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CBeTiiana ®eppo
OrnenHas aJist ApaKoHa

ITPOJIOT'.

Poan Bpimien u3 marpa, 1 XoI0AHas MOpPOCh 00BOJIOKIIA ero. He 10Xk b, He CHer, a Tak, Kareb-
Hasl B3BECh B JIEASHOM BO3/yXE, OT KOTOPOU ITPOMOKAET BCE U cpasy. Jlaxke KOXKaHbIE TOCIEXU TIPO-
IIUTHIBAIOTCS BJIArOM M 3aCTHIBAIOT B Pa3JyMbsX: MOKPHIBATbCS KOPOYKOM JIbA WIN €IIE HEMHOTO
nofosxaarh. Ilox HOroi HENMPUATHO XJTIOIHYJIO.

— Mpsika, — B310XHYJI €ro BepHbII opanHapel Kpor.

— Yro? — nepecnpocuit PoaH.

— Y Hac B JepeBHE TaKyl0 NIOrO[y Ha3bIBAIOT MpsKa. MpayHO, MOKPO U CJISIKOTHO.

Poan xmpIkHy:

— B 9TOM 4TO-TO €CTh: BCE MPENECTU B OHOM CJIOBE.

OH noaH:Au M1a3a, 0XkuJass yBUIETh IJIOTHYIO TEMHYIO Ty4y, HO BIEPBBIE 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEN
B 1osiore ObUT pa3pblB C KPOXOTHBHIM TOTYObIM KJIOYKOM HeOa M KOCHIM COJTHEUHBIM JIy4OM. DTO
ObLIIO HACTOJIBKO HEOXKUAAHHO, YTO POaH CKOJBb3HYIN B3IVIA0M IO YKa3YIOIIeld OrHEHHOH CTpejike.
JI71s 3TOrO €My IMPUIIUIOCh Pa3BEPHYTHCA BCEM TeloM. Baanu o eJUHCTBEHHOW AOPOre, BEAyIEH K
3aCTaBe, B LIEHTPE PACHOIBILIErOCs N0 KPACHOW IVIMHE COJTHEYHOTO IATHA JBUTAJICA (DyproH.

— K10 310 K Ham?

— IIpoBuaHT, HaBepHOE.

— A 410 TaK rpyctHO? V1 THl HE CTOPOHHUK HAOUTH OpIOXO0?

— Enpl y Hac u tak xBataet. Kapruc npocuit y ropofa MaroB 1 LEIUTENEN, [a TIE UX cervac
B34Th. Yamribl OOHarIesM, o BCel rpaHuLie IPOPLIBB MEJIKKX TPYIIL. A eClii 3aBTpa yepe3 Hac Moii-
ayt? Yammbl 6e3 3eMJISIHBIX [IIAMaHOB HE XOAAT. A 'y HAC HM OJHOrO Mara. XOTb Obl OTHEBUKA IPU-
ciany. OHKM XOPOIIH MPOTHUB 3eMJISHBIX, OCOOEHHO B TOK/Ib.

— 910 1a, — Poan pe3ko o6opBait (hpasy M OTOLIEN CTOPOHY, MPONOIIKAS CJEAUTH 32 TIPHOIIH-
KaMMCs (PypProHOM.

Harnomunanue Kpota o criocoOHOCTSIX OTHEBUKOB HETIPUATHO KOJIBHYJIO.

Korga-To ouenp qaBHO e Poana Ha cocTsizaHMsIX MOOEAN YaMIia BOJIOW U OTHEM, ITPEBPATHB
TMIeCYaHyI0 MIIOCTAaCh Mara B CTeKJIO. U pasnietesicsi MpeTeHJeHT Ha TPOH M pyKy Oa0yIIIKM Ha OCKOJIKH.
Cpenu pOCTHIX JIIOZIEH 3Ta UCTOpHsl, 00pOCIIIasi COTHEH HEBEPOSITHBIX MOIPOOHOCTEH, TaBHO CUNTA-
nack ckazkor. Ho Poan-To 3Hau1, 4TO Tak 1 ObUIO HA CaMOM [iefie, ¥ BUJET, KaK TPEHUPYIOT OTHEBHU-
KOB. [IpOTHB 4aMIUIICKMX [ITaMaHOB JIyYILIMM CUMATAJICS TaHJEM Mar OrHs IUTI0C Mar Boabl. A cerdvac
BOJa caMma 110 ceOe JIbETCs ¢ Heba, HO BOT MaroB OTHSI HU OfIHOTO.

B Poane npocHynock 1aBHee 4yBCTBO BHHBI. KT0, Kak He OH, IOJIKeH ObUI CTaTh EPBBIM Marom,
BJIQJICIOLTAM TpeMs cTuxusiMu. Ho 60ru mocmestsinch Haji HUM, TIOJAPUB €T0 cecTpe-O0M3HeIly BO3IyX
OT MaTepH, BOAY ¥ OTOHb OT OTHA. OH K€, HACIEAHUK IIPECTOJIA, HE B35JI OT POLUTENIEN HU KalleJIbKHY,
HU MCKOPKH, HU TIPOCTEHBKOTO AYHOBEHUS BeTpa. A elle y Ailpuc paHo mpoOyauiack BTopasi UIro-
cTach — IpakoH. EINE Melkuil 1 HM pa3y He B3JIETaBLIWM, HO HACTOSAILIMM, C KPbUIbSIMU. A TOJET —
3TO JIEJIO BPEMEHM.

Coger JeBsATH BHICIIMX MaroB ViMriepry BBIHEC OCTOPOKHBIN BEPIMKT: HACTEAHUK He Oe3Ha-
OEXKEH, CTUXUU €CTb, BCE TPHU, HO ciAT. [IpocHyTCA B rOgMK... B ABEHAALATD... B BOCEMHAALATh. ..
B ABaJIUaTh OJIVH.

Cenvac Poany nBaguarth Tpy — U TMIIMHA.

Cnacu60 xompay Kaprucy, KoTopslii B3sijIcs 32 00y4eHre MaJbuMIIKY, TaK PpaHO pa304apoBaB-
LIEroCs B )KU3HU.
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Her marngeckux criocoOHOCTEN — CTaHb BOMHOM. Marus MHOrIa OTKa3bIBaEeT, €€ MOKHO 3a0J10-
KHPOBAaTh, & BOMHCKUE YMEHHs C TOOOU JJO CaMOi CMEpTH.

Kapruc cnenan u3 Hero xoporero 6oiinia, 3actaBuB PoaHa He nymarh O CKas3Kax, a XUTb B
peanbHOM Mupe. W BCE-Taku 1axke yuuTesb JO CUX MOp Bepui B HeKoe uyo. Kapruc ynopHo orka-
3bIBAJICS OT CTUXUIAHUKOB JIIs1 MIX HEOOJIBIIIOTO OTPsijia, Ha/IesCh, UYTO B OMACHOM cuTyarnuu B Poane
BCE-TaKU BCKOJIBIXHETCS pofoBas Marus. TieTHo. B cxBaTkax Poan mpopy6an B psgax BparoB mpo-
CEeKHU CBOEM Mapoy Meuel, HO Marusi Mo-rnpexHeMy criaia.

Tonbko OiMH pa3 CTUXUM NPOCHY/INUCh HA HECKOJIBKO KOPOTKUX JHEW, Jja TaK, 4To, Ka3aioch,
BOT-BOT Pa30pBYT €ro u3HyTpu. Psagom c toit aeBymkor Tagpcu, dyxoit Heector. Yto Torga ¢ HUM
npou3oiuio? OH CI0BHO € yMa COLUEN, HAPYIIWJ BCE MPUIINYHMSL, TIOABEPT OMACHOCTU €€ PeIyTalluIo.
OH croBHO 00e3ymen. Eciu Ol psiioM He okazasioch MarucTpa bepHa, Poan cnipoBormpoBast Ol Ha
MOe/IMHOK e€ keHuxa. M, ckopee Bcero, yxe ceituac ObUT Obl )KeHAT. A Tak BCE OrpaHUIUIIOCH ABYMSI
TMOLIEJTYSIMU, HO HACTOJIbKO CYMACIIEAIMMHU, YTO MaMATh O HUX JKIJIA 10 CUX TIOP.

Nuoraa Poany ka3anock, 4To Bce Marn4ecKye BCIUIECKU TEX AHEH eMy IIPOCTO MOMEPELIIIUCh.
[TpocTo KpoBb B3bIrpasia OT apoMara e€ BOJIOC, OT CIIAIOCTHU TYO0.

Poan ckpurnHyn 3ydamu.

BoT ToBKO TIOYEMY OH HE MOKET 3a0bITh 9Ty JEBYOHKY ?

®yprox ocraHOBUJICA y 1TOCTa, U MbICTM PoaHa cCHOBa NepekJIIoYMIMCh Ha Maruio.

Ecnu ato npaBaa, u Kapruc nonpocus y ropoga Maruueckylo MoaaepKKy, 3HaUUT, U OH OKOH-
YaTteJIbHO MOTEPsLT HalleKay. MOKeT, OHO U K JIyuIlleMy: Ha KOHY KM3HU BOMHOB. XOPOIIO Obl, 3TOT
(bypron npuBes, HakoHel, HacTosIero Mara. A emy, PoaHy, nopa ysxe npusHarh, YTO Marusi pouuia
mumo. [Topa, XOTh U HENPUATHO.

[TocToBoii, meperoBOpUB ¢ BO3HUIIEH, TPOIYCTUJT (DYProH, U TOT, CKPUIISL KOJIECaMu, Tiepeexat
JEpEeBSHHBIA MOCT Yepe3 OBpakeK. 3a0aBHO, HO COJTHEYHOE ISITHO CJIOBHO 3alIeNMIOCh 32 00JIE3TYI0
KPBIIIY ITOBO3KHU.

Poan cHoBa B3IIsHYN Ha HE0O. YIMBUTEIBHO, TOTYOOM KJIOUOK HeOa He 3aTSHYJICH, a, HAIpo-
THB, cTaj emeé Oombie. OH KMBHYJ MOAOMIESAINM ISl pa3rpy3Kd BOMHAM, U B 3TOT MOMeHT Kpot
BOCTOPKEHHO BBIIOXHYJI:

— JleBka.

—Kakas neBka, 1ypeHb, — cIepKaHHO XOXOTHYJI OJJMH U3 BCTPEUYAIOIINX M HErPOMKO JOOABHJI. —
Tebe yxe B TI0OO¥ cTapoid Kapre JeBKU Meperarcsl.

Kport pazouapoBanHO MaxHyn pykoii, a Poan orisnyscs. [1o nepeBsHHBIM CTyNEHsAM CITycKa-
JIach HEMOJIOIAs1 KEHIIMHA B MAHTUH LIEJIMTEJIbHULIBI, KAIIOIIOH CITON3 €1 Ha IIeYH, OTKPbIBas 3arlie-
TEHHBIE B TOJICTYIO aKKYPaTHYIO KOCY CEJIble BOJIOCHI.

B 1é€mHoii rimyOouHe pyprona BugHenuch enie ase purypbl. TOUHO B TaKUX K€ MaHTHSX.

— U-3x, — ckopOHO nipotsiHy1 Kpot, — Jlydiie Ol 1€BOK MPUCTATIH.

— To(y Ha Tebs1, — MpoOIIMIEN OOMH U3 BOMHOB. — A ecu 0ol 3aBTpa? YamIoB pa3BequuKu
Heganeko uaend. Yro tede ¢ Tex 1eBOK?

— Kak uro? — ménorom otBetmit Kpot. — Ilepen 60oem camoe TO — MOTUCKATh CIaAeHbKYI0. A
TaM yX U Ha 4YaMIIOB MOKHO.

— 3aTKHHUCh, — TIOUTH He IeBess rydamu, nprkasai PoaH, onmacasich, 4To 10 KEeHIIMH, BOCIIU-
TaHHBIX B OOUTEIH, JONETAT CKaOpe3HbIe CI0BA OIMYABIIMX 32 TIOXOJ] BOMHOB.

A cefas nenuTeNbHULA YKE YTO-TO TMXO TOBOPWIIa HEBECTb Korna mopouieameMy Kaprucy.
Panom kpyrtuics u gypoep* Jlykac, oxuias pacropsikeHUd Ha4aIbCTBA.

— IlycTb pa3rpyxaror, — HaKOHeI] [TOBEPHYJICS K HeMy Xoub/l. — M cpa3y ke 3aliMUCh TIOArOTOB-
KOM WJIbsl IJIs1 HAILIUX TOCTEM.

— Ioroau, Kapt, — rosoc nenmTe bHULBI OKa3aJiCs 3ByYHBIM M TIIyOOKHM. — § cama BbiOepy
MECTO ISl LIaTpa.
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[ToTomy, Kak MO-CBOMCKM XEHIMHA 00paTuiIach K XOJibay, PoaH MOHsI, YTO OHM JaBHO 3HA-
KoMbl. 11 KapTuc Tyt %e nogrsepan 31o:

— Poan, unu ciona, s1 Te6s npencramo. dpes, 310 Mol yueHHK, 6apoH Poan Opto. Po, 310 roc-
noxa Ppes1, BHICIINI Mar-1ienuTesb. Ham HeckazaHHO moBesiio: rocroxa ®pest crmocodHa He TOJbKO
MpUKeub paHy, HO U CKeYb Mapy AECATKOB 3a0peAlInX YaMIIOB.

— Ckaxellib Toxe, — IpoBOpYAJIa KEHIIMHA.

— A pasBe Het?

enuTenbHuna npucTajibHO MOCMOTpEa B 1Mo nofoieamero Poana. 3artem pacokycupo-
BaJIa B3I, U3yvasi ero aypy. Poan ObUT 3HAKOM C 3TOH MPOLEIypOid: TAK CMOTpPEJIM Ha HEro Maru
n3 CoBera B MOMCKAaX HAMEKOB Ha MposiBJIeHre cTUXUi. Y kaxkapiil pa3 eMy ObUTO He 1o ceOe. Orry-
LIEHUE, CIOBHO JIE3YT MO/ KOXKY, Hapyluas JIMyHoe npocTpaHcTBo. Ho oH yaepikan Ha juie Bex-
JIMBO-PaBHO/IYILIHOE BbIPAKEHUE.

— Bbapon, ropopuiib? — MypiblkHYJIa rocnioxa ®pes. — MHe-To Mokellb He pacckasbiBath. [la
1 MoOOi YaMITMACKUI [IaMaH BJIET OMPENENUT, Ubsi KPOBb B 3TOM OapoHe. Tak 4To ocTopoxHee.
A Tebe, MaJIbUUK, 1 CKaXy, — OHa CHOBa cMoTpesia PoaHy B r1a3a: — Thl cam ceOst He OTIyCKaelllb.
[Tpocto 3a0yap 0 podiemax, ¥ BCE CITydUTCsI.

Poan HenoBepYnBO XMBIKHYI. YTO-TO 1MOJOOHOE OH YK€ CIBIIIAT M paHblie. TOIbKO HUYero
TaK Y HE U3MEHUJIOCh.

— Kapr, pacnopsiauch, 4ToOb IByX MOMX J€BOYEK OTBEJM OTIOXHYTh, HO HE KTO momaino. U
IIyCTh TBOM MApPHU HA HUX He NsuiATcs. He npUBBIKJIM OHU K MYKCKOMY BHUMAHHUIO.

Kaprtuc noBepHyscs K y4eHUKY.

— Po, 3aitmémbca? [loka onpeaeny ux B Halll WIATED, U ITyCTh HAKOPMST.

— Crnenaio, — Poan marnys k (oyproHy u rnogaj pyky yxke CIyCKaloIIenucs 1Mo CTYIeHsIM Leu-
tespHMLe. OHa OblIa B HAIBUHYTOM Ha royioBy KamomoHe. Ho crost uyTh Huke Poan cmor paccMoT-
pethb e€ . OObIYHAST MOJIONAs JKEHIIMHA, SIBHO U3 nepeBeHckux. Ckynacroe juio. KpynHeie Bec-
HYIIKM Ha HOCY M IeKax. Ho koka Ha pykax Msrkasi, He 3HaBIIasi rpyooi paboThl, Kak U MOJIOKEHO
Mary. BOT ToJIbKO IeBOUKOI Ha3BaTh €€ He MOBEPHYIICS Obl A3bIK. Tak MorJIa cKa3aTh TOJIBKO TOCTIOXA
®pes ¢ BBICOTHI CBOMX JIET.

— Bapon Oprto, — npescraBuiicsi OH CBOMM BBIMBIIUIEHHBIM TTOXOIHBIM THTYJIOM, YK€ COMHE-
BasiCh, €CTb JIU B TOM CMBICII.

Ecmu rocrioxa ®pes npasa, o060 Mar MOXKeT JIETKO PACKYCHTh €ro UCTUHHOE TTPOUCXOXK/Ie-
Hue. Ho keHImHa CoKoWHO OTBETHIIA:

— Mapra, rocnogus. [Ipocto Mapra.

V6enuBIImch, 9To OHA TBEPIIO CTOUT Ha 3eMJie, PoaH moyan pyky TpeThel LeuTenbHuIe. ToH-
KM€ JUIMHHBIE MaJbLibl JIETIM Ha €ro 3amscTbe. B HO3/1pu BopBasicsl apoMar MajiMHbl U BepecKa, TOT
CaMBblil, KOTOPBI HECKOJIBKO MECSIIIEB MPECIEIOBA €ro BO CHAaX, U OH COOpOorHyscs. [ydoko mox
pEOpaMu B3METHYJICSI BUXPb, BOUpasi B ceOsl pa3ropaoliyecs sS3bIKYU IJITAMEHH U CIUIeTast UX C BOJs-
HBIMU CTPYSIMU B KUIISILLIUI BOIOBOPOT.

— TbI? — BBIPBAJIOCH Y HETO XPUILIOE.

Storo He MorIo ObITh. FOHas rpacduHs yke ITOmKHA ObITh 3aMYKeM JAJIEKO OTCIONA B 3aMKe
TOro corisika Arpuca. Ho 3to Obuta oHa. Peokast mpsiap BOIOC U3-TIO KAITIOIIOHA U 3€JIEHBIE OTHU
r1a3. OHa. [loB3pocneBias 1 HEBEPOATHO ClaAKasl.

Poan nonoxuin BTOpyio JIaIoHb Ha €€ MaJbUMKH, CKaJl, U OHU 3aTpeneTai, IbITasCh BHICBO-
OOMUTHCA.

— Ta¢ppu, — nporentan od. — HeBo3amoxkHoO.

— OrnycTH, — TUXO MONPOCHIIA OHA, U OH YBUEIN, KaK MOJAPAruBaioT e€ ryobl, a TOTOM CKMMa-
I0TCS B KECTKYIO JIMHUIO.

Poan HEoxoTHO yOpas J1aJoHb, ¥ TAJBIBI IEBYIIKA COCKOIB3HYIIU C 3aIsICThsl, OCTABUB TOpsi-
i oruéM cresl. C nocnegHel CTyNeHbKU OHa CIPBITHYJA Ha 3€MJTI0, OTKA3aBIIMCh OT €10 IOMOLIH.

7
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— Taddu, — THXO MO3BAJ OH, HO OHA yXke HalpaBWIACh BCJIE 3a yaasiomeiicss MapToid, ycKo-
pss mar. A Poan cMoTpen eii Beliesl OTPSCEHHBINA, HUYEro He MOHUMAIOIINKI U ¢ OypIIsIeid BHYTpU
Marueu.

Ecnu KTO-TO M3 BOMHOB M 3aMETWJI X KOPOTKHI AUAJIOT, TO HUKAK ITOTO HE MOKAa3aJl.

Poan pe3ko BeIOXHYI, Mpuxoasi B ce0s1. YTo-To He ckiaapiBaiock. OH ObLT YBEpEeH, U4TO OHA
naBHO 3amyxkeM. Ho Kakoil MykunHa OTIyCTHI OBl €€ Tak JajieKo U TeM Oosiee Tyaa, Iie OMacHo?
Heyxenu eMy cosranu, a oH ObUI Tak Ty, YTOOBI B 3TO TIOBEPUTH?

PoaH B HECKOJIBKO IIaroB JOTHAJ IEIUTEIbHULL. Pelienue ObIo IPUHATO B OHO MTHOBEHHE.
W oHO OBUIO IPABHJIBHBIM, TTOTOMY UTO OYHT CTUXHI1 BHYTPH HETO YCIIOKOMJICS.

B nmo6oM cirydae oH e€ 6osTbilie He OTIYCTUT. A eI OHa BCE-Taku 3amykeM? B rma3zax morem-
HEJI0, CTOWJIO TIOAYMaTh O TOM, UTO KTO-TO MOT e€ KacaTbcsl. Jlaxe eciu Tak, B 9TOM TOJIBKO €ro BUHA.
U on eé uckynut. [ToennHoK, 1 MOIoast BAOBA BHIMIET 3aMYK BTOPOU pas.

Acxap an eMy BTOpo# 11aHC, U PoaH ero He ymycTur.

BHyTpH o)uBIIIEro KJIyoka CTUXUI OJOOPUTETIEHO PHIKHYI IPAKOH.

* — (pypaxup, UHTEHJAHT
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I'naBa 1. Tacd¢u. 3a noaroga 10 coObITHI HA 3acTaBe.

Mortoziple 1ein JOJDKHBI IPOCHINaThes M03AHO. VHaye y Hux OyaeT ruioxod LBer Jjmna. 51
HENpaBWIbHASA MOJIOZAA JIEAH, IOTOMY UTO MPOCHINAIOCh 332 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM [0 MEHUS NTHLI.

ITo moemy TpeboBaHuio Jlopa OCTaBiseT OKHO B MO KOMHATE MPUOTKPHITHIM.

Ewmeé TemHo, HO 1 yxe He cruno. Ky nepoit oquHO4HOM Tpesu. OHa Beeraa 3ByYuT YyTOUKY
JIEHUBO, KaK OyJTO POCHYBILIASICS paHee IPyrux NTULA, HE CIIbIIIA CBOUX COPOIMYEH, COMHEBAETCS,
4TO HOYb Ha ucxofe. Ho eli cpa3y ke oTBevaloT: CHavasa OfiHa, 3aTeEM Jpyras, U, HAKOHEL, 3a OKHOM
B3PBIBAETCS MHOT'OTOJIOCHIN XOP.

JeHb 3a JHEM, MHOTO JIET, KPOME XOJIOAHBIX 3UMHUX JHEW.

Panbiiie MeHA BCTAET TOJIBKO MOSI KaMEPUCTKA. A KyJa ey aeBarbesa? OHa NPUBbIKIIA.

— Bce€ roroso, rocroxa.

Sl 3abupatock ¢ HOoramu B JiOOMMOE Kpecio, a Jlopa Mogaér MHe vaily ¢ MaopH, FOpsulM
HACTOEM M3 TPaB U STOJ:

— Tonbko syurie Obl Bbl CETOJHSA NMOCHAIN NOOIbILE. Takol TPyJHBIN IeHb BIIEPEAU.

— Y0 %€ B HEM TPYIHOro? — 51 OTJIMYHO MIOHUMAIO, O YEM OHa, HO B O)KUJAHUU BEJIMKUX Tepe-
MEH B MOE# )KM3HH 51 He TIPOYb MOOONTATh O CBOEM OYIyILIEM CYACThE.

— Heyxemu BbI coBceM-coBceM He BosHyeTech? bapoHer — Takon kpacasel. Bee aeBymku
IIpearopbs ceryac yMUpaloT OT 3aBUCTH K BaM.

S dripkHyIa.

— Jlopa, Tl IpeyBeMuMBacilb. Bee neBylIky ceryac CIr.

Ho cOutsb e€ ¢ TeMbl HEBO3MOXHO.

— OnHo Ipyromy He Mellaer, — BOpuuT Most JIopa, Most HSIHSI U MO¥ camblid OJTM3KUIA YeloBeK
T10CJIE CMEPTU MaTepu.

Hy, na, s 3Ha0, 4YT0 MHE HECKa3aHHO TMOBE3JI0. ATrpUC — camblid OOTraThild, CAMBIA 3HATHBIA U
CaMblii KpacuBBIN U3 CbIHOBEW Biazeresnen Ilpenropesa. A eme oH Mosof, BCETO Ha MATH JIET MEHSA
crapuie. Bor Jlee He no3aBuayenib: €€ OTAAIN 32 COPOKAIETHETO CTAPUKA, K TOMY K€ MCKAJIEUEHHOTO
Ha BOiiHe. BcIOMHUB HeJaBHIO cBa1b0y CBOEM MOAPYTU U JIULIO €€ My’Ka, U3ypPOIOBAHHOE LIIpaMaMH,
51 HEBOJIBHO COZIPOTHYJIACh.

— Bam xonoznHO? — cpasy ke OoTKJIMKHY/1ach Jlopa, 6pocasch 3a TEMJION HIajblo.

— HemHoro, — He crana Croputh 5 ¥ MO3BOJIMJIA OOEPHYTh CBOU IJIEYM MSATKOM MAllIMUHOBOMN
TKaHbIO.

— Bam nipunecty noects?

A xuBHYyNA.

— I'penku?

— Jla, 1 noGosblIe. A elé MaTMHOBOE BapeHbe.

Ha camom niesie 1 MHOTo He eM, HO OTJIMYHO 3Halo, 4To Mos Jlopa oboxaer To ke, 4To U 1.
A ciyr KOpMAT XOTb JI0ChITa, HO mornpoite. Y s XUTpio, Kaxaplid pa3 jenas BUJ, 4TO OMmuUOIach C
KOJINYECTBOM BKYCHOCTEM.

OcraBimch o1Ha, 51 iefaio OOJIBIION ITIOTOK OCTHIBAIOIIETO HAIUTKA.

Mou sobuMmble yTpeHHUE Yackl, KOTraa 3aMoK cruT. §1 mpuHaiexy cede. HukTo He jeser ¢
pasrosopamu. Jlopa He B c4y€r: oHa Mosi Tenb, Mo€ 3epkayo. Momuur, korga Moady s, pamyercs,
Korza MHe xopowo. Ox, HaIelCh, KOT/ia s BBIMAY 3aMy’K, HUKTO MEHS HE pa3JIyduT C HEW.

Kaxercs, BepBple MHE IPUXOIUT B I'OJIOBY MBICIIb, YTO CKOPO MOs XM3Hb U3MeHutcs. Her, g
Aymaja 00 3TOM U paHbllle, HO ceiyac MepBblil pa3 MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, [IOTOMY YTO BOT OHO CYACThe,
npsAMO 3J1ech U ceityac. OcTaHeTcs JIM y MeHsl CBOOOJa B BUJIE ITUX YTPEHHUX 4acoOB, YTOObI HACJ/Ia-
JWTBCS NIEHUEM IITUL, TpeApaccBeTHON npoxianoi? Ocrasar i ipu MHe Jlopy? Eit yxke MHOTO JIeT,
TPUALATh UM Jaxe TPUILATh OAUH, HO OHa He 3amyxeM. HaBepHoe, el 1 Jymarb 00 3TOM HO3HO.
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51 noBmo B cebe OTroJIOCOK HAJEk/Ibl, UTO TaK OYy/IeT U BIpPE/b, U TYT ke ITyOOKO BHYTPH YYBCTBYIO
MpOCHYBIIIyocst coBecTb. OHa, CKOpee Bcero, He BHIILIA 3aMyXK M3-3a MeHs. [lociie cMepTu MaMBbl s
HE OTITyCKaJia €€ HU Ha Luar.

Jlopa Bo3Bparaercs ¢ OT0I0M JIBIMSIIIIUXCS IPEHOK U B COMPOBOKICHUN KYXOHHOM TIPUCITYTH,
HecyIiel 3a Hell MOE JTIOOMMOe BapeHbe U KYBILUH C TOPSIMM MaopH. Borpoc k€T MeHs U3HYTpH,
HO $1 IOXKUJAI0Ch, KOTJa AEBYIIIKA PACCTABUT BCE HA CTOJIE U OCTABUT HAC BIIBOEM.

Bce nuunble pasroBopsl 6e3 uyxux ymei. K atomy npuyunia mens Jlopa. Tombko e, Moeit
TeHu, 1 MOTY PUBBIYHO JOBEPUTH BCE CBOM CEKPETHUKH.

MHorure BOCIIPHHUMAIOT CJIYT KaK MpeaMeThl MeOeIr ¥ TOBOPAT MPH HUX 000 BCEM, a TOTOM
YAUBJISIOTCS, KaK UX TAlHBI TOXOIAT 10 uykux yined. Kak? [la BOT uepe3 Takux HEMPUMETHBIX JICBY-
miek. Ceiyac 3aMOK IOJIOH TOCTEN M3-3a OCEHHEW OXOThI, M BCE KaMEpAUHEPhl U KaMEPUCTKU Bep-
TATCSL HA OJJHOM U TOU ke KyXHe, CIUIETHHYasi O CBOUX rocrnojaax. A ceiyac B IIEHTpe BHUMAHUS s
1 MOE 0OpyYeHue.

— Jlopa, a TbI mobuIa Koraa-HuoOyIb? — COpAIIUBAIo s, €1Ba Mbl OCTaEMCSI OHU.

OHa Kak pa3 NoJUIMBaeT B MOIO YalIKy FOpsYUid MAOpH, U 5 BUKY, KAK HAUMHAIOT NIO/IparuBaTh
€€ MaJIbLIbIL.

