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I'masal

Korna Mepu JleHHOKC mnpucnanu kuTh K Js1e, B MuccenpTysuT-MsHOp, BCe TOBOPWIIY,
YTO OHA CaMblil HETIPUATHBIA PEeOEHOK, KAaKOro MM KOrJa-indo MPUXOAUIIOCh BUAETh. DTO Oblia
npasja.

VY Hee ObUIO MaJIeHbKOE XY/I0€ JIMLIO U MaJIeHbKOE XyJoe Tes0. Bosock! y Hee Obutn OeIOKyphIe,
KUAKHE, a JIUIIO, C BEUHO KUCIIBIM BHIPaKEHHUEM, JKEJITOE, [IOTOMY YTO OHA pouiIach B IHAWY 1 BEYHO
XBOpasa TO TeM, TO APYTUM.

Orel1 ee cOCTOSLT HA CITy)KO€ Y aHTJIMHACKOTO NIPABUTEJIbCTBA, BCeraa ObIBAl OUeHb 3aHSAT U TOKE
YacTo XBOpaJ, a MaTh ee OblIa KpacaBuIla, KOTOPasi JIOOUJIA TOJIBKO ObIBAaTh B TOCTSIX U BECEIUTHCS
B KpyTy Becebix Jiiofeid. Eil BoBce He HykeH ObLT peOeHOK, 1, KOraa poauiach Mepu, oHa opy4uia
YXO[l 32 HeI0 TY3€MHOM CIIy’KaHKe, WM a3, KOTOPOM JIajiv MOHSATh, YTO €CJIM OHA KeJaeT YrOguTb
MeM-canb!, ToO peOeHOK He JOJIKEeH IMONaaaThCs e Ha TJ1asa.

Mepu He momMHMIA, YTOOBI KOrAa-TO0 BHeaa OMU3KO YTO-HUOYIOb, KPOME CMYIJIOrO JIMIIA
CBOEW ail? WM JPYTruX TYy3eMHbIX CJIYT; a TAK KaK BCE OHU BCETAa MOBUHOBAJIKMCH €1 1 TIO3BOJISLIN e
Jenath BCe MO-CBOEMY, ITOTOMY UTO MeM-Ccaud MOIJIa pacCepauThCs, ecii Obl ee 00ECTOKOUT KPUK
peOeHKa, To IIeCTH JieT OT poay Mepu Oblia BeJMUYaiiell STOUCTKON U TUPAHKOM.

Mortozasi TyBepHaHTKa-aHIJIMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B35LUIM, YTOObI HAyYUTh MepH uMTaTh U NKCATh,
TaK HEB3TIOOWIIA ee, YTO uepe3 TPU Mecslia OTKA3alach OT MECTa, a KOrjJa sIBJISUINCH JIpyrue ryBep-
HAHTKH, TO OHU YXOAWJIM uyepe3 ele Oojee KOpoTKoe BpeMs, yeM repBasi. U eciu 661 Mepu camoit
HE 3aXO0TeJIOCh BBIYUUThCS YMTATh U MIHCATh, TO OHA HUKOI/IA HE MMesia Obl BOBMOKHOCTU HAYYUThCS
naxe azOyke.

B ongHo cTpaiHo kapkoe yTpo — eii Torga OblIo yxke OKOJIO IEBSITH JIET — OHa MPOCHYJIAaCh OCO-
OEHHO 371as1 U pa303JIMJIach elle Oosblle, Koraa yBUea, YTo CIyKaHKa, CTOsIBIIIAsI BO3JIE €€ IOCTeNH,
ObL1a He ee aild.

— 3auem Thl mpuia? — cKkazajga OHa YyKOH KeHIuHe. — I He To3BOMo Tebe OCTaThCs TYT.
[Tpunum muae Moto ains!

V KeHIIMHbI ObLT UCITYTaHHBIN BUJI, M OHA ITPOOOPMOTAJIA, YTO aild He MOXKET MPHUIATH, a KOraa
Mepu B HEUCTOBCTBE CTasla OUTh U TOJIKATh €€, OHAa TOJIbKO MCIyrajiach emie OoJblie U OBTOPHIIA,
YTO aii9 HEBO3MOKHO MPUNATH K MUCCH caud.

! Tak naswisator B Wuaynn OesIbIX KEHIIMH.
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B 310 yTpo B caMOM BO3[yXe TOYHO HOCHJIOCH YTO-TO TaMHCTBeHHOe. Huuero He nenanu
OOBIYHBIM TOPSIIKOM, U HEKOTOPBIX U3 TY3EMHBIX CJIyT BOBCE He ObLIO BUJIHO, a Te, KOTOPbIX Mepu
BUJIENa, JIBUTAJIMCh TOPOILIMBO MM YKPAIKOH, ¢ OJNeTHO-CEphIMM MCIyraHHbIMM JiuiiamMu. Ho et
HUKTO HUYEro He TOBOPHUIL, M € alid BCE HE SIBJISUIACh.

YTpo MpOXOauio; CKOpO OHAa OCTAaIach COBCEM OJiHA, HAKOHEII BHIIILIA B CaJl M CTajla UTPpath
TOXE OJHA TOJ] JIEPEBOM, OKOJIO BepaHapl. OHa Jejaia B/, YTO YCTpaMBaeT IBETOUYHYIO KITyMOy,
Y BThIKaJ1a OOJIbIIINE SIPKO-aJIble [IBETHI B MAJICHbKUE KYUKHU 3eMJIH, BCe OOJIbIIE 1 OOJIBIIIE pa3apaxKa-
sick 1 6opMoua cede TIoJ1 HOC BCe TO, YTO cOOMpasiach CKa3aTh CauIu, BCe Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBA, KOTO-
pbIMH coOMpaach 0003BaTh ee, KOrjia OHa BepHETCS.

— Ciunbs! Cunbs! CBUHOE 0TpOIbe! — TOBOPUJIA OHA, IOTOMY UTO HAa3BaTh Ty3€MI1la CBUHbEH —
9TO camMoe XyjIiiee 0CKOpOJIeHue.

OHa ckpeskeTaia 3ydoamu, OBTOPsist 3Ty (ppa3y, KOria ycislilaia, 4To Ha BepaHy BbIILIA ee
Marthb ere ¢ KeM-To. DTO ObLT OeJIOKYPBIT MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK, U 00a OHU CTOSITH ¥ TOBOPHITU KAaKUMHU-
TO CTPAHHBIMHU TUXUMH TOJIOCAMH.

Mepu 3Hana OGEOKYPOro MOJIOAOTO YesIOBEeKa, TOXOKEro Ha MaJIbuMKa; OHA CIIBIIIAJA, YTO OH
ObLT OYeHb MOJIONON OpUIIep, KOTOPHIN HEIaBHO MpHeXas U3 AHIJINY.

JleBouka risyena Ha HIX 000MX, HO OoJiee MPUCTATIBHO IVIsifieNia Ha CBOIO MarTh.

Oma Bcerga 310 Jefana, KOraa TONbKO MPEACTaBIIsUICS ClIydail BUAETh €€, IOTOMY YTO MeM-
cand® — Mepu yacTo 3Bazna ee MIMEHHO TaK, a He MHa4e, — ObUla Takasl BHICOKAsl, CTPOMHAsI, KpacuBas
JlamMa ¥ HOCWJIA IIPeJIECTHBIE Hapsi/ibl. Y Hee ObUTH BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJTHUCTHIM INIEJTK, KPACHBBIN MajIeHb-
KHI HOC, IPE3PUTENILHO B3JIEPHYTHIN, 1 O0obINe cMeromuecs rasa. Onexia ee Bcerna Obuia ierkas
U pa3BeBaoIIasics 1, Kak Bblpaxanach Mepu, «I0JTHa KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpO Ha Helt ObLIO OOJbINIE KPYKEB, YeM BCEr/a, HO Ila3a ee He CMESUIMCh; OHU ObLIH
Takye OOJBIIME U UCITyTaHHbIE ¥ YMOJISIIONIE IVIS/IENH B JIUIIO MOJIOZIOTO OeIOKyporo oduriepa.
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— Heyxenu aeno tak mioxo? Heyxenn? — ycibiana Mepu ee Bonpoc.

— VixacHo! — IpoXaliyM rosocoM OTBETHJI MOJIOION YeJIoBeK. — Y:kKacHO, Muccuc JIeHHOKc!
BpI 1omKHBI OBUTH yeXaTh B TOPBI JIBE HEZIEI TOMY Ha3aJl.

Mewm-caun® crana JomMaTh pyKH.

— O, s13Ha10, UTO AOJIKHA ObLJTa CHIETIaTh 9TO! — BOCKJIMKHYJA OHA. — S 0cTanach TOIBKO AJIsI TOTO,
YTOOBI MOWTH Ha STOT IIyMbIi 3BaHbIi 00ex! Kak s Obuta royma!l

B 3Ty MHUHYTY M3 MOMeIIeHHs CIyr pa3jajicsl TAKOM TPOMKHUI BOIUIb, YTO OHA yXBaTHJIACh
3a pyKy MOJIOJOro 4esoBeka, a Mepu 3apoxkaa ¢ TOJIOBHI 10 HOT. Bomb craHoBuiics Bce Oornee
JIAKKM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3T0? — mIpoOIIenTaia Muccuc JIeHHOKC.

— Kro-T0 y™mep, — otBeTHII MOTOA0# 0putiep. — Bbl He rOBOpHIIH, YTO O0JIE3Hb MOSIBUTACH CPE/IU
BallNX CIIyT!

— ¢ He 3Hama! — BoCKJIMKHY/1a MeM-caun0. — O, moiaeMTe Co MHOM, TIOHIEMTe CO MHO¥ !

Omna noBepHyJIach M yoexaa B JIOM.

[Nocrne 3TOro HaCTYNUIIO HEYTO yX)acaroliee, 1 Mepu CTajo sSICHO, IIoYeMy 3TO YTPO ObLIO TaKoe
TaWHCTBEHHOE.

[NosiBunack xonepa B camoi Tshkesno hopMe, U JIOIU yMUPAU, Kak MyXu. A 3a0onena
HOYBIO, ¥ CJIyTY BOMUJIA B CBOMX XMXKHUHAX, TIOTOMY YTO OHA TOJIBKO UTO yMepia. Houblo ymepiu ere
TpOE CJIYT, a OCTaJIbHBIE B yXkace Oexanu. Bciomy mapuia maHuka, ¥ BO BceX OyHrayio ObUIA yMHUpa-
IolIMe.

Ha crnenytonmii 1eHb, BO BpeMsi TPEBOTH M CMsITeHHs, Mepu cripsTtajiach B JIETCKOH, U BCe
3a0bLM O Hell. HUKTO He ymaut o Hell, HUKOMY OHa He Obljla Hy)KHa, ¥ BOKPYT IIPOUCXOIMIIO HEUTO
CTpaHHOE, O YeM OHa He UMeJia IOHATHSL.

Yacel npoxoauiu, 1 Mepr NonepeMeHHO TO criasia, To 1iiakaia. OHa 3Haja TOIbKO, YTO JIOIH
XBOpAJIH, U CJbIIIAJa TAMHCTBEHHBIE U ITyTaBIIIMe €€ 3BYKH.

Pa3 ona mpokpasnach B CTOJOBYIO, KOTOpasi OKa3aiach MyCTOM, XOTsI Ha CTOJIE CTOSUT HEJOKOH-
YEeHHBII 00€/1; CTY/IbsI ¥ TAPEJIKM MMEJY TaKOH B, Kak OYTO X MOCHEIIHO OTOJBHHYIIM B CTOPOHY,
KOTJ1a JIOY M0 KAKOW-TO MPUYMHE BHE3AIHO MOJHSUIMCH M3-32 CTOJIA.

Mepu noena (ppyKTOB M Cyxapey U, YyBCTBYS CUJIbHYIO KaX[y, BHITAJIA CTOSBIIUI Ha CTOJNE
crakaH BuHa. OHO OBUIO CllaKoe, HO AEBOYKA He MOA03peBasia, YTo OHO O4eHb Kpemnkoe. Ee ckopo
HaYyaJo KJIOHWTh KO CHY, M OHA TOIUIA OOpaTHO B JETCKYIO M OISATh 3amepiach TaM, UCITyraHHas
KPUKaMHU, KOTOpbIe HECITUCh U3 XMKWH, ¥ 3ByKaMU TOPOIUIMBBIX 11aroB. BUHO HarHasio Ha Hee Takoi
COH, YTO IJ1a3a €€ 3aKPbUIFCh IOMUMO €€ BOJIM; OHA JIerJIa Ha MOCTeNb ¥ TOYHO NOTepsijla COHAHUE.

OdeHb MHOTOE MPOU3OILIO 32 Te JOJTHE Yachl, YTO OHA Craja TAKUM TSKEIbIM CHOM, U ee
He pa30yaruTl HU BOIUTH, HU IIIyM B OYHTaJIO, T/Ie YTO-TO BHOCHJIM Y BBIHOCHUIH.

Korga ona mpocHynach, TO Mpogoykaia Jiexarh HEMOABHKHO, IPUCTAIIBHO TSI HA CTEHY.
B nome ObLia mosHeHIasi TUIIMHA; OHA HEe TIOMHUJIA, YTOOBI KOTJa-TMO0 MPeX/ie B HEM [ApHJIO TAKOe
6e3mosBre. OHa He Cbllaga HU TOJIOCOB, HU IIAaroB M Jymajia O TOM, BCe JIM YK€ BBI3ZOPOBEU
OT XOJIepHI U MpoIILIa 1 6esa.

Jymana oHa ¥ 0 TOM, KTO Tenepb OyJeT yXaXuBaTh 3a HElo, Be/lb ee aild ymepna! BeposiTHO,
OyneTt HoBasl aiid, ¥ OHa, OBITh MOXKET, OyJET paccKa3blBaTh HOBbIE CKA3KU; CTApble CKa3KH yXke J0CTa-
TOYHO Hajzoenu Mepu.

OHa He IaKaia o ToM, 4To ymeprna ee HsaHbka. OHa He ObUIa JIIOAIIMM peOSHKOM U HUKOT/IA
HU K KOMY He ObUIa OCOOEHHO MpUBs3aHA.

[Iym, GeroTHsI, BOILJIM IO yMEPIIIKAM OT XOJIEPBI — BCE 9TO HCIYTAJIO €€, U, KpOMe TOro, OHa OblIa
OYeHb CEepAMTa, MOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCIIOMHMJ, YTO OHA XMBa. Bce Tak oOe3ymernu OT yxkaca,
YTO HUKTO HE MOAYyMas O JeBOUYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He JIIOOMII.
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Korma som 3aboneBaiv Xonepor, OHU, Ka3aaoch, He MOIJIM AyMaTh HA O KOM, KpoMme ceOs
camux. Ho ecii Bce onsiTh BBI3AOPOBEIH, TO, KOHEUHO, KTO-HUOY/Ib JOJDKEH ObUT BCIOMHUTD O Hel
U OTBICKATh €€.

Ho HuKkTO He mpuxoaus, U OHa Bce Jiexkana U kJajda, u B JIoOMe, Ka3aJloCh, CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE
tuiie u tuiie. OHa ycliblajia Kakoi-To MOPOX Ha IMHOBKE U KOTJA B3IVIsSIHY/IAa HA T0J1, TO YBUAEA
MaJIeHbKYIO 3MEHKY, CKOJIb3UBIIYIO TIO MOJTY U IISIIEBIIYIO HA HEe MOXOKMMU Ha AParolieHHble KaMHU
IJIa3aMU.

Mepu He uctyraiach: 310 ObUTO O€3BpeJHOE MaJIEHbKOE CYIIIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYETO HEe MOIJIO
el cienath. 3MelKa, Ka3ajloch, TOPOIUIIACh BHIOPAThCs M3 KOMHATHI, 1 Mepu Bujie/a, Kak OHa CKOJIb3-
HYJIa TOJT IBEPb.

— Kak crpanHo u tHx0! — cka3zana Mepu. — Kak Oyaro B joMe HUKOTO HET, KpOMe MeHs Jia
3MEUKHU.

[Tourtu B Ty ke MUHYTY OHa yCJIbIXaJia IIard B Cajy, a IOTOM Ha BepaHje. ITO ObUIM MYKCKUE
IIIaT¥: MYKYMHBI BOIILIA B JIOM M O YeM-TO THXO 3aroBOprJ. HUKTO He BBIIIE UM HABCTPEUY, HUKTO
HE 3arOBOPUJI C HUMM; OHH, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTKPBIBAJIU IBEPH U 3aTJIsIIbIBAJI B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe omycrorieHue! — ckaszain ofuH rojoc. — M 3ta kpacuBasi *eHIMHA. .. J1a U peOSHOK,
s qymaio, Toxke! §1 cipliimat, yTo ObUT peOEeHOK, XOTsI €r0 HUKTO HUKOT/IA He BUJIE.

Kora oHM HECKOIBKO MUHYT CITYCTsI OTKPBUIH JBEPb, MepH CTOsIa MOCPEn ISTCKOM, HeKpa-
CHMBasi W 3J1asi, HAXMypPHB OpPOBH, TIOTOMY 4TO ObUJIa TOJIOTHA, ¥ YyBCTBOBaJIa Ce0s1 KAK-TO MO30PHO
3a0pOIIIEHHOM.

I[epBblii YesioBeK, BOIIEAIIANA B KOMHATY, ObLT BBICOKHUI o(uiiep, KOToporo Mepu omHax bl
BHUJIENIa Y CBOETO OTIA. Y Hero ObUT yCTaJIbIi ¥ 03a00UYCHHBIN BUI, HO, KOTJa OH YBHJIEJ €€, OH ObLT
TaK MOpakeH, YTO YyTh HE OTCKOYMJI Ha3aJl.

10
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— Bapmeii! — kpukHyn oH. — 3z1ech pedeHok ! Pedenok, onun! B Takom mecte! Boxe Mo, 1a KTo
OHa Takas?

— 51 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — 4OMOPHO CKa3ajia AeBOYKa, BBIIPAMIISSACH BO BECh pOCT. UeloBeK 3TOT
MOKA3aJICSl € OUeHb TPYObIM, TIOTOMY YTO HA3BaJI JIOM €e OTIa «TaKMM MeCTOM». — ] ycHyrna, Korjia
Bce ObUTH OOJIBHBI XOJIEPOM, U TOJIBKO UTO MPOCHYNACh. OTYEro HUKTO HE MPUXOIUT?

— 9710 TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPOro HMUKTO HUKOTAA He BUE/! — BOCKJIMKHYJ oduliep, odpariasach
K cBOeMy cryTHHKY. — O Hell Ha caMoM Jiefie Bce 3a0buin !

— [Nouemy 060 mHe 3a0bLTH? — cripocuiia Mepw, Tornast Horoi. — [ToueMy HUKTO He TTPUXOIUT?

Mortozioii yenoBek, KOToporo 3Banu bapHel, rpycTHO MocMOTpen Ha Hee. Mepu J1axe nokasa-
JIOCh, YTO OH MUTHYJT I71a3aMH, TOYHO CMaxHBas cje3y.

— Bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — HekoMy MpHUATH: HUKOTO HEe OCTaJIOCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM M HEOKHJIAaHHBIM 0O0pa3oM MepH y3Haia, 4To y Hee He OCTaJIOCh HU OTIIA,
HU MaTepy, YTO OHU YMepJu ¥ ObUTA YBE3eHBI HOUBIO U UTO T€ Ty3eMHbIe CITyTH, KOTOPbIE OCTATUChH
B JKUBBIX, ITOCTIEIIHO TIOKUHYJIA JOM M HUKTO M3 HUX Jake He BCIIOMHUJI, YTO Y HUX ObLJIa MUCCH-
cau6. [ToaTromy-T0 B ToMe OBUIO TaKk THIXO; B HEM JICHCTBUTEILHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe He ObLIO, KpoMe
camoii Mepu J1a MaJIeHbKOU 3MEUKHU.

11
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I'masa Il

Mepu nmoOvia U31aIu IJIsIeTh Ha CBOIO MaTh U CUMTANA €€ OYeHb KPACHUBOM; HO TaK KaK OHa
OUYEeHb MaJIO 3HAJIA €e, TO eBa JIM MOXHO OBUIO OKHMaTh, YTO OHA OYyIEeT TOCKOBAaTh MO HEH, Koraa
ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HUYYTH HE TOCKOBAJIA MO HEHM M TaK Kak Bcerga Obula yriryOsneHa B camoe cedsi, TO ee
TIOMBICJTHL U TeTepb, Kak OOBIKHOBEHHO, ObUIM COCpEeOTOUeHHbl Ha cebe camoil. Byap oHa crapie,
OHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OYeHb OECIIOKOMJIACh TIPU MBICIIH, YTO OCTAJIACh COBCEM OJIHA Ha CBETE, HO OHA eIlle
ObL1a OUYeHb MaJla, ¥ TaK KaK O Hell Bcerna 3a00TUIIHCh, TO TTpeTionaraia, 9Yro 3To Beerga OyleT Tak.

