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IIpoJior

T'og 4742-ii c MOMeHTa poXJeHUsT OOTOB.

[Tocne KpOBOMPOTUTHBIX BOMH MEXKIY OpKaMu, 3nbdamu u moapmu, [llyHaiiMan — BOEHHBIN
JIMEp YeJIOBEUECKOM Pachl, — CO3/IaJl BEJUKYI0 UMIIEPHIO0 DIIMOPEICH U MOCTPOUIT OeJIOKaMEHHBIH
ropon AeH, CTaBIINI CTOJMILIEH.

Bornee AByX ThIcs4 JIeT UMIIEpust JIIOAEH MPOLBETasa, oKa MocleHUi e€ mpaBuTess — baiom, —
He ObLT Haka3aH OOraMu 3a CBOIO TOP/IBIHIO M 3aTOUeH HaBekH B barHio CkopOwu.

ITocne ncye3HoBeHUs UMIIEpaTOpa MHOTI'OYUCIICHHBIC TEPLIOTrU 3a4BUJIM CBOU IIpaBa Ha TPOH
B AI[CHC, " Ha4YaJIaCb KPOBOIIPOJIMTHAA 6opb6a 3a BJIaCThb.

bonee gecaru ner no BCEMY KOHTUHEHTY I'PEMEJIN CTPAIIHBbIC BoMHBI. COTHAMM THICSY THOIN
JIIOOU. HCJILIC ACPCBHU U JaXXE ropoda CTUPAJIUCh C JIMIAa 3€MJIA. B ogun mur BEJIMKOUN UMIICpHUU
9J'IMOPCI[6H HE CTaJIo.

INocne 3akmoyeHns Mupa Ha 00JI0MKax UMIIEPUU BO3HUKJIU 1Ba KOPOJIEBCTBA: AZIEH U DJIMOp.
[Nepen yrpo30ii HanaieHUs IPYryX pac Ha OCIaOIeHHBIX MEXI0yCOOMLIEH JIIoeH, paBuTeu AsleHa
1 DMopa ObLIIM BbIHYKJIEHBI 3aKJII0YUTh cO03. OHU NOKJISJIUCh B BEYHOM JpYK0e U Jayiu oOelaHue
NPUITH Ha TIOMOILlb, ECJIM OAHOMY U3 KOPOJIEBCTB OYJET IPO3UTh OIACHOCTb.

IIImu cronernsa. Obda KOPOJICBCTBA pPOC/IM U IPOLBETAJIA, ITOKA OAHAXIbI HE IPUIILJIO BpEMA
HCIIOJIHUTD JAHHYIO KOIJa-TO KJIATBY. ..
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I'nasa 1. losimHa q[pakoHoOB

MarneHbKas siepHiia OCTOPOKHO BBICYHYJIa TOJIOBY M3 IIECKA, HO TYT K€ HbIPHYJIa 0OpaTHo,
KOTJJa Ha He€ CBEepXy pyXHyJIa TsDKENas J1aTHas Mepyarka.

— IlpokusATas mycTeiHsA! — BeIpyrajcs CTOSIIMIA Ha BepLIMHE OapXaHa IIMPOKOIUIEYMIA BOWH
B CEpeOPHCTHIX 0crexax. — [lon3aeM TyT, CIOBHO MecyaHble CKOPITMOHBI, HIIEM KaKHX-TO MEPTBELIOB
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CU/IETh B TPAKTUPE U IIYHaTh CTy’KAHOK 32 3a/IHHILIbI!

3aMCTI/IB, KaK M3 II€CKa BHOBbB IOKA34aJIACh I'0JIOBaA AMICPULIBI, OH COPBAJl C PYKHU BTOPYIO IIEP-
YaTKy 4 C cHJIon 3alTyCTUJI e€ Bcien 3a HCpBOfI, HO OIIATHh MPOMAXHYJICA, YTO BBI3BAJIO oqepenﬂoﬁ
IIOTOK 6paH1/1 bonbiie kugarscs B Harjiymo peliTujivio CTaJlI0 HEYEM, U OH, HEC IIPEKpalllada pyrarbC,
C OCTCPBECHCHUEM IMPUHAJICA OTPAXUBATH 60p0,[1y OT MCJIKOI'O II€ECKaA.

— Tebe ne yroguuib, CefpuK, — MPO3BYYaJ PAJOM XpUIUIBIA rojoc. — bonora — mioxo,
MYCTBIHS — TOXE IJIOXO.

— Ha, moxo! — Cenpuk NOBEpHYJCS K CTOSILIEMY HENONAIEKY BBICOKOMY YE€PHOBOJIOCOMY
BOMHY B TaKMX ke JIOCHeXax, KOTOPbIM MPHUKPBIB IJ1a3a PyKOW, BHUMATEIbHO CMOTpe Blaib. — Mu
s JOJDKEH HACJIak1aThCsl STUM IPOKJISTHIM MEKJIOM?

— Thl Besib He TOJBKO NaJAUH DiHXa3a]', — MOBEPHYBIINUCH, BTOPOH phILIAPh YKa3aJl MajbleM
Ha M030JI0YEHHBI JIMK OOTMHM, BHITPaBUPOBaHHBIA Ha Kupace Cenpuka. — Thl enié  r1aBa opleHa,
KOTOpBbII I0JIKEH MOJaBaTh NpuMep octayibHbIM. K ToMy ke 51 Te6e roopuit: noopericsi. Ho ThI He ciy-
maenib. TeGe 6opona BaxkHed. BOT u BHITpsXUBai Terepb MECOK.

XoTh DpUK ¥ ObLT APYroM M MOOpaTUMOM, He pa3 cracaBmiM CelpuKy KM3Hb, HO TaKOTO
M3/IeBaTeNIbCTBA IVIaBa MaJIAIMHOB CTEpIeTh He MOr. AKKYPAaTHO MOACTPYKEHHAs!, HaMa3aHHasl apo-
MaTUYeCKUMM MacjiaMu, 00poJa sABJIsIIaCh IPEJMETOM ero ropaocT. Toabko OH coOpasics OCHOBa-
TEJIbHO BBIPYTaThCsl, KaK DPHK MOJHSII PYKY, IPUBJIEKask BHUMaHUE.

- OI[I/IH N3 pasBCAYUKOB BO3BPAIIACTCA.

— OnuH? — no3a06bIB O A3BUTENBbHON M37EBKe, CeaprK MOIOMIEN MOOIMKE U TOXKE BCMOTPEIICS
B TOPU30HT. — A OCTaJIbHBIE Ky/la MOJEBATNUCH?

— He 3Ha10, HO HY’)KHO BBISICHUTb. .. YTO-TO ciay4ymiock! BeicTpeii! — cHeraeMblii HETOHATHON
TPEBOIoi, UK OPOCHIICS K JIOMIAISM.

CryctuBImch ¢ rpebHs1 6apxaHa, OH 3alpBHITHYJI B CEAJIO M MOTHAJT KOHSI HABCTpEdy pa3Bell-
yuKy. C caMoro Hayajia ero Tep3ajiy IUIOXKe MpeJuyBCTBUS, EIIE KOTAa TOJIBKO 3aTeBAJICS STOT MOXO/.
U ceiivac, cyas 1o Bcemy, OHM HAYMHATNA COBIBATHCS.

C ka0l CeKyHIoW OECHOKOMCTBO, TIOKYyIlee DpuKa U3HYTPH, CTAHOBUIOCH BCE CHJIbHEH.
[MogbexaB Ommke, OH MOHSUI, YTO Jiesia 0OCTOSIT HAMHOTO XYK€, YeM Ka3aJocCh.

! Sjtuxazan — Boruns Ceera u Cosuanns. Ofisa u3 JIBYX BEPXOBHBIX O0roB nanTeoHa. Co3asa xuBble (hOpMBI, B KOTOPHIE APYyTHe
60ru BIOXHY/IN XKH13Hb, 00PA30BaB Pa3HbIe PACHI.
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n Jomajab, 1 BCAAHUK OKa3aJIUCh TAXKEIIO PAaHCHBI. bennoe JKHNBOTHOE, CIIOTBIKAsACh Ha KaXXJI0M
mare, U3 NnocjJeJHuX CHUJI HECJIO Ha cebde OKPOBABJICHHOI'O 4Y€JIOBEKA.

[TpuGMM3MBIIMCH, DPUK CIIPHITHYIT HA TIECOK M TIOAXBATWII HA PYKH YK€ HAUMHABIIIETO COCKAIb-
3bIBaTh C Celyla BOMHA. BepexkHo OIMyCTHB ero Ha MecoK, OH COpPBAJ C Cejjla MeX C BOIOHM M MOIHEC
ero K rybam paHeHoro.

— Ien.

PasBemunk ¢ TpyaoM pasznienui ryosl U cesai] HECKOJIBKO TIIOTKOB. HeMHOro yToims xaxny,
OH 0OpEYEHHO MOCMOTpEIT Ha TaJlaiHa.

— T'ocriogun Dpuk... Uayr...

— Ckonpbko ux? Kak nanexo orcriona?

— Ve pagoM... Teicaun... Bce mepTBeLbl 3TUX 3€MEb. . .

— Cmoxerib UTh caM? — DPUK MOAHSIICS C KOJIEH.

ITpukpeiB OT BeTpa 1a3a, OH BCMOTpeJics B 1aib. Yepe3 napy MruopeHui nogocnen Cegpuk.

— Yt0 Tam?! — mpoKpHUYa OH, CTapasiCh NEPECUIINTh 3aBbIBAHUS BETPA.

He noxnasumich otBera, CelpuK CIIPHITHYI C JIOMIAAU U MoA0eXasl K paHeHoMy. ToT Jiexal
Ha CMMHE C 3aCTHIBIIEH Ha JIMIe TpUMacoi 60mm. M3 3akaToro B pyke Mexa, TOHKOU CTPYHKOM BbITe-

KaJjia BOJa.

— IIpokuaTee, — onmycTuBIIUCh HA KojieHW, CellpuK 3aKpbll MEPTBOMY IVla3a M MpOILIENTal
KOPOTKYIO MOJIUTBY.

3aKOHUYMB, OH MOJOUIEN K DPUKY.

— Hyxno youparbcst orciona! Ckopo HauHETCs riecyaHasi Oyps!

Ho 1ot ero He ciplinan. 3acThiB HEMOM CTaTyel, DPUK, Kak 3aBOPOKEHHBINA, CMOTpEJ BIEPEN.
— Benukas Diinxazan. .. — nporutentani B yxace Ceqpuk, MPOCIeIuB 3a ero B3IJISI0M.
Braneke, nogHrMast KiyOsl IMbUTA, K HUIM HEYMOJMMO TTPUOIMKAIUCE JIETUOHBI HEKUTH.

— Yxomum! — Cepuk 3aTpsic ipyra 3a 1iedo, MpUBoAs ero B 4yBcTBa. — HyKHO cpouHO c000-
HIUTh KOPOJIO!

DpUK B3APOrHy/I. 3aMeTUB MEPTBOTO Pa3BEIUMKA, OH MTOBEPHYJICS K HAIAPHUKY.

— Hy:xHO BBITAIlIUTB €r0 OTCIOA.
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Ho 1ot enie 3aMeTHO MoKayasl rojIoBOM.

— Io3nHo. .. boru 3a6panu ero k cede. HyxHO youparbcs oTciofa.

XOTh U HE B TpaguluAaxX HNaAJTaAWHOB OCTaBJIATH ITaBIIHX, SPI/IKy IMpUIIJIOCH COITTACHUTBHCA.
[To myT B Jarepb OH MOMOJIMTCSI O AyIle 3Toro OemHsArd. Bumur DitHxazaa, Gosblle OH HUYETo
HE MOXET ClIeJIaTh.

B3o6pasimce B ceyio, DpUK B MOCIEAHMIA pa3 B3MISIHYJI HA MEPTBOTO BOMHA, CJIOBHO 3aIlo-
MHHasl ero JIMILIO, TOCIe Yero MPUIIIOpuII KoHs. Bekope, Ba nayiaquHa ObLTH yXe AaIeKO OT 3TOrO

MeECTa.

&k

Bpemennslit nareps Boiicka dnmop. [latép kopons Anbdpena.
3a HEBBICOKMM CTOJIOM C PACCTEJICHHOW Ha HEM KapTOU CHJIEN MOJIOIOW CyXOIapblil MyKYMHA
B M030JIOYEHHON Kosbuyre. OTKMHYBIIMCh HA CIIMHKY CTYJA, OH TepeOUsT OCTPYI0 YEPHYI0 OOPOIKY

M HECOTPBIBHO CMOTPEJI Ha TUIAIIYIIUE A3BIKA IIJIAMCHHA B HeOOJIbIIION HOXOHHOﬁ eyu.

— Bame BennuectBo! — 0TOABMHYB pacIIMThINA MOPOr 1ATpa, BOIIET OAMH U3 KOPOJIEBCKUX
rBapzeiies. — [IpruObUN NMaiauHbl, TOCTaHHbIE BCTPETUTh Pa3BEIKY.

- HYCTI) BXOZAT, — TUXO OTBETUJI KOPOJIb.

BouH otomién B cropoHy, nporyckas AByX pailiapeil. Boiiis BHyTpb, OHUM OZTHOBPEMEHHO OITy-
CTHJIMCh Ha KOJICHO U 3aCThUIN O€3 JBUKEHUS, CIOBHO KeJIE3HbIE CTaTyH.

— PacckaspiBaiite, — KOpoJb OTOpBaJI B3MJIsA] OT TUIAMEHH M TIOCMOTpeIT Ha Bomeamux. — Kakue
BECTH OT pa3Be/IKu?

—PazBequuku noru6mu. .. Bee. .. —nopn Ceapuk nouemy-To O0sICs HOHATD TOJIOBY U IOCMOT-
PeTh KOPOJIIO B IJIa3a, OyATO 3TO OH BUHOBEH B X cMepTH. — Hesxuth unaér. VX teicsiun. JIOBOIBHO
CKOpO OHU OyayT 31ech. Mbl THAJIM KOHEW W30 BCeX CHJI. Y Hac B 3ariace JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO YacoB.

Bnagpika Dnamopa nompavsen. Pe3ko NMOAHSBIIMCH, OH MOBEPHYJICS K PbILAPSM CIIMHOW,
HE jKeJlasi MoKa3plBaTh crpaxa. CikaB YesoCcTH, OTYErO Ha CKyJlaxX B3[YyJIUCh KpYIJIbIE KEeJIBAKU, OH
MIPUKPBLI 71434, CTapasiCh YCIIOKOUTb HEPBBI.

— Eme ectb HOBOCTH?

— Her, — He nogHuMast royioBbl, oTBEeTU Jiopa Ceapuk.

— Bame BenmaecTBo! — DpUK HE CMOT CAepKaTh Tep3aloliuii ero Bonpoc. — [Ipoiy u3BUHUTH
MeHS 32 JIep30CTh, HO U3 AjieHa” He moctynaso Becteii? ['ne koponbs Kagmyc co cBoeit apmueii?

Anbdpen MeaJIeHHO MOBEPHYJICS K MaaJuHy.

2 AJIeH — CTOJIMIIa OMHOMMEHHOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA.
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— Onu yxe B myti. HenasHo npuObut roren. B Jonne pakoHoB Ha HUX Hanamu cran Panu-
6aTu®, — KOpOJIb CHOBA BIEPUJ B30P B TaHIylolIee rams. — KaaMycy mpuiiock npuHsTh O0H, U OH
MOTePsLT MOJIOBUHY BoMcKa. [To pacuéram, Kk 3aBTparrHeMy yTpy CUjIbl AJieHa ke OyayT 3/1eCh.

— Kak k yrpy?! Mbl HEe MOkeM CTONBKO kJaTh! — BOCKIMKHYJ CeapuK, BCKOYMB Ha HOTH. —
MB!I ke He BBICTOMM OJIHHM ITPOTHB 3TUX MOIYMIIL!

I'Bapneiiipl KOpOJEBCKOW OXpaHbl PBAHYJIMCh BIEPEN, HO AJb(pes MOJHS PyKY, TOKa3bIBasl,
YTO BCE B MOPSIJIKE.

— 1 mpexpacHO MOHKMMAIO BCIO CJIOKHOCTh cuTyauu, Jopa Ceapuk! Ho s gan cioBo koposo
Kagmycy, — B ronoce Biaagplky DJIMopa 3a3BEHEN METajlUl, — YTO Mbl NPUAEM €My Ha IOMOIIb
u He orctynmuM! U BbI, Kak I1aBa OpJieHa MajiaJdHOB, JIOJKHBI MPEKPACHO MOHUMATh, YTO CJIOBO
KOPOJIs1 HEPYLIMMO.

— [Ipoury u3BMHUTH MeHs 3a HEJIOCTOMHYIO BBIXOAKY, — CelpuK BHOBb IMPEKJIOHWII IOJIOBY. —
Ecin Mol rocioguH XeJjaer. ..

— 4 mpomaio Bac, nopa Cepuk, — KOpoJb MOAOMIEN K MajaauHaM. — BeranbTe, Mon xpaGpbie
BOWHBI, — JI0XKJABIINChH, KOTa 00a phIlIapst MOAHUMYTCS C KOJIEH, OH IPOJIOJIKIIIL: — Y HAaC HEeT BhIOOpa.
MBp1 00s13aHBI BBICTOATH 10 noaxonaa Kagmyca. Ecii mbl maném, 1o... — Anbgpe MOTHYJT TOJIOBOM,
OyITO OTTOHSISI 3/IyI0 HEMPOIIEHYI0 MBICTb. — $1 He Xouy Aaxe JymMaTh O TOM, YTO B 3TOM Clly4yae
MIPOUBOUJIET.

B aToT MOMEHT, nipepbiBasi AJibpesia, CHApyKH IaTpa MOCIBIIAIICS LITyM, a Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE,
OTOPOCHUB TIpaBWJIA ITUKETA, BHYTPh BOPBAJICS 3allbIXaBIIMicsA BouH. Ha romyOsix qocmexax, CKBO3b
CJIOH TBUIH, TIPOIIIsIAbIBAJ repd AnieHa — Oeltblil 3aMOK Ha (hoHe YEPHOTO Kpyra.

BpocuB B3m1s1/1 Ha 3aCTHIBIIMX B U3YMJIEHUU BOMHOB, OH OITYCTHJICS TIepe/1 KOPOJIEM Ha KOJIEHO.

— Cup. [Ipocturte 3a Brop:keHue. Mens nocnai koponbs Kaamyc. Harie Boiicko nomnasio B 3acany
B JlonmuHe [IpakoHOB. TobKO MBI OTOMIMCH OT cTaii Panmbartu, Kak BHE3aNHO TMOSIBUIACH TIeliast
apmust HexkuTd. OHM MHOTOKPATHO MPEBOCXOAMIIN HAC MO KOJIMYecTBY. Boiicko AJleHa MpakTUYECKU
pazouto. Koponb KaaMyc ¢ 1ByMsI COTHSIMU phIIIapel YKPBUIUCH B rieriepax. v noka ymaércs caep-
KHUBATh HEXKUTh, HO CKOJIBKO OHM TTPOJIEPXKATCSI — HEM3BECTHO JIae Ooram.

B OJUH MUI' B IIAaTPE MOBUC/IA THETYIIAA TUIIWHA.

— Muopa, — roHelr B oT4yassHuM nocmotpesl Ha Asbdpena. — Koponb AneHa MoiuT Bac
O MTOMOIIH.

— Ho 310 HeBo3MokHO! — BockJiukHYA Ceapuk. — I cBoMMU I71a3amMu BUAE apMUIO HEXKUTH,
KOTOpasi JBUrajach ciona, a ue B Jonuny!

— 4 He nry! — BOMH U3 AJeHa MOAHSUT TOJIoBY. — Ecii 3T0 HEOOXOIMMO, 51 TOTOB MOKJISICTHCS
HMeHeEM DHHXa3al.

3 danubary — JCMOHBI, 06I/ITa}0LHI/Ie B ITYCTBIHE, C )XKEHCKUM TOPCOM M 3MEWHBIM XBOCTOM BMECTO HOT'.
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Cenpuk MpUCTAIBLHO MOCMOTpPEJ Ha HEro U Mojva KuBHYI. KisaTBa nMmeHnem DiiHxazaja CBs-
nieHHa. HapymmBinmii e€ HaBiekas rHeB OOTMHU He TOJIBKO Ha ceOsi, HO U Ha BeCh CBOU POJI.

B maTpe BHOBL ITOBUC/IA 3BEHAIAA TUIIIMHA.

— 3pech He obonutoch Oe3 YEPHOI Maruu. 51 3T0 YyBCTBYIO, — BAPYT CKa3asl DPUK, UbU CIIOBA
MPO3BYYaJIH, KaK packaT rpoMa cpejib sICHOTO HeOa.

— Tel Xouelb cka3arp, 3TO 1€JI0 pyK HEKpoMaHTa? — HaXMypuJIcsi Koposib AJib(per.

— Ha, Baiie BemmmuectBo. Cy/isi IO BceMy, TO Ta camast apMusi MEPTBBIX, YTO Mbl BUJIEIIH C JIOP-
nom CeqpuKoM. A 3TO 3HAYMT. .. — DPUK HA MTHOBEHHE 3aITHYJICS, — YTO Mbl KIMEEM JIeJIO He C TIPO-
cTeiM 4€pHBIM MaroM. Jlumipb [Moxuparenu dymn criocoOHbl IepeOGpOCUTh Ha OOJBIIIOE PACCTOSTHHE
TaKOE CKOITHIIE MEPTBEIIOB.

Koponb nmompaunen emg 6ompie. Ceipik THXO BeIpyrayicsi. Boun Anena Hayas 60pMOTaTh
T10/1 HOC MOJIUTBY.

Tenepb BceM CTaIO SICHO, OTKY/A B 9TOH IyCThIHE MOSIBUJIOCH CTOJIBKO HEKUTHU. JIMIb HEKpO-
MaHT MOT' BEPHYTh K KU3HM OCTAHKM BOMHOB, CPaXKaBIIMXCS B TUX 3€MJISIX €ILIE C SMOXU NEePBBIX
umneparopoB. Ho ecnu 310 onun u3 [oxupareneid dymr... HekpomaHTbI TakoW CHITBI IPAaKTUYECKU
HENoOeJUMBL.

— Cup, — BHOBB 3aroBopui1 Ipuk. — HyxkHo cpouHo cooOmuTts B Bammio*. Ham He oGoiTuch
0e3 MOMOIIIY Maros.

— Maru... — noBesTesb DIMOpa, 3aKphIB IJ1a3a, MPUHSJICS MaCCUPOBATh MaJIbIIAMUA BUCKH. —
Jlopn KaOpuk, — KOpoib MOBEpHYJICS K TYYHOMY BEJIbMOXE B SIPKO-AJIOW MaHTHU, — HEMEJIEHHO
nockltaite roHnoB B bamHio CinonoBoit Koctu. A ceiiuac nepBoouepénanas 3ajgada — nomoub Kaj-
mycy! — Anbgpen He 3a0bUT O CBOEM OOEIAaHWU, HECMOTPSI Ha BHE3AITHO OTKPBIBIIYIOCS KYTKYIO

npaBay. — O6wsaBsiite coop! BeiaBuraemcs B JonvHy [IpakoHOB.

KaGpuk, HecMOTps1 Ha MOIHOTY, OO/IPO BHICKOYMJI M3 IIATPa U YKe TPOMKO MO/I3bIBA KOTO-TO
13 TOHLIOB. A KOPOJIb ITOBEPHYJICA K BOMHY U3 AJIeHa, IPUHECIIEMY CTpAILHbIE BECTH.

