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IIpoJior

Bonee 4verwpéx TeicsAYeneTuin Hazaj ummneparop KoreH iiapvoH MOKMHYJ POIHBIE Kpas
Y NPUBEN BEPHBIX €My JII0[el Ha HOBble 3eMiid. Bynyuum ceiHOM cBoero otua, Koren obmagan oct-
pPbIM YMOM U C PaHHMX JIET MPOC/IbUI HENPeB30WAEHHBIM MojKoBoaueM. Ho, Oyayun uyeTBEPTHIM
IIPETEH/IEHTOM Ha MPECTOJ, OH MOHSJI, YTO €ro ouepelb 3aHATh TPOH TaK U HE AOUIET A0 Hero,
¥ B BO3pacTe JBA/IATH TPEX JIET OH cOOpasl BEPHBIX eMy JIoAed M TOKMHYIN POIHbIE Kpas, OTIpa-
BUBILIKCh HA MOUCKM NMpHKIoYeHuil. CienoBas 3a Maiipoil — camMoil sipkoii 3Be3/10i HOYHOTrO Heho-
CBOJA ero HeOOJIBIION (PJIOT MPUYATUI K BOCTOYHOMY Oepery HeM3BeJaHHOI'O KOHTHMHEHTa. AKKa-
pUs — TaK Has3blBaJach 3Ta 3eMJisl. BrICOKME ropbl U OOIIMPHbIE TOJIsl, OTPOMHBIE PEKU U KapKue
MYCTHIHY Y HEW3BE/IaHHBIN, TAMHCTBEHHbIN ceBep. JloKMB 10 BOCBMUIECATH JIET CUJION U XUTPOCTHIO
OH CyMeJI IOKOPUTb MPaKTUYECKHU BCIO CEBEPHYIO YacTh AKKapuy. HeroiBIacTHBIMM OCTaJIUCh JIUIIb
cuibHeime Bparu KoreHa — TepmaHckoe 1IapcTBO, OTTECHEHHOE UM Ha 3aCyIIMBBIN 3ana] u TeHu-
cTasi JOJIMHA — MPUCTAHUINE YyXA0i uMiepun maruu. IIpoxus nonryio xu3Hb, Koren ymep ocra-
BUB NOTOMKaM CHWJIbHEHIIee rocylapCcTBO Ha Bcell TeppuTopur KoHTHHeHTa — Mimnepuio KoreHa.
Ho BpemMst HEyMOIMMO M Ha CMeHY OlaropofCTBY M YECTH MPHUXOIAT JIOKb U KoBapcTBo. CrycTs
3661 ron nocine npuoOkiTHs Korena B AKKapuio, HaClleTHbIN IPUHII, BEIOMBIH TIIECTaBUEM, TIpeial
CBOIO CTpaHy, OryOMB ce0sl U COTHU BEPHBIX eMy Jofieil. DTy Tparemus okpectim «[Ipemaress-
CTBOM NpHHIa». VIMs ero ObUI0 BEIYEPKHYTO M3 MCTOPHUM U 3a0bITO Ha Beka. Hax mmmepueil HaBuc
MPpaK U TOrzia NpUHL Apro, cliefyIoIri HacJeJHUK ITPEeCTo1a, BO3POAUII CTPaHy, BEPHYB JIOsAM Bepy
B CIIPaBEJIMBOCTb. 3B€3/ly Ha YEPHOM (POHE CMEHWJI C(PMHKC Ha ajJioM, a C HUM CMEHUJIOCh U UM
CTpaHbl, U 1ies1as snoxa. Teneps MMnepus Korena crana usBectHa kak Mimnepus Apro, uiu Hoas
Nmnepus. ['ocynapcTBo ¢ mpuxoioM MOJIOJOro MMIlepaTopa MOJHSIOCh C KOJIEH, HO TaK M HE CMOIJIO
BEPHYTh CBOM 3€MJIH, TIOTepsIHHbIE mocyie coobiThii «I[IpepatrenscrBa». C Tex MOp B UMIIEPUH TIPU-
HATO HOBOE JIETOMCUYMCIIEHUE, Be/lylllee CBOE Hayalo C BOCXOXKJEHUsI APro Ha TPOH.

N Bor cnycra 603 roga co nHA nosisieHus Ha ceeT Hosou Vimnepuu, crapblil Bpar peruui
npossBUTH ceOs1. [ oHMMas kax10i MiieHus1, TeHucTas JoiuHa BblBEJIa B CBET CBOIO APMUIO: CHJIb-
HYIO, HEYyTOMUMYIO U... MEPTBYI0. KONMB CHIIBI JECATKH, 2 MOXKET M COTHHU JIET, apMHsI KOJIIYHOB
Obl1a caMOil MHOTOYMCJIEHHOH U3 BCeX, YTO KOrAa-InO0 BUEIU UMIEPLbl, U MPAKTHUECKU HEys3-
BUMOI. VIX BOMHBI XOTh U YCTYNaJIM B CKOPOCTU M MPOBOPCTBE KUBBIM, HO MMEJM HEOCIIOPUMOE
NPEMMYIIECTBO — MX ObLJIO HEBEPOSITHO CIOKHO YOWMTh, M HUKaKash paHa He CKa3bIBAJIKCh Ha CIIO-
COOHOCTH MEpTBEIOB cpakarbcst. OrpOMHBINA MOTOK HEXUBBIX BOMHOB JIBUHYJICS C I0ra Ha CTOJHUILY
umnepry — Kpony Akkapuu, cMeTtasi Ha CBOEM Iy TH JTI000€ COMpoTUBIeHHe. Kaxaplii maBimii B 6010
UMIIepel] TOJHUMAJICS Y BIIMBAJICS B PSbI MIArAIOMIMX TPYIOB, MOMOMHSAS U 0€3 TOro YyIOBUIIHYIO
opay HexxUTU. U Ka3asoch, HET y )KUBBIX CIIACeHUs1, KOI/Ia TOJIBI MEPTBELIOB OCAIWIIN I0KHYIO YacCThb
ropojia, pa3elEHHON PEKO Ha JJBe MOJIOBUHBI, U JIUIIb CAMOOTBEPKEHHOCTh UMIIEPCKUX JIETMOHEPOB
BKYIIE C MarMyecKOW CUJION CMOIIIU NEPeIOMUTDb X0 BOMHBI. KomayHsl, Beymme 3a coOoi OCTaTKU
CBOEI MEPTBO CBUTHI, O€XkajH, 10 MyTH NOIHUMAsA U3 MOTHJI BCEX, KTO €LIE€ MOT XOTs Obl epeBU-
rarbes. Jlobpasirich 1o BeckpaiiHero 105KHOTO jieca, OHM OTITYCTHIIM M3 TIOJl CBOET0 KOHTPOJIS BCEX,
KOTO YCIEJH ClIeJIaTh CBOMMM CIIyraMH 3a BpeMsl OercTBa, U JIeC 3alI0JIOHWIIN THICSIUM MOJHSBILIUXCS
13 MOT'WJI TeJl. BeIpBaBIIMCh U3-110/] KOHTPOJISI CBOMX X0351€B, OHM IPUHSLIMCh HAMaAaTh Ha BCE KUBOE
B OKpYyre, IbITasiCh YTOJIUTh CBOH rosio. bpocusiimecs B MOroH0 3a OTCTYNAOUIMMU MEpTBELIAMU
OCTaBILIMECs JIETHOHBI YTOMJIM B JIOBYIIKY — B JIEC, HAIIOJIHEHHBI KPOBOKaJHBIMU UyJIOBUIIIAMH.
OtcrynuBIIME CONIAThl CTOJIKHYIUCH C HOBBIM BParoM, KOTOPBIN YTPOXaJl BCEMY 0Ty UMIIEPUH.

U Bort, crycts rof mociie coOBITHM, 3aNMCaHHbIX B JIETOIUCH TOJ MMeHeM «BoiiHa ¢ MEpT-
BBIMU», UMIIEpUs pellIniia IOKOHYUTh pa3 M HaBceraa ¢ Bo3HUKIIen npodnemoit. K BeckpaitHemy
Jiecy ObUIH CTSIHYTBI BCE BOWCKA, OCTaBIINECS y TOCYIAPCTBA, YTOOBI OTHUM YJapOM ITOKOHYHUTD C TOJ-
naMu OpoJsAIIKX MO JIECy MEPTBELIOB.
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1. Ilarp

XONOOHBIN TyMaH MpoOMpalICs TMOJ OfeXIy He JlaBasi IIaHCa COXPAHUTh MaJIeHIe OCTaTKH
teruia. OH MOEKUIICS, HO OT TOTO Terwiee He cTalio. «Jlopora Ha3a  MokeT ObITh uncTa. OHU JOTKHBI
ObUIM MpHCIATh MOMOLIb», — MPOOMIACh MBICTb CKBO3b yXosAumid coH. Ho ero Hanexzaa onsThb
yraciia, Kak 4 MocjefHue Y Joropawoiiero kocrpa. M tak kaxnaoe yrpo. Bor yxke nBeHaauarslii
aeHb nozapsaa. O HUX HUKTO HE 3HAET, 3aIUIyTaBIIME B TOM YEPTOBOM JIeCy BOCceMb uesioBek. Ilopa
BcTaBaTh. He0o 3aTAHyTO Ty4aMu, HO yke MOXKHO MITH Jasbliie, He 0osich 3a0pecTH B TpsicuHy. Her,
Ha3aJl HeJb3s, TaM TOJIKO CMepThb, TaM MEpTBbIE. 1 oHM nayT cnepom. OH nepeBEpHYIICA Ha CIMHY,
ces1. BocmoMyHaHus BHOBb HAXJIBIHY/IM HA HETO, BOCTIOMUHAHUS TOTO JHS.

Beuepom npo3ByYas curHag TPEBOrH, O3HAYAIONINK, YTO Bpar Oim3Ko. Bimke yem oHM pac-
cuntbiBasM. loin CeliH, necaTHUK MMnepckoro jernoHa, BHICTABUI CBOMX COJIAAT B NEPBBIA Pl
CTPOs1, TOTOBBII BCTPETUTHCS C BParoM JIMLIOM K Jinily. BOT To/IbKO He ObUTM OHM €1lI€ confaTaMu —
CILIOLLIHbIE 3eJIEHBIE HOBOOpaHLbl. ApMus reHepaia Kas, Tpu ThicsSYM Memmx, cpeid KOTOpbIX /Be
C MOJIOBUHOW — HOBUUKHU-KONIEUIIIMKY U HU OTHOTO KOHHOTO, 32 UCKJIIOYEHHEM CaMOro TeHepaJia ¢ ero
Tesox paHuteasiMu. CTos TaM, Ha NEpeIoBOi, €0 OXBATUJIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO OECIIOKOMCTBA, KOrAa
KOJIMYECTBO MEPTBEIIOB MEPEBAIMIIO 32 HECKOJIbKO coTeH. He ycrieB BcTymuThb B 0Oid, JIETMOH ApOT-
HyJ. OH omrymiain 3to. [lepBbie NATh MUHYT 0OO0s1 TPOIIUTH YIAYHO U Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH OIIUOCS, TIOKa
13 Jieca He BBINOJI3/1a OCHOBHAsI Macca MEPTBELIOB. BOT OHU-TO M cMesii HEOKPETIIIUX JyXOM U TEJIOM
HOBOOpaHIIeB. 113 ero AecATKH B JKUBBIX OCTAIIMCh TONBKO OH Ja [ per — ero BepHsIii ApyT, ¢ KOTOPBIM
OHM CTOSUIM IIJIEYOM K I1JIedy BOT yKe JeCATb JIET.

Jloiin moBepHyJ1 rooBy HaJIEBO, TyAA, Ile BOpOUaJics ell€ He JO KOHL@A MpOoCcHyBIIMiics ['per.
OO0a4EHHBIN B KOJBYYTY, TOLIEAIIYIO PKABBIMH IISITHAMH, €My ObLJIO TaKKe XOJIOAHO, KaK M BCEM
octasibHbIM. CHIaTh B JIOCTIEXe He caMoe YA0OHOe 3aHsTHE, a BOT TOJIBKO He JI0 YJOOCTB, KOTia CMEpTh
uzET no naTam. [ Ha ToBapuia, [{oii cHoBa 04yTHIICS Ha 1oJie OUTBBI.

Vike yepe3 ABaJlaTh MUHYT MOCJe Hayasia 0051 apMKs IPEBPAaTUIacCh B OXBAYEHHYIO YKacoM
HEeyIpaBJIsieMylo Tomy. MEpTBbIe pa3phlBaIU COJIJIAT, COMATHI OeXauu ¢ moisi 00sl, COTHUKHM Kas-
HWIN Je3epTUPOB Ha MECTE, & COTHUKOB B CBOIO OUYepelb YCMUPsUIM MEPTBBIE. Ero cotHio otaenau
OT OCHOBHBIX CHJI M1 ITPOOPAThCsl CKBO3b MOTOK MEPTBELIOB, /I BOCCOEIMHEHH S C BOMCKOM, OOJIbLIIE
He ObuTo Bo3MokHOCTU. U Torma Ilapk MopTHc, COTHHK, PHKa3al BCEM MPOABUTAThCS K OIMYIIIKE
neca. K ToMy MOMEHTY JKMBBIX OCTaBaJIOCh OKOJIO TPEX AecsATKOB. MopTuc rorud, He 1o0ekaB 10 Jieca
KaKOW-TO COTHM (PyTOB, @ TaM OT HUX OTCTaM. MEPTBBIX IMpUBJIEKA] LIyM OMTBBI M KPUKU OOIH
NOruOaloOIMX JIETMOHEPOB, U X MPOCTO He 3aMedas. OHM pelnim yrIyOuThCs B JieC MOCIe TOro,
KaK CITyCTs yac apMus OKazasach pa3ouTa. Be€ nose 3anonoHum MepTBelipl, Kak emé He OCTBIBIINE,
Tak U BoccTaBiue. buta Obuta mpourpana. Ha ToT MOMEHT M3 TpUALIATH UX OCTANOCh YKe MAT-
Haguate. KomangoBanue Ha ceOst B3si1 CTEHIIH, ONBITHBIA JECATHUK, OTIABIIMI CITy’KOe BCIO CBOIO
CO3HATEJIbHYIO KM3Hb. Kpenkuil KopeHacThlil MyXKHUK, CPEIHEro pocra, odnagareib IrycToi Oopopl
C IPOCEIBIO M KJIEBLIA, 3AMEHSIOIIETO CTaHIapTHBIM Medu BoMHa MIMniepckoro JjiernoHa. CTeHIM JIOBKO
YBOAMII UX OT IpecyeioBaresiell, HO BCE ke UM He ylasloch N30eXkarh MoTepb. 3a JBEHaaTh Mpo-
IIE/IINX C pa3rpoma jHel, OHM NOTepsiiii ceMb yesioBek. Illecteprix 3a0paiu MEPTBBIE, a €1IE OIUH
YTOHYJI B TPSICHHE.

— Tak, napuau, nmogaumaemcs! JlaBaiite, pasmuHaiite cBou Jisikku! [lecsth MUHYT Ha cOOpBI! —
B3peses Crenim.

— MBbI ¥ Tak yske yIuti BEPCT Ha CTo OT O0iHH. Bupar 60ru, Mbl TpH THSI HU OTHOTO MepTBeLa
He BUeM! — kanoOHo oTBeTHJI eMy BeH, HoBoOpaHel, KOTOPOMY TTOBE3JI0 OCTAaThCS B )KUBBIX.

— U ckombKO ThI XOUelIb MPOCHAETh HA KOUKe Kak Jjsrymka? — CTeH HaxMypuJl OpOBH.

— Hy, mbl Benp xuBbl. Hac yxe mo/mkHBI McKaTbh. MBI ke conjarel MIMIIEpcKoro Jiermosa.
CBowux sxe He OpocaloT. 3a HaMH IIPUAYT. .. — B rojioce beHa mpo3Byuana yracaomas Hagexa.
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— Hayném c Toro, 4ro 3a HaMM HUKTO HE IIPUIET, KpoMe MEPTBBIX. HUKTO HEe 3HaeT, 4To Mbl
*uBbl. Hac HuKTO He umer. Mbl camu 1o cede, — CTeH M oTBepHYJIcs OT beHa 1 momén nmoroparuim-
BaTh Apyrux. [Toxoxe, 4to B criope ObljIa MOCTaBJIeHA TOYKA.

Hoiin pacnipsmuicsi, nocMoTpen Ha bena:

— Crennu nipaB, beH. 31ech Mbl HUKOMY HE HYKHBI, KpoMe Hac camux. [la emé MepTBsKam.
Tak yto cobupaiics, y Te0s1 OCTaJIOCh AeBATH MUHYT. DTO KacaeTcsi Bcex! — 00paTuiIcsi OH K IPYTUM
HOBOOpaHIIaM, ¢ THTEPECOM HAOJTIOAIONTNM 32 UX Pa3rOBOPOM.

Mortozioii coniar MOTYNWIICS B 3eMJTI0 M MOJTYa MPOJOJIKMI coOMpaTh cBoM Bemu. [loxoxe,
HaJleKJa BEPHYThCS JAOMOM AOPOrod, KOTOpPOW OHM MPUIILIM, OCTaBWia U ero. [oin noBepHysncs
¥ OCMOTpEJI CBOM HEXUTPHIHA CKapO: IHT, Med J1a Korbe. CBOM KMHXaJ OH MOTEepsl B TOM HepaszOe-
pUXe, YTO U He YAMBUTENIBHO. 3aTeM OH OfIEPHYJI MOPKABEBIIYI0 MECTAMHU KOJIBUYTY, TIOTPABUIT TOSIC
1 nipunenu Med. Ha rosioBy oH Hajies1 CBOM BUIABIIMI BUJIBI IIUIEM, 32 CIIMHY NIEPEKUHYJT U3PYyOsIeH-
HBII IIUT, @ B PyKY B3sU1 iecTudyToBoe Kombe. K mpogomkeHunio moxoaa oH ObLT TOTOB.

— Jloi, Thl 3Haelb, S CaM MOTY UX BPa3yMUTb, — YCJIbIAT OH HerpoMkuid roioc CteHa. OH
TIOBEPHYJICSI Ha TOJ-000pOTa M B3MISHYN Ha AECATHUKA. — PebstaM ceiiyac HykeH pelIuTebHBII
JMAEp, CIIOCOOHBIN CAaMOCTOSITENTHHO IPUHUMATh PEIICHHs, a THI. ..

— Crennu, s BCE OHUMAIO, — TIepeOUsT OH JAECATHHUKA, — JIydile TeOs ¢ 9TOM 3aJaueil HUKTO
He cripaBUTCs. f caM Mpeayioku Te0s B Ka4eCcTBe CTapIIero, — OH MOJOXKUI PYKY Ha TUIEUO MOTYYero
BOMHA. — HaM Hy’XKHO cnienmTh, IpeIdyBCTBUE Y MEHsI CKBEPHOE. YXOOUTh HaM HAJIO.

— 51 oTtocnas IBYX pa3BeYMKOB Ha3ajl, IIOCMOTPETD, He UAET M KTO0. OHU TOIKHBI BEPHYTHCS
C MUHYTBI HA MUHYTY. JI0KIEMCS UX U B ITyTh.

— Xopotuo, — JIois nornpaBuil CBOM M4 U OCMOTPEJICS.

Jlarepp ObLT IOYTH TOTOB K moxoay. [ISTh YeoBeK He cuuTas ero caMoro, Tpoe U3 KOTOPBIX
HoBOOpaHibl. OH He Hamen Mutua u Cao. Cano — ctpanHoe uMsi. Kakoil HOpMaJIbHBIN pOUTENH
Ha30BET Canom cBoero pedéHka? XoTs, 3T0 MOXKeT ObITh M KJIMYKa. BCE-Taku mapeHb OTIMJasics
KPYIHBIMHU radapuTaMu OT OCTaJIbHBIX. KiTiuka 310 nmm umMs, pasodparbes [Joiin tak u ve yenedn. [a
Y HE XOTeJ, HaBEpHOE.

Brpyr ero BHUMaHue MPUBJIEKJIO ABUKEHNUE CPEAU AepeBbeB. MUTY MEepBbIM MOJAJ FOJIOC:

— 3T0 Mbl, MEPTBBIE HETIOAAIEKY.

— I'me onn? Ckonbko ux? — Habpocwiicsl Ha HUX ¢ paccripocamu CTeHIH.

— Munytax B cemu Xob0bI K ceBepy oTcioa. Ha ux myTu TpsicuHa, Tak 4To Bpemsl y Hac ToKa
em€ ectb. 1 HacumTau Ba gecsaTka, Cano roBOPUT, YTO UX rOpasfo OOJbIle, MOJI, BUAUT OH JIydIlle
MeHsI B TyMaHe, — MUTY yCTaBHJICS Ha TOJICTSIKA.

— A-a-a uro s? §1 ke roopwi Tebe, MuTd, TaMm Aajblie, B yaiie, ux ThMma, — Cajio BbIIaBUII
u3 cebs crioBa OyATO OT HUX 3aBUCENIA ero KU3Hb.

— Xppp, Oyab OHU IPOKJISAITHL, 3TH TPYMOebl, — mpopbidai Ctennu. — Beiiuraemcs! MepTBsiku
MIPUIILTA TIOJIAKOMHTBCS] HAINMMU TYIITKAMH !

— Ecnm ux mapa ecsiTKoB, TO Mbl MOXEM JIETKO UX nepeduTh, — oW ycibian HerpoOMKU
rosioc I'pera 3a cnnoi. — Koma Mbl IpOphIBaJIMCh K JIeCy, UX ObLJIO HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIE.

— Korga mMbl ipopsIBasiuch K Jiecy, Hac ObLJIO TPUALIATH YENIOBEK, a J100paiach TOIBKO MOJO-
BUHA, — CKenTru4ecku noametu [Jown. — Yro ecnm Tonctsak npas? Ecnu ux tam He ABaAuaTh, a 100-
pasi coTHsl, uTo Toraa?

— ¥V crpaxa r7a3a BeJluKH, a My3aH OOUTCs, 3TO BUJIHO, — ['per ycraBuiics Ha TolCTsKa. — Emy
ceivac JIMIIb Obl IOJAJTBIIE OTCIOAA OKA3aThCA.

— TbI xouentb 6051, HO MOCMOTPU BOKPYT: HAC BOCEMb, MATEPO JIaKe HE 3HAIOT KAKOW CTOPOHOMN
KOIIbs1 OWTh Bpara, a ¥ KOMUM Y HUX /IBa Ha BceX. MBI-TO MOKET U BBUKMBEM, J1a OHU TIOJIATYT BCE.

— Brictynaem! — BHOBb TIpOpeBeJT MOKUBIIMI HA 9TOM CBETE JECATHHK.

— Mozketis cam moroBoputh co CTEHOM, HO OH HE CTaHeT PUCKOBATh KU3HAMU NapHei, — J{oin
B3IVISTHYJI HA Ipyra ¥ MOBEPHYJICS K MPEIBOAUTENIO UX MAJICHBKOTO OTPSIA.
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— 41 noiixy nepBbIM, — MPOPOKOTAT MOTY4ui JecsaTHUK. — ben, Mury, Cano, I'epoii, ITott —
3a MHO#. [oin u ['per 3ambikaroriye.

Tak OHU ¥ BBILLLIM B ITyTh, TOHUMBIE BIIEPE]] CTPAXOM, TOJI0JJOM, CMEPTBIO U BEIOMbIE OCTaTKAMU
yracaoIiei HaJesxapl. JJoWI EN caMbIM OCEAHUM, OTPYKEHHBIN B CBOU MBICJIM M BOCTIOMUHAHUS.
Criepesi KTO-TO HACBUCTBIBAJI ITPOCTEHBKYIO MEJIOIMIO, HO CBUCT HE OTBJIEKAN €0 OT AyM.

— 3arkHuch yxe, Tynuna! Thl Ha HAIy TOJIOBY BCEX MEPTBEIIOB COOepelb! — pazgasics den-
TO THEBHBIN BO3IJIAC.

— Ckaxu 3T0 MOeMy Meuy, HUYTOXKHbIH! — rosioc ['eposi mpo3Byvall Kak BCEr/ia BbI3bIBAIOIIIE.

— 3artkHuTtech yxe Bce! — B3peBen CteHiu, OOMblie MOXOKUA HA MeIBels B KOJIbUyre, 4eM
Ha yesioBeka. Ero kocmarasi rosioBa Obljia TAKOM OrPOMHOM, UTO Ka3aJI0Ch Ha HE€ He ChIIIETCs] HU OIUH
IIJIEM BO BCel uMrepuu. — Majio MHe CTOHOB 9THX, HEZIOYTIOKOSHHBIX, TaK TYT eIIE BAllM K PUBJISTHUS
BBICJTIITBATH TIPUXOUTCS.

I'epoii, MOHU3MB TOH, MPOJOJIKIII IUIETh MPOKJISITUS HAITPABO U HaseBO. Jloii BHOBB MOTrpy-
3WJICSI B CBOM MBICIIH.

I'epoii. Yto oH 3Ha 06 9TOM MapHe? 3aHOCUYMBBIA U HATJIBIN — MEPBOE, YTO MPUXOIUT HA YM.
CuibHbIN, XpaOpsiil, 6e3paccyaubiii. He motepsin cBo€ KombE. Yike He mioxo. MHUT ce0st repoem,
CUMTAET, YTO MOJIOBMHA OTpPsijia 0OsI3aHA CBOEH JKM3HBIO UMEHHO eMy. YOMII HECKOJIbKO MEPTBEIIOB,
HO TOBOPUT, UTO UX ObLM JecATKU. JIykaBuT. [TOCTOSTHHO XBacTaeTcst CBOed HACHIIIEHHON KU3HBIO
70 JieTroHa. «Jla y MeHsI BO BceX JIepeBHSIX BOKPYT 1Mo 6a0e Ha CHOCSX, J1a 51 TeOe 3y0 gaio», — He TIpo-
XOJIUT U MOJTydaca, YToObl OH He MPOU3HEC 3Ty (ppazy. [ pe3uT, uTo CTaHET BEIMKUM IrepoeM, O KOTO-
pom OyayT ciiarath JIETeH/bl, NIeTh TIECHU W Ha3bIBaTh JeTell B ero 4ecTb. [locTossHHO npuampaercs
K TOJICTAKY: «DU, KabaHYMK, KOT/Ia e/la 3aKOHUUThCS MOKHO 51 TeOst cbeM? [bI-TbI-Thl» OT pa3mymuii
ero oTj€ek ronoc CreHa:

— Tax, npusan. I1ate MunyT!

Jloii1 moAoIIEN K IeCATHUKY:

— Ctenutu, NOCITYIIAH, MBI U TaK JaJIeKO 3a0pasiuch B Jiec.

— Ha, na, s 3Ha10, Aajblile Ha 10T UATH Hesb3s. Ho 1 BEpHYTbCS MBI HE MOKEM.

— 3naunt ceopaunBaem? Kyna? Ha Boctok?

— Her, Ha BocTOKe ropHasi rpsja, Ja U Ha JIIO/Iel HapBaThCs TaM IIaHCcoB HeT. Eciiu MepTBsku
Hac TaM MPUKMYT TO BCE, cCUMTaid, ponayu. [Ipononkare WATH Ha 10T — TOKE HE BAPUAHT — YIIPEMCS
B bank-Xapay, a oHM dyxke3emIeB He KalyloT. Pemar eme, 4ro Msl OT KOJIIYHOB, TOTAA YK JIydlle
MPSIMO ceivyac Ha Me4r MO PhIraTh.

— 3HauuT, OCTaETCs 3aMaj], — CaMblil XYM BapUaHT 1o MHeHUIo Jloita.

— Ha, 3anan. [lo rpaHuLbl ¢ KOJJYHAMHU JaJIeKO, MOKET, U IPOCKOYMM HE3aMEUYEHHBIMU, a TaM
u 10 imniepckoro myTtu pyko# nofats. EmeE B narepe, no 060iiHu, s cabiman ot Moptuca, uro Cesi-
IIIEHHBIN OTPs/1 BBIIIEN HA OO Kak pa3 B Te MecTa. BbITh MOKET Mbl MIX TaM U BCTPETHM.

— Ho tam méprsble. ..

— MEpTBbIE TTOKA YTO TOJILKO 3[1€Ch. TaM HEU3BECTHO 4TO. MOXKET, KOJIYHbI LIEJIYI0 apMUIO
cobpanu, a MoxeT CBsIlieHHbIe BOMHBI ke TeHUCTYIO JOJMHY OCaKAAI0T.

— Yro %k, CTeH, THI elIé HU pa3y He omuoCcs, TaKk 4TO Be/iv, — KUBHYI emMy Jlow.

— Bot Tonbko criepBa 000iaEM OOJIOTO U Cpasy ke CBEPHEM, — OH ITOCMOTPET Ha PACCEBIIMXCS
110 KOYKaM conar. — YTo-To Mbl 3aCHIEIHMCh Ha MECTe, TAaK MOXKHO M )KUpOM oOpacTu. Beictynaem! —
BHOBb B3peBeJ MOTYYHI BOHH.

IT0 OBUI EPBHII JCHB MOCIIe OOWHU, KOTAa He0O OUMCTHIIOCH OT Ty4. J10 MOYyIHS OHY IPOIOJI-
’KaJIM TJIECTUCh Ha 10T, HO KaK TOJIbKO COJIHIIE OKA3aJI0Ch B 36HUTE UM, HAKOHEL, BBIAJI LIIAHC CBEp-
HYTb Ha 3ana. [To myTy UM HUKTO He BcTpevasicst ¥ JIoi pemu, 4To ero onaceHus ObLTM HAIPacHBbI,
noka MuT4 He 3aMeTWJ1 IEPBOr0 MEepTBELIA.

— B-0-0-0-H Tam, Bnepenu, ciaeBa, MeXIy ABYX OCHH, — BBITSIHYB PYKY, ThIKaJl OH HaJIblieM
B [MOKAYUBAIOIIANCS CUITYIT.
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— 41 pa3zbepych ¢ HUM, — cKazan I'per u yxke caenan nepbii miar, korga CTeH M npuaep:Kat
€ero 3a IU1eYo.

— INoroau, He Toponuck. [Tyckaii 3TH KeATOPOTHKH NOMPOOYIOT CBOM CUJIBL. Tak, KTO TyT y Hac
e He orpoOOoBas CBOU Meu?

— 4 rotoB! — caenan mar Brepén I'epoii.