JlymMasia oHa TOJIBKO O TOM, TOTIAJIET JIM OHA K XOPOIIUM JIIO/ISIM, KOTOpbIe OyayT ¢ Hell oOpa-
IaThCsl BEKJIMBO M BO BCEM YCTYMAaTh €M1, KaK 3TO JieNaja ee aild U Jpyrue Ty3eMHbIe CITyKaHKU.

Mepwu 3Hana, YTO HE OCTAHETCS HABCErAa B JOME aHIVIMHCKOIO CBAILICHHUKA, KyJa €e B3sUld
B mepBoe BpeMs. Eii He X0OTesoch ocTaBaThCsl TaM. AHIJIMACKUN CBSAIIEHHUK ObLT OefieH, M 'y Hero
ObLIO IATEPO JeTel, Yy Th JIM He OHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIE XOIMIIH B JIOXMOTbSIX, BCET/Ia CCOPUJIUCH U Tac-
KaJIM UTPYIIKU APYr y apyra. Mepu HeHaBujesla UX HEONPSTHBHIM JIOM U TaK JypHO oOparianach
C HUMH, 4TO 4Yepe3 ABa JHS HUKTO He XOTeJl UrPaTh C Helo.

— TebOst oTONLTIOT JOMOW Yepe3 Henelmo, — CKa3ajl el OqHaXIbl bas3wiib, MaJIbuuK MacTopa,
C IEP3KMMH rOJTyOBIMH I1a3aMH U B3IEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOporo Mepu HeHaBuie1a. — Mbl Bce OYeHb
pabl 3TOMY.

— U g Toxe panga, — otBeTrsa Mepu. — A e 3TO TaKoe «JIOMOii» ?

— OHa He 3HaerT, rjge 3T0? — MPe3pUTESbHO CKazal ceMuieTHuil basuib. — D10, KOHEYHO,
Anrnmms. Hama 6a0y1ika )KuBeT TaM, U B TIPOIILIOM TOj1y Ty/a IMociaiy cectpy MaGeis. A Th Hoeenb
He K Oalyiike; y TeOs1 ee HeT. Thl oenentb K CBOeMy Jsife; ero 30ByT Muctep Apundanba KpaseH.

— $1 HMKOr/Ia PO HEero He cibIxalia, — OrpbI3HYJIach Mepu.

— 41 3Hal0, YTO HE CJIbIXaJa, — OTBETHJI BasuJib, — Thl HUUEro He 3Haellb. JIeBOYKi OOBIKHOBEHHO
HUYEro He 3HAIOT. S CIIbIIa, Kak marna ¥ MaMa roBOpuyIH po Hero. OH )KUBET B TPOMaJHOM 3a0po-
IIIEHHOM CTapoM JIOMe B JIepeBHE, M HUKTO K HeMy He XonuT. OH TaKOU CepAUTHIIA, YTO HUKOTO K cede
HE ITyCKaeT, a ecJiv Obl U IyCTUJI, TO HUKTO OBl He mpuines. OH ropOyH M CTpPAIlTHBINA-CTPAITHBIA.

13
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— 41 TeGe He BepIo, — ckazana Mepu, OTBEPHYBIIMCH OT HETO 1 3aThIKas YIIN MaJIBIIAMH, TIOTOMY
YTO He XOTesa OOJIbIIe CIYIIATh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku o4eH» MHOTO iyMasia 00 3ToM; a korga muccuc Kpoydopa B TOT ke Beuep cka-
3aJ1a €M, YTO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEl OHa MoeleT B AHIVIMIO K CBoeMy Asijie, Muctepy KpaseHy, koto-
pbiii kU1 B MuccenbTyauT-MaHope, y Hee ObUT TaKOW YIPsIMO-PaBHOLYIIHBIA, TOYHO OKAMEHEITBIH
BUJI, I09TOMY OHM HE 3HAJIY, YTO O Hell U nogymars. OHU MBITAIUCH TPUIACKATh €€, HO OHA OTBEp-
Hynach, Koraa muccuc Kpoydopa xortena nonenoBarh €e, 1 YOIMOPHO BBIIPSMUIIACH, KOIJa MUCTED
Kpoydopn norpenan ee no mieuy.

— OHa Tako¥ HeKpacHuBbIll peOEHOK, — CKazasia rocjie 3toro muccuc Kpoydopa ronom coxare-
HUSA. — A MaTh ee Oblta Tak KpacuBa! VI MaHepsl y Hee ObUTM Takue MUJIble, a Mepu caMblil HeNpu-
SITHBIA PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTO s KOTJa-Iu00 BHUIEIA.

— BrITh MOXeT, ecii Obl €e MaTh Movaire MosIBJIsIACh B IETCKOM, CO CBOMM KPACHBBIM JIUIIOM
¥ MWIBIMHA MaHepaMu, Mepu Toke MOrJ1a Obl IepeHsITh 3TH MaHephl. [ pycTHO Tereph BCIIOMUHATD,
Korjga OefHast KpacaBHlia yKe yMeplia, O4eHb MHOTHE BOBCE HE 3HAJIM, UTO y Hee ObLT peOeHOK !

— OHa, KaxeTcsl, HUKOIJ]a He B3IJIsIHYJIa Ha Hee, — B310xHyJ1a muccuc Kpoydopn. — Koraa ee
aif? ymepra, HUKTO ¥ He BCIOMHMJI O Kporiike. [Tomymait ToJbKO: Bce CIyr pa30eskasich M OCTABIIIH
ee omHy B myctoM aome. [lonkoBHUK Mak-I'pio roBopui MHe, 9TO ObLT MOpPaXeH, KOIJia OTBOPHUI
JBEPb U YBUJEJI €€ COBEPLIEHHO OJHY MOCPEI KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems monroro nepeesna B AHIMi0 Mepy Haxoawiach Mof MPUCMOTPOM KEHBI OIHOTO
oduriepa, KOTOpas Be3Ja TyJla CBOMX JIeTeld, YTOObI TOMECTHUTh UX B TaHCHMOH. OHa OblJIa OYeHb 3aHATA
COOCTBEHHBIMHM JIETBMHU U OUEHb PaJOBAIACh, KOrja ciana Mepu KeHIuHe, KoTopylo muctep Kpasen
BbICcJa)1 B JIOHJOH BCTPETUTD €€.

JKeHmuHa 3Ta CITykuia SKOHOMKOW B MuccenbTyauT-MaHope, U 3Bajiu ee Muccuc Meiok.
Ona ObL1a OUYeHb MONHAS, C PYMSIHBIMU [IEKaMH 1 30pPKUMH YePHBIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

Ona oueHb He MOHpaBWIACh MepH; HO Tak Kak Mepu penko KTo-Iu00 HpaBUJICS, TO B STOM
He OBUIO HUYEro yAWBUTEIBHOTO; KPOME TOro, ObIJIO OYEBUIHO, YTO MUCCUC MEJIOK TOXe HEBBICO-
KOTO MHEHHUS O JIEBOUKE.
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—DKas OHa HeKpacuBasi! — cKa3asia OHa. — A Mbl BeJIb CJIBIIIAJIH, YTO €€ MaTh OblIa KpacaBHIIa.
OHa, Kak BUJTHO, KPaCOTHI-TO €l B HACJIEJICTBO HE OCTAaBWJIA, HE TaK Jin?

— OHa, ObITh MOXKET, IEPEMEHUTCS, KOT/1a MOIPACTET, — JOOPOAYIIIHO CKa3aia skeHa oduriepa. —
Ecnm Obl oHa He OblTa Takas KenTas M BhIpaKeHUe JUIa ee OblIo Obl TIOJIACKOBEH. A 4YepThl JIMIa
y Hee xopotuue. [letn Beib Tak MeHsoTcs !

— Ei1 npusercs u3MeHUTbhCS BO MHOTOM, — OTBETUJIa Muccuc Meuiok. — A B MuccenbryaiTe
HET HUYEro TaKOro, YTO MOIJIO Obl M3MEHUTh peOeHKa K JTydIlieMy, €CJTU Bbl CIPOCUTE MeHs !

O6e onu tymanu, 4to Mepu He Ciylniaer, IOTOMY YTO OHa CTOsUIa HECKOJIBKO MO0AaNb, Y OKHA
OTeJIsl, T/Ie OHM OCTaHOBMIIMCh. OHA cMOTpesa Ha TPOXOXKHUX, HA MPOe3KaBIIMe OMHUOYCH U KI0ObI,
HO CJIBIIIANA BECh Pa3roBOP; B HEM MPOCHYJIOCH JIOOOIBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEHHIO K JISII€ ¥ €T0 KUJIHUIILY.
Uro 310 OBUT 32 IOM 1 Ha YTO OH ObLT 1Moxok ? Yto Takoe ropoyH? OHa HUKOTAA HEe BUala rOpOyHa;
OBbITh MOXeT, uX B VIHI1M BOBCe He OBLIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa cTaJla XHTh B UyXKUX JOMax U y Hee He ObUIO aild, OHa CTajla YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 OMMHOKOM, ¥ B TOJIOBY €M MPUXOJWIM CTPaHHbIE, COBEPILICHHO HOBBIE JIJIS1 HE€ MBICITH.

Ona nymMana o ToM, IoYeMy 3TO OHA BCerja ObUla «HUYbsI», JIaXe KOrja ee oTel] U MaTh ObUTH
KUBBL. [lpyrvie neTu «mpuHaAIekann» CBOMM OTIIaM M MaTepsiM, OHa ke, Ka3aJloch, ObUIa BCEM
yykasi. Y Hee ObLIM CITyTH, OblIa MUINA M OJEk/1a, HO HUKOMY He ObLIo 10 Hee aena. OHa He 3Haua,
YTO MPUYMHON ITOrO OBLJIO TO, YTO OHA — OUEHb HETPUATHBIN peOEHOK; caMo COOOM pasymeeTcs,
YTO OHA HE 3HaJia, Kakas OHa HenpusTHas. OHa 4acTo HaXOAWJa, YTO JAPYTUe JIIOAU OYeHb HelpH-
SITHBI, HO HE TIO03peBaJja, YTO OHAa caMa TaKoBa.

Ona curTasia Muccrc Meiyiok caMoil HeMPUSATHON 0CcO00M, KOTOPYIO KOraa-roo BUIENa, C ee
rpyOBIM PYMSIHBIM JIMIIOM M O€3BKYCHOW BBIYYpHOI HuIsAnon. Ha cnenyommuii 1eHs, Korja oHu yes-
xami B Mopkumap, Mepy 1mia 110 11athopMe K BaroHy ¢ BHICOKO TIOIHATOM TOIOBO, CTapasach aep-
XKaTbCsl KaK MOXKHO JaJIbIlIe OT Hee, Kak OyITO COBCEM He «IpUHayIexana» eil. OHa Obl OueHb pac-
CepauiIach, ecm Obl y3HaJa, YTO JIIOAU MPUHUMAIOT ee 3a J10Ub MUCCUC MeoK.

Ho muccuc Meyiok odeHs Majio oOpainaia BHUMaHUS M Ha camoe Mepu, ¥ Ha TO, YTO OHa
aymana. Eif BoBce He XoTenoch exath B JIOHAOH, Kak pa3 Korga Obula cBaabOa ee TUIeMSHHUIID,
HO y Hee ObLJ10 yI0OHOE, BHITOJHOE MECTO 9KOHOMKH B MUccenbTya1T-MaHope, 1 yaep:KaTh 3TO MECTO
3a coOOI OHa MOTJIa TOJBKO Jefast To, yto Muctep Kpasen nmpukassiBasi. OHa He cMesia J1axe 3aja-
BaTh BOITPOCOB.

— Kannran JIeHHOKC 1 ero skeHa yMepiH OT XOJIephl, — cKazan ei Mmuctep KpaseH cBorm xomnop-
HBIM JIAKOHUYECKUM TOHOM. — KaruTan JleHHOKC ObT OpaToM MOeii keHbl, ¥ 51 ONIEKYH €ro JI04YepH.
JleBOUKy npuBe3yT clofa. Bel 10/KHBI Toexarb B JIOHAOH U caMu IIPUBE3TH €e.

W oHa ynoxwna cBoi HEOOBIIION YeMOJAH U OTITPABIIIACH B MY Th.

Mepu cujena B yrily BaroHa, HeKpacuBasi, ¢ Kallpu3HbIM BelpaxeHueM juna. Eil Hedero Obu10
YHTAaTh, HE HA YTO OBUIO CMOTPETh, U OHA CHJIeNIA, CJIOKUB Ha KOJIEHSIX CBOM MaJIeHbKHE PYKH B YEPHBIX
niepuarkax. biarogapst 4epHOMYy IJ1aThI0 OHA Ka3aJ1ach ellle KeJITee, YeM BCer/ia, v ee PeIKKe CBeTIIbie
BOJIOCBHI TOPYAJIM U3-T10/] YEPHOM KPETOBOM IIIAIKH.

«Hwukorza B )Ku3HM He BUbIBaJa peOSHKA ¢ TAKUM KarpU3HBIM BUIOM», — TIOIyMajla MUCCHUC
Mennok. OHa HUKOrIa He BHea peOeHKa, KOTOPBIM cuje Obl TaK HEMOIBHKHO, HUYETo He Jesasl.
Hakoner eit Hayioeno cMoTpeTh Ha MepH, 1 OHa 3aroBOpria OBICTPO U PE3KO.

— ITo-moemy, Hasto TeOe pacckas3arh KOe-4To O TOM, Ky/a Thl e[elllb, — CKa3ala OHA. — 3Haelllb
ThI YTO-HUOYIb O CBOEM Jsifie?

— Her, - ckazana Mepu.

— TbI HUKOTAA HE CIBIIIAIA, YTO TBOM POAUTENIN TOBOPHIIM O HEM?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu, HaxmypuBIIKch. OHa HAXMYPUJIACh IOTOMY, YTO BCIIOMHIJIA, UTO €€
OTell ¥ MaTh HUKOIZIA HE TOBOPWJIM C HEll 0 4eM-HUOYIb OMpeNeseHHOM M HUKOTAA HU O YeM e
HE paccKa3bIBAJIH.
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—I'M... T™M... — mpoBopuasia Mrccuc MeasioK, IPUCTATIBHO IS/l HA CTPaHHOEe OeccTpacTHOE
muuKo. OHa HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ MOJT4ajia, HO IOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOpHIIA:

— Hano Te6e Bce-Taku Koe-4To pacckas3arh, 4TOObI TeOst MOATOTOBUTD. ThI e/Ielb B OUeHb CTpaH-
HOE MECTO.

Mepu HuYero He ckaszania, U ee sIBHOE paBHOMLYIIME HECKOJBbKO 033Jauylyio MUccuc Meiok,
HO, IIEPE/IOXHYB, OHa CTajia MPOJOIKATh:

— Heuero cka3arp, momectbe rpoMagHOe, HO MpayHoe, U MucTep KpaBeH oueHb ropaurcs uMm. . .
no-ceoeMy. oM ObUT BBICTPOEH IIECTbCOT JIET TOMY Ha3aj, Ha Kpaio CTENd, ¥ B HEM IOYTH CTO
KOMHAT, XOTA OOJIBIIIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3allepPTHhI. A BHUX 1 KapTHUHLBI, 1 KpaCuBaAd CTapUHHAA MG6CJIB,
" BCAKHC JPYIyv€ BEIIU. .. U BCE 3TO CTOUT TaM LICJIBIC BEKA; BOKPYT' IOMaA FpOMaIIHbIﬁ Mnapk, 1 cajbl,
Y IePEeBbs1, BETBU KOTOPBIX JOCTAIOT A0 3eMId. — OHA OCTAHOBMJIACH U OTISITh B3JOXHYJIA. — A OOJIbIIe
HUYET0, — HEOKUJAaHHO 3aKOHYMJIA OHA.

Mepu HEBOJILHO Hauasla MPUCITYIIMBAThCSA. Bee 310 ObUIO Tak He moxoxe Ha MHImIo, a Bce
HOBOE Bcernga mnpusiekasio ee. Ho oHa He HamepeBanach MOKa3blBaTh, UYTO €€ 3TO MHTEPECYET.
370 ObUIA OJHA U3 €€ HECUYACTHBIX, HEPUSITHBIX MPUBbHIUEK.

Ona cuziena monya.

— Hy, urto Tb1 gymaen» 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIPOCHIIa MUCCHC MeIoK.

— Huyero, — orBeTniia OHa. — $l HUYEro He 3Halo PO TAKUE MECTa.

370 3acTaBUIIO MUCcCHC MeIOK paccMesATbCsl KOPOTKUM CMELIKOM.

— Jla THI IOXOXa HA CTapyXy, — CKa3ayia oHa. — Pa3Be TeOs 3TO He OECIOKOT?

— DT0 Bce paBHO, OECIIOKOUT WM HET, — OTBeTUsIa MepH.

— Hy 181, moxanyi, nmpasa, — ckazaja muccuc Meiok, — 3To Bce paBHO. [ToueMy MMeHHO TeOst
HAJO Jiepkarh B MuccenbTysiT-MaHope, 51 He 3Hal0, pa3Be TOJIBKO MIOTOMY, 4TO 3TO ylI0OHEee BCEro.
OH He OyzneT TOOOI OYeHb 3aHUMAThCS, ITO-TO BEPHO, OH HUKOTJa M HUKEM HE 3aHUMAEeTCS.

Omna BApYr OCTaHOBUJIACh, KaK OYITO BOBPEMsI BCIIOMHUB O Y€M-TO.

— Y Hero crnvHa KpuBasi, — cKazaja oHa. — ITO ero ucrnoptuino. OH ObLT YIPIOMBIA YeTOBEK
M HE IIOJIb30BAJICSA HU CBOMMMUM ACHbI'aMU, HU CBOUM IIOMECTBEM, IIOKA HE KXCHUJICA.
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Barsag Mepu ocTaHOBUJICS HA HEl, HECMOTPsI Ha BCe ee HaMepPEeHHsI He BBIKAa3bIBATh MHTEpeca.
Omna HUKOTJa HEe JyMaia, YTO ToOpOyH MOXKET JKeHUThCs, ¥ ObllIa HECKOJIBKO ynuBiieHa. Muccrc Mej-
JIOK 3aMeTHJIa 3TO, M TaK KaK OHa Oblla OUeHb OOJNTIIMBA, TO MPOJOIIKATIA ¢ OONBIIM OXKHMBJICHAEM.
Bo BcsikoM cityyae, 310 ObUT CIIOCOO yOUTh BpeMsl.

— Ona OblTa Takast MuJIasi, KpacuBasi, 1 OH TOTOB ObLJT OOOWTH BCIO 3€MJTIO, YTOOBI TOCTATh el
naxe OBUTMHKY, KOTOPYIO el X0Teslock. .. Koria oHa ymepra. . .

Mepu HEBOJIBHO B3APOTHYJIA.

— O, Tak oHa ymepsia! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA MOYTH MPOTUB BOM. OHA TOJIBKO YTO BCIIOMHUIIA,
YTO KOTIJ]a-TO YMTajIa (PPaHITy3CKYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW FOBOPHIIOCH O OeTHOM ropOyHe M IpeK pacHOM
MIPUHIIECCE, U eH BIPYT CTaJIo kajib Muctepa KpaBeHa.

— Ja, oHa ymeprna, — oTBeTHJIa MHcCHC MeUIOK, — U ¢ TeX IMOp OH CTaj eme Oojiee CTpaH-
HeIM. OH HUKeM He uHTepecyetcs. OH He XoueT BUeTh mofei. OH 1Mo OoJbIIel YacTh B pa3be3/iax,
a Korjga oH B MucceNbTy3MTe, TO 3arpaeTcs B 3arnaaHoM ¢uiuresie ¥ He TycKaeT K ceOe HMKOro,
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kpome [Tuuepa. [Tnvep yxe cTapuk, HO OH XOIWJI 32 HUM, KOTJ]a OH ObUI e1lie peOEHKOM, 1 3HaeT BCe
€ro MPUBBIYKH.

Bce 310 0oueHb TOXOXke OBUIO HAa paccKa3 M3 KHWKKH U He OCOOeHHO obompuiio Mepwu.
JIoM ¢ COTHe KOMHAT, JBepU KOTOPBIX 3alepThl, JIOM Ha Kpaw CTEMH — YTO Obl 3TO HU 3HAYMIIO,
BO BCEM 3TOM ObLJIO UTO-TO MpavHoe. M 4esoBeK ¢ KpHBOU CIIMHOM, KOTOPBIN TOXE 3arupaeTcs!

