKe IIEBEIbHYThCS.

Jlana kuayna B MwieHy MonHu0, MujieHa KaJloOHO, TOHKO BCKPUKHYJIA.

—T'oBopu! — rpo3Ho BockivkHya Jlaga.

— Onu HU ipy yem! — cMoryia mpousHectd MusieHa — § ofHa ero youna!

Jlanga nmoxHsIa pyKy, COOMpAsCh ONMSITh KWHYTh MOJIHUIO, WJIH, YIAPUTh HEBECTKY YeM-HUOYIb
OPYr'UM — KTO 3HAET, KaKoe elle OpyXkHe ecTh B €€ apceHale. ..

— Cvmntyiitech, Marymka! ... 9 6epemenna! [omanure cBoero BHyKa! — 3akpryasia MuieHa
U ToTepsiyia CO3HaHUe, He B CUJlax OOJIbIle TepIeTh JaBieHre OOTMHU.

Jlanma crosina y KjieTku, Ha Moy KOTOpou Jieskaia MusieHa.

Knerka Haxoguiack B moziBajie aBopiia Jlagel, Kyna u3 MoKOeB ObIBIIECH IAPHUIIBHI BEJl TAHBIN
X071, 0 KOTOpOM He 3Has1 HUKTO. [loiBas 3ToT ObLT Ha cTyvail, ecu Obl ApHIIe U €€ CEMbE MPHIILIOCH
npsratbes oT BparoB. Ho, B MupHoe Bpems, Jlaga ncnonp3oBaa ero Kak TIOpbMY, 3arvpasi IpoBH-
HUBILMXCsI paObIHb, UM JTIOOOBHUII CBOETO MYXka, KOTOPBIE ITPOCTO MPOMaIaiy, Oe3 cieaa. Yxe JTaBHO
HUKaKUX naccuii Pajoropa 3neck He ObiBasio — Jlaze crano Bce paBHO Ha MysKa U €ro PUKJTIOUeHHUs,
Ia ¥ paOblHb OHA TaK HE HaKa3blBaja, CTaB loOpee, Myapee, U CrioKkoiiHee. 1 BOT, ee iyHast TIopbMa
MIPUHsLJIA HOBYIO KEPTBY.

MusneHa OTKpbUIa I71a3a.

— Bepemenna, ropopuiib? — mpousHecia Jlaga — Buky, uro 6epemenna! 3HauuT, MoxuBeIlb,
MOKa peOEHOK He POIUTCs. 31eCh MOKUBEIIb !

— brnarogapio, marymika! — Thxo ckasasia Musena.

— Kakas s te6e marymika? — ckpuBuiach Jlaza.

— Ho...peGenky HyXHO Xopoiliee muTaHue! — ocMenuIach BhICKa3aTh MusieHa.

— 4 Gyny Tebs xoporo KopMuTh! — orBeTwIa Jlaga — M HMKOMY He ckaky, rae Tol. He mogam
BU/Ia, YTO 3HAI0, YTO MOM Bparn MapuHa u Mopuc. §1 Haligy criocod ot HUX U30aBUTCS! A ThI CHIM,
HACJIAXIalcs KU3HBI0, IOKa oHa ecTh! Tebe ocrasiock nosiroga!

W ona ynanmunacek, octaBuB MuieHy B KJIETKE.

A B Ipyroi KJIeTKe, B IpyI'OM MOJBaJIe JPyroro 1BopLa, HaXoJsAIErocs B JpyroM rocyaapcrse,
CHJeJ1, OIyCTUB rooBy, uMiiepatop Mopuc.
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I'1aBa Tperbst

Psnom ¢ umnepatopoMm, BO BTOPOii KJIETKE, C MOKOPEKEHHBIMU NPYThSIMU, HAXOJUJICS TeHepa
Crosn.

— Nmneparop! Bame Bennuecto!

Mopuc nogHsAn ronoy u nocMorpen Ha CrosHa. [IpuBbIYKa CKppIBaTh MBICJIU M SMOLIMM CBIT-
paJia v 31ech — UMITepaTop Kas3aJicsi CIOKOMHBIM M paBHOAYIIHBIM. Ha camoM fiesie, oH ObLT HACMEpTh
UCIIyTaH U PacTepsiH, TPOCHYBILMCH BMECTO CBOEU IOCTENHM B KJIETKE, HaxoasAmencs B CKUneposomM
3aMke. MecTo OH y3Hal, a Kak ciojia rnomnaj — He TOMHUL

— Hano BoiOupatbcs! — ckaszan remepan — Y MeHsl He TIOJy4HJIOCh, CITMIIIKOM TOJICTBIE TIPYThSI.
Ho Bbr. ..

