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AHHOTaAIUSA

Kmou k TailHe WM3yMpygHOH CKpWXajid, YCTaHOBJIEHHOW
Ha MorwJe JereHnapHoro ['epmeca Tprcmerncra, MOKOUJICS B pyrHaX
paspymienHoro ropopa Ilommen. Ho, BUaHO, OOTM  CHKATMIIHCH
HaJl 4YeJOBEYeCTBOM, W aMyjieT CHoBa Obul HaiimeH... M3 Bcero,
YTO CIy4rJioch ¢ Bepoii 3a mociesHue CyTKM, MOKHO ObLIO CHeNaTh
BBIBOJ, YTO OHa YeM-TO 3aMHTEpEecOBaJla OYEHb OIMACHBIX JIOMCH.
Bce Hauanock nocie toro, kak Bepa nonyunna B [ToMmriesix crapyuHHBIA
amyner co 3HakoMm ['epmeca Tpucmerucra, mpu4eM OTJATH ero en
ABHO TI0 ommOke. [lepemyTan ee TOT YEpPHOBOJIOCHIM HTaNbsHEIl
¢ KeM-To. M BOT Temepp y Hee HaYaJMCh HEMPHUATHOCTH, W SIBHO —
HEeITyTOYHBIE. ..
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— He orcrapaiite, neBouku, He oTcTaBante! — JIKyabeTTa OKu-
HYJIa HAMETaHHBIM IJIa30M CBOE HETOCIIYIIIHOE CTa0 U MPYBbIY-
HO no6aBwia: — Mapunku Toxe! Mbl IOAXOOVM K CAaMOMY WH-
TEpECHOMY ITyHKTY Halleyd 9KCKypcuu!

JlxynpeTTa Oblia TOJICTast )KU3HEPAIOCTHAS TETKA, CUIIBHO 3a-
ropesinasi Ha 0€3)XaJT0CTHOM UTAJIbTHCKOM COJIHIIE, B INIMPOKHUX
KJIOYHCKUX IITaHaX ¥ HEOOBSITHOU KO(PTE cepo-0ypo-MaTMHOBO-
ro neera. OHa padoTasia TUJIOM U C CaMOro yTpa BOAMJIA TPYII-
ny o pasBaiuHaMm [Tommeu. [To xony aena, Mexay OecunciieH-
HBIMU PyMHAMU U MO3aWKaMH, OHa yCreJla pacCKas3arb TypUCcTam
BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb — YTO poauiiack oHa B PocToBe, 4To ak30THYe-
CKOE UM$ €M 1aJii POAUTENIH, IIKOJIbHbIE YUUTENS1, TAHYBUIECS
K MUPOBOH KYJIbTYpE, U UTO OHA C 3TUM JIUTEPATyPHBIM UMEHEM
Masijlach OOJIBIIYIO YacCTh CBOEH JKU3HU, ITOKAa BOCEMHA/IIIATh JIeT
Ha3aJ He nepeexana B tanuio, rae STiM MIMEHEM HUKOTO HEJlb-
351 YIUBHTb.

— He ortcraBaiite, He oTrcraBaite! — nmoBTropuia JIKynberTa



Y TIO/IHSIA BBICOKO HaJl TOJIOBOW SIPKO-KpPACHBIM 30HTUK. — Ca-
MO€ UHTEPECHOE, TeBOYKU! — MPOroBOpHIIa OHA TAMHCTBEHHBIM
TOHOM U yKa3aja TeM K€ 30HTUKOM Ha KaMEHHYIO MOCTOBYIO.

— Oii! — ucnyraHHO BCKPUKHYJIa CKPOMHasi pbikeHbKast JInza
U HOMNSITUJIACh. — DTO KeE. .. ITO...

— Jla, 3T0 UMEHHO OHO! — ¢ HECOMHEHHOM T'OPAOCTHIO MPOro-
Bopuia [[KynbeTTa v OTCTynuja B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI BCE €€ TOjI-
OIEYHbIe CMOIJIM Pa3mJIsIeTh U300pakeHue Ha aHTUYHOM TPO-
Tyape.

BHe BCAKMX COMHEHHH, 3TO ObUIO BBUIOKEHHOE MO3aMKOW
MYKCKO€ IOCTOMHCTBO HEBEPOSTHBIX Pa3MEpOB.

JKeHIMHBl TPOMKO 3aaxajid, OJHAKO OKPYKWJIM MO3auKYy,
He CBOJIS C Hee IJIas.

— Boo0imie-10 310 IPOCTO AOPOKHBIA yKa3aTeib, — MOSCHU-
na Jlxynberta. — CTpenka, KOTopasi MOKa3biBaeT JIOPOry K JIyra-
HapuIo, TIPOIIe TOBOpPs, K JpeBHeMY Oopaemio. OJHAKO C 3TUM
«yKazaTeleM» CBsS3aHA WHTEpecHasl JiereHnaa, — JoOaBuia OHa,
MOHU3UB TOJIOC. — ['OBOPAT, UTO €C/IM KeHIMHA MOTOMYeTCs
Ha HeM, y Hee HePEMEHHO HAJIaIUTCS JIMYHAs KU3Hb. .. 5, mpaB-
Jla, BOCEMHA/IIIATh JIET Ha HEM TOIMYYyCh, U HUKAKUX pe3yJibTa-
TOB! — 100AaBMIa OHA C TSKEJBIM B3JJOXOM.

Briiepkan 1y1st mprutnamsi HeOOJBIIYIO T1ay3y, KEHIIHBI OPO-
CWJINCh K HETIPUJIMYHON MO3auKe, YTOObI TIOTONTAThCSI HA HEW.
[epBoii, pacTonKaB OCTAJIBHBIX MPETEHACHTOK, TPOOUIIACh K aH-
TUYHOMY yKa3aTeJll0 CKPOMHAsl MHTEJUIMI€HTHAs CTapyllika 31-
Hanaa BacuibeBHa.



— A BBI UTO k€ — HEe UHTepecyeTech? — pa3jajcs 3a CIMHON
y Bepsl BKpaguuBbIi 1oJ10C.

CHoBa Apcenuid!

OH BO3HMK pSIOM C HEW, YXBaTWJI 32 JIOKOTb CBOEU MOTHOU
PYKOI 1 3a]JbI11IAT B YXO.

T'ocriogu, Hy Kak e OH en Hajoen! beckoHeyHO mpucraBas
C pa3roBopamm, HO MaJjio TOTO — IIPY BCSKOM YIOOHOM U HEey100-
HOM CJTy4yae HOPOBWJI B3AITh IO JIOKOTOK U BOOOIIIE AOCAKIA
BCEMH BO3MOKHBIMU criocodamu. Ha muisike ycrpauBasicst Ha co-
CEeIHEM JIeKaKe, TacKaJCsl 32 Hed B Mope, a TaM OpbI3rajcs
U TIO/I BOJIOW XBaTajl 3a HOTM, KaK MATUKJIACCHUK B MHOHEP-
CKOM Jiarepe. 3a 3aBTpakoM OH HellpeMEHHO BhIOMPaJ ee CTONUK,
1 y Bepbl MrHOBEHHO mponajai anmneTuT, KOraa OH XKaJIHO el,
YaBKasl U POHsISl KPOILIKYU Ha CTOJI.

Beuepamu ObL10 ele Xyxke, OH CTaBUJ CBOW CTYJI CIMIIKOM
OJIM3KO K ee CTYJTy, KJIaJl CBOM MOTHbIE PYKH el Ha TJIe40 W Ja-
K€ Ha KOJIEHKY, HO TI0CJIe TOro, Kak Bepa 4yBCTBUTENBHO YKOJIO-
JIa ero BWJIKOW U BbUTMJIA HA OPIOKM TOMATHBIN COYC, HECKOJIBKO
TIOyMepHJI CBOM MTbUL. Bepa nproOonpuiack 1 Hafesach, 4to ce-
rOJHs1 Ha 9KCKypcuu B [loMIien OH OCTaBUT €€ B TIOKOE.

Kak-HuKak, nocjaeqHuii 1eHb MyTEBKU, 3aBTPA OHU YJIETAIOT.
Ho 3T0T K03e1 He MOT CMUPUTHCS ¢ HeN30€KHBIM M CHOBA B3SLJICS
3a cBoe. Bepa ero yxe BueTh HE MOXKET!

— MHe kaxercsi, TeOe Toxke Hy)KHO BCepbe3 MOoyMaTh O JINY-
HOW XW3HU! — TMPOroBOpmJI ApPCEHUI HACTaBUTEJIbHO U €Il
Kperye BLIETIUJICS B €€ JIOKOTb.



Bepy nepenepHysio — 311 ero notHslie pyku... opp! To ectsb
MOHSITHO, YTO CPE/IM MPOKAJICHHBIX COJIHLIEM JPEBHUX PYHH Kap-
KO, HO HE JI0 TaKOH K€ CTEIIEHU. ..

— OtmycTute MO0 pyKy! — B3MOIMJIaCh OHA, YIIOPHO Ha3blBas
€ro Ha «Bb», B TIIETHOM MOIBITKE OOBSCHUTD, YTO OHU APYT JIPY-
Iy HUKTO, ¥ TaK OydeT 70 KOHIIa 3TOro, C TIO3BOJICHHS CKa3aTh,
OTHbIXA.

HanpacHo, 10 3TOro Tna HU4ero He JOXOQUIIO.

— Jla 4ro THI Takasg HeJoTpora? — UCKPEHHE U3ymMuicsa Ap-
ceHun. — Thl B3poCas KEHIMHA, HE HYXKHO TaK IapaxaTbCs
OT MY)KYMH. ..

«51 He OT Bcex mIapaxaiochk, a TOJBKO OT Bac!» — XoTejla OHa
CKa3aTh, HO MPUPOJHBIN TAKT nomelai, u Bepa orBeruia nxHaue:

— 41 He mapaxaicp, MHE ITPOCTO KapKo!

Bepe xotenock 3a0path ¥ MOCIATh €r0 MOAAJIBIIE, HO BOKPYT
OBLTH JIIONU, U eH, KaK Bceraa, ObUIo HEeYIO0OHO.

— W npaBaa xapko, — Ha 3TOT pa3 ApceHul BBIHYKACH ObLT
COIVIACUTBCSA U C SIBHOM HEOXOTOM OTITYCTWJI JIOKOTh, HO TYT ke
3allieN ¢ APYrol CTOPOHbI, — & Thl CHUMHM KO(PTOUKY. . .

«Pa3meurancs!» — nogymana Bepa, HO BCllyx HUUYEro He cKa-
3aJia, TOJIbKO OTCTYNWJIa B CTOPOHY.

Apcenuii ABUHYJICS ObUTO 32 HEW, HO CIIOTKHYJICS HA HEpPOB-
HOW JIpEBHE MOCTOBOW M OCTAHOBUJICSI, YTOOBI TIOMIPABUTD Pe-
MEIIIOK CaHIaIHH.

Bor, kcraty, 3TM caHJAIMK. .. B JIy4IIUX TPaJULUsX, OH HO-
cun ux ¢ Hockamu! U ata proneroBast TpuKoTaxkHast pyoarka



Ha ryroBkax! B obmem, Bepy paznpaxano B Hem Bce!

Bocrons30BaBIIACE €T0 3aMUHKOM, OHA CKOJIb3HYJIA B Y3KUU
IIPOYJIOK MEXKAY ABYMs NONypa3pylIEHHbBIMU 3JaHUSAMU. Apce-
HUMH, NIpbITast HA OJHOM HOTe, 3amMaxaJl pyKaMy U 3aBepela:

— Bepynuuk, kyna ke 1o1! Thl Tam 3a0mynuribes !

Ho ona Tonbko mprudaBmiia Xomy.

Jlyuiie 3a0myauThesl cpey MOMITEMCKUX Pa3BasIMH, YEM CHO-
Ba MOYYBCTBOBATh HA CBOEM KOXE NMPUKOCHOBEHUE €r0 MOTHBIX
pyk! [la 3a kakue rpexu eu Takoe HakazaHue!

Ona OpICTPO NUIA MEXIY KaMEHHBIMU CTEHAMHM, M3IIydaio-
MU yAyLIUTMBBIA kap. CBepHYyJa BIE€BO, YTOObI CAEIaTh KPyr
Y BBIMTU HABCTpEUy I'PyIIIE, HO MOYTU Cpa3y OKa3aJlach B TYIH-
Ke.

BepHynace k nocienHeMy oBopoTy, HA MTHOBEHHME 3aJyMa-
Jlack, Ky/la UATH — MPSAMO WJIU HAITpaBo.

[onuia HampaBo U CKOPO YBU/IEJA BIIEPEIU BHICOKYIO KAMEH-
HYIO apKy, 32 KOTOPOW BU/IHEJICS 3€JIeHbI JIYT, TYT U TaM yCEesIH-
HBI KPYITHBIMU KAMEHHBIMHU OOJIOMKAMH.

Bepa nmpubaBuia mary — KaMeHHblE CTEHbI JaBWJIM Ha Hee,
€l XOTeJIOCh BBIPBAThCS Ha IMPOCTOP, HAa BO3YX.

EnBa ona Bomuia mom apky, cOOKy HEOXUIAHHO TOSIBUIICS,
CJIOBHO BBIHBIPHYB U3-T10/] 3€MJIU, XyAOILABbII MOJIOAOHN UTAJIbsI-
Hell B IpaHbIX JPKUHCAX W YepHor (pyTOoke. Ha yepHbIX Kypya-
BBIX BOJIOCAx OblIa KpacHast OaH/aHa, MpUIaBaBIlas eMy UpaT-
ckuid Buj. Kazanock, OH TOJBKO 4TO mepedpasicss Ha OOpT B3s-
TOro Ha abopaax Kopads u Terepb COOUpPaeTcsi COOCTBEHHBIMU



pyKam# 1epeOuTh ero KMUIMax.

Bnpouewm, HaBepHOe, 1710 ObLIO He TOJIBKO B OaHAaHe, HO elle
B BBIPQXEHHHU JIMIA — KAKOM-TO KECTKOM, PEIIMTEIbHOM U Ha-
CTOPOKEHHOM.

— YiXe MoJIOBMHA YETBEPTOro, — MPOrOBOPHII OH MO-aHIJIMIA-
CKM M KaK-TO CTPaHHO IocMoTpen Ha Bepy.

To J1 OT Kapbl, TO JIM OT MPUCTATIHLHOTO B3MJIsiga ero oap-
XaTHBIX YepHBIX I1a3 y Bepbl BHE3aNmHO 3aKpYXHIACh IOJIOBA.
OHa pacTepsiHHO MOMSATHIIACH, B3IVISTHYJIA Ha Yachl M CMYIIIEHHO
IIPOrOBOpPHUJIA:

— Her, TonbKO NONIOBUHA TPETHETO. . .

Jluno nupata cMArInIIoCch, Kak Oyaro Bepa upesBbruaiino 00-
pajioBasa ero CBOMM OTBETOM, OH IIarHyJ K Hell U BIIOXWII B py-
Ky KaKOW-TO HEOOJBIIION MPeaMeT.

Bepa mormbiTasiach MpOTECTOBaTh, MOMBITANACH OTIATh €My
9TOT MpEeIMET — ee He pa3 MpeaynpeskIaId, YTO P pUIMYH-
Bble aOOpHUTeHBI HA KaJKJIOM IIary MbITAI0TCS BCYYUTh JIETKOMBIC-
JICHHBIM TyPUCTaM HUKYEMHBbIE TIOJIEJTKH 32 OACHOCIIOBHBIE JICHb-
Y, HO UTAJIbsIHEIl YK PA3BEPHYJICS U UCYE3 TaK XKe BHE3AITHO,
KakK MOSIBUJICS.

Bepa npuBBIYHO TOQyMania, YTO CHOBA IMOATBEPAMIA CBOIO
HENPUCIIOCOONIEHHOCTh K JKM3HH, CHOBa MONANAch HA YJOUKY
YJIMYHBIX TOPrOBIEB, HO TYT )€ OCO3HAJA, YTO TAUHCTBEHHbIN
NHMpaT He B35 C Hee HUKAKUX JEHEer, 3HAYUT, TPYAHO CUUTATh
€ro 3aypsiTHBIM MOIIEHHUKOM.

Kpome Toro, oHa oco3Hana, 4To OT HEOXKHMIAHHOCTH U pac-



TepSHHOCTH OOMaHyJla CTPaHHOTO WTaJbsHIIA: CKa3alia emy,
4TO ceifuac MoJIOBUHA TPeThero, 3a0bIB, uTo, TpuiieTeB B Uta-
JIVIIO, HE TIepeBeJia CBOU Yachl, U OHU MO-TIPEKHEMY MOKa3bIBAIOT
MOCKOBCKO€ BpeMsl. 3HAUUT, Ha CAMOM JIeJIe [0 MECTHOMY Bpe-
MEHM cervac MOJIOBUHA BTOPOrO, HO HUKAK HE IMOJIOBUHA YeT-
BEPTOro, KaK CKa3aj 3TOT UTAJIbSIHCKUI KPaCaBUHK. . .

CrpaHHBI KaKOU-TO!

Bepa B3misiHyna Ha npeIMeT, KOTOPBIN CTPaHHBIA UTAJIbSHEL]
BJIOKWI B €€ PyKy. DTO OblJJa MOHETa WM UYTO-TO BPOIE MO-
HETBI: TUIOCKUI KPYIJISIIOK U3 TSKEJIOro cepeOpUCTOro Meta-
J1a, BBILIEPOJEHHOrO 0e3:KaloCTHBIM BpeMeHeM. B nieHTpe 3To-
ro KpyrJisiika Obuto mpoOUTO Kpyriioe oTBepcTue. Bepe Heoxu-
JAHHO TPUIILIO B TOJIOBY, YTO B 3TO OTBEPCTUE MOXKHO IPOITY-
CTUTh NTHYPOK WJIU IIETIOYKY, YTOOBI IOBECUTh aMyJIeT Ha IIIel0.

Bort oHo, nonsiia Bepa, BOT noaxozsiiee Ha3BaHue IJisl 3TO-
ro npenMera — amyser. Ha oqHoil ctopoHe amyseTra Obul BHIOUT
HEOOBIYHBI PUCYHOK — TpU OOChIe HOTHW, Oerymue Mo Kpyry,
CJIOBHO TpM Jiy4ya CTpaHHOM 3Be3lbpl. Ha apyrou ctopone Bepa
pasmiisena Kakue-To MmojlycTepThie, TPyIHOPa3InIMMble OYKBbI
Y 3HAUKHU.

OnpeneneHHo, MogyMaia OHA, STOT aMyJieT OY€Hb CTapblil.
N cronTt HeMaJIBIX IEHer.

Bepa mammHaibHO CyHysa aMmyJieT B KapmaH. BHe3anHo ee
OXBATWJIO CTPaHHOE, HEMOHSTHOE, HEOOBSICHUMOE BOJHEHHUE.
W emie oHa noyyBCTBOBAJIA CTPaxX.

YaousurensHoe Aeno: korga Bepa co cBoed rpymron nuia



1O YJIOUKaM JPEBHEro ropoja, ei Kasanock, uto [lommen Oyk-
BAJILHO MEPETNOTHEHbI TYPUCTAMHU, Ha KAPKUX YIUIAaX ObUIO s10-
JIOKY Herjie yracTh, 3By4YaJlu JECSATKHU SI3bIKOB, a TENepb BOKPYT
He ObUIO HU JYIIM, ¥ LIApWJIa TyJIKas HACTOPOKEHHAs TUIIMHA.

Bepe crano HeyiorHo. Iloxkanyi, ceiduyac oHa 0OpajoBa-
7ack Obl Jake ApPCEHHIO C €r0 MOTHBIMU PYKaMH M CAJIbHBIM
B3[JISIIOM.

Bepa nocmotpena B Ty CTOpOHY, KyJa, Kak el MmokKa3auioch,
CKPBUICS] UTAJIbsIHEII, HO HUUETO U HUKOTO He YBHIENA.

JIyr, Ha KOTOpBI OHa BBIILIA, OKPYKaJIM PYHHBI, MOTypa3-
PYILEHHbIE CTEHbl JPEBHUX AOMOB. Mex1y 3TMMHU pa3BajMHA-
MU BUJIHEJIUCH Y3KHE MPOXO/Ibl, JOIKHO ObITh, B OAHOM M3 HUX
Y CKPBUICS TOT OPIOHET.

Tyt OOKOBBHIM 3peHHEM OHA 3aMEeTHJIa KaKOe-TO JABWKEHHE.
OHa rnoBepHyJ1a roJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY, U €l OKa3aJ10Ch, YTO B OfI-
HOM M3 TEMHBIX IIPOXOJIOB MEXKIY PyMHAMHU MeEJIbKHYJIA TEHb.

Ho ecnu MuHyTO# paHbliie oHa OblTa OBl paja JIIoOoMy Yeso-
BEKY — Tellepb 3Ta TeHb Kcnyraia ee. Eil mokas3anock, 4To U3 TeM-
HOTBI Ha Hee KTO-TO CMOTPUT — MPAYHO, YIPOKAIOIIE.

«Jla 4To co MHOW mpoucxoauT? — noaymaia Bepa yausieH-
HO. — Yo 3a crpanHblid puctyn TpeBoru? HaBepHo, Tak Jeii-
CTBYET Ha MeHs kapa. Bce Xopolo, HUKakoy OMACHOCTH HET,
ceilyac si COpUEHTHPYIOCH T10 IJIAHY Y Hal/ly CBOIO IPYIIITY».

U He ycniena oHa mogymarh O CBOEH rpyIne, Kak u3 OOKOBO-
0 IPOXO/Ia Ha JTyKalKy BHIKATUIACh [[XKy/IbeTTa B CBOMX KJIOYH-
CKHUX HITaHaX, C KPaCHbIM 30HTHKOM B PYKe.



Mortofioit WTabsiHeI B APAHBIX JKMHCAX U YepHOU (yTOOI-
Ke, C KpacHOW OaHJIaHOW Ha TOJIOBE, YeM-TO TIOXOXKUW Ha HAYM-
HAIOIIEro Nmupara, MSrKON MPYKUHUCTOW MOXOJKOM IIeJ MO y3-
KOMY IIPOYJIKY MEXAY KAMEHHBIMU CTEHaMU JIPEBHETO rOpO/Ia.

Bapyr HaBcTpedy eMy U3 MOTYKPYIJION apKU BHIHBIPHYJIA BbI-
coKasi OpIOHETKa B KOXKaHOHM KypTKe C 3aKjienkamu. YepHbie BO-
JIOCHl OBLTM KOPOTKO TMOJCTPHIKEHBI, KPACUBOE JIMIIO HEMHOTO
MOPTUJI IIpaM B BUZE 3BE€3[Ibl C TpeMs Jiydyamu. OrisiieBIINCh
10 CTOPOHaM, OPIOHETKA BITOJITOJIOCA TIPOTOBOPHIIA TO-aHTJTHI-
CKU:

— Kotopslit yac?

WTanbsiHel HEIOyMEHHO B3IJISIHYJI HA Hee, MOJHS PyKY C Ya-
camM¥ ¥ IPOLEANIL:

— Copok MUHYT BTOPOTO.

bpioHeTka, ogHaKo, HE YIOBJIETBOPUJIACH 3TUM OTBETOM.
Omna BcTajia Ha MyTH «ITMpaTa» 1 MOBTOPHIIA:

— Koropsii1 gac?

Mornoaoy utajbsiHell B3MJISIHYJI HA HEE C YAUBJIEHUEM, TTOTbI-
TaJIcs 0OOWTH, HO OpIOHETKA He TIPOMYCTHIIA €0, JIUIIO ee OTBEP-
JIeJI0, U OHA CHOBA OTYETJIMBO MOBTOPUIIA!

— Koropsii1 gac?

TyT B m1a3ax UTAJbsIHIIA BCIIBIXHYJI OTOHEK MTOJO3PEHUs], U OH
HEYBEPEHHO MPOrOBOPUJL:

— Vike nonoBrMHa YeTBEPTOTO. ..

BproHeTka sIBHO 00paoBaiach, JIMIO €e CMATYIIOCh, M OHA



OTBETWJIA!

— Her, TOJIbKO MOJIOBMHA TPETHETO !

[Mocrne 3TOro oHa MPUOIMU3KUIIACH K UTAJIbSHILY U BBIKU/IATETb-
HO IIOCMOTpEJIA Ha HETO.

«[Inpar» BeIIIALEN yAUBICHHBIM. OH PaCTEPSIHHO MOKPYTHJT
TOJIOBOU U MPOTSHYII:

—Hoa...HO a yxe...

— Yro 3HauuT — yxe?

— 4 yxe nepenai. .. KO MHE MOJOIIA KEHILIMHA, OHA Ha3Bajia
BEPHBIY NTAPOJIb, U 5 MIEPEAAT €. . .

— Yepr, uto Th Hecellb? — JIMI0 OPIOHETKU MEPEKOCHIIOCH,
OHa 3aBepTeJia FOJI0BOM, CIIOBHO KOro-TO UCKasa. TyT ke u3 TeM-
HOT'O MIpOeMa B KAMEHHOW CTeHE BBICKOJIb3HYJI MYXKUMHA JIET CO-
pOKa B JieTHeM OeKeBOM KOCTIOME, C ITUPOKUM CMYTJIBIM JIMIIOM,
U3PLITOM OCIMHaMU. 10101151 BIUIOTHYIO K «IUPaTy», OH MPO-
IIMIIEN MTO-aHITIMUCKU ¢ KAKMM-TO CTPAHHBIM aKLIEHTOM:

— Komy TbI 310 OTHAI?

Monoaoy UTaJIbsHEL TOMATHIICS, HO CIIMHA TYT K€ HATKHY-
JIach Ha MPOrPETYI0 COJIHLIEM KaMEHHYIO CTEHY.