— Ilokaxemp myTh?
— la, Muiopa! — Ha JMIe cosnjiata HOsIBUJIACh PaIocTHas yibslOKa. — AzieH He 3a0yaeT 3Toro!

&k

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO 4acOB BOMCKO KOpOJIEBCTBA DMop Bouwio B Jonuny [IpakoHOB.

Bnaneke uepHesna 1MHUs rop, y IOIHOXKUS KOTOPBIX pacloNoKuiachk orpoMHas apMust. OCHOB-
HYIO €€ YacTh COCTABJISUIM BBIOGJICHHBIE COJHIIEM M TIECKOM CKeJIeThl, BOOPYKEHHBIE U3bEICHHBIM
PKaBYMHOM, HO BCE €II€ CMEPTOHOCHBIM OPYKUEM.

* Mmeetca B Buny Bamns 3 CoHoBoii Kocty, rie oOMTaioT BOMIIEOHUKY.
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C BepIMHBI OTHOTO M3 OAPXAaHOB HECKOJIBKO BCATHUKOB BO IJIaBE C KOPOJIEM paccMaTpUBaIIH
BOMHCTBO HEM3BECTHOTO HEKPOMAHTA.

— Otponps unen’! — crunionyn Ceapuk, 3aMeTUB cpelb OEJIOro CKOMUITA MEPTBEIOB YEPHO-
*Enteie 3MenHble Tena PanmbdaTh. — [Tocie cCXBaTKM HYKHO Pa3bICKaTh MX FHE3/IA U ITEPeJaBUTh BCEX
rajavH!

— CoxpaHnsiiite XJIAAHOKPOBHE, MO JApyr! — 3ayMUnBO cKazasl AJib(pes, BHUMATEILHO U3Y-
Yast MecTo Oyayiero cpaxeHus. — MHe Hy)XHa Ballia He3aMyTHEHHAs rojioa. OcTaBbTe IPOCTh IS
OWTBHI.

— Barre BenmmuectBo! — DpuK IeBEIbHYIT MOBOJbSMHU U BIUIOTHYIO MOABEXA K OesIoMy KOpo-
JIEBCKOMY CKakyHy. — [103BoJIbTe MHeE Mo00paTh JeCATOK XOPOIIUX BOMHOB. MbI OBI MOITUIN B 00XO]1
Y TTOCTAPAJIMCh BBICJCAUTh HEKPOMAaHTA, ITOKA BBl YAApUTE B JI0O.

— ToI uTO, C YMa comién? — ycnslian ero cjioBa, Ceipuk eBa He CBAIWIICS JIOIIAIU. — ITO Ke
BEpHOE CaMOYOUICTBO!

— Ha stot pa3 s cornaced ¢ CegpukoM, — KOPoJib ¢ U3yMJIEHUEM MOCMOTpeJT Ha Dpuka. — 10
Hepa3yMHBIN TIOCTYTIOK. Bara xkeprBa oKakeTcsl HalpacHOM.

— Barrie BeuecTBo, — MpoJOJKaI HACTauBaTh NnajgaauH. — Kak TOJIbKO Bbl aTakyeTe, BCE BHU-
MaHKe HeKpoMaHTa OyJeT MPUKOBAHO K OCHOBHOMY BOWCKY.

CepyK CIUTIOHYJI U pa3[i0caloBaHO MaxHyJ pykoil. Ho Dpuk He oOpaTuii BHUMaHUSI Ha APYyTa.

— Emy Hazo ynpaBnate Hexutsio. [Toatomy 6autenbHOCTh OyaeT ocnadieHa. A Mbl CMOXKEM
nonoOpaThCsl He3aMEUYEeHHBIMUA M HAHECEM y/lap C TOUM CTOPOHBI, C KOTOPOW OH He OyleT OXuaaTh
HartaacHus.

— Bc€ paBHO, — Anb(pen mokayas rojioBoi. — ITo YUCTON BOIBI Oe3ymue.

— Barie BeniuecTBo, goBepbTech MHE. S yBepeH, 3To cpabotaeT. B modoM cityyae, BBl HUYEro
He ToTepsieTe. ..

— Ms1 notepsiem TEBS! — He Bbinep:kaB, psaBkHy. jopa Ceqpuk, nogbexas K Jpuky. — Bare
BeJINUECTBO! — 00paTHiICs OH K KOpoJTio. — Pa3 yk ouH 13 MOMX NajiaInHOB COLIEN C yMa HaCTOJIBKO,
YTO TOTOB TOJIE3Th B MACTh K HEKPOMAHTY, TO 51, KaK IJlaBa OplieHa, 00s13aH OBITh PAJOM U IIPUCMOT-
pEeTh 32 HUM.

SpuK ¢ OaronapHOCTHIO B3MJISIHYJ HAa CTApOro Jpyra.

— Hy xoporiio, — koposis caaiicsi. — bepute cToibKo Jofiei, CKOJIbKO BaM HYKHO, Y OTIIPABJIsIN-
TECh.

3 Innen — Boruust Paspymenns. OjiHa 3 ceMi GOroB B ITaHTEOHe IMOpe/ieHa. BepxoBHOE GOKECTBO TEMHBIX /Tb(hOB.
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A. C. AHoxuH. «lVcropust HEKpOoMaHTa»

O6a nanasuHa CKJIOHWIN TOJIOBBI U, pa3BepHYB KOHEH, OTIPABUJIMCh BBIOMPATh BOMHOB IS
BBIIIOJIHEHU A ONACHOT'O 3aJAHUS.

— Ilyctp DiiHXa3aj XpaHUT Bac, ApPy3bs... — MPOLIENTA] KOPOJIb BIOTOHKY YIAJISIIOIIAMCS
PBILIAPSM U ClIeNIall PYKOW OXPaHSIOLIUIA KeCT.

&k

Ha nporsikennu Bcero myTH B jiarepb CeJpuK OTYassHHO OpaHUI Jpyra.
— Tol x0T MOHUMAEITIb, YTO TBOPHIIL?! Thi ke cam ckazan — 31o oguH u3 [loxuparenei dym.
Wnm Te1 BApYT 3aaenancs Ha JHAX ApxuMarom baiiiau, 4To penivi noTsaraTbesi ¢ YepHOKHUKHUKOM !

Jla 1 kak Thl coOpajicsi ero yours?!

— Ectb y MeHs onuH BapuaHT. Thl 1ake ¢ HUM 3HAaKOM, — DPUK 3acMesiyics U, XJIonHyB Cenpuka
10 T1JIeYy, MyCTWI KOHS B TaJIOIL.

— To ecTb Kak 3TO — 3HaKOM? — onemuy ToT. — Jla cToit Thi!

Horuas npyra, Ceqpyk MeJIeHHO MOCKaKal psiqoM ¢ HuM. Heckonbko MUHYT OH MOJTYa eXall
00K 0 OOK, HO BCKOpE He BbIICPKAJL.

— MoxerT, ckaellb, 4TO Thl UMeJI B BUAY ? — CIIPOCUJI OH, KOTJja 10 Jlarepsi OCTaJIoCh HECKOJIBKO
METPOB.

DpUK 3araJJOuHO YIbIOHYJICS.
— He 3nat0... [Iymaio, cTouT B35Th TAPOUKY JTyYHUKOB. 1 MOXeT OBITh OIHOTO Iaauaropa’.

— I'maguarops, — xmbikHYJT Cenpuk. — CaMble OTYasiHHbIE COPBUTOJIOBBI. ECiU MO3BOJMUIIID,
s1 OBl OcOBeTOBAJT TeOe BhIOpaTh [ledo.

— Tl ero xopomio 3Haenb?

— O, na! Medamu Takyio Kapycelb BepTUT. 3arisaeHbe! Y npu 3ToM He COBCeM YOKHYTHIH, Kak
OCTaJIbHBIE. BOT HACYET JTyYHMKOB HE NOACKAXKY. Thl yXK cam.

— Ectb y MeHs1 oiuH carutapuyc’ Ha puMeTe, — CHOBA PacIUIbLICS B yIbIOKe DpuK. — BepHee,
onua!

— Ioronu! — Cenpuk npuaepxan jomaab. — OnHa?
— Nmenno OJJHA, Moii cTapsiii Apyr. DTO KeHIIMHA !

— Paznepure meHst geMoHbl! — BOCKIMKHYT CelpuK.

6 rJIaIII/IaTOpLI — 0COOBIH KJIACC BOMHOB JIIO,IICKOﬁ pachbl. FJIaIII/IaTOpI:I Cpa)karoTCd IpU MOMOIIHU NapHbIX meueit. CUMTAIOTCS CAMBIMU
OTYaAHHBIMUA BOMHAMU B KOPOJIEBCTBE.

7 CamTapI/chm — BOMHBI-MacTepa 1o CTpeJ’Ibée U3 JIyKa. ITo MacCTEepCTBY YCTYNAIOT JIMIIb JIYYHUKaM SJ'ILQJOB.
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[Tpummnopus ckakyHa, OH JOTHaJI JpHKa.
— Tr1 0 Heope roBopuis? [Ipyrux 6ad-ydHuI] s He 3HAIO.

— NmenHo 0 Heil! — DpUK rPOMKO pacXOXOTaJICS U C XUTPbIM IPUILLYpPOM IIOCMOTPEI Ha cOpaT-
HUKa. — Wy Tl IpOTHUB €€ KaHIuAaTyphl?

Cenpuk BApYr 3amsijics, CJIOBHO IOHEI] Ha NIEPBOM CBUIAHUH.

— Hy... nyynuia-To oHa oTIM4Has. ..

— A ocTasbHOE MHE 3HaTb He3ayeM. DTO Ballli JIMYHBIE JIeJa, — DPUK 3BOHKO XJIOMHYJ TOBa-
PHIIIA IO CTAJIBHOM CIIMHE JocTexoB. — [loes:xaid, pa3pllliv B Jlarepe CBOETro INIauaTopa, a s 3aXBady
Heopy u Toro napas-ronua u3 Anesa.

— W Bce? Tol ke roBopu — aecaTok. Huvero He moHumaio. . .

— Boroch, faxke necsaTb BOMHOB MPUBJIEKYT BHUMAHUE YEPHOKHIKHUKA. [IoiaEM BsiTEpOM. . .
JloBepbcs MHe, IpyxkuLle. S 3Ha10, 4TO rOBOPIO.

— Hy, ecu 3Haems. .. — CepuK Mokavas roloBoi, HUYEro OOJIbIIe HE CKa3aB.
[Tpummnopus sonaab, OH NOCKAKal TyAa, I pacnoarajuch NajJaTKy MIaIuaTopoB.

&k

HomHa npakoHOB. HeckosIbKO 4acoB CIycCrs.

VKpbIBHIKCH 32 TpeOHEM BBICOKOTO OapxaHa, Ha MecKe JIeXKaJH MATh YeJIOBeK: /IBa Maja/inHa,
4epHOOOPO/IBI BOMH B BOPOHEHOH KMpAace U C 3aKPETIEHHBIMU Ha CITUHE KPECT-HAKPECT IBYMsI Mpsi-
MBIMU MeuYaMH, FOHell U3 AJZleHa U KOPOTKOBOJIOCas AEBYIIIKA B KPOBABO-KPACHBIX KOXKaHbIX JI0CIIe-

Xax € JIyKOM B pyKe.

Ilepen HUMU pacKMHy/Iach NecyaHasl JOJIMHA, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPYXKEHHAs TPA3HO-CEPBIMU
CTEHaMU CKaJl M YEPHBIN 3€B OTPOMHOIO TYHHEINS B TOpeE.

— Heopa, Tel BUMIIIb OTCIO/Ia HEKPOMaHTa? — MIEMOTOM CIPOCUIT DPHUK.

— Ecnu 6b1 51 em€ 3Hama, Kak OHU BBIIJISIIAT, — JIYYHHUIIA TIPUTIOHSLIA TOJIOBY, M3y4dasl pacro-
JIOKMBIIIEECs BIIEPEAN BOMCKO HEXUTU. — [1oKa TonbKo ckesneTsl u Panubaru. Jlionei He BUKY.

— Hagerock, 4To CKOpO OH NOSIBUTCS, — poBOpYasl Heroaalneéky Cenpuk.

[NepeBepHyBIIHCh HA CIIMHY, OH MOIJIsA/IEN Ha 6e3001auHoe cuHee HeOo M OecrolaJHoe CBe-
TWJIO, 3aBHCIIIEE B 3CHUTE.

— He xotenoch Obl skapuUThCs B JOCTIEXaX HAa TAKOM COJIHLIETIEKE.
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— BeyHo kaityercs, — ycMEXHYJIach JIEBYIIKA U IEMOHCTPATUBHO OTIION3J1A MOJAJIbIIE OT MaJla-
JINHA.

— Tuxo BbI! — DpUKY COBEPIIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI €r0 APYT U JIyYHHUIIA HAYITU TIepeTialiKy.
«Ceituac Obl aTaKOBaTh», — OLYMAaJI OH, BIJISIIBIBASICh B IIUPOKHIA TIPOXO MEX/IY ABYMSI CKaJaMH.

Dt0 ObLT €MUHCTBEHHBIN ITyTh, BeAyinui B [lonuny [IpakoHoB. O4eHb yIlaquHOe MECTO: eCTh IJie
pa3orHaThCs TSKEION KOHHUIIE.

DpUK 3HaJ, 4TO CIEpXkaThb HATUCK 3aKOBAHHOW B KEJIE30 KaBaJIEpUM IMPAKTUYECKH HEBO3-
MO’HO. JIMIIb XMpBl THOMOB MOIJIA IPOTUBOCTOATH UMIIEPCKOW KoHHMIIe. Ho BpemeHa, korna rnoj-
TOPHBII HAPOJ YUYACTBOBAJ B CPaKEHUSX, yxke 3a0bIThl. Ml THOMUI XU YIIOMUHAJICS TEeNepb JIUIIb
B CTapBIX CKA3Kax M JIETEHAX.

Uepes HECKOBKO MTHOBEHUI, CIIOBHO MBICIA DpUKa ObLIIM YCIBIIIAHBI, B BO3AyXe MPO3BYYa
yTpOOHBIi pEB TpyO. OLIETHHUBINKMCH AJTMHHBIMU KOTIBSIMH, B IIPOXOJIE MOSIBUJIACH TTEPBast LIETb BCaI-
HUKOB. BpICTpOMBIINCH CTPOMHBIMY psiJaMU, OHU 3aMEpJIU, OXKUast pUKasa.

— A BOT 1 HekpoMaHT ouHysIcsa! Cmotpu! — Dpuk TonkHyn B 6ok CeaprKa, OTBICYEHHOTO
3(ppeKTHHIM NOSIBJIEHUEM BOWCKA.

Bozne MOOHOXbA TOpP, Y MPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOIO KOHIA ,HO_HI/IHLI, TOJIIIA HEXKUTHU U JEMOHOB
MIpUIILIa B IBUKEHUE, BHICTPAMBAsICh B HEKOE Mogo01e OOeBOro MopsiaKa.

CkenieTsl TpyHIypoBaICh B HEPOBHBIE IIIEPEHTH, 32 KOTOPHIMU CTONITIIIUCH B Kyuy Panmdar.
I'poMKO 1IMMSA M TUIIOSCH SOBUTOM CIIOHOM, MEcYaHble AEMOHBI PBAJIMCh BIEPEN, HO HEBUAMMBIN
YEPHOKHMKHUK TIOKA CACPKUBAJ UX.

BHoBB IMpOPEBCIIN pr6bl, W JITaBUHA 3aKOBAHHLIX B CTAJIb BCAJTHUKOB ITOTCKJIa BHU3 10 ITPOXOAY.

3aBOPOKEHHBII DPUK CMOTPEII, KaK TSKENasi KOHHUIIA IPOCKOYMIIA JOJIUHY U JKeJIE3HBIM KyJla-
KOM OOpYIIMJIach Ha BOMCKO HEKPOMAHTA.

OrpoMHbIe, 3aKOBaHHbIE B OPOHIO, CKaKyHbl B MTHOBEHHE OKa pa3MeTalTi psibl HexXuTh. Bos-
JyX HATOJHUJICS 3BOHOM OPYXHS M CYXHM TPECKOM Pa3JIeTAONMXCS KOcTel. [Tauiiel 1 Meur Bou-
HOB JOOMBAJIM TeX, KTO OCTAJICS 1IeJI MOC/Ie HACKOKA KOHHMITBI.

— ITo6ena! — Cenpuk BCKOUMIT HA HOTH.

['poMKO X0X04a, OH BCKMHYJI KyJIaKU B HE0O.

— Mubi oGenum!

U B 3TOT MHUT cUTYaIMs Ha TIOJIe O0s1 KapAMHATIBHO U3MeHuIach. Haji BOCkOM B BO3/IyXe MOsIBU-
JIOCh OrPOMHOE KpacHoe obnako. [IpoBuceB Haj roioBaMy BOMHOB HECKOJIBKO YAApOB CEepAiia, OHO

OOpYILIHIIOCH BHU3.

KpoBaBo-kpacHblii TyMaH, BrpbI3asich B TeJia, MEIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO MOKUPAJT )KUBYIO IJI0Th. Hu
OJIeK/1a, HU JIOCNIEXU HE CTAJIU MPEMATCTBUEM [IJI51 HETO.
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B onHouacke Haz [lonnHONM pasHECCS QUKW KPUK YMUPAIOIIKMX JIIOJEeN U KUBOTHBIX. Jlomany,
00e3yMeB OT 00JIH, COPACHIBAIU CO CITMH BCAJTHUKOB, U, TIPOH3UTEIILHO KPUYa, METAJIUCH 110 IOJIMHE,
TOIMYa BbDKUBIIMX. JIioau pa3aupainu cedbe B KPOBb JIMIIA, CJIOBHO TIHITASICh COIPATh TOPAITYIO KOKY.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHHIA, Ha 3Ty, OXBaUE€HHYIO arOHUeH TOJITy, HeKorIa ObIBIIEH UT-
HOU KOpOJIEBCKOUM KOHHUIIEH, puHyarch Panndatu. JIerko ckob3s Mo MecKy Ha TOJICTHIX 3MEUHBIX
XBOCTax, JIEMOHbI OPOCHUJIMCh Ha JIIOZIEH, pa3pbiBasi MX JlallaMy Ha KYCKH U MOXHUpast eleé Topsayo
IUIOTb.

[NobGena, kazaBImascs cTojb OJM3KOM, Tereph CTala HeJOCTHKMMOM. Best komanna Dpuka, ory-
CTHB OT OecCUJIbsl PyKH, CTOsIJIa Ha OapXxaHe U B y’Kace CMOTpeJia Ha 3TO MOOOUIIIE.

BHesanHO B BO3yXe XpHUIUIO IPOpEBes por, coOMpast BOKPYr ceOsl YIEJeBIIyl0 YacTb KOH-
HUIIBL B 1ieHTpe o0e3ymeBInel KyuH JTo[ei U SKUBOTHBIX B3BUJICS B BO3/LyX KOPOJIEBCKUM HITAaHIAPT

DMopa — 30/10Tasi KOPOHA HaJl YEPHOU CKaJION.

— Koponb xuB! — oOpagoBanHo 3akpudan Ceapuk, cXBaTuB JpHKa 3a Tuiedo. — Eme He Bcé
MoTepsiHO !

Bynro nonreepxaas cioBa Ceprika, HaJl JOJTUHOM MPO3BYYa JISACHSIIUHN AyITy O0€BOU K4
rnaauatopoB: «Ky-y-yHrap!»

s mpoxoaa MeXy CKajlaMH, OTKy[a aTaKOBaJla KOHHHMIIA, Ha ITOMOIIb KOPOJIIO PUHYJIUCH IBE
COTHH OTYasIHHLIX BOMHOB. C:kMas B Ka)K)lOI;'I PYKE 110 M€Yy, OHH CJIOBHO Ha KPbUIbAX HECIIMCb BHU3.

— Ky-y-yHrap! — Xpuruio npopesesn psiioM BOMH B BOPOHEHOM KHpace.
BbixBaTHB M3-32 CIMHBI KJIMHKHU, OH C IMKUMHU [JIa3aMU TTOBEPHYJICSA K DPUKY U OCTAJIbHBIM.

— CMoTpuUTE ¥ 3alIOMHHATe! — OH yKa3aJl MeuyoM Ha OeryIux K ITaHJapTy BOUHOB. — Takoro
BBl €ILIE HE BUjienu!

«Ky-y-yHrap!» — BHOBb mporpemMesio B J0JIMHE, U OTPSAbI I1aJMaTOPOB BPYOWIUCH B TOJIIIHI
danmodaru.

Boopyx€HHble [BYMSI MeUuaMH BOHHBI, CJIOBHO SIPOCTHBIE OepcepKepbl, HAKUHYJIMCh Ha 1eMO-
HOB, OTTECHSIS1 UX OT KOPOJIEBCKOI'O IITaH/AapTa.

I'manuartopsl Kpyxuiuchk B Tonme Panubdaty B ObICTPOM CMEpTeIbHOM TaHIle. Meun rmopxasiu
B BO3/IyX€e, OTCeKasl KOITUCTHIE JIallbl U BCHAPbIBAs )KUBOTHI JIEMOHOB.

Ilocrenenno MEPEBEC CHUJT CTAJI CKIIOHATLCA B IOJIB3Y JIIONIEH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT y NMOJHOXbsS CKaJlbl LIEBEJbHY/IACh 3aKyTaHHas B cepoe purypa. CKpblBaB-
IIIAIACS 10 Ce¥ MOPBl HEKPOMAHT, HAKOHEII-TO, TIOKa3as ceOsl.

— Heopa, Tam! — KpukHYs1 DpHK, yKa3blBasi HAa YEJIOBEKa Y MIOIHOXKbsI CKaJIbl, HO JIyUHHIIA yKe
TSAHYJIACh PYKOM K KOJTYaHy.
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JleByIIka MpuIypuiiach, BCKUAbIBas JyK. KOpOTKO TpeHbKHY/a TeTHBa, M OeroornepeéHHast
cTpesna noJsieresa K TAMHCTBEHHOMY Mary, IbITaBIIEMYCSl UCIIPABUTh CUTYALIMIO, B KOTOPYIO ITOMNAJIO
€ro BOYCKO I10CJIE aTAKU IJIaIMaTOPOB.

Crpena ¢ cujIoii yaapuia YepHOKHMKHHKA B I1JIEU0 U, Pa3BEPHYB, OTOPOCHIIA HA CKAJTy.

[TpomuneB kakoe-To MPOKJIATAE, HEKPOMAHT TMOAHSUICS Ha HOTH. BbIIEpHYB 310pOBOW PYKOI
CTpeJly, OH CTajl O3UPaTbCs B MOUCKAX TEX JEP3KUX, KTO OCMEJIJICS MTOJHATh HAa HETO PYKY.

CHOBa TpeHbKHYJIa TETHBA, HO Mar yke ObUT HaueKy. B3MaxHyB KOPOTKHM IOCOXOM, OH UYTO-
TO TOPTAaHHO BBIKPUKHYII, ¥ CTPEJa, BbICEKAsI UCKPbI, CO 3BOHOM YJapuiia Mo CKae.

3710palHO  YXMBUIbHYBILIKCh, HEKPOMAHT IIPOM3HEC €IIE OIHO 3aK/JMHaHue. B ToT ke mur
BOKpyr Heopbl B3BUJICS YEPHBIA BUXpb. Pazaasncs mpoH3UTENIbHBIN KPUK OOJH, U Yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE
OT Xpabpoil JeBYIIKHM OCTaIaCh JMIIb Ky4yKa TEMHOTO Teria.

