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YacrTs nepsas

Cmpena cyovboi, Kozda ee 0xCUOaom, Aemum
MEONEHHO.
lanme Aauzvepu, «Paii»

I'nasa 1. IlpukocHOBeHHEe COMHEHMS

[Mepcedona muta Baonb O6epera pekn Ctukc. PBaHbIe BOJHBI
pa30MBAIMCh O TEMHYIO MOBEPXHOCTh, U OOTMHS HAIpsAIIach,
BCIIOMHUB, KaK BIEpBbIE CITYCTUJIACh B MOJ3eMHOE 1IapcTBO. OHa
TOrJa MOMBITAJIACh MEPEIUIBITh IIUPOKYIO PEKY, HE 3HASL O MEPT-
BELaX, YTO CKPBIBAINCH B €€ MyuynHax. OHU yTaluiIv ee Moj BO-
1y, BLENIMBIINCH KOCT/ISIBBIMU NAJIBIIAMU €U B KOXY, — HANacTh
Ha OOTMHIO X 3aCTABUJIO HEMTPEOJOIMMOE JKeJIaHue YHUYTOXKATh
KU3Hb.

Ilepcepona yxe mymaia, 4To yTOHET, KOrga €d Ha IMOMOUIb
npuien ['epmec.

Bce 310 oTHIOIB HE OpaoBano Auja, HO OH OTHEC €€ K ce-
6e BO JBOpel U 3asieunt paHbl. [To3xe oHa y3Hasa, YTO TPYIIH B
peke ObLTH IPEBHUMH MEPTBEIaMH, TIPHOBIBIIMMY B TION3EMHOE
HapcTBO 0e3 MOHEThI, YTOObI 3araTuTh Xapony. [IpuroBopen-
Hble HABEYHO OCTABAThCS B PEKE, OHU CTAIA OOHUM W3 MHOIO-
YKCJIEHHBIX CIIOCOO0B AWjIa 3alIUTUTH TPAHUIIBI CBOETO I1APCTBA



— OT KUBBIX, YTO XOTEJM B HETO MPOHUKHYTh, U MEPTBBIX, UTO
XOTEJIH €r0 MOKUHYTb.

Xors Ilepcedona uyBcTBOBasIa cedsi HEYIOTHO PSZIOM C pe-
KO, mer3axx BOKpYT ObLT MpekpaceH. CTUKC TAHYJICS Ha MUJIH,
COCIMHSASCH C TOPU30HTOM, KOTOPHIA OTTEHSJTA MPaYHBIE TOPBI.
Bepera ObLH ycestHbI OeJIbIMK HAPITCCAMU, YTO TOPEJIN Ha TeM-
HOU TIOBEPXHOCTH MOJ0OHO OesioMmy orHio. HampoTtus rop, y ro-
pU30HTA, BUAHEJCS ABOpel] Auaa, OallHi KOTOPOTO YCTpeMJIs-
JICh B HEOO, CIIOBHO OCTPHBIE KOHIIBI €10 OOCHIMAaHOBOM KOPOHBI.

Psinom ¢ 6oruneit nuta K0pu, Mononast ieByIika ¢ TyCThIMA
JUIMHHBIMU KYAPSIBBIMHU BOJIOCAMH M OJIMBKOBOM Kokei. Ha Heit
OBUTH PO30BbIE OJIEXK/Ibl U KOXKAHBIE CAaHIAIMU — 3TOT aHCAMOJTb
SIPKO BBIIENISTICS Ha (hOHE MPaAuyHBIX TOp M YepHOW Bofpbl. KOpu
u [lepcedona OBICTPO MOAPYKUIUCH ¥ YACTO BMECTE OTIIPABIISI-
JIUCh HA MPOryJKH 1o poauHe Acdonenb, Ho cerogus [lepcedo-
Ha yOe/na IeBYIIKY OTKJIOHUTLCS OT UX IMPUBBIYHOTO MapIIpy-
Ta.

Ona B3MISIHYJIA HAa CIOYTHMILY, C KOTOPOM IUIA MO PYKY, U
crnpocuia:

— Kak naBHo 1bI 31€Ch, FOpu?

[epcepona noraapiBanach, 4To AyIa MpoBeia 31ecCh yke
HEMaJIO BPEeMEHHU, CY/Isl IO TPAIUIIMOHHOMY TETIOCY, B KOTOPBIN
Ta ObUIa OIeTA.

Tonkwue 6poBu IOpu conuuck Ha MepeHoCHIe.

— 4 He 3naw0. JlaBHO.

— A THI IOMHUIIIb, KAKUM OBLJIO TIOI3EMHOE IIAPCTBO, KOT/Ia



THI 3JIECH OKa3ajach?

[epcedone xoTenock 3a1aTh MHOKECTBO BOIIPOCOB O TOM, Ka-
KMM TIOJI3EMHOE I1apCTBO OBUIO B AaHTMYHOCTH — Ta €0 BEPCHSs
MO-TIPEKHEMY TATOTWIAa AuWja, 3acTaBjisiia CTBIIUTBCSA U UYB-
CTBOBATh ce0s1 HeJIOCTOMHBIM JIIOJICKOTO TIOUMTAHUS U XBAJIHL.

— Jla. He 3Hawo, cMmory jm si KOrja-HUOYIb» 3a0bITh, — OHA
HEJIOBKO paccMestiach. — OHO ObUIO COBCEM JIPYTHM.

— Pacckaxu mue, — nonpocuia [epcedona. Hecmotpsi Ha un-
Tepec K NpouurioMy Aua U UCTOPUU MOA3EMHOIO 1IAPCTBA, OHA
HE MOIJIa OTPHIIaTh, YTO B TIyOMHE YIIA OOsJIach YCIIBIIIATH
MpaBLy.

UYro, ecnu el He TOHPABUTCSA TO, YTO OHA Y3HAeT?

— INogsemMHOE IapCTBO OBLIO. .. YHBUIBIM. 3/1eCh He ObLIO Hu-
uez0. Ml Bce OeciiBeTHbIe, B TecHOTe. He ObLIo HU JTHS, HU HOYH,
TOJIbKO MOHOTOHHASI CEPOCTb, U MbI CYIIIECTBOBAJIU B HE.

3HAUUT, OHU U MpaB/ia ObUIU MeHsMU — TEHbIO CaMuX ceOsl.

Korna Iepcedona BriepBbie 0Oka3anach B HOI3EMHOM 1IapCTBE,
Awp nipuBen ee B can. OHa Obuta yxacHo 371a Ha Hero. OH Opo-
CHJI el BBI30B — OOTHHSI IOJDKHA ObLIa CO3/1aTh )KU3HB B TO/I3EM-
HOM LIapCTBE MOCJIE TOTrO, KaKk Ipourpaia eMy B rokep. OHa He
OCO3HaBaJa, K KAKUM MOCJIEICTBUSIM IIPUBEET €€ MpuUIJallieHue
ChIrpaTh, HE TIOHUMAJIA, YTO AU COTJIACUIICS MPUCOEAUHUTHCS
K HeH, 4ToObI CBsI3aTh KOHTPAKTOM. O3BYYEHHBIE M YCJIOBHS
NIPYBEIIH ee B ellie OOJIbIIYIO SIPOCTh, KOT/la OHA YBU/IENA €ro call
— POCKOILIHBIA 0a3uC C SIPKUMHU 1BeTaMu U uBamu. [lotom oH
MpU3HAJICS eH, UTO TO WuTio3usl. [lof pacKuHyTHIMU UM YapaMu



OCTaBaJlach BCE Ta K€ 3eMJIsl U3 TIeTIa U OTHS.

— 3ByuyMT Kak HakazaHue, — npousHecna [lepcedona, pas-
MBIIILISAS] HAJl TEM, HACKOJIBKO YKacHO Takoe OeclesTbHOe CyIIe-
CTBOBAHHUE.

FOpu cnado yneiOHyIach U Mokaja MieyamH.

— D70 OBLT HAIII TPUTOBOP 32 TO, YTO MBI KWJIM 3aypsiTHON
KU3HBIO.

[lepcepona nomopmminace. OHa 3Hana, 4TO B IPEBHUE Bpe-
MeHa JIMIIb TePOr MOIJIM OXKUAATh M(POPUCTUIECKOTO MPeObl-
BaHUsI B MOJ3EMHOM 1IapPCTBE.

— W13-3a yero Bce M3MEHUIIOCH?

— 4 TouHO He 3Haw. XOAWIM CIIyXH, YTO CMEpPTHas1, KOTOPYIO
mooun Aufi, ymMepia u OTIIPaBUIACh CIOZA.

[Mepcedona Haxmypuiack. OHa 3a/1a71aCh BOITPOCOM, OBLIO JIN
9TO XOTh OTYACTHU MPABIUBO, YUUTHIBASI, UTO TIOJ0OHAS MEpeMe-
Ha NpOoM30I1Ia ¢ AUAOM U NIOC/IE TOrO, KaK OHa Halucalia O ero
cliesikax co cMepTHhIMU. Ero Tak BIOXHOBWIIA €€ KPUTHKA, YTO
OH JIaJI CTapT MPOEKTY «AJIKMOH», BKJTIOUABIIIEMY B ceOsl co3/1a-
HUE COBPEMEHHOIr0 peadWIUTAIIMOHHOTO 1IEHTPa, KOTOPbINA JOJ-
’KeH ObLT OKa3bIBaTh OECIUIATHYIO MOMOIIb CMEPTHBIM, CTPA/IAI0-
MM OT BCEX BUJIOB 3aBUCHMOCTEN.

Ee Bapyr oxBaTuio HEMPHUSATHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OBICTPO
PacIpOCTPaHUIIOCh TI0 BCeMy Telly CJIOBHO uyyma. YTo, eciii oHa
OblIa HE €IMHCTBEHHON JIIOOOBHULIEN, BAOXHOBJIABIIEN Anga?

IOpu nponomxna:

— ¢I ckJIOHHA TyMaTh, YTO OH MPOCTO. .. PEIII U3MEHUTHCSI.



Jlopn Aun HaGmonaeT 3a MmupoMm. Korja B HeM cTajio MeHbIIe
Xa0ca, BMECTE C HUM MU3MEHWIOCH U MOA3EMHOE LIAPCTBO.

EnBa i Bce Ob110 Tak mpocto. [lepcedona meitanack pasro-
BOpUTH AWa, HO OH U30era 3Toi TeMbl. M Terepb oHa cripalim-
BaJia ceOs1, MOXKET JIM €r0 MOJTYaHHUE ObITh CBSI3aHO HE CTOJIBKO C
YYBCTBOM BHHBI, CKOJIBKO C KeJJaHUEM COXPaHUTh B CEKPETE MO-
JPOOHOCTH ero MpoIuisix pomMaHoB? Ee MbIcn MeTanuch, moj-
HSIB B HEUl BOJIHY HEYBEPEHHOCTU U COMHEHUM. CKOJIbKUX KEH-
muH moown Ana? Octanuck M y HEro 4yBCTBa K KOMY-TO U3
Hux? [IpuBOAMII T OH MX B MOCTEJIb, YTO TENIEPh IETHII C HEW?

OT 3TOM MBICTM Y HEe Bce cxkayloch BHYTpU. K cyacteio, ee
OTBJIEKJIA TPyMIa AyIl, CTOSAIMX HA TTUPCE Y PEKU.

[epcepoHa ocTaHOBUIIACH Y KMBHYJIA B CTOPOHY TOJIIIbI:

— K0 310, IOpN?

— Hosble qymm.

— A mouemMy oHM TecHATCS Ha Oepery Ctukca?

W3 Bcex ayill, ¢ KOTOPHIMU YK€ MPUXOIUIOCH CTAJKHUBATh-
ca [lepcedoHe, 3TU BBIMJIALENN CAMBIMH. .. MEPTBbIMU. VX sn-
1a ObUTH TOHUKIIUMH, C TIeTIeIbHON Koxkeld. OHU JKaJIuCh JIpyT
K JIpYTY, CCYTYJMBIIIKUCh, CO CKPELIEHHBIMU HA TPYAU PyKamu, U
JPOXKAJIH.

— [Notomy uto onum Gostcs, — orBeTwia FOpu TakumM TOHOM,
CJIOBHO MX CTpax ObLT OUEBHJIEH.

— 4 He noHuUMalo.

— BOJBIIMHCTBY U3 HUX PAcCKa3blBalv, KaK Y:KacHbI MOA3EM-
HO€ LIAPCTBO U €ro BJIACTEJINH, TaK YTO, KOI/1a OHU YMUPAIU, UM



OBLJIO CTPAITHO OTIIPABIIATHCS CIOZA.

Oto Bo3mytwio [lepceony — mo Gombleld YacTu OTOMY,
YTO MOJ3EMHOE 11IaPCTBO HE OBbLIO MECTOM, KOTOPOrO CTOMUT 00-
atbesi. Ho oHa Takoke oOHapyskuiia, 4To 37MTCsl Ha Aujia — 3a ero
Oe3neiicTBIEe M HeKeJlaHue M3MEHUTh TaKOe BOCIPHUSTHE Iap-
CTBa U €r0 CaMoro.

— HuKTO He ycrokanmBaeT ux, KOria OHM OKa3bIBAIOTCS y Bpar?

FOpu Gpocuina Ha Hee CTpaHHBIN B3IJIsA], CJIOBHO HE IMOHMMas,
novyeMy KTO-TO BOOOIIIE JOJIKEH YCIIOKAauBaTh WM MTPUBETCTBO-
BaTh HOBOIIPUOBIBIIINE JTyIITH.

— XapoH nepeBo3uT ux yepe3 CTUKC, Jalibllie OHU JOJIKHBI
npoiitu gopory ao Cyna, — ckazana FOpu. — [ocne storo ux mmbo
OTHPABJISIOT K MECTy TOKOsI, JIMOO MPUTOBAPUBAIOT K BEYHBIM
crpaganusam. Tak ObUIO Beeraa.

[lepcedona crucHyna yemocTu OT pasapaxeHus. Eil kaza-
JIOCh YOUBUTEJbHBIM, UYTO €1lle MUHYTY Ha3a/ OHU pa3roBaprBa-
JI1 O TOM, KaK CHJIbHO U3MEHUJIOCh TIO/I3EMHOE LIAPCTBO, a Cei-
9ac BIpPYT CTAIM CBUAETENSIMUA apXaudHbIX oObrdaeB. He Ob10
HUKAKUX MPUYUH JIUIIATh STU TYIIM MPUBETCTBEHHBIX U YCIIO-
KauBamwoIux cjoB. OHa 3a0pana y FOpu cBolo pyky M 3araraia
K OKMAAIOIIEN rpymre, 3aMelIKaBIINCh MPU BUJIE TOTO, KaK OHU
3aJpOKaJIi U OTIIATHYJIMCh OT HEe.

Ona ynbIOHYy/IaCh, HaIsICh, YTO TO YMEHBIIIUT UX BOJHEHUE:

— 3npascrByiiTe. Mens 30ByT [lepcedoHa.

Iy no-npexxHemy Tpenetaid. boruHe cienoBano 3HaTh,
YTO ee MMs MX He YCIOKOWT — Bce ObuIo OeccMbicienHo. OO



9TOM 1M03a00THIIach ee MaTb, [lemerpa, omMMMMiACKass OOrMHS
riofoponusi. M3-3a cBomx crpaxoB oHa npoaepxana Ilepcedo-
HY B CTEKJISTHHOM TIOpbMe OOJIBIITYIO YacTh ee XKU3HH, He J1aB J0-
Yepy BO3MOKHOCTh OOPECTH MOYUTATENeH U TEM CaMbIM JIUIIIKB
ee CUIL

Ha Gorunio HaxJibiHY 12 Oypsi SMOIMIA: OTYasTHHE U3-32 HECTIO-
COOHOCTH TIOMOYb, TPYCTh OT OCO3HAHUSI COOCTBEHHOTO Oeccu-
JIMsl ¥ THEB HAa MaTh, MOMBITABIIYIOCS OOMaHyTh CybOYy.

— Bam Hajo mokaszark UM, 9TO BB OOTHHS, — TIPEATIONOXKUIIA
IOpu. Ona nocnenosaina 3a Ilepcedponon, korga Ta HarpaBUIIACh
K JyIIam.

— 3auem?

— 9710 ux ycnokout. Ceiyac Bbl I HUX MaJIO YeM OTJIMYa-
€Tech OT OCTAJbHBIX AYII B MOA3EMHOM IIAPCTBE. A BOT €CIH
BBI IIPEJICTAHETEe TIepel HUMU OOTMHEN, OHU MPOHUKHYTCS K BaM
YBaKEHHEM.

[Mepcedona Bo3pasmiia: TU JIOIM HE 3HAIM €€ UMEHH — Kak
ee OOXEeCTBEHHbII OOJIMK OONErYuT UX CTpaxu?

[Morom KOpu nob6asma:

— MbI nountaem 60roB. Tak Bbl JapyeTe UM HaAEKIy.

[Mepcedone He HpaBuIIcs ee OoxkecTBeHHBIN 00uK. OHa 1o
ro He MOTJIa MPUHSATH ce0s B KauecTBe OOrMHM, TIOKa He oOpena
cwibl. U axe Korja B ee )KU3HU NOSIBUJIACh Marusi, BJIOXHOBJICH-
Hasl MpeKJIoOHeHueM Aujia, B 9TOM IUIaHe MaJlo YTO U3MEHUJIOCh.
OHna OBICTPO MOHsIa, YTO 00JIaJaTh Maruel — OJIHO, a IPaBHJIb-
HO €10 TOJIb30BaThCs — coBceM apyroe. U Bce ke a1 Hee ObLIo



Ba)KHO, YTOOBI TU JYIIIY IOYYBCTBOBAJIM Ce0s palyITHO MTPUHSI-
THIMH B TIOJJ3EMHOM I[apCTBE, YTOOBI OHU YBUJIE/IH [TAPCTBO Aunjia
Kak HoBoe Hauano. Ho Oosbliie Bcero oHa xoTesa, 4ToObl OHU
TIOHSLJTM — OHU HeOe3pa3IuyHbl CBOeMY 1apio.

[lepcepoHa omycTuia yapsl, yIepKUBaBIIUE €€ CMEPTHBII
00pa3. Marwusi, mooOHO MeJIKy, COCKOJIb3HYJIA C €€ KOXH, M OHa
npejcTana nepeja AyliaMy B He3eMHoM cusinuu. Ee Oesbie po-
ra, Kak y JIECHOW aHTWJIOMbI, BAPYT MOKA3aJIUCh e Tskesee, KO-
ra OHa oOpea CBOM HacTosImid oONMuK. Ee KyapsiBele BOJIOCHI
MOCBETJIENI OT MEJHO-30JIOTBIX JIO CBETJIO-COJIOMEHHBIX, a IJ1a3a
3aropesiuch Oy THIIIOUHO-3€JIEHBIM IIBETOM.

Omna cHOBa yJIbIOHYJIACh JTyIIIaM:

— 4 Tlepcedona, 6oruHs BecHbl. S pajga BUJIETh 3/1eCh BCEX
BaC.

Peak1us Ha ee cusiHUE He 3acTaBuiia ceOst Kaath. TOTBKO UTO
JpO’KaBIIMe TyIIM MPeKJOHWIM nepe Hell konenu. Teno Tlep-
cepOHBI HAIPATIIOCh, cepAre 3a0unochk ObicTpee. BormHs 1mar-
HyJa BIEpes.

— O Her, noxaiyicra. — OHa OIycTUIaCh epe/ OTHOU U3 Ay
— MOXWJION KEHIIIMHOW C KOPOTKUMHM CEJbIMH BOJIOCaMU U Oe-
JIoH, Kak Oymara, Koxkedd. BoruHsi JOTpoHynach 0 ee MIeKH U
3arjsHyJa B CBETIO-TomyOble r1a3a. — [lokanyiicra, BCTaHbTe, —
CKazajia OHa U MOMOIJIA KEHIIIMHE TIOAHSITHCS HA HOTH.

OcrasipHble YU MPOAOIKAIN CTOSATh HA KOJIEHSIX, TIO/IHSIB
roJyioBbl. VIX B3MJIsi/Ibl ObLIIM IPUKOBAHBI K OOTHHE.

— Kak Bac 30ByT?



— DJIMHOP, — MPOXPHUIIESIA KEHIIUHA.

— DmunHop, — [epcedonHa ¢ ynabIOKOW MOBTOPUIA €€ UMSl. —
S HazeCh, YTO MOA3EMHOE HAPCTBO MOKAXKETCS BaM TaKUM Ke
CHOKOMHBIM U YMUPOTBOPSIOUIMM, KaK U MHE.

Ee ciioBa noMor/u xeHIIMHE pacrpaBUTh OMYIICHHBIE [1JIEUH.
Ilepcepona marHyna K ciaegylomen gynie, a IoToM K Cleaylo-
1Iel, M0Ka HEe MOroBOpuJja C KaXJA0M U3 HUX, U BCE OHU CHOBA
BCTAJIN.

— HagepHoe, Tenepb HaMm BceM HyxHO noiTH K Ilomo cyna.

— O, B 3TOM HeT HeoOxonuMoCTH, — npepBaa ee KOpu. — Ta-
Hatoc!

[epen HUMU TYT ke BO3HUK KpbLIaThiii Oor cMepTu. OH ObLT
MPEeKpaceH B CBOEM MPAYHOM OO/MKe, ¢ OleIHON KOXeH, Kpo-
BaBO-KPACHBIMHU IyOamMu 1 OEIBIMU BOJIOCAMH, HHCTIAIABIIINMHU
emy Ha rieur. Ero royObie r1a3a 6pU1M TOJOOHBI BCITHIIITKE MOJT-
HUM B HOYHOM Hebe. [IpucyrcrBue Tanatoca npunecio ¢ codoii
crnokoiictBue, kotopoe [lepcedona omytuna B rpyau. OHa cjioB-
HO CTaJla HEBECOMOM.

— Munenu, — oH nokyoHwIcs. Ero ronoc ObUT MeOANYHBIM
Y 3BYUHBIM.

— Tanatoc, — Ilepcecpona He cmoria caepxkarb IIMPOKON
YIIBIOKH.

Bo Bpems ux mporyyiku no nu3uio TaHaTtoc cTaja MepBbiM,
KTO 3aCTaBWJI €€ MHAY€ B3IISIHYTh Ha HEJIETKYIO PoJib AKUJia B Ka-
yecTBe Oora MepTBbIX. Ero MaeHue nomoro IlepcedoHe HeMHO-
IO JIy4lle MOHATh YCTPOMCTBO MOA3EMHOIO LIAPCTBA U, 10 IPaB-



Jie TOBOPsI, 1aJio el To, 6e3 Yero oHa He MOIJIa MOJHOCTBIO OT-
Jarbcs Auny.

Ona MaxHy’a CTOMKUBUIMMCS JyIlIaM U IpecTaBuiia ux Oory.

OH ef1Ba 3aMETHO, HO UCKPEHHE YJIbIOHYICS:

— MBI yke 3HaKOMBI.

— O! -V Hee nokpacuenu meku. — [Ipoctu. 51 3a0buia.

TanaTOC OBLT KHEIIOM JTYIII, ¥ IMEHHO €ro JIMIIO CMEPTHbIE BU-
JIeJIA TIOCTIE/IHUM, TIpEsK/ie YeM OTIpaBuThcs Ha Oepera CTHKca.

— I xak pa3 codupanachk IpOBOAUTH HOBBIE AyIu K [lomo cy-
Ja.

Omna 3ameTwiia, 4ToO I71a3a TaHaTroca cijierka pacaxHyJuCh, U
oH B3rsiHyI Ha FOpu. Ta ObicTpo 3aroBopunia:

— Jlenu [epcedone nopa Bo3Bpaiarbes Bo ABopell. He mornm
OBl BbI TIPOBOJIUTH UX BMECTO Hee, TaHaroc?

— KoHeuHo, — OTBETWJI OH, OJHSB PYKY K Ipyau. — byny pag
MIOMOYb.

[epcepona Ha npolianue nomaxasna gymam. TaHatoc nosep-
HYJICA K TOJIIE, PACKMHYJI CBOM KPbUIbS M UCUE3 BMECTE C JyllIa-
MHU.

Opu o6Buna cBoeit pykon JiokoTh [lepcedoHbl U MOTsSIHYIA
npousb ot Oepera Ctukca, Ho [lepceoHa BOCIPOTUBUIIACS.

— 3auem ThI 3TO czienana? — crpocuia OOTHHS.

— Yto umeHHo?

— MHe He Hy:kHO Bo Bopel, FOpu. 51 Moria 6b1 0TBECTH IyIIN
K [Tomo.

— Ipocrute, [epcedona. S Gosmack, YTO OHM 3aCHIIAT Bac



pocrOaMHu.

—Ipock6amu? — OHa capuHyna Opou. — O YeM UM IPOCUThH?

— O Onarax, — o0bsicania FOpu.

[lepcepona XxuxukHyna:

— $1 He B TOM TMOJIOXKEHUH, YTOOBI OJIapUBATh OJIaraMHu.

— OHu 3T0T0 HE 3HAIOT, — nokasia wiedamu I0pu. — Onu BuaAT
TOJILKO OOTHHIO, KOTOpasi MOKET TIOMOYb UM TOTy4UTh ay/IUCH-
10 y AWJa WU BEPHYTHCS B MUP JKUBBIX.

[lepcedona HaxMypuiiach:

— C 4ero ThI B3s71a?

— I[ToTomy uTO 5 ObUIA OIHOU U3 HUX.

IOpu cHoBa noTsHyna ee 3a pyKy, U Ha 3T0T pa3 Ilepcepona
nonuia 3a Her. Mex /1y HUMU MOBUCJIO HAIPSI)KEHHOE MOTYaHue,
¥ OOTHHSI IOMOPIIUJIACH:

— IIpoctu, FOpu. NHoraa s 3a0biBaro. . .

— Yro s meptBa? — [leByIka ynsiOHyIach, u [lepcedona mo-
JyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 MaJieHbKOW U riymnou. — [la Bce B mopsizike.
DT0 OflHAa U3 MPUYMH, [TIOYEMY Bbl MHE TaKk HpaBUTeCh. — OHa Ha
MTHOBEHHE 3aMOJTJajia, a IoToM JoOaBmia: — Auji He omuocs B
BBIOOPE CITyTHUIIBI.

— Cnytaunpi? — 6posu [lepcedoHsl B31eTeM BBEpX.

— Pa3Be He 0ueBUIHO, UTO AT COOMPAETCS HA BAC KEHUTHCS?

Ilepcepona paccmesinace:

— Tb cruikoM Toponuib coObiTus, FOpu.

Bot Tonbko Aua M npaBaa sICHO U3JIOKWJI CBOM HAMEPEHMUSI.
«Tol Oyoewv moeli yapuueii. 1 mue He HYdNHCHBLL MOTPLL, UMO-



Obl 5mo yzHamw». [lepcedoHe BOAPYT CTANO TPYJHO JbIIIATH, BCE
BHYTPH Oy/TO CTSHYJIOCH Y3JIaMH.

OTH cJ0Ba JIOKHBI ObUTM 3aCTaBUTh €€ Cep/lle pacTasiTh, U
TOT (PaKT, YTO STOTO HE MPOU3OIILIO, 03a1auniI ee. MoxeT, 3To
OBbLJIO CBSI3aHO C MX HeJaBHEl ccopoil. Yero oHa Tak omacanach,
ec Aup ObUT yBepeH HacueT ux OymayIero?

FOpw, He 3ameuast BHyTpeHHeN 60prObI [lepcedonsl, cripocu-
na:

— [Nouemy snopny Auny He BbIOpaTh Bac napuiieii? Bol He3a-
MYXHsIs1 OOTMHS U He 1aBayii obeta 6e30paumns.

Hyia 6pocunia Ha Hee MOHUMAIOIIMI B3MIsAJ, OT KOTOPOro
[Nepcedona nokpacHena.

— Ecnm s 6oruns, 310 elie He 3HAYUT, YTO 51 TOKYCh Ha POJib
LapUIIbl [OA3EMHOIO LIAPCTBA.

— Her, HO 3T0 XOpoIiiee Havasa0. Auj HUKOTIa Obl He BBIOpaT
cBoel napuieil cMepthyio nin Humy. [loBeppre MHE, y Hero
ObLIa yiima BO3MOXKHOCTEH.

B IlepcedoHe BCMBIXHYIIO T1aMsl PEBHOCTH, CIIOBHO OT CIIUY-
K4, OpOIIIEHHOM B JIyXKy KepocuHa. B Hell MoAHSIICS PUIIMB Ma-
ruu, Tpedys Bbixona. To ObUT 3alUTHBIN MEXaHU3M, U el He cpa-
3y yaJI0Ch €ro MO/IaBUTb.

«Jlepxu cebst B pykax», — MprKas3ajia oHa cede.

s Hee He ObLIIO HOBOCTBIO, UTO Y Aujia IO Hee ObLIH JIIOO0B-
Huibl. OfiHa U3 HUX — pbikKeBosocast HuM@a no umenn Musda,
kotopyio [lepcecpona npeBparuia B Kyct MsaThl. M Bce ke oHa
HUKOT/IA HE 33lyMbIBAJIach, UYTO UHTEPEC AUa K Hell, BOZMOKHO,



OBLT OTYACTH BbI3BaH ee 00XKECTBEHHOUM KpoBblo. Kakas-To TeM-
Hasl MaTepusl Havyaja BAPYT 3aBOJAKMBATh ee cepaue. Kak oHa
MOIJIa TaK nogymars 00 Auze? OH BIOXHOBHII ee 00pPecTr CBOIO
00XEeCTBEHHOCTh, TIPEKJIOHUIICS Tiepe]] Hell, YToObl OHa oOperna
cBOOOy U CUJTy, pU3HAJICS el B mooBu. Eciu oH cobupasics
CIIeNIaTh ee CBOeH IapuIield, TO TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO OHA ObLia eMy
HeOe3pa3InyHa, a He TIOTOMY, 4TO OHa OblJTa OOTHHEM.

Tak 6edv?

[lepcedoHa BCKOpe OTBJIEKJIACh OT CBOMX MBIC/IE, KOT/1a OHU
¢ FOpwu Bepuymucek B nonmuny Acozenb, rae OOTHHIO OKPYXKUIa
TOJITA JETHUIIEK, YMOJIsIsl OMrpaTh ¢ HUMH. [locie KopoTKo# ur-
pbl B IIpsTkU ee yBenu Odenust, Dnapa 1 AHacTacus, KeJaBlive
y3HaTh €€ MHEHHE O BUHAX, TMPOTax U 1BETaX JJIs MPEJICTOSIIIIE-
IO MPA3HOBAHMS THS JIETHETO COJTHIIECTOSHHMS.

ConHIleCTOsIHAE OTMEYaIo Hayaslo HOBOTO rofa, K TOMY Ke
C HEero HaYMHaJcsl 0OpaTHbI oTcueT Mecsna 1o [laHammHcKux
Urp — pasBjedyeHus1, JIOOOBb K KOTOPOMY B JyIIax HE MOIJA
yOuTh ake cama CMepTh. B 0KuAaHMM TaKOTO BaKHOTO COOBI-
tusi [lepcedpona crnipocuna Auja, MOKXHO JIM UM OPraHU30BaTh
Npa3IHUK BO JBOpIIE, M OH coracuics. OHa kJ1ana BO3MOXKHO-
CTU CHOBA MPUHSITH TYIIX B 3aJ1aX ABOPIIA HE MEHbIIIe, YeM CaMU
AYIIH KT BOSMOKHOCTY CHOBA OKa3aThCsI TaM.

K tomy Bpemenu, kak Ilepcedona BepHynach Bo IBOpell, Ha
Jyllle y Hee MO-TpeKHeMY ObLIO HECMOKOWHO. ThMa COMHEHMIA
paspacrayach y Hee B TOJIOBE, U Marusi MyJIb,CUPOBaJIa MO KOXKeH,
OT3bIBasICh OOJIE3HEHHOU CJTA00CTHIO ¥ M3HYPEeHHOCTHI0. OHa 1M0-



MPOCUJIa IPUHECTH €M Yalo ¥ OTIIPaBUIIaCh B OUOIMOTEKY, HaJle-
SICh, UTO YTEHUE CMOXET OTBJICUb €e.

VIOTHO YCTPOUBIIUCH B OJHOM W3 OTPOMHBIX Kpecelsl PsiioM
¢ kamuHoM, [lepcedoHa mpuHSIACH JIUCTATh KHUTY, OHOJIKEH-
Hylo eii ['ekaroit. «KomnoBcTBO 1 madani». 1o ObLUIO OJHO W3
HECKOJIbKUX JIOMAIITHUX 3aJaHUi OT OOTMHU BOJIIEOCTBA, KOTO-
pasi momoraJa efi Hay4uThbCs KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOIO TIepEMEHYH-
BYIO CHITY.

Oo6yueHue naBaio 1okl He Tak OBICTPO, KaK OHA HA/IesIach.

[Mepcedone MpUITUIOCH TOJTO X/IaTh, TIOKA €€ CHJIBI TTPOSIBSAT
ceOs1, ¥ CITyYrIIOCh 3TO BO BpeMs xkapkoro criopa ¢ Aujom. C tex
NIOp OHA HAYYMJIACh 3aCTABJISATh LIBETHI PACITyCKAThCS, HO e HU-
KaK He yJaBaJioCh MPU3BaTh HY:KHOE KOJMYECTBO Maruu. boru-
HsI TaKke OOHapyXWja, 4TO ee COCOOHOCTh TIEPEHOCUThCS pa-
60TaeT co cOOsIMHM, a ITO 3HAYMJIO, UYTO OHA He BCErja OKa3biBa-
Jlach Tam, Kyna oTrpasJisiiack. [ ekara rosopuia, 4To Bee JIeNo B
npakTtuke, Ho [lepcehoHa Bce paBHO 4yBCcTBOBaJa ceOs1 HeyIau-
Hured. [1o 3Tum npuumMHaM OHA pelmiia He UCIOIb30BaTh Ma-
TUI0 B BEpPXHEM MUpe.

[Toka He oBya/ieeT e B IOJHKHOM Mepe.

[otoBsick k cBoemy nepBomy ypoky c ['ekarou, Ilepcecpona
u3yvajia ICTOPUIO Marvu, aIXuMUI0, pa3HOOOpa3Hble, 3a4acTyI0
HyTaroIue, CUbl O0rOB, C HETEPIICHUEM OKHUIasi TOTO JIHSI, KOT/ia
HAKOHeIl CMOXET TOJIb30BaThCsl CBOEH CUJION TakK *ke JIErKo, Kak
JBIIIATS.

Brpyr mo ee Koxe pacnmpoCTpaHWIOCH TETUIO, OT KOTOPOTO



MOHSUTUCH BOJIOCKM Ha 3a[lHeN 4yacTu 1ieu u pykax. Hecmotps
Ha kap, OOTUHS MOEXKUIIACh, ee JIbIXaHhe COUIIOCh.

Awjt ObLT PSAZIOM, U €€ TEJIO TO 3HAJIO.

Ei1 xoTenoch 3aCTOHATh OT OO, YTO CTSHYJIa HU3 €€ KUBOTA.

boru. Kakad sxe oHa HEHachITHas.

— Tak u 3Ha7, YTO HaWmy TeOs 3/1eCh, — pa3faics Haj HeW ro-
Joc Auga. OHa NoJHsIa TOJIOBY U YBUAEJA €ro, CTOSIIIEro Mpsi-
MO 3a KpecsioM. OH BCTpeTUJICS C HeW B3IVISAOM JbIMYATHIX [J1a3,
KOI'/1a HAKJIOHWJICS TIOLIEJIOBATh €€, U €r0 pyKa JIera e Ha IIEKY.
Dt0 ObUT BJIACTHBIN KECT U CTPACTHBIN MOIIey, u ryosr [epce-
(poHbI ropenu, Korjga OH OTCTPaAHUIICS.

— Kak nporuien TBo# aeHb, goporasi? — OT ero HexKHOCTU Y Hee
NepexBaTuiIo AbIXaHUe.

— Xopouio.

Vronku ry6 Auna npunogHsich. OnycTUB B3IV Ha ee Ty-
Obl, OH MPOU3HEC:

— Hapneroch, 51 TeOe He momerman. Tel kak OyATO OKOJIAOBaHA
9TOM KHUTOM.

— Her, — ObicTpo OTBETHJIA OHA, & IOTOM MPOKANUISIACh: — B
CMBICJIE. .. 3TO MPOCTO 3aaHue oT ['ekarsl.

— MoxHO0? — cipocut OH, yOupast JIaJIOHb C €€ JINIIA 1 TIPOTsI-
TUBasi pyKy, 4TOOBI B35ITh KHHTY.

[Mepcecona momua otaana ee emy. OHa HaOMOAaMa, Kak Oor
MEPTBBIX OOXOOUT €€ KPecso W JIMCTaeT KHUTy. B ToM, kak oH
BBITJISIZIEN, OBUIO YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHO JIbSIBOJILCKOE — OYPsI ThMBI,
C TOJIOBHI JI0 HOT OOJIaYeHHAsI B YepPHOE.



— Korpa y tebs1 HaunHaoTcs 3aHsTHs ¢ ['ekatoit? — mouHTe-
pECOBAJICS OH.

— Ha stoii Henene, — orBetwiia 6oruHs. — OHa Jana MHe J10-
MalllHee 3aJaHue.

— XM-M, — OH Ha MTHOBEHHE YMOJIK, HE OTpbIBasi B3MJISAA OT
KHUTU. — § cIbllas, Thl CEroHsl NPUBETCTBOBAJIA HOBBIE TYIIIH.

[epcedona BbIpsAMUIACh, HE TIOHUMAs, PA303JIUJIO €r0 3TO
WIU HET.

— {1 rynsana c Opu, Korpa yBunena, Kak OHU KAYyT Ha Oepery
Crukca.

Awp nonHs B30I, B ero miazax noneixaj Orolb, Kak B Ka-
MUHE.

— Tl BbIBesa ayury 3a npenensl Acgonens? — B ero ronoce
NpO3ByYaJia HOTA YIUBJICHUS.

— 3Jto xe npocro Opu, Aug.  He noHMMmalo, 3a4eM Thl Jep-
KUIIb UX B U3OJISALIUM.

— YToOBI OHU HE CO3/1aBAJIN MPOOIIEM.

