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PomMaHbI

AHrea cmepTH

IlepBas yacTb

1

Bbu10 Tak jxapko, 4To OKHa Ha HOYb OCTAJIUCh OTKPHITBIMU. 10 casy HOCHIICS MIOIbCKUI BETE,
MIOIHUMAJI CYXOM MIECOK, IIIyMEJI B JINCThSIX IEPEBbEB, XJIONAJ CTaBHAMU. JIIoke CKBO3b COH Ka3aJIoCh,
YTO 3TO JOK[b CTYUHUT MO Kpbiile. OHa HA MUHYTY OTKpbIBaJa I71a3a. 3aHaBECKH OMIINCH 110 BETPY,
KaK JBa YepHbIX Kpbula. Jloka B3/pIXaja ¥ MpoBajMBalach B COH. BiiaxxHble BOJIOCHI NPWIIMILIA KO
n0y. Eit 6b110 kapko, TOMHO U ayniHo. OHa MIMPOKO PACKU/IBIBAIA PYKM U CHOBA OTKpbIBAJIA IJ1a3a.
Masnenbkasi Kpyriiasi po3oBasi JJyHa KaTHjlach CKBO3b Ty4UH, KaK AETCKUI MSYMK. TeMHbIe KpbUIbs
ownmcek y okHa. U rae-1o coBceM OIM3KO, y caMoro cajia, y caMoy TOCTeNH, y caMoro cepiia, Top-
’KECTBEHHO U TPEBOXKHO LIYMEJIO MOpE.

Mope? Otkyna? Benap 31ech HUKakoro Mopsi HeT. Ho BOJIHBI TiiymMenn Bce HeXHei, Bce Tpe-
BOXXHEN. . .

Kak rpycrHo. Kak xoporo. [Togymika Mokpa ot cie3. Hukoraa ere He ObIJIO TaKOM CTPaHHOM,
TaKoOM MevyasibHOU HOuM. JIIoKa MpOoTAruBaeT pyKy, nbeT Boay. M cHOBa JiyHa, U IIyMHbIE KPbLIbs, U
MOpE€, U 3aIlyTaHHBIE, JYIIHBIE CHBI. . .

...Cepuiii, 6nenHbIil paccBeT. V3 oTKpbITOro OkHa TsHET xojiogom. Hebo mourm Genoe. C
JMCTheB OecIyMHO magaeT poca. Kyctsl po3 crnado 6eneor. OT 3emiii ogHUMaeTcs TymaH. B Hebe
JIETST TyMaHHbIe 00JIaKa.

JIioka exuTcsl, XOUeT HaTSHYTh BhILIE IPOCTBIHIO, HO TPY/AHO IIEBeIbHYThCs. OHa JIEXKUT THXO,
He Burasich. Kak cTpaHHO, Kak TAMHCTBEHHO Bee BOKpYT. U can, u komHata. ['omyOoe riatee 6ecro-
MOIITHO CBUCAET CO cTysa. YyJKu, Kak 3MeH, CBEpHYJIMCh Ha KOBPUKE. Y cOCeJHEeW CTeHbl Ha KpoBaTu
ciiut Bepa. Pot nonmyoTKpbIT, JbiXaHbs He ciibliiHO. OHa KaxeTcss MepTBoil. M3-1o KkpacHoro ofesia
BBICYHYJIaCh MaJIEHbKAsl HOTA, U HOTa TOXE KaKeTCsl MEPTBOIL.

Jlioka nexuTt He meBensich. Hukorna el eme He ObUIO Tak rpycTHO. B rpyau nierkas, xomogHast
APOXb M TaKasl IMyCTOTA, TaKas C1adOCTh. ..

Jluctest 61ectAT ot pockl. Po3bl THXO KombinyTcst. Kanutka ckpunut. 3a 6e1bM TYMaHoM He
BUHO, KTO BOLIEJ B CaJl, TOJIbKO MECOK IIypPIIUT Noj Horamu. JIioka BhITATMBAET 1el0. Bot oH yxe
nof, ensimu. Apcenuit?.. Ila, ato oH. Ha Hem cepsiii kocTioM. JIuio ero neyanbHo. YepHble 1aza
CMOTPSAT paccesiHHO. YepHble BOJIOCHI IT1aJJKO TPUYECAHBI.

W 3a nieyamu orpomMHble YepHbIE KpbLIbs. .. OH MEIJIEHHO MJET IO Cajly U, HE OCTaHABJIMBACh,
He 000paunBasiCh, MOIHUMAETCS HA TEPPACY, BXOJUT B JIOM. ..

«Apcenuil HukonaeBnu», — xouet KpukHyTh JIIoKa, HO rojioca HeT.

HepeBbst cabo packaunBaiorcsi. C IMCcTheB OecIyMHO MagaeT poca. TobKo cafl, TOIbKo HeOo,
TOJIBKO THILIMHA. . .

XOJOHBINA BETep BJIETaeT B KOMHATY, IEBEJUT 3aHaBecku. Uto 310 Ob1107.. UT0?..

Tuxo, cOBCeM THXO, U BEKH yKe CHOBa onyckatoTcst. Huuero, Hudero He 66u10. TOJBKO TyMaH. . .
TosbKO COH. ..

Korga Jltoka HakoHeI[ COBCEM IMPOCHITIAeTCs, 32 OKHAMU OOBIKHOBEHHOE COJTHEYHOE YTPO.

Hapo BcraBats. JIoka BCkakuBaeT, cOpaceiBaeT pyOaliky Ha KOBPHK.



M. B. Onoesuesa. «Enucerickue Ioss»

— Mawma, — BApYyr BCKPMKMBAET OHA, — MaMa.

JBepb oTKphiBaercs. Boeraer Exarepuna JIbBoBHa:

— Jlioka, 9To CIyumioch?..

— Mawma, — kpruut Jltoka, — s1 60JIbHa, S CTPAIITHO OOJbHA.

— Yro, 4to ¢ TOOOI?

— 41 GonpHa, 1 ymupat, Mmama.

Jlioka mokasbIBaeT Jposxalieid pyKoi Ha IPOCTHIHIO:

— Bugus, s ymupaio.

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA LIETyEeT €€ MOKPBIE ILEKH.

— 4 ymuparwo. I ymuparo.

— Jla Her xe, HeT. ITpocTo Tl Teneps B3pocias, Mos MajieHbkas JIoka.

Bepa npocbinaercs, NOTAruBaeTcs, CAaAUTCs Ha MOCTEb.

— Yero TbI onsATh IyMulllb, Jlioka? Hukorga Beicnatecs He Aalllb.

— 41 6onbHa, Bepa. 9 ymuparo.

Bepa cMoTpuT ¢ HEIOyMEHMEM Ha CEeCTpy M Ha MaThb, [IOTOM I'POMKO CMEETCsl, Kayasi pacTpe-
MTAaHHOW T'OJIOBOMA:

— I'mynas To1, Jlloka. Ax kakas rynas. Y korga Tel HoyMHees?..

Exareprna JIbBOBHA MONpasiseT NOAYLIKY, I1aauT JIIOKy 110 ronose:

— Hy, 1o cBunanbs1, Most Gosnbinas gouka. Thl oseskH THXO 0 3aBTpaka. Ecim Moxelb, mocnu.
41 ckopo BepHych. [Ipunecy Tebe koHperT.

Bepa noxumaer riedamu:

— Yro *xe, Ternepb KakAbli MeCsI] UMEHUHBI CIIPaBIsATh Oynere?

Bepa noxoxka Ha camoezia B XajiaTe ¢ KaloIOHOM.

— Ckopo 1 Tbl, Mama? Y MeHs B ceMb BaHHA. MBI OMO3/1aEM. . .

JBepb 3a HUMU 3aKpbiBaeTcs. Jlioka ongHa. OHa JIeKUT Ha CIIMHE U CMOTPUT B OKHO. B okHe
BUJIHBI JIBa OONBIIHX OEJTBIX KyCcTa po3, €1 U roiydoe He6o. CTapblii caIoOBHUK B COJIOMEHHOM IIISTIE
Y JUIMHHOM TI0JIOCaTOM TIepeJHUKE MOACTPUraeT po3bl OonbMMu HOkHULAMU. [To nmopore mpooe-
raet ppokas xo3siickas codaka. Jlioka MogHMMAET TOJIOBY, YTOOB! YBUAETDH NPy, OH TaM cerldac 3a
enssmu. Ho mpyna He BUIHO, a BCTaTth OHa OouTcsl. OHa JIeXKUT, IPUCTYIINBAsICh K TOMY HOBOMY, UTO
MIPOMCXOIUT B Hel. B rpynu kakas-to ocoOeHHas JIerKocTh. Berath Obl, modesxarh Tyaa 3a Mpyj 1o
IMPOKOM topore. B3oOparbcs Ha camylo BBICOKYIO TOpY, TY, C BOIOIAIOM. . .

Ho Bcrars crparno. Takoit oHa 4yBCcTByeT ceOsi XpyMKoW. Ymajer, pa3oObercs, Kak JaiHast
yamka. Pyky HEmogBMKHO BBITSHYTHl Ha KPAacHOM Ofesle, HE HaJo JaXe NaJbllaMU IIEBEJIUTb.
Konenu miotHo casuHyThl. Mama ckaszana: jiexu tuxo. U eme mama ckaszaina, uto Jlioka B3pocnas.
Bspocnas... 3naunTt, koHYeHO AeTcTBO. UTo X, M ciaBa Oory. He xanko. DTo Bce BBIIYMKHU PO
«30JI0TO€ AETCTBO».

Tam, B Poccru, oM ObUT OOJIBITION U CTapblid. 3a OKHAMM Jiekasl Oesblii CBepPKAIOIINIA CHET,
OT HEro Jaxe Be4epoM ObLIO CBETJIO B KOMHaTax. JIioka caauiach B 3aje Ha XOJOJHBINA CKOJTB3KHIA
nonn. TlogBecku Ha JIIOCTpe THXO 3BEHENW; TEMHBIE MyCThle 3epKajia MOOJIEeCKUBAIN, 4 32 OKHOM B
MOpPO3HOM Hebe TyJsiia JiyHa co 3Be3[JaMH, Kak Kypula ¢ Ipiistamu. Jlioke Obuto crpamrHo. OHa
Kpenye NpuKUMaach K YepHON XOJIOZHOW HOre posiisl. A BAPYT U pOsulb Bpar M ceiyac XJIOMHET
KPBIIIKOW, OTKPOET POT M OCKAJIMT Ha Hee Bce CBOM Oouibive 3yObl. [IBeph B CTOJIOBYIO OTBOpEHA.
Hap cronom Bucut ammna, noOpasi, yioTHasi. BUCUT ceOe 1 CIIOKOWHO MbeT KepOCcHH. TeruIblii KeaThii
KPYT JIOKHTCS Ha CKaTepTh. 3a CTOJIOM MaMa YiTaeT KHUTY. Tak mpocTto BcTarh, mooexars Tyaa. Ho
Jlioka cuguT B TEMHOTE, Jposka OT CTpaxa, U He OTKJIMKAETCs, Jake KOrna ee 30BYT.

Jlioka HUKOMY He JoBepsiia. bosblue, OHM XUTpBIe, OT HUX He kAU aoopa. [da u Bemm Toxe
MOYTH Bce XUTphle U 37ble. [ToTom crano serye. Korna oHa noHsiia, 4to HU KO(PEWHUK, HU Yachl HE
MOTYT, Ja’Ke €CJIM OYEHb 3aXOTAT, CIeJIaTh e 3J1a.
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A mama ropopuia: «Jlioka copBasell, xpaOpasi, Becenasi. Eif Obl MAJIBUMKOM POAUTHCS. . .»
JIioKa OCTOPOKHO B3/IBIXAET, OCTOPOKHO MIOBOPAUYMBAETCS HA OOK.
«Kax xoporo 6sTh B3pociioit. .. Kak xopoIo ObITh BITIOOIEHHOM. .. APCEHUI. . . »

2

Bepa npuxopaiuBaercsi nepes 3epKajioM:

— Jlioka, mocMotpu. He Topuut jin uexomn?

N3-nox BeprHoro KpykeBHOT'O IJIaThs C331 BHIIVISIBIBAET CMELIHOM PO30BbIi XBOCTHK. JIIoKa
MIPEKPAaCcHO BUJUT €ro, HO CKaku TOJIbKO Bepe, HauHeT noammearh, nepeoneBarscsi. Yepes yac toraa
HE BBIOpaThCs U3 JIOMY.

— Her, He Topuwur.

Jlioka crapatesibHO 3aBsI3bIBAET OOMBIIION OaHT. Boockl KOpoTKue, OaHT MI0X0 Aepx)utcs. OHa
OCTOPOKHO TIOBOPAYMBAETCSI, YTOOBI OAHT HE yIall.

— Tel yero nepxuib rojioBy, Kak LIUPKOBas Jiomaab. Kaxercs, onare Moell myApoi HaryapH-
nace?

— Her, uto TH1. YecTHOE CJIOBO. ..

Jlioka OpicTpo BeITHpaeT mieku u Hoc. Ho Bepe yixe He 10 Hee. Bepa HaneBaeT nuisiy.

— Kakas Tbl xopolieHbkasi, — JIbCcTuT JIoka.

Bepa noBosnbHa.

— Hy, ugem. Mama, Tbl roTOBa?

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa BXOIMT B HOBOM CHPEHEBOM I1aThe. JIioka ObeT B J1agoImu:

— AX, KaKk Kpacugo.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHA pOOKO yibIOaeTCs:

— Xoporuo, Bepouka?

Bepa xononHO ocMaTpuBaeT mMarth:

— Ila, XOT4... s TOBOpWJIA, YTO JIy4lie Obl inoBoe. CIUIIIKOM MOJIOJO.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa cMyIaercs:

— 4 nokynana marepuio BeuepoMm. OHa Ipu CBETE MOYTH JIMJIOBAS.

— Ml KOpOTKO ONATH.

— Tr1 Haxouib, Bepouka? MoXHO BbITYyCTUTD. PyOer mmpokuii.

Jlioka KpacHeeT OT OOU/Ibl 32 MaTh:

— HenpaBpna, mama, Henipana. He Bepb. IIpocto oHa 3aBuayer.

ExareprHa JIbBOBHA TOXKE KpacHEeT:

— JIoka, nepecranp, IyNOCTH.

Bepa noxumaer riedamu:

— Yro xe, ugeM MBI UK HET?..

Onu cagaTcsl B mapke 3a CTOMMK. My3blka rpeMuT. JKeHIIUHBI B OeJIbIX M PO3OBBIX IJIAThsIX
H3aJI1 MTOXOKU Ha KYCThI IBETOB, HAl HUMH, KaK 6360‘{KI/I, MEJIBKAIOT MAJICHBKUE MECTPBIC 30HTUKMU.

Jlioka OCTOPOKHO U BBICOKO AEPXKHUT TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OaHT He ynai. U ot 3Toro, oHa 4yBCTBYET,
y Hee OueHb cepbe3HbIil Bu. Tak u Hajgo. Benp oHa Tenepb B3pocias. Bepa, mypsch, ocMaTpuBaer
TYJIAIOIAX.

— Kak xapko, — roBOpUT OHa pa3paxeHHO.

JIoka orysapIBaeTC:

— Apcenunii Hukonaesuu.

OT GBICTPOro MOBOPOTA TOJIOBBI OAHT TAHITYET Ha €€ BOJIOCAX.

Bepa ¢ genanbiM paBHOLYIIMEM pa3MeIIMBaeT caxap B Yalllke.

— He o6opauuBaiicss. CKOJIBKO pa3 roBOpuv Teoe.
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Apcennit Hukonaesud npodupaercst K HUM. Ero uepHble T1ajikue BOJIOCH ONECTAT Kak JaKu-
poBaHHbIe. [[TMHHBIE HOTH B O€JIbIX TY(QJISX CTYMAIOT HIMPOKO U YBEPEHHO.

JIIoKMHO cepplie TPOMKO ObeTCsl, M OT KaK/I0TO €ro yaapa MOANpPhIrMBaeT OaHT Ha TOJIOBe.

Apcennit HukonaeBnu caautest 3a Mx cTonuk. OH CIIOKOWHO YITbIOAeTCs:

— Hy BoT, uepe3 Tpu AHA A ye3kalo.

— Vxe?.. — Jlioka poHsieT JIokKy. Kycok BUIITHEBOro MOPOKEHOTO MagaeT Ha Oejioe IiaThe.

Bepa nogHocuT vaiky k ryoam. [Tanbipt ee HeMHoro nposkar. Ceiiyac roTHeT Kode u rmorepx-
Hercsi. Ho oHa craBuT yaiky oOpaTHO Ha OMIOAEYKO M CMOTPUT HA ApCEHUS M3-T1071 TIOJIe PO30BOM
LUIATB] ¥ IJTMHHBIX TOIKPAIIEHHBIX PECHMLI.

— Vxe?.. — cripalMBaeT OHa THXO U yibioaercs. — Kak kaib. ..

C My3bIKM JOMO# B TAaHCHOH, KaK BCerja, BO3Bpariaimch BMecte. Briepeau Bepa ¢ Apcenuem.
Czagu Jloka ¢ marepsio.

CuactiuBast Bepa, oHa uzet pssaioMm ¢ ApceHueM, CIylaer, YTo OH roBopurt. M3-moa po3oBoit
IS BUJCH KyCOK BeprHOM 1IeKM 1 MOICTPHKEHHBIN 3aThUIOK. BeprHa pyka B Oesoil nepJaTke
TepeOuT 00opKy ruiatksi. [IpotuBHas Bepa. U 3a uto eit Takoe cuacthe? OHa M HE LICHUT BOBCE.

— Kaxk TbI BeITsIHYIACh, — 03a004eHHO roBoput Exareprna JIbBoBHa. — Heysxenu teGe mpuaercst
HOBOE NaJybTo MUTh?.. Hasio OymeT norpodoBaTh, HeJb3s1 JIM pyKaBa ¥ MO0 HAJICTaBUTh. A TO OTKyAa
JEHer HaIlacTUCh. ..

Jlioka He oTBevaer, Aaxe He cabluT. OHa CMOTPUT HAa APCeHHsl, Ha ero OJNecCTsIIre YepHbIe
BOJIOCHI, Ha €ro cepblil ukak. Ha necke 1OpoXKu, BIaXKHOM IOCTIE MOJMBKY, OTYETIIMBO OTIEeva-
THIBAIOTCSI Clieqbl ero Oenbix Tydenb. Jlioka ctaBuT HOTy Ha ero ciell. B ropse uro-to Obercs, Kak
noriMaHHas TvLa. Bo pTy conoHoBaThIil BKYC, M TpyAHO AbimaTh. Ha JlloknHOM s13bIKE 3TO Ha3bIBa-
eTcsl «Cepiie B roprie». D10 ObIBaJO U paHbINE, HO TOJBKO OT Clie3. A OT paJoCTU B MEPBBIA pas.
JIioka ocranaBnmBaercs, xBataer Ekarepuny JIbBOBHY 3a pyKy:

— Mawma, ax, mamouka... Ciymai. . .

— Ecim HammTykoBaTh CFHUM OapxatoM, OyZIeT coBceM He Tak 1mioxo. Kak Tede kaxercs?

— Ha, na. bBapxarom. Henpemenno 6apxatom, — kpuuuT Jlioka, mpeirast Ha OqHOUM Hore. baHT,
OKOHYaTEJIbHO OTOPBABILKCH, 1AAET HA 3eMIIIO.

— Jloka, Tel Beqb Oobimias. Jlionu Bunsr. [lopa TeGe MOMHUTS. ..

Ha nectnuue npomaiorcs. ApceHuil KUBET BO BTOPOM 3TaXe, OHU B IIEPBOM.

— Jlo cBuAaHbs, 10 BEYepa.

JBepb 3akpbiBaeTcs. OHU J0Ma.

Bepa O6pocaer nutsnmy Ha ctoi. Jlioka mogxBaThIBaeT ee:

— Ha cron Henb3s. [leHer He Oyrer.

Bepa BoipbiBaeT nuiAny u3 JIIOKMHBIX NaJIBLEB!

— He cmeii TporaTh, — ¥ MOBOpAuMBAETCS K HEW CIIUHOM.

Jlioka xouet OOHATH CecTpy:

— He 3muce.

Bepa Tonaer Horoi:

— YOupaiics, CIBIIIAII.

Exareprna JIbBOBHA yIUBJIEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee:

— Bepa, uero bl cepauuibes?..

— A 4TO, IpUKaXelllb Thl MHE paloBaThCs?..

Bepa cHuMaer miatbe, CaquTcsl Ha KpoBaTh, cOpachiBaeT TyqJIu.

— OnsATh OpIpKa Ha MATKE.

— Ho 4ro ¢ To6oii, Bepa? — cipammuBaet Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.

— Uro? — kpuuut Bepa. — Thl eme cripammBaens uto? [ocmorpu Ha cedst B 3epKasio, Toraa
Y TIOVIMEIIb.

I'maza Exatepunbl JIbBOBHBI CTAHOBATCS KPYIJIBIMHU, OPOBU BBHICOKO ITOHUMAIOTCSI.
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— Yro TBI roBOpUIIIL, Bepa, 1 HE MOHUMAIO. ..

— He nonumaems? Ha koro Tl moxoxa? Bosockl crpukenbie, HamazanHas. [1lnsna kak y
JE€BOYKH, IUIaThe A0 KoseH. Pa3Be Tak BHIVISAAUT MaTh B3pOCIION j1ouepu?..

— Ho, Bepouka, Bejb MHE TOJIBKO TpUALATh AEBATH JeT. PaHo MHe psaauThcs crapyxoil. Y Tel
cama 3Haelllb, YTO ke s B *U3HU BUaena? B nepesne. Bol ¢ Jliokoit BeuHo xBopasu. [lama. ..

— a, manta. Th1 ObI XOTh MOMHWJIA, YTO TAITy OOJIBIIIEBUKU PACCTPEIISLIIH.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA GECMIOMOIITHO B3MaXUBAeT PyKaMM:

— Bepa, kak TbI MOXelIb?.. Pa3Be 51 He UTy ManuHON namsiT?

— Ter... Tol Memaen> MHe BBIITH 3aMyXk. BoT uro.

- 4? 4 memaio Tebe?

ITo mekam Exarepunsl JIBBOBHBI TEKYT CIIE3BI.

— A 3auem Tebe, Bepa, cOOCTBEHHO roBOpsI, 3aMy>K BBIXOIUTD, pa3 Marty OOJIbIIEBUKH paccTpe-
nsamm? — copambaet Jloka.

— JItoka, He Melaiics He B cBoe Aeso. Mnu urpars B caf, — crporo rosoput Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa.

JIoka moc/IyHO BBIXOAUT U3 KOMHATBI, HO IBEPb CHOBA OTBOPSIETCS.

— Crapas neBa, — kpuuuT JlIoka 1 yoeraer co Bcex Hor mo kopuaopy. Ho moronu Het. Bepa
3aHsATa OOBSCHEHNEM C MaTephIo.

— Ha, na, Tl MeLIaelb MHE BBIMTH 3aMyK. 3a KOro HaC BTpoeM MOryT npuHaTh? U eie sta
oOe3bstHa JIioka co cBoMM OaHTOM. A KOrja Thl Ha Oaity, Thl TAaHITyelllb OOJIbIIIE MEHSI, Thl OTOMBAEIIIb
MOUX yXaKUBaTeJei.

— Bepa, kak b1 HecripaBeyMBa. ['ocionu. A s Kuiia TOJIBKO U1 Bac. ..

Exareprna JIbBOBHA ILTAYeT, JIMLO €€ CTAHOBUTCS KAJIKUM U CTAPBIM.

—T'ocniogn, — BCXJIMITBIBAET OHA.

Bepa cuauT Ha KpoBaTH, YCTao U 3710 TepeOdst MOABS3KY.

— Hapnoeno. [lepecranb, noxanyiicta. He xouenis MHe moMorars 1 He Haj1o.

ExareprHa JIbBOBHA BBITHpAET IV1a3a:

— Yro xe 51 Mory... 1 eciu Obl Bce Tak HepBHUYAIU. Besib 51 Toke Obliia MOJIOION.

— Ja. Ho y Te6s ObL10 mipuiaHoe.

— YeM ke s1 BUHOBATa, YTO OOJIBIIEBUKH. . .

— Hukrto 1 He BUHUT TeOS, TOJIBLKO HE MELIAH.

— Xopomo, Bepouka. He cepnuce, — rosopur Exareprna JIbBoBHa npumupUTessHO. — S mocra-
patoch, BOT yBuamib. B ITapuxe.

Ho Bepa Tpsicer ronosoii:

— Her, ue B Iapuxe. 3aecs.

— 3pech. 3auem xke? Kakue 3aech sxenuxu. diomens?.. Ho gppaHity3sl He keHATCs Oe3 JIeHer.
Bonbuie HUKOrO HeT.

Bepa kpacHeer:

— Kak nukoro? A Apcenuit Hukomnaesuu?..

— Drot?.. — Exarepuna JIbBoBHa KpUBHT ryObl. — Kakoii 310 Myx?..

— Iouemy He myx?

— Eciu 11 cepbe3HO. .. Beapb Mbl Jaxke TOJKOM He 3HaeM, KTO OH. S ciblmasia npo Hero... 51
He Mory TeOe MOBTOPUTb. . .

— Her, ckaxu. Ckaxu ceruac xe.

— Hy xoporo. Tel He BoHyiics Tak. OH CTOJNBKO TPATUT, HUTJE HE CIIyKUT. MHe ropopuii. Y
Hero B [Tapuxke. .. Kakas-1o crapas aMepuKaHKa. . .

Bepa cxumaer Kynaku:

— 3amoimun. He cmeit OBTOPSITh. DTO JIOKb, JTOKD!..

Exareprna JIbBOBHA MCITyTaHHO CMOTPUT Ha J0Yb:

— Bepa... Heyxenu th1?..

11
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Bepa Bapyr oOxBaThIBaeT XyJbIMU TOJIBIMHA PyKaMU IIIEI0 MaTepH, MpsUeT JIMIO Ha ee TPy/Iu.
Cre3bl TEKyT, CMBIBast KPAaCKy C PECHUII, U TIAJA0T OypbIMHU TSATHAMHU HAa CHPEHEBBIN IIIEJIK.

— Ha, na, ma... {9 mobmo ero, — BexymmbiBaeT Bepa. — 51 mo6mo ero, 1, eciii OH He KEeHUTCS
Ha MHe, 51 yMpy.

3

Bepa ornpaBuiack ¢ ApcenueM nokynath Tyu k O6aiy. Jlioky He B35, oTTOro uto Jlioka
Memmaet. 1 Ha 6an JIlioky Toxke He BO3bMYT, OTTOro uTo JIIoKa Melaer.

Bt TymaHHbIl, BeTpeHbii ieHb. Jloka THXO 1111a BOKpYT npyaa. Ha skenTelil necok A0pokKy
BBITIONI371a OOJIbINAst YepHas yIuTKa. JIIoKa MOHsIA ee U MOJIOKIIIa Ha TPaBy.

— I'mynas, kyna 3a6panack? TeOs TyT pa3naBsat. KuBu cebe Ha 3I0POBBE. . .

Bort ynuTka momnser, ¥ HM O YeM He JAyMaeT, U He 3HaeT, KaK TPYJHO ObITh KeHIIMHOW. JlIoKa
B3JIOXHYJIa. AX, COBCEM YK HE TaK Becesio ObITh B3pociiou. .. CoBceM He Tak XOPOIIO ObITh BITIOOICH-
HOU. ApceHuil ye3xkaeTr yepe3 J1Ba JHS. ..

Ha ckameiike cugut cemast 1ama, *keHa JIOKTopa bapTo, 1 BskeT Ha CIUIax KpacHbId 6e300-
pasHblii mapd. Jloka Xo4eT NpoiTH He3aMeueHHOM, HO MajaaM bapro 30Ber ee:

— Capgpre ko MHe. — Manam Bapto rinaaut JIlokuHBI cBeT/IbIe BOOCHL. — Kakast Bbl XOpOIIeHbKasI.

Jlioka mopiuTes. Benb oHa He OOJIOHKA, YTOOBI ee TJIa/IVIIH.

— Pacckaxure mHe nipo Poccuio.

— 4l Hnuero He momHIO 0 Poccum.

— Ho Bce-Taku. Bbl Benp pycckas.

— He nomH10, 51 O6bl1a MasieHbKasi, KOTJa Mbl YeXaJIH.

— Tak Huyero u He moMHuTe?.. XOTh YTO-HUOY/IL. MEHsI OUeHb UHTEepeCyeT Ballla HecuacTHasI
ponuHa.

JIioka noxumaer riedamu:

— 3umoit B Poccuu X0510/1HO, a JIETOM KapKO M MHOTO IIBETOB.

— Hy eme, eme... A IletepOypr?..

Ho Jlioka TpsiceT roioBoii:

— 41 He noMHID.

—Yro ke, uanre, ynpsmas 1eBo4Ka. Pa3 Bl HUUEro HE XOTUTE paccKa3biBaTh. — Y Majgam bapro
OOM>KeHHBIN BU[. — MmuTe urpars.

Jlioka BckakuBaeT. Cnapa Oory, ormyctiia. M 3auem mpucraer?

Jlioka uaer aajplie, MUMO MpyAa MO TEMHBIMH KadaloumMucs easiMu. OHa He JToOUT BCIo-
MuHath 0 Poccun. [TomuuT 711 0Ha? Pa3zee MokHO 3a0bITh?.. Tak 601mbHO. Tak rpyctHo. .. Ho 06 a3TOM
HEJIb3$51 pacCKa3bIBaTh MIYIOH, UyKOM keHImHe. JIoke 1 0e3 TOro TsKelIo CerogHs, a TyT ele. . .

OHna ocTaHaBIMBAaETCs, CMOTPUT Ha HU3KOE 001auHOe HeOO, Ha COHHYIO BOJY.

[etepOypr. .. Pa3Be MoxHO 3a0bITh?.. [leTepOypr. .. W 3akpbiBaeT riasa.

...BenbIii, YnCThIN, cusIoNMiA cHer. Bee 6enoe, v Bce cusieT. YIIMIIbL, KPBIIIH JIOMOB, BO3AYX. A
HeOO sSIPKO-CHHEee, U B HEM OTPOMHOE MOPO3HOE pO30BOe COJHIIE. [10 MMpOKUM, MPSIMBIM CHEXHBIM
YJIUIaM JIETAT PHICAKM TIOJl MAJMHOBBIMHU U TOTYyObIMU ceTKamu. «beperuch!» — Kpudar pyMmsiHble
Kyuepa. B MajleHbKHX JIETKUX CaHKaX CHJISAT JaMbl B COOONBHX, B TOPHOCTAeBbIX IIyOKax. KpacHbie
PO3BI JIeKaT Ha MX KojieHsIX. KpacHsie ryOb ypI0aloTcsi, O0JbIIMe TEMHbIE I71a3a CMOTPST PacCesTHHO
Y MEUTaTeJIbHO.

[To Tporyapy mpoxonar odwuriepsl, Bojova cabiu U 3BeHs mropamu. BeICOKue, KpacuBbie,
crpoiiHble. Haj X MeTHBIMU CHUSIIONIMMHU KacKaMH pa3BeBalOTCSl KOHCKME XBOCTHL. CONHIE Urpaer
Ha UX 30JI0THIX MOTOHAX.

N Jloka Toke JIeTUT B Y3KMX CaHKaX BHU3 IO IIMPOKOM CHEXHOM YJIUIE, B/bIXask MOPO3HBIN
CUSIIOIIINIA BO3/1yX, CJIAJKUI 3aMax po3 U TETUHBIX IyXOB.
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— Xoporo Tede, Jlroka? He xomomgHo?

Cepyle Oosnbiiye 171a3a MPUOIMKAIOTCS K HEl, TerIble pyKu OOHMMAaIOT ee. CHer KOMbSIMH JIETUT
U3-TIO] KOTIBIT. Betep cBuCTUT B yinax. BHU3 1o mmMpokoi yiumiie, Tyaa, Ha TPAaHUTHYI0 HaOepekKHYIO.

— 3t1o Hega, — roBopur Tets1. — 1o Hena, Jlioka.

Jlioka XoueT OTBETUTb, HO HE MOXKET OT YAUBJICHUS, OT CUACThS.

— 310 Hega...

CorHIle cusieT, CUsIeT TPaHUT, CUSIET TPO3PAYHbIi romy0oit siea1. U 1o royoomy Jibly CKOJb3SIT
MaJleHbKue Jierkue 37b(gbl. Ha Horax y Hux cepeOpsinble KOHbKU. OHUM TaHITYIOT, TOPXAIOT, KpysKaTcs,
AepkKach 3a pyKH, U BIPYT pa30eraioTcsi BO Bce CTOpPOHbl. OHM CMEIOTCsI, cepeOpsiHbIe KOJIOKOIbYUKH
3BEHSIT, TIOIOT CKPUITKH.

Canku ocraHaBiuBatotcs. Ters Oeper Jlioky 3a pyky. M BOT oHM Ha roinyoom Jsibay. K HUM
TMO/IJIETAIOT 7b(bI, OKPYXKAIOT UX, YTO-TO TOBOPsAT. Ho cepeOpsiHble KOIOKOIBYMKHI IPOMKO 3BEHST,
Y HAYEro HeNb3s pa3o0parth. TeMHOra3blii TOHEHBKUI Tb( B Tpeyrojke caxaer JIIOKy Ha CTyJ ¢
cepeOpsIHBIMHU TIOJIO3bsIMU, M JIIOKa HECeTCsl ¢ HUM 10 ToyooMmy Jibay. Bee ObicTpeii u ObicTpeii. OHa
CIIBIIIIUT €rO0 JAbIXaHbe U, 0OEPHYBIIUCH, BUJUT €0 TeMHbIe, OiecTsIye, Becenbie ra3a. Eil crpamrHo
u OnaxxenHo. Kyna onu Hecytea?.. Kyna?.. Moxet ObITh, B TpOpYOb, MOXKET OBbITh, B Pail. ..

Ho oHa yxe onsth ¢ TeTeld B y3KHMX CaHKaX, M CHET KOMbsIMH JIETUT M3-TI0/] KOIIBIT phICaKa.

— Beceno tebe Obu10, JIIoka? — W onsiTh 3amax po3 U IyXOB U TETUIbIE PYKH.

