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3aMyXx B Ipyroyd MUp, WU HEBeCTa JIJIA. . .

Exarepuna borganoBa

HeBecra aJis1 TEMHOIO KOPOJIs

«JIutHET»



borpanosa E.

Hegecra miis t€muoro koposist / E. borganoBa — «JIutHeT»,
— (3amyx B Ipyrov Mup, Wiy HEBECTA IJIS. .. )

Opnax el TEMHOMY KOPOJTIO €r0 ThMa Halllertasa, 4To nopa xkeHutbcsi. Cam
KOPOJIb He TOpeJI JKeJlaHueM 003aBOAMTHCS CYIPYToM, HO CCOPUTHCS C APEBHUM
JyXOM €MY XOTeJIOCh €Il¢ MeHbIIe. A U3 KOro BEIOMPATh KeHY BJIACTEIMHY IIeJIOTO
MHUpa, KaK He U3 MPeKpacHbIX MpuHIiecc? Ho Koposib U ThMa He y4JId OTHOTO

— HE BCe MPUHIIECCHl OMMHAKOBHI. M OHU YK TOUHO HE OXKUAAJIU, YTO OJIHA U3
MPETEH/IEHTOK OKAKETCSl HEMHOKKO IMOMaJaHKOM, KOTOPOM XBaTUT CMEJIOCTU
MPOTUBOCTOSTH BETMKOMY OeccMepTHOMY! UTo u3 sTOro noayuutcs? A TbMa ero
3HaeT!

© BormaHosa E.
© JlutHET
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HeBecTa aJist TEMHOIO KOPOJIs
ABTOp: Exarepuna borganona

IHPOJIOT

— MHe Hy:xeH cocya, — poLIMIEeNa BeyHas ciyTHUula TéMHoro kopods. — A ycrana xaats! Thl
IOJIKEH XKEHUThCS, MHaue s 3a0epy y TeOs Bee!

— He nocmeenib, — yeMexHyJicst Kopodib. — S HyxkeH TeOe.

— Haiiny npyroro, — nporentasna mmma, JpeBHUI AyX ThMBI, COMPOBOXIAIOIIMI €ro yxe 6oree
CTOJIETH .

— ToI cama 3Haelb, 4To OOJbIIIe HUKTO HE YAEPKHUT TBOIO CUITY, — HATIOMHIJI KOPOJIb.

— §1 nury Tebs1 BIacTH, MaJIbYMINIKA! — 3aKITyOMIach ThMA.

— U cama nmotepsiennb e€, — yIbIOHYJICS OH.

— Jlapa71, MalbuuK MOW, — CMEHMJIA TAKTUKY DIIIIA, CTENSCh IO OEJIBIM MPOCTHIHSIM, 3aMoM3as
BCE BbIIIE, IPOHUKASA MO, KOKY KOPOJI M CXKUMas €T0 cepalie JIEASHbIMUA TUCKaMU. — Pa3Be 4 korga-
HHUOY/Ib Mpocuiia TeOst 0 4EM-To? Bee 3T rofpl 51 TObKO J1aBajia, HO HU4ero He Opaa B3aMeH.

— To1 3a0pana Moo KU3Hb, — B3MaxXHYJI OH PYKOH, Pa3roHsIsl KIyOsIIUIACS YEPHBIN TyMaH.

— U cpenana e€ npekpacHOM, — 3alenTasia JIa, Kak KOLUIKa NOTEPIIUCH O ero Iedo. — He
s 11 BO3BBICWIIA TeOs Hajl BceMU cMepTHbIMU? I mopapuiia Tede Bech 3TOT MUP. A B3aMeH IpOILy
TOJIBKO OJIHOTO — HallI1 MHE COCYJl, B KOTOPOM 51 CMOI'Y BO3POIUTHCS, YTOOBI HACIAIUTHCS BJIACTHIO
BMecTe ¢ TOOOi. MblI OyieM apuTh BEUHO, pyKa 00 pyKy IIECTBYs IO MUpPaM U MOKOPSIST UX.

— Xoporuo, — pe3ko cen Ha KpoBaTu TEMHBIN Koposb. — S Halimy Uit TeOsi cocyll, HO TOJIBKO
€CJIM ThI JIAIllb HEPYILIMMOE CJIOBO, YTO HABEYHO MOKMHEIIb TOT MUP U OCTaBUILIb MEHS B IIOKOE.

— HeGnaronapusiii! — B3BUIack ThMa. — $1 mpeaaraio Tede HECOKPYIIMMOE MOTYILIECTBO, & ThI
Ipe3UIb TOJIBKO O TOM, KaK N30aBUTHCS OT MeHs !

— W3BuHHU, noporas, HO 3TH OTHOILUEHHUS CTAJIM YTOMUTEIbHBIMU, — UPOHUYHO YXMBIJIbHYJICS
Hapan. — 4 ycran aenuTh CBOIO KU3Hb ¢ TOOOM. Peraiics, s naio tede Teso, KOTOpoe CMOXET BblIEp-
’KaTh TBOIO CyTh, a Thl OCTABJISAEIIb MEHS U MOW MUP.

— Ho TbI cTanems cinabee 6e3 MeHs1! — Bo3pasuiia Dua.

— 51 HacToNBbKO TIpoMUTAJICS TOOOM, YTO YK€ HUKOTAa He Oyay MPeKHUM, MUJIasi, — C TOPEYbI0
MIPOM3HEC KOPOJIb. — B3pOIIeHHOI BO MHE 3a TOJIbl )KU3HU € TOOOW TEMHOM CHJIBI C U30BITKOM XBaTHT,
YyTOOBI y/IepKaTh BJIACTb HAJ DMappoil.

— Ho s mpepnaraio tebe HamHOTO GoJbIie. MBI TIOKOPUM COTHH MUPOB! — OIISITh HaYasIa JIbHYTh
K HEMY ThbMa.

— W B ThICSIYM HaM JBouM OyneT Mano mecta, — otpesan dapan. — BoiOupaii. Bonsiiero s He
MPEJIOKY.

TeMa 3aKuIena, HaxJIbIHY/IA Ha OOHAKEHHOTO MYKYMHY C MICATBHBIM TEJIOM, HO TAKOM ke Yep-
HOU, KakK €ro Ivasa M BOJOCHL, Aymou. KJIOUKM TAry4yero HENMpOHMIIAEMOro TyMaHa 3aTONWINA BCIO
CIIAJTbHIO, TIOIJIOTHJIM CBET, TEIUIO U BCAKYIO Hafekay Ha u3basnenue. Ho nonro Summa He OyiicTBO-
BaJIa: TYMaH OTKATWJICA M HayaJsl yIUIOTHATBCS, IPUHUMAsA OYEPTaHUA CTPOMHOM KEHCKOW (PUTYPHI.

— Xopoio, — npomenTana oHa. — S cornacHa. Ho Thl JO/KEH )KEHUTBCS U TOAAPUTH MHE COCYL
10 UCTeYeHusl 3Toro roga. MHaue s 3aloJIOHIO BCe YroJIKM DMappbl U HaUHY MCKaTh cama. S1 Oymy
CKUTaTh TeJIa MOJIOABIX Y CWIIBHBIX JEBYILEK JI0 TEX MOP, IOKA HE HAWAY Ty, KOTOpasi CMOXET BbLIEP-
*karb Mo ayX. Vlu moka He ocTaHeTcst HU OMHOM! A ThI 3Haelllb, YTO st MOT'Y ObITh OUEHb YCEPIHOM. . .
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I'maBa 1.

B3peiB npo3Byuasl HeoxuAaHHO. Bee 3aBu3kany U npucesd, NIpUKpbIBasi roloBbl pykamu. U
TOJIBKO 5 CTOSUIa POBHO, IaKe HE IEeJIOXHY/IAch. A 4ero nmaHuKoBaTh-To? Xyxke yxke TOUHO He OyJer,
72 U Ha JIyulllee B3pblB HE HaMeKaeT. Tak 4To crouM, yisibaemcsl U MailieM, Kak ropopurcs. Ho s,
KOHEeYHO, He Maxana. [Ipocto crosila M cMoTpena Ha TBopslieecss BOKpyr O6e3o0pasue. OO6uaHo,
MEX /1y MPOYUM, TAKOU HapsA] KOTY 1of XBocT! beslocHe:xHOe ru1aThe TYT ke MPUITOPOIIUIIO MbUIBIO 1
KOIOTHI0. 3aT0 (pata uaeanbHO 3aMEeHIIIa MapieByIo MoBsA3Ky. OHa yrepskasa OONBIIYI0 YacThb MbUIA
¥ 3aIIMTHNIA OT KOMOTH. A OBITh HEBECTOM, OKa3biBaeTcs1, BhIroaHo! Ilogymaernb, skeHHUX Cllerka B3o-
pBaics. C xem He ObiBaeT? BOT TONBKO B30pBasCsl OH B MPSAMOM cMbiciie! OOMIUMBBIA MOMANICS
KOPOJIb. §1 BCero JIMIb CIIPOCUJIA, TOYEMY Y HAC — HOTEHIIMAIbHBIX HEBECT, YMHMIL U KpacaBull, JIUIA
JOJDKHBI OBITH CKPBITHI, & OH CBOMM OCKAJIOM Beex myraeT. Y Belb He CllyKaBula, AEHCTBUTEIIBHO Ke
poxa cTpaiHas. A OH oOujencs. ..

M-pa, Hexopolo noxyumiock. Ho KTo e 3Hajl, YTo ero BeIM4ecTBO Tak OCTPO OTpearupyer?
He manbuuk yxke, Kak-HUKaK BTOPYIO COTHIO JIET Pa3MeHs1JI, JOJIKEH ObLIT CBBIKHYTBCSI CO CBOEH BHEIII-
HOCTBIO I pearupoBaTh Ha KPUTHKY OoJiee POBHO. A Terepb BCE JEBYOHKU COMIIHCH B KYUKY, TPSCYTCS
1 peByT. U TONBKO 5 CTOI0 OCpeu 3aj1a, Bes B Cake, a HAIPOTHUB MeHs KJIyOuTcs Y€pHbIi TymaH. Ho
KJIIyOHJICS KOPOJTb HEAOJTrO. 32 Mapy MUHYT HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJICS M coOpaJicsi B OYepTaHHs YesioBe-
YeCcKoU (pUrypsl.

— B-B-Balle BeIMYECTBO, MOXKATYHCTA... H-H-HE HAJO... — 3aMKasCh IpoJieneTana TydHas
noxuas jeau Capko, Hallla HsiHbKa, CBaxa U OTBETCTBEHHAs 3a IPOBeJEHUE 0TOOpa HEBECT.

— He Hamo uto? — nmpopokoTana uyépHas Kinyosasics: purypa. — Bel TOIKHBI ObUTH OOBSCHUTH
npaBujia. 3anpenieHo OTKPBIBATh POT, MOKA 51 caM K HUM He 00pariych!

— CnpaBeiIMBOCTH pajy, BBl IEPBBI CO MHOM 3arOBOPWJIY, — TUXO BCTaBUJIA 1.

— Bce B0-0-0H! — onATh HauUMHAsA PACHON3aThCA B YEPHYIO Ty4y, [IPOrPOXOTAI KOPOJIb.

Jlequ Capko cxBatwila MEHS 3a PyKy U IOTallniIa K BbIXOLy. Bee ocrasipHble yKe IEMUINChH
B [IBEpH, BU3XKa U MPOOMBast cede IyTh JIOKTSIMH, KOJISHKaMH, @ KTO-TO M TOJIOBOW KaK TapaHOM Opy-
J0BaJl.

A Kak XOpOILIO ¥ CIIOKOMHO MHE KMJIOCh ellE AHEeH AecsATh Ha3a. ..

keksk

— Tans, 1 npunuia! — KPUKHYJA, OTKPbIBAS IBEPh HOTOM.

Pyku y mMeHst Obutn 3aHATHL. KakoW-TO «yMHBIA YeJOBEK» OCTaBWJI MEPEHOCHOW MaHTasl Ha
yJMILIE, a Y HAaC, €CJIM HE 3aHECTH, OH K YTPY HOXKKHU C/IEIAET.

— He Tans, a TatbsiHa AsekceeBHa, — BOPWIMBO MOMpaBIIIa Hallla OU3HeC-ByMeH, IPUACPKU-
Basi MHe J1Bepb. — Yero tak no3gHo? MHe AJIMK y:xe IUIelIb ITPOe.

— Tak mycth cam uaET U padoTtaer, — MpoBopUaa 51, MpUCTparMBasi MaHral y cteHsl. — Hekoraa
MHe ObLJIO, 3a4E€T MepecaaBala.

— Cpana? — cripocuna TaHbka.

— Cpana, — npormnsIxTena .

— 41 e roBopuiia, 4ai MOMOXET, — YCMEXHYJIACh MOs1 HAuaJIbHUIIA.

— 4 mocne 3Toro yas Bcio HOYb 3yOpuiia, — MPOBOpYAa, OTMbIBasi PyKH OT caxu. — Hukak
YCHYTb HE MOIJIA.

— Tak B TOM M CMBICII, fypEXa, — 3acMesiach TarbgHa.

— ThI 4TO, TPaBKM CBOM MHE TyJa MOJCHINAIa? — BO3MYTHJIACH 1.

— Tak cpmana e, — roxaja OHa IuIeYaMu.

— XO035111Ka, TOBTOPHU! — JOHECJIOCh U3 3aJ1a.
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3aji0M nomeIeHre Haiel MajaeHbKON KadellKy s JaTbHOOOMIIIMKOB HAa3bIBAIA TOJIBKO MBI
camu. JI7151 BCeX OCTaJIbHBIX 3TO OblTa OObIYHAsS 320€rajioBKa, I1e MOXHO ObUIO MEPEKYCUTD, BBIITUTD
napy CTOTMOK U oTrnpaBuThes Aajbiie. Kape «[locnenHss octaHOBKa» ObLIO JEHCTBUTEIBHO MOCIE -
HEll OCTaHOBKOM Ha BBIE3/IE€ U3 HALLETO FOPOIKa, €AMHCTBEHHO! JOCTOINPUMEYATEIbHOCTHIO KOTOPOTO
SIBJISLIACh KOJIBLIEBAsI TPACCa, [0 KOTOPOM MOCTOSIHHO LM PKYJIMPOBATIN (Pyphl. A UX BOAUTEIIH U SIBJIS-
JIUCh HAIIMMU OCHOBHBIMM KJIMEHTaMH.

— [Ipunumaii cmeny, Osnbka, — 3aToponuiack TaTbsiHa. — [IBoe ciieBa yke o4TH roToBbl. BynyT
CripalmBarh HOYEBKY, OTpaBJiisii K Jlumke. CripaBa Hallv CUASAT, B AOJIT HE 3alMChIBATh. A IO LIEHTPY
KaKOW-TO KUCJIbIN THII, Yaid 3aKa3ajl U LEAUT yxke roryaca.

— A Bot 1 OneHpKa npunuia, — npotsaHyJ Erop, Hail oXxpaHHUK U 10 COBMECTUTEIBCTBY MOW
HaBSI3YMBbII [MOKJIOHHUK.

— bynems npucraBarh, AJIMK PUCTABAJIKy OTOPBET, — yKe 110 TPAJULIMKA HAITOMHWIA eMy TaHs.

— Beru yxe, — ynpIOHyIach s eil. — Ypoku 3a Te0s1 HUKTO He clesaer.

— He nanomuHaii, — 3akaruia rmasa TarbsHa.

Msi ¢ Eropom npoBoaniu e€ B3MIAIaMy U MeperisiHyIMCh. TaTbsiHa OblIa OUYeHb XOPOIIIeH
JKEHILIMHOM, HO CIMIIKOM YCTYUMBOW. JIeT MATh Ha3aj OHA, BIOJIHE YCIEIIHAs MaThb-OJUHOYKA C
ABYMs1 IETBMU M NIAPOYKOW MAara3vHOB B HallleM paiiOHe, BCTpeTWsIa AJIMKa, OYeHb aKTUBHOIO, HO
COBCEM He pa3Ouparoinerocst B Ou3Hece MapHs, Ha JCATH JIeT MoJioxke He€. VIMeHHO AJIMK HACTOSUT
Ha TOM, 4TOOBI OTKPHITh Kade. st atoro TaThsiHe MPUIIIOCH MPOAATh MAra3svHbl U B3SITh KPEAUT.
O TOM, 4TO OOIIENUT ropa3io Oosee XJIOMOTHOE 3aHATHE, YeM KoMMepius, TaTbsHa MoHsiIa, Koraa
ObLI0 yrke o3Ho. Ho s cimykaBwia Obl, eciii Obl CKa3alia, uTo KaJieto 00 9ToM e€ perreHnn. FMiMeHHO
Omaronapst padote B «IlociieHel OCTAHOBKe» s CMOIJIa He TOJIBKO IMOCTYITUTh B MECTHOE OT/ICJICHHE
TEXHUYECKOI'0 YHMBEpA, HO U MPOJOJIKAJIA YUUThCSA B HEM BOT YK€ TPETHIA IOfl.

— Xo3iiKka, NIOBTOpU! — BHOBb IIPOKPUYAJ HETEPIIEIMBBIN KJIMEHT.

W mue npunuiock yckoputhes. BRICTpO CKMHYNa KYpTKY, MOBsI3aJ1a IEPEIHUK, HaJleNa peKJIaM-
HYIO KeTKy U rodexana paboTars.

Beuep Bbiiascs ciokoiiHeiii. HarsibiBa mpue3xux cerogs He Obl1o, a MecTHbIX Erop BbImpo-
BOAWJI. M TOJIBKO OIMH MYy’KUMHA AOMHMBAN yXKe MATHIN MO CUETY CTakaH 4yas Oe3 caxapa ¢ JBOWHBIM
mumMoHoM. A Hamma «[locnenHsis ocTaHOBKa» padoTaia 10 MOCIEeJHEro ke KIMeHTa.

— Beirnats? — cipocuit Erop, korja 51 B ouepeiHon pa3 mocMoTpesia Ha TesiedoH.

Yac HOuM yke, a MHE YTPOM Ha 3aHATHSA... HO KJIMEHT BBINIsAAET MPHIMYHBIM, ObUT XOPOIIIO
OfIET, TIMJI TOJIBKO Yail U BEN ceOsi MOMUEPKHYTO BEKIIUBO.

— He Hagno, cama paszbepych, — MaxHyjIa pykoi Eropy u normuia B 3aJ.

[TpoTépna cTosbl, MOAHSIIA CTYJIbs, YTOOBI yTpoM Oade Maitie, Hamei yoopiuiie, Jierde ObUIo,
TMOJIONIIA K JIIOOUTEINIO Yast U, BBIIAB JEKYPHYIO YIBIOKY, CIPOCHIIA:

— Bl KOro-To %aere?

— Jla BOT, BUAUMO, HE JI0XKIYCh, — YIBIOHYJICS OH B OTBET.

— Ilo3BoHuTe, — MpeaoxKuIa 1. — YTOUHUTE, MOXKET, 3aBTPa BCTPETUTECK. . .

— 4l u3paneka, coBcem He 3HaIO BaIll ropof]. MoXkeT, MoICKaxeTe, rae MoOIN30CTH MOKHO OCTa-
HOBUTBCS HA HOWIETr? — CIIPOCHJT MYKYMHA.

— JIo mpuIMYHON TOCTHHUIIBL JAJIEKO, a MOOIM30CTU TOJIBKO OJIMH YeJIOBEK KOMHATHI HA HOUb
CHaéT, — OTBETUJIA 51 C OOJIETYeHHEM.

OOuxaTh TAKOTO BEXKJIMBOTO KJIMEHTA HE XOTEJOCh, Y HAC 3TO PEIKOCTh, KOHTUHIEHT HE TOT.
Ho u cupets TyT 10 paccBeTa s TOxxe He ropesna xeiaaHueM. [1oToMm onsdTe ycHy Ha mape v nosiydy
OYepeJHON «CTpaK» OT KOro-HUOYAb U3 MPETOIOB.

— MHe MHOTO He HYKHO, KpbIIIIa HaJl TOJIOBOM U TEIUIAsk KPOBATh, — YJIBIOHYJICS] MY)KUMHA, BCTa-
Bas. — [lokaxere, kyga uaru?

— Ha Tyt coBcem Onu3ko, — 00pasoBasack 5. — Kak BbliiieTe, HarpaBo, a TaM YBUIWTE BHIBECKY,
oHa 1iofi (hOHApEM, He MPOITYCTUTE.
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— 51 6b11 OBI TpU3HATENEH, €CTM Obl BbI IOKA3aJIM, B KAKOM UMEHHO HAIpaBJIeHUH UJITH, — ITPO-
W3HEC OH, Y MOJIOKUJI HA CTOJI MSATh ThICSAY OJHOW KYIIOPOU.

— Ay Bac HeT niomesipue? — Cpocuiia ¢ HalexKJOM.

— Cnaum He HyxHO. Takue mpuBETIMBbIE PAOOTHUKHU OOJIbIIAST PEAKOCTh, — MOAMUTHYJT OH.

— Cniacu60, — HeyBEepeHHO OTBETHJIa, TIOKOCHBIIHCH Ha Eropa.

V Hac yaeBble €CM U JaBaJld, TO KOMEWKH, a TYT Takas IIeJJpOCTb!

— Bepwu, — 6e33ByuHO nipomenTan Erop.

— Tak 4T0, MOKaXxeTe HampapJieHue? — HaJieBast epUYaTKH, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS MYKUMHA.

— Koneuno, nnémre! — oTBeTHIA 1, U TIepBasi MOLIA K BBIXOAY.

— Onsa! — okukHy1 Menst Erop.

— Tsl moka 3akpoil Tam BCE, ceiyac BEPHYCh, — MaxHyJIa s eMy PYKOU U OTKpbUIA JIBEPb ISl
HIEAPOTrO KJIUEHTA.

My>xunHa O1arolapHo KMBHYJ U BBIIIEN. $1 BRICKOUMIIA CIIEIOM M 3aTapaTopuiia Ha XOMy:

— CmMmortpure, mo 3Toi ynuile OyKBaJIbHO MeTpoB cTo. [lo mpaBoii cTtopoHe moja ¢hoHapéM
BbIBECKa OyJieT.

— Kakas xe Tbl cBeT/1ast J€BOUKA, Jake KaJIKO, — IPO3BYYAJIO Y MEHS 3a CIIMHOM.

Sl pe3ko oOepHynach M Ocjeruia OT SIPKOW BCBIIKH. [lomsTunack, ocTynuiach M Havaia
najath. Ho majiana st Kak-To CTpaHHo, IOJIro ¥ Oy/ITO He BHU3 JieTeNa, a 3aBuciia. Eme v Bo3myxa Kara-
cTpoprUIecKr MaJIo cTano. S mpITanach BAOXHYTh, HO TOJIBKO OTKpPBIBAJIA POT, KakK pblda Ha Oepery.
Tak 1 OTKJIIOUMIIACh, HE TIOHSIB, YTO MIPOUCXO/IMT.



E. bormanoBa. «HeBecra 1j11 TEMHOTO KOPOJISi»

I'maBa 2.

— [IpuGsbuia BCE ke, — MPOroBOpUII KTO-TO, @ MHE B HOC YJapWJl Pe3KUil, MTHOBEHHO MPUBOLISI-
LW/ B CO3HAHUE 3aIlax.

OTKpbLia M1a3a v yBUJEsa CKJIOHUBILYIOCS HaI0 MHOM Xyaylo, OJIeIHYIO KEHIIUHY C KaKOK-TO
BOHIOUEW OyThIJIOUKOW B pykax. OHa NMpUBETIMBO YJIBIOHYJIACh U TPOTOBOPUJIA UyTh XPUILIOBATHIM
TOJIOCOM:

— C BosBpauieHueM, npuHuecca Onecupa.

— Yro0? BBl € KEM-TO MEH# IyTaeTe, — OTBETWIA 51, IPUIIOJHUMASACH HA JIOKTAX U OCMaTPUBAsCh.

S nexasia Ha XOJIOIHOM KaMEHHOM IOJy, @ BOKPYT JOropajy KonTsuue cseud. MeHs 4ro,
CaTaHMCTBl YMBIKHYJI, YTOOBI B )KEPTBY IpUHeCTH?!

— Tol, HaBepHSIKA, HUYETO He TIOHMMaelllb M 04eHb OOMIIIbCsI, TaK YTO He Oymy TSAHYTh C 0OBsIC-
HEHUSMMU, — [IPOrOBOPHIIA KEHIIMHA. — MeHs 30ByT Kanupo, 51 XpaHUTeIbHUIIA KOPOJIEBCKOTO poza
Bnacro, HacnenHunield KOTOpPOro Thl ABJAEIIbCA. BoceMHaaare jeT Ha3aJ TBOMX POAUTENIEU BEPO-
JIOMHO TIpe/iaJii ¥ CBepriii. MHe NpHIuIock OTocaaTh Te0si B JaJIbHUIA MUp, 4yToOb criactu. Ho co
BPEMEHEM HAIllMM CTOPOHHMKaM yAaJI0Ch BEPHYTH BiacTb. TBOM poacTBeHHUK PeoHap Bilacto B3s
Ha ce0s1 Opems MpaBJieHus pa3pylIeHHbIM KOoposeBcTBOM. U 3a mocieaHue rofpl eMy HOYTH YIaJIoCh
MOIHATH KOPOJIEBCTBO U3 PYWH, HO OH TOJIBKO pereHT. MicTHHasA HacnegHuna Tel, npuHiecca Oie-
cupa Brnacro. deoHap OTTArMBaJI 3TOT MOMEHT, CKOJIBKO MOT', HO BPEMS BBIILUIO, HAM IPUILJIOCh BEP-
HYTb TeOs.

— Yro? He noHumaro. Bel Kaky1o-TO epech HECETe, — MpoIIeNnTaa A, MEAJEHHO IOIHMUMAACh Ha
HOrU. — Bam HyxeH BbIKyI? Tak 310 He KO MHe! Y MeHs TONBKO TETA, KOTOpasi BaM €ILE U IPUILIaTHIA
Obl, 4TOOBI HE BO3BpAIIAJIH, €CJTA Obl OBUIO YeM.

U TyT OTKpBLIACh 1BEPb, B HEE BOIIEN TOT CAMbIA JIIOOUTEINb Yasi C IMMOHOM.

— Hy kak oHa? — CipocuJ1 OH y JKEHILUHBI.

— Bpi! Bel noxutiiim MeHs! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA f1.

— Kak Bugute, Ha yauBIIEHHE JIETKO NIEPEHECTIA IEPEXOL, — YCMEXHYJIACh KEHIIMHA. — 5] 1onbI-
TaJ1aCh OOBSCHUTD, YTO IPOUCXOIUT, HO OHA HE TIOHUMAET.

