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Haraabsa Pyuen
Caunr3. EquHcTBeHHAS AJA JPaKOHA

I'nasa 1. Iloxumenue

O npuObITHM B AHMAT AeNeralyy APakoHOB, B ropojie 3Hamu Bee. Ho ecim mpuOmmkeHHbIM
TepLOTMHU MOKHO OyZIeT He TOJIbKO MOTI000BAThCSl HA HUX BOJIM3H, HO M TOTAHIIEBATh Ha Oaity, OObI4-
HBIM KOPPH X MEUTaTh O TAKOM He CTOMJIO. B 1pyrux ciydasix Ml Ob pacCMOTPEIIM TOCTE Ha IIaBHON
IUIOLIA/IH, TTOKA OHM IIECTBYIOT K 3aMKY, HO y KOO €CTh KpbLIbsl — TOT HOTM He yTpyxjaaer. Hamm
Jieral, K IpuMepy, KpaiiHe peJiKo MoJb3yl0TCsl CBOMMU HUKHUMM KOHEYHOCTSIMU — TOJIBKO Ha Iapaje
MIOCTOATh pa3Be uTo, i nacdoca. A 31ech TeM Oosiee, BCSIK 3HAET, YTO APaKOHbI — HarJIble, BHICOKO-
MepHbIE 1 KpaiiHe JICHUBBIE 3BEPH, XYK€ KOTOPBIX TOJIBKO JEMOHBI.

MHe 1MYHO BeK Obl MX MOPIbI YellyiiyaTble He BUAETh — Aa U oTell ObU1 Obl MpoTHB, HO CaiiB
YrOBOPWJIa HEHAJI0JITO, OIHUM IJIa3KOM MOCMOTPETh, a TO YK MPUTOMUIIACH JKAaTh Y MOPs TTOrOJbl.
Ho 3710 0OHa Tak, 00pa3HO, MOPS-TO y HAC HUKAKOIO B TOpojie HEeT. 3eJIeHH BaJloM, COJIHIIA — JJa Ha
3[0POBbE, pa3ieHbCs U JieJail U3 cedsl IPeHKY, HO KAaTh MOApPYra, AeHCTBUTENbHO, nogycTaia. U
€CJIM YKCTO MO-JEeBUYbH, 51 ee MoHuMaw... Hy, nourtu... Aii, nagHo, Hauuctoty! 51 3aMyxk He pBYCh
U TeX, KTO PBETCs, He O100psAI0 (Yero TaM Xopouiero?), Ho 4To He c/esaellb paJy MoAPYTH, U ecIu
ee LeJIb 3aMYKEeCTBO, — 39X, — Jjake MIOMOYb IOIBITACILILCS.

B ommmume ot mens, CaiiB — nokaaucrasi, padoTsinasi, BKyCHO TOTOBUT, ¥ Oy/Ib s1 MyKUYHMHOH,
cama Obl Ha Hell skeHu1ack. MHe-To BCe 3TO JieJ1aTh JieHb, IPOCTO MPUXOAUTCH, yepe3 cuity. U nenatsb
sl MOTY 9TO TOJIBKO paJi MaTepu U ceOsl, a He paJy KOro-To, 3aKMHYBILEro HOTM Ha HAlll IMBAHYHK. . .
Toy-Thpy — He xBatasno! Tak BoT, kK yeMy Beay: CaiiB 1aBHO Obl BBIIILIA 3aMYX — 3BaJIM U HE pas,
HO MATH JIET Ha3a]] BebMa Harajaja eil B CyKeHble IpakoOHa, U BOT... Pe3ynbrar 6e3yaepkHoi Bepbl
Ha cyoBO. Torna Mbl OXMXMKaJIU, A TOJIBl COBEPLIMIIM HEBEPOATHYIO MOAJIOCTb. 1 O TOM rajaHuu
Hanpoyb 3a6bu1a, a CaiiB BOMJIa ero cebe B rOJIoBY U k/lasla KAKOTO-HUKAKOT0, HO YyIIyH4aTo-Kphl-
JIaTorO.

Ho ne nersar apakons! B AHnar!

He manuT nx ropo 1 He BeJAlOT OHU O clIaBHOM JeBylke CaliB, KOTOPOU CTYKHYJIO JBaJLaTh
IIECThb, ¥ OHA B OTYASTHUM FOTOBA MEPENTH K PEIIUTENbHBIM MepaM. A s-To Aymasa, OHa 00pa3yMu-
J1ach, 5 JaKe BUJENA, KAK OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 OTBETUIIA Ha TEIlIble B3MIsAAbl OyJIOUHMKA, a 3/1eCh TaKasl
3acaga! OnHaX bl yTPOM ropoji pa30yanI 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB, CJIEJOM 3aBbLI TOPH Uy PaTOpUyMa
C IVIABHOM IUJIOIIA/IY OIJIACHIIM O TpuiieTe feserannu u3 Jonuaer [IpakoHos. CHavasia nepefany Jnd-
HYIO ITPOChOY I'epLOTMHHU HE MSUTMTHCS Ha TOCTEH, a K Beuepy 3a4UTalIN YKa3, OObsIBHB MPeCTOsIIIee
BOCKpeceHbe padbouum. [lepectpaxoBanuck, B 00IEM.

U BoT Mos1 Math 1 pogutesu CaiiB, Kak JOOPOMOPSIIOYHbIE KUTENH, HA paboTe, a MbI IIPOCMOT-
eIy CITUCKH Y paTopryMa O HaiiMe 1 He BCTPETHB HU OJTHOTO MHTEPECHOTO MPEe/JIOkKeH 1, 3a0painch
Ha Kpblily OynoyHuka. HaBepHoe, He HY)KHO YTOUHSATh, YTO S COIVIACUJIACh Ha aBaHTIOpY. OnHUM
I71a3KOM, U Cpa3y JIOMOM, [IOTOMY YTO JieJl HEBIPOBOPOT: MOCTUPATh, IPUTOTOBUTD U Aajiee U Jlasiee
U elrie OoJiee Hy/IHO, 2K CKYJIBI CBOIIHT, XOTS ellle Jake HUUero He HauynHaIa.

Hy, n1agHo, mOCHIMM € YaCOK K COJTHBIIIKY TOOJIMIKE, aBOCh OHO JIMIIHT MOAPYTY TIIYIbIX HILTIO-
3Ui, ¥ OHA YTELIMTCS, YTO He CUJIeNIa, CJIOKa PyKH, a 60posach 3a cyacTbe. XOTh Kak-To. [IbiTanack,
MOJ1, Ha IJIa3a MoIacThCsl APAKOHY, a He cpadoTasIo rajaHue, 1 MOKHO KUTh AaJjIblIIe.

A xoporo 3aech. U Terio, 1 0630p HUKTO He 3aCJIOHSET, ¥ 3aMOK FepLIOTMHHU KaK Ha JIAJJOHU, —
3TaK OHa MbITAeTCA I0Ka3aTh, UTO HE OTPHIBAETCS OT HAPOAA, — YTYMC, YTYMC, pa3Be YTO PAaCIIMTHIMU
30JI0TOM IIEJKOBBIMHU OACKAAMH U IIeeld U3 OpryuIMaHTOB. M He Tak BBICOKO 37eCh, KaK Ha JA0Me
MSICHMKA, U MPUBbIYHEN — OyJIOUYHMK MO OMBITY 3HAET, YTO I'OHATh Hac OECIONe3HO. A C HeIlaBHUX
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Top, KOr/ia BIOOUJICS, COBCEM OO IHBIE clioBa mo3adbu1. beansra! Ho, MokeT, ocsie cerofHsIHero
npoBaya CaiiB Kk Hemy rmogoopeer?

Kak 3Harts.

[Nonpyra y MeHs 3anacivBasi — Bbljiajia MHE OOJIBIION MUPOKOK, HATMIIA U3 TEPMOca MTPOXJIa/Il-
HBI UMOMPHBII 31b, ce0s1 HaJeIUIa TEMH K€ BKYCHOCTSIMUA M Mbl HETUIOXO M HE CKYYHO CHIIENH,
norsiapBas Ha He6o. [TMpokOK OfMH, a 371b HECKOHYaeMbIid. Xopomo. PazmMopuio HeMHOro, a Tak
MOXHO JIaKe CKa3aTh — KYJIbTYPHBIN MUKHIYOK. 3 9TO BpeMsl 3J1b, OYTO CTOBOPUBIIUCH C COJTHLIEM,
BO3bIMEN pe3yibTaT, y CailB 3aKpyXKMjIach TOJI0OBA M CTAJIM MyTaThCs MBICIU, U OHA, CKJIOHHBIIKCH
KO MHe, HauaJla COMBUMBO MEPEUMCIIATh, KAKOW MOJAPUT JPArolieHHbI KaMyIlIeK U3 COKPOBUIITHHUIIBI
My’a 3a Bce MOM cTapaHusl. K KOHITy ee TUIaMeHHOW peuu s 9yBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 OOraToil M HeCYaCTHOM
O/IHOBPEMEHHO, TIOTOMY UTO y Hee roJjioBa TsDKenast, a y MeHs XpYIKUe IJIeYH U TIOTOMY YTO s cama
MHOT'O He TOBOPIO U IPYTHX He 0c0o00 000 nocaymars. U ele, mo Xoay, COHBIIIKO U 7b Mepe-
KJIIOYUJIMCh HA MEHsI, TIOATOTaBINBAasI K SKCTPEMAIbHOMY CHY, Ha KpBIIIIE, C HOTOW MOIPYTH BMECTO
TIO/TYIIIKH.

A... mouemy Obl U HET?

U tonbKo 51, 3eBHYB, HaYaa yCTpauBaThCs MOYIOOHEH, KaK MEHs yIapyIi KOJICHKOW MO I71a3
Y HEMIJIOCEPIHO 3aBOMHJIH:

— Cmorpuuun! Ipunerenunun!

Cmotpena s1 y’ke OTHUM TJIa30M, BTOPOM OOATMBAN U, KAKETCsl, PE3KO YMEHBIIHJICS B pa3Me-
pax, WK 3TO BCe BUPAXKH BBIMUTOTO 3151. HO HECKOJIBKO TYCKJIBIX TOUEK Ha TOPU3OHTE sl pACCMOTpeJa.
[ToTom oHM PUOIM3UIIKCH, pa3lyBasich B 00beMax, U MHE MOIYyMaJIOCh C yBaXKEHUEM: M Kak HeOO He
MIPOJIMJIOCH JIOKJIEM B CTpaxe, MO3BOJISAS JIETETh 10 cede Takomy?!

3TO e MOHCTPHI!

Orpomusie! HeoObsATHBIE! A KOT'TH. . .

— ThI emie He mepeaymaa 3amyk? — Cipocuia .

Ho CaiiB cymena BbIIaBUTh HEBHATHBIN IMUCK U Cpasy CHpsATAIACH 32 MEHsI, MOATISIbIBAS 32
KPBLIAaTBIMU C OIIACKOM.

— Taxk Oygerb BHIOMpPaTh, Ha TIa3? — MOUHTEPECOBaNACh si. — Vm BOCIONb3yeMcsl CUnTasoy-
Kon?

CaliB HOTTSIMU CKajla MOM IIJICYM, U OYeHb OOJIE3HEHHO IMOYYHJIOCh, — JOCTOWHAS BBHIAACT
napa pakony. CriepBa cOpBaJICsl CMEIIIOK, TIOTOM sl He ylepKajlach M pacxoxoTanach. COrHyBIIHCH
OT cMexa, 5 TIOKauyHyJIach, M yXke IMOJI3JIM MO KPOCCOBKHM K Kpalo KPHIIIH, HO MOJIPYra y MEHs U3
LENKUX, IPOBEPEHO !

— Bynemb Tax. .. — MKHyIa 51, cMesich, — Myka Kpernko K cede nprxuMars. — Ene pa3 He genu-
KaTHBIN UK. — BoH ux ckonbko! BeiOupaii!

4 menpo MaxHyaa pyKoOMl B CTOPOHY JPAaKOHOB M OOEpHYJach. A HE Tak YK M MHOTO: BCEIo
Tpu. Ho Bcsiko Gosbiire, yem 10 3toro Obuio. Tak uto Hevero pa3maymbiBath! bepem! Tombko 1 ieno.,
YTO TKHYTH majibiieM! OQuH 1BeTa 6e10ro TOpHOro XpycTasi, OOWH JYHHOTO KaMHs, a TPeTul —
ABAHTIOPUHOBBIN, TAKOTO HACHIIIEHHOTO CHHE-(PHOJIETOBOTO IBETA C MepeMBaMH, YTO KaKeTcs, B
HEM 3aKJII0UYeHa YacTUYKa 3BEe3/IHOro Heda.

— Omnpenenunace?

JlpakoHbl OOEPHYJHCh B YETOBEUYECKYIO CYITHOCTh, HO TUTaHTaMH ObITh He repectayiu. Brico-
KHe, C JJIMHHBIMU OCJIBIMH BOJIOCAMH, B CBOOOIHOTO KPOsI YePHBIX OPIOKaxX M BCE B OAMHAKOBBIX Yep-
HBIX pyOarkax. Onrtom jemennie? bparbsa? Vmu IpakoHbI HE CTPAgaloT MHOrOoOpasuem?

W kak y3HaTh, KaKyl0 UMEHHO MOy 11eJI0OBaTh Meper CHOM ?

A1, He Most TipoOiemMa!

— CaiiB, Hy kak? BpiOnpaem um cMatbiBaeM oTciona?

Ha noGneaneBmeM suiie MOgpyrd YMTAIOCh YTO YTOTHO, KPOME KEIaHWs BBIXOAUTH 3aMyK.
A Korza oHa BMECTO TOTO, 4TOOBI K JKEHMXaM MPUCMAaTPUBAThCs, CHOBA IOPKHYJIA MHE 32 CIUHY, 5
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BECeJI0 paccMesiyiach. Ara, I71a3a He BUASIT — He CTPAIIHO, IIOHMMAI0 MaHEeBp, HO B JIAHHOM CiTydae
OH He uMeeT JIoruku. S Hike u xynee CaiiB, M OHa BHIITMPAJIA CO BCEX CTOPOH OT MEHsS — 3TO eCiu
MIPEATIONOKUTH, YTO APAKOHBI, OT KOTOPBIX OHA MpsueTcs, Ha Hac cMOTpAT. [lompyra He TonCTyIIKa,
HUKTO Obl HE Ha3BaJl ee Tak. Bo-TepBbIX, MOTOMY YTO HE PUCKHET OTPECTH OIUIeYX, JIAJIOHb Y Hee
TsIKeJIas, a BO-BTOPBIX, OHA MyXJ1asi UMEHHO B T€X MECTaXx, IJIe JeBYIIIKE HETMO3BOIUTEIbHO OCTABATHCS
TOILIEH.

Ho 3710 Bce nmpocTpaHHble paccykJeHus1, TOTOMY UTO B3[JIsIIbI APAKOHOB JaXke CITyJailHO BPs
JI1 Ma3HYT B Hallly CTOPOHY. DTO Xke IIed MOBEPHYTh HAJ0 OT 3aMKa, 9TO ke TOJIOBBI 3apaTh, TaK
qT0. ..

— Jonu! — muckHyna B JIeBOe YXO MOJAPYTa, U BOT S yKe C OMHUM BUASIIUM IJIA30M U OIHUM
CIIBIIIAIIM YXOM CJIEKY 32 HEBEPOSITHBIM. [IpakoHBI TOBEPHYJIH I1IeH. [[pakoHbI MOBEPHYJIH T'OJIOBHI.
JIpakoHsl, )KyTKO CBepKas carrpoBbIMU TJIa3aMH, HAC 3aMETUJIH.

— Bexum! — {1 pBanyna npous, y Kpasi KpbIid 00epHYIACh TOJBKO YTOOBI OIOTHATH MOAPYTY.
Yero Tak 1oro? A oHa HUKYyJa U He Topormiack! OHa Gosblie He Jpokasia KCIyTaHHO, OHA OOJIbIIe
HE BTSATMBAJIA TOJIOBY B IUIEUH, 2 HA0OOPOT — paclpaBWiia uX, MEepeKrnHyaa yepe3 Iedo JINHHYIO
PYycyIo Kocy | Jefiaja BUI, 4To 3arieraer ee!

3TO YTO... 3TO...

Hasaxnenue, MOpOK, 4apsl. . .

KpoBb nmnieparopa, uro xe MHe aenarb? Ha cBoe nms CailB He pearmpoBajia, TaKoe OLLyIIe-
HHe, YTO He MEHs, a ee OIMIyIIIIO, a BpeMeHu B o0pe3. [loka nobery no Hee, MOKa pacTOpMOIYy. ..
A, MoXxeT, Bce He Tak OeacTBeHHO? MoXeT, OHa CO3HATEJIbHO 3auIphIBaeT C JApakoHamu? MoxerT,
3TO ee BhIOOp?

Bce paBHO Hajo yoeauThcs.

B31oxHyB, s1 OBICTPO MOATSHY/IA HOTH 00OPATHO, TOJHSIACK.

— Caiip?

Ona He MOBepHyJa roJIOBbI, HE OTKJIMKHYJIACh, TPOJOIKAs CMOTPETh BAAIb U BHU3, M KOTAA
s TOXe MOCMOTpeNia TyJa... e/IBa He 3aKkpuuaia oT yxaca. OKa3bIBaeTcsl, Mbl HE TaK BBICOKO, KaK
MHE JIyMaJIOCh, OKa3bIBA€TCs, MBI HE TaK AAJIEKO, KaK XOTEJIOCh Obl, IOTOMY UTO OTCIOJA 51 OTYETIMBO
BHUjIeNIa, KaK OJWH M3 JPAKOHOB €[[Ba CAEPKUBACT TPaHC(HOPMAIMIO B 3BEPHHYIO CYIIHOCTD, a JBa
APYTUX YTO-TO HIEMYYT €My, CJIOBHO OTTOBApHBAs.

— CaiiB!

MuHyTa-/Be, 51 He 3Haja, CKOJIbKO OH MPOACP/KUTCS, YTOOB HE COpBAThCs 32 100bueit. Mama
TOBOPWJIA: IPAKOHBI OEPYT BCE, UTO UM HPABUTCSI, HE CIIPAIIMBAst M HE BBUKUIIAS B OTBET «a» — Y HUX
CJTUIIIKOM OOJTBINION IIaHC HA OTKa3 HapBaThcs. U uto nenats? CaiiB XOTs Obl Haragajiu, OHa MoBepuiia
Y IIPUBBIKJIA, YTO BbIJET 3aMyxk 3a BOT DTO, Ho 517!

VY meHs Ha Beuep Jpyrue IuiaHbi!

— CaiiB! — BCTpsiXHYyJIa €€, HO OHAa Kak B TpaHCe, HUKOTrO He 3aMevasia, Kpome JIpakoHOB. S
MOBEpHYJIa K cebe ee royioBy, moxJonana no mekam. I[lycts 6oiabpHO — nmotepnut! W mycTh ckaxer
cama, 4To 3TO ee BBIOOp, He T0 MPUHYXKCHUIO, U Tora 51 coery cmeno. — CaiiB, Hy xe!

Omna B3poOrHy/a oT Oosee XJIECTKON MOLIEYMHBI, TOCMOTpea HEJOYMEHHO, HO YK€ OCMBIC-
nenHo. Hy, Bot! ®yx... He Tepsiem BpemeHr Ha U3BUHEHUS] U CAHTUMEHTHI.

— CaiiB, 310 OH?

- Kr0?

— JIpakoH, 3a KOTOpPOro Thl X0ouelb 3amyx. OH Tam?

—I'ne?

Bce scHo, 6e3 yap He oOorwiocsk. Hy, He M000Bb %ke ¢ mepBoro B3risaa, BepHo? M B camom
ene, CTPEMHO MPEATIONOKUTh, YTO KTO-TO JOOPOBOJIBHO 3aX0UET 3aMYXK 32 TaKOE. ..

Kposb nmnieparopa! OnuH ApakoH Bce-Taku TpaHC(OpMUPOBAJICS 1 B3BUII B HEOO!
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Sl moTsHyNIa MozIpyTY 3a PyKY, ¥ OHA JOBOJIBHO pe3BO Oexkasa MoHavyaly, a IoTOM JIpaKoH Mpo-
TSOKHO B3peBell (OeqHoe Moe BTopoe yxo!), CaliB pe3ko 3aTOpMO3WIIa, CIIyYallHO TKHYB MEHS JIOK-
TeMm (Oe/IHBIA MOH BTOPOH IM1a3!) U ajs-yimo, JIOBYIIIKA 3aXJIONMHYIAchk. {1, TpaBaa, BUjena yxe He Tak
XOPOIIIO, KaK JI0 9TOr0, HO YTO APAKOH, BIECMUBIIVCH KOTTSIMH B HAK PEHUBIIIYIOCS KPBIIITY, TpaHchop-
MHUPOBAJICS B MYKCKYIO 0COOb, pacCMOTpeJia, a 3a CIIMHOM — HEUEeTKO (TaKue TPaBMbI BCe-TaKU), HO
pazobpaJia IIeecT CJIOKHUBIINXCS KPBUILEB €ro MpusiTesen.

Eiie MOXHO OBLIO MOMBITATBCS MTPOOEKATHCS BAOJb, XOTh U 0€3 IIaHCOB, a YUCTO ISl CaMo-
YCTIOKOGHHU I, HO YK€ BHOBB IIJIETETCS] KOCA, BHOBB I71a3a IMOJPYTH HE OTPHIBAIOTCS OT aBAHTIOPUHOBOTO
JpaKOHA, ¥ OHA TaK e He CIIBIIINUT MEHS. . .

9x, Caus...

JlpakoH caenan mar ¥ HaCTOPOXKEHHO 3amep, CJIOBHO OMacasiCh CIyrHYTh. Tak XUIHHUK MOJI-
KpaJipIBaeTcsi K oOpedeHHoit skepTBe. He yTtemano gaxe oco3HaHue, 4to xkeptBa He 5. Eme mar. U
CHOBa octaHoBwjIcs. U uTo, ’aaTh, MOKa OH ee crpadbacraeT v B3JIeTUT B HeO0? Mim nmotoproBarhcs,
KakK JIIOOAT IPakoHbI ? 3210314710 MEJIbKHYJIa MBICITb, & UTO sl MOTY JIaTh B3aMEH, HO $1 yKe BBICTYIHJIa
BIIepe/], 3aCIOHUB COOOM pa30YapOBAaHHO B3JJOXHYBIIYIO MOIPYTY.

— Jaii Ham y#TH.

He y3Hana cBoii royioc, Tak XOJIOIHO OH 3By4Yas. DTO y MEHs 3alllMTHAsI peaKivsi, Ha TTapHel
OOBIYHO JICHICTBYET, a TOT YCMEXHYJICS JOBOJIBHO, CIOKUJI PYKH Ha TPYAHU U, CKIIOHUB TOJIOBY KO MHE,
M3/IeBATENIbCKY TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— W gro?

U Beap 3Haer, yTo HUUEM He Mory ero Hamyrath! Ho ofiiH Ko3bIph Y MEHSI UMeJICS, U S Hafle-
STach, YTO OH CpabOoTaeT, HA/IesIaCh, UTO JIPAKOHBI ISCTBUTEIHHO 00JIaAaI0T MTOPA3UTEIbHBIM 000-
HsIHUEM. Ara, TIOBeJl YAMBJIEHHO HOCOM, TEPEIISIHYJICS CO CBOMMMU MPHUSITENSIMU, U yIIEpCcsi B MEHS
TSDKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Yro THI Aenaelib B AHUAAT, COJHBIIIKO?

— Xusy, — ckpuBWIach oT (HaMUIbIPHOTO OOpAIeHUsI, HO HE B MOMX MHTEpecax JApa3HUThb
ceiyac JipakoHa.

— Kak naBHo?

— HenpunuaHo cripaimmBaTh BO3pacT y JEBYIIKH.

— OpHa?

— He tBOE AHETIO.

CHOBa 1oBeJ1 HOCOM, HO YK€ B CTOPOHY, 3a{yMaJICsl U BbIJAT YBEPEHHO:

— OT1a psiIoM HeT, a ThI ellle He MPOoIIlIa Yepe3 oOpallieHue, Tak YTo TeOe MEHBIIE MSTUASCATH.

— YecTHO TOBOPS, 51 lyMaJia, YTo BBITJISIKY JIydIIle.

OH, cBOJIOYB FTaKas, Aaxe He U3BUHWICS! BypaBuin MeHs1 cBouMu carpipOBbIMU T71a3aMH U
rajIeHbKO TaK yiblOasics. A, He BpeMs AJisi 00U, IOCMOTPIOCH IOMa B 3€pPKaJlo, MOXKET, COJIHIIE U
HApPUCOBAJIO OJTHY-/IBE MOPIIUHBI, & MOKET, 9TO MEHs TaK yAaphl MOAPYTH MPUYKpaciid. Mup, Mup. . .
HaM TOJILKO MeXKPacoBOro KOH(MMKTa He XBaTano! X0Ts KyTKO XOUeTCsi KOe-KOMY BLIEMUThCS B OeJ10-
OpbICHIE BOJIOCHI. . .

W TyT 3Ta TBaph UelIyituaTas, MIOHATIMBO KUBHYB, B3OXHYJIA:

— Iloka sieten, st ToXe, YeCTHO TOBOPS, HAMISJICS, UTO ThI BHITJIS/IUIID JTyYIIe.

U Bce! depxure mens yerBepo! Cmety! C kpoim cOporry! 3ydamu demnyio MoBbieprusaio!
HenaBuxy! XoTb ykymy pa3ok!

—Kakas crpactHasi, — OH JIerko yBepHYJICs, HOIXBATUJI MEHS, KOT/Ia IO TPAEKTOPHH 5T HECTIACh K
MPUBETCTBEHHOM 3eMJle, HO Ha HOTM He TocTaBwJI. [1a3a B 171a3a, s, CUAs y Hero Ha pyKax, paccMmar-
pUBaJa HarIylo APAaKOHBIO MOPIY Y CKAJIWJIACh B OTBET, YTOOBI HE {yMaJl, 4TO 3aIyTajl OKOHYATEIBHO.

— Hy? Paccmorpen nobmuxke? Tenepb oTmycTHiib?
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BmecTo ouepeHOro KOMIUIMMEHTa, MOJI, [a, BOIW3M S ellle Kpalle, OH JJACKOBO yOpasl Moo
TEMHO-PYCYIO TIPS 32 YXO, IIPOBEJI MaJIbLIEM BO3JIEe CaIHUBIINX IJ1a3 U IPOHUKHOBEHHO 3asIBUJT YepT
T€ YTO:

— Ternepb-TO y& TOUYHO HET.

MHe Obl HaYaTh BBHIPBIBATHCSA, HO $I, BUAUMO, TIONaja 1moj MOpoK, kKak u CaiiB, MOTOMY YTO
TOJIBKO M CMOTJIa BBIIABUTB:

— [ouemy?

W npuxkanack ropsiuei meKkoi K ero JJIMHHBIM [POXJIJHBIM MaJIbLIaM.

Oii, mamouku!

[TpukocHOBeHME GPOCKIIO B XKap, sl 3aBOPOYANIACh, 3aKPYTUIACh, HO JOOMIIACH TOJIBKO TOTO, YTO
MeHsI IPUXKaJU CUIbHee, U Tenepb s IBCTBEHHO CIIbIIIANA TYJIKHE yIapbl YyXOTro Cepaiia.

— Yro Thl Aenaeis? — nopasusach s.

— Y0 THI 3HALIIb O JPAKOHAX? — HIETIOTOM, B CaMoe YXO.

— 3Haio, YTO OHM HaIJIble, JICHUBbIE, JUKUBBIE, — YECTHO Havasa MepedrcysaTh 5 U He CHalach
Jaxe Mol TPOMKHM XOXOTOM JIPAKOHBEH TPOUIIbI, — XOJIOJHbIE YelTyiuaThle. .. — CMeJIO BCTpeTHIa
B3MJIsA[l, 4ero MHe 0osITbes? — ... 3BepH.

My>XCKOI XOXOT YCHJIWJICSI, KpBIIlIa MTPOTHYJach, MHE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO Mapy pa3 XUXUKHYJIA
CaiiB, HO Bpsi/ I OHA MOIJIa MEHsI TaK IMpeAaTh, JaXe B IPECTPAHHOM CBOEM COCTOSTHUU.

— VYMHas feBouka, — majel ApakoHa IMpoIlesicsl B IMyraioieil OJM30CTH OT IyBCTBUTEIHHON
MOYKH yXa, ¥ Ha CEKyHAY s CTajia CJIbIIIATh KaK CKBO3b IUIOTHYIO BaTy, IOTOMY HE cpasy J0 MEHs
JOIIIO OKOHYaHue peur apakoHa. — OtkpoBeHHas. Teras. Y most.

OH 00Be B3MISAIOM IpUSITENIeH, 51, OHEMEB, TOXeE MMOCMOTpelia Ha HUX, a IIOTOM Ha TOAPYTY, U
B3JPOTHYJIa OT MOTOKA XJIBIHYBIIIErO pa3ovyapoBaHus, OOUIB U OOJH, TUIECKABIIMXCS B €€ I1a3ax.

— Caiis. ..

Ona Gosbinie He 3aruietana kocy. OHa 6oJIblle He MoKMpaJia I1a3aMy CBETIOBOJIOCOTO JPAKOHA.
Oma, Ka3ajoch, OKaMeHeNa, U M0 KYCOUKaM MBICIIEHHO BBIIEPTYMBaa, U3kKMUBaIa U3 ceOsl MeuTy O
3aMyKecTBe. YIIeTeTb K ApakoHaM... [ISTb JIeT 0XXuaaHus 1 HaJeKIbl. . .

—Iocnymmaii, — st 0OXBaTHJIA JIMILIO JPAKOHA JIAJOHSIMHU, BBI3BAB Y HETO YIUBJICHUE, — TIOCITYIIIAN,
THI OIKOaeIbes. .. $1 3Hat0, YTO IPaKOHBI OEpyT TO, UTO UM HPABUTCS, HE CIIPAIIMBAS. . .

OH KMBHYJL

— Ho 11, Bo-niepBbIX, He Mory TeOe ceiiuac OHPABUThCS, — BOIIPOCUTEIBLHO N30THYTast OPOBb. —
Her, y MeH$1 HET KOMIUIEKCOB, TIPOCTO 51 MOTY MPEATONIOKNTh, KaK ceiuac BHIISTKY. U 51 BIKY, Kak
BeIDIsiauT CaiiB. ..

