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He Bce cka3ky 3aKaHYMBAIOTCSA CBaAbOOM, 3Ta 0OEpHY/Iach THOEBIO JTIOOMMOTO.

W Kpacasuiia yxe He CMOXeT KUTh 0e3 cBoero YymoBuiia. YXBaTUBIIUCH 3a
MPU3PAYHYIO HAIEK/y, UTO OH BCE elIE KUB, JAEBYIIIKA BO3BMET JIYK, 3aTOUUT
CTpeJIbl M OTIIPABUTCSA B OMACHOE MYTEIIeCTBUE, YTOObI HAWTH TOTO, O KOM TOCKYeT
cepane. Ho Heykxenu 3TOT IMHUYHBIN 1 O€CUyBCTBEHHBIN KOPOJIb U €CTh €€
mooumbiii? U Kak cracath TOro, KOMy X0oueTcsl TIOAapuTh He TOIeyi, a CTpeny B
60k ? OX, uam Bce ke morenyi... Bropas yacte kauru "VIcTuHHAS 171 4ymoBUIa"
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Po3a Aunekcanapus
(He)3HakoMKa 51 KOPOJis

IIpoJior

- ,HEU'ICKO Co6panc;1? — HE Moprasd, g NIocMoTpeJia Ha cOeKaBIIIErO H3-110J HOCAa KOPOJid, HallC-
JIMBIIWCH HA HETO U3 JIYKaA. Ho on ACpKaJl JIomaJb 3a Y31y U XUTPO YXMBUIAJICA.

— Tak nomoii Hao, KpacaBula! — 3HAKOMOE PO3BHILE OOJIBIO pe3aHyIio 1o cepaiy. He oOpa-
111asi Ha 9TO BHUMaHMs, sl CUJIbHEE HATSAHYJIa TeTUBY, MPUKPBIB OIUH IV1a3, BCE TaK Ke clieJuia 3a
KaX[JbIM €ro JIBUKEHUEM.

-V Bac TYT, KOHEYHO, BECCJIO, KOPMAT BKYCHO U JICKATb CBA3aHHLIM Ha CprOfI 3€EMJIC y,HO6HO,
HO IIOpa " 9€CTb 3HaTh! — KI/IpO JICHUBO pacCMATpUuBaJI MCHA, KaK 6y,[ITO HE BEPUJI, YTO A BBICTPEIIIO.
YBBI, HO OH 38.6LIJ'I, YTO CaM K€ MCHA U YUWJI CTPEJIAThL, HC MCIIKa4. I HY6OKO BIOXHYB, 1 MEJICHHO
BBIJOXHYJIA Y€PE3 HOC.

«Ha Bbimoxe, AMesiea,» — MPO3BYYAIM B TOJIOBE €0 ke CJIOBA, CJIOBHO MPUBET U3 MPOILION
KU3HU. B riazax Koposisi 3aropescst MHTepec: BbICTpeio Jiu? PyKu My KUMHBI HANIPATJINCH, U B IJIa3ax
3aropeJicsi XUIIHbIA OroHb. B ero B3msiae Oyaro untanock: «Hy naBaii ke, OKaXu Ha 4TO COCOOHA,
neBouka». Haio ObUI0 OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO 51 YK€ HE MOIJIa HUYero ¢ codou czienars. MeHs Oynopa-
kua ero 6;m3octh. To, UTO OH Tak MPOCTo cOeskall, Kak OyaTo paseiekasick. Ho Gosbiiie Bcero MeHst
paszapakaio ero JeHMBOE paBHOMYIIINE, B TO BPEMsI Kak s 3aropajiach OT OJIHOTO €ro B3IJISAAA.

Hecmotps Ha Moo ipoBOKaluio ¢ gpixanueM, Kupo ocrascs croars Ha mecte. Cvensiil. Ho u
s1 0c000H POOOCTBIO HE OTIMYANIach. JKab, UTO OH BCe 3a0bLII.

b PE3KO, HEOXKUIAHHO OAXKE IJIA CC6H, OTIIYCTWJIa TETUBY U YBUJCIIA, KaK CTpPEJIa PaCCECKJIa
BO34YX U BpE€3aJIaCh B ACPEBO ITPAMO BO3JIE YXa KOPOJIA. CaMO,IIOBOJ'ILHO YXMBUIbHYBIIHNCH EMY B JIMLIO,
HO6J'IC,I[HCBI_HCC " 3aCThIBHICE, g HOKHYJIA A3BIKOM. He BEpUJI, Mo, 4YTO Kakad-TO AE€BYOHKA. .. Moe
0axBaJIbCTBO CJIETEJIO, KaK IIeIyXa, Korga KI/IpO C PBIKOM 6POCI/IHC}I KO MHE:

— Hourpasnachk, Jy4Hura!

OH, CJIOBHO JIEB, ITPOHECCA KO MHE, HE 1aBad HU CEKYH/bI, YTOOBI Nnepe3apAanuTh JIYK. Cep)me
mponycruJio yaap, u, cOuBas MEHA C HOTI', KOPOJIb YPOHHJI HAC HA 3€MJII0, HABAJIMBAACH CBECPXY.

— Bot u nonanace! CrienianbHO WK HET, HO 3psi Tl mpoMaszaia! Ceituac TeOs jkAeT pacriiara,
BeJIb C KOPOJIEM TaK He 00paIlaioTcst! — OH 3aBEJI MOU PYKH HaJl TOJIOBOM, KPETIKO CKUMAsI 3aIlsICThS, U
s YBUJIEJA B €T0 B3MJIA/IE€ BCIOJIOXHU, KOTOPBIE HE IPEABEIIAIN HUYero xopoiiero. CTyyaiuyi B MOUX
BUCKaX CTpax Ieperviesicsi C a3apToM, HO sl 30 BCeX CHUI TOMbITasIach BeIpBaThes. [Ipodnema Oblia
B TOM, YTO OH BBIIIIE U TSIKeJiee MEHsl, U MOM IIaHChl paBHsUIMCh HymO. [IpaBa, 51 Bce ke HeUCToBO
TPENbIXajiach U, KaXeTcs, cliesiaia emie Xyxe, Be/lb My)KUMHa ellE TeCHee MPUKAJICS KO MHE, YTOObI
yaepxKarh.

— Ipekparu! — nienHy1 OH MHE Ha YXO, MOYTH Kacasich ero rydamu. — Tebe He CripaBUTHCS
CO MHOM.
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710 s yXke MOHsUIA, HO MBIC/Ib, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM OJIM3KO, He JlaBaja 1mokosl. Teruioe JpIxaHue
IIEKOTAJIO KOXY, M TPe/laTeIbCKOoe JKeJlaHue PasJIiiIoch Tie-To BHU3Y KuBoTa. Her, AMenea, BO3bMH
ce0s1 B pyku!

Ero MMpUKATOC KO MHE TEJIO CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHO ITyTaJIO MBICJIA, U A 0OMaHYHBO paccna61/1naCB,
AaBasl IOHATb, YTO CMHUPUJIACH C ITPOUT'PLILIEM.

Jlutto Kupo 6buto cnumkoM 6mm3ko. Hactonmbko, 4To s MOIIa pacCMOTPETh, Kak pacIivpu-
JIUCh €TO 3PauKM, KOIJla OH OCMOTPEN MEHsI U3YyYaloUIUM TSKENBIM B3MIsiioM. OT 3TOro B3rsaa 1o
KOXe TPOOEeKaId MypAIlIKH, ero AbIXaHWe y4acTUJIOCh M CTaJI0 BTOPUTH MoeMy. f moikHa Oblia
BBIPBATHCS, HO C KQKIOM CEKYH/ION MHE XOTEJIOCh 3TOT0 Bce MeHbIIe. MBICJIEHHO OTBECUB ce0e OrLie-
yXy, s OIIEHWJIa, YTO XBaTKa €ro, Kak  mpesx/je, Obula CUIbHA, HO B3IJIS paccesuicsl U MOoIepHYJICS
TOMHOU MOBOJIOKOM. Mes mpuituia cama coOo, U sl He cTajia ee JIOJro 0OAyMbIBaTh, TPOCTO cAeaa.

Xotb pyku 1 Horu Kupo MHe 3a0;TOKMpOBaL, HO s HAIllIa €IMHCTBEHHBIA BHIXOJ] B 9TOW CHUTY-
anuy. § NpUMnoAHsiIa rojoBy K ero rydoam U ¢ %apom MolesIoBaIa. . .
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I'maBa 1

Msrkuii MOX MpPYXKHUHWII MMOJ HOraMH ¥ 3amIyliajl MOI0 MOCTYMb. Sl 1ula B TEMHOTE, MbITa-
sick pazoopathb gopory. C cyMKO# HarnepeBec, B KOTOPYIO CJIOXKIJIa HEMHOTOYMCIICHHbIE TTOKUTKHU U
MAaJICHBKYIO CYMMY JIEHET, s IIlJTa Ha CEBep 10 HaIpaBJIeHHIO K ropam. [JTyOOKHUIl KaIoIOH HAKUIKH
CKPBIBAJI BOJIOCH ¥ TEHBIO TIaall Ha Jio0. $1 1uia yke HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB, M OeCCOHHAst HOYb JaBajia O
ceOe 3HaTh. [lemkoM Hamo ObLIO MATH A0r0. Ho nomany y MeHst He Obu10. K TOMY ke IyTh MOXeT
3aTsIHYThCS, TaK KaK s TOUHO He 3HaJia, Kyla HykHo uaru. ['ne on, moit Kupo? Kakoe-to BHyTpeHHee
YyThe BeJIO MEHsI Ha CeBep, U 51 He MOIJIa eMy IIPOTUBUThCS. BeabMa ckazana ciymiath CBoe cepaiie
Y Ha 3TOT pa3 i ee MOCIyIIAICh.

SIpkuie 3BE3/IBI M JTIOOOIBITHAS JIyHAa OCBELIaIM MOH MyTh B HOYHOM Jiecy. S He Oosinack. Te
COOBITHSI, YTO CO MHOM ITPOU3OIILTHA HEJJABHO, UCKOPEHUJIM CTPAX 3a CBOIO KU3Hb. J]a ¥ JIyK C OCTphIMU
CTpesiaMH 3a CIIMHOM J00aBIs yBepeHHOCTU. Bee, uero s 6osiiack Terneps, — 3To He BCTpeTuth Kupo.
Wnu He ycnieTs HallTH ero.

Sl BcmoMHMIIA Pa3roBOp C BEIbMOM M MEHsI BEPHYJIO B Te BOCIOMUHAHUs. 1 BCOMHMIIA Kak
BbiIIAneN Kupo B MOeM BHIEHHMM, TAaKOW POJHOW M TaKOW 4YyKOM OJHOBpeMeHHO. Ero B3risg,
HAIpaBJICHHBI Ha TO MECTO, IJie 51 CKPbIBAJaCh O CHUX IOP, MPOXKUTAT KOXKY M 3aCTaBIIsT cepale
outhcs vaiie. Heyxenu koponbs? Kak Takoe BosMoxkH0? Ho mouemy oH Tak cmoTpes, OyaTo Obl & aas
MeHs? Kak ckasasia BeibMa, OH MPOCHYJICS U HUYETO He IIOMHHUT € TOr0 BpeMeHH, Kor/ia ObLT (haBHOM.
A 3HauWT He TIOMHUT U MeHs1. Torna s IeCTBUTELHO He MOoHUMalo 3aueM emy si. Kakum oOpazom
s1 MOTY €My TIOMOYb?

Koraa mel ¢ J[IopmxkeM BEpHYJIMCH TOMOH, OH TOTPeOOBAJI OT MeHsI, YTOOBI 51 B3s1J1a €r0 C COOOH.
Hukakue oOBsICHEHHMsI, YTO OH HYXEH 3/IeCb CBOM POJIUTENISIM W JiepeBHe, He Tomoraiu. [lapeHb
ynépes, Kak oc€... kak oobiuHO. Ho s xotena moiitu oqHa. He xody moaBeprarh OMacHOCTH €IUH-
CTBEHHOTO JIpyra. A B TOM, YTO 3TU ONACHOCTH OyIyT — s1 He cOMHeBajach. Ho ymeprocts mapHs
HUKAaK He JJaBajia eMy CMHPHTBCS C MOUM BbIOOpOM. [103TOMY 51 IOTOBOPHIIACH C HUM, YTO BHIXOIUM
Ha CJICIYIOIINH JIeHb, a camMa YJIM3Hy/Ia Houblo. [lymaro, mapeHb paccepauTcs, HO Koraa-HUuOyIb MOu-
MET, YTO Tak OyAeT Jydllie JIJIs1 Hero.

Korpa s 3amuia B 1oM, otripaBuB JI5KOp/ka rOTOBUTHCS K MYTEIIECTBUIO, TO BCTPETUIA IPYCT-
HOT'O JIeyIIKY, KOTOPbI MOHYPO CUJEN Ha CKaMbe.

— llenymika, 4ero He ChuIlib? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO MPOILENTaNa 5, He 3Has KaK CKa3aTb O MOeM
yXxofe.

Ho 1o ero B3misi1y MHe NOKa3aioch, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, Kak TepsieT MeHs. [loxionas psaom
¢ coOOii, OH MPHUIJIACKIT MEHSI CECTh Ha CKaMbl0. 51 Tak ¥ clieiajia, OKa3aBIlUCh B KPEIKUX OOBSITUSX.

— Amenea, 51 JOJKEH KOe-4To TeOe paccKasarh. ..

S Hanpsirack, 4To emé MHe HyKHO 3HaTh? He CIMIIKOM JIi MHOTO CEKPETOB /1J1s1 MeHsI OIHOM ?
Ho penyiika He 3amMeTns1 MOEro HalpsKeHUs, OH TPYCTHO B3AOXHYJ M HAUaJl paccKas.

— OpHask 11, Kora s ObLT TIOMOJIOXE, S OTIPABHUJICS B TOPBI HA OXOTY. Bee 110 Xoporo u s
Jaxe CIIOBUJI Tapy 3allieB U KypOIaTKy, KOrJa YCJIbIIIal xkaao0HbIi ick. CHavama s mogymall, 4ro
9TO MUILIUT KAKOW-TO 3BEPEK, HO CIYCTsl CEKYHAy U3 TeHU JIEPEBhEB BHIILIO CYIIECTBO C poramu.
OyMajl MEHsl XBaTUT yJap, HO 4ydoBuUIle He Hananano. OHO BBDKAJAIO YTO-TO M CMOTPEJIO MPSIMO
MHe B ra3a. M Toraa s cHOBa ycibIIald TOT ke MUCK, W MOHSUI, YTO STU CTPaHHbIE 3BYKH U3[aeT
MaJIeHbKHI CBEPTOK y HEro Ha pykax. Pe6énok? CHavana st mogymall, 4to 4yJOBHILE YKPAJIO Ie-TO
MAJIBIIIA, YTOOBI €r0 CheCTh, HO CIYCTsI APy MTHOBEHMIA OHO TOJIONUIO KO MHE M CKa3aJio yesioBeve-
cKuM rosocom: «Bo3pmu! Bl ¢ ’keHOI JaBHO XOTesH JeTeit, U 3To BaM jap. Pactu ee, Kak cBOI...»
OH ucues, CIOBHO HCHIapyiICcs B BO3AYXE. A 51 OCTaJICS CTOSATh C MAJIEHbKUM TEIIBIM KOMOYKOM Ha
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pykax. B Ty e cekyHay 51 Opocii1 BCio 4001y ¥ MOHECCs 1oMou. Tedst IBHO HaJj0 ObLJIO TOKOPMMUTD,
KTO 3HAET, CKOJIBKO ThI IIPOBEJIa BPEMEHHU B JIECY.. .

Bropoii pa3 s yBunen aBHa, a K TOMy BpeMeHH 5 y3HAN, YTO 32 YYJOBHILE KO MHE BBIILIO,
BTOPOI pa3 OH MpHHEC MHe TeOs rociie noxuineHust. M toraa s moHsu1, 4To JOIT HYKHO OyleT oTia-
BaTh. YTO THI BCErO JIMIIIL TOCThS Y HAC B IoMe. BeiMosieHHOE 4y/o. . .

Jlen mpUTHX, pacckaszaB CBOIO UCTOPUIO, a Y MEHsI CJIe3bl CTOSUTH Ha Tia3ax. OOHsIB ero Kpemnue,
s TIpoIIIeTTaa:

— 41 obs3aTenbHO BEpHYCh, JEyIIKa, HO ceiiuac MHE HY)XKHO NomMoub eMy. OH He OIuH pa3
criacaj MeHs OT CMEPTH U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TIOTUIATHIICS 32 9TO JKU3HbIO. M sl He MOry ocTaBaThCsl B
cropoHre. Ceiiuac OH HYXJaeTcsl BO MHE, OH XUB, JACAYyIIKa, s 00s3aHa CIIACTH €ro. . .

OT MbICIelt OTBJIEK MEHS XPYCT BETKU 32 MOEU CIIUHOU. Pe3Ko BBIHYB JIYK, 51 HAlTpaBUJia OCTpHE
CTpeJibl B TEMHOTY, OTKY/a CJIbIIIaJIa Ybe-To puonmxenue. Moxert 38epb? 1 cocpenorounnace, roro-
Basl B CHIO XK€ CEKYH]y BHICTPEJIUTDb, HO U3 TEMHOTHI JJOHECIIOC:

— Amezea, 310 $1, He cTpeisiii! — Ko MHe Bblies IKopixk, MOIHSB pyKU. 3a HUM I1IesICsl AMUKO.
Bot HeyromoHHas mapouka. YBepeHa, 0e3 MoMoIIu BoJKa, JIKOopmk He cyMelt Obl HAWTH MEHs.

— Yro BB 37€Ch Aenaete? — youpasi opykue BbIJOXHYA 5. — 5 XoTena uaru oxHa!

— U nmoatomy obmanyna meHsi? Amenea, s ke UCKpeHHe Xouy TeOe moModb! CKOJIBKO pa3 Thl
ere Oyaeris oOOMaHbIBaTh MeHs1? — [[)KOPIK BIOJHE 3aCiTy’)KeHHO OOBMHMII MEHsI, BCIOMHHAST HECO-
CTOSIBUIYIOCS] CBa/IbOY ¥ MOWA TIOOeT.

S B3moxHyna. JeHCTBUTENBHO, s1 ¢ HUM HecnpaBeaanBa. [IpocTo He XOTesloch OCTaBISATH
Jlunenny onHy, pUCKOBaTh €€ €JUHCTBEHHBIM CHIHOM pPaiMd NPU3pavyHOM HA/EXKIbl HATH MOIO
TOOOBb.

— JlagHo, poctu Menst, xopmxk! A neiictButenbsHO oOMaHya TeOs, HO TIOBEpb, clesana 3T0
TOJIBKO U3 Jyqnmx noOyxaeHuii! M Tel, AMHKO. .. — 51 TOCMOTpeJia Ha BOJIKA C IPYCThIO, TIOHUMAas,
YTO €ro-To Kak pa3 M Hao ObUIO T03BaTh ¢ co0oi. OH axke He 3HAeT, Ky/la MbI U/IEM, HO BCE JKe He
opocaet MeHs onHy. Hacrosmuii apyr. [IBa HacTosmux apyra.

Sl ynpiOHyIach CBOMM MBICIISIM ¥ KUBHYJIA!

— Yro x mouuty, He orcraBaiite! TonbKO MyTh MPENCTOMT UIMHHBINA, M cHaTh OygeM 4acTo
npsiMo B Jiecy. Eciu moBeseT — To HaiiieM KaKoi-TO HOWIer B IepeBHE, KOTOPYIO OyJeM MPOXOAUTb.
Ho 3710 Oyner HeuacTo, — s pa3BepHyIach M CHOBA 3alliaraja 1o TOJIbKO MHE BUAMMON Tporie. [1py3bs
TOIUIEIUCH 38 MHOU.

— Thl y3HamMa, Kyga Hy)kHO UITH? — cripocuil Ixopak, nopaBHABIIKCH co MHOM. Illar y Hero
ObLT IJIMTHHEE MOETO M CKOpee BCEro 3TO MHE MPHUETCS ero AOTOHSTh, a He Ha0O0pOT.

Sl nokayasia ros0oBOM U rpyCTHO B3JOXHYJA!

— He oco060... {1 He 3HaI0, KaK 3TO OOBSCHUTH, HO MeHsI OyATO OBl YTO-TO BEJIET K HEMY, — 51
XMBIKHYJIA, IO TOTO HeJIeTbl ObLIA MOM clloBa. [IKopmk Momya 001yMa MOH CJIOBa, a TIOTOM OTOpo-
[T BBIBOIOM:

— A mHe HpaButcs! 51 ObI TOKE XOTeJ MOMIOOUTH HACTONIBKO, YTOOBI YUTH U3 IOMY Jake He 3Has,
Ky/la UIMEHHO! — OH YJIBIOHYJICS, U sI HE CMOIJIa He OTBeTUTh TeM xke. C JIxopmkem ObLJI0 HAMHOTO
Becesiee. OH ymen pa30aBUTh OOCTAaHOBKY M TIOMOTAJT BHIKUHYTh TUIOXKE MBICIH U3 TOJIOBHI.