— Her, g Bugen, 4Tto OT TBOMX MOTYYHMX YyIapOB MEPTBSAKH pa30eraiorcs B yxkace He BUMAS
JOPOT'H, — BO3PA3WJI CTApbIl IECATHUK. — MHEe Hy)eH KTO-TO, KTO ellE He cpakaiics. beH, CKOIbKuX
THI yOus?

— 417 Hy, He 3Hato. [TomHI0, 611, 8 yOUITI M. ..

— Bort TBI-TO ero u ykokommuib. [lepxu Mo€ konbe. [logoiiam k HeMy 1 Bcaau B rosioy. a tak,
4100 OH O0JIee He pacxaxuBal 1o 3emiie. U He fait emy k TeGe nopoOparbes. Ha Tebe HeT KombuyrH,
a KycaloTcsi OHHM O KaK OOJIBHO.

— A ecnu MEHs YKYCHT, sl He CTaHy TaKuM ke, a? — ucrnyraics beH.

— Takum? Her, He craHemnb. 910 Bc€ 0aOKMHBI cKa3ki. Ho KyCOK OH OTXBAaTHTh MOXET IpU-
a4HbIA. D10 5 Tebe ropopio. Hy uTo, roto?

ben kuBHyII1.

— Torga nasaii, Briepén !

BeH nopHsn Konb€, MOBEpHYJICS CIIMHOM K TOBApHILAM M 3alllarajl B CTOPOHY IPOTHBHUKA.
UYem Onike OH MOAXOAMI K MEPTBOMY TeM OoJiee OTBpaTUTE IbHASI KAPTUHA OTKPhIBAJIACh €T0O B30PY.
Korma-1o 310 OBLT MyX4MHA, HO CEYac — THUIOIININ TPYII, OOJIBICEBINNI, C BBIBEPHYTOW U3y POJOBaH-
HOU JIEBOHM PyKOH. burernc orcyTcTBOBal HAYMCTO, OTKPBIBAsI B30PY KOPUYHEBYIO KOCTb. JIOXMOThs
KOKM CBUCAJIM C €ro IJIe4a, a BOT MaJIbIIbl TPOJOJIKAIM HIEBEIUTHCS, KaK HU B 4éM He ObiBasio. Horu
¥ TeJIO CKPBIBAJIa YACTUYHO COXpaHUBIIasics ogexaa. [IpaBas pyka Oblia 1iesia, He CuMTast OTCYyTCTBO-
BaBInei koxu. Ho cambiM oTBpaTuTebHBIM ObUIO ero Juio. ['yObl 1 HOC OTCYTCTBOBTM HAYMCTO.
OpnHoro ra3a He ObUIO, @ BTOPOW — BBHITYUYEHHBIN M MyTHBIM — CMOTpPEJT B HUKYy/AA. YU OblIA 000-
JpaHbI, JIAIO TIOKPHIBAJIO HECKOJIBKO NITyOOKHX mope3oB. [omorias 6mmke BeH ynoBui crnadeiii 3amax
ravenus. [llar, emg mar. MeptBell He oOpalan Ha Hero HUKaKoro BHUMaHUsI, CTOSUI, CJIeTKa MoKa-
YMBasICh, M METKAJ 3y0amu. «Kakoi KyTKuii ockas, — nogymadn rpo cedst ben. Eme mar. — A 3y0si. ...
Uro ecnu oH Buenutcst MHe B ropio? Ha MHe TOJIBKO CTEraHblil KWIIET, Jja KOXKaHbIi nuiem». Bapyr
MEPTBSIK Pe3KO MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOpOHY beHa, MENKHYJ 3y0amMmu U M3ajl MPOTSKHBINA CTOH. «BceE,
MHE KOHeIl», — TIOHSUT IoHoIma. Tpyr pBaHyJ ¢ MeCTa C HAaUBBICIIEH CKOPOCTBIO, HA KOTOPYIO OBLT
criocobeH. YenoBek Mor ero o00OrHath JErkum OeroM, HO st beHa oH ObUT CTpeMUTENIeH, CJIOBHO
MoJHUS. Ternepb OHM NMOMEHSIMCh MECTaMU: MEPTBBIM HalpaBisjics K HeMy, a beH crosi, cierka
MOKAYMBAsCh, HE 3HAs, UTO JEJIaTh.

— Beii ero konbém! Beii! Thbl yero Bcran! — yciplmal OH Tooca u3-3a CriuHbl. — Jla OH Te0s
ceiyac Coxper!

IMocnennee cnoBo mpuseno bena B uyBcTBO. Korma g0 mepTBena ocTaBajioch He OOJbINe
caxkeHH, beH ¢ CUJIOi BHIKMHYI KOTIBE BIIEPEN, 1IENsICh B royioBy. HakOHEUHMK C yaBKaHbeM MPOOWII
THUJION JTOO ¥ MEepTBeI] MaJj K ero Horam. beH Tak 1 ocTasicsi CTOSITh, BBIITYCTHB KOIbE U3 PYK U CMOTPS
Ha TpyIl.

— Mornogzeni, napens, Mosozen! — CTeHm ogoOpUTeIbHO MOXJIoNnal ero no miedy. — Bor sato
yaap! Bel Buzenn? MoxHO B IpUMep CTaBUTh !

— Ha, He 1ox0, — noaxsatui ['per. — Beokgan CKOIBKO HY:KHO M OAHUM yaapom. Monoger.

— Jla 51 OBl €ro yKe aBHO MPUKOHYMII ¥ MBI IIPOIOJKUIIM Obl Ty Thb, — BCTPsiT ['epoid.

— Ycnokoiicst, CbiH OUTBBI, — TOCMOTpeT Ha Hero Ctennu. — [TapHsaM HyKHO OnbITa HAOUPaThCSI.
Wrtak. Beex MepTBeIOB Ha HaIlIEM IyTH, UAYIIMX MOOAMHOYKE WM Mapamu, OyIyT YCTPaHATh HOBO-
OpaHIpl. BeH TONBKO UTO MOKa3asl HaM, Kak 9TO HYXKHO JeNaTh.

[Tocrosi OHM €1lE AT MMHYT Y IBUHYJIMCH Jajiblie. Bckope Ha UX IyTH Ionascs eme oaquH
MEPTBBIH, a 32 HUM elig, U emE, u emg. [lo omHoMy, nHoraa napamu. HoBoOpaHIIbl ¢ HUMU OBICTPO
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pacrnpaBIIsIMCh U BOMPEKU oxuaanusam I'pera, naxe Casno youn Heckonbkux. Ho 6nmke K Bedepy UM
ToMaJiach Tpynmna u3 JeBATH BoccTaBiinX. OHU I B X CTOPOHY, U3/1aBasi HETPOMKHUE CTOHBI, Bpe-
MEHaMU Bpe3asiCh B JEPEBbs U Najasi, HO KaXIbli pa3 MOJHUMAJINCh U IPUCOEAMHSIINCH K OCTAJIb-
HBIM.

— Hy, nakonen-to! Tonma méptebix! Ceituac Mmbl UM nokaxem! — pagoBascs ['epoit. — Kak mbt
ux nepedném, a, CteH? [IpopBEMcs B IIGHTP U BBIPEKEM U3HYTPH?

— 3aTKHUCH, MOMYAYPOK, — Jlois1 OpOCHIT Ha HETO CYPOBBI B3IJISII.

— Yro ckaxeiis, Hoin? — cnpocun CteHiu.

— WIx Gosblire yem Hac ¥ 310 110X0. OHU MIYT TUIOTHOM TPYIION U 3TO Xopoiio. Bocronb3y-
eMCsl STUM.

— Yro Thl X0uenIb npeanoxuth? I'oBopu sicHee, y HaC Majio BpEMEHH.

— To1, s 1 ['per nomHMMEM LIUTH U BpexkeMcsl B HUX ¢ pa3tera. [TapHu OyayT Hac MpUKpbIBaTh
KonbsiMu. [To-MoeMy 1iaH Xopomuii.

CteHsn yapIOHYIICS CKBO3b TYCTYI0 OOpOAY:

— Torga uném.

Jloiin cTosit creBa, CxuMasi B pyke mut. Meu ObuT B HOXHaX. B tieHTpe Obi1 CTeHu, cripaBa —
I'per. Bce onu nepxanu B pykax mmrhl. [1o3aay HUX CTOSIM TIAPHU C KObSIMU HamepeBec, 0J1aro
KOIUI XBaTUJIO Ha Beex. [loin mocMoTpen HarpaBo, novmalt B3risa CteHa, 3ateM ['pera, KUBHY UM,
Y OHM BMECTe CIeJIaJIH Iar BIepEn. YCKOPSSICh C KaKIbIM IIaroM OHH MPUOIMKAINCH K BPakKeCKOM
rpynrne. MEpTBble 3aMeTHIIN UX, KOrJa yxke ObUIO CIUIIKOM TMO3JHO TMOBIUATh HA HAYaJI0 OWUTBBIL.
Jloiin BbICTaBMII Tiepe]t cOOOM IIUT, YIEPCS B HEro 00EMMH PyKaMH U CO BCEH AypH Bpe3asics B MepT-
Bella, IPOTSHYBILETro pyKu eMy HaBcTpeuy. I'per co CTeHOM He OTCTaiau OT Hero Hy Ha Mur. [locbl-
11aJICsl XPYCT JIOMAIOLIMXCSl KOCTEN U T'OJIOBa MEPTBELIA, PACKpPbIB MACTh, MPOJIETENAa B HECKOJIBKUX
moiiMax ot ero jmia. BpemMenu pazoupatbest 4To K uemy He Obut0 ¥ JI0iIT BBIXBATUII Me, IPUKUHYB,
YTO TIOJIOBUHA MEPTBBIX BaJIsieTCsl HA 3emJie. [IpsAMbIM yoqapoM OH IIPOTKHYI TOJIOBY ONMKaiieMmy
ycTosiBIIIeMy Ha Horax Bpary. CripaBa pa3gaBajivcCh 3ByKH 001, a TIepeji HUM C 3eMJIH TIOIHSIICSA elé
OAMH MepTBel. [0 yrapui ero HMToM, TOT OTLIATHYJICS U MOTSAHYNICA K HeMy pykamu. Crnenyio-
i ynap Hoiina oTcék 06e KOHEYHOCTH T10 JIOKTH, a 3aBEPIIAIOIIMM OH HACA U €T0 TOJIOBY Ha KJTU-
HOK, pyOaHyB cBepXy BHU3. [loils1 0OepHyIics vilia HOBOTO Bpara, Ho He Hamén. Crennu u ['per cto-
UM, OIYCTUB MeuH, U Tskeso apimand. Cano u [loTT MepTBena, NpUrBo3iMB €ro CBOUMHU KOTIbSIMU
K 3eMJie, U MUTY IPOH3UJI €r0 TOJIOBY KOIBEM. beH BIAEpIruBai CBOE KOIMbE U3 IOJIOBBI €11E OHOTO
BOCCTABILETO.

— Hoiin! Hy Tb1 1 kpyT! Kak ThI TOrO, IEPBOro Ha 4acTy CBOUM LIUTOM pazopsai! [a s B ku3HU
TaKoOro He BUjbIBaJ! — moforien k Hemy ['epoil. B pykax oH c:xuMast Komb€, Ha KOTopoe Oblila Haca-
’KE€Ha OTOpPBaHHAs rojioBa. — Bot, cMoTpu, 51 Hamién. Ta camasi, YTo oTIeTeNna, — MPOU3HEC OH C YIIbIO-
KOM.

— Y6epu 3Ty ragocts OT MeHs nojasbine. Ham moBesno, 4To OHU Ha HOTax eJie Jep:Karcsl.

— Kak ckaxenib, — npousHéc ['epoil, OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY Y HIMPOKUM MaxoM KOIbsl OTIPaBUII
TOJIOBY B KYCTBI.

— Bee nensi? Bee?! — mpobdacun Ctennm. — Torga coOupaemcsi, HE4ero Ham Ha 3TOM MecTe
Top4arb. Emi€ 6eapl 1ok aémcsl.

CrnopuTh C HUIM HHUKTO He cTail. Bece ObICTpO coOpantuch v ABUHYIHUCH B My Th. JlOWT Kak Bceraa
1€ 3aMBIKAIOLINM, U3pEKa MOMIsbIBas Ha3al. A reped HUM LIEN BeCh MX MajieHbkui otpsi. Cra-
puHa ['per, nepea HUM MATEPO HOBUYKOB, CTABIIMMU 32 3TO BPEMs HE TAKUMHU YK JAJIEKUMU OT paT-
HOTO Jienia, 1a Moryuuil CTeH, YbM JIOXMaThle BOJIOCH 1 OOpOJIYy yKe 3aTpoHyJa ceauHa. o 3ame-
THJI, YTO HACTPOEHUE B OTPs/ie YIyUIINIOCh, TAPHU NEPEUIENTHIBAIUCD, TO TYT, TO TaM Pa3JaBaJluCh
CMeIIKH. DTa OMTBA IMPUHEC]IA UM HE TOJIBKO Mode Ly, MoHs1Ia 00eBOM IyX U YKpenuia Bepy B ceos,
HO M BEpHyJIa HaJeXAy Ha craceHue. [ Houwlera OHM Halluld O4YeHb yaayHoe Mecto. Heckonbko
BAJIYHOB BBIIIIE YEJIOBEYECKOrO pOCTa ObLIIM PaCKUAAHBI MOCPEIN JIeCa U COCTABIISIA U3 ceOsl 3allu-
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MEHHBIN KpyT. «YTO X, ceroqs OyaeM HoueBaTh co cTeHamMH. Bc€ syuine, yem Ha O0JIOTE C JIATYII-
KaMu», — mogymaut JIois. Y KUH Kak Beeria ObUT CKY/IHBIN: TOPCTH SITOj1 1a TprOBL. [1epBbIM 1eKypUTh
BbINaso emy. J{oi 3aj1e3 Ha camblil BHICOKHI KaMeHb U ocMoTpeicsl. CyMepKH CKPbhIBAJIU JIEC U yKe
Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTEMHEET TakK, YTO XOTb IJ1a3 BHIKOJIM. EMHCTBEHHOE YyBCTBO, HA KOTOpPOE
OH MOT PacCUMTHIBATh ObUI ero cityX. M oH ciibimast. Crblian yXxaHbe COBBI, CIbIIIAT OTPECKUBAHKE
KOCTPpA, CIIBIIIAT YeH-TO Kalllesb, CIIBIIIAN [IeIeCT JIMCTheB. HO OH He CIIbIIam CTOHOB, N3aBaeMBbIX
MEpTBBIMU. U 3TO ero pamoBasio. «Hajieock, HOUb ceroHs OyIeT CIIOKOWHOW», — C MOJILOOU Tpo-
mentan oH. Cryctst yac ero cMeHms1 Cajio ¥ OH OTHPaBUJICS CHaTh.

— TpeBora! — ckBO3b COH yciblian oH péB CteHa.

TonoBa emE He cooOpakaia, HO TeJIo 3HaJIO, YTO eMy JiesiaTh. B MrHOBeHHE OKa OH BCKOUWII,
coOpaJICs M OIIETHHUJICS KOTIbEM.

— Méptabie unyt! C BocToka! — 3akpuyan ben.

— Ckonbko? Hy xe, roopu! — [loin Bienuics B miedo bena.

— H-ne 3nat0, MoxeT nosicotHH. .. Cajio roBopuUT, 4To Oosbliie, Oonblie coTHU! — B I71a3ax bena
YHUTAJICS yKaC.

Hoiin ornsiHycs, HO HUTIE He yBuzaen ['pera.

— I'per! I'per uto0 TeOs!

— Thl yero pazopasicsi! — ycublmai oH Kpuk ['pera oTkyma-To cBepxy. oW 3aapait rojsioBy
Y YBHJEJ Jpyra, CTOSINEro Ha BaJlyHe M BCMATPHUBAIOIIETrocst BAajb. — 371ech s!

— CKOJIbKO UX Tam?

— He 3Hato, MHOro. Ho, MHe KaxeTcs, TonCTsK nmpaB. OHU uayT 1o Hamemy crieny. C ora Toxe
WIyT, MEHBIIIE, HO BCE Xke. YXOAUTh HA/I0, U YeM ObICTpee, TeM JTydIle.

CreBa MoCIbIIIATICS Pa3phIBAIOIIIIA YbI0-TO IJIOTKY Katesb. Lo obepHysics u yBuaen Murtua,
COTHYBIIIErOCsl Uy Th JIM He nonosiam. [Tog HuM Jtyskutieit jesxai ero BUepaliHui yxxut, a Cano nomo-
raj eMy ylepkarbcs Ha HOTax.

— Beixonum! JKusee! — npoopait Crennm. — [otT, bBen, xBaraiite MuTua n youpaemcsi orcioza!

CriopuTh HUKTO He cTajl. ['per CphIrHyJ1 ¢ BaJlyHa, MPU3EMIIMBIIMCH MATKO, Kak Komka. OHu
BBIIIUIH, JIepka CTPOM KaK U MpeblAyIue JHA. VI3MEeHWIOCh TONBKO TO, YTO OPYKHUE BCe JepKaiu
HaM3roToBKY. He mpoIim oHn 1 cOTHH (DyTOB, KaK HABCTPEUy MM BHIIIIeN MepBblid MepTBell. CTeHu
HE CTaJI IOKUAATHCS 4ero-imodo, a cam Bpe3all eMy 10 Oallke MOJIOTOM C caMoro pa3maxa. Paznancs
XPYCT U MepTBel| CBUTWICSA HAOOK. «MEPTBBIN yIay 3aMepTBO», — IJIyMasi MbICJb MPOMETbKHYJIA
B rosioBe Jloina. OH OmISIHYJICS Ha3al ¥ yBUJIEIN, YTO UX JIarephb YK€ KHUIIUT BOCCTaBIMMU. M yem
JaJIbllie OHU OTXOJIMJIN, TeM OOJIbIIIe UM TIOMaJasiock MepTBeloB. Bot yxke ['epoii u Cano ¢ 3aBuaHOM
MIEPUOANYHOCTBI0 OWITH KoTbsiMU. Bcé yarme I'per BoipbiBasicss kK CTeHy, YTOOBI paCUUCTUTD JOPOTY.
Mmvsak! Xmon! Xpsice! Bc€ vainie cipiman o 3TH 3ByKW. Y BOT HacTaj TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia U eMy
MIPULIUIOCH OCTAaBUTh ThUI Ha CaJlo.

— Beii mo6oro B royioBy, MOHsL?

— Ha, nonsin, — oreetun Cano u [loin yBujien, Kak ApokKayid ero pyku.

Cam oH nogOesxan kK ['pery — Ha TOro HaceJaJii cpa3y YeTBEpO MEPTBSIKOB M HA MeCTe Kak-
JI0r0 YOUTOr0 MOMEHTAJILHO MOSIBJISICS HOBBIN. JIOWJI C CHJION BOTKHYJI KOTIBE B OTMKAKIIIEro K ceoe.
HakoHeuHUK KOMbsl 3aCTpsijT B Yepere U OH OpOCHII €ro M BBIXBATHII Med. Yaap, emg ynap. Ubsa-to
pyka ynasa emy nox Horu. Eimé ynap! Tenepb rox Horu nokaruiach rojiopa. ClieyIomiero oH ¢ CHIOH
ITHYJI HOTOM ¥ MEpPTBell, IOTePsIB paBHOBECHE, CBATIIIICS Ha 3eMJTI0, COUB ¢ HOT em¢é opHoro. Kommue-
CTBO MEPTBBIX MOPEENIO U 3TO Jajio BpeMsi [{oiily BeIpBaTh U3 TOJIOBBI MEPTBELIA 3aCTPSIBIIIEE KOTIBE.
Ho TyT c3a111 OH ycblman MpoH3UTeNbHBIN KpUK. oI moBepHysics u yBuaes, yto Cano HaCKBO3b
MIPOTKHYJI MEPTBEILIA, a TOT, HACAKEHHBIH Ha KOTbE BCE OITHKe 1 OMMKe MOAOMPAIICS K TAPHIO, CKOMb3sI
TEJIOM TI0 JIpeBKy. BTopoii MepTBell 1€ Ha TOJICTSKAa OOXO/sI ero CJIeBa, C SBHBIM jKeJIaHHEM OTBe-
nathb xkupka. A Casio nepkait Korb€ He B CHJIaX OTIYCTHTh, CMOTpEJ TO Ha OfIHOTO, TO Ha JAPYroro,
BUIMMO Tajiast, KTO J0OepETcs N0 Hero nepBbiM. [Ipommén Kakon-To MUT C TOrO MOMEHTa, Kak Jloi
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00epHyJICs, HO OH YK€ 3HaJl, uTo Jenarh. [IomHsB KOMbE OH YTO OBUIO CUJT METHYII €0 B TOrO MEPT-
BOT'0, UTO IIEN K TOJNCTAKY ciieBa. Komnbe, mposiereB Tpu aecsaTka pyToB, BOH3WIOCh B MEpPTBeLa. Yap
ObLT TAKOHM CHJIBI, YTO TOT, OTJIETEB BMECTE C KOIIbEM, BPe3aJicsl B JEPEBO U MOBUC MPUTBOXICHHbIN
K cTBOJTY. Jl0i1 Opocuit B3IIsi/1 Ha TOJICTSIKA, HO TOT B KOM-TO BEKe HE pacTepsiiCsi: MepTBel] oMo 15
K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO TOJYYMJI yAap KMHXKAJIOM B BUCOK. [0 OTBEpHYJICS M OLleHW cuTyarmio. ['per
OWJICs cripaBa OT HEro, CAEepKUBasi HATUCK MEPTBBIX, ['epoit — cieBa, meiTasich MpoOuThest K CTeHy.
A Bot y Crena Jiena ObUH TUI0XH. MEPTBBIE OTPE3ajiy ero OT IPYIIbl ¥ OH HAHOCHJT YAaphl HAITPABO
Y HaJIeBO CBOMM KJIEBIeM. [la 1 IUT B €ro yMensX pykax ObUl OpYKHEM He MEeHee CTpaliHbiM. beH
u IoTT nelTanuck TpopBaThes K HEMY C JPYroil CTOPOHBI, HO MpecTapesblid AECATHUK BCE OTCTYIA
TO/I HATUCKOM MPHUOBIBAIOIIMX BOCCTaBIIUX. IO TOCMOTpe riepest coO0i, 1Ba MepTBeIa yke Moj-
HUMAaJIMCh Ha HOTY M OH Pa3ajl UM IO yaapy, pa3pyoast TeM rojoBbl.

— I'per, Tl Kak?

— JlepXych, — OTBETUJI TOT.

— Tpemruna cefiuac 3a1aBsT, 51 K HEMY.

— Hasaii!

Jlo¥in MeTHyJICS BJIEBO, pa30THAJICS U Bpe3aicsl B Onvokaiiiero Meptena. ToT oTieresn Ha uy-
IIMX BIIEPEIM HErO ¥ OHU BMECTe TPOXHYJIUCH Ha 3emutio. [loin 6e3 ycTany Hadyan OUTh 1O THHJIBIM
roJIOBaM CBOMM MEUYOM, HO CTeHa MEPTBBIX He yMeHbIIanach. CKOIBKO MPOILTIO BPEMEH!: MUHYTA,
IBe, MTh? B 3TOT MOMEHT /10 HEro JOHECCS CTpAIIHbIN KpUK. J{oi1 Ha CeKyH/1y MOBEpHYI T'OJIOBY
BieBo. Cano! Jlo Hero noOpanuchk! [IBa, HET, yKe MATh MEPTBELIOB MPYKAIU MapHs K 3eMJIe U pa3-
PHIBAJIM €r0 TEJIO Ha YacT. MUTY, BUIS YTO TBOPUTCS C €ro JPyroMm, MOAHSJICS Ha HOTY ONUPAsICh
Ha KOTbE, C/IeNIall TPH 1ara ¥ BOTKHYJI HAKOHEYHUK B TOJIOBY OJIMJKHETO K HEMY BOCCTABIIIETro. JTOT
MOCTYTIOK 3a0paj y Hero octatku cwil. OH yrmaia U MepTBeraM J0CTaJICS ee ouH Tpodei.

— He-e-er! — ycnpbiuan on kpuk bena.

— Hovin! 3adupaii ux! Yeoau orciona! Moute Ha ceBep! — B3peBen Crewm. — Ko mHe Bam
He mpopBatkcsi! Bol Bce moruOHeTe, ecm He yinere!

— ThI coBcem 00e3ymer, cTapbiil yBajeHb! — ¢ THeBoM Bblgaul Hoitn. — Mbl He OpocuM TeOst
Ha pactep3aHue 3TUM TBapsiM! — B HEM OyIlieBaia Takasi IpoCThb, TO CO CIJEAYIOIIEro yiapa OH pas-
pyOwII cpasy JBE rOJOBHI.

— Cracaiitech s TeOe TOBOPIO! — OBIJIO CIIBIIITHO, YTO KaXJ0e HOBoe cioBO naércst CteHy Bcé
¢ 6osbIM TpyoM. — Bam He BeITaimuth MeHs otciona! OHu HactynaoT! OrsHUCH!

Jlo¥ orsisiHyJICS M Ha MUT OlieTieHesl. B moirycoTHe caskeHel OT Hero uepes epeBbsi pooupa-
mvck MEpTBBIe. «C1o? [IBecTn? CrombKo *ke ux?!», — mogymai oH. U torga on oco3Has, uto CTeHmm
TpaB.

— [Magaii, [ovin! YBomu peOar! Maurte Ha ceBep, 3aTeM CBOpAaYMBalTe Ha 3amajl, Kak MbI
u xotenu! S moHpaBmcs 3TUM TBapsM. Sl OTBJIeKy ux! Y MeHs 3a CIMHOM, 1oxoske, 0omoto! 51 3aBemy
UX B TpsicuHbl! D10 npukas!

— Xoporo, apyr, — oqgauMu ryoamu nporuentai o, — [epoit! Ben! Tlort! Berom k I'pery!
4 3a Bamu. Yxonum Ha cesep.

JIumb poM3HEC OH TH CIIOBA, KaK YCIBIIIAT TPOMKHUI yAap MOJIOTA O IIHT.

— 3a MHO, pe3Bbie 3acpaHiipl! 3a MHOM! — CTEHJIM YTO eCTh AyOACHUIT MOJIOTOM B IIUT ¥ YHOCHIT
HOTH Ha IOT.

Howin Gpocun B3MISIL HAa BOCTOK. MepTBelpl MOTEpsIM K HAM WHTEPEC WIBUHYJIMCH BCJIEH
3a Ctenom. «Ilopa yxonutb», — nogymait Join u nomén Bees 3a ['perom. 3a ero ciHo# pa3faiach
TIeCHs1, KaKoi-To 00eBoi Mapii, KoTopbiM CTEeHIM 3aBJieKalt 3a cOO0M MepTBeloB B 6osoTa. Uto 310
3a TIeCHS1 OH TaK M He CMOT TIPUIMOMHUTh. HO MOHMMas 0jHO: MHOTHE MOTUOIM, HO OHU JKUBBI U OHU
YJAU3HYJIA OT CBOEU CMEPTH.
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2. Mopok

[I€n yeTBEPTHI JEHB C TEX MOp, Kak OHM paccranuch ¢ CreHom. IlepBbil AeHb OHM LUK
Ha CeBEP, 3aTeM CBEPHYJIM Ha 3anajl. MEPTBbIE MOSBIISIIMCH BCE PEXKE U PEXKE U B TE PEAKHUE CIIydaH,
KOTJJa OHU BCE e MOSABJISIINCH, [1oi1 caM 0OHaxa KJIMHOK. OH He XOTeJ pUCKOBATh HU UbEl )KU3HBIO.
OH npyHsT KOMaHAOBaHKe Ha ceOs. X ocrasock nmarepo: oH, ero Jyqmmi Jpyr [ per, CMBIIUIEHBIH
ben, 3anocuuseil I'epoit 1 orkpoBeHHO Tynou ITorT. Ero riaBeHCTBO Bce MPUHSIM Kak JO/DKHOE
Y HUKTO HE XOTeJ OCIIapuBaTh TO pelieHue. 1 BOT yke TpeTbi CyTKM OHM IBUTAJIMCh HA 3amaj, Ty4a,
I7ie UX Kaano crnacenue. M noruGens.

Join BEN CBOIO IpyIIy, KaKk BCErAa MOrpy3UBIIMCH B MBICJIM Y BOCTIOMUHAHUSA U HE 3aMETHIL,
KaK MopaBHABLIMICA ¢ HUM beH 3agan Borpoc:

— Jloin, THI He 3Haelb, Kak 3Bau Cajo?

— A? Pa3Be 310 He ums?

— Hy, mano noxoxe, 4ToOs! 310 OBLIO ero uMsi. He Bepio s, 4To YesioBeKa Tak 3BaJIu.

— A 3auem Tebe HyKHO ero ums?

— 51 xoTes1 moMoNMThCA 3a Hero, — rojioc beHa cran TMXum, — He 3Halo, MOWMYT JIM MeHs1 OOr'H,
eciu 51 Oy/1y MOJIUTBCS O cajie.

— Her, He 3Ha10. U, HaBepHOE, yxe HUKorga He y3Hato. OH MEPTB, TIOMOJIMCH 3@ HETO KaK €CTb.
Hymaio, 60ru HonmyT.

— Xopoto, — ben Hauai orcraBarp, HO JIOWJI pEIINI €10 OCTAaHOBUTb.

— Ilocrou, He yxonu.

— Yr0-TO Ci1y4nsocs?

— Kak bl nonasn B Jiernon?

bBeH B310XHYyI, B3IVIAHYJ HA OCTAJIBHBIX Y4JIEHOB OTPSAAA U MPOU3HEC!

— Moo iepeBHI0 COXIJIM BO BpeMs BOiHBL. MaTb, oTIia, cectép. Moo HeBecty. Beex younu, —
CJIOBa JaBAIMCh €My TSDKEJIO, M 9TO ObUIO XOpomio 3ameTHo. — [Ipyseid, coceneil... cobaky. [Jdom
coxrm. [la uto Tam goMm... Bero nepeBHo. S mortepsit Bc€, MHe HeKyaa ObUio uaTH. $1 oTrpaBuiics
B 3aMOK cHMpa Xeira, TaM U BCTPeTHJI BepOOBUIMKOB. OHM MeHs M 3amucand. JTo ObUIO yXe, Jai
MOCYMTAIO, TaK, ABa Mecsna Ha3ad. C Tex mop s ¥ MOJIOCh 32 CBOMX ONM3KUX, Apy3ed. Cano ObuT
MouM apyroM. I Mutu toxe. f xoren 3a Hux nomomurtecs. C Murdem Bc€ npocto, a Bot Cajo. ..
Joi, a Thl HE 3HAelIb, KAK OHU IOIAJIN B JIETUOH?