— boru... Her! — muiio Ceapuka uckaswmia rpumaca 6omu. — Heopa! Heopa! — BeIxBaTuB MeY,
00e3yMeBIINI OT ropsi phIlIapb OPOCHJICS Ha KOJ/IyHA.

— Kyna? Croii! — nonsiTajcs OCTaHOBUTH APYyra DpHK, HO ONo34aJl.
Y.

Mar BBIKPHKHYJI €Il€¢ OfHO 3aKJIMHaHWe. M3 BeplMHBI MMOocoXa BbUieTeNa OarpoBo-u€pHast
3Be3/a U yaapuia B Oeryiiero nanaavuHa. Hemerno B3maxnyB pykamu, Ceqpuk 0e3:KM3HEHHO PyXHYJT
JIMLIOM B IIECOK.

— Hy 4ro %k... Tenepb Mo#i uepén, — npoutenTai JpUK, MOJHUMAS LIUT.

W3 nokosieHus B IOKOJICHHE B €TI0 CEMbE IIEPEABAIOCh OHO OUY€Hb cTapoe 3HaHue. [lanaauHsl
APEBHOCTH UCTIONB30BAJH €TI0 JIMIIb B OCOOBIX CITydasiX, KOTIa UM IMPOTUBOCTOSUT Bpar, BII/ICIONIUI
Marueil. «Marmueckoe 3epKasio» — Tak Ha3bIBaJM OHU STOT BPEMEHHBIN Aap OOruHu DiHXazal.

Hcrnonb30BaBImil 3T0 3aKIMHAHUE TATAAWH MOT OTPA3UTh IIUTOM JIIOOYI0 Maruio, 00opaunBast
e€ MPOTHUB Harna/iaBiero. BowH MpUHOCKIT YacThb JKM3HU B KEPTBY DiHXa3aj1, Mojydast B3aMeH adbco-
JIOTHYIO 3aIIMTy OT Maruu. Ho nopoii riata 3a 3Ty BO3MOXXHOCTb OKa3bIBaJIaCh CIIMIIIKOM BBICOKA.

DpUK J0rafblBajcs, YTO PaHO WM MO3IHO STOT MOMEHT HACTAHET, a TaM, B LIaTpe, KOrga OH
TMOHSLJT, YTO UM MPOTUBOCTOUT OAUH U3 [loxupareneit [y, OH cTasl 3T0 3HaTh HaBEpPHSIKA.

Her, on He Oostiicss BO3MOKHOM cMepTH. Ero myrano numis ogHo... OH IpycTHO Y/bIOHYIICSH,
BCIIOMHUB O MaJICHBKOM CBIHE, KOTOPOTO, BO3MOXXHO, OOJbIIIe HE YBUAWT, W TPOIIEHTAT TaiHbIe

CJIOBA.

B rpyau uTo-TO KOJNBHYIO, OYATO HEeBUAMMAsS pyKa Ckaya Tpernemtymiee cepaie. U cpasy ke
ero LIUT 3aMepIa TYCKJIBIM CBETOM.

— CroiiTe 311ech! — npuka3zan DpUK ABYM OCTABIIUMCS BOMHAM M, OOHAKUB MeU, MSATKUM IIIaroM
JBUHYJICA K HEKPOMAaHTY.
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Tort uro-TO CKa3an H, TPOMKO 3aCMEABIIMCH, IIBBIPHYJI B HACTYIAIOIIETO phIapsA TO KE 3aKJIN-
HaHue, 4to cpasuio Cenprka. Ho Dpuk MaxHya mUTOM, U OarpoBO-4€pHasi 3Be3/a, OTpakEHHAs
«MarfyeckiM 3epKajioM», YCTPEMHUJIACh OOPAaTHO K HEKPOMAHTY.

[NanaguHz ycries 3aMeTUTh YIUBJIEHHBIE [71a3a Mara, Iepes TeM Kak 3aKJIMHAHUE yAapuiIo yep-
HOKHM’KHMKA B TO IUIEYO, KyJa yroauia crpena Heopsl. ['poMKO BCKPUKHYB, TOT yIial Ha KOJIEHHU.

VBuzeB 310, DPHK CO BCeX HOT Opocuics Briepén. Eni€ ¢ geTcTBa oTell ero yumi — B HACTOSIIEM
6010 HeT MecTa OnaropopHocTH. Ecii Bpar mposiBIII c/1ad0CTh — BOCHIONB3YHCS STUM.

Korma mar, ckpexeria 3y0amMu oT 00JH, TIOTHSJICS HA HOTH, OH YBUJIEN MIPSIMO Tepe] coOou
CHHHUE TJIa3a NaJla/InHa, KOTOPBIH I0JKeH ObLT yMepeTh oT «I1Iuma Cmeptu»?, a emge yepe3 MrHoBeHMe

MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OCTPOEC JIE3BHUE M€Ua, pa3pe3as MBIIILBI, ITPOH3MUJIO €0 HACKBO3b.

Poliaph MesieHHO BBITAllII MeY U3 Tejla HEKPOMaHTa U TOJKHYJ ero muToM. CpakeéHHbIN
YEPHOKHWKHUK PYXHYJI Ha TIECOK.

«Hy BOT ¥ BCE...» — MPOMEJIbKHYJIA MBICIIb, KOT/Ia DPUK MIOCMOTPEJ Ha TIOBEPKEHHOTO Bpara.
3araJjJouHOMy HEKPOMAaHTY MOKHO ObUIO JIaTh Ha BHJ JIET COPOK: JIBICHIA Yepem, OCTpbie
CKYJIbI, TYCThle OPOBH, CPOCIIMECS Ha/l IEPEHOCUIIEH, U TPAKTHUECKH MOJTHOE OTCYTCTBUE MOPIIUH.
Ho rnaza... I'nybokue, u€pHsie... OHu roopriin 06 odparHoM. VX oOnamarens nepexu He OauH

JECATOK, €CJIN HE COTEH JICT.

Cpax€HHBII Mar Jiexkasl Ha MsTHEe KPacHOTO OT KPOBH IECKa U C JOBOJILHOM YJIBIOKOM CMOTpE
Ha NaJIaJIuHa.

— Panyenibcst Tomy, 4TO CKOpPO CIOXHEIIb? — DPUK CILTIOHYJ HA MECOK.

Ho HCKPOMAHT JIMIIb PACCMEAJICA B OTBET. C TPYyAOM NPUITIOAHABIIMCH Ha JIOKTE, OH ITIOCMOTPET
Ha najaaurHa.

—I"Xy3n ya... Aa'daoyp...
— 41 He MoHMMaI0 TBOE UEPHOE HApEeUbe, — OTBETUIT DPUK.

— JKankue JIOAMINKY. .. — Mar 3aKanuisicsl, OTXapKUBask TEMHbIE CTYCTKHM KPOBU. — Bbl 0Ope-
YEHHI. . .

— Tol yrpoxaenib? — DpHUK yIUBUICS HEOXKUITAHHOMY TOBEICHHUIO YEPHOKHIKHUKA, HAXOMs-
IIErocsi OMHOM HOTOH 3a rpaHbio ObITHSA. — Thl MO0 cMe, MO0 Y. .. — NaNaJAuH KOCHYJICS KOH-
YUKOM Me4Ya ropjia HeKpomaHta. — 3auem Tede 3107 — OH MoKa3aja pyKod Ha CTHUXAIOIIYIO BIajeke
outBy. — 3AUEM. .. TEBE... BCE... 3TO! — cpsiBas rojoc, Kpuyaa dpyK Ha yMUPAIOLIErO Mara.

HexkpomaHT CKpUBHIICS OT OOJH, HO 3aTEM pacCMesiyICS M BHE3AITHO IPOMKO BBIKPUKHYJT:

— I'ax x'ytym, Arrapac! Qym 1'abar!

8 [urn CMEPTU — OAHO U3 0OEBbIX 3aKJIMHAHUI HEKPOMAHTOB.
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— Bynp THI IPOKJIAT, — MPOIIENTaT DPUK M KOPOTKUM JIBH)KEHUEM IPOH3UII cepaiie KOIIyHa.

Mar 3akanuisuicsi, ¥ U3 ero pra IMOoTOKOM XJIbIHYJa KpOBb. PyXHYB Ha MecOK, OH CHJIMJICS
TIOJIHATHCS, HO KU3Hb yKe MoKuaana ero. C TpylaoM MPHUITOAHS T'OJIOBY, HEKPOMAHT HACMEIIUINBO
IOCMOTPEJ B I71a3a PhILIApIO.

— TBoii CBIH. .. Hall, — IMMpOMICTITa]I OH U3 MOCICAHUX CUJT U 3aTUX.

Ho Dpuk He oOpaTui BHUMaHUs Ha TOT MPEACMEPTHBIN Openl. BriiepHyB Meu 3 Oe3:Ku3HeH-
HOTO TeJla KOJIJyHa, OH OIJISIAEINICS BOKPYT.

Co cmeprtbio [oxupatens Jdymn norepsiia CUTy ¥ €0 Marusi: CKeJIETbl PACCHIaINCh TPyAaMU
KOCTEH, OcTaBIIvecs B )KUBBIX PamnbdaT OpOCUIIMCh HAYTEK, CIlacasiCh OT OCTPBIX Mevel IJIauaTo-
POB.

Dto Obuta odena! Ho kako 1ieHoi oHa 1aiack. ..

DPUK TOMBITAICS C/IeaTh HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, HO BHE3AIHO HABAIMBILASCS YCTAJIOCTh MOJKO-
CHUJIa HOTY, Y MaJIaJUH PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO.

OH nexaJt, MpUKaBIIICh EKOH K ropssueMy TMecKy, U 0e33ByYHO IJ1aKajl, BCIIOMUHAS BEYHOE
BopyaHue Cepurka, KOJKUE IIYTKU ¥ 3BOHKUII cMex Heopel. ..

— W nonro e cobpaicst BalIAThCsA? — MPO3ByYasl HEMOAAIEKY 3HAKOMBIN X PUTLIBIH TOJIOC.

He Beps ymam, Dpuk noBepHya ronoBy u yeuaen Cenpuka. Ero apyr crosii, onupasich
Ha TUIeYM IIaguaTopa U ToHIa u3 AJieHa, u yabioascs.

— XKuBoii... — nomareiBasich, pUK MOAHSIICA Ha HOTU. — JKuBO# !

— Iowiném, — edo nogomen k puky. — OcraBb Mara nagaisinukam. Hac k€t koposs.

Ho TOT BCE cMOTpen Ha BOCCTaBIIETO U3 MEPTBBIX JIpYyra.

— Kak 1h1?..

— IloBesno, uro ycnen BbICTaBUTH Brepén UT. OH U NMPUHSI OCHOBHOW ynap. MeHs suiib
Mapajii30Bajio Ha BpeMsi, HO ceivac 51 oYty B HopMme, — Ceqpuk ocBOOOAMIICS OT PyK TOBapHINEH
Y TIOJIOIIEN K TeJly HEKPOMAHTA.

OrnszieB MEPTBOIO YEPHOKHMKHUKA, OH CIUIIOHYJT Ha MECOK.

— INonum orciona. MHe ceituac He MoMenIaeT XOpOoUIMi INIOTOK KpacHoro OpeHckoro. Y Hy:kHO
pacckasats... mpo Heopy...

DpuUK NMOCMOTpEJ Ha MOBJIAaKHEBIINE U1a3a Apyra. OH 3HaJI, YTO MEXAy HUM U JIyYHHULIEH 4TO-
To ObuT0. HO nmaske He poragpiBasics, uto Cenpuk A0 CUX MOp JIIOOUI Ty JKEHIIUHY.
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— Koneuno... Tsl paB, — OH IIar"yJ1 K Jpyry 1 IOJIOXWJ eMy PyKy Ha ruiedo. — Mném, pac-
CKa’keM KOpOJIIO O TPOU3OIIE/IIeM, a TIOC/e MPOMYCTUM MO KyBUIMHYMKY BUHA. A 3TOTO... — DPUK
MOCMOTpeJT Ha HEKPOMaHTa. — ITOro OCTaBMM 371eCh, Kak ckasan Jledo. [Tyckait kopMuT coOoi crep-
BATHHUKOB, €CJTH OHU 371€Ch €CTb.

‘Iepe3 HEKOTOPOEC BpEMA YETBEPO BOMHOB ITOAOHIIN K KOPOJIEBCKOMY IITAHAAPTY.

Anbdpen ¢ nepeBs3aHHON PyKOi, CHJE Ha 3a0pbI3raHHOM KPOBBIO O€JI0M KOHE M YTO-TO BTOJI-
KOBBIBAJI IBYM IOTPENAHHBIM CXBATKOW PhILIAPSIM.

— Bame BenmuectBo! — oOpatuiics K Koponmo Dpuk. — HekpomaHT MEPTB.

— Vixe Buxy! — Anbdpen yiapiOHyscs. — Xpadperisl! 1o ObLIO OMACHBIM U TPYAHBIM MTPEATpHU-
SITWEM, HO BBI CIIPaBWIINCH! Pacckakute MHe 00 3ToM HeKpoMaHTe? § Xxouy 3HaTh BCE IO MeJlbyaii-
IIUX TOIPOOHOCTEH.

— Cup! — ronen AfieHa 1arnyJ1 u3-3a CIUHbI DPpUKa U OMYCTUJICS Ha KojieHo. — [IpocTute MeHst
3a Iep30CTh. S oIy Bac BBIICIUTD HECKOJIBKO YeNIOBEK s rorcka Kopodist Kagmyca. OH ¢ He60I1b-

10/ YaCThl0 BOMHOB YKPBLUICS B IEIIEPaXx.

—Kaamyc B 3TuX nemiepax ? — Anbgpe mokasan pyKoi Ha O'pOMHBIN TTPOXO]T, BETYIIHIA BITYyOb
TOPBI.

— [la, Barie BeIM4eCcTBO.

— Jla Oymer Tak, — BJapIKa DIMopa Orjisies] BbIKUBIINX BOMHOB — U3 JIByX THICSY OCTAJIOCh
JIMIIb BOCEMb-JIEBATh COTEH.

Anbdpen npuBcTal Ha CTPEMEHaXx.

— Bounsl! K10 13 Bac rotoB oTrnpaBuThCs Ha oucku koposst Kaamyca? Bel Beiaepkanu Tsxke-
JIBIA OO¥, TO3TOMY sI He Oy/ly HUKOMY MPHKa3biBaTh. [IOMIyT Wb JOOPOBOJIBIIb!

— 41 roTOB NOMOUB B MOUCKAX KOPOJIsi AJleHa! — DPUK OIyCTHIICS Ha KOJIEHO.

— W sa! — npucoeaunuics k apyry jgopn Ceapuk.

— Mowu meun k BaiuM ycinyram! — Jlecho mocMoTpet Ha ABYX MajIaJuHOB U €JIe 3aMETHO KUBHYJL.

— K10 emé? — BoikpukHya Anbgpe.

— YerBephix Oymer nocraTodHo, Bare BemudecTBo, — roHen w3 AJeHa MOAHSUICA C KOJIEH
1 ¢ OJIarolapHOCTBI0 CMOTPEJT Ha BJIAJIBIKY DIMopa. — S XopoIlo 3Hao 3TU Temepsl. B GosbieM

KOJIMYECTBE BOMHOB HET HYK/IbI.

— Hy 40 e, — Koposb MOCMOTpEIT B I71a3a KaXI0MY U3 YeTBEPKU BOMHOB. — MBI OyaeM KJ1aTh
Bac. Yauu!

[NokOHMBIINCH, DPUK C BHIOPAHHBIMU BOMHAMM HAITPABUJICS K TOpE.

20



A. C. AHoxuH. «HcTopusi HEKpOMaHTa»

INomoiiast K OrpOMHOMY BXOZy B IELIEPbl, OHM OCMOTPEJIUCE.
Kpyribie cBozb yBeIMBaIO MHOKECTBO CTAIAKTUTOB, OTUETO TYHHEJIb Ka3aJICs [IaCThIO TUTAHT-
CKOTO UyJIOBHINA, YCESSHHON OCTPBIMHU, KaK WIJIbl, 3y0amu. 7KyTKoe BrieuatTieHue eme Oobie yCu-

JIMBaJI 3JI0BOHHBIN TEIUIBII BO31YX, UIYLIUIA U3 HEZIP FOPBI.

— He monymaiite, 910 MHE CTpAIIIHO, HO. .. JPOXb Kakasg-To mpooupaet, — Ceapuk nepencpHy
JIe4yamMu, Korja 3alié rnoj KaMeHHbIN CBO/I.

— A no-moemy, kpacuso! — [ledo, 3aapaB rojoBy, IPUHSICA U3ydaTb CBUCAIOIIME C MOTOJIKA
KaMEHHBIE COCYJIbKH.

— JlagHO, XBATHUT JIDOOBATHCS. 3aXOAUM ! — CKOMaH/I0BaJl DPHK, UbE HETTIACHOE JIACPCTBO MPH-
3HAJM Bce, BKmodass Ceapuka, ¥ OTPs/I 3alIET BHYTPb TOPHI.

[TocTreneHHO COTHEUHBIN CBET yracaj 3a CIUHOM.

— Croiite, — cKazaj rotel u3 AjeHa, BHITACKMBas U3-3a Iosica OrHUBO. — JlaJbiie Oe3 cBeTa
HE TPOUTH.

OpnyH 32 ApYrUM BOMHBI 32KIVIM (paKesibl U BCKOPe MPOJOIKUIIM MYyTh.

Boxkpyr crosiia 3BeHsI1as TUIIMHA, HAapyIlIaeMasi JIMIIb 3ByKamMu 1aros. Bee 1y, Hanpsik€HHO
BIUISIABIBASICH B TEMHOTY, HEBOJIBHO OKUJIasi CAMOTO XYJIIETO.

Uepe3 Kakoe-TO BpeMsi TyHHENb MOMIEN IMOfA YKJIOH. M Bckope HEeOOJbIIONW OTpPs BbIIET
B OTPOMHBII NO/I3EMHBIN 3aJ1.

— Huuero ce6e! — BoipBastoch y Ceiprka, KoOra oH OLIEHUIT pa3Mepbl T'poTa: Melepa o BhIcoTe
MOTIJIa COMIEPHUYATD C JII0OBIM 37JaHMeM B ropofax. — He XoTes Obl s1 BCTPETUTBCS ¢ MECTHBIMH OOU-
TaTeJsAMH.

— JlereHpl IIacAT, — 3arOBOPKJI BOMH U3 AzieHa. — UTo B ITyOMHE 3/IEITHUX TOP PACIIOaraeTcst
JIOTOBO AHTapaca — OJHOTO U3 mecTy ApakoHoB O6orunu [unen. Ho, — ynbIOHysCS OH, YBUIEB, KakK
NEePEKOCHIIOCH JIAIIO IJIaBbl OpJEHA NAJIAJUHOB, — 9TO JIUIIb cTapas JiereHaa. OXOTHUKY 3a APEBHUMU
COKPOBHUILAMHU OOJIA3MJIM 3TH MEHIepsl BAOJb U MONEpEK. 3/1eCh HUKOTO HeT, KPOME CTail IEMOHOB.

— JlemoHOB? — TiepeOu1 ero DpukK. — S1 Ha/IeI0Ch MBI eIlEé HeCKOPO Ha HUX HATKHEMCs?

— Boo011e-To, yxe TOMKHBI ObUTH. .. — pACTEPSHHO OTBETUJI TOHell. — XOTs... Ham ke myurre.
Moxet, oxpaHa KOpoJIsl pa3orHaja ux, KOrja BOILJIA CIoja.

006011151 GOMBITYIO KYy4y KaMHEl, HarpoOMOXIEHHBIX MTOCEperHE TIOI3eMHOTO 3aJ1a, OTPsi]] YBU-
JieJ1, 4TO Ienepa 3aKaHuYnBaeTCs JByMs BXOAAaMU B Ipyrue TyYHHEN.

— U kypa tenepb? — nouyecan 3arbliiok Ceapuk.

— Xoporuii Bonpoc.
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O6a npoxona ObLTM TaKKMX Pa3MepoOB, YTO MO HUM JIETKO MOTJIM MIPOEXaTh JIBE-TPH MOBO3KH,
3arnpsiKEHHBIE TAPOH JIOLTAJEH.

Hwuuero B utore He npuaymaB, Ipuk 0ObSIBUI pellieHHeE.

— HyxwHo pazpemutbes. Tot u [ledo noiinére HaneBo, a s ... Kcraru, kak 1eds 30ByT? — 00pa-
TUJICSL OH K TOHIYy U3 AZIeHA.

— PoGepr.

— 51 u PobGept noiiném Hampago.

Pa3I[6JII/IBHH/ICb, BOUHBI pa301IIUCH IO IBYM TYHHEJIAM U ITPOOJOJIKUIIA TTOUCKH.

Wns Benen 3a PobeproM, DpuK CKOIB3WI B3MISIIOM 110 YEPHBIM CTEHAM.

— Yto0 31€Ch MPOU30IIIO? — OH ¢ U3YMJICHUEM pacCMaTPUBAJI CTPaHHbIE HATUTBIBHL — Eciin Obl
sl He 3HAJI, YTO TO KaMeHb. .. — MaJIa{uH MMOAHSIT HaJl TOJIOBOM (pakes U KOCHYJICS PyKOH OnecTsei
IJ14/IKOM MOBEPXHOCTU. — MOXXKHO TIOIyMaTh — 3TO PACIUIaBJIeHHOE U 3aCThIBIIEE CTEKJIO. .. [Tpokis-

The! — DPUK BBIpyrajcs, 000 YTO-TO CIIOTKHYBIIKCh.

BarisiHyB non HOrH, OH YBUZAEN TITyOOKYI0 O0pO3ly B KAMEHHOM MOy KOPUAOpPa, CIOBHO MPO-
[aparaHHyI0 TMTaHTCKUM KOT'TEM.

— AkkyparHeit! — ynpioHyscst Pooept. — CTapuky pacckasblBalOT CKa3KM 00 YKACHOM 3eMJIs-
HOM JIpaKOHe, OOUTAIOIIEM B He/ipax rophl. 1 TOBOpHUII 00 3TOM HeAaBHO.

— Beriomawi, — DpuK yCKOpWII HIar v AorHaji BomHa u3 AjieHa. — OJIMH U3 MIECTU JIPAaKOHOB
[Iunen. Msl He 3a0mymuMcst 30ech? — CIPOCHIT OH TOCIIE Yaca XoAbObl B TEMHOTE.

— INoka mopora UAET NPSMO. .. — MOCEIOBaT TAKOHUYHBIN OTBET.
Cyzs 1o HeJIOBOJILHOMY TOHY, BOMH M3 AJleHa ObUT SIBHO HE HACTPOEH Ha JIyIIeBHbIE Oece/Ibl.
Ero MoXHO MOHATH: KOPOJb, KOTOPOTO OH JOJIKEH OOeperarb, CKpbUICS; apMHUsi €r0 KOpOJIeBCTBA

pa30uTa; a cam OH, CJIOBHO MPHU3PaK, OPOJUT MO TMIAHTCKOMY TIOA3EMHOMY JTAOUPUHTY.

— Toxe BepHO... — DpUK Bcerjga yBakasl jKeJJaHUs APYTuX JIoAed U He CTaJl HaBS3bIBAThCS
C pa3roBOpPaMH.

IMocre emE oqHOrO Yaca OECIIONHBIX OMYKIaHWIA, IBa BOMHA BHIIIUIA U3 OYePETHOTO TYHHEJ IS
B OOIIMPHYIO TIeTepy, ropasio 0ojee KPyImHYO 10 CPAaBHEHUIO C TEMH, UYTO OHH yXKe TIPOIILIH.