[epcedona XMXUKHYa, HO TYT € 3aMOJIKJIA, BCTPETUBILIMCH
B3MIA10M ¢ AuzioM. OH CTOSUT MEX/1y HEW U KAMUHOM, OKPYKEH-
HBI ONTMKaMHM TIaMeHH, oJoOHo aHreny. OH BBIIIsSIIEN IPOCTO
6ecroo0HO — BBICOKHE CKYJIbI, aKKYPAaTHO OCTPUKEHHAsT OOpO/I-
Ka 1 TojiHble TyObl. Ero yiMHHBIe yepHble BOJIOCHI ObLTH cOOpa-
HbI B y3eJ1 Ha 3atbuike. [lepcedpoHe HpaBUIach 3Ta €ro rnpuyec-
Ka, HPaBUJIOCh PACIyCKaTh €ro BOJIOCHI M IPOITYCKATh UX CKBO3b
HAJTBIIBL,  eI1le TIPUXBATHIBATh MPSIIN, KOTJa OH ObUT BHYTpH €e.

Ot 3TOM MBICIIM BO3/1yX BOKPYT BIPYT HOTSIKENIEN, U OHA 3aMe-



THJIA, KaK TPyab Anjia MPUITOJHSIIACH C PE3KKUM BJIOXOM, CJIOBHO
OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ NIepeMeHy B ee MbIC/IsIX. OHa 00MM3Hya ryobl
¥ 3acTaBuiia cedsi COCPEIOTOUUTLCS Ha Pa3roBope.

— Hymm B Aconene HUKOTAAa He CO3Jal0T MpodJieM, — Mpo-
u3Hecna [lepcedona.

— Tsl cuuTaemnb, 51 HeTIpaB, — 3TO OBUT HE BOITPOC, a YTBEPKIE-
HUeE, U OH Kak Oy[ITO COBCEM He YIUBWICS. VIX OTHOILIEHHUSI C 3TO-
ro u Hayanuch — [lepcepona cunrana, 4To OH Herpas.

— 41 mymaro, 4TO THI HE BO3/Iaelllb TOJKHOE ceOe, XOTS Thl U3-
MEHMUJICS, ¥ TIOTOMY He BO3/1aelllb J0JIKHOE AyIlaM, XOTsI OHU 3TO
YBUJEIIH.

Bor nonro momnyan.

— Ilouemy Thl MONPUBETCTBOBAIA Ty ?

— [Notomy 4TO OHM GOSUTUCH, ¥ MHE 3TO HE TIOHPABUJIOCh.

VYronku pra Auja 1epHyJIUCh BBEPX.

— Hekotopbim u3 Hux crnenyer 6osithes, [lepcedona.

— Te, komy cnenyet, OyayT OOATHCSI BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT MO-
€ro MPUBETCTBUSI.

«CMepTHBIe 3HAIOT, YTO MPUBOIUT K BEYHOMY 3aKTIOUYEHHIO B
Taprape», — mogymasia oHa.

— [NopzemHOe 1IAPCTBO MPEKPACHO, U ThI 3a00THIITHCSI O CBOMX
aymax, Aua. [Toyemy xoporime JToan JOMKHBI OOSThCS TAKOTO
Mmecrta? [Touemy oHU AOTKHBI OOSIThCS TEOsI?

— Tak ObLIO Bceraa, U OHU MO-TIpeXHeMY OOsITCSI MeHs. DTO
Mbl WX TIOTIPUBETCTBOBAJIA.

— To1 MOT OBI TONPUBETCTBOBATH X BMECTE CO MHOM, — IIPe/i-



JIOXKUJIA OHA.

AW CHOBa YCMEXHYJICSI, U BBIPAXKEHHE €T JIMIA CMSATYUIOCh.

— XOTb TUTYJI LIAPHUIIBI ¥ BbI3BIBAET y TeOs1 HETIPUA3Hb, ThI BE-
Jenib ceOsl Kak OflHa U3 HUX.

[lepcepona Ha MrHOBEHUE 3aMepJia, OTHOBPEMEHHO OMacasiCh
rHeBa AWJIa U UCTIBITBIBAsI BOJIHEHHE OTTOTO, YTO OH Ha3Baj ee
LHAPULICH.

— 9710... TeOs1 oropyaer?

— [Toyemy 3TO IOJZKHO MEHSI OropyaTh?

— 4 ve napuna. — [lepcepoHa Bcrana ¢ Kpecia, Mardysia K
Awuny v 3a0pajia y Hero KHUTY. — A ellle sl HUKaK He MOTY TIOHSITb,
KaK Thl BOCIIPMHUMAEIIIb MOU JIEUCTBHUS.

— Toi cTanens Moel Hapuiiel, — penuTeNIbHO Tpou3HeC AU/,
CJIOBHO TIHITASICh YOEIUTh camMoro cedsi, 94TO ITO MpaBa. — ITO
IpeJCKa3aHO MOVpPaMHU.

[lepceoHa omeTnHUIaCh, K HEN TYT e BEPHY/IUCH [TPEKHUE
Mmbicid. Kak eit cipocuth Aujia, nmoueMy OH pelini cesarh ee
cBoer napuuen? U, 4to emie xyxe, moueMy e Tak XOTeJI0Ch Mo-
JIy4UTb OTBET Ha 3TOT Borpoc? OHa MoBEpHY/IACh U UcUe3ia 3a
CTeJIJIaKaMu, YTOObI CKPBITh OT HETO CBOIO PEAKIIHIO.

— Dt10 Tebs oropuaer? — cpocu Auji, MOSIBUBIIUCH MPSIMO
niepes Heu U Nperpaavs ey IMyTh.

[Mepcedona B3aporHyna, HO OBICTPO B3siyIa ceOsI B PYKH.

— Her, — otBeTuna ona, o6xozs ero.

Auj nocaenosal 3a HE.

Ona nocraBuiIa KHUTY OOpaTHO Ha TOJIKY.



— XoTs s OBl Mperoyia CTaTh TBOSH IApUIIEH TTOTOMY, UTO
ThI JIIOOUIITH MEHS, 4 He TIOTOMY, UTO TaK YKa3aJld MOUPHI.

Awuj noxaancs, oka oHa oBepHeTcs K HeMy. OH HaxmMypuJl-
csL:

— Tsl coMHeBaenbest B MOeH JII0OBU ?

— Her! — Ilepcedpona mmpoko pacnaxHyJia ria3a oT BbIBOJA, K
KOTOPOMY OH TpHILIEN, a TOTOM onycTtuia reun. — Ho. .. Tlona-
raio, Mbl He CMOXeM U30eKaTh TOrO, YTO OCTAJIbHBIE MTOAMEYAIOT
B HAlllUX OTHOILIEHUSIX.

— A 410 OHM TOBOPAT? — OH BCTaJI COBCEM PSAZIOM C HEU, X OHA
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA 3aMlaX CHELMI U IbIMa C HOTOM 3UMHETO BO3/1yXa.
3t0 ObLT apOMaT ero Marum.

VY Hee NOAHSAIUCH U ONYCTUJIUCH TUICUH:

— Yto MBI BMECTE TOJBKO M3-32 MOWP. YUTO ThI BHIOpa MeHH,
MIOTOMY YTO sI OOTHHSI.

— 51 nan Tebe moBop Tak Aymarh?

OHa ycraBWIaCh Ha HETO, HE B CHJIax OTBETUTh. OHA HE XOTe-
Jla TOBOPUTB, 4TO 310 FOpH nopana en Takyo Uaew. ITa MbICIb
ObUla y Hee U MpexJe — ceMsl, MOCaXkeHHOe B €€ TOJIOBY JIaB-
HbIM-/1aBHO. fOpu nmiib yBlIaXkHWIa MOYBY, U TENEPh OHO IPO-
pOCJIO, IUKOE, KaK T€ YEPHBIE JIO3bI, UTO MPOOUBAIUCH U3-TION
3eMJIM T10 BEJICHUIO €€ Maruu.

Awnj1 3aroBOpUJI OBICTPO M TPeOOBaTEIHHO:

— Kto npobynun B Tebe 3Tu cOMHEeHM S ?

— 4l mpocTo pa3mbliLIsia O. ..

— Mowux mortuBax?



— Her...

OH npuiypui masa:

— A Kaxercsl, YTO UMEHHO TaK.

[lepcepona orcTynmiia Ha mar, yrnepeBIUCh CIIMHOM B KHUAXK-
HBIE TOJIKU.

— 41 xanero, 4To BoOOIIe 00 3TOM 3arOBOPHJIA.

— Hy, ye CIMILKOM IO3IHO.

[Nepcedona Gpocuiia Ha HErO 'rHEBHBIN B3IJISIL:

— ThI HaKaxemb MEHs 32 TO, YTO S BBICKA3aJ1a CBOM MBICIIN !

— Hakaxy? — Auj CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY HAOOK U ITPUIBUHYJICS eIlie
OJvoKe, TIPUIKABIIUCH K ee OefpamM CBOMMHU. — MHe XOTesioCch Obl
YCIIBIIIATh, KaK, IO TBOEMY MHEHHUIO, 51 MOTY TeOsl HaKa3aTb.

Otu cnosa ysa3Bui [epcedony, u, HecMOTps Ha Kap MeKay
HUMH, OHA CBUPENO BO33pUJIACh HAa HETO:

— A MHe XOTeJI0Ch Obl TIOJyYUTh OTBET Ha CBOU BOMPOC.

AW CTUCHYJ YENIOCTH:

— Hanomnwu-ka MHe, uTo y TeOs1 ObLT 32 BOITPOC.

Boruns 3amoprana. OHa crpocuiia ero, BHIOpaN JM OH ee
TOJIBKO MTOTOMY, YTO OHa 6oruHsi? Vnu ke oHa cipocuia, JoouT
Ji1 OH ee?

Ona r1yOOKO B3[0OXHYJIA U TIOIHSJIA HA HETrO B3MJIS W3-TI0[]
OIYILIEHHBIX PECHUI;

— Ecin Obl He peicka3zaHue MOUp, Thl Obl BCE PABHO 3aXOTeET
OBbITH CO MHOI1?

[Mepcepona HUMKAK He MOIJA 3aCTaBUTHh CeOsl MOCMOTPETh
Awny B yunio. Ero mia3za 0buti onoOHH J1a3epy, MpOKHUraoIe-



My ee rpy/ab, cepiiie 1 jierkue. OHa He MorJIa JIaxe ceaaTh BIOX
B O)KMJIAHMM, KOIJIa OH 3arOBOPUT — a OH Mojyai. Bmecro 31o-
r0 OH IPOTSIHYJ PYKy M CXBaTHJI ee 3a mogdopomaok. Ero Temno
BUOPHPOBAJIO — OHA YYBCTBOBaJa OYHCTBO CUJIbI BHYTPH €ro, u
Ha MCHOBEHHUE 33/1aJ71aCh BOIIPOCOM: UTO BJIACTENTUH MOA3EMHOTO
1apCcTBa coOMpaICcss OOPyIIUThL Ha Hee?

[ToTom ero xBaTka CMSIrYMIaCh, Majblibl JIETJIU €i Ha ILEKY,
B3IJISI]] OMYCTHJICS K ee rydam.

— 3Haeb, KaK f y3HaJI, YTO MOUPBI MpeTHa3HAYUIN TeOs
MHe? — €ro rojloc CTUX J0 XPUIUIOroO HIENOoTa — TOHa, KOTOPbIM
OH TOBOPHJI B TEMHOTE MX CIAJIbHU MOCIIE 3aHSITUI JTIOOOBBIO.

[Mepcedona MensieHHO MoKayajia TOJIOBOM, 3arHaHHAsl B 3a-
MATHIO €TO B3IJISIOM.

— MHe pacckazas 00 3ToM BKyC TBoel koxu. U enuHCTBeH-
HOE, 0 YeM sI COXaJIeI0, — YTO TaK JIOJTo KU Oe3 TeOsl.

Ero ryObl ocTaBuM 10poXkKy Ha ee nogdopoake u nieke. Ona
3ajiepKalia JIpIXaHue, MPWIbHYB K HEMy, OKujiasi TPUKOCHOBE-
HEs ero ryd. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4to0bl MOIEI0BaTh €€, OH CAemal
Iiar Hazag.

BHe3anHo BO3HUKIIIEEe MEKAy HUMH MTPOCTPAHCTBO JIMIINAJIO
ee YCTOMYMBOCTH, ¥ OOTHHSI CHOBA OIepJiach CIIMHOW Ha KHUK-
HbIE TIOJTKH.

— Y10 31O 6BLIO? — OHA CEPAMTO YCTABUJIACh HA HETO.

AuJ1 MpayHO yCMEXHYJICS:

— [Ipemonus.

[ToTom oH marHyn Briepen, 0OXBaTHJI €€ PyKaMH U TEPeKUHYT



yepe3 1uiedo. [lepcedona B3BU3THYIA OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH.

— Yro THI ENaems?

— JlokaspiBaio, 4To X049y OBITH C TOOOH.

OH Bbiien U3 OMOIMOTEKH U 3a11araj rno KOpuaopy.

— IloctaBb MeHs Ha 3emvunio, Anp!

— Her.

[lepcecpona uyBcTBOBasna, uto OH ymbibaercs. Ero pyka
CKOJIb3HYJIa BBEPX MEXIY ee Oefiep, pa3IBUHYB IUIOTh, U MOTPY-
3us1ach BHYTph. OHa yXBaTWIach 3a TKaHb €ro MUIXkKaKa, YTOObI
HE yIacTb.

— Auo! — npocroHasia oHa.

OH 3axoxoTaJ1, ¥ OHa ObUIa TOTOBA YOUTH €ro 3a 3T0. boruus
CXBaTWJIA €r0 3a BOJIOCHI U TOTSIHYJIA, 3AIIPOKUHYB €r0 TOJIOBY
Ha3aJl B IOMCKax ryd. AW IOMUMHUIICS U TIPUKAT ee K OJTMKaii-
IIei CTeHe, OAapyB SIPOCTHBIM TOIIETyeM, a TOTOM OTCTPaHUJICS
¥ TPOpbIYa el B yXO:

— ¢1 Oyny Haka3bIBaTh TeOs, MIOKA THl HE 3aKPUYMIITh, ITOKA HE
3a0beIIbCcss HA MOEM WICHE B TAKOM 9KCTa3e, UTo y TeOs1 Oosblie
HE OCTAHEeTCsI HUKAKUX COMHEHUI B MOEH JIIOOBU.

Ot ero cioB y [lepcedonbl iepexBaTUIO AbIXaHUE, U €€ Marusi
pOOYIUIIACh, PACTEKIIICH TEIIOM TIO €€ KOXKe.

— Bynpre n06pel cnepkath cBoe oOemtanue, Jopa Auji, — OHa
NpYKaJlach K ero rybamM CBOMMH.

Bnpyr crena nozaau Iepcedonsl nmoaianach, 1 OHA BCKPHK-
HyJIa, a Auj nomarHyscs Briepea. EMy ynanock He gath um 000-
MM yIacTh Ha 1oj1. BoccTraHOBHMB paBHOBECHeE, OH IIOCTABUII €€ Ha



Horu. OHa 3amMeTnIa, Kak OH JAEePKUT ee — 3alluiasi, OOXBaTuB
pyKO# ee Tuieun. boruHs moBepHysa Me M OOHApPYKUIA, YTO
OHH B 00e/IeHHOM 3aJjie. 3a OAaHKETHBIM CTOJIOM CUJIEJIN BCE MO/~
yrHeHHble Aufa, BKimouyas Tanaroca, ['ekaty u Xapona. CteHa,
K KOTOPOI OHU MPUKUMAITUCh, OKA3aJ1ach JIBEPHIO.

Aunpn orkanuisuics, a Ilepcedona yTKHynach JUIIOM €My B
Tpy/b.

— JloOpwiii Beuep, — mo3aopoBajics Auj.

Ee yauBmII0, KaKMM CITIOKOMHBIM OBLT €0 ToJIoc. Y Hero Jaxe
He cOMIIOCH IbIXaHUe, XOTSI OHA CIIbIIIANIA, KaK ObeTCs ero cepale.

Boruns nogymaina, 4to ceituac AW U3BUHUTCS U UCUE3HET,
HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH MPOU3HEC:

— Mmt ¢ nequ IlepcedoHoit ymupaem c rojiona M XOTUM
OCTaThCs HAeIUHE.

Ona 3amepria, a TOTOM TKHYJIa ero B OOK.

Jla umo on meopum?

Jlionu TyT e 3aBUTAIUCh, yOUpasi TApesKu, CTOJIOBbIE MPH-
OOpBI 1 OrpOMHBIE OMTI0Ia C HETPOHYTOM €I0M.

— HoGpblit Beuep, MUJIeAn, MUJIOP.

OHM MOCHENTHO MOKUHYJIM OO€AEHHbI 3a7 ¢ OJIecTAIUMU
I1a3aMu ¥ IIMPOKUMH yibiOkamu. [lepcedona ¢ spkum pyMsiH-
[IEM Ha IIeKaX He MOJHUMaJIa B3I, MOKa Hapoa Auja BbIXO-
JIWJT B KOPUJIOP, YTOOBI MIOECTh IJIe-HUOY/Ib elIle.

Korna onu ocranuch HaenuHe, Auj, He TpaTs BpeMeHH 3ps,
MPUIbHYJI K HE! U BeJl Ha3a/l CIIMHOM, MOKA OHA HE YIep/iach HO-
ramu B CTOJI.



— Thl Besib 3TO HE BCEPbE3?

— Eme kak, — oTBETHII OH.

— B 06enenHom 3asne?

— 41 oueHsb royoeH, a Thi?

Ua.

Ho Goruns gaxe He ycrnesnia OTBeTUTh. AW TIOTHSIT ee Ha CTOJ,
BCTaJl Y HEe MeXk/Iy HOT M OITYyCTHJICS Ha KOJICHH, KaK CJIyra Tie-
pen cBoeit rapuiiei. Ero pyku mogHsIMCh BBEPX T10 €€ TOJICHSIM,
npunoaHumMasi iatbe. Ero ryobl Ipa3sHuig ee, CKOJb3s 10 BHYT-
pEeHHeli TOBEpXHOCTH Oeiep, IOKa He JOCTUTIIN e JIOHA.

[Mepcedona M30rHYIaCh HaJl CTOJIOM, €/1Ba JIbIIIIA, B TO BPEMS
Kak OecroIagHbil S3bIK AWjia IPOHUK B HEe, a ero KOPoTKas
O60poKa Tepiach O YyBCTBUTEBHYIO IJIOTh, CO3/1aBasi BOCXUTH-
TeJbHBIe oryIeHus. OHa MOTSAHYJIAch K OOTY U BIUIENA TAJTbIIbI
€My B BOJIOCHI, U3BUBASICh TOJ €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHU SIMU.

Awup kpenko cxuman [lepcedoHy, BOUBasCh MajabliaMy B Te-
710, 4TOOBI yaiepkaTh ee Ha Mecte. Kpuk BeIpBajics y Hee U3 Tpy-
1M, KOTJIa ero TyObl COMKHYJIMCh Ha 1yBCTBUTEIFHOM XOJIMUKE,
a A3bIK CMEHWJIV TIAJTbIIbI, HATIOJHSAS U PACTATUBAsI, TIOKA B3PbIB
HaCJIAKACHUsI He HAKPBUI €€ C TOJIOBOM.

Ona Obu1a yBepeHa, uTo CHSeT.

3t0 OBLT BOCTOPT, M(POpHs, IKCTA3.

KoTopblii ipepBat CTyK B IBEPb.

[epceona 3amepiia U MOMBITANACH CECTh, HO AW yAepXKa
€e Ha MecTe W 3apbluall, IVIAIsd Ha Hee CO CBOEro Mecra y Hee
MEX/Ty HOT.



— He oOparnait BHUMaHMSI, — 3TO MTPO3BYYANIO Kak npukas. Ero
r71a3a TOPeJv CJIOBHO YIJIU.

OH TpONOKMII CBOM OECHOINa/HbIE JIACKH, JIBUTAsCh BCE
ryOxke, morHee, ObicTpee. [lepcedona eqsa Morna ynepxarb-
cs Ha crosie. OHa efBa Jpllliaja, CJIOBHO CHOBA OKA3aBIIKCh B
CrtuKce, M30 BCEX CUJI CTPEMSCh BHIIUIBITh HA MIOBEPXHOCTD, 3a-
JBIXasiCh, HO C OCO3HAHUEM, YTO 3Ta CMEPTh OblIa ObI CUACTIIU-
BOM.

B nBepb CHOBa MOCTYYaINCh, U POOKHIA TOJIOC KPUKHYJT:

— Jlopn Aun?

[epcedona He y3HAA roJI0C TOrO, KTO OBLT 32 BEPHIO, HO KTO
Obl TaM HU ObUI, OH SIBHO HEPBHUYAJI U y HEro OblIa HA TO MPH-
YIHA, TIOTOMY YTO BhIpakeHue Juia Auja Obuto yOUNCTBEHHBIM.

«/IMEHHO Tak OH BBIIJISIAUT, KOrJa BCTpeyaeT Ay B Tapra-
pe», — mogyMaJsa oHa.

Awuj cen Ha MIATKUA.

— Ilogure npous! — psABKHYJI OH.

[locnenoBano MrHOBEHME TUIIMHBI. A MOTOM TOJIOC TPOU3-
HEC:

— 9T0 BaXXHO, AUJI.

Haxe Ilepcedona ormernia rryOOKyI0 TPEBOTY B TOJIOCE TO-
ro, KTO OBLT 32 ABEPBIO. AWJI B3OXHYJ, BCTAJI U OOXBATHII JIAJI0-
HSIMU €€ JIUIIO:

— 4 Ha cexyHpy, noporasi.

— ThI Beib HE TPUYMHULLL €MY Bpeaa?

— He camimkom cumbHO.



OH He yJBIOHYJICS, BCTAB W BHIWAAS B KOPHUIOP.

I[Nepcedona uyBcTBOBasIA CeOs1 HETOBKO, CHIIS HA KPAlo CTOJNA,
TaK YTO OHAa COCKOJIb3HYJIa C HEro, MonpaBuia 100K W TTPUHSI-
JIach XOAMTH MO FKCTpaBaraHTHoMy oOeneHHoMYy 3aity. Ha nep-
BBIW B3IJISI IEKOP KOMHATHI ObUT upe3mMepHbIM. [10ToNMoK yKpa-
IIaJTM HECKOJIbKO OECTIONIE3HBIX XPYCTAIBHBIX JIIOCTP, Ha CTEHAX
— 30J10Tasi POCIKUCh, a CTYJ1 AKJa BO IJ1aBe cToja OOoJIblIe MOXO0-
J1J1 Ha TpoH. B oBepiiieHne Ko BceMy 60T MepTBBIX peKo o0e-
JlaJl B 9TOM 3aJle, IPEANoYnTasl yHOCUTh €11y B Ipyrue rnomertie-
HUS IBOPLIA. DTO ObLIA O/IHA W3 TIPUYHH, TIOUYEMY OHA Pellnia uc-
MOJIb30BATh 3aJ1 JIJIs1 PA3/IHOBAHUS JHS COJIHIECTOSIHUS — UTO-
Obl BCs 9Ta KpacoTa He Mponajaia 3psi.

Awnp BepHyiica. OH BBINIAAE] Pa3Apa)keHHbIM, YEIOCTH €T0
OBV CKATHI, a B I1a3aX CBEPKaJia COBEPIIIEHHO NHAS HAMPSIKEH-
HOCTb. OH OCTaHOBWJICS B HECKOJIbKMX [IIOMMax OT Hee, Mpsiya
PYKU B KapMaHax.

— Bce B nopsiike? — cipocuiia oHa.

— Jla, — xuBHYI OH. — U Her. Minuac nonoxwit MHe o podiieme,
C KOTOPO# HYXXHO pa300paThcst KaK MOKHO CKOpee.

Omna ycraBWIach Ha HEro B OXKUJAHUU, HO OH HUYEro He 00b-
SICHUJL.

— Korpga 1e1 BepHenbcs?

— Yepes vac. Moxer, 1Ba.

Ona HaxMypwiiach, 1 AW IPUTNONHST ee MOAOOPOAOK Tak,
9TOOBI OHM BCTPETHIIUCH TJIA3aMHU.

— TloBeppb, MOsI goporasi, OCTaBJIATh TeOsI — caMoe TsKeJIoe



pelleHNe U3 BCEX, UTO s IPUHUMAIO KAXIbIA JI€Hb.

— Torma He ocTaBIsIiA, — CKa3asia OHa, OOHMMAasI €ro 3a TAJIHIO. —
S noiiny ¢ TOOOM.

— DTO HEpa3yMHO, — €ro rojioc Mpo3Byyasi rpyoo, u OpoBu
[epcedoHsbl conuMch Ha NEPEHOCUIIE.

— [Touemy?

— Ilepcedona. ..

— DTO MPOCTOH BOIIpOC, — Mepeduia oHa.

— Her, He npocToi, — psABKHYJI OH, & TOTOM B3/I0XHYJI U IIPO-
BeJI NAJIbLIaMU 110 PaCTPENaHHbIM BOJIOCAM.

Borunsi He cBoAMIA ¢ HEro r7a3. Auji HUKOTAA HE BBIXOIMII
u3 cebs Tak, Kak cefiuac. Yto Ha Hero Tak nosiusio? OHa yxe
xoTena OblI0 MOTpedoBaTh OTBETA, HO TIOHSJIA, UYTO HUYEro He
I00BETCsI, TAK YTO BMECTO TOTO CMSATYMIIACK.

— JlagHo. — OHa OTCTynuMIIa Ha 11ar, yBeJIM4rMBasi JUCTAHLIUIO
MeXay HUMU. — S ok Tych TeOs 31ech.

AuJT TOMOPIIUJICS:

— 41 3am1axy CBOIO BUHY.

I[Mepcedona m3ornyna OpoBb:

— IokAHUCE.

['maza Auna otpasuim O1ecK XpyCTaJIbHBIX JIIOCTP.

— Ox, noporasi. Het Hy:k/1bl BHITAATMBaTh U3 MEHs KAATBY. Hu-
YTO HE YIEePKUT MEHsI OT 3aHSITUH JIIOOOBBIO C TOOOM.



I'nasa Il. IlpuxkocHoBeHue ABYJINYHSA

Teno IlepcedoHbl BUOPUPOBATIO, Pa30rpeToe MCKPOM, UTO
nonopocui Auj. Boliis u3-1oa KOHTPOJIs, IiaMsi OXBaTUJIO BCe
ee Tes10. B monckax Toro, Ha 4To MOKHO OBLUIO OBl OTBJIEYBCS, OHA
BBIIILIA U3 IBOPIIA M TIONLIA TI0 Cajly, BJIbIXas apoOMaT BJIAKHOU
MOYBBI U CJIAJIKUX 11BeTOB. BOrvHs riaguia JenecTky v JIUCThS,
MHMO KOTOPBIX TIPOXOMJIA, TIOKA HE BBIIILIA K IUKOMY TOJIIO, T/Ie
KeJITelolas TpaBa TaHIIeBala Ha JIETKOM BETEpKe.

[Mepcedona 6pocuiack 6exaTh, U Tam, IJe ee HOTM Kacalich
3eMJIU, PACITyCKAJIUCh OpaHXeBble 11BeThl. Eii 1axke He MPUXOau-
JIOCh COCpeIoTaunBaThcsl Ha Maruu. OHa JlydaMu MCXOIWIa U3
ee Tena, cCBoOOIHAsI M HeKOHTponupyeMas. K borune npucoeam-
HWIUCH I00epMaHbl AWjia, TOHSISICh IPYT 3a IPYroMm, MoKa OHa
HE OCTaHOBWJIACh y Kpasi jiyra ['ekarsi.

BoruHs cunena, CKpecTUB HOTH, BO3JIE CBOETO KOTTE/IkKa, C 3a-
KPBIThIMU I71a3aMu. [lepcedoHa He 3Hana, METUTUPYET JIU Ta WK
TUIeTeT 3aKkJimHaHue. [leBymika mpearmnonarana, 9to OOruHs KO-
JIOBCTBA U BOBCE MOKET B 9TOT MOMEHT HACBUIATh MTPOKJISITHE HA
KOTO-TO U3 CMEPTHHIX B BEpXHEM MUPE 3a KaKoe-HUOY/Ib THyCHOE
MPECTYIUICHUE TIPOTUB KSHITHH.

Llep6ep, Tucdon u Opd He nocnenosanu 3a [epcedoHoil, Ko-
I71a Ta MPUOMM3WIIACh K OOTHHE.

— Vxe HachTUIach? — cpocuia ['ekara ¢ 3aKphITHIMU IJ1a3a-
MH.



[epceona HUKOrIA HE MPOCTUT ALY TO, UTO CITYYHIIOCH Tle-
pell BCEMM €T0 JIIOIbMU U TETEPb OCTAHETCA B BEKaXx.

— A pa3Be noxoxe? — MpoBopyaJa OHa.

W3-3a cekcyanbHOro oTyasiHusl OOruHs ObljIa MpayHee TyYH.

['exaTa MpUOTKpbUIA CHAYAJIA OJIUH IJ1a3, IOTOM BTOPOIL.

— A, — npousHecia oHa. — X04ellb BMECTO 3TOTO IONPAKTHU-
KOBaThCs1?

— Ecnu Tonbko MOXHO OyeT 4To-HUOYdb B30PBaTh.

EnBa 3ametHas ynapiOka MeTbKHY/IA Ha ATOMHBIX rydax ['eka-
THI.

— Tebe npeacToUT NOMEIUTUPOBATD.

— Iomeoumuposamu !

Mewnbliiie Bcero Ha cete [lepcedone ceituac XxoTenoch OCTaTh-
Ccs1 HaeIMHe CO CBOMMM OYIIYIOIIMMH MBICISIMU. | ekaTa moxJo-
najia o 3emuie psjaoMm c coooil. Ilepcedona B310xHy/Ma U cena.
Bce ee Tesio npoHU3bIBAIO HATTPSIKEHUE, PYKU ObUIM TEIUIBIMU U
BCIOTEBILMHU.

— TBo¥1 nepBbIil ypok, 6oruHs. KoHTpomupyii cBou 3Mo1un.

— Pa3Be 310 ypok?

['ekara Gpocuiia Ha Hee MHOTO3HAYUTETbHBIN BIIJISI.

— Xouelllb IOrOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO npoursonuio? Te aepu pac-
MaXHYJIACh U3-32 TBOEN Maruu. HUKTO HE OTKpBIBAJI X U3HYTPH.

[Mepcedona momxana ryosl 1 oTBena B3raAA. OHa U mpaBaa
JyMaJia, 4To KTO-TO OTKPbLI IBEPH, a HE €€ Marus UxX pacraxsy-
na. TloueMy-To OT 3TOro BCsl CUTYallUs CTaja ellle YHU3UTENIbHEee.

— He paccrpauBaiics, Most MusIast. 9TO CIy4aeTCs U C JTy4Ilun-



MM U3 Hac.

Ee cnosa 3aunTpurosamu [lepcedony.

— W ¢ Toboii Toxke?

['ekara paccmesinach:

— Her, noporasi, MHe He HPaBSATCS JIIOJH.

Ona HaxMypwJIach.

[lepcepona 3Hana, YTO ee SMOIMU CBS3aHBI C €€ CHJIaMHU.
[{BeTHl BHIPHIBAIMCH U3-TI0J] 3€MJIM, KOT/J]a OHA 3JIUJIach, M CTEO-
T OTUIeTany Aula B MOMEHTBI CTpacTu 0e3 MpeaynpexIeHusl.
3nech CTOWIO BCIIOMHUTh U1 MuH(Y, NMpeBpaTUBIIYIOCS B KYCT
MSITHI M3-32 CBOMX K€ OCKOPOUTENBbHBIX CJIOB, U AJIOHKCA, KOTO-
pomy B Cany 6oroB Ilepcedpona yrpoxaia mpeBpaTUTh €ro KO-
HEYHOCTU B BeTBU. He roBopsi yke o TOM, Kak OOTMHSI BECHBI
pa3pyllniIa OpaHKeper CBOeN MaTepu.

— Jlagno. Tel ipaBa, y MeHs ecTh nipoOiema, — npu3Haia [lep-
cepona. — Kak MHe ¢ Hell cipaBUTHCS?

— C nomomipio mpakTuku, — orBetwia I'ekara. — M nocro-
SIHHOU MenuTaruu. Yem varie Tol OyJelib MeMTHPOBATh, TEM
OOJIbIIIe OT STOTO BBHIMTPAEIlh — U Thl, U TBOSI Marusl.

[lepcedona nomopiuach:

— Ho g nenasuocy mepuranuio.

— A THI KOrga-HUOYAb MPOOOBAIA MEAUTUPOBATH?

— Ha, u 310 y*)acHo ckyuxo. Hago Beap mpocTo. .. cudems.

VYronku pra ['ekaTsl TpUNOIHSIINCS.

— Tw 36y naemses. Lenb Mequtanyu B TOM, 4TOObI 0Ope-
CTU KOHTpOJIb. Pa3Be KOHTPOJIbL — 3TO He TO, Yero Tede Tak He



xBataer, [lepcedona?

[onoc I'exatsl 0TO3BAJICS TJIE-TO TITYOOKO BHYTPH, C HOTOM CO-
6nasna. [lepcecpona He MorJia OTpUIIATh, UTO CTPACTHO JKaXKaia
TOro, 4ro npearaia 6oruass. OHa xorena 0OpecT KOHTPOJIb
HaJl BCEeM — CBOE Maruem, CBoeil ’KU3HbI0, CBOUM OYTyIIHM.

— 4 cnymaro, — npousHecna [epcedona.

['exaTa nmpogomkuiIa ¢ TyKaBoM YJIBIOKOM:

— CMBbIC/T MEJUTAIIMMA COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOBI OCTaBaThCs CO-
CPEIOTOYEHHON KaKAYI0 CEKYH/y, BMECTO TOrO YTOOBI OTBJIE-
KaThCsl HA TO, 4TO TeOsI U3BOIUT, — HA TO, UTO TSHET TeOsT BHU3,
3aCTaBJIsIeT TBOIO MAaruio CO3/1aBaTh BOKPYT TeOsI IIIUT.

['ekara 3acTaBuIIa ee BBIMOIHUTDh HECKOIBbKO MEJUTAIINN, Be-
JIeB COCpPeNoTOUnThCs Ha abixaHuu. [lepcedona Obia yBepe-
Ha, YTO BCE MOIJIO OBl MIPOUTH CIIOKOMHO, ey OBl €il yIanoch
HE JaTh CBOEMY pa3ymy OTBjeKarhcsl Ha Auaa. OHa mMorya mo-
KJISICTBCS, UTO BBl OH ObUT IIPSIMO 3a Hell. BoruHs 4yBCcTBO-
BaJla €ro AbIXaHWe Ha CBOEH KOXe, MSTKOe IaparaHbe ero 0o-
POZIKM Ha CBOEU LIEKe, KOTa OH IIENTal ed Ha yXO.

«A oyman o mebe 6eco Oerv».

[Mo cniuHe y Hee mpobexkaa qpoxkb, U BHYTPHU BCE HAPSATIIOC.

«O mom, Kakas mol Ha 6KYC, KAK MO YAeH CKONb3UM 6HYMpU
meos, KaK mvl CIMOHeUlb, K020d Mbl 3AHUMAEMCS TOO0BbIO».

[Mepcedona npukycuiia ryoy, 1 MEKIy HOT Y Hee 3arojibIxa
Hoxap.

«A xouy A0bUMb Mebs MaK cmpacmuo, Umoobl MEOU KPUKU
docmuz.au yutell 8cex HCUBbIX».



[lepcepona chenana pe3kuid B3I0X W OTKpbula riaza. OHa
B3MJIsIHYJA Ha ['ekary — Ta Opocuiia Ha Hee MHOTO3HAYMTEITbHBIN
B3IJISA]], U30THYB OPOBb, M BCTAJIA.

— A 3Haelb, — npou3Hecsa oHa. — [laBaii-ka BCTpsAXHEMCHI.

% %k 3k

— 4 onospawo! — [lepcedpona ckuHyna oesyio U BCKOUMIA C
KPOBATH.

Awj1 3acTOHAT U TIPOTSAHYI K HE! PYKY.

— BepHuch B octesib, — COHHO ITPOM3HEC OH.

He obparast Ha Hero BHMMaHus1, oHa 3a0erayia 1o KOMHaTte B
norckax cBoux Bemierd. Cymouky [lepcedona Haia Ha Kpecie,
Ty — Mo KpoBaThlo, a OIEkKAYy — CMATOM B CKJIAJKax IpPO-
crhieii. OHa BbICBOOOIMIA €€, HO AMJ BHIXBATHII BEllM y Hee
U3 pyK.

— Auj... — 3apbluaja OHa U MOTSIHY/IACh K HEMY.

Ero pyku 00XBaTHJIH €€ 3a TaJIMIO, ¥ OH IePEeKaATHIICS, TIPUKaAB
€€ CBOMM TeJIOM.

Omna 3acmesiiach, U3BUBASICh TIOJT HAM:

— Aup, ipekpartu! 51 1 Tak onasapiBaio, ¥ B 3TOM BUHOBAT Thl.

OH BBINIOJHUJ CBOE OOEIaHue, BEPHYBIIUCH B TMOA3EMHOE
LIAPCTBO OKOJIO TpeX yTpa. CKOJIb3HYB B KPOBATh 1103311 HEe, OH
TIOIEJIOBAT €€ C MOoXeNIaHueM JI00pOil HOUM, HO HE OCTAaHOBHJICS
Ha 3toM. [lo3aHee B TyOOKOM CHe OHa Haxasa KHOMKY «OTio-
KUTh», KOTa 3a3BeHEN Oy/IUJIbHUK.



— He onasgpiBaemn. — OH HAKJIOHWICH, 4TOOBI IOLIEJIOBATE
ee. — 4 mocraBmo TeOs Tyma 3a CeKyHIbI.

— XM-M, — OHa ynepiach pykamu emy B rpyas. — Criacu6o, HO
s IPEAANIOYNTAIO IJTUHHBIN MMy Th.

OH u3orHys1 6poBb U OPOCHIT TPO3HBIN B3MIISA, MIPEKIIE YEM
CKaTuThcA ¢ Hee. OHa CHOBa BCTajla, MOJHAJIA CBOKIO CMATYIO
OEKAY U MOMOPILIMIACS.

— Io3Boub, 51 moMory, — Auj IENKHY/I NMalbl[aMu, U Ha OOTH-
HE TMOSIBIJIOCh CTPOrOe YepHOe TuIaThe U Ty(iu Ha KaOmyKax.

Omna onycruia B3I U ITPOBEJA JIAJIOHAMMU 1O CJIerKa nepe-
JIMBAIOIIENCS TKAHU.

— $1 0OBIYHO HE HOIIly YepHOe, — MPOU3HECIIA OHA.

AuJ yXMBUIBHYJICS.

— [lopanyt MeHs, — MPOU3HEC OH.