— Tel 0 moapyre?

— la, — xuBHyna. — Tak Bot, 310 CaiiB KOraa-To HaraJaim, 4To OHa BBIAAET 3aMyXK 3a ApaKoHa.
[Tonumaenis?

OH oTpuIIaTeTLHO IOKAYaI TOJIOBOM.

— CaiiB! — moBTOpmJIa TpoMYe, XOTS TIPOOIEMBI CO CIIyXOM ObLTM HE y Hero. — 3a JpakoHa
noikHa BeiiiTy CaiiB, a He 1! Tenepb noHMMaeb?

OH HEOXOTHO TepeBeT B3MJIsA] Ha MOIO MOAPYTY, BEPHYJICS KO MHE.

— A 3a Koro BbliijielIb Thbi?

— He 3Hato! — npu3Hanach 4eCTHO.

— A 3a xoro TeGe Haragaym? — 3aies ¢ IPyroil CTOPOHbI.

— 4l noka He Xomwia K BedbMe, — U OIAThH IMOYEMY-TO He Bpy. — BooOie-To nopa... ¥V Hac
oObIvaii... B IBAALIATh OJVH, €C/IM PaHbIlle HE BHICKOYMJIA 3aMYK, MTH Ha TIOKJIOH K BE/IbMe, YTOObI
TI0Ta/1a71a Ha CYXKEHOTO. .. B 9TOM rofy u 51 JOJ)KHA MOWTH, HO 51 TIOKJIOHBI OMTh HE JI0OII0, 14 ¥ 3aMYy X
He cOOMPAIoCh, TaK 4TO. ..

— [NonsiTHO, — OH ycMexHysIcs. — [103Bob, 51 TeOs1 ycrokolo. Tebe He nmpunercss OUTh BeabMe
TIOKJIOHBI, ¥ TeOe He HYXKHO ee rafganue. 1 cam tede Bce CKaxy.
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— Twt?!

Ox, yX 3Ta yIbIOKa. ..

— OH KOJIyH, — YBaXUTEJbHO 3aMETHJI OIMH M3 JPAKOHOB, KAXETCS TOT, UTO IO JIYHHBIN
KaMeHb.

— OueHb CHIIBHBIN KOJIIYH, — TOIIEPKal BTOPOH ¥ BHIIISTHII TOPIEIUBO TPydb, OyATO pedb O
HEM.

Sl HejoOBEpUYMBO YCTaBWJIACh HA JPAKOHA, JIEPXKAaBIIEr0 MEHsI, KaK BEJIMKYIO JparoleHHOCTb.
Harmra Begbma ToXe He Kapra, a JOBOJIbHO KpacuBa, HO KOJIYHbI pa3Be He JOJKHBI BBITJISETh. . . XOTS
Obl HE TAKUMHU YJIBIOAIOIIMMUCS ? !

— XouenIb 3HaTh, 32 KOro TeOe CyXKJIEHO BHIMTH 3aMyxk?

— H-ner...

Caenas BUII, YTO HE PACCIIBIIIAT, OH CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY K MOEMY JIUILY, ¥ BBIJOXHYJI B TPUOTKPBI-
ThIE T'yOBI:

— 3a gpakoHa.

A TIOTOM CIIPBITHYJI C KPBILIY U [0 MOW JUKHUI BOIUIb HA JIETY TPaHC(OOPMUPOBAJICS B YEIyii-
YaTo-KpbLIaTOro, I[BeTa aBaHTIOpuHA. OTKPHIB IJ1a3a, 51 C IPYCThI0 OOEPHY/IaCh HA YIUIBIBAIOIINN 32
TOPU3OHT POAHOM ropof. [1e-To TaM OCTHIBAJIO Ha KpBIIIE COJHIIE, JieKasl 3a0BbIThIA CTAKAHUYHK C
OCTaTKaMu 37141, a 51 Hecach 1o HeOy Ha CIIMHE OrPOMHOTO 3Bepsi, KOTOPBIN, KaKeTCsl, MO3Bal MEHs
3aMyK.

Oii, mamouku!

Bunumo, npuiiia nopa NoTpeBOKUTH Tary.

W on Oyner ovueHb HEJOBOJIEH MOMM TOXUINEHHEM. f Jake cierka noxasena 0eao0pbicoro
noxurutens. [loroMy 4to mana y MeHsi CMEPTOHOCHAs CUJjla — HAIlOJIOBUHY JPaKOH, a HAaroJIOBUHY
JEMOH.. ..
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I'naBa 2. TimeTHbIe Hage K AbI

IToHavasny s Hajes1ach, YTO MPOCTO TAK JPAKOHBI I'paHully AHUAAT He niepecekyT. [IoHATHO,
YTO OHU C KPbUIbSIMH, TIOHATHO, YTO OHU — BaKHBIE IITHILIBI (Xe-Xe, BOT Obl OHU YCJIbILIAIIN), €CIIU UX
cama repLiOrMHs Npurjacuia, Ho BeJjb eCcTb Mopsiiok ! U cornacHo eMy BCsIK BXOISIIMIA 1 BBIXOSILIMNA
OTMEYaeTcsl B PerucTpalMoHHo Kapre. Ho... TO M Kpbulbsl B U3AMIIHE OOJIBIIOM HOYETe, TO JIU
MOs1 TIOTeps1 /ISl TOPO/A HE CIMIIKOM CYILECTBEHHA, HUKTO HAC HE OCTAHOBWJI, U TOPOJ, MEJIEHHO
PaCTBOPUJICS B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM JIBIMKE.

— D! — KpuKHy/a 5 YelyivyaToil MopJe, JJeHUBO O0OepHYBLIEHCs, YTOObI B OUepeIHOi pa3
IIPOBEPUTH HE JIMIIMJICS JIM [TACCakUpa B CIIEIIKe. — A Kak ke IpUeM y repLoruHu?!

[Mpu3Hatock, YTO HaJeXkAa Ha ero Mpo3peHue OblIa, HO CMYyTHAsI, M s HE CJIMIIKOM yIUBUJIACH,
KOTZIa APaKOH MPUTBOPHJICSA, UTO HE yCIIbIal. TOMBKO jKeCTKUeE IOl PACTSHY/IMCh B OCKaJle, MOTI,
ara, Oonraii, OonTaii, 30ech B 00Jakax BCe PAaBHO HEBHIHOCMMO TOCKJIMBO, nociymiaeM. Hy, ianHo,
€CJIM ero He TPeBOXaT YyBCTBA Halllell MpaBUTEIbHULIBL, TO MHE JI0 Hee BOOOIIIE JieJia HeT.

Cuxy cebe, nedy cede, cMOTpIo cebe. . .

A oOnaka 6eJIbIM TYMaHOM 33/IeBaIOT JIa/I0Hb, IEKH, JUTMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, M IPOILIBIBAIOT MUAMO.
BaxHo, BeTMUeCTBEHHO, MEPEKUIbIBAsICh B 3HAKOMbIE 00pa3bl. BoT To manekoe 001ako, 4To MoyYTH
BO3JI€ COJIHIIA — AyPb-TPaBa, IAXKe JIENIECTKU ITOXO0XKH, a TO, YTO 32 HUM — JIETaJl, CTOSILIMIA Ha KOJIEHSIX
niepen JIIOOUMOM. IX... ObIBaeT Xke. .. JIIOOOBb. . .

S, BUAMMO, Tak TPOMKO B3/I0XHY/A, YTO JAPAKOH pa3gymall urparb B riyxoro. OOepHyscs
BHEIJIaHOBO, 3a/iep’kajl BHUMATEJIbHBINA B3MJIsA] caripMpOBBIX 7143 HA MHE, U HavaJl CTPEMUTESIbHBIN
cryck. Takoil cTpeMHTeNbHBIH, YTO 51 HE TO, YTO B3JbIXaTh pa3ayMaa — s Jpluarh pazyuniacs! Ho
KOTZIa IO 3eMJIM OCTaBAJIOCh BCETrO HECKOJIBKO METPOB, APAKOH B3MAXHY.T KPbLIbSIMH M CHOBA HaOpast
BbIcOTY. TOJBKO 51 HaUasIa yCroKanBaThCsl — CHOBA caMOyOMiiLielt MeTHYJICs BHU3. V1 cHOBa moHsICA
B He0O.

— T-Tbl, — TONIOBOKPY’KEHHE 3aCTABUJIO IPUBATUTHCS K €r0 I1iee, OOHATH O KPENKOTO YIYIIIbs, —
ec/v NepeayMall MeHsl OXHIATh, TOIBKO CKakHU. 51 BOBCE He MPOTHB COMTH, a BHIOPACHIBATH TO, YTO
CaMOMY He HaJl0, a IpyTMM B CaMblil pa3, HU K yemy!

1 emie MHOTO 4ero XoTena cKa3arb, HO JPaKOH B3peBes Tak I'POMKO U OTYASIHHO, YTO 51 OCTa-
BWJIA BCE TOMBITKM 70 HEro AoKpuyarbest. Camy ceOsi He CIIBIIIHO, /1a M JIydllle ToOepeyubcs, YTOObI
He paccTpauBarh namy. MoXHO ero u ceifuac 1no3Barb, HO OYEHb YK OH HEPBHO pearupyer, eciv B
paauyce MATUAECATH METPOB OT MEHsI MyKCKasi 0COOb KPYTUTCS. A 371eCh 51 cama OOHMMAIO, /1 ellie
CHXKY TaK IMMKAHTHO. .. HA 1IEe. ..

[To3op, B o01IEM.

Bor npmsemmmmcest. .. Tak, keratu, nomydiie OyeT: 4To mary, paayd TpeX IPaKOHOB OT BakK-
HBIX Jen oTpbiBaTh? OH Jake He pas3Beercsl. A BbIBey-Ka s €ro Ha KJIaH, MOKaXy OOBHHHUTEIIHHO
NaJbYMKOM B IOXUTUTEINEH, 2 OH CIAaceT MEHS U eIlle ¥ BHIKYIT BO3BMET, YTOOBI CBOI0 COKPOBHIITHHUITY
TMIOIIOJIHUTB, U MOAYMAET, Kakas e y Hero j1oub Myapas! Takas mMyzapas, yTo BOBce He HYKHO KJaTh
neproJa oOpallieHus, YToObl el MUp MOKa3aTh.

Hy, Beb MOXeT OH Tak ec/lv M He CKa3aTh, TO OAyMaTh, BEPHO?

IToxocuBIIMCh Ha MEHs, JPAaKOH Hayall CIyCK, HO Ha STOT Pa3 IUIABHBIA, MEAJIEHHbIHA, KaK
00J1a4K0, MUMO KOTOPOTO MBI TIposieTaTi. M Ha 3TOT pa3 10Bes Hauatoe O KOHIA, TPU3eMIIMIICS. A
MHe BCTaBaTh He XOTeNnoch. Jlexy cede, nepkych cede, cTapaTesibHO He CMOTPIO Ha JbIpY B IEIepe,
BO3JIe KOTOPOI MBI 04y THJIHCH. [la s BooOIIIe ee He 3ameualo. Ee 31ech 1 HeT, TeM 6oJ1ee eclii 3aKphITh
rasa. ..

A, MOXeT, M He CTOMJIO 3TOrO AeNaTh, KCTaTH, IOTOMY UYTO OTKPBIB I71a3a, 5 MeIepy, 1eiCTBU-
TEJIBHO, HE YBHJENA, TAK KaK MEHs KPErKO MPYKMMall K cebe BBICOKMI MYKYMHA, U MOH B3IJISI[
YIIUPAJICS €My B TPYAHYIO KJIETKY.

11



H. Pyueii. «Caunts. EnuHcTBeHHas U1t JpakoHa»

— He maub, — morpocui oH Tak MPOHUKHOBEHHO, YTO MHE Jlake 3aXOTeJI0Ch OOEPHYThCS U
TO’€ MOMTPOCUTH KOTO-TO TaM He IJIaKaTh. A TIOTOM APaKOH IMPOBEJI IO MOEH 1ieKe OOJBITMM MaJTblieM
u opropu1: — He ruiaub. — U 51 moHsi1a, 9T0 OH MPOCHUT MEHs, U TUIauy 51, BOT TOJIBKO HE TIOHUMAJIA,
3a4eM M KaK sl MOIJIa P! MOCTOPOHHHUX ?

— Jla s v He qymana! — BBIBEpHYJIACh U3 €ro pyK, MOCMOTpesia TPO3HO Ha BXOJ B TeIepy, Ha
APaKOHOB, MPU3EMIIMBIINXCS YyTh MOOAANb. — [louemy Mbl 31ech?

VY MeHs1 He CIIUIIKOM OOJbIIINe TIO3HAHUS reorpaduu, HO YK SIBHO 3Ty Ielepy Aake B IIyTKY
He HazoBellb JJomHon [IpakoHos. [lonvHa — 3TO MPOCTOP, pa3oiibe, BOJIsl, TaM JaKe JBIIIUTCS T0-
0COOEHHOMY, a 371eCh... §l caenana BCero JIMIIb IIar, KOrjaa JIpakoH IENKO CXBATUII 32 Mperuieube.

— Jlautpitie mponacth, — v 1l HATJISJHOCTH, YTOOBI HE COMHEBAJIACh, OOHSLT, pa3BEPHY.I B CBOMX
OOBSATBHSX U TIOKA3AJL.

['onoBa 3akpyskuitack, He CTOJIBKO OT BBICOTHI — JIETENA K€ 51 Ha JPAKOHE — CKOJIBKO OT CTpaxa,
YTO 51 MOIJIa OCTYNUThCS. M 51 cama cxkaja MyKCKHe JIaJIOHH, 3aCTaBUB ce0sl CMOTPETh BHU3, YTOObI
nepeOOpOTh HUKYEMHBIN M 3aI03JJIBIH CTpax, U ake cieiaia mar Brnepes. B MyXckux oObSITHsX.
Ho mar k cBoeii cBoboze. U ¢ ynoBobCTBUEM BOXHYJIA TIOTHOM TPYAbI0. DX, ObLIA OBl Y MEHSI KPbI-
JIbs1, pacripaBuiia Obl X U B3JIeTeNa — BHIIIIE, ellle BhIlIe. .. M CJIOBHO MPOYMTAB MOM MBICIIH, APAKOH
COPBAJICSI CO CKaJIbl U MOJIETEN, B MTHOBEHbE CMEHUB OOJIMK — CHaYajIa BHU3; YCIIBIIIAB MO JIOBOJIb-
HBIl BCKPHK — METHYJICSI BBEPX, 32 00JIaKa, TyAa, I/ie He JOCTaHyT HeIOyMEHHbIE B3IJISI/IBl €r0 TpH-
sreneil. HaBctpedy conHeuHomy HeOy.

— Eme? — cripocun MeHsl, Korja COoNHIIe, KaKeTcsl, IPUKOCHYJIOCh K MaKYyIIKe.

— Eme! — pacxoxoTanach s, MPHKUMAsCh K APAKOHY, MPsYach 3a HEro, MOJCTAaBIsASl €ro
MaKYIIIKy BMECTO CBOEH. A OH T'POMKO XMBIKHYJI 1 CHOBA HaOpaJt BHICOTY. Tak 1 KpyXHJIU MBI, pacce-
Kasi He0O ero KpbUIbIMU M MOMIM CMEXOM, a TIOTOM $I BCTIOMHUJIA, YTO 3TO HE MPOTYJIKA, a IOXHUILEHUE
1 BooOIIIe, eciiv He cOery, y MeHs cBajjb0a, ¥ HAaCTpOeHHe Pe3KO MOKATUIOCh BHU3. M BHOBb IPaKOH,
CJIOBHO TTOYYBCTBOBAaB, COABUJI BBICOTY, CKOPOCTb ¥ ME/IJIEHHO BEpHYJI HAC Ha CKally.

— Thl OO /IEIIb BHYTPH, — OTAAJ PACTIOPSIKEHHUE, CJIeTKa MOATAIKUBAast KO BXOY B TeIIepy. —
Mow zpy3bsi yKe pa3Ber OroHb, TaK YTO CTpalIHO He OyneT. — S (bIpkHy/a, OH CHUCXOTUTEIBHO
YJIBIOHYJICSI, HUYYTh HE TMOBEpUB B OpaBamy. — 5 cKopo.

1 cHOBa (pBIpKHYJIA — ITYCTh CO BTOPOU MOMBITKH, HO JIOMKHO K€ BBIATH yoeauTenbHo?! Ha uto
APaKOH pacTsIHYJ I'yObl B ellle OOJbIel YIbIOKe M CAMOYBEPEHHO 3as1BUII, KaK IPHUIeYaTat:

— INoka 51 oTCyTCTBYI0, OCTapaiics MPUBBIKHYTh K TOMY, UTO 51 TeOs1 He BepHY U pyrux y te0s
He Oyger.

U yneren, MaxHyB aBaHTIOPUHOBBIM KPBUIOM, MOJI, 3aXOM B TeIepy, pacronaraics. Ara, Kak
ke, yxe crienty K Bamemy masanty! HaBepHoe, He Oyay-Ka st KJaTh, TOKA TIOXUTUTEIN MEHS B KJIaH
MIPUHECYT, TIOTOMY YTO Telepa, TEMHOTA, TPH MYKCKHUX OCOOH U s — 3TO KaK-TO JIsI IEBMYbEH YECTH
ornacHo. [la, perieHo, npsiMo ceiyac 30By CBOEro marty!

OrisiHynach — OTHEHHBIE OTOJIECKU U3 TeIIephl ObUIM TAKUMH SIPKMMHU, CIIOBHO JAPAKOHbI MOK-
Mauti costHIle. [Ipuciyinanach — neperoBaprBaloTCsi MeXLy COOOH, HO CIIOB He pa300parh — JPaKOHbSI
peun? U 31ech HarsIbIM TBapsIM HAJI0 BBHIMIEHIPUTHCS — BCE Pachl TOBOPSIT HA OJJHOM SI3bIKE, 4 3TH eIle
Y CBOM MpUAYMaJH, TUMa, Myapeiimue. Takas 3710CTh MEHs HaKpbljia, YTO JAyMaJla U HE CMOTY BBIATH
B acTpaJl, HO TObl MPAKTUKH OOILEHHsI C OTIIOM He ponuti gapoM. Pyx, HacTpomnack. [ToTsHyaach
MBICJIEHHO. YBHIEIA.

Orer siexan B CBOEW JPAaKOHbEW CYIIHOCTH, JIEHMBO NiepeOrpasi pa3HOLBETHBIE APArolieHHO-
CTH, CJIOKEHHbIe TOPKOM Bozjie Hero. [TogHuman, paccMarpuBal B OTONIECKaX OrHsI, COrpeBalOIEro
Tietiepy, ¥ COTBOPSL BTOPYIO ropKy. [1o mpuiiypeHHbIM I71a3aM BUIHO OBLIO, YTO 9TO 3aHSITUE JOCTAB-
JISIeT eMy OrPOMHOE YJJOBOJILCTBUE, HABEPHOE, TOITOMY OH HE Cpa3y OTpearrpoBajl Ha MOM 30B.

«[Tana» — no3BaJia CHOBA.

[NonHs1 ApakoHBI0 MOPAY, TPUCTYILIAJICS.
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«[lama, — ckazasia s1 Kak MOXKHO Oe3pa3ImyHeld, YTOOBI He IepekrBall O0JIbIIe HEOOXOAUMOTO, —
ThI TOJILKO HE BOJIHYWCSI, HO MEHsI IOXUTUIA M HAMEKAIOT, YTO ST BBIXOXKY 3aMYK».

W 10 1111 51 mepecTapanach ¢ 6e3pazuureM, TO JIM OTell He MTOBEPUII, YTO KOMY-TO TOHaZOOMIIOCH
TAKOE CYACThe KaK s, HECTICHTHO TMOHSUI CJeAYIOIMI KaMelleK, pacCMOTPEN €ro U MepesioKUI B
HOBYIO TOPKY.

«[ama, 51 ceppe3HO», — CKa3aJa si, Ha YTO JPAKOH 3aIIIeJICs TAKMM IJTyXHUM M TPOMKHM XOXOTOM,
YTO CTEHbI TIEHIEePhl APOTHYIIH.

«W k1O TEOS MOXUTHII?» — CITPOCHJT OH, OTCMESIBIIIUCH.

«Tbl HE TOBEPUIIIB, TTaMa, — s TOCTapaylach He PA303JIUTHCS, YTOOBI HE pa3pylIUTh MEHTAJIbHYIO
CBsI3b, — HO JipakoH! Harielil, caMOyBepeHHbI, KaK ThI. .. — s XOTeJa cKa3aTh, MOJI, KaK Thl U MPey-
MpexJajl, HO OTell CHOBAa pacXoXoTaycs. — Thl UTo... — s Jake onemmuia. — Thl COBCeM 3a MeHs He
BOJIHYyelbCsi? [».

«O, — IPOTSIHYJI OH, IPUMEPSIS OOVH U3 TSIKEJBIX OpaciieToB, — eci Obl TeOs TOXUTHIT TaKOU
K€ HarJIblid ¥ CAaMOYBEPEHHBIN IPAKOH, KaK s, TBOW Mamna Obl yke MUaJICsi, YTOObI MIePErphI3Th eMy
ropJIo, CHIAJIMTh HA TMPABEAHOM OTHE, a Tene pacnbunTh B Hao. ..»

«W uto )e Teds ynepkuBaeT?!» — U3yMUJIACh 51, M HA BCSIKUM Cilydyail HanoMHmIa: — «[lama,
s1 COBCEM HE XOUy 3aMyxk !»

«Ecnu Obl TeOs1 MOXUTHIT JPAKOH, 104Yb, YTO BOBCE HEBEPOSITHO, TOTOMY UTO HH OIHOTO M3 HUX
HeT B AHHJAT, a Apyrue MOHCTPBI HE MOCMEIOT M B3IJISHYTh B TBOIO CTOPOHY, Tarma TeOsi CrpsTa
HAaJIe)KHO, He Oecriokorcs. .. Tak BOT, eciii Obl TeOsI TOXUTHII IPAKOH, Tl Obl CeYac He pa3riiaroiib-
CTBOBaJIa, XOUEIIIb MJIM HE XOUelllb 3aMyK. Thl ObI yKe JaBHO OblTa 3aMyXkKeM U, BO3MOKHO, TTO] TBOUM
cepaLeM yxke OUIIoCh elle OTHO Cep/lle, MAJIEHBKOTO TAKOTO IPAKOHUYHKA».

Sl BcnbIxHYI, XOTS OTEIl M He MOT 3TOTO BU/IETh, MHE BCE PaBHO OBbLIIO HEYIOOHO TOBOPHTH C
HUM Ha Takue TeMbl. [{pakoHbs MPsAMOTa M HUKAKOH JeJTMKATHOCTH !

«A Tak, — OH cJieJ1aj yCHJIe HaJl CBOEH JIEHBIO M MPUIIOAHSICS, TTOBEJI HOCOM, 3aKpPbLJI IJ1a3a,
COCPEeOTOUMBIIUCH Ha OLTYIIEHHUsIX, U PE3IOMUPOBAJI, — & TaK $1 CJIBIILY, YTO Y TeOsl Bce B TIOPSIKE,
THI TPOCTO COCKyUMJIach 1o MHe. Hy 4To %k, — OTKMHYJ OIVH 3a0paKOBAaHHBIN KaMeIlIeK K BBIXOIY U3
TerIephl, — s1 CKOpO HaBelly Bac ¢ MaMoH. Tor/ia M MOroBOpyUM Ha CUET TBOETO. .. XKM. .. 3aMYKECTBa».

W ynpiGHYBIIHCH TaK, OYATO TOIBKO €My M3BECTHA KaKas-To IIYTKa, OTELl 3apbUICs MATepHEN B
rOpY COKPOBHIII, OTKJTIOUMB MEHTAJIbHYIO CBsI3b. M uTO MHe feaTh? Sl HepBHO OIISIHYJIach Ha TeIIepy
— TaM BCE TO Xe: OTOHb U MeJJIeHHAasl peyb, a C Heba, 3aCTIOHssI TEMHBIMU KPBUIbSIMH CHHb, YXKe
crryckasicsi gpakoH. [Toxoxe, Bce-Taky He U30eKaTh packiiaga: TP MYXKCKHX 0COOH, Teriepa u si.

B3noxHyna 1 MeJIeHHO ToluIa K YepHOM JIbIpe, YTOOBI HEKOTOPBIE TYT HE AyMaJu, OyATO 5 UX
BCTpevalo. A, MOXKeET... 3aTeTUIMIach HalleXkJa. .. MOXeT, rnara npas? M Bce 3T0 Kakoe-To Heiopasy-
Menue? BoT roneran aBaHTIOPUHOBBIHA, YCIIOKOMJICS U TIOHSUT, YTO OIIMOCS U HY’KHO OBbLJIO BHIOUPATh
CaiiB. Hy na, Beb MOXET HACTYNUTh MTpo3peHure? B KOHIe KOHIIOB, OH JIake MaJiblieM MeHsI OOJbIIe
HE TPOHYJ... HY... TIOCJIe KPBIIIH... KOTJa JepKajl Ha pyKax... A eciau Obl ASHCTBUTEIIHEHO XOTe
JKEHUTHCS, BOH, Iara TOBOPHT, TAKOTO ObI YK€ CO MHOU C/Iena. . .

C Hagex oM, 4To OTel] He ommobaeTcs, 1 00epHyJIach, MOCMOTpPESIa Ha TOJIbKO YTO PU3EMITUB-
IIErocsi JPakoHa, CMeJIO BCTPETHJIa €r0 BOMPOCUTENIBHBIN B3IJIsII, HO KOI/Ia OH IOCMOTpPEJ Ha MEHs
nocie tpaHcopmanuu... O, mamouku!.. [Ipakon He nepenymai! B candupoBbix rmazax mbuiai
OTBET Ha BCE MOU COMHEHbSI: M CKOJIbKO Pa3, M KaK... B OOIIEM. .. TaM ObUIO YETKO U M0 MyHKTHKaM
pacnmcaHo, 4To OH XOTeJ Obl CO MHOH C/IENaTh. ..

Sl HBIpHYIA B TIeHepy, a 3a CIIUHOW MOCTIbIIIAJICS CMEIIOK, HO He oOuaHbIiA. [la, camomooue
3aj1e1, HO CJIOBHO M3BHHSISICh 32 3TO, JIACKOH MEPHIIIKa CKOJIB3HYJI 110 MO3BOHOYHUKY. f cena y Koctpa,
OIISI/IBIBASICh, TI€ IPAKOHBL. A, HET U J1aaHo. He no Hux. BeTpeBokeHHOE cepriiie He XOTeNo yCroKa-
MBAThCsI, ¥ BOT HE CTpax ero TPEBOXKWJI, a YTO-TO HE3HAKOMOoe, BonHylollee. HaBepHoe, BHe3anmHoe
OCO3HAHHUE, YTO Marna ToXe MOXKeT onmodarbesi? B modom ciydae, APyrux MpearonokeHuid y MeHs
He OBUIO.
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VcrplinaB pUrTyieHHBIN 3BYK, 51 TIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY — B IENIepy MEUIEHHO M He CITycKasl C
MeHsI B3IVIsI1a, BOILENT MOW MOXUTUTENb. BOT MHTEpEeCcHO, BAPYT MOAyMAaJioCh, a KaKue y JIPaKOHOB
cBagpObI? C OONBIIMM COMHEHMEM TMOKOCWJIACh Ha PAaJOCTHBIA KOcTep. Yuia, uTo Mbl BaBoem. U
CHOBa TiepeBeJia B3IVIs/L Ha IpakoHa. A OH, BATbsDKHO TIPUCIOHMBIIMCH K CTEHE Telepbl, Haouonan
32 MHOW C yJIBIOKO# COOCTBEHHHUKA, 3aMOTyYMBIIETO B COKPOBHUIIHUITY HOBBIH IPAarolleHHbIN KaMEHb.

[MonaBurcs!

1 cHOBa MoMBITaNIACh YCKOJIB3HYTh B acTpasl, HO Oe3ycreniHo. Tak v cujesna MomycTy ¢ 3aKpbl-
THIMHU TJIA3aMH, TIOKA IPAKOH PAaCXakKMBaJl BOKPYT KOCTpa, IOKA Ha HEM YTO-TO MOAKAPUBAI BKYCHO
ApasHsilee HO3IPH, MOKAa BEPHYJIUCH €r0 MPUSITENH. . .

— Ioersb.

OTKpBIB 171232, YBUZENA, YTO MHE MPOTITUBAIOT HAa BEPTEJe Ybl0-TO TYIIKY U TEPMOC C BOJOM,
Y 3[]paBO pacCyaMB, UTO JUIsl moOera HyKHbI CHJIBI, HE CTasla OTKas3biBaThcsl. Ha BKyc ea okasasnach
CbeIOOHOM, HO BOT OBbI COJH. .. ABAaHTIOPMHOBBIN pa3kasl JIAJIOHb U YyTh TIOCHINAT OeJible KPYIHIIbI
Ha Moe Omoz0. §1 MONO3pHUTENHHO JIM3HYJIA U BCKUHYJIA HA HEro I71a3a — YUTaeT MbICTH?!

— MBI rOBOpHIIH, YTO OH — KOJIAYH, — HATOMHUJI MHE OJJIH U3 JIPAaKOHOB.

— O4YeHb CUJIBHBIN KOJYH, — XOXOTHYJI BTOPOM, YHHUUTOXasl HE MTUYKY, KakK $, a TYIIKY Yero-
TO orpoMHoro. [Ipuuem, y MeHs CIOXKUIIOCH BIIEUaTJIEHUE, YTO B XOPOIIME MaHEPhl C pa3pe3aHrueM
TYIIKY HA YaCTU OHU UTPAIOT UCKJTIOYUTESIHHO Pay MEHs, a TaK OBl BrPHI3IIUCH B HEE C IByX CTOPOH,
’Ka/IHO pa3pbIBasi 3yOamu.

[omopumBIIHCH, 1 TPOCEANIA 32 UX JMIIAMUA, HO OHH BCE TaK ke J0OPOAYIIHO MOJCMenBa-
JMCh Halo MHOW. Hu karum oOupl. 3HaUUT, KOJIYH OfvH. M 3HAUUT. .. — 5 caenaia Haja coOOH ycH-
e ¥ TIOCMOTpeJia HallpOTUB — HY Ja, CAMO BHUMaHKe, M KOHEYHO, MOU Pa3MBIIILJIEHUSI MUMO HEro
HE MPOCKOMNBb3HY/IM. M Kak MHe, MHTepecHO, cOexaTb?