IToToNOK yIIEN BBBICH, PACTBOPHUBIIKCH B TEMHOTE, CTEHbI PACIION3/IMCh, a BO3/IYX CTall CIIé
OoJiee 3I0BOHHBIM, YeM TTPexK]Ie.

— CrpanHo... — PoGepT ocTaHOBWIICS, MBITASACh Pa3IsSAETh XOTh UYTO-TO B OKPYKAIOLIEM MX
Mpake.
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— YT0-TO HE TaKk? — CrIpOCHI1 DPUK, BCTPEBOKEHHBI TOHOM HaIlapHUKA.
— He 3Hato... Tl 3aMeTWJ1, YTO MBI HUKOTO HE BCTPETHJIU 1O MyTH?
— W 4t0? — nanaguH norepsuics B Iorajikax. — 1o 1mioxo?

— B atux nemepax Bcerga OpU10 MHOTO IEMOHOB. VI ManieHbKUX, ¥ OONbIMX, — PoOepT nprcen
Ha KOPTOUKU U JOTPOHYJICSI PYKOH JIO XOJIOAHOTO KAMEHHOTO 1Moj1a. — A B 3TOT pas...

— Yro B 3TOT paz? — DpUK HAXMYPUJICA U OOHAKII Me.

Omynienvie opykus B pyKe Bcerja ycrnokansao ero. Ho ceituac TpeBora JIMIIb yCUIUIIACh.

— B a70T pas He 3Ha10, — PoOepT nopHsIICA Ha HOTY U 3aAyMYMBO ITOKaJaJl roloBoi. — Takoe
OLIYIIIEHHUE, YTO UX. .. COYTHY/IU. KTO-TO HACTOJIBKO CTPAILIHBIM, UTO JasKe CaMble CUJIbHBIE U KPYITHbIE
JIEMOHBI OesKaJii OTCIofa B yKace.

CnoBHO noATBEpAJas €ro CJIOBa, Mo Melepe MPOHECCA TPOMKUM 3BYK, CJIOBHO PAJOM CHYJIH

TUTaHTCKUE KY3HEYHBIC MEXaA. KameHHbI# 1101 B3APOTrHYyJI IO HOraMu, a BbICOKO Ha/l HUMU, B TEM-
HOTE, 3aXIVIMCh IBa OI'POMHBIX APKO-OPAaHKEBLIX IJIa3a.. .
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I'naBa 2. CoH u IpoOy:K/1eHue

B HebosbIoM MOMECTBhE, PAIOM C TTOKOCHBIIIEHCST CTEHON BETXOIO 3a6pOI_HCHHOFO capad, pocC
TIBIITHBIA KYCT MarHoJIMH. HCHO,I[aJIéKy OT HCro, mypila KpblJIbIMH, B BO3YyXE 3aBUCIIA OoJIbIIast
3eJIeHast CTpEKO3a.

Bcé e€ BHMMaHME OBLIO MPUKOBAHO K TOJICTBIM YEPHBIM MyXaM, POSIIIIUMCS BO3JIe OEJIbIX 1IBe-
TOB. VIMEHHO TIO3TOMY OHa He 3aMeTHJIa TIOJK Pa/IbIBAIOIIErocs K Heil MaJlburKa ¢ UrpyIIeyHon cad-
JIel B pyKe.

Marnbunka 3Banm BCCCCJ'I, u CCFO,I[HHH_IHI/Iﬁ JEHb CTaJl 4JId HETO OCOOEHHBIM. EMy HCITIOJIHUJIOCH
[IECTD JIET, U MATb IIpUHEC]IA ,I[OHFO)K,H&HHHﬁ MOJapOK — MAJICHBKYIO ca6n10, KYIUICHHYIO Y 6pOIIH‘ICFO
TOprosua.

CrenanHast U3 KpenyanIiero MopEHoro ayoa, ¢ pyKosSITbio, OOBUTOH MOJIOCKaMH MSITKOH KOXH,
KaK y HAaCTOSILEro opyxus. Beccen n medrars He MOT O JIyyIlleM MojapKe.

Msdrkue canoxku u3 BLI,HCJI&HHOfI KOXHU CKpaJblBaJIU 3BYKH IIAroB IOHOT'O CJIEJOIIbITA U IIOMO-
rajim eMy HOOJIro OCTaBaTbCA HE3AaMCUYCHHDBIM. ITo KpaﬁHeﬁ MEpPE, OH CaM TaK CUHUTAJL.

[IIMBITHYB HOCOM M CMaxHYB KarlIv MOTa ¢ pacrapananHoro jida, Beccen emg Ha mar nputmnu-
3UJICA K KPbUIATOM OXOTHUIIE.

B sToit HpOCTOfI HI'pe, OH OXOTUJICA HE 34 CTpeKO30fI, a 3a CaMbIM HACTOAIIIUM JPAKOHOM, ITpU-
JIETEBLIMM C JAJIEKNX rop, YTOOBI pa3opuTh UX XO3SIUCTBO.

He BaxHO, 4TO y He€ He ObLIIO HU KPETTKOH YellTyH, HM OCTPbIX 3yOOB, HA IPOYMX 00s3aTeIIbHBIX
arpuOyTOB BOMIIIEOHBIX YynoBHII. KTO M3 Hac He BOOOpaxasl B CBOMX MI'Pax CPakeHWH CO CTpalll-
HBIMM MOHCTPaMM, He criacajl IPeKpacHbIX NpHUHLecC?

B norone 3a «apakoHoM» Becceny npuIliock NpoanpaThesi CKBO3b KOMIOUME KYCThl Y€PTOIO-
JI0Xa, C YCIIeXOM 3aMEHHMBIIIME eMY HEIPOXOIMMBIH JIec, epeOrpaThest uepes Oy piisiIyio peKy-pydei.

M BOT HaKOHEI-TO OH 3arHaj TUraHTCKOIO MOHCTpPa B YTOJI.

B006pa>1<aeMoe Uyouaic IMOKpPbIBAJIA KPEIIKad 3eJIéHast YCIIys, MepeinBaOasgcs 1mpu CBETE
COJIHIIA, KaK POCCHIIIb U3YMPYIOB. Pa)_IY)KHbIC [1a3a 3aMedaiy JIoooe ABUKCHUC BOKPYT.

Manbunk YK€ 3HAJI 00 3TOM U CTapaJiCsd BbIBEPATD Ka)K)ILIfI mar, YTOOBI HE CIIYTHYTb CKAa304-
HOI'0O MOHCTDpaA.

Em€ uytp-uyth. 1 BOT... MOMEHT HacTa!

—Mapy-y-y! — pa3pascs crapuHHbII 00€BOM KJIMY MMIIEPCKUX BOMCK, M MaJIbYMK Haraj Ha Jpa-
KOHa.

B TOT %€ Mur, B3pPEBEB TaK, YTO 3aTPACINCH CTCHBI IIOCTPOCK, O'POMHOE 3eJIEHOE qyauaie 6p0—
CUJIOCh HAaBCTpEYy.

24



A. C. AHoxuH. «HcTopusi HEKpOMaHTa»

JlpakoH Hamajaan cBepxy U CHHU3Y, OMJI XBOCTOM U JlaraMu, HO Becce, I0BKO yBOpaunBasich,
ycrneBaJl HAHOCUTb OTBETHBIE y/Iaphl.

Koro npu 3ToM BOJIHOBaJIO, YTO CTpEKO3a yjeTesia Mpy NePBOM Ke ero ABHKeHUuU? Manbumnk
y’e BOBCIO CpaaJiCsl 32 POJHOE IIOMECThE.

JIoBKO ¥ TOYHO O1JT OH cablieid CTpaltHoe YyAOBHIIE, TPUKPHIBASICh ITUTOM OT OTHEHHOTO JIbIXa-
HUS, IOKA MOTYUHUI APaKOH HE PYXHYJI Oe3/IbIXaHHBIM.

BpocuB ropplii B3JIs/1 Ha TIOBEPKEHHOTO MOHCTpa, Beccelt ¢ 4yBCTBOM BBITIOJIHEHHOTO J0JITa
omien 0O6paTHo.

Ckonbko Beccen momHmi cedsl, OH BCerja MeuTall cTaTh TaKUM, Kak oTel]. Moryunm nasaju-
HOM — PBILIAPEM CBSITOM LIEPKBU DWHXa3a/l.

B cBomx cHax mMaibuMK Beerna Obul 00au€H B CBEPKAIOIIHE JIaThl, YKpallleHHbIe OPHAMEHTOM
u3 yucreniero 3onota. [lupokas kpenkas J1agoHb ckumaiia 3¢pec Meua, BBIKOBAHHOTO JIyUIIUMU
MacTepaMy THOMOB.

Bepxom Ha orpoMHOM 6eJ10M KOHE, OH OecCTpaIHo Opocasicsi B caMylo T'yIy OUTBBI, M Bparu
BCerja B yxkace Oexaiu, eiBa 3aMeTUB OTOJIECK JOCTIEXOB.

Spuk bonusep — otenr Beccena — ciyxkun Anbdpeny, kopomo dnmopa. ['on Hazan, npu3BaH-
HBI} 110]] 3HAMEHA, OH YIIEN B BOGHHBIN MOXOI.

ITo cnyxam, rae-to naneko B donmune [IpakoHoB non ['mpanom®, mpoOyauiock JIpeBHee 3710.
BpO)IHFI/I N MMYTCIECTBEHHUKHN pPaCCKa3blBaJIM, YTO B TEX ITYCTBIHAX IIOABHUJIOCH MHOIO JEMOHOB
C TEJIOM YeJIOBeKa M XBOCTOM 3MeH BMECTO HOT, a IO TIeCKaM OpPOJIMIIN UCTIIEBIIINE OCTAaHKH JAPEBHUX

BOMHOB, Cpa’)XKaBIINXCA TaM B HE3AITAMATHBIC BPEMEHA.

O0ecnokoeHHBI 3THM (DaKTOM, KOpOJib AJlEHa MOMPOCHI TIOMOIIM Y CEBEPHOrO COCe/a,
Y BCKOpPE BOKCKa DJIMOpPA BBICTYIUIM B MIOXO/.

Ho mocrie 3tux coObITHIA MPOIUIO YKe JBa Mecsla, a Beccen Tak ¥ He MOMy4yald BECTOUKH
OT OTIA.

HeszameTHo nporneten neHs. Manbuuk, moOequB CTpeKo3y-IpaKkoHa, COBEPIIa TPAAUIIMOHHBIH
00X071 TOMECTbs1, KOT/Ja BO JBOP BbeXasa JIpsIxJias JOIab, Be3yllasi Ha CIIIHE CropOeHHYI0 (hUrypy.

[Monoiins 6mmxe, Beccen y3Ha B CCyTYJICHHOM BCAJIHUKE CTApOrO CIYTY, COMPOBOXK/IABIIETO
B TOXOJIC OTIIA.

— Teonopux! — MaIbuMK noadeka K JIOMIAIN.

B3sB e€ 3a moBOAbsI, OH MTOMOT CTAPUKY CITYyCTUTBCS C CEJIA.

° TWpaH — OIMH 13 TOPOJIOB, PACTIONOKEHHBIX HA TEPPUTOPHH KOPOJICBCTBA AJIeH. SIBJISICTCS OOLIEIPU3HAHHBIM TOPrOBBIM LEHTPOM
ABYX I'OCYIapCTB.
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— I'me orenr? OH ckopo nipuener?

Crapblii ciyra ¢ Kakol-TO CTPaHHOUM TPYCThIO MOCMOTpES Ha MaJlbudKa, HO 3aT€M BbIIABUII
u3 ce0s1 yAbIOKY M TIOTPEnas ero Mo BOJIOCAM.

— OTBeau-Ka HaIly CTapyIlIKy B KOHIOUIHIO, — Teogopyx moxJionas KJsdy 1o 1iee, — a IOTOM
BEUEPKOM 51 BCE paccKaxy, — U MOKOBBUISII K ycapOe, re Kuio cemencTtBo boausepos.

3aBens Jomaas B CTOio, Beccen pacnpsr e€, HaauiI YMCTOM BOABI M HACKITIAJI B KOPMYIITIKY
AYMEHS.

— Hy uto? Ycrana, 6equsikka? — MaJbUMK MOTIAANIT JIOMAb 110 OApXaTUCTOM IIiee.
KoOGbina GiarogapHo (hbbIpKHY/IA ¥ JIETOHBKO TKHYJIACh HOCOM €MY B ILIEUO.

— Otapixaid, THI 3TO 3aciykuia, — Becces moxionan ee o MOp/ie U He CIiellia HaIpaBHJICs
K ycaapoe.

B 310 Bpems BcE cemeiicTBO boauBepoB BMecTe cO Clyramu yxe coOpasioch B OOJIBIIIOM 3aJie
BO3JIe KaMuHa. Bce cMoTpenu Ha 3acTeiBIIEro ¢ Kpyx)koi 21 Teogopuxa.

OkuHYB COOpaBIIMXCS LENKUM B3JISIOM, CTAPUK IIYMHO OTXJIEOHY/I M Hayasl CBOI pacckas.

OH roBopmt 0 Tndenu Koposst Anbdpena u ero Boiicka. O crpamHoii 6utse B Jonune [pa-
KOHOB. O MPOIUTON KPOBH U MPEICMEPTHOM MPOKJISATUM APEBHET0 YEPHOKHMKHUKA, CPAKEHHOTO
otuoM Beccerna, 4to, 1o ciyxam, IpoOyIuIo OT MHOTOBEKOBOTO CHa BEJIMKOrO AHTapaca — OJHOTO
U3 IIeCTH JpakoHoB O6oruuu [uneH.

— ... npakoHa? — UCITyraHHO MePecrpoCKIa MOJIOJICHbKAsI KyXapKa.

— Ha... I'oBopsT, OH B SIPOCTH YHUUTOXMJI BCE BOMCKO. YIIeJeso JIMIIb HECKOIBKO COJAAT, —
Teonopux B3AOXHYJ M TOPECTHO MOKAyas roJIOBOA.

JKeHIMHBI 320XaJIM ¥ CTAJIXA NEPELIENTHIBATHC.
— A moit myx? He pacckasbiBany Ji1 4To-HHOYAb O HEM? — BCTPEBOXMIIACH MaTh Beccena.

— Ham rocnonus. .. I1po Hero HeT BecTel, — CTapblid ClIyra OCYHYJICS, 3aMETUB BBICTYIIMBIINE
CJIE3BI Ha I1a3ax X03s1Ku. — He Hy:)xHO oTyauBaThcsl. Bo3MOXHO, OH ocTaliCcs KUB.

— W uro xe Ham genats? I1pocto xaatb

Teonopux omycTui masa.

— Hacrynator TémHbIe BpeMeHa, rocroxka. Ceifuac BceM HYXKHO CIUIOTHTBCS, YTOOBI BBIKUTD.
[Moce rubenu koponst Anbdpena ¥ BOMCKA Havaauch HaOerw OpoubMx mieMEH. [lo 3Toro oHu

HE OCMEJIMBAJIUCh BbUIE3AaTh AAJIbIIC CBOUX PABHUH. Ho TEIICPG. ..

— Yro Teneps? — UCIyraaach OfHA U3 CIIyKaHOK.
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— Jliogu roBopAT, HEJAaBHO OPKM U3 KJaHa Boska pazopuim aepeBeHsKy K 3anagy ot HIryrr-
rapra'’. Beipeszanu Bcex, KpoMe OIHOTO MaJIbUMIIIKH, YCIIEBIIEro 3aTauThCsl B KOMOALE. A Beb MbI
HE TaK Jajieko oT HuX. HykHo nepeOparbcs B 3aMOK, 071 3aIIUTY cTeH. .. [Toka He mo3aHo.

Teonopux MOTHSI I71a3a M B3/IPOTHYJI, YBUIEB CTOSIIETO Y OTKPBITON ABepr Beccena, ciyrma-
IOLLETO Pa3rOBOP B3POCIBIX.

— Mononou rocrionuu? Ber?. ..
— Beccen? — Math Bckoumiia ¢ Kpecia. — Thl yxe. ..

Ho manbumk, BHE3aITHO OCO3HABIIINM, YTO, CKOpee BCero, OH HUKOT/IA B )KU3HU OOJIbIIE HE YBU-
JWT OTIA, BEIOEKAJT TIPOUYb U3 TOCTUHOM.

— Mapusi! — BCTpeBOKEHHO KPUKHYJIA KEHILMHA OHOM M3 TOPHUYHBIX. — JIOrOHU €ro u npu-
BeI 0OpaTHO!

—T'ocnoxka! — Teomopux Bckoumil, XBaTasi 3a pyKy CIykaHKy. — JlaiiTe eMy HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.
Manbuuky Hy)XHO OOBITh HaenuHe. OH BCE MOHMMAET, XOTb M COBCEM eIlE MaIeHbKU.

Ciy’kaHKa BOIPOCHUTENTLHO TIOCMOTpEJIA Ha XO3MKY MOMECThs1. Ta B3MIsIHY/Ia HA YMOJISIIOIIETO
CITYTY, TIOCJIe Yero COIJIACHO KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM M 00ECCHIIEHO yrajia 0OpaTHO B KPECIo.

Bo3moxHO, ceromHs e€ ChIH TepecTan ObITh PEOEHKOM M OCO3HAJ, YTO XKW3Hb HE COCTOWT
13 OJJHMX JIMILIb UTpP U IIAJ0oCcTel. B Hell Takke ecTb CTpalaHus U MOTEPH.

[TonaBnennsiii ropem, Beccen meqyieHHO mEN 1o nomectbio. HouHoi BeTep XOM0AMI MOKpbIE
OT CJIE€3 I1a3a. Bech NPUBBIUHBIA MUP B OIHOYACHE PACCHINAIICS CJIOBHO KAPTOUYHBIN JOMUK.

Manb4yuk He MOT TPUMHUPHUTHLCS C MBICJIBIO, YTO OTEI] MOT TOrMOHYTh. OH BCIIOMUHAT, KaK CHJTb-
HbIe POJUTEIILCKHIE PyKH Opocaliil ero B Bo3ayX. Kak oH cmesiics BO Bech Tos1oc, a OTell yJIbloaics

Tak JOOPO M TaK UCKPEHHE. . .

Cepnuie Beccena 3atonuiio rope U 3710CTh Ha BeCb MUP, Ha KOpOJIsL U Jake Ha ceds. B gom
BO3BPAIATLCS HE XOTEJIOCh, M OH MEIEHHO MOOPEN B KOHIOLTHIO.

3abpaBIINCh B CTOWJIO K KOHSIM, OH IPWJIET Ha OTPOMHYIO MATKYIO Ky4y CE€Ha, TIOTpy3HBIIHCH
B IPyCTHbIE MBICJIH 00 oTLie. Tak, He3aMeTHO JUIs ce0sl, MaJIbYUK U YCHYIL.

&k

Ty HOUb MaJieHbKUI Beccesl HeBOJIbHO 3aNIOMHIJT Ha BCIO JKU3Hb.

10 [TyTTrapr — ropoa B koponesctse imop. ITomecthe BonuBepos pacnonaraeTcs Kak pa3 Ha TEPPUTOPUM, TTOJKOHTPOJILHON
Iryrrrapry.
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ITpocHyBIIMCH OT TPOMKMX KPUKOB U JISI3A KeJIE3a, OH B UCITyTe BBICKOUMII U3 KOHIOITHU U YBU-
JeJ1 BOKPYT ropsllie IOCTPOMKH, CPpeJu KOTOPBIX METAIUCh HEsCHbIE TeHU. 3a CIMHOI UCITyTaHHO
3apKajii KOHU, NIOYYAB 3allax rapy v JpIMa.

Beccen ornsiHysics Ha Jiommaiei 1 He 3aMeTHT, Kak MAMO ITPOHECJIOCh YTO-TO OFPOMHOE 1 COMIIO
ero c Hor. B majieHuu oH ygapuiicsi TOJIOBOM O ABEPHOM KOCSIK M TIOTEPsLT CO3HAHUE. DTa CITyYalHOCTb
Y cTiacjia eMy KU3Hb. . .

&k

C Tex nop nmpoIuio JecsTh JIET.

[Tonauany Becceny yacto CHUJICS OMH M TOT e COH. Hamanenue opkoB Ha ero pogHoe rnome-
crbe. MOMEHT, KOIjla OH OYHYJICSI BO3JIE KOHIOIIHU C OTPOMHOM LIMILIKOW Ha TOJ0BE U KaK YBHUIEI
BO3JIE JIOMa pacTep3aHHblid TPy MaTepu. Kak OH BCIo HOUb, HEB3UpPAasi HA ONACHOCTh, HAB3PbIJI IJTIaKa
BO3JIe OE3IPIXaHHOTO TeJia, TTOKA He MPUIILIIH conaathl u3 3amka IlItyrrrapt. Ho Bckope Bpemst B3sJ10
CBOE, ¥ OH TOYTH HE BCIIOMUHAJ O POIUTEIISIX.

JKMBBIX POJICTBEHHUKOB y HEr0 HE OCTAJIOCh, U MaJbUMKa 3a0pai K cede ['pamim — cepkaHT
OTpsAJa, CIEIIUBIIErO Ha BBIPYUKY XKUTEIIAM.

Manenbkuii Beccest cTa 5kUTh B Ka3apMe U BBITOJHATH CAMYIO TPSI3HYI0 padoTy, KaKylo TOJIbKO
MOIJIX OJId HEero Hanti. BeiHOCHII oMo € KYXHH, YUCTHUJT OTXOKHC MECTA, ITOMOT'aJl CKOPHAKY
COCKaOIMBAaTh KHP CO IIKYP.

EnuHCTBEHHOM OTAYIIMHOM [Isl HETO CTasia KOHIONIHS. Beccern emé ¢ netcrsa moout Jiommaaei
Y TI03TOMY JII000e CBOOOIHOE BpeMsI IIPOBOIMIT B OOIIECTBE STHX KUBOTHBIX.

[Moce mpowusoleaniei Tpareinu, OH e/1Ba JI1 He C MIEPBbIX JHEW CTOIKHYJICS C TSKETBIMU pea-
JMsIMU KU3HU. Ecni B moMecTbe ero Bce JII0OMIIH, TO 3/IeCh OH CTal HUKOMY He HYKHBIM CHPOTOH,
KOTOPOro J1000i MOr Oe3HaKa3aHHO YAapUTh, OCKOPOUTS.

Ho ceromss 310 1075KHO OBUTO 3aKOHUMTHCS. Beccery ucnomHmIoch mectHaanars jet. CoBep-
meHHosnetre! JleHp, KOTOpOro I0HOIA Kl ¢ 3aMUpaHueM cepiia. Beap Teneps oH Mor BHIOpaTh
moOyio Tpodeccrio, KOTopasi eMy HpaBHUTCS, M TIOWTU YYEHUKOM K ooomy mactepy. Ho Beccen
JKaXk1aJI JIMIIH OJJHOTO — ITOMACTh Ha CITykO0y B apMHIO KOPOJIs, KaK ero MOKOWHBIN oTelr!

— 31, Masen! — rpPOMKUIl KPUK OJIHOTO U3 CTPAKHUKOB, HAXOJSALIMXCS B Ka3apMe, BEpHYJI €ro
13 Mupa Meutanuil. — CroHsiii-ka B iorpe® u nprHecH Ham xojionHoro nvBa! [la 6erom, a He TO OISITh
TMOJTYYHIIIb CBOEW METJION M0 3aAHULIE ! — CTPAXKHUK IPOMKO PaCcXOXOTaJICs, IBHO JOBOJIbHBIM Iy TKOM.