— 9ro noapan Ckurnepoa 3amka! — npousHec Mopuc — 3zech onsaTh He padoTaeT marus. S
OeccuieH!

— JaBaiite nonpoOyem O6e3 maruu! — yropcreoBai CrosiH — Hajo ciiomars 3aMKH Ha KIleTke,
i ee camy. S yxe caenan nongena! g npopomky! Mbl Beioepemcs!

CrosiH B3s71cA 3a NPYThsl PEIIETKU U NMPUHSIICA THYTh uxX. HO, eMy mpuIioch NMpeKparurs,
MOTOMY YTO B I071BaJ Bowesa Bosixos.

— Tak u gyman, uro 310 Bel! ’Kus, 3HaunTt! — nponsnec Mopuc.

— Xpen Bnapana? — cripocunt CTosiH, pa3MbIlUIAs, JpyT BOLIEAIINM, WIXA Bpar.

— 3apascTByiiTe, nMneparop! — ckasan Bonxos, urHopupys remepaia — [la, oqHa yacts MeHs,
B 9TOM JIPSIXJIOM TeJte, BbukuiIa. [TocBsIeHHble He yOusu, 1a v Kak Obl MorId. .. OHHM Jilofy, a 51 6or!
OHM MeHd OTBA3AIM, U 51 IPUMEHNJI Maruio, BOT U BCe! — M pe3KO CMEHU TeMy — Bbl MHe He CbhIH!
Kaxkag xanocts!

Mopuc He otBeTri1. A CTOSIH HENOABUKHO 3aCThUI — OH HUYETO HE TOHUMAJL.

— 1 6bu1 TakMM XOpomM otHoM! — mpooykia Bomxos-Ckurnep — Yoeperan ot Becero! Barmm
CITOCOOHOCTH BEJIMKH, HO BBl Tak ys3BUMBI! S 3Hai, 1 obeperan. C Bamu ObUia MOS 3allUTa, MOSI
Marusi! — OH omMomyas 1 Jooasui — $1 oromiy Bameit matepu, 3a ooman! [punercs Bac yours! S
X04y 3a0paTh Balle TeJIOM, TAKOe MOJIOA0E U CHJIbHOE !

JIBepb TEMHMLIBI OTK PbLIAaCh, ¥ BOILIEN BBICOKHI Xy/101 OPIOHET C JJIMHHBIMU BojlocaMu. CKurnep
MOYTHUTEJILHO MOKJIOHWICS, XOT$, ¢ OOJIBHOM CIIMHOM 3TO OBUIO HE JIETKO.

— Penmnm npucoeqMHUTCS K HAllIEMY BECeJIblo, OTell? — CIIPOCKJI OH.

— IlpoBens CTONBKO BEKOB B OIMHOYECTBE, HA JHE MOps, U Oeceys, pa3Be 4To, C pplOoaMu, s
pan modomy obmmecTBy. He criemm ero yousars, modonrtaem!

— Ha nne mopa? — nzymiieHHo nosropui CTosiH — 10 *%e€ ... [Iparon! — BOCKJIIMKHYJI reHepa,
MIPUJIBHYB K pelleTKe.

— Jla, BBl MeHs Ha3bIBAIM 3TH MUMEHEM! — YXMBUIbHYJICS OpIOHET, M B3MaXOM PYKH OTKPBUI
kieTky CrosiHa. ['eHepas BhIIes, ¥ 3aCThUT B IOKJIOHE ITepe]] OPIOHETOM, 1O/ N3YMJICHHBIM B3IJISIOM
Mopuca.

Ckurep, To’e B3MaxHyB PyKOM, peoctaBui Jlparony Kpecio, a BTopoe, Oosiee CKpOMHOE, OH
NPUIBHHYJ cebe — CTapyK YCTaJl CTOSITh, J1a M CIMHA pa3dosenach — WIHM K HEeTorojie, Win MpruyiHa
OblIa B CBIPOM M XOJIOJIHOM KJIMMaTte 3arnaJHbIX 3eMelib, U OJIM30CTH MOpSI.

Ckurnepy He Tepresaoch CMEHHUTh JAPSIXJIOe, HACKBO3b OOJIbHOE TeJO Ha 0oJiee MOJIooe U 3710-
poBoe, HO Oe3 roBenieHus [lparoHa oH He pemntaics 3TO JejaTh.