— MBpi Ha cKasie, — JpaKoH MPOTSHYJ MHE ellie OJHY TYIIKY Ha IMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOM BepTelie. —
JIs1 Hac BBICOTAa MaJieHbKasi, CTO IBAIIaTh METPOB, HO TeOe, YTOOBI pa30UTHCS, XBATHUT.

Sl mpomonyana, a MoeB M yTOJIUB XKaxk[Iy, IPUTBOPUIIACE, YTO XOUy OTJOXHYTb M YKe OTcela
M0oAaJb, MPUKPBUIA IJa3a, YTOObI CHOBA MOMPOOOBATh YCKOJIBb3HYTh B aCTpaj, KaK YCJbIIIaia ABa
CMEIIIKa ¥ OJJHO 3aMeYaHUe CO B3[I0XOM, KaK HEpa3yMHOMY peOeHKY:

— V3BuHM, HO TOKa MBI € TOOOI HE CBSI3aHbI, HE NMEIO JKeJIaHHs 3HAKOMUTBCSI C TBOMM TAIioM.

Henasuorcy! — 6ozmymunace .

— DTO NMPOUJET, — OTMAXHYJICS.

H ne nodymaro evtiimu 3a meos 3amydxc! — npedynpeduna.

— O6pa3yMHuIIbCs, — IPEABKYIIAoIIee YILIOHYICS.

Lamot... [la s...

— Jla, — qpaKkoH MJIaBHO MOIHSLICSA, TIOOIIEN KO MHE, a TIOTOM IPUCEN HAPOTUB, 3aTJIsIbIBAs
B I71a3a ¥ OyKBAJIBHO TMITHOTU3MPYS B3MIsiioM. — 1. U Te1. OcTasnbHoe TuiHee.

Ero cnoBa npo3Byyanu Kak KOMaHja it AByX IpakoHOB. OHU MOIHSIIUCH, TIOTSHYIUCh, pa3-
MUHAS TUIEYH, BBIIIUTU U3 TIEIEPbl, XOXOTHYB IPH BUJIE HAC B TIOJTYIIIAre IPyT OT APYTa, U s YCIbIIIaa,
KaK pacKpbUIUCh B MOJIETE X KPBUIBS.

MBbI ocTanuch ¢ aBaHTIOPUHOBBIM OfIHU, B HEOOBATHOM memiepe. OHU, He cunTasi OrHsl, KOTO-
PBIii 1T PAKOHOB CBsIieHeH. M 9T0 3HAYMT. . .

— He 6oiicsi, — mporenTan ApakoH, MPUCIOHUB JaA0Hb K MOEH IeKe M OOJBIIUM MaJIbIIeM
MOIJIAKUBAS TT0J] HAanOoJIee IOCTPAJABIINM CErOAHs I71a30M. [10ToM — 1os BTOpBIM.

Ha s1 1 He Gosinack, B OOIIEM-TO, MTPOCTO. .. HE MO0 MHE 3TO BCe, MOXUIIEHNE, PAaKOHbI, CBa-
apOa... Y MeHs Ha ceOsl pyrue IJIaHbl. .. ObUIH. . .

JlpakoH y/ipIOHYJICSI — CHOBA TIPOYEsT MOU MBICJIH, ¥ BOT 3TO €r0 yMEHHE MEHsI HAIpsIJIo axe
Ooubilie, YeM TpecTosImas cBs3b. He mobmo, korga 6e3 crpoca 3arisaapBaioT B aynry. He mooso,
Korjga KoHTponupylot. He mo6mo, koraa He cBoOoaHa. $1 3aapIXaock, BHY.
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— JlpakoHbs1 KpPOBb CHJIbHA JJaKe YePe3 CEAbMOE KOJIEHO, — IPAKOH 3aAyMYUBO IVIA€] MHE MOJL
ra3. — [lonumalo TBOM 4yBCTBa, HO €3 IPUCMOTpA TMOKa HE MOTY OCTaBHTb.

— Bourbes, uro yoery?

— Her, Gotoch, 4TO momnbiTaembes yoekarb U HaBpeauilb ce0e, a TBOsE O€30MaCHOCTD JIIsl MEHS
BaKHEH, YEM. .. JaKe TBOE KEJIAHUE.

Cyns no BceMy, B IJIaHbI ApaKOHa He BXOAMJIO HAOpPachIBATHCS, €/1Ba MbI OCTAJIMCh BIBOEM,
U s 4yTh paccnadunack. OH KMBHYII, U 51 BOOOIIIE ceJla BOJIbHO, COTHYB HOTY B KOJICHSIX M paccMar-
pUBasi CBOETo MOXUTHUTEIISL. XOPOII, HA/I0 MPU3HATH. .. HO TOJIBKO ApakoH paloCTHO BCTpeneHyJIcs,
BHECJIa MBICJICHHYIO TTOTIPABOYKY: XOPOIII, HaI0 MPU3HATh, M OHU Obl IPEKPACHO cMOTpesHch ¢ CaiiB.
W 3nech yk s moctapajiach MogyMarb 000 BCeX ee TOMOKUTENbHBIX KauyeCTBaX: U UTO XO3SIONIKA, 1
YTO KpacaBulla, U YTO MEUTAET 3a JIPAaKOHA BHIUTH, U el BeJb cyxkaeHo. Eil. He mue. Ho Ha Bce Mou
CTapaHusl JPAKOH 3€BHYJI, CKENITUYECKH MPUTIOAHSLT OpOBb, BRICTYIINBAs AUpUPaMObl TIpearnoara-
€MOI HEBECTE U HArJIO 3asIBUII:

— 41 yxe MOHSIL, YTO THI HE TaK MJeaJTbHA, KaK MOPYyTa, C KOTOPOU BB IbsTHCTBOBAJIM HA KPHIIIIE,
HO MEHATh Bac He Oyay. Ecim xouemb, cuuTaii, 4to y MeHsl lypHOW BKYC, XOTSI HA CAMOM JeJie €CTh
Apyrasi MpUYrHa.

OH cneumasipHO czienal nay3sy, XMTpo [IOCMOTPEB Ha MEHs1, HO 51 HU4ero He cipocuia. [oxana
TUIeYaMH, OCMOTpeJIach BOKPYT, OyITO BMECTO IeIepsl 3a1uia B J1aBKy IHOMUpbsI U cama cO CKyKH
3eBHyJ1a. Bot e %k, 3apasui! IHTepecHo, a MBI JOJITO errle 3/iech mpooyaeM? Kak-1o HEyI0THO B 3TOM
nierepe, M Korjaa Ha MeHs TaK CBepKAloT IJIa3aMHu. . .

JpakoH npuciymaics K 4emMy-To, CHOBA epeBeJ B3IJIs/L Ha MEHSI.

— Ceityac neTuM Jajbliie, — mopanoBai. — Thl mpaBa, 9Ta neriepa He MpUroHa s )KU3HHU, HO
TeOe HY)KHO ObUIO OTIOXHYTb.

— MoxkHO mogymaTh, 3TO sl Maxajia KpbUTbsIMU U Heclla Ha CBOeH I1iee rpy3. Tak v CKaxu, 4To
ycTas.

— Cnavana Tebe MOHPaBWIOCH JIETaTh, — CKa3al JPAKOH, — MIOTOM ThI 3aXOTella CBA3ATHCS C
narou, 4ToObl OH TeOs1 Crac, — s MOMBITANTACh HE OTKYCUTDb ceOe sI3bIK, KOI/la MOHSIA, YTO OH M3Ha-
YaJibHO OBbLT B KypCe MOMX IUIAHOB, — ITOTOM ThI 3arpycTuiia U ycrana. Ho moseps, cOBceM CKOpO ThI
CHOBa OyJIellb HACIAXKAAThCS TIOJIETOM.

HasepHoe, 31ech MHE Haflo pacTeubcs JIykKHLEN cYacThsl, MOJI, OH BCE JUIsl MEHs JIENaeT, BCE,
naxe ecau s mpotuB. Tak BOT, st mpotus! [IpotuB! { «3a» B €IMHCTBEHHOM BapuaHTe — €CJIU OH
MeHsI 37iech OCTaBHT! f He 0OMXKYCh, HE PACCTPOIOCH U O BO3BpAlIeHNH B AHUAAT, OIAronosyqHo
O TIOXHIIICHNH 3a0yIy.

— Honu, [Joau, — ApakoH MOIIENTKAT S3bIKOM, a s HEBOJIBHO B3[IPOTHYJIA, YCIIBIIIIAB CBOE UMSI 13
ero YCT, — Thl JJIs1 MEHsI HACTOJIBKO IIEHHBII TPy3, UTO JaXKe €CJIM Y MEHsI OOTOpsIT KPbUIbsl M BHIBEP-
HEeTCsI 11esl, s1 BCe paBHO TeOsI HE OCTABJIIO.

OH B3sJ1 MeH#1 32 PyKY U BbIBeJ U3 newepsl. Ha yiuiie cryctunuch cyMepku, COJIHIE CMEHUIIO
30JIOTUCTBIE JTyYM Ha KpacHble — KpacoTa HEOMHUCyemasi, KoTopasi IOMMMO BOJIM pacCeMBaeT TPEBOTY,
a eIe, BUANMO, Pa3Bs3bIBACT SI3bIK, IOTOMY YTO 51 CIIPOCHJIA!

— A Kakas apyras NpUuuHa, 10 KOTOPOM Thl HE XOYellb OMEHATh MeHs1 Ha CaiiB?

JlpakoH BbIIEpIKas may3y, MOJI, HaJo ObLJIO CIIPAIIMBATh PAHbIIIE, TOTSHYIICS C TAKMM YJOBOJIb-
CTBUEM, UTO yIMBHUTEIILHO, KAK Ha HEM HEe TPecHyJ1a pyoaxa, U 0OEpHYBIIMCH B 3BEPUHYIO CYIITHOCTb,
MPOPOKOTAI, 00JaBast TOPSIMM JIBIXaHUEM:

— CaiiB — mpoCTO JEBYIIIKA, KpacuBasi JEBYIIKA, HO U TOJIBKO, — TI0 BO3MOKHOCTH OCTOPOKHO
TIOJITOJIKHYJI MEHSI KOT'TEM K CBOEMY KPbLTY, OO/, TOKa s YCSIIyCh, M CHU3OIIEN JI0 BPa3yMH-
TEJIbHBIX MOSICHEHHH YiKe B IojieTe, Oyay4d yBEpEeHHbIM, UYTO He HaJlealo rynocteil. — Thl — cauHT?,
Homu. Most canHT?.

W BOT mociie 3TUX CIIOB 51 TIOHSJIA, YTO YIU3HYTh Y MeHsI BOOOIIe HUKAKUX IaHCcoB. Pa3Be uto
JIET Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO, MOCe POKICHUS J0UEPH, OT KOTOPOW OTIIbI-APAKOHBI IIPOCTO CXOAST C yMa U
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AaloT HeoOayMaHHbIe obemmanust. [IoroMy 4To IpakoH HUKOTa J00POBOJILHO HE OTKaKETCs OT TOro,
B KOM IIpU3HAJI CBOIO TIapy.
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I'1aBa 3. BeiHy:K/1eHHOE€ 3HAKOMCTBO

Crenyromas nieriepa yxe Obula TIOATOTOBJIEHA IO Halero npusemiieHus. HaBepHoe, MMEeHHO
TSI STOTO aBAaHTIOPUHOBBIN U OTIPABUJI CBOMX NpUsITENIEH, a He JIJIsl TOTO, O YeM s TOrja ogymalia.
OroHp pagoCTHO MOTPECKUBAJ, pa3pbiBasi MOACTYMAIOIILYIO TEMEpb yXkKe U CO CTOPOHBI BXO/IA ThbMY;
JPaKOHBI CHJIEJIM B YEJIOBEUECKOM CYIITHOCTHU, IIPOKPYYMBast HA UIMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIX BepTesiax JBe
MaJICHbKUE TYIIKUA U OTHY OOJBIIYI0. A sl IPUMOCTHIIACH UyTh MOO/aJIb, YCTATIO MPUKPHIB IJIa3a, U
BCE-TaKH IBITAsICh HE YCKOJIB3HYTh B COH, & TO MaJIO JIH. ..

JpakoHam 10BepsATH Hesb3s1. Eciu TONIbKO ApakoH — He TBOM Marna. DTo nepBoe MpaBuio, KOTo-
poe MeHs 3aCTaBUII 3alIOMHUTH OTell. M Mama monrBepauIia.

JlpakoHam TpyJHO OTKa3aTh, IOTOMY YTO OHU KPACHBBI, 00JIaJal0T MAarHETHUECKOM CUJION TTpH-
TSDKEHUS, MOTYT TOpPa3UTh OYapOBaHMEM U CPa3UTh XapU3MOM JII0OYI0 0cOOb, BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH OT
nionia. [ToaTomMy psIoM ¢ IpaKOHOM JTydliie He HAaXOIUThCS, a €CJTH YK HaJIOOHOCTh BOSHUKHET, CYMETh
TIOJICTaBUTh BMECTO ceOsl KOro-To JIPYroro, J1adbl He TMoracTh Noj Japsl odasHuss. Ho Hevero ora-
caThCsl, €CIIM JPAKOH — TBOW Taria, OH Uil JOYEPU U TaK Bcer/ia MPeKpaceH U BHe KOHKypeHuuu. U
BTOpPOE MPABWJIO 51 YCIIENTHO cOOJTI0/Iaia, OKa B HAIlleM ropojie He ObUIO HYM OJJHOTO JIPaKOHa, a BOT
Ha KPpBIIIe XOTS U BCTIOMHUJIA MPeayIpeskIeHre MaMbl, a Bce paBHO BCTymnuiach 3a CaiiB. A Mama
npeayTpekaaia, IeIMKaTHO BHOCS MOMPABKH B PABUJIO HOMEP J1Ba, YTO JPAKOHBI HUKOTA HE CIIpa-
IMBAIOT, HE TPATAT BpeMs Ha OYapOBAHUE M YXaKUBaHUS, a OEPYT, UTO XOTAT, [IOTOMY UTO BEJIUK
IIaHC Ha OTKAa3 HapBaThCI.

JIpakoHBI — TEPIIETUBBI U MY/IPbI, 00JIaAAI0T MPEKPACHON MaMSTHIO, ¥ JIy4Ille UM He TIepeUHTh,
a U3HAYaJIbHO CYMTATh BCE MX PEIlIeHUs] UICTUHHO BEPHBIMU, KOO TaK U ecTb. OcOOEHHO, ECITU APAKOH
— TBOH mama. ITo TpeThbe MPaBIJIO, KOTOPOE IMBITAJICS BHYIIMTH MHE OTell, HO MaMa Oblj1a OJIvke U,
MOXET, TIOTOMY yOeJUTebHEH, KOTia 3aCTaBiIa 3allOMHHTh, YTO IPAKOHBI — JICHUBBI, YBAHJIUBHI,
3aHOCUMBBI, 3JIONIAMSITHBI ¥ KpaiiHe HEIOBEPUMBHI, U JIyUllle HE TPATUTh BPeMsl Ha CIIOp, BCE PaBHO
HE TOBEPSAT, UTO OIMUOAIOTCS.

JlpakoHBbI HUKOT/IA HE CBSIKYT CBOIO KU3Hb HAJIONIO C KEM-JIM00, MPEIIOYnTast OJMHOYECTBO,
CaMOCOBEPITIIEHCTBOBAHHE U JJparolieHHbIe KaMHU. Bce OTHOIIEHHsI ¢ HUMU BeIyT K HEMUHYEMOMY
PasphIBY, €CITM TOJIBKO JPAKOH — HE TBOM Tara WK Thl He CAUHT JIPYroro JpakoHa. [IpakoH ckopee
BBIOPOCHT aJIMa3 U3 CBOEH COKPOBUIIHMIIBI, YeM MPUIMHUT BPEJI WU OTITYCTUT CBOIO Mapy. 1 Mmama
TIOJITBEPIIIIA, BHECS OJIHY TOMPABKY, YTO €CTh HIOAHC, KOTJIAa JPAKOHA IMPOCTO CHOCHT C KaTyIIeK U
OH COIJIACEH BBITIOJHUTH JII0OOE KeJlaHue CauHT. Mama B TeMe, IOTOMY 4TO UMEHHO TaK TOJTyJua
HOMHHAJIBHYIO CBOOO/Y OT Tartbl. A MHE BOT, €CJIM YeCTHO, He YJIbIOAJIOCh JK/1aTh, TOKA POIUTCS JI0Ub.
Jla MHe 1 cBagpOy KIaTh He YJIbIOAIOCH.

A Kak OBITB?

V MeHs 1a)ke MbICTIEHHBIN OJIOK YCTAaHOBUTH HE BHIIILIO. TOJBKO /1Ba cMeliKa 3apaboTtasia, OuH
HaITpsUKEHHBIN B3IJIS/T, KOTOPBIF MIOUYBCTBOBAJIA U C 3aK PHITHIMU IJIA3aMH, /14 JIETKYIO TOJIOBHYIO OOJTh,
HO OHa C KaX/IOW HOBOM TIOMBITKON OTTOPOIMTHCS BCe OOJBINE CIABIMBAJIa BUCKU. YJIOBUB KaKoe-
TO JBMDKEHHE HAlPOTUB, OTKpbUIa 1a3a. Hy, S 1 He cOMHeBasiach, KOTO YBHIKY — TaK, IIPOBEepHJIa
€IMHCTBEHHYIO JIOTaJIKy. ABaHTIOPMHOBBIN, CKJIOHUBIIIVCH, IIPOBEJT PYKOH 10 MOEW TOJIOBE, CKOJIb3-
HYJI OOJIBIIIM TaJIbIIeM TIOJl OJIMH IJIa3, MO/ BTOPOW, W MPEeXkIe YeM s ycresa OTIIATHYThCs (VK
BOOOIIe BCIIOMHWIIA, YTO HAI0 ObI 3TO C/ejaTh) BepHYJICA K npustensM. OHU MPOJOIIKUINA TUXO
TMIepEeroBaprBaThCsl Ha IPAKOHBEM SI3bIKE, a 51, HeJIOYMEHHO IMOHAOMIO/AB 32 HUMHU U He Pa3o0paB HU
CJIOBa, OISAITh 3aKpbUIa I71a3a. U yxe MoToM, COCKaib3biBasi BCE-TAKM B MUP CHOBHIICHUI, C YVBIIC-
HUEM OTMETHJIa, YTO TOJIoBa He OOJIUT U IJia3a, MOCTpaaBIlve OT pyKonpukiaacrsa CaiiB, coBceM-
COBCEM HE HOIOT.

Ho BeicnaThecst He ynanoch. MeHsi paCTOPMOIIMIIM, BCYYHMIM YyTh TOICOJCHHYIO TYIIKY (I,
HAJCI0Ch, ITUYKHN) M MSATKO, HO HACTOMYMBO MEPEMECTHIIM K KOCTPY. MSTKO — B TOM CMBIC/IE, UTO
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OepeskHO OTHEeC/IM Ha pyKax. A HACTOWYHMBO — B TOM CMBbICTIE, UTO HE CIPAIMBAJIH, XOUY JIU 51 pa3ze-
JIMTh MYXKCKYIO KOMITAaHHIO. BOT MCKJTIOUMTETBHO U3 YyBCTBA CAMOCOXPAHEHUS S He COMPOTUBIISNIACH,
Y BOBCE HU TIpU YeM carnppoBbIe I71a3a U TO, YTO HEKOTOpPbIe CHIIPAM POJIb MOETo Kpecia. S He
MIPOCHJIA, XOTsI, IPU3HATHCSI, CITMHE TaK ObLJIO OUeHb YI0OHO, 0COOEHHO TIOCIIE ITTMTEILHOTO MepeieTa.

JIpakoHy Kak-TO ylIaBajoCh HE TOJIBKO HEe MeIlaTh MHE €CTh HEBOJIbHBIMU TIPUKOCHOBEHU MU,
HO U1 He rojiofiath caMmoMy. OTHOM PyKOW OH YITUPAJICS B MOJI, 2 BTOPOU OTJIAMBIBAJI KYCKHU. .. HE XOUYy
Jaxke qyMaTrh KOTO... U OHU JIOBKO McUe3asi y Hero Bo pry. [ToHaOmonaB 3a qpakoHaMH HAITPOTUB,
s 3aMeTHJIA, YTO OHU TOXE OTVIAMBIBAIOT KYCKH, OOJIBIIIUE KYCKH, Pa3MEepPOM CO CBOIO JIaJJOHb, U TIPO-
[J1aTHIBAIOT, TPAKTUYECKH HE Pa3KeBbIBAS.

S mokocuIach Ha aBaHTIOPUHOBOTO, 2 OH, OTCATIOTOBAB MHE OUEPeIHBIM KyCKOM MsIca, OTITpa-
BUJI €T0 B POT, OJIMH pa3 CKaJl YEJIOCTH U TIOTSHYJICS 32 CIIAYOIINM.

— TBo¥1 OTell He XKUBET C BaMU, — CKa3aJl OH, M JIeJI0 He B YIMBUTEIBHON TIPO30PJIMBOCTH, KaK
sl OTUET/IMBO MOHMMAaJIa. — TBOM 3HAHUS O JPAKOHAX HACTOIBLKO MaJbl M IIPOTUBOPEYMBBI, UTO STUH-
CTBEHHBIN BapUAHT WX TOMOJHUTh U OTJIMYUTDH MPABAY OT BBIMBIC/IA — MOXHWTh CO MHOW HEMHOTO
JOJIbIIIE.

[ToXuTh CO MHOM. .. HEMHOTO JOJIBIIIE. . .

Tak cka3aHO, CJIOBHO s YK€ COIJIaCHJIach KUTh ¢ HUM! Bosnee Toro — cJioBHO MBI yke HayasIu
COBMECTHYIO JKU3Hb! A Be/lb MbI JaKe. ..

— He Topormu coObITHS, — MEMHYJ JPAKOH, — MHE U TaK HEJIETKO CIEPKUBATHCS PAJIOM C TOOOM.

WU s mpouna B ero ria3zax Takoe AMKOe kKeJlaHue NMepelTy K TeM MyHKTUKaM, KOTOpble YBHU Iea
B HUX paHbIIle, WIN XOTs Obl HAYaTh TEOPETUIECKOE O3HAKOMJICHHE C HUMH, ceiiyac U HeMeJICHHO,
YTO BCYHYJIa €My B POT CBOIO TUYb BMECTE C AePEBIHHBIM BEPTEJIOM.

Jla ato O ThI IOJABHIICS, Tl KPbUIATHIA !

A OH CKaJT YeJTIOCTH U MPOTJIOTHJI, He TIONIEPXHYBIIUCH, HE 3aKAIUISBIIMCH ¥ TIPOJOIIKAS CBEP-
JIMTH MEHSI TOJIONHBIM B3IJIs110M. Takoro v He mpokopMuiib. HaBepHoe, oT4acTu moaromy Mama cOe-
’Kajia OT Tarlbl.

— Y10? — MokocuIach Ha IPaKOHA, 3aMETHB, YTO OH C TPYAOM CIIEPKUBAET CMEX.

— 4 aymato, — cka3aj OH, OTKPBITO MOCMEUBASCh, pPa3 BCE PABHO PACCEKPETUIIM, — YTO OHA
MBITaIach cOekaTh OT HErO, HO y Hee HUYero He BBIIILIO.

— U neitanack u cOexana, — OypKHya f.

— IIpITanack, — CTOSIT HA CBOEM JJPAKOH, — & TBOKM OTell CAeJall BUJI, YTO €€ OTITYCTHIL.

— Moii orelr IeHCTBUTENBHO €€ OTIYCTHII, — TaKasi CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh HAYMHAIa OTKPOBEHHO
37UTh. MHe-TO Jydille 3HaTh, KaK )KUBYT MOW POIAMTEIIH.

— JIpakoH He OTIYCTUT CaUHT3.

— A, MOXeT, OHa ¥ He CAauHT? ISl HEero, — s MoXaJia TiedaMu, MOJ, a 4TO, U TaK ObIBaeT, HO
JPaKOH PACKyCHJI MOE IIPUTBOPCTBO, TIOITYTHO OTKPHIB MAJICHBKYIO TPAKOHBIO TAWHY.

— ¥ ApakoHOB pOXKAAETCs T0Yb TOJIBKO OT CAalHT?. [109TOMY MepexoIum K TOMY, C Yero HavaJiu.
TBo¥ oTell He OTIycKas TBOW MaTh. CKopee BCero... — OH MOPrHYJI, M 51 BIIEPBbIC 3aMeTHJIa, YTO OH
Kak 3Mes1, BOOOIIE ITOr0 paHbliie He Aenai. — la, — mocie ceKyH/AHBIX pa3MbIIUICHUN U TpeObIBa-
HUS B acTpasie ckaszas JipakoH. — Ckopee BCero, OH ToIIes Ha 3TO IMTPOCTO YTOOBI TeOs CIIPATATh.

— Ot koro? — Bbl1aJIa, HE TIO/IyMaB.

— Hammpumep, ot MeHs1? — yJIBIOHYJICS TUIOTOSITHO APAKOH.

WU s 3agymanach, BIiepBble 3a MHOTO JIET 3aJyMalach, a MOUYeMy MOM OTell, KOTOPHIA AyIIH
HE YaeT BO MHE M MaTepH, KUBET oTaesbHO? Jla, BUOMMCS MBI TOBOJIBHO 4YacTo, XOTS s 3HAI0, YTO
narna teprerb He MoxeT AHuar. OH TOBOPHT, YTO €ro IYIIWT BCEe — OT 3aMKHYTOTO MIPOCTPAHCTBA
(ropon HaJiesKHO 3aIlUIIeH OT BTOPKEHUSI JEMOHOB) IO IPUMUTUBHOTO 3alIOIHEHUS] PETUCTPALIMOH-
HOW KapThl, IaXKe eCJTM BU3UT Ha TIapy YacoB. A ellle pa3apaxaioT KpblIaThie JIerai, KOTOpbie HOCSTCS
B HeOe C TAKUM BUIOM, Oy/ITO OHU JAPAKOHBI. VI CTUITIKOM MHOTO IOMOB, KOTOpBIE KaXKJJOMY KpHUar O
COCTOSTHMHM X KWJIbIOB. B MunnansHo# [JomrHe, 00,11000BaHHOM Jiera, MOHATHO — IPOCTOP, I0CTa-
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TOK, ¥ 5ka0bl TePIIOTMHH HETUIOXO ceOe YCTPOUIHCH, a BOT KOPPH. .. OTIa OYKBAJILHO paciipasi OrOHb
OT 3TOH HECIPaBEAJIMBOCTH, IOTOMY YTO MBI C MAMOM XWJIM B pailloHe KOpPpH, IICTh U HE B CaMOM
OeHOM KBapTaJie, HO Bce Ke.

Y Hac ecTb IeHbI'H, OTEII PETYJISIPHO CHAOXKAET U pa3, HABEPHOE, THICSUY sI cama CIIbIIIANA — YTo-
BapyBaJl MaMy TiepeexaThb B APYTYI0 4acTh TOPO/ia, HO OHA THXO-TUXO MTPUBOANIIA €My HEKHUE I0BOJbI,
OT KOTOPBIX OH ycriokamBajics. Ha BpeMst ocTaBisin 3Ty TeMy. A MOTOM OT KaKoro-HUOYIb MyCTsIKa
CHOBa BOCIIAMEHSIICS].

B nocnennuii pa3, OyKBaJIbHO HEJEIO Ha3aj, eMy He TIOHPaBUJIOCh, YTO B COCEIHHI C HAMU
JIOM BbeXaJl HE3HAKOMeIl, U KOTJa Mara MposieTan HaJl HallluM JOMOM, a s €ro BCTpedasna, ychedn
HE TOJIBKO 3aMETUTb, UTO s TIOXYAENa, HO U YTO HE3HAKOMEI] CIIUIIIKOM JIOIT0 MEHsI paccMaTpHUBal
B OkHO. [Tociie oObSITHI 1 3aBEpEHUH, YTO MOU MAaroyka caMblii JIydIluid Ha CBETe, B MEHS BITUX-
HYJI IPAKOHBIO TMalKy, MOJ, JOKaxu! Yacom Mmo3xe CHITHOTO 3aCTOJNbS, 51, JICHUBO TTPUTIOIHSIBIIIUCH
C IMBaHYMKa, HAOMOAAa B OKHO, KaK TMOCJIe ManMHOro OTeTa y HOBOTO COCE/Ia 3aropesiach Kphliia.
Cocen He TOJIBKO MOYMHWII CBOY JIOM, HO M YCTAaHOBHJI HA OKHAX JKaJTi03U M cTaBHU. Momya. [Ipakony
BCE PaBHO HE JIOKaXelllb, YTO OH HE MPaB, JIyyllle IePecTPaxoBaThCsl.

Wrtak, oTia Ham ropoj pasjpaxaer, HO OH ObIBaeT TaM pajau MeHs U Mambl. Ham ¢ HuUM
BCTpPEUH — 3TO OOIIEHNEe, CMEX U OTABIX UIsl AymH. VX BcTpeun... B o0mem, ecim Mama ioma, Koraa
MpUJIeTaeT mana, s OyKBaJIbHO YyBCTBYIO, KaK TUIABUTCS Jaxe BO3AYyX, M cOeraio k Caiis. [Ipenior
MPUIYMBIBATh HE HAJO; KMBOK OT TaIlbl — OJarogapHOCTh 32 MOHWMAaHWE, CMYIIEHHBINA B3TJISI OT
MaMBl, ¥ 51 32 IOPOTrOM, TIOKA IPAKOH He Pa3olesics. A marna MOKET. . . Mbl YK€ HECKOJIBKO pa3 MEHSLIH
MeOeJTb M TIepeKJIenBaId 00ropeBIe 000u, KOBPOB HAIOJIBHBIX Y HAC IAaBHO YK€ HET K pa304apo-
BaHMIO MOJIU. A, BIIpOYEM, MOJIM TOKE HET, @ BOT HOBBIH XKHJIEI] Ha Hee kKajoBaJics /10 TOro, Kak marna
CBOMM TOPSIYMM JIbIXaHUEM ITPOM3BEIT Y Hero ObIcTpylo ne3uHgpeknuio. Ho Tparta Ha OKHa M CTaBHU —
HUYTO MO CPABHEHUIO C TAKON IKCKITIO3UBHOM YCIYTOM.

