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Bajsiepust BepOununa
bpuiummanT pOpTYyHBI

I'1aBa nepgBas,
B KOTOPOM 0COOBIil areHT MOJy4aeT 0co00e 3a/JaHue

I'pad YepHbIIEB HEPBHMYAI. DTO COCTOSIHAE BOBCE HE CBOMCTBEHHO BOEHHOMY MHUHHUCTDY,
M3BECTHOMY B CBETE CBOEM BBIIEPXKKOM, HO (paKT ocTaercs (hakToM: rpad Obu1 HecriokoeH. OH XOAuI
B3aJ-BIlepe]] [0 CBOeMy KaOMHETY, 3aJI0KMB PYKM 3a CIMHY, U TO U JieJIo Opocai B3MIAL Ha 00Jb-
IIM€ HAaroJIbHbIE Yachl, YKPAIIEHHblE MHOXECTBOM 3aTeHJIMBBIX (PUIypoK. BepIikoBOH TOMIIMHBI
KOBEp CKpa/IplBaJI I11ark, U MOHOTOHHOE TUKAHbE YaCcOB — €JUHCTBEHHBI 3BYK, HAPYILABIIMIA TUIINHY
B kKabunere. Cam KaOMHET OOCTaBJIeH C TOW HAPOYHUTOW CKPOMHOCTBIO, KOTOpasi MpHU UMIlepaTtope
Hukonae [1aBnoBuye craja c4uTaThCst XOPOILIMM TOHOM. MAacCHBHBIN CTOJI ¢ MHOXKECTBOM SIIIMKOB,
HECKOJIbKO CTYJIbEB C THYTBIMHM HOKKAMM, ITy3aThli IPU3EMHUCTBIN IKAIMYUK B YIIIY Ja YKE YIIOMs-
HYTbIE Yachl — BOT, MIOKaJIyH, ¥ Bce. Ha MpOTHMBOMOMIOXHOM OT OKHA CTEHEe BHCE MapaIHblid MOPTpeT
rocygapst B MyHaupe, 00T¢opTax Bblllle KOJeH U Oesibix JTocMHax. Ha pykax — Oenble mepyaTkul ¢
Kparamd, cyieBa Ha OOKy — ca01sl B HoXkHax. [ oioBa cierka nosepHyTa Bipaso. JleBast pyka npupep-
’KMBAET JIeKAIMI Ha CTOJIMKE IJIEM ¢ IBYIIaBbIM opiioM. [lorisazeB Ha noprper, YepHBIIIEB HEOXKU-
JaHHO OOHAPYKHJI, YTO BHIMYKJIbIE I1a3a UMIIEPATOpa U3-TI0fl BBICOKOTO JI0A MPUCTAIBHO CIEIAT 32
HUM. ['pad maxe moexumics, HO TyT Yachl 3aBOPKOBAJIM HEKHYIO MEJIOMIO, KOTOpast 0O3Havyasa, YTo
HacTajo JecATth. B To e MrHOBeHue pacTBOpMIIach BXOIHAs ABepb. I'pad kuBO 0OepHYICS.

— BeI3BanHbIi 110 BaleMy pacniopsikeHHio rocriogit Kasepus npuObL, Ballle peBOCXOIUTe b-
CTBO, — JOJIOKWJI BOLIEALINI aIbIOTAHT.

Ero npeBocxonuTenbsCTBO HETEPHETUBO MAXHYJ PYKOM.

— HemennienHo nporyctuts!

AJTBIOTaHT MOYTHUTETHHO MCTIAPHJICS, & €70 MECTO 3aHsLT 3arOpeJiblid, MOKapbIid OJIOHAWH B rap-
THKYJIIPHOM IU1aThe, KOTOPOE HE CIIMILIKOM BSI3aJI0Ch C €r0 sIBHO BOEHHOM BbilipaBKoi. He npeasaras
CBOEMY IIOCETHTETIO CeCTh, YepHBILIEB MOTYa U3ydal ero. JIMio cMenoe, SHepruuHoe, pKo OecTsT
cepo-3elieHble M1a3a. Hoc TOHKuUi, MpsMoid, poT YeTKO OYEepUEHHBIH, a MOAO0POIOK, MOXKAILYM, TAUT
u3NMIIHee ynpsaMmcTBo. HecMoTpst Ha 310, rpad ocTascs BIOJHE JIOBOJIEH pe3ysibTaTaMU OCMOTpA.
OH ucKpeHHe cunTai ceOsl HeIUIOXMM (PU3MOTHOMHUCTOM M, HABEPHOE, He Ha IIYTKY YJMBHUIICS OB,
ecu Obl eMy 3aMETHJIM, YTO OH YITyCTHJI U3 BUJly CaMO€ IJIABHOE Ka4eCTBO BOIIEAIIEro. A MIMEHHO:
Anexceii KaBeprH ObUT 4epTOBCKH XOPOIII OO0, U JI00ast skeHImHa oT Maapuia no Bnagusocroka,
He BJIaJiesl KICKYCCTBOM UTEHU JIMLL, B IEPBYIO OUYepeb 3aMeTrIIa Obl UMEHHO 3T0. OIHaKO OIBITHOMY
HapeaBopIly He ObUIO fieNa 10 MOJOOHBIX Mesouel. JIionu MHTepecoBaIM ero TONBKO KaK Opyaus,
NOIUYMHSIOIIMECS UM HE NMOAYMHSIOIIMECS ero Bojie, U Ha CBOETrO MOCETHUTENIsl OH CMOTpes Kak Ha
OJIHO U3 TaKUX OpyAUH.

— 41 pan, 4to BbI BepHY/MCh ¢ Pojioca 1iesibiM M HeBpeAUMBIM, — cKazal oH. — [IpucaxuBaiitecs,
Ipoly Bac.

Anexceit cen. OH OblJI TOTOB K TOMY, YTO CefYac €ro HauyHyT paccIpallivBaTh O MOCIEAHEH
MHCCHH, KOTOpasi OKa3ajach Ha PeIKOCTb OMACHOI U B TO € BPeMs Ha PeJKOCTb CKYYHOH, KaK U
NoJaBJIsiionee OONMBIIMHCTBO CEKPETHBIX MUCCHU. ['pad YepHHIIIEB Toke MOYYBCTBOBAI, YTO HAJ0
nojiepkaTh Oecey — XOTs, IO MpaBJie TOBOps, TO, Pay Yero ero NogUYMHEHHBIH e3qu1 Ha Pogoc,
Tenephb BOJHOBAJIO €T0 MeHbIIIe Beero. OH Aake XOpOLIEHbKO He TOMHWII TPUYUHY, 110 KoTopou Kase-
PUH TaM OKa3aJICsl, — YTO-TO CBA3AHHOE C TYPELKO-TPEYECKUMH JieJlaMi, HO YTO UMEHHO, HallpOyb
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BBUIETEJIO Y MUHHUCTPA U3 TOJIoBBL. Tem He MeHee UepHBIIIEB JII0OE3HO YIIBIOHYIICS U CIIPOCHJI TIEPBOE,
YTO MPUILLIO EMY Ha YM:

— Kak npomuio Bamie myremecrsue?

— IlpekpacHo, — oTBeTHJ1 OCOOBIN areHT AJjiekceil KaBeprH, MouTH He MOKPUBHB IyIIon. B
caMoM JieJie, 32 BpeMsi, KOTOpPOe OH TPOBEN Ha OCTPOBE, €0 MBITAMCh YOUTh BCETO MATh Pas.

— A cam Popoc? Kakoro Bsl 0 HeM MHeHUs1?

Anekceit oxxuBuicsa. OH 0XUIAJ, YTO eMy IIPEJICTOUT CKYUHBIN Pa3roBop O MOJUTHUKE, O TOM,
KaK TYpKH, KOTOPBIM TOTJa IPUHAJIEKA OCTPOB, IPUTECHSIIOT OSHBIX TPEKOB, HICKOHHBIX OOMTaTe-
Jiei, Ho rpad, Ka3anoch, MHTEPECOBAJICS BOBCE HE STUM.

— CMelieHbe BCex 310X U CTHJIEH, Ballle MTPEBOCXOAUTENbCTBO, — IpoMonBui KasepuH, Ore-
CTs1 IV1a3aMH. — PhIIIapcKue KPerocTd, U TyT Ke PAIOM — MEUeTH, pPyMHbI KATOIMYECKUX COOOPOB U
IIpaBOCJIaBHbIE IIEpKBU. A Kakas Tam npupozaa! Bpone to xe, 4to u y Hac, HO coBceM apyroe! Ecnu
YK POMAIIIKH, TO O TOSIC, U IIBET y HUX WHOU. PO3bl BenmmunHOM ¢ apOy3, UTOJIKH Y €JIOK B JIAJOHb
IUTMHOM, a YK YepTOMOJIOX. .. — AJIeKcel 3ayibloascs py OqHOM BocrioMuHaHuU. OH Kak pa3 coou-
pajicsl pacckas3aTh MUHUCTPY, KaK HAIlOpPOJICs Ha YEPTOIOJIOX, Jia3as [0 pOAOCCKUM ropaMm, U Tak Kak
9TO OBUT JOOPOTHBIN I'PEUSCKUI YePTOIOJIOX C UTOJIKAMU B JIBa JII0MMa BEJIMIMHOM, TO OH UCKPEHHE
oOpaioBasics Berpeue ¢ KaBepuHbIM 1 CKBO3b OJIEK Ty BUETIUIICS B €0 HOT'Y, TOUb-B-TOYb KaK coOaKa.

OpnHako, Kak OKa3aJoch, BOSHHBII MUHUCTP He ObUI paclosIokeH CIyIaTh TMOBECTh O YepTo-
TI0JIOXE.

— Y10 X, BEJIIMKOJIEIIHO, BEJIMKOJIEIHO, — IPOMOJIBUI rpad. — Mtak, Bbl BEpHYJIUCh U CHOBA
MIOCTyTIaeTe B Hallle pacriopsikeHre. Haieroch, BB XOPOIIO OTAOXHYJHN ? — 100aBUII OH C JIIDOE3HOCTHIO,
32 KOTOPOU MOIJIO CKPbIBATHCS UTO YTOJHO.

— Hacnaxpaioch yxe Tpetuii JeHb, — oTBeTHs1 KaBepuH criokoiiHo. — Biaropapio Bac, Bare
IIPEBOCXOIUTEIBCTBO.

OH ¢ J0OONBITCTBOM KIaJT MTPOIOKEHHUSI, ¥ OHO HE 3aMeJITUJIO TTOCIIE/I0BATD.

— 9710 XOpol1o, — ckazan YepHblEB. OH HAKOHEIl BEPHYJICS 32 CBOU CTOJI, CEJI U CJIOKMII PYKHU.
KoHunku nasyplieB cOnpuKkocHyMch. — OHAKO Ha TOCYAapeBOM CITyk0e JA0Jro OTAbIXaTh HE MPUXO-
OUTCS, 3HAETE JIU.

[TponsHeceHo 3TO ObLIO TAKUM TOHOM, UTO AJIEKCel cpasy ke TOHSUT: ero cBo001a KOHUMIIACh,
Tak TOJIKOM U He HayaBlch. OH Hacynuics. Mimneparop ¢ mopTpeTra cypoBO CMOTpEJI Ha HEro, IMpH-
3bIBasi K TIOPSIZIKY.

— JloKeH 7 1 MOHUMATh CJIOBA BaIllero MPEeBOCXOJUTENLCTBA B TOM CMBICIIE, UTO... — HavyaJl
KasepuH.

— MmenHo Tak, Anekceit KOHCTaHTUHOBUY, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBEYaJl BOGHHBIA MUHUCTP. — Y
Hac MMeeTcs JIIsl BaC COBEPILIEHHO 0CO00E MOpyYeHHE.

SIpKuii IeTHUIA CBET BIMBAJICS B OKHO, U KaBepuH Buies, Kak IJIAIIYT B HEM HEBECOMBIE 30J10-
ThIE MBUTUHKHU.

Kyna ke ero nonunor Ha 3tot pa3? B Ilepcuto? B fnonuio?

— Kaxercs, Bbl ObiBanu Bo @panipm? — cipocust YepHBIIIEB.

AJiekceii OJHSL TOJIOBY.

— Taxk To4HO, BaIlle IpeBOCXOOUTENLCTBO. [IBa rosa Ha3zaz.

— Bor u npekpacHo, — 3akuBan YepHe€s. — Torga Ui Bac HE COCTABUT TPyJa CHOBA Tyna
MIPOKATUTHCH.

KaBepuH BocIiprHsI CJI0Ba €ro NpeBOCXOAUTENbCTBA KaK IIYTKY, U IIPUTOM JIOBOJIBHO CKBEP-
Hylo. B 3moxy, Korna He ObLIO CaMOJIETOB, & CTPOUTEIIBCTBO KEJE3HBIX TOPOT TOJIBKO-TOIBKO HAUH-
HAJIOCh, IyTENIeCTBUsI ObUIM BOBCE HE TAaKUMH YK NMPUITHBIMH, KaK Mbl TIPUBBIKIA BOOOpaKATh.
TpsicK¥ie SKUTaKK, CKBEPHBIE IOPOTH, a CKOJIIBKO MPOOIEM C OHUMH JIOIIAIbMU, HE TOBOPS yXKe O
TOCTHHUIIAX, MHOTHE U3 KOTOPHIX OTHIONb HE SIBJISUTUCH 00Pa3lioM YUCTOTH 1 yioTa! M Xopoino, eciu
Ha JIOpore He BCTPETSITCS rpaOUTeIT, €M B YMCTOM TOJIe BaC He 3aCTUTHET rpo3a, €y Kydep Iora-
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JeTCs1 TIOKJIAUCTBIN M 3HAIOIIMI CBOE JIeN0, ecid... Ho TyT umnepaTop Ha MmopTpere HaxMypHIICs
CTOJIb TPO3HO, UTO AJIeKCel MOHST: HUUero He mojesaenib. ExaTh Tak exaTh, Kak cKa3asl IMOIyrai,
KOTOPOTO KOIIKA BBHITAIIMIIA U3 KJIETKU.

— Jleno B ToM, — ipoMoBUT rpady, Kak Obl M3BUHSSICH, — UTO BCE BAIllM TOBAPUIIM Ceiiuac Ha
3aJJaHUSIX, M TaK TIOJyYMJIOCh, UTO TOJBKO BBl OKA3aJIUCh CBOOOIHBI.

"Hy 4to MHe cTOMJIO 3a/iepkaThcs Ha Tpu-deThipe qHsA B Onecce», — MEJBKHYJIO B TOJIOBE Y
KaBepuHa, HO BCilyx OH, pa3ymeercsi, CKa3ajl COBCEM HMHOE:

— Pacrionaraiite MHOIO, Kak cOUTeTe HYKHBIM, Ballle TIPEBOCXOJUTEILCTBO.

YepHBIIIEB 00OPUTETIHEHO KUBHYJL.

— Bot u npekpacHo. Terneps, M, OTHOCUTEIBHO 3a1aHus. JlomkeH nMpeaynpeauTsb Bac, Cyaapb,
JeJI0 BECbMa JIeJIMKATHOE.

KaBepuH mouyBcTBOBaJI KUCIBI IPUBKYC BO pTy. Kora BOeHHbBII MUHHUCTP TOBOPUT OCOOOMY
areHTy, 4To TOT JOJIKEH 3aHATHCS YEM-TO JICTMKATHBIM, 9TO HE CYJIUT PEIIUTEIBHO HIUETO XOPOIIIETO.
A YepHBIIEB MEX TEM IIPONOJIKAJ, CJIOBHO 3aJaBUIMCh LIEJBIO ONPABAATh XyALINE OKUAAHUS IOA-
YUHEHHOTO:

— Jla, nenvkatHoe... W IEKOTIMBOE... M COBEPIICHHO OCOOeHHOE... Brpouem, 00 3TOM 1,
KaKeTcsl, y’Ke TOBOPHJL.

OH yMOJIK U CTpOro norisen Ha Ajekcesl.

— [a, Bariie mpeBOCXOAUTENbCTBO, — OTBETUII TOT. Hasto ke, B caMoM [iesie, YTo-HUOyb CKa3aTb.

— Ha, — ycnokowics Yepusimées. — U, pasymeercsi, Bce AOJKHO XPAaHUTbCS B COBEPIIEHHON
taiiHe. Heyormyctumo, 9to0sl ertie KTo-HUOYIb TPO3HA 00 STOM.

[Tportue Boimu KaBeprH MOYyBCTBOBAJI HEKOTOPBIN MHTEpec. UTO MPOUCXOIUT, B caMoM jese?
Uro 3a mopyueHue Takoe, KOTopoe rpad HUKaK He MOXKET BBICKA3aTh IPSMO, a TOJIBKO IpeIocTeperaet
J1a XO/IUT BOKPYT Jia OKOJIO?

— 4 nymato, BB MOKeTe BCEIIeIO Ha MEHsI MOJIOKHUTHCSI, Ballle TPEBOCXOANUTENBCTBO, — CKa3all
Anekceil.

Hukonaii cMoTpen Ha Hero TsKeIbIM B3MJISLIOM, OyITO XOTelNl CKa3aThb: Ja-C, CyAapb, 3HAIO f,
YTO BHI MIPOXBOCT, MHAYe Bl OBl HUTIOUEM 37IeCh He OKa3asuch. Ho nenath Hevero, mpuaercsa-Taku
MOCBATUTD BaC B CyTh, [IOTOMY KaK OCTAJIbHBIE — eIlle OOJIbIIHe TPOXBOCTHI, YEM BHI.

— MB&I ¢ BaMU, MIJIOCTHUBBIN TOCYaph, 3HAKOMBI HE TIEPBBIH JIeHb, — TPOI0JIKal YepHBIIER, — U
s1 3HAI0, YTO BBl yMeeTe JAepKaTh s3bIK 32 3y0amu. Tem He MeHee JJOJIKeH HATIOMHHUTb: BCE CKa3aHHOe
MHOIO JIOJKHO OCTaThCsl CTPOro Meskay HaMmu. Ha aTom st 0cob0 HacTauBaio.

— $1 noHnMaro, Baiie MPeBOCXOUTEILCTBO.

— MHave mocnencTBrst MOTYT OKa3aThCsl COBEPIIIEHHO HerpeackazyeMbiMu TS Bac. He 3a0bI-
Bayite 00 aTtoM, Anekcelt Koncrantnaosuy!

AJlekceil TeprieTb He MOT, KOTJla eMy yrpoKalli, M Jake KOTjia YrpokKajau BOSHHbIE MUHUCTPBI
JepkaBbl, KOTOpasl B JIAHHBIA MOMEHT Wrpajia OJHY U3 MepBbIX posiell B Mupe. OH cUMTal, 4ToO 32
JIBa rojia B 0co00M CTy)KOe 3apeKOMEH/I0BaJT ceOsl IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI eMy He JOKy4Yasld HallOMUHA-
HUSIMU, YTO XOPOLIMI areHT — B MEPBYI0 O4Y€peIb TOT, KOTOPHI YMEET XPaHUTh TaiHBI.

— 41 OB Bce-TakM Kenaj, Baile MPeBOCXOAUTEIbCTBO, — MPOMOJIBIII OH, TIOAITYCTUB B TOJIOC
BKPAUYMBOCTH, — y3HaTh, B YeM COCTOUT MOPYUYCHHUE, U, IO BOBMOKHOCTH, TIonojipoOHee. Benp Mue
KaK-HUKAaK TPHUJIETCS €ro BHIOTHATh, — JOOABUJI OH, MUJIO YJIBIOHYBIIIHCH.

I'pac nepenepHyn rmedamu. OH 1 cam ObLT HE pajl, YTO MPHUIIIOCH 3aTESATh STOT Pa3roBOpP, HO
J€J10 COBEPILIEHHO OYEBUIHO HE TEPIIEJIO OTJIaraTebCTBa.

— Urtak, Anekceit KoncraHTMHOBUMY, ciyiiaite u 3anoMuHaite. Bl moegere Bo ®@paniuio ¢
nammoptoM Ha cBoe uMms. Ha tore ®pannuu, B Hunne, Haxonutes Buwiia «Jla Bepeen». Ha atoii
BUJLIE. ..
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I'1aBa BTOpas,
B KOTOPOM AJieKceill pa3roBapuBaeT C
MOPTPETOM U NMOJIy4aeT OT HEro Ha opexu

KnyT co cBuctom paccek Bo3ayx. Jlomaay TpOHYIUCH, SKUIAX 3arPOMBIXaJ 110 eTepOyprekon
MOCTOBOH.

— H-Ho, ponumeie!

KaBepuH npucioHWICS 3aThUTKOM K CIIMHKE CHJIEHbsI U 3aKpbul 1a3a. CTosso paHHee yTpo
11 mions 1838 roga. Buepa nocie pasroBopa ¢ MMHUCTPOM OH BEpPHYJICS K ceOe U cpasy ke Beel
OeHNMKY ['puilike ykiaabiBaTh Belly. ['OTOBBI MAIIMOPT M MOJOPOXKHYIO MPUHECTH yxke depes
HECKOJIbKO YacCoB.

— Jlo Opecchi... A u3 Opeccel — Ha KopaOie 1o Mapcens. ..

V0atokaHHbII MMOKauYMBaHUEM KuMaxa, Ajekceil fpeman. Bo cHe mepes HUM MPOHOCHIIUCH
OOPBIBKYM BUEPAITHETO pa3roBopa ¢ BOHHBIM MUHHUCTPOM.

— Ha st1o¥1 BUII7Ie skMBeT ojiHa BhICOKast ocoda. .. OHa MoIpasJisieT TaM 3/I0pOBbe. .. Bo3ayx tora
®paHiyy, Kak BaM U3BECTHO, BechbMa IiesieOeH 115 TeX, KTO OOJIeH JISTKUMH. . .

Ocoba... Ocoboe nopy4eHue. . .

— DToi1 3MMOM ee BHICOUECTBO HEXOPOIIIO ceOsl TOUYBCTBOBAJIU, U IOKTOPA, TOCOBETOBABIIIUCH,
petu otipaButh ee B Hutiry. Ero nMmnepatopckoe BeJIMUecTBO HEe MMeJT BO3PAKEHUH. . .

— He umen, — ronocom Hukomnast oro3Baics moprper Ha creHe. Vimmeparop 1ieBesbHYIICS,
TOTJIA VT JILICUHY Y TIOAKPYTHII YCBI, TIOCJIE YEro IPO3HO MPUIIYPHUIICS HA OCTOIOSHEBIIUX codece]-
HUKOB. — Ee MaTh MeHs1 yroBopHIia, IeCKaTh, OCTAJIACh €JUHCTBEHHAsI 104b, IBOE OCTAJIbHBIX YMEPIU
OT 4axoTKH... U 5 ee oTmycTu, a He ciieioBajio Obl. BceM M3BECTHO, UTO MOTyvaeTcsl, €Xelld MOJIO-
JOH JieBulle BOCEMHAIATH JIET OT poay Bomo nate. Huyero xoporuero, qa-c! Y BooOiie HUKOMY
HEJIb3$1 IaBaTh BOJIM, TIOTOMY YTO OT 3TOr0 HAYMHAIOTCS BCE OC/ICTBUS. . .

"ITO COH, — BO CHe Jiorajiajics AJiekceil u yibiOoHyscs. — KoHeuHo ke, CoH».

B peanbHOCTH, OTHAKO, €My MPUIIIOCh HEMAJIO IOMYUYHUThHCS, TIPEXk/IE YeM OH CyMell HaKOHell
BbIBeIaTh y rpada YepHbIEBa UMSI «BBICOKOU OCOOBI».

— Kak, pa3Be Bbl He MOHSIH, O KOM $1 TOBOpI0? AslekcaHpa MuxaiiioBHa. .. Benkas KHsKHa,
TUIEMSTHHUIIA UMIIepaTopa... B ssHBape clieaylomiero roja JOKHA COCTOSATBCS e CBaabOa ¢ MpUH-
niem Kaccenbckum. ToT Opak MpU3BaH yKPENUTh HAIlIU APYKeCTBeHHbIe OTHOIIeHUs ¢ Kaccenbckum
replorcTBOM, M HUUTO He JIOJKHO eMy nomeniath. K HecyacThlo, KHsKHA ToBena cedsi JIeTKOMBIC-
JIEHHO. ..

Ara, coobpaszun Kasepun. HakoHel-to Mbl JOOpaIuch A0 CYyTH, XOTh U C IIPEBEUKUM TPYJIOM.

— Kak s yxe ynoMmuHas, KHsKHA Bblexaia Bo PpaHiuio 1Jist MONpaBKU 340POBbsi. TaMm OHa
MO3HAKOMMJIACH C OIHUM T'OCTIOJMIHOM JOBOJIBHO TYMaHHOTo mpoucxoskaeHus. [Toxoxe naxe, — Yep-
HBIIIEB OMACIMBO TIOKOCHJICS Ha TIOPTPET, — YTO OHA TIO3BOJIJIA ceOe. .. TM. .. YBJIeUbCs UM, U OoJiee,
YeM JJO3BOJISIIOT €€ BBICOKOE TMOJIOKEHUE U 3[IPABbINA CMBICII.

Ta-ak... 3Haem, 3HaeM. JII0OOBM HEBEIOMBI COCJIOBHBIE TIPEIPACCY/IKH U TaK JIAJiee. . .

— Ho a4 ero uMmneparopckoro BeMYeCcTBa U AJIsI BCETO PYCCKOTrO JIBOpa TaKOe MOJIOKEHHE
BeIllel COBEPIIIEHHO HeIoNMycTUMO. K cuacThio, K BEJTMKON KHsKHE OblTa TIPUCTABJIeHa HEKast JIOBKast
oco0a, KoTopast HeMe/1JIs1 U3BeCTUsIa Hac 000 BceM. Kak Bbl BUMTE, 1€J10 U BOPSIMb JIEIUKATHOE. .. U
BechbMa IMIEKOTIUBOE. TyT HEKOTOPbIM 00pa30M 3aTPOHYTA YECTh CAMOTO UMIIepaTopa, Beb Halll COI03
¢ Kaccenewm. .. okazascs noj yrpo3oii u3-3a HeJOCTOMHOM, CKakeM MPSIMO, MPUXOTH €€ BHICOUECTRA.