— K10 BbI? UTO Bam OT MeHsI Hy)KHO? §l HUYero He 3Haio. ..

— Bce 1bI 3Haemb! — npommnen He3HakoMmell. — M oTmyHO
3Haelllb, KTO MbI TaKUe... Thl JJOJDKEH ObLT MepeaaTh HaM Koe-
YTO... OTJIall HaM 3TO — U Mbl pazoujemcsi!

— Ho 4 310 yX%e orgai... oHa Ha3Bala Naposb, U s Iepe-
IaJ ed. ..

— Tt 310 yx)e ropopwi! Ho s MOBTOPSI0 BOPOC — KOMY ThI



3TO OTHAI?

— MBbI He AOJIKHBI BCTYINaTh B HEMOCPEACTBEHHBIN KOHTAKT. . .

— He nomxHb! ObUIM, — NOATBEPANI HE3HAKOMELL, — HO ThI OT-
JlaJ1 Hallly MOCBUIKY HE TOMY YeJIOBEKY. Tak 4To Ternepb Ham HyXK-
HO KaK-TO UCIIPABJISATD MOJIOXEHUE.

—Sl... a TyT HU TipU YeM. §l ToKeH ObLT TONBKO TepenaTh Ty
Belllb — U £ ee nepean! bosbine s HU4ero He 3Hao! OTmycrure
MeHsi! Bbl Hapyiaete Bce npaBuJal

— Ter Mue Hagoen! — CMmymioe JIMIO MyXKUYUHBI IIEPEKOCHU-
JIOCh, C/AEJIABIIUCH NTOXOKUM HAa aHTUYHYIO TPAarMYEeCKYI0 MackKy,
OH BBIIEPHYJI U3 KapMaHa CKJIQJHOW HOX, IIETYKOM BBIOPOCHIT
ne3Bue. — O Kakux mpaBuiiax Tl TOBOpUlIb? Thl camM KX Hapy-
LIWJI, OTJIAB MOCBUIKY He ToMY yesioBeKy ! Komy 1ol ee organ? ['o-
BOPH, UJH s ¢ TOOOM pa3depych!

— KeHiuHa. .. — HEOXOTHO MPOrOBOPUJI NTAPEHb, — KaXeTCs,
pycckas. .. Kaxercs, OHa Moliia K gjomy Berrues. ..

— Tl mokaxenb MHe ee! — morpedoBan HezHakomell. — [Toka-
JKeIIb — 1 Toraa s 7e0s1 OTITyIry !

— Ho Hac... Hac He JOJIKHBI BUJIETh BMecTe !

— Bce ye 1 Tak Nonuio Hanepekocsk !

OH NMOATONKHYJI «IMUPaTa» B CIIMHY, U TOT MOCIYIIHO 3alliarai
K IJIaBHOH yJuIe JpeBHEro ropoga. MyxurnHa B O€XEeBOM KO-
CTIOME TOILIEJT PSAOM C HUM, HEOPEKHO MOJNIOKUB PYKY Ha ILJIEYO
CIyTHUKA, KaK OyATO APYKECKH OOHUMAs ero.

Bricokast OproHeTKa B KO)KaHOUM KypTKe IIlJ1a 32 HUMH, HACTO-
POKEHHO OIVISABIBASCH IO CTOPOHAM.



Korna onu noponumm K yauiie, o KOTOPOW OHA 3a APYroin
JBUTQJTUCH IITyMHBIE TPYTIITBI TYPUCTOB, MYXYHMHA B O€KEBOM KO-
CTIOME BTOJIKHYJI CBOETO CITyTHUKA B IBEPHOI MPOEM MOTypas3-
PYILIEHHOI'O IOMa U BIIOJIT0J10Ca MPOrOBOPHI:

— Orcroza Tel ee yBUIUIIB !

— Ho 3mech Tak MHOTO TYpHUCTOB... — MPOOOPMOTAN «ITH-
par», — HAUTU CPeld HUX TY JKEHIMHY — BCE PAaBHO YTO HAWTH
UT'OJIKY B CTOI'€ CEHa...

— A TBI IOCTapacs!

W TyT MONONO# UTAbsIHEL OKUBHUJICS:

— Jla BoT, BOT xe oHa! CBemibie BOJIOCHI, xenTast KodTta, Oe-
*keBble KopoTkue Opoku! OHa UeT 3a TOJCTON TETKOM ¢ Kpac-
HbIM 30HTOM !

— Tol yBepeH? — nepecripocuii My;K4MHA C U3PbITHIM OCITHHA-
MU JIAIIOM. — Tl He ommoaembea?

— VBepeH, yBepeH!

— DTO XOpOIIO, MOTOMY YTO JIPyroro ciydvas y te0s He Oy-
Jet! — V1 OH BOH3MJI HOX B LIEI0 «IIUpaTa».

— JleBoukM, JEBOYKH, HE OTCTaBanTe! — KpuKHyJa JIKynber-
Ta, BEPTs roioBor. — Manbunku Toxe! Ceiluac Mbl yBUUM OJHY
U3 CaMBbIX 3HAMEHUTHIX cTaTyii B [Tomriesx, craryio 6ora Topros-
u I'epmeca. ..

Bepa obpanoBanack [IxyibeTTe, Kak pOJHOM.

Omna forsana rpyImy, cMemiagach ¢ TOMMNOW COOTeYeCTBEHHU-
KOB, C YIUBJIEHUEM JyMasl O MEPEKUTOM CTpaxe v He IOHUMAS



€ro NpUYMHBI.

Bech TOJIBKO 4TO MMHOBABILNY MTU30]] Ka3aJICs €U Tenepb HU-
Yero He 3HayallliM, HUYTOXHBIM, MYCTSKOBBIM — HY, MOAyMa-
€lllb, Ha HECKOJIKO MMHYT IOTEPslIa CBOIO I'PYIIILY, CTOJIKHYJIACh
C KakKMM-TO MOJIOJBIM WTAJIbSIHLIEM, KOTOPBIM BCYYMJI € aMy-
JIET. .. TIpaB/ia, OH ITOYEMY-TO HE B3I 32 HETO JEHET, HO MOXET,
€My YTO-TO IMOMEIIIAJIO. .. & MOXET, BCSI 9Ta CIieHa el BOOOIIIe To-
MepeIInIach OT TSKEION MOMITEUCKOU sKapbl?

Bepa Ha Bcsikuil ctyyvaii CyHys1a pyKy B KapMaH.

Awmyner ObUT TaM, Ky[a OHa €ro Moioxuia, Bepa moayBcTBo-
BaJia €ro HIepIIaBYI0 IOBEPXHOCTb, U €€ OXBATUJIO CTPAHHOE BOJI-
HEHUE.

3HauuT, 3Ta CIiEHa €l He MoMepeluaach. 3HaYUT, BCE 3TO
ITPOU30IIIO Ha CAMOM JIEJIE.

Brnpouem, HU4Yero 0COOEHHOTO U HE MPOU3OIILIO. . .

Bepa nocrapaack 3a0bITb 00 3TOM ClIy4yae U COCPeJOTOUNTh-
Csl Ha TOM, 4TO roBopuIia [xynperra.

— Celyac MBI C BAMM HEMHOXKKO MPOUIEMCS U YBUAMM 3Ha-
MEHUTHII oM BeTTres, — Belljaia OHa CBOUM IPOMKHUM U XPHII-
JIIM TOJIOCOM, — XO3s5l€BaMHU JiIoMa ObUTH JBa Opara, B MOJIOIO-
CTU OHHM SIBJISUTUCHh padaMu, HO TIOTOM BBIKYITHJIM CBOIO CBOOO/LY
U pasborareny.

WX oM ObUT OTHUM M3 caMbIX O0raThix JOMOB B [Tomriesx. ..

BheszanHo Bepa omytuia To cTpaHHOE M HENPUATHOE YYB-
CTBO, Kakoe ObIBaeT, KOrjga KTO-TO CMOTPUT TeOe B CITMHY.
OnHa HEBOJILHO B3[pOrHYJIa, CIOBHO Ha IOMIIEUCKOMU XKape ee



MPOXBATUII JIEISTHON CKBO3HSIK.

Pe3ko o6epHyBIIHCH, Bepa orisiyiena ynuity 3a CBoeld CIIMHOM.

Tam HHMKOro He OBLJIO, BO BCSKOM Clydyae, HUKTO Ha Hee
HE CMOTpEJL.

Pasge uto0...

Ha crene ogHoro u3 nosypaspylueHHbIX 10MOB Bepa yBupe-
Jla KAMEHHYIO MacKy. TeaTpajbHyI0 TParuuyeckylo MacKy — M-
POKOE JIMIIO C MOJYOTKPBITHIM PTOM, NEPEKOIIEHHBIM YKacOM
WIN CTpajIaHUeM, IyCThle TEMHbIE TJIA3HUIIBI, IEKH, BBIIEPO-
JICHHbIE BPEMEHEM, CJIOBHO M3pbIThie ocriiHamMu. Ha kakou-T1o
mur Bepe nokazasnocs, 4To 3Ta Macka CMOTPUT Ha Hee IIpoBaJja-
MU IJIa3HULL.

Ona orOpocmiia 3TO HENPUSITHOE OIMyIIeHNe W MprOaBHUIIa
11ary, CMelIaBIMCh C TOJON CBOMX CITYTHUKOB.

W cHOBa MouyBCTBOBajIa CIIMHOW UEH-TO MPUCTAJIbHBIN, Ha-
30UJIUBBIN B3JIAL.

Bepa oGepHynach.

Ha sT0T pa3 He ObIJI0 HUKAKOW MUCTHKH. 3a Hell Taricst Ap-
CeHWIl U CBepNuII ee B3MIsAAoM. Ha ero pyoarike mpocTynuim
TEMHbIE IATHA NI0Ta, HOC MTOKPACHEJ OT COJIHIIA.

— BepyHuuK ! — 0:)XMBUJICS OH, TIEPEXBATUB €€ B3NS, — 51 Tak
BOJIHOBAJICSI, TaK BOJTHOBAJICA !

— YT0 3TO BBl BOJTHOBAJIMCH? — OTpbI3HYNACh Bepa.

3to ObUIO ee omuoKkoit. He crommno Bcrynath ¢ HUM B pasro-
BOp. ApCEHMIA TYT K€ HarHaJI ee U TOMbITAJICS HEJIOBKO 00XBa-
THTH 3a TaJMI0. Bepa cOpocuiia ero moTHyIo pyKy, IapaxHyJach



B CTOPOHY, HO OH Kak Oy/TO He 3aMETHJI €€ PEaKIIUIO.

— 41 Te6s motepsin! Tol Kyma-To ucyesna, a 371ech Hebe3omac-
HO...

— BnionHe Ge3omacHo, — npoBopuania Bepa paszapaxkeHHo, —
WUtanusa — 1MBUIM30BaHHAS CTpaHa, Clyyad JIIOJOEACTBA TYT
HE OTMEYEHBI.

— Jlionoencrea? — yaMBIEHHO NEPECIPOCHII ApCEHUM U 3a-
XJIomaJl cBouMu OenechiMu pecHuliamu. — [Ipruem 3aech Jioao-
encTBo? Jlaxe B LIMBUJIM30BAHHBIX CTPaHax MOMAJAlOTCs BCSIKUE
HeHopMauTbHBIe! $1 He Gosuics, UTO TeOs CheasrT, 51 OOsICH. . .

On 3amsuics, u Bepa exuaHo nponopKuia:

— Bb1 Gostimiick 3a MO0 IeBUYbIO YecTh? 3a Hee s KaK-HUOYIb
cama MOry IOCTOATh! A HacYeT HEHOPMAJIbHBIX . . .

Ona xotena 100aBUTh, YTO CaAM-TO OH He OOJLHO HOPMAJib-
HBII, HO TepeayMana. JlaHo, He CTOUT OO0OCTPSITh OTHOIICHUS
6e3 kpaitHell HeoOxoguMocTH. M BooOIIIe ceropHs mociae Huii
JeHb noe3aku. Ellle nepexxuTh TOAbKO 3aBTpallHee YTPO U MO-
net, a Tam... OHa OoJbllle HUKOTAA HEe YBUAUT TOTO TIOTHOTO
BOHIOYEro Ko3/1a. bosnpie Hukorga! MHOro jim 4enoBeky HyKHO
IS cYacCThd!

N Bepa B3mIsiHY/1a HA CBOETO CIYTHUKA MOYTH JIACKOBO.

ApceHui TeM He MeHee OKOHYATEIbHO pacTepsiics, yeM Bepa
¥ BOCIIOJIb30BaJ1aCh — OTOPBABIIKMCH OT HEro, Mpoouiach B mep-
BbI€ PsA/IbI FPYIIBI M CHOBA YCJIbIIIAJIA X PUIUIBINA ro10C JIKyIbeT-
ThI:

— Bor MbI 1 noponm k gomy Berrues. 3nech COXpaHWIOCh



MHOKECTBO (PPECOK M CKYJIBITYP, U300PAKAIOIINX AHTUYHBIX
60roB 1 OOrMHB, a TAKXKE PA3TMYHBIX MHU(OJIOTHUECKHUX Tep-
COHa’Ked, B YaCTHOCTU aMypoB. Takke XOpOLIO COXPaHUJIUCh
(pecku c n300pakeHrneM ObITOBBIX CLIEH — cOOp BUHOTPajia, TOH-
KU Ha KOJIECHUIIAX, CEJIbCKUE MPA3JHUKHA U MHOTOE APYTOe. ..

Bepa omianynace, yBuzaena, 4to ApceHuu OTcTall, v I0pKHyJIa
B NIOJIYKPYIJIYIO apKy.

Ona oka3asach B OOJIBIION KOMHATE C BBICOKHMM IOTOJIKOM.
[Nocne napsieii Ha yauLe *Kapbl ¥ OCIENUTETBHOTO COTHEYHOTO
CBeTa 371eCh OBLIO POXJIATHO U momyTeMHo. Korma rasa Bepor
NPYBBIKJIM K OCBEILIEHUIO, OHA pasIiisjiesia Ha po30BaTO-OXpH-
CTOM CTEHE YETKUil TEMHO-KPAaCHBI PUCYHOK — JIB€ KOJIECHULIbI
MYaJIMCh N0 BBITSHYTOMY IOJIO cTagnoHa. Ha TpubyHax BuaHe-
JIMCh YCJIOBHO M300PaKEHHBIE PSI/IbI 3pUTETIEH.

Bepa 3amo0oBanach BbIpa3UTEIbHBIM U3SIECTBOM (PPEcKH,
’KUBBIM M300pakeHUEeM BO3HWYMX M KOHEH U BJIpPYT yCJbllIaja
C3a11 MpUOTKAOIIMECs IIark, a 3aTeM MOYYBCTBOBAJIA Ha I1iee
YbIO-TO PYKY.

OHa He COMHEBaJIaCh, YTO ITO APCEHUM, UTO OH MOAKapay/ U
ee OJIHYy M pellnI NEpeiTH K peluuTesIbHbIM JercTBusaM. ['ocno-
1M, C KaKUM YJOBOJILCTBUEM OHA OITyCTWJIA Obl €My Ha TOJIOBY
00JIOMOK MPaMOPHOU KOJIOHHB!!

— Ortcranb, Ko3en! — Mpommnena OHa, He 000padrBasich,
HO pyKa Ha ee Illee CKajJlach CUJIbHEe, TaK YTO ei CTajo TPYJHO
JbIIATD.

Bce Tak xe He oOopaumBasich, Bepa ymapuia Haszaj JOKTEM,



BJIO)KMB B 3TOT y/ap BCIO CBOIO CHJIY, IOMHOXEHHYIO Ha HEHa-
BUCTbh K APCEHUIO0, HAKOMUBIIYIOCS 32 BPEMSI ITOE3KH.

Buaumo, ynap nonyuusics yaauHbld, IOTOMY YTO PyKa Ha I1iee
pa3xanach, U 3a CIIMHOW MOCHBIIAICA MYUYUTEIbHBIA X PUILIBIA
KalleJb.

Bepa pe3ko pa3BepHynach M JJisi BEPHOCTH MHYJIA ApCeHUs
HOTOH. . .

U TonbKo TYT yBUAENA, YTO ITO ObUT BOBCE HE APCEHUIA.

V Hee 3a CIIMHOM CTOsUJI, COTHYBIIIKCH, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKO-
MBIT MY)KYHMHA JIET COPOKA, B JIETHEM CBETJIO-0€KeBOM KOCTIOME.
JIutio ero ObLTO MEPEKOIIIEHO OT OOJIM U HEHABUCTU U YEM-TO Y/IU-
BUTEJIbHO HAIIOMMHAJIO aHTUYHYIO T€aTPaJbHYI0O MACKy, Tparu-
YECKYI0 MacKy C MyUYUTEJIbHO MEPEKOIIeHHbIM pToM. CXOICTBO
YCHJIMBAJIOCH TEM, UTO IMUPOKOE CMYTJIOE JIUIIO HE3HAKOMIIA Obl-
JIO TYCTO U3PBITO OCLIMHAMM.

Hesnakomenl nmpuxkxvMan pyKd K COJTHEUHOMY CIUIETEHUIO
Y TSIKEJO, XPUILIO AbIIIAN, POT MYUYUTEIbHO UCKPUBUJICS, IJ1a3a
€ro MOTEeMHEH OT OOJIM, HATIOMUHAST TEMHbIE TJIa3HUIIBI AaHTUY-
HOW TeaTpaJIbHOM MACKM.

— Heuero Obu10 mpuctaBath ! — BoIKpuKHYIa Bepa u MmeTHynach
B COCE/IHIOI0 KOMHATY.

Tam Tonmuiace Bcs ee rpyIna, OKpykuB [KyJIbeTTy, KOTOpas
Bellla/la CBOUM IMPOKYPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM O CEJIbCKOXO3SMCTBEH-
HBIX TTpa3aHukax Ipesnero Puma.

[Tocne Beriecka agpeHaniHa Bepa Tsxkeso apliana, cepiie
KOJIOTWJIOCH TZIe-TO B ropJie, nepej riia3aMy IUIABaju 1IBETHBIE



ngaTHa. Bepa nepexsartuia B30I ApCeHHs U Clienalla 3BEPCKYI0
(usznonommio, YTOOB! OTITYTHYTH ero. Hano sxe, Hakapkai, mep-
3aBen]! Ckazaj npo BCSKKMX HEHOPMaJIbHBIX — M BOT, Ha Hee Ha-
OpOCUJICS KAKOK-TO MaHBSIK !

Hakonerr oHa OTApIIIanach ¥ pelinid, YTO MPHUKJIIOYEHUH
Ha CEroJHsl XBaTUT, TaK YTO JIyYlle He OTAENATHCS OT TPYMIIBL.
Jlyuie yx nmoteprieTb npucTaBaHusi ApCceHusl.

BripoueM, sKCKypcHs Kak pa3 MojIolLIa K KOHILY, ¥ OHHU MOTS-
HYJIMCh K BBIXO/Y U3 APEBHErO Topofa.

[TyTh X mposieral MUMO aHTUYHOTO JIyTIaHAPUSL.

Bepa npubaBuia mary, HO TYT B MPaByl0 OOCOHOXKKY TOMaT
kameniek. OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh, YTOObI BHITPSAXHYTh €TI0, U BAPYT
C YIMBJICHUEM 3aMETUJIa, YTO CTOUT MPSIMO Ha TOM «yKasaresie»,
PO KOTOPBIM Yac Ha3aj pacckasbiBasa [[KyjabeTTa, Ha TOM pU-
CYHKE, Ha KOTOPOM JIpY’KHO TONTAJIUCh KEHIIIUHBI U3 UX TPYMIIBL.

[Ipeiras Ha OfHOM HOre, OHa MEpexBaTHJa HACMEIUIVBBIN
B30T JIKy/IbeTThI: MOJI, M Thl, CKPOMHHUIIA, PELIIMJIa BOCTIONb30-
BaThCs CIIyyaeM M MCIPABUTh CBOIO JIMUHYIO KU3Hb. ..

Bepa orBeruna JIKyabeTTe NpsIMBIM U OTKPOBEHHBIM B3IJISI-
JIOM, KOTOpbIM OHa IOCTapajach Inepejarb BCe, YTO JyMaeT
00 aHTUYHBIX CYeBEPUSIX M O CTAPEIOLINX SKCKYPCOBOIIAX, KO-
TOpPbIE BIAPUBAIOT 3TU CYEBEPUS OTUHOKUM TYPUCTKAM.

B aBroOyce Bepa mocrapanach cecTb Kak MOXHO Jajbliie
ot Apcenusi. Cocenkoi ee okazasiach 3uHausa BacuiseBHa. Hu-
KTO HE XOTeJI C Hel CHJETh, MOTOMY YTO CTapylika Obula OYeHb
6onmimBa. B aToT pas, ogHako, oHa yTOMHIIACh, OPOs MO pa3Ba-



JIMHAM Ha ’kape, U 3aJpeMaia, Tak 4ro Bepa nomyuuna yac ot-
HOCHUTEJIBHOTO ITOKOAI.

Korja onu npuexanu B roCTUHUILY, BCE APYKHO OTIIPABUIIUCh
YAKHUHATh, TPOMKO OOCYK/asi CErOAHSIIIHUE BIIeUaTICHUSI.

Bepa, kak HM cTpaHHO, cOBCEM He XoTena ectb. OHa rnepexsa-
TrJ1a OyTepOpoI ¢ YaeM 1 HalpaBWJIaCh K CBOEMY HOMepY, U TyT
nepe/l Hell CHOBA MOSIBUJICST APCEHMI.

OH nomuiencs psAAOM C HeW, 3aryisaabpiBas B I71a3a, U 3aTAHYI
CBOUM YHBUIBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Kaxkas uygecHasa Hous! Kak sapko ceerar 3se3nupl! Thl co-
3Haellb, Bepouka, 4To 3TO Hama nociaeaHsAs Houb B Wrtamuun?
Heyxenu Tebe He xouercsi cAeiaTh 3Ty HOYb He3aObIBaeMOii?
Heyxenu He Xoyercsi BOCHOJIb30BAaThCSl TAKOM 4UyAECHOW BO3-
MOHOCTBIO?

— Xouercs, — oT4ekaHuia Bepa, octaHOBUBIIUCH TIEPE]] CBO-
¥M HOMEPOM U A0CTaBasi KJII0UM, — MHE XOUETCS BOCITIOJIb30BATh-
Cs1 9TOM BO3MOXHOCTBIO U KaK CJIelyeT BbICIIaThCs!

Omna BomUIa B CBOM HOMEP U 3aXJIONHYJA JABEPb NEpe]l YHbI-
JBIM HocoM Apcenus. JlagHo, 3aBTpa Bce koHUnTCs. OHa co-
OpaJsia Koe-Kakue Belly, YTOObl He BO3UTHCS YTPOM, BbICTaBMIIA
y IBEpU MAKET C MyCOPOM U pellnia MOPaHbIIE JJOKUTHCS.

Bepa nerna, HO 1oAro0 HE MOIIA 3aCHYTh, IOTOMY YTO BCIIO-
MUHaJIa COOBITHS, TPUBEALINE K CETOAHSIIIHEMY JTHIO.

Jlapka mo3BOHWJIA TpW HeJeNW Ha3al M CKasala 4yKdaM
HECUaCTHBIM TOJIOCOM, UTO XW3Hb €€ KOHYEHa, YTO OHU pac-



cTanuch ¢ ['@HKOM, MOTOMY YTO OH OKOHYATENIbHO €€ OpOCHIL
To ecTp HaroBOpmi TakOro, 4r0 €M HUYEro He OCTaBAJIOCH,
KaK BbITHATh €r0 BOH.

Bepa Torna enBa nojpaBuia cMeniok — y I'eHku Oblia XOThb 1110~
XOHBKasl, HO CBOsI COOCTBEHHAsI KBApPTUPKa, B TO BpeMs Kak Jla-
pUCKa TMPOXKMBaAIa C MAaTepblo, COOCTBEHHO, IaBHOE ['eHKMHO
JOCTOMHCTBO M 3aKJII0YAJIOCh B HAJTMYMM SKUAJITUIONIA/IH.

TouHee, TOJBKO 3TO TOCTOMHCTBO U MOIVIa 3aMeTUTh Bepa,
Jlapucka-To Mo nmepBoCTH 310pOBO B Hero Bimoomiack. OHa Ku-
7a 10 y ['eHkH, mpruyeM MorJia BeiiepkaTh Oe3 repepbiBa Heles
TpH, TO BO3Bpallajlach K MaTtepu, 4emy Ta He 0COOEHHO pa/ioBa-
J1ach.

B nocnennee BpeMs Bce Bpozie Obl yCTaKaHWIIOCh, HA Bepy TyT
HABAJIWITUCH €€ COOCTBEHHBIE MEJIKME HeITPUSITHOCTH, OHH ¢ Jlap-
KOM He BUJEJIMCh Mecsla aBa. M BoT, moxanyncra, — CHoBa-3/10-
poBo!

— Tel He mepexuBail Tak, — NPUBBIYHO yTellasi MOAPYTY,
ckazana Bepa, — eme nomuputech. OcThiHETE 00a, MoiMeTe,
YTO KWTh JIPYT O6€3 Jpyra He MOXKeTe. . .

— Twl He moHUMaelb! — 3akpuyana Jlapka, Tak uro Bepe npu-
IIJIOCh OTOABMHYThH TPYOKY OT yxa. — Ternepsb Bce COBEPIIEHHO
no-apyromy! Mexny HaMu BCe, BCE KOHYEHO, HE OCTaJIOCh HU-
KaKWX YYBCTB, 51 CJIOBHO BbUKKEHHasl MycThiHs! BHYTpu onuH
nernen!