— IIpocrtu, uto cHOBa criparmBaio 00 3ToM. Thl Beernia yxoauia ot oreeta. U st He Oymy HacTau-
BaTh Ha MoapoOHOCTsIX. Ho ceifuac MHE BaXKHO 3HATh, UTO Takoe JI0OOBb. JlO/KHA JIK eBYIIKA OLTY-
IIaTh YTO-HUOY/Ab OCOOEHHOE B MPHUCYTCTBUU MYKUUHBI? S unTana moO0BHBIE pOMaHBI, HO TaM Kak-
TO HE OYEHb MOHSATHO: KaKHUe-TO SAIEPKH I0 CriiHe, 0a00UYKHU B KUBOTE.

Bposu Jlopsl B371€TAIOT HA JIOO:

— Korga 370 BB ycrienmu HaunTaThest ooOHbIX KHUT? S Bposie Beeraa ¢ Bamu. Barn oterr cum-
TaeT, YTO IOHBIM JIEBYIIKAM HE K JIMILy YATATh TaKre KHIKKU. OH axe n3 OMOIMOTeKH uX yopad.

— HeBaxHo, — ykJloHUMBO oTBevalo 1. — Ho ceituac, Koraa st BOT-BOT BbIAY 3aMYX, Thl ke
JOJIKHA TIOHSATh, YTO MHE HY>KHO 3HATb.

Ho Jlopa o cBoém:

— Haperoch, Tam He ObUTO HUYEro Oojiee HEMPHIIMYHOTO, YeM 0a00UKH U SIIepKu?

— Her, a uto em€ tam Moryio ObITh? — s pacriaxvBalo I71a3a, MbITasiCh MPUAATh MOEMY B3IJISTY
caMoe 4ecTHoe BhIpakeHue. Ara-ara, Tak 51 TeOe BCcE M pacckasaia. M Kyga BbIHECIHM KHUKKU U3
OMOMMOTEKH, U KaK s IPSAYY Ty, KOTOPYIO YMTAIO, M KOT/IA 51 HAXOKY BpeMsl JUIsl 3TOro. Y KakIoro
CBOU TalHBI.

Jlopa ¢ HeroBeprUeM CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI, YKOPU3HEHHO KayaeT roJI0BOM.

— Jlopa, s yxe He ManeHbkasi. Cerogs y MmeHs oopydenue. Yepes monroma ceaapOa. [a, ato He
ckopo. Ho MHe Xo4eTcst MoHSATh, YTO TaKOoe JIOOOBb. ArpUC MHE HPABUTCS, OH KPACHUBBIH, CHITbHBII.
W nipo 3aBUCTB Beex ocTasbHbIX JeByIek [Ipearopss s 3Ha0. 10 Jaxe NPUITHO, KOrJa TBOM KEHUX
camblii-cambiii. Ho HIuero ocoOeHHOro 51 He YyBCTBYIO PSIIOM ¢ HUM. DT0 HOpMauibHO? i 51 Kakasi-
TO HellpaBUJIbHAA?

Jlopa onATh KayaeT roJioBo, HO Ha ITOT pa3 Ha e€ JIMIIe Mevalb.

— Xotena Obl s CKa3aTh, 4TO BHI elIE He MPOCHYJIMCH 371eCh, BHYTPU, — OHA MPUKJIAIBIBAET PYKY
K cepuity. — Ho ato Gynet HenpaBaoii. Korma mpuxoaut mo00Bb, OIIMOUTHCSI HEBOSMOXKHO.

XoueTcsi CHpOCUTh, Ha UTO 3TO MOXO0ke, HO Ootock cryrHyTh. U Jlopa mpogomkaer, misas Kyaa-
TO MUMO MEHS, CKBO3b CTEHBI U BpEMSI:

— Slepku — 3TO B KHMKKaX. A B )KU3HU MYyPAIIKH, TOJIbKO HE XOJIOIHbIE, KaK [P 3aMep3aHUH,
a ropsiuue. Y oHn motokamu paz0eraiotcs 1Mo BceMy Tely IpH MPOCTOM MPUKOCHOBeHUH. [la kakoe
TaM IIPUKOCHOBEHUE, IpH B3MIsae. U plaTh CTaHOBUTCS TPYAHO. A eciu oH, — Jlopa nogynieukon
yKa3aTeJIbHOrO MaJiblia MPOBOAUT 10 HUXKHEH ryde, MeJJIeHHO, HEBECOMO, U sI HEBOJIbHO MOBTOPSIIO
€€ JKEeCT, — €CJIM OH LIEJTYET, Thl, — €€ TOJIOC CAAUTCS, — Thl YMUPACIIIb.

10



C. ®eppo. «OrHeHHas JJis IpaKOHA»

I'maza Jlopsl craHOBATCS BiaXHBIMU. Eif O0IBHO, 1 51 3TO 4yBCTBYI0. Kak 3T0 jkecToko ¢ Moei
CTOPOHBI.

MeHns nonOpachBaeT B Kpecie, 1 s OOHIMAIo e€:

— IIpoctu, uTo 3acTaBua TeOs1 BCIOMHUTb.

OOHMMAIIIKK — 3TO MPUBBIYHOE 3aHATHE Y MEHsI C MofIpyraMu, HO JIopa OTHOCHUTCS K CITyram,
1, XOTS 51 00 STOM YacTeHbKO 3a0BbIBAI0, HO OHA BCEr/ia JAEPXKUT TpaHb, U MOW €CTECTBEHHBIH MOPHIB
3aCTa€r e€ BpacCIuIoX.

Jlopa oCTOpOXHO BBICBOOOKIAETCS U3 MOUX OOBSATHIA M YCaXMBaeT MeHsI 0OpaTHO B KPecJIo.
A MOTOM HEOXKMIAHHO CBETJIO YJIbIOAeTCsl, CMaXHYB OIUHOKYIO CJIE3UHKY:

— Hy uT0 BBI, TOCIIOXKA, eciii Obl 9TOTO He ObLIO, s ObUTa ObI ropas3io OexHee. CHavama, Koraa
paccraénibesi, oueHb 60pHO. Ho Korga mpoxoguT Bpemsi, TO TIOHUMAellb, YTO 3TO JIydilee, U 3TO
CYACThE, YTO OHO OBUIO B KU3HMU.

— CuacTtbe, — 33 JyMYHBO TIOBTOPSIIO 51 BCJie] 3a Hell. — BoT Teneps 1 emé 0osbiie 601Ch.

— $1 moHumaro, Bel GOUTECH, YTO TO UyBCTBO He NpuAET? Ho Benb BHI €IE He 1eI0BATIUCh C
BallIUM >KEHUXOM?

— Her, xoHeuHO, — BO3MYIIIEHHO OTBEYAIO 5.

Jlopa cMOTpUT Ha MeHs JIyKaBo:

— A BOT BO BpeMs IIEPBOIO MOLEITYS 9TO U IIPUXOJUT.

— Bcerna?

—Hert. Ho ot Bammero xeHuxa HUAYT TaKUE€ MYKCCTBCHHBIC (l)JIIOI/IIIbI, YTO g HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHE-
BalOCh, YTO OH 3aCTABUT BAC MIOTEPSATH rOIOBY. BOT TOJIBKO BaM He CTOMT CTOJIbKO BPEMEHH IPOBOAUTD
C ero MJIAJIIIIM OpaToM.

— INouemy? MeI ¢ Bebom ¢ eTcTBa apyxkumM. A Arpuc, OH Bcera OblT TaKOW B3POCIIBIN.

— 4] nonnMmalo, HO ceiyac 3TO CTAHOBUTCS HENPUIUYHBIM.

— Tobl Mo3TOMY CKa3asia MHE BUepa, YTOOHI 51 o3Basia Ha oXoTy Arpuca? 51 Obl B KM3HU 00 3TOM
He NoJymavia.

— [pomuto To Bpemsi, KOrjaa Bbl ¢ rocriofnHoM BeGpaHioM HOCKIIMCH 110 JiecaM 3a Kyporar-
kamu. [Topa B3pocineTs, Mos1 JiioOUMasi rocrioxka. Bl BBIpOCiH, U OH 1151 BAC B3POCIIBIA ITOCTOPOHHUI
MyK4MHA. [laxxe eciar OH OTHOCUTCA K BaM MO-TIIPEKHEMY Kak K MOApyre, Bbl JIOJKHBI IOMHUTB O
BO3MOXXHBIX ITEpeCcyax.

A nomopmmiace. Teprietb HeE MOry CJIOBO «JI0/kHa». Ho TyT He mocnopuiib. Jlopa mpasa.
Xotena ObUIO IEPEBECTH PA3rOBOP, HO HEOKUIAHHO B MOEH T'OJIOBE CIIOKUIUCH KyCOYKH MO3aUKU:

— Arpuc ObUT HE OYeHb JOBOJIEH, UTO MPUAETCA BCTaBaTh paHo. OCHOBHAasi OXOTa 3aBTpa, U
OH CKazaJl, uTo XoueT otocnarbcs. Ho korma Bed npemioxkw oty 6e3 Hero, Arpuc HeOKUAaHHO
nepenymai. Tel qymaens u3-3a atoro? M3-3a Toro, 4to TOXe curTaeT Hauty aApyx0y ¢ Bebom Henpu-
JIUYHOM ?

Otger 51 npowia Ha Jiiie JIopsl U He yaepKasach:

— Kakas, npaBo, ke TJIynocTh — BCE 9TU YCIOBHOCTH.

— MBplI Bce 1of, IpUIIESIoM 9yKHX I71a3, HO Te, KOMY 3aBHIYIOT, 0COOEHHO. A ceituac, Most KOpo-
JieBa, €CJIM Bbl HE XOTUTE, ‘{TO6LI Bal HOIIHHTLIﬁ HU CBET HU 3apA KCHHUX 6€CH€HLHO TOITaJICA Yy
BOPOT, 3JI5ICh Ha Opara, BaM JIy4llle Ha4aTh OE€BAThCSI.

Jlopa momoraet MHe 3aBs13aTh BEPEBKY MAJIbUHUINIECKHUX IITAHOB M CTAPATEIbHO 3aIIIHY POBBIBACT
ma¢. EmE nBa roma Hazag B HEM He OblIo HeoOxomumocTH. Ho ceiiyac Most Tpydb MO MYKCKOM
pY6aHIKOﬁ 663 9TOI'0 CKOBBIBAIOICTO ABUKCHUA KYCKA TKAHU BBIIVIAOWUT BbI3BIBAIOIIIC. HpI/IXOI[I/ITCH
teprieTb. Ho B OIHOM s He ycTymaro.

— UyTouky ocadb B caMoM Bepxy. Thl MHE BCIO CITUHY CJIOBHO B OPOHIO 3aKOBasa. A JIyK, YT00
ThbI 3HAJI4, HC pyKaMU HaTATUBaloT.

Jlopa mociynHo HauMHaeT OcIadIATh BEpXHUE BEPEBOUKH, a s MOJIb3yI0OCh MOMEHTOM U BJIbI-
Xalo Moryoxke, CTapasiCh PacHIMPUTh TPYAHYIO KJIETKY pajid KPOXOTHOTO KYCOUKa CBOOOJIBI.
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— He xeHckoe 310 f1e1o, — He yaep:xanack Jlopa. — CTpensars u3 jgyka.

S ¢ u3ymsleHueM CMOTpIO Ha HeeE.

— Thl ke Bcerga BocXMILanach, Kak s MOMagako o MULIEHSM.

— Hy, 10 5. {1 u ceituac Bocxuimaiock. Ho BbI cTpesiere Jiydiie cBoero Oyayiiero myxka. A
MYKYUHBI TAKOTO HE JTIOOSIT.

— Ila Het, Arpuc HUKOTa He ObLT IPOTHUB, 51 Obl 3aMETHJIA.

— DTO MOKa BHI € ero OpaToM COPEBHOBAIUCE.

— ToI cepb€3HO?

— He 3nato0, rocnio:xa. Moxer, rocnonud Arpuc U He Takoi, Kak gpyrue. Ho, — ona nomomnyana,
noggOupast ClioBa, — e OyfieTe, Kak Bbl 3TO JIIOOUTE JiesaTh, MOJIeBaTh €ro W MPOBOLIMPOBATh Ha
COCTsI3aHMSI, 51 OBl He COBETOBAJIA TIONAaTh B [IEHTP MUIIICHH.

UYro 3a rynoctu? Cnyckasch BHU3 I10 JIECTHUIIE, s HEMHOTO cepxkych Ha Jlopy. OHa, KOHE4HO,
cTaplie MeHs U JIydlle 3HaeT MYX4YMH, HO Arpuc He Takoi. OH Bcerja BeJIMBBIN U cliepkaHHbIA. C
Yero BIPYT €My MOKET He TIOHPABUTHCS, €CIIM Y MEHS YTO-TO MOIYUYHTCS JIydIlle, YeM Y Ipyrux?

A BoT BeO paccrpamBaetcsi, Koraa s y HEro BHIMTpbIBa0. 1 HEBOJBHO yibiOaiock. OH Tak
3a0aBHO MOPIIHT JIOO U JieNlaeT BUjI, 9To emy Bc€ paBHO. Hy, ceromts s v 060UM yCTPOIO.
K 3arony c smepamu s HOaXoxy yke B 3aMedaTeIbHOM HaCTPOEHUHU.

— Ho6poe yrpo, Credpanusi, — Arpric KacaeTcs Ty0aMu MOEH PyKH, a MIOTOM BBITIPSMIISETCS,
OKM/IpIBasl M3yYalOIMM B3[JISIIOM.

B niepBbIit MOMEHT # omyman cedst HeJoBKO. [TouemMy-To KakeTcsi, YTo eMy He HPaBUTCSI MOSI
MasibuuIeckast ofgexjia. Ho He B miathe ke 10 Jiecy Oerath. A 3aTeM MPUXOIUT JIETKAsl 37I0CTh Ha
camy ce0s1. UTo X s Terepb BCE JOJDKHA JIeIaTh TaK, Kak emy HpaButcsi? EcTh Bely, OT KOTOPHIX
OTKa3aThCsl HE TOTOBA, TaK YTO IYCTh IIPUBHIKAET.

Be6 BriepBbie He OpET Ha Bech ABOP uTO-TO Bpoae «IIpuset, Tadu, roroBa MoBHIEPrUBATH
3TUM T'yCSIM IIEPbsI7», a TOXKE BEKJIMBO HAKJIOHSETCS K Moe pyke. [IpsmMo 1iepeMOHHMaIbHBII OKJIOH
Y Takoe ke CAepP:KaHHO XOJIOAHOE BhIpaKeHUE Ha JIMIe, KakK y Opara.

Bor ceituac Oparhs MOX0%HM, KaK HUKOTJA paHbiie. [IBa ucrykaHa.

Hy, Her, s He MO3BOMIO UCMIOPTUTH cebe xopoiiee yTpo. Y s BCKUIBIBAIO TOJIOBY, CTPSIXHUBasI
¢ ce0d OLIeIIEHEHNE.

— Be0, Thl MOl HOBBIH JIYK €III€ HEe BUAEIN, — sl Mallly PyKOH, U erepb, OXKUIAIONINNA B CTOPOHE,
MoIaéT MOE HOBOE MPUOOPETEHME.

3ameualo, kak Arpuc xmypurcs. Hy, na, MHe npuBbIYHee 00IaThCsi C TBOUM MIIIIMM Opa-
TOM, a Thl BCETJa BU/ET BO MHE MEJIKYIO IUTAJIUILY, TaK 51 U HE CIIEIly CTAHOBUTbCS CKYYHON MaTpo-
HOI1. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, y MEHSI eIlE rofl IO 3aMYKeCTBa.

— O, yaMruickuii, — Mol mpusATes b Bed Bo3Bpalaercs, eiBa JIyK OKa3bIBaeTCS B €ro pyKax. —
JIérkuii, TonbKo Kakasi 1ajgbHOCTb y HEro, mposepsiia?

— Hy, y ryceii maHcoB HeT.

— A criopum, MO¥ 10 MOITHOCTH JaJibinie JoObET? — Beb — CHOBa TOT caMblii MaJIbUMINKA U3
JETCTBA, C TEM € OTHEM B CEpbIX IJa3ax.

— A criopuM, 4TO He TOJIBKO B TAJILHOOOWHOCTH Je107? — MOAHAYMBAIO 5 U CJIBIITY, KAK XMBIKAET
Arpuc.

— Hy 310 MBI Celiuac mpoBepuM, — OIKJIIOYAETCS OH.

VX, Tbl, Kaxercs, 3aBeincs. Tenepb OpaThs CHOBA MOX0XKH, TOJIBKO B XOPOIIIYIO CTOPOHY.

Hac conpoBoxaor 1Boe BOMHOB Arpuca 1 Halll erepb.
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HO,Z[’bGX&B K O3€pYy, MbI ClICHIMBAEMCH, U OJUH N3 BOMHOB ITPUHUMACT ITOBOAbA ALLICPOB. AFpI/IC
KOMaH/yeT:

— OtBeau 3a epeBbs. Pacriyraior Ham rycei.

Most Jletra HeoBosbHA. Hy eImié Obl, TOJBKO BBIEXaIM HA TIPOTYJIKY, Jake pa3MSIThCs He YCIIeIH.
A Teneps el Hy’)KHO HECKOJILKO 4acOB MEHS$1 KJaTh.

— Iopoxaute, — 1 OOHUMAIO MOIO KpacaBHILy 3a IIIel0 ¥ ey eil Ha yxo: — JIATyIKu.

Slmep B3pbIKMBAET, OIIS/IBIBAsCh. A s, yKa3blBasl HAIIPABJIEHUE PYKOil, TPOIY BOMHOB, I1JIOXO
3HAIOIMX 3/ICIIHUE MECTa:

— OTBenuTe X 32 BOH TOT Oyrop, Tam 00soTicTO. [TycTh TOXE MOOXOTATCS.

Ternepb OHa HA MeHs1 He oOuauTCs. JIATyIKy He efa, a pa3BlieyeHre U JJAKOMCTBO.

Ereppb yka3biBaeT Tpu HarpapJeHus1, BCe Ha MyTH OOBIYHOTO MPONETA TyCeH.

[pexnae yem pazoiTrch, Be® MpUBBIUHO Mpe/yiaraeT:

— JlaBaii HaTsIHY TETUBY.

— 41 cnpaBiiock, 6par, — nepexBaThiBaeT MHUIIMATUBY ATpPUC.

Hapo xe, a Mue npusitHo. OH HaunHaeT 000 MHE 3a00TUThCA. A, MOKET, 9TO U €CTh JIOOOBb.
Hy, nmm xots1 Ob1 HauaIo.

— Cniacu60, HO MHE CTIeIMAIBHO MOA00PATH TAKOM JIYK, C KOTOPBIM sI CMOTY CITPaBUTHCA.

— be3 nocropoHHei nomolu? — cTajibHble IJ1a3a Arpuca COIypeHbl, a CJIOBO «IIOCTOPOHHE»
MIPO3BYYAJIO C HETPUATHBIM OTTEHKOM.

VY MeHs1 1a)xe Mypaiiku nmpooexan Mo Koxe, Xonoansle. U crano oouaHo.

— Mosxer, 51 XoTesna oKa3aTh, KaK y MEHs 3TO MOIYYaeTcsl, — 3asIBJISIO S TOHOM pacCTPOEHHOU
JE€BOYKH, KOTOPBIM TOJIB3YI0Ch, KOTJJa X0UY T0OOUThCS Yero-HUOYIb OT OTIIA.

Barsa Arpuca TeruieeT U CTaHOBUTCS ITPUBBIYHO-CHUCXOIUTEbHBIM.

— Koneuno, goporas.

M-m-M, a npusTHO 3ByunT. Hactpoenue pesko yay4diaercs. U s yxe ¢ TopaoCTbio IEMOHCTPU-
PYyI0, KaK, yrepeB IIevo JIyKa B 3eMJII0 ¥ COTHYB, HAKHMIBIBAIO METIII0 TETUBBI HA BEPXHIO 3apyOKy.
ITonyuaercs n0BKo.

— Jla, yamnuiickue JIyKy STUM OTJIMYAIoTCs, — 0H00pUTeIbHO KuBaeT Bed. — Ham Takue mpuBo-
3ui. OHU KOPOTKHE, CHIEUAIBHO [T yI0OCTBA BCAJAHUKOB. JIErKue U MpovHble, HO 10 CPAaBHEHUIO
C HaIllUMU HE MYXKCKHE, YTO JIH.

— Hy, Tak 1 u He MyX4MHa, — KOKETJIMBO FOBOPIO 51, HO CMOTPIO IIpY 3TOM Ha Arpuca u He
3a0bIBaIO XJIOMHYTh PECHULIAMH.

— Ha camom fnienie, oHM He Xyke HallluX, — He pearrpys Ha MOIO YJIBIOKY, CepbE3HO TOBOPUT MOM
OyIyIIui MyxX.

N g cHukao. § He npuBBIKJIA KOKETHUYATh, 1 MOH NEPBBIM ONBIT HeyJaueH. B pomaHax Bcé
KaK-TO MHAY€e BBIVIAAUT. A ATpHUC ITPOAOJIKAET:

— Ha ckaky u3 HuX cnofipyuHee cTpessate. M HacueT 1ainbHOCTH, YaMIlbl UMEHHO M3-3a CBOE
TMIOJIBM)KHOCTH MOTYT ToioOparthbest moomke. VX MeTon — moJcKakaTh, OOCTPeNsITh U OTCTYIHTh. A
HAlllY JTYYHUKH CTPEJISIIoT ¢ 3eMiId. VIM ynop HykeH. 3aTo, eC/ii KpernocTh Ha/10 3alUIIaTh, TO HalllK
HaJIEXKHEe.

— TbI TO2XKE COMHEBAEIIBCS B TOM, YTO OH MOKET JAJIEKO CTPEJIATH? — PACCTPOEHHO CIPAIIMBAI0

Arpuc NoXUMaeT IIeYaMHU:

— [Ipo6uBHas crocobHocTh HIke. Ho 1iist rycs, Tem Oonee HU3KOJIETSAIIEro, e€ JOJKHO XBa-
TUTh. A BooOIe-10, Taddu, MeHs yIuBIIsSET TBOSI CTPACTh K OXOTE.

[Tpuexanu, ceituac, Kak MOU Manoyka, OH CKaXeT, 4TO Mopa B3POCIIETh.

— Ionararo, yepes roxa y Tedst OyayT apyrue 3a00Thl.

To ke camoe, HO IPyTUMU CIIOBAMU.
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— Tadpu, He ciymiaiit ero, 3To OH He BHICTIAJICS CETOAHS. ATPUC JTIOOUT OXOTHTHCS, U I AyMalo,
MBI BTPOEM BceM TycsiM BOKpYT 3aMka [llapmoH nokaxem. DX, HAUTH Obl M MHE KEHY TaKyI0, YTOObI
JOOWJIA TO, YTO o JII0OJTIO.

— Vimm-viw, 9ta 3aHATa, — HEOKUIAHHO BECENIO 3asIBIIsSIeT ATPUC U IPUTATUBAET MEHs K ceOe
COOCTBEHHHUYECKHUM KECTOM.

A Be0 pa3BoauT pyKamu M MOKa3aTeIbHO B3/IbIXAET:

— Kak Bcerna, Bcé myuriee crapimm, Ho, eciii Tachdpu Oyner ToOoi HeJOBOJIbHA, Y MEHS eCTh
LEJBIA TOJT, 9YTOOBI IOKA3aTh €M, UTO s JTydIlas MapTusl.

Be6 mHe nogmuruBaet, a Arpuc oTBevaeT emy:

— DT0 BpsJ /M, S HE JaM €Ml IaHca pa304apoBaThCsl.

Arpuc em¢ TecHee MpHKMUMaeT MeHs K ceOe, 00XBaTuB 3a Tanuio. U s1 4yBCTBYIO, KaK KPOBb
npwivMBaeT K Moemy Jjmiy. OH, OKa3bIBaeTCsl, COBCEM Jake He UCTyKaH. Tak, a rae oOelaHHbie
Mypatku?

Uepes MUHYTY Mbl PACXOIUMCS ITOCIIE MOETO KJISITBEHHOTO 3aBEPEHHS], UTO s CO CBOUM JIETCKUM
JIYKOM HacTpeJsiio Oosbliiie, 4eM 3T JBoe. Mol ¢ Bebom ngaxe napu 3akiiodaem, 1 Arpuc pazouBaer
HAaIll PyKH, HO CaM CIIOPUTh OTKa3biBaeTcsl. [Togo3peBaio, UTo OH pacCUMTHIBAET OOOMTH HAC 0O0UX
Y CHOBA BBICTYNIUTb B POJIM CTapIero U ymHoro. Hy 4to x, mocMOTpuM.
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I'naBa 2. Poan. (He)ynaunas oxora

Korna Boamm nmokasanuck GarHu 3amka Aprie, xonba Kapruc obepHyscs, orsien CcBo OTpsia
U3 TPEX JECATKOB BCATHUKOB, OJOOPUTEIBHO KPAKHYJ M 00paTUICA K eIyIIeMy PsJOM IOHOLIE.

— bapon 1’ Aprne npegynpesxieH o HalleM npuesje. YBepsieT, UTo HaC pa3MecTAT Kak JOJIKHO.
Xot4 ceituac B 3aMKe JiloiHO. TpaauiionHelil ocenHuii coop 3HatH [Ipearopss. Bpems oxotsl. Osenu
HAaryJIsuld KUpP, U OXOTHUKY 3aMacaloTcs AWYbI0, @ 320JHO HECKYUHO NPOBOIAT BpeMs. Hy u cembu
npuBo3AT. banel, 00pydyenns. Tak 4To y TeOsl €CTh IIAHC MOMACTh HA CBETCKHUI payT, pa3BiedbCs
nepej peuaoM.

Mostozioii 4enoBeK MOMOPIIHJICS.

— Th1 e 3Haeb, Kapt, 370 MeHs BOJIHYET MEHbIIE BCETO.

— 3Hao, Po, HO mapy nHel oTapIxa He MOBPEIUT U BOMHaM. Jla 1 A1mepsl ycTauu.

IOHoma kuBHYII:

— Jla, KoHe4YHO. BOT TOJIBKO £ cIbllIaj, Ha Takyue cOOpUILA TPUE3KAIOT U JIIOOUTENN pa3Bieye-
HUI 13 ctonuibl. He xoTenock Obl BCTpeTUTh 3HaKOMBIX. PasBansTt Bc€ mHKorauTO. A penmnouén st
OCTaHOBHUTHCS B KAKOM-HHOY/Ib TPAKTHPE.

— lanc man. Tol 1 B cTONMIIE HUKOT/IA HE OBUT JIIOOUTENIEM MHOTOMIOAHBIX pa3BieueHuil. A Te,
KTO TeOs1 XOPOIIIO 3HAET, B TAKYIO Aajb HE e3/T.

Hasbie exanu momda. [Tocie HOYHOTro nepexoia roBOPUTH 0COO0 HE XOTEJIOCh, TOJIBKO 10 JIEITY.
Jla 1 )kapue CTaHOBUJIOCH C Kax 101 MUHYTOU. COoHLE enI€ He OAHSJIOCh BBICOKO, HO B 3TH ITOCTIE]-
HUE Npe/I3MMHME JIHU I'PEJIO MO-JIETHEMY.

Poan n Kapruc exanu Bnepeu, HO Jake y HUX OT KPaCHOM IOPOKHOM MBI MEPLINUJIO B FOpIIe.

Korga orpsn nepeBaini yepes XoaMm, MPUIATHO MOBESJIO MPOXJIaJ0i, MPSIMO HAIPOTHB 3aMKa
MEKIY JIepeBbsIMH MOKa3ayiach BogHAs Iagb. Y uem Omke OHM MOIbE3Kaau, TeM OOJbIe OTKPHI-
BAJIOCh 03€P0, YHUCTOE CO CTOPOHBI 3aMKa U 3apociiiee KaMbIIIaMH BIOJb JAIBHUX OSperos.

Poan ocraHoBWIT CBOETO sAliepa Ha XOJIMe, Y Bbe3/1a Ha MOJBECHON MOCT, CIIEIIUIICS.

— 51 poronio. Mnu sydie, Korna ycTpouTeCh, MPHUILUIM 32 MHOW KOTO-HUOYIb.

— $1 myure ocraBimo ¢ TOOOH Mapy YeIoBeK.

— Her HeoGxonumocTu, OKyHYych B 03epo U cpa3y B 3aMoK. [Ipenynpenu Ha BopoTtax.

— MBI He 3HaeM 3zemHuX MecT. Kpot, nocrepek€Eiip opyxue 1 OfIek /1y ero CBETJIOCTH.

BowuH ye nepeaaBal OBO/IbsI CBOETO sIliepa TOBAPUILLY.

Poan B3poxHyn. Bpone Kapruc cam ero TpeHupoBall, HO, HET, NMEUYETCs, Kak OyITO OH elé
pe6enok. Ho, ¢ apyroii cropoHsl, oH npas. Opykue B HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe OCTaBJIATh Helb3s. KpoT
tak Kport. Bcé 310 epyHaa, Koraa psaaom 03epo.

W yxe yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, COPOCHB MPOMOTEBIIYIO M 3aNBUIEHHYIO OZIEXKAY, OH MOrpy-
3WJICA B IPOXJIAJHYIO BOY.

Bona. MIMeHHO B Bojie OH YacTO YyBCTBOBAJI HEBUIMMYIO I'PaHb, OTAEJISABIIYIO €r0 OT Japa.