— Her, a TH1?

— MwuTyu roBopuII, YTO MOCIOPUIT C APYTOM, YTO OTCIYKHT AecsTh JieT. Cano mpHiien, 9roost
crath XpaOpbiM. 1 moxyners.

— Emé nemHOro 11 oH OBl JEHCTBUTENBHO MOXYE. A XpaOpOCTH B HEM U TaK HA TPOUX XBATHT.

— Bor TonbKo Het ux GoJblie ¢ HaMu.

— Jla, a emi€ Muru. ..

— [otT, 6apan, Th 4€ 3acTi1! — Bo3riac ['epost 3actaBuit ero 0OepHYThCS.

— 9-9-3, a-a-a, TaM, — IIOTT cTOAN C BBITApAllEHHBIMM IJIa3aMU M IIOKa3blBaJl IaJIbLIEM
HECKOJIBKO ITPaBee HAITPABJICHUS UX JBUKCHUS.

Hoiin mocmoTpen Tyaa, Kyaa ykassisai [1oTT u octonbeHen ot yBujieHHoro. CaJjeHsx B COPOKa,
K HUM CIMHOM MOrPY3UBIIKCH 110 KOJIEHO B OOJIOTHYIO MYTh CTOsIa OOHAKEHHAs AeBylika. E€ 6poH-
30Basg KOKa cusja B JIy4ax YTPEHHEro COJHLA, a JJIMHHbIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI CHAJAIM Ha IUIEYU
Y 3aKaHYMBAJMCh Ha YPOBHE MOSICHULIBL. V3 oneskapl Ha Hell ObUTa TOJbKO HaOeApeHHas KOKaHas
MOBSA3KA, Y3KMMHU BEPEBOYKAMU OXBATBIBAIOLIASA €€ TAINIO U IIIMPOKON HEPOBHOM MOJIOCKOW IPUKPBI-
BaloIlas MOMy U CBUcaoLIas 10 cambiXx MKp. Ha mpaBom Oenpe BUIHENTACh CyMKa, NepeBelIaHHas
yepes JIEBOE IIJIEY0, B KOTOPYIO JEBYILKA CKJIAAblBaJla YTO-TO, YTO OHA OTAMpaJIa OT CTBOJIA CyXOTO
JepeBa, TAHACh BBEPX BCEM CBOUM TEJIOM.
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[Topak€HHblE YyBUAEHHBIM, OHU TaK U 3aCThUIM B MOJTYaHUM, HE B CUJIaX OTOpBaTh B3I . [lep-
BBIM O4YHYJICS beH:

— Mozker, el momolIb Hy’)kHa? — 3a7aJ1 OH CBOIl HAUBHBII BOIIPOC.

— DT0 MOPOK, — 4yTh CJIBIIIHO Mpou3HEc ['per. — YoupaTbcss HaM HAJ0 M YeM CKopee, TeM
JIydIlie, MoKa HaM MOMOIIb He MOTPe0oBaIach.

— Kak xe youpatbcsa? — Boamytuiics [ToTT. — A BOpyr oHa 3arIyTajia v IOporv Ha3aja He Hail-
nér? Ham Hago nonoit u cipocutb. Ckaxu ToM, repoid Tbl UM HET?

«Tom, BOT Kak ero 30ByT», — caenai 3apyoky o, a Bciyx mpousHEC:

— I'per npas. YxonuM, Ioka 4ro MOXy:Ke He CIIy4YHUJIOCh.

OTtBetom emy ObUT pa304yapOBaHHBIN B30X ['eposi, HO Bo3pakaTh HUKTO He cTtai. Ho B 3TOT
MOMEHT J€BYILIKA IOBEPHYJIACh U yBUEa ux. OHa NoAHsIA PYyKY U IPUBETIIMBO [TOMaxaJa.

— Hy Bor, nonanuce, — u3pék Jloitn. — YTo xk, Tenepp Moy, y3HaeM KTO OHa Takasl.

W BHOBb HUKTO HE CTaJl IEPEUUTh EMY.

— Ecnu 310 MOpOK, TO XY[IO Hale jeso, — npousnéc I'per. — A eciii 4esioBeK — TO, CUMTaH,
CIACEHBl.

— Eciu 310 yesoBek, s Ha Hel KeHI0Ch! — palocTHO BOCKJIUKHYJI T1OTT.

— Her, ona mosi! — Bo3pazui emy Tom. — Takasi geByIka 1OCTOMHA UCTUHHOTO T€POsI.

— Jla 3aTkHUTECH BHL. ECIM 9TO MOPOK 51 ¢ paOCThIO OTAAM eMy Bac 000uX, — ocaaui ux Joi. —
I'per, Oyab rOTOB KO BCEMY.

C Kax[JpIM I1aroM ero BoJIHeHue Hapacrtaso. YenoBek uiau Hetr? Bor 1o He€ ocrasioch mos-
coTHH 1maroB. OHa cTosIa MOMyOOKOM, 3aHUMasiCh CBOMM HEXUTPBIM JIeJIOM U He o0Opaliasi BHUMa-
HUS Ha UX npuomkene. [1pocto crosuia u o0aupana ouepeHoN JUIARHUK C KOPBI, TOYHBIM JIBU-
’KEHHEM OITyCKasl ero B OJVH U3 MHOKECTBA MaJIEHbKMX KapMallKoOB cBoeil cyMKU. OH mpeonosnen
eIlE C AI0KUHY 111aroB M ero BOJHEHUE Bo3pociio. OH NPUMETHII, YTO CIiepe/iv €€ TOXKE MPUKpbIBAIA
TOJIOCKA KOXKH, UyTh TOHBIIIE, YeM C3a/IH, ¥ IOUYTH HIUYETo He CKpbiBatomiasi. Opyxkus y He€ He ObLIO,
Jake HOXa, a e rpyab... Her, o uém ero meiciiu? l'onast neBaxa rnocpeau Jieca, 3aroJHEHHOTO BOC-
CTaBIIMMU M3 MEPTBBIX KPOBOXAJHBIMH TBApPSIMH, COOMpPaeT Kakylo-To TpaBky? Yro 3a Open!

— Kakas rpyap, — ycybiasn oH 4ei TO BBIIOX 1033y ceOsl.

JevicTBuTeNBbHO, €€ rpyab Obula MpekpacHa. Kak u Bcé Tenno. 3a BpeMs ciykObl J{oiin moObI-
BaJI BO MHOTHX OOpIIENsiX, 1a ¥ MPOCTO JEPEBEHCKUX AEBOK ObLIO y HEr0 HEMaJlo, HO HACTOJIBbKO TIpe-
KpacHoe co3/1aHre OH Buze BrepBble. OH MPUOIU3UIICS K HEHl eIIé Ha IECSITOK I1aroB U OTYETIIMBO
BUIET KaX/IbIi U3rKO e€ Tesa, OH BUJIEN e€ TOATIHYThIe OEIpa M TUIOCKUI KUBOTUK, TIONIEIEHHBIN
Ha aKKypaTHble KYOMKU, U3SIIIIHbIE PYKH, IJIEYH, HO €€ JIMLIO OCTaBaJIOCh JJIsl HETO COKPBITBIM: YEp-
HBIE BOJIOCHI KAK KAITIOLIOH CKPBIBAJIM €TI0 OT IIOCTOPOHHUX B3MJISIO0B. J10MI HEMPOU3BOJIBHO IJIOTHYII
M Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €ro Cep/lle Ceivac BHIPHITHET U3 IPyar. A JeBYIIKa BCE He oOpalaia He HUX HUKa-
Koro BHUMaHUsA. Jloi cierka 3aMeamt mar. «Jla s B )KM3HU HUKOTJa He ObLT TaK B3BOJHOBAH, —
noyMast oH. — M Bo30ykA€H ?» DTa MBICIIb 3aCTaBUJIA €r0 OCTAHOBUTHCS. [10 IEBYIIKHM OCTABAJIOCH
em€ maroB ABaanarh. OcraabHble BCTAIM CIIpaBa M cjieBa oT Hero. IO caenan HECKOMBKO TITyOOKUX
BJIOXOB, COOPAJICS C IyXOM U MPOU3HEC!

— ¥T1po nobpoe, kpacaBuiia, — JErkas Apoxb Mpodexanach Mo ero Teiy: «Ternepb HaM TOUHO
KoHell. 9To Mopok. [To-modomy. CKOpO MBI BCe CTaHEM YacThio MEPTBON apMUM».

— He nymana s, 4TO Tak paHO Bac BCTPEUY M HA CTOJIE MOEM HE PACCTABJIEHBI CBEYH, — €€ TOJIOC
ObLT HAa YIUBJICHUE CHJIBHBIM JJTs1 TAKOTO MPEKPACHOTO CO3JaHus1, 2 TOBOPHJIA OHA PacTITUBasi CIOBa
1 Kak Obl HareBasl.

Jloiin ObLT TPOCTO MOPaXEH STUM OTBETOM, BOT Yero-4ero, a Takoro OH He oxuaanr. Yto oHa
XOYeT 3TUM ckazatb? Uto e€ obex cam mpuien K Heit? MeaeHHO OH TOJIOKWUIT JTaJIOHb Ha PYKOSITh
Meda. ['per 3ameTui1 ero ABUkKEHHUE U cAienal To ke camoe. HoBUUKYM MPOCTO I1a3enu BO BCE 3€HKU
Ha MPEKPACHYI0 HE3HAKOMKY.
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— Ecnu ThI yenoBek, Mokaxu CBOE JIMI0, — CMECh BOJTHEHHM S, CTpaxa M BO30YKIEHHS MPOKATHU-
Jlach BOJTHOM TIO €ro Tey.

B oTBeT neByIKa OTKUHYJIA CBOM KECTKUE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH M MOCMOTpEIa eMy MpsIMO B IJ1a3a.
Hoitn Bcnomuun jienn CuaHHy, MIIAIIYIO cecTpy Jiopaa 3enéHbix XoamoB. O e€ KpacoTe XOIuiIu
JIETeH/Ibl, @ CaM OH, YBU/IaB €€ OIHAK/Ibl, €LLE JOJITMe Beuepa rpe3u, Kak 3Ta IoHas JIed TaeT B ero
00bsAThsAX. [0 cpaBHEHMIO C HE3HAKOMKOM, Jien CraHHa TTPeCTaBUIach €My TIOOUTON OCION TPsi3-
HOW HumIeHKoW. E€ MyuHianeBuaHbIe I71a3a ObLIM Kak J1Ba OS3[OHHBIX cHONMX cardupa. PoBHbIC
YyEpHble OPOBU B Mape C IIa3aMu JeJ1aiu e€ B3IJIs/] OYeHb XUTPbIM U IUICHSIONMM. AKKYpaTHBIH Mpsi-
MOW HOCHK, TOHKHE I'yObI ObUTH JIUIIIb Uy Th-4yTh TEMHEEe KOXKH, a cama KOXka I1ajiKasi 1 poBHasi. Beico-
KHe CKYJIbl, MaJICHBKHMI OCTPEHBKHI TIOI00OPOIOK He BBIIABAJICS BIIEPE M HE MTPOBAUBAJICS. BhIriis-
A€Tb KaK OHAa MEUTAIOT BCE NPUABOPHLIC JaMbl — MOAHUIBI M KpaCaBULbI 110 IIPU3BAHHUIO, HO MaAJIO
KOMY BBINIAJA€T yAa4ya POAUTHCS C MOTOOHON BHEITHOCTHIO.

— IloBoreH pad ero CBeT/ieHIecTBa, YUCTHIA CEPAIIEM C TOPSIIUM B30POM, — IPOTIe/ia OHA STU
cJioBa OOJIbIle KaK YTBEPXKICHUE, YeM KaK BOIPOC.

— A, na, — [loiin yOpai pyky ¢ meva. Tenepb ero B3risi ObUT IPUKOBAH K €€ Juily. — YeM Mbl
MOZKEM IIOMOYb BaM, Jieau?

— He Jjean s1, HE Ha1O JIbCTUTh. HpI/IH_UII/I Bbl paHbIIC Yaca, HABHAYCHHOI'0O MHE€ 1 MCHBIIIEC BaC
Ha riaTepbix. C cyap0O0I0 He MOCTIOPHIIL M He Tepenrparh e€. 9 moMory Bam, JOpory moKaxy.

— Kakyio gopory? domoii? Bei 31ech onHa? — pacrepsuics o

— OpHa KuBYy £ B JIECHOH yaIlie, HO JIIOJIM 3]IeCh HeJlaieKo ecTh. Bbl HaliIéTe UX He MOo3Ke, YeM
yepes YeTblpe COJHLA.

— [IpocTute MOE HEeBEXeCTBO, Mbl He TIpeacTaBuInch. MeHst 30ByT [oits. 1o ['per, Tam beH,
[TorT u I'epoit, To ectb ToM. A Kak Bac 3BaTh, JiecHas JieBa’?

4.

TyT e€ cnoBa nepeOuI1 MPOTSKHBINA CTOH. JLOM MOMHSLT B3I U YBUIET ABYX MEPTBBIX, CTOSI-
IIUX B JIECATKE caxeHel 3a e€ crimHor. OH BBIXBATWI MeU U yKe Cesiall mar Boepé/l, HO He3HaAKOMKa
PE3KO MoBEpHYJIAch, Mogdekana K MepTBeliaM, MoHsIa PyKH U JIETKO MONOXKUIA JTAJOHU UM Ha JIObI.
B TOT ke Mur, HU U3/1aB HU 3BYKa, BOCCTABINIME PYXHYJIH, OYATO M HE BO3BPAIIAIMCH OHU K KU3HU
BOBCE.

— Benpma! — B3peBen I'per u 6pocuics Ha He€, OOHAKHMB KJIMHOK.

Ho, He npoiiast 1 mapsl 11aros, OH oLieTNIeHeJ, a BejibMa CTaJia elié Kpacusee. B Hell mpocHyach,
Kakasi-To NepBoObITHAsA sipocTh. E€ rasa 3acusm cuaum netom. «OxonpoBana, — monsut o, —
Ceituac OH HaKUHETCSI Ha MEHsI C MEUOM U s IOJKeH Oyy yOUTh CBOEro Jpyra. A 3aTeM OCTaJIbHbIX.
A 3ateM OHa MeHs COXpPET. 1 Ha crose pacctaBuT cBeun». He 3Has, 4To NMpeanpuHATh, OH IIPOCTO
3aMep B O’KMJIaHWH, a BeJbMa B 3TO BpEMs Hayasla TOBOPUTD:

— 41 Jous Berpo, Xpanurtensuuna Jleca, Cecrtpa O3ép, st [Tnamenu Wckpa, 1 Matbh 3Bepei,
s1 Houu lonoca, s 3ammthuiia Hacneauss Cammurtos, st BoponoB [uTsi, — mporena oHa rojiocom,
HAaITIOJIHEHHBIM MCTAJINIMYECKUMU HOTKaMMU.

«BopoHoB [Iuts1, — MpOKpYTMII OH y ce0s1 B MBICIISIX e€ rocneHee uMsl. — Jla, He gymad s, 9to
nonajy Koraa-HuOydb Ha TIUP K JIECHOW BelbMe. DTO ke HaJo cOexarb OT apMUKM MEPTBBIX, YTOObI
TIOTIACTh B IUIEH K JIIOIOEJKE, [ eIIE TI0 X0y Jejia, K CyMacIleIIIen.

— Yero THI OT Hac xouenib, Cectpa O3Ep? — cnpocuil CTOSIIIMI OT Hero ciieBa beH, cMoTpst
IIPSIMO B €€ Yy/IeCHBbIE IVIa3a.

— 4 3Hana, 4to Mocpeny JIOAEW HE MECTO MHE, YTO HAC CKUTaloT JulIb 3aBuieB. [loatomy
Oos11ach MPOSBUTH cedsl, s1 HE XOUYy BaM 371a M Bac He MPOKJIMHAIO, — B € T0JI0ce MPOMETbKHY/IA TeHU
OTYHasiHbAA.

— Tak ormyctu Hac, [Jous BopoHoB! — oOpatuics k Het own. — Konb 3712 HaMm He xkelaelb,
MyCTh MbI MOUJIEM CBOEM JOPOroii, a Thl U1 CBOEH !
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— Jlopora Baiia mpuBeET Bac K cMepTy. Ha MICTMHHYIO TPOIIKY Bac MOCTaBUTh — BOT UTO C/IENIATh
s JOJDKHA! — e€ ToJIoC BHOBB IOBECeIe.

— Tak mouemy THI He OCBOOOIMIIIb HAITIEro Apyra?

— Bam gpyr HanosTHeH rHEBOM CIIPaBEJIMBBIM, OH T'OJIOBY MOIO JKeJIaeT MOy YHTh.

— I'neBom cripaBepyiuBbIM? OTKyAa ThI 3TO B3sia?

— INonenacTHo ero Teao Moeyl BoJIe U pa3yM CBOM OTKpbUI nepeno MHoi! Ero kak kHury s
YHTAIO, YTO JBUKET UM MHE SICHO.

— JTous BopoHOB, 1103BOJIb 337aTh TeOe OAMH BOMPOC, HO MOKJISTHUCH HE JIraTh!

— 51 BempMa, a He ATYHBsI, MOTYUHIl BOMH CEBEPA, Tl BIIPaBE TOBOPUTH.

— Ckaxu, 3TO Thl MOJHUMAEITh MEPTBBIX ?

— Xpanutenbuuia Jleca He cMeeT U3AeBaThCs HaJ| TEJIOM Oe3/IbIXaHHBIM, — CKa3aJila OHa THEBHO
¥ B BO3J/lyXe MOBHCIIO KaKOe-TO efBa yJOBHUMoe Hampsbkenue. Ho crienyiomiast ¢ppaza mposBydasa
HACTOJIBKO MSITKO, OYITO OHA TOBOPHUJIA O TIPOTIOJIKE IPS/IKM, & HE O yMepIIBJIeH!H HexXUTH. — He mop-
HUMAIO UX 1, HO Japio UM BEUHbII COH.

— XopoIo Mbl TeOe BEpHM.

Hoiin yopas cBoii Meu B HOXHBI. UTO emé eMy ocraBayioch jienatb? B Ty ke cexkynmy ['per
PYXHYJT Ha KOJICHH, YPOHUB Med B Bogy. ToM noadexan K Hemy € KeJJaHueM TIOMOYb U YBHJET, KakK
TSKEJIO TOT JIBIIIUT.

— Yro TH ¢ HUM crienana? — ooparwmics K Hewt {oiin. — Tel e obemiana. . .

— C HUM BC€ B MIOpSIKE, OH XKUB U OYyJET KUTh. XOUYy OCTaBUTH MPH ceOe s IEIbHOCTh Tela
CBOETO, IM0TOMY Balll APYT YCTaJ, KaK rocie 0osl.

— Tw1 3a0pana ero cuiib?

Ha stot Bonpoc BejpMa He OTBETHIIA, a TIOBEPHYJIACh M MOIILIa poyb. oy HU4ero He ocTa-
BaJIOCh, KaK MocyenoBarh 3a Hell. ben u Tom B3Baymm ['pera Ha ruieun u nomoramu emy uatu. [lort
BBUIOBUJI U3 MyTH 00poHeHHbI [ perom meu. Crrycts momyaca xoap0bl ['per cam, yxe 6e3 MoCTOpOoH-
Hel nomMonnu, norxan Jlona.

— Cnymai, npykuille, He HpaBUTCSl MHE BCE 3TO, — mpouenTan ['per. — Ita BeapMa — 310
npocto uyznosuine. 51 Tebe pacckasbiBajl, Kak ObLT OJHAXKIbI HA OXOTE Ha BeAbMY?

CkazaTb, 4TO 3TH CJI0Ba omapammim Joiina, 3HaYnT HIYero He CKasaTh.

— Bor kak! U korga e To ycrien moderaTth 3a cTapyxou ¢ MeT/on? Mmm tam Oblia Takas xe
POKOBast KpacaBuiia? — MPOU3HECs 3TH CJI0Ba, [0 HEMTPOM3BOILHO BIIVISIHY/I HAa BEbMY. «A OHa
NeWCTBUTEIHHO 00J1a/1aeT KaKOK-TO JUKOW KPAcOTOM».

— Jla Het, He Takasi, HO 1 He crapyxa. OOblYHas cebcKas 6ada. Kuia Ha OKpavHe Hallero
cejia, TMXO, MUPHO. BOT Tosbko Jiioau Havaiu nponaaath. Mon npyr, Kako, nporan 4eTBEPThIM.
TyT-TO ¥ HarpstHyJ1 K HAM B CEJIO CUP, OOBSICHU, YTO K YeMy U OTKPBUT OXOTY. 51 3amucascsi ofHIM
U3 MEPBBIX, OJ1aro MECTHBIN ¥ OKPECTHOCTH 3HAJ Ha ypa. Bputo MHE Tora ceMHaaarh Jiet. B oomem,
MIPYKYYUITA MBI €€, B YTOJT 3arHAJIH, JTyYHUKH HA He€ CTPeJTbl HALIEJIWIIH, 1a KONEUIIMKY OO PaloTCs
MOTUXOHEUKY. TYT-TO ¥ CITyYMIIOCh CaMOe CTPAIITHOE: CTPEJIbl COPBAIUCH U TTOJIETEH B CIITHBI CBOMM.
Koro crpena He 3asena — Te majgarh Havyalid, KTO OT OSCCHIIMS, Y KOrO KPOBb U3 yIIEH XJIbIHYJA,
a KTo 3aMepTBO. MHe Toraa rmosesyio, CTOsUI 51 3a CIMHAMM JTyYHUKOB U He BUJIeJIa MEHsI TPOKJIATAs.
Co Bcex HOT Torja s MoMYaJIcs K CUpy, TIOBEIAN UTo Jia Kak ObUTo. A OH coOpast CBOM MIaTeép U AEPY
nan. BepHysics, mpaBa, yepe3 HefIello C YapojieeM, J1a BOT TOJIBKO BebMBI M CJIe]] IPOCTHLL.

— Tak 4rto x ThI cefiuac KMHYJICSI Ha He€ ¢ MeuoM, a? KUTh HaI0eIo uTo Jin?

— dyman, 3ta Monoaasi, MOKET, YCIIel0 IPUPE3aTh. ..

— Dta Mosnozas youia IByX MEPTBBIX OIHUM ITPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

— a, TyT 100aBUTH HEYero. A 3Haelllb, MOKa 51 CTOsLJI, OHA Y MEHS B OalllKe MOKONaiach.

— Jla, ona ropopwia. Hy u kak omyieHue?

— Te1 3Haemb, He oyeHb MpHUATHO. Kak OyITO B TOJNOBY 3aJIMBAIOT OTBAp U3 KapTO(deTbHBIX
ouncTkoB. Ho 11aBHOE s MOHMMaJI, YTO MMEHHO OHA HAIIIA Y MEHS B TOJIOBE M MOT OIIyIIaTh €€
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peakimio Ha 310. Kora oHa 1o0panack 10 MOEro OTHOIIIEHUS K BelbMaM, JiyMasl Bc€, XxaHa MHe. Eé
THEB UyTh HE BCKUMATUI MHe MO3rd. Ho moTom oH cMeHusicst Ha couyBcTBUe. M Ha coctpaianue,
TaK U He pa3ooparh.

— Hamm To, He 3Had 4To.

— To1 310 0 UeM?

— Omna TBepauIIa, 4To k/1ajia HaC, YTO IOMOKET HaM. A Mbl HA CJIyXOM, HA yXOM KTO OHa, YTO
3[Iech JieslaeT M Kakas ed oT 3Toro nons3a? JlajaHo, pa3 oHa Hac He yOwiia, TOCMOTPUM, YTO Oyaer
JaJIbIIIe.

A nanpine ObLT IyO pacTyIIUi MOCPEIH MOJISTHBL: OTPOMHBIN, PACKMIUCTHIM, C TYTIJIOM B Yello-
BEUYECKHI POCT y caMoit 3eMir. Jlyrio 3To ObUIO 3aBelIeHO Mapoy IIKYp, BEPOSATHO 3aMEHSIBIIUX
JBepb. BenpMa mpoIIMBbIrHYIa MUMO HUX M CKPBLJIACh B CBOEM JOMHKE. «BOT OH KakoB, BEAbMUH
nom. Ceituac oHa JIMOO HAKPOET HaM CTOJ, JIMOO U3 HAC HAKPOET CTOJ», — nmogyMat ot U B ToT xe
MUT 00€ IIKYpbl paCHaxHY/IUCh.
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3. Bonpochl 1 0TBeTHI

Jloiis pocHyJICs OT TPOMKOTO XOXOTa, CTSHYJT C ceOsl IIKYpPBl M TTOCMOTpeIT Ha HeOo. Spkue
JIy4H TPOOMBASICh CKBO3b IYCTYIO JINCTBY OCJIEIIMJIM €T0, 3aCTaBUB 3QKMYPHThCS M OTBEpHYThCS. [1po-
TEepeB I71a3a, B Mape caxkeHeil oT ceOst oH yBuzen beHa u BegpMy, CHAEBIIMX HA CTBOJIE YIABIIETO
aepeBa ¥ MIJIO Oece/IOBaBIIMX APYT ¢ Apyrom. [leByIika 3ariena CBOM BOJIOCH B KOCUYKH, KOTOpbIE
CBHUCAJIM C €€ TOJIOBHI CO BceX CTOpoH. [Jousr BopoHOB Obuta ofieTa B MPOCTEHbKUE KOKAHBIE MITAHbI
1 KypTOUKY, a Ha €€ Horax ObUIM BBICOKME carior ¢ Msrkou nogomsoi. CerogHs e€ teso ObuIo mpe-
IIEJIBHO COKPHITO OT MOCTOPOHHHX B30POB U B TAKOM BHJE OHA OblIa OOJIbIIE MTOXO0Ka HA OXOTHHUILY,
YEM Ha BEJbMY.

— MHue HpaBuTtca TBoM Hapag, Cectpa O3€p, HO MoYeMy BUEpa Thl BCTPETHIIA HAC TAK. .. OTKPO-
BEHHO? — 3aJaJ1 el ouepeaHon Borpoc beH.

— 51 monBua TebGe, YTO paHbIIe BbI MPHUIILIM TOJIOKEHHOTO CPOKA, — OTBEUasIa JEBYIIKA SBHO
WUT'PUBBIM TOHOM.

— 3, HeT, oporas, Thl OT OTBETA HE YXOAU, — NpHUILy priics beH. — To, 4To Mbl TPUIIUIN paHbLLIE —
3TO A1 yKe MOHsUI. S Xouy y3HaTh: HOUeMy Thl I'yJIsielllb 110 Jiecy B TakoM Hapsiae? He xononHo i tede?

— Hckpa orasa BHyTpu MeHs MHe corpesaet ayiy. 1 teno.

Ben muiénnyn ceds JaJoHAMM MO KOJIEHSAM U TSDKEJIO BbIJOXHYJI:

— Bort, onath Tl 3a cBOE.  Tebe yxke BCE yTpo 3a/ai0 OJVH U TOT K€ BOIPOC, a Thl IAEIIb MHE
OTBETHI Ha COBEPILEHHO Apyrue! — beH ycraBuics Ha HEE, BBITYUMB I71a3a, HO IEBYILKA Ha TO JIMIIb
XUXMKHYJIA. — XOPOILIO, CKaK¥ MHE: [I0YEMY Thl XOIUILIb 10 JIECY ronas?

B oTBeT BenpMa BHIIPAMMWIACH, CHEJIANIA CEPHE3HOE BBIPAKEHNE JIMLIA U IPOM3HECIIA TOJIOCOM,
JIMIIEHHBIM KaKUX Obl TO HU OBUIO SMOLIUI:

— 371ech HET JIOIEH, JTUIIb 3BEPU MEHS BUIAT, MHE HEYETO CKPBIBATh.

VYenpimas e€, JJoni NOEKMICA: TAKUMM FOJIOCOM OHa MOXKET CIIOKOMHO BBIIaBaTh CMEPTHBIE ITPH-
TOBOPBI MOy YIIIEe JTI0O0ro TOPOACKOTo CyabH. [la M MCTIOTHUTD MX CMOKET, HABEPHOE, HE XyXKe MaJiava.
W paxe syuine. A BegpMa, IPOM3HECA MOCIEIHION (Ppasy, cuena Kak U3BasHUE U HU OIUH MYCKYJI
Ha e€ siniie He AporHy1. CTpax BHOBb My palIKaMy MpoOexka 1o ero ClMHE. «A BAPYT U B IPaB1y OHa
4JokHyTas?» BeHy Toxe crajno He mo cede, OH MOOIeJHEN U Hadasl IOTUXOHBKY CIIOJI3aTh ¢ OpeBHA.
W Tyt neBymka pa3pa3uiach 3BOHKMM XOXOTOM, TAKMM IPUATHBIM U TaKMM 3apasuTe/bHbIM. beH
e€ rmojIepkal, 1a ¥ caM OH YJbIOHYJNCS: «®Py-y-yX, He YOKHYTas1, IPOCTO IOMOp Y HE€ CTPaHHBII».
Jlanbiie ciymare MX BOPKOBAaHME OH HE XOTEJI, MOITOMY INMOAHSUICA, CBEPHYJ LIKYPbl M OTHEC UX
11071 HaBec. BriepBhie 3a 1B€ HEAEM OH MIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BhICIIANICA. HUKAaKUX TpeBor nepes CHOM,
HUKaKMX JIeXKYPCTB, HE HaJJO MyUUTh Ce0sl IOMCKOM CTOHOB, BCIIYIIMBAsCh B HOUHYIO THIIb. Buepa
OH IIPOCTO JIET, 3aKPbLI I71a3a U TYT K€ MPOBAINJICS B COH.