— DT0 HOPMaJILHO, OHA BBIPOCJ/IA B COBEPLIEHHO APYroM mMupe. MHe noHaJo0110Cch HECKOJIBKO
JHEeM, YTOObI pa300paThCsl, — YABIOHYIICS MYKUMHA.

— Bbl icuxu?! — BbIIOXHYIA 5, OTXOASA MOJANIBILIE OT HUX. — YTO BaM OT MEHS HYKHO?

— [ToripoGyiiTe Bbl OOBSICHUTB, MEHS OHA HE CJIyILAeT, — pa3Belia pyKaMM KeHIIMHA.

— Kanwpo, Oynp TeprienvBell, AeBOYKa MPOCTO HamyraHa. Pacnopsianck, 4ToObl HaM MoAaIn
yaii, a 1 Hoka noropopio ¢ Onei, — MPOroBOPUJI My>KUYMHA U C YJIBIOKOW MOl MHE PYKY.

S monATHNIACk, HO OH TaK U CTOSUI HA MECTE, POTATUBAsk MHE CBOIO JIaJOHb.

— CmorpuTe, 4ToObI He Mokycasa. Kakas-To oHa coBceM AMKasi, — MoKayasia rojIoBOM KeHIMHA
Y BBIIILIA.

— He 6oiics, obernato, uto He 00MKy TeOs1, — Hauasl OH yroBaprBaTh MeHs, Kak peO€HKa. — MeHs
30ByT DeoHap U st TBOM s, Thl ke 3HACIIIb, YTO MPUEMHBIA peOEHOK ?

4 3Hana. MeHs, noakuapla U3 IETA0Ma, YIOUEPUIM B ABYXJIETHEM BO3pacTe, HO IPUEMHBIE
poauTeNy NoruoIH, Koraa MHe ObUIO JecsATh (IPMMEPHO, TIOTOMY YTO TOYHOM JaThl POXKIECHHUS HUKTO
He 3HaJI), U Torna MeHs 3a0paja K ce0e marnuHa cecrpa, KOTOpoi peOEHOK ObUT HYXKeH, Kak coOake
nsATast Hora. B3siyia YacTMYHO M3 KaloCT! M B TaMsATh 0 OpaTe, YaCTUYHO pajau nocodust. M nocnen-
HUE JIeCATD JIET MBI IPEKPACHO YXKUBAIUCh, Kak coceau. He pyranuck, HO M 0c060ii IPUBSA3aHHOCTH
APYT K APYry HE UCTBLITHIBAIN. A KOIZIa MHE UCIIOJTHAJIOCh BOCEMHAILATh, U BOBCE ITOYTH NIEPECTANIN
obmiatbes. TETA qHM HaNMPONET Mponajaia B TeIEeBU30pe, B3axJIEO CMOTPsI Bce TIOAPS/L CepHalbl, a
s yCTPOMJIaCh Ha padoTy M yCepAaHO yumiack. B cBoém poze mneansHas cembsi. Korma Bc€ xoporro,
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HUKTO HUKOTO HE TPOTaeT, a €C/M BAPYT CIYYUTCs OONe3Hb, €CTh KOMY CTaKaH BOJbI MOJHECTH, KaK
TOBOPUTCHL.

A Teriepb MHe TOBOPSIT, YTO Yy MEHS €CTh eIlle Kakue-To poacTBeHHuKH! [la 3adyeM oHM MHe?
Tem Oosee Takue, KOTOPbIE TIOXHUIIAIOT!

— Tbl He MOXeIb 0CO3HaTh, — COKPYIEHHO nporoBopmsl Peonap. — 1 xoren Obl, YTOOB BCE
ObLJIO TpOILEe, HO, BUAUMO, IPUIETCS MPUOETHYTh K KPAWHUM MepaM.

— K kakumM? — HaCTOpOXKMIaCh 1.

— Moxer, Bc€ xe yiaém orciona? — npeyiokui oH. — [logBait He jiydiliee MecTo Jisl pa3ro-
BOPOB.

O, Tak 3Ta NoONyTEMHAs KaMEHHas KOMHara C 3aTyXalollMMU CBeuKaMu nozsaji? Mosker aeu-
CTBUTEJIHO CTOMT yCTynuTh? BriOepemcs orciona, Toraa u nonpoOyio coexars. Eciu Obl XoTenu
youTh, yke yornu Ob1. VIM ke OT MeHsI 4TO-TO Hy’KHO, TaK 4TO MOMPOOYIO MPUTBOPUTHCS TIOCTYIITHOM
JE€BOYKOIL.

— Xopot1uo, BeIuTe, — CIJIACUIIACh, TPOIOJIKAs AePKATh JUCTAHLIUIO.

Myx4rHa KMBHYJI Y MOLIEN K JBEPU, OTKPBLI €€, IOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHS U BhILLEI. ] MOExKuace,
MBICJIEHHO BO33BaJIa K CMEJIOCTH, KOTOpasi, Bpojie Obl, UMeJach Y MEeHsI B HAIMYKE, U TOIIUIA 32 HUM.
MenneHHo noaonuia K JBEPU, BITJISIHYIa — KOPUIIOP, TOKE MOTYTEMHBIN, OCBEIIEHHBIN KONTIIIMMU
CBETHJIBHUKAMH, pa3BelaHHbIMU 110 cTeHaM. CpeIHeBeKOBbe Kakoe-To. OHU UTo, 32 AIEKTPUUYECTBO
IJIATUTh HE XOTAT?

deoHap ka1 MEHS B IPYIOM KOHIIE KOPUI0PA. A KaK YBUJEJ, UTO f BHIILUIA, TOMIE Jaiiblie. 5
rocJieoBasia 3a HUIM Ha G€30MacHOM pacCTOSTHUM. Tak MbI ¥ BHIIIUTH K JIECTHUIIE, OAHSLIIMCH TIO HEel
Y OKa3aJIMCh B yKe He TAKOM TEMHOM, HO BCE paBHO KaMeHHOM Kopuaope. OIHaKo 37ech yxe ObUIo
ropasjio CBeTiee, XOTs s HUKaK He MOIJIA MOHATH, IIe NCTOUHMK cBeTa. HUKaKuMX OCBETUTENIbHBIX
npuOOPOB He ObLJIO HY Ha CTEHAaX, HU Ha MOTONKe. M OKOH Toxxe He HaOmonanock. Yyneca!

— Moxer, Bcé xe mogonaenn ommke? — npenioxmn Peonap. — Cormacuck, eciim Obl 1 XOTel
NPUYUHUTE TeOe Bpes, yKe caesas Obl 3TO.

S HemMHOrO MoAyMaa 1 MpUOIU3MIAch K HEMY, HO OCTAHOBIJIACh HA PACCTOSIHUM TIaphl IIaroB.

— HoOpo noxanoBars gomoit, Onecupa, — yIbIOHYJICS OH U pacliaxHyJl IBepb, Y KOTOPOH MBI
CTOSLIN.

Takoro 51 TouHO He oxuana. 1o OsuT ABOper]! Camblil HacTosAmMUEI ABopel! Mbl OUyTHIIUCH
B OFPOMHOM CBEpKAIOIIEM XOJUIE: MOTOJIOK M BEPXHIO YacTh CTEH yKpallajla MCKyCHasl JIETIHUHA,
HIKE KPacoBaJIUCh Kakue-To (hpecku, repObl, KapTunbl. [Ton Gnecten, Kak 3epKaio, a Moj MOTOIKOM
CBEepKaJla OrpoOMHasi, OTOpachIBaloIast BO BCE CTOPOHBI OJIMKH, XpyCTaJIbHAS JIIOCTpA.

— DTO TBOSI MaTh, — OTBJIEK MEHSI OT BOCXUIIEHHOTO co3epiianusi PeoHap, ykazaB Ha OHY U3
KapTHUH.

S nocmoTpeia ¥ 3aMepIia — ¢ X0JICTa Ha MEHs CMOTpeJia Kak JJBe KaIlId BOJIbl TOX0Kasl HA MeHs
JKEHIIMHA, TOJIbKO OHa OblIa M300paXeHa B MPEKPACHOM ILUIaThe U C KOPOHOW Ha TOJIoBE. A psIOM
KpacoBaJiCsl MOPTPET MPUBJIEKATEILHOTO YJIBIOUMBOrO MYKUHHBI, TOXKE C KOPOHOM.

— 9t0 TBOM OTell, Onecupa, — TMXO Mporopopui PeoHap, NONOKUB PyKY MHE Ha I1j1e4o. — Moi
ropsiY0 JIIOOMMBIN OpaT, KOTOPOTo KECTOKO mpefayii u youau. TeOst HaMm yaanoch CracTé TOJBKO
Omaronaps papy Kanupo.

Sl B3nporHyna u oTckoumia B cropoHy. [Iokocuiach Ha HEro U pacTepsIHHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Bsl roBopuTe npaBay?

— Ha, s TBOM 1517151, neBouka. He pomHoii, koHeuHo. Ho MbI ¢ TBOMM OTITOM ObLITH OY€Hb IPYKHBIL.

— YyscrBylo cebs1, OyATO B CKa3Ky Iomnaa, — mokavasa s TOJIOBOM, pacCMaTpHBasi MOPTPETHI.

— B uém-1o THI IpaBa. M B 3TOM Haia riaBHas mpodnema, — ycMexHyscss Peonap. — Moum
CJIOBaM Thl He nosepuilb. IIpunérca nokasars. Maem.

keksk
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MBbI ycTpOrITUCh B HEOOJIBIIION YIOTHOM KOMHaTe. B OKHa 3aryisiibiBaio COMHBIIIKO, HO MEHs K
HUM He noanyctuiu. «He ceffyac» — mokayas rojloBOi Mol HOBOSIBJIEHHBI pOJCTBEHHUK. B ykpa-
I[IIEHHOM BUTHEBATOM POCITUCHIO KAMHUHE TPEIaan APOBa, MO BO3AYXY Pa3IMBAJICS MPUSATHBIN 3amax
XBOW, a 5 CHJIeIa B MATKOM Kpecyie ¥ MaJIeHbKUMHU TJIOTOYKAMU TTHJIa BKYCHBIA MSITHBIN Yail.

— Ycnokowmnace? — cpocwiia y @eonapa Kanupo, norisapiBas Ha MEHsI.

OH ynbIOHYJICA U TOXE MOCMOTpelT Ha MeHs. fl chenana emg napy IJI0TKOB Yasi U pacxpadpu-
J1ach.

— Tloka3swiBaiiTe, 4YeM BBl TaM e cCOOMpaMCh MEHsI IIOKMPOoBaTh. Tlocie Takoro MeHs yxe
HUYEM He yIUBUTh. Bpsn mu y Bac HAWAETCS YTO-TO, YTO MEPEKPOET U3BECTHE O TOM, UTO s TIPUH-
necca! MHTepecHo ToNbKO, TA€e MBI ceiiyac. ['eorpadusi He MOil KOHEK, HO, BpOJE, Y HaC MHOTO
MaJIEeHbKMX TOCYJapCTB, IJIe MOHAPXHS B XOMY.

— A BOT 3T0-TO TeOs ¥ yIUBUT, — yibIOHYIack Kannpo. — Tel B pyrom mupe, npuniiecca Ore-
cupa. Y 3TOT MUp OTIIMYaeTcs OT TOro, B KOTOPOM Thl BBIpOCIa. 3/1€Ch BCE MHAYE, IOTOMY YTO €CThb
marusi!

W oHa xJIonHYI1a B J1a/I01H, a 51 BCKPUKHYIA, 320paiach B KPECo ¢ HOTaMHU U BKaJlach B MSTKYIO
CIMHKY. A TIepeio MHOM: CBEpXY, BIIEpeU, CHU3Y, BOKPYT — pa3BepHyJiack kapta! Takoi ronorpadpuu
s ke B (paHTACTUUECKHX (PUIIbMAaxX He BUjIeNa. DTO ObUIO HACTOIBKO 3aBOPAXUBAIOIIEE U MTyTalolIee
3peJIMILIE, YTO S 3aJITIOM JIOMIJIA TOPSYUN Yaid.

— IIpaBwibHO, 5 TyAa YCIOKAWBAIOIIUE OTBap JA00aBwIIa, — YIBIOHYIach Kanupo.

— 910 Hai MUp, TBOX porHOU Mup, Onecupa. 3Aech Thl POAUIIACK, U 3[IECh TBOE MECTO, — TUXO
npousHec PeoHap.

Kaprunka BOKpyr Hac cMeHWIach, YBEIMUYWIACh U MOKa3ajla paBHUHBI, 10JI51, 3€JIE€HBIE MPO-
ctopbl. A deoHap NMpOIOIKIIL:

— D10 Haie KoposeBcTBO, Bracutap. OHO HeOOJBbIIIOE, HO MBI BIaJilceM MaJIeHBKON pedyIil-
KOU DMapo, eIMHCTBEHHON BO BCEM MHPE, BOJIBI KOTOPOU CIIOCOOHBI IPOTUBOCTOATH cujie TEMHOTO
KOpOJISL.

U kaptuHKa omsaTh M13MEHUIIACh. Terneps s Buena O0Jblue MpayHble TEPPUTOPUH, 3aTIHYTHIC
TYMaHOM.

— Dto TéMHOe KOpPOJeBCTBO, caMoe OObINoe U cribHOe. Ero mpaButens mopadboTUI Beex.
TEMHBIN KOPOJIb MPUKA3bIBAET, ¥ Mbl BBIHYKJIEHBI TIOBUHOBAThCs. HO HaM ocTaBUJIM WILTIO3UIO CBO-
601p1. MBI I1aTHIM TTOAATH, cCHabkaemM TEMHOe KOpOJIeBCTBO BCceM HEOOXOIUMBIM: IIPOBU3UEH, pecyp-
CaMH H...

®deonap 3amouai, He JIOrTOBOpUB. §l ke cupena, CKaBIIMCh, KaK 3aTPaBJICHHBIN KPOJIUK, U
XBarajia pToM BO3/1yX.

— XBaTurT Cc He€ NoKa, — nokayasa rojooil Kanupo. — [1ycts cHayana oco3Haer, 4yTo Marus B
MIPUHITUTIC CYIIIECTBYET.

Marus... Hy na, a nouemy Ob1 1 Het! VIHTEpecHO, UTO CityunTcst ObICTpee — roioBa B3OPBETCH,
WY s TIPOCTO COMy ¢ yma? A camoe mapIiMBoe BO BCEM 3TOM ObLIO TO, UuTo 51 moBepuia! Mo joruke,
Jo/KHA ObUIa B IEPBYIO OYEpeb MOAYMaTh, YTO 3TO UJIM Pa3BOJl Ha 3200/1a4HOM ypPOBHE, UJIA Y MEHS
c rosoBoui ipodeMsl. Ho st moBepuiia! TlopTpeTsl, MicTopusi MOel Ku3HU, BCE ke cxoautcs. U, kak
yTBEpKIaI0T (pUI0copbl BceX BpEMEH M HAPOIOB — BO3MOKHO BCE, UTO MO/ CHJTy OCO3HATh HAIIEMY
mo3ry. Tak st ocozHana! Be€ u cpa3y ocoszHana.

TomHoTa nozacTynuia, Ho s €€ nogasuia. Cena HOPMaJIbHO, OCTaBUJIA KPYKKY Ha CTOJIMK U
TUXO TIOIIPOCHJIA:

— MokHo em€ ycnokoutesibHOro 4yasi? Kak-1o He oueHb oMoraer.

— Thl OKa3asach cuiIbHEE, YeM Mbl HAJIESTUCh, — OXBaWiIa MeHs1 Kanupo, 1 HakosgoBasa eme
yasi.

1 3aroM BBINMIJIA TOPSIYME HAMMMTOK, CO CTYKOM BEpHYJIA YaIllKy Ha CTOJ U MOTpedoBaa:

— BriknagpiBaiite Bcé! He a1 TOro e, 94ToObl YaiiKy MOMKTh, BB MEHSI CIOJIA TIPUTAIIIHIH.
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Onu ¥ BeUTOKMIM. Tak BBUIOKUIIM, YTO OOpaTHO He 3acyHemnb! M BOT s yxke mpuHIIecca, Aa
e v MpeTeHAEHTKA Ha poJib HeBecThl TEMHOTr0 Koposisi. OKas3bIBaeTCsl, 9Ta TEMHAs BO BCEX CMbIC/IAX
3TOTO CJIOBA JIMYHOCTh HE TOJIBKO PECYPCHl C OKPECTHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB TSHYJA, €My €lIE U KEHUThCS
BAPYT pUcinamio! A ¢ BLIOOPOM Mpo01eMbl BOZHUKIIM, BOT OH U IPUIyMaJl, 3aTEHHUK TaKOH, YTOObI
OT KaXJI0ro TOJBJIACTHOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA €My Ha BBIOOp MpHHIECCY MpeaocTaBuid. Beero oquHHa-
ALIATh KOPOJIEBCTB, a BHIOOP-TO Heruioxoi ! Ho BOT mpoGiema, y 0fHOro KOpoJieBCTBa He TO, YTO MPUH-
LIECCHI, Jake KOpPOJIsl He OKa3aylock. TONbKO pereHT 3a Becex orayBaercs. U torna TEMHBINA KOpob
BBIIBUHYJ yIbTUMaTyM — «V1 iogaBaiiTe mprHIECCY, WK He ObITh BallleMy KOpPOJIEBCTBY BOOOIIIE.
[TomomMHY, U3HUYTOXKY, B CBOM BIIaJICHUS] BO3bMY». MOW /15 TIOyMaJl, IPUKUHYJ U IIPUHSIT HEJIET -
KO€ pellleHre — 11eJI0e KOPOJIEBCTBO BasKHEE OHOW TPOIOPOJHON IIeMsIHHUIIBL. W 1aske MHE TyT BO3-
pa3uth ObUTO Hevyero. Kak HU KpyTH, MOYTH MOJMHUJUIMOHA XKU3HEH MOIO OJHY IEpeBelINBaioT. A
3HAYUT, OBITH MHE TIPUHLIECCOM HA BBIJAHBE.

U Bcé OBl OBLTO HE TaK CTPAIITHO, €CJIM Obl HEe OTHO KaBeP3HOE YCIIOBUE — BCE HEBECTHI, KOTOPhIS
HE MPOIIYyT 0TOOP, BCE paBHO OCTaHYTCsA B TEMHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, IOTOMY UTO, BUAWTE JIU, KOPOJIb,
CTECHSIIKA TaKOW, HUKOTO, KTO €ro NCTUHHOE JIUIO YBUIWT, HE OTHYCTUT. BOT M momydaercsi, 4to
Y3 OAMHHAMAIATU MTPUHIIECC OJHOM JOCTAHETCS] COMHUTEBHOE CUACThe CTaTh KEHOU BeJUKOro Teém-
HOT'O KOpPOJIs1, @ OCTaJIbHBIE IECATh IPETEHICHTOK OyayT e€ npuaaHbM. M B KauecTBe yTenMTeTbHOTO
Npu3a «M0OeANTETbHULIE» TOCTAETCS MPABO YIPABJIECHUS CBOMM KOposieBcTBOM. O TOM, UTOOBI KeHa
[JIABHOT'O 3JI0/es] YYaCTBOBaJa B YIIPABJICHUU «MMIIEpUEl 371a» ¥ MeUTaTh HEe CTOMT.

41 pazmax mpoOaeMsl OIIEHUIIA, C HEJIENTI0 TUXO MAaHMKOBaJa M U3yJasia MaryacTb. [lotom napy
IHEeN 3aMOpauyrBajiach C STUKETOM, CTapajiach HE B3JparuBarh OT MPOSBICHUNA Maruu M Ciyliaja
JoATue HyaHble JieKimu s Peonapa Ha Temy « bl 10Ub CBOMX POAMTENICH, Thl CMOXKEIb». Y-
BUTEJILHO, HO OH JIECTBUTEIBHO BEPHJI, UTO 51 CyMEIO BBIICTUTHCS U3 TOJIIBI IIPETEHEHTOK M 3auH-
TepecoBarb TEMHOro KOposs.

— Ipocro Oyap codoit, Ost, — ¢ yabIOKON ToBopul Jsisi. — Y TeOsi ecTh TO, Yero He XBaraeT
BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM. ThI BHIpOC/IA B JPYTOM MHUPE M HE UCIIBITHIBACIIIb HETPUSI3HU K HEMY.

— Jla Kak-To mocJie BCero, 4to Bbl pacCKa3ayv, U CUMIATHU TOXEe HET, — CKPUBUJIACH 5.

— Ho, cornacuce, Thl ero He Gournbesi? — Bo3pasun DeoHap.

—Ilotomy uTo e1ié He BuieNa, — MPOBOpYAA 5. — 32 KPACHBBIE I71a3a YyJOBHILEM HEe HA3bIBAIOT.

— BrITyeT MHEHMe, 4TO OH CKpBIBAaET CBOE MCTMHHOE JIMLIO 32 YKacawouerd mackoi. Tak 4ro,
BIIOJIHE BO3MOKHO, BCE HE TaK IJIOXO, — OTBETHII AsisA. — 5l TOHMMAIO, YTO MPOIITY O MHOTOM, Thl HE
KWJa 31eCh M He 00sI3aHa BOJIHOBATHCS 32 T€X, KOTO He 3Haelllb, HO OT TeOs ceivyac 3aBHCAT KU3HU
BCEX IMOAJAHHBIX HAIErO KOPOJEBCTBA. DTHU JIIOAW JIIOOUIM TBOMX POAUTENEH, OOPOIUCh 32 HUX U
3aCIy’)KMBAIOT, YTOOBI 10Yb pora Biacto orcravBana ux Gnaronomydue.

— XKanp, 4T0 5 He 3HaIa UX, — TUXO MTPOM3HECIA, PA3IJISAAbIBAS MUHUATIOPHI POIUTEIICH.

— 51 Mory pacckazaTh 0 HHX, HO 3TO HE BOCHIOJIHUT TIOTEPIO, — MOKavas rojoBo# ass. — OqHo
THI JIOJDKHA 3HATh, TBOSI MaTh ObUIA HACTOJIBKO YIPsIMA, YTO JaXe KOrAa yKe He OCTANIOCh HAIeXK bl
Ha criaceHue, OHa Mpojoiikana 6oporbesa. M Kak TONBKO yOeauiach, 4to Thl B O€30MAaCHOCTH, OHA
OTIpaBUJIACh KO MHE, 4YTOOBI Nepenarh apredakT Biacti. Ha He€ Hamanm B MyTH, paHWIM, HO OHa
no06paack ¥ ¢ IOCJAESJHAM B3/I0XOM Tepeiaia MHe KOJIbIIO, OJ1arogapsi KOTOpOMY Halll poJi CMOT Bep-
HYTh ObUTOE Bemuue. B Tebe Toxke ecth 31a cuia, Ons.

N ®eonap npoTsaHy MHE JIaJIOHb, Ha KOTOPOU JIEKaJI0 HEB3PAYHOE KOJIEUKO C CHHIUM KaMHEM.

— BosbMu, 310 Hacieaue TBoero poja. B HEM 3akimovaercs cuja M BJIACTh HAILLIETO KOPOJIEB-
CTBA, — MPOIIENTA OH. — A €CJI He CMOKeEIllb, XOTs1 Obl COXPaHUIIIb YACTHUKY CBOEW ceMbU. TONBKO
HE MOKa3bIBall HUKOMY. DTO CHJIbHBIN apTedak, Korjaa OyJelb roToBa, MOYyBCTBYEIIb €0 MOIIb.

4l cHauasa pacqyBCTBOBaJIaCh, a KaK yCIbIIIaia MOC/IeJHUE CI0Ba, HAIIPATIIACH.

— [opoxaure. Yto 3HAUUT, s1 MOYYBCTBYIO? $1 UTO, TOKE Maruei Mory BiaaeTh?!
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— 9t10 marug poga. OHa mpoceinaercs He y Bcex. MHe Tak U He yJajoch €€ MOYyBCTBOBATb.
Ho s nouemy-To yBepeH, 4To B TeOe OHa MPOOYAUTCs, — YJIBIOHYJICS /s, BJIOXKUI KOJIBLO B MO0
PYKY U CKaJl e€. — Yiauu, JeBOYKa.

— Cnacu60, — ¢ TpyIOM BbIJIaBIJIA 51 B OTBET.
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I'masa 3.

A notom ObL1a 1o/rast HyHas Moe3Ka B HeyI0OHO! KapeTe 1 MpoxJiaaHas Bcrpeya B TéMHOM
KOPOJIEBCTBE, OKA3aBIIEMCs HE TAKUM YK M MpauHbIM, IO KpaHel Mepe, Ha nepBblid B3nisaa. Cpasy
e TI0 IpUOBITHY MeHsI Tiepeiaii B BeJeHue Hekor jien Capko. M Takux cTpajganmil, Kak s, ObUIo
emE aecsATh. Beex Hac coOpasiv B OJJHOM JIyIITHOW KOMHATe, 3aCTaBUJIA YaCcOB JIECSTh JKJIaTh, TTOKA HEe
MpUOYAyT 3ar03/aBIIKe, a MOTOM ITPOBENIU CKYION UHCTPYKTAX.

— He nogarMath rofoBsl, He JieflaTh pe3KUX IBUKEHUI, He TOBOPUTD, MIOKA €T0 BEJTMYECTBO He
o0paTuTCs K BaM, — pacXaxuBasi riepejl HaMu, Belllasia TyJHast moxuias jgeau Capko. — M Hu B koem
clly4yae He npHKacathes K Kopomio! Jlaxke eciu OH MojacT pyKy, He puKacarbes!

Byaro Kk BcTpede ¢ AUKUM 3BEpeM T'OTOBAT — MojiyMaia st Torja. M kak oka3anioch OTOM, Oblia
HeJlaJieKka OT UCTHUHBI. A TIOTOM HAC BCeX ellIE U Mepeojiesiv B OMUHAKOBbIE Oesible CBaIcOHbIE TIAThS.
N mua 3akpbun pator. OcMoTpesiach U MOHsIA, YTO OHA TOJILKO M3HYTpU npo3pauHast. CHapyxu
TKaHb OblJIa HermpoHHIIaeMo-6es10ii. To ecTh, Mbl BUIeIU BCE, a HAIIM JIMIIA OCTABAINCH CKPBITHI OT
7123 OKpYy>Kalomux !

DTO YTO 3a CMOTPUHBI TAKME, KOTJIa HEBECTHI )KEHUXA BUIAT, a OH UX HeT? CTpaHHOCTEN BCE
nipudassiioch. Ho 51 ctapaniack He BBIAEIATHCS M MIOKOPHO 1LIa, Kyaa Besenu. Hac npusesnu B orpom-
HBII CBETJIBIY 3471, B LIEHTPE KOTOPOTO BO3BBILIAJICS YEPHBII, OCHOBATEJIbHBIN TAKOW, KAMEHHBI TPOH
C BBICOKOW CITMHKOW, YBEHUYAaHHON MHOXECTBOM OCTpBIX 3yOroB. Hy MmpsiMo Kpeciio CHesKHOM KOpo-
JIeBbI, TOJILKO B YEPHBIX TOHAX.