B rny6une gy Anekceit yxe 1aBHO ckydanu. Ctajio ObITh, BEIMKasl TallHa, 3a pasliiallieHue
KOTOpOH €My BCEero Kakux-HUOYIb MSTh MHUHYT Ha3a] HEJABYCMBICIICHHO MPUTPO3UINA KPETOCThHIO,
3aKJII0YaeTcsl B TOM, YTO MOJIofasl JeBYIIIKa, UIEMsIHHUIA umrnepatopa Hukonas, umena HecyacTbe
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B. BepOununa. «bpmumant ®opryHbi»

MOMIOONTH YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIN He siBjsieTcs mpuHLieM Kaccenbeckum. Ho, uept monepw, eil Beap Bcero
BOCEMHA/LIATh... Ecm B 9TOM BO3pacTe Hesb3sl JIOOUTh TOTO, KTO Tebe MO Cepilly, TO KOrmua ke
MOKHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?

A YepHbIIIEB BCce TOBOPUI U TOBOPWMII, OECIIPECTAaHHO BO3BpAIIasiCh K TOMY, UTO yxke ObLIO
CKa3aHo, TaK 4TO AJIeKcell Hayasl 4yBCTBOBATh CeOs CJIOBHO 3aKJIIOYEHHBIM B 3aKOJIOBAaHHBINA KPYT
noropstioruxcsi cioB. Ecnu nmpunn Kaccenbckuit y3naert... (Jaxe Bo cHe KaBepuH mpekpacHo
MOHMMAJI, YTO 3Ta HOBOCTH BPS/ JM OOpaayeT MpHHIA, OOHAKO YUepHBINERB MOTPATHI Ha JOKa3a-
TEJILCTBO 3TOM OYEBUJHON MCTMHBI UyTb JIM HE YeTBEpTh 4aca.) BaxHocth cowo3a ¢ Kaccenbckum
repuorcTBoMm... Mimmneparop HenoBodieH... [1o ero nmpocbOe MaTh Hamucana KHsDKHE, YTOOBI Ta He
3agepxkuBaiach B0 PpaHIM, OJHAKO OTBET jJovyepu ee obeckypaxwi. Heyxemu, nucana oHa, ee
pOIUTENM XOTAT, YTOOBI OHa ymepia, Kak mpexzae Ompra 1 Mapu? K muceMy ObUTHM MTPUIIOKEHBI
3aKJIIOUEHHS] TPEX JOKTOPOB, HACTAMBABILMX HA TOM, YTO KHSI)KHA JOJKHA npoecTd B Hulinie Bce
JIeTO 1 00513aTeIbHO BEPHYTHCS CI0/Ia Ha CIIEAYIOIIMI IO/, MHaYe OHM HU 32 YTO He pyvaioTcs. Moxer
OBITh, Pa3MIArOILCTBOBAT YEpHBIIIEB j1ajee, 3TO OObYHAS YJIOBKA... A MOXeT, U HeT... Beapb y
KHSDKHBI M B caMoM Jiefie cia0ble Jierkue. Ho camas Gosbinast mpodieMa — 3T0 BCe-TaKu He ee 3710-
POBbe, a DJIbCTOH.

— 51 BaM roBopmII, UTO €€... TM... IOKJOHHHUKA 30BYT DJIbCTOH?

Her, KaBepuH ciiplmuT 00 3TOM BIIEpBBIE.

— INonumaere 1, Anekceit KoncrantunoBud. .. TyT ecThb ellie O/IvH IEKOTIUBbII MOMEHT. Bece
HAIIIH MTPEATIONOKEHHSI OCHOBAHBI HA COOOIIEHUSIX OIHOW-EJMHCTBEHHOU 0COOBI, TPOBEPHUTH KOTOPHIE
3aech, B [lerepOypre, y Hac HET PeNIUTEIbHO HUKAKOW BO3MOXHOCTHU. [IpearonoxuM, 4yTo gaHHast
oco0a rmpasa 1 MeX1y DILCTOHOM U €€ BHICOUYECTBOM U BITPSIMb UTO-TO €CTh; HY @ €CJIM BCE 9TO B3I0P
1 BeiAyMKHU? OTell IeBYIIKY, BEJUKUN KHA3b Muxawi, Tak npsmMo U 3asBuil. KoHeuHo, ero 1oyb
CKJIOHHA K MEUTaTeJIbHOCTH, HO BCE JK€ HE MOIJIa OHA 3a0bIThCSI HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI YHU3UTHCS JIO. . .
70 KaKOro-To IIajonas.

KaseprHy ObLIO 4TO BO3pa3uUTh Ha MOCIIEAHIE CII0BA MUHUCTPA, HO OH OJIaropa3yMHO IPOMOJI-
yal.

— Taxk 4to moHeBosie MpUAETCs BaM, royOurK, moexath B Huliily u Ha Mecte mpoBepHTh, 4TO
Ja Kak.

"N Tonbko-T0?» — e/iBa He BBIPBAJIOCH Y AJIEKCesl.

— PazymeeTcs, Bbl HE MOXKETE ITPOCTO TaK B35ITh U HArPSIHYTh, IOITOMY MBI KO€-UTO IPUIyMaJIH.
Bel npeacTaButeck riieMssHHUKOM (ppeivHbl [ onukosoit, BapBapel @enoToBHbL. MBI yxe U3BECTUIIN
ee 0 TOM, YTO K Hell CKOPO ISl TOMPAaBKY 3A0POBbs MPUOYET MJIEMSIHHUK, TaK YTO C 9TOW CTOPOHBI
BCE JIOJKHO COMTH IIAJKO.

— A ¢peiimmza ['onukosa. .. — Hayan Kasepus.

— Omna Haxonutcst BO @paHIMKU BMeCTe C BEJTMKOW KHSIKHOM.

"W 3a0/1HO MUIIIET HA Hee JOHOCHI», — PO ceds 1o0aBuI AJIeKcel. A BCITyX CKasall:

— Ho 4 naxe He 3Ha10 rocroxy I 'onukoBy B ymno. Kak xe. ..

— Ouens npocto. — Y YepHbIIE€Ba BEIPBAJICS CYXOH CMEIIOK. — Kak TOIbKO yBUIUTE YPOAIUBYIO
cTapyxy ¢ TpeMsi O0pOIaBKaMH Ha JIUIIE, CMEJIO MOKETe 3aKJII0UaTh €€ B 00bAThsI U BOCKJIUIIATh: «BoT
u s npuexal, chere tante!!'«A panpine yx Barie 1esio, Kak MmocTynarh. $1 Obl MOPEeKOMEH10Bal BaM
MIPUTIISIIETHCS K OKPYKEHHUIO KHSKHBI, OCOOEHHO K ee JIMYHOM rpuciyre. Ciryru Bceraa Bce 3HaloT, 1
ecs Mex 1y AsiekcaHIpoil MuxaiioBHOM 1 DIbCTOHOM UTO-TO €CTh, TOPHUYHBIEC HABEPHSKA JOJIKHBI
3HATb.

— Ioxanyi, s Tak u crenaio, — ckazain Kasepun, MraoBenue nogyman. — Mtak, Mmoe nopydeHue
3aKJII0YAETCsI B TOM, YTOOBI 51 YCTAHOBHWJI, OTBEYAIOT JIM TIOJyYeHHbIE BAMU CBEJCHUS JeHCTBUTEIb-
HOCTH. ¥ IpaBUJIbHO TIOHSLJI, Ballle TPEBOCXOIUTEIbCTBO?

! Terymka (¢pany.).
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I'pad Yepnpim€p npuiypuics. B ero masax HeOXKUAaHHO NOSBUJIOCh KaKOE-TO HOBOE, XUIII-
HOE BBIPAKEHUE, U, 3aMETHUB €ro, AJIeKCel HEBOJIBHO HACTOPOKUJIICS.

— Her, muioctuBbiii rocyaapb. 10 eille He Bce. BepHee ckasarsb, 1ajneko He Bce. Bunure nm, —
BOCHHBI MUHUCTP CYXO YJBIOHYJICSI, — MBI, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, BBI3BAJIM BaC HE MOTOMY, YTO BbI
MOHAIO0WIMCh HaM Kak espion®. HacKONBKO s 3Hai0, B TIOJIKY BBl ObLIM OJHUM M3 JIyUIIUX (PexTo-
BaJIBIIIUKOB.

— He onHuM u3, a qydimM, — TUXO MOMPABUI MUHHUCTPA AJIEKCEH.

YepHBIIIEB KEITYHO YCMEXHYJICH.

— Bor-Bor. [lopyuenue Baiie, Anekceit KoHCTaHTHHOBUY, 3aKjIi04aeTcsl B cieayoomnieM. Bbl
npudynere Bo PpaHimio u ycrpoutech Ha Buiie «Jla BepBen» mon BUIOM TuieMsiHHUKA BapBapbl
®enoToBHBI. 3aTeM Bbl MOCTApaeTeCh BBISICHUTb, HACKOJIBLKO JAJIEKO 3alllJIM OTHOIIEHUS BETUKOW
KHSDKHBI M 9TOTO DibCTOHA. ECiiM BaM MOKaXeTCsl, YTO OHM XOTh HAa WOTY MepellarHy/iv rpaHulily
MPUINYHS, — TIOBTOPSIIO, €CITH JIAXKe BaM NOKAJCemcsl, a JOKA3aTeNIbCTB TOMY Bbl UIMETh He Oyere, —
BBI JIOJUKHBI HE KOJIEOISICh, MOJ1 JTIOOBIM MTPEJIOroM BbI3BaTh MChe DIILCTOHA HA y37b M YOUTH €ro.

XoTs Ajekceld 3a CBOIO KU3Hb MTPUBBIK KO BCAKOMY, TEM HE MeHee OH ObLT OIIEIOMIJIEH CTOJb
HEOXKHIAHHBIM IOBOPOTOM.

—To ectp, ecnu 4...

— oo, Anekceit KorcTanTHHOBIY, — 060pBa ero rpad. — Bel ke Bce pekpacHO IOHUMaeTe.
YecTh MMIIEpaTopa — 3TO U YECTh €r0 CEMbH, U JII0O0E MOCATATeILCTBO HA Hee JOKHO OBITh HeMeI-
JIEHHO HaKa3aHo. fI HMuYero He 3Hal O MChe DIbCTOHE. BechbMa BO3ZMOKHO, UTO 3TO BIOJIHE JOCTOM-
HBIA YeJIOBEeK, HO €CJIM OH U BIPSAMbB 3aBJIeK KHSDKHY, TO CKaHJATy HEOOXOAMMO TOJIOKHUTh KOHEII.
Jla, v ecltu CyIEeCcTBYIOT KaKKe-TO JI0KAa3aTe/IbCTBA UX... KXM, CHMIIATUY, TO Bbl 00SI3aHBI pa3bICKaTh
YX ¥ JJOCTaBUTD HareMy niociy B [Tapmxke, 6apony M. f nmero B BUIy MUChbMa, 3aIMCKU U TIONOOHbIS
MEJIOUH, KOTOpbIe UyTh MO3KE UMEIOT OOBIKHOBEHUE OKA3bIBAThCSI B CAMBIX HEOXHMIAHHBIX PyKax.
CnoBoM, BBl 00A3aHBI CAEIATh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI JO HAa3HAYEHHOW CBAALOBI, 4 JKEJaTeJbHO U
ToCJIe Hee, Ha KHSKHY He JIETIo Aaxe TeHu nogo3penus. [lonarato, BaM sICHO.

— [a, Baiie IpeBOCXOIUTENbCTBO, — OTBETHIT AJIEKCEH.

V Hero ObUTO YeTKOe OIIYIIEHUE, YTO B Pa3bIrpaBIIIeiics TIOOOBHOM ApamMe eMy OTBe/IeHa camasi
Mep3Kasi poJib, HO OH He MOT OTKa3aThCs OT JAHHOTO Mopy4yeHus. HUKTO U3 0COOBIX areHTOB HUKOT/Ia
HE MMeJT ITpaBa TOBOPUTH «HET». OT HUX KN TOJBKO «Ia».

— Bot u cnaBHO, — MpoCKpekeTas co CTeHsl MopTpeT. — Byaers xopoio cedst BecTy, Aam Tede
MIPSIHUK, @ HET — MOJIyYUIlb Ha OPEXH.

AJnexceil OUHYJICSI U B HEIOYMEHUU OIJISIIENCS. DKUIaK OCTAHOBWIICS Ha MOCTOSJIOM JIBODE,
neHmuk ['purika Bosmiics ¢ GaraxoM. Psaaom ¢ ux kapetoit okasasach Jpyrasi, U3 KOTOPOH Kak pas
BBIXO/IUJIM JIBOE MACCAKUPOB: TOJICTOIIEKAsH KYITYMXa B Karope, ¢ JICHTaMH, 3aBsI3aHHBIMU T1OJ1, TIO/I-
OOpOIKOM, U ee JI0YKa, TPEXOPOIIeHbKasI IEBOYKA C KAPH3HO HALyTHIMU TyOaMH.

— Bor HenochyiHasi, — yKOPU3HEHHO TOBOpPHJIA MaTh. — Byreib Xopoio ceOst BeCTH, MoJy-
YHIIb TPSHUK, a He Oyziels — OTHUMY KykJ1y. He peGeHoK, a HakazaHue 00kbe, YUeCTHOE CIIOBO!

HagepHoe, neBouKy Kyza OoJIbiIe MOpa3miIi MOCeAHUE CI0Ba, YeM yrposa. Tak uim uHaue, HO
OHa THXO 3aIlIaKkajia, pa3MasbiBasi cJe3bl 10 IeKaM. McnbIThiBas KpaliHe TArOCTHOE OLIyILEHHUe, Kak
BCSIKMI pa3, KOrJa XOTeJI0Ch BMEIIaThCsl, HO He ObUI0 Bo3MOKHOCTH, KaBepun oreepHysics. Cnathb
emy OoJIbIlie He XOTeJIOCh.

2 Mnuon (ppany.).
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I'maBa Tperbs,
B KOTOPO# AJjlekcell y3HAeT OT TOPHUYHOM BCe HYKHbIE
eMy CBeleHHUsI, a TAK:Ke BCTPeYaeTcsi CO CBOEH TETYIIKOM

6 utonst 1838 roza mog KpukyM Yaek Kopadib «Jlenbdua» Bolen B Mapcenbckuii nopt. Ha ero
OOpTy HAXOAMJICS YEJIOBEK C Cepo-3eIeHbIMH IJ1a3aMH, KOTOPOTo COMPOBOXAAT BepHbI ciayra. Oba
MIMeJY BCe OCHOBAHMSI TOPAUTHCS COOOH — Belb Ha Iy TEIIeCTBUE YIIIJIO HEMHOTMM OoJiee TpeX HeJledIb,
YTO IO TEM BpeMEHaM SIBJISIOCh PEKOPAOM CKOPOCTH.

Ha nopory ot Mapcesns 10 Huwiis! — 4T0-TO OKOJIO CTa NATUAECATH BEPCT, WM KWJIOMETPOB, —
Anekceii ¢ ['pumikoii notparim eme Tpu aHs. [essaroro mons Kasepun ¢ oM odneryeHneM
BBIOpAJICS U3 TWIMKAHCA, KOTOPBIH YKe yCIiesl MOPSIIKOM eMy OCTOUYepTeTh, Beslell IeHIUKY 3a0paTh
BeIllY, KOTOpble YMEIIAIUCh B OAHOM MAaJIEeHbKOM YEeMOJIaHUMKE, M 3aIlara 1o o0caxeHHOM MaJlb-
MaMH IBUTBHOH JOpore, B KOHIIE KOTOPOH I0KHA Oblla HaxoquThesl BUJUIa «Jla Bepeen».

ConHule CBETWIO Tak SIPKO, YTO CJIEMWIO IIa3a. ApoMarsl THICSY LIBETOB U TPaB CIMBAJINCh B
eIMHYI0 YIIOUTEJIbHYI0 CUM(POHMIO 3a11aX0B, U, BAbIXast BCEH IPy/Iblo BO3YX fora, Ajekcei AyMal, 4to
B HEM M BIIPaB/y €CTbh HeuTo 1ienedHoe. Bo BesAkoM cityyae, caMm OH 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0si PEBOCXOIHO.

Kyxkanu ToJiCThle MOXHAThIE HIMEJH, IeOeTaly MTULbl, TO U JIEJIO C [IBETOB MOJAHUMAJINChH
necTpble 6ab0YKM ¥, pa30MBIIMCH HA TAphl, BIIOOJIEHHO KPYKWIM APYTr Bo3ie apyra. Yepes cOTHIO
11aroB AJjiekceil 0OHapy K11, 4YTO MUP BIIOJIHE IIPUEMJIEM, Yepe3 JIBE — UTO €CJIH IIe-TO Ha 3eMJIE €CTh
paid, TO JIMYHO OH YrOWJI IPSIMUKOM B €ro CepLEBUHY. B rpyiu BOJIHOBaINCH M0Ty3a0bIThIE UyBCTBA
— BOCTOPT, YMWJIEHHUE, CYACThe, KOTOPOE OXBATHIBAET YEJIOBEKA, CTOMT €My IIONacThb B IPUATHOE IJ1a3y
MECTO, Tl €ro Ha BpPeMsl OTIYCKAIOT OOBIICHHbIE KUTEHCKHE 3a00ThI, 3TH Majlaud HAalMX OyIHEH.
KaBepuH 1maran Brnepes, HOYTH M03a0bIB O TOM, 3a4eM IpUEXall CIofla, U cpa3y ke 32 IOBOPOTOM
yBuzen goM. Torga oH cpasy e BCIIOMHHII BCE.

Hacynsice, Anekceit risipen Ha Bty «Jla BepBen», kak Ha Bpara. OOBIKHOBEHHBIN KEJTHII
JIOM B [IBa 9TaXa, BECh YBUTHIH TUTIOIIOM U (PUOJIETOBBIM BHIOHKOM. BOKpYT pacKuHyscst OOIMpHBIN
caji, KOTOpbIii Toxke He moHpaBuiics KaBepuny. Cajn, B KOTOPOM POCIIO MHOKECTBO CAMBIX Pa3HOO0-
Pa3HBIX pO3, ObUI YXOKEHHBIM, OMPATHBIM H... CIMIIKOM MCKYCCTBEHHBIM, YTOOBI Ka3aThCsl YacCThIO
pas. CrieBa MeXay AByMsI IEPEBbSIMH, alleJIbCMHOBBIM M I'PAHATOBBIM, ObLITA TIPUJIaKEHBI KAYEIIH.

INoTonraBmmick Ha Mecte, Asekcelt ABUHYJICS Briepel. KainTka Obuta OTKpbITa, U AYIY areHTa
cpasy ke KOJIbHYJIM Hexopolue nogo3peHus. Hecripocra, oif Hecripocta OHa OTBOpEHa JJ1s1 IEPBOro
BCTPEYHOro. MIHTepecHo, a HEBEAOMBIN FOCTIIOAUH DJIbCTOH YaCTO XOOUT STUM IIyTeM?

B cagy Hukoro He ObUIO, JIMIIb MOHOTOHHO Tpelai Ky3HEUMKH, a OOUH U3 HUX HaXaJIbHO
CKaKHyJ yepe3 10poxKy npsmo nepe KaepunbiM. Kavenu Toxe mycThl.

Anexceil oCTaHOBWJICS, MOIVISZIEN BIPABO, BJIEBO, M B 3TOT MUT U3-32 JIOMa MIOKa3aJ1ach XOpo-
IIeHbKasi TOPHUYHAS B TIPOCTOM O€JIOM IIIaThe U 0e3 Ty(esek, Tak YTo OHa Iula OOCMKOM MpsIMO
[0 TpaBe, MUHYs JOpOXKU. [IpaBoil pykoil rOpHMYHAs MpUXKKMMasla K TPyAU OXarlKy CHPEHEBBIX
KOJIOKOJIbYMKOB M YJIBIOAIach TON HEKHOMW, 3a{yMUHBO yJIBIOKOM, KOTOpast ObIBAET TOJIBKO Y OUEHb
CYACTJIMBBIX M OYEHb YHCTHIX AYILOW JIIOAEW. 3aBUJEB HEZHAKOMIIA, 32 KOTOPBIM CJIENOBAJI €T0 CIIYTa,
JeBYILKA 3aMepiia Ha MecTe, M yJIBIOKY TOTYaC CMEHMIJIO MHOE, HACTOPOKEHHOE BBIPaKEHHE.

— Bonjour, mademoiselle?, — ckazan Asekceit mo-ppaHITy3cKH.

— Bonjour, monsieur*, — oTBeTHIa AEBYIIKA, YYTHBO Npucesaast. — Yto Bam yromHo?

— 3910 Bwa «Jla Bepsen"? — cripocun Kaeepun. — 4 unty cBoto teTyniky, majgam ['onmkoBy.

JleBymika 4yTh CKJIOHHJIA TOIOBY HAOOK, U3y4asi ero.

3 3npaBcTBYyiiTe, MagemMyasens (ppany.).

4 3npascTByiiTe, cyaapb (¢ppaniy.).
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— BrI ee tulemssHHUK ? AX /13, s TIOMHIO, OHA TOBOPHJIA, YTO Bbl, MOXET OBITh, K HEll Mpue/eTe.

[TonoxwurenbHo, mogymanioch Asekcelo, YepHbiiies rpaB. Het Ha cBeTe Takol Belly, KOTOPYIO
HE 3Ha/IM Obl TOPHUYHBIE.

— Tak oHa 31ech? — CITPOCHIT MOJIOZION YeJIoBeK. — 51 ObUT Obl CYACTINB C HEl BCTPETUTHCS. MBI
C MO TEeTYIIKOW JIaBHO He BUJEJHCh, — JIOOABHII OH, KaK Oy/ATO U3BUHSSACE.

— Jla, oHa 37€Ch, — CKa3asia JeBylIKa. — S Tak aymaro.

OmHa yneIOHYIach M IOCMOTpeia B U0 KaBeprHy MpsMbIM, OTKPBITHIM B3IJIs10M. Ha Buj rop-
HUYHAsl COBCEM IOHasl — JIET CeMHAIIIaTh UM OKoJIo Toro. Hacrosias ManeHbkas 10:kaHOUKa: TeM-
HOBOJIOCAs1, CBETJIONIA3asi, C B3AEPHYTHIM HOCUKOM, TTYXJIbIM PTOM U 4yTh OTTOITBIPEHHBIMH YIIIKAMH,
OTCBEYMBAIOIIMMU PO30BBIM. 3aMeTUB, 4TO AJIEKCeld Ha HUX CMOTPWUT, OHA MOKpAcHeIa U cTraja
HAKPY4MBaTh Ha Majell MPsIKy, BHIOUBIIYIOCS U3 TPUYCCKH.

— MoxeT ObITh, — cCKa3aJl AJIEKCel, — Bbl €l JJOJIOKHUTE 000 MHE, MajieMya3elib?

— Honoxy? 517 — nopasuiack ieByIIKa.

— Hy na, — orBetnn KaBepuH, noxumas riedamu, — a 4To TyT TaKOro?

— JleicTBUTEIBHO, — TPOOOPMOTAJIA JEBYIIKA, IS Ha HEro BO Bee I71a3a. — Kak Bac 30ByT,
Mcbe?

— Anekceit KaBepuH.

— Anekceii KaBepuH, — moBTOpIJIa OHAa. — XOPOIIIO, 51 3alIOMHIO.

B cnenyromee MrHoBeHre Ky3HEUMKH 3aMOTIAIH, TI0 3eMJIe TIOOeKaIu TEHH, COTHIIE CKPBUIOCH
3a oomakoMm. [ToTomy 4TO B cagy MmoKa3ajioch HOBOE JIUIIO.

STUM HOBBIM JIMIIOM (KOTOpPOE C TPYAOM MOIJIO COMTH 32 TAaKOBOE) OblIa JaMa, JaBHO pacIpo-
IIABIIASICS U CO BTOPOM MOJIOAOCTBIO, M CO CpeJHUM Bo3pacToM. Ha Helt Obl1o rpomoszkoe Oeso-
JKEJITOe TI0JI0CATOE IJIaThe Ha JKECTKOM KOpCeTe, KOTOPBIM Tpellal Mpy KaxJIoM ee mare. Bonockl
JaMbl TIPAYECAHbl U HAITyApeHbI a-7s1 Mapus- AHTyaHeTTa, rpyab BO30YKIEHHO B3/IbIMAIaCh, 1JTUH-
HBII OyTPUCTHI HOC TOPYAIT YTPOXKAIOIIE, Kak rycapcKkas cadiis, a Ha Ieke, Ha JIOy U Ha Moi00poKe
MIPUMOCTHIIACH TPY OT'POMHBIE KOPHYHEBBIE OOPOIABKU.

— O, Barie BRICOUECTBO, — KpHUaia Jama Ha Oery, — Kak Bbl MOTJIM YWUTH M OCTaBUTh MEHS OIHY !
SI Tak BoJIHOBaJIACh!

BusrivBbiii BHICOKHI TOJIOC HAIIOMUHAJ TOT OTBPATUTENILHBIN 3BYK, KOTOPBIM pa3aaeTcs, eciau
IO CTEeKJIy C CHJION MPOBECTH MasiblieM. JleByiika modneqHesna 1 OTCTyiIa Ha3a/l.

— He crowio tak BonHOBaThes1, Bapapa denoToBHa, — XOIOIHO MPOMOJIBUJIA OHA HA YUCTE-
IIIeM PYCCKOM si3bIKe. — KcTaTu, s TOJIbKO YTO MO3HAKOMIJIACH C BAIIUM TUIEMSTHHUKOM.

Bapsapa ®enoToBHa 3aCThIa HA MECTE, OTKPBIB POT.

— Moum miemsiHHMKOoM? Kakum ertie rmieMsiHHUKOM ?

— Bot 3T10T MChe, — 0TO3BaJIach JeBYIlIKa, KuBas Ha KaBepuHa. — Pa3Be Bbl He y3HaIU ero?

— AX, Hy KOHEUHO Xke! — 3aJleneTaysio JyJ0BHIIE, MOJUTBEHHO CKJIA/JbIBasi CBOM MaJICHbKHE
CKpIOYEHHbIe py4YKU. — JIOporoi mjiemMsiHHUK !

— Anexkceii KaBepuH, — ObICTpO cKa3an AJiekceil.

— Pazymeercs, Anekcert! Kak xe s Te0s sxmana! Moit 1oporoii MajaburK, Kak e Thl BBIPOC!
[Totemnyit e cBOIO cTapyio TeTyIKy!

C 60sbI1I0i HEOXOTON AJIEKCel B3sUT MAJICHBKYIO PyUYKY, HATIOMUHABIITYIO KJICIIHIO Kpada.