— BoT ThI 1 y1ies u3 1oma, — XOXOTHYJIA 5, — ¥ TOXKE UIEIIb HEU3BECTHO Ky/a.

— Hy, 310 npyroe... — nporsanyn xopax U 3eBHYJI. — AMeziea, Hy pa3 UITH HOYBIO TEIepb
He 00sI3aTeIbHO, pa3 s BCe paBHO TeOsl HAILeJl, TAK MOXKET ClelaeM NMpUBaJl U nocuM? A yTpoM
HOBBIMH CHJIAMH BBIJBHEMCS B TTyTb.

— Hy BOT 1 HBITH HaYaJs1, a Mbl He IPOLIUTH elE U Yaca! — (hpIpKHYIA 51, HO MOTOM MOIyMaJia, 4To
OH IpaB, HY)KHO OTJOXHYTb. Bce paBHO Mot ober He yaascs, a TOJIbKO Pay 3TOTO s BBIIILIA HOUBIO.

— JlagHo, 1aBail! — CKMHYJA 51 CYMKY C IjIeva.
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JIKOp/I&K TOBOJILHO YXMBIJIBHYJICS U BBIHYJI U3 CYMKH KaKOe-TO MOKpbIBajo. bpocuB ero Ha
3eMJII0 BO3JIE IBIIIIHOM €JI1, OH KECTOM MPUIJIAacCUI MeHs cecTb. CaM e MOIIeN 3a XBOPOCTOM, IpH-
Ka3aB AMUKO CJIeJJUTh, YTOOBI MEHsI HUKTO He 00uesl. BoJK 1Mo-1e10BoMy KMBHYJT U JIET Y MOMX HOT.

[NapHsa He OBLIO KAaKMX-TO IBAALIATh MUHYT OT CHJIBI, a S YK€ Havajia MepekuBarb. A eciu
ciyumiock yero? Bapyr 3Bepu kakue-To Hamanu? Hajno 610 OTIIpaBUTh AMUKO C HUM, I ¥ cama Obl
cripaBwiack. Ho He ycrena 51 Kak cieayeT ceOst HaKpyTUTbh, Kak J[KOPIK MOSBUIICS C OXAITKOU BETOK.
CJOXUB UX B aKKypaTHYIO KYUKY, TapeHb pa3ker OrOHb U XUTPO B3IJISIHY/I HA MEHS:

— Houwm xomonHele, a s He TUIAHUPOBAT 3aMEP3HYTh. [ peTh-TO MeHsI HUKTO He codupaercs! —
BOJIK HE/IOBOJILHO 3aBOpYAJT HA T CJIOBA, KakK Oy/ITO HarloMuHas o ceoe.

— Tonbko ThI, Mo# ApyT! — JIXKOpIXK Movyecas KMBOTHOE 3a YXOM M JJOBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— AMUKO. .. — MpoITenTania s, I8 Ha OTOHb, — €r0 30ByT AMUKO.

Bonk KuBHYJI, IJIsSI/Isl TO HA MEHs, TO Ha MapHsI ¥, IMOJIOKUB TOJIOBY Ha JIAIbl, TOXKE YCTABUJICS
Ha OrOHb.

— Yr0 X, AMUKO 3HAUUT. .. — 3aJyMUYUBO NPOTAHYJ [KOPIXK, a IOTOM BCTPENEHYJICA U HAadasl
PBITBCS B CYMKE.

— Yro ThI Aenaeis? — He BeIAEpKaia 5.

— Bor 3Haems, Amenea, MOXET M XOPOITIO, YTO Thl He cTajia Moel skeHo. C ToOOH ke C TOJIomy
MOHO TIOMEpETh, — CMesICh OTBETUJI MApeHb, JOCTaBas XJieOd 1 BJIEHOE MSICO.

B xuBoTe TpedoBaTebHO 3aypuao, u IKopmk XMbIKHYIL. OTIOMHB JIOMOTH XJie0a, OH IIeIPO
OTpe3all Msica U, MOJIOKUB Ha HEro, MPOTSHYJ MHE:

— Ha, ems! Bee ke xopoIio, 4ro s roiies ¢ TOOOH, XOTh HAKOPMJTIO.

1 ¢ GnaromapHOCTHIO IPUHSTIA ey U KaJHO Havasia KeBaTh, HaOmonas Kak JKopixk moae uics
¢ AMHKO.

— ¥V MeH# ToXke ecTb e/1a, sl POCTO 3a0bla. .. — MBITAJIACh OMPABIATHCS 51, OTKYChIBAs XJieO ¢
msicoM. Kazasnoce, 51 B KM3HM HUUETrO BKYyCHEe He eJia. 3aluB TO BCE TPaBSHLIM YaeM, Mbl YJIETJIUCh
PAABIIIKOM JIPYT C IPYTOM M YCHYJIM TIOJl TPECK KOCTpa M CTPEKOTaHKe Ky3HEUMKOB B TpaBe.

[TpocHynack s OT COTHEYHBIX JIy4el, KOTOpble IPOOUBAIUCH CKBO3b €JIOBbIe BETKH U TaJlajin
npsAMO MHe Ha Juiio. CBeKUi XBOWHBIN 3aMax M BJAKHOCTh TyMaHa HArOJHSUIA CUJIaMU U TIEPBOE,
YTO S YBHUJIENA, KOTJIa OTKPbUIA IJa3a, ObUI BHUMATEIbHBIA TaKOW B3I AMUKO. S omHsIach |,
OIJISIHYBIIIVCH, TTOHSUIA, 4TO [[)KOpmxka HeT.

— UYro ) Jpyr, s MO AejiaM, a Tl CMOTPHU, YTOOBI HAIIIM MPHUIACH HUKTO HE CBOpOBaj! — BOC-
TMOJIb30BABIIIMCH MOMEHTOM, 51 CIIPAaBUJIa BCE HYK/Ibl, YMbLJIACh U BEPHYJACh K1aTh. [IKOPIK MOKa-
3aJics CIyCTs napy MUHYT. OH YJIBIOHYJICS HAM, Pa3MHHAs II1el0:

— Tak cebe HOUKa, KTO O 3HAJI, UTO CIATh HA 3eMJIe TUKO HEYIO0O0HO!

— A 51 TeGe U He TOBOpHIIA, UTO OYJIET JIETKO, MOXET BEPHEIILCS Ceifuac, MoKa elié He CITUITKOM
JAJIEKO OTOUUIN? — 51 OAHSUIACh U CTalla COOPYKaTh HaM MOECTb.

JIKOpIXK YXMBUIBHYJICS M B3sUT U3 MOUX PYK XJieO.

— Her yx, Tb OT MeH$ Tak TipocTo He u3baButbest! [Toreprutio!

MBp1 emé HeMHOTO TTOTOBOPHUIH, MTOKa eJi. [ToToM coOpavch U BBIABUHYJIUCH JAJIBIIE B ITYTh.
OO0orHyB TOpBI, MBI IIUTM HECKOJIBKO JTHEH, ycTpauBasi cebe HOUYHbIE TPUBAILI U HEOOJBINNE Tepe-
JBIIIKYA CPer THS. 3arachl /bl TasIM U HaM HaJo ObUIO UX MOMOMHUTE. He cTpensaTs ke 3aiilieB B
necy! XoTb AMHUKO U He Ope3roBasl OXOTOM, MBI ITOKA JIEPXKAaJIMCh HA TOM, YTO B3sJTH U3 IOMA.

CrycTs s Th JHEW HAIIeTo Iy TH, KOr/a yke He ObLIO CHJI CIIaTh Ha TBEPIOU 3eMJIe, a Paiy TOTO,
YTOOBI TIOMBITBCSI, MOXKHO OBUIO OT/IaTh BCE HA CBETE, MBI JOILIHU IO TOPOIKA.

— Hakownerr-to, monu! — Bergoxuy:1 Jxxopmxk. JIuio ero 3apociio mieTHHOW, a TEHU MO, I1a3aMu
crau ryoxe. Bolock mpeicTaBuTh, Kak BBITIISIKY cervac ... [la, Mbl 00a HyKJIaIUCh B IOJTHOIIEHHOM
cHe 1 oTapixe. [loaTomy, He croBapuBasich, HAIUTM OJIMKANIIUT TPAKTUP U OCTAHOBUJIMCH HA HOYJIET,
YTOOBI IPAKTUIECKU Cpa3y YCIBIIIATh TO, pajJy Yero Mbl YIIUTA U3 AePEBHU. . .
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I'maBa 2

— Koposnb BepHyJcs!

— He moxer 6biTh! TOT cambiii, OraenHbIii? Jla Tl Bperis!

— 41 Te6e 3y0 nmawo! He cipimmat, uro m?

— Huuero He ciblial, a 4to, JeWCTBUTENTHHO MpaBa’?

— Ila, mpocHyJicss U Hu4ero He moMHUT! Jlaxke TO, 4TO OOJIbINE COTHH JIET MPOILIO!

— Bo gena... Yyneca npsmo!..

Sl pa3BepHysach K MyXXYMHAM, KOTOPbIE CHIEIH B TPAKTUPE U TIOTATUBAJIN 3J1b, pa30aBJIsis €ro
CBEKUMM CIUIETHSIMU. J[KOpIK, KaxkeTcsl, He yClblai ux cioB. Ho ¢ HegaBHUX MOp 3TO CI0BO Mpe-
cienoBano MeHs. Kak tonbko crpbinana "Kopone", Bce Tesl0o HAaYMHAIO NOTPSXUBATh B MPEABKYIIE-
Huu. Heyxemu onn o Kupo?

S motsiHyna HUYEro He MOHUMarOIIero JXkopmka K coceiHEMY CTONMKY U MOMPOCKIIa ClIeNaTh
3aKa3, TIOKa cama CHOBa MPUCITYIIMBAIach K MyX4nHaM. [lapeHb XoTes ObUIO CIIPOCUTH B YeM JIEJIO,
HO $1 IIMKHYJIa Ha HEro U cfejaja BUJ YTO PACCMATPUBAI0 YTO-TO B OKHO. My:KUMHBI €I1I€ HEMHOTO
MOBOCTOPTaJIUCh UyJecamMmu, MPOU3OLIESIIINMU B TAIEKOM KOPOJEBCTBE, a TIOTOM COBCEM CMEHWIIU
temy. Kak Ha3/10, OHM HaYaJTK CIIOPUTH O TOM, KTO KOMY TOBOPHT OOJIBIITYIO IPAB/Y U KTO KOMY KOT/a
HaBpas. f, pazoyapoBaHHO B3[OXHYB, MOBEpHYIACh K Apyry. Ham kak pa3 mpuHecnu OpIMsImecs
IJIMHSTHBIE TOPIIIOYKH C MSICOM M OBOIIIAMH, U MBI MOJTYa TTPUHSIIUCH 3a efty. Kora ¢ Heli ObLIo TTOKOH-
4yeHo, JI>KOp/ak JOBOIBHO OTKUHYJICS HA CIIMHKY CTYJIa U CIIPOCHIL:

— Taxk 4TO THI TAM UHTEPECHOTO YyCIbIIIaa?

1 ornsiHyMach, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO HUKTO HAC HE MOACTYIIUBAeT, a [ kopk 3akatui
riasa.

— Amejiea, iepecTalb Tak JEPrarbes, Thl 3K HEe yOUBATh KOPOJIs UAEHIb! — OH XOXOTHYJI, HO MHE
ObLIO He Becesno. XOTeNOCh B3ATh U TPECHYTh IIYTHHUKA JIEPEBSIHHOMN JIOKKOW MO KpacHBOMY JIOy.
Bwmecro storo s nporenrana:

— Te My>XKUMHBI TOBOPUJIM O TOM, YTO MHE MOKa3aja BegpMa! UTo KOposb BEpHYJICS. .. — IIPO-
[IenTasa .

— W... kakum GOKOM K 3TOM Beei uctopruu Te1? OTKya BEpHYJICS XOTh? — paccaadiaeHHO Tpo-
TSIHYJI TTAPEHb.

— C nynst! JIxopmxk, Tl BOOOIIE CITyIIaelllb, YTo s TeOe ToBopio? Mbl MIleM MMEHHO TOrO
kopoJisi! BeITh MOKeT, 9T0 MO# (haBH... — HA MOCJAETHEM CJIOBE MO TOJIOC IPOTHYI 51 U MOCIENTHO
BCTaJIa:

— Taxk, Bce! Thbl Kak Xo4Yelllb, a 51 HOMPOIIY TOPSYYIO JIOXaHb U CIIATh!

[TapeHb noxasn mjiedyamu ¥ ¢ MHTEPECOM Hayall pa3misiibIBaTh MOJOJEHBKYIO MOIABAIBIIIHILY.
Sl XMBIKHYJIa M HAIPaBUJIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY, MO MyTH 33AyMAaBIIKCh: YTO 3HAYUT OrHEHHBIN? DTO
Marus Takas? Y cipocuth-To HE y KOro. ..

OTMOKas B TEIUION BOJIE, 51 9yTh OBUIO HE YCHYJIa, OYKBaJIbHO KyTasch B yIOBOJIbCTBUHU. Ho Boia
Hayasla OCThIBaTh, M MPUIIIOCH OBICTPO BbLIe3aTh. S BeITepach, HaJeaa YMCTYI0 HOUHYIO pyOalliky,
KOTOpYIO B3sla U3 JOMa, M ynaja Ha KpoaTb. [lake jkecTkoe MoCTelbHOe Oefibe He UCIIOPTUIIO
HACTPOEHHUS. 32 MaJIEHbKUM OKOILIKOM PACCEUBAJIMCh ITOCIIEIHUE JTy UM 3aXO/AAIIEro COJTHIA U £, pac-
CJTAOMBIIHChH, OBICTPO YCHYJIA.

[NoyTpy MeHst pa30yauiI TPOMKHIA CTYK B JBEPb.

— Amejiea, BcTaBaii, MOILIH 3aBTpaKaTh! — [IKOPIK ¢ HETEpIIieHUEM B3/I0XHYIT U OoJiee KaIo0HO
nooasui: — Ectb xouercs.

Bot niposkopnuBbiii nonaicst! S yabpOHynach U, KPUKHYB, YTO Ceidvac CITyIyCh, OBICTPO ojie-
nack. [IpocToe MOBCeAHEBHOE TUIAThE OBUIO CJMIITKOM HEYIOOHBIM ISl TAKUX JUTMTETbHBIX MTOXO/IOB.
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FO0ka 1o 1 Aeno nerIsAIach 3a KOMOYKH U CyXylo TpaBy. [ToaToMy s permia cXoauTh Ha PHIHOK U
KYyIUTD IITaHBI Ja MYXCKYyIo pyOaxy. VInTu eie aajneko, a Tak OyaeT ropasao yaooHee.

CoOpas Bem, 51 He 0e3 cCoKaJeHus1 TOKMHY/Ia KOMHATy. [KOpIK K/1ajl MeHsI BHU3Y U O YeM-
TO BECEJIO PA3roBapyBajl C BUEPATHEN MOJABAIBIIUIICH.

"He TOJNBKO MPOKOPIMBBIN. .." — B3JOXHY/A S U ycesnach 3a CBOOOMHBIN cTOM. Ipyr momomen
MpakThyecku cpa3dy. OKMHYB MEHsS1 XUTPbIM B3IVISAOM, OH 3aKa3ajl HaM 3aBTpak U pacruiatuics. 5
Havasa ObUJIO HaCTaMBaTh, YTO 3aIuiavy 3a ceOsi cama, HO mapeHb ObLT HerpekyioHeH. Hy uto x, He ¢
MOUWMH T'POIIaMH OTKa3bIBAaThCS OT TAKMX MpeuiokeHni. Tem Oosee HyKHO ellle KyIUTh Oek Y.

— JIKOpaK, 3aiiIeM Ha PhIHOK, HY’KHO KO€-4TO KyNHUTh? — MOMHTEpECcoBaJIach s, MOAOJBUras
K ceOe 3aBTpakK.

— Ha 6e3 mpodnem! XOTh MOCMOTPUM, KakK JIIOIU KUBYT B MUpe! — apeHb novecan OpoBb U
MPUCTYIWI K eJIE.

4 ke pemmia pa30aBUTh THIIMHY U CIIPOCKIIA TIEPBOE, UTO MPUIILIO HA YM:

— Hy uro, yxe co Bcemu nepesHakommiicsi? Kak HOub? — UTpUBO Cripocuiia s, 3a4eprbiBasi
Kauty.

—Ox, Amenea, 51 K He ITPOCTO TaK 3aUTPhIBAIO C MECTHBIMU KpacoTkamu ! He 1yist ce6s1 crapaioch,
TaK cKazarh! — XUTPO IMOAMUTHYJI MHE OpPYT, — BOT, K IIPUMEPY, ITOKa ThHI CliaJia, 4 YK€ MHOI'O 4€ro
y3Ha!

— Hanpumep?

— IIpo Koposist TBOETO y3HAJI. .. — CKa3al U CTaJl HAPOUHO MEIJICHHO jKeBaTh KYCOK XJiea.

— Tak uro y3Han-to? ['oBopH yxe! — He Bbiiepkaiia s1. Hy 3auem apa3HuTh?

— A T10, yTO 310 npasna! IIpokaATHIA CTO JIET Ha3aja KOpoib cervac BepHyicsa. OH Bce 31O
BpeMs CriaJl, oKa Utk OuTBHI 3a mipecton! Kotopble, KcTaTu, ObLIM BeChbMa KECTOKME U He BCeraa
yecTHble. HO roBOpsAT, 4TO OH OBUT OYEHb CHITBHBIN U MyIpbiii. MHOTIHE 5K/1a/11 ero BO3BpalieHusl.

Ot pacckaza JIxxopmka y MeHs MOIUIM MypallKy Mo Koxe. 3HauuT npasaa? Kakue miaHchl,
4yTO 3T0 U ecTh Kupo? XoTsl o OnrcaHuio O4eHb MOXOK. . .

— A 410, eciii OH MeHs He y3Haet? Uto s Oyay aenats? Kak BooOie MOKHO MOMOYb YeJIOBEKY,
CMACTH €ro, Korja He 3Haelllb POBHBIM CUYETOM HUYEro? — HaXMYPHUBIIUCH, SI YCTABUJIACh B TApeJIKy.
ANIeTUT mporna.

— Hy, emé mMHe ckazanu, 4To OH Bce 3a0bU1, T03TOMY Tebe npuaercs. .. TouHee, HaM MPUIETCS
MpUAyMaTh KaKOK-TO T1aH. Bpsin in oH TeOst BCHOMHUT. [[J1s1 HEero Thl OKaXelbest O4epeJHON OXOT-
HUIIEH 32 OOraTCTBOM M TUTYJIOM. — §l OTKpbUIa POT OT YAMBJIEHUS, a Belb OH IpaB!

JIKOopImK mourpat OpoBSIMH U 100ABUIT:

— Koposnb-10 y Hac cBOGOEH OT y3 Opaka, a TyT Thi!

Sl ax monepxHynach, HO MAPHS 3TO TOJIBKO MOBECEJINIIO.

— Hy a uto ThI AyM™maeliib, Thl OIHA UAEITH B KOPOJEBCTBO, Y3HAB, UTO KOPOJb MpocHycs? OX,
Awmenea, TpyaHO ObITh TAKOW HAUBHOM?

— Ho s He cobupatock Ha Hero Bemartbcsi! § ke crmacTu ero xouy! — BbInayiuia .

— Turre, cMOTpHY Kak pacKpuyaiach, a ele Buepa 0osiach r1as3a MogHATh, KOra 00CyKIaIn
KOpOJIA. ..

Sl Bckoumsia, He B CUJIaX YCUIETh Ha MECTe:

— JlagHO, oM, AMHUKO YK€ 3aK/1aJICs, @ HaM elle 3a OJEKA0i HyKHO CXOAUTb.

JIKOpIDK yIMBHJICS, 3a4eM 3TO MHE OIek/a, HO 51 He CTajia BAaBaThbcsl B moapoOHocTu. OH
MOXKaJI 1IJI€4aMU U Mbl, IIOJXBATUB CBOU CYMKH, BBIIJIA HA YJIUILY.

Bo3myx ObUT JOBOJIBHO CBEXMI M COJHIIE HE MAJIIIO Tak, Kak y Hac. Bce ke Mbl yxke Jajieko
yIUTH Ha ceBep. S B3MIsAHYya Ha HeOO M 3agymaiach: MokeT rmoBe3eT U yBUaAuMM cHer? § untana
CKa3Ku 00 3TOM 4yjie, HO HUKOI/IA Jake He MeuTasla YBUIETh CBOMMHU IJIa3aMH. ..

Bce xe ObuIO IEHCTBUTETBHO MHTEPECHO TIOCMOTPETh, KaK XKUBYT JIIOAU B APYTUX rOpoAax M
ACPCBHAX. KOF)Ia-TO JaBHO, KaK 6YIITO B HpOHIJ]OIjI JKU3HU, A 3aAyMbIBAJIACb O TOM, YTO MCHA KICT
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BIIepeI ¥ TOCKOBaJIa. [ pycTriia o ToM, 4TO Tak U MPOKUBY B CBOEH JiepeBHE, HUUero He yBuaes. Ho
BOT 51 3[IECh, B 1aJIEKOM T'OpPOJIKE Ha CeBEpe, a BIIEPE/IH ellle AJIMHHBIA MyTh U MHOTO MPUKJIIOYESHUI.
Panoctb y3Hath 4T0-TO HOBOE, OYJOpaKMIIa, HO 11eJb, C KOTOPOH 51 OTIPABUJIACH B Iy TELIECTBUE, BCE
ke Opasa BepX HajJ MOUMH YyBCTBAMHU.

MBbI IPUILIA HA PHIHOK M MEPerIsSHYJINCh. 31eCh ObLIO I0BOJIBHO MHTEPECHO. MHOTO Mmocyis,
3epKasl M TKaHel. [ e-To cOOKy mpomaBaiy CHelyu, ¥ HeoObIUHbIH 3amax mekoTan Hoc. Ot pas-
HOOOpa3usl IBETOB M 3allaxOB Havajla KPYKHUThCS rojioBa. M 51 pacTepsiHHO cTajia MoCcpean JOPOTH.
JIKOpIDK yBHIET MOE 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO U MOTSAHYJI K JIaBKe ¢ ofiexaoi. S Obuia emy Omarogapna. Bee
K€ XOPOIIIO, YTO OH TIOIIIEeNI CO MHOH, 0e3 Hero OblJI0 Obl HAMHOTO TpYIHEE.

[Non yauBieHHBIN B3MIIsA MApHS s BRIOpasia MyKCKHe ITaHbl U pydaxy. OH-TO OXHIaI, YTO
sl BO3bMY Tapy IUIaTheB noterviee. [Ipunuiock OpaTh cOBCEM MasleHbKUE, TOYTH JAETCKUE BEIIH, TaK
KaK BCE B3pOCIIoe OO0 MHE CIIMIIKOM BeJTMKO. OINpeAeMBIINCH C BHIOOPOM, MBI CIIOKWIIN MTOKYTTKH
¥ TIOILIM JJaJTbilie. 3aKyMuB ellie HEMHOTO ITPOAYKTOB B JOPOTY, MBI HAITPABWJIUChH Ha CEBED, TYa, I1e
TI0 paccKa3aM MECTHBIX CTApOXHUJIOB, HAXOAUTCS 3aMOK orHeHHoro Koposs. ITyTs cTosin HeOnm3Kuii,
Y HY)XHO OBUIO 10 TEMHOTHI YCIIETh JOMTH XOTs1 OBl IO KaKoi-To nepeBHU. Ham 06orM He yabidanoch
crath Ha 3emie B Jiecy. Tem Oonee B 3THX Kpasix rmorofa Obuia TOXyKe, YeM y Hac, 1 HOUM CTOSUIA
YK COBCEM XOJIOHBIE.

Koraa mbl BBIIIIM U3 IEPEBHU, TO YKe Yepe3 4ac CHOBA OKA3aJIUCh B Jiecy. AMHKO MOKa He
TOSIBJISUICS, HO $1 3HaJIa, UTO OH TJIe-TO HeAasieKo. BhicTpo mepeoaeBtch 3a MBIITHBIM OPEITHUKOM,
s BBIILIA K JDKOPIKY B MYXKCKOM OOIMYNY.

ToT ocMOTpeI MeHsI C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI M XOXOTHYJT:

— ThI pemmmna STUM MOKOPUTH KOPOJISi? — OH OKMHYJI MEHsI CHUCXOIUTENIbHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

— He roBopu epyHapi! D10 uT0OBI y0OHEE ObUTO UATH! — S POIILIA MHUMO HErO, HEMPUBBIYHO
mypia pykaBamu pyoaxu. LTaHbl ke OKa3aMch HEMHOTO TECHBI M OT TOr0 OOJNerajii MO HOTH
CJIVILIIKOM TECHO. MOXET 1 BBIIVISIENO 3TO HE COBCEM MPUIIMYHO, HO MHE OBUIO BCE PABHO.

JIKOPIK TOTHAJI MEHS M YJIbIOHYJICS:

— Ecnui Obl THI HE TIOBEpHYJIaCh KO MHE 33/I0M, sl Obl TOYHO MOT CITyTaTh Tebs ¢ mapHem. [1pe-
KpacHbie popmbl, Amenea! UyBCTBYIO OHM Terepb MHE JOJITO OYIyT CHUTHCS. . .

Sl XMypo MmocMoTpena Ha TapHs, ¥ pellwia Bce ke HaAeTh IUIalll, YTOObl CKPHITh TO CaMoe
MECTO, KOTOpPOE BbIIaeT BO MHe JieByIIKY. CoOpaB BOJIOCHI, 1 CIIPsATANa UX MO/, KAMIOIIOH U JOBOJIBHO
YIBIOHYJIACh:

— Tak myyiue?

— He ckazau 6b1! Ho Tak st XoTs1 Obl He Oy/1y OTBJIEKAThCSI OT JOPOTH U HE CBATIOCH B OJIMKANIITYIO
KaHaBy! — XUTPO YXMBUIbHYJICS [[KOpIK.

A paccmestnack. OH ymesn HOOHATh HACTPOEGHUE, Jake TAKUMH HECHOCHBIMU ITyTOuKamu. MHo-
712 He IOHUMAJIa, Yero 51 X0uy OOJIbIIIe: pACCMESThCSl BMECTE C HUM WJIM CTYKHYTb.

— Jla, mTaHbl TECHOBATHI, HO 1aXke TaKUe OHU HAMHOTO yIOOHee CaMoi KPacHBO 100KH.

— Amenea, Tl XOTh MEIIIOK Ha/IeHb, BCE PAaBHO KpacaBHIla! — KaK-TO TPYCTHO CKa3aJl MapeHb,
a s MOKpacHea.

UroObl OTBJIEUBCS, ST OTJISAEIIACh U 3aMETHIIA, UTO U JIeC 3/1eCh ObLT Kakou-To apyrou. [Tacmyp-
HBI ¥ HeNMpUBETIUBbIA. TuiHa HaBoaMna yxac. [Touemy sxe Tak Tuxo? Hu NTHIl HE CIBIIIHO, HU
3Bepeil. I mocMoTpena Ha Jxopmka 1 3aBesia pa3roBOp B MOIBITKE U30aBUTHCS OT HABS3YUBOTO YyB-
CTBA, YTO 32 HAMU CJIE/ISIT.

— Y10 THI CKa3aJ POOUTEIISIM, KOT/IAa YXOIUII?

JIKOPIDK KUHYJT HA MEHSI HAXMYPEHHbIH B3I/

— Ckazau, 4To Uy UcKaTh cBOW cynbOy! UTo 311ech, B iepeBHe, s He BUKY 1Uist ceOs1 Oyayiero!

— Oro, 1 KaK OHHU 3TO BOCIIPUHSUIN? — yIUBUIIACH 1.

— la mo-pa3nomy. OTelr coryiacuiicsi ¢ MOMM pellieHreM. Mama cHavyasia Moruiakasa, HO oTOM
cKkpensi cepatie oTnyctuia. OHU y MEHsI XOpOIIIHE. ...
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— Ha, s 3Haio. ..

TuirHa CHOBA HaKpbUIA HAC T'YCTHIM MOJIOTOM, U TOJIBKO IIYMSIIME BEPXYIIKHU AEPEBLEB Pa3-
OaBJIsUIM Hallle MOTYaHue. Bckope 1 yclibliasa CBUCT U, He TIOHUMast, YTO TIPOMCXOJIUT, BBIHYJIA JIYK,
HO ObUTO M031HO. Hac co Bcex cTopoH cranu oOctynath pasooiHuku. Kpyr cyxaics, a s He 3HaJia B
KOTO CTPeJIsITh, X ObLIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO. MBI ¢ [I)KOpAKeM CTaay ClIMHAMU JIPYT K JPYTy, TOTOBBIE
710 KOHI[a CPakkaThCsl 3a CBOIO KU3Hb, HO 00a MOHUMAJIH, YTO, CKOpee BCEro, HaM He BBHICTOSITh.
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I'nmaBa 3

— Kro Takue? — pazngascst rpyObiil rojoc npeBoauTes.

CrnivHa [I)xopaska Hanpsriach U OH, HE 1aB MHE JaKe CJI0Ba CKa3aTh, OTBETHIL:

— IIpocro nytHuKHM. IEM BOT € IpyromMm B KOPOJIEBCTBO, MIOCMOTPETh Ha KOPOJIsL, KOTOPBIA
BepHyJics. — Ha clioBe «1pyr» OH czena akIieHT, CKopee BCero JIisl MeHsl, YTOObI 1 ceOs1 He Bblaasa.

Sl mopajoBanace, 4TO Tak MPEAYCMOTPUTENBHO Mepeodesack B MyXKCKylo oaexay. Bee xe,
cpeny pa30OMHUKOB MPAKTUYECKU BCE MYKUUHBI, M KTO 3HAET, KaKUe MBICIU Y HUX BOZHUKHYT
MIpY BUJE MOJIOIOW JIEBYIIKU. $1 3aMeTniIa TOJIbKO OAHY AEBYIIKY B MX KOMIIaHUM. PbikeBosocas u
MaJIeHbKas1, OHa BBIIJIsSIZENIa, KaK MaJIeHbKasi (pest, pa3Be UTo I71a3a CBEpPKaJIU 3JIOCTHIO TaK, UTO s ObI
no0osiIack BCTYNAaTh C HEM B CXBATKY. YK JIyUIlle CO 3/I0POBSIKOM, KOTOPBIH cefiyac K Ham oOpaliaics.

— BpI 3a0panuch Ha Haiy Tepputopuio! [TosToMy BhIBOpauMBaiiTe CBOM KapMaHbl U €CITU TaM
HaOepeTCsi TOCTATOYHO MOHET, TO MOXKET YiIeTe OT HAC KUBBIMMU.

S 3ampoxkaiia OT 3TUX CJIOB, HO [IKOpakK, KaxeTcs, He BUAEA B HUX HUYEro crpamHoro. OH
YIABIOHYJICS U CKa3aJ:

— Tak Het y Hac HUYero, caMuM Obl KTO TIOAKUHYJI IeHbKAT. ENIbI TOJIbKO HEMHOTO J1a OfIeK/1a
crapasi! — OH CTpeJIbHYJI I71a3aMK Ha PHUKYIO U eIIE mupe YabIOHy/Ics. Ta MUTOM BCIIBIXHYJIA U TIPH-
urypwiack. OX, XUTPBIM JIUC, 3HAET, KAK JIEBYLIKM HA HEro pearupywor. M ceiyac Ham 3TO TOJBKO
Ha PYKY.

— A 3TO MBI celyac NOCMOTPHM, €CTh Y BaC YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE ISl HAC WJIM HET! — 310pOBSIK
00OIIIeJT IO KPYTY U OCTAaHOBWJICSI HATIPOTHB MeHs1. — Thl ObI OIyCTHJI JIYK, TAPEHEK, a TO TOPAHUIIIBCS.

S HexoT4 nociyanach, Belb BCE paBHO HaM BBOEM HE BBICTOSITh IIPOTUB TOJIIIBI MYKUUH. A
APa3HUTH 3Bepsi ObLIO TIIYTIO.

I'naBapp TeM BpeMeHeM BHUMATEIbHO BCMOTPEJICS B MO€ JIMIIO U, ITPULLY PUBIIKCH, PE3KO CKU-
HYJI MOHM KalooH. BoJoCk! ITMHHBIMU CBETJIBIMU JIOKOHAMM PACCHIIAIUCH T10 IJIeYaM, U My)KUMHA
JOBOJIBHO YXMBUIbHYJICS:

— A k10 y Hac TyT? XOpOIlIeHbKast JEBYOHKA! — OH OCKaJIWIICSA:

— Jla em€ ¢ Takoy KoXkel: CBETJION M HEeXKHOU — BCe Kak MHe HpaBUTCs! Y MeHs elE He ObLIo
TaKMX MPUHIIeCC! — 3aCMeslyICs OH, TMIOTEPEB PhIKYI0 Oopomy, a JIKOpIK 3ammriet:

— Tonbko TpoHB €€, YepToB yOITOIOK !

— W 410 THI MHE clienaenib? — BhIITAIAJ PhIKHIA.

Mexay My:KYMHaMU 3aBs3aJ1aCh 3pUTENIbHASA NIEPETaKa, Ipo3sias BOT-BOT MIEPEUTH B PYKO-
naniHyo. Pa300MHUKN BOKPYr HA4YajlW TPO3HO UTO-TO BBHIKPUKUBATh, Pa303JICHHBIC BI3BIBAIOIIIEH
(dpazoit 1pyra, HO Oe3 pa3pelleHus IJ1aBapst He PelaIuch KUHYThCS B OOM.

Sl 3acTbuia, CyqOpOKHO IPULYMBIBasi YTO Aearh. MyKunHa HAIPOTUB BO3BBIILAJICS HAJI0O MHON
rosioBbl Ha Age. [llupokue miedn u OCcTphlid B3MJISLT TOBOPWIM O HEM, KaK O YeJIOBEKE JOCTATOYHO
x€ctkoM. Kakue manch coexars? Jla mouT HUKaKMX. 3HAUUT HAJI0 IOTOBOPUTHCSI.

— MBbI HUUEro BaM He CMOKEM J1aTh, YTO Bbl OT HAC XOTUTE? — 1 MBITAJIACh OTBJIEUb PbIKETO Ha
ceOs1, 9YTOOBI OHM HE CLENUINCh ¢ [[KopmkeM, U My KUMHA HEXOTS MepeBe B3IJIsL:

— Kpacorka xoder 4to-T10 cKa3aTh?

— Ha, xouy! — g HarpaBuJIa JIyK Ha JIEBYOHKY, KOTOpasi BMUI 3aCThbUIA U MPOIIHUIIENA:

— Ecim BBl TpoHETe Hac — g BbicTpemo! MHe tepsaTh Heuero! CTOWUT i TBOE MUHYTHOE YIO-
BOJIBCTBHE JKM3HU OJHOU M3 Bac?

Porkuid rpoMKo 3acMestics, HO B IJIa3ax MOSIBUJICS OTOHEK MHTepeca:

— Tak yk 1 MUHYTHOE? DTO Thl MEH €IllIE He 3Haellb. .. Hy Xopoio, MHe HpaBATCs cMenbie!
[pennaraio Mokazarh, Ha YTO Tl CIIOCOOHA, KpoMe Tyrnoro GaxBayibcTBa! JJokaxku CBOM CJIOBa eH-
CTBUSAMH!

— Yro Tl MMeelIb B BUy? — IOMHTEPECOBAJIACH 51, HE OITyCKas JIYK.
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My>X4rHa XUTPO YJIBIOHYJICS U TIONO3BAJ MApHS U3 OKPYKAIOIIEH HAC TOJIIHL.

— Bot, Apoc, oH JIyuIuii Ty4HUK U3 BCEX, KOro s 3Hai0. CMOXeIlb 0ObITpaTh €ro B CTpesiboe
— 1 Bbl CBOOOZIHBI. A HET... — PhUKUI 00OIIIEN MEHsI 1 HAMOTAJ IPsiAb MOKMX BOJIOC Ha MaJel, — TOraa
MpUJETCS MOJAPUTh MHE, KaK Thl CKa3ajla, MUHYTHOE y/IOBOJIbCTBUE.

— 4 cornacHa! — He pa3ymbIBasi KUBHYJA f1.

— Ameniea, Het! — nipopbryait Jxopmx.

41 obGepHyach K HEMy U MOJIOKIJIA PYKY Ha €ro IJieyo.

— He nepexuBaii, Bce Oynet xopoiio! Bepb B MeHs1! — s MOAMUTHYJIA TIAPHIO, ¥ MBI C APOCOM,
HE CrOBAapUBasiCh, OTOIIH JIPYT OT JApyra. BeiOpaB MuIlieHb B BUJe MaJIEHbKOW 3a3yOpUHBI HA KOpe
AepeBa, Mbl PUTOTOBMIIM CTPEJTHI M 0OCy i nipaBmia. [1o Tpu BeicTpena KaxkaoMy. ToT, KTO mora-
aeT OnKe K HEHTPY BCe TPH pa3a — OCTAHETCs TOOeIUTENIEM.

[lepBbiM BbicTpenui Apoc, U, IONaB MPsMO B 1IeJTb, 3aCTaBUJI MEHs 3aHepBHUYATh. UT0, eciu 5
He cmory? Ho, 3aKkphiB 1J1a3a, 51 BCIOMHUIIA Bee, yemy yuni MeHs Kupo. A emg kak-T1o camu mo cede
B MaMSTH BCIUTBLUM cioBa Ppena, KOTOPbIA TOBOPHJI, UTO JYK Y MeHsI HEOOBIYHBII. UTO OH MOXKET
3aIlIMIIaTh CBOETO XO3siMHA Onarofapsi CMMBOJIAM, YTO HA HEM M300pakeHbl. §1 HEKHO Moriaguia
Opy:Kue, IIpecTaBisis, Kak (paBH BbIPE3aJl €ro CIeMaIbHO AJIs1 MEHs, U UyTh He 3aruiakaia. Kak xe
s 110 HeMY CcKy4awo... OT pa3IyMuil OTBJIEK T'OJIOC MPEIBOJUTENS:

— Hy dro, kpacotka, 3agymanacs? Vi MoxkeT xouelib caaTbes?

— Hy yx ner!

4l oToli1a U crienana yrnop npaBoil Horoil. BbIIOXHYB, 51 OTIYCTHIIA CTPEITy, M OHA IoMajla TOUHO
B LIEJIb.

Kaxercs1, 1 ycrpliiana noiHei oOnerdeHus B3aox Jxopmxka. begHslid, moceaeer co MHOM.

Bropoii BeicTpenn Apoca Takske nornas B LIEHTP, a S — BCEro Ha JI0MM JIEBEE, YTO BBI3BAJIO Y
Pa30OMHUKOB TPOMKOE JIMKOBaHUe, a y JIKopaka JErKyI0 UCTEPUKY.

Tpetuii BoIcTpen Apoc caesai He IJIsis, ¥ MHE Jake He Hy)KHO ObLJIO CMOTPETb, 51 U TaK 3HAJIA,
YTO OH CHOBA MOMAJI B I1eJ1b. YCIIbIIIAJIa MO BO3acaM ero apyseit. Crienus 3yObl, s1 HATSHY/IA TETUBY
U cocpeioToumniiack. JIKOpk, Kaxercsl, Ha4ajl MOJIMTbCS, @ PbUKUM 3710paJAHO MOTUPAJT PYKH.

TyT HEOKMIAHHO U3 Jieca BbIe] AMUKO, Y TIOJ YAUBJIEHHBIE B3IJIs1/Ibl HAITPABUJICS KO MHE. Bece
3aCTbUIM, HE 3Has, YTO MPENIPUHSATH, HO BUAEJH, YTO BOJIK HACTPOEH HearpeccuBHO. OH MOJOIIEN
KO MHE ¥ MPUCIIOHIICS TETUTHIM OOKOM K Moeid Hore. $1 ybIOHy1ach 1 TIOTpernas ero 3a XoJKy. DTo
MIPUJAJI0 MHE YBEPEHHOCTH.

BrigoxHYB, 51 IpUHSJIa HyKHOE NIOJIOKEHUE U oTIycTiIa TeTuBy. CTpera rnomnajia TOYHO B LIEb,
packosyioB cTpeny Apoca mnomnonaM. Ha mur Bce 3amoiyaiy, a MoToM HayaluCh HACTOSIILIME Tepe-
nayku. Cutyanusi, AeACTBUTENBHO, OblTa ABOsIKast. MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO MbI BHICTPEJIHIIN OMHAKOBO,
HO TIOCTIE/IHEE CJIOBO BCE K€ OBbLIO 32 PHIKUM IJIaBAPEM.

— UYro X, KpacoTKa, CTpeJisielllb Thl U BIIPSMb HETJIOXO, HO BCE ke He 0O0OrHaa Halero Apoca.
[ToatomMy ¢ Moeii CTOpOHBI OyIeT Hepa3yMHO CTABUTh CBOM MHTEPECHI BHIIIIE UHTEPECOB MOMX JIIOJIEH, —
OH OIVISIHYJICS Ha CBOMX JIpy3ed W Te OfI0OPUTENBbHO 3aryfesid, — a 3HAUUT, Thl MOWIEIIb C HAMH.
Byzenis momorars Ham B HallleM HEJIETKOM Jiesie, U 51 TeOsi He TPOHY, €C/IM caMa, KOHEYHO, He 3aX0-
yellb! — OH ¢ Ha/IeXKJIOW MOCMOTPE Ha MeHsl, a 51 (PhIPKHYIIA.

— He nymaio!

— Hy 310 MBI MOCMOTPUM, BIPYT Pa3IIUILIb BO MHE CUJIBHOTO M CMEJIOIO... — OH 3amMoIyall
1 miovecas 6bopomy:

— A BOT 4TO fie1ath ¢ 3TuM? — KUBHYJ OH Ha J[>Kopaka. AMUKO MOIOIMIEN K MAPHIO U 3apblyaj
Ha PBLKETO.

— 3anmTHUK Bami? XOpoImid 3Bepb, OMaropoaHslii! — BbIga riaaBaps. Ho AMUKO HHMKak He
OTpearupoBaj Ha ero roxasaiy.

MyxurHa CHOBa TepeBesl B3IV Ha MapHs, pa3aymbiBasi, HO TYT BbIILIA MUHUATIOPHAS
JEBYILKA ¥ TPO3HO 3asBUJIA!
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— Poric! XBarur nyrars ux! I[lycts npucoeaunsorcs: k Ham BaBoéM! Tounee BTpoém! — oHa ¢
MHTEPECOM 3bIpKHYIA Ha JIKopmka 1 ObICTPO OTBEPHYJIACh K MYKYMHE, — JIOCTATOYHO MPE/ICTaBIIe-
Hui! Hawm erie rocreii Bctpevars U B IEpEBHIO BO3BpaIaThCs!

Poiic mociyniiHo KUBHYI ¥ ¢ POOKOH YIBIOKOM 0OpaTHIICS K HaM:

— Cecrpa Mos1, Anuka! OX yX 9TH KEHIIUHBI. .. — C I0caloi OYPKHYJI PbUKUI M Havasl npe-
CTaBJISATh HaM KaXJOro 4jeHa WX pa3OOMHOWU ceMbU. BbIIo BUIHO, YTO 3Ta MajieHbKas AEBYIIKa
KPEINKOo B KyJlake JepKHUT UX mpeaBoautens 3a dopony. Kpome He€, mo-BUAMMOMY, OH HUKOTO He
CJTyLIaeT.

[To3HaKOMMBIIKICH CO BCEMH, MBI OTITPABMJIMCH Ha 33/1aHKe. §1 He 3Hal0, YTO OT HAC MOTpedyIoT,
HO BbIOOpa 0c000 He Ob10. HykHO 1moKa 0CcTaThCsi, a IOTOM YJITy4UTh MOMEHT U cOeXaThb. MBI IIJIH 110
TPONMHKE B HEM3BECTHOM HarpapjieHnH. Briepenu maran Poiic ¢ TpeMst My:KUnHaMU, PSIIOM C HAMH
ceMeHn1a AJIMKa, 3aMbIKaJIM [IIECTBUE €1lle YeTBEPO MYKUMH i1 TOro, YToObl Mbl He yoesxkanu. [To
nyTH JKOPIK MOTYaII, HO KaK TOJIBKO MBI OCTATUCH OJHU, IIEMOTOM BB

— Amenea, Hy)xHO Oexats! JlaBail HOUBIO, KOT/Ia BCE JIATYT CHATh?

41 kuBHyna. Ho MblI e111ié He 3HaJIM, YTO HOYaMH Hallld HOBbIE 3HAKOMBbIE 3aHIMAIOTCSI IpabekoMm,
a BOT CIIaTh JIOXKATCS TOJIBKO TOJ YTPO. DTo ele Oofblie 3aTpyaHsuto Ham nooer. Kaxercs, Anmka
yCIIbIIIIaJIa HAall pa3roBOP U XUTPO YJIBIOHYJIACK:

— He criermire yoerath, MOXeT BaM elrie oHpaButcs! Y Hac ObIBaeT JOBOJIBHO Beceio!

— Mp1 3ameTrii. .. — mpoOypuana si, BCOMUHAsI yrpo3bl ot Porica.

JleByIiIka 3BOHKO paccMesiiach 1 yKe MOTHIIIe cKa3asa:

— Bpar tonbko ¢ Buay Takoii rposHsiil. Ha camom aene B ayie oH janouka. [ToBepb MHe, OH
elle HU OfIHY JIeBYIIIKY He oouen. 1 1ebs He ctas Obl Tporats. Ho Hato ke eMy Kak-To MoAAepkKuBaTh
00eBoIi IyX B KOMaH/IE.

VYenpimas 310, 1 HeMHoro onemnia. Hy pas ero cectpa Tak rOBOPHUT, TO MOXKET I€CTBUTEIBHO
HE BCE TaK IJIOXO.

— Tak BBl JEWCTBUTENIBHO HJETE MOCMOTPETh HAa KOpoJisA? — OHA CTpeNbHYNA SIPKO-3eN1é-
HBIMH I71a3aMH CHa4ajia Ha MeHs, a moToM Ha JIopmxka, — Hy JIaiHO, AMeziea MOXKET UMETh KaKue-
TO HAJCK/Ibl HA HEro, Kak U TOJIOBMHA KOPOJIEBCTBA, HY a Thl, [[xopmxk? 3aueM TeOe 3TO HYKHO?

JIKOPIK TOXKAJ TIeYaMH M OTBETHJT €/ UTPUBBIM TOHOM:

— Tak 310 HEe AMmenea, TO 51 XOUy YBUJIETh €r0, BIIOOMIICS TPOCTO, YTO HU €CTh, HA CHaTh HE
mory!

JleByIiIka 3acMesiach, M s He CMOIJIa CIEpKaTh YJIbIOKH.

— He 3Hana, 4to TH y Hac 1Mo MaJibuMKaM! — CKBO3b CMeX CKazasia AJIMKA.

Jlpyr uIIb MoTya moKavyasi roJIOBOM, BHUMATEIBHO pas3riisabiBasi HOBYIO 3HaKOMY0. OT Takoro
B3IJISI/Ia IEBYILIKA BCIIBIXHYJIA, U, 33J]paB HOCHK, OTBEPHYJIACh.

TeMm BpeMeHeM MbI JIOLIUM [0 pa3BeTBJICHUs TPONMHKU. B jiecy Hauano cmepkatbest u Poiic
paszaj BceM yKa3aHusl.

— Tak, Bcem 1o Mectam! AJMKa, Tl TPUIJISAbIBACIID 32 HAIIUMUA HOBBIMHU APY3bsIMH, YTOOBI
HE BBITBOPWJIM Y€ro, — OH IJISIHYJI Ha MEHSI M XUTPO TMPHIILY PUJICS:

— MoxHoO faxe MoMoyb, €CJy JIyYHHIIA 3aX0UeT.

S ppiprHYNIa ¥ OTBEpHYNIAch. My KUKMHA JIIIIb XMBIKHYJI ¥ MAXHYJI PYKOH, YTOOBI BCE 3aHUMAJIH
cBoM To3ui. Ml ¢ JIxopmkeM u AJTUKOW B30OpaMCh Ha TBIITHOE PACKUAKMCTOE JIEPEBO C OYCHb
[JIaIKKUM CTBOJIOM. EJie MOQHSIBIINUCH, 51 CKOJIB3MIIA TIOOIIBAMH 110 BETKaM U HE cpa3y cMoIJIa ylie-
muThes. Y Anvku v JIKopka Bee BBIIIUIO HAMHOTO ObIcTpee. A s ellé pa3 MopagoBajiach 4To Ha MHE
IITaHBbl, a He 100Ka, ¥ TOJIBKO celvac 3aMeTuIa, YTo AJIMKa TOXe HOCUT OPIOKH C TYHUKOM, U CBEPXY
HAKUbIBAET TOHKMH I1ai. TobKO MITaHsl y Hee MeHee 00OJeraonue.

MBbI cTanu kJIaTh TOCTeH, O KOTOPHIX Mpeaynpeskaan Poiic, a MeHs Hayajao MeJKO MOTPsIXU-
BaTh. UTO, eciy mpHUaeTcs Aenarh YTo-To yxkacHoe? Boxe, Hy KOHEYHO NPUIETCS, OHU ke pa30oii-
HUKHU. HyXHO ckopee npuaymarh, Kak yoexats. [Toka st gymana, [xopak v AnvKa ImernoToM Hayasu
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MNEPEIajKy M3-3a Toro, 4T1o, o MHEHUIO ACBYUIKH, TOT CCJI TaK, YTO C JOPOIrv €ro BUIHO. HapﬂHb
e JIoKas3biBasl oOparHoe. $1 3amMeTnsIa MpUOIMKAIOMIMXCS KEeHIIMH U IIUKHYJIA HA TTAPOYKY. AJIMKa
IIPOCJIEANIIA 32 MOMM B3IVIAIOM U MaxXHYJIa PyKOU:

— ITO0 MecTHBIE, Mbl k€M He uX. 1o ciyxam, 3/1€ech CKOPO JOJIKHBI OSIBUTHCS IOMELMKHY U3
aepeBHH. BoT ux To MbI U OyaeM rpadbuTh! — IeBYIIIKA 37I0paHO YXMBUIBHYJIACK, A 51 YIUBHUJIACH:

— A pa3Be COBECTh BaC He My4aeT — rpadUTh HEBUHHBIX JIIOJCH?

— HeBuHHBIX? — [ieByIIKa (PbIPKHYJIA, HO HE yCIesla OHa MPOJOIKUTh (ppasy, Kak U3-3a IOBO-
poTta nokaszascs skunax. OH JIMX0 NOAHKUMAIT JOPOKHYIO MMbLIb ¥ MYAJICS IIPSMO Ha CIIOKOWMHO UY-
IIMX KEHIIMH. B /107110 MrHOBEHMS $1 OLEHWJA, YTO JIaXke MPU BCEM JKEIaHUM Kydyep He CyMeeT
BOBPEMsI OCTAaHOBUTD KojiecHHIly. Ho MeHs yauBuIIO, 4TO OH jAaxe He nbITajcs. [Jo Hu4ero He 3ame-
YaloIMX KEHILIMH OCTaBaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO METPOB.

VY MeHs B IpyaM BCe 3aKJIOKOTaJIO OT 3710cTH. [la uto oH cebGe mo3ponser? He otnaBas cebe
OT4€Ta, 1 MUTOM JOCTajla CTpeNy W, MPHIEIUBIINCH, HAOMOAaMa, Kak ObICTPO MPUOIMKAIOIASICS
MOBO3Ka Jj0e3kaeT Jo Haulero yKpbitus. He ciblina Boruieit [Ixopaxa o TOM, 4TO HY)KHO OCTaHO-
BUTHCS, 51 OTITYCTHJIA TETUBY M TIOMaja MpsMO IO KOMbITa OHOM U3 siomajei. Ta BcTaia Ha AbIObI
1, TPOMKO 3ap:kaB, OCTaHOBMWJIach. Kyuep BbIpyrajscs, a 10 MeHs1 A0JIETeN CJI0Ba AJIMKU:

— Mononen, AMenea, Thl OCTAHOBIUIA UMEHHO TEX, KOI'O MBI XK JaJ1n !
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I'naBa 4

He ycnena s oco3Hath, 4TO Hajlenana, Kak pa30OMHUKY MOBBICKAKUBAJIM U3 CBOMX YKPBITUN U
CTaJM MpUOIMKaThes K 9KMNaxy. Kyuep mbitascs xjecrars Jiomaaei, 9To0bl Te CKopee YHECIH hX
U3 NIepeapsAry, HO JIOIaau, BUls NPENATCTBUE, CTOSIU, KAK BKOTIAHHBIE.

— Ha, yro © Bac, TBapH MPOKJIATHIE! — BBIpyrajcs Kyuep, a Poiic TeM BpemeHeM MoMor noj-
HATbCA IByM JKEHILMHAM. Te yluin, 37100HO OrIsAbIBasiCh Ha SKUIMAXK, U B UX I71a3aX YATAJIOCh IBHOE
3JI0PaJICTBO, YTO TOT, KTO MX UyTh HE Mepeexall, OHEeCEeT 3acyKeHHOe HaKa3aHue.

Sl cnesna ¢ gepeBa U cTana 3a COMHAMU MYXKYMH, KOTOpbIE, TIOUIPBIBAsA OPYKUEM, CYKaJIH
KOJIbLIO BOKPYT TIOBO3KH.

Psanom co MHOI yXmbuisaach AJIMKa, U 3aMETUB TO, KaK s TPSACYCh, MOJIOXKMJIA PYKY Ha MOe
MpeAIieybe.

— Paccrna6bes, Ameziea, Bce He Tak IUIOX0, Kak Tebe Kaxercs! DTU yBakaeMble rocriofa oecco-
BECTHO OOJIOKHIIM TOOOpaMHU JIOAEH B AEPEBHSIX, KOTOPBIMHA OHH YIPABJISAIOT. MBI BCEro JIMiib yKa-
’KeM MM MX 3aKOHHOe MecTo. Bort, 6epu mpumep ¢ [Ixopmxka, — oHa HOAMUTHY.Ia OJIETHOMY MApHIO U
XUXUKHYJIA, — CTOMT KaK OYyJITO CBOM, 3psl TOJIBKO OJIeJHbIN, HO MOXET 3TO y HErO OT IPUPOBL. . .

Sl B3rIsiHYIa Ha Apyra, KOTOPbI ¢ MHTEpecoM HaOogall 3a CLEHOM, YTO pa3BOpaurBajIach Ha
Jopore ¥ He oOpalliaj BHUMaHKs Ha HAIlM CJI0BA O HEM.

Ox, [IKOpIK, TAKUX MPUKJIOYEHUH Thl XOTEN?

TeM BpeMeHeM [1BOe I'Py3HbIX MYKUMH BBIILIA U3 SKUIAXa U ¢ HEJOBOJIBHBIM BUJIOM YCTaBU-
Juch Ha Hac. Kyuep ke MpuTHX Ha KO3Jax, He 3Hasl Ky[a eMy JEThCs.

— Yero BaM Haf10, BOPHI MPOKJIATHIE? — BBIKPUKHYJI OIUH U3 TOJICTSIKOB.

Poiic 1eHnBO NOOIIEN K My3aTOMY YIPABJISIOIEMY U CXBATHJI €0 3a JIAlKaHBI:

— 9TO MBI IO-TBOEMY BOPBI? — OH LIOKHYJI SI3bIKOM U ITIOKayaJl TOJIOBOU, — MHE KaXeTCs S BUKY
TYT TOJIBKO JBYX rpaOuTesiell, 1 OHU Mepeo MHOW! — MyKUYMHA OTTOJIKHYJ OT ce0sl yIpaBJIsIOIIEro
Y TOT, HE YCTOSIB HA HOT'aX, TUTIOXHYJICS HA 3a/IHULLY.

— Jla mbI Bac HaiiéM! £l oTnpaBimio Bac BCex Ha BUCEIHILY! — Bepelasl TOT, OpbI3rasi CJIOHOM.

— bo0u, 3aBsKM PTHI STUM JIBOMM, HUUETO TIOJIE3HOTO MBI OT HUX HE YCIIbIIIand, — Poiic MaxHyi
PYKOIi B CTOPOHY TOCTeii, — ¥ TIpO Kyuepa He 3a0yab. VX KpUKH, KOra Mbl IPUCTYIIMM K TIBITKaM,
OylleT CIbILaTh BCS coce/iHsAs JepeBHs. JleTell mepemyraior, a OHO HaM Hago? — pbIKUIN HE CITyCKasl
B3IVIS1/1a C PE3KO MOOJIEJHEBIINX MYKYMH M 3710 YXMbLIbHYJICA. Ero jamio npuoOpeno XUIIHbIA BU.
W naxe s nOHMMaa HACKOJILKO OH MOXET ObITh OMACHBIM.

HeBbicokuil mapeHb ¢ KalITaHOBBIMHM BOJIOCAMH TNMOAOEKAI K YIPABJAIOLIMM U MOJ HAIIMMU
B3IVISIaMM CBSI3aJ1 UM PYKHM M 3aBs3aJl pThl. Te jke MOHMMaIM B KaKOH CUTyallud OKa3aJluch U He
crieny conpotusisaThes. Koraa Bobu 3akoHums, Poiic monomén K nieHHuKaM, KOTOpble Terepb
CHUJENY CBSI3aHHBIE CIIMHAMU JIPYT K JPYTY, U IPUCEST Ha KOPTOUKH PSIIOM.

— A Tenepb MOroBOpuM! — XUTPBIN KOMIOYUIA B3IJISIT Ope3rIMBO MPOMIEics no juiam u Poiic
YBEPEHHO OTUYEKaHWUII:

— MHe kaxercsi, Bbl HOMHOTO OOHAIJIeNIU, U Haj10 Obl IPUKOIIATh BAC IIe-TO B 9TOM JIECY, BCEM
OBLIO OBl OT TOTO TOJIBKO JIerYe, TaK Be/ib? — OH BOIPOCHUTEIIBHO MOIHSIT OPOBH, a CBSI3aHHBIE MYK-
YMHBI OTYASTHHO 3aMOTAJIM FOJIOBAMU.

— He cornacupi? CtpanHo. .. — Poiic moTép ppikyio 00poy ¥ OTBEN B3rUIsL, OyATO OBI 32{yMaB-
Mch. [ToToM pe3ko MoACKOYMI M KUBHYJI CBOUM pedsATaM:

— JlaBaiiTe, MyXHMKH, JielaeM padoTy ¥ MOIUIM JOMOM, TO3IHO yxke!

Paz6oiinnku mogxoanim O1mxke, U ¢ KaKIbIM X [IaroM JIMIA YIIPABISIONIMX CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE
onennee. [lor rpagoM crekas 1o BUCKaM U BIUTHIBAJICS B MOBS3KM Ha MX prax. B masax Omnecren
HACTOSAIILMI CTpax U MPOLIAHUE C KU3HBIO!
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Sl oxHyna, BUAETh YOUICTBO, MYCTh JAaXe HEe COBCEM UYECTHBIX JIOfIeH, s He XxoTena. OOepHyB-
IIUCh K AJIMKE, 5 TIOTSHYJIA €€ 32 PyKaB:

— OHH uX yObIOT? — MTaHWKA B MOMX CJIOBaX ObLIA CIIMIIIKOM CIIBIIIHA, U IEBYIIIKA, MSITKO OTIIe-
MIMB MOU TAJIbIBI OT CBOEH PYKH, IIEMIOTOM OTBETHIIA!

— Awmezea, ycriokoucsi, Mbl He yOnBaeM smoeii. Ml He HacuityeM, s e TOBOpHJIa, Thl YeM CITy-
mrana?

— Ho kak xe...

— Poiic moOuT ycTpamBarh MpenoCTaBlieHus], TOBOPUT, MO-APYroMy He yMmeeT, CKyuyHo! Mbl
TOJILKO IMPOYYUM HarJIelioB, YTOOBI OBLIO HETIOBAHO OOIUPATh JIofIel ! — TyKaBO MOCMOTPEB HA MEHs,
a 3ateM Ha J[)opka, OHa YCMEXHYJIaCh TIOCJIETHEMY M TOT OTBETHII €l HANIPSKEHHOM YTBIOKOM.

— XOTb MBI He YOUBaeM, HO BOPOBaTh yMeeM, OCOOEHHO Y TAKHX, KaK 9TU JBOe! — ¢ HACMEITKON
no6aBmIIa IEBYIIKA.

Tem BpeMeHeM pa300MHUKY JEUCTBUTEILHO BRIBEPHYIIN BCE KAPMaHBl U OOBICKAIN SKHIIAX.

— A BOT u HarpaOsieHHOe 3a Mecsiil! DTO Mbl YIaUHO Bac BCTPETHJIH, KaK 3HAM, YTO UMEHHO
CerofHsi Bbl OyJieTe BO3BpAIaThCs ¢ modopamu 3a Mecsil! — Bobu paccmesiicst U OCTaslbHBIE MTOIXBA-
i, VX Becenbe sIBHO yKa3bIBaJO Ha TO, YTO 3TA BCTpPEYa Ha J0pore He CydaiiHa.

MBbI OCcTaBUIM CBSI3aHHBIX MYKYMH JIeKaTh HA JIOPOTe, a CaMU OTIPABUJIMCHh B ONMIKAMIIYIO
nepeBHI0. Ham He 0ObsICHWIN, YTO JeaTh ¥ 3a4eM MbI ¢ [[KopkeM UM HyKHBI, HO 51 Jake He ycresa
00 9TOM 3agymatbcsl, Kak nmopomen Poiic u ¢ 10BOMBHOM YIIBIOKOW CHITOrO KOTa MPHOOHSIT MEHS 32
TaJIMIO:

— A TBI MOJIOZIET], MAJIBIIIIKA, HE JIyMaJl, YTO TaK OBICTPO COPHEHTUPYEIbCs!

Sl yOpana ero pyKky u 3710 3bIpKHYJIA Ha HETO:

— ¢1 u He cobupanack Bam romorath! $1 XxoTena cnacTu Tex JKeHIIMH, TOKa MX He Tiepeexaiu!

— Kak 6b1 TO HE OBLTO, THI TeTIeph ¢ HaMu 3a0HO0! VI MHe 310 HpaBuTcs! — poTsiHy1 Poiic, HO
OoJIbIIIe HE TIHITAJICS MEHST OOHSTb.

MBbI 01Uty 0 JepeBHH, KOra CTosiia riyOoKast HoUb, HO, K MOEMY YIHMBJICHUIO, JTIOJH, BCTpe-
THUBIIIME HAC, HE CTAJIM KPHUaTh Ha BCIO OKPYTy, yoeras B cTpaxe, HAOOOPOT — JOOpOXKeNIaTeTbHO
MO3J0POBAJIHCH U, TOKAaB PYKH, TIOBEJIH HAC TI0 TIOMAaM.

MarneHbk1e XMKMHBI He MOTJI BMECTHUTh B ceOe BCIO Hallly OpaBy, MIO3TOMY pacCesTiiIi Hac 1o
Tpoe. C HaMu Harpocuiach AJTHKa, U 1 yke He 3HaJIa U4TO ed HYXKHO OOJIbIIIE, TIPOCTICANTh, YTOOBI MbI
He cOexau WK Bee ke /1eso B inyHor cumnariu? U cyns no B3misny [xopaka Ha pbKEBOIOCYIO
MAaJICHbKYIO JIMCUYKY, CAMIIATHsI OblTa B3AaMHOM.

Hac nputotuna noxunas ceMeitHas mapa, KOTopyto AJimka xopoiio 3Haja. [lo3nopoBaBiucs,
MBI TIPECTABMIIMCH U 3alIUTM B I0M. TaMm, Oe3 JUIIHUX TPeIUcIOBUA, HAC YCAVUIN €CTh, U TIOKA MBbI
yIUIeTa M HeriepeaBaeMo BKYCHYIO Kallly ¢ MSICHOM MOJIJTMBOM, HAYAJIUCh PACCIIPOCHI.

— Anuka, Hy Kak ynos? Berpernnm ux? — 60poathlii My>KUMHA C CEIBIMHA BOJIOCAMH YCTAJIO
OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY CTYJIA.

— A Kax ’Xe, BOH HaIlli HOBbIE FTOCTH ¥ TIOMOTJI OCTAaHOBHUTH Y€PTOB IKUMak ! — AJIMKa KMBHYJA
B Hamly cTopoHy, — Heciuch Tak, kKak OyATO 3HaJIM, YTO MX KIYT U CTAPAIUCh IIepeceyb JieC Kak
MoxHO ObicTpee! Uyt Mony ¢ Bputranu He cowmm! — Anmka Heroaymome (hpIpKHY/IA, CMOPIIVB
HOCHK, U CTaJia emmg OoJblIlle OX0Xka Ha JIUCY.

— Ax, Bot ke Hemonu! Kcrary, o roctsax! Kro takue Oynere? Kakumu cynmpb6amu B Hammmx
Kpasix? — CTApUK yCTaBWJICS Ha Hac, a sl 4YyTh HE MOAABWIACH OT TAKOTO MPUCTAJIBHOIO BHUMAHUS.
['msnyna Ha JIKopmka, HO TOT, He oOpalas BHUMAaHUsI, TIPAKTUYECKU BBUTM3BIBA Tapenky. boxe,
BHUJIHO XOPOIIIO, YTO OH POAMJICS y OOraThiX pOIUTENEeH, Apyriue He MPOKOpMIIIU Obl. §1 yIbIOHyIach,
C HEKHOCTBIO pa3IiisbIBasi Apyra, a OTOM OTBETHJIA:

— M1 uzém Bo aopent! XoTeau NOCMOTPETh CBOMMH IVIa3aMH Ha OTHEHHOTO Kopouist! ['oBopsT,
YTO OH MPOCHYJICS, CIIbIIIAH?

— A Kak Xe, CIIBIIIAIH, CIIBIIAIN. .. — CTAPUK MOTEP Ccelyio OOPOIY U B3IV €T0 pacCesics:
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— INomHI0, MHE emmé Mo JieylIKa paccKa3biBasl, 4TO ObUI TAaKOW KOPOJIb, KOTOPBIA BIIaJIEIN
Marueit orasi! OH Mor BbI3BaTh U3 BO3AyXa OTHEHHBIN IIap WK Ke MOo[Xeub BClo aepeBHI0. Ho on
HUKOI/Ia HOIKOMY He BPEe/IMI, IyCKaJl CBOIO SHEPrHI0 BCEra TOJIKO B MUPHOE pycio. OueHb MyIphblit
ObLT KOpOJb. [IpaB/ia He OCTaBWII HACIIETHUKOB, M TIOSTOMY, KOT/Ia TTPUITLIN Bparu, a MPOKJIATHE YChI-
MIAJIO KOPOJIsi Ha I00PYIO COTHIO JIET, TO B KOPOJIEBCTBE OOJIbIIE HE OCTAJIOCh OTHEHHBIX MaroB. ToJbko
JaJibHYE POJCTBEHHUKH, Y KOTOPBIX U3 Maruu TOJBKO KPYIHIIbI, HE CIIOCOOHBIE M CEHO B JKapKHIA
JeHb TIOJIXKeYb. .. — CTAPUK BEPHYJICS U3 BOCIIOMUHAHWI U c(hpoKycHpoBasl B3I Ha MHe. He 3Halo0,
YTO OH TaM XOTeJI PACCMOTPETh, HO OTBJIEKJIa HAC JKeHa CTapuKa:

— A c Hame# IepeBHU TOXe HECKOJIBKO MOJIONIBIX JEBYIIEK YIIUIA IOCMOTPETh Ha OCOOSHHOTO
KopoJisi! — BCTaBUIIa CBOM Tapy CJIOB XO3sIHKa ¥ XUTPO MOAMUTHYJIA MHE. 5] MOKpacHea 10 KOHYMKOB
yuieii. Heyxenn oHM IyMaioT, YTO U s U3 TeX OXOTHHMII 32 TUTYJIOM U OoratctBom? [la, 51 momoouia
Kupo, korna oH ObLT YyJOBHIIEM U U3 OOraTcTBa y HEro ObLIO JIMIIb 30JI0TOe cepaiie!

[TpokanuisBIIMCh, 1 IOAHSIIACH U, TOXKeJIaB BCEM CIIOKOWHOW HOYM, ynuia B KOMHATy. Cruii-
KOM MHOTO BIievaTieHu# 3a cerogs. Hago 6pu10 oT0XHYTh. Tesno uyBCcTBOBaIO cedst BBIKATHIM KakK
auMoH. A aymia TpedoBana cHa. [Toxe mpucoeauHwmch [kopmk v Alvka, v, He BKJIIOYas CBET,
JIETJIA Ha CBOM KpoBaTH. 1 3acHyIa, Kak TOJIBKO 3aKphljia I71a3a, CKBO3b COH CJIbIIIA MEPEIeNnThHBAHNE
apy3ei. Kaxercs, oHM CHOBa pyrajuck. ..

ITo yTpy, Kak TOJBKO S OTKpBUIA IVIa3a, TO yBUAENa, 4To J[KOpIXK JIeKUT He HA CBOCH, a Ha
coceTHel KpoBaTu u OOHMMaeT AJTMKY BO cHe. Uto s mporycTuna?

Pe3ko ceB, st mpoKanuisiiack M OT 3TOTO 3BYKa AEBYIIKA MPOCHY1ach. COHHO OTKPBIB I71a3a, OHA
CHavajia XoTeJia MepeBepHYThCS Ha JAPYroi OOK M MPOAOIKUTH CMaTh, HO, OIIYTUB Ha ceOe dyxue
PYKH, BCKPUKHYJIA U BCKOUYMJIA.

— Tbl uTO TYT JENaenb? — MPONUINAA AEBYIIKA C YKOPOM, TojKkast [xopmka. ToT npocHysics u
He cpazy MOHS, YTO OH Hero XoTAT. Ho, paccMoTpeB Harim ¢ AJIMKO#M JIMIA, TOJOPBAJICS U OTJISTHYJICS:

— 51?7 Ipocro cnat... 5 310... — OH He 3HAJI, YTO CKa3aTh, a 5 pellniia He MellaTh UM BBISICHSITh
CITy4YMBIILIEECS U BBIIIIA HA KYXHIO.

Xo3siiKa roToBWIa Ha TUTMTE OJIMHBIL, U B KOMHATE CTOSUT Yy[eCHBIHM 3amax )KapeHoro Tecta u
TETUIOrO OJIMBKOBOTO Macia.

— Bul yxe npocHynuck? A tie pedsita? — ObICTPO OKMHYB MEHs B3IJISIZIOM, OHA BepHYJIach K
TOTOBKE.

— Tak, 310... OHM ceityac MpUayT. BRISCHAT KOE-UTO TOJNBKO. .. — PACTEePSBIIUCH, 51 HE CTaja
MPOJIOJIKATh, HO JKEHIIMHA KaK Oy/TO J0ra/ianach, YTO 3TH JBOE MOTYT BBISICHSITS.

— Ox, mononocth. Haia Anrka HE Ha KOTO elé Tak He CMOTpeJsia, Kak Ha TBOEro Jipyra. 9t1o
MBI ¢ MykeM cpasy npumetuian. Hanetock, s TeOs He odunena? He moxoxke, 4ToObl MEXAy BaMu C
TBOUM CITYTHUKOM OBLUTN KaKHe-TO OTHOIIICHUS.

— Her-Her, 4TO BB, MBI C JI)XOpIAKEM ITPOCTO APY3bsl.

— Bor u ipekpacHo! CtpaHHO ObLJIO OB OpaTh CBOETO JIOOMMOT'O B IOPOTY, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh
Ha KOpOJIs, TpaB/a xe? — KeHIIMHA YCMEXHY/Iach 1 NiepeBepHyIia OJIMH, a s TOINBKO MOJIYa KUBHYJIA.

CrycTs mojryaca, Korja sl IpUCTyIuia K 3aBTPaKy, KO MHE IPUCOSIMHIITUCH ATiKa U J[KOpIK.
Cest OHU TIO pa3HBIM CTOPOHAM CTOJIa, KAK MOXHO JIaJIbIlie APYT OT JIpyra, U 37I00HO 3bIPKAIU MO
cropoHaM. $I ycMexHysIach, HO MOT4Ya MPOJOJIKUIIA €CTb.

— Awmenea, Poiic, KOHEYHO, HE CKaXeT, 4TO Bbl CBOOOJIHBI, HO 3TO Tak! BumHO, 4TO TH emy
MIPUTJISTHYJIACh, 1A TOJBKO 3aJepKUBaTh Bac Mbl HE MMeeM IpaBa. MoxkeTe OCTaBaThCs WA UATU
cerojHs *ke cBoet goporou. [Ipapia MHe OyieT OUeHb KaJib MPOIIATHCS ¢ TOOOM, — OHA TIOCMOTpeia
Ha MEHS C KaKOKU-TO rPpyCThio. BUIHO OBLJIO TOT CaMblid B3IJISIL, UTO s BUJIENIA KAk IbI{ IeHb B 3epKaJie:
B3MJIsA]] OfMHOYeCTBa. [leByIKe SBHO He XBaTayio nmoApyru. OHO U MOHATHO, OHA CPEAd MYXKUHH. . .

Tyt ee B3rsAn ynai Ha [opaxka, U OHa, 3apaB HOC, PAaBHOLYIIHO IMPOJOJIKIIIA:

— Tb1 MoXenIb yxonuTh O6e3 pormanus! Poiic He Oyaer MpoTHB! — BceM CBOMM BUIOM JIEBYIIIKA
MOKa3bIBaJIa, YTO He TONbKO Poiic OymeT He mpotuB. OX, UTO ke Mek/1y HUMH CTPSCIOCh. . .
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— S monymaro, Anmmka! Criacu6o Tede 3a MoIepkKKy U rOCTePUUMCTBO. JlymMaio, Mbl MOXeM
MIOWTH BMECTE, €CJIM HaM I10 IyTH.

— MbI TOXe UIEM Ha ceBep, HO B KOPOJIEBCTBO HE MOWJEM, TaM HaM JeJ1aTh Hevero!

— Torna pemeno! Mol ¢ Bamu! [a, [Ixopmak? — s BONPOCUTENBHO B3IJISIHY/IA HA APYra, a TOT
(bipkHyI:

— Kak namsbl noxenator!

OH BBICKOYMJI U3-32 CTOJIA Y BBIIIEN Ha YJIMILy. AJIMKA TOJIBKO MOKaJla IIe4aMHu, 1eCKaTh, yCTh
YXOIMUT.

Llenblii 1eHb MBI OPOAMIIH TTO IEPEBHE, 3HAKOMUJIKICH C JIIOILMH, TOBOPUJIM. §I IbITAaIach y3HATh
0 KOpoJie, HO HUKTO He Mor MHe nomoub. OJJHa JKeHIIMHA CKa3asia, YTo Koraa Oblia MOJIOIOM, TO
MIOMHHT, YTO B KOPOJIEBCTBE ObLIT CTPAIIHBIN TOXKAP, B KOTOPOM MOTHO KOPOJIb C CEMbEH, HO UTO TaM
TOYHO MPOU30IILJIO, OHA HE TIOMHUT.

K Beuepy Mbl cobpamuch y omyniku u Polic oryacui 1uiaHsl Ha HOYb. BuaHO ObLIO, YTO OH
o0pa/1oBaJIcs HAILIEeMy PEIeHUIO UATH BMeCTe, HO BUa He nofal. I BCKOpe Mbl OTITPAaBIITUCH B MY Th,
YTOOBI CHOBA CTOJIKHYTBCS C OMTACHOCTSIMU W TTPUKJTIOUYEHUSIMH.
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I'naBa 5

JIxopmk M AnvKa 1Mo IyTH HE Pa3rOBapvBaM U BOOOIIE Ben ceOsl IOBOJIBHO CTpaHHO. U
3aMeTHJIa 9TO He S OfHAa.

— Cecrpa, ThI yero cerosiHs Takas 3nas? Heyxemu rocts oouaen? — Poiic kunyn npenocrepe-
raiouii B3I Ha [)kopika, — Tl TOJBKO CKaXH, U MbI OBICTPO MOMPABUM CUTYaIIUIO!

— He nyxHO Huyero nompanisTh, Poiic! — HepBHO MoBena redaMu AJIMKa, — MOC/e TBOUX
MONPABOK OOBIYHO CTAHOBUTCSI TOJIBKO XYyKe!

S xuxukHyna, a Polic HenmoHuMmarolie ycTaBujcs Ha JIEBYIIIKY:

— 910 KOorga Takoe ObLI10?

— 3a0bU1, KaK Tl PEIIAI CBECTH MEHSI CO CBOUM JIPYyroM? — FHEBHO MPHIIypuiach AJTHKa, — 5
MOTOM HECKOJIbKO MeCSIIIEB B3[IparnBajia BO CHE, TyMajla OH BEPHYJICS M XOUeT CBeCTU MeHs ¢ yma!

— Jla cKkoNbKO ThI OyjIellb BCIIOMUHATH MHE TOT cinydaii? Hy, ommocs, ¢ kem He ObiBaeT? Kto
K 3HaJI, YTO OH TAKOW HaBS3UMBBIN? — Polic yXMBUIbHYJICS, — 3aTO 51 K€ M MCIPABUJI CUTYAIIUIO, HE
TaK Jm?

— [IpuBs3aB ero royoro K epery? — r71a3a JeBYILKH BCIIBIXHYJIH, & MbI ¢ [[KOp/IkeM yxke OTKpo-
BEHHO XOXOTAJIH.

— A Hedero K Moel cecTpe HOUbl0 B KpOBaTh MPOOUpaThCsi!

AJrka B3JI0XHYJIa U OTBepHyJack. [leckats, uto Tede, ocronory, AoKas3bBath. U TyT IXopmk
BIIEpBbIC 32 Beuep HAPYyIIHI MOJTUYAHUE U OOPATUIICS K JIEBYIIIKE:

— Tl ObL1a TPOTUB 3TOTO BU3MTA?

AJMKa HeIOBepYMBO B3IJISIHYJIA HAa HEro, He Bepsl, YTO OH oOpaiiiaeTcsi K Hell, a MOTOM MOoXKaB
IUIEYaMHU CKazaja:

— He Gosee yem Obl1a MPOTUB TBOETO BU3HTA!

JIKOpAXK yXMBUIbHYJICS, a Polic MHOrO3HaYMTENIBHO MOJTYa MTOCMOTPE Ha CEeCTpy.

— Tonpko nornpoOyit! — Anuka cmepuiia Polica yHUUMKUTETBHBIM B3[JISIOM, a TOT MOAHSII
PYKU B IPUMUPUTETTHHOM KeCTe:

— A s 9t0? § — HuYero! — BbIMATMI MYKUYMHA U TIOIIEN BIEPE, IPUCOSIUHSISICH K APYTUM.

JIxopax BCe MPOIOJKal CMOTPETh Ha AJIMKY C HECKPBIBAEMBIM UHTEPECOM, a 51 MOJTYa HaOJTIo-
Jana, Kak Ta KpacHeeT, HO CTapaeTcsl He MoAaBaTh BUA.

— Kakue y Hac riaHbl Ha CETOHSIIIHION HOYb? — CIIPOCHJIA, YTOOBI Pa30aBUTh HEJIOBKOE MOJI-
YaHUe.

AJnka oOpaoBaiach, U4To S OTBJIEKJIA €€ OT HEJIOBKUX MBICJICH U OTBETHIIA:

— Ecim BeTpetum Koro-To 60ratoro — orpadum, MpOCTHIX peOsIT Mbl He TporaeM. Mbl BHIOUpaemM
BCer/ia JIIOHbIe JOPOTH, TaK YTO YJIOB Y HAC MPAKTUYECKU KaXIYyI0 HOUb.

— U tebe HU pa3y He ObUIO COBECTHO? — HEJOBEPUYMBO MIPOTSHYJIA 1.

— Tlo Hawasny, npusHaThCs, ObUIO, HO TIOTOM... [ToTOM s yBHIENa, KeM B JIEHCTBUTEIIFHOCTH
SIBJISIIOTCS T€ JIIO/IU, TI0 CYTH TAKMMH e TpaObUTeIsIMH, U Y MEHs OTJIersIo OT cepana. Ternepb 51 yBe-
peHa, 4To MBI BCe JieJlaeM MPaBIIIBHO, — JIEBYIIKA YJIBIOHYIACh U JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYJIa MEHSI TLIEYOM, —
TeM OoJiee Y Hac JeCTBUTENILHO Beceso. [la ¥ My:KYMH MHOTO, MOXET KTO M TeOe IPUTIISTHETCS.

S ckoHyxeHHO (hBIPKHYJIA, HO TpoMoiTJaia. A BOT [)KOpIK pelu He IelaTh U3 MOUX YyBCTB
TaliHy, ¥ BbIJAJ BCE KaK Ha AyXY:

— OmHa yxe BmooOneHa! Mbl TOSTOMY U OTITPABUJIUCH B ITyTh!

— Tak BB ke umere NOCMOTPETh Ha KOpOJisi? — HEMOHMMAIOIIE YCTaBIIach HA MeHs1 AJMKa,
HO TOTOM B 3€JIEHBIX I71a3aX 3aXKIJIOCh MOHUMAaHWE, U OHA MEIEHHO MPOTsHYJa, — MOCTOM, Thl K
HE XO4Yelllb CKa3aTh, YTO BIIOOJICHA B KOPOJisi? — JIEBYIIKA 3acMeslach, TIOCUMTaB aOCYpIHOW CBOIO
JOTaJIKy, HO MBI C IPYTOM OCTAJICh CEPbE3HbIMHU.

— 3Hauurt g npasa... boxe, AMesea, a Thl HE Takas IPOCTAsl, KAK MOIJIO MOKA3aThCsl BHAYAJIE.
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Sl XMBIKHYJ1a, ¥ MBI TTOIIUTK MOJTYa Begien 3a PoiicoM u peGsitamu, ciyiias HOYHBIX MTHIL ¥ 3BYK
HAIlMX [1aroB.

Jopora Obuta CIIOKOIHAsI, ¥ TOJIBKO JKENTAsH TyHa TIOQHUMAJIACh BCE BBIIIE, MyTAsCh B BEPXYIII-
Kax JepeBbeB. [1e-To Basieke 3ayxajia coBa, FPOMKO eI CBEpUKH U IIyMet jiec. MHe HpaBHIIOCh
3TO MOJYAJIMBOE CIIOKOMCTBUE. My KUMHBI BIIEpeId HETPOMKO NIEPErOBAPUBAIIMCH, & Mbl C AJIMKOM
u JIKOpIKeM UM MOJTYa, AyMasi KakAblid 0 cBoeM. f yciiplinasa TOMOT KOMBIT YyTh paHbIIIe, YeM
OCTaJIbHbIe, U, OOEPHYBIINCH HA 3BYK, MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK AJIMKA TSHET MEHS C JIOPOTH:

— Ilpsuscsa! Ckopee! U b1, IxOpak, HEe CTOW, OTKPBIBIIM poT! 3a MHOM !

OHa noTsHy/a HAC K JePEBbsSIM M Mbl, CIIPATABIINCH, YCTABWIUCH B TEMHOTY, TIHITAsICh Pa3IJis-
IeTh, KTO Xke eeT. Huyero He ObLJIO BUAHO, W, €CIIM YECTHO, C TPYIOM MPECTaBIIsIIOCh, KaK pa30oii-
HUKHU MOTYT OCTAHOBUTD SKHIIAX, KOTOPBIX, CY/s 1O OBICTPOMY TOTIOTY KOTIBIT, MYaJICst BOBCIO. U TyT
sl yBUJIeJIa OTBET Ha CBOM BOIPOC, MPOM3OIILIO HEBEPOSITHOE, OTKY/IA-TO CBEPXY IMOJIeTeNa CTpela C
rOpsIIIIMM HAaKOHEYHWKOM M BOH3UJIACh B KapeTy. Ta BMUT BCIBIXHYJIA, M Kydep MOMbBITAJICS OCTAaHO-
BUTb KOHEW. M3 KapeTsl MOCIBIIAIICS KEHCKUI BH3T, a U3 OKOIIKA MOKA3aJ1ach TOJI0Ba C MBIITHOMN
MIPUYECKON:

— OcraHoBu KoHe, octosion! Thl YTO HE BUAMIIIL, YTO MbI TOpUM? UTO MPOUCXOIUT? — Kpruyasia
AEBYIIIKa, BHIOMPAsCh U3 OBICTPO oOropaoiie KapeTsl. 3a Hell ceMeHMsIa UCITyTaHHasI CITy’KaHKa.

— Mucc, Bbl Obl HE BBIXO/IMIIM U3 KAPEThl, ITO CKOpee BCEro pa30OMHUKU. . . — TOMBITAJICS OCTa-
HOBUTH €€ Kyuep, HO Ta 3aBU3KaJia IMyIIe MpeXHero:

— W 4to, THI MHE Npe/Jiaraelb cropetb B 3Toi Kopooke? ['ocnony, Kak si B TAKOM BHJE TOKa-
XKych Kopormo? to Bce Thl BUHOBAT! [Ipuenem — npukaxy 1edst Briceb!

W3 temuoTHI BoIUM Poiic u pedsita, 1 ieByIIKa ObICTPO 3aXJIOMHYJ/Ia POT, YCTABUBIIUCH HA HUX
UCITyTaHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Koro Tyt Takas npekpacHasi e coopaiach BhICeUb? — C YXMBUIKOUM cripocuit Pofic.

JeByika modneqHena, 3To ObUIO BUIHO Jaske MpH cBete JyHbl. CilykaHKa TyT ke XJIOIMHYJIACh
B 0OMOPOK, HO Ha Hee HUKTO He 00paTuil BHUMaHus. [TyTHHIIA 3aMKAIOIIMMCS TOJIOCOM CITPOCHIIA!

— Y-yt0 BBl XOTUTE? Y MEHS HUYEro Het!

— A 3TO CMOTp#I ¢ KaKOW CTOPOHBI TIOCMOTPETh, — MYKUMHA MOAOLIEN OJIMKe, MEJIEHHO pa3-
IJISI/IBIBASI €€ C HOT 10 TOJIOBBI. B3risi omycTuiicst Ha rpyab AeBYIIKHM U Poiic XMBIKHYII:

— W npaBaa, Huvero Het! — 3ayMUYMBO Ioyecaa OH OOPOMY, — UTO XK, TOTAAa BHIBOpAYMBAI
KapMaHbl!

— Jakak THI... [la Kak cMeeris? — mporisIxTena aeByika. Eii Obl B TOpY pagoBaThCs, YTO TAKOM,
Kak Poiic He 0OpaTuiI Ha ee KEeHCKHUe MPEeIeCTH HUKAKOr0 BHUMaHHMsI, HO OHa, KaKeTcsl, TOTOBa Obljia
NpsIMO ceifiuac TOKa3blBaTh, YTO JOCTOMHA. MHe Jaxe MOKa3auoch, YTO pyKa ee MOTSIHYJIACh K KOp-
caxy, HO JieByIIKa ObICTPO ONMOMHMJIACH. [71a3a BCe Tak ke CBEPKad HEHABUCTHIO TUKOHM KOIIKH, a
Poliic oTkpoBeHHO 3a0aBIsICS.

— Hy-Hy, He kunsTHch, Kykonka! IToenens kK cBoeMy KOpPOJTIo, Kak TOJIBKO BBUIOKHMIIb HAM BCE,
YTO OJIECTHUT.

JleByika cTsiHyaa ¢ ceOsi Bce yKpaieHus: U KuHysa Poricy. ToT 6e3 crecHeHus1 TpUHSUT UX, U
IIUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS:

— U cnyxanky nipubepu 3a coOo! 3eMis-To XooaHas, npocryaurcs, moau. Kro x tede Oymer
MIPUYECKH JIsl COOMa3HEeHUsI KOpoJis Aenarh? SIBHO He 3TOT, — My’KUMHa KUBHYJI Ha Kyuyepa, — ero-To
THI BBICEYb COOpaJIach, a Mocje KHyTa TAra K MPeKpPacCHOMY YMEHBIIAETCs].

— Jlopa, BcraBaii! — neByIlIKa NOTAHYJIA 32 PYKY MaJE€HbKYIO TOJICTYILKY, U Ta HEXOTsI OTKpbLIa
rasa.

INoka onu mpuxoannu B cedst, Poiic monoxusn Jo0sIToe B KapMaH U MaxHYJ HaM:

— 3a mHo#!

MBbI OTIIpaBUIIHUCH B IyTh, FPOMKO 00CYykJasi por3olie/ree. AJIMKa OTYAThIBaIa OpaTa 3a To,
YTO TOT OIAThH YCTPOWJI MpPEJCTaBIeHNEe, HO MY)KUYMHA JIMIIb yCMeXasics U MOTJall. A s 3aymasach
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O TOM, 4TO CKa3zaja AeBymika. OHa efeT K KOpOJio M TO He AaBaJ0 MHE MOKOs. A BIPYT 3TO €ro
HeBecta? Wim ofHa U3 TeX, KTO METUT Ha MECTO KOpoJieBbl. Ecin 3T0 Tak, TO y MeHsI HET HUKaKUX
IIaHCOB.

JIKOPIDK YBHIET MOIO IPYCTh Y TIOATOJIKHYJI I1JIEYOM:

— Tw1 yero npuynbiTa? Iymaenis 0 TOM, 4TO OHA HAINIPABJIsUIACh Ty/A Ke, KyJaa U Mbl?

Sl ynuBMnIack ero MPOHUIATETLHOCTH:

— Ha... moxer Bce 310 niynas ujaesi? OH MeHs gaxe caymiarh He 3axodet! Ha uto st Hazmeoch? —
pa3IocagoBaHo MHYIA s TpHo.

JIKOPIK pe3KO OCTAHOBHWIICS M TIOTSIHYJT MEHSI 32 PYKY:

— Croii, Amenea! Tol 3pst ce0s1 HakpyurBaenb! Hukakue nmoOpsIKyIIKY ¥ IJIaThst HE TIOMOTYT
Merepe BHINISIIETh Jake YyTOUKy npubiekarenbHee! [Ipyroe aeno — Toi! [lake B 9TOM ofiex/ie yMy/a-
pselbes BRIISAIETh Kak KoposieBa! [Touemy Tl He BUIUIIL, KaK Ha TeOsl pearupyoT MyX4uHb? U
3Haerb, ecii OH peficTBuTeIbHO TeOs JIIOOWII, TO HE MOT COBCeM 3a0bITh. [la, yMOM MOT, HO cepiie
JOJKHO TIOMHUTb. . .

[TapeHb POM3HEC MBUIKYIO pedb W YIIEN BIEpea, a S 3acTblia, OTKpbIBIIM poT. Heyxenn
Jlxopmk Takoi Myapbiid? $1 TEHCTBUTENILHO TOJIBKO Ceilyac MocMoTpelia Ha Hero no-apyromy. OH
nioB3pocies. M B 310l KpacuBO#M rojioBe, KpOMe MBICTIEH O JeBYOHKAX, BOAATCS U APYTUE pa3MBbIII-
JIeHU 1, CTIOCOOHBIC YIWBIIATS.

K yTpy mMbI nprOBUTH B KaKyl0-TO AEPEBHIO U, YCTaJIble, 3aBAIMIIMCH CMaTh B JIDOE3HO Mpeo-
crapieHHOM joMe. C HamMM CHOBa HoueBaja Asmka. Kakercs, Hallla KOMITaHUsI U3 TPeX UeslOBeK
yXke CTajia MPUBBIYHON He TONBKO it MeHs. M x0Tk [IKopmk OoJibilie He MPOCHITAJICS B KPOBATH Yy
JeBYIIKU, HO HE 3aMETUTh MCKPBI, JICTAIIIE MEXIy HUMH, ObLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

MBp1 Bee Tak ke cieoBayiv 3a Poiicom u pebsitamu, moMorast UM B uX Jefie. Heckonbko Hepiennb
UK ¢ pa300OMHMKaMU K 3aMKy Kopossi. HoueBasim B iepeBHSX, IJie MHOTHE OY€Hb XOPOIIO 3HAJH
pedsar. OkasbiBaeTcsl, Te OYSHb XOPOIIO MOMOTaM HeOoraTeiM XuTelissM. Bee HarpabieHHOe OHU
pazmaBaiy UM B OOMEH Ha HOuJIer U npuioT. JIioau nomoOmin ux, a Hac 3a0/IHO.

OpHaxpl, B OHY TUXYIO HOUYb, KOTJA JIOPOTW OBUIM HEOOBIYHO IMYCThI, @ MBI OCTAJIUCh Oe3
padoTsl, Poiic mpeanoxui 3aHoYeBaTh MPSAMO B JIECy, YTOOBI HE UITH C IMTyCTHIMU PyKaMU B ICPEBHIO
Y He TpaTUTh BpeMs. Bce qpyKHO COrIachInCh.

BriOpaB HeOOJIbIIYIO TOMSHKY HEMoAaieKy NOPOTH, Mbl ¢ AJIMKOW yCEIHMCh BOKPYT KOCTpA,
Pa30XkKIKEHHOTO MYKUYMHAMU M YCTaBWJIUCh HA OTOHb. APOC MPHUHEC MOACTPEICHHYIO TYIIKY TTHIII
Y TIapy 3aiilieB U, ObICTPO pa3/ieNaB UX, 3aKapuil Ha KocTpe. [lpyriue My K4YrHbl TIeperoBaprBaIvCh,
TOTOBHMJIM MECTa JIJIs1 HOUJIera WJIH Ty THJIM, PACCKa3bIBasi CMEIIHbIe UCTOPUU. MBI paccenuch y KocTpa
Y Ipy’KHO TIPUHSUIMCH 32 YKHH. [ 1e-To BIasieke 3apikaJa JIoab, ¥ BCE rojoca pe3Ko CTUXIIM.

— ¥V Hac roctu! — 10BONBHO yXMBLUTbHYJICS Poiic, motupasi pyku. M Mbl Bce pa3oM MOBCKaKH-
BaJIM, YTOOBI 3aHSTh MECTa B YKPBITUSIX. «BoT 1 "ynoB" noxanosai,» — nogymaia s1. [To mpaspe cka-
3aTh, s HE 3HAJIA, YeM M ¢ J[xopakem ObUIM MONE3HBI pedsATaM, HO XOTh HE MyTaJUCh 07l HOTaMH
¥ TO XOpoIo. AJvKa OblIa MpaBa, TOBOPs HaM, UTO HAC HUKTO He AepkuT. KaxIpii 3 HUX EeHWIT
CBOOOJIY TIPEBBIIIE BCErO U MOT YWTH B JII0OOKH MOMeHT. Ho Tako# c/ia)keHHOCTH B JICHCTBUSIX 5 HE
BUjIeNa enié HUKoraa. MHe KaxkeTcs, Bce JIeJIo UMEHHO B Hel, B cBoOozie! He Oynp Kaxaplil M3 HUX
BOJIEH B CBOEM BBIOOpE, y HUX Obl HE MOMYYHUJIOCH JIOOMTHCS TAKOTO B3aMMOIOHUMAHUsI, KOTOPOe
BUIHO Jaxe Oe3 CIIOB.

Tem BpeMeHeM 13 TEMHOTBI BbIeXaJIv JIBa ITyTHUKA HA YEPHBIX JIOMIAsAX. Exany oHu He crielna,
Kak Oy[ITO He 3HaJIM, YTO HOYBIO B JIECY MOTYT ObITh pa3OoiHUKU. Wiy ke 3Hanu, HO He OOSIHCH.
TeMHble HAKMJKU CKPBIBTH OJEKLY, a ITyOOKHe KAIOIOHbI — JIUIA. 1 He MoIia pasrisiieTh MyK-
YHH, HO YTO-TO HEYJIOBUMO 3HAKOMOE MPOCKAIb3bIBAJIO B OCAaHKE, Pa3BOPOTE IJIeY U T0JI0CE OTHOTO
13 My THUKOB.

Kak TonpKo MX JIomaay MOPaBHSUIMCH C HAIIIUM YKPBITUEM, POIC BBIITIET U AaJl 3HAK OCTaJlb-
HBIM. MBI IJIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM OOCTYIUJIM HE3HAKOMIIEB, HO HMKAKOW MaHWKU B TOBEJICHUM TEX HE
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3ametviii. OHM 3aMOTYaITH, KaK OyATO MPOCTO HE TMOHSUIM KTO U 3a4€M MX OCTAHOBHWJI, HO THIIMHY
pas3oun 3ByuHsIN rojoc Poiica:

— Kro takue?! Kyna nyts nepxure?

My>XK4MHBI MOJTUQIIH, pacciadIeHHO CHIsl HA TAKKX jKe CIIOKOMHBIX JIOIMIA/ISIX, HO TYT CITyYHJIOCH
TO, YEro 51 coBceM He oxkunana. OauH U3 MyTHUKOB CKUHYJI KalIoIIOH, U 5 3aMepJia B U3YMJICHUM.
He mosxet Ob1Th! HarpoTuB MeHsi, ropo NMpHUIOAHSB MOA00POIOK, CUJIEN TOT, KOTO s YK€ HUKOTAA
He Hajesach yBUIeTh. D10 0611 Kupo.
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I'maBa 6

VYeunes Kupo, 51 mpepbIBUCTO B3JOXHY/A U HA MUT 32)KMYpHIIach. MbICIH MMOHECTUCh BCKAUb,
OOTOHSIS ILIXaHUE, @ BPeMsI CJIOBHO 3aCThUIO B 9TOM MrHOBeHUHU. OTKPBIB I71a3a, 51 OKHUIala yBUIETh
APYyroro My:K4vHy, TyMajia, YTo MHe IOKa3ajaoch U BUJICHUE ceituac yiieT, Ho HeT. Ha yepHOM Bopo-
HOM KOHE JEVICTBUTEJILHO BOCCEIAl XMYPBIN cepbe3HbIN (paBH. beiBimi aBH. Cervac OH BBIIIAIEI
MHaye U ofeT ObUI Mo-Apyromy, YeM B Hallly MOCJIeHIO BcTpeuy. Ha HeM, CIOBHO BIMTOM, CUIIEN
MYHIUP C 30JI0THIMU ITyTOBUIIAMU, KOTOpbIE MOOJIECKUBAIN B CBETE JIyHbI, IIMPOKUE IJIeun Oapxart-
HBIM TMOKPBIBAJIOM CKpbIBAJIa TEMHO-O0pI0OBas HAKUIIKA.

Uro-TO B ero 00/1MKe HEeYIOBUMO M3MEHWIOCh. BblpaxkeHue 171a3 Wi yBepeHHOCTh MOocaKu?
Moxert B3rsa? Takoli BHUMATEbHBIH, KOTIOUMI 1 OOMaHUMBO CIIOKOMHBIN. Kupo kazascsi MHe ceil-
yac TakuM Janékum. Ho comHeHuii ObITh He MOIJIO, 3TO OBbLT TOT, KOTO S JIOWJIA 10 00U B CepAlIe.
My:XuKHa, HE CIIEeNIUBAasICh, MOTSHY Ha ce0sl BOXK KU, OCTAHOBUB JIOIIA/b, M CIOKOMHO CITPOCHUJT:

— B uem nieno? Ham HYXHO NMPOAOSIKUTD MYTh!

B ronoce ero 3Byuyana HerpuBbluHas cTasib. VI XOTh Ha HEM He ObLJIO cefiuac KOPOHBI, s Kak
HUKOI/IA OIIYINajia UCXOMAIIYIO OT Hero BiacTh. Tereps s Bujena nepen coooi koposs. Ho kak apy-
TH€E TOro He 3aMETHIIN?

—T'ocniona, Mbl BUIUM, BbI TPUIIO3JHWIKCH ¢ niporynkor! Houb — Haie Bpems. OtnaBaiite Bce
LIEHHOE U MOXeTe MPOJoIKaTh CBOW MyTh! — Poiic CHOBa 3aBOIMII CBOIO MECHIO C TIOKA3aTeIbHBIM
BBICTYIUIeHHEM. EMy Hy)KHO ObUIO MOAAThCsl B OpOAsUMe apTUCTHI, a He B pazOoiHuku. Cyns 1o
BBIPAKEHUIO JIULIA AJIMKU, OHA TMOTHOCTBIO Pa3/ieisijia MOM MbICIIH.

— I'paburenu? — ckyuHo npoTsiHyT Kupo u mocMoTpelt Ha cBoero cryTHUKa. TOT JIMIh paBHO-
AYIIHO TMOXaJI IJIeYaMH.

— Hy uro %, 3abupaiite! — KOpoJIb KMHYJI KM KOIIEb C 30JI0TOM U TPHUIITIOPHII JIOIIAIb.

— Crosits!! — Potic ObUT IBHO paccepikeH TaKUM IpeHeOpeKUTeTbHBIM OTHOIIIEHHEM K €T Tep-
COHE.

— A MBI Bac He OTIycKasiu! — OH BCTaJl Iiepe]l JIOIIA/IbIo, He 1aBasl IPOeXaTh.

— He 6outech kapwl kopossi? Bucenuiia — 370 He OYeHb NPUATHO! — BKPAJAUMBO MPOTSAHYI
nonyTuuk Kupo.

— A 410 ero GosiTbesl, Korga Kopoiist TyT HeT! — yemexHyics Poiic, u Kupo ot3epkanui ero
YXMBLIKY:

— JlevictrBuTensHO, HeT! Torma 4aro BelI XoTHTE?

Poiic yxMbUIbHYJICS, pa3MBIIILIsAs KaKk HaKa3aTh HATJIEIOB, 2 MHE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO KOPOJIb MPO-
CTO HaJl HAMH 3a0aBJISETCS.

— Bbl ocranetech 31ech, HAMMHU IUICHHUKaMU. Sl MO3:ke pellly, 4To ¢ BaMu Jefath! — Bblaas
Poiic u kuBHYyI cam ceOe.

Kupo ¢wipkHys, orBepras 3tu cinoBa. OH 00Bes HAC HACMEIUTUBBIM B3IJIA0M. S 4yBCTBOBaA,
YTO OH, CJIOBHO JIeB, CMOTPUT Ha OpaBajly MbIIIIel ¥ He yOUBAET, IPOCTO MOTOMY, UTO CHITHIH.

— 9TO, KOHEYHO, OYEHb 3aMaHYMBOE MPEJIOKEHHE. .. — TPOTAHYI Krpo u ero B3risg gomesn
1o MeHs. MyX4rHa BAPYT 3amep, BIVISIBIBASICh B MOM IJ1a3a, U MPHIYPUWICSA. YJIBIOHYBIIUCH CaM
ce0e, OH MOBEPHYJICS K APYTY:

— A 4ro, Bepr, s ObI ocTasICsA! — XUTPO NOAMUTHYJT KOPOJb eMy. TOT JIMIIIb 3aKaTwI 1Jiasa.

— 2710 He npeaiokeHre! — Buinanui Poiic, 49yBCTBYs, Kak ero omnsaTh NpuHKKaioT. M 1eo 6bu10
HE TOJIbKO B CJIOBaX U MOBEIEHUU MYKYMH, & B TOM, YTO OT HUX MCXOJIXJIA MOIIIb U CUJIa, C KOTOPHIMU
Pa3OOHUKY HEBO3MOXKHO ObUIO TATAThCs. MBI BCe 9TO UyBCTBOBAJIH.

Kupo cnpeirnyi c somaau u nopomeén k Poiicy.

— 4l octanych, a BOT Jpyry He4ero TyT Aesath, mycth eaet! TakoBo Moe ycioBue!
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— He Tebe mukToBaTh MHE YCIOBUS. .. — pa30OMHUK YNEPCS BIMISIIOM B KOPOJIS U, CITYCTS Mapy
MTHOBEHHI MOJIYaHHS, BBIIOXHYJT:

— JlagHo, yctb enet! Ho Th ocTaHembcs!

Poiic kuBnyn bobu:

— CBsKU €ro U Taly K HaM.

Kupo GecripekocioBHo nan ceOs cBsi3aTh. Ero Ipyr TOIBKO XMBIKHYJ M, TTOKAYaB TOJIOBOW,
MPUIITOPUI Jomma k. Kak TOIBKO OH CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE HOYHOM IOPOTHY, MbI HAIIPABUJIUCH K KOCTPY.

Poiic cam Ben KOpoist M MO MPUXOAY MOATOJIKHYJ €ro K KOCTpY.

— Cayich, MBI Kak pa3 yKUHATh COOPAJIHCH.

Kupo cen pssioM co MHOH, HO HE YIOCTOMJI MeHs B3IUIsioM. CJI0BHO 51 ITyCTOE MECTO.

— Haxe MHe jocraHercsi? Tak MOXKET, pa3BsiKeTe PyKM WJIM MHE €CTb JIOKTSIMU? — MPOTSAHYII
HacMmenumso Kupo.

Poiic camocTosATeNIbHO CHST BEPEBKU C PYK U CBSI3aJl BMECTO HUX KOPOJIIO HOTH.

— Taxk ThI 1aIeKko He YOeKHIITH!

Koposnb misiHy1 Ha Y3161 ¥ TOABUTANI HOCKAMU Carlor.

— Hagepnoe, 1o ipaB! — nportentan Kupo u, noixydus nopimio Msica, Ope3riimBo HOMOPIIMJICS:

— 910 4r0, OenKa?

Sl xuxukHyna, BcnomuHas cioBa Kupo, koraa Tot Obi1 (haBHOM, ¥ KOPOJIb BIIEPBBIE YIOCTOUI
MeHsI BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3TJISIOM:

— Yro Teds1 paccmeniio, KpacaBuia?

Sl 3amepna, BIJIIBIBAsICh B 3€JIEHbBIE, IPOHU3AHHbBIE CBETIBIMU JIydaMHu, r71a3a. OH yxe He ObLT
(baBHOM, HO TJIEHWJ MEHsI B3IJISIIOM TOYHO, Kak Toraa. 1 mpoMopraiack, CTpsixuBasi ¢ ceOsi HaBa-
KJEeHUe, M TUXO CKazaJa:

— Korga-To naBHO, Korna s bITasiach YCIIOKOUTHCS ITyOOKMM JIBIXaHWEeM, OIIMH JIPYT MOLyMall,
YTO 3TO OeJIKa MoJaBMIach OpexoM. M Tl HAIIOMHIIT MHE €T0, TOJIBKO M BCETO.

Kupo emg pa3 okvHy1 MEHS 33 JyMYMBbIM B3IJISIIOM U OTBEN IJIa3a:

— NHTepecHo. ..

TonbKO M cKa3asl OH, aKKypaTHO MpoOyst Msco. MHe ke KYyCOK B TOpJio He Jie3, XOTS KHUBOT
HACTOMYMBO TpeOoBas efbl. B ovyepenHON pa3, Korjga Keayaok 3aypyas, Kupo KHMBHYIT Ha MO0
TapeliKy:

— Th1 OB TOETA, 2 TO Pa30yIUIIL BCEX OMIOCCYMOB, pa30eryTcsi OeqHbIe 3BEPYIIKU, U BaM HeYeM
OyleT B CJIeAYIONINiA pa3 yromarb roCTew.

S BcnbIxHYNIA:

— 3o 3asm! He 6enka, u He onoccym!! 1 BooOrie, s Moya!

Sl oTBepHYyIaCh OT My KUHMHBI, THEBASICh OOJIBIIIE HE HA HETO, a Ha ceOs1. OH Beib 1akKe He TIOMHUT
MeHsl, a s Talo OT OIHOTO ero B3rsiAa. axke To, yro Kupo Boselt cyap0bl okazascs psaoMm, yxe Obuto
HacTosAIMM 4yaoM aJisg MmeHs. Ho He iiis Hero. Kupo BocripuHumait Bee, Kak IpOCTOE MPUKITIOYEHHE.
Ho 3auem-To oH ke momiesn ¢ Hamu? Ha 3TOT Bormpoc y MeHst He ObUTO OTBeTa.

Pe6sTa 0 yeM-TO HErpOMKO TieperoBaprBauch, Annka ¢ JlxopmxkeM, He oOpaliiasi HA Ha KOTO
BHUMaHMsI, CHOBA CIIOPWJIH, a 51, IOJI3YsICh MOMEHTOM ITOKa HUKTO HE CJIeIUT 32 MHOW, CHOBA B3IJIsI-
HyJa Ha 3aaymMurBoro Kupo. OH cMOTpes Ha OrOHb U B €T0 IJ1a3ax IUIsicayid OTOJIECKM KOCTpa, Jesast
MYKYMHY emé 6osiee TAMHCTBEHHBIM U HEJIOCATAEMbIM.

Tyt Poiic oTopBasicst oT 6ecenpl ¢ pedsataMu 1 00paTUiICs K TOCTIO:

— Pacckaxu Ham, myTHUK, keM Oynemb? OTKyAa ¥ KyAa My Tb A€PKHUIIb?

Kupo nopHau rmasza v noxan rjedamu:

— 51 kopoJb, 0OBE3KAT CBOM 3EMJIM C COBETHUKOM M 33I€PKaTNCh HEMHOTO, & TYT BHI. ..

Poiic mapy cexyHz cepbe3HO CMOTpPEJ Ha MyKUMHY, a [IOTOM IPOMKO pacxoxoTajicsl. OcTajibHble
OBICTPO MOAJECPKAITH I71aBapsi. HEMHOTO yCIIOKOMBIIMCD, TOT BbIJABUIL:
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— Hacmenmn, koneuno! Koposb, kak ke! Ho 3a mtyky criacu®o, a BOT s OHaXK/IbI BCTPETHT
YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBIM YTBEPKJaJl, YTO OH MO0 HOYaM CTAaHOBUTCS YTKOM. ..

Poiic Hauas paccka3piBaTh KaKyl0-TO CTAPYIO0 UCTOPHIO M OCTAIbHBIE HArepe©oil IOTONMHSLIN ee
HOBBIMH JeTasiMi. Kupo Bpemsi OT BpeMeHH MOIJIsAbIBAT Ha MEHs U B IJ1a3axX TUISICAJIU JIyKaBble
oronpku. OT €ro B3MIsiAa CTAHOBUJIOCH JKapKO, U 51 HEe 3HaJIA KyJa JAEThCsl, YTOOBI HE BBIIATh CeOsl.

— Kak TbI MUJIO KpacHeellIb, JIyJYHHMIIA. .. — MPOIIENTA TOJIbKO MHE CIIBIIHYIO (ppa3zy KOpoJb,
yeM em€ OoJbIe MeHsI CMyTHII. §I BCKOYMIIA M, IIYMHO BBIIOXHYB, YIIUIa C MOJMSIHBL. YeM nasbiie
OT KOCTpa 51 OTXO/IMJIA, TEM MeIJIeHHee OMIIOCh MOe cepaiie. XOTelI0Ch BEPHYThCS M KUHYThCS B 00b-
satus mooumomy. LlenoBatk ero no 6omu B rydax, MOYyBCTBOBATh €T0 PYKH Ha CBOEH Koxke... Y,
YCTIOKOMJIACh, Ha3bIBACTCHI. . .

[NocrosiB emE nmapy MUHYT B TEMHOTE, si BEPHYJIACh K OCTAIBLHBIM M OOJbIlIE HE CMOTpelia B
CTOpOHY (paBHA.

HukTo He noramascs, 4to mepe] HUMHU KOpOJib, a 51 He criemmuia 00 3ToM coodmmars. Kupo
SIBHO He KeJaJl JISNTUTHCS 3TON MH(pOpMaIHen, a yx s Tak TeM Oonee. MHe ObUIO HHTEPECHO, YTO OH
3ayMaJl, I03TOMY, KOIJla BCE YJEIIUCh CIaTh, S HE CMBIKasl I71a3 BCMATpUBajlach B TEMHOTY, TyAa,
e Jexa KOpoJib.

VKPBITHIN JIUIIb CBOEH HAKUIKOM, CBSI3aHHBIH 0 PyKaM M HOTaM, OH JIOJITO HE MOT HAWTH yI00-
HOE TIOJIOXKEHUE, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YJIErcst U ycrokowscs. 1 6oponack co cHOM, OyATO 4yBCTBYS,
yro Kupo ne criut. M 6bi1a ipaBa. Koria Bce ycHyiu, sl yBUzENIa OTOHEK, KOTOPBIA CKUrajl BEPEBKH
Ha pyKax M HOrax MYXYMHBI, HO He onajsit Koxy. Ho kak Takoe moxkeT ObiTh? $1 momymaina Osuio,
YTO MHE MT0KA3aJI0Ch, HO SIBHBIH 3aIiax ropesioll BEpeBKU He TaBasl YCOMHUThCS: Kupo mbitaetcst cOe-
*atb. Ho 51 He Morya storo ponyctuts. He 3Hat0 mouemy, HO MOe cepile He XOTeNO ero OTITyCKaThb
HU Ha MUHYTY. 51 IOTepsijia ero OqHaX bl ¥ TeTiepb He MOIJIa OTIYCTHUTh. [I0BHHYSCH pequyBCTBHIO,
s BebKAaMa. OH ocBoOOAM cebe PyKHM M HOTH, CMAIMB JIOT/Ia BEPEBKH, M, TUXOHBKO MOJHSBIINCH,
HAIlPaBUJICSl B CTOPOHY, TIe MBI MPUBS3aJIM ero Jomaab. Eme ogHa 3arajika OTKpbuIach, s MOHsIIA,
YTO 3HAYUT "OrHEHHBIN" KOposib! OH yMeeT UM yIpaByIsTh!

Korga Kupo ckpbljicst B TeHU AepeBbEB, 51 HECHBIIIIHO BCTANA M, CXBATHB JIYK, TMOILIA 32 HUM.
VBuzeB, kak Kupo oTBsi3an jomans 1 coOupaercst yaparb, OCTABUB MEHsI, s pa303JIMIach M OKJIMK-
HYyJIa ero:

— Ianeko coOpascsi? — He Moprasi, s IOCMOTpesia Ha cOeXaBIIero U3-1moj Hoca KOpoJis, Hatle-
JIMBIIACH HA HETO U3 JiyKa. Ho oH nep:xait jiommaap 3a y314y U XUTPO YXMBUISIICS.

— Tak momMo# Hajo, KpacaBuiia! — 3HAKOMOE MTPO3BHIIIE CHOBA OOJIBbIO pe3aHysio 1o cepairy. He
06pa1ua;1 Ha 3TO BHUMAHUSA, A CUJIbHCC HAaTAHYJIA TCTUBY, IIPUKPLIB OJJUH IJ1a3, BCE TAK KE CJICAWIIA
3a KaXbIM €r0 JIBUKECHUEM.

— V¥ Bac TyT, KOHEYHO, BeCesio, KOPMSIT BKYCHO M JIeXKaTh CBS3aHHBIM Ha CHIPOH 3eMJIe YI0OHO,
HO TIOpa ¥ YecThb 3HaTh! — Kupo JIeHnBO paccMaTpuBall MeHsI, Kak OYTO He BEPHII, UTO s BHICTPEITIO.
VBBI, HO OH 3a0bLJT, UTO CaM ke MEHsI M yUWJI CTPEJIATh, He Memkasi. [7Ty00oKo BIOXHYB, S MeJIJIeHHO
BBIJJOXHYJIA Yepe3 HOC.

«Ha Bpimoxe, Ameziea» — pO3ByYaId B TOJIOBE €ro ke CJI0Ba, CJIOBHO MPUBET U3 MPOILION
KU3HU. B r1a3zax koposist 3aropesicst IHTepec: BBICTPEIO Jin? PyKu MyKUMHbBI HAIPSTJIMCD, U B I71a3axX
3aropeJicsi XMIIHBIA OroHb. B ero B3misiae Oyaro untanock: «Hy naBaii ke, MOKaXu Ha 9TO COCOOHA,
neBouka». Hamo ObUIO OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO 51 YK€ HE MOIJIa HUYero ¢ codou caenars. MeHs Oynopa-
kujia ero 6;m30cThb. To, UTO OH TaK MPOCTO cOexal, Kak OyaTo paspiiekasch. Ho Oosbliie Bcero MeHs
pasapaxao ero JeHUBOE PaBHOAYIINE, B TO BPeMsI Kak s 3aropajach OT OIHOTO €ro B3IJIsa.
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Hecmortpst Ha Moro ripoBokariuio ¢ apixanuem, Kupo ocrasicst croste Ha mecte. Cmensiii. Ho u
s1 0cO00H poOOCTHIO HE OTIIMYANIACh. JKajlb, UYTO OH BCe 3a0bL.

Pe3ko, HeoxumaHHO fnaxke AJs ceOs, 51 OTIYCTW/Ia TETHBY M YBUZENA, KaK CTpesia paccekiia
BO3/IyX U Bpe3aJiach B IEPEBO MPSAMO BO3Jie yXxa Koposist. CaMOJOBOJIbHO YXMBUIBHYBILUCH EMY B JIULIO,
noOJieTHeBIIee U 3aCThIBINEE, 51 IIOKHY/IA A3bIkoM. He Bepuii, moam, 9to Kakas-To AeBYOHKa... Moe
0axBaJIbCTBO CIIETENO, KaK Ineryxa, koraa Kupo ¢ pplkom Opocriicsi KO MHe:

— Hourpanacse, Jy4yHuna!

OH, CJIOBHO JIeB, MPOHECCs] KO MHE, He /1aBasi HU CEKyH[bl, YTOObI nepe3apsaauth Jyk. Cepurie
MPOITYCTUIIO yAAAp, W, COMBAasi MEHS C HOT, KOPOJIb YPOHIJI HAC HA 3eMJTI0, HABAJIMBAsICh CBEPXY.

— Bot 1 monanace! CrieniuaibHO WU HET, HO 3ps Thl mpoMasaia! Ceituac TeOs jKAeT pacriiara,
Be/Ib C KOPOJIEM TaK He 00paIaioTcsi! — OH 3aBE MOU PYKH HaJl TOJIOBOM, KPETIKO CKUMAsI 3aIlsICThs, U
A yYBUAECIA B €I'0 B3IJIAAC BCIIOJIOXHW, KOTOPBIC HE MPEABCIIATIN HAYETO XOPOIIETO. CquamHﬁ B MOUX
BUCKAaX CTpax IMeperviesics ¢ a3apToM, HO sl U130 BCeX CHJI MOMbITaslach BeIpBaThes. [Ipodnema Obiia
B TOM, 4YTO OH BBIIIC W TAKEJICC MCHS, 1 MOU IIAHCBI PABHAJIUCH HYJIIO. HpaB)la, s BCE K€ HEUCTOBO
TpPenbIXajach U, KaXeTcs, cleaia eme Xyxe, Bellb My)KUMHa elE TeCHee MPUKAJICST KO MHE, YTOObI
ylepxarb.

— Ilpekparu! — menHy1 oH MHE Ha yXO, IMOYTH Kacasch ero ryobamu. — Tebe He CrpaBUTHCS
CO MHOM.

710 s yXkKe MOHsUIA, HO MBIC)Ib, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM OJIM3KO, He JlaBaja 1mokosi. Teruioe JpxaHue
IIEKOTAJIO KOXY, M TPe/laTeIbCKOoe JKeJlaHue PasJIiiIoch Tie-To BHU3Y KuBoTa. Her, AMenea, BO3bMH
ce0s1 B pyku!

Ero IMPUIKATOC KO MHE TE€JIO CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHO ITyTaJIO MBIC/IW, U A 0OMaHYHBO paccna61/1naCB,
AaBasi IOHATb, YTO CMHUPUJIACH C ITPOUT'PLILIEM.

JIutto Kupo 6bu10 crmmmkom 6:1m3ko. HacTonbKo, 4To 51 MOIJIa pacCMOTPETh, KaK pacIMPHIIHCH
ero 3pavyku, Koraa OH OCMOTpPEN MEHs U3YYaloIuM TsOKEBIM B3IIII0oM. OT 3TOro B3MIIsAIa M0 KOXKe
poOeKald MypaIlKH, ero AbIXaHHe YYaCTUIOCh U CTAJIO BTOPUTb MOEMY.

S nomkHa Obl1a BBIPBAThCS, HO C KaXJOM CEKYH/IO0W MHE XOTeJIOCh 9TOro Bce MeHble. Mbic-
JIEHHO OTBECHUB ce0e OIUIeyXy, 51 OLIEHMJIA, YTO XBaTKa €ro, Kak M Mpex/e, Obula CUJIbHA, HO B3IJISIA
paccesiicsl U TIOIEPHYJICS TOMHOM TOBOJIOKOW. Mnest mpuriia cama coOoid, ¥ 51 He cTajia ee JIOro
00JIyMBIBaTh, TIPOCTO CIENIANA.

Xotb pyku 1 Horu Kupo MHe 3a0;TOKMpOBaL, HO s HAIllIa eIMHCTBEHHBIA BHIXOJ] B 9TOW CHUTY-
anyu. § IpUMnoAHsiia rojoBy K ero rydam U ¢ %apoM MolesIoBaIa. . .
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I'nasa 7

I[NouienioBas ero, 51 Jake He 33 JyMbIBA1aCh, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OTPa3UTCs HAa MHe. fI XoTena OTBIeYb
ero, 4toObl BBIPBAThCS, a MOTYUUIIOCh, UTO cama cedst ke U nojactaBuia. Kupo 3amep u Hampsires,
OIIyTUB Ha CBOMX T'y0ax Mot morenyil. Ho yxke depe3 MrHOBEHHE TBUIKO OTBETHJI, KaK OYITO KJIaJl
9TOro MOMEHTA, TaK e CUJIbHO, KaK U s1. Vlu Bce 310 1 cebe mpuayMbIBaio?

[TnaBsick, CJIOBHO CBEYa, B €0 PyKax, 51 He MOIJIa OCTAaHOBUTHCS. OOBSTHS, KOTOPbIE TaK JK/1AJIa,
ceriyac rmokasajarch MHe paeM. 51 kak Oy/aTo OKa3anach JIOMa, B POITHOM KOJIbLIE PYK.

Kupo 3amyctun nasislibl B MOM BOJIOCHL M CTSIHYJ ITHYPOK, PAcChiliaB npsau no riedam. OH
OTITYCTHJI MO KHCTH, JIaB BOBMOXHOCTb IIPUKOCHYThCS K JIIOOMMOMY Jinily. Hartre npixanue cOMoch
Y CTaJo enuHbIM. $1 mpoluiack JaJOHSIMHU IO €ro CKyJaMm, Iliee U CrycTuiach K rpyau. CTyk cepaia
OITyIIAJI TaK, YTO Ka3aJIOCh CEUYac OHO BBHINPBITHET U3 IPYIH. 3HAI0, YTO JOKHA OblIa OCTAHOBUTD
MyxuuHy. {1 ke xotena ocBodoauthes. Ho ero siBHOe kenaHue, ynupaoliieecss MHE B KMBOT U TOP-
TAHHBIN CTOH, JIUIIWIA BOJIM K COMPOTUBJICHUIO.

Kak TyT octaHOBUTBCS, KOT/Ia TOMIIBI MypallieK OeryT Mo Koxe, [ejiasi ée 4yBCTBUTEIbHOM, KaK
HUKOIJA B JXM3HU, a TOMSIIIEecs IJie-TO BHU3Y KMBOTA KeJlaHWe, He JaeT MbICIUTh 3ApaBo. Kupo
CITyCTWJICSI TIOLIETYSIMU K I1iee, BbI3BaB BO MHE APOXb MO BCEMy Telly. 3amycTUB Masblibl O] MO0
pyOalliky, OH HaKpbLIT JIAJIOHBIO TPYIb U TIIyXO0 3acToHaI. Ero BTOpas pyka CIyCTUIMCh K MOUM IIITa-
HaM, a MaJblibl HAITYAIH IyTOBUILY U C JIETKOCTBIO €€ PACCTErHYJIH.

Ox, ceituac wim Hukorga! S pe3ko yKycuiia MyXX4rHy 3a TyOy U CTOJIKHYJIA ero ¢ ceOsl. YCITbl-
1I1aB MKW PBIK, 51 HE CcTajia oryisiabiBaThcs. [IoBepHYBIIMCH HA JKUBOT, s IOIXBATUIA YK U BCKO-
yriia. Ho He ycriena v IByX IaroB ciesiath, Kak Kupo yxBatui MeHs 3a Hory. Sl CHOBa ymasa, O0JIbHO
YIAPUBLIKCH IEKON O 3eMITIO.

— AX THI X MaJleHbKasi UCKyCHTEJIbHUIIA! — My)XYMHA TIOTSIHYJI MEeHsI Ha ceOsi. S mpoexasiach
JIMLIOM TIO TPSI3HOM JcTBe U Bhipyraiack. Ho Kupo Tonbko paccmesticsl.

— Huuero He Boiitnet! bosblie Tl MEHsI HE OAypayMILb!

OH noaxBaTWI MEeHs Ha PyKH U MIepeKuHy yepe3 1iedo. S oréusanack, Ho Kupo He pearu-
poBaJl Ha Mou yaaphl. EMy ObuTo He G0JIBHO, CKOpee TPOCTO JIOCTaBIsUIo HeynoOcTBa. HarHyBimch
BMECTEe CO MHOW, OH MOAXBATUJI C TPaBbl MOM IITHYPOK /1JIs1 BOJIOC U JIOBKO MEPETSHYJI MHE UM KHUCTH,
CBSI3bIBasi KpeIrye, YeM BepEeBKaMU.

41 6 moria 3akpuvath, HO Toraa cOeryTtcsi Bee U pansaT Kupo, wim gaxke yobloT. A MHE 9TOro
XOTEJIOCh MEHbIIIe Bcero Ha cBete. Cepylle yXaJio rjie-To B ToJI0Be, KOTopas OojiTajiach Ha YPOBHE €ro
MATOW TOYKU. YKYCUTb, 4TO u? Ho He ycrena st o0myMaTh 3Ty MBICIIb, KaK KOPOJIb JOHEC MEHs 10
JIOIIAJX U, TIOCTABUB Ha 3€MJIIO, 3AMETHIT:

— CrpaHHO, 4TO Tl HE KPUUMIIb. A TO 51 BCe Aymall, 4yeM TeOe 3aBsi3aTh pOT, — HEAOBEPUYUBO
B3MJISIHYJI OH Ha MEHsI OKHUjasi 4To sl BOT-BOT 3akpu4y. Ho, He yBHAEeB HUMKAKMX MOMNBITOK, Kupo
OITYCTHJI B3IJIsI]] HA MOM I'yOBI U €T0 IJ1a3a CHOBA IMOTEMHEIH. ] MHCTUHKTUBHO 00M3aia ux, a Kupo
XMBIKHYJI:

— Her yx, KpacaBunia, Tl MHE UyTb NOJTYObI He OTKYycusa. Eciu Oyneins BecTu cedst TUXO, TO
MoeJIeITh Ha JIOIIA/IU, KaK YeJIOBeK, MHauYe — MPUBSIKY TONepeK, Kak MEeIoK MyKH. BriOupaii!

— Kak denoBek! — ObICTpO CcKazasa s, MPECTaByIss, Kak Oymay OOJNTaThCs MOIEPEK JIOIAIH,
cTyua 3y0amu.

Kupo 10BOJMBHO XMBIKHYJ M YCaAWJ MEHs BIEpeAd, caM ke Ycelcs C3aAu W MPUIIIOPHII
JIOIIAIb.

Ha BocToke 3aHuMaICsl paccBeT, KOrja Mbl BbIeXasid U3 Jieca Ha IMUPOKYI0 paBHUHY. CriMHOM
YyBCTBYS MEpHOE cepliieOneHre My XIMHBI U TETJIO €ro KOXH, sl IPOTUB BOJIM 3eBHYJIA. TOIbKO celi-
yac s TIOHs1JIa, YTO He CIajia BCIO HOUb, a CKOJIBKO HaM eIl PeACTOUT exaTh — Hem3BecTHO. [loBepHyB
ronoy k Kupo, s cipocuna:
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— Kyna Te1 MeHs1 Be3€11Ib? — 5KaJib, UTO 5 HUKOTO HE CMOTJIa IpeynpeanTh. [JKOpIK MpocHeTCs
u Oynet BoHOBaThes. [lake AMUKO He ObUTO, YTOOBI TOMOYb. BOJIK Kak pa3 ncue3 HakaHyHe Hallen
BbUIA3KU. Jlymaio, oH ObLT OB paj] yBUAETh CTaporo apyra. Kupo poiaro momvan, a moTom BIIOXHYIT:

— B koponeBctBo. Thl MoI1a OBI OCTAThCSI CO CBOMMU JPY3bsIMU, U 51 ObI T€OsI HE TPOHYJI. Yexas
CIIOKOMHO, a BBl Obl TIPOJOJIKMIIM CBOM OECCOBECTHBIE JICJUIIIKM, HO Tl 3aU4€M-TO TbITAJIACh MEHS
OCTaHOBUTH !

—4l... — He 3Has YTO CKa3aTh, 3aMsiyIach, HOAOMpas caoBa. He roBOpUTh ke eMy, 4To He CMOIJIa
ero OTITyCTUTb, TIOTOMY YTO JIOOJIO 0 JPOKU B KOJEHKAX.

— Mm? — HaknoHucs Huxe Kupo, uToOsl paccnsimars Mou ciioBa. Ero apixanue 3aimekoTano
KOy BO3JIE YXa U BBI3BAJIO MPENATEIbCKYIO POXKb.

— 4 roBopio, 3a4eM MeHs1 B KOposeBCcTBO? UTO Thl cO MHOHM TaM cliesaellb? — MOMbITalach
coOparh MBICIH B KYUKY.

Kupo ycmexHyscs 1 CHOKOMHO OTBETHIL:

— ToI BeIBeJIa MeHsI U3 ce0sl, JaBHO Takoro He ObU10. [1oaToMy Opolily B TEMHHUILY, a TaM BUIHO
Oyner. MoxeT, MpOCHMIIIL TaM JIET BA/ALATh, & MOXET He CTaHy TeOsi MyYuTb U OTIPABIIO Cpasy
Ha BUCEJIHILY.

Sl 3acthina, yenbimas 314 cnoBa. OH mytut? Kakas emé pucenuia?

Kupo nmouyBcTBOBaJI, KaK 51 HAPSTIIACh M CEPbE3HO OPOCHIT:

— Th1 gymana, 9To MOXHO BBICTPEIIUTH B KOPOJIS, YKYCUTD €r0 M OCTaThCsl Oe3HAKa3aHHOM ?

S moxana rutedamu. A 4to ckazarh? Urto s BooOme ocodo He aymana. He cTOUT BBICTaBISITh
ce0s1 e OoJblneit 1ypoukoi B ero rmasax. Ho uro ke genars? [TombitaTbest yoexarsb? A 4To Hotom?
Kak cracaTh MyX4uHY, €ClIM CKPBIBAThCS IJe-TO B Jiecy OoT ero mectu? CKONbKO y MeHsI BOoOIe
BpeMeHr? Bormpockl ryeny B rojioBe MUeTMHBIM YIbeM, U 51 BhIMaInJIa:

— Koraa Mel 6yziem B 3amke?

— 3aBTpa yTpoM, — OTYEKaHUJI KOPOJIb ¥ 3aMOJTYaIL.

MBbl1 exanu 10 Beuepa, 1 TeIUio, UCXOASIIIee OT €ro TpyAar, He BSI3aJIOCh C JKECTOKMMU CJIOBAMH,
CKa3aHHBIMU UM paHee. C HEMPUBBIYKY Y MEHsI HbUIa CITUHA U JKYTKO 3aTeKJM Horu. CriermBamch
MBI TOJIBKO Tapy pa3, YTOOBI CIIPaBUTh HYK/ABl M pa3MsATh HOTH. TouHee, pa3MUHAJIACh TONBKO s,
KOPOJIb e MPOCTO JK1aJ1, IOKA 51 OTAOXHY OT €3/Ibl ¥ 3aKUbIBAJI MEHS CHOBA Ha Jiolaib. K yemy Oblia
3Ta XKaJIOCTh C OCTAHOBKAMM, €CJT OH TJIAHUPOBAJI 1O TPHE3/e BCe PaBHO MeHs Ka3HUTh? Kakblii
CKa4OK JIOIIA/IM OTJaBaJIM B FOJIOBE, KOTOpasi pacKasblBaiach u3-3a 6ecconHoi Houu. Eimé u xemyaok
ypuaJl, HACTOWYMBO TpeOys /bl

MBbI orbexay K OIyIIKe Jieca, KOTjia COMHIIE OTAaBasIo MOCAESJHUE JTyUH 3eMJIe, pacchinas ux
10 3eJIEHBIM TOJISIM M JosTMHaM. Krpo HeOKMIaHHO CTIeNICs U CTSIHYJ MeHs Ha 3emumio. [ToctaBuB
Ha HOTY MOE YCTaJIoe TeJIO CIIPOCHIL:

— Thl IeHCTBUTENBHO XOPOIIIOo cTpessienib? Vi He pacceksia MOIO TOJIOBY, CIIOBHO THIKBY, IPO-
CTO MOTOMY, YTO TMpoMa3zayia? — BHUMATEIbHBIN B3IJIS SICHO TOBOPWJI O TOM, YTO JIy4llle HE BPaTh.
Ho mue n Hezauem.

— JeiictBurensro xoporo! f He codupanack B Tebst cTpensts! [Ipocto Xotena cOUTh TBOKO
crech! — ropo 3ajpasa Hoc.

— Torpa y Te6s BbIIUI0 poBHO Hao6opoT! Hazeoch, Thl MOACTPENHIIL HAM YTKY, a HE TIPOCTO
coObellb ¢ Hee criech? — nepeapasHui MeHst Kupo u godasui: — 3arnacoB y MeHs1 HeMHoro. [lymaio,
THI TOKE HE HaeJIach TeEM TYIIKAaHUYMKOM, YTO MOIABAIU TBOU COOPaThsi?

— Ia 3as11 310 ObL1, 3a11! — He BbIAEpKaa s, TOIHYB HOTOM.

— VX, ckomnbko nbita! IloTpars ero B mosnesHoe pycio, goporasi BouTenbHUIa, — Kupo xurpo
OIJIsIZIeNT MEHsI C HOT /IO TOJIOBBI M IOMaHMII K ceoe.

$1 Me[UIeHHO TIOJIoNIIA K HEMY, He TIOHMMasl, YTO MYKYMHA OT MEHsI XOUEeT, pacCMaTpHBasi €ro
Kak B nepBbli pa3. Ceituac, npy cBeTe yXOISLIEro COHIIA, OH Ka3aJcsl TAKMM POHBIM M 3HAKOMBbIM,
YTO CJIe3bl BHICTYTANIM HA r1a3ax. [louemy ke OH MeHsI He TOMHHT?
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UYro-To cTpanHOe 0TOOpa3uiIoch B razax Kupo, HO He ycrena s HOHSTb, YTO IMEHHO, KaK OH
PE3KO pa3BepHYN MeHsI K ce0e CIIMHOM U MPUTSIHY.T Onrke. S mouyBCTBOBasIa, KaK TEIyIoe JbIXaHue
MIPUKOCHYJIOCHh K MOEH I1iee, a Cep/ille Hauaao OTOMBATh OBICTPBIN PUTM.

— Bouibes? — 1m1enoToM cnpocusl MeHsl KOpoJib, MOMVIaKUBAas KHUBOT CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb
pyoaiku.

— Her!

— Hy em€ Obl... — OTKyJa HM BO3BMUCH, B pyKax Kupo rokasascs HoX, ¥ OH JIOBKO pa3pe3al
IIIHYPOK, CTATUBAIONINIA MOM PyKU. MyKUMHA TYT K€ OTOMIEN, a s 4yTh ObUIO HE yraJa, JUIIUBIINCH
oropsl. CepauTo B3IJISIHYB Ha HETO, OTepia 3aTEKIINE PYKHU.

— W 4urto Teneps? — cripocuiia si HErPOMKO.

— Tyt Henoaasneky ectb pedymika. Hy)kHO yMbITbCS U iprBecTU cedsl B OpsAAoK. Thl moacTpe-
JIMIIb TIapy YTOK WJIM, HAa XYJIOW KOHEll, 3ailieB, U HYKHO OTHOXHYTh. S HE crajl HECKOJIbKO HOYEer
Y YYBCTBYIO, YTO CKOPO 3aCHY IpsMO 3jech. [loaTomy He TAHM BpeMs, KpacaBulia, ouuid. AX, aa,
ecJIi B3[yMaelllb OeKaTh, TO MOXkKajeels!

CrasbHble HOTKM B T0JI0CE MYKUMHBI SICHO JAaBaji MOHATb, YTO OH He IIYTHUT. Jla 1 Kyna MHe
Oexarp? S1 gomkHa OBITH PSAIOM ¢ HUM. MHe emé MpeacTOMT pa3o0paThCsl YTO 3a OMACHOCTh eMy
rpo3ut. Eciy, KoHeYHO, OH He MOBECUT MEHs paHbllie, YEM 51 Y3HAIO BCE.

MB!I ronuy B ri1yOb Jieca M yke CKOpO Nepe]l HAMU ISUCTBUTEIBLHO IMOKa3aiach MojisHa, 3a KOTo-
poii TekJ1a ObicTpasi peuka. Beyep BCTymasl B CBOM MpaBa, 51 OEKUIIACh, TIPEICTABUB, YTO HYKHO
OyleT J1e3Th B XOJIOAHYIO Body. Jlaxke AHEM ObLJIO MPOXJIaJHO, YTO YK TOBOPUTH O HOYaxX. Mbl 3abpa-
JIMCh AAJIEKO Ha CeBep U KAATh Teruia OOJblle He MPUXOIUIIOC.

Kupo noasén nomane K peke U, 1aB HAlUThCH, MPUBSI3A HEMOAAIEKY. S B 3TO BpeMs B3sija
CBOM CTpEJIbL, JIyK M HE TOPOIISICh MOIIJIa UCKATh 3aiilia WM YTKY. Y:Ke CIycTs noyiyaca s BO3Bpala-
JIach Ha MOJISIHY, BOJIOYA B PyKax ABE TYLIKU.

KunyB ux BO3je pa3Bef€HHOrO KOCTpa, 51 MOMCKaa riazamu Kupo, HO ero Hurge He ObLIO.
Bnpyr nocislmancs mieck Bojbl, M s MOLUIA HA 3BYK. BhIlIa K peuke v 3aMepria, YBUIEB IOJIOTO
KOPOJIsi, KOTOPBIN CTOSUT KO MHE CIIMHOM 110 Tosic B Bozie. Ceptie 3a0MI0Ch valle, a K JIMIy MpUInia
KpoBb. boxe, dero s msumock! 3actaBuB cebst OTBEPHYThCS, 51 cOOpaslach TUXO YHTH, HO YCTIbIIIIasa
OKJIUK:

— Kyna sxe 1b1, kKpacaBuna? Eciu peniia noarisiapBath, Tak Oy 1oopa, nocmotpu! [Toseps,
ThI HE 3aXOYelllb TAKOE MPOIYCTUT !

Bor xe...! OH Havan BBIXOAUTD, a s, YBUJIEB TO, YTO BOT-BOT JIOJDKHO OBUIO TMOKA3aThCsl U3
BOJIbI, B3BU3THYJIA U TIOOeKana K Koctpy. Benen Mue nonéccs roprannsiii cvex Kupo. HlyTauk!

OH npuiesn crycTs napy MUHYT U KUBHYJI MHE:

— Wou, TBOSt ouepesp, a s OKa 3aiiMych Y)KMHOM. Y Hac Bce Ha000poT ¢ Toboi. He Tak im?

— YTO0 THI MMeelb B BUY? — EPECIIpOCUIa 5.

— Tel mo6BLTA MsICO, a 51 TOTOBIIO. OOBIYHO OBIBACT HAOOOPOT.

S moxana njaeyamMu M COIVIACHO KMBHYJA, HA MUI 3ayMaBIIMCh, OTKY/Ja KOPOJb 3HAET, KaK
IIPUTOTOBUTH XOTh YTO-TO? ¥V HEro, MOu, CIIYyTH JeJIaloT BCe.

Bopa peiictBuTenbHO ObLIa JOCTATOYHO MPOXJiaaHou. [Ipurioch pasneBatbes JOrona, Beb
104, mTa"HaMu 1 py6ax0171 HHUYEro He 6bUIO, a4 HAMOYHMTb CAMHCTBEHHLIC BCIIHU TOJIBKO IMOTOMY, 4YTO
6010ch OBITH 3aMEUYEeHHOU, ObUTO Obl TIIYTNO. BBICTPO MCKYyNMaBIINCh, s1 HATSHYJIa Ha MOKpOE TeJlo
OfIe)kAYy M yKyTasach B ruian]. OKa3aBIIUCh BO3JIe KOCTpa, s OOHapyx)uia, uto Kupo yxe kaput Ham
MsICO. ATIMIETUTHBINA apoMaT Pa3HOCUIICA IO BCEM MOJISIHE, HAMOJHSAS POT CIIOHOM. [Iposka oT Xonoaa,
s ycesach BO3JIe KOCTpa U MoiMasia BHUMaTe bHbIN B3Isi1 Kupo.

— 3amépana?

— H-nemHoro... — mpocryyana 3ydamu s. PyOarika v mraHbl HEPUSITHO MPWIUINAA K TETy U
He J1aBajiu corpeTbes. 51 3amerwiia, uro Ha Kupo Obuta cyxast ofex/ia, Kak 3To y Hero noiaydmiocsk? He

32



P. Anekcangpus. «(He)3Hakomka miist KOpossi»

ycriesna st ClipoCuTh, KaK MY)KYMHA BCTAJT U TIO/1 MOM YAMBJIEHHBIN B3IJIsI IOAOIIEN OJMKe. Y CEeBIIHCH
PSIIOM, OH MTPUOOHSIT MEHS, U 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MOSI OJIeK 1A cama 1o ceOe BBICHIXAeT.

— Yto? Kak 310? YTO THI CIeai? — He MOIJIA ITIOHATH 1.

— DTO ceKpeT OrHEeHHOTO Kopoisi! — ynbiOHyscst Kupo u moueMy-To mocMoTpes Ha MOU TyOBI.
Bo pry Bapyr nepecoxio, U s THCTUHKTUBHO OOMM3HYNa ryObl. MyKunMHa HaKJIOHWJICS HUKE, a s
3amepia, kenasi ero Toreys OOJblie BCEro Ha cBeTe. 3a0bIB €ro CJI0Ba MPO BHUCEIHILY, s KaTHO
BIIUTBIBAJIA €70 JIbIXaHue, Kacatoleecs Moux ry0. Ho Kupo oTKJIOHMIICS |, 3aKPBIB I71a3a, BEIIOXHYJT:

— Kak 1e6s XOTh 30ByT?

A Besib IEMICTBUTENBHO, OH K€ JJake MMEHU MOETO He CIIPOCHUII 32 BECh JICHb.

— Amezea... — pa3o4yapoOBaHHO OTBOPAYMBAsICh, POLIETITAIIA f1.

Kupo pe3ko oTkpsu1 I1asa:

—Yro?! Amezea? — OH Kak-TO CTPAHHO OIS MEHSI.

— Ia, a yto?

S oxupana, 4yTo OH cefiuac CKakeT, YTO IOMHUT MEHSI, WM XOTs Obl IOMHUT MO MMsl, HO,
MoKayvaB rojioBoi, Kupo Bcras u yiesn Ha CBoe MecTo.

JlanbHeUMiA Halll YKVH MPOIIEN B TUILIMHE. ] MbITajlack 3arOBOPUTDH C MYKYMHOMW, HO OH €C/IU
¥ OTBeuaJl, TO KpaTko. Bckope s mepecTaia ero JOHMMaTh, HOHUMAsI, YTO TOT He HACTPOEH Ha Oecejy.
[Mpuiia HOYb U SIpKUE 3BE3/bI TOKA3AIUCh HAJl HAIIMMU TOJIOBAMU, OCBEIas BCE BOKPYT cepeOpoM.

Kupo nocran u3 cymku, 4To BUcena Ha cejiie, Terunylo Hakuaky. Ilocrenus ee Ha noayiike u3
JIUCTHEB, OH OOPATUIICS] KO MHE:

— 3pech XBaTUT MecTa AJ1s1 ABouX. JIOKUCH.

[Tpo3Byuasno, cinoBHO npuka3. Xots noyemy "ciioBHo"? Ho He B MOUX MpaBUIaX OTKA3bIBATHCS
OT BKYCHOW €JIpl WJI TEIUIOrO CHAJILBHOTO MecTa, TeM Oosiee psnaoM ¢ HuM. [Ipu3HatThes, s 1axe Ha
rOJIOM KaMHe criajia Obl Kak MJIaJIeHell, eCJi Obl TOIBKO OH ObLT psiioM. f ynernack u Kupo ciegom
PAacIONOKWICS Ha BBITAHYTYIO PYKy OT MeHs. ByaTo crienpanbHO Kak MOkHO Aajbiie. Hy u nagHo.

41 cmotpena Ha HeOO, BIVISABIBASICH B 3BE3/IBI, M HE MOIJIA YCHYTh. [IpuciymmBanach K AbIXaHUIO
Kupo, kotopoe 13 npepbIBUCTOrO MOCTENEHHO CTAaHOBWJIOCH poBHEE. OH YCHYN. DTO TaK CTPaHHO.
Jlymana ju 51, 4TO CIyCTsI Mecsll Tocie cMepTH (paBHa, Oyay JiexkaTb PsJOM C HUM Te-TO B Jiecy,
AaJIeKo OT JIOMA, U IyMaTh O TOM, 4TO O€3yMHO He XO4y, YTOOBI 9Ta HOUb 3aKaHYMBAJIACh?

Heoxunanno Kupo moBepHyscst BO CHe W, IPUTSHYB MeHsI OJIMkKe, YTKHYJICS HOCOM B MOIO
Makyliky. besymMHasi He:)XHOCTb pa3iuiach B IPyAUd U CTalO HaMHOro teruiee. Jlaxke MpakTH4ecKu
kapko. Koxka MykurHbl OblIa ropsiuei, Kak revka, Ho, BUIMMO, MY TO He JJOCTaBJISIO HEYJ0OCTB.

Bort THI KaKoii, OrHEeHHBIN KOpoJib. M KocTep 3akeub U3 HUYETo, ¥ BeI IPOCYIIUTh, ¥ TbUIATh
CaMOMY HE XYK€ TOTrO OTHS. ..

VY6atokaHHasi ero JpIXaHUEM W MEPHBIM CTYKOM Cepalia, s HAKOHEI-TO CMOIJIA PaccaaduThCs
U yCHYTb. YCKOJIb3asi B OOBSATHS, CHA MHE MOYYIMIOCh, YTO KHpO JIErOHBKO MoleoBal MeHs B
MaKyIKy ¥ npoientai "Amezea..." Kakoil yynecHbI COH. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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