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AHHOTaAIUSA

XoTute pa3sBUTh TIOHMMaHWE TPOYUTAHHOTO, PACIIMPHUTh
CIIOBapHBII 3amac U TMPOKavyaTh KOMMYHHIKATUBHBIC HABBIKU
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O TalHaX TBOPYECKOM W JIMYHOU KWU3HU JIETEHIAPHBIX MHCATEseH.
C Hell He mpuaeTCs MOHOTOHHO 3ay4WBaTh Martepual. MOXHO
COBMECTUTh TMIPUSITHOE C TIONE3HBIM: TIPUKOCHYTBCS K JKU3HU
Y TBOPYECTBY TEHHEB, a 3aTeM, BJIOXHOBUBIIIHCH, C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM
MPUCTYIUTH K OTPAOOTKE OCHOBHBIX HABBIKOB BJIAJICHU ST AHTJIMHACKVIM.
I['maBHOH M3IOMMHKOM KHUTH ABJISIOTCA JETEKTUBHBIE 3aragku
Ha JIOTHKY, [UIsl pellieHrsI KOTOPHIX MMOHAI00UTCS HE MPOCTO TOHSATh
CMBICT HAIMCAaHHOTO, HO TaKXe IPOaHAJIM3NPOBAaTh BCE MOTHBBI
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Introduction

Jloporue unrarenu, pejJiaraio BaM OKyHYTbCS B YBJIEKATE Ib-
HBI MUP TaiiH, 3arajlok u pacciepoBanuii. [lepen Bamu KHura,
KOTOpasi TO3HAKOMHT BaC C 3aHUMATeIbHBIMU (baKTaMu Ororpa-
(pym IerenIapHBIX NKcaTesen JETEKTUBHOIO JKaHpPa U MTPUOTKPO-
€T 3aBeCy TalHbl HaJl UX TBOPYECKOM U JIMYHOM KU3HBIO. Eciy BBl
XOTUTE TIOYYBCTBOBAaTh Ce0s1 HACTOSIIMM JETEKTUBOM, a 3a0/-
HO 3((PEKTUBHO YIy4IIUTh Pa3rOBOPHBIC HABBIKM AHIVIMMCKOIO
S13pIKa ¥ paCIIMPUTH CBOM CJIOBAPHBIM 3aI1aC, TO MOXKHO IIPUHATD
yJyacTue B pacciie[JOBaHUM 3allyTaHHbIX IpecTyruieHui. [1ogo0-
HO 3HAMEHHTBIM CHIIIMKaM, YTOObI BBITH Ha CJIe1 IPECTYIHUKA,
BBl OyZieTe MCKaTh MIOI03PEBAEMbIX, IPOBEPSITh UX AJIMOH U CO-
Ouparh yIMKH. DTa KHUTA MTOMOXKET HE TOJbKO y3HATh MHOIO
HOBOTO O T'€HUsAX JETEKTMBHOIO KaHpa, HO TaKkKe C MOMOIIBIO
UTPOBBIX METO/IOB YBJIEKATEJIbBHO U UHTEPECHO Pa3BUTh BHUMA-
TEJILHOCTB K JIETAJIAIM M JIOTMYeCKOe MblluieHre. Bam He mpuaer-
¢ MOHOTOHHO 3ay4MBaTh Marepuaj. HarpoTus, MOXKHO coBMe-
CTUTh IIPUATHOE C MOJIE3HBIM: IPUKOCHYTHCA K KU3HU U TBOpYE-
CTBY T€HUEB, a 3aTEM, BJIOXHOBUBILKUCH, C YAOBOJIbCTBUEM IPH-
CTYITUTh K OTPaOOTKE OCHOBHBIX HABHIKOB BIIAJCHUS AHIJINN-
CKHUM $I3bIKOM. Y Bac Takke OydeT BO3MOKHOCTb OOCYAUTh KHU-
', KOTOpBIE IIPOU3BEJIM HA BAC BIIEYATIIEHUE, U MIOJEJIUTHCS CBO-
VMU SMOLIUSIMHU.

KHura paccmarprBaeT MHTEPECHBIE (DAKTBI U3 KU3HU HEIIpe-



B30MEHHBIX MACTEPOB AETEKTUBHOIO )KaHpPa, TAKUX Kak ApTyp
Konan Jlovin, Arata Kpucru, Darap Annan [o, Kopx CumeHoH,
VYunku Konnmunaz u Mapu Pobeprc Paiinxaprt. Bee 6uorpadun
COIPOBOXKJAIOTCS AKTYaJIbHOW JIEKCUKOU Y 33/1aHUSIMU Ha [TOHU-
MaHHe CMbICJIa POYUTAHHOIO, PACIIMPEHHE CIOBAPHOIO 3araca
Y Pa3BUTHE KOMMYHUKATUBHBIX HABBIKOB. | JTABHOW M3IOMUHKOM
KHUTH SIBJISIOTCS JETEKTUBHBIE 3arajIku Ha JIOTUKY, JUIS perlie-
HUS1 KOTOPBIX TOHAJOOUTCS HE MPOCTO MOHSTh CMbICIT HAIMCAH-
HOT'O, HO TaK:Ke MPOaHaJM3MPOBATh BCE MOTUBHI U (DAKTHI, UTO-
OBl PaCKpPBITh 3aIlyTAHHOE [IeJI0. B KOHIIE KHUTH €CTh TIepeBOIbI
(He 10CIOBHBIE, HO MOJTHO NMEPEAAIOLINE CMbICIT) TEKCTOB U KJIIO-
YU K yIPakHEHUsIM, KOTOpbIe IOMOTYT ITPOBEPUTDH ceOs1 6e3 1o-
Mot npenonasaresns. JlioOutenu nutat u aopusmMoB OIEHST
NOI0OPKY MYIPBIX BBICKA3bIBAHWIA BEJIUKHX ITHACATEIICH.

MHorue 3aJaHusi 3TOr0 U3JaHUs MOCBSIIEHb 00CYKICHHIO
npousBeieHnid. UToObl MONENUThCS CBOMMMU BIIEYATICHUSIMU
WIA HAalUCaTh OT3bIB O IMPOYMTAHHOM KHUIE, O3HAKOMBTECh
¢ HanOoJiee OMY/ISIPHBIMU U TTOJIE3HBIMH BBIPAXKEHUSIMHU.

@ The book is narrated by... / ctopus Begercs OT JuIia. . .

@ The events take place in... / JlelicTBMe KHUTHU MPOUCXO-
JWT B...

@ The main characters of the book are... / [maBHbIME TepoO-
SIMU KHUTHU SIBJISIIOTCSL. . .

@ The book is titled... / Knura Hocut Ha3BaHue. . .

@® This book is a real page-turner! / OT 3TOll KHUTY HEBO3-
MOKHO OTOpBaThCs!



@ This book is exactly what I've been looking for! / 1o nmen-
HO Ta KHUTa, KOTOPYIO 5 UcKa!

® This book captured my imagination like nothing
before. / Dta kHUra 3axBaTiia MOoe BOOOpakeHue, Kak HU OfHA
Jpyrasi 10 3TOro.

@ It kept me intrigued from start to end. / Dta KHUTA UHTPU-
TyeT C MEPBBIX CTPAHMII U I0 CAMOTO KOHIIA.

@ The book is fast-paced. / [ToBecTBOBaHUE B KHUTE Pa3BU-
BAETCsI CTPEMUTEITHHO.

@ I really loved an unexpected twist in the story. / MHe 6e3ym-
HO TOHPABWJICS HEOKUIAHHBIN MOBOPOT CIOKETA.

@ The book is worth reading. / 9Ty KHUT'Y CTOUT MTPOYUTATb.

@® The ending was a tear-jerker. / KoHIloBKa KHUTM TpOHY/Ia
MEHS 10 CJIE3.

@ The plot of the story is simple. / CroeT KHUTH He3aMbIC-
JIOBar.