— AX, Hy YTO 3a LEpPEMOHHUU, Mbl k€ POACTBEHHUKM! — jkeMaHHO Bckpuyaia Bapsapa deno-
TOBHA ¥, 0OXBATUB €r0 JIMILIO JaJOHIMHU, PACLIesIoBaa B 00€ IIEeKH.

— [Ipocrure, Baie BeicouecTBo! Ko MHe Tak peiko HaBeapIBaloTCsl poAcTBeHHUKH ! — OHa npu-
HsUIa CTPOTUM BUJI. — DTO €€ BHICOYECTBO BeJIMKasi KHsKHA AJiekcanipa MuxaioBHa, — TPOMKUM
IIENIOTOM COOOIIMIIa OHA AJIEKCEI0, — HO Bbl, KOHEYHO Xke, TPEKPACHO 3TO 3HaeTe!

AJekceil ¥ Tak yke TOTOB ObLT IPOBAJIMTHCS TIOJ] 3EMITIO, HO €My 3aXOTeJIOCh TPOBAJIMTHCS elle
r1yOxe, KOria OH YCTIBIIIAI CIIOKOMHBIN TOJIOC BEIMKOW KHSIKHBI:

12
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— Mpul yxe 3HakoMbl, BapBapa ®enoroBHa. JloikHa ckaszaTh BaM, 4TO Balll POACTBEHHUK, —
CBETJIbIE [VIa3a C HETOIOBAaHUEM CMEPUIIM AJIEKCesl C TOJIOBbI IO HOT, — IIPUHSLI MEHS 3a CIIyKaHKY !

Ha yponymBom nuuie BapBapbl ©eJ0TOBHBI OTpa3WiICsl CaMblil HACTOSIIMI ykac, OTYETO OHO
CHIeJIAJIOCh e1e raxke (XOTh 3TO U Ka3aJIoCh PEIIUTELHO HEBO3MOKHBIM).

— O 6oxe! Bame BoicouectBo! Ax! Ho BBl Tak H0OpBI, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, BBl BE/Ib MTPOCTUTE
OemHOTO 10HOITY? DTO ¢ HUM OBIBAET, C TEX MOP KaK ero paHwiM B royiopy Ha KaBkaze. Camu 3Haerte,
KaK OIacHbI NMOIOOHBIE paHeHus1! YMoJsiio, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, HE CEpOUTECh HA HEro! — MIaKCUBO
ropopuia ¢ppeisinaa. — OH OoJIbIle He IOMYCTUT MOJOOHO! OIJIONIHOCTH, 51 camMa, JITYHO MPOCIIeKYy!

Mauto Toro, yto Ajiekcest OnpeieuiId B TUIEMSIHHUKY K CTOJIb OMEP3UTEJIbHOMY CO3/1aHHMIO,
TaK B JIOBEPIIIEHHE BCETO «TETYIIKa» OObsSBUJIA €r0 UyTh JIM HE YMAJIMIIIEHHBIM. AJIEKCel CTUCHYIT
YEJTIOCTH, KEJIBAKU 3aIIPbIrajiv Ha €ro CKYyJIax.

JIOMKHO OBITh, OH M BIIPSIMb BBITJISIZIEN IOBOJIBHO JKaJIKO, TIOTOMY YTO KHSKHA TOJIBKO TTOTJISI-
JieJ1a Ha Hero 1, He CKa3aB HU CJIOBa, JBUHYJIACh B JOM.

dpeitnHa ocMoTpesia e BCiel, 3aTeM NepeBesia B3I Ha AJieKces] 1 YKOPU3HEHHO MOKa-
yaJia roJI0BOM.

— W onsath rae-To 6ponuiia 60cMKoM, — IPOroBOpUJIa OHa Briojrosioca. — Hu k uemy xoportemy
3TO HE NIPUBEJET, IOMSIHUTE MOE CJIOBO.

KaBepuH He 3Ha1, YTO MOKHO OTBETUTH, [IO3TOMY IIPOCTO MTPOMOTYAIL.

— 3nHauwmr, Bac mpucnan YepHbInEB? — ocBeroMmuiaach crapyxa. — Hy 4uro x, cmacu6o, 4to
MOZIBICKAJT MHE TAaKOro IMpHBJIEKAaTeNbHOro IjieMsHHUKAa. — OHa TpoHynaa KaBepuHa 3a pykaB. —
Npnemre.

— 4 nymato, — mpodopmoTan AJiekceil, OXBaueHHBII HEMPUBBIYHBIM JIJIs1 HETO CMYILIEHUEM, —
TOCJIe TOTO, UTO CIYYMJIOCh, KHSKHE Oy/IeT HeMIPUSITHO BUIETh MEHS B JIOME. . .

lonmmkoBa yJIBIOHYIACH.

— Ilycraxku. § gaBHO npegynpeaunsa ee, 4to Bbl, KOrja MpUEAeTe, IPOKUBETEe KAKOE-TO BpeMs
y Hac, TaK YTO OHA MPUBBIKJIA K 3TOM MbICTH. VIHOTIA, HE CKPOIO, C Hell ObIBAET JOBOJIBHO TPYIHO,
HO NEPEeYnTh MHE OHa He cMeeT. PelieHo: Bbl octaHOBUTECH 311ech. VI KpoMe Toro, BaMm Belb HY:KHO
M3y4UTh OOCTAaHOBKY, HE TaK Jiu?

Ee masa nelImMBo, MO-KEHCKU OLIEHUBAIOIIE U3Y4Yau AJIeKces, 1 OH HA MITHOBEHHUE MTOYYB-
CTBOBaJI ceOsl He B CBoel Tapenke. [leso BoBce He BO BHEHIHEM YPOICTBe [ OMMKOBOW U HE B ee
MOYTEHHOM Bo3pacTe. DTa KeHIMHA 00J1a/1ajia TaJaHTOM BHYIIATh HENPUSI3Hb K ce0e, HO OH HUKAaK
He ObUT CBSI3aH C ee Hapy:KHOCThio. MbiciieHHO KaBepuH Bce ke MOABICKaJl TOUHOE OMpejie/ieHue:
crapasi 3Mesl ¥ XaMeJIeOH B OfIHOM (priakoHe. AJIeKCel JI0CTaTOYHO 3HaJl JKU3Hb, YTOOBI [IOHUMATB,
YTO TaKue KEHIIMHBI — e[[Ba JI1 He caMmble onacHble. TeM He MeHee OH 3acTaBHJI ceOsl yIBIOHYThCS
«JJOPOTOW TETYIIKE».

— HasepHoe, BbI IpaBbl, — CKa3aja OH BCayX. — Benure MeHs, Bapeapa ®efnotoBHa, s crienyio
3a Bamu. ['pumika! Hy uro croums? Hecu Bemu!

[Nocne yxona ppernuHbl U3 cajja Ky3HEUMKH BHOBb BO30OHOBMIIM TPECKOTHIO, IIBETHI 3a01aro-
yXaJIi CUJIbHEE, a COJIHIIE BBIIVISIHYJIO U3-3a TY4. BpoueM, unTaresiy BOJIbHBI CYUTATh BCE ITO UUCTEN-
IIMM COBIIa/IEHUEM.
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I'1aBa uerBepras,
B KOTOPOH AJjlekcell 3BHAKOMHUTCS € MOJK0JIOIHON 3Meell
U yOe:KkJaeTcsl, YTO MHUP ellje 00Jee TeCeH, YeM CUUTAETCA

Crapanusamu ['onMkoBoM AJieKcero OTBENIM MPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY Ha MEPBOM 3Take, IJie OH
CMOT TIepeOfIEThCSI C JOPOTH, YMBIThCS U TIPUBECTU cels B MopsAoK. [eHiuka ['puriky nocenuim B
OOKOBOM Kpblile, IJie MPOKUBATHA OCTATBHbIE CITYTH.

— O6en Oyner B yeThIpe 4yaca, — npeaynpenuia Anekcest pperinHa. — XoTs sl TIbITajlach 3acTa-
BUTh KHSIKHY CJIEIOBATh ITUKETY, HO ST TYT O0e3 BCSIKUX LEPEMOHUI, a 32 CTOJ MPUIJIALIAIOT KOTO
nonasio. — ['onmkoBa noaxkana ryosl. — U eime sta Bropast ¢ppeilinHa, Kotopasi AypHO BIIUsIET Ha ee
BBICOYECTBO. . .

— Bropas ¢peinnmna?

— O na, ¢ BuIy Takas Muiasi 0coda, a Ha caMoM JieJie — OJIKOJIONHast 3Mesl. — [ 0IMKoBa rmoexu-
nack. — ByapTe ¢ Hell ocTOpoKHee, MHE KaXeTcsl, OHa TOJ0CaHa DIIbCTOHOM, YTOObI OKOHYATEILHO
CKOMITPOMETHPOBATD €€ BHICOUECTBO.

— Ecnm tak, — xMypo 3ameTus1 Ajiekceil, KOTOpoMy MpOMCXOosiiiee HPaBUIOCh BCe MEHbIIIE U
MEHBIIIE, — BbI 00sI3aHbI ObUIN JIOJIOKHUTH KOMY CJIE/TyeT ¥ JOOUThCS YCTPAHEHHSI COOOIITHUIITBL.

— A BBl 1ymMaere, s He nucana B [lerepOypr? — BckuHy/ach crapas 1ama. bopoiaBku Ha ee nuiie
BOMHCTBEHHO 3aTpereTaiy. — 5 u3Bena yiiMy OyMard v B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TIOJIy4YrJIa OT rpada OoTBeT,
4yTO BTOpasi (ppeilyinHa HPAaBUTCS €€ BBICOUECTBY, 4 HUKAKUX JOKA3aTeJIbCTB TOrO, YTO OHA 3a0HO
C DIbCTOHOM, Y MeHs1 HeT. Ho MOsi MHTYUIMS TOBOPUT MHE, YTO 3Ta 0co0a 3[ech He MPOCTO Tak!
OHa sIBHO BeJIeT KaKylo-To cBO urpy! M oHa coBepiieHHO HEMO3BOJIMTEIBHBIM 00pPa30M BIIHSIET Ha
ee BhICOYECTBO. Bbl BujeM, B KakoM Bule AJsiekcanapa MuxaiioBHa pasry/vBaer no caay? 9T1o
Bce BiusiHue BTopol ¢hpeiinnbl! B IletepOypre Benkas KHsKHA HUKOTA, HA 32 UTO HE TIO3BOJIMJIA
Obl ceOe Huuero nopoOHoro! A atuker? Bo urto mpeBparwics 3tuker? KHsbkHa HEOIYCTUMO MM
npeHeOperaet! HenqaBHo K HaM mpuesxas aHIIMACKUI KOHCYI, TaK KHSDKHA BeJiesia eMy IepeaaTh,
YTO HE3[0POBA U MPUHSTH €r0 HE MOXKET. A B TO ke caMOe BpeMsi OHU CO BTOpoM (hpeiIMHOM rajainu
10 KapTaM Ha OyjyIiee |... U XOXOTaJIH TaK, YTO ObLIO CJIBIIIHO Jaxke B camxy! CMesuch Kak. .. Kak
Kakue-HUOYIb TPOCTOMOAUHKY ! BocnuTaHHbIe TIOIU He TOTKHBI TPOMKO cMesAThes! S yxk He roBopio
0 TOM, 4TO...

W ona nmycruiiack u3narath JUIMHHBINA MIepeueHb rPexoB BTOPOM (hpeiIHbI, KOTOpast MaJlo TOTO
YTO 3Mesl, YUTAET BOJbHOAYMHbIE CTUXU M POMaHbI, He MOAOOAIIIMMY JIJIsl YTEHUSI JeBULIAMH, HO
TaK:Ke 37I0YMBIILISIET HA )KU3Hb [ 0JTMKOBOM U 1aXke OIHAXKIbI MOJIOKIIIA € B TOCTEITh KUBYIO MBIIIb.

— Bupyr Buxy, uTo mpocTteiHs meBenutcsi! Y u3-noa Hee MOKasbIBaeTcs... cepasi rojioBa ¢
ycamu! U ¢ po3oBbIM HOCOM!

AJnekceil mombITancs MpeacTaBuTh cede peakuuio BapBapel ®e1oTOBHBI, KOIja Ta yBHUjENA
MBIIIIb, HO TYT €ro BOOOpakeHUe C TI030POM BBIKMHYJIO Oeiblid (hj1ar ¥ KaruTyIMpoBaJIo.

— Ckaxure, oporas TeTylIKa, — IPOMOJIBUJI OH, ITPEpPbIBasl HETOAYIOLIUE U3IUAHUA | 0lMHMKO-
BOM, — KAKOrO BBl MHEHHSI 00 9TOM DJILCTOHE?

— [Ipoxoaumern, Kakux CBET He BUjEN, — HU MTHOBEHHS He KOleOssCh, OTBETUIA MOYTEHHAs
nama. — Bripouem, BbI caM JIETKO CMOXETE COCTAaBUTh O HeM cBoe MHeHHe. OH cOOMpAJICsl HABECTUTh
KHSDKHY CErojiHs1, — I00aBujia OHa MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO.

— Ouenb xopoiilo, — cKkazain Aniekceil. — A Ha Oyayiiee, eciid Bam MOHaJA00UTCs yIpaBa Ha 3Ty
BTOPYIO (PpeilyIHy, MOXeTe CMeJIo 0OpaIlaThesi KO MHe.

— O poporoi1 mnemsHHUK! S Bcerga 3Hana, 4To MOTYy Ha Bac MOJIOXKUTHCSA !

OpnHaxo, korjaa ['omMKkoBa HaKOHEeIl CKPbUIACH 3a JIBEpbIo, AJieKcel, 00T BECTb OTYEro, MovyB-
CTBOBAJI OOJIETYEHHE.
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Hacrosimas ropanunasi, pycoBosocasi ppaHitykeHka sKaHHa, mprHecsa BEThI M OCTABIJIA UX
B Ba3y, CMaxHYyJIa MbUIb CO CTOSBINUX B YTy (papopoBbIX Oe31eyIleK 1, TOBEPHYBILIKCH K monsieur
I'officier’, KOKETIMBO CIIPOCHIIA €r0, He MOXET JIM YeM-HUOY/Ib ellie ObITh eMy TOJIC3HOM.

— Her, manemyazesnb, — oTBeTU1 AJIeKCel U BPy4YrJI €l MOHETY 3a Tpyabl. [leByiiika mpucena,
CTpeJibHYJIa Ha MPOIIaHbe [Ia3aMU U UCYEe3a.

B nonoBune yerBeproro Anekceil yke HaXOAWICS B TOCTMHOW. 3a MUHYTY JO TOTO K JOMY
TMOJIKaTUJIO IIETONIbCKOe TUIIbOOpH, M KaBepuHy He Tepresnoch yBUAETD JIMIO YesIOBEKa, KOTOPOTo
€My, MOXeT ObITb, IIPECTOSIO BCKOPE YOUTb.

IMonxons, oH ycneiman aa rojoca. OnuH Asiekceil y3Hasl cpa3y e — 3BOHKMIA T'OJIOCOK BeJTU-
KOW KHSDKHBI, KOTOpasi ToBOpuiia mo-(paHiy3cku. Bropeim Obul Tos10C, oKazaBmmiics KaBepuny
CMYTHO 3HAKOMBIM. MOJIO[I0i YeJIOBeK MOME/IJIMI MITHOBEHHE U IIMPOKO PACTBOPHUII ABEPb.

KHsxkHa Anekcanapa, B po30BOM IUIaThe U ¢ Oeol po30i B BOJIOCAX, CH/IENA HAa JUBaHE, a
HAIlPOTUB Hee, BO3JIe OKHA, CTOsIIa MOJIofast ocoda ¢ He3a0yJKOBBIMH IIa3aMH, BEPTS B PyKax TOJIbKO
YTO KYIUJICHHYIO IUISTKY U Pa3IsibIBast €€ CO BCeX CTOPOH.

— W s 6bi1a Ge3 nuIArsl, — CMesCh, 3aKOHUMIA KHSKHA, — TIpeficTaBb cede! be3 mutsambl, Kak
Kakasi-HHOYIb KpeCcThsiHKa!

— 1a, B [Tapurke HaMm 3TOTO HE MPOCTSAT, — B3JOXHYJ1a 0co0a ¢ He3a0yJKOBBIMH IJ1a3aMH, MOTPaB-
JI51s1 IGHTOUKY Ha rojloBHOM yoope. — U B Jlongone Toxe. UTo Takoe, KHsKHA AJIeKcaHpa XoauT 6e3
nusnbl? Kakoit agponTt! 4 yx Momdy o ToM, Kakoe BOJIHEHHe 3To npousBezieT B [letepOypre. ..

— O, momanau! — TeaTpajJbHBIM TOHOM IMPOCTOHAJA KHS)KHA, MOJIMUTBEHHO CKJIaIblBasi PYKH.
Cyns 1o BceMy, JIeByIIKY MPUBBIKJIM IypaYUThCsI OT BCETO Cepaiia.

— A Kaccenp HaBepHsiKa rotpedyeT oObsiCHeHui! — HanMpasia IeByIlKa co HUIsnKon. — Kak
3HaTh, MOKET OBbITh, OHM JIa)ke OOBABAT HAM BOWHY? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, XOTh KaKoe-HUOYb pa3Biie-
yeHue!

Ee cmeromuecs ria3a 3aMeTUIM 3aCThIBIIETO B ABepsix KaBeprHa, 1 HA MTHOBEHUE MX BbIpa-
JKeHMEe N3MEHUIIOCh — HO TOJILKO Ha MIHOBEHHME. B ciieyioniee MrHOBEHHE B I71a3axX 3THX YKe He ObUIO
HUYero, Kpome 0e33a00THOTO BecelTbsl ¥ JKMBOCTU, CBOMCTBEHHOU YITOMTEILHOUN I0HOCTH.

— C1oBOM, HEYITUBHUTENBHO, YTO MChe IIPUHSUT MEHsI 32 TOPHUYHYIO, — CKa3aJia KHsKHA, KUBas
Ha Auiekces. — Bol Beib eltie He 3HakoMbl? Mcbe Anekceit KaBepun. Manemyasens [Tonuna Ceposa,
MOs1, — OHa XOTeJIa CKa3aTh «(ppeiyinHa», HO BHE3AITHO PEIINIach U C HEKOTOPBIM BHI30OBOM B roJjioce
nporosopuia: — [Tonpyra.

Mapemyazens [Tomna CepoBa mpoTsHYIa JTWIEHHYIO PydKy Mche KaBepuHy, KOTOpHBIH Tole-
JIOBAJI ee, HEeJIOBKO TMOKJIOHUBIIHCH. BoooOie B 00JMKe 0cOO0ro areHTa B 3TH MUHYTHI ITPOU3OIILIA
pasuTeNbHas IepeMeHa: OH BJPYT CHEJIANICS HEYKJIIOK, 3aCTEHYMB U JJa)Ke caMylo MaJloCTh OJiepeBe-
HeJI, CJIOBHO BCTPETHJT KOTO-TO, KOTO BOBCE HE OXKHIA.

— Mbl He BCTpeyanuch ¢ BaMu Tpekae, Cyaapb? — CBETCKUM TOHOM OCBEJOMMJIACH BTOpas
(peiinHa, OHa ke TIOAKONOAHAS 3Mesl U 3JI0BpeHasi 0co0a, MoaOpackiBaBIIiasi MBIIICH B TIOCTENb
MOYTEHHOU rocroxe ['oIMKoBoM.

— He nymato, cygapbeias, — cyxo oto3Bajics Asiekceil. — MiHadye st Obl HEMPEMEeHHO 3allOMHUII
CTOJIb OYapOBATEJIBHYIO 1aMy, KaK BBI.

OnHako CTOMJIO KHSDKHE /IS YerO-TO OTIIYYMThCS M3 KOMHATHI, KaK OH TOTYaC MOBEPHYJICS K
[Tosvue v mporenTat:

— Yro BB TyT Aenaere, [lonmna CrenanoBHa?

[Nonuna CrenaHoBHa B OTBET BBITHYJIA OPOBb M1 MHOTO3HAUYMTEIBHO YJIBIOHYIAC.

— A BbI? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC OTBETHJIA OHA.

— 41 mo cnyx6e! — cepauto orBeTrn KaBepuH.

5 [ocnionuny odunepy (¢ppany.).
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— 1 Toxe, cynapb, — XJIaTHOKPOBHO oTBeTH A [lonHa, HafeBast IUISIKY U BEPTSCh Mepes 3ep-
KaJIOM.

— Ho rpad YepHsllIEB MHE HU CJI0Ba O Bac He cKa3zai!

— MHe 0 Bac OH TOXe HUYero He cooOIall, KCTaTh CKa3aTh, — MapupoBaja codeceHuna. — Y
0c000M CITYKObI TIOTPSICAIOIININ TAJTAHT XPAaHUTh CEKPETHI JIaXke OT CBOUX COOCTBEHHBIX JIIOJIEH, BbI
He HaxonuTe?

N ocobbie arenTsl Hymep oauH (Asiekceid) u Hymep Ba (ITonuHa) ycTaBWIMCh Opyr Ha ApyTa,
KaK JIBe paccepkeHHbIEe KOIIKH, CTOJIKHYBIIIUECS Ha TEPPUTOPUH, KOTOPYIO Kak/1ast U3 HUX CUMTasa
CBOEH.

— BbI 31€Ch M3-32 DibcTOHA? — HAPSMUK CIPOCUIT AJIeKCeN.

— Her, — 6e3msrexHo otBermia [lonvHa, — MEHSI TIOTPOCKUIIM COCTABUTh KOMIIAHUIO BEJTUKOM
KHST)KHE, YTOOBI el He ObLIO CKYy4YHO, U IMACATh HE3aBUCUMBIE OTUYETHI O € 3/I0POBbe IS OTIA U JSIH.
BpI ke 3HaeTe, Kakoe 3HaUeHMe UMeeT Halll coio3 ¢ Kaccenem, Tak 4to ObIIO ObI OTOPYUTETBHO, €CITH
Obl C HEBECTOW HaKaHyHE CBaZbObI CITYYHUJIOCh YTO-HUOY/Ib CEPhE3HOE.

— W paau 3TOrO0 BBI TaK pasapasHUIM NepByio (ppeinHy, 4To oHa cnana B [letepOypr nernenry
3a jieneniel, YToObl Bac yopanmm?

— MeHs ompeaenviy K KHsDKHE AJleKcaH/ipe HakaHyHe ee OTbe3/a, — CIIOKOWHO OTO3BaJlach
[Nonuna. — BriosiHe ecTecTBeHHO, YTO KHS)KHA MHE He JOBepsila — OHa MeHs1 coBceM He 3Hasa. Ho,
M0-MOEMY, 51 CyMeJia XOpoIo ceOst 3apeKoMeHI0BaTh. — He3aOyqKoBble 171a3a 3aCusiIy.

— ¥ Bac moryT ObITh HenpusiTHOCTH, [TonuHa CTenaHoBHa, — cKa3as mocje nay3bl Ajekcei. —
Bol ucronb3oBaiu. .. ... He BIIOJHE JI03BOJICHHBIE METO/IBI.

— Ecnm OBl 91 iesibMy THSIMH CJIOHSUIACh C KUCTIBIM JIMIIOM U YWTaJIa KHSDKHE HOTAIMH, Kak
Maziemyasenb ['0nMKkoBa, TO s1 Obl HUKOT/IA HE CMOIJIA CTaTh JJIsl €€ BBICOYECTBA CBOMM YEJIOBEKOM.
3aro Teneps 5 3HAIO O HEeW BCe, M OHA HUYETO OT MEHS HE CKPbIBAET.

— A DnbcTon?

— Yrto DnbCcTOH?

— Mexy HUMH eCTb UTO-HUOY/Ib?

— BbI 3a/1aeTe MOILITBIE BOMIPOCH, MUJIOCTHBBIN TOCYIaph, — XOJIOAHO TipoMosBuia [lomuHa. —
Ecnm peusb uzet o ToM, noTepsiia M KHsKHA M3-32 HEro TOJIOBY, TO 51 0TBeuy — HeT. OHa oOmaercs
C HUM, M €ro OOIIeCTBO el HpaBUTCSA. DTO BCe, YTO OHA ceOe MO3BOJMSIET, U HE HA/I0 YCTpauBaTh
Tpareuio.

Anekceit B3IOXHYJT U TIOTep pyKo# JioO. B nporuiom onu ¢ IonuHoi padotanu BMecTe, U ero
TaK ¥ TIOIMBIBAJIO CKa3aTh, YTO BCS 3TA UCTOPUS BIOJIHE MOXKET OKOHUMTHLCS Tpareauet — ais Diib-
croHa. TOJILKO MHCTUHKT 0COOOro areHTa — He TOBOPHTSH JIMIITHETO HU MIPU KaKUX 0OCTOSATEbCTBAX
— yIepxa ero.

— Borocp, INonmmua CrenaHoBHa, BB HE COBCEM IpeACTaBisieTe cebe BaKHOCTh MPOUCXOMs-
I1Iero, — IPOrOBOPUJT OH HAKOHEII.

— Borock, Anekceli KOHCTaHTHHOBWY, BbI M3BOJIMTE TOBOPUTH CYIIIyIO vemnyxy. — He3a0Oymko-
BBIE I71a3a CBEPKHY/IM TaK, 4To codeceqHuk [lonmubl qaxe manocts onemml. — Koria oHa npuexana
Cclofia, OHa Kaluisyla KPOBBIO M JyMaJia TOJIbKO 00 OTHOM: O cMepTu. Bce ee Onm3kue ObUTH Jaieko U
HE MOIJIU el IOMOYb, HO TIOTOM JJOKTOPA M MECTHBIM KJIUMAT CHEJaid CBOE JeJI0, M OHa Ioluia Ha
norpaBky. Terepp el MpOCTO X0UYeTCsl OKUTH ISl ceOs1, HEMHOTO MOJBIIIATh TIOJIHOW TPY/bIO, XOTh
YyTb-4yTh OTIOXHYTh OT JBOPA, OOS3aHHOCTEH M juieMepus. S cymena mokasarb €i, 4To MUp He
MOXOK Ha Ka3apMy, OrpaHUYEHHYIO STUKETOM, KaK 3TOro Xxoresock Obl Bapape ®enoroBHe. DibCTOH
MoKasaj e, 4To, KpoMe KeHHXa, KOTOPOro OHA TOJIBKO pa3 BHUIeNa B JETCTBE, CYIIECTBYIOT U JIPY-
rve MyXXUYHMHBI. DTO HE 3HAYMT, YTO OHA 3a0bUIa MPaBUJIa STUKETA WM Mpeajia HHTepeck cembu. He
3HAI0, 3a4YeM BHI Clofia Tipuexaiu, Ajekceil KOHCTaHTUHOBUY, |, 11O TIPaB/e rOBOPsI, HE XOUY 3HATh,
HO JIyyIllee, YTO Bbl MOXKETE CIesaTh, — 9TO OCTABUTD €€ B TIOKOE.
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Anexceit mompausesn. B rimyOuHe aymm oH He MOr He npu3Hath: [lonvHa, Kak Bcerja, mpaBa
C YMCTO YeJIOBEYECKOU TOUKH 3peHust. OqHako rpad YepHBIIEB TOXe 110-CBOEMY I1paB, IyCTh Aake
TOJIBKO C TOYKHM 3pEHMs TOCYIapCTBEHHOU. B IiaHax poccuiicKOM epikaBbl KHsKHE AJleKcaHIpe
MuixaiiioBHe OTBe[IeHa COBEPIIIEHHO OIpe/ieNieHHas pOJib, M HUKAKKE OTCTYIUIEHHSI HE JIOMYCKAJIHCh.