Beccen, HaxMypUBIIKCH, TOMEN K K1agoBbiM. boru! C KakiM yI0BOJILCTBUEM OH TIPETofia Obl
¥M BCEM YPOK.

Kaxppiii pas, néxa HOUBIO HA CEHE PsAIOM C OOEBBIMU CKaKyHaMH, OH, Kak B JETCTBE, Ipell-
cTaBysL1 ceOs1 MOryuyruM BoMHOM. CHITbHBIM, JIOBKUM, TIepe]l KeM 3T CTPaKHUKHU Obl J1eOe3nIu mpo-
cro mpoxoasl MuMo. He roBops yxke o moOosix U ockopOneHusix, Kotopsle Beccen Teprien oT HuX
€KEeTHEBHO.
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Ho, k coxanenuio, MeuThl Bcerja ocTaBajiuch Meutamu. [1opoi, Korjga cTaHOBUJIOCh COBCEM
TSDKEJIO, OH JIaKe HAYMHA KaJIeTh, YTO He MOrHO TOU CTPAITHON HOYBIO.

CrycruBimcs B rorped, Becces ormycTuiics Ha MepByIo MOMABIIYIOCs O0UKY U THXO 3arllakall.

— D1, masbii. Xodelb s 1aM Tebe CUITy, 9TOOBI OTOMCTUTH UM BCeM ? — TTPOIIIeNTal B TEMHOTE
HE3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC.

Beccesn B3aporuys oT HEOKUAAHHOCTH U OTJISTHYJICS TIO CTOPOHAM.
— Kro 3pecp?

3a ero rie4oM pa3aajics TAXUH CMEIOK:

— 0-0-0... ¥ MeHs MHOTO UMEH, MOI1 Ipyr. OueHb MHOTO.

IOnoma pasBepHysics ¢ OBICTPOTON MOJHMM, HO BCE PaBHO HUKOTO He yBHJeN. VcyraBimcs,
OH TIOTISITUIICS, TTOKA He YNEPCS CIIMHOMW B psifi OOUeK.

— MeHs Hesb351 yBUAETD MPOCTO TaK, — CKa3all rojioc. — 1 caM sABISIOCH K TeM, KTO U30paH.

— M36pan? s yero nzdbpan? — Beccen HEMHOTo ocMmeriel, MOHSIB, YTO B JAHHBI MOMEHT eMy
HUKTO HE YyIPOKAaET.

HeBuaumelii coOeceTHIK CHOBA 3aXUXHUKAJL.
— He crout cienmts ¢ BorpocaMu. Thl BCE y3Haelb caM... B cBOE BpeMms. ..

Bcé emé He oco3HaBasi, sIBb 3TO WM COH, Beccen ymumHys cedst 3a Hoc. Ctano 00JIbHO, U OH
HE Ha IIYTKY Mepemnyrasics, IyMasi, 4To ero Hadasl MOABOAUTL PacCylOK.

— 4 crumo?
— Her... Tbl He crivib.
— A-a... Kak?...

— OTBeTh MHE, MAJIBYMK, — TIepeOUIT ero rojioc. — Thl X0Uelb OTOMCTUTh UM ? X04Yellb 00pecTu
cuty?

— OTtomMcTHTB?

— Ha! Oromctuth Bcem, Mot MaibuuK. CTpa)kHUKaM, KOTOPbIe KaK/Iblil JeHb U3JIEBAIOTCS HAJ
ToOOH. ToMy phiKeMy MaJIbUUIIKE C OOJNBIIUMU KyJTaKaMu, KOTOPBI BMECTe C JPY3bsIMH 3aCTABHII
TeOs1 IPOIJIOTUTH MOMET BUepa B KypsTHUKe. [ToMHMIb? Beem, KTO Koraa-immoo NpuarMHI TeOe 3710.

ThI XOUelIb 3aCTaBUTh UX yBaXkaTh ceOs1?

— Ha... — npomenran Beccen.

29



A. C. AHoxuH. «HcTopusi HEKpOMaHTa»

— A TBOS MaTh? — MpopoKaI rojoc. — Heyxkenu Tol 3a0bUT O TOM, KaK yMepiia TBOsS MaTh?
A tBOM oten?

Beccen 1o 607 cxan Kynaku, KOraa yCIblman 9T cyioBa. OT BHE3aTHO HAXJIBIHYBIIIETO THEBA
IOTEMHEJIO B IIa3ax.

3a JecATh JIeT OH HEBOJIBHO CMUPWICS C YTPaTodl M MOYTH HE BCIIOMMHAI O POIUTENSX.
Ho Tenepps BocnoMuHaHus1 BRIPBAJIMCh HAPYXKY, U €CIIU 10 3TOro Beccen comHeBasics, TO ceituac Bcé
BCTAJIO Ha CBOU MECTa.

OH TOHSLJT, UYTO BCE ITU TOJIBI, TPOBEIEHHBIC B Ka3apMe, Kakaall JIUIbh OJTHOTO — MecTu. MecTu
CTOJIb CJIAJIKOU Y JKEJIAHHOM.

Beccen meutas OTOMCTUTL HEHABUCTHBIM CTpa’kHUKaM, 4TO KEI)K)IBIIZ OJE€Hb NU3MbIBAJIUCh Hal
HUM. PbIkeMy CBIHOUKY MECTHOTO Ky3Hela U ero npucremsHukam. KoHioxy, KOTOpblid BBIITOPOJ €ro
BOYOKaMH 32 TO, YTO IOHOIIA TACKAN JIOIAsAM XJied ¢ KyXHH, U CaMoe IJIaBHOE... HAlTH TeX, KTO
yow ero ponuteneit. Haiitu u. ..

Bc€ 310 mpoHeciiock y Hero niepe ria3amMu 3a OMuH MUT. Best 6071b, BCce YHUKEHUS, a TIPeJIo-
JKEHUE HEBUMMOTO coOeceIHIKA OKa3aJI0Ch TAKMM 3aMaHUMBBIM U jKeJIaHHbIM, 4To Beccen He cmor
OTKa3aThCsl.

— MHe HyKHO 4TO-TO clieyaTh sl 3TOro?

— A TbI JOTa[IMB, MOM APYT, — MPO3BYYaJl CMeUIoK. — Jloraaaus u yMEH. DT0 MHE HpaBUTCS !
Muaue mMbl He TOBOpMIIM ObI C TOOOM 37IeCh U Ceiuac.

— Ckaxu, 4To g JOJDKEH caeiaTh?
IOHomIa He XOTeN yImycTUTh Jaxe MPU3PAYHBIH IIAHC CTaTh CHIIbHBIM. Kakum oH ObUT B Med-
tax... Her! OH xoten crarh emmié cuibHee! YToOBI Jaske MBICITb O HEM BHYIIIAJIA YKac BCEM €ro HeJllpy-

ram.

— O, coBceM UyTh-UyTh, — FOJIOC MPO3BYYaJ 'POMYE, CJIOBHO HEBUAUMBIN COOECETHUK TTPUOITH-
3uics. — Thl JIIOOUIITH Ty TEIIeCTBOBATH?

Beccen pacrepsuics.

—4... 4 He 3Ha10. fl HMKOrIA HE MyTENIECTBOBAL.

— DTO HE TPYAHO UCTIPABUTh, MOH JIPYT, COBCEM HE TPYAHO, — CHOBA 3aCMesICS HEBUIUMKA. —
Ho 06 sTom no3:xe, He BcE cpasy... He BcE cpasy... A moka... [lepxku oT MeHs HeOOJIBITION MOIapoK,

3TO IIOMOXKET TeOE.

[Nepen rnazamu y Beccena 3amesnbkany Kakue-ToO HEMOHSATHbIE OYKBBI M CHMBOJIBI, 4 3aTEM 4TO-
TO BCIIBIXHYJIO B TOJIOBE, ¥ OH MOTEPsL/T CO3HAHUE.
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&k

Crycts kKakoe-To BpeMsi Beccen ounyiicsl.

IMonbITaBIIMCh TOAHSTHCS, OH OLIYTHII, KaK CHJIBHO 3aKPYKHJIACh TOJIOBA, U MO BCEMY Tey
paznuiiachk Tymasi, Howomas 60b. OcTaBuB OecroJie3Hble TOMBITKA BCTaTh, OH OTKUHYJICS CITMHOM
K 3eMJISIHOM cTeHe morpeoa.

«YTt0 xe 310 32 rojnoc Takor? [Touemy umenno s1?7 Moxet, MmHe Bcé npucHuiIoch? HaBepHoe,
IIPUCHUJIOCH», — MBICJIU B TOJIOBE POUJIMCh, KAK ITYEIHL.

PemiB B utore, 4to 310 COH, Beccel, Koe-Kak CrpaBisisch co cIabOCTbio, BHIOpAJICS HAaBEepX
u3 norpeda. [1o3adwIB, IS Yero TyJa CITyCKacs, OH MeIJICHHO TIOOPEN K KazapMam, MOIIaThIBasCh
" CIIOTBIKAACh Ha KaXJIOM Hiary, CJIOBHO IbAHUILIA.

[Mpoxons Mumo KyxHH, Beccen oOpaTiii BHUMaHKe Ha TPOMKOE Ky/IaXTaHbe, COITPOBOK JaBITIe-
ecsl IITyXMMH 3ByKaMH YAapoB I10 JiepeBy. 3arjisiHyB BO JIBOP, OH YBUJIEN, KaK MOBap, B 3a0pbI3raHHOM

KPOBBIO O€JIOM TIepe/IHUKE, 3a0MUBaeT Kyp.

BnesarHo, Koria ouepeiHor NTUlle OTPyOUsIM TOJIOBY, OH 3aMETHJI, KaK MaJIeHbKOE MOJTyIpO-
3payHoe OOJIAYKO OTACIHMIIOCH OT TYIIKH U Ha4aJIo0 MeJIJIEHHO TasiTh B BO3IyXE.

B Tot xe mur Beccesa CiIOBHO IOATONIKHY/IM B criuHy. [logaBinics BHE3aITHOMY MTOPBIBY, OH
IIArHYJT BIIEPEN ¥ MBICJIEHHO BIOXHYJI 3TO 00JIavKO.

[MouTu cpasy xe y Hero nposiCHUIACh TOJI0Ba, UcUe3H cinabocTh 1 6071b. Beccen crosit u ¢ ynus-
JICHUEM TTPUCITYIIUBAJICS. K BHYTPEHHUM OLTYIICHUSIM.

JloX JaBIIMCh, TTOKA TIOBAP JOpe3aj Kyp, OH BBIIIEN C KYXOHHOTO JJBOPA U HAIIPABUJICS B JIIOOU-
MYIO KOHIOLIHIO.

ITo mytn Beccen BCIOMHMII TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIM T0OJI0C.

«CrtpanHo. .. OueHb cTpaHHO. U Tak. .. IPUATHO... A MOXET 3TO HE COH?» — MEJIbKHYJIA [1aJIb-
Hasi MBICITb.

Tak, B pa3aymbsix, OH MEJICHHO MIEN O MbUILHOW JIOpOTe, KOTrJa BIPYT TKEIas pyka Jjeria
€My Ha IUIeYO, U XPUILIBII FOJI0C IPOU3HEC HAJl YXOM:

— Kaskercs, majell, Thl TpO 9TO-TO 3a0bLT?

O6epHyBIIHCh, Beccen yBuzen psigoM ¢ co60i TPOUX CTPakHUKOB, M € YKaCOM BCIIOMHII, 4TO
3a0bLJT TPUHECTH NIMBO M3 Morpeoda.

- HOCHYHIaﬁ, COIUIAK, HCYXEJIN Thbl HACTOJIBKO IIJIOXO OTHOCHUIIBCA K )IO6JIGCTH])IM BOMHaAM

u3 apmun 100poro Jiopaa IItyrrrapra, 9Tto He XOUelIb BHITOJTHUTH X MaJIeHBKYIO MPOChOy? — C Kaxk-
JbIM CIIOBOM PyKa Ha ero Iule4e CKMMaJlaChb BCE CUJIbHEN.
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—4... 4... — 3aneneran Beccen, HO eMy He Jai TOTOBOPUT.

CxBaruB 3a MIKUPKY, KaK MaJICHHKOTO 0a3apHOrO BOPUIIKY, OJWH CTPAXHUK TMOTAIIWI ero
B CTOPOHY TPEHHPOBOYHBIX OapakoB. OCTasbHBIE NI PSIOM, IPO3HBIM BUIOM OTIYTHBAs JIIOOOTO,
KOMY ObI TIPUIILIO B TOJIOBY 3aCTYIUTHLCS 3a CUPOTY.

— Ceityac Mbl HayurM TeOsl yBaKaTh JIOPIA U €r0O CIaBHBIX COJNJAT, COTUISIK !

[NonyuynB CUJIBHBINA THIYOK B CIMHY, IOHOIIA KyOapeM MoKaTuics mo 3emie. Bokpyr He Obu1o
HU Aymy. Jla v KTo B 3TO Bpemsi OyleT TopyaTh Ha kape B JYIIHBIX U BUTbHBIX Oapakax?

— Hy 4ro napHu, noyumm IeHKa yBaXkeHHI0? — pacCMEsUICs OIMH U3 CTPaKHUKOB M IIArHYJ
I10 HamnpasJieHnIo Kk Beccey.

IOHO]_Ha CyIlOpO)KHO CXKaJiCsdA, B O KUJAaHUU HpI/IBbI‘IHbIX HO60€B, KaK BHE3aITHO yCJIbI]_HaH 3Ha-
KOMBIH I'OJIoC.

— Ilopa, Mo npyr...

B 3T0 e MrHOBeHHE ¢ TPOMKHUM CTYKOM 3aXJIOIMHYJIMCh JBepH Oapaka, Morpy3uB BCE BOKPYT
BO ThMY. Beccel 3akpbut 11a3a, a ero ryobl caMu cOOOM TPOIIENTau:

— IMaccaapryT’xappa. ..

&k

CrenytonmmM yrpom Beccena pa3Oynuii rpoMKue KpUKd, JOHOCSIIUECS CO CTOPOHBI Ka3apMBbl.

Korpa, mypsicb OT IpKOro yTpeHHEro COJIHLIA, OH BBIILIEJ U3 KOHIOIIHU BO JBOp, €ro easa
He cumoOna JToponHasi TETKA ¢ MEePEeKOIICHHBIM OT yxkaca JuioM. OIsiieBIINCh, OH YBUJEIN, KakK
10 IBOPY HOCSITCS JIIO/IM, OETaloT UCIyTraHHbIe CTPAXKHUKH.

Beccen okpukHys mpoOeraromniero MUMO 3HaKOMOT'O MaJIbUHMIIIKY KOHIOX, BBICTIPAIIMBAsi, YTO
MIPOU3OILIO.

— Hekpomancep B ropoze! — BeImaawi TOT Ha Xoay. — CeromHst yTpoM HallIid MEPTBBIX CTPaXK-
HUKOB B Oapakax. JKpell DitHxa3a] cKa3a, 4To 3TO JIeJIo pyk TéMHOro mara. Cefiyac ropof mpoué-

CBIBAIOT, UIIYT KOJIyHa!

MBpiciib, UTO OH KaK-TO CBsI3aH C 3TUM, MeJIbKHYJa B rojioBe Beccena. Ho, He npuaas el 3Haue-
HUs1, OH TOXe TI0OeKaJl B CTOPOHY OAapaKOB, CKUTAEMBIH IPUCYIIIUM KaKIOMY IOHITY JIIOOOITBITCTBOM.

[MonGeras, Beccen yBuen GOMbIIYIO TOMTY MECTHBIX kutesied. COaBHUB Iar, OH OCTOPOKHO
TOIOMIEN ONIMKeE.

B3BonHOBaHHBIE JTIOIN MEPEroBapuBAJIMCh BIIOJITOJIOCA, ACJIACH BIICUATIICHUAMU O ITPOUCIIC-
CTBHUMN.
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— Jluma-to, ymma! Bugemm? XKyTh npocto! — ucmyraHHO TBepAMIa CBOe codeceTHUIe KaKasi-
TO KCHIIIMHA B T'PS3HOM 3acajleHHOM MepeqHuke. — WX Kak BBIHECM Ha CBET, TaK s YyTh JIyXa
He Juimiachk! Beicoxime, cIoBHO yydena! — OHa HaKJIOHWJIACh K ToBapke. — JKpelr ckaza, 4To 310
HEKPOMAaHT BBICOCAJI U3 HUX KU3Hb. Tak-To BOT!

3aMeTHB MOACTYIIUBAOIIETO I0HOIITY, KSHIIUHBI TIEPECTan CIUICTHUYATb.
— WUnu-ka orciona! Heua tebe TyTa Aenats. Masol emg, Takue CTpacTé CMOTPETh !

Ho Beccen, nmpourHoprpoBaB BhICKa3bIBaHUE B CBOM ajipec, OOOTHYJI TETOK M HAYyaJl MPOTHUC-
KUBATbCS BIEPEN.

Bo3ne cammx GapakoB CTosijIa IpyIna CTpaXXHUKOB BO IJaBe ¢ cepxkaHToM ['pamun. BriBasiblii
BOsAKa BBIITIAACT YCTAJIBIM U HAIlTyIraHHBIM. Kto 6LI MOTI' TIOAYMaThb, YTO XKXYTKHE PACCKa3bl O ‘IépHLIX
Marax M3 JIaJIEKOro JIETCTBA BAPYT OKUBYT MPOIILION HOYBIO.

Korma oH yBuaen Tpymnbl CTPaKHUKOB, TO JIake TAKOMY TEPTOMY M OBIBAJIOMY BOHMHY CTaJIo
He 1o ceOe. Bricoximue Tena 60nTamvch BHYTPU KHUpac, Kak OOrJIolaHHbIe KypUHbIe KOCTH B ITyCTOM
MMUBHOM KPYyXkKe, a KyTKHe OCKaJIbI JIUII, Ka3aJI0Ch, CMOTPEJU MPSIMO B JIyITy, CJIOBHO CIpAIIBas:
«Kak ke Tak?»

Ceituac cam [lepBocBsIieHHUK U3 Xpama OoruHu DitHxasza ocMarpuBai tena. Jlopn ItyrT-
rapra MprKa3aji OlEMUTh Oapaku U YCUJIUTh MATPYJIU M0 BCEMY TOPOMY, a KUTEIsIM JTOHOCUTh 000
BCEX UyXKaKax, 3aMCUCHHBIX B OKpYyT€.

B 3T011 cymaToxe HUKTO He 0Opaliiaj BHUMAHU S Ha IOHOTO MapHsI, KPyTUBIIIErOCsl BOKPYT MecTa
Tpareauu.

Korga Beccen yBupmen Tpyribl, OH BCE BCIIOMHMWII: HEM3BECTHBIE CJIOBA, COpBaBIIMecs C Iyo0,
KpPOBaBbIll TyMaH, ME/JIEHHO MOXHUPABIIMIA €ro OOMIYMKOB. B ykace OH KMHYJICSA MPOYb OT 3TOTO
CTpAILIHOTO MECTa, HO HE YCIeB MPOOeXkaTh U JIBYX II1aroB, yTKHYJICS B YeJIOBEKa B psce.

BCKpI/IKHyB OT HEOXKHUIOAHHOCTH, Beccen MOIBITAJICA, U3BUHUBIIWCDH, YIU3HYTb, HO €TI0 IJla3a
BCTPETWIUCH C B3MJISLIOM CITy)KUTeNs1 DWHXa3a,.

— TbI?! — CBAIIEHHUK 3amMep B W3YMJICHHHM, KOIZIa MOYYBCTBOBAJI ThbMY B 3TOM 0€300MIHOM
IOHOIIIE, KOTOPOT'O 3HaJI HE OJWH TOfl.

[NoHsB, 4TO ero TaitHa packphbiTa, Beccen crpemriaB 6pocuiics mpoub. Ho MOHaxX 9TO-TO TOp-
TaHHO BBEIKPUKHYJI, ¥ IOHOIIIA YITAJl.

Bckouus, Beccen n€pHyics, HO He cMOT caenath v mara. [locMoTpeB BHU3, OH YBUJEI MOIY-
MPO3paYHbIe KPACHO-KEThIE HIYTAbIIA, TAHYBIIMECS U3 3eMJIM K ero HoraM. OHU OMyTaJIu CTYIHU
Y JIONIBIKKH, CJIOBHO KUBbIE JPEBECHBIE KOPHU, HE JaBasi CIIBUHYTLCS C MECTA.

KyTKuii KpUK HACTOSIIIETO KMBOTHOI'O YKaca BBIPBAJICS U3 €0 MNIOTKU, KOTJIa OH MOHSLI, UYTO

ero norimanu. HakazaHue 11 HEKpOMaHTa MOIJIO OBbITh TOJIBKO OJHO — IBITKH, a 3aTeM MeJICHHAsI
CMEpThb Ha KOCTpe.
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B ator MomeHT Beccena ocnenuia sipkasi BCIIBIIIIKA, U OH TIPOBAUJICS B HEOBITHE.

&k

Ounysicst OH OT KyTKOro xosofa. OTKyaa-To TOHOCWICS 3BYK Kamaomieil Boasl. Ha ¢one rpo-
OOBOI THIITMHBI, OH 3ByYaJl CJIOBHO YAaphl MOJIOTA 1O HAKOBAJIHHE.

Mo 6T XONMOAHBIM U TPSI3HBIM Ha ONIYIb. BOKPYT CTOSUT TSKENBINA, 3aTXJIBIN 3anax. Beé Temno
JIOMUJIO OT OOJIH, CJIOBHO €T0 JI0JIT0 U CTapaTeIbHO N30MBAIM HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK.

Beccesn ¢ Tpynom OTKpbLT caumivecs ria3a. TyCKIIbIA CBET, JIBIOIMIMICS CKBO3b KPOIIIEYHOE
OTBEPCTHE IIe-TO HABEPXY, [TO3BOJIUJI EMY OIJISIIEThCS BOKPYT.

[Nopocmme nieceHblo CTeHsl U3 rpyoo oTécaHHbIX KaMHer. HeOosbinas Kyya BOHIOUEro mpo-
THUBIIETO CEHa B yIUTy BO3JIE JbIPbI OTXOKET0 MECTa, OTKYyAA IIET TAKOW CMpajl, 4To Y JII0OOro mpo-
najo Obl ake Majeiiiee JKelaHue CIIPaBUTh HYKILy.

Cyns no Bcemy, Beccen Haxoquiicsi B OAHOM U3 MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX TIOPEMHBIX KaMep B Moj3e-
MeJIbe 3aMKa.

O... OH cipiman MHOTO 0aek 00 3THUX Ka3emarax, M eme OoJbliie MOr Obl paccKas3aTh CaM.
HO CTAHOBHUTBHCA YAaCThIO 3THUX 3JIOBCIIIUX I/ICTOpI/Iﬁ B €I'o IJIaHbl HE BXOOIUJIO.

3akycuB ry0y, OH HOMBITAICS MOAHSTHCS, HO €ro TeJio MpoH3mIa crpairHasi 6omb. Korma Bec-
ceJl, CTUCHYB 3yObl, ClIeJIal elié OHY MOMbITKY, TO MOHSLI, YTO MPUKOBAH K CTEHE OOJIBIIION PKaBOU
LETIBIO.

CTpa)KHI/IKI/I, BUATb, pEHINJIN IEPECTPAXOBATHCA IJIA Haﬂé)KHOCTI/IZ HE TOJIbKO HOT'H, HO U PYKHU
OKa3aJIMCh 3aKOBAHbI B TSIKEITbIC KaHaaJIbl.