— Hy-ny, — 3a6opmotana Bepa, — 4to erie 3a MEKCUKaHCKUI
cepuall. ..



— Bepka, g He Mory, IPOCTO HE MOT'Y )KHTh! — 3akpryaia Jla-
puca. — Y MeHsl BHyTpH OyATo Bce uepHmwiamu oomuto! U sta
YepHOTa BCE MOAHUMAETCS, TIOHUMAETCS, U BOT Sl TOYHO 3HAIO,
KaK TOJIbKO MEPEXJIECTHET uepe3 Kpa — 1 ympy! Buepa Houblo
NPOCHYIach — qymasia, cepaie pasopsercs! He mory OGoblie,
He Mory!

Bepa Torma He Ha mIyTKy 3a0ecrokowmsach, Benena Jlapke
OpaTh TaKCH U HEMEJIEHHO NIPUe3KaTh K HEMl.

Bririsiiena nonpyskka v mpap/a He OyiecTsie — BOJIOCHI BUCST
0e3KM3HEHHBIMU TIPSISIMHU, T71a3a KPACHBIE, KaK y KPOJIMKA, Ma-
KMsIka BOBce HeT. U Tocka B I1a3ax HEIPUTBOPHAS.

BeisicHuiocs, uro Jlapka nmbeT Kakoe-To JIEKApCTBO, HalIEH-
HOE Y MaTepu, OT HEro Jiyyllle He CTaJlo, a KaK-TO Bce Nepej I1a-
3aMH IUIBIBET, ¥ HOYBIO HE TO CIMILb, HE TO I'PE3ULIb.

Bepa npuiiiia B yxac — Tak BOOOILE CBUXHYTHCSI HEAOJTO.

JBa BeIXOAHBIX AHA Jlapucka Basisuiach Ha BeprHom nMBaHe,
OecCMBICIIEHHO SIS B CTeHy. Bepa oTMeHmna Bcex MpUxofsi-
MMX YYEHUKOB, U cama MoOosIach HAJOATO YXOAUTh M3 JIOMa.
[MoTparmia oHa 3TH JHU HA TO, YTOOBI OTHICKATh MPUJINIHOTO
Bpaya Mo HepBHBIM OOJIe3HSIM — OUYeHb el He HpaBuioch Jlapuc-
KHHO COCTOSIHUE. YK CKOJIBKO JIET OHU JIpy:KaT, CO BTOPOI'O KJiac-
ca IIKOJIBI, a HUKOTA OHA CBOIO MOIPYT'Y TAaKOU HE BUAEIA.

K Bpauy ona nortammna Jlapky OykBasibHO ciiioil. Tam onro
MYPBIKWIM UX B KaOWHETe, MOc/e Yero Bpad Jaj JOBOJbHO 00-
TEKaeMblil OTBET, YTO CTPECC — ITO OUEHb CEPHEZHO, UTO HU B KO-
€M CJIydae HeJb3s IycKaTb JEJI0 Ha CaMOTEK M 3arOHATb MO-



IIUH BHYTPb, UTO HE HYKHO COITPOTUBIISTHCSI OOTN ¥ BHITOBOPUTD
ee BCIO, a MOCJIe ITOr0 00S3aTeIbHO HAJJ0 CMEHUTh OOCTAHOBKY,
yexarh Ky/1a-HuOy/Ib XOTh Ha BpeMsl, ¥ TOT/Ia HOBbIE BIIeYATICHUS
TIOMOTYT IIPEOIOJIETh MOCNIEACTBUSA CTPECCa.

B o6mem, Hu4Yero HoBoro Bpad Bepe He cooOmuI, OTKpbLTI,
YTO Ha3blBaeTcs, AMEpUKy U3 (POPTOUKH, BO BCSAKOM Cllydae,
€ro MpeJnucaHusi BOBCE HE CTOWJIU TeX JEHET, YTO 3alPOCUII OH
32 MPUEM.

Henbru, Kcratu, npunuioch 3amiaruth Bepe. IlpaBaa, Bpau
BBITIMCAJT ellle KaKue-TO TabJNIeTKH, TOXe OYeHb TOPOTHe.

[Mocnenyronme HECKOIBKO BeuepoB OHM ¢ Jlapkou mposenu,
OECKOHEYHO TeperoBapuBasi 3Ty Uctopuio 1o Tenedony. Bepa
BCE JK€ CyMeJIa BBITOJIKATh MOAPYTY U3 JOMA, TOCKOJIbKY €11 HYXK-
HO OBLJIO paboTaTh.

Tepanusi 0cOOEHHO He MOMOraja, a OT TaOJIeTOK HAYaIoCh
y Jlapucku paccTpoiCTBO KeNyAKa, TAK YTO MPUIILIOCH IIPUEM UX
npekparuTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Bepa pemmia, 4to u npasja Ha-
710 ChE3/IUTh Ky/Ia-HUOYIb K MOPIO, aBOCh noMoskeT. Ho Typiuio
u YepHoropuio Jlapucka ormena cpa3y, paBHO Kak U Kpbim —
OHU-JIe ¢ nofenoM ['eHKol ObLIM TaM He pas, Bce OyAeT Haro-
MHUHATh O HeM, Tornaa Bepa pemmia, uro oHu noeayt Ha 1or Mra-
B117178

B TypareHTCTBE NpeIOKUIN HEAETI0 B OTeJIe HEMomaseKy
ot Heanons. [IoporoBato HelHY€, KOHEYHO, HO 3aTO MOXHO IO-
€3[UTh [0 OKPECTHOCTSIM, IIOCMOTPETh HA KPACOTHI, & HE TOJIbKO
Ha IUISDKE HEETIo BAIAThCA. Bepa Bce opraHn3oBasia, 3acTaBuIa



Jlapky npo0eskarbcsi 1o Mara3uHam U KyIUTh HOBBIN KyTaJIbHUK
U ellle pa3Hble MEJIOYH.

U Bot, KOI/Ia OHa codpasiach yxke yKJaabBaTh BEIl, O3BO-
Huia Jlapucka u. ..

Kak Tonbko Bepa yciblinana ee ronoc, Tak cpasy IOHsJIA,
YTO HUYETO XOPOIIero U3 pa3roBopa He MOTyYHUTCSI.

Jlapucka pagoctHo npoiebderaia, 4To O4eHb, OUeHb U3BUHS-
eTcsl, HO Toexath ¢ Bepoil OHa HHMKakK, Hy IPOCTO HUKAK HE MO-
KET, OTOMY YTO. ..

— C I'enkort nomupunnck? — B310xHYyna Bepa, ycibimas Jla-
PUCKHH TOJIOC, OHA TaK MPUMEPHO U Tojiaraa.

— Tol He mpencraBnsenib! — 3axieObBanach Jlapucka. —
OH MO3BOHUJI, s1 TPU pa3a cOpaceiBajia €ro HoMep, MOTOM TO-
cllasia eMy COOOIIeHre, YTOObI OH OCTABUJI MEHs B TTOKOE, YIIIEI
U3 MOEH JKU3HU, HAKOHEII, UTO s ye3Xkalo, YToObI 3a0bITh €ro Ha-
Bceraal

«Jlypa, roBopuIia xe s eid, 4ToObl He BCTyIaJla C HUM HU B Ka-
KHUE KOHTAKThI!»

— OH npuexa v JJOMWICA B IBEPb, TAK UTO COCEAKA. .. HY ThI
3Haelllb, TaKasl, BOJIOCHl Y Hee BCeraa MeJIKUM OecoM 3aBUTHI. . .
TaK BOT, OHAa BBICKOYHMJIA U OPaJia, YTO BHI30BET MOJUIHIO. . . B 00-
1IeM, MPUIIIOCh OTKPbITh. Bepka, OH MoJI3 Ha KOJIEHSIX 32 MHOM
ot camon aABepu! OH cKazall, 4TO HE YUJET, MOKa sl ero He Mpo-
ury! OH r1akas ¥ TOBOPUJI, YTO €ro KM3Hb Oe3 MeHsI HalOMUHa-
€T Mope, ToJIHOe Mejay3 U Kapakaruil! OH o0elan, 4To BEIOpo-
CUTCA U3 OKHA — IPBITHET NPsAMO cenyvac!



«['ocronm, B3pocias ke Oada... — B Tocke nymaia Bepa, or-
CTaBUB TPYOKY OT yXa, — ABA/IATh JEBTH JIET CKOPO, HY HEYkKe-
JIM OHA COBCEM He COOOpaKaeT, YTO HEeCeT. . .»

W Ttonbko ObLIO OHA XxoTena mnpepBarh JlapuckuH BoCTOp-
JKEHHBIN JIeTIeT W CIPOCUTh TMPSIMO, UTO €l-TO Terephb jesarh,
KaK Ha TOM KOHLIE TOCJIBIIAINCh BO3HS U ronoc JlapuckuHoi
Marepu:

— Jait mHe, certyac s et Bce ckaxy! Tol ciyiiaenis mensi, Be-
pa?

— Ha-a, 3apaBcTByiiTe, DnbBupa [lerpoBHa! — mpodopmoTana
Bepa, eii coBepilieHHO He XOTeNIoCh BCTynarth B Oeceny ¢ Jlapku-
HOU MaMailieil — OHa MHOTOCJIOBHA, MOKET 3a00J1TaTh HACMEPTb,
a ceituac y Bepbl cCOBcEM He TO HACTPOEHHUE.

— Bor ciymai, ciymaii! — 3aropopuiia DibBupa. — O4eHb JaB-
HO XOTeJia TeOsl CIPOCUTh — UTO Thl BCE BEPTUIIILCS BOKPYT Jla-
PMCBI, UTO Thl HE JA€Illb €1 KUThb?

— 4?7 — oroponena ot HeoxunaHHocTH Bepa. — dnbBupa I[ler-
POBHA, 4TO BHl TAKOE T'OBOpPUTE?

— 41 3Ham, uto roBopio! — nepeduia ee JlapkuHa Mamaria. —
4 naBHO 3a TOOOW HaOMOAID M Tereph CKaXy IMPsIMO: OCTaBb
Jlapucy B mokoe! Eciu y 1ebs He 3ajanach JIMYHAs KU3Hb,
9TO HE 3HAYMUT, YTO OHA JJOJKHA TPATUTh CBOE BPEMSsI HA TO, UTO-
ObI T€Os1 OTBJIEUb OT HEMPUATHOCTEH! ¥V Hee-TO ecTh IIaHC yCTPo-
UTh CBOIO CY/IbOY, a ThI €l Mellaelb!

— 4 memar? — Bepa ciierka odyxajaach ¥ 3aroBOpuIIa, 3amu-
HAsICh, IOTOMY YTO CJIOBA C TPYAOM BBICKAKMBAJIU U3 TOPTAHU: —



[Mo3BosnbTe, Jlapka cama MHE MO3BOHWIIA, OHA ObLIA B Y:KACHOM
COCTOSTHUM !

— He npeyBenmuuBai, — cyxo ckazayia DnsBupa IlerpoBHa, —
MaJio Jiui, JTOOsIIHe JTIOIU MOCCOPUINChH, BCE B KU3HU OBIBAeT.
W ecnu OBl THI HE pa3ayBajia KaKAblid pa3 U3 MyXH CJIOHA U HE OT-
roBapuBasia Jlapouky ot Bcrpeu ¢ ['eHOUKOM, HU4Yero Obl He ObI-
JI0.

— Jla 1 BOBCe He...

— Bor uro, Bepa, — B ronoce nbBUpbI NOC/BIIIANACH HE CBOM-
CTBEHHAs1 €1 paHblIe TBEPIOCTh, — ECJIA Thl CaMa HE MOHUMAEIIIb,
MOW JIOJIT, Kak JlapucuHOM MaTepu, OObSCHUTH TeOe MOJIOKEHHE
Benlerd. Thl O4eHb IJI0X0 Bauselb Ha Jlapucy, TBos opraHuye-
CKasl HeCNIOCOOHOCTh MPHBJIEKATh MYKYMH TIOHMKAET €€ CaMo-
OLIEHKY. Ei1 COBEpILIEHHO HU K YEMY CTOSAATh HA TBOMX MO3ULUAX
MakcuMaau3mal!

— Kakux nosunusx? — nopasuiach Bepa.

— Makcumammsma! TBost 6e1a B TOM, YTO ThI JKACIIh OT MYXK-
YUHBI CIIMIIKOM MHOTOrO, B JIBAJLATh JNEBATH JIET Thl KACHIb
npuHIIA Ha OesloM KoHe! A Takoro He ObIBaeT, TO €CTh IPUH-
I[bl, BOBMOKHO, ¥ OBIBAIOT, HO OHM HE OOpaIIaloT BHUMAaHUS
Ha HEKPACUBBIX CTApbIX AEB TPUALIATH JIEeT!

Oro, BOT ceryac B rojioce IIbBUPHI CIBIIINATCSA HE CBOUCTBEH-
HBII el paHee capkasM! VM Bper Beab HApOUYHO, €U MPEKPACHO
U3BECTHO, YTO Bepe Her eme TpuauaTH, €l BCEro 1Ba Mecsla
Ha3aJl UCTIOHUIIOCH aBafarh aeBsath jer! C Jlapuckoit u ['eH-
KOM B Kape XOAWIH, T€ TOra enie He MOPYyrajuch.



— Bor 4ro s ckaxy 1ede, Bepa, — nmponomkana DnbBupa, —
YK U3BUHM 32 NPSAMOTY, HO octaBb Jlapucy B nokoe! Mcuesnu
u3 ee xku3HK! MlHaue oHa HUKorja 3amyx He Bbiaer! Hukorna
He ycTpouT cBolo cynbOy! Tebe-To, MOXeT, Takasi *XU3Hb Hpa-
BUTCs, a el HeT. A ecii TeOs1 OMMHOYECTBO YK OY€Hb TSITOTHT,
TO 3aBeau cobauky. Mimm Komky.

— Cnacu6o, DmeBupa IlerpoBHa, 3a 100peiid coBeT! — Bepa
HaKOHell OTIOMHMJIACH U B3siyia ceOs1 B pyKH. — $1 HerTpeMeHHO ero
yury! A CKaxuTe 4eCTHO, 3T0 Jlapuca Bac nomnpocusia MHe Bce
9TO CKa3aTh WK Bl IO COOCTBEHHOMY TTOUUHY. ..

OTtBeToM eil ObUTM KOPOTKHUE TYIKH.

— Yepr! — kpukHysa Bepa u 6pocuiia TpyOky Ha moi. — Her,
HY KaKO€ CBUHCTBO!

Ona noxouiia 1mo KOMHare, 00XBaTHB ceOsl pyKaMu, U uepe3
HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI CMOIJIa HEMHOTO YCTIOKOUTBCH.

Her, Hy kak Bam 310 HpaButcs? OHa, BUIMTE J14, Meuaet Jla-
PUCKE YCTPOUTH JIMYHYIO KU3HB !

['oBOpst mpoiIie, TIO cJI0BaM 3TOM 3apa3bl DbBUPHL, Bepa cou-
BaeT JIapucKy € TOJIKYy — Ta BUAMT, YTO Bepa KUBET ofiHa, U CUU-
TaeT, 4TO Tak MpaBUjibHO. Jla HeT ke, DabBUpa HEOOCh lyMaer,
yto Bepa HacrpauBaer Jlapky npotus 3toro Mepsasia I'eHku,
IIOTOMY 4YTO CaMOW 3aBUJHO — Y MOOPYXKH, MOJI, KTO-TO €CTb,
a y Hee HUKOTO HeTy, TaK BOT HAJI0 Tak CHeNaTh, YTOObI y Jlapku
TOXXE HUKOTO He ObLIIO.

Ho 310 )e Bonummomas joxp! Jlapka cama no3BoHusa, Korjaa
ObL1a B HeBMeHsieMoM cocTtostHnu. Korna onn ¢ ['eHKkoil He B cco-



pe, Bepa ¢ HUMM 1 HE BUIUTCS COBCEM, IMOTOMY uTO el [ eHka
He HpaBuTcs. [IpOTMBHBIM OH, IIa3a Harjble, U BCE MOCMEUBA-
€TCsl, a elIe HOPOBUT TO YIIMIIHYTh, TO HUIENHYTh. [Ipuuem uc-
KJIIOUMTEJIbHO U3 BPEHOCTH, ITOTOMY UYTO KaK-TO, B IOJIUTHUH,
BbICKa3aJl Bepe, uTo Takue, Kak OHa, €ro COBEPILIEHHO HE UHTe-
pecyiot. ['oHOpy MHOrO, a TonKy Maso. Cama, Mo, YyBBIpJIa, OT-
BOPOTSICh HE HAIJISAAETHCSA, a caMa U3 ceOs1 HeIOTPOTy CTPOMT.

Xorena Bepa Torga eMy nmo mMopae JBUHYTh, Ja MOCTECHS-
JIach CKaH/AJ B IMyOJIMYHOM MECTE YCTpauBaTh. A IMOTOM Clielia-
JIa BUJI, 9TO 3a0bLj1a mpo 3710, ['eHKa-TO U, mpaB/ia, HAaBepHSIKA 3a-
ObLJ1, IOTOMY YTO 3/I0POBO MbsIHBIN ObLI TOrA. A Bepa crapanach
¢ Jlapuckoii 6e3 Hero oOmatbesa. M toraa, Ha AeHb POXKICHUS,
no3Bajia ee onHy. Jlymana, nocuasr B kage, modonraior. bosb-
IIyI0 KOMITAHHIO 3BaTh HE COOMPAJIach, 1a, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS,
Y HET Y Hee CTOJIbKO Jpy3er. Y3 moapyr ocranack onHa Jlapuc-
Ka, CO BTOpPOro KJjacca Jpyxuiu. Jla, Ternepp, moxoxe, aApy:xoa
BpO3b. ..

Her, Hy HamI0CTh Kakas Co CTOPOHBI 3TOU DbBUPHI [leTpoB-
Hel! Benp B aT0T pa3 Jlapucka cama HaBsizaiack Bepe co cBo-
umu npodrnemamu! [IBa aHs y Hee mpoBaisiiach, Bepe npu-
IIUIOCh BCEX YYEHUKOB OTMEHUTh! A IEHEKKU, MEKAY MPOUrM,
et He mmHue. Tem Oosiee UTO 3a Bpava U JIEKapCTBA HEXUITYIO
cymMMy Toxe Bepa ormana. 3a To M nosyumia mo MOJHOM Ipo-
rpamme. U Hano xe, Bpoae Obl MaMariia y JIapku: JkeHIHa BeCh-
Ma HeJajiekasi, 3amoyioiHasi 1 OoMTIvMBasi, a TYT — HaTe BaM,
BCE M3JI0KMJIA Kak 1o nmucaHoMy! OTKyza TOJIBKO YTO B3SUIOCH!



Ho BOT e1ie Bompoc — 4To Tenepp Aesarh ¢ MyTeBKOM?

HeGochb ecni BepHYTh, TO HE IPUMYT, & €CJIHM IPUMYT, TO Jie-
Her U MOJIOBUHY Ha3ajl He Moyyuuilb. Beero-To 1Ba Hs ocTa-
Jock 110 BbuleTa. .. Ox, Hy 10 4ero xe Bce oHu Bepe Hamoenu!

Bepa mpoBopouanach monHour Oe3 CHa, MPUKUIBIBAS Tak
v vtak. U Bce nmomyyasnoce 1m10xo. bpocuts Bee, Kak ecTb, U 3a-
ObITh 3Ty UcTOpHIo? 7Kasko neHer Ha myTeBKy. 3a0path y Jlapku
9Ty YEPTOBY MYTEBKY M MO3BaTh KOro-HUOY b ¢ codoii? B pupme,
KOHEYHO, BCE YCTPOSIT ¢ MUHMMAJIbHBIMU MOTEPSIMU, UM TOXE
BBITOZIHO, YTOOBI MecTO He mycTroBajio. Ho 6ema B Tom, uto Bepe
COBEPIIIEHHO HE K KOMY 00patuThcs. M BRIXOMUT, 4TO Mep3Kas
Jlapknna mamaina npaBa, Bepa onuHOKa, HET y Hee HE TOJIbKO
OJIM3KOTO MYKYMHBI, HO U TIPOCTO JIpy3el-TIpusiTesen.

Cron! Bepa Bckouniia ¢ KpOBaTH M BBICYHYJIACh B OTKPBITOE
OKHO, MPUKPHIBIIUCH 3aHABECKOW. XOJOAHBI OCEHHUI BO3IyX
IIOMOT, OTPE3BUJI €€, OHA YCIIOKOWJIACh, U MBIC/IM, KOTOpPbIE OHA
rHasa ot ceOs, ynum. He coBceM ymuim, mpocTo yIIbUU B TITY-
OuHY, Kak ppIObl. Bepa BepHynach B OCTeNb M 3aCHYJA.

A yTpoM, KOTOpOe, Kak U3BECTHO, MyJIpeHee Beuepa, OHa pe-
mmia jererb B Heanons. Yto, B camom nene, us-3a Jlapucku
Y MyTeBKa MpomnajeT. A 3a Hee, MeX/y MPOUYUM, JIEHbI'M Tlaye-
HBI. MOXeT, KOMy-TO Bce paBHO, a Bepa He 60JIbHO MHOTO 3apa-
OaTbIBaeT, ISl Hee 3Ta CymMMa cyliecTBeHHas. K Tomy ke oHa
ye JIOrOBOPWJIach C yUeHUKaMu, ocBoOoaua cebe Heleo, Te-
niepb BCe MeH:ATh, uTo J? M BceM OOBSICHATH, YTO OHA HE TI0-
exaJia B OTIYCK, ¥ Bce OyAyT CIIpaIuBaTh, IOYEMY.



MoOXHO, KOHEYHO, 3aTaUThCs U JIeaTh BUJL, UTO yJIeTena, a Te-
nedoH oTkounTh. Ho moToM, Korjga u mpapja MOHAJTOOUTCS
B OTITYCK, YK€ HE OTIPOCUIIIbCA. ONSATh K€ IEHbIM, CKOJIBKO OHA
norepsieT 3a 3ty Henemo? Her, Hamo niereth cerduac. Xopoluo,
YTO MyTeBKa y Jlapucku, v naTusia oHa 3a Hee cama, BOT IyCKai
YTO XOUYET C HeW U JenaeT, a Bepa Huuero He 3Haer. Eciu cripo-
cAT B Typdupme nipo Jlapucky, OHa TOJILKO IJIeYaMu MOXKMET —
KaKHe K Hel JIMYHO MpPEeTeH3Un?

Crnenyroume aBa JHA NPOIUIM B XJIONOTax, Bepa pacnpoina-
JIaCh C MOCTICHUMHU YYeHUKAMU, coOpasia Bell U PaHO YTPOM
OTOBLJIA B a9POIOPT, OCTABUB KJIIOUM coceke 30e MuxaiioB-
He, KoTopasi Jpyx)uia erie ¢ 6abynkoi U MosToMy B3siiach Be-
py orekatb. CTapyiiika oHa ObliIa HEPOTHBHASI, HO Bce ke Bepy
3Ta OrneKa HeCKoIbKO Tarotwia. Ho nHorga, BOT Kak B JAHHOM
cllyJae, MoJie3HO ObUIO MMETh BEPHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

Bepa oTHecna ele cocesike /Ba IIBETKa, OCTaBIIMeECs OT Oa-
OyIIIKU, — CTOJIETHUK W TOJICTSIHKY.

KBaprtupa ee Oblia Ha IEpBOM 3Take, JIETOM CBET 3aropaxku-
BaJIM KYCTHl U JIEPEBbs, TAK YTO BBDKUBAIU TOJBKO HEMPUXOT-
JIMBbIE CYKKYJeHThl. Bepa xpaHuna 1BeTsl B namsth o 6adyi-
Ke, Ta ke 3051 MuxaiiioBHa repefasia e 3Ty mpocs0y. A motom
NpUBBIKJIA K HUM. [[BeThl 4yBCTBOBaIIM ceOsl HETIIIOXO, 305 TO-
BOpHJIA, U4TO OA0YIIIKa MPUCMATPUBAET 32 HUMU CBEPXY.

B asporopry 6b1710, Kak Bceraa, IyMHO W MHOTOJTIOHO. Be-
pa 6e3 Tpyna Haluia CBOW peiic, OWeTsl y Hee ObUIM Ha pyKax,



a B TypdupMe CKa3aliu, 4YTO UX NPEeACTABUTEIND ITOSIBUTCS TOIBKO
B Heanone, no Uranuu, Mo, camu JOJETUTE.

B camornere Bepa Hamuia cBoe MecTo U cena, yOpaB KypTKY
HaBepX.

— Kakue monu! — ycnplimana oHa.

Ha mecTo psiom ¢ Hel IUTIOXHYJICS HEBBICOKMU, PBIXJIOBATBIN
Y HePSAIUIMBBIA MYKHMYOK CaMOTO HEeTpe3eHTa0eIbHOTO BU/IA.

— Bl He ommOauch? — cpocuiia OHa ¢ TAHHOW HaJlekKI0U. —
9710 Bailie Mecto?

— Pazymeercs, Bor! — OH norpsAc nocagoyHbIM TaJIOHOM. —
Cemuaguars B, kak pa3 moe. Tak 4To JaBall 3HAKOMUTbHCS, S —
Apcenui.

Tak-Tak, 3HaUUT, Kak 00bIYHO Bepe mosesiio ¢ coceiom, OyieT
Tenepb BA3aThCS BCIO IOPOTY.

— B Heanone netuib, — OH HE CIPOCWII, @ KOHCTaTUPOBAJ
(paxT, — O MyTEBKE, A 3HAIO.