— Ho ecnut 3T0T MCbe DJIbCTOH €€ KOMITPOMETHPYET. ...

— C 4ero Bbl B3sIM, YTO OH ee KommpoMeTupyer? — nomopirmiack [lomua. — C Toro, 4to
OH MHOTJa HaBepIBaeTcs Ha BWLTy? Hy Tak He OH omuH ciopa npurianieH. Cerogs 3a 00enoMm,
K TIpumepy, OyayT erie 3HaMeHUTbId 60TaHuK AHTOHeH Copesb M JOKTOp, U 3TO HE CYMTAasl HaC C
Bami. S y’x mMomdy, — 100aBuiIa OHA, yCMeXasich, — UTO cTapaHusiMu BapBapbl PeJOTOBHBI KHSIKHA
1 DNILCTOH HUKOIA HE OCTAIOTCSA OJHM.

Anexceit 3akomnedascs. YBepeHHOCTb, ¢ KOTopoi ropopuia [lonuna, 3apoHmia B €ro JIymry
COMHEHMe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KHSDKHA TMPEKPAcHO BOCIUTaHA, U, Oydb OHA XOTb CTO pa3 MOJIOIOW
JeBYIIIKOW, KOTOpasi HEJJaBHO TlepeHeca TsKeylo 00JIe3Hb, He MOXKET ObITh, UTOOBI OHA TaK 3a0bI-
nace. Kpome toro, oHa HasbiBasia [lonHy cBOel ogpyroi, a y: KoMy, Kak He IIOZIpyre, 3HaTh O Her
Bce?

Taxk 4TO ke, ero MUCCHsI — BBISICHUTD, €CTb JIU YTO-TO MEXy KHSKHOW ¥ DIIbCTOHOM, U B CITy4yae
HEOOXOIMMOCTH YHUUTOKHUTh TIOCJEIHErO — SIBJISIETCS TOJIBKO CJIE/ICTBUEM HEYMEPEHHOU (paHTa3uM
rocrioxu ['onmkoBoii? MoskeT ObITh, CTapast JamMa BoOOIIe TpUAyMalia BCIO 9TY UCTOPUIO TOJIBKO JIJIsI
TOT0, YTOOBI M30ABUTHLCS OT BTOPO (PpENIMHBI, He TIOJ03peBasi, YTO Ta MOAOCTaHa 0COOO0M CITy KO0 ?

N Anexkceit nan ceGe cI0BO BO BCEM Kak CJIEAyeT pa3o0parhbCsi, MPek/e YeM MpeaIpruHIMATh
Kakue Obl TO HY ObUIO JENCTBUSL.

«Brnpouem, — ckazai oH cebe, — CKOpO 51 YBHKY MCbe DibcTOHA. BOT Toraa 1 cMory cocTaBuTh
MPEe/ICTaB/IeHre, KTO IMEHHO TOBOPUT MHE TMPABIY, & KTO JDKET».

W, ycriokous cedst 3THM cooOpakeHreM, 0OCOOBIN areHT Hymep ouH npeioxui [onne pyky,
YTOOBI BECTH €€ Ha 00e].
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Ii1aBa naras,
B koTopoii IlosimHa mBBIpsieTcss Ba3aMu
H BBIBOIUT KO€-KOI0 HA YHCTYIO BOY

Cron nocraBuIM NpsSAMO Ha Teppace, ¢ KOTOPOM OTKPBIBAJICS BEJMKOJIEIHBIA BUJ Ha MOpeE.
Bcero 3a Tpane3oi oka3anoch CEMb UYENIOBEK: BeIMKas KHsSKHa AJiekcaHapa MuxaiijloBHa, 3Hame-
HuTblil 6otaHuk Mche Copenb, BapBapa I'onukoBa, ee «mnemsHHUK» Kaepun, IlonuHa, noktop
JlaGpronu, HaOMIOIABININ 32 3I0POBLEM KHSIKHBI, U, HAKOHEIl, Mche Poob( DnbCTOH, Upe3BbIYaiiHO
MIPUBJIEKATENIbHBIA MOJIOJION YeIOBEeK C 0OBOPOKUTEIbHBIMU MAaHEPaAMU U TIPUSTHBIM CMEXOM.

AJIeKcelo MpeICTABUIIN TeX, KOrO OH €lle He 3HaJl, — MaJIeHbKOTO BEPTJISBOIO JOKTOPA, Dllb-
CTOHA ¥ OOTaHWKA, KOTOPbIN OKA3aJICsl COBEPIIIEHHO CebIM TOpOAThIM YEJIOBEYKOM B OUYKaX. 3HamMe-
HUTBIA YUEHbII MOCEIIICS HEToaieKy OT BUJLIH «Jla BepBeHn», coOnpasich N3y4nTh MECTHBIEC pa3-
HOBHIHOCTH KaMeJIMi, U cueJl CBOMM JIOJITOM OTHATh BU3UT BEKJIMBOCTH COCEHSM.

— CyacTiuB O3HAKOMUTBCA ¢ BaMU, Mcbe Copentb, — cka3ai Ajiekcei, KaaHssack. OH He TUTas
WJUIIO3UM OTHOCUTEJIBHO YEJIOBEYECKOIO pOJa, HO YYEHbIE BCE K€ MPEACTABIISUIACh €EMY JIIOAbMU
COBEPIIEHHO OCOOEHHOTO CKJIaa.

— O, s-To cyacTuB BABONHE, — 0TBeTUI Copesib JOOPOAYIIHO.

3a CToJI0M rOBOPHJIM B OCHOBHOM 5bCTOH, [losmmHa, 1oKTOp M KHsikHa. BapBapa ®enotoBHa 1
YUEHBIi JIMIIb U3peKa BCTABISUIM PEIUIMKY, a AJiekcell 1 BoBce Momyail. OH HaO/o1a1, COMmoCTaB-
JI1 ¥ Aenait BbiBoAbl. OT HErO HE YKPhIBAJIOCh BHUMAHKE, C KaKUM AJieKcanapa MuxaiioBHa ciiy-
1I1aJla caMble HE3HAYUTEIIbHBIE PEIUTUKU DIIbCTOHA, U TO, KAK OKHUBJIEHHOCTh HA €€ JINLE HEU3MEHHO
CMEHsLIach YOIOPHOCTBIO, CTOMJIO KOMY-HUOYIb Apyromy — faxe [lonuHe — BMemaTscsi B pa3sroBop.
Camoro Azekces KHsDKHA n30eraja Jaxke KacaTbCsl B3IISIIOM.

«Hy KoHeuHo ke, — JyMaJl OH, — 51 HEBOJIbHO OCKOPOMII ee, 3aJie1 ee TOpIoCTb, U Terepb OHa
MeHsI BUZIETh He kesiaeT. Eciii Obl OHa 3HasIa, 3aueM MeHs TTPUCTIAJIM CloJia, BO3HEHaBU Iea Obl MEHSI
ere OOJIBIIIE.

UYro kacaercst DnbcToHA, TO KaBepuH OBICTPO COCTABMII O HEM OIPE/ICICHHOE MHEHUE. DTOT
3JIETaHTHBIN YEPHOBOJIOCHIN TOCMHOIMH C MAJIEHbKUMH IIETOJIbCKUMU YCUKaMH — IPUTOPHBIA YUTH-
BBIH (DaT, HACTOSIIMI IPOAYKT MAPUKCKUX CAJIOHOB, YeJIOBEK OE3YCIIOBHO CBETCKUM U, CKOpee BCero,
He MBICTIAIIUI cebs1 BHe Oombiioro cBeta. OH SIBHO BUJIEN, UTO KHSKHA UM YBJICUCHA, U 3TO, TIO-
BUJUMOMY, eMY JIbCTUIO0. O MOCIeICTBUSX OH BPs[L JIU 3a1yMbIBAJICS.

becena mex Tem Teksia CBOUM YepeoM, U B HEN NPUYYIIMBO MEPEMEIIAIACh MECTHBIE HOBO-
CTH, MIOr0Jja, BEJIMKOJIETIHBIE PO3bl B Caay, KOTOPbIMU COpesib UCKPEHHE BOCXUIIAJICS, AHEKIOThI OCT-
pAKa JIOKTOpa W MOCJEIHUE JIUTepaTypHble HOBUHKU. TO M AE0 B pa3roBOpEe BCILIBIBAJIM MMEHA
Jlamaptuna, I'otee, Kopx Cang u Anbdpena ae Bunbu.

— A Bbl, MCbe, KaKHe CTUXU MpearnoynTaere? — BAPYr oOpaTuiach KHsKHA K AJIeKcero.

Bonpoc npo3Byyan HEO:KMAAHHO, HO TeM He MeHee KaBeprH OTBeTUII:

— I'ocnogmna Ilymkuna.

DNbCTOH ClIerKa MPUIOAHSIT OPOBHU, YCIIBIIIIAB HE3HAKOMOE UMSI.

— Heyxemu «Cka3ky o peiOake 1 pbiOKe»? — IPUTBOPHO YXKACHYJIACh KHSKHA.

— Her, — otBeTun Anekcei, cenaB BUjI, YTO HE 3aMETHIT KOJIKOCTH, — O 11apeBHe Jlebeau.

EMy nokasasnoch, 4To KHsIKHA HEMHOT'O CMYTHJIaCh, HO TYT BecbMa KCTaTu BMentaiach [lonmHa.

— Bl kK HaM Hazionro? — cipocuil AnbcToH Y KaBeprHa, korna npuHeciu gecepr.

Oco0oro areHTa Tak ¥ HOIMBIBAJIO OTBETUTh: «HeHaa0/ro, TOBKO MPUKOHYY TeOs U BEPHYCh»,
HO OH, pa3ymeeTcsi, OIaropasyMHO yaepKaJicsl.

— Eme ne 3Haw. I, coOCTBEHHO, PUOBLI, YTOOBI TOMPABUTH 3[J0POBbE.

— 3acrapenoe paHeHue? — OCBEJOMUJICS DNNbCTOH C BUJIOM 3HATOKA.
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— B HekoTopom poze.

— Moii nmiemMsHHUK BoeBas Ha KaBkase, — BMmemaiack BapBapa ®enoToBHa, XOTs €e HUKTO 00
3TOM HE TIPOCHJIL.

— 41 capiasn, TaMm pycCKMM BOMCKaM MPUXOOUTCS HECTAKO, — 3aMETHIT DIIbCTOH.

— Ay Bac ecTb Harpajpl? — Clipocuiia KHsIKHA.

Anekceit ynpIOHYIICS. PazroBop Hauas ero 3a0aBJisTh.

— Her, Barie BbIcCOUeCTBO.

— IIneMsHHUK, ThI CJMIIIKOM CKPOMEH, — 3aMeTuiia Bapeapa denoroBHa. — S TOYHO MOMHIO,
YTO rOCYy/Iaph OTMETUJI TBOM TOJBUTHA B OCOOOM IpPUKa3e.

— He gymaro, 4yToO KHSIKHE 3TO TaK UHTEPECHO, — OTBETUJT AJIEKCEN.

— 51, cobcTBEHHO, TOXe MPUOBLT CIofA JJTsI IOMPABKY 3/I0POBbs, — CKa3as bCToH. — Huma —
MIPEJIECTHBIN TOPOJIOK, XOTS JIETOM OH CJIUIIIKOM. .. COHHBIM.

[TpousHOCs 9TH CJIOBA, OH YIBIOHYJICS KHSKHE, M OHA OTBETUJIA €My YJIBIOKOH, KPacCHOPEUMBO
TOBOPSIIIEH: ]a, COHHBII-TO COHHBINM, HO HAM C BAMH 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO Oe3pa3IMyHO.

«Her, TlonuHa Henpasa, MeXly HUMHU OIPEIEIEHHO YTO-TO €CTh, — YIPIOMO AyMaJl AJIeKCel. —
UyBCTBYIO $1, IPUIETCS MHE BCE-TAKU BBITIOJIHUTD HENIPUSATHOE IIOPYYEHUE. . . U OTIIPABUTH MChE DiTb-
croHa Ha HebGeca. Ox, 0 Yero ke Bce CKBEPHO, B CAMOM JIETIe».

— PazBriedenuii y Hac HEMHOTO, — MEX TeM MPOOIKAT DJIbCTOH. — M3penka — Oasbl, Beuepa,
y NOJIKOBHUKA Banpe urpaiot B KapTbl. Bel urpaere B kaptoi?

— NHuorpa.

— Ecnu xotuTte, s MO3HAKOMIIIO BaC C MOJKOBHUKOM. 3aBTpa BEYEPOM Bac yCTPOUT?

— Coury 3a 4ecTb, — OTBETHJI AJIEKCEH.

— Tonbko He cTaBbTE IOMHOTY, Cy/1apb, — BMelaiack [lomna. — ITo1KkoBHUK — BechMa OIBITHBIT
UTPOK.

AJnexceil MoT4a MOKJIOHWIICS, TIOKa3bIBasl, YTO MPUHS MIPEJOCTEPEKEHUE K CBEACHUIO.

— B Baiem cajy BelIMKOJIENHBIE PO3bl, — CHOBA, B KOTOPBIN pa3, 3ameTii1 Copenb. — JIn4Ho 5
MNpUACPKUBAIOCL MHEHU S, YTO JIYYHICTO IBETKA Ha CBETE HET.

— Yro KacaeTcs MeHsI, TO JIMYHO s BHKY KOe-4TO Ky/ia JIydIlie po3, — 0ObIBII DIbCTOH, YJIbI-
0asich.

— Bol pazymeere Buj Ha Mope, cyaapb? — ¢ 0OMaHUYMBO POCTOLYIIHBIM BUIOM OCBEIOMHIIACH
[TonmHa.

KHs:xHa mopo3oBena 1 onycTuia 1asa.

— He Tonbko, — 0TO3BajICa DJIbCTOH.

— Ot myma Mopsi y MeHs1 OOJUT roJioBa, — MoxanoBajiack BapBapa ®enoroBHa. — U BooOime s
MPEANOYMTAI0 CIIOKOMHYIO BOALY, 03€pO HallpUMep.

JloKTOp TOTYac paccka3all MOAXONSAIIUI K CIy4alo aHEeKJIOT, HaJl KOTOPbIM BCE Y/KaCHO CMesI-
JIUCb, IIOKA OH 3BYyYaJl, 1 U3 KOTOPOIro BIIOCJICACTBUM HE MOIJIX BCTIOMHHWUTDL ITOYTU HUYETO, KaK HA CTa-
pamch. Kakercs, mpucyTCTBOBAT HEKM OOJIBHOM, 03€pO U TO JIM PycaJlka, KOTopasi KOMY-TO IoMe-
peluIach, TO JIM MPOCTO pbida. .. Ho ObII0 cMeIHO, 1 OBLIO XOPOIIO, U BCEM CeIaloch Kajb, KOria
HACTaJI0 BpeMsl IIOHUMAThCS U3-3a CTOJA.

B kopumope Anekcero noscrpevanach Kanna. OHa ynbiOHyaach KaBepruHy, HO OH, 3aHSATHIN
CBOMIMH MBICIISIMH, JTaXe He 3aMeTu1 ee. [lynry xKria HeBoJbHas ooua.

«Yuraere [lymkuna? «Cka3Ky o pelOake U pbiOKe» 7»

«KoHeuHo, el MOXHO Oe3HaKa3aHHO M3MbIBAaThCs Haj MoabMu. Kak OyATo y MeHs B JKU3HU
TOJIBKO U EJI, YTO YUTATh NPUATHLIC KHMIKCUKH».

On CO3HaBaJI, YTO 3TO CMCHIHO — AYTbHCA Ha IOIMUAJIbKY IOHOU ACBYIIKH, HO HUYETO HE MOTI C
coboii onenarh. [I03TOMy OH He CITyCTHIICSI B Cajl, TIe COOpAIMCh XO3sIKa U TOCTH, a OCTaJICs B
TOCTUHOM, pasryisiibiBas KapTUHBI HAa CTEHaX, W Jlaxke He O0OepHYJICs, KOTJa 3a JIBephl0 pa3Jaiuch
Jerkue marv. B komHary 3arsayna [onvHa.
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AJnekceil HaCTOPOXUJICS — €My IOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHA XOYET YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE pelaeTcs.

— B 3TOM N1IOME, — TPOMOJIBIJIA OHA PACCESIHHO, pAcCCMATpPUBAst MECTPhblE PO3bl B OOJIBIIION ajisi-
MOBATON Ba3e, — PEIIUTEIbHO TBOPATCS CTPAHHBIE JEIa.

— BbI 00 D71bcTOHE? — OBICTPO CITPOCKIT MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK.

— A? Her, g BOBce HE O HEM.

B crnenyomiee MrHoBeHHe OHa CXBaTWJa Ba3y M UTO ObUIO CHJI 3aITyCTWIIA €10 B MOYTEHHOTO
Mche Copeisi, KOTOPBIF TOJIBKO UTO MOKa3ajicsl Ha MOpore rOCTUHOM.

[TpuzHaThCs, AleKkcelt 0)KUAAI OT CBOSH 3HAKOMOU — TOBOJIBHO-TAKH HEITpeIcKa3yeMoi OCOOBI,
10 TIpaBJie TOBOPs, — YEro0 YroJHO, HO TOJBKO He 3TOoro. MoJooi YesioBeK OMeIiI, OCTOIOeHeN,
OTOpOIIeJI M NONpOoCTy pactepsiics. OJHaKO MOUYTEHHOr0 YYEHOTo AuKas BeixoAka [lonunsl, kazanocs,
OTHIO[b HE 3aCTUIJIA BPACIUIOX. Tak WM MHAa4ye, OH MPOSBII U3YMHTENILHYIO OBICTPOTY PEaKIUH:
OTCKOYMJI, paclipsIMHJICSI, HA MTHOBEHHUE CJIOBHO CTaB BBIILIE POCTOM, M HA JIETY MEPEXBATUJI MyILEH-
HyI0 Ba3y. Boga ¢ rpoMKuM XJTIoraHbeM Tepesiniach Yepes Kpail U BBIIUIECHYJIACh HA KOBEP.

— [Nomuna CrenaHoBHa! — Bo3MyTriics Ajiekceil. OTHaKO OHA He 0OpaTHiIa Ha ero HeroJOBaHue
HU MaJIeHIIIero BHUMaHMUSI.

— Mchbe Bupok, — mpUTBOPHO CIaIKMM roJiocoM ocBeioMuiach [lonuna, ynepeB B 00K Ky/IadoK
Y CBEpKas B CTOPOHY CEIOBJIACOro ropOyHa He3a0yIKOBBIMU OYaMH, — MOTY JIU 51 CIIPOCHTH, YTO BbI
JeJaeTe B 3ToM Jome?

Anekceil BeITapamuiI riaza. MomvyaHue, HaCTyNuBILEe B KOMHATE, MOXHO ObUIO C TIOJHBIM
OCHOBAHUEM CPaBHUTD C 3aTHIIbEM, KOTOpOE HACTYIaeT rnepes Oypei.

— Bupok? — nponeneran Kasepun. — Kak? Yro? ['ne?

— BaBoiiHe cyacT/IMB MMO3HAKOMUTLCS ¢ BaMU! — 00BSIBIIT 3HAMEHUTHIN OoTaHuK Copelb 0ObId-
HBIM X pUILIOBAaThIM rojocoM Bujoka, yxmsuissch Bo Bech por. [locie yero oTBecui omapalieHHbIM
areHTam NpeyBeJNYeHHO HU3KUI MTOKJIOH M OCTOPOKHO MOCTaBUJI Ba3y Ha CTOJI.

— 1 GBI COBEpIIIEHHO YBEpEeH, — COKPYILIEHHO MPOJOIIKAN OH, MOBOpauuBasich K [lonune, — 4to
BBl MeHsI He packycute. Ha 3TOoT 4yepToB rpum 51 yOus yiimy BpeMeHH, MPoayMal Bce 10 Meouei!
Haxe oH, — Buok mogOopoKoM yKa3ajl Ha OIIEIOMJICHHOTO AJiekcesl, — He TIPU3HAJI MeHsl, KOorja
CTOJIKHYJICSI CO MHOIO HOC K HOcy! HeT, BBl MOXXeTe MHE OObSICHUTD, MaJIeMya3ellb, 4YTO MEHsI BbIIAIO?

— 4 yxe rosopuia BaM, cyaapb, YTO HE 3allOMUHAI0 JIMIA, — 3asBWJIA TOPXKECTBYIOLIAs
[MonmuHa. — $1 cMOTpIO TONBKO Ha IJ1a3a, a elle — Ha pyKu. BoT OHU cIOCOOHBI paccKa3aTh O YesloBeKe
BCE, YTO YIOJHO.

— Mcbe Bunok, — AjeKkcel IOBBICHII T'OJI0C, — UTO BBI 3[1€Ch Jej1aeTe?

Boranuk Copeinb, oH xe DxeH-PpaHcya Bunok, ObIBIINI KaTOPKHUK, OBIBIINI rpaOuTeNb,
OBIBIIMI HaYaJbHUK (DPAHITY3CKOU TOJIMIINY, a TAKKE YelOBEK, CTABIIMN MTPOTOTUIIOM MHOKECTBa
TMOOOIIBITHBIX MEPCOHakeN (PpaHIly3CKOl uTepatypsl — oT BoTpena B kuurax Onope ne banb3aka
1o Banbxkana u XKasepa B «OTBepikeHHbIX» BukTopa ['10ro — TOJIbKO YKOPU3HEHHO HAXMYPUJICSL.

— [otuie, npomty Bac, NOTHILE, — IPOU3HEC OH CKYYHBIM TOJI0COM. — Moe ums, Kak 1 ums
rocriofia, He CTOMT JIMIIHUIA Pa3 MPOU3HOCUTDH BCYE.

— 3Haere, cygapb, — He yaepxaiach [lonvHa, — 4T0 MHe Bcerzia B Bac HpaBUJIOCh, TaK 3TO Ballla
MOpa3uTeIbHAsl CKPOMHOCTb.

— TakoB yx 51, — npocto orBeTH1 Bunok. — Ho uto ke Bbl ctoute? Canutecs, Mpolly Bac.

PaccynuB, 4To CTOSATH U B caMOM JieJie HET CMBICIIA, areHThl cev. Brpouem, Buyiok onycruics
B KPECJIO ellle Mpex/Je HUX.

— Ilpekpachas norona, — 3aMeTUJ1 OH TOHOM CBETCKOr'o 3aBcerjarasi. — VIMEHHO To, 4To HaJo,
IJ1s1 HEKOTOPBIX BU/IOB PO3, OCOOEHHO. ..

— Mcbe Bunok, — npepsai ero Asiekcei, — s HUKOrja He TIOBEPIO, YTO Bbl HAXOAUTECH 3[1€Ch
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO BaM B30peJio B TOJIOBY IMOMIOOOBATHCS HA MECTHBIE PO3BI.

— A BbI? — B TOH eMy oTBeTwI Busiok. — Yto 66! TyT nenaere?

Bornpoc 3acran KaBeprHa Bpacruiox.
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— D10 Bac He Kacaetcsi, — oTBeTu1a 3a Hero [lonuHa.

— A mouemy BbI lyMaeTe, YTo Bac KacaeTcs TO, YeM 3aHST 517 — OCBeIOMUJICS] BUIOK CIIOKOMHO.

ATreHTHl OOMEHSITUCH OBICTPBIM B3TJISIOM.

— 41 npuexay HaBeCTUTh CBOIO TETYIIKY, — BBIIABIII U3 ceOs1 AJIeKCel, HallesACh, YTO ero IeKu
HE MOKPACHEIOT, KOIJJa OH IPOU3HECET 3TY JIOXKb.

Bunok 3auHTEpecOBaHHO MPUIILY PUJICS.

— INosBonbTe, 310 KOrO )e? Manam bap6apa I'onmukodd? U BbI Bcepbes XOTHTE MEHSI YBEPUTb,
YTO OHA BaIlla TeTka?

— A nouemy Obl 1 HET?

— Hy, torna, HaBepHOe, Balll JsJI0IIKa — KPOKOAW U3 KOPOJIEBCKOIO 300MapKa. JTa BEpCHs
HUYYTh HE XyXke, yeM MaaaM bapOapa B kauecTBe TETYIIKH, M €CIA YK BBIOUpATh MEXAY Hel U
KPOKOJIWJIOM, TO MOCJIEIHAN KyAa MPUATHEN Ha BUJL.

W, cpa3uB MpOTHBHUKOB HAIOBAJ 3TUM YOUHCTBEHHBIM JIOBOIOM, BUIOK IIMPOKO YXMBLTb-
HYJICS.

— 3Haerte, Mcbe Bujiok. .. — cepauro Havasna [lonuHa.

— Mcbe Copernb, noxanyiicra.

— Xopoiuo, Mcee Copelb. S BIIOJIHE MOT'Y IOITYCTUTBh, YTO BaM HE HpAaBUTCs rocrozxa [ 'onkosa,
HO y Bac HET HUKaKUX OCHOBAHUM. ..

—I'm, — ckazan Bujiok, npuctainbHO U3ydast JIESMHUHY B yIJlaX MOToKa. — [ToMHUTCS, KOT/1a Mbl
BCTpEYAJIMCh C BAMHU B TIPOILIBIA pa3, Balll JIPYr Kak-TO OOMOJIBHJICS, YTO OH KPYIJIBIA CUPOTA U Y
HEro OTpoJIsiCh He ObLJIO HY JAIOIIEK, HU TETyIIeK. YTO, MoJIoXkKeHHe C TeX Top MepeMeHIIOCH?