Hac BeicTpousu B psifi B LIEHTpe 3aj1a, NOMPABUIIN TU1aThsl, YOSIUINCh, YTO JIUIA CKPBITHI TKA-
HBIO (PAThI U OCTABUJIM OJHUX.

— MosnuuTte 1 He IBUralTeCh, OKa HE IPUKAXKYT, — HIenHyJa jJeau CapKo Hamocle10kK, U OTOo-
IIJIa B CTOPOHKY.

W MbI Tak cTosIM OKOJIO Mostyvaca. Sl cHavasa 4éTKO UCTONHSIA MHCTPYKIIUU U HE IBUTAJIACh,
MOTOM HOTH 3aTEKJIU U HavaJla yKPaJaKou pa3MUHATh UX, TIOIJISIIbIBas IO CTOpOHaM. Mou nofipyru no
HECYACThIO MPOIOIKATA M300pakaTh CBaJieOHbIe CTOJIOMKY. [la OTKy/a y HUX CTOJIBKO TEPIEHUS-TO?
TO ke MBITKA HacTodIas!

[Noka oxkuaany 3ana3/iblBaloIInX, s IMbITAJIACh MMOOOIIATHCS C YKe MPUOBIBINMMU JAEBYIIKAMHU.
Ho oHM ObUTH Tak HamyraHel, YTO HOPMAJILHOTO OOINEHUsI HE MOTYyYWIOCh. BUIMMO MMEHHO CTpax
TIOMOTaJT UM MPOSIBIISITh TAKYIO CTOMKOCTD. 51 TOke 60s171ach, HO HE IO TAKOW K€ CTETNeHU, YTOOBI Ipe-
BpaTUTHCA B CTATYIO M HUUETO He YyBCTBOBaTh. Heyxkenu TEMHBIN KOPOJIb AeHCTBUTENHHO HACTOIBKO
yXKaceH?

OTBeT Ha 3TOT BOIMPOC $1 MOJIyYrJIa HATJISAHBIN.

JlBepb B ApyroM KOHIIE 3aj1a OTKpblIack U BowmeEn OH! f 4yTh He ymana, Korma paccMoTpesna
€ro «MpeKpacHblil JUK». YEpHasA ¢ cepbIMHM BKPAIUICHUSIMU KOXa, KJIBIKK Pa3MEPOM C TOJ MOEro
MU3HHIA, HATIOJI3A0IIMe HA HUKHIO CUHIONIHYIO T'yOy. BepxHsist BooOIe enBa yraasiBanach. M cse-
TAIIMECsS KpacHble r1a3a. Be€ 9To BKyIe ¢ Bpojie Kak YeloBeYeCKUM TeJIOM, YIIAaKOBAHHBIM B UEPHBIN
KOCTIOM, ¥l YEPHBIMH K€ BOJIOCAMH CMOTPEJIOCh ITPocTo youiictBeHHO! U 310 Ham xeHux ? [oxkanyii,
MHE elI€ paHO BBIXOAUTDb 3aMyXk. BOT TOBKO UTO MOHSIIA, YTO COBCEM, OECIIOBOPOTHO PaHO!

— Ero koposesckoe BemmuectBo [Japan TeMHbli! — TpOMOIJIaCHO OOBSBUI KTO-TO.

N HukTO He mormeBenuics. A y MeHs HOTU BIpPYr 3aapoxand. He ot crpaxa, HeT. XoTs U
CTpAIIIHO OBUIO JKYTh KaK, HO MOM HOT'M TpeOoBan ABkeHUsl. [Ipruém OBICTPOro U B MPOTUBOIIO-
JIO)KHOM OT KEHHXa HaIpaBJICHUH. A BCce IPOIOJIKAIIU CTOSTh, Jiepka cTpoil. Kakue-To HerpoOuBa-
eMble Y HUX TYT IIPUHIIECCHI. S yke pa3 JecsTh MbICJIEHHO MePeK pecTUIach, MOHsLIA, YTO STOTO MaJio
Y Hayajla MOJUTHLCS. Takoro 4yeprsiky HU OfIHA HOpMaJibHAs JIEBYIIIKA HE TO, YTO B MYKbSIX, JaXKe B
Ka4yecTBE HOUHOI'O KOIIIMapa He BbIBe3eT!
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A 0HO, B CMBICTIE CYKeHBIH, mpuOmkancs. [Ionomén, oKuHyI CTPOi HEBECT KYTKUM B3TJISIOM
Y U3PEK HEOKMIAHHO MPHUATHBIM ITyOOKMM T'OJIOCOM, YKa3bIBast MAJIbLIEM:

— Dra, 3Ta ¥ 3Ta Cpasy HeT.

JleBy1iieK, Ha KOTOPBIX YKa3aJu, TYT jKe OTBeJsia B CTOPOHKY Jienu Capko. [Ipu3HaThCs 4ecTHo,
s UM T03aBUOBaIA. S BCE MOHMMAIO, U JIaXKe TOTOBA Ha TIOABUTH BO UMsI KOPOJIEBCTBA CBOMX POJIH-
TeJIEW, HO HE IO TaKOH ke cTereHu!

A oOpasuHa KJIbIKacTasi MPOIIENCS BOJb MOPEAEBILEro CTPOsi, TOCTOSIT HEMHOTO B CTOPOHKE
U TIOIEN 00PATHO, PUHIOXUBASICH !

— DTy TOXe yOparh, U 3Ty, — ObUI €r0 BEpAUKT MOCe OOHIOXMBAHUS.

Emgé nBoux meBymiek oTBenu K creHouke. Ho 3a0pakoBasiv, K COXaJIeHUIO, OMATh He MEHSI.
[NepBbiii 3Tan 0TOOpPA MCKITIOUMIT BCEX TOJHEHbKUX, BTOPOW CKOCWIJI He Tak MaxHymux. Hamo xe,
Kako# nmpuBepeuBbIi. M 310 ¢ ero-to nanueiMu! A uro Oyaet nassiie? I1o pocTy Mbl Bce IpUMEpPHO
paBHbl. VIHTEpecHO, Kako# cieayiommii Kputepuii? [1atepo yxe BBIOBLIM, HAC OCTAJIOCHh HIECTEPO.
TakuMu TeMraMu MUHYT Yepes3 AecsTh BCceX 3a0paKyer.

Ho koposb permn nHave. OH ycesicst Ha CBOM TPOH U IMPUKA3aJL:

— My3BbIKy.

[o 3amy nonunack TAryYas nepearByartas MeIoausl.

— Tanuyiire, — B3MaxHyn pykoid TEMHBII KOPOJIb.

W HeBecThl Hayamu TaHmeBaTh. OHU KPYKWIU TIO 3aJTy, B3MAXUBAIM PyKaMH, TUIABHO M3ruda-
JIUCh Y HAKJIOHSUTHCh. B 0011iem, TaH1ieBaiu. A s CMOTpeJia Ha BCE 3TO M B TOJIOBE KPYTHJIACH TOJIBKO
OJIHA MBICITb — « MBI JIJIS1 HEero Kak oO0e3bsiHKM Ha apeHe». Hy u 3aueM mMHe 310? BhiOeper syuriyio
00€e3bsIHKY U JIOBEPUT el yrnpasiieHue e€ koposiectBoM? ComHeBatoch. [la OH ckopee mpocTo otoe-
PET camylo 3a0aBHYI0, YTOOBI U3JIEBAThCS HAJl HEl Becesiee ObLI0. A OCTaJIbHBIC B Pe3epBe OCTAaHYTCS.

Koraa xoposs BeTasi ¢ TpoHa U MOWIEN K HaM, JPYyrye MPUHIIECCHl HAYaIu emié OoJblie cTa-
parbcs. OHM BepTeIMCh BOKPYT HEro U MPU3BIBHO BHITMOATIHICEH, HO HE TTPUOMIKAINCH. A s TIPOION-
kana cTosTh 0e3 ABMkeHus. M jaxke Korga MmoHsuIa, 4To OH MAET UMEHHO KO MHE, He C/IBUHYJIACH
C MecCTa.

— [ouemy THI HE TaHITyelb 7151 MeHsI? — CIPOCHIT OH, OCTAHOBUBIIIMCH B TIape METPOB OT MEHSI.

VY Hero Tak CBETWIMCh IJa3a, YTO s C TPYIOM YyAepXkaiach, YTOObI HE MPUIYCTUTh Kyaa
nopaseiie. M 311 rmasza cMotpenu npsimo Ha MeHsi! Tak v 3amepna, He OTBO/s OT HUX B3rsAaa. [Ipo-
CTO, €CJT TIOCMOTPETh Ha BCE €ro JIMIIO, ¢ cTpaliHee Oy/eT.

— 4 cipocuit. OtBevaid, — npukasai TEMHBII KOPOJIb.

— DT1a My3bIKa Il TAPHOTO TaHIIA, — OTBETHJIA MIEPBOE, YTO MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY.

W oH BOpyr NpoTsHyI MHE PyKy. BrioiHe HOpMaJIbHYIO YeJIOBEYECKYIO PYKY, C OOBIYHOM, a He
YEPHOU B KPANTMHKY KOXkeH. 51, Kak 3aBOpOXEHHAs, YCTABIIACH HA €T0 JIaJIoHb, a B TAMSITH BCILIBLIO
«/ HM B KOEM cilyuae He TpUKacaTbcs K ero BenuvectBy! Jlaxke eciy OH MOAACT PyKy, HE MpHKa-
carbCs !».

— Ham kareropmyecku 3arpeTiiiv K BaM IMPHKAcaThCs, — YAbIOHYIaCh BAHOBATO.

XOTs OH ke He BUe] Moel yabiOoku, y MeHs ata BommeOHas. Ho oH, e€, BUIUMO, YCTIbIma
B MOEM ToJIOCE.

— Tsl MeHs He OOMIITBCS? — CIIPOCHIT KOPOJIb-MOHCTP.

S mocMoTpena 1Mo CTopoHaM, MOHsLIA, YTO BCE CefYac MPUCIYIIUBAIOTCS K HAIlleMy Pa3roBOPY
U TIOTIBITAJIACh TIOI0OPATh MPaBUJIbHBIE CJIOBA.

— Bompoc He B ToM, 00I0Ch M 51, BAKHO, 3a4eM 3TO BaM.

INoHsina, 4To 3aBEpHYJIA YTO-TO HE TO, HO OTCTYMATh OBLIO YKe MO3JHO.

— Yt0o UMEHHO? — COITLYPHJICS OH.

W MHe BApPYT MOKA3aJI0Ch, UTO 32 CBEUEHUEM CKPBIBAIOTCS BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIbHBIE YeIOBEYECKHUE
raza. Ho HeTr, OH yCMeXHYJICsI, IeMOHCTPHPYS KJIBIKM, U OT HOPMAJbHOCTH TaM OCTAJICS TOJIBKO
KYyLIBII XBOCTUK. Pa3Be uTo mogOopoaoK, eciy He CUMTaTh SK30THYECKOTO OKpaca KOXH.
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— Tak 4ro ke Jyist MeHs1 BaxHO? 3auemM MHe BCE 3TO, IO-TBOEMY ? — CITPOCHIT OH.

— Bawm BugHee, — npoGypuasia si, OIyCTUB TOJIOBY.

— Her, otBeTs, uT0 qyMmaelinb, — moTpedOBasl KOPOJIb.

Bor xe npusszancsa! Yto g qymaio? Jla Tl HE OTMOEIILCS, €CIU 5 3TO BCIyX ckaxy! OnHO
paayer, Mory He OOsIThCsI, UTO TIO JIMITY SMOIMY MPOYMUTAET. A KCTaTH. ..

— 3auem BaMm Bc€ 370 npezcTaBieHne? [ToueMy Hallm JUIa CKPBITHI, @ Bbl HAC CBOUM OCKaJIOM
nyraere?

Uro s necy?! [Mouemy Kk cBaieOHOMY HapsLy €mIE U KJIAI He Mpriaraics?

— Yt0?! — npoperyan TEémHBII KOPOJIb U HAYaJ PACITYCKATh BO BCE CTOPOHBI YEPHBII JIbIM.

Ero ouepranus cMazaiuch, BO3/1yX BOKPYT 3aIpoxkajl. A MOTOM CIYUYHJICS HACTOSIIIUI B3pbIB!
OH B30pBaJICSI YEPHOH TYyuel, pacron3asich Ha MOJOBUHY 3a1a. CBEpXy MOCHINAIUCH XJIOMbs CaXH,
a BOKPYT BCE 3aBOJIOKJIO JIHIMOM.

Hy BOT 1 BC€, 3aKOHUMIIOCH MOE BOJIIIEOHOE TPUKJTIOUEHHE — TPOHECIIACh B TOJIOBE yXKacalolast
MbIcTb. OH ke ceftuac yObeT MeHsi! M BuHOBaTa B 9TOM 51 cama. Hy:KHO ObLIO CIeauTh 32 S3bIKOM!
Ho mue Ha nomors npuriuia jgeau Capko.

— B-B-Bailie BeMuecTBO, NOKAIYHCTA. .. H-H-HE HAJIO... — 3aMKasiCh TpOJereTana 9Ta OTBaXK-
Hasl JKeHIIMHA, OTTECHUB MEHS 32 CBOIO CIIHHY.

— He Hayio uto? — npopokoTasa u€pHas Kiyosimasics (urypa, eqsa HaOMHHAIOIIAS OYepTa-
HUSIMH YeJIoBeKa. — Bbl TOMKHBI ObUTH OOBSICHUTH TTPABIIA. 3aIpelieHo OTKPbIBAaTh POT, TOKA 5 caM
K HAM He 00pantych !

— CnipaBeyIMBOCTH pajJy, Bbl IEPBbIIA CO MHOM 3arOBOPHJIN, — TUXO BCTABWJIA 51, BBITJISIBIBAS
13-3a 1ieva Jieau.

— Bce B0-0-0H! — onATh HAUMHAS PACHON3AThCS B UEPHYIO Ty4Y, IIPOrPOXOTAI KOPOJIb.

N Hac cnenHo 3BakyupoBaJIy.
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I'nasa 4. TAPDJI

— IIpekparu! — mpopsryal KOpoJIb, CXBATUBILIKCH 32 TOJIOBY. — Thl CBOAMILIL MEHS C YMa.

— 51 xouy ux Bcex! OHU Takue IOHbIe, Takie CUiIbHBIE. 1 JomkHa mornpodoBaTh Bcex! — mpo-
J0JDKaJla HAMENThIBATh DA, KIyOsCh BOKPYT HETO.

— 41 obeman tede omHy. OnHy U nonyuuib, — orpe3ai dapan. — Bon u3 moeii rosnoBbr! Th
TOJILKO MeIIaelb!

— Cornacuch, 3a0aBHO BBIIIUIO, — 3QJIWJIACh CMEXOM ThMa. — Thl OBepr ux B yxkac. OHU Tak
KPUYaAJIM U TaK BKYCHO IaxXJIM CTpaxom!

— Wnu o1 Gosbliie He Oyaelh BMEIUBATLCS U BHIBOAUTH MEHSI CBOMMU PEILIMKaMU He K MECTY,
WJIM HAIIl JIOTOBOP OTMEHSIETCsI, — CKBO3b 3yObl TPOU3HEC TEMHBII KOPOJIb.

— Kakoit e Tbl CKy4HBII B MOcliefHee BpeMsi, — OOMKEeHHO MpoTsHyna duima. — Heyxenu He
XOUelllb IOPE3BUTHCS HATOCeIoK? PaHbllle Mbl Tak Becesio BMeCTe MPOBOAMIN BpeMsl, 3a0aBsIsICh
HaJI JIIOOUIIIKAMH.

— Beceno 6bu10 TeOe. MHe Beerja npeTuia HeolpaBJaHHasl KeCTOKOCTb. ITO PACTOUUTETHHO
Y HeJJaJIbHOBUJIHO, — YCTaJIo mpou3Hec Hapait.

— Tel yTpaTui 10HOIIECKUI 330D, MAJIBYMK MOM, — MOKYPHJIA €0 ThMa, IPUHUMAs OYepTaHUS
JKEHIIVHBI U TPUCAKUBASCH PAIOM.

— $1 moB3pociieN U HaydwIIcsl He 3aBUCETh OT TeOs1, DIia, — MoKaval OH rojoBoi. — [Ipumu
3TO, CMMPUCh U HE MEIlIail MHE BBINOJIHATH CBOIO YaCTh JI0TOBOPA.

— XO0poI110-Xopo1Io, — NOAHsIA PYKU Y€pHas TymaHHas ¢gurypa. — Ho no3Bosb 3aMeTuTh, MHE
TIOHPABIJIACH Ta Jiep3Kas JIeBUOHKA. Ecim Obl ThI IEWCTBUTEILHO BHIOMpAIT KEeHY, TIOXAITYH, CO Bpe-
MEHEM U3 He€ MOKHO ObUTO OBl BOCIIMTATH IOCTOMHYI0 TEMHOTO KOposist cynpyry. OTHaKO HA OHa, HU
mo0asi Apyrasi HUKOTJa He CTaHeT JijIsl TeOsl JIydIled CITyTHUIICH, YeM Oblla s BCe TU JICCSTUIICTHS,
MWIBIA. 3alIlOMHHA MOM CJIOBA, ThI Oy/IeIh CKY4aTh 1O MHE. ..

ThbMa pacruiblIach 1o cnajibHe, MOTEPJIACH O MUIEY0 MYKYMHBI U YJIETYYHIIACh B OTKPBITOE OKHO.
OH npoBOIMIT €€ 3JIIM B3[JISIOM M MPOLIENTall C HEHABUCTBIO:

— Ila, s HuKoraa te0s He 3a0yy, K COKAJICHUIO. . .

Ho ThMa ero yxe He ciplliajia, OHa OTIIPaBWIIACH TYJA, [I€ IOTUIUCh B MAJIEHBKOM KOMHATKE
1IECTh JEBYILEK, OJJHA U3 KOTOPbIX B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU OTJACT €/ CBOE TeJO. DA TaK JOJro Mija
K 9TOMY, UTO Terepb, KOI/a I1ejb Obuia OJIM3Ka, Kak/las MHUHYTa OXKUIAHUS Ka3alach e BEYHOCTHIO.
OnHa Bekamu CKUTaJach M0 MUPaM B MOMCKAX COCY/A, CIIOCOOHOrO BMECTUTh €€ 4€pHyto aymnry. Ho
BCE JIIOM OBUTH Tak cy1albl, TaK XPYIKUA U HEOJITOBEYHBL. Jlake omapEHHbIe Maruei JeBYyIIKU pac-
CBIIAJIMCh MTPAXOM JIMIIb OT TPUKOCHOBEHUSI TEMHOTO JyXa.

A notom cinyumiiocs uyno! Jlep3kuil MasipuuiiKa, 00opBaHell, He MPOKUBIININ eIlIE U IeCSITH-
JeTHsi, caM OecCTpalrHO KOCHYIICs e€ v Bbuki! OH Urpaicsl ¢ Heil, Kak ¢ oObiyHbIM TyMaHoMm! Thma
BO3HETOJIOBAJIA U CKaJla €r0 OTBAXKHOE, HO TAKOE MAJIEHBKOE CEpIEYKO, CTPEMSCh Pa3daBUTh, YHU-
YTOKUTb, 00paTUTh B renes. Ho oObIuHbIN YesoBeuecKkuil peOEHOK BbIAEPKATl CMEPTEIbHYIO XBATKY.
W torpa Dumna ucnyranack — Hey:KeJl CUbl TOKUAAIOT e€? OHa OTCTYIWIa U JOJIrOe BpeMs IpH-
CMaTpPUBAJIACh K MAJIbYMILIKE, KOTOPBIN C KAKAbIM THEM CTAHOBUJICS BCE CUJIbHEE.

JInib crnycTs HECKOJIBKO JIET ThMa PEIIMJIaCh BHOBb KOCHYTbCS [lapana, u ¢ TeX nmop HUKOrga
He nokujaia ero. [Ipomen Bek U oHa MOHsIA, YTO €€ MajbuuK, €€ Teémublii Koposb, cran gocra-
TOYHO CHJIEH, YTOOBI HAWTHU U OATOTOBUTH JIsI He€ KpenKuii cocy. Ho Maibuuinka BeIBUHYJI OTBET-
Hoe TpeboBaHue. OH mocMen crtaBuTh el ycioBusi! Takoro Dmima MpocTUTh HE MOIMJIA, HO y Heé
ObLIO JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI HAYUUThCs TeprieHn0. OHa MOJoKAET, OyIeT JIACKOBOU U YCTYII-
YUBOW. .. [IOKA HE MOJIy4HUT cocy!
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JleBy1iku, He oj103peBast, YTO 32 HUMHU HAOTIOAAIOT, SMOLIMOHATIBHO 0OCY K Ia/IN CBAIUBIIAECS
Ha MX JIOJIIO UCTIBITAaHUS, 4 ThMA PacILIECKAIACh TEHBIO B YIUIy KOMHATBHI, C XKaJIHOCTBIO paccMaTpuBast
ux u yropapuBas ce0st «[logoxmau. [Tomoxau eme HeMHOT0».

— V MeHs ecTb IPeAJIOKEHUE, OT KOTOPOT'O Bbl HE 3aXOTUTE OTKA3aThCs! — € AKapoM IpOU3Heca
OZIHA U3 IIPUHILIECC.

N Dmima Hayasia NpUCIyIIMBAaThCS K pa3roBOpy, Y3HAB B HEW Ty caMmylo JIEP3KYIO JIEBYOHKY,
IMOCMEBLIYIO 3asABUTH Jlapaiy B JIMLIO, 4TO OH ypouiuB. [J1ymnas, MajeHbKas MbIIlIKa, OHA U HE MOJ0-
3peBaeT, HacKOJIbKO ommobaercs. [TopoyHas KpacoTa 3TOro MyKYMHBI HE OCTaBMJIA PAaBHOMYILITHON
Jaxe e€, BEYHOIO JyXa ThbMbl, IOBUJABILEIO 34 THICAYEIETHS CYLIECTBOBAHUS HEUCUYNUCIUMOE MHO-
KECTBO OTTEHKOB YPOACTBA U COBEPILIEHCTBA.
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I'nasa 5.

[MoTpénaHHbil HEe3aIUIAHUPOBAHHBIMUA OOEBBHIMHU JEHICTBUSIMH, TOPEEBIINI OTPsA HEBECT
I0THJICS B HEOONbIIION KoMHaTe 0e3 OKOH. Jlenu CapKo cTano HeXOpoIIo Mocye MePeKUTOro CTpecca,
Y OHa ylUIa, a Hac ocTaBWIM ofHUX. Criacu6o, XoTh yxHH npuHecan. Ho Bcem Obuto He O efpl.
JleBy111eK 3aMETHO MOTPSAXUBAJIO, HO Ha MEHS OHHU MONJIAIBIBAJIA HE C OCYXKJIEHHUEM, a C KanocTeio. U
TOJIBKO OJHA ITPUHIIECCA IPOXKaja He OT CTpaxa, a OT BO3MYIIIECHUS.

— Tel 4TO TBOPHLIBL? — TOXOWAA KO MHE BIUIOTHYIO M TKHYB IAJIBLIEM B ILIEUO, MPOIIUIIETA
sipKasi OpIOHETKa C KOITHOW HEMOCTYIITHBIX KYJpeid, KOTOpbIE C TPYOM y/IepKHBAIM B IPUYECKE aTiac-
HBIE JIEHTBI. — 3a4€M TbI 3TO ycTpomsa?!

— IIpunnecca MaHona, He ocyxkJaiiTe e€, — HeCMeJIO MONPOCKIa MUJIOBHIHAS OJIOHIMHKA C
SAIMOYKaMH Ha IeKax. — JTO ke HacueaHuna Bnacro.

— A Te6s, BeapuHa, He cripamMBai, — MOBEPHYJIach K Hell OpioHeTKa. — MHe 1ieBarb, KTo
oHa! M y’ TOYHO KaJIOCTh K CUPOTKE B1acTo He MOMEIaeT MHE OTCTOATh CBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO. Y BCEX
Bac, — 0OBesla OHAa THEBHBIM B3IVISIIOM MPHUCYTCTBYIOIINX, — €CTh OpaThsi WM CECTPBL. A sy OTLA
onHa! U ecim g He crany TémHouM KoponeBou, ['asTa MMIIUTCA €IMHCTBEHHOM HACJIEJHULIBL.

— Cuuraii, 4to y Tebs1 HET COIEpHUII, — MPOTOBOPHUIIA 51, TOTHpast Tiedyo. — [Toxoxke, HUKTO,
Kpome TeOs1, He TOPHT JKeJTaHUEM CTAHOBHTHCSI KEHOM 9TOr0 MOHCTpA.

— Hdymaers, st xo4y? — cKpuBHIach MaHona. — Y MeHsl, B OTJIMYME OT Bac, HeT BbiOopa! [axke
Thl MOXELIb HE NIepekuBaTh. Bracurap npekpacHo npoxkuBET Oe3 Te0s1, Kak U paHblle. 3aueM OHU
BOOOIIE TPU3HAIIM, YTO ThI KMBA?

— Bunumo notomy, 4To y HEX TOXe He ObUIO BBIOOpA, — oTBeTHIIA 5. — Korna TémHbIN Koponib
TpedyeT, He MPUHATO OTKa3biBaTh. BepHo?

—Ho y Te6s ectb asins. Teneps, koraa Tedst O0IbIIIE HE IPSIYT, Thl MOKEIIb O(PUIMAIBHO TIepe-
JaTh EMY BJIACTb. A €CJM 5 He CTaHy )eHoM TEMHOro Kopois, MOl poauHy KIET nepesopot! ¥V Hac
HeT POACTBEHHMKOB, 5 €IMHCTBEHHAs HacjeqHuLa. Biacts 6e3 Haceaus oOpedyeHa Ha cBepkeHue !

W MaHona oTBepHyJIach, CKaB KyJaku. A f, MOXaJIyH, TOJIBKO Cedvyac OCO3HAJIA, HACKOJIBKO
BCE Y’KacHO U cepbE3HO. J10 TOro MOMEHTa JI1s1 MeHs 3TO ObUIO CTPAIIHBIM, HECOMHEHHO TSIKETBIM U
CyAbOOHOCHBIM, HO BCE e JIMYHbIM UCIIBITAaHUEM. Tenepb ke s MOHsJIA, YTO Ha KOHY He TOJIbKO MOE
Oynyiee, peub UAET O Thicsiuax ku3Hei! s Brnacurapa cnacenuem craio yxe To, 4To s1 BOOOIIe
y4acTBYIO B OTOOpE HEBECT, a JUIsl KOTO-TO 3TOT OTOOP €JMHCTBEHHBIH IIIAaHC CIIACTU CBOIO POAVHY.