U xotsa Poan naBHO 0TOpOCHIT Hae Kbl Ha TO, UTO KOI/Ia-HUOY/Ib €r0 Marusi NpOCHETCS, BOAY
mo6ui. OHa eMy He MOTUMHSIACh, HO €MHCTBEHHASI U3 TPEX CTUXHIA MHOTAA OTKJIMKAJIACh MO COO-
CTBEHHOMY YCMOTPEHHUIO, CJIOBHO MTpajia ¢ HUM. He o6maHoO, a Kak Kolka ¢ KotéHkoM. He oTkpbiBa-
J1ach 10 KOHLIA U 4acTO CHUJIACh. B 3THX cHax oH ObuT MaroM. I'ynoctu, koHeuHo. O CBOMX HOYHBIX
BUJIEHUSIX OH HUKOMY HE PAacCKa3bIBal.

PoaH HbIpHYI 1 c/1es1a)1 HECKOJIBKO MJIABHBIX T'PEOKOB MOJ1 BOJOM, CIMBAsCh C IOTOKOM. BIHBIp-
HYJI METpax B MATUAECATH OT Oepera.

[MpuBBHIKIIMI K TOAOOHBIM 3aIlTbIBAM rocrionHa, KpoT He BOITHOBaICS, XOTSI Ha BCSKMI CITyvai
MPOCJIEANT 32 TeM, IIe TOT BbIHBIPHET. A 3aTeM MPHHSUICS OIVIsAAbIBaTh OKpecTHOCcTH. He 1ieBesns-
HETCH JIM KYCT, He IOCIBILLIMTCS JIM TPECK BETKHU I071 Ubel-HUOYIb HOTOi. Bpone u 6e3onacHoe mecro,
HO TPUBbIUKA €CTh IPUBBIUKA.
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[Noropma Gbla Ge3BeTpeHHast, ¥ OH Cpasy ke 3aMeTHJT ABWKEHUE B JalIbHUX 3apocisix. Ha mouy-
JWJIOCH OTIBITHBIE BOMHBI He JIIOOAT moJiarathesi, 1 KpoT 6eciryMHO CKpBUICS Cpe/id BETBEH.

Poan n€r Ha criuHy, TS5 B CUHEe ¢ peIKUMH obnakamu He6o. OH Jiexkasl, paCKMHYBIIHMCh HA
3€pKajJbHOM OTPaKEHMH M HACIAXKIASACh OLYIIEHUEM HEBECOMOCTH. BbUIO HECIIOKHO NPEACTaBUTD,
YTO OH MApUT B 3TOM BOJHOM HeOe, 00peTst cBoero apakoHa. JKajb, 4To He B HACTOSIIEM.

He crouno BouHy yBiiekaTbCsi MEUTaMH, NOCJIE KOTOPBIX OCTAETCS TOPbKUIA BKYC pa3oyapoBa-
Hus. Y Poan naxe oOpanoBajcs, KOrja B ero WUTIO3UU BOPBAJICS T'POMKUH KJIEKOT. OH MOBEpHYII
rosoBy. OX, Thl X, Kakue KpacaBlibl. KJIMH 3/10pOBEHHBIX OTBEBIIMXCS 3a JIETO I'ycell OKa3aJcs Co
CTOpOHBI Jieca. OXOTHUYMI MHCTHHKT 3acTaBuil PoaHa pa3zouapoBaHHO CKpUITHYTh 3yOamu. [Toka oH
OyleT TUTBITh J10 apOaseTa, IMYb KAaTh He CTAaHeT.

A Ha KpoTa paccunThiBaTh HE PUXOAUTCS, OH U 32 IBA/ILIATh IAroB B NTUILY HE Nonaaer. Meu-
HUK, YTO C HEro B3AThb. Tem He MeHee PoaH nepeBepHyJICcs Ha JKMBOT M IPUBBIYHO MOILEN IO BOLY, HO
r1yOOKO yiTH He ycries. CBepXy MOCIBIIANICSA TPOMKHUH IIUIETIOK TI0 BOJIE, U OH MHCTUHKTHBHO pa3-
BEPHYJICSI: CHUTY3T T'yCsl ¢ Topualen n3 O0Ka CTPesoi M pacIuIbIBaloIIeecs Mo BOJe KPOBaBOE MATHO.
OH OCTOPOXKHO BEpHYJICS Ha MIOBEPXHOCTD U orsiaescsa. OXoTHUKU? B mopbiBe OXOTHUYbEN CTpacTu
MOTYT U €ro roJIoBy IPUHATH 3a AW4b. MHOIMe CHavyasia CTPEsIoT, a TOTOM CMOTPAT, KyJa MOMaJu.

C 6epera oHEccst THeBHBIN AeBUunil Kpuk. Emmé nntepecHeit. I Poan HeipHyn. Boma mogxsa-
Tia ero. CHavana OH MpUHSUT e€ 32 OObIYHOE TeYeHHe, HO yXkKe uepe3 MTHOBEHHUE IMPUIILIA Te Ke
OIIYyIIEeHus, u4To B AeTcTBe. [IoTOK BBIHEC ero k Oepery ObicTpee, YeM MOKHO ObUIO PacCUMTHIBATS.

Kport orcytcTBOBas, a BO3MYIIEHHBIH JEBUYMIA OJIOC CIBIILIAJICS CO CTOPOHBI JIeca.

—Kport, —3aopan Poan, criemnHo HaTaruBas mtaHbl Ha MOKpoe Tes10. OHM JIMIUIN U NOAJaBaIUCh
rioxo. Ho cipaBusics. Hy, ecium stot conpadon npuxkain Kakyo-HAOYIb IEBUOHKY U3 MECTHBIX, OH
ero...

Poan He ycnien marnyTh B 3apociu. KpoT yxe BbIBOJIaKMBaJI HA OTKPBITOE TPOCTPAHCTBO TO JIU
MaJIb4MKa, €CJIU CYAUTH 110 OJEKAE, TO JIU BCE-TAKU JEBOYKY.

— I'ocnonuH, — 3a4acTuil OH. — $1 TYT PeKOrCIMp. .. PEKOTHUC. .. pa3BeAKY Ha MECTHOCTH IpO-
BOIWI. A OHa U3 JIyKa B Ballly CTOpoHy. Hy 1 npuIiiocs Mepsl IpUHSTS.

—I'mynen, — neBYOHKa 4y Th He TU1akaa. — S B ryceit crpensiia. Eciiu Obl He ThI, 51 Obl HE MEHBbIIIE
TPEX moxduiIa. A Tak OIHOTO BCEro, Ja M TO He MpocieaAnia, Kyna ynai. A tenepb Arpuc u bpana
MeHsI OOroHsT. la ycTH Thbl, — OHa JEPHYIAC.

— Ilycru e€.

JleBuyIiKa OTKMHYJIA €O J10a JUIMHHYIO Y€Ky U IMIMBITHYJIA HocoM. A PoaH, HaKOHeI-To, CMOT
e€ pasmisaeTh. BrionHe cMasnuBas nuraiamia ¢ pbLKMHKOM B Bojlocax. He Takast orHeHHas Kak ero
6aly1Ka, HO I[BET TEIJIbINA, COMHEUHbIA. A CEepAMTHIE I71a3a OTIMBAIOT 3e/eHbl0. MWIeHbKasi, HO
CJIMILIKOM YK MeJIKas 1o BO3pacCTy, MOAPOCTOK ewE. W oxexaa Manpurineckas. XoTs, Kak CKa3aTh,
€ro B3IJIs]] CKOJIb3HYJI HUKE — TpyIb yxke odopmuiack. Mnu oHa Bcé-taku nocrapuie? JlagHeHbkas,
CMOTpETh NpUATHO. PoaH cripocuii, caM yIMBUBIIKCH MOSIBUBLLIENCS B TOJIOCE XPUIIOTIIE:

— U kak ThI cobupanach JocTaBarh rycs?

JleBuyllika XJIOMHY/Ia pEeCHULIAMHM ¥ HEOXKUAAHHO, IYCTO IMOKPACHEB, OIyCTHIIA IM1a3a. TobKo
ceituac Poan cooOpaswi, 4To Ha HEM HUYEro HEeT, KpoMe IITaHOB. [la 1 Te TOJIKOM He ycries 3aBsi3aTh,
BOT-BOT CIOJI3YT.

— Tak s1 u3-3a 3mozo, — OHa MOTHYJIa TOJIOBOM B cTopoHy Kporta, craparenbHO 00X0/1s I1a3aMu
Poana, — cOnna ero mosxe Ha HeCKOJIbKO MrHoBeHM. OH ¥ foneren A0 cepeauHbl o3epa. Erepb
ceifuac MogOepET Ha JIoAKe. A Tapu s Mpourpaia.

— Tak TbI ero us gyka?

— I, HO JIyK TaM B 3apOCIISIX OCTAJICSI, KOT/Ia 31om MHE PyKU CKPYTHIL.

10T, TO ecTh KpoT, yXke MOHSIB CBOIO OMIMOKY, TONTAJICS HA MECTe C KpaiiHe CKOH(Y:KeHHOM
(pusroHOoMMEN.
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—Hy a s 9t0... 51 He MOHsI. .. 6€30MACHOCTb. . .

— Berom 3a nykom, — ckoMaH1oBai PoaH, ipepBaB ero U3MsSHUSA, U TIOIIYTHI, YTOOBI pa3psi-
AUTh OOCTAHOBKY: — 3HAUMUT, TO ThI UyTh HE YOUJIa MEHsI CBOMM Trycem?

JleBouka BO3MYIIEHHO (DBIPKHY/IA M, HE YAEpKaBIIUCh, CKOJIb3HYJIA 110 PoaHy cBonMu 3emé-
HBIMH TJIa3UIIAMHM, A2 TaK, 4TO OOOXKIJIO W MepexBaTuiio JpixaHue. Ho oHa TyT ke CHOBa OTBesa
B3IJISI/I U C eXU/LIeN CpocuIa:

— Tak yx 4yTh He yOuaa? — v c/1y/ia BHOBb YIABIIYIO HA JIUIO PHUKYIO TIPSIIKY.

Poan criotHyn, y HEro mpocTo pyKH TSHYJIUCh CAMOMY YOPaTh HETIOCTYIITHbIE BOJIOCHI C BBICO-
Koro ji6a aeB4oHKU. OH YTO ¢ yma comien? DToM Meour eiBa v OOoJblle MEeCTHAIIATH JieT. A
MAUTBIIIIKA, CJIOBHO M3/IEBAsICh HAJl HUM, OOMM3HYa myxJible TyOku. M PoaH, He BbIIepkaB UCKYIIle-
HUS, TIEPeBEN B3MISA HA CIIOKOMHYIO BOISHYIO 71 1b.

— Ecnm xouens, st TBOETo rycst I0CTaHy, — MPeIoKUT OH KaK MOKXHO Oojiee paBHOILYIITHBIM
TOHOM.

— Kak bl ero nocranenis?

— Briab. Yk s1-TO 3Hal0, T71€ OH MPUBOAHMIICS. TONBKO OTBEPHHCH, B IITAHAX HE MOILIBIBY.

OtBeruth JeBouKa He ycriena. C Ipyroil CTOpOHBI, U3 3apOCyiei, BHIBAJIMJIACH JBOE IOHOLIEH.

Cyns 1o ux ofiexae M JiyKkaM, He U3 MPOCThIX BOMHOB. MeCTHbIE apuCTOKpaThl Ha oxoTe. Poan
ObICTpO oriszien ux. PopcTBeHHUKH, CKOopee Bcero, Oparhbs. CXOACTBO X ObLIO HeCOMHeHHBIM. CTap-
U U3 TIOPOJIbl «BCEM JIEBKAM HPABUTCSI»: BBICOKHM, TIJICUUCTHIN, ITUHHBIE CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI, CKPY-
YEeHHBIE B XBOCT, JKECTKUH BOJICBOM MOAOOPOIOK. BTopoii pocToM MmoHM*ke, B TUiedax Moyke, U Bhpa-
JKEHUe JINIIA TIoMsrde. SIBHO MPUBBIKIINI BO BCEM CIIEOBATH 32 OpaToM.

— Tol KTO TaKON? — PABKHYJI CTAPLIMMA.

—Toctb 3amMKa Aprie, — ClIOKOIHO oTBeTUT PoaH, 4ToOkI cpa3y n30exarb BOZMOXKHBIX pa300pOK.

Ho mra3a 1oHOmM ocTanuce BCE TAKMMMU Ke KOMOYUMM:

— YT0-TO 51 HE IPUIIOMHIO TeOs Cpear TOCTEN.

— Tonbko prObLI.

— U yxe Kk Moeil HeBecTe MPUCTAENIb?

Poan otBetnn ynuBnéHabM B3Is110M. HeBecta? [Toxoxke, OH BCE-TaKu OIIMOCS HACUYET e€ BO3-
pacra.

— Arpuc, — HEOXHMJJaHHO BBICKOUMJIA BIIEPEN JeBouKa. — OH B 03epe IU1aBal, a s eMy Ha I'oJIOBY
rycsl ypoHUJIA.

— Iloromu, Tadpdu, — mapeHs marHy:1 Brepen v, Tpyoo B3sB IEBYILKY 3a 3aISICThe, MOTSIHYT K
ceOe, 3a/IBUTasI 32 CIIVHY.

Poan ormeruin, yto neBuoHka nomopupiack. Eil sBHO ceromHs noctanock. CHauvana Kpor
CKPYTWJI PYKH, TENephb ITOT... keHuX. HaBepHoe, CUHAKYM OcTaHyTCsl HAa HexXHOW Koxe. Ho xo3auH
31ech He oH. Tem Ooree eciii HeBecTa.

— TeGe nmpuaETcs MpoTH ¢ HaMH, YykakK. B 3amMke pa3depémcs, UTO ThI 3a... TYCh.

Poan ycmexnyscsi. B npunimre Bo3paxars He umesio cmbicia. EMy u Hano 6bu10 B 3aMok. BoT
TOJIBKO HE TIPUBBIK OH, YTOOBI €My BOT TaK yKasbiBajn. 1 Poan HeOpe:kHO moxkal riedamu:

— Ceityac ofieHyCbh U caM NPy, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJI OH.

IOHoma ornsinen Kyuky Belei, OpoIeHHBIX Ha TpaBe, JekKallui noBepx Med. Psnom apOaner.
Cormrypucs.

— He cawm, a B conpoBoxaenun. lennp, Tepr, ciona. [IpoBogute rocTsi, 4TOOH He 3a0TyAUICS.
W He crout Bo3paxarh, — JOOABUJI OH CO 3HAYEHUEM B rOJIOCe, 3aMETHUB YUBJIEHHO MOAHATYIO OPOBb
Poana.

N3-3a nepeBbeB Ha €ro 30B MOSIBUIIMCH JIBA BOMHA, OJIETHIX MOMPOLIE:

— Med BO3bMUTE Y HETO.
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Poan ¢ unTepecom orszen Bcex npucyTcTByoOmmx. OHM YTO, AyMAIOT, YTO BOT TaK JIETKO Y
HEro MOXHO B3ATh Me4? B mpuHIumne, oH u 0e3 OpyKus CIPaBUTCS.

Bripaxkenue ero uia, moxoxe, YTo-To ckazajo BomHaMm. OHM SIBHO ObUIM OMBITHEE CBOUX TOC-
IO/ ¥ Cpa3y NoI00paIHCh.

— Bpoce, Arpuc, He 3apy0aiicsi, — HEOKUIAHHO BCTPsUT BTOPOM OpaT. — A eciii 9TO U IpaBja
rocTh?

— 1 He npucraBan oH ko MHe. OH 00eIaT MOero rycsi BHITAIUTh, KOTOPOTO s OJACTpeNnia, —
HEJIOBOJILHO 3as1BUJIA JICBYIIKA, BBINISIbIBAS N3-32 CITUHBI.

— Bornbirie o Te6e HUYero He odeman? U rae, KeTat, TBOM JIyK ? — Havaul I0HOIA, HO IMEHHO
B 9TOT MOMEHT U TnosiBuiicsi KpoT, nepika B OHOM pyke OpyKHe, OTePSIHHOE AEBYIIKOM, a APYTYIo
CJIOBHO HEB3HAYai MOJIOKMB HA PYKOSTh Meva.

— Bama cBetiocts, s ero Hameén. [Ipoctute, rocnoska, 410 UCIIOPTUII BaM OXOTY.

— Bama cBetiocts? — Ha nmie Arpuca OTpaswIuCh KoseOaHUsl, KOTOPble CMEHWJIMCh MYYH-
TEJILHBIMU Pa3IyMbsIMHU, KaK BBIATH U3 HETPUTIISITHON CUTYAIIUH.

Bce comHeHus, oTpa3uBIIecs: Ha BHICOKOMEPHOM JIMIIE I0HOIIH, PoaH uMTan Kak OTKPHITYIO
KHHATY. A Bellb OHU, TIOJIM, POBECHUKH. TOJBKO 3TOr0 HArJIOBAaTOrO apHCTOKpaTa He YUWIN BIIAJIETh
co00il. MHOTO OH TaKMX BUEN, U YYUTh MPUXOIWIOCH MeYoM IutammMs. [loctaButh atoro Arpuca
ceiiyac B HEJIOBKOE TOJIOKEHHE JIETKO, TOJIBKO 3a4eM? XaHT noOepH, a BeJb pyku uennyTcs. Heyxenu
eMy MPOCTO XOUeTCsl MOKPacoBaThCs Nepen JeBYoHKoN? KapTtuc He ogodpurt, Aa U caMoMy TMOTOM
CTBIIHO Oy[IeT.

N PoaH BexIMBO HAKJIOHWII TOJIOBY:

— Bapon Poan Opra k Baum ycimyram. IIpoctute MO BHEIIHUMIA BUI, HO 1, AEUCTBUTEJIBHO,
XOTEJ OCBEXKUTHCS C JOPOTH.

— baponer Arpuc [llapno, — B rojioce 10HOIIM BCE €I1IE€ YyBCTBOBAJIOCH HampsikeHue. — IIpo-
CTUTE 3a HeJlopa3yMeHue, OapoH, ...

— Be1 Gecniokomnuchk 0 cBoell HeBecTe, — PoaH caM He MOHsLI, TIOUEMY CIIOBO «HEBECTa» eMy
JaJI0Ch C TAKMM TPYAOM. — f moHnMat. Mory st oieThesi, 9T0ObI COOMIOCTH MPUIINYHUS B IPUCYTCTBUM
IOHOH J1aMbl?

Arpuc n306pa3ui1 YTO-TO HaNoIoOKUe PaylIHON YIBIOKH, TOTYYMIOCh CHOCHO:

— Pasymeercs, 6apoH.

Tenepp, KOraa COCTOSIIOCHh YTO-TO BPOJie 3HAKOMCTBA, POaH MOT CIIOKOIHO OAEThCHI.

O 3aruteiBe 3a ryceM peub Oonblie He nua. da u vy K yemy Obuto. ['ych moxnancs ereps. K
TOMY MOMEHTY, Korja PoaH MogHOCTBIO OAETHIN 3aCTErMBaJ MEepeBsi3b Meva, JIETKas OHOMECTHasI
JIOMUOHKA YK€ HAIPABJISIACh K HAM.

Arpuc, 1o 3Toro MoMeHTa HabmoaBImi 32 PoaHoM ¢ Toro mMecra, rie OH1 BCTPETUIIUCD, TIpel-
CTaBUJT:

— Mos HeBecta Credpanus 1’ Apre. Moii miaamuii Opat, 6aponer Bedpann Ilapmo.

Kak Poan u nipejrosnarari, I0HOIIHM OKa3aJIMCh OpaThsIMU. A IeBOYKa — MOTyvaeTcs, 10Ub X035~
uHa 3aMka. U yxe HeBecta. Ckoibko ke eit jer? HeymectHble, ogHako, pa3mbiiuieHus. Kakas emy
pasHuna?

Credanus npoTsiHyJa pyKy, 1 PoaH, HAKJIOHMBIIMCH, KOCHYJICS TyOaMu HEKHOHM KOXKH. 3amnax
MaJIMHBL 1 Bepecka. KpoBb Opocuiiack eMy B TOJIOBY, a €IlE MOKa3alioch, YTO TOHKUE MaJTbYMKH
B3JPOTHYJIH.

Poan mocrnienmnHo BHITpAMUIICS, OTIycKast e€ pyKy. OH TOJBKO UTO M30€Xasl CTBIYKH C 3THUM
BBICOKOMEPHBIM OapOHETOM, He XBaTaJIo BCE MCIIOPTUTh, CIIPOBOIIMPOBAB HOBBIU MTPUCTYIT PEBHOCTH.

[NopanoBao To, YTO BHUMaHKHE HOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX YK€ ObLJIO HAIPaBJIEHO HA MPUYATUBABIIYIO
K Oepery Jionky. M Poan He ynep:aiicsi, TOCMOTpeI MPsIMO B IJ1a3a JIEBOYKH, CHOBA TOPAKAsACh UX
SIPKOW M3YMPYIHOMH 3€JIeH! U C HEYMECTHBIM Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHEM OTMeYast, KaKk OHA CMYIIIAeTCs M Kpac-
HEET IOJ] €ro B3IJIS/IOM.
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[Mopox rpaBus 3a CIIUHOM, TOBOPSIIMI O TOM, YTO HOC JIOAKH KOCHYJICS Oepera, 1 1oHasi Cte-
anus, npuas B cebs1, OSKUT BCTpeyaThb erepsi, a OH C COXaJICHUEM CMOTPUT el Bciied. Mopok. Poan
C TPYJOM CTPSIXHYJI C ce0sl OLIeTIeHeHHE.

[Tpu Buze croent noowun Tapdu mprocanmiack, HO ckazayia HeOPEKHO:

— DT0 MOM TpeTuid, eciu Obl MHE He TIOMeIIaIv, ObUTO OBl OOJIBIIIE.

— ¥V Hac no JiBa, — cKa3aj MJIAIIIUN U3 OpaTheB.

JleBouka NOAIpPHIrHY/Ia HA MECTE U XJIOMHYJIA B JIaJOIIN.

— 4 Bhiurpana. A Bbl JAIBHOCTb. .. JAJILHOCTD.

Poan ormerw, kak B OTBET Ha 3TO MO-AETCKU MUJIOE 3aMeUaHre y Arpuca pa3apaxeHHo IEp-
HyJIcsl yroiok pra. Crapmmii 6apoHeT He MPUBBIK HA B YEM HUKOMY YCTYIaTh, U TeM Oojiee YTOObI
€My Ha 3TO YKa3blBaJIH.

Ecnu neBouka XO4yer cyacTIMBON CeMEMHOW KWU3HM, €l PUIETCS HAYYUThCS] IIPOUTPHIBATD.
Ho kak MOXHO He pa3lieNisiTh paJoCTh 3TOro HOTO cyiiecTBa? PoaHy crano oougHo 3a He€. OueHb
XOTEJIOCh MOAJEPKaTh, PACCIPOCUTH O TOM, KTO Hay4us €€ Tak CTPEJIsATh, HO OH MOHUMAJI, UYTO 3TO
BpsiJL JI1 0OpajyeT BBICOKOMEPHOTo Arpuca, U ciepKaiics. DTo He ero TeppuTopusi, He ero HeBecTa.

BMmecto Toro, 4roObl yCIOKOWUTH, 3Ta MbBICTh BhI3Bala y PoaHa HempusATHOe omrymieHue. U
HeoObruHOe. OH SICHO ONTYTHJI, KaK HEUTO OOKHUTaloIee CKPYTUIOCh B TYToM y3es ITyOoKo 1o peo-
pamu. Oronn? CkosbKo JieT Poan MeanTipoBail, MbITasch NOUYBCTBOBAThH B X PAHWIIUILE CTUXUIA XOThb
KaKoe-HUOY/Ib IBUKEHHE, U BOT TeTleph COBEPIIICHHO HECBOEBPEMEHHO B MPUCYTCTBUM UYKHUX JIIOJCH
BHYTPH 3aBOpoYajiach He3HaKoMas cuiia. OH ¢ TpyJIoM BIOXHYJ BO3/1yX, IBITasICh YCIOKOUThCS. Boia
BCerJa ero yMHUpoTBopsisia, U PoaH ycTaBuiicst Ha BOTHYIO IV1a]]b, 3aCTaBJIsAsA ce0s1 ME/IJIEHHO BJIbIXATh
Y BBIJIbIXATh.

CuibHBII TIOPHIB BETPA XJIECTHYJI 110 BOJAE IUIETHIO, OKATHUB C HOT JIO TOJIOBbI BCEX, KTO CTOSLI
Ha Oepery. [leBymika UCITyraHHO OMKHYJIA, IPSYach 3a CIIUHY CBOETO skeHuxa. M 1o mpocToe u ecre-
CTBEHHOE JBWXEHUE BbI3BAJIO BHYTpH PoaHa npuctyn sipoctu. Boga psigoM ¢ Geperom 3akpyTuiach
BOPOHKOM, U TOJIbKO KOTJa BOJSIHOWM CMEpY Hayasl MOAHMMAThCSl HaJl MOBEPXHOCThIO, PoaH mouys-
CTBOBAJI CBSI3b HAPACTAIOIIETO BHYTPU HErO OECIIPUUYMHHOTO THEBA CO CTUXHEH.
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I'naBa 3. Tacd¢u. [Ioaét B 00bATHA HE3HAKOMIIA

— [ycru e€, — psABKHYJ HE3HAKOMeEll, 1 MOM PyKM MIHOBEHHO OKa3aJIFCh Ha CBOOOJIE.

A fanbliie co MHOW MPOM3OIILJIO HEMOHATHOE. BMecTo Toro, 4ToOsl BO3MYTUTBCS U MOTPEOO-
BaTh W3BMHEHWIA, 51 3aMepJia Kak JIATYIIOHOK nepen simepom. Cunue miasza. besnonnsie. Kak He60
HaJ] 03epOM M caMo 03epo. 1 oHM pasrisiapBaid MeHs OeCLiepeMOHHO U ¢ MHTEPECOM, TAKUM OO0KHU-
raoliyM, YTo, KOrja B3rsaA o0pascs A0 MOel Irpyau, Bcsl KpOBb OPOCKIIACh MHE B JIUILIO.

B TOT %€ MOMEHT 51 cooOpa3uiia, YTo My)XUMHa He ofieT. MHe NpUXoauIoch BUAETh TPEHUPO-
BOYHBIC CPAKEHHSI BOMHOB B HAIIIEM 3aMKe, KOTJja OHU CKU/IBIBAIM PyOAIlIKi ¥ OCTABAINCH B OHUX
IITaHaX, U HUKOT/A IIPeXAe MEeHs He CMyIIal UX BHEIIHUIA BUJI. 1 Moria Jake CIIOKOMHO OLIEHUTb,
HACKOJIBKO KpacuBhl MX (pUrypbl. MOXeT, TOTOMY 4TO OHU OBUTH JIOCTATOYHO JIAJIEKO?

A 3TOT HE3HAKOMEII CTOSUT CJIMIIIKOM OJM3KO, HACTOJIBKO, UTO 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA €ro0 3arax, BKyC-
HBII apOMAaT pacTEPTOM XBOM U KaKOU-TO 3aMopckoy crietuu. Kakon? Cpa3y He BCIIOMHHUTB. A e1e
Boga. OH SBHO TOJIBKO YTO Kynajics B o3epe. [1o ero penbedHbIM rpyIHBIM MBILILIAM, [10 PacYepyeH-
HOMY Ha KBa/IPaTUKH KMBOTY HETOPOILIMBO COErajy KareJbKy, ucue3ast IMojl y)Ke HAMOKIIel BepeB-
KOM, MoJ/Iep)KUBaloLLel mTaHbl. M1 y MEHs1 HEBOJIBHO MepexBaTUJIO JIbIXxaHue. 51 He 3Haza, KyJa JeTh
raza. M 4ro-To senerana o ryce, joxo MOHMMasi, YTO MHE OTBEYAIOT.

Beipyurnn Arpuc u Be6. Eciin 310 MOKHO Ha3BaTh ebipyuuau. Arpuc O0JIbHO TIOTSHYT MEHS
3a PyKy U 3aKpbLT COOOH.

A 5 ucribITana CIoKHOE YyBCTBO: CMech oOsieryeHus u focaabl. Hy 1a, He3HakoMel| MeHsl cMy-
THJI. DTO BCE OT HeOXUJaHHOCTH. Ho OH e He XOTeJl HU4Yero rioxoro.

A Arpuc nmoyemy-To MpUIIEN B spocTb. MHe MoKa3ajloch, UTO €IIE HEMHOTO, U OH HAOPOCUTCSI
Ha uyxaka. ! 1o, 4To 5 mombITanach onpasaaTh HE3HAKOMIIA, CIENANIO TOJIBKO XYKe.

PesHocth? Toraa nouemy st He UCTIBITHIBAIO PAJJOCTU OT TOTO, YTO MOM BCET/Ia TAKOUN CITOKONHBIN
KEHUX MposiBIIseT yyBcTBa? Y moapyru B MaHCHOHE TOBOPWIIM, J]a U B KHHUTax MPO ITO HAIMKCAHO:
PEBHOCTB — OJIHO U3 MPOSIBJICHUI JTIOOBU.

OTkyza e BO MHE 4yBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH M CThIAA?

Hesnakomelr cTosin 4yTh HUXeE IO CKJIOHY, YeM ATrpHC, HO M3-3a CBOEro pocTa ObLT C HUM Ha
OIHOM YPOBHE M CMOTpeJI TaK CIIOKOMHO U HACMEIIUIUBO, YTO HEJIOBKO MHe ObLIo 3a Arpuca. [Ipsmo
YBEPEHHOCTh MOSIBUJIACH, UTO B ClIy4yae, €C/IM HAUHETCS IOEIMHOK, MOEMY JKeHUXY Hec100pOBaTh.