— ITo3BONbTE MHE HE OTBEYATh Ha STOT BOIMPOC, — OBICTPO OTBETHIT AJIEKCEH.

— 3HauuT, BCe-TaKU HE MEePEeMEeHUIIOCh, — clenai BeiBoJ Bumok. — Keratu, Hacuer MeHs Bbl
TOXE OKA3aJIMCh MpaBbl. JIDOOBB K IIBETaM — 3TO TaK, MPEJJIOT, YTOOB OeCIIPEnATCTBEHHO MTPUXOIUTh
Ha BUJLIY.

— MBI 1 He COMHEBAUCh, — 3aMeTiia [ToiHa, MBITIIMBO TS Ha OBIBIIETO KaTOPKHUKA.

— Crtporo Mexj1y HaMH, — JOBEPUTEILHO TPOMOJIBIII BUoK, moHU3MB rojioc. — 1 HeHaBUKY
IBETHl M BCE, UTO Jie3eT u3 3emun. Koria s mpencrapisio, Kak Oydy JiexkaTb B MOTHJIE, a U3 MEHs
Oy/ieT pacTu BCsKast JpsiHb, MHE CTAHOBUTCS He T0 cede.

— ITo-Moemy, y Bac MpocTo CIMIIKOM KHUBOE BOOOpakeHue, Mche. .. Copeb.

— Ha? A Bce MOM 3HAKOMBbIE MIHCATEH B OIUH T0JI0C TBEPAWIN MHE, YTO BOOOPAKEHUS Y MEHS
Kak pa3 u He xBataer. Crnacu6o, MageMyaselib, 4TO BbI AyMaeTe WHave, yeM OHH. — BUIOK cierka
niepeMecTuiicsl B Kpeciie. — Hanetoch, BbI 1o cTtapoit ipyxk0e He BbIAaauTe MeHs1, IOTOMY 4TO, IpH-
3HAIOCh, 3TO 3/I0POBO YCIOKHUIO Obl MHE KU3Hb.

— Eciu 310 [1e710 CBSI3aHO ¢ BEJIMKOW KHSIKHOM. .. — Havauia [lonuHa.

— C princesse Alexandra®? HuuyTs. HeT, MeHs Kyza OoJibliie MHTEpecyeT ee TOpHUYHASI.

— Xanna? — ynuBuiicsa Anekceil.

— NmenHno. Kanna Jlarpank. MHe HaJ1o HOpaccipoCUTh €€ KOE O YeM, HO HUKaK He MpeacTa-
BUTCS YIOOHOTO Ciyyvast.

— W 0 yem xe UMEHHO BBl XOTUTE €€ PacCIpoOCUTh?

Bujok yneiOHyscs.

— YK, KOHEYHO, HE O TOM, Kakue (pacoHbI TUIAThEB MPEANoYnTaeT ee Xo3saika. Her, MeHs unre-
pecyer aen Kannsl. Ero 3sanu Cumon bpioe.

— 3auveM xke oH BaM NoHafoowmics? — cripocuia [onuHa, OypaBsi ero HeJOBEPUYMBBIM B3IJISIOM.

— IlomHuTe, 51 pacckas3biBasI BaM, 1Jisl 4ero MeHs HaHs1 Kopoib Jlyn-Oumunmn?

— [MomHio. OH X0Tes, 4TOOBI BBl HAIITA COKPOBUIIA BypOOHOB, KOTOpBIE TTPONAU BO BpeMs
PEBOJIOLIMM MHOTO JIET Ha3a[.

6 Be/MKOH KHSIKHOI Anexcanapoii (¢ppany.).
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— Ha. Kpaxa npousorniia 17 aBrycra 1792 roga. BobIIMHCTBO AparoiieHHbIX KaMHEH C TeX Top
riepeMEeHIIN Ha3BaHUsI U X03sieB. «BobIon cuHuii anmas» Ky Oankup Xoyt, «CaHCh» HEBEIOMO
KaK OKazaJics y Ballero cooreyecTBeHHUKa JlemuaoBa. OHAKO HEKOTOPbIE KAMHHU HE Pa3bICKaHbI /10
CHX TIOp, U KOPOJIb TIOJKeN A, YTOOBI 1 TOMBITAJICS BEPHYTh B COKPOBHIITHUITY XOTsI ObI MX. Benp 310
ObLI COBEPILIEHHO YHUKAIbHBIE, HETIOBTOPUMBIE APArOIIEHHOCTH, PAaBHBIX KOTOPHIM HET B MHpE.

— I[NonusATHO. A KakuM 0Opa3oMm Jien JKaHHBI OKa3aJics CBSI3aH C 3TOM Kpakeu? — MOMHTepeco-
BaJicsl AJIeKCen.

— CaMbIM HENOCPeCTBEHHBIM, — YXMbUTbHYJICS Buyiok. — OH ObUT OTHUM U3 TpaduTeNen.

— AX BOT OHO UTO, — IPOTSIHYJI MOJIOAOH YesioBeK. — Ho, eciti Tam ObLTH Take yHUKaJIbHBIE Ipa-
TOIIEHHOCTH, KaK MOJyYnJIOCh, YTO €0 BHYUYKa CIIY:KUT MPOCTON TopHUYHOM? Benb ecu ey copBat
TaKOM KyII. ..

— CopBatb — 3T0 OfIHO, — OTBETUJI BUIOK, — a yaepkaTb — COBCEM JApyroe, He 3a0bIBaiiTe 00
STOM.

— Ionaraio, BeI TpaBbl, — 3ameTwia [lomHa. — A modemy BBl He MONpoOyeTe pacCrpoCHTh
camoro Cumona Bpirone? [Touemy Bam 1MoHa100M1ach UMEHHO €ro BHy4YKa?

Bujiok nckoca nornisaen Ha Hee.

— Bolock, MHe He ynactes, — mpoMosiBul oH. — [o Toit mpoctoit npuuune, uto Cumona bprosne
youm B 1822 ropy. [locrie Toii 3HaMeHaTeIbHOM KpaXky OH 3aJ1er Ha THO U Jaske CMEHIIT (DaMIITHIO Ha
Jlarpan:x, HO TeM He MeHee KTO-TO CyMeJ ero HalTh. MOXeT ObITh, 3TO CBSI3aHO C APArolieHHOCTSIMH,
a MoxeT, ¥ HeT. YToObl y3HATh 3TO HaBEpHsKA, MHE HEOOXOAMMO pasroBoputh Kanny, a ’KanHa,
JOJDKeH BaM CKas3aTh, OTYEro-TO Ha AyX MEHS He BBHIHOCHT. $1 mompoOOBas MOACTYNHUTHCS K HEW U
TaK, ¥ 9TaK, Ja)Xe HAIPOCUJICS CETOAHS B TOCTU K XO3siKe, HO TOPHUYHAsI BCE PABHO 3HATh MEHS
He :kejaeT. B cylHocTy, 310 BroyiHe NMOHATHO. KTo 5 17151 Hee, B KoHIe KOHIIOB? CKy4YHBIN CTapuK,
KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO U 3HAET, YTO TBEPAUTH O IBeTax. BOT eciiu Obl BB COMIACKIIUCH TIOMOYb MHE. . .

Anekceit yxe norajaics, Yto peds Buoka paHo WM Mo31HO 3aKOHUUTCSI UMEHHO 3TUM TIpe/l-
JIO’)KEHHEM, TIOTOMY eMy Jlaske He HaJlo ObUIO BpeMEHH, YTOOBI pa3ayMbIBaTh. OH pEIIUTEIBHO TIOKa-
YaJl TOJIOBOM.

— Her, mcbe, — ckazan oH. — Boloch, 3T0 COBEpIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Heyxemu? — cepauto cnipocunt Buok. — Ho B 3ToM HeT HUdYero ocodeHnoro. Eciu Obl Bbl
COTJIACHITUCK. . .

— Her, mche Buniok, 51 He noiiay Ha 3710. [Ipolny MeHst U3BUHUTH, HO TO, YeM Bbl 3aHUMAETECH,
3TO Ballle JIeJIo, U OHO MeHs He KacaeTcs. §l He ctaHy momorarh BaMm.

Buiok nmpucTtanbHO MOTIsieN Ha HeroO U, TIOHSIB, YTO HAaCTauBaTh OECIIONE3HO, MOBEPHYJICS K
MOJIOJIOM JKEHIIMHE.

— Mapemyazens [TonuHa! — al00HO MPOCTOHAI CTAPBIH TUTYT, BMUT MPE0OPakasich B PECMBbI-
Kaloleecsi, yMoJisiomiee, XHpuyIiee CyIecTBO, CIOCOOHOE PacTOIuUTh Jodoe cepare. — Pa3 yx Bbl
)KUBETE B 3TOM JIOME. .. MOKET ObITh, XOTb BbI COIJIACUTECH TOMOYb OETHOMY, HECYACTHOMY, CTApOMY
YeJIOBeKy... TeM OoJjiee UTO BbI TOJBKO YTO HIBBIPHYJIM B MEHs Ba3Oi, a 3TO HEXOpoIIo, eid-0ory,
’KECTOKO C Ballel CTOPOHBI !

— Mcbe Bujiok, Bbl ObLIM ¢ HAMU OTKPOBEHHBI, 1 51 Oyy OTKPOBEHHa ¢ BaMH, — ckazasa [TonuHa,
MOIHAMASICh ¢ MecTa. — [Tocymaiitech 100poro coBera, 3a0yapre o 2KanHe JlarpaH:x u 00 3TOM ioMe.

Buiok Haxmypuiicsi, Ha ero 0y Mpope3aTich HIMPOKUE MPOIOTbHbIE MOPIIHHBIL.

— BbI MHe He BepuTe? — clipoCHIl OBIBIININ KATOP;KHUK. M, XOTSI OH M30 BCEX CUJI MBITAJICS HE
OOHAPYKUTh CBOM MCTUHHBIE YyBCTBA, AJIEKCEH MOHSUI, YTO OH HE HA IIYTKY 3aJIeT.

— INonaraio, Mbl JOCTATOYHO 3HAEM JIPYT APYTa, YTOOBI HE CTABUTD BOTIPOC O JOBEPUH, CyIaph, —
cyxo ckazana [lonuna. — MlHaue BBl pUCKyeTe yCIIBIIIATh MOJ0KUTEIbHBIN OTBET.

— Bel, cynapsb, yenoBek U300peTaTesibHbIi, — JOOABII AJIEKCel, — M Mbl BPsiZ JIM CyMeeM Ipo-
BEPUTb, TOBOPUTE JIM Bbl HAM MPAB/Ly WM TO, YTO CKPbIBAET BAIIIM UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHHsI. A TaK KakK B
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3TOM JIOME KUBET POIACTBEHHMIIA €0 UMIIEPATOPCKOrO BEJIMUYECTBA, 5 MOJIaral, BaM JEeUCTBUTENILHO
JIy4lle JepKaThCs OT HEro MOJAJIbLIE.

Buraok B3JOXHYJ U O LIMPOKUMH I1JIEYaMHU.

—Yro x... B cymHocTH, g1 Bps M MOT OKUAATh OT BAC UHOTO.

OH nozHsICA C Kpecia, OTBECHJ ITyOOKHIA TIOKJIOH M, BHOBb IIPEBPATUBIIKUCH B MUPHOTO yue-
Horo Coperns (npu 3TroM [TomHa Booumio yBuzena, Kak X cCOOECeTHUK CJIOBHO CTaJl MEHbIIIE POCTOM
U y#XKe B IUIe4ax), MapKalollei MOXOIKOW CKPbUICS 32 ABEPbIO.
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I'naBa mecras,
B KOTOPOM TeTyIlIKa OTKPbIBAET IJjia3a
IJIEMSIHHUKY HA HCTUHHOE T0JI0KeHH e Bemen

Beuepom Ttoro xe qua Anekcent KaBepyH siexan B CBoel KOMHATE, 3aKMHYB PYKH 32 TOJIOBY, U
pasMBILLIAN. Pa3MBIIUISII OH O MHOTHX BEILAX — O TOM, €CTh JIM YTO-TO MEXAY BEJMKOW KHSKHOMU U
AnbcToHOM, O ITonuHe u ee HOBOM posu (PpelyInHBI, O HEOXKUAAHHOM MOsABJIEHNN Buoka u o Tom,
YTO TOT MPEANIPUMET TeNepb, MOMTYIUB OTKa3 MOMOUb eMy. KTo-To erne cibIHo nockpeOcsi B ABEPb.

— Entrez!” — kpukHyn Anekcei.

OH aymai, 4to 310 Oyaer MuiIoBUAHas pycoBosocas JKaHHa, Ta camasi, Koro Bugoky Oyaro
Obl /10 3ape3y HyKHO OBbUIO Pa3rOBOPUTh, HO BMECTO TOPHUYHOW BOLLIA pacchimyaras (ppensvHa,
NpUCTaBJICHHAs HA/I3UPaTh 32 TaM, YToObl Ajlekcanapa MuxaiijoBHa Bena cedsi OJIarOHpaBHO M HE
BBIXOJWJIA 32 PAMKHU IIPUIAYUMA.

— Bl nexxute? Huuero, HU4ero, He BCTaBaure. ..

Anekceii cympavHoO Torisijien Ha Hee. BapBapa ®eotoBHa yibiOanach Kakoi-TO XUTPEHBKOH,
HETIPUSATHOM, 3aMCKMBAIOIIEH YIIBIOKOH, OTYETO ee JIMIO Ka3aoch elle 0oJiee OTTATKUBAIOIINM, YeM
00bIuHO. «YTO Tam BHIOK roBopwit mpo Kpokoamna?» — cMyTHO mnogymaiiochk Kapepuny. Tem He
MEeHee OH CeJl Ha JUBaHe 1 ObICTPO MPUIVIAANI PACTPENABIINECs BOJIOCH.

— IIpocrute, BapBapa ®enoroBHa, 1 ycrai, ¥ IOTOM 3Ta AOpOra. ..

— 41 Bce noHnmaro. — OHa cesla Ha CTYJI BO3JIE HETO U JIETOHBKO JOTPOHYJIACh CBOEH KJIEITHEN
10 ero pyku. — He crout uzBuHATHCA.

—DTOT... — BHE3aITHO clpocuil AJiekcell, — O0TaHUK yike yIen?

— Mcoe Copenb? Jla. 3aHATHBIN Y€JIOBEK, HE Npasja Ju? Kajib TOJIBKO, YTO OH HA B YEM HE
pa3Oupaercsi, KpOMe CBOUX LIBETOB.

«Hy B 3TOM, 110/1051M, BbI COBEPIIEHHO 3a0JTyKAaETECh», — MOLyMaJl MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK.

— 4 nymana, Bam OyJeT MHTEPECHO y3HaTh, — MOC/Ie HEOOJIBIION May3bl cooOmmma ['onkoa, —
YTO MCh€ DJILCTOH U €€ BBICOUYECTBO YeXaJl KaTaTbCs Ha JIOLIAJAX.

— OpHu? — OBICTPO CIIpOCHIT AJIEKCeH.

— Her. C numu 3ta. .. Bropas ¢peisimHa u JKepMmeH, oouH u3 Hammx ciyr. — Cyas 1no ToHy
I'onukoBoii, oHa ckopee yaaBuiack Obl, yeM Ha3aja [TonuHy 1o umeHm.

— [MonsTHO. — KaBepuH notep J100, Jymasi, Kakoi Obl elie BOIpoc 3a1ath. — [Ipoctute MeHs 3a
OTKPOBEHHOCTb, BapBapa ®eotoBHa, HO... Ee BbicoyecTBO yacto OblBaeT oxHa?

— Hukorpa, — yoexaenHo orBetmiia peinmna. — 5, Bropas ¢peilyimHa Wi KTO-TO U3 CIIyT
BCerJa HaXOOUTCs MOOIU30CTH.

«To x camoe mHe ropopwia 1 [Tonuna. Ho torga. .. Torna 1 moBofoB /151 OECIIOKOWCTBA HET», —
nogyMan AJIeKCeu.

— OnHako ee BBICOYECTBO MOAO3PUTENIBHO YaCTO BBIE3KAET C ITUM DJIbCTOHOM, — IPOAOJIKATIA
Bappapa ®enoroBHa. — MoryT nomTu TOJIKM. . .

— Pasymeercs, — nocnemno ckaszan Kasepun. — Hy a cam 9nbcton? YTO BB MOKETE O HEM
cooOmmuTh? M3 Kakol OH ceMbH, KTO €ro pojiHbie?

I'onmMkoBa HEAOBOJIBHO MOBEA TUIEYAMMU.

— B tom-TO 1 €710, cymaphb, UTO 314€Ch PEIMTEIbHO HIYEro He TIOHATHO. [1o ero coOcTBeHHBIM
CJIOBaM, MCb€ DIIbCTOH MPOUCXOAUT U3 ABcTprr. Ho, — MHOTO3HAYMTEIBHBIM IIEIOTOM NpHOaBUIIa
(ppernHa, — Korga s 3aroBOpUJIa ¢ HUM IO-HEMELIKH, OH HE TIOHSJI HU CJIOBA,  TIOTOM 3asIBUJI, YTO
y MEHS Y’)KaCHOE ITPOU3HOLIECHHE.

7 Boiture! (ppany.)
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— ABCTpHIiCKasi IMITEpHsi BeCbMa OOIIMpPHA, — 3aMeTUs1 Astekced. — MoxkeT ObITb, OH YeX, WIN
BEHTp, WK JJomOapaerr?

N Yexus, u Benrpus, u CeepHasi Utanus ¢ roponoMm MuiaHoMm B Ty TOpy TPUHAIJIEKATN
ABcTpuH.

— Uranesinen ¢ pamummeit dnbcton? — eipkHyiaa ['onmnkosa. — He cmeute MeHs, cynapb!

AJiekceii erie HEeMHOTO TIOAyMaJl.

— B ropope o HeM TroBOpST YTO-HUOYAB?

— Huuero Takoro, 4to 66110 061 HaM uHTepecHO. OH SBHO oOecrieueH, KUBET Ha OTJeTbHOU
BUJLIE TIO COCEACTBY C «Jla BepBeH», HO AEPKUT OHOTO CIIYTy, KOTOPbIH yXjecTbiBaeT 3a KaHHou
Y TO U JIeJIO HOCUT €l 3aITUCOUKH.

— XanHa — ropHruHas ee BbicouecTBa’?

— NmenHo Tak, Anekcern KOHCTaHTHHOBUY.

[NonoxuTenbHO, €/1Ba JIM He BCE B 3TOM JIOME BEpPTEJIOCh BOKPYT TOPHIUYHOM.

— Xorten Obl 1 B3MISIHYTh Ha TH 3aIMCOYKH, — IPOOOPMOTaIT AJIeKcel ¢ YIbIOKOH.

OH mpousHec 3T clioBa Oe3 BCAKOW 3ajJHel MbIcau, HO BapBapa ®emoroBHa moBesa ceOst
o4eHb cTpaHHO. OHa CcKa3ana «rM», MOIHSIACh C MECTa, BBIVISHYJIA 32 IBEPb, IIOCIIE YeTO TIATEIHHO
3aKpblIa ee 1 oOepHy/Iach k KaBepuHy, KOTOpbI He 6e3 yIuBJIeHUs HAOMI0Ial 32 BCEMH STUMU TTPH-
TOTOBJICHUSIMH.

— Teneps s Buxy, uto B [lerepOypre He oImMOIMCH, MOCIAB BAC CloJa, — CKa3ajia OMEp3UTesbHAS
cTapyxa, pacrsiIuB pOT B CaMOU CIIaIKou yibiOke. — Jlepkure.

U oHa u3BJekIIa U3 CKJIAIOK CBOE I0OKU HEOOJBINON CBEPTOK, KOTOPBI MPOTAHYJIA AJIeKCelo.

— Yto 3T0? — CIPOCKJT MOJIOJION YEJIOBEK B YAUBJICHUH.

— [Mucpma DIbCTOHA KHSIKHE, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBevasna (ppeitHa. — Kotopble oHa nmocsuiaet
Yyepe3 TOPHUYHYI0, H300pakaIoIIyIo JTI0O0Bb K CIIyre IbCTOHA. Bh Besib cpa3y 00 3TOM J10raIajivch,
na?

W oHa TOpKecTByIoIIe MOTJIsiIeNa Ha HEero.

—Ho IlonuHa. .. 1 x04uy cka3arsb, Bropas (ppeiinHa. .. — AjeKkceil He MOT OIIOMHUTBCS OT U3yM-
nenus1. — OHa yBepsijla MEHs1, YTO MeXJY KHSDKHOM U DJIbCTOHOM HUYEro Her!

— Bropas ¢peityinHa 3HaeT ee BHICOYECTBO BCET'O HECKOJIBKO MecsIIeB, — 3asiBuia [ onmukoBa. —
A s — ¢ camoro aercTBa. D10 Bcerga ObUl CKPHITHBIN, YIPSMBIN, CBOEBOJIbHBINA peOeHOK. Bropas
(peiiHa yBepeHa, UTo y ee BhICOUEeCTBA OT Hee HEeT TaiH, TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OHA MOHATHUS He
uMeeT 00 NCTMHHOM Xapaktepe AjekcaHapbl MUXaiJOBHBI.

AJnekceil MoTYa TiepeBOIMI B3I ¢ [ 0IMKOBOM Ha CBEPTOK U OOpPaTHO.

— Mory 51 s TOoMHTEpEeCcOBaThCsl, T/I€ BBl JOCTAIU 3TH MUChMa? — ake He IMBITasiCh CKPHITh
PE3KOCTh, CIIPOCHJI OH.

— B 610po ee BricouecTBa, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBETMIIA cTapyxa. — OHa XpaHUT UX B 0COOOM
SIMYKE, O KOTOPOM BTOpasi (ppeilyivHa MOHATUS HE UMEET.

Anekceit xoTen ObUIO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO MOAJIO — YUTATh NMKCbMA MOCTOPOHHETO YeNlOBEKa,
OTIpAaBJICHHbIE IPyrOMY TIOCTOPOHHEMY YeJIOBEKY, — HO BCIIOMHUJI, KTO OH CaM, C KEM pa3roBapH-
BaeT, JIJIs1 Yero ero MpucJiajiv B 3TOT MUPHBIN (hPaHITy3CKUNA TOPOIOK, ¥ IPOMOTYAT.

Her, emy s1BHO He K JMIly OBUIO YMTATh MPOMOBEIH.

— A ee BBICOYECTBO. .. 5] X0Uy cKa3aTh, pa3Be OHA HE 3aMETHT. ..

— Her, — kopotko orBeTriia ['onukoBa. — Ee BBICOUYECTBO BEPHETCS C IMPOTYJIKU HE PAHEE CEMMU.
Jlo ceMu BHI ycrieeTe ux MpOCMOTpPETh?

AJtexcelt OTBETHJI CKBO3b 3yObl: «HeCOMHEHHO» — M MPOTAHYJT PyKY 3a MUCbMamMK. MaJleHbK Uit
CBEPTOK, MaxXHYNMI (PHATKOBBIMHU JIETIECTKaMH (HaBEpHOE, OHM XPAHWIUCh B TOM Ke SIIHKE), JIer
B €T0 PYKY.

— 51 OBl XOTENT caM MPOCMOTPETh MX, — IPOTOBOPMIT AJIeKCel, He TS Ha (ppeiiuHy. — 1O
I€JIO. .. OHO OYEHb IEKOTIMBOE M COBEPIIEHHO OCOOEHHOE.
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OH u cam He 3aMeTHJI, KaK Teperiies Ha 36K He3a0BeHHOro rpada YepHbIIEBa.

— 51 Bac ocraBnsiio, — yutuBo npomonBuia ['onukosa, npucenas. — Tak 1o cemu, cher neveu®.

Ona czienasna elie OilMH peBEPaHC U CKPbLIACh 32 IBEPHIO.

AJekcero X0Tesoch BHIpYraThes, ¥ OH BhIpyrajicsi. Ho mucbma Obuti y HEro, ¥ Apyroro BHIXO/A,
KpOMe KaK O3HAKOMHTBCSI C HUIMH, Y HETO HE MMEJIOCh.

[NocmotpeB Ha u3siIIHBIE OPOH30BBIE YaChl C XEPyBUMaMH, CTOSIBILIE HA KaMUHe, oduriep yoe-
JWJICS, 4TO Yy HETo B 3arace yac 1 aecsitb MUHYT. [Ipeogones ceds1, AneKkcei cen 3a CToM, B3sUT BepX-
Hee MMChbMO U BBITSIHYJ U3 KOHBEPTa MaJIeHbKUIA OEJIBIH JIMCTOK.

[Nouepk DibcTOHA — rPYOBIi M ITPY STOM C MHOKECTBOM BBIUYPHBIX 3aBUTYIIIEK — €My He ITOHpa-
BUWJICSI, HO CTUJIb HE TIOHPABUWJICH elnle cuiibHee. [TbIHbIe, xkemMaHHbIe (hpasbl CIIeI0BAIM OHA 32 APY-
oM, IPUIATOYHbIE TPEUIOKEHHS HACTYIAIM JIPYT APYrY Ha MSATKH, U YJIOBUTb UCTHHHBIN CMBICT
HAITMCaHHOTO OBUIO BEChbMa U BEChMa HEJIETKO.

«Barma aHrenbckas )106p0Ta>>. .. «Barre oT3pIBUNBOE cepaue». ..

Hakoner AJiekceli MOHSUI, YTO peysb IIa 0 codake DIbCTOHA, KOTOpass HeB3Hauai 3abpaiach
B COCEIHUH call, MpUHAIeKABIINI KHSDKHE, U Hajlenaia taM nepernonoxy. C 3Toro u Hauajioch 3Ha-
KOMCTBO AJieKcaHpbl MUXalIOBHBI 1 MHUMOTO aBCTPHUHILIA.

Kasepun passepHyin cieayiomee mucbMo. CTano ObITh, CHOBA OHU BCTPETMIIMCH Y MajlaM [ie
Cen-Jliok Ha Beuepe, Iie MPEICTaBIsINA KUBbIE KAPTHUHBL.

«BwI cTONB %K€ T0OPHI, CKOJIb U IPEKPACHHI. . .»

Imymen, B 6eccruibHOM 37100€ ogymait AJiekcei, Kakou rryrien;! BoT u3-3a 3THX BEKJIMBBIX U,
B CYIIIHOCTH, HUYEro He 3Havalux ¢ppa3 MHE U puaeTcs youth Te0si, Kak Kyporarky!

Tpetbe nuchbMo. «51 paj, 4To MO MOAAPOK MPHIIETICS BaM 10 JyIle. ..» [Togapkom Oblia mka-
TYJIKA U3 CIIOHOBOM KOCTH.