ITocMoTpena Ha OCTaIbHBIX IPUHIIECC, NTOKavyaJla roJI0BOM U CIIPOCHJIA ITPAMO:

— Bul ke He xoTUTE, YTOOBI OH Bac BhIOpas?

— Jlydmie cmepts, — npoiuentaia beapuna.

— A MHe oTel| cKazall, 4To, KOrja BCE 3aKOHYUTCSI, OMPOOyeT OOMEHSITh MEHsI Ha ajMa3Hble
PYAHUKH, — BCXJIMMHYJA npuHLecca CesleHrnpa ¢ OrpOMHBIMU, TIOJIHBIMU CJIE3 FOYOBIMM IJ1a3aMH.

— 51 BoOOIIE MITaIIast B ceMbe, y MEHs Tpu Oparta U cecTpa, — OIYCTHJIA B3IJIS/L PhUKEBOIOCAs
BECHyIlIUaTas KypHocasd Mapuika, ¢ KOTOpoy s TO3HAKOMWJIACh €ILE NEPE CMOTPUHAMH.

— A y MeHs1 Bcero OfIiH Opar, HO OH Y’Ke XEeHaT U Y Hero ecTb chbiH. Tak uto st Oymy TONbKO paja,
ecim TEMHBIN KOpoJb BEIOEPET ApyTyIo, — POM3HECIA MOCIEAH SIS U3 Halllel 0Opeu&HHOM MecTEPKHY,
LIaTeHKa YJIapy ¢ 4yTh PAaCKOCBIMU IIa3aMHU.

N uto *e nmomywaerca? [Iyis Bcex Hac TE€MHBIA KOPOJIb 3TO HACTOAIIMK Kommap HasBy. Ho
TOJIBKO OJTHA M3 HAaC TOTOBA MUPUTHCS C STUM KOLIMApOM paJy CBOEro KoposeBcTBa. Tak mouemy Obl
He rorpoOoBarh moMoyb eii? Bexp Manona npaga, 17151 He€ 3ToT 0TOOp 3HAYMT ropaszio Oosbliie, YeM
11 octanbHbIX. [a, 19 ©eonap BepUT B MEHS, HO OH M CaM ITPEKPACHO clipasJisgeTcs ¢ Brnacurapom.
Ja 1 Kakas u3 MeHs npaButenbHUNa? Mos nodesa B 3TOM 0TOOpe TOJIBKO HaBPEAUT KOPOJIEBCTBY.
He roBops yxe 0 TOM, 4TO S COLPOraioch Aaxe OT MBICIM O TOM, YTO 3TO UYyJOBULIE IMPUKOCHETCSA
ko MHe. Crarb ero xeHou? YBoiubre!
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— ¥V MeHs ecTb MpeasioKeHne, OT KOTOPOro Bbl HE 3aXOTHTE OTKa3aThCsl! — 0ObsBUIIA BOOILY-
LIEBJIEHHO.

keksk

Mos unesi moHpaBuiach BceM. M Ha myTH e€ BOIUIOIMIEHHS ObLIO TOJBKO OJHO, HO BECOMOE
npenstcTBre — TEMHBIN Koposib. CyTh IPEIOKEHHS COCTOsIA B TOM, YTOOBI TOMOYb MaHnojte mode-
auTh B 0TOOpe HeecT. [Ipobiema 3akmoyaiack B TOM, YTO HUKTO U3 HAC HE 3HAJI, Yer0 MIMEHHO XOUeT
xenux. [lepBasi BcTpeva ¢ HUM MOKa3aia, YTo KpUTepur oTdéopa MOryT ObITh KAKUMHU yrogHo. Yero
TOJIKO CTOUT OOHIOXMBaHUe! W ObIJIO JIOTMYHO MPEAIoNoKuTh, YTO TIPU CIICAYIOIIeH BCTpeue eMy
3aX04eTcsl yBUIETh HAIM JUIIA. A TYT yKe Mbl ObUTH He BiacTHel. Hy mourw. ..

— A 41O, ecni MBI OyIeM KOPYMTh POXHUIIBI? — TIpesiokuiaa Mapuika. — $1, Hapumep, Mory
KOCUTb IJ1a3a.

W oHa mpoaeMoHCTprpoBasia CBOM TaJIaHT, 3a0aBHO CKOCHB IJ1a3a K HOCY.

Bce 3acmesiics, a 51 OTIpaBuiia B pOT OYEPEAHYIO JIOKKY OCTBIBIIETO pary, KOTOpOe HaMm IpH-
Hecau Ha yxuH. [IpoxeBaia u mokavasa rojioBoi:

— Tel He cMOXelb ienaTh 3TO JOIITO.

— Jla npaBaa 4to 11? — MOBEPHYJIACh OHA KO MHE.

beapuna menknyna najpuaMu nepen €€ HocoMm, Ho Mapuiika J1axe He B3IpOrHyJia, a Iia3a Tak
Y IPOJOJIKATIN KOCUTb.

— Ox, TémHbIil Koposb UAET, — npolenTtaia MaHona.

Ha cron Tyt e ynanmu tpu n0kKku. A Mapuika UCIyraHHO MOPrHyJia, M €€ Ia3a BCTaJld Ha
MECTO.

— Poxu1ipl TYyT HE MOMOT'YT, — MOZIBEJIA UTOT SKCTIEPUMEHTA S1.

— IIputBOoprMcs 1ypoukamu? — npeuioxkuia Yiuapu. — Bynem Bectu ceds Iyrno, Kak JeTH.

— He ynuBiiocs, eciiv eMy 3T0 IOHPaBUTCS, — CKpUBUJIaCh MaHoJ1a.

— Kopsictb, — BOpyr nporoBopuia pookas CeneHupa. — My IuHBI He JTI0OST KOPHICTHBIX JKEeH-
umH. [lokaxem eMy, YTO XOTUM BJIaCTH, M OH OTKaXETCs OT Hac.

—Torpa yx nporiie MHe IPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATh UHTEPEC K HEMY, KaK K My KUMHE, — YCMEXHYJIACh
Manona. — MOXHO CKOJIBKO YTOJIHO rajjaTh, HaM BCE paBHO HE MOHATh MOTUBHI TéMHOro Koposist. OH
MOXET BBIOpaTh JIIOOYI0 — IJIYIYI0, KOCYIO, KaJHYI0, MM Ty, KTO MKHET ciy4aiiHo. Criacu6o teoe,
Ouns, 32 MOAJEPKKY, HO TAK Y HAC HUYETO HE MOTYYUTCS.

— JIo/mKHO OBITH YTO-TO, KaKasi-TO MEJIOYb. .. — YIPSIMO MTPOM3HECA 1.

— He Boifensiics, 1 STUM Thl MHE YK€ TIOMOXEIIb, — IIOMPOCHIIa OHa. — Thl BesIENIb ceOsl He Tak,
Kak Mbl. Thl Jake Tymaelllb MHA4Ye, U 3TO MPUBJIEKAeT ero BHUMaHue. Jla, Thl pa3o3uia ero, Mmycrb
Y HEe HAMEPEHHO, HO OH 3aTllOMHIIT TeOs1.

— Tak MOkeT 3T0 HaM ¥ Hy’KHO? ! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa 1. — Benu ce0s He Tak, Kak 0O0braHO. [IpuBrieku
ero BHUMaHue!

— Ons4, a re TH XwiIa Bee 3TH Topl? Tede XOTh paccKa3bIBaIM, YTO TBOPUTCS BOKPYT? — CIIPO-
cuia BeapuHa, noarnepes nMogOOpOIOK PyKOH.

— Hy tak, noBepXHOCTHO, — yIlUIa 51 OT OTBETA.

Hsins deoHap KaTeropuvecKky 3arpeTii pacCKas3blBaTh KOMY Obl TO HH OBLJIO, UTO s ObLJIa OTO-
CcJlaHa B APYroil MUp. DTO 3HaHKWE MOIJIO IIpUBJeYb BHUMaHKe K Kanupo, o gape KOTOpoil HUKTO He
3Ha1. COCOOHOCTD MTPEO0I0JIeBATh I'PAHUIIBI MUPOB ObLJIA CITUIIIKOM PEAKUM U LIEHHBIM JIAPOM, YTOObI
a(puIIMpOBaTh €r0.

— TémHbli1 KOPOJIb ITO yKAC, KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE MOKET IIPOTUBOCTOATh. DTO HECOKpYIIMMAs
CUJIa, Tiepe] KOTOPOH CKJIOHSIIOTCS Jake camble OTBAKHBIE XpaOpelsl. A Thl Mpeiaraenib MaHose
MIpUBJIEYb €70 BHUMAHKE U BbI3BaTh HEJJOBOJILCTBO? — HaXMypuiach beapuHa.

Sl B Kpackax BCIIOMHMJIA PEAaKIMIO HAILIETO KeHMXa Ha MOE 3aMeyaHue IO MOBOJY €rO BHelll-
HOCTH ¥ TIOjKasa ryosl. Jla, moxamyii, 31UTh ero He CTOUT.

— U 410 ke Ham Torja enarh? — CIpoCuIia PacTepsIHHO.
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— BrITh cOo00ii, HaM, HO He Tebe, — oTBeTIa MaHona. — Thl JokHA OBITh cAEpkKaHHee, He
BBIJICJISITHCSL.

— 4 mocraparoch, — OIycTua rojoBy.

[MpaBna mocrapatocsk! Ho He Tak yk ¥ MPOCTO BBITPABUTD U3 ceOs Mapy ASCATUICTHI KU3HU B
apyrom, Oosee qpyKeaioOHOM M TOJIEPAaHTHOM MUpe. S1 He IPUBBIKJIA MOTYATh, KOT/Ia MEHSI OCKOPO-
JISIIOT, HE YMEIO OTCTYIIaTh, €CJIM CUMTAIO, YTO MpaBa. M cTpax He CKOBBIBAET MEHs, a IOJICTErMBaeT K
nevictuio. [TputBoputhest aApyrum denoBekom? S morpodyio! A nomyuutces mu? CKOpo y3HaeM.

keksk

I[Tpo Hac, moxoxe, 3a6butd. ITpoIio yxke HECKOIBKO YacoB, a HUKTO Tak U He mpuimén. CHavana
MBI TEPIIEIMBO KJIAJIM, TIOTOM TOTBITAJIMCh HATIOMHUTH O ce0e CTYKOM B 3alepTyio JABepb — Oecro-
JIE3HO.

— 4 cnatp Xouy, — noxanoayiack CeneHupa.

— Hymaerb, 51 He X-a-a-ady, — IPUKpbIBasi poT JaJOUIKOM 3eBHY/1a MapuJka. — Y Hac IpuHSATO
JIOKUTBCA € 3aXOA0M COJTHIIA.

— Em¢ u miatbe 310. Kak ke B HEM HeynoOHO! J/IoMa 51 HMKOT/Ia He HajieBaia Ha ceOst CTOJIBKO
TPATIOK, — MOTpernaJa MbIIIHBIA MOA0J OeJIOCHEKHOro Hapsiia MaHora.

— Jla BBI TaM BOOOIIIE TOMYToNble XoauTe, — (ppipkHyna beapuna.

— A 51 IpUBBIKJIa CKPBIBATh CBOE TEJIO, — 3araI0uHO YIBIOHYAach Yiapu. — ToIbko Myk TOCTOUH
JIMLE3PETh UCTUHHYIO KPAcOTy KEHIIUHBI.

Habmonas 3a HUMu, 51 moaMeyvaa Bc€ Oosbiie v OOJIbIIe CXOICTBA C Pa3TMYHBIMU KYJIbTYPaMU
3emun. Hemuoro yornopHasi Beapina BriosiHe Moriia Obl ObITh apUCTOKpaTKOM cTaport EBponbl. Jta-
Kas aHrmicKas OapeiHs. Hampotus, mpocTast 1 OTKpbiTasi Mapuiika BUenach MHE pasy/iajion cia-
BSIHCKOH JIeBHIIEH, KOTOPAsi M KOHS Ha CKaKy OCTAaHOBUT M TIMPOTOB HAMEYET. XOTsI OHA JKe IMPUHIIecca
Y BPsJI JIM KOrJa-HUOYIb Mapaia pyKH TecToM. 3araloyHasi YJapy NpUTIriBajia B3IJIs 9K30THYe-
CKOM KpacoTOi BOCTOKa. A mparmMaTU4Hasi, HO HexxHasi U nyrimBas CeHepupa 4eM-TO OTHIEHHO
HArOMHMHAJIa OJJHY MO0 3HaKoMyto u3 M3pawmis. 3aropenas MaHona omindaiach sipko, KaKOU-TO
SI3BIYECKOM KPACOTOM U CJIETKa B3PBIBHBIM XapakTepoM. OCTpOBUTSIHKA?

Muip npyroi, a oau U mpoOIeMbl TaKUe ke, TOJIKO BCE 3TO MPUITpaBIeHo Maruei. Pyka cama
MOTSIHYJIACh K TPYIIH, T/Ie MO/l TKAHBIO UCTIAYKAHHOTO CaXeH TUIaThsi CKPbIBAJIACh IIETIOYKA C KOJIBIIOM.
Hacnenue ot poputeneii... [ToayBcTByI0 1 s Korga-HUOyAb ero cuiny? CHavana oco3Hath Obl 3Ty
cBs13b. Bce mocneHye AHY 5 cTaparesbHO THaIA OT ceOsl MBICIH O CeMbe, KOTOPYIO Y MEHSI OTHSLIH.
Kak cnoxwunack Obl MOSI JKU3Hb, €ciii Obl poxuTenu He noruonu? HaBepHsika coBceM mHave. Bot
TOJILKO UTOT ObLT OBl TeM xke. [lake eciu OBl 51 He MOKUAaIa STOT MUP, ceiliuac BCE paBHO cujiena Obl
TYT | C Y’KacoM JlyMaJja o OyayIeMm.

Ho s He ucnibiThiBasa yxaca. MeHst IepernonHsuIf 3710CTh U Bo3MmyleHne. CKOJIbKO CTpaJaHuil
npuHEc JioassM TEMHBINA KOpOJIb, CKOJIBKO YTpar W yrHeteHusi! BOMHBI 32 BIACTh 3TO HEM30EKHOE
3710, HO OH TIPEB30IIEN BCEX AUKTATOPOB, O KOTOPBIX 51 Korjaa Jinbo cibimana. Ero opyxkuem Obuiu

001b, cTpax u cMepTh. U 3auem TakoMy MOHCTpY keHa? OH ke HaBepHsKA U ToOuTh He ymeeT. O
HaceHuKax o3adotuics? Tak oH ke OeccmeptHbii. M HeT? Mano nHpopMaryu, 1 THTEpHET TYT
He nomoxeT. [Ipuaercs BbIBEAbIBATh MO CTAPUHKE.

— Kro oH BooOiiie Takoi, 3toT TéMHBIN Koposb? OTKy/a B3sJICS? — CIIPOCHIA Y HOBBIX MTOAPYT.

OTBeTOM MHE OBUTH YAUBJIEHHBIE B3IJISIIbL.

— Mens obeperaiu OT JMIIHUX BOJIHEHUH, — MOXkaJja riedamMu. — B 1eTcTBe Oblla OueHb BIie-
YATJIUTETbHOM.

— A ceiyac BIpYT CTaja KPerkou, Kak cTajib? — n30ray/ia 6posu beapuHa.

— JleTcTBO 3aKOHYMJIOCH, — OTBETUJIA €11 TPSIMBIM B3[JIs110M. — $1 3Ha10 ucrtopuio. OH NosBUIICS
OKOJIO CTOJIETHSI Ha3a/1 ¥ TIOAMSLT BCe KOposieBCTBa. Ho B KHMTaxX HET HMYEro O TOM, OTKY/Ia OH POIAOM.
VY Hero ke JOMKHBI ObLTH OBITh POIUTENH, Kakoe-To Tporioe. He 3 BakyyMma ke OH 00pa3oBajcs.

— W3 yero? — naxmypwuace Cenenupa.
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— VI3 Huyero, — nosicHuiia, caepkan yIbIOKy. — He Mor e OH IMpOCTO MOSIBUTHCS YKE B3POCIIBIM
MYKYUHOUN ¢ HEBUJAHHOW CUJION 1 Oe3 BCAKOU MOMOIIY eAMHOJIMYHO TIOKOPUTH TIEJTBI MHUP.

— Kak Bugumib, Mor, — pa3sesia pykamMu Yiapu.

— MHe penymika pacckasbiBai, yTo TEMHBINA KOPOIb SIBUJICA B 00JIake YEPHOTO TyMaHa, YHU-
YTOXKAIOILIETo BCE )KUBOE HA CBOEM IyTH, — MpotenTtana CeneHupa.

— W nuk ero ObLT HACTOJIBKO YKaceH, U4TO OOpallainch B OETCTBO Jake CIEMIIbl, — MOXBaTHIA
Viapu.

— A Te, KTO He ycrien cOexarb, TyT ke TOKOPUINCh U HAa4ald TIOBMHOBAThCSl YEPHOMY 311y, —
npoaosukuia Mapuiika.

— MHorue KoposieBCTBa OObEAMHUINCH, YTOOBI MTPOTHBOCTOATh 00ImeMy Bpary. Temepb ux
HET... — 3alyMYMBO NpOTsIHYyJIa beapuHa.

— la 9T0 O MpouuIoM JyMaTh! — BOCKJIMKHY/1a Manosna. — OH ecTb, 1 310 Heocnopumo. OTKyna
Obl OH HU B3sJICsI, 00paTHO He COOMpaeTcsl.

— A ObUTO OBI 3aMevaTesIbHO, €CJI Obl OH BEPHYJICS Ty/Ja, OTKYAa MPHIIENT, — MEUTaTeJIbHO MPO-
W3Heca Yapu.

— Mpa, HerycTo, — IofiBeJia s UTor. — SIBUJICS HEM3BECTHO OTKY/A, c1aboCTel HeT, a CUIIBI XOTh
orOaBysai. Emé u momupars He codnpaercs. Tak cebe packia.

— Tw1 3a0aBHas1, — yabIOHyIach Mapuiika.

— Cama ymusIsII0Ch, — mpodypuana .

— Bcé, 51 Tak Gosblne He Mory! — BCKOUmMIIa ¢ HEYJOOHO! TBEPIOM KymieTkn MaHomna. — Mbl Bcé
K€ TIPUHIECCHI U 3aCITyKMBAEM COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO OOpaIeHHsl.

— Bor TémHOMy 00 3TOM U cKaxw, — hierMaTuyHo oTBeTUIa beapuHa.

— OpnnHa 13 Hac craHet KoposeBoi. M 1o Oyny s! — 3asBuia MaHosa ¥ Monuia K JABEepH.

— Croit! — okJIuKHy1a e€ s, MOJCKOUMB Co cTysa. — He HyxkHo. ..

JloroBopuTs £ He ycnela.

JIBepb OTKpbLIacCh HEOXHIAHHO W Oe33ByuHO. Hu moBopoTta Kioua B 3aMKe, HU IIOpPOXa.
Manona 3amepria ¢ 3aHECEHHOM /1J1sI CTyKa 110 Hell pyKOU, OXHYJIa U MOMSATUIACh. A B KOMHATY BOIILIA
BBICOKAsI Ce/IOBJIacasi )KEeHIIMHA B JIJTMHHOM YEPHOM I1J1aThe, MOKJIOHWIACH U TIPOU3HECIa:

— Ero BesnimuectBo TémHBIN KOposib [Japan BeipakaeT coxaieHue 0 MPUUIMHEHHBIX HeYI0OCTBaxX
1 Ia€T CBOE HepyIIMMOe CJIOBO, UTO TOI00HOro He mostoputcs. [Iporny ciemoBars 3a MHOW. Bam
OyILyT MpeaoCTaBIeHb COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE CTATYCY TTOKOM.

Manona obepHyJiach U olapuiia HaC TOPKECTBYIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM B CTHIIE «S] ke roBopHiia».

OpHako 51 He crienmia pagoBaThes. JTo, MO BCEl BUAUMOCTH, IIPOCTasi CIyKaHKa, KOTOPOH J10CTa-
Jlach COMHUTEJIbHASI YECTh BO3UTHCSA C HAMU. Bpsa m caMm KOposib 03a00TWIICS yIOoOCTBAMU ISt
HOBBIX Urpyiiek. Ho napénoMy KoHIo B 3yObl He siiAT. Bcromuamu, u To Xopotio.

— 51 He xouy ocTaBaThCs OJHA, — MpoIenTaia Mapuika, Koraa Mbl BBIXOIMIIN U3 KOMHATHI.

— 4 Toxe, — Bexsmunuysa CeneHupa.

— M3BuHMTE, — OpaBHSLIACK 51 CO CIy)KaHKoW. — Kak MHe K Bam oOpamarscs?

— Apcuia, — TOKJIOHWJIACh JKEHIIMHA.

— Taxk Bot, Apcuiia, MbI ObI XOTeJIU OOIIUE TIOKOU, — APYKETI0OHO YABIOHYNIACH s €.

— Takoro pacriopsikeHust He TIOCTYTaIOo, — Oe3pa3IMIHO OTBETUIIA JKEHIIMHA.

Omna BooO111e Bena ce0s1, Kak poOoT. ['oBopwIia, IBUTATIACh, HO HE TIPOSIBIISIIA HUKAKUX SMOIIHA.
W knaHsnach Kak O0JBaHYMK, HE U3 YBAXKEHUs, a 10 IPUBBIUKE.

— Ho BbI ke MoXkeTe YTo-TO czienaTh? — IPUKOCHYJIACH 51 K €€ JIOKTIO.

JKeHmmHa B3IpOrHy/a M OTCKOYMIJIA OT MeHs, OyaTO e€ TOKOM yaapuio. S momHsIa pyKd U
TOXE OTCTYIHJIA.

— Ilpoury mpoieHusi, Bamie BBICOYECTBO, 51 TOJBKO BBHIMIOJHSIO MPUKa3bl, — CKJIOHWIA OHA
TOJIOBY.

— W Hac, KOHEYHO *ke, OMsITh 3arpyT, — (ppipkHYJIa MaHona.
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— Bbl BOJIBHBI IIEPEABUTATHCS 110 3aMKY, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, — IOBEPHYJIACh K HEW CITyKaHKa.

— Ho?.. — nporsnyna 1.

— Ero BesmmuecTBO He JTOOUT, KOr1a KTO-TO TIOCTOPOHHUE 3aXO/IUT B €r0 KPbLJIO, — MPOIIIeNTaia
Apcuia.

— Vurém, — kuBHyJ1a beapuHa.

W mecrtBue oTpsiia NpUHLECC HA BbIJAHBE TPOIOIKMIOCH. MBI LM 32 3aTIOKAHHOM, ITyTJIMBOW
JKEHILMHOM 110 CyMpayHbIM HOUYHBIM KOPUJOPaM, OCBEILIEHHBIM TYCKJIBIMU CEPbIMU CBETUJIbHUKAMMU,
pas3BeleHHbIMU 10 cTeHaM. OT 3TOro CKy/IHOT'O OCBEILLEHHUs BKPYT IUISICAJIM HEYETKUE TEeHU, Haro-
HSIOIIHE XYTh M TOCKY. A B 3aMKe IapyJia 3aMOTHJIbHASI THILMHA, pa30aBisieMast TOIbKO IOPOXOM
HAalIMX IaroB. Bosbiiie HUKTO He pelasics 3aroBOpUTh, Bce ObLIIM HACTOPOKEHHBI, OYTO BOT-BOT U3-
3a yIy1a BHIIPBITHET TEMHBIN KOPOJb M COXPET HAC BCEX pa3oM. A s1 Obl HE YAMBUIIACH, €CTU Obl OH
U JII0J0EeI0OM OKa3zascs!

C TakuMu-TO JaHHBIMU, TEMHBII KOPOJIb BIOJIHE MOT OKa3aThCsl KEM YTOAHO, HO YEJIOBEKOM
OH TOYHO He ObUI. A eciii U ObLI, TO TaK JaBHO, YTO U CaM, HaBepHOe, yxke He MoMHHUT. OH camo
3710, CTpalIHOE ¥ HeoTBpaThMoe. M MHe ObUTO CIIOKHO MOHSATH, Kak MaHoia HaXoauT B ceOe CTOIbKO
XpadpocTH, YTOObI CTPEMUTBLCS CTaTh €ro keHou. Be€ xe s He mpuHiecca. [1o poXkIeHu0 TOJIbKO
pas3Be-uTo, HO He 10 HaType. HeT Bo MHe 3Toi1 )kepTBEHHOCTH ¥ TOTOBHOCTH IIOMTH Ha BCE pajiy CBO-
ero KoposeBcTBa. Mo€ KOpOJIEBCTBO 3TO s cama. $1 jKuiia Tak BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb, YUUJIaCh OOPOTHCS
TOJIBKO 32 ce0s1. Yl HMKaKue poICTBEHHbIE YYBCTBA K POAUTENSIM, KOTOPBIX s IaKe He 3HaJIa, He N3Me-
HAT 9TO0r0. [la y MEHsI jaske 4yBCTBA CEMENCTBEHHOCTHU HET, YTO YK TOBOPHUTH O YEM-TO OosbiiieM. [a,
s COIVIACUJIACh HAa 3TO COMHUTEJILHOE MEPOIIPUSITHE, IOTOMY UYTO BpoJe Kak Jo/bkHa. Ecth omtyie-
HUE, YTO JJOIKHA, a KOMY U [0YeMy — cama He noHrMaro. [lomiia Ha noBoxy y Majo3HakKOMOIo poj-
CTBEHHHMKA, IIPONAraHAupPYIoNIero MoaABUry Bo Omaro Hapoaa. CpaboTaso Tak Ha3bIBAEMOE 1yBCTBO
rpakaanckoro nonra. Ho ceftuac, korna nsans ®eonap u Bech Bracutap Obi Jajieko, 3TH YyBCTBa
NpUTYNUINCH. OCTaNI0Ch TOJIBKO OLIYIIIEHUE IPAaHIMO3HOM MOACTABhL. Y KaKOro-TO JIEBOTO KOPOJIEB-
CTBa MPOOJIEMBI, & OTIyBaThCsl MHe!

Onépuyna ce0s1, BCMOMHMJIA SIPKUI KMBOU TOPOJI, TI0 YAUIIAM KOTOPOro Oerajy 3a0pHO cMe-
I0LMeCs JETH, U MocTapaslach BO33BaTh K UyBCTBY OTBeTcTBeHHOCTU. Cronuiyy Brnacurapa 51 Buzaena
TOJIBKO OJIUH Pa3, As/sl BbIBE3 B TOPOJI, YTOOHI IMOKA3aTh, 32 UTO MHE MpeACTOUT 60opothes. Ho MHe
XBaTHJIO M 3TOTO OJHOTO pa3a, YTOObI TIOHATD — 51 HE CMOTY OTKa3arhcsi. Ml BOT UTOr: Wy MO BrOHS-
I0IIIEMY B TOCKY KOpUAOpPY ABopiia TEMHOro Koposisi, 4To0 eMy BEeYHO KOIIMAphl CHAJIUCH !

keksk

Hac pasmectuim B coceHux anaprameHTax. bernblii ocMOTp mokasall, YTo TyT €CTh BIIOJIHE
[IMBUJIM30BAaHHBIE BAHHAS M TyaJleT, JIOBOJILHO MPOCTOPHAS CHaJIbHSI, BCTPOSHHBIH rapaepoo, He YCTy-
TMAIIWA el pa3MepaMu, U COBEPIIICHHO MycTask KOMHaTa 6e3 OKOH, O Ha3HAYCHUU KOTOPOUM MOKHO
OBLIIO TOJILKO TrafaTh.

CBou Bemy 51 OOHapykuja B rapaepode, X yKe pa3BeCHIU U pa3sIoKMWIN MO MecTaM. YUTEM
Ha Oy/yIee, 4To TyT YKPOMHBIX MECT He MPEyCMOTPEHO U O JIMYHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE HUKTO He 3a00-
TuTCcA. Pyka HeBoJbHO noTsHyach K rpyau. [IpeseHToBaHHOE Js1/ei KOJIBbLIO ceiuac MoKa3aaoch MHE
€IMHCTBEHHO! JIMYHOM BEIlbl0, OCTPOBKOM MHIUBUIYaIM3Ma U CPEJOTOUMEM IOKOSI.

— Ona?! — no3Basl MEHs KTO-TO LIETIOTOM.

BriHbIpHYIa M3 pa3MbIIUIEHUH, TOKMHYJIA TapepOOHYI0, BBIIILIA U3 CHAJIBHU B HEOOJBIITYIO TO
71 IPUEMHYIO0, TO JIM TOCTUHYIO U YJbIOHY1ach bepuHe.

— TyT Tak THXO0, — ITpoLIeNTaIa OHA.

— Jla, KyTKOBAaTO, — COIJIaCWJIACh f1.

EnBa ciplHO 3acKpuriena JBepb, Mbl HACTOPOKUIIMCH, HO 3T0 Obl Cenennpa u Ynapu. Cre-
noMm nipuiiia Mapuka. [ocneaneit sisuiacs MaHona.

— Tak 1 mymana, 4TO BB BCe TYT OyAeTe, — KpMBO YCMEXHYJIach OHa.
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A s cMoTpena Ha JeBYOHOK M MBICTIEHHO yroBapuBana ce0si «Ousi, Tl He OTBeYaelllb 32 HUX,
OHH B3POCJIbIE IEBYIIIKM ¥ CAMH MOT'YT [03a00TUThCs O cede. [la OHM 3HAIOT 00 3TOH JKU3HU OOOIbIIE
TeOs1». Ho B royioBy He K MeCTy Jie3/11 BOCIIOMHUHAHHMSI O JIETHEM Jlarepe, B KOTOPBI MEeHsl, pa3riiib-
ASHKY 1O CYTH, HO XOPOIIUCTKY IO yu€Oe, OTIPABHUIIM Ha LIEJIBII MeCsI1 [0 OKOHYaHUH IIKOJIBI, 3aBe-
PMB, UTO 3TO 3a4TETCA MpU noctyruieHnu. CoBpaiu, KCTaTh, B YyHUBEPE MOE NMOPT(OINO HUKOMY Ha
AyX He HyXHO ObU10. HO ombIT ocTascs, u cefiuac s omnryTuia ceOst TO caMoil CeMHaAlATUIETHE!
«B3pOCIION», K KOTOPOH OeXkajy 3a MOMOIIBI0 MAJIBIIM MyadekIacCHUKu. [loueMy oHM mpHIum
MMEHHO Ko MHe? { ke Hu4ueM He Mory uMm nomoub! [la-a, MMEHHO Tak s1 pearnpoBajia Ha JeTel B
Jarepe, HO TIOTOM pa300pasach UToO K YeMy U yxke He KojeOasiach, Korja MHe 3a/1aBaii Borpockl. Ho
TYT JaJIeKO He JIETHWH Jlarepb, a sl He BoXaTrblil. MHe camoil moMolip He romeriana Obl.

— U 4to Gynem nenath? — oropormia MeHs: BorpocoM Mapuiika.

Jla ¢ yero oHM BOOOIIE B3sJIU, YTO S 3HAIO, YTO Aenarh?! OKWHY/Ia pacTepsHHBIM B3TJISIOM
YyMasblid CBaIeOHBIN OTPSIZ ¥ MTPEAJIOKIIIA TIEPBOE, YTO MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY:

— Pacxomumcst o koMHaTaM, MOeMcsl, a TaM BUJTHO OyJeT.

— Jla, MeHs yke HepBUPYET 3TOT 3amnax rapy, — CMOpIIWIA HOCUK beapuHa.

— ITombIThCA HE TTOMEIIAET, — nepeAepHyJIa edyamu MaHona.

W neBymiku notsHymcs K Beixoay. Ocranack Tobko CenieHupa.

— O7151, a MOXHO 51 y TeOs1 OCTaHyCh? — OIYCTUB B3IVIsI]I, CIPOCHIIA OHA.

Ay Bac XBaTHJIO OBl JKECTOKOCTH, YTOOBI OTKa3aTh eii? BOT u 51 He cMoria. Mbl BMecTe CXOIUIIH
B €€ KOMHAThI 3a OfIE/I0M, a TOTOM 51 MUHYT JABaJLaTh %k /JaJia Moj 1BEepbI0 BaHHOW, Ioka Cesn moMo-
ercsl. B pe3ynbTare, Koraa s cama BbIIILIa U3 BAHHOM, KYTasiCh B TEIUIbINA XaslaT, MEHS YK 5KAaJ1 OTPsiL
YHCTHIX npuHIecc. M yero onu ot MeHs xayT?! Tak v MoAMBIBAIO HATIOMHUTH UM, YTO sl BOOOIIIe-
TO yiepOHasi HacienHuIa Biacto, KOTOpYIo «I0JrHie rofIbl CKPbIBAIM U TIOUTH He yuuin». Ho onsthb
BCTMIOMHMJIMCH MAJIBIIIH U3 JIETHETO Jlarepsi v s camy ceOsl yKe MPOKJISICTh TOTOBa ObLIa.

— Hy tak k yemy mbl npunnm? — TpedoBatesbHO cripocuiia MaHoma.

— K Tomy, 4TO OT Hac HMUYEro He 3aBUCUT? — YCTAJIO IPEAJIOKUTIA 5.

— Onst! — BO3BMYIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— A 4TO THI XOUY€IIb YCIbIIIATh? — CIPOCUIIA, MO3EBbIBas. — 5 HE crajla HEM3BECTHO CKOJIBKO
BpeMeHu. [laiite MHe OTHOXHYTb. OTIOXHY, TOI/Ia ¥ MPUIYyMAal0, KaK TOr0 MOHCTPUKA YTOMOHMUTb.

Ha mens ycraBuiuch naTh nap yauBaEHHBIX 11a3. Jla, s M caMa MOHMMaia, 4To 3TO MPO3BYYaJIo
JIETKOMBICJIEHHO, HO I71a3a ye OyKBaJIbHO CIIUMAJIHC.

— Tak, Bcem crath! YTpo Beuepa. .. KUBee, — BblaJIa sl CBOI0 UHTEPITPETAIIMI0 U3BECTHOM MTOr0-
BOPKH.

K0 xe 3Ha1, 4T0 OHM BCe y MeHs craTh ocTaHyTcsi! KpoBarth, K cJioBy, Oblia mmkapsast. [lnpo-
Kas Takasi, 4eloBeK Ha MATb. MHe Kak pa3 Mecra v He xBatwio. Ho 51 He ropaas, u B puéMHON Ha
IVBaHYMKE TOXE YIOOHO.
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I'maBa 6.

Pazoynuina mens eau Capko.

— He nymana, He Haziesylach, a TYT TaKOU MMOJAPOK, — MOKayaJla OHA T'OJIOBOM, C HEMOAJEIbHON
HEKHOCTBIO I Ha MEHS.

— He mory pa3nenuts Baiien pajocTi, — OCTOPOKHO OTBETHIIA 1.

— BbI MOE cniacenue, npuHLecca. . .

— Onecupa, — noackasana .

— Ja-na, BeI MOE criaceHue, npuHiecca Onecupa, — yIblOHyIach Jeau. — 5 3Hana, yro Oynger
cnoxHo. [IpuHniecch ecTh npuHIecchl. M mycTh y Hac ux He ObUIO HUKOT/A, 51 HACTIbIIIIaHa. A Terepb
BUXKY, UTO Bbl CMOKETE [IOMOYb MHE.

— W g nomory notomy, 4to?.. — MHOTO3HAYUTEJIBHO MPOTSHYJIA 5.

— Hy BBl ke He OTKaXeTech OT BO3MOXHOCTU BCTPETUTHCS C €r0 BEJIMYECTBOM HAEAMHE, —
JIyKaBo yibIOHyIack jieau Capko.

— 41 Obl mpeamnouna oTaaTh 3Ty YeCTh IPYroi, — OTBETUJIA, PE3KO BCTaBasl.

— AX, Kak xe 3T0 OIaropoJHO! — KAPTUHHO MPWJIOKUIIA PYKY K HEOOBATHOM TPYIH JIE/IH.

— 370 He GNaropoaCcTBO, — BO3pasuia s, — a MOE Cyry0o JTJMYHOE U KOPBICTHOE XKeJIaHe.

— T'oToBa BBICTYHIATH MPEIJIOKEHUS], — IPEKPATUB MA3EPCTBO, 3AMHTEPECOBAHHO MPOM3HECIIA
JIeTTN.

—Ipennarato o6serynts Baity padboTy, — TYT e B3suia 51 OblKa 3a pora. — OjiHa 13 Hac roToBa Ha
BCE, YTOOBI MOTYYUTH BAIIEr0 KOPOJIsl B My:Kbsi. OCTajIbHbIE KATETOPUYECKH IPOTUB. Mbl BCE TOTOBBI
CONEWCTBOBATH TMpUHIIecce MaHolIe, a caMu He JIOIYCKaeM M MBICJIH O TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh N30paHHM-
uaMu TEMHOro Koposs.

— OX, KaK e 3TO XOPOIIIO. .. ObLIO Obl, €CJTi ObI MBI 3HAJTM HAILIETO KOPOJISI U MOTJIH MTPE/IBU/ICTb,
Yero OH XOYeT, — MoKaJaJia rojoBoi Jieau Capko.

— A BBI €10 He 3HaeTe? — yIMBUJIACh f1.

— Jla yyTh 1! — BOCKJIMKHY/A Jiequ. — Buepa ToiabKko B TpeTwid pa3 u Buuena. I MHe Toro
XBaTHUJIO. ..

— 3HauuT, BBl HAM HE MTOMOXETE? — HAXMYPHJIACh £1.

— W nomoria Obl, 2 TIOJIB3BI C TOTO CKOJIBKO OY/IET, — 3a0XaJa Jie/u.

— Ho MHe e Bbl IOMOILIb ITpe/iarajin, — HallOMHUIIA .

— Baina B3si1a, — menHysia Jed. — YKaxuTe, KOro K ero BeJIM4ecTBy MOAOCIATb.

— Tonbko YTOOBI GE30MaCHO, — HAXMYPUJIACh 5.

— Byner Bam 6e3omnacHo. [TonHumaiite npuHiiece, — KUBHYJIA JIEIU.

U s nomnuia B cnajibHIO, OyUTH CBOMX HOBBIX MOAPYT. Pa3dymuia. .. Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY.

Bce, kak onmHa, cripocoHbsi 0003BaJIM MEHSI pa3HBIMM HEXOPOILIMMU CJIOBaMU, MOTpedoBaIU
OCTaBUTh UX Y TIOBEPHYJIMCh HA APYTror OOK JOCHITATh. $1 yabIOHYIaCh, OTOIILIA MTOAAJIBIIIE OT KPOBATH
Y KaK 3aKpuyy:

— Iogbém! T€MHBINA KpoJsb UAET!

ITpocuynuck Bce pazoM. [laHuKy nopaBuiv KOJUIEKTUBHBIM pa3yMoM, B3OOAPUIIMCH Cpasy ke,
OJAPWJIA MEH$ MAPOYKON XJIECTKMX 3aMEUaHUI U MOIIM B CBOM KOMHATHI.

— Bor npunuecca Manona, — ykazana s e Capko Ha IPOIIEANIYI0 MUMO SIPKYIO OCTPOBHU-
TAHKY (He ommonach Kcraty, ['asita qefdCTBUTENILHO OKa3ajlaCh OCTPOBHBIM KOPOJIEBCTBOM). — OHa
BallIEeMy KOPOJIIO TOYHO MOJOMAET.

— CKoJbKO Y Hero Takux ObuIo, — Mokavasia ronoBo# Jienu Capko. — Het B Hell OrHs.

— A Kak BaM 3aropmTCsi, €CJIM s1 CKaKy BallleMy KOpPOJIIO, UTO BBl €r0 0TOOP MOATACOBBIBAETE, —
HIETHYJIa 51, IPUILY PUBILIKCH.

— Byzner Bam BcTpeua, mycTh FOTOBUTCS, — CKpUBUJIAch Jieau Capko.
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— W Bam npusITHOTO JHSI, — YIBIOHYNIACH 5.

Jlenu ynuia, a s1 moGexana k MaHoste, peaynpeaunTh, YToObl ObljIa TOTOBA K He3aIlJIaHUPOBAH-
HOU BCTpeue ¢ ’KeHnXoM. MaHosa CHavasla UCIyrasach, HO ObICTPO COBJIAIANA C MAHUKOW U, KOPOTKO
no0JIaroapus, OTHPABUIACH B TapIepOOHYIO0, MPUXOPAIIUBATHCS ISl CyAbOOHOCHOW BCTpeur. S
NoKeJiaja ed ylauu U BepHyJach B CBOM KOMHATHL. [Ipomnuiack mo mycTeiM MOMENIEHUsIM U TIOHsIa
— MHE He XBaTaeT WX, pACTePSHHBIX W 3allyraHHBIX MpUHIECC. S yke M He omrymiana ce0s OmHOM
n3 u30paHHuUIl. Beero 3a ofHy HOYb M3 IPUHIIECCH HA BBIJAHBE MPEBPATUIACH B HACEJKY, KOTOpas
3a00TUTCS 000 BCeX JEBYIIKAaX, HA Ybl0 JIOJIO BhINAJA 3TA cTpamHas a0, Kak Tak momydmnocs?
He 3nato! Ho Bce oHM cTam MHe TIOpOTH, Kak OTM3KUe TIOAAPYTH, U 51, He 3a/lyMbIBasiCh, PUCKHYJIA Obl
KU3HBIO pagy HuX. O01mue mpobnemMbl CONMMKAIOT. . .

keksk

Sl y)xe MUHYT NATh BO3WJIach ¢ miatheM. Lllumena, Bopuasia U pyrajia nocjaeJHUMHU CIOBAMU
BJIACUTAPCKYIO MOJY, HO 3aCTETHYTh BCE KPIOUKH Ha IUIAThe HUKAK He MoTydanock. CriaceHue MpHIiio
B JIUIIE pOOKOH XYJIeHbKOW JAEBYIIIKH, MpecTaBuBINeiics KaHuel 1 rmposieneTaBiieid, 4To OHa Terepb
MOsI JIMYHASI CITYKaHKa.

— Hy cnaBa 6ory, — 3akatunia s ria3a. — [loMoru 3Ty ragocth Ha CITUHe 3aCTerHy Th, IOKaTyICTa.

KaHust cMyImEHHO XMXHMKHYJIA M OBICTPO CIIPAaBWJIACH C MAPOW JIECSITKOB KPIOYKOB. Pyku Obl
MOOTPBIBATh TOMY, KTO UX CTOJIbKO Tipuinwi! Eme u mogosn ¢ gecsaTkom 1000K 0 1oja, a KJIMMar TyT
JAJIEKO He MPOXJIQAHBbIA. 31paBCTBY# NapHUKOBbINA 3¢deKkT HasbiBaeTcss! Hameknyts sienu Capko,
Y10 HaM OBl HE TIOMEINaJ HOBBIA rapuepod, COOTBETCTBYIOIMI MecTHOW morone? Her, moxkanyid,
HarseTh Moka He ctouT. M Tak morwia Ba-6aHK ¥, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, IIAHTAKOM BHITOProBajia 0coOble
ycnoBus st Manounsl. ITHTepecHO, o[ KaK|M TPEeIJIoroM Hallla cBaxa yCTPOMT el BCTpedy ¢ KOpo-
ném? Hanetoch, MaHoOMa CMOXET ¢ TIEPBOTO pa3a MPOsBUTH ceOst, YTOOBI 3aMHTEepecoBaTh TEMHOTO
yxactuka. COMHeBaloCh, 4TO MOAOOHBINA (PUHT ¢ yrpo3amu Jienu Capko cpadoTaet enie pas...

— Bairie BbICOYECTBO, MPOIITY MPOIIEHHUS. .. KaKylo TPUYECKY BB Kkenaete? — poOKO CIipocuiia
Kanwus.

— A? [la yto-HMOYIb IOOBICTPEE U MOMPOIIE, — OTBETUIIA, B3IJISIHYB Ha HE€ B OTPaKEHHH.

A cupena nepen 3epkanoM, a JKaHus yke MUHYT ISATh pacyéchlBajla MOU 30JIOTUCTO-PYChIE
BOJIOCHI KPacCUBBIM OeJibiM rpedHeM. By/ib 3T0 Mosi 0ObIYHASI MaccakKa, e€ yxke CTAaTHUECKUM paspsi-
JIOM orpeJio Obl, a 5 MpeBpaTuiiachk Obl B &xkuKa. Ho 3TOT rpeGeHs IeiicTBOBA KaKk-To Ha4e. Bomock
Havasm OJiecTeTh, Kak B peKjiame MIaMITyHsl, 1 Oy/ATO YBEIMIMINUCh B 00bEMeE. S yke XoTena ClIpOCHTb,
YTO 3a BOJIIIEOCTBO Takoe, HO BOBpeMs ofiEpHYyJa ce0s1. ITo ke Moi rpedeHb, Kak U BCE OCTabHOE
COIEPKMMOE TYaJIETHOTO CTOJIMKA. BOT TONBKO MHE OBUIO HE JI0 M3YYeHHs BCeX ITUX Menouen. Y
ISI7IU 51 OTKA3aJ1ach OT CITy’KaHOK M caMa yXakuBasia 3a cOOOM. A 0 mpuuéckax BOOOIIe TyMaTh HEKO-
raa O6pU10. BEICTPEHBKO pacyecaiach, JIGHTOH NepexBaThiia U AJIbIIE YIUThCS.

7Kanus npogomkana pacuécelBaTh MOH BOJIOCH UYJOICUCTBEHHBIM I'PEOHEM, UCITyTaHHO TTOTJIsI-
IbIBast HA MEHS.

— MOKHO XBOCT WJIH KOCY, — MOJCKA3aa .

—TII-pocrurte. .. XBOCT? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, U I TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK y AEBYIIKH 3aTPSICIIUCH PYKH.

Sl B3sia cO CTONMKA JIEHTY, pa3BEpHYJIACh K HEH JIMIIOM, YJIBIOHYJIAch W, UyTb NPHIIOAHSB
BOJIOCHI, OBICTPO coOpasia X B XBOCT. 3aBs3aiia OaHTUK U OObsIBUIIA:

— Ilpuuécka HenpuTsA3are/ibHasl, HA3bIBAETCSl KOHCKMIM XBOCT. BaHT nonpasb, noxaiyncra.

— A Kak Xe... — pacTepsHHO Havyaja JAeBYIIIKA.

— BricTpo u ynooHo, — nepedua s e€. — A KoMy He HpPaBHUTCSI, X MPOOJIEMBI.

7KaHus onsiTh 3aXMXMKaa v MPUHSLIACH TONPABJIATh OaHT. B pe3ynbrate oHa rpeBparuia npo-
CTEHBKHMI OeJblii OAHTHK B TBIITHOE MON0OME 1IBETKA, YKpacuia BOJOCH IIMIIBKAMU C KeMUYKH-
HAMU Yy BUCKOB, W TOJyYWJIOCh OYEHb JaXe MUJIEHBbKO. B coueTaHuu co CBETIO-roayObIM IUIaTheM
BBIITIEe]T 00pa3 3TakoW IOHOW HEBMHHOM JeBbl. HO s He cTpeMuiach IPUXOPOIIUTLCS, JTaKe HApo-
THB, HE OTKa3ajach Obl MOAMOPTUTH 00pa3. [ToTsHynack K pyMsiHaM, YTOOBI HAPHUCOBATH «ITOPOCSIYbH
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IEYKW», HO pyKa 3aMepia Haja 6aHoukoil. He Oynmer m 3to mumHuM? $1 ske He X0ouy BBIAEATHCS, a
KpHUYAIIUi MaKUsK MOKET IPUBJIeUb HeHYKHOe BHUMaHue. Her, He Oyny 6ombliiie Hudero nenats. He
XBaTaJIo emi€, YToObl TOT TEMHBIN UHANBUIL eI, UTO 5 KAXKAy €My MOHpaBUThCS. [la 1 He (akT,
YTO Mbl YBUAUMCS cerofHs. He yauBimoch, €civ OH pacTsSHET y/I0BOJILCTBUE, My4asl HAC HEBE/IEHUEM
Y OXKUJAHUEM.

— Bcé, s roTOBa, — YIBIOHYIACh CITY)KaHKE.

XM, y MeHs ecTb cilykaHKa. Kak e HenpuBBIYHO M HEMHOro HerpusATHO. Ha moit Bonpoc o
TIpUCITyTe, s OTBETUJ, YTO BracuTap oTkazayicsi OT paOCKOU CHJIBI emmé N0 BorapeHus: TEMHOTO
KOpOJIsi, HO Tpeaynpenu, uto B TEMHOM KOposieBCTBE paOCTBO MPOLBETAET U OOJBITMHCTBO CIIYT, C
KOTOPBIMHU s TIOBCTPEYAIOCh BO JBOPIIE MECTHOTO 3JI07Ies] MUPOBOIo MaciiTtada, Oyayt padamu. A 3Ha-
YHT, UM HEJb3s JOBEPSATh, OHU OE30rOBOPOYHO MPEIaHbl CBOEMY XO35MHY, 9TO UX CTPATErust BIKU-
BaHMA. U npu TakoM packiiaje KajJoCTb KaJOCTbiO, HO IOBEPATh HE CTOMT.

Bcrana, monpasuia neliHbie 100KH, 320JHO HEMHOTO BCTPSIXHYB HX, YTOOBI He OBUIO TaK KapKo,
U CIIpOCHJIA:

— Yro panpie?

— E€ BpIcOYeCTBO *keaeT MporyisaThes Mepesi 3aBTPakoM ? — OKJIOHMIach KaHus.

— A nouemy OBl M HET, — MOXkaJa s Tiedamu. — [Iporyisiock. .. ofHa.

— Kak npukaxere, — orsiTh CKJIOHWIA FOJIOBY JEBYIIKA.

Hy xotb cienuts He OyzeT, 1 To xoporio! YibiOHy1ach citykaHke U nonuia kK Manosne. Haneiocs,
e€ ellé He YBEJIM Ha ayaueHIMio K TEMHOMY ypoaity.

keksk

Mamnorsa Oblia B CBOMX ariapTaMeHTax U s pUIILIa Kak pa3 Boppemsi! Elg HeMHOro u oHa TO4YHO
otmyOacuia Obl CBOIO CITyKAHKY.

— 41 ke ckazasa, MHe He Hy’KHa TBOSI [IOMOILb! — KpUyaJa PUHIIECCA, IIBLIPSs B YyTh MOJHO-
BaTyIO KEHILMHY CPEIHUX JIET KAKUMU-TO TPANKaMU. — 51 3T0 He HajeHy!

— Ho Bainie BricouecTBo, jieau Capko Beliesia 001aunTh Bac B 9TO IUIaThe, — JIeneTasna KeHIIMHA,
OTJIaBJIMBAsl pa3sieTaIOUINECs BEIIH.

— Bo Bkycax He conutuch? — cipocuia s, 3arisiHyB B CIIAJIBHIO.

— Oust, cKaxu XOTb ThI ei! DTO ke YHU3UTETbHO! — BhIKpUKHYJIa MaHosa, noTpsicasi Kakou-
TO O€JI0H TPSITHIIEH.

— Yto UMEeHHO? — HAXMYPHJIaCh 5.

— Dra! — yKa3ana npuHIiecca Ha Clty)kaHKy. — OHa X04eT, YTOOBI 51 HapsquIach MPUCITYToM !

— Ilpucnyroii? — Haxmypuiach 5. — Thl yBepeHa?

— Jla eI cama ocmotpu! — BockiimkHyma Manoma. — M magHo Obl emmg riatke, s IPUBBIKIIA K
CBOOOIHOM U JIETKou oexie. OH OHU XOTAT, YTOOBI 51, ipuHIlecca ['adTel, moBsizana ¢gapryk!

— IlepenHuK, — MUCKHYJIA CIyKaHKA.

— Jla xoTb 3aqHUK ! — BRIKpUKHY/1a MaHosa. — OHa, — yKa3asa Ha MeHs1 [IPUHLECCa, — B CIIyKaHKY
HE HapsiKaeTcsl.

— Tak, ngaBaiiTe ycriokouMmcsi, — morpocuia si. — Byabre qoOpbl, — oOpaTuiach K CIIy:KaHKe
Masnonsl, — nozosute jeau Capko. Ckaxure, 4ro npunuecca Osnecupa nIpocuT e€ yaeauTb HaM BHU-
MaHMe.

— He Gbut0 BenieHo. .. — Havasia KeHIIUHA.

— BricTpo! — noBeicKIa 5 ronoc.

JKeHnHa NOKJIOHUIIACH M yOexkasa, a s HOEKUIACh OT COOCTBEHHOTO MPUKA3HOTO TOHA, Halle-
MUJIa Ha JIMLIO YJBIOKY M MOBEepHYachk K MaHore.

— To1 377127 DTO THI YcTpOoUaa?! — cmpocusia OHa, COIYPUBIIHCE.

— 41 noroBopunack ¢ Capko, 4ToObl OHa TeOs IPOABUTaa, HO He 3Haja, YTO 3TO OyJeT Tak...
HEOPIVHAPHO, — NMpu3Haachk 51. — Ceiiuac pazdepémcs.
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— Jla oTKyga ThI Takasi B3siach?! — MIBBIPHYJIA Ha O nepeAHrK Manoma. — Tonbko mpuobLH,
a Thl YK€ C KEM-TO JJOrOBapyBaeIbCs!

— 51 e momoub xouy. Thl eAMHCTBEHHAS, KOMY 3TOT OpaK JeWCTBUTEIHLHO HYXKEH.

— $I-T0 3Hal, YTO MHE HYXHO. A 4TO HyXHO TeGe, Onecupa? — ClOoXWUIa PyKH Ha TPyIU
Mamnona. — M He HaJto pacckasbiBaTh CKa3KH PO TO, YTO Thl OAHASI CUPOTKA, KOTOPasi TOJIbKO BUYepa
Mup y3Hana! Thl CIMIIKOM YMHA M PACUETINBA, YTOOB OBbITh OOBIYHON 3aITyTaHHOW OTIICITBHUIICH.
Yero ThI JOOMBaCIIILCS ?

— Xouemb npabay? — crpocuia f, TOXKE CJIOXKUB PyKu Ha rpyau. Ho momyumsnioch He Tak
a¢ppekTHO, HEyTOOHOE TUIAThe ABUKEHUS CKOBBIBAIO.

— A Th kKak aymaenis? 9 lasranka! Mbl TyKaBCTBO Tpe3upaeM, — B3IEPHYIA MOAOOPOIOK
Manorna.

—Bort Te6e npaBa, — pa3Bena st pykamu. — 51 10 1poku O0I0Ch, YTO STOT KOPOHOBAHHBIN MOHCTP
BeIOEpeT MeHs. Thl OblJTa MpaBa, MHE 3TO He Hy)HO. U 51 He Xxouy, 4ToOBl eMy BOOOIIIE KTO-TO U3 HAC
nocraycs. JTo ke yxkacHas nepcriektuBa! Ho Tebe HeoOX0aMMO CTaTh ero xeHOH, s 3TO IOHUMAIO U
X04y TIOMOYb. YK U3BMHH, UTO COICHCTBHE TeOe ISl MEeHsI O3HavaeT n30aBjieHre OT COOCTBEHHOTO
KoIIMapa HasiBy. Tak 4To 71, s1 XOuy MOMOYb TeOe B MEPBYIO Ouepelb Uil TOro, YTOOBl CaMOil He
BJIVIITHY Th.

— Bor 3710 yke moxoxe Ha MpaBiy, — 4yTh pacciadunack MaHona. — Ho s Bc€ paBHO He Bepio,
41O THI OeJJHAsE CMpOTKa Bracto, KoTopast BCIO KU3Hb NIPOBEJa B TIYIIIH.

— 41 Bnacro, ocrajnbHOe ceiiuac HEBakKHO, — C HA)KMMOM ITPOU3HECTIA 1.

— ToI uTO-TO CKpBIBaEIb, Oisl, — MokKayvasa rojxoBoii MaHona.

— ¥ Bcex ecTb CBOM TaitHbI 1 MOTUBHI. CeJieHrpa BOH BOOOIIIE 3[16Ch OCTABAThCS HE COOUPAETCSI.
E€ orery BBIKYyIIUT, — IokaJ1a 5 MJIe4aMu.

[Mocnpimanuer mwarn 1 Bouuia jeau Capko. 3a Hell Masuwiia B3BOJHOBAaHHAsl CIIy)KaHKa
MaHosbl.

— Kbim1, — MaxHysa el pykoi Jieau, ¥ 3aKpblla IBEPb Nepel] €€ HOCOM.

— Jlenn Capko, Mbl, KaeTcsl, HEBEpHO MOHSUTM JPYT Apyra. .. — HaJasna .

Ho ona (ipkHynia, ogapuia MeHsl HaIMEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM M oOpaTtuiiack K MaHore:

— 4 ciplmana, 4TO BBI, YBakaeMasi mpuHIiecca ['asTel, TOTOBB MOWTH Ha BCE, YTOOBI CTaTh
M30paHHUIIEH Hallero BeJauKkoro TEMHOro Koposist. 1o Tak?

— Hy nomyctum, — moKocHBIIMCH Ha MEHsI, OTBeTHIa MaHoJa.

A 1 IOHsIJIa, YTO MEHSI MBITAI0TCS BBIKUHYTh U3 ypaBHeHHUsI. Jlenu Capko He MOHpaBHIach MOsI
Jep30CTh, M OHA pelInyia IeHCTBOBATh HAMpsMYIo, O6e3 mocpeaHukoB. Hy uro ik, eciam y He€ moiy-
4yuTcs, 51 He poTuB. UTor-To Bcé paBHO Oynet TeM ske. [ maBHoe, uToOsl MaHoa mpeycriesna u cracia
CBOE KOpOJIEBCTBO, a HAC OCTaBWJIM B ITOKOE.

— Tak B uéMm xe npodema? — MPUIMOIHSIA HAPUCOBAHHbBIE OPOBH Jieau (3Ta yXKacHast MOjia U
CI0/1a TTPOCOYMIACK!).

— MeHs 3aCTaBJIsIIOT Hapsi’KaThCs B CIIYykKaHKY! — BOCKJIMKHY/1a MaHosa. — 910 Herpremyiemo!
S mpuHnecca!

— Bawm npuHecnu muiatbe, OTBEYaIOLEee MPEeANOYTEHUSIM €TI0 BEIUYECTBA, — CIIOKOMHO MPOro-
Bopwia jiein Capko. — A iepeJHUK HyKeH TOJIBKO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI COOTBETCTBOBATH MOMEHTY. Bam
BBIITAJIa YECTb NO/IaTh CETO/IHS 3aBTPAK KOPOJIIO.

— INogasare uto?! — OKpymIMiIa raza Manona.

— Tak, ycniokoiicsi. He xouernib HaieBaTh TO IJIaThe, BO3bMH CBOE. DTO K€ HE TJIABHBIN KpUTe-
puid, mpaBaa? — noBepHyJack A K jgeau Capko.

— T X0ouenb, YTOOH! 51, YIIOAOOUBIIUCH MPHCITyTe, TIOJHOCKIIA 3aBTPAK?! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BO3-
3puiack Ha MeHs MaHoma.

— BcnomHn, 4TO Ha KOHY, — MHOTO3HAYUTEJIHHO MPOTSIHYIA 5. — [la 1 4To Takoro-to?
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[NopHsia ¢ mona nepeHuK, IEeMOHCTPATUBHO MOBSI3aJIa €ro MOBEPX MBIITHOTO MOJ0JIa IITUKAp-
HOT'O MPUHIIECHETO IJIAThS ¥ pa3Besia PyKaMu:

— Huuero croxnoro! Bpsin jiu B 3TOM O0JTBIIIE OCKOPOJICHH S, YeM B IIEPBOM 3Tarie 0TOopa.

— 4 He cnyxkaHKa, — ynépiaach MaHona.

— Ho Th1 mpuHIIecca cBoero KOposieBCTBa, — HAMOMHMIA s1. — Jlymaii 00 9TOM, Kak 0 MaJIeHbKOM
roiBure Bo Onaro [asTel.

U TyT 1o Bcemy 3aMKy pa3HECCS TYJIKUH 3BOH.

— Ero BenmyecTBO MpoCHYyJIcs, — mporienTaia jeau Capko.

— XuBo oneaiics, — muKHyJIa 1 MaHose.

— [To3nHo. OH He MI0OUT X AaTh, — TOEXKMIIACH HAIllA cBaxa. — JKUBO 3a MHOI !

— 4?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa YIUBJIEHHO.

— A Ha KOM Tiepe/THUK ? — I3BUTEJIHHO MMOUHTEPECOBAIACH JIC/IH.

— Mmi ObicTpo! — Havasa st pa3BA3bIBATH JICHTHI.

— Panbimie Hago Obuto. Temeps OexuM, a TO BceM HecaoOpoBaTh, — 3asBwiia jieau Capko u
MIPUITYCTHJIA U3 TIOKOEB MaHOJIBl Ha TAKOW CKOPOCTH, UTO JIIOOON CIIOPTCMEH MO3aBUI0BAI OBl

51 pacTepssHHO B3IVISTHYJIA HA TIONIPYTY, YBUjIENA B €€ I71a3aX HEeNoaAeIbHOe COXalIeHUe U, Po-
mentaB «B cremylonmii pa3 He moaBean», Modexkana 3a cBaxoi. Oco3HaHue, YTO MHE MPEICTOUT
JIMYHas Bcrpeya ¢ TEMHBIM KOPOJIEM, HACTUIJIO MEHS YK€ IO ITYTH K MECTY IK3EKYLIUH.
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I'masa 7.

— Ero BennuecTBo JIIOOUT 3aBTpakaTh B TUIIMHE, — HA X0y mnbixTena jeau Capko. — [onate
MOIHOC, OTOMTH B CTOPOHKY M MOJTYaTh A0 JAJIbHEUIINX PACTIOPAKEHUM.

— A MOXeT IyCTb KaKk OObIYHO CIIyTH MOAALYT? — MPeUIoKUIA s1 B TOM K€ TOHE, CTapasiCh HE
COMTBCH C JIBIXaHUS.

— Tak g yxe ornana npukas! be3 Hac He nmoganyT, — 3a1bpIXasch, OTBETWIA JeaU. — A XKJIaTbh
TEMHBIN KOpPOJb HE JIIOOU-U-UT.

U B uéM ke TYT BeJMKasl cTparerust cBaxu? — pasMblnuisiia s1 Habery. C 4ero BAPYr KOpoJib

JOJDKEH yeauTh 0co00e BHIMaHUE CITy’KaHKe, KOTopasi eMy 3aBTpak npenogaeceT? [la on Ha ciyr
BOOOIIE HE CMOTPUT HaBepHsIKa!

MBI TpoHECIUCh IO KOPUIIOPY, B30EXKAIIH 110 JIECTHHILIE HA TPETHI STAX, IIPEOAOJIENH elIé OH
KOPHIOP HAa HEBEPOSITHON CKOPOCTH, CBEPHYJIH, IPOOEKAIIH ITOJ1 APKOH U, CITYCTS eIIE METPOB JECSTb,
YyTb HE BPE3AJIMCh B IPOKAIIYIO OT CTPaxa )KEHIIMHY C IIOHOCOM B pyKax.

— bepu, — kuBHya Ha nogHoc jaeau Capko.

— Yro HyHO 3HaTh? — 3aTapaTopwia s, IpUHUMas NMogHoc. — C Kakou CTOPOHBI CTOJIA MoJa-
BaTh? Kak mpuOOpsl pa3iokuTh?

— Ha mecre Bc€ nonmeénb, — MpoNbIXTeNa JIE€AH, XBaTask pPTOM BO31yX. — TOJNBKO HE Nepeyb.
Eciu ckaxer sieup, JIOKNCH. [ 1aBHOE. .. )KUBOU yUTH.

— Yro?! — okpymimia g rasa.

— Wm pasait! Kner sxe! — nuMxHyna MeHsl B CIMHY 9Ta KOBapHAasl 1aMOYKa.

Ilepeno MHOM TyT ke pacnaxHyJUCh ABYCTBOpYaThie ABEPH, U 4 nonuia... Cuenana mar, BTo-
POii, ¥ pa3BepHy’ack, YToObl coexars Hadur! Ho nqBepr 3axI0MHY/IMCh MPSMO TIepei MOMM HOCOM.

— Oif1, — mpolenTaia s, 1 MEAJEHHO MOBEPHYJIACh, YTOObI BCTPETUTDh ONACHOCTDb I'PY/bIO, TaK
CKa3aTb.

Ho onacHocty noka Ha ropu3oHTe He HaOmoaasock. Ilepeno MHoi Oblia Gosbiias, oopM-
JIEHHas B YEPHBIX U CEpbIX TOHAX rocruHas. Ha 4€pHOM nosy KpacoBaJICs NENENbHbIA KOBED, CTEHBI
OB 32IpaNMpOBaHbl OHOTOHHOH cepeOpUCTO-CepOil TKaHbIO, a MOJ1 TOTOJIKOM KPacoBasach TaKast
MOJEpHECTHYECKAs [VIAHLEBO-YEPHAs 3aroryJIMHa, BUIMMO UIMUATHPYIOIAs KaKUE-TO PyHBI, HAa KOTO-
POl CBEPKAJIM HECKOJIBKO, MCTOYAIOLIMX TYCKJIbII CBET, OTOHBKOB. OOUTE/Ib TEMHOI KOPOHOBAHHOM
JIMYHOCTH, KaK U OXKMJAJIOCH, HATOHsJIA KYTb U TOCKY ...

— 31ech ecTb KTO-HHOY/Ab? — CIIPOCHIIA HIENOTOM.

Oteerom MeHs He ynoctownd. [a u kto Ob1 otBeTHi1? Cama ke BUKY, uto HUKOro. ITomHoc
B pyKax 3agpoxas. TyT ke B3siia ceOsi B pyKH, BCTIOMHIJIA TIPUOOPETEHHbBIE HA PabOTe HABBIKU U
BBINPSIMIJIACK. []a s OT TOMNIIBI MBSIHBIX JTAJIBHOOOMIIMKOB Oe3 Mpo0JieM OTHOW pyKOW OTOMBAJIach,
Jaxe He paciieckas HanuTky! Heyxkenn He cmory nogars 3aBTpak KakoMy-TO TaM KOposo?!

Ocmotpenach, puMeTwIa IB€ JBEPU: OIHA HAIPOTMB BXOHa, BTOpas cIipaBa. BblIOXHyIa,
coOpanack 1 TOIIA K TOH, 4To cripaBa. Ho 3Ta Beph Okazanach 3amepra ¥ MOJHOC B PyKe OIAThH
JPOTHYJL.

Benomamiiocs pacnionokeHne KOMHaT B MOMX NMOKosAX. HanpaBo mycras komHaTta, a npsMo. ..
B CciaibHIO. Jla emeé u HaryTCcTBeHHBbIe cioBa Jieau Capko He JaBaiy nokos. Yro 3Haunt «Ecnm cka-
XKET JIeub, JIOKUCh»? MHE 4TO, B MOCTENb €My 3aBTpak nozpasars?! Eciu Tak, TO A 3TOM cBaxe Bce
BoJTOCcEHKH TeBbIaEpruBai! U ato 6e3omacHas Berpeda ¢ TémubiM koponém? OHa ke oberaa, 4to
Manore Huvero He OyaeT yrpoxars!

Bepaynack kK BXOOHOM JIBepH, yOeauIach, 4YTO OHA 3alepTa, U IMolLIa B €JUHCTBEHHOM OCTaB-
IIeMCs1 HaITpaBJIeHWH, MBICJIEHHO YroBapvBasi M HACTpamBasi ceOsi, YTOOB He OPOCUTH MOITHOCOM B
YyJOBUIIIE, BCTpEYa C KOTOPBIM HEMUHYEMA.
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[Nocryuana B ABepb, He AOKJajach OTBETA M Bonuia. [a, 3To Oblia crasbHs, HO e€ Biajiesnell
OTCYTCTBOBAJ, YTO JaJI0 MHE BO3MOXHOCTb OCMOTpeThcsl. UEpHBIe CTeHbI U MeOesb, cepble MO U
noTosok. Y nBa sipkuii MATHA: OeJOCHEXKHBIE JIETKKE INTOPHl HA JBEPSX, BEAYIMX HA OAJIKOH, U
Oenast ocTelb.

Barisaa 3amerascs 1o kOMHaTe B IOMCKaxX MECTa, Ky[4a MOXHO MOCTaBUTh NMOAHOC. KpoBaTHBIN
CTOJIMK HAIIENCS 32 KPecloM. BRICTpO, HO OCTOPOKHO, YTOOBI HE IIyMETh, MOCTABHJIA MOAHOC Ha
KpecJlo, CXBaTWJia CTOJIMK U BOApPY3WJa ero Ha Kpoparh. [lycTb cam Jymaer, Kak IOJ HEro rnotoM
3abuparbcest! OCTOPOKHO B3siyia MOAHOC, Pa3BEpHY/IACh C HUM K KPOBAaTH U B3JPOTHYIA.

— HeoxugaHHo, — MPOU3HEC, CTOSIIIMNA B JBEPSIX BAHHOU MYKUYMHA.

— Oi1, — mUCcKHYyNA 5 ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh, IIOTOMY YTO OH OBbLIT a0COJTIOTHO TOJIbIi !

— ¥V moeii npuciyru HoBast (popma? — NOUHTEPECOBAICS MYKUUHA.

A s cTosUIa K HEMY CIIMHOM M HE 3HaJIa YTO OTBETUTD, TIOTOMY UYTO 3TO ObLIT SIBHO He TEMHBII
Kopoub. Jlaxke MUMOJETHOTO B3MJIsJa XBATHJIO, YTOOBI YBUIIETh, UTO 3TO HOPMAaJIbHBIM, MPUBJIEKA-
TEJILHBII YeJIOBEK, a He YEPHO-CepOe UydOBHIIIE.

— 3aBTpak, — HAMMOMHWJI OH BKPAIUYMBO, CY/s IO TOJIOCY, YyTh MPUOTU3UBIIUC.

— JI-na, 3aBTpak mig TEMHOro Koposs, — MOATBEpANIIA 5.

— N? — ¢ HaMEKOM MTPOUBHEC OH.

Ay MeHs B royioBe LapuJi oaHbIN Oaprak! OOHaXEHHBIA PUBJIEKATEIBHBIN MYKYUHA YTPOM
B cniasibie TémHoro Kopos... Het, s He ucropueHHasi, HO BHIBOJIbI HAIPAIIMBAJIMCH CaMU COOOM. A
IIpU TaKOM packiage MaHosa TOYHO He CMOKET €r0 3aMHTEPECOBATh, OHA K€ HE MYK4YMHa!

keksk

— CeropHs1 y MEHS1 HOBOE MEHIO ? — TOMHTEPECOBAJICS MYyKUMHA. — TaKoro riaThbs emme He ObUIO.
Hemnoxo, HO CIIUIIKOM CKPOMHO.

N g noxonopena. [To teny mpodexkanuch Mypaiiky, TIOIHOC B PyKax OMATh 3aJpOXKal, ere
Ooutbilie HEPBUPYS Ipede3kaHreM TOCY/IBl, 2 BO PTY MEePECcOXJIO OT CTPAIIHON JAOTAKHA. DTOT rojioc!
OH 6bu1 MHE 3HaKOM! D10 ObLI TOTIOC TEMHOTO KOPOJIAL.

MensienHo, OyITO BO CHE, pa3BepHYJach M YCTaBWJIACh Ha JIMIIO SKCTMOMIMOHHUCTA. YX!
Xopomr! U 310 emé MATKO CcKa3aHo, MyXKUYWHA Tepeio MHOW ObLT wacasieH Bo Beém! MmeasbHbii
OBaJI JIMIA C TOYEHBIMU CKYJIAaMH U MYXXECTBEHHBIM MOAOOPOIKOM, HCAIbHBIN HOC, U/ICAIIbHBIE, B
Mepy UyBCTBEHHBIE I'yObI M TUICHSIIONIHE Kapye ri1a3a. Kak-To CAMIKoM MHOTO aeaabHOCTH. .. 310
TONBKO JLO. [1po Teno ymonuy, 4ecTHO cTapajiach HE CMOTPETb, HO 5 ke He cienast!

— 3aBTpak, — MOBTOPUII. .. KOPOJIb, yKa3aB HA KPOBaTh.

HesonpHO criotHyna. 1o oH Ha yto Hamekaer? Ha mogHoc, wiv Ha MeHsi? B npuniune, ¢
TAKMMU-TO JAHHBIMH TOJIOZIAIOIIETO, 5T OBl M cama 3a 3aBTPaK COIIACHIIACh COUTH, €CIU Obl He OHO
«HO». 910 TEMHBIN KOposib! JIMUHOCTH BO BCEX OTHOILIEHUSIX POrHUBLIASA U OTTAJIKMBAIOIIAsl. XOTs
HET, HE BO BCEX OTHOLIECHUSX, YUUTHIBASI €I0 MCTUHHYIO BHEIIHOCTh. Kak ke 3TO HeclpaBeJIMBO —
TaKOM CBOJIOYM U TAKOE TEJIO JOCTAJIOCh!

— Bamn 3aBTpak, — npousHecia, IpoAeMOHCTpUpoBaB nogHoc. — [Togate B mocress?

Kpacage1, moj TMUMHONI KOTOPOTO CKPHIBAIOCH UYOBUILE, HAXMYPHJICS M IOTpeOOBa:

— Ckaxu emg 9ro-HuOY/Ib.

— BaM 3aBTpak Ha CTOJIMKE OCTaBUTb, WU B MIOCTENIb? — HE CAEPKAB €XUCTBA, IOMHTEPECOBA-
J1ack 1.

BnaroroseiiHbii yxac nepes CTpaliHon poken yaeTyYrIcs C TIOHMMaHKUEM, UYTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIIb
Macka. OcTanoch TOJBKO BO3MYILIEHHE. A KOPOJIb-TO HeHAacTosIIIMiA! X0Tsl HET, KOPOJIb HACTOSIIHIM, a
BOT €r0 YCTPAIIAOIIKE POKHIIBI 9TO MILTIO3UsI, 0OMaH, KaK y BomeOHuKa u3 crpanbl O3. Tak Moxer
U BCE OCTajbHOE Toke (puKLMs? YMenas nuapKamnaHus IUTI0C CUIIOBAsl MOAJEPKKaA, U Byalsd — Ja
3[IpaBCTBYET HOBBII BCEMOTYIIIUI TIPABUTEb.

— Thl, — BUOMMO, KakK U 5 €r0, Y3HaB MEHs I10 ToJI0Cy, BAPYT MPOLIMIIET CMa3/IMBbI KOPOJb U
B OJJHO MTHOBEHHE OKa3aJCs Ps/IOM.
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Sl yBruesna TONbKO JIETKYI0 YEPHYIO IBIMKY, a OH YK€ IPeo0IIes IOJIOBUHY KOMHATBI M CXBATHJI
MeHsI 3a 11e4o. JKamo6Ho 3BAKHY mogHOC. S Obl TOXE «3-BSIKHYJIa», HO TaK MCIYrajlach, YTO SI3bIK
oTKa3aJics moBuHOBaThCsl. CTpatHbiil oH! U mieBaTh, 4TO KpacHuBbIi, BCE paBHO CTPAIIIHBIN !

— 310 THI! — PBIKHYJ TEMHBIN KOPOJIb, BCTPSIXHYB MEHSI.

OTtBetom eMy ObLT 3BOH Mocyapl. Ho mogHOC 51 Tak 1 He BBITyCTHIA U3 PyK. OTBIT. ..

— Y10 THI TYT JeNaelib? — IeMOHCTPHUPYS HeqpyKeTI0OHbIe HAMEPEHH S, CIIPOCHIT KOPOJTb.

— 3aBTpak MpUHEca, — MMCKHYA f1.

— Y MeHs He XBaTaeT Clyr? — KpUBO YCMEXHYJICSI OH, HAKOHEII-TO OTITyCTUB MEHS.

— Hy, 3Haete su, rpex kajoBarbCs, KOIJa BaM 3aBTpak IpUHIEcca PUHOCUT, — TPOBOpYAIa,
OTCTYIMB NOJAJIbIIIE OT HETO.

— Jla mocTaBb ThI YK€ ITOT NOAHOC! — BOCKJIMKHYJI KOPOJIb.

[TpomapmmpoBaia Kk KpoBaTy, BOJApPY3UJIA IIOJHOC HA CTOJIMK M CIIPOCHJIA:

— Teneps s mory uaru?

— A NpUATHOTO aNneTUTa MoXeaars? — MPOTSHY/I OH C KPUBOM YCMEILIKOM.

— [IpusiTHO TOM. .. 3aBTpaKaTh, — MpoOypUasa, MEAJEHHO OTCTyMast K BBIXOAY.

— U Bcé xe, kKak TeOe yaanoch J0OUThCs 9TOro? — crpocul TEMHBIN KOPOJTb, KOTOPBINA OKa3bl-
BaeTCs HE TAaKOW YK U TEMHBI, 110 KpallHEN Mepe, BHEIIIHE.

— JIoOGuthCs Yero? — HaCTOPOKMIIACH s1.

— Kak b1 cMOT712 IpOoOpaThCs B MOIO CHAJIBHIO? — Uy Th CKJIOHHJI OH TOJIOBY HAOOK, pa3IiisiabIBast
MeHs1. — TBOsI HACTOMYMBOCTD 3aCTy)KUBAET YBAKEHUsI, HO BCE ke, Kak?

— Mumo npoxoauna, — OpsIKHYJIA 51, ¥ IPUITYCTHIIa BOH U3 CIIAJIbHHU.

Ho wmoi1 3a0er 3akOoHYMIICSI HAa TIOACTYMAx K JBepW. 3aBsi3ia B YEPHOM TyMaHe, KaKk MyXa B
BapeHbe. [TodapaxTanack HEMHOTO M pacciaduaach, MOHSB, UTO 3psi CUJIbI TPady.

— Tak *axJelb CTaTb KOPOJEBOW, YTO PEIIWIach MOAKYMUTh CIyr? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICS
KOPOJIb, MOA0IS U 3aIVIsIHYB MHE B I71a3a.

N yx He 3Ha10, 4TO OH YBUJET B MOEM B3IUI/IE, HO €MY 3TO SIBHO HE NOHPABUJIOCh. XOT$, UTO
TYT TaJiaTh — s OYKBaJIbHO TPAHCIMPOBAJIA HEMIPUSI3HD ¥ OPE3IIMBOCTh. A Kak MHAUe pearnpoBarh Ha
roJIOr0 MY’KMKA, PO KOTOPOTO Thl TOYHO 3HAEIIb TOJILKO OJHO — CBOJIOYb OH pacriocieanss?!

— Ceropns 51 Te0s1 OTITYIILY, HO BIIPE/Ib 3HAM, HA 3aBTPaK S MPEANOYHUTAIO OOJiee JIACKOBBIX JKEeH-
IIUH, — OTYeKaHW1 TEMHBII KOpOJIb.

Bsi3kuii TymaH OTITyCTHJT MEHSI, U 51 BblleTesa u3 KoMHaThl. Ho, Kaioch, He ynepkaiach.

— 3aT0 OHM Bac He MPEANOYNTAIOT! — BRIKPUKHYJIA HATTOCIEAOK U MPHUITYCTHIIA Ha HEOBIBAION
CKOPOCTH.

OcraHOoBuMIIaCh TOJIBKO, KOT/IA 3a CIIMHOM 3aXJIOMHYJIACh IBEPb KOPOJIEBCKUX ITOKOEB.

— Hy ut0? — cnpocuna nenu Capko, KOTopasi, OKa3bIBaeTcsi, BCE 3TO BpeMs *kJajla MEHsS B
KOpU/I0pe.