3a 1y6oM OH HaIIEN py4e€K, B KOTOPOM YMBLICS, a 3aTeM OOOIIEN KPYTrOM JKHJIMIIE BEJbMBI.
«Jla, mouctuHe J0roBo XpaHuTeIbHULBI Jlecax», — yTUBUIICS OH BUJA, 10 KaKUX UCIIOIMHCKUX pa3me-
POB BbIMaxat 3T0T Ay0. Ero mosbiii CTBOJ 10KeH ObLT 3aMEHSTh BeIbMe IPUIIMYHOTO pa3Mepa KOM-
HaTy. BHyTpp OH pel He 3aX0QuTh, TaK KaK JEBYIIKa ero He npuriamaia. OH yxe Bbiuen kK beny
C BEAbMOW, KOIZIa 3aMETWJI AIBUXKEHUE B Jiecy. [loin Hayasl pa3BOpaunBaThCs K HEBEJOMOMY Bpary
Y OJIHOBPEMEHHO IOTSHYJICS 32 MEYOM, HO BCIIOMHUJI, YTO 3a0bUT IPUCTETHYTh KJIMHOK K nosicy. Emg
yepe3 MTHOBEHbE €ro OllaceHHs pa3BeHYaJINCh, Be/lb HABCTPEUy eMy C yJIblOKoi 10 ymei mén ['per,
Hecs [IBYX 3ail4ar. 3a HAM IO IATaM ceMeHWIM Tom, Hecst KpOXOTHOTO NMOpOcéHKa, U IToTT, Tanms-
Wi cpasy yetsipe Oesku. 3a cnvHoi y I'pera u Toma Jloiin 3amMeTnt Jyku.

— D70 rIe ke Thl apceHall Takol pa3no0bli? He nHaue u MEPTBBIX oTOOpas? — ynusuics o

— Her, He y MEpTBHIX, y X03d10IIKM Hamen. 51 ¢ Bedyepa, Koraa JIOKUJICA ClaTh, B IIKypax
OBIPOYKH HAILlyTaj, Hy W MOLyMaJl, 4To y He€ JyK ecTb. HayTpo cripocwil, a oHa pa3 — u cpasy zBa
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nocrana. OkasplBaeTCsi BCE 3BEphE OHA HE MarMey, a crpeiaMu JOObIBAeT, a MEPTBBIX TYT B OKPECT-
HOCTSIX OTPOJSICH HEe ObLJIO: HU TeJl, HU CIIe/IOB. BoATCsSI OHU K €€ JOMY MOAXOUTb.

— 51 cMOTPIO THI TYT HE OIUH BEJIMKUI OXOTHUK. [Toxoxke, Koe-KTo Tedst 00CTpesisil, — yXMbLIb-
Hysncs [oun.

— A, 310... Thl HE OOpalali BHUMAHUS, YTO OHH C JIOOBIYEH. DT rope-OXOTUKHU TIOJICTPEITUIN
poBHO HU-4Ye-ro! — ['per pacruibuics B yJbIOKe.

HoBoOpaHiib! cIoKMIN JOOBIYY Ha TpaBe, TOM OTJIOKII JIYK U MOCHEHIHI K IEBYIIKE.

— ben, noiiam, norysis, s Toxke Xouy 3aAaTh €€ mapy BOIPOCOB!

- Ho...

— Hagaii, s1 OpicTpenbko! IMoiiau noka, OyKeTHK coOepy M MpuayMail KOMIUIEMEHT TTOOPUTH-
HaJlbHee, — OTIIYCTUJI OH Beiiel yxoasiemMy beny.

— Pa3 31ech ThI pe1o MHOM, TO TOBOPH.

— [ocnymaii, Pe6éHok BopoHOB, 51 ObI XOTEN y3HATh, UTO HAC XAET Brepenu. A 1o ben, 6o-
BaH, HeOOCh, Tebe BCce VI CIIAJIKMMHU CJIOBAMH MPOXKYkKasl, — ToM yIBIOHY/ICS W TOOaBWJI, — A ThI
Y BIIPaBAy HEBEPOSITHO KpacuBas.

Hovina 3anHTEepecoBai Bornpoc Toma u OH NpUOMM3WICS K CHIAIIEH BebMe.

— Bam nyTh onaceH, MHOTME HE C BAMU M MHOTHX BbI €1IE JIUIIUTEC.

Ortser owmapaiiui Toma, HO OH pelJ IPOJOJIKUTS!

— Ckaxu, Cectpa Betpos, a Koro mbl norepsiem?

— Koro He craneT — BoJIsl HE MOs1, JIMIIb BUKY FOpPe Ha 3HAKOMBIX JIMLAX.

— 4l momyyaro Gostbiie BOPOCOB, YeM OTBETOB Ha HUX. CKaku, OTKyJa Thl Bc€ 3Haenb? OTKyna
y TeOst Takas cua?

Benpma 3aMoruana v K TOoMy MOMEHTY, KOIJla OHa Hayajla TOBOPUTh, BEpHYJIcs beH ¢ nBeTaMu.

— 51 cuimy npuHUMalo U3 MECT COKpPBITHIX. Bona, 3emitd 1 Bo3ayx e€ naior MHe. M xu3Hb. Bo MHe
HCKpPa FOPUT, & KPOBb MHE PacKpbIBA€T TalHBI.

Ha stot pa3 gonro mouan Tom. Hakonerl, oH mpousHEC:

— TBou poaureny, rae oHU?

— Mou poauTenu 3acTbUIM B TaHLIE U IEPEBO UX 3AILUIIAET BEPHOCTb.

B BO31yX€E noBuCIa HEOBKas May3a.

— A 1pyrue BeAbMBl, Thl UX BCTpeyasa?

— Jla 51 BcTpeuasia Be[IbM, OHU HE POBHSI MHE.

— A OTKy[a THI 3Haelllb, YT0 OHU Tebs1 cradee?

— Teneps OHM KUBYT Ha JHE TPSICUHBI, CPEU OOJOT.

— Xopol1io, Terepb MocaeHUI BOIPOC: 51 CTaHy repoem?

— IlyTp BbHINaJ TBOM Ha MEPEKPECTOK cyned, repoeM He ObiBaTh TeOe. Mu ObIBaTh MOCMEPTHO.

Ot 3toro oreera Tom Bnan B crymnop. C oliapamieHHsIM B3IJI0M OH noonaropapus BopoHos
JuTs 1 oTrpaBUIICs K pyublo. beH cxxkumai B pyke OyKeT He 3Hasi K MeCTy OH ceivac UM HeT.

— IToxoxe, moKa BOIMPOCOB XBATUT, — 3aKJIIOUYMI JJOWI ¥ OTIIPABUIICS TIOTPOIIUTD JA0OBIYY.

OTBeThl BeIbMbI ObLTM CTPAaHHBIMU: HE CTOJBKO Pa3bsCHSIM, CKOJIBKO 3amyThiBain. «He Bce
MBI JONIEM J10 KOHIIa ImyTu. He Bce — 3HAYMT nmoruOHeM, JONIEM — 3HAUUT BBIKUBEM, — pacCykaal
oH. — Ho kT0 moru6HeT, a k1o BeiKUBET? U KTO Oyner pemiarh, KOMY XHUThb, a KoMy ymeperb? OHa
TOBOPHJIA, YTO JTOJKHBI OBUTM TIPUIATH JECATH U TOPA3/I0 MO3Ke. A CBAMINCH MSTEPO HA €€ TOJIOBY.
Wnu ve Ha ronoBy». OT pa3ayMuid y HEro caMoro 3a0osiesia rojioBa M OH OTBJIEKCS Ha pa3Jie/ibIBaHue
no6erun. Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH HU O 4€M He JyMal, 3aTeM IMOAONUIa BegpMa U 3adpasia Msico. OHa
3amnekJia IMYb Ha YIJISIX, B TpaBax M HAYETro BKycHee 3Toro Omopa JIoi1 He eJ1 BOT yKe HECKOJIBKO JIeT.

;10 Bpems, COHIIE BCE HAKE CITYCKAJIOCh K TOPU30HTY. YTPOM CJIEAYIOIIETO AHS UM CIIEAYEeT
BBIXO/IUTh, a Ha ycrax [loiyia ocranock eme MHOro He 3aJaHHbIX BompocoB. Ilocne obena Beabma
yluia K cede JOMOM, /1a Tak 1 ocTanach Tam. Kaath gosblie He ObUIo cMbIcaa U JJoWI OTJIOXKUI MeY,
CTIPSITAJI TOUMJIBHBIN KaMeHb U MOAOIIEN K CBUCABIIUM HIKYPaM, CIIYKUBIIUM JBepbio. bbia Obl 3TO
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0ObIUHAsI JepeBsIHHAS JIBEPb, OH Obl TIOCTYYaJICsI, HO KaK CTy4arh 1Mo MArkum mkypam? Ilogymas
HEMHOIO OH pEellWJI 3aiTH TaK, KaKk paHblIe 3aXO0W1 B HIATEP K UX COTHUKY, Moprucy. «IIpomry
MIPOILEHUS, JIE/IU, MOTY JIU 51 IOOECTIOKOUTD BAC ?» — IPOUTPaJl OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 B TOJIOBE ITY CIEHKY
1 yke HaOpaJl MOJHYIO I'PYIb BO3AYXa, KaK YCIIBIIIAT IOJI0C JEBYIIIKH:

— He crecusiitecs, [lovin CeliH, 1 JaBHO Bac oxuiaio — Mot ['oyioc B 60JIBITIIOM MEpe.

«Bort 51 6onBan! OHa yxe TaBHO MEHSI JKIET, HeOOCH MOJITHSA, a 1 XOXKY He 3Hast 4eM ceOs1 3aHSATh.
O! T'onoc B GOJIBIIIOM MHPE — TO YTO-TO HOBEHBKOE», — PEIIMJ OH M PAa3JBUHYI IIKYpbL. [0 mar-
HYJI BIIEPENL Uy HETO 3a CIIMHOM COMKHYJIMCh MATKUE Bepyu. OH pa3IBUHYJI CIEIYIOIIUNI P LIKYP
Y OKazaJjcsi BHYTPH BeAbMHUHOTO xwutuia. o ocMmotpencs. [lepen HUM CTosiT OOJBIION KPYTJIBIiA
CTOJI C IBYMSI TOPSIIIIMMHE OIUIABJICHHBIMU CBedaMH. VX TycKIioe MepliaHue efie-eJie OCBeIaio yopaH-
CTBO KOMHATHI. BIOJIb CTeH ObLIM paccTaBiieHbl KPUBbIE KHIKHBIE TIOJIKH, TIOBTOPSIst CBOer (popMoit
KpYIJIble CTeHbl KOMHaThl. EIE U3 momyMpaka BHIIISIIBIBAIN Mapa TyMOOYEK J1a MaJeHbKHIA CTOJMK
¢ TabypeTtkoil. Ha ofHO# TyMOOUKe CTOsUT KYBILIUH C JIECHBIMU I1BeTamu. CJieBa CBUCAJIN pora OJIeHs,
CIipaBa K cTeHe OblTa MprONTa BOTUbs MIKypa. K poram oseHs ObUTH NOABS3aHbBI IECATKH MEIIIOUKOB.
«A BOH U Bemasika. [a, ofex/ipl y He€ He MHOTo», — 3aMeT1 IOl MpuMETUB Napy IJiaiei, OauH
13 KOTOPBIX ObLT YTBIKaH YEPHBIMHU MEPHSIMHU. «A TJIe KpOBaTh? — CIPOCHII OH ce0s1 BUJISI, YTO TAKOBOM
MPOCTO HeT. — Jla ¥ CHajIbHYK Ha MOJTy He IOMECTHIICS Obl — CITUIIIKOM MaJIo MECTa OCTaJIOCh AJIsI HOp-
MaJIbHOTO CHa». Ho TyT OH 3a/ipajt rosioBy BBEpX M 3aMETHJI TaMaK BUCEBILUH 071 CAMBIM [IOTOJIKOM,
Tak OepekHO CKpbhIBaeMbIll TbMOH. «Bo victuny [duts Iltun, — ycMexHyncsi OH. — DTO Kak ke TyAa
3abuparbcsi? A BOOOIIE — TOBOJBHO YIOTHO, XOTh M MPavyHO». XO3sIiKa CUjiesia 3a CTOJIOM U Teprie-
JIMBO JI0’KUMJIAJIaCh, KOTJIa OH OCMOTPUTCA. [I0i1, 3aMeTUB 3TO, MOCIIEIINII CECTh HAIIPOTHB HEE.

— MoXHO? — cTpOCHJT OH U3 YUCTOM BEKJIUBOCTH, OTOABUTAs CTYIL.

Benpma KuBHYna. YCEeBHIMCh OH TIOYMYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MYpAIIKH MPOOEKAIUCH TI0 €r0 CIHHE:
«AynueHuus y BepbMbl. JJOCIyKucs».

— Tr1 npurnacuna meHs K cede, YToOBI 51 3a1aBajl BOMPOCHL. Y Thl OTBETHIIL Ha JIIOOO0#?

Benpma kuBHya. o oOpaTisl BHUIMaHue Ha e€ JIaIOHH, JIeKallFe Ha CToJie, 3aTeM Ha JIUIIO.
«Kocnuku pacnycruiia, — 3ametu oH. — Jla ¥ BOJIOCHI 3a4ecaia Ha3aly.

— Tsl cobupaenibcst MHe JIaTh OTBETHI HA BOITPOCHI, KOTOPHBIE 5 eIE He 3a/1a71?

— Ha e, uto nOMKeH Tl 3a1aTh, MOYYHIIIb Thl OTBETH. He Oosbinie, 1 He MeHbIIIe.

— Yro x, ¢ yero Havath, a, Boponos luts? [la, a nouemy 11 BopoHos [uts?

— Jvmb 3TU NTHLBEL, YTO YEPHBIMU KPBUIAMM PACCEKaloT HeOeca JaloT MHE paloCTh JKUTh
Y paJIoBaThCs KU3HU, — O€3 pa3IyMuil OTBETUIA IEBYIIIKA.

«Bort Te Ha! — mogymaun [oir, — JleBaxa TyT B Jiecy coBceM cOpeHamIal» — a BCIyX MPOU3HEC:

— Kak tBOE nms?

— To ums, 4TO 1ana MHE MaTh, U3BECTHO TEM, KTO 3HAET.

— A Tbl He AymaJia BEpHYTbCS K JiIoAsAM? T OBOpUTH yMeelllb, 3HAYUT, KWJIa CPEIU JIIOJIEH.

— Cpenu smozielt Kuja s 10710, TOJIBKO HE MPUHSIIA MEHSI OHM.

— Hy, a Ben? Tsl Moruia Ol ol ¢ BeHom? {1 BHes, Kak BBl C HUM BOPKOBAJIH.

— YV Bena ku3Hb CBOSI M BCTpEYa HaIlla TOpbKasi OIIMOKa.

— Ilyctb TOrga ¢ ToO0M ocraHercsl.

— Xopommii OH, HO He cynp0a HaM BMecTe ObITh. Most cybOa ¢ TBOCIO CBSI3aHA U KU3Hb MOST
MPUHAIEKUT APYromMy. Thl — roJIoC MO, MPEIBECTHUK HEM3OEKHOTO.

— «[IpenBecTHUK HEM3OEKHOTO»? DTO U €CTh HAIII ITyTh?

— TBo¥i myTh — OBITH TOIOCOM MOUM

— IMocnymaii, kpacaBuia, st Te0s He moHUMar0. $1 3agato Tebe YETKUI BOMpOC, a BMECTO OTBETA
TMOJTyYalo eIe JecSITOK BOMPOCOB M KaKyIo-To ApedeneHs. Uto Tede oT MeHsl Hy:KHO?

— He mue. A nam. Twl BUIEN TIpaBay, BUjIe OOWHIO, Tl UM pacCKaxelb B, Kak Obl10. Kak
Kaii 6esxait. Kak ymeprio TpEXTHICSIYHOE BOWCKO M TOPOJL CTal MOTMIION. ThI MO MUY XOAIWIL, THI TOBO-
PUJI C JIOOBMHU, Tl TIOTEPSUT JIpy3€i, Thl MIpeaH ObUI, MOTEPSHHBINA B Jecy, — TyT oW 3aMeTu,
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YTO I71a3a BepMbl OTycKkHeMU. — Thl T'onoc! Thl pacckaxems Beé! I1o roponam TBOW MyTh JIEKUT,
3HameHue HeceT. Koposs npesatesnb KpoBU, MEBEb BO JIbly, CPbIBAIOLIMI I1€4aTH. 3BEPh AJIbIM. . .
JloM, TIOJTHBII JIeASHBIX BETPOB. .. Mos cyap0a. .. — BeibMa BCKOUMJIA CO CTYJIa ¥ BCEM TeJIOM HaBaJIU-
JIach Ha CTOJI, ONEPIIUCH pyKamH. JI0i1 OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa, CTapasich I€pkKaThbCsl MOANIbIIIE
oT oziepxuMoil. [71a3a BebMbl OOEseNH, Kak ¥ KOXa, JIUIIb TOYKU 3PAYKOB OCTABAIUCH YEPHBIMH.
W3 nop e€ niajioHeN BHICTYIWIIA KPOBb. — 3BE3/1a BO ThME U ThMa BOKpYT uctoka! Ilpunit sxaet. [Ipuni
KIET! — BegbMa copBasiach Ha Xpwil. — Ero yac 61130k, — BbIIaBUJIa OHA U3 ceOsl.

Bapyr peskas cynopora ckpytuia e€. E€ HOrti BIWJIMCh B IEPEBO, HOTH MOAKOCUJIMCH U OHA
CIIOJI3/Ia Ha TIOJI TMpOIfapanaB Ha CTONENIHHIE 3aMeTHble 60opo3nku. OfHa W3 CBeYed BCIBIXHYJIA
u noracia. [1nams Bropoii eBa TermaocCh.

Jlon MeAsIeHHO TMOAHSJICS CO CTYJa, CTapasch He M3/aBaTh JMIIHUX 3BYKOB. Eciu Obl OH
MOCMOTpeEJICS B 3€pKajio TO YBHIET Obl, UTO €ro Koxa craja 6eou, Kak y Tpyna. OH caenan MajieHb-
KM 11ar BJIEBO M YBUJEJ JIOABDKKY BEbMbl — HAIIPSKEHHBIE, CO CKPIOUEHHBIMU B Cy10pOre Majlb-
tamu. Jloin caenan emé naxok. BoITSHyBIIMCE, BelbMa Jiexkasa Ha nony. E€ rosoBa Opuia OTKUHYTa
Ha3aJ Tak, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CBEpHYJ €€ IIel0, a M30 pTa My3blpuiiach neHa. OHa Kpernko oOHuMasa
ce0s1 CBeJICHHBIMHU B CYJJOpPOre PyKaMH, BpeMsl OT BPEMEHH COIPOrasich OT 0YepeJHOTO cra3ma. [loin
oOpaTuyl BHUMaHHUe Ha JIaIOHb JIeBOM pyku. Ha Heill, mpsiMo Ha Koke ObLIM BbIpE3aHbl CTPaHHbBIC
CUMBOJIBL. «PyHBI, — TOHs OH. — [Tope3sl rmy0oKue, HO KpoBU HeT». o oOepHYJIcs U B3IISHYI
Ha ctos. Ha ero moBepxHOCTH ObLIO /B2 TEMHBIX IMATHA HA T€X MeCTaX, Ky/la OHA OMHUPAIach Jaao-
HsIMH — 3aCTapeBIIne cye/ibl BOUTaBIeics Kpou. «Hy-ka, naii ciona cBolo pyKy», — JIo¥1 BRIBEpHYII
e€ MpaByIo PyKY, YTOObI OCMOTPETH JIaI0Hb. «T0 ke camoe, Te JKe MOpe3bl, — Pa3IIIsiiesl OH MOpPe3bl. —
[Torogu-ka, a BOT U HET, CAMBOJIbl UyTh OTJIMYAIOTCS». OUepeiHas cyaopora, COrHyBIlIas €€ 4yTb JIv
He ronajam, 3actaBuia [loina ormarnyTecs. «Yrto ke aenars? Yto genars?! — 3anaHUKOBaN OH. —
OHa He 4YOKHyTasi, MPOCTO ofepkumasi. 310poBo!» ol eme pa3 mocMoTpes Ha 3amepiiiee Teslo
BE/IbMBI, a PSJIOM C €€ TOJIOBOM OH YBHUJIEN pellieHue BcexX MpoOiieM, BHIIIIbIBAIOIIee U3-TI0 TYM-
6ouku. «Hox», — morsn oin. OH niepemarayyi 6ecayBCTBEHHYIO BeIbMYy M HAKJIOHUJICS 32 OpY-
KHeM, He cBOJsl ¢ He€ I1a3. IleHa nepecrasia BeITeKath U3 e€ pra. Ero nasslipl Halynaunm epeBsHHYIO
PYKOSITKY U KJIMHOK, KaK BJIMTOM, JIET B J1aloHb. OH BHOBb MEPECTYIUJI Yepe3 e€ TeJI0, BEpPHYBIIUChH
Ha cBOE MecTo. Jle3Bue 3oBeliie MOOJECKMBAJIO B yracaiolieM TIAMEH! CBEUH.

— Kppa! — nonéccst no nero mym c ynuiisl. — Kapp! Kppppa!

3BYK MOBTOPWJICS M OH PELIMJI [IOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM MPOUCXOIUT. PaznBuHyB Kypsl oiin
BBIIVISIHYJI HAapyKy. B Jrydax yXozasiuero cosHia OH yBUAE TOBAPUILEH, CTOSAIIMX CAXKEHSIX B TPUL-
1IaT¥ OT qy0a ¥ CMOTPSIIMX Ha KPOHY MOTy4ero aepeBa. KapkaHbe pa3ianock mpsmMo y Hero Haji rojio-
BoOM1. Jloi1 B3ApOrHY/I U TIOCMOTpesT HaBepx. Bc€ nepeBo ObLIO MpocTo ycessHO BopoHamu. Ha Bcex
BETKax, CIIOCOOHBIX BBIIEpKaTh MX BEC, CUAEIN YEPHBIE MTHUIIBI U BCE B3MISAIbI UX YEPHBIX OyCH-
HOK-TJ1a3 ObUIM YCTpeMJIeHBI Ha Hero. «Boru, uro ke 3710 Takoe TBopuTcst! beH, mpuiiio Bpemst omMo-
JIMTBCS 32 HAC BCEX», — MOJyMaJl OH, CKaJl [IOKpeNye B pyKe HOX U BEPHYJICS B JIOM.
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4./ Iecaon Omior

OOMmMTHI MephsAMH II1aIl 3ameBeauics u JJoin oTBiEKes OT cBoero 3aHATHSA. OH OTIOKMI
JEPEBSIIIKY, 3aTOYEHHYIO YK€, HABEPHOE, B JECATHIM pa3 M MOJOLIEN K IUIAILY, MEJJIEHHO CIBUHYJI
B CTOPOHY KaIIOIIOH M MOMMaJ Ha ceOe e€ MCIyraHHBIA B3MUIsiA. B e€ 3yOax Oblia 3a)kara Majouka,
TOJIIIMHOI ¢ OobIloON nanen pyku. BepéBka, npuBs3aHHass K Hell ¢ 00euX CTOPOH, OIOSCHIBAJIA
rOJIOBY IUIEHHMIIBL. [Io¥1 MOAHEC K €€ JMIly HOXK U aKKypaTHO Nepepe3all IHYPOK.

— 3aueM THI CBsI3aJ1 MeHs, Mol rocTh? S mIeHHUna TBosg?

Or Taxoro Borpoca Jloi1 onemm:

— 41, 4 mpocTo XOTeNl MOMOYb, 51 BUJENI TBOM CyIOPOTH, NEHY W30 pTa M 3aKaTaHHbIC I71a3a.
Hamn nexaps — Tiogop, oH roBopuJi, 4to 310 becoBckas 0051e3Hb, UTO YesoBeKa OXBa4eHHOro Oecamu
CJIElyeT CBSA3aTh, BCTABUTH B POT MAJIKy M HAJIETh Ha TOJIOBY MELIOK.

— Co MHOM TaKoe 4acTo MPOUCXOIMT.

— Ilpocru, g He 3Ha. S xoTen nomous, — JIonn CTAHYI ¢ HEE TUIAll U cpe3all IyThl Ha pyKax
Y HOTax.

— Tel nepeBs3an MHE pyKH. ..

— Panbl Ha TBOMX JIaIOHSX, — OH TIOCMOTpET Ha €€ PyKH, — OHH OBUTH TaKue TIIyOOKHe, s epe-
BA3AJI UX.

— Cnacu60, Ho He crouo. VX HeT, — OTBeTU/Ia Be/IbMa pa3MaTblBasi OIHY U3 MOBS30K.

Ha non ynana nonocka tkanu. BegpMa ocBoOoqmiIa BTOPYIO pyKy M YCTaBIIIACh Ha TPSTIOUKH,
y3HaBasi B HUX OCTAaTKH CBOei oziek/1bl. Ha e€ pykax He ObUIO M cJlefia OT paH.

— 51 He 3Han, YTO BCE HE TaK CTPAILIHO, s MPOCTO XOTe]T MOMOYb. MHe HyKXHa ObUla YnCTast
TKaHb, YTOOBI HE HABpeAUThH Tebe. 51 B35 uX. ..

— He Hano Oombine crioB, — nepeduia ero AeByIIKa, — Thl caean Be€ W Jaxke Oonbinee. S
OnarojilapHa 3a OKa3aHHYIO ITOMOIIb, — B €€ IoJIoce OH BIEpBbIE MOYYBCTBOBAJ Terio. — Criacu0o.
3a 3a00Ty, — a BOT 3TH CJI0BA AAJMChH €l TSKEIO.

— Mou z1py3bs1, HaBepHOe, OECTIOKOATCS, Ha/I0 KaK-TO MX MPOBE/aTh, — cKa3as [Ioi 1 marnyin
K BBIXOLY.

— Tocroii! OHu He BIyCTAT TeOs, Jail Jiydle s, — AeByLIKa MOIHSIACH M, TOLIATHIBASICH,
ITPOTHCHYJIACh K BBIXOY IIE€ CKPBLIACh 3a IIKYpPaMHU-ABEPbMHU.

Jloiin HarHysIcs, HOTHSI € TOJ1a MEPHATHIN MUIAI ¥ BTOPOM, OOBIYHBIH IJ1aIll, HA KOTOPOM OHa
Jiexkaia, 3aTeM MOABUHYJI Ha MECTO TSKENBIM CTON. B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3jajlock MHOTOIOJIOCOE KapKa-
HbE U B KOMHATE MOSBUJIACH BEbMA.

— 41 nonoxun Te0s Ha Mo, TaK KakK He 3HaJl, Kak TeOsl 3aKMHYTh HaBepX, — OMHUPAsACh Ha CTO-
nemHULy, [Jon nmokocuics Ha ramak. — Kak Tbl Tyza 3ana3uiib?

— Ha 3101 BOmpoC OTBET THI HE MOJYYHIIb, — OHA YJIBIOHYIach. — JIpy3bsi TBOM TeOs KenaloT
BUZIETD.

— Xopo1uo, nouJy, NoKaxycb UM, — o omycTui1 B3N Ha CTON U YAUBUJICA — Ha CTOJIELI-
HHLIE He ObLIO HUKAKKX cJ1e/10B KpoBU. OH 000IIEN IEBYIIIKY U TPOOPAJICS CKBO3b IIKYPBI HA BO3/IYX.
YerBepo Ipy3er OKa3aauch psAAOM C HUM B TOT K€ MUT.

— Ter kak? — cxBatui ero 3a reun ['per u 3arisaHys npsAMo B IJiasa.

— Jla, HopmasibHO, Bpoze Obl. [Tocuaen, orBapos nonui, — o ocMoTpesics.

Houb noagxonuna kK KOHIy M BOKPYTI, TO TaM, TO 3[€Ch Ha TPAaBE BUIHEJIUCH TEMHBIE IISTHA.
«Boponsl. MéptBeie. [la UX TYT JECATKHA», — IPUKUHYJ OH. 3aTeM OH mepeBén B3rsAn Ha ['pera
Y 3aMETWJ1, YTO JIMLIO Y TOTO B CcaiMHax. ['epol, croAnmii psaoM ¢ I'perom, BEIIIAAET HE JIydlle.

— Yro 31€ch ciayunsiocs? Bel apyr B Apyra J0XJIBIMA BOPOHAMM KUJAJINCh?

— Trl He noBepuib, uTo TYT OBUIO, — Havyad ['per. — Koraa el 3amén B e€ JoM OTOBCIOLY
HavaJu cieratbes BOpoHbl. OOMH, ABa, TPHU, 3aTeM AECATH, IBAALATh, nAThIeCAT. .. Korna nx xomnu-
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YeCTBO MEPEBAIMIIO 32 COTHIO, OHM Pa30M HaOPOCWIIMCh HA HAC U BBITHAIW M3-TIOJI KPOHBI JIepeBa.
Kak To/mpKO MBI OKa3aIuch Ha JIyTy, ITUIBI OTCTAIM U Ppaccesuch Ha BeTBsX ayda. Ha molyio Harry
TIOTIBITKY TOIONUTH K JIEPEeBY OHHM OTBEYAJIM aTakou. M yem Josiblie Mbl KAaI, TeM OOJIbIIIe UX CTa-
HOBWIOCh. Korya Thl BBIMISIHYNT M3-3a IIKYP, BETBH AyOa yxke Tpeliaaud Moj UX TsoKecTblo. Bekope
3alUI0 COJIHIE M KapKaHbe Havyajio pa3faBaThCs C AEPEBbEB, pacTylMX Ha omyuike. [loxoxe, ciona
CJIETEeJIICh BCe BOPOHBI MMIlepru. HacTosiiiee KpbltaToe BOMCKO. MBI cyMeu pa3kedb OrOHb, 00JI0-
KUJIACh KOCTPAMH Y HavaJId JAyMaTb, 4TO JiesiaTh. Y Hac ObUIM JIBa JIyKa, OIMH MeY U Kopsira. § man
nyku beny u Ilorty, I'epoto — meu, a cam B3s11 IyOUHY pPelIMB BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO MPOPBATHCS
K TeOe. 51 momén nepebiM, ['epoit MpUKpBIBAI MHE CIUHY, a pedsaTa CTpeisid u3 JTykoB. HaBepHoe,
s1 yCIIeJl cliesiaTh 11ara Tpyu-4eThipe, MoKa Nepeao MHOM He BbIpPOC/a CTeHa U3 NTHIL. 51 Maxan B ciie-
MyI0 HAITPaBO M HAJIEBO, BOPOHBI MOTMOAH, KJIEBAJIM U Iaparaii MHE JIIIO, a UX TMaBIIie COOpaThs
TOHYJIM B BUXPE KPbUIBEB, PA3HOCAIIMX TYIIKH BO BCE CTOPOHBI, IOSTOMY M BJISIIOTCS OHU T10 BCE
nonstue. Menst criac ['epoii — OH BHITSIHYJI MEHsI U3 9TOW KyTepbMbl, HO BOPOHBI BHIOMJIM M€Y U3 €ro
PyK u oTOpocuim Omke K 1yOy. Kak ToIbKO MBI Mepecekif Kakylo-TO HEBUAMMYIO TPaHb, ITUIIbI
BEPHY/IMCh HA CBOM MecTa. BTOpyio MOMBITKY 51 MPEANPUHSIT YyTh No3%ke. Mbl packujaiu ropsme
BETKH BIUIOTh JIO JOMa BE/IbMBI U 5 PEIIMJI POCKOYUTD ¢ pa3dera. BopoHbI BCTPETHIIN MEHSI CasKeHsIX
B IIATH OT JIepeBa CIUIONIHBIM IOTOKOM NTUYbMX Tel. He moMHIo, 4To ObUIO Aajbiie. MeHs mpUBET
B uyBcTBO beH. OH 1 pacckasali, 4To NTULIbI BPE3aIuch B MEHS C TAKOU CUIION, UTO 51 IIepesieTes1 yepes
Hamt Koctép. Torza s moHsu1, 4yTo 6e3 MOAJePKKM BCEX MaroB UMIIEPUH, HaM K TeOe He TIPOpBAThCS.
A 49TO0, COOCTBEHHO rOBOPsI, TaM Jiejiajia Bebma’?