I'ne-To coBcem psiiom Mep3Ko nponuiaiv Kpsichl. CliepkaB pBYIIMIACS U3 TPyAU CTOH, Beccen
MPUTIOAHSUICS Ha JIOKTsAX. C TpyIoM nepesBurasi KOHEYHOCTSMU — KakJOe JIBUKEHHE OT/IaBajloCh

00JIBI0 — OH OTIION3 MoJaJIblI€ OT BOHIOUETO HYKHHUKA, HACKOJIBKO IMO3BOJIsAJIA LETIb.

3akpeIB M1a3a, Beccen npuBaiuics K XOJIOAHOW CTEHE, IPOKPYUYMBasl B TOJI0BE BCE, UTO MPO-
M30I1LJIO C HUM 32 MUHYBILUH [IEHb.

«Hano xe... OkaspiBaercs, 9T0 He CoH. .. Uyneca, Ja 1 TOJBKO. . .»

«A Kak xe Tpynbl? CMepts?.. YOuiicTBa?..» — CJIOBHO HAIIENTHIBAJIA €EMY COBECTb.

«51 Bc€ caenan npaBwibHO. OHM 3TO 3aciyxuiu!» — Beccen nouemy-To He MCHBITBIBAT HU
Karuim XaJIOCTU K Y6I/ITI>IM UM CTpa)KHUKaM. — Yto0 BHI Bce CIOXJIN, cBojioun! — BBIKPUKHYJI OH
B IYCTOTY, CO 371000¥ ITHYB HOTOH LIeTb.

OO0xBaTUB pyKamH KOJICHH, OH 33JyMUYMBO YCTaBHJICS Ha KPBICY, BHINOJIBILIYI0 W3-TIOJ Ky4H

ceHa. ’KMBOTHOE GecCTpaIllHO CMOTPEJIO Ha Y3HHUKA, CJIOBHO TIOHUMAsI, YTO IPUKOBAHHBIN LIETIbIO, OH
HUYEM el He HaBpeJIUT.
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Beccern 3amaxHysicsi Ha KpbICY PYKOi, M OHa CO CKPEKEIYIIIMM MMCKOM CKpPBUIACH B THUJIOM
CEHe.

&k

[Ipomuto HECKOJIBKO YacoB.
Beccen yxxe nzyuni Kax/aplil KaMeHb B TEMHHULIE M CEYac IIPOCTO CUJIEI B YIUIy KaMepbl, CIIy-
11asi FPOMKO€E ypYaHHe KeJlylKa, CHETaeMOro rojogoM. [IpoMyduBIInCh B 0KUAaHUA HEU3BECTHOTO,

IOHOIIa KPEIKO 3aCHYJI.

IIpocHyscst OH OT CTpaHHOrO OllyHeHUA. YTO-TO MATKOe W TEIUIOE HACTOMYMBO Liaparnasio
TOJIyIO HOTY.

OTkpeIB I1a3a, Beccen yBuaen Ty caMylo KphICy, CUEBILYIO Ha €r0 KOJIEHE U HAIJIO CMOTPSAILY IO
IIpsAMO B I1a3a. Pe3Ko NEpHYBIIUCH BIIEPE, OH CXBAaTWJI 3BEPbKA U MOJHEC K JIMILY.

Beccen cmotpern, Kak Kpbica OellieHO W3BMBAJIACH B €r0 PyKe, MbITasiCh BBIPBATHCS, HO CHJIBI
ObLIIM HEPaBHBI, ¥ BCE MOIBITKH OCBOOOAUTHCS OCTATUCH Oe3ycriemHbl. CJIOBHO OCO3HAB 3TO, 3BEPEK

3aTHUX.

CMmoTps mpsiMO B YEpHBbIE I71a3a KMBOTHOro, Beccen Havyan MeUIeHHO COAB/IMBAaTh KPBICY
B pYKe.

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI KaXk/1yI0 KOCTOUKY, XPYCTEBIIYIO TOJ1 €0 MajbliaMu, BOUTHIBAI KaKAbIN 3BYK,
M3/1aBaeMblii YMHUPAIOIIUM KUBOTHBIM. EMY 1oueMy-To HpaBWJIMCh 3TU ollyieHus. bosee Toro, on
MPAMO-TaKH HACJIAKJAJICA CTPAJAaHUAMU )KABOI'O CYILECTBA.

Ho, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, eMy 3T0 Hajoeno. C CHJION CkaB B pyKe MUILABIIYIO OT OONU KPBICY,
Beccen cHOBa yBHEN MOMYNPO3pavHOE 0OIAYKO, OTACIUBIIEECS OT )KUBOTHOTO.

Kak u paHbllie B KypsITHUKE, OH BIOXHYJI €r0, MTHOBEHHO OIIlyTHB HEOOJIBIION TPHITUB CHII.
— Hy uro, nosyuine? — mpomenTan B rojloBe 3HaKOMBII TOJIOC.

— Jlyumie, — mammHanbHO 0TBETU Beccer, Ho 3ateM crioxBatuJics. — Kto Bb1? U mouemy nomo-
raere MHe?

— CkaxeM Tak, s He JII0OJTIO, KOrjia OOMKaI0T CUPOT, — OTBETHJI TOJIOC. — Ay TeOsl MOM MaJTbUMK,
K TOMY K€ OTMEHHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH K Marum.

— K marun?
Beccen gaxe oTKpbuUT poT OT yausieHus. HacTonbko ero mokupoBasa 3Ta BeCTb.

— a, mo¥t apyr. Tl XOpoIvii Mar, rpaB/a, oKa JIUIIb B oTeHuasne. Ho s mymato, Mbl ObICT-
PEHBKO UCIIPABUM 3TO.

— C yma coittu! — He cnepxaicst Beccein. — S mar! A Bbl TOXe Mar?
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— He Oyny storo orpunarb, — cMesich, OTBETWJI HEBUAUMKA. — Mory Jake yTBep:KAaTh, U4TO
OZIVH U3 JIy4LIMX B 3TOM MUDE.

— A BBl MeH#1 HayuuTe? 1 kak MHe. .. — IOHOILIA 3aHYJICS, — Bac Ha3biBaTh? Pa3 Bl He roBopuTe,
KTO BBI.

— KoneuHo, Hayuy. A Ha3bIBaTh... — HEBUAMMKA HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMSUICS, CJIOBHO HE OXKMJIAJ
TaKoOro Borpoca. — Eciy xenaens, MOXellb Ha3biBaTh MeHs Yuurtenem. [la, na. Xopomas ujaes.
HaspiBailt menst Yuutenem. U pa3 yx s TBOM yuuTesb, a Thl COOTBETCTBEHHO MOW YYEHUK, TO MBI
MO’EM HavaTh NepBblid ypok. Eciiu ThI e1g 3Toro xouerb, MO MaJIbUUK.

— Koneuno, xouy! — Beccen 3amep oT BostHeHUsI, 605ICh IOBEPUTH B IIPOUCXOSILIEE.

— BoT ¥ cilaBHEHBKO, — 3aXUXUKaJl HE3PUMBIN HACTaBHUK. — BOT U ciaBHeHbKO. [1J1s1 Havaia
n30aBUMCH OT ITOTO. ..

IOHo1I1a B3APOTrHYIT OT Pe3KOro 3ByKa CBAIMBIIMXCS C €ro pyk okoB. He Bepsi cBoemMy cuacTsbio,
OH YAMBJIEHHO YCTaBWJICS HA PYKU, MEJICHHO pacTUpasi 3aTEKIINE 3arTsiCThs.

— Dra MaJieHpKas KpbicKa 100aBuia Te0e HEMHOKKO CHJI, MOM IOHBIH IPYT, HO JIy4Ille BCE-TaKu
ellé Te0s mmoajIaTarh.

W ry6s1 Beccena onsath camu co60ii TIpOIIenTaIu:
—9'Kyns...

Bcé ero teno cpasdy ke oKyTasia JIErkas cBersmascs apiMKa. [Ipsgmo Ha ra3ax 3aTsHyJIMCh
PYOILIBI OT OKOB, TIPOMAJIN CUHSIKH, BEPHYJIACh K OOBIYHOMY BUY pa3OuTas ryoa.

Beccen Bctan 1 B M3yMyIeHUH IPUHSLIICA OIynbiBaTh ceOs. Hurne Huuero He 6os1erno, a caM OH
OILIYIIIAJI TaKyl0 OOIPOCTb, CJIOBHO BBICTIAJICS HA MATKOM MIEpUHE, a HE HA XOJIOJHOM IOy KaMephl.

— 3anomMHM 3TO HeOOJbIIoe Mb(UIACKOe 3aKIMHAHUE, Majbil. MHoraa ot 21b(]oB BCE ke
ObIBaeT Kakasi-To MoJb3a, — 3acMestyicsl Yuureis. — Hy a Terepb nonpodyem Koe-4To IOUHTepecHee.

B ronoee Beccena Beruibuio eme ogHo 31bUNACKOe CIOBO.
— IIpencraBb 4TO-HUOYIIB, YTO THI XOTEJ OBl YAAPUTH, MAJIBIII, U IIPOU3HECH ITO 3aKJIMHAHUE.

IOnoma nocMoTpest Mo CTopoHaM, ¥ HUYEro, KpOME Ky4du CeHa y HYKHUKA, My He IPUIIUIO
B roj10By. OH Halle/JIWICS Ha He€ B3MIAOM U THUXO ITPOU3HEC:

- C'Vyyn.
B TO xe MrHOBEHHE YTO-TO HEBUIMMOE YJapHiIo B Kyuy CeHa, pa3MeTaB ero o Bcei Kamepe.

OTIIEBBIBASICh U CTPSXUBAS C ceOs BOHIOUYIO THIUTYIO TPaBy, Beccesl CHOBa yCIIbIIIa XMXUKAIOITHAIA
MENOT YUuTend.
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— Heroxo, Mot Apyr, COBCeM HEIIOX0. XOTh HEMHOTO HeyJIauHbIid BHIOOD I1eJId, HO pa3jiepu
meHda baioM, odeHs gaxe HEII0xo!

— Y10 310 OBLIO?!

Beccel OT HEOXUTAHHOCTH UCITYTaJICsl, O0SICh TIOBEPUTH B TO, UTO CEHYAaC MPOM3OIILIO.

— 310 camoe repBoe 0OEBOE 3aKJIMHAHKE, KOTOPOMY 00yJaloTCsl BCE BOJIIIEOHUKH, MO JIpyT, —
TeTephb B T0JI0CE HACTABHUKA He ObLIO HU KaruTh Becesibsi. — OHO CXKMMAaeT BO3/IyX B HEBUIUMBIH II1ap.

OueHb HJIOTHI)II;'I, X041y 3aMCTUTD. A TH B3IVIAAO0OM YKa3bIBa€lllb MECTO, KyJa XOUYCIIb €ro IocjaaThb.

— A yenoBeka Tak MOKHO? — Beccest He Mor He CITPOCHTh, BCTIOMHHB CBOMX OOMIUYMKOB, BOT ObI
OH 3a/1aJ1 IM XKapy.

Yuutens cHOBa 3aXUXUKAJIL.
— KoHeuHo, MOXHO, MOW MaJIbuuK. S OBl 3aMETHII, UTO B TBOEW CHUTYAIIMU 3TO Jaxe HYKHO.
Terepb y TeOs €CTh BBIXOJ OTCIO[A, TAK YTO CKOPO YBHIUMCS, MOU IOHBIN JIPYT, CKOPO YBUIVMCS,

a ceityac s Te0s1 MOKKMHY, — ¥ TOJIOC MPOMaJl.

[Morpsicénnsiii, Beccen omyctuics Ha KamMeHHBIN 1101, To, 4TO MPOU3OIILIO, CTAIO JJisi HEro
JBEPBIO, BeayIeH B BOMIIEOHBIN MUP Maruu, 3arfisiHyTh 32 KOTOPYIO OH JaXe U He MeuTaJl.

['opuU30HTHI, OTKPHIBIIMECS Tepe HUM, ObUTH MOJ0OHBI BHE3AITHO OKMBIIEH NETCKOW MeuTe.
Mar! OH Tenepp Hactosmumi mar!

[TneBatb, YTO OH yMEET MEHbIIIe CaMOTo 3aXy/1aJI0ro yueHuKa 13 3arafgoynont bammu CioHoBoR
Koctu, rae Haxonuiachk mikosia MaroB ¥ BommeOHun. CamMo HajMuue XOTh KaKMX-TO CIIOCOOHOCTEH
ObLIIO HACTOJILKO 3aMaHYMBO, U4TO Becces 3akMypuil J1a3a v MOorpy3uiics B MEUTaHUS.

«Betep... Marus Berpa, mycTb u camas cnadasi».

Marueii BeTpa U3aBHA BJaJeM 3arajouHble TEMHbBIE Tb(BI, U TO, YTO OH, KaK U TEMHBIC
3J1b(bl, MOT XOTb UyTh-UyTh, HO YIPABJIATh BO3IYIIHOW CTUXHEH, CTPALIHO eMy JibcTuiio. Ho nomro

Mpe/iaBaThCsl MPUATHBIM Ipé3aM Beccery ObU10 He CyKAEHO.

Iocnbimanuee Tsaxeénble mward. C rpOMKMM JISI3TOM OTKpbUIACH TIOpEMHas 1BeEpb, U Beccena
OCJIENIWII SIPKUM CBET.

B kamepy 3amén cTpaxkHUK B IPSI3HOM U 3acajleHHOM MyHaupe. [lonHsB Haj ronooil daker,
OH LIBBIPHYJI Ha IOJI JIOMOTb CyXOro Xj1e0a U KYCOK IUIECHEBOTO ChIpa.

— Jlepu CBOIO XPaTBY, COIUISAK. A TO 3[EITHHAE KPBICH OXUPHEE TeOsT OyayT.
«Ceituac WM HUKOTIa», — MEJIBKHYJIO B rojioBe Beccena.
Pe3ko BEIOpOCUB PyKY B CTOPOHY CTPaKHHMKA, OH BRIKPUKHYJT 3aBETHOE CJIOBO:

- C'Vyyn!
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B TOT %€ MMI, HEBUIMMBIN CUJIbHBIN yIap OTLIBBIPHYJ CTPaXHUKA Ha3aja B Kopugop. [locisl-
I1aJICs TIIyXOM 3BYK IAJAIOLIETo Teja, U HACTYINJIA TULIHHA.

HemHoro nonoxpaas, 10HOIIA OCTOPOKHO IIArHyJl K MPOEMY JIBEPY U BBIMJISAHYJI B KOPUAOP.
CTpaskHHMK HETIOIBUXKHO Jieskall Bo3Jie cTeHbl. OH sIBHO ObUT €3 CO3HAHUS WU JIae MEPTB, HO MPO-

BEPATH HE OBLIIO HU BPEMCHH HU KCJIAHWA.

[NonHsB ¢ nona ¢ake, y3HUK MOCHEINIT yOpaThCsl MOAANbINE OT KaMephl.

&k

Beccen octopoxkHO 11E1 10 KOPUIOPY, CTApasiCh HE MPOU3BOAUTH HU Majieiiiero 3syka. OH
JBUTAJICS OECIITYMHO, JIUIIH (haKesl THXO MOTPECKUBAII, pa30pachiBast BOKPYT SPKUE UCKPHI.

Ha iyt To M zeso monajganuch KpbiChl, MOMEHTAJIBHO yOeraloliye Mmpy ero MmpuoImkeHuy,
CJIOBHO HEZIaBHsIs1 'MOEb TOBAPKU COOOIIMIIA UM 00 ONMAcHOCTH, UCXOISIIEH OT 9TOr0 ABYHOTOrO.

Ha ero cuactee, kpoMe Kpbic €My HUKTO He Nonajicsi Ha ImyTu. Bekope, Brepeau nokasaiach
JIBEPb.

3arymus ¢aken B HeOOJBIION JTyKHIIe Ha TIoTy, Beccest mogomen k el U OCTOPOKHO TOTSHYJ
3a pyuKy. [IpMOTKpBIB HEMHOTO ABEPH, OH 3aIVISAHYJI BHYTPb.

3a Hell HaxoauIach HeOOJbIIIAst KOMHATYIIKA, B KOTOPOW CTOSLI TPyOO CKOJIOYEHHBIH CTOJ U JIBE
TaKMX K€ JIABKHU. 3a CTOJIOM, TI0]] HEPOBHBI CBET OrapKa CBeUM, UTPaM B KapThl IBa CTPAKHUKA.

Becces THCTUHKTUBHO OTIIPSAHYJI Ha3aj. THXO IPUTBOPUB IBEPb, OH 3aKPbUI IV1a3a U IPUKAJICH
CIMHOM K XOJIOJIHOM KaMEHHOU CTeHe KOpUIOopa.

Mumo cTpaxHUKOB eMy He3aMeueHHbIM He TpoiiTu. Ho 1 cripaBUTBCS ¢ IBYMSI BOOPYKEHHBIMU
B3POCJIBIMA MYKYMHAMU OH HE CMOXET, IaXKE C HOBBIM 3aKJIMHAHUEM.

Ha kakoe-To MrHOBeHMe ero oxBaTuia aHUKa.
«Bcé! Konert. MeHst kA€t cmepTh!»

Beccen nuxopalogHO TBITANICS HAWTH KaKOW-HUOYIb BBIXOA M3 TPYIHOH CUTYallUH, U TYT OH
BCITOMHMJI TO, C YETO BCE HAYAJIOCh.

Bapaku... Crpaxnuku... KpoBasblii TymaH... CioBo...
«Cnoso! HykHO BCIIOMHUTB TO CJIOBO!»

Beccen HanpAr namsTh, HO, Kak Ha3J10, HE MOT' BCIOMHUTb.
«Iappa... Her, ve To. lllacccpa... Toxe Het!»

B oryasgHMM oH 3aKycu ryoy.
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«[accap... Bpone noxoxe... Bcmomuun!» — Beccen eqpa caepxkain paJoCTHBIN KPHK.

Ve He TasAch, OH Pe3KO pacrnaxHy’ aAsepb. O0a CTpakHMKAa HA MTHOBEHHUE OIEIIWIIH, KOrja
niepes UX I71a3aMy BO3HHK IMOWMAaHHBIN y OapakoB Xy/IOW Y€PHOBOJIOCHIN MApEHEK.

B komHatyIIKe MOBHCIA 3BEHSAIIAs TUIIMHA. Becce mardy Buepen U u3aeBaTebCKy YiIbo-
HYJICA.

— AX ThI, ackyga! — OiMH U3 CTPAKHUKOB OPOCHJI KapThl M BCKOYMJI CO CKaMbH, BHIXBAThI-
Bas MeY.

W B 3T0T MUT TyOBI IOHOIIY MPOIIETITAIN KAaKOe-TO CTPAHHOE CJIOBO. ..
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I'nasa 3. Hauajso nmytu

[Mpomuto aBa aHs nocine nodera Beccena.

Torna, B IOA3EMEJIbE, EMY KPYIIHO ITOBE3JIO. KOMHaTYIJ_IKa, rg€ Cuaciim ABOC HECUYACTHBIX
CTPa’)KHHUKOB, 3dKaHYNBAJIaCb emie OHHOﬁ ABEPBIO, KOTOPAadA, Kak BbIACHUIIOCH, BEJIA BO BHYTPCHHHfI
ABOP 3aMKa.

IOHOI_HC, SHAOIIEMY BCE€ MECTHBIC 3dKOYJIKU KdK CBOU IIATH MAJIbLIEB, HE COCTAaBUJIO OOJIBIIIOTO
Tpyaa 3aTepATbCA B HUX U MIEPEKIAATh O BE€YE€pa B YKPOMHOM YTOJIKE.

C HAaCTYIVICHUEM CYMEPEK, OH CBO60,HHO HpOH_IéJ'I CKBO3b OTKPBITBIE BOPOTA 3aMKa U 4€PE3
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHIA PpacTBOpUJICA B 6n1/13ne>1<a1ueM IIOIJIECKE.

Tononubiit, ycTaBimii 1 00031EHHBIN, Beccen Opoaut Mo OKpecTHbIM JiecaM, MUTAsICh ATOJAMU,
rpudaMu ¥ IUKUMHU KPOJIMKAMU, KOTOPBIX €My YIaBaJIOCh TIOIOUTh 3aKJIMHAHUSIMH.

He ocMenuBasich BHIXOAUTD U3 Yallly Ipu CBETE JHA, OH OBLT BBIHYKJICH ITOCTOSAHHO ITPATATbhCA,
TaK KaK MECTHOCTb BOKPYT 3aMKa U ropoa HpOLIéCLIBaJII/I OTpAAbl CTPAKHUKOB U erepefx’l.

He Ttakyio u3Hb OH MpeAcTaBsl cebe Mocie TOro, Kak OBJaJeN TaWHBIMU 3HAHUSIMHU.
Ho cynp0a pacniopsianiiach Tak, 4To MOJIOJOM Mar CTaJl U3roeM, Ha KOTOpPOro Obuia 00bsIBJIEHa OXOTa.
Tenepp M000M, Aaxe CTapblil JJeCHUK AJIBBHX, C KOTOPBIM IOHBIN Beccen Korma-to BMecTe Opoaui
10 JiecaM, 0e3 pa3roBOpOB BCAUT €My CTpeJTy B CIIHHY.

B xakoii-To MOMEHT I0HOIIIA OTYAsIICS 1 Ja)ke XOTeJI cIaThCs Ha MUJIOCTh conaaTtaM. Ho mMeHHO
TOraa N3MCH4YMBaA (pOpTYHa peumriia naTb EMy MaJIEHbKWH IIIaHC. ..

&Kk

Hacrynan ouepennoii pacceet. KyTtasce B 0OpbIBKM Of€KIbI,

Beccen CIlaJl, CBEPHYBIIUCH KaJIAYMKOM B KOPHAX OEPEBa, KOrga €ro pa36yzu/ma I'pOMKasd
pyradb Ha HE3HAKOMOM S3bIKEC. B HCITYI€ OH BCKOYUJI Ha HOI'K U XOTEJI YIKE 110 IIPUBBIYKE IATb I[épy,
HO Ha 9TOT pa3 JIIOOOMBITCTBO NEPECUINIIO OCTOPOKHOCTD.

IIpocTosiB cekyHAy B pa3lyMbsX, IOHOLIA THMXO HApaBUJICA B CTOPOHY, OTKY/A JIOHOCHJIMChH
KPUKHU.

INonoiiast K rycTbIM 3apOCiisiM OpEIIHUKA, OH aKKypaTHO pa3/iBUHYJ BETKU PYKOW M yBHUIEN
CKBO3b JINCTBY HIMPOKYIO Tpory. Ha Hel, yBsI3HYB B IUTyOOKOH KoJiee, CTosila HeOOublIasi Tejiera
C 3anpsDKEHHBIM B HE€ KOPEHACTBIM TIOHH, a PSIOM C TTOBO3KOH, I'POMKO OpaHsCh M pa3MaxuBast
pyKaMu, KPyTHJICS] CAaMblid HACTOSILLMIA THOM.

Beccen emié Hukorna B *KWU3HU He BUAET THOMOB. TOJIBKO CIIBIIIA O HUX U3 MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX
pacckra3oB CTaporo TCOILOpI/IXEl, " CyId 1O NIOBCACHUIO U BHEITHOCTU XO35IMHA IIOHU, CJIyra €ro OTHa
HE CUJIbHO IIpUBUPAJI B CBOUX UCTOPUAX.
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I'pomornacHblii Bagesner Tejery, Kak 1 MoJIoKeHO BCeM THOMaM, ObLT HU3KOTO pocTa, KOpeHa-
CTBII, C KOPOTKMMH MYCKYJIUCTBIMH pyKamu. JIMIio THOMa yKpariaa rycras peikast opoya, a yepes
KPYIJIyI0 OOBETPEHHYIO IIEKY TAHYJICS OOPIOBBIN IIpaM.