Korna Ilepcedona cobpanack, OH HACTOST HA TOM, YTOOBI €e
OTBE3 €ro BOJUTENb, U B UTOTE OHA OKA3aJ1aCh HA 33JJHEM CUE-
Hbe uepHoro «Jlekcyca» Aumga. AHTOHMIA, IIMKJION U ciyra Oora
MEPTBBIX, CUASA Ha BOAUTEIBCKOM KpECie, HACBUCTBIBAJ MEJIO-
auio, B Kotopo# I[lepcedona y3Hana necHio u3 arpooMa Arosuio-
Ha «bebiil BopoH». XOTs1 My3blKa 3TOro 6ora el He 0co00 Hpa-
BWJIACh, TISITHUYHBIN Beyep OHa MpOBejia UIMEHHO B ero Kiyoe,
IIPa3/iHys JI€Hb POXKIEHUA CBOEU JIydlleun noapyr, Jlekcsr Cu-
aepuc. B kiyOe KpyTu/IM UCKITIOYUTEIBHO €roO MECHU, U Terepb
y OOrvHM OBUIO OIIYIIIEHUE, YTO OHA 3HAET UX BCE HAU3YCTb, OT-
Yero ee TOIIHWIIO OT HUX ellle OOJIbIIIe.

Ona u30 Bcex CHJI cTapajach He oOpalmarh BHAUMaHHUS Ha



HEYMOJIKAIIUI (paibleT AMNONIOHA U BCKOpPE OTBJIEKJIACh HA
NIEPEIUCKY C JIeKCou.

«Temnepb Thl OUITUATIBHO 3HAMEHUTOCTh» — TAKUM OBLJIO TIep-
BOE COOOIIIeHUE MOAPYTH.

BoruHio Hakpelia BojHa TpeBoru, koraa Jlekca ormpasuiia
HECKOJIbKO CChUIOK Ha «CPOYHbIE HOBOCTU» Ta3eT co Bcerl Hopoit
['pertuu — Bce OHM ObLTM O Hell 1 Auje.

[Nepcedona neperinia Mo nepBoil cchuike, MOTOM MO CleLy-
I0LIEeN U crenyioniei. boJbIIMHCTBO cTaTtell nepecka3blBaiv Ha
CBOM J1aJ] MOAPOOHOCTH €€ IMyOTMIHOTO BOCCOSMHEHH S C AUIOM
Y WLTIOCTPUPOBATTUCH N300 IMUNTETbHBIMU (hoTorpacpusmu. bo-
T'MHs IOKpacHena, yBujeB ux. OHa He OXujana, 4To 1apb MepT-
BBIX MMOSIBUTCSI B BEpXHEM MUpe, U Tipu Bujie ero y Ilepcedons
efiBa He pasopBajioch cepaile. OHa rnoadexana K Hemy, IPbITHY-
Ja B ero oObATUSI U 0OBMJIA HOTAMHM, CIIOBHO Tak W Hano. Pyku
Awujia MOaXBaTUIIU €e CHU3Y, a UX TYObl CJIMJIUCH B MOIIEye, KO-
TOPBIN OHA JIO CUX TOP OIIYyIaJa Ha CBOMX T'y0ax.

[Mepcedona momkHa ObUIa IPEABUIETH 3Ty OYpIO B MeAHan3-
JAHUSIX, HO TIOC/Ie BEUEPUHKH M0 CIyvalo JAHS poxkaeHus JIekchl
OHA MpOBeJIa BBIXOAHBIE B MOJ3EMHOM 11apCTBE, YEUHUBIIINCH C
AWujIoM B ero criajibHe — u3yyvasi, 1ackasi u noquuHsisicb. OHa na-
K€ He 33yMbIBajIach O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAWIIO B BEPXHEM MUPE
ToCJIe ee yXojia. A ¢ TAKMMH U300paKEHUSIMU CIIOKHO OBLITO M3-
6e’KaTh JOMBICJIOB U CTyXOB M0 MOBOJAY UX OTHOIIEHUH.

[MocnenHuii 3aroIOBOK Harryrasl ee OOJbIIe BCero:

Bce, 4TO BaM HY:KHO 3HATh O JIOOOBHHUIIE Ana



3710 OBLT CaMbIil CTPAIIIHBIN €e HOYHOW KOIMap.

Ona mpobexaia ra3amMy CTaThlo, C OOJNerYeHreM OOHApY-
’KUB, UTO TaM HeT MH(OPMAITNH, pacKphIBAIOIIeH ee O0KeCTBEeH-
HOe npoucxoxaeHue, Ho [lepcedoHe Bce paBHO cTalio He Mo ce-
6e. Tam roBopuiioch, uto oHa 3 OIUMIMM, YeThIpe roja Ha-
3a]] Havaja nocemars YHuBepcuter HoBbIx A(pUH M OKOHUYMIIA
ero 1o cnenuaibHoCTH «KypHanucTuka». B crarbe Takxke Obl-
JI0 HECKOJIBKO LIUTAT CTYAEHTOB, YTBEPKIABIIMX, UYTO «OHH C HEel
3HAKOMBI», — IIEPIIbI BPOJIE «MOXKHO CKa3aTh, OHA AEUCTBUTEIIHHO
yYMHa», «OHa Bceraa Obljla THXOHEH» M «OHa MHOTO YUTAET».

Eme crathst mogpoOHO paciuchiBajia UCTOPUIO COOBITUI ee
’KU3HU, BKJII0Yast CTaxxupoBKy B «HoBoctsax HoBeix Acdun», cTa-
ThU 00 Auje u ux npumuperue Bosne «Kode Xayc».

«O4YeBUALBI TOBOPAT, YTO UM OBUTM HEW3BECTHBI MOTHBBI
Awupa, Korzia ToT 0ObSIBUJICS B BEPXHEM MUPE, HO OKa3aJIoCh, UTO
OH C/leNiall 3TO C LeJIbI0 UCKYNHUTh BUHY Tepesl KypPHATUCTKON
[Mepcedonoii Poy3u, n3-3a uero BO3HUKAET BOIMPOC: KOIJa Ha-
qaJIcs UX poMaH 7»

[MepcehoHa oco3Hasla UPOHHMIO BCEH CUTYallMM — OHA Obl-
J1a Ky pHAJIMCTOM-paccaenoBareneM. OHa 0boskalia UCCIIEI0BAaTh.
Obosxkasia [oOUpaThCs JI0 CYyTH MPOOJIEMBI, TIPEIOCTABIIATH (hak-
THI ¥ CIIacaTh CMEPTHHIX OT THEBa OOroB, MOMYOOKECTB U MX Ca-
MHUX.

Ho ceiiuac Bce ObU1O MHAYeE.

Peub 111a 0 ee TMUHON KU3HMU.

Omna 3Hasa, Kak paboTaeT mpecca — Terepb OHA CTajla 3araf-



KO, KOTOPYIO HYXHO pa3rajarb, U T€, KTO UCCJIeJOBAJ €€ Mpo-
IJI0€, CTaJIM Yrpo30M BCEMY, HaJl YeM OHA TaK YIOPHO TPYAU-
JIack.

Yrpo3oii ee cBoOOIE.

«51 3Ha10, UTO ceityac Thl MCUXyelllb, — Hanucana Jlekca. — He
Hago0».

«Tebe erko roBOpUTh. DTO HE TBOE UMs MECTPUT BO BCEX
3arOJIOBKaX».

Ilogpyra orBernia:

«TexHuuecKku 3To He TBOe UMs, a Auja».

[Mepcedona 3akatuina miaza. OHa He XoTeja ObITh YbEH-TO
coOcTBeHHOCThI0. OHa XOTesla UMETh COOCTBEHHOE MMs, 3aCITy-
JKEHHOE TSIKEJIBIM TPY/IOM, HO OTHOIIIEHHUsSI ¢ OOTOM JIMIITWIN ee
3TOTIO.

M 4dTo CKaxeT ee HaYaJIbHUK?

HemeTpuii AaToc ObUT 3aMeuaTebHBIM pyKoBoauTeneM. OH
BEPUJI B MPABJy U CTPEMUJICSI IOHOCUTD €€ TIPH JII0OBIX 00CTOsI-
TesibeTBax. OH yBOIMII AJJOHHMCA 3a TO, YTO TOT Ha3Bau [lepcedo-
HY CTepBOH U yKpai ee padory. [ToHsIB, MO KaKUM JIaBJieHHEM
OHa OKa3ajach M3-3a CBOMX cTaTell 00 Auje, OH cKa3all eH, YTo
OHa He 00s3aHa IMPOIOJIKATh, €clii He XxoueT. Ho Bce 310 OBLIO
TOT/1a, KOTJ]a OH He 3HaJI, YTO OHA BCTPEUaeTCsi ¢ O0TOM MEPTBBIX.

KakoBsl OyyT nocneacteus?

Bozu, el Hy’)KHO TIPEeKpaTUTh TyMaTh 00 3TOM.

OHa cocpenorounsia B3IJIsA Ha TejiepoHe U HaruMcana OTBET
Jlekce.



«IIpexparu n3berars JIYUIIIEN noBOCTM 3TOrO mHsA. ITo-
3[IPABJISIIO C IEPBbIM THEM !»

Jlekcy HaHsuM TulaHMpOBaTh MeporpusaTus ¢onga «Kuma-
puc», HeKoOMMepueckor opranu3aunu Aupa. [lepcedona y3Hana
00 3TOM BCKOpe Tocjie OObSIBIEHUS O 3aITyCKe TIPOEKTa « AJIKH-
OH».

Jlekce npensnoxuny padoTy MpsIMO B IEHb €€ POKAECHUS.

— Ona 06bI B JIOOOM CTydae Toiydusa 3Ty padoTy, — Moxkas
medamu Aup, korga Ilepcedona cripocuia, He OH JiM BCE ITO
ycrpowil. — OHa UIeasIbHO U1 Hee MOIXOAMT.

«Cnacu60, comnbiko! $1 Tak BomHytoch!» — orBeTnna Jlekca.

— MbI Ha mMecTe, MUIeIN.

CnoBa AHTOHMSA NPUBJIEKJIM €€ BHUMaHUE K AKPOMOIIO.

Ilepcepona mMpoko pacnaxHysa Ila3a, BHyTPH y HEE CJIOBHO
3aTSHYJICA y3€J1, KOIrJla OHa BBIIVISIHYJIA B OKHO.

VY BXoma B 37aHME BBICOTOM B CTO OIMH 3Tax coOpaiach
orpomHas Tonmna. OxpaHa BbIIUIA K HAM, YTOOBI KOHTPOJIMPO-
BaTh CUTYAIHIO, U paccTaBmiia Oapbepbl. HECKOIBKO CMYITIIEHHBIX
PaOOTHHMKOB THITAIUCH MPOPBATLCA B 3[JaHUE CKBO3b OPYIIYIO
tonmy. [lepcedona noHsiia, 4To BCe OHM 3/1€Ch U3-32 HEE, U T10-
pajoBaiach, YTO OKHA MalIMHBI AWa ObUIM MPAKTUYECKH Yep-
HBIMHU U Yepe3 HUX HEBO3MOXKHO 3aIjIsIHyTh B cajioH. U Bce xke
OHA CJIErKa COCKOJIb3HYJIa BHU3 IO CUJIEHBIO, 3ACTOHAB:

— O Her.

AHTOHUI NTPUTIOAHSUT OPOBB, TOCMOTPEB Ha Hee Yepe3 3epKa-
JIO 33JHETO BUAA:



— Yro-TO HE Tak, Muiaean?

Ona BcTpeTuach C HUM B3IJISIIOM, CMYILIEHHAsI €r0 BOMPO-
COM.

Koneuno, umo-mo ne max!

[Ipecca, 3Ta TOJNMA, OHU YTPOXKAIIH. .. BCEMY.

— A TbI He MOT ObI BBICAJJUTh MEHSI Yepe3 KBapTa orciona’? —
cnpocuna [lepcedona.

AHTOHUIT HAXMYPUJICS:

— Jlopa Auj Benes MHE BBICAAUTh BaC BO3jie AKPOIOJS.

— Jlopna Aupa 31ech HeT, U, Kak BUIUIIb, 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, —
CKa3aJjia OHa, CTUCHYB 3yObl. [ToTOM OHa cJieasia riryOOK i BIOX,
YTOOBI YCOKOUTHCs. — [Toxkamnyiicra?

[ukon cmaryuics U caenani, Kak oHa Benena. Iloka onu exa-
m, [Tepcedona coznaia mapy CONMHIIE3AIUTHBIX OYKOB M cOOpa-
JIa BOJIOCHI B TTyYOK. DTy MAaCKUPOBKY BPs[I JIM MOXKHO OBLJIO Ha-
3BaTh JOCTaTOYHOM, HO €€ JIOJIXKHO ObLJIO XBATUTh, YTOOBI HE TTPH-
BJIEYb BHUMAHUS TTPOXOKHUX.

AHTOHMIT CHOBa OPOCHJI Ha Hee B3TJISAL U MPEIJIOKIIL:

— 4l Mory npoBOIUTh BacC JI0 IBEpEu.

— Her, Bce B nopsiike, Autonuii. Cniacu6o.

[{ukJon moep3ain Ha CHIIEHbE — eMy SIBHO ObLIO HEKOoMpOpT-
HO.

— Aujly 9TO HE TIOHPABUTCH.

OHa BcTpetuiiach ¢ AHTOHMEM B3IJISIIOM B 3€pKaJie.

— ThI BeIb HE paccKkaxelb eMy, npasjaa?

— Tak 6bu10 OBI MyUIIe A5 Bac, Munenu. Jlopa Aun obecre-



g1 OBl BaC BOJIUTEJIEM, YTOOBI IIPUBO3UTH Ml YBO3UTH C PAOOTHI,
Y STUIOM IS 3aIlUTHI.

[Mepcedona He HyXJajlach HA B BOJWTEJIE, HA B OXPaHe.

— Tloxanyiicrta, — nonpocuia oHa AHtoHusi. — He roBopu
Awnny.

Eit Hy’xHO ObLJ10, 4TOOBI OH TIOHSUT. IHaue oHa OyfieT 4yBCTBO-
BaTh ceOsl Y3HUIIEH, a 3TO TO, OT YEero OHa IbITaJlach cOEXaTh
OoJIbIlIe BOCEMHAIIIATH JIET.

[{ukson caancs He cpasy, HO MOTOM HaKOHell KUBHYIL:

— Kak nosenaere, MuJIeid, HO €CJIM YTO-TO TMORIET He TakK, s
Cpasy 3Ke IMO3BOHI0 0ocCy.

Omauuro. dtoro en Oyaet gocratouno. OHa noxyonana AH-
TOHMS TIO TUIeUy:

— Crlacu00, AHTOHHUIA.

[epcedona nokuHyaa 6€30MacHbIN CaJIOH MAIIUHBI U TOILIa
C OIyILIEHHOHN TOJIOBOM B CTOpPOHY AKponons. ['yneHue Tosmsl
CTAaHOBHWJIOCH BCE IPOMYE, ¥ OOTHHSI 3aMepJia, YBUIEB, UTO JIIOJen
cTajo erie OOJbIIE.

— O 6oru, — MPOCTOHAJIA OHA.

— Jla yx, 3aBapuJia Tl Kallly, — POMU3HEC rojioc y Hee 3a Tuie-
yoMm. OHa pa3BepHyJIach 1 yBHEa IPEKPACHOTO roIyOOIIa30ro
oora.

I'epmec.

3a mocneHue HeCKOJIBKO MeCSIIEB OH CTaJl OJJHUM M3 €€ JIIO-
OrMbIX 00roB. OH ObLIT KPAaCUBBIM M CMEIITHBIM 1 BCer/ia Nmoaoai-
puBan ee. CerogHsi oH ObUT OfIeT Kak cMepTHbIA. Hy, 110 6071b-



et yactu. ['epmec no-npexHemMy ObLT HEECTECTBEHHO MPEeKpa-
CeH Onarofiapsi 30JI0THIM Ky/IPSIM U CUSIOINIECH OPOH30BOH KOXKe.
B kaudecTBe Hapsia OH BBIOpal pO30BYI0 pyOallIKy 1Mojio U TeM-
HbIE KUHCHI.

— Kanry? — cMylieHHO nepecrpochiia OHa.

— CMmepTHBIE TOBOPST TaK, KO/ MOMAAAI0T B HEMPUSTHOCTH.
Thl pa3Be HUKOT/IA HE CIblmana?

— Her, — oTBeTHs1a OHA, HO B 9TOM He ObIJIO HUYETO YAUBUTEb-
Horo. borvHs npoBena BoceMHaaaTh JIET B CTEKJISTHHON TIOPb-
Me. OHa MHOTO 4ero He 3Hasa. — YTo Thl 371€Ch Jestaein?

— VYBuaen HoBocTH. — OH HIMPOKO YibIOHYIICA. — Bbl ¢ TBOMM
MaJIbUUIIKON-UTPYIIKOI ! Tereph O(pUIMaIbHO B OTHOIIEHUSIX.

[lepcedona Briepuia B HErO CBUPETIbIN B3I/,

— MyXYMHOU-UTPYIIKON? — IPEJIOKHUIT OH.

Ona Bce enie rHEBHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro.

— JlagHo, xoportio. BoroM-urpyiikomu.

Ona caanach ¥ B3[I0XHYJIa, CIIPSITAB JIMIIO B JIAJOHSIX.

— $1 GosbIlie HUKOT/IA HE CMOTY HUKY/IA XO/IUTh.

— 9710 He TaK, — npousHec ['epmec. — Thl IPOCTO HE CMOXeEIIb
HUKY/1a XOOUTb, HE OKPYKEHHAs TOJIION.

— Tebe HUKTO HEe TOBOPHII, UTO OT TeOsI HET HUKAKOM TOJIb3bI?

— Her. B cmrbicrie, s ke mocnaHHUK OOTOB M BCE TaKOE.

— A 37eKTpoHHas mouTa Tedst pa3Be He 3aMeHua?

! Boy-toy (auea. «MalbuUK-UIPYILIKa») — MOJIOJOM YeIOBEK, COCTOSIINIA B JTIOOOB-
HOW CBSA3Y C JKEHIIMHOMN, KOTOpast OOBITHO CTapIIIe [0 BO3PACTY U COEPXKUT €TI0 (npuM.
nepesoouUKa) .



['epmec Hatyn ryObl.

— Hy u Ot KOro teneppb TyT HUKaKOU IMOJIb3bI?

[lepcedona cHoBa BhIIMIsIHY/A 32 yrona 3aaHus. OHa Movys-
CTBOBaJIA, Kak noAodoponok I'epmeca yTkHysICA el B MakylIKy,
KOTJIa OH MPOCJIEII 32 €€ B3ISIOM.

— A mouemy Thl IPOCTO HE NEPEHECEIbC BHYTPb? — [IOMHTE-
pecoBaJICs OH.

— $1 nbITAl0Ch COXPAHUTH BUAUMOCTD, YTO sI CMEPTHAs, a 3TO
3HAYMT, YTO MHE HEJIb3s1 TIOJIb30BATHCS Markedl B BEpXHEM MHUpe.

Ona OblTa HE B HACTPOEHUH OOBSCHSATH, YTO €IIe TOIBKO
YUUTCS KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOIO Maruio.

— Ho 10 %€ 6e3ymue. [louemy Thl HE XOUelllb CTYNIUTDb Ha ITY
MIPUTATATENIbHYIO TOPOXKKY ?

— Yro TebGe HeMOHATHO B HOPMAJIbHOM CMEPTHOM KU3HU

— Boo0i1ie Huuero.

Koneuno, oH He noHumai. B omnuue ot Hee 'epmec Beerna
cylecTBOBal Kak onummnuelt. [To mpaBsie roBopsi, OH Ha4aj CBOIO
KM3Hb TAK K€, KaK kWUJI cefiuac, — MIIyTOBCKHU.

— Cnymaid, ecu Tbl He COOMpaeNIbesi IOMOYb. . .

— ITomoub? A THI ipOCHIIIH?

— Her, ecnu 310 3HauuT, 4TO 51 Oymy JOIKHA TeOe YCayry, —
owbicTpo otBetwia [lepcedona.

V 60roB ObLIO Bee: OOraTcTBO, BIACTh, OECCMEPTHE — UX Ba-
JHOTOM OBUIM YCITYTH, KOTOPBIE SIBJISUIUCH, 110 CYTH, KOHTPAKTOM.
Ero peramm onpenensmck B OyAylieM, U OT €ro WCIOJTHEHUs
HeJIb3s1 OBLIIO OTKA3aThCs.



Omna nipeanouna 6bl yMEpeTh.

— Torpa He ycnyry, — ckazan oH. — CBUJaHue.

Omna Opocuiia Ha Hero pa3apakeHHbIA B3IJIS.

— Tw xouerb, 4ToOb Aup TeOs YHUUTOKUI?

— 51 xouy NOBeceNuThCsl CO CBOEU MOAPYIoi, — mapupoBas
I'epmec, ckpecTHB pyKu Ha rpyau. — Tak 4Tto JaBal, YHUYTOXKb
MEHH.

OHna ycTaBuIaCh Ha HETO C PUTBOPHBIM MOIO3PEHUEM, a T10-
TOM YJIBIOHYJIACK:

— JIoroBOpuiImce.

Bor otBeTu eif 0OBOPOKUTETBHOMN YIBIOKOI:

— Kak Hacuer naTHuLibpl?

— IIpoBeau MeHs B 3TO 3[1aHKE, U 51 IPOBEPIO CBOE pacruca-
HHUE.

OH MIMPOKO YITBIOHYJICS:

— byner caenano, Cedu.

['epmec ncue3 U TYT ke BO3HMK B CaMOM LIEHTPE TOJIIIbI.
Ero ¢anarsl 3aBu3kanu, ymupas ot Bocropra. ['epmec ynusai-
cs1 BHUMaHUEM, BbIUChIBasi aBTorpadsl U no3upys s ¢GoTo-
rpacuii. Tem Bpemenem Ilepcedona npokpaiach o TpoTyapy u
HUKEM He 3aMe4eHHas MPOHUKIIA B AKpornoiib. OHa Opocuiach K
mdTaM, OIYCTUB TOJIOBY, TIOKA KJajla CBOEW oYepeu B IpyIie
moneit. JleByika yyBCTBOBaja, YTO OHU TapallaTcs Ha Hee, HO
9T0 ObUTO He BaxkHO. OHa yxke Oblia B 3AaHUM, €l yiaaoch n3oe-
JKaTh TOJIIBI, M TETIEPh OHA MOTJIA MOTNACTh Ha PadoTy.

Korpaa oHa npuexasa Ha CBOM 3Tax, B IPUEMHOM €€ BCTPETHIIA



HOBBII1 cekpeTtapb, Enena. OHa 3amenuna Basnepu, kotopast noa-
HSJIACh HA HECKOJIBKO 3TaXel, YyCTPOUBIINCH Ha padoTy B Kpe-
aTUBHOE areHTCTBO «Jly® M opes», MApKETUHTOBYI0 KOMIIAHUIO
3esca. Enena Obuta Mosioxe Basiepu u erie yunsach, a 3HaUMT,
ObLIa TOTOBA YTOXAATh U yabiOaThes. Eiie oHa Oblia 04eHb Kpa-
CUBOU — C CHHUMH, KaK carupbl, [JIA3aMHU, CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCA-
MU, HUCHAJIABIIMMHU KacKaJoM JIOKOHOB, M MJI€AJIbHBIMU PO30-
BbIMU T'yOamu. [Ipu 3TOM B 11€710M OHa MPOCTO OblIa OYE€Hb MU-
sou. [lepcedoHe oHa HpaBUIACh.

— Jo6poe ytpo, [lepcedona! — mpomsHeca neByIKa Hapac-
neB. — Haneioch, BaM OBbLJIO HE CJIMIITKOM CJIOKHO TIOTIACTh B 371a-
HUE.

— BoBce Het, — 60rMHe ynaaoch COXPaHUTh CIIOKOMHBIN TO-
noc. HaBepHoe, 310 ObUIa BTOpasi MO BEJIMYMHE JIOKb, YTO OHA
KOTJa-MO0 MPOM3HOCKIIA, — TTOCHIe ee OOeIIaHusl MaTepy Jep-
*KaTbcs nogaibiie ot Auga. — Crniacu6o, Enena.

— Bam yxke HeckoJbKO pa3 3BOHWUJIM 32 CErOJHSIIHEE YTpO.
Ecnu Tam ObUTH UCTOpUM, KOTOPBIE MOTJIM BaC 3aMHTEPECOBaTh,
s1 OTOPABJISIa MX BaM Ha TOJIOCOBYIO MOYTY. A €CJIM 3BOHWIIU C
pocbOOi 00 MHTEPBBIO, 5 3AMKChIBaIa COOOIIIEHNUE, — OHA IO/~
HslJIa OTPOMHYIO CTONKY LIBETHBIX CTUKEPOB. — OHU BaM HY:KHbI?

IlepcedoHa ycraBuiiach Ha KUIy 3alMCOK:

— Her, cmacu6o, Enena. Tol v ipaBaa Jydinasi.

JleBy1ika yabIOHyIacCh.

Crouno Tonbko IlepcedpoHe MoOBEpHYTHCA K CBOEMY CTOIY,
Kak EyeHa okyivkHyna ee:



— O, a emie lemeTpuil IpoCcui Bac 3aiT K HEMY.

Vikac TsKeJbIM TPY30M OITYCTHJICS y Hee BHYTPH, CJIOBHO KTO-
TO 3aKUHYJI KaMeHb MPsMO el B ropiyio. OHa CIJIOTHYJ/IA U BBIMY-
YEHHO YJILIOHYIaCh:

— Cracu6o, Enena.

[Nepcedona nepeceksa padoumii 3a ¢ UAEATHHO POBHO pac-
CTaBJICHHBIMU CTOJIaMH, OpOCHWJIa Bellld U Hawia cede Jariky
kode, nmpexae yem OoTrpaButThes B kadbunet [demerpust. OHa 3a-
CTBIJIa B JIBEPSIX, OKA3aBIIIKUCh HE TOTOBOH MPUBJIEUb K ceOe BHU-
MaHue. Ee HauanbHUK cujien 3a CTOJIOM, YCTaBUBIINCH B ILJIAH-
miet. Jlemerpuid ObUT TIPUBJIEKATEIBHBIM MYXYMHOW CpPEIHErO
BO3pAcTa C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH C MPOCE/IbI0 U HEM3MEHHOM Jier-
Koii metuHou. OH BcerJa BHIOMPA [IBETHYIO OJIEKIY U TAICTYKU
¢ pucynkom. CerogHsi Ha HeM ObLIa SIPKO-KpacHasi pyoarika u
roy0as 6ado4ka B OeJIblii TOPOIIIEK.

Ha crone nepen [lemerpuem Jiexana CTOIKA ra3eT ¢ 3arojoB-
KaMH, ITOJOOHBIMU:

Jlopa Amg Berpedaercsi co cmeptHon? Kypnaamcr-
Ky 3acTaju nejymomeiicsi ¢ 6orom MepTBbix. CmepTHas,
OKJIeBeTaBIIasl IJapsi NOA3€MHOr0 MIpa, BII00nIach?

Hemerpuii, TOIKHO OBITh, TIOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ B3IJIsA[, IOTOMY
YTO HAKOHEIl MOMHsUI I1a3a OT riaHmiera. CTaThs, KOTOPYIO OH
YHUTas, OTPa3Wiach B €ro OUYKax B uepHoi orpase. OHa mpoun-
TaJia 3aroJIoBOK. JTO ObL eIl O/IUH IIEIEBP O HEMl.

— Ilepcedona. [Moxainyiicta, Bxoau. 3akpoii JBEPb.

KameHb y Hee B KMBOTE BAPYT CTaJl €IIE TsKeee. 3aKPbITh-



cs B KabuHete [lemeTprst ObLIO TTOAOOHO BO3BPAIICHUIO B OPaH-
KEepero MaTepu — ee TpeBora BO3pOCya, U OHa BJIPYTr OLIyTHJIA
cTpax ObITh Haka3zaHHOU. Ee Koxa 3armosbixana, ropio cxkaioch,
SI3BIK CTAJI TOJICTBIM U HEMTOBOPOTIIMBBLIM. . . Kazasnocs, [lepcedo-
Ha BOT-BOT 33JJOXHETCSI.

«Bot oHO, — nogymana oHa. — Celyac OH MEHS YBOJIUT».

To, Kak OH OTTATMBAJ BpeMsi, IPUBEJIO €€ B OTUasiHUE. 3aueM
OH npenyioxkui e cectb? [louemy Ben cedsi Tak, CJIOBHO Oyner
HENPUATHBINA Pa3roBop?

OHa cnenasia ryOOKHI BIOX U TIPUCESia Ha Kpau CTyJa.

— Yem BbI 3aHUMAETECh? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, IVISI/1s1 HA KUITYy ra-
3eT. — BoiOupaere syurime u3 aydimx?

— He cMmor yaepxarscs, — ycMexHyJsics OH. — Takas 3axBaThbl-
BAIOIIAs] UCTOPUSL.

[epcedona Gpocuiia Ha HETO CEPAUTHIN B3IJISI.

— Bam 4t0-TO OBUIO HY)XHO? — HAKOHEI] CIPOCHJIA OHA B Ha-
JEKAe CMEHUTh TEMY — B HAJEXAe, YTO MPUYMHA, [0 KOTOPOH
OH BBI3BaJI €€ K ceOe, He MMesIa HIIero OOIIero Co BCeMH STUMH
3aroJIOBKaMH.

— Ilepcedona, — npousHec [lemerpuii, 1 OHa MOMOPIIXTIACH
OT JISJIMKATHOTO TOHA ero royioca. Yto Obl TaM HU OBLIO, HUYETO
XOPOIIIEro ee JKAaTh He MOIJI0. — Y TeOsl OrpOMHBIN MOTEHIHAT, U
ThI K€ JJOKa3ajia, 4TO roToBa OOPOTHCS 3a MPaBY — 51 3TO OUEHb
LIEHIO.

OH yMOJIK, U ee TeJIo erie OoJblle HAMPSIIOCh, TPUTOTOBHB-
IIMCh K yIapy, KOTOPbI OH COOMpAJICS] HA Hee OOPYIIHTh.



—Ho... — npousHecna oHa, 10rabIBasich O HalpaBJIEHUU pa3-
rOBOpa.

JlemeTpwuii B3IJISTHYJ Ha Hee ¢ elrie OOJIBIIIM COUYBCTBUEM.

— Tl 3Haeb, 4To 51 Obl HE cTall TeOs1 MPOCUTH, €CiU Obl MHE
HE MPUIILIOCh, — CKa3aJsl OH.

Ona 3amoprasa, HaXMypuB OpPOBH:

— IIpocuts 0 yem?

— OO0 3KCKJII03UBHOM HHTEpBbI0. O TBOMX OTHOILEHUSIX C
Aunom.

Vkac BHIOpaJICs U3 ee JKMBOTA, PACIIPOCTPAHUBIIIKCH HA TPY/Ib
U JIeTKue, U OOrMHS MOYYBCTBOBAIA, KAK KPOBb OTJIMJIA OT e
JMILA.

—INouemy BaM pUXOOUTCSI 0O ITOM MIPOCUTH? — €€ TOJIOC 3BY-
YaJl HAMPSIKEHHO, M OHA TBITAJIACh COXPAHUTH CIIOKOMCTBUE, HO
€€ pyKH, CKUMAIOIINE YalKy ¢ Koe, yke ApoKau.

—Ilep...

— BwI cka3anm, 4ro He cTaau Obl MPOCUTh, €C OBl BaM He
NPUIILIOCH, — Mepeduiia oHa. OHa ycTana OT TOro, Kak OH Ipo-
W3HOCHUT €€ UMs. YcTasla OT TOro, Kak 00120 OH NIEPEXOIUT K CY-
TH. — Tak noyemMy Bbl pocute?

— DTO NPUIIO CBEPXY, — OTBETWII OH. — MHe ACHO Aayu Mo-
HSATh, YTO THI JTMOO Jaelib HaM MHTEPBBIO, TMOO OOJIbIIE 3/1eCh
He paboTaelllb.

— CBepxy? — NOBTOpMJIA OHA M HA MTHOBEHHUE 3aMOJIKJIA, BCIO-
MuHast umsl. HakoHer oHO BCruibuio B ee rosose. — Kan CraBpoc?

Kan CraBpoc 0b11 cMepTHBIM. OH SIBJISIICS TJIABHBIM FICTION-



HUTEJIbHBIM IUPEKTOPOM «INMUK KOMMBIOHUKEHIIIHC , KOTOPHIM
npuHamiexam «Hosoctn Hoeix Apun». [lepcedone masno uto
ObLIO O HEM M3BECTHO, KPOME TOTO, YTO OH ObLIT JTIOOMMIIEM Tao-
nouos. [To Gombliel yacTh MOTOMY, YTO OH ObLT KPAaCUB — €ro
uMs1 B OyKBAJIbHOM TEPEBOIe 03HAYAIO «KOPOHOBAHHBIN KaK Ca-
MBI/ KPACUBBIN».

— 3aueM I71aBHOMY HCIIOTHUTETIFHOMY JIMPEKTOPY TpeOoBaTh
9KCKJIIO3UBHOE UHTEPBBIO?

— He kaxpiii eHb y3HAEIIIb, 9TO Ha TeOs1 padoTaeT MojIpyKKa
camoro 6ora MepTBbIX, — ipousHec emerpuii. — Bee, K uemy ThI
IIPUKOCHEIIbCS, IPEBPATUTCS B 30JI0TO.

— Torna naiite MHe nucath O YeM-HUOY/Ib elle, — MOMpOCuIIa
OHa. — Y MeHs1 Ha T'0JIOCOBOM TMOYTE U CPE/IM MUCEM Kyua HaBO-
JIOK.

It0 AeicTBUTENHHO ObLIO Tak. CoOOIIeHHs JIMIIUCh Ha Hee
MOTOKOM C TOTO MOMEHTa, Kak Oblla OMyO/IMKOBaHA ee nepBast
craths 00 Augie. IlepcedpoHa MeIJIeHHO pacCOPTUPOBHIBAJIA UX,
OpraHu3ysl 0 ManKaM B COOTBETCTBUH C OOramMu, KOTOPBIX OHH
KpuTuKoBamy. OHa MOIJIa HaNKcaTh O JII0OOM OJIMMITHIIIE, 1aXe
0 COOCTBEHHOHN MaTepH.

— TbI MOXeIIb HancaTh O YeM-HUOY/b ele, — ckazai lemer-
puii. — Ho, 6010ch, HaM Bce paBHO HYXKHO OT TeOsI SKCKITIO3UBHOE
VHTEPBBIO.

— Bbl Bellb 3T0 He Bcepbe3? — BCE, YTO OHA CMOIJIA BbIAABUTD,
HO Jiuno lemeTpusi Bblpaxaao OJHO3Ha4HbI OoTBET. OHa mnpej-
IIPUHSJIA €11e OAHY MOMBITKY: — DTO Belb MO JIMYHAS KU3Hb.



Barnsig ee HauanbHMKA yHall HA CTONKY ra3eT Mepej] HUM.

— U oHa crana myOIuIHOM.

— Kaxercs, Bbl TOBOPWIIN, UTO MOMMETE, €CJIU 5 3aX04y Ipe-
KpaTuTh nucath 00 Auje.

[epcedpona 3amerunna, kak y JleMeTpusi OyCTUIINCH TUIEYH, U
€M CTaJIO HEMHOTO JIErYe OTTOr0, YTO OH, IO KpauHEN MEPE, TOKE
ObLJI CJIerKa 3TUM JEMOPAIA30BaH.

— Y MeHs cBa3aHbl pyky, Ilepcedpona, — oTBETHI OH.

[Nocne 3arsiHyBILIErOCsl MOTYaHUSI OHA CIPOCUJIA:

— W 310 BCce? Y MEHs HET MpaBa OTKa3aTbCs?

— V¥ 1e0s ectb BbIOOP. MHE HyXHa CTaThsl K CACAYIOIIEH MST-
HUILIE.

[ocne storo lemerpuid ee OTIYCTHII.

Ilepcedona BepHynack k cBoemy crony. Ee pasym oT4asiHHO
TIBITAJICSI HAWTH BBIXOJI U3 CJIOKUBIIEHUCS CUTYallul — UHOM, KPO-
Me KaK Hamucarh CTaThlo WM yBOIUThcsA. OHa meuTana pado-
tatb Ha «HoBocTr HoBBIX AprH» € TEX caMbIX IMOP, KaK pelmia
MIOWTH Ha XYPHAJIUCTUKY B CBOM NEPBBIM rof B KoyepLke. OHa
TIOJTHOCTBIO TIOBEpPUJIa B UX MAHTPY PaccKas3bIBaTh MPaBay U 00-
JIMYaTh HECTIPABEJIMBOCTb.

Terepp oHa cripammBaia ceds, He ObLIO JIM BCe 3TO OeCCMBIC-
JIEHHO.

Kak orpearnpyer Auj, KOrja oHa pacCcKaxeT emy, YTo IJIaB-
HBIA UCTIOJTHUTEbHBIN AUPEKTOP «INMUK KOMMBIOHMKENTITHC»
NOTPeOOBA UCTOPHIO O HUX caMux? 3aJaBIIMCh STUM BOMPO-
COM, OHa TYT K€ OCO3HaJa, YTO MO-TIPEKHEMY HE XOUeT, YTOObI



Awup Ben 3a Hee ee OUTBBL. Eif ObUT HEHaBUCTEH TOT (PakT, UTO
OHa 3HaJIa — OHU OBl OCTYIIAIMCH AW/Ia M3-32 €r0 CTaTyca JpeB-
HEro OJIMMIMIALIA, HO HE €€ — Ty, KOO OHM CUMTaIM CMEPTHOM
JKEHIIINHOM.

Her, oHa o0s13aHa HailiTH pellieHre caMa, M B OJIHOM OHa ObLla
abcomoTHO yBepeHa — K moxkaseeT o cBoeit yrpose.

[epcedona He nopHMMAIa B3IJIs1/1a OT CBOETO KOMITbIOTEpa ¢
TeX TNop, Kak BepHyJach oT emerpusi. HecMoTpst Ha To, Kakoii
COCPE/IOTOYEHHOW OHA Ka3ajiach CO CTOPOHBI, OOTMHS YyBCTBO-
Basia Ha ceOe JIIoOOMBITHIE B3MIsAAbL. Eil Kazanock, Oyaro 1o ee
KO’Ke MoJ3aioT nayku. OHa M30 BCEX CUJI CTapaiach CKOHLIEHTPU-
pOBAThCsl, TPOCMATPUBAsi COTHU COOOIIEHUI B IOUYTOBOM SIIIMKE
U MPOCITYIINBAS TOJOCOBYIO TIOUTY OT JIIOfIEH, Y KOTOPBIX «Obl-
JIa U1 Hee UCTOPHs». BONBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX OBUTM O TOM, Kak
3eBc u [locennon npeBpaTiiiv Ux Math / cecTpy / TETIO B BOJIKA /
nebesis / KOpoBy MO KaKOK-TO THycHOU nipuuuHe, u [lepcedone
BAPYT CTAJI0 MHTEPECHO, KaK AU MOT OBbITh C HUMHU B POJICTBE.

Jlexca mpoBepmiia ee BO BpeMsl JIaH4a, MPHCIaB COOOIIECHHE:

«Kak 11?7 Bce HOpManmbHO?»

«Hert, Bce cTaHOBUTCS TOJIBKO XYK€ U Xyxke», — oTBeTua [ep-
cedoHa.

<1777

«Pacckaxy notom. CIUILIKOM JOJITO MUCATH.

«Xovyelllb BHIIMUTH?» — yTouHWIa Jlekca.

boruns paccmestiace:

«Hawm e 3aBTpa Ha padory, Jlekc».



«$1 TPOCTO MBITAIOCH OBITH XOPOITIEeH TOIPYTO».

I[Mepcedona ynpIOHyIaCHh U CAATACD:

«Hy, ecnu Tonbko HemHoro. K Tomy ke HaM Hy’KHO OTMETHUTb
TBOJI nepssiii neb B poune «Kunapuc». Kak y teds nena?»

«BenmukonenHo, — orBetwiia Jlekca. — MHe elie MHOro yemy
HAJI0 HAYYUThCs, HO, TIOXOXKE, TYT OyJeT MOTPSCAIOIIE> .

Becph ocraBimiicst nenb Ilepcedona craparensHo uzberana
Hemertpusi. Enena Obuta e1MHCTBEHHOM, KTO C HeW 3aroBOpUII, Aa
¥ TO TOJIBKO JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI COOOIINTH, UTO JIJIsl HEe TIPHUIILIO
MMCbMO B pO30BOM KOHBepTe. OTKphIB ero, Ilepcedona yBuae-
JIa, 9TO KOHBEPT HAOUT rpy00 BEIPE3aHHBIMU OYMaKHBIMU CePI-
HaMM.

— ToI He BUAETIA, KTO HOJIOKUJI €M0 MHE B ITOUTOBBIN SMIUK ? —
cripocuia ona Eneny. Ha xouBepre He Obut0 HU OOpaTHOTO af-
peca, H1 Mapku. KTo Obl HM ObUT OTIIPAaBUTENIEM, OH IIPUHEC €r0
cam.

JleByIIKa mokayvasa rojloBOu:

— OH yxe ObLI 37IECh YTPOM.

«Kak crpaHHO», — iojymMasa OOTMHS U BBIKMHYJIA TTHCHMO B
MYCOPHOE BEAPO.

B xonue aus Ilepcedona Ha nudre cryctunach Ha MepBbIA
9TaX U OOHAPYXKWJIA, YTO TOJIIA MO-TIPEKHEMY KJIET CHAPYXKU.
Ona mopasmblIuIsIa HaJ BapraHTaMu. MOXHO OBLTIO MPOCTO
BBIMTH Yepe3 NapaJHblid BXOJ U CMEJIO BCTPEeTUTh Toy. OxpaHa
MorJ1a Okl COPOBOIUTD €€, HO TOJIbKO JIO TPOTyapa, €CJIM OHA He
N030BeT AHTOHUSI, YTOOBI TOT ee 0TBe3. OHa 3Haa, YTO IUKJION



C paJIOCThIO TIPUENIET, HO €0 MPEeJaHHOCTD eii ocnabeeT, ecii OH
YBUJMNT, YTO 3TH JIIOIU A0 CUX MOP KAYT, IOKA OHA BBIAJET C pa-
OOTHI, a €l OYEeHb, OueHb HE XOTEIOCh, YTOObI K HEll MPUCTABU-
v aruny. Takske Obuta HEOONbIIAsT BEPOSITHOCTD, UTO €€ Marusi
BCKOJIBIXHETCSI, €CJT YTO-TO MOWAET He TaK, a OOTMHSI He XOTea
W/ITH HA PUCK. 3HAYUT, MEpPEMEIICHNEe TOXEe ObLIIO MCKJTIOYEHO.
OcraBaJics JIUILb OJMH BAPUAHT — HAUTHU APYTOu MMyTh U3 3AAHMUS.

Jpyrux BbIXonoB ObLI0 HECKOIbKO. HykHO ObLIO UL HARTH
TOT, Y KOTOPOT'O HE CTOAIT ocataHesbie (paHaThl. OHa MOIJIa MOKa-
3aThCs MAPAHOMKOM, HO Ha camoM Jelie [lepcedona Beero b
ObLI1a XOporto npouHpopmupoBana. Ob6oxaTem GOroB rOTOBBI
ObLIM c/IeNaTh BCE, UTO YTOTHO, YTOObI B3MJISIHYTh, TPUKOCHYTh-
cs1, OIIYTUTh BKYC OOKECTBa, BKJIIOUYAS MX 3HAYMMBIX OJIM3KUX.

OHa noBepHYJIach U TOIILIA TI0 KOPUIOPY B 0OPAaTHYIO CTOPO-
HY OT TOJIIbI B MIOMCKaX JIPYroro BbIXO/A.

[Mepcedona nomymana o ToM, YTOOBI BBIMTH Yepe3 MOa3eM-
HYIO TAPKOBKY, HO €Il He OY€Hb-TO XOTEJIOCh OKA3aThCsl 3arHaH-
HOUW B YroJl Ky4KoW HE3HAKOMIIEB B MecTe, Ijie ObLJI0 TEMHO U
naxJjio OEH3MHOM U MOYOIA.

«MoxeT, yepe3 nokapHblid BbIXO?» — NogyMasa oHa. Jlaxe
€CJIM M3-3a 9TOro BKJIIOUUTCS cupeHa. K 3Tum aBepsM He ObLIO
JOCTYTIa CHAPYKH, @ 3HAYUT, TAM €€ HUKTO He Oy/ieT MOIKUATh.

OxpbuieHHas ueel 100paThes O JIOMa U TIPOBECTH Beuep C
Jlekcon nocne HanpsixkeHHOro 1Hs, [lepcedona yckopuia miar.
CeepHyB 3a yroj, oHa BAPYr C KEM-TO CTOJIKHYJ1ack. OHa He
MO/THSIJIA TOJIOBBI, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh, KTO 3TO, OMacasich OBITh



Y3HAHHOM.

— W3BunuTe, — poOOpMOTAaia OHA, OTCTYIWIIA HA IIar U TO-
POIUIMBO TOIIA K BBIXO/Y BIIEPE/IH.

— 51 Ol Ha BaIlleM MecTe He CTajl BBIXOAUTH Yepes3 Ty JIBepb, —
TOJIOC OCTAHOBWIT JIEBYIIIKY, KOTJ/Ia €€ JIaJJOHb KOCHYJIach MeTa-
deckor pyuku. OHa oOepHY/Iach U BCTPETUIIACH B3IJISIOM C
napoy cepbiX mia3. JIMIo MyK4uHbI ObLIO XyIbIM U KPACHBBIM,
C OCTPbIMU CKYJIAMU W TIOTHBIMHU T'yOamH, OKpPYkKEHHbIM KOII-
HOU HeToCTyITHBIX Bojioc. Ha MykurHe ObLT cepblii KOMOMHE30H
yoopimuka. OHa HUKOT/Ia TIpeX/Ie ero He BHUeNa.

— [Toromy UYTO BKJTIOUUTCS cUpeHa? — yTOUHWIIA OHA.

— Her, — orBetnn1 oH. — [IoTOMY YTO $1 TOJIBKO YTO BOIIIEN
Jyepes3 Ty JIBepb, U €CJIH BbI Ta KEHIMHA, O KOTOPOW TrOBOPST B
HOBOCTSIX TIOCJIE/IHUE TPH THS, yMalo, JTIOMU 32 JBEPhIO JKIyT
MMEHHO Bac.

OHa pa3ocaioBaHHO B3/I0XHYJ1a U J0OABUIIA HECYACTHBIM TO-
HOM:

— Cnacu6o0 3a npeaynpexeHue.

OHa noBepHYJIach K MPUJIETA0IIEMy KOPUIOPY, HO MyXKYMHA
CHOBA OKJIMKHYJI ee:

— Ecnu Bam Hy’kHa TIOMOIIIb, 51 MOTY BBITAIIIUTh BaC OTCIO/IA.

[Mepcedona OTBETUIA CKENITUIECKUM B3TJISIIIOM:

— Kak nmenHo?

Yrosku ero pra NpUrnogHsIINCh, HO BHITTISAEIO TO TaK, CJIOB-
HO OH JIAaBHO 3a0bLJI, KaK HYKHO YJIBIOATHCSI.

— Bam Bpsz i1 IOHpaBUATCA.



I'nasa III. IIpukocHOBeHHE
HeCIpaBeaAJIuBOCTHU

Omn 6b11 mpaB. [lepcedona mpuILIa B yxac.

— 41 Tyna He nonesy.

Peup 11u1a 0 Ky30Be rpy30BHKa, HAOUTOM MyCOPOM.

Ona Obuta HerpaBa, KOrjia FOBOpUJIa O 3araxe OeH3WHa U MO-
Y1 Ha MapKoBke. Ero-1o oHa cMoria Obl BEIHECTH, BeJb TaM He
HYKHO OBLJIO JIe3Th B BOHIOUHMI MYCOD.

Yo6opiyk npusel ee B MojABajl — caM MapLpyT BHYLIMI el
YyBCTBO OECIIOKOMCTBA M 3aCTaBUJI MOKPEIYe CKaTh KIIOYM OT
KBapTupsl. «BOT Tak moneir n youBaoT», — MoAyMania OHa, HO
TYT e cKa3asa ce0e, 4yTO IMPOCTO MepecMoTpea AeTEKTUBOB.

[TonBay ObLT 3aroHEH BCAKOW BCAYMHOU — JIUIITHEN MeOe-
JIbIO U TIpeIMETaMU MCKYCCTBA. 3[IECh K€ HaXOAWJINCh ITpavyey-
Hasl, KyXHsl pecTopaHa U TEXHWYECKOe MOMelIeHue, Ie OHa U
CTosuIa ceifuac, IIsi/isl Ha CBOM «cracaTesIbHbIN TPAHCTIOPT», Kak
HavyaJl Ha3bIBaTh €I0 MYKYMHA.

OH Tenepb, Ka3ajaoch, NOTELIAJICH Ha/l HEW.

— JIubo Tak, MO0 BHIXOMUTD Yepe3 Ty IBEPb, — IOXKAJI IjIeva-
MU OH. — Bam peruars.

— OTKyza MHE 3HaTh, YTO Bbl HE BBIKATUTE MEHS IIPSMO K TOU
Tonmne?

—Ilocnymiaiite, Bam HEOOA3aTEIBLHO ITO JeJ1aTh. Sl mpOCTO 1o-
JOyMaJl, 4TO Bbl 3aXOTUTE CErOJHs Kak-TO MONacTh JAOMOM. YUTo



KacaeTrcsi MeHsI 1 MOl MOMOIIH, Y MEHsI HET HUKAKOTO JKeJTaHUs
CMOTpETh, KaK KTO-TO CTPaJaeT U3-3a CBOEH CBSI3U ¢ OOTOM.

Yro-TOo B TOM, Kak OH 3TO ckaszai, Haeeno I[lepceoHy Ha
MBICJTb, UTO OH M CaM M3-3a ITOTO MOCTPajall, HO OHa He CTajia
HHUYEro y Hero BhHIMBITHIBAThE. OHA MPOCTO 3alyMUYMBO CMOTpEa
Ha Hero, MPUKYCHUB Ty0y.

— JlanHo, naBaiite, — HAaKOHEI] MPOBOPYAJIA OHA.

My:x4rHa TIoMOr eii 3a0paTbCsl B Ky30B, M OHa YCTPOUJIACh B
YTOJIKe, KOTOPBIA OH OCBOOOMJT TSI Hee.

[MogHSAB MakeT ¢ MycOpoM, OH BOIIPOCUTEIBHO B3IJISIHYN Ha
Hee:

—T'otoBbI?

— Bpsin 1 kK 9TOMY MOXHO OBITH TOTOBOMH, — OTBeTHa [lep-
cedoHa.

OH NMpUKPBLUI e MeIIKaMu, ¥ OHa BAPYT 0Ka3ajiach B TEMHOTE.
MarmHa caBuHysach ¢ Mmecta. Bokpyr Hee 3airypiiia IiacTuk,
U OHa 3ajiepkajia JbIXaHue, YTOObl He YyBCTBOBATH 3allaxX THU-
m u ieceHn. CoaepkuMoe MaKkeToB BIMBAJIOCh € B CIIMHY, U
KaXIblii pa3, Korja Kojieca Hae3XaJll Ha KaMHH, Ky30B TPsICCS, 1
OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa TPEHUE TUIACTUKA, TOOOHOTO 3MEUHOMN KOXKe.
JleByIIKy TOLTHWUJIO, HO OHA CTapajiach JepKaTh ceOsl B pyKax.

— Bama ocranoBka, — JjoHeccst 10 Hee rojoc yooprmka. OH
TIOHSUT MENIKW, KOTOphIMU MpuKpbul ee. [lepcedpone B suiio
yAapuJI CBEXKUIM BO3yX, KOTJIa OHA MOAHSIIACh U3 TEMHOM SIMBI.

MyxunHa romor eyl BhiOpaThcs. Heykimoxke oOXBaTuB ee 3a
TaJIMIO, OH MOCTaBMJI OOTMHIO Ha HOrU. OT 3TOr0 MPUKOCHOBEHUS



OHA MOMOPIIWIACH ¥ OTCTYIHUJIA Ha3a/l, MOMIATHYBIIHCh.

OH npuBe3 ee B nepeyJioK, Bexoasaumm Ha yiuity [leraca. Ot-
clofa 10 ee KBapTHPhI ObLJIO OKOJIO ABAIIATH MUHYT TEIITKOM.

— Cnacub6o... 3M... Kak Bac 30ByT?

— [upudoit, — noackaszan oH U MPOTSAHYN PYKY.

— INupudoi. — Ona noxana emy pyky. — A Ilepcedona. .. Ilo-
Jlaraio, Bbl M TaK YK€ 9TO 3HaeTe.

OH NpoUrHOPUPOBAJI €e KOMMEHTAPUI U MPOCTO CKa3all:

— Pan ¢ Bamu no3nakomuthes, [lepcedona.

— 51 y Bac B 10Ty — 3a TO, 4TO Bbl [IOMOIVIA MHE yeXaTb.

— Huuero nomo6Horo0, — O66ICTPO OTBETHI OH. — S He Oor. f He
TpeOyIo YCIIyry 3a ychyry.

«Y Hero orpeeseHHO eCTh KaKas-TO UCTOPUsI, CBSI3aHHAS C
6oramu», — nomymaina [epcedona, HAXMypUBIIIUCS.

— 51 Bcero nmib MMena B BUILy, YTO IIPUHECY BaM IIeUEHbE.

My:x4rHa OTBETHJI i1 OCIENUTENLHOM YIIBIOKOH, U B 9TOT MO-
MEHT €l MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO 32 YCTAJIOCTHIO U TPYCTHIO OHA CMOIJIA
PaccMOTPETh TOTO YeI0BEKa, KOTOPHIM OH OBLT MTPeX/Ie.

— 3HauuT, /10 3aBTpa? — CIPOCUJIA OHA.

OH nocMoTpe Ha Hee KaK-TO CTPAHHO, YCMEXHYJICS U ITPOU3-
Hec:

— Ara, I[lepcedona. [o 3aBTpa.

% %k %k

Korga OOruHs )106panac1) A0 O0Ma, B KBAPTUPEC YIKE IAXJIO



MIONKOPHOM M rpemena Mmysblka Jlekcsl. He Ta, mon koropyro
MOXHO OBLTO MIOTAHIIEBATh — a Ta, TIOJl KOTOPYIO CTyIIATUCh TYUH,
HAYMHAJICS JOXK/Ib U OKpYyXkasla TeMHOTa. My3blka MPOM3HOCHIIA
COOCTBEHHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE, CO3bIBasi TEMHBIE MBICIH, TOIOOHbIE
mectu Kany Craspocy.

Jlekca xpnana ee Ha kyxHe. OHa yXke Nepeoiesnach B IKamy,
OOHaXaBIIYI0 e TaTyMPOBKHU: (pa3bl JIyHbI Ha OWIIEICe, KJTOY,
OIJIETEHHBIN OOJIMIOJIOBOM, HA JIEBOM MpEAIJieube, W3SITHbINA
KMHXaJl Ha TPpaBoM Oezipe U Kosieco ['ekaTsl Ha JIEBOM IUIEYe.
Ee ryctbie uepHbie BOJIOCH ObLTM CKPYUYEHBI Ha MaKyIke. Psaom
HAroTOBE CTOSLTM OyThIJIKA BUHA M JIBA ITyCTHIX OOKaJIa.

— A BoT M Thl, — cKazasa Jlekca, mponusbiBas [lepcedony
B3IJISIIOM ronyObix 171a3. OHa ykaszasia Ha OyThUIKY BUHA: — TBOE
moOuMoe.

[Mepcedona ympIOHyIACH:

— Tl yu1e Bcex.

— 41 yxe cobupasiach 3asiBUTh B MOJIUIIAIO O TBOEH MTPOMaxe.

Ilepcepona 3akarma rasa:

— 41 ono3pana Bcero Ha nosvaca.

— U ne 6pana TpyoOky, — ormeTHiia Jlekca.

[Nepcedona OblTa Tak 3aHSITa CBOMMU TOMBITKAMH BBIOPATHCSI
U3 AKpOIIONisl U J0OpaThCs JI0 IoMa He3aMEeUeHHOM, UTO HU pa-
3y HE JIoCTaja U3 CyMouku tesnedoH. OHa caernana 1o cervac u
OOHapy:KuJia YeThIpe MPOIYIIEHHBIX 3BOHKA U HECKOJIBKO CO00-
mieHui ot Jlekcol. Ee nmyuinas nogpyra Hauana ¢ BOIpoca O TOM,
BbIEXAJIA JIX OHA C pabOTHI, TIOTOM CITPOCHJIA, BCE JIM Y HEE B T0-



psAJIKe, a TIocIe Tepelilia Ha OTIPABKY Pa3HBIX SMO3H, ITPOCTO
9TOOBI MPUBJICYh BHUMAHYE.

— Eciv Obl THI ¥ TIpaBa iymMaJia, 4To s rornajia B Oe/y, COMHe-
BAlOCh, YTO ThI CTajia ObI OCHLIATh MHE MUJIMOH SMO/I3H.

Jlekca ycMexHymach U pacrievaraia BUHO.

— O, 51 6maropa3yMHO peliuia JOBECTA TBOETO TOXUTHUTES IO
0eJI0ro KajeHusl.

[epcedona cena HarpoTuB JIeKchl y KyXOHHOW OapHOU CTOM-
KM ¥ c/iefiajia TJIOTOK BHUHA. DTO ObUIO KaOepHe ¢ OoraThiM, Ha-
CHIIIIEHHBIM BKYCOM, KOTOPBIN MIOMOT € TIOCTETIEHHO YCTIOKOUTh
HEPBBI.

— A ecnu cepbe3Ho, TeOe AeWCTBUTEIBHO CTOUT OBITH OCTO-
poxnee. Thl Tereph 3HAMEHUTOCTb.

— 41 He 3HaMeHUTOCTD, JIEKC.

— DM, THI YMTaJIa HOBOCTHBIE CTaThU, YTO 51 TeOe OTIpaBuIa?
Jlromm ipocTo oepsKuMBI TOOOH.

— 910 Auo 3HAMEHUTOCTD, a HE 1.

— U 61 — U3-3a cBs13M ¢ HUM, — Bo3pasuiia Jlekc. — Ha pabote
BCE CETOJIHs TOJIbKO O TeOe ¥ TOBOPHIIU — KTO ThI, OTKY/Ia POJIOM.

[Nepcedona 3acronana:

— Tol ke HUYEro UM 000 MHe He 2080puia’?

Wx npyx0Oa He OblIa HU AJIs1 KOTO CEKPETOM.

— B cmbIcnie, 0 ToM, 4TO g 3HAI0, YTO THI CIUIIL C AWIOM
yKe IIeCTh MECSIIEB M UTO Thl OOTHHS, TIPSIYIIAsICS MOJ MACKOU
CMEPTHOM?

Ton Jlekchol ObLT 0€33a00THBIM.



— 4 ciumo ¢ Auniom He 1iectb mecsiteB. — [lepcedona Bapyr
OITYTHJIA HEOOXOMUMOCTD 3aIUTUThCS.

Ha stoT pa3 npuinen yepen JIekcol npuiy puThCs:

— JlagHO, NATh MECSLIEB.

[epcedona 6pocuna Ha Hee CEpAUTHIN B3I,

— Cnymatii, 51 Te0s1 He OOBUHSI0. MaJjio KTO U3 KEeHIIUH OTKa-
3aj1cs1 Obl OT BOBMOKHOCTH TIepecnaTh ¢ AUIoM.

— Cniacu60 3a HannomMuHaHue, — 1okHyJa [lepcedona, 3akaTus
rasa.

— A BOT 0 HEM TOTO ke He CKaxelb. B modom ciydae 310
€ro BMHA, YTO BAIllM OTHOIICHHUSI CTAJIM TAaKOW OOJIBIION HOBO-
crbio. HackonmbKko M3BECTHO mpecce, Thl €ro nepBasi cepbe3Hast
napTHepla.

Bot TONBKO B peasibHOCTH BCe OBUIO COBCEM WHAYe, U XOTS
[epcedona 3Hama, 4TO B :KU3HU Auja ObUIM APYTHe KEHIIUHBI,
NoIpOOHOCTH el Obli Hen3BecTHB. OHa Oblla He yBepeHa, uTo
BOOOIIIe X04eT 3HaTh. boruHs BcriomHMIa o MuHde u compor-
HYJIaCh.

bornns caenaina rjI0TOK BHUHA:

— 4 xouy moroBoputh 0 Tebe. Kak mpoien TBON nepBblii
nedn?

— Ox, Ilepcedona, — medrarensHO npousHecna Jlekca. — 9t1o
IPSMO KaKOW-TO YyJECHBbI COH. ThI 3HaJsa, YTO MPOEKT «AJIKH-
OH» JIOJIKEH MPUHSATH MATh ThICAY JIOIEN YK€ B IEPBbIN rof?

3710 OBLIO IPOCTO HEBEPOSITHO.

— Auj yCTPOWI MHE 9KCKYPCHIO M IIPEJCTABUAJT BCEM.



[Mepcedpona He Moria OOBSCHUTH, YTO UMEHHO OHA TMOYYB-
CTBOBAJIa B 3TOT MOMEHT, HO SIBHO HHAYEro xopoiuero. Cambm
MOAXOASIIIIAM CJIOBOM ObUIO OBI... 3amemaTenbcTBO. Eil kaza-
JIOCh, YTO YK OHA-TO JIOJDKHA ObUIA 3HATH O TOM, UYTO Aup Oyner
TaMm, HO OOr MepTBBIX HUYEro He ckazai [lepcedone yrpom, Ko-
I/1a IOMOTaJl COOMPAThCHI.

— Kak Mujio ¢ ero cropoHsl, — pacTepsiHHO MPOKOMMEHTHUPO-
Bajia OHA.

— Ioxoxe, OH Jesaer 3To J1J1s1 KaXJJ0ro HOBOIO COTPYAHMKA.
B cMmbiciie, g 3Haia, yTo AW HE MOXO0X HA OCTAJIBHBIX OOrOB,
HO 4TOOBI BOT TaK NMPUBETCTBOBATh CBOMX paOOTHUKOB? — Jlekca
nokayasa rojoBoit. — [Ipocro... oueBUIHO, YTO OH BIIIOOJIEH B
TeOs1 O3 maMsITH.

Ilepcepona nopHsIa masa:

— C 4ero Thl 3T0 B3s171a?

— Kyna Obl 51 cerogusi Hu B3MJIsIHYJA, TIO BceMy ObUIO BUJIHO,
KaK Thbl €70 BJIOXHOBUJIA.

Bbposu Ilepcedonsl conumcy Ha NEPEHOCHULIE.

— B cmbicnie?

Jlekca nosxasna rieyamu:

— 9T0... CIOKHO 00BSACHUTH. OH MPOCTO. .. TOBOPUT TEMH XKe
CJIOBaMH, YTO M Thl, KOTJa PaCcCKa3bIBAET O MOMOLIM JIIOASM. [ 0-
BOPUT O HaJIeXk 1€, POLIEHUU U BTOPOM IIIAHCE.

Yem Oosnbitie roopuia Jlekca, Tem cusbHee OOTMHE CIaBIU-
BaJIO TPy[b — 3HAKOMOE IOKAJIbIBAHUE PEBHOCTU CKUMAIIO €€
JIETKHE.



Ee nydmias noapyra XuxukHyJa:

— A KpoMe 3TOr0... €cTb U (PUBUYECKUE TIPUBHAKH.

[epcedona npumnoansina 6poBb, u Jlekca pacxoxoTanach:

— Her, He B amom cmbicne! Pusnueckne B cMbICIe. .. (POTO-
rpaguu.

— ®ororpadun?

Ha stot pa3 npurien uyepen JIekChl CMyTUTBCHI.

— Hy nma. ¥ nero B oduce Bucar tBou ¢ororpaduu. Tel 00
3TOM He 3HaJ1a?

Her, ona He 3Haia, yto y Auna ectb oduc B ponne «Kuna-
puc» 1 Tem OoJiee UTo TaM ecTh ee pororpacpum.

['ne on BooOIIE MX mocTan? Y Hee He ObLIo ero ¢hotorpaduii.
[Mepcedone BAPYT pacxoTenoch FOBOPUTH 00 ITOM.

— MoxHo Koe 0 ueM Tebs CipocuTh? — cKazasia BIpyr Jlekca.

[lepcepona mpomosnyasia, B HEKOTOPOM POjie Oracasich BO-
npoca.

— Tl Bcerga xoTesa MpoCcIaBUThCS CBOEH pabOTOM, Tak B YeM
ceifuac mpodiemMa co BceM 3TUM BHUMaHWeM ?

[epcedona B3nOXHYA.

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI MEHs1 yBaxajau B Moel cepe IesTeTbHO-
CTH, — OTBETWJIA OHA. — A Terepb sl YyBCTBYIO ceOsl BCETO JIUIIIb
coOcTBEHHOCTHIO Ana. B kaxk o crarbe — Ann 10, Aug ce. Ja-
e Moe UMl TIOUTU HUTAe He yroMuHaeTcsi. OHM Ha3bIBAIOT Me-
Hsl «CMEPTHOM».

— Onu HasbIBaJIH OBl TEOS IO UMEHH, €CIU OBl 3HAJIN, YTO ThI
6oruHsi, — mpearnonoxuia Jlekca.



— U torpa Mens Obl y3HaBaIM M3-3a MOEW OOKECTBEHHOCTH,
a He Moei paboTHI.

— A 4TO B 3TOM TaKoro Iioxoro? — He MOHsUIa OoHa. — Bo3s-
MOXHO, U3HAYaJIbHO TeOs1 Obl y3HABaIM U3-32 O0KECTBEHHOCTH,
a TIOTOM ThI OBl CTaJIa U3BECTHA Oaroapst CBoeu padore.

[Mepcedona He MorIIa OOBSCHUTS, TTOUEMY JIJIsI Hee ObLIO Tak
BaKHO TMPOCJIABUTLCSI CBOUMH CTaThsIMH, HO 3TO ObLIO Tak. Bcio
CBOIO J)KM3Hb €l He YIaBaJIoCh TO, AJIsI Yero oHa Obljia pokKieHa, U
XOTsI B TOM He ObLJIO €€ BUHBI, OHA YCEPIHO TPYAWIACh B KOJLIe-
mxe. OHa xoTena, YToObl KTO-HUOYb 3aMETUJT €€ CTApaHus — U
HE TOJIbKO MOTOMY, UTO OHa TMcaia 00 Auje U BCTpevyasiach ¢
HUM.

— Bynb s Ha TBoeM mecTe, s Obl He 3a{yMbIBAsICh CTaJIa KUTh
3TOM KU3HBIO, — cKazaia Jlekca.

Ilepcedona nokpacHena, yauBiIeHHAs.

— Bce HamHoro cnoxHee, Jlekc.

— YTO TaKoro CJI0)KHOTO B OeccMepThH, OOraTCTBe M Marnye-
cKou cusie?

«Jla Bce», — xoresock oTBeTUTH [lepcedone. Ho BMecTo 310TO
OHAa CpOCUJIa:

— Heyxenu 310 1 npaBaa Tak IUIOXO — JKeJIaTb CKPOMHOMN
CMEPTHOM KU3HU?

— Her, ecnu TonmpKO THI HE XO4Yelllb TaKXe BCTPEUaThCsl C
Awupom, — ckazana Jlekca.

— 4 mMory nienathb 1 TO, U TO, — Bo3pasuia OoruHsa. OHa u Jie-
JlaJia — BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO JTHEW Ha3ajl.



— Tax OpU10, TOKa Anji OBLI TBOEH TAaTHOM, — [TOKaJIA [IJIEYaMU
Jlekca.

U xots INepcedpona c Aunom He MOATBEPAUIIN U HE OIIPOBEPT-
JIM TIOJIO3PEHMSI TTPECCHI, €l MPEACTOSIO PACKPBITh UX OTHOIIIE-
HUsI, €CJTM OHA XOTeJla COXPaHUTh PadoTy.

Ilepcepona HaxMypuIIack.

— D1, — npousHecna Jlekca, mogymBasi BuHa B Ookan Ilep-
cedonbl. — [la He mepexuBail THl Tak. Yepe3 HECKONBKO JHEN
OHM TIepEeKJTI0YaT BCe CBOe BHUMAHUE Ha KaKOro-HUOYIb APYro-
ro 6ora u Kakywo-HUOYyIs Apyryo cMepTHyo. Moxer, CuBmIIa
PEIuT, YTO Ha CaMOM JieJie JIIOOUT AMOJIIoHA.

[epceona ObTa B 3TOM He yBepeHa. B mocnennuii pas, ko-
raa oHl 00 3ToM roBopuiv, CHBUJUIA SICHO JIajia TIOHSATh, UTO el
HEUHTEPECHBI OTHOIIIEHHSI ¢ OOTOM MY3bIKH.

— 4 nomua B mym, — ckazana Ilepcedona.

Meiciab 006 oOxuTale ropsideid Bojie 3Bydasa Bee Jyydlle v
nyuire. Eil He xoTenock OOJbIlle YyBCTBOBAaTh HA CBOGH KOXKe
9TOT JIeHb, HE TOBOPSI YK O TOM, YTO OHA MO-TMIPEKHEMY OIIyIIaIa
cebs1 OKpYKEHHOM MYCOpPOM, U €ro 3arax J0 CHUX MOp HArOJIH LT
ee HoC.

— Korpa Bhlitzienib, MoCMOTPUM KMHO, — Mpeioxuia Jlekca.

[Nepceona yHecna cBoit OOKalI U CYMOUYKY B CHAIbHIO. bpo-
CHB CYMKY Ha KpOBaTh, OHa HANPaBWJIACh B BAHHYIO U BKJIIOUU-
na Bomy. [loka Boga HarpeBasiach, OHa BEpHYJIACh B CMAJIBHIO U
OTIHJIA ellle BUHA, a IOTOM OTCTaBMJIa OOKaJl B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI
pacCTerHyTh IJIaThe.



OHna 3amepria, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK €€ OKpYyXWia Marus Auja.
3710 OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO OTUETIMBOE OIIYITIEHUE — MOKAIBIBAHKE
3UMHEro Mopo3a B Bo3ayxe. OHa 3akpblia I71a3a U MPUroToBU-
JIach UCUE3HYTh. AU yke He pa3 6e3 MpeaynpexIeHs IepeHo-
CHUJI €e B MOJ3EMHOE 1IapCTBO, HO BMECTO 3TOI0 €ro pyka Jierna
el Mo mMogOOPOIOK M ero TyObl COMKHY/IMCh Ha ee Ty0ax. Auj
TIOIEJIOBAJT €€ TaK, CJIOBHO OHU HE 3aHMMAJIUCh JIIOOOBBIO CEro-
IHS1 yTPOM, U Korja oH otcrpanuics, [lepcedona easa mora
JBIIIATh, 320BIB TIPO HATIPSIKEHHME BCETO TOTO JIHS.

Jlanonr Aupa corpeBaia ee IeKy, ¥ OH IIPOBeJI 10 ee ryoam
OOJIBIINM MAJIBIEM, IPOHU3BIBAS B3IJISIZIOM TEMHBIX IJ1a3:

— Tpyanblil ieHb, 1oporasi?

OHa OTKpbUIa I1a3a U MOAO3PUTENIBHO MPUIILYPUIIACh:

— ThI cnienun 3a MHOM ceroaHs?

AwuJ 1axe He MOPTHYIIL.

— C yero ThI B3s171a?

— Tel HacTOSIT HA TOM, YTOOBI AHTOHMI YTPOM OTBE3 MEHS
Ha pabOTy — HaBepHsIKa MOTOMY, YTO YXe 3HaJI, O YeM THIIeT
npecca.

Awj noxai rie4yamu:

— $1 He xoTen TeOs 6eCIIOKOUTS.

— [TosTOMY NO3BOSIMII MHE BBIMTH NPSAMO K TOJIIE?

OH MHOTO3HAUUTETBHO MPUTIOAHST OPOBb:

— A ThI 6butna K TOINIIE?

— Tbl 6b11 TaM! — B3BUJIACh OHA. — 51 Aymasia, Mbl JOTOBOPU-
yck. Hukakoil HeBUAMMOCTH.



— MeHs Tam He OBLITO, — OTBETHII OH. — A BOT ['epmec ObL.

Yepmos 'epmec.

Ona 3a0pula B3Th y OOra IUTyTOBCTBA OOEIIaHWE HE pac-
ckaspiBaTh Aujy o toirne. OH HaBepHsKa cpa3y Opocwicsi B
«Henoub» ¢ ynpI0KOI Ha JUIIE, YTOOBI JOIOKUTH O CITy4UBIIIEM-
csl.

— Twel Begp Bcerga MOXeIlb MEPEMECTUTHCS, — MPEITIOKUI
Aun. — Vinu 1 Mor Obl OTIIPaBUTh 3T ...

— 41 He HyXxmaloch B arue, — nepeodmna Iepcedona. — U g
npeArnouia Obl He MOJTb30BaThCs Maruei. .. B BEPXHEM MHUpE.

— Ecnu TonbKo He JKaaelb OTOMCTUTD ?

— 910 HeuecTHO. Thl 3Haellb, YTO MOSI Marusi CTAaHOBUTCS BCE
Ooliee HerpeacKasyeMoi. A s He XOuy BHIJaTh ceOsl B KauecTBe
OOruHM.

— BoruHs Thl WK HET, Thl MOs1 TIOOOBHUIIA.

Cama TOro He xenas, I€BylIKa HAPANIACh, [IOTOMY UYTO 3TO
CJIOBO €Wl He HpaBujoch. [1o ToMy, Kak Auj MpUIypHII IJ1a3a,
OHA TIOHSIJIA, YTO OH 3TO 3aMEeTHI.

bor nponomxuit:

— DT0 JIMIIb BOIIPOC BPEMEHHU, KOTJa KTO-TO, KTO KaXkJIET OTO-
MCTUTh MHE, TIONBITAETCSI IPUUUHATE TeOe Bpe. 51 mo3zabouych
0 TBOEH Oe30MacHOCTH.

[Nepcedona noexunacb. O6 3TOM OHa He MoAymala.

— Thl npaBaa Aymaenib, 4TO KTO-TO MOKET MOMBITAThCS MPU-
YUHUTb MHE Bpe?

— Joporasi, s CyXy 4eJIOBEUECKYIO PUPOLY yKe ThICSUY JIeT.



Ha.

— A TBI He MoOT OBbI, HY, HE 3HAI0, CTePETh JIIO/ISIM MaMsITh? 3a-
CTaBUTD UX 320bITh 000 BCEM 3TOM, — OHA B3MaxHYJ1a PyKOH MeX-
Iy HUMH.

— Yke CJIMIIKOM N03HO. — OH Ha MTHOBEHUE YMOJIK, & [IOTOM
crpocuit: — YTo TaKoro y’kKacHOTO B TOM, YTO BCE 3HAIOT, YTO ThI
MOSs1 JTI000OBHHIIA?

— Jla HMYero, — TOPOIUIMBO OTBETW/A OHA. — Jleno B camom
cnoee.

— A 4TO HE TaK CO CJIOBOM «JIIOOOBHHUILIA» ?

— OT Hero TAHeT U3MeHYUBOCTHIO. CJIOBHO s BCET'O JIMIIIb TBOSI
CEeKC-paObIHS.

AW IPUMOIHSIT YTOJIOK pra:

— U1 xaxk xe MmHe Torga tedst Ha3biBaTh? Th 3arpeTuiia UCIob-
30BaTh «MOSI [IAPULIA» U «MUJICIV».

— OT 3TUX TUTYJIOB sl YYBCTBYIO Ce0sl He106K0, — CKa3alla OHa.

[epceona He 3Haa, Kak elie OOBSICHUTH, IOYEMY OHA ITO-
IIPOCUJIa €T0 He Ha3bIBaTh €€ «MOSI IAPHIa» U «MIJIEN», HO K
TOMY MOXXHO ObUIO JOOABUTh U TO, YTO K STUM JBYM SIPJIBIKaM
OHa MOIJIa TPUBBIKHYTh, & 3HAYUT, CTATh YSI3BUMOM 17151 BO3MOXK-
HOro pa3zouapoBaHusi. OT 3TUX MbICJIEN Ha Hee HAXJIBIHYJIO YyB-
CTBO BUHBI, HO 3X0 pa30HMTOro Cepiia, OT KOTOPOTo OHA CTpajiaia
BO BpEMsI UX Pa3pbiBa, BHIHYXKAJIO €€ ObITh OCTOPOKHOM.

— Jlenio He B TOM, YTO 51 HE XO4Yy, YTOOBI BCE 3HAIM MEHS Kak
TBOIO JTIOOOBHHUILY ... TIPOCTO JIOJKHO K€ OBITh CJIOBO TMOIIPUSIT-
Hee.



— IHoapyxka? — npemyoxun Aum.

Omna He cMmoIT1a TOJABUTH CMEX.

— Y10 He Tak C «MOAPYKKOM» 7 — CEPAUTO CITPOCHUJI OH.

— Huuero, — 6bicTpo orBeTuia 6oruns. — [Ipocto oHo KaxeTcs
TAKUM MaJIO3HAYUTEIIbHBIM.

WX oTHOIIEHUsI ObLIM CIUIIKOM HAIPSKEHHBIMU, CITUIIKOM
CTPACTHBIMH, CJIMIIIKOM JIPEBHUMH, YTOOBI €id ObLIIO JOCTATOYHO
Ha3bIBATLCS IPOCTO €T0 MOAPYKKOM.

Ho mMoskeT, 310 ObLM JIUIIIb €€ OIIyIIEHUS.

JInto Anja cMATYHMIIOCH, M OH 3aBeJI MaJiel] of, ee og0opo-
JIOK.

— Huuro He MOXeT ObITh MaJIO3HAYUTEIBHBIM B TOM, 4TO Ka-
caercs 1e0s1, — CKa3aJl OH.

OHu cMmoTpenu Opyr Ha Jgpyra, ¥ BO3IyX MEXIy HUMH TS-
xenen. Ilepcepone yxkacHO XOTeNOCh MPOTAHYTh K HEMY PYKH,
NPYOKaThCsl K €ro ryoaM CBOMMM, OLIYTUTb ero BKyc. Eil HyxkHO
ObLJIO PEOJIONETh BCETO JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO JAI0MMOB, U ME3K/1y HU-
MU 3a0JIBIXaJIO OBl TUTaMsi — OHHM OBl HBIPHYJIM B CBOIO CTPAcCTh
TaK [IyOOKO, YTO HUUTO Jpyroe OoJblie Obl He CyIIeCTBOBAIO.

CTyK B ABEpb OTBJIEK €€ OT 3TUX MBICJIEU, BBEPTHYB €€ CEPALIE
B UCCTYILJICHUE.

— Ilepcedona! S 3akaspiBato mumty. Kakue-auOyap noxena-
HuA? — KpUKHYyJa Jlekca.

Ona nmpokansanace.

— H-ner. MeHs yCTpoOUT TO, UTO Thl CaMa 3aKaxkelllb, — OTBE-
TWJIA OHA Y€pe3 ABEPb.



— Torpa ananacel ¢ anuoycamu. [lonsa.

Cepnue Ilepcedonsl Bee elnie rpoxotano y Hee B rpyau. [locne
JIOJITOTO MOJTYaHus 3a aBepbio [lepcedoHa yxe ObUIO pernuia,
yro Jlekca ymuia, HO Ta BAPYT CIIPOCHUIIA:

—V 1e04 Bce B nopsiake?

AWuj1 XOXOTHYJT ¥ TIPWIBHYJI K HEl, TIPUKaBIIUCh TyOaMHu K ee
koxe. [lepcepoHa BbIIOXHYIA, 3aIPOKUHYB TOJIOBY Ha3a/1;:

- Ha.

CHoBa J10JIroe MOJTYaHuE.

— Twl XOTH CIIBIIIIATA, YTO ST COOMPAIOCH 3aKa3aTh?

— JlaBait To/1BbKO € chipoM, Jlekcal!

— JlanHo, nagHo, ciymaiock, — 1o Tony ee rosnoca Ilepceona
TIOHSJIA, UTO TIO/IPYTa YJIBIOAETCSI.

Ilepcedona ynepnace pykamu B rpyab Auja U 3arjisiHy/1a eMy
B I71a3a:

— He cwmeiics.

—IMouemy? 4 cipinny, kak ObeTcst TBOE cepitie. bouibes, 9To
TeOs 3aCTYKAIOT C JIPYKKOM?

Ilepcedona 3akaruia rasa:

— Kaxercs, s cornacHa Ha «TI0O0BHUKA».

OH OTBETWJI €l CMEXOM:

— A Te0e He TaK-TO IPOCTO YTOIUTb.

Hacran ee yepen yabIOHYThCS:

— 41 6wl nana Tebe maHc, HO, OOICh, Y MEHsI HET Ha 3TO Bpe-
MEHH.

['ma3za Auga motemMHe M, OH elle Kperde mpuxkai ee K cede.



— 4 Te0s1 He 3a1epXKy, — r0 PYKH BLETUJIVCH B TUIAThE, CIOBHO
OH XOTeJ COpBATh ero ¢ ee Tesa. — Co MHOM Thl MOTJ1a Obl KOHYHTh
3a ceKyH/Ibl. Tebe naxe He MpUAETCs pa3AeBaThCsl.

[Nepcedona eBa He KIIIOHY/Ia HA HAKUBKY, TOTOBast MOTpedo-
BaTh JI0KA3aTEJILCTB, HO MIOTOM BJIPYT BCIIOMHWJIA, KAK HAKAHYHE
OH OCTaBUWIJI €e B 0O€IEHHOM 3aJie, U, HECMOTPsI Ha TO UTO Bep-
HYJICA Y 3aI71aJWJ1 BUHY, €1 3aX0TeJI0Ch HAKa3arh €ro.

— Botoch, cekyH/ibl MEHSI HE YCTPOST, — OTBETUIIA OHA. — Thl
3aJ10J15KaJl MHE 4achl YIOBOJIbCTBUSI.

—ITo3Bosibp MHE TOrIa caenaTh aHOHC. — OH HAKJIOHWJICS K HEH,
NPYKABIIMCh BO30YKAEHHBIM YJIEHOM K €€ )KMBOTY, HO OHa OT-
TOJIKHYJIA €r0, YIIEPEBLIUCh PyKaMU B €r0 TBEPIAYIO IPyab.

— [To3zxe, MOKET ObITh, — IPEAJIOKUIIA OHA.

OH ynpIOHYyICS:

— IIpumy 370 32 OGelanHue.

[locne sToro oH ucyes.

[epcedona npuHsiia gy u nepeonenach. Korna oHa Bbiuia
13 KOMHarthl, JIekca yxe cujena Ha IMBaHe, CBEPHYBLINCH KaJja-
ynkoM. [lepcedona cena pssaom, moATsHYB Ha cebst onesiio Jlek-
Cbl U B3fIB [IOTIKOPH.

— Yto Oynem cMoTpeTh?

— «[Tupam u ducbda», — OTBETUIIA MTOAPYTA.

OHu yacTo nepecMaTpuBaIv 3TOT (PUIJIBM — AHTUYHYIO CKa3Ky
0 3aIlpeTHOM JIIOOBH, MepecKa3aHHyl0 Ha COBPEMEHHBII J1aj.

— 4 pana, 4TO THI He cKa3aia « TUTaHbI MOC/IE MPAKa».

— 91! MHe HpaBUTCA 3TO LIOY.



— OHHU COBEPIIEHHO HEMPABUJIHLHO N300paKaloT OOTOB.

— /Jla 3naem, 3naem, — orBetuna Jlekca. — OHM He BO3JAIOT
JOJDKHOE AWy, HO €CNH /I HEero 3To mpodieMa, CKaku emy,
YTO OH caM BUHOBAaT. Beap OH cam Bcerga oTkasbiBajicsl (poTo-
rpapupoBarhbCs. .. Hy, 1O HEITABHETO BPEMEHH.

OHnun BKMOYMIM (PWIBM, HAUMHABIIMWCA C IPEICTaBICHUS
BpPaXIyIOIIMX CEMENCTB, BCTYNMBIIMX B BOMHY 3a 3emyi0. [1u-
pam u ®Pucba ObUTM MOJIOABI U MCKAIM pa3BiedeHuit. OHM 1o-
3HAKOMUJIHACH B KJTyO€ U 1o OYIITYIOIIUMHY TUITHOTHYECKUMHU JTy-
YaMy BITIOOWJIMCH JPYT B IPyra, TOJBKO MOTOM Y3HaB, UTO SIB-
JIAIOTCS 3aKJISATBIMU BparaMu. [IeByIIKY yxke CMOTpenu Hampsi-
’KEHHYIO CLIEHY, pa3birpaBLIYIOCS MEXKIY CEMbsIMHU, Korjaa opar
®ucOwl norudaer ot pyk [Iupama, Kak BAPYT B ABEPb MO3BOHU-
. [epcedona u Jlekca 0OMEHSUTUCH yIUBIEHHBIMHY B3IJISIIAMH.

— HagepHoe, 310 nuiiia, — npeanosnoxunia Jlekca.

— 41 otkporwo. — [lepcedona copocmia onesino. — [ToctaBy Ha
naysy.

— Jla ThI BUEIA 3TO COTHIO pa3!

— IlocraBb Ha nay3y! — MPUTBOPHO MpUTPO3MIIa OHA. — Vnu st
npeBparily Te0s1 B Oa3MIIK.

Jlekca xmMbIKHYJIa, HO HaXxasa Ha naysy.

— A MOXeT, 9TO | TIpaBaa ObUIO OBl KPYTO.

[epcedona oTKpbLIa 1BEPb.

— CuBryuia! — oHa HIMPOKO YJIBIOHYACh, HO €€ BOCTOPT OBbICT-
PO CMEHUJICS TIOI03PEHUEM.

Yr0-TO OBLJIO HE TaK.



Jlaxe ozmerasi B muxkaMy U C IyYKOM Ha 3aTbUIKE 3Ta OJOH-
JIMHKA OCTaBajiach Kpacasuriei. CUBIILIA CTOsIIA TIOM, OJIeJHBIM
(poHapeM, OCBEIIABIIMM KPBLIbLIO, U BHITJIsifIeSIa OIMYyCTOIEHHOM,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO IUIaKaja — M0 IIeKaM pydYeiKaMuy CTeKasla
TYUIb.

— MoxHO MHE BOUTH? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA CIABJIEHHBIM FOJIOCOM.

— Jla, KOHEe4YHO.

— Dro muia? — kpukHyna Jlekca, noaxons k asepu. — Cu-
BUJLJIA!

B crnenyrommii MOMEHT JIEBYIIIKA Pa3pblIasiach.

Jlekca u [epcehona 0OMEHSTUCH B3IISIIAMH U TYT Ke OOHSI-
1 CUBWILTY, MIOKA Ta BCXJIMIIbIBAJIA.

— Bce B nmopsake, — npomenrtana [lepcedona, meitascs ee
YCITOKOHUTb.

Eii nmokazayiock, OHa 4yBCTBYeT O0Jb 1 cMyIlieHue CUBUILIBI,
XOTs1 OOTMHSI HUKOTA Mpek/ie He YJIaBIMBaIa SMOIUU JIPYTUX
mozei. CIIOBHO T€HU, OHU CKOJIB3WJIH 110 €€ KOXKE — TPETET Ipy-
CTH, yJapbl peBHOCTU ¥ OECKOHEYHBIN XOJIO].

«Kak crpanHo», — nonymana [lepcedona. OHa orcrpanuiach
OT 3THUX OUIYIIEHW, YTOObl COCPEJOTOUMTh BCE BHMUMaHHE Ha
CuBuie.

OHu erre HEMHOTO TIOCTOSUT, OOHUMAsICh, B TECHOM KpYTY,
noka CuBWIIa He OBJIafiea coOoi. JIekca oToriia nepBoi U Ha-
mna Cuuiiie Ookas BUHa, a [lepcecdhona Tem BpeMeHeM OTBea
JeBYIIKY B TOCTHHYIO ¥ Jjajia eil KOpOOKY ¢ casipeTkamu.

— Ilpoctute, — HakoHel npousHecaa CUBWILIA, IPOKAILMMUA



pykamu ripuHuMas 6okai. — MHe Oosbiiie HeKyia ObLIO TTOUTH.

— M1 Bcerna tebe pajpl, — ckazana [lepcedona.

— Yto cnyuunnocs? — cipocuna Jlekca.

YV CuBuuibl 3aTpsCaUCh I'yObl, €l He cpa3y YIaJloch 3aroBO-
pUTb.

— 41... 1 Gonbllie HE OPaKYIL.

— Yto? — yauBunack Jlekca. — Kak MoXHO mepectath OBITH
OpakyJiom?

CuBrsuia poausiach ¢ ONMPEAETICHHBIM MMPOPOUYECKUM JapoM,
BKJTIOYABIIINM TIpeicKa3anue Oyayiiero u nposuaenue. [lepce-
(pona Takxke 3Hana, yro CUBWIIA MOIJIA BUAETh HUTU CYIbOBI,
KOTOpbIE OHA Ha3blBajla «lBETaMU», Koraa ropopuia Iepcedo-
HE, YTO UM C AUJIOM CYkJIEHO OBITh BMECTE.

CuBWIIa OTKANUISIACh M CAesaja IyOOKuil BJIOX, HO, KOTJa
OHa 3aroBOpUJIa, €€ roJI0C HaJIOMUJICS.

— 4 obGerana cede OOJIBIIIE HE TUIAKATh U3-3a 3TOTO.

— CuBuna. .. — [lepcedona B3si1a ee 3a pyky.

— ATIOJUTOH YBOJIJI MEHS ¥ OTOOpaJt iap MpeaBuieHu s, — 00b-
sicHus1a oHa. OHa rpyCTHO paccMesiiach, BHITUPAsl TJ1a3a, IOTOMY
YTO CJIe3bl IPOOJIKAIM KaTUThCA Y Hee Mo 1iekaM. — Kak oka-
3aJI0Ch, HEJb3s1 Oe3 KOHIIa OTKa3bIBaTh 00Ty 0e3 KaKux-JIrM0o Io-
CJIEACTBHIA.

[lepcepona He mora moBepuTh B yCibllaHHOE. B ronose y
Hee BCIUIbUIM c10Ba CHBUJUIBL O €€ OTHOIIEHUSIX C ATOJIJIOHOM.
Bce, Brimouas ee Onuskux apyseit Kcepkca u Apo, cuuraim ux
moOoBHVKamu, HO CuBMIUIa pacckasaia UM ¢ JIekcoit, uto ee



HUKOT/Ia HE UHTEPECOBAIM OTHOIIEHUSI C OOTOM MY3bIKH.

— OH x0Tel1, 9TOOBI MBI CTAJTN OOJIBIIIE, YEM JIPY3bSMHU, a 51 EMY
OTKazasa. §l HacJplIIaHa o ero MpOIUIbIX OTHOIIEHUsIX. Bee oHm
3akaH4YMBaMch Karactpodoit. Hadna, Kaccannpa, I'manuHr. ...

— Tak, paBaii-ka eme pas3, — mpousHecnaa Ilepcedona. —
ITOT... peberoK-602 MaJOCTh B30ECHJICS, TOTOMY YTO ThI OTKa-
3aJ1ach C HUM BCTPEYAThCSI, U JIMIINAI TeOsT TBOCH CUJIbI?

— Tce! — CuBwiina orsisiienach, SBHO UCITYTaBIIKCh, YTO CIOf1A
SIBUTCSI ATIOJUIOH U Cpa3uT ux. — Henb3s Takoe roBoputs, Ilep-
cecpona!

Ona nosana rieJyamu:

— IlycTb monpodyeT MHE OTOMCTHTb.

— Twr Takas GeccrparniHasi, TOTOMY 4TO y TeOs ecTh Aun, —
npousHecia CuBmwiia. — Ho Tl 3a0biBaenib, 4To 6OTM UMEIOT
TIPUBBIYKY HAKa3bIBaTh TEX, KTO OOJIbIIE BCETro TeOe IOPOT.

CnoBa CMBWUIBI 3aCTaBUIA €€ HAXMYpPUTbCS, U Yy OOTMHU
BAPYT MOyOaBUIIOCh YBEPEHHOCTH B cede.

— 3HauuT, y Teds Terepb HeT paboThl? — yTouHmiIa Jlekca.

bBrnarogapst ceoemy aapy CuBuiia noctynuia B boxecTBeH-
HbII KoJUTek. Tam eil MoMOorIM OTTOYUTh CUITY, U ATIOJJIOH BbI-
OpaJi ee B Ka4eCTBE CBOETO MEHeIKepa IO CBS35IM C OOIIECTBEH-
HOCTHI0. be3 atoro mapa padora, kotoport CuBriuia 0Oydanach
TNIOCJIe[IHUE YeThIpe To/1a, CTaja /js Hee Hemocsraema. laxe ec-
71 oHa Obl BHOBB 0Opesna cBou cuJibl, [lepcepona Obuia He yBe-
pEHa, 4TO KTO-TO HaHsUI ObI OMAJIbHOTO OpaKyJjia, 0COOEHHO YBO-
JeHHoro caMuM AnosutoHoM. OH ObuT 30510THIM OoroM. [Tomygan



TtuTyn «bor roga» ot «boxecrtBennbix Jleabd» cemb JieT noapsi,
JIMIIIb OJTHAX/IbI JIMIIIMBIIMCH 3TOTO 3BaHU S, KOra 3eBC Mopa3uil
3/1aHUE )KypHaJla MOJHUEW B 3HAK MPOTECTA.

— OH He MOXeT Tak nmoctynuTh! — B3opBayiachk Ilepcedona.
Ei1 6b1710 171€BaTh, HACKOJILKO 000KaeMbIM ObLTT 00T My3bIKU. OH
HE 3aCJTyKMBAJl YBAXKEHU S, €CIIA HAKA3bIBAJI JIIOJIEW TOJIBKO 3 TO,
YTO OHU OTKa3bIBAIUCH BCTPEUATHCSI C HUM.

— OH MOJKeT Jie1aTh BCe, YTO YTOAHO, — Nnosaua riedamu Cu-
Bua. — OH ke Oor.

— DTO He 3HAYUT, YTO TaK MPABUJIBHO.

— IIpaBuIbHO, HEMPABUIBHO, YECTHO, HEYECTHO — Mbl KHBEM
He B TakoMm mupe, [lepcedpona. boru Haka3bBaloT Hac.

O1u cioBa 3actaBwin IlepcedoHy coaporHyThCs, HO Xyxe
BCEro ObUIO TO, YTO OHA 3HAJIA — ATO MpaB/ia. boru ucnonb30BaIM
CMEpTHBIX B KAUECTBE UTPYIIIEK ¥ N30aBJISJIMCh OT HUX, KOT/a Te
OCMEJIMBAIMCH UX PA303JIUTh WM ITPOCTO Hajoenau. [{ist 6oros
KU3Hb HUYETO He 3HAYMJIa, TOTOMY UTO Y HUX CAMHUX ObLIa Beu-
HOCTb.

— 41 B 0011eM-TO ObLJIa HE TTPOTUB, YTOOBI MEHS YBOJIWJIM, HO
KTO TENepb MEHs HallMeT? — OIMyCTOLIEHHO npou3Hecia CuBuiI-
na. — 4 He 3HaI0, YTO MHE JieNaTh. 1 He MOry BEPHYTbCSI JOMOIA.
Marb ¢ OTHHOM OTKa3JIMCh OT MEH$, KOrJa s ocTynuia B boxe-
CTBEHHBIN KOJUIEIK.

— Tbl MOXellb padoTaTh CO MHOM, — npeioxkuia Jlekca, 6po-
CHUB BOIPOCUTENbHBIN B3MIIsiA Ha [lepcedony.

— 4 cipomry y Aupa, — moobemmana Iepcepona. — YBepena,



¥M HY’KHa TIOMOIIb B (DOHJIE.

— W1 TH1 MOXemb XKuUTh y Hac, — nodaBmna Jlekca. — Iloka He
BCTaHeIllb Ha HOTH.

CuBrsuia OTBETHIIA CKENTUYHBIM B3IJISIIOM:

— ¢ He Xo4y co3aaBaTh HEYI0OCTBA.

Jlekca bipkHyna:

— Tw He cozpanib ass Hac HeynoOcTBa. CocTaBuIllb MHE KOM-
naHuio, rnoka Ilepcedona B nogzemHoM napcree. Uepr, 1a Thl,
HaBEPHO, MOXeEIllb JaKe KUTb Yy Hee B komHare. OHa TaM Bce
PaBHO IMOYTH HE HOYYET.

Iepcedona nputBopHO TONKHYIA Jlekcy, u CuBuiuia paccme-
S1ACh:

— MHe He HyXHa TBOSI KOMHATAa.

— Twl eicTBUTENILHO MOXEITh YCTPOUThCs TaM. He To uyToOBI
Jlexca Obiia Hempaga. . .

— Koneuno, st npaBa. Eciu Ob1 3T0 51 criana ¢ AUIoM, TO TOXe
pelKo 3arsabiBaga Obl B CBOIO KOMHATY.

Ilepcedona noaHsIa NOAYIIKY U yaapuia e Jlekcy.

3ps OHa 3TO clenana.

Jlekca B3BU3rHy/a, Kak CUPEHA, U CXBAaTWa JUBAHHYIO MO-
OYUIKY, pe3Ko pa3BepHyBHIKCh. [lepcedoHa yBepHynach OT yaa-
pa, ¥ Bcs ero cuiia oopynmiack Ha CUBUILTY.

Jlekca BeIpOHMIIA TIOAYLIKY.

— O, 6oru, CuBwiia, MPOCTH. ..

Ho CuBuiina Toxe B3s71ach 3a MOAYIIKY U Opocuiia ee psiMo
B JL0 Jlekce.



Bckope Bce Tpoe HOCHITUCH IPYT 3a APYTOM O TOCTUHOM, 00-
pYyIIMBasi U OTpaskas yaaphl, MOKa Ky4eil He CBATWIUCDH Ha IUBaH,
3aIpIXasiCh M X0X0ua.

Haxe CuBmIIa Haclaxaagach MOMEHTOM, Hampoyb 3a0bIB
PO TOCJIeTHHE Yackl CBOel Ku3HU. OHA B3/I0XHYJIA U POU3HEC-
na:

— Bot ObI Bce 1HU OBUTM TAKMMU CYACTIIUBBIMHU.

— Onu u OynyT, — ckazana Jlekca. — Thl Beqib Ternephb KUBEIIIb
C HAMH.

K ToMy BpeMeHU Kak OHM Pa3jIOKWIA MOIYIIKHU MO0 MecTam,
npuexasa nuiia. JlocraBimmk 6e3 KOHIa U3BUHSIICA, OOBSCHSSA,
YTO B rOpojie MPOOKH U3-3a MPOTECTOB.

— ITporectroB? — nepecripocuna Ilepcedona.

— be36oxHukM, — oTBeTWI OH. — OHU MPOTECTYIOT NPOTUB
npeacrosimux [TaH3TIMHCKUX Urp.

- Ox...

Be300:KHUKY OBLIM T'PYIIIOH CMEPTHBIX, KOTOPhIE OTPHIIATN
OOroB ¥ MPeIIOYUTAIIN CIIPABEIJTMBOCTh M CBOOO/TY KOJIEHOIIpE-
KJIOHEHUIO0 U kepTBeHHOCTU. [lepcedoHy cOoBceM He yAUBWIIO,
YTO OHM BBIIIUIU ITPOTECTOBATh MPOTUB Urp, HO 3TO OBLIIO HEMHO-
r0 HEOXHU/IAHHO C YYE€TOM TOrO, YTO TOC/IEIHUE HECKOJIBKO JIET
0 0e300:)KHUKaX HUYero He ObUTO CibIHO. OHA OYeHb Hajies-
JIaCh, UTO ITO OYJIET MUPHBIN IPOTECT O€3 SCKAIAINU KOH(PIUKTA
— MHOTHe oAy OyayT Ty/IsTh Ha TIpa3qHecTBax, BKJtovas [lep-
cedony, Jlekcy n Cusuiuy.

JeBymiku gocMoTpenv (bWIbM U Chelld TUIIIY, U30erast TeM,



kacaomuxcsi Anomona. Ho y ce6s B ronose Ilepcedona Bce
PaBHO MbITAJIACH HAUTU BO3MOKHOCTh TOMOYb CHUBUJLIE.

HevictBusi ArnojuioHa ObLTM HENTPUEMJIEMBI, a pa3Be y Hee He
ObUTO 00sI3aTesIbCTBA TIEpe/l YMTATEIAMKU OOIMYaTh HECTIPABE/I-
JBOCTEL? OCOOEHHO B TOM, 4TO Kacajaoch 0oros? 1, BO3MOXHO,
€CJI 9Ta UCTOpHsl OyJeT JIOCTATOYHO XOpOIlia, el He MPHUIETCS
JIaBaTh SKCKJIIO3UBHOE UHTEPBbIO.

Heckonbko yacoB criycts [lepcedoHa Bee enie He criaia, HO
HE MoIJia CIIBUHYThCS ¢ MecTa. ['onoBa CUBWJUIHI Jiexkasa y Hee
Ha KOJIeHsIX, a JIekca xpariena, yCHyB Ha JUBaHE HAITPOTUB HUX.

CuBwia BAPYT 3aep3ajia ¥ MPOU3HECTa COHHBIM IIENOTOM:

— Ilepcedona, s Xxouy, 4YTOOBI THI MTOOOEIATAa MHE HE MTUCATh
00 AnoJijIoHE.

[lepcedpoHa Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMepIia, 3aepKaB JbIXaHUE.

— Ho nouemy?

— Ilotomy 4ytO AnowioH He Auj, — OTBETWIA AEBYIIKA. —
AwuJy Bce paBHO, U4TO JAyMAIOT JIIOIY, U OH CaM PEeLI IPUCITy-
IaThCs K TeOe. AIOJIJIOH He TAKOW. ATOJIJIOH 3a00TUTCS O CBOEH
perytaiuu. OHa 1J1s1 HETO TaK K€ BaKHA, KaK U ero My3bIKa.

— Toraa oH He TOKeH ObLT HaKa3bIBaTh TeOsI, — MOTHYJIA rO-
nooii [lepcedona.

Ona nouyyBCcTBOBaIA, Kak JagoHu CUBWILIBI CXAJU OIESIO
BOKPYT HUX.

— 41 mporry Te0s1 He BCTymaTh ¢ HUM B MPOTUBOCTOSTHUE OT
moero umeHu. [TooOeman.

[Mepcedona He orBetna. [Tpodnema Obuta B TOM, yT0 CUBHII-



JIa TpocuIIa moodemarh, a Koraa 0or gaBaix ooelanie, OHO CTa-
HOBWJIOCH 00S13aTeJIbHBIM 1 HEPYITMMBIM.

W He umero 3HaueHus, uto CUBUJUIA He 3HaJIa O OOKECTBEH-
HOM TipoucxoxieHun [lepceoHsl.

BoruHsi BECHBI ITPOCTO HE MOTJIA STOTO C/IENaTh.

Crycra Mraosenne CHBWIIA IOAHAIIA IJ1a32 M BCTPETUJIACH C
HEN B3IJIAIOM.

— Ilepcedona?

— 41 He paro oOeraHui.

CuBwIa HAXMYPUJIACh:

— 41 Gosumack, YTO UIMEHHO TaK Thl M CKaXKEIllb.



I'nasa IV. IIpuxkocHoBeHue
npeaynpex,;jeHust

[lepcedoHa exana ¢ OTKPHITBIMM IJIa3aMU, CIIyIIas TUXUAW
xpan Jlekcsl u curioe apixanue CuBuiuibl. beito Tpu ytpa. Eit
MIPEJCTOSUIO BCTaTh Yepe3 YeThlpe yaca, HO OHa HUKAK HE MOT-
JIa TlepecTarhb JyMath 000 BCEM, UTO CIIyUrIoch. JleByIika nepe-
Ovpaja Bce apryMeHTHI 32 ¥ TPOTUB HAMMCAHKS SKCKJIIO3MBHOTO
MHTEPBBIO, KOTOpOro ot Hee xaam [emerpuit u Kan. Ona pe-
IIAJIa, YTO ITO OJUH U3 CIIOCOOOB MPOKOHTPOIUPOBATh UH(POP-
MaIHio, KOTOPYIO €l MPEJCTOSIIO BBITYCTUTh, 32 UCKIIOYEHUEM
TOTO, UTO €€ BBIHYXJAJIF COOOIIUTD MOAPOOHOCTH CBOSH JIMYHOM
Ku3HU. YTO elle Xyke, OHU JIMIIUIN ee BHIOOpa, U 3TO Oecuio
OOruHIO OOJIBIIE BCETO.

Ho morna im oHa oTKazarbcs OT padoThl cBoer MeuThl? OHa
npuexaia B Hobie ApuHBI, cTpeMsCh K CBOOOE, yCTIEXy U MpH-
kioyeHusiM. OHa nonpoOoBaja Bce 3T0, U MUMEHHO TOr/ia, Korjaa
el ymanoch CTpsAXHYThb ¢ ceOsi OKoBbl MaTepH, [lepcedoHa oka-
3aJlach CBSI3aHAa HOBBIMHU ITyTaMHU.

Heyxenu el HUKOr1a HE BBIUTU U3 3TOrO Kpyra?

A Tenieps emie u CuBniuia.

[Nepcedona He MorJIa MO3BOIUTH, YTOOBI ATOJIJIOHY COIILIO €
PYK TO, Kak OH odoresncs ¢ ee moapyroi. OHa He MOIJIa MOHSATh,
nouyemy CHUBHIITAa HE XOTeJa, 9YTOObI OHA Hamucaia o 60ore My3bl-
ku. OH omkeH ObUT OTBETUTH 32 CBOE MOBEJICHUE.



[lepcecpona B3noxHyna. Ee rosoBy mnepenosHsiv MbICIU
— CJIOBA CKJIA[IBIBAIMCh B TAKME BBICOKME KHUIIbI, YTO JABUJIM €l
Ha yepern u3HyTpu. OHa THXO BCTaja U NMEpPeHecach B MOA3EM-
HOE IIApCTBO, MPOCKOJIb3HYB B CajibHble MOKou Aua. Eciu kto-
TO ¥ MOT CMSATYUTH JaBJICHUE y Hee B rOJioBe, TO 3TO ObUT OOT
MEPTBbIX.

Ona He oxuaana OOHAPYXKUTh €ro CIsIUM. BoruHs yxe Ha-
Yasa ObLJI0 MOI03peBaTh, UTO OH BOOOIIE PE/IKO CraJl, eCiu ee He
ObU10 psgoM. OH Jiekal, Clierka MPUKPHITHIH IIETKOBBIME TPO-
CTBIHSIMU, U TUIaMs1 KAMUHA OYEPUYMUBAJIO KOHTYPbI €T0 MYCKYJIH-
CTOM rpyau. Pyk Jiexxanu y Hero HaJi roJIoBO#, CJIOBHO OH YCHYII,
notsaruBasch. OHa MpOTsHYyJA PyKY, YTOOBI KOCHYThCS €ro JIUIIA,
HO €ro NaJIbllbl HEOXKUIAHHO BIIETIMIIUCH €1 B 3aITsCTheE.

[Mepceona BckprkHYIa — OOJBIIE OT CTpaxa, 4eM OT OOJH.
AwWJ OTKpBLUI I71a3a.

— Yepr, — BbIpyrajics oH. MOMEHTaJIbHO CEB, OH pa3Kall KUCTh
Y TIPUTSAHYJT OOTHMHIO K cede. — Tebe 001pHO?

Ona Obl OTBETMIIA, HO OH MOKPBUI €€ KOXY TOIETysIMH, Kaxk-
JbIil U3 KOTOPBIX MPOHU3BIBA €€ TEJIO IEKTPUUECKUM 3apsI0M.

— Ilepcedpona? — OH ycTaBUJICS HA HEE C MUPHAIaMy SMOITUH,
CMEHSIIOIIUX JIPYT JIpyra y Hero B ria3ax. OH CJIOBHO JI0CaI0BAJT
caM Ha ce0s — ero JpIxaHue cOMIoCh, a OPOBU COIUTMCH Ha Tie-
peHocHulle.

Ona ynpIOHY1ach, yOpaB Mpsiib BOJIOC C €ro JIUIIA:

— 4 B nopsake, Aua. Thl JIMIIb HaIyraja MEHs.

OH motiesioBa ee JiaIoHb U, ipuxkas [lepcedony k cede ere



KperJe, CHOBA JieT.

— 41 He mymar, uTo ThI MPUAEIIb KO MHE HOYBIO.

Omna nosioxuia rojoBy eMy Ha rpyabs. OH ObUT TAKUM TEeTUIbIM,
HaJIe)KHBIM U TTPABUIIbHBIM.

— 41 He mory crath 06e3 Te0s1, — MpU3HAJach OHAa, OCO3HaBast
BCIO HEJIETIOCTh TUX CJIOB, U BCE e TO ObLIa MpaB/a.

Jlanonn Aupaa ycnokamBasiv ee, CKOJIb3sl IO CIMHE BBEPX U
BHU3. OHU TO U JIEJIO OCTAHABJIUBAJIMCH, YTOOBI CKATh €€ STOIU-
upl. [lepcedpona 3aep3ana Ha HEM, U €0 WIEH, 3aXKaThlil MEXIY
HUMM, OTBEPAEIL.

— DTO MOTOMY, YTO $1 HE Jal0 TeOe YCHYTh JOMO3/IHA.

Oma cena, oceqijiaB ero, v reperviesia ero najbibl CO CBOUMHU.

— He Bce 3aBg3aH0 Ha cekce, Auj.

— Hukro Huuero u He roBopui o cekce, [lepcedona, — oTBe-
THJI OH.

Omna npunoaHsiia OpoBb U KauHysa OeApamu:

— MHe He HyXHBI CJIOBA, YTOOBI MOHSATH, KOTJIA ThI AyMaelllb
0 CeKce.

OH XOXOTHYJI, U €ro JIaJJOHU JIEIJIM i Ha rpyab. Y Hee Ie-
PEXBaTUJIO JIbIXaHUE, U €€ MaJIblibl OOXBATUIIM €T0 3arsICThs, M0-
JNOOHO HapYYHHUKAM.

— 41 Xouy norooputs, Aug,.

OH M30rHyN UeanbHyI0 OpOBb:

— T'oBopu. §l MHOrO3a/1auHbI. .. UM ThI 32061127

OH npUIOAHSIICS, CeB, K 00XBATUJI 3y0aMU €€ COCOK, MPUKY-
cuB 4epe3 ¢yToosky. [lepcepone xoTenoch otaarbes emy, mos-



BOJIUThH €My HccliefioBaTh cBoe Teno. Ee pyku — mpeaarenbckue
PYKHU — OOBWJIM €70 TIel0 U IOTPY3WIIUCH B €r0 BOJIOCkl. OT Hero
NaxJI0 TETUTBIMU MPSTHOCTSIMM, Y OHA TTOYTH YyBCTBOBajia BKYC
€ro sI3bIKa M apoMar BUCKH Ha HEM.

— He nymato, urto Tebe yaactcest ObITh MHOTO32JauHBIM Ha STOT
pas. 4 3Har 3TOT B3MJIAA.

AWJT OTCTPAHWIICS — HO JIMIIb ISl TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPOCHTH:

— Kakowt B3man?

[epcedpona oOxBaTHIIa €ro TOJOBY 00eMMHU JagoHIMH. Tem
CaMBIM OHa COOMpaach He AaTh €My OTBJIEYb €€ CBOMM PTOM, HO
€ro pyKH CKOJB3HYIH e oy (pyTOOJIKY, U IO ee Telly MoOesKasu
MYypaIlKH.

— Bot 310T 63221510, — OTBETHIIA OHA, CIIOBHO 3TO BCE OOBSICHS-
70. — Tor, uto y TeOs ceftuac. TBOM I71a3a TEMHBI, HO 32 HAMH. . .
CKPBITO YTO-TO XMBOe. VIHOT/Ia MHE KaKeTcsl, YTO ITO CTPACTh,
MHOIJIA — YTO KECTOKOCTh. MIHOrja MHE Ka)eTcs, YTO 3TO BCs
TBOSI KU3Hb.

OH cBepKHYJI IJla3aM¥ U OITYCTHJI PYKH el Ha Oeftpa.

— Au0, — BHIJJOXHYJIA OHA €r0 UMs1, i OH HAKPBLJI €€ I'yObl CBOM-
MU, IPUJIBUHYB €€ TaK, YTOObl OHA OKa3aJiach Moji HUM. Ero s3bik
CKOJIB3HYJ el B poT. OHa Oblia paBa HacyeT ero BKyca — JAbIM-
HOTO M CJIQIKOT0. BormHe 3ax0Teoch MOYyBCTBOBATH OOJIbIIIE,
¥ OHa OOBWJIA PyKaMU €ro IJIeYr, a HoraMu — Tayimio. Ero ryosl
CKOJIb3HYJIM BHU3, YTOOBI ITPONTU TIO KOHTYPY €€ 1IN U TPY/IHU.

[Nepcedona kperye 0OXBaTHIA HOTaMH €r0 TAJIIO0, YTOOBI HE
JaTh €My CITyCTHTBCS eIlie HUKE.



— Aup, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA. — Sl cKa3asia, 4To X04y [MOrOBOPUTD.

— I'oBOpH, — NOBTOPWII OH.

— O6 Amnosione.

Awuj 3amep U 3apblyail — OT TOrO HEECTECTBEHHOTO 3BYKa Y
Hee 10 criiHe mpodexana apoxkb. OH oTcTpaHuIcs, OoJblie He
Kacasich ee.

— Ckaxu, mouemy y 1eOsi Ha ry0ax UMsi MOETO TUIeMSTHHHKA?

— OH MOl HOBBI MPOEKT.

AwuJ1 MOPTHYJI, ¥ OHA YBHJIENIA B €T0 IJ1a3aX KeCTOKOCTb.

[epcedona nocnenHo MpoIoIKUIA:

— On yBonun CuBwinty, Aujl. 3a TO, UTO OHAa OTKa3aJach CTaTh
€ero JIIOOOBHULIEH.

OH ycTaBWICSl HA HEE, U B €r0 MOTYAHUM SIBHO UMTAJICS THEB.
Ero ry0s1 ObuTH CKaTHI, a Ha JIOY IMy/TbcrpoBasia BeHa. OH BCTas ¢
KPOBAaTH TIOJIHOCThIO OOHaKeHHbIH. Heckobko MrHOBEHUH OHa
IIPOCTO CMOTpEJa, KaK OH YXOIUT, — HA €ro HaKauaHHYIO 3aIHUILY
U BCE OCTAJILHOE.

— Kyna Tb1? — nouHTepecosasach OHa.

— ¢ He Mory ocTaBaThCsl B HAIlIEH MOCTENH, TTOKA Thl TOBOPHIIIh
00 AnosutoHe.

OT Hee He YCKOJIB3HYJIO, YTO OH Ha3BaJ CBOIO MOCTENb «HAULeLL
nocmenwvio». OT ITOTO y Hee MOTEIIeNO B TPYH, BOT TOJILKO OHA
BCE UCTIOPTHIIA, YIIOMSIHYB ATIOJUIOHA.

Boruns nocnemmna 3a HUM.

— 41 3aroBopuiia 0 HEM TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO X04y 1omoub Cu-
BuJLIE !



Awj HaJm ceOe BUCKU.

— To, 41O OH AeNaeT, HenpaBUIBbHO, AUA. ATIOJIJIOH HE MOXKET
HakasbiBaTh CUBUILTY TOJBKO 32 TO, YTO OHA €My OTKa3aJa.

— OueBUIHO, MOKET, — OTBETUJT A1, MEAJIEHHO OTITMB U3 00-
KaJia.

— OH JummIT ee BO3MOXKHOCTH 3apadaThIBaTh Ha KU3Hb! Y Hee
HUYEro HEeT U He Oy/IeT, eClii He pa3001aunuTh AToJuioHa!

Awp ocynt 6okat 1 Hamun erne. [loce 3arsHyBIeics Ha-
NIPSKEHHOU May3bl OH TTPOM3HEC:

— Tebe Henb3s micath 00 Anosutone, [lepcedona.

— 51 yxe roBopuiia Tebe — Thl HE MOXKEIlb YKa3biBaTh MHE, O
KOM ITHCaTh, AN,

Bor noa3eMHOro nmapcTBa ¢ IIyXUM CTYKOM MOCTaBWII OOKal
Ha CTOJL.

— Torpa TeGe He CTOMIIO paccKa3biBaTh MHE O CBOMX IJIaHAX.

Omna norajipiBajiach, Kakoi Oy/ieT ero cieayoIias MbICIb: «A
erre TeOe He CTOMJIO YIIOMUHATh ATIOJUIOHA B MOEH CITaJIbHE».

Ero cioBa pa3oXrmiy B HEW THEB, U OHA OYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK
CWJIa TIPUIIUIA B IBUJKEHUE Y HEe B BEHaX.

— DT0 He COnIeT emMy € pyK, Aun!

Omna He crana go0aBIATh, YTO €l OUeHb HyXKHaA ObLIa 3Ta WC-
TOPUSI — YTO OHA MOCITYKUT OTBJIEKAIOIIUM MAaHEBPOM JIJIsI €€ Ha-
YaJIbHUKA. AW, JOJKHO OBITh, TOYYBCTBOBAJI IEPEMEHY B €€ CH-
Jie, IOTOMY 4YTO KOTJIa OH CHOBA 3arOBOPWJI, €r0 CJI0Ba 3ByYain
B3BEIIIEHHO M CITOKOMHO:

— 41 He TOBOPIO, UTO s HE COMIACeH ¢ TOOOM, HO Thl HE MOKEIITb



OOpOThCS 32 CIpaBeIMBOCTh B OMUHOUKY, [lepcedona.

— Kr0, ecn He s? Bornbilie HUKTO He jKenaeT OpocaTh My BbI-
30B. Hapon ero odoxkaer.

Ona He noHuMaJIa, Kak OHU MOIJIM JTIOOUTh AMoJuioHa u 60-
ATbCa Aua.

— Tem Gonplte mpuynH A5 TeOs CHavana oOIyMarh CTpaTe-
TUI0, — poAoikai yoexaars Au. — EcTs 1pyrue crocoOsl J10-
OUTHCS CITPABEIJIMBOCTH.

[lepcedpona He ObUTa yBepeHa, YTO € HPaBWJIOCh TO, HA YTO
HameKasn Auj.

OHa OKMHYJIa €T0 CepIUTHIM B3IJISIOM:

— Yero 1 Tak Ooumibesa? S Hanmcana o Tede, U MOCMOTPH,
CKOJIBKO BCET0 XOPOIIEro U3 3TOrO BHIIILIO.

— 41 3ppaBomBICTsATIMIA OOT, — OTBEeTWII OH. — He roBops yxe
0 TOM, 4TO s YBJIEKCs TOOOM. S He X0ouy, 4YTOOBI TOOOH yBIIEKCS
Y ATOJUIOH.

[Nepcedone ObLTO Bce paBHO, yBIIEUYETCS €10 AMOJIJIOH WA HET
— OOr My3bIKM HE CMOT OBl €€ TOOUThCS.

— Tsl 3HaeIb, 4TO 51 Oy/Iy OCTOPOXKHA, — CKa3asia oHa. — Kpome
TOT0, HEYKeJH Thl JyMaelllb, YTO AMOJIUIOH OCMEUTCS CBSI3aThCs
C TOM, YTO TIPUHAJICKUT TeOe?

Awjt oK ryobl ¥ POTSTHYJT €1 PYKY.

— Wnu crona, — oH ces Ha KPeciio nepej KAMUHOM.

OHa NoAYMHUIIACH, CIIOBHO €r0 CJI0Ba ObUTM MarHUTOM, a OHa
— ctayblo. Ha ee manpliax COMKHYJIMCh HAIbLBI AWJa, U OH yca-
I ee Ha ceOsI TaK, 4To ee KOJIEH! OKa3aJIUCh TI0 OOKaM OT ero



6enep. M3rudsl ee Tena CIUIKCh C ero KpenkuM Tyjaosuiiem. Ona
CMOTpeJIa B €ro TEMHBbIE I71a32a, IIOKa OH TOBOPUIL:

— Tl He MOHMMaeIIb cMbICTa 00XKECTBEHHOCTU. $1 He cMory
3aIUTUTD TeOs1 OT Apyroro 6ora. Ecu Thl BCTYMUIIL C KEM-TO B
MIPOTUBOCTOSTHUE, TeOe MPUAETCS MOOEeIUTh CaMOM.

VBepennocts Ilepceponsr nomarnynace. CyiiecTBOBaJIO
MHOKECTBO TPaBWJI, CBSI3BIBAIOIIMX OOroB — OOEIIaHMs, KOH-
TPaKThl, YCIYTH, — U BCE OHU UMEJTN KOe-4To OOIIlee.

OnHu ObUTH HEPYIITUMBI.

— Twl roBOpMIIIL, UTO HE BCTYIHIILCS 32 MEHS?

AuJl B3JOXHYJ ¥ POBEJ MaJbIIEM 1O ee LIeKe:

— Hoporasi, paau Te0s 51 Obl CIATUI BECh 3TOT MHUP.

Bor norenoBa ee Tak HEUCTOBO M O€3:KaJI0CTHO, UTO Y Hee 3a-
HBUTK TYOBI. JIMIIUB ee cnoCOOHOCTH JIBIIIATh, OH OTCTPAHMIICS,
¥ €ro JIAJIOHU TaK KPEMKO MPIKAJIMCh K €€ KOXe, YTO OH CJIOBHO
CXBaTUJI e 32 KOCTH.

— Ymonsro 1eds — He UL 0 Oore MY3bIKH.

[Nepceona oOHapyx)mIa, 9TO KMBAET, 3AaBOPOKEHHAST TAKIM
paHUMBIM B3IJIS1IOM TeMHbIX a3 Aujga. OH He TOXOAWI JI0 Ta-
KO CTENeH! OTYasTHUS, JaKe KOT/Ia MbITaJCs 3apeTuTh e MH-
cathb o ceoe.

— A kak ke CuBmuia? — mpousHecia oHa. — Eciu 51 He pa3o0-
Jla4y ero, KTO €l MOMOXeT?

Barsin Auna emsiraucst:

— Tbl HEe MOXeIIb CIIACTH BCEX, MOsI JOPOTasi.

— 51 He mBITAlOCh CIIACTH BCEX — TOJIBKO TeX, KTO MOCTPajal



oT OOroB.

Awuji BCMOTpEJICSl B Hee JIOJITUM B3TJISIOM, a TIOTOM yopaJt ¢
ee JIIA TPsiib BOJIOC:

— DT1OT MUP TeOsI HE 3aCTyKUBaeT.

— 3aciyKuBaeT, — OTBETHIIA OHA. — Bee 3acimyxuBaioT cocrpa-
nanust, Aup. Jaxe B cMepTu.

— Ho 781 roBOpMIIIL He 0 cocTpaiaHuy. — OH MPOBeT OONBIIM
NIaJIBIIEM TIO0 ee IeKe. — Thl HaJIeebCsl CIIacTh CMEPTHBIX OT Ha-
KazaHus1 O0roB. DTO TaK ke HECOBITOYHO, KaK 0OelaTh BEpHYTh
MEPTBBIX K KHU3HU.

— Tonbko MOTOMY, UTO THI TAK CUMTACIIIb, — BO3pPA3WJIa OHA.

Awp oTBen B3MIAA, CTUCHYB YenocTH. [lepcedona sBHO 3a-
Je7la YyBCTBUTENbHYIO cTpyHY. OT OCO3HAHUSI BUHBI Y Hee BCe
BHYTpU TiepeBepHy/Ioch. OHa 3HaJIa, YTO MOCTYMHJIA HEUECTHO.
B noj3eMHOM 11apcTBe OBUIM CBOM TMPaBUJIA M PABHOBECHE CHIT,
KOTOpbIE OHA HE COBCEM MMOHMMAJIA.

OmHa 3az1ej1a ero, caMa Toro He keJjasi, HO el TaKk XOTeJIOCh BCe
U3MeHNUTh. BOrvHs MOTsAHYNACh K HEMY, YTOOBI OH CHOBA B3IJIsI-
HYJI Ha Hee.

— 41 He Oyny mucath 00 ANoJIOHe, — CKa3ajia OHa.

OH crrerka pacciadmiIcsl, HO BBIpaKEHHE ero JIMIA MO-TIPexk-
HeMy ObUIO HETIPOHUIAEMBIM.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO THI CTPEMHUIIILCS K CIIPABEIMBOCTH, HO, PO-
11y, IIOBEPb MHE Ha CJIOBO.

— 4 Te6e Bepio.

Ero nuiio Hu4ero He BeIpaxaio, u 'y [lepcedoHbl CI0XUIOCH



BIIEUaTJIEHNE, YTO OH eil He MOBEPWI. DTa MBICIb YCKOJIb3HYIA
OT Hee, Korjga AWl IOAHSUT ee Ha PYKH, IIsi/isl B I1a3a, U TMOLIeN
00paTHO K MOCTEJIH.

OH ycaaun ee Ha Kpai, MOMOT pa3JeThCsl M YIOKUI Ha CITUHY.
Cam OH BCTaJI Ha KOJIGH! y Hee Me /1y HOT, U ero I'yObl Me/IJICHHO
CIYCTHJIMCh BHU3 U HAKPBUIM HANIPSDKEHHBI KOMOUYEK HEPBOB B
HeHTpe Mexay ee Oeapamu. [lepcedona uzornynack HaJ KpoBa-
ThIO, YIIEPEBIIKCH TOJIOBOM B MaTpac W MOTPYy3UB PyKU B MOpe
npocTeiHel BOKpyr. Ee npixanue coumocs.

— Anp!

Ee BckpuKky, Ka3a10Ch, He MPOU3BEIM HA HEr0 HUKAKOTO BIIe-
YaTIeHus1, TOTOMY YTO OH MPOJOJIKUII CBOM TOMHbIE, MYUYHUTEb-
Hble JTacKu. Bckope ero nasibiibl pa3BUHYIIU €€ TOpsiyIo IJI0Th,
MPUCOETUHUBIIUCH K 53bIKY. OH IMOMIA)KUBA U PACTATUBAI €e,
JIBUTAsICh B OTHOM PUTME C €€ JbIXaHheM, MIOKa OHA He JIOCTHUIJIa
BEPIIHBI.

3aKOHYMB, OH TTPHUITOTHSICS, IOJHEC CBOU MAJIBIIBI K I'y0aM 1
0011341 UX.

— TBoi1 BKyC — MOW JTIOOMMBIiA, — IPOM3HEC OH. — $I Mor ObI
AT TeOSI BECh JICHb.

Awupn obxBatui ee 3a Oefipa U MOATSAHYN K cebe, BOWs B Hee
OHUM OBICTPBIM TOTYKOM. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA €TO B CBOEM TeJie
Y B CBOEH ZIyIIIE.

OH pUTMUYHO 3aIBUTAJICSI BHYTPHU €€, U BCKOPE €€ CTOHHI ITpe-
BpaTUJIMCh BO BCKPHUKHU.

— HazoBu Moe ums, — mpopsryan Au.



[lepcedona BrenuiIach najabiiaMu B 1IeyK. [IpocTeiHu mipu-
JIMILUIY K €€ KOXe, IOTOMY UTO BCe €€ TeJIO MOKPBLIOCh KaIISIMU
ToTa.

— HazoBu!

— Aup! — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA.

— Eite.

— Aup.

— IIpocu, — npukazan oH. — YMosii MeHsl I0BecTH TeOs 10
9KCTa3a.

— Auji, — OHa e[1Ba MOIJIa JBIIIATh U COCTABJIATH cioBa. — [lo-
Kaylcra.

Tom4ok.

— Iloxanyiicra, uro?

Tom4ok.

— JloBeau MeHs 10 9KCTa3a.

Tom4ok.

— Hy, naBaii xe! — 3akpuyasa oHa.

Onu BMeCTe JOCTUTIN Opra3Ma, u Auji pyxHyJ1 Ha Hee U BIUJI-
cs1 B ee IyObl ITTyOOKUM TIOIEeJTyeM — € ee BKyCOM Ha ero ryoax.
CrycTst MTHOBEHHE OH IMOJHSJI €€ U MEepPeHeC B KyNaJbHU, e
OHU MPUHSUIA AYII ¥ CHOBA MIPEKJIOHWIUCH APYT Mepell APYroM.

[epcedone ocraBanoch cnath BCEro yac A0 MoabeMa, Korjaa
OHa HAKOHEII Jier/ia B TOCTeb. AUJI BHITSHYJICS PSIIOM, TIPUXKU-
Mas ee K ceoe.

— Ilepcedpona, — mponsHec Awnj, ImeKoda cBoed OOPOIKON ee

yXO.



— Mm? — OHa CJIMIIIKOM yCTajia, 9ToOBI MOJIh30BATHCS CIIOBa-
MU, ee BEeKH YyXe ObUTH TsKeJIbl OT CHA.

— Emme pa3 npousHecenib 4y)koe UMs B 9TOU MOCTeN — Oy/Ib
yBEpEHa, 51 OTIPaBJIO ero aymy B Taprap.

Omna oTkpbLia ma3a. Eii 3axotenoch B3IVISIHYTh €10, YBUIETD
OyICTBO B €ro B3IJISIE U TIOC/IEIOBATh 3a HUM — noueMy 310 MaK
cUvHo e2o pazoznuno? Heyxenu oH, OOr Mog3eMHOro 11apcTBa,
Oorau, coouparesns ayiil, 60s7cs AmosioHa?

[Mocne cBoero npenynpexaeHuss Aujl paccaaduics, ero Jibl-
XaHME CTAJI0O POBHBIM M CHOKOMHBIM. He skesast Hapyliare 3TOT
MOKOW, OHA MPUKAJIACh K HEMY U YCHYJIA.



I'naBa V. llapckui npuem

Ha cnenyromuii nens 3a nandeMm Ilepcedona nepeckazana
pasroBop ¢ Ausiom Jlekce. OHu BbIOpasii KaOMHKY B 3a/IHEH 4ya-
ctu ux Jooumoro kade, «Kentoro Hapimcca», 00eCIIeYMBIIYIO
UM OTHOCHUTEJIbHOE yeiuHeHue. HecMoTps Ha ryaeHue pecropa-
Ha, [lepcedpoHa no mapaHoviu Oosylach TOBOPUTH 00 Awujie Ha
nyomke. OHa HaKJIOHWJIACh HaJl CTOJIMKOM K Jlekce u mpoiien-
Tana:

— 41 HUKoOra elle He BUJeNa ero TaKUM. . .

HemnpeknonasiM. HeyctynmumeiM. OOBIYHO OH, MO KpaiHen
Mepe, FOTOB ObUI €€ BBIC/TYIIATh, HO CTOWJIO JIUIIIL UMEHU ATION-
JIOHA CIIETETh C ee ry0, Kak Auj1 pelni MPeKpaTuTh ITOT pasro-
BOP.

— Awup B 00111eM-TO mpaB, — cKa3ania Jlekca, OTKMHYBIINCDH B
CBOEM KpecJie U CKPECTUB HOTU.

[Mepcedona B3MIsIHYIA HA CBOIO JIYUIIYIO TIOAPYTY, VAUBJICH-
Hasl, 4YTO Ta MOJIepkaya 0ora MepTBBIX.

— 4 umeto B BUY, Thl U IIPaBAa JyMaelllb, YTO MOXEIlb MPO-
CTO Tak B34Tb U NOKYCUTbCS Ha pernyTauuio AnosuioHa? OH ke
30710TOM Masibuk HoBbix AduH.

— YecTb, KOTOPOH OH HE 3aCIyKHJI C YYETOM TOrO, KaK OH OT-
HOCHUTCS K MY)XYMHAM U JKEHIIIUHAM, KOTOPBIX «JTIOOHT> .

— Ho... uto0, ecrm nogu Tede He moBepsT, [lepcedona?

— 51 He Mory GecroKOMTLCSI O TOM, MOBEPAT MHE JIIOAW WU



HeT, JIekc.

MBEICITb O TOM, YTO Ha KepTB AIOJIOHA HE OOPaTIT HUKAKOTO
BHUMAaHUsI U3-32 €ro MOMyJIsSIpHOCTH, IPUBOJMIIA €€ B IPOCTh, HO
erie Oosnblle ee Oecuio To, YyTo oHa 3Hasa — Jlekca npasa. Cy-
IECTBOBAJIA BEPOSITHOCTD, UTO €1 HUKTO HE MOBEPUT.

— 4 3Ha10. { MPOCTO rOBOPIO. .. YTO BCE MOXKET MOWTH HE TaK,
KakK Thl lyMaelllb.

[lepcepona HaxMypuiach, CMyIIEHHAs CJI0BaMU MOIPYTH:

— W uto0 *e g nymarwo?

Jlexca ckpectriia masiblipl Ha CTOJNE Teped CoOOM M TMoXKasia
Ile4aMu, HakoHell oAH:AB ra3a Ha [lepcedony. Ee raza cero-
JHS1 Ka3aJIUCh ellle spye — BO3MOXKHO, M3-3a pIMUaThIX TEHEW,
KOTOPbIMU OHA HaKpacuyach.

— He 3Hnato. B cmpbicnie, Tol OyKBaJIbHO HAJEEIILCS YPE3OHHUTh
6ora, KOTOpbIil HE MpUEMJIET 0TKa3a. Thl CIOBHO yMaelllb, YTO
BOJIIIIEOHBIM 00Pa30M M3MEHHUIIIb TTOBE/IeHNE ATOJUIOHA C TIOMO-
IbI0 HECKOJIbKUX CJIOB.

[epcedona nonanachk Ha3aja U BAPYT 3aMETUJIA, UTO B3IJIS]L
Jlekcwl cmecTiicst Ha ee TIe40. BOKOBBIM 3peHreM OHa yBHle-
JIa YTO-TO 3€JIEHOE U MOBEPHYJIA TojoBy. M3-nos ee koxku mpo-
OuBasCh 3esteHble cTeonu. [lepcedona npumaBuia UX JaJOHBIO.
Ee marus ere HUKOI/Ia He OTKJIMKAIACh HA SMOLIMHU TaKUM 00-
pasoM. OHa BbIpBajia cTeOJIM, U TUIEYO MPOH3UJIA OCTpasi OOoJb
— M0 pPyKe MOTEKJa KPOBb.

— O 6oru! — Jlekca cynyna eii oxanky canderok, u [lepcepona
npuxaia ux K redy. — Thl B nopsiake?



— Bce HopmasbHO.

— Takoe yxe ciayqanocn?

— Her, — orBetnna 6oruns. OHa yOpasia cayneTku, yToObl
B3MJISIHYTh Ha paHy, OCTaBJeHHYI0 cteOnsamu. Paspes Obl1 ma-
JIEHbKHM, CJIOBHO OHa Ollaparaiach IMIIOM, & KPOBOTEYEHHUE TO-
YTU OCTAHOBUJIOCD.

Eii Ob110 KpaiiHe He0OXOIUMO MPOIOJIKUTh YPOKU ¢ [ eKaToi.

— D710 uTO-TO OO)ecTBeHHOoe? — yTouHuia Jlekca.

— He 3Harw.

Ona HUKOT 12 He BUJETa, YTOOBI TAKUM 00pa30M MPOSIBIISITHACH
CHJIBI €€ MaTepu — Kak ¥ Cuiibl Auyia. Moxer, 3To ObUI ellie OfiuH
IpUMep, Kak MJIOX0 OHA CHPABJISIACH C POJIbIO OOTUHHU.

— To1 pacckaxerns 00 3Tom Aumy?

Drot Bonpoc yausui Ilepcedony.

— 3auemM MHe eMy paccKa3bIBaTh?

Ta npuHsAIack NepevncisaTh NPUUMHBL:

— I[lotoMy 4TO Takoro eie HUKOrJa He Cay4yasloch, OTOMY
910 TeOe OOJBHO, TOTOMY YTO 9TO MOXET ObITh KAK-TO CBSI3aHO
C Te€M, 4TO Thl OOTUHSI BECHBI?

— Wlnm aTo epyHaa, — 6picTpo otBeTuia [lepcedona. — He Bon-
Hy¥cst 00 aToM, Jlekc.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHMI TUITMHBI pa3eTuiId MOAPYT, a IOTOM
Jlekca mpoTsiHyJia pyKy Hajl CTOJIMKOM, YTOOBI IIPUBJICYL BHUMA-
Hue Ilepcedons:

— ThI Beib 3HACIIIb, UTO 51 IPOCTO BOJHYIOCH 32 TeOsI, IpaBaa?

borunsa BecHbl B310XHYJIA:



— 3nar. Criacu6o.

Me:x 1y HUMM CHOBA TIOBHCJIa TUILIMHA, U JIekca noxana ruie-
YyaMM:

— Jlymalo, Ha caMOM JieJie 9TO BCE yXke He BaXHO. Thl Beb
yxke noobderiana Aufy, 9to He Oyaelib nucath 00 ATOIIOHE. . .
npasjaa’?

[epcedona He nmogHsA a3, u30eras B3MIsAa MOAPYIU.

— Ilepcedona. ..

— A kak xe CuBusuia? Mbl pocTO MO3BOJUM €1 U Jajibllie
crpagarb? — cnpocuia [lepcedona.

— Her, Mb1 OyieM noiiepkuBath €e Kak Moapyru, — OTBETUIa
Jlekca.

— W1 310 3HaUMT, YTO A NOJKHA CAENIATh BCE, UTO B MOMX CHJIAX,
YTOOBI U300JIMYUTh ATOJIJIOHA.

— DTO0 3HAYUT, YTO ThI IOJKHA AeJIaTh TO, O UeM TeOs mpocuiia
CuBuiia.

[Mepcedona nmomopiminacs. CuBmiia xotena, utoowl [lepce-
(ona ornycrmiia cutyarmio, HO MOJTYaHKE OBUIO YaCThIO CaMOW
nipoOnembl. CKOJBKO JIIOAEH yiKe MOCTPaaio OT pyK ATOJUIOHa
¥ TIPOMOJTYAsIo 00 3TOM?

— Bce 6oru 3anukiens Ha Mectu? — Jlekca Bbiiana sty ¢pa-
3y HE 3a/1yMbIBASICh, CJIOBHO 3a7aBasi pPUTOPUYECKUI BOMPOC, HO
[lepcedone ee perimka NpuILIach HE 1O HPABY.

— Yro THI MMeelllb B BULY?

Jlekca noxasna riedamu:

— BhI Bce xoTuTe Hakazwviéams. ATIONIOH XOYET HaKa3bIBaTh



CBOMX JIIOOOBHUKOB U JIOOOBHHUII, TIOSTOMY ThI XOUEIllb HAKa3aTh
€ro, 1 OH HaBepHSKA 3a 3TO HaKaxeT Teds1. DTo Oe3ymue.

— 41 He xouy ero Haka3zathb, — 0OOpOHsIsCh, oTBeTMIA [lepce-
ona.

Jlekca mpunonHsiia OpoBb.

— A He xouy! 4 xo4uy pacckasars JIOIAM, YTO €My HEJb35 JO-
BEPATD.

— Tak *ke, Kak XxoTesla paccKasaThb JIIOASM, YTO HeJlb3s JI0Be-
paTe Auay?

— D10 Ipyroe.

[epcedona neiicTBUTENIBHO Hayala cepuio crateid o0 Auje,
HaMepeBasiCh U300JMYUTh €ro OecYeCTHbIE CAETIKU CO CMEPTHbI-
mu. TeM He MeHee CITyCTsl HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi OHA y3Haa, YTo €ro
HaMepeHust ObUTM HAMHOTO OoJiee OaropoAHBIME, YeM OHA M3-
HavaJIbHO ToJIaraa.

Jlekca B3goXHYyna:

— Bo3moxkHO, HO pa3Be He 00 3ToM cKaszan Tebe Aua? Amor-
JIOH HaKa3bIBAaEeT HE 33/1yMbIBASICh.

[Mepcedona B pa3npaxeHnn OTBENA B3MJISA, ¥ BBITSHYTAs py-
Ka Jlekchl Jieryia Ha ee COOCTBEHHYIO.

— $I mpocTo Xouy, 4yTOOBI THI ObLTa OCTOpOkHA. {1 3HAI0, YTO
Awun 3anmTHT TeOs1, HACKOIBKO CMOXET, HO 1 TaKXKe 3Hal0, Kak
TPYIHO TeOe MPOCUTH O TOMOIIIH.

[epcedona BblAaBMIIA HATSAHYTYIO YAbIOKY. OHa 3Hana, 4TO
Jlekca 6ecriokouTcst O Hel, HO OHa He 3HaJla Bcer ucropuu. bo-
TMHS JI0 CHX TIOp He paccKasajia Mmoapyre o0 ylIbTUMaTyme, Ko-



TOPBI BhICTaBUII ee Oocc. OHa OyaTO CHOBA BCTYIWIIA B CIETIKY C
AWI0M, OKa3aBIIKChH O] YTPO30M MOTEPSATH IBE CaMble BaXKHbIE
s Hee Ben. HaBepHoe, eciim Obl OHa 0OBsicHWIA, Jlekca Obl
TMIOH$1JIA, HO CTOWJIO JIMILIb €1 3arOBOPUTH, KaK MX MPEPBAJIU:

— Bb1 ke nonpyxka Auaa, na?

I'onmoc omapammin ux, u Ilepcedona nomopimmaack OT BOIpPo-
ca. Psaom ¢ ux cTonMkoM BO3HMKJA AeBymika. Ha Heit Obuin
JUIMHHas pyOainka, Opioku 1 60TuHKU. B oHO# pyke oHa aep-
’KaJjla HaroTope TejiepoH, a Ipyrou CTsHYJIA PE3UHKY, UTO YIep-
KMBaJIa €€ BOJIOCH! B TYTOM Y3JIE.

— MoxHo mHe crenath ¢oto? — JleByIka B30uIa BOJIOCH U
NpUIJIaIniIA UX HaJ IJIeYaMu.

— IIpocrure, Het, — otBeTwia [lepcedpona. — Y MeHs jlaHu.

— Jla 3TO BCero JiMIb CEKyHJa, — JIEBYIIKA HAKJIOHWIACh K
Heil, YTOObI c/ieath cesihu, ¥ BKIIIOYIIIA KaMepy.

[lepcedona oTonBUHYIACh, BHICTABUB BIEpel PYKH, YTOOBI
OTIOPOIUTHCS OT JIEBYLIKU.

— 4 ckazana «HeT».

— Bcero oaHy, — mormpoOoBaa moToproBaTbCsl JEBYIIIKA.

— Yro BaM HEMOHSTHO B CJIOBE «HET»? — FHEBHO CIPOCHJIA
[lepcedona.

JleByIlIKa BHIIPAMWIACH U MOPIHYJIA.

A moToM colrypuiia rasa:

— HeoOs13aTenbHO OBITH TAKOUM CTEPBOU. DTO BCEro JHIIb (o-
TO.

HeBymika noaHsna tenedoH u cdororpaduposasa ee. Ee



37I00HBIN BHITIA/1 PUBJIEK BHUMAaHKE, U, HAOM0Aasi, KaK OHA yXO-
ut, [Tepcedona 3ameTniia, Kak HECKOJIBKO APYTUX ITOCETUTENIEN
HACTABWJIM HA Hee cBOM Tesie(poHbl. OHA MPUKPbUIA JIUIIO PYKOU.

Jlekca HakJIOHMIIACh HAJl CTOJIMKOM:

— A BOT ceifuac camoe y1aqyHOe BpeMsl UCIIOIb30BaTh TBOU CH-
JIbl IPOTUB MOJJIOCTH.

— Pa3Be He Thl TOJILKO YTO KPUTUKOBAJIA MEHSI, UTO § MOJIb3Y-
IOCh CBOEW Marven ig Haka3auui?

— Jla, HO... oHa-TO 3aciyxuia. Ta eme ApsiHb.

— Hymaro, Ham 1nopa yxoautb. — Ilepcedona norsaHymace 3a
CYMOYKOM.

OHM OCTaBUJIM AEHBIM HAa CTOJIMKE, YTOObI OIUIATUThH CYET.
Jlekca B3sina IlepcedoHy o JJOKOTh, KOTJIa OHU BBIXOIWINA U3
kace. TpoTyapsl ObLIM 3armoTHEHB PAOOTHUKAMM, BO3BPAIIAIO-
IUMUCS] B O(PUCHI, TYPUCTAMU U YIMUYHBIMU TOProBiamu. [leHb
ObLIT )KapKUM, HO OOJIAYHBIM, 1 B BO3JLyXe MaXJIO KapeHbIMH Kalll-
TaHaMM, CUTapeTaMH U Kode.

— Y Tebs ecTh Bpems 3aiiTH K HaMm B o¢uc? — cripocua Jlek-
ca. — 51 OBl ycTpoma Tebe SKCKYPCHIO M paccKasasia O MpoeKTe,
HaJl KOTOpPbIM padoTaio!

[epcepoHa B3MIsiHY/Ia HA Yackl. Y Hee OCTaBaIOCh €lle MoJ-
yaca 0 BO3BpallleHUsA B AKPONOJIb.

— C ynoBOJIbCTBUEM MOCITYLIAIO.

Ei1 xotenock mocMoTperts, riae padoraer Jlekca, u, o npasje
TOBOPSI, U3Y4IUTh OOCTAHOBKY. Eif ObLII0 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO, KOT/Ia
Jlekca nepeuncisia pakTel O MPOEKTE «AJIKMOH», O KOTOPBIX



OHA HUYEro He 3HaJa.

Jlexca paborana B AnekcaHapuiickor OamHe. 3qaHue HaXo-
Ioch HapotuB «HeHoun» 1 umeno dacaa u3 crekia u 6eso-
ro mpamopa. Jlekca orkpsuia ais Ilepcedonst nepb. Kak u B
J0OOM JIpYyroM MecTe, IpUHA e KaBIeM AUy, UHTEPbED 3/1€Ch
ObL1 pockortiieH. [Tobl U3 Mpamopa C POKUIIKaMH, CTOMKa pe-
CellIIIeHa 13 YepHOro oOCcuanaHa, TeMHasi MeOeb C 30JI0TOH OT-
nenkoit. [TepcecpoHa mouyBcTBOBaa ce0sl Kak J0Ma.

Humda 3a croiikoit cpasy xe Bcrana. Kak u Bce u3 ee Buja,
OHa ObLJIa IPEeKpacHa — C 3a0CTPEHHBIMU YePTaMHU JIUIIA U OOJTb-
HIMMU T71a3amMu. D10 Obula JiecHast HUMda, Apraaa, — 00 3TOM
TOBOPUJIM €€ BOJIOCHI 1IBeTa MUH/IaJIs, OOJOTHBIA OTTEHOK IJ1a3
U CJIeTKa 3eJIeHOBaThIil TOH KoxH. [lepcedona mposena B OKpy-
KEHUM 3THX HUM(} OOJBIIYI0 YacTh CBOEH KM3HH, TIOKA pocyia
B opanxepee. OHa HUKOTa Mpexie 00 3TOM He 3alyMbIBAJIach,
HO Ternepb 3a/1a71aCh BOIIPOCOM, He ObLIIH JIM OHU IJICHHUIIAMU ee
Marepu, Kak ¥ OHa cama.

— Jlenu Ilepcedona, — KMBHYJIA KEHIIMHA 32 CTOMKOM. — JJ1s
HAC YeCTh MPUHUMATD BaC 371eCh.

Jlekca xuxukHnyna, a [lepcepoHa nokpachena.

— 4 npusena [lepcedoHy Ha 3KCKypcHio, AUBH.

YV npuansl oKpyramiamch 11asa, u'y Ilepcedonsl crnoxumoch
BIIeYAT/ICHUE, YTO TOW He HPABSITCS CIOPIPHU3bI.

— Ox, KoHeuHo ke, eau [lepcedona. [ Havana. .. Mory
s1 BAM 4TO-HUOY/Ib MPEIOKUTh? BoKas maMnaHcKoro Ui BUHa,
BO3MOKHO?



— O ner, cnacu6o, AiiBu. MHe Hy:KHO MOTOM BEPHYThCS Ha
paoory.

— Ilo3BonbTe MHE cliesiaTh apy 3BOHKOB. fl Xouy, 4TOObI BCe
ObLIIO MIEATLHO, KOT/Ia Bbl IIOJHUMETECH.

— Jla Bce B nopsinke, AliBY, — mpou3Hecsa Jlekca ¢ UrpuBbIM
cmerkoMm. — Ilepcepone Bce paBHo.

Hpuana nobnenHena. Beero HeCKOIBKO MecsILIeB Ha3a[ OT Ta-
koro nosezenus [epcedone crasno vl HenoBko. Ee u ceituac 3to
cllerka B3BOJTHOBAJIO, HO OHA TOHsLIa, YTO Ciy:Xalye Auja rnpo-
CTO XOTeJIM €U yroguts, 1 [lepcedona pemmna en He MemaTh.

— Ms1 monoxiem, AiiBu, — ckazana [lepcedona. — U s Obl HE
OTKa3aJ1ach OT CTaKaHa BOJIBI.

Hpuana ynbiOHyaach:

— Ceiuac npuHecy, MAIEHN.

IlepcepoHna oTomwia OT CTOMKM U orisfiena KoMHary. Ei Hpa-
BUJIOCH 9TO 31aHKe. OHO He ObLJI0 COBpeMEHHBIM, Kak «HeHoub»,
U UMEJI0 MHOXECTBO AHTHUYHBIX AKIIEHTOB — HaIpPUMEP, CTEK-
JISTHHBIE IBEPHBIE PYYKH, 30JI0Thle KAMUHHbBIE pEeleTKy 1 OaTa-
peu. TopxecTBEHHO OpOpMJIEHHAs 30Ha OTJbIXA PACHOIaraaach
BO3J1e OOJBIIIMX OKOH, BBIXOASAIIMX Ha yauily. [lepcedona ocra-
HOBUJIACh Mepe]l HUMU, HACIaX/1asCh O)KUBJIEHHBIM TOPOJCKUM
HEU3aXKEM.

— 4l He mymaiia, 4TO THI CTpajaelb OT kKaxabl. — JIekca BcTana
PSJIOM C HEH Y OKHa.

[Mepcedona yipiOHYNACH:

— Bozpl HUKOrIa HEe OBIBAET CIUIIIKOM MHOTO.



— Hy npaBaa, uro 3710 661107 $1 MorIa Ol MpOBECTH TEOE IKC-
Kypcuio 6e3 BCero 3Toro.

borunsa B3noxnyna:

— [ToGpIBaB B MOA3EMHOM I1apCTBE, 51 YCBOMJIA HECKOJIBKO HO-
BbIX U151 cebs Bemeid, JIekca. Thl BUIUIIL BO MHE JIYUIIIYIO T10-
APYTY, TaK 4TO AJis1 TeOsI MPUBECTH MEHS CI0fIa — BCETO JIUIIh 3a-
0aBa, HO 3TH JIIO/IU. .. OHU CMOTPSIT HA MEH$I MO-/IPYTOMY.

— Thl XOuenIb cka3arbh, OHM CMOTPSAT Ha TeOs KaK Ha LAPUILY
MOJI3EMHOIO 1apcTBa’?

[Mepcedona nmoxana ruiedamu. st oOuraresneil moga3eMHOTO
IIapCcTBa BCE MMEHHO TaK U OBLIO.

— Onu ciyxar Auay, 1 Kak Obl CHITBHO 51 HU BO3paxkasa, Ka-
KETCsl, OHU JIyMAIOT, YTO CITy’KaT U MHE TOXe.

«HaBepHsika erie 1 OTOMy, 4TO UM Tak OBUIO MPUKA3aHO», —
NojlyMaJjia OHa.

— OHH pajipl BO3MOKHOCTH YCIyKUTh. Yl uem OoJibllie s ¢ 3TUM
O0pIOCh, TeM OOJIBIIIE X OOMIKaK, KaK MHE KaKeTCsl.

— Xwm-M, — npomblyaia Jlekca crycrss MrHoBenue. B3nisanys
Ha oapyry, [lepcedona oOHapy)uMIa, 4TO Ta XUTPO YJIbIOAETCS.

— Yt0? — ckentuHo cripocuia Ilepcedona.

— Jla Huyero, napuna Ilepcedona.

[epcedona 3akaruna rasza, u Jlekca paccmesinach, oTBep-
HYBIIIUCh OT OKHA.

A¥iBM TipepBajia UX pas3roBOp, BEPHYBIIUCH C CEPEOPSHBIM
MOIHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUIO JJBA CTAKAHA BOJIBL.

— CeromHsl ¢ apoMaToM Orypia u UMOHpsI.



[epceona B3sina craka u cangerky. OHa 3Hana, 4To ApU-
aJie CTPACTHO XOYeTCsl y3HATh, TOHPABUTCS JIM €l HAIUTOK, Tak
YTO OHA cpa3y ke cesiana IJOTOK.

— Ouensp ocsexaer. Criacn0o, ANBH.

Humda npocusina u nogana Jlekce Bropon crakad. [locne
9TOro HuUM(a CHOBA UCUE3/Ia, 2 BEPHYBIIUCH, IO-TIPEKHEMY YIIbl-
6asack, CJIOBHO OblIa B MPUITOJHATOM HACTPOSHHH.

— OnHu roToBBI IPUHATH Bac, eau [lepcedona, Jlekca.

V Tlepcedonsl BHYTpH BIpPYT cTAHYACA y3ea. OHa OTIMYHO
CIPABWJIACH C IUAJTIOTOM ¢ AWBH, HO CMOXET JIM OHA MOJJICPKHU-
BaTh 3TOT CTUJIb OOILEHM S, Pa3roBapuBasi Cpa3y C HECKOIbKUMU
cobeceHUKAMU?

— Hakoner-to! — 6ecriepeMOHHO BOCKJIMKHYIa Jlekca.

Koraa oHr nmogHMManmuch 1o JIECTHULIE Ha BTOPOM 3Tax, [lep-
cepoHa noBepHyJIaCh K AUBU:

— Cnacu6o, AiiBu. S oueHb TeOe rnpu3HaTesIbHa.

OHa OTBepHYJIaCh, HE YCIIEB OLIEHUTDb PEAKIIMI0 HUM(BI, U T10-
ciepoBaina 3a Jlekcon.

To, 4TO OHU yBUJIE/U, 3ACTABUJIO UX PE3KO OCTaHOBUTHCSA. [0
00erM CTOPOHaM KOPHUI0pa BHICTPOMJIMCH PAOOTHUKH, KOTOPbIE
BBIIUIM U3 CBOMX CTEKJISTHHBIX O(HCOB, YTOOBI MOMPUBETCTBO-
Bathb [lepcedony. A erie Tam ObIT MykuuHa, (hoTOrpadhrpoBaB-
WA UX.