[MockonbKy mpsIMOTO BOIIpOCa B €ro clioBax He ObuIo, Bepa
cousia 3a JIyyilee MpoMonyars. MyXKHUYOK, 0:KMJasi, HABEPHOE,
C €€ CTOPOHBI aXOB M OXOB, OTKY/la OH 3HA€T W KaK J0rajajcs,
Pa304apoOBaHHO B3OXHYJI. 3aT€M CHOBA TPUOOOAPHIICS U OLJIsA-
nen Bepy npuctanbHO, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, Kak OyATO OlIEHUBAs.

OHa xoTena npsiMo CIPOCUTh, C YEr0 3TO OH TaK YCTABUJICH,
HO CHOBa MPOMOJTYaJia. A MMPOTHUBHBIN TUIT XMBIKHYJI, U BbIpaxe-
HUE JIMIa Yy Hero OblJI0 — MOJI, HIYEro OCOOEHHOr0, HO YTO Jie-
JIaTh, BHIOUPATh HE TIPUXOAUTCS.

— Te6s1 Bepoii 30ByT, 1 3Ha10, — CKa3aj oH, U Toraa Bepa Ha-



KOHEI[ Aorajanack. 3HauuT, Jlapucka Bce-Taku cymesna npucTpo-
UTh CBOIO TIYTEBKY, U BMECTO Hee Oy/IeT Tenepb BOT TOT KO3ell.
[Tpuyem HeOOCH Bce pacckazania npo Bepy. U ator... Kak ero...
ApCeHuI CYMTAET CBOUM JI0JITOM JEPKAThCS C HEM KakK C JaBHEN
3HAKOMOM, TO €CTh IT0-XaMCKH.

— IIpocrure. .. — mOCHBIIIANICS PSAAOM HEYBEPEHHBIN rOJIOC, —
BbI HE MOTJIM Obl TOMEHATHCS cO MHOM MecTamu? TyT uepes rpo-
X0l MOsI 3HAKOMasi, Mbl CIIy4allHO BCTPETHJIKCh... MOE MECTO
B KOHIIE CaJIOHa, & OHA HE MOXET JIeTaTh 331, TaM JIyIIHO. ..

Bepa nogHsAna ronoBy, Ha ApCeHMSA CMOTPET HEMOJIOAOH
MYXYMHA ¢ OOPOIKOH.

— Her, 51 He xouy Ha3aj! — pe3ko ckazan Apcenuil. — Uto Bo3-
Jie TyajeTa-ToO MasiTbCsl. ..

— 41 ¢ Bamu OMeHsIIOCh! — HEOKUAAHHO TSI ceOsi ckas3ana Be-
pa. — Pa3 yx BaM Tak HYXHO...

N nockopee Bctana, He 1A Ha ApceHust. ToT BbIHYX/IEH
OBUI ee MpoIycTUTh. KeHIMHA Yepe3 Mmpoxoy Onarogapuia ee
OT JIyIIH, MYKYHMHA YJIBIOHYJICSI, OTYETO IMOMOJIOZIEN Ha HECKOJTb-
KO JieT. Tak-To OoH ObUT HEMOJIOZ, ONUPAJICS Ha MaJKYy.

Bepa nopxBaruiia cBOM BEIM U yIIUIA B KOHEll cajloHa. Mecto
psiioM ¢ Helt ObuT0 cBOOOIHO. OHa cela 1 3aKpblia 171a3a, YTOObI
HE BUJIETh MEJIbKABIIIMX MUMO CTIOApIIECC.

CamorieT BBIpYJIMIJI Ha B3JIET, 3aT€M PA30THAJCSA U OTOpBaJI-
cs OT 3eMJId. Bepa BbICylIajla MHCTPYKTaX CTIOApAECCH U Ha-
MyTCTBUE KOMaHIMpa KOpaoiis, Tociie 4ero cooupanach 3aCHyTb.
Oma yxacHO ycTasia 3a MocyIe/IHIe HECKOIbKO JHEH 1 ooderana



ce0e, 4TO 3Ty Heemo OyleT MpocTo oTAbxath. Ho coH He e,
a BMECTO HEro MPHIIUIA MBICITH O TOM, KaK K€ TaK MOJTy4IUsIOCh,
4TO OHA, Bepa, okazanach COBEpIIIEHHO OTHA B 11€JIOM MUPE, OfI-
Ha, XOTsI BOKPYI' MHOJKECTBO JIIOfIed. A y Hee HeT HUKOT'O, COBEP-
IIEHHO HUKOTO Onu3koro. Hu Myka, Hy JII0OOBHUKA, HU OJTM3KO-
ro JIpyra, HU pouuTesied, Hu OpaTheB-cectep, HU moApyr. beuia
y Hee OJTHa TOIpyTa, JIa BOT MOJIy4YaeTcsl, YTo U ee Terepb He CTa-
HET. ..

3a 06a OHst 00 cenmsOPbLCKUX U0, 8 200 KOHCYabcmea Jlyuust
Kopneauss Henoma u Keunma Knaeous lleouuusi, a npoute 2o-
80PS, 8 UECMbCOM BOCLMUOECMOM 200y Om ocHoéaHus Puwa,
Bonvwoii yupx o6vin nonon 3pumeneii. boavue cma moicsiu ueno-
6K CUOENO HA CKAMBSX UUPKA 8 OHCUOGHUU OOSI 21aA0Uamopos.
Boavue cma muicsu uenosex npeosKyuiano smo Kposagoe 8ap-
eapcikoe 3peauue.

Jlyumne mecma Ha CKAMbSIX YUPKA 3AHUMANU PUMCKUE NANT-
PUUUU U BCAOHUKU CO CEOUMU KAUEHMAMU, 3HAMHbIE MAmpo-
Hbl U DO02amovle BONbHOOMNYUACHHUKY, OMKYNUWUKU U MEHSNbI,
Oozamvle KYnuvl U 3HAMHblE UHOCMPAHYbL, npuexasuiie 8 Beu-
HbIIL 20p00 CO 8CEX KOHUO8 MUpA. Imu mecma 3aparee 3aHUMA-
AU 0Nt D02aMbIX U 3HAMHBIX 3pUmeneli YUPKoavle HCYUKU — HU-
uue 6e30eNbHUKU U NPOLIOOXU, KOMOPble SMUM PEMECAOM 3apa-
bamvleanu Ha HCU3Hb, NPUXOOSL 8 UUPK 3400120 00 npeocmaene-
HUSL U NOMOM YCmynasi C0U Mecma 3a 08a-mpu CeCmepyusi.

Ho u me, y k020 He ObLAO MUWHUX OeHez HA Ay4ue mecma,



HU4YmMb He paccmpausanicb no smomy nosooy. Ilycmo ux mecma
ObLAU He MAaK YOOOHbBL, HO U OHU MO2AU HACAAOUMbCSL KPOBABLIM
3penuem, 3pesUem uyrcozo Cmpaoarust U CMepmu.

Lupx 6b1n noaoH — pemecaeHHUKU U HUUfue, opoosuue Kome-
OUaHmMol U YauuHvle MAaHUoBUUYbL, MEAKUe MOP2O08Ybl U NOKPbL-
mule Wpamamu N1e2UOHEPbl, YUACHHUKU BOEHHBIX KAMNAHULL NPO-
WNBIX 1em, WYMHO 00CYHCOa npedcmosiuiee 3peauie, CpasHu-
64U OOCMOUHCIMBA 3HAMEHUMbBIX 21A0UAMOopPo8, 0eNalld Cmae-
KU.

Cpeou 3pumeneli cHo8aau wycmpwvle PasHOCUUKU, NPOOAsUbl
fNeneutex, NUPOHCKO8 ¢ mpedyxoll U HcapeHvix 60008, CONEHOT Pbl-
Obl U 0pexos, deulesozo KUCA020 BUHA U NPOCMOIL 800bL.

— 9ii, noou crooa! — OKAUKHYA PAZHOCUUKA BUHA MYHICUUHA
8 C86eMAOM naauie ¢ 3eneHoli nonocoli no kpaio. Ilo ezo eneuine-
MY 8UOY ObLAO SCHO, UIMO UEN0BEK OH He OeOHblI, XOms CUOUM
He Ha ayuuem mecme.

— Cuto cekyHoy, 6:1a20pOoOHbIL 20CNOOUH! — OMKAUKHYACSL BU-
HOMOopezosey, NPOMUCKUBASCL MedHCOY 3pumensamu. — Bom own s!
H3zeonvme, y mens camoe ayuuiee myckynanckoe euno!

On Hayeoun euHa 8 2AUHSIHbIL CIAKAHYUK, NOOAN KAUEHIY.

Tom npuzyoun, NOMOPUUNCSL:

— Kucasmuna! Yuemouii ykcyc!

— Kasnyco baxycom, smo ayuwee myckynrarckoe! — 60cun-
Cs1 mopeoeel, gblmapauue kapue 2aasa. — Ymoo mers nodxcpanu
O0eMOHbl npeucnoouetl, exceau s epy!

— Bpeww, epews, pazooiinux! — Kauenm ycmexuyacs. —Jlaomo,



s6om mebe cecmepuuii!

— He zpex 6b1 0obasumyv! — Pasnocuuk 02a510eacst no cmopo-
HAM, HAKAOHUACS U HE3AMEMHO GAONCUN 8 PYKY KAUEHMA CAO-
JHICEHHDILL BUemBepo KAOUOK Nnepeamenma.

['haza pumasiHubna 6CNbIXHYAU, OH ONACAUBO OCMOMPENCS,
CRpSIMAn 3aNUCKY 8 CKAAOKAX moezu, xomen 0blao Ymo-mo cKa-
3amv BUHOMOP20BUY, HO MO20 U CAe0 NPOCMbLA.

Buezanno no ecemy uupky npoKamuauch pyKONAeCKAHUsi
U NPUBEMCMBEHHble 8032/1ACbl, NOCNENEHHO NPeEPAMUBUILECS]
8 02NYUUMENbHBII 2Yn — MO 3pUment NPUGeMcmeo8a no-
aeusmuxcs KOHcyn08. OHU WAl 8 OKpYdiceHuu Opy3ell U KAueH-
moe. Bnepedu sviuazusan Jlyuuti Koprneauii Henom, kak écezoa
Mpaunblil u Hepazeosopuueslii, 3a Hum — Keunm Kaaeouii 1]edu-
Wuii, NOAHASL €20 NPOMUBONONONHCHOCHbL — OaNaYp U KPpACHOOAl,
OH UMO-MO PACCKA3bIBAN MONOHCABOMY CEHAMOPY.

Koncynwl u ux cnymuxu pacceaucs, u pacnopsouniens noodan
CUZHAN K HAYANY NPeOCmABAEHUSL.

Bopoma kamep omkpwiauce, U KONOHHA 221A0UAMOpo8 Obicm-
PbIM ULA2OM BbIUNAA HA APEHY.

Cekymopbl ¢ KOPOMKUMU MeUAMU-2AAOUYCAMU U OONbULU-
MU NPAMOY2ONBHBIMU WUMAMU, PEMUAPUL, BOOPYIHCEHHBLE NUULL
mpe3youem, KUHHNCAAOM U CEemblo, KOMOPOU OHU OONNCHbL Obl-
AU ONYMAmMs C80€20 NPOMUBHUKA, 20NAOMAXU 8 CIMEe2AHbIX Na-
PYCUHOBBIX NAHUUPSIX, C OAUHHBIM NPIMbIM MEUOM U OONLULUM
WUMOoM Ne2uoHepa, PPaKUiiubl ¢ KPUSLIMU KOPOMKUMU MeUdMU,
6 waemax oe3 3aopana, aHoadamol, KOMopbsle 80 8PeMsi Cpadice-



HUsL HA0e8aNU WNeMbl C 3a0panom 6e3 npope3seli 015 2143 U cpa-
AHCANUCH OpY2 C OPY2OM BCAENYIO, UCNONBL3YSL MOALKO CAYX.

["naouamopul 06x00unu apery noo 2pomKue NOOWPUNENbHbLE
KDUKU 3pDUMeneii.

Hecmompsi ha mo umo ckopo um npeocmosino cpaircamvcs
opye ¢ OpYeoM, A MHOZUM U3 HUX — NOZUOHYMb CMPAULHOL CMep-
Mbl0, NOKA OHU CNOKOUHO Nepezosapusaniicsb, 00Cy#coa 3HaKo-
MbIX 2emep U pe3yabmanuvl NOCAEOHUX CKAUEK.

Iopasuseuiuco ¢ mem mecmom, 20e cudenu KOHCYAbl, 2Aa0uUa-
Mopbl OCMAHOBUAUCH, BLICIPOUNUCS 8 POGHYIO KOAOHHY U NO KO-
Manoe AaHUCMbL OPYHCHO BOCKAUKHYAU.!

— IIpusem éam, 6nazopooHvie mydicu!

Jlyyuii Kopneauti Henom npomonuan, Keunm Kaaeouii Lleou-
UULE NPUNOOHSIACS U 000OPUMENLHO NPOOBOPUN:

— Monoouwt! Xopowu!

IIpoyeccus 2raduamopos ooouina 6cio apemy u cHO8A CKpbl-
NACb 34 BOPOMAMU KAMED.

Ha apene ocmaauce moavko 0ea 6oiiya, Komopolm npeocmo-
10 Hauamv cpadicerue: paxkuel; u pemuapuil.

Bocnonvzosasuucy mem, umo 6ce 3pumenu nO2a0uleHul yée-
KAMeAbHbIM 3PeNUulem, MYMCUUHA 8 CEEMAOM NAAUE C 3eNeHOl
noAocoli 00cman 0OpvIBOK nepzamenma, Komopblii nepeoan emy
Mope2oeel; BUHOM, U OCHOPONCHO PA3BEPHY €20.

Ha nepzamenme 6v110 Hauepmano 6cezo HECKONbKO CAO8:

«Ilocne mpemveii cmpadicu, 6 magepte «Kabarnwvs 2on06a» 603-
se xpama I'epmeca Jluoutickozo».



Myoicuuna cnpsiman 3anucky u cman creoums 3a Kpoeasvim
npeocmasLeHuem.

O He 3amemun, Ymo 3a HUM CAMUM C 8EPXHE20 PO CUOEHULL
creoum cymynwiil Uen08ex 8 HAOBUHYMOM HA 21a43a4 KAntOUOHe.

Ilpocaedué 3a myxcuunoli 8 c6emaom naauie ¢ 3eAeHol no-
N0COT, UeN08€eK 8 KanioutoHe NOKUHYA UUPK U NOCNEUUN 8 2pA3-
Hblll U MHOZOMOOHBLI palion nozaou 3Hamenumoi Mamepmun-
CKOIlL MIOPbMbL.

30ech 6 Yoo2UX XUIHCUHAX U 8 NPOCTBIX 3EMASAHKAX IOMUMUCH
MOWEHHUKU U 80pbl, HUWUE U HAeMmHble YOuliybl — 8eCb Mom
cOpoO, KOMoOpo20 x6amaent 8 A0OOM OONLULOM 20PO0E.

Yenosex 6 kanouione uwen no YysKkomy nepeyaxy, Yyeopavued-
SICb OM NOMO€eB, KOMopbvle 8bLAUBANU NPAMO U3 OKOH, KAK 80pYe2
Hascmpeuy emy NOnAAUCh 080€ MEeCmHbIX obumameneii — 300-
POBEHHbILI O0HO2AA3blI 6EP3UNA 8 NOHOULEHHOM B0€HHOM NAAULE
U MOACMbILL KOPOMBUUKA 8 2PSA3HOL MYHUKeE.

— Ilocmoii-ka, 0oOpelil uenoeek, — 0b6pamuacs eep3una K npo-
Xooicemy, — MHe cOaemcs, Ymo mol — He U3 MECMHbIX dcumeneri!
Yezo mui 30eco uwents ? Ilpuxarouenuii?

— Yezo Obl OH 30ecb HU UCKAN, — 6CMYNUN 8 PA32080P KOPO-
MulUKd, — OH U, NPaeoa, He 30eUHULl, d MO 3HAUUN, UMO OH
0019ICEH 3anAamume NOWLAUHY 3a NPOXOO Uepe3 Hauu 81aoeHus!

— Bom eac-mo 5 u uckan, — npo2o8opua uenoex 8 Kanioulo-
He, — 8bl MHe U HYICHBL, MONOOUUKU.

— Tot Hac uckan? — Bep3uny s6HO yousun makoii omeem. —



3auem dnce?

— He 3anusaii! — nepebun ezo kopomvuuxa. — Buoume au,
OH Hac uckan! Imom wgezonv xouem nepexumpums HAc u omoe-
aamwcs 6e3 nouwtaunwvt! /la monvko Huuezo y Hezo He goliidem!.. —
C IMUMU CAOBAMU OH CXBAMUANCSL 30 OYOUHKY.

— Ilocmoiime, monooupwt! /latime mue ckazamo mo, paou uezo
5 npuuten, U Yeepsiio 8ac — bl OCMAHENeC 0080AbHbL!

— Iocaywaem ezo, — Muponiobuso npeosodcun 6ep3und, —
6ce pasHo OH HUKYOa om Hac He yiidem!

Yenosek 6 kantouore nooouten baudxzce K 2POMUNAM U 302080~
PUN, NOHU3UE 2010C.

Bepa ouHynach OT Mbic/ield B CBOEM HOMEpe Ha JOBOJIbHO
HEeyJOOHOW KpOBaTh. BhIJIO *KapKo, IOTOMY YTO KOHAMIIMOHEP
padoTas BHOJCHIBL. A €ClTi BKJIIOYUTH HA TIOJHYIO MOIIHOCTD,
TO Oy/IeT OYEeHb IITYMHO, HE 3aCHElllb.

Bort u Bce, uTo 3actaBmio ee 1nojieteTh B Heanonb. B koHne
KOHIIOB, HUYETO TAaKOro CTPAIIHOrO He ciayuymiock, B Hearonp
Bce-Taku, He Ha Kombimy. MoxHO ObUTO OBl HArJIeBaTh HA UIM-
oTKy JlapucKky, HacTymawIIylo Ha Te ke Ipadiu C YIOPCTBOM,
JOCTOMHBIM JIy4IIIero IpUMMEHEeHHUs], a TaKXkKe Ha €€ XaMCKYI0 Ma-
Mally 4 IpoCTO OTIOXHYTb. Mope, CONHIIe, KpyroM Takas Kpa-
cota... He nymarb HM O 4yeM, a MPOCTO BOMUTHIBATh ITO BCE.
Ho Bce ucnoptun 3tot ypon Apcenmid. [Ipuctan kak OaHHBIN
7mcT, a Bepa He Haruia B cebe MyKecTBa Moc/aTh ero mojasibiie.
EcTp Takue JIoiu — 94TO UM HU TOBOPH, BCe O€3 TOJIKY, OHU CUH-



TalOT Takyio Oeceny (IUPTOM, MPU3HAIOT TOJIBKO IPyoOyIo CHITY.
Hy, He mpaTbcs e ¢ HUM, B CAMOM JieJie, JIIOAN KPyroM, Heyno0-
HO BCE-TaKH. ..

Bepa Bcrana, BBIKIIOYMJIA KOHJUIIMOHEP, OT KOTOPOIO
BCE PAaBHO He OBbUIO HUKAKOM MPOXJIa/Ibl, M OTKPbLJIa OKHO. B KOM-
Hare cpasy CTaJlo Jierye JbIIaTh.

Kaxk HU cTpaHHO, Mocie TakuX IPyCTHBIX MbIciel Bepa noutu
cpa3sy 3acHyJa.

Eil cHuIMCh Kakue-TO OECCBSI3HBIE, OTPHIBOUHBIE CIOKETHI.
To ona 6ponuia Mo KAKOMY-TO ITYMHOMY, MHOTOJTIOTHOMY PbIH-
KY, HO JIIOJJ BOKPYT Hee TOBOPWJIM Ha HE3HAKOMOM SI3bIKE U OJIe-
Thl ObUIM CTPAHHO — B JUIMHHBIE CBET/IblE TUIAIIM, 3aKOJIOThIe
Ha IJleye, WK B JUIMHHbIE pyOaxu W3 ceporo JibHa. B mamsTu
BCIUIBUIA CJIOBA — TOTa, TYHUKA, KOTOpblE Mpou3HocHiIa JIxKy-
JIbETTa, ellle KaKue-To MOy3a0bIThie CI0Ba U3 UCTOprHu [IpeBHe-
r'o MHpa.

Bo cHe kTO-TO mOTpOHYJNCS A0 ee mieda, Bepa oOepHynach
Y YBUJIEJA Y€JIOBEKA B TEaTPAJIIbHOM TParn4eckou Macke, ¢ Ie-
PEKOILIEHHbIM CTPaJJaHUEM PTOM U ITyCThIMU INIA3HULIAMM. . .

[lorom eil CHUJIOCH, YTO OHA CUJUT HA KAMEHHOH CKambe
OrpoMHOro amdurearpa, Cpead ThICAY TaKMX K€ 3pUTEsIeH,
a BHU3Y, Ha apeHe, Ha 3aJIMTOM KPOBBIO MIECKE JIBE IPYIIIIbI JIIOAEH
B OKPOBaBJICHHBIX OPOH30BBIX JIOCIIEXaX HACMEPTh OBIOTCS IPYT
¢ npyrom. M cHOBa KTO-TO JOTPOHYJICA C33U [10 €€ Iuieya.

Ona oOepHyJach ¥ yBUzesIa Ha CIIEYIONIel CKaMbe YeIOBeKa
B TPAarn4eckoil Macke, C YepHbIMU [TPOBaJIaMy [JIa3HMIL. . .



[Mocne sToro 6yATO HE3PUMBIN peKUCCEpP OMATH CMEHWI Jie-
KOpAaL1K1, CMOHTUPOBAJI HOBBIY 3MU307, (PUJIbMA.

Tenepy Bepe cHUIOCH, YTO OHAa MJET MO Y3KUM Mepeysikam
JpEeBHEro ropojia, Ky/1a-To CIIENIUT, a 32 CIIMHOW y Hee pa3JaloTcs
Hacturaoime ee mard. OHa 1mia Bce ObIcTpee, e/iBa He Oexala,
HO IIIaT¥ 3 CITUHON HEOTBPATUMO MPUOINKAIINCH, CTAHOBUJIVCH
BCE TPOMUE, OTJIABASICh T'YJIKUM 9XOM OT CepPbhIX KAMEHHBIX CTEH,
Bepa yxe 0T4eTNIMBO crbliiaia IIyMHOE, X PUTLIOE JIbIXaHHe Mpe-
crnenoBatenis. B ee myrie Hapactas cTpax, M OHa 3Hajla TOJNBKO
OJTHO — HH B KOEM CJTy4yae Hellb3si 000paunBaThCs. . .

Briepeau oHa yBuena aBepb.

3a 3701 ABepbio ObLIA HAJEekK/1a, CIIACEHME. . .

Bepa Opocunachk Brepen W MpUHSIIACH KOJIOTHTh B JIBEDH,
B KPOBb pa30MBast KOCTSIIIKY MAJbIEB.

— OTkpoiiTe! — 3aKpryaIa OHa CPbIBAIOLIMMCS, KAJTKUM IOJIO-
coM. — Briycrurte mens!

JIBepb He OTKpbIBaJIaCh, HUKTO HE OT3bIBAJICS HA €€ OTYasiH-
HYI0 MOJIbOY O TTOMOIIIH, & MPeciiefoBaTelb YKe HACTUT ee, TI0-
JOI1IeJT BIUIOTHYIO, JOTPOHYJICS PYKOH JI0 ee muieya.

Bepa He Bbiepikasia, 00epHyIach — M CHOBA YBUjIeNa 32 CIU-
HOWM YeJioBeKa B TPArnuyecKoM TeaTpaJibHOM MacKe, M CHOBa
MpauHasi ThMa CMOTpEJIa Ha Hee U3 YePHbBIX MTPOBAJIOB [IA3HMUII. . .

Brutn elie Kakue-1o CHbI, OECCBSI3HBIE U AYIIHbIE, KaK Kap-
Kas 10)KHasi HOUb, HO B KaK/IOM CHE PaHO WJIM TIO3[IHO MOSIBIISI-
Cs TOT K€ YeJIOBEeK B TeaTpasibHOM Tparmveckor mMacke. B Tear-
paJIbHON MacKe ¢ TEeMHBIMU, TYCTHIMU MTPOBAJIAMHU T[JIA3HUII.



W Bapyr Ha KpyTOM MOBOPOTE OUEPETHOTO CHA OHA MPOCHY-
Jach — Pe3KO, BHE3AITHO, C MEPECOXIIUM PTOM M CHJIBHO Oblo-
mumMcs cepateM. [IpocHynack, pa30ykeHHast KAKUM-TO 3BYKOM.

Oma nekaia B IOCTENIM Ha BJIQKHBIX COMBIIMXCSI TPOCTBIHSX
Y TPUCITYIIUBAIACH K HOYHOH THUIIIHE.

B xomHare ObIO TEMHO-TEMHO, Kak B moazemenbe. Hasep-
Hoe, HeOO OBUIO 3aTSHYTO 00JaKaMH, YKPBIBIIMMH JIYHY OT TIO-
CTOPOHHUX TI71a3. B OTKpBITOE OKHO CTpyWJICS HOYHOHM BO3IYX,
MIPOMUTAHHBIN APOMATaMU I0KHBIX TPAB C COJIOHOBATBHIM MIPUBKY-
COM HOYHOT'0 Mopsl. B oTaanenuu ciplancs TMXUi, yMUPOTBO-
PSIOIIMI 1IIYM BOJIH, TOXOKHUI1 HA POBHOE JIbIXaHUE CIISIETO Be-
JIMKaHa.

Ho Bepa npucinymmBanach HE K 3TOMY [AJEKOMY IIyMy,
a K 3ByKam B CBOEHl KOMHare, MOTOMY YTO UMEHHO 3TU 3BYKHU
pa3Oyauu ee.

CHauaJia OHa HUYEro He CIIbIIIaja U yke Hayasla yCroKauBaTh-
cs1, MoJyMaJa, uTo CTpaHHbI 3BYK el nnpucHuJcs. [lepen ee ra-
3aMU yke 3aMeNbKajIM SIpKUe MATHA U MOJIOChI, TOCTENEHHO Ipe-
Bpallasch B KAPTUHBI HA/IBUTAIONIETOCS CHA, KaK BIIPYT OHA CHO-
Ba OTYETJIMBO YCJBIIIANA TOT XKe 3BYK, KOTOPBIH ee pa3Oyaul.

B ee komHaTe KTO-TO ObUI, U TETEPh 3TOT KTO-TO MEIEHHO
niepe/IBUTajcs B TEMHOTE.

CHa Kak He ObIBaJIO.

Bepa cena B KpoBaTH, HANPsKEHHO BCMATPUBASICh U BCITYIIIU-
BasiChb B TeMHOTY. Eli MOKa3asiock, 4TO OHA pasrisijesia CMyTHBIN
YEJIOBEYECKUM CHIIY3T BO3JIE MIKada.



STOT CHITYIT 4yTh 3aMETHO NIEPEMECTHJICS — M TYT K€ pas3Jai-
Cs €Ba CJIBIILIHBIA CKPHUIL.

STO NPUOTKPBUIACH ABeplia mKada.

BepuHo ropiio nepexBaTuiio OT cTpaxa.

B kKoMHate KTo-T0 ObUI, KTO-TO PBUICS B €€ Belllax. . .

B 310 Bpems siyHa BbIIIUIa M3-32 00JIAKOB, U ee ONeqHbIl 00-
JIe3HEHHBIH CBET MPOHUK B BepuHy KOMHaTy.

CepeOpucto-rony0Ooii Jyd BBICBETUJ TYCKJIOE MSATHO BO3JIE
mkacda, u Bepe nokasanochk, 4To OHA CIUT, CIIAT ¥ BUIUT CTPAIll-
HBIA COH.

[ToTomy 4YTO MATHO, OCBELIEHHOE JTYHHbIM CBETOM, OKa3aJ10Ch
CTpAITHOW TeaTpajibHOM MacKOW U3 €€ CHa.

Bepa, 3agpixasce oT yxkaca, BIJIse/ach B JYHHYIO TIOTYyTbMY
¥ TIOHSUIA, YTO TO, YTO OHA MPHUHSIIA 32 MACKY, OBUIO YesoBeve-
ckuM oM. HInpokum, CMyTJIbIM JIMLIOM, U3PBITHIM OCIIMHAMU.
JIuiiom, yIuBUTENBHO MOXOKUM HA TPArMyecKylo TeaTpaibHYyIo
Macky. JIumom Toro yenoBeka, KOTOPHIN Hallasl HA Hee B aHTUY-
HOM JIOME.

U Ttorma Bepa 3akpuuana — cTpaiiHo, Oe3bICXOIHO, B 3TOM
KPHKE CIIMIMCh CTPaX CMEPTH U yKac Mepesi HeM3BECTHBIM, yKac
niepe/1 TasiiuMCsl B TEeMHOTE KOIIIMAapOM.

Ona Kpryana Bce rpoMye ¥ TpoMye, ¥ BAPYT XJIOMHYJIa BXO/I-
Hasl JBepb, U B KOMHATE HA4Yajach Kakas-TO HEMOHATHAs CyeTa.
Bepa cibiiiana Bo3HIO, COTIEHUE U MPUTTYIIEHHbIE KPUKH, 3BY-
KM yZIapoB ¥ Tshkenoe apixanue. Ot yausienusi Bepa nepecrana
Kpuyatb. [ToToM cHOBa XJIONHYJ 1A JBEPh, U B KOMHATE HACTYIIM-



Jia TUIIMHA.

Bepa kakoe-To Bpemsi 00sJ1ach MOIMIEBEUTHCS, HO TYT BO3JIE
JIBEPU Pa3/AJICsl HETPOMKHU CTOH.

Omna BckoumIIa, Hallapuia BeIKJIIOUATES b U HakKasla Ha KHOII-
Ky.

BenbixHyn apkuit cBet, 1 Bepa yBuzena siexaniero Ha nomiy
BO3JIe JIBEPU YeJIOBeKa B JUTMHHOW (PyTOOJIKE W TOHOIIEHHBIX
CHOPTUBHBIX IITAHAX.

[ma3za ero OBUIM 3aKPHITHI, JIIIO OBUIO MEPTBEHHO-OJIEIHO,
OH TSTXKEJIO JIBIIIAJ, BpeMsl OT BpeMeHU MOCTaHbIBas, Ha JIOY BU/I-
HeJlach KpoBOTovallasi ccaguHa. M3-3a 3Toil ccaguHbl, a elle
Oostbllie OT yAMBJIEHUs B MIEPBYIO ceKyHIy Bepa ero He y3Hana.
Ho yxe BO BTOPYIO CEKyH/y OHa IMOHsIA, YTO 3TO — APCEHUI,
KOIIMAap €€ UTAIbSIHCKOU MOE3KH.

Bepa HakuHyna xasar, B3sJla CO CTOJIAa CTaKaH, HAJIWIa B HETO
MUHEPaJIbHOU BOJbI U3 OYTHUIKM U TUIECHY/IA HA JIMIIO APCEHUSI.

OH (pbIpKHYJ, OTKPBUI I[71a3a U YAUBJIEHHO 3aMOPraJl.

— Bu1? — cnpocuut, yBuges Bepy. — Bel... To1 nena? Yro ciy-
YUJIOCh?

— Yto? — nmepecnpocuina Bepa. — 310 s xoTena Obl y3HaTh!

Y ApceHusi OblT TakOW pacTepsIHHBI M HECUACTHBIN BHIL,
YTO OHA YCOBECTWJIACh, HAJIWJIA €IIE BOMbI U MOAHECTA K €ro Iy-
6amM. OH *kaJHO BBITTWII MOJICTAKaHa, JIMIIO TOPO30BEJIO.

Bepa oco3Hana, 4to cama ToXe He B JIyullleM Buje, ryobl ee
TpsICyTCsl, ToJI0C IpokuT. OHa XOTena AONUTh BOLY, HO TYT YBU-
nena ryobl ApceHus — TOJICThIE, TPOTUBHBIE, KaK JIBE TYCEHUITH,



C TIOJIOCKOM TUTOXO BHIOPUTOM KOKM HaJl BEpXHEH — U HE CMOIJIa
3aCTaBUTh CeOs BBITUTh XOTh KAIUTIO BOJIBI M3 TOTO KE CTaKaHa,
U3 KOTOPOT'O TOJIbKO YTO MHJI OH.

Tem He MeHee OHa TMocTapajach B3sTh cebs B pyku. Eil 310
MOYTH YIAJIOCh, TI0O KpailHeW Mepe, CHPAaBUBIIKMCH C TOJIOCOM,
OHa CITPOCHJIA:

— Yro... 4yT0 370 OBLIO0? YUTO CTyUMIIOCH?

— A Tbl He 3Haellb? — nepecnpocuyl ApceHui HeJJOBEPUMBO.

— Her, — oHa nomorasna roioBoii, — s IPOCHYJIACk... B MOEN
KOMHATe KTO-TO OBUI... MHE CTaJI0 OYeHb CTPAIITHO, 5 3aKpUYa-
Ja... MOTOM Obla Kakasi-TO BO3HS, 51 BKJIIOUMJIA CBET, U BOT...
KaK ThI-TO 3[I€Ch OKa3aJcs?

— Hy na, TeI 3akpuyana, s1 Opocuiicss Ha TIOMOIIb, BOeKas
B KOMHATy, HATKHYJICS HA KAKOTO-TO YEJIOBEKAa, Mbl C HUM TIO-
JPaJIUCh, OH YOEkKaJl... TaK Thl HE 3HAEIllb, KTO 3TO ObLI?

— Koneuno, Het! — Opocuiia OHa BO3MYILIEHHO, TIOHSIB €ro Ha-
mek. — [lorstus e umeo! — U Tyt ke moGaBmia: — A nBepb?
JBepb ObUIa OTKpHITA?

— OTKpbITa, — KUBHYJ ApPCEHUH, — MHaYe Kak Obl s romnan?

— JlefictBUTENIBHO, — coracuiack Bepa.

OHa TOYHO MOMHMJIA, UTO MEPE]] TEM, KaK JIeUb, 3a1iepiia JBEPb
Ha 3a/1BUXKKY. Tenepb Ta 3aJBHKKa BajsAaach Ha MOy MOJ ABE-
PbIO, BHIPBAHHAS C MSICOM.

— Bor kak... — nporsiHyna Bepa.

TyT oHa Kak Obl 3aHOBO yBHUEJA CCaAWHy Ha JIOy ApceHus
Y MIPOCTYMAIOIIUE CUHSKU B APYTUX MECTAX U YCTHIIUIACH.



OHa B3s1J1a YMCTOE IMOJIOTEHIIE, HAMOYMJIA €r0 Kpai XOJIOTHOU
BOJIOM M MpOMbLIa ccaguHy. [loTom Hallia B CBOEM 4eMOJaHe
TUIACTHIPh W MPUJIETIUIIA ero Ha 100 ApceHusl.

ApceHuil NOAHSAICS, MOTPSC TOJIOBOM.

— Hy uro, ceituac nonyuiue?

— HemHoro syuiie. . . — POTSHYI OH CTPAAAIbUeCKUM TOHOM,
B KOTOpoM Bepa oTueTnBo paccibliiiaia akTepCKyIo Urpy.

Hy, sicHo, Teniepb oH Oynet n300paxaTh CTpagaibiia u Tpedo-
BaTh COUYBCTBUS U JTaCKU. .. CKaKeT, YTO y HEro KPYKUTCS IOJI0-
Ba, YTO HE MOXET WATH, YTO HEMHOXKO TIOJIEKUT, a MOCTENIb-TO
onHa... Het yx! OHa He mojacTcsi Ha TaKylo MPOBOKAIIMIO !

— Hy, a ecnu nydie — Tak otnpasisiics K cebe B Homep! —
IIPOrOBOPMJIA OHA CTPOTO.

— K ce6e? — B ronoce Apcenust mpo3Bydasio pa3odapoBaHue,
Y OH Ha MJICHbKUI ITAXKOK MPUOJTU3UIICS K €€ KPOBaTH. — A 4TO,
€CJI TOT YEJIOBEK CHOBA BEpHETCs?

— He BepHercs! — orpe3asia Bepa.

Ona BoBce He OblTa yBepeHa B CBOHX CJIOBAX, HO ceiyac O0JTb-
11Ie BCEro XOTeJia BHIITPOBOAUTh APCEHUs.

— He BepHeTcs, nocsie Takoro 1myma. .. Bce, OTIpaBIIsSiCs K ce-
oe!

— Huxkaxkoii 6marogapaoctu! — BOCKJIMKHYT ApceHunid ¢ ago-
coM. — I Tebst crac ot rpadbuTes, ICHOH. .. — OH XOTeJl, BUIM-
MO, CKa3aTh «IIEHOW CBOEH JKU3HW», HO BOBPEMsI OlyMaJICs, CO-
00pasuJ1, 4to 310 OyAeT sIBHbIA repedop, v nonpaswics: — Lle-
HOW CBOETO 3[I0POBbsI, — OH KOCHYJICSI 3aKJIEEHHOTO TUIACThIPEM



n6a ¥ CTpaiaibyeCcK TOMOPIIUJICS, — & THI... THI...

— A ut0 — 7? — pa3apaxeHHO nepeduna ero Bepa. — Uro xe,
s Terepb U3 OJarofJapHOCTH JIOJKHA yMacTh K Tebe B 00bATHSA?
Tol Tak 31O cede npenacTaBisienis?

—H-Hy... — OH sIBHO OBUT HE MPOTUB TAKOTO Pa3BUTHSI CIOXKETA.

— A Hy, BeIMeTaricsi! — pssBkHyaa Bepa. — Criacu6o tebe, Ko-
HEYHO, HO Ha 3TOM — Bce!

Omna xotena 100aBUTD, UTO ellle HeU3BECTHO, YTO XyXke — OKa-
3aThCsl Ha€/IMHE C HEM3BECTHBIM rpadUTeNIeM WU C HUM, ¢ Apce-
HHeM, HO BOBpeMsI MTPUKYCHIIa s13bIK. Bee-Taku, eciiu Obl He T10-
sIBJIeHHe APCEHUsl, HENU3BECTHO, KaK Pa3BUBAIIMCH Obl COOBITHUS
JaJIbliie.

— Tume, tame! — 3ab6opMoTan ApCEHH, OIJISIBIBAsICH
Ha JBepb. — Jlioau ycpimar, Oy/ieT CKaH/aJl. . .

Tyt B rosioBe y Bepbl 11eBeIbHYIACH HEOKUIAHHAS MBICITb.

— Vcapimar? — nporopopujia OHa ¢ COMHEHUEM. — Bpsn iy,
3[IeCb OYEHb XOpolasi 3Bykousossuus. Ilaxe xorga s opania
OT CTpaxa, HUKTO MeHs1 He ycibimain. Hukro, kpome TeOsl.
Bot kak, uHTepecHo, Thl yciblliag Mou Kpuku? Beas TBOU HO-
MEp OYEHb J1aJIEKO OT MOETO!

— Hy... — Apcenwii 3amsiiics, r1a3a ero 3a0erajm.

— Bce sicho! — Bemasuia Bepa. — Tol ObUT y MeHs 11071 IBEphIO !
WHTepecHo, 4To Thl 311€Ch jenan?

— Hy na, g ciay4ailHO TyT OKa3ascs. .. MPOXOAUI MUMO. .. CO-
BEpIIIEHHO CITy4aiHo. . .

— Ara, COBEpILIEHHO CIIy4aliHO, U B TakoM Buje! — Bepa npe-



3pUTENILHO (PHIPKHYIIA, OIJISJIEB €r0 COMHUTEIbHBIN HOYHOW Ha-
psn. — Bee sicHO, ThI XoTenm mpoOpaThcsi KO MHE B KOMHATY,
KO MHE B MTOCTEJb!

— Her, Huyero mnomoOHoro! — 3aBepemian ApceHuH,
HO 1oj] THeBHbIM BepuHbiM B3misiioM notynuics. — Hy, a uto
ObUIO0 Nenath? Beb 3TO MOCHenHsAs] HOYb, TIOCTAESTHSIST BO3MOX-
HOCTb. ..

— Jla c yero Tl BOOOIIIE B3s11, UTO Y MEHsI K TeOe MOKeT ObITh
KaKOW-TO UHTEpecC?

— Ho ThI Bce ke KeHIUHA. . . Y TeOs1 TOIKHBI OBITh €CTECTBEH-
HbIE TIOTPEOHOCTH. .. — OOpMOTaT ApceHHid CMYIIEHHO.

— Yto? INotpedHOCcTU? — pripkHyna Bepa. — Tol BooOIIE-TO
B 3€PKaJIO JABHO CMOTpeJCs?

— A 410 Takoro? — ApceHun npuocaHwics. — BHemHocTs
JUTsI MY>KYMHBI — He camoe raBHoe! S — MyuuHa, Thl — KEHIIIU-
Ha ¢ npo0ieMaMy B JIMYHOUN KU3HHU. .. OJUHOKAS. . .

— Yt0? — Bepa nonepxHynack. — [la uTo THI BOOOIIIE 060 MHE
3Haenb? YTo Tl MOXKENIb 3HATDH?

— ... a3Ha0... OHa MHe CKa3aJa, 4yTo y TeOs IaBHO yKe HU-
KOTO HET, U 3TO OyJeT MPOCTO aKTOM MUJIOCEPAUS. . .

— Yero? Mwunocepausa? — Bepa BblTapamia rjiasa, U TyT
JI0 Hee JoluIa Bes ero ¢pasa, OT Havaia 70 KoHna. — Ona Tede
910 cKkazaya? Jla KTo ke 3Ta ona?

ApcCeHui MOHSA, YTO MPOTrOBOPUIICS, UTO JIAMHYJ JIMIIHEE,
Y 3210J11J1, 3aMeJT XBOCTOM:

— Jla HeT, HUKTO... 3TO sl MPOCTO TaK, (PUTYPATILHO BHIPAZUII-



Csl... — M OH TUXOHBKO Hauas nepeMeniarhcs K IBEpH.

— Her yx, noporou! — Ha stot pa3 Bepa Bcrana y Hero Ha my-
. — Havyan npusHaBarbcs — roopu 10 koHua! Kro ona? Kro Te-
0e po MeHsl paccKasbiBas?

Bepa npuxana ApceHus K CTeHe M TIOTsHYJIa 3a Kpau IUIaCThI-
Ps, 3aJIEIUIABLIETO CCAUHY.

— T'oBopu, unu s Tebe cefiuac Bce 3aHOBO pacuaparnaio!
Kro0 ona?

— 97b... DnbBupa [lerpoBHa. .. — mpobesn ApceHuit, B yxka-
ce AL Ha CBOIO MYUYMTE/IbHULLY.

— DmeBupa IlerpoBHa? — u3ymieHHo nepecnpocuia Bepa, —
Jlapkuna mamarmna?

— Ja... — mpusHajcs ApceHuid.

Bepa ormyctuna ero. Ona Obiia motpsiceHa. Ml oHa HUYYTh
HE COMHEBAJach, 4YTO ApceHUl roBOpUT Ipasay. MHaue oTKyna
OH BOOOIIIE 3HAET O CYIIECTBOBAHUM DJbBUPHI [1eTpoBHBI?

Ho Ta-Tto kakoBa! IloacTpouts el Takyo nomissHky! Maio
TOro 4to ey u3-3a Jlapku npunuiock ogHou exarb B Mranuio,
TaK elle UCIIOPTWIM €U BCIO MOE3KY, NOACUPONUB ITOTO MpPHU-
nypka! Crapasi cBoaHs!

— PacckasbiBaii, — mporoBopuia Bepa mpayHo.

ApceHuil TOHsIJI, YTO OOPATHOTO MyTH HET, YTO Terepb eMy
NPUIETCA KasAThCA 10 KOHLA, U 3arOBOPWUJL:

— M1 ¢ DnbBupoii [lerpoBHOI BMecTe padOTaeM. .. B OTHOM
KOHCTPYKTOPCKOM OIOpO... U Y MEHsI KaK pa3 MOJOIIeT Ouepe/-
HOU OTITYCK, OHa MHE U MPE IOKIIIA KYITUTD Iy TEBKY C OOJIBIIION



ckuzkoi. Ee noub Kymuia 3Ty MyTeBKy, a camMa He CMOTJIa Io-
€XaTh. .. YTO-TO y HEE CIYUYWIOCh B JIMUHOU KU3HM. . .

— Cnyunnocsk! — MpauHo moaTBepawia Bepa u no6asmna: —
A TBI IpOfIOITKAil, pojoKai! Bpemenu 10 yTpa MHOTo!

— Hy BoOT, OHa MHe mpemiokuia 3Ty MyTeBKYy U CKazaja,
YTO BMECTE CO MHOH MoieTuT JlapuHa moapyra, TO €CTb BHI...
TO €CTb ThI... ¥ UTO y Bac... TeOs. .. Oosbiive mpoOaeMbl B JTNY-
HOW JKU3HU, B CMBICJIE €€ BOOOIIIE HET... ¥ YTO eCliu 51 ocTapa-
I0Ch K BaM. .. K TeOe HaAlTH IMOIX0, 3TO OyAeT HETPYAHO. .. ¥ UYTO
s TEM CaMBIM C/IeJIalo JoOpoe JeIo. ..

— Ara, 1o6poe zieno! — nepenpasHmia ero Bepa u orsiienach
BOKPYT B IOUCKAaX 4ero-HuoOyap Tskesoro. — Bot s caenaio no6-
poe 7eso BCeMy YeJIOBEYeCTBY, €CIM MPOJIOMITI0 Tede Oarky!
U ckaxy, 4to TaK v Opu10! YUTO TEOs1 yrpoOMII HOYHOM rpadbuTerh!

— On! — nuckHyn ApceHMi U TOMNBITANCA MPOTUCHYTbCS
k asepu. Ho Bepa ero He oTmycTiiia — oHa ellie He 3aKOHYMIIA
J0Mpoc.

— 3a0poBo ycrpowics! — mporoBopuia oHa. — MaJjo Toro 4ro
MYTEeBKY KYITUJI CO CKUJIKOM, TaK ellle TeOe U ICBOYKY 10 BbI3OBY
nooderanm? dckopt-ycayru? Packaran ryoeHku!

—4... g Huvero... — MAIMIAI ApCEHUl, — 51 AyMaJl. ..

— Jyman on! — nepe6una ero Bepa. — Tsl Obl sTyuriie B 3epKajio
Ha cebs mocmorpen!

— A cama-To! — OMOMHUJICS OT BO3MYIeHUs1 ApceHuii. — Ko-
r0 3TO Thl HOYBIO MpuHUMaa? ['oBopwilb, rpadurep? Jla uto
y TeOs1 OpaTh-T10?



— Bce, BeiMarbiBaiics kK cebe! — Bepa rpo3HO HaxMypuiiach
¥ JIBUHYJIACh Ha ApceHus. — BeIMaThIBaiics, a TO 51 Te0e BCIo MOP-
1y paciaparnario!

— Hy 4t0 THI, 4TO THI. .. —3a00pMOTaT APCEHUH, MATACH K JABE-
PU, — MbI K€ UHTEJUIUTEHTHBIE JIIOIM. . .

— Uro?! — Bepa ¢sipkHyta. — Moxer, Thl ceOs1 cCurTaelb NH-
TEJJIMTEHTHBIM uesioBekoM? He cmerm MeHsi! A g Ha MHTEIUIU-
T€HTHOCTh HE MPETEH/yI0 U ceituac JoKaxy Tede 310!

Omna cnenana BUJI, 4TO COOMpAETCs BIETIUTHCSA eMY B IJ1a3a,
Y ApceHud, IpoAOIKas MATUTHCS, BBICKOUMJI B Kopuaop. Bepa
BBIIILJIA 32 HUM, YTOOBI YOEIUTHCSI, UTO OH AEUCTBUTEIIHHO YIIIEI.

[Ipu sTOM OHa 3ameTWsa, YTO ABEPh COCEJAHEr0 HOMEpa 3a-
KPbLIaCh.

OueHb MWIO, 3HAYUT, KTO-TO MOACTYIIMBAT UX HOYHOU CKAH-
JaJl.

Hy u 4yeprt ¢ Humu, HarieBath 1 3a0bITh! 3aBTpa OHA yIETUT
JIOMOM 1 OOJIbIIIe HUKOT/IA He BCTPETUT ITUX JItofIeH !

Bepa BepHynace B HOMEp, 3aKpblia JBEPb U TPUCTABUIIA K HEW
cryis. Eciu Tenepb KTO-TO ONSATH MOMBITAETCS BJIE3Th B €€ HOMEP,
OH HETPeMEHHO YPOHMT CTYJ U 3TUM BbIIACT CeOsl. ..

OpHako OCTaTOK HOYM MpOLIeNT CIOKOWHO, U Bepa ymynpu-
JIaCh Ja)K€ HEMHOTO TOCTIATh.

Pa30ymu ee qpo31, KOTOPBIi paIoCTHO IeOeTasl B BETBSIX K-
rapuca 3a OKHOM.

[Ipu cBeTe HS HOUHBIE IPUKJIIOUEHUSI [TOKa3aIiCh €1l He Ta-
KMMU cTpaniHeiMu. [la ObU10 1111 Bee 310, B camoM feste? He npu-



CHUWJICSL JIU Kommap?

Bripouem, cTyin cTosin BO3Je IBEpH, MOATBEPKAasl pEaTbHOCTb
HOYHOTI'O SIHU30/1a. ..

Tewm He MeHee, mogyMana Bepa, Hy)XHO ObLIO 3aHUMAThCSI Te-
Kymmmu jaejamu. OHa BCIOMHMIIA, YTO CErOJHsS JIeHb BO3Bpa-
IIEHH I, CKOPO UX TIOBE3YT B a3POIOPT, ¥ IPUHSIIACH CIIEIITHO CO-
Oupartbcs.

B aspornopt ux rpyrmiy npuBe3d B TOM ke aBToOyce, B KO-
TOPOM HeJIeJI0 Ha3aj JOCTAaBUJIM B oTesb. Ha 3ToT pa3 Apcenuit
ceJl B CaMOM JJaJIbHEM OT Hee KOHIIe aBToOyca ¥ AepiKaJiCsl TUIIIe
BOJIbl HUKE TPaBbl. ITO OBbLJIO HEYIUBUTEIILHO — CUHSIKM Y HErO
Ha JIMI1Ie MPOCTYIUJIM BO BCEM Kpace, Ja U 3aJIelIeHHasI IJ1acThl-
peM ccaauHa He Jo0aBiisia apMa ero u 6e3 Toro HeKa3ucTon
BHelHocTu. Keratu, 311 ykparieHus erie pa3 noaTBEepauId pe-
QJIbHOCTh HOYHOTO TTPOUCIIIECTBHUSI.

CepnobOonbHas cTapyiika 3uHaujaa BacmibeBHa cripocuia
ApceHusi, YTO ¢ HUM ciyumiochk. OH B3IVISIHYJI Ha HEE BOJIKOM
¥ TPOOOPMOTAJT, UTO TYJISUT HOYBIO BO3JIE MOPSI M yIIaJl HA KAMHHU.
3unHanga BacunbeBHa yBUjIeIa BRIPAKEHUE €0 JIMIA U BO3JEp-
KaJlach OT JAJILHEUIIIUX PACCIPOCOB.

Korga ux mpuBe3nu B a3ponoprt, BpEMEHM JI0 OTJeTa OcTa-
BAJIOCh €lle MHOro. Bepa mporuia perucrpanuio, cuaja 4emMo-
JIaH U, TIPeXJIe YeM MPONTU B TAMOXEHHYIO 30HY, HAallpaBUJIach
K HeOobITIIoMY Kade, YTOOBI BHIITUATH YaIlKy XOpoIero Koge.

W tyT, nepen BXomoM B Kade, OHa yBUAEA YeJoBeKa C IIu-
POKHMM CMYIJIBIM JIMIIOM, HATIOMUHAIOIIUM aHTUYHYIO T€aTpasib-



HYIO MacKy.

Toro camoro 4eyioBeka, KOTOPbIM Harajl Ha HEe CPeAu pyuH
[Tommnien.

Toro yenoBeka, KOTOPBIT HOUYBIO TPOOpAsICS K Hel B KOMHATY.

Bepa noOnenHena u nonsTuiaach, a CMyIJIbIid YeJIOBeK IIes
npsiMO Ha Hee, TS B YIOP CBOMMH IITYOOKO IMOCaKEHHBIMU
rJla3aMu.

Ha neckonbko cekyH Bepa Bnana B crynop. OHa cMoTpena
Ha CTPALIHOIO HE3HAKOMIIa, KaK KPOJMK Ha yJaBa, HE B CHJIax
OTBECTH B3I OT €r0 TEMHBIX TMITHOTHYECKHX I1a3. Ho motom,
KOTa UX Pa3Aesisiyio BCEro HECKOJIbKO METPOB, OHA OTIOMHUJIACH,
YCHJIMEM BOJIM COpOCHIIa TUITHOTUUYECKOE OIeTIeHeHne U OpOCH-
JIaCh MPOYb.

Omna Gesxana Briepes, He pa3ovpast JOpOTd, HATHIKASCh Ha T10-
CTOPOHHMX JTIOJIEH, KOTOPbIE MPOBOXKAJIM €€ YAUBJIEHHBIMH U Pa3-
JpakeHHBIMU B3mIsiiaMu. OOepHYBIIUCh, OHA YBUJIENA, UTO Ta-
WMHCTBEHHBIN HE3HAKOMeII MJIET 3a HEH, M PACCTOSTHUE MEKAY HU-
MU HEYMOJIMMO COKpPAIIaeTCs.

Brniepenn mokazaniach TaOivMyKa KEHCKOW KOMHaThl, U Bepa
METHYJIach TyAa — Y& B 3Ty KOMHATY CMYIJIbI TIpeciieloBaTelb
HE ITOCMEET BOUTH. ..

3axJionHyB 3a co0oii iBepb, Bepa nepeserna Jpxanue, mocra-
pasiach YCIOKOUThCSI.

[Touemy, cOOCTBEHHO, OHA TaK HMCIyrajgach?

ToT 4desoBeK HE mMocMen Obl HamacTh Ha Hee. OIHO AENI0 —
Oe3ITIO/IHbIE IPEBHUE PYWHBI, U COBCEM JIPYroe — IyMHOE, MHO-



TOJIIOAHOE 3[aHKE adPOIOPTa. ..
Ho Boo6mie, nomymana Bepa, uto emy OT Hee HyKHO?
Buepa, B [lommesix, oHa TpuHsIa €ro 3a OOBIYHOTO rpadu-

TeJisl, KOTOPbIH MOJKapayJuBajl Cpeld PyUH CIYYalHYyIO0 XKepT-

BY, HO HOYbIO OH MPOHMK K HEl B HOMEp... XOTs, BOZMOKHO,

OHa MPOCTO 0003HAIACH B TEMHOTE, M B €€ KOMHATe ObLIT COBCEM

apyrou yenoBek. Ho 31ech, B asponopty, cpenu 6e1oro JHs OHa

HE MOIJIa OIIMOUTHCS, 3TO ObUI TOT CaMblil YeJOBeK. 3HAUMT,

OH OXOTHUTCSI UMEHHO 3a HEW. . .

Honymarts cBOIO MbICIb Bepa He ycriena, oTomy 4TO ABEPb
JAMCKOM KOMHATBI pacliaxHyJiach, M B HEE BOILLIA BHICOKAs CMYT-
Jlasi IeBULIA B KOXKAHOM KYPTKE-KOCYX€ C 3aKJIEKaMHU M Y3KUX
KOKaHBIX OpIOKaX, C KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHBIMU YEPHBIMHU BOJIOCA-
mu. Ee kpacuBoe U110 HEMHOTO MOPTHJI LIPaM IO, JIEBBIM IJ1a-
30M, [IOXOKHU Ha TPEXJIyUEBYIO 3BE3]1Y.

HeBuiia ObICTPO, BOPOBATO OIVISI/IENACH [0 CTOPOHAM, YOeau-
Jlach, YTO B MIOMEIIIEHUH HET HUKOTrO, Kpome Hux ¢ Bepoi, mmar-
Hysa K Bepe u nonbitanace BHIPBATh Y HEE CYMKY.

Bepa, omapaiieHHass TAKUM BHE3AITHBIM HaIlaJIEHUEM, CyMe-
J1a, OIHAKO, COOpAThCs U BLIEMUJIACh B CYMKY MEPTBOI XBaTKOMA.

JIuiio GpIOHETKY MePEeKOCUIIOCh, OHA BbIIAJIA JTTMHHYIO SIPOCT-
HYIO (ppa3y MO-UTAIBAHCKH, 3aTEM CyHYJIa IIPABYI0 PYKy B Kap-
MaH KYPTKH ¥ BbITAIWJIA OTTY/a CKJIagHOW HOX. IIleTykom BhI-
OpocuB Jie3Bue, IIarHysa Kk Bepe, 3amaxHysiach HOXOM. . .

Bepa axnyna u nondarwiace. OHa He MOIJIA OTBECTH B3IJISA]L
OT CBEPKAIOLLIETO JIE3BUs. B keiynke y Hee OXOJIOAENIO OT CTpa-



xa. OHa rotoBa ObUIa OTJATh CYMKY, JIAIIb Obl CAMOW YIIEJIeTh,
HO B 9TO BpeM CJIy4nsIach HOBask HEOKUIAHHOCTD.

JIBepb OTHOM 13 KaOMHOK pacnaxHyjach, M OTTY/a BHICKOUMIIA
KEHIIMHA B IIMPOKUX KJIOYHCKHUX IIITAHAX U HEOOBATHOM Ko(pTe
YMOTIOMPAYUTEIbHON PACIIBETKH, C 0ObEMUCTON CYMKOM B PYKe.
Bepa ¢ uzymsiennem y3Haina B Heu rua u3 Typpupmsl JKyber-
Ty. JIMKO B3BU3rHYB, [I)KyJIb€TTa MOACKOUYMIIA K KOKAaHOM JAEBULIE
Y C pa3Maxy yAapuiia €€ CBOEi CyMKOU.

BproHeTka, He oxuaBIlIasi HaNaAEeHUs C Thljla, OXHYJIA U BbI-
poHmna HOX. [Kynaberra ke, HE TepsAs HU CEKyHJbl, pa3BUJIA
cBOH ycnex. B pyke y Hee mosiBUJICS sIpkuid OAJJIOHYMK, U OHA
BBIMYCTWJIA B JIMIO OPIOHETKE CTPYI0 PE3KO MAaXHYILEH KHUIKO-
CTH.

JleBn1ia 3aKkanuisaIace, CXBaTWIach 3a ropio. I asza ee nokpac-
HEJIM ¥ €/IBa He BbUIE3/IN U3 OpOUT.

JlxynberTa e cxBatuia Bepy 3a pyKy v BbITalllUIa €€ U3 1aM-
CKOW KOMHATHI.

Bepa mesnpkoM 3aMeTmiia HENOJAIEKY OT JIBEPHU 4YeJIOBEKa
CO CMYIJIBIM JIMLIOM, ITOXOKMM Ha aHTUYHYIO MACKY, HO TOT, YBH-
neB JxynbeTTy, cMelascs ¢ TONIMOM.

Jlxynperta noasena Bepy K odepenu Ha MacnopTHBIA KOH-
TPOJIb ¥ TOJIBKO 3IECh NIEPEBESIA JbIXaHUE.

— Cnacu60. .. — mpornierietana Bepa, npuxoss B ce0s, — BbI Me-
Hsl CIIACJIM. .. 3TA JIEBUIIA MbITATACh OTHATh Y MEHS CYMKY... Bbl
TaK BOBPEMsI MOJIOCTIENY U TaK 3[0POBO C HEM CITPABUJIUCH. . .

— Jr1o Heanonk... — xmbikHyIa [IKynberTa, — 30€Ch HYKHO



JepXkaThb yXO BOCTPO. A s TYT YK€ BOCEMHAIATh JIET KUBY, ITPU-
HOPOBWJIACH. 3/1eCh HEJIb3s1 paccaadAThCs, U OAJIOHYHMK C Tiep-
LIOBOI CMECBIO0 CTOUT BCEra AepKaTh MOJ, PyKOM.

— lasxe B a3ponopTy onacHo! — yIMBJIEHHO Mporoopuia Be-
pa.

— Jlaxxe B asponopty, — noareepaniaa [IxKyiaberra, — HO TO-
cJle MacMoOPTHOTrO KOHTPOJIsl, B TAMOXKEHHOW 30He, MOXKHO OyJer
HEMHOTO pacciaduThesi. Tyaa MpecTynmHUKH He CYI0TCsl — Beflb
TYT HYKHO NPEIbsIBUThH TOKYMEHTHI. Jla/HO, Balia ouepep yxe
HO/IXOJMT, a s MOWJY BCTpedaTh HOBYIO rpynmy. CyacTivBoro
nyTu!

Bepa eme pa3 moGnaropapuia IIKyabeTTy M HarpaBHJIach
K OKOILIKY MTAaCHOPTHOTO KOHTPOJISL.

[Nocne macmopTHOro KOHTPOJIS HAO ObLIO MPOUTH JOCMOTP
PYYHOM KJaJy W JIMYHBIX Beler. 31ech Bepa Ha cekyHay 3a-
MeEIIIKaJIach: OHA MOA03PEBAIA, UTO aMyJIeT, KOTOPbIN ei CTyvaii-
HO j1octaiics B [lomnesx, — CTapuHHbIN, ¥ €r0, HABEPHOE, HENb351
BBIBO3UTDb U3 CTPaHBI.

Ho 31y 3a1a4y oHa pemia ObICTPO: CyHYJ1a METaJUIMYeCKUI
KPYIVISIIIOK B KOIIIENEK, Ijie Y Hee OOTaIuch OCTaBIIUeCs MO-
HETKU 0 OJHOMY-JBa €Bpo. MI3BECTHO, UTO JIUCT JIy4llle BCErO
npsATaTh B JIECY, & CTAPUHHBIA aMyJIeT, IOXOKUI HA MOHETY, —
cpenu apyrux MoHeT. ConepkKuMoe KOIleJIbKa HUKTO He CTaHeT
MIPOBEPATH.

Hanbire Bce mponuto 6e3 NMPUKITIOUYEHW, U Yepe3 COPOK MHU-
HYT OHa 3aHslJla CBO€ MECTO B camoJIeTe.



PsiioM ¢ Hell okasalicsi HEeMOJIOIOM MYXUruHa ¢ OOPOIKON —
TOT CaMblii, KOTOPOMY OHa YCTYIMJIa MECTO BO BpeMsl Iiepesiera
u3 IlerepOypra. Bepa oOpanoBanack emy, Kak pogHomy. ToT To-
e yIbIOHYJICS eid, y3HaBasi, OT STOrO JIMIIO €r0 MOMOJIOAIENO.

— Hy kak, Xxopomo otaoxHyau? — COpoCuiI e€e cocell, Korga
camMoJeT HaOpaJ BHICOTY.

— Jla, HeryI0Xo. .. — YKJIOHYMBO oTBeTHIa Bepa, He cobupasich
paccKka3bplBaTh MOIPOOHOCTH CBOUX UTATIbSTHCKUX MPUKITIOUEHUI
HE3HAKOMOMY YeJIOBEKY, U CIIPOCHIIA, YTOOBI N30€KaTh JaTbHEH-
IIMX PaccpocoB: — A BbI? UTO-TO BBl COBCEM HE 3aropeju.

— A s He OTABIXal, — OTBETUJ COCE/ C YJBIOKOHW, — 51 ObLI
31ech 1o padoTe. .. mpre3kall Ha KOH(EepeHIIUIO, TOCBSIIEHHYIO
AHTUYHOMY UCKyccTBY. Crenan AOKJIal, MOCIyIal CBOUX KOJ-
JIeT. ...

— Kak nnrepecHo! — oxuBunace Bepa. — Bol 3aHnMaeTech aH-
TUYHBIM UCKYCCTBOM ?

— [a, — 1 cocel NpOTSIHYJI €11 BUSUTHYIO KAPTOUKY.

Ha nByx cTopoHax cepeOprCcToro npsiMoyroibHUKa ObLIO Ha-
neyaTaHo Mo-pPyCCKU U MO-aHIIMICKY, YTO Biafesel] 3TOil Kap-
Touku — npocpeccop Cepreit CrenanoBuy Ko3onoes, coTpyIHUK
UTAJIBSTHCKOTO OTena IHCTUTyTa UCTOPUM UCKYCCTB.

— 300poBo! — UCKpeHHe BocxuTuiiach Bepa. — Bol, HaBepHoOe,
3HaeTe UTayivio Kak CBOU MSTh MaJIbIEB?

—Ilo-Hacrosiiemy y3Hath M Tanmio HeBO3MOXKHO, — BUITHO Obl-
710, 9TO TIpoheccop oceiai CBOero JIIOMMOro KoHbka, — Mra-
TSl TIpeKpacHa W HercdepriaeMa, U IToObl U3YUYHTh €€, OTHOU



KU3HA Masio. Hy:XHO mpoXuTth neiyo xu3Hb BO PiopeHuuu,
ellie OfIHy Ku3Hb — B BeHeluu, nBe xu3nu — B Pume, eiie onxy —
B Hearone, oTkyga Mbl ¢ BaMu celyac JeTUM. . .

— Jla BbI — moaT!

— Wrtanus Koro yromHo caenaer nmostomM! 3aech Kakablid Ka-
MeHb JIBIIIAT TI093UeN U UCKYCCTBOM !

— Jla, BB TIpaBhI... KOHEYHO, s1 OYEHb MAJIO YCIiesia YBUAETh
3a HEZIeNIo, HO U 5 IoHslIa, uyto VTanus npekpacHa!

— Hapetocp, uto moesaka cymena pa3OymuTh Balll WHTEpeC
K 9TON CTpaHe, U BbI MOCTapaeTech y3HATh O HEW KaK MOXHO
Oosbliie.

— Jla, BOT, KCTaTH, MOXET ObITh, Bbl CK)X€TE MHE, YTO 3HAYUT
TaKOU CTPaHHBIN PUCYHOK: TPU HOTH, OETYIIIUE 10 KPYTY, KaK TpU
JIy4a 3Be3[Ibl?

— Tpu Gerymue Horu? — nepecnpocu rnpogeccop.

— Jla, BOT Takol MPUMEPHO PUCYHOK !

Bepa B3s1a miucTok OyMard u HapricoBasia Ha HeM M300paske-
HUE CO CBOETO aMyJieTa.

[Ipodeccop ¢ MHTEpPECOM B3IVISIHYJ HA €€ PUCYHOK, 3aTeM
noAH:A1 Ha Bepy maza:

— I'ne BBI 9T0 BUOen?

— He nomHI0, — Bepa HEeBOIBHO OTBENA B3MIA, — B KAKOM-TO
My3ee. .. 3HaeTe, 32 3TU JHU Y MEeHsI ObLJIO CTOJIBKO BIICUATIICHUH,
YTO BCE B rojioBe nepemeniaiiock. Ho 3ToT pucyHOK OT4ero-to
3ara’j B aMsTh, 51 €ro J1axe BO CHe Bujena!

— DTO HEeyAUBUTEIbHO. PUCYHOK, O KOTOPOM BBl TOBOPUTE —



sto cumBoi ['epmeca Tpucmerucra. ..

— I'epmeca, 6ora Toproeimu? — nepecripocuia Bepa.

— Her, I'epmec TpucMerucr He UMEET HUKAKOTO OTHOLIEHU S
K Tpedeckomy Oory toproeiu! Ilo mpemanuio, I'epmec Tpucme-
ruct, i Tprwkasl Benmaaimmii, Obl1 caMbIM JIPEBHUM OOKe-
CTBEHHBIM (papaoHoM Erumnra, mpaBUBIIMM 32 HECKOJIBKO THICSY
JIeT JI0 HaIleH 3phl. JlereHa HaieIsIeT ero yepraMmu 6ora Myapo-
ctu Tota, mocpeAHUKa MeXAy OOramu | JIOJbMH, KOTOPOTO Ha-
3BIBAJIN «ITHCIIOM OOroB». OnsTh ke 1o yerenjae, I'epmec Tpuc-
METHUCT 00J1a1a]T COKPOBEHHBIMY 3HAHUSIMU JIPEBHEN ITMBUIIHA3A-
IIUM ATJIAHTOB, JKuTeJel Mudurueckoit Ataantuabl. Hebombiiryio
4yacThb TUX 3HAHUU OH Mepedasl Kpelam, U Ha ITUX 3HAHUSX
OblIa IOCTpoeHa BesMKas nuBum3anus Erunra. Korma ['epmec
Tpucmeruct ymep, kperaMu Ha ero MOrwiy Oblla BO3JIOKEHA
U3yMpy/AHas IUIMTA, HA KOTOPOW B CUMBOJIMYECKOU (hopMe U3-
JIO’KEHbI 3HAHUS aTJIAHTOB, TaK Ha3biBaemasi M3ympyaHas ckpu-
*ajb, win Tabula Smaragdina Germetis. ..

— Ho Bel roBOpHTE Cceruac o [IpeBHem Erurite, a s Buaena Tot
cumBo1 B Uranuu. ..

— Cenyac g BaM Bce 00bsaAcHI0. OnATh ke, 110 Jieredae, Ajek-
canip MakeIoHCKUI BO BpeMsi CBOEr0 BOCTOYHOI'O MOXO/a Ha-
wesn morwity I'epmeca Tpucmerucra n VI3yMpyaHylo CKpuKaib.
TekcT ckprkanu ObUl TIIATEBHO CKOMUPOBAH COMPOBOXK/IAB-
UMY AJIeKCaHApa YUYEHbIMU, 3TU KOMUM Nonayiv v B ['peruio,
u B PuMm, 1 Briociencteuu jyunive ymsl [IpeBHEro Mupa mnbiTa-
Juch pacmmdposars ero... — [Ipodeccop coenan naysy, 4To-



Ob1 Bepa Moriia o JOCTOMHCTBY OILIEHWUTH €r0 CJIOBA, U MPOJIO-
KWl — CylecTBYIOT MHOI'OUHCIIEHHBIE KOMMEHTAPUU K COIEP-
KaHuo M3ympyaHon ckpuxamu, a B JlpeBHeu I'perumn n Pu-
Me BO3HUMKJIM TaiiHble 00IIecTBa MOKJIOHHUKOB M TOCIIEI0BaTe-
neir 'epmeca Tpucmerncra. Tak BOT, OHO M3 ITHX OOIIECTB,
HasbIBaBIeecs V3ympyaHas KoJuierusi, n30pajo CBOMM CHMBO-
JIOM TaKOW PUCYHOK, O KOTOPOM Bbl MEH$I CIIPOCHJIN. YJIEHBI 3TO-
ro odmiectBa nosaraiau, 4ro ['epmec Tpucmeruct kak-To cBs3aH
CO CBOUM TE3KOM, TpeuecKrM O0rom Toproiiu [ epmecom, a crm-
BOJT ['epmeca — Hora B KpbUIaToOW caHgaanu. UToObl OTpa3wTh
B CBOEM CUMBOJIE BTOPOE UMs CBOEro Kymupa — Tpuxkas Benu-
YalImi, — 4jieHsl 00IIecTBa U300pa3uiii Ha HeM Tpu OeryIue
Horu. Kpome TporictBeHHOCTH ['epmeca, 3TOT 3HaK CUMBOJIU3U-
pYyeT Takke OECKOHEUHOCTh MO3HAHMS U BedHoe pasButue. Coo-
CTBEHHO, 3TOT 3HAK CBA3aH U UMEET CXOJCTBO C APEBHUM UHAWNN-
CKMM CMMBOJIOM CBACTUKH, IPEBHUM CUMBOJIOM BEYHOCTH, OIO-
30peHHBIM TpPeTbUM PEerxXoM. ..

— 41 coBcem 3anyranace! — B3noxHyaa Bepa, — Eruner, I'pe-
uus, Pum, a norom eme u Tpetunt peux. ..

— Hy, pelix 31ech Hu ipu yeMm, a BOT B Pume V3ympynHas koi-
Jierust oOJaana 3HaYMTeIbHOU BiacThio. 1 Moxere cebe mpej-
CTaBUTb — HEKOTOPBIE UCCIIENOBATENN CUUTAIOT, YTO HACTIEJHUKHN
9TOTO TAWHOTO OOINECTBA CYIIECTBYIOT Jake B HAIIIW THH!

— Yro BBl roBOpUTE? — yAMBIEHHO NpoTsAHyna Bepa. — C Tex
TIOP ITPOILLJIO CTOJIBKO BEKOB. ..

— Jla 1 1 caMm ¢ HeEJOBEpUEM OTHOIIYCb K 3TOM Teopuu!



Ho Bce xe... Ox, — cnoxBaTuicsi mpogpeccop, 3amMeTusB, 4to Be-
pa B U3HEMOXKEHUM OTKMHYJIACh HAa CIIMHKY Kpecnia, — sl BUKY,
YTO YTOMMUJI BAC CBOEM JIEKIIUEH, UTO BBl XOTENIN OBl OTIOXHYTh. . .

Bepa cnabo 3anpotecroBasna, HO TyT MPUHECIH JIaHY, MOCTe
KOTOpOTO €e U TMpaB/a MOTSIHYJIO B COH. M BOT yxe modexanu
niepe/l I1a3aMu TMbUTbHBIE TOPOTH, U IPEBHUE Pa3BAIMHBI, U 00-
JIOMKH KaMEHHBIX KOJIOHH U MPaMOPHBIX CTaTyH, U KOJIOJEII, KY-
na Bepa xotena 3arisiHyTh, HO OH ObUI TaK IIIyOOK, 4TO B TEMHO-
T€ HE BUAHO OBUIO JHA.

VY Hee B pykax OKa3zajcsl MACJsSHbBIM CBETUJIBHUK, KOTOPBIA
OHa BHjieNa B My3ee, Bepa nojHsiia ero nossliiie, U BAPYT B [ITy-
OuHe KOJIO/I1a BO3HUKJIO JIMLIO TOW CAMOM JKEHIIMHBI, YTO Haraia
Ha Bepy B Tyasiere asponopra, CTpeMsICh BbIPBATh Y HEE CYMKY.
JInito MokHO ObLIO OBI, TOXKAJTYH, Ha3BaTh KPACUBBIM, €CITU ObI
€ro He TIOPTUJI IIIPaM MO JIEBBIM IJ1a30M, TIOXOXKHI Ha TPeXJIy-
YEBYIO 3BE3/Y.

Teneps JUMIO TOW KEHIIUHBI ObUIO, HECOMHEHHO, MEPTBBIM.
Hcuesno BeIpaXkeHre XMYyPOH arpeccuu U 37100bl, ceiiyac 310 Jiv-
110 HUKOT'O HE MOTJIO UCITYTaTh, OHO HE BBIPAXKaJIO HUYETO, TOJbKO
B IIIMPOKO OTKPBITHIX MEPTBBIX IJIa3aX OTPAXKaJICs CBETHIbHUK,
KoTOphlid Bepa nepxana B pykax.

OHa HaKJIOHWJIACh HYWIKE, ¥ BIPYT JIMIIO CTAJIO MPUOIUKATh-
cs, Bepa B maHuke KayHyJach Ha3ajl, yXBaTUIach 3a MIEPIIaBYyI0
CTEHKY KOJIOJa — ¥ TIPOCHYJIaCh.

W cHoBa okazanachk B cajioHe camosneta. Coceq Apemait ¢ xyp-
HAJIOM Ha KoJjieHsiXx. Bepa mocupaena HEMHOro, oxujaasi, Koraa



BBIPOBHSIETCS IBIXaHUE, 3aTeM 00Tepiia JIMIO BIaXKHOU cander-
KOM, TIOAKpacuiia ryosl. B 3epkaie orpaxanach Hecypa3Hast JId-
HOCTb, BOJIOCHI KAKHE-TO CUBBIE — BHITOPEJIH, UTO JIY, HA UTAJIbSIH-
CKOM coJHLe. Y 11110, ¢ MIIOM HYKHO 4TO-TO Aenats. JlagHo,
9TO MOTOM, a Celyac ClieflyeT yNopsI0UYUTb CBOU MbICIIH, TOTIA
VICUE3HET 3aMOJIOIIHOE BHIPAXKEHUE B IVIa3aX.

WTak, U3 BCEro, 4To CIy4YUJIOCh C HEM 3a MOCJIEIHUE CYTKH,
MOJHO cJieJlaThb BbIBOJl, YTO OHAa YEM-TO 3aMHTEPECOBaJIa OIac-
HBIX JIIOJEN.

DTOT THII, BECh B IpaMax M OCIIMHAX, ¥ IEBULA EMY IOJ] CTaTh,
SICHO 7K€, YTO HE IPOCThIE OHU BOPUILKHU. Eciam jaxe B HOMEp
rOCTMHUIIB K Bepe 3asie3nu, HecMOTpsl Ha TO, YTO ABEPb OHA,
€CTECTBEHHO, 3allMpaJla Ha HOYb. 3HAYUT, CYMEIIH OTKPBITh, @ ITO
IIPOCTOMY YEJIOBEKY HE TaK-TO JIETKO.

B o6u1em, noHsaTHO, 4TO caMa Bepa um He HykHa, eciiu yecT-
HO, OHa BOOOIIle HUKOMY HE HYXHa. BOT meipHysa Obl neBuiia
Bepy HO’KOM — ¥ KOrO 3TO B3BOJIHOBAJIO ObI? []a HUKOTO, HUKOMY
HET 10 Bepbl HUKaKOro Jena.

Her y Hee Hukoro u3 6:iu3kux. beuta ogHa noapyra, fau Ta. ..
Kcratu, Hy’kHO OBl Kak-TO OTOMCTUTH JlapkuHOM Mamailtie 3a To,
YTO MOJACUpONUIIa e ApCeHus], Hy Ja JIAJHO, 9TO HE IJIaBHOE. ..

Bce Havasiock nocnie toro, kak Bepa nonyuywia B Ilommnesx
CTapvHHBIA amyJieT co 3HakoM ['epmeca Tpucmerucra, npuuem
OTIaU ero el siBHo no omuoke. Hy, nepemnyTan ee TOT yepHO-
BOJIOCBHIM MapeHb ¢ KeM-T0. CaMy BMHOBATHI, TOTYAC MOAyMasia
Bepa, Heuero OpUT10 BOPOH CUMTATh M [0 CTOPOHAM 3€BaTh.



Camu npoxyionaiu, a y Hee Tenepp HenpusaTHOCTH. M riaB-
HOE — Cpa3y HAJ0 Halajarb, XBaTaTb, B HOMEP HOYBIO JIE3Th.
Thl MOAOWM MO-XOPOIIeMy — TaK, MOJI, M TaK, OIMIMOOYKA BbI-
114, HE 3a Ty BaC, CHHbOPHUHA, IPUHSJIM, OTIANTE aMyJIeT Ha3a/l.
Hy, Bepa Obl 1 otnasna, et dyxoro He Hy:kHO. Ho Tonmbko ecnu
MO-XOPOLIEMY MOMPOCAT. A €CJIU MO-IUIOXOMY, TO 'y HEe PyKHU
pa3Bsi3aHbl, HE BUJATh UM 3TOTO aMyJieTa Kak CBOMX yIleu!

[TpousHecss mbiciaeHHO 3Ty ¢pady, Bepa cama ceGe yauBu-
nace. Cpajncs eid 3TOT MeTaIMUECKU KPYIJISIIIOK, XOTS OblI
Yl CTAPUHHBIM. A BOT KaJIKO C HUM PacCTaBaTbCs.

«U He oTnam HUKOMY! — C HEOXUJIAaHHOM 3710001 mogyMaa
Bepa. — Hu ypony atomy psibomy, HU TOi J€BKE CO IIpamMoM !»

Bricokast OproHeTKa B KOXKaHOW KypTKe-Kocyxe OBICTpO Iia
yepes JIOHBIN 321 a3pOoropTa, MPayHoO IS/ Ha CHYIOIIUX BO-
KpYT MaccaxupoB. Bpems OoT BpeMeHU KTO-TO U3 HUX HaJleTall
Ha Hee W, YBUJIEB MpAuyHOE JIMIO OPIOHETKH, CIIEIINT YCTYITUTh
ey 10pory.

['ne-To Mo myTu psiIoM ¢ Hell BOBHUK MYXKUYMHA JIET COPOKa
C IIMPOKUM CMYIJIBIM JIMLIOM, U3PBITBIM OCITMHAMM.

— B 4em neno? — npommnesn oH, He MOBOPAYMBasi rOJIOBbL. —
Tl HE OCTaa HaNly Bellb?

— He nmonmyumnnocsk! — orpbeI3Hynach OploHETKa, UCKOCa B3IJIS-
HYB Ha CBOET'O CITyTHHUKA.

— Thl YTO — HE CMOTJIA CITPaBUTHCS € TOM pycckoi? f ee Bupen,
OHa COBCEM He TpeHHpOBaHa!



—YTO K€ ThI, — OTPbI3HYJIACH OPIOHETKA, — YTO K€ ThI CaM C He
He crpaBuics Toraa, B [lomnesx?

— OauH — oIMH! — MOMOPIIWIICS MYKYMHA.

— To-to! — BproHetka paccinaduiach. — JleBuiia Oblia He Of-
Ha, €l Ha MOMOIIIb MPUIILJIA Ta TOJCTask TETKa, SKCKYPCOBOL. ..
HEe 3HAl0, KAK OHA TaM OKa3aJlaCh, HO BIBOEM OHHM OTOMJIHCH
OT MEHSI.

— CkBepHO, — MpoOOPMOTAT MY)KUMHA, — OY€Hb CKBEPHO. . .

OHU BBHIIIUIM U3 3/1aHUS] TEPMUHAJIA, HAMIPABUIUCh K MApKOB-
ke. Ho He ycrienu nmpouT 1 JBaJuaTH 11aroB, Kak psjioM C HU-
MU OCTAaHOBWJICSI JINTMHHBIA YEPHBIM JIMMY3WH C TOHUPOBaHHBIMU
crekaaMu. JIBepiia OTKpbLIach, U3 MallIMHbI BHICKOUMJI BHICOKUI
Herp B O€3yMpeyHoOM YepHOM KOCTIOME, CBEPKHYIT OeTKaMH TJ1a3
Y CyXO IPOrOBOPUIL:

— Cagurech. ['ocionun [pencenarenb xo4eT Bac BUJETh.

MyxuuHa TOOJIeTHEN, OTUEro ero CMyIjioe JIMIo Tpuodpe-
JIO HEXKUBOM TYCKJIO-CepbIi OTTEHOK. [leperisiHyBIINUCH CO CBOE
CIYTHULIEN, OH CIIPOCHUJI HETrpa:

— MBI oeieM B TOPOZICKYIO0 PE3UIEHIIUIO U Ha BUJLTY ?

Herp Huyero He oTBeTHII.

Myx4rHa OIyCTHJI TOJIOBY, CEJI Ha 3aJHee CuJcHbe. bproHeT-
Ka YCTPOWJIACh PSJIOM C HUM.

Herp cesn 3a pysib, 1 TUMY3UH PE3KO COPBAJICS C MECTA.

OueHb CKOpPO Maccaxupbl MOHSUIU, YTO €1yT 3a TOPO/I.

MaitimHa Kpykuiia 1o ropHoM Jopore, oJHUMAsICh BCE BhIIIE
U BHIIIIE.



CrneBa oTJIMBAJIO MEPCUICKON OUPIO30M MOpe B OesioM Kpy-
’KEBHOM OOpaMJICHUU TTPUOOSI, BIIEPE/IN B TOTYOOM IIMKE Ta s
MOPOCIIIE BUHOTPAJHUKAMU CKJIOHBI.

Hakoner marmHa rpeoosesna rnepeBaj v Hauyaja CITyCKaThCs
C JIpyroii CTOpOHbI Topbl. Bckope oHa cBepHyJia C IJIaBHOM J10-
pPOrU Ha Y3KYI0 MOIbE3AHYI0, TIpoexaa ele napy KUIoMeTpoB
Y OCTaHOBWJIACH TIEPe]] JKeJIE3HBIMU BOPOTAMHU.

Kamepa Ha BopoTax noBepHyJach, BOPOTa OTKPBUIKC.

MarmmHa 6ecrryMHO IMpOKaTHIa 1Mo OeJIOMY I'PABHI0 IOPOKKH,
MEXy KyCTaMU KPEMOBBIX P03, U OCTAHOBUJIACH TIEPE KPbLIb-
IIOM O€JIOro OJIHOSTAXKHOTO 3/IAHUSI.

Ha xpbuiblie crosiia Xynasi MOATSHYTasi KEHIIUHA CPETHUX
JIeT B TPAJULIMOHHOW YHU(OPME TOPHUYHOM — CTPOrOe TeM-
HO-CHHEe TUIaThe, OelTbIi NepeTHUK, Oenast KpyXeBHast HAKOJIKA.
BiieqHO-romyOble I1a3a CMOTpEJIM Ha TOCTel CTPOro M MOA03PH-
TEJIbHO.

Boaurens 3araymia MOTOp, OTKPBLUT IBEPIIbl MAIITMHBIL.

CMyTJIBIiA MY)KYMHA M €70 CITyTHHUIIA TIOHSUTUCH Ha KPBUIBIIO.

[TopHUYHAS IPOTsAHYIA CepeOPAHBIN MMOJHOC, U TOCTH Oecrpe-
KOCJIOBHO CJIOKUJIM Ha HEro OpyXkue — HeOObIIION YEPHBIN TH-
CTOJIET, IBA CKJIA/JIHBIX HOXA.

[opHUYHAsI TOBEPHYJIACh M, HUYETO HEe TOBOPsI, BOIILIA B JIOM.

['octn mocnenoBaiv 3a Hel.

OpnHako B JOMe OHU He 33/1ePKaJIHCh: MPOI ISl uepe3 MpoxJial-
HBIA XOJIJ1, BBUIOKEHHBIA YepHO-0eJI01 TIJIMTKOM, TOPHUYHAS BbI-
1UIa Yepe3 IPyrue ABepH Ha COIHEUYHYIO Teppacy, ¢ KOTOPOH IIH-



POKHE MpaMOPHBIE CTYTIEHU CITyCKAJIUCh B TEHUCTHIN cajl. B riny-
OUHE STOTO caJla BUIHEIICS 3aTSHIMBbINA MABIIILOH, YTO-TO BPOJIE
TAMHCTBEHHOTO KAMEHHOI'O I'POTa, BHYTPU KOTOPOT'O CTOSIA PE3-
Hasl IepeBsiHHAs cKaMbsl. PAoM ¢ rpoToM 11Bes1 60110 po3o-
BBII KYCT U %ypyajl UCKYCHO CIIPSTaHHbII CPEAN 3€JIEHN POIHUK.

— Oxnpaire! — IpOroBopuiia TOpHUYHASA U yAAJIWIACh.

CMyIIIBI MyKYMHA U €TO CITyTHULA OIYCTHUJIUCh HA CKaMblO
Y IIPUTOTOBWJIMCh K JOJITOMY OXKUJAHUIO.

TuimHa caia Hapy1anach TONBKO KypyaHueM pogHuka. [o-
TOM IZIe-TO COBCEM PSJIOM 3anell APO3J.

CMyIIIBId My KUMHA TSKEJIO B3I0XHYIL.

W B TO k€ MTHOBEHME Y HETO 3a CIIMHOW Pa3Jajics CTPaHHBIN
r0JIOC — T0JIOC, JIMIIEHHBIM BIPAKEHUS, JIMILIEHHBIN KUBbIX 4e-
JIOBEYECKMX OTTEHKOB. [ 0JI0C, IMIIEHHBIN BO3pacTa U Jaxke I0-
J1a, — HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO OIPE/IENUTD, IPUHAICKUT OH MYKIH-
HE WJIM KEHILHE.

— Bbl mpoBasinim €10, — MporoBOpuJI 3TOT HEAKUBOM rOJIOC.

CMyTIIBIil My’KYMHA B3IPOTHYJI, TIOTBITAJICS OBUIO OTJISTHYTh-
s, HO BOBpPEMS yIEpKAJICH.

— He o6opauunBaiitech, — NPOrOBOPUI HEXHUBOH IOJIOC
0e3 BCSKOrO BBIPAKEHHsI, — Bbl 3HAETE, YTO 3TO 3apEIleHO
IO/l CTPaxOM CMEPTH.

— 3Hal... — OTO3BAJICA CMYIJIBIA MYKUMHA.

— Urak, Bel IpoBaJIMIIN JIENI0, — IOBTOPUJI PaBHOLYIIHBIN TO-
JIOC y HEero 3a CITMHOM.

310 He ObUT0 OOBIMHEHME — 3TO ObLIA KOHCTATAIMS (DaKTA.



— 3paech HeT Haiel BuHbI, rocrionyH [pencenarens! — Bo3pa-
3WI CMyIJIbIA MyX)4uuHa. — Kypeep nepeaa mocbuiky ApPyromy
YeJIOBEKY. .. APYroM KeHIIMHe. DTO ero omuoKa, He MOsl. ..

— He HyxHO omnpaBabiBaThCsl, — MepeOU ero HeKUBOKW To-
JIOC, — B 9TOM HET HUKAKOro CMbICcIa. Bam ObLIO IOpyYeHo To-
JIy4UTh MOCBUIKY. BbI ee He nony4ywid. 3HauuT, Bl POBAIWIIA
JIeJIo.

Myk4rHa MoJIYal — OH MOHUMaJI, YTO €ro CjoBa HE UMEIOT
CMBICJIA M MOTYT TOJIBKO YCYT'YOUTh CUTYAIIHIO.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, HACKOJIBKO 3Ta MOCHUIKA BaKHA JIJIs1 HAIEW Op-
ragusanuu’?

— 3Hal...

— Brbl 3HaeTte, 4TO OUEHb CKOPO JOJKHO MPOU3OMTH YPE3BbI-
YafiHO BaXKHOE COOBITHE?

— Jla.

— 51 3Ha10, YTO Kypbepa Bbl YKe HaKa3aJiv 3a ero ommoky. [1o-
Yyemy Bbl CUMTAETE, UTO BAC HAKa3aHUE HE KOCHETCS?

—4... g4 He cumnrarw, rocrionuH IIpencenarens, HO A HaIEIOCh,
YTO €I1le MOT'y UCIIPABUTh CBOW MPOMaXx.

— Bo3moxHo. B mipuHIune Bac ciaenoBajio Haka3aTb W IO-
PYYUTh KOMY-HUOYIb JAPYrOMYy MCHPABUTH TOMYIIEHHYIO BaMU
OImMOKY, HO y HAC CJIMIITKOM MaJIo BPEMEHHU, YTOObI BBOJUTH HO-
BOI'0O 4eJIoBeKa B Kypc aena. [1oatomy, BO3MOKHO, 51 pa3penry
BaM JIOBECTH JIeJIO 0 KOHIIA.

— Cnacu6o, rocnionus IIpeacenarens! — CMyribili MyXKYiHA
BBITEp JIOO IJIATKOM. — I clieniaio Bce, YTO B MOUX CHJIAX. ..



— Bui paHo paccimadbumuch. OmmoOKa JoIyIeHa, ¥ KTO-TO JI0JI-
’KeH OBbITh HaKa3aH. Y Bac €CTh KakKas-TO KaHauaaTypa’?

— Kanguparypa? — CMymiblil MyskurHa 3510KO OEKUIIC, 3a-
TEM MOKOCHUJICSI Ha CBOIO CITyTHUILY, KOTOpasi BCE 3TO BpeMsI UC-
MYraHHO MOJTYaIa.

— Yr0 Xk, Balle NpeayiokKeHne MEHs1 yCTPauBaeT, — IPOroBO-
PUJI HEKUBOU TOJIOC.

B TO ke MrHOBeHMe pa3falicsi HerPOMKHUI XJIOTIOK, M OpIOHET-
Ka B KO)KaHOW KYPTKe, He U3/]aB HU 3BYKa, CBAJIUJIACH CO CKaMbHU.

Ona yexana Ha OOKy, I71a3a ee OBUIM IIMPOKO OTKPHITHI,
HO HUYETrO HEe BbIpaKaid. B 3aThUIKe y Hee YepHENIO MaJeHbKOe
OTBEpCTHE — BXOJHOE OTBEPCTHE IYyJIM. BBIXOIHOrO OTBEpCTUS
He OBLJIO — ITyJIs1 HeOOJIBIIIOro Kaaudpa ocTajach B TOJIOBE.

CMyribil My:K4MHA Noekuics. EMy crano XoJ0AaHO, O4Y€Hb
XOJIOJTHO CPeJ/i TOTr0 OJIaroyxaromiero caja.

HesxuBoii ronoc cHOBa 3aroBopui1, Kak OyITO HUYEro He ClTy-
YUJIOCh:

— MHe He HyX)HO, YTOOBI BHI JIeJIAJI TO, YTO B BalllUX CUJIAX.
MHe HyXHO, YTOOBI Bbl UCTIPABWJIY OIIMOKY 1 BEPHYJIU MOCBLIKY.
[Tpuyem crenath 3TO HAJIO OYEHb OBICTPO.

— 4 cnenato, rocnoguu [lpeacenarens. ..

— 4 3Ha10, 4TO Kypbep MOKa3aJl BaM KEHIIMHY, KOTOPOU OH
OTHAJT MOCBUIKY. BBl IpeNPUHSLIM KaKUe-TO I1aru?

— [a, xoneuHo, rocnogun IIpenceparens. Ho moka... mnoka
MHE He y/aJoCh BEPHYTh MOCHUTKY. OOCTOATENHCTBA CKIIAbIBA-
JIUCh HEYAAYHO.



— I'me ona ceviyac?

— Vaerena B Poccuro.

— Iloyemy >xe BbI BCe ellle 3/1eCh?

— 4l... TOJILKO MOTOMY, YTO XOTEN JOJIOKUTh BaMm.

— Bo1 ponoxunm.

HexuBoi rojoc 3amosyal.

CMyTJIBIiA My)KYMHA €11le HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CH/IeJT HETO/IBUX-
HO, 3aTeM Me[IJIeHHO, OCTOPOKHO IMOBEPHYJICS.

[Mo3aau HEro HUKOTO HE OBLIO.

CamorieT MArKO KOCHYJICS KOJIECAMU 3€MJTH U TIOKATHJI 1o Oe-
TOHHOM nosioce. [Taccaxuppl O CTPAHHOMN TPAAUIIM 3AaTI0U-
POBaJIH, 3aT€M Ha4aJIM TOTOBUTHCS K BBIXOY. XJIOTAJIM KPBIIIKU
OaraXHbIX CEKITUH, TUINAINA BKJIIOYaeMble Teie(DOHbI.

Bepa nmocrana cBolo CymKy, Hajela KypTKy, MPOCTWJIACH
¢ mpogeccopoM U JIBUHYJIACh K BBIXOAY U3 CaMoJIeTa.

— 3BOHMTE, €CJIM 3aXOTUTE Y3HATh YTO-HUOY/Ib PO AaHTUIHOE
MICKYCCTBO, — C yJIBIOKOM CKa3aJl OH.

— Bcenenpemenno, — BuiTamuiaa Bepa w3 mamsitu Heyno-
Tpedisiemoe coBo. M yiblOHYIach TOXe, MepexBaTUB 3II0OHBIN
B3IJIs1]1 ApCEeHMUSI.

VBuneB, 4to (PU3MOHOMHSI y HEro pacmyxja, W Ccaau-
Ha TOJ TUIACTBIPEM BOCHAIWIach, Bepa omlyTuia HeObIBasioe
YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE. 3aXOTEJIOCh CKOPUYUTh €My 3BEPCKYIO POXKY,
TaK 4YTO MPUIIUIOCH B3ATh CeO0s1 B PYKH U BCIIOMHUTH O JIOOBU
K OmmkHemy. Bepa He TO 4TOOBI YCTHIINIACH, HO OOJTBHO JKAJTKUA



ObLT y ApceHus BUJ, TaK YTO OHA TMOXeNaia eMy Ha MpOoIlaHue
3[I0POBbSI U BCSTYECKUX YCIIEXOB.

[TacnopTHBIT KOHTPOJIb MPOILIM OBICTPO, HO Y JICHTHI Oarax-
HOTO TpaHCHopTepa MPUIIIOCh MPOCTOSTh OOJbIlE MOMyvaca.
Kars 3a coboii yemonaH, Bepa BblIiIa B ITyMHBIN 3271 a3pOHOP-
Ta. OHa MPOTUCKUBAJIACh CKBO3b IJIOTHYIO TOJIITY BCTPEYAIOIIUX,
KOIJja Ha Hee HaJleTesla Kakasi-TO 3aroJIoIIHas TETKA, I0NbIThIBA-
sick, pUOBLT Ju peric u3 dioccenbaopda.

— He 3nato, — yectHO oTtBeTHIIa Bepa, — s npuierena u3 Hea-
MOJIA. ...

— A Tioccenbaopd koraa? — He OTCTaBajla TETKA, BUETMBIIUCH
B BepuH pykaB. — Ceityac JOIKHBI MATH Haccaxupbl u3 [ioc-
ceapgopda!l OH yxke copok MUHYT, Kak cen! [louemy oHM Tak
JIOJITO HE BBIXOIAT?

— Ia s1-TO nipu 4eM. .. — Bepa nomnbitanach BBIPBaThCsl, HO TET-
Ka BLIENIWJIACh B €€ pyKaB MEPTBOM XBATKOI1.

Kpaewm rmaza Bepa 3ameTnia Kakoro-to IrycTporo Myxkudka
B HAJIBUHYTOM Ha IJIa3a KENKe, KOTOPhId KPYTWUJICS BO3JIE HEE
Y SIBHO NPUDISABIBAJICA K ee yemoaaHy. OHa XMypo B3IJISIHYJIA
Ha 9TOro MyXKHUUKa, MOATSIHY/Ia YeMOJaH MOOIMIKe.

Ene oTBsA3aBIIMCh OT HACTBIPHOM TeTKH, Bepa mpooOuiack
K BbIXOy U3 TepmuHaia. Ha kpato TpoTyapa nmaccaxupbl J0KU-
Jauch Takck. Bepa 3acternyna KypTky — nocie Vranuu eit Obl-
JIO IPOXJIaIHO, OCTAHOBWJIACh BO3JIE MEPEXOAA, U PAIOM C HEu
TYT K€ 3aTOPMO3MJIa CBETJIO-Cepasi MallllHa.

— Takcu HykHO? — OCBEIOMUJICS, BBICKOYMB Ha TPOTYyap, rop-



OOHOCBIN TTApeHb C BRIOPUTOM HArOJIO TOJIOBOM U, HE TOKU/IAsICh
OTBETa, CXBATUJI €e YeMOJIaH, 3a0pOCHJI B Oara’kHUK.

—ITycth Oymer Takcu, — cornacuiach Bepa, BHE3aIHO Ol TUB,
KaK ycTajla OHa OT TiepesieTa, OT BCeX MPEeIIIeCTBYIONUX COObI-
THI, OT TOTO, 4TO BCEe BpeMsl Oblila Ha JIIoAsax. Het cuit tamurhbest
Ha TIepEeKJITHBIX, BOJIOYA 32 COOOM TSDKEITBIA YeMO/IaH.

TyT psagoM ¢ MalMHOW BO3HUKJIA SKEHIUHA JIET COPOKA,
B KypTKE HEMBICIIUMO SIPKOW PaClIBETKH, MMOKPHITAsi CBEKUM 3a-
rapoMm.

— 51 panbinie ee kanal — 3aBepeiaia OHa, MBITAsCh OTTEPETh
Bepy ot Takcu. — 910 Mos mamumHa!

— Xenmuna, yiiMutech! — XOIOTHO TPOrOBOPHIT BOIUTEb. —
Sl yxe mpuHSLT 3aKa3, ¥ Belly B OaraxxHUK nosoxwui. [logoxanre
CJIEAYIOIIYI0 MalIUHY !

[Tpu 3TOM OH TaK B3IJIAHYJ HA 3aropesyio TeTKy, 4To Ta OT-
CKOYMJIa OT MAIlIMHBI KaK OIIMapeHHas.

Bepa B3noxHyna ¢ obneryenuem. Eii He Tepriesiock 10OpaThest
JI0 TIOMa, TIPUHSATH TYIII, OTIOXHYTH Mocsie joporu. TyT oHa cro-
XBaTUJIACh, YTO POCCUMCKUX JICHET Y Hee HEMHOTO, U CITPOCHJIA
BOAMTEJIS:

— A CKOJIBKO 3TO OyIIeT CTOUTH?

[Mapenb Ha3Ba HEOXKUJIAHHO HU3KYIO 1IeHy. Bepa obpanoBa-
JIach, HO BCE K€ pelllnia IIPOBEPHUTh, XBATUT JI Y Hee JICHeT.

OHa OTKpbUIa CYMKY, KOTOpasi BUCeJia y Hee Ha JIOKTe. . .

W HacTpoeHue y Hee pe3KO MCIIOPTHIIOCH.

Cymka Obuta pa3pe3ana, v KOIIEJIeK U3 Hee Tporall.



— Bot uept! — nporoBopuiia Bepa, BCHOMHUB OIIIMBABIIETOCS
BO3JIE HEe MOI03PUTENBHOIO My XKUUYKa. — BoT uept!

JleHer B Kollle/ibke ObLJIO HEMHOTO, HO KaJKO ObUIO HOBYIO
cyMKy. Kynuna ee B Heanone, xopoiasi, koxaHas... A cra-
PYyIO BEIOpOCHIIA, TIEPEXBATUB MIPEHEOPEKUTENTbHBIE B3IJISIIIBI TY-
puctok B aBroOyce. Bot Tereps u cymku Hery... Kpome Toro,
KaK Ternepsb JA00parbes 10 aoma?

W TyT OHa BCIOMHMJIA, YTO B KOIIIEJIbKE, KPOME JIEHer, ObLII TOT
crpannbiii amyser u3 [lomnen. Ilpu stoi meiciu Bepa Heoxu-
JaHHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA HACTOSAIYIO (hM3UUIECKYI0 OO0JIb, KaK Oy[I-
TO JIMIIIUJIACH YETr0-TO OYeHb BAXKHOTO U JIOPOroro.

Ona noBepHyJ1ach K BOIUTENIO U MPayHO ITPOrOBOPUIIA!

— Takcu otmensercs!

— Yt0 3HAYNT — OTMEHSIETCAA? — HEIOBOJIBHO MPOOACHIT BOJIH-
Tesb. — Tak jaena He aenatorcs! JJoroBopuinchk exatb — 3HAUUT,
enem!

— Ho y mens nensru ykpaim!

— Bepa, y Bac 4T0-TO CIIy4nsiocs? — pa3gaiics BAPYT 32 CIIMHON
y Bepbl 3HaKOMBII TOJIOC.

Omna oGepHynach 1 yBuzena npogeccopa Kozonoesa.

[Tpodeccop cTosin BO3Je COMUAHON YEPHON MAITMHBI, MOJIO-
JIOM YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM, IOJ] IIBET MAIMHBI NMAJIbTO YKJIAIbIBAI
B Oara)xHUK €ro BeIIH.

— V¥ Bac uto-TO ciyumiiocsk? — nosTopui npodeccop. — Ha Bac
OyKBaJILHO JIIIA HeT!

— Ilpencrapnsere, noka 1uia yepes3 3aj1 MpuiieTa, pa3pe3ain



CYMKY M YKpaJIi Kollesiek ! — mokayioBasnach Bepa, mokazas 6e3-
HaJIe’KHO TIOTyOJIEHHYIO CyMKY.

— Bo3bMurte geHbrv Ha Takcu ! — TporoBOpuII poeccop U cy-
HyJ1 B pyKy Bepsl kymopy. — DTtoro nomkHo xBatuth! 1 moa-
Be3 Obl BaC Ha CBOEW MalllMHe, HO HaM He MO MyTH, Mbl eIeM
He B [letepOypr, a B [Tymkun.

— 51 He Mory B3aTh y Bac sieHbru! 1o HeynooHo! Mbl ¢ BamMu
MOYTH HE3HAKOMBI! — Bepa nomnsitanack oTAaTh Kymopy npodec-
COpY, HO TOT YK€ CaiiJICsl B MAlIMHY U MaxXaJl €l pyKOM:

— He roBopute miynocrei! Ecnu 3axoture BEpHYTh — y Bac
€CTh MOSI BUBUTKA, a 51 Oy[ly TOJIKO pajl MIOBOMY ellie pa3 BCTpe-
TUTbCA C BaMu!

Bepa xotena eie 4to-T0 CKazarh, HO MalIMHA Mpodeccopa
YK€ COpBajach C MECTa.

— Enem! — HanoMHMIT 0 ceOe BOAUTENb TAaKCH. — 37€Ch HEJIb3s1
JIOJITO CTOSATH!

— Enem. .. — nporsanyna Bepa u onmyctuiach Ha acCaxupCKoe
CHUJIEHBE.

Tonbko yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHA CHOXBATHIIACh, YTO BO-
JUTENb JaKe HE CIIPOCUJI €€, KyAa €Xarh.

— A criepBa Bce B OJHY CTOPOHY €11yT, — IPOTrOBOPUJI TOT,
CJIOBHO IIPOYUTAJI €€ MBICIIU, — HY, IOUYTH Bee. Tak Kyna enem?

Bepa nHaszBana aapec. Boguresb paBHOIYIIIHO KMBHYIL.

Bepa npukpbuia 11a3a, BCIOMUHAS CBOM UTAJIbsIHCKUE IPU-
KJIIOUEHUSI.

Hano ke, CKOJIBbKO BCEro MpOM30IIIIO U3-3a ITOTO amyJsieTa —



U KaK IJIyNo, Kak OeccMbICTIeHHO Bce 3akoHumiock! Ero ykpain
KAKOM-TO CITy4alHbIM MEJIKAY BOpuIlKa. .. Hy, 3HauuT Tak Tomy
1 ObITb. Hy’)KHO BBIOPOCHTB M3 TOJIOBBI BCE CITyUUBINIEECS U CO-
CPEAOTOUYMTHLCS Ha CETOHSIIHEM JIHE. TouHee, cerogHs oHa OT-
JOXHET, a 3aBTpa HAJI0 BKJIOYAThCs B padory. [1o3BoHUTH yue-
HUKaM, CKa3aTbh, YTO BEPHYJIACh, 3aHOBO COCTABUTh pacCIMCaHUe.
Kpome Hee 3Toro HUKTO He c/ieNiaeT, cama Ha ce0st padoTaeT, Hu-
KTO HE COJIEPKMUT.

OHa OTKpbLIa [J1a3a U C YIUBJICHUEM YBUJEa MPAYHbII €Jlb-
HHK 10 CTOPOHaM II0CCe.

— Kyna Mbl enem? — cripocuiia OHa BOAUTEIISI.

— D10 00be3/,, — OTBETU TOT, HE TIOBOpAuMBasi TOJIOBbI, —
Ha KosnbrieBoii aBapus, st ee o0beny. He Bonnyiitecs, jodepemMcst
ObicTpO!

Bepa nuuero He orBeTmIIa.

3a OKHOM MallIMHbI TEMHEJO, U HACTPOEHUE, U TaK UCTIOPUYEH-
HOE KpaXeu, CTalo elle XyxKe.

«Hy, nmamHo, ckopo s Oyay noma, — MmeITagach OHA YCIIOKOUTD
ce0s1, — 1oM, MuJIbii ioM! JIomMa 1 cTeHBI TToMOoramT ! »

Pacxoxue 0aHaTbHOCTU HUYYTh €€ He yTEellau.

Bepa npezacraBuna cebe OeCKOHEUHYIO Yepey OXUIAIONINX
ee OJMHOKUX OyTHEel, JICHUBBIX U TYIBIX YYEHUKOB, JICHEKHbIC
poOeMbl, CISIKOTh U XOJIOJ TO3/IHEN OCEHH. ..

3a OKHOM CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE TEMHEE U TeMHee. MalllvH Ha J10-
pore COBCEM He CTaJo.

Bnpyr Takcu 3aTOpMO3HIIO, CheXaslo Ha 000YMHY U OCTAHOBH-



nock. Hactynmna rynkas, THeTyIas TUIIHA.

— Yto ciyunsock? — yauBIIeHHO cripocuiia Bepa.

— Mortop 3arioxX, — OTBETUJI BOOUTENb U OTKPBLI Oap/iavuok, —
ceiyac 51 Bce UCIIPABIIIo. ..

— Morop 3amiox? — nepecnipocuia Bepa. — CtpaHHo. ..

OnHa xoTenma cKa3zaTh, YTO BOOUTEIb CaM €ro 3arTyIiul,
HO He peluiach MPOU3HECTH 3TO BCIyX. Bl Ka3aiock, 4To Mo-
Ka OHa He O3BYYMT CBOM CTpax — BCE €Ille MOXKeT KaK-TO pa3pe-
[IATHCS, HAUTH KAKOE-TO OOBIYHOE, OE30ITaCHOE OOBCHEHNE.

— HaBai1 cyMKy! — IpOroBOpuJ BOAUTENb, U B PYKE €ro OKa-
3aJICSl HOK C BBIJIBMKHBIM Jie3BreM. — JlaBail cyMKy, uiu st Tebe
MOp/y U3yponyio!

OOBIIEHHBIX, OE30ITACHBIX OOBACHEHNN HE OCTAI0Ch. Bee Obl-
JI0 y’KaCHO, OE3BBIXO/THO, IOCTATOYHO OBLJIO YBUETh O€3KaJIOCT-
HBI OJIECK B TeMHBIX IJ1a3ax Boautesss. CyMepKH, IyCThIHHAS
JOpora, ¥ CyMacIIe/IIINN ¢ HOKOM B pyKax... TIOMOIIHU KJIaTh
HE MPUXOIMTCH.

Bepa mombiTasack HE3aMETHO OTKPBITh JBEPILy MAIIIHHBI,
HO HUYETrO He BBIIILIO — 3aMOK ObLT 3a0JIOKUPOBaH.

— Ha, — Heoxu1aHHO CIOKOMHO TiporoBopriia Bepa u Opocuia
BOJUTEITIO CBOIO CYMKY, — TOJIBKO TaM HMYETrO HET, 10 TeOs yxe
MOCTAPAJIUCH !

Boaurens, nim TouHee rpabUTENTh, CXBATHII CYMKY, 3aITyCTHII
B Hee pyKy. [ToToM BBITPSIXHYJT COIEPKUMOE CYMKH MEKIy CO-
601 1 Bepoii. Bepa Bxkasiach B JBepIly MallliHbl U CMOTpEJa,
KaK uyKue rpyoble pyKd pOIOTCs B ee Belax.



—I'ne on? — mporoBopuIT HAKOHEI I'paduTeNb, TOTHSB Ha Bepy
MpauHbIi B34, — [ e oH, 51 Tebs criparmBaio?

— 41 ke Tebe cka3zaia — KoUIesIeK y MEeHsl yKpasiv B a3poropry!

— 4 He mpo Koulenek crpamuBam! — psABKHYN IpaOUTeNb
Y CHOBA MOBTOpWJIL: — ['ie on?!

— O 4eM TbI rOBOpHILIB?

— TbI OTJIMYHO 3HaeEIb, O YeM!

Bepa 3amonuasa, U3yMIIEHHO VI HA MYKUYMHY.

Ona ObUta yBEpeHa, 4TO €€ MTAIbsIHCKME HEeTPUATHOCTH 3a-
KOHYMJIMCh, KaK TOJIBKO OHa ceJla B camoseT. Ho 1o okaszanoch
He Tak. HaBepHsiKka 3TOT rpabuTeb UINET MOMIENHCKUIA aMyJIeT.
ITosToMy OH cpa3y nozxouesn K He, IO3TOMY 3allPOCHJI TaK MaJlo
JEHeET. ..

N Bepa He npuymasia HUYEro Jiyylile, YeM CECTh B IIEPBYIO XKe
NONAaBIIYIOCS MalIMHYy. [la OH U He TaKCHCT BOBCE, TO-TO TETKa
B IPKOM KypPTKE OTCKOYMJIA OT HETO KaK ollnapeHHas. YTo oH en
cKazan?

Bepa He cBoaMIIa 11a3 ¢ OIECTSAIIEro J1e3Bus.

— I'ne on? — noBTOpMII rpabUTENh U TIOTHEC HOX K CAMOMY €€
JILLY.

— I'oBOpIO € — OH OBUI B KOIIEJIbKE, a KOIIEJIEK Y MEHs yKpa-
m!

— Bpems! — OH emie pa3 nepepbul CoIEpKUMOe CyMKH, HUYe-
ro He Hauten. [Ipu sTom BeprH MOOMIIBHBIN Tesle(hOH COCKOIb3-
HYyJI Ha TI0JI, ¥ TpaOuTelTh CIaJ0CTPACTHO HACTYITMII HA HErO HO-
roi. PaznaBnennsiii TenedoH 3axpycres, a rpadUTeNb PU/IBHU-



HyJIcsi K Bepe u mpunsiics oOmapuBare ee onexay. [eByr-
Ky OYKBaJIBHO TPSCJIO OT MTPUKOCHOBEHUH HAIJIbIX, HA30MIUBBIX
pyk. Eii crasno Tskeno aplark, cepiie Ouoch 4acTo U HEPOBHO.

Huuero He Haiins, rpaOutenb CHOBa 3aMaxajl HOXKOM:

— I'ne on? I'oBopwu, nHaue ...

OH He 3aKOHYMJI CBOKO (ppa3y, HO BCe M TaK ObLIO MOHSTHO
10 €ro 37I00HO TOPSIIUM IJIa3aM.

— Jla kak TebGe BTOJIKOBATh, YTO 51 roBOpIo npaBay! — Bepa 1s-
JKeJI0, XPUILIO JbIIIajia, roloc €e OT 3TOro TO U JIEJI0 CPbIBaJI-
cs1. — Ecia T MeHs yObennb — 310 Tebe Hu4YeM He TIOMOXeT!
V MeHs Het Toro, uto Tebe HyxHo! Het! [ToHnmaes Takoe ciio-
Bo? Her!!!

Bonurens cMoTpen Ha Hee 3BepeM. Bapyr oH noTaHysicA K na-
HEJIM YIIpaBJIeH! s, Pa30JIOKMPOBAJT 3aMOK M BBICKOUMIT U3 MaIIH-
HBl. Bepa ¢ Hajgex 101 B3MJIsHY 1A HA 3aMOK 3aKUTaHUs1, HO OaH-
JUT BBITAIINJ KJTIOYH.

Ona noBepHyJ1ach, YTOOBI MOHATH, YTO OH JAEJaeT.

BriTaimus u3 Oaraxauka BepruH ueMoyiaH, OH BHITPSIXHYJT €T
COAEPKUMOE Ha JIOPOr'y U Ternepb MepepbIBajl €ro, TSKENO JIbIIa
Y Martepsch.

Bepa crpe6ia Bemmy B CBOIO CyMKY, MOJHSUIA C TIOJIA pa3/iaB-
JIeHHBIN TeJiepOH, OTKpPhLIa JBEPILy CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI, BHIOpa-
JIaCh Y3 MalllUHbI, ONJISIAEIACh.

['pabutens He CMOTpes Ha Hee, OH SIPOCTHO PACIIIBBIPUBAII €€
OJIeK]1y, OIIYNbIBAsl €€ B IOMCKAX aMyJieTa.

Jlopora Obl1a mo-npeKHeMy MYCTBIHHA, JIeC TI0 CTOPOHaM ee



cran coBceM TeMHbIM. bexats? Ho Gy aTh o HOYHOMY OCEeH-
HEeMy Jiecy — 3aHSATHE He 1)1 CTAOOHEPBHBIX . . .

Bepa ctrosina Bosiie MalliuHbl, He 3Hasl, HA YTO PEIIUTHCS.

Ee oxBatusio crpanHoe 6e3pa3inuyue.

Byab 4to OymeT... CHJI Ha COMPOTUBJIEHHE Y Hee MPOCTO
HE OCTaIoch. YepT ¢ HUMU CO BCEMU, MMPOBAIMCH €€ HUKYeMHas
nycTasi XU3Hb, ITyCKall OH YObET ee ceivyac, U He HyXHO Oyaer
OapaxTaTbCsl, KaK Ta JIATYIIKA B CMETaHe, YTOOBI BBIILIBITh Ha-
BEPX, BBUKUTD, 3apaboTaTh Ha ey u ofexay. Komy Bce 310 HyX-
HO? 3auem? [Ina yero? ITyckan yx CKOper HaCTyIIUT KOHEIL. . .

['paGuTen» TeM BpeMeHeM BBIJIOXCS, LJTU MY IPOCTO HAI0EJIO
BITYCTYIO pIThCsl B BeprHbix Beax. OH cHOBa o0ol11es MalliHy,
CeJl 32 pyJib, 3aXJIOMHYJ JBEPIbI U yeXaJl.

Bepa eiie HECKOIBKO MUHYT CMOTpEJia BCJe]] €ro MailliHe,
HE Bepsl, YTO BCE KOHYMJIOCh U OHA OCTaJIach KUBA.

Bnpouem, TO, 4TO OHa *kMBa, — MOXKATYH, €TUHCTBEHHBIN
IUTIOC B €€ MOJIoKeHuu. Bee ocTtabHoe yKacHO.

Ona crouTt nocpeny KakoW-TO IyCTBIHHOM JOPOTH, HE 3Has
Jlake MPUMEPHO, e HaxonuTcs. BoKpyr Hee — MpauHblii Jiec,
Ha I71a3aX TEMHEeeT, U Y Hee HeT HU TeJiehOHa, HU JIEHeT .

[TpocTo 4TOOBI YeM-TO ceOsl 3aHATh, OHA coOpasia pa3dopocaH-
HBIE 10 JIOPOTe BEIllY, KOe-KaK MOKKU/Iala UX B YeMOJaH, 3aKPbl-
na ero. Eif ObLJIO MPOTUBHO OTTOTO, YTO BCE TO TOJIBKO YTO TIe-
peTporajiy 4yxue Harjible pyKH, HO cefiuac Hy’KHO ObLIO lyMaTb
He 00 3ToM. Celtuac HyKHO ObUIO UATH, XOTh Ky/Ja-TO UITH.

Bepa nonuia Briepen, katst 3a cOOOM 4YeMOJJaH Ha KOJIECHKAaX.



Cymka 6onTasnach y Hee Ha JJokTe. OHa MpecTaBuia, Kak riyro,
JOJKHO OBITh, BBIIJISAUT CO CTOPOHBI, HO TENEphb 3TO ee He BOJ-
HOBAJIO.

Ona wmemneHHo Opena Breped, [axe MNPUOTU3UTETHHO
HE MPEeJCTaBIIsAs, KyJla BeJIEeT 3Ta Jopora. EnuHcTBeHHoe, uTo Be-
pa 3HaJja, YTO UIET B Ty K€ CTOPOHY, KyJa yexasl (pajbIIvBbII
TAKCHUCT, & OH, HABEPHOE, yeXajl B CTOPOHY ropoya.

Crano coBcemM TEMHO.

Bepa 1nna Bce menieHHee, 605iCh B TEMHOTE CBAJIMTHCS B Ka-
HaBy. Bapyr nopory ocBeTui roiny0oBaThiii KCEHOHOBBIN CBET.

Bepa obepHynacek 1 yBuzena apbl IpUOIMKAIOIIENCs C3a1
MarHbl. OHa OCTAaHOBUJIACK, OTOIILIA K 0OOYMHE U TIO/IHSLIA PY-
Ky.

MammHa mogbsexana Tak Onm3ko, uyTo Bepa cmorna ee pas-
DJIs1/1eTh: 3TO ObUT OOJBUION YEpHBIN BHEAOPOKHUK. Bepa ormy-
CTWJIa PYKY M 3aKycuia ry0y OT HCIyra: Bce 3HAIOT, UTO B TaKue
MAIlIMHbI HA B KOEM CJTyvae HeJb3sl CaIuThCsl, 0COOEHHO HOYBIO
1 Ha OE3MOAHON JOpore, MOCKOIbKY B HUX OOBIYHO €31AT OaH-
JUTHl U IpYTYMEe KPUMHUHAJIbHBIE TMYHOCTU. Ara, He eil Obl pac-
CYX/aTh, paHbllle HA/I0 ObUIO JyMaTh, KOT/Ia K TOMY «TaKCHUCTY»
cesia. XOTs. .. €CJIM OHU OXOTSITCS 32 aMyJIETOM, TO BCE PaBHO Ha-
M Obl, KaK ee 3anenuThb. JIagaHo, Terneps OHU OT Hee OTCTaHYT,
pa3 amyneTa OoJIbllie HeT.

BHeJOpOoXXHUK Tpoexasl MUMO, HO TYT ke COaBHJI CKOPOCTh
u cnan 3agoM. [lopaBHsBiIvMch ¢ Bepol, IKun ocTaHOBUJICS,
npaBasi JBepIa OTKPbLIACh, OTTYIA BBHIVISIHYT OOpOAATHIA Ma-



PEHb JIET TPUALIATH.

— JleBy1ika, caauTech! — MPOrOBOPMII OH TOOPOIYIITHO.

Bepa Hruero He OTBeTHIIA, TOJIBKO IMOKavyasia roJiOBOM.

— Jla mouemy? — UCKpeHHEe yIMBUWIICS MapeHb. — TeMHO ke,
70 KWJIbSI 1AJIEKO. .. CAJJUTECh, MBI Bac MofiBe3eM !

— He xouy, — orBetuna Bepa, oOperst nap peuu, — s rysio!

— I'ynsere? — [Napens moxan ruredamu. — B Takoe Bpems?

— IMaBnuk, noexanu! — pazgancs U3 MalllMHbBI KEHCKUH To-
joc. — Tebe uro — Oosblle Bcex Hano? Bumuies ke, 4To OHA
He XoueT!

— Hy, kak 3naere! — JIBepiia 3axJIONHY/IaCh, MallliHA yMYa-
Jach Briepes, 1 Bepa cHOBa ocTanach B TEMHOTE M TUIIIMHE.

Tenepp OHa MoOXaJsiena, YTO HE cella B ITOT BHEJOPOKHUK,
HO M3MEHUTh HUYEro yxke OblI0 Henmb3s. Hamo ke, mposiBuia
OCTOPOKHOCTB, & OKa3aJIoCh, UTo 3psi. Kak Ta myraHasi BOpoHa,
KOTOpasi KaxJ0ro Kycra OOUTCI.

Omna cHOBa moGpena Briepes, Bojoda 3a COOOM YeMOJIaH.

Bepa ese rienach, CIOTHIKASCh HA KAXK/IOM IIary U HeOOPhIM
CJIOBOM TIOMMHAsI UTAJIbSIHCKYIO TOE3JIKy, KOTOpas TaK YKacHO
3aKOHYMJIAC.

Brpyr nopory cHOBa OCBETHJI CBET aBTOMOOWMIIBHBIX (hap.

Bepa ocranoBuiace B cBete ap, MOAHANA PYKY U IPU3BIBHO
3amaxarna.

Terneps oHa OblIa TOTOBA CECTh B JTIOOYI0 MAIIIUHY, K CAMBIM
OTMOPOXEHHBIM OaHIWUTaM, JIMIIh Obl BEIOPATHCS U3 STOTO HOY-
HOTO OCEHHETO Jieca, JIMIIb Obl OKAa3aThCsl CPEeH JTIOIEH.



Cger (pap craHoBusics Bee sipue. HakoHell mailimHa nogkartu-
7na, oovexana Bepy u ocraHoBMIack. M3 Hee BHICKOUMIT MyKUMHA
JIET COPOKa, C KOPOTKUM €XKHKOM CBETJIbIX BOJIOC.

— Te0e uto, xkUTh Haj10e0?! — 3a0paJl OH, MoICKaKKuBasi k Be-
pe. — Topuuiilb HOYBIO OCPEU TOPOTH... 51 CIepBa MOAyMall,
YTO Y MEHS INIIOK !

— INoasesute mens! — B3monunacs Bepa. — He mory Gombitie
uaru! Horu yxe He uayt!

MyxunHa cmepun Bepy ¢ HOr O TOJIOBBI OLEHMBAIOILMM
B3IVI10M U XMBbIKHYJ1. He monpasuiacek, 3Haunt. Hy uto %, Bepa
ceifuac cama ceOe He OYeHb HPaBWJIACh, TOYHEE, OUCHb HE Hpa-
BUJIACh, TAK YTO B 3TOM BOIPOCE OHU ObLTU CONUIAPHBI.

— Thl Kak 37€Ch OKa3aaach? — CIPOCUIT OH COKOMHO. — Kakum
BETPOM TebsI Clofa 3aHeCIo?

— MeHns Takcuct orpadusi, — 4ecTHO oTBeTwIa Bepa, moaou-
pasch K MallluHe, — BHICAIWII 3[IECh U yeXaJl.

— Takcucr? — npotsiHyn MyxuuHa. — M3 asponopra, 3Ha4wuT,
exasa.

— Hy na, uz Uranuu npunerena. ..

— O kak! VI3 Utanuu, — OH CHOBA XMbIKHYJI.

Bepa THXOHBKO B3si1ach 3a PYUKy JBEpLbl U MOTSHYJA €€
Ha ce0sl, pelvB, YTO €CJIM YAACTCS el CECTh B MAIlIUHY, HA 32 YTO
OHA OTTY/a HE BBIUJIET, MyCKall XOTb CUJIOM BBITACKUBAET. A 4e-
MOJIaH MOKHO OPOCHUTB, JIUIIIb ObI TOMOU 10OpaThCs.

— Canucph yx! — My)urHa OTKpBLUI NE€pe] HEl JBeplily U 3a-
Opocut YeMofIaH B OaraxHUK.



— MHe TOJBKO IO MeTpo, — MUCKHYIa Bepa, — 10 mo6oi cTaH-
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3ajHee cujieHbe Y Hero ObLIO 3aHATO KaKUMU-TO MaKeTaMH,
CBEPTKAMHU U TIOKaMH, Io3toMy Bepa cena Bnepenu. OHa npes-
nowia Obl exaTh MOJYa, HO BOJUTENb CTaJl 33JaBaTh BOIPOCHL.
[NepBbiii ObUT TPAIUIIMOHHBIN — KaK €€ yropa3auio?

Bepa He orBermia, ToNbKO B3AoXHYJMA. [lomomuanu, nmotom
OHAa OCTOPOKHO MOCMOTpesia Ha Bogutens. Hudyero ocoGeHHo-
ro — Xy[10€ JIMIIO, KECTKUW €XKUK BOJIOC, BOJb HOCA MPOJIETIN
D1yOOKMe MOPIIVHBI, HO, BO3MOKHO, TaK KaKeTCs TIPU TJIOXOM
OCBEIIIEHUH.

MaitivHa BBIBEpHYJIa Ha LI0CCE, CTaJIO CBeTiee, M Bckope Bepa
yBHJIEJIA MHOXKECTBO OTHEH — CTaJI0 OBITh, rOpO[, OJIM3KO.

— Bor yuar Bac, ywar, — 3aroBopuJl BOJAUTENIb HACTABU-
TeJIbHO, — MPEeayNpekIA0T, YTOOBl HE CagWIMCh B MAIUHY
K HE3HAKOMBIM, TAKCH HYKHO BbI3bIBaTb B a3pPOIOPTY OT CTOU-
K1 WK 10 TeniehOHy, TOrJa HUKTO M He orpadur... Tak Her,
Bce 0e3 TOJIKYy, BCe Kak 00 CTEHKY ropox. BoT 3auem Tl cena,
na ere omgHa?

Bepa BHe3anHo pa3o3nuiack. YTo UM BceM OT Hee Hajio? Yero
OHM K HEHl MPUBA3AINCH !

— Cama 3Haw, 4To Iypa nosjHasi! — psBkHyJa oHa. — Hezauem
JIMIIIHUY pa3 HAIOMUHATB! A €Cli YK COBCEM HEBMOTOTY C UJIM-
OTKOM exaTb, TO BbICAJUTE MeHs1 BOH y 3anpaBku! Miuu npsmo
3]1eCh, JI0 TOpoja A0y !
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