— Bac He 3as0xxuna, — yeMexnynace 1. — Ho mory u nepenymars.

— Ox, GemHast 1eBOYKa, UIEM CKOpee OTCIofIa, — 3a0Xasia JIe M.

— Ja-na, naBaiite OBICTPEHBKO CMOEMCS, TIOKa KOPOJIb BaC HE YBUMAEN, — €XUIHO MOIIepXKaia
51 €€ UHULIMATHBY.

keksk

— D70 4yno, 4To BCE 0601LI0Ch, — Benlaia jgeau Capko o gopore. — Ero BennvectBo ObiBaeT
OYEHb CTPOT.

— Ho BbI 00 3TOM 3HaeTe TOJIBKO MOHACIBIIIKE, BEPHO? — CIIPOCHJIA 5.

— ¥V MeHs apyrue 00s3aHHOCTH, — MOMBITANIACh YIHTH OT OTBETA OHA.

— W B Bamm 0053aHHOCTH BXOIUT MOJIBEPraTh TAKOW OMACHOCTU IMPHUHIIECC, OIHA U3 KOTOPBIX B
Oy/yIlieM CTaHeT Balllel KOpoyieBoi? — BBEpHYJIA, COIIY PUBIIIHCH.

— MBHI ke JOroBOPHJIMCH, YTO K KOPOJIIO MOUAET npuHiecca ['aaTel, — Bo3pasuia jeau, Oynro
3TO €€ ONpaBAbIBAJIO.
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— W 410 310 MeHsieT?! — BO3MYTHJIACH 1.

— 41 cipimana, yro [asitaHky Oosee. .. CTpacTHbIE KEHIIMHBL, — oKauia ruiedamu Jean Capko.

— To ecTb BBl HE OTpHUIIAETE, UTO XOTEJH YJIOKUTh MaHOJy B MOCTENb KOPoJisi?! — BOCKJIMKHYJA
oI.

— Hy 3auem ke Tak KapAMHAJIBbHO, — HAUaJla YBUJIMBATh OHA. — Takasi BO3MOXKHOCTh HE UCKJIIO-
yaJiach, HO 3TO ke He 00s13aTe/bHO. BCE Ha yeMoTpeHue npuHIIecchl. Bbl ke odonumck 6e3 3Toro.

— A 3Haete uro, jeau Capko, — TOXe YJIBIOHYJIach 5, — UTpy Oe3 MpaBWJ Havaau Bbl. MHe
OCTa€TCsl TOJBKO COOTBETCTBOBATH. Tak OyapTe JOOPHI 00eCHeYnTh BCEM HaM OTBEYAIOIINIA MECTHOU
Mojie Taprepo0, CIykKaHOK, KOTOpble OYIyT IIOMOTaTh, & HE MPECMBIKAThCS U IIIMMOHUTh, 1 HAYHUTE
yKe BBITIOJTHATH CBOU TIPsIMbIe 0OsI3aHHOCTHU. BbI Hallla mpeictTaBuTeIbHUIA B TEMHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE,
a 3HAYMT, HA BAIIMX XPYIKUX TUIeUax JISKUT JIOT TIOCBATUTh HAC B MECTHBIC TPAJIUIIUM U TIPABUJIA
sTHKeTa. Tak ke B BalllMX MHTepecax OOBbSICHUTh HaM, 4ero kAET Teémubiil koponb. MHaue. ..

— Ionsna, He TIpoosIKai, — nepedusna MeHs jieau Capko.

— He nponorkaiite, Baiie BBICOUECTBO, — Mpunievarana si. — Koposb b1 00ecKypakeH Takum
SKCTPEMATBHBIM 3aBTPAKOM U JKaXkKJaJl y3HATh, KTO K€ MOCIIOCOOCTBOBAJ €r0 CBEPILICHUIO. . .

— A BBI IOCTONHBIN MPOTUBHUK, BAIlle BLICOYECTBO, — C yBaXkeHUEeM IIporoBopuia Jienu Capko.

— Barnsgaute Ha cutyanuio o apyruM yrioM. COI03HUK U3 MEHsI He XyXke, — YbIOHYIach s1.

— MeHs# TOJTbKO OJTHO YIMBJISIET, IIOYEMY TaKOW SIPKUIA YM CKPBIBAJIM CTOJIBKO JieT? Beab BbI 1O
MpaBy MOIJIM 3aHATh TPOH BriacuTapa! — mpooskmia OTKpOBEHHO JIbCTUTH Jiean Capko.

— IIpusaTtHo, HO Mepedop, — onEpHYIa 5 e€.

Ha, s cama Obuta OT ceOs1 B BOCTOpre, HO 3TO BCEro JIMIIb MajieHbKasl CIIOHTaHHasI rmodesa.
S manexo He cTparer, Ja U yumiach Ha apyroe. CTyIeHTKa TEXHUYECKOrO YHUBEPCUTETA — 3BYUUT
ropro, a no ¢akrty... [la, Most mpogeccusi, Ha KOTOPYIO 51, KCTaTH, He yCrena JA0y4UThCs, OaHaIbHa
U npo3anyHa. f yumiach Ha WHXEHepa-TEeXHOJIOra MUINEBOM MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTU. CTe3s1 HACTOJBKO
nanékasi OT MHTPUT W TIOJIUTUKU, HACKOJIBKO TOJIBKO MOKHO BOOOPa3UTh. A B 3TOM MHUpE, /1a C MOUM
CTaTycoM, TaK U BOBce Oecroyie3Hasl.

— Hy Tak 4to, Mbl HalfIEM OOIIHIA SA3BIK ? — CIIPOCHIIA Y JIETN, KOT/Ia MbI BEPHYJIFCh B MO TIOKOM.

— Hawm TouHO cTouT 0OCYIUTh TaTbHENIIINe ISHCTBYS, — OTBETHIIA Hallla HeBOJIbHAS cBaxa. — 51
BUKY, UTO MPUHIIECCHI TIPUCITYIIUBAIOTCS K BaM. BBUIO OBI ITyTIO HE BOCIIOb30BATHCS STUM.

— 41 e moka BUXKY TOJIBKO Ballle JKeJIaHWe CIUXHYTh Ha MEHS 00S3aHHOCTH, — 3aMeThIIa 5. —
A B uém Mmos Beirona? IlepBas ke Ballla MHUIIMATUBA MMOKa3aJia, YTO Bbl MAJIO YTO 3HaeTe 0 TEMHOM
KOpOJIE ¥ MOXKETE PACHOPSIKATHCS TOJIBKO €ro CIIyraMHu.

— 970 y*ke uTo-To! — Becomo 3asiBuia jequ Capko. — S mory y3Hath, KOI/ia U rjie OH HaXOAUTCS.
Mory nojickasarh ero MpUBBIYKY U HAPABHUTh, KOT/IA HYKHO, B TIPaBUJILHOM HaIlpaBJICHUH.

— A 11, 3HaYMT, JJOJDKHA HIHYUTHCS C IPUHIIECCAMH U, B CTydae HEOOXOIUMOCTH, YOeXKIaTh UX,
YTO BaM MOKHO BEPUTH? — CIIPOCHJIA, HAXMYPHBILHCh.

— JlocTaTouHO U TOTO, YTO BHI OyJETE IepKaTh UX B y3/1€, — IPUTOPHO YBIOHYach Jieau Capko.

— 41 m 6e3 BammMx HaylleHUH B JTIOOOM Cllydae rOTOBa BCSYECKU MOMAEPXKUBATH MOAPYT 1O
HECYacThi0, — OTBETUJIA, HE CKPBIBAsI CKETICHCA TI0 TIOBOAY TOJb3bI OT TAKOTO COMHHUTENIBHOTO COTPY/I-
HUYECTBA.

— Crenyomas Bctpeda ¢ TEMHBIM KOPOJIEM MTPOU30UIET ceroqHs Beuepom. byaer HeOobImon
npuéM, TOJIBKO /7S Bac U ero BenudectBa. OH OyJeT TaHIeBaTh C BAMH, pa3roBapuBarh, — Iporede-
TaJia Jiely, C/IeNaB BUJI, YTO HE 3aMETHJIA MOChIAEMble MHOIO CUTHAJIbI.

— W 4yem xe s TYT MOTY IOMOYb? — CIIPOCHJIA OUEBUIHOE.

— IpuHIiecchl JOMKHBI OBITH TOTOBBI K JIMYHOM BCTpeue ¢ KOponéM. Ecim XoTh oHa U3 HUX
HAITyTaeTCs M YCTPOUT MCTEPHKY, OHA OyeT... OTBEPrHyTa, — MOSCHUIA JISH.

N Tyt mo moeil criuHe moro3iy Mypamku. byaer orBeprayra? Kak Te neByIIKH, KOTOPBIX
3a0pakoBaJIU TIPH MEPBOM BCTpeue?

— A 4TO KAET OTBEPrHyTHIX ? — CIPOCHJIA, CXBATUB Jie[u 3a pyKy. He otmyiity, moka He oTBeTHT!
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— BonbHO! — BCKpUKHY/A OHa, U 51 4yTh Ocjaduia XBaTtky. — OTBeprayThie MPUHLIECCH OCTa-
HYTCsI 3[16Ch, HO OHM Oy/1yT JIMIIIEHBI BCEX MPUBWIIETHIA. VIX yien ciyXeHue KOpOIo U KOpoJieBe.

— Koponese? — yrouHusa ¢ HaKHUMOM.

— Kopomo u xoponese, — nosropuia jieaqu Capko.

— To ecTb npHHIIECCH CTaHYT paObIHASIMU, KOTOPbIE OYAYT. .. TOQHOCUTH eMy 3aBTpak?! — Boc-
KJIMKHYJIA 5 BO3MYLIEHHO.

W 51 yxe 3Ha1a, 4TO «IMOHOCHUTH 3aBTPAK KOPOJTIO» ITO FOPa3io OOJBIIHIA CIIEKTP YCIIYT, HEKeIH
y OOBIYHOM CITy’KaHKH. MeHsI OH OTITYCTHJI TOJIbKO TIOTOMY, UTO $1 eIIIE He Bhilasia U3 000MMbI 0TOOpA.

— 41 TOMBKO MpUCMATPHBAIO 32 BAMH, HE B MOEH BJIACTH UTO-TO PelllaTh, — pa3Besia PyKaMu Jiein
Capko.

— 41 Bac moHsiIa, — KMBHYJIA, N30 BCEX CUJI CAEPXKUBASICh, UTOOBI HE TIOCIIATh €€ Ky/a MoJasblIle.

— YBUIMMCS 32 YKMHOM, — YIIBIOHYIach Jieau. — City’kaHKU MPUHECYT BaM 3aBTPak v 00el.

— MBI ke coTpygHuYaeM? — TyT K€ CIPOCHJIA 1.

— JI-na, — ¢ onackoit otBeTwIa jieau Capko.

— B Takom ciydae ycTpoiite HaM COBMECTHBIN 00ell. MHe ke Hy’KHO MOPAJIbHO TIOATOTOBUThH
MPUHLECC K MPUEMY.

— ITocrapaioch, — Kak-TO HEYBEPEHHO OTBETHJIA JIE/IH.

— Bynpre mo0Ge3Hbl, BaM 3TO TOJBKO Ha PYKY, — YJIBIOHY/IACH 5.

W MBI pacriporanuch co cBaxou, KOTopasi yxke, HaBepHsIKa, MPOKJIsIa CBOI0 HEJIErKYIO JO0JTIO.
Benp oHa BO BCEM 3TOM y4acTBYeT TOKe He T10 CBOEl BoJie, HO MOIJIa Obl M IPEAyTIPEAUTD, YTO KOPOJIb
Ha 3aBTPaK MPEANOYUTAET HE TOIBKO TOCTHI C YAEM. . .

['yObI HEBOJIBHO pacTAHYIUCH B ycMmenike. CTONbKO CTpaxa HarHasl HAlll )KEHMIIIOK, a Ha Jiefie
COBCEM U HE CTpAIlIHBI}, HY 110 KpaiiHel Mepe Ha iuijo. CMa3nBas MOpJallKa elllé He OTMEHSIET BCeX
MEP30CTEN, UTO OH COBEPILMIL, TAK YTO TEMHBIN KOPOJIb MO-MIPEKHEMY OCTAETCSI MOHCTPOM, TOJIBKO
B KpacuBOW ymakoBke. VIHTEpecHO, CeroqHs BeuepoM OH MOKAXET CBOE MCTUHHOE JIMILIO, WUJIU OISITh
Macky Harenut? B mo0om ciyuae, st He HAMepeHa CKpbIBATh TaKME MUKAHTHbIE CBEICHUS OT TIOJPYT.
3Hasi, 4TO KOpOJIb HE TaK CTpallleH, KaK MbITaeT Ka3aThCsl, MOU MPUHIIECCH CMOTYT C IOCTOMHCTBOM
BBIJIEPXKATh WCIIBITAaHUE OOIIEHUEM C HUM.

W crouno MHe TONBKO MPEACTaBUTh, KaK YAMBSATCS AEBYIIKH, Y3HAB MPO MUCTHHHBIA OOIMK
KOPOJIsi, MAJICHBKYIO YIOTHYIO TOCTUHYIO TYT K€ Hayasl 3aroTHsTh YEPHBIA KIyOSAIMIACS TyMaH.

— Mamouku, — mporientana s, BKaBIIMCh B KPECIo.

A TymMaHa CTaHOBWJIOCH BCE OOJIbINIE, U OH HEYMOJIMMO To0upascs ko Mae. U dero s cuky?
Bexarp ke HyxHO! Bor Tonbko Kyna? Bckounsa, B maHUMKE OcMaTpHUBasiCh, HO BBIXOJ U3 IOKOEB
ObLT OTpe3aH YEPHON MeJIeHOM, KaK U JBepb B criaibHIO. OcTaBajcs TONBKO OJHUH IyTh — B MYCTYIO
KoMHary 6e3 okoH. Ho 310 ke noBymika! OTTyaa s TO4HO MOTOM He BeiOepych. M TymaH, OyaTo 3Hast
3TO He Xy’Ke MeHs1, TECHUJI IMEHHO K ITyCTOi KoMHaTe. A He noiay u Bc€ TyT! He Oyny urparts o ero
npaBwiam! OCTaHOBUJIACH ITOCPEIN TOCTHHOM, 32)KMYPUJIACh U CIIENIIA 3YOBI. .. YTOOBI HE 3aKPUYATh
OT CTpaxa.
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I'maBa 8.

TuimuHa. . . BpIo Tak THXO, YTO B TOJIOBY 3aKpaJlach CTpAIlIHAsI MBICJIb — 5l yMEpJIa U caMa 3TOro
He 3aMeTriia. Koraa meku 4to-To KOCHYJIOCh, B3IPOrHYJIa M OTHPSIHYJIA B CTOPOHY. BoJIbHO ynapuiiach
HOTo¥ 000 YTO-TO, TIOMATUJIACH, CITIOTKHYJIACH U TIOJIeTesa BHU3.

Bc€ mpounzonuio tak ObICTPO, UTO 51 Jake I71a3a OTKPBITh He ycIiena. A Korjia OTKpbuia, OOHapy-
KWJIA, YTO TIOYTH JIEXKY . .. HA pyKax y TémHoro koposis. Ha MeHs &KyTKO MSIMIIUCh CBETALIMECH I71a3a,
a KPOBOXAJTHBIA OCKAJI HEPBUPOBAJI OMACHOU OJIM30CTHIO K He3alMITIEHHOM Tiiee. TyT ke OTCKovmIa
TIOJIAJTBIIIE W YCTABUJIACh HA MOHCTpPA UCNoio0bs. 1 3HaM ke, 4To Macka, a Bc€ paBHO crpariHo. Ho
XOTb 3JI0BEILEro TyMaHa OOJIbIle HET, U TO XOPOIIIO.

Momnuanue 3atsaruBanock. OH pa3misabBal MEHs, 1 HE BbIIIycKaJla U3 BUIY ero. [lepBblii He
BbIIEPKAJT KOPOJIb.

— Thl cTpaHHO pearupyelb, — MPOM3HEC OH 3aayMUnBO. — OOBIYHO MeHsI OOSATCS ropaszao
OOJIBILIE.

Her, Hy 310 y*e€ Harnocts! Mano emy Moero crpaxa, Buaute ju! Cienars J1y:Kuily Ha KOBpe,
yToOBI YOeIuiIcs, uto s B yxkace? Eciu u anbiie Tak pa3risabiBaTh OyIeT, TO U JI0 9TOTO MOXKET
TIOUTH. ..

— U nposiBiisiior GoJiblle yBaKeHUs1, — 100aBuI TEMHBIN KOPOJIb, IIaTHYB KO MHE.

— [pomry cobmonaTh AUCTAHIINIO! — MUCKHYJIA 51, TISATSICh.

HaronkHynack Ha 4TO-TO U ceJia, cjlaBa OOTy He Ha I0J1, a Ha JUBaH. YCTPOMUJIach Moyno0Hee,
NONpaBIJia I00KU U cesiajia BUJI, YTO TaK M ObUIO 3aaymMaHo. Bc€ paBHO Oexarh HEeKy/a, a Tak XOThb
HOTH HE JpOXKarT.

TEMHBII KOPOJIb YCMEXHYJICS CBOUM JKYTKHUM OCKaJIOM U HETTPUHYKAEHHO YCTPOUJICS B KpecJIe.
[Tpsimo kak y ceds goma! CrpaBeaaMBOCTA pajy, OH M Tak J0OMa, 3TO s, CKakeM Tak, rocTbs. Ho
MOKOU-TO MOM, TaK UTO MOT OBbl... XOTsI HET, He MOT Obl, OH, HABEPHOE, U HE 3HAET, YTO TaKOE BEXK-
JMBOCTh. EMy 3TO MpOCTO HU K YeMmy.

Ha sa3sike Beprenock «3aueM noxanoBain?». Ho cripocuTh BOT Tak MpsAMO CMEJIOCTH HE XBa-
TaJo, a 00JeYb KUBOTPENENIYIINi BOIPOC B Oojiee MOaXoasiyo (hopMy Melliajia MoACTyHakoIast
NaHvKa. B pe3ysbprate cuiM — OH CBEPJIUT MEHS CBOMMU YyJOBUIIHBIMU [NIA3EHKAMM, S IPOKUTAIO
JbIPY B MO0JI€ 3aTPaBJI€HHBIM B3I A0M. Mnnsms!

W onste y KOpoJi TeprieHus He XBaTW/IO. $1-TO HaTpEeHUpPOBaHA JOMPOCAMU MPENOI0B, KOraa
BpOJIc U y4YWJIa, a YTO OTBETUTh HE 3Haellb. Toxe, ObIBAJIIO, BOT TaK CHIUIIb, MOTUYHIIb, a TIepPe/]
I71a3aMU BCS KU3Hb [POJIETAET. . .

— ThI oragpIBacIbCs, 3a4€M s MPUILEN? — U3PEK MECTHBIM TEMHBIN BIACTEIIVH.

Cpazy HeCKOJIbKO BApUAHTOB HABCKUJIKY B TOJIOBY MPUIILIO: YOUTb, MBITATh, OJTYYUTh TO, YTO
Ha 3aBTpaK He 0OJIOMUIIOCK. .. OTHaKO He OyaeM ceOe JIbCTUTh U OCTAHOBUMCSI HA OaHAJIBHOM — TTOM3-
nesatbcs. Yem TaMm e 3moaen paspiekaiorcs? OrbiTa oOLeHUs C YyAOBUILIAMH Y MeHsI He ObLIO,
HO ITOYEMY-TO MOYMAJIOCh, YTO HEJIOCTATKOM BOOOPaKEHHS STOT KOHKPETHBI MOHCTP HE CTPajiaeT.
Tak 4TO MyCTh CaM 03By4MBaET.

OH u o3Byumnn!

— Tsl Buzena to, yero He JOMkKHA ObLIA, — 3a5IBUJT KOPOJIb.

Hy nHapno xe! a yto s Tam Bugena-to? M He cmotpena. .. nodtu. Tosbko MeIbKOM B3MJIsSHYJIA,
CIIy4arHo.

— He nonnmaes, — ycMeXHyJCS KOPOJb.

— Tak oObsicHUTE, — permmiach s BCE e 3arOBOPUTb.

— Tel BOIILIa B MOIO CHIANIBHIO, KYy/Ia UMEIOT JOCTYII TOJBKO T€, KOTO 51 IMYHO OA00PSI0, — MHO-
TO3HAYUTENIBHO MPOU3HEC TEMHBIN yKACTHUK.

— Bonbliie He moBTOpUTCs! — Mooderana st iCKpeHHe.
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Bor npasna, 6ombiie Hu Horo¥! HUKakuMu TUTIONIKaMU He 3aMaHsIT!

— T BUgEna To, 4ero He JOJKHA ObLIa, — TOBTOPHII OH.

— Vixe 3a0bl1a, — 3aBepuia s €ro, HayaB J0raJbIBaThCs, O YEM peyb.

— OnHOTO TBOETO CJIOBa MHE HEIOCTATOYHO, — TIOKAYasl OH CTPAIITHOW OAIKOH.

— Ha xpoBu noksisicteesi?! — BCIbUIANIA 1.

— 3aueM Xke Tak KapIuHAJIbHO, — YIBIOHYJICS OH.

— He Hapno, — nonpocuia 1.

— Yt0 He Ha/l0? — He NOHAT TEMHBINA KOPOJIb.

— Tak ynbIOaTbcs, — OMyCTHIIA ST TOJIOBY.

— Ho TbI e 3Haelb, YTo 9TO BCEro JIMIIb MacKa. .. U B 3TOM MpoodiieMa, — MPOU3HEC OH.

— Dra TailHa OCTaHETCs CO MHOW HAaBEeKH, — C jkapoM Moodermiana . — Hukorga HUKoMy He
pacckaxy, Aaxe Moj NbITKaMu!

— TBoero cioBa HEAOCTATOUHO, — 3asIBHJI KOPOJb. — 51 IOJKEH OBITh YBEpEH. . .

— CBuieTenu JONTo He KUBYT, — XOJI0/esl MpollenTaa .

Hy Bc€, ceifuac oH MeHsI IPsIMO TYT YObET ¥ IOXOPOHUT BMECTE CO CBOEH CTPAIIIHOW TalHOM
PO CMA3JIMBYIO HE TIO CTAaTyCy MOPIAIIKY. A JKUTh-TO Xouercsi! Y mycTh mepcrnekTuBhl Tak cede, a
IIOMMPATh BCE paBHO PAHOBATO.

— ¥V Hac ;1Ba BapuaHTa, — OpOCHJI MHE HaXXUBKY TEMHBINA KOPOJIb.

W Tak 3ax0Tenoch NOBEPUTD B JIydlliee, HO, YUUTHIBast OOCTOSITENILCTBA, I yKe MPUTOTOBHUIIACH
YCIBIIIATH YTO-TO BPOAE « YOUTH OBICTPO MM MEIJICHHO ¥ MyUYHUTEIILHO».

— 41 Ha3oBy TeOs1 M3OPAHHOW HEBECTOM, WJIM 3arevaraio BOCIOMUHAHUS. BeiOupail, — Heoxu-
JAHHO U3PEK KOPOJIb.

— Bropoe! — Bbinmanuia cpasy xke. CnoxeaTwiiach U yTOYHMJIA: — A YTO 3HAUMT 3amevyararb
BOCIIOMMHAHMA ?

— Ts1 320yzenirb BC€, 4TO MPOM3O0IILIO B MOEH crialibHe, — MOSICHUIT TEMHBIN KOPOJIb ¢ YCMEIIKOM.

— 3abwiBaiiTe! B cMbIclie, 3arevaThiBaiiTe, — ¢ 00JIerYeHUeM BBIJOXHYIIA f1.

— Tak mpeTuT MBICIb CTaTh MOEH KEHOM? — CIIPOCHII OH. .. OOMXEHHO?

Jla Her, mokazasnoch, HaBepHoe. Takue u 00MKaThes-TO He ymeloT. Cpasy roJioBy C Iuied, Win
KaK Y HUX TYT C HEYTOJHbIMU pacIpaBiIsoTCs?

— Hy 4rto BB, IPOCTO HE XOYy JIMIIATh APYIMX MPETEHJEHTOK BO3MOXKHOCTH CIIPABEJIMBOM
noOe/Ibl, — BBIIABUJIA, M30 BCEX CHJI CTApasich YAbIOaThCs UCKPEHHE.

Bc€ paBHO He OBepHI1, HO 51 XOTSI OBl MOIBITANAC.

— Byzb no-tBOEMY, — PE3KO BCTAJI KOPOJIb M LIArHyJ1 KO MHE.

S Bca cxanach U 3aKMypUIIACh. . .

OTkpbuIa IJ1a3a, HEIOYyMEHHO OCMOTpEJIach U BeTala. Kak 3To MeHs yropasanio YCHYTh-TO?

— Barne BbicOUYeCTBO, 3aBTPaK, — C TIOKJIOHOM OOBsIBUIIA JKaHu s, BRI U3 CIIATbHM.

keksk

[epBoe yTpo B poiu MpeTeHAEHTKH Ha MOYETHOE MecTO TEMHOI KOpOJIeBbl BHIIAIOCH CyMOYp-
HbIM. CHavana MaHona ycTpowia CKaHAas u3-3a OAEXK[bl, TIOTOM IPUIIIOCh BMECTO He€ OexarTh U
1o71aBaTh 3aBTpak TEMHOMY KOPOJIIO. 3psl TOJIBKO BOJIHOBAJIACH, €I0 BCE PAaBHO B CIAJIbHE HE OKa3a-
JI0Ch, OCTaBWIIa OAHOC 1 ObicTpo yiwia. Ho 3ato ¢ neam Capko Bpoae MOMy4rsIioch JOTOBOPUTHCS.
[TycTh M HEOXOTHO, HO OHA COITIaCKJIaCh COTPYAHMYATh HA MOMX YycioBusx. Ho pasroBop co caxom
TaK BBIMOTAJI, YTO S 33/ipeMasia, CH/is Ha quBaHe. M 1o cux mop He Moriia O KOHIIa PUITH B ceOsl.
Bcé kazasiock, 4T0 UTO-TO 320bLIa, XOTS BCE COOBITHS yTPa Pa3oKUIA IO MOJOYKAM U BCE COILIOCH.

— Bam He HpaBuTCs 3aBTpak, Baie BbicouecTBO? IlpuHecTw urto-TO Apyroe? — cnpocuia
Kanwus.

— A? Her, oueHb BKYCHO. ..

— Ho BbI Tak HIUEro u He MONMPOOOBAIH, — YJIBIOHYJIACH JEBYIIIKA.

— A 1 ¥ Tak BUXKY, UTO BKYCHO, — OTBETUJIA CYXO U CJIy’KaHKa TYT ke OTCTaja.
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W s takum 3actaBuiia cedst HEMHOTO TIOECTh. 3aBTPaK OKA3aJICcsl AEHCTBUTEIBHO KOPOJIEBCKUM.
Takoro BKYCHOT0 TBOPOKHO-KPEMOBOTO JiecepTa s ellié HUKOraa He nmpodoBasia. U ToJbKO Kakue-To
HE3HAKOMBbIE CUHME SITOJIKU BI3bIBAJIM ONACEHHUE, HO 51 X NIOBBIKOBBIPMBAJA M OCTaBUJIa Ha TapeJiKe.
A MeCTHBIIl aHaJIOT ropsiYero MoKoJaaa HanoMHUI o AerctBe. Korma y Hac ¢ Téreid ObLIO coBCEM
TYI'O C IGHbraMH, OHa JJOCTaBajIa U3 CTapbIX 3aI1aCOB MAYKy C TAMHCTBEHHBIM HAa3BaHUEM «SIUMEHHBIN
HAITUTOK» W BapHJIa M3 STOrO MOPOIIKA BIOJIHE CHOCHOE KaKao. Y MOJaHHOTO MHE HalMTKa ObLT YeM-
TO HEYJIOBUMO CXOXKHM BKYC, HO TOpa3/io sipue U HACBIILICHHEE.

[TokOHUMB ¢ MECTHBIMM TaCTPOHOMHYECKMMHU W3bICKaMH, f1 oTnpaBuiach K Manone. OHa
HaBEpHSIKa MePekKUBAET, HYy)KHO YCIIOKOUTH BCIIBLIBYMBYIO IIPUHLIECCY.

— A BOT ¥ Haia (paBOpUTKa, — BCTPETUJIAa MEHS B CBOEI FOCTUHOM SI3BUTEJIbHOIN PEIUIMKON
rasiTaHckasi nmpuHiecca. — Ml kak mpoInuio cBUJjaHue ¢ KOpoaem?

— A HHUKak, — pa3BeJia s pyKaMu.

— He npunsan? — ynusuiacs MaHoma.

— Ero He 6b110, 1 3TO, IOBEph MHE, K JIyUIlIeMY, — YIBIOHYIACh S1.

— Ilouemy? — 3aunTepecoBaach MaHoma.

— A noromy, yto Hamia Jjeau Capko oTnpaBuiia MeHs MOfaBaTh €My 3aBTpPaK B MOCTENb! —
00bsIBMIIA 5, KAPTUHHO pa3Belsl pyKaMu.

— Kak B nocrenp?! — onemmia Mahona.

— Bor e raguna! — BockJImkHyna Mapuiika, BbICYyHYB HOC U3-3a JBEPU.

Oxkazasnock, 4To Bce MPUHIIECCH COOPAUCH B CriaibHe MaHOJIbI 1 K Aaiu MeHs1. V1 oHu 3a MeHs
nepesxxuBaiau! Ho s OpicTpo yOeauia ux, 4To BOJTHOBATHCS HE CTOUJIO.

— OH 4T0, He 3ax0TeJI C TOOOW BCTPETUThCs? — HaxMypuiiach beapuna.

— CoMHeBaioCh, YTO OH BOOOIIIE ObLT B Kypce MPEICTOSIIEro paHaeBy, — YCMEXHYJach s. — Jlenu
Capxko 3HaeT 0 KopoJjie HeMHOrMM Oosibiie Hamero. OHa JieficTBOBasIa Hayrajl, B HaJexk/e, YTo Moj-
CYHET OfHy U3 Hac TEMHOMY B CIIaJIBHIO, M OH Cpa3y Xke BbIOEpEeT HECUACTHYIO, TEM CaMbIM N30aBUB
Capko oT HeOOXOOMMOCTH BO3UTHLCS CO BCEMU OCTAJTbHBIMHU.

— Bort xe raguna! — nopropuiia Mapuika.

— He nepesxwuBaiite, 6osbliie TAKOro He MOBTOPUTCS. 1 cymerna TOroBOPUTHCS € JIeH, YTOOBI
OHa HaM MIOMOTaJIa, — YABIOHY/IACh 51 IPUHIIECCAM.

— U kak Tebe 310 ynaioch? — yIuBUIaCch Yiapu.

— HemHOro HacCTONYMBOCTH, BBITOJHOE MPEIOKEHUE U. .. — U TYT 5 cCaMa 3aJyMaJlach, a [IOYeMy
Capko coracuiiacb-to?

[ToMHI0, YTO YEM-TO €€ MPUITYTHYJIA, @ YeM UMEHHO — U3 TOJIOBbI BBUIETEIIO.

— B oOmiem, oHa Ha Haiei CTOpoHe, — 3aBepuJjia MOJAPYT, 3aMETUB, YTO OHHU OISATh HAYAIU
OECITIOKOUTHCS.

— U 4ro paneiie? — cnpocuia pookas CeneHupa.

— A janpliie y Hac CeroJHs1 Be4epoM KOJUIEKTMBHOE CBUJIaHKE C ero BesmvecTBoM Kormapom
VkacHbIM, — 00BbsIBIIIA S1. — ByJieM y:KuMHaTh, OOIIAaThCS M TAHIIEBATb.

— C Hum?! — okpyriwia ra3a Mapuiika.

— A c kem ke emE. M1 HaMm Hy)XHO NOAroToBUThCs. HU B KOEM cilydyae Hesb3s MaHUKOBATh U
MOKAa3bIBaTh CTPAX.

— Jla Kak >xe He MoKa3blBaTh cTpax? — oxHyJa beapuHa.

— I'maBHOe He m1apaxaTbcsi OT HEro, He yoerath U He YCTpauBaTh UCTEPUKHU. Bmepy TpsicTuch 1
3auKaThCs paspemiaercs. Sl u cama Oymy ApoxaTh, KaK JIMCT Ha BETPY, — MpOIIIeNnTania 5.

— A s 3aKkporo ra3a u Oyay AymaTh O TPETheM COBETHHKE XallIpUHYype, — MEUTATeIbHO MIPOTS-
Hysa Yiapu.

— Xaxny mogpoOHOCTEH, — 3aKaTuia ria3a Mapuika.

N mbI Bce e€ nogepxaiin.
skkook
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K obemy Bech HaIll IPUHIIECCUI OTPSI/T pacXpaOpuiics U yxe Hu4uero He 6osuicsa. M TombKo 5
HET-HeT, J]a U B3[paruBaya, OyATo OT KaKOTrO-TO BOCIIOMUHAHUS. U elé He aBajv MOKOsI MBICIIHU O
TEeX MPHUHIIECCAX, KOTOPBIX YK€ OTBEpIIU. S He pemmiack paccka3arh MOApPYyraM O TOM, YTO KIET
BCEX, KPOME OTHOHM MOOEAUTEIbHUIIBI, KOTOPOW TOXE MOXKHO TOJIBKO MOCOYYBCTBOBATH. BhIMIpaB-
X B 9TOM COpPEeBHOBAaHUM He ObLI0. Bcem Ham mpesicTosio padcTBO B ToM i uHou ¢hopme. Ho
TOJIKO MaHoJ1a Oblj1a TOTOBa OCO3HAHHO MOWTH Ha KEPTBY paayl CBoero koponescTsa. M s mocrapa-
10Ch TIOMOYb €1, XOTsI IIAHC U HEBEJHK. 5 OUeHb COMHEBAJIACh, YTO yUaCTh KEHBI Oy/IeT CUIIbHO OTIIH-
YaTthCs OT 1071 npourpasinux. Ho uto, ecnu TEMHBII KOPOb CAEPKUT OOCIaHue 1 TIO3BOJIUT CBOEH
«TJIaBHOM UTPYIIKe» 3a00TUTHCS O POJHOM KOpOsieBcTBe? YITycKaTh TaKyl0 BO3MOKHOCTb HEJIb3s1!

B 1Bepb noctyvanu v Mbl BCE pa30M COCKOUMIIU C KPOBATH.

— Bxonu, — npukasana Manoua.

Bomia e€ ciyxkaHka, OKJIOHAIACh U TUXO IIPOM3HECIIA!

— Bamm BbicoyecTBa, Bac MpUIJIAIIAIOT HA 00,

— Kyna? — naxmypunach beapuna.

— B o0myio 3aiy, — onsTh MOKJIOHMJIACH KEHIIMHA.

— 370 He yXKHH, a TOJIBKO 001, — MOMbITAJIACH 51 YCIIOKOUTH JCBYIIICK.

— Benu, — BemmuecTBeHHO KMBHY/1a MaHona.

W mb1 Bee, nmorisapiBast Apyr Ha Apyra, MOIUIM 3a ciykaHKoi. CeJleHupa 4yTh OTCTasla, HO Mbl
¢ Mapuikoil B35 €€ MoJ] PyKH U JOTHAJIU OCTaJIbHBIX.

— A 4 He ToJI0/IHa, — MpoIIenTaia Yiapu, HO pa3BepHYThCA M yOexaTh el He nana beapuHa.

— CocraBuIib HaM KOMITAHUIO, — YABIOHYJIaCh OHA «BOCTOYHOI» KpacaBHIIE.

K Tomy MOMeHTY, KOr/1a MbI IIPHUIIUTA B HEOOJIBIION 3aJ1, PACIIOIOKEHHbIN B TOM ke KOPUAOpe,
YTO W HaIlIM TIOKOM, 5 YK€ TOYHO 3HaJla — Y Hac J1Ba caaObix 3BeHa. CeneHupa U Yinapu OOsIIHCH
OOJIbIIIEe OCTATIBHBIX. XOTS HET, OOSUIMCh MBI BCE, HO IMEHHO 3TH MPUHIIECCH HE CTBHIIMIUCH CBOETO
cTpaxa U He CTPEMIUTUCh YTO-TO JIOKa3aTh OCTaIbHBIM. MOTHBBI MaHOJIBI ObLITM OueBUIHBI, Beaprne
rOp/IOCTh HE MO3BOJIsIA YCTYNUTh, @ Mapuiika B IpUHLUIIE [TacOBaTh He ymena. Yiaapu u CeneHupa
ObLIM BOCIMTAHBI MHAYE, OHU M3HAYAILHO OBUTH MPEAPACHONOKEeHbl YCTYIaTh U MOBUHOBAThCS. U
3TO MOIJIO MX 1oryouts. Ho s Tak mpocto He otcTyrutiock! Y mycThb 3TO I1yno, yYuThIBasi, 4TO UTOT
Oy/ieT OfvH, s He CIaMCHI.

ToJbKO KOT/1a MBI BCE YK€ Paccesuch 3a 00eIeHHBIM CTOJIOM, s1 BCIOMHMIIA O cebe. a, 51 mpo-
aHAJIM3UPOBAJIA TIOBEJICHUE BCEX MPUHIIECC, HO TOJILKO He CBOE. M uTo xe pykoBoauT MHOI? B uém
MOsI MEHTaJIbHasi 0COOEHHOCTh? B Kakyio siueiiky MHe TOJIOKUTDb ceOsi?

[TpuHIIECCH YyTh paccaadUIMCh, YCIIOKOMIUCH M TIPUCTYIIN K 00€ldy, a 51 CMOTpesia Ha HUX
Y HUKaK He MOIJIa MOHSTh — IJJ€ MOE MECTO.

Ha, s pazaenuia ux 1Mo 3HAKOMbIM KPUTEPUSIM U, €CJTH CJIEIOBATh STOM JIOTUKE, TO OJIMIKE BCeX
KO MHe J0JDKHA ObITh Mapuiika, HO s He YyBCTBOBasa cxoxectu ¢ Hell. Beapuna? Toxe He T0. Cke-
JleHupa win Yiapu — BooOiie Mmumo. Manona? Her, coBepiiieHHO qpyroil MeHTaiuTeT. Tak Kakas
ke a7 Y MeHsl HeT HU4ero oOIIero Hy ¢ OIHOM U3 3TUX JeBymiek. Eciu 3a0bITh 0 TOM, UTO 5 HE U3
3TOrO0 MUpA, TO BCE JIOTUYHO — 5 BJIacUTapKa!

370 0co3HaHUE OOJTHHO YAAPUIIO TIO BCEM YCTOSIBIIMMCS MPUBBIYKAM M 3ACTABUJIO YCOMHUTHCS
B TOM, 4TO 5 JeJ1al0. A criocoOHa Jin 51 T03a0O0THUTHCS O HUX, €C/U JIaxe B ceOe He pa3oOpasiach?

3a noceAHIO HeJeTio 51 y3Haaa MHOTo o Biiacutape u cBOEM pojie, HO Kaxk/10i iep:kaBe CBOM-
CTBEHHO IpeyBeINYMBaTh CBOU 3aciyru U cBepuieHus. aas yBepsi, urto Bioacutap 310 oTBaxHas
JepikaBa, OTCTaMBaIOIAsl CBOM YCTOM U IpaBa Ha MPOTSKEHWU MHOTMX BeKOB. OH rOBOPUJI, YTO Halll
pon HUKora He O0sIcA U He ToBUHOBaJICS TéMHOMY Kopomio. Brnacutap OblT cuiibHEe THETA, TIOKa
He naji pop Brnacro, koTopoMy MOBUHOBAJIUCH BOABI PEKU DMapo.

Bc€ 310 3ByUasio oueHb KpacuBO M BOOMYIIEBIISIONIE, HO ObLIO i Tak Ha Aeie? U ecnu Obl 51
BOCIIUTHIBAJIACh BO Bilacutape, To Bena Obl cedst Tak xe? JOMKHBI ke Uy MEeHsI ObITh CBOU KOPHH,
CaMOOBITHBII HPaB U, HY HE 3HAI0, MAMSTh MIPEIKOB, UTO JIU.
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— A 4ro BbI 3HaeTe 0 Biacutape? — cripocuiia y ak THBHO OOCY:K/AAIOIIMX MECTHYIO KyXHIO IIPHH-
Lecc.

JleBylIKy 3aMoT4aii, IOCMOTPENIr Ha MeHs U... pactepsiiuck? Her, oHu He pacrepsivce, a
IIPOCTO HE 3aXOTEJIM TOBOPUTb.

— DTO TaKoi CIOKHBINA Bonpoc? — HaxMypuiach 51. — [1o moBeaeHuIo Kax 101 U3 Bac s MHOTOe
MOT'y paccKa3arb O Balllell pOJMHE, a BaM TSKEJIO CKa3aTh XOTh YTO-TO?

— Ons, Hy 3a4eM Thl Tak? — TUXO NpousHecia beapuna. — Mbl Bce 3HaeM, UTO Thl HU B YEM
HE BUHOBATA.

— Tr1 motepsina ropazao Oosnblie, YeM Bce Mbl, — BexJiunHyna CeeHupa.

— He HyxHO npo poaureneii, — noaHsia s pyky. — 51 o gpyrom crnpammusaio. Kakoe oHO, Moé
KOPOJIEBCTBO, 1O BallleMy MHEHHUIO? TOJIbKO YECTHO.

— W yto THI XOYewb yciblare? — BAPYT pe3ko crpocwia Manona. — Hageembes, 4To Mbl
HAYHEM BOCXBAJIATH TBOUX MpeAKoB? Vinu, MOXKET, JyMaelib. . .

— Jla mopmoxku Thl, — nepedmia e€ Mapuika. — O, a 3aueM 1ede? Thl ke yuuiia UCTOpUIO,
cama BCE€ 3Haellb.

— 3Hasia Obl, He CripanmBaa, — Ipodypuana s, yTKHYBIIUCH B TAPEJIKY.

— Ila-a-a, uctuHHas A04b Bracurapa, — xmMpikHys1a MaHona. — BroxHoBuIia, moBesa 3a coooi,
a IMOTOM IIPOCTO Iporaal

— He nmponana, a ymepia, — Bo3pasuiia Yiapu.

Sl nopaBunack U 3akanuisiack. OTKaNUIsIack, 3aluja CTPECC U XPUILIO MONPOCUIIa:

— Bbl MeHs paHblile BpeMEHU-TO HE XOPOHHTE.

— Jla He o Tebe peub, — MaxHyJIa Ha MeHs pyKoi beapuHa 1 moBepHyJiack K MaHose: — A Korjia
OCTPOBA ThMOM 3aTOIMUJIO, K KOMY BbI 32 IIOMOIIBIO TIONUTA?

— Yk TOYHO He K BaM, BbI-TO Cpa3y TPETh BOIbI CKYIWJIM! — BCKOUMJIA U3-3a cToja MaHona.

— Taxk, crorm! — XJIOMHYJA s TAAOHAMU TIO CTONTy. — Bonpoc cauMaercs. Equm u ynsioaemcs. A
S yK JIyyllle B CYACTJIMBOM HEBEJEHNUU OCTAHYCb.

U Bce TyT xe npuTuXau. Mo TUYHBIN aBTOPUTET TOMY BUHOM, WIIH €IIE KaKue MPUYHMHBI, HO
MOCITYIIAIUCh. A s, TIOXaTyH, OoJbilie He Oyoy COMHEBAaThCsl M Komathesl B cebe. Upesaro 310. Ho
ASIONIKA, BUIMMO, 1aBaJl MHE MH(POPMAIIHIO O POJMHE JO3UPOBAHHO U OUeHb BHIOOpOUHO. [Toxoxe,
B 1mKagy pona Brnacrto cripsitan ckeJeT MpUIMYHBIX Pa3MepoB, C AUHO3aBpa! A y MeHs u 6e3 aHTpo-
MOJIOTMYECKUX MCCIIEJOBAaHMH 3a00T XBaTaeT, TaK YTO OTJIOKY M3ydeHHE HACJECTBEHHBIX MPU3HA-
KOB, CIHIITY CBOE HEOOBIYHOE JJIsI STUX MECT MOBEJ/IeHNE Ha BIMSHUE JPYroro Mupa v Oyay 10 ocie -
HEro 3a 3TUX COPOK BoeBaTh. U mo-xopomemy, rnoxoxe, He nonyuutcs. Ilpoie cpasy Hamyrars, a
MOTOMH BMECTE YCIIOKAUBAThCS U XPaOPUTHCs OyIeM.

— Tak, a Teneps K Jei1y, — IPOU3HECa, KOrla OYTH BCe MOKOHYMIIM ¢ AecepToM. — Ham HykHO
MepeXuTh 3TOT Beuep Oe3 nmotepb. Yiaapu, CeneHupa, Bbl c1adoe 3BeHO0. Bo3pMuTe yxe ceds B pyKu
Y HAY4UTECh HE TOJIBKO YCTYMaTh, HO U KycaThCs!

— 4?7 — ynuBn€HHO NpoTsHyIa Yiapu.

Cenenupa, 4TO pUMeyaTesIbHO, mpoMomyaia. ITnoxo, coBceM mioxo.

— Ja, TbI, MOsI BOJIOOKasl, — €XMIHO YJbIOHYach s1 Ynapu. — [IpuBBIKIa Beerna ycTynaTtb U
MOBUHOBATbCS MYyKUMHAM?

— 41 cunbHee, yeM Thl TyMaelllb! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA Yapy.

— Taxk nokaxwu 310! Tl He y cebst foma, TYT Apyrue npaBuia, — npurnedarana s1. — U ecim Ha Te0st
OylleT CKaJIMTh CBOM KJIBIKM KaKOW-TO MECTHBIN KOPOJIEK, ThI IOJKHA 3HAThH ceOe 1IeHY U C TOPIOCThIO
yJIBIOAThCS B OTBET, MOTOMY UTO ThI He /17151 Hero. Tol kpyue! OH I0JKeH 3aCily)KUTh TBOE BHUMaHue !

— 4 yero? — pacrepsiach Yiapu.

— Tol s1yuitie, ropaso Jgydlle, 4eM OH MOT Aaxe Meutars! Cama nomyMai, Thl PUHLIECCA, KOTO-
pOM JJa)ke Ballll MECTHBIE HE YAOCTOWUJIMCh, YTO TOBOPUTH O KAaKOM-TO TaM 4Yy’Kake, — MOJAMUTHYJIa
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s ell. — A 4TO OH CTpalllHBIN, TAK €My TOJILKO TTOCOYYBCTBOBATh MOXHO. XOTsI HET, HE HAJIO, ITyCTh,
Oenonara, Maetcsl B HeBeJeHUU. EMy 1 Tak 110X0 OyzieT, 9To TeOst He 3aCTyKuIL.

— Jla, oH MeHs He JOCTOMH! — BCKOUYMJIA TIPUHIIECCA YIapH.

— Moropen, 6oern, — noxBanuia s e€. — Moxkellb UITA MPUXOPAIIMBATLCS, YTOOBI CPa3UTh
HeyJauyHUKa HaroBaJl.

N VYnapu yoexana.

— Te1 uyto TBOpMIIL? — cipocuia MaHona mENoToM.

— Bac oTBO€BbIBaIO, — OTBETWIA 51 €11 U MOoBepHYJ1ach K CeneHupe.

— He nHano, — B3monmiack Cenn. — 4 BC€ noHsIa.

- I[a HHWYEro Tbl HE IIOHsJIA, — IIOKavaJia g rOJIOBOM. — I[yMaemb, OH Ha BHEIIHOCTH WJIN ITOBC-
JeHUe CMOTPUT?

— A Ha uro? — nporenTana CeneHupa.

— VBepeHa, HITIeT CaMylo POJOBUTYIO U KPOTKYIO. XO4YeT, YTOObI U ICTKU ObLIM UjeasbHbIe, U
OTXBaTUTh TOOOJIBIIIE MPUIAHOTO, — MOJYIIENOTOM MOBeaa 5 Si.

— ITO Kak, OTXBaTUTh MOOOJIbIIE? — HACTOPOXKMIIACH OHA.

— SIBHO 4epe3 HeBeCTy HOPOBUT 3allONy4YMTh Bee BiaaeHus e€ poaa. Ecim yBuauT, 4to npuH-
1iecca npaBa CEMbH OTCTOSITh HE MOKET, TOUHO YXBATUTCS 32 BOBMOKHOCTD, — [IOKayaJja s FOJIOBOM.

— a He noxaercs! Mbl BekaMu Ha)KMBaJIH, IIPEJKY CaMU pyKaMU PyAHUKH Kollayiv ! — B3BWJIaCh
npuHiiecca CeneHupa.

— Bor u He naBait emy crycky. [1ycts o6nomaet cBor KJIbIKM! Yl IPUTOTOBBCS Kak CIEdyeT.

CeneHnpa HaxXMypHJiach, KMBHYJIA U TOXe yOeKasa rOTOBUThCS K Be4epHEMY OOI0.

— Tenmeppr mosi ovepenp, s rorosa. llaaif, — moanepeB MogOOPOIOK PYKOH, MOIMPOCHIIA
Mapuixa.

— A 3auem? — ynpiOHynach 5. — Tebe u Tak majen B poT He Kiaagu. Tombko mocrapaicst He
ApaTbCsl, €CIIM YTO.

— A OH J1acT MoBOJ? — MPHUIOAHSIIA PIKYI0 OpPOBb MPHHIIECCA.

— He nymato, — nokauana s rojIoBOl.

— Hawm, s Tak nmoHumaio, Toxe HalyTCTBUI He OyJeT, — ycMexHynach beapuHa.

— Tel 17151 3TOTO CAUIIKOM paccyauTesbHA, caMa BCE IOHUMMAEIIb, — MOXKaJa s IJIeYaMu.

— A a7 — c unTepecom cripocuiia Manona.

S nocmotpena Ha He€ U oTBesa B3MIsA. Hy He Mory s npemayiokuTh el MposIBUTh UHTEPEC K
3TOMY MOHCTpPY! DTO *ke yxkac mpocto!

— On4, TBI 4TO, OOMIEIACH? — 3a0ecrokonIacs MaHoJa.

Omna nofo1Ia Ko MHe, MPHOOHSIA 32 TUIEYH U MPOIIIeNTaa:

— Hy npoctu Tl MO0 BcnbuIbuMBYI0 HaTYypy. He nogymana, ckazana jauiHee.

— He B 3TOM J1e710, — miportenTaia 5. — 9 mpocTo He 3Halo, 4yTo Tebe MOoCcOBeToBaTh. Thl U cama
[IOHUMaEIIb, YTO CTPax MPOSBJIATH HEMb3sl. A Kak €ro NnpusJieydb?

— Capko Tebs1 K HeMy B CMaJIbHIO OTIIPaBMIIA, Tak ? — cripocuia MaHora.

— MHe noBe3Jo, ero Tam He ObLIO, — B370XHY/a 5. — Ho na, HecrpocTa e oHa xoTtena Te0s
Tyaa 3acjiaTh. 3HAYUT 3TOT YPOL... OH K MPUBJICKATCJIbHBIM KCHIMUHAM HCPABHOAYIICH.

— 41 Bcé noHsu1a, — BeIpsAMUIack MaHoua.

— A cmoxenib? — 3acoMHeBasiach beapuHa.

— Panu mupa B [asite cMory, — ckBo3b 3yObl OTBeTHIa MaHoma.

— A Tenepb, KOrja Cpeid HaC HET CaMbIX BIIEUATIUTEIbHBIX, — YEpe3 CHIIy IIpOM3Hecna . —
Mapwiika, Thl e CMOXelllb JepkaTh ceOs B pyKax?

— Tl Tak He myraii, — HacynujIach OHa.

— B obmiem, MBI Bce octaHemcst 31€Ch, 3TO BaM M TaK M3BECTHO, J1a? — CIpOCHIa Ha BCAKUMN
clryJan.

— Jla Kyna yx noHsAtHee, — XMbIKHYJ1a beapuHa.
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— Tak BOT, MBI HE IPOCTO OCTAHEMCSI 3/1€Ch, Mbl BCE CTAHEM CJTy’)KaHKaMU HOBOU KOPOJIEBHI . ..
KOpOJIH, - BbIIIOXHyJIa d.

— WN? — He nousuia Mapuika.

— T'oBopwm kak ecth, Os1, — moTpedoBaia Manorna.

— CiyxkaHKd KOpOJIsl MPUHOCAT €My 3aBTpak, — MOSICHUJIA s, ¥ BAPYT pacTepsiiach, OyaToO
3a0blJIa, YTO XOTeJIa CKa3aTh JaJblile.

Hy 06bL10 e 4TO-TO BakHOE, OYeHb BaKHOE, a YTO UMEHHO — He TIOMHIO.

— Hy u uyto? — 3akarmna ra3a beapuna. — Mbl Bce npuexaiv Ciofia, yke 3Hasi, 4YTO MOXEM
MPEBPATUTHCS U3 TIPUHIIECC B PAOBIHb.

— Her, peub 0 gpyrom, — pacTepsiHHO MPOU3Heca 1.

— Cmupuch yxe, Oinst. Bracto noTepsijii CBOIO CHITY, Thl Takas ke, Kak M Mbl BCe, — MOKaJyaJia
rojioBoil MaHosa, HarpaBUBIIUCh K BBIXOAY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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