B o6miem, k yemy s MPUXOXY B BUTUEBATBIX paccyskaeHusx? OTell He XO4eT ¥ He MOXKeT JKHUTh
B AHupaar — emy TaM TecHo. Ho mama?! Tlouemy oHa yiia ot Hero, Bens moout? U na, s B Kypce,
YTO OHA — €ro CauHT?, a 3HAUMT... DyX, ¢ yyeToM hakTa, YTO M MEHS 3aMUCHIBAIOT B CAMHT?, 5 HE
X0Uy JaXe yMaThb, YTO 9TO 3HAYMT B IIOJTHOM CMBICIE CJIOBA, HO. .. BMecTe um, eiicTBUTEIbHO, OBLIO
OBl JTy4Ille, ¥ MaMa HUKOT/Ia He TOBOPHJIA, YTO €l He HPaBUWJIKCh YCIIOBUSI, B KOTOPBIX €€ CofiepKall
OTell JI0 MOETO POKJICHUSI.

Tak B yem npuumnHa?

Bo mue? JleiicTBUTENBHO, BO MHE?

W TyT 51 BCIOMHMJIA, KaK pa3roBapuBalia ¢ OTIIOM, TIOKa aBaHTIOPUHOBBIH JIETaJl Ha MTPOMBICEIT.
W ecnu He TOCIOBHO, TO MenbKana (ppasa, Mo, He BOJHYMCS, HUKAKUX IPAKOHOB HET W OBITh HE
MOJET, Mara MeHsI HaJIe’)KHO CIIPATAI. ..

Crpsitan. A ot koro?

S mocmoTpesnia Ha aBaHTIOPUHOBOTO, a OH, TIOXOXe, U He CBOIMII ¢ MeHs B3rsaaa. U naxe He
IIEBEJIbHYJICS.

—INouemy oterr MeHsI IpsATas? — HACTYNUJIA HA TOPJIO TOPAOCTH, IPU3HABAS, YTO APAKOH MOKET
OBITH B YEM-TO TPaB. A OH, 110 XOIy, B 9TOM U CEKYH]Ibl HE COMHEBAJICS.

— ¥V Hero BNOJIHE MOTJIU OBITh U IPYTHE MOTHBBI, HO OIUH ITPOCIIEKUBACTCS COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO.

— Kaxkoii? — oH BBIHYX/IaJI MEHsI CITPAIIMBATh, U S CIIpAIMBaja, MOTOMY YTO 3HaJA: JPAKOHBI
OYeHb YIPSIMBI, a pa3roBapuBarh JIOOUTEN He Oosbile Moero. Eciu ecth BO3MOXKHOCTh CMOTYATh,
HEJIOTOBOPHTH, TaK U OyJIeT.

— 51 yxe Tebe ero 03By4HJI, — HAIIOMHUI, TYKaBO CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMH, — HO ThI HE TIOBEPUJIA.

Sl mpoKpyTHIa Halll Pa3roBOp U HEJAOBEPUMBO MOKocHiIach. OH KuBHYI. $1 pa3Bena pykamu.
OH cHOBa KMBHYIJL.

— He xouers ke Thl cKa3aTh, 4TO Tara 3HaJl 3apaHee, YTO Thl MEHs YKpaJIelilh ?
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JlpakoH yriepcst pyKoid B IOJI, IEPEMECTHB CBOW BEC M MEHs 3a0[JHO, M Teleph CO3[aBajioCh
OIIIYIIIEHUE, YTO OH MPOCTO ceOe MOMYJIEKHT, a 51, YKyTaHHASI €r0 BTOPOY PYKOM, HACTAUBAIO Ha ITHX
0OBATHUSAX, 1A U HE TOJILKO OOBSTHUSX, TOTOMY YTO JIMIA HAIIIK OKA3aJIMCh TaK OJIM3KO, UTO ero JbIXa-
HUE OMaJIMBAJIO MOU TyOBI.

JIBa Opyrux JIpakoHa YCUJIEHHO XXEBaJlM, MEPEeroBapuBasich MexIy coOOH, ¥ ObuUM OOJbIle
(boHOM, YeM CBUJICTEIISIMH WJIM YYACTHUKAMU Pa3roBopa. YBUIEB, YTO HUKTO OCYKJIAIOIIe He CIBU-
ract OpOBH U He TIOCMEUBAETCsI HAJl MOUM TOJIOKEHHEM, 51 HEMHOTO pacciiaduiack. U TyT xe ere Ha
CaHTHMETp OKa3ajach OJIMKe K ry0aM JpakoHa.

— He nymaio, uto OH 3apaHee 3HaJI, YTO s MOSIBIIOCH B AHHMJAT, — HECIICIIIHO Havyasl JIPaKoH,
BUIMMO, Pa3MEeCTUBIINChH, HAKOHEII, ¢ KoMdopToM [1s goiroi 6ecenpl. — 1 BooOIne He codupaics
MpWIETaTh, TaK MPOCTO, COBNAIO. JlaJHO, — 3aMeTHJI MO HeTepIeUBbI B[S, — BEPHYCh HE K
CaMoii 111 MeHsI IPUSATHOW TeMe — K TBOeMy Tarie. . .

U cHoBa 3amonyai. S HakyKkcuiach, a OH JyHYJI MHE B JIUIIO, OT Yero HACTPOEHHE MyCTh U He
YIIYYIIHAIIOCHh, HO OOMKATHCS MOKA PacXOTENIOCh.

—Wrak? — nonronknyna s1. — [Touemy Thl Jymaelb, 4TO MOM Mara MeHs CIpSATAN U Jake UMeelllb
HAIJIOCTh, — JPAKOH XMBIKHYJI, JUISI HUX 9TO KOMIUIMMEHT, 2 MHE He XKaJIKO, — Mpe/Iojararh, 4To
CIIPSITAJIA MEH$I OT TeOs1?

— Ila notomy, — CKa3aJi IPaKkoH, JIACKOBO MOIMPABJIsisi MOIO JUIMHHYIO YEJIKY 32 YXO, — UTO IepBOe,
910 OBI s CHeNaJl, KOrJa Y MeHsl POAMIACh JI0Yb... — MHOTO3HAYMTEIIbHBINA TAKOW B3IJIS, ara — ...
CIIpsATAJI ee.

— Or ce6s?

— Ot Bcex OCTaJbHBIX JpakoHOB. [loHMMaelb, — JPaKOH MPUHSUICS MOIIAKUBATh MEHS 10
roJioBe, a MOTOM 33yMAJICSl U TIOTSIHYJ OJIMKE 32 BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHBIE B XBOCT. BIOXHYJI, 3aKpbIB
1a3a, He CIopsi, TIO3BOJIKJI YyTh OTOABUHYTBCS OT HETO, HO BOJIOCHI HE OTITYCTHJI. — §1 yKe rOBOpuII,
YTO JIOYb POXKIAETCS TOJIBKO OT CAMHT?. ..

— T'oBopwi, — HeTepreMBo MojyIakHy/a. Her, st Toxke, KOHEYHO, s3bIK He JIIOMIO0 yTPYKAaTh,
HO 3JIeCh YK CJIMIIIKOM JIJTUHHBIC TIEPEPBIBBI MOCIIE KAXKJIOTO CIIOBA.

— A BCTPETUTh CAaMHT? MOYTH HepeabHO. MHOTUM /10 KOHIIA )KU3HU TaK U HE YIaeTcsl.

U cHoBa 3amorTualt, npejsiarasi MHe caMoii czieniath BeiBozibl. Hy, 51 1 He yrycTrIia citydast noka-
3aTh, YTO HE TOJILKO JIPAKOHBI MY/IpbIE.

— JleByIIeK-/IpakoOHOB Yy Bac MaJio, — JOrajjajach si.

— VIX HUYTOXHO MaJIo, — MOATBEPIMIT APAKOH.

— Ho Benp Most Mmama He Obuta pakoHoM? U mare 310 He moMeniaio.

— Tak ObiBaer. PaHbllle CaHT? POKIAIMCh TOJBKO y YUCTOKPOBHBIX JPAKOHOB, HO KaK s U
TOBOPHJI.... YK€ JABAXK/BL... BCTPETUTh CBOIO MOJIOBUHKY OBUIO TAKOW PEIKOW ylauyei, YTO IPAKOHBI
Havau, — MOMOPIIWJICS, — BIMUpaTh. HaBepHOe, KOe-KTO YBUEIN JPAKOHBU CJIe3bl M CMUJIOCTH-
BUWJICSI, CAMHT? CTaJIM BCTPEUAThCs U CPEIU IPYTUX pac, HO, YBbI, HE MEHee YacTo, YeM paHbiie. MHo-
TMM TaK ¥ He Be3eT, a MHOTHE Jaxke He COOMPAIOTCS JKJIaTh, OO IITAHCHl MUHUMAJIbHBL. JKUBYT C TeM,
KTO HPaBUTCS, POXKAAIOT CBIHOBEH, HO CMEIMBAaHKUE C APYTMMHU PacaMu — MPOCTO HEOOXOAUMOCTb,
Urpa 3BEpUHON CYITHOCTH, — IPAKOH MOMPAYHell. — A JIEBYIIIEK-IPAKOHOB TaK MaJIO, YTO JIAXe eCIn
OHM HE CarHT?, BCE PABHO MOXKET HauaThCsl OOMHSI.

— To ectb, — 51 OIIIAHYJACH HA JPYTUX JIPAKOHOB M MPOIIENTANA YyTh CIBIIIHO, — €CJIH s Ipa-
BUJIBHO TIOHSIA. . .

[Mpocneaus 3a MOUM B3IJISIIOM, PAKOH CAMOJOBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— Her, oHM IPOTUB MeHsI HE TIOWYT.

— A nouyemy? — He ckay, 4TO 51 CHJIBHO pacCTPOMJIACh, HO TaK, JIIOOOIBITCTBA PA/IH. . .

— IToromy uTO 51 yMpY 3a CBOIO CaMHT?, — MPWXKAJ MEHs K ceOe, 3aCTaBUB He JIeJiaTh BUJI, YTO
TIOYTH JIEXKY, @ UMEHHO JieUb Ha Hero. BeIpeIBaThCs TIIYIIO — BOKPYT TEMHO, s1 HaeJlach U XOUy CIaTh,
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a B Tellepe, HECMOTPsI Ha OTOHb, MPOXJIAJHO M HeYIOTHO. — Ho mepen Tem Kak ymepeTb caMoOMy,
yOBIO BCEX, KTO Jlake MogyMaeT o Teoe.

— A ¢ y4eToM TOoro, 4To Thl yMeelllb YATATh MBICIIM, MOKHO CMEJIO Ha3BaTh Te0s1 0eCCMEPTHBIM.

Sl moHsa, YTO OH YJIBIOHYJICS — IO JIETKOMY BBIIOXY, TIO HE)KHOCTH, C KOTOPOW OH MPOIOJIKAT
HAKPYy4YMBaTh Ha PyKY MOH BOJIOCHI, M TIO €T0 IOJIOCY, KOTa OH CKa3aJl:

— A ernie st OUeHb Be3y4Md, NPaB/a, PaHbIIIE 5 3TOr0 He MOHUMAJT.

41 XxoTena elie nmopaccrnpanmparh, — MEHs YTO-TO PSIOM C HUIM HAKPbIBAJIO OONTIMBOCTHIO, — U
BOIPOCHI KAKME-TO KPYTHIIUCh U B JIOBOJILHO OOJIBIIIOM KOJTMYECTBE, HO 51 BHIOpaia IJIaBHBIHA, OCTaJIb-
HbIE, €C/IM BCIIOMHIO, TToToM. He meriano Obl, HakoHell, Mo3HaKoMuThcsl. He To, yToOBl MHE MHTe-
PECHO, TIPOCTO CUTYAIMsI BHIHYKJAET: MMOXUIIIEHNE U BCe-Takoe. .. M yciplinana B caMoe yxo, ¢ elle
OOoJbIIIEN HEXXHOCTBIO, KOTOpast MOATONKHYJIA 32 TPaHb CHOBUICHHIA:

— Aoxx.

Hano sxe, ycniena mogymartb, €ro UMsI XOTh M O3Ha4YaeT OrOHb, & MEHSI II0YeMY-TO He OOKUTaeT,
pasBe 4To. ..

1 HazeloCh, UTO ycrena 3aCHYTh IMEHHO B 3Ty CEeKYH]1y, Oe3 MpeaTebCKUX MbICIIeH, Ie KOH-
KPETHO 51 MEJJIEHHO TUIABJIIOCH OT HEXKHOCTU M OT B3IVIsI/IA IPAKOHA.
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I'naBa 4. IlepBas ccopa

41 ObI ¢ ynoBoOIBCTBHEM yOeauia ceOsi, UTO U TIOXMIIIEHUE, ¥ APAKOH — BCETO JIMIIb COH, 12 BOT
He3aJaya: MPOCHYJACh S B Ielepe, a JIOKeM MHe CIyKHUT JpakoH. U Tak oOHMMan MeHs GepeskHO,
CJIOBHO BCE Y HAC [0 B3aUMHOMY COIVIACHIO WJIU 51 CMUPUJIACh.

Ara, He Ty ceOe BrIOpa!

CaiiB, KOHEYHO, C YIOBOJIBLCTBHEM OBl ellle IOHEKWIach Ha JOITOXAAHHOM Tpodee, a MHE U
Heya0OHO, ¥ KOCTH JIOMHUT, 1 BOOOIIE. .. S monbliTaack MEAJIEHHO CIIOJ3TH C IPAKOHA, HO €r0 pyKa
BEpHYJIa MeHs 0OpaTHO, a ero ryObl MCKYIIAoIIe ITOMHTEPECOBAIUCH:

— Xoyellb UCKYIaTbCs, TPEeXIe YeEM Mbl MOJIETUM JlaJiblie?

S mpunoaHsIack Ha JIOKTE, CKENTUYECKH OCMOTpeNa Memepy, B KOTOpYIO yKe Hadajl Impoou-
BaTbCsl yTPEHHUI CBET U... — HY, 9TO ke He 51 ceOsl BhlOMpaa, — OTBETHIA!

— IloecTb 51 TOKE HE OTKAXKYCh.

JpakoH u 6poBbio He noBe. [logHsICcs, B35UT 32 PyKY, OpOCHJI B3I HA JIBYX IOACMATpHUBA-
IOLIMX APaKOHOB, OT/IAJI KAKOE-TO PacHopsikeHUEe Ha CBOEM HAalleBHOM SI3bIKE M BBIBEJI MEHS U3 JIEK-
ouia.

— Emie onHa Takast HOUb, — 51 C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM IOBEJIA IJIE4aMU, — U 51 HE CMOT'Y Pa30THYThCA.

[Manblipl ApakoHa OIMYCTHIIMCh HA MOM IUIEYM M NMPHUHSJIMCh Pa3MHUHATh. DTO OKA3aJ0Ch TaK
IIPEKPACHO, YTO 51 HEBOJIBHO M3/1aj1a CTOH, ¥ BUAUMO, IOCTaTOYHO IPOMKMIA, IOTOMY YTO U3 MELIEpbl
TYT 7€ BBICYHYJIUCh JJPAKOHBI, IEPENVISHY/IUCh, YCMEXHY/IUCh U MIOCTIE YTPOKAIOLIETO PhIYaHs MOETO
JpaKoHa CIPSITAIUCH OOPATHO.

To ectb... [ He 310 MMmena B Buny! 1 on BoBce He Moit! [1pocTo. ..

A masplipl ¢ ele OoMbIIeN HEKHOCTBIO MPUHSIUCh PAa3MUHATh MHE IJIEYM, U 5 pelluia: Hy,
Kakasl pa3HMLA, 4TO MHe nogymajock? [1aBHOe, UTO 5 3HAI0, M OH 3HAET, YTO BCE 3TO BPEMEHHO U
s oT Hero cOery. M BooOie, 3aueM ycyryOmsaTh YCJIOBHS CBOETO TIOXMIIEHHUsI, eclii Oe3 prcKa s
YECTU UX MOKHO YIy4UIIUTh?

— U1 BOT 31€Ch HEMHOTO, — I CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, yOpaB C IIeM BOJIOCHI, M TAJIbIIBl APaKOHA
MOCJTYIIIHO MEPEMECTHIIMCh B YKa3aHHOM HarpaBiieHUu. — VI BOT 3[€Ch 4yTh-UyTh, — BHITHYJIA CITUHY,
Y MAJIbLIbl APaKOHA MPOLUIKCH [0 TO3BOHOYHMKY. — VI BOT 311€Ch. ..

— Jlo cBaspOBI MBI, IOXKAJTYid, HA STOM OCTAHOBHUMCSI, — TOJIbKO KOTa JPaKOH OTCTPAHMIICH, 51
MOHSUIA, YTO OYEeHb OJNM3KO, HEMO3BOJIMTEBHO OM3KO K HEMY MprKMMasack. [IputBopuiiack, 4to
NIPUBOKY B TIOPSIIOK CBOM BOJIOCHI, M UTO COOpaTh XBOCT — 3TO HE TaK YK OBICTPO, HO... 3a4eM IpHU-
TBOPATBCS C TEM, KTO CUUTHIBAET BCE TBOU MBICIIU?

Jla, MHE CTBIIHO, 51 IOHSATHS HE MMeJa, YTO MBI... CIUIIKOM CONMM3WINCH TelaMU BO BpeMs
Maccaxa. [la, MeHst 6ecuT, 4To s IS Hero packpbitasi KHura. M BooOrie s Xouy IOMO¥, X0uy cKopee
YBUJIETH TaIly, ¥ YTOOBI OH cO BceM pasoOpavics. S ycrana. S e xouy 3amyx. [Toxkanyiicra. .. MOXer,
OH BCe-TaKH neperymaer u Beioeper Caiip?

[Nanen apakoHa MPUITOAHST MOI OAOOPOIOK, carrpoBbIe Ia3a ¢ COUYBCTBUEM 3aryIAHYJIH
B JIyIIly, HO CJIOBA PO3BYYaJIH XJIECTKO M OECIIOIIaIHO.

— Tenepb MOs1 00513aHHOCTB pa3dUpaThCsi CO BCEMU TBOMMH HETIPUSATHOCTAMU. Mosl, TOHMMa-
emb? Jla, THI ycTasa, Thl MCITyTaHa, HO s IIOCTApaloch MAKCUMAJIBHO OOJIErYnTh TeOe IepeneT U Bhlaa-
BUTb TBOHM CTpax, MOTOMY YTO He IepeiyMaio M He oTiymty. Tel — Most cauHT?, Jonu. U Tl Bee-
TaK{ BBIAJEHIb 32 MEHs 3aMyX. A TO, 4TO OecAT Mo crocoOHOCTH. .. — OH yeMmexHyncs. — WX, k
COXKaJICHUI0, HEBO3MOKHO BBbIJJABUTD, M TBOSI PEAKLIMA — HE caMasi CUJIbHasl U3 TeX, C KOTOPhIMU MHE
IIPUXOANIIOCH CTAJIKUBATBCS.

OH B3s1 MeHs 3a PYKY, He VIS, IArHy/ BHU3 U 110, MO BOCTOPKEHHBII BOILIb TpaHCc(Op-
MUPOBAJICS B IPAKOHBIO CYIIIHOCTb, NOIHMMAasl HAC CUJIbHBIMU KPBUIbSIMU BBEPX, BBEPX, U €I1IE BBILLIE.
A 4 cuzena Ha €ero clvHe, KpyTHJia IOJIOBOM 10 CTOPOHAM M C HAC/laK/JI€HWEM BIIUTHIBajla B ceOs
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COJIHIIE, JIJACKOBOE He0O, PACKMHYBIIYIOCS IJIe-TO TaM, BHU3Y, MSTKYIO 3€JIeHb, HO ObLIIO KO€-4TO, YTO
MeEIIIaJI0 MHE MOJTHOCTBIO PACTBOPUTBLCS B OKpYXKatoieM BoiiedcTse. M neso axke He B IOXUIICHUH.
[NocnenHue cinoBa ApakoHa, CKa3aHHbIE TaK, MUMOXOJIOM, HAIIOMUHAIK O cede 3aHo30i. Kazamoch
Obl, Kakoe MHe 1esi0? Ho cTobKO B HMX HAMEIIaHO U CKPBITO, YTO OPOCATIO B IPOKb.

JlpakoH, yBepeHHO pacceKasi BO3/yX, OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, IJISTHYJI HEJOBEPUMBO, HO HUYETO HE
cKazall.

MBeI mposieTesy ellie napy MUHYT, KOTJia BHU3Y 3eJIeHb CMEHWIIACh CUHEBOM, Oy/ITO HEOO Orpo-
KHHYJIOC, YJIETIIIUCh MEX 1y OCTPHIMU CKaJIaMH. $1, 3aTauB JbIXaHKUe OT KPACcOTHI, TOHAYATY U 3a0bLIa,
3a4eM MBI 3/1€Ch, ¥ TOJIbKO KOT/Ia JIPAKOH MPU3EMIIMIICS ¥ CITPOCHIL: HE TiepelyMaia Jid, BCIOMHMJIA
U CMYTUJIACh, ITIAAA Ha CITYTHUKA.

— 41 He Mory octaBuUTh TeOsI OHY, — OCMOTPEBIINCh, OH OOPATUJICS B YEIOBEYECKYIO CYIII-
HOCTb, — B 3TOM MECTHOCTH BOOATCA TBapH, C KOTOPbIMU Te6€ BpAI JIK 3aXOUCTCA IMTO3HAKOMUTBLCA.

$1 6pocuina B3SO0 CTOPOHAM, HO KpOME OIHOM-EAMHCTBEHHOW TBAPU HAIPOTHB, C KOTOPOM
s TOKE He MCKaJla 3HAKOMCTBA, HUKOTO HE 3aMeTHIa.

— 41 oTBepHYCh, MOKa Thl Oy/Ielllb pa3/ieBaThCs, — MOOOEIAN OH, POMTHOPUPOBAB HEJIECTHbIE
MBICJIH B CBOM aJJpec, U TaK Kak BbIOOpa 0cO00 He ObUIO, a Y MEHsI CO3pEJIH IJIaHbl He TOJbKO HCKY-
naTrbCA, pUCKHYJIa ITOBEPHUTh.

— VIutelTh B AHMAAT HE NOTYYUTCS, — IPELYIIPENNT IPAKOH, OTBOPAYMBAsCh, a 5, [IOCBEPIVB
B3IJISIIOM €ro CIMHY ellle KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, OIVISIHYJIACh U TIPHHSLIACh pa3zieBaThCsl. XOPOIIO BCe-
TaKH, 4TO 5 HE JIIOOJIO BCe 3TH TUIAThs M CAHAANK KOppH. [IKMHCHI, KPOCCOBKH, Mailka — yIOOHO,
MMPAKTUYHO; 66)11)6 BOT TOJIBKO. .. HC CMOI'Y HAI€Tb €ro ABaXXbl B TAKOM COCTOSAHUM. ..

BasB ¢ coboli TpycuKw, s ellie pa3 OrIsSHY/Iach Ha IPAKOHA ¥ BOIIUIA B TEILTYIO BOJLY IO KOJICHO.
BBICTPO MPOIONIOCKAB UX, MOJNOXHUIIA Ha OOJIBIION KaMeHb U HeIpHYJIa. OrnyiieHust Oblin Oosiee YeM
BeJIMKOJIenHbl. Kaxias KiieTouka MOero Tesia Hblla OT JUIMTENILHOTO TIepesieTa, CeTOBaIa Ha HOUHbIE
yCIoBUs, HO €CJIA 6I)I A BOBPEMS HE BBIKJIIOYMWJIA TOPAOCTb U MPEAIovjia XOJIOIIHI)Iﬁ MOJI TIEHICPhI
BMECTO MOKAPOro TeJla OXUTHUTENS, sl Obl BOOOIIE HEe CMOIJIA Cevac JIBUTAThCA.

Sl oTIuTbUIA TOCTATOYHO JajieKo, YTOOBI MOMPOOOBATh CHOBA CBA3ATHCS C OTIIOM, HO JIepXKaTh
ce0s1 Ha BOZIE U BBIMTH B aCTpaJl OMHOBPEMEHHO He BHIIILTO. Sl OyITBIXHYJIACh, B3JOXHYJIA U C TPYCTHIO
TMOTLTBLIA OOPaTHO, HO UeM OJMke MOAIUIBIBAIA K Oepery, TeM OOoJbilie TPYCTh CMEHSIIACh 3JI0CTHIO,
MOTOMY YTO Ha O'POMHOM KaMHe, TJie sl OCTaBUJIa OJJMH U3 aTpUOYTOB CBOCH ONIEKIIbI, TIOJTYJIeKAI
JPaKOH, U B pyKax JepXka... O Ja, IMEHHO 3Ty MAJICHbKYIO BEIIUILY.

4l Hauana rpectu ObICTpee, He TepIesioch BBIIUIECHYTh €My CBOM SMOIMH, CKa3aTh B I71a3a 4To
aymaio — Bce! AGCOMOTHO Bce! A TO MaJio JiM, BAPYT KOE-4YTO TaK M He YAACTCSI BBIYMTATh U3 MOUX
MBICIIEH !

Ho, k cuacTblio, BOBpeMsl OCTAHOBMJIACh.

Hy, Bbliiy 13 Bojibl, a Aasibiie?

JlpakoH He coOupasicsl OTBOPAYMBAThCS, a HATIOMUHATH 00 OOEIaHNY, €CIM OH CaM O HeM He
IIOMHUT...

— 41 oGerman OTBEpHYThCS, TIOKA ThI OY/IEIIIb Pa3AeBaThCsl, — YTOUHWII IPAKOH, — HO 51 He 00erat
HE CMOTPETD, KOraa Thl 6YIICIHL BBIXOOUTb U3 BOJbI, BCA TaKasd... paCKpaCHEBHIAACA, 3J1asd, BOCXUTH-
TEJILHO-TIPEKPAcHasi B 3TOM 3JI0CTH.

Ha, He oGenran. MoHO YyacamMu MPU3BIBATh K €r0 COBECTH, a TOJKY? [TycTh CMOTpHT, OH ¥ Tak
CUMTAET MEHS CBOEN BCLIbIO, Y KOTOpOﬁ HCT IMpaBa HU Ha 4yBCTBA, HX Ha CTblJ, HU Ha CTCCHCHHC. Yy
MEHsI Be[lb U3HAYAJILHO PSIZIOM C HUM BBIOOpA HET, TaK YTo. ..

4l cnenana Bcero miar, v Jlake rpyib MOKa3aThCsl U3 BOIBI HE YCIIelia, KOr/a JPaKOH OTBEPHYJICS.

He Bepio!

CHoBa caenana mar. JKzet, uro ciomaioch? Kaer, uyro HauHy ymonats? JKner, noka BbIALY
MOJTHOCTBIO, IOTOHHT, U. ..
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JIpakoH TIOMHSIICS C KaMHs, He T B MOIO CTOPOHY, CIIPBITHYJ Ha Oeper, U TaK U CTOSUI
CITUHOM, ITOKa s ME/IJICHHO TIOIXOIMJIA K CBOCH BEIIUIIe, TAK HeOPEKHO OCTaBJIeHHOW UM. XOTb Oepu
Y CHOBA IepecTupbiBaii!

OH [epHYJI TOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO XOTeNl 0OEPHYThCS, HO pa3iyMall, a s, MOHAOMIOAaB 32 HUM U
He OOHapyKMB Yrpo3bl, MOTSHYJIACh 32 Tpycukamu. W TyT ke yOpana BiaaxHyio pyKy. OHM ObLH
COBEpIIICHHO CYXHUMHU, a Belb MPOILIO He OoJiee ABAIIATH MUHYT, U COJHIIEC, KaK HU CTapaiics, He
ycresio Obl MHE TTIOMOYb.

3nauut, gpakoH. Ho kak?

A, BrIpoueM. .. Kakas pa3Huiia? Bce paBHO Moe TeJo BIaXHOE U. ..

— Ecnm Th1 mO3BONMIIE OOEPHYTHCA, 51 TEOE TIOMOTY.

— Kak?

— VBuuiiib.

Veuxky. Hy na. IIpoGiema, 94To YBUIUT U OH.

— 4 3akporo maza.

He Bepro.

— 41 Mor 1 HEe OTBOpaYMBaTHCS.

A 311ech He rocrnopuiiib. S TONBKO ycrena co B3J0XOM MOAyMaTh, YTo JIydlie oOelanue, KoTo-
pOMY He BepHIllb, YeM BOOOIIE HUKAKOTO, KOI/Ia IPAKOH MEIUIEHHO pa3BepHYJICS, YBEPEHHO cema
1ar Ko MHe, XOTsI Bpojie Obl U He TIOAIISIBIBATI, U MeHsI 00/1aJio kapoM ero apixanus. OHO OBbLIO
MIPSIHBIM ¥ TOMHUTEJILHO-TIPUSATHBIM, MPOUAACH, KakKeTcs, axe Mo MU3MHYUKAM. [JOBOJIbHBIN CBOEH
PaboTOi, IPAKOH OTBEPHYJICS, a 51 HAYaJla OJEBATHCS, B COBEPILIEHHO CYXYIO OJEKIy U B COBEPIIEHHO
YHUCTYI0, HECMOTPSI HAa CBAJTUBINMECS MPUKJTIOYCHUS.

A, MoXaJyi, €CTh YTO-TO XOPOIIlee B TOM, YTO OH — KOJITYH.

JIpakoH Tak pe3Ko 00epHYJICS, UTO I e/IBa He yIaJia, MBITasICh MONACTh BTOPON HOTOM B JKUHCHI.

— U 4910 5 TaKOrO MOyMaa, YTo Thl MPOKUTAeITh MEHS B3IJISI0M ?

MaxHy ToJI0BOM, OTBEPHYJICS.

— Iloromu-ka, — 51 ozmenack u yxe 6e30053HO MOAONUIA K HEMY, CJIOBHO TKaHeBasl Mperpajaa
Mora ObITh HaJeKHOW 3aIIUTOUN ISl TOTO, Y KOro BCe Telo — OpOHs, a KOI'TH M Jake JbIXaHue —
opyxwue. — He Xxouels Ji Thl CKa3aTh, YTO KOMY-TO HE HPABUTCSI, YTO Thl — KOJIyH?