— Cnana, — kopotko otBetus1 [loiin, ortdyero y I'pera orBucia yemoctb. — YTo %, HaM HaJI0
cobupatbes B myTh, [loub BopoHOB obelana Ham BCTpedy ¢ JIIOIbMU Yepe3 rapy ITHeu.

WX cOOpbl 3aKOHUMIIMCh, KOT/IA COJIHIIE yXKe Hadalo MpUIeKaTh Makymiky. M3 moma Bbiuia
JEBYILKA, OfETasi B CBOM OXOTHUYMI KOCTIOM C HAKMHYTHIM Ha IUIEYM MEpPHATHIM I1amoM. B pykax
OHa C)KMMaJia MOTPENaHHbI Merovek. 1o moaomen Kk Hei:

— Mowu npy3bsi yOUIM TBOMX BOPOHOB, — OH BCIIOMHMJI Ty Ky4y MEPTBBIX MTHUII, KOTOPYIO OHU
HacoOMpaJIi He Jajiee, YeM IojrJaca Hazaj.

— He crout coxaners 0 HUX, HA CMEPTh UX JIONT BEN, KaK JIONT APy3el TBOMX, CIIACTH TeOsl.

— Ha, Ho...

— ...Ternepb MHE XBAaTUT BOPOHA Ilepa eIlE HaJoIro, — 3aKOH4YMIIA 3a Hero [JJous BopoHOB.

— To1 mofipénis ¢ Hamu?

— Hamm nytu emé nepecekyTrcs, HO KIyT MEHS JeJia ApYyrye.

— Ara, nagHo. Hy, Tak kyna Ham uaru? Tsl HaC HanpaBUILb?

— Bam myTsb BeIET Ty/a, — AEBYIIKA IPOTAHYJIA PYKY Ha ceBepo-3arnaj. — JIecHas 3acraBa — BOT
MECTO, T/i€ AOJIT BaC OKUAAET.

— Cnacu6o 1ebe 3a BCE, X034I011Ka, — JJOWT cilerka MoKJIOHUJICS, CIpaIIuBaTh, 4ToO 32 JAOJT UX
KIET, Y HETO He OBbLIIO CUJL.

— Bo3bMuTe 310, OHO BaM MPUTOIUTCS, — BeAbMa MPOTSHYJIA €MY MEIIOYEK.

Jloin1 B3s11 MOJHOIIIEHNE U3 €€ PYK, elllé pa3 MOKJIOHUJICS, pa3BepHYICS U 3aliaraji K CBOe
rpymre. IlepeeiM ero Bcrpetnit ben:

— Omna d4ro0, octaércsa?

— VY He€ gpyrue aena.

— Iopoxaurte, MHe Hafo, 1 Ha MMHYTKY! — KpPUKHYJ yepe3 Iuiedyo beH, yxe HEcmmiics
K JIEBYILIKE.

— MuHyTKa He yTsHeT, — oTBeT!I1 eMy Beiiel [oiin, Ho beH ero yxe He cibliait.

A MMHYTKa 3aTsHYyJIach CIiepBa Ha JIeCATh, IOTOM Ha JBaauarh. Jloi1 TepresuBo Kaail, Msid,
Kak BeH xoout BOKpyr He€, malleT pyKamM, XBaTaeTcsl 3a IOJIOBY, NMPUBOIUT KAaKHE-TO JIOBOJBI
U MbITAETCS 3arIsIHYTh €l B [V1a3a. BeibMa ke He 1eBemiach, JIMIb U3peaKa oTBevana KOpOTKUMU
(bpazamu, HaTSHYB KaITIOIIOH ce0e Ha ToJIoBY, CKPBIB JOOPYIO MoIoBUHY Jvia. B utore ben norepsin
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HaJIeKIy, MaxHyJI B Cepalax PyKol U MOHMKHYB, YILIEN, OCTABUB €€ CTOATh B OAMHOYeCTBE. Benpma
MOBEPHYJIAa FOJIOBY €My BCJIE] M JIOJIrO CMOTpea Ha yaajsonerocst ot He€ beHa. «Eii kaib, HO 3TO
He e€ cynpOa», — nonsut loin. Jdoxaasivcs beHa oHM OTIpaBWIIUCh Aajibine, B Jiec. Tyma, Kyma ux
Harnpasuia [lous BopoHoB, 3amurHuia 3emens CaMMHUTOB.

B momuanuu onu i He gonro. Tom u [ToTT yxe qaBHO 0 4€M-TO Becesio Oonranu, ['per mén
3aMBIKAIOIUM, NTOMJIsbIBasA IO cTopoHaM. U criycTs kakoi-To yac ero jorsan ben:

— Mo, Thl 3Haelllb, IOYEMY OHa C HAMU He romuia’?

— Oma ckazana, 4to e€ KAyT Kakue-To JIea.

— A-a-a, Hy-y-Yy, [P0 MeH$1 YTO-HUOY/Ib roBOpHIa?

— Jla, ObLIO A€o,

— A uro? Yto 1 ypon?

— C yero 1o B3511?

— 41 6bUT yBepeH, YTo OHA MOMIET CO MHOM. A TaMm, y 1y0a, s TPOCTO YMOJIST e€ MOWTH, s Aake
caM XOTeJl OCTaTbCsl C HEl, HO OHA HE coIlacujiack. | 0OBopmiia 4To-TO, HO 51 TaK M He MOHsI. Buepa
HaM ObLJIO TaK XOPOIIO BMECTE, a CETOJHS OHA KaK KYCOK JIbJa.

— Omna Bugut Oynyiee U Beput B cynp0y. OHa roBopuiia, 4To e€ cyapOa Tjie-To emig, a TBos
COBCEM B JIpyTOM MECTE.

— A moxert oHa BpaJyia?

— Mozker, Bpania, a MokeT 1 HeT. [loMHuIIb Harlero nojaxosoaua?

— Ha, renepan Hupuyc Kaii, a uro?

— TwI ¢ Helt poBEN OOJbINIE BCEro BPEMEHH, He YIIOMUHAJ CITy4YaiiHO ero MMeHH?

— Her, TouHoO Her.

— Ona Ha3zBana ero no umeHu. Ckazaja, 4To OH IpeJarelib U HaC HUKTO He MPULIEN Cracarh.

— Ho 310 He o3Hauaer, 4To OHa He MOXKET JIraTh!

— BenpMma He k€T S Bepio ei.

— JlagHo, XOpomIo. A 0 Y4éM BbI €IE pa3roBapuBaIM?

— Io Gosnbinei YacTy st He IOHSLT HU4Yero. YTo-To po Koposier, 3Bepeit, 3umy. [la, emé ckazana,
YTO MBI YMPEM, — ITO 3asIBJIEHUE 3aCTaBUIIO beHa nepeépHyThes, — 2 MOKET, HE YMPEM. A MOXKET,
YMPEM, HO HE BCE.

— YTo Thl XOUelIb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— A BOT 4TO X0uelllb — TO ¥ MoHUMal. HaBepHoe, 3T0 eTMHCTBEHHOE, UTO S IOHSUI U3 €€ peveil.

ben 3amomuar, a BCkope 1 BOBce OTCTaJl, OrPyKEHHBIN B CBOM AyMbI. {01 MOCMOTpE Mo CTO-
ponam. Jlec 61 pekpacen. «Kowerr sieta — jydmmas nopa, — mogymal oH, — B Jiecax I'pHObI, ATOMbI,
opexu. Ha monsax cospeBaor ypoxkan. EmE uyTh-uyTh — U yOOpKa. A Tam [0 CBaJeOHON TOPBI
He naneko. U nepeBbsi! OHU yke HAYATU MOKPBIBATHCS 30JI0TOM!» DTa MBICbH 3aCTaBHUJIA €TI0 YIIbIO-
HyTbcsl. OH BAOXHYJI ITPOXJIaJHBIA BO3/1yX MOJHOM I'PYIbI0. «A 4TO TYT y Hac?» — CIIPOCHJI OH caM
ce0s1 TOJHSIB MEIIOK Ha ypoBeHb IJ1a3. [Ioi1 3amycTuil B HEro pyKy M €ro JOObIYed CTasIl KyCKU
3aBSUIEHHOTO MsIca.

— ITapuau! Ceroans nupyem! — pagoCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

W nevictButenbHO, 00e yaaiics Ha ciaBy. Ha qHe cyMKY OH HAIIEN TOT CaMblii OXOTHHYUH HOK,
Ybsl pYKOSITh TaK MPUIILIACH 10 €T0 JIAJOHHU.

Be3 mpowuciiecTBIiA OHY UK 10 BeUepa M YCTPOMITH MTPUBAIT MEKAY OJM3KO PaCcTYIIUMU OCHU-
HaMH.

— Kak unTepecHo, — npousHéc o MbICIU BCIIyX, — 3aXOAWIM B €JIbHUK, 3aTEM Mepelun
B OCHHOBBIH Jiec, Ha O0JI0TaX MOBCTPEYaId BelbMy cpein Oepeé3 U BOT CHOBA OCHHBI.

— U 3a Bcé Bpems onuH 1y0, — noOaBui beH.

«Jla, neficTBUTENbHO, OMUH Ay0», — yauBuiics Joitn. CMepkasock, U mopa ObUIO YCTpanBaThCs
Ha HOUY€BKY. CerogHsl ero JeXypcTBO BBHIIIAJIO CPElX HOYM, TaK 4YTO OH JIET, CTapasich MOCKOpee
3aCHYTh. DTO HOYb ObLIa CIIOKOWHOM. [loyTpy OHM Hacrex MepeKyCcuiv, COOPaTUCh U OTIPABUIIHCH
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B 1myTh. HOBBIN ieHb TSHYJCS 0e3MATEKHO, TIOKAa HAaBCTPeUy UM He BBIIILIA TIapa MEPTBBIX, CKOBaH-
HBIX JPYT C APYyrom Iemneio. «BoT u Bcé», — B3goxuyn Hoiut, msas, kak Tom u [loTT oTnpapisior
HEpa3Iy4Hylo MAapoyKy K MpaoTHaM. A TaM Ije OAMH MEpPTBel] ecThb U Apyroil. C KaxJpIM 4acoM
Ha UX MYTH BOCCTABIIMX CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE Oombie U Oosnbine. [lapy pa3 oHM MOBTOPSUIM TaKTUKY
yZIapOB IIUTaMHU ¢ pa30ery, Ho BCE vallle UM MPUXOANUIIOCh OTOMBAThCS, a He HanaaaTh. M BOT HacTam
TOT MOMEHT, KOIJIa OTOMBAThCs yxke He ObUIo cMbicia. OHM MPOCTO Oekaav B TOM HArpaBlIeHUH,
Ky/la ykaszana BeabMma. JloWa HECCS MepBBIM, CHOCS HIMTOM TeX, KTO MPUOMMKAJICS cieBa U pyos
MEUOM TeX, KTO Haraaas crpaBa. HoBOOpaHIIbI TOIBKO B KpallHEM CiTydae BHIOPAChIBAIM KOTIbSI B CTO-
pony Bpara. [Ipumep bena nummBiierocsi CBoero opykusi, X HEMHOro Hayuwii: beH Toraa npoH3ui
KOIbEM TOJIOBY Bpara, a BHITAILMTh He ycrell. ['epoii moToM oTaan eMy CBOE, a caM BBIXBAaTHJI MEY.
I'per Gesxas B KOHIIE JOOMBasI TEX, KTO MBITAJICS BCTaTh. DTOT Oe3yMHBIN MapadOH CO CMEPTHIO TIPO-
JOJIKAJICS YKe HECKOJIBKO YaCOB, OCUHBI YCIIETIM CMEHUTHLCSI COCHAMU Y CUJTBI MX OBLIH YK€ Ha UCXO[IE,
KOTJa BIiepeIy 3aMassIniio CBOOOHOE OT JePEBbEB MPOCTPAHCTBO.

— brictpee! — noaronsin Beex Hdoit. — EE uyTh-uyTh!

ITO ero «4yTh-UyTh», MPUIAIO HOBBIX CHJI U eMy caMoMy. C KaIbIM IIIarOM OH IPHOJHIKAIICS
K CIACEeHMIO, MOKa He YCNbIIaI KpUK c3aau. OH pe3ko octaHoBwics U oOepHyics. TTort kybapem
JieTen BHU3 1O cKJIoHy. He pa3mymbiBast [loiin KuHyscs 3a HUM, 110 yTH cOUMB MepTBena. ToT Beceno
KyBBIpKaJics, noroHsisi [1oTta u yctunasi CBoM Iy Th OTJIETEBIIUMU KOHEUHOCTSIMU. OCTasbHbIE BCIIE/
3a JloiioM KMHY/IUCh BIOTOHKY CHOTKHYBIIeMycst npyry. Join nmogbesxan k ITorTy Korma ToT yxe
MIBITAJICSL BCTaTh, HO pe3Kasi 00JIb MOBAJIHIIA €ro Ha 3eMITIO.

— Most Hora! — 3aBonwit oH. — §l He Mory BcTaTh!

— Mmi TeGe, — BeiaBu Joiin, nmposerass Mumo [lota, — moMoxkeM! — ero Meq pacKkpousI yepert
MepTBela.

K Tomy noaTsiHyauCh 1 OCTaJIbHBIE YIEHBI UX OTPsijia.

— Yrto c Toboi? — ycraBuiics Ha [Torra ['per, u oTBETOM eMy ObLIO kKaJOOHOE CKYJIEHHe.

— Hore kownet1, — orBeti 3a Hero [oin. — Ero npunércst Hectu.

— M1 He 1oiIEM, — TiporenTan oqauMuU Tydamu ['per, Ho Ben 1 ToM 310 3ameTHIn.

Hoitn ynoxui eme oqHoro MEpPTBoro. «C paHEeHHBIM Mbl HE YIJIEM OT HUX, — IOHUMAJI OH, —
HO HaJI0 YTO-TO jenaTh». OH ObLT MpayHee Ty4H, KOT/ia IPOU3HEC:

— Bcerartp B kpyr, gepxarb odopony! He nonmyckats ux B [Torty!

W oHu BcTanu HacMepTh, 3aluilas paHeHOro Topapuiia. Kgare nepBoy ataky UM MPUILLIIOCH
HEJIONro. Y3ke Yepe3 MIHOBEHHeE TIepBbI BOCCTaBIINE HaOpocuics Ha ['pera. I'per orpyowmn emy
TOJIOBY, OTIIUXHYJI OT ce0si OOMSITIIee TeJIO M IOBEPHYJICS K ClIeqyIolIeMy POTUBHUKY. [{oi Toxe
HE CKyYaJl: IATOM OTTOJIKHYJI OJJHOTO, BTOPOTO MHYJ HOTOM M 3aTeM JOOWI 000UX JIeKAIIUX MEepT-
BeroB. Tom u BeH efictBoBaiu B nape: beH KonbeéM OWIT TeX, YTO Ha PacCTOSTHUM, TOM MedoM pyout
Tex, 4To noaxonwmm omake. [Iporia MUHYTa, Apyras, KOJMUYECTBO MAaBIIMX MEPTBBIX BOKPYT HUX
YBEJIMUMBAJIOCh, & UX HATUCK TOJIBKO BO3pacTaj. Bc€ yarie MMMO HUX MpOJeTaau CHOTKHYBIIMECS
BBIIIIE TI0 CKJIOHY BOccTaBLIMe. I BOT HacTasl MOMEHT, KOI/la O/IMH TaKoW CHapsi[] Bpe3ascs B )KUBOTO
3alIMTHUKA. ['per Juib ycriesn NoACTaBUTh MOJ yaap Ha IIUT, KOT/la €ro JieBask pyKa U ¢ TAKON CHIION
Bpe3ajach €My B Ipydb, YTO OH B3MbLI B BO3/YX, CIeJaJl CaJIbTO Haj JiexaiuM [lorTom, u npuszem-
JIWJICS B Ky4y YITOKOGHHBIX MEPTBELIOB. Mey He 3amMeIJTHIT OTePATHCS, TaK ke Kak U 1uieM. Msrkue
TeJa CMArYwIM yaap u I'per, KyBbIpKHYBIIMCH €IIE pa3, paciuiacTtaics Ha 3emie. CiycTs: CeKyHay,
HaJl HUM HaBUCJIa TEHb.

— Hoiin, 310 THI? — CpOCKIT OH ¢1aObiM ToIocoM. OTBETOM eMy OBbUIO IIUTICHUE U KJIallaHbe
YyemocTeld. XOJIOqHbIE MAIIBI CXBATUIIM €0 32 ropiio U ['per moHsi1, Kak oH ommoOcst. OH MPOCyHYT
AT MEK]Ly COOOH M MEPTBEIIOM, He J]aBasi TOMY HAaBaJIUTHCSI BCEM CBOMM BECOM, YIEPCs B HETO Mpa-
BOU PYKOU U TIONIBITAJICSI OTOABUHYTH OT ceOs MOTyCcrHUBIIero uesnoBeka. M emy ynanocs! Ho mept-
BeI| He cOOMpaJICs YCTyNaTh CBOIO JOOBIYY M CTO €CTh CHJI Havas nputsruBarh ['pera k cee. Toraa
I'per ynépcs B max MepTBeLly KOJIEHOM U NIEPEKUHYJT €T0 Yepe3 rojoBy. MepTBsK IMIMSIKHYJICA B L1are
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OT Hero, Mapy pa3 MepeKaTuiICs U HauaJl IOJHUMATHCS. [ per Toxke peri BCKOYUTb, HO TYT €ro TeJlo
MIPOH3UJIO OOJIBIO, BEICTPEJMBIIEH U3 HOru. OH CTOSUT Ha OTHOM KOJIEHE U BUJEN, KaK CMEPTh MOM3ET
K HEMY T10 CKJIOHY. B ero maBoii pyke He ObUIO OpYXHs, a pyKa cO IUTOM O€3BOJILHO MOBHUCIIA TIIe-
ThIO BJI0JIb TeJa. «KuHkau1!» — mpoMesipKHyia MbICib B €ro rojioBe. OH OIyCTUJI PyKY U €TO HaJIbLibl
HAlllyITIaJIi TTOKPHITYI0 KOKeW pyKOATKY. M1 BOT B ero pyke yxke cBepKasl OCTPEHIINI KJIMHOK — €T0o
cniacenue. OMH ynap — U XO4sAYMil MepTBELl IPUCOEAVHUIICA K MEepTBeLaMm JiexxadunM. ['per nosep-
HYJICSI Ha 3BYKH 00s1. JI0is1 coBceM npuOnm3miics K pedsitaM, MbITasich CAEPKUBATh aTaKy U 3a ceOs
¥ 32 HEeTro, HO ero OIHOTO SIBHO ObLI0 Mauto. OIMH MepTBel] BCE ke cymes MpocKounTh. [ per népHycs
B IIOTIBITKE TIOMeEIaTh eMy 1o0patbest 1o [loTtTa, HO pe3kast 6oib ocTaBmia ero Ha Kosnenu. Koraa o
TIOJTHSLT TOJIOBY, TO YBUZEN, KaK MEPTBBIN BIENIMJICS CBOEH THIIION macThio B 6poBb [lotTa. MepTaen
AEPHYJI TOJIOBOM M Ha €ro CTPAIIHYIO YeTIOCTh OpbI3HYJIA ropstuasi KpoBb. Pa3nasicst HeuenoBeuecKuil
KpuK U ['per B3mIstHYN Ha o 6eaHoro IlorTa, nummBIiierocst 6poBu U yacT KOxu co joa. [Tort
HEHCTOBO 3aJIeprajicsl, a ero OeJIbli I71a3 OONTANICA B KPACHOU TazHuIle, Oojiee He MPUKPHIBACMBbIN
BeKOM. ['0JIOBY 4yqoOBHMILIA TPOH3WI M€Y, HO HA MECTO OJHOrO MEPTBOTO MpUILIU Tpoe. Kpuk cme-
HWICA OyJbKaHbeM, KOrjaa MEPTBEIbl JOOPAHChH JIO Topiia HecyacTHoro. J{on moackoumi k I'pery,
ben 1 Tom npuKpbIBaIy eMy CIIMHY:

— Tel kak, MoXkelIb UATH? — CIIPOCKIT OH, 1Iaps IJ1a3aMU 110 CTOPOHAM.

— Co mMHO# BaM He JIOWTH, — OTO3BaJICS ['per, — y MeHsI MoJIOBUHA TeJjla MepesIOMaHo.

— Huuero, poiiném! — Joiin 3aKMHYI ero pyKy ceOe Ha 1uiedo. — [1oTT HaM TOMOXeT.

— Kak? — yauBuics I'per, HO TyT 10 HEro J011LI0: MEPTBbIE BCEM TOJION MOBAJIMIIN JJAKOMUTHCS
TETJION YEeJIOBEUUHOM.

W oHn momMyasiuchk BBEPX MO CKJIOHY CO BCEW CKOPOCTHIO, HA KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO ObUIM CIIOCOOHBI.
Tom u ben pacummanu um nyts, a o u I'per crapanuch He OTCTaBaTh, XOTS KaxkI0€ IBUKeE-
HUe, KK 1ar, Kaxablid BI1ox mpoH3ai ['pera octpoit 6ombio. M BOT OHM yke BRIOpaJTUCh Ha BEp-
IIMHY CKJIOHA M MYCTWJIUCh B CTOPOHY JIIOACKOTrO mnocesieHus. Ho MEpTBhie, BeTpevarouecs Ha UxX
MyTH, He YyBCTBOBAIM KpoBH [ToTTa. OHUM MyCTUIIMCH BCJIEH C OHHUM KeJIaHUEM: IOTHATh U COXKPATh.
C KaxIpIM 1maroM criaceHue Oputo Be€ Omke. Cpeu COCeH BUIHENICS BBICOKUI OpeBeHYaThIi 3a00p,
a M3-32 HEeTrO BBIIISIIBIBAIM KPBIIIM JOMOB. JIOWI Hauaul B3MJISIIOM MCKaTh BOPOTA WM KAIUTKY, WA
XOTs1 Obl KAKOM-HUOYIb Opyroi crnocod momnacts BHYTph. U, HakoHen, yBuzen! CrnpaBa, HeBlIasieke,
BUIHEJIOCh CTPOEHUE, KOTOPOE MOIJIO OBITh TOJIBKO BOPOTHOM apKoi. I 3a0past mapHsM, OeryImm
BIIEPEAN:

— Ilpasee! Tam BopoTa!

[Tocnennue maru oHM NpeofosieBav U3 nociaegHux cui. OHM BHIMIpalIyd BpeMsi, HO BOpOTa
oKaszasuch 3anepTbiMu. [loin otryctui ['pera u 3a0paji 4yTo ecTb MOUM:

— Bnycrure Hac! Otkpoiite BopoTa!

Ho HukTO He oTo3Bajics Ha ux 30B. beH 1 ToM MPUTrOTOBMIIMCH K 0OOPOHE, BCTaB K BOPOTaM
CIIMHOM. ['per Toxe MOgHsIICS, CHAB C PyKH LT U AepXka KUHKaJl HAM3TOTOBKY.

— Mui 3nech! Otkpoiite! Briyctute! — He yaumarcs Joit, 101051 o BOPOTaM KYJIaKOM.

OH o0epHYIICSI — MEPTBBIE CTAHOBUJIKCH BCE Onvke 1 Omvke. JJOW B3MJISTHYI HA CTEHY TIbITa-
SICh HAWTH TIyTh BHYTPb, MUHYS BOPOTa. B BBICOTY C J]Ba YeJIOBEUECKHUX POCTa, a OpEBHA ITOCTABJICHbI
BEPTUKAIBHO U 3aTOYEHBI IO BepXy. [lepes cTeHol HEeMMPOKU POB ¢ MaJIEHHKUM 3eMJISTHBIM BaJIOM
CHapyXu. JIHO yTBIKaHO KOJIbSIMH, HAITPAaBJIEHHBIMU B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. Koe-rie Ha KoJibst ObUTH Haca-
JKEHbI IEPraioiuecs MepTBIKH, OECCUIIbHbIE BHIOPAThCsl U3 3TOM JIOBYIIKU. Cllyka B JIETMOHE OHU
C JIETKOCTBIO MPEOA0JIEBAIIM TaKUE YKPEIUIEHU S, HO ceryac, He UMesl HM OCa/IHbIX MalllH, HU [POCTO
JIECTHUII TIperpaja Obla Herpeomoarma. J{ova MOHsII, UTO CITYCTs JIBa JIeCSTKA JAHEH, CMEPTh BBIWT-
pajia 3Ty TOHKY.

— Bol k1O Takue? Bbl yero crofa npuim? — pa3faalicss BOPWIUBBIA FOJIOC CBEPXY.

Jloii1 B3OpOrHYyJ OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH U 3a/1pasl rosioy. CBepxy, Aepika ero Ha Ipulesie, Ha HeTo
B3PI MyXHK CPETHUX JIET, B KOKaHOU Oec(pOpMeHHOH IIarke.
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— Mp1 niniem criacenusi! Mol conparsi!

— He 3Hato s HuKakux cosnjat! — orpbI3HyJcs JyyHUK. — [IpoBasiuBaiire!

— C namu panenblii! EMy HyHa nomonip!

— BapHu, cMOTpH, CKOJIBKO OHM 3a COOOH TyJISIK TIpuBeu! — pa3majcs rojioc cnpasa. o
[IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YBUZE €1IE Napy JIyYHUKOB, CTOSIIIIUX MO TY CTOPOHY OT BOPOT.

— Ha Bunen s1! OHu Bech Jec n3deranu, codupas ux! Y npuBeau npsmMo K HaImM BOpoTam!

— MBI criacanmvics! M omuH Hat pyr octasics B 3ToM Jiecy ! — mapupoat 1o, OCKOpOIEHHBIN
oTiM 3asBieHreM. C3aau pa3faics YaBKaomui 3BYK, J{oin oOepHy/ICS U YBUIET MEePTBSIKA C pa3-
pyOsIeHHO# roJIoBOH, Jiexkaniero y Hor Toma.

— Bapau! Moxer, Biyctum ux! Bunuiirb, onu ryasik pyosr!

— 3Haito 51 ux! Mbl uX BIycTHM, a OHM BopoTa oTKpoloT! KosayHsl, npoksaTeie TBapu! Uro um
CTOUT MAapOYKy CBOMX YJIOXKHUTH!

— Ja nommén 1! INomoHok! Ckaxu xots1 Obl rae TyT JlecHast 3actaBa! — B3peBes B3OCHIEHHBIN
Jow.

—Her TyT HuKakoi1 3actaBbl! KaTutech 0TKy/a mpuiuiy, a To s caM Bac yKokoiiy. Tak crpesamu
HAIIMUTYI0, YTO HU OIVH TYJIsIKa He 7ooepeTcs!

— Yomonok, — npommuren o, OTBepHYJICS W BHIHYI MeY.

[oka OH BEn MeperoBophl, 3a €ro CIIUHOW BHOBH pa3BepHy/ach OutBa. CripaBa U ciieBa X
MIPUKPBIBAJI POB, C3a/IM — CTEHA, TaK YTO YAEpXKMBaThb UM CJIEAOBAJIO TOJBKO OJHY CTOPOHY. Tom
u BeH caepkuBay MoToK, CTapasch OMTh TOUHBIMU yAapaMH B TOJOBY, a €CJIM YTO-TO IIUIO HE TaK,
Ha NIoMOUIb Ipuxoaus I'per, BoH3asi CBOM KMHKaJl [0 PyKOSATh B royioBy Bpary. [loi 3aHs1 mecto
Mesxay TomoM 11 BeHOM M HECKOJIBbKO pa3 yAapuil MEYOM IO IIUTY, MpUBJIeKast K cebe Kak MOKHO
oonbie MEPTBBIX. [lepBOro OH BCTPETHJ MPSMBIM YIapOM B TOJIOBY, BTOPOTO OTTOJKHYJI IIIUTOM
U €ro 4yepert NPOTKHYJO OCTpUE Kombsl. TpeTuil U 4eTBEPTHIM CIErIM OT Pa3sMALIMCTBIX YIApOB.
[TsToro oH moiimal, Korjaa TOT MBITAICA MPOKpacThess K Tomy. JIOWA ¢ HEHABUCTBIO CBEPHYJI €My
1IEI0 U MHYJ B CIIMHY, OTIIPABJIsAs €ro B ToMy MepTBeloB. OH C pa3maxy Bpesajcs IIUTOM B €I
OJIHOTO, HO HE YCTOSIJ1 Ha HOTaXx U OHM OJHOBPEMEHHO yIaJii Ha 3emulio. ['onoBa, JMINEHHAs Tena,
OTBAJIUJIACh U yKaTUIach B poB. [14THIi, 111€CTOM, CeIbMOM — OH IOOYEPETHO CHEC UM T'OJIOBBI, OPYys
MedoM. JIoiI caenal mar HaBcTpeuy MEPTBOM Tojre. BocbMoii TMIIMIICS PyKH, AEBATHIA MAKYILIKH.
Hecsitoro Jlovn yaapu ieBoi pykou, Kpaem muTa. JIOOHbIe KOCTH ¢ XpyCTOM BOIIUIY BITyOb uepena.
«JlecsATh — Kpyryioe 9ucio»», — 3aMmeTu1 JJoin. OauHHaaaToMy OT OaHaIbHO OTCEK rosioBy. «CHOBa
Thl! — 3akunen [{oin OoT HerogoBaHMs, BUJIS, KaK K HEMY MPUOTMKACTCS OTHOPYKHUI MeEpTBell. —
Bockmot, xuBy4Jast cBosioub!» Ha 3TOT pa3 oH HaHEC yaap cBepXy BHU3, pa3pyOast rojioBy MOMOJIaM.
B crepyrommii MOMEHT OH YBHIEN, YTO CjIeBa K HEMY MpUOIMKAIOTCS cpa3y Tpu BoccTaBimx. OH
METHYJICS K HUM HaBCTpevy ¥ HaHEC pa3MalliCThIi yaap IUToM. MepTBeLbl pa3ieTennch, a KpaHUn
CBJIWJICA B POB, IPOH3UB I'OJIOBY TOPYAIIUM KOJIOM.