— Jlenu Ilepcedpona, kakast 4ecTh, — K HUM MOJOLIA KEHIIU-
Ha. OHa Obl1a CMEPTHOM ¢ KOPOHOU U3 YepHBIX Kynpen. OHa 1o-
xaua [lepcedone pyky:



— 4 Karepuna, qupextop dponna «Kumnapuc».

— Papna ¢ Bamu no3Hakomutbes, — KuBHyIa [lepcedona.

—Iloxanyicra, HO3BOJIBTE MHE HEMHOI'O PACCKa3aTh BaM O Ha-
IIMX ycrexax. YBepeHa, OHU Bac MOpPaayIoT.

[Mepcedona u Jlekca odOmeHsuuch B3mssgamu. [logpyra nopu-
’kana ryosl, cTHCHYB uemocTtu. OHa coBceM He Tak ceOe Bce
IIpeJCTaBIIsAIa, KOrAa Npeiokuia sKcKypeuio. Ilepcedona no-
IBITAJIACh OTOTHATh BHE3AIHOE YYBCTBO BHHBI, HAXJIBIHYBILIEE
13-3a MPOUCXOASAIIEro BOKPYT. JIekca xoTesa Juilb MOKa3aTh en
CBOE HOBOE MECTO PadOThI, U HUKTO U3 HUX HE OXUJIAT, UTO BCE
CJIOXUTCS BOT Tak. Jlyuiie Obl OHM MPUIILIH CIOfa MO3kKe, Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO YacoB.

Kartepuna compoBoxaajia KX, MOKA OHU IILIM, PACCKa3aB
HECKOJIBKO (PAaKTOB, KOTOPbIMM yxke nopenuiack Jlekca. beuio
OYEBUJIHO, YTO y Hee MMelach MUHU-TIPE3EHTAIsI JITS TI0f100-
HBIX CIIy4aeB.

— MBpI Bce IpUIUIA B TaKOH BOCTOPT, KOrjia ObLIO OOBSBICHO
0 IIpoeKTe «AJIKMOH», — npou3Hecaa Karepuna. — Mbl yxe pa-
60TaIM BMecTe ¢ JIOpAOM AUJOM HaJl HECKOJIbKMMM MUHUIMATH-
BaMH, HO HU OJTHA U3 HUX He OblIa MOX0Ka Ha 3TOT MPOEKT.

— Bbutn u npyrue npoektsl? — ynuBuiachk Ilepcedona. Ito
CTaJIO JJIs1 HEe HOBOCTHIO.

Karepuna ynpionynace. Kazanock, oHa uCKpeHHe 0OpanoBa-
Jlach BO3MOKHOCTH 1OroBopuTh ¢ IlepcedoHoit o0 ToM, 0 uem Ta
HE 3HaJa.

— IIpoekT «AJIKMOH» — JIMIIb OIHA W3 MHOIMX WHUIUATHB



(ponna «Kumnapuc».

— Pacckaxure MHe mornogpooHee.

— Hy, Hanpumep, y Hac ectb «/lom [lepbepa» — HeKoMMepUe-
CKas OpraHu3alys 4Jis ;kMBOTHBIX. OHa OTKpbUIA YETBIPHAALIATD
NIPUIOTOB IS )KUBOTHBIX O€3 YCHIIJIEHHS U TUIATUT BO3HAIPakK-
JeHUs 3a PUCTPOECHHBIX KUBOTHBIX. MBI C HETEPIIEHUEM KJIEM
OTKPBITHS MATHAAUATOrO npuiota B Aproce. Takxke y Hac ecTb
npoekT «Tuxas raBaHb», KOTOPbIA MOMOIraeT CeMbsIM OIIaYM-
BaTh MOXOPOHBI U Morpedenre. Ha ceroqHsAImHmiA JeHb MBI YKe
TIOMOIJTH OOJiee YeM TPEM COTHSIM CeMei, OKa3aBIIUMCS B HY K-
ae.

ITepcedona monuaia, 1 KeHIMHA TPOAOJIKUIAL

— [lonpllle BCero cymecTByeT OJIaroTBOPUTENIbHBIA MPOEKT
nopra Auza — «JKumnaxk». IToT (HOHA TPEHUPYET COOAK-Tepa-
MEBTOB IS JETEH.

IlepcedoHa CrioTHYIa KOM B ropJe:

— DT-TO... NOTpsICAIONIE.

Ee oxBaruna Oypst smonuii. [lepcecpoHa Obiia omaparieHa
TeM, YTO AU OCHOBAJI CTOJIbKO YyAECHBIX OpraHu3aluii, HO ee
yAKaCHYJIO U pacCTPOMJIO, YTO OHA HUYETo O HUX He 3Haia. [lo-
yeMmy OH He pacckazan er? [louemy oHa He HaTKHYJIaCh HU Ha
OfIHYy M3 HUX, TIOKa BeJa CBOE pacciieoBaHue 0 O0re MepTBbIX ?

boeu, oHa tenepb Kazajach camMoOl ceOe TaKUM HHUUYTOXKe-
CTBOM, BEJIb OHA HaIMcasa O HEM CTOJIBKO K.1egembl. BO3MOXKHO,
MO3TOMY BCE€ 9T MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIE JIIAM CTPACTHO KEJIAJIN pac-
CKazarh el 000 BCEX ero JOCTMKEHUSX — YTOOBI JOKa3aTh, KaK



OHa OblJIa HellpaBa.

byov npoxasima e2o ckpomrnocme.

DKCKypcus IPOIoJIKaIach elle HekoTopoe Bpems, u Ilepce-
(poHe npencTaBUIM HECKOIBKUX Jtoger. OHa MO3HAKOMUIIACH C
TeMH, KTO CTOSUT 32 61arOTBOPUTETIbHBIMY MHUIIMATUBAMU AHW/IA.
[Ton xonen KarepriHa noBepHyJIach ¥ MPOU3HECA:

— Ecnm y Bac Gonbliie HET BOMPOCOB, 51 OyAy CUYaCTIIMBa CO-
IIPOBOJUTH BAC BHU3, MUJIEU.

A xkax nHacuem ogpuca Auoa?

K cuacreio, B7Memanacs Jlekca:

— Hanbiie s cama, Karepuna. Hawm ¢ Iepcedonoit Hasio nopa-
00TaTh KOe-KaKue TUIaHbI.

-0...

— Cnacu6o Bam orpomuoe, Karepuna, — nmpousnecina Ilepce-
(boHa, onepeTuB Bo3pakeHUs KeHIMHBL — 51 Oy/1y paja paccka-
3aTh AHJly, KaK 4yAE€CHO Bbl MEHSI BCTPETUJIN.

D10 cpaboTano kak 3akivHanue. Karepwna ynelOHynach u
CKOH(DY’)KEHHO BbIAAJIA!

— Bonsbioe cnacu6o, neau [lepcedona.

Korna onu ocranvce HaeauHe, Jlekca HakioHWIach K Ilepce-
one:

— Xouellb B3MJISIHYTh Ha opuc Anga’?

— Eme Obl.

OHu 3aXMXMKaJIM, KaK IIKOJIbHUIB, U Jlekca noBena ee Ha-
BEpX IO ellle OIHOMY TPOJIeTy JIECTHUIIBL. Bech 3TOT 3Tak Obul
otaaH nof opucHoe npocrpaHcTBo. Ilepcedona ¢ Jlekcon mu-



HOBAJIM 4epelly KaOMHOK M OKa3aJMCh Mepef psjaoM OpUcoB B
3aJHEU YaCTU 3[aHUS.

— A Bot 1 oH! — Jlekca yka3asia Ha KaOWHET U pa3Bena pyKu
B CTOPOHY, BOW/Isl BHYTPb.

3t0 ObLIA CTEKJISTHHASL KOPOOKa.

[Mepcedona 3amernikaiack y aBepu. KaOuHeT HarmoMHWI e
JOM MaTepy, 1 Ha MCHOBEHUE y Hee MOsIBUIOCh CTPAHHOE YyB-
CTBO, YTO 3TO TIIATEJIbHO CIUIAHMPOBaHHAs JoByHKa. Crton
Awuga cTosu1 nepe/ BUTPaKHBIM OKHOM, W KOTJIa OH CUEJ 32 CTO-
JIOM, CO CTOPOHBI HABEPHsIKA Ka3aJI0Ch, OYTO OH CUAMT HA TPO-
He. DTO BHINISAENIO Yepecuyp IpaHHo3HO, M OHAa TOTOBA ObLIa
MOCIIOPUTDb Ha JIEHBIM, YTO OH IOJIb30BAJICSI STUM CTOJIOM J1aXke
pexe, yeMm B cBoeM ocuce B «HeHoun».

Ona BoILLTa BHYTPb, ¥ B TOT K€ MOMEHT KTO-TO 1T03Baj JIekcy.

— Yepr. — Ona 6pocuina B3 Ha [lepcedony. — 1 ceiivac
BEPHYCb.

[lepcecpoHa KuBHyna, M ee MOIpyra CKpbUlaCchb U3 BUAY.
Barisin 6orunum ynan Ha cron Aupa. Ha Hem Obiio mimb J1Ba
npeaMera: Ba3a ¢ Hapiuccamu U ee potorpacpusi. CHUMOK ObLT
clieslaH B MOJI3EMHOM LIApCTBE, B OAHOM U3 cagoB Aujga. OHa
B3s1a B pykH (poTorpaduio, 3aaBIIKCh BOIPOCOM, KOT/Ia OH €€
CHSIL

— Jlio6ombITCTBYEIIIH ?

[lepcepoHa B3apOrHyna, BHIPOHUB paMKy cO CHUMKOM. He
naB ¢ororpacuu ynacth Ha 1oji, Auj noMal ee U BepHyJ Ha
MecTo. bornHsa noepHynaceh K HEMy, yXBaTMBLIMCh PyKOM 3a



CTOJI.

«Kak ¢ Takum BecoM MOXHO TakK OBICTPO JIBUTAThCS», — TIO-
ayMana oHa. OH ObUT Tak OJM3KO, UTO €ro 3armax HaKpbUI ee C
rOJIOBOM, U OHA BCIIOMHUJIA TIPOILIYI0 HOUb, KOTJA OH YJIOXKKJI
€€ B CBOIO ITOCTeJIb, IIPEIbSIBUII HA Hee CBOM MpaBa, OCTaBHJI Ha
HEW CBOI0 METKY, oBJylazien e10. OHa He OXMJasa, 4To MpOCTOU
pa3roBop 00 AIOJUIOHE MPUBEET €ro B TAKOE OCIICHCTRO.

— U naBHO THI 3716Ch? — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA.

OnHolt u3 criocoOHOCTel Aunia Obula HEBUJIMMOCTh. BeposT-
HO, OH OBUI B O(price Bce ITO BpeMs, a MOXKET, JIaxke CIIe0Ba 3a
HUMU BO BpeMsl 9KCKYPCHUH, OCTABIIINCh HE3aMEUEHHbBIM.

— Tol Bceraa Takast mogo3puTeibHASI, — CKa3asl OH.

— Auj... — mpeaynpex/amle Mpou3Heca OHa.

— HenaBHo, — oTBEeTH OH. — §I OJTY4IIT 3BOHOK OT AWBH — OHA
OTYMTAJIa MEHSI, BeJIb s HE CKa3aJl €i, YTO Thl K HaM 3arIsTHEellb.

Cnauana [lepcedoHe 3ax0Tesoch paccMesATbCS Haj TeM, UTO
OJIHA U3 TIOMYMHEHHBIX AW/Ia YCTPOUJIA €My BHITOBOP, HO MOTOM
€€ BHUMAaHUE OTBJIEK TOT (DAKT, UTO AWBU NO360HUAA AWAY.

Ee OpoBM cONUIMCH HA TIEPEHOCHIIE.

—V 164 ecth Tenedon?

— Ia, st paboThlI.

— A mouemy s1 06 3TOM He 3Hana?

OH noxaJ rjieyaMu:

— Ecim 51 3axouy k TeOe, To Haiiay Te0s.

— A ecim g 3ax0uy K TeOe?

— Torpa TeGe HyKHO JIUIIIb TPOU3HECTH MOE UMSI.



N Bce xe Ilepcepone 310 HE Kazaaoch JOCTATOYHOM MPUYM-
HOU, 4TOOBI HE 3HATh, YTO Y HErO €CTh TeledoH... KaK W JJIs
MUJUTMOHA JPYTUX Belled, KOTOPhIX OHA HE 3Hajla O CBOEM JII0-
OOBHUKE.

— Tol HEMOBOJIBHA, — CKa3all AWJI, M 3TO OBUT HE BOITPOC.

IlepcedoHa cHOBa MOJHsLIA HA HETO B3IJISA.

— Tol HOCTaBUJI MEHS B HEJIOBKOE MOJIOKEHUE.

[Tpumen yepen Auaa HaxmypuThes. Ho ero B3risa ObiCTpo
CMSTYUJICS.

— IHosicHm.

— 9l He momKHa y3HaBaTh 000 BCEX TBOMX OJIArOTBOPUTEIIBHBIX
MPOEKTaxX OT KOro-TO ellle, — MPOM3HEecaa OHa. — Y MEeHs Takoe
OIIYIIICHHWE, YTO BCe BOKPYT 3HAIOT O TeOe OOJIbIle MEeHS.

— ThI HMKOI 12 HE CpalIMBaja, — OTBETHII OH.

— O HEKOTOPHIX Bellax MOKHO TOBOPUTH Kak Obl HEB3HAYAH,
Awj. 3a yxuHoM, Hanpumep: «IIpuBer, noporas. Kak mporresn
TBOM JIeHb? Mol — OTJINYHO, BE/Ib MOM OJIArOTBOPUTEIILHBIE Op-
raHW3aIyy TIOMOTAI0T MIJUTAAP/IAMU JIOJUIAPOB JETsM, COOaKam
U BCEMY uenogeuecmay !»

AW IPUIIOKWIT BCE YCUITUS, YTOOBI HE 3ay/IbIOaThCsl.

— He cmeit, — oHa mpukana najier K ero ryoam. — §I ropopio
cepbe3HO. Ecim Tl X0uerb, 4ToObl Ha MEHSI CMOTPENIU He TPO-
CTO KaK Ha TBOIO JIIOOOBHUILY, MHE HYKHO OOJIbIIIe 3HATh O Tebe.
Hctopuio. .. onvcaHue TBoer KU3HU. XOTb Umo-mo.

['maza Amjga moreMHeNd, OH COMKHYJ Majiblibl HA 3amsiCThe
[lepcedonsl. [TonenoBai ee najiblpbl.



— IIpoctu, — mpousHec oH. — MHe NpocTo HE MPUXOAUIIO B IO-
JIOBY, YTO HYXHO TeOe 3TO paccKasarh. S Tak J0JIro cymiecTByio
cam 1o ce0e, caM TPUHUMAIO Kax10e pelieHue. 1 He MpUBbIK HU
C KEM HUYEM JETIUTHCA.

Ha nune Ilepcedonbl oTpa3unack HEXKHOCTb, U OHA TIPUIKaIa
JIAJIOHB K €TI0 JIULLY.

— AwJ, Thl HUKOTJA He ObLT OIMHOK, U YK TOYHO Thl HE OIMH
ceiluac. — OHa yOpana pyky. — A Terepb CKaXu, YeM ellle Thl
BJIaJcEIIn?

— MHO%€eCTBOM MOProB, — OTBETHJI OH.

VY IlepcedoHbl OKPYIIIAIUCH I1a3a.

— ToI cepbe3Ho?

— Hy, s e 60r MepTBHIX.

Omna He crepxaia yaplOku. Heckonbko MrHOBEHHMIT OHU TIPO-
CTO CMOTPEJIH IpYT APYyry B IIa3a, a HOTOM AWJ IPOU3HEC IITy-
OOKHM CTPACTHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ckaxu, yeM MHEe elie ¢ TOOOH oIeIUThC?

Ilepcedona B3mIsiHYNA Ha (poTorpaduio y HEro Ha CToJIE:

— Otkypna Tbl ee B3su1?

OH npocneaui 3a ee B3IVISAA0M, HO OOTMHS MOHSIA, YTO ITO
HE M3-3a TOrO, YTO €My HYKHO OBbLJIO MOHSITh, O YeM peub. OH
00/TyMbIBaJT OTBET.

— 4 cam ee cHAIL

— Korma?

— O4eBUHO, KOT/Ia Thl HE BUJIENA, — OTBETUJI OH, U OHA 3aKa-
TWJIA TJ1a3a.



—Ilouemy y Teds ectb Mou poTorpacduu, a y MEHs1 TBOUX HET?

Ero rnaza cBepkHy.u.

— 51 He 3Hau1, uTO TeOe HYX HBI MOM (poTorpacuu.

Boruns ¢eipkHya:

— KoneuHo, MHe HyXHbI TBOU (poTOrpacuu.

— Bo3moxkHo, 51 cmory crenats Tebe onomkeHue. Kakue ¢o-
Torpauu Tl XOUelb?

Oma 1U1enHyna ero 1o mjieuy.

— Kakoii e Tbl HeHaChITHBIN !

— B 3TOM TBI MO’KeIIb BUHUTH TOJIBKO ceOsl, MosI aputia. — OH
CKOJIB3HYJI I'yOaMu TIO ee 1iiee U Iedy. — 51 paj, 9To Thl 371eCh.

— A Tak He CKaXelllb, — OTBETUJIA OHA, TOEKUBIIIUCH.

— 4 meuTan ynoBieTBOpUTH TeOs1 B 9TOW KOMHATe, HA 3TOM
CTOJIE, C TeX MOp, KaK BCTPETUI TeOs1. TO ObLIO OBl CAMBIM ITPO-
JOYKTUBHBIM U3 BCETO, YTO 3[1€Ch IPOUCXOAMT.

Ero cioBa ObL11 IOI0OHBI SI3bIKAM TUIAMEHH, U OHU PA30KIJIU
B Hell oroHb. OHa TSKeJo CIVIOTHYJIA.

— V 1e0s TYT CTEKJISIHHBIE CTeHBI, AU,

— Jlymaeliib, 3TO MEHSI OCTAaHOBUT?

[lepcedona npuntypuiack 1 NOAApa3HUIA €ro:

— ToI 4TO, SKCTUOUIIMOHUCT?

— EnBa mu. — OH npuaBuHysics ere Onvke, 1 OOTUHS OIy TH-
Jla ero JpIXaHue Ha CBOMX rybax. — Thl U mpaBja Aymaeliib, 4yTo
s TIO3BOJIIO M YBUjIeTh TeOs1? f cnumikom srouctudeH. [IpiM u
3epkaia, [lepcedona.

Ero xap npursanyi ee.



— Torna Bo3bMU MeHs1, — IpOIIENTalla OHa.

Awun 3apbryan 1 00XBaTHJI €€ 3a TaJINI0, KOrga KTO-TO BIIPYT
npokanuisics nozaau. O 0OepHYIMCh M YBUEHU CTOSIIIYIO B
JOBepHOM 1poeme Jlekcy.

— [IpuBer, Auj, — mpor3Heca OHA ¢ YJILIOKOW Ha Jinile. — Ha-
Ie10Ch, BB He OyeTe Bo3paxarts. S mpusena [epcedony Ha aKc-
KyPCHIO.

— Ilpuser, Jlekca, — oH yxMbuUIbHYJICA. — HeT, g coBceM He
BO3pakal.

Ilepcepona n3pana TMXUKA CMEILIOK M IMTOKMHYJIA TEIUIo Anja.

— MHe nopa Bo3BpaluaTbcsi Ha padoTy, — ckazasa oHa Jlekce,
noaxofs K aeepu opuca Auga. OHa moBepHyJach, YTOOBI B3IJIsI-
HyTh Ha Hero. OH ObUT BOIUIOIIEHUEM CaMOU BJIACTH, CTOSI TO-
33/ CTOJA, T/Ie €r0 CHIY3T 0OpaMIIsIO IPEKPAacHOE CTEKJIO. —
YBuaumcs Beuepom?

OH KUBHYI.

Korna oHu BepHy/MCh Ha MepBbIil 3Tax, Jlekca ckazana:

— 51 3Ha10, YTO B NATHULLY THI CITyCKAEIIbCA B IMTOA3EMHOE L1ap-
CTBO Ha BCE BBIXO[HbIE, HO HE 3a0y[b, YTO B ITY MATHUILY MbI
JOJIKHBI TOMOYb CUBUMILIE C TIEPEE3IOM.

— 41 He mpomyIy 3TO HU 3a 4TO Ha cBeTe, — oTBeTrIa [lepcee-
(ona.

OHuU OOHSITHCH Y IBEPH.

— Crnacu6o 3a Bee, Jlekc. ITpocth, uto Tebe He yaanoch caMmoit
MIPOBECTU MHE IKCKYPCHIO.

— He Oyny Bpatb, ObLIIO CTPaHHO BUAETDH, KAK BCE ITH JIIOAN U3



KOXM BOH JIE3/IU B TBOEM NPUCYTCTBUMU.

Onu 06e paccMesTiuch. ITo ObUIO cTpaHHO naxe s [lepce-
(ponel, HO moTom Jlekca cka3aia 1o, ot uero y IlepcedoHbl KpoBb
3aCThUIa B KUJIaX.

— IIpencraBpb, 4to OyAeT, KOT/Ia OHU Y3HAIOT, YTO Thl OOTHHSI.

Oo6parHo B Akpornoinsb [lepceona nomuia memkom. Ha stor
pa3 OHa HEXOTs MPOTUCHYJIACHh KO BXOY Yepe3 TOJIY BU3KAIIMX
(panaroB, caep:xuBaeMyio0 BpeMEHHBIM OapbepOM, KOTOPbINA BbI-
CTaBWJIa OXPAaHa.

— Ilepcedona! Ilepcepona, mocmorpu croga!

— Kak 1aBHO ThI BcTpevaenibes ¢ Auom?

— Tw1 Oygens mucaTh O Apyrux oorax?

Omna omnycTiiia rosioBy M He CTajla OTBedaTh Ha BOIpocsl. K to-
My BpPEMEHH, KaK OHa OKa3ajach BHYTPH, BCE €€ TeJl0 BUOpPUpO-
BaJIO, M OT BCIUIECKA BOJTHEHHSI, KOTOPBII OHA OIIyTUJIa, OKa3aB-
IIUCh B LIEHTPE TOJIbI, poOyaniach ee Marus. OHa HarpaBu-
JIach MPSIMUKOM K Ji(pTam, BCe 3TO BpeMsi 001yMbIBasi MOCIeI-
HUe cyioBa JIekchl B AJIeKCaHIPUIACKON OarliHe.

«[Ipedcmaew, umo Oyoem, Kozda oHu Y3HAIONL, YMO Ml OO2U-
HS».

Oma 3HaJIa, 4TO 3TO 3HAYUT HA CAMOM JIeJIe:

«IIpedcmagw, umo mui OOALULE HE CMONCEULb HCUMb MAK, KAK
JHCUNA NPedCoe».

JIndr BOpyr cTan KazaTbCs €1 CIMIIKOM TECHBIM, U KOI/1a OHA
yKe MoayMaJa, YTO He MOXET clesaTh BOX, JBEPU OTKPbLUIUCH.
Enena BbICKOUYMIIa U3-3a CTOMKH, Y/IbIOAsCh M HE 3amMevasi BHYT-



penHert 60prObI [TepcedoHbl.

— C BosBpatenueM, Ilepcedona.

— Cnacu6o, EneHa, — oHa efBa B3IIsHYJA Ha [EBYIIKY.
Hecmotps Ha 310, Entena nocnenosana 3a [lepcedoHoii k ee cTo-
y. [onoxus cBou Bely, OOruHs 0OHAPYKUIA HA HOYTOyKe Oe-
ay1o posy. Ilepcedpona nogHsIa ee, crapasch He KacarbCs IIH-
TOB.

— A 310 enie oTKyga? — cupocusia OHa.

— He 3na10. — EnleHa Haxmypuiack. — I HU4ero He npyuHUMasa
JUIS1 BaC CErOJHSA YTPOM.

[Mepcedona capunyna 6posu. Ctedennb ObUT IepeBs3aH Kpac-
HOU JIEHTOM, HO KapTOUKU He ObL10. «MoxkeT, 3T0 AuJ] OCTaBUI
€e 3/1eCh JUIsl MEeHsI», — YCIIOKOMJIA OHA ce0s ¥ OTJIOKHUIIA PO3Y B
CTOPOHY.

— Jlyist MeHs1 ecTh cOOOLIeHus1?

[lepcepona pemnia, 4to MMEHHO no3ToMy EnleHa conpoBo-
JIJIA €€ K CTOTy.

— Her, — orBeTniia Enena.

3to 6bL10 MasloBeposATHO. [lepcedona xaana.

— Onu nofoxayT, — nodasuia Enena. — Kpome toro, onu Bce
0 HaBOJKAaxX JyIsl IPYTUX UCTOPHIA, a BbI, KaK s 3HaI0, paboTaere
HaJ1 SKCKJIIO3UBOM. . .

[To-Buaumomy, raza IlepcedoHbl CBEPKHYJHM, MIOTOMY YTO
Enena npeppajia CBOIO peyb.

— Otkypa Tel 3Haelb ? — ToH rosoca [lepcedoHbl pe3ko noxo-
Jozien.



-4...

Ona HHKOI/Ia Tpeke He chblmana, ytoosl EjeHa Tak 3amu-
HaJach, HO JIEBYIIIKA BIPYT CJIOBHO JIMIIIWIACH Japa peud, U Ha
rJ1a3ax y Hee MOSBUJIUCH CJIE3BI.

— Ko eme 3naet? — cnpocuna [epcedona.

— H-HukTO, — HakoHen BbinaBuia Enena. — 4 ciayvaiiHo nof-
cnymana. [Ipocrure. S nomymana, 310 Tak 3axBarbiBaonie. S He
MoHUMaJA. . .

— Ecnm Ob1 THI TOACITYIIANIA, TH OBl 3HAJIA, YTO B 9TOM HET HU-
yero 3axparbiBatoniero. He mjist mens.

Hacrynuna tummna, u I[epcedona B3misinyna Ha Eneny.

— Ipocrute, Ilepcedona.

OHa B3/1I0XHYJIa U CE€J1a Ha KPecJo:

— Bcee B nopsaake, Enena. IIpocrto... He rOBOpU HUKOMY, JIaj-
Ho? Ero... moxer, u He OyJeT.

Ona ouenv Ha 3Mo HAOeSNACD.

Bo B3rsane Enensl nosiBuiach naHMKa. 3HAYMT, OHA YCJIbIIIA-
Jla HAMHOT'O OOJIbIIIe, YeM XOUeT ITOKa3aTh.

— Ho... Bac ke yBOJIAT! — HEUCTOBO MpOoLIeNTasa JIEBYIIIKA.

[lepcedona B3n0XHYMA:

— Enena, MHe mpaBia HyKHO BO3BpaIaThCs K padoTe, Kak 1
TeOe, s TyMaio.

Enena nmotsenqHena:

— Ia, koHeuHo. MHe Tak...

— IIpexpatn u3BuHATHCS, Enena, — nepeduia ee [epcedona,
a TIoTOM JI00aBMJIa TaK MSTKO, Kak MorJa: — Thl He c/ienajia He-



Yero IJ10X0ro.

BronvHKa YIIBIOHYIACH:

— Haneioch, Bce Oynet xoporno, [Tepcedona. 4 npaBaa oueHn
HaJIeI0Ch.

Korna Enena BepHynach k cBoeil crolike, Ilepcepona Hauana
CBOE McCCrieloBaHre 00 ATIONJIOHE U €0 MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX JIO-
6oBHMKax. OHa MOHMMaa, YTo noodemiana Auay He mucaTh O
6ore My3bIKH, HO 9TO HE 3HAYMJIO, YTO OHA HE MOXKET HayaTh CO-
Oupath 0 HeM CBeZIeHHs], a B MH(opMaIiu He ObLIO HeJIoCTaTKa
— 0COOEHHO C aHTUYHBIX BPEMEH.

[Moury Bce nctopum 06 AMOJUIOHE U €r0 OTHOIIIEHHUSIX 3aKaH-
YMBAJIMCh TPArMYHO /JIs1 ero naptHepa. M3 Becex ero mo00BHMUIL
JIydilie BCEro YyJOBHUIIHBIN XapakTep 0ora MuToCTPUPOBAIIU UC-
topun lapusr u Kaccanapsr.

HacdHa Oputa HUMGOI U TOKJISIACh OCTAThCSl HEBUHHOM 10
KOHIIa cBOeW *kM3HU. HecMoTps Ha 3T0, ANIOJUIOH HEYCTaHHO
rpecyieIoBal ee, 3asBIisis O CBOeH JTI0OBH K HEH, CJIOBHO 3TO MOT-
JIO 3aCTaBUTH AEBYUIKY NepeaymMarb. Koraa He ocranock Apyrux
BapuaHToB, [ladHa mompocuna cBoero oria, peuHoro oora Ile-
Hesl, N30aBUTh ee OT HEOTCTYIHOTO MpeciieoBaHus ATIOJIJIOHA.
Ortel; OTKJIMKHYJICS HA ee MPOCchOy U MPeBpaTuil 109b B JaBPO-
BOE JIEPEBO.

JlaBp ObL1 OAHMM K3 CUMBOJIOB AmoOJUIoHa, U Teneps Ilepce-
(poHa nonmmasa noyemy.

Mepzocmp.

Kaccannpy, TposiHCKy10 LapeBHY, AIOJUIOH HaJelu AapoM



TIpeIBUICHU S, HAJIESCh TAKUM 00pa30M BIIIOOUTH B ceOsl IEBYIII-
Ky. Ho eit on Obut HenHTepeceH. PasrueBaHHbIl ATIOJIIOH TTPO-
KJISUI ee — [[apeBHA COXpaHWIa Jap BUJETH Oyayiliee, HO ee Mpej-
cKazaHusIM HUKTO He Bepus. IlozgHee Kaccanapa npensuaena
naJieHlue CBOEro Hapojia, HO €€ HUKTO He MOCIyIla.

Beui 1 apyrue antuaHble ToO0oBHUIB: KopoHnuna, Oxupos,
Cunona, Am¢ucca, Cubwuiia, — a elie HOBbIe, COBPEMEHHBIE:
Axanus, Yapa, Ho, Jlamma, Tecca u 3uta. PaccienoBanue Obi-
Jo HeripocThiM. Kak nonsiia Ilepcedpona, MHOTME U3 STUX KEH-
IIVH TBITATUCh BBICKA3aThCSl MPOTUB ATIOJUIOHA B COIUAJIBHBIX
CeTsIX M OJIorax M JJaXe paccKa3bIBAJIM CBOM UCTOPUU XKYypPHAJIH-
cram. [Tpo6iema Obuia B TOM, YTO X HUKTO HE CITyIIa.

[epcepona Obla Tak MOIIOIIEHA CBOMM pacciieJOBaHUEM,
YTO MOAMPBITHY/IA OT HEOKUIAHHOTO CTyKa 1o ctoiny. [lepen neit
crosin lemerpui.

— Kak uzieT noarotoBka cratbu? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

Omna 6pocuiia Ha HEero CepauThIi B3IVl M OTBETHJIA IOBOJILHO
PE3KUM TOHOM:

— OTIM4HO.

HavanbHuk Haxmypuiics:

— 3Haerb, eci Obl Y MeHs1 ObUT BHIOOP. . .

— ¥V Bac ectb BHIOOp, — Nepeduiia oHa. — Bel MOkeTe pocTo
CKa3aTh €My «HET».

— Ha koHy He TojbKO TBOSI padoTa.

— Torna, MoXkeT, 3TO 3HaK, UTO BaM CJIEAyeT YUTH.

JlemMeTpui mokavyai rojoBou:



— U3 «HoBocreili HoBbix AduH» Henb3st yiuTu 0e3 mocie-
crBui, Ilepcedona.

— 41 He 3Hana, 4TO BBl TAKOU TPYC.

— He y Bcex ectb Oor, KOTOPBI MOKET UX 3aIUTUTh.

[Mepcedona B3apOrHyIa, HO OBICTPO B3si1a ceds1 B pyku. OHa
HauyMHaJIa UCKPEHHE HEHABUJIETH JIIOAEH, MPEANONaraBiiux, YTo
OHa MONPOCUT AUjia BCTYIIUTHCS 32 HEe.

— 4 cama Beay cBom OuTBHI, [demerpuii. [ToBepsTe MHe, 3TO
HUYEM XOPOIIIMM He 3aKOHUMTCs. Y mofel Bpoae Kana ects cBon
TalHbI, U 51 BBIBElYy €r0 Ha YKUCTYIO BOLY.

B rnazax [lemerpusi cBepKHYyJIa MCKpa 000KaHHUs, HO CJIOBa,
KOTOPBIE OH IIPOM3HEC CJIEA0M, [IOCTABUJIM O] YTPO3Yy €€ MPUH-
LUTIBL.

— MHe HpaBUTCS TBOSI PEIIMTEIBHOCTh, HO €CTh CHJIBI, KO-
TOpbIE XypPHAIKMCTHKA HE CIOCOOHA MOOOPOTh, M OJIHA W3 HUX
— JIEHbI'U.



I'naBa VI. Ccopa Bi100JIeHHBIX

B natauny [lepcedona ¢ Jlekcoit okazanuch y ABEpPEn UT-
Horo HeOockpeOa B parione Kpucoc Hoebix AdwuH, rae CuBuiia
Kuja ¢ ANOJIJIOHOM B MEHTXayce Mocjie OKOHYAHUS KOJLJIeKa.
JleByIIKY apeHA0BaJIM O POMHBIN I'PY30BUK /J151 IEPEE3/10B, KO-
TOpBIi JIekca koe-Kak MpUnapKoBaia HaloJIOBUHY Ha TPOTyape,
HAIoJIOBUHY Ha JIOpore.

— 4l coBcem He 3TO UMeN B BUJY, KOIJla TOBOPUJI, YTO XOUy
noBecenuThes, [lepcedona, — Hamyn TyObl CTOSIBIIMIA PSIIOM C
HumH ['epmec. Bor Bech cBepKas 30J10TOM, pa30JeThlil COBCEM HE
o ciyyaio, ocodoeHHo Ha (poHe Jlekcnl u [lepcedoHbl, Ha KOTO-
PbIX OBUIM IIITaHBI 7151 HOTY U TOJICTOBKHU.

Ilepcepona moroBopuiaack BCTPETUTHCA C HUM B IIATHHILY,
MOCJIE TOrO Kak OH MOMOI' €l MPOUTH HE3aMEUEeHHOW B AKpO-
N0JIb, HO 3TO OBUIO 70 TOTO, Kak AnoyutoH yBonwi CUBWILTY U
JIMILIWJT ee Aapa.

— Hukrto He roBopw1, 4TO T 005I3aH €XaTh C HAMH, — APHU-
poBauna Ilepcedona.

Bor xutpocTy nosiBUJICS y ee KBapTUPHI Kak pa3 Toraa, Korjaa
OHH COOpaTUCh TIOEXaTh 32 IPy30BUKOM. OH MOIBITAJICS TTOCTIO-
pUTb, YTO Y HUX ObLTa JOTOBOPEHHOCTh — KOHTPAKT — U OHA HE
MOXET OT Hero oTka3zarbcs, Ho [lepcedoHa cpa3y ke ero ocaau-
na.

«OJHa U3 MOMX JTYUIIIMX MOAPYT CTajla kepTBoi adbio3a B OT-



HorreHusix. OHa che3kKaeT, U s cCOOMparoch el MoMoYb. Thl MO-
JKeIIb TIoeXaTh C HAMM WJIA TIPOCTO YUTH. BBIOOD 32 TOOOM».

['epmec peni noexaTb C HUMH.

— Hac 0wl 31ech He ObUTO, ecii Obl TBOM OpaT He OKa3ascs
Mep3aBlieM, — 3aMeTra Jlekca. — Bee npereH3nn K Hemy.

— 41 He oTBevaw 3a moctynku AnNoJuioHa, — Bo3pasui [ep-
Mec. — U He Oyj1y IPUTBOPATHCS, YTO C AIKOTOJIEM TYT OBbLIIO Obl
HEMHOTO TTOBECEJIee.

— B sTt0oM THI 1TpaB, — kuBHYyNa Jlekca. — Xopomo, 4To A B3s1a
¢ co0oii 3T0.

Oma BbITaIMIA U3 PIOK3aKa OyTHUIKY BUHA.

— Haii ciona, — ['epmec BbIXBaTUJI OYTHUIKY Y HEe U3 PYyK.

V TlepceoHbl OKPYIIMINCH [J1a3a.

— IIpoctu, Tl pa3Be cerogHs He 3a py.aem?

— Hy na, HO 310 Ha nmoToMm.

Bort tosnbko I'epMec KakMM-TO 00pa3oM yxe ymMyapuics OT-
KPBITh OyTBLJIKY.

— Haneroch, y Te0s ectb ere, — orBeTw1 Oor. — [Toromy 4to
9TO Ha «ceryac».

Jlekca ¢bipkHyIa, ¥ 1Bepb Nepel HUIMU HAKOHEl! LIEJIKHYJIA.
N3 nomodona paznascs ronoc CUBUIUIBL:

— OTKpBITO, BXOOUTE.

I'epmec nBuHyscs Broepen, HO IlepcedpoHa BbicTaBUiIa MEepes
HUM DPYKY.

— ThI MOXELIb B3AITh TEJIEKKY.

— [Nouyemy s momkeH Opathb Tenexky? S Hecy BUHO.



[Mepcedona 3abpasia y HEro OyTHUIKY.

— Teneps st Hecy BuHO. A THI OepH TenexKy. Briepe.

['epmec ormmycTu Mjieuu, CAABIINUCH, OTAITWICS K TPY30BUKY
Y BEPHYJICS C TEJIEKKOM.

Jlekca 3axuxukana:

— Tol BRI MG A0 YKaca cMepTHBIM, ['epmec.

['naza Gora noTemMHeNH.

— OcropoxHee, cMepTHas1. S BMOJIHE MOTY MpPeBpaTUTh TeOs
B KO3Y pafii COOCTBEHHOTO Pa3BJICUEHHUSI.

— Tsoezo pazBnedenus? — xoxoTHy/1a Jlekca. — [la 310 ObUIO
Obl JTydlllee, 4To CIIy4aJloch CO MHOM 32 BCIO MOIO KU3Hb.

Bce Tpoe mogHssMch Ha UdTE U OKA3aIUCh B TOCTHHOU
AnoJioHa.