Ha mmpokoii MoImHo# crnivHe Brcena Ooblnast OecTsias CeKupa ¢ MOIMyKpPyIJibiM JIE3BHEM,
YKpAIIEHHBIM 3aTEIJIMBBIM OPHAMEHTOM U HETIOHATHBIMU 151 Beccena cumBoaMu.

IOHo1ma, pacKpbIB POT, CMOTPEJI HA Pa3BEPHYBLIYIOCS ME€PE]l HUM KapTUHY.

I'HOM, TBIXTS, Kak MapoBOW arperar, Oe3yCNelrHO TMHITAJICS CABUHYTb TeJery, MOATOHSs
nomans. Ho ynpsiMblil OHK He XeJlasl TPOraThCsl C MECTa, UTO M BBI3BIBAJIO IPOMKYIO OpaHb.

XpycTHyBIIasd 1o Horod Beccenla BeTka HacTopoxkuiia HOMa. BpocuB Tesnery, oH copBai
CO CIIMHBI CEKUPY U, IPUTHYBILKUCH, IIATHYJ K KyCTaM.

— Xaii u pyHHyM! Xaart ac koma y TOr XxaJijia XxeHaypHap ¢pupup opan xodyc!!! — BHIKpUKHYI
OH, MPUOTMAKASCH K 3aPOCIISIM.

WcnyranHelil 10HOIIA IIATHYJ HA JOPOTY M Ha BCAKMI CIIy4ail oKa3aJl MycThle JIAIOHU.

— 51 He Boopyx€H. [IpocTO OOBIYHBIN Ty THHK.

— 3Halo s TAKMX IyTHUKOB, — C JIETKMM aKIIEHTOM CKa3aJl THOM Ha BceoOIeM s3bike. — CTout
TOJIBKO 3€BHYTb, U TYT XK€ IMOJYYHIIb KMHka1 B OOK. A Hy JaBaii-Ka MOAHUMH PYKU U 3aMpH.
W cmotpu MHe, uyToOBI Oe3 1yToK. He To ObICTpO cTaHels HUke B POCTe Ha OJHY T'OJIOBY.

Beccen mokopHO MOAHSIT PyKH U 3aMep, YTOObI He CIIPOBOLIMPOBATH THOMA.

TOT OCTOPOKHO MOJOIIEN K HEMY U, TIEPEJIOKUB TOIIOP B JIEBYIO PYKY, MPaBoi OBICTPO OOI1Ia-
PUJI €T0 Ha HAJIMYMEe OPYXHUsl. 3aKOHUYMB OCMOTP, THOM OTOIIENT HAa HECKOJIBKO IIAroB HA3a/1 U C MOA0-
3peHUEM TPUIILY PHIICS.

— 41 He rpabuTenp, — Beccen cyopokHO CITIOTHYJT KOM B ropiie.

— Jla BUXKY yXke, 4TO He TpaduTesib, — THOM 3a0pOCHII CEKUpPY 0OpaTHO 3a ChHHY. — Yero 1o
ThI €3 OpYKUs T10 JiecaM IUIsenbesi? A Hy Kak Ha 3Bepsl HAPBEIICS WM TOTO XyKe — Ha OpOYbIO
Oany. 3BaTh-TO TeOS Kak?

— Beccen.

Coo0pa3zuB, 4TO HUKTO €ro yOUBaTh He COOMpPAETCs, I0HOIA PacciIaOIeHHO OITYyCTHIT PYKH.

— IousarHo... Hy a s ®pop, — ynsioHysncst raom. — Kyna myTh-To Iepxuiiib, Oegonara?

Beccen 3amsuics. Ckazarh MpaBjy OH HE MOT, a COBPaTh HAJI0 TOXKE C YMOM.

13, 8 KycTax! Me[yIeHHO BBIXOM U JIep;KU PYKH Hajl TOJIOBOM! (A3biKk 2HOMO8).
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— CkpbiBaeliibcsi oT Koro? Xotst He oTBevaid. M Tak BUKY, UTO MPSYEIIbCsl, — YXMBUIbHYJICS
B Oopory Dpop.

— Hudero s He. .. — momnsITaszacs 0OMaHyTh THOMA IOHOIIIA, HO TOT MPEPBaJl €ro B3MaXOM PYKH.

— Tl naBaii He 10711 TYT, KaK MbduUiiKa nepes nepBoit OpauHoit Houblo. [To Tebe k cpa3y BUAHO.
Bech rps3HbIiA, B pBaHbe, I71a3a BOH 10 CTOPOHAM OeraioT. A Hy paccKasblBail, 4TO HATBOPUJI, TTOKA
HE OTIPaBJI TeOsI B 3aMOK.

Beccen onycrun rasa.

—IIpoctute nourenHsiii @pop. MeHst iyt 3a BOpoBCTBO. A cupota 1 Ha 6azape XOTeNn yKpacTh
xJ1e0, TIOTOMY UTO HE €J1 yKe JJBa JHS... — COJIrajl OH, HE MOPTHYB IJIa30M.

—3x 18l... [opembika, — B3mIsa1 Ppopa cpazy cmsaryawmics. — [laBaii-ka, 1yisi Hayasa, Teds Hakop-
MUM, a 3aTeM TMOAyMaeM, 4To ¢ TOOOM AesaTh, — U CepIOOOTbHBIN 'HOM I0JIe3 B TEJIETy 3a CHEJIbIO.

[NopsiBIIMCH TaM, OH IOBEpHYJIcs K Becceny, aepika B pykax NPUIMYHBINA KYCOK KECTKOU KOH-
CKOM Koyt0ackl U OyXaHKy Xjeoa.

—V Hac TyT, KOHEYHO, He Xap4yeBHs MPU 3aMKe, HO eCTh MOXkHO. Tarium-Ka cioga cBou KOcTu!

OrosiofaBIumii 3a THU CKUTaHWM, I0HOIIIA C ’KaJJHOCThIO HAKUHYJICA Ha eay. JaBsach u Kaiuiss,
OH OTKYCHIBAJI OOJTBIIINE KYCKU U, HE Y, MBITAJICS MX Cpa3y MPOIJIOTHTS.

— ITonerye, mason, mosierdye, — 3acMesIJICS THOM. — DIaK U IIOJaBUTHCA HELOITO!

— VMmxy, — OypKHYJI ¢ HAOMTBIM pToM Beccern, Brppizasch B Kouoacy.

I'HoM no-oTeuecku MOCMOTpesT Ha HEeTro, MOKauMBasi FOJIOBOA.

— Yro % MHe ¢ ToOO0I ropeMbluHbIM Jienath? BoT Benp... Hemb3s Tebe B 3aMOK-TO COBaThCSI.
Cuanatot cpazy. Kak ects ropopio. I MopruyTh He ycrieeliib. .. — ®pop 3axymancs, HO TOTOM XJIOM-
HYJl pyKoW 1o myckyucToil jistkke. — [Ipuayman! Ioexamu co MHO# B Hauy aepeBHI0? Basoém
B ITyTH OJTHO Becesiee. A Kak JoOepéMcs, s MOroBopio co crapedmuamu. OHU TeOst OTIIPABAT, Ky/a
3aX04elllb, XOTb B caM AJIEH.

Beccen nogHs r71a3a, He Bepsi YCIIBIIIIAHHOMY, B OJHOUYAChe, 3a0bIB PO I'OJIOf ¥ BCE OCTAIHOE.

— Ilourennsiir ®pop...

— Y0 THI BCE 3as1a11, IOYTEHHBIN J1a IOYTEHHBIN! — BCKUHYJICSI THOM. — 30BUM MEHSI IIPOCTO
®pop, Hy um mactep Ppop, eciiu yx HERMETCS.

- XOpOIHO, — INOKOPHO COIJIaCUJICS IOHOIIA.

OH yxe 1 Iymath MepecTai O TOM, Kak BIOpaThcs OTCI0fIA, a TYT cyap0a caesana eMy Takoi
TMO/IAPOK.
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— Bor Tak-To nyuine! — yisiOHyIICs HOBBIN 3HaKOMBIN Beccena. — Hy, naBaid, uro i, 1)1 Hadasa
BBITSTHEM TeJIeTy U3 STOU sIMbI, Oy/Ib OHA MPOKJIATA.

— C ynoBosscTBreM, Mactep ®@pop! — Ha Jyiiie y mapHs CTaJIo 3aMETHO CIIOKOWMHEN.

[Nonco6uB rHOMY € TeIerou, OH 3alpbITHYJ B IOBO3KY, M OHU TPOHYJIMCh B MYTb.

IMo nopore Beccen 1 rHoM pasroBapuBaiy, myTuim. FOnoma y3Ham, uto Ppop, Kak u ero orell,
a el paHbllie 1 ero je, ObUl CTpaHCTBYIOIMM ToproBiieM. Bosuin B IlITyTTrapr Ha oOMeH opyxue,
JOCTIEXH U Pa3IMYHbIe MHCTPYMEHTHI. OOpaTHO BE3 METKOBbIE TKAHH, JOPOrOe BUHO U MPOYUI TOBAP,
KOTOPBIT THOMBI HE MOTJIM CaMH TTPOU3BECTH.

3a 3T0 BpeMs OHU JakKe YCIEeIN KPEIKO CAPYKUTHCH.

&k

Tak, He3amMeTHO MMPOJIETEJIO ABA OHA.

[pu cBeTe cosHIla OHU €Xaju 1O TPAKTY, a KOrla TEMHEJIO, OCTAHABIMBAJIMCH Y KaKOH-HUOYIb
TaBepHbl. Ho Bckope Ge3omacHast 1opora KOHUMIIACh.

Jlasbiie myTh B JEpEBHIO THOMOB Jiekaul uyepe3 Pasrpabnennsie paBHUHBL. HazpiBamch oHU Tak
HECIpocTa, Kak o0bsicHnI Ppop, U MyTHUKaM 371eCh HY)KHO ObUIO CMOTPETh B 00a.

B 3Ty MecTHOCTB CO BCEX CTOPOH CTEKAJIMCh pa3HbIe JIOOUTEM JIETKOW HaKUBBI, kesast 000-
FaTUTHCS 32 CUET THOMOB-ITyTEILIECTBEHHUKOB, KOTOPBIE 10 TOW WJIM MHOM MPUYMHE HE MOIJIM BOC-
I0JIb30BaThCA yeayramu nopraia B Ilryrrrapre.

— INoenem nopasnsiiie OT TpakTta, — BronkoBeBas Ppop. — [lotomy uTto exars no gopore 6e3
CUJIbHOH OXpaHBbl OylIeT ITyro. Y:ke He OJVH 'HOM OCTaBUJI 371€Ch HE TOJIBKO CBOE A0OPO, HO U JKU3Hb.
Ha camux-1o paBHMHaX OYE€Hb MAJICHbKMI IIAHC HAPBATHCS HA HENIPUATHOCTU. A €C/U BCE ke BAPYT
HE TIOBE3€ET, ¥ Mbl HATKHEMCSI Ha KOT0, TO 3TO OYAyT HeOOJIbIIINE [ITIAKH B IBa-TPH YEIOBEKA, TAK KaK
KpYIHbIE ¥ CUJIbHBIE OaHIIBI IepKaT camble JJAKOMbIE KyCKH Ha JJOpOTe.

I'Hom 00epHYJICS U CKeNITUYECKH OIIsifieN Liyrioro Beccena.

— ThI ¢ opykueM oOparaTbCsI-TO yMeelb?

— He 3na0... B ACTCTBE OTEI] MBITAJICA HAYUUTD. .. — CMYTHJICA IOHOIIA.

He pacckasbiBaTh jke THOMY, UTO €AMHCTBEHHBIM OpY:KHEM, KOTOPOE OH JiepiKall B pyKax, Obuia
urpyieyHas cabesyibka, rmoJapeHHasi MaTepbio B JAJIEKOM JETCTBE.

— JlamHo, JIOBM Ha BCSAKMIA ClTyvaii! — Ha KojieHn Becceny muénmHysicst O0JbIION KUHXKA B OJie-
CTAIIIUX IlépHI)IX HOXHax.

IOHoma MeneHHO BHITAHYN KIMHOK. Ha oTnonMpoBaHHOM [0 3epKasibHOTO OJiecKa Jie3BUM
ObLIM BHIOUTHI TAMHCTBEHHbIE PYHBI, & BJOJIb KET00a TAHYJICS MaTOBBIA PUCYHOK BUHOTPATHOH JIO3bI.
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Beccern, 3arauB JpixaHue, O1aroroBeiiHO CMOTpEJT Ha MIEPBOE B €0 )KU3HU HACTOSIIIEE OpYIKHE.

— Pabota rHoMOB, — HeOpexkHO Opocri u3-3a mieda Ppop. — 1o Tede He bhuiickue 3y00-
YUCTKU.

— Ha-a-a, — Bocxutuicst Beccen, ubk ieTckue haHTa3uM OKUBAJM HA IJ1a3ax.

Hacrosimmii kuHzkal, Ja emé U BHIKoBaHHBIN rHoMaMu. COBCEM KaK OH MedTall.

— Jocriexu Obl T€Oe. .. XOTh caMble IJIOXEHbKHE. SI-TO CBOM HEe CHUMAl0, — THOM 3BOHKO CTYKHYJT
ceOs no rpyau. — Ho tebe mpeanoxuts Heuero. Tak uto ThI 3710... [ToocTopokHei. 3psi HA pOKOH
HE JIe3b.

bimxe k HOun Ppop ckoMaHIOBAJI ITPUBAJL.

— OroHb He pa3BOAUTH, & TO IPUMAHUM I'padHTeNel, — THOM OIACIUBO OIJISIIEIICS [0 CTOPOHAM.

He6o crpeMuTenbHO TEMHENO, 2 HOUM B 3THUX MECTaX HACTYIaJId OYeHb ObICTPO.

— Xoporo, — Becce Bo BcéM ObLT TOTOB ciymarbest @popa: myTKa Jid, HoueBaTh Ha paBHUHAX,
TMOJIHBIX pPa30OHUKOB?

— INoemum XOMOAHOE U CraTh. 3aBTPa, €CIM MOBE3ET, jodepémcs a0 OrmioTa, a TaM B 00XO[.

— Yro 3a Omiot?

— Omnot? [la Tak... — @pop yke paccTesui IJIOTHOE IMIEPCTSHOE ONEsI0O U TOTOBWICS TIPU-
nedb. — Ctapasi KpernocTb, 4yepe3 KOTopylo UAET TpakT. [Ipexae TaMm Haxoauscs TapHU30H CONAAT,
oxpaHsABUIMX Mpoxo]. Ho motoM 4to-to ciyumsock, ¥ BOICKa OTTyaa yuuiM. A ceityac B Oruiore
3acest OMHOPYKHiA TOPKBOJIBI CO CBOE OAH/ION.

— TopkBonba?

— Ha. I'nmaBapb camoii KpynHO# maiiky Ha paBHuHax. Ho yepe3 OmioT Mbl He MOMIEM, KaK s
yxke ckazai. EcTb TailHasi THOMbSI Tpona, KOTOPYIO. . .

BHesarHblil TpPOMKHUI CBUCT NepedrI THOMA.

— Bot nemonsl, Hakapkai! — @pop BCKOYMI Ha HOTH, CXBATUB C 3eMJIH Torop. — Pa3zooiHuku!
Hy Hazno sxe 6bU10 Tak Biasnarbes!

OTKyzaa-To U3 TEMHOTBI BbUIETEJIA CTPEJIa M CO 3BOHOM OTCKOUMJIA OT 3aLIUIIEHHON I0CTIEXaMU
IpyAy FHOMA.

— XpeHa BaM KO3JMHOTO! — KPUKHYJI B TeMHOTY Ppop, OBICTPO CHPSATABIIMCH 32 BHICOKUMU
OopTamu Tesern. — A Thl 4ero BcTaj ctonoom?! — mpommries oH Becceny, v 10HOMIA, BRI U3 CTY-
1opa, OJHUM IPbIKKOM OKa3aJICsl PSIIOM C THOMOM.

®pop ¢ gocagoi BIIVISAHYJ HA CTPEHOKEHHOTO TIOHM.
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— Jlomasp OBl HE MOACTPETMIT MEP3aBIIbL.
— D, THOM! — KpUKHYJIM U3 TeMHOTHI. — JlaBaii mo-xopoiemy paszoiaémcs. OctaBisiii 3/1ech
Tesiery ¢ 6apaxJiom, U TONOPUK He 3a0y/b Tya MOJ0XUTh. Toraa ocTaHeTech C COCYHKOM KHBBI U 3710-

POBBI!

— Bcero-to? A nopTku Mou He HykHbI? — BBIKpUKHYJ Ppop B oTBeT. — Cexue! Beero Heneno
Houry! [Toutn He maxHyT!

— Hemnaii, uto roBopsit! U Oyaere KuTh!

— He pomwics emé takoit Opopsira, 94ToObl YKa3biBaTh CBOOOAHOMY rHOMy! MoskeT, Ha30-
BEIIbCS, pa3 XpaOpblil TAKON? — ¥ THOM MOAMUTHYJI IOHOIIIE.

— 3auem? Xouenb 3HaTh, KTO TeOs1 6€3 TOPTOK OCTaBUT? — 3aCMESUTUCh B TEMHOTE.

— Xouy 3HaTh, HA YbM TPYMHI s IOMOYYCh Yepe3 nomyaca! — KpukHya1 Ppop U MOBEPHYIICS
K Becceny. — Hazto ux pa3o3iuth nosyuiiie, MsAMIIb, BBUIE3YT C TEMHOTBI, — THOM OCTOPOKHO BBITJISI-
HYJI 13-32 OOpTa MOBO3KH. — TONBKO ThI aKKypaTHe!, CMOTPH PO CTPENIKA-TO He 3a0yb.

Byaro moatBep:kaasi ero cloBa, U3 TEMHOTHI BbUIETENa BTOpAsi CTpesa, C TPOMKUM CTYKOM
BOH3MBIIAsACA B Tesiery. [HOM, 3aCThIB, Kak U3BasiHUE, HECKOJIBKO pa3 ObICTPO MOpPrHyI. [pokaras
cTpesa Topyaia OyKBaJbHO B BOJIOCKE OT €ro IIEeKH.

— ¥V HuxX Tam 311b(), UTO JIM? — npoinentan oH cede moxd Hoc. — Jlanrapen psaHIUHE Xopa'?. ..

— A 4ro 310 3HauUT? — cripocui Beccesn, OnATh YCIbIIIaB THOMBIO peUb.

®pop cKOCHII I71a3 B €0 CTOPOHY.

— Hamén xorna cnpammBare. ITotom pacckaxy... Ecim yTpo KUBBIMU BCTPETUM.

— Hy uro, rHOM, yero pemmn? — CHOBa pa3aanoch U3 TeMHOTHI. — Ce0st He jKaJIKo, TaK MaJIblia
noxa’ei!

— Ce0s mox... — XoTen OblI0 KpUKHYTh Beccern, Ho ®@pop ObICTpO 3aKal eMy poT TBEPIOH,
Kak JIEpeBO JIAJOHBIO.

— I-mr... Tuxo... JlaBait 3a MHOU, — ¥ THOM 0€33ByYHO, HECMOTPSI Ha KaXXYIIyIOCsl HEMOBO-
POTJIMBOCTb, CKOJIb3HYJI B TEMHOTY.

Beccen, crapasich He TPOM3BECTH ITyMa, IMOCJeOBAT 3a CBOMM ToBapuiieM. Hudero He Buis
riepes; coOOM, OH MPOTIO3 HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB, TIOKa He YTKHYJICS JIOOM B IPUTAUBIIIETOCS] THOMA.

— Kya... — xoten ObUIO CIIPOCUTH OH MIENOTOM, HO €My OISITh 3aKasla POT KECTKAsk THOMbS
JIaJIOHb.

12 ITpoxisAThIE Mb(MUICKUE IITIOXH. .. (S3bIK 2HOMOB).
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®pop THXO nocTyya najblieM eMy 110 TOJI0BE U MEJUIEHHO MOKa3all Kyla-To Brepén. Beccen
BIVISIZIEJICSI B TEMHOTY M €/JBa He BCKPUKHYJI, YBU/IEB HA HEOOJIBIIIOM PACCTOSIHUM JABUXKYIITYIOCS TEHb.

I'HoMm omsTh TocTydan eMy 1o Oy, mpuBjiekass BHUMaHue. [I0ToM 4To-TO M300pa3ui majb-
1IaMH, TIOKa3bIBasi TO Ha ceOs1, TO Ha Hero, TO Ha MPATABIIErocs BIepeau pa30oiHHUKA.

Hwuuero He nouss, Beccen BUHOBATO ITOKaJI IIEYaMU.

®pop pa3pakEHHO MaxHYJI PyKOU U, TIOyI0OHEee MepexBaTUB CEKUPY, MPUCENT Ha TIOTYCOTHY-
ThIX HOrax.

— Bappa!!! — BHe3anmHO pa3opBa HOYHYIO TUIIMHY OOEBOM KJIMY THOMOB.

OT HeoxuAaHHOCTH, NepenyraHHbiii Beccen eapa He myctui neryxa, a @pop, pe3Bo OTTOJK-
HYBILUCH OT 3€MJIM, ITPBITHYJI BIIEPEL.

CHyCTH MI'HOBCHHEC, HA TOM MECTE I'’IC HAXOAUJIACh TCHb, pa3aaJjiCAd 3BOH CTaJIU U FpOMKI/Iﬁ KpHK.

IOHoma Gpocuiics Briepén, kejas X0Th Kak-TO IOMOYb HOBOMY Jpyry. Ho monbexas, noHsu,
YTO YK€ BCE KOHUEHO.

['HoMm crosi, onepIvch Ha CEKUPY, M CMOTPET KyJia-TO BJaJlb. Y €ro HOT, B TEMHOM JTyKe KPOBU
JexKaJ TpyI.

— Try THI. YOk IPOKJISATHIN, — THOM C JOCA[bI CILTIOHYJI.
— Kak y6exan? — ve nonsin Beccen. — A 310 KT0? — 1okasaj OH Ha MEPTBOTO pa300MHUKA.
— Bropoii, roBopio, yoexai.

— Hy, oT rHOMa TOJBKO KaJieKa He cMOT Obl yOekaTh, — HACMEIIUIMBO MTPOU3HEC PSIOM eIlé
OIIMH HE3HAKOMBIH TOJI0C.

[Nepenyrannbiii Beccen, cynopokHO ckaB KUHKaJ, MArHya noomke Kk ®@popy, 1moj 3amuTy
ero cekupsl. Ho TOT BAPYr pyXHyJI BHU3 U AEPHYJI IOHOLLY 3a HOTY, [IOBAJIUB €0 Ha 3EMIIIO.

— II-m1... Bor u sykaps... — THOM HACTOPOKEHHO BIVISABIBAJICS B TEMHOTY. — i, JJIMHHO-
yXU! — KPUKHYJI OH JIyYHHUKY, CIPSATaB TOJIOBY 32 IIMPOKUM Jie3BHeM Tonopa. — [lonro Tam cuuersb

coOpasicsa? A To MHe pa3roBopsl BecTu Hekora! Jlen mosHo!

— Hano xe, 3aHATOM Kakol. A Kak e 3a Ipoxoj 3ariaTuth? XOTs 0 YEM s, ’KaTHOCTh THOMOB
BOIILTA B JIETEH/IbI! — paccMesiyicsi HEBUVIMBIA COOECe/THUK.