— Barma cBeTocTb. . ., — U3 3apociieil BBIHBIPHYJI TOT MY:KJIaH, KOTOPBI COPBaJl MHE OXOTY.

Hesnakomerr okazasicsi He HUXke TUTYJ0M, yeM 6apoHeTsl [llapio, u HacTpoeHue Arpuca pe3ko
M3MEHWIOCh. MUp CJIOBHO 3aMep B MIOMCKAX OMOPbI, a MIOTOM IOCTh CHUCXOAUTEbHO YCMEXHYIICS U
npezctraBwics. Y Kak-To cpa3y CTajio MOHSTHO, KTO pelaeT, ObITh MOEINHKY WA HeT.

4 BeigoxHyna ¢ ooneryeHreM. Ho riryboko BHYTpH 3acesia Menkas cagHsiias 3aHosa. Herpu-
SITHO YyBCTBOBATh, YTO HE TBOW MY, IIYCTh U OyAyIIuii, pemaet. I ororHaia ot ceOst 3Ty Mbicib. U
Ha e€ MEeCTO MpUCKaKaJo emg Oosee CTpaHHOE OIIyIleHHe: MHE MOHPABUJIOCh, KaK 3TOT CTPaHHBIN
HEe3HaKOMell Jiep:kail ceOsl B OKPYKEHUU YEThIPEX BOOPYKEHHBIX MYKUHUH.

JrKasi cMech OLTYIIEHUIA.

Hesnakomerr okazasicsi 6apoHOM, TO ecTb Aaxe 4yTouky 3HaTHee Arpuca. Poan Opro. He cibi-
masia o TakoM BiajsieHuu. HaBepHoe, on uznaneka. B [Ipenropee Her 3amka Opro.

Korna my:xunHa, HakOHell, ofieJics, 1 CMOIJIa MOIHSATH Ha Hero r1a3a. Jlerye He craso. Kanenbku
BOJIbI, TOONECKUBAIOIIIE B BOJIOCAX M KOPOTKOH IIETHHE, OUYeHb )KMBO HAIOMHUJIM O TeX, KOTOpbIe
cOeranu no penbedHbIM MbliaM kuBota. O, Acxap! Kak Xxopoiio, 4To HUKTO HE MOKET MPOYUTATh
MoH MbIcTH. O 4éM s Jymaio?
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— Mos neBecra Crepanus 1’ Apiie, — IpeCTaBuil ATpuc, IPUBO/ISI MEHS B UyBCTBO TUM Harlo-
MuHaHUeM. U 51 IpoTsiHya pyKy, MBITAsCh YHATH JPOXKb.

Mowu nasblipl yTOHYJIM B OTPOMHOM JiaqoHu. He ynep:kaBivch, 51 mpoBelia 1o Hel MogyIiey-
KaMH, OIILyIIasi MPUATHYIO MepOXOBATOCTh. ['yOBI MSATKO KOCHYJIMCh MOETO 3aIsICThsl, M TEMJIOE JIbIXa-
HHE 3aITyCTHJIO BOJTHY JKapa o BceMy Telty. MHe MoKa3aioch, WM ero pyKa Ckajla MOH MaJIbIIb, aep-
KUBasi JIOJIbIIIE, YeM TIOJIOKEHO. BHU3Y JKMBOTA HEOXUIAHHO MOTSHYJIO TaK CNAJKO M OOJIE3HEHHO,
YTO s 3aKycHJia ry0y, ylepKuBasi HEMpPOIIEHHbINA CTOH.

MHe nioBe3nio, uto Arpuc u Beb yxe HampaBrIUCh K JIOJKE BCTpEYaTh erepst ¢ MOeu J00bIYeH,
U 51 CMOIJIA TIEPEBECTH AyX Mpesk/ie, YeM OpocuThes 3a HUMU. To Jii 32 HUIMHU, TO Jin OT Hero. CMoTpe
OH MHE BCJIe/l, WJIM 3TO ObUIO MOE pacHyllleHHOe BOOOpakeHHe, HO 51 C TPYIOM ylepKalach, YTOObI
He 00epHYThCH.

TosbKo mpy Bujie JOOBIYM BEPHYJICS] OXOTHUYUH a3apT.

— DTO MOW TpeTuil, — Topao 3asiBUIA s, CTapasich BeCTH cedsl mo-B3pocioMy. [Tnoxo momyyu-
JI0Ch, OJIVIH Pa3 s BCE-TaKM 3axJIoNaja B JIA/IONIH.

Pe3kuii MOpBIB BETpa CO CTOPOHBI 03epa.

Ox, b1 k! I eJle ycnesna OTIPHIrHY Th 32 YbI0-TO CITUHY OT MOTOKA BOJbI, OKATUBIIIETO BCEX, KTO
CTOSUT OJTMKE K Kpalo.

BrInissHyTh emmg pa3, 4ToObl Y3HATh, YTO MTPOUCXOIUT, s He ycrena. JIomka ¢ rpoxoTom yaapu-
nack o Geper, BHIOPOIIIEHHAsT BOJTHOM, M HAC BCEX OTOPOCHIIO Ha3aJl.

Sl He ymapuiach 0 3eMITI0, TOJIBKO TIOTOMY YTO MEHsI TIOJXBATUIJIM CUJIbHBIE MYyXKCKHe pyku. U
s 3amMepJia, MPUXKABIIMCH IEKOW K MOIIHOM I'py/au, BAbIXas 3arax XBOW U crienuil. Mokpasi 1ieka,
HAMOKINIAsl TOHKasl TKaHb PyOallKu, 1Moj KOTOPOW SIBCTBEHHO IMEPEKAThIBAIMCH JIUTHIE MBIIILIBI,
«TYK-TyK» — OemieHo cryvaiio cepaue. Kakue mypamku? [ToTokM 1aBbl pacTeKJIMCh 10 MOEMY Tely.
[Tomyo6MOpoYHOE COCTOSTHUE JITUIOCh HECKOJILKO MIHOBEHUH.

Vx0 000XKIJI0 ropsiuee AbIXxaHue. XPHUILIbIA TOlI0C HErPOMKO TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Bo1 He ynmOmcs? MoskeTe CTosTh?

O, Acxap! Tonbko Terieps s cooOpasmia, YTo CTOIO, MPHKABIIACH K COBEPIIEHHO MOCTOPOH-
HEMY MYKYMHE. YIOTHEHBKO TaK CTOW0. ] OTIIaTHY/1ach, BEIBOPAYMBASACH U3 €0 PYK U 03UpasAch. UyThb
MOOAJTh TIOMHUMAJIHCH C 3eMJIM Arpuc ¢ BeGowm.

Kaxercsi, 0001X MPUIIOKUIIO CHITBHO, U IM TTOKa OBUIO He 10 MeHs1. 3HAYMT, HUKTO He 3aMeTHII,
KaK 1 BIETIJIACh B 9TOTO CIIyYalHOTO TOCTS, Kpome camoro OapoHa. JKyTb kakas! CThIIHO.

4l cnenana mar B CTOpOHY M CKa3asia, He pelasich MOAHSTH IJ1a3a:

— C-cracu6o. He ymmonace. Ho, kaxercs, HeHaI0ro roTepsijia CO3HaHWe.

B otBeT ycibimana oTYETIMBLINA CKpekeT 3yO0B, a 3aTeM CliepKaHHOe phlYaHue:

— 4 pan.

[NepBbiM nozieTen ko MHe Bed, cXxBaTuiI 3a JIOKOTh Y TIOBEPHYJI, C TPEBOTOM OIJISI/IBIBAS:

— Tappu, Th1 HENTA?

— Kak Bunums. MHe noBesno, uto s Obl1a 32 BAMU, — YTOUYHATh, IOYEMY 51 HE JoyeTena 10
3eMJI, HE CTaJa.

Oxas, nonoién erepb. bapon OpTo marnys eMy HaBCTpeuy.

— W gacro y Bac Takoe ObiBaeT?

— Huxkorpa, — ronoc erepst copBajicsi, M OH 3aKalUIsIICs, OTBOPAYMBASICh U BHITUPAsI POT MOKPBIM
00JIeTUIEHHBIM TIECKOM pyKaBoM. — Hukorza He Obuto. He crblan. §1 yeTwipe gecsTka JieT Cly Ky B
3aMKe, OTell MOW, Jie/l TYT ke, HUKoraa He 0puto. CIOKOHOE 03epo.

— CnoxkoitHoe? — nopomén Arpuc. — IHTepecHas TYT y Bac OXOTa Ha Tycel BIUIAaBb IO Oepery.

OH crapajicsl TOBOPUTh B CBOEW CIIOKOMHON MPOHUYHOW MaHepe, HO 51 4YyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK OH
pazapaxeH. A Korja OH IOCMOTpEN Ha MEHSI U HAXMYPHJICs, 5 TOYYBCTBOBaJIa cebst KpyroM BUHOBA-
TOH, HE OYEHb, MTPaB/Ia, IOHUMAsl B YéM. {1 BHITAIIIUIIa €r0 Ha 3Ty OXOTY, IJie BCE MOILIO He TaK.
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Ho Tyt HeoxuganHO pacxoxotacs Beo:

— Hy y nac u Buz. [IpeaBKyiaio paccipochl, KTO Ha KOTO OXOTHJICS, M KaKoro pazmepa Obutn
TE I'yCH.

S HeBOMIBbHO (PBIPKHYIIA, 3aPa3UBLIMCh €70 HACTPOEHUEM, U 3as1BUJIA:

— Hy, MeHs XOTb B nlecke He BBIBAJISIO.

TyT e BCIOMHMIIA, KTO IMEHHO MEHsI CTIac, MOMMaB B OOBSTHSI, M HEBOJILHO TepeBesa B3I
Ha 6apona Opro.

Bcero Ha Mur Hamm riasa BCTPETHIINCh, U sI OCEKJIach. 3payoK B CHHUX IJa3zax ObUI BepTHU-
KajbHbIM. S Moprayna. Her, Bc€ HopmasibHO, omepermiock. Ho Gonrate U Tem Ooliee cMesAThes
KaK-TO Cpa3y pacxoTesoCh.

— 3arkHuch, BeO, — HEOXKHUAAHHO PSABKHYIT ATpUC, U s B3IPOrHYyJa. — Thl YTO, HE MOHMMA-
emb? 3aeck 3amentaHa Marus. Y, eciam npsMo ceiiuac ataka MOBTOPUTCS, HUKTO U3 HAC HE ycCIeeT
HU [10YYBCTBOBATh, HU 3AIlIUTUTHCS.

Arpuc océkes, rsas Ha rocts. bapon Opto ObuT Ha Oepery eAMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, O
KOTOPOM Mbl HUYETO HE 3HAJIN.

— $] He-Mar, — CITOKOMHO OTBETUJI OH.

— Torma HemeIeHHO Bo3BpaIaeMcs B Kpernoctsb. M coobiiaem maructpy BepHy.

—BepH 31ech? — rocTh IBHO 00pagoBasICs, BOT TOIBKO MPO3BYYasIo yoMuHaHue Briciero mara
TaK, CJIOBHO OH ObUI C HUIM Ha KOPOTKOM HOTe, BIPOYEM, OH TYT e mornpaBuiics: — Maructp bepH.

— Bul ero 3Haere? — Ha Arpuca 3HAKOMCTBO OapOHa ¢ OOHMM W3 TepBbIX JnIl iMniepun mpo-
U3BEJIO BIEYaTJICHUE.

— Berpeuanuck, — yKJIOHUMBO OTBETHI OAPOH. — §l TOTOB MOAOKAATh €ro 3/1eCh Ha Oepery u...
pacckasarbh 000 BCEM.

— A ecnu MarucTp 3aHsT? — K ATPUCY BEpHYJIaCh ero OObIYHAsI HEJJOBEPUYMBOCTb.

— ITpocTo Ha3oBUTE MOE UMSL.

OH npou3HEC ITO HACTOJIBKO CIIOKOMHO M MPOCTO, YTO 51 HE ycoMHMWIach. KTo ke OH TakoW,
0apoH, KOTOPHIA HE COMHEBAETCSI, YTO OIUH U3 BHICIINX MaroB OpOCHUT BCE U MPUEET IO MEPBOMY
ero cjoBy? A Beb OH BPsiJI JIM HAMHOTO cTapiie Arpuca.

Wckarp maructpa BepHa He mpunuioch U oOBSICHATH eMy Toxke. 1o MocTy yepe3 poB Ham
HABCTpeuy JIeTeNIM cpady TPU OOEBBIX IMIAT3MHCKUX siimepa Mbl HEBOJIBHO MPHIACPKATA HAIIUX,
3aCTaBUB MX OTCTYIIUTH K NepwiaM. BUIIHEBas MaHTHS NEPBOrO BCAIHUKA OTBETUIIA Cpa3y Ha BCe
BOIPOCHI, KPOME OTHOTO €JMTHCTBEHHOTO U CAMOT'0 MHTEPECHOT'0: KTO ke BCE-TaKHM TAKOU 3TOT OapoH
Poan Opro?

— Huuero yauBuTenbHOrO, — MPOBOAMII €r0 B3MISAAOM Arpuc. — Beicie mMaru 4yBCTBYIOT
BCIUIECK CTUXUU HAa PACCTOSIHUU. — BOT ¥ IMycTh 3a00HO pa3oupaercsi, KTO TAKOK ITOT UyXkak.

I[To ToHy s MOHSTA, YTO Arpuc TIO-TIpeXKHEMY HACTPOCH MPOTUB TaK HEOKUJIAHHO TOSBUBIIIC-
rocsi rocTsl.

— Iymaeriib, 3T0 OH IPOOYIHII CTUXMIO BObI? — yTOYHMI BeO.

Onu 06a exaJi BIiepey, U 51 BUjIeNa, Kak B OTBET Arpuc rnoxan ryiedamu. OH HEeMHOTO TIOMOJI-
yaJl, a IOTOM OTBETWUJI C 3aMETHOI HENPUSI3HBIO B I'OJIOCE:

— Mar wim HeT, HO TUT OYeHb ITOJO3PUTETbHBIM.

— Tol cepré3Ho? — Beb pa3BepHysics k Opaty BceM TesioM. — Tebe mpocTo MoKa3aioch, YTO OH
3auHTepecoBasics Tapdu. Ito peBHOCTH, Opart.

Be6 OGpocu B3I B MOIO CTOPOHY M HEOKUIAHHO TMO-TIPUATEIbCKY MOAMUTHYI. [IpsiMo Kak
B CTapble 100pbie BpeMeHa. A ... 1 oTBeTH/Ia eMy BBIMYyYeHHOH YJIBIOKOW, OYeHb HA/IesCh, YTO OH
MOCYUTAET €€ UCKPEeHHeH. A emié s 00s1ach, YTO MOBEPHETCS ATPUC U IIPOYUTAET YTO-HUOYIb HE TO
B Moux Ma3ax. He noBepHyscs. BypkHys 4TO-TO HEBpa3yMHUTENIbHOE U NOCHA SIILEpa BOEPEN.
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Ocrartok MmyTH Mbl Ipozeiany B Momdanuu. OH ObUT KOPOTKHIA, HO ¥ MBI ITYCTUJIM CBOUX Pell-
TWIMH aroM. Tak 4To BpeMsi OyMaTh, [TOKa HUKTO HE CJIEAMT 3a BbIPAXKEHUEM MOETO JIULA, Y MEHs
obu10. 1 0 4é€M momymMats, Toxe OBbLIO.

Sl He MorIa OTAENaThCsl OT MBICJIH, YTO HEBOJIBHO CpPaBHMBAIO OapoHa M CBOEro xeHuxa. Her,
s10oT Poan He kpacusee Arpuca. Het Toil apuctokpaTuHOM yTOHYEHHOCTH. HO B HEM CTOJIBKO CHUJIBI,
yBEpPEeHHOCTH. BHU3Y KMBOTA pa3iMiIoch TOMUTENIbHOE olryenue. Yto 3a 6pen? Ilouemy s He Mory
He qymarth 0 HEM? O 3amaxe XBOM U CIIELUM, O NMEePEeKATHIBAIOIIMXCS MO/ TOHKON TKaHbIO I'PYIHBIX
MBIIIIIAX, O KareiabKax Bofbl. .. BocmomuHanue o 6:1M30CTH, B KOTOPOM MbI OKa3aJIMCh, KOT/Ia OH MEHS
MOMMaJI, BHI3BAJIO MPWIKMB KPOBU K JinIly. U 3T0 He ocTanoch He3aMeueHHbIM.

Korma mbI ciemmBasuck, Be6 cripocuit ¢ 3a00To# B rojoce:

— Tadpu, To1 300poBa? Jluno roput. Tebe Hago Obl IepeoaeThes: OOBICTpEe.

— 41 B nopsake.

XoTd Kakoe TyT B nopsiike? Kak e He BOBpeMsi IPUHECIIO 3TOro 3araJjouHoro 6apoHa. 3aBTpa
oOpydeHwue, a s1 JyMaio 0 KOM yroHO, TOJIbKO He 0 OyayiieM Myxke. Ha myiie crano coBceM TOCKJIMBO.

ArpHc npUCTaIbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSL:

— He xBarasio, 4toObl ThI IpOCTHUTA. Byziens 3aBTpa unxaTh BO BpeMs IEPEMOHUH.

Kak e xosonHo mpo3Byyait ero rojioc. nu s npuaupaiocsk? Kak He nmoxoxe Ha TOT XpUIUIOBa-
THII HU3KUH ¢ OapXaTHBIMA HOTKAMU, KOTOPBIN 0O0)Hrasl MO€ yxo. [Ipu oHO¥ 3TOM MBICTH TTyOOKO
BHYTPU HETIOHATHO OTKY/A MOSIBUJINCH U CXJIECTHYJIMCh jKapKHe BOJHBL. A Ha KOXe€ PyKH MOSIBUIIUCDH
TE camble Mypalllki. Bojie3HeHHO cajIkoe OIyIleHuE.

— JI-ma, MeHst MOpO3UT HEMHOTO, — BbIIaBUIIA 5. — 51 moliay K ceoe.

— Tebst npoBooUTH? — BcTpeBOXMIICS Beo.

— 41 cnpaBiiock, O6part, — yxke He cAepkuBast pa3apaxeHus, PhIKHYI Arpuc.

Ay MeHs BHYTpH Bc€ ckanochk. [laxke y Beba B rooce mpo3Bydyasio HaCTOSIIEE OPyKECKOe
yuactre. A Arpuc... OH pearupyer Tak, CJIOBHO oOeperaer CBOl COOCTBEHHOCTb. [la, UMeHHO co0-
CTBEHHOCTb.

HagepHoe, 51 BipsiMb TPOCTBLIA, TOTOMY UTO [TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MOACTYNAIOT K IJ1a3aM CJIE3BI.
4 Bceraa, xoraa 60s1e10, CTAaHOBIIOCH M3JTUIITHE SMOIIMOHATBHOM.

Arpuc nogomién, codnpasich MOMoUb MHe criemmuTbesl. Ho s ycrena cockonb3HyTh ¢ JIeTl u
chesaja mar B CTOPOHY, YTOOB! M30eXaTh MPUKOCHOBEHUsI. Majio mpUsATHOrO, KOraa y 0OOMX MOK-
past HaCKBO3b OICKA, J1a Y Arpuca oHa B IIpUAady KO BceMy emié u odJervieHa meckom. Tak ym?
Tyt ke cnpocuna s ceOs1. Teo BCHOMHIIIO, KaKk COBCEM HEJABHO S CTOsUIA, MPHIKABIIUCH IEKOW
K OOKMTalolM Aaxe 4epe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb JIMTBIM pesibe(dHBIM MBIIIaM dyxkaka. VI MHe He ObUIo
HENPUATHO, OTHIOb.

[IpeononeBast COOCTBEHHOE CONPOTUBJIEHHE, 5 ONEepiIach Ha PyKy Arpuca.

Jlopa axHyna nipu Bujie MeHsl. U s OpICTpO MpeIBOCXUTHIIA OCTaibHbIe Bompockl. CoBpasia, He
a8 Ha Arpuca:

— 4 ynana B BOLy.

— ITo3aboThcs 0 He, — cyxo cka3an Mol xkeHux. — LlenuTens npuriacu, 4roOsl He 3a001ena
70 3aBTpa.

«Jlo 3aBTpa? A MOTOM MOXHO, fa?» — 4yTh HE BBIPBAJIOCH Y MEHS, HO MPHUKYCUJIa CBOM 3JI0U
U pa3IpakEHHbINA SI3BIYOK.

— Hemnpemenno. Criacu6o, 4to criacim e€, Baiie CUsTeJIbCTBO.

He cpa3y s cooOpasuna, uro Jlopa MCTONKOBaJa MO-CBOEMY MOKPYIO U TPS3HYIO ONEKIY
Arpuca. A OH He cTaJl OTHEKMBAThLCS, MPUHUMAsI OJIarolapHOCTh 3a TO, 4ero He jaenan. KocHyrncs
rybamMu MOEro 3amsICThsl U, KOPOTKO TOIMPOIIABIINCH, YITIET.

S ucnpiTana obneryeHue U OJHOBPEMEHHO C TPYAOM yaepikasiach, YTOOBI He MOTEPETh MECTO
X0Jo/iHOTO Torenys. O4YeHb YK XOTeJIOCh CTePEeTh OTIEUYaToK.
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Jlopa nomoria n306aBUThCS OT MOKPOU OJICK b, M MEHS ISUCTBUTENILHO Hauasio Tpsicti. Ho Ha
MOE cyacThe MOsi TeHb He TIepBbIil pa3 BCTpevaja MeHsl MMOcje OXOThl M MIPUMEPHO 3Hajia, KOrjaa s
BO3BpAIAlOCh, U YTO MHE HYXHO. Bc€ y Heé ObuTO TOTOBO 3apaHee. [ToatoMy yepe3 mapy MHUHYT s
yXke cujesia B BAHHOU ¢ ropsieii BoIoH B o0iake TyIIMCTol reHbl. BoT Tonbko ¢ apomarom Jlopa He
yrajgana. [leHa naxJjia XBOMHBIM JIECOM, X MEHSI HAUaJIO TPSICTU YKe He OT XOJIo/a.

Ha uto co muo? Tapdu, npuau B cedss. BpemenHoe mompauenue paccyaka. U ects ¢ yero.
CHauaJia MeH B Jiecy, I7ie s IPUBBIKJIa 6e3005I3HEHHO OPOIUTSD C IETCTBA, XBaTaeT KAaKOW-TO MY KJIaH.
[ToToM 1 OKa3bIBAIOCH PSIOM C TIONTYPa3AeThIM HE3HAKOMIIEM, KOTOPBI COBEPIIIEHHO OeCIIepeMOHHO,
Hapylias Bce MpUInyiusi, pa3misibiBaeT MeHs. Ho camoe yxacHoe, 4To MeHs 3TO He Bo3mymiaer. S
TUIABJTIOCH TIOJ] €r0 BOCXUINEHHBIM B3IJISAOM. A KOIJIa BOJHA MPUHOCUT MEHs B ero o0baTHs. .. O,
TYT Jiyullie He gymatb. HaBaxxaenue. U 51 ¢ ronoBoi norpyxarock B BOAY.

Ho u 3710 He criacaet. Boa Msrko KoJblercsi, 0OOHIMasi MOE OOHAKEHHOE TeJI0, Pa3lesisisch Ha
CKOJIb3IIIIUE TIOTOKH, MOMJIAKKUBAs B TEX MECTaX, KOTOPhIX HUKOMY He MO3BOJIUTENIBbHO KacaThes. Ho
MOYEMY-TO UMEHHO cefyac sl BCOMUHAIO O CTEKAIOIIUX IO YIIPYroMy pesibe(hHOMY Ipeccy Karesib-
kax. U aToT 00pa3 neperuieTaeTcsi ¢ BOCMOMUHAHUEM O HEYasTHHBIX OOBATHSX.

$1 BHIHBIpHUBAIO OMITYIIEHHAS W 33[J0XHYBIIIAsICS, YTOOBI CHOBA BIOXHYTh JEP3KUI U HACTONYH-
BbIil XBOWHBINA apoMar.

— Jlopa! — s 4yTh He mIauy. A, MOXET, U IJIayy, HO JIMLIO MOKPOE, U HUKTO HE YBUIUT MOUX
CIIES.

— Yro ¢ Bamu, rocrnioxa? Kro Bac oOuaen? — ko MHe MojjieTaeT BcTpeBokeHHas Jlopa.

— C yero Tl B3s11a? — s IBITAIOCh BJIOKUTH B CBOM IOJIOC CLIOKOMHOE YAUBJIEHUE, HO HEBOJIbHBIT
BCXJIUI BBIJAET MEHSI.

— Yo cyyrioch TaKOro Ha 0XoTe? — BOIPOCOM Ha BOIPOC OTBEYAET OHA.

S1 oTpunaTeIbHO MOTAIO TOJIOBOM, 3aKycuB ryOy. He mory. BriepBble He MOTy BBIBAIMTH €l BCE,
4yTO Ha aymie. MokeTr, IOTOMY 4TO cama ellé He MOHsIa, YTO CO MHOM.

— Bcé B nopske.

— 41 BBI3BaJIA LIETTUTENA.

— He nano. 4 3mopoBa. [laBaii mojoTeHie.

— Ho Toraa mo3BosbTe BBIMBITH BaM roJioBy. Kyjia Bbl coOpastich ¢ KJIOUbsIMHU ITEHBI B BOJIOCAX, —
PeIIUTENILHO OCTAaHABJIMBAET MEHSI OHa.

[Mpuxonurcs moquuHuThesA. EE mpuBbIuHas 3a00Ta, 3HAKOMBIE IPUKOCHOBEHUS PYK OTBJIEKAIOT
MEHsI OT CTPAaHHBIX HEMPWINYHBIX MBIC/ICH W MPUIIYLIAIOT HOIOIIKE OIIYIIEHUsI B TPYJU U BHU3Y
KUBOTA.

I'nmaBHOE HE nymarth.

A TIOTOM 51 JIOJITO CUXKY, 3aBEPHYTAsl B TEIUIOE MOKPBIBAJIO, I'Pesi PYKU O YallIKy C FOpSYUM
MaopH ¥ He OIIyIIast BKyca, METKUMH OOKHTAIOIIUMU TIIOTKAMU IThI0 CBOM JIIOOMMBIN HArmUTOK. JIopa
no0aBMIa IPSMO B HETO HECKOJIBKO JIOKEK MAJMHOBOTO BapeHbsl, HO CKBO3b BCE apOMaThl JIEP3KO
npoOUBaeTCs 3arax Crelyy, Ha3BaHue KOTOPOU 51 He MOTY BCTIOMHHMTb.

He nymars He nonyyaercs.
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I'naBa 4. Poan. Maructp bepn

I'maBHOe He aymath. OH U He Aymall, IPOCTO CMOTpe el Benel. MasieHbKasi XpyIKas IeBOUKa,
BKYCHO TMaxXHYIIasi MAJTUHOW U BEPECKOM, ye3:Kasla BMECTEe CO CBOUM KEHHUXOM.

B tor MmomenT, korga Poan nepexBarui e€, He JaBasi ynacTh, €My MOKa3aloch, YTO OHA YYB-
CTBYET TO %€, UTO U OH. [IeBOUKa JI0BEpUMBO MPUXKAJIACh K €ro IPpy/u, 3aTauB AbIXaHUE, CJIOBHO Mepe-
MyraHHasi MaJieHbKasi siiepka. TombKo CTyK cepilia BbijiaBai e€, TaKOH ke ObICTPbIN U TPEBOKHBIM,
KaK U y Hero. A MoToM OHa 3asiBUJIa, YTO BCETO JIUIIb HEHA/I0JIro MoTepsiyia co3HaHue. Ml BHyTpu Hero
pazzaasncs OCKOPOJIEHHBIN PBIK.

Ceituac B pacTpeBOXeHHOM X paHUJIMIIE OylleBaIu CTUXUH, Bce TpU. Bo3ayx pasayBan miams,
BOJIa KMIIENA, 3aKPy4MBasACh CIMPabI0. M1 KTO-TO OrpOMHBIN NIBITAJICS BBIPBATHCS U3 ITOTO OTHEHHO-
BOJsIHOro cMepya. Eme HeMHoro, 1 péOpa TpecHyT, paciiupaeMble U3HYTPH.

B mazax crano TemHo. PoaH nokaunyscs 1, HaBepHoe, yrai Obl, eciii Obl €ro He nojjiepxaia
cuibHas pyka. Kto-To nmomor omyctutbest Ha TpaBy. CKBO3b IIIyM B YIIIax MPOOWIICS 3HAKOMBIH T0JI0C:

— [pimu, Po. BeriomuHait, yeMy te0st yumiiu.

Ha conneunoe cruiereHue Jieria JiaJloHb.

— Bupixaii MeJieHHO, 3aKpy4YrBail CTUXUH B OMH 0OIIMH map. Beinox — cxxumaii. CriokoliHee,
HE JJaBail UM pa3JeIUThCA.

Ot nagoHn ucxoauia yMUpOTBOpsIomas mpoxiana. Ha Beigoxe KiyOOK, COCTOSAIIMI U3 BO3-
OYILIHBIX, BOASHBIX K OTHEHHBIX CTPYU, HAUMHAJI COIIPOTUBJIATBCS, HO €I0 TYT KE OTITYCKAJIU HA BIOXE,
obMaHyB oxuanus. C KakIpIM BIOXOM-BBIIOXOM Oypsi B XpaHWJIMIIE CTaHOBUJIach BcE Tuine. U B
raszax Poana noceemiesno. PsioM ¢ HUM Ha 3emJie cuzen U yJbloasics BO BCIO MMPb Maructp bepH.

— Ian4a bepen.

— 51 Bcerna B Te0s Bepui1. He Moryiu onu He nnpoOynuthes. ['oBopu. Kak 310 npousomnio?

IMepen rmazamu Poana cHoBa Bo3HMKJA crieHa Ha Oepery, Taddu, npsaymascs 3a ciuHOM
BBICOKOMEpPHOTO OapoHeTa. PoaH cTucHY: 3yObl. 3aTuxiuii 66U10 1o pEOpamMH Imap CHOBa 3aBOPO-
yaJIcs.

— Her, He Haio, MOMOIYM, — MarucTp MPUCTAIBHO U3YyYall I71a3a PoaHa, 1axe OTTAHYJI aJIbLIEM
HIKHEe BEKO MpaBoro. M ynoBineTBOpEHHO XMBIKHYI. — Thl Bc€ emg HectabmiieH. Ceituac, 4ToObI
3arHaTh 3Bepsl B XPaHWIMILE, HY’)KHO XOTsI Obl HECKOJIKO MUHYT HE JyMaTb O TOM, YTO TeOs Tak
BCTPAXHYJIO.

— Kakoro 3Beps?

— Toro camoro, — MarucTp paccMesicsl U MOTEP PyKH. — ITO JIydllast HOBOCTh 32 IOCJIEJHEES
BpeMs. B MMniepun nosiBiisieTcst HOBBIM JPAKOH.

— Tol yBepeH, asaaa?

— Crymaii, Tebst Ha cBeTe He ObLIO, KOT/Ia 51 YaMITOB CXKUTaJl, YTOOBI TBOSI MaTh. . .

— CrTor, 3Ty UCTOPMIO 5 Pa3 ABECTH CJIbILIAT U CTOJIBKO K€ YMTA B yUeOHUKaX.

— Hy a, 3Hauwur, u e comHeBaiicsi. OH npockimaercs. CoBceM Masbil. M 4ToObI OH He MOIIEN
Bpa3HoC, TeOe MPUIETCS MPepBaTh ITOT PEil]l U OTHPABUTHCS B AKAIEMUIO.

— 51 He Mory OpocuTb OTpsAA.

— Ormyno cMoxenib. Kapruc cnipaButcs. TBo€ mpoOyxaeHne ceiiyac — caMoe BakHOE COOBI-
tve B IMnepunu.

Poan nokavai ronosou.

— 4 BouH. U 4 3Ha10, YTO TakO€ BHUMATEJIBHOCTb U OCTOPOKHOCTb. Be3BOJIBHOM MIpyLIKOW
cruxui He craHy. CerogHs OHM 3aCTajd MEHs BPAcCIUIOX, TOJBKO ITOTOMY YTO I 9TOTO HE OXMIAI.
Ho nosepste, Maructp bepH, — 310 po3Byyao cyxo U XkECTKO, — 51 CIIPaBJIIOCh. Bbl MEHs rotoBuIn
CTOJIBKO JIET K BHE3aITHOMY MPOOYKICHHIO ¥ K TOMY, YTO 9TO MOKET IIPOM30MTH BIAIU OT BCEX MOHX
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yuduTesiel, 4To MPOCTO CTHIIHO BOT TaK Cpa3y XBATaThCs 32 TOJTY Balllell MAaHTHUH, CJIOBHO 51 MAJIOJIET-
HUIA peOEHOK. S Oyny mpeBpaiarh TEOpUIo B MPAKTUKY MPSMO BO BpeMsl peraa.

— Ho 6e3 AkagemMuu Tl HE CMOKEIIIb OBJIAJICTh BCEMH TOHKOCTSMU pabOThI CO CTUXUSIMH.

— Bcemu — Her. Bot nocsie peiiia u petmm.

Hexkoropoe Bpemst maructp bepr O6ypasui PoaHa ria3zaMu. A MoToM YCMEXHYJICS YTOJIKOM PTa.

— IMocmotpum. Kapruc urto ckazan? CKoOIbKO JHEN Bbl TPOBEAETE B 3aMKe ?

— JIBa, MOXeET, TpH.

— Xoporo, s noHadmonao 3a Todor. Ho 3armoMHu, eciu s MmoiMy, 4To He CIPaBJISIeNIbCs,
OTIPABJIIO MOJ KOHBOEM B CTONUIYy. M oMeIaTh MHe HUKTO HE CMOXET.

— CripaBiioch.

— A ceifuac, — TpOIOJIKIIT MATUCTP, — 51 JIOJDKEH MOHATH, YTO MIMEHHO 3/1eCh IIPOU3O0IILIO, U KaK
3TO MPETOIHECTH B 3aMKe.

Paccka3z Poana momyuwmicss KOpOTKUM H CyXuM. VI3 Hero vicuesny movtd Bce MOIpOOHOCTH.
OcraJics TONBKO CTapImil U3 6apoHEeTOB, KOTOPHIi BhiBesl Poana u3 ceds. U Torna Boga cama codoi
3aKpyTUJIaCh CMEPYEM.

— Tl 31O Cepre3HO? — JleBast OpOBb MarvcTpa mosiesna Ha j100. — M3-3a kakoro-To comsika? U
THI JIyMaellib, sl IOBEPIO B 3Ty cKa3Ky? S1 ke BIKy, Kak TIIATeIbHO Tl MOIOMpaels ciiosa. bpock, Po,
YTOOBI HAYYUTh TeOs1, KaK Jep:KaTh CTUXUH B Y3/, 5 IOJDKEH 3HaTh, HA YTO OHU TaK OTPEarupoBasIy.
S Tak moHMMalo, ObLIM CUiIbHBIE SMoLMHK. [leBsaTh MaroB CoBeTa ABalaTh ABa roja OWJINCH C 3TOR
po0OJIeMOiA, a THI IOJIUIITb, TTBITASICh CKPBITh. U 0T KOoro? OT MeHs, OT, CUMTall, CAMOTO OJTM3KOTO MOCIIe
POIHM YeJIOBeKa.

Poan HeBeceno ycMexHyIIcs, MPUOTKPBUT POT, CIIOBHO XkeJlasi OTBETUTh, HO TYT e 3aKPbLJ €ro
CHOBA.

— Mmure sxeHIuHy, — 3alyMYMBO IMPOTSHYJI MATUCTP, M PoaH B3IporHyi1. A Maructp, He oopa-
111asi BHUMaHKS Ha €T0 peakiuio, Mpoaosukil. — Cyas 1o ToMy, YTO MHE HaBCTpedy IOMaiach BCEro
JIMIITH OTHA MaJIeHbKas X035IiKa OOJIBIIIOro 3aMKa, 3TO JI0Ub rpada.

KityOok cTuxmii cHOBa 3aIlieBesTWIICS B 0OIACTH COTHEYHOTO CIuieTeHust. Box, Bbigox. B ropine
3aXKIJI0 OTHEM, 3aKJIOKOTasI0. Henb3st 1ormycTuTh HOBOro Beriecka. OH I0MKEH A0Ka3aTh, YTo CIOCOo-
OeH KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CTUXUU, MHAUe HOOPBIN A5 bepcy mpeBpatuTcs B rpo3HOro mMaructpa bepHa.
Bnox, Bbinox. «[Tomomum, Apyr, s TeOst 9yBCTBYI0». [IpoMeNTbKHYIA SMOIMS YIUBIICHUS, IIPUHAJIC-
*karasi He PoaHy, HO moiiMaHHast UM Kak cBosi coOcTBeHHasi. U Bc€ cTuxio.

— A, MOXeT, ¥ CIIPaBUIIILCS, — MPOOOPMOTAIT MATUCTP, MPHUCTATBHO HAOMIONABIINIA 32 BHYTPEH-
Helt bopbOoii oforeuHoro. Ha 3ToT pa3 B ero royioce 3By4asio oqoOpeHve.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHM CHIEN MOTYA.

— A OHO ¥ K JIy4IlieMy, — HEO’KMJAHHO TIOBECeJIesl MarucTp.

Poan Gpocuit Ha Hero HeIoyMEBAIOIINIA B3IJISI.

— 51 06 3TOM Beruiecke. HezameueHHbIM OH He octanetcs. I 910 Ham Ha pyKy. C peIropHpIMu
apUCTOKpaTaMy BEYHbIE MMPOoOIeMbl. YeM Jajibilie OHM OT TPAHMIIBI, TEM MEHbIIE TOPST KeJaHueM
yuyacTBoBarth B 3amute Vmnepuu. [lo yero 10110, cefiuac 1mo TUTYJIOBAHHBIM BHICOKOMEPHBIM BJla-
AeTensiM Bposie OApOHOB e37AT reHepasibl, a K TAKUM, Kak rpad 1’ Apnie, — bepcr HeOpexKHO MOTHYT
TOJIOBOW B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, — OTIpaBuwinch maru u3 CoBera.

— Tax Tbl 371€CH. ..

— CwmentHo ckazatb. I'pad yxe BTOpo ieHb UINET MOBOJ HE OTIIPABUTH HA TPAHMILY JBA JECATKA
BOMHOB. V1 3TOT TBO# BCIUIECK CHJTBI OUEHb JIA)Ke KCTaTH.

— U 4T0 TH €My CcKaxelb?

— Paseeruuku yamrios. U 6yny Heman€ék ot UCTUHBL. 3-3a Ipopex Ha rpaHuIle 3eMJIsSHBIC BCE
yarie MpopbIBAIOTCS BIyOb HAIMX TeppuTOpuil. IM Hy)eH TOT KyCOK, IJie MPOXOIUT Hall eAuH-
CTBEHHBII TOproBblil TpakT Ha CeBep. M 3aXBaTUTh OHU MOCTapaloTcsl He TONbKO 3amMok Illarpen Ha
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BbE3JIE B yIIEJbe, HO U Bce Onu3iexaliye 3eMiI BAojb cteHbl. Hu oqun Binagerens [Ipearopes He
CMOXeT YyBCTBOBATh ce0s1 B O€30MaCHOCTH.

— Ho kak Tbl OOBSICHUIIIb, YTO OHU UCIIOJIb30BAJIM CTUXUIO BOIBI? Pa3Be He mpoiiie 3eMJIsTHbIM
UCIIONIb30BaTh COOCTBEHHYIO?

— 9, Po, ThI BCE-TaKW HUYETO €I He CMBICIUIID B TToUTUKE. [Toka oHM He HaGepyTCs CUIT ISt
OCHOBHOTO y/apa, Tak U OyayT MOKYChIBaTh B pa3HbIX MecTax. [Ioka BoiiHa He 0ObsiBIeHa OpUIH-
QJIPHO, MIX KapaBaHbI TaK ke CIIOKOMHO XOAT Yepe3 HaIllM 3eMJIM, KaK U Bce mpodre. JlocMaTpuBaioT
WX, KOHEYHO, YyTh TIIATeTbHEee, HO M TOJNBKO. A ¢ HAYaJIOM BOWHBI OYIyT MEPEKPHITHl BCE TPOTIHL.
[ToaToMy celiyac OHM CTApAIOTCsl HUTAE HE IPOSIBUTH CBOIO CTUXMIO. A JJIs1 9TOTO CYIIECTBYIOT apTe-
dakThl. BoT 3TOT, K NIpUMeEpy, — MarucTp MOAOPOCHI Ha JIaJI0OHU JIJIOBBIN aKBaMapuH, — sI HaIles
371eCh. DTO pa3psiKeHHbIN apTredakT Bobl. KTo ckaxer, 4To 310 He Tak?

—IonsarHo. Tel Xouen s yoeauTs rpada, 4To YaMITbl TOIKUHYIIH 3apsKeHHBIN apTehakT APyrou
cTUXUn?

— Bepno, — ycmexnyiics bepcu. — U gake He coMHeBaiicsi, OH MHE TIOBEPHUT.

— A 3aueM UMeHHO 31ech? PoiOy rymmTs?

— A BOT 00 3TOM He Oecriokorics. 3aBTpa Oosbias oxota. Pacuér Ot Ha camoro rpada 1 Apie.
Ciy4aifHOCTb, YTO €ro KpOBHasi pOACTBEHHHMIIA OKa3ajiach Ha Oepery Ha CyTKM paHblile, — B TOJI0ce
MarvcTpa 3Bydasa Takas yoexxaEHHOCTb, YTo PoaH roToB 1 cam ObUT Ha4aTh BEPUTh.

Jlaxxe mpe/icTaBuiI Ha OAHO MTHOBEHHME, YTO 3TO NpaBaa, U Taddu Morna oka3arbCs B OMacHO-
CTH BMECTO CBOETO OTIIA.

— Ho Beap 310 10%KDB?

— XurpocTtb, — nonpasui Maructp. — CoxpaHuM TBOE MHKOTHUTO — 3TO pa3. ['pad monmer,
YTO OTIPABUTH OTPsI HAa TPAHUILy HEOOXOAMMO — 3TO 1Ba. Hy M cTaHyT OCTOpOXKHEe, UTO TOXe He
JIMIIIHEE, — 3TO TpU. MM ke Ha 1osb3y.

— A eciu He oBepsT?

— B 3amke HeT MaroB, KpoMe MeHs.

— Kaprucy ckaxenin?

— Her, eMy TOXe€ ITOKa HU CJI0OBa.

BowHbl, nprexasiye ¢ MarucTpoM, MOCIYIIHO YCTYIHIM CBOMX siiepoB PoaHny u ero opau-
Hapiry, o3ToMy B BopoTa PoaH Brexai Bcies 3a bepcu 6e3 3aiepKKy ¥ JIMIITHAX PacCIIPOCOB.

He ycrmien oH criemmThesi, Kak MHOTOTOJIOCHE TOJIIBI B 3aMKOBOM JIBOPE MPOPE3aJl 3bIYHBINA I'0JI0C
Kspruca.

—I'apnu, mpoBOaY €ro CUATENLCTBO B OTBEAEHHBIE KOMHATHI. [ loroam-ka, — 310 OH yxe Poany: —
Hy u Buz... Yto tam cayuniock Ha o3epe? CHavana 1Ba napHs ¢ I0HOH JIeW IPUMEPHO B TAKOM Ke
COCTOSIHUM, TE€TIepb THI.

Poan 6ecriomoriiHo ormsiHyscs Ha MarucTpa. OH He MPUBBIK U3BOPAUYMBAThLCS. 3aTO0, MOXOXKE,
st bepcu, MCKyIIEHHOTO B IBOPIIOBBIX UHTPHUTax, IpodieM He ObLIO.

— IIpuger, Kapt. Bereck 6oeBoii marun. Ho BOT YTO M Kak, HaJlO BBISICHSITb, — BBIPYYHIT
MAarucTp, He COJIraB, HO U HUYEro, B CYIIIHOCTH, He 0OBbsICHUB. — S pa3zdepych.

— He comHeBatoch, Baia cBETJIOCTb, — K9pTHC MOKJIOHWICA.

Marucrp nosepnyics k Poany:

— Tlepeonenaiicss u OpicTpo oOpatHO. S uay k rpady, TeOs MpeACTaBIo, HY, U CBOM BOMPOC
penty. Jlymaio, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OyJeT CroBOpYMBee.

Cruxuu gamm o ceGe 3HaTh, enBa Poan Beies 3a bepen Bomén B OarHio BiageTens. CHavana

CJIOBHO 3Mesl U3 KOP3MHBI OpOISYEro AyI0YHHUKA TIOJHSIIA TOJIOBY BOJA. 3a Hell MOTSIHY/IMCh OTOHb U
BO31yX. PoaH 3ameuvi miar, npuciaymBasich K TOMY, 4TO IPOMCXOOUT BHYTPU.
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— Nntepecno, — mpodopmoTan maructp. — [Toka oH Bener ceds Bronxe npuinyHo. He Bmeru-
Baiics, 51 XOUy MOHAOJIONIATh, HA YTO OH pearupyer.

Poan yxe Hauanm IOraabiBaThCsl, HO HUYEro He OTBETWJI, TOJNIBKO KMBHYJ. U TyT ke Ha Hero
Hakatuio. Cpa3y, moutu MrHoBeHHO. OOOHsIHUE, 3peHHe, CIIyX CTaId OCTpee HACTOJbKO, 4To PoaHa
Ka4HYJIO, ¥ OH, CIIOTKHYBIIIKCh, ONIEPCS PYKOH O CTEHY.

Bepcu Toxe OCTaHOBWJICA, OTJISIAEN JUTMHHBIA KOPUIOP U, TOJIBKO YOEAUBIIUCH, YTO OH IYCT,
nosepHyJcs K Poany.

— Yt0 uyBCTBYeIb?

Ot nonHOTH omynieHnid Poan He cMor cpasy oTBeTuThb. la M Kak OOBSICHUTH HaXJIBIHYBILIEE
MOHMMAaHHME, YTO JI0 CHX ITOP ThI OBLI CJIETI ¥ ITTYX, a BOT TeNepb Mepes] TOOOW OTK PhIJICSt MHOTOT PAaHHBIH
MHUP.

— Tam, — OH noka3zaJt Bepén, — 3a IOBOPOTOM JIBa YEJIOBEKA. {1 CIIbIIy, KaK CTy4ar ux cepaua.
W or onHOro 13 HUX HECET KapeHbIM JIYKOM. 371ech, — PoaH TKHYJ majblieM B COJHEYHbIN JIyd, —
pazyra: ceMb OTTEHKOB, OT (PHOJIETOBOTO JJO KPacHOro.

[Ipo TO, 4TO COBCEM HEJABHO MO 3TOMY K€ KOPHUIOPY MPOIIEN KOe-KTO, OCTaBUBILIHUI MOCIe
ceOs1 TOHKUI apoMaT MaJIMHBl ¥ Bepecka, PoaH ymomaar.

— 3aBunyio, — B300xHYJ bepcu. — Takasi 9yBCTBUTENBHOCTD JOCTYITHA TOJBKO ApakoHaM. OH
OYeHb OBICTPO MPOCHITALTCSI.

— W 4ro, s Teneppb Bcerga Tak Oydy CHBIIIATh U BUAETD?

— Her, ceituac npoiaér. [loka gpakoH MpOCHIIaeTCsl, YyBCTBUTEILHOCTD Oy/IeT 000CTPSIThCS
HECKOJIbKO pa3 B CYTKH, OT Mapbl CEKYH/I IO HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT. [I0TOM ThI HAYYHIITbCS CIIPABJISTHCS.
A ecn nocyImaenibcsi MeHsI U OTIPABUIILCS B AKaJEMHUIO, TO CMOXKEIb BKJIOYATh U BBIKJIIOYATh
9TH CIIOCOOHOCTH IO IIETUKY.

N bBepcn ménknyn nansuamu nepen Hocom Poana. PoaH OTYETIMBO ycbllan HEOBOJIBHOE
TakoM (paMUJIbSIPHOCTBIO PIYaHUE BHYTPH I'OJIOBHI.

Maructp KOpOTKO XOXOTHYJI:

— Maubin emié. Cepnutcest. Hy Beé, Po, niém, st mocrapaioch IpOKOHTPOJIMPOBATH TBOETO 3BEpH,
10 KpaiiHel Mepe, MmoKa Mbl OyaeM y rpada.

SIpKOCTB OIIYyIIEHMIA CXJIBIHYJIA TaK e pe3K0, KaK 1 IMpOosiBUJIach, M PoaH uctisiTan cmech ooser-
YeHUs M pa304apoBaHusl OT BO3BPAIIEHHS B IPUBBIYHBIN U Cpa3y ke 0OeJHEBIINI Cephlil MUD.

To, uTo eMy He oMepeIrIach CBEPXUyBCTBUTEIbHOCTD, MOATBEPIMIIN JBA CTPAKHUKA, CTOSI-
IIMe B HUIIIAX Cpa3y ke 3a MOBOPOTOM. 37eCh YK M APAKOHbEro OOOHSHHS He TOHAJOOMIOCh, YTOObI
MOHSTh, YTO OfIVH U3 HUX — JIIOOUTEIbh KapPEHOro JIyKa.

Cexkperapb B IpréMHOM I'pacda NOACKOYMII ITPY BUIE MarucTpa 1 HU3Ko NnokJjoHwics. He nrytka
BeJb, BEICIIINI Mar mokajIoBal.

Poan MbicnieHHO ycMexHyIicsl. Beé-Taku ynoOHO e3quTh MHKOTHUTO. TuTyan 6apoHa Mo3BoOIseT
MOYTH Ha PaBHBIX OOIIAThCS CO BCel apucTokparveil. Ho mpu 3ToM n3berarh JIMITHETO BHUMAHUS,
Yero He MoJydmsioch Obl y HacienHuKa. A ecnu Obl PoaHy motpe6oBaioch OT MECTHBIX BiajeTeNei
HeuTo OoJIbIliee, TO Ha TAKOU CITyvail Ha Iiee Y Hero ObUT THTapPHBIN MeJIaTbOH C MarHYeCKOH NeYaThio
Nwmrnieparopa. JIo cux nop nosib30BaTbCs UM HE NPUXOAUIIOCH.

Maructp BepH KMBHYJ U CKa3aj BIACTHBIM TOHOM, KOTOpbIA PoaHy penko TOBOAMIIOCH CITbI-
math y 1ooporo nsau bepen:

— Ionoxu 060 MHe 1 0 ero ceTiocty OapoHe Poane Opro.

CekpeTapb CKpbUICS 32 BHICOKOW PE3HOM JIBEPBIO, 0 OOKaM KOTOPOM 3aMepIu CJIOBHO CTaTyH
nBa reapeiina. He camarm kakue-HuOyab, onieHnn Poan. OT 0OBIMHBIX 3JI0YMBIIIIEHHUKOB Tpada
HETJIOXO OXPaHSIIOT.

— O#i, s He 3Haa, YTO TYT TaK MHOTO MOCETUTEICH.
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B nBepsix crosiia BeIcOKasi OpIOHETKA B SIPKO-KpPacHOM BedepHeM Hapsije. 1o kpaitHelt mepe,
Poany cronb rimybokoe JeKobTe JOBOAMIOCh BUIETh TOIBKO Ha Oanax. MykKCKOH B3MJIs[] MPOCTO He
MOT' HE COCKOJIb3HYTb C €€ MyXJIbIX T'YO Ha BBICOKO OTHSATYIO KOPCETOM TPYb.

KpaCOTKa 3HaJIa, KaKO€ BIICYATIICHUEC ITPONU3BOAXUT Ha MYKYHH, HO €/1Ba JIM JO0raablBaJIaCb, YTO
e€ CHUCXOJUTENbHAS YJIbIOKa HECKOJIbKO TIOPTHT BIIEUATIIEHUE. XOTsI MOXHO JIM OT JEBYIIKH, OIETON
CTOJIb BBI3bIBAIOIIC B JTHEBHOC BPEMA, 6bI.HO OXujgarb CKpOMHOﬁ yJII)I6KI/I U NMOTYIMUBIINXCA IJ1a3.

— IOnas u ocnenurenbHast rpadpuns Hlarpen, — yabpiOkoi Maructpa bepHa MoxHO ObLIO OCBe-
TUTh caMylo OOJIBINYI0 OAJTBHYIO 3Ty MMITIEPaTOPCKOro aBopiia. Bot tonpko Poan, 3HaBIIMiT Maru-
CTpa C IETCTBA, JIETKO YJIOBHJI MO IeIaHBIM BOCXUILIEHUEM CKPbITYI0 MPOHUIO.

A bepcu nmponomkuit:

— IpekpacHas rpacduHs, O3BOIBTE MPeACTaBUTh BaM OapoHa Poana Opto. Tonbko ceromHs
pUOBLUT U3 CTONMIIBL. PoaH — MO3HAKOMBCS ¢ MucC BuiieHOH, 1ouephio BiajieTeNnsl caMoi OOJIBIION
uurageu [Ipearopps.

Bo B3misage neBymiku nosiBusics XuiiHelid uHTepec. O, Poan xopouio 3Hajn Takue B3IJIS/IBL.
TuTy MII0C CTOMIIA 3aCTABJISUIA JICBUIL HAa BBIIaHBE TEpATh ToJIoBY. U XoTs BuieHa Obuia siBHO U3
TeX, KTO 3aCTaBJIsT TEPSATh TOJIOBY OPYTHX, OXOTHUYME Oeck B e€ Ia3ax MokasbiBall, 4to y PoaHa
€CThb HEKMI maHc. BOT TOJIBKO )KCHI/ITI)6EI B €I'0 IIJIaHbl HE BXOJMWJIA.

B razax aeByliku Mexay TeM MOsIBUIACh TOMHOCTb, B TOJIOCE MSITKOE BOPKOBAHMUE:

— Ouenb npusATHO, OapoH, — BuieHa, He cxons ¢ MecTa, MPOTSHYNA PyKy, U PoaH, 4ToOBI
COOJTIOCTU BEXKJIMBOCTb, ObLIT BHIHYKJICH CaM C/IeJIaTh IIar K Hel.

KpachHas nepyaTtka ¢ MMKaHTHBIM pa3pe30M HaMeKasa, YTo KacaThCs ry0amu cliefyeT MIMEHHO
HaTYIIEHHOW TMOJIOCKU KOKH, HO JIaXe JUIS YeJIOBEYECKOro OOOHSIHUS apoMaT ObUT Yyepecdyp MOIII-
HbIM. Poan mopasmoBascs, 4to OOOHsSIHUE JpakoHa ceiyac moMajkuBaeT. HakJIOHMB ToJOBy, OH
OBICTPO KOCHYJICSI TYOaMH KPACHOTO HIENKA. BHIMPSIMUTHCS IOHOCTBIO HE YCIe, 32 CITUHOW OTKPbI-
J1ach IBEPb.

Poan MHoOro pas ciplinan, Kak ypuar siuepsl, KOrja y HUX €CTb BO3MOXHOCTb IOTPEThCS Ha
COJIHBIIIIKE W MOBAISATHCS Ha TpaBke. Ho ycrblmarh mogoOHbI 3ByK BHYTPU CBOEH T'OJIOBBI CTAJIO
CIOPITPU30M.

OH noBepHyJcs. B npuémHyio u3 oTroBckoro kaduHera Boiuia Tagu, uem-to paccTpoeH-
Hasl ¢ 3aKyIIEHHOW HMXHeW ryooi. JIErkoe riaTbe 1BeTa BECEHHEH JIMCTBBI 00JIeraso e€ 3SIIHYI0
urypy. 3o0Tas BsA3b MO MOJONY M PyKaBaM Mogue€pKuBaiia 1iBeT Bojioc. Ceituac, Korja e€ rojaoBbl
KOCHYJICSI COJTHEUHBIH JTy4, BOJIOCHI 3aCHsUT OTHEM. DT0 OblTa OHA U He OHa. TpynHO ObUIO TpejicTa-
BUTb, YTO MIMEHHO €€ HECKOJIbKO 4acoB Ha3a] PoaH Bues pacTpEnaHHON, B MEILIKOBATOM MaJIbuM-
IIECKOM OJICSTHUU.

Her, mogpoctkom 3t1a 1oHast hest Oosbilie He BhITIAAEA. BeIcokasi rpy/p, py B3MJIsAIe HA KOTO-
PYIO y HETro MepexBaTUJiIo JbIXaHUe, TOHKAsl Tajusl, KOTOPYIO XOTeJIOCh 0OXBAaTUTh JagoHsamu. 1 kon-
JOBCKHE 3eJIEHBIE IV1a3a ¢ MO-B3pOCIOMY TiedasibHBIM BhIpaskeHueM. Kto mocmern e€ oouners? Ha sty
MBICTTb JJPAKOH OTpearpoBall CIepKaHHBIM, HO 'HEBHbIM pbluanueM. Barnsn Tadgu Gesyyactno
CKOJIB3HYJI IT0O MAaruCTpy, a 3aTEM OCTAHOBWICA Ha PoaHe. B HEM MeJIbKHYJIO y3HABaHUE U. .. CMYLIe-
HHUE.

Poan cam uyTth He 3aypyain, BUIs, KaK pPO30BEIOT HIEKM JEBYIIKH, KaK NPUOTKPHIBAIOTCS
ryObl, KaK OHa IBITAETCSI OTBECTH B3I, A B CIEAYIONIMIA MOMEHT 3€JIEHbIe 7132 IPEBPATUIINCDH B
JIE/IBIIIKY, U OH, MPOCJENB 32 TeM, Ky/l1a OHU CMOTPST, OOHAPYKWJI, YTO BCE emIE IEPKUT B CBOEH
PYKE U3SIIHYIO KUCTh B KPACHOM MepyaTKe.

[NomeITKa MCTTPAaBUTH CUTYaIMIO OblTa oOpedyeHa Ha Heyaauy. Taddu OpocHB paBHOIYITHOE:

— HoGporo aHs, TpaduHs, — TOPIO BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY U BHIIIUIA U3 TPUEMHOM.

ApomaT MaJIMHbI U BepecKa XJIECTHYJI IO pe3KO 00OCTPHUBIIEMYCsI OOOHSIHUIO.

Oronb 6pocusicst B ToioBy PoaHy. 30710THCTO-KpacHast TeieHa Ha HECKOJIBKO JIONTHMX CEKYH]I
CKpbUIa IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

29



C. ®eppo. «OrHeHHas IS JpaKOHA»

— Unéwm, Po, Hac 30ByT, — ToJIOC MarucTpa mpoOWIICs CKBO3b HEJIOBOJILHOE PhIYaHUE B TOJIOBE.

W on cMor B35Th ce0s1 B pyKH B KOTOPBI pa3 3a JeHb. [lepBoe, 4To yBUaeN, — yAUBIEHHO pac-
naxHyTele 1a3a rpapunn [larpen. 1o HecusbHO odecriokonio Poana. OH ¢ paBHOAYIITHOW BEKJIU-
BOCTBIO OTBECUJT HETTyOOKHIA TIOKJIOH U IIarHy/1 B KAOWHET BJIaJeTess BCJIe] 32 MarCTpOM.
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I'nasa 5. Tappu. Pucynok Ha crekJie

— Oren cka3ai To ke, 4TO U Thl. UTO IOpa MHE OCTENIEHUTHCS, UTO OXOTa — 3TO MYKCKOE JIEJIO.
YTo OH CIMIIKOM JOATO MOTBOPCTBOBAJI MOMM NpUXOTAM. M 4To, ecim MHe, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, TaK
HPABUTCS CTPEJIATh U3 JIyKa, TO JUIS 3TOrO €CTh 3aKphbiTas IUIOIIAJAKa, — s TOBOPWJIA, a K IVla3aM
MOZACTYIAJIN CIIE3BI.

Jlopa BHUMATENIBHO Ciylllasia U €11€ BHUMATEJIbHEE CMOTpEJIa Ha MEHS.

— W BBI Tak pa3BOJHOBAINCH? — HE BblIEpXKaia oHa. — M3-3a atoro? Bel Bep NOHUMaeTe, 4To
T'OCTH Pa3belyTCs, U LUEJIBbIA IOl Bbl CMOKETE CIIOKOMHO 3aHUMAThCA TEM, YTO HPABUTCH.

— A moToM? — MOM T'OJIOC COpBAJICS.

Jlopa ¢bipkHya.

— Hu 3a 4T0 He nmoBepio, 4TO y Bac BMECTe C TOCTIOAMHOM BeGpaHI0M He MOoIy4YnTCsl yTOBOPUTh
Arpuca aate Bam Oostbliie CBOOO/IB M HE OTHUMATh JIOOMMOE paspiedeHre. Her, TyT 4To-To He To.
Kro Bac Tak paccrpounn?

A orBepHynack:

— Hukro.

Hy He moruna ke s cka3arb, 4TO A0 CUX IIOp NEpe] I71a3aMu JOBOJIBHOE JINLIO BUileHH 1 €€ pyka
B pyke uyxaka. Kak ke OblcTpo oHa... Tosnbko Buepa rnoejaa ria3aMu Arpuca, a cerojis Bblluia Ha
OXOTY Ha... 1 MHe Obl pafioBaThCsl, UTO €€ UHTEPEC K MOEMY JKEHHMXY TaK ObICTPO OCTBLI, a 5 TI0YEMY-
TO pacriepexxuBayiack? Kto oH MHe? HukTto. beito Ob n3-3a yero... U TyT 5 MOHsIa ITIaBHOE.

— 51 He moGMI0 Arpurca, — BRIPBAJIOCh Y MEHSI.

7Kecrom ocraHoBMIa COOpABIIYIOCS YTO-TO cKa3ath Jlopy:

— 51 310 MoHsANa cerozHs. I HUYEro He YyBCTBYIO, a0COMIOTHO HIMYETO, KOTIa OH PSIIOM.

— A ecTb C 4eM CpaBHUBATH?

4 3amoraina ronosou. Ilycts moHnmaer, kak xo4eT. To 1M CpaBHMBATh HE C KEM, TO JIU €CTb,
HO He cKkaxy. Jla 1 0 4éM roBoputh? 10 BCE caydanHOCTh. OH npuexai u yeaer. OT 3Toi MbIC/IU B
I71a3ax IOTEMHEJIO, a B IPYIU CAABUJIO TaK, YTO f 33J0XHYyJack. [la yTo TBOpPUTCA-TO?

— Iloxoxe, ecTb, — B rosioce JIopsl 5 ycblliaja CO4yBCTBHE.

Sl nonckoumia, CIOBHO yxaJleHHast BUIlpoil. Het, He rotoBa 51 00cyxath.

— 4l morysnsito, oymHO 371€Ch, — U, Ipesk/e YeM Jlopa ycrena 100aBUTh eme XOTh CIIOBO, s BbLIe-
TeJla B KOPUAOP.

Ecnu rynsrs, To B caa. B nanbHuil-ganbHUN yrodn, rae HUKOro He ObIBaeT. Yike ceiiuac B 3aMKe,
noMHUMO BuieHbl, HECKOJIBKO MOMX OAPYT MO MaHchony. He maii Acxap, ¢ keM-HHOY/Ib U3 HUX CTOJIK-
HyTbcs. Tonbko He ceiffuac. Ceprie KolIoTUIIOCh, Kak Oemenoe. Bozayxa He xBatano. U s ocraHoBU-
JIaCh B OJIHOM U3 HUILI, PSIOM C PBILIAPCKUMHU JOCTIEXaMU, YTOObl BOCCTAHOBUTD JIbIXaHMUE.

Ham 3amMKOBBII Le/MTENb HAyYMJI MEHsI IPOCTOMY YIPaXHEHHUIO, HO 5 Mpuderaia K Hemy
peako. [ToBona He Opu10. [omymeukamu TpEX MajblEeB MATKO, HO IOBOJIBHO ITyOOKO HakaTh yepe3
3aKPBIThIE BEKH HA IIa3Hble A0JIOKU U MOAEPkKaTh HECKOIbKO CeKyH[l. KakuM aimopoM HM MUaioch
OBl cepilie, OJHOTO pa3a MHE OOBIYHO XBATaJo, YTOOBI €ro yruxoMupuTb. Ho ceromHs OblT HE MOM
aeHb. [Ipuiuiock NOBTOPUTH.

Cryk cepaua cran MeasieHHee. S Hadasa ycrioKanBaThCs.

W Hano xe, IMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT B JAJIbHEM KOHIIE KOPUIOpa pa3acs I'yJIKUU 3ByK IIaros.
BeiT U3 TEMHOM HUIIM U COEIATh BUI, YTO IIPOCTO CTOSAJIA y OKHa, IVIAAA Ha JBOP, S HE yCIeBasa.
BoT Kak 0OBACHUTD, 3a4eM s IpSAYYCh IO yI1aM B coOCTBeHHOM 3aMke? Cep/ilie CHOBa 3aKOJIOTHIIOCh
o p€opa. U s, He mpuayMaB HUYEro JIydile, Moies3nia B Y3Kylo IIelb MeXAy JOCTIeXaMu U CTEeHOH,
PUCKys1 TOpBaTh I1aThe. [1aBHOE, YTOOBI 3TH JKeJIe3sKM He 3arpeMeii, MHade MOMyqUTCs elg yxac-
Hee.
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Hwuuero pa3yMHOro B MOMX JEUCTBUSIX HE ObLIO. YTO-TO SIBHO HE TO Y MEHsI CEerOfiHsI C TOJIOBOM.
CKBO3b IIIyM B YIIIaxX JIOHECTHCh 3HAKOMbIE rojioca. f 3atanna apixanue. XoTh Obl ObICTpee MPOIILTH
MUMO. AX, Kakasi HepUATHAs CUTYallys MOKET MOy YUThCS.

HeoxunaanHo npsiMO HaIIpOTHUB HUIIM IIATW 3aMeJTUIICh.

— Her, noroau, oten, s Tebe ceiyac MOKaxy, — pa3AaBIIMICS COBCEM OJM3KO rojoc BuseHst
3aCTaBUJI MEHsI BKAThCS B CTEHY.

Camblil XyAlIUil BAPUAHT U3 BO3MOXKHBIX. B MaHCHMOHE €€ SA0BUTHIN S3bIYOK INAAUI TOJBKO
TeX, KTO TIPeIaHHO 3ariispBaI el B poT. 51 He oTHOCHIach K e€ Ommkaimemy kpyry. M XoTs oHa
CUMTAJIACh CO MHOWM COOTBETCTBEHHO MOEMY TUTYJIY, HO ciydas MOLAETh HE YIycKajla, IPUYEM Tak
JIOBKO, 4TO MPUAPAThCS U OOBUHUTH €€ B U3JEBKE ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. [lake Mpe/cTaBuTh HE MOTY,
KaKyl0 UCTOPUIO OHA COYMHUT, €T OOHAPYKUT MEHSI B STOM HEHAJIEKHOM YKPBITHH.

— Tebe Morno mokasarbcs, — ryykuii rojioc rpadga Ilarpen.

[IMaru MUHOBAIM HUIITY U OCTAaHOBWJIKICH y OJIMKAHIIIErO OKHA.

— CMmortpu, A cefiuac HaApHUCyl0, — PE3KUI 3BYK BBIIBIXa€MOI0 BO3/1yxa. — Ha HECKOJIBKO MIHO-
BEHUI1 €ro IJ1a3a CTaJIi BOT TaKUMH.

Ckpwurtyunii 3ByK, Kakoi ObIBA€T, €CJIU MAJIbIIEM IPOBECTH IO CTEKITY.

— TeGe ne mMorio okazarbcs? S1 ciblmalt, 4yTo y HaclaeAHUKA MPOOIEMBI C IPAKOHOM.

— Oret1, He ThI JIU TOBOPUJI, UYTO Y TBOEM JI0UEPH camMasl sICHasi TojloBa U3 Bcer poaHu?

— Hy, B HaOmopaTebHOCTH M YMEHUM BUIETh TO, YEro He 3aMevaloT Jpyrue, Tede He OTKa-
XKelllb, — B ToJIoce Tpada CIBIIAIOCh ON0OpEeHHeE.

Sl HeBOJILHO B3/1I0XHYJA. A BCE-TAKU €CTh, B YEM MOXKHO M03aBU10BaTh BusieHe: Moii oTell HUKO-
Ija He MPUCTYIIMBAJICA K MOMM CJIOBaM.

— A, KpoMe TOro, — MPO0JIKMIIA MOSI 3aKJISATast NOAPYTa, — eCTh CXOACTBO ¢ noprperoM. C Tem,
YTO B KHUIE O myTemiecTsur PaiiHapa. §1 yBepeHa, 4To 310 OH.

— Huxkro, kpome Tebs1, He 3ameTi1?

— Ensa mu. Bee cmoTpenu Ha 3Ty BbICKOUKY CTedky.

MeHns nokopoouiio. Bot kak, okasbiBaeTcs, Busiena 000 MHe OT3bIBaeTcsl.

— Hy, BbICKOUKa WM HET, a CaMOro 3aBUJHOTIO keHMXa rpadcrsa oTell AJisl He€ OTXBaTUIIL.

— Bot umeHHo, uTo otel, — B rojioce BusieHsl 51 yciblana HecKkpbeiBaeMoe npe3penue. — Eciu
Obl HE 9TO, X MIOMOJIBKA ellE B MIaJIeHYecTBe. .. 5 mpocto yBepeHa, uro 6apoH Illapmo yxe Teicsay
pa3 noxasien 00 3ToM perieHnH. [IopogHUTECS ¢ Hatlel ceMbEi — Oonbiiie yectu. [la m Arpuc Bceraa
CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI TAKUMHU IJIa3aMHM, CJIOBHO ChECTb XOUET.

— Emg 6b1 He xoten. Tol y MeHs1 KpacaBuiia. U st He mpoyb ObUT OBl TOPOIHUTHCS ¢ OAPOHOM,
HO TYT YK HUYero He nozenaenib. CI0BO €cTb CI0BO.

— OHO ¥ K JyuieMy, otell. Mbl OTXBaTUM KyCOK TOCIAIle, YeM 3axyAaioe OapoHCTBO.

I'pad IlarpeH KOPOTKO XOXOTHYII:

— Em¢ Buepa 6apoHCTBO He Kazanoch Tebe 3axynanbiM. Ho MHe HpaBsTCs TBOM anmeTuThl. 13
TeOs1 oyunIach Obl camasi mpekpacHast immeparpuiia.

— Hukakux «Obl», OTy4uTCs, oTell, moayuuTcs. [Ipuriacu ero B Hall 3aMOK, a TaM YK 51 [ToCTa-
paroch czienarh Tak, YTOOB OH HE BBIBEPHYJICS.

— Kanp, He chapimT Teds ceityac TBosi Math. Korma ona pemwia crath rpaguneit Hlarpes,
y MEeHS He OCTJIOCh HUKAKMX IIaHCOB, KPOME KaK BIIIOOUTHCS U CHIeNaTh MPeIokKEeHNUE, — B TOJI0Ce
rpaca mpo3Byyany HOCTaJIbIMUECKUE HOTKH.

— Hy, Tak uaém, — 51 ycisliiaia XJI0MoK, BUIMMO, BujieHa OT HeTeprieHHs TOIHYJIA HOXKKOM.

[laru ynamuamce, U s HAKOHEI-TO CMOIJIA BRIOpaThcst M3 yKpbITHsl. HekoTtopoe Bpems s cocpe-
JOTOYEHHO M3yyasa CBOE IIaThe B TEX MECTaX, KOTOPbIE MOIVIA PA3MJIsAETh: HET JI HA HEM IIbLIH,
coOpaHHOI B TEMHOM yriy. Ho HeT, Hurze Hu NATHbIIKA. Bo Bpemsi mpa3qHecTB Takye HUILM CTa-
HOBSATCS JJIsI MHOTUX YKPOMHBIMU MECTEUKaMH ISl TIOLeTyeB, U, €CJIM CIIYTH He HaBedyT OJiecK, UM
3[I0pOBO BJIETUT OT ynpassiomiero. Ciyru He MojBeIu.
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Y6enuBuvch, YTO OfIeKAa HE TOCTpagana, s BCIOMHUIIA O TOM, 4TO BrjieHa pricoBaia 4to-To
IJIsl CBOETO OTLia Ha OKHE, U BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpeEa CTEKJIO TaM, rjae onu crosuid. Huvero. Ho s
3HaJIa OIVH MAJICHbKUI ceKpeTuk. Mbl ¢ BeGoM MM yacTo Monb30BavCh B JETCTBE, KOI/IA UTPAJIH
B OJIHOM KOMaHie, ¥ HY’)KHO OBUIO OCTaBUTb 3HAK, HE3aMETHBIN [UIsl Apyrux aeredd. HyxkHo mombl-
11aTh HAa OKHO U, TIOKA AEP/KUTCS TYMAHHBIN CIe]l, TaJIbLIEM HApUCOBAaTh YCJIOBHYIO 3arory/vsy. Yepes
rapy MIHOBEHUH CTEKJIO CHOBAa CTAHOBMUTCSI IIPO3PAYHbIM, HO, €CJIM MOJBIIIATh HA 3TO MECTO, BCE
MIPOSIBUTCSI.

C BebGom MBI BHIOMpaIM MPaBbId HIKHUNA YroJ M JIETKO HAaXOAWIM OTCTaBJICHHBIA 3HAaK. A
BOT Kak HacueéT Busens? OHa Bbiie MeHs. 1 HaOpana B rpyab moOosble BO3/IyXa, MPUBCTAIa Ha
IBITIOYKY U BBIIOXHYJIA HA CTEKJIO, CTapasich OXBATUTh KaK MOXKHO OOJBIIYIO TUTOMIaAb. Tak U ecTh,
BOT OH pUCYHOK. [IponosiroBaTblii rOpM30OHTAJIBHBIA OBaJl C BEPTUKAIBHOM JIMHUEN B CEpPEeJUHKE,
MOXOXUM Ha 1J1a3 1o opme.

Tak Buniena e v roopuiia o razax. S oxayna. CinoBa «JIpakoH», «HAaCIeAHUK», «mmnepa-
TpUIIa» CTAJIU CKJIAJIBIBAThCS B €IMHYIO0 KapTUHKY. [71a3a ¢ BepTukaibHbM. .. Kak OyaTo u s cerogHs
yxe Bujena nopoOHoe. Ho momymars MBICTH 10 KOHIIA HE ycriena. BOKOBBIM 3peHHeM 3aMeTua
MOSIBUBLLIETOCS U3-3a MIOBOPOTA YEJIOBEKA, B3IPOrHY/IA OT HEOKMAAHHOCTY U MAIlIMHAJIBHO IPOBEa
JIAJJOHBIO T10 CTEKJLy, CTUpasi M TaK yXKe MOYTH UCUYE3HYBILIUI PUCYHOK.

Mar Bo3ayxa, cyas no 0e1oil MaHTHH U 3HaKy cMepya Ha JieBoi rpynu. Hukoraa ero pasbiie
HE BHJEJIa HU Ha OJIHOM U3 eXeroiHbix mpasaHecTB [Ipenropes. 1 Ob1 3amomumia. ['ocreit Beerma
MPUE3KAI0 MHOTO, ObIBAJIA M Mar, B OCHOBHOM, OTHEHHBIE U BOJIsTHbIE. BO3/1yIITHUKOB ke MHE IpH-
XOAMJIOCH BCTPEYaTh BCETO Mapy pa3 B KU3HM.

W B 3TOM He OBUIO HUYETO YAUBUTEIBHOTO.

Nmnepus n XopHUS BpaXJOBAIM HE MEHbIIIE TPEX COTEH JIET, a Mociie keHUThOb! iMnepatopa
PaitHapa Ha npuHIiecce Bo3ayxa 3 XOpHHUH MPOIILIO BCETO UyTh OOJbIIe ABaaaTH jeT. Tak ObicTpo
B3aMMHBIE OOM/IBI He 3a0bIBAIOTCS, IaXe €CJTM MOHAPXH 3aKJTI0UA0T OpayHble CO03bI. A JOJIBIIE BCETO
BBISICHSIIOT OTHOIIIEHUS T€, KTO BJIAJICET CTUXUSAMH.

W xoTs 51 He-mar, HO B MPUCYTCTBUU BO3/IYIIHUKOB BCET/a MCTIBITHIBAIA poOOCTh. BO3MOKHO,
MOTOMY UTO JBHUTAJIMCh OHU ITyraioiie OblcTpo 1 OecuryMHO. BOT 1 ceffuac yenoBek B OesI0i MaHTUH
B MTHOBEHHUE OKa OKA3aJICS PSIOM.

Cepple m1a3a ¢ MepuaIuMu (hUOJIETOBBIMU MICKOPKAMHU TPOIILIHACH 10 MHE, CJIOBHO U3y4Yas,
3aTeM B3I/ pacpOKyCHPOBAJICS, IPOHU3BIBAS MEHSI HACKBO3b, U s TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MPOOEsKaIH
10 CIIMHE JIe/IsTHbIE MYPAIlIKH.

Ho yxe B crenyioree MrHOBEHHE CTpax OTCTYNWJ TOJ HATUCKOM BO3MYILIEHUs. $1 CTUCHYNA
3yObl, YTOOBI HE CKa3aTh OECIIEPEMOHHOMY TOCTIO UTO-HUOY/Ib JIMIITHEE U HEBEXKJIMBOE.

Uro cebe BooOpasmi 3ToT Mar? Jla, OHM Bce HE OT MUpa Cero, HO He HACTONBKO ke. 51 y ceOs
aoma. §1 BHITpsIMUIACh M BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

VYTonok pra He3HaKOMIIA JEPHYJICS, IMUTHPYS YIIBIOKY.

— IIpoctute, 51, KaxkeTcs, Bac HaIyTal.

— C yero Bbl B3sTM? — 1 BCE-TAKM HE BbIIEpKaJia U I00aBUIIa B TOJIOC SI3BUTEILHOCTH. — MeHs
HE TaK-TO MPOCTO HAITYTaTh.

OH 0100pUTETHHO KUBHYL.

— 41 3nech BiepBbIe, Ballle CUATEIbCTBO, M HEMHOTO 3a0yausics. Wiy npuémHyIo Baiero oTiia.

Ha mue uto, HanmcaHo, 4To A 104b Xx03guHa? CTajgo HEMHOTIO He 10 ceOe.

— Paspemnmmre npencraButbest: Maructp Jxep. .. [Jxepapa. Tombko uro mpuosut u3 Xopuun. He
YAUBJISIUTECH, UTO 51 BaC 3HAIO, a Bbl MEHS HET, — Mar CJIOBHO MPOYES MOM MbICIU. — §I Bujesn Bac
CETrO/IHsI, KOTJJa Bbl BEPHY/IMCh B 3aMOK, ¥ IOMHTEPECOBAJICS Y YIPABJISIOIIETO.

41, KaxxeTcsl, MOKpacHeJa, MPeJCTaBUB, YTO MOT MOAYMaTh 000 MHE TIOCTOPOHHUI YeJIOBEK.

— Tak yauBUTENBHO, UTO I0OHAS JIEIU YBJIEKAETCS OXOTOM, — MPOIOIKUI OH.
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A B3poxHyna. U 310T TyHa xe.

— V MeHs aBe no4epH, U 00e JTIOOUTETLHUIIBI HOCUTBLCS TIO JiecaM ¢ apOajieTaMHu.

VX ThI. Mar cpazy nokasajicsi MHe cummaTidHee. S yIbIOHy1ach.

— Wl HUKTO HE TOBOPUT UM, UTO MOpa B3POCIETh?

OH paccmestics.

— A oHu u He OymyT ciymark. [ MeHs TiaBHOe — UX Oe30rmacHOCTh. OXOTHUYBU YTOJIbsI
BOKPYT 3aMKa 3aKpPbIThl OT BHEITHUX CIOPIPU30B, U 51 32 HUX CIIOKOEH. A 4TO CIIy4dJIOCh BO BpeMs
Ballleil OXOTHI?

Tonoc marucTpa 3By4an Msrko, ooBosakusaiomie. Mosi HACTOPOKEHHOCTh COBCEM HCUe3a, U
Ha HEO)KUJAHHBIM BOITPOC 51 MAIIIMHAJILHO OTBETHIA!

— BopnsHoit cmepu.

— Bor kak? — 171a3a MarucTpa CcTaiau LenkumMu. — B xoporiyio moroay, 6e3 Berpa?

MHe noueMy-To pacxoTesioch oTBevars. 1 g noxana riedamu:

— Hy nouemy e, BeTep ObUI, O4eHb CUJIbHBIN TIOPHIB. HeecTeCTBEHHO CUITbHBIN, — METbKHYB-
11ee NOoI03PEHUE 3aCTaBUJIO MEHS CAEJaTh yAAp Ha CJIOBE «HEECTECTBEHHO.

W Tenepp s ycTaBUIach Ha MarucTpa, ciess 3a ero peakuued. Ho on He cmyTusics, a mpooop-
MOTAJI TO JIU 7S ceOsl, TO JIM [T MEHs.

— INoxosxe Ha Marnueckoe BozaeicTeue. [loxanyil, MHE CTOUT MOCHENIUTDb K BallleMy OTILY.

— 310 MOT OBITH Mar Bo3ayxa? — IpsiMO CITPOCHJIA S1.

OH OTBETUJT OTKPBITHIM B3IJISIOM:

— 3970 MOT OBITH Mar JIIOOOW CTUXUH, BIAJICIONINI apTedaKkToM, U 51 TOCOBETOBAJI Obl BaM OBITh
OCTOPOXKHEE.

— [puémuas oTiia B MPOTUBOIOJIOKHON YacTH 3aMKa. BeicTpee Oyner He 0OXOOUTh MO0 KOPH-
J0paM, a CILyCTUTbCSI BHU3 U IPOWTH Yepe3 3aMKOBBIH JIBOD.

[ToBopaunBasich K OKHY, 4TOOBI TIOKA3aTh HAMpaBJICHHE, S 3aMEIIKaIach W YCIieNa 3aMeTHTh,
KaK OCTAHOBWJICSI B3IJIslJ MAaruCTpa, Cpasy CTaB KECTKUM, KaK XHMIIHO pa3ayjauch HO3Apu. S Toxke
BBIIJISIHYJIA, MBITASICh TIOHSATh, KOTO UMEHHO OH YBUJIEN.

Bo BHyTpeHHeM J1Bope 3aMKa Obu1o JiioHO. [Ipuexamu emé nse cembu. ['pad Ilarpen mepe-
MOHHO pacKJIaHuBajcs ¢ OapoHoM Jlapkch M HE3HAKOMBIM MYXYMHOW B TEMHO-CHHEM KadraHe.
HagepHsika eIme omuH CTOMMYHBINA rOCTh. BrjieHa 0)KUBIEHHO 00CYk/1ajla YTO-TO C ABYMS IOUEPAMU
Oapona. Muaammas crosiyla KO MHE CIIMHOM, e€ JIMIa 51 He BUIeNa, 3aT0 MHE ¢ M30BITKOM XBaTHJIO
TOTO BOCXMIIEHHOTO TMOJ0OOCTPACTHSI, KOTOpPOE M3Tydasia crapmas AHUTA. MeHs TOIIHMIIO OT e
MpeKJIOHEeHU s Tiepel BuuieHoit emé co BpeMEH maHcuoHa. BuiieHa oOparianachk ¢ Held Kak ¢ BhIApec-
CUPOBAHHOM COOAYOHKOM, «Iogai-TipuHecH». A AHUTA MpedaHHoO cMoTpesa ed B pot. Py, Herpu-
SITHO TIPOCTO.

Bokpyr HermoBUKHBIX B3POCIIBIX HOCHIIACH ieTBopa. OObIUHAs CyeTa.

Kro ke npuBiék BHUMaHue Maructpa? ¥ BXoa B 3/laHUE, HATPOTUB OKHA, 51 yBUJIEJIA TEMHO-
BUIIIHEBYIO MaHTHIO Maructpa bepHa. 3HauuTt, ero Bcrpeya ¢ OTIOM YKe 3aKoHYMIach. HeBonbHO
MOMCKaJIa IJIa3aMHy ero CITyTHUKA U ofepHyna ceds. Onsatb, Tapdu?

S noBepHyJIaCh K MarucTpy, HaAesch eIIE pa3 MPOCIEIUTD 3a €ro B3IJISAA0M, HO HUKOTO B KOPU-
nope yxe He Obut0. f 310K0 nmepeAépHyIIa iedaMu. BoT 310 U myraet B BO3/AYIIHUKAX, OHU CJIOBHO
TeHu. [1osABNAI0TCS HE3aMETHO, NCUE3aI0T TaK Ke.

1 emm€ HeMHOTo MOCTOsIIa y OKHA, ToJIarasi, YTo BOT-BOT HA OpyCUaTKy IIArHET OeIblii MarucTp,
HO OH Tak M He TosiBujcs. He mocimyiman Moero coBera M BCE-TaKU TMOMIENT B 0OXO[ BIOJb BCETO
3nanusi? CTpaHHBIN THII, BIIPOYEM, KaK BCE Marwu.

Bapona Oprto 51 naxe He yBuena, a NO4yBCTBOBAJIA B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia YK€ OTBOJMJIA B3IJIsA]
OT TOJIISALIMXCS BO BHYTPEHHEM JIBOPE JIIOAEH U COOMpaach UITH AaJIbIIle.

U BCE, 51 3acThUIa HA MecTe, TI03a0bIB, Ky/la ¥ 3a4eM coOrpaiach. Ha Hero HeBO3MOXKXHO OBLIO
He CMOTpeTh. S BBIIOXHYJIA, BAOXHY/Ia, CHOBA BhIIOXHY/a. Hudero e momoro. Cepatie cHOBa 3a0u-
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JIOCh, KaK TepernyraHHasi NTHIA B CUJIKax. B HEM He ObLJIO HUKAKOW BHICOKOMEPHOM 3aKaTOCTH, CBOM-
CTBEHHOW YBAHJIMBBIM apuCcTOKpaTtam. Hao e, HUKOrja Tak He aymaia npexzie. [loenenue myx-
YMH, KOTOPBIX s BCTpeuasia B HAIleM KpPYry, BCEerjaa Ka3aJoch MHE €CTECTBEHHBIM. A BOT Terepb,
CJIOBHO TIeJIeHa ¢ 1a3 ynana. «Bc€ rno3naércst B cpaBHEHUM», — 3TO s I7Ie-TO BBIYMTAJIA, A TeNeph U
CMBICJT TIOHSIJIA.

[TnaBHbIe, yBepeHHbIE IBMXEHUS. Bapcy He 00s3aTeIbHO MBIKUTHCS M IOKA3bIBaTh BCEM, UTO
OH 0Oapc, camblil CUJIbHBIN 1 JIOBKHIA XUIITHUK. JIerko ObLIO MPeACTaBUTh OapoHa ¢ MeyoM B pyke. OH
1 B 0010, 1 yBepeHa, ABUTAETCs TaK ke MATKO U HECHEIIHO. Arpuc — MPOCTO TIIYTIEll, YTO He MOvyB-
CTBOBAJI 3TOr0 Ha MepBol Bcrpeue. Psagom ¢ 6aponom OpTo u Arpuc, U Bce IpOUYre apuCTOKPAThI
BBITIAACIIA YTJIOBATBIMU U HEJICTIBIMU.

Cnaznkas Taryvasi Hera pasjiwiach BHU3Y XKMBOTA M Havajla MOAHMUMATHCS BBEpX, 3aXBaThIBasI
Y MOAUMHSIA ceOe KakIylo KIETOUKy Tena. 1 CyIopoXKHO BBIIOXHYJA, OIIyIasi TOpeub U HAuMHas
MOHUMATh, YTO, eCJIM Obl 3aBTpa MHE TIPEICTOSTIO OOPYUHUTHLCS BOT C STUM MYKIMHOM, 51 ObI HE 3a/1a-
Basa Jlope IIymbIX BOMPOCOB HAa TEMY, YTO JOJDKHA YyBCTBOBATH JEBYIIKA PSAIAOM C T€M, K KOMY
HepaBHoaymHa. Crajikast BoiHa 100pajiach 10 cepalia M CKajla ero Tak, 4To B TPYAU CTaJIo OOJIBHO.
JKennmHel B HammeM Kpyry He BoiOupatoT cebe mapy. Kak yacto mosmydaercst Tak, YTO OHU JIIOOSIT
TOro, 3a KOro ux otaaau?