UYetBeproe nmcbMo. «Barm raza cusiior, Kak 3Be3[bl, BO MpPaKe MOETO CyIIECTBOBAHUS. ..»
[Tsaroe: «Bbl — npuHIiecca MOMX rpe3. f 3Hal0, YTO HaJesIThCSl MHE HE Ha UTO, HO BCE e HAJIeIoCh. . . »
[lecroe: «f moHMMAIO, YTO HAM CYKAEHO OBITh TOJBKO Ipy3bsiMu». Cenpmoe: «M3 Bcex gam, mpucyT-
CTBOBABIIIMX B T€aTpe, Bbl ObLIM CAMOM MPEKPACHOM, BbI 3AaTMIUJIM UX, KK COJTHIIEC 3aTMeBaeT OneTHbIe
cgeruia..."

H-pna-c. Hy, pa3 yx aeso 10110 10 COTHIIA, TPUAETCS MHE, MUJIBIA MOM, ¥ BIpaB/1y TeOst yOUTb,
TYT YK HUYEro He TIOMHIIIEIIIb.

AJekcell TpOCMOTpeN OCTaBIIUECs MUChbMa. B CyIIHOCTH, BCe OHM ObUIM MOBTOPEHHUSAMMU
npeapiaymux. KaBepuHy OHM MOKa3aJMCh MPETEHIIMO3HBIMUA M HEMCKPEHHUMHU, HO OH 3HAJI, YTO
Ha MOJIONYIO, JIETKO BO30YAMMYIO HATypy OHM OKa3aJl Obl COBCEM HMHOE AeHcTBHe. Benb KHsKHA
OepekHO XpaHIJIa X B MIOTAHOM SIIIIUYKE CBOETO OI0pO, O KOTOPOM TaKU IMPOHIOXaJIa POHBIPIMBAs
Bapgapa ®enoToBHa, 1 nucajia HA HUX OTBETHI.

bBe3 pecaru cempb (peiivHa 3arisHysla K CBOEMY «IIEMSHHUKY», U TOT MOJI4Ya Bpy4uus e
MUChMA, CIIOKEHHBIE B TOM K€ TIOPSIJKE, B KOTOPOM OH MX MOJTYYHII.

— Bol npounu? — He yaepkanach crapas gjoHocuuia. Ee rinaza ropesu mo00onbITCTBOM.

— OT mepBoro A0 MOCJEAHEro ClIoBa, — XOMOMHO oTBeTwn KaBepuH, He kenasi BlaBaThCs B
MOIPOOHOCTH.

— U kakoBo ke Baiie MHEHHE 000 BCEM 3TOM?

AJieKkcell yCMeXHYJICs, U, 3aMETUB 3Ty ycMelllKy, BapBapa ®e10ToBHa HEBOJILHO HACTOPOKU-
nack. TOUHO Tak ke ycMeXaJicsi ee OTUYMM, KOTOpbIiA OUJT ee MaTh CMEPTHBIM O0eM BO BCE BpeMsI UX
HEJIOITOM JKeHUTHOBI.

— 41 monaraio, Bbl IOCTYITWJIM COBEPIIIEHHO MPABUJIBHO, CYJApbIHSI, OTIIMCAB 000 BCEM Ky/a cJie-
ayet. Tenepp 3TUM /1€10M 3alIMYCh 1, @ TOCIIOAMH DJIbCTOH OYEHb CKOPO MOXKaJEEeT, UTO 3aTesil Bce
3T0.

8 Jloporoii nieMsHHUK (pany.).
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— 4 Ha Bac paccuMThIBalO, CyAaphb, — CEpPbe3HO cKazasa ['onmkoBa.

— 4 cyactimB 3710 cabiaTh, BapBapa ®enorosHa. Beerna k Bamm yciayram, A0poras. .. TeTs.

dpeiinuHa BbIILIIa. ANEKCel B3IOXHYJI, MOTSAHYJICS, JIeT Ha KPOBaTh U IOYJOOHEe YCTPOMICS.

«Tak, ¢ aTum zenom Bce sicHo: [lonmHa okazanach Henpasa. VIHTepecHO Bce-Taku, YTO TYT
nenaer Bumok? IlpaBay oH cka3zan Ham O CBOeM pacciefoBaHuM win Het? Heyxkenu oH Bcepbes
AyMaerT, 4TO MOXKHO HAiTH XOThb YTO-TO, Ja €IIe CITyCTs IOYTH MoJIBeKa?»

Korma Kanna yepe3 nomuaca 3arisiHy/1a K AJieKcelo, 4TOObl Y3HaTh, He HYKHO JIU €My 4Yero-
HUOY/Ib, OH YK€ KPETKO CraJl.

Bo cHe emy npuBuencst Bunok, kotopsiit 6eran ro [Tapuky ¢ OrpoMHBIM MHCTOJIETOM B pyKax.
3a HUM B CBOIO OY€peib FOHSUIUCH PECTYITHUKM, HO OH JIOBKO XBaTaJl MX 3a LIMBOPOT U 3aCOBBIBAJI
B ILIKATYJIKY U3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTH, KOTOPYIO U3BJIeKas u3 kKapMmaHa. Ilotom oH BeicTpenmi B KaBepuHa,
JOCTaJl MIKATYJIKy U OTKpbLT ee. BHyTpH jexana rpyga OpuutnanToB. BUIoK pa3pasuiicsi JeMOHU-
YECKUM XOXOTOM, MPOMIOTWII UX U yApas B NoA3eMHbINA Xoa. Panpl ero paka JeTesau 3a HUIM 10
BETPY, KaK J1Ba BO3/1yIIHbIX 3MeSl.

Benukas kHsxkHa Anekcanpa MuxaiisioBHa cefia 3a (popTenbsiHO M OTKMHYJIA KPbIIKY. MrHO-
BEHME — U M3-TIO]] €€ MaJIbIIeB MOTEKJIa BOCXUTUTENIbHASI COHATA, PEKO 00XKECTBEHHBIX 3BYKOB pac-
TEKasiCh [0 KOMHATE, BCEW BUJLIE U NIPUJIETAIOLIEMY Cajly.

dpeiinuna ['onukoBa THX0 3acToHaia. Bee yTpo y Hee 6onesna royioBa, a oT My3bIKH OOJIb cTaja
eme cuibHee. HaBepHsika MpoTHBHAS AEBYOHKA CeJla UIpaTh HAPOYHO, YTOOBI 10caauTh ei, ['onmko-
Boil. Tak oHO, B cymHOCTH, ¥ ObUTO. [Tocpeny TpyTHEeUIMX maccaxkeil KHs)KHA HEeT-HEeT JIa U TIOTJIs-
AbIBajia Ha (PpeisIMHY: YTO, MPOHSIIO TeOs, cTapas Y4epToBKa?

V KHsKHBI ObLIM CBOM OCHOBaHMSI 37MThcsl Ha BapBapy ®enotoBHy. BepHyBIICH C IPOTYJIKH,
KHSDKHA 3aIIsiHy/Ia B OI0pO U 3aMeTHIa, YTO NHChbMa DITbCTOHA JIEKAT B SIIMKE HE TaK, KaK OOBIYHO.
OHa cpazy ke Jorajajgach, KTO pblCs B €€ Belllax, U Terepb Haclax/1aaach MaJIeHbKON JOMAIIHen
MecTblo. AJierpo, ajuierpo! Ax, y BapBapsl oT oropuenusi qjaxe Hoc crai KpacHeiM! Hy-ka, ere
rpoMue, elle BblpasuTenbHee!

— AX, Baie BeicouecTBo! — npoctoHana BapBapa ®enoroBHa, nuzHemoras. — Kak Bbl TUBHO. ..
BOCXUTHUTEJBHO Urpaere!

KHsi’kHa B OTBET TOJIBKO JIyKaBo YJbIOHY ach. HecuacTHas ppeiinHa THXO criossnia ¢ 0aHKeTKH
Y [oCHeIWIa K IBEpsAM. Y Hee BO3HMKJIO BIIeUaTJIEHUE, YTO I'0JIOBA BOT-BOT PA3JIETUTCS HA MUJUIMOH
KYCKOB.

KusxHa 3aKOHUYMIA COHATY M Hayasla urparb HOKTIOpH [omneHa.

— XanHa! — Heo)MIaHHO 1O3BaJIa OHA.

l'opHuuHas, npoTupasias MbUIb B COCEAHEN KOMHATE U Yepe3 MOMYOTKPHITYIO IBEPh CITyIIaB-
11asi UTPy MOJIOJOM XO35IKM, HEMEJIJIEHHO SIBUJIACh Ha 30B.

— Ila, BaIe BEICOUECTBO?

— Manemyasens [Tonuna emre He BepHysack? OHa oOemaia mpuBe3TH OT Majaam JlanTeanH
IEJIK /1J151 BBIIIMBAHUS.

— Her, Bariie BEICOUECTBO, €€ €ellle HET.

— A Kak TaM Halll TocTb? — OCBEJOMIJIACh KHSKHA Oe3pa3InIHbIM TOHOM.

— Mosnonoit odunep? — yrounwia Kanna. OHa nogymana u ckazana: — [To-moemy, oH Bcem
JOBOJIEH.

— XanHa, g He 00 3TOM, — cKa3ana Ayekcanapa. — Kakoe BrieuatrieHre OH Ha TeOst Tpon3Bes?

— OH ropasio npusiTHee CBOEM TETKU, — PEILIMTEIbHO cKa3asia sKaHHa, HacTpaJaBILasicsl B CBOE
BpeMs OT npuanpok Bapeapsl ®enorosHel. — Ho y Hero rpycrHeie 1i1asa.
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— IlpaBaa? — 3anHTEepecoBaiach KHsKHA. — A s 1 He 3aMeTiiia. YTo OH cerofHs jenal, Tl He
3Haelb?

— YTpoM ryasiT HEMHOTo, TIOTOM ObUT Ha KOHIOIIHE, CMOTpen Jjomaneid. Emy moHpaBuiics
ComepceT, TOT, KOTOPBIA B S0JOKAaX.

— ComepceT coBceM JUKHiA, — HEAOBOJIBHO 3aMeTHIIa KHsDKHA. — M BOOOIIIe TIII0X0 00BEe3KeH.

— He 3naio, — 6ecrieyno ckazania KanHa, — HO ¢ ouriepoM ObLT Kak IMIeJIKOBBIN. [lake KOHIOX
YIUBHJICS.

HoxkTiopH Mex TeM yske ycren cOUThbCs Ha KaKOW-TO HEBHATHBIN npemmof. KHskHa 3ameriiia
3TO W paccepauiach Ha ceOsl.

— Moxerb uATH, — CKa3aia OHa TOPHUYHOM.

— Jla, Barie BBICOUECTBO, — OTBeTHIIa JKaHHa, rpuceast.

«Maro e Mche DIbCTOHA, — MOIyMasia OHa, BHIXOS M3 KOMHATHI, — TaK Tenepb ene oduriepa
nonasar! Kakas Bel KOKETKa, Ballle BEICOYECTBO!»

B cBoeil komHaTe AJjiekceil OocTall IIMary M MOBepTesl PyKOW Tak M [AK, NMPUIAKUBASACH K
acpecy. M3nasieka 10 HEr0 JOHOCUIIACh MEJIOUSI — KTO-TO Urpa Ha ¢oprenbsiHo. KaBepuH omycTut
pPyKy U 3acnymancsi. OH joragajncs, KTO CUAUT 32 MHCTPYMEHTOM. 3aKOHYMB HOKTIOPH, KHSDKHA
HEO)KUJIAHHO TIPUHSIACH 32 OpaBYPHYIO MEJIOIHIO TOJIbKH.

«7Kanb ee, kanb, — Qymaa OXBa4eHHbI cMsTeHneM AJiekceil. — [lepBasi BIOOIEHHOCTS, 0T,
OIIYyIIEHHE CBOOOIbI BAAIM OT POAUTENEH, OT MOCTBUIOrO ABOPA. .. Jaxe OOCHUKOM MOKXHO XOIWTb,
Korga crapast ¢gppeivHa He BUIUT. (OH ybIOHYJICS, BCIIOMHMB, B KAKOM BHjI€ BCTPETUJ BYepa
KHSDKHY.) A s JOJDKeH YOUTb ero. 9To pa3oOber el cepaue, OeqHsikke. .. Ho — nmpukas ects npukas,
TYT yXK HIUETO He TIofeIaellib».

OH BJIOKWII IIMAry B HOXKHBI M yOpaJs ee ¢ a3 1os0i. Tenepb OH MOYTH Xkajen, 4To OoJbliie
He HaxoauTcs Ha Ponoce, rae ero Ha KakI0M Iary MOIJIM MOACTepedb U 3ape3arh. TaM urpa Besach
X0Ts1 ObI YecTHO. OH OBLJT C ONTACHOW MHCCHEl B OTTACHOW CTPaHE, OH BHITTOHST CBOU JIOJIT, M €CJTH Obl
BBITIOJTHIJI €T0 TIJIOX0, eMY TMPHUIIIOCh Obl IEHATh Ha ce0sl. A 31eCch eMy He MPUXOAUIIOCh, B CYIITHO-
CTH, HIUeM puUcKoBaTh. Bece mpenensHo mpocto. [Ipuexars, pazodpaTbest Ha MecTe 1 IIPU MasieiiieM
TMIOJIO3PEHNUH — YHUUITOKUTH. CErofHs BeuepoM OHM BCTPEUAIOTCS 32 KAPTAaMHU, U CETOJHSIIITHUN Bevep
peruT cyapOy DIIbCTOHA, — XOTsI caM DITCTOH elle He Too3peBaeT 00 3ToMm. [1a, ceroqHs BeUepoM. . .
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I'1aBa ceabmas,
B KOTOPOI1 IBO€ BOCIIUTAHHBIX JIIOJEH
JIOrOBapMBAaIOTCs, KaK UM YyJaJUTh PAa3HOIJIACHS

— Bbl, kaxercs, He3HaKoMBI, rocniofa. .. [lonkoauk Baape. ['ocnionun KaBepuH, pycckuit opu-
uep.

— Pag no3Hakomutbes ¢ Bamu, Mcbe. .. [lonpasisere 310poBbe?

— Hekotopsim 00pazom.

V NonkoBHUMKA, MOKWIOTO IUIEIIMBOIO MYKUYUHBI C MSCUCTBIM JIULIOM, YKPAIIEHHbIM CEA0N
HIETKOM YCOB, OKa3aJI0Ch HAa PEIKOCTb KPEIKOE PYKOIOKATHE.

— Musiocty pocuM B Hallly KOMIIAHUIO. .. DT0 JIaOGpioHH, JOKTOP.

— C IOKTOPOM MBI YK€ 3HAKOMBI, — 3aMETUJT AJIEKCEl, OTBeUast Ha MOKJIOH BEPT/ISBOIO Yesio-
BEYKa.

— Mcbe Maiiens. .. I'pad e Cen-Jlok. .. I'ocnogun Meprem u3 Beneuuu. . .

Autekceli KuBaJ, yblOasics, Kajl pyku. Bee 3Tu i ObUTH JIJ1s1 HETO JIMIIL CKYYHOH JIeKopa-
LIMEN K OCHOBHOMY CIOKETY JIpaMbl, KOTOPBIM BEJT YEPHOBOJIOCHI CaMOJOBOJIbHBIN DJIbCTOH, CTOSIB-
[N B HECKOJILKMX ITIarax OT HEro.

bbum 31€ch M JamMbl — IPOBUHIIMAIBHBIE CHJIBHO MOIEPKAHHbIE KOKETKH, KaK MX OIpeIesnl
nipo ce6s1 KaBepuH, napa riepe3pesibix JeBUI] Ha BhIIaHbe, IBe-TPU OOTTIMBBIC CTAPYXH B YeIax 1o
Mozie Ancien Régime®, a To u Louis Quatorze'?. [leBuIibl MOMIAABIBAIN Ha AJIEKCesl C UHTEPECOM,
KOKETKH — C eIlie OOJIBIIUM UHTEPECOM, HO eMy He ObUIO Jiefia HU JIO TeX, HU 0 IPYTHuX.

«3a KapTamMH 4acTo BCHBIXMBAIOT CCOPHI... [Ipuaparecs Kk mycrsky, a notoM... Ha nosunmuio,
rocniofa! Illnaru. Cexkynaantsl. [Joktop — ToT %e JlaOpionu, Hanipumep. Her, JIabpionu He rogures,
eme pasoontaer. Illar B ctopoHy, (PUHT M TOUHBIA ymap. MrHoBeHHasi cMepTb. MyUYUThCSI OH He
oyner. Jla, nuceMa. .. [Tricbma, KOTOpbIe KHSI)KHA MUcaa DIIbCTOHY U KOTOpble YepHBIIIER MpUKa3all
U3BATH U JocTaBUTh B [lapuxk, 6apony M. Hudero, BLIKYNIMM y cIyry DJIbCTOHA, BPSL JIU TOT OyaeT
BO3paxarb. BoT Tonbko cobaky DnbcToHa kainko. OcraHeTcs, OefHas1, 0e3 X0351Ha, KTO ee K cede
BO3bMET? YMpET, HaBepHoe, ¢ Topsi. C mpelaHHbIMU CO0aKaMH TaKOe YacTo ObIBAET. ..»

Opna nepe3pesniast IeBula cesa 3a OpTENnbsIHO, APYyras 3aTsAHY/a TypHYIO HAPOAUIO HA apuIo.
AJiekceil cyniall, HallelyB Ha JIMLIO MAacKy BEXJIMBOIO BOCXUILIEHMA. Ta, 4To 3a (hOpTenbsHO, CTa-
pajlach U30 BCEX CHJI, MHCTPYMEHT KpsIXTeJl M CTOHAJI, HO BCe ke — KaK JaJieKo ObUIO UM 00eruM
JI0 UICKPOMETHOT'O UCTIOJIHEHUSI BEJIMKOW KHSIKHBI TUM YTPOM, Kak Jajneko! [lucranuus orpoMHOro
pasmepa. ..

AmonucmenTsl. [Ipecrapenas nama poHsiet cnesdy. [lpyras, ee moapyxka, 0e3mMsTe:KHO Xpa-
ITUT, CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY B uerniie HaOok. Ponoc, Ponoc, xouy Ha Ponoc, rae ropsl, 1 pa3BasiuHbI phlliap-
CKHUX 3aMKOB, U OCJIMKM C KPOTKMMH I71a3aMu, U HeOo cuHe#e candupa.

— Bam noHpaBwiIoCh, MCbe? — CIIpaIlIMBAET DJIbCTOH.

— 4 BocxuiieH, — oTBevaeT AJleKcell He MOPrHYB IJ1a30M.

Xo3s1H goma notupaet pyku. Jre! IToxoxke, CKOpo csaaeM 3a KapThl.

— He nepexknHyTbCs JIM HaM B KapThl, rOcNofa? — CpalivBaeT MoJKOBHUK Baabe. — Bol urpaere,
rocrnonvH oguuep?

— IlouTy 32 yecTb COCTABUTH BaM KOMIIAHUIO, — OTBEYAeT AJIEKCE, KJIAHASCh.

Joktop JIaOpioHU OXUBIISIETCS, €Ba 3aCIbIIIAB O TOM, 4TO OyayT urpars. [1o nmoBaakam Kase-
PUH UyeT B HEM 3as1JI0r0 KapTeKHUKA.

9 XVIII B. (10 peBOITIOLUHN).

10 JIionouka YersipHaauaroro (koHen X VII — vavano XVIII B.).
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— $1 ¢ BaMu, rocrosia, — BOCKJIMIAET JOKTOP, — 5 C BaMu!

W maneHbkast KOMITaHUS, BO3IJIABJIsieMast TIOJIKOBHUKOM Bajibe, ynansercs: B TOCTUHYIO Ha BTO-
poMm 3taxe. Bmecte ¢ Bagse yxonsar nokrop, ibctoH, KaBepuH, Mche Maiienb, my3aToe Helopasy-
MEHHE B YeJIOBEUECKOM OOJIHKE, U eIlle IBOe TOCTEH.

"TIpekpacHo, — fymaeT AJeKcei, — 4eM OOJbllie CBUIETENeH, TEM JTydIle».

Jlakeii IPUHOCUT B YIOTHYIO TOCTUHYIO OOJIbIIIME MOJACBEYHUKH, U HA CTEHAX OXUBAIOT TPO-
TECKHO-YCTpalalolye TeHA MPUCYTCTBYIOMUX. KaBeprHy Ha MTHOBEHHE YyUTCS, YTO OH Pa3IJIsiiel
Cpeny TeHeW CUJIyST CTPaHHOTO CyIecTBa B OajaxoHe M ¢ KOCOM B pyKe, HO OH OfiepruBaer ceos,
MOHUMAs, YTO ITO JIUIIIb ero pasbirpaniiasics gpaHtazus. «BUmIok ckazan Obl, YTO y MEHs Yepecuyp
MHOro BooOpaxeHusl. .. Hy u myctb».

— Urpaewm, rocrniona! — TopkecTBEHHO IMPOBO3IJIAIIAET IMOJIKOBHUK Bajpe.

Ero nbicuHa oTCBeUMBaeT po30BLIM B TPETIETHOM IIAMEHU CBEUYEH. DTOT COBEPIICHHO 3aypsiji-
HBIT C BUJIy YeJIOBEK HEOXKUJAHHO CTAHOBUTCS OOJIBIIIAM M BaXKHBIM, KaK KaKOH-HUOY/Ib MHIUHCKUI
Oynna. B ero yurie mosBisieTcsi HEM3BECTHO OTKY/IA B3SIBIIASICS BJIACTHOCTD, JIBUKEHHS CTAHOBSITCS
CKYIIBIMH U 3HAUUTEJIbHBIMHU.

— Bamm craBku, rocnopa. ..

Kaptel po3ganbl. 30/10Tbie MOHETBI C TIIyXMM CTYKOM JIOKATCSl Ha MOKPHITBIA CYKHOM CTOJL.
«HTEepecHo, moueMy s Tak CIIOKOEH ?» — pa3MbllLIsfeT Asekceil. EMy npuxoansoch B CBOeH KU3HU
BUETh JOCTATOYHO JIIOJICW a3apTHHIX, Ja U CaM OH, TMOXKaIyi, ObUT YeJIOBEKOM C TOpSYEH KPOBBIO.
OpHako KapTsl He OyIOpaXUIH ero, He OYUII BOJTHEHHSI, — CKopee Jake Ha0O00pOT: MPH BUJIE UX OH
CTAHOBWJICSI COCPEIOTOUCHHBIM U cOOpaHHBIM. HuKakoit KOMOMHAIIMY — HU TOU, YTO CYJIMJIA TIOJHOE
MOpakeHue, HU TOW, YTO FapaHTUPOBAJIa BEpHOE OOTraTCTBO, — HE YAABAJIOCh BBHIHYAUTH €0 IyJIbC
OUTBCS XOTh YyTOUKY ObicTpee. KaBepuH ObLT [JIs1 HUX HEOCSATaeM, U BCe TYT.

OH czienan xo/ — BIIOJTHE OOBIYHBIH, BIIOJIHE OJIaropa3yMHbIN ITPY MPUILE/IIel K HeMy crade —
U TIOTJIsIe]T Ha IOKTOpa. TOT My4YuTeIbHO 0O yMBIBAII, KAKOW KapTOU MOKEPTBOBATh, U JIAKe MEJIKHE
OyCHHKH TI0Ta BBICTYITMJIM Ha €ro MoKaToM, MOpIIMHUCTOM JIOy. Her, 3Toro Ajekceil permmrenbHO
He noHumasl. OH OTBeJ I71a3a U MoMMas B3MIAA DIbCTOHA, KOTOPBIA MCTIOATUIIKA CIICAW 32 HUM.
ITO MaJICHbKOE OTKPBITHE HEMTPUATHO Mopasuio KaBepuHa. « Yk He Mo03peBaeT Ju DIbCTOH Yero-
HUOYIb? — CIIpOCKI OH ceds1, a moToM: — Ho OTKyaa oH MOKeT 3HaTh?»

— Hy Ttak kak ke, TocriofiH JOKTop? — cripocus Bajpe, 1eMKkaTHO MOKaILIBAs.

Jlabpronu HakoHer permiics. C BUJOM MydeHHMKa OH METHYJT Ha CTOJI YepBOHHYIO Aamy. Mrpa
MPOJOJIKAIACK.

AJnekceil mpourpaii, IOTOM BBIUTPaJ. B MoOBMHE MIeCTOro BHIOBUT MEPBBIA UTPOK, 32 HUM,
COCJIABIIMCh Ha HEOTJIOXKHBIE Jef1a, MOAHSIICS ¢ MeCTa M Mcbe Maifesb. 3a UrpajibHbIM CTOJIOM OCTa-
BaJIOCh MATH 4esioBeK. [lapy pa3 3axomwia MOJKOBHMIA, TOCroka Balbe, M TaKTUUHO yoaIsiach.
KaBepun permicst Ha puckoBaHHBIN X0f. K cyacTbio, ero HUKTO BOBpeMs HEe PacKyCHJI, U MOJIOION
YeJIOBeK copBas OaHK.

— OpnHako, — cka3aa 00eCKypaKeHHBIH IMOJIKOBHUK, — 3TO ObLJIO CUJIHHO!

— Jla BBl Be3yHUHK, Mcbe! — 3ameTut JokTop Jladpronu. Cyzs 1o ero pasropsueHHOMY, TIOKpac-
HEBILIEMY JIMITy, OH OTJaJ1 Obl B 9TO MIHOBEHHE BCEX CBOMX TMAI[MEHTOB, CBOM YHUBEPCUTETCKHIA
JWIJIOM W BCE KJIUCTUPBI, KOTOPHIE OH KOIJA-TO CTABWJI 3HAMEHUTOM TeplorvHe bB., TONbKO YTOOBI
OKa3aTbCsl Ha MecTe AJleKces.

—T'oBopsT, Be3eT B KapTax — He Be3eT B JTIIOOBU, — C YJILIOKOM 3aMeTHJT DITLCTOH, M 3TO OKa3aJI0Ch
OOJIBIIION OITMOKOH C €r0 CTOPOHBI.