S moHumara, 4To OOSITHCS €ro MOTYT — TEOPETUUYECKH, HO OOSAThCS TaK, YBAKCHHS Pajyd U KaKk
JaHb TPAJUIIUSM. Y HAC BOT BeIbMY B TOpoOJie He BCe JIIOOAT, Aake CIUIETHH MyCKaIoT, YTO y Hee C
MMIIEpaTOpOM INAIIHM, HO BCE PAaBHO XOAAT K HEH Ha MOKJIOH, TIPOCAT O MOMOIIH, TUIATAT WHOT/IA
HETIOMEPHYIO TUIaTy 3a 3HAHUS.

— He xouemb 1 THI cKa3aTh, — YCMEXHYJICS IPAKOH, — UTO TeOe HPABUTCS TO, UTO s YMTAIO
TBOM MBICTU?

— Her, HO 371€Ch COBEpILIEHHO Apyroe.

— Jlonu, — OH JTaCKOBO MPOBEJT PyKO# 110 MOMM COBEPIIIEHHO CYXMM BOJIOCaM, TIOUEMY-TO 3aKpy-
THUBIIMMCS OT €TO JbIXaHUs JISTKUMH BOJTHAMU, — YTEHHE MBICJIEH — IYCTSK TI0 CPABHEHMIO C TEM, UTO
s MOTY Ha camoM Jiesie. Ml ecitv lake Takou MYCTSIK BBI3BIBACT Y APYTUX OTTOPIKEHUE. ..

— Te06s 6osTCA, — 3aKOHYIIA 51, Ml YAUBUJIACH, [IOTOMY YTO IOMHUMO TOT'O, UTO JIPAKOHBI JICHUBHI U
CaMOYBEpPEHHBI, ¥ BOOOIIIE COCTOST MPAKTHUECKU U3 OJHUX HEJIOCTATKOB, s HAKOT 1A Obl HE TIOyMaJia,
YTO OHH TPYCJ/IVBBIL.

— CKaskeM Tak, — HauieJ KoMIpomMucc Aoax, — 6e3 He0OXOAMMOCTH MPEANOYNTAIOT AEPKATHCS
nofasnsine. Ham nopa.

Bumumo, 310 OBUT TOHKMIA HAMEK, YTO TeMa 3aKphiTa, HO IJIsI MEHsI HAYMHAJIOCh caMoe UHTe-
pecHoe, U Jake TOJO, YCTYIUII JTIOOOTBITCTRY.

— A ¢ KaKkoro pacCTOSIHUS Thl MOXEIIlb YATATh MBICTH?

— 4 3Ha10, 4TO Y T€Os HEe BBIILIO CBA3AThCA C MAIor. DTO MOAPOOHBIN OTBET?

— To ecTb, THI 3HAJ, YTO 5 OMBITAIOCH ITO CAEIATH M. ..
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— ... Yl mepekpbl1 KaHaI, — HE CTAJl OTIMPATHCS TOT.

NutepecHo, a Koraa s MepBblid pa3 ¢ MOMEHTA MOXMINCHUSI TOBOPUJIA C TIATo, OH TOXKE Kak-
TO BMemaJicsi?

W Besib CIBIIIAT ke, Tajl, MOM Pa3MBIITUICHH S, 2 MOJTIUT. YCMeXaeTcsl, MOJI, TyMai, sl He Mellaro.
W g Takm mymarto, 4To j1a, He 00OIUIOCH 6e3 Hero M TaKW HaYMHAK OOJIbIIe TIOHUMATh TeX, KOMY He
HPABUTCS 3TOT KOJIYH.

— V¥ 1ebs mpyras npoOneMa, — pacKaTHCTO pacCcMesiyicsl OH, crpedast MeHs B OXarKy U TPaHC-
opmupysich B 3BEpUHYIO CYITHOCTh. — Tebe oueHb ¥ OYeHb He HPaBUTCS TO, UTO 51 MOTY, HO caM $I
TeOe HPaBJIIOCh !

S ¢ MUHYTY MBIXTENa, CTapasich BOOOIIE HU O YeM He JyMaTh, TOJIKO PaloBajiack, 4ToO JIPAKOHY
IJIS TIOJIeTa HY)KHO CMOTPETh BIIEpe/l, a He Ha MOW KpacHbIE IIEKW. DTO COBEPIICHHO HENPAaBUILHO
Y HEJIOTUIHO, HO STOT JPAKOH. .. MHE KaXeTcs. . .

Bce paBHo coery!

OH ycMexHyJICs, Ka9HyJ I KPbUIOM, MOJI, IONPOOyH, S He MPOTUB YIAUHOW OXOTHI, ¥ JICHUBO
MIPOJIOJIKIII TIONIET. A B TIelliepe HAc yxke KAy ABa Oe3bIMSHHBIX JIPAaKOHA W MaJIeHbKUE BepTesa
IUTsI MEHSI — OMSATh ke, HaJIeloCh, YTO C MITUYKOM.

— Ioemb, — MpeIIoKUIT IPAKOH, a caM, MEPerJITHYBIIHNChH C MPUATEISAMU, CIIPOCKIT YTO-TO Ha
CBOEM Hapeube, KMBHYJI U OCTABUJI MEHsI C HUMU OJIHY.

A s cMoTpesa Ha IByX PaKOHOB Y KOCTpPa, Ha TYIIKY, KOTOPYIO MHE TIpe/Iarajii ¥ Ha COBEp-
IIIEHHO CBOOOIHBIN BBIXOJ U3 Tellephl. 3anaaHs win ynada? He Bepio, 4To OH yImies, He MoAyMaB,
YTO MOTY M cOeXaTh, 3HAYUT, C/IaeM pacKiag U MOoCMOTpuM. [IBa mpusitess 3/1ech, HO He (akT,
YTO HAYHYT JOTOHATH. 1, JOMyCTHM, yCrieBaio He TOJIBKO J00eKaTh JI0 BBIXOJA U3 Memepsl. A 4To
nasnbine? CkaJibl, BBICOTA JIJIs1 OECKPBUIOTO HepeallbHasl, a 51 y Tallbl eTUHCTBEHHAS JTIOOMMAast JOYb.

[TomaBuB TSKKUU B3/IOX, 51 yceJaach PsiIOM C KOCTPOM, B3s1JIa B PyKU QpOMATHYIO TYIIIKY U ITOTTbI-
TaJlaCh OTOMCTUTh MMEHHO el — 3a TO, UTO § 3[IeCh M 3a TO, 4To OoHa Oe3 comu. OTKyCUB mapy pas,
MPONMXHYJIA XOTh KaK-TO BOJIOW M OTJIOKWJIA INYb B CTOPOHY.

— Bce? — yauBuIiICS OMUH U3 TPAKOHOB.

S moxasia rieyaMu, MOATSHYNIA KOJICHH K ceOe, OOHsIa X ¥ BHUMATeJIbHEN PUCMOTpeiach
K pakoHaM. Jlake CTpaHHO Terepb, UTo s [yMajia, OyTO OHU OYeHb MOXOXH. [la, OMOHIUHBL, KaK U
Aoj1X, ¥ BOJIOCHI IPUMEPHO OIMHAKOBOW JITMHBI, 1 I71a3a OIHOTO I1BEeTa, HO OHU COBEPIIIEHHO pa3HbIe.
Tor, uTO JIeBee, U s 3HajIa, YTO OH JPAKOH 1IBETA JIYHHOTO KaMHSI — YTOHUEHHEH, U3SIIIHEN, UTO JId, U
YepThl JIMIIA Y Hero Kak y 3HaTtu. TOoT, 4To IBeTa FOPHOTO XpycTass — kecTde, Oojiee Iep30K Jake Mo
B3MJISATY, YePTHI JIUIIA TPYOBIe, KaK BhICEUEHHbBIC M3 KaMHsI HAUMHAIOIIM CKY/TbITOpoM. He On3Helis!
— 3T0 TOYHO. Ja ¥ TeJIOCTIOKEHUEM OTIMYAIOTCS.

— U k10 Tebe Oobilie MOHPABUIICS? — YCIIBIINAIA HEJOBOJBHBIN PBIK OT BXOJA B TEIIEpY.

— U3 Bac Tpoux? — monHTEpECcoBaach s, Jaxe He lyMast 000pauMBAaThLCS, TYTaThCsl HJTH OMPAB-
IpIBaThbCs. — Mnu BooOre?

JIpakoH cy3wI 171a3a, OT Yero JBa ero MpHsTesis HAPATINCh, a 1 HA0OOPOT paccaaduiach.

— W3 Hac Tpoux TBOWM €JMHCTBEHHBIN BHIOOP — 51, — OTYEKAHMII CAMOYBEpEHHO. — M B yacTHOCTU
1 BOOOIIIE — 5. DTO MOHATHO?

— Oryero He MOHATH? — TOKAJA TUICYaMH, He COMpPasiCh CIOPUTH U, BUIUMO, STO HACTOPOKHIIO
JpaKoHa, MOHU3UB IIKAJTy CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH, IOTOMY UTO TOCJIe MUHYTHBIX Pa3lyMUi, OH BCE-TaKU
MOWHTEPECOBAJICS, UTO 51 UMeJia B BUY IO/ BOT STUM CBOMM «BooOmIe». Hy, a s He crayia ABak/Ibl
ceOs1 yIpalMBaTh U BbIAaJa MpaBy, MOATBEPKICHNE KOTOPOH JIETKO HAUTH B MOUX MBICIISIX.

— Buguins 1, — npoTsiHysia ¢ KOH(ETHOH yIbIOKOH, — IeJI0 B TOM, YTO MEHS COBEPILIEHHO HY
MIPOCTO HUKOT/IA ¥ HU TPU KaKUX OOCTOSTEIbCTBAX. .. HEe TIPUBJICKAIOT OJIOHIWHBI.

— Tol yBepeHna? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS APAKOH Oe3 0co00ro MHTEpeca, B TO BpeMs Kak JBOE Jpyrue
I'POMKO M 00JIerYeHHO B3OXHYIIH.

— AOGCOITIOTHO.
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— Obermaenib He riepeyMarh?

— Jlaxxe He COMHeBarics.

W npakoH BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI PACCTPOUTHCS, YTO MOPAOH HE BBIIIEN, TOAXBATUII MEHS MO
MBIIIKH, TIPUTSHYT K ceOe M OOHSUT TaKk KPerko, OyATO Ha3peBasia BOWHA. A TMOTOM BBIJIOXHYIN B
BOJIOCHI THXHMM IIIETIOTOM:

— ITocmoTpu Ha MeHs, canHT?. OTKpOIi T71a3a. YBUAb MEHsI HACTOSIIIIETO.

W xorga st OTKpbLIa 71232 1 HEMHOTO OTCTPAaHWIIACh, TO YBUZAENA Tiepe]] cOO0M MOIyOOHAKEH-
HOTO JpakoOHa B YEJIOBEYECKOM CYIIHOCTH, HO C aBaHTIOPMHOBBIMHU KPBLIbSIMHU 32 CIIMHOW. BOKpyr
HEro CBEPKAJIM BETBHCThIE MOJHWUM, MOPHIBUCTHIN BETEP Pa3BUBAJI AJIMHHbBIC YEPHBIE BOJIOCHL. KyTb.
[pekpacHasi xxyThb. Her, 51 ciblinasia, 4to OT MOTPSICEHUSI HEKOTOPbIE CBETJICIOT, HO YTOOBI HAOOOPOT. . .

Bor 310 MBI yauHO noccopuimck. I11010TBOPHO.

JIpakoH ¢ TaKUM OKMJAHUEM CMOTpEJ Ha MEHsI, UTO sl caMa, HEBOJIHO, MOTSHYJIACh K €ro uep-
HBIM BOJIOCaM, TIOYEMY-TO PaysCh, YTO U I71a3a Y HEro TeMHbIE, Kak Oe3TyHHas! HOUb.

MHe Bcerna Takue HpaBuiuch. [JJemonnyeckue. Kak y narmsi.
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I'naBa 5. HoBbli1 oM

OuepeiHas miemiepa, B KOTOPYIO MbI TPUOBLIN C HACTYIUICHUEM CyMepeK, Oblla He Oosiee Tpu-
TOJIHA JUTS JKW3HU, YeM TMpeblaylne, HO AOIX, BOH/S B Hee, YIOBJIETBOPEHHO TIOBEJI HOCOM U 00b-
SIBUJI, YTO 9TO MOW HOBBI JIoM. [ToKa sI HEMOYMEHHO BIISIABIBAJIACH BO ThMY, B TJIyOMHE TEIICPhI
BCIIBIXHYJI OTOHb, HO BHJI OTKPBIBIIMXCSI B30PY TOJIbIX CTEH BCE PABHO MAaJIO BA3AICS C JOMAITHen
00CTaHOBKOM.

JlBa npyrux ApakoHa, MOTOITABIIUCH Y BXOJA, MEPErIsHYIUCh, KUBHYIIU, CJIOBHO COTJIAIIAsICh
C 4eM-To, OPOCHJIM Ha MEHsI HACMENIUTMBBIN B3MJIsA] U METHYJIHCH B He00. CBOOOIHbBIE, He oOpeme-
HEHHbIE TIEPCTIEKTUBOM KUTh B 9TOM JOMHMKE TEMHOT'O CYaCThsl. XOTeJIOCh Obl MHE YJIETETh BMECTE C
HUMM, TOJIBKO B JJPYT'YIO CTOPOHY ...

— Haxe He 1ymail, — mpeayrnpeaut Aojax, MSTKO MOATATKUBAs MEHsI BCe-TaK! BOWTH B IEIEpY.
41 moexwack, HO Bolia. Kak-To MHe ¢ Tpems JipakoHaMu ObLIIO CIIOKOMHEH, YeM C OTHHUM, JIa eIle
Y C 3THM... TEMHOBOJIOCHIM. .. OCOOEHHO TOCJIe BUepaIHero. .. [Ipucena y orHsi, MoATsSHya K ceOe
KOJIEHHU, Y TTOKa AOAX CYeTHJICS, HEHAJJONTO YIUIbLIA B Pa3MBbIIIUICHUSI.

Hy v mycTb cityimaeT — Moxer, JOHET 10 Hero, 4to s He OecripaBHasi Belllb, U €CTh T€, KTO MEHSI
modAT U He OpocAT B Oezie. CaiiB, HaBEpHsIKA, cpady CKa3ajia O MOEM TOXUINEHUU, MaMa Bhi3Bajia
rary, ¥ Korja rnara MeHsi Haifier. . .

ITokocunace Ha JpakoHa, HO OH OCTaBaJICs CrIOKoeH. VIHTepecHo, a eciiu 51 yCUJICHHO elle pa3
MOJIyMalo, KTO MOW TIala M 4TO €CJIM s TIONPOIIY, OH He YObET MOXUTHTENsSA, Y KOro-To cpadoTaeT
WHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHUs1, WU CIydail 3amyIeHHbIi?

— He BonHYI#iCs1, COMHBIIIKO, — CBEPKHYJI IJIa3aMU JPAKOH, — S IOCTApalOCh HE YMEPETb.

U Benp 3HaeT ke, YyBCTBYIO, 3HAET, YTO BCTPEUM C OTIIOM HE M30ekKaTh U JJake MPOAyMbIBAET
TMOCJIE/ICTBUS, 2 CTOUT Ha CBOeM. YnepThiid. HeBo3sMokHbINA. TUIMYHBIN TpaKoH.

— Mmue Gorbllle MOHPABUIIOCH, KOTAA Thl Ha3BaJla MEHsI CBOMM, — U HE J1aB BpeMeHH BO3MY-
TUTHCS, HATIOMHWI: — BBI10, OBLIIO.

Hy, 6b1510, 1 yt0? CopBasnoch, u 1axe He C s3bIKka. Tak, IPOCKOIB3HYA U YILIbUIA MBICIb OJ1a-
TOMOyYHO. A HaBSI3UMBbBIE MBICIU YApaTh OT Hero, octaiauch. Octamuck. Octanucs! I MokHO He
MIPUTBOPSATHCS] BO BPEMEHHOM ITyXOTe — 3HAI0, YTO CJIBIIIUT.

— Crpiiry, — B3JOXHYJ, — HO TEPHEIMBO Ky, KOrAa MepeayMaellib.

Ara, pa3orsaiach!

Ja 51 He cOexana mpocTo MOTOMY, UTO st MEHS 9TU CKaJIbl BHICOKOBATHI, & KPbUIbsl HE BHIPOCIIH.
A Tak ObI TOJILKO MeHsI U BUJeH, Kak ke! Cuzena Obl 51 371€Ch, CMOTpeJia, KaK KaKOW-TO JPaKOH
XO3SIMHUYAET y KOCTpa M KJajia TYIIKY, YTOObI BIPhI3ThCS B Hee 3y0aMu — ara, ara. ..

— 1 mocomnmI1, Kak ThI JIOOUIIIh, — IPAKOH MPOTSIHYJI MHE Ha BEPTEJIE. .. MMM. .. BKYCHYIO IITHUKY,
Y BOT NITUYKE 51 HE CTajla OTKa3blBaTh, TeM OoJiee UTO IJIOXO MO3aBTpaKala, a Korja s ChiTa, Jierde
aymaertcsi. Mtak, Ha 9eM st ocTaHOBWIJIach? A, na, ycTh 3HaeT, YTo sl He cOexalia, moTomMy 4to ode-
mana nare 6epeub cebs — 9TO pas3, U ABa — 51 yBepeHa, YTO CKOPO MEHsI OCBOOOIST, a HEKOTOpPbIe
MOHECYT 3aCTyKEeHHOE HaKa3aHUe 32 BCE MEePEeKUTHIE MHOIO CTPAXH.

970 Ke HaJo, 1Ba JHs nepesera!

HBa nas!

Huxkorna He Buena Takoil KpacoThl, HO ceityac He 00 3TOM.

JlBa qHS B Temepe ¢ TpeMsi MyXCKHMMHU OCOOSIMH, a 00K 0 OOK C OTHMM W3 HHX, IIPHUYEM 3Ta
0CcoO0b. .. TEMHOBOJIOCA !

W BosoCH ero uepHO¥ peKoy pa3iMBaIOTCs MO CUJIbHBIM IJIeYaM, a MEHsI YbU-TO Yaphl Tak U
MAaHST BIOXHYTb 3allaX TOPHBIX TPaB M 3aKPbITh IJ1a3a... Yapbl, TOIBKO Yapbl MOATOIKHYIA TPUKOC-
HYThCSI U TOrJa, KOrja JpakoH U3MEeHU 00NuKy 6e100pbicoro. Ipyrux JOrM4YHbIX OOBSICHEHUN He
ObU10. HO OnsITh MeHsl yHECNO He B Ty CTOPOHY.
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— Eme? — apakoH mpoTsiHy/1 BTOPOW BEpPTeENl, a S CHOBA He CTajla OTKasbiBaThes. Haneranace,
nporosioganack. M Hevero 3aech ycmexarbest! MoxkeT, HAUHeT Jiydilie Tymatbcsi? A TO Kak-TO Bce
HE TO...

[NoeB, 3eBHYyNa, CBEpPHY/IACh KAJIAYMKOM Ha XOJOJHOM TONY Memepsl — Oppp... XOJOApHIra
Kakad... U TYT XK€ 6bIHa NnoaxBavyc€Ha Ha PYKH, TCIUIbIC, CUJIBHBIC PYKH, IO KOTOPBIM MHUMO BOJIA
CKOJIB3WJI MOH B3IJIsi/1, TOAOUPASCH K TUIEYaM U UyTh BBIIIE.

— Th1 He Oyzerb criath Ha XOJOXHOM TOJY, — CKa3aJl JKECTKO JPAKOH.

— Kak ckaxer Moil moXuTUTENb, — COMIacKIach Oe3 cropa.

W Takast raMMa SMOIMI TIPOHECTACh B TEMHBIX IJIa3ax, 4To s 3a0bUia BCE MBICIH O HEM30eK-
HOM 1o0ere, 0 pacCTaBaHUM U O TOM, UTO KTO-TO CKOpo ympeT. [IpuKkocHysach K ero Bojiocam, mpo-
BeJla PyKOW OT MaKyIIKH JIO CAMBIX KOHYUKOB, OTMEYas C JIETKOM 3aBUCTHIO IIeJIKOBUCTOCTh U HACHI-
]_HGHH]:»IIjI LBET, 4 KOorga BEPHYJIACh B3MIAI0M K JPAKOHBUM IJIa3aM. . . B Hux mmpuiajo TONIBKO OIJHO —
KeJlaHWe, M TAKOe CUJIbHOE, YTO S IEPHYJIach Y HEro B pyKax, MOMbBITAIACh €KUKOM CHPATATHCS, a
HE BBIIJIIO.

He morna otBepHyThest. He Moria HarpyouTs. He Moriia OTTOJKHYTb.

He xorena.

4 kak OyATo XAajga 4ero-to, a APaKOH TSAHYJA BpeMs — XMypui OpOBM, BCMATpHUBAJICA, a
MOTOM 4YYTb CKJIOHWJI JIULO H... BBIIIPAMUIICA. bl ¢Ba yJCpiKajia HEMMOHATHBIA B30X pa3ovapoBa-
HUsA, BCTPSIXHYJIA TOJIOBOM, MPOTOHSISI MOPOK, Be/lb TOJIBKO MOPOK MOT 3aCTaBUTh MEHSI BeCTH ceOsl
CTpaHHO.

— Ilonro MHe Tak cHIeTh? — MOKavajia HOraMu B BO3/yXe.

JlpakoH BhIHEC MEHS M3 TeIephl, 3a/1pajl roJIOBY K 3aKaTHOMY KPAacHOMY COJIHILY W B3JIETel
BMECTE CO MHOW Hajl OCTPOH CKaJIOi, a eCJIM MOMpoIlie — HaJl MOMM HOBBIM JIOMOM. [la yX, HUKorga
HE JiyMaJia, 4YTO MOU JIOMHUK MPEB30M/IET pa3MepaMy U HEMPUCTYITHOCTHIO 3aMOK repuorutu. Keraru,
O IITUYKaAx...

— To, uTO THI €J1a — NITUYKA, — YIIOKOWJI MEHSI IPAKOH.

— Bot Be4HO THI umMTaeIb MBICIH, KOT/Ia He HYXHO, — OypKHYJIa, yMaIlUBasiCh HA €r0 CIIMHE
noynoOHet, Ho OypKHYJIa Tak, JJIs BUJA, a camMa OOJIrYeHHO BBIIOXHYJA. — $1 XOoTena CIpoCcHTh O
repIOrHHe.

— CnpammBaii, — MAJIOCTBO MaxHYJ KPbUIOM, CIIOBHO M CaM HE U3 MPOCTHIX JIETAIOIIUX.

— Jla BOT 51 Ba JHS YK€ MYy4aloch: a Kak ke 0aj U meperoBops! Baim? Bl Beb Ui 3TOr0
npujeranu?

— He coBcem. {1, koHeuHO, He 3HaJ, YTO MOsI CAaHT? OyJIeT MeHsI BCTpevaTrh Ha KphbIIIie ¢ ojaou-
TBIM I71a30M, — I IOTIBITAJIACh KOE-KOT'0 YIIUITHYTh, HO TOJIbKO NaJIel] YKOJI0a kecTKol vyenryei. — Ho
1 Ha 6aJ1 ocTaBaThCsl HE COOUpAJICS, — 3AKOHUMII IPAKOH, U MOTyOOEpHYBIIMCh, BHITSHYJI J1Ba S3bIKA
Y JIM3HYJ MOIO PYKY, [TOKa 51 B ILIOKE CJIEIUJIA 32 ITUM JICHCTBOM.

VY nansl Tpu A3bIKa. Y 3TOro ApakoHa Asa. Y MeHs onuH. Ilama sBHO crapme Aoxgxa. Aoax
crapiiie MeHs1. BeiBon: s1 nerpagupyo?!

— Tol OKa He ApaKkoH, MUJIasi, — PACKATUCTBII CMEX pa30pBaJl TUILMHY JOJUHBI, HaJl KOTOPOW
MBI IUTABHO KPYXKUIJINCD. — U B yenmoBeueckon CYIIHOCTHU Y MEHA Yalle€ BCEro TOKE OAUH A3bIK.

Yare Bcero?!

To ecTb... a 310 Kak?

— To ectb, s1 MOTY 3TO KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, — YCMEXHYJICS IpakoH. — Ho B TBOWHOM sI3bIKE €CTh
CBOM MTPEUMYILIECTBA.

Haaa?!

— Kak-HuOyp poieMOHCTpHUpPYI0, — MOoOeIall.

W 6buT B 9TOM TOIBOX, SIBHO OBUI, U S IOYTH JIOTaIbIBAJIACh KAKOW, a He Ucmyraiach. [1ombi-
Taj1acCb I/I306pa3I/ITI) OTBPALICHUEC — HE BBIILIO, 3aTO A ITOCTapaJIaCb BBIPOBHATH AbIXaHUC U IMPUHATH
Oe3pa3IMIHbIi BUJI, TIOKA MBI CITyCKaIiCh. W cyzist 1o B3IUIsiy ApaKkoHa, MHE 3TO YAAJIOCh.
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[Tpu3eMIMBIIUCE, APAKOH CITYCTHJT MEHSI Ha 3eMJTIO0, CMEHIJI CYIIHOCTh U C YCMEIITKOW MOKava
T'OJIOBOIA.

—Her? He ynanocs? — [ mocnemmna k o3epy, usderas v B3nisijia ApaKoHa U CBOEH HETIOHSITHOM
peakimu Ha Hero. — Hy, u naaHo.

W tonbko HaYaB paznaeBaThes, 1 BCIOMHMIIA, YTO JIPAKOH HUYETro He 0OeIai Ha CUeT He CMOT-
pets! U B Ty ke cekyHay MOYyBCTBOBaja Ha cBOell 1iee ero asixanve. Hy BOT, s Tak u gymana...
OH CTOsIIT HE TTPOCTO 32 CIIMHOM, OH NMPAKTUYECKU MeHs 0OBostakuBal. [laner gpakoHa mporesncs ot
MOE€M 111en BHH3, ICPECUNTHIBAA IIO3BOHKH. OcraHoBuICS Yy nodaca IKUHCOB. " Y MCHA HaCTOfIqHBO,
KaK BCTPEBOKEHHBIN HAMaJeHHEM KOJIOKOJ, 3arpOMBIXaio B MBICHIAX: OexaTb, OekaTh, KaK MOKHO
ckopee Oexarb oT Hero! ITotomy 4To rMotoM OyIeT MO3IHO!

-C KaXJIbIM JHEM, — OBIXHYJI B IICIO JPAKOH, — Thl BCE OOJIBIIIE 6yIICH_II> KO MHC€ ITPUBBLIKATb.
C KaXXJbIM JHEM ThI BCE OoJIbIIIe 6y)16]_Hb KO MHE€ IMPUBA3LIBATHCA. C KaXXJbIM JHEM ThI BCE OOJIbIIIE
Oyrelb YyBCTBOBATh MOM 30B, CAUHT.

Sl nepHyna rooBoM, OTpHIasi, HO OH HEBO3MYTHMO U €Ile THIIIe TPOIOIIKIIL:

— 4 ymero xpartb, canHTs. 1 Hayuwmcs.

OH cnenan miar Hazaj, ¥ s IOYyBCTBOBAJIA PAJOCTh OT MHUMOTO 4yBCTBA CBOOO/BI M OJHOBpE-
MEHHO JIETKOe pa3oyapoBaHKe. DTO BCE Yapbl, OTMAXHYJIACh $I, & IPAKOH MPUTBOPHJIICS, UYTO MEHS
HE yCITBIIIAIL.

Paznesmmce, s onacianBo Opocuiia B3I HAa CIIMHY APaKOHA U BOILIA B POXJIATHYIO BOLY.
Crupka, Kak U B IIPOILUIBIA pa3, 3aHsjIa Mapy CEKyH/, a IOTOM £, C YAOBOJIbCTBUEM BJIOXHYB B JIETKHE
BO3/1yX, HBIPHYJIAa TaK IITyOOKO, KaK MOIJIA H. .. YCJIbIIIada METTBHBIN 30B CBOETO OTILIA.

«[Tama! — oTkyIMKHYMack pagoctHo. — [Mama!»

«Jlomu, — ToJI0C 3Bydall CIIOKOMHO, HO ¢ BUOpAIMel phluaHus, U 51 Jaxe MpeacTaBuTh cede He
MOIJIa, Yero mane CTOUJIO CAEPKUBATLCS, — Ie ThI?»

«[Ipsimo ceiiyac wam BoooOIIe?»

«Jlonu, Ha cloBecHbIe OUTBBI HET BpeMEeHU. MOXKeIllb CUMTATh, YTO 3Ty Marna Tede yCTYIHII.
I'ne te1?»

Yerymun... VI BOT Jake B TaKOW MOMEHT, KOIJIa OYb YKPaJH, YHECIH HEe3HaMO Kyda, HO
HU3BECTHO 3a4€M, HC MPU3HACT, YTO MOKET OBITH B IMPpOUrpbIIIC. A clIoBeCHBIE OMTBBI — 9TO HAIIIE
moOuMoe, eclii iepedopoTh JieHb. [IpaBaa, mana cunTaeT, YTo BHIMIPHIBAET BCETAA TOJIBKO OH, HY a
s1, 3Has O €ro ynpsIMCTBe, He criopio. OnepKuBaio ouepeIHylo Mode1y, MBICIEHHO CTaBIIIO TUTIOCHK U
MOJTYY, MOJTUY, TOTOMY UYTO ITPAaBHJIO HOMEP MSATh — HeJb3sl paccTpauBarh narty. [lana — HarmooBrHY
JIEMOH, HAIOJIOBUHY APAKOH, U 00€ ero CTOPOHBI Uy/IOBUIITHBI B CUJIBHBIX SMOLIUSX. S, KcTaTh, BUea
KaK-TO Tamy B THEBe, U J1a, 9TO ObUIO YyJOBHUIIHO-BEIMKOEHO. Ho 51 He cTana eMy npu3HaBaThCs,
WCKJIIOYMTEIIBHO M3-3a MPaBUIIa HOMEP MSATh: YTOOBI 3ps1 HE pacCTpauBaTh.

«Jlomn» — cHOBa MO3BaJI OTEIl, ¥ Ha TOT pa3 roJI0C 3ByYall eeiHo 1 1ackoBo. HaBepHoe, mana
y’ke He B JPaKOHbEH CYIIHOCTH, a JeMoHnYeckoil. Yx! Kpacoruia! Ho s mocrapasnace oTBieubcs ot
BOCIIOMUHAHUI U COOOPA3UTh, T1ie Ke s Haxoxkych. B Bozme. OnHo3HauHO. BO3ayX B JIErkuX 3aKaHuu-
Ba€TCs, HO €CJIK BCIUIBIBY, WJIM MEHTAJIbHAA CBA3b PA30PBETCA, NI JPAKOH Ha 6Cper Jgoragacrtcs. ..

«[lama, — mocrapanach He yIapuThCs B IAHUKY, TOTOMY YTO CHaceHue OJIM3KO, TaK OIM3KO, a
s1 €ro CJIOBHO (byTOOJIO MOAAIbIIIE, — 51 He 3HAI0, T/Ie 51.»

«He [onuHa JIpakoHOB — 3TO s y’ke COOO0pa3uii», — Pa3MBIIILISIT OTEI, a 5 U3 MOCISTHUX CUJT
yepxuBasia ceOs 1o BOIOW, HO, HABEPHOE, CUJT IMCTBUTEILHO OBLIIO HEMHOTO, TTOTOMY UTO I JIaXKe
He Bujesa otia. Clblaia TOJIbKO TroIoc, KOTOPBIN TOHAvaTy 3ByYas JOCTaTOYHO TPOMKO, a Tocie
CTaJl MIPUTITYIIEHHBIM. W s MocTielnHo Havyasa mepeaaBaTh MH(OPMALIMI0 O CBOEM IepelieTe — 3pH-
TeJIbHBIMUA 00pa3amMH, Tak ObICTpee, YeTue, U, BO3MOKHO, OH IOWMET, OH Be[lb JIETAeT B OTIINYME OT
MCEHA. ..

A TIOTOM MeHSI 4TO-TO JEPHYJIO BBEPX, K CBETY CKBO3b BOJHYIO CHHEBY, K BO3/IyXY, 3a IJIOTOK
KOTOpOTO s yke He Ooponack. M korja s BIOXHYJA, OTIUIEBBIBASICh M CJIETIO KPYTS TOJOBOM, YbH-
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TO TOPSIYME MAJIBIIBI IPUTIOJHSIIA MOU MOAOOPOIOK, a YeH-TO TOI0C HACTOMYMBO MPOCHIT 00 OJHOM:
JBIIIATh, OBIIATh, ObIIAaTh. M 8 cenana BTOpO BOOX, HEMHOTO OOJIe3HEHHBIH, UyTh TePIKUM, HO
0e3yMHO CJIaJJKUii ¥ y3HaJIa TOJIOC TOTo, KTO yIepKUBaJ MEHsI HaJl BOHOM.

— Aoax...

Kaxercs, naxe Bciyx nmpousHecia ero ums. Kaxercs, gaxe BrepBble.

— Huuero, — tsxeno Bei1oxHY OH. — HaBepcraem.

Hapnpimagimmcs, S pa3mmymia yxke He TOJBKO OYepTaHHs JAPaKoHa, HO U OOECTIOKOEHHOCTD,
MeJIbKHYBIITYIO Ha JIUIIE, ¥ PEIIMMOCTb, U 3JI0CTh, U KeJIaHWe HEMEeIJICHHOM MeCTU. A 3a 4To, MHTe-
pecHo? I1noxo miaBath — He rpex!

JpakoH Momua rped K Oepery, pacrojioxkUB MEHsI Ha CBOeW CITUHE, XOTS s yXkKe OTAOXHYJIA U
Mora Obl cama... A ¢ Jpyroil CTOPOHBI, IyCTh Be3eT, pa3 YK B3sUICS, 51 B CIYTHUKY HE HAIlpaliiBa-
nacek! U BeITacKMBaTh MeHs U3 Bojibl He mpocuiia! Tem Gonee uTo... oi! Mamouku! BcnomuuB, 4to
s1 B UeM MaTh POJIWJIA, 5 e/IBa CHOBA He OyJIThIXHYJIACch To11 BoAy. Ho qpakoH He 1mo3Bosmi. BuTsaHy
Ha Oeper, UTHOPUPYS MOe JIeTKOe COITPOTUBJICHHUE, MOJBEI K TOPKE OJEK/Ibl, aKKYPATHO CJIOKEHHOM
Ha KaMHe, OOBOJIOK TOPSTYKMM JbIXaHUEM, OCYIIasl BJIary ¢ Tejia, U BeJe:

— Opesaiicsl.

Cyxo BeJen, 51 Obl CKa3aJia KeCTKO, U s He CTajia CIOPUTh ¥ TPUIMTATh, YTO BOOOIIE-TO OJIEKIY
OCTaBJIsIIa He 371ech. HauaB oneBaThCs, 3aMeTHIa, YTO BEIU MPUBEICHBI €/1Ba JIU HE B MIEPBO3/IaHHBIN
BUJI, IPUYEM BCe, U BO3MYIIAThCS PacXoTesioch. S ymero ObITh O1aroqapHoi, ¥ IOMOTYaTh MHE He
B TATOCTh, OCOOSHHO KOT/Ia HEKOTOPBIE CBOUM HACTPOECHUEM COOMpaloT rpo3y. Henopaneky rpoMbix-
HYJIa MOJIHHSI, TIOPbIB CUJIBHOTO BETpa pa3MeTas YepHbIe JUIMHHbBIE BOJIOCHI MOETO MIOXUTUTEJIS, 32 €r0
CIIUHOW HEPBHO JEPHYBIIIMCH, PACKPBUTUCH JKECTKHE KPBUIbs, a s CMOTpeJia Ha BCe 3TO U CHOBa He
MOTJIa JBIIIATh.

IepBo3nanno. [Juko. beconomo6Ho. [TpekpacHo.

HpakoHn odepHysics. [TpoTsHyT KO MHE PyKH, a ... He modexana Kk Hemy — He xBatano! Cre-
Jana Toibko mar. M TyT ke momnasia B 0ObATHs, TIOYeMY-TO TIO3BOJISISA ceOs OOHMMATh U TIOKOPHO
BBICJTYIIIMBASI, KAK OH PHIYMUT MOYTU B CAMOE yXO:

— He nyraii meHs 6osnbiiie Tak. MOXeIIb 3UThCS, KpUUYaTh, MOXEIb THITAThCS COEKATh,
TOJIBKO. . .

OH mpocrT MeHsI He YMUPaTh, U 1 Obl eMy OOBSICHIIIA, UYTO BOBCE HE COOMpPAach, HO €CJIU 110
YEeCTHOMY, TO, TIOKAJTyH, OH MpaB U s MOIJIa, 3aXJICOHYBIINCH, YUTH Ty/Ia, OTKy[a HE BO3BPAIAIOTCS.
Tam Obl MEHS1 HUKTO HE Hallles — 3TO Ja, HO. ..

— Ommbaenibesi, — yCMeXHYJICS IPaKOH, — 51 OBl HAIIeJT JIake Tam, HO TeOe JIydllie He 3HaTh,
41O OBI 51 TOT/IA C TOOOH Caemal.

—To ectb? — He noHs1a. — Thl HACTONIBKO CHIIBHBIN KOJIIyH?

Hwudero He ckazai, BMeCTO 3TOro MeyIeHHO U 00sICh OTITYTHYTh, IIPUKOCHYJICSI K MOMM Ty0am
rotiesTyeM. A s TOJIBKO YCIIesia 3aMeTUTh, KaK ero KPbLTbsl, PACKPHIBIIMCH BO BCIO UIMHY, CHOBA CBEp-
HYJIMCh, 0OXBaThIBasl JOOBIUY — MEHsS. A TIOTOM T0JIOBa 3aKPYKMJIach, CMECTHIUCH TPOCTPAHCTBO U
BpeMs, M OUYHYJIaCh 51, KOIJ]a HOUb IaBHO OITyCTHJIach HaJ o3epoM. Hudero cebe HeKOTophIe ¢ Tole-
JIysIMU HaJIOBUMJTUC !

— 4 1ebs Haydy, — TYT %e MooOemand MHe, TIOIXBATUIM Ha PYKU U YHECTH B JIOM-TIEIEpY,
a 51, TIOKA MBI JIETEJIU, CTAPATEeJIbHO OTTOHSLIA MBICIIH, UTO, TIOKATYH, HAYIUThCS S TaK BUPTYO3HO U
He ycneto. [Tama 37101, marna oueHb 37101, U He 3Hal0, CMOTY JI yOeIUTh ero He YOMBAaTh TIOXUTHUTES,
KOrJia Hac HaijieT. Bee-Taku, mepBblid apeHb, C KOTOPHIM I 11eJI0BaJIach. . .

JIpakoH MeJJIeHHO TTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, B TEMHBIX IIa3aX CBEPKHY/IM JBE MOJIHUH, OTBEPHYJICS.

— ¢1 OBl TOXXE 3ax0OTeN yOUTh Ha ero MecTe.

—IlpaBna?

- Ja.

30



H. Pyueii. «Caunts. EnuHcTBeHHas U1t JpakoHa»

N Hu kamm crpaxa, s y:ke He TOBOpIO O pacKasiHUM. YauBuTeabHO. [IpuzeMinince, 3aiuim
B TIEIIEpPY, IJie HAC BCTPETWI OTOHb U JIB€ UCXOISIINE apOMAaTOM TYIIIKH, MOeJH, a TIOTOM JPaKOH,
Pa3BaIMBIIKCH JICHUBO W 3aKMHYB MEHsI Ha ce0s1, COOOMITHI:

— TBoit oter; MmeHs He yObeT. [lombITaeTcs, HO He yObeT.

— OTKyja Takasi yBepeHHOCTb?

Ero nmarneir, 3a/1eB CUHIOIO JIGHTY, PAaCIyCTUJI MOU BOJIOCHI, U OHM TEMHO-PYChIM KacKaJIOM OITy-
CTUJIMCh Ha OOHAKEHHYIO TPylb JpakoHa. A BOT MHTepecHO... OH Kak TOKa3ajcs Torjaa B CBOEM
HACTOSIIEM OOJIMKE, TaK M He OJIEBAJICS, U 51 CUIILHO TIOI03PEBAl0, YTO HAJTMUUE YePHOU pyOaxu N3Ha-
YaJIbHO ObUIO MJUTIO3HEH.

XM, a Oproku?

[NomeiTanack IepHYThCS — HE TIO3BOJIWIL, KecTde Tpuxkail K ceOe. JIacKoBO MmpoBes 1Mo MOUM
BOJIOCaM, OTBEJI MPsIIM 32 YIIIU U pacCMaTpUBaJl, KaK JIMKOBUHKY B JIaBKE.

— INokaneunTs MONBITAETCsA, — IPOU3HEC JIPAKOH, OIMyCKasi B3I K MOMM ry0am, — 0COOEHHO
KOrja y3Haet o noreinye. — Jlosrast may3a, B3JJ0X, CJIOBHO Ha 4TO-TO periaercs. — U yx eciu 3To Bce
PpaBHO HEM30EKHO, a s 0Oeran Tedsl MOAYIUTh. . .

N mHe He 00s3aTesbHO OBUIO O3BYYMBaTh, HA YTO OH PEIIWICS, TIOTOMY YTO T'yObl JpaKkoHa
y’Ke TOpa3/lo yBEepeHHEeU, YeM J0 ITOro, MPUKOCHYJIUCh K MOMM. A 51 CHOBA, MOJ/IABIIUCH Yapam U
JIETKOMY COKaJICHUIO, UTO Be/Ib IOTOM Y MEHsI TIOJIOITBITHOTO JPaKOHA He Oy/IeT, IMyCTh HEJIOBKO, HO
OTBETHUJIa Ha TIOLIENTYH.

U Bcero uepe3 MrHOBeHUE TIOHsLIA, YTO JPAKOH He OpOocaeT Ha BeTep CJIOB U MHE HPaBHTCH,
KOTJIa JIBa SI3bIKA... A ropasjio Mo3xe, 3achilas ¥ yCTParBasCh HA YEIyiyaToM MOyI0OHe!, TToHsIa
erie kKoe-4rto. [ToHsa, 94To B IoMe, YTOOBI CYMTATh €r0 YIOTHBIM M IIPUTOIHBIM /IS )KU3HU, CTSHBI U
00CTaHOBKa — He caMoe IJIaBHOE, U s Oyly HEMHOTO CKY4aTh TI0 OTHIO, UTO TaK TUXO MOTPECKUBAET,
IO €/1Ba MOJICOJIEHHOW TMYM U Yy Th-UyTh, CAMYIO KaIleJIbKY — 10 CAMOYBEPEHHOMY JAPAKOHY, KOTOPBIiA
HE TMO3BOJIWII MHE YTOHYTh, IOTOMY YTO KOJIAYH.

— IMoTomy 4TO MOOTIO, — CKa3aJI OH.

Ho, HaBepHoe, MHe nochbimanock. Hy, kakas mo0OoBb 3a qBa THsA?

— C nepBoro B3MIAAa.

Touno. 4 crumo. [Toromy 4TO OTVIMYHO TOMHIO, KaK 5 TOTAA BHIIJISI/IENa — C OIyXAIOIIKAM IJIa30M.

— ToI BbIJIsSIZIENA TIPEKPACHO JIaXke C IByMSsI OIyXaloIUMHU IJIa3aMHu.

Bor-BoT, 4 crito. ...

— Cnu, caunT3. U 51 mocrapaioch.

[Tocrapaercs oH. HTepecHO, a KTO 3TO Tak rpoMKo nocarnsiBaer? SABHo He s! A crumo Tuxo,
CITOKOWHO, BOOOIIIE HE KPYIyCh.

— Ox, ThI HE MPOTHUB, €CJIM 5 HEMHOT'O MOBEepHY TBOW HOry? Ila, BOT Tak, a To... Dyx, a 3Ty
cMelly uyTh BHU3... OX, Hy 51 TOYHO Terepb He YCHY.

Ara. He ycuet oH! A KTO, nocanbiBasi, UICTEPUYECKH paccMesiics?
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I'naBa 6. B o:xxuapanum cnaceHust

YTpom ApakoH Kak-ToO CTPaHHO HA MEHsI KOCUJICS M BCE HOPOBUJI IOBEPHYThCS CIIMHOM, CJIOBHO
MOW BUJI €My HETIPUSITEH WM U3-3a MeHS OH He Bbicnasics. Eciu 1 Tak, B 000MX Clly4asix He MOsI
BHHA, TaK YTO S C U3BMHEHUSIMU HE JIe371a, & TOHKO HAMEKHYJIa, YTO BUJIENH IJ1a3a YTO BOPOBAJIH, U
MaTpacoM HOYBIO HE 51 IPUTBOPSIACH.

JpakoH mpopeIyall YTO-TO HEPa30OPUHUBOE, U er0 (PUTYPY A0 CAMBIX MSAT CKPbLT HEBECTh OTKY/IA
MOSIBUBLIMICS IJ1AIll, B KOTOPBIM OH TYT ke YKyTajcs. IHTepecHoe Aesyo, a MHE HaKOJIJI0BATh YTO-TO
HOBOE U3 ofiekapl?! 1 TyT, MOHMMaenb 11, B OHOM U TOM € TPETbU CYTKH, CTUPAIO €XEAHEBHO,
4yTOOBI OT APOMATOB HE 33JJOXHYThCS, @ CTUPKA ISl MEHsI HaKa3aHKe MOXYyKe TPEXIHEBHOW yrpo3bl
3aMy’KecTBa, a 371eCh HaTe — MPOpbIUaI U B OOHOBKaXx !

— MbI Tak He TOroBapyBaINCh! — MOAOILIA K HEMY, MOMbITANACh Pa3BEPHYTH K cede, HO Kyaa
taMm. [Ipunuiock 0O0MTH caMOM, CTaTh HAIIPOTUB U 33/IpaTh MOAOOPOIOK — TPYAHYIO KJIETKY HE YCO-
BECTUTb, HAJI0O CMOTpPETh B I71a3a. — Ecim Thl He coOMpaelbcsi MeHs1 BO3BpalllaTh B OJvKamiiee
BpeMs... — [1ay3a, Hy a BAPYT?

Ara, Kak ke — HeBUHHBIN B3IV, MOJ, J1a 4TO s, Opexy?! Ail-aii-ail, Kak MHe He MOBe3J0!

— $IcHo, He cobupaenibest. Tora HAKOIIYH U MHE YTO-TO HOBOE U3 OJICHK/Ibl!

JlpakoH BHUMATEIbHO MPOCKAaHUPOBAI MEHs B3IJIS/IOM, CJIOBHO BIiepBble yBuaen. [a, na, g
TOXkE CYMTAIO, UTO IKMHCHI HOBbIE M KPOCCOBKH HE CTOITaHbl, HO MAalKy BE/Ib MOKHO BBIAATH APYTYIO!
U Genbe Toke! A Tak Kak HE BCIYX BBIIBUTAI0 TPEOOBAHWS, a MBICIIEHHO, JIETKO TIPOCKOJIBb3HYIIO
MaJIeHbKOE YTOUHEHHE: aKypHOe!

Bor, Bce ckazaia.

A, HOCKH elrle MOXHO. .. TIPSIMO M He 3HAI0 KaKue... XOTh B 3¢0py, XOTb B. ..

— A 4TO THI TaKk YOUBWICSA? — HO 3TO 51 MpUyMeHbIMIA. [{pakoH SIBHO ObLT B ILIOKE, M €C/d
MIPUIIOMHUTD, IJ1a3a y HErO Haua/ld yBEJIMUMBAThCcsl HA MoMeHTe ¢ OenbeM. Hy, 4uto 3a xaHxecTBO?
Mo:xHO rogymarth, sl HACTauBaJIa, YTOObI OHO OBUIO KPACHBIM!

— KpacHbM? — I71yX0 MOBTOPUJI OH, OCTAHOBUB B3[JIsAJl YyTh HAKE MOSICA MOMX JKUHCOB.

— Hla, s Takoe 000, — CKpecTUIa PyKU Ha TPy[IH, a IOTOM OJyMaJlach U CJIOKUB LIETOMY/I-
PEHHOM JIONOYKOM, ormycThiia ux. [IpakoH noaHsu qukuii B3rsn. He Bepur, uyto mu? AX, J1a, OH ke
MOMOTaJl MHE IOCJIE CTUPKU KOE-UYTO BBICYIIUTb. ..

— IIBax b1, — ernie Oosiee ITyX0 HATIOMHUJT JAPAKOH.

— Jlio6uUIIb THI TOYHOCTb, HY TaK $ AJ1s1 TeOsl yTOUHIO, YTO, 3HACIIIb JIU, HE YCIIeNa MOATOTOBUThCS
K TIOXUIIIEHHIO, a TO ObI 51 HETPEMEHHO BBIOpajia CBOETO JIIOOMMOT0, KPACHOTO IBETA.

OH KaK-TO CJIMIIIKOM BHUMATEJIBHO 3aIVISIHYJ B BHIPE3 MOEN MalKHU.

— Jla, — moATBepAMIa C BHI30OBOM, — BEpXHel 4acTH Oelbsl Ha MHE HeT. 51, 3Haelllb Jii, He pac-
CUMTHIBAJIA HA JJIMTEJIbHOE MYTEIIECTBUE.

MoxHO nogymMarb, OH He TOHsLI, YTO JIM(pUMKa HET, Korja 51 Ha HeM Jiexasna!

— IMoHs1, KOHEYHO, — B IJ1a3ax JIpaKOHAa MPOCKOYMIN MoMHMK. — Ho yOexnain ceOs, YTo MHE
M0KAa3aJIoCh.

UroObl BEpHYTb APAKOHA B OCMBICJIEHHOE COCTOSIHKE, MPUIILIOCh TIEPEMECTUTh PYKU K TPYIH U
JIETKUM TOKAIUIMBAHUEM HAIIOMHUTD, YTO IJIa3a Y MEHsI HEMHOTO TOBBIILIE.

— Taxk 4to Ha cyeT OOHOBOK ? — HATIOMHUJIA, & TO C €r0 JUIMTEIbHBIMU May3aMH MOCJe KakI0TO
CJIOBA MBI JIO yTpa OylieM J0rOBapUBAThCS.

— To4HO, — APaKOH IUIAaBHO MPEOIOIEI pa3eisABIIME HAC IBa METpa, — JI0rOBapUBaThCs !

AX na, mobumas 3a6aBa JIpaKOHOB — JIOTOBAPUBATLCS 1 TOPrOBAThCSI, UTO, BIPOUYEM, JJIST HUX
paBHO3HAYHO. 3ps 51 COONTHYJA. DTOT MOJIHOIEHHBIN JIPAKOH — T10 JTIOOOMY He CIacTCsI, Y MEHs Mpo-
CTO XapaKTep HEYCTYITYMBBIHA, TaK U Oy/eM B Meliepe roJiofiloM MasiTbCsl, MOKa Y OIHOTO U3 HAC SI3bIK
HE OTCOXHET.
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A... norogu-ka!

370 Ke IPaKOHy HAO BCIYX TOBOPUTH, YTOOBI 51 €ro MOHSIA, 2 MHE BOBCE HEOOS3aTEIbHO
yrpyxkaatbes! Bee! Urpato! Topryiock! A... s TONBKO ymycTWIa MOMEHT — Ha 4YTO I Urpaio U IO
KaKkoMy MOBOJIy BCE 3aTeBaJioCh?

— 91 0OBsICHIO, — MYPIIBIKHYJT JPAKOH, M OOOHIsI TTO KPYTY, OCTAHOBIJICSI HAITPOTHUB, 3aTJIsIIbIBAS
B IJ1a3a.

WutepecHoe neno, Ha BU APaKOH, a TIOBAIKY KOIIAYbU — a, MOXKET, y HEro KTO-To ObUI B TIpe/I-
Kax C MYIIMCTBIM XBOCTOM M ycamu? Hazeioch, OH Mo-KoIIaubl HE METUT TEPPUTOPHIO, & TO XOTS y
MEeHsI HIOX U He TaK Pa3BUT, KaK y HEro, ClIUM-TO Mbl BMECTE.

— MHe HpaBUTCS, KaK 9TO 3BYYUT — BMECTE. .. — MypYaHHe.

JlpakoH pacriaxHyJ1 Iiani — Heyxeau nomkapuicsa? Ho XuxXukHyaa s nmpexIeBpeMeHHO — OH
pacmaxHyJ IUIall MMpe, caean ee OgHO TUIABHOe JBIKEHHE, U TUIAI CKOJIb3HYJI 110 MOE CIHHE,
3aKpbIBas B TKAHEBOM KOKOHE BMecTe ¢ HUM. M BOT 31ech MpUIIia ouepeb XUITHUKA YIBIOHYThCS.

— INotopryemcsi? — cipocut oH, JIN3HYB MeHsI B yX0. — Ha uTo ThI TOTOBA, YTOOBI 51 HAKOJIAOBAJ
TeOe HOBBIN rapaepo0?

A, TaKk BOT MBI O UeM... yXKe Jierue, a TO MBICJIU CITyTajich. Ha 4To s1 roToBa paay KpoCcCOBOK,
HOCKOB — JIB€ TIapbl, KHMOHO — JIa/IHO, OJHOTO XBATHUT, & TO NIOCJIe KYIIaH!Us HE OUeHb yIOOHO BJIe3aTh
B JKUHCBI, TpeX (PyTOOJIOK, ¥ JBYX KOMILIEKTOB KPACHOTO aKypHOro 6enbsi? MoXKHO elre U YepHoe.
Hrak, Ha uTO s rotoBa?

— MHe, KOHEYHO, HPABUTCS, YTO Thl CTPOMIIb JATEKO WAYIIHE TUIAHbI OTHOCUTENIBHO HAC U
3amacaenibcsi BIPOK, — 3aMETHI IPAKOH, — HO pa3Be peub He I11J1a TOJIBKO 00 OJJHOM KOMILIEKTe OelTbsi?

— JlagHo, — cranack, — KOMIUIEKT O€Jibsi MOXKET OBITh OfIMH.

— Jloau, — yMUJIEHHO TIOKAa4aJl TOJIOBOM, — pedb IUIa BOOOIe 00 OJHOM KOMIUIEKTe Oebs,
TOJIBKO O HeM, MOMHHMIIb? KUMOHO, HOCKH, MaliKil — 3TOTO B TIEPBOHAYATILHOM CIHICKE He OBLIO.

— I11aHBl U3MEHUIIUCE.

—Yro?

— Mse HyXHO Bce, 4To s nepeurcnuwia. Hy, BOT KOMIUIEKT Oelibsi MOXKellb COKPATUTh 10
OJIHOTO, 37IECh 51, HABEPHOE, U BIPSIMb M0XKaTHNYAIA.

— U b1 Oyzenib pacxaxuBarh Mepeio MHOM B KUMOHO? !

— A TBI YTO... COOMPAEIILCS MO HETO MOATISAABIBATE ?

— HNoarnaaeBars? Her, Ho. .. — OH 3agyMasicsi, HAOJITO 3aAyMaJcs, 5 y&e Jaxke MPUTOMHUIIACH
CTOATH €3 CBOOObI IBUKEHUI. — XOPOIIIO, — BBIIOXHYJI OOPEUeHHO, — sl HAKOJILYIO Tebe BCe, UTO Th
MPOCHIIIb, HO 00eIaid, YTO HOCUTD Thl 3TO Oy/IelIb TOIBKO MPH MHE.

Sl OBl pa3Bena pyKaMu B CTOPOHBI WJIM B3sUla JIPAKOHA 32 PYKY U MOKPYKHJIA, YTOOBI pasy.
7132, HO U3-32 KOKOHA CMOIJIA BBIPA3UTh CBOE YIMBJICHUE TOJIBKO CJIOBECHO.

— A TBI 4TO, BUAMIIIL 3[IECH KOTO-TO Jpyroro?!

Sl roBopmIia pe3Kko, Moxaiyi, axke Mmepecrapanach C 3THM, HO IPAKOH KaK-TO BPa3 YCIIOKOMJICS,
¥ B3IJISA]] €T0 MPOCBETIET.

— Touno, — pazysbiOancs, — 30ech BCe PaBHO TOJIBKO MbI BIBOEM.

OH pacnpaBu1 pyKH, BHICBOOOXKAast MEHsI U3 TUIAINA, U IOBOJIBHBIN COOOM, OTOIIIEIT.

— YT0, MBI YK€ IOTOProBaJIMCh?

— Ja.

— U rne xe 00HOBKU?

— A BOH Tam, — OH KMBHYJI Ha KpacHyI0 TOPKY psiIoM ¢ MOMMH Horamu. — ThI ceituac Oyzenib
IpUMEPATH?

— Ha, ceituac, — CTpOro 0TO3BaJaCh 51, MPUTOTOBUBIIKCH K AKTUBHOMY COIPOTHBJIEHUIO. MyX-
YHMHBI HE JIIOOSAT, KOT/a JKeHIIMHBI OJIeBAIOTCs, X MHTEPECYeT TOJIbKO 0OpaTHBIH mporecc. Ho Aoxx,
pa3BerBasi MOM ONACEHUs, CIOPUTD HE CTall, a BBIIIIE U3 MEeNepbl, OCTABUB MEHS OIIHY.
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S npucena Bo3ie OOHOBOK, C MHTEPECOM paccMaTpUBasi KpacCHOe KMMOHO, KPacHbIe MaiKH,
KpacHble KPOCCOBKH, KPACHBIE CAaH/IAJINH, KPACHBIE HOCKHU M KPACHOE KPYKEBO-TIAy THHKY, IPUTBOPSI-
foreecs ek J01. 3/1ech 1 BHIIIIMBKA €CTh, U ONecTsue KaMmymku. [IpencraBisio, Kak y HEKOTOPBIX
3apsiOMT B IJIa3aX OT TaKOM KPacoThl, M OH €1Ba JIU MOBEPUT CBOEH yaade, yTo BOT HAJO ke, MYCTh
HECKOJILKO JHEU, a s CUYUTAJIACh €r0 HEBECTOM !

IMoka oneBanach, MENIbKHYJIO HEAOyMEHHE, MOoYeMy TOPTM 3aKOHUWINCH MPAKTHYECKH He
HAYaBIIMCh, HO S CIIKCaJa 3TO Ha TO, YTO TaK Ha JIPaKOHA JEHCTBYIOT MOM 4aphbl. Tak 3To0 51 OblIa B
IKMHCAX, a B KUMOHO OH COBCEM PAcTaeT M MPEBPATUTCS B TIOCIYIITHOTO KOTUKA B MOMX pyKax!

W3 nemmeps! s BbIIIUIA B paly’KHOM HACTPOEHHH, U yKe TOTOBSCh MIJIOCTUBO IOYECaTh KOTEHKA
3a yXOM, KOrJia OH MTOKOPHO HAuHET MsyKaTh, MOAOIUIA K IPAKOHY, OKU/IA0IIEMY Y OOpbIBA.

— Hy 4ro0, — BcMaTpuBasich B CMHHEBY HeOa, IPOH3EHHOTO COJHIIEM, CIIPOCHIIA 51, — TTOJIETHM K
o3epy?

JpakoH oOepHyJics. JIpakoH OKWHYJI MEHS B3IJISIZIOM, U CIIOBHO €My CTajio OOJILHO OT OOMJIHS
KPacHOTO IIBETa, 3aKPbUI I71a3a U MepecTal AblaTh. § mpocunTaia MUHYTY, HO OH HAIIPOYb 3a0bLT
o Bo3ayxe. JIloOonbITHO, a iBe BhIIepKUT? OH BHIICPXKAI Be. A MOTOM S IJISTHYJIA BHUA3 — TaM ke
OYEHHO BBICOKO, a s B 9TUX ropax OfiHa, U BAPYr OH YMpeT OT HejocTaTtka kuciopona? Her-uer,
TaK PUCKOBaTh HeNb3s1! MBI elle 1ake He M03aBTPaKaIH, a Marna MOXET 3a/IepKaThCsl ¢ MoucKamu. S1
MOTSIHYJIA IPAKOHA 32 PYKY M IPOHUKHOBEHHO MOMHTEPECOBANIACH:

— Tbl kUB?

— Cam ymuBJIsIIOCh, HO J1a.

JpakoH HaOpaJ MONHYIO TPYAb BO3yXa, ¥ TOT/a s OBEpUJIa U YCIIOKOWIACh. 3HAUUT, 3aBTPAK
BCE-Taku OyzerT. ..