Ilepcepona He 3Hasa, 4TO M AyMaTh, KOrJa YBUENA BCIO Ty
pOcKoIlIb, B KOTOpol CUBMILIA KWJIA TTOCJIEIHUE HECKOJIBKO Me-
CSILIEB TMOCJIe OKOHYaHUsI Koyemxka. HeBO3MOXXHO ObUIO OTpH-
11aTh, YTO JOJDKHOCTh OpaKyJia ObUla BeChbMa IMPUOBUTLHOM, B 00-
T'VHS1 YyBCTBOBAJIa — 9TO Jiejaiio cuTyalyio CUBUILIBI e11ie XyKe.
Henaino ee ouryTumon MarepuanbHo. [ociie XU3HU B IUKapHOM
MEHTXayce ¢ OKHAMM OT I0J1a JI0 TIOTOJKA, AEPEBAHHBIMU I0J1a-
MU, YTBApbIO U3 HEPKABEIOIEN CTAIM U TPUIYJIMBOM Kodhema-
nmmHou CuBHIUIE IPUIETCA ChEXaTh B UX ¢ JIEKCOM MaJIeHbKYIO
KBapTUPKY HA HEOTPe/IeIEHHBIN CPOK.

Hecmotpst Ha kpyTylo nepeMeHy B ku3HM, CuBMiUIa, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, TIpeObIBajia B OTVIMYHOM HACTPOEHUH, CJIOBHO Tepees]i OT-
CI0/1a CHUMAJI C €€ IIJIeY HEMOAbEeMHYI0 Hollly. OHa BBICYHYJIA IO-



JIOBY U3 mpuJieramiieil KoMHaThl. Ee cBeTible BOJIOCH! pacchina-
JIMCh TIO TIIeYaM CBOOOIHBIMYU BOJTHAMU, & HEHAKPAIIIEHHOE JTU-
1O CHSLIO.

— Pebsr, s TyT.

Onu nepenuiv B ee KomHary. [lepcedpona oxuaana yBuaetb
31ech OOJIbIlle MHIVUBUIYAILHOCTH, YeM BO BCEM OCTaJIbHOM
nieHTxayce, Ho oHa ommonack. KomHara CuBMIUTB OblUIa TaKOW
ke OECLIBETHOU.

— Ilouemy 3a€Ch BCce Takoe cepoe?

— O, Hy, AIOJUIOH He JTIOOUT SIPKUE 1IBETa, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Kak moxHO He moouth sipkue 1BeTa? — crpocuia Jlekca,
IUTI0XasiCh Ha KpoBaTh CUBUILIIBI.

— Il 3Toro Hajgo ObITH ATIOJUIOHOM, OUYEBHIHO. — I'epmec
ymnaJsl Ha KpoBath psiioM ¢ Jlekcoit. — Tebe Hamo pa3HecTH 3TO
MECTO, MPeXJe YeM yiljeM. DTO ero peajbHO B30ECHT.

CuBwia nobnegHesa, IMUPOKO pacriaxHyB IJ1a3a.

[Mepcedona ynepna pyku B 60Ka:

— Tsl eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KOMY 3TO MOKA3aJI0Ch Obl CMEIITHBIM, U
€IMHCTBEHHBII, KTO CMOXKET MEPEKUTD €TI0 THEB.

— Tol Toxe, Cedu. Auj oTpexer ATNO/UIOHY SIfIA, €C/IM OH
npUOIM3UTCS K TeOe XOThb Ha /II0iM. MeHs Tak U MOAMBIBAET Clie-
JIaTh 3TO, TOJIBKO YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha TAKYIO 3aBapyXy.

— I'epmec, — BbIpazutesnbHO nponsHecina [lepcedona. — Trl Bo-
o0I11e He TIOMOTaellIb.

Bor Hagyn ryos:

— 41 e npuTalni TENEeKKY, pa3Be HET?



— A teneps nopa ee ucnonb3osark. Berapaii! Criyctu 3T1 KO-
pOOKM BHM3.

I'epmec noBopyasl, HO CKaTWICS ¢ KpoBarty, U Jlekca 3a HUM.

OnHu ynoUIM KOPOOKH Ha TeNIeKKy, U roka ['epmec criycka
ux, Ilepcedona c Jlekcoit nomornm CUBWLIE yIaKOBAaTh OCTAT-
k1 Bemen. Ilepcedone nonpasmnock 31o 3aganue. Kaxngasa Ko-
poOKa ObljIa HOBBIM BbI30BOM, U €11 HPaBHJIOCh CMOTPETD, CKOJIb-
KO BCEro OHa CMOKET YMECTUTh B OJIHY KOPOOKY. 3aKOHUUB, OHA
nMcajia KpaTKMid riepevyeHb Ha OJTHOM U3 CTOPOH, YTOOBI X OBLIO
IIPOILIE PaclIaKOBBIBATb.

[lonsiB, yTO OHa jAenaer, ['epmec (PHIPKHYI U MOKaYal ToJIO-
BOI1.

— Yro? — cripocuna Ilepcedona.

— ThI Takas ke npaBuibHas, Kak AMOJUIOH.

[Nepcedone cpaBHeHME C 3TMM OOrOM MPUIILIOCH HE TIO HPaBy.

— YTO TH MMeEELIb B BUAY?

— A TBI He OOpaTHiIa BHUMaHUS Ha Bce 9T0 MecTo? — OH oris-
JeJicst BOKpYr. — TyT Bce pacCTaBiieHO 10 BUAY U LIBETY.

— 41 oprannzoBanHas, ['epmec, a He HeBpaCTEeHUYHAs.

— ATIOJUIOH AMCUUIUIMHUPOBAaHHBIN. CKOJIBKO 1 €ro 3Hal, OH
Bceraa ObLT TAKKM.

— Ecau oH TakoW TMCIMIUIMHUPOBAHHBIM, TO IOYEMY TAKOM. . .
SMOLIMOHAJTHHBIN ?

—IToToMy 4TO ATIOJUIOH FTOPAMUTCS YCTAHOBJIEHHBIM MM TTOPS1I-
KOM — TEM, YTO OH CO3[Ia€T U MPETBOPSET B KU3Hb. A MOTOMY,
KOTJa OH yTPAayMBAaEeT KOHTPOJIb, ITO OYEHb JIMYHOE. — ['epmec



6pocun B3 Ha CuBminty. — To ke KacaeTcst M ero OTHOILEHUM
C JIIOObMH.

Korga onu 3akoHurmian, CUBWILIA OCTaBWIA CBOH KJIIOY Ha
CBEPKAIOIIEd T'PAaHUTHOW CTOJIEIIHULIE B YJIbTPACOBPEMEHHOM
KyxHe AnoiuioHa. Bce yeTBepo 3a1e3/11 B Ipy30BUK U MOEXAIU
K nomy Jlekce u Ilepcedonsl.

— Tel Bele3kaeNIb 32 CBOI0O TOJIOCYy, — ckazaia I[lepcedoHa,
JepXkach 3a PyuKy JIBEpH, Moka Jlekca Besa rpy30BUK.

— 41 Huyero He BUKY, — okayoBajiack Jlekca, mpurogHuma-
SIChb B BOOUTEJILCKOM Kpeciie.

— MoxerT, Toryia Tebe He CTOMJIO CaIuThCS 32 PyJib? — MPOKOM-
MeHTHpoBaJl ['epmec.

— Kto-HuOyp elre XxoueT cecTh 3a pyJib? — IOMHTEepeCcoBajach
OHA.

Bce B kabuHe mpomomuaiu, MOTOMY YTO HUKTO M3 HUX HE
yMeJl BOOUTb.

—IpocTo aep:xuch nogabliie OT MeleX0A0B, — IOCOBETOBAJIA
Ilepcedona.

— Jlam TeOe aecATh OYKOB, €CJIM Thl KOrO-HUOYIb COObEIIb, —
npegoxun ['epmec.

— DTO OKHO MeHsI coOnazHuTh? — yrounuia Jlekca.

— O na, 310 XKe bodHcecmeeHHble OUKU.

— W 9to MmHe nanyT 6oscecmeernvie 0uknu? — cipocuina Jlekca,
CJIOBHO paccMaTpHBalla €ro MnpeajiokeHre BCepbes.

— [Ilanc cTaTh K030, — OTBETUII OH.

[Mepceona odmensnack B3rsinamu ¢ CHBIILION M CKa3ana:



— Ecnu Tebe nHTEpECHO, HE KaJIelo JIU 51 O TOM, YTO TIO3HAKO-
MUJIA UX, TO OTBET «[Ia, KaJIeI0».

Beirpyska Bemen CUBWILIBI 3aHsA1a MEHbLIE MTOTyvyaca. A BOT
HaWTHU JJ11 BCEX HUX MECTO OKa3aJloch HE Tak-TO mpocto. OHu
paccTaBuiiM KOpOOKH B KOPUIOPE, B TOCTUHOM 1 B KoMHaTte [lep-
cepOHBI, TAK KaK OHA BCE PAaBHO MPOBOAMIIA OOJBIITYIO YaCTh Bpe-
MEHM B MOJ3EMHOM L1ApCTBE.

Korna onu 3akoHumnu, ['epmec ¢ yabIOKOM OTKPbUT OYTHUIKY
HIAMIIAHCKOT 0.

— Bpems ormerurs!

— Vnc! - Jlekca mopOpocuia KJouu OT rpy3oBHKa. — [Ipeske
YeM Mbl HAUYHEM, MHE HaJl0 BEPHYTb I'Py30BUK.

— JlaBaii che3Ky ¢ ToO0H, — npemioxkuia Iepcedona.

— Jla THI IPOCTO XOUelIb, YTOOHI 51 TIofiBe3J1a 1edst 10 «HeHo-
U,

VY IlepcedoHbl mpoCTynIl pyMsiHELl Ha HIEKaXx.

— To1 Hac nokupaenb? — cipocui ['epmec. — A kak ke «Cect-
pa JopoXke MyKHUKa»?

Ilepcepona 3akarma rasa:

— I'epmec, ecnu Thl BAPYT HE 3aMETUII, TO Thl MYKHK.

— 4 Mory ObITh cecTpoii! — Bo3pas3uii OH ¢ OGJIBIIIUM HETO/I0Ba-
HHUEM, YEM OHa Okujaja. — ECiv Tl He BEpHEIIbCs, MOXKHO MHE
rocrarh Ha TBOEW KpoBaTh? — KPUKHYJI OH, KOTrja OHU ¢ JIekcoun
BBIXOJIMJIA U3 KBAPTUPBHI.

3a HAM TYT ke pasfancs ronoc CUBWILIbL:

— Her, nens3a! Ona mos!



— Hy, Torpa nsixem BIBoem.

— Ilpoctu, I'epmec, HO y MeHsI M Tak niepedop ¢ 6oramu, Ko-
TOpPbIE XOTAT CO MHOW CIIaTh.

ITo nopore k «HeHoun» Jlekca yxe Bena HEMHOTO JIyyliie, To-
Ka He CTajla MapKOBaThCsl — OHA TaK HaJaBWJIa HA TOPMO3, YTO
peMeHb Oe30macHOCTH Bpe3asics B Tesio [lepcedonsl. Bosie Bxo-
na 6oruHs yBuzaeiaa MekoHHeHa — orpa, paboTasiiero Ha Auaa
B KauecTBe BblMOanbl B «HeHoun». OH COpWII C JKEHIUHOM,
4TO B OOIIEM-TO OBUIO MPUBBIYHBIM JesIoM. JIioau 9acTo criopu-
7 ¢ MEeKOHHEHOM U IPYTUMH OX PaHHUKAMH, Ha/IesICh TIOMaCTh
B KJIyO.

— Tam, nmoxoxe, Bce IUIOX0, — MPOKOMMeHTHpoBaia Jlekca,
KMBHYB B CTOPOHY PYTalOIIUXCSI.

— Ja yx.

JleByIiKa TKHY/Ia Orpa HaJjiblieM B Tpyab. MeKOHHEH 3TOro
TepreTh He MOT, TaK YTO y CKaHAAJIMCTKY ObLUTH BCE IIAHCHI Ha-
BCer/ia MOnacTh B YePHBIN CIUCOK KIyOa.

[Mepcedona B3MOXHY/IA M TIOTSAHYJIACH Yepe3 KOHCONb I'Py30-
BUKa, 4TOObI OOHATH Jlekcy.

— VBunumcs 3aBrpa. Cnacu6o, 4To nojasesa.

OHa BbuIE3/1a U3 IPy30BUKa. Kak TOJIBKO €€ HOrM KOCHYJIUCh
TPOTyapa, XOp TOJIOCOB 3aBOMUJI €€ UMsI, U HECKOJIBKO JIIoJen
BBICKOYMJIM M3 OUepe/iv, TIOHBIPHYB TOJT BEPEBKU U3 KPACHOTO
Oapxata, 4ToOBI oAdekKaTh K Hell. 13 TemHoro Bxona «HeHoun»
TYT k€ BO3HUKJIU JIBa Orpa, 3aKpbiB coOoi [lepcedony u co3nas
Gapbep Mexay Hell v Tonmoi. OHa yIbIOHYIaCh UM:



— Ilpuser, Anpuan, D1Ho.

WX nuna ocTanmck cephe3HbIMU, KOT/Ia OHU IIONPUBETCTBOBA-
JI1 ee B OTBET:

— Hobpblit Beuep, MUJIEIH.

[epcedona BApyr oco3Hasia, YTO €l CTOMJIO TOAYyMaTb 0O
9TOM 3apaHee WM, MO KpailHel mepe, NpeaynpeauTb MOIUYM-
HEHHBIX Aujia, 4TO OHa cKopo npueaer. OHa yxe BUJesa 3aB-
TpallHue 3arojoBku: «Jlio6oBHuIa Auja npuexana B «<HeHoub»
B TPEHUKAX U Ha apEHIOBAHHOM I'DY30BUKE».

Hownast 1o BXoa B KJIyO, OHa YCIIbIIIaja ToIoC KeHIIMHbL:

— 4 Tpedy10, YTOOBI OH BCTPETUIICS CO MHOH CHIO ke CEeKyH 1y !

[lepcepoHa BcoMHMIIA, Kak TOBOPUJIA UTO-TO MOXOXKEE JIPY-
TOMY OTpy, KOIjia BliepBble IBUIach B «HeHOUb». DTO 3aKOHYH-
JI0Ch TIOXO — 0coOeHHOo it orpa. OH noxHsut Ha [lepcedony
PYKY — Ha Takoe OCKopOJeHre AMJ He CMOT 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a, U
OHa HUKOr/1a OOJIbIIIE ero He BUeNa.

— Muneau, — npou3Hec MeKOHHEH, CIeNaB I1ar BIEpe, UTo-
OBl OrpaJyiTh €€ OT CKAaHJAJMCTKH, HO Ta 000IILIa ero.

— Muneou? — oHa yriepya pyku B Oefipa.

Tomeko Torma Ilepcedona 3amermna, 4TO KeHIIUHA ObLIa
HuUM®OI. Y Hee ObLIM OJ1eJHAast MOJIOYHAS KOXKa, JITTMHHBIC OeJTbie
BOJIOCHI M SIPKO-TOITyObIe IJ1a3a, M3-3a Yero OHa Ka3auiach He3eM-
HOH. Jlaxke pecHULIbl Y Hee ObLIIN OeTbIMHU.

«Hasna», — nogymaiia [lepcedona. 1o Obia HUM(A BOIBI.
Oma Obl1a KpacuBa, HO Ceivac BHITJIsIENa arpeCCUBHOM U U3MO-
TaHHOM.



— K10 BbI Takas? — cnpocuia Humda.

[Mepcedony 310 YIUBUIIO — TIO OOJIBITIEN YACTH TIOTOMY, UTO
Tereph MaJio KTO He 3HaJjl, KTO OHa.

— Jla Kak BBl cMeeTe Tak roBoputh ¢ jenu [lepcedonoir? —
MeKOHHEH cikaJl JIAJOHU B KYJIaKH.

— Bce B nopsaake, MekonneH, — Ilepceona nonHsma pyky,
YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTD OTpa, KOTOPBII, Ka3aJI0Ch, ykKe TOTOB ObLI CTe-
PEThb 3TY KEHIIUHY B IOPOLIOK.

— S Ilepcedona, — oTBeTHIa OHA. — $1 TPaBMJIBHO TIOHSIIA, YTO
BBI XOTEJIN ObI TOTOBOPUTS C JIOPAOM AnaoM?

— 51 TpeOyto 3TOrO!

[Nepcedona cnerka npunogHsijia OpoBb:

— Kakwue y Bac xano0b1?

— JKano6w1? Bel xoTHTE BHICTYIIATh MOM %ao0bi? C yero Obl
MHe HayaTh? Bo-nepBbIX, KBapTHpa, B KOTOPYIO OH MEHs Moce-
JIWJI, HACTOAILAS JbIPA.

DTO NPUBEJIO €€ B 3aMEeLIaTeNILCTBO.

— Bo-BTOpHIX, 51 60JIBITIE HI MUHYTHI He OyIy padoTaTh B 3TOM
Tra/II0IIHUKE, STOM YEPTOBOM HOYHOM KJ1yOe.

[Mepcedona nomHsIa pyKy, YT0OBI 3aCTaBUTh HUMQY YMOJIK-
HYTb.

— IIpocture. A BHI KTO, enie pa3?

Kenmyna mogHsiia MoAOOPOIOK W BHICTABIJIA TPYIIb BIEPE/]
C HEYMECTHOM T'OP/IOCThIO.

— 41 JleBka, moOoBHMLIA Ana.

[epcedona nouyBcTBOBAJA, KaK KPOBb OTXJIbIHYJIA OT €€ JIU-



1a. CroBa KeHIUHBI ee TTyOOKO MOTPSICIIH.

— IIpocture?

Humda nznana cmemok. [epcedona cxana maasiibl B KyJa-
KH.

— IIpocrtute, ObIBIIAs JIIOOOBHUIIA, HO 9TO OJHO M TO KeE.

— BriBmras. .. mo0oBHUIIA? — BEIIABMIA OOTMHA CKBO3b CXKa-
Thie 3yObl, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK.

— Jla Bam He 0 yem OecriokouTbcs, — oTBeTUsa JIeBka. — Dt1o
OBbUIO TaK JIABHO.

— Tax naBHO, UTO BBI 3a0bITH U TTPEACTABUIIKCH JIIOOOBHUIICH
Aunpna? — yroununa Ilepcedona.

— HeBuHHas ommoOKa.

— IIpoctute, HO 51 HE BUKY B TOM HUUYETO HEBUHHOIO.

Ilepcepona noeepHynack K MEKOHHEHY:

— Iloxanyiicra, mpooau JleBky B opuc k Auny. A otnpasio
ero Tyaa.

— Ha, muiean, — kuBHY MekoHHeH u noOaBwit: — OH B 3ajie
OT/IbIXa.

— Cniacu60, — TeIIo OTBETWJIA OHA, XOTS BCE ee TeJIo OyATo
3aJIe/IeHeJIO.

[lepcedona Bomna B «Henoub». OHa cpa3y mogHsIach IO
JIECTHUIIE B 3aJ1 OTIbIXA, IJe AW 3aKJII04al Mapu CO CMEPTHBI-
MU, JKeJIAIOIUMHK TOJYYUTh OT JKU3HU OOJIbIle: JTIOOBH, JICHET,
310pOBbsi. IMEHHO 9T CAEJKY KOrja-To OOJIbIIIE BCETO YKACHY-
JIM ¥ 3aMHTpUroBaiy ee. M3-3a HUX OHa Havasa mucath o Oore
MEPTBBIX, a TIOTOM U MTO3HAKOMUJIACH C HUM.



DBpHana, rOproHa, Yro OXpaHsijia BXOJ B 3aJ1 OTAbIXa, kJIaia
caapyxu. [lepsbiii pasroBop IlepcedoHsl ¢ Held ObLT JOBOJIBHO
Bpak/IeOHBIM, TIOTOMY YTO TOPrOHA Cpa3y 0 3araxy orpeesIv-
J1a, 97O Ta OOTrMHS.

— V¥V nopna Auna npoGnemsi? — cripocuiia depuana. Ee romoc
OBbLT BecesIbiM, HO B HEM IMPO3BYyYasia M HOTAa BOJTHEHUsI, KOrJa K
HEl noaoiuia OOruHA.

— Borbiiie, yeM Tbl MOXelb cebe MpeACcTaBUTb, — OTBETUIIA
[lepcedona.

DBpuana yapi0HyIach, 00HaXKMB IouepHeBIve 3yosl. OHa 6e3
poMeJIeHHUs OTKpbUIa JiBepb 1 KuBHYIa [lepcedone, korma ta
IpoIlla MUMO Hee.

— OH B candupoBoi KaOWHKe, MUJIE/H.

[Mepcedone MpUNILIIOCh TPOTUCKUBATHCS Uepe3 TOIIIbI, OKPY-
KaBIlIMe WUTPaJIbHbIe CTOMMKUA. B 3ajie ObUIO TEeMHO, HECMOTPS
Ha OrPOMHYIO JIIOCTPY MO MIOTOJIKOM U HECKOJIBKO IPOMO3IKUX
MoJcCBeYHUKOB Ha creHax. [lepsoiii Bu3UT [lepceoHbl B 9TOT 3ai1
npeapemui ee cyapOy. Ee ogapoBanu moau v urpel, OHa C Ha-
CllakjieHueM HaOJo/iaia, Kak KapThl JIETAIOT HaJl CTOJIMKAMU, C
KaKOM JIETKOCTBIO MYKUMHBI 1 )KEHITMHBI OOJITATN U MOJ/IPa3HU-
BaJIM APYT Apyra. A IOTOM OHa JOIILIA IO CTOJIA JIsl TIOKepa, cena
3a HeTO M TO3HAKOMMUJIACH C BJIACTEITMHOM ITOJ3EMHOTO IapCTBA.

Jlaxe ceiiyac OT OTHOrO JIMIIL BOCIIOMUHAHUSI, KAaKUM OH
npezactan nepen Hei, y Ilepcedonsl Bce cxasoch BHYTpU. OH
OBLIT OCSA3aEMOM TEHBIO C TEJIOCTIOKEHUEM, MTOT0OHBIM KPETIOCTH,
Y BOPBAJICA B €€ XW3Hb MogoOHO cTrxun. OHa HUKAaK HE MOIJa



OTJIENIAThCS OT HETO, /1A |, TIO TpaB/ie TOBOPsI, He 0CO00-TO U XO-
tena. C TOro MOMEHTa, Kak ee B3[JIsi/1 yrajl Ha Hero, OH YTO-TO
3a)er BHYTpH ee. DTo ObLJI0 ONOOHO OTHIO, HO Ha CaMOM Jiefie
€ro ThMa B3bIBaJIa K €€ ThME.

Teneps OOrMHSI 3TO 3HATAa — YYBCTBOBIA y ceOs1 B KPOBU U
KOCT$IX, — M OHA CJIWJIaCh C TEMHOTOM 3aJ1a M Halllla IPOXo/l, Be-
JYIIWH K psly KaOWHOK, TJIe CMEPTHBIE KT BOZMOKHOCTH 3a-
KJIIOYHTH C/IENKY ¢ AuioM. Bce oHM MMEHOBATUCH 110 AParolieH-
HBIM KaMHsIM — caripupoBasi, U3ympyaHasi, OprJUIMaHTOBAsI, —
Kakaast OblTa OTAENaHa B COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX OTTEHKaX. DTO Obl-
JI POCKOIITHbIE KOMHATBI, BHYIIAIOIME YyBCTBO I'PaHIUO3HOCTH,
CJIOBHO cOOOIIasi BCEM, KTO B HUX BXOJWJI, YTO €CJIM OHM Ipa-
BWJIHO OTBITPAIOT CBOM KapThl — B OYKBAJILHOM CMBICIIE, — BO3-
MOKHO, UM TOXe€ YAACTCSI OOPECTH UTO-TO CTOJb XKe BETUKOJIETI-
HOE.

[epcedona Hamnuia candupoByo KaOMHKY W, BOUIS, YBUIE-
Jia HanpoTuB Anja MyxxunHy. CMepTHOMY OBUIO ClIerka 3a JBa-
auatse. [lepcedone Bcerna ObUI0 MHTEPECHO, KaK TAKHUE MOJIOZIBIE
JHOY OKa3bIBAJIHCH Miepesi O0roM MepTBBIX, HO OOJIE3HH He pas-
JIMYaIY Bo3pacTa. 3a ueM Obl OH CI0/Ia HU TIPUIIIE, apeHb 3aHsT
OOOPOHUTENIBHYIO MO3UIIUIO0, IOTOMY YTO MOBEPHYJICS HA CBOEM
CTyJIe IOCMOTPETh, KTO IIPEPBAJI €r0 Urpy, U CKa3a:

— Ecnu Bam Hy’KeH OH, TO NPUJIETCS JOKIAThCS CBOEW odepe-
au. §l Kaan 3Tod BCTpeuu TpU roja.

Awup BcTpeTuiicsl ¢ Hel Ta3amu. HecMoTpsi Ha 3/1eraHTHBIN
BHEITHWIA BUJI, €r0 B3MJIsL ObUT B3MISAAOM XuIHUKA. OH cujien



C TIpSAMOM CITMHOM, CXKMMasi B pyke Ookan ¢ Buckd. Hemomaro-
TOBJICHHOMY Y€JIOBEKY OH MOT IOKa3aThCsl paccnabieHHbIM, HO
[Mepcedona BUjea MO BHIPAKEHUIO €0 JIMIIA, YTO OH Ha B3BO-
ne. BoamoxkHo, u3-3a Hee. Eil He Hy)XHO ObLIIO HUYETro TOBOPUTD,
9TOOBI OH MOHSLT — OHa B sipocTu. Ee vapwl pynmmuck. OHa uyB-
CTBOBAJIA, KaK OHU PACTBOPSIIOTCS, OCTABJISAS JABIPHI B €€ CMepT-
HOM OOJTHIKE.

— IIpous otciona, cMepTHBIH, — Mpon3Hecna oHa. Ee npukas,
JOJKHO OBITh, TIOTPSIC MYXKUYHHY, TIOTOMY UYTO TOT, HE Tepsisl Bpe-
MeHH, IyJiell BhICKOuMI u3 kabuHku. [lepcedona 3axiiomnHyna
JIBEPb.

— MHe npusieTcs crepeTb eMy NnamsTh. Y TeOs MbUIaloT IJ1a-
3a, — ycMexHyJscs Aua. — Kto Te0s tak pazosnun?

— IMompoOyit noragaTbes, — MpeYIoKIIA OHA.

OH npunonHsi1 6pOBb.

— 4l TonbKO YTO MMeENa Y0BOJIbCTBHE MTO3HAKOMUTHLCS C TBOEH
JIIOOOBHUIIEN.

AW HUKaK HE OTpearupoBall, U 3TO Pa303JIUIO €Ille CUJIbHEE.
Ona novyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK Yaphl MoKuaaioT ee. [lepcedona npeji-
CTaBWJIa, KaK CTPAHHO OHA Celvac BBIMJISIAUT — OOTHHSI, CTOSIIIAS
riepesi APeBHUM OOroM M He CrocoOHas yaep:KaTh MO KOHTPO-
JieM COOCTBEHHYIO Maruio.

— IlonsATHO.

V Ilepcedonsl 3aaposkan rojaoc:

— V Tebs ecTb HECKOJbKO CEKYHI, YTOOBl OOBSICHUTHCA,
TIpexk/Ie YeM s TIpeBpallly ee B TpaBy.



Ona 3Hasa, 9to AmJ paccMmesticsl Obl, €Cli Obl PEIiI, YTO
OHA TOBOPUT 3TO HE BCEPhE3.

— Ee 30ByT JleBka, — orBeTms1 OH. — W oHa u mpaBaa oOviia
Moel JII0OOBHMIIEN MHOTO-MHOTO JIET Ha3ajl.

Ei1 Ob1JI0 HEHaBUCTHO COOCTBEHHOE YyBCTBO OOJIErYeHHs], UTO
OH He Ha3BaJI KOro-To ellie.

— CKOJIbKO UIMEHHO JIeT Ha3aj?

OH mpoH3WI ee B3MVIAIOM, U 32 HUM YTO-TO OBLIO — YTO-TO
KHUBOE, MOJTHOE THEBA, PA3PYIIEHUS U BPAK/IBL.

— Teicsrunm, Ilepcedona.

— Torpa mouemy cezoonsi OHa TPENICTaBUIIACh MHE KaK TBOSI
Jmo0oBHUIA?

— [Notomy 4TO, 10 €€ MHEHUIO, MbI C HEl ObLITH JTIOOOBHUKAMU
BIUIOTb JIO MTPOIILJIOTO BOCKPECEHbSI.

[Mepcedona cxana Kylnaku, U BAPYT U3-TIOJ ITOJIa IPOOKITUCH
cTeOU ¥ MOKPBUTA COOO0M BCe CTEHBI. AW 1aXe He MOPTHYIL.

— U nouemy xe?

— [Motomy uTO GOJIBITIE ABYX THICSY JIET OHA OBUIA TOTIOJIEM.

V Ilepcedonsl B31eTenu 6poBu. Takoro oHa HUKaK He JkKjaja.

— A moueMy OHa cTajia Torosiem?

Awjt cxas JIaJIoHH, JI0 STOTO JIeKaBIIIMe Ha CTONIe, B KyJIaKH:

— OHa MeHd npepgana.

— Ter ipeBpatu ee B iepeBo? — BeioxHyJa [Tepcedona, omma-
pallieHHasi 3TUM TTPU3HAHUEM.

Omna nHorma 3a0sBasia 0 Maciurade cuit Auga. OH ObUT OTHUM
U3 TPEX CAMbIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX OOTOB, 1 XOTsI KaXK/IbliA U3 Opa-



ThEB CTaJl BJIACTEJIMHOM COOCTBEHHOro mapctBa (3eBc — Heba,
[oceioH — MoOpsi, Auj1 — IApCTBA MEPTBBIX ), OHU B PABHOU Me-
pe JIe/IVIM BJIACTh HaJl 3eMHBIM LIAPCTBOM, a 3TO 3HAYHUT, UYTO Y
Hee U Ania MOIJIA OBITh CXOKHME CHJIBI.

W B ux ymcie SBHO ObUIO MpeBpallicHHe JToJIel B pacTeHHsI.

—3a uro?

— $1 3acTykan ee ¢ apyruMm JIOOOBHMKOM. MeHs ociernuiia
sapocTb. U g peBpaTil ee B TOMOb.

— OmHa, I0JKHO OBITh, 3TOrO HE ITOMHUT, MHAYE HE cTajia Obl
TIPE/ICTABIIATHCS TBOEH JIIOOOBHUIICH.

Awj mpyCTaIbHO B3MIsAHYN Ha Hee. OH He CABUHYJICS HU Ha
JIIOMM CO CBOETO MeCTa 3a CTOJIMKOM.

— Bo3MoskHO, OHa MoJaBuiIa 3T0 BOCIIOMUHAHKE.

[Mepcedona 3ammarana mo kKaOWHKe Briepea-Ha3a/l.

— CKOJIBbKO JIIOOOBHHUIT y TeOs1 ObLIIO?

— Ilepcedona, — B romoce Auja CKBO3WJIa HEXKHOCTh, HO B
HeM ObLT U TIOATOH, TOBOPUBIIHMIA: «Bpsi/1 I Thl 3aX0Y€llh 3HATD
IPaBIy».

— 1 mpocTo Xo4y OBITH TOTOBA HA CJIyYai, €ClId OHA HAYHYT
BBINOJI3aTh U3 BCEX IIIEJIEH.

Awpn Mommaad, misas Ha Hee. CrycTsi MTHOBEHHE OH ITPOM3HEC:

— 41 He Oy/my UBBUHSATHCSA 32 TO, YTO KW 0 TBOETO MOSIBICHUS
HAa CBET.

— 41 Te6s1 00 3TOM U HE MPOIITy, MHE IPOCTO XOTeJI0Ch Obl 3HATH
3apaHee, KOrJia 51 BCTpeuy KeHIIUHY, KOTopast cnand ¢ TOOOM.

— 4 Hagescs, YTO Thl HUKOI/IA HE BCTPETUIILCA C JIeBKOM, —



orBeTv1 Auj. — OHa He JOJKHA ObUIa 3aJepKaThCsl 371eCh Ha-
JoIro. 1 cormacuiicst MoMoub el BCTaTh Ha HOTH B COBPEMEHHOM
mupe. Panbilie s1 nepenaBai takue aesia MuHde, HO Tak Kak OHa
BIlaJ1a B HEMUJIOCTb. . . — OH OKMHYJI B3[JISIIOM ILTIONT Ha CTEHAX, —
MHE ITOHAJOOMJIOCh OOJIbIIIe BPpeMEHH, YTOObI HAaTH €H MOIX0-
JAIIEro HACTaBHUKA.

[lepcedoHa ocTaHOBUJIACh U MOBEPHYJIACH K AULTY:

— Tol gaxe He coOmMparcs paccka3aThb MHE O Hel?

AWUJ nmoxal IuieyaMu:.

— ¢ He BUEN B 3TOM HEOOXOAMMOCTH.

— He Bugnen reobxooumocmu? — nopropuna Ilepcedona, u
TUTIONT HA CTE€HAX CTaJ elle rymie u 3ampes. KomHaTa Bapyr cra-
JIa COBCEM MaJleHbKOM. — Thl 0Oecneum1 3Ty KeHIIUHY KUIbEM,
JaJt el padoTy, U paHbIIe Tl C HEH cna. ..

— IIpekparu 3T0 MOBTOPSITH, — BHJIABHII AUJT CKBO3b CTUCHY-
ThIE 3yOBI.

— 4 3acnyxuBaio 3HaTh O Her, Aun!

— Twl coMHeBaeIbCs B MOEH MpeJaHHOCTH?

— Tebe cnenoBano Obl K3BUHUTHLCS, — OTPHI3HYJIACH OHA.

— Tebe cnenoBasno Obl TOBEPATH MHE.

— A TeGe crie1oBaio 6kl TOBOPUTH CO MHOM. — JTO TO, O YeM OH
npocun ee. Pa3Be OH He MOKEH MPUACPKUBATLCS TEX XKe IMpa-
15370 04

Hacrymuna tummnza, u Iepcedona cnenana BAOX, IyBCTBYS
HEOOXOIMMOCTh HAOpaThCsl XpaOpPOCTH | 3aJ1aTh STOT BOIPOC:

— ToI Bce elne mo0uIb ee?



— Her, Ilepcedona, — Aun oTBETHI cpasy ke, HO B €ro rojaoce
MIPO3BYYAJIO pa3ipakeHue, YTo OHa BOOOIIE CIIPOCHIIA.

[epcedona He 3HaNa, YTO AenaTh gasbine. OHA 3TUIaCh U HE
MOHMMAJIa, ToYeMy AU PEIIUI CIIPSATATh OT HEE CBOIO OBIBIIYIO
moOoBHMITY. [lenio OpUI0 HE B TOM, UTO OHA MOJO3peBasa €ro B
HEBEPHOCTH, a B TOM, UTO 3TO ObUI JIUIIL OJWH U3 (PAKTOB O KU3-
HU Auja, 3aCTaBIIMX €€ BPACILIOX.

Ona HauMHaJIa 9yBCTBOBATh ceOsI TaK, CJIOBHO Ha CaMOM jiejie
HUYEro O HEM HE 3HaeT.

[locne eme OAHOM MUHYTHI HANPSKEHHOTO MOTYAaHUAS AU
B3JIOXHYJI, U HA JIMIIE Y HErO BIAPYT MPOSIBUIACH yCTalocTh. OH
BCTaJI U3-3a CTOJIa, TTOJOIIE K HeM M MOJIOKWII JIAJOHb €l Ha 3a-
TBUIOK, BIUIETS] CBOY MAJIBLIBI €1 B BOJIOCHI.

— ¢l Hanesics CKpBITH Bee 3TO OT Tedsl, — mpor3Hec oH. — He
IUIsSl TOTO, Y4TOOBI 3aIUTUTh JIEBKY, a YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTH TEOST OT
MOETO MPOIILIOro.

— MHe He HyxHa 3amuTa oT Teds1, — nporentaia [lepcedona,
Y B BO3JIyX€ MEXIY HUMU BO3HUKJIO HAMPSIKEHUE COBCEM MHOTO
pona. — ¢ xouy 3HaTh TeOs1 — Bcero Te0si, BHYTPH U CHAPYXKH.

OTBEeTHB €l JIETKON YJIBIOKOW, AW 0OXBaTUJI JIaJJOHSIMH €e
JIMILIO ¥ TIPOBEJI 10 Ty0aM MOIYIIEYKON OOJIBIIIOrO MaIbIia.

— JlaBail HAaUHEM C «BHYTpU», — CKa3aJl OH, U UX T'yObl CJIH-
JICh, 4 €r0 SA3bIK Meperuiesics ¢ ee si3bIkoM. Ha BKyc OH ObLT Kak
JIbIM U Jie. Ero pyku CKosb3HY/IM BHU3 MO €€ CIIMHE K Sroju-
1[aM, ¥ OH TIPUTSIHYJI ee K ceOe, 3a)KaB Mek/1y CBOMMH HOT'aMHu, a
cam mpuces Ha ctojl. Kaxkaoe ABUKeHUE ero si3bIKa TMITHOTU3U-



POBAJIO ee. A IaBJICHHE ero IPErupOBAHHOTO WieHa el Ha KUBOT
BCKPYKWJIO TOJIOBY *kenanueM. OHa Jiepkajiach 3a HEro, BIETIMB-
IIKCh TAJIBLIAMH B €r0 Kpenkue MycKyisl. [lepcedona Obl conra-
Jla, CKa3aB, YTO e 3TO He HYXHO. OH OCTaBWJI ee My4YUTEIbHO
HEYJIOBJIETBOPEHHON HECKOJIbKO HOYeW Ha3ajl, HO OHa Oblia BCS
Ha HepBax u3-3a cTpecca Ha padote. Eil Hy)KHO ObUTO COPOCUTD
3TO ¢ cebsl, HO el TakXke ObUIO HY)XHO, UTOObI AW ITOHSUI, TaK
YTO OHA yIiepsia PyKU eMy B TPyb M OTCTPAHHIIACh.

— Aup, 51 cepbesHo. [ xouy 3HaTh TBOIO camyIo OOJIBIITYIO Clia-
00CTb, CaMblii TITyOOKHI CTPaxX, caMoe IIEHHOE TBOE COKPOBHIIIE.

BripaxeHue ero JiMia CcTajo cephe3HbIM, U OH B3IJISIHYJI Ha
Hee C TAKOH CTPACThIO, OT KOTOPOU y Hee BHYTPH BCE COIPOTHY-
JIOCh.

— Th1, — OTBETWII OH, ¥ €r0 MaJIbIIBl KOCHYJIUCH €€ PACITyXIITUX
OT TIo1IeysI TYO.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
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