— YnuBnensl, umrneparop? — CpocriI OPIOHET, YCEBIINCh B KPeciIo — XOTUTE 3HaTh, YTO O3Ha-
YaeT ero NokJOoH? A erle OoJblie, XOTUTE 3HATh, IOYEMY HE MOXETe CIOMaTh €ro JyIy?

Mopuc xotes1, HO IpoMoTyall.
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— Ay Hero Het nymu! — pacemesticst Iparon — Ona yxe ciomana, MHoIo! CTOsTH — MOsI MapHO-
HETKa, ¥ TIOMUMHSIETCS TOJIbKO MHe. J1a, 51 TOKe paHbllle MOT YHUYTOXATh AYIH. .. TEMePb 3TO YMEHHUE
Meperuio K Bam, Mo HacneacTBy. ['eHbl, Kak cka3anu Obl moau!

Mopuc errie Gosbllie U3yMUIICS, U CTPaHHAsI MBICIb BO3HUKJIA B €r0 TOJIOBE. . .

— Ilo HacnencrBy? He nonumato Bac!— npousHec oH.

— Her, ner, s He TBO# Aeaymika! — pacxoxorascs [paron, npeanonoxenre Mopuca, 0 KOTOpom
OH jiorajancs, ero passecenmuio — Ho, Mbl poactBeHHuKH. S momapuin o1y criocodHocts bene. 4
pacckaxy, CIIyIiaun. ..

...Kazanocp, Bce xurenu O6naunbix 3emenb coOpamck y Topel [IpakoHa, CTOIBKO Hapona
TOJIMAJIOCH BO3JIE TYIIM MOBEPKEHHOTO siiiepa, KOTopasi BAIsUIAch Y MOAHOXbs, CKHUHYTasl C TOPBI,
Aa0bl KaXKIbIA MOT JIMIE3PETh MEPTBOE Uy/IOBUIIIE.

A ero youiina, ObIBIIME pad, 32 CBOU MOJIBUT MOTYYMBIIMI CBOOOY, KPACHBBIN I0HOIIA C pac-
KOCBIMH IJ1a3aMH ¥ 30JIOTHCTOM KOXEH, CH/Ies 3a MUPIIECTBEHHBIM CTOJIOM, HAKPBITHIM PSIMO BO3JIE
pas3ayBLIUICS TYUIH .

[Tup ObUT yCTPOEH B Y€CTh HEr0, MHO3EMIIA, IJIEHEHHOTO B AAJIbHUX CTEMsIX, U MPUBEAESHHOTO,
BMeCTe C IpyruMu pabaMu, B 3TH XOJIOJHBIE 3EMJIH.

[Monyuns cBOOOMY, I0HOIIIA HE COOMPAJICS BO3BPAIIATHCS HA POIUHY — OH PEIINII CTAaTh BOXK/IEM
3TOro HapoOJa, €ro BIABIKOM, IIApeM WJIM UMIIEPaTOPOM.

C 5ierkoit yapIOKOUM OH CMOTpET Ha MEPTBOTO JIPAKOHA, KOTOPBIH, XOTh M ObLJT OTPOMEH, Ka3aJics
TaKMM SKJIKUAM. .. Hapos He MpocTo Tak TONIMIICS BOKPYT HEroO — JIOAM MWHAIM TYIIY, IJIEBAIU B
Hee, KUIAINUCh KaMHSMU. . .

"Bot onu, moau! — myman oHoma — [Toka qpakoH ObLT CUJIeH, U 3alMIIAl UX OT BPAKECKUX
Ha0eroB, OHM €ro MOYMTAJH, Kak 00xkecTBO. Korma e oH cTan JpsxJibIM 1 HEMOIIIHBIM, U TpeBpa-
THJICS 17151 B 00y3y, KOTOPYIO IPUXOIMJIOCh KOPMUTbh, HAPOJ MPOCTO PEIl U30aBUTHLCS OT sIIepa,
KaK OT CTaporo KOHsI WM HEeHYXHOH TpsnKH. [la, TakoBBI JIIOAM, U OHU HE 3aCTyKMBAIOT HUYETO,
Kpome paOctBa 1 cMepTH. A s, Benukuii Yepnsiii [Ipakon, Benvkuii Bor, co3maTesb 3T0ro 1 MHOTUX
APYTUX MHUPOB, MOTYYUB MOJIOJOE TeJlo, Oyy KUTh BEUHO, U MOBEJIEBATh STHUMH JIIOAUIIIKAMH, OTHO-
CSICh K HUM TakK, KaK OHM TOT'O 3acitykuBatot!"