— O yem 3aaymaics?

— O TOM, 4TO g — UIUOT.

— Aaa, — IpoTsIHYJIa pa304apOBAHHO, — TaK 3TO HAJIONTO... A s iyMaJia, Mbl TTOKYIaThCs Clie-
TaeM. ..

JIpakoH OTKpBLT IJ1a3a, YCTABUJICS Ha MEHsI, He MOprasi, U BpoJe Kak He COBCEM Ha MEHs, a Ha
MaKyIIKy. Sl MammHa bHO MOMpPaBUIIA BOJIOCHI.

— 3a0bu1a BKJIIOYUTH PacYecKy B CITUCOK.

OH ManMHaJILHO MPOTSAHYJ MHE TOJIBKO YTO HAKOJIJOBAHHBIN JIepeBsSHHBIN rpebeHb. KpacHoro
1BeTa. A, MOXeT, ¥ 3aKOJIKY Ui Bosioc? JIpakoH MPOTSAHY/I MHE IEPEBSHHYIO 3aKOJKY C KPACHBIMU
PACMHCHBIMU MaKaMH.

— JIoBKO y TeOs1 BHIXOAMT, — MMOXBAJIHIA 1.

OH Huyero He oTBeTWII. Bl 3aHAT. Morya nmoxupain B3rIsSJ0M MOe KUMOHO, HO s 3HaJIa, YTO
OHO HaJIeXKHO 3aMIaXHYTO, & HOTY HIKE KOJIEHA TO3BOJIMTEILHO BUAETh HE TOJIBKO Tarle.

— T He XOuenb nepeoseThesi? — CIPOCKIT APAKOH.

— MHe Hanoesno npuMepsiTh OOHOBKH. I XOuy MCKyTIaThCsl.

— B 3tOM?! — OH BO3MYIIIEHHO TKHYJI AJIbLIEM B KUMOHO.

— Her, — nosiciuna s, Kak Tyrnomy, — Korza Oyy 3aX0uThb B BOAY, 51 CHUMY CaHJQJIUH ¥ KUMOHO.

Aonx mokavas roJIoBOM, YTO-TO XOTeJ MHE BBICKa3aTh, HO HE CHPABHWJICS C JBYMS BBICYHYB-
IIUMUCS SI3bIKaMu. B3peBes Bo BCIO TIIOTKY, OOEpHYJICS IPAaKOHOM U yJIeTelN, He OIVISIIBIBAsCh. A o
CMOTpeJia eMy B XBOCT U MOHSTh HE MOIJIA: TOYEMY Y MEHsI He BBIIIIO IPUPYUIHUTH ITOro KoThka? U
elle: YTo MHe JIeJIaTh C TUM YEPCTBBIM JIPAKOHOM ?

Kumono emy He moHpaBuIoch!

Wnnort, ToyHO, caM ke MpU3HAJICS, U Jaxe OONbIIMIA, YeM aymMaeT. BoT 3aueM OH ocTaBWII
MeHs1 oqHy? YUTo 3a riynoe goBepre K TomMy, KTo MeuTtaeT coexarb? IlocMoTpes ele pa3 Ha HEOO U
HE 3aMEeTHB B HEM Jake TEMHOH TOUKH, 51 yceJaach yJOOHel U BBIIILIA B acTpasl, YTO HA YIUBJIICHHUE,
TMOJTyYHJIOCH JIETKO.

«[lama, — mo3Bana st ApakoHa, KOTOPBIN YBEPEHHO pacceKasl He00».
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«51 yxe 3Hatw, rae Thl, Jlonu, — oTo3BasICs OH, — Mana CKopo OyJeT, He BOJTHYICS».

«A To4YeMy Thl JIETULIb? — yAuBUJIach 5. — [loueMy He uepe3 nopran?»

«TOT YEpPTOB APAKOH YyTaIIWI TeOs TyAa, I1e MOPTasbl 3aKPbITHI, ¥ 32 TO, YTO TBOW CTapblid
rarna yrpaxHsieTcst Ha KpbUIbsIX, EMYy TOXKe IPUETCSI OTBETUTh. Takas Aajb. .. Takas Jalib. .. B MOEM
BO3pacTe...»

[Nama OpUT OYEHb JIEHUBBIM APAKOHOM, a TI03TOMY Mamna OblT oueHb 30i1. He BbIIepkaB sMomnu-
OHAJTLHOTO HATPSIKEHUsI, MEHTAJIbHAS CBSI3b OBICTPO IMpepBajiach, U 51 HE ycIiesna CIpOCUTh, KOTrAa
MMEHHO OH Oy/IeT M UYTO 3alUIaHMPOBAJ B KaYeCTBE MECTH AJIsl MOXUTUTENs. BooOie-1o y marsl ¢
(baHTazMel TYro, HaBEpHOE, MPOCTO PA30PBET HA KYCKH, M 3TO JIyUIIUN BapUaHT: ObITh TIOKAJICUeH-
HBIM JIEMOHOM XYK€, YeM CMEPTh, 9TO arOHMUsI MEK]Ly )KU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO.

S ycrpemua B3msiA B HEOO, CTApaTeIbHO OTTOHSIS TPYCTh. DTO MPOCTO XKAIOCTh K JPAKOHY,
JIerKasi ’aJloCTh, U TOJBKO.

Hy a uto 310 erie MoxeT ObITh?

JlpakoH BepHYJICs IOBOJIBHO CKOPO, HA MEHSI He B3IJISTHYJI — BCE B/ajlb, BJaJlb CMOTpEJI, HaBep-
HOE, 3HaJ, 4TO s C Maroi rmoropopuia. 3a0pocusl MeHs ceOe Ha CITUHY U B3jeTen. Momya maxan
KPBUIBSIMH JIO CAMOTO 03€pa, HO MPesk/ie YeM MO3BOJUTh MHE Pa3ieBaThCsl, 0OBEI B3IVISI0M TeppH-
TOPUIO, IPUHIOXAJICS, TPOOYOHIII, YTO 37€Ch HUKOTO, M OTBEPHYJICS C TAKUM pa3IpakeHueM, CJIOBHO
s eMYy Ha SI3bIK HACTYIHJIA.

W BOT crplman e MOM MBICIH, a POMTHOpUpoBai. U ele KTo-To TOBOpUT o cauHT3! Bper
Bce! YUTo-To s He MPUTIOMHIO, YTOOBI MOM T1ara Tak UTHOPUPOBAI Mamy !

He ycriena u rma3om MOprayTh, Kak JpakoH, POBOPUYAB HEUTO 3710€, METHYJICS KO MHE, crped
B OXAaIKy ¥ FOPSYMM pblYaHUEM 3aCTaBHJI MEHsI 33JJpOXkKaTh, & MOU BOJIOCHI CHOBA 3aKPYTUTHCS BOJI-
HaMH.

— 51 Te6s1 He urHopupyio, Jomu. f Teds Gepery, MOHATHO?

Her. Huuero He nonatHo. Ho BCilyx s BiiepBble €My cOBpaJia:

— Jla, KOHEYHO.

— Hdonou, — oH mpuxascs J00M K MOeMy, 3aKpbLT YTOMJIEHHO I71a3a, a s Havyajia nepeOrparb
ero JJTMHHBIE BOJIOCH, UyTh CHyTaBinuecs ot nosera. Cioma Obl rpedeHsb, Ja OH ocTascs Ha ckane. U
KaK y MY)KYUHBI MOTYT OBITh TaKH€ KPaCUBbIE M MSTKHE BOJIOCHI, KOTOPBIE TP 3TOM YIUBUTEIbHBIM
00pa3oM He JIMIIAIT ero MyxectBeHHoCcTU? — Jloou, — MOBTOPHUJI JIPAKOH, — y Tebsl, Kak y Moen
CauHTI, YyBCTBA MPOSABATCS, HO TIOCTENEHHO. M BOT KOI/Ia 3TO CIIyYMTCS M ThI YCIIBIIIUIID MOH 30B,
THI TOWMEIITb, YTO JIIS] MEHS 3HAYMUJIO OBITh C TOOOM M HE CMETh MPUKOCHYThCA.

A TO, 4TO MBI CIIMM JIPYT Ha JIpyre 32 MPUKOCHOBEHUE He cuuTaercs, uto Ju? U nmouenywu. ..

JlpakoH paccmesiiicsi, OOHsLT CUJIbHEe, YIOBIETBOPEHHO B3OXHYJI M BBITYCTHII U3 OOBSITHH, TaK
ke, He OTKPBIBas IJ1a3.

— Wau uckymnaiics.

4 Tak m gymana! OQHM pa3roBOpHI O TOM, KaK s Hy)KHa eMy U BOOOIIEe, a Kak JOXOIUT 0 Jieia
— oTIpaBwI Mpous. Hy 1 magHo, mycTh XKIAET, YTO 51 YCIBIITY KAaKOK-TO 30B M, MOXKAaB CBOIO TOPIOCTH,
npumuaych. [TycTb 0OOMaHbIBaeTCs, €CIIM €My 3TO B PaJoCTh.

Sl Hajesach, YTO MOIJIaBaB, OCTBIHY M YCIIEI0 MPOCTUThH TaKoe MpeHeOpekeHre, HO Boga He
oxJjaguiaa Mo meul. K Tomy ke, 51 BCIOMHMIIA, YTO MHE Hy)XXKHa 3yOHasl IIeTKa U KpeM I JIUla, u
0e3 HUX sI 1 MUHYTHI OOJIbIIIe MPOXUTh He Mory! Tak 4To... cefiuac s KOMy-TO BBICKaXKy BCE, 4TO
HAKWIIEIO. . .

1 BBINIA U3 BOMBI, TPAKOH C 3aKPHITHIMU I71a3aMU HA MEHS AyHYJI, YTOOBI OBICTPEl 00COXIa,
Y TOJIBKO 51 OTKpPBLIA POT, MPOTSHYJ 3yOHYIO IIETKY, MacTy M KPacHBIM MAaKeTUK, KOTOPBIA 51 cpasy
y3HaJa.

— Ho... kKak? — TOJIIBKO ¥ CMOTJIa CIIPOCHTb.

Cneratb B AHUZAT Tak OBICTPO OH HE MOT, a IOPTAJIBI 3/1eCh HE PabOTAIOT.
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— {1 — Ko ayH, — HATIOMHWJI C YIBIOKOH, U BOT SIBHO HE XBATAJIO €T0 IPAKOHOB-TIPUsITENIEH, YTOOBI
C MOXBAJILOON YTOUHHUTH, MOJI, OYEHb CHIIbHBIN KOJIIYH. — HO 3TO, NECTBUTENBHO TaK, — CKa3aJl, He
OropyasiCh OTCYTCTBUEM CKPOMHOCTH.

A s, KaK cyacTJIUBBIN 0OJagaresib 60rarcTBa B BUAE MOEW JTMYHOW KOCMETUKH, CIIOPUThH HE
crasa. K Tomy 3xe, mpuceB y 03epa, yKe ycepaHO YHUCTHIIA IETKOM 3yObl. DTO Takoe OakeHCTBO, a
TO KaK B JpeBHUE BpeMeHa — naJibiieM. Thy. ..

A BOT MHTEPECHO. ..

3aKOHYMB yTPEHHHUE MPOLEAYPHI, s MOCMOTpesia Ha AofIXa, a OH TOJIBKO pa3Bes pyKaMu, MO,
cama JoraJIbIBaiicsi, moyeMy st Bpore Obl M He KYNaloch U OJIEKAy HE MEHSIO, a BHIIVISIKY CBEXKO U
MPEKPacHO.

— [loromMy 4TO KOJIAYH, — MpOBOpYasa s.

— Hy BOT BUuIIL, — OXBAJIMJI OH, — HE TIPOIIUIO U HEeJIeJM, KaK Thl 3TO ycBowIa. Teneps aeso
32 MJIBIM: YCBOHTB, UTO Sl — HE MPOCTO CIIyYalHbINA MOMYTUYHK, & TBOK OyIyLHiA MyX.

— Byny1iee — nmoHsITUE pacTsSKUMOE, — YCMEXHYJIAch s, HO He ycIiesia 3aKOHUYUTh TeHUAIbHYIO
MBICJTb, YTO OHO MOXKET TaK PACTSIHYThCSI BO BPEMEHH, UYTO KTO-TO PaHbIIIE JI0KIETCS CTAPOCTH, YeM
KEJIAeMOr0, KaK IPaKOH MEHs pa304apoBall.

— IMoTopormuics s ¢ BRIBOAAMH, — IITyOOKO B3/I0XHYJ OH. — ThI 1TOKa HUYEro He ycpowmna. 51 —
konayH, Homu. U 1 Buzen Hame ¢ To6oit Oyayiee. Hame. C to6oii. Bmecre. [Tonumaenis?

Ecnu yecTHO, TO HET. DTO sl OTKA3bIBAIOCh YCBAUBATh, TOTOMY UTO MOHATH HE MOTY — €CJU 51 U
KOJIIyH OyJeM BMecTe, Mara 4ro e, MeHs He HaiaeT?

— U T1ebs Haiizer, 1 MeHs1, — YCIIOKOMJI JPAKOH, HO BO B3IJISIE €ro Ha CEKYH/y MEJIbKHYJIO
OEeCITOKOICTBO.

— Ecm ThI OTITyCTHIII MEHS CaM. .. — Havasa .

JIpakoH B3sJT MEHS 3a PyKY, B3METHYJICS B HEOO, TpaHC(OPMUPYSCH HA JIETY, U Jake KOoraa
MBI BEPHYJIUCh B TIEIIepy, Iie HaC MoK MPUTOTOBIEHHBIM 3aBTPAK, HECMOTPSI HA MOH TOTBITKA
pasroBopuTh ero, ormamuuBascs. M 4ro 51 He Tak ckazana? OTIyCTH OH MeHsI caM, U sl Obl yTOBOpHJIa
mary, a TakK...

Ho kakoe MHe /1e710, 4TO OH 3anucai ceOs B CMEpTHUKH?

[NoHavasmy MoTyaHue HEMHOTO TATOTUJIO, TIOTOM $1 YBJICUSHHO jKeBajla M OblIa 3aHATA, a TOTOM
s 3aMeTUIa OHY JeTajlb — APAaKOH HUYEro He MPUTOTOBWJI Uit ce0sl, U eClIU MPUIIOMHHTH, BYepa
Toxe He e1. Y uTo oH cebe aymaet? Pemmn npu MHe cienaTbess Mymuen? A eciiv OH cBauTCs 0e3
cun’? U uto xyxke — Koraa OyzaeT B mosere?!

— Bonnyeliiibcsi? — BCTpeneHyJcs ApakoH.

— Mla, — He cTasia CKpBIBaTh, — BOJIHYIOCh, YTO C MOUM CUACTheM B TOT MUKAHTHBI MOMEHT 51
OKaXyCb y TeOsI Ha CIHHE.

JlpakoH paccMesiicsl Tak TPOMKO, UTO IPOTHYJIM CTEHBI Teliepbl. PazroBopuiia Ha CBOIO royioBy !
YMepeTsb 1oj1 3aBajioM KaMHeH YJII0aI0ch MHE e11ie MEHBbIIIE, YeM YIAPUThLCS C BBICOTHI O €JMHCTBEH-
HBII KAMEHb.

— He Bonnyfics, — qpakoH pa3BasIwiICs Ha MOy, HAOM0AAst 32 MHOM MOI03PUTENIBHO CBEPKAIO-
MMU 1a3aMu. To JIM OH CIIMIIIKOM Becel, TO JIM He B Iyxe — He pa3Oepelb. — Buepa st oxoruics,
MOKa THl YHUUTOXKAJIAa ITUYKY, CETOIHS — MOKa craia.

— Oxoruica?

— B 4yenoBeyeckoy CyIIHOCTH sl MOTY YIOBJIETBOPUTHCS MAJIBIM OOBEMOM THIIH, HO JPAKOHY
3TOr0 HEJJOCTaTOYHO.

W s BcoMHWIIa, YTO B MEPBHIN JIeHb, KOTJIa MBI OCTAHOBIJIUCH TIEPEIOXHYTh, AOIX U €ro MpH-
SITEJTN CheJI HeUTO pa3MepaMu C OrPOMHOrO KabaHa, a Ha BTOPOW JIeHb BCE TPOe MPH MHE He eJlH.
[oka MBI JieTanu K 03epy, J1Ba APaKOHA MOIJIM TTOOXOTHUTHCS, a TOTOM AOJIX OCTaBUJI MEHS C HUMH,
a cam nosieren noakpenutbest. Haseprnoe, tak?

— IIpaBuiibHO.
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— W uto xe TbI cHET?

— Buepa wnu cerogusa?

— Ceronus.

— Jlocs, kabaHa, IBYX MEpHATBIX U BCErO OIHOTO TPUOHMKA.

— Yt0? — MUCKHYJA 51, OTCAXUBASCH MOJAJIBIIIE.

JlpakoH CHOBa pacxXoXoTaJics, a 5 MoMasia ceOsl Ha MBICITH, UTO KOTJIa OH CMeeTCsI, CTAHOBHUTCS
JOBOJIBHO KPACHB, XOTsI MHE 3TO U Oe3pa3InyHo.
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I'naBa 7. /IpakoHbe rocTrenpuuMcTBO

He 3Hato, ¢ 4ero BIpYT IPakoOH peLInI YCTPOUTb IMPOTYIIKY 110 TEPPUTOPUH, HO pa3 BE3€T OH, 4 B
Telepe BCce paBHO HEYIOTHO U HYJTHO, 5 TIOIILIa HABCTpevy ero Karnpusy. BooOiie-To, s yxe HEeMHOro
O3HAKOMMJIACh C OKPECTHOCTBIO, KOI/Ia YeIMHAIACh MO HYKAaM, O KOTOPBIX HE MPH jKeHUXax Oyner
CKa3aHo, HO MeleMy 0co00 I0 CKaJlaM He pasryjisenibcs, a IUIaTo YKPaIeHO CTPaHHBIMU KyCTapHU-
KaMH, C KOTOPbIX COYMTCS MOAO3PUTENBHO KpacHas Kuxka. § yXoauiia nojanelle, K A€peBbsaM, Aa
IIPOCTAT OHU MEH$ 3a MO BBIOOP.

— I'otoBa? — BHEepBbIE MOMHTEPECOBAJICS JPAKOH, IIPEXAE YeM B3BUTbh CO MHOH B HeOo. Wi
Halll¥ OTHOILIEHUsI IPOrPECCUPYIOT, WM OH OT OOMJIMA e/ibl pazaooped. [Jaxke He pplyai Ha KpPacHYIO
Maiiky, KOTOpYIO s HaJieJa. EAMHCTBEHHBIM €ro ycjaoBreM ObUIO — TOJIBKO He KUMOHO! TTo3xke, koraa
BepHEMCs B IeIepy Wi AJ1s1 KyIaHUiM, MOXHO, a Tak. .. Ho KTo ObI cioput, J1eTaTh B XaJlaTe He OUeHb
yIOOHO, a IpakOHy MO€ CMHUPEHHE JIETJIO Ha AyIy.

Jla v BooO11ie, CBHITBII JpaKkoH MOYTH IyInka. Hamo ormyckars ero yarie oXOTUThCS, a TO, HaBep-
HOe, eMy erle Oojiee HyHO B 3aMKHYTOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE, YeM MHE. XOTs... He cXoauTcsl. I pakoHbl
6e3 yma ot metep.

— JlpakoHsl 6€3 ymMa OT TOTO, YTO B Ienepax MOXHO HAJIeKHO CIPSTaTh, — YTOMJICHHBIH TEM,
YTO HAJIO MOSCHATh OYEBUIHBIE BELH, IPOTSKHO B3/I0XHYJ ApakoH. MOXHO NOLyMarth, 51 yIpaliu-
BaJla ero noAcaynmearh! YUcTo JpakoHbst HArJIOCTh !

Aonx NMpHOCaHUJICA, BBHIIATUB NEPEIUBAIOLIYIOCS (PUOJIETOBBIM ILEI0, PACIPAMMI AJIMHHBINA
XBOCT, pacTsHyJIcs B ockasie. Uto 310 ¢ HUM? AX, Hy Jia, HOXBAJIWIU €ro!

—T'otoBa? — cHOBa cIIpocuIL, M ke He TaK T'PO3HO.

Hey:xenu OH HacTOJIBKO MaJI0K HA JIECTh?

JlpakoH B OTBET Ha MOM MBICJIHM Pa3BeJl NepeIHUMHU JIallaMH, MOJI, XOUelllb — IPOBEPb.

A s B3s1a u npoBepuiia. CTajia MbICIEHHO IIEPEYUCIIATh KAKOW OH OPOMHBIH, KaKHe OCTpbIe Y
HEro KOI'TH, BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO KOIJIa 51 BIIEPBBIE YBUJEJA €ro, UCIyrajach U noxaiena 6eqHoe HeOo.
A npakoH ynepeB MoAOOPONOK B Jally CIyIIaj, CAyIIaj, He MHras H, KaxeTcs, He Apima. [la yx,
Mama rOBOPUJIA, YTO MyTh K CEpILy MYKUUHBI JIEKUT Yepe3 KeIy[JOK, U 3acTaBiisjia MEeHs YUUThCS
TOTOBHTb, 4, OKA3BIBAETCS, HAJJO OBLIO OpaTh YPOKM PUTOPUKH y kab repuornHu. Bon kakue dyneca
JIOKb TBOPUT.

— TBos Mama, — JpaKkoH yTpaTWJI BCE CBOE ApYKeIoOue, Ha CIHMHE Y Hero B3bEpOILINIach
yellys, — HaBepHOe, KaK M TBOH ara HaMBHO MoJIaraja, 4To HaJeKHO cipsATaia Te0s OT IPAKOHOB,
MO3TOMY U Y4HJIa TOTOBUTb. M 3TO yMeHHe MOTIIo Tebe MPUToIUThCs, €CIIU OBl ThI BBHIIILIA HE 3a JIpa-
koHa. Ho, Kak Thl yke 3Haelb, — JOOABUJI OCIIEIITHO, — BBIA/IEIIb ThI 32 MEHS.

— To ectb, — 3auHTEpECOBaIACh 51, — Y BAC KEHILMHbBI HE TOTOBAT?

— T'oToBAT, eciu KUBYT C APaKOHAMU IPOCTO TaK.

— Kak 310?

— MBpiI tletum Kyzna-HuOyAb i HeT? MHe npollie pa3roBapuBarh B YelI0BEYECKOr (hopMme.

— [Nouemy?

— Tam s3pIKM KOpOYE MK BOOOILIE O/IMH, A 3TH elle MOAHATh HaJlo, ellle POKPYTUTh UMU, HE
3aBsA3aB B y3e/1. OCOOEHHO TPYIHO, €CJH MBITACIIbCS BBITOBOPUTD YTO-TO HE BHITOBAPUBAEMOE.

— Ila najgHO? — MofoIILTa OJIMKE K YenTyduaTon MacTy.

JIpakoH cikaJl YesIIoCTH M MOKavasl FOJIOBOM.

— Y0, — ynuBUIach 1, — Thl, TAKOM OT'POMHBIA Y CHJIbHBII JAPAKOH, TAKOM MYAPBIM U CTapbly,
HE CMOJKeIllb BRITOBOPHUTH JETCKYI0 cKoporoBopky? IMonpo0yii. Kopabim naBupoBany, 1aBUpoBaIH,
12 HE BBUIABUPOBAJIH.

JlpakoH 3ambIXTel1, BBIITYCKasl Iap Yepe3 HO3JpH, a 5 MPOAOIKIIIA APa3HUTh €ro:
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— Heyxenu He noBTOpUIIb? DTO JIEMEHTAPHO Jae IJIsl MeHsl, IeByIKU. — M mycTh ocTaneTcs
MeKy HaMH, YTO 51 HE CYMTAIO KSHIIVH U JIEBYIIIEK CIa0bIM TOJIOM.

JpakoH npu3agyMaiicsi ¥ IOBEPUJI; €CIIU CYIUTb 110 COCPEIOTOYEHHOMY B3IVISILy B CTOPOHY —
MIOBTOPHJI CKOPOTOBOPKY TPO ceOs1. YCMeXHyIIcs oOeuTesieM U MPOM3HEC BCIYX, XBACTAsCh ITEPEIO
MHOM:

— KopaGmu naBpupo. .. 1aBpupo. .. JaBUpO... JaBPPPPPOOOPOy... spbIK... paddsadu. ..

— YT10? — NOBEPHYJIACh JIEBBIM YXOM.

—Padppadm... apsik...

— Yrto-4TO? — MOBEPHYJIaCh MPABHIM.

JpakoH Mpopblual HEYTO HENEPEBOJMMOE, HO HE ycIesa 51 BAOBOJIb HACMESIThCS, TPAHC(HOP-
MUPOBAJICS B YEJIOBEYECKYIO CYIIIHOCTD, NMaJIblIaMU PACKPYTHIT SI3bIK, CBEPHYTHIN 3aMBICIIOBATOU TPY-
OOYKOHN M MOCMOTpES Ha MeHsI, TOTOBSICh K HAKa3aHWIO — 3/1eCh U MBICIIM YUTATh HE HAJIO, YTOOBI
J0raaThCs.

— Hy, 4dro, nerum, HakoHe11? — moToponuia 5. — A TO CyMepKU HaCTaHyT, TTOKa Thl HAUTPACIITHCS
B jIeTcTBO. HeOoch yike 1 3a0bUT UTO 3TO TaKoe — MOHAYMBATh APYT apyra? U Ha 310 He 0OMXaTCs,
Mexay npounm. [la-na. Hy, BoT pasbirpana teds u uro? HukTo Benps He moctpanat. [locMmesuuch
TOJIBKO.

JIpakoH HUYEro He cKa3al, C/IeJiall JBa I1ara, OOHsUI MEHS M CUTaHYJI CO CKaJbl, a 51 pe3K0 000-
pBaJia XMXMKaHbE U 3aBU3KaJIa, KOT/Ia TIOHSIA, YTO TPAaHC(OPMHUPOBATHCS OH HE COOMpAeTCsl, a 3eMJIS
yKe MPaKTUYeCKH MoJ MouMu nsitkamu. O, mamouku! f monbiTajiach JepHYThCS, HO OH JIepKal
KPETKo, U 5 c/iejiajla eqUHCTBEHHOE UTO MOIJIA JJIsI CIIACeHUsI MSTOK — OOHsJIa JpaKoHa HOTAMH 32
TaJIHIO.

B3peBeB oT Moell HarnocTy, JpakoH TPaHCHOPMUPOBAJICS U 3aMaxajl KpbLIbsIMU, OTIANSS HAC
OT 3eMJIM, HO He MepeMecTHI MeHs Ha CIHMHY, a Aepikal JanaMu nepeja coooi, Kak noobray. Vnm
Kak 3aBTpak?

— lletckuii caji, — 3aMETHUB, UTO sl paCCTPOMIIACh, 3aKMHYJI MEHS Ha CIIUHY. — 3allOMHU, B UTPAX
MOTYT OBITh HE TOJIBKO TBOM TpaBUjIa. ECIM TH K TOMY He TOTOBa, HE UTPAid.

— YTO-TO THI CJIMIIIKOM Pa3rOBOPUJICS JUISI TOTO, KOMY JIeHb SI3bIKOM BOPOYaTh, — OOU/IENACH s1.

— Kak okazaiiocs, s1 Majio BOpoyaio i3bIKOM HE U3 JIEHH, a CKOpee U3 MPeLyCMOTPUTEILHOCTH.

BcrnomHuB, Kak 3a0aBHO JIPaKOH INETICISIBUJI CO CBSI3aHHBIMU SI3BIKAMU, 51 HE BBIIEpXKaia U
yIBIOHYJIACh, & OH, CJIOBHO MOT BUJIETh MOIO YIILIOKY, YK€ He TaK 0)KeCTOYEHHO pacceKkat HeOO Kpbl-
absaMu. K Tomy ke, Mbl IposieTany HaJl TAKOM KPacoTo, UYTO JyX 3aXBaThIBAJIO, U HE XOTEJIOCh 3psl
MOPTUTh HACTPOECHUE AaKe TPAKOHY, YCTh U BPETHOMY.

JlpakoH u3a pagoCTHHIN BOILIb, U €r0 TMOJET CTaj elle Oosee BeIMUECTBEHHBIM U TPAIHO3-
HbIM. He XxBaTaeT KOpOHbI K TaKUM TMOBaIKaMm!

— Ecnu Th1 He B Kypce, — MPO3BYYaio HpaBOYUUTENILHO, — IIEPBBIM UMIIEPATOPOM Halllel UMIIe-
pum ObUT IpaKoH. DTO TO3KE OH YJIeTel Ha TOKOW B OHY U3 JAaJIeKUX Tellep U nepenas yrpaBieHue
CBOMM IOTOMKAaM.

— Of1, oil, — (bIpKHYJa 5, — MOXET, U TaK, HO 3TO €llle He MOBOJ| pa3lyBaThCsl OT TOPIOCTH,
CJIOBHO 3THM UMIIEPATOPOM ObLT THI.

JpakoH rnmpomosyai. A ApakoHbI Belb HUKOIIA HE YCTYIAIOT B CIIOPAX. ..

— Aoax, — ro3Basa .

IToBepHy:n ronosy.

— 370... OBLI TH?

— Her, — otBepnyiics.

— Hy a Toraa ¢ yero Takasi ropaocTh?

— IlepBbiii UMIIEPATOP CUUTAETCS TPEKOM BCEX JPAKOHOB.

A, Hy Teriepb MOHSATHO, TIOYeMY OHU BCE IMOTOJIOBHO MHAT ceOsl BAXKHBIMU NTULIAMMU !

JlpakoH monepxHyycs U Ha4ajl CHUKAThCSI.
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— [Tuipl, — ckazat, mposeTast JOBOJbHO HU3KO HaJl 3eJIEHBIM KYCTAPHUKOM C KPACHOM KIKeH, —
9TO TO, UTO JIOOMII Thl M KypHAOYC. A JIPaKOH — 3TO TOT, KTO JIOOUT AeJIaTh BOT TaK. ..

[Tnams B CeKyHIy YHHUTOXHJIO KYCTAPHUK M PA3HOLIBETHBIC MEPBIIIKK, KOTOPbIE Ha HEM Tpe-
MeTau, a s, HAKOHell, MOHSJIA, YTO 3a KpacHasl KMka ¢ Hero MOCTOSTHHO crekaia. Ho BOT umcto u3
TMOOOTIBITCTBA: & €CITN OBl s, IPOXOAS MUMO K JI€PEBBSIM. ..

— KypHaGyc nuTaeTcst TOIbKO NTHIIAMU, — YAOBJIETBOPUII UHTEpeC ApakoH. — Huuero B okpyre
JBYXCOT METPOB TeOe He yrpoXkaer.

-A...

— A nanpliie Thl HE YUJEIIb.

— WHTepecHo, a...

— He no3Bomo, — oTpe3an JpakoH.

OH MOXeT 00OJBINATHCS CKOJIBKO YTOIHO, HO MOM Tara He IPUBBIK CIIPAIIUBaTh pa3peIieHusl.

— Ilymaio, Mbl C HUM TIOJIAIUM, — YCMEXHYJICS APAKOH.

— Jlo Toro, kak oH TeOs yObeT Wiu rocie?

Moutuanue.

Muoraa OpIBAOT TakKMe CJI0OBA, TOC/E KOTOPBIX MIOHUMAEIIlh, YTO TPUBBIYKA OTMATYNUBATHCS —
BO 071ar0, MHOTJa OBIBAET TAKOW BHIUTPHIIIL, TIOC/IE KOTOPOTO HE OTITYCKAET YyBCTBO, UTO ThI IIPOUTPAIL.
[Moner yTpatui cBoe BOMIIEOCTBO, HECMOTPSI HA KPAaCOTbl, MUMO KOTOPBIX MbI IIPOJIETAIA, HECMOTPSI
Ha 0o0JsiaKa, KOTOpbIE Mbl OOTOHSITH, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, UTO s MOIJIA MOJIYaTh CKOJIBKO AYIIIE YTOIHO,
TMOKa JIPAKOH CYXO paccKa3bIBaJI I7Ie y HAC YTO U3 pACTEHW W )KUBHOCTH, U B KAKOM CTOpOHE AHUJIAT,
a B kakoil [lonuHa [IpakoHOB. A s ciymiaja U He MorJia He TIpU3HaTh, 4T0 AOJX, JEUCTBUTEIBHO,
MHOT'O 3HaeT, a ...

$1 He BuzeIa HUYEro, KPOME ropoja, TJie Kuia. S CIOKOMHO Kajia, TIoKa OTell MO3BOJIUT MHE
BMECTE C HUM ITyTeIleCTBOBATh, a OTell, — 51 TOJIbKO ceivac MoHsIa, — HABEPHOE, KA, KOT/Ia BBIATY
3aMyk M YCIOKOIOCh. Ecii Obl OH XOTeN 111 MeHs APAaKOHbEe CBOOOMBI, B JIU Orpakaall OT Jpa-
KOHOB, a2 MaMa BpsJ] JIM TpaTHJIa BpeMs Ha TO, YTOObI HAYYUTh MEHSI XOPOIIO TOTOBUTH MIPU MOUX
MUHUMAJTBHBIX 33J]aTKaX BECTU XO35CTBO. M, HaBepHOE, TOJIBKO M3-3a MEHsI OHU U He KUJIA BMECTe.
Sl mpUIa o TEYeHMIo, a Korja Te4eHrne U3MEHWIOCh M MEeHSI TIOHECTIO B Kpasi, O KOTOPhIX MeuTaa,
s OTUASTHHO 3aX0Tejia 00paTHO.

3amyx $, MO-MIPeKHEMY He CTPEMJTIOCh, HO... YTO sl 00 3TOM 3HaI0?

JKeHUIIUHBI-KOPPH MOCIe 3aMYKeCTBa B3BAJIMBAIOT Ha ceOsl CTUPKY, TOTOBKY, YOOPKY, BOCITH-
Tanue aetedl. B obmeMm, Bce. Kpome 3Toro, cuutaercs 3a yaady, eciv HaiayT padoty. X myxbs
TOXE PadOTalOT, HO B OBITY OECMOJIe3Hbl, U XYXe TOro — npuBepeiuBbl. [IoMHIO, OHY W3 HaIIMX
COCEIOK MY OMJT CKOBOPOJIKOM TIO TOJIOBE U CITUHE, €CJTM Y)KUH ObLIT HEJOCOJICHHBIM WJIM TTIOJABAJICS
HE BOBpEMsI, a B3pOCJIble AeTH Kalpu3HUYAId, YTO UM HeUero HaJleTh u3-3a ee HepsanumBocTu. OHa
J0NTO Teprena, padoTaia TONbKO Il HUX, a IOTOM COBEPIIEHHO HEOXUIAHHO CTaja Jieral v yIia
13 cembd. Kak y Hee 3TO BBIIILIO, HE 3HAIO, HO OT IyT THETYINEero Opaka oHa m30aBuiachk. KpbuiaTbie
He o0mIalTcs ¢ Koppu. Kpbuiareie Bbillie 3Toro. BoT Torga u Myx, U ee B3pocibie IeTH B3BbUIH U
TIOHSLTH, YTO TIOTEPSUI, HO OHA HE PUCKHYJIA pajid HUX OeJIbIMU KPBUIbSIMHU.

A npyras cocelika KaxIplil TOfI pokasia MyKy JeTel, IOKa OH He UCIYTaJICsS U He OPOCHIT UX
BIIIECTEPOM B MAJICHBKOM JOMHKE, IPUUYEM OCEHbIO, ¢ TIpoTeKaroliel Kpbimei. [lama, kotopomy s
pacckazana 06 3TOM, CHavJI HOBBIM JOM W3MEHHHUKA, TJIe OH TOCEJWIICS C MOJIOIOW U Oe3eTHOM
MOOOBHUIIEH; M KOT/Ia Ta ero Opocuiia, OyIHBIN My BEPHYJICA, CIIENIa ellle OJHOTO peOeHKa KeHe
1 cHoBa Tiponaj. ['oBopsrt, ero kunynmu B Hao 3a nonru, a oTTyna BO3BPAIIAIOTCS PEAKO, TaK UTO TaK
Y TSIHET ero JKeHa Ha ceOe BCeX JIeTel, CBeTa He BUJIWT.

A ene oHa onayiwiia Ha TSKEIOW padoTe PyKH M MYXK BBITHAJI €€, CKa3aB, YTO JapMOEIOB He
AEPXKHUT, XOTS IO 3TOr0, — MamMa paccKasbiBasa, — JOOUBAJICS €€ MOYTH YEeThIpe TO/la, BCE YrOBapHUBa
MIPUHSITH OT HETO KeMYYyT. DTa KeHITIMHA KaKoe-TO BpeMsl )K1JIa y Hac, a TOTOM, KOT/la paHbl Ha pyKax
HavyaJIi 32)KMBaTh U OKA3aJIMCh HE TaK CTPAITHBI, MYy MPHIIES 32 Held, CHOBA BBEJ B JIOM.
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Mens Bcerga mopaxasia Oe3pONOTHOCTh KSHIMH, C KOTOPOM OHM TPUHUMAJIN XaMCTBO,
M3MEHBI, IPyOOCTh CBOMX MYXUHUH. S Clibliana, 9YTo OBIBAIOT CYACT/IMBBIC TIAPBI M Bpojie Obl Aaxke
BCTPEYAIOTCS Cpev KOPPH, HO camMa X He BUJIEJIA, TaK UTO ISl MEHS CYACTIIMBBIX Map Kak Obl U HET.

A Aoax rOBOpWII, UTO Y HUX KE€HA HE TOTOBUT APAKOHY, U 5, yMalo, OH He JukeT. Bece Tpu 14,
YTO MBI BMECTe, 51 BeJ[b NaJiel] o nasier] He ynapwia. OH T0ObIBaeT MUIILY, OH TOTOBUT, OH IIPUCMATPH-
BaeT 3a TeM, YTOObl CO MHOW HUYErO He CIYUYMJIOCh CTPAITHEe! CaMOro MOXUINECHUS], OH HAKOJJIOBAJI
MHE OJIeK/1y M Jake TOProBaThCsl HE MPHUIILIOCH, TIepeHeC U3 Moel KOMHAThl KocMeTHKY. OH 3a060-
TUTCSI 000 MHE.

Omn.

Moxert, He Tak YK TUIOXO OBbITh 3aMyskeM 3a apakoHoM? Eciu, KOHEYHO, JTIOOUIIIb. . .

JIpakoH He Jie3 B MOU MBICJH C KOMMEHTapUSIMK, BOOOIIIe Besl ceOsl IPUIIMYHO, U 51 OBl TIOTY-
MaJia, 9YTO OH U He B Kypce, KaKue CTpaHHbIe pa3MBIIUICHUS] MEHS BAPYT HAKPbUIH, €CJIM Obl HE €ro
B3[JIsA] IO BO3BpalleHUH. $1 3aiuia mepBoid B Temepy, rnepeoaenach B CaHIaIud, KUMOHO, a TIOTOM
3amies OH, MO IMOXUTUTENb, M TIOCMOTPET Ha MEHsI Tak, CJIOBHO BO MHE OTHOW CpPeloTOYMEe BCEX
HAJIeK], CIIOBHO sl — BeCb MHp ISl Hero. M 4to camoe cTpaHHOe, 51 He MOIJIa, He XOTesa MPUTBO-
PATHCS, UTO HE 3aMETHUJIA, YTO He MOHSIA M MHE BCE PaBHO.

Bornee Toro, s ¢ 3aTtaeHHBIM YIOBOJIBCTBMEM HaOJofana, Kak 0e3 eIuHOro kecra Aojaxa B
Tierepe MPOCHYJICS OTOHb, KaK Ha BEpTelie 3aKPyTUIach ITHUUYKA, U MEHSI TIEPETIOJTHIIIO YYBCTBO BOC-
TOpra, 4To BeJb 3TO OH. DTO Jenaet oH! s MeHs!

MenbKkHYyJIa CTpaHHAsI MBICITb, & YTO €CJU... HeT, OH BHIIVIAUT BEJIMKOJIETHO, ¥ YBEpeHa, 3TO
3aciyra JIONrux IMojieToB U TPeHUPOBOK. Ho UTo eciim Ha caMoM Jiesie OH TorJja MHE COBPAJI, YTOOBI
MoHpaBUThcs? MOXKeET, cka3aTh eMy, UTO OPIOHETHl MHE, KOHEUHO, 00JIee CUMIIATUYHBI. .. TeOpeTHYe-
CKH... HO TaKasl MeJIoub — 3TO He rIaBHOe? MOXKeT, eMy TPYyIHO YIep:KUBaTh paay MeHs 3Ty dopmy?
A GJIOHIMHOM OH TOKE XOPOIII, IPOCTO. .. HEMHOTO JIPYTOi, BOT U Bce. U BooOIIe, a eciv Obl 51 CKa-
3aJ1a, 9YTO MHE HPaBSTCS JIbIchie? !

AojIX TIOfIOIIeNT KO MHE, JIACKOBO MPUKOCHYJICS TIAJIbIIeM K ITieKe, MPOBe UM BHU3, TIPUTIOJ-
HsJT MOW TIOMOOPONOK M 0e3 MPeAMCIOBUI WM OTBETOB Ha BOPOX MOWX BOIPOCOB TOIEIOBAI.
ITOT MOLIETYH OTINYAJICS OT MPEAbAYIuX. Te ObUTN HEeXKHBIMU, TTO3BOJISIONIMMU POOETh, TAOITMMU
IIIAHC OTBEPHYTHCA. DTOT JABUJI MaJleiiliee COMPOTUBIICHUE HAIOPUCTOCTHIO, SIBJISAST COOOM 3asiBiie-
HUE TPaB, KOTOPBIE 5 He TIPU3HABAJIA, HO HA/I KOTOPBIMHU. .. CTaJla 3ayMbIBAThCH. . .

Pyku Aojixa ckob3HYJIM MHE Ha CIIVIHY, 3aTaHIIEBaB ITPUYY/TUBbIN TAHEI] ¥ IPHUKAMAsI B TAHIIS
K cebe, Omke, eme Ommke... OHM OOKUTATM MOIO KOXY, 3aCTaBJIsAsl APOXKATh, KeJIaTh OOJBIIETO,
3a0bITh, YTO MBI B IIEIIEPe, TIe U3 YIOTa TOJIBLKO KOCTep, 3a0bITh, UTO S 3[IeCh HE TI0 COOCTBEHHOU BOJIE.
Ceituac, B 3Ty MUHYTY, MOSI BOJISI PUHAJICKAIA MHE, M €CJIM 51 He Xo4y... Ho 3Has, 4to y Hac He
TaK MHOTO BPEMEHU BMeECTe, M pa3 y’K MHE BCE paBHO BJIETHUT OT Iallbl 3a IJIOXOe MOBeeHue, 3a TO,
YTO 3aCTaBMJIa BOJIHOBATHCSI. ..

[TpunogHABIIMCH HA MBITIOYKAX, 1 OOHsIa Aoaxa 3a IIel0, U MATKO MPUKOCHYJIACh SI3BIKOM K
ero, OTYero JIPakoH 3aXpuriesn u odopeal norenyid. OTKphIB I71a3a, s HEJIOYMEHHO YCTaBWJIACh Ha
TUIaII, B KOTOPBIA OH OISITh 3aBEPHYJICS, & TIOTOM YyXke, TOOOPOB TMepBOe YAUBIICHHE, TOAHSIIA B3IJISI]T
K YepHBIM TJIa3aM.

— HemMHOro0 yBJIEKJIUCH, — CHITIO CKa3aJl IPAKOH, — ITUYKA YyTh HE Cropea.

[To MHe Tak W 4yepT ¢ Hell, HO JPAKOH OTOIIEN, MPOTIHYJ PyKy B KOCTEp, criacasi MTUYKY, U
oT/an ee MHe. Takoe oIyIleH’e, YTo JIeHb ero Of10JIeia MouMaTh JJIsl MeHsI ele ofHy, ecau uto. Hy
JIaJIHO, TTOeM, CHEJIal0 IPAaKOHY MPHUSATHOE, a TO BOH KaK MEYeTCs M KOCUTCS Ha BBIXOJL.

— TbI MOOXOTUTHCS XOUYELb?

—Yro?

— Ecnm xouerns — ieTH, Bce paBHO s OTCIOfIa HUKYIA He cOery.

— U npaBna, nponerarbes, 4To Jin? 3a0/HO U BOABI HAabepy.

— A Boga Jajieko?
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— 3a kypHaOycamu, He Bujena? Tam MaJleHbKUI pydyeeK, HO O4eHb IIPOBOPHBIN U TTPOXJIATHBIN.

— W cMmenblil, — moxBayiuia s.

Hecmotps Ha TO, 4TO pydelt He ITUYKA U I, B OOIIEM-TO TOXe, HO HU 3a YTO ObI He IMoJie3/ia
MeKy STUMU IJIOTOSAHBIMU KyCTapHUKAMHU.

— Jla, mposneTach, — permics apakoH. — Hageock, TOMOXeT. . .

— Ot yero?

Aonx IOCMOTpeI TaK, CJIOBHO 51 paccKasaja MOIUIBIA aHeKJIOT MPU ero POAMUTENsX. A, KCTaTy,
BOT UHTEPECHO. ..

— 4 yneren! — ApakoH METHYJICS Ha BBIXOM, U TOJILKO U CJIBIIIAIN €0 KPBUIBSI.

N uT0, BOT Tak B3s1 U OCTABUJI OIHY?

Jlo’keBaB MTUYKY, 5 KaK pa3 MOJAHSIACh, COOMPAsiCh BBIUTH U3 TICIEPHI U TIOHATH B YeM TO/IBOX,
KOTJIa YCIbIIalia 3ByK JpaKOHBMX KpbUTheB. Hy BOT, 51 Tak 1 mymana. M nake ycriena HaKyKCUThCS U
Pa303JIMTHCS HA TIOHBIT KOHTPOJTh, KOTJIA B TEINepy 3ailiesl BOBce He AOJIX, a TOCTOPOHHUI MYyKUMHA.

— Ilpuger, — s 0OJIErYeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, Y3HAB B HEM JPAKOHA O] JIYHHBI KaMeHb.

Bce B TOM1 ke yepHOIi pydarlike, B TeX ke OpIoKax, YTo M HECKOJIbKO JHeH Hazaa. Huvero B Hem
HE M3MEHWJIOCh, Pa3Be UTO B3MIsA. [IpakoH Ii1a3en Ha MeHs, PHUYeM TakK, CJIOBHO BIIEPBBIE YBHUIE,
YTO OHH TOTJa CBOPOBAJIH.

— Aonx yreTen, — ckazasia 5, 1 OTMETHB CTPaHHOE TIOBe/IeHHe TOCTsI, Ha BCAKUI cirydait 1o0a-
BWJIA, — HEJIAJIEKO.

JIpakoH HEPBHO OTJISIHYJICS, IIarHYJ Ha3a/ U 3aMep, 3aKPbIB I71a3a. S BCIOMHMIA, YTO UHOTIA
JydIlasi TAKTUKA C TICUXaMU — C/IeNiaTh BUJI, YTO THI HEe TIO03peBaelilb B HUX TICUXOB, U Havasa 6e3-
3a00THO OONTATb.

— A 3HaelIb, MbI CEerojiHs JIeTaIN Hajl MeCTHOCThI0. OKa3bIBaeTcs, 3/1ech KpacuBo. f naxe paja,
YTO YBUJIENA ITO, a TO Korja Owl ernie. .. AHuIaT — 6ecroio0eH, HO Tara MpaB, B HEM HeT Pa3Jiofbs,
a 371ech. .. Kerary, a Te0s Kak 30ByT? A TO, 3Haelllb. ..

JanpHeias Mosi pedb ObLIa 3arjyllieHa TAKUM CTPAIIHBIM PeBOM, UTO criacasi OapabGaHHbIC
TMIEPENOHKH, 51 3aKpbUia I pykamu. Ho HUKak He MOrJia 3aKpHITh POT, B yKace HaOIo/1ast, Kak uTo-
TO OrPOMHOE MOJITHUEHOCHO PBaHYJIO M3 MeIIephbl TocTs Aojixa, Cyasi 1Mo 3ByKam, OTTAIIWIO €ro B
CTOPOHY U, HaBepHOE, IPUTOBOPHIIO K CMEPTH, TIOTOMY UTO PeB pa3OaBHIICS XPHUIIOM.

41 3Hat0, uTO 11 COOCTBEHHOM OE30IacHOCTH JIydllie 3a0UThCs B YrOJl U kJ1aTh, HO HE MOIJIA
ke s1 OpPOCUTDb TOCTSl Ha pacTep3aHue U BOOOIIIEe, UTO 51 CKaKy AOIXY, KOTZia OH Y Tellephl 3aCTaHeT
OCTaHKHM Jpyra? A ecu MpUIeTUT CIIUIIKOM TO3HO, TO U MOH. . .

A, IBYM cMepTsIM He ObIBaTh. S BHIIJISIHYJIA — HUKOTO, HO IO 3aTUXAOIIEMY PhIYaHUIO U XPUITY
orouBaroierocs (pyx, Bce elle KuB), cBepHya BieBo. Hukoro. Tlponuiack 1o 1miaTto, ¢ Kak/IbiM
I11aroM YyBCTBYI BCe OOJBIITYI0 XpabpocTh — HUKOro. M yxke XoTesa pa3BopaunBaThCsi 0OpaTHO, KOTAa
YCITBITIIAT CJIA0BIN XPHIT HAJl COOOM.

S momHsAa TONIOBY W yBUJENA NApANIUX B HeOe JPaKOHOB — IO JTYHHBI KAMEHb M aBAHTIO-
PUHOBOTO. AOIX TPO3HO PhIYal HA CBOETO MPHSATENISA, a TOT JaXe He MBITalCs OOPOThCs, XpUIies U
KWBAQJI, XPUTIE]T U KUBAJL.

— D! — KpUKHY”a 1, ycTaB cMOTpeTh BBepX. — [Ipuzemiisiitecs !

JIyHHBII IpaKOH MOCTYITHO OPOCKJI B3TJISI BHU3, HO TYT ke IMOMYYHJI TAKOH yaap, 9To OTIeTel
Ha COTHU METPOB, JIa ellle KYBBIPKOM. A TOKa OH MPOBEPSUT BCE JIM KPBUTbS 1IeJIbI, aBAHTIOPUHOBBIN
CITyCTHJICSI, CMEHIJI CYIITHOCTh Y HaIlpaBWJICs KO MHe. O4YeHb XOTeIoch yoexkarhb B Meliepy, Ho s He
TMo/IAAJIach MaHuKe. 51 0knasna 4ero yrogHo — 4To OH Oy/IeT BO3MYIIATHCS, YTO OyJeT OTMaTIMBAThCS,
HarHeTast OOCTAaHOBKY, HO OH IMOKAsTHHO U KaK-TO CJIeTKa BUHOBATO CKa3aJl:

— 4 — uauor.

— ToI moBTOpSIEIIBCA.

- Ja.

— Ho T8I )¢ TEPIICTb HE MOXECIIb ITOBTOPATHCS.
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— IToBepb, OBITH LAMOTOM MHE TOKE He OYeHb HPABUTCSI.

— Bepio, HO TOMOYb HUYEM HE MOTY.

— Moxerib.

— U kak xe?

— CMeHU KMMOHO Ha JKMHCBH U MaHKy.

— Tsl yBepeH, 4TO 310 MOMOKET?

— Henaponro, noka Kepon He ysieTur.

Hy nagHo, X0Th HEMHOTO 00JIEryy ero CTpajaHus, a TO IPsSMO C JIMIA COMIeN, TaK UCTIEPEKU-
BaJicsl. ¢l 3anuia B nemepy, CKMHyJIa KUMOHO, HaJlesla JHKUHCH U MaiKy.

—T'oToBo! — 0OBSBUIIA TPOMKO.

Aonx Havas 3axoAuTh, cleaoM 3a HUM Kepor, HO 00a ApakoHa OCTAaHOBWJIMCh Ha TIOpOTe, a
JIyHHBII OCHEITHO 3aKpHya:

— 4 3akpoiBai rnaza! Kak u toraa, s 3akpsiBai riaza!

— Yro 3710 3HauMT? — TpedOBaTEIBbHO crpocuiia s1. — Ecu eMy Tak HeNmpUsITHO MEHSI BUZIETb,
MYCTh BBIAJIET, WJI MOTY YWTH I, TOKa BBl HAOOIIAETEeCh.

— OH BbIHAET, — AOAX TOJKHYJI IPUSTENS B OOK, ¥ TOT OCIYIITHO MOMSTHIICS, — & Thl IEPEOICHb
KpacHylo Maiiky. Her, — yJoBMB MO# B3IJIsi, 100aBUI, — JIyYllle, €CIM Thl HAJIeHelIb CBOI. Tak u
Keporty 1 MHe OyneT CrIoKOIHEH.

Hepsol Kepona u Aonixa MeHsi BOJIHOBAJIM MaJio, & BOT CBOM s odepeus He npoTuB. U Tak ¢
yMa MOKHO COWTH OT TAKMX HOBOCTEH — HEKOTOPBIE IPaKOHBI OT KPACHOTIO LIBETa IIPOCTO B CTYIIOP
BIIQ/1A10T, @ HEKOTOPBIE HACTOJIBKO KPOBOKa/IHO-TOCTENPUMMHBI, YTO JIy4lle HE MPUXOAUTb.

[ToMHuUTCA, MHE BMECTO CKa3KM Ha HOYb MaMa B JIETCTBE pPaccKa3blBaja, YTO BO3JIE OJHON U3
MaNyHBIX Nelep BaISI0TCS KOCTH, HO TOra 5 PeIInja, YTo 3TO TakK, AJIs COTUIHOCTU. A Terepb BOT
TMOJlyMaJIOCh, MOXKET, 3TO ObUIM MAMHBI TOCTH, HO MX HEKOMY OBUIO Pa3HSTh?

43



H. Pyueii. «Caunts. EnuHcTBeHHas U1t JpakoHa»

I'naBa 8. Yoaunada caeka

JIyHHBIII IpakoH IMOCJe CBITHOM Tparesbl, pa3/ielieHHON C HaMH, BaJibsDKHO pa3BaIuics y
KOCTpa U UTHOPUPOBAJ BCE HAMEKM Aofxa, YTO eMy 1opa U OH 3arocTuiics. 1 He coMHeBaach, 4To
ABaHTIOPUHOBBIN €CJTU Obl IEWCTBUTENILHO 3aX0TEJ, JIETKO MOT 3aCTaBUTh NIPUSATENIS] yOpaThCsl BOH, HO
CO3/1aBaJIOCh OIIYITIEHKE, YTO OHOMY JICHb BHITOHSITh, @ BTOPOMY — XOT$I ObI IIOJHSITHCS.

Mme ke Kepora, rocie cTonbKux BKYCHOCTEH, KOTOpbIe OH ITPUHEC, BHITHATH Jae B TOJIOBY HE
MIPUXOJIIIO: U OBOIIU, U (DPYKTHI B KOP3UHKE, U BCE yXke BBIMBLI, YTOOBI K PyUblo He Oerarb, U HOX
MIPUHEC, YTOOBI BCE KYJIBTYPHO. 30J10TOM rocTh! [Ia mycTh Obl XOTh KaXK/IbI IEHb TPUJIETAIT, 0COOEHHO
€clI MeHs 37iech He OyleT, MOTOMY YTO €ro CTpaHHOe MPUBETCTBUE 51 Bce elle He 3a0buia. [Ipassa,
Kepony ynanocs MeHsl pacronoKUTh 3aCyIIIEHHBIMU JIETIECTKAMU JAPAKOHbEH JIMITNH, U3 KOTOPBIX OH
3aBapuil Yail. YIMBUTEIbHBIN BKYC, UyTh TEPIIKUIA, YyTh CIAJAKHI, HECMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBUE caxapa,
Y TIPOXJIA/IHBIA, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO MPUTIEKAET SI3bIK, a eIlle OT ITOTO Yasi TSHYJIO YJIbIOaThCs BCEMY
MUpY, Jake HACYIJICHHOMY U HaOJI0AAIoIeMy 3a MHOU AOJIXY.

Peenyer, uro mm?

MHe Obl 37TUThCS — 51 TIPAaB HA PEBHOCTH HeE JIaBaJia, a 51 IaBJII0Ch CMEXOM. A, MOJKET, MHE CMEIITHO
Y He OT 4Yas, a oT paccka3oB Kepomna. Oka3plBaeTcs, OH IBax/ibl BOPOBAJ AEBYILEK, HO MOKa JOJIEeTal
1o Jonunel [IpakoHOB, ycTieBaJl B BHIOOpe pa30o4apoBaThcsi. MeHsl Takoe HEMOCTOSTHCTBO HEMMOBEPHO
YAUBJISTIO, U 51 BCE TBITANACH BBISICHUTH B YeM MPUUUHA Pa304apOBaHUI.

— Jla Hedero Tam pacckasblBaTh, — IOJIWT APAKOH, MEePeryisabBasich ¢ AOIXOM.

Ho s HacToiiuMBO yTOMJISIIa €ro BOMPOCaAMHU.

—Hy... TaMm... 993... — Tanyn JIyHHbII ¥ OIMBA MHE HOBYIO IIOPLIMIO Yasi, JIUIIb Obl MOTYAJIA.
Ara, kak xke! Hy, a BApyr oH pacckaxkeT Takoe, 4to v MHe npuronutcs? Torna Aonx meHst Opocut
caM, sl BEpHYCh K Mame, U HUKTO He yMpeT. [IpuBbIKIIa 51 K HEKOTOPBIM Yellyl4yaThiM, MyCTh KUBET,
a? Ilyctb paccekaeT HEOO CHIIBHBIMU KPBUIbSIMH, ITyCTh LIETYeT APYTUX JAEBYIIeK, Oojiee JOCTYIHbIX,
MyCTb. .. [ TaBHOE, YTOOBI KKJI.

Sl craparenbHO UTHOpUpOBaIa B3I Aoaxa, YyBCTBOBAIA, HO UTHOpUpoOBaa. Jlydiie noro-
Bopio ¢ Keponowm, nozapasHio ero, nonajaoena. C HUIM MHe MIPOILE U Jierde, ¥ BOOOIIE, OH OTBJIEKAET
OT CJIOJKHBIX MBICJIEH, a AonX. ..

He Boineprkana — mocMoTpesia u 000XKIJIach, HACTOJIBKO TOPSTYMM ObLT B3MJIsA. B Hem, HecMOTpst
Ha araToBbIil 1BET, 3peJio IJIaMsl, TIHYJIOCh KO MHE, BJIeKJIO. BCIIOMHMINUCH TOLETyH, BCIOMHUIICS
’Kap, KOTOPBII OXBaThIBaJl MeHs, o0eperasi, BOUTbIBas, Noriomas, aaps. [a, s 3Hana, 4ro Bce 3TO
HepeaJibHO, UTO TaK He JOJKHO OBbITh M YTO PSIIOM C HUM HaYMHAI0 IOHEMHOTY TepSITh TOJIOBY, HO. ..
Ho mHe, kaxeTcst, HpaBUTCS OBITh PSZIOM C HUM. ..

— Hy, a Bce-Taku? — 3actaBuia ce0si CHOBa MepekIounThcs Ha Kepoma, v aplmarek cTajno
nerde. — BoT moxXuTui Thl AEBYIIKY, JIETeN C Hel, JieTesl, MHTEPEeCHO, YTO OHa ciesiajia TaKoro, 4to
THI IOHSJI: OHA TeOe He MOAXOIUT?

— 0000, — XUTPO YJIBIOHYJICS JIPAKOH, 3aKATHUB IJ1a3a, — YTO OHA TOJILKO He Jiesiasia!

—93... TO €CTb... Hy... — 3aMsAMJIIJIA yXke 5. — Sl MpaBUIILHO TeOs MOHUMAI0?

Sl Ha masbLAX MBITAIACh IOMIOJHUTH CBOIO MBICTH, HO Kepor riiaza eiiie He OTKpbLI, peObIBast
B BOCIIOMUHAHHUSIX, TAK YTO MOJACKA3KU HE BUIE]L.

— Ecnu Aoax 3pst BpeMeHH He Tepsil, — NpOTsaHya JIYHHbIN, — TO, HABepHOE, Thl TOHUMAElllb
npaBuUIbHO. HO yTOUHSITH HE PUCKHY, a TO TepIIOTMHS U Ha 9TOT Pa3 HUKOTO He JOXKIETC.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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