51, HeBecta camoro 3aBuaHOTO )eHuxa [Ipearopss, moayBcTBOBasia ceOs1 HecuacTHOM. B rmazax
cJierKa MOMYTHEJO, a KOTia POSICHIIIOCH, 51 TIOHSJIA, YTO CMOTPIO TIPSMO B CHHUE OMYThI OapOHa, U
YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha PACCTOSIHUE, OH CMOTPHUT MHE B I71a3a, a eIl€, CKOpee BCero, BUAUT ¥ TOHUMAET, YTO
o4dyepeaHad IIylbIIKa Iornajla B €ro CeTu. TaKI/Ie, KaK OH, A MMPOCTO YBEPCHA, HE OBIBAIOT OIUHOKM.
Bort u ceituac G0OKOBBIM 3peHUEM s 3aMETHJIA, YTO KPACHOE TUIaThe YCTPEMIJIOCh K HEMY, U Pe3KO
oTrnpsiHyaa ot okHa. Kako# crein. Uto oH 060 MHe nogymaet?

Her yx, 6erom Tyna, Kyaa nuia. ToJIBKO TaM st CMOTY IPUBECTH MBICIIU B MOPSIZIOK. A TOT MYCTh
obmaercst ¢ BuseHoH, KOTOPYIO OH TaK TPOraTesibHO JAepXKal 3a PyUKy.

Cryckasich MO JIECTHHILIE, C TPYAOM TMEPEKJTI0UMIA MBICJH HA HEJABHO TMOACITYIIAHHBIN Pasro-
Bop. O KoM Bcé-Taku ropopuiia Busiena ¢ otriom? CMBICT ST OTIMYHO TIOHSJIA, HE TITyTIee STOH BBICO-
komepHo#l rpapunu. Ho Bot 0 koM umenHo? ['octeii B 3amke necatku. He Tonbko Bnagerenu [pen-
TOpbsI ChEIKAIOTCS B HAIIIM Jieca Ha TPaAUIMOHHYI0 OceHHIon oXoTy. Kakaplii rof OOvH U3 3aMKOB
MIPUHUMAET JI0 TIOJTyCOTHU CTOIMYHBIX apUCTOKpaToB. Heyskenu cpein HUX MOXeT ObITh M HACTICJHUK
uHkoruuto? Y Busena ero npumeruia.

ANneTuTsl y Halllel NepBOil KpacaBUIIbl JOCTOMHBIE. A Beb Y HEE BIIOJIHE MOXKET MOy YUThCS.
Korna Bunena rae-HuOyib NOSBISIETCs, BHUMaHKE BCEX MYKUMH IEPEKITI0UaeTcsi Ha He€. DX, Mpona
HACJIE/THVK, €CJTU OH, IEMCTBUTEIIHHO, 3/1ECh.

Sl ynpiOHyIaCh STOM MBICTIH.

A ecmu 310 Tak, u BuneHa ceituac BhicMOTpena ceOe KepTBY, OHA MEpecTaHeT WHTEpeco-
BaThCHl. ..

VapiOka crionsna ¢ moero Jyinna. Kem? M3-3a koro s onsath pacnepesxkuBaiach? M3-3a Arpuca
WIH. ...

Hukakux «unm» ObITh HE MOXET, OfEpHYa 51 ce0sl M YCKOpHJIA IIar, YToObl OTAENaThCs OT
Hero00aI0NINX MbICIIEH.

Horu BbIHECTIM MEHSI B call, U 51, CBEPHYB C IJIABHOM aJUIeH, Y)Xe MeIeHHee HalpaBUiIach B Ty
YacThb, KyJa FOCTH HUKOT/a He 3arisiapiBayii. Kaxkercs, y MeHs Moy4anoch MOTUXOHBKY MTPUBOAUTD
B TIOPSIJIOK M JIbIXaHUE, ¥ MBICJIH.

Hy na, ator 6apon Poan Opto, 6e3yciioBHO, kpacuB. Ho 3T0 He moBoj Tak pearrpoBath. Beé
o0bsicHiuMo. CHavaia OH MeHsI CMyTHJI CBOUM BUIOM. [1py BOCIOMUHAHMM O BO3MYTUTEILHOMN OJIH-
30CTH MOJTyOOHQKEHHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA sl HEBOJIBHO CIVIOTHYIA. TPsIXHYJ1a rOJIOBOM, OTTOHSISI BUICHHE.
Crniokoitao, Tadpdu. IIpomomkaem. A TOTOM MeHsI OPOCHUJIO STOW CTPAITHON BOJHOW MPSIMO B €roO
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00bsTHs. Hukorga emé Hu ofuH MyX4rHa He ObUT Tak OTM3K0 Ko MHe. VIHTepecHO, TOYyBCTBOBAJIA
OBI 51 TO ke caMoe, eIl Obl 3TO ObLT Arpuc?
Sl monbITamack MpeACTaBUTh, KaK MPUAKUMAIOCh K ATpUCY, U MEHS 00JaJI0 XOJIOZIOM.
Hakaruna Tocka, u g onsath yckopuiiack. berom, Tapdu.
Jlydriee ucrensiomee CpeicTBO OT BCEX MEPEKUBAHUI — MOsI TIOOMMast TaifHasl TUIOIMIAAKA.
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I'naBa 6. Poan. /IpakoH HaéT mo cjeay

— Maruueckwuii ciei? — ¢ CyXMM TPECKOM IIepo B pyKax rpada pasioMuiock. — Bel yBepeHsl,
MarucTp, 4YTo 3T0 UMEHHO 3eMJISIHbIE?

— Bbl comHeBaeTech B MouX clioBax ? — ynblOHYsIcs: beper, nepekarsiBas B J1a10HU (PMOJIETOBBIN
aKBaMapyH.

— Y10 BBI, MarucTp, Kak MOXHO. DTa IITyKa B BaIllUX PyKax He ornacHa?

— Paszpsxena, — bepcu nondpocui kamelek 1 noimal ero.

— Ho nens? Benp ecm Obl OKaTHIM BOJOW MeHs, a HE MOIO J104b, BPS JIX 3TO MIPUHECTIO ObI
MHOTO Bpea.

— Ilens? — Bepcu cnenan BUj, 4TO 33AyMaics. — BeI3BaTh B JOASAX HEYBEPEHHOCTb, B KOM-TO
CTpax, OMACEHM s, YTO BBl CMOKETe UX 3alMTUTh. Hy a ri1aBHOe, 4TOOB! BCE BiIaJIETEIN 3aCEIN B CBOUX
3aMKax ¥ OECIIOKOMJIUCH TOJIBKO O COOCTBEHHOW O€30MacCHOCTH.

— Hy a pa3sBe 310 He Tak? O KOM £ I0OIKeH AymMaTh, KpOME KaK O CBOMX OJIU3KHX?

— MImMeHHO 006 3TOM £ ¥ TOBOPIO. A JIONKHBI UMEHHO Oymamsb, — bepcy Noq4epKHyJ1 nocieJjHee
CJI0BO, M 'y Poana BO3HMKJIO ollyllleHue, YTo rpad ceiiuac BCIbUIMT.

Ho Bepcu He ocraBun rpady Bpems it oTBeTa. Msrkue OOBOJAKMBAIOLIME MHTOHAIIUH
ucyesnu. Ceituac B kabuHete rpacda cuaen Beicimii Mar, maructp bepH. VI roBopuit oH ¢ jKECTKUM
Haropom:

— INooauHouke yammsl neperenkaioT 3aMku [Ipearopes kak Monozaple opexu. bez marndeckoi
HOAEPAKKH AOCTATOYHO MOJJIECATKA TYPyH-Xapa, YTOObl MPOPHITh XObl B BAllIM 3aMKHU. A yXke 110
HUM XJIBIHET [TOTOK KOYEBHUKOB.

I'pacp, onHako, He cMmsiics o HaTUCKOM. OH MPUITIOAHSJICA B Kpeciie, onepesi pyKaMu O CToll,
PSBKHYJI B OTBET:

— 51 mnady Hanoru B Ka3Hy. Heyxenu MmMneparop He BbIAEIUT MaroB?

— Vxe Boiienui, — bepcu Toxe HakJIOHWIICS BHEpén, cBepis rpada mazamu. — Mmmneparop
neuércs 060 BcéM [Ipenropoe. M Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO caMblil JJAKOMBIN KYCOK — 3T0 rpaderso Ilarpen c
ero yiesbeM « ThIcAur KapaBaHOB».

— To ectb Maru OyayT oxpansaTs Llarpen?

— Her, uu Apne, nu lapno, vu [arpen. Maru pacripeesieHsl B0 b T'PAHULIb, Y BOCTOYHOTO
kpas Crensl. Ho onn He perar mpo6iembl. YToObI IEpEeKphITh BCE TPOIIB, KAXKIbIA BIAAETENb JOJKEH
OTIPABUTh HECKOJIKO JIECATKOB ONBITHBIX BOMHOB B MOJIEPXKKY K PEry/lsipHbIM Boiickam MMnepuu
1 XOTs Obl COTHIO oronyeHueB. IlepekpelBaTh HA/I0 TaM, Ie y3KO.

V¥ marucrpa Bc€ nomyuwiocs. I'pad, B KOHLIE KOHIOB, IPU3HAJI, YTO OH U CaM AyMaerT, 4To
Jydlle OTIPaBUTh JIIOAEW Ha rpaHully. EINE HECKOIBKO MMHYT, U rpad MOBEPHYJ] pasroBOp Tak,
CJIOBHO UJI€sl OTIIPABUTh BOMHOB IIPUHAUIEKATIA EMY CAMOMY.

— Mowu moau norayT nox HayajaoM ceiHa. [lopa yxke eMy 3aHATBCA CEPbE3HBIM JEIOM BO CJIaBy
Nmnepun.

BepH cnepxanHo nmodnarogapu, XoTsi PoaHy mokasanock, 4To OH CIIBIIIUT 3yOOBHBIA CKPEKET
maructpa. O, Poan 1 cam OTIIMYHO IOHMMAJI, KaK 4acTO BEJIMKOBO3PACTHBIE OAPUyKH Mellau Cia-
’KEHHBIM B3aMMOIEUCTBUAM OTPSJIOB, IIPEANIOUNTAs] IPUHUMATD pelIeHus camocTosaTenbHo. Ho He
BriepBoi. Ilocne nepBbIX ke CepbE3HBIX CTHIUEK CaMble YIIEPTHIE HAUMHAIOT MEHATBCS, Kajlb TOJIBKO,
YTO YacTb JIIOAEH 3a BpeMsl IPUOOpETEHN s OIbITa OE3BO3BPATHO TEPSETCS.

B konue 6ecenpl maructp bepr 1 6apon OpTo Nony4niv rnpuriianieHue Ha CKpPOMHBIHA ceMei-
HBIW YXKWH.
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— OcHOBHOe Tpa3aHecTBO 3aBTpa. Hazeroch, 6apoH, BbI 3afepxkutech. byner oOpyuenne Moei
nouepu co crapimm 6aponerom Ilapmo.

Poan HakJIOHWT TOJIOBY, OOPSICH C PBYIIMMCS K IJ1a3aM OTHEM U 10 OO CKUMast KyJIaKu.

— A mocne3aBTpa ¢ yTpa Ha4HETCS TiepBasi OOJblasi OXOTa, — He 3amevasl M3MEHUBILErOCs
HACTPOEHU S TOCTsl, MPpOonoJKMII rpad. — Byny paa, eciu Bbl IpUMeTe B HEWl yyacTue.

Y Poana nonmy4msioch pa3karh CTUCHYThIE 3yObl U HAJIETh Ha JIMIIO CBETCKYIO YJIBIOKY:

— Bpsn mm g1 cMory Tak HaJONIro 3a/1epkaTbCsl, Mbl C MOMMH JIIOIBMU CHELINM Ha TPaHULLy, — U
YTOYHMJI MHOTO3HAUMTENIbHO: — VIMeHHO 1151 Toro, utoObl B [Ipearopbe crajio criokoiiHee.

— BbI Tak Mosofipl, — B rojyioce rpada 3Byydano onoopenue. — Haneock, Bbl HOAPYKUTECH C MOUM
CBIHOM.

Poan noksionuscs:

— Byny pan.

Ho pag oH Obul, TOJBKO KOTZa YOAJOCh MOKMHYTh NMpuEMHYI0 rpada. Ctuxum OyiieBaau
BHYTPH, CIUIETAsICh, 3aKPyUMBAsCh TOPSYMM CMEpPUEM U HOPOBSI BHIILIECHYTbCA. PoaH ¢ Tpynom ux
o0y3aai. Ha aToT pa3 moiy4usock ObicTpee.

— Yro onATh CAyYMIIOCh C TBOMM APAKOHOM? — €XUAHO NouHTepecoBacs bepeu, korna Poan
OTOPBAJICS OT CTEHbI, HA KOTOPYIO €MY MPHUIILJIOCh ONEPEThCs. — Thl BCE €MIE OTKA3bIBACUILCS €XaTh
B Akagemuio?

— Ycneercs, a BOT Ha TpaHuILy 51 Obl OTITPABHIICS MPSIMO ceituac.

— Yt00BI copBaTh pa3ipakeHue HA HA B YEM He MOBUHHBIX YaMIiax?

— Hu B 4éM He NOBUHHBIX ?

— Hy, Tbl %€ noHnMaenib, 0 4€M s TOBOPI0. B TBOEM HBIHEIIHEM COCTOSIHUM OHU TOYHO HE
MTOBHHHBI.

— Marwucrp... — Poan cHOBa HavyaJ1 3aKuIars.

— Hy nagno, He 3711ch, MaTbuuK, — Bepcu TOOPOIYIITHO XJIOMHYJI €T IO Tuiedy. — Thl ke TIOHU-
Maellb, 4TO s ke Tede TOMbKO 1o0pa. A Tenepb AaBail CephE3HO, — OHM OCTAHOBUIIUCH BO3JIE
OJIHOM U3 HHUIII, U BCE 3BYKU CJIOBHO YMEPJIH.

AOCOMOTHAsT TUIIMHA — PEIKOCTb, HO 3TOTO HE 3aMevaellb, MOKA HEe TMOSBUTCS 3aIUTHBINI
KyroJ1. ToIBKO TOora B CpaBHEHUH MOXKHO MOHSTh, KaK IIyMHO ObUTO rpexke. CKpuI ABEpH 3a IOBO-
POTOM, IITHYbsI TPEJTb 32 OKHOM, YAAJIEHHBIE T0JI0ca — BCE OOPBIBAETCSI, OCTAETCS TONBKO JIETKOE IIIyp-
maHue GeryIei 1o cocyaam KpoBH B yIIax.

—l'otoBo, Tenepp 0 BaxkHOM. Eciv TBO# IpakoH Tak pearnpyer Ha 3Ty YEJIOBEUYECKYIO IEBOUKY,
pazbepuck, nouemy. TosbKO He 3a0bIBail, AJIs1 JPaKOHA ITO MOXKET OBITh BCErO JIMIIb MPUXOTHIO, U
B 3TOM ciiy4ae Tebe jrydriie OyaeT ycMuputh ero. He mepeOuBaii! — pssBkHY MarucTp, u Poany cro-
W10 OOJBIIOTrO TPyAa CAepKaTh PBYIIEeCs HApYyXKy HEIOBOJBHOE pblUuaHWE JIpakoHa. — Brnagerenu
[Ipenropbst He MO3BONAT PE3BUTHCS B CBOUX YrOlbsX jJaxe ceiHy VIMnepaTtopa. Mbl Ha rpaHu BOMHBI,
He 3a0bIBail 00 3TOM. 3a oqHUM rpadOM MOTYT MOJHSTHCS APYTME U HE IPOTUB YaMIIOB, a MPOTHB
umneparopckou Biact. Ho. .. — Bepcu MHOrO3HauMTEIbHO MOAHSIT YKa3aTe IbHbIN NaJlell, — €CJIU 3Ta
JeBOYKA BaKHA /7151 TPOOYKAEHHSI IPAKOHA, TO MTOMOJBKY € cbiHOM Oapona Illapno He mo3aHo u pac-
ToprHyTh. He gymato, uto rpad paccrpourcs, ecinu emy npeajoxar HOPOIHUTHCS C UMIIEPATOPCKOM
ceMbéid. [la, 1a, MaJIbUMK, IIO3TOMY CIIPOCH ceOsl, TOTOB JIU ThI KEHUThCS. Y He Crieny ¢ OTBETOM.

— ¢l moHsu, — KJIOKOUyLIee B ropJjie pblYaHWe MOJHOCTBIO MOTAaCUTh HE YJAJIOCh, U MArMCTP
BBbIKJIAJ1 JJ1s1 BEPHOCTH €1Ie MUHYTY, PEXK/E YEM CHSATh 3BYKOBYIO 3aIlIUTY.

Poan nouyBcTBOBas €€ B3IUIsA], €1Ba BhIIIET BO BHYTPEHHUH 1BOP. [lpakoHbY OpraHbl 4yBCTB
BKJIIOUMJIMCh MTHOBEHHO, aHAJIM3UPYS BCE, YTO TPOMCXOJUT BOKPYT, B MOUCKAX UCTOUHUKA U HAIILIH.
Taddu cMoTpena Ha HEro co BTOPOro 3Taxka, UMEHHO Ha Hero. EMy nokaszanock, 4to aaxe
Ha TaKOM pAacCTOSIHUM OH YyBCTBYET MCXOIAIIMI OT He€ cnaakuil apomar. Ho Het, ganeko, 3To He
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TOJ1 CHUTY Jja’ke JpakoHy. 3aTo 3peHre 0OO0CTPUIIOCh HACTOJIBKO, YTO Yepe3 OrPOMHBIIA IBOp, Yepes
CTEeKJIO, OTpaxaolnee odnaka, Poan cMor pasrisiers Meabvaiiie OTTEHKU U3yMPYIHOU PaLyKKH.

Taddu otrnpsiHyna OT OKHA, APAKOH MOTSHYJICS ObUIO B €€ CTOPOHY, HO TYT e OOOHSIHUE U
CITyX 3aMETUJIA Ha/IBUTAIOIIYIOCS onacHOCTh. M3 oOpymmBiierics Ha Poana kakohoHUM 3BYyKOB: pa3-
TOBOPOB, IlIyMa BOjibl B (POHTAHE, BU3IOB JIETEN — IPAKOHUN CIIyX BBIWIEHWI HIUMSAIIUN ENOT:

— Orelt, BOT OH.

B cropony Poana nBuHynachk, JlaBupys MeX.Iy JIOObMH, JIEBYIIIKAa B KPACHOM B COITPOBOX/IE-
HUH BBICOKOTO CE/IOBJIACOTO MYKYMHBL. POaH MrHOBEHHO cOOOpa3uJI, 4To Ha Hero Havasiach oxota. C
J0Ca/I0N MOAYMaJ, YTO U3-32 STOM JAEBUIIHI OH YK€ OMH pa3 Momnaj B HeJIoBKyIo cutyarwio. Y Tadpdu
910 3azes10. [Ipu 3TOi MBICTM APaKOH JOBOJIBHO 3aypuail. Ecnu 3ameno, 3HaunT, JeBOYKA Ha HEro
pearupyet. Ho BOT ceifuac, eciii OH He XO4eT OJIMKakIii yac IPOBECTH B CBETCKOM Oecejie, yBopa-
YUBASICh OT OYEePETHON TOMBITKU HABSI3aTh €My Ybl0-TO TaM JJ0Yb, JIy4llle TIOObICTpee UCUe3HyTh. U
W3 YU CaMOMY TMTPEBPATUTHCS B OXOTHHKA.

Kyna 6s1 Tapcpu He cOexana, s IpakoHa HE COCTABUT Tpyla e€ HalTu.

B Toii cTopoHe, KyJa ero Beso 4yThE, ObLT cal.

MosxHO OBUIO HAIIPSMYIO Niepecedb BHYTPEHHUI ABOP U MOIACTh B HETO uepe3 apKy OOKOBOTO
kpbuta. Ho Torna Bce yBuaenu Obl, KyJa OH MOIIEN. A ceiiyac eMy O4YeHb HYKHO ObLJIO CTaTh He3a-
METHBIM.

Korga-uuOyap oH csaeT Ha y4eOHyI0 CKaMblo B AKaJIeMUH, U €r0 Hay4aT CTAaBUTh 3aBEChl HEBU-
IMMOCTH, €CJIH HE OT MaroB, TO XOTA ObI OT OOBIYHBIX JIIOHEH.

A ceftuac, yToOBI U30€XaTh HEKeIATeIbHOTO OOIEHN s, My MPHIIUIOCh TPUOETHYTh K XUTPO-
ctu. PoaH HBIpHYJT 0OpaTHO B 3/1aHKE U YK€ TaM 10 KOPUAOPY MEPBOro dTaka ABUHYJICS ObICTPbIM
I1arOM B HY’KHYIO CTOPOHY.

Bot ono npaBoe kpbuto. beicTpeiii B3mIsAA Bo 1BOp. Ycnen. KpacHoe miatbe U ceioBIachin
MYKYMHA YK€ PACTepsSIHHO MHYTCS psiIOM ¢ BUINHEBOW MaHTHel Bepcu. [leBuiia o3upaercs ¢ Helo-
BOJILHOW TPUMAacCO¥.

On He ommOcs, rpaduHs MOJOKMIA Ha Hero mia3. Kak ke 9To He BoBpems. XOTs Korma
noj100HbIe TIpeciieoBanus1 Obu BoBpeMsi? Hukakoe MHKOTHUTO He omMorano. CTOMUIIO MOSIBUTHCS B
MoOOM CBETCKOM OOIIECTBE, U, €CJTU HE JAEBUIIbI, TO MX MaMallld KOPIIyHAMU HAJIEeTaId Ha MOJIOOTO
HeskeHatoro OapoHa. Kak OyaTo eqMHCTBEHHOM LIEJIbI0 JTI000r0 MYKUYMHBI OBUIO KaK MOXHO CKOpee
o03aBecTHCh ceMbeil. [Toxayil, B KaKOM-HUOYIb U3 CIIEIYIONIMX 3aMKOB €My CTOUT MPEJCTaBUTHCS
OOBIYHBIM BOMHOM. YK JIy4llle HOUeBaTh B Ka3apMe CO CBOMMH JIIO/IbMU.

Ho, ¢ apyroii cTopoHsl, TOra OH He cMOT Obl 1ake MpuoIu3uThes K Tapdpu.

OHn Ha MrHOBeHue 3axMyprics. « Taddu», — camo UM 3By4aIIo KaK CIaKoe oOeIaHue.

Poan yckopwur mar.

CryneHu 3agHero Kpbuiblia. AJuiesi C TYJISIONMME JaMaMH. 371eCh TPUIIIIOCh 3aMEeTUThCS,
YTOOBI HE MPUBJIEKATh BHUMaHUs. [IBoe MasbuuIliek OpocHivch emy mof Horu. Poan cymen ux 06o-
THYTb, IOy THO MPHUJIEPKaB OHOTO 32 OCTPHIN JIOKOTb, YTOO He yrat. [TOKJIOHUIICS COMMIHOMY MY K-
YMHE, YIBIOHYJCS TOXUION aAaMe. Bc€ mammuanpHO, Bc€ Oe3aymHo. Jlomu, aepeBbs, MOBOPOTHI,
KJIyMOBI, (DOHTAHBI.

OH nepecek yXOKeHHBbIE aJuled U YIITyOuIICs B MapK. 37ech JIIoZIeH MOYTH He ObLIO, XOTENIOCh
copsatbcst Ha 6er. Ho mapy pa3 nonamuch ciyxuTend B yHugopme, u PoaH mo-npexxHeMy crapaics
cnepxuBath mar. OCTphIid CIyX IpakoHA YJIaBJIMBaJ camMble TUXUE 3BYKH, JIETKO OTIMYAs IOPOX
BETpa B JINCTBE OT MPbIKKA OCJIKH.

B xuTpocmieTeHnu MapKOBBIX TPOMMHOK 3arpoCTO 3a0ayauiics Obl JII0OOH MOMaBIIMA Cloaa
BriepBbie TocTh. Ho ToNmbko He Poan. OOoctpuBieecss 0OOHsHUE 0e3 Tpyla BBIMCKHBAJIO Cpeid
OIVTYIIAIONIMX 3allaXOB PO3, JaypH, MOXKKEBETIOBBIX KyCTOB OOPBIBKM HEKHOTO apoMaTra MaJIHbl U
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Bepecka. M oH yckopwil 1mar, 4yBCTBYSI HENIPUBBIUHBIN T0JI0[, C KQXKIbIM 1IaroM Tepsisi IOHUMaHUe,
KTO OH M Ky/ia O€KHT.

Haiitu. IIpocrto nHaiitu e€. IToroBoputs. I1pocTo MOOKITH PAIOM, YTOOBI MOHSTh, IOYEMY €I0
TaK TSHET K 3TOU JeBOUYKe. 3aryisiHyTh B I71a3a.

«Mos. C-cnaskasi», — OTUETIIMBO MPO3BYYAJIO B I'OJIOBE.

ITO MPUBEJIO €ro B YyBCTBO, U POaH pe3Ko OCTaHOBWJICS, CIIPOBOLIMPOBAB HEIOBOJILHOE BOP-
YaHue.

B namsaTH BCIuibLM Bee TPEeAOCTEPERKEHN S MaroB O KOHTPOJIE HaJl POCHITAIOIIMMCS IPAKOHOM.
VImenHO niepBbie IHU ONPEAEIAIOT, KTO B 3aMKE XO35IMH.

Ceituac, korja Tejo U pa3yM PBaJIMCh Ha MOUCKU TOM, PSIIOM C KOTOPOW OKWJIM €r0 CTHUXUH,
OBLJIO TaK JIETKO 3a0TyIUTHCS B JKEJIaHUX, HE CyMETh OTIEJIMTh CBOM OT TeX, KOTOpbIe €My BHYIIIAET
HOBBII coceq1. Tem Ooree yTo OHM BO MHOTOM, TIOXOXe, coBnaaaoT. Hy yx Her, Poan ctucHy 3yObl,
YYBCTBY#1, KaK UyXkasl CHJIa BCE TaK kK€ TSHET ero BIEPEN.

— IMoroau, mpusTes, — BCIYX cKasan oH. — Kyia 1o 1edst Hecér?

«JleBouka BKyc-cHas. Mosi», — 3asIBUJI IPAKOH.

ITO MPO3BYYATIO, KaK... Kanpu3 peOEHKa, MbITAoNIerocs NoaIMHUThL cede ponutens. M Poan
HEOXKUIAHHO PACCMESIICS.

JlpakoH 0OMKEHHO (PHIPKHYIL.

A Poan npucnymascsi. OH No-npexkHeMy OLTyIIaJI JPAaKOHbIO IOTPEOHOCTh PBaHYTh BIIEPEN,
HaWTH, CXBaTUTb, MPUCBOUTH. HO Temepsb J1erko otienu e€ oT CBOEro xkeJlaHusl OTHICKATh 9Ty HEOObIY-
HYIO JIEBOUYKY, OJJHO ITPUKOCHOBEHUE K KOTOPOM NepeBepHYso ero Mup. [IoHATh, KTO OHa /J1s1 Hero.
Ona, cama He Befas, cziesiajia ¢ HUM TO, Yero JIOJIrHe TObl He MOTJIH I00UThCS JTyuiive Maru Mimme-
pyn.

— M1 HaliéM e€, — CITIOKOMHO cKa3aul oH. — M ThI Oyzienib BecTu ceOsl JOCTOMHO.

Heckombko MrHOBEHUIT Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO APAKOH MOMBITAETCs B3OYHTOBATHCs, HO PoaH BCHOMHIIT
CBOE COCTOSIHME, KOTJ]a €My MPUXOAMIOCh 00BbE3KaTh AUKHUX MIAT3MHUCKUX SIIEPOB, M MEPEHEC ero
BHYTPb.

B peryanum JpakoHa Moc/blIanIich HOTKH OOU/IBI M IaKe YTO-TO BPOJE MOCKY/IMBaHus1. Berom-
HUMCh ciioBa bepceu: «CoBceM elnié MasiblIiin».

Bor Tak, B ABaquaTh 1Ba roga crath BOCIUTATEIEM HOBOPOKAEHHOIO JpakoHa. PoaH cHucxo-
JOUTEJIbHO YCMEXHYJICSI M MBICJIEHHO TOIJIa Il pacCTPOEHHOE cylecTBO. M cTMXuKM Hayaau ycroka-
uBatbcsd. He coBceM, koHeuHo. PoaHna no-npexHemy CUIBHO TsAHYNO Janbliie. Ho teneps OoH 4yB-
CTBOBAJI I'paHb MEXy CBOMM PaCTYIIUM KEeJIaHUEM U HETEpPIIEHUEM JpaKkoHa. XOTs, 1a, UHOTAAa OHU
COEMHSUTUCH B OfIHY OOIIIYIO JKa 1y, CHOBA 3aCTaBJISIBIIYIO €ro yCKOpUTb iar. Ho Besib OH cripaBUTCS
c atum? Bepno?

Uem riryOrke Poan 3axoanst B mapk, TeM OOJIbIIe TOT CTAHOBUJICS MTOX0XKUM Ha Jiec. Ho onbiTHast
pyKa Mactepa 4yBCTBOBAJIACH 3/1ECh JIake OOJIbIIIE, YeM B MPOTYIOYHOM YacTH, Iae KIyMObl Yepeno-
BaJIMCh C MOJCTPUKEHHBIMUA KYCTAPHUKAMU U MPUYYIMBO U30THYTHIMU JepeBbsMU. Cpean TEMHO-
3€JIEHBIX XBOMHBIX JIEPEBbEB IPArOLIEHHOW POCCHIITBIO PYOMHOB U 30JI0Ta BUIHEMCh OCTPOBKHU JIUCT-
BEHHBIX, BHICA)KEHHBIX C YYETOM OCEHHMX MepeMeH. Takue Mapku pacTAT MOKOJIEHUSMHU.

OpHoro Poan He noHMMAaJI, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO MOJIOYIO KPACUBYIO AEBYLIKY UCKATh YEAUHEHUS B
JIHU, KOTJJa 3aMOK TIOJIOH TOCTEH, KOT/1a MOKHO TTOKPAcOBaThCsl B HOBBIX HapsAaxX, 00CYIUTh HOBOCTH
C NMoApyramMu, nopIMpPTOBaTh C MIPUE3KUMU APUCTOK PATAMHU.

[NocnenHss MBICTb HEOKMIAHHO BHI3BAJIA Y HETO TaKyIO SIPOCTh, YTO YaCTh JIMCTBHI C OJIMKaii-
IMX JIEPEeBbEB COPBAJIO BO3AYIIHOM MIeThio. OH BBIHYKIEH ObLT CHOBA OCTAHOBHUTBLCS, YTOOBI BOC-
CTQHOBUTD JbIXaHUE U BBICIYIIATh BPEIHOE APaKoHbe 1mneHue: «M-mos. He oT-gam».

— 3aTKHUCH, HE TO MOBEPHY 0OpaTHO, — ooderman PoaH, He 0co00 Bepsi, 4TO CMOKET TaK MOCTY-
nuTh. Her, 1pakoHa oH nepe®opeT, HO BOT YTO JieJlaTh ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM KeJJaHueM ?
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Opnako emy noBepuiu. PaccepkenHoe mmunenue 3atuxJio. M torna Poan goBeputenbHo cka-
3a1:

— He cepnuce, apyxwuiiie, MHE 3TO caMOMy He 10 HyTpy. Pa3tepémcsi.

OTronocku HeI0BOJIBLCTBA Pa3BESIIHCH.

E1€ yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO 11aroB BO3/1YILIHbII BEPECKOBBIN CJie]] CBEPHYJI C OCHOBHOM Toporu. Poan
HBIPHYJI BCJIE/l 32 HUIM B 3apOCIIH TI0 €/1Ba Pa3IMUMMOM TPOITUHKE.

Jlec cran ryme. Kak-to pe3ko, mo-ocodomy. TosicTeie CTBOJBI iepeBbeB OOBUBAI TUKUIA TLTIONII,
CILIETasiCh HaJ1 TOJIOBOH B CIUTONIHYIO ceTh. CTrxun PoaHa 3aBosTHOBaMCH, OUYsIB Maruio. OH 3ame-
JIAJT IIar ¥ IpUCTyIaics K cede, HO OMacHOCTH He omyTiil. CKopee Bcero, 37ech Oblla MOCTaBIeHa
HECJIOKHAsI MaruvecKas 3aliyTa, OTBOASAINAS I71a3a, YKCTO PaAX TOro, YTOOBI HE TONKAJIOCh CITUIIKOM
MHOT'0 TIOCTOPOHHUX B MECTaX, KOTOpPbIE X035IeBa CUMTAIIN TOJIBKO cBoMMU. [lomoOHast 3amuTa aena-
Jack IS yooOcCTBa, a He JIsl 0€30MacHOCTH, M TPOTHB MaroB He padoTaa.

Poan 3Han, 4TO Y HUX BO JIBOpIIE YCTPOEGHO TaK ke. Ho OH MMEHHO 3HaJ1, a OIyIleHne Maruu
10 CErOfIHSIIHETO JHs ObLJIO eMy HeJOCTYIHO. TaM, foMa, 3TM MecTa ero, pasymeeTcs, TIPUHUMAJIH.
A BOT 371eCh B TOM CBOEM TIPEKHEM COCTOSITHUM OH BPSIJT JIA TIPOIIEN OBI.

JlepeBbsl pacCTymuiInch, 0Opa3ys OOJBIIYIO 3TUTYIO COHIIEM MoJisiHy. [Toka uto Poan Buen
TOJIBKO €€ Kpasi CIipaBa 1 cjieBa, OTOMY UTO IyTh €My Mperpaauia u3siiHas Oeceka, yBuTas rio-
oM. [TpumMepHo MoIoBMHA €€ OKPYKHOCTH OblIa 3aHaBellleHa IJIOTHOW TKaHbI0, BHYTPU OTTOMaHKa
1 HeOOJIbIIIast TYMOOYKA CO CTOITKOW KHHT.

31ech apomMaTt MaJlMHbI U BepecKa ObLT Tak CHIIEH, YTO PoaH HEBOJILHO OIJISHYJICS B MOMCKAX
TOH, KTO OCTaBUJI €ro. DTo ObLIO SIBHO JIOOMMOE YKpomHOe MecTeuko Taddu. Ho, Het, neBymku
3aech He Obu10. TobKO HeOpeKHO OpOIleHHAs! HA OTTOMAHKE PACKPBITasi KHUTa TOBOPHJIA O TOM, UTO
HeJJaBHO OHa OblIa 371ech. A BOT eciii OeceIky OOOTHYTb. . .

PoaHn B KOTOpBII pa3 OCTaHOBUIICS, TIBITASICh YHATH ITyCTUBIIEECS BCKaub cepate. Taddu Tam,
OH 3HaJI, OCTAJIOCh C/EJaTh BCETO HECKOJBKO I1aroB, U OH €€ YBUIMT.

Cyxoi1 IeTUOK CITyIIEHHOW TETUBbI, CBUCT CTPEJIbl M [IyXOH yap B OTAAJIEHNUH 3aCTaBUIIU €70
B3JPOTHYTh U OPOCHUTBCSI BIIEPE.
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I'naBa 7. Tacp¢u. Ilonenyiit He3HaAaKOMIA

KHnxkka, KOTOpYI0 MHE Tak He TEpPIEJIOCh JOUUTATB EILE BUepa, OHUM CBOMM BUJIOM BbI3bIBAJIA
TOCKY. f nepesucTHy1a cTpaHuiy U oropocuiia e€. OLyIieHns TepOrHH OKA3aInuCh HalyMaHHBIMU
1 BbluypHBIMH. OXH, aX1, MypaIlIKH, ¥ HU CIOBEYKa O HACTOSAIIEM, O TOM, KaK 3TO ObIBAaeT B )KU3HM,
Kak OOJIbHO CIKMMAETCs1 CeplLie, KOra He MOXelllb, He UMeellb ITpaBa Jake CMOTPETh Ha TOT0, K KOMY
TaK HEBBIHOCUMO TSHET. A Be/b €ILE BUEpa s Jake HE 3HaJa O TOM, YTO OH CYLIECTBYET.

Kakoi1 xanr npunéc ero B Haum kpad? Hy nouemy oH He npoexan mumo? W sta nypankas
oxota. Ecim Ol 51 He BcTpeTuiach ¢ HUIM Ha Oepery, CKopee BCero, IMpocTo He 3aMeTuiia Obl ero B
TOJIIIE TOCTEN.

4l mompITanack MpeCTaBUTh, KaK BIIKY €ro 3a Mpa3IHUYHBIM CTOJIOM, TPOOETaio PaBHOIYITHBIM
B3IVIA10M, M MHe BcE paBHO. Hy n1a, Hy n1a. .. He 3ameTuia Obl. Koro s nbitatock 0OMaHyTh?

OH npuIIén BMecTe ¢ MaruCTpoM K OTILy, a, 3HAYMT, CKOpee BCero, OyJeT CeroqHs Ha YKHMHe.
MHe Henb34 Tya UITH, COBCEM HENb3s. 1 COBEPIIEHHO HE YMEIO IPUTBOPATHCA.

3ato Tam Oyger BuiieHa, KOTOpPYIO OH Tak HEXHO JAepxkal 3a pyuky. Bor oHa-To cBoero He
ymyctut. 1 mouyBcTBOBasa 60b B 1aoHAX. C TPyIOM pazxalia ux, ¢ yIUBJIEHUEM YBUJIEa Clie]l OT
COOCTBEHHBIX HOTTEH.

Hekoropoe Bpems s cuiena, pactupast AyKKUM BMATUH MOIYILEYKaMH OOJBIIMX MAJbLEB, U
3ui1ach Ha ce6s. Ecu m1a3a Ha MOKpOM MecTe, HyKHO ITPOCTO pa3o3uThbesd. OueHb oMoraer.

A e1ng syyuine BCIOMHUTB coBeThl asau Curmapa:

«Ecnm 4T0-TO TEOS BCTPEBOKMIIO, PACCTPOMIIO, €CJIH B JIyIlle THEB, OEpH JIYK M CTPEJIsii, OKa
MOAPSAA JEBATH CTPEJI HE JIATYT TOYHO B LIEHTP».

Korna-to, eme npu MoéM Jiefie, OH BO3IVIABJIAI FapHU30H 3aMKa. A KOrJa COCTapujcs, U €ro
MecTo 3aHsu1 MHrap, 11 Curmapa Halioch He MeHee BaKHOE JIEJI0 — YYUTh HOBUUKOB CTpesibOe 13
JyKa u apOanera. ViMeHHO OH B3suICs U 32 MOE OOydeHue.

[Tostomy Gepém B pyku ceOsl U JIyK.

Hanexo naru He npuagrcs. [Inomanky st cTpesbObl 1 HOMpPOCcKiIa 000PyIOBaTh MPSIMO 3/1€Ch,
Ha TNoJIsHe 3a OeceJKoM, B CTOPOHE OT 4yxkuXx Ia3. E€ u umen B Buay orell, Korjga 3ampeTu MHe
OXOTYy.

Hesars crpen B neHTp. C NEpBOU MOMBITKY MOJYYWIOCH TOJIOKUATH PAABIIIKOM TOJIBKO TPH,
OCTaJIbHBIE pa3Openrch Mo MumieHH. U 3muthes Gecrione3Ho. 370CTh, THEB, NepeKUBaHUs COMBAIOT
ObIXaHUE. A, 3HAUUT, U pyKa CTAHOBUTCS HE TBEPIOU.

Co BrOporo 3axoaa nAte. Yixke ayuie, Tadgu. [Ipocro gpimm criokonHee.

Bocems. f nmouyrn monogen v MoYTH YCIOKOWJIACh. BOT TOJNBKO U1 TAKOTO pacCTOSHUA £
BIOpasa 6oJiee MOIIHBIN JIYK, U PYKH YK€ YCTaJIH.

Ceiivac 51 Bpsi/i v IOTIay IEBATH pa3 MOAPS, TOJIBKO MOTOMY YTO MaJIbIbl MEUYTAIOT HOOBICTpEe
OTIIYCTUTb TETUBY. /1 HUKaKKe HallaJIbYHUKU HE CIACcaloT.

Hana Carmap ymeén k Acxapy rog Ha3ajl, HO, Kak HU CTPaHHO, IIPYU BOCIIOMMHAHUM O HEM £
WCTIBITBIBAIO TOJIBKO CBETJIOE U JIETKOE YyBCTBO. MIHOIIa MHE KaXeTcs, UTO OH CTOUT PSZIOM M CTPOTO
CMOTPUT Ha MEH$, €CJI £ JIEHIOC.

Bor u ceituac, korzna AbIXaHUe YCIIOKOWIIOCH,  JIMITHUE MBIC/IY YIIUIU U3 TOJIOBBI, Y MEHS MOSIBU-
JIOCh MCKYIIIEHME OCTAaHOBUThCS Ha BOCBMM IonajgaHusix. Ho, Her, s B3AOXHy/a U 3acTaBuia ceds
MIOITH cOOMPATh CTpPeJTbl. XOPOIIIO MEHsI BBIMYILITPOBAJI CTAPBIid TyYHUK. MHE BCEero JecsiThb JieT ObLIo,
KOTJa s MpUCTasia K HeMy ¢ MOJIbOOW HayYUTh MEHS CTPEJISATh.

OH He cTan OTKa3bIBaTh, HO cpasy ke npeaynpenut: «Ha onHy Tebst TpatuTh Bpemsi He Oymy.
Xouelllb yYUThCs — yurch BMecTe co BceMu. Ho HuKakux noonaxek. bynenb HpITh — HOMAENIb IIUTh-
BBILIMBATh» .

Bor Tak. «I1IuTb-BbILIMBATE» 5 HE JIIOOUIA. [IeBATh, 3HAYUT, 1EBATh. TOIBKO OTAOXHY HEMHOTO.
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Pyku nepecranu apoxathb, ¥ 1 pELIMTEILHO HACTPOWJIACh HA MOCJIEHIOI0 TOIBITKY.

[Memyok Tetusbl. CBUCT. B ieHTp. Mup cy3uiics 10 4€pHOM TOYKHM Ha MullleHU. Bropas cTpena
JIeryIa Ha yKa3aTesIbHBII najel.

N B 3TOT MOMEHT MeHsI 3aXJIeCTHYJI 3arax XBOM U Crieliuil. PasmepeHHbIl, CIIOKOWHBINA BBIIOX
CMEHWJICS CYJOPOKHBIM BIOXOM. MOKHO OBLIO HE MPOBEpsITh, Ky/a MojieTesa cTpeia. YK TOUHO He
B 11eJ1b. CTONIBKO BpeMEHH MOTPAYeHO 3psl. S MOBEpHYNach, Apoxka OT SPOCTH:

— 4 onATe MpoMaxHyach U3-3a Bac, — MOITYUYUIIOCH PE3KO.

— IIpoctute, Credanus. [ Bac Hamyras, — HETPOMKHI TOJIOC C GapXaTHHIMUA HOTKaMU BbI3BAJT
BO BCEM MOEM TeJIE YKE UHYIO APOKb.

OH cHOBa ObUT CIIMIIIKOM OJTM3KO KO MHE, HEMO3BOJIUTENILHO OM3KO JIsI TOCTOPOHHETO MYK-
yrHBl. YTOOBI CMOTPETH €My B JIMIIO, HYKHO OBUIO TIOMHSATD TOJIOBY, & 51 HE MOIJIa PEIIUTHCS Ha ITO.
OnsTh onienierero 1 Bbigam cedst. [ToaToMy B3I MOM OCTAHOBHMIICSI HA YPOBHE €0 I'PY/IH.

— Bor em€. MeHns He Tak-TO POCTO... — HaYaJIa sl U OCEKJIACh.

Kaxercs, ceronns s 31y (ppasy yxe npousHocwia. BcnoMHMIOCh HEOXKUIaHHOE MOSIBIEHUE U
3ara/IouHOe MCYE3HOBEHUE OEJIoro mara.

— IlouemMy Bce CUMTAIOT, YTO MEH$ Tak JIETKO HalyraTh? — 3aKOHYMJIA s1 BOIIPOCOM.

— HenpocturenbHas ommoka, Kaioch. YK s-TO IOJKEH TIOMHHUTH, KaK BbI OTYMTAIA MOETO OpAU-
Hapia. befonara 10 cux mop He MOXeT PUIATH B cedsl, a OH He poOKoro aecsaTka. Ho ceituac ckopee
UCITyTaJICs 51, YCIBIIIAB 3BYK BhICTpEia. Bbl BRIMIANTE TaKOM OE33alMTHON U XPYIKOM.

— d He... — 51 3aJI0XHY/IACh, HE 3Has, YTO OTBETUTh. A MOTOM cOOOpa3mia: OH OPOCUIICS MEHS
cracarb: — Bbl mogymaiiu, 4To KTO-TO MOXET IPUYMHUATH MHE BPEZ Ha 3eMJIe MOEero orua’?

— 41 BouH, Cteanusi. B ornacHo# cutyaruu st IpUBBIK pearupoBaTh OBICTPO.

— 31ech HeT OMAaCHOCTH, — 51 BCE-TaKu coOpasach C yXOM, MOAHSIIA B3IV M 3aMepiia, CJIOBHO
3aBOPOKEHHAS.

CuHeBa B €ro IJa3ax CrycTiiach, B Hel MOSIBUINCH (PHOJIETOBbIE UCKOPKHU.

— 1151 Bac HET, — XpUILIO CKa3asl My)KUMHA M OKa3aJics eme Oke, BOT TOJNBKO 51 HE 3aMeTHJIa,
KOIJ1a OH cefaj mar. — [{1s MeHs ecTb.

Uro oH nMeeT B BUIY, Kakas onmacHOCTh? Bo pry mepecoxyio, u s oOnu3Hy/a ryobl. B3rsia
OapoHa rmepeMecTHICS Ha HUX, OH PE3KO BBIIOXHYJI H... HAKOHEII-TO OTBEN IJ1a3a.

C10oBHO HaTsiHyTast HUTOYKA JIONHYJA. [pIarh cTajno jierdye, Ho No4eMy-To y MEHs BbIPBAJICS
pa3ovapoBaHHbIN B30X, KaK OYATO 51 Yero-TO KAaja M He MOTyJria.

[lepecnipamuBarh BCIyX, O KakOil ONACHOCTH OH I'OBOPUT, He cTaja. He ManeHbkasi, KHUKKU
yntania. U cepatie MO€ BOIIpEeKH pasyMy 3aTpereTasno OT HeOOBbsICHUMOM, HA Ha YEM HEe OCHOBAHHOM
pajgocTu.

[Tay3a 3arsanynace.

Beipyuni syk, KOTOpBIH 51 BCE €IIE Aepkalia B pyKax.

— Iompobyete, 6apon? Wu Bl nipeanountaere apoaser?

— Hukakoii pa3HuIIbl, MEHSI YUUIU U TOMY, U IpyroMy. Tonbko, Tag... Credpanus, He Ha3bI-
BaiiTe MeHs 6apoHOM. MeHs 30ByT PoaH.

Sl nomxkHa OOBSCHUTH €MY, YTO Mbl HE HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMBI, YTOOBI. .. YTOOBI 4T0? DTO
BCero Jimib ums. [louemy Obl U HET.

CwMmernaBiuch, s1 cHoBa npomosyaia. [Ipocto npotsHyia eMy JIykK, crapasich CMOTPETh B CTO-
POHY, UTOOBI HE TTepeceubCs B3MIIIaMHU. DTO ObUIO OMMOKOM. Harm pyku BCTpeTHIMCh, MOM MaIbIbl
YTOHYJIM B €70 OTPOMHOM JIAJJOHU, ¥ MUP 3aMep, OalaHCUPYs Ha KPaIo MPOMacTy. A 3aTeM MOTOK kKapa
B OJIHO MTHOBEHHME 3aI10JTHUAJI MOIO PYKY JI0 IIeYa ¥ pacTeéKcs 1o Bcemy Teqy. JIyk otieTesn B CTOpoHy,
U s CHOBA, KaKk Tam, Ha Oepery, oka3ajach mpuxara K MOIIHOU rpyau. OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH Y MEHS
BBIPBAJICS MOJTY3a1yLIEHHBIN THCK. 51 CyIOpOKHO BAOXHYJIA U YHEpJAach JaJOHSIMHU B HaNpsKEHHbIE
MBIIIIIBI, THITASCh XOTh HEMHOTO OTCTPAHUTHLCS, HO €ro TyObl yXke KOCHYJIMCh MOMX, U s 3aMmepiia.
Koo pyk crasio cnabee. Poan qaBan MHe BO3MOXKHOCTB BbIOOpa. HysxHO 6b110. .. Ho ero ryosl mpo-
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JOJDKAJTA JTACKOBO CKOJIB3UTH [0 MOWM, OYEHb MATKO, OCTOPOKHO, TO ITPUXBATHIBASI OHY, TO HEKHO
MOKYChIBast Apyryio. U s HUKak He Moria coOpaThCsi ¢ CUJIaMH, YTOOBI ITPepBaTh, OCTAHOBHUTH TO, HA
YTO s HE MMeJla HUKAKOTO MpaBa. A MOTOM I TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa OOJiee HACTOMYMBOE MPUKOCHOBEHHE
SI3BIKA, PACKPHIBAIOIIIETO MOU I'YOBI, ¥ TIOTSIHYJIACh HaBCTpedy. S XxoTtena storo. f nuia ero ApixaHue,
I/I3bICKaHHblﬁ ap0MaT CIICIMM, 1 BOJIHBI HEI' 3aTOIINJIN HU3 JKUBOTA.

Horwu ocabenu, 51 Ov1 ynana, eciu 66l Poan He ckan MeHs B 00bsaTHsIX. Ero pyka mo-xo3siicku
Jlersia Ha Mo 3atbiIoK. [otienyii cran xéctue. KaxkapiM aBrkeHueM si3blka 1 Ty0 PoaH 3asBiisi Ha
MeHS TIpaBa.

Bropas pyka ckonb3HYJIa HUKE TTOSICHUIIB M CKaJla Tak, YTo S 3aCTOHAJIA, 3aTOTUICHHAS] HOBBIM
OKEeaHOM He3HAKOMBIX OIIyITeHuH. [Tablibl caMu BUENMITUCH B €ro TUedH, a 6€mnpa OecCThIIHO Mofa-
JIMCh HaBCTpeuy. Terneps Mexk/1y HaMH He ObUTO HUYEero KpoMe TOHKOHM TKaHU €ro IITAHOB U HEBECO-
MOTO TIIEJIKa MOETO TUIaThs. 1 4yBCTBOBAJIA kap €ro Teja U KAMEHHYIO0 TBEPAOCTD, MPHKABIIYIOCS K
MOeMY KHBOTY.

Ecnu Obl He. ..

Ho 310 «ecnmu Obl» CITy4niocs.

— Ilpekparu, Po, — Bo3ne Geceku, CKpecTUB pyKU Ha rpyau, cTosul MariucTp bepH. U B3misg
ero He MpeBelaT HI4ero XOpoIero.

Korma Poan otopBasicst oT Moux ry0, s 3acTOHaJIa OT pazoyapoBaHusi. Teso ropesno, TpedoBajio
MPOJOJIKEHH I, HO pa3yM NMOTUXOHBKY BO3BPAILIAJICS, ¥ 10 MEHsI HauaJl JOXOIUTh BECh KOIIIMap MOETO
TMIOJIOXKEHUS.

MeHsi 3acTany B OObATHSX YeJIOBEKa MOYTH HE3HAKOMOT'0, KOTOPOTO 51 BIIEPBbIE YBH/IEJIa BCETO-
TO HECKOJIbKO YacOB Ha3aj. JTO COBCEM HE MOXOXe Ha JErkuil (umpt. HeBo3MOXXHO HE 3aMeTUTb,
YTO s cama IIeTUIsIach 3a Hero.

41 ynepnach pykamu B rpyab PoaHa, meitasich orctpanuthes. bexkars, ckopee Oexarb OT CBOETO
6e3ymus 1 mo3zopa. HagesaTbest, 4To MarucTp He CTaHeT paccKas3blBaTh BCEM O TOM, YTO BHIEH, XOTS
Obl pajIi CBOETO 3HAKOMOTO.

[TouyBcTBOBaB MOE TpenbixaHue, PoaH B NepBbIil MOMEHT CxkKaJl MEHsI CUJIbHEE, CJIOBHO HE
Kejad OTIyCKarb, U TOJIBKO MOTOM PEIIUTEIIbHBIM IBMKCHUEM 3a/IBUHYJI 3a CITUHY.

Ho 10, 4T0 5 ycriena 3aMeTHTh, 3aCTaBIJIO MEHsI YCOMHUTBCSI B COOCTBEHHOM paccyke. [aza
Poana, npesxae yeM OH MOBEPHYJICSA K MAruCTpy, MOJIBIXHYJIA OTHEM, 3pauKy CTAJI BEPTUKAIbHBIMU.
Ha stor pa3 Horu MeHsi Bcé-taku noasenan. OkazaBIuch 0e3 MOAAEPKKH, s MOMPOCTYy CTeKJIa Ha
3eMIII0.

I'HeBHBIN PBIK IIPAMO HA0 MHOH 3aCTaBUJI MEHS BTAHYTb I'OJIOBY B IVICYH.

ITO YTO, TOT JKE CaAMbIi YeJIOBEK ¢ OapXaTHHIMU HOTKaMU B rojoce?

W3-3a 0XBaTUBIIIEro MEeHs yxkaca s pa3odpajia OHO €IUHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO: «Mos».

UYro oTBeTMII Mar, s TeM 6oJiee He paccblliajia, IOTOMY 4TO, KOTJIa MEeHsI UTO-TO ITyTraeT, s He
3aMHpalo, a HAYMHAIO JeWCTBOBATD.

1 ycrniena HBIpHYTB B 3apOCJIH JIO TOTO, KaK Ha MO JIIOOUMO¥M, Ha MOe COKPOBEHHOM MOJISTHKE
3arpoxoTajio no-Hacrosimemy. bexats ckopee. S 6exana He OT JBYX CLETUBIIUXCS MaroB, KOTOpPbIE
MOTJIM TIPOCTO CJYYailHO PAcTONTaTh TAaKyI0 MeJlodb, Kak 5. 1 6exana ot cedst, 605Ch MOHATH, YTO
MMEHHO CO MHOU IMPOU30IILIO.

ToJIbKO OKa3aBIIKCh B YXOKEHHOM 4acT Mapka, OCTAaHOBMIIACh NepeBecTH ayx. C ajuien 1oHO-
CUJIMCh TOJI0CA TYJISIONIHX, AETCKUI BU3T. XOpolla e s Oy/1y, €Clv BHICKOYY Tepell HIMH U3 KyCTOB
B U3MATOM U PaCTPENAHHOM BUJIE.

UYro nenats? [Is Havasa MPOABIIATLCS, YHATh CTYK CEpalia ¥ XOTb HEMHOTO TIPUBECTH ceOst
B TIOPAJIOK, & TaM, 1O OOKOBOM JOPOXKKE MPOOpPaThCsi TUXOHBKO K ceOe C 3aJHEro Kpbuiblia Yepes
aBepb 1is cayr. EcTh maHc 1oOparbesi 10 CBOMX MOKOEB He3aMeueHHOW. [ 0CTH TeMu Kopuaopamu
He xonaT. OnaceH TOMbKO HEOOJIBINON OTPE30K IyTH Tepe]] cCaMoil KOMHATOM.

44



C. ®eppo. «OrHeHHas JJis IpaKOHA»

Bor TonbKo sierde 610 cKa3arh, yeM caesath. EiBa s ocTaHOBHUIIACH, BCE MBICIH, OT KOTOPBIX
s yoerasa, TOrHAJIM U OOPYIIMIIMCh Ha MEHsI, KaK KOPIIYH Ha MAYYTY.

[Nepen rma3aMu 3amMeNnbKaId KapTHHKU: BUJICHUE Ha Oepery, XOTsl Kakoe TaM BHJICHUE, TeTiepb
SICHO, YTO HUYETO MHE HE ITOMEPEILUIIOChH, a €IlIE cJIoBa BUieHbI 1 €€ pUCyHOK Ha cTekJie. BOT Toibko
KOTJa OHa yCTieJia MIOHSITh, KTO TAaKOB 3TOT MHUMBIN O6apoH? Vi ero apakoHbe BBICOUECTBO YCIIENO
npukarh U e€ B TEMHOM yronke? f 3axkana por o0erMMu pyKamu, IBITasiCh ylepkarh Kpuk. Kak xe
BCE MPOCTO: IPAKOH B MTOUCKAX MMOKUBbI.

Hpim, Tagdgu. [Ipocto gpimm.

Jli060Bb? Ara-ara, K MJICHbKON MPOBUHIIMAIBHON TTYTIBIIIKE.

Hoporast most Tacbpu, pa3Be Thl He HAUMTANIACh KHUT O JTIOOBEOOUJIbHBIX U TIOXOT/IMBBIX Jpa-
koHax? [la-/a, B KOHIIE pOMaHa OHM HEMPEMEHHO BCTPEYaloT M30PAHHUILY U CTAHOBSITCS MUJIBIMU
JIOMaIIHUMHU 3BepyInkamu. Thl B 3T0 Bepuiib? B BommeOHyo cka3ky? Bpock, Tl Oblla Ha BOJIOCOK
OT TOTO, YTOOBI OMIO30PUTH CBOIO CEMbIO, OCJIaBUTh OTIa Ha Bc€ [Ipearopee. e TBOst ropnocTs?

Bor ceifyac MHe, efBa He CTaBIIed JIErKoW J0ObIYel M30AJTOBAaHHOTO BHUMAaHHMEM IPHHIIA,
JOJKHO OBLIO CTaTh CTHIIHO. JI0IKHO OBUIO, HO BMECTO 3TOTO MEHSI CKPYTHJIO OT YyIOBUIIHOM OOJH.
B rpyau v )kuBOTE CTSIHYJIO TaK, YTO s OIATH HE yCTOsuIa Ha Horax. Ha ry0ax Bc€ eme€ octaBasicsi BKYC
3araJJOYHOM CIIeINH, KOKa Ha )KUBOTE M OEApax ropesyia OrHéM, a 00J1b BHI3Y KHBOTA MIEPEKIIMKAIACh
¢ GeccThIHBIM skenaHneM. OKa)XuCh OH CHOBA PSIIOM, CMOTY JIM Sl COITPOTUBIISITHCS ?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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