— Thl MHE TYT ITPO KATHOCTH-TO HE ueln! — B3besicss Ppop. — M3ganeka Bbl Bce MacTepa s3bIKOM
tpenath! Jlyunie cioga nononau, eciny NomkuiIky He Tpscytcs! TyT u motonkyem.

— Hy, pa3 30BE€l1b, TO OTYETO U HE OTOJIKOBATh?
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Cryctst napy MrHOBEHUH NEpe UX I71a3aMUA BO3HUK CTPOMHBIN CHITYIT.

— Dnbuiika, — BOCTOP)KEHHO BBIJOXHYJ Becces, MOAHABIIMCH, HA HOTM M OIJISIIEB HOUHYIO
TOCTBIO.

Paz6oitauiia Gpu1a IpUMEPHO OTHOTO ¢ HUM pocTa. TOHKHI cTaH obOseraia KopuyHeBast KypTKa
13 MSATKOW BBIJIEJTAHHON KOXW. 3a CIIMHOW BUJIHEJICS M3TrMO JIyKa U CTPeJIbl B KOJTYaHe.

Kpacora He3HAKOMKM MoTpsAcaa.

ToHkue apyucToKpaTUyHbIe YepThl Juia. OrpoMHbIE I71a3a, aKKypaTHBI HOC, KpacuBasi JIMHUS
ry0. HemHoro yBenu4eHHble, 10 YeJI0BeUeCKMM MepKaM, 3a0CTPEHHBIE KBEPXY YIITH, IPOIJISIIBIBAIO-
M€ CKBO3b JIOKOHBI 30JI0TBIX BOJIOC, HE MOPTUJIM, @ HA0OOPOT, MOAYEPKUBAIN HE3EMHYIO KPacoTy

IMbPUIKY.

— TwI crpensia? — oOpaTiiics K pa3d0HUIIE THOM, W, OPOCHB OBICTPBIN B3MJIsA]] Ha3a 1, TOJTKHYII
TJIEYOM 3aCTHIBIIETO OT BocTopra toHoiry. — CITIoHH-TO TIonOepH.

Anbuiika HACMENUIMBO MoXkaJa MJIeYaMH.
—Hy sa. Y yt0?

— Tr? — rHOM BIpYT pacxoxoTaics. — A uto npomazana? Kocornazas anp kpuBopykas? Wb
U TO, U Jipyroe?

CocrpsinaB HacMenuuByo MuHy, @pop noepHysics kK Becceny.
— CMmoTpu, MepBbIi pa3 BIKY KPHBOPYKOTO M BIOOABOK KOCOTIIA30T0 /bda.

— OcroposkHel co CI0OBaMH, THOM, — TIPUIIypUjIach pa3oorHuIa. — He To mpogomkuib myTh
0e3 CBOMX MPUUMHIAIOB. 32 MPOXOJ IUIATUTL-TO Oy/elh?

— Mowu npuurHIanel Bceraa ObLIM MPU MHE, M OCTaHYTCS TaM e M Mocjie MOed CMepTH, —
omepuiicst @pop. — Hukorna 3a mpoes He IIaTiI U He coorpaiock. Ecii 3akoHYMIa TpenaThesl, TO
JOCTaBail CBOIO POraTKy CO CTpeJiaMH U IOCMOTPUM KTO KOTO. A HET, TaK BaJld K JIEMOHaM C 10poru!

—3Haemnb. .. C nercTBa He MoOWIA TYKH, — C HAUTPAHHOM CKYKOH B rojioce cKaszasia b(uiika,
MeJJIEHHO CHAMAsI CO CIIMHBI JIYK C KOYaHOM M Opocasi uxX B TpaBy. — [109ToMy 1 mpoMaxHYyJ1ach.

®pop AOBOIBHO OCKJIAOMIICS].

— Hapno xe! 3amobuts, uto u, 10 cMepTH permmia? K Mbl 3T0... He TPOTUB. TOJBKO Yyp
s1 IEPBBIH.

— 4 xe npegynpexiaana, THOM! — B pyKe IPEKPacHOW HE3HAKOMKM BO3HMK JJIMHHBIA TOHKUIA
kuHXal. — OcropoxHei co cnoBamu. [lomHMIIb?

Hwuuero we otBetnB, @pop pe3ko BHIOPOCHII pyKy € TOMOpOM Brepén. Beccen paxe He pasris-
nen apwxenus. Ho anbduiika HEMOCTHKMMBIM 00pa30M CMOTJIa YBEPHYThCSI.
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BrInpsAMUBIIKCH, OHA HACMEIILIMBO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha THOMA.
— 9710 BCE, HA YTO THI CIIOCOOEH?
U TyT 10HOI11a BrIepBbIE 3aMeTHIT Ha Juiie Ppopa TeHb HEYBEPEHHOCTH, CMEIIIAHHOM CO CTPaXOM.

BHOBb ¥ BHOBb aTakysi 37b(pUIKY, TOT MBITAICSA JOCTaTh pazOoiHuily. Ho oHa Bcsikuil pas
JAEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA Uy[eca JJOBKOCTH, B CaMblid IIOCIEIHUII MOMEHT YCKOJIb3asl U3-TI0J yapa.

BuauMo, pemmB CMEHWTh TaKTUKY, THOM 3amep. Tsokeno Ibllia, OH BHUMATEIBHO CJISTUIT
3a I0PKOM TPOTUBHUIICH.

«OH yTo0, 6ouTcs e€?» — He NOHsUT Beccell.

Bue3zamnHo, ¢ qukum KpukoM, Ppop KUHYIICS BIEPEN, BBICOKO B3MaxXHYB TOMOPOM. Diibpuiika
BHOBb YBEPHYJIaCh, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 HEJOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, M Ha e€ IeKe 3aaJiesia KpoBaBas uepra.

VAuBIEHHO B3MJISIHYB Ha TIPOTUBHUKA, pa300MHUIIA TIPOBEJIa MajbleM IO paHe.
— To-To xe... — TSKeIO BBIAOXHY/I THOM, TIOyAOOHEe MepexBaThIBasi CEKUpY.
Bocnosnb30BaBIIUCh 3aMUHKOM, OH TMBITAJICS OTABIIIATHCS.

— Hy uT0 e, nourpajuce 1 XBaTuT, — Ab(PUIKa BHOBb MPUILLYPHIIACH U NIEPEIOKIIIA KUHKAI
B JIpyry1o pyKy.

B3meTHYB 30710TBIMH BOJIOCAMH, OHA C OBICTPOTOM MOJIHIUM OPOCHJIACH BIIEPEN.
Crnenyioriee MraHoBenue Beccen Buiesn, c10BHO B 3aMesieHHOM AerictBun. Cekupa @popa noa-
HsITach U1 yaapa. Bot oHa omyckaercsi. Ho 1oHOIIA BAPYT € yKacoM IMOHSUI, YTO ABWXKEHUs THOMA

HEJJOCTAaTOYHO OBICTPHI.

HouHast rocThbs1, BBITHYBIIUCH HETIOCTHKUMBIM 0Opa30M, MTPOCKOJIb3HYJIA IO/ TOTIOPOM U OKa-
3asiach y ®@popa 3a CIMHOM.

Tycko GecHy T KUHKAJ. . .

I'pomkuii cron BhiBes Beccena u3 crynopa.

C HCKaXEHHBIM OT OOJIM JIMIIOM, THOM YMBJIEHHO MOCMOTpPES Ha I0HOIIY U yIasl Ha KOJIEHH.
Onwupasice Ha cekupy, ®pop CUIWICS BCTaTh, HO YK€ CTaBIIME HENOCIYLIHBIMU PYKU CKOJIb3HY/IN
T10 APEBKY, ¥ THOM C TUXUM CTOHOM 3aBaJIWJICS Ha OOK, BHIPOHHUB OPYXHUE B CYXYIO TPaBy.

B nByx miarax ot Hero anbguiika NoAHsAA I71a3a U B yrop nocmorpesia Ha Beccena.

— Hy xak? HpaButca? — 1 u3aeBaresbcku OJMUrHYJIA.
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Ho 1oHoI11a, He OTphIBasICh, CMOTpPE Ha KOHYMK Y3KOTO KJIMHKA, C KOTOPOro Karajia KpoBb €ro
HEJITaBHO OOPETEHHOTO JpyTra.

BHe3arHo OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK BHYTPU HETO BOJIHAMMU 3aKMIIAaeT HEHABUCTh. B cTOpOHY moJte-
Te Oecrone3Hbii nopapox Ppopa.

Beccen mennienHo nomgHs 11a3a Ha youidnry. Kak on mor 3a0biTh? Ero ry0bl pa3aBUHY/IHCH
B 3/I0M YCMEIIIKE, ¥ C HUX CJIETEJIO YK€ CTOJIb 3HAKOMOE 3aKJIMHAHUE:

— Mlaccaapryt’x3ppa.

Anbuiika BHIPOHUIA KUHXa U, 00XBAaTUB ce0s1 pyKamHu, MPOH3UTENBHO 3aKkpryana. [lnpoko
pacnaxHyThIe IJIa3a C ykacoM CMOTpes Ha Beccena.

KpoBaBblii TyMaH MeIJIEHHO, HO HEOTBPaTUMO, NIOKUpaJl €€ TeJIO.

CyIIOpO)KH])IMI/I ABUKCHUAMM OHaA IOTAHYJIACH K IOACY U APOXKAIMUMU MaJIbIIaMH BbITAllIAJIA
W3 MaJICHBKOT'O MEIIOUKA JIUCThS KAKOH-TO TpaBbl.

— C'Vyyn! — HeBeromasi cujia yaapuiia e€ 1o pyke, pa3meraB 1o 3eMJIe TO, YTO BCer/ia Cracajio
e€ Hapop oT TéMHoM Maruu. — C'Vyyn! — crienyonuii yaap CBaJIij €€ ¢ HOT.

Beccen meyienHo nopomén. HarnyBimch Kk OblOIIENcs B CyAoporax pa3ooiHuIle, OH KPETKo
CXBaTWUJI €€ 3a TOPJIO Y IIPUIIOAHSLIT HaJ| 3eMJIEH.

— Hy xax?.. HpaBurcs?

— Kro TBI? — 3ab1Xa51Ch, TPOXpUIIENA TbUIKA.

— 41, Beccen. I, HeKpoMaHT, — YeKaHs KaxJ0e CJIOBO, TOBOPHJI I0HOIINA, HAOIOAast, KaK Me/I-
JIHHO yracaJia )kM3Hb B TIPEKPaCHBIX HEKOI/1a I1a3ax. — Sl TBOsi CMepTh, — U, pa3kaB PYKY, OTITYCTHII

yXke MEPTBYIO HOUHYIO pa30OHHUILY.

C mIyXuM CTYKOM, TeJIO Tb(PUIKY yAAPHUIOCH O 3eMJTI0. 3aKJIMHAHKE BHITIOJIHUJIO CBOIO 3a/1a4y,
BBICOCAB BCIO JKU3HEHHYIO CUJTY U3 JKEPTBBI.

[NoepHyBIMCH K Ppopy, IOHBIN Mar yBUIE, YTO TOT JIEKUT HA CIIMHE, 6€3 €AUHOTO TBHKEHHS.
Ho B3m1s11, NpUKOBaHHBIN K I0HOILIE, TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO THOM BCE €lIE KUB.

— Twol xuBoit! — 0O6pagoBanHbIil Beccen mogdexan k apyry. — Ceituac 41...
Ho HaTkHyJsCcs Ha B3I/ TOJIHBIA HEHABUCTH.

— Vii... IU... OT MeHs... HEK... PO... MaHT, — TPOXPUIIEST PAHEHBIN.
Beccesn oTripsinyi, CJIOBHO €ro OKaTHIIU JIeJSTHON BOJIOM.

— Yro? 4 xe neitatock momoub! He Ooticst mens! 51 TBoi apyr!
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— Or’onkep... Mkke Bap JieBeH] 10A. . .

— 51 He monumaio TeOs1! — KpUKHYN B oTUasiHuK Beccer.

—He... xouy... XHUBBIM. .. MEPTBAKOM. .. — HECBSI3HO TIpodopMoTast Ppop, Tepsisi CO3HAHUE.
— Kakum mMepTBsiKOM? — I0HOIIIA SIBHO HE TIOHUMAJI, 0 4éM 1uia peub. — [logoxau, s ceituac!

Beccen 6pocuiics k MépTBoii anbduiike. Ho BMecTo He€, Ha 3emUie Jiexkaa CKpIoYeHHAas BHICOX-
mast Mymusi. [To00poB OGpe3riiMBOCTb, OH MPHHSIICS TIIATEILHO OOBICKMBATH TPYII.

«OHO omKHO OBbITh Y He€! ... EcTb!» — OH Jepkai B pyke HEeOONbIIYIO CKIISTHKY ¢ KPacHOU
KHUJKOCTBIO.

Emgé korga Beccen ObuT MasieHbKUi, cTapbiii Teogopux pacckasbiBasl eMy O 1e1eOHOM 3eJIbe,
KOTOPOE A€/ b(]bl U UeaUTeN DHXa3a/.

IOHoIma noso1men K rHoMy, 3akaB B pyKe CHaJoObe.

— Vii... o, — cHOBa HayaJ TOT.

Ho Beccen, He oOpamas Ha ®popa HM MaieHero BHUMaHUsl, aKKypaTHO TIEPEBEPHYIT €ro
Ha KUBOT. OIIsAAEBIINCh, OH MOAHSII C 36MJIM KUHXKa Mb(PUAKU U OCTOPOKHO pa3pe3al KypTKy

Ha CIIMHE 'HOMaA.

Pana ot ygapa Obuta KporedHo#. JIuibs KpoBb, TOTUYKAMH BITEKAIONIAS U3 MAIEHHKOTO OTBEp-
CTHS1, TOKa3bIBaJIa, HACKOJIBKO CMEpTeJIbHOM Oblla aTaka.

— Ceityac Oyner 6obHO, Mactep Ppop, — pa3aBUHYB MaJblIaMK Kpasi paHbl, Beccen BbUTHIT
Ha HEE COACPAKUMOE CKJISTHKU.

— AXTppppppPpPPP! — THOM OTTOJIKHYJ OT ceOs1 IOHOIITY ¥ ME/IJIEHHO BCTaJl HA HOTH.
[arasich CIOBHO NbsIHBIN, OH MOAHSII CEKUPY U MIOBEPHYJICS K CBOEMY CHACUTEIIO.

— Bopumika. .. 3Ha9MT? — 3PEKT OT 3eJ1bsT OLIETOMIISLI, TOJIOC THOMA C KaXJbIM CJIOBOM 00Ope-
Taj cuity. — Tak 910 n3-3a Te0s1. .. IMIyMHUXa... B FOPOJie MOIHSIACK.

— Macrep ®pop! — Beccen nonsatuiics oT BHE3AITHO CBUXHYBLIETOCS TOBapUILA.

— MeptBsikom He Oyay! A BOT Tl ceiiyac craHemb! — @pop ynpssMo MOTHYJI TOJIOBOH U TOTIbI-
TaJICS B3MAaXHYTh OPYKHEM.

— CVyyna! — 410-TO yaapuiio rHOMa B JI00.
Henero B3MaxHyB pykamu, OH PyXHYJI Ha 3€MJIIO.

—IIpocrute, mactep @pop, HO BaM ceituac Jiyuilie He JBUraThesi, — Beccen ocropokHO MofoIen
K MOTEPABIIEMY CO3HAHUE CITYTHUKY.
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C TpyaoM NOIHSB €ro TSKENYI0 CEKUPY, OH OTHEC OPYKHUE B TEJIETY U BEPHYJICS K HETIOJBIIK-
HoMy ®Ppopy. CxBaTHB rHOMa 3a pyKy, Beccesn 3apbluan oT HaTyru U MeJIEeHHbIMHM PbIBKAMU IOTa-
IIUJI €T0 K TeJere.

Vike pasropaiach 3apsi, M OCTaBaThCS 371eCh ObLIO OMACHO, a BIIEPeI Y HUX ObUT OYCHB JJTUHHBIN
pasroBop.

&k

[Tonu, 60o1po cTyva KoIbITaMu, Oeskall 10 HAKaTAaHHOW OpOre, OCTaBJIsAsA 32 COOOU JJTUHHBIN
MBUTBHBIN Citef1. Beccen mpaBuit BoxkkaMu, CTapasich He COMBAThCS C TPaKTa.

[Tocne cinyuuBierocsi y Hero coBepleHHO mnpomnai crpax. OH SICHO 0cO3HaBaJl, KTO OH €CThb
Y 4TO TeTiepb MOXKET, a €CJIM KTO-TMOO0 BCTAaHET Ha MyTH, TO €ro MOCTUTHET Y4acTh HOYHOW pa30oii-

HHIIBI.

IToka rHOM Jniexkas B Tejere 0e3 CO3HAHMS, IOHOIIA PAKTUKOBAJICS B Maruy, BHIOMpPast LIEJIbIO
TO 3aCOXILIMI KYCT, OJMHOKO TOPYaBILIUI Y JOPOTH, TO HU3KO MPOJIETAIOMIMX MITHII.

[Mocite HeCKONMBKUX TPEHUPOBOK, YIaphl BETPOM CTAJIM TMOTy4aThCsl OOjiee CUITBHBIMU U TOY-
HBIMH, YTO OYEHb PaJ0BaJIO IOHOTO Mara.

B Kako#i-To MOMEHT, TeJIery CHJIBHO TPSXHYJIO HA OUYEPEHON BHIOOMHE, M C33/11 TIOCIIBIIIAIICS
CTOH. Beccest 0cTaHOBUII TIOBO3KY M OIVISHYJICS.

I'HoMm nexxan BC€ Tak ke HEMOABHMIKHO, TOJNBKO TJIa3a ObUTM OTKPBITHI U HETOOPO CMOTpeu
Ha I0HOIIY.

— Macrep ®pop...
— MeptBsikoMm He Oyny! — HAOBIYUBIIKCH, OYPKHYJT THOM.

— Ja aro ThI Bc€ 3asaanin-to! EMy jku3Hb criaciu, a 6iaroqapHocT HuKakoi! TosbKo 1 3Haer. ...
MEPTBAKHM JJa MEPTBAKHU. .. — HE BblIEpAKa Beccel.

— 3a 310 cnacu60, HO MEPTBSIKOM BCE paBHO He Oyny. JIyuine yOeii! — rHOM ObUT HEMPEeKJIOHEH.

— Xoporo. Hukakux mMepTBsikoB, — cnaics Beccen. — O6eman. XoTh U He MOWMY HHKaK
O YEM THI.

HenosepuuBssiii mpuiiryp ria3 ®popa roBopui cam 3a ceosl.

— Hy-ny. Hekpomant u He nonumaens? Tol 310, ipekpaiail MeHsi 1yputh. OIMH pa3 mpoKa-
Tiio0. [lymaenib, Bropoi Toxe npoiaeT? ['HOMBbI He qypaku, Mbl Cpa3y BUAKUM JITYHOB! — U ropao
noGasui. — HackBo3b!

Beccen penmn He BeTynath B Oecriosie3Hbli criop. OTBEpHYBIIHCH OT YITPSIMIIA, OH MOJICTETHYT
JI0IIa/1b, 1 OHU MTPOJOJIKUIIN MYTb.

51



A. C. AHoxuH. «HcTopusi HEKpOMaHTa»

Bckope Baaneke nokaszanuch OaneHKd HeOOMBIION KPETOCTH.

Beccen ocraHOBWII IOBO3KY M OKJIMKHYJI THOMA:

— Macrep ®pop. Kaxercs, Bnepeay Kpenocrs.

ToT, NOKPSAXTHIBAS, IPUITOHSIICS B TEJIETE.

— Omutot. Tel mipaB. Ix, Gnu3ko nogbexanu. Kak Obl HA 3aMETUIIM, — ¥ B3IVISTHYB Ha IOHOIIY,
no6aswL. — M Marust TBOsI, HEKpOMaHT, He TIoMoxeT. Tam ux Oosbinie coTHU. [laBaii BpaBo, a oToM
IIPSAMO, MTOKA HE YTKHEMCS B CKaJIbl.

Beccen MOTAHYJI 3a BOXKH, U TIOHU ChEXAJI C TpAKTaA.

&k

Yepes nmapy 4acoB U3HYPUTENILHON TPSCKH MO PABHUHHBIM KOYKaM, OHU MOIbEXAIH K TOAHO-
KBbIO JIMHUU CKAJL.

— Tenepsb cTpeHokuBai Jiomaab. byaem xaate Bocxona CoHIla, — CKoMaH1oBas1 Ppop.

— Ins gero?

— Kak conHiie B30MIET, — TOPKECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO aKTEP B TeaTpe, 3aroBopuii rHoM. — Crenu
3a TEHBIO OT MpaBoit OanHu. Kak oHa yKOpoTHTCS, B CKajlax yBUAMIIb OTOIECK. B ToM mMecte Oyner

MIPOXOJL K TaiHOM Tpore. A Tenepb JaBaii craTh. I1yTh Biepean coBceM HENErKuil.

— Slcno, — Beccen yemexnyscs npo cedsi: «JleiictButenbHO nadocHbiil Hapon. Beé, kak u roBo-
pui Teonopux».

Paccrenus Ha 3emiie ofiesia, I0HOIIA ¥ THOM IPUHSIIMCh TOTOBUTHCS KO CHY.

— Macrep ®pop, — nocsie HEKOTOpoi Nay3bl, ckazai Beccel.

XoTb " HECIIPHUATHO B 3TOM IMPU3HABATLCA, HO €0 My4YHUJIO YyBCTBO BHUHLI.

— Yero Tebe, HEKpOMAHT? — [OCIIe IPOU3OIIEIIEro, THOM HU pa3y He Ha3BaJsl MapHs 10 MIMEHH.

— IIpocTute MeHs 3a JIOKb.

—Uro, coBectsb 3amyumiia? — ®pop noepHysics k Becceny, u, onepiuch Ha JIOKOTh, TOCMOTPE
TOMY IIPSIMO B I71a3a. — 51 Beab moxkasesn 1edsi, CApOTHHYIIKY. [lymait u, mpaBjia, CrHHeIb. A Tl BOHA

KEM OKasajicd...

— 3Hato, — Beccen ObUT TOTOB IIPOBAJIMTBCS CKBO3b 3€MJIIO OT CThiAa. — Hy He Mor s ckazaTb
npasay. YecrHoe cioBo He mor. I1o kpaiiHeit mepe, BCIO. ..

Dpop ropecTHO yCMEXHYJICH:
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— 310 noueMy He Mor-to? Yto x f... u3Bepr Kakom?

— Tax THI TYT %e caan Osl MeHsI 0e3 pa3roBopoB. [ToBsi3an ObI U CoAN CTPAKHUKAM.

— Ara. A Tbl MeH#1 0 KaK Ty 7b(HIAKY TOTOM, — THOM MOEKHIICS], BCTIOMHUB KPOBABBIN TyMaH,
32 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUH MPEBPATHBIIMIA Pa30OMHHUIYY B BBICOXIIMHI Tpym. — KTo ) Tebs Hayumi-
TO TakoMy?

Becceny HMUero He octaBajioch, Kak MOBEJATh BCIO UCTOPHIO O€3 TIPUKpaC.

OTKMHYBUIMCH Ha CIIMHY, OH CTaJl PacCKa3blBaTh PO CBOM 3JIOKJIOUYEHUS B 3aMke. Kak Haj

HHUM U3IEBATUCD, 6I/UII/I, OCKOp6HHHI/I, M 4YTO Korja InoCTyrnujio Tako€ 3aMaH4YNBOC MPEAJIOKEHNUE, OH
HE CMOTI' OTKa3aTh...
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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