I'per Bunen stot ynap. «Kyna xe Tol monépcsi, uydesno!» — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH TTPO ceOs1, KOBBLISS
Ha romoipb K apyry. Meptser odomén [loina c3aau 1 BIeNwiIcs eMy B IpaBoe 1iedo. ot pe3ko
AEpHYIICS BIEPEN U KOJbUyra He XyXke KJIeIel rajiaya BhpBajia ¢ IECSITOK THIIBIX 3yOoB. B crnemny-
I011y10 cekyHy [loin HaHEC eMy COKPYIIMTEIbHBIN yaap JIOKTeM B rOJIOBY. «PyxHyn 3aMepTBO», —
3ameTw ['per, nmepectymnas Teo ¢ pa3ourout roioBoid. O ocMotpencs. CrnpaBa Tom pazmaxuBast
MEUOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY YAEPKMBAJI CBOIO TO3UIIHIO, XOTSI OH PyOrJI OOJIbIIIe PyK U HOT, YeM
rosyioB. «Hao 6b1710 1aTh eMy cBoWt muUT!» — mo3aHo crioxBatuiics ['per. CiieBa ben meqyieHHO OTCTY-
naJi, HAHOCSI TOUHbIE yZIapbl KOMBEM B TOJIOBY Bpary. PoB yxe ObUI 3alOJIHEH ¢ 00eruX CTOPOH YBsI3-
IIMMHU B HEM BOCCTaBILIMMHU. ['per 3aMeTus1 Ha/IBUralonierocsi Ha Hero MepTBeld, OH BbIK/1a]l MOMEHT
Y BCAIWI KMHKAJ B €ro JIoO, Kak U npeapiaymeMy. Kok 3actpsi, I'per Ha MrHOBeHHe MOTepsit
OAUTENTHHOCTD U TOYYMII TOTYOK B TU1edo. Tepsisi paBHOBECHE OH OIPOKUHYJICS Ha CIIUHY U YBHUIE,
YTO MEPTBEll, CIOTKHYBIIHUICS U CBAIMBIIEICS HAa HETO, yKe BCTal Ha HOTH. ['per monbITaics BCKO-
YHTh, HO OCTpasi OOJIb MPOH3MIIA €0 TeJIO0. «ITO KOHEI», — TIOHSUI OH U B 3TOT € MHUT' KOHUMK Meva
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Toma pacc€k rojoBy BoccTaBIlero. I'per 001eryéHHO BBIIOXHYJI, HO B Ty ke CEKYH/y Ha ero Iiee
COMKHYJIMCh XOJIOMHBIC MaJIblIbl. J{pyroii MEPTBBIN 0OOMIEN ero cOOKY M Haraji, HaXOAsACh BHE OIS
3peHus. ['per MoAHsUT KUHXaT U TKHYJ He Tisas. KIMHOK Halén cBolo 11ej1b, YBsA3as B XOJIOAHOM
TUIOTH, HO MEPTBEll He OCa0uI XBaTKK. ['per mombITancs pa3BepHyThCS M YBUIEN, YTO Y MEepTBela
HE XBaTaeT KUCTU BTOPOM pyku. «Tom, pactsina», — BeIpyrajics I'per v momsiTaacs yXBaTUTh KHH-
JKaJ JIeBOH pykoi. 1o Obula Tutoxas uaes. Pe3kas 60sb MpOH3MIIA ero Telo, B I1a3ax MOTEMHENO,
¥ MUMOJIETHOW CJTA0OCTH XBATUIIO, YTOOBI MEPTBEIl He TOOPE3roBall eil BOCMonb30BaThest. OH MOTSI-
HyJcsl K miee ['pera BTOpo# pyKoOi ¥ OCTPBIN OCKOJIOK KOCTH BOLIEN B €r0 HE3aIIUIIEHHOE TopJIo.

— I'per!!! — pés Hoiina 3artymui Bce 3ByKH BOKpYr. MeptBell HaBuca Haj ['perom, mienkas
3y0amm, a y TOro U30 pTa BEIPHIBAIMCH O€33BYUHBIE clloBa. BoccraBimii €pHysics, ['per BBIILTIOHYIT
KpoBbi0. J[o¥i1 OTBEpHYJICS M BOTHAJ CBOM Meu B TOJIOBY Omkaiiemy Bpary. ToT 3acTpsil B THUJIOH
YyepenyllKe 1 pyroro NpOTMBHUKA OH orpes muTtoM. Emé xuBoi I'per MejieHHo uiiancsi CBOero
JIMLIA, TPOMNAIAIOIIEro B YpeBe MOHCTpa. [loin HarHyscs, BHITAIMII U3 carlora HOX M C pa3BOpoTa
METHYJI €ro B 1eJib. OCTpeiInil KJIMHOK BOILEI B FOJI0OBY MEpPTBELa Kak B KOYaH KaIlyCThl U, CJIOBHO
HE BCTPETHB COMPOTHUBIICHUSI, CTYKHYJICS PyKOSITKOM 00 THIIION J100. MepTBel] pyxHy psiioMm ¢ ['pe-
roM: youiia u ero xepraa. J{oi1 3aCThIT OMYCTUB PyKU U IIsis Ha Teso apyra. OH NOHUMAJ, YTO
I'per yxe meptB. TBaph ycnena coXparb YyTh JIM HE IMOJOBHHY €ro JMila. B 4yBCTBO €ro npusesn
CTpPaHHBIN CBUCT U MEJIbKaHKE TO CJIeBa, TO cripaBa. OH MOAHSI J1a3a U YBUAEI C JECATOK JIyYHUKOB
CTPEJISIOMKUX B MX CTOpoHY. [loi oGepHycs, cMOTps, KaKk MEpPTBEIbI MaAaloT He JIOXOAs 10 Hero.
W3 ux ronos Topuanu crpensl. OT co3eplaHus 3TOM KapTUHBI €r0 OTBJIEK MPOTSKHBIA cKpuIl. o
CHOBa OOEpHYJICSI M YBUJIEJ, KaK OTKPBIBAIOTCS BOpoTa. HaBcTpedy MM BBIOEKATH IIECTh MYKHUKOB
C KOIIbSIMU HAIEPEBEC U CTAJIM OTTOHSITh MEPTBBIX, IPOPBABIIMXCS CKBO3b 00cTpet. Ero cxBarui roa
pyky ben, ToM Ha1én ero Meu u yxe 4yepe3 MrHOBEHbE OHM OKa3aJIMCh BHYTPH JepeByIIKU. Bopora
3aKPBUIUCH C TAKUM K€ MTPOTSHKHBIM CTOHOM.
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S. 7/KuBble 1 MEPTBbIE

— bapHu, océn, Tl 4ero TBOpUlIb! — MPOHECS THEBHBIN KpUK MUMO yinen Jlonna. — Tel ux Bcex
yyTb He youn! Thl pa3Be He BUJMIIIb, YTO 3TO KUBbIE?

Joiin o6paTii BHUMaHMe Ha MOCIeJHee MTPO3BYUaBIiee cI0BO. «KHBble, — MOBTOPHJI OH PO
cebs1. — Onm xuBbl. U 'per Obu1 OBI ceiiuac Kup».

— A 4710 41 TO, B caMoM Jiesie? — onpasabiBasics bapau. — OHY IpUBeM K BOPOTaM LIETYIO OpaBy
ryasKk! A BOPYr OHM KOJAyHbl U HOUBIO OTKPOIOT BOpoTa cBouM? S1 MX M ceifuac BBIKUHYJI Obl uepes
3a0op!

Tpén storo yenoreka BeiBes Jloina u3 ceds. Ero nmr u nuiem, nogHumasi ooiadka Ibuiy,
yIHajay Ha UCTONTaHHYIO 3MJII0 M OH Pa3BEpHYBIINMCH K OOMIUYMKY B /IBA IIIara OKa3aJics Mepes HUM.
Bapnau 3ameTns1 0nmacHOCTD U MOMBITAICS YBEPHYTBCS OT JIETALLETO B €0 YeJIOCTb Kynaka. [lorépras
KO’KaHas Iarnoyka yrnaja B Iblb, 8 BMECTE C Hell 1 Iapa 3yO0B He10TEMNBI. [{0iT cXBaTuII 3a IIMBOPOT
JIyYHHKA M TIPHKAJ €0 CIIMHOM K 00paTHOM CTOPOHE CTEHBI.

— Caywan meHs, bapau, — npopbiyai [Iois, — Thl CETOAHA CTajl MPUYMHOM CMEPTU OZHOTO
OYEHb XOPOIIIETro YeJI0BEKa. DTOT YeJIOBEK BEpOd U MPaBIOM CIIYKWJI UMIIEPUM, 3alUIIa cl1aObIX
Y HEBUHHBIX JIECATH JIET, HE 33 yMbIBasICh IPUKPbIBAJ CBOMM LIIUTOM CIMHBI TAKUM, KaK Thl U ObLI
MOUM JIy4LIUM JIpyroMm. §I xouy ceffuac pa3opBarb Te0s1 Ha KYCOUKU U CKOPMHTb UX TE€M, OT KOTO MbI
OeXUM yKe TPU HesleNH, — TsKENbINA B3 Jloiia mpukoBan bapHu K cTeHe JTydlne JI0ObIX OKOB.
Jloiin BbIK JaJl C MMHYTY M PE3KO OTIYCTHJI XBaTKy. — JIydiie TeOe epxkaTbCs OT HaC NOJaJIblIe, 0K
MBI HE YUOEM.

Iorepsasumii nap peun bapuu ocen Ha nATYyI0 TouKy. oW 3ammarag K OCTaBIIMMCS BbIKUB-
M. I1o myT OH OPOCHIT CTOSIIIMM y BOPOT CEeJIsTHAM:

— MBpI He 3aepKUMCS HafoJITo B 3TOM ITPOKJIATOM MecTe. [laiiTe Ham BOZIBI M MBI TOT Yac yUIEM.

— He crout Tak TOponuThCS, yBakaeMblid, — YCIIBIIIAT OH MATKUI JOOpOXeIaTeIbHbII royoc.

Jo¥in y3Hain ero — ToT ke, 4yTo M odpamiaics Kk bapuu. Tompko MHTOHAIMS M3MeHWIach. OH
OCTaHOBUJICA ¥ TIOCMOTpEJ HaJleBO. Ilepen HUM CTOSUT BBICOKHAM MYXKYMHA CPEJHUX JIET, XYIOLIABbIN
C JUIMHHBIMU KYJPSBbIMUA BOJIOCAMH.

— A TBI €II€ KTO TaKOH, — MPOIIUIIEN OH CO 3710001 He3HAKOMILY.

— {1 — I'onop, cwin [lonuka, crapocra JlecHoro Ormutora.

— Kakoe MHe 1ie10 0 TOro, KTO Thl? — MOXET, OH U HE XOTeJ IpyOUTh, HO yXke He Mor ceOst
CIIEP)KUBATb.

— Ommbaenbes, ypaxaemslid. [Tporry, npoiliém co MHOM, OBEph MHE, — BECb €10 BUJ] M3JTyYall
I0OpPOXKENATETLHOCTb.

— BbI ocTaBuim Hac 6e3 eIMHOrO IIaHCa Ha CIIACEHHEe U MPOCTO CMOTPENU CO CTEHbI, KaK MBbI
HETUIsieMCsl 32 TIOCTIE/IHIO Ha/IeK /Ly, THITasiCh BBUKUTH. M TIOCIe 3TOro Mbl JOJKHBI TeOEe BEPUTh
['oHop, cbiH [Tonmka?! — [loiin He DoBepsi1 cTapocTe, YK OONBHO TOT OBUT CHOKOEH.

— Y0 X, BBl UIMEETE MTPABO 3JIUTHCS U MHE OUYEHB KaJlb, YTO BCE TaK BHILIO, — ['OHOp omycTui
B3[JIsA]] ¥ TIOKa4aJjl FOJI0BOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. — 3a MOCJIEIHUN IOl Mbl IEPEKUIA MHOKECTBO
NIOTeph U MOBEphTe, Bala O0JIb MHE 3HAKOMa. BecThb 0 Bac j1omuia 1o MeHs He cpasy ¥ Korja s Mojio-
IIEJ CI0/1a, BAILIero JIpyra... ero yke He BO3MOXKHO ObL10 crnactu. [Ipoctute MeHs 3a Takylo HepacTo-
ponHOCTh, — 'OHOP ObLT UCKpeHeH, 1 JI0ii1 3TO YyBCTBOBAJL.

— YT0 Bam OT HacC HyXXHO?

— 4 xouy 3arnmaguTh cBOW BUHY. [Ipomty, noiaémre co MHOM, — ['OHOp OTBEN OIHY PYKY B CTO-
POHY, MOKa3bIBasi CBOIO IOOPOXKEIATEBHOCTb U OJHOBPEMEHHO yKa3blBasi HAlIpaBJIeHUE, Kya CJea0-
BaJIO UITH.

JoWs1 BIOXWI B HOXKHBI IIOAHATHIA C 36MJIM M€Y, NONPaBUJI Ha TOJIOBE LIIEM W NEPEKUHYII
Ha cruHy IuT. OKa3aTbesi 0e30pyKHBIM ITOCPEAN STOM CTPAHHOM AEPEBHU €My COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh.
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On men cneBa ot ['oHOpa, OTCTaBast Ha MOJIIIIara U He CIyCKasl IJla3 CO CTapOCThl. A cTapocTa TeM
BpPEMEHEM HEe YMOJIKAJI:

— Bbl nepBele, KTO BbIIIEN K HAM U3 JIECY C BOCTOYHOU CTOPOHBI JIepeBHU. TouHee He nepBble —
rapy pa3 Mbl BU/IE/IU KOJIJYHOB. DTO OHY HACJlaJIi HamnacTh Ha Haill jiec. OHM noaHsIM MEPTBBIX. Jlec
Ha BOCTOKE MPOCTO KUIIUT UMHU. S He Jymaul, 4To TaM MOKHO BbIkUTh! Kak, Kcratu, Bam 310 yanoch?

— IloBesno, — kopoTko orBeTHI JoW.

— Yro x, 6e3 Be3eHUsl, AeHCTBUTEIIHHO, 3TO ObLJIO OBl HEBO3MOXKHO! 3/1€Ch, BOKPYT JEPEBHH UX
HaMHOTIO MeHbl1le!

Hoiin u 'oHOp MpoOUpasuch BCE OMMke K I0KHOMY Kpaio JEpeBHH, KOTJa ero B3MJIS yrall
Ha KaMEHHOE 3/JaH1e, BO3HUKIIEE MPSIMO Mepe]l HUMHU.

— Bl uckamm «Jlecnyo 3acraBy», — IPOU3HEC CTAPOCTA, MPOCICAUB 34 UX B3MIAJAMU, — BB
HE CHJIBHO OIIMOJIUCH.

«JlecHas 3acraBa, — mpountas J{oin BEIOUTYIO B KaMHE HANMCh HaJl BXOJIOM B 3[jaHue. ByKBbI
MOYTU UCTEPIIHCH, HO eIé ObLIM BUIHBL. — Tak BOT, U4TO 9TO Takoe!» A OBUIO 3TO He YTO MHOE, KaK
no3opHas OamHs Crapoi Mmmepun, Umnepun Korena. OT e€ BeMuust OCTaIoOCh JIBa 3Taxa, XOTs
B ObLJTbIE BpeMeHa OHA BO3BBIIIANIACH HAJ JEPEBbSIMH.

— Bbl He critbHO OmMONMKCH, yBaXkaeMblid, uifa JlecHylo 3acTaBy, — MOBTOPWIICS CTApOCTa. —
Hama nepeBHs1 HasbiBaercs JlecHoit OIUIOT B YeCTh TOTO, YTO JIIOAU CIUIOTWJIUCh BOKPYT ApPEBHEW
OamHy. baHs B utore pyxHyJa, a JIIOIU OCTAJHCh.

Jlo¥1 MoCcMOTpes o CTOPOHAM M YBUE BOKPYT ceOsl ToMa Ha KaMEHHbBIX OCHOBaHUSIX. B 00i1b-
IIIMHCTBE JBYX3TaXHBIE, HO OBUTN U TIPOCTHIE, B OJMH dTax. Kyna HU TIsTHb XOIVUIIU JIIOIU, TAPAIB-
[IMecsl Ha HUX BO Bce IU1a3a. [ oHOp, BUAS 3aMHTEPEeCcOBAHHOCTD [loiina, MpogokuI:

— K coxanenuio B okpyre 6oJbliie HeT Jiofiei. Bbuty eré koraa KoimayHsl co CBOSH apMueit i
Ha ceBep. [oiiémTe 0OpaTHO, — 0Opartuics oH K Jloiny. — FOxxHee Obutn 1Be NepeBeHbkr — O3EpHas
u bonbimoii Kneik. Tak BOT, Koraa KolyHbl BEpHY/IMCh, MEPTBbIE HAYaJIM BCTaBaTh U3 MOTWII. Mbl
KOe-KaK OWJIMCh C HUMH, HO BCKOPE CITy4MJIOCh Henonpasumoe. B oqHy Houb He ctano O3epHoit. OHu
MIPUIILTA OTPOMHOM TOJITION M yOMBAaJIM BCEX, KTO MONAAANCS HA X MyTH. JIUIIb ropcTKe Jiiosielt yrna-
JIOCh BBIKUTh: OHM He OPOCHUJIHCH B JIEC, UITIa CTIACEHHMS], a IPBITHYJIU B JIOAKH U OTUYAJIMIIN OT Oepera.
Onu npuruielm B Bosnbioit Kibik v noBegaim MECTHBIM O CTy4MBIIEMCs. MeCTHbIE UM HE IOBEPUIIN
Y peLIWIM UX HaKa3aTb 3a BPaHbE, 3aKu1aB KaMHAMU. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT NpUILLIN NEPBBIE TYJIAKU.
KibIkoBIIb YBUIEB UX pa3Je/MINCh Ha JIBE€ TPYMIIbL: T€, KTO PElIil YUTH U Te, KTO OCTAIUCh 3allly-
marh JepeBHio. Te, KTo peniv yiTu, B UTOre MPUIILUIM K HaM U Mbl TIPUHSIIM UX — COPOK BOCEMb
yenoBek. Bor oHu Bce, — [OHOp yKa3aj Ha IEHTpaIbHYIO IO, TyAa, Te ObLT pa3OUT el
MAJIaTOYHBIN TOPOIOK. — Beuepom mpuiim eme JBoe, OHU U PacCKa3aliv, uTo Caydmiock. [lepByio
TOJIIY TYJSIK OHU JIETKO OTOWJIM U YK€ PElIMIA OTIpa3HOBaTh MOOeLy, KaK SIBHJIUCh OCTAJIbHBIC.
[Tocnennue BHIKUBILIKE B OTYASIHbE MMOJOKIIM JEPEBHIO U BUJIEIN, KAK MEPTBELIbl TSHYT CBOU PYKU
K OrHIO, — ['OHOp nepeBeEn pixaHue, — YBakaeMbli, MPOIILy, IPOUAEMTE B MOU JIOM.

Hoiin momeén 3a crapocroit, ben u Tom neuHymUCh ciegom. [lom ['oHopa ObUT B OMH 3TaK,
MaJICHbKUH, HAKPEHUBINUICS HAOOK C COJIOMEHHOM Kpbllliei. BHyTpy oH BhIrIsizien emg oeiHee, yem
KUJIUIIE BEIbMBI.

— [Ipouty, cagutech, — OH yKa3aja pyKod B CTOPOHY CTOJIa. — Bbl HaBepHOE, TPOroioJaiuch?
YV MeHs# TOJBKO. ..

— Cnacu60, X03sIMH, JIail HaM JIydIiie TIONHUTh, — iepedu ero Joii.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, KaK ke sl MOT 3a0bITh! — 'OHOp UyTh J1 He OETOM KUHYJICS C KOBIIOM K OOYOHKY
¢ Bogo. — Bor, aepxure.

JLo¥iI pUHSLT KOBII U3 €r0 PyK U IpoTsHyJ ero beny, 3arem Tomy. Cam oH 0TXJ1Ie€0HYI MTOCe -
HUM.

— Cnacu6o tebe, xo3suH. Thl MPOCTH, HO HAM CJIETyeT UATH JIAJIbIIIe.
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— Yt0 BBI, UTO BbI! — BCIUIECHYJI PyKaMH CTapocTa. — 3a CTEHOH cefvac ToJIa IyJsK, a Bbl
M3HEMOKEHHBI, BB U AT MUHYT He poTsiHuTe. Yepes napy AHei oHUM pa3OpenyTcs o Kpyram U Bbl
CMOKETE CITIOKOIHO IPOUTH.

— Kyna onu pa3openytca? — ynusuics Jlowin.

— INo KONIOBCKMM Kpyram, HJIH IIPOCTO KPyraM. A Bbl UTO, HU pa3y He HATKHYJIMCh HA TAKOH? —
crpocuJ ero I'onop.

— He Buganu Mpl HUKaKUX KPYTOB.

— Hano xe, ynusutenbHo! [Iporuim nonoBrHy jieca M He HATKHYJIMCh HU Ha OAuH Kpyr! Bor
3TO Ja.

— Tbl HaM JTydIIIe CKaXH, YTO 3TO 32 KPYr' Takue?

— MbI fymaem ux OCTaBWIJIM KOJIIYHBI, KOTJIa BO3BPAIAINCH. DTO TaKWe MTHU Pa3pHCOBAHHBIE
KaKMMU-TO pyHaMH. [la emme TpAnbEM OHM 3aBellaHbl. [lepeBbsl BOKPYI HUX 3aBaJICHBl M U3 UX CTBO-
JIOB BBUIOXKEH KPYT. A TeHb CTOUT PAaBHO MO HEHTPY Kpyra. Em€ tam Kakue-To MpyTUKH JKeJIe3HbIe
MOHATHIKAHBI.

— A Ha iHe, He0OCh, Yeper JISKUT, — BCTaBUJI CBOE CJIOBO beH.

— Her-Her-Her, Tam 1 He maxHeT cMepThio. U rynskaM BHYTpb Kpyra xona Her!

— Otkyna Takue rnosHanusi, crapocra? — nouHrepecoBaics ois1. — Tol cam ux Bugen? A 4ro
Marmyeckre OHM MOYEM 3Haelllb?

— Tak MBI BOKPYT A€pPEBHM /IBa TAaKMX HAUM! MeHs MpUBeM OCMOTPETh UX, KaK TPAMOTHOTO.
A s ¥ pemw: pa3 KW Mbl 6€3 HAX CTOJIBKO JIET, TO U JaJibliie 0e3 HUX MpokuBEM. CpyOrIn Mol
TMIEHbKY Te, 1a COKIVIM Ha MecTe. BOT TOJbKO KOrJa KO BTOPOMY IMOIONUIH, TYJISIKM HAC U OKPYKIJIH.
MBbI B Kpyr 3a0paJiuch, CITUHOW K CIIMHE BCTAJIM, & OHU TIOJOMTH HE MOTYT, Yepe3 OpeBHO IepecTy-
NUTh He B cHJIax. MBI UX TIPSIMO U3 KPYra-To MOyOMBasM BCeX. A KaK YHUUTOXWUIIA MbI UX, TTHU 3TH,
riepecTaay yMepIve BcTaBaTh. JJOHbKa, TypayoK HaIIEeHCKUM, KaK-TO TIOMIEN B JIEC /1a He BEPHYJICS.
UYepes /1Be Hele/Iv HAIIUTA MbI €0 CO CBEPHYTOM I1leed. YTasl OH, J1a TaK U JiesKall 10 Halllero mpuxoja.

— Cnacu60, Tebe, X03511H, 32 CBOM paccKa3. BriepBbie Takoe CITBIIIM.

— Iocnymai, yBaxaeMsbli. . .

— Mens 3oByT Hoit. 910 Ben u Tom. Moii apyr, I'per, ocrascs 3a 3a60pom.

— O I'pere mbI nozabotumcs. Hammm myqHuKy OyayT CTpesisTh B KQXA0T0, KTO K HeMy Mpuoiu-
3utcs. Kak Topko cMokeM, Mbl TOXOPOHUM ero Ha ProneToBoii ropke.

— Tam, B niecy, ¢ Hamu ObLT eme onuH NmapeHb. OH Morud HeJaJieKo OT Barlel aepeBHH. Ero
3Basu [1orr.

— Ms1 nonmem [Torra. CKOpo cTeMHeeT, a BaM CTOMT HAUTH MeCTO [Tt Howrera. S Mory moco-
BETOBATh OCTAHOBUTHCA B JlecHoil 3actaBe. MecTHble Bac He moOecnokosAaT. OHU 0OXOAAT OalrHio
CTOPOHOM, MOJIBAIT, TaM JyX KUBET. [la BbI He OoiiTech — Oallku BCE ITO.

— MpI Bujie M KOro-To nocrpariiee npu3pakon. [Todaer.

— 3a MOMM JIOMOM BbI HalJIETe HEMHOI'O XBOPOCTa /ISl KOCTpa.

— Xopomo. Cnacu6o, ['orop.

— VBunumcs 3aBtpa, Hoin.

Jloiin KMBHYJ U Bbien u3 goma. OH cKa3ai mapHAM HabpaTh BETOK, a caM ToJie3 B OallHIo.
Bxon 6bU1 Ha BTOpOM 3Take, K KOTOPOMY Oblla IIPUCTaBJIeHa cTapasi Xpyrikas JieceHka. [loka Jlovin
KapaOKaJicsl 10 Hel, OHa OMacHO MOCKPHITbIBAJIA 1O ero BecoM. OKa3aBIIMCh HABEPXY OH 3aMETHI,
YTO CTEHBI U MEPEKPHITUS 3/1aHusl ObUTM Liesbl. JI0iT nopHsics Ha cienyonmid 31ax. OT TpeTbero
3Taka OCTAJICS OAMH TIOJ, 14 ¥ TOT ObLT MOKPBIT TYCTBIM KOBPOM M3 MXa. O B3MISIHYI Ha 3amaj,
Tyga, Tie 3axoquio connie. OHO OKpanmMBajo TeMHeIue HeOeca B MyprypHble ToHa. OH miepe-
BEJI B3IV HA CeBep, IIie CTeHa COCEH OrpaHuumia ero B3op. Ho oH 3aMeTui, 4To 3a BHEIIHEH CTe-
HOW JIepeBHU CTPOUTCS elié oHa. JlepeBHs pacimpsiiach, He BMelas B ceOs BHOBb MPHOBIBIINX.
[ToToM OH MOCMOTpEN Ha BOCTOK, Ty[a, OTKyAa OHU NMpUILIHA. [lepeBbsi, IepeBbsi, CHOBA JIEPEBbs
u 6onbiie HUYero. [ e To Tam, cpeau Jeca, Jexkar octanku [lorTa, KOTophIid, cnaBa boram, HEKOTIA
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HE MOJIHUMETCS U He 3ax04yeT HUKOro youTs. FOr npusiék ero cuibHee Bcero. O3epo, urpast yxopsi-
MU JIyYaMH COJTHIIA, HAXOAMJIOCH YyTh JIM HE Ha TPaHU BUAUMOCTU. A BOKPYT HETO PacCTHIIAJICS
KOBEp M3 JIEpPeBbEB, U3/1ajIeKa BHIIIAIEBIINX CIOBHO 3eJIEHO-30710TOe Mope. [lepeBHs BO3BBIIAIACH
HaJ| BCEM THM BEJIMKOJIETTHEM OTKPBIBask B30pY MpeKpacHbiil Buj. [Ipsamo nox qepeBeHCKUMU CTe-
HaMH# TpoOeray pyde€k, CBOMM KypuaHHeM AOTOJHSBIINN OOMaHYMBYIO TUIIIMHY U CIIOKOWCTBHE
3THX MecT. Ho Koe-4To 0cOOEHHO MPHBIIEKIJIO €r0 BHUMaHKe: OTPOMHBIN CTaphblil 1yO0 BO3BBILIAJICS
Ha caMOM Kpalo JepeBHHU, BIUIOTHYIO NMPHUMBIKas K cTeHe. «Bc€ 310 Bpems 1eOsi OT Hac CKpbIBaja
OallHs1, JIECHON BeJTMKaH», — YBIOHYJICS CBOMM MBICIISIM JIOWJI M TYT K€ YCIIBIIIAJ 32 CIMHOM IIOPOX,
3aCTaBUBIINIA €r0 OOEPHYThCS.

— A s ¥ He BHJEJ, YTO 3[eCh pacTeT ny0, — yauBuics beH. — DTOT noMeHslie Toro Oyaer.

— Jla, nomensiiie, — cornacuiicst o, «Kto 3Haet, KakuMu OTBapamu MOJIMBaJIa €ro Beapma?» —
nogymai oH. — A rjae Tom?

—Ilones B mogBa, — orBeT beH.

«['epoii oH U ecTh repoii», — pemt oiin u cryctusicst BHU3. [Topa ObUIO TOTOBUTBCS KO CHY.

B nepeBHe onm 3anepxanuck. CrycTsi 4eThipe IHS JIOAU BOKPYT YCHOKOWJIMCH, IPUBBIKHYB
K UX MIPUCYTCTBUIO. Meun ObUIM HATOUYEHBI, KOJIbUYTa MOYHILEeHA, JbIPKU Ha ofiexk e 3amaTaHbl. OHU
OecIIeIbHO CIIOHSITHCH TI0 JIareplo, 3aj1e3aii Ha CTeHy, CYMTaIN Aoma. Lol HacuuTas TpUaLaTh TPy
J0Ma, U3 HAX JBAIATh ABa ObUTH JBYXITAXKHBIX, AECATh OHOSTAXKHBIX M OOUH OOJIBIION, JTMHHBIHI
JIOM, ¥ 3TO He cumTas ux OamHu. Korma To 1aBHO, B JIETHMOHE, €r0 HAYYHIM cuuTaTh. OOBIYHO BCEX
YUWIU JI0 IeCSATU, HO JIOiJT pemni NOMTH Jajbllie IPyruX U Hay4dywiics 10 cTa. TaM ke OH MO3Hall
MCKYCCTBO UTE€HHSI. A BOT C TMCBMEHHOCTBIO Y HEro HUYEro Tak 1 He BBIIUIO. YTo HU rOBOpPH, a MMIIe-
pust MoOMIIa XBAaCcTaTh CBOMMH COJJIATaAMHU.