Ckuriep 3apemal noj pacckas — OH yCIies yke MHOTO pa3 OCTYIIaTh 3Ty UCTOPHIO — a Jlparon
MIPOJOJIKHIL:

— 51 co3main 3tm MupHl, 1, a He BpyH Bun! Bun moii Opar, 1 Bcero Jiniib, ToMOrai MHe.

kokskok

Jlana xomuia Mo CBETIOMY, HO XOJOAHOMY JBOpiy Mopuca, ero BTopomy JIBOpILY, Haxofs-
memycs jaaneko or O0mayHoi uMnepru, Ha Gepery ceBepHOTro Mopsi, Tam, Ijie KOraa- TO XKUJIU ero
npeaku, CeBepHble Ooru. OHa 31ech He ObiBasia, HO MopHC 0 HeM paccKasbiBal, M PaccKa3blBal TakK,
YTO JEBYIIKA MOHSIA — OH OYEHb JIIOOUT 3TO MECTO, U TOT JBOPEL.

Jlana yxe 3Hana, 4TO JIOOUMOTO 3[IeCh HET, HO BCE PAaBHO, XOAMJIA TI0 3aJIaM, OTKPbIBasi JBEPH
Y 3ariIsbIBasi B KOMHATHI, TIOPAKAIOIINE XOJIOJHbIM, HO KAKMM-TO HEXKUBBIM, U HEYIOTHBIM BEJIMKO-
JIeTTHEM.

Ona nogHsIach Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, B MPOCTOPHYIO CBET/IYIO CHAJBbHIO, C OTPOMHBIM OKHOM,
OTKpBUIA €ro ¥ marHysia Ha 6ankoH. CUIbHBIN XOJOJHBIA BETEp, Cpasy ke, pacTpernas ee BOJIOChl U
OfIeKY.

Jlana 3acMoTpenach Ha CeBEpHOE Cepoe MOpe, U TaKoe ke cepoe, Hebo.

— W 1yT Te0s1 HET. . .— TUXOHBKO CKa3aJia JeBYIIKa — DTO TBOE YOEXKHIIIE, XOJIOJHOE, HENPUBET-
JIMBOE IJIs1 APYTHX, HO TBoe. Mopwuc, 17ie ke Thi?

keksk

Mapuna He xBaTuiIach Mopuca — Kak ¥ BCce, OHa 3Haja, YTO UMIIEPaToOp MPEeANOYUTaeT Yeau-
HEeHue, 1, ObIBaeT, He OOIIAeTCsl HU C KeM, JJake C MaTepbio, MECSIIIaMH.
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Cepatie He TIOJICKa3aI0 OOTMHE, YTO C €€ CBIHOM CITYYHJIOCh Oe/1a, MOXKET ObITh IOTOMY, UTO €€
MBICJTM ¥ YyBCTBa ObLIM TOJIHBI IPUYMHEHHOU BriasioM 00MI0M, 1 kKelaHHEM OTOMCTHUTb.

He 3Has, Kak B 3TOW MECTH MCIOJIb30BaTh KUBYILETO Y Hee CBATOropa, v Aymasi, 4YTo OH BpET
0 TIOTepH NMamsATH, MapuHa peria MpruoOerHyTh K CBOEMY CTApOMY CIIOCOOY — HATIOUTh €T0 3eJIbeM,
Pa3BA3BIBAIOIINM SI3bIK.

CBsTOrOp 4yBCTBOBAJ Ce0s1 MHOTO JIydllle, ¥ OOTMHEe HaJ0 ObLIO MOTOPOIUTCS — OH MOT YUTH
CO JIHS Ha JieHb. Yl OHa pelnnia qeficTBOBaTh, a UMEHHO, TIPEIJIOKIIIA BBIITMTH BUHA, 3 3HAKOMCTBO,
1 napeHb coriacuics. OH Toxke MOHsI, KTo MapuHa, XOTh M HUKOIJIA €e paHbllie He BUIE/, KOria
OHa TipejicTaBuiIa Biagana myxem, U ero of1oeBajo JOOOMBITCTBO — Kakast OHa, IJIaBHAs 3JI0/IelKa
1 uHTprUranka Oo6mauroro raperea? OIHO OH OTMETHIT cpasy, ¢ TiepBoro B3rsaaa — boruns Cmeptu
ObL7Ia OUeHb KpacHhBasl.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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