@ informative — nHGOPMATUBHBIN, CONEPKATEBHBIN;

@ thought-provoking — HaBoAIIMIA HA Pa3MBIIILICHUS;

@ breathtaking — 3aXBaThIBAOIIUN TyX;

@ casy to read — JIerKuii 1Sl YTSHUS;

@ amusing — 3a0aBHBI;

@ exciting — yBJIeKaTeTbHbI;

@ boring — CKy4HBbIIf;

@ predictable — mpeacka3yemblii;

@ hard to read — ClIOXKHBIN I YTEHUA.

Jlis pelieHus royioBoioMok (brain-teasers) v pacKpbITUs 3a-



MYTaHHBIX MPECTYIUIEHUI MOHAA00SATCS CIEeayIOIIHe MOJIe3HbIe
CJIOBA U BBIPAKEHUSI.

@ Motive for the crime — motus npecrymienus: She has no
motive for the crime. ¥ Hee HET MOTHBA MIPECTYIUICHUS.

® To commit a crime — coBepmmTh npecryruieHue: I've
figured out who committed a crime. §I BbIsICHWIA, KTO COBEPILINI
NPECTyIUICHHUE.

® Crime scene — mecto npecryrmienus: The police arrived
at the crime scene. [Tonuiws mpuoObLIa HA MECTO MPECTYTUICHUS.

@ 7o solve the crime — packpwiTh npectyruieHre: We have
half an hour to solve the crime. ¥V Hac ecTb nonvaca, 4ToObI pac-
KPBITb TIPECTYILICHUE.

@ To have an alibi — umets anmubu: Each of them has an alibi.
V Kaxk[I0ro U3 HAX €CTh AJIMOM.

@ To search for clues/evidence — vickatp ynuku: I searched
far and wide for clues. {1 uckana ynvku noscromy.

® To interrogate — mpoBOIUTH JIOMPOC, ONPAIIUBATH:
Detective Williams interrogated the suspects. Mucrep Yubsimc
OIPOCHJT BCEX MOJO3PEBAEMBIX.

@® The main suspect — miaBHBI MOgO3peBaeMblii: Mr.
Johnson is our main suspect. Mucrep [IKOHCOH — Halll IJIaBHbII
NIO/103PEBACMBIM.

@ Disinterested party — HeauHTepecoBaHHasi CTOpoHa: Mr.
Smith is a disinterested party. Mucrep CMUT — HE3aMHTEPECO-
BaHHAsI CTOPOHA.

® To be guilty/innocent — ObITh BAUHOBHBIM/HEBUHOBHBIM



He is guilty. OH BUHOBEH.




Agatha Christie

(September 15, 1890 — January 12, 1976)

“Every family has a skeleton in the cupboard,” as the
English say. This famous proverb means that everyone has their
own secrets, hidden away from view. The unknown is always
intriguing and beckoning. Anyway, we are eager to know
the truth that others want to hide. That is how the world really
works. Obviously, the secret lives of legendary people seem even
more exciting and interesting. As for Agatha Christie, her life
itself looked more like an action-packed detective story with
an unpredictable ending.

Every school kid can tell you who Agatha Christie was, but not
everyone knows her secrets. In fact, her life was filled with
mysteries. Admirers of Christie’s talent are still puzzling over her
mysterious disappearance that shocked the world. Just imagine:
police are desperately searching for a missing woman who
left her daughter with her nanny and vanished in suspicious
circumstances. The next day, her car is found abandoned, about
an hour’s drive from home. And what about the main character?
She seems to have vanished into thin air, and nobody knows
where to find her. Meanwhile, the missing woman is enjoying



her stay at the hotel in Yorkshire. Does this episode ring a bell
to you? It sounds like a plot of a mystery story, right? Yet, this
1s the real-life story of the iconic writer Agatha Christie. So, what
happened back then? This chapter tells a fascinating story of a
woman who became one of the greatest writers of all time, while
also lifting the veil on her extremely private life. You’ll find out
some lesser-known facts that will probably surprise you.

Agatha Christie is the unsurpassed “Queen of Crime” and one
of the world’s best-selling novelists. Her books are outsold only
by the Bible and the works of Shakespeare. In her career,
Agatha Christie wrote sixty-six mystery novels under her own
name and another six under the pen name Mary Westmacott.
She also published a number of short story collections, numerous
plays, and an autobiography. Among her most famous books are
Murder on the Orient Express, The Mysterious Affair at Styles,
The ABC Murders, Death on the Nile, and many others. And it’s
no secret that Agatha created iconic characters — Hercule Poirot
and Miss Marple.

Agatha Mary Clarissa Miller was born on September 15,
1890, in Torquay, a seaside town in south-western England.
She was the youngest of three children born to Frederick
and Clarissa Miller. Agatha had two older siblings named
Margaret and Louis. Curiously, little Agatha never went to school
and was educated at home. Since early childhood, she loved
books, and by the age of five, she taught herself to read. Little
Agatha had a rich imagination. As a child she invented imaginary



friends and began writing poems. When she was eleven,
her beloved father died of a heart attack. This terrible misfortune
came out of the blue. In addition to financial hardships, Agatha
had to become a support for her mom, who grieved the loss
of her loved one. They managed to overcome all life’s challenges,
and over time Agatha took piano and singing lessons. She could
have become a great pianist, but her natural shyness and stage
fright prevented her from pursuing a career in music.

It was in 1912, when Agatha met her first husband
Archibald Christie, a military officer in the Royal Flying Corps.
They got married two years later, on Christmas Eve 1914.
With the outbreak of the First World War, the married couple
was forced to live apart: Agatha remained in her hometown
Torquay and worked as a nurse in a Red Cross hospital, while
Archie went to France. Over time, Agatha became an assistant
pharmacist in a hospital, where she learned much about poisons.
It was precisely this fact that left an imprint on her work: poison
is among fiction’s most popular murder weapons.

Her first novel The Mysterious Affair at Styles, Agatha wrote
in 1916 and dedicated it to her mother Clarissa. It introduced
Hercule Poirot, the eccentric and brilliant detective. However,
the journey to publishing this book was a long one. After being
turned down by numerous publishers, Agatha Christie published
her debut novel only in 1920.

As the years went on, the relationship between Agatha and her
husband hit a dead end. Shortly after the birth of their daughter



Rosalind, the couple grew significantly apart. One day, on return
from his business trip, her husband Archie announced that he
had fallen in love with another girl named Nancy Neele. As it
turned out, Nancy, unlike Agatha, shared his passion for golf.
This news was a terrible blow for the writer. In fact, she loved
her husband all those years and waited for him to come back
from the war. Her whole world collapsed overnight, and she felt
totally devastated. For a while, they tried to save their marriage,
especially for their daughter’s sake. However, as the saying goes,
“A cracked bell can never sound well.” One day, after a fierce
argument, Archie left their house. The harsh reality was that he
was going to divorce her. Later she would write in her memoirs,
“I suppose, with those words, that part of my life — my happy,
successful, confident life — ended.” Actually, separation is always
a painful and heartbreaking experience, and everyone reacts
differently to breaking up. As it turned out, Agatha Christie
was vulnerable and sensitive, yet very strong. So, what do you
think happened next? Fiction suddenly became reality: Agatha
vanished without a trace.

The mysterious disappearance of Agatha Christie haunts
our minds and imagination to this very day. This intrigue
deserves an Oscar. So, what happened that night? According
to her biographer, before disappearance Agatha Christie wrote
a letter to her secretary Carlo Fisher, asking to cancel the hotel
reservation in Yorkshire. She also sent letters to her husband
Archie and his brother Campbell. Naturally, the question arises:



was it all made up? Perhaps, the “Queen of Crime” was preparing
her escape plan. However, let’s not get ahead of ourselves!
Agatha kissed her little daughter goodnight and drove off.

The next morning, her car and personal belongings were found
abandoned. Agatha Christie’s disappearance caused a great
public outcry. There was huge speculation over the causes
of this mysterious disappearance. Many predicted the worst-
case scenario. The media suspected that Agatha Christie had
been kidnapped. Some suggested that her husband Archie was
involved in this disappearance, others suggested that she drowned
herself. There was also speculation that Agatha took revenge
on her husband. According to another version, it was a cunning
ploy: she staged the entire disappearance to attract more audience
to her new book.

This was one of the biggest country’s manhunts: more than
a thousand police officers, up to 15,000 volunteers, and even
her beloved dog searched for the missing writer. On top of that,
two other famous writers — Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Dorothy
Sayers — joined in the search.

Agatha Christie had been missing for eleven days. She was
found, safe and well, in Harrogate, Yorkshire. It turned out that
she had checked into the hotel under the surname of “Neele,”
the last name of Archie’s lady friend,which complicated
the search. Agatha Christie didnt comment on what had
happened, claiming loss of memory. Doctors suggested she
suffered a nervous breakdown. It’s still unclear whether her loss



of memory was staged or caused by stress. Curiously, she didn’t
recognize her husband Archie when he came to visit her. Agatha
Christie never discussed the circumstances of her disappearance
in detail, even with family or friends.

Anyway, the investigation came to a dead end. Amazingly,
the mystery still remains unsolved, and we are left with more
questions than answers. Who knows, maybe Agatha Christie
wanted to let people finish the story for her.

Agatha and Archie split up. The divorce was tough
on her. It took a while to cope with painful emotions
and move on. Two years after divorcing Archie, Agatha married
the archeologist Max Mallowan and joined him for regular
expeditions to Iraq and Syria. 1 guess they bonded over
the passion for traveling. Despite the difference in age — Agatha
was fourteen years older than her husband — it was a happy
marriage.

Agatha Christie was a very private person. And the more
famous the writer became, the more she shunned publicity.
Even so, she was full of life! Agatha would say, “I have
sometimes been wildly despairing, acutely miserable, racked
with sorrow, but through it all I still know quite certainly that
just to be alive is a grand thing.” As I see it, Agatha Christie was
a true adventure seeker. Her wanderlust and spirit of adventure
encouraged Agatha and her husband to go on a round-the-world
trip for ten months.

Agatha Christie died on January 12, 1976, at age 85, but she



will forever remain in the hearts of her devoted readers.



Vocabulary

every family has a skeleton in the cupboard [ 'evr1 feam(o)lr

hez o 'skelitn i di: 'kabad] — B Kaxk 1011 ceMbe €CTh CBOU CKEJIETHI
B mkady

be eager [bi 'i:g0] — xaxaarh, OUEHb XOTETh, CTPEMUTHCS UTO-

0o criennarh

action-packed [ '@k|n pekt] — ocTpociokeTHbIHI

puzzle over [pAzl '05vo] — TOMaTh TOJIOBY HaJl 9Y€M-TO

g0 missing [gos ‘'misin] — mponacTs 6e3 BecTu

missing person [ 'misiy p3:sn] — nmponasmmii 6e3 BecTu
suspicious [so'sp1fos] — MOAO3pUTEbHBINA, COMHUTETBHBIN
ring a bell [r1 o bel] — 6bITH 3HAKOMBIM, HATIOMHHATH O YEM-

TO/KOM-TO (uouoma)

vanish/disappear ['veni| diso'pro] — ucue3HyTh

without a trace [wr'Oast o treis] — OecciieqHO

lift the veil [1ift di: veil] — mpuOTKPBITH 3aBecy
unsurpassed [ Ansor'pa@st] — HepeB30HACHHbII

be outsold (by) [bi aut'sould bai] — iMeTs MeHbIIIUT CIIPOC,

4eM 4TO-100 Apyroe

best-selling novelist [ best'selin 'na:velist] — aBTop Gectces-

JIEpOB, CaMblii TPOJIABAEMbI MKCATEb

novelist [ na:valist] — pomanucT, nucarenb
novel [ na:vl] — poman
mystery novel [ ' mistort 'na:vl] — neTekTuB, IETEKTUBHBINA PO-



MaH

detective story [dr'tektrv 'sto:rr] — AeTeKTHB, JAeTEKTUBHBII
pomaH

play [plei] — cnekTakJib, nbeca

autobiography [ o:tobar'a:grofi] — aBro6uorpadus

short story collection [[o:t 'sto:r1 ka'lek|n] — cOopHMK KOpOT-
KHMX PacCKa3oB

pen name [pen nerm|] — JUTEPATyPHBII NICEBIOHUM

maiden name [meidn nerm] — neBuubs pamMuIus

publish ['pablif] — mybnukoBath

thrilling ['Or1li] — 3axBaThIBaIOIIMIA, OCTPOCIOKETHBIM, yBJIe-
KaTeJIbHbIN

iconic character [ar'ka:nik 'keerokto] — Ky/JbTOBBIH, JiereH-
JApHBIN TIEPCOHAX

interestingly [ 'intrestigli] — m0060NBITHO, MpUMEYATETHHO

curiously [ kjsortosli] — m000MBITHO, KAK HU CTPAHHO

obviously ['a:bviasli] — oueBHIHO, MO-BUAUMOMY

misfortune [mis'fo:fon] — Hecuactbe, 6ena, rope

out of the blue [ast ov di: blu:] — coBepiieHHO HEOKUTAHHO,
KaK I'POM Cpeiu sICHOTo Heba

financial hardship [fer'nen[(o)l 'ha:dfip] — dunancoBbie
TPYIHOCTH

grieve the loss [gri:v di: 1o:s] — mepexuBath yTpaty

overcome challenges [o5va'kam 'felondziz] — npeogoneBath
TPYIHOCTH

stage fright [steids frait] — 60sI3Hb ClieHBI



pursue a career [pa'sju: o ko'r10] — moctpouTs Kapbepy

live apart [lv o'pa:t] — XuTh pa3aeabHO

remain [r1' mein| — ocraBaTbCs

poison ['poizn] — 57

leave an imprint (on) [li:v &n 1m'print a:n] — ocTaBUTSH Ciief,
OTIIEYATOK

dedicate [ dedikert] — mocBsiars, npegHa3HaYaTh

hit a dead end [hit o ded end] — 3axoauTh B TYyNMK

grow apart [gros o'pa:t] — oTaansAThCs Apyr OT apyra

as it turned out [&z 1t t3:nd ast] — KaK OKa3aJ10Ch, BBISICHU-
JIOCh

overnight [ osvo'nart] — B ofHOYache, HEOKUJAHHO, MTHO-
BEHHO

devastated ['devostertid] — omycToIIeHHBIN, TOTABJICHHBIN

separation [ sepo re1fn] — pa3iyka, paccraBaHue

breaking up [ 'breikin Ap] — paccraBanue, pa3pbiB

split up [split Ap] — paccraBaTbCsl, paCXOAUTHCS

divorce [d1'vo:s] — pa3BecTuch

vulnerable ['valnorobl] — ysa3BuMBIi, Oe33aMUTHBITA

kiss goodnight [kis gwsd'nait] — mnonenoBath KOro-To
Ha HOYb, TIEpeJl CHOM

personal belongings [ 'p3:sonl br'lo:nimz] — muynbe Benm

speculation [spekjs'lein] — mpeamnonoxenue, TOMbICEN, 10-
rajika

worst-case scenario [w3:st keis so'narios] — Hauxymmmn
CLIEHapuu



kidnap ['kidnap] — noxumars

take revenge (on) [teik r1'vends a:n] — otoMcTUTB, B3SITh pe-
BaHIII

cunning ploy [ 'kanin plor] — xutpsiii xox

stage [steidz] — uHCLIEHMPOBAThH

manhunt ['ma&nhant] — mpecyieoBanue, po3bICK

cause a public outcry [ko:z o 'pablik ‘astkrar] — BbI3bIBaTH
0OITIeCTBEHHBIN pe30HAHC

nervous breakdown ['n3:vas 'bretkdasn] — HepBHBIN CpBHIB

loss of memory [lo:s ov ‘'memort]| — nmotepst namsTu

bond over [ba:nd 'a5va] — cXoaUTHCS, COMMKATLCS HA TTOYBE

passion for traveling [pz[n fo: 'treevoliy] — cTpacTpb k myTe-
IIeCTBUSAM

wanderlust [ 'wa:ndolast] — cTpacTb K MmyTemmecTBUusIM

adventure seeker [od'ventfo 'si:ko] — uckarenbp npukoye-
HUN



Exercises

Exercise 1. Answer the following questions:

1) What does the English proverb “Every family has a skeleton
in the cupboard” mean?

2) When and where was Agatha Christie born?

3) What was her maiden name?

4) Did Agatha have any siblings?

5) How many books did Agatha Christie write?

6) What famous fictional characters did Agatha Christie
create?

7) What kind of education did she get?

8) At what age did Agatha Christie learn to read?

9) What did she like doing in her free time as a child?

10) What prevented Agatha from pursuing a career in music?

11) What was her first husband’s name?

12) What did Agatha Christie do during World War 1?7

13) When was her debut novel published? How much time did
it take her to find a publisher?

14) Who did Agatha Christie dedicate her first book to?

15) Did Agatha have any children?

16) What caused her mysterious disappearance?

17) Were there any versions of what had happened?

18) How long had Agatha been missing before she was found?

19) Where was she found?



20) What name was the reservation under?

21) Did she give an explanation of her disappearance?

22) What did doctors say about her condition?

23) In your opinion, what was the main reason for her
disappearance?

24) How long did it take her to get over a divorce?

25) What was her second husband’s name?

26) What was his profession?

27) In your opinion, what kind of person was Agatha Christie?

28) Have you ever read any books by Agatha Christie?
What is your opinion on it?

29) What book have you recently read that really
impressed you?

30) What kind of books do you like to read?

Exercise 2. Find the equivalents of the following words
and phrases in the text:

OCTPOCIOKETHBIN JIETEKTHB C HEIMpPeICKa3yeMon Pa3Bs3KOM;
MHCIIEHNPOBATh COOCTBEHHOE MCUE3HOBEHNUE; HEMTPEB30MACHHAS
KOpOJIeBa IETEKTUBHOTO KaHpa; COOPHUK KOPOTKUX PACCKa30B;
KYJIbTOBBII TIEPCOHAXK; TOPSYO JIIOOMMBIN OTell; BOOOpakaeMble
Jpy3bsi; IEpeKUBATh YTPATY; KaK TPOM CPEIU SICHOTO HeOa; )KUTh
B Pa3JlyKe; OTHOIIEHHUS 3allIH B TYMHK; TAMHCTBEHHOE UCYE3HO-
BEHMUE; LieJ1asi U HeBPEeAUMAsT; CIPABUTHCS ¢ 00JI€3HEHHBIMU SMO-
IUSIMU; CTPACTD K MyTEIIECTBUSIM; UICUE3HOBEHHUE BbI3BAJIO OOJTb-
IIOU OOIIECTBEHHBI PE30HAHC; TAK YCTPOEH MUP; OHU OTAAJIH-
JIVCh JIPYT OT Apyra; Opath ypoku (pOpPTENHAHO U TICHUS]; MEHee



U3BECTHBIE (DAKTHI; JIOMATh TOJIOBY; XOAWJIM CIyXH; OTOMCTHUTD
MYXKY; 3apErUCTPUPOBATHCS] B TOCTUHUIIE

Exercise 3. Give the Russian equivalents of the following
words and phrases:

the world’s best-selling novelist; a cunning ploy; to go on a
round-the-world trip; a true adventure seeker; to overcome all
life’s challenges; over time; to vanish without a trace in suspicious
circumstances; an hour’s ride from home; financial hardships;
to pursue a career in music; a private person; to move on; siblings;
to leave an imprint (on); a fierce argument; to be home schooled;
to check into a hotel; military officer; natural shyness; to have
a rich imagination; the world collapsed overnight; to prepare
an escape plan; to come to a dead end; personal belongings

Exercise 4. Match the words with their definitions:



Word Definition

1) to vanish a) a strong desire to travel

2) wanderlust b) to stop having a close relationship with
somebody over a period of time

3) to grow apart c) an official examination of the facts about
a situation, crime, etc

4) pen name d) the act of forming opinions about what has
happened or what might happen without
knowing all the facts

5) investigation e) to disappear from sight quickly; to become
invisible

6) speculation f) a name used by a writer instead of their real
name

7) misfortune g) bad luck; misery

8) adventure seeker | h) a brother or a sister

9) sibling i) a person who enjoys exciting new experiences,
especially going to unusual places

10) maiden name |j) a woman’s family name before marriage




Detective Riddle No. 1

Have you ever dreamed of becoming a detective? If so, let’s
see if you have the ability to be one. Read the story carefully
and collect all the clues that lead to the suspect. Find all
the information needed to solve the mystery.

@ Collect the evidence, check out alibis and interrogate each
suspect to solve the crime.

@ Possible suspects: Mr. Johnson, Ann, Pam, Nick, Cindy.

Ms. Smith, an English teacher, got to school a few minutes
before the beginning of the lesson. She came across her colleague
Mr. Johnson, in the entrance hall, and they had a small talk.
She put her handbag and the classroom key on the table
and answered the phone. Three of her students (Ann, Pam,
and Nick) were standing nearby. Then Ms. Smith checked
her email on her smartphone. There was a message from her
student Cindy with a request. The girl explained her reason
for not attending school. Then Ms. Smith looked at her watch
and hurried to the classroom. The class test was scheduled to start
in five minutes.

When Ms. Smith got there, she started feeling that something
was wrong. The door was locked, and the students were waiting
outside. Ann was helping her classmate with his homework.
She was a straight A student and was always ready for school.
Pam was playing games on her mobile. She was standing



by herself, which was unusual for her. Pam wasn’t too nervous
because she had prepared for the test the day before. Nick looked
upset or puzzled. He did poorly at school and lagged behind his
classmates. Yesterday, his mom got a letter from the headmaster
about his poor school attendance.

As it turned out, the key was nowhere to be found.
Someone had stolen it. Miss Marple entered the crime scene
and immediately solved the case. Who was the thief?






Arthur Conan Doyle

(May 22, 1859 — July 7, 1930)

It is no wonder they say that a talented person is talented
in everything. This catchphrase fully reflects the personality
of Arthur Conan Doyle, the legendary writer, poet, physician,
sportsman, and spiritualist. This list goes on indefinitely. Well,
I happen to think that Arthur Conan Doyle was an all-rounder,
successful in anything he did. He was a man of great intelligence
and boundless energy. However, at the same time, his life was
full of contradictions and paradoxes. After all, judge for yourself:
how could a skilled physician believe in the existence of fairies
and ghosts? Could it be that, somewhere deep in his heart, he was
still a child? He was so desperate for the supernatural that strange
things started to happen in his life. Did you know that his first
book was mysteriously lost in the post? Can it really be true
that we attract what we believe? Let’s look for answers to these
and other questions and trace the remarkable life of the greatest
writer of all time — Arthur Conan Doyle.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is the “literary father” of Sherlock
Holmes, the most popular fictional character in the history
of literature. The legendary writer was born on May 22,



1859, in Edinburgh, into a prosperous family. His mother,
Mary, was a lively and well-educated woman who had
a passion for books. Arthur would often say that he inherited
his storytelling talent from her. Doyle’s father, Charles,
was an illustrator and a watercolorist; a member of a well-
respected artistic family. However, a lot of his talent was
wasted because of his health issues. Charles always felt he
could do more. As I see it, he was constantly haunted by fears,
doubts, and unfulfilled dreams of becoming a prominent artist.
Among other things, Charles became more and more depressed
and frustrated because he was unable to provide for his family.
Unfortunately, he spent his later years in asylums and nursing
homes. Certainly, the difficult situation in the family couldn’t but
leave a trace on the character of the legendary writer.

The Doyle family struggled financially. Everything rested
on the shoulders of Arthur’s mother: running the household,
bringing up children, and taking care of the family. She struggled
to create a calm home and a peaceful atmosphere and told her
children tales of brave knights. As I see it, this circumstance
greatly affected the legendary writer’s personality and worldview:
Arthur Conan Doyle was guided by high moral principles all his
life. When little Arthur turned nine, his wealthy relatives offered
to pay for his studies. The family council decided to send him
to a boarding school. Honestly, it was an unpleasant experience
for him as corporal punishment was very common in most
boarding schools in England.



Did you know that Arthur Conan Doyle was a keen
sportsman? Since his school days, he had been interested
in sports and also succeeded in this field. He was the first
goalkeeper in the history of Portsmouth. What may come as a
surprise is that Arthur Conan Doyle played under the pseudonym
“A. C. Smith” rather than under his own name. Apart from
football, the legendary writer also played cricket, golf, and rugby.
And that was not all. Arthur competed in the amateur billiards
championship and was a fan of boxing. Interestingly, Arthur
Conan Doyle was a frequent visitor to Switzerland and helped
popularize skiing among the English. I guess that, like many
creative people, he found inspiration in nature. Many may agree
that there’s nothing more exciting than watching breathlessly
as snow-white clouds, resembling giant mythical creatures,
disappear behind a mountain top.

Our life depends on the decisions we make. So, choosing
a career is very important. As I see it, Arthur Conan Doyle
made the right decision that changed his life forever. Contrary
to the family tradition, Doyle didn’t follow in his father’s
footsteps. He decided to pursue a career in medicine. While
being a medical student, he met his future teacher Dr. Joseph
Bell, who later had a strong impact on his works. Arthur was
really inspired by his remarkable observation and deductive
skills. Dr. Bell was able to determine the occupation of a random
stranger just by looking at them. This meeting was significant
and life-changing for Arthur Conan Doyle. I think that at that



point his career as a writer really started.

At the age of twenty-three, Arthur Conan Doyle wrote his
first book and sent it to a publisher. Apparently, he had high
hopes, but destiny had its own plans: the manuscript of Conan
Doyle’s first novel mysteriously was lost in the post. Later, Arthur
Conan Doyle would write, “I must admit that my shock at its
disappearance would be as nothing to my horror if it were
suddenly to appear again — in print.” Honestly, I can’t even
imagine what he must have felt when he realized the misfortune.
In my opinion, anyone else in his place would have lost heart,
but not him. Arthur Conan Doyle attempted to rewrite the story.
For many years, the manuscript was unlisted in his archives.
The novel called The Narrative of John Smith was published
posthumously in 2011 by the British Library. Anyway, Arthur
Conan Doyle never got discouraged, whatever happened to him.
While studying, he tried his hand at writing short stories to earn
some extra money.

Upon receiving his Bachelor of Medicine and Master
of Surgery degrees, he worked for a time as a naval surgeon.
In a while, Conan Doyle opened his first practice in Portsmouth.
His business wasn’t blooming, and he was finally able to devote
more time to writing books.

In August of 1885, he married a beautiful young girl
Louisa Hawkins, who was his patient’s sister. As I see it, they
were a tight-knit and truly happy family. Their two children,
Mary and Kingsley, were raised in the environment of love,



kindness, and harmony.

As the years went by, Doyle devoted himself to writing a book
which introduced Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson. The story
first appeared in the British paperback magazine in 1887 and a
year later was republished as a single volume. His debut novel
was called A Study in Scarlet. Curiously, Doyle sold the rights
to the story for 25 pounds.

Let us now examine some intriguing facts. According to the
Guinness Book of World Records, Sherlock Holmes still
remains the most portrayed literary human character in film
and TV. There’s no one in the world who has never heard
of Sherlock Holmes, the iconic fictional detective. Sherlock has
long become a household name to describe someone who solves
and investigates crimes. What image pops up in your mind when
you hear his name? Well, I immediately think of a detective
who is wearing a long coat and a legendary cap. Mostly, I think
of a person who has exceptional observation and deductive
skills. Curiously, few know that Sherlock Holmes’ character
was inspired by the real person Dr. Joseph Bell, who shared
many qualities with the legendary detective. Some even say that
Sherlock’s character was based on his creator, Arthur Conan
Doyle. However, it’s all just guesswork. This issue is still open
for discussion. Curiously, Sherlock never said, “Elementary,
my dear Watson.” The line didn’t appear in Doyle’s books.
It was later poluparized in Sherlock Homes’ filmes and became
a catchphrase. Did you know why Doyle decided to “kill off” his



most iconic character? He just became bored of him and wanted
to write more serious books. However, this plot twist provoked
outrage among his readers, and Doyle had to “resurrect” the great
detective ten years later. Could it be that Doyle didn’t want to live
in the shadow of Sherlock? I suppose there is some truth to this.
Many people know more about Sherlock than they do about his
creator.

So, back to the writer’s life. As time went on, things changed
drastically for Arthur Conan Doyle. As it turned out, his beloved
wife was seriously ill: she was expected just a few months to live
at the most. However, the great writer didn’t seem to agree
and was determined to extend her life. And he did it. His love,
care, and proper treatment made a miracle. Louisa felt much
better and lived another thirteen years. When she passed away,
Arthur was deeply affected by the loss.

In 1907, Arthur Conan Doyle married Jean Leckie. The happy
couple had a lavish wedding with two hundred and fifty guests.
Arthur and Jean had three children. The writer shared many
of his wife’s activities and lived a measured, quiet life.

Unfortunately, Conan Doyle endured terrible misfortune:
he lost many loved ones, including his father, wife, son, brother,
and others. It might have been the reason why he showed
an interest in spiritualism!. This may come as a surprise, but he
also believed in the existence of magical beings. Have you ever

! Spiritualism is a movement based on the belief that souls of the dead can
communicate with the living through a medium.



heard of the Cottingley Fairies? This is a curious story about
two girls named FElsie and Frances, who supposedly managed
to take a series of photos of dancing creatures. To be more
precise, it is one of the greatest hoaxes of all time. It may
seem incredible, but those photos, which showed tiny figures
with transparent wings, came to Conan Doyle’s attention. Call it
coincidence or providence, but at that time Arthur Conan Doyle
was working on the article about fairies for the Strand Magazine.
When the experts unofficially verified the authenticity of the
photos, the writer was so thrilled that he asked Elsie and Frances
to use those images of mythical creatures in his publication.
The girls’ family was confused by the attention of the legendary
writer but quickly agreed. Public opinion was mixed: some
believed that the magical beings were real, while others thought
they were fake. Later Arthur Conan Doyle wrote a book on the
topic under the title The Coming of the Fairies. Only years
later, after the writer’s death, the cousins finally confessed that
those photos were a hoax, and the wizard creatures were made
from paper cut-outs and hat pins. As it turned out, it was
Elsie who drew the images and had the wings added to them.
When everything was ready, both girls arranged a theme photo
shoot. Later Elsie and Frances admitted that they were too
embarrassed to tell the truth after fooling the literary genius.
The creator of Sherlock Holmes was once tasked to solve
a real-life crime. He helped the wrongly convicted man go free.
Do you remember that Doyle also participated in the search



for Agatha Christie? He took one of her gloves to a spirit medium
to find her location. The visionary supposedly said that Agatha
Christie was still alive but was in the “twilight state,” and that
she’d show up “next Wednesday.” Believe it or not, but she was
found a week later, safe and alive, claiming memory loss. After
that, how can one not believe in miracles?

Apart from detective novels and science fiction, Arthur Conan
Doyle also wrote poems, plays, and historical novels. Among his
most well-known books are The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
A Study in Scarlet, The Hound of the Baskervilles, The Lost World,
and many others.

The genius writer lived a rich life filled with many ups
and downs. He died in 1930, surrounded by his family. Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle will always be remembered as one of the greatest
writers of all time.



Vocabulary

all-rounder [ o:1'rasndo] — BcecTopoHHE OapeHHBIIA, pa3BU-
THIN YEJIOBEK

boundless energy [ 'basndlos 'enods1] — 6e3rpannyHasi, Herc-
CsIKaeMast SHEprus

contradiction [ ka:ntra'dik/n] — mporuBopeune

fairy [ feori] — des, BommeoHuI1a

ghost [gosst] — npuBHEeHUE, TPU3PAK

the supernatural [0i: su:po'n®t|rol] — cBepxbecTecTBEHHOE

fictional character ['fik[onl 'keerokto] — BeIMBIITUIEHHBIT
MIePCOHAK

prosperous family ['pra:sporas 'feemaolr] — 6marononyyunas,
COCTOAITEJIbHAS CEMbSI

well-respected [wel r1'spektid] — aBTopUTeTHBII, MHOTOYBa-
’KaeMbli

have a passion (for) [hov o 'pa[n fo:] — oOoxkarh, CTpacTHO
YBJIEKAThCSl YEM-TO, UIMETh CTPACTh K YEMY-TO

inherit [in herit] — yHacnenoBarb, nepeHsTh

health issues [helO '1fu:z] — mpoGnemsl co 310poBbEM

frustrated [ frastrertid] — pasoyapoBaHHBIN, OTYASBITUICS

provide for [pro'vaid fo:] — maTepuaisHo 0GecnieunBaTh

asylum [o'sailom] — npuiot

nursing home ['n3:siy hasm] — qom npecrapenbix

boarding school ['bo:din sku:l] — mkoma-uHTEpHAT, MAHCHOH



corporal punishment ['ko:p(a)ral 'panifmont] — TenecHoe
HaKa3aHue

compete [kom pi:t] — cocTA3aThCsA, COPEBHOBATHCS

follow in one’s footsteps ['fa:los in wanz 'fststeps] — uatu
II0 CTOIIAaM KOT'0-TO

bachelor’s/master’s degree [ 'bat[oloz ‘'mastoz digri:] — cre-
nieHb OakanaBpa/Marucrpa

have an impact (on) [haev @&n Tmpakt a:n] — okazarh CUJIb-
HOE BJIMsIHUE (HA)

be inspired (by) [bi: in'sparod bai] — BIOXHOBIATBCS

observation skills [ pbza've1°n skilz] — HabmogarebHOCTD

deductive skills [dr'daktrv skilz] — nenykTBHBIE CITIOCOOHO-
CTH

destiny ['destini] — cynp0a

manuscript [ manjoskript] — pykonuce

lose heart [lu:z ha:t] — yHbsIBaTh, magath 1yXoM, OIyCKaThb py-
KU1

attempt [o'tempt] — mbITaTHCA

posthumously [ 'postjsmasli] — mocmepTHO

get discouraged [get dis'k3:rid3d] — Bagath B yHbIHHE

try one’s hand (at) [trar wanz haend @t] — morpoOoBarth cBOM
CHUJIBI B YEM-JINOO

earn extra money [3:n 'ekstro ‘'mani| — noygzapadorars, ooec-
TICYNUTD ceOe TOMOTHUTEIBHBIA TOXO/

devote time (to) [dr'vost tarm tu: | — MOCBATUTH Bpems

business is blooming ['biznos 1z 'blu:miy] — aena uayt B ro-



py, OM3HEC MpolBETaeT

surgeon [ 's3:dzon] — xupypr

surgery [ 's3:dzor1] — xupyprusi, Xupyprudeckasi ornepanusi

patient [ 'per[nt] — marueHT

tight-knit family [ tart 'nit ‘femoli] — apyxHas, cruioueHHas
CeMbsl

raise / bring up children [reiz briy ap'fildron] — pactuts,
BOCITUTBHIBATH JETEH

become a household name [br'’kam o 'hasshosld nerm] —
CTaTh UIMEHEM HapUIIATEIbHBIM

catchphrase [ 'katffreiz] — kopoHHas, kpeiatas ¢pasa

plot twist [plot twist] — MOBOpOT cloxeTa

provoke public outrage [pro'vosk 'pablik ‘astreids] — BbI3bI-
BaTh BO3MYIIEHHE OOIECTBEHHOCTH

resurrect [ rezo'rekt] — Bockpemarsb

proper treatment [ props 'tri:tmont] — npaBuIbHOE, HajJIe-
JKarree JieueHue

make a miracle [meik o'mirokl] — corBopuTH UyIO

measured life [ ' me3od laif] — pasmepenHas ku3Hb

supposedly [so'poszidlr] — mpeAnonoKUTENBHO, SIKOOBI

hoax [hosks] — mucTugukanms, BbIyMKa, OOMaH

transparent [treen'spaeront] — mpo3payHbIi

mythical creature [ ' mi01kl 'kri:ffa] — muduueckoe cymecrso

be confused [bi kon'fju:zd] — cmymaTbcsi, pactepsTbes

confess [kon'fes] — mpu3HaBaThCs, CO3HABAThCS

be embarrassed [bi: 1m'barost] — cTecHATbCS, CMyIIAThCS



wrongly convicted ['romli kon'viktid] — HecmpaBeanmBo
OCYKJIEHHBIN

spirit medium ['spirit ‘'mi:drom] — Meauym; SICHOBUIAIIHIA,
KOTOPBIN OOIIIaeTCs ¢ JyXaMu

twilight state ['twarlait steit] — cymepeuynoe cocrosinue?

show up [[os Ap] — nosBATECA

ups and downs [Aps on dasnz] — B37€THl U MAJEHUS, TLTIOCHI
Y MUHYCBI

2 o
CyMepe‘IHoe COCTOAHUE — COCTOAHUE, XaPAKTEPUIYIOIIECCA KPATKOBPEMEHHOM I10-
Tepeﬁ SICHOCTU CO3HAHUA U OTPEHICHHOCTBIO OT OKPYXKAIOLIEro Mupa.



Exercises

Exercise 1. Answer the following questions:

1) When and where was Arthur Conan Doyle born?

2) What kind of family was Arthur Conan Doyle born into?

3) What was his mother passionate about?

4) What was his father’s occupation?

5) What was Doyle’s personality like?

6) Did Arthur like going to a boarding school?

7) Did Doyle follow in his father’s footsteps?

8) What sports was Doyle good at?

9) Who was Dr. Bell? And how would you describe his
personality?

10) How old was Arthur Conan Doyle when he wrote his first
book? When was it published?

11) How many times did Arthur Conan Doyle get married?
How many children did he have?

12) How did Arthur Conan Doyle meet his first wife?

13) What happened to his first wife, Louisa?

14) What was his reaction when he realized how serious her
condition was?

15) Why did he become interested in spiritualism?

16) When was his first novel published? And what was it
called?

17) Was Sherlock Holmes’ character inspired by a real



person?

18) What image pops up in your mind when you hear the name
Sherlock?

19) What kind of stories did Arthur Conan Doyle write?

20) Were the Cottingley Fairies real of fake?

21) What are Doyle’s greatest books of all time?

22) In your opinion, what are the best mystery novels of all
time?

23) What are your favorite mystery novels?

24) Who are your favorite writers and why?

25) What book genres do you love?

26) Did someone read to you when you were a child?

27) Are there any genres you dislike?

Exercise 2. Find the equivalents of the following words
and phrases in the text:

BBIMBIIIIJICHHBIN MEPCOHAX; OJNECTAMIA PACCKa34MK; UCIIbI-
THIBaTh (DMHAHCOBBIE TPYTHOCTU; TIOJyYUTh CTENeHb OaKaIaBpa;
€ro TaJIaHT He ObUT MOJHOCTBIO PACK PHIT; MHOTOYBaXkaemasi TBOp-
YecKasi CeMbsl; KaKoi 00pa3 BO3HUKAET B BallleM MPEICTABICHNY;
9TO JIUIIb TPEAINOJIOKEeHUS; KPbUIATOE BhIPAKEHUE; TSKENO Tie-
PEKHBATh YTPATY; CTPACTh K YTEHUIO; HETIPUSITHBIN OITBIT; TOCBSI-
TUTH Ce0s1 MEUIIMHE; )KYPHAIT B MATKOU 0OI0XKKE; paccaeoBaTh
NPECTYIUIEHUE; KaK HU CTPAHHO; MbIIITHAs CBa1b0a; Aeja He UK
B TOpy

Exercise 3. Give the Russian equivalents of the following
words and phrases:



to be born into a prosperous family; to have a strong impact
(on); to be surrounded by family; to earn some extra money; to be
raised in the environment of love; to devote time (to); to extend
life; to live a measured, quiet life; a science fiction novel; to be
inspired (by); to be common; exceptional skills; to try one’s hand
(at); life filled with ups and downs; to live another thirteen years;
things changed drastically; to show an interest (in)

Exercise 4. Match each word with its synonym:

1) mysterious a) well-off

2) prosperous b) enigmatic

3) to look for c) to search

4) nursing home d) to be similar to
5) to resemble e) retirement home
6) to disappear f) to prolong

7) to extend g) to emerge

8) to show up h) to vanish

9) skilled i) to influence

10) to affect j) qualified




Detective Riddle No. 2

Do you like solving mysteries? If so, put your detective hat
on and have fun! Read the story carefully and collect all the clues
that lead to the suspect. Find all the information needed to solve
the mystery.

@ Collect the evidence, check out alibis, and interrogate each
suspect to solve the crime.

@ Possible suspects: Jessica, Linda, Grace, Jane, Jeremy.

The night before the wedding, Mary was having some close
friends over: Jessica, Linda, and Grace. They were watching
romantic comedies, singing songs, and gossiping. Mary was
so excited and happy because her dream was about to come
true. She had been dating Mark since high school, and he finally
proposed to her.

Everyone was laughing, cheering, and clapping their hands
when Mary showed her elegant wedding dress to them.
She looked like a queen in it. She said that it was a present
from her mom Jane. As a parent, Jane wanted only the best
for her daughter. Her eyes were filled with tears of happiness,
and she was proud of Mary. Jane was on good terms with Mark
and hoped they would make a loving couple. Everyone seemed
to be having fun. Actually, all of them had their own secrets.

Jessica was secretly in love with Mark but kept her feelings
hidden. Mark lived in her neighborhood and sometimes gave



her a ride home. They had much in common: they had exactly
the same taste in music, films, sports, etc. Jessica hoped that one
day he and Mary would split up. She was not going to give up.

Linda disliked Mark, and she had her own deeply personal
reasons as well. First, Linda’s brother Jeremy was in love with
Mary. Second, Mark pretended to be something he wasn’t.
He was a gambler and constantly lost large sums of money. Linda
had discussed it with Mary, but she didn’t want to believe her.
So, Linda made peace with Mary’s choice. She hoped that Mark
would change after marriage.

Grace had a secret as well. She saw Mark with another girl last
week, but she didn’t tell Mary about it. She didn’t want to upset
her best friend or destroy other people’s relationship.

When the party ended and all the guests left,
Mary immediately went to bed. She woke up about five hours
after her alarm was supposed to go off. She felt dizzy and sick.
When she went into the dining room, she had a strange feeling
that something really bad might have happened. When she
looked at her watch, Mary realized that she overslept and was late
for her own wedding. She also discovered that her wedding dress
had been ruined. Mary felt even worse and called an ambulance.
The doctors found it was an attempted poisoning and called
Sherlock Holmes. When the detective came to the crime scene,
he immediately got a clue. The offender endangered Mary’s
life and secretly put sleeping pills into her cocktail. Who was
the criminal?






Edgar Allan Poe

(January 19, 1809 — October 7, 1849)

Some people are born under a lucky star, while others are
forced to resist the heavy blows of fate all their life. That’s
how the world really works. However, we all must realize that
hardships are a part of the precious gift called life. They make
us stronger and wiser. They purify our souls. As the saying goes,
“When life gives you a hundred reasons to cry, show life that
you have a thousand reasons to smile.” Unfortunately, the life
of Edgar Allan Poe was filled with losses, trials, and sadness
and ended in a horrible tragedy. He died very young, but he
managed to leave a significant mark on the world of literature.
Poe’s contribution to the development of detective fiction was
so great that, according to many, without him, we wouldn’t
even have Sherlock Homes. Years later, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle would say that Edgar Poe was “a model for all time.”
The legendary writer’s last moments were the biggest mystery
covered in darkness. The causes of Edgar Poe’s mysterious death
are still unknown, though they have been the topic of persistent
speculation over the years. Many theories exist, including serious
illness and even murder. However, the circumstances of the



incident and the sequence of events remain unclear. As I see it,
the undisputed “father” of the detective story left behind him
a mystery so puzzling that even the most illustrious detective
Auguste Dupin, a fictional character created by Edgar Allan Poe,
wouldn’t be able to solve it. Let’s together touch the enigmatic
life of the greatest writer of all time and the man of extraordinary
fate.

Edgar Allan Poe, an American writer, poet, literary critic,
and the inventor of the detective novel, was born in Boston,
on January 19, 1809, into the family of traveling actors Elizabeth
and David Poe. Since childhood his life was full of tragic
events. The legendary writer never really knew his parents.
Just a year after Edgar Poe’s birth, his father abandoned their
family and never returned. No one knows exactly about his
fate, but reportedly he died the same year the writer’s mother
did. By the age of three, little Edgar was orphaned. He was
unofficially adopted by John Allan and his wife Frances, a well-
to-do childless couple. His older brother Henry and younger
sister Rosalie went to live with other families.

Poe was never reunited with his siblings as a family. Sadly,
things weren’t easy for Rosalie and Henry, as if fortune
turned back on them. For many years, Henry sailed around
the world. On returning to Baltimore, he started writing short
stories and poems. One of his works called “The Pirate”
described the first relationship between Edgar Poe and his
adolescent sweetheart Sarah Elmira Royster. Unfortunately,



Henry died very young, when he was just twenty-four years
old. Interestingly, his sister’s life was also covered in mystery
and misfortunes. Even her exact date of birth was unknown.
There was speculation that Rosalie was not the true child of either
David or Eliza Poe, and that her real father was supposedly
the prominent actor John Howard Payne. Even Edgar Poe added
fuel to the fire when he once said that Rosalie was actually
his older sister. Rumors persist that when Rosalie was still
a child, a wealthy resident of Richmond left her an enormous
fortune. She was the sole heiress in his will, which gave rise
to many curious speculations, rumors, and legends. As for her
foster family, no one knows exactly whether she was treated
like a family member or merely a ward. Unfortunately, Rosalie’s
adult life was also a failure. She was said to walk the streets
trying to sell postcards of her famous brother. As I see it,
she was devastated and scared. Being unemployed, it was the only
possible way to earn her living. She had no one to rely on and
was left alone to survive in this world. Eventually, she lost heart.
Rosalie spent her last days in a charity home.

Let’s go back to the childhood of Edgar Poe. Taking pity
on the baby, John and Frances Allan became his foster family,
but they never adopted him officially. Poe seemed to have
a strong bond with his foster mother, but he couldn’t find
a common language with his foster father. In fact, John Allan
was a wealthy merchant and wanted Edgar to follow in his
footsteps. He didn’t approve of his passion for literature. Edgar,



in turn, had no interest in taking up the family business. It’s
not surprising that they didn’t get along well with each other.
Though it’s commonly believed that opposites attract, in reality,
the reverse is true. As I see it, Edgar Poe lived for his ideas
and, like most writers, needed inspiration and privacy. Poe was
a dreamer who lived in his little world, while his foster father
was more down-to-earth and focused on material goods. Money
had always been a touchy subject for John Allan, and he often
accused Edgar of being ungrateful. No matter how complicated
the relationship between Edgar and his foster father was, he got
education at expensive boarding schools. Frances Allan was
the complete opposite of her husband. She always gave Edgar
care and attention and even encouraged his desire to become
a poet.

In his teens, Poe fell in love with his neighbor Sarah Elmira
Royster. They were secretly engaged to get married soon.
Unfortunately, their plans were not destined to come true. At the
time, they were too young: Sarah was fifteen and Edgar was
sixteen. Besides, Sarah’s father was against their relationship
and disapproved of his daughter’s choice. Later, Mr. Royster
would confess that his disapproval was only because of their
young age. Personally, I believe that Edgar was seen as an
unsuitable match for his daughter because he was an orphan.
So, when Poe went to the University of Virginia, he sent love
letters to his sweetheart but got no answer. As it turned out later,
Mr. Royster intercepted and destroyed his letters, and Sarah



thought that Edgar had forgotten her. Heartbroken, she married
Alexander Shelton, a merchant from a well-to-do family. Nobody
knows how the life of Edgar and Sarah would have turned out
if Mr. Royster hadn’t interfered with their relationship. However,
it’s definitely clear that those events changed the course of Poe’s
life forever. What may come as a surprise is that fate brought
them together anyway, but that was many years later.

In 1827, after a year of studying at the University of Virginia,
Poe dropped out. It is said that money was not enough for Edgar
to pay for classes, textbooks, and a room. Mr. Allan gave
him about a third of what he needed for his studies. It could
have been one of the reasons why he started gambling and got
into debt. The second most probable reason could have been
longing for his lost love. Anyway, Edgar abandoned his studies
and decided not to return to Richmond. You might have guessed
why. His fiancée married another man, and that was a terrible
blow for him. He headed back to his birthplace city Boston.
I wonder why our hearts leap when we return to the place where
we were born or grew up. As I see it, Edgar returned to his
hearth and home to reflect on his family and to find spiritual
harmony. Besides, he seemingly decided to burn his bridges with
his foster father. Having started his life afresh, Edgar worked
at any job that would allow him some income. Yet, money was
tight, and things went wrong at work. When he realized that he
had no means of livelihood, Poe enlisted in the army, hiding
his real name and age. It was 1827, and he was just eighteen.



While serving in the army, Edgar Allan Poe devoted his time
to writing. His first literary work, a short collection of poems
called Tamerlane and Other Poems, was published anonymously
(the author was listed as “A Bostonian™). Today, it’s believed that
only twelve of approximately fifty copies of the collection still
exist. Unfortunately, this work wasn’t an immediate success.

He served for two years and even became a sergeant major
of artillery. However, like a caged bird who dreams of flying
in the sky, the legendary writer was also dreaming of freedom.
He didn’t want to serve in the army anymore. When he revealed
his true age and name, his commanding officer agreed to release
him on one condition: Poe was to get in touch with his foster
father, but it was not that easy. Shortly after, it turned out that
Frances Allan was seriously ill, and Edgar was unable even to see
her on her last journey. Her passing away was a big loss for both
Edgar and Mr. Allan. The writer felt he had to work things
out with his foster father. They were able to reconcile but not
for long. They would have frequent fights and disputes. At the
end of his life path, John Allan didn’t even mention Edgar in his
will.

In 1829, Edgar Poe entered the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point but soon realized that it wasn’t for him. What do
you think happened next? He was expelled from the Academy
for disciplinary reasons. As I see it, it was a way to rebel against
his foster father, teachers, or society. He was trying to find
himself, the purpose of life, and his true calling by breaking



rules. That same year, Edgar Poe headed to New York,
where he planned to focus on writing stories. No sooner had
he settled in a new place than he received terrible news:
it turned out that his older brother Henry was seriously ill.
Edgar left everything and went to Baltimore. As the saying
goes, “Every cloud has a silver lining.” For a short while
he reunited with his relatives: his older brother, aunt Maria
Clemm, and grandparents. Unfortunately, shortly after, Henry
died. Poe had a hard time, but all hardships, defeats, and setbacks
seemingly built his character.

His personal life was also clouded in mystery. The genius
writer married his cousin Virginia Clemm, who was many years
younger than him, but the nature of their relationship was
controversial. Some biographers speculate that Poe treated his
wife like a sister, and his mother-in-law, Maria Clemm, like
a mother. One thing is for sure: the iconic writer finally found
a family. Virginia admired her husband. She filled his life with
joy and meaning. She would often follow him on walks or sing
songs for him sitting by the fireplace. The legendary writer taught
her French and encouraged her to take singing and piano lessons.
Poe’s friends mentioned that he flourished after getting married.
The family was poor but happy, indeed.

Do you know that Edgar Poe had his muse? His inspirer
was a tortoiseshell cat named Cattarina. Poe really enjoyed
Cattarina’s company and would let her sit on his shoulder while
he was writing. When his wife Virginia became seriously ill,



the cat would curl up in the bed beside her. Historians believe
that Cattarina became a part of Poe’s family. In 1847, Edgar
suffered another terrible blow: Virginia died of tuberculosis.
He was devastated and couldn’t cope with the pain of losing his
beloved wife for a long time.

After much suffering, fortune seemed to smile on Edgar.
He began seeing his adolescent sweetheart Sarah Royster
Shelton, who had been widowed by then. It turned out that
she had cherished the memory of her childhood love for all
those years. Poe became engaged to her again, but their dreams
weren’t destined to come true — the writer died under suspicious
circumstances. Not long before he was to be married, Edgar
Allan Poe disappeared, and no one knew where he had been
for nearly a week. On September 27, 1849, he left his home
in Richmond and had to go first to Philadelphia on business
and then to New York to escort his aunt back to Richmond for his
upcoming wedding. As it turned out, he never made it to either.
On October 7, Poe was found semi-conscious wandering outside
alocal pub in Baltimore. How he could get there is still unknown.
Poe never gave any explanation about what had happened to him,
leaving crucial questions unanswered. The legendary writer was
delirious and wearing someone else’s cheap clothes: a spotted
worn-out coat, a pair of old shoes, and a straw hat. The man who
found Edgar Poe recognized the well-known writer and offered
his help. Then Poe was taken to hospital where he spent his
last four days. The cause of his death remains a mystery, as all



medical records, including his death certificate, have been lost.
It’s known that Poe was kept in a windowless room, and the only
one who interacted with him was Dr. John Moran. However,
the question about the accuracy of the information provided
by him remains controversial. Poe is said to call out the name
Reynolds, but it’s still unclear to whom he referred. There was
much speculation about the cause of his death including rabies,
murder, alcohol, and illness. One of the most popular theories
was that Poe was a victim of “cooping” —a common pre-election
tactic by which people were kidnapped on the streets and forced
to vote for a certain candidate against their will. This theory
was supported by the fact that Poe was found on Election Day.
There were rumors that Poe drank himself to death. However,
the truth was that, according to many historians, Poe couldn’t
handle alcohol. It had been documented that after a glass of wine
he got drunk very quickly. Besides, a physician who tested Edgar
Poe’s hair samples claimed that he had been avoiding alcohol
for a few months. As for the rabies theory, some suggest that he
could contract it from his cat Cattarina, who went to her eternal
rest within weeks after his death. In fact, at the time there were
no vaccines for pets. Another theory suggests that Poe could
die of the flu complications — pneumonia. A few days before his
departure from Richmond, he visited a physician complaining
of illness. Surprisingly, his fiancée, Sarah, confirmed this theory,
claiming that Edgar had a fever and a weak pulse. There were
also rumors that Poe was likely murdered by Sarah’s brothers,



who were against their marriage and might have threatened
Edgar. The legendary writer like his fictional characters may
have disguised himself and disappeared for a week, but was
eventually found and beaten. However, none of these theories
explain the mysterious death of the greatest writer.
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