Bcio urpy DmnbcToH MoTYa, pacKpbiBasi poT JIMIIIb ISl TOTO, YTOOB OOBSIBUTH OYEPEHON X0/,
u KaBepuH yxe oTvasuicsi HAUTU KakoW-HUOYIbh TIOBOJ, YTOOBI MTPULICTIUTHCS K YepToBOMY (aty H,
pasmyB ccopy, BbI3BaTh €ro Ha Ay37b. Ho TOT Best ceOsl B BBICIIICH CTeTeHu OJlaropa3yMHO, a Urpa ero
TOXe OKazajachk Oe3ynpedHoi. Eciv Obl OH TUTyTOBA, TIepe/iepriuBall I UCIIOIb30BA XOTh KaKue-
HUOY/Ib TPIOKU M3 OOraTerIero apceHasna myiepoB, AJeKCell MUTOM PacKyCHl Obl MX U pa3myl Obl

30



B. BepOununa. «bpmumant ®opryHbi»

HECJIbIXaHHBIM CKaH/aJ1; HO TYT €My He MOBE3JI0. DJIbCTOH Ka3ajcs Ha PeIKOCTh YECTHBIM, CIIOKOM-
HBIM U TIOJIOKUTEJILHBIM MOJIOJBIM YE€JIOBEKOM, C KOTOPbIM U MOCCOPUTHLCS-TO TOJIKOM HE U3-3a Yero.
[ToaToMy, yciblliaB COBEpILIEHHO 00IIyI0 (pasy, KOTOPYIO, OAHAKO, MOXKHO ObLJIO MCTOJIKOBATh IO
CBOEMY ycMOTpeHMI0, KaBeprH BOCIIpUHSLI €€ KaK Jap CBbIILE U HE3aMeUIMTEIbHO BLEWJICS B HEe.

— Ilpomy npoieHus? — copocul OH YYTHUBO-XOJIOJHBIM TOHOM, KOTOpPBIl B CBETE O3HAYAET,
YTO COOECETHUK CMOPO3WII HEMBICIMMYIO IITYNOCTh. TakuM ke TOHOM, HaBepHOE, pearupoBajl Obl
OmneruH Ha coooieHre, uTo TaThsiHa BCe-TaKu pelmia OpocuTh MyXa U riepeexarb K Hemy.

DNBCTOH MepecTall Yabl0aThCsl U C yIMBJICHUEM B3IJISHYJI HA HETO.

— DT0 Takasi MOCJIOBUIIA, MChe, pa3Be Bbl HE 3HaeTe?

— 41 He 00 3TOM, — ernie XonogHee MPOMOJIBII AJlekceld. — M3BosbTe OOBSCHUTHLCS, HA UTO BbI
TOJIKO YTO HaMEKaJIu, MChE.

[TonkoBHuk Baspe Haxmypuics. Yike 0qHO CJIOBO «HaMEKaJIn» MOPOKIAJIO B €r0 IyIIe HEXO-
polme npeadyBcTBUs, — a B XIX BeKke 3T0 CJI0BO 3HAUYMJIO OTHIOAb HE TO ke, YTO TEIEPb.

— Tl'ocnioga, — monpoGoBa OBUIO BMEIIAThCS IOKTOP, — MOXKET OBbITh, HAM JIy4Ille BBHITUTH?
Myckary, Harpumep. ..

— 51 vy Ha 9TO He HameKal, — Opocit DnbcToH KaBepuHny. — S mpocTto ckasas To, 4To MPUIILIO
MHE B roJIoBy. Bot 1 Bce.

— B camom gene? — BkpagumBo ocBeioMuiics: Asekceil. — VIHTepecHo, moyemMy BaM IpUIILIO
B I'OJIOBY UMEHHO 3TO?

SJIbCTOH MOKPACHEIL.

— CrpaHHblil Bonpoc! — BCIBIXHYJI OH.

— He meHee crpaHHblil, 4eM Ballle 3amMeuyaHue, Mchbe, — napupoBai Kasepus. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ
ceOs B ynape. [Toxoxe, OH HAKOHEI] HA BEPHOM ITyTH.

— 51 He 00s13aH 1aBaTh BaM OTUYET B MOMX CJIOBaX, CyAapb, — OCAHJI €r0 DJIbCTOH.

— A s He 00s13aH TepreTh Ballli OCKOPOJIEHU s, — TYT K€ Hamlesncs: AJieKcei.

— Ho y MeHs1 1 B MBbICIIAX He OBUIO BaC OCKOPOUTD! — 3aIUIIaiIcs: DIbCTOH.

«Ara, norren Ha nonsATHY0. cnyrancs», — coodpasun Kasepus.

— OJHaKo *ke BbI 3TO CHeNalH, — Haceasl OH, — U TI03TOMY s TpeOyI0 W3BUHEHH.

DNbCTOH BCIBUINIL.

— He Buxy npuuuH, nouemy s A0JKEH U3BUHATHCS NIEPEN. .. IEPE. .. — OH UCKaJl OAXOAIINE
CJIOBA M HE HAXOIWII.

—T'ocnioga, — MArKO BMELIaJICS TIOJIKOBHUK, — IIPOCTUTE MEHS, HO Bbl, IO-MOEMY, CTyIaeTe Ha
OYeHb 3bIOKYIO TIOUBY. Mcbe DIIbCTOH U B MBICIISIX HE UMeJT Bac OOUAETbh, TOCTIOANH oduriep.

— Mcbe DibCTOH, — MOBEPHYJICH K MOJKOBHUKY AJIeKCel, — TIO3BOJIMI cebe HeTUTeTIPUATHBIN
HaMeK, KOTOPBIi CIIBIIIAINA Bee TpucyTeTByonme. Iloatomy s He yiiy oTcioa, OKa He YCIbIy OT
HEro N3BMHEHUH.

— A 1o-mMoemy, BbI IPOCTO HE B CBOEM yMe, — OPOCHIT DJICTOH BHICOKOMEPHO.

HoxkTop JlaOpionu ucryranHo 3amep. KaBepus, oco3HaBasi BCIO Ba)KHOCTh MOMEHTA, OY€Hb Me/l-
JIEHHO TIOJIHSJICS C MECTa.

— A BOT 370, — CJIaJIKO TPOIIEJI OH, CY3UB IJ1a3a, — YK€ CEPbE3HO, MChE.

— B camoMm pienie, — pemmresbHO cKas3all MOJKOBHUK. — Takue c1oBa JII/IsIM YECTH HE TOBOPSIT.

Cam ObIBIIMI BOEHHBIN, OH MIHOBEHHO BCTall Ha cTopoHy KaBepuHa. «OTIMYHBINA CEeKyH-
JaHT», — MEJIbKHYJIO B ToJioBe Y odutiepa. JJokrop JIaOpioHM TONIBKO B3I0XHYI M YKOPU3HEHHO TTOKa-
YaJl TOJI0BOM.

— Bynpre yBepeHsl, — TpOMOJIBHII DIIbCTOH, OYeHb OJIETHBIN, — 51 CyMEIo OTBETUTH 32 CBOM CJIOBA.

— Bot u npekpacHo, — nporieann Anekcell. — [T0JKOBHUK, BbI CBUAETENb, YTO MHE ObLJIO HaHe-
CEHO OCKopOsieHne. MHe OueHb Xallb, YTO 3TO JOKHO ObLIO MPOU3OWTH MMEHHO IOJ KPHIIIeH
BaIlIEro JIOMa, HO HU Bbl, HU 51 HUYETO HE MOXEM C STUM IO/IENaTh.

DJIbCTOH IOMPAYHENT.
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— Kak ockopOreHHast cTopoHa, BbI BITpaBe BHIOMPATh OPYKHUE, — HATIOMHIJT TIOJIKOBHHK.

— IInaru, — orBetnnn KaBepuH. — Berpedaemcs 3aBTpa yTpoMm, B ceMb 4acoB. Kpome Toro,
TIOCKOJIBKY $1 IOCTOPOHHMIA B 9TOM TOpOJie, s1 HUKOTO HE 3HAIO0 37eCh... s MPOIIY Bac OKa3aTh MHE
4ecTb ObITh MOMM CEKYH/IAHTOM M MTPOCTIEAUTD, YTOOBI BCE MTPOUCXOIUIIO TIO TIPAaBUJIaM.

ITonkoBHUK Bagbe 4OMOPHO MOKJIOHUIICS.

— MoskeTe NMoIOKUTHCS HA MEHSI, MChE.

OH BBITPSMUIICS ¥ TIOAKPYTHT YCHI.

— Mcbe DbcToH? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— DTO KaKoe-TO y’KaCHOEe HeJJOPa3yMEHHUE, — YCTaJI0 MIPOMOJIBUJ TOT. — Xopoluo. S nonporiry
mio TpamOrie ObITh MOMM CEKYHIAHTOM.

— IIpekpacHo, — 0OOPMIT IOJIKOBHUK. — A KaK Hac4yeT JOKTopa?

Bce B30ps1 HeBOBbHO oOpatiivch K JIadpionu. Tot 3ameTHO cMerancs.

— IIpaBo xe, rocroza... Y MeHsl HET HEOOXOIMMOTO OITBITA. . .

— BpocebTe, JlaGpionu, — 100pOAYIITHO IPOMOJIBUJI MTOJIKOBHUK. — JIMYHO 51 )KMBY B 9TOM TOPOJIKE
yXe JIBaAlaTh JIET U MOTY C YKMCTOM COBECTHIO 3aCBHUJETEIbCTBOBATH, UTO BBI SIBJISIETECH JIYUIINM
JIeKapeM Ha cTo Jibe B okpyre. CoctaBuTe Ham 3aBTpa Komnanuio? f mor 0b1 monpocuts ['yxoHa, HO
OH Takou cyxapsb... C Bamu MHe Oy/ieT CIIOKOIHee.

— Hy uro %k, — HexoTs1 npomonBui JIaOpioHH, — pa3 Bbl TaKk CUUTAETE. .. XOPOIIIO.

Banpe oGepHysicst K ISITOMY MTPOKY, (paMMIIMIO KOTOPOro AJieKced He 3alOMHUI. DTO ObLT
psi00¥i, HEB3pAUHbII YEJIOBEK C KPYITHO BBIPE3aHHBIMH HO3ApSAMH. CHIEBIINIA HA HEM CIOPTYK ObLT
€My SIBHO BEJIMKOBAT.

— Mcobe mio IlnanThe, MBI pacCUMTBIBaEM Ha Ballly CKPOMHOCTb. B 1enax Takoro popa BoBce
He 00s13aTeNIbHO, YTOOBI BCE BOKPYT 3HAJIM O TOM, YTO TOTOBUTCS. JIMIIIHME TOJKM COBEPIIIEHHO HU
K Yemy.

— BynpTe CrioKoiHbI, MChe, — CUTUIO OTBedas pssooi mio [Tnantee. — § He cKaxy HU ClloBa HU
OZIHOM KMBOH JyIlIE.

[TosnkoBHMK Bajpe BaKHO KMBHYIL

— Bor To-TO *®e. Ceromns s BcTpeuych ¢ mio TpamOne u 000 BCeM YCIIOBIIOCh. A rocrogam
niepes BCTpeuel s peKOMEHA0BaJ Obl XOPOIIEHBKO BBICTIATHCSI.

AJnekceil MOJTYa KMBHYJ M CTajl coOMparh CBOW BHIMTphINI. Camasi TATOMOTHAsl 4acTh €ro
paboTHl ocTanachk no3anu. Ternepp HAJO TONBKO (PHIIMTPAHHO 3aBEPIIUTH JIEJI0, U MOKHO BO3Bpa-
1aThCS TOMOW.

— Jlo cBUIaHus1, TOCTIOAVH TMOJTKOBHUK, ¥ CMIacHOO 32 YyJeCHbII Beuep, — ckazan oH. — Jo cKo-
POro CBUIaHMSs, MChe DINBCTOH, — MHOTO3HAYUTEIIHHO 100aBUIT OH.

DNIbCTOH METHYJI Ha HEr0 XMYpbIi B3IJIsiA M oTBepHYJIcs. KaBepun u 1oktop ynamwmick. v
ObLJIO IO I0pOTe, 1, KpOMe TOro, AJIeKCei XOTell MoNpocuTh JIaOpIoHN HUYero He TOBOPUTH BETUKOW
kHspkHe. Ho JlaOpioHM He cTaji Jake 3aXOOuTh Ha BUILTY, a MPOCTO MOMPOIIAJICS ¢ OpUIIEPOM U
3amraraj CBoeu J0pOroxu.

[TpumepHO B TO e camoe BpeMsi psiOOoii YelOBEK, OfIETHIN B AyPHO CHJIEBILINI HA HEM CIOPTYK,
ceJl B MPOCTYIO Kapety 6e3 repOoB Ha JBepiiax. BHYTpyr ObLIO TOBOJILHO TEMHO, U OTTOrO 1o [TnanThe
HE BUJIEJI JIMIa TOr0, KTO CUJIeN B Kapere.

— Hy ut0? — ocBegoMuiicsi ero coOeceIHUK TIIyXUM HU3KHM TOJIOCOM.

— Bce, Kak BBl ¥ yMasy, NaTpoH, — A0J0Xu1 110 [InanTee nouturessHo. — OH noccopuiics ¢
Anbdpenom 3a KapTaMH U BbI3BAJ €10 HA J1y3b.

— Korpa Berpeya? — npoBopyas HEBUIMMBIN.

— 3aBTpa yTpOM B CEMb YaCOB.

— Ilgy! Bonbie Huyero?

— Her, narpon. To ectb ga. { nmpourpas mecrHaguaTh JyHuI0pOB.

— HaBepHsika He 1IeCTHaAIATh, a ecTh. Xopoino, JKako. Crynai.

32



B. BepOununa. «bpmumant ®opryHbi»

— A Kak ke 1yaib, narpon? Yto ¢ Hel nenatb?

— Huuero. [la u cMoTpeTs Tam OyzieT He Ha uTo. Mcbe DIIbCTOH OBICTPO NepeHeceTcsi Ha Hebeca,
BOT M BCE. .. ThI MPOOOBAJI MOAKATUTHCS K CITyKaHKe?

— Xanne? ITpo6osai.

— Hy u kak?

— bes ycniexa, marpoH. [Toxoxe, 4To y MEHsI BHEIIIHOCTh HE OYEHb. ..

— He Tonpko BHEIHOCTS. .. JIagHo, 31O g Tak. Man.

— C JKanHoii ipookarh padboty?

— Koneuno. 3a 4rto g Tede miaay?

Ps160¥1 KMBHYIT U BHIIIENT U3 KAPETHI.

— Tporaii, — mprkaza Ky4epy IJIyXxoi Tojoc.

Jlomaay 3acTydany MogKOBaMH MO MOCTOBOM. YesoBeK B KapeTe MOCTaBIII CBOI0 TPOCTh Bep-
TUKQJIBHO U TOJNOXKUII 00€ pyKU Ha HaOaIJalTHUK, MOCNIE Yero yrnepcs B HUX MogdoponkoM. Mumo
HECIIEIIHO MTpoTeKayii qoMa Huiiipr.

— Jla, — mpOMOJIBUJT YeJIOBEK HAKOHEll, — 3TO OyleT HeJerko.
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I'naBa Bocbmas,
B KOTOPOI MOET COJIOBEM, a AJleKcesl 0/10J1€eBal0T COMHEHM A

Anexkcelt NoAHAIICA B LIeCTh YacoB yTpa. HakanyHe oH npeaynpenwnn I'puropus, 4ro emy pu-
JETCsl BCTaTh PaHO, M BCKOPE CJIyra BHEC K HEMY 3aBTPaK Ha MogHoce. Mosoon 4esl0BeK HEMHOTO
T0€eJ1, — CaMyl0 MaJIOCTb, YTOOBI HE UyBCTBOBATH royiofia. HabuBark xkeiry1ok nepes 1y3bko — Nocie-
Hee JIeJI0, TIOTOMY YTO CHITHIN YeJIOBEeK JBHKETCS TsDKeJiee, CIeIOBATebHO, y HEro OOJblile MIAHCOB
OoJIbIlIe HUKOTAa He 3aBTpaKarh, He 00e/1aTh U HE YKUHATb.

— 3a MHOW JIOJKEH 3aexaTh ITOJIKOBHUK Banpe, — ckazan Anekceit. — [Ipenynpenu Mens, koraa
OH TIOSIBUTCH.

— Kak npukaxere, Anekceil KoncTraHTHHOBMY, — cKka3al ciiyra. — Bl ¢ OJIKOBHUKOM coOupa-
eTech Ha OXOTy?

AJtexceli paccesiHHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Ha oxoty? YTO ), MOXKHO CKa3arh U TaK...

B nome 6bu10 HenpuBbIYHO THXO0. OOBIUHO BapBapa ®enoToBHA MeTanachk Mo KOMHATaM, XJIO-
naJia IBEpsIMM, OT/laBajla IPUKa3aHus, a TeNepb Lapuila COHHasl, JICHUBas TUILMHA.

— Huxkro eme He Bcran? — cnpocuin Kasepus.

— TonbKoO €€ BBICOYECTBO.

— A, — TOJIBKO M cKa3aJl AJIEKCel.

NutepecHo, ¢ yero Obl ee U3HEKEHHOMY BBICOUECTBY BCTaBaTh HU CBET HU 3apA? Yk He Moj-
JIOKWJI JTM €My JII0OE3HHUK DJIbCTOH KaKyI0-HUOYIb CBUHBIO?

BcerpeBoxubiumch, Anekcerd Bbi3Bal ZKaHHY M CITPOCHII Y HEeE, YEM 3aHMMAETCA €€ X03A1Ka U
[IOYEMY OHA YK€ Ha HOIax.

— Ee BpICOYECTBO 4acTO Tak jAenaer, — noscHuwiIa JKaHHa, KOKEUIMBO V1A Ha CTATHOTO MOJIO-
noro yenoBeka. — Ouu 1 Magam Bap6apa He oueHb nansar. [Toatomy ee BbIcOUeCcTBO paja 000N
BO3MOKHOCTH MOOBITh B OJMTHOYECTBE.

— A kak xe BTopas (peivHa, Magemyasennb [lonmmHa? — nonHTepecoBaics Asekcend. — S
AyMaJl, €€ BBICOYECTBO CUUTAET €€ MOAPYTOM.

7KaHHa TIaTenbHO pasmiaania CKIaAKy Ha IUIaThe.

— KoneuHo, cynapp, — ckazajia ropHUYHas1, — HO Apyk0a TeX, KTO JpyT Ipyry He paBeH, Bcerna
MMEET IIPEAEIHI.

Tak, Ballle NMPEBOCXOAUTENIBCTBO, CHACHMOO 3a IIEHHbI COBeT. JIeHCTBUTENLHO, HET HUYEro
TAaKOTO, YTO Obl O HAC HE 3HAJIM HAILM CIIYTH.

— Moxete natu, KanHa, — ckazan AJlekcen.

On ornycrun u I'puropus u, noCMOTPEB Ha 4Yackl, OT HEYETO JENaTh MPOILIEJICS [0 KOMHATE,
3aJI0)KMB PYKH 3a CIUHY. B cany 3amen conosen.

"MokeT ObITh, — IOMYMaJl OXBAYEHHBIN CMSATEHUEM AJIEKCel, — 3TO MOCJIEIHUN pa3, Koraa s
CJIBIIITY TIEHHE COJIOBBSI B CBOEH JKM3HHU. .. Beb 51 He HaBen cripaBok 00 DibcToHe. Bipyr on Operep,
KaKMX IOMCKaTh, ¥ BJIAJIEET IIIAroM He Xye MeHs... Ho moueMy e OH Torja nelTajics yKJIOHUTHCS
OT mOoeIuHKa?».

On 3aciymascs 1 He 3aMeTWI, KaK Ipuexasa Kapera.

— T'ocrioiuH MONKOBHUK MPUOBLT, — AOJOKWI [ puIika.

UYyscrBys B nymie memsiee coxanenue, Kasepun oromnien ot okHa. Conosen Bee e, Korna OH
BbIILIEJ B caJl. JIMCTbA 1 Yalleuky LBETOB ObUTH TSKEJIBIMU OT POChI, KOTOPAsi CKa304HO NepeIBaIach
Ha COJIHLIE.

W3-3a moBopoTa ayuien Bhiluia Ajekcanpa MuxaiioBHa B To;yOOM IUIaThe, C HEOPEeKHO 3aK0-
JIOTBIMHU BOJIOCaMH. B pykax ee Tpereran OonbIoii Oyker.
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KuskHa n Anekceid enBa He cTONKHYJIUCh. OHa 3aMeTHO cMyTUIack. OH — TOXe, XOTS U 1O
ApYroil NpUyYuHe.

— Jlo6poe yTpo, Bailie BHICOYECTBO, — IIPOMOJIBIIT AJIEKCEH, YITUBO MOKJIOHUBIIUCh.

— oGpoe yTpo, — HEPBHO MOBTOPHJIA OHA TMO-(PAHITY3CKH.

BO6mm3u oHa mokasaniack eMy elnie 6ojiee XOpOIeHbKO!, YeM Bceraa. Ho, HemoHaTHO noyemy,
eMy CTajio OECKOHEUHO XaJlb €€, U OH He CMOT 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl IPOrOBOPUTH HU OIHY U3 TpeOyeMBbIX
STUKETOM MaJIO3HAUUTENBHBIX JTI0OE3HOCTEH. BMecTo 3TOro oH ckazai:

— $1 v He 3HaJ1, 4TO y Bac B cajly KUBET COJIOBEN.

— IpaBna? — obpamoBanack oHa. — BbI crblmani? A MBI YK Pelwim, 9ro oH yiueren. OH Tak
JABHO He nen!

Ee rnaza 3a6necrtenu, B rojioce 3By4al ICKpEeHHHIA BOCTOPT. BBUTO BUIHO, YTO OHA HE MPUTBO-
pseTCs ¥ 4TO MaJieHbKasi NIeByasi NTUUKA U B CaMOM JIeJie MHOTO€ Uil Hee 3HauuT. Y AJiekcesi cka-
JI0Ch cepatie. A 9To ke JJIs Hee 3HAUUT TOrJa STOT MPUTOPHBIN NapHKCKUI Oe31ebHUK ? YK HaBep-
HOe, Ky/ia OoJIbIIie, YeM COJIOBEH.

— Sl mpority Baie BHICOYECTBO U3BUHUTL MEH$1, — HEPBHO Iporosopuii KasepuH. — Mens... MHe
Hago uaTu. Mens xayt. 1o cBugaHus.

— Jo cBuganus, cynapb, — cka3ajia KHsDKHA.

Omna cMoTpeiia, Kak OH UJIET 10 AOPOKKE K KAJTUTKE, U AJIEKCel CIIMHON YyBCTBOBAJI €€ B3IJISII.
OH ObL paji, Kora HaKOHEeIl CMOT CECTh B KapeTy.

— loGpoe yTpo, MONKOBHUK, — CKa3aJl OH. — Bee ynaxeHo, s Hagecs?

Bajipe Ba)xHO HaKJIOHWUJI CBOIO TUIEIIMBYIO OJIOBY.

— Ha, mcee. Hac xayT.

10 ObLTa OosbIIIast cBeTIast nosstHa. [lozxke Anekceit BCMOMHMII, YTO HEMOJAJIEKY POCIIH KHIIa-
PUCHI U, KaXKeTCs, TUIATaHbl, HO 32 TIOCTIEIHUE OH HEe CMOT ObI TOPYYUThCSI.

[NonkoBuuk u KaBepun npuObLH niepBbiMU. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT SIBUJICS JOKTOP, a 32 HUM
— mio Tpamoiie 1 DIbCTOH, KOTOPBI, KaK MOKa3a10ch ouIiepy, HEpBHUYAT Kya O0JIbIIIe OOBIYHOTO.
Hio TpamoOrie ObLIO JIeT COPOK MATh. DTOT (PrIerMaTUYHBIN, OOPOIATHIN, HEBBICOKUI YeJIOBEK Tpe[-
cTaBUJICS AJIEKCEI0 U CIIPOCHII, HE XOTST JI IPOTUBHUKY TIOMUPHTHCS.

— Her, — cka3zan KaBepuH, He TBUHYB OPOBBIO.

— Her, — kak 9X0, OTKJIMKHYJICSI DJIbCTOH.

Bagpe npunec mmaru. Ajiekcei ¢ ero moMoInbio CHUT (Ppak U KUJeT, KOTOpble B MPEACTOSIIEN
CXBaTKe emMy Obl TOJbKO MmoMernany. Hactpoenue y Moonoro yesnoBeka ObI0 pOBHOE U, TOXKAIYH,
camyIo 4yyTouky OecrabarrHoe. OH B3I IINIAry U MOBEPTeNT PyKOW TaK M 31aK, YTOObl IPUBBIKHYTh
K adecy.

— Xopotuee opyxue, — ckazan oH Bajipe. ToT, OJBbIIEHHBIA, KUBHYJI.

JIoKTOp cen Ha 1eHb, COpBajl TPABUHKY M CTaJl €€ MOKYChIBaTh. BbIIO 3aMETHO, YTO OH BCTpe-
BOJKEH OOJIbIIIE BCEX, UCKITIOUAst, TIOKATYH, DIbCTOHA, KOTOPHIN TOIBLKO YTO OCBOOOIMIICS OT (ppaka
Y JKWJIETA W B3sUJT OCTaBIIylocs mmary. KaBepuH, ¢ BRI30BOM IJISIIsL HA 3TOTO TPSICYHIErOCs JKAJIKOTO
(bata, HECKOJIBKO pa3 cO CBUCTOM paccekK Je3BUEM BO3/YX.

— INo3apagnsio Bac, cynapb, — HEOKUAAHHO CKa3al DIILCTOH. — f B BOCXUIIIEHUHU.

— Heyxemu? — cipocun Anekceit, 1axe He JaBasi ceOe Tpyda CKpbITh CKBO3HMBIIYIO B TOJIOCE
VPOHUIO.

— Bbl HattuTM nmpeK pacHsIi MOBO, TS Ty3JTH, — PO DNbCTOH. — He comHeBaioch, Havab-
CTBO Oy/IeT BaMH BeCbMa JJOBOJILHO.

— He nmonumato, o yem BbI, — Opocuit KaBeprH, HaXMypUBIIUCS.
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— Bbl Beib HEe TPOCTO Tak BUEpa 3aTesIA CO MHOM CCOpY, — OECCTPAIIIHO MPOAOIIKAT DIIbCTOH.
Tenepb OH B ynop 7A€ Ha AJieKcesi, U TOMY He OCTaBaJIOCh HUUYETO JIPyroro, Kak OIMyCTUTS IJ1a3a. —
Bce noBepuin B 310, HO He 5. Bam npukazanu BbI3BaTh MEHsI Ha Iy3JIb TOJ JIIOOBIM MPEJIOrOM U
youTts. He Tak i1, MAJIOCTUBBIN rocymaph?