Mepu risiena B OKHO, Kperko cxkaB ryobl. Eil kazanock B OpsiaKe Bele, 4To BAPYT XJIbIHYJIH
KOChIE Cepble MOTOKH JIOK/Is], YAapsisi B OKOHHBIE CTEKJIA M CTeKasi 1o HUM. .. Eciii Obl KpacuBasi keHa
muctepa KpaBena Obla x1Ba, oHa Moriia Obl O)KMBUTh MPAYHBIH JIOM, KaK €e MaTh: OHa Oerasa Obl
TyJla U CIof1a, e3/1ij1a Obl B TOCTH, KaK OHa, B TUIaThsIX ¢ KpyxkeBamu. Ho ee yxe Oosbiiie He ObLIO.

— Tsl He gymaii, uto yBuaMiib Muctepa KpaseHa, — ckazana muccuc Measiok, — J1ecsiTh IIaH-
COB IIPOTHB OJJHOTO, YTO HE YBUIMIIb. M He qymaii, 4To KTO-HUOYIb B JIOME CTaHET C TOOOH BeCTH
pasroBopsbl. Thl fo/KHA Oyaenib urpath U cama cedst 3aHMMath. Tebe CKakyT, B Kakue KOMHATHI Te0e
MOXHO XOIIUTh M B KaKue HeJib3sl. .. CajIoB 3/1ech IOBOJILHO, HO KOT/Ia ThI OY/IeIIIb B JIOME, He IIATalCs
1 He 3arysapiBaii noscoay. Muctep KpaseH 3toro He JoOuUT.

— 51 m He 3ax04y WITHU 3arjIs/IbIBaTh TOBCIOMY, — KKCIIO CKazana Mepu, U Tak ke BHE3aIHo,
KaK B HeW MOsIBUIIACH KAJIOCTh K MUCTepy KpaBeHy, jKalocTh 3Ta Mcuessia; OHa MojiyMaia, 4To Takor
HETIPUATHBIN YeJIOBEK 3aCITyKHUBAET BCErO TOTO, YTO C HUM CITYUHJIOCH.

Ona o0epHyIach JIMIIOM K MOKPBIM OKHAM U CTaJla CMOTPETh Ha Cepble TIOTOKH JOXKAs, KOTO-
PBI¥, Ka3aJIOCh, HUKOTA HE MOT TIepecTaTh; CMOTpeJia OHa TaK JJOJITO U MPUCTATBHO, YTO CEPBIH IIBET
CTaJI CTYIIAThLCS Mpe]] e IIa3aMu; U OHAa CKOPO YCHYJIA.
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I'nmasa 111

Oma cnana J10/1ro ¥ Korja npocHyJjack, MUccUc MesIok KyIuila Ha OHOM CTaHLIMU KOP3UHKY
C 3aKyCKOM, ¥ OHM TIO€JIM XOJIOOHOTO Msica, Xjieba ¢ MacjoM M HAIMJIMCh Topstyero vao. Joxap crai
elle CHIbHee, M Ha CTAaHLIMK BCE XOIMIA B MOKPBIX OJIECTSIIMX HEMPOMOKaeMbIX uianiax. Kongykrop
3a)er B BaroHe JIaMITbl, 1 MUCCHC MeIJIOK OYeHb OKHMBMIIACh OJaroziapsi yaio u 3akycke. Ema oHa
OYeHb MHOI'O M MOTOM cama TOXe YCHysa; a Mepu cuiena, cMOTpesa, Kak Huisna muccuc Measiok
clBUrajach HaOOK, MOKa OMATh HE YCHYJIA B YIUIy BaroHa, yOaloKaHHasi CTYKOM JIOK/Is1 B OKHO.

Korzaa ona npocHysach, ObL10 yike J0BOJIBHO TeMHO. [loe3s crosint y craHimu, 1 Muccuc Meuiok
BCTpsIXMBAJIa €e.

— U ycHyna xe Thl! — ckazana oHa. — [Topa oTKpeITh M1a3a. 1o craHuus TysiT, U Ham elue
JOJITO TIPUIETCS €XaTh Ha JIOoIasX.

Mepu BcTana, crapasich IepaTh I7la3a OTKPBHITBIMH, TIOKa MUCCHC Meiok codmnpaia CBOM
cBepTKU. [leBouKa He BbI3BaJlach IOMOYb €i, IOTOMY 4TO B VIHAMYM Ty3eMHBIE CIIyI'Y BCeriaa Mojbl-
MaJId ¥ HOCUJIA BCE, U CUMTAJIOCh BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM, YTOOBI O/IHU JIIOAY ITPUCITYKUBAU APYTUM.

CraHuus Obl1a MajieHbKasi, M, KpOMe HMX, Ha Heill HUKTO He BbIlIEN U3 BaroHa. Bosie miar-
(opmpbl cTosin sxkunax, 1 Mepu cpasy yBHIENa, YTO SKUMAX ObLT LIEroleBaThlil; TAKOH e IIerose-
BaThIi Jlakel noacaani ee. Korna oH 3axJI0nHYI ABEpPLLY, BCKOYMJI Ha KO3JIBI PSIIOM € Ky4epOM M OHU
TPOHYJIMCh, MepH OuyTH/Iach B YIOTHOM YIJIy SKMIaxka ¢ MSTKOW OOMBKOM, HO CIIaTh €l y& Ooblie
HE XOTeJIOCh.

Oma cupaena u ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTpEJia B OKHO: €i OYeHb XOTEIOCh YBUIETh YTO-HUOYIb
Ha Jopore, O KOTOPOW ee BE3JIM B 9TO CTPAaHHOE MECTO, O KaKoM el ToBopuiia Muccuc MeJiok.
Omna He ObU1a POOKOH OT MPUPOABI U TETIEPh HE OCOOSHHO MyTalach... HO MaJIo JIX YTO MOXKET CITy-
YUTBCS B IOME C COTHEH KOMHAT, KOTOpPbIE ITOYTHU BCE 3alepThl, B JOME, CTOSAIIEM Ha Kpalo cTenu?

— Yro Takoe crenb? — BHE3AIHO CIIPOCKJIA OHA MUCCHC MeJIoK.

— A THI BBIIVISIHM B OKHO MUHYT 4epe3 AeCATbh U TOrJa YBUIMILb, — OTBeTHIA Ta. — Ham erme
NPUIETCS MpoeXaTh MATh MUJIb, TIPEKIEC YeM MbI JoOepeMcs 10 JoMa. MHOro Teneph He YBUIHIIIb,
MOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHasl, HO YTO-HUOY/b BCE-TaKH MOKHO Pa3IIsi/IeTh.

Mepu He 3amaBasa OoJblIE HUKAKUX BOMPOCOB, a CUAENA U KJajJa B CBOEM TEMHOM YIJIy,
YCTPEMHB I71a3a Ha OKHO. POHapy KapeTsl Opocay JTyyr cBeTa Ha HEOOJIBIIOE PaCCTOSTHHE BIEPE. . .
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" nepen Mepn MEJIbKAJIM BUJbI JOPOTU. KOF)IEI OHH BbICXaJIM CO CTAHIUH, TO IMMPOCXAJIM KPOXOTHYIO
nepeBeHbKy, 1 Mepu Bujiesia BHIOETIEHHbIE KOTTEKU 1 (POHAPU TaBEPHBI.

[Torom oHM poexa MUMO LIEPKBY U JOMa CBSIIIEHHUKA, IPOeXaIi MUMO OCBEIIIEHHOTO OKHA
JJaBKH, e 6LIJII/I BBICTABJICHBI JIA MTPOAAXKH UI'PYIIKH, CJIACTH U €IIE KOC-KAKUE TOBAPbI, © HAKOHCIT
BbIEXAJIM HAa MIPOE3KYIO 10pory, rae Mepu Bujena ToiabKo AepeBbs U usroponu. Ilocne storo ouennb
J0JTOe BpeMsi HUYEro Jpyroro He ObUIO BUIHO.

Hakonen omaay nomm MeiieHHee, TOYHO MOABIMAsCh B FOPY, M CKOPO UCUE3NH AaKe JAepe-
BbSl M M3ropod. Mepu HHWYEro He MOIJIA BHJETh, TaK KaK BOKPYT ObUla HEMpOHUIIAeMasl ThMa.
OHa HaKJIOHWIACh BHepe]l U MPUXKAJIACh JIMIIOM K OKHY, KaK BIPYT KapeTy CHJIbHO TPSIXHYIIO.

— Bort Teneppb MBI B cTemnu, — ckazasia Muccrc Meaiok. @oHapy KapeTbl Opocaiv KeaThIid CBET
Ha HEPOBHYIO IOPOT'Y, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJocCh, poJieraia MeKay KyCTOB U HU3KUX PACTEHUM, YXOAUBIIINX
KyZ1a-TO B HEOOBSITHOE TEMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, OKpYXaBIllee UX co Bcex cTopoH. [logpimarcs Betep,
B JMKOM BO€ KOTOPOT'O CJIBIIIAJIUCH CTPAHHBIE HU3KUE IIeJIeCTSIIIE 3BYKH.
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—T0... 310 Besib He Mope? — ckazayia Mepu, 00epHYBIIMCh U TSI/ HA CBOIO CITyTHHILY.

— Her, He mope, — orBeTHIIa MUCCUC MENITIOK, — Y 3TO HE 10JIA U HE TOPBI, a IIPOCTO LIEJIbIE MUY
JMKOM 3€MJIM, HA KOTOPOW HUYETrO HE PacTeT, KPOME BEPECKA, IPOKA U TEPHOBHUKA, U TAE€ BOLATCSA
TOJIBKO JIMKUE IOHU 1A OBLIBIL.

— A MHe KaxeTcs, 4To 3TO ObLJIO Obl MOXOKE Ha MOpe, eciu O 37ech Obl1a BoAa, — CKasaia
Mepu. — Bor teneps 310 IyMUT, TOYHO MOpE.

— D10 BETEP BOET B KyCTaxX, — cKasaa muccuc Mennok. — Ilo-moemy, 9T0 AUKOE, ITyCTBIHHOE
MECTO, XOTsl OHO MHOTUM HPABUTCsl, OCOOEHHO KOIJla BETET BEPECK.

Onu Bce exanu Boepe] B ITTyOOKOH ThbMe; JOX/Ab MepecTal, HO BeTep MPOAOIKall 3aBbIBATH
TaK JKe CTPaHHO, Kak rpexje. Jlopora 111a To B ropy, TO II0f FOpy, ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 KapeTa IIpoe3xala
10 HEOOJIBIIMM MOCTHKAM, N0 KOTOPBIMH OBICTPO U LITyMHO TEKJIa BOJA.
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Mepu Kazanoch, YTO STOMY MyTEIIECTBUIO He OyJeT KOHIIA; IIMPOKasi yrpiomasi CTelb Ipe-
CTaBJIsUIAaCh €d HMIMPOKUM MPOCTOPOM TEMHOIO OKeaHa, Yepe3 KOTOpBIl OHa Mpoe3kaya MO y3KOu
TIOJIOCKE 3EMJIN.

— MHe 310 He HpaBWTCS, — CKa3ajia OHa camou cebe. — MHe 310 He HpaBuTcs. — M oHa ere
Kperue CTUCHYJIa CBOM TOHKHUE T'yObI.

Jlomaay noxgeiManuch B ropy, korga Mepu BrepBble 3aMeTW/Ia CBET BJAAIM. 3aMeTusa ero
1 Muccuc MeJIoK U MPOTSIKHO, ¢ 00JIerYeHueM B3J0XHYJIA.

— 4 Tak pajga BUAETb, YTO TaM MEPLAET OTOHEK! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA OHA. — DTO CBET B OKHE CTO-
POXKKHU. M&I BO BCIKOM CJIy4dae MOJy4YuM 110 YallKe 4Yalo, TOJIBKO MMOAOXKAN YYyTOUYKY.

[puninock IeHCTBUTENBHO MOAOKIATh «IyTOUKY», KaK OHAa BBIPa3WJIach, IOTOMY YTO KOTJa
Kapera y)ke BbeXaJsa 3a orpajy napka, UM OCTaBajoCh €Ille MpoexaTh OKOJIO ABYX MWJb IO aJljee;
BETBU ACPEBLEB INOUYTH CXOOUIUCH HALL FOHOBOﬁ, U IIPUXOJUJIOCHh €XaTb TOYHO 1O JJIMHHBIM TEMHBIM
CBOJIOM.

I/I3-HO)I 9TOI'0 CBOJa OHU BbI€EXAJIX HA nymaﬁxy 1 OCTAaHOBHJIUCH ITPE OUCHb JJIMHHBIM, HO HU3-
KMM JIOMOM, TOCTPOEHHBIM BOKPYI BBIMOLIEHHOIO KaMHEM JjBOpa. Mepu cHayajga MOKa3ajioch,
4TO B OKHAX BOBCE HE OBLIO CB€Ta, HO, BbeII[H N3 Kape€Thbl, OHA YBUECIIA, YTO B OHHOﬁ KOMHATE B yI1y
BEPXHETO 9Ta’Ka BUAHEIICA TyCKJII)Iﬁ CBCET.

BxonmHast nBeps OblTa rpoMajHasi, cieIaHHas U3 MACCUBHBIX TYOOBBIX JOCOK CTPAHHOU (DOPMBHI,
¢ OOJIBLIIMMU 3KeJIe3HBIMH TBO3/ISIMU M CKpETUIEHHAs IIMPOKUMH ToJlocaMu skesie3a. OHa Bena B Irpo-
MaJIHyI0 MepeIHIoNn, KOTopasi Obljla OUYeHb TYCKJIO OCBEIeHa, 1 JIUIIA TIOPTPETOB HA CTEHaX 1 (PUTYPhI
B CTapUHHBIX JOcClexax Mpou3Beau Ha Mepu Takoe BIeyaTieHHEe, YTO €l He XOTEJOCh CMOTPETh
Ha HUX.

Korna oHa cTosina B 310l KOMHATe ¢ KAMEHHBIM M0JIOM, TO Ka3aJ1ach TaKOW MaJICHbKOW CTpaH-
HOH YepHOU (pUrypKoii M YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOs TOXkKE KaKOH-TO MaJIeHbKOUM CTPaHHOH 1 3a0pOIIIEHHON.

OxkoJ10 CITyry, OTBOPUBILIETO UM JIBEPb, CTOSLI €11e KaKOK-TO YOIOPHBINA CTapUK.

— BBl 10/KHBI OTBECTH JEBOYKY B €€ KOMHATY, — CKa3aJl OH XPUIUIBIM T0oJ10coM. — OH He Xo4er
ee BuaeTb. OH yTpoM ye3zxaeT B JIOHJOH.

— Ouenp xopomo, mucrep Iluuep, — orBeTmiia Muccuc Mejiok, — €ciM s TOJIBKO 3Halo,
YTO OT MeHsI TpeOyeTcsl, TO 51 YK CyMelo BCE YCTPOUTb.

— Or Bac BoT uTO Tpedyercsi, Muccuc Measok, — ckazan muctep [Tuuep, — 4ToObI BB MOCTapa-
JIACH He OECITIOKOUTD €r0 1 YTOOBI OH HE BUACT TOro, 4€ro HeE KejaacT BUACTD.

ITocne storo Mepu JleHHOKC IOBeIM BBEPX MO HIMPOKOH JIECTHULIE, [TOTOM I10 IJTMHHOMY KOPH-
J0pY, OIATh BBEPX MO HEOOJIBIION JIECTHUIIE, ellle TI0 OAHOMY KOPUIOPY U eIl TI0 OIHOMY; TIOTOM
B CTCHC OTBOPWJIACh ABEPb, U Mepl/l O4YYyTHUJIaCb B KOMHATE, I/I€ TOIMMUJICA KaMWH U Ha CTOJIC OBLI Ipu-
TOTOBJICH YKWH.

— Hy, teneps koHer, — GecliepeMOHHO cKa3ajia Muccuc MeIJIoK, — 9Ta M COCEHsIsl KOMHATa
OTBeJieHbl TeOe; TYT Thl U I0JKHA cuaeTh. He 3a0biBaii TOrO!

Takum oOpazom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTysut-MaHop.
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I'maBa IV

VY1pom Mepu oTKpbUIa [J1a3a TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO B KOMHATy BOLLIA MOJIOJEHbKAs CITyKaHKa,
9TOOBl 3aTONMTh KaMUH. OHa CTOsIa Ha KOJIEHSX BO3JIe KaMMHA, C IIYMOM BbIrpe0ast M3 HEro
301y, 1 Mepu Jiexkana U cMOTpesia Ha Hee HECKOJIBKO CEKyH[, [IOTOM CTajla OCMaTpUBaTh KOMHATY.
OHa HUKOI/1a HE BU/iesla TAKOM KOMHATBI, KOTOpas MoKa3aJlach € O4eHb CTPaHHOW U MpauHOil. CTeHbl
OBLIN TIOKPBITH TKAHBIMU 000SIMH, Ha KOTOPBIX ObLII M300pakeH JiecHOM BH. Tam Obutn (paHTacTHde-
CKM pa30[eThie JIIOAY O] IEPEBbSIMH, a B OTAAJICHUN BUHEICh OalIHu 3aMKa. Tam OblJI OXOTHHKHY,
Iambl, cOOaKH, JIomIaau, 1 Mepy Ka3aioch, YTo OHa cama TOXe B JIeCy BMecTe ¢ HUMH. M3 rirybokoro
OKHa OHa MOIJIa BUJETh OOIIMPHOE OTJIOrOe MPOCTPAHCTBO 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOM BOBCE He OBLIO Jepe-
BbEB M KOTOPOE OYEHb MOXOAMIIO Ha O€3rpaHMYHOE TYCKJIO-ITyPITypHOE MOpe.

— Yro 3710 Takoe? — cpocuiia OHa, IMOKa3bIBasl MAJIBLIEM B OKHO.

MornozieHbKas ciyxaHka, MapTta, KoTopast TOJBbKO YTO IHOJHSIACh HA HOTH, TOCMOTpEJIa B OKHO
Y TOXE yKa3aJla MaJbleM.

— BoH tam? — cnpocuiia oHa.

— Ja.

— D70 cTenb, — CKazaia OHa C IMPOKOH, J0OPOIYIIHOH yIbIOKO#. — OHa TeOe He HpaBUTCs?

— Her, — otBeTriia Mepu, — 51 €€ HEHaBUKY.

—3T0 OTOMY, YTO ThI K HEW He IPUBBIKJIA, — cKa3aja Mapra, uis Ha3a K KamuHy. — Tsl 1yma-
elllb, YTO OHA CJIMIIKOM Oonbinast u ronasi? Ho oHa Tebe nmoHpaBuTCS.

— A Tebe HpaBuTCs? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Koneuno, — Beceno orBetwia Mapra, BHITHpasi KAMUHHYIO penieTKy. — S moOImo crers.
Omna BoBce He ronas. BecHoil TaM 4yaecHO, Korza LBETYT BEPECK U APOK; TOI/A TaM MAaxXHET MeIOM
Y CTOJIBKO TIPOCTOPY U BO3JyXY, HE0O KaKeTCsl TAKAUM BBICOKMM-BBICOKMM! A ITYEJIBl U )KaBOPOHKHU
HOIOT M XKYKKaT, U IIIyM Takod NpusATHLIA. O, s Obl HU 32 YTO HE MOKHMHYJIA CTeTTh!

Mepu ciyiana ee ¢ cepbe3HbIM, 033/1a4€HHBIM BbIpakeHUEM Jinla. Ty3eMHble ClIyri, K KOTO-
pbIM OHa TpuBHIKJIA B VHOuuM, ObM BOBce He Takue, Kak Mapra. OHu Beerga Obli paboJIenHbI
¥ TIOHOOOCTPACTHBI M HE CMEJI TOBOPUTh CO CBOMMM TOCHIOJAMH TaK, Kak paBHble nM. OHM Jeanu
«cajlaaMm», Ha3bIBAIM WX «TOKPOBUTEISIMH OSTHBIX» W TOMY MONOOHBIMHM MMeHamH. VHauiickoro
CIIyTy He TIPOCHJIM ClIeJIaTh TO WM JPYroe, eMy MpHUKa3biBaIi. TaM He ObUI0 0ObIYasi TOBOPHUTH CITyTe
«THOKaJylCcTa» U «Oraroapio», 1 Mepu Bceraa j1apaja MoieurMHbl CBOEH aild, Koraa Oblia cepaura.
OHa HeBOJIbHO TOTyMaJjia O TOM, 4TO czienasna Ob1 Mapra, ecii Obl OHa B3ayMauia 1aTh €l NOIEYHHY.
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Mapra Obuta ToJTHas, pyMsiHast, TOOPOIYIIIHAsI HA BUJI IEBYIIIKA, HO B €e MaHepax ObUIO YTO-
TO pelnTeIbHOe U cMenioe, U Mepu noyMala, 9to OHa, MoXKaayid, OTBeTHIa Obl TOXE MOIICYMHOM,
0COOEHHO eC/i ee yaapuiia Obl MaJIeHbKast JeBOYKA.