A Bedepom JIoka CTOUT Mocpei OrpoOMHOTO, SIPKO OCBellieHHOro 3a1a. Ha Helt Genoe 1uiaThbe,
BOJIOCHI 3aBUTHI JIOKOHaMU. V1 KpyroMm a:1b(bl, T€ CaMble, YTO CKOJIb3UJIM MO TOTyOOMY JIby, HO TeTieph
Ha HUX yXKe HeT cepeOpsiHbIX KOHBKOB. HO cepeOpsiHble KOJIOKONMBUMKH BCe eIlIe 3BEHST. DIIb(]bl Kpy-
’kKatcs 1o napkery, 1 Jlioka ¢ Humu. OHa TaHITyeT ¢ TeMHOIIa3biM 3bdom. OH yabidaeTcs e, oeper
ee 3a pyKy, yBoauT u3 3aibl. OHM UIyT Mo TeMHOMY Kopuaopy. Eit onsite crpamHo. Kyna on Bener
ee?.. Kyma?.. Ho anbd momuut. OH Toskaer qeepb. OHU B KOMHate, MoyiHOM 11BeToB. LIBeThl Ha cTo-
Jax, Ha oy, Bciony. Kak cBetno, kak Terio. M nTutipl mooT, MaleHbKHUE KPACHBIE 1 JKEJIThIe ITUIIBL.
b caxaer JIioky psgaom ¢ coOON Ha HU3KUI IUBaH.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripaliimBaer oH.

— JIIoka, — OTBEUaeT OHa THXO.

— A MeHs ApceHuil.

— ApceHuit, — MOBTOPsieT (OHA) ellie THUIIIE.

OH oOHMMaeT ee:

— ¢ mo6mo Bac, JIoka.

[Tuier rpoMko mooT. M3 3a1bl TOHOCUTCSI 3BOH CEpPeOPSHBIX KOJIOKONMbYMKOB. OHa BUAUT
TOJIBKO €T0 TeMHBbIE OJIeCTSIIIHE T71a3a, ero TeMHbIEe OJIECTSIIHE BOJIOCHL.

— 41 xeHiock Hac Bac, Jloka, koraa Bbl Oyzete Oonbinoi. He 3a0yabpre: MeHS 30BYT ApCEeHUIA.
W BBI TOJKHBI MEHS KJIATh. . .

...Betep kauaer emm. B nipyay Tyckiio nobneckuBaeT Bofa. Jlioka uziet aajbliie.

A Moxer ObITh, 3TOTO M He ObLJIO M OHa caMa Bce Bbiaymasia. Ho Bemp OHa yxke BCTpeTHiia
Apcenus. U oH, koHeuHo, y3Ha1 ee. OH MMOKa MOJYMT, U OHA Toxe MomuuT. Ho Teneppb yxe cKopo.
Hapo ToibKO CITOKOMHO KIAaTh. . .

Jlioka BBIXOIUT Ha TMMHACTHYECKYIO TUIOMaAKy. Ha Tpanerwu cunut peikuil Pene, cbiH Maam
Bapro.

— A BBI TaK He ymeere, — KpuuuT oH JIIoke, noagpasHuBas ee. — Bel Tpycuxa, Bbl J€BUYOHKA.

— 9710 Bbl MHe?.. — Jlioka nmpe3puTesibHO MOKUMAET IieyaMu. — §l BaMm ceiuac MoKaxy, Kak st
He ymero. — OHa moABepThIBaeT 100Ky, B30MpaeTcs Mo JiecTHHLE. — Bot, cMoTpurte.

Ot BmoO1eHHOCTH, OT TpycTH JIIoKa 4yBCTBYeT cebst 0COOEHHO XpaOpoil U JoBKoW. BepeBku
Tpemar. Beceno 1 uyTb-4yTh cTpamrHo. OG0pBeIbCs, MONETUIIb BHA3, U KOHEIL. . .

Omna packaumBaeTcs Ha Tpareiuu. Jama ¢ co0aukoil CMOTPUT Ha Hee B JIOPHETKY.

— Kakas rpanmosHasi, — ToBOpUT OHa MYKY, — Kakasi cMesasi.
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YV Pene BHITATUBAETCS JIUILIO.

— 70 ellle HUYEro He 3HauuT. Bbl Bce-Taky IeBYOHKA.

— AX, HHU4ero He 3HaunuT? A Tak?

Bepxy1iku eneil MenbKaloT Iepes I1a3aMu, 3eyeHast 3eMJisl KadaeTcs BHU3Y. JIioka craHoBUTCS
BO BECh POCT Ha TPAIEIHUIO U, BRICOKO PaCKaYHYBIINCh, B3MaXHYB PyKaMH, C KPUKOM OpocaeTcst BHU3
T'OJIOBOA.

Jlioka BUCHUT, 3alIeNUBIIMCH 3a TPANELUIO OIHON HOTOW, U TPOMKO CMEETCS:

— Yro, MOXeTe BBl TaK?

N nobGesxaennsiii Pene armonupyet. AmonupyeT u qama. A Jlioka yxe CUAUT Ha Tparenu u
pacKJIaHMBAETCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

Kanurka ckpunut. 1o Bepa Bo3Bpataercs ¢ ApceHueM. Xopolo, 4to oH Buzes. Bepa noa-
Oeraer:

— Jlioka, cymacieaiasi, meto ciomaelib. Cre3ai.

— Ceituac. — Jlioka HaCMENUIMBO APBIraeT Horamu. — Ellle HEMHOKKO MOYIPakHSIOC.

Ho Bepa cepnurcs:

— JIiomMuiia, cite3ai, CIIbIIINIIID.

Henath Heuero. JIIoka che3kaeT Mo CKOJIb3KOMY CTOJIOY.

— JloBONBHO TpencTaBiIeHNs JaBarh, — HACMeUUIMBO roBopuT Bepa. — Ilogymaemns, kakas
«Lapuua BO31yXa».

JIoka KpOTKO CMOTPHUT Ha CECTpy:

— HanpachHo 1ol MHe Memnaeis, Bepouka. Eciu g 3aMyk He Bbliiy, TO MOCTYIUIIO B IIMPK U
Oymy xJied 3apadaTeiBaTh. DTO JyUIlle, YeM KEHUXOB JIOBUTh. BOT U ThI MOTJIa OBI. . .

Ho Bepa nepetuBaer ee:

— Jloka, y TeOst onsATh rps3Hble yimu. [Tolian BRIMOM ceivac xe.

Ha crone nexar mectb TOJCThIX KOHBEpPTOB. Ekareprna JIbBOBHA HAJIUCHIBAET MOCJIETHUM.
YV Ekarepunsl JIbBOBHBI €11l€ C THCTUTYTCKMX JIET CTPACTh K MEPETIHCKE.

— Hy, — cipainuBaet oHa Bepy, — kynuia?

Bepa pa3Bsi3biBaeT makeT, MOAHUMAET KPBIIIKY KOPOOKH:

— BoT, — 1 TOpXECTBEHHO BHIHMAET PO30OBBIE IIEJIKOBBIE TY(JIN.

— AX, Kakue npeJiecTHble, — BCKpUKHUBaeT Jloka, — kakue uyanble. [lokaxu, mokaxu.

Ho Bepa yxe 3akpbiBacT KOpOOKY:

— A Tebe 410, HE TBOU.

Jlioka oOmxaercs:

—Yt0, 9 UX cbeM, uTo . [Tokaxu.

Bepa craBuT KOpoOKy Ha CTOI:

— He nokaxy. Otcranb.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA cOOMpAeET CO CTONIA KOHBEPTHI.

— Tydunu peiictBuTenbHO npenecTHele. Thl MX BeuepoM yBUIuIIbL Ha Bepe, Jloka.

Jlioka OOHMMaeT MaTh:

— A MeHs BO3bMYT Ha 6an? MHe ykacHO XoJeTcs.

Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa cMOoTpUT Ha Bepy:

— Kak o1 gymaerb. Moxet ObiTh, B35Th ee? OHa Oynet tuxo cuzieTb. Oberiaenib, Jloka?

Bepa cepnuTo ABUraeT CTyJoM.

— Wnu ona, unmu s1. Unu ¢ Heid, 51 ocranych. Elle He XBatasio 11eJ1bIM BHIBOJKOM Bble3kaTh. Beex
BO3PACTOB, Ha BCE BKYCHI. ..

— 41 TanHIy10 He Xy*)e TeOs, HalPaCHO Thl BaXKHUYACIIIb.

— Bo-niepBbix, ThI TaHIlyelllb, KaK CJIOH, BO-BTOPBIX, BCE PaBHO HE TMOWMAeIIb, He BoMHYMcs. 1
HE Melllail MHE YUTaTh.
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— W nipaBpa, THI emie caumkoM Mana, Jlioka. S mydine 3aBTpa cBeny TeOs1 B KuHemarorpad. —
Exarepuna JIbBoBHa m1aaut JIIoky 110 meke.

— OoOermaenip, a TOTOM OOMAaHEIIIb.

— Her, 3aBTpa *e€, HEMPEMEHHO.

Ho JIoka He Bepur:

— Jaii Briepe1 IGHBI'M HA OWJTETHI.

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHa JOCTaeT U3 CyMOUKHU JiecsATh (ppaHKOB. JIIoka npsueT ux noa kimod. Eciu
Terephb HayeT, BCe-TaKu He TaK OOUIHO.

BHu3y B x0Ju1e ITyX0 U MpOTSKHO ObIOT B ToHT. Exkatepuna JIbBOBHa BcTaeT:

— Hano cerogHs nopassiiie moodeaarh, 4ToObl TeOe He CIIeNUTh OfieBaThCs, Bepa.

— WUnure, — roBopurt JIioka, — s TONBKO IUIAThe NIEpeoieHy, a To 31o MsaToe. Cym He ycreere
CbeCTh, KaK s MpUy.

Bepa oTkpsIBaeT 1Beps:

— U 410 32 KOoKeTcTBO? He BO3UCh J107r0, K aaTh TeOs He OyaeMm.

4

— Bepa, MoxHO MHE TOMOYb TeOe?

Bepa yauBiIeHHO CMOTPHT Ha CecTpy:

— Crpannas Th1, Jlioka. To nep3utiib, a To Takas yciayxauBas. Hy xoporo. [locunu tuxo, noka
s1 Oy/1y MBITbCSI.

s JTioku B ieTcTBE OBUTO MPA3IHMKOM, KOTJIa MaMa OfieBajiach Ha OaJl.

Jlioka camnack B OOJBINOE KPECHIO B YroJl U CMOTpeJia BO BCE IJ1a3a.

B MaMuHO¥ criasibHE TOpEeJTH TPH JIaMIThI, TAXJIO COBCEM OCOOEHHO: JyXaMu, ITyAPOH, sKKEHBIMH
BoJsiocamu. Berosy KpyskeBa, JieHTHI, 11BeThl. Ha KpoBaTu GapxaTHOEe TeMHO-KpacHOe I1aThe, JJTUHHBIN
XBOCT €ro, Kak XBOCT JIPAKOHA, U3BUBAJICS HA KOBpe. M TyT Xke, pAIOM C IPpaKOHBUM XBOCTOM, KaK
JIB€ MJICHbKME UCITyTaHHbIE MTHIIbI, OPOH30BBIE TY(DEIbKH.

Mawma, B nypiiamieid HukHel 100Ke, ¢ TOJIbIME OeJIbIMU TUIeYaMu, Oeraja oT TyasieTa K mkadgy u
00paTHO, BBICOKO MOJAHMMAJIA PYKH, MOAIINMIMBANIA JJTMHHYIO Kocy. [OpHIUYHAas B Oe/IoM MepeTHuKe
rpesia HMIIbl Ha COUPTOBKe. [0i1y0oe ritamst MoanpheIruBaio, IUIIIBI KpacHe M. Mama BOJTHOBaJIach,
MpockINaja myapy Ha KoBep. JIioka [pliaia Bce poBHEe U pOBHee, BEKU CIIMIAJIHCh, OHA 3aChINaa. . .

...Boza mymHO 6€XHUT U3 HUKEIMPOBAHHOTO KpaHa. Bepa B ofHOM pyOariike, HArHyBIIUCh HAJI
YMBIBAJILHUKOM, MBUTUT TUIEUH, I1Ie10, TPeT yiuu. bemast nena najaer XJonbsMu Ha 1oj1. Bepa BbITH-
paeTcss MOXHAThIM MoJioTeHLieM. [ToToM caguTcs repen TyajaeToM MpruiechBaThes. Joro mpuriaxu-
BaeT BOJIOCHI, JIbET BekKETaslb Ha TOJIOBY, 03a00YEHHO CMOTPHUTCS B 3ePKAJIO.

Jloka cinenuT 3a Hel U3 yria:

— Moiics, morics. [IpuuecsiBaiics, npuyecsiBaiics. A Tydenn HeT.

— JIioka, 4TO ThI OOpPMOUEIIIh ?

— 51?.. TeGe mokazanocs.

Ha BepuHoM 3aTbulke TOPYUT XOXOJIOK. Bepa cHOBa mpuriaxuBaeT ero IETKOH, MOJUBaeT
BEXKETaJIEM.

— A 181 Ob1 cripocuiia y Apcenust HukonaeBuda, 4To OH Aeaer. Y Hero Kak JIAKUpOBaHHBIE.

Bepa ormaxusaercs:

— He memnaii.

U 3aBs3biBaeT royioBy O6eJIbIM HOCOBBIM TUIATKOM Y3€JIKOM Ha3ajl, Kak JepeBeHckre 6aowl. U ot
3TOrO y Hee Cpa3y CTAaHOBUTCS KPYIJIOE PYCCKOE JIUIO C PYCCKMMU OA0bMMU T1a3aMHu.

— TeGe ObI Tenieps, Bepa, capadaH u neTh: «AX Bbl, CEHU, MOU CEHU».

Ho Bepe ne o necen, Bepa HepBHU4aer:

— Py6amky. [locrans pybamky. He Ty. [llenkoByio. AX, Kakast Thl O€CTOJKOBASI.
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JI1oKa cyeTuTcs OKoJIo Hee.

— Otkynopu ayxu. Hanyapu mze muieyn.

Jlioka xJiornaet OOJBIIION JIETKOW MyXxOoBKoU 1o Bepunbim 1utedam. Ilyapa mogHuMaetcs po3o-
BaThIM OOJIAaKOM.

— PoBHee, poBHee. Teneppb 3aTbUIOK, CIIUHY.

Bepa cHoBa cagutcs mepesn TyaneToM, pa3Bsi3blBaeT IUIATOK. biiectsnye TemMHble BOJIOCHI
KaKyTCsl IPUKJIEEHHBIMU K MaJIEHbKOI KPYIJION TOJIOBE.

Bepa ymwidaercs. OcranbHoe yxe nmpocto. OHa cTaparesbHO MOABOJUT PECHUIIBI, TTOIK PaIlIv-
BaeT ryObl.

Jlioka cmotput Ha Hee. «Kakast oHa xoporenbkasi. Kakue y Hee Ooblue 171a3a, U30THYThIE
OpoBu, Oenas 1est», — JIlokuHa rpyp pa3myBaeTcsi OT HEKHOCTH U ropocTu. Bot oHa kakast, Bepa.
Bor oHa kakas, ee cecrpa.

«A BCe-Taky OHa Be[lbMa, — BAPYT BCrIOMUHAET JIioka, ¥ Bcsl TOPAOCTh M HEXKHOCTh Cefuac ke
ncue3aetT. — Jla, BeapMa».

Bepa, MeuTarenbHO yabI0asch, HATATMBAET HA HOTY PO30BBIE IIETKOBBIC UYJIKH.

Ha nocrtenu, kak ropa OMTBIX CIMBOK, JIKUT Oenoe TiosieBoe riaThe. OT 3amaxa MpoiUThIX
IOYXOB CTAaHOBUTCS TPYAHO Jpliarh. Ceituac, celyac HaUHETCsl CaMOe UHTEPECHOE.

— Jlioka, Tydu.

JIoka uper Kk croiny.

— 31ech HeT, — TOBOPUT OHA YAMBJIEHHO, — HO Be/lb ThI MOCTABWJIA UX HA CTOJ Tepes] 0OeI0M.

— AX, He 3Ha. ITonmm.

Jlioka obmapuBaet Bcio koMHaty. Tydesnb HetT. Moxer ObITh, Mpuciyra yopaia. 3BOHST Mpu-
ciayre. Her, npucnyra He Bujena HUKakoi kopoOku. Ho oHa ceiiyac mouier.

V Bepbl KpacHble NSITHA Ha IEKax, IyObl JepraioTcsl.

— Yro xe 310 Takoe. Kyna Ty mornu nerbes. a uim xe, Jloka.

Jlioka OTKpbIBaeT SAIIMKKA KOMOJIA, XJIONAaeT ABeplaMu Mikadga, BHIOpachiBaeT Ha Mo Oellbe U
IU1aThsl, POETCS B HUX, 3aJ1€3a€T JJaXKe M0J] KPOBaTh.

— Hurpe Her, — Becesio KpruuT oHa oTTyaa. — [Iponanm.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa BXOAIUT B YEPHOM IUIAThe, OOJIBIION BBIPE3 MPUKPHIT KPYKEBOM.

— Xoporo Tak, Bepa? TannieBars He Oymy. O6emaro.

Ho Bepa naxe He cMOTpUT Ha Hee.

— Tydnu nponanu, — BCXJIUNbIBAET OHA.

— INponamu? He moxet ObiTh. Ceftuac HaiiieM. Thl MOKa MJIaThe HA/ICHb.

W cHoBa nepepbIBaloT BCIO KOMHATY.

— He mutaun, Bepa, — coeryer JItoka, — poxeit Oyaelb, HOC pacIyxHerT.

— Hurne vet. Ho Huyero, crapsie Tyuin coBceM yxk He Tak IUIOXH, — yroBapuBaeT Exkarepuna
JIbBOBHa.

Bepa crout nepen 3epkajioM B TIONIEBOM ILIaThe U C OTYASIHUEM CMOTPUT HA CBOM HOTH:

— Her, Her, g He noiiny. Kadmyku contel. Kak Hurenka. Xyxe HUIIECHKH.

— A TbI HE TaHIIy# U, KOT/Ia CUIUIIIb, MOJKUMai HOTH MO CTYJI, — coBeTyeT Jlioka.

— Vxe nosnHo, nonyapuch u enem. I[lpaBo, He Tak 3amerHo. He oropuaiics. — Exarepuna
JIbBOBHA MOITpaBIseT LBETOK Ha BeprHoM 1ieye.

— A MoxeT ObITh, HAlEM ellle, — B3abpixaet Bepa. — [ouriem ere HEMHOXKKO.

— 41 ceituac mkag oroaBuHy, — roToBHO npeaaraet Jlioka. — Bonbie Herae. Bee obbickaHo.

— 4 Tak pagoBasiach, Takue xopoiueHbkue. M neectu ¢ppankos crownu. Her, st He moiiy.

B nBeps cryuar.

— Bel emie He rotoBbl? — cripamvBaeT ApceHuil Hukonaesuu. — Bl 3HaeTe, yxxe OIMHHAALATD.

— Ceituac, ceituac. [Togoxaute MUHYTKY. — Bepa ObicTpo mynputcst. — Ckaxwu, JIioka, He BUIHO,
YTO f IUIaKaua’?
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— Hy xoneuHo Buano. Ho He oueHb. MOXKHO Mogymarh, 4to y Tedst HacMOpK. Tobko He 3a0y/b,
HE TaHIy# U NOI)KUMAail HOTH O, CTYJI.

[ym cryckaromuxcs 1o JIeCTHUIE aros. Tpy TeHH, 1B€ TEMHBIE, OJHA CBET/Iasl, UIYT IO Cay
MHUMO OEJIBIX KYCTOB P03, MUMO MOOIECKUBAIOIIETO MPY/a MO/ BLICOKUMHU EJISIMH.

JI1oKa BBICOBBIBAETCS B OKHO:

— Jlo cBunanbs, Becenwch, Bepa. [Momkumait Horu, He 3a0y/ib.

Kanutka ckpunmr. Youm. ..

Jlioka CTOUT B pa3rpOMIICHHOW KOMHATE Cpe/Id BAJISIONIMXCS Ha TOJTY TUIATheB, KHUT U OeJIbsI:

— Tak Tebe u HagO, Tak Tebe 1 HAJO, BEIbME.

OHa THUXO BBIXOAUT B KOPUJIOP, OIJISIIBIBAETCS, YTOOBI HUKTO HE BUJEJ, OCTOPOKHO MOJHUMAET
KPBIIIKY OOJIBIIOro X035MCKOTO CyHAyKa U JOCTaeT U3 Hero KopoOky ¢ Bepunbivu Tydiissimu. [Totom
BO3Bpalaercs K ceoe.

— Bor onu, po3oBble Tydenbku. 3apaBcTByiiTe! — OHa HEXKHO MPOBOAUT MaJIbLIAMU 10 PO30-
BOMY IIEJIKy. — 1 BUHOBaTa mepes BaMu, Bbl XOTEJIM CErOHs Ha Oas MoKTH, a s Bam nomerana. Ho
MBI BCE-TaKH MOTAHIYEM.

Jlioka HazeBaer po3oBble TY(IM U KPYXKHUTCA MO0 KOMHarte, HameBas. Kak jierko taHueBars!
Po3oBblie Tyenbku OyaTo caMu HOCSITCS T10 MOy, Kak B CKa3ke AHzepceHa. JIioka ocTaHaBIMBaeTcs,
MIepEeBOIUT JIbIXaHbe, Jepkach 3a 3epKayibHbi mKad. Kak Beceno. M3 3epkana Ha Hee OOIBIIMMU
CepbIMHM IJIa3aMH CMOTPUT JIYKaBO€, IOYTH keHckoe Juio. Kak Beceno!

...Po30BBIE cTpaycoBbie Tiepbst Beepa KONbIyTcs. JIloka ynsidaeTcst 3araloyHo ¥ paccesiHHo,
KaK JIOJDKHA YJIbIOAThCs JKeHIMHA Ha Oay. Ee mupokoe meakoBoe 1iaTbe TOMHO Iy puIiT. Mys3bIKa,
LBETHI, CUAIOLINIA NapkeT. .. JIloka MeiJIeHHO MPOXOAUT 1o 3aiy. «Kakas XopolieHbKasi, Kakas rnpe-
JIeCTHas», — MIEMYYT cO Bcex ctopoH. OHa 1apuiia 6ana. . .

— AX, kak BeceJo. — JIioka TpsiceT rosioBor 1 TpoMKo cMmeeTcsi. — A Bepa tam B ctapbix Tyduisix.

5

3akarHoe HeOo. Bricokue TeMHble ropbl. HaripaBo mopociire jiecoM ¥ TpaBo, HAJICBO CKaJIv-
crbie. I ¢ camoii BBICOKOH € IIIyMOM JieTuT Bojonaja. Ckasa KaxeTcsl JIMJIOBOHM, OT BOJIONaga Mmpo-
3payHbIM CTOJIOOM MOJHUMAIOTCST OpBI3TU. 3aKaTHOE COJHIIE ocBeaeT Bogonaa. llym Bogpl cMeru-
BAeTCs C IIIyMOM aBTOMOOUJIEH.

JIoka cuaut psaIomM ¢ ApceHreM Ha TpaBe y JOPOTH.

TyT ke NeKUT ero MOTOLMKJIETKA.

— Bac ne pacrpscio, Jlioka?

— Her. Huckomnpko.

Jloka noriakuBaeT CBOM roJible KojieHu. Horu 3aTekiu, Ho el CThIIHO Mpu3HaThesl. OHa MoTya
CMOTPUT Ha IIMPOKYIO MBIIBHYIO JI0POTY.

— Yro BbI Takas Thxas? Sl He MPUBBIK.

— Brl ye3xkaere 3aBTpa.

—Hy u?..

— MHe rpycrHo. ..

On Geper ee 3a pyKy:

— Muias Jloka, Bceryia IpycTHO paccTaBaThCs ¢ Apy3bsiMu. MHe Toxke, oBepbTe, rpyctHo. Ho
qTo e aenarb. Hano... — OH yibiOaercs. — 5 4yTh He 3a0bU1, Bellb sl KYIHJI BaM IOKOJIAJI.

— Cnacubo.

Jlioka GepeT IIUTKY, pa3pbiBaeT cepeOpsHyI0 Oymary, KJajeT B poT Kycouyek mokonaaa. Ot
CJIaJIKOTO BKyCa B HOCY HAUMHAET IIUIATh, PECHUIIB MOpraiot. JItoka rmporsareiaeT mokona. Cre3sbl
TEKYT 10 ee IeKaM.

— MHe rpycrTHo. ..
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— Yto xe 3710, JIIoka? He aysTe, He HAIO.

Ho JIoka yxe rpOMKO BCXJIMIIBIBAET, 3aKPbIBAs JIULIO PyKaMHu:

— MHe rpycTHo.

VYV ApceHus pacTepsiHHBIN BUI.

— JIoka, Jloka, nepecranbre. Hy, Munas, manenbkas Jlioka. Ilepecranbre.

JIioka mogHuMaet rosoBy. JleBas 1ieka 3arnaykasa [MOKOJIAgoM.

— Ionenyiite MeHs, U s He Oyay OOJIbIIIE IJIAKATH.

OH HakJIOHsIeTCS K Hel M OCTOPOXKHO KacaeTcsl ry0aMu ee MOKPOU, 3arauKaHHOW ITIOKOJIA0OM
IIEKHU.

— Her, He tak. B por, He To g onATh 3aruiady. — M Jlloka CHOBa TpOMKO BCXJIMIIBIBAET.

— Bul cymacmieqinasi, — MCIyraHHO TOBOPHT OH, 1IeJTysI €€ IETCKHe, COJIEHbIE OT cJie3 I'yObl.

OHa B31IpIXaeT, 3aKPbIBAET IJ1a3a:

— Ee, eme. O6unmure MeH:!

— Bl cymacmiemas. . .

Jlioka kJy1aziet rojioBy K HeMy Ha ILJIe4O:

— Her, s "e cymacinenmas. ToibKo s1 B3pociiasi, a Bbl BCE €lle CUMTaeTe MeHsl MajieHbKOM. 1
COBCEM B3pocJasi.

— Hy koneuHo, — cornariaercsi oH, 00siCb CriopuTh. — Bbl B3pociasi.

OHa 1i1yOOKO B3/IbIXaeT U Kperye NPHKUMaeTcsl K HeMy.

— Ilonenyitre mens euie pas...

— Hano exarb 10MO#i, Bac XBaTsTCsI, — POOKO TOBOPUT OH.

JIioka BcKakuBaer:

— Ila, Hano exaTb. Benp s TaiikoM yapana, onsaTh ckanaan Oyaer. Ho mouenyiite MeHs elne
pa3. Cnymaiite. .. Bl camu roBopute, 4to s B3pocias. 1 Oyay »kaaTh Bac CErofiHsi HOUbIO B HaIleH
KOMHare. Bol ipugere B can. f Belie3y K BaM B OKHO.

OH nogHMMaeT MOTOLIMKJIETKY:

— Enemre, JIoka.

— 41 6yny Bac xnatb. Bl mpunere? Oberaiire.

OHa J10BKO NpUMalIyBaeTcs €331 Ha cefijio. MOTOIMKIIETKA HECETCs 0 1opore, UIyMsl U MOJI-
CKaKuBas.

— 51 Gymy Bac x1atb, — rpOMKO KpuauT Jlioka, — oberanre. ..

Apcenuit obopaunBaeTcs K HEu:

— He Gonraiite. f3bIK puKycuTe. ..

Jlioka nexuT B KpoBaTu, NpuciymmBasach K apixaHuio Bepel. Criut? Her, kakercs, eine He
criuT. Kak Ob1 camoit He 3acHyTh. OHa murieT ce0s 3a pyKy, IMPOKO OTKPHIBAET COHHBIE TJ1a3a. Bepa
JBIIIAT BCE CIIOKOWHEe, BCE POBHEE.

— Bepa, — tuxo 30Ber Jloka.

Otgera Her. Cnut. JIIoKa OCTOPOJKHO CIIPHITMBAET Ha IM0J1, CHUMAET C Kplouka BepuH 1ienko-
BBII TIECTPHII XanaTuK, Harubaetcs, via Bepunsl HouHble Tyu. [ToTOM THXO MOIXOAUT K OKHY,
TOJIO/IBUTAET KPECIIO, PACIpaBiIsieT CKIAAKM XanaTuka. JIyHHbII CBET MajaeT mpsiMo Ha Hee.

Takoil OH yBUIMT ee ceiuac, Takoi MPeJIeCTHOM, IOUTH MPU3PAYHO. B omHoub, B OTKpBITOM
OKHE, OCBEIIIEHHOW JIYHOH. . .

7Kanp TONBKO, UTO OHA CTpPHIKEHAs] U HENb3sl PACHyCTUTh BOJIOCH TIO TieyaM, ObUIO OBl erre
KpacuBee, ele pOMaHTHYHEe. . .

Kyctht po3 cna6o 6eneror. Hag HUME KadaroTcsl YepHbie OrpoMHbIe eTi. B rpyay BmoO1eHHO
Y TPYCTHO MOIOT JIArymky. [1o HeOy, Kak cras TUKUX Tycei, ObICTPO JIETAT oOJaKa.
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OH ceiiuac npuger. [71yxo XJIONHET ABEpb, 3aCKPUIIAT IIary rno Jopoxke. OH MpoiaeT MUMO
HIEJIECTSIIMX PO3 U BCTaHET 1oJ] eée OKHOM. OH IIPOTSHET PyKH, IOMOKET €M BBIIPBITHYTh B cafl. YTo
OH CKaXerT ei?..

Cepalie HauMHAeT cTy4arh. 3a4eM oHa Io3Basia ero? Jleub B KpoBaTh, IPUTBOPUTHCS CHSAIIEH ?
Her, on ceituac npuer.

Ha nyny Haneraior o6naka. TemHo. Hudero He BugHO. MoXeT ObITh, OH YKe TYT, TIOJl OKHOM?..
Ho oGnaka sietsiT gasbliiie, 1 CHOBa CBETJIO, a ero HeT. YTo e oH Tak gonro? OH MpuaeT, oHa He
comueBaetcsi. TOBKO OB YK MOCKOPEH. ...

[TonemHory 1 JTyHa, 1 HEO0 HAUMHAIOT OJ1eAHETh. JlepeBbsl PaCIUIHIBAIOTCS B MOJIOYHOM TyMaHe.
Ot npyna tsiHeT chipocThbio. Jlioka exurcs. 3akyTaTbest Obl ofesioM. Ho Henb3st. CraHemb moxoxa
Ha TiIoK. OHa TUIOTHee 3araxyBaeT MoJjbl XajJaTtuka. Het, oH Jo/keH yBUIETh €€ KPacHUBOM.

He6o cranoBuTCS BCe cBeTIiee, JTyHBI yXKe TIOUTH He BUJHO, TAKOH OJIETHOM U TPO3pavHOM cTasia
oHa. benblil Ierkuil TymMaH MOJHUMAETCsl BCE BbIILE, 3aBOJIakKuBas cajl. Momuar JArymKky, Moiryar
AepeBbsi, Mouar 1BeThl. Hu aBrkeHbs, HU B310oXa. Tak TMXO, Kak ObIBa€T TOJIBKO HA paccBeTe, B
TAWHCTBEHHBIM Yac MEX/1y YTPOM M HOYHOM TeMHOTOI0. JIIoKa KaluiseT, ICIyraHHO 000pauynBaeTCs.
Her, Bepa criut, He cabimt. Otuero on He uaet?.. Oryero?.. Ho on npuzer. He MoxkeT He NpUiTH. . .

B cocenHeli nepkBU MPOTSKHO U TYJIKO 3BOHUT KOJIOKOJI.

3HauuT, IeCTh 4acoB. 3HAUwWT... JlIoOka TMXO BCTaer, BellaeT BepuH XajaTuk, JIOKUTCS B
MOCTEsb. 3HAUUT, OH HE MPUJIET. ..

Bepa tpsacer JIoky 3a 1ievo:

— Jla MpOCHUCH *ke.

Jlioka nofHUMAeT TSKeNyIo TOJIOBY, TPET KYJIAKOM IJla3a:

—Yro, uro Takoe?..

— Mub1 yxogum. ThI ClIUIIb Kak CYypOK.

— Koropsiit yac?..

— HeBsTh.

— leBAth. .. — JIloka ucyraHHo caauTcs Ha KpoBaTh. B nonoBuHE JecAToro yesxaer ApceHuil.
Ona Bckakuaert. ['ne Tyu? I'ne mathe?.. Cropeit, ckopeid. Heyxenu ona He yBUauT ero?..

Omna 6exuT 1o kopuaopy. 13 xomia ToHOCATCS OOPBIBKY pa3roBopa:

— Hapneroch, Bl Oyziete yacto ObiBaTh y Hac B [lapuike. Mou 1oyepu Tak MOAPYKUIUCH C BAMHU. . .

— Brnaronapio Bac, ¢ y10BOJILCTBUEM.

Jlioka ocranaBnuBaetcs. Her, oHa He mocMeeT BOWTH, OHA 3aKPUYUT, OHA yMaaeT B 0OMOPOK,
Y BCE YBUIAT, ONMYT.

Ho Bce-Taku oHa Tonkaet aepb. Ml HU4ero ocoOeHHOro He MpoUcxoauT. Bce 0OBIKHOBEHHO,
OynHruHO. Apcenuii crout nieper Exatepunoit JIbBoBHOM. Ha HeM cuHMIA KOCTIOM, KPACHBIH TAJICTYK.
Jlioka Bce BUOUT, Bce 3amMevaeT. He KpruuT, He majaeT B OOMOPOK.

— 4 yxe 6osiicsi, 4TO HE TOMPOIIAICH C BAMH, MaJIeHbKasi COHsl. — APCEHHMI MOXUMAeT e
pyKy. — Hy, pactute 60mnbimoii u ymuoii. B [apiske HaMm ¢ BaMu HepeMeHHO Halo OylieT B IMPK Ha
APECCUPOBAHHBIX JIbBOB CXO/UTb.

B cany nepen Teppacoii yMuT aBTOMOOWITb. [ OpHIYHAS YKJIaAbIBaeT B HEro YeMoJaHbl. Apce-
HUIA cOeraeT 1o JecTHUIIE.

— Jlo cBUIaHbs1, CYaCTIIMBOTO MYTH. . .

— Jlo cBupanbs, 1o Iapuxka. ..

Jlioka cMoTpuT Ha Hero. Bot ceituac, ceiiuac Bce koHuntcs. OH yezeT, 1 OOJbIlle HUYEero He
Oynet. VI BApPyT, COPBABIIKCH C MECTa, OSKHT 32 HUM.

ApceHuit yxe caauTcsi B aBTOMOOHITb.
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— Bbl, — HaunHaer Jloka Xpuruio, — BblL... — «...He npuim, a g Bac kaana», — XO4eT OHa
CKa3aTb, HO YTO-TO MEIIAET B ropJe.

ApceHuii CHOBA TPSICET ee PYKY.

— Jla, ma, — roBopHT OH, Onects Oebivu 3ydamu. — S He 3a0yny. HempemeHHo moiineM JbBOB
cMotpeTs. [Jo cBuaHbs.

ABTOMOOWIIL TporaeTcs. Bot oH Bble3kaeT Ha IOpory, BOT 3aBOPavYMBaET 3a yroj. Bepa marier
TIJITAaTKOM.

— Vexai, — roBOpUT OHa MPOTSAKHO, — yeXall... A HaM BCe-TaKM KUTb HAJIO U JIEYUTHCS TOKE.
Nnem, mama.

Jlioka ocraercs Ha Teppace.

— Yexai, — OBTOpSIET OHA HApacCIeB.

Ot GeccoHHO HOUM OOJUT rOJIOBa, B YIIIaX 3BOH.

— Vexaun... YUro teneps aenats? M crouT v BooOtiie yTo-HuOyap nenars? Kyma unru? 3auem?..

OHa MenJIeHHO BXOJUT B JIOM W, JIEpXkach 3a Mepuiia, MOJAHUMAETCS MO YCTJIAHHOW KPacHOU
JOPOXKKOH JIECTHUIIE, TIOTOM HJET MO IMHPOoKoMy Kopuaopy. [To oOe cropoHsl Oesbie 1BepH, U Ha
KaXJ0l YepHbIii Homep — 24, 26, 28. IBaauaTh BOCbMOM, 31ech kil Apcenuil. OHa Gepercs 3a
pyuky. [IBepp He 3ameprta. Jlioka crout B He3HakoMol komHate. Emie ne mpuopaHo. Bee Tak, kak
obL10 Tipu HeM. Ha crone rpyaa razet. KpacHoe onesiio cemmBaeTcs ¢ KpoBary Ha ros1. Ha momyrike
BIIa/IMHA, CJie]l OT ero rojgoBbl. OKHa 3aKkpbIThl. B HarpeToil conHuem KomHare AymiHo. Jloka rnof-
XOIOUT K MOCTENH, ITIaJUT MOLYIIKY, TPOraeT MPOCThIHU. 371ech OH criasl. OHA OTKU/BIBAET OAESIO,
JIOKUTCS B MOCTesb. OT MPOCTHIHD TEPIKO M OOMOPOYHO MaXHET erUIETCKIM TaOaKoM, OJJEKOJIOHOM.
Uy:xol, My:kcKol 3anax. B ymax 3BoH cuiibHell. Bee THX0 muibIBET niepen ria3aMu. XOJIO0/AHbIE TIPo-
CTBIHU TSIKEJIO JIOKATCS Ha Tojible KoJIeH!U. JIIoKa B3iparuBaet, MpPOKO PaCKUIBIBAET PYKH, JIAJOHU
CTaHOBSITCS C1a0bIMU U BIaXHBIMU. OHa ITyOOKO B3/IBIXaeT M OJIaKEHHO 3aKPBIBAET BEKH. . .

— JIroka, Tel HUYEro He erib. OTuero Thl Takast KpacHas? [ait s Tebe 106 momrynawo. ['ocrioam,
na 'y Tebs xap.

— I'nynoctn, mama, — BMeniBaetcst Bepa, — Huuero y Hee Het. [Ipocto oObenack Buepa MOpo-
keHbIM. [1ycTh mprMeT KacTOpKHU.

Ho Exarepuna JIbBoBHa O€CIIOKOUTCS:

— Yro y Te6s 6omurt, Jltoka?

Jlioka cnabo TpsiCeT roNOBOA:

— Huuero ne 6ommt. Tonpko B ymiax 3BoH. U emmie Tyt koner. Ceptie.

— Kakoe *ke TyT, y uieua, cepaie? Jlerkoe A0KHO ObITh. Thl TPOCTYAMIIACH.

Ho Jlioka TpsiceT ronoBoii:

— Her, cepauie. 4 3nHa10. D10 cepaie.

Koneuno ceparie. Cepatie Beerna O0MUT OT TOpS.

Exareprna JIbBOBHA HE BEpUT:

— Hayo Te6s ceituac ke yI0KHTh, OCIATh 38 JOKTOPOM.

Jlioka oToBUTaeT Tapenky, ¢ TPYIOM BCTAEeT, LEIUISAACH 3a CTYIL.

— 3T0 cepalle, He HaJI0 JJOKTOpA. . .

Jlioka GosbHa OT Tops U MoOBU. [IoKTOp ceityac mormer, pacckaxet. M Bce OyayT 3HaTh, 1 BCE
Oy/IyT CMesSITbCSI HaJl Hell.

— He nano nokropa. He xouy. 4 310posa. ..

Jlioka niexuT B KpoBatu. JJOKTOp UTO-TO THXO roBopuT. Hy KOHEuHO, uTo JIIoKa OobHa OT Topst
u mo6Bu. U Tereps Bce 3HaIOT. Bee.

Mawma Bbixoaut BmecTe ¢ jokTopoM. Jlioka ognHa. Terneppb Bce 3HAIOT, gaxke ToM, peikas X03s1i-
ckas cobaka. [laxe Ber B ee KomHarte. [a, Bemu 3Ha10T. OHM BAPYT CTAJIN BpaXA€OHBIMH U HACMETII-
uBbIMH. [TomMpoBaHHBIN KA HEMPUITHO OJIECTHT, CTOJ TOPOUTCS M XMXUKAET, CTYJIbsI TOAOEraioT
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K CaMoii TIOCTENH U IIAPKAIOT KPYIJIBIMA TOHKMMHU HOKKaMU. «BoJbHBI?.. A Kako Takoi O0Je3HbIo,
TM03BOJIbTE y3HATh. ..» CHHME U KpacHbIE KBaJPATUKU HA 000X MOATAIKUBAIOT APYT Ipyra YIJIaMy 1
CMeIoTCsl TOHeHbKUMHU rosiocamu: «Knana... He npumen. C Hocom octanack. C HOCOM. .. »

...JItoKa OTKpbIBaeT r71a3a. B OKHO CBETUT JIyHa, 3aHABECKHU THXO KOJIBIIIYTCS, PO3bI O], OKHOM
X0 KuBaloT. U ceituac xe Haj JIIokol HaKJIOHsSIeTCs: APCeHUN.

— Apcenuii?.. Ho Beb BbI yexaiiu.

— 51 BepHysncsi. MHe ckazaiy, uto Bbl O0JbHBL. 4 31echk. [ Hukyna He yitny. Crure. ..

N JTioka 3aceinaer.

VY1po... Jlloka KMypUTCA OT COJHLA:

— ApceHuid, Bbl 31€Ch?

— a, ma, cute, JlIioka. S 3mech. 4 ¢ Bamu.

Jlioka Geper ero 3a pyky:

— He yxonute, MHe crpamiHo 6e3 Bac.

— 4 mukyna He yiny. 4 6yny ¢ Bamu Beerna. S mo0imo Bac, Jloka. ..

Jlioka cuactimBa. Ho oHa Tak cnaba, Tak 6ecniomornHa. Eif gaxe TpyaHO B3AOXHYTb.

— U g Bac... — memnyer oHa.

U onAtb HOUB.

Jlioka MoiHUMaeT rojIoBy, ApCEeHUI CUIUT B KPecyie OKOJIO €€ TIOCTEJIH.

— Apcenuii, 51 He ympy?

— Ho Beap BBl COBCEM 3[J0POBBI.

— 41 6otock, uto ympy. A ciamikom cuactiusa. [lonenyiite MeHsi, ApceHUH.

OH caguTcs K Hell Ha KpoBarth, 11e1yeT ee B ryobl. CBET JIyHBI a/1aeT Ha HEro, OJIECTSIT YepHBIe
71a3a, OJIECTST YepHbIE BOJIOCHI.

— Jloka, momuute, B [letepOypre?..

— Ha. 4 xnana Bac, ApCceHUH. ...

— $1 xeHIOCH Ha Bac, Korja BaMm Oy/IeT IIeCTHAIIATh JIeT.

— Eme tak posro, monTtopa roaa. . .

— Ho pasBe Bam He xopomo?..

— AX, MHE XOpOIIIO, CJIMIIKOM XOPOUIO.

Jlioka cHOBa 3aKpBIBAET IJ1a3a.

— ITuts, — ropopur Jlioka xpurwio.

— Jlioka, Jliokouka, B3rJIsiHM Ha MeHsl. Thl y3Haenb MeHs. Kro s7?..

— Thl — Mama, — MPOU3HOCHT JI1OKa MEJIEHHO.

— V3Hana mens. [Ipunuia B ceds1, — pagoctHo kpuunt Exkarepuna JIbBoBHA. — JlokTOp, OHA
BBI3JIOPOBEET, OHA OYHET KHTh.

— Jla, — rOBOpUT IOKTOP, — Terepb OHa nomnpasutcs. — Y mynaer JIIOKKUH 1mysbe.

Exarepuna JIpBoBHa tutauet. Crie3pl TEKYT IO €€ U3MYUYEHHOMY OJIeTHOMY JIUILY.

— JIIokouKa, 1eTouKa Modl. . .

K nmocrenu nmogxomut Bepa, oHa Toxe OreqHa.

— Hy n Hanyrana xe b Hac, JIIoka.

Bepa ynbibaercs, rmaguT cecTpy 1o Ieke:

— Iomnpasnsiiicsi CKOpei, HBITIIEHOK.

Kaxwue Bce no0psie, musibie. Tonbko e Apcenuii?.. JIioka Xo4eT cripocuTh, HO SI3bIK €11e TI0XO0
caymaetcsi. [IBepb ckpunuT. 310 oH. HO BXOAUT ropHUYHAs U CTaBUT OyKeT pO3 HA HOYHOM CTOJHUK.
Po3bl, kKoHEuHO, oT Apcenus. Jlaxke cripammBarh He HaJ0. A OH, JOJKHO ObITh, criuT. OH Tak ycra,
Be€/Ib OH HE OTXOIMUJI OT Hee.

Jlioka ynpi6aetcs. Kak xopolio BbI3IOPaBINBaTh, KAK XOPOIIO KHTh. ..
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...OKHO B caj oTKpHITO. JII0OKa BUIUT TEMHBIE €JIU ¥ KyCOK royiyooro Heba HaJ HUMU. Bombliast
Mpo3pavHasi CTPEKo3a BieTaeT B KOMHaTy. Bepa knaner Ha JIlokMHY KpoBaTh CBOE roiy0oe IIesTKoBOe
I1aThe:

— 310 Tebe, YTOOBI THI CKOpEe BhI3IopoBesia. MHe OHO y3Ko, TeOe OyJeT Kak pas.

JIoka tporaer ruiaree. [enk HexkHO CKpUnUT 1of, najbiiaMu. Kakoe kpacusoe. Jltoka Bcerga
moboBasack uM. Bapocioe, HacTosiee miarbe, He TO YTo JIIOKMHBI MEIIKH C IIPOPE30M ISl TOJIOBbI
U PyK.

— Yepes Tpu AHSA THI MOKEILb BCTaTh, — TOBOpUT Exareprna JIbBOBHa, 11e1ys 104b. — Thl paja,
Jliokouka?

Ha, JTioka pana. Jlioke xopomo. Ho... Ho Apcenuii... C Tex mop Kak oHa npuiuia B cedsi, OHa
He Bujena ero. Yexan?.. Orvero torna He Hanucan eil? Y oryero Hu mMama, HU Bepa He roBopsr
o Hem? Jlioka xaer ero. JJHeM v HOUBIO, KAXKJBIM Yac, Kaxaylo MUHYTYy. OHa ero HeBecTa, OHa He
6ecriokontcs. U cripammBare He Hamo. Ho xxaaTh Bce TpyaHee. ..

Jlioka cuauT B Kpeciie Ha Teppace, MoXy/eBlasi, BHTsAHyBIasics. Ha neit BepuHo romy6oe ra-
Th€, HOTH 3aKyTaHbl TuieqoM. OceHHee COMHIIE KOCO OCBEIAeT Cajl, KyCThl OOETAIONMX PO3 U MPY/.
ITancnoH yxe myct. Bee pazbexanuchk. TONbBKO B IEPBOM 3Taxke KUBET Kakas-To crapyluka. bonbiie
HUKOTO.

INopa B MNapmxk. U Tak 3acupaenuck u3-3a Jliokunou 6omesnu. Ho teneps Jlioka, cnasa 6ory,
3noposa. [a, Jlioka 310poBa. D10 3ameTHO 10 Bcemy. Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa OOJIbIIE YK€ HE CMOTPHT
Ha Hee TAKMMM BOCTOPKEHHBIMU BJIaXKHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, Bepa onaTh orpsizaercst U, HABEPHOE, JKaJeeT,
YTO mojapuiia roixyooe riathe. Benp u 6e3 miares Jlioka momnpaBuiiachk Obl.

— IlomanyTt rpomasiHblil cyeT, — B3abpixaeT Exkarepruna JIbBoBHa.

Bepa kuBaer:

— Eirie Ob1. .. ObUTO OBI XOTH 32 YTO JICHBIM TUIATUTH. A TO TIEJIBIA MECST] MYYHUJIHCh. . .

— Heyxenu Jlioka xBopasa uesnsiii mecsn?..

— Hy koneuno, mama. Pa3ge Tbl He moMHuIb? OHa 3aXBOpajia JBEHALATOro aBrycra, B IeHb
orbe3aa Apcenns Hukonaesnya.

JI1oKa BHITATMBAET LIEIO:

— Pasee Apcenuit Hukonaepuu?.. — 1, He KOHYMB, OECIIOMOIITHO MPHUCIOHSETCA K CITMHKE
KpecJia 1 3aKpblIBaeT IJiasa.

He nano, He Hago cripammBare. Hu 0 yeM He Hajio cripaimBark. ..

Bropas yacts

1

Bosnbioii rTemHoBaThlii Ki1ace. [TapTel cnuiikom HU3KH. Jlioka ropOUTCs, BHITATUBACT AJIMHHbIC
HOTH, PAacCesTHHO CMOTPHUT Ha YEPHYIO JIOCKY, Ha reorpagpuueckue KapThl, HA OYKACTOrO YUMUTEs.
Psinom c Heli cumut KypHocas tonctast iBonHa. ['yos1 IBoHHBI OBICTpO 1HeBensATCs. JIloka 3Haer, 4to
WBonHa memuer: «CBATON AHTOHMIA, C/IENaiiTe Tak, YTOObI MEHsI He BbI3BaIU. Sl BaM J1aM J/iBa cy,
CBATON AHTOHMIA. ..» VIBOHHA HUKOT/Ia HE YYUT YPOKOB M TPYCcHT. JIIoKa Aaxke HEMHOTO 3aBUIYET e,
00sIThCSl Bce-TaKkM Beceliee, YeM TOJIbKO 3eBaTh. JIloke O0SAThCSI HEYero, OHa XOPOIIO YUUTCS.

Jlioka Bo3Bpariaercsi B MeTpo. Ha cranium Bce Te e HajoeBle pekjaMbl. [IBa rycs B yer-
YMKaX KJIOIT U3 KECTSHOW KOPOOOUYKM MAIITeT U3 TYCHHBIX MEYEHOK U MoxBanuBaioT: «Ah! Que
c’est bon!»!

I'mynbie yTku. BesHpaBcTBeHHas pekiiama.

! Ax! Kax BKYCHO! (¢hp.)
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Homa B masieHbKo#1 TecHOM KBapTupe B [laccu eie ckyunee. [IBe cianibHble, CTONOBAs U KyXHS,
a TMOBEPHYThCS HETJie, M XOAUTh MTPUXOAUTCS Beerga OOKOM, 4ToO He 3aeTh 3a CTOJ WM KPOBaTh.

3a obenom Exkarepuna JIbBOBHA, B3bIXasl, pa3IMBaeT CYIIL.

— Bce npopoxaer. S mpocTo He 3Haw, 4TO MBI OynieM fenath. Hajmo SKOHOMUTS. . .

U sxonomst. Cnaskoro Gosibllie He TOTOBST U Jake B KuHeMartorpad He xoast. Bepa notepsiia
CITykOy, LIeJIBIMH JHSMH MTPOMAAAET B TIOMCKaX HOBOM M CTAHOBHTCS Bce 371ee. Beuepom oHa BbIIIM-
BaeT KPECTUKaMU MO KaHBe JJIsl PYCCKOW MaCTEPCKOM.

Jloka cagutcst psIoM ¢ Hel o1 JIAaMIION B CTOJIOBOM:

— Jaii s1 TeGe momory.

— OT1cTanp, UM ypOKH yUUTb.

— 4 yxe konunna. [aii, s ymero. TeOe ke BHITOTHEE.

— Otcranb, roBopsT Tede. S He HyKJaloCh B TBOEH MOMOIIIH.

Jlioka 3aMOJTKaeT U OT HeYero JiejaTth CYMTAaeT MOJOCKU Ha 000s1X. [IaTHaqIaTh CUHUX, IIECT-
HaJI1aTh KeThIX. Bripouem, OHM y:Ke TaBHO COCUMTAHBI, U OIIUOUTHLCS Helb3s1. [loToM npruHuMaeTcs
3a 00bsiBIIcHHS B Tazete. Ho u TyT HMUero HoBoro Her. 3yOHas jedeOHuia «3y0», mokTopa Crerr
u PriOko. CrientHo mipofaeTcst KBapTupa B MenoHe.

B nonoBuHe necsitoro pasuaercs 3BOHOK. JIIoka O€KUT B MPUXOKYIO OTKPHIBATH.

— 3npascrByiiTe, Bnagumup MBanosuy.

— 3npascrByiite, Jlioka. Bamu goma?

Jlioka rpe3puTesIbHO KPUBHT T'yOBI:

— I'me e uM OBITB?

Brnagumup VMiBaHOBMY CHUMAET NAJIbTO HA ILIEJIKOBOM MOAKJIAKE, TONPABIISIET MEPe/] 3ePKAJIOM
rajicTyk u Oosplinve poroBele ouku. Ha pyke y Bnaguvupa ViBaHOBMYA KpYTIJible 30JI0THIE Yachl, U
NopTcurap y Hero 30i0Toil. Jlioka yBaxaer 6orarctBo. Biaguvup MiBaHOBUY BXOAUT B CTOJIOBYIO.

— 4l He momeman? — copanvBaeT OH.

— Her, HanipotuB. Mbl O4eHb pajbl.

Bepa nocnemHo koH4aeT nygpurtbesa. Bnagumup MBaHoBUY cauTCs K CTOY.

— OTtBparurenbHas noroja, — rosoput oH. — Kak y Bac xoporo.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa KMBaerT:

— Ha, oceHb...

[Totom maer Ha KyxHIO cTaBUTh camoBap. Biagumup VBaHOBMY M3-110J OYKOB CMOTPUT Ha
Bepy, Ha ee Oenylo pyKy, Ha UTOJIKY, HAa KPAaCHYIO IIEJKOBYIO HUTKY M KaHBY.

3a yaem Bsi10 pasroBapuBaioT. Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA HaKJIaIbIBa€T BapeHbE:

— 41 cama ero Bapwia. B aTom roay jieto xkapkoe ObLI0, STl MHOTO.

Jleto... Benble KycTHl po3, Kavyalomuecs eJiu, pyi, roaydoe HeOo U ApCceHHi. . .

Jlioka Moya pa3MelvBaeT caxap U BAPYT OJIHUMAET IOJIOBY:

— A nouemy Apcennit Hukonaesnu He ObiBaet y Hac?

Bepa kpacHeer:

— Orcraub, JIioka. Momuu.

— Ilpuner eme. HaBepHoe, oueHb 3aHAT, Beb y HEro MHOro Jei... Ho takoe ym jieto y Hac
B Poccun? — Gwictpo roBoput Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.

— a, nog, MockBoii. ...

Korna tema o Poccun HakoHel ncuepriana, CHoBa HacTylaeT MojldaHue U cHoBa Exartepuna
JIbBOBHA cTapaeTcsi 0:)KMBUTH Pa3roBOp:

— Hy, JItoka, pacckaxu, 4To y Bac B JIMLIEE HOBOTO.

Jlioka nepraet miedoM. DTOro TOJIbKO He XBaTaslo, YTOObI U I0Ma Tpo Jviiei. BepHo, UM yxe
COBCEM HE O YeM I'OBOPUTh, pa3 O TAKOM CKYKE CIPAIIMBAIOT.

— Ona y MeHs niepBasi yueHuua, — xsacraercst Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.
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— VausButensHo. — Bnagumup VBaHoBuY yibidaercs Jlioke. — Beapb pycckast Bo (ppaHiry3ckoM
nvtiee. TpyaHO, HOMKHO OBITh.

Ho Bepa oOpsiBaer ero:

— Enie Ob1 oHa stleHMsIach. 3a Hee JeHbr MIaTAT. Jlo/KkHa TOHUMATh, He MaJleHbKasl.

B neenaguarh yacoB Binagumup MBanoBuu yxonut. Tenepb cniath, a Ha3aBTpa BCE CHAYaJIa.

2

UYetsepr. C tuxux aepebeB JIIOKCeMOyprckoro caja mafaiT phKKUe JTUCThS.

Jlioka cuaut Ha ckameiike Mex .y XxopolleHbkoi KaHHoii u KypHOcoil IBOHHOIA.

— Cpirpaem ertie naptuio?

WBonHa BBITUpAET JIOO PyKOW:

— [Hocunum. 4 ycrana.

— Tel ToncTyxa, — rooput Kanna npe3putesibHO. — C TOOOW CKYYHO UTpaTh.

CosHile OCBeIaeT pbIKUE JIEPEeBbsl, CTaTyH, LIBETHUKH, JIECTHUIIBI U JBOpel. MrpyiieyHsie
KOpalOJIMKY IJIaBAIOT B KPyIyioMm OacceiiHe. TpaBa erie coBceM 3ejieHast, U BO3/IyX TETLIbIM.

Jlioka pa3mMaxuBaeT pakeTKOM:

— Ja, na, IBoHHa, ¢ TOOOH CKy4HO. B TeHHHUC THI He Urpaelllb, Oerath He MOXelllb, 1 HUYero-
TO Thl HE 3HAEIIIb.

— Hy, monoxum, 51 3Ha0 ropas3io OoJblie Teosl.

— To1? YToO THI 3HACIIH?

NBoHHa ropao BHIPsSMIISIETCS:

— MHoro, x0T Obl, HAIPUMED, YTO HAJIO JeJIaTh, YTOOBI UMETH JICTEH.

7KannHa xoxo4er:

— Hamura yem ynuButh. S 3HaI0 maxe, 4To HAIO JesiaTh, YTOOBl HE UMETh AETel. XOdYelllb,
pacckaxy?..

[exu KanHbl KpacHewoT. IBOHHA HAKJIOHSIETCS K HEl, Tia3a O1ecTsT.

— Pacckaxmu. ..

JIioka 3a)xumaer yum:

— He cwmeit, He cmeit. S He xouy. 3amonuu, KanHa.

OHa BCKaKMBaeT cO CKaMeNKHU U yoeraer.

7KanHa orosser ee:

— Kyna 181, ipuHIiecca-aHegotpora? Eciiu He xouenib, 4ToObI 1 paccKasbiBaja, sl Te0e KHIKKY
npuHecy. Cama npoutenib. O4eHb UHTEPECHO.

— Her, 1 KHUTH HE HazO.

— Bupumie, s 3Ha10 Gonbitie Tebs1. Hedem Te6e ropauthest. 'y TeOs BU ICBUOHKH, 2 Y MEHS. . . —
NBoHHa ¢ y10BOIBCTBUEM TTPOBOIUT PYKOM MO CBOEH I'PY/IH.

JIioka mopuTes:

— DTO HEKPACUBO U HEMOHO.

— I'mynoctu. My>K4uHBI 3TO JTIOOST.

— A 11 IOYeM 3Haeb? Bot y mens cectpa Bepa. ToHkasi, miiockasi ¥ IONOJIHETh OOUTCS.

— A B Hee MHOTO BITIOOJIAIOTCS ?

— VixacHo. JIBoe yxe 3acTpesuinch, — (pantazupyet Jloka.

— A 1ebs oHa OOUT?

— Ob6oxaer. Bee, uto s xouy, aenaer. KoHdersl mokymnaer.

— CuactmBas Thl, Jlioka, — B3apixaer KanHa. — Y MeHs OpaT Bce MEHsI MydaeT, 3a BOJIOCHI
Jeper.

MBoHHA CHOBa MPOBOAUT PYKOMU IO TPYIU:

— A Bce-Tak¥l MYy>KYHHBI 3TO JIOOAT. . .
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— OTkypga Thl 3Haellb?

— Mmne Ilons ckazain.

— Ilons?.. — nepecnpamusaer Jloka.

— Hy pna. INonb, Mot gBotoponHblil 6pat. OH MPUXOAUT K HaM IO BOCKpeceHbsiM. M B Kopu-
aope. ..

— Yro B kopuope?...

MBOHHA BBIKUIATEILHO MOJIYHT.

— Hy, ny, — Jlioka Tpscer ee 3a muiedo. — Yto Takoe B kKopugope?

— B xopugope oH... — FIBOHHa CHOBa yMOJIKaeT.

— Hy, — Bckpukusaer Kanna.

— OH 6onb1110i1, — ToBOpUT MBOHHA MeuTaTenbHO. — EMy yxe BoceMHaaath jieT. OH CTy/eHT.

— W 4ro xe B kKopuaope?..

— B xopunope on ooHumaer meHs... U nemyer.

— Heyxenu? — yxacaercs ’Kanna. — U 1ol no3Bosnsiens?

— Kak He no3Boimmth? OH CHIILHBIN.

— Kyna on nenyer 1e6s1? B ryoni?

— Ia, B ry0sl. B merw. U konenn.

JIoka kpacHeer:

— Konenu. ..

— a. Crauvana 51 6osiiach, HO Temepb. . .

— A ecnu BorayT?

— Torma Gyner ckanga, — crokoiHo rooput MiBonHa. — Ho uTo ke s Mory? OH CUJTBHBIN.

7Kanna cmotput Ha VIBOHHY COOKY:

— A TbI He Bpellb?

MBoHHA BO3MYyIIIAeTCA:

— YecrHoe cyioBo. Xoyelllb, B BOCKpPeCeHbe MPUBEY ero cioaa?

— IIpuBenu, HENTPEMEHHO NPUBEAM.

VBoHHa 4yBCTBYeT ceOst TepOHHEN.

— Hy a 181, )Kanna. Heyxenu Te0s erie HUKTO He 1eIoBa1?

7KaHHa rpycTHO KayaeT XOpOILEHbKOU IOJIOBKOM:

— Her, Hukro. A te0s, JIroka?

JIioka noxumaer riedamu:

— 41 61 MHOTOE MOTJIa paccka3arhb. U monHTepecHee, uem MIBOHHA, TOJIBKO HE BaM, BbI CJTUIITKOM
13 7%01 58

— Cama TBI yMHa, — orpbizaetcs MiBonHa. — [IpocTo TeGe CThIIHO, YTO paccKas3aTh HEvero.

Jlioka cHOBa MOXUMAET IJIeYaMMU:

— Moxer OBbITh, ¥ €CTh 4TO, J1a He TeOe.

OHM uayT 10 NPSAMOH, LTy pIIAIEeN PelKUMU JIMCThSIMU ajuiee. Brany BUJHBI IIMPOKKE BOPOTA.

— Kro ckopeit o 3a0opa, — kpuunrt Jlioka. — Pa3, aBa, Tpu. — U Hecercs Bniepey.

Munyty KanHa 6eXUT psIOM, TUIEYOM K TUIeuy, TOTOM TOIOT ee HOT cinabeeT, OHa OTCTaeT.

— Ilepsas, g nepBas, — kpuuut JIIoKa, Iepxkack 3a peleTKy. — A Bbl Uepenaxu.

[o ynuiie Mumo cana mpoesxkaeT Takch. CKBO3b CTeKJI0 Ha JIIOKYy CMOTpST uepHbIe OecTsimnue
rasa. U psygoM B iyOuHe MajieHbKas roiy0asi muisna, coBceM Kak y Bepbl. OnHa MUHYTa, U yXe
HET TaKCH.

Apcenmil... Heyxenu Apcenuii u Bepa?.. nu tonbko mokasanoch?.. JIloKa CTOUT OKOJIO
3a0opa ¥ CMOTPHT Bciies Takc. Heyxenu 31o Obut oH?..

7Kanna nepraer JItoky 3a pyky:

— Yo ke Tl He OTBevaelb? Xovellb urparsb B JInaaoepra?
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HOro,

3

CamoBap mrymut Ha Oesioll ckaTepTH. Psaom ¢ Ba304koii ¢ BUIIHEBBIM BApEHbEM MOTKH Kpac-
CHHETO U JKEJITOTO 1IejKa. Bepa Monua 1mibeT, HakJIOHUB TEMHYIO, [T1aJJKO IPUYECAHHYIO TOJIOBY.

Brnagumup ViBaHOBMY BIIOOJIEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee:

— Ceronns ObUT UyHBIA AeHb. Bol ryssm, Bepa AnekceeBna?

— Ia, rynsna. — Bepa BHUMAaTeIbHO CYMTACT CTEXKKH, HE TIOMHUMAS TJ1a3.

Jlioka cTaBUT Yariky Ha OJoaLe.

— A g 6bi1a B JliokcemOyprckom cany. Ckaxu, Bepa, Tel He mpoe3xana Mumo B Takcu? C

Apcennem Hukomnaesnuem?

— 4?.. — Bepa pe3ko noBopaunBaetcs K cectpe. HoxHMLbl cO 3BOHOM JieTAT Ha 1on. — 1?7 C

Apcennem Hukomnaesuuem?.. Thl ¢ yma comuia.

— Yero 1o cepautbes? MHe nokazanocs uzganu. Lnsmna romydast, coBceM Kak y TeOsl.

Bepa rycro kpacheer:

— Mauio nmu B Ilapuke romyObix nuism. § cerogHst BooOIe He BBIXOIUIIA.

— Ho kax e Tbl TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPMJIA, UTO TyJsiia?

Bepa erie 6ombliie KpacHeeT.

— dl He rynsia, 1 xoauia 3a paboTol B MacTepckylo. Apcennst HukonaeBuya s ¢ ieta He BUjena.

U kakoe tebe aeno?..

— S Huuero. .. MHe TonbKo nokazanock. ['omy6ast nuisna coBcem Kak TBos. U. ..

— Ortcranb. Kak Tbl cMeelb pucTaBaTh, 3MEEHBII ..

Bepa BcTaet, nryMHO OTOIBUTaeT CTYJI U yXOIMT, XJIONHYB JBepblo. Illenkaer kiou.

— Hy Bot, — oropueHHo ropoput Biagumup MBanoBrY. — Kak HEXOPOILIO BBIILIO.

Exatepuna JIbBOBHA cTapaeTcsl Ka3aTbCsl CIOKOMHOIA:

— Bepa tak HepBHa. Bbl ee n3BuHUTE, NOXaNyiicTa. Sl MHOrIA MPOCTO HE MMOHMMAIO, YTO C HEM.
— Hepgsl, nomxHO ObITh, MasioKpoBHe. M1 Bepa AjniekceeBHa CIMIIKOM MHOTO padOTaer.

Jloka TpsiceT rompoBoii:

— Ona? OHa uensiMu AHSMU Tiporiajgaet. Bropyio Henemo Bee Ty ke Oy3Ky BBIIIABAET.

— Jloka, Tel oniATh cyenibesi? He nqoBosbHO ¢ Tebs, uto Bepy paccrponia?

— Omna cama paccrpounsack. Sl HU4ero He ropopuia, Mama. MHe TOJIBKO MOKa3aJoCh. . .

— 3Haelb MOCIOBHUILY: KOTjia KakeTcs, Toraa Kpectsarcsi? CIMIKoM Thl OONTIINBA.

Jlioka HajtyBaeT ryObl:

— Xopomo. Teneps MoT4yath Oyay.

Biagumup MBanoBuY nporaercs.

— Kyna ke BbI Tak paHo, — ynepxusaet ero Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa. — Bepouka ceituac BBIIIET.

Bepouka, Bnagumup MIBaHOBUY XOUET YXOIHUTb.

XacrT:

I{OOTBCTaHeT.BH&HHMHPI&B&HOBHH}EPCHHHEHBHOCMOTpHTHaHBeprHaﬂbHH,HOTOMEBHH-

— Her, yx s nyumie noiay. [opa. [lepenaiite, noxanyiicra, IpuBer. ..

JIoka rpoBoXkaer ero B nepeAHow. Biagumup MIBaHOBMY HAIEBAET NAJBTO.

— Hexopormo o6uxats cectpy, Jloka.

— O6umumb Takyo. OHa cama Beskoro oouant. CroKOMHON HOYH.

— Croxoninou Houu, JIoka.

Jloka Bo3Bpainaetcs B ctosoBylo. Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA CHIUT 32 CTOJIOM ITO]] JIAMITOM, TOJIOKUB

TOJIOBY Ha PYKY.

— Mawmouka, munas. Yto ¢ To6oi? Tebe rpycTHO?..
— Ax, Jlioka. Pa3Be MHe JIerKO Bce 3TO BUAETH?..
Jlioka He MOHUMAET, YTO 3HAYUT «BCE ITO», HO CEPALIEe CKUMAETCS OT KaJOCTH.
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— Mawmouka, 310 nipoizier. Trl yBUIMIIb, KaK OyIeT XOPOIIIO.

— Mawma, — kpruuT Bepa n3-3a nepu. — f He Xxouy, YTOOBI STOT 3MEEHBIII cTiai co MHOI. [TycTh
HOUYET IJIe 3HaeT. f ee He BIIyIy.

— Xoporo, s Bo3pMy JIioky k cede. Ho Tl BiycTu MeHst, Bepouka. f xouy ¢ ToO0# mpoCTUThCSI.

— 4 yxe nerna, MHe JIeHb BCTaBaTh, CIIOKOWMHOW HOYHU.

JItoka ObeT B JIaIOIIIH:

— Bor kak uygHo, s Oyay craTh ¢ TOOOM, MaMOUKa. . .

Jlioka JiexuT Ha IMBaHe B KOMHaTe Matepu. [IMBaH TBepIbIi U y3Kul, 1 60ka 00m14T, HO JlIoKa
OmaxeHcTByer. C MaMO MOKHO TIOTOBOPUTH, Mama He o0JaeT, Kak Bepa.

— U torpa oHm younu ee, paspesain Ha Kycku u Opocwi B CeHy. .. Tol cyrmaenis, Mmama?..

— Cru, — conHo otBevaet Exarepuna JIbBOBHA, — yXe MO3HO.

Temno, Tuxo u Terio. KpacHas nammnanka muraer nepe UKOHOM. OBaJIbHOE 3epKaJI0 TYCKJIO
noOJsieckuBaeT HaJ quBaHoM. [loocatoe Kpecyio B yIiTy KakeTcsl TBUaHCKUM KaTopkHUKOM. [Tpura-
WJICS, TIPUCE]T Ha KOPTOYKH, KJIET, YTOOBI MPHITHYTh C HOKOM Ha ropJio.

— Mawma, nocyai.

JIoka BBICOKO MOKUMAET XOJIOAHbIE KOJIEHH, IOBOPAYMBACTCS Ha JAPYTroi OOK, B3JbIXAET.

— Mawma, TbI b ?

Ha nocrenu myprar npocTbIHU.

— Yo Tebe, JIioka? — crpanimBaeT COHHBIN TOJIOC.

— Mawma, nocnymait, He cnu... Ckaxu, Thl He 3Haelllb... EcTb Takue ctuxu y JlepmMoHToBa —
«AHTes cMepTH». Thl He IOMHHUIIIB ..

— Kakue eme tam cruxu? Cou. ..

— AX, Mama, — B3BOJTHOBaHHO IiterueT JIioka, — sl Bce BCIIOMUHAIO U HE MOTY 3aCHYTb.

— I'nynoctu, nepekpectuch u ciiu. JIepMOHTOBA 3aBTpa B OMOIMOTEKE BO3bMEIITh, TOT/IA U TIPO-
YTelllb. A TEenepb CIu.

JIioka 3aMOJIKaeT Ha MUHYTY.

— Mawma, — cripaiMBaeT oHa CHOBa, — Mama, Thl BUJeJIa, KaKk yMHUpPAIoT?..

— Momuu, JIoka... M 4T0 32 cTpaxu Ha HOYb, IEPEKPECTUCH U CIIU.

Tuxo. CkBO3b TEMHBIE 3aHABECKHU HA OKHE Ta/1aeT Y3KUi1 3eJICHOBATbIN JIy4 YJIMYHOTO (poHapsI.
Jlioka mogHMMAeT rojioBy ¢ MOIYIIKH, BCMAaTPUBAETCs B 3€PKaJIO HAJl TUBAHOM. YJIMUHBIE TEHU, pac-
IJTBIBYATHIE U CMYTHBIE, CKOJIB3SIT MO TeMHOMY cTekJy. CtpaiiHo. Jloka nmpr:KuMaeT pyKu K Tpyau.
Kto 310 Tam B miryomue?.. Kto?.. KpoBb MeyIeHHO ¥ MyUYUTEIbHO OTJIMBAET OT CEpAlla, U TaJIbIIbl
xonozetoT. Kro sto?.. Heyxenu on?..

— Mawma, — menver Jlioka, — Mama, Thl BUJIeNA, KaK Mary paccTpeuBau?

— JIoka, — BckpukuBaeT Exarepuna JIbBOBHA U 1IeJIKAeT BhIKJIIOYaTesiem, — JIloka, 4To Tl FOBO-
pyLIb?..

Jlioka cUaUT Ha KPOBATH M IIIUPOKO PACKPHITHIMU [J1A3aMU CMOTPUT B 3€pKaJIO. Xy/Ible TIeun
B3JIParvBaloT MO HOYHOU PyOaIKOM.

— 3aueM ThI 3ak11a cBeT? 3auem? Eme MuHyTa, U 51 yBUzea Obl ero.

— Koro?.. Yro b roBopwiiib, Jlioka? Yro ¢ T060i1? Beirieit BoapI.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa HakJIOHSIETCS HAJ| Hel, HO JIioka Mmpsyer Juio B MOAYIIKY.

— OcraBb MeHs. S yxe moutu Bujesa ero. A teneps Bce nponajio. [Tpomnaso.

4

Co cmeptbio y Jlioku crapele 1 cioxHble oTHomeHus. [1satu et Jlioka ciymana cka3ku mpo
BOJIIIIEOHUIT ¥ 3JTBIX KOJIYHOB, MPHKUMASICh K MAMUHBIM KOJICHSIM.
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— Mawma, Bezib 310 Bee enie moBroputcsi? He npaBya jim, HOBTOpHUTCS ? — CIpalnyBaiia oHa, one-
Hest. — W BommeOHuIpbl, 1 KonayHsl? Korna s BeIpacTy, a Tl Oyaenis MeptBasi. [a?

W mama rpycTHO yibI0anach:

— PasBe ThI x0uerb, 4TOOHI 51 ymepina?..

— Ax Her. Ho Benp 6aOymika yxe ymepia. 3HauuT, Tenepb TBos1 odepenb. Ho Tl Bce-Takwy,
noXasyicra, noxusu eine. be3 Te0s MHe OyieT OYeHb CKYYHO.

Jlioka cockanb3bIBajia C TEIJIbIX MAMHUHBIX KOJIEH, Oponia Mo OONBIIOMY HEOCBEIIEHHOMY
J0MYy, TIOKa He Tomnajiana B AJMHHBIA Kopuaop. VI3 kopumopa nopora yxe ofHa — XOTs 1 3arpeTHast
— mpsIMO B KyxHIO. JIIoka poOKO ToNKana JBepb M OCTaHaBIMBaNtach. B KyxHe Obuto kapko. [lnmra
MbIajTla KPAaCHBIMUA OTHSIMH, B KaCTPIOJIAX M Ha CKOBOPOJKAX YTO-TO KHUIENO U kapwiock. CUHMI
YallHMK TOJICKaKMBaJI, XJIONas KpbIKoi. Boga B HeM OysibKajia HEMPHUATHO M HacMelLMBo. Jlioka
OTBOPAYMBAJaCh, JIydllle HE CMOTpeTh Ha Hero. OHa OCTOPOKHO TMOAXOAMSIA K TOJICTOM KyXapKe U
Aepraja ee 3a NepeJHuUK:

— AKCHUHbBS, pacCKaxH Mpo yepTei.

W kyxapka, oMenmBas 4To-To JAePEBSIHHON JIOKKON B KACTPIOJIbKE, Ceiivac ke HaunHasa:

— A 06b110 3710, GaphiHA JII0Ka, 1aBHO, KOT/a Bac ellle ¥ Ha CBeTe He ObLI0. A 5 Torna Obuia He
TaKasl, KaK Terephb, a KpacaBHIIa, 3aryisAeHbe, Koca JI0 TIAIT, I71a3a KaK 3Be3/Ibl, caMma pyMsiHasi 1a Oemasi.
Bort u nay s oqHax b1 IporTHCh. TONBKO BHIIIUIA U3 Cella — IIISIKY, Y CAMOTo Jieca TPOHKa CTOUT, 3Be-
HUT OyOeHIIaMH, SIMIIIMK C TIABTUHHBIM ITIEPOM, KOHU OBICTpBIE, B CaHsAX OapUH, YepHSBBINA, OOpPOIKa
KJIMHYIIKOM, TIy0a ThICSYHAs U mmanka 6o0posasi. Criesiasl OH MHE 9TaK pyuKou: «Di, KpacaBuIa,
CaJICh, MMPOKauYy». 5 ObLIO YK M HOXKY B CAHU 3aHECNA, a TYT KaK MOAYeT BeTep, 1 ¢ OapuHa Iarky
JOJION. A MOJI AMKOW-TO BOJIOCH KypuaBble U poxkkH Topuat. Hy, s1 Ha3aa, nepekpectuiiach. Tombko
CHET CTOJIOOM TIOIIeNT, HU OapuHa, HA TPOUKHU. A eciu Obl cea B CaHH, IPSIMEXOHBKO B aJI, B MEKJIO
JOCTaBIJI OB MEHSI, 2 TaM 32 HOXKKH Ja Ha CKOBOPOAKY. Kapbes ceOe, Kak OTiH, YepTsaM Ha pajioCTh.

— A tenepb, AKCHHBS, YepTell yKe HeT?

— Teneps yxe HeT. Bee mepeBenchk. 3aTo Ternepb OONBIIEBUYKY . BONBIIIEBUYKU-TO, TOBOPSAT,
elie MoyvuIie yepren OyayT. ..

B oHO yTpO BCTa)IN € MCITyTaHHBIMU JIMIIAMU, OETaJIv 10 JOMY, YKJIAIbIBAJI YeMO/IaHbI U CyH-
ayku. Hano ynuparts, 3aBTpa OyaeTr mo3iHo. . .

V JTioku ObUT MaJICHbKUI aHTOPCKUI KOTEHOK. JIIoka 0YeHs JIIoOwIa ero, 1 MepBoi €e MBICIIbIO
obu10: a Crynka?

— Mawma, Crynka noeger ¢ Hamu?

— Her, xyna c xommkoii. Tam TeGe HOBYIO KyIuM.

— Mawma, noxanyiicra, BozbMeM Ctymnky. f He mory 6e3 CTymnku.

Ho mama HeoXxuaHHO paccepauiiach:

— Her, ckazano Te6e. Het. Ctymnka ocranercsi. He mpucrasaii. 1 6e3 Te0s1 ronoBa Kpyrom ujer.

— Tak Crynka nHe noener?..

— Her, Her, u He Tormuuck nox Horamu. Yoy urparts.

Jlioka He 1J1aKkana, oHa B3sijla KOTeHKa Ha PyKH M BBIIIUIA B caJl. BhUIO TUXO, XOIOAHO U IPYCTHO.
Benoe oceHHee CONHIIE CBETUIJIO CKBO3b roJible BEeTKH. [lecok ckpwuren mog Horamu. Jlioka cena Ha
kavenu, npuwkrmasi CTymKy K TPy/Id.

— Crynka mo#t, Ctynouka. Kak Tel Oynernis 6e3 meHs, Ctymka?..

OHa OTTOJKHY/IaCh HOTOM, ¥ Ka4eJId TUXO 3aKadainch. OT UX MEPHOTO YKaUMBaHbsI CTAJIO eIle
IpyCTHEH, ele Oe3HaaekKHE!.

— Crynka moi. .. — Jlioka rnoiiesoBaja ero mymcTyio mepctb. — CTynouka. . .

Kauenu ocranoBuuce. Jlioka cMoTpesa Ha Oepesbl, Ha TSKeJIO JIETEBIIYI0 BOPOHY, Ha KPBIITY
noma. KoTeHKy Hajoesno jexarh HeMoABMKHO, OH 3arfapanal JankaMmu 1o JIIOKMHOMY IJ1aThIo, CTa-
pasicb ocBoO0OANUTHCA, HO JIIoKa Kperrye mpuxaiia ero K rpyau 1 BcTaja:

— Crynka mou. Hukomy He oTam, He OCTaBIIIo.
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Omna o6oruia oM, TUXO MPOoOpaiach Mo Y3KOU JieCTHUIIe Ha Yepraak. Yepaak ObL1 OOMBIION U
HU3KMIA. Bclofy cTosiiim CyHIyKH, CTapble CTYJIbs, AUBaHbl, Kagdbl. C NOTONKA CITyCKalach MayTUHA.
CkBO3b MaJIeHbKOE KPYIJI0e OKHO Tafajl MbUIbHBINA COTHEYHBIN JIyd. JIIoKa 3aTBOpHIIa JBEpb, 3allljia
B YroJj 3a mkad H, CTaB Ha KOJICHU, HaYaJla phiThCs B Kyue Mycopa. KOoTeHOK kaloOHO 3aMsTyKall.

— Ceituac, ceituac, Ctynouka, Mogox/iu.

Jlioka noaHsna ¢ nony BepeBKy M Bcrasa. IloTom chenasia U3 BepeBKM METIIO, MOLEI0BaIa
KOTEHKa NPsIMO B MOPAOYKY. KOTeHOK HeToBOILHO (DHIPKHYIT U JIU3HYJT €€ B TyObl MaJICHBKUM IIIep-
IIIaBBIM SI3BIKOM.

— Crynka, mo#t Ctynka, npouia. . .

Omna npuBsi3aja KOHell BEPEBKU K BBICOKOM CITUHKE CTYJIa, HAKMHYJIA TIETII0 KOTEHKY Ha IIel0.
KoTeHok noBuUC B BO3/Iyxe, OTUasSHHO JIpbirasi Jankamu. Jlioka 3axxmypriiack, 4ToObl He BUIETh. Koraa
OHa B3IJISIHYJIAa HA KOTEHKa, BCe yke ObUIo KoH4YeHO. OH BHCeN Ha BepeBKe, pacKauMBasiCh B3a] U
BIiepel], Kak MasTHUK. Jlanku ObutM pactonbipeHbl. PoT mmpoko packpbiT. Kpyribie cTekyisiHHbIE
71232 CMOTPEJHU MPSIMO Tiepes COOOM.

— Crynka, Crynka!

Jlioka rpoMKo 3aruiakania. M BOpyr 3axJIonasid Kpbljlbsi, M YTO-TO BJIETENIO B OKHO. JIIoKa BTS-
HyJIa TOJIOBY B TUIEUH M C KpUKOM Opocuiiack 3a mkad. Kpbuibs, XJiomnas HaJ| ee roJIoBOi, TPOHECIIHChH
nasbine, Tyaa, kK Crymnke. JIioka 3abuiack B caMblil yrod, Xomozes OT yxaca. 9To AHre1 CMepTy IpH-
neren 3a CTynKUHOM aymioit. A3paui, AHren cmeptu. JIioka 3Hasa, OH Beerja mpujieTaeT 3a IylamHu.

Cepatie TpoMKO CTy4yaslo, M KOJIeHU JIpoxanu. Jlioka 1oaro crosjia, MPUKaBIIMCh K CTEHE.
[ToToM HaKOHeIl OCTOPOKHO BBINISIHYJIA M3-3a MKada. Beiio Mo-npexkHemMy THXO, MBUILHO U ITyCTO.
KoteHok Bucen yke HENOIBMKHO, €ro BbITApallleHHbIE CTEKJISIHHBIE Ila3a BCE TaK XK€ CMOTPENH
MPSIMO Tiepei COO0M0, JTAITKK BCE TaK K€ TOMOPIIUIIMCE. BOBIION cephlil ToyOb CHJIEN Ha BHICTYTIC
KPYIJIOro OKHa, CKJIOHUB royioBy HaOok. Ho Jloka 3Hana, 310 He OH. DTO AHTe] CMepTH TpujieTal
3a CTYNKMHOM AymIoi. AHres CMepTH, a He TOTyOb.

— Jlioka, Jlioka, — 3Banu BHU3Y. — OnieBaiicsi ckopee, cervac efieM. . .

B skunaxe Exarepuna JIbBOBHa BCIIOMHMIIA!

— A rz1e ke TBOsI Kolka?..

JIoka ckazana rpycrHo:

— KoKy B3s11 aHrel.

Ho nukTo He oOparmi BHMMaHus Ha ee oTBeT. He Tem Obutn 3aHATH. W HUKTO Oosblie He
cripamuBai o CTynke.

A depe3 HeckosbKO JiHer JIIoka Tyssiia mo Oepery Teruioro YepHOro Mopsi M YIUBIISUIACH,
MIOYEMY YEPHOE, KOIJa OHO Kak chHbKa. KpacHoe Kpyriioe orpoMHOE COJHIE ME/IJIEHHO OITyCKaloCh
B CMHUE BOJIHBI.

— Mawma, — 6ecriokonnach JIioka, — comHIle ynajio B Mope. PhIOBI He CheiSIT ero 3a HOub?..

Benple yaiiku, XJ10nas KppulbsIMU, KPYKWJIACh HaJ rooBoM. JItoka 3akpeiBaa I71a3a, U e Kasza-
JIOCh, YTO 3TO AHren cMeptu JieTUT 3a CTYNKMHOUM JTyIION, U cepjille TPOMKO CTy4asio OT yXkaca U
OaxeHCTBa. . .

5

CHoBa THUM UayT 3a AHsAMH. Jlurei, motom obea 1 Beuepom camoBap, Brnaguvup MBanoBwy,
Bepunbl kpectuku u pasroBopsl o Poccun.

— 4 cerogns nuia no Enuceiickum Ilonsim, — ropoput Exatepuna JIbBoBHaA, — Tak Kpacuso,
JepeBbsl, BAAM apKa, 1 HeOO coBceM 0COOEHHOe, Kak ToJbKO B [lapuike ObIBaeT, Mpo3pavHoe, BBICO-
koe. Tak kpacuBo. U Bce-Taku s 1UIa U JiymMasa: JIydilie HUKOraa Obl MHE HE BUJETh BCErO 3TOTO.
Jlyume 651 MHE ObITH B POCCUY HECYacTHOM, YeM 3[1eCh CUaCTIIUBOM. . .

Bepa nogHuMaet roioBy M 3aAyMYMBO CMOTPUT B YTOJI.
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— la, — B3apIxaet oHa. — M 1o pycckoii 3emiie Tak Jierko xoauth. Teneps yxe cHer B Poccuu. ..

JIioka noxumaer riedamu:

— A xak xe, Bepa, 6e3 I'anepu Jlacaiier? ['1e Obl THI TaM JICHTOUKH TIOKYTIAJIA ¥ OIHY Tapy
MepYATOK M0 JEeCATh pa3 MeHsla?

Ho Bepa, He orBeuas, 1mibeT, HAaKJIOHUBIIMCH HaJl KAHBOM. . .

B nBenanuats noxarcs cnare. Jlioka cHoBa cnut BMecte ¢ Bepoii. Bepa monro moercst u npu-
yechiBaeTcs. [IoToM Tymur cBer.

— CrniokoriHoi HouH, Bepouka, — 3auckuBaioiie roBoput Jloka.

— Cnu, — cyxo orBevaet Bepa.

Bepa Bce Tak ke HepBHa, pa3pakaTh €€ HeJb3sl.

JIoka 3akpeiBaer rmasza. Jlioka cour. ..

...Eli cHUTCS, YTO OHA JIeKUT Ha IIMPOKOM HU3KOM IIEJIKOBOM JuBaHe. OHa rosasi, i HeJlIOBKO,
cThIIHO. [IpUKPHITHCS Obl, HO HUYETO HET, HU MPOCTHIHD, HU OJiesIa, HU MOAyIeK. [{uBaH MIOCKHH,
IIeJIK XOJIOMHBIN U CKONb3Kui. JIloka GecrokoitHo nBuraercsi. KomHara coBceM ImycTasi: HU CTYJIbEB,
HHU CTOJIa, HU JIa)ke KOBPa Ha Mofy. B mmpokoe, Bo BCIO CTEHY, OKHO BUJHBI TOJIBKO CHHEE IPO3pavyHOe
HeOo U Oosblas Kpyras JyHa. JIyHa CMOTpPUT IIpsAMO B KOMHATy. JIyHHBIH CBET Majiaer mpsiMo Ha
Jliokunbl HOTH. JII0OKa CKUMAET U pa3KMMaeT KOJIeHH, XOUeT CIpATaThCs, YUTH OT JiyHbl. Ho Hekyna.
JIyHHBI CBET 3aJIMBaeT ee HOTU, IPOXOAUT MEX/Y KOJICHsIMH, Yepe3 JKUBOT, IPy/lb, TOPJIO, U BO PTY
Ha KOHYMKE SI3bIKA €r0 BKYC, POXJIaJHbIN BJIAXKHBIA BKYC JIyHHOTO cBeTa. M Hekyda yiTu, HeKyaa
CIIPSITATLCS OT JIyHBL. Tak CTBHITHO, TaK XOPOLIO. ..

Ha nyny naberaer 6onblnast yepHast Tyda. CoBceM TeMHO, HUUEro He BUAHO. Jlioka chexkuBa-
eTcsi, oAOMpPaeT KOJIEH! K MOI0OPOAKY M YyBCTBYET XOJIOJHBIN BeTep B Bojiocax. M BAPYT IIyM Kpbl-
JIbeB HaJ ro1oBoil. OHa 3a)xMypuBaetcs. Heb3st Iplarth, ¥ cepiie He CTy4YHT, U I71a3a OTKPbIBAIOTCS
camu coOOH OT yxkaca.

UepHble OrpoOMHBIE KPbUTbsI. .. YepHble OrnecTsme r1asa... OT ux B3sAa KpoBb yOeraer u3
TeJIa, BMECTO Hee 110 BeHaM CTPYHTCS JISTKUIA-JIETKUI XOJIO, U B TPY/M yXKe HEeT cepIiia v HeT JKU3HMU.
B rpynu mmycro, XOnogHoO U JIETKO.

— Azpau... — cnabo B3apixaet Jloka.

UepHble KpblLibsl, YEPHBIE I71a3a HAKJIOHSIOTCS Haa Hell. XOJNOAHBIE JIETKUE PYKH IIasT ee
rpyab, ee KojeHu. Kak xomogHo, kak OmaxkeHHo, Kak crpamrHo. Ceituac odopsercs ee ayma. OnHa
AEPKUTCS TOJIIBKO HA TOHKOW HUTOUKe. Ceifuac 0OOpBETCS U MOJIETUT B IIMPOKOE OKHO, B TEMHOE
HeOo... Ho moyemy Tak TemMHO?.. OHa He BUIUT ero. TONbKO YepHbie OecTsIume 1j1a3a, TOJIbKO Yep-
HBIE OTPOMHBIE KPBLIbS. . .

— Aspau. ..

JlensiHbie TyOBI MEITIEHHO M My4UTEIbHO Kacatotes ee ry0. TemHo. Tuxo. 1 Beku 3akpbiBaioTCs
OT CYaCThs, OJIAKEHCTBA U yKaca.

— Aspau. ..

Jlioka npoceinaercs. 1o ux crnajibHsA. Bepa CIOKOWHO ABIIIUT HAa COCETHEW KPOBaTH, Ha CTYJIe
JIEXKUT TUIaThe, Ha KOBPHKE OpoIleHsl Ty(u. DTo UX CrayibHs, U Bce 0ObIKHOBeHHOe. Ho B HoOrax
JIIOKMHOM TIOCTEIN, CIIOBHO OrpOMHasi MTHIIA, CIIOKUB YEPHBIE KPbUIbS, CUIUT A3pamil, U YepHBbIC
71a3a ero OJIeCTST B TEMHOTE.

OHa npoTATUBAET K HEMY PYKH:

— Azpau. Tel Oyaems Ko MHE MpUjeTaTh?..

— Ha, na. Kaxaywo HOub... Kaxayio HOUb. ..
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6

Jlioka xoouT B Jwiel, odoenaeT, roToBUT ypoku. Kak Bcerma. VI HUKTO He 3HAeT, 4TO ¢ He
CITyYHJIOCh, ¥ HUKTO HUYETo He 3amevaeT. JIloka He U3MEeHWIaCh, TOJIbKO HEMHOTO OJie/iHee, HEMHOTO
paccesiHHee, YeM Tpexk/ie.

Vpok ucropun. Jlioka 3eBaeT. Kak oHa ycrana, v cniuHa O0JUT. A TIOC/ie UCTOPUH ellle anreopa.

«A3pans», — MUIIET OHA YEPHUJIOM Ha TapTe U CTUPaeT PyKaBOM, YTOObl HUKTO HE YBHIEI.
PykaB Bech 4epHblii, U pyKH TOXE.

— Cnymaii. — Toncrast IBoHHa ToJikaeT ee JiokteM. — OH 3aBTpa MpujeT.

Jlioka paccesTHHO MOTHUMAET TOJIOBY:

— On? Kt0 on?

— Ou. Iosnb, koHeuHno. Kakas Tl 6ecToIKOBasd.

— Kyna xe on npuger?

— Twt yxe 3a0bu1a. Benp 51 oOemana ero nokasars. OH nipuzeT 3aBTpa B JliokcemOypr. Crbl-
b, Kanaa?

JKaHHMHO XOPOIIIEHBKOE JIUIIO TYCTO KpacHeeT.

— Irot [onb, KOTOPBIT Tebs LieTyeT?..

— Hy na. 3aBTpa B MOJIOBUHE TPETHETO.

7Kanna u Jltoka XoiT B3a/1 ¥ Briepe] 1o mupokou amiee JliokcemOyprckoro cana. Ha YKanne
HOBOE TIJIaThe U MePUaTKU.

— ThI yero ke Tak HapsAUIACh?

Jlioka HacMeNIMBO OCMaTPUBAET €e.

— CeronHsi BOCKpECeHbe, M Mbl JAOJIKHBI [TOZHAKOMUTBCS C MOJIO/IBIM YEJIOBEKOM. . .

Jlioka cmeetcs, Tpsics rOJIOBOM, €€ CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI IIPBITaIoT.

— Tw1 661 XOTh LAY Hajena, — coperyeT JKaHHa. — YTo OH mogymaer?

Jlioka mogOpackiBaeT OEpeT U JIOBUT €ro.

— Bort eme. Y Tak MHOro 4eCcTH, YTO MBI €TI0 JKAEM.

PriKue TUCThs TTyX0 IIypIiaT nojx Horamu. JlepeBbst IOTHUMAIOT K HeOy ToJIbie YepPHBIE BETKU.
B xos01HOM TpO3payHOM BO3J1yX€ CTATYH KaKyTCs JKUBBIMH, LIBEThl — UICKYCCTBEHHBIMU U CaJ] BUJICH
10 CaMOM TITyOHUHBI.

B Bopota Bxoaut MiBoHHa, psiiom aauHHBIN [0 B CTyIEHUECKOM IAlOyKe.

NBoHHa cusger. JIioka n 7KaHHa ocTaHaBIMBAIOTCA U KAYT. IATH HABCTpeyy HENPUIAYHO.

— 3to [lonb, — 3HakomuT MIBOoHHa, — a 310 Mou noapyru JKanHa u Jlioka.

[one ynpibaetcsa. 3yosl y Hero miioMOupoBaHHble. OH MOKUMAET UM PYKY — JIAIOHH y HEro
MOTHBIE.

— Kakue xoporieHbkre, — TOBOPUT OH pa3Bs3HO. — TONBKO Xy/ieHbKHe, Kak MakapoHsl. Ho Bce-
TaKU MPEeJIECTb.

Capnsrcs Ha ckaMeliky. Jlioka ¢ kpaio, pssaom [losb, motom JKanHa. IBoHHA ycTynuia e cBoe
Mecto BosJe [omns.

— Hy, neBouku, pacckaxkuTe 4To-HUOYIb Beceioe, — TOBOPUT OH.

Ho onu momuat. BonHa Tonkaet KaHHy HOroi, JaBsich OT cMexa.

— Yero 1h1?.. [lepectanb, — cMyinieHHO 1iernueT JKaHHa.

[Tosib cMOTpUT Ha JIIOKUHBI TOJIBIE KOJIEHU:

— Cogcewm eilie masieHbKast. B kopoTkux dynoukax. CKoJIbKO BaM Jet?..

Jlioka 0OMKeHHO TTPUKYCHIBAET TyOy:

— Yepes mecsll MATHAALATD.

— O, kak MHOro. — OH npoTAruBaet pyky K JIIOKMUHBIM KOJNEHSIM. — A TIOTpOraTh MOXHO?..
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Jlioka BCKakMBaeT KpacHasi U 3J1asi:

— He cmeiite. U noBosibHO ¢ mMenst. .. [Tpormaiire.

Omna noBopaurBaeTcs 1 OBICTPO UJET K BOpoTam. VIBOHHA JIOTOHSIET ee:

— Yro xe th1? Kyna? On odugurcs.

— Ha 310poBbe, mycTh 00MKaeTCsl.

— Ho kak MoxHO?.. Thl cCOBCEeM HEBOCITUTAHHAS.

— Voupaiics. — Jlioka moutu Oexur.

— Pa3Be oH TeOe He HpaBUTCA?..

— Y>kacHO HpaBUTCSI, CTPAIITHO, M OH YYAHO TeOe MOAXOIMT.

— Hy BOT Buuilb. . .

— Ipormaii.

NBoHHa HepoymeBarle cMoTpuT JIIoke Beiea, noroM Bo3Bpaiaercs K [omo u ZKanne.

— Cymacmenmas sta Jlioka.

JIoka uper no Tporyapy.

Kak mpotuBHO. Pyku y Hero motHele, ¥ BeChb OH OTBPATUTEJIbHBIN, U €Ile IeyeTcsl C ITOU
WHIIOMKONU. A oHa, JIIoka, modexana cMoTpeTh Ha Hero. OHa, K KOTOPOH MpuiieTaeT A3paui. ..

Jlioka mopiutes. Kako#t crein. OH 4yTh He B3sUT ee 32 KoeHO. UTOOB! YCIIOKOUTBCS U yOUTh
Bpems, Jlioka uaer nemkomM. atu naneko, ¢ Monnapaaca B [laccu. Ho eit ve ckyuno. OHa pa3me-
PEHHO IT1araeT, YnTas B TaKT:

Ectb AHren cMepTH; B IpO3HBbIil yac
[TocneqHux Myk M paccTaBaHbs

OH Kpenko oOHUMaeT Hac,

Ho xonoaHs! ero 1063aHbsl. . .

Vike YCTBIPE Yaca, a B OAUHHAAUATh MOXHO JICUb.

OH Kpenko oOHUMaeT Hac,
Ho xosoass! ero 1003aHb4. . .

Jlioka cuIuT niepe] Tapesikou cymna M, yabi0asch, NISSAUT MPSIMO repes codoi Ha 00ou.
— Jloka, yemy Th? — cipammBaeT Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.

— Yro? — Jlioka pacTepsiHHO MOpraer.

— Yemy ThI ynbiOaemnces?..

— 417.. Pa3Be g ynbibanach?..

Bepa nogo3putenbHO CMOTPUT Ha CecTpy:

— T BooOIIE Kakas-To crpanHast. CoHHas. CHHSIKY MO TTIa3aMH.

JIoka kpacHeer:

— 47?4 anuero... 4 BcnomMHMWIa, B JIUIIEE. . .

— B nuuiee?.. — Bepa rposur et nasnbiieM. — CMOTpH y MeHs.

Heyxenu noraganace?.. Heyxenu Bunena ero?.. OT crpaxa XoJoAeioT PyKH.
— Tet He GombHA 1, JlIoka? — 6ecriokontcst Ekarepuna JIbBoBHA.

— Her, s 300poBa. [ oueHs mporononanacs.

Jlioka, 1aBsCch, TJIOTAET TOPSTYMIA CYII M KauuisieT. Bepa xJionaer ee rno crnvHe:
— He emnrp Tak xagHo. HUKTO HE OTHHMET.

Aspawut... Kak xoporo. ..
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W Bapyr anekTpuyeckuii CBET HECTEPIUMO SIPKO yaapsieT B JIML0. Bepa crouT nepen KpoBaThbio:

— 4 Tak u 3Hana. Tak u 3HaJA.

—Yr0? Yt0 Takoe?..

— Hedero npurtBopAThCA.

— 4 ne nonumaro. 4 xouy cnare. O yem Tbi?

— Ax, Tl He noHnMaenis?.. He moHnmaelns, He 3Haemb. ManeHbpkast, HauBHasA. Tak s TeOe
paccKaxy.

— Her, Het, — ucnyranno kpuuut Jlioka. — Sl He Xxo4dy, HE Hallo, 1 HE XO4Y ITOro 3HaTh. — 1
3aKMMaET YILU.

Ho Bepa rpy6o oTBomuT ee pyky:

— Her. Tw1 Oynems cinymars. [JoBonbHo. He 3Hana, Tak y3Haelb. . .

Bepa o 60mu cruckuBaer JIIOKMHY pyKy M, HAKJIOHMB K Hell OJieIHOE 3710€ JIMIIO, ObICTPO-
OBICTPO TOBOPUT O CAMOM TTO30PHOM, O CAMOM CTPAIIIHOM.

— Bepa, paau Oora, Bepa...

—Yr0 y Bac TyT Takoe?..

B nBepsax crout ncnyranHas Exarepuna JIbBoBHA.

— Bor, — Bepa tpscer Jlioky 3a pyKy, — BOT, OIOOYICS Ha TBOIO JIOUB!..

— Bepa, uto TbI roBopHIIbL? 3amomun, — menuer Exkarepuna JIbBOBHa, — Kak TeOe He CThIAHO?

— Ctpi1HO? DTO eli TOIKHO OBITh CTHITHO. . .

Jloka JiexkuT, YyTKHYBIIMCH TOJIOBOU B nonyiky. Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA HaKJIOHSIETCS HAJ| HEW:

— JIokouka.

Jlioka BApPYT MOAHKMMAET T'OJIOBY, CMOTPUT Ha MaTh 3aTPaBJIEHHBIMHU ITI1a3aMHU.

— OT1cTanbTe OT MEH$, YepTU, — TOBOPUT OHA X PHUILIO.

CHoBa txo. Exarepuna JIbBoBHa ymuta k cebe. Bepa ycnokownack u cnut. Jlioka JexuT,
HIMPOKO pacKUHYB pyku. O, Kak OTBpaTtuTelibHO. .. ['osioBa ropurt. U Bce yxke siCHO, OHa BCE 3HAeT. ..
Bce sicHo, oTBparutensHo, rpyoo u crpamiHo. M neyxenu npasna? Heyxenn? W kak Joau KUBYyT,
pa3Be MOXHO kUTh, €CJIU 3TO MpaBaa’..

Jlioka erie mmpe pa3opachIBaeT pyKu, YTOObI TOJIBKO HE JOTPOHYThCS A0 ceOst. OTBpaTUTEIbHO,
BCE OTBpaTUTENBHO. M OTBpaTuTesbHEEe BCEro OHa cama. . .

Jlioke croiiHO. Jlioke mpoTuBHO. Jlexkarh OBl Tak IIeJblid IeHh B TEMHOTE, HUKOTO HE BHJIETD,
Huyero He chbimath. Ho Hago BeraBath. Ceituac npocHetcst Bepa. O, kak Bce oTBparutesibHO. Kak
MPOTHBHO. Kak CTHITHO CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO PyOaIlIKy, HATATUBATh UYJIKU, MBIThCSI.

JIioka yxoouT MOTUXOHBKY M3 JJOMa, Moka Bee cndT. Ho u Ha yauue Bce nporusHo. Ha moneit
CMOTpETh HEJb3sl, OHU TOxe Bce... W nmaxe jomand... JIloky HaurHaeT myTtuth. Kakas ragocts.
UYToObl YCIOKOMTHCS, OHA PACCMATPUBAET aBTOMOOMJIM. Y HUX YeThIpe KoJieca U MOTOp, pyJib. BoT
MaJICHbKUI «CUTPOEH», a ITO «peHo». [la, 00 aBTOMOOMJISIX ellie MOXKHO aymaTb. U o aepeBbsix, o
Ty4ax, O BETpe.

Ho B muuee onsate Bce orBpartutesibHo. Toscras VBoHHa, kotopas nenyercs ¢ Ilomem. ..
N Xanna, u Bce yuyeHunpl, 1 yuurens. Y njaxe myxu. Beab u myxu Toxe... JIloka cuaur KpacHas,
C 3areKIMMKCs Tyoamu.

— BbI He 60MbHBI? — CTIpaIMBaeT KJIaccHas gama. — MoxeT ObITh, XOTUTE JIOMOM?

— Her, ner, — nyraercs Jlioka. — He xouy.

— Ionp ckazai mpo T1eds. .. — memnver VIBoHHa.

JIioka cxumaer KyJaku:

— Monmuu. He cmeii co MHO¥ TOBOpUTH, a TO 51 TeOsI Tak B3AYIO!

— Cymacmenmasi.

[Mocre 3ansTHii Jloka nonro 6poaut no yauiam. ['onosa kpyxkurcsa. Ona Hudero He ena. Hano
XOPOIIIEHBKO YCTaTh, TOT/IA He OyIelb HU O YeM TyMaTb.

B nosoBune aecaroro Jlioka oTrvpaeT BXOOHYIO ABEPb.
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— Jloka, — BckpukuBaeT Ekatepuna JIbBoBHa. — [leTouka. I'ne xe Tol nponagana? Kak s Bos-
HoBaJ1ack. Beroy yke muckaiim, KO BCeM 3HAaKOMbIM 3BOHWJIM U B JIMILIEE. . .

Bepa noxumaer rieyamu:

— 41 roBopuna, uTo Heuero 0osAThcs. Thl Obl, MaMa, BMECTO TOLIE/TyeB BEIOpaHUIa OBl €e XOpo-
IIEHBKO.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa xouer oOHATH JIOKy, HO Jlioka ciaGo oTcTpaHsieTcss M MPOXOOWT B
CMAJIBHIO.

— OctaBb, Mama. §1 ouenp ycrana. f xouy cnate. 51 o6enana y ViBoHHBL 3aBTpa paccKaky.

Bepa paccraBiisier yaiky Ha CTOJe, 3BeHUT OMIOJeUKaAMU.

— Komenus. — M npespurensHo cmeercs. — Huuero. ITycts norononaer. IlonesHo.

8

Aspaun 6onbinie He npuieraer. Jlioka qaxke He BCIOMUHAeT O HeM. M Bce mo-TipexHeMy —
nmier, ooen, ypoku, yai. Jlioka mo-npexHemy urpaet ¢ IBoHHo# u cmeetcs. Uto nongenaenis? JKuthb
HaJl0, U KaX/Iplil JeHb. Jlaxke ecny o4eHsb Tskeno. [laxe eciim oueHb CKy4Ho. Jlioke Kaxercs, 4To OHa
HECYacTHa, HO, MOXET ObITh, 9TO U HE COBCEM TaK.

CamoBap naBHO fokurnedn. Jlioka 3eBaer, MocTaBUB 00a JIOKTS Ha cton. Bragumup MiBanoBnY
BITIOOJIEHHO CMOTPHT Ha Bepy, modneckusas oukamu. Mroska OpIcTpo MenbKaeT B BepuHbIX maibIiax.

— 51 Gymy mmTh, IOKA HE KOHYY. XOTh JI0 yTpa, — TOBOpUT Bepa.

— Ve nonosuHa nepsoro. — Exarepuna JIbBoBHA ¢ yiIbIOKOI MOBOpaunBaeTcs K Bnaaumupy
MBanoBuuy. — Bbl ipomycTuTe MocijieaHee MeTpo.

— U 6or ¢ HUM, — GECIIEYHO OTBEYAET OH.

— Ia, HO Takcu 37ech HOUBIO He HalTh. Beap Bam naneko.

— S m memkoM nouay. 3a cyacTbe MOOBITH JIMIIHUX IMATh MUHYT ¢ Bepoil AjiekceeBHOU s
TOTOB. ..

Brnagumup VBaHOBMY KpacHeeT. DTOro He ClieloBaJIo TOBOPUTH. Ja, 3TOro roBOpuTh HE Ciie-
JOBAJIO.

Ho Exkarepuna JIbBOBHA Bce Tak Xke y/bI0aeTcs:

— Yro xe? Horm monoawie. .. Ho Te6e, Jloka, mopa criate. Muem.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa yBOgMT JIIOKY. [IBEph B CniauibHIO 3aKkpeiBaeTcs. Bepa u Bnagumup HBa-
HOBUY OJIHU.

Bepa emte ke HaruOaetcsi Hag KaHBoW. Bragumup MBanoBud mMomuut. Kpyribie yacel Ha
CTE€HE I'POMKO THUKAIOT.

— Bepa AnekceeBHa. ..

Bepa nonHumaer ronoBy, I71a3a €e CMOTPAT Ha HErO YyThb-UyTh WUCIYTaHHO, U BO BCEM JIMILIE
OXHJaHUE.

— Yro?.. — TUXO CrpalivBaeT OHa.

— Bl He ycranu?

— Her... — o mekam ee CKOJIb3UT JIerKasl TEHb OT OIYCTUBIIMXCSI PECHMII.

Omna BIIeBaeT B UTOJIKY KPACHYIO HUTKY, OTKYCBIBA€T KOHUUK.

— 310... DTO BaC HE yTOMJIsIET?

— Hy koneuno. — Ona HetepriennBo nopHuMaer OpoBu. — Koneuno yromuisier. Ho uto xe
aenarh?..

— Bepa AnekceeBHa. .. S1... [Ipoctute. Bee 310 0ueHb npocto. .. Ecu BhL. .. Eciv Obl BBI cTaN
MOEM KEHOH . . .

Bepa kiiazier kaHBY Ha CTOJI 1 CMOTPUT Ha HEro MpUCTaIbHO M BHUMaTesbHO. M BO B3MIsiae ee
yXke He CTpax, a TOPKECTBO.

— Jla, — TOBOPUT OHA CITIOKOWHO, — s 3HaJIa, YTO Bbl MEHS JIOOUTE, HO. ..
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OH HakJIOHsIeTCS Yepe3 CTOJM U OBICTPO OepeT ee 3a pyKy:

— Her, Her, pagu 6ora. He oTkasbiBaiite MHe Tak cpasy... [lomoxaure. ..

Bepa HexHO ynbibaeTcs emy:

— I'mynisiil BbI yestoBek. S 1 He XoTesia BaM OTKa3bIBaTh. $1 XOTena TOJIBKO CKa3aTh. ..

— Hudero, Huyero He HaJlo TOBOPUTS. .. Bel pemmute u Torna no3sonute Mue. 51 6ymy xaarb. S
He Oy/y BBIXOAMTb. A TOKa mporiaiTe. Pa3 Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To 5 Bac JTo0Io. . .

OH nenyer BepuHy pyKy u ObICTPO MJET B MPUXOKYI0. Bepa BUANT, Kak OH HaJleBaeT MajbTo,
Oeper 1uIAIy.

— CnokoiiHoit HouM, Bnagumup MBaHoBrY.

OH Momua kiiaHsiercsi. Bepa cToMT ofiHa B IMyCTOM CTOJIOBOM.

W3 cnanphu BeickakuBaeT Jloka B ofHOM Tydite 1 OpocaeTcs Ha 1mero Bepe.

— Iozapasnsio! Tozapasnsio! Tlozapaisio! — KpUIUT OHa, MOAKUMAs OOCYIO HOTY.

Bepa otOuBaercs:

— Pano. Pano. He ¢ uem. OctaBb. { Bpsi Jin BbIiAY 32 HETO.

— U nypoit Oyners, — pernaet Jlioka. — OH 60ratsiid.

— Tb1 HU4ero He nmoHnmMaenb. OH MOXOX Ha OapaHa.

— Benuka 6epa. [TymkuH Toxe ObLT MOXOX Ha OBILY.

— He tpemm, Jlroka, — ocranaBnuBaet Exarepuna JIbBoBHa. — KOHEUHO, 3TO NpeKkpacHas nap-
THS, U OyJIeT OUYeHb XKajlb, €CIIHU THI. ..

— Ax, mama, — ycraio B3abixaer Bepa. — 4 He 3Hawo... S motom pemry. 3aBTpa. Kak mHe
IPYCTHO. .. AX, KaK MHE I'PYCTHO. ..

Bepa nporarusaer Jltoke nsath (ppaHKOB:

— Bot Bo3bMu. Mu B kuHemarorpad.

— B xunematorpad? — uzymiisiercs Jloka.

Hey:xenu Bepa xouet nocraButs eit ynoBosberBue? Her. Tyt uto-TO He Tak.

JIioka npsA4eT JeHsru B KapMaH.

— Cnacu60, kakas Tl qoOpast. 3aBTpa Kak pa3 JaioT 0OYeHb XOPOIIYIO (PUIbMY.

— Her, ne 3aBTpa. igu cerogus.

— Y MeHs1 MHOTO YPOKOB. I He yCrelo NpUroTOBUTb.

— I'nynoctu. Ecnu He ycnieens, Hanminy TeGe 3anucky. Hy, Ger.

— A Bce-Taku s Obl JTyullle 3aBTpa. ..

Ho Bepa cepnurcs:

— Vxogu. Crpluiie, yxonu ceivac xe. [IpotrBHas njeBuoHka. BeuHsle Karpussl.

— Bepouka, yero xe 1ol 37uibesa? — Jlioka yxe HageBaeT nayibTo. — [ait Tonbko ere ¢ppaHk
Ha METpO 0OpaTHo.

Bepa Opocaer iBa (ppaHka Ha CTOI.

— Ckopo i Te1? Ono3gaeliib.

Jlioka GexkWT BHU3 TIO JIECTHUIIE. XOPOIIIO OBl MOJCKYPUTh y JOMa, MPOCIeuTh, Koro Bepa
x1et. Ho Torna v B camom Jiesie ono3jaeltb. . .

Bepa B3BOJIHOBaHHO XOAUT MO CTOJIOBOM.

— OH ceituac npuzer, Mama. S 3Haio, 310 HU K yeMy. U Bce-Taku. B nocnennuii pas. f xouy,
4yToOBI JOMa, Y Hac. Ho Thl, moxkayiicta, He BHIXO/M.

— Xopoto, Bepouka. Tonpko HarrpacHO Thl cebst Mydaerib. Beib HIUEro He BBIAJIET.

— Hy na, na, na. [ 3na0. Ho Bce-taku. Brpyr s ommbaoch 1 OH AEHCTBUTEIHHO JTIOOUT MEHSI.

B npuxoskeit 3B0HOK. Bepa TOpOMIMBO MpHIIaXkuBaeT U 0e3 TOro IaJKue BOJIOCHL:

— Mawma, yxonu. D10 OH, — U OEKUT OTKPBIBATb.

35



M. B. Onoesuesa. «Enucerickue Ioss»

Ekatepuna JIbBOBHa 3aKkpbIBaeT IBEpb B CTOJIOBYIO, HA HOCKAX MOAXOOUT K Kpeciy, CaJurcs,
6epet kaury. Ho OyKBBI CTMBAIOTCSI U TIPHITAIOT.

— OH cnienan MHe MpeyIoKeHHe. . .

— W T8I, KOHEYHO, OTKa3aa?..

— Her. 51 He oTkazana. 4 xotena cnpocuTh TeOsl.

Ekatepuna JIbBOBHa IepeBOpauMBaeT CTPAHUILy, HECKOJIBKO pa3 YMTAET OJHY U Ty ke (ppasy.
He cipimate Obl, HO Tak OJIM3KO 3a CTEHOM.

Omna npuxumaer pyky K rpyau. begnas Bepa, kak mydaercs. A oHa, ee MaTh, HE MOXKET, HE
yMeeT [IOMOYb.

Tonoca mepexonAT B IIETOT, HeJTb3s1 pa3o0paTh CJIOB. D10 elne Tsokesnee. Ekarepuna JIbBoBHA
MOAXOIUT K CaMOM JIBEpU, IIPUKJIA/IBIBAET YXO K 3aMKy. «Jlo dero nouuta. [loacnymmsaios.

Bce tuxo, u Bapyr... Yro 310? Bynro BexnmneiBanue. Exarepuna JIbBoBHa yxke Oepercs 3a
pyuky. Hago yremmuts, ycnokouts Bepy. Her, Henb3s. OHa HUUYEro He MOXET cIesarh AJsl JOYEpH.
TonbKo MmoACTyIUBaTh, TOJBKO TUIaKaTh. Kak Oynro ot ee cie3 Bepe serue.

3a nBephio MPOJOJIKAIOT MIENTAThC:

—Yt0? Yro? TBoei JI0OOBHMLIEH?. .

OTBera Henb3s1 pa300paTh.

— Bei... Yxoaute, ceituac xe yxogute. M 4ToObI 51 Bac HUKOTIa OOJbIle HE BUEA.

— Ho Bepa...

— Vxopmure, yxogure, — yxe Kpuuur Bepa. — Ila yxomure xe. Mama, Mama, BBITOHM €rO.
Beironwu. ..

JIBepb B IIPUXOKEW XJIOMAET.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa BXOOWT B cTOJOByI0. [0 miekam ee OeryT ciesbl, OHa MPOTATMBaeT K
J0YepU ApOXKalIUe PyKU:

— Bepouxka. ..

Ho Bepa X05101HO CMOTpPUT Ha MaTh, 1 JIMLIO COBCEM CIIOKOMHO, TOJIbKO HEMHOT'O OJie/iHee, yeM
BCerya.

— Mawma, s BeIxOXy 3aMyxk 3a Brnagumupa MBanoBuua. §1 moiiny BHU3, MO3BOHIO eMy. Tbl
JOBOJIbHA?

OHna ner B NPUX0XKYI0, HO Ha ITOPOre OCTAHABJIMBAETCS:

— A MOXeT ObITb, HE CTOHT?.. — ¥ Yepe3 IJIeY0 CMOTPUT Ha MaTh BCE TaK e CIOKOWHO. — MoxeT
OBITD, JIyUllle B OKHO BBIOPOCUTBHCS? A, Kak Thl JyMaellb?

— Bepa, uto T8I roBopHIb? ['ocionp ¢ TOOO.

Bepa kopotko cmeercs:

— S momytuna. YectHoe coBo. f He BRIOpoOIIyCh B OKHO. S Tpycuxa. .. f Beliay 3amyx. XOTs
9TO, MOXeT ObITh, eIlle CTpaIITHee.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa ocTaeTcs 0qHa B CTOJI0BOM. BoT 1 ncnonHunocsk ee xenanue. Bepa HeBe-
cra. Ho kak rpycTHO, Kak Tspkeno. OHa BBITUpPAET crie3bl U KpecTutcs. [Iotom ObICTpO paccTapisier
YaliKky Ha cTojie. Pyku Bce ele Apoxkar, u Yallky KaJoOHO 3BeHAT. 3aueM oHa 3T1o aenaer? Komy
HY)XHBI 9TH vaimku? Pa3zse OynyT nuth 4daii?.. Bepa Bo3Bparaercs.

— Mawma, oH ceituac mpuiet. OH Tak oOpagoBacs, qaxe cMerHo. [mymbiii yenoBek. OH qymMaer
— cuactbe. OH ymaeT — moOOBb. A Ha caMoM jere. .. — Bepa noxumaer rutedamu. — [Toiizem, mama,
MOMOTH MHE OfIEThCA. Sl XOUy BCTPETUTH €ro B OSJIOM TIaThe, HACTOSIIEH HEBECTOM . . .

UYepes yerBepTh yaca npuxogut Bnaaumup MBaHOBMY, CUACTIMBBIN M paCTEPSHHBIN.

ExarepuHa JIbBOBHA BITyCKaeT €ro.

— 41 Tak panma, — rOBOPUT OHA, LIEJTYs €r0 B JI00.

['maza ero GnecTAT U3-10J OUKOB.

— DTO caMblii CYACTJIMBBIA IEHb MOEH JKU3HHU.

— Haperoch, 4to BbI Terieps Beerna OyaeTre cuacTinBbl. Bepouka. .. 3T0... TBOH KEHHX.
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«Moii xeHHX... — Bepa crout mepen 3epkajom B 0eloM MIMPOKOM Iuiatke. [71a3a cMoTpsT
MeYaTbHO M YAUBJICHHO, POT KaXeTCsl COBCEM HEBUHHBIM, U PYKH OECIIOMOIITHO OMyIieHbl. — Mo
KEHUX, — TOBTOpsieT oHa. — Sl HeBecTa. .. — OHa yisiOaeTcs cede B 3epKasie. — 3ApaBCTBYM, HEBECTa».
A o Hewm, 00 Apcenun, oHa Gombiie He Oyner nymaTh. KoHueHo. ¥V Hee xeHunx. Ho cepatie 601bHO
ckumaetcs, 0oib OEXKUT OT cepilia K HoraM, K pyKam, K TOpIy, U XOueTcss KpuiaTh oT Tocku. Ho
Henb3d. TaMm, 3a creHol, ee xeunx. OH He JOJIKeH 3HaTh. HUKTO He JOJIKEH 3HATh. ..

OHa BBIXOJUT B CTOJIOBYIO, POTATrUBaeT pyky Bragumupy MBanosuuy:

— Bonoas... — T'onoc ee 3By4uT TUXO U HEXKHO, U JIMIIO PO30BEET OT CMYIleHusl. — Bel MoxkeTe
MeHS TIOLEJIOBATb.

OH kacaetcs rydbamu ee IIeKH 1 3aKpbIBaeT IJ1a3a:

—T'ocriogun, Kak g CY4acCT/IUB. ..

Bce monmuat. «Yto Obl eMy ele ckazaTb», — nymaet Bepa. Y Exarepunsl JIbBOBHBI BCTPEBO-
keHHoe JuIo. Kpyrble yachl FpOMKO TUKAIOT.

Biagumup ViBaHOBUY BIIPYT CTAHOBUTCS BECEJIBIM U IIIyMHBIM.

— Bor yBuauTe, kakoii s Teriepb Oyay, — TOBOPHUT OH, Iarasi o MaJIeHbKOH CTONOBOM. — BoT
yeugute. 1 xoay, Bepouka, 4ToOBI BbI TOPAMIIMCH BAIIUM MYyKeM. 5 BeCb MUp MiepeBepHy.

Bepa cmeercs:

— Hy KOHe4YHO nepeBepHeTe. . .

— Bl 3HaeTe, Ha HammeM 3aBoje. .. MeHsa Tak neHar. ...

Bepa ynbibaercs, He ciymas. Bor oH kakoil. A oHa U He 3Hasa. PasroBopuuBbiii. M yem-To
ropautcsi. OHa qymana, poOKUi, THXHA. A OH BOT KaKoH.

Ei1 craHOBUTCSI CKYUHO.

— Iocnymaiite, Bonons. [oenem yxunath. Kyna-auOyap, rae mprase. Xopomo?..

— Yo 181, Bepouka? Kak MOkHO K 1piranam? Bac 6;1arocyioBUTh Halo. A ThI K IIBITAHAM. . .

— Hy u 6narocnoBwu, ecm Hago. Ho Tl Benb, HaBepHOE, cama He 3Haelllb, Kak 0JIarociIoBIISIOT.
Tonbko nockopeil. A mOToM noejem. § Xouy BECEUTHCH. . .

Pecropan. [llammnanckoe. KeHIMHBI B CBETJIBIX BEYEPHUX IUIAThsX. M Bce cMeloTcs, 1 Bcem
Becelno. i, MoxkeT ObITh, PUTBOPSIIOTCS, YTO UM Becesio. Ho Bepe rpycTHO, ¥ HET CUJT TIPUTBO-
pATbcsi. OHA CTaBUT JIOKOTh Ha CTOJI, TOJIOBA JIETKO KPYXKUTCS, U BCE KPYroM KaKeTCsi CMYTHBIM U
CTPaHHbIM.

Hpirane Ha 3ctpane. Crapble IBITAHKU B MecTphix maisx. Kakue y HMX TOJICTbIe HOTH, a
I[BITAHKY JIOJDKHBI OBITh CTPOWHBIE U MOJIOJIBIE.

Hu 32 THSIMM KaTSITCS,
Ceparie 60JbI0 TpaTUTCH,
OOpbIBast TOHEHBKYIO HUTD. .. —

MOIOT OHU TOPTaHHO M CTPACTHO.

— Kak rpyctHo, — B3apixaet Bepa. — A 51 XoTesna BecequTbes. 3a4eM Mbl IIpuexaiu cioga?

— Ecii Bam He HpaBuTCSH, MoeieM B Jipyroe Mecto. B kakyo-HuOyap (ppaniry3ckyio Oyar?. Tam
Beceree.

Ho Bepa kavaet ronopoi:

— Her. Ocranemcs. Onu xopoiro mooT. 1 pa3Be ectb MecTo, rie MHe OyaeT Beceno?.. Haerite
MHE eIe.

- Bepoqlca, ThI CJIMIIIKOM MHOTI'O IIbE€IIb.

— OcraBb, Mama. Ciyaii jgyyiue.

20r ¢@p. boite (de nuit) — HouHOe Kade, kadape.
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Ilycts TymaH KosbleTcs,
IIycTs ruTapa caslmmrcsa —
He memante MHE cEroaHs KHUTh. . .

Bepa nbet, 3aKMHYB TOJIOBY, U CTaBUT IYCTOM CTaKaH Ha CTOJL.

— He memmaiite MHe cerogHsi KuTb, — IMOBTOPSIET OHa MeajieHHO. — Ho Bellb MHE HUKTO He
Memmaet. Hukro. M Bce-Taku 1 HE MOTY KUTh. AX, JTydilie Obl 1 ymepra.

— Bepa, 4to Tl roBOpHIIIb. .. — UcTTyraHHO mienyeT Exarepuna JIbBoBHa. — He et Gorblie.

— Tel mymaenib, s nbstHa? HeT. A MoXkeT ObITb, U IbsIHA, S He 3HAI0. [TyCTh TyMaH KOJIBIIIIETCS.
Buguib, kak oH KosbimeTrcs. Mnu 31o apim ot Bateid nanupocskl? Otdero Bel Momuute, Bonons?
Bam Toxe rpyctHo? XoTUTE BBITTbEM Ha «Thi»?.. JKeHUX U HEBecTa BCEr/ia Ha «Thl».

OHa npoTSruBaeT eMy CrakaH, Y0KaeTcsl.

«Hamo cka3arp, 4To-HUOYAb HEMPUATHOE», — U CMOTPHUT €My TIPSMO B IJia3a.

— 41 He moOMI0 TeOs ¥ HUKOTAA HE MOJI0OJTIO.

OH poHseT cTakaH, IIIAMITAaHCKOe TeUeT T0 CKaTepTH, Ha BepuHo Oenoe 1iaThe.

— I'mymbiid, — cMeeTcst oHa, 3aXJ1e0bIBasCh, BOJIOCH MAJAOT €l Ha JI0O, — KaKOW TiIymbiid. S
HapOYHO.

OH BbITHpAET €€ KOJIEHU Call(PEeTKOM:

— Tol momytuna?..

— Hy koneuno. KoneuHo. ..

IIycts TymaH KosbleTcs,
IlycTs ruTapa casimmres,
He memante MHe cerogHs XuTh. .. —

THOIOT IIbITaHe.

Bepa ciymaer. JIno ee CHOBa CTAHOBUTCSA I'PYCTHBIM.

— Koneuno s nomytmia. Ho ciymait. $1 ve 3Hato. .. MoxeT ObITh, Thl BCe-TaKH Oy/eIIb HecuacT-
HBIM co MHOW. Jlaxke HaBepHO Oyzelib HecuacTeH. MHe o4eHb kajb Bac, Bomoas... Ho 4uro xe s
Mmory?..

— Bepa, e nieit Oonbiie.

— Ax, mama. OcraBb. Cama He 1ielt, eciu Tede He xoueTcs. U st 6obiiie He oOsi3aHa Teds Cty-
miathbes, pa3 s HeBecta. — OHa cmeetcs. — KoHumnack TBos BjiacTh Hajio MHOM. [IpaBaa, Bomogs?..

Ipirane yxonsar. Teneps BMecTO HUX Ha 3cTpaje Herpbl. ['aBaiickue ruTapbl lEMsIIe U TOMU-
TEJIbHO 3BEHST.

— Yo ke 310 Takoe? — pacTepsHHO orisasiBaetcs Bepa. — Byaro HapouHo. S1 xouy 3a0bITh,
CMeSTbCS. A OHM HApOYHO BBIBOPAUMBAIOT MHE JYIIY.

N3-3a cTOMMKOB BCTAIOT Naphbl, KPyKaTcsi, MEAJEHHO PaCKaYMBaOTCSI.

— Bepouka, noiiiemM TaH1IEBaTb.

— TaHueBarb? — yAMBJIEHHO MepeclipaliiBaeT oHa. — Pa3Be MOXKHO TaHLIeBaTh, KOI/ia cepale
paspoiBaetcs? Hago cunets Tuxo u ciymath. aii Mue nanupocy. U Bce-Taku. .. — OHa Ki1ajer Ten-
JIyI0 JTaZIOHb Ha ero pyKy. — S mocraparock ObITh TeOe XOpollel xeHou, Bomoas. ..

OH 1enyeT ee maJblibl.

— CMoTpH, — BOPYT TOBOPUT OHA, BHITATHBASA 11Iei0. — Kakas y Hee 11y0a, y TOi 4YepHOM y OKHa.
S penko Buaena Takylo KpacuBylo. Ax Kakas. — [J1a3a ee cyxkuBaorcs ot 3aBUCTU. — Kakas uynHas.

Biagumup VIBaHOBUY HAKJIOHSIETCS K HEW:

— Teb6e ouenp HpaButcs, Bepouka?

— Eme 6b1. Bot Bonpoc. [TocMoTpu, Kakast mymmcrasi.

— Pa3 teGe Tak HpaBuTCS, HagO OyaeT Tebe TaKylo ke KylUTb.
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— M=ue?.. — Ee 6poBu yIMBJIEHHO TIOMHUMAIOTCS. — A ThI 3HaeIllb, CKOJIbKO OHA CTOUT?..

Ho oH criokoiiHo ynbiOaeTcs:

— Pa3 teGe npaBuTcs. ..

— Tol... Tol cepbe3no?

— Koneuno. 3aBTpa ke yTpoM MoiaeM BeIOUparh.

Ho ona Bce enie He Bepur:

— Tol cMeenbest HaI0 MHOM. $1 ake MedTaTh HUKOTIA He cMea. Beslb y MeHs1 Ha MajibTo Kpo-
JIVK.

— A 3aBTpa y 1ebs Oynet 6enka. Camas nyurnas. Kakyio 3axouers.

— 3agrpa?.. Takas mmpokas, ¢ OrpOMHBIM BOPOTHUKOM, Ha TlapyoBoy noakiaake?.. [Ipapna?
AX, Kak s pajia, Kakod Thl MIJIBIHA.

OHa rpoMKO XJIOTAEeT B JIAAOIIIN.

— Bepouka, He mymu, — ycriokanBaeT Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa. — Ha Hac cMotpAT.

— W nycrbs cmotpsr. [lycts. Thl TONbKO NogyMai, Mama... 3aBTpa ¢ yTpa MOMIEM MOKYNaTh.
Ax, Bononist, Tereps st 3Halo, Thl MeHs JoOuIIb. M MHe oueHb, oueHb Becesio. U 31o Bce B310p. Mbl
HaBepHO OyzieM cuacTiuBbl. S TaHIleBaTh X04y, Bomoas. Ax, kak MHe Becesno. Kak Becero. ..

10

— Mawma, — kpuuut Jlioka u3 npuxoxei. — Mama!

Jlioka 3axuraet cBeT. B cronoBoii Ha Oydere 3anvicka. «He sxau Hac». U maxe vas Her. Jloka
IIPOXO/IUT Ha KyXHI0. Ha cTone rpsa3Hble Tapenku, KyCOK XOJIOJHOM TeJISTUHBI, KapeHasl, 3aCThIBILAs
B KMpE KapToIlIKa.

Jlioka kjazier oHy B poT, BBIILIEBBIBAET — HEBKYCHO. M1 CHOBa BO3BpalllaeTCsl B CTOJIOBYIO.

Uro sxe morio ciayuutses? Kyna onu aenucs? Bot nouemy Bepa ee orocnana. Jlioke rpyctHO
1 TspKeJo ObITh OMHOM. B krHemarorpade oHa ruiakana. Beiio Tak moxosxke Ha ee, JIIOKUHY, KU3Hb.

Kenux Opocmi HeBecty, kKak Apcenuid ee. U Jlioka omsite Bce BcomHuia. IlpaBna, Tam B
KOHIIE BCE YCTpauMBaeTcsl, HO Ha To M KuHematorpag. U uro xe y JIIOKM MOXET yCcTpouThbCs, pas3
HUYEro, KpoMe BOCHIAJICHU s JIETKUX, U He ObLIO?

Jlioka cMOTPHT Ha KeJThle ToN0ck 000eB. [1010Ck! Kak MpyThs KJIeTKu. Jlioka yyBCTBYeT cebs
NITULIEH, 3alIepPTOl B KJIETKE.

Hano neus. Ona mennenHo paspeBaercs. Kak tuxo. Kak rpycrHo. [Jaske HEMHOro crpariHo.
A BOpyr ceiiuac oTKpoeTcs IBepk. .. Jlioka ObicTpo obopaunBaetcs. Her, qBepb 3akpbiTa, U BOUTH
HekoMy. Hazo ciatb. OHa TyIIUT CBET U JIOKUTCS. 3aHABECKU HEIUIOTHO 3a/IEPHYTHI, 3€JIE€HBIN JIy4
yIr4yHoro (poHaps najgaer Ha noi. Jlyuiiie Ha Hero He CMOTpeThb. 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a U cnath. Y He 1ymarb
00 Apcennu. Ho Tak Tuxo, Tak rpycTHO. ..

Jlioka npyxuMaeTcst mekor K noayiike. Crie3bl TeKyT ObICTPO-OBICTPO, M HEJb3sl X OCTaHO-
BuTh. OHa OyJeT Tiakarh Tak, MoKa He U30MIET OT Clie3, He YMPET OT JII0OBH, HEXKHOCTU U KaJTOCTH
K cebe. OHa BBICOKO TIOATSTMBAET HOTH, LIEJIyeT CBOM KOJICHH.

— Bennag JTioka, 6enHast, ax Kakasa OeaHas, — IMIEYeT OHa. ..

— Tume, Bepa, Tumie. Pa3zoynums Jlioky. He cryun.

JIioka CKBO3b COH CIJIBILINT JIETKHME IIary U 1esiect mmenka. OHa OTKpbIBaeT IJia3a:

— Bepa, Th1?

Bepa crout nocpean KOMHathI Bcsl B OeJioM, cBeT (hoHapsi MajJaeT Ha Hee.

Jlioka npoTAruBaeT K HeW pyKu:

— Bepouxka. ..

Menk nrypumr. Ilnarbe cBeTIBIM KpYroM JIOKUTCA Ha 1oJ1. Ty co CTyKOM JIETAT B YIodl.
Bepa nopxoqut k JlioknHO# KpoBatu:
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— ITogBuHbCH.

JIioka oTonBUraercs K CTeHe.

— Bepouka, Kak 1aBHO THI HE JIO)KUJIACh KO MHE.

Bepa nogHumaet ofesiio, JIOXKUTCS PSIIOM C CECTPOr 1 OOHUMAET ee.

— Kak y Te6s terio.

JIioka Kager MOKpyIo 1ieKy Ha BepuHo miedo.

— Tol nmavems, Jloka?..

— 310 BO CHE. I Bujena 1ypHO# COH.

—Bot Bo3pMu. — Bepa cyer eil B pyKu 4To-TO XOJIOIHOE | IiepiiaBoe. — 51 mpuBesna Tede rpyiy.

— Cnacu6o. ..

Cre3bl MafaloT Ha TPYILY, U Yy TPYIIN COIOHOBATHIN BKYC.

— Ciymaii. — Bepa nenyer JllokiHbl MOKpbIe TyObl. — Citymiaii, st BHIXOXKY 3aMyK.

— 3a Bnagumupa?..

— Ma. U1 To1 mogymaii, OH KYIIUT MHE 3aBTpa OeIYbIo 11yoy.

— benuubio?..

— 41 tak pana. 5 6yny 6oraroit u Tebe ogapIo YTO XOYEIIIb.

— Ioznpasnsio Teds, — menvet Jlioka, cie3bl Bee ele TeKyT u3 ee mias. — 51 Obl xoTena Ty
Ha Oeoit oztomise. TobKO JOPOro — moaTopacta (PpaHKoB.

— Huyero, kyrumo. U ypoku My3biku Opath Oy/eliib.

— Hy, MoxHO 1 6e3 ypOKOB. ..

Bepa npmwxkumaetcs k cectpe. OT Hee TTaXHET AyXaMH U BUHOM.

— 4 tak pana...

— A 1o1 BmOONTEHa, Bepa, Bmodnena?.. — menyet Jlioka Ha/l caMbIM yXOM.

— AX, s He 3HaMw. S paga. MHe ObLIO OYeHb I'PYCTHO, a TETEPb. ..

Bepa nerko B3gpixaer, u Jlloka OTBeYaeT TaKUM e JIETKUM B3JIOXOM Ha B3/10X cecTpbl. Eil
TOXe OBbLJIO TPYCTHO, a Tereps. .. Paccka3atk Bepe 06 Apcennu? Her, jydiiie momomdars. M Moxer
OBITh, BCE €I1Ie YCTPOUTCs, Kak B KuHemarorpade. Jlioka Kpemnde npruxumMaeTrcst K CeCTpe U COHHbIMU
ry0aMu 1enyer ee riedo.

— Xopomo Tebe, Bepouka?..

— Xopoulo. ..

ConHble IJ1a3a 32K pPbIBAIOTCS.

— Cn, JIioka. ..

— Crumo. ..

11

Ha crosne B Baze 6ombinoi OykeT 6enbix po3. 1o or Brnagumupa.

Bepa cumut Ha MBaHe, Ha KOJIEHsX Y Hee HoBas 11yoa. OHa IIaguT ee, MPHKUMAeTcs IeKon
K MEXy.

— 3Haellb, MamMa, MHE KaXeTcsl, YTO OHA KUBasi U 1yBCTBYeT. Ul He oHa, a OH. Takoi mymcThIi,
TeIJIbli, MUIbli 3Bepb. M 30ByT ero Mypsuk. HenpemenHo xuBoii. Bot, gaii pyky, noraap ero.
UyBcTBYyelllb, Kak MeX MpH:KuMaeTcs K jagonu? 1o Myp3uk Jiackaetcs. — Bepa 3apbiBaercs JIMIIOM
B 11y0y. — Y, Musiblid. M Kak maxHeT — eJIOBBIMHM IIMIIKaMU, MUHAAIeM, cOpyeil. Myp3uk MOii.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa cmeeTcs:

— Hy yx 1 MuHJasem. ..

— Mawma, ceirpaii uro-HuOyIb, a Mbl ¢ Myp3ukoM TociymaeM. B mome, rae HeBecra, Beeraa
JOJDKHA ObITh MYy3bIKa. [IBeTHI M My3bIKA.

— MHe Ha/io XapuTh KOTJIeTHl, — cnabo 3amminaercs Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa. — Ceiiuac Jlioka
MIPUJET 3aBTPAKATh.
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— Mama, HeBecTe HeJIb3s1 OTKa3bIBaTh.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa cagutcs 3a posijib. Bepa ycrpauBaetcs rmoynoOHee Ha JUBaHe.

— Kak Th1 x0pomio urpaemib, MaMouka. BoT Termeps 51 4yBCTBYIO ceOsi HACTOSIIEH HEBECTOM.
Takoil BecesoN, MOYTH CYACTIIMBOU.

3BOHOK. .. Exatepuna JIbBOBHA UIET OTBOPSTH. B MPHX0KyI0 BXOAUT BBICOKAsI Oe/IHAsT HEMO-
Jonast KeHIIMHA:

— 51 xotena Ob1 BuzieTh Bepy AnekceeBHy BuriHeBckyio.

Mo KOPOTKO# ByaJIbKOH 3arlIaKaHHBIE I71a3a, U PyKH B O€JIbIX MepuaTKax clerka JIpoxar.

— Boiiaure, noxanyiicra. Bepouka, 310 Kk TeOe.

— Ko mue? — ynusnsiercsi Bepa u nenuBo Bcraer. llly6a magaer ¢ quBaHa U CBOpauMBaeTCs HA
KOBpE, Kak I'pOMajiHas cepast KOIIKa.

— A npunwa. .. I3BuHuTe MeHs, — myraercs noceturensHuna. — Bl — Bepa AnekceeBHa Buii-
HeBcKas?

Bepa kuBaer:

— Cagurecs, noxanyicra.

Ho mama ocraercs crosTs.

— IIpocrture, g He 3HaIO, C YErO HAYarTh. ..

Ona crout y okHa. CosHIle aJaeT NpsMo Ha ee JIMLIO, YCTaJloe, KpacuBOE, CO CKJIAJIKAMU Y
pTa U 3alIaKaHHBIMU [JIa3aMHU.

— 41 He 3Hat0, oliMeTe S Bbl MeHs. .. Biagumup MBaHoBuY. ..

Bepa ObIcTpo MOIHUMAET TOJIOBY:

— AX BOT OHO 4T0. Biragumup MBaHoBuy. ..

— Ja. OH B Bac BmoOneH. OH MHe cam ckazal. U ... f npuiiuia npocuTts, yMOJISATh BaC OTKa3aTh
emy. Pagu Gora. Bel Tak KpacuBbl, TAK MOJIOBI... Y MEHSI HUYEro HeT, Kpome Hero. .. — OHa MmpoTs-
ruBaet K Bepe npokariue pyku B Oenbix nepyatkax. — Pagu Oora. S crapas. Tloxaneiite meHsl. ..

Bepa noxumaer riedamu:

— IIpu yem TyT 51. DTO €ro Bam Ha/I0 ObIJIO MPOCHTH. .. ECii OH mpennounTaer Bac. ..

— Ax "et. OH BmoOJieH B Bac. EMy kaxeTcs, 4To oH TArotutcst MHOUM. Ho eciii Bbl eMy OTKaxeTte
— OH BEpHETCs KO MHE. .. Belb Mbl yke 1ecsTh JieT. ..

Bepa Tpsicer ronosoii:

— Her, g He oTkaxy emy. $l HUYEM He MOTr'y BaM IIOMOYb.

PecHutipl ObICTPO MOPraioT 1oj TeMHOU Byasbkoi. [To GetHO 1ieke KaTuTes cesa.

— Kakas Bbl yepcTBas. Y Bac BMECTO cepaua KaMeHb. ..

— Bceero xopomero, — roopur Bepa.

— Ilpomaiire. 51 xoTena Bac emie norpocuts. .. Ho 310 Toxke HarpacHo. U Bce-Taku nocrapaii-
TeCh HE A€J1aTh €r0 CIUIIKOM HECYACTHBIM.

Bepa cmeetcs u cHOBa ycTpauBaeTcsi Ha JUBAHe.

— Hy, 310 yX)e Kacaercs TOJIBbKO €ro U MEHs. ..

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa MOT4a IMpoOBOKaeT rocTeio. Bepa mogaumaer mrydy ¢ mona.

— Kakas narnocts. Het, Kakast HariocTh, Mama. BpbIBaThCs K 4y:KUM JIIOISIM. . .

— Ho, Bepouka, MHe ee O4eHb KaJlb.

— AX, ocTaBb, noxanyicra. CmenHas. Takas crapasi  elne JIOOUTh XOYeT. ...

— Ho, Bepouka, oHa HecyacTHa. ..

— Mano nmu HecuactHbIx?.. Kakoe MHe neso. MHe Tak npusitHO ceronHs. Ceirpail emie 4ro-
HUOYb, MAMOYKA.

Bepa cHoBa nprkumaeTcs EeKor K MeXy M 3aKpbIBaeT IJla3a, Cylas My3bIKY.
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12

— 51 TeGe roBopuiia, Bepa, uTo Ha/lO OBLIO PO30BOE OAESIIO KYITUTh. A TO JIMJIOBOE COBCEM KaK
rpo0.

— OcraBb, Mama. MHe HpaButcs. U mouemy HermpeMeHHO po3oBoe? S Beb He HEMKa, YTOObI
CEeHTUMEHTAJIbHUYATh.

— Kak xouemn, — cornamaercs Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa. — A 06ou kakue? Tosxe nunoBbie?

— Obou B xpuzaHTeMsbl, — BMemmBaercs Jlioka. — B nmnoBsle u 6enbie. M1 B nituripl. [ITuiist
XKEJIThIe C OOJIBIIMMU XBOCTaMH. YKaCHO KpacuBo. f 3Halo, Tie TaKue KyMUTh MOKHO.

— AX Her, s OTUIl TeprieTh He Mory. MHe HOYbIO Oy[AeT CHUTBCS, YTO OHM MEHS KJIIOIOT. Yxke
neBsaTh yacos. Ceituac Bonons npujer.

Bepa npuueckiBaeTcs B ciajibHE.

— Her. JIunoBoe ozesiyio oueHb Kpacuso... Hago Kynuth JUI0BBIH OOOPUK.

3BOHOK. [lapKeT TMXO CKPHITUT MO MYKCKUMHU IIaramu. Bepa npuciymmBaercs, yinbioasich.

«$1 rapmaro, kto Tam? He kenux ym? He keHux m 310 MOit?..» AX, Kakoi Obl OH, Biagumup,
HU ObU1. [TycTh B 0UKax, mycTh HeKpacuBblil. Ho OH Bce-Taku ee xkeHHX. Pa3Be MOXKHO XOTh UyTOUKY
He ObITh BJIIOOJIEHHOW B CBOETO JKeHUXa?

I'onoca B cronoBoii 3Byvar rpoMko. O yem oHM Tak? YTo cityunsioch?

— Bepa, Bepa, — 30Betr Exarepuna JIbBoBHa. — au ckopeil.

Bepa He crienia monpapinsieT CKJIAIKU IJI1aThsl U, CTapasiCh CTYMaTh OCOOCHHO JIETKO U Ipalld-
O3HO, BBIXOJIUT B CTOJIOBYIO.

— 3npasctByid, Bonoas. Yto y Bac Takoe?

YV Ekarepunsl JIbBOBHBI UCITyTaHHOE, B3BOJIHOBAHHOE JIMLIO.

— Bepa, ata nama, 3ta 1ama, KOTopasi yTpoM NPUXOAWa, OTPABUIACh, — TIOYTH KPUUYMT OHA.

Bepa camutcst B Kpecyo, pacrpapisieT IMUPOKOe TUIaThe M, CKIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK, CITpaIliv-
BaeT, BCe ele yIbI0asch:

— Ymepina?..

— Bepa, rocnnogu! Kak T MOxe1s?.. — BckpukrpaeT Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.

— Her, ner, — Toponutcst Bragumup UBanoBuy, — ona xuBa. Ee yganock ciacti. OHa OTpaBu-
J1ach BepOHAJIOM. .. CJIMIIKOM MHOTO IPUHSIIA. ..

Bepa ciymaer ¢ o00nbITCTBOM.

— Hy koneuno. Bce onu Tak. Mnu cimImmkom Masio, WM CIMIIKOM MHOTO, 9TOObI HE YMEPETb.

— Ho ona uyTh He ymepna. .. [Joktop rosopui. ..

Bepa nepebusaer ero:

— UyTtb He B cuer. Ecim Obl O-HACTOAIIIEMY OTpaBUJIach, Tak U ymepina Obl. M moxkanyiicta,
Bonons, noBoibHO 00 3TOM. MHE HEMHTEepECHO.

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHaA XBaTaercs 3a cepile:

— T'ocnonu, Bepa. Kakas b1 31a51. 1 B KOro Thl TOJIBKO Takas?..

— Ax, Mama, riepectanb. S coBcem He 31mas. Ho kakoe mue aeno?.. [lycth oHa ceOe XuBET Ha
3[I0POBBE. . .

Bepa cuaut Ha KpoBaTH MaTepu, OOXBAaTUB PyKaMH yIJIOBaThie KOJICHU.

— Mawma, — OBICTPO TOBOPUT OHA, YAMBJIEHHO IJIsAA HA MaTh, — MaMa, Kak 3TO CIy4YHUJIOCh,
ckaxu? Benp ellie HesleNmm HeT, s KJajla ApceHus U Mydniach. A Tereps s BmooieHa B Bomomo. [la,
1a, BIIOOJIeHa, XOTh M CMeITHO. Biooiena. B 0cOOEHHOCTH ceroiHs1, KOrjia 3Ta UMO0TKA OTPABUIIACH.
Ho kax 3t0 ciyuunsnocs?

— Uro xe, Bepouka. EcrectBenHo. OH TBo# skeHux. Korga craHens ero xeHoi, elie U He Tak
MOTIOOUIIIb €r0, TIO-HACTOSIIEMY.
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— Ax Hert, mama. CoBceM He T0. U korma *eHol cTaHy, HaBepHOe, pa3moomo. Thl HUUEro He
MOHMMAeIllb. JTO, AOJDKHO OBbITh, OT OXHAAHMS, OTTOrO, YTO C HUM Iienyiock. Ho s BmoOnena, —
HETepreInBO U OOMXEHHO MporoBopmiia oHa. — W ckopeii Obl yxe cBaapOa. JKoarh Tskeno. axe
YacTo JBIIATh TPYIHO, Kak OyaTO cepare pacmyxiio. — OHa Ha MUHYTY yMoJikaeT. — Coyimaii, Mmama, —
BIPYT CIpaIMBaeT OHa, — a ThI... Kak Thl MOXerlb?

— Yro mory? O uem ThI, Bepouka?

— Hy, kak Tbl MOXelllb, — HETEepIeNnuBoO npoaokaeT Bepa. — Kak Tel Mokens. .. crars oqHa?
PasBe Tebe He TaKENO?

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA OIHIMAET OPOBH U KpacHeeT:

— Bepa! Yro TbI roBopuis! Beap 51 TBOSI Math.

— Hy u uro *ke, uto MaTh? YBaxath TeOs1 HaJl0, OoAThCcsA? Her, Het. — Bepa, cmesich, 0OOHUMaeT
Marth U [eIyeT ee B 1me. — 51 Teds modimo, yxkacHo moomo, BOT 1 Bce. VI mHe TeOs kanb. [a, kamb.

— OcraBb, OcTaBb. 3a/1yIIHUIIIb.

— Tebst HUKTO He 1IeNyeT, TaK XOTb 5. Mosl KpacuBasi, MOsl MOJIOfasl Mama.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA CMYIIICHHO OTOMBAETCS OT OYEPH:

— Hy nosoneHo. Ycnokoiics. [onexu tuxo. Xyxe Jloku.

Bepa BoITsITMBaeTCS MOBEPX Ofesiia PsiIOM C MaTephbio.

— Her, mHe cepbesHo xkaib Tedst, MaMouKa. TeGe HempeMeHHO HaJIo elle 3aMYK BBIATH. Y TeOs
TaKue IJIeYr, TaKKe I71a3a, Takue Tyosl. TeOe Hesb3s1 ObITh BIOBOIA.

— I'mynoctu Bee 310, Bepouka. Ho kak Thl HepBHa!

— AX, s coBceM He HepBHa. S BmoOeHa, st cuactmBa. U s xouy, 4To0Bl BCe OBUTN CYACT/IMBHI,
Y TIpeXK]e BCETO THI.

Bepa cHoBa nenyer Math:

— Mamouka most Muasi. Mama-kponuk. Mama-niepcuk. Mama-conoseit. [TomHuUIIb, Kak s TeOs
B JIETCTBE 3Bajia’?

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA HEKHO INIAAUT €€ TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI:

— Crpannas 1bl. Takas 1ackoBas, a cepama y Te0st HaCTOSIIIEro HEeT, U HUKOTO Thl HE JIIOOUIIIb.
Kak komka. Hy, unu criate. [laii s Te0s1 mepekpenty. Yike mo3aHo.

— CrioKkOMHOW HOYH, COJIOBEN MOH.

Bepa nenyer eme pa3 MaTh 1, COCKOJIb3HYB C TIOCTENH, OEKUT, CMEsICh, K cede.

Jlioka ere He cruT. OHA JIEKUT B TEMHOTE C 3aKPHITBIMU I71a3aMU, CJIOKUB PYKU Ha IIPOCTHIHE.

Bepa TiX0 mpoXoauT MUMO Hee, KPOBATh JIETKO CKPUIIHT, IIyPIIAT MPOCTHIHU.

— Bepa, — 30Ber Jlioka, — Bepa, nocyrai.

— Tol He cinib, JItoka? Yike mo3gHo.

— INocnymaii, Bepa.

— Hy uro?

— 41 Bce nexy, agymaio o TeOe U He MOTY 3aCHYTb.

Bepa tuxo cmeercs:

— Bpoch nymare. 3Haelb, MHAEHCKUI TIETYX TOXE TyMa. ..

— Bepa, He cmeiics. Bepa, Tl He OOMIIbCS BBIATH 3aMyk?

— Borock? Yto ThI ertie BeigymMana?

— Ho T8I pa3Be 3a0bi1a? Thl Beib MHE caMa pacckasbiBaia... M Bce 310 OyaeT ¢ To00i, Mmoay-
Map. . .

— AX BOT THI 0 ueM. — Bepa 3eBaer. — Criu Jiyutiie.

[TpocTbiHM CHOBA 3allly pILIAJIH.

— Ho Bepa, — B3BonHOBaHHO 3amenrania Jlioka. — Benp 310 Tak cTpaiHo, Tak CTPAILHO. ..

— Mosuu. He merraii mue criath. Y He BonHyiics, oxkautyiicta. Thl elie Majia, He TOHUMAEIIIb.
41 coBceM He 00I0Ch, 1 oueHb cyacTmBa. Crim, JTioka.

JIioka 3aMOJIKaeT Ha MUHYTY.
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— Bepa, — cHOBa 30BeT OHa. — Bepa...

Ho orsera Her.

Jlioka moxrudaeT BhIIIE XOJOAHBIE KOJIEHH, 3aKPBIBAETCS OZISSJIOM JI0 CaMOro MoAOOpojKa U
B3/1bIXaeT. Bepa cmeercs, He xoueT ciymiark. Heyxenu oHa He MOHUMAET, uTo ee KIeT?

JIoka 3aKpbIBaeT 171a3a, 4YyBCTBYs CTpax Nepe TOM TsKeJOW, HETIOHSTHOM, IPSI3HON KU3HBIO,
Y ceiuac e 3achinaer.

13

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa pa3dupaa NOKYIKH, TOJbKO YTO MPUHECEHHbIE M3 MarasuHa. Bepa cuzena
Ha JMBaHe U 0e3y4acTHO IJisiesa B OKHO.

—KpyxeBa oueHb XOpOIIH. A IIeJK CJMIIKOM TOHKHI, OyJeT MI0X0 CTUpaThes. [la uto ¢ ToOoi,
Bepouka? Jlaxke He IOCMOTpUIIIL, OyATO He AJis TeOs BCe 3TO.

— CKky4HO. ..

B cronosyio BOexana Jlioka, Hecsi BepuHy HOByIo 111y0y:

— CreiiHO XaHIpuTh, Bepa. Tebe ckyyHO, a HaM OT 3TOro TonrHo. Bot 1 Myp3uk 3arpycTut. —
Jlioka BBICOKO ToAHsIIA 11y0y. — Buguib, naxke pykaBa noBecuil. YibiOHuch Myp3uky, Bepa, a To
OH OOUIUTCH.

— Orcranb, JIioka.

— dy, kakas Thl 37125, CIBIIHIIB, Myp3UK TOBOPHT: JIJIs1 TOTO JIU s MATHAIATD THICSY CTOWII,
YTOOBI HA MEHS U B3MJISIHYTh He XoTenu? [Jist TOro Jiv sl TAKOU MyIIMCTHIN 1 Teruislii? Hy ynbiOHuCh,
a To Myp3auk odunurcsi. Heyxemu Tol Oosibliie He JToOUIIb ero?

— Yo Tam mobuTh, mogymaeib. Beap 310 Tonbko 1ryda. [Tyckaii toporasi, HO Bce-Tak# TOJIBKO
1ry0a, 6osbIIe HUYero.

Jlioka, mpuIIypUBIINCH, BMJISIHY/IA HA CECTPY:

— A TbI 4TO XOTesNa, 4ToOH 11yda McaakueBckum codopom ObLia?

Bepa paccmesinace:

— T rmynas, Jlioka. Hy noitnem, nomoru Mue oznetbesi. I Myp3auka tamuy. Xouellib, oeaemM
¢ Bononeit B BynoHckuii siec yaii muTh?

Jlioka 3ampeirana. PykaBa myObl 3aMaxajiy B BO3IyXe.

— Vpa! He cepnurcs, He cepautcs. Tonbko nuth OyaeM He Yai, a MMOKOJaja, XOpOmo?

14

Hakanyne mHs cBagpObI mpuexaiia u3 bopno ters Baps u Teneps cujierna 3a CTOJIOM B CTOJIOBOM.

JIioka BHMMaTesIbHO pasriisgabiBaia ee. MaMuHa cectpa, a COBCeM He Moxoxka. Takas Toscras,
camoyBepeHHasi. TolbKO Ha TPM rojia craplie, a COBCeM CTapyxa.

— 310 Xoporo, — ropopuia Tetss Baps, — uro 3amyx Beixonut. Tebe serdye Oyaer. [a u crno-
KomHei. [loniro yiu ¢ TenepemtHumu o rpexa. OueHs s pajia, YTo y MeHs CbIH, a He 1oub. BoT u Jlioky
MOCKOPEU MPUCTPOH.

— Hy, Jloka ermre peGeHOK. . .

— 41 u He roBopIO, UTOOH ceituac. Koraa mectHaanats et Oyaer. Yto ke 310 Bepa tak mponro?
3aBTpa cBa/Ib0a, BHICTIATLCS JIaXke He ycreeT. DX, KaK BCe HeMPaBIJILHO.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA YJIBIOHYIACH:

— A TBI IO-TIPEXHEMY XOYelllb, YTOOBI BCE TIPABIIILHO OBLIO?

— A 7O Kak *ke? — ynuBuiIach TeTsl Baps 1, mocTaBuB JIOKTH Ha TIECTPYIO CKATePTh, MOMPaBUIIa
IIMUAJIBKY B TIpuyecke. — Bee MOMmKHO OBITH IPAaBUIILHO, HE TaK, Kak y TeOs. B nmome Gecriopsok,
Ja U B KW3HM TBOEW Bcerya Oecriopsiiok Obl1. Hukorga Tel He 3Hasa, 4To Xodelb. BOT 1 I0UKy Tak
BocruTasa. JIloOUT oHa XOTh kKeHMXa CBOEro?

— Kaxercd, moour.
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— Kaxerca? Marp, a He 3Haelb. DX Thl, — IPE3PUTEIBHO MOTHYJIA OHA ToJ10BOW. — [la u To,
Kakas y HUX, y TeTIepelHUX, JTI0OOBb.

— Ha te1, Baps, He BonHyi#ics, — ycniokauBana Exarepuna JIbBoBHa. — Bot, monpoOyii BapeHbe.
S cama Bapuna. ..

— Tb1 mue, Kats1, 3yObl BApeHbeM He 3aroBapuBail. . .

Bepa Opocaer nryOy Ha quBaH, CHUMAaeT TY(IIH.

— Horu naxe 3adonenun. Jlioka, Tary CaHOUYKU.

Jlioka GexuT 3a caHOUKaMu, BepuHbBIMU yTpeHHUMHU TY(IISIMHU.

— Tak cmemHo, — paccka3biBaeT Bepa, — TaM KakKOH-TO JUIMHHBIA BCe Ha MEHsI CMOTpE,
a Bononsa 3mucs.

— Tel npuyamanace, Bepa? — HeoxkunaHHoO cripaimmBaet TeTs Baps.

— Her. A pasBe Hao 6bu107..

Tets Baps BcIuieCKMBaeT pyKaMu:

— T'ocnioou, 1a 410 K€ 3TO Takoe?

— Huyvero, auuero. U Tak okpyTaT. Bol He GecriokoiiTech, TeTs. AX, Kak 5 ycTaja.

— Ho Tb1 x0Tb OBI MOyMasa cepbe3HO O TOM, YTO B HOBYIO KM3Hb BCTYIACHIb. . .

— O yem tam aymats? Bee yxe nepenymano. Crnars Hajgo. Hy, criokoitHON HOUM.

Bepa Bcraer u, Ha X0y pa3Bsi3bIBasi MOSIC TUIAThsI, UIET B cnajibHIO. JIioka Oexut 3a Heil. Bepa
CauTCs Ha KPOBaTh:

— 3aBTpa MeHs yxke TyT He OyJerT. ..

Jlioka, cuas Ha KOPTOYKax, CTACKMBAET C HEE UYJIKH.

Bepa Opsbikaercsi:

— OcrtaBs. IllekoTHO.

— IMo3Bob. [To3Bosnb. Benp B ociaeqHuil pas.

JI1oKa TAHET BO3[yX HOCOM:

— Kak xopomio naxser. Tl 3aueM KOJIEHU AyIIUIIb?

Bepa ynbibaercs:

— 3areM. ..

— Her, ckaxu 3auem. — Jlioka Harubaetcs Briepe  1ietyeT BepuHo po3oBaToe miakoe KOJIeHO.

Bepa, cmesich, TosnkaeT ee HOroi B rpyab. JIoka OpoKuAbIBAETCS HAa CIIMHY Ha KOBEP.

— Yo6uia, youna, — kpuuut JIioka, CKyIa/ipiBasi pyKH Ha TPy/IH.

— Her, He Beplo. Te, koTopele MepTBBIE, HOraMu ApbIraloT U «boxke, naps XpaHu» MOI0T.

— «boke, apst XxpaHu», — rpoMko noet Jloka.

B nBepb npocoBbiBaeTcs rosioBa Tetu Bapu.

—Yro y Bac TyT eme?

— B3pbIB NaTpuOTUYECKUX UYyBCTB, — KpUUUT Bepa, 3a1p1Xasch OT XOXOTa.

— T'ocriony, 1 310 HakaHyHe cBaLOBL. — TeTss Bapss BO3MYIIEHHO 3aXJIONBIBAET JBEPS.

Bepa nponomnxkaer XoxoTarb, yTKHYBIIUCh B TOAYIIIKY.

— A Tenepb crath, CHaTh, — BAPYT CEPbE3HO TOBOPUT OHA, — & TO BEJIb 3aBTpa HOUb B MOE3JIE.

— CyactiuBas, — B3apixaet Jlioka. — Hury yBunums. Tam nanemel. Bygerns cama GaHaHbl ¢
HUX PBarh.

— Yro 6ananbI? O6e3bsAHy 3a XBOCT ToOMMalo 1 Tede B mogapok nmpusesy. Hy, ciu. He Gonraii
oonpire. S Tymy. ..

Bepa nosepHyach K cTeHe, NOUIOKIIA PYKY MO, LIEKY.

«3aBTpa Mos1 cBajb0a, — CMyTHO MopyMana oHa. — A ecim Obl He ¢ Bonogzeit, a ¢ Apcenuem?
AX, Bce paBHO. Tak Toxe xopoino. 1 6ymy 3amyxkem. M 6oraroii. — OHa 3akpsbuia riasza. — [Tycts Bce,
YTO CO MHOM CIIyYHTCS, MHE CETO[IHSI BO CHE IIPUCHUTCS, — MpolenTaia oHa. — Kaxkercs, Hajgo cebs
3a JIEBbI MU3MHEL] IepHYTh?..» HO pyKku yxke cTanu TsSkKelbMU U HETIOCTYIIHBIMU, U IBUHYTh UMU
He ObLIO CHUIL
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Bepa cnana. Eit cHIOCh, 4TO OHA MAET OHA IO HE3HAKOMOM YJIMIIE B CBOEM CTapOM KOpUYHE-
BOM Tuiathe. OHa cagurcs B aBTOOYC U eeT Kyaa-To. [IoToM CHOBa uieT MUMO Mara3uHOB U JIOMOB.
JIBepb B LIEPKOBb OTKpHITA. «BeHuarscsa», — BcnomuHaer Bepa u BXonuT B LiepKoBb. 11ycTo u thxo, u
HET HY JKeHUXa, HU CBsIleHHNKa. Bepa xkaet. Ha ananoe nexut nkoHa. CBeuu sipKo ropsit repej Heil.
Bepa Gepet ukony, ornsapiBaeTcs ¥ Boioeraet u3 1epkBu. OHa OSXUT MO yIuIiaM, MPKAMas UKOHY
K Tpyau. 3a Hell noroust. «[lepxu, nepxu! BopoBka!» Bepa 6exuT Bce ckopee, mogoeraeT kK 0OphIBY.
Ona pazoobetcst! Bee paBHo, mycth. Tosbko Obl He moiiMarm. Ho 6exats Jierko u He crpamiHo. [Tecok
CBIIUIETCS U3-101 HOT. BoT oHa BHM3Y. A Ha rope croAr Jloka, Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa u Bnagumup.
«Bepa, Bepa», — kpuuar oHu. Bepa nogHuMaer rosioBy ¥ cMOTpUT Ha HMX. Kak oHu BbICOKO... U
B PyKax y Hee BMECTO MKOHBI OOJIbIIIME CTOOBbIE Yachl. CTpesku MOKa3bBaloT aAecaTh. Kak mo3gHo!

W3 xyxHu Heccs cnalblil CTYK HOKa O Tapeliky, ¢ mycToi JIIOKMHOM KPOBAaTH CBEIIUBAIOCH HA
T10J1 OJESIIIO.

Bepa 3anoxuna pyku nop rosioy. «Kakoi ckBepHbiii coH. CkBepHblil. Ho mouemy ckBepHblIii?..
[pocro rynsiii. Her, ckBepHsiii». Y ceifuac ke B aMsITH BCIUIBUIM KOT/IA-TO CJIBIIIAHHBIE OOBSICHE-
HUS CHOB. B 11epKBU OBITH — K HECUACTBIO, U C TOPbI OekaTh — MI0X0. «[JIyrnocTu, riynoctu, — ycrno-
KauBaja oHa ceOs. — B3mop. Hu B kakue cHHI 1 He Bepio. Bor emme».

Oma BcTasna ¢ KpoBary, MOAOINUIA K OKHY M OTKpPbUIA CTaBHU. MEJTKUI KOCOM JI0Kb CTy4al B
crekia. He6o Obu10 cepoe u Hu3Kkoe. «[loxap B AeHb CBaabObl — XOpoliee npea3HaMeHoBanue. M 3to
B3110p. Tako ke B3/10p, KaK U CHBI».

Bepa HakuHYIa XaaaTUK ¥ MPOIILIa B CTOJIOBYIO. Bee yke Obuto urcto mpubpano. [Mapker Oie-
CTeJI, Ha CTOJie CTOsiIa OoJblnast Kop3uHa Oenbix 1BetoB. CBageOHbIe 1BeThl. OHa cena Ha JWBaH.
«Cagmpba. Cerogus ee cBajipOa, a ieHb TAKOW MOXOPOHHKI» . OHAa CMOTpeia Ha cepoe He0O, Ha MOK-
pble 30HTHKH MTPOXOKHX.

«[ocnogn, kak rpycrHo. Kak 60o5mbHO. UTO 6051BbHO?.. — OBICTPO Cripocuiia oHa cebs. — Huvero,
HUYEro, HI4ero He OOJIbHO: HUKAKOW OOMM HeT U Jake rpyctu HeT. [Ipocto ckyuyno. Ho Tak i ere
Oyner cky4Ho notoM. Apcenuii... Her, 00 ApceHun gymaTh HeJb3si».

W3 xyxHu BeiOexana Jlioka, BCsl BoIMa3aHHAsI B MyKe:

— Bepouka, Bcrana yxxe? Mama cripaiimsaert, KJacTh B COyc Majiepy?

—Yro? B coyc?

— Hy na, B coyc, ¢ maaepoii Bkycueil. Ho OyTblika qBaanarh ()paHKOB CTOMT.

Bepa HeteprienuBo nopea riedamu:

— Ax, genanTte Kak xoture. [Touem s 3Halo.

— Ona Besesia TOOOJIbIIIE HATIUTS, — yke Heccst JIIOKHMH rosioc u3 KyxHu. — OHa TOBOPUT, HUYETO,
YTO ABAJIATh (DPAHKOB. XOTb MATHAECST — TOJIBKO OB BKYCHO OBLIO.

Jo1b THXO CTydas B cTekiia. LIBeThl Ha crose Tyckio Oenenu. Bepa 3akpbiia riaza. Bor tak
cunetb. U uroObl HUYero He Hazio Oputo. Huuero. Tak cuaeTth v 3HaTh, 4TO BCE YKe KOHYEHO U OOJbIIe
HUYEro He Oy/ieT, KpoMe TOr0 Ceporo MOKPOro OKHa M 9TUX OeJIbIX HEHYXKHBIX I[BETOB.

— Bepa, THI 30€Ch? — 03a00YEHHO MPOKpUYaia U3 Kopuaopa ters Bapsa. — Oneaiicsi. Ckopo
B M3pUIO.

CHoga BOexasa Jloka:

— Bepa, unu Ha KyxH10. Tam jaHrycra npuHeciau. Takoro CMMIIAaTUYHOTO, YEPHOTO, U yCaMu
aBuraer. A To ero ceituac Baputhb OynyT. Unmem.

Bepa cnabo ormMaxHysach:

— OcraBb.

— Ho on xoporenbkuii. Thl HEMPEMEHHO AO0JIKHA [TOCMOTPETb.

— OcraBb, y MeHs ToJI0Ba OONMT. 3aKpoii TUIOTHEE JBeph. JKapeHbIM MaxHeT.

— 310 yTKa, — pajocTHO 0OBsAcHMIA JIIoKa, yoeras.

CHoBa ctasio Tuxo u mycro. M 1oxap no-mpeskHeMy CTydall B CTeKJI0. Tak TUXO, Tak IPyCTHO.
Ceagp0Oa. Pa3Be k cBagpOe rotoBsarcs B 3ToM gome? He moxosxe. Ckopee K MOXOpOHaM.
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Ot GenbIX 1BETOB IIes CIadblid CIaaKoBaThiid 3amax. «Kak nagan», — mogymMania oHa, U cpasy
BCIIOMHWJICSI COH M IIEPKOBb U Kak OHa Oexkasia ¢ TOpbl, MPKUMasi UKOHY K Tpyau. Y moyeMy-To
CTaJIO CTPAILIHO.

B komHary Bonuta Exarepuna JIbBoBHa.

Bepa B3si1a ee 3a pyky:

— Nogoxou, mama. Csaap crona.

Exareprna JIbBOBHA TOPOILTMBO U POOKO cejia Ha JVBaH.

— Mawma, — Bepa nocmoTpesa npsiMo B IJ1a3a MaTe€pu, — CKaKu, TETephb YKe MO3AHO OTKa3aThCsi?

Beku Exarepunbl JIbBOBHBI HCITyTaHHO 3aMOpPTaJIH.

— Ortkazarbcs?..

— Hy na. Ot cBagp0bI.

Ha miekax Exatepuns! JIbBOBHBI BHICTYIIMIIN KPACHBIE TATHA.

— 4 nymato, mo3aHo, — HEpeIuTeabHO Havaia oHa. — Kak xe? Beap uepes ABa yaca B MIpHIO.
N mwadepa...

Bepa kuBHya.

— 4 Toxe Tak Tymaro, — CKa3ajia OHa Cepbe3HO U CIOKOWHO. — [To3mHo. Y ToBOMIBHO 00 3TOM.

OHa TpsIXHYJIa TOJIOBOM, KOPOTKHME BOJIOCHI 3AIPhIrajid BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

— INouenyit mensi, mama. Y naBaii ogeBartbcsi. . .

Marnenbkue Geibie Ty(Ji, YBEPEHHO CTOSIBIINE HA KOBPHKE, TOHKUE MAJIbLIbI, KPETKO AepikKaB-
IIMe CBevy, U yIblOKa — Bce roBopuio: «He HeBoelt ny. Cama xoTesnia ¥ OU4eHb CUaCTIMBa».

[Tnams ceueid... ['onoca neBuux. .. Beicokue okHa. ..

CkBo3b Oenyio (hary, OImycKaBIITYIOCs Ha I71a3a, BCE Ka3aJI0Ch KAKUM-TO OCOOEHHBIM, Uy Th-UyTh
BOJIILIEOHBIM, YyTh-UyTh CMEIITHBIM.

MMagep mnotHO Hagen Bragumupy BeHell Ha roJIoBy, U BraguMup noxox Ha cy/itaHa ¢ Tabad-
HOH KOpoOKU. JIioKka Ha JAJIMHHBIX, Xy/IBIX HOTaX COBCEM LIAILIsl, a TOJI0Ba ¢ OOJBIIUM OaHTOM B MTPO-
unb 3asgubs. Lannesasn wiu 3ainenaruis. .. Bepa Tuxo 3acmesinach, 3aKpbiB JIMLO PyKaMu.

— IInaver, — ynoBneTBopeHHO mporientana tets Baps. — To-to. [laxke u ee mpoOpao.

Bepa paccesiHHO yibIOanach U3 OKHA BaroHa, epka B pyKax IMOJABEHEUHbI OyKeT.

— IMumm kaxapiii nedb, Bepouka, — npocuia Exarepuna JIbBOBHa.

— Becenuch, — kpuuana Jlioka. — [puiimm ¢ppykToB.

Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa TpoHyJia Binagumupa 3a pykas:

— Beperute ee, noxainyiicra. 91o cmentHo. Bee Matepu Tak roBopsT — HO Bepa Takas cnabeHb-
Kasl.

Bnagumup nonesnoBan ee pyky:

— BynbTe COKOMHBI.

Cra"oBWIOCH CKy4HO. ['0BOpUTH OosbIlie ObLTIO He 0 yeM. HakoHelr moe3  TpoHyJIcs.

— Vpa! — 3akpuuanu madepa.

— Vpa! — HecTpoliHO MOAXBATUIIM OCTAJIbHbIEC U 3aMaxasiu IUIaTKaMHu.

Jlioka moGeskana 3a MOe3I0M.

— Jloka, cymacmenmas. I[Tox koneca nonanens, — kpuyaia Bepa.

Exkarepuna JIbBoBHa KpecTusia yxonsiuii moess1. Bepa nocrosiia ere HEMHOTO y OKHa, pa3ma-
xuBas matkoM. Ho Hudero yxe He ObUIO BUTHO.

— Bot mbl u exem, — ckazan Biagumup.

Bepa niponia B Kyne, CHsiJla HOBOE JJOPOXKHOE MaJIbTO, MJIEHBKYIO IUISIITY U ceJla Ha JUBaH.
Bragumup cest HanmpoTUB Hee U YABIOHYIICS.

— Tenepb Tbl MOS KEHa.

«3TOro OH MOT U HEe TOBOPUTb, — IMOJyMaJsia OHa, MornpanJisis Bojiockl. — Hy uto? Uto nasbiie?»

47



M. B. Onoesuesa. «Enucerickue Ioss»

OHa HeTeprieMBO W CMYITIEHHO B3IJISIHYJIA HA HETO:

— 51 ¢ Poccum He e3nuiia B IepBOM KJlacce, — ¥ MOIVIAANIIA KPACHbINA OapXaTHBIM AUBaH.

— Koraa met 6ynem B Hurtre?

— 3aBTpa B TpHU.

OH cujien HAMPOTUB Hee U Pa3roBapyBall TaK CIIOKOMHO U CAEPKAHHO, KaK IMTPOCTON 3HAKOMBIH.
OH faxe HU pa3y He MOIIEI0BaJl €€ M0C/Ie BEHYaHUSl.

«YT0 *e 3T0 Takoe? — TPEBOXKHO JAymMasia oHa. — UTo xe 310 ?»

— TeGe, naBepnoe, nonpasutcs Huita. Mol cbe3qum B MonTe-Kapio nourpars B pyJaeTky.
Thbl azapTHa?

— 4 He 3Hatw. fl HUKOrIA HE urpana.

— U B kapThl He urpana?

— W B KapThl TOXE HE Urpaja.

— Hy torna, HaBepHOe, BbIMIpaellib. B riepBblii pa3 Bceraa Be3er.

Onwu cHoBa 3amormuau. Baron cadbo nomnpeirusai. Koneca crydany.

— Thl, TOTKHO OBITH, yCTaNa, — CKa3ajl OH U BCTall. — Tebe Halo Jieub, yxke TO3JHO.

On paccrenmu mwien. Bepa yBuzena, 4rto pyKu ero Jpoxkar. « 3Ha4uT, OH TOXe BOJIHYETCS, —
MoJyMajia OHa ¢ TOPKecTBOM. — He TOJbKO s1, OH TOkKe».

— 4 eme He Xo4y cnark. ..

— Ho nosaHo.

— Hy xopoimo. — OHa BHTSIHY/IACh Ha AWBAHE, MOJIOKUIIA MAJIEHBKYIO KOXKAHYIO TIOAYIIKY TIOJT
royioBy. — CriokoiiHO#M Houu. §1 yxe cIuto.

— Tebe Tak Gynet HeynoOHO. Thl pazaeHncs. S mocTol B Kopuaope.

OH BbIIIIEN, 3aKPBIB 32 COOOIO IBEPb.

Bepa Bckouwmia, ObICTPO OTIEp/ia HOBBIM YeMOjaH, JocTana (IakoH AYXOB U CTajia JyIIUTh
IVBaH, TUIe ¥ oAymiKy. [ToToM cHsila ryiathe, Hajella XajJaTuK 1 JIOPOXKHbIE MATKUE Ty(iu, riepes
3epKaJIOM B CTeHe MOMyJpuJiach, HaKpacuia ryosl, HAIyIiach 1 nosesia Hocom. Kakercs, nepecra-
panack. Jpimars Heuyem. OT BBIMUTOTO 32 00€I0OM BHMHA BCe ellle IIymesio B rojoBe. OHa 3aKpblia
YeMOJIaH.

— Ceituac?.. Wmu emme a0 3aBTpa xaath?.. [ocnonu, Kak s BIOOJIEHA, — BAPYT BCIYX CKa3asa
OHA M THUXO paccMesuiach. — A oH 6outcs. Kakoil cMenrHow.

OHa npuTyIImIa CBeT, Jera, MoKpsuIachk miegaomM. KpoBb rpoMKo cTyvasa B JIeBOM yXe.

— 4 BmoGnieHa, BmoOIeHa, BIoOIeHa, U ceiiyac KO MHe MPUIET MOH MYX. . .

OmHa BeITsHY/MA HOrM. YTO %e Tak nonaro? Ho oH yxke cTydan B ABEpb.

— To1 nerna? MoxHno?..

— MoxHo.

OH BoI1Ie, 1, XOTS OBUIO IMOYTH TEMHO, OHA 3aMETUJIa, YTO OH OUeHb OJIe/ICH.

— YT0 3TO TaK MaxHeT? — pacTepssHHO CITPOCKJT OH.

— 41 paznuiia HEYassHHO yXH.

— Hago oTKpeITh OKHO, a TO 33JOXHEMCSI.

— Her, Her, ocTtaBb, — uctyrayack oHa. — 910 «Fol Ardme»?3. Ot HUX HUYero He OyzerT.

— Kak xouemb. 5 o Tebe 6eCroKooCh.

B Teruiom, HamymeHHOM, TEMHOM KyTie c1ab0 Mepliaia cuHeBaTas jJamrodka. Ha momymike
6eneno Bepuno nmio. BnaguMup ocTopokHO MpoOpajics K CBOeMY JIMBaHy U OCTAaHOBHUJICS.

Ona BujieNa, Kak OH MOJHSUT PyKH, CHSUT poroBbie 04k, CTeKs1a TYCKJIO OJIeCHYJIN, OUKH CTYK-
HYJIMCh O cTouK. Terneps y Binaguvupa Obi1o coBceM HOBoOe, 100poe 1 pactepstaHoe Jinio. Ho Bepe
MOYEMY-TO CTAJIO CTPALIHO.

— Bepa, — THX0 no3BaJI OH.

3 «Cymacmieqummii apomatr» (¢fp.) — nyxu pupmsl «l'epinen». — Ipumeu. peo.
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— Yro? — eltie TUIlle OTBETUJIA OHA.

OH nofio1ien u cel psijioM C Hel.

— CrniokoiiHo# HOur. — OHa HEMHOT'O OTO/IBUHYJIACh OT HETO.

OH HarHyJscs ¥ ToLeJIOBas e B IIEKY.

— Kakue cuipHble gyxu. [IefiCTBUTENBHO CyMacIIeAIil 3amax.

Bepa monuana.

— TBI MO# KeHa, — CKa3aJl OH CHOBA.

«Crpliana yxe», — mogyMaja OHa IO IPUBBIYKE HACMEIIUIMBO U B Ty K€ MUHYTY NOYYBCTBO-
BaJjia, 4To 3yOBI €€ CTyvar.

— Tebe yno6HO?..

OH norpaBuJI OAYIIKY U, HAKJIOHUBIIXACH OJIM3KO, IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee OJTM30PYKMMU, BBITYK-
JILIMU TJIA3aMHU.

Yro xe 310 Takoe?.. Kak TomMuTesbHO. ..

Biapgumup nonpasui mien. Pyka ero jiersia Ha ee rojioe KOJIeHO.

— Kakue y Tebs1 XoI0mHBIE PYKH, — CKa3ajia OHa TOJBKO, U OHM CHOBA 3aMOJIKJIM. — AX HeT,
HET, — KpuKHYJIa oHa BApyr. — He Haymo. He tyt. He B moe3ne. 3aBtpa. B Hume. f npomry Te6s,
noxauyiicra, Bonons, Bomnoas. ..

Koneca cryvanu, Baron noarnpeirusai. Bepa orkpsuia riaza. CKBO3b CHHIOIO HITOPY Ha OKHE
MpOOMBAJICS] CHHEBATBIN JIpoKaluii cBeT. Bepa BIOXHYIA TEIUIbIH, HATYIIEHHBIH, TSKEIbIA BO3/IYX,
TMIOJIHSIJTa TOJIOBY, M BCE TOIUIBUIO Tepen ra3amu. Ha masnblie TYCKJIO OleCTesio TOHKOE 30J710TOe
KOJIBII0. Bepa He oTphiBasick cMoTpesna Ha Hero. [ToTom cena Ha JvBaH U CBeCHJIa HOTH.

Ha cocennem auBane crian Binagumup, ee Myx. OH jiexkajl Ha CIIMHE KPACHBIM, C TOTYOTKPbITBIM
proM. B Horax Bassiicsi muakak, MOATSKKY yIAIU Ha 1oj1. Bepa oTBepHynach, 4ToObl He BUAETh. Ee
3aMyTII0. DTO OT AyX0B. Hano BeiiiTH B Kopraop. OHa cOpocuia e 1 ObICTPO 3araxHyJia XaaaTHK
HaJl pa30pBaHHON pyOaIKou.

Ha cronmke pssaom ¢ oukaMu Jiexxasl ee ogBeHeuHbIi OykeT. U 1axe 1BeThl ObUIM MPOTHBHBI.

Kopunop 6b11 mmycT. Yike coBceM paccBeno. Po3oBaroe cusioliee JIyducToe COMHIE MeJIEHHO
BBITUTBIBAJIO U3-32 IPO3PAYHBIX Ty4. Bepa cMoTpena Ha HU3KKe KPyIJIble XOJIMBbI, Hd HU3KUE TIbUTbHBIC
nepeBbsi. XOJOMHbIN yTPEHHUI BETep BIIETeN B OKHO. Bepa chexuiach, IIoTHee 3arnaxmuBasi XalaTuK.
«Taxk BcTaBaso conHie Aycrepiuiia, — MogymMaiia OHa, Kak BCera, HACMEIIIMBO, — TaK BCTAET COJTHIIE
MOEU HOBOW KU3HU».

Ee rteun B3ApOrHyIu, OHAa MPHUKAIach TOJOBOM K XOJIOMHOMY CTEKITy.

— $1 Takas HecuacTHasi, — BCXJIMIIHY/Ia OHA BAPYT, — 5 Takas HecyacTHast. Ho oruero? — Ona
HETEePIIeIMBO U OOMKEHHO TO/IHSIIA ToyioBy. — OTUero st HecuacTHa?..

BaroH ciiibHO TPSIXHYJIO, M OHAa CHOBA OECIIOMOIITHO MPHKaIach TOOM K OKHY, CJIe3bl, KaK Karuii
JOK]1s1, TIOTEKJIA TIO CTEKJIy.

— $1 HecyacTHa otToroO, uTO 5 37as. [a, na. OTTOrO, 4TO 5 TaKas 37as.

Tperbs yacTb

1

Beuepom B jome ucnoptriioch aekTpudectso. Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa yixke cniana. Y Hee Oonena
roJI0Ba, ¥ OHA PaHo JIeTJIa.

OT HEenpHUBBIYHOTO C1a00r0 CBETAa CBEYM BCE B KOMHATE CTAJI0 KAKMM-TO OCOOSHHBIM, TaWH-
CTBEHHBIM. 1 OBLIO CITMIIKOM THXO0. XOTh OBI XJIOIHYJIA IBEPb, YCIBIIATh Obl yeli-HuOyab rosoc. Ho
NPUITH HEKOMY, a Mama CIIUT.
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V mycroii cTeHsl, IJie ele HelaBHO Oenena BepuHa KpoBath, Teneps Kpecio, U Ha HeM CUAUT

pbokui KoT Backka. OOBIKHOBEHHBIN KOT, HO Ha CTeHE ero OOJbINast YepHasi TeHb KaKeTCs] TUTPOM.
Jlioka He MOOUT ero, HO ¢ Tex Top, Kak Bepa yexasa, 6epeT ero Ha HOUb K cedOe. Bce-Taku KUBOA.
Bce-Taku BoBoeM, He OHA.

Jlioka pa3neBaercs, OTKUABIBAET OJESIO:

— Kucs, kuch, kuck. I'ocnogunn Kot Backka, noxainyire cioaa.

Ho kot He ciymaercs. OH, He JBUTasiCh, PUCTATIBHO CMOTPUT HA CBEYY.

— YTO THI TaM BUAMIUB, [TyNbIA? Vay ciaTh KO MHE.

Kot Bce Tak e cMOTPUT Ha IJ1aMsl KPYIJIBIMH 3€JIEHBIMA HEMUIAIOLIUMMU IJI1a3aMHU.

Jlioke cranoButCs He 1o cebe. OHa 3aMaxMBaeTCs Ha KOTa PyKOW:

— Bpbich!

Ho kot ocraercs cuaeTh HEMOIABUKHO.

— A, Th BOT Kakou. Tak morogu xe. 5 Tebe ycol cnamo.

Jlioka nogHOCUT cBeuy K camoil Mopre KoTta. Kpyrible cTek/isHHbIE I71a3a CMOTPSAT MPSAMO B

OI'OHb, IIPAMO el B . U BAPYT CJIIOBHO YKOJI B C€pAue, MOXOJIOACBIIME MAJIbLbI Pa3KNMAIOTCA,
POHAIOT IMOACBECYHUK.

— Crymnxka. ..
Cgeua ynapsiercs o noi. Temno. TemHo, ¥ Heb3s1 JpIath OT cTpaxa. Ho ceiidyac e OTKpbIBa-

eTcst 1Bepb, U Exarepuna JIbBOBHA BXOIUT C JIaMIION:

— Yro TbI 1Irymutiib, Jloka?

— 41 yponuna ceeuy. He yxoqu. MHe crpatiHo.

Konenu eme gpoxar. Jltoka JIOKUTCS B OCTEJb. 3aKpbIBAET IJIa3a.

— Ilepekpectu MeHs, Mama.

Exareprna JIbBOBHa KpecTur ee:

— Cmn, geTouka.

Jlioka GouTcs B3MISAHYTH Ty/a, HA KPECIo.

— Mawma, a Crymnka... Het, 4uTO ... a Bacbka Bce emie cuaut?..

— Baceka? Pa3Be oH y 1e0s1?

— OH Ha KpecJie, — ucryratto 1ernyer Jloka.

— Yro ¢ To6o11, JTroka? Hukakoro Baceku 31ech HeT.

— Torna o nox kpecyom. ouiu ero, mamouka.

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHa HAKJIOHSIETCSI, CMOTPHT TOJ] KPECJIO, TIOf] KPOBATh.

— Her ero. Te6e nokasanock.

— OH TOMIBKO 4TO cujien 37ech, — Bosnyetcs Jlioka. — ['ne e on? Haiiau ero.
— OH, BepHO, Ha KyxHe. — ExkarepuHa JIbBOBHa BHIXOAUT U3 KOMHaThl. — Hy KoHeuno. Cnut Ha

rumte. [Ipunectu ero Tede?

TOJIK.

— Ax Her, HeT. He nyckaii ero ko MHe. U 3anipu ero B KyxHe. 3arnpu.

— Yo 32 mynoctu. 3auem?

— Hy noxasnyiicra, mama.

3aMOK I1IEeJIKaeT.

— W noxainyiicra, 3aBTpa e OTaai ero Komy-HuOy/Ib.

— Xopolllo, — paBHOAYIIHO coryamaercs Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa. — §1 v TO roBOpmIIa, Kakow ¢ HEro
Benp mbiien gHer. .. Crou, JIoka.

Jlioka nexut B TEeMHOTE, IPUKHUMasi MaJI€HbKUI XOJIOAHBIA KPECTUK K TPYAU:

— l'ocniogum, criacu M COXpaHd. ..

3a CTeHoi B KyXHe BOJIa [0 Karule NaJaeT B PAaKOBUHY M TUXO MOCKPUIIbIBAET 10J1. Tam OKHO He

3aBeIleHO, 1 JIyHa CBOOOIHO TYJISIET 10 KyXHe, repedupaeT OyiecTsIue KacTpioyiv, HaBOIUT TOHKHUI
JIyq Ha HOXH. .. 1 oH He criut. OH XOAMT OT OKHA K TUTUTe 1 00paTtHO. OTTOr0 ¥ MOJT CKPUIUT. TOIBKO
kto oH? Bacbka? Wi Crynka?.. Miu?..
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2

Jlioka crouT B KOpUAOpE, MPUCIOHUBILIUCH K cTeHe. CerofHs ee HelpeMeHHO BBI3OBYT IO T€0-
rpacgun. Hago eie pa3 noBTOPUTH YPOK.

3a aBeppio B KaMOpKE, i€ COCTAaBJIEHbl CTapble MAapThl U JOCKH, CIbIIIEH Mopox. Yrto tam?
Kppica? Jlioka GouTtcsi Kpbic, HO BCe-Taku JIIOOONBITHO. Benp He OpocuTes ke Kpbica Ha Hee. OHa
TUXO OTKPBIBAET JIBEPb.

B y3Koi1, IbUIbHOI, IOy TEMHOI KAMOPKE, ITPSAMO Ha TPsA3HOM Toiy ... Jlloka cMoTpuT, cepate
TSIKEJI0 OCTAaHOBUJIOCH, IJ1a3a OTKPBIBAIOTCS IUPOKO. YTo oHM JenaT? 3ayem?

Ei1 xouercs 3axJIOMHYTh ABEPb, YOeKaTh 1 Jake ceOe He MPU3HAThCS, uTo Bujena. 1 Bce-Taku
OHA CTOUT HA MOPOre U CMOTPUT HE OTPHIBASICh.

KpachHas noapsizka Ha cepoMm uyJike u Oenasi oJocKa KpyxKeB.

Uro onu aenaor? 3auem?

— AX, — ToMHO B31bIXaeT IBoHHA.

— Yo BHI esiaeTe? — BAPYT UCIIYTAaHHO U TPOMKO BCKpUKMBaeT Jloka.

7KaHHa BCKakMBaeT nepBasi, pacTperiaHHasi, KpacHasl.

— JIioka, ToI Buaea?

MBoHHA HEyKIIOKe BCTAET, OTPSAXUBAET KJIETYATOE IIaThe.

— Hy u Bugena. I[logymaers.

— Yo BB fesanu? — noeropsiet JIooka UCIyraHHo.

— Mmb1? Mb! urpanu B [ons.

7Kanna 3axumaer VIBoHHE poT:

— He cmeit, He cMelt.

Ho MBoHHa oTTaskuBaer ee:

— Yr0 TYT Takoro?

— B Ilona? — nepecnpamubaer Jlioka. — Kak? § He noHumaro.

— Ouensb npocro. Benp teneps Kanna npuxogur ko MHe 1o BockpeceHbssM. U [losnb ee Toxe
nenyer. W tenepb ropasno ynoonee. Hukto He Memaer. Mbl cugum B kabuneTe. Tam quBaH. Tombko
Ha oy tBepno. Tereps s Oymy Ilonem. Ilepectans nomarbes, KanHa. Xodelnb urpatb ¢ HaAMH,
Jlioka?

Ho Jlioka, kpacHast OT cThiIa U OTBpAIIEHHS, TPSICET TOJIOBOM:

— 310 ragocts. CBUHCTBO. Kak Bb Moxete?

— Hy, b1, moxanyiicra, 6e3 mopaimu. He xouemnb urparb, TBoe Jesio. A IpyruM He Mellau.
VYoupaiics!

NBonHa BeITankuBaer JIoky 3a 1Beps.

Jlioka 6eXHUT 1o KOpUAOpY, CKUMast KyJaku. HaBcTpedy uuer Kpyriast KjlaccHasi Jama 1o mpo-
3Banuio [lap.

— Ilouemy BbI 31€CH? YiKE ypOK Havyascs.

JIoka npucenaer:

— UzBunure. 1 ceituac.

— A roe Usonna u JKanuna? VX Toxe HET.

— OHu, AOTKHO OBITH, HE BEPHYJIUCH €IIIe C 3aBTPaKa.

— Her, g ux Bunena. Moxer, Tam?

[Hap npotaruBaeT KOPOTKYIO PyKYy K KaMOpKe.

— Her, ner. — Jlioka Tpsicet ronoBoil. — VIx tam Het. Tam Hukoro HeT. YecTHOE CII0BO.

Tonbko OB OHa He TOINLTA TyAa, He yBujena Obl ux. Ecnm Haiiner — ckangan. U3 nunes ux
BBITOHSAT.

— 41 mo¥iay nouIy BHU3Y.
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— Wpure B kiacc. Bam Obl TONIBKO Oerarh.

Knaccrast nama noBopaunBaeT ooparHo. Jlioka B3apixaet. CraBa 6ory. [IpoHecro. ..

7/Kanna u MlBoHHa BXoAsT B cepenuHe ypoka. Y JKaHHbI TOMHBII M yCTaJIblil BUI U IUIAThe
MIOMSITO.

— I'ne BB ObuTN? — cnipammBaeT [lap.

MBoHHA KpacHeeT U MOJTYMT.

— MBslI rynsamm, — ropopur sKaHHa.

— Xoporo. Bel octaneTech Ha 4ac 1ocie 3aHsITHIA.

WBonHa cagutcs Ha cBoe MecTo psiioM ¢ JIIoKo#:

— 3TO Thl, APsIHB, JIOHECTA.

Jlioka mpe3puTenbHO NOKMUMAET TIeYaMHu.

— Ilocne ypoka, — TOBOpPUT OHa, IOKa3bIBasl KYJaK.

3BoHOK. Bce BckakuBaioT ¢ MecT. [TapThl ITyMHO XJI0MAIOT.

— T'ocniona, — kpruut Jlioka, cTost Ha cKaMmelike, — 51 BbI3biBalo VIBOHHY Ha OOKC.

— IIpunumaro, — piermaruyno kuBaetr MBoHHa. — HampacHO TOJIBKO CBSA3BIBACIIBCS CO MHOM.
51 Tebs B KOTIIETY. ..

Bce cranoBsTcst Kpyrom. Beioupaiot kiopu. Bopiisl CHUMAIOT NepeTHIKY, 3aKaThIBAIOT PyKaBa.
JIioka nepBast BXOOUT B KPyT.

— Yemnmon Poccuu, — npencrasiser apoutp JKaHHa.

JIioka knansercs.

— YemrnnoHn ®panuuu. — IBOHHA TOXE KJIaHAETCH.

Boprpl nopatoT apyr apyry pyku. ITyGnuka xionaet v BOJTHYeTCsI.

— VIBOHHA Ha MATh KUJIO TSKEJEH.

— Ho Jloka noByei.

— BoHHa cuiibHel. S 3a VIBoHHy. CTaBmio OMH MPOTUB MATH.

— 4 3a Jloky.

— IIpourpaems. 1IBoHHa. ..

— Hauunaiire.

Jlioka 3axmypuBaeTcs W, pa3MaxuBasl KyJakamMM KakK BeTpsiHash MEJIbHMLA, KUAaeTcs Ha
NBonny. IBoHHA ynapser ee B rpyab. JIIoka ¢ TpyaoM yaepKUBaeTcs Ha HOrax.

— bpaBo, IBoHHa, Tak ee, Tak.

Jlioka cHoBa Opocaercs Ha MBoHHy. OHa He uyyBcTBYeT ygapoB. OHa HUYEro He CJIBIIIMT,
HUYEro He BUIUT. TOJBKO OHO — MOOETUTh.

NBonHa orcrymaer. OHa Tskeso JbIIUT U yke ycrana. [1aza y Hee ucnyranssie. Jlioka mpo-
JOJIKAeT HACTYMaTh.

— Hepxwuck, IBoHHa. bpago, Jlioka, Tak, eie, eme. bpaso, JIoka.

Ha MunyTYy GOpIIBI CHETUISIIOTCSI.

— [Mapanaercs, — BckpukuBaet Jloka.

Caucrt. [lonoit, gonoir iBonHy. [To3op. Jlioka HacTynaer, U3 ee pacuapanaHHON IEKU TeueT
KPOBb.

— BpaBo, 6paso, Jloka!

MBoHHa y:ke TOIBKO yBEpPThIBAaETCA OT YIApOB, 3alMIIAaeT pykaMmu uio. OHa orysabBaeTcs —
HeJb3s JiK yapath. Ho myOnmiKa CTOUT CIUIONTHBIM KOJIBIIOM, TUIEYOM K TUIeuy.

— Bpemb, He yiigens! — yxe no-pyccku Kkpuuut Jloka.

— JloBosbHO, — BAPYT BeximnbiBaeT MIBoHHA. — S Gonbliie He MOoTy.

— IpusHaens 1 cedst moOeKJeHHOM ?

— ITpusnato, — BexumneiBaeT MBoHHa.

7KaHHa 3BOHUT B KOJIOKOJIBYHK.

— Yemmnmon Poccun, B onuH payH. ..
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Bopiisl CHOBa MOXUMAIOT APYT APYry pyKy. [TyOmuka kadaet JIoky.

— Tume, Tuiie, yponute, yobete ee.

Jlioka, He coBceM ernie Mpuas B cedsi, CMOTPUT KPYTOM CUaCTJIMBBIMH, OIIAJICBIIMMU IJIa3aMu:
— Bor Bunure, nmodenuia.

CHoBa arutofucMeHThl. KTo-To MpoMbIBaeT ee paciaparnaHHylo MIeKy.

Kro-10 TONKAaeT ee:

— 4] Ha TeGe mecaTh ppaHKOB clienana. 3aBTpa MUPOKHBIMU YTOIIAO.

Jlioka Bo3BpalaeTcsi JOMOM cyacTivBas ¥ ropfas. JleBoe miedo HOET, ¥ Ha IIeKe LapanuHa.
Ho 10 mycrsaku. bByner ee nomuuts IBOHHA. A Tpoxokue criemar MUMO, TOJIKAKOT €€, U HUKTO He
3HAET, 4TO OHA nodeania.

Vike TemHo. PoHapy 3ax:KeHbl. Bo31yX X0oAHBIN U BiaxHbIA. Jlloka npoxoaut ckBo3b Tpo-
KaJepo, Ha MUHYTY OCTaHABJIMBAETCs, CMOTPUT ¢ JiecTHHIIbI Ha [lapmxk. DiicpeneBa OarrHs TaeT B
6eloM TymaHe, BHU3Y TI0]] BBICOKMM IPOJIETOM OTHH M AepeBbsi MapcoBa noist. Jlioka cryckaercs
10 JIECTHUIIE, MEJUIEHHO UAET MUMO YyTYHHOTO HOCOPOTa, MUMO ITyCTOTO I[BETHHKA C HEOBIOIIUMHU
(ponTanamu.

Omna HarubaeTcs1, MOJHUMAET C 3eMJIU Oypbiii CMOPIIIEHHBIH JIUCT, KJIAJET €ro Ha JIaJ0Hb. JIuct
cnado mypumr. «Kak 3amucka, — mymaet Jlioka. — 3armmcka. Otkyna? C Heb6a?..»

Tosbie nepeBbs TPEBOKHO LIYMSAT Haj T0J10BOo. CKBO3b TOHKME BETKU OTHU (POHApEN KaxyTCs
3Be3naMu. OT BIQKHON YePHOM 3eMJIH CJIaIKO M1 0OMOPOYHO MaxHeT TieHreM. 1 Bapyr nopbiB BeTpa
Y MEX]y JIepeBbsSIMU YEPHBIE OTPOMHbBIE KPBUIbSI.

— Aspau. ..

Ho yxe nuuero Her. Tonpko Beuep. Tonbko poHApy U LIyplIallie BETKU.

Jlioka uaer gasblile, UCIyraHHas, cMylieHHas. Yto 1o Obwio?.. Het, Huuero He Obuio. Ho
pasBe oHa ere moMHUT? He coBcem 3a0buia?..

Jlioke rpycTHO, M Kak oHa ycrasa. OHa ene nepeasuraet Horu. Bor Hakonen ux ynuna. Ilon
(bonapem nepes cambIM MOIBE3AOM CTOMT KTO-TO. OHAa BUIMT €ro CMHee Majibro, ero uuismy. OH
CTOUT CIIMHOM K HeW — BepHO, kJeT. Ho kakoe et neno? Cepaue elie TpernemeT oT yMa YepHbIX
KpbUTbeB. YTo 310 ObUTO?.. Heyxkenu ormsath A3pani?

— 3npaBcTByiite, Jloka.

Jlioka KJ1ageT XoJMogHyI0 PyKy B ero JagoHb. «HeT, 3To TOJIbKO KakeTcs, — yCOKanuBaeT OHa
ce0s1. — ToNbKO Kaxkercs. ..»

U Bce-Taku OHa rOBOPHT:

— 3npasctByiite, Apcennii Hukonaesuu. . .

— Kak nmoxuBaere, Jlioka?

— Xoporo, criacu6o. .. — Jlydie npucaoHuThes K poHapio, YTOOB! HE YIacThb.

Ona HesICHO BUAMT ero Juio. M ronoc ero J0HOCUTCSt OyATO M3ANH. .. DTO OT TyMaHa. ITo
OT BOJIHEHHUSI.

— Kakas Bbl OrieiHast. Bol Obut 60TBHBIL?..

— Her...

— Kak noxusaer Exatepuna JIbBoBHa? Bepa AnekceeBHa?

— Bepa Bbinuia 3amyx. Ona B Hune.

— Ckopo mnipuenieT? — OTPBIBUCTO CIIPAITUBAET OH.

— Ha Oynymeii Henene. OHa Buepa npuciiaa 1BeTHI.

OH cHUMaeT NUIAIY:

— Hy, Bcero xopormtero, Jlioka. Knansiitech Bepe Anekceesne. He 3a0ynere?

— Her.

— A BBl OosbInias ctasii. Muoro yuutech? Tak He 3a0yapTe iepenats npuBeT Bepe AniekceeBHe.
o cBUIaHbs.
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OH 6bIcTpo yxoauT. JIIoKa pacTepssHHO CMOTPUT €My BCJIE].

«Heyxenm 3to Ha camoM fiesie ObuT OH? YiuIa mycra, 1 1axe MpeacTaBuTh cebe Hellb3s1, 9TO OH
TOJIBKO YTO CTOSUT 3[1€Ch 110J] (POHAPEM M FTOBOPHII C HEH. ..» JII0Ka TUXO BXOAUT B JJOM, NOAHUMAETCS
110 JIECTHHILIE U B TIPUXO’KEN OpocaeTcs Ha IIel0 MaTepu:

— Mawma, mama. .. — U Henb3s1 MOHATH, BCXJIMIIBIBAET OHA WJIA CMEETCS.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa OTCTpaHseT ee OT ceds:

— Jla ckaxeIib JI Thl HAKOHEI, YTO C TOOOH ? — M BUJMT AJIMHHYIO KpacHyIo laparnuny Ha JIioku-
HOM ILIEKE.

— T'ocriogu, Thl ynana?

— Her, ner, g panena, — yxe rpomko xoxoueT Jlioka. — $1 nqpanack ¢ IBOHHOI, 1 s moOeaua.

Jlioka co Bcex HOT OeKHUT B CTOJIOBYIO.

— Kak He CTBIIHO Jparhes. ..

— A mobenuna, — kpuaut Jloka, — modenuna. [Togymaii, OHa Ha MATH KUJIO TsKeJIeH, a s mooe-
auja.

Ot BO30y:keHus Jlioka He MOXKET YCTOATh Ha MecTe M Oeraer U3 KOMHAThl B KOMHATY, OIJTy-
IIUTEJIBHO XJIONAasl JBEPbMH.

— Jloka, nepecranb. Y MeHs rojioBa pa300auTcs.

Ho Jlioke HeoOX0aMMO Kak MOXKHO OOJIbIIe IIyMa, TPOXOTa U Kprka. OHa JIOKUTCS Ha CITUHY
Ha MBaH, B3MaXMBaeT HOrAMH U, MIEPEKyBBIPHYBIINCH Yepe3 cedsl, MagaeT Ha MOl

— JIoka, cymaciemas. CriuHy cjiomaelib.

Ho JIoka yxe npeiraer co cryJa Ha CTyJl.

— He memmaii, mama. 4 He mory, He Mory uHade. 51 Obl XoTena, kak YarumH B «Jla proe BIp JI-
op»*, yX U3 BCEX MOMYIIEK BBITYCTUTh M BOKPYT MAJIKK Ha MOTOJIKE KPYTUThCS. AX, Mama. . .

Jlioka Gexut K cede. MUHYT MSTh CIIBIIIHO, KaK OHa IIymMuT Tam. [IoTom Bce cTuxaer. ..

Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa Hakpsbia Ha cToil. [IprHecia U3 KyXHU MHUCKY C CYTIOM.

— JIoka, uau ooenars.

Ho Jlioka He oTBeTMsIa, OHA Aaxe He cibimaina. OHa cujena Ha KPOBaTH, KPEnKo 0OXBaTHB
KOJIEHH, U IJIsi/ieNia B yrojl, 6eCCMBICTIEHHO U OakKeHHO ybIOasich. JKenTsiil Kpyr oT (poHapsi Ha Tpo-
Tyape. Apcenuii. Ha Hem ObIJIO cHHEe MayibTo M cepast nuisna. To OHa XOpoIo 3ameTia. M BopoT-
HUK TomHAT. «Kakas BbI cTanu OoJbIasi», — CKa3asl OH U yIbIOHY/Ics. A manka?.. beuia manka? Ona
Hamopiia Jiod. [la, manka KamellioBasi Bucesia Ha pyke. M mepuatku cepole. U Bosocsl Orectenu,
KOI'/1a OH CHSUI IILJISITY.

— JIoka, 4grto xe Te1? nn 0denars.

— Ceituac. [lopgoxau. { rotoBmmo ypoku.

Ona cHoBa nonpodoBaia cebe npeacTaButh Apcenusi. Ho temepb BMeCTo HEro oHa BHesa
ce0s1. PactpenanHasi, Ha IeKe 1aparnuHa, B crapoM oepete — ypon. U pyku B yepHuie. A 4to Tyiu
y Hee Ha OeJIof TIoMeTKe, OH BpsiJl JU U 3amMeTi1. Beapb Obl1o TemHO. U OHa Tak miiyrno aepikanach,
HUYEro He cymesia cka3aTh. TOJIbKO «da» U «HeT». Kak mryxoHemasi. CJI0BO «IJTyxOHeMasi» MoKasa-
JIOCh CaMbIM YHU3UTEJIbHBIM U TOIXOAAIINM.

— Kak rimyxoHemasi, — co 310001 MOBTOpHMJIa OHA, TIOJOIILIA K 3epKaly U MoKazania cede s3bIK. —
¥V, HecyacTHBIN YpOLI. . .

— JIoKa, CyIt OCTBHIHET.

— Uny, uny. He nams naxke 3agauu peminTh.

Jlioka cena 3a croi, pasioxuia caaperky Ha KOJIeHsIX.

— U 410 32 BBIyMKA JIeBOYKaM JIpaTbcsi? Y HAC B MUHCTUTYTE. ..

— Bbl ObUIM KYKJTBI LIEJIKOBBIE B TBOEM MHCTHUTYTE.

— JleBoukam cTbIIHO Aparbes. M kak BB gepetech? Pacckaxu.

* «La ruée vers l'or» (. ¢p.) — «3050Tas TUXOPAAKA».
54



M. B. Onoesuesa. «Enucerickue Ioss»

JIioka nozxana reyamu:

— Heunrepecho.

— Pa3Be MHe MOXeT ObITh HEMHTEPECHO ?

— IIpocto mepemcs KynakaMu, OOKCHpYeM, cTapaeMcst IpyT Opyry B 3yObl MOOOTBHEN 3aeXaTh.
Wnu nox j10:xeuKy, XOTs 3TO U 3alIPELIEHO.

— T'ocnony, Jlioka. Heyxenu ceppe3Ho? Kak nbsiHble M3BO3UYMKH.

Jlioka onATe noxasna riedyamu:

— 51 e roBopmia, uto Tebe HemHTepecHo. Trl He criopTuBHA. He moHnmaenis. . .

INocne o6ena Jlioka cHoBa B cBoeit kKomHaTe. Hasto Bce BCHOMHUTD, BCe TIOIPOOHO.

Jlioka B3ApIXaeT, NPUKUMAET PyKU K TPyAM M BUAMT... [la, NeACTBUTENbHO BUIUT ApCEHUSI.
Kaxnyio pecHuily, Kax/1ylo TOUKy Ha JIMLIE, KaKAbli 0B Ha 1ajabTo. OH CTOUT B YIJIy M CMOTPUT Ha
Hee OJIeCTAINIMMU pacCesTHHBIMU IJ1a3aMU, U JKEJITBIN CBEeT (DOHAps MajaeT Ha ero cepylo HUIAIY. ..

3

YTpom npunuio nuceMo.

Bepa nucana: «Bcrpevaiite B ueTBepr 6e3 ueTBepTH OOMHHAIIATE. S y’KacHO paga BEpHYThCS
B [lapisk, MaMouKa, ¥ 4TO ME/IOBBIN MECSI] KOHUMJICS. AX, 3TOT MeI».

Yer1Bepr — 3HaUUT 3aBTpA.

— JIoka, Jloka, — kpuunt Exarepuna JIbBOBHA, — 3aBTpa yTPOM. ..

Jlioka BOEraeT B CTOJIOBYIO.

— Bepouka npueskaer, — ¢ TpyaoM JokaHuuBaeT Exarepuna JIbBOBHA, U clie3bl TEKYT 1O €€
IeKaM. .. — 3aBTpa YTPOM...

— Mawma, yero TeI? Mama.

— Ax, Jloka, — BcxynbiBaetT Exarepuna JIbBOBHA, — ThI He 3Haelb. MHe Tak Tsokeno Oe3
Bepsl. — Ona nputsarusaer k cede Jlioky. — TonbKo Tl MeHs1, MOsI MaJIeHbKasl, 1 yTemmana. be3 teos
s1 6b1 He Moruia. Criacu6o Tede.

— Her, mama. He Hano... — JItoka npsyeT KpacHOe OT CThI/IA JIMIIO HA TPy MaTepu. YTelle-
Hue?.. XopoIro oT Hee yTeieHue. Jloma Kak uyxast. MOJIUYHT, ¥ JIHEM ¥ HOUbI0 00 ApCceHUH TyMaer. . .
Heuero ckazars, yremenue. beqnas mama.

JIioka Toke miader, npuxuMasch K Marepu. Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa LiesTyeT €€ MOKPYIO LLEKY:

— HoGpast Most neBouka. Kakas s1 cuacTivBasi, y MeHsl TAK¥e MIJIbIE I0UYEpH. . .

[ectp wacoB. CoBceM uepHO, OyATO HOUb. JIIOKa COHHO MOTATUBACTCS. DIEKTPUUECTBO HETIPH-
SITHO KEJITEET MO/ IOTOJIKOM.

— Hagenr HOBOE miiatee, JIoka.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa ¢ 6eCIOKOMCTBOM ocMarpuBaet cebs B 3epkajie. Xoporo v Tak ? [Tonpa-
BuTcs 1 Bepe? He Ob110 ObI € cThIIHO 3a HUX ¢ JIIoKOi. [IpHKOIOTh BETOK K MaIbTO?..

— Mawma, ckopo Th1? {1 rotoBa.

Exareprna JIbBOBHa IOBOpauMBaeTCA:

— OnsAts THI 32 CBOM cTapbiid Oeper. CHUMU ceitvac ke. Ero 1aBHO BEIOPOCUTD Mopa. A TiepyaTku
rae?

— 41 He HoOMIYy.

— Her, yx noxainyiicra. Bot, Bo3bM1 MOM.

Jlioka HEeJIOBKO HATATUBAET OeJible 3aMIIIeBble TIePUaTKU:

— Takue yucrtble. 1 ux 3amaxy.

— Hoxarsaau uynku. Mapd crpsiup BoBHYTph. Heuero Punanbno Punansaunm n3oOpaxars.
Benp THI — geBoUKa.

Hakonern BeiOpasucek. Hago eme 3aexats k Bepe Ha KBapTupy, Bce Ji TaM OlaronoyqHo.
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3acnaHHasi TOpHUYHAS OTKpbIBAaeT ABepb. [Iprxoxkas MpocTopHasi, M BCE TaK HAPSIIHO U HOBO.
He 10 utO y HuX. JlIoKa XOIUT U3 KOMHAThl B KOMHATY, TPOTaeT BELIH, IPUCAKUBAETCS Ha CTYJIbs.
Bor Obl 1 eii Tak kuTb. BOT ObI U €l Tak KUTb C ApCEHUEM. ..

Exarepuna JIbBOBHa BOIHYeTCH:

— 41 3aka3ana Ha 3aBTpak Kypuily. Bepouka, HaBepHoOe, mporosionaercsi ¢ foporu. IlepecraBb
(brasik1 Ha HOYHOM CTOJIMK J1a CMOTPH He pa3del Ba3y. A Ha clafikoe B3OUThIE CJIMBKHU C KallITAHAMH.
Kaxk Tb1 mymaeninb?

Ha Bok3an npuexanu pano. Ekareprna JIbBOBHa HETEPNEIMBO IAraeT MO MEPPOHY.

— Jlioka, He mprXxuMaii 1IBeToB, oMHelb. U ceituac xe otnaii Bepe. He 3a0yap. D10 Ha cya-
CTbeE.

Hakonery moe3n. Bepa BbIXOOUT W3 BaroHa y/ablOaomasicsi U HapsigHasi.

— Bor, BOT 0oHa, — kpuuuT JlIoKa 1 OEKUT K cecTpe.

Bepa yxe yBunena ux u, HemHoro orcrpanuB JIioky, OpicTpo uzet k Exarepune JIbBoBHe:

— Mamouka.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa 00XBaThiBaeT BepuHy 1€l U ¢ MOUYTH CTPaJabuecKor HeKHOCTHIO MpH-
Kumaetcst rydamu K BepuHoii 1meke. BeprHbl TMHHbBIE PECHUIIBI APOKAT.

Jlioka cmotput Ha cectpy. Kak 3aroBoputh ¢ Heli? Kak 3aroBopuTh C 3TOM KPacuBOM 4UyKON
namoii?.. [Ipexne Bcero oTaarh BETHI. ..

Ho Bepa, ocraBus Exarepuny JIbBOBHY, HOPBIBUCTO ITOBOPAUYMBAETCS K CECTPE:

— Jloka, — ¥ Tpu pa3a Kak-To 0COOSHHO KaIHO M KPerKo 1enyeT JIIoKy B ryObl.

— Hy naBaii, nasait isetsl. Ciacu6o. Kakas mwas. — OHa nprcTaabHO CMOTPUT Ha JIIOKY U
cmeercst. — [la Tol uTo KpacHeerb? 3abbuia MeHs? OTBbIKIA? A s 10 TeOe CKy4JaJa, IBIIUICHOK. . .

3noposarkcsi ¢ Braaumupom ViBaHoBHYeM Mpoiile.

— 3npasctByiite, Bonons.

— A BHI e11e BHITsAHYIUCK, JIloka. CKOpo BhIllie MeHs Oyzere. ..

Howmoii, k Bepe, exanu B Takcu. JIioka cujenia HApOTUB CeCTPhI U OJIM3KO CMOTpesia el B JIUIIO.
«3menmnacek. Her, Takag xe. TonpKo elie HEMHOTO OECIIOKOMHEE. . . »

— A GanHaHOB Ha najbMax HeT, JIioka, — OpicTpo roBopwiia Bepa, Onects ceppimu razamu. — U
najbMbl OOOpBaHHbBIE. YKacHO HajoenaloT. Ml coBceM Tam yxe He Tak 4ynHO. Mope Kak cuHbKa. U
CKYYHO, FOpa3[o CKy4YHee, YeM 3/IECh.

Jloma, CHSIB aJIbTO, CHOBA JIOJTO LIEJIOBAJIUCH, U JIIOKa, yXke He CTeCHSSCh, Belllalach Ha ILel0
cecTpe.

ITorom Bepa 3anepiack B BaHHO# ¢ EkarepuHoit JIbBOBHOM M 1enTanach ¢ HEl Tam.

Jlioka HampacHO BOzMIIa yXOM B3aJ1 U BIIEpes [0 IBEPHU, BBIMCKUBAS, I71€ MOCIBIIIHEE, HUYETO
HEJb3s1 OBUIO Pa300paTh 3a MTyMOM BOIBI.

3aBTpakaM BECeo.

— Bepouka, y Tebs ycranblii Buj1, — 6ecriokonsicst Bnagumup MiBaHOBHMY, — ThI OBl IIpHJIETIIA.

Bepa noxana nnevamu:

— Jloxwucek cam, ecnu ycrad.

— Ho Tl utoxo cniaia B noesue. A gymai. ..

— CymkoM MHOTO Thl lyMaellb. . .

Bepa roBopuiia ¢ MyxeM pe3Ko M HEJOBOJBbHO, COBCEM Kak C JIIOKOH KOrja-To, HO Terepb,
MOBOPAYMBAsICh K CECTPE, OHA JIACKOBO YIIbIOATIACh.

— Hy xak, Jlioka? Iloiinem yeMonaH pacrakoBbIBaTh. MoXeT ObITh, U IS TeOsI TaM YTO-HUOY/Ib
Haiijercs.

Jlioka nonsina. Bpemena nepemenusuce. Terniephb Ha ee, JIOKMHOM, yiuIle Mpa3IHUK.

Lenbiit IeHb TPOBENIM BMECTE, KaK-TO OCOOEHHO HEKHO, MOUYTH BITIOOJIEHHO.

«A TbI cYACTIMBA?» — XOTeJa CIIPOCUTh JIIoKa, HO «CYacT/IMBa» MOKA3aJI0Ch HEMOAXOISLIIM.

— A TbI IOBOJIbHA? — CIIPOCKJIA OHA.
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Bepa paccessHHO KMBHYJIA:

— KoneuHno, koHe4Ho. ..

Ho Jloka yxe axana HaJl oJapKkaMu:

— 310 Bce MHe? U kKoHeTHI, U uy/KH, u cyMKa?.. Y Tebe He kanko?..

JloMoii coOpasich TIO3/IHO U B MPUXOXKEH JOJITO OrOPUEHHO MPOIIAIUCh, KaK Tiepe] ATUHHOMI
pas3IyKoil.

— Tel 3aBTpa npuzenis k Ham, Bepouka?

— [a, nenpemenHo. 1 Bce-Taku 3a4em Bbl yxonute? 3Haennb uto, mama? OctaBb MHe JIIOKY 10
3aBTpa. Benp Tl He Oyaentb OOATHCS criath OHa?

— Bostbes? — yauBwiiach Exatepuna JIbBoBHa. — Ho Benp eit Hafo B nuiieid. OHa U Tak CeroiHst
HE XOIuIa.

— W 3aBTpa He MOWJET, BeIMKa BaXKHOCTD. .. XOUelllb y MeHsI ocTathcs, Jloka?

— Eme 0wl ..

— Hy xoporo. ITycte ocraercs.

Jlioka BOMYKOM 3akpykwiach Mo npuxoxeil. Baagumup VBanoBuu 3anep 3a Exarepunoit
JIbBOBHOM 1BEPS.

— I'me xe Jloka OyneT cnath?

— Kak rne? Co MHO¥ B criajibHe.

-Aa?

— A TbI B KaOMHETE Ha JUBAHE.

Bnagumup MIBaHOBUY HUYETO HE BO3PA3UIL.

— Hy, JlIroka, ugem ckopee. I ymupaio ot yCTajoCTH. ..

JIunoBoe onesino oTkuHyTO. [IpOCTHIHM M HABOJIOUKU C KPYKEBOM U Ha CTOJIMKE (PUAJIKH.

Bepa cHumaer miatse.

— Her, HeT, o3Boub, 51 TeOs pa3aeHy, Bepa.

JIoka cagurcs Ha KoBep.

— Haii Hory. Tydmu cHumMy. — Y BApYT yAMBIEHHO MOAHUMAET TojIoBy. — Yto 310? [louemy He
MaxHeT Jxyxamu?

— Tak, — orBeuyaer Bepa.

— Onsath «Tak». Y gymmibest Tel Tak U He gymuinibes Tak. Otuero?

— OrToro, uro... He3zauem.

Jlioka mMpoKo OTKpbIBAET IJ1a3a:

— Hy na. Hezauem.

Jlioka yxe crsanyna BepuHsl qyiaku.

— He nonumaro. ..

— He nmonumaenis? — Bepa cuaut Ha KpoBartu, Oonrtasi 6ocbiMu Horamu. — He 11st Koro.

— Kak tak? MHe Ka3ajioch, 4TO KOTJa 3aMyXkeM. . .

— Mauio nm uto Tebe Kazaioch. ..

Jloka Tpertcs mekoit 0 BepuHo riagkoe KoJeHo:

— 41 tak mo6mo, korga Te HaxymieHa. [logymmuce. Hy, mist MeHs, nmoxanyiicra.

Bepa, cmesich, BcTaet u, mpuaepxkuBas pyOaliky Ha rpyau, MOIXOAUT K TyaJleTy.

— Ckaxwure, kakas TpeboBarebHass. MoxkeT ObITh, ¥ I'yObl IPUKaXKeTe HaMa3aTh?

— U ry0pl HaMaxb, YTOOBI COBCEM XOPOIIIEHbKast. AX, KaKasi Thl IPEJIeCTb.

Jlioka ¢ pa3zmaxy KuaaeTcsi B KpoBaTh, HATATUBAET JIMJIOBOE OIESIO.

Kakas mmpokas KpoBaTb, Xo01Has, maakas. Y Bopyr Ha MMHYTY OIyILIEHHe TOH HOYHU, KOra
B TMIepBbIi pa3 npuiietas Aspawi. Ta ke TpeBora u JISTKOCTb B KPOBHU U JJake Kak OyATO OISITh BKYC
JIyHHOTO CBETa Ha KOHUMKE SI3bIKa.

JI1oka BHITATMBaeTCA:

— Kak xopouto... Bepa...
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B nBepp TMXO mocTyvanu.

— Yo Takoe emie?

Bepa HenoBosibHO nonwia nocMoTpets. B kopugope crost Bnagumup MBaHoBUY B ukame.
— Yro 1ede, Bonona?

— Bepouka, MHe HaJ10 ¢ TOOOW TIOTOBOPHTH.

— Hy uro Takoe? 3aBTpa ckakellb.

— Ilocnymaii, Begp 9TO nepBasi HOUb B HAllEW KBapTUpeE.

— AX, ocrtaBs. Yro 3a rynoctu? U He Bce JIn paBHoO. ..

— Xoporo, xopoio. He cepnuch, Bepouka. CriokoitHO# HOUH.

Bepa 3akpeiia aBeps. Jlioka u3 KpoBaTu NpOTSAHYNA K HEHW PyKU:

— Ckopo 1 Tei? MHE XOJIOMHO OTHOM.

Bepa npunoaHsiia onessno u Jersa psaaoM ¢ CECTPOil:

— Hy Bor. Ty, Jloka.

— Her. IMogoxu. 1 xouy Ha TeOs1 mocMoTpeTh. [1010%M TOJIOBY Ha MOAYIIKY. 3aKpOU Ii1a3a.

Bor Tak.

Bepa paccmesinace:

— Ax, Jloka. Pacniyctuiia 51 Te0s1, Ha cBoto Oeny. Hy, Harnsnenacs? Tymu.

Jlioka B TeMHOTe npuskayiach K BepuHoMy TerioMy AylIMCTOMY ILJIevy:

— Kak xopomio, 4To Tl BEpHYJIach.

Bepa kpenko oOHsia ee:

— Marnenbkas mos Jlioka... Kakast xygenbkas. Omau peOpbiku. L[pITIeHOK MOT.

JIoka B3aparuBania:

— Kak xopomio. .. Kak XOpo1lo...

— Cnymai, — BAPYTr TMXO HaJ| caMbIiM yxoM 3aientaina Bepa. — Ckaxu... Ckaxu, Tl HUKOTO

He Buaena’..

JIIoKKMHO cepatie 3acTyyvaio.

— Bugzena... — mpouienrana oHa.

— Koro?.. — nouru ucrnyrano crpocusa Bepa.

— Apcenusa Hukonaesnya.

Crano cocem tuxo. Hy na. Hanpacho Jlioka ckazana. Bepe neunrepecHo. Bepa 3acnyna. Ho

Bepa npunsunynach ere onmxke.

— I'ne o1 ero Bugena? Yro oH roopui?..
— Oxkono Hatero foMa. Ha npouutoit Hezpene. OH cripocuii, CKOpo JiM Thl nipueaenis. [Ipocuin

KJIQHATBCA.

— Bosnbiiie Huyero?

— bosnbliie HUYero. ..

N onsAth THXO. ..

— Hy cru.... JIoBonbHO OonTatsk, CIiy.

Jlioka 3axxmypuiacek. He Hamo Obu10 ipo Apcenust. Ha Bepy Tonbko coH HarHaio. A ObUIO Tak

xopoio... OHa B3/10XHYJIa.

— He coinmn, JIoka?..

— He crumo.

— JIro6umis meHs, JTioka?

— Jlo6mo.

— Bonebiie Becero Ha ceete?

JIoka nmogymasia HemHoro. Hajgo yecTtHo.

— Ilourwu. .. — Borbilie Bcero Ha CBeTe OHa JTIOOUT ApCeHHs.
— A 151, Bepa?

— N 4... nourw...
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Bepa oTkpbuia cCOHHBIE 71432 U yBHENA riepes codou auio Apcenusi. Ero uepHble riasa cMoT-
penu npsimo Ha HuX. Ho Bepa He Morna pa3zoopath Ha koro. Ha Hee wim Ha JIoKy.
— Borblrie Bcero Ha cBeTe OO0 TeOs1, — MPOIIeNTaia OHa eMY, 3achImasl.

4

JKuts craio oueHs Becesio. [IeHer ObL10 MHOTO, a K BecHe Bepa obermana Benocuries. Jloka v He
AaymaJa, uyTo ObIBaeT Takasi MpUsITHas, Jlerkas ku3Hb. M Bepa Becenasi, ¢ KaxIbpIM JIHEM BCE Beceree.

Tak npomen mecsiil. JIIoka TOJIBKO He OUeHb BeprJIa, HeYXKeJlM TaK MOXKET ObITh JAOJIT0, BCEr/a.
W TpeBoXHO kaaja 4ero-To, 4ero-To, 4To BCE CJIOMAET, UCKOBEPKAET, OT YEro CTAHET ElIE XYXKE, YeEM
npesxie. Ho ycrokamBana ce0si: «A BAPYT sl HAIPACHO OO0I0Ch?..»

Ho okazasioch, He HarpacHoO. ITO «UTO-TO» BCE-TAaKU HAYAJIOCh, U HAYAJIOCh OHO TaK.

Jloka Bo3Bpalaiach U3 Juliesi B (PeBpajibCKUil BETPEHbIN JIeHb. BbLIo elre X0I0qHO, HO BETep
OyJ7 yXe Mo-BeceHHeMy HexxHo. Jlioka memieHHo 1uia u yibioanack. Kak xopomo. Hebo serkoe,
BeceHHee. U 3emuid Jierkas, U HOTM JIETKME, U JbIIIATh JIETKO. Bee Takoe serkoe-jerkoe. Tosmbko
KaKETCsl TSKEJIbIM, TOJIBKO KajKeTCsl HEMOABUKHBIM, a Ha CaMOM JieJie BCe JIETUT U 3BeHUT. Jlioka
CKJIOHSIET TOJIOBY U CIIyILIAET TUXUH 3BOH TPAMBaeB, BETPA, U TOJIOCOB, M TUXMI 3BOH Cepla B IPy/Iu.
Kak xopomo...

Buepa Jlioka Boguia 7KanHy 3a cBo¥ cyeT B IIUpK. Terepb oHa Oorartasi, MoxkeT. JKaHHa 1axe
HEMHOTO 3aMCKUBAET Nepe]l Heu.

Jlioka Bxogut B puxoxkyio: «Mama!» Ho orBera HeT. B cTosoBoil Ha crose 3anucka: «5'y Bepsi.
ITpuxomm tyma». 1 ommuHo. Jloka yxe Tpu IHA HE BHJENA cecTpbl. Bepa Bce e3auT Kyna-To, ee
HUKOr/1a He noiMaeib. Otmyno. Y obepath y HUX BKYCHO, HE TO UTO JIOMa.

Jlioka GpocaeTt mopTdelb ¢ KHUraMu Ha TI0J U BIPUIIPBIKKY cOEraeT Mo JIECTHULIE.

VY Bepbl Ha 3BOHOK OTKpbIBaeT ropHuuHas. W yxke cpa3dy B Npuxoxkell 4yBCTBYETCSI UTO-TO
crpanHoe. Kakad-To TpeBora.

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

YV ropHMYHON KCIyraHHbIE IJ1a3a.

— 41 ne 3Hat0. Kaxercs, Magam He310poBa.

Brnagumup cuanT Ha quBaHe B KaOWHETe.

— 3npascrByiite, Jlioka. [Tocunute co mHoi. Her, k Bepe Hemnb3s.

— [Mouemy?..

Ho BnagumMup cMOTpHT Ha KOBEp U, JOJKHO OBITh, Jake He CIBIIUT JIIOKUHOTO BOIpOca.

Jlioka cagutcsl Ha TUBaH, BBITATUBAET HOIU B XKENTHIX TY(IIAX.

Heuero cka3zats, Beceno. M mouemy Henb3s Kk Bepe? YV Bnagumupa paccrpoeHHoe, OneiHoe
JIMLIO.

— Hy, kak B suuiee, Jlioka, BeI3bIBaIN?

— Ma, no anreOpe. . .

N3-3a 3akpeiToii ABepu cibiiieH roioc Ekarepunbl JIbBOBHBI:

— Ycnokorics, yCIoKoWcs, ellie HU4ero He U3BEeCTHO.

U BcxnunbiBaHbe.

— Ilouemy Bepa muiauer?

Bragumup MBaHOBMY NTOJHUMAET I'OJIOBY:

— Hy tak kak, BbI3bIBaIN?

— Ilo anrebpe. ..

U 3a aBepebio:

— Tel Xxuny npuHUMana?

— Jla, ma. He momoraer.

BexnunbiBaHue CUITBHEE.
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JIioKa BBITATMBAET LIEIO:

— Bepa 6onbHa?

— IIpocrynunack, JOIKHO OBITh, — I€IAHO PABHOAYIITHO OTBEYAET OH.

U cHoBa 3a nBephio:

— 41 He xouy, He xouy. A nydie ympy.

— Ho Bepouka. Eciin naxe... Begp 310 cOBCeM He OIacHO.

— Her, s He xouy, He X04uy. DTO OTBpATUTENILHO, Oe300pa3Ho. S nyuie ympy.

C MuHYTY THXO, ¥ BOPYT BepuH rosoc, ajioOHbIN 1 BHICOKUIA:

—T'ocnionu, 3a yto?..

Jlioka 9yBCTBYyeT, Kak cyie3bl IeKouyT B Hocy. [louemy ee He myckaiot kK Bepe? Ona Obl yTe-

W71, pa3BieKJIa, paccKkasana Obl PO BUEPAITHUX MOPIKEH.

— Pa3Be oHa 3apaznas?

Bnagumup MIBaHOBUY CMOTPUT Ha HEe:

— Kr0 3apazHas?

— Hy Bepa xe. [Touemy Henb3s Kk Hel?

— He npucragaiite, Jlioka.

B cniasibHe xstonaet mkad.

— Kakoe miatee ngocrars?

— Bcee paBno. Kakoe-HuOymp.

— Ilepcrsnbie uynku HageHb. M mryOy. He mpocTynuck nocie BaHHBI.
[Iym nepensuraemoro cryna.

— Ionynpucs, Bepouka.

— Ocrasp, Bce paBHo. ['ne nuisna? Hy, unem.

[Ilenkaer 3amok. Bepa Bxonut B cTOIOBYI0. [ 71a3a KpacHble, BOJIOCHI BUCAT U3-T10]1 KPUBO HaJle-

TOoM nwIATBL. YTO € HEn?

VY Jloku cepae pa3pbelBaeTCs OT KaJOCTU U HEXKHOCTH.

— Bepouxka!

Ho Bepa ormaxuBaetcs OT Hee U ObICTPO HIET B IPUX0XYHo. JIloka XxBaTaeT ee 3a pykas II1yObl:
— Bepal!

— Ortcranb, — roBopHUT Bepa KOpOTKO M MPUKYCHIBAET I'y0y, YTOOBI HE pacIlaKaThCsl.

— He npucrasait, Jlioka. Buguis, Bepa paccrpoena. — Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa TopornuTes 3a 1o4e-

pbio. — Obenaiite 6e3 Hac, a TIOTOM MMOUEIITh TOMOW.

Bepa yxe Ha nectHune:

— Ckopo 1 Tbl, Mama?

— Ceiiuac, cetuac. ..

JIioka OTKpBIBaET JIBEph B CMAJIBHIO.

[Topel Ha okHe cryineHbl. KpoBath He moctiaHa. Ha koBpe pyOarmika u psiioM yTpeHHHE

Typu. IIlkad otkpeiT. Ha HOuHOM cTonuke Kakue-To mopomiku. Jlioka TSHET BO34yX HOCOM, Kak
neraBas codaka. [TaxHet iionom. HeT, HU4ero noHsTh HeJb3sl.

€CTh.

— JIoka, o0enars.
Jloka caautcs HarpotuB Brnagumupa MBanoBruya. OT BceX 3TUX BOJHEHUM yKACHO XOUE€TCS

Brnaguvup MIBaHOBUY paccestHHO M MOJTYa CMOTPHT Ha OEJTyI0 CKaTepTh.
Jlioka HanuBaeT cebe BUHA.

3a xapkum Bragumup VMiBaHOBMY BCIOMUHAET O HEX.

— Bl HHuero He kyniaere, Jlioka. Tak Henb3s.

— VYry, — oTBevaeT TonbKo JIioka ¢ HAOUTBIM PTOM.

Ho oH, 10/mKxHO OBITh, BCIOMUHAET, YTO €My HaJ0 3aHUMATh ee.

— Hy, kak B nuuee? Bei3biBanu?
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— Y1y, — CHOBa OIHOCJIO}KHO OTBEYAET OHA, IPOJOJIKAS KEBATh.

Pasrosop koHueH.

Jlioka HanmBaeT ceOe TpeTwii crakad BuHa. Kak npustHo ¢ Bononeii. [left ckonbko Xouertb, He
Memaet. M Ha crnagkoe cmBOUHBIN KpeM. Kakapiii Obl JeHb Tak 00e/1aTh.

JIioka Bcraer:

— Crnracu60, Bonozg.

— Tenepp naure 10Moi rOTOBUTH YPOKU. Bo3bMUTE Ha TOpPOT'Y amnebCrH.

— Cnacu6o, Bonons. JIo cBunaHbs. ..

Ha ymunie noxnap, u 3to yousisier Jlioky. JI0MKHO ObITh, OHA CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO BBINUJIA, €CITN
OO0 yauBisiercs. [la, OHa CIMIIKOM MHOTO BBINUJIA, U OTTOTO BCE KPYroM coBceM ocodeHHoe. Ot
KaXJI0ro MpeMeTa B roJIoBe KaKoi-To OTOJIECK, Kak OyATo BTopoe oTpaxkenue. Bot ¢honaps. PoHaphb
Kak (hoHapb, CTOUT ceOe u cKyro cBeTUT. CTapblii, HEMHOTO KpHBO#i 1 00se3mblid. Ho Jlioka Buaut He
ero, a Meury o ¢gonape. PoHapb, Kak ero Brepsble 3agymaiu. HouHoe cosHIle Ha BBICOKOM IIIECTE,
pasrousiioiiee YOUIIl U TEMHOTY, OCJICTTUTEIbHBINA MasiK, TOMOTAIOIIUI YECTHBIM JIIOISIM JOOpaThCs
10 JIOMY T10 YEPHBIM, CTPAIIHBIM J0POTaM.

Bor nonocaras korka BeiOekajia Ha TpOTyap, BCTPETHIIACh C APYTroi YepHOU KOIIKOW, MUHYTY
MIOCTOSIITH PSIIOM, MOpZa K MOp/Ie, ¥ OBICTPO IIMBITHYJIM B OTKPBITYIO IBEph MOJIOUHOM. JIIoKa 3HaeT,
YTO OHM PELWIN: MOIIEM KYIIMM MOJIOKA U J1aBail BECEIUTbCS.

Omna rpomko cmeercsi. Karum 1oxs TekyT o ee Oepery, Mo IeKam, Mo HepOMOKaeMOMY
nasbTo. OHa rTy0sKe 3acOoBBIBAaeT pyKH B KapMaHbl. Ha Tpotyape Orectut siyxa. JIioka crynaer npsmo
B Hee. BpbI3ru JIeTAT BBICOKO Ha KJIeTYaThle YyJIKH, Ha rojible KojieHu. Hy BOT, Tenepb 1 HOrv MOKpbIE.
Teneps Bce B nopsiike. OHa cHoBa cMmeetcsi. VI Bapyr craHoBuTcs rpycTHo. OHa B3apixaeT. Yemy oHa
panyercsa? Yemy cmeercsa? Eii Obl TulakaTh, Takasi OHa HeCYacTHasl, Takas omquHOKas. Eil crparrHo
Kanb ceOst. «bennas Jlioka, OeaHas1, — memyeT OHa, — HUKTO TeOs He JIIOOUT. A Thl CMEEIIIbCS . . . »

«Apcenuil. ..» Beeraa, koraa rpyctHo, Jlloka BCHOMHUHAET O HeM. «ApceHuid. . .» Cepalie Hauu-
HaeT c1abo HBITh, U BO PTY 3HAKOMBII COJIOHOBATHIN BKYC. DTO TOXE BCEraa, KOrjaa rpycTHO.

«Apcenuil...» OHa MeIJIEHHO UJET, OIYCTUB ToJI0BY. Jl0KIb MOmajaeT 3a BOPOTHUK, TEUET
BHU3 110 criiHe. [1ycThb, OT 3TOro elne rpycTHed, eie Oe3HaekHen. Tak rpycTHO, UTO 1ake XOpOIIIO,
U yKe He X04eTcst ObITh BECEJIOM.

«Apcenuil...» U Bce-Taku y Hee eCTh YTO BCIIOMHUTh. DTa BeTpeya... Ele coBceM HeaBHO,
ele AByX MecsiIieB HeT... Benp oHa Obuia, 9Ta BCTpeya. . .

B ToT Beuep oHa 11171 Takasi ke rpyCTHast U HUYero He npeavyBcTBoBasa. M tak ke, kak ceivac,
noaxoauia K gomy. U tam, y Toro ¢oHaps Ha yriy, Tak e, Kak ceiluac, CTosi1 4eJoBeK. TOJbKO Yy
3TOrO 30HTHK, HO BEeJJb 30HTUK OTTOTO, YTO AOXK/b. .. Tak OHa 1uIa, Bce Onvke v Oke, COBCEM Kak
ceituac. OHa OCTaHABJIMBAETCS, KOJIEHU HAYMHAIOT IPOXkaTh. A €CJIM 3TO OH, TaM 1ofl (poHapem?.. A
€CJIM 3TO OH W XkJieT ee? Banop, ycnokanBaet oHa ce0si. He moxer ObITh... He ObiBaeT Takoro.

UYenosek yxe He crouT nof poHapeM. OH uzeT K Hell HaBcTpeuy. Jlyuliie He BUAETh ero JIMia.
Benp 310 He oH. OHa oTBOpauMBaeTcs.

— 3npascrByiite, Jloka.

Jlioka B3nparuBaet. He mosxet ObiTh. Uto?.. Uro?.. Uro?..

[lepen Heli mog 30HTUKOM A pPCEHUN.

— Bb1 coBceM npomokim, Jltoka. Maure crioga, KO MHE 1OJ1 30HTUK. Bbl mpocTyauTech.

OH Geper ee nox pyky. Ona psigom ¢ HuM. Ee miiedo nprkuMaeTcs K ero pykasy.

— B takoii 10Xk, — TOBOPUT OH, — AOJITO JIA POCTYAUTHCS. A CKaXkHTe, KCTaTH. .. Ballla CecTpa
310poBa’..

— Ja... uam Het, OOJIbHA.

— bonbHa? — nepecrnipammBaet oH. — Ho uem?

— V Hee... cBuHKa, — BApPYT pewaer Jlioka. Hy koHeuHo, y Bepel cBUHKaA.

Kak oHa paHbliie He orajanach.
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— Cpunka? OnHa BaM cama ckazaja?

— Her, Ho 51 3Ha10. OHa miakana, yto 6e300pa3Ho, a Mama yTelllala: «He OMAcHO». JTO CBUHKA.
UYro xe apyroe? U 6e300pa3Ho, 1 He onacHo. Y MeHs y caMoi Obuia.

OnHa cMOTpUT CHU3Y BBEpX B ero Jmio. Kakoii on OneqHbiid. VI 3T0 TeHb OT 30HTHKA?

— Knansiitech Bepe AnekceeBHe. Bol He 3a0yziete?

— Her, ner.

— Wpemrte, 51 Bac mpoOBOKY JI0 IBEpPE, a TO BHI ellle MPOMOKHETE.

— Cnacu6o.

Ero nnviHHBIE HOTM B KOPUYHEBBIX OallMakax CTYMAOT PSIOM C ee KelaThiMU Tyismu. Bero
Obl ’KU3Hb UJITH TaK, TIOJl 30HTUKOM.

— Hy Bot u Bamn nom. Tak He 3a0yapTe repeaarh MpHBeT.

OH noxumaer eil pyKy, CMOTPUT Ha HEe PaCCEesSTHHO.

— Bol roBopuTe, OHa I1akana?..

— Kro?

— Bama cecrpa.

— Ja. Bepa nnakana. Ona kpuvana: «5 nyuie ympy...»

— Ilepenaiite eil npuBeT u ckaxute... Her, Hu4uero He ropopure... TONbKO HETIPEMEHHO Tepe-
JaiiTe MPUBET. A BbI Kakasi OOJbIast CTaau, cCoBceM OaphliiHsa. MHoro yuntech? Jlo CBUIAHBSI.

OH cHUMaeT IUIAY U ObI