ToH ero caenacs MOYTH BBI3BIBAIOIIM.

— Bo1 6peaute, — mporoBopui1 AJieKceid, MPU3BaB Ha MOMOIIb BCE CBOE caMO00IaJaHue.

— Kro, 5?7 — Bo3pasun DabcrtoH. — HuuyTh. A 3Ha10, KTO $1, U 3HaI0, KTO BBl fl — 4esoBex,
MOCMEBIIUI MOMIOOUTH AEBYIIKY, KOTOpast ISl HETO He TpeiHa3HaueHa. A BbI... — OH yCMeXHYyJICS 1
cmepwit KaBeprHa npe3puTebHbIM B3MISIIOM. — Bl HasbiBaeTe ceOst pycckum oduriepom. la pazse
Bbl ocprtiep? Bl OOBIKHOBEHHBIN HAEMHBIN yOHIAIa, KOTOPOTO MOAOCIAT MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIH JEeCIIOT,
YTOOBI. . .

— 3amommuure! — npowmmnen Anekceld. — §1 He xenaro... § 3anperiaio BaM roBOpUTh CO MHOM
B TaKOM TOHe!

DJIbCTOH CMEJIO BCKUHYII T'OJIOBY.

— A 4 mieBaTh XOTeJl Ha Ballly 3allpelleHus], — oto3Bajics oH. — Cibiute? [IBa pasa Bbl Bee
paBHO MeHs He yobete. Ho, 1axe eciu Bbl yObeTe MeHs1, BaM BCE PaBHO HUYETO He IMOfIeNaTh ¢ MOei
mo0OoBbI0. Bel 3HaeTe, 0 KoM 51 roBopio. Tak BOT: 1ake paayl CIIaceHusl CBOE JyIIH s He CMOT OBl OT
Hee OTpeubcsi. BaM 3Toro, KOHEYHO, He MOHSATH, — MPUOABUII OH C MTPe3peHreM. — Y Bac eCThb MPUKa3,
a TIPUKa3bl HAJIO UCTIONHATL. TONBKO He JAyMaiTe, 4To BaM yAaJIoCch OOMaHyTh MEHs, YTO s TIIYyI U
MIOBEPWJI B BAIlly JKAJIKYIO YJIOBKY. fl 3HaJI, 4TO STUM paHO WM IO3JHO KOHYMTCSI, HO s He OOI0Ch Bac.
Crprure? He 60tock! [ToTomy 4uTO 32 Bce B 9TOM MHpPE MPUXOAUTCS TUIATUTD, U JKU3Hb — CITAIITIKOM
HUYTOXXHAS TUTaTa 3a Takylo Jo0oBb. Tak Jenaiite cBoe YepHOE JeJI0, BbI, PE3PEHHBIN YeIOBEK, 1
panyiitech, 4TO Bac Jyisi Hero u3opasm!

— T'ocriona, — HenoBOIBHO BMeImasicsi Gopoaateiil 10 TpamOre, — 4To 32 pa3roBOpPHl MEXIY
MIPOTUBHUKAMU ?

— Tak, nyctsku, — npoueJui1 IbCTOH U OTCAIIOTOBAJ IIIAron AJeKCelo, MOocje Yero OToIeN
Hazan. KaBepuH 3acThl1 Ha MecTe, CKMMasi B pyKe KJIMHOK. beccTpaiiie DibCcToHa, ero HemoKkosieou-
MOCTb U TO, KaK JIETKO OH pas3rajaj ero, Ajiekcesi, — Bce BMECTe ITPOM3BEJIO Ha MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa
caMmoe CTpaHHOe BlrievawieHue. Jlyia ero pa3psiBajach Harormnosjam.

— Haunem? — cipocuin nonkoBHUK Bajbe, mormispiBast Ha 4achl, IPUKPEIUIEHHbIE [IETIOYKON
K JKHWJIETY.

— Ma, noxanyi, — cornacuics mo Tpamone. — Ha nosuruio!

[TpoTMBHMKY BHIIUTK Ha cepequHy mojsHbl. Ha mymie y Ajekcest ObLIO TSKENIO Kak HUKOT/A,
DNBCTOH e I1arajl ¢ pelMMOCTbIO OTYASIBLIETOCs YEI0BEKa.

— Mnaru! Haunnaiire!

AJnexceil HanaJl, HO He CJIMIIKOM CTPEMMTENIBHO. DIIbCTOH NapupoBail. «Heruoxo Biaseer mma-
roi, — MeJIbKHYJI0 B rosioBe Y KaBepuna. — Ho 51 Bce paBHO cusibHEe».

OH niepertien B HACTYIJIEHUE U OTOTHAJI DJIbCTOHA Ha3all, JBaK bl 33/1€B €r0 KOHYUKOM HIIary.
[Tponunack KpoBb, HO, TIO CYACTHIO, STO OBUTH JIMIIb MYCTSYHBIC TAPATAHBL.

— Xoporo (extyer, — 0100pUTEIHLHO TPOMOJIBIIT TIOJIKOBHHK.

— HenypHo, — ciepxkanHo cornacuics 1o Tpamore.

HokTtop JlabpioHu 3aep3ai Ha mHe. B riiyOuHe Ayimy OH 0 KOHIA HAJEsUICs, YTO 3Ta Tydb
OKOHYMTCSI HU4YeM. [IpOTUBHUKY MTPUHECYT IpYTr APYTY U3BUHEHUs, TOKMYT PyKH U MUPHO pa3oii-
ayTcst. Ho o «MupHO pa3oiayTcsi» Ternepb He MOTIIO ObITh M PEUH.

— Haperoch, BaM XOpOIIIO 3ariaTaT 3a Bairy padoTy, — cKa3asl DIIbCTOH, Yy[OM YCKOIb3HYB OT
CMEpTEJIbHOTO yaapa. — MHe Ob10 Obl BECbMa OrOPUYMTENILHO, €CJTH OBl MOIO TOJIOBY JEIIEBO OIIEHIIH.
AJnexceil MpoMaxHYJICs, U DIIbCTOH, BOCIIOIb30BABIIMCH 3TUM, ITOJIOCHYJI €T0 M0 IIevy.

— 4 nymarto, Bac Jaxe MOBBICAT B 3BaHUM, — MPOAOIIKAT DIIbCTOH KaK HU B YeM He ObIBasIo. —
BbI 1OCTOVHBII IPOTUBHUK, MChE, U BIIOJIHE 3TOTO 3aciyKuBaeTe. XOTh M HAeMHbII YOUHIIa.
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— Sl He... — Havyan Anekceil B sspoct. OH IPOBEJ CEpUI0 KOPOTKUX CTPEMHTENIbHBIX TIPHEMOB,
3aCTaBUBLIMX DJIbCTOHA YUTHU B IIIYXYIO 3aILUTY.

— 41 3Hat, 3HaI0, — MPOrOBOPIII DIILCTOH. — BbI YeCTHBIN YeJIOBEK, M BaM He B UueM cebs yIpeK-
HyTb. [loHO, cynapp, Bbl IPUHUMAETE MEHS 3a KOTO-TO, KEM 1 HE SIBJISIIOC.

— BBl camu BUHOBATHI B TOM, YTO MTPOM30IILIO, — OTBETHI AJiekced. — M Oosblile HUubei BUHBI
TYT HeT.

OH cHOBa NMPOMAaxHYJICS. DIBCTOH JIETKO MaprpoBaI M OPOCUIICS B HaNlaJieH!e, HO UTUJIOCh ITO
HEJI0JIro — JJ0 OYEPETHOrO paHEeHUs1, Ha ITOT pa3 cepbe3HOro. KpoBb nommiach pyusem.

— Oro! — 6e33a00THO BOCKJIMKHYJI DJIbCTOH, KaK OyATO paHeH He OH, a KTO-To japyroi. — Cra-
HOBUTCS 3aHATHO, BBl HE HAXOUTE, Cylaph?

— Cpasaiitech, — CKBO3b 3yOBl IIPOMOJIBIIT AJIEKCEH, — U 1 COXPAHIO BaM KHM3Hb.

— MHe - cnatbes? — HACMEIUIMBO CIPOCKIT DJIbCTOH. — BbI I1710X0 MeHs 3HaeTe, Ccyaaph.

OH ocTaHOBWICS, TSKENO plllla, ¥ MEPEIoKWII 1IIary B JieBylo pyky. KaBepun emy He npe-
MSATCTBOBAL.

— Hy u uro teneps? — cipocusn DibcToH. [IpaBbiii 00K y Hero ObUT BECh B KPOBH. DJICTOH
JOTPOHYJICS JI0 HETO PYKOU M, TOMOPILIMBIIKCDH, B3MJISHYJ HA MMOKPACHEBLIYIO JIQJIOHb. — XOPOIINI
yZap, MCbe, — CKa3ajl OH IPOCTO.

— CnaBaiitech, — HACTOWYMBO TIOBTOPUJI AJieKcell. — Bbl He MokeTe OOJIbIIe JPpaThCsl.

— bnarogapst BaM, — OTBETIJI DJIbCTOH C UPOHUEH.

HokTtop JlabpioHu nogoien K cekyHaanTam. Ero Juiio Ob10 HCKakeHO caMbIM HETTOAETbHBIM
CTpaJlaHUEM.

—T'ocriona, — mporoBopuI1 OH YMOJISIOLIE, — HAJI0 YTO-TO JiesiaTh. Mcbe DIIbCTOH eJie AEPKUTCS
Ha Horax. OH paHeH...

Hokrtop Jlabpionu mo Hatype Obul JOOpsK. CTBIAHO MPU3HATHCS, HO OH HE BBIHOCKI BHIA
KPOBH, a YbsI-TO OOJIb 3aCTaBJISIA €70 MyUUThCSI HUIYTh HE MEHbIIIE, YeM COOCTBeHHast. MOXeT ObITb,
MMEHHO NT03TOMY OH U CIEJIaJICS IEPBOKJIACCHBIM BPauoOM.

— Oro, — poOMOJIBUJI DIIbCTOH. — A IOKTOP-TO HE Ha UIYTKY BCTPEBOXKEH.

AJnexceil HePOU3BOJIbHO MTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY. B ciiesyioniee MrHOBEHHE y €ro rpyau
CJIOBHO MEJIbKHYJIA CTJIbHAS 3Mesl, M OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ Pe3Kyio 00b. [I0TOM KHIaprchl 3aIaTaiuch
Y TIOIUTBUIM BBEPX, a HEOO OMPOKMHYJIOCh BHU3. Bonbiie Anekceit KaBepuH HUuero He BUIEN U He
CJIBIIIIAT.
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I'naBa neBsTasi,
B KOTOpOH AJjiekcell OpeauT, a 00J1aKo
’KacCMHHA He Ha IMYTKY CePANTCS

IlepBoe, uTO OH YBHUJIEJ, OTKPBIB IJ1a3a, ObUI KAKOK-TO MPUYYIUIMBBIA MPEAMET, MOCEPEArHE
KOTOPOro KpacoaJicsi 6esblii Kpyr. B kpyre ruisicany aBe 4epTouKH, H, Koraa Obl OH HA TOCMOTPEN
Ha HUX, OHM HEM3MEHHO 3aHMMaJI HOBOe MoJioxkeHue. VIHora, npaBja, OHU MPUTBOPSUTUCH, OYATO
YTOMOHWINCh, HO CTOMJIO €My Ha MTHOBEHHME OTBJIEYLCS, KAK OHM OIATh HAYMHAJIM IIPOKA3HUYATb.
AJexcell mpITajics BTOJIKOBATh UM, YTO TaK MOCTYNaTh HE CTOUT, HO OHM, TIOXOKe, BOBCE HE cOOMpa-
JIUCh CITyHIaThCs. DTO YIPAMOE CBOEBOJIME HE Ha LIYTKY Oropyajio ero, — KyAa Oosblie, YeM He3Ba-
HbIE TOJIOCA, TO M JIEJI0 BCTPEBABILIE MEKIY HUM M MATEKHBIM KPYyroM. Y TOJIOCOB OBLIM JIMIA, HO
BCE KAaKME-TO IUIOCKME W HEBBIPA3UTENIbHBIE, KAK JIENEIIKU. BbUIN y rojIocoB M pyKH, MHOTJA OYEHb
NPUATHBIE, IPOXJIAIHbIE, KOTOPBIE JIOKMUIMNCH EMY Ha JIOO ¥ IPUHOCKIIN ¢ COOOH KaKoe-TO CTPaHHOE
obneruenue. A erne rosoca naxjau. OIMH rojoc, MyKCKOW U HU3KHIA, — TAOAKOM, IPYTOM, JKEHCKHI U
COCTPAJAIOIINIA, — )KACMUHOM, TPETU, HEXKHBIA U MOTYIETCKUI, — (PUAJIKOM, a YETBEPTHI, BU3IJIM-
BBII I HEMPUATHBIN, — MbUIBI0. 7KaCMUHOBBIN T0JI0C MPUXOAX JOBOJIBHO YacTo, U OOHAXKIBI AJeK-
cell OIIyIIaJl ero Bo3ye cedst el ieHb. PUaTKOBBIA MOYTH BCE BpeMsI HAXOAMIICS TIe-TO PsJIoM,
a Taba4YHBIN TO MPUXOOWI, TO YXOOWJI, U BOOOIIE, CTPAHHBII 3TO OBUI TOJIOC, HUYYTh HE MEHee YIu-
BUTEJIbHBIN, YeM OeJblii Kpyr ¢ OerymmMu yeprodkamu. TlocienHuii rojoc, BU3IIMBBIA, mapy pa3
MIPOKYAIKaJl [Ae-TO B BBIIIMHE Ja ucye3. Asiekcell Obl1 3ToMy pad. OH yxe HOHSI, YTO He JIOOUT
3TOT I'0JI0C, COBEPIIEHHO JUILIHUN B €10 MUPE, II€ BJIAAYECTBOBAIIN ITPOXJIaJHbIE JIAJIOHHU U (prAJIKa
C ’kacMMHOM. [ 1aBHOe Teneph ObUIO — MPU3BATH K MOPS/IKY YEPHbIE YEPTOUKH, HO OHU APa3HUJIKCh,
Y TIPBITAJINA, U COBCEM HE CUATAIIUCh ¢ AniekceeM. Ho B OMH NTpeKpacHbIi JEHb OH OYHYJICS.

OH nexxan Ha KpOBaTH, TaK TYro 3a0MHTOBAHHBINA, YTO OBUIO TPYAHO ABIIATH. THXO THKaIM
OPOH30BbIE YaCHl ¢ (PUTypKaMHU aMypPUHKOB IO CTOPOHAM Kpyriioro 6esoro mudgeponara, HO Ajekcei
yke He TIOMHHJI, CKOJIBKO XJIOTIOT €My JOCTABJISUTM HeMOCIyIIHbIe cTpeku. Ero kpoBarh OblTa Kak
KOpaOJIb, TUIBIBYIIMIA 10 MOPIO M3YMHTEIBHOTO MOKOSI M OJMHOYECTBA, He TpeOoBaBIIero codeces-
HUKa. AJIEKCEW He 3HaJI, YTO 3TO MOPE — YacThb €ro0 AyIlU, KOTOpas, [IOCTPAHCTBOBAB MEK1y MUPOM
MEPTBbIX M1 MHUPOM JKMBBIX, BCE-TaKM PELINsIa BEPHYTbCS B TEJIO, HO eMy ObUIO OueHb xopouio. OH
3aKPBLI IV1a3a — U MTOTPY3WICS B COH.

EMmy npucHMIIOCH, 4TO OH JOJIKEH €XaTh Ha KAKOU-TO YPE3BBIYAHO BaXKHBIN ITOJIKOBOU CMOTP,
Ha KOTOpOM oOeIaj MpUCyTCTBOBATh TOCyAaph. AJIEKCel cesl Ha KOHs B sIONOKax, KaK JIBe Karui
BOJBI NTOXOkero Ha CoMepceeTa U3 KOHIOIIHYM KHSKHBI, HO, K €r0 yXKacy, TOT paclipaBWJI KpbUIbs U
B3JIeTeN B He00. BHM3Y, Ha muiaity, napuia ykacHasi cyMatoxa, ¥ MOJIOIOH YeIOBEK He OCMETMBAJICS
Jaxe MONIANEThb TY[a, a TOJIBKO IPUTHYJI FOJIOBY J1a Kpemye BLENWICA B oBoAbsa. OH 3HaJI, 4TO 32
HHM THAJIACh, HO €r0 KOHb JIETEJI TaK OBICTPO, UTO MPECIIeJOBATENIN CKOPO OTCTANH. M3 06aka BhIIesn
MOPTPET MMIIEPATOpa M MOTPO3UJI MY MaJIbLEM, HO, IPUCMOTPEBIINCh, KaBeprH MOHsII, 4TO 3TO
BOBCE HE IOPTPET, a JIBCTOH.

— bennblil TuiIeMAHHUK! — CKa3aJl OH NPOTUBHBIM IIJIAYYIIKAM TOJIOCOM, IO CTPAaHHOCTH Harlo-
MUHaoumm rojgoc Bapeapsl ®@enotoBHb! ['011KOBOM.

— Kakoii g1 BaM 11eMsIHHUK | — ¢ 10caJior cKa3all eMy AJiekceil. — Bbl yKpasiu mpuHLEeCCy rpes,
HEMEJIEHHO BEpHUTE ¢!

W Tyt KaBepuH NOH:AJ, YTO 3TO yke He DIIbCTOH, a IPUTHXIIIAs, NeYalbHasA BEIMKasl KHAKHA.
Emy nokasasioch, 4To ee Ila3a 3aHUMAIOT MOJ-JMLA, a MO HUMH Jiexar roayoosaTble TeHH. OHa
CEpbE3HO CMOTpeJIa Ha AJIEKCesl, HE IIPOU3HOCS HHU CJIOBA.

— Otuero BHl Takas? — CIPOCUII OH YIUBJIEHHO.
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®peiinrna ['onukoBa u3-3a mieda Asiekcanipbl MuxaiioBHBI c/iesajia cTpalinbie ria3za. Kase-
PYH CMOPTHYJI, HA/IeSICh, UTO MPOKJISATASI CTApyXa pacceeTcs, Kak JIbIM, HO He TyT-To Obut0. Kpbutarhiii
KOHb B 5I0JI0Kax ¥ HebGeca, Mo KOTOPHIM ObUIO TaK yIOOHO CKaKaTh, MCUE3JH, HO M KHSKHA, U (ppelt-
JIMHA, ¥ Yachkl C aMypuMKaMu octaiick. He cpasy Asiekceil cooOpasuit, 4To 3TO yKe He COH, a SIBb.

— OH npuen B ce0s, — cKa3aya KHsKHa, o0opaunBasich Kk BapBape ®emporoBHe.

— Ho on 6pequt! — yxacHynacek ta. — Hago nosBars 1oktopa!l

KHsxHa ¢ yKOpoMm mocMoTpesia Ha Hee M IOBEpHYJIach K AJIEKCelo.

— Kaxk BbI ceOst uyBCTBYeTe ceronus, cynaph?

KaBepuH criesan nonsITKy CecTb B IIOCTENH, HO Y HETO TaK 3aKO0JIONO B IPY/IY, YTO OH BBIHYK/JEH
ObLT OTKA3aThCs OT STOU UJIEH.

— He ouenp xopotio, — co cMemkoM OTBETWI OH. — biiarogapio Bac.

OT cupeHeBoro Mmarhkst KHsKHBI axj1o ¢puankoil. CTpaHHO, — npekae AJleKcel TepreTb He
MOT 3TOT 3allax, a Terepb OH MOYTU EMY HPABHUJICS.

— Ckaxure, — HecMeso cripocut KaBepuH, — s 10ar0 Jiexan?

JKeHIMHBI TeperIsiHyIUCh.

— JlocTaTouHO, — OTBETHJIa KHSKHA.

— Bui enBa He morn6nmu! — Bckpuyaia BapBapa ®enoroBHa. — JJoKTOp ckasall, 3TO 4y0, 4TO
Bbl HE YMEPJIH 110CJIE TAKOIO yAapa.

ITpu 311X coBax Asiekceil OKOHYaTeIbHO BCIIOMHMJI IIPOUCIIIE/IIEE, ¥ 9TO HE 3aMeJIAJIO OTpa-
3UTHCS HA ero Jmie. [ 'yObl MOJIOZIOTO YesloBeKa CXKaJUCh, B I71a3aX MEJIbKHY/IM HEXOPOIIHUE OTOHBKH.

— A... Mcbe DIICTOH? — CYXO CIIPOCHUJT OH.

KusxHa BckuHysa rosioBy. Brosb ee jieBoro BucKa criajiana TOHKasi pa3BUBIIASCS MPSIib.

— OH Toxe ObUT paHeH, HO He TaK Cepbhe3HO, Kak Bbl. Mcbe JIaOpioHM yTBEpXkKAaeT, UYTo eMy
OoJIbIIIe HUYETO HE TPO3UT.

"Hy, 3T0 1oKa 51 He BCTaHy Ha HOT'M», — MEJILKHYJIO B rosioBe y Ajiekcest. OH oTiIn4asics KpaHen
3JI0MaMSATHOCTBIO ¥ HUKOTJ]a HUYEro He 3a0bIBajl — HU XOPOIIEro, HU Ay pHOTO.

J1OKHO OBITh, HATOMUHAHKE O MOKJIOHHUKE OKA3aJI0Ch CJIMIITIKOM HEMPUSATHO 11 AJIEKCaHAPbI
MuxaitioBHBI, TOTOMY YTO OHA TIOJHSUIACH C KPecyia U CKa3ajla CBETCKU-0e3pa3IMUHbIM TOHOM:

— [pomry n3BMHUTE, HO MeHs XOyT. BapBapa ®enoToBHA, MOXETe HEMHOTO NOOeceJo0BaTh C
IUIEMSIHHUKOM, HO, TIPOILY Bac, HEOJIrO: €My IOKa BPeAHO MHOTO roBopuTs. S npununo ’Kanny, oHa
MoKa noOyeT Baiel cuenkoi. [TomrHa oTapIxaer, OHa U TaK CHjiesa BO3JIe BaC BCIO HOYb.

Omna xortena yganuTbes, HO AJleKceil HEOXKMAAHHO CXBAaTUJI ee 3a pyKy. KHskHa ynuBieHHO
B3IVISTHYJIa HA HETO, HO OH JIMIIIb TIOIHEC K ry0aM TOHKHUE MPOXJIaHbIE MAJbIIbl ¥ OBICTPO OTITYCTHI UX.

— Bnaronmapio Bac, — poOroBOpUJI OH TOPSTYMM IIETIOTOM, — BbI OYEHb JOOPHI.

KHsxHa crerka noxana rieyamu M BbllIa. « TeTylnKka» U «IJIEMSIHHUK» OCTaJIUCh OJTHU.

— AXx, cynaps! — ckazana Bapsapa ®eotoBHa cKkopOHO, Kauasi rooBoil. — [ToBepbTe, MHE OUeHb
KaJib, UYTO BCE TaK OOEPHYJIOCH!

— MHe TOXe, — COBEpIIEHHO UCKPEHHE OTBETUJ AJjiekceil. YyBCTBO 1oMOpa HE MOKHMJAJIO €T
Jaxe B CaMbIX OE3BBIXOTHBIX CUTYalIUsIX.

— MBe1 Bce ObutM IpOCTO YOUTHI ropeM! — noskasioBayiack Bapsapa ®eoToBHAa TOHOM Karlpyu3HON
J€BOYKH, TIOJTyYMBIIEN KIIyOHUYHOE MOPOKEHOE BMECTO OOEIIAHHOTO IOKOJIAAHOTO. — A KaKUM 3TO
OBLIIO MOTPSICEHUEM J1JIs1 e BhicouecTBa!

KaBepuH cixai ryObl 1 HIUEro He OTBETHIL.

— Ho ee BbicouecTBO — Hacrosmui anren! [IpencraBbre, OHa cama BbI3BaJIach YXaXMBaTh 3a
BaMM, XOTsI JOKTOP U MPeIyIpeal ee, 9TO ITO MOKET OBbITh TSIKEJIO JIsl HEOATOTOBJIEHHOTO Yeso-
Beka. OHa 1 BTopasi (ppermHa JeXypriid BO3JIe Bac MO OYepe/iu.

«Tonbko Tebst ToYeMy-To He ObUIO», — IOTyMasl AJIeKcel.

— [Mopoii, nOporoii IIeMsIHHUK, — KOKETJIMBO MpoIedeTana «TeTynIKa», — Bbl ObUIM TaK MIOXH,
YTO MBI YK JyMaJd O TOM, YTOOBI 3BaTh CBSIEHHMKA. K c4yacTbio, caMoro Xyaiero Bce-Takd He
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npon3onwio. — OHa MPUABMHYIACH MTOOJMKE K MOJIOZIOMY YeJIOBEKy M 3aienTtana: — Ho MHe-To, MHe
BbI BCe-TaKM MOXKETE PaccKa3aTh, UTO TaM Y Bac ciiyumiock? [ToyeMy BBl He CMOTITH YOUTB DIbCTOHA?

AJekcelt KUCTIO YIIBIOHYJICS.

— OueBusiHO, OTOMY, Jpaxanias Bapsapa denoroBHa, 4TO caM DIIbCTOH HE MOXeJall MHE
B 9TOM TIOMOUYb.

— O! — ckazana BapBapa ®eroToBHa OOMKEHHO W OTOJBUHYJIACK.

— NmenHo Tak. Kcratu, BBl He B Kypce, CKOJIBKO ellie MHE MPUETCS JIeKaTh B IOCTENN ?

— He menblie 1ByX Henenb, — ckazaia Bapeapa denoroBHa yBepeHHO. — Tak cKaszan JOKTOP
JlaGproHu.

— Bynem HagesTbCs1, YTO JOKTOP OKaxeTcs Hempas. UTo cipimHo 06 DnbctoHe? OH Mmo-Tnpex-
Hemy B Hurte?

B razax ¢peiiiHbpl MeJIbKHYJ OTOHEK TOHUMaHMUS.

— Hackonbko MHE M3BECTHO, MChe DJIbCTOH TIOKA He COOMPAETCs MOKUIATH CBOIO BUJLITY.

— ITonaTHo. A Benukas KHspkHa? Yacto OH ¢ HEW BUIUTCS?

— 3a To BpeMs, UTO BbI JIEKAJIM B MOCTENH, — 3ameTiia BapBapa ®enoTtoBHa, yabIOHYBIINCH
KpasiMu MOOJIEKINUX I'y0, — BCEro [1Ba pasa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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