— Tsl cTpaHHas ciy)kaHKa, — JIOBOJILHO BBICOKOMEPHO MPporopopuiia Mepu ¢ MopyIiex.

Mapra npucesna Ha KOPTOUKH, Jiepka B pyKax IIETKY, U paccMesyiach 0e3 BCAKOro MpU3HaKa
THEBa.

— O, g 3710 3HaW, — cKa3zaja oHa. — Ecim Obl 371ech, B MuccenbTyaiTe, Oblla HACTOSINAS TOC-
Moxa, s1 Obl HUKOT/Ia He MOIJIa OBITh JIaXke BTOPON TOpHUYHOWU. MeHs Obl, TIOXaIyl, B3SJIM B Cy/IO0-
MOWKH, HO HUKOT/Ia He MyCTUIA Obl B BEpXHUE KOMHATBI. §1 CIIUITIKOM MPOCTasi ¥ TOBOPIO TO-HOPK-
mmpcku. Ho 3TOT 10M KakoW-TO CTpaHHBIN, B HEM TOYHO HU TOCIOIMHA, HU TOCIIOXKHU HET, KpoMe
mucrepa [Indyepa u muccuc Memnok. Mucrep KpaBeH He J1ioOUT, 4TOOBI €ro 4eM-HUOYIb OECTIOKO-
WM, KOTJIa OH 3]IeCh, M OH TIOUTH MOCTOSIHHO B OThe3e. Muccuc Meiok 1o 100poTe cBoei j1aa
MHe 310 MecTo. OHa cka3zajia MHe, YTO HUKOTJA He ciesiaia Obl 3TOro, ecid Obl MucCenbTyIMT ObLT
Kak Jpyrue Ooratsle Joma.

— A Teriepb THI OyjIelIb MOsI ClTy’)kaHKa? — cripociia Mepu Bce TeM ke BHICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM,
K KOTOPOMY OHa MPUBHIKIa B HIMN.

Maprta onsTh HaYasla YUCTUTh PEIIETKY.

— 4 cnyxanka muccuc Meaiok, — ropAo Ckasajia OHa, — a OHa Ciiy’)kaHka mucrepa KpaseHa,
HO 51 Oyy yOUpaTh TYT KOMHATBI 1 HEMHOT'O TTPUCITYKUBaTh TeOe. Tombko Tebe MHOTO yCIIyT He TIOHa-
aoourcs.

— A k1O Oyzer MeHs ozieBaTh? — cripocuia Mepu.

Maprta onsiTh npricesia Ha KOPTOUKHY U YCTaBUJIACh Ha Hee; OT U3YMJICHU I OHa OITSATh 3arOBOPHIIA
C MPOTSKHBIM HOPKIIIUPCKUM AKIIEHTOM.

— Pa3Be ThI He MOXelllb cama OfIeThCsI? — CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Yro 310 3HaumnT? $1 HE MOHMMAIO TBOETO SI3bIKa, — CKazayia Mepu.

— O, s 3a0b11a, — cKa3zana Mapra. — Muccuc Measiok Besiesia MHE CJIeUTh 32 COOOM, a TO Thl
HE MOWMeIlIb, 4TO s TOBOpI0. Tak Tl He MOXeIllb caMa HaJeTh IJIaThs ?

— Her, — noutu ¢ HeronoBanuem oreeTwiia Mepu. — 5l HUKoraa B )kM3HU 3TOrO He enaia. MeHs
BCerja ofeBaia Mos aia.

— Ecnm Tak, To TeGe mopa HayuuThCs, — ckazaia Mapra, O4eBHIHO, He TIOI03peBasi, YTO rOBO-
PUT Oep30CTH. — DTO HE CIUIIKOM paHo. TebGe Oyner oYeHb MONe3HO caMOl yXakKuBaTh 3a COOOM.
Most MaTh Bcer/ia TOBOPHUT, YTO He TIOHUMAET, IIOUeMY 3TO Y BaKHBIX Oap JeTH He BBIPACTAIOT HAOM-
TBHIMH JIypaKkamu: Be[lb Y HUX BCerJa HIHBKY U UX BCET/Ia Jpyrue MOIOT U OfIEBaIOT, U TYJISITh BHIBOJIAT,
TOYHO IICHSAT.

— B nauu Bce nHave, — mpe3puTeNibHO cka3ana Mepu. OHa efiBa Biajesna coOom.

Ho Mapra Hu4yTh HE CMYyTHIIACh.

— OHO ¥ BUJIHO, YTO MHAYe, — CKa3ajia OHa COUYBCTBEHHO. — {1 Aymalo, 3T0 MOTOMY, UTO TaM
TaKOE MHOXECTBO YEPHOKOKMX BMECTO TOPSIOYHBIX Oesbix Jioged. Korma s ycielmiana, 4To Thl
enenns ciofa u3 Muauu, s nomyMala, 9ro Thl TOXE YepHOKOXKast!

Mepu cena Ha MOCTeJIH, CTPAITHO Pa3bspPEHHAS.

— Yro! — BockyimkHy/1a oHa. — Yto! Tel nymana, uro s Ty3emka! Thl... cBUHOE OTPO/IbE Thi!

Mapra ycraBwiach Ha Hee U BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Koro b1 Opanuis? — ckazana oHa. — TeOe He HalO Tak cepauThes. bapeliiHe He creayer
TaK FOBOPUTH. S1 pOBHO HMUYETO HE UMEIO MPOTUB YepHOKOKUX. Koria mpo HUX YuTaelb B KHIKKAX,
TO OHU BCE TaKue PeIMIMO3HBIC; B KHIKKAX BeJb CKa3aHO, YTO YEPHOKOKHE TOXE JIOIU M HAIIU
Opaths... A s HUKOT/Ia He BUAaIa YePHOKOKETO YeJIOBeKa U OYeHb 00paoBaiach, IOTOMY UTO TOY-
MaJia, 4To YBUXKY ONM3KO XOTh oHoro. Korja s mpuriuia ciofa yTpom, 4Tod 3aTOMUTh KaMUH, S IO
Kpaslach K TBOEH MOCTEIN U OCTOPOKHO MPUMIOJHSIA OfIEsIIO, YTOOBI MOrsAAeTh Ha Te0st. Y TyT-To
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s yBUzena, — Jo0OaBWIa OHA pa30YapOBaHHO, — YTO Thl HUYYTh HE YepHee MeHsl, HeCMOTpsl Ha To,
YTO Takas xenras!

Mepu naxe He cTapaiach CIepKUBaTh CBOETO 'HEBA.

— Twt gymana, yto s Ty3emka! Kak 1ol cmena! Twl ux coBcem He 3Haems! OHU He JIOAM,
OHM CIIyTH, KOTOpbIE TOJKHBI KIaHATbes1! Tol HUUero He 3Haemb npo Mugumio! Tl coBceM HUYEro
He 3Haelb!

Ona ObuTa Tak B30eIIeHa ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl TaKOW OECIIOMOIITHOM Mpe/l HAMBHBIM B3IJISIOM
MapTsl ¥ B TO ke caMoe BpeMsl BAPYT OUyBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 TAKOW OJMHOKOM, TAKOH JaJIEKOH OT BCETo
TOTO, YTO OHA MOHMMAaJIa M YTO TIOHMMAJIO ee, YTO OPOCHJIACH JIMIIOM B MOAYIIKU U pa3pa3uiiach
poiganusimMu. OHa Tak O6e3yepkKHO pblaaia, 4to JooponyiHas Mapra fake UCIyranach U e CTajo
*kaib 1eBovykr. OHa NOJOILIA K MOCTENM U HAKJIOHWIAach K MepH.

— He Hapo tak miakars! — crana oHa ynpammBark. — [IpaBo, He Haj0. §I He 3Hasa, YTO THI TaK
paccepauiiibest! §I Taku BOBCe HMYEro He 3Halo, Kak Thl ckasasia. [Ipomny mporienusi, mucc. [lepe-
CTaHb e TUIaKaTh!

B ee cTpaHHOI HOPKIIMPCKON PeUr 1 CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepax ObUIO YTO-TO YCIIOKaWBAIoILee, Ipy-
KeMoOHOe, YTO XOpOIIo AedcTBoBaiO Ha Mepu. OHa MOCTENEHHO MepecTala IUlakaTh U 3aTHXJa.
Mapra, BUIMMO, MOYYBCTBOBAaJIa OOJIETYeHHE.
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— A tenepsp nopa TeOe BCTaBaTh, — CKa3zajia oHa. — Muccuc Meljiok ckasaja, 4ToObl s PHHO-
CHJIa B COCE/THIOI KOMHATY TBOM 3aBTpaK, 00e/ 1 ykuH. Tam Tede ycrponiu netckyio. 51 rede momory
OJIeThCS, €CJT Tl BCTaHellb. Eciv MmyroBurlbl y Te0s Ha IJ1aThe C3a/id, TO Thl MX HE MOXeIb cama
3aCTETHYTb.

[Tponecc oneBaHbst HayIUI UX 00enX Koe-ueMy. Mapra 4acTo 3acTernBajia CBOMX CECTPEHOK
1 OpaTuIlieK, HO HUKOT/IA ellie He Bhjiesa peOeHKa, KOTOPBIN CTOSUT Obl HEMOIBIKHO M X JIAJT, TOKA KTO-
HUOY/Ib IPYroy creaeT JijIsl Hero BCe YTO Hajlo, Kak Oy/ITO y Hero caMoro He ObLJIO HU PyK, HU HOT.

— IMoueMy TBI caMa He HajeBaellb OAIIMaKOB? — CIIPOCWIIA OHA, Koraa Mepu MpecrioKOWHO
TMOJICTAaBWJIA €1 HOTY.

— Mos aiis enana 310, — OTBeTHIa MepH, YCTaBUBIIMCH Ha Hee. — Tako TaM oObIvai.

OHa odYeHb YacTO TOBOPHJIA: «TaKOW ObUT 0ObIYaii». Ty3eMHbIe CIIyIM BCerja TOBOPHJIN 3TO.
Ecnu um nipukaspiBav ciesiaTh 4To-HUOYIb, Yero Iefible BeKa He JAeJIali UX MPEeIKU, OHU C KPOTKUM
B3I71s110M OTBeuasn: «OObIuaii He TAKOB», — M BCAKMH 3HAJI, UTO TUM JIEJI0 KOHYAJIOCh.

«O0bI4ait ObUT TAaKOB», YTO MepH HUYEro He Jiesiajia caMa, a TOJIbKO CTOsUIA U TIO3BOJIsLIA OfIETh
ceOs1, TOYHO KYKJIa.
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Panpiiie yeM oHa roroBa ObuLIa HUATU 3aBTPAKAThb, OHA YK€ Havalla IOJ03pEBATb, YTO KU3Hb
B MHCCCHBTYSﬁTC HAy4UT €€ MHOI'OMY, COBEPIHICHHO HEU3BECTHOMY en: HalIpUMEpP, HAZACBATb YYJIKA
n 6amwu<1/1, NOoAbIMATL BCE, YTO OHA POHAJIA.
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Eciu 661 MapTta Oblla XOpOIIIO 00y4eHHOH, «HACTOSIIIEeH» TOPHUYHOM, OHa Obl1a Obl OoJiee
MOYTHUTEJILHOW U YCITYKJIMBOM M 3Hasa Obl, UTO €l MoJlaraeTcsi pacuechbiBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTETMBAThH
OalMaky, OJHAMATh BEIM M KJIacTh X Ha Mecto. Ho oHa Oblta mpocTast iepeBeHCKas JeBYIIKa,
KOTOpasi BHIPOCIIa B KOTTEIKE B CTEMH C IEJION TOJITON OpaTheB U cecTep, KOTOPHIM U B TOJIOBY HE ITPH-
XOIHJIO, YTO MOKHO Yero-HUOy/Ib He JIeJlaTh CAMUM U He YXaKUBATh 32 MJIAJIIMMU JeTbMH, KOTOPbIS
ellle TOJIKO YUUIUCh XOIUTb.

Ecmu 661 Mepu JIeHHOKC OblTa TAKUM PeOSHKOM, KOTOPOTO JIETKO Pa3BeCesNTh, OONTIMBOCTD
MapTtsl, BeposITHO, paccMmeriia Obl ee; Ho Mepu HeBO3MYTHMO CIIyIIaia ee, YIUBJISISICh Pa3BSI3HO-
crtu ee Manep. CHavasa pa3roBop HUIyTh He MHTEpECOBaJl ee, HoO MapTa npojokana JoOpOLyIIHO
OoinTath, 1 Mepu cTajia mpUciyrBaThC K €€ peuu.

— Ecnu 6wl THI X Bcex Bujena! — roopuia Mapra. — Hac Bcex iBeHaIiaTh 4esioBek, a OTell
MO MOJTy4aeT BCEro MEeCTHAAATH IIIUJUTMHIOB B HelesTi0. TpyaHO MaTepy HAKOPMUTD UX BCEX, CKAXy
s Tebe. Bece ety 1ienblil iIeHh UTpaloT B CTENH, U MaTh TOBOPUT, YTO OHU TOJICTEIOT OT CTEITHOTO
Bo3yxa. OHa FOBOPUT, UTO OHU, TOJKHO OBITh, AT TPaBy, Kak quKue moHu. Hamr JIukoH, emy yxe
JBEHAIIATD JIET, TPUPYUNIT MOJIOAYIO JIOIIAIKY-TIOHH U TOBOPUT, UTO OHA Tereph €ro.

— A rz1e oH B3s11 ee? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— Hammen B crenu BMecTe ¢ Matepblo, Korja oHa Oblia ele coBceM MajieHbKast. OH cTaj npupy-
Yarh ee, KOPMUTD XJIeOOM, IIUIIATh JIJIs1 Hee TpaBy. M OHa Tak MPUBHIKJIA K HEMY, YTO XOIAWT CJISIOM
32 HUM M TIO3BOJISIET €MY CEeCTh el Ha CriuHy. JIMKOH O4YeHb T0OpHIi, ¥ KMUBOTHBIC JTIOOAT €ro.

YV Mepwu HUKOTIa He ObUTIO HUKAKOTO JKUBOTHOT'O, C KOTOPBIM OHA MOTJIa ObI UTPaTh, U €1 BCer/a
OUYeHb XOTeJI0Ch UMeTh ero. OHa MoYyBCTBOBAJIA Jake HEKOTOPBI MHTepeC K JIMKOHY; a Tak Kak OHa
HUKOTJ]a HUKEM He WHTepeCcoBaJIach, KpoMe caMoi ceOs1, 3T0, OUEBHUIHO, ObLTIO MPOOYKIEHUEM T00-
pOro 4yBCTBa.

Korna oHa Boli1a B KOMHaTy, B KOTOPOU YCTPOWJIU AJ1s1 Hee JETCKYI0, TO YBHIEJa, YTO KOMHATa
MOX0Ka Ha Ty, B KOTOPOW OHA criaja. 1o Obljla KOMHATa He /17151 peOeHKa, a IJ1s1 B3pOCJIOro YesIoBeKa,
C MpaYHBIMU CTaPbIMU KAPTUHAMHY Ha CTEHAX U C TSKeJIBIME CTaphIMK TyOOBBIMU CTY TbsiMU. Ha cToe
rocper KOMHATHI CTOSUT XOPOIIUiA 0OWIbHBIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepwu Bceria ObUT OYeHb IIJIOXOM are-
THT, 1 OHAa PaBHOAYIITHO B3IJIsSIHYJIA Ha MepBoe Omoz10, KoTopoe MapTa nocraBuia npej Heil.

— 4 He xouy 3TOro, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

— He xouems kamm?! — HegoBEepYMBO BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mapra.

— Her.

— Tol He 3Haelb, Kakasi oHa BKycHast! [1010:k1 HEMHOXKKO TATOKU WJIH caxapy!

— 4 He xouy, — nosropwia Mepu.

— Bot 31010 5 y’)X HE MOTY MEPeHOCUTh, — BOCKJIMKHY/IA MapTa, — 9ToObI OHAPACcHY OPTUIIA
xopoiyio mpopu3uio! Eciu 6 3a 3TUM CTOIOM CUE/H HaIlA JISTU, OHU OBl €ro B MATh MUHYT OUYH-
cruiu!

— [ouemy? — xonoaHo cnpocuia Mepu.

— ITouemy? — nmoBTOpUJIa, Kak 3x0, Mapra. — [loromy, 4TO y HUX MOYTU HUKOTAA B KU3HU
He OBUTO MOJTHBIX JKeTyaKoB. OHU BCceraa Tak TOJOTHbI, KaK JIETEHBIIH SCTpeda VITH JIUCHL.

— 41 He 3Ha10, YTO 3HAUUT OBITH TOJIOMHOM, — CKa3aia Mepu ¢ paBHOIYIITEM HEBEIK/IbL.

Mapra ¢ HerogoBaHueM MOIJIsi/IeNa Ha Hee.

— Hy, Te6e odeHb moe3HO ObUIO ObI UCIIBITATh TAKOE, SI 9TO SICHO BUXKY, — OTKPOBEHHO CKa-
3aj1a oHa. — §l TepreTh He MOTY JIIOfIEH, KOTOPbIE TONBKO CUAAT Ja CMOTPSIT Ha BKYCHYIO efy. Kak Obl
MHE XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI BCE, UTO TYT Ha CTOJIe, ObUTO B Xkemyakax y JlukoHa, u ®@uns, u [IxkeiiH, u y Bcex
OCTaJIbHBIX !

— Otyero *e Thl He OTHECEIIb UM BCero 3Toro? — nocoseropayia Mepu.

— 910 He Moe! — ropso orBeTwia Mapra. — W cerofHsi He MO BBIXOJHOM AeHb. MHe JnaioT
OTIYCK TOJIbKO pa3 B Mecsll, Kak U BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM, M TOTJA S YXOXKY JOMOM M IIOMOIal0 Marepu
yOupaTthb, a OHa OT/IbIXAeT.
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Mepu BbIIMIIa HEMHOTO Yalo U Chejla KyCOUeK MOMKApEeHHOTo XJieba ¢ BApEeHbEM.

— A Tenepb ONICHbCS TIOTETIICN U TOW HAPYXKy MOUTrpaTh, — ckazaina Mapra. — Tebe 310 Oyner
OYEHb MOJIE3HO U JIaCT aMIeTHT.

Mepu nozponuia Kk okHy. OHa Buena caibl, JOPOKKH U OOJIBIINE AEPEBbsi, HO BCE 9TO MMEJIO
KAKOM-TO TYCKJIBI 3UMHHI BUJIL.

— 3aueM MHe WATU HapyKy B TAaKOW JIEHb?

— Eciu He molifens, To IpUIEeTCsl OCTaThCsl B JIOME, a YTO ThI 3/1eCh Oyellb eaTh?

Mepu ocMoTpenach BOKpYT; Aenarh Obu10 Hevero. Korma muccrc Measiok ycrpauBasia JETCKyIo,
OHa He TIojlyMaJsa o pa3piedeHusx. [Toxanyi, sydine OblIO OBl BBIMTH M IOCMOTPETH CAIbl.

— Kt0 noiger co MHO#? — cipocujia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiach Ha Hee.

— ToI noiiaens» ofHa, — OTBETHIIA OHA. — Tebe MpUIeTCs] HAyYUThCSl UTPaTh OJHOW, KaK UTPAIOT
ApyTue Ty, y KOTOPBIX HeT cectep u OparbeB. Hamr [JuKoH yXoauT B cTelb OIMH U 110 LIEJIBIM Yacam
urpaer TaM. OTTOro-To OH M NMPUPYUYWI NOHU. B cTenu ecTh OBIbI, KOTOPBIE €r0 3HAIOT, & NTHLIbI
MIPUJIETAIOT K HEMY U €T Y Hero U3 pyK. Y Hac XOTs MaJIo eJIbl, HO OH BCer/a NMpsyeT Kycodek xjeda
IUIS CBOMX JIIOOMMIIEB.

Hanomunanuve o [lykoHe 3actaBuiio Mepu NpuHSATH pellieHUe U BBIATH, XOTsI OHA U HE CO3Ha-
Basia 3Toro. Ecim B cajax He ObUIO TIOHU U OBEll, TO, BEPOSITHO, ObUTH MTHIIbI, KOTOPbIE HE TIOXOKH
Ha il B IHAWY, ¥ HA HUX, OBITh MOXET, CTOMJIO TOTJISACT.

Mapra npuHecia eii majabTo, HUIAIY U Mapy TOJCTHIX OOTMHOK Y TMOKa3aJia JOPOTY BHU3.

— Ecim T oOo¥izienib BOH TaM KpYrom, TO MpUAEIIb K Caay, — CKa3aja OHa, yKa3bIBas
Ha HeOOJIBIITYIO0 KAJIMTKY B oropope. — Jlerom Tam yiima IJBETOB, HO Tenepb HU4ero He 1gerer. — OHa,
Ka3aJIoch, C MUHYTY KoJsiebasiach ¥ moToM jo0aBuia: — OauH U3 cafoB 3arnept. Tam yxke JecsThb JieT
HUKTO He ObIBAJI.

— [Touemy? — HeBosbHO cripocuiia Mepu. Kpome coTHM 3anepThix JBEpel B JOME OKa3bIBaJIaCh
elle oJHa 3arepTasi KaJuTka!

— Mucrep Kpagen Besiesn 3anepersb ero, Korjga €ro keHa yMmepsia Tak BHe3arnHo. OH HUKOMY
HE T03BOJISIET BXOAUTD Ty/a; 3TO ObLT ee cafl. OH 3arep KaJuTKY, BRIPLLT SIMY U 3aKOTAJ Ty KJTIOY. . .
Muiccuc MeUiok 3BOHHUT — MHE HaIo OeKaTh.
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I'maBa V

Korga Mapra ynuta, Mepu cBepHy/ia Ha JOPOXKY, KOTOpasi Bejla K KaJUTKE B Oropoje.
OHa HEBOJILHO JiyMaJia O TOM CaJie, B KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObIBAJT yKe AeCATh JIET; AyMaJia O TOM, KaKOu
BUJ] IMEET ITOT CaJl ¥ eCTh JIM ellle B HeM KaKve-HUOY/Ib KUBBIE 1TBETHI.

Koria oHa miporiuia yepe3 KaauTKy, TO O9yTHIACh B OOJIBIIIOM Caly C IMAPOKUMHM JTyKalKaMK
W U3BUWIMCTBIMU JOPOXKKaMU C MOAYMIICHHBIMU KpasMH. Tam 6I)UII/I ACPEBLA, KJIyM6])I, XBOHHBIE
JepeBbsi, TIOJCTPYKEHHbIE B Pa3HbIX MPUUYUIMBBIX (popMax, U OOJIBIION MPYA CO CTaphiM CEpPhIM
onTanom nocpenune. Ho kirymMOb Obli 0OOHakEHBI, 2 (POHTAH He OWII. DTO He ObLT 3arepThiid Cajl.
Kak moxHo 3anepets can? Benp B can Bcera MOKHO BOUTH. ..

Omna aymaia Kak pa3 00 9TOM, KOrjia YBUJIEa, 4TO B KOHIIE JOPOXKKH, IT0 KOTOPOW OHA A,
HAXOQWUTCS JJTMHHAS CTE€Ha, BCs MIOK PhITAst TUTIOIIOM. MepH ObljTa HeIOCTaTOYHO 3HAKOMa ¢ AHIJIMEH,
YTOO I0TraIaThCsl, YTO OHA MPHOIMKAIACh K (PPYKTOBOMY Caly U OTOPOMY.

OHa mofoIIIa K CTeHe W YBUJIe)Ia 3eJIeHYI0 KaJIUTKY, KOTopast Oblla OTBOPEHa. DTO, OUEBUIHO,
He OBUT 3aIepThIi caJl, ¥ CI0jIa MOXKHO OBUTO BOUTH.

[Tpoiiis B KaIMTKY, OHA YBUJIENA, YTO TO OBUT cajl, 0OHECEHHBI BOKPYT CTEHOI0, M UTO TAKUX
cafioB ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO; BCE OHU, OYEBHIHO, COOOMAMCH Mexk 1y coOoi. IToTom oHa yBujena ere
OOHY OTKPBITYIO 3€JICHYIO KAJIMTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BUAHE/IUCh KYCTBI U JOPOXKH MEXAY I'pAaaMu
3UMHUX OBoITel. PPyKTOBBIE JIepeBbsi POCIA BO3JIe CAMOU CTEHBI, & HEKOTOPbIe U3 I'PANOK OBbLIH
MIPUKPHITHl CTEKJITHHBIMU pamMaMu. MepH MoCTosiia, TOCMOTpeia BOKPYT M PelInia, YTo BCE ITO
OYeHb HEKpacHuBO U rojio. Jletom, Koraa Bce ObUTO 3€JIeHO, cafl, ObITh MOKET, BBITNISIE KpacuBee,
HO Ternepb B HEM HUYEro KPaCMBOroO He ObLIO.

Uepe3 HECKONBKO MUHYT U3 KAJIWTKH, BEALIEH B APYroil cajl, BBINIEN CTapUK C 3aCTYIOM
Ha tuiede. Korma o yBugen Mepw, Ha JIMIIE €ro BBHIPA3WIOCh U3YMIICHHE, M OH CJIETKA MTPUTIOIHSLT
nstny. JIMmo y Hero ObLIO yrpioMoe, U eMy, BUIHO, He OCOOEHHO MPUATHO ObLIO BCTPETUTh MepH;
HO el He HpaBWJICS €ro caJl, BhIpakeHHe JIMIA Y Hee Toe ObLIO HEMPUBETIMBOE, U BCTPEYe CO CTa-
PHMKOM OHa TOXe He 0OCOOEHHO 00paoBaach.

— Yro 31ech Takoe? — cpocuia Mepu.

— OauH U3 OropojIoB, — OTBETHIT OH.

— A Tam 4TO? — CKa3ajia OHa, yKa3blBasi HA PACTBOPEHHYIO 3€JICHYIO KaJIUTKY.

— Elrie onuiH, — KOPOTKO OTBETHIT OH. — A TI0 TY CTOPOHY CTEHBI €11l O/IWH, a 3a HUM €IIie OrOPOJI.

— MoxHo MHe Tyaa noitu? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Ecim xouenb. .. TOJBKO CMOTPETh TaM HEYETO.
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Mepu Hudero He otBeTwia. OHa HaNpaBWIACHh MIPSMO IO JIOPOKKE U MPOIUIA Yepe3 BTOPYIO
3eJIeHyl0 KaJIMTKYy. TaM OHa OmATh YBWjENA CTCHBI, OMATh 3MMHHE OBOIIM W CTEKJISTHHBIE PaMbl,
HO BO BTOpOH CTeHe Oblia elle OJHa 3eJicHasl KaJIWTKa, KOoTopas He Oblla OTrhepra. BHTh MOXeT,
OHa BeJia B TOT CaJl, KOTOPOTO HUKTO He BUEN yXKe JeCAThH JieT.

Tak kak Mepu HuKora He Oblla pOOKOM M BCerjia Jiesiaia Bce YTo XOTesa, TO OHa TOIoNuIa
K 3€JICHOW KaJIUTKe U MOBepHYyJa pyuky. OHa Jaymaia, 4To KaJIuTKa He OTBOPUTCS, TIOTOMY YTO e
XOTEJIOCh BEpUTh, UTO OHA HAIIIJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIN CaJl, HO KaJIMTKa OTBOPUJIACH JIETKO, M Korna Mepu
MpOIIlJIa Yepe3 Hee, OHa OUyTIIach B (PpykToBOM camy. OH Toxe ObUT OOHeCEH CTeHOI0, BO3JIe KOTO-
Poil pocii (ppyKTOBBIE IEPEBbsI, HO 3€JI€HOI KaJIMTKU TaM He ObUTo. MepH cTaja MCKaThb ee, IOTOMY
YTO KOTJIa OHA JOILIA JIO APYroro KOHIIA caja, TO 3aMeThIa, YTO CTeHa TaM He KOHYaJach, a TSIHY-
JIach 1ajibliie. 3a CTEHOW BUHEIMCh BEPIIMHEI IEPEBbEB, U, Koraa Mepr ocTaHOBUIIACh, OHA YBUIEA
NITHYKY C APKO-KPACHOU IPyAbIO, CUIEBIITYIO HA CAMOU BBICOKOW BETBU OJHOTO 13 HuX. [ITHuka BApyr
3ariesia MoYTH B Ty ke caMylo MUHYTY, KOrja yBujena Mepu, TOUHO cTaja 3BaTh ee.

Mepu ocTaHOBUJIACH U CTaJIa CIIYIIATh; U MOYEMY-TO TAaKOU BECEJIbIH, JTACKAIOIIMIA CBUCT BbI3BAJ
B HEl IPUATHOE YyBCTBO. Jlaxke yrpioMblil, HEPUBETIMBBIA peOSHOK MOKET UyBCTBOBATH CeOsl OIU-
HOKMM; a OOJIBIIION 3arepThiil oM, IMUPOKast OOHAKEHHAsl CTeNb U OOIIMpPHBIE OOHAKEHHBIC CaJIbl
BbI3BAJIM B MepH Takoe 4yBCTBO, KaK Oy/ITO BO BCEM CBETe HUKOTO HE OCTAJIOCh, KPOME Hee OHOM.
Ecnu 661 0Ha ObLIa JJACKOBBIM peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIN MIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTOOBI €ro JIOOWIIN, TO OHA Obl
CHJTBHO 3aTOCKOBaJIa, HO Jiaxe yrpioMasi Mepu 4yBcTBOBasa ce0s1 3a0pOITIeHHOM, U Becesiast KpacHO-
rpynas NTHYKa BbI3BaJIa HA €€ XMYpPOM JIMIIEe HeUTO MOXOKee Ha YIIBIOKY.

OnHa cTosi1a M ciyInaia NTAYKY, MoKa Ta He yietena. [IThuka 3ta BoBce He MOXOW/Ia Ha TTHI]
B MIHouu u oueHb nmoHpaswiack Mepu. OHa nolymMasa o TOM, YBUIUT JIM ee ellie Koraa-Huoyab. BeITh
MOJET, OHa *K1JIa B TAMHCTBEHHOM CaJy ¥ XOPOIIIO 3HaJa ero!

Mepwu, BEpOATHO, IOTOMY TaK MHOT'O JIyMaJia O 3aIyIeHHOM cajie, YTO el Heuero ObLIO JIe/aTh.

B Heit mpocHyJ0Ch JIIOOOIBITCTBO, U € 3aX0TeJIOCh YBUIETh, UTO 3TO 3a caj. [louemy mucrtep
Apuubansa Kpasen 3apbut kmod? Eciv oH Tak JIIOOWIT CBOIO KeHy, TOYeMy OH TaK HEHAaBHJEH ee
can? OHa mogymasia O TOM, YBUJIUT JIM OHA Korja-HUOya» Muctepa KpaBeHa, U pernwia, 4To eciu
YBUIWT, TO OH €l HEe MOHPABUTCS, OHA €My TOXe He TMOHPABUTCS, U OHA OYyJeT CTOATh U CMOTPETh
Ha HEro, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, JIaXe eClI el CTPAITHO 3aX04eTCsl CIIPOCUTD ero, TIoYeMy OH Clesia
TaKyI0 CTPAHHYIO IITYKY.

«$1 HUKOTIAa HEe HPABJIIOCH JIIO/ISIM, U JTIOIW He HPABATCSA MHE, — MoAyMaJia oHa. — W s HuKorga
HE yMeJia TOBOPHUTH TaK, Kak et Mopprcona. OHM Bceria TOBOPWIJIH, M CMESIJTHCH, U TITyMeJTH».

Omna nogymMasa o KpacHoOIIeHKe, Kak OHa 3ariesia OyATo paju Hee OHOM, U, BCIOMHUB O JiepeBe,
Ha KOTOPOM CHjiejia ITUYKa, BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBHJIACK.

— MHe kaxeTtcs, 9T0 JepeBO pacTeT B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajly, 51 yBepeHa B 9TOM, — CKa3aJjia OHa. —
Tam ObL1a cTeHa, HO He OBUIO KaJIUTKU.

Omna BepHy/ach B NEpPBbIM (PPYKTOBBII Cajl U HallUla TaM CTapyKa, KOTOPBHIA KOMaJ 3eMJIIO.
OHa nofIoIIa, OCTAHOBUJIACH BO3JIE HETO M HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOJIOHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

OH He 00paTHJ Ha Hee BHUMAHUSI, U OHA HAKOHEI] 3arOBOPHUJIA C HUM.

— 41 Oblna B OCTaNIBHBIX Ca/laX, — CKa3ajia OHa.

— Te6e HUUTO HE MoOMeNIano, — OPIO3TIIMBO OTBETHUII OH.

— 41 3am1a Bo (bpyKTOBBIN caj.

— Tam y kanuTku coOak HeT, — OTBETUI OH.

— Ho tam Gonbllie HET KJIUTKU B IPYrou caj, — ckazayia Mepu.

— B kako#i cag? — cripocut oH rpy0o, Ha CeKYH/Iy IepecTaB KOmaTh.

— B TOT caj, mo apyryio cTopoHy cTeHbl, — oTBeTrIa Mepu. — TaM ecTh JiepeBbsi — s BUesIa ux
Bepxymku. Ha omHOM W3 HUX cujiena NTUYKa C KPacHOM Irpy/blo U meja.

K ee BemKkoMy yIMBIICHUIO, BRIPAXKEHHE €ro YIPIOMOro OOBETPEHHOT'O JIUIIA BAPYT MEpeMEHH-
nock. [o nuiry MeyIeHHO pacrosi3iach YJIbIOKa, Uy CTApOro CaJOBHUKA BAPYT CTAJl COBCEM JIPYroun
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BU/I. MepI/I BAPYT noaymMajia — v 9TO IIOKa3aJIOCh en CTpaHHbIM, — 4YTO YCJIOBEK BLIIVIAOWUT ropasao
Jydilie, Korja oH yibsioaercs. [Ipex/e oHa HUKOraa He JymMaia 00 STOM.
CaioBHHK BAPYT 0OEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY (PPYKTOBOTO cajia M Ha4al CBUCTETh — TUXO U HEKHO.
Mepu HUKaK He MOTJIa OHATh, KaK TAKON YTPIOMBIT YeJIOBEK MOT U3JaBaTh TAKKE JJACKAIOINE 3BYKH.
B crenyronyio MUHYTY HpOM30IUIO HEYTO yAuBUTENbHOe. OHa ycbliasia MSATKHMA IIeIecT
KpBUTbEB B BO3/IyXe — 3TO JieTesla K HUM MTUYKa ¢ KpacHou rpyapio. OHa ycenach Ha OOJBIION IIbiOe

3€EMJIM, OUYEHb OJIM3KO K HOTre CaJJOBHHKaA.
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— Bor oHa, — 7acKOBO CKa3asl CaloBHUK U CTaJl TOBOPUTH C MTHUYKOW, TOUYHO C PEOEHKOM: —
Tol rae Oblta, MaeHbKast nonpommaiika? 1 Teds TONMbKO cerofHs yBuien!

[Tryka HaKJIOHWUJIA FOJIOBKY HAOOK U IJIsies1a MpsiIMO Ha HETO CBOUM OJIECTSAIIMM I71a30M, TIOXO-
KM Ha KareJibKy 4epHo# pockl. OHa, Ka3aa0ock, HUIYTh He 00sJ1ach, OHA IIpbITaia ¥ OBICTPO 1010MIa
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KJIIOBOM, OTHICKMBAsI CEMEHa U HACEKOMBIX. B cepriie Mepu 1meBenbHyI0Ch KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE 1yB-
CTBO, TIOTOMY YTO MTHYKa ObLJIa Takas Becesas U KpacuBas U Ka3ajlach HACTOSIIENH 0coOoil. Y Hee
OBbLJIO MAJICHBKOE TOJICTOE TeJIbIle, TOHEHBKUH KJTIOB | TOHEHbKHE CTPOMHBIC HOXKKHU.

— OHa Bceryia mpujieTaeT, Korjaa Bbl ee 30BeTe? — MoYTH MIEeToTOM crpocuia MepH.

— Jla, moutu Bcerga. 51 3Hal0 ee ¢ Tex Mop, Kak OHa ObLJIa MaJIeHbKUM NITeHYrKoM. OHa BbLIe-
TeJla U3 THe3/1a B IPYTrOM caJy M KOrja B MEPBBIM pa3 mepeseTena yepe3 CTeHy, TO Oblia CIMIIKOM
crnaba, 9ToOB! YJIETEeTh Ha3a/1;, B 3T HECKOJIBKO JIHEW MbI U MOAPYKuKch. Korma oHa onsTh yerena
IO JIPYTYIO CTOPOHY CTEHBI, BCE OCTAJIbHBIE TITHIIBI Y7Ke TIOKUHYJIM FHE3/10; OHA OCTAIACh COBCEM OJJHA
Y BEpHYJIach KO MHE.

— Yro 3710 3a nTUuKa? — crpocusia Mepu.

— A TBI He 3Haemb? ITO MAJIMHOBKA, JIACKOBAs, JIIOOOMBITHAA IITUYKA. JTA NTUYKU IOYTH
TaK e JIACKOBBI, KaK U COOaUKHU, €CJIM TOJBKO YMETh C HUMH 00XOIUThCs. [TocMOTpH-Ka, Kak OHa TyT
poercs 1 norisapiBaeT Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, YTo Mbl O Hel ToBopuM !

U crapuk ¢ mo00BbI0 ¥ TOPAOCTBIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha KPACHOTPYAYIO MITHUKY.

— U1 moGonbITHA ke OHA, — IPOJOIKAJI OH CO CMEXOM, — BCer/ia sIBJISETCS] IOCMOTPETh, UTO 51
caxaro. OHa Bce 9T0 3HaeT. Muctep KpaBeH HUUyTh 00 9TOM He 3a00TUTCS. DTO OHA ITIABHBIN CaJIOB-
HUK.

[ITruka mpomokana mperath, yCEpaHO KOS YTO-TO W TIO BpEeMEHaM MOTJIsAbIBAas HA HUX
o0oux. Mepu Ka3ayoch, 4To ee Ia3KH, MOXOkKKe Ha KaIluld YepPHON POCHl, CMOTPEIN Ha Hee ¢ 00JTb-
MM JTIOOOTIBITCTBOM, Kak OyATO OHa XOTesia IMO3HAKOMUTHCA ¢ Helo nodmmke. B cepaiie Mepu
IIEBEJILHYJIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A KyJa yJerenu octaibHble NITEHLBI? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— HemsBectno. Ctapble NTHIIBI BHITAIKABAIOT UX U3 THE3/1a M y4aT JIeTaTh, M BCE OHU OYECHb
CKOPO pa3NieTaloTcsl B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. A 3Ta BOT ObIa YMHUIIA U TOHSIIA, YTO OHA OJJMHOKA.

Mepu nofioria nooamke K MTUIIE U MPUCTAIBHO TOIJIsi/ieNa Ha Hee.

— 4 oguHOKa, — cKa3aJia OHa.

Mepu npexae He MOHMMaJIa, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U JIeJIaJI0 €€ TAaKOW KUCIIOW M CEpAUTOM; OHa,
Ka3aJIoCh, MOHsJIA 3TO TOJIBKO TOT/a, KOTAa MOrisaesa Ha NTUIKY, a ITHYKA Ha Hee.

Crapblil CalOBHUK CABUHYJI IIAIIKy CO CBOEH JIBICOU TOJIOBBI M C MUHYTY CMOTpes Ha Mepu.

— 310 THI — eBOYKa U3 MHaun? — cripocu oH.

Mepwu kuBHYJ1a rOJIOBOM.

— HeynuButenbHO, 4TO Thl OMUHOKA, — CKA3aJl OH.
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OH cHOBa Hayas KOMaTh, BCAXKUBAsI 3aCTYII [TyOOKO B JKMPHYIO YEPHYIO 3eMJII0, a ITHYKA BCE
MpbIrajia BOKPYT HEro ¢ 03a00UEHHBIM BUIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT1? — cripocuia Mepu.

OH BBIIPAMUIICS, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH €.

—ben Yarepcradd, — ckazan oH v MoToM J00aBUII C KMCIION YTBIOKOM: — § TOKe OMMHOK, Kora
ee HeT co MHOW! — OH TKHYJI NajIbLIEM B HAalIpaBJI€HUH NTHYKU. — OHA MO €JUHCTBEHHBIN JIPYT.

— A y MeHsI COBCceM HeT Jpy3el, — ckazaia Mepu, — 1 HUKorJa He Obu10. Mos ails He moouia
MEeHS, U 51 HUKOTIa HA C KEM He UrpaJa.

VopKImmpIis 0GBIYHO OTKPOBEHHO BHICKA3BIBAIOT CBOU MBICITH, a CTaphlii BeH GbLT HACTOAIIMI
JOpKIIMpeLl.

— Tbl 1 51 OUEHDb MOXOXKHU APYT Ha JIPyTa, — CKa3ajl OH. — MbI ¢ TOOOU BHITKAHBI U3 OTHHUX M TEX XKe
Huted. O0a MBI HEKpACHBHI, U 002 Ha CAaMOM JieJie TaK ke KUCIIBI, KaK BRIJISAUM. Bbioch 00 3akiaj,
YTO y HAC 0OOMX OJMIHAKOBO CKBEPHBIN XapakTep.

310 OBUIO IOBOJILHO MPSIMO M Pe3Ko, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKOT/Ia B )KU3HU HE CIIBIIIANA TTPABIbI
o cebe. Cityru B IHAMM Beeria NMpeKJIOHSUINCh U MOAYUHSIIUCE, YTO Obl ¢ HUMH HU Aenanu. O cBoei
HApYKHOCTH OHa BOOOIIEe HHUKOIJA HE JyMasa, HO Tereph il MpUIIIa B TOJIOBY MBIC/b, JEWCTBU-
TEJIbHO JIM OHA TaK HeNpHBJIeKaTebHa, Kak U BeH, u ObUI M y Hee TaKoH ke KUCIBIA BH] Terepb,
Kak u J10 nosieieHust ntuuku. Eit cTasno ve o cebe.

bnu3 Hee BApYr pasmanach siCHasl, YUCTasl Tpesb, U OHA ObICTpO oOepHysack. OHa crosuia
B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT MOJIOJION SI0JIOHU, Ha OJJTHOU M3 BETBEW KOTOPOH yceslach MaJIMHOBKA M HaYasa
netb. beH paccmestics.

— INouemy oHa 3anena? — cripocuia Mepu.

— OHa pemmia NoAPyKUThCs ¢ TOOOM, — oTBeTH beH. — Thl ei, BUAHO, pHUIILIACh IO HpaBy !

— A?! — BockymkHysna Mepu 1 marHysia nooiamke K s0IoHe, s HaBepX. — X04uelllb Moapy-
KHUTBCS CO MHOM? — CKa3aJia OHa MTHIIe, KaKk OyATO TOBOPHJIA C YeJIOBEKOM. — XOUellh?

Oma cka3zaJia 3T0 He CBOMM OOBIYHBIM YOIIOPHBIM TOHOM U HE TIOBEJTUTENIBHBIM «UHIUNCKAM>»
TOHOM, HO TaK HEXHO U JIACKOBO, UTO cTapblii beH ObUT Tak e M3yMJIeH, KaK U OHa, KOTJa BIIEPBbIC
yCIIblIIaja, Kak OH CBUCTEJ.

— Kak TbI 3TO XOpOIIIO 1 JTACKOBO CKa3aJia, — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, — Kak OyATO ThI U B CAMOM JIeJie
pebeHok, a He yonopHas crapyxa! Thl roBopmiia MOUTH Tak ke, Kak IMKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOMMH
MOOUMIIaMH B CTEIH.

— A Bl 3Haete [lukona? — cripocuiia Mepu, ObICTPO OOEpHYBILKCH K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3Ha10T. [IukoH xoauT noscioay. Jdaxe aroasl ¥ UBETHI €ro 3HAT. S nymato, 4To eMy
JIMCULIBI [TOKA3bIBAIOT, [I€ UX JAETEHBIIIN, U )KABOPOHKHU OT HETO HE MPSAYYT THE3I.

Mepu oueHb XOTeJIOCh 3a/1aTh eIle HECKOJIBKO BOMPOCOB. B Hell 3aroBopmiio Takoe ke Jio0o-
MIBITCTBO T10 OTHOIICHUIO K JIMKOHY, KaK ¥ M0 OTHOIIECHUIO K 3a0porieHHoMy caay. Ho B 3Ty MunyTY
MAaJIMHOBKA, KOTOpasl NepecTaa NeTh, TPSAXHYJA KPbUIBIIIKAMU, PACIPaBUIIa UX U yJeTesa.

— OHa nepeserena o Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbl! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa Mepwu, ciiefis 3a ee MOJIeTOM. —
Omna nosnerenia BO (DPYKTOBBIN Cajl... a Telepb OHA YK€ 32 BTOPOW CTEHOW... B TOM cajy, rje HeT
KaJIUTKH!

— OHa TaMm KUBeT, — cKa3aj cTapblii beH, — TaMm OHa BBUTYNUJIACh U3 STl T/e-HUOYIb MEeX Iy
PO30BBIMHU KYCTaMH.

— A Tam ecTb po30BbI€ KYCThI? — cripocusia Mepu.

Ben cHoBa B3sj1cA 3a 3aCTyN M HayaJl KOMaTh.

— BbUtH. .. JecsTh JIleT ToMy Ha3aj, — MPOOOPMOTAT OH.

— 41 6b1 XOTENa MX yBUAETD, — cKazaa Mepu. — [ e 3enenas kanutka? ['ne-HuOyab Belb 10KHA
OBITH KaJINTKA !

Ben cyHyn 3actynm riayOOKO B 3eMJIIO, M BHJ Y HEr0 CTajl TAaKOW K€ HeIpyKeTI0OHBIN,
KaK U B [IEPBYI0 MUHYTY, Korga Mepu yBujena ero.
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— Bbuta... gecsaTsb JeT ToMy Hasaf, a Ternepb ee HeT, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Her kamurku! — BockimkHyna Mepu. — OHa Jo/KHa ObITh!

— Her ee, 1 HUKTO ee He MOXET HAMTH, M HUKOTO 3TO He KacaeTcsl. A Tl He Oyb HaIO0eJTUBON
1 He Cy#l cBoero Hoca Kyaa He Hajo! Hy, MHe Terepb Haio padotath. CTymail cebe urparb; y MeHs
OoJbIIIe HET BpeMeHH !

W oH nepecran konarb, BCKUHYJI 3aCTYI HA TUIEUO U OTOIIE]I, He B3IJISIHYB Ha Hee U JIaXe He Mpo-
CTUBIIIUCh.
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I'maBa VI

Ha nepBbIx nopax ofuH JieHb ObUT MOXOX Ha Japyroi 1uist Mepu Jlennoke. Kaxnoe yrpo ona
MPOCHINAJIACh B CBOEH KOMHATE C TKaHBIMH 000SIMH U BHJENa MapTy, CTOSBILYIO Ha KOJIEHSIX BO3JIE
KaMHHa, YTOOBl pa3BECTH OTOHb; KakK/10€ YTPO OHA 3aBTpaKajla B CBOEH «JETCKOW», Ile il HeueM
OBUIO pa3BIIeUbCsl, M KaXKbIi JEHb NIOCTIe 3aBTPaKa CMOTpeia B OKHO, Ha OOLIMPHYIO CTeMb, KOTOpast
PacKuIbIBAIACh BO BCE CTOPOHBI M CIIMBAJIACh C TOPU30HTOM; IOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BPEMs1, OHA ITpH-
XOZIWJIa K 3aKJII0YEHHIO, YTO, €CJIM OHA HE BBIJIET, el MPUAETCS CHAETh Oe3 BCSAKOTrO Jefa, ¥ IO3TOMY
OHA BBIXOZIWJIA.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO [HEW, IPOBEIECHHBIX IIOYTH MCKJIIOYMTEIBHO HA CBEXKEM BO3JYXE,
OHA MPOCHYJIACh OJHAXK/Bl YTPOM OUYEHDb IOJIOJHAS. YCEBIIMCh 3aBTPAKATh, OHA YK€ HE OTTOJIKHYJIA
YalK{ C MPE3PUTEIBbHBIM BUIIOM, HO Cpa3y B3sJa JIOXKKY U CTaja €CTbh; €Jla OHa J0 TeX IOp, MOKa
yaluKa He CTaja IyCTOM.

— Tel oIMYHO cnipaBMIIACh C 3TUM CErofHs, — cKasaia Mapra.

— Cerogns 310 OBUIO OYEHB BKYCHO, — CKa3ajla Mepu, caMa HEMHOTIO yIUBJICHHAs.

— DTO CTeNHOI BO3AYyX JaeT Tede anmeTuT, — ckasaja Mapra. — Tel cuacmBuIa: y TeOs
HE TOJIBKO aIllIETUT ECTh, HO U €Jja. A y HaC B KOTTE/IKE — HAC IBEHAILIATh YEJIOBEK — y BCEX KEIYIKH,
a MOJIOKUTh B HUX Heuero. Thl urpait Ha BO3/iyXe KaXkAblil JeHb 1 He OyIelIb Takas KeJlTasl.

— 4 He urpato, — ckazasia Mepu. — MHe HeueM urparsb.

— Heuewm wrpartb! — BockimkHyna Mapra. — Hamm gety urpaior npyTesmMH, KaMmellKamH,
OeraioT, Kpuyar, CMOTPAT Ha BCE KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpuyana, HO TOXE CTala paccMaTpuBarh Bce; OOJble efl Heyero ObLIO JesaTh.
Ona o6xoxuita BOKpPYT €aJioB, OpoiIa o 10pokKam napka. MHorma oHa uckana craporo bena u Xots
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 BHJENa ero 3a paboTol, HO OH ObLIT WM CJIMIIIKOM 3aHSIT, WM CIIMIIKOM YT PIOM, YTOO
NoIJIAAETh Ha Hee. OIHaK/Ibl, KOTZIa OHA HAIlpaBUJIach K HEMY, OH ITOJHSJI CBOM 3aCTYII U OTBEPHYJICS,
Kak OyJTO HAPOUYHO.

Yarre Bcero oHa ryJisiia o TPOIMHKE BO3JIe CTEHbI, OKpykaBliei caapl. [To o6e ctopoHs! Tpo-
NHKY ObLTA He3acakeHHbIE KITyMOBI, & CTEHBI 3apOC/IM I'YCTBIM IUTIOIIOM. B otHOM MecTe Bblorasicst
TEMHO-3€JIeHas1 JICTBA OblJIa OCOOEHHO TycTa, Kak OyJTO 3a Hell A0Jroe BpeMst HUKTO He MPHUCMAT-
puBaJL.
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Crycts1 HecKoJIbKO JJHel nociie Bctpeur ¢ benom Mepu 3ametnia 3T0 1 OCTaHOBWJIACh, YIUB-
JIs151Ch, 1oyeMy 3710 Tak. OHa CcTosijIa M CMOTpEJia Ha BETKY ILTIONIA, KayaBIIyocs OT BETpa, Kak BAPYT
niepes] Hell OJIECHYJIO YTO-TO KPACHOE M TOCJIBIIIATIOCh 3ByYHOE UMpHKaHbe. Ha cTeHe cunena manm-
HOBKa ctaporo bena, misifist BHU3, C BHITSHYTOM IIEHKOW ¥ HAKJIOHEHHOW HAaOOK TOJIOBKOM.

— O! 910 THI! — KpUKHYJIa Mepu, U eil HU4yTh He TIOKa3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM, YTO OHA 3arOBOPUJIA
C MITUYKOM, Kak OyJTO Ta MOIJIa TIOHSITh €€ WM OTBETHUTH €Hl.

[Tryka nefdCTBUTENILHO OTBETHIIA €1 OHA 3aIedeTasna 1 3anpsiraia, CJIOBHO paccKa3biBasia e
0 4eM-To. Mepu 3acMesiyiach, ¥ KOTr/Jja MTUYKA MyCTUJIach JIETETh BJIOJIb CTEHbI, OHA MoOesxasia 3a Hell.
Bennas manenpkas Mepu — Xynas, :keiTasi, OHa B 3Ty MUHYTY Ka3aJjach [IOUYTH KPACUBOU.

— 4 mo6mio Te6s1! — KpUKHYJIA OHA U JaKe MOMbITAJIACh 3aCBUCTATh, Yer0 BOBCE HE yMeJia eJaTh.
Ho ntuuka xa3anach BIOJHE JIOBOJILHOM: OHA TOXE CTajla CBUCTaTh B OTBET U, HAKOHEIl, PacIipaBUB
KpbUTbs, CMeJIO B3JIeTelia Ha BEpIIMHY AepeBa, yceaach TaM M IPOMKO 3ariena.

IT0 HAMOMHWJIO Mepu TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia OHA BIIEpBbIe yBUEIa NTUYKY. Toraa nTuyka Kayaaach
Ha BepIlluHe jiepeBa, a Mepu crosiia B ppykToBOM cafy. Termepb oHa ObLa ¢ JPyroil CTOPOHHI (PPyK-
TOBOTO CaJia U CTOsUIa Ha TPOTIMHKE BO3JIe CTEHBI, 32 KOTOPOU BUIHENIOCH TO K€ CaMOe JIEpeBo.

— 3TO TOT caji, B KOTOPBIN HeJIb3s1 BOWTH, — CKa3aia OHa caMoii cebe. — DTo caj 0e3 KaJIUTKH,
Y TaM KUBeT nTruika. Kak Ob MHE XOTeI0Ch TOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM Takoe!

Omna o0oria BOKPYTr CTEHbI, THIATEBHO OCMATpUBasi ee, U yOeausIach, 4To KUIMTKU B HEN
He OBLIO.

— DT0 OYeHb CTPAHHO, — MPOTOBOPWIIA OHA. — BeH cKasaj, YTo KaJUTKHU HET, U ee TaKU HeT.
Ho necsats sier Tomy Hazaj Oblla KaTUTKA, TOTOMY YTO MucTep KpaBeH 3apblil KJIIOU B 3eMITIO.

Bce 310 14710 CTONBKO MUINK €e YMy, YTO OHA 3aMHTEPecoBasiach U Pelnia, YTo He KaJieeT
0 TOM, 4TO Tpuexaia B MuccenbTyauT-MaHop.

B Wupum eii Bcerna OBUIO KapKO, ¥ OHA BCErja YyBCTBOBAJIA TAaKyld MCTOMY, YTO HUYEM
He MorJia 3auHTepecoBaThcsi. CBeXUid CTEITHOW BETEP TOUHO CoyBaJ MAyTHHY C €€ MaJICHbKOTO MO3ra
U OXUBJISLI €€.

Ona mouTH Bech JeHb MPOBea Ha CBEKeM BO3yXe M KOTJa ceja yKHHATh Be4epoM, TO Obuia
OUeHb TOJIO/IHAS, COHHASI U YYBCTBOBAJIA IPUATHYIO YCTAJIOCTb.

Omna He paccepnuiach, Korga Mapra Hauaia 0oTaTh, U 9yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €U Jaxe MPUATHO
CIIyIIaTh €e; HAKOHEI] OHA Pellnyia 3aJaTh ei OIMH BOMpoc. 3aaia OHa ero Mmocje yKUHA, YCeBIIUCh
Ha KOBpE Ipe]] KAMHUHOM.

— INouemy muctep KpaBeH Tak He JTIOOUT 3TOT caji? — CIPOCHIA OHA.
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Ona 3acraBuiia MapTy octaThes TOCiIe YKWHA, 1 Mapra He npotuBuiach. OHa ObUla OYeHb
MOJIOJIa, TPUBBIKJIA K KU3HU B KOTTEIKE, TIOJTHOM OpaTheB U cecTep, U el ObUIO0 OYeHb CKyYHO BHU3Y,
B OIPOMHO¥ JTI0JICKOM. MapTa JiroOuiia ToroBOpUTh, a 3Ta CTPaHHAsI IEBOYKA, KoTopas xwia B Hauu
Y IMeJIa YepHBIX CIyT, OblIa 111 MapThl 0COOEHHO TIPUBJIEKATEeIbHOW HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycenach Ha KOBpe Y KAMUHA, HE TOKUIAsICh TIPUTTIALICHUS.

— Tol Bee emmie gymaerb 00 3ToM cafe? — cripociiia oHa. — Tak 51 u 3Hasa. To ke camoe ObLIO
Y CO MHOM, KOT/Ia 5 BIIEPBbIE YCIIbIIIANA 00 9TOM.

— Ilouemy oH ero Tak HeHaBujIe? — HacTauBaia Mepu.

Mapra nomxkana roj cedst HOTM U ycesach Moya0OHeH.

—Iocnymmaii-ka, Kak BeTep BOeT BOKPYT JIOMa, — CKa3ajia OHa. — Thl Ternephb He MOTJIa Obl yCTOSITh
Ha HOrax, €CJIM OBl BHIIIUIA B CTEID!

— Ilouemy xe OH ero Tak HeHaBujen?! — onsATh cnpocwia Mepu. OHa XoTena y3HaTh 3TO,
pa3 Mapra To)e 3HaJa.

Mepu crana BbIKJIaIbIBaTh MIPE]] HEIO CBOM 3amac CBEACHUM.

— IMomum, — ckazana oHa, — MUCCUC MeJIOK MpHKa3aia He pa3roBapuBaTh 00 3TOM. 3ech
€CTb MHOTO€, O UeM HeJb3sl pasroBapuBarh. TakoBbl NpuKka3aHusi muctepa Kpapena. OH roBopwur,
4TO €ro HeCUacThs — He Halle 1es1o. Ecim Obl He 3TOT cafl, OH Obl He ObLI TAKUM. DTO OBUI CaJi MUCCHUC
KpaBeH; ero pazowmim, Koraa OHM TOJIBKO YTO MoBeHYa rch. OHA OUeHb JIIOOWIA 3TOT caj, U OHU
BMECTe YXaKUBaJIM 32 IIBETaMH; HU OIHOTO CAJOBHUKA HE MycKau B caja. Muctep KpaBeH ¢ xeHoit
YXOJWJTH B CaJI, 3aTBOPSLITA 32 COOOM KAJIUTKY U IO TeJIbIM YacaM CHJICITH TaM, pa3roBaprBasi M YMTasl.
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Oma ObL1a MOJIOZIEHbKAsI, COBCEM JieBouKa! B cajly cTosiio ctapoe IepeBo C COTHYTOM BETBbIO,
Bporie ckameiku. OHa rocainiia BOKPYT HEro po3bl M BCETia chesia Ha 3Tor BeTBU. OIHaK/Ibl, KOTaa
OHA TaM cujesa, BeTBb CIOMajach, OHAa yMaja Ha 3eMJII0 U TaK CHJIbHO YIIMOIAch, YTO HAa3aBTpa
yMepia.

JlokTopa JiymManu, 9YTo OH COMJIET C yMa U Toxe yMpeT. [103ToMy-TO OH Tak HEHABHIWUT 3TOT
cag. C Tex mop TyJaa HUKTO He 3aXOIWI, U OH HUKOMY He MO3BOJISIET AaXe TOBOPUTH O HEM.

Mepu Gosbitie He 3a1aBasia BorrpocoB. OHa cMOTpea Ha KpacHOe IiamMsl U IIPUCITYIINBAJIACh
K BOIO BETpa, KOTOPBIH 3aBbIBAJI BCE IPOMYE.

B 3Ty MUHYTY ¢ Hell MPOMCXOAWIO HEYTO OYEHb XOpoIllee. DTO CIyvaaoch C HEel0 ykKe B ueT-
BEPTHII pa3 Cc TeX Mop, Kak oHa mnpuexana. [lepBoe ObLIO TO, KOrza el MoKa3aaoch, YTO OHA MOHsIA
MaJIMHOBKY, 2 MAJIMHOBKA €e; BTOpOe, YTO OHa Oeraja Ha CBEXEM BO3/yXe, IOKa He pa3ropesach
ee KpOBb; TPEThE, YTO OHA BIEPBbIC B KM3HMU MCIBITAIA HACTOSIIMI TOJIOM; Y€TBEPTOE, KOI/a OHa
TMIOHS1JIA, YTO 3HAYUT MOXKaJIeTh KOro-Huoyap. OHa enana ycrexu.

[pucnymmBasch K BOIO BETpa, OHA CTajla MPHUCITYHIMBAThCsA elle K yemy-1o. OHa He 3Haia,
YTO 3TO OBLJIO, TOTOMY UYTO CHAYaJIa €Ba MOIJIa OTIIMYUTH TO OT 3aBbIBAHMS BETpa. DTO ObUI CTPaH-
HBII 3BYK — Ka3aJ0ch, OYITO Tie-To IUiakan peOGeHoK. MHoraa camplii 3ByK BeTpa MOXOOWII Ha T1ad
pebeHka; Ho Mepu cKopo pa3zo0pasia, U4To 3BYK pa3ziaBajics B IoMe, a He BHe jioMa. OH pa3gaBajics
I7Ie-TO OYeHb JJAJIeKO, HO BHYTpH Joma. OHa oOepHyach M ocMoTpena Ha Mapry.

— ThI cAbIIUIIb, KAaK KTO-TO IJIAUeT? — CIPOCHJIA OHA.

Mapra Bapyr cMyTuach.

— Her, — otBeTnna ona, — 310 Betep. VIHOrma kaxercs, Kak OyATO KTO-TO 3a0IyIUIICS B CTENN
U TIJ1aYeT.

— Ho nocnymaii, — ckazana Mepu. — 1o rie-To B IoMe, B OAHOM U3 STUX JJIMHHBIX KOPUIOPOB.

B 31y MuHYTY rie-TO BHU3Y, OYEBUHO, OTKPBLIH IBEPb: CUJIbHBIN BETEP BOPBAJICS B KOPUOP,
W IBCPb KOMHAThI, II€ OHU CUACIH, C TPECKOM OTBOPUJIACH. O06e OHM BCKOYWIN Ha HOI'd, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT CBET I0Tac, ¥ 3BYK IUIavya MPOHECCs M0 KOpUIopy, Oosee SIBCTBEHHBIN, YeM Mpexk/e.

— Bor! Cupimmms! — BocksmkHyna Mepu. — S tebe ropopuia! DT0 KTO-TO IJIavyeT, U TO
HE B3POCJIBII YEJIOBEK.

Mapra noadesxana K IBEpH, 3aTBOPUJIA €e U TIOBEpHY/Ia KJII0Y; HO MPEkX/e YeM OHa ycriena
chesnaTh 3TO, OHHM YCJIBIIIAIM, KaK B OOHOM M3 KOPUIOPOB C IIIYMOM 3aXJIOIHYJIaCh IBEPb, ¥ TIOTOM
BCE CTUXJIO; Jaske BETep Ha HECKOJIBbKO CEKYH/] IIEPECTall BbITh.

— Dr0 OBUI BeTep, — YNpsIMO cKazaia MapTa. — A eciu He BeTep, TO MaJIeHbKasi CyI0OMOWKa,
Bertu. ¥V Hee 1ienblil JeHb 60N 3yOBI.

Kaxkoe-To cTpaHHOE 3aMeIlaTeNbCTBO B € MaHepax 3acTaBujio Mepy MpHUCTaIbHO B3IJISHYTh
Ha Hee. Eii mokazasnock, 4to Mapra He TOBOPUT MpaBpl.
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I'masa VII

Ha cnepyrommin aeHp JOXIb W TUBMS, M KOrja Mepu BBIIVISIHY/IA U3 OKHA, CTENU MOYTH
He BUIHO ObLJIO M3-3a Ceporo TyMaHa. B Takoii JeHb Helb3s1 ObUIO BBIATH.

— Yro BbI JIes1a€Te B BallleM KOTTeke, KOra UAET TAKOM 10k Ab? — cripocuiia oHa Mapry.

— Crapaemcs He onacTb pyr APYry MO HOTH, — 0TBeTUs1a Mapra. — Bep Hac Tak MHOTrO! Math
OueHb 100pasi, HO U OHA TepsieT TeprieHue. Crapie IeTu UAyT Urpath B xJjieB. A JIukoH He oOpa-
11aeT HUKAKOro BHUMAaHMSI Ha JJOXK/Ib — OH BCE PaBHO YXOOUT, KaK U B COJIHEYHBIN ieHb. OH TOBOPHUT,
YTO B AOXK/b BUJIUT BCE TO, UTO HE MOKA3BIBAETCS B SICHYIO [TOTOAY.

Pa3 oH Hamien masieHbKYIO JIMCMUKY, KOTOpasi 4YyTh HE YTOHYyJia B CBO€ HOpE, U MPUHEC €€
JOMOM 32 Ma3yXou, 4ToOb OTorpeTh. CTapyio JIUCYy yOUIIH HEMoIaIeKy, a HOPY 3aTOIWJIO, U OCTaJIbHbIS
JeTeHbIN YyTOHYIM. OHa U Tenepb y Hero.

A elie pa3 OH HallleJl MaJICHbKYIO BOPOHY, TOXe IPUHEC JOMOI U npupy4mil. 30ByT ee Caxa,
MOTOMY YTO OHa OYEHb YepHasi, M OHA MOBCIOAY CKAyeT U JIETAET CJIEIOM 32 HUM.

K stomy Bpemenu Mepu yxe niepectasia OTHOCUTBCSI HeAPYKeM0OHO K (haMIITbsIPHBIM Pas3ro-
BopaM Maptbl. OHa Jaxxe cTrajga HaxOIUTh MX MHTEPECHBIMU U Kasesa, korga Mapra yxoauna. Pac-
CKa3bl ee aild, Koraa oHa xuia B VIHAMU, COBEPIIIEHHO He MOXOAWIM Ha paccKa3bl MapThl O CTEITHOM
KOTTE/Xe, T B YEThIpEX KOMHATAX IMOMEIAIOCh YEThIPHA/ILIATh YEJIOBEK, KOTOPbIE HUKOI/Ia HE Hae-
JATMCh JJOCHITA.

— Ecnu 6 y MeH# Obuia JMCHYKa WM BOPOH, 51 ObI MOIJIA UTpaTh ¢ HUMU, — cKa3aia MepwH, —
HO Y MEHsI HUKOTO HeT.

— Tol Bs13aTh yMeelb? — cripocuia Mapra.

— Her! — ckazana Mepu.

— A b ymeemn?

— Her!

— A uuraTh ymeeun?

— Ja.

— Tak noyeMy ke Thbl HE YUTAEIIb WM HE TIOYUMIIbCS CKJIaIbIBATh ?

— ¥V MeHs HeT KHUT, — ckazana Mepu. — Te, uto y MeHs ObLIH, ocTanuch B MHaum.

— Ouenb kanb! — ckazana Mapta. — Eciu 6 muccuc Menok no3Bosnuia tebe BOWTH B OUOIMo-
Teky! Tam Thicsiya KHHUT!
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Mepwu He cripocuiia, re rmomenaiach OMOIMOTeKa, TOTOMY YTO B TOJIOBE ee OJieCHY/1a HOBast
MBICITb. OHa pelmiia camMa OThICKaTh OMOIMOTEKy. MBICITH 0 MUCCHUC Me/IJIOK HUUYTh He CMYITaja ee.
Muccuc Meuiok TIOUTH BCerja Cujesia B CBOEH YIOTHOM KOMHATe BHHU3Y. B 3TOM cTpaHHOM JioMe
HUKOTO He ObLIO, KpOME CITYT, KOTOPBIE B OTCYTCTBHE TOCTIOIWHA KU BOJILHOM JKU3HBIO B HIKHEM
9Taxe, rJe MoMellalach OrpOMHast KyXHsl, YBelllaHHas OJiecTAIIeld MeHOW M OJIOBSHHOM MOCY/IOH,
1 GOJbIIAs CTOIOBAS JJISI CITYT.

Mepwu perynsipHO TIPUCHUTANIN 3aBTPaK, oOed 1 yXuH. MapTa mpuciayXuBaia eid, HO HUKOMY
He ObLIO 0 Hee HU MaJierinero jaena. Muccrc Memiok 3axonuia K Held pa3 B JIeHb WM B JBA JIHS,
HO HHMKTO He cripammBay Mepu, 9TO OHa JejlaeT, M HUKTO He TOBOPWJI €H, UTO el Hajo JesaTh.
Omna nymasia, 4To 3TO, BEPOSITHO, ObUT aHIJTUHCKHIA 00BIYail — TAK OTHOCUTBCA K jieTsam. B Vuauu et
BCer/ia MPUCITyKUBaJIa ee aild, KOTopast XOIUJIa CJIEIOM 3a Hell M UCTIOJHSIA BCe ee KeJlaHW s, U OYCHb
yacto ee o0riecTBo Hajoenano Mepu. Terneps ke HUKTO 32 HEIO HE XOIWII, U OHA TIPUYUYUIIACh Ofie-
BaThCs Cama, TIOTOMY YTO KaX[IbIi pa3, KOrja OHa XOTesa, YTOObI ee OJIeNIv WJTU MOJTU YTO-HUOY b,
y Mapthb! ObUT Tako# BUJ, Kak OyATO OHa cuuTana Mepu oueHb TIIyNoi U OeCTOIKOBOM.

— Pa3Be y Te0s yma Het? — cnipocmiia Mapra ogHaxabl, Korna Mepu cTosiia 1 kJiania, IoKa OHa
el HajieHeT nepuatku. — Hamra Cro3aH BjBoe cCMbIIIIeHee TeOs, a el Bcero ueThipe roaa. MiHorma Teli
KaKeIlIbCsI COBCEM TTYITBIIIIKOM.

IMoce aToro Mepu 11eJTbIf Yac qysiach, HO 3TO BO3OYAWIO B HEW MHOTO HOBBIX MBICTICH.

[Tocne Toro kak Mapra nogmerna noj U yiuia BHU3, Mepu elie OKoJIo AeCSTH MUHYT CTOsiIa
y OKHa; OHa OblIa 3aHsATa TOW HOBOUM MBICIIBIO, KOTOpAsi IBUJIACh Y Hee, KOrja OHa yCblaia o Ouo-
nvoteke. Jlo camoii OMOMOTeKH eii ObIII0 MaJIo Aejia, IOTOMY 4TO i He OUeHb-TO XOTEJIOCh YUTATh,
HO pa3roBOP O HeWl HAMIOMHUJI €l paccKa3 O COTHE KOMHAT C 3aTBOPEHHbIMU JBepsiMu. OHa Tymala,
Ha CaMOM JI¥ JieJie BCe OHU 3arepThl U 4TO Obl OHA YBHUJIENA, eC/I Obl MOTJIa BOMTH B OJJHY U3 KOMHAT.
Heyxemun ux 6bu1a cotsi? [Touemy Obl e He TIOMTH MOCMOTPETh, CKOJIbKO OHA HACUMTAET?

Ee HuKOr1a He yumIv CripamvBaTth MO3BOJICHUS C/IeNIaTh YTO-HUOYIb, OHA HE 3HAJIA, YTO 3HAYUT
aBTOPUTET, U €l He MOIJIa IPUITU B TOJIOBY MbIC/Ib CIIPOCUTH NO3BOJIEHUS MUCCHC MeaJIok, aaxe
ecau O OHa ee yBUjIea.

Ona oTBOpWMJIa /ABEPb, BHIILIA B KOPUAOP M MYCTHIACh OpOOUTh. DTO ObLT JITMHHBIA KOPH-
J0p, U3 KOTOPOTO IILTH eIlle APYTUe; el MPUIILIOCh MOJHATHCS Ha HECKOJIBKO CTyIIEHel, TTOTOM ellie
Ha Heckobko. [ToBclony ObUTM IBEpH, JBEPH, a HAa CTEHAX BHCENIU KapTHHBL VIHOrma Ha HUX ObUIH
M300pakeHbl CTPAHHBIC TEMHBIE JaHAMAPTH, HO TIO OOJIBIIEN YaCTh 3TO ObLIM MOPTPETHl MYKIHH
Y JIaM B CTPAHHBIX TBIIITHBIX KOCTIOMAaX U3 aTiaca u 6apxara.

CKOpo OHa OYYTUJIAChH B JIIMHHOW Tajiepee, CTeHbl KOTOPOU OBLTH CIUIOIIb YBEIIaHbl TAKUMU
noprperamu. OHa HUKOT/Ia HEe JyMaJia, YTO UX MOXKET ObITh TAKOE MHOXKECTBO B OJIHOM JIOME.

Omna Me[JIeHHO TTPOIILIACh TIO rajiepee, TSIl Ha JIMIa IOPTPETOB, KOTOPbIE, Ka3aJIoCh, TIISIICITN
Ha Hee. Eif aynmioch, OyATO OHU YIUBIISIOTCS, YTO JeBOYKA W3 MIHIUKM OUyTHIach Y HUX B JIOME.

49



®. Bépnerr. «TanHCTBEHHBIN caj1»

Tawm ObLIM ¥ TOPTPETHI ACTEH — IEBOUYEK B TSIKEJIBIX ATJIACHBIX IIAThSIX, JOXOAMBIIMX 10 CAMOTO
10JIa, ¥ MaJIbYMKOB C JJTMHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, B KPY’KEBHBIX BOPOTHHKAX.

OHa Bceraa OCTaHABIMBAJIACH Y TIOPTPETOB AETeH, Jymasi O TOM, KaK WX 3Bajd, KyJa OHU
WCYE3J M ¥ TIOYeMy HOCWJIM TaKylo CTpaHHYI0 ofexay. OIuH NopTpeT n300pakall YOMOpHYI0 HEeKpa-
CHBYIO JIEBOUKY, ITOXOXKYI0 Ha Hee camoe. Ha Hell ObUIO 3e/eHoe I71a3eTOBOe IUIaThe, a Ha Talblie
cHJen 3eJIeHbIi onyraid. B3rsa y Hee ObUT OCTPBIH U JIIOOOTBITHBIMA.

— I'me TBI Tenepp kuBenib? — rpoMKo cripocuiia ee Mepu. — S Obl xoTena, YToObI TH ObLIA
Tenepb 371€Ch.

Hu omna neBouka, BEepOsITHO, HMKOr[a He MPOBOAMIA BpeMs Tak crpaHHO. Eil kasasocs,
YTO BO BCEM I'POMAJHOM JIOMe ObLIa TOJBKO OJHA OHA — MaJIeHbKas AEBOYKA B YEPHOM ILIATHUIIE,
OpoaMBILIAsl BHU3 U BBEPX IO JIECTHHULIAM, T10 IIMPOKUM WM Y3KMM KOPHIOPaM, TI0 KOTOPBIM HHKTO,
KpoMe Hee, HUKOTJa He XOIHJL.

Ecnu 6bI10 MOCTPOEHO CTOJIBKO KOMHAT, TO B HUX, BEPOSTHO, JKHJIM JIIOU KOTIA-TO, HO TEeTieph
MOBCIOY OBUIO TaK ITyCTO, YTO €l He BEPUJIOCh, OYIITO 3TO MOIJIO OBITh TaK HA CAMOM JIeJie.

Korza oHa moOpasiack 10 BTOPOro sTaxa, el B3AyMaloch NMOBEPHYTh PYYKY OJHOW U3 JiBe-
peii. Bce 1Bepu ObLM 3aTBOPEHBI, Kak €l ckazaia Muccrc MeJioK, U OHa B3sUI1ach 32 YUKy OTHOM
1 noBepHyna ee. OHa HEMHOTO MCIyrajach, KOra MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO PyYKa IOBEPHYJIACh OUEHb
JIETKO M YTO TIPH NEPBOM TOTUKE Cama JBEPb MEUICHHO U TSKEJIO OTBOPUJIACh. DTO ObTA MACCHB-
Hasl IBEpb, KOTOpasi Bejla B OoMbIIyIo criayibHio. Ha crenax Obuin TKaHble 000H, a OKOJIO CTEH CTOsIa
MeOesb ¢ MHKpYCTalMell — Takas, Kakylo oHa 4acto Buaana B Muguu. I1Inpokoe OKHO CBUHIIOBBIM
MEePEeIUIeTOM BBIXOOWJIO B CTElb, & HaJ KAMUHOM BHCEJ ellle OJUH MOPTPET YOHOPHOU HEKPaCHBON
J€BOYKH, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJIOCh, ITIsi/ie1a C OGJIBIINAM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, YEM TPEkIE.

— BoiTh MOXeT, OHa Koria-HUOY/Ib criaja 371ech, — ckazana Mepu. — OHa Tak CMOTPHT Ha MeHS,
9TO 51 ceOsI IyBCTBYIO KAK-TO CTPAHHO.
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[Nocne 3TOro oHa OTKphLIA e1lie HECKOJIBKO BEPEid, TOTOM ellle HeCKOoIbKo. OHa BUIEsIa CTOIBKO
KOMHAT, YTO Havaja yCTaBaTh, M PEIIna, YTO UX, BEPOSATHO, OblIA COTHS, XOTSI OHA M HE CUMTAJIA.
Bo Bcex koMHaTax ObLTM CTapble KAPTUHBI MUK CTapble TKaHble 000 CO CTPAHHBIMHU H300paKEHUSIMH,
Y TOYTH B KaXI0U KOMHaTe Obljla CTpaHHasi MeOeslb ¥ CTPaHHbIE YKpalleHHsl.

B onHO# KOMHaTe, TIOX0Xel Ha JaMCKuid Oyayap, 000u ObLTH OapXaTHBIE, a B IIKA(UYHMKE CTOSIIO
OKOJIO COTHU MaJICHBKHX CJIOHOB, BRITOUEHHBIX U3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTH. Bce OHM ObLIH pa3IMyHON BeJH-
YMHBI, ¥ Y HEKOTOPHIX HA CIIMHAX ObUIM MAJJAHKWHBI WM TIOTOHIIMKY. MepH BUjesa TaKue BeIuIKU
B MHOuU; OTKpBIB /IBEph IIKa(dumrKa, OHA CTaja Ha MAJCHbKYI0O CKAMEEUKy M Havyaja Urpath UMH.
Korga eii 310 Ha/10€710, OHa paccTaBUIIA CIIOHOB B IPEKHEM MOPSIIKE U 3aTBOPHJIA ABEPD IIKA(UHKA.

Bpozst o 1MHHBIM KOPUIOPaM U HEKUIJIBIM KOMHATaM, OHAa He BCTPETUIIA HU OTHOTO KUBOTO
CyILIECTBa, HO B 3TOI KOMHATe yBHJaJa ero.

[Tocne Toro kak JeBoYKa 3aTBOpWJIA JBEpIly IKaduuKa, OHA YCIblIaja KaKOU-TO JIETKUI
mopox. OHa BCKOUYMJIA U CTajla OCMAaTpUBaTh CTOSIBIIMN Y KaMUHA JVBaH, OTKY/A STOT IOPOX CIIbI-
mrasncs. B yry nuBana jiexana 6apxatHasi TOMYIIKa, B KOTOPOU ObLIa JbIpa, a U3 9TOU JbIPbI BBHITJIS-
IbIBajia KPOXOTHAsSI TOJIOBKA C TIAPOU UCITYyTaHHBIX TJ1a3.

Mepu OCTOPOKHO TMOJOILIA MOMIsAAETh. brecTsmye rna3za npuHaIekani MaaeHbKOW cepoit
MBIIIIM, KOTOpast MPOrphI3Jia JAbIpy B MOAYIIKE U YCTPOMJIA TaM Kuibe. Bosie Hee Jiekaso 1mectepo
CITSIIIUX MBIITIAT.

— Eci Ob1 OHU He UCITyTaJInCh, 1 ObI MX B3sJIa ¢ cOOOM, — cKa3ana Mepu.

Ona Tak gonro 6poaua 1Mo oMy, YTO OUeHb ycTalla M BepHy/1ach oOpaTHo. [IBa-Tpu pa3a oHa
3a0JTyAusIach, TIOBEPHYB HE Ty/a, Ky/a CJIeI0Bajo, U e MPHUIILIOCh OpPOANTD B3aJ1 U BIIEpe[ 10 KOpH-
JopaMm, TIOKa OHa He Tomasa B TOT, Kyda eil Hamo OblIo. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA OYyTHJIACh HA TOM
Take, IJie Kujaa, HO Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHUU OT CBOEW KOMHATHI M HE Cpa3y Morjia pa3ooparb,
I7ie OHa HaXOJWJIACh.

— MHe kaxertcsi, s1 OISITh NMOBEPHYJIA HE TyJa, KyAa CIeJOBaJIO, — CKa3zaja OHa BCIYX, CTOS
B KOHIIE KOPOTKOTO KOPHOpa C TKAHBIMK 000sIMU Ha cTeHax. — He 3Haio, kyaa uary. Kak tixo Bciogy!

Oma emre cTosila TaM U He ycriena elne KOHUUTh (ppasbl, KaK THIIMHY BAPYT HApPYIIWI 3BYK.
370 OnATH ObUT KPUK, HO HEMOXOKUI HAa TOT, KOTOPBIA OHA CIIBIIIANA MPOILION HOYBID. DTO ObUI
OTPBIBUCTHINA KPUK — KAPU3HBIN BU3T peOCHKA, TIOTy3aryIeHHbIN CTeHAMH.

— Dro OnMKe, yeM ObUIO Toraa, — cKazana Mepw, cepiile KOTOpo 3a0iI0Ch CUJTbHEE, — M 3TO
r1ad. — OHa HeYastHHO JOTPOHYJIACh PYKOM JI0 KOBpa U UCITyTaHHO OTCKOYMJIa Ha3al. KoBep npukphbI-
BaJI cOOO0I0 ABEPb, KOTOPAsi OTBOPUJIACK; 32 ITOH JIBEPHIO OBLIO MPOIOIKEHNE KOPUAOPA, IO KOTOPOMY
nuia Muccuc MeJyiok co CBSI3KOH KJTIOYEH B PyKe U C CEPIMTHIM BbIpaKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— ToI 9TO 37€CH AENMaeNb? — CIPOCUIIA OHA, CXBATUB MepH 3a pyKy U OTTAIIMB €€ B CTOPOHY. —
51 uro Tebe roBopuia?

— 51 noBepHyIa HE B TOT KOPUI0p, — 00bsiCHUIa Mepu. — § He 3Hasa, KyJa UITH, U YCTIbIIIaa,
YTO KTO-TO IJTa4eT.

B a1y MuHyTYy OHa BO3HeHaBH Ieaa MrccuC MeIJIOK, HO B CIIEYIONTYI0 MUHYTY BO3HEHABHU IEIa
ee erre OoJbIIe.

— Tl HAYETO TaKOrO He CbIXala, — CKasaia SKoHoMKa. — [oiau k cebe B AETCKYI0, HE TO 5
TeOs1 OTIIEpy 32 YIIH.

Omna cxBaruiia ee 3a pyKy, Taiia ¥ TOJIKasi Mo KOPUIOPY, MOKa, HAKOHEIl, He BTOJIKHYJIA B ee
COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

— A Teriepb, — CKa3aJia OHa, — Thl JIyUIlle CHJIH, TJIie TPUKa3aHo, He To Tebs 3anpyT. Muctep Kpa-
BEH JIOJIKEH B35Th TeOe I'YBEpPHAHTKY, Kak oOemal. 3a ToOOi HaIo CTPOro MPUCMATPUBATh, & Y MEHS
Y Tak pabOThI IOBOJIHHO.

Omna BbIlIUIa U3 KOMHATHI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB JIBepblo. Mepu cena Ha KOBep BO3JIe KaMHHa,
Bcs OnenHas oT rHeBa. OHa He 3aruiakalia, HO 3acKpexeTasa 3yoamu.

— Kro-10 naakaa... naakan... naaxkan, — ckazana ona cede camoi.
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Omna gBask/1bl CIIBIIANIA KPHIK U PEIIna, YTO KOTIa-HUOY/Ab y3HAET, B UueM Jiesio. B 310 yTpo oHa
yXxe y3Hasa MHoroe. OHa 4yBCcTBOBasIa ce0si Tak, Oy/ATO COBEpIIMIA JJTMHHOE MyTEIIECTBUE U, BO BCSI-
KOM CJlyyae, HEMHOTO pa3BJIeKJIach: OHA ycIela MOMIpaTh KOCTSAHBIMU CJIOHAMU U BUJEJA CEPYIO
MBIIIIb C IETEHBIIIIAMHU B HOPKE B OApXaTHOM MOAYIIIKE.
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I'nasa VIII

Yepes aBa H# 10ciie 3TOro, Koraa Mepu NpocHy/Iach yTpoM, OHA Ceiuac ke ceja B IMOCTeNn
u no3Basna Mapry:

— INocmotpu-Ka Ha crenb! ITocmoTpu-Ka.

Jlox b ipeKpatuics, a oblaka yHecsIo BeTpoM. Betep Toxke yTUX, HaJl CTETTbIO BBICUJICS SIPKO-
roiy0oii cBo HeOa. Mepy HUKOra Jaxe He CHUJIOCh, 4YTO HeOo ObIBaeT Takoe romyboe. B Mumun
HeOo Beer/ia ObUIO TOYHO pacKajieHHOE, a 3[1eCh OHO OBbLIO TAKOTO SIPKO-TOTyOOro IBETa, YTO Ka3aJloch
KaKUM-TO YYJHBIM, OJIECTSIIUM, Oe3IOHHBIM 03€pOM; TaM U CsIM, BBICOKO B 9TOM TOJIyOOM CBOIIE,
HOCHJIVICh MaJIeHbKHe OeJible repucTbie oOnauka. [1upokuit mpocTop crenu Toxe ObLT MATKO-TOJY-
00i1, a He MPaYHO-OArPSHBIN WK CEPBIiL.

— Ha, Oyps mporuia, — paJiocTHO cKaszana Mapra. — Beerna ObiBaeT Tak B 3TO BpeMsl rojia —
3a HOYb BCE TIPOXOJIUT, Kak OyaTo Oypy HUKOTIA He ObLIIO M HUKOTJa He OyneT. To IOTOMY, YTO BeCHa
upet. OHa elle Jajieko, HO BCe-TaKU HJIET.

— A g nymana, 4to B AHIVIMU BCerJa JOXIb U BCErja XMypo, — ckazana Mepu.

— O, ner! — ckazana Mapra. — B I710p1<m1/1pe, KOorzma SICHO, TO siCHee, YeM Be3Je Ha CBETeE.
41 TebGe roBopumIIa, YTO THI IPUBHIKHEIIIL M CTAHEIIIb JIIOOUTH CTeMb. Thl TOJIBKO MOJOKIN — YBUIHIIIb,
KaK 3allBETYT 30JIOTUCTBIN JIPOK, ¥ BEPECK, U ITypITypHbIe KOJOKOJIBUUKH; CTAHYT MOPXaTh 0a00UKH,
3aXKyKKaT TTUEITBl U 3alol0T KaBOPOHKH. Toraa Tebe 3axouercsi BCTaTh HA PaccBeTe W OBITH LIEITBIH
JEeHb B CTEIH, KaK AejiaeT Hail JIMKOH.

— A MoxHO OyfieT MHe MOUTH Tyaa? — C IIOOOIBITCTBOM CIipocuiia Mepu, IIsi/isi B OKHO Ha roJty-
60i1 IpocTOP.

— He 3Hato, — orBeTmsia Mapra. — MHe Kaxercsi, 4TO Thl OT POAY He MOJIb30BalacCh CBOUMU
HOTaMH, Thl He MOIJIa OBl POTH MATHA MIJIb. [I0 HaIlllero KoTreaxa Belb MTh MUTb.

— MHe xotenoch Obl BUIETh Balll KOTTE/IXK, — CKa3aia Mepw.

Mapra ¢ cexyHay NpUCTaJIbHO IUIsijieNia Ha Hee, TOTOM CHOBA B3sIach 32 CBOM ILETKH M CTasia
YUCTUTh KaMUHHYIO perieTky. OHa mogymaia, 4to B 9Ty MUHYTY MajleHbKO€ HEKPaCHBOE JIMYMKO
J€BOYKH BOBCE HE Ka3aJOCh TAKUM KHUCJIBIM, KaK B TO YTPO, KOIJla OHA BIIEPBbIE YBU/IENA €€.

— 41 cripomry Moo Math, — cka3asiia oHa. — OHa Bcerja Haijer crnocod caenarb YTo HaJo.
CeroaHst — MOl ieHb, U MeHs1 OTIYyCKaloT JoMoil. 1 oueHb paga! Muccuc Menjiok o4eHb yBakaer
MOIO MaTh, MOXET ObITh, OHA C HEIO TIOTOBOPHT.

— 51 mo6mo TBOIO MaTh, — cKkazana Mepwu.

— Eme 6b1! — ckazana Mapra, mpojiokasi YuCTHTb.

— 4 ee HuKorga He BUIaNa, — ckazaina Mepu.
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— Koneuno, Het, — otBeTmiia Mapra, — HO OHa Takasi yMHasi, padotsimasi, 1o0pasi, onpsiTHas,
YTO ee JoOAT BCce, KTO BUEN U KTO He Buen. Korza s vy TOMO# 1Mo CTenH, 5 MphIraio OT pagocTH.

— 41 mo6mo u /IukoHa, — no6aBmia Mepu, — a 1 M er0 HUKOT/Ia He BUAJIA.

— 1 yxe roBopmiia Tebe, — ropzo ckasasia Mapra, — 4To ero JoOsT U NITHLIBL, U 3ai1bl, ¥ AUKHAE
OBLIBI, U JIA)E JIMCHIIBL. 3Haellb JIM, O YeM s Aymaio, — J00aBUjIa OHA, COCPENOTOYEHHO IJIsiIs
Ha JIEBOUKY, — IIOHPaBUJIACh Obl Tl JJMKOHY MM HeT?

— He nonpaBuiacek Obl, — ckazasia Mepu CBOMM YOTOPHBIM, XOJIOAHBIM TOHOM. — § HUKOMY
HE HPABJIIOCh.

— A cama ce0Oe ThI HpaBHIIIbCsI? — cripocuiia Mapra, Kak OyaTo eil Ha caMoM Jiejie Hafio ObLIOo
3HATh 3TO.

Mepu ¢ cekyHIy Konebanach, Kak Obl 0OyMbIBast OTBET.

—Her... coBcem He HpaBIIOCh, — OTBETMIIA OHA. — HO /10 cux mop 51 HUKOraa He Aymaia 00 STOM.

Mapra yuuia, kak Tojbko mnopgana Mepu ee 3aBTpak. Eil mpeiacrosyio MpodTH MATh MUIIb
IO CTENH, YTOOBI T0OPAThCS IO CBOETO KOTTE/IKA.

3Has, yto Mapta ynuia, Mepu nmouyBcTBoBajia ce0si 0COOEHHO OMUHOKOM. OHa OBICTPO BhIOE-
’Kaja B caj] M cHavasia oOexana Iecsath pa3 BOKpYr (poHTaHa; el crasio HeMHoro Becesnee. [lorom oHa
OTHPaBWIACH B (DPYKTOBBIN caj U TaM yBujesla beHa, KoTopblid paboTa ¢ AByMS IPyTrMMH Ca/IOBHU-
kamu. [lepemeHa morozpl, 04€BUIHO, XOPOIIO MOAEWCTBOBAJIA HA HETO, M OH caM 3aroBOpuJ ¢ Mepu.

— Becna uger, — ckaszas oH. — Yyenib ee 3anax?

Mepwu noHioxasia Bo31yX.

— ITaxHeT yemM-TO XOpOIIIUM, CBEKMM U BJIaXHBIM, — CKa3ajia OHa.

— D710 3eMIIell maxHeT, — 0ObsICHUI BeH. — BOH TaM, B IIBETHUKAX, CKOPO BCE 3alIeBEIUTCS
B TeMHoTe, noj 3emyiell. ColHIe IpeeT, U Thl YBUIUIIb, KAK U3-T0J] 3eMJIM CKOPO CTAHYT IMOKAa3bl-
BaThCs 3€JICHbIe OCTPHSI. . .

— A 4ro 310 Oyzer? — cipocuina Mepu.

— IloacHexkHUKHU, HApIWICCHI. .. Thl MX KOTIa-HUOYIb BUena?

— Her. B naun Bce 3ejieHO, U TEIUIO, M BJIAKHO MOCJE TOKaerd. MHe KakeTcs, 4YTO TaM Bce
BBIPACTAET B OJIHY HOYb.

— Her, 310 He BBIpacTeT B O/IHY HOUb, — cKa3as beH. — Tebe mpuaeTcs K aaTh U CIEIUTh!

— byny, — orBetuna Mepu.

Ckopo oHa ycIiblIiaja MSATKUil IeIecT KPbUTbEeB U Cpasy J10rajayiach, YTO ITO OMSTh MPUIIeTeNa
MaimHoBKa. OHa OblTa OYeHb XJIONOTIIMBA M Becelia, Mphbirajia Bo3jie caMbIX HOI Mepu M, CKJIOHUB
TOJIOBKY HaOOK, TaK XUTPO TJIsesIa Ha Hee, uTo Mepu cnipocwiia beHa:

— Bl nymaere, oHa MEHSI IOMHUT ?

— Iomuut mu! — Herogyole BOCKIUKHY beH. — [la oHa 3HaeT BCSIKYI0 KOUEpPBIKKY B OBpare,
He TOJbKO Jmofei. OHa 3/1ech HUKOT/Ia He BUJalla MaJIEeHbKOW JEBOYKH, U €l XOUeTCsl BCe pa3y3HaTb
po TeO4. ..
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— A B TOM cajly, IJie OHa JKMBET, TOKe BCe MIeBEJIMTCs Moj1 3eMiieii? — cpocuiia Mepu.

— B kakom cany? — npoBopyast beH, onsiTh CTaB yrproMbIM.

— A Ttam, re po3oBble KYCThl. — Mepu He MOIJIa yIepkaTbCs OT STOro0 BOIMPOCa, IOTOMY YTO
el CTpaIIHO XOTeJIOCh y3HaTh. — TaM Bce LBETH YMEPIIHM WM HEKOTOPhIE OKHMBAIOT JIETOM? A PO3bI
Tam ecThb?

— Cripocu y Hee, — cka3an beH, TBUHYB IJIeYOM B HANpaBJICHUH MaJIMHOBKY. — OHA OffHA 3TO
3HaeT. TaM yxe JIecsTh JIeT HUKTO He ObIBAJI.

Mepwu nogymara, 94to IecsTh JIET — O4eHb JoJNTUi cpoK. OHA pOAMIIACK LIEITBIX IECATh JIET TOMY
Haz3al.

Omna oromnuia, MeieHHO cooOpaxas. OHa HauMHasa JIIOOUTH cajl, KaKk MOMOOWIa MTUYKY,
u [IukoHa, u math Maptbl. OHa HaunMHasa MoOuTh 1 Mapty Toxe. Eif Kazanock, 4To OHa JIIOOUT OYEHb
MHOTHX JTIOJICH, B OCOOEHHOCTH MTOTOMY, UTO He MPUBHIKJIA TIOOUTH HUKOTO. (OHA 1 O ITUYKE JlyMaa
KakK O 4YeJIOBeKe.)

OHa BHIIILIA Ha TOPOKKY BO3JIE 3apOCIIield IUTIOIOM CTEHBI, HaJl KOTOPOU BUIHEIVCH BEPXYIIKU
JIepeBbEB, U, KOI/Ia TPOXOUIIA MO HeW BO BTOPOH pa3, C HEeW CIYYMJIOCh HEUTO MHTEPECHOE U YAUBU-
TeJIbHOE, U Bce Onaromapst ntruke bena Yarepcradda.

Mepwu ycnbimiana medeTaHbe NTHLBI ¥, TTOCMOTPEB Ha OOHAKEeHHYI0 KJIyMOy cjeBa, yBHUjena
MaJIMHOBKY, KOTOpasl Mpbirajia v JieJiajia BUl, YTO BHITACKMBAET YTO-TO M3 3eMJIM, Kak OyITO Kelast
J0Ka3aTh Mepu, 4To BOBCe He ciefioBasia 3a Heo. Ho Mepu 3Haa, 4To oHa Ii1a cJieJJoM 3a Helo, U 3TO
HAITOJTHWJIO €€ TaKUM BOCTOPIOM, UTO OHa JIaXe 3aJIpoKaa.

— Tel noMHMIIL MeHs1! — BOCK/IMKHYJIa oHa. — [Tomuuib! Thl KpacuBee Bcero Ha cete!

Mepwu Oonrasia ¥ MaHWIA ITUYKY, & ITUYKA MpbIrajia ¥ YupruKajia, TOYHO Pa3roBapuBasi C HEl.

[IBeTouHas kiymba OblTa HE COBCeM OOHaXeHa; Ha OJHOM KOHIIE ee pocja TpyIlma KycToB,
Y KOTJIa MaJIMHOBKA TphIrajia Me:xX HUMU, Mepy 3aMeTHIa, YTO OHA MepenphIrHyJIa Yepe3 MaJIeHbKYIO
KYYKYy CBEKEB3PHITOW 3eMJIM. 3eMiisl ObUIa B3phITA IMIOTOMY, UTO codaka crapayiach MORMAaTh KpoTa
Y BBIPBLIA JOBOJIBHO TTyOOKYIO SIMY.

Mepwu nocmoTpena Ha 3TO, He 3Has Jaxe, KaKuM 0Opa3oM TaM OKa3asach sMa, U BAPYT yYBU-
JieJ1a HeuTo, MOYTH COBCEM ITPUK PHITOE CBEKEBCKOMTAHHOM 3eMJIeid. DTO ObUIO HEUTO MOXOKee Ha pka-
BOE KeJIE3HOe WM MeTHOE KOJIBIIO; KOrJja MaJIMHOBKA B3JIeTesa Ha JIepeBO, Mepu MpoTsHYNIa PyKy
Y MOJHsIIA KOMbI0. OKa3ajioch, UTO 3TO HE KOJIBIIO, & CTAPbIN KJII0Y, KOTOPBIi, ITOX0XkE, OYEHb JI0JIr0e
BpeMsi ObLT 3aphIT B 3eMJIE.

Mepu nogHsIaCch U C UCITyTaHHBIM JIMLIOM TIOTJIsiIeNIa Ha K04, BUCEBIININ Y Hee Ha MaJibIie.

— OH, MOXeT OBbITh, OBLI 3aPHIT LIEJIBIX JIECATH JIET, — CKa3aJjia OHa IIeTIOTOM. — ITO, MOXKET ObITh,
KJIIOY OT TOro caza!
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I'nmaBa IX

Mepu posroe BpeMsi CMOTpeJia Ha KJII0U, BepTelia ero BO BCE CTOPOHBI M BCE AyMasia O HEM.
Kak yxe OblIO CKa3aHO Mpexjae, OHa He Obula TaKUM PeOeHKOM, KOTOPOro MpUYUYWIM CIIpAIu-
BaTh MO3BOJIHHS UJIM COBETA CTapIIMX OTHOCUTEIBLHO Yero Obl TO HU Obuto. OHa ymMana o KJode
TOJIBKO TO, YTO €CJIM STOT KJII0Y OT 3arepToro caJia ¥ €I OHa MOTJia Obl OTBICKATh KAJTUTKY, TO MOKHO
ObLIO OBl OTHEpEeTh ee STUM KJII0YOM, TIOCMOTPETh, YTO HAXOMUTCS 3a CTEHAMU U YTO CIIyYMJIOCh
CO CTapbIMU PO30BBIMU KyCTaMH.

Ei1 oueHb x0Ten0och BUETH TOT CaJ] TOIBKO IMOTOMY, YTO OH OBbLT 3arepT TaKoe JOJIr0e BpeMsl.
E# Ka3zajaoch, 4TO 3TOT cal KaKOH-TO OCOOEHHBIM U YTO B TEUEHHE OECATHU JIET TaM HODKHO OBLIO
MPOU30MTH HEUTO yAUBUTEIbHOE. Kpome Toro, oHa aymasa, 4to eciiv caj] ei MOHPABUTCS, TO MOKHO
Oy/lIeT XOOWTh Tyda KaXIblil JeHb, 3alUpaTh 32 COOOM KAJIUTKY U UrpaTh coBceM omHOW. HukTo
He 3HaJ Obl, IJie OHA, MOTOMY YTO BCE AyMau Obl, YTO KAJIMTKA 3arepra v KJIIOU 3apbIT B 3eMIIIO.
Ta MBIC/Ib OUY€Hb MIOHPABUJIACH €.

OHa KuJ1a MoYTH OfIHA B OOJIBIIIOM JJOME C COTHEW TAMHCTBEHHBIX 3allepThIX KOMHAT U HE HaXO-
JWJia HUYEero, 4To MOIO Obl 3aHSTh WM Pa3Biieub €€, 1 MMEHHO 3TO PACIIEBEINIIO €€ IPeMaBIIIiA
MO3T U pa30yausIo ee BOOOpakeHue. IToMY, KOHEYHO, HEMaJIO CIOCOOCTBOBAT M UMCTBIN, OOMPSIIIHIA,
cBekHid Bo3yx crenu. B Mnaum Mepu Bceraa ObUIO kapKo 1 OHa Beer/a Oblia Takast Bsilasi ¥ ciadasi,
YTO y Hee He BOZHUKAJIO HUKAKUX JKeJIAaHWH, 3/1ECh XKe el XOTeJIOCh cesIaTh YTO-HUOYIb HOBOE.

T L,
Y Irl i
ifyg’_{ng?

Ona nosoxuia KJII0Y B KapMaH U CTajla XOAUTb B3aJ U Brepe] 1o gopoxke. Ilo Hei, ka3za-
JIOCh, HUKTO HUKOTZIA HE MPOXOaul, Kpome Mepu, U OHa MOIJIa IPOXaKUBAThCsl OYEHb MEIJIEHHO,
IS5 HAa CTEeHy WM, JIydllle CKa3aTh, HAa MOKPBIBABIINI ee LTI DTOT ILTOL] COMBAJI €€ C TOJNKY:
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CKOJIBKO OHa HU IJIsI[IeJIa, OHA HUYETo He BUJIeNIa, KPOME YacCThIX OJIECTSIIMX TEMHO-3€JIeHBIX JIUCThEB.
Omna OblTa OUYeHb Pa304apoBaHa; el Ka3aJloch HEJIETHIM TO, YTO OHA TaK OJM3KO U HE MOXET BOUTU
BHYTpb. C KJIIOYOM B KapMaHe OHa OTHPAaBUJIACh JOMOH, PelIuB, YTO BO BpeMs MPOTYJIOK BCeraa
OyleT HOCUTb ero B KapMaHe, YTOObI ObITh TOTOBOM, €CJT OHA HAWAET CKPHITYIO KAJIUTKY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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