Ha BTopoii nens k HeMy nofoien ['oHop 1 Bpyuni1 HOX, MOJAPEHHbIN BeAbMOM. « MBI 3aKkonaemM
€ro Be4epoM, MOAXO/M», — CKa3aJ CTApoCTa, Bpy4asi eMy KJIMHOK. M OH mpHIIEN, KOPOTKO MPOCTUIICS
U Tipenan 3emie ero cam. «Jlo Bcrpeuu, Moii cTapblil Apyr», — CKa3al MpolaibHble ciioa [low,
¥ BOTKHYJI B 36MJIIO y €rO rOJIOBBI JUTMHHBIN KUHKaJl, KOTOPbINA npuHaiexan ['pery. [loin oTBep-
HYJICSI ¥ 3a1araj mpodb. ['pera 6osbliie He ObUIO, HO OH HABCET1a OCTAHETCS B €ro cepile. 3a 3TH THU
OH mapy pa3 3amevai bapuu, HO ToT, eiBa Joii monagascs emMy Ha I71a3a, ucue3asl CJIOBHO pa3BesiH-
HBII BETPOM JIbIM OT KOCTpa. B KoHIIe 4eTBEpTOro JHs ero Hamen ['oHOp ¥ morpocut oka3arh yCayry:

— Joiin, s1 3Ha10, BBl COOMpPAETECh YXOIHUTh, HO HE MOT JIM Tl KOe-4eMy Hay4uTb HAac? — IOMPOCHIT
ero celH [omnmka.

— Ecim 310 B MOUMX cHJIax, TO MOTY.

— [Nonnmaenb, B 1eHb KOT/IA BbI PUIILIH 51 BUAEN, KaK ThI Ipajics ¢ ryiskaMu. HUKTo B Hamein
JepeBHe U OMM3KO K Tebe He CTOMT B MacTepcTBe 0osi. MBI HEIUIOXME CTPENKH, HO YTO €CIM OHU
MIPOPBYTCS BHYTPb JiepeBHU? Y Hac 311ech Oosiee oJIyTopa COTeH YesoBek, [0, U UM HyXKHO 3HATh
crabble MecTa MepPTBEIIOB.

— To ecTb, THI XOUeIIIb, YTOOBI 51 pa3aeaasl MEPTBOTO Y HUX Ha riia3ax?

— D710 ObLIO OB BEPXOM, UTO ST MOTY ITPOCHUTb.

— Cobupaii Bcex camMbIX YMeJIbIX BOMHOB 3aBTpa B MOJIJIEHb Y BOPOT, ['OHOP, a TO 51 yXe 3acu-
nerncs 6e3 aena.

B HazHaueHHOE BpeMsi ero kA BoceMb OOUIIOB 1 [ OHOp, a Ha CTeHe CTOSLIO OOJIbIIIe JIyYHU-
KOB, 4YeM 0ObIYHO. JIoMI OcMOTpelt pedsAT — BCe pocble, IMUPOKOIIeYre, MOJIObIE.

— WTak, 4ro Bl 3HaeTe O HaieM Bpare? — crpocut JJow.

— OHUM MepTBBI, HO XOAIST, — CKa3aJl 3I0POBSIK C KYCTHCTOU OOPOION.

— WX yKyCBHI SIZIOBUTHI, — JOOABUIT APYTOM.

— OHM XOTAT HAC COXpPaTh, — BCTABWJI TPETUH U B BO3yXe MOBHUC/IA TUIIMHA.

— Hy uro, Bcé? He rycro. [la, onu meptBbl. [la, OHU HAC esIT, HO YKYCBI X HE SITIOBUTHI, XOTSI
1 oracHbl. BoccTaB OHM MepecTaloT THUTh, MEPTBELIKHUE s1Ibl TOKUAAIOT MX Te10. OHM He MOTYT 3aJie-
YMBaTh CBOM MOPE3bl M OHU HE 3aMeYaloT MOoTepr KoHeuHocTerd. OHM He JpIIaT, HO U3/1al0T CTOHBI.
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Bogna ux ycnokauBaer, a oronb MaHuT. Kak u temio yenoeueckoro Teaa. OHU CJembl, HO CIIbIIIaT
cTyk cepaua. OHM MeUIMTENbHbl U He YyBCTBUTENbHBIE O0MM. Mary Ha3blBalOT UX 30MOH, MBI ke
ropopum MEpTBbIe. S monpocus ['oHOpa He OTCTpeNrBaTh MPUOIMIKAIOIIMXCS K IePEBHE MEPTBEIIOB.
W BoT Ha nozaxone y Hac ecTb oauH. Hy-Ka, ueM Bbl BOOpPYKEHbI?

— Jlykwu, Konbs, Toropsl. EcTh mapa Meueidl. Mbl uX C IyJisiK CHSUIM.

— Tonop nomoiinér. daii mHe, — IO MpOTAHYN PyKY U B35J1 y O0pojiaya opyxKue.

910 ObLTa He GOeBast CEKUPA, a CaMblil OOBIYHBIN TOIOP, UAEATBHO TOIXOIUBIIUN ST PyOKH
neca.

— OH yxe y BOpoT! — pa3zjajcs rojoc OJHOTO U3 JIyYHUKOB.

— Iopa, — BeigoxHya [oin u ero Opuraga APyKHO pacKkpbuia o0e CTBOPKU. MEPTBBIN CTOSLIT
MPSIMO 32 HUMH U TYT ke OpOCHIICs K OnmkaiiiiieMy desioBeKy. TOT BCKPUKHYI U XOTeJT ObLIO yApaTh,
HO Jloii1 BMemasicsi ¥ OTIPaBHJI BOCCTABILIETO OOpaTHO 32 BOPOTA YAApOM KoJieHa. «Jla oHu GosTcs
K HUM TIpuOmKaThes, — oceHusio Jloina. — Hudero, Mel 3T0 moripaBuM».

— CmoTpuTe Bce, Kak OH HeMoBOPOTIUB! — JloiJ1 BHOBb HAHEC yap MEpTBEIly, HO Ha STOT pa3
HOT'Oi1 B Ipy/ib, — Kak OH MEJIIUTEJIeH, — MOJHABLIMICS MepTBeLl KuHyJIcs Ha Jloiia, HO TOT Urpaiodu
YBEPHYJICS OT €ro aTaku, — Kak HeYKJIIOXK, — [0V MOAHBIPHYJI N0/ BHITSIHYTHIE PYKH HallaJlaBILIero,
OKa3aJICsl 3a ero CIUHOW M yAApHJI KYJIAKOM IO 3aThUIKY.

MepTBel] BHOBb OKa3ajcsl Ha 3eMiie. 3pUTeIn C MHTEPECOM HAOMIONAIU 32 TIPOUCXOSIINM.
Jloin BcTan Ha MepTBelia 00eMMU HOTaMU M TTPOJOJIKIIL:

— B onuHOuKy Takue 370poBbIe pedsiTa Kak Bbl MOXeTe 3a0UTh ero pykamu. beiite B rooBy
C camMOH Jypu M FHWJION uyepen He BbliepkuT. Ho y Bac ectb opykue u cefiuac s oKaxy BaMm To,
0 U€M paccKas3blBal B IEPEBHE, — C STUMU CIIOBAMU OH CIIPBITHYJI C T€JIa M Pa3BEPHYJICS K IPOTUBHUKY
JIMLIOM.

MeprtBel| MOAHSICA U C IIUMEHHeM Opocwiicsi Ha Hero. oW Bpe3as eMy KYJIaKoM ClieBa
B BHICOK, M TIOKa TOT BOCCTaHABJIMBAJ PaBHOBECHE, TIEPEXBATHII TOMOP OOEUMH pyKaMy U HaHEC yaap
ceepxy. OcTpoe Jie3BHe LIEIMKOM OTCEKJIO PYKy HE OCTaBMB Jaxke Ky/lbTU. MepTBell MoiarHysics
Y KaKk HU B 4€M He ObIBAJIO BHOBb KUHYJICS Ha Joiia, TAHYCh y&Ke OOHOU pyKou. oW, 4ToObl Mmoj-
TOTOBUTHCS K CIEAYIOIEMY yAapy, C CUJION Bpe3as ToMy 0OyxoM Mo yemocTd. Ha 3ToT pa3 mepTaeln
yIaJl IOTepsIB LIEJYI0 TOPCTh 3yOOB, a KOra OH BCTAJI, TO MOTYYMIJI OYepEeJHON pa3MaIlIvCThIi yaap.
Tonop OTcEk mpaByIo PyKy U BOIIET B TEJIO, C XPYCTOM JioMasi peéopa.

— Kak BuauTe, ynap B cepilie ero He OCTaHOBHT. Sl oTpyOusI emy 0oOe pyKH, a OH TOrO Jaxe
He 3aMeTu1, — JJoWJI pe3Ko BBIIEPHYJI TONOP U MEPTBEL] BHOBb OJIETEN Ha 3EMIIIO.

IToka BoccTaBIIMi B OYepenHOW pa3 MogHUMaIcs, [0 mepexBaTui TOMOp JIEBOM PYKOHN
1 JIOCTaJl U3 Carlora HOX.

— Bbl MOeTe BBIOTPOILUUTDH €r0, — CKa3aJl OH, MOJOCHYB IPOTUBHUKY MO KHUBOTY, — €CIIU
XOTUTE MTOCMOTPETh, YTO OH €J1, — TEMHbIE BHYTPEHHOCTH MOCHINAINCh HAPYKY.

A BOCCTaBIIMIA, HE CMOTPSI HM Ha 4TO, BCE TaK K€ XOTeJ MPUKOHYMTH [loiia, XOTh ¥ MOTEpsiI
TPETh CBOETO Tesa. Ero Hayano 3aMeTHO 11atath, HO OH HAaCTOWYMBO NEP BIEPEN,.

— Otpexbre emy Hory, — JIoi1 mpuces U pe3aHyi TpyIly NOJ KOJIEHO, JIMIIasi TOTO YCTOIUMBO-
CTH, — OH YNAJET U 3aX0YET JOCTaTh Bac, — MEPTBELL c/iesiall ar v ynai. JI€xa, oH mponoyka u3Bu-
BaThCS, MBITASICh MOAHATHCS MPH TIOMOIIM OTCYTCTBYIOIIMX PYK. — BB MOXeTe jaxe oTpyOuTh eMy
roJIoBy, — HOX Jloiijla BOTKHYJICA B II€I0 BOCCTaBILEMY, IBUKEHUE BIEBO, BIIPABO, XPYCT — U rOJIOBA
OTIEJINIACh OT TeNla, — HO OH IMPOJIOJIKUT CYLLIECTBOBATh, — MOIIHBIM IIMHKOM OH I0CJajl TOJIOBY
noOmke K censtHaMm. Te OTIaTHY/IMCh, KOTa rojoBa rnoakaruiack K HuM. OHa BCE Tak ke poaoI-
JKaJia IENKATh YETI0CTAMU, XOTs ApyIe 3ByKHU IlepecTalia u3aasars. — Ero Teno ymper. Enuncrsen-
HBII C1I0COO MOKOHYHTH C HUM — IPOOUTH Yepert, — ¢ 3TUMHU cIoBaMu J{oWT HAHEC COKPYLIUTETbHBIH
yZap TOIOpoM TO rojioBe. Yepen JONHYJ Kak THUIAs THIKBA.

— Ecnm B Bammmx pykax med — pasfenarh ero emg mnpomie. Konbé He gact uM nprOIU3UThCS
K BaM, HO OMTbh MM CJIE/IyeT TOJNBKO B rosioBy. IIIUT oqrHAKOBO XOPOII KaK JyIst 3aIUThI, TaK U JJIs
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HarnajeHus. Kak ynpaBisThcsi ¢ HOKOM U TOIIOPOM BBI TOJIBKO UTO BUjienu. JloOas 3ammra Bam Ipu-
TOAMTCSI, OCOOEHHO JIMIIA U 1ieu. Kosbuyry OHM He B CHJTax IPOKYCHUTbh, HO M CTETaHKa He U3 Xy/IIero,
YTO Bbl MOXeTe Ha ce0si HaieTb. Ho moMHUTE TIaBHOE — MOOJMHOYKE OHU HE TaK OMACHBI, KaK eCIH
HarnajaoT rpynnaMy. boselias rpymnmna npocTo 3a1aBUT Bac Maccoil, HO M €€ MOXKHO yaepkats. Koraa
MBI BXOIWJIM B JIEC, HAC ObLIO MATHAALATH, HO 3aHSB BBHITOIHYIO MMO3UIIMIO U HE UCITYTaBIIUCh STUX
TBapey, Mbl MOJIOKUIM OKOJIO COTHU MEPTBELIOB, MOTEPSIB TPOUX CBOMX. A Tenepb MPUTOTOBLTECH:
K HaM M0KaJIOBAJIM TOCTH.

W B camom [iesie K HUM HalpapiIsIoch HECKOJIBKO MepTBeloB. He rpynmoi, a nooguHoukKe,
C pPa3HBIX CTOPOH.

— Bribupaiite cebe mobdoro, xBataiiTe CBOE OpyKUe U BOH3WTE €r0 B MX TOJIOBHI!

My>XKMKU MOXBATAIN TOMOPBI, KOIThsI © MEYHW M PUHYJIUCH B aTaky. Lo BUIe, C KaKOH sSIPOCTHIO
OHHM COKpYIIAIOT yepena. «loryasmce, — yXMbUIbHYJICSI OH. — Ternepp 3Ta Tpolka crajia ajis HUX
He Takou Oe3omacHoi». J[Io Beuepa OHM YCIIOKOWIIU eIlé He OTHOTO TYJISAKY. IO clienu 3a HUMH,
MOKAa3bIBaJI JIy4llIhe MPUEMBI CO IIIUTOM U KOMbEM, IEMOHCTPUPOBAJT UCKYCCTBO BJIAAECHUS MEUOM.
3aKOHUYMIIN YIIPAKHATHCS OHU TOJIBKO TOI/IA, KOrJja HaualoCh CMEPKAThCSI.

C HactyrjieHHMeM TEMHOTBHI OH BEpHYJICS B OalllHIO M 3acTal beHa pa3nesbIBaioliero ojaeHbio
HOTY.

— Twt roe e€ mocran? — youenenuto Jloia He ObUTO TIpedesna. Bps 1 KT0-To OeCKOPHICTHO
MOZIeNTIICS OBl C HUMU TaKUM KYCKOM Msica.

— Hy, MbI ¢ TpeHIMHOM Ha OXOTY XOJWJIU, BOT S U MIOACTPEJINII, — OTBETUJI beH, He oTpbIBasch
OT pabOoTHI.

— Tw1 ¢ yma comén! Bac mormm youTs!

— Jla "et, TpeHyMH cKa3aj, 4YTo MEPTBBIE YIIUIM K BOCTOYHBIM BOPOTaM, a Mbl BBIILIM Yepe3
3anaHyio KaIuTKy. Kak oH ckazain, Tak u ObUIO.

— JlagHo, Tak u ObITh, MoJoziell. Ho 4To0 Oosibilie STOro He MOBTOPSIOCHh: 6€3 MOEro BeioMa
HU LIary u3 epeBHu!

— YcHo, — obupeics ben.

— A rne Tom? Toxe, HeOOCh, FepOWCTBOBATD TIOIIEN?

— la HeT, OH B AepeBHE, B YIMHHOM JIOM€, TaM CETO[IHsI Mapaji HEBECT.

— A TBI Yero cuauIIb?

— Bcé paBHO MBI CKOPO YXOIMM, YTO Jylly TpaBUTh? — OTBETWI BeH, HO IpuYMHaA, MTOXOXKE,
ObLJ1a HE B 9TOM.

— U 10 BepHO, — cornacuiics o, — CeromHs s yuml iepeBEHCKUX, Kak OOPOThCs B OMMKHEM
6010 ¢ MepTBIKaMu. Bce cekpeThl, KOHEUHO, He TOKa3all, HO TJIABHOTO JOOWJICS — OHU TepecTaiu
00sThCSI TPUOSTMKATHLCS K HUM Ha pacCTosiHUE ynapa. BeapMa roBopuiia o jonre, kayiieM B JlecHoi
3acTaBe, MOX0Xe, 51 ero BbIMOMHUI. CKOpO HaM NOpa BBABUTATbCA. A 3TO UTO ele? — CIpocui OH
VIS4 Ha KOJIbUYTY, JIekKallylo 3a cnuHor bena.

— T'onop npunéc. dto ['pera. f He 3HaN, YTO IeaTh U MPOCTO MOJOKUT CIOAA.

Joiin mogomén, NoAHSUI ¢ MoJia KOJbYyTy ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO IPUCMOTpelics K Hell. Bes pxasad,
MIOKpbITasi OypbIMU TSATHAMU 3aCOXIIIEH KPOBU, OHA HE pa3 cracalia )u3Hb ero apyra. Ho B aTot pas
OHa OKa3alach OECIONEe3HOM.

— Jlepxu, OYUCTH €€ XOPOIIIEHbKO MMeCOYKOM, CUMTal, 3TO MPOIIAIbHBIN nogapok ot ['pera, —
MPOTSIHYJI OH PYKY C Konbuyroit beny. — Tebe Oyzner BeMkoBara, HO HaJIel0Ch, Thl OOPACTEIIL MsIC-
KOM, — YJIBIOHYJICSI OH.

— Cnacu60, — cmytuics ben.

VXxoasmumii 1eHb CMEHSJICS AHEM HOBBIM, & OHM BCE HUKAK HE MOIJIM MOKUHYTH JepeBHI0. To
cosonrHa bena emé He Obuta roTOBa, TO TOMY B KOTOPBI pa3 HyKeH ObLT «elI€ TeHEUeK, Ja0bl CHITbI
BOCCTAHOBHTB». [I0II TPOBOIMII BpeMsl B YUe€OHBIX 0OSIX ¢ CeIsTHaMH, MHOT/Ia B30OMpaJICs 32 CTEHY,
TOJIOKUTD MAPOUKY T'YJISIK, Aa pacxakuBal 1o camou creHe. Ha BeicoTe nsitu pyTOB 10 BCel e€ AIMHE
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MPOXOWIIa y3Kas raatdopma, Ha KOTOPOU C TPYJIOM MOTJIM Pa30MTHUCH JIBa UeslOBeKa. MecTHbIE yike
nepecTany oOpalarh Ha HUIX BHUMaHKe, 1a ¥ [ OHOp cTaut BcE pexe UX HaBeIlaTh.

Hogeliii 1eHb Havasicsl Kak M MpeablAyIui, XOJOIHBM MOPOCSIIUM J0KIEM. oW HaKUHYI
Ha TUIeYM CTapbIid IJIaIll, KOTOPBIM C HUM TMOJIETIIICS KTO-TO U3 MeCTHBIX. [1ar ObuT BeJIMKOBAT, 3aTO
B HErO MOJKHO OBUIO YKyTaThCsl LeTMKOM. OH yke coOpalicsi BBIXOIUTh, KaK YCIIBIIIIAN C YAHIIb Yei-
TO CPBIBAIOIIMICS KPHK:

— I'ynaxu! Tpesora! Bee Ha crenst!

Joiin cpasy MOHsI, UTO JIeNO He JIaJHO. B ABepHON poeM, OH HUYEro He MOT' pa3miIseTh, TaK
Kak 0030p 3aKpbIBaJIH KPBIIIK 10MOB. OH pa3BepHYJICS U ITHYJ OJIMKANIIero K Hemy crsimero — Toma.

— A! B uém zeno? — 3amopraii oH Iia3aMu OT IpyOoro mpoOykIeHHs.

— Jleno npsiub, ofieBalTeCch U Ha CTEHY.

Towm Bpe3an beHy 1 moka TOT POTUPAJ I71a3a, caM yxke HaTsATUBaJl BTOpoil caror. ben cpazy
BCE TMOHSJT U HE CTaJl 33/1aBaTh BOMPOCH], a MPOCTO HAISUTII Ha ce0si Koybuyry. JIOiT MOJTHOCTHIO
coOpaJICs ¥ BHICKOUMIT HA YJIMILY.

— Crona, kK BopotaM! — Kpryast KTO-To Baau. — Tanw OpéBHA, YKpeIuisiii CTBOPKH !

Ora ¢pasza cwipbHO Hanyraia [oina. «Yro ke TaM TBOPUTBCS, UTO OHU TaK IEpPEKUBAIOT
3a BopoTa?» — nogyMai oH. o1 mocrenu 3a0paThCsi Ha CTEHY M OTKPBIBIIASCS KAPTUHA MTOBEPIJIa
ero B yXac: BeCh JieC IPOCTO Kuies MEPTBHIMU. Camble ONM3KKE K HUM yXke ObUTH Ha PACCTOSTHUU
MONIETA CTPeJibl, HO HUKTO HE CTPEJIsLI: JIIOAU He XOTEIU TepsATh LIEHHBbIE CHAPSIbI, O0sICh MpOMax-
HYTbCSI MUMO LIEJIH.

— boru Bcemorymme! Tam ke mogu! — pasgancs cnpasa ronoc Toma. Ilapenn yxke crosin
Ha CTeHe, B IIoJIyTopa jAecsATKax caxeHen ot [Joina. — Otkpoiite BopoTta! Bbl TOTKHBI MX BIYCTUTH! —
Kpruaa ToM, HO HEKTO €ro He CIylall.

— Ycnoko¥cs, Tel HIYEM UM He MIOMOXEIllb, — CKa3aJl KTO-TO CO CTEHBI.

— Onu ynum B Jiec paau Onara Beeil jepeBHu! OHM ke ceifuac moruoHyT!

— MBI HEe MOXeM M TTOMOYb, TYJISIKH CITUIIKOM OJIM3KO0, — BCE TOT ke Tosioc BTopus Tomy.

— Hy nagHo, — ¢ rHeBoM Bbinamiia Tom, mepeckount yepe3 OpEéBHa, TIOBUC HA PyKaX, OTTOJK-
HYJICS1 HOTOM Y MPBITHYI, TIEpeJieTast poB.

[Tpuzeminiicsi OH He OUEHb yIAYHO: HAMOKIIIAsl [JIMHA MO/IBEJIA €r0 ¥ OH MOCKOJIB3HYJICS, MOJI-
BEPHYB JIONBUKKY. Biimokaiiiast K Hemy JIeByIlKa ObUla B MATHAIIATH CAXKEeHsX OT Hero, Tom 3amaxai
PYKaMH M HEYKJIIO)Ke ITOCKaKaJ eil HaBcTpedy. JleByliika 3aMeTHia ero U B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha He€ Harasl
MEPTBBIKA. OH BIENWICS il B pyKy CBOMMH 3y0aMH U €€ MpeAIuieube OKPacHIoch anbiM. U B TOT ke
MUT OCTpbIF Meu Toma BOH3MJICS B 3aThIJIOK BOCCTaBIero. Tenepp yxe OKOHYaTeTbHO MEPTBOE TEJIO
MPUAABIIIO JEBYIIKY K 3eMiie. TOM CMXHYJ ero B OOK M MOMOT MOAHSTHCS PAaHEHHOW KpacaBHUIIE.
['ne-To mobmu3ocTu paznmancs Kpuk U ToMm yBHIeN, Kak MepTBelbl JOrHAIu MyxunHy. OH OTBep-
HYJICSI M TIOOE:KaJl K CTeHe Talla 3a CoOO0M JeBYIIKY K TOMY MECTY, OTKY/1a OH CIPBITHYJI. Bputo BUgHO,
KaK KaX[JbI mar qaércs emy Bc€ ¢ 6ompmmM TpyaoM. Co CTeHbI YXe CKUHYJIM BEpEBKY, Kak BHOBb
pasgaiicsa Kpuk. TOM MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY M YBUAEJ, YTO Y BOPOT MEPTBBIE HACTUIJIM BTOPYIO JAEBYIIKY.
Cpenu rBajiTa OH PACCHBINIAT 3BOH TETUBB M OOEPHYJICS — TO33M HEro Majaj Ha CIUHY TyJsKa
CO cTpeJiol, Topuariei u3o j6a. OH orsaencs: BCE OOJbIle MEPTBEIOB IITM K HUM CO BCEX CTOPOH.
Toraa oH moacagui JEBYIIKY U Ty BTSHYJIM HaBepX, IepeTamyB yepe3 creHy. ToMm emé pa3 odep-
HYJICSI, TIEPECTYIIMJI C HOTY Ha HOTY, ¥ BAPYT CYIOpPOra OCTpoy OOJbIO TPOCTPENTIa €My JIOABIKKY.
ToM Hauan nagath ¥ pa3MaxuBaTh pyKamu, Kak BIPYT Nepe/l HUM MOSIBUIACh CIIacUTeIbHAs BepeBKal
OH nEpHyJICs, HO HE CXBAaTWJI €€, a JIMIIb yaapul najibiiaMu. BepéBka orckounsa u Tom cBanuics
B poB. O/IHO U3 KOJIBEB MPOTKHYJIO €ro OOK, CJIOMAJIOCh, U €r0 OCTPUE BHIIUIO U3 KUBOTA TApHS.
Takoe ke KpacHOe, KaK IUTaHAApT UX JIETUOHA.

— Tom! — 3aopasn Hoit. — Tom! [Mogaumarics!!!

Bbi10 BUHO, Kak mpeBo3Morast 60J1b, MapeHb BCTaJl BO BeCh pOCT. TOM CXBAaTHJICS 32 BEPEBKY,
a Jloiin, cBUcas cBEpXy, TAHYJ K HeMy pyky. [Iporién kakoit-to mur u Tom, OTOpBaBIIKCH OT 3€MIIH,
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B3MBLT HaBcTpeuy [oiny. Ero panocts mummiack cOBceM HEIONTO: MPOIIUIa CeKyH/a rmpexae uem Tom
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK M3Ma3aHHAs B IPs3M BepEBKA BBHICKAIB3BIBACT y Hero u3 pyk. o népHysncs
Kk Tomy, HO ero pyka BMECTO JIaJIOHM TOBapHIlla CXBATUJIA TOJILKO BO3/1yX. TOM JOCTHUT 3eMJIM U KyOa-
pem ckatuiicst B po. M3 ero cepaiia Topyaiia eie ofHa 3aroueHHas aepessiika. «OH ymep repoem,
XOTsI MOT' JIaJIbIlIe KUTh MPOCTBIM TMApHEM, — MPOMENIbKHYJIM B TaMsATH Jloina cjioBa BeIbMBI. —
Benpma e ommbnack». Ha Toma TyT e HaBaJWJIOCh C AECSATOK MEPTBEIOB U €r0 TeJO CKPBUIOCH
MOJ] MX KUIIAIEH MacCOM.

— Koms€ MHe, OpicTpo! — pacniopsiausics J1owi.

Uepes MrHOBEHHE B €ro pyKax yxke ObUla JUIMHHAS MAJTKa C OCTPbIM HAKOHEYHUKOM. J0iin epe-
BECHJICSI Yepe3 CTeHY M Hayajl pa3 3a pa3oM OUTh 1O rojioBaM ryjskam. [lecsts, qBaauaTh, TPUI-
1aTh. .. OH BCE OWJI ¥ OWJI, Kyda TeJl pociia, HO KaK TOJIBKO KTO-TO Majajl, ero MecTo 3aHUMaJs APYTOi.

— Cioga! K Boporam! — ycnbiman oH npusbB. — Tammre eme OpeBeH, OHM BBLUIAMBIBAIOT
CTBOpPKH!

Joiin oGepHyJICS Ha TOJIOC U YXKACHYJICS: Yy/IOBHUIIHAS Macca MEPTBELIOB, HallepeB Ha BOPOTa
ME/IJIEHHO HO BEPHO BbIIABJIMBAJIa MX BO BHYTpPb. [1epBblil psiy MEPTBELIOB IPEBPATUIICS B KYCKH pa3-
JABJIEHHOTO MsICa, CBOMMHU TeJIaMU CO3/JaBasi MSTKYIO MPOCIONKY MEXIY JepeBoM U Tosmou. own
MOCMOTpEJ TY/a, T/ie TOIBKO YTO OWJI TIO TOJIOBaM BOCCTaBIIMM. «M 31ech ToMmATCs, Kak Oe3yMHBIE.
VX npuBiekaeT 3amax KpoBH!» — IOrajiajcs OH, MEPEeBECUIICS Yepe3 CTeHY U C JBOMHBIM PBEHUEM
MIPUHSLICS IPOOUBATH TOJOBHI. JIyIHUKY OOCTpEeIMBaIM TOJITY Y BOPOT, HO TIABIIUE T'YJISKH ITPOIOT-
’anu ObITh OE3BOJIBHBIMU YYACTHUKAMU IITYpMa BOPOT: HE B CHJIAX YMAcTh HA 3eMJIIO, OHH IPOCTO
packayMBaJIMCh B TaKT JABMXEHUs Tonmsl. Paznancs xpycr u [loiin BHOBb B3IIsIHYN Ha BopoTa. OHu
AepKaJnch HAa JOOPOM CJIOBE U OH, CIIPBITHYB CO CTEHBI, MOCHENIT K HUM. [I0i1 morocnesn BoBpeMsi:
KaK TOJIbBKO OH O6HEI)KI/IH M€Y, BOpPOTa, BblJIaMbIBaA IETIN, C IIPOH3UTEJIBHBIM CKPHUIIOM IIPOTrHYJIHCh,
Y opaa MEPTBBIX XJIbIHY/IA BHYTPb. CriepBa eMy MoKa3ajaoch, YTO BCE HE TaK YK CTPAIIHO: MEPBbIE
PSIIIBI, TOJIKaeMble B CIIMHY OCTTLHBIMH, JIETEIM Ha 3MJTIO BIIEPEN HOCOM, O HUX CHOTHIKAJIMCH Clie-
AyIOIe U TOXE OKa3blBAIUCH Ha 3emye. M Tak Mpomomkanoch JAOBOJIBHO JOJTO, MOKA, HAKOHEII,
MEPTBbIE HE TIepelarHyiy 3Ty nperpaay. JIydHUKY CTpessui yxe BHYTpPb A€PEeBHH, HO UX padoTa
OblIa Kak Karuiss B Mope. MEpTBbIe HeC/IUCh CIUIONIHBIM MTOTOKOM, TIONOOHbIE HEYMOJIMMON CTUXHUU
pacTekasich 1o Bcell aepeBHe, 1 Jloii ene ycrieBal yHOCUTh HOTH, criacasi CBOIo Kypy. Kpuku pas-
JVPAeMbIX BXHBYIO JIIOJIEH OH CJIBIIIAJ TOCTOSTHHO. MEPTBBIE OTpe3aliu MyTH CriaceHus OoJiee Hepac-
TOPOIHBIX 3AIUTHUKOB M OYKBAJIBHO pa3phIBAJIM MX HA X0y, HE IaBasi TejlaM YIacTh Ha 3eMITIO.

— CreHna! — ycrbliian OH KpUK Y [OBEPHYJICS.

OH B3MIsIHY Ha Ty €€ 4acThb, rae norud Tom. Yepes cTeHy, KyBbIPKasCh Ha 3eMJTIO, ITEpPEeBaIH-
BaJIUCh MEPTBbIE, HO HEKOTOPBIE BCE e YMYAPSUTUCH 3alIeTIMThCS U OCTAaThCs Ha 1uiatropMme, U 3TUX
HEKOTOPBIX ObLII0 MHOTO. 3alIIUTHUKH MTPHITAJIM CO CTEHBI, HO HE BHU3, 4 HA OAJIKOHBI COCE/THUX JOMOB,
nepeOUpaMCch Ha KPBIIIU W MPOAODKMIM BecTu obctpen. [loin xe nodexan 1o JlecHol 3acTaBbl
¥ MyXOU B3JieTes Ha BTOpol 3Tax. OH MOBEepHYJICS U MOAPYOMIT apy CTyIEeHeK CTapoy JeCTHUIIbL. Ta
He BbIEpIKasia Beca peciieoBaBIINX €er0 MEPTBEIOB, KOe-KakK MOJIe3IIMX 32 HUM, XPYCTHYJIA ¥ TPOX-
HYJIUCh Ha 3eMumio. JIoiT BHIOpaJicsl Ha KPBIITy M OCMOTpeN AepeBHI0. MEPTBbIE KUIIETH TMOBCIOAY,
CJIOBHO OYKaIlIK{ B Pa3BOPOIIEHHOM MypaBeHHUKE, 3aIOJIOHUB COOO aOCOTIOTHO BCE MTPOCTPAHCTBO
BOKPYT, ¥ TOJIBKO K CTapoMy J1yOy OHHM He cMesi onoiTh. «CTpaHHO, oueMy OHH ero OosTcs, —
MOJIyMaJl OH. — A, BIIpOYEM, TeMepb-TO KaKas pa3HUIlA. allUTHUKAM KOHell, B JIoMa OHH BOPBYTCS
HE TMO3Ke, YeM Yepe3 1ojdaca, 3aTeM JoOepyTcsi 10 MeHs, TPOCTO 3aJIe3yT 10 TeJlaM CBOMX Ke. A BOT
10 JIyYHUKOB JI00MpaThcsi OyAyT JIOIr0, MOXET JIeHb, 2 MOXET [[Ba, MIOKA HE CHECYT BCe 3TH JOMa
K ueptsim!» Ero B3misig CKOMb3HYIT Jauibie, 3a 3a00p, ¥ B OECKOHEYHOM MOpE IIATAIOIIUXCS Tl OH
YBUJIEIN TO, YTO 3aCTABIJIO MYypaIlIKaM MPOOekKaThCs 10 €r0 pasropsiu€HHON CITUHE.

OHa ctosi1a B cBOEM IepheBOM I1artie. OyieTast B OXOTHUYMI KOCTIOM, 60casi, OHa BO3BBIIIIAIACh
HaJl MepTBellaMH, CTOsI Ha BHICOKOM IHe. E€ Bosockl ObUTH pacTpénaHbl Ha BETPY U TO TYT, TO TaM
B HUX 6I)UII/I BIIJICTCHBI IIépHI:Ie MEpbA.
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— 51 — BoponoB auTts. BepHynach s k cede 1oMoi! — ycpliman oH e€ MeTaJUIMIeCcKuil roJoc.

A MEpTBBIE MTPOCTO Iarajr MUMO He€, He oOpalast Ha Be/IbMy HU MaJleHIlero BHUMAaHUsI.
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6. Illanaa ga Kan JIn

«Tak BOT OHO UTO, a -TO lyMaJl, [IONaJachk HaM Xopoluas KoiaayHbs. [Toka Mbl TyT TOpYanu, oHa
HacoOupaia teiyio apmuio MEpTBbIX ! [loaas TBaps!» — Bbipyrascs npo ceos Hoitn. OH BUgen, Kak
MEepTBEIIbl 3aMOJTHUIN COOO0M yke BCE CBOOOIHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPH AepeBHU. VX manbiipl, 0011-
pas IJI0Th, LIApanaid CTeHbl JOMOB, a OT HEMPEKPAIAIOIIErocs I'y/la, COCTOAILIErO U3 CTOHOB, KPSX-
TEHWH U KJIaljaHuii 3yOoB, Oornerna royosa. «Ho Toraa 3a4em ObLI0 MpUCHIIATh HAC BCEX CI0fia, HA BEp-
HYIO CMEPTb, KOT/Ia Thl MOIJIa HAC JIETKO YOUTb B Jiecy? — 1 TYT JO Hero fonuio. — Hox! — oH HarHyscst
Y JIOCTaJl U3 carora U3sIHbINA KIMHOK. — Thl He MOIJIa BOWTH B IEPEBHIO, KAK BOCCTABIIIME HE MOT'YT
nofoiT K qy0y! U aTOT mpeaMer cras TBOMM KJIIOYOM. A Mbl, OlypMaHeHHbIE TBOUM TOCTETPUIM-
CTBOM U JIOOPOXEJATENIbHOCTBIO, C 3aTYMaHEHHBIM Pa3yMOM JOCTABHJIH €ro MPsIMO MO MECTy Ha3Ha-
yeHus! Byap Thl npokiiATta, BegpMal» — crunonysn IO U ckajl B KyJlake pyKosITh Hoxka. «51 Bcaxy
TeOe ero Mex/1y Iia3», — MoooeIan oH cede, BCE ke TIOHMMast, YTO IO BeIbMbI €My He J1I00paThCsl.

Kpaa! INocapimanocs ceepxy. Kpaa! Kpaa! Kpaal!! [loitn 3agpan ronoBy — 10xap yxe Ipe-
KpaT MOPOCUTDb M HaJl IepeBHEN coOMpasiach ctasi BOPOHOB. Bce€ Gomnbliie 1 Gosble cieTanoch ux
CO BCEX CTOPOH, OYEPHsSl CBOMM IPUCYTCTBHEM He0o. M BOT yxe MX KapKaHbe CTaJlO 3arilyllaTh
CTOHBI MEPTBOIO BOMHCTBA. BApyr cTast pe3ko onycTuiack BHU3 M Havasa KpyKUTb IPSMO HaJl royo-
BaMM BOCCTaBHIMX. BeabMa HakJIOHWJIAach BHEpEn, Kak OyATO TOTOBWJIACH K TNPBDKKY, U B TOT ke
MUT ONMKANIIMI K Hell BOPOH Bpe3ajicsl B TOJITYy MEPTBBIX. [JOMII Tak M He MOHSUI, YTO MPOHU30IILIO,
HO OT TyJa, Ky/a yrnaj BOPOH, B3MbLJIM B BO3[lyX pa3OpBaHHble KycKu Tell. EIE HECKOIbKO psioB
MEpTBEIOB, COMTHIE C HOT, TTOJIEIH 110 Kpyry. U B 3Ty Opems He 3ameymiia HelpHYTh [Joub BopoHOB.
BHOBB 11 BHOBb NITUIIBI [TAJJAJTM HA MEPTBELIOB, OTKPbIBAs €€ MyTh B JEPEBHIO, M BE/IbMa HE yIycKasa
BO3MOKHOCTH BOCHOJIb30BAThCSl OTKPHIBAIOLIMMCS KOPUIOPOM, HECACH K MOKOPEKEHHBIM BOPOTaM.
ITpoBOpPHO J1aBUPYs MEXy COTHEH PYyK, C KaXKA0M Naauiell NTULer OHa MpUOIMKaIach K CBOEH LieJIH
1, HaKoHell, goctuma e€! Oka3aBIIMCh B pa3BOPOUYEHHOU apKe, OHAa CXBaTWJIa JBYX MOMJIETEBIINX
K Hell NTUIl ¥ CTOJKHYJa UX rosoBamu. [yxoil ynap xsecranyn [oiyia no yimam, ¥ OKpyKUBILIUE
BEIbMY MEPTBELBI PA3JIETENIMCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI. 3aTEM OHA CKMHYJIA IUIAI U CXBAaTWJIACh 33 OCTaB-
LIyI0CS BUCEBILYIO CTBOPKY, 3aMepJla Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKyH[ U ocea Ha KojieHu. C TpydoM NOIHSB-
IIMCh, BE/IbMA OIJIs/IeNIach: MEPTBBIE OOJIbIIIE HE MBITAIMCH TPOPBATHCS B JEPEBHIO, A T€, YTO yKe ObLIN
BHYTPH, HE CIEIIMJIN NOAXOAUTh K XpaHuTelbHULE Jleca. IO NOCMOTpes Ha CTEHY M YIUBUJICS:
«CTpaHHO, OOJIbIIIE HE JIE3YT, 1a K BOOOLIE OTXOAT. YTO 3TO OHA TaM jienaeT?» A Jiesiaia OHa ciieay-
foliee: MoJIoNLIa BOPUTHIK K OOIIONAHHOMY TeJly Y BOPOT U 3aJie3j1a BHYTPb OCTAaHKOB pyKamu. 0w
HE MOT' TOJIKOM IOHSATh, YTO OHA TaM JAENAET, CIUIIKOM OOJIbIIOE PACCTOsIHUE ObUIO MEXY HUMM.
Benpma BcTana, mogomnuia BIPUTHIK K MEPTBBIM, YTO-TO TaM MOBEpTeNia MaJblAMU U PE3KO BBHIOPO-
cuiia Brepén pyku. KpacHelil oTOseck Ha MTHOBEHHE OCJIENIIII €70 U B TOT € MUT HECKOJIBKO JIECSAT-
KOB MEPTBELIOB, Pa30pBaHHBIE Ha KYCKH, Pa3JieTesIMCh 10 OKpyre. Begpma Bocmons3oBanack Operibio
1 nozioekaa K criesyroniemMy Teiy. Tak jke HakJIOHWJIACh, Tak e nockpedia ero pykamu. Ho Ha sTot
pa3 BpeMeHH ObLIO ropas3o MeHsble. ok U3 OCTAHKOB 3aKOHUMJICS U CBOOOJHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO
cTayii OBICTPO 3aMOIHATh HOBblE BoccTaBlIve. OKpykEHHasA CO BCEX CTOPOH, BEIbMa PE3KO BBIIPS-
MUJIach, BHITSIHYB BBEPX MPABYIO PYKY, a 3aTeM Tak ke ObICTPO MPUCEa, XJIOMHYB JIaJOHbIO 110 3eMJIE.
CHoOBa KpacHbIi OJIECK, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO HE B3MbLI B BO3/1yX, [IPOCTO BCE MEPTBELbl B pajnyce
IeCSITKa CakeHeH, JIoMasi KOHEYHOCTH, MOKATHUIIUCh KyOapeM IpoYb OT He€, CJIOBHO MX CHECIIO YyJIO-
BUILHBIM [TOPbIBOM BETPA, JJake COTPACIIMM CTOSIBIUMIA PSIOM JUIMHHBINA J0M. BeapMma BbiOekasa
Ha LEHTP IUIOIIA/Y, BCTajla HE Pa3OpBaHHbIE OCTATKM MAJATOK M MOBEPHYJIACh JIMLIOM K BOPOTaM,
OKa3aBIIMCh O0KOM K [loiiry. OHa corHysa HOrM B KOJIEHSIX M BBIIPSAMIJIA CIIMHY, a 3aTeM pa3BeJa
PYKH, HaIIpaBHB UX JIAJOHAMM APYT K Apyry. Ka3zanock, BpeMs a1 He€ ocTaHOBIJIACH M OHA pelInia
MIOrOBOPUTH C JyXaMH WJIM MPeAKaMu, OTrPy3UBLIMCh B MeauTauuio. MEpTBble, Kak OyATO HEXOTs,
MeJIEHHO TIOAOMPAJIMCh K HEel, MBITasiCh epedpaThcsl Yepe3 CBOMX MOKAJIEUYSHHbBIX cCOOpaTheB, a OHa,
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TEM BPEMEHEM, HEBEPOSITHO MEJJIEHHO CBOAWJIA PyKH BmecTe. [0l 1axke C pacCTOsHUS TPEXCOT
(yToB 3amerwi1, 4TO €€ JeBasi JaJIOHb OblTa KpacHasi oT KpoBu. «HaBepHsika BTopasi Takas xe, —
PeInII OH, Cie/s 3a MOAOMPAOIIUMICS K Hell MepTBeniamu. — Hy ke, ckopee!» — MBICIIEHHO 1o0a-
pUBaJI OH €€, IIs/1s1, KaK TOJIIa MEPTBELIOB BCE CUIIbHEE C:KMMAET KOJIbLO BOKPYT AeBymku. Co cro-
POHBI Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MOCIEJHUE CEKYH/Ibl JAJIUCh €11 C HeuesoBeueckuM ycrimeM. Ho BoT e€ aionu
COIIPUKOCHYJIUCh M B TOT K€ MU JIEPEBHIO COTPSIC yAap MOPa3UTeNIbHON Molu. binxkaiiume k Her
MEpPTBELbl PA3JIETEUCh HA KYyCOUKU TaKUe MEJIKME, YTO OHU MOKPbUIM TOHKKM CJIOEM BCE CTOSIINE
PAI0M JIOMa, CTEHbI M OCTaTKM BOpoT. Creayiolye pa3pplBasiCh Ha YaCTU B3MbIBAJIM B BO3/1YX, JIETE/IN
KyOapeM, Bpe3asich B JIOMa, TEPsUTH TOJOBbI, PYKH W HOTH, MaJali, KyBBIPKasiCh BAOJb YW, Yaap
COTPSIC CTEHY U JOJIOMaJl BOPOTa, CABUHYJI C OCHOBAHMSI HECKOJIBKO JJOMOB U TOJIBKO 3aT€M €ro Chijia
npunuiack Ha [loiina. OH B3MbUI B BO3[YyX, CJIOBHO MNEPBIIIKO MOIXBAYEHHOE TYHOBEHHEM BETpa,
U3 €ro JIETKKX BBIIHIOJIO BO3/AYX, a K FOJIOBE MPUJIMJIA KPOBb, HATIOMHSIS YIIIU 'YJKUM IIlyMoM. Bpemst
TSI HErO 3aMeJJTUIIO CBOM Oer ¥ OH BUJIEIN, KaK C JOMOB CMETAaeT KPBIIIM BMECTE C TYYHUKAMH U KaK
JIIO/IA MAAAI0T Ha MATKUE MEPTBBIE TeJia. [JIeficTBUTEeTbHO MEPTBBIE. «A Ky/ia ke Jieuy 517» — 3a/1aJICsl OH
BOIIPOCOM M TYT € HBIPHYJI B TYCTYIO KpoHY jay0a. JIoi1 ¢ irymMoM IpoHECCs CKBO3b MEperieTeHUe
BETBEM, C XPYCTOM JIOMasl MX, ¥ XOPOILIEHbKO MPHUJIOKHIICS XpeOTOM K MOTy4eMy CTBOIY, a 3aTeM,
coOpaB BCe CYYKHU Ha CBOEM ITyTU BHU3, I'POXHYJICS Ha 3eMini0. «KUB! — BO3pagoBaicss OH U IOIbI-
TaJICs TIOOHSATHCS, — M Bpojie Lies». PyKku, HOTH ¥ roioBa ObUTH Ha MECTe, BOT TOJIBKO CITMHA HE XOTesa
10 KOHIIa pa3orHyThesl. «M Tak cOMET», — pelil OH, BBIHYB U3 HOXKEH MeY, U MPUXpambiBasi Opo-
CWJICS K LIGHTPY JE€PEBHU.

Ha ynuiie yxe BoBCIo Kuries1 OOi: BbIKUBIINE 3aIIMTHAKY U JTYYHUKHU CPAXaTUCh C TIOMYCOT-
Hell yleseBIIuX MepTBeLoB. [Joi1 KuHyscs K BebMe CTyIas MpsiMo 10 TeJlaM, 110 IyTH BOH3asl KJIU-
HOK B T'OJIOBBI BCEX YIIEJIEBIIMX BOCCTABIIMX. BeH yxe ObUI TaM: ¢ KOIbEM HarlepeBec OH OTOMBAJICS
OT HaCeJAIOLIMX CO BCEX CTOPOH BOCCTABLIMX, 3alllMIIas Jiexkallyilo AeBylKy. Ha koneHsax nepen
BE/IbMOM CTOS1T ceJOOOPOABIN CTAPUK, COBEPILIEHHO He 0Opaliasi BHUMaHUsI Ha BCE, YTO IMTPOUCXOANIIO
BOKPYT.

— Uro xe ThI, IeBOYKA, He mmaaumib ceOs! [la kak ke a-1o 0e3 Tebs. XBaTuT yxe yOuBaThCs,
rporiry! — ero KaJoOHbIH, TIOJHBIN CJIE3 rOJIOC OYEHb CTPAHHO COYETANICS C 0OCTAHOBKON BOKPYT.

JloWn BcTaul psiIoM C HUMU HMINA Bpara, HO, TIOXOXe, HUKTO He COOMpaJICsl HaraaTh Ha HUX.
Torma oH ycbllaa ropecTHbI BCXJIUI CTapyKa 1 00epHysics. BenbMa BCE Tak ke Jiexasia Ha CIMHe,
s B HeOO OIMYCTEBIIMM B3IJISIIOM, HE MOprasi ¥ He CBOJIS Ila3 ¢ ogHoi Touku. E€ neBas pyka
ObLy1a MOJIHATA BBEPX, KaK OyATO OHa XOTeJa JI0 Yero-To A0TAHYThCS. CTapuK YTKHYJICS JIOOM B KHCTb
e€ apyroi pyku. oil1 mpocienu 3a TeM, KyJa yKa3blBajia BelbMa U YBUJIEN, KakK BOPOHBI, IAPUB-
IIMe BBICOKO B CephbIX HeOecax, KaMHSIMM Havyajiu najgath BHU3. He noneras mo 3emid, OHM Jioma-
JIMCh, OCTABJISISA MOCIIE ce0sl JIMIIb KPOBABBIM TYMaH J1a 00J1ako YE€PHBIX MepheB. Best OKpyra notoHysa
B KpPAacHBIX I[BeTaX M MEPTBBIE, OCTABIIMECS 32 CTEHOH, KaK 10 MAaHOBEHUIO BOJIIEOHOW MaJOYKH
CTaJIM MeJIEHHO BO3BPAILIAThCS B JIeC, HAUMCTO MOTepsiB MHTEpeC K AepeBHe. E€ pyka paccnadunack,
OOMSIKJIa M yTaja Ha 3eMJTIO, IJ1a3a 3aKPbUIHCh, U CTAPUK BHOBD 3aBbUI. J{OIT B3MISIHYI Ha €€ JIaIOHU:
BCE Te 5K CUMBOJIBI INTYOOKO UCTIEHIPSITA HEKHYIO KOXKY, BOT TOJIBKO TeTieph BCE ObLIIO 3AJIUTO KPOBBIO.

BHeszanHo pasgaBiumiics rojoc I'oHOpa 3acTaBrII €ro B3IpOrHYTh:

— HoproH, kak oHa? — iepBoO€, YTO OH CIPOCHII.

— E€ Hago OTHECTH B IOM. .. — IIPOMAMIIMJI CTapUK U MOIHSI I71a3a Ha crapocty. — JKusa. ..
JIoiA1 HAKJIOHWJICS ¥ AKKYPaTHO TOHSLT IEBYIIIKY:
— Kyna?

— Hecwure B JlecHyio 3actaBy — 310 €€ JOM.

Jlorin modeskan uTo ObIJIO CHII, XOTs OOJIM B CIIMHE M CUJIBHO MEIaJi, 3amemissa ero oer. On
coBceM 3a0blI, UTO JIECTHHIIA pa3BaJInIach, HO CUTYAIMIO criac beH yxke Hecst ¢ co0oi Ipyryio.

— OnosKuI y CTeHbl, — OPOCHJII OH, TTpoOerasi MUMO.

Hovin BHOBb puHysics Briepén. Korna on mogdexan, ero yxe jaaii HECKOIbKO YeTOBeK.
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— JlaBaii e€ ciofa, akkyparHei! — qoHéccs rojoc TpeHyiHa co BTOPOro Taxa.

Hoiin nepesian AEBYLIKY JAPYTMM MApHSM U BCE BMECTE, CTapasiCh HE ClesiaTh €d XyxkKe, 3aTa-
upuin e€ HaBepx. Cieniom Biie3 'oHop u HoproH, 3a Humu ben. Jloin mogHUMAacs ociaeqHUM, TaK
KaK CIMHA BHOBB Jlasia 0 cebe 3HaTh. B utore oH 3a0pajics B OaiHio, B TPOBOPCTBE YCTYIHB JaXke
cegoBiacoMy crapuky. Jlour BopoHOB siekana HENoOIBMKHO Ha PacCTENICHHBIX LIKypax, beH yxke
TIBITAJICS] PA3BECTU KOCTEP, a CTapUK MpuctaBall K ['oHOpY.

— T'oBOpH ke, 3Haxaphp, 4TO C Heu?

— 51 He 3Haxaphb, CKOJIBKO pa3 Tede MOKHO TIOBTOPSIT.

— T'ope-To kakoe, — B3BbUI HOPTOH, CXBaTUBIINCH 3a FOJIOBY U CJIOHSACH TyJa-CIOfia.

— Ia ycriokovics Tel. Bc€ Hopmasbho ¢ TBoei [laiinoi. Cun mHoro pacrepsiia, n1a kposu. [one-
KUT napy JHeW u BcraHeT. OHa npeynpeskiaia, YTo ¢ Hel Takoe MOKET ITPOM30UTH U HacTaBUJIA,
YTO CJIEAYET JeJIaTh.

— Ox-ox-0x! — 3a0xaJ1 CTapuK.

— Bc€, uau, ve memait MHe. Ckaxu, 4TOOB BOPOTa YKPEHJIN U YTO 51 TIOSIBJIIOCH HA pacCBeTe.

Crapuk nocTosiy MUHYTY, IOY€CaJl FOJIOBY M HU CJIOBA HE TOBOPsI HANIpaBUJICA K BbIxony. [ oHOp
CTEp TOT co J10a U el pAAOM ¢ AeByIIKOi. KocTép B monmyTbMe 3aurpai si3bikamu OrHs1. o Toxe
TOMBITAJICS CECTh, HO MOJyYUJIOCh Y HETO C TPY/IOM.

— Hoiin, uro ¢ Bamu? Bel paHeHbl? — CIPOCHIT €r0 CTapocCTa.

— Her, npocTo korja Haia ciacCUTeJIbHALIA PEIINIIa YHUUTOKUTD BCE BOKPYT, 51 CTOSLT HAa KPBIIIIE
9TOro YyJHOTO 3/IaHK s, —YJIBIOHYIICS OH. — MeHs moiiMan nyo6. Ctapuk, Kak ero?

— Hopron, — noackasain 'onop.

— Ila, HoptoH, OH cKa3ai, 4To Thl JIEKAPb.

— VBHI, g He nekaps. [1laiina Hayunia MeHst Koe-4eMy, HO 3HaxapKa 3/1eCh OHa.

— 7Kaup, a TO cnivHa YTO-TO MOKajbiBaeT. OX, — BHIJOXHYJI OH, KOT/Ja OMBITAJICS CECTh MOYHI00-
Hee. — Torga ckaxu MHe, IOpOroil pyr, IOYeMy OHa KMBET B JIECy, Pa3 sIBJISETCS Balllel 3HaXapKou?

— Tak 3T0 3HAa4YMT, YTO OHA HANpaBWJIa Bac UCKaTh JlecHylo 3actaBy. A s He noragaicsd. Bor
6onBan!

— Hla, ona. Ho Thl He OTBETWJI MHE Ha BOIIPOC: NIOYEMY OHa IPOMEHsUIAa kU3Hb B JEPEBHE
Y KaMEHHBIM JIOM Ha KU3Hb B TIIYHIH U Oy0 ¢ Ayriiom?

— Tak ona xwuna B nyre? Bo gaér! Monogen aesaxa! — nopagosascs ['onop. Hoitn Huuero
HE OTBETWJI, JIMIIIb CMEPHJI €ro TKEIBIM B3MIAIOM. — XOpollo, ciaymiaite. [IpumepHo roa Hazaf,
MEPTBbIE Hauyald BCTaBaTh U3 MOTUI. KOe-KTO M3 MeCTHBIX, OYEHb BJIMSATENIbHBIN, HABEN MOKJIEMN
Ha He€ U JIepeBHs pa3eniiach Ha TeX, KTO 3a He€ U TeX, KTO MpoTuB. M crapocra pemms BbIrHaTh
€€ U3 JIEpeBHU, TEM CAMbIM YCTPAHUB ITPUUMHY KOH(IUKTA. YXO/Is OHA CKa3ajla, YTO BEPHETCS JIUIIIb
TOr/a, KOrga Mbl OyeM MeuTarh O JIETKoW cmeptr. U oHa BepHynack! CkazaTh 1o TIpaBle, s yxe
HavyaJl MCKaTh HOX, YTOOBI IPOTKHYTH ceOe cepaiie, 1a0bl He ObITh CheJeHHbIM 3ak1BO. OHa 1 paHbIle
MPOMNaiajia Ha MeCsll, Ha JIBa, HO YTO y He€ eCTh YOSKHIIE B JIeCy, 3TOrO s He 3HaI. A KaK BbI C Hell
BCTPETWINCh, YBAXKAEMBbIii?

— MBI criacanu cBoM IIKYpPHI, @ OHa Tosast TyJsiia 1o Jiecy, — yabOnyscs o

— Hy, naér! Bot 310 )eHiuna! — HacTpoeHre ['0HOpa BHOBb B3METHYJIOCH 10 HeOec.

—T'oHOP, T TOBOPWIL, YTO €€ BBI'HAJ CTAPOCTA, HO BE/Ib CTApPOCTa Thl, — 3aMeTHJ1 beH, cueBmii
y KOCTpa.

— Ha, BepHO, CTapoCTy YOWUJIM TYJSKH CITYCTSI MECSII TIOCTIe €r0 PelIeHHs], KOTjia OH IIaTaJiCcs
1o Jiecy. Ilocrne ero rudenu crapocToi BHIOpaIA MEHs.

— A mouemy ThI ceiiuac HaXOJUIIIbCS 3/1eCh, a HE Ha yiuile? — 3a7a Bonpoc Joii.

— Tlocnymaiite, yBaxxaeMblil, BBl CaMU OBbUTM CBUJIETEJIEM TOTO, YTO TBOPUJIOCH Tam. PeOsita
CaMU 3HAIOT, YTO HAJI0 3a/1es1aTh Oper u coopats Tena. [llaiina mpiMeHnIa MOITHbIE Yapbl, TOCTABUB
Oapbep BOKPYT JEPEBHU U €CJIM OH MAAET U I'YJISIKUA BEPHYTCS, TOJILKO 51 CMOTY BEPHYTb €1 )KU3HEHHbIE
CUJIbI B MTHOBEHHUE OKa. JIUIb oHa cMOKeT oTBecTr Oe/ly OT BceX Hac.
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— U kak xke Bbl COOMpaeTech «OKMBUTh» €€7 — IoMHTepecoBascs beH.

— 51 He xouy 00 3TOM Jaxe IymMarh, He TO, YTO TOBOPUTH, — ['OHOp MoMpayvHel.

Jown permmn pa3psauTb 0OCTAHOBKY:

— Tol ynomsnyn e€ ums, [aitna kaxercs. Ham oHa roBopuiia Tonbko cBou npospuuia: Joub
BoponoB, XpaHutenpHUIa Jieca, 3ammrHUNA 3eMenb CaMMUTOB M elié ¢ JecsAToK. S moObIBas
BO MHOTMX MECTax, HO HUKOI/IA HE CJIBIIIAJ TAKOTO UMEHH.

— Eé nonnoe ums — Hlaitna na Kait JIu. 1o apeBHee cammutckoe ums. B nepeBone ¢ storo
SI3BIKA OHO 03HAYAET «CUSTHUE JTYHHOTO CBETa» WM «POKAEHHAS TIO]1 TYHHBIM cBeToM». Hy, mim kak-
TO TaK.

— A noueMy e€ Ha3BaJIM UMEHHO CAMMUTCKUM MMeHeM? Bellb caMMUTOB YHUUTOXKWIIM MHOTHE
BeKa Hazax?

— Hapon — na, HO ocTanoch MHOXKECTBO cHaclvxcsl oguHoyek. OHa MOTOMOK MOTOMKOB BOT
TaKMX, OCTABIIMXCSA B KUBBIX OerienioB. E€ ponurtenu, mycts boru OyayT O1aroCKJIOHHBI K UX TyIIaMm,
ObUIM U3 3TOTO PeIKOro Hapona. B Hell oueHb CHIIbHA JIPEBHsISI KPOBb U €€ BHEIIHOCTh MOATBEP-
kaaet 370. CaMMUTBI ObUTH OYE€Hb KPACHBBI, CTPOWHBI M BBICOKH, KaK MYXXYHMHBI, TaK M KCHIIUHBIL.
Brioch 00 3aKJ1a]] 9TO BbI, MPOIIEAIINN MOIMHUPA, eI He BCTPEYaIr Ha CBOEM Iy TH TAKOW KPAaCHBOM
neBymku! — JIoWI He MOT He COTJIACUThCA. — A eIlé cCaMMUTHI ObUTH OYeHb TAJTaHTIMBBIMUA Maramu.

B TrmmHe oy npocuaeny A0 Beuepa, JIUIIb U3peka pa30aBiisis TUIIMHY KOPOTKUMHU pasro-
BopamH. «TajaHT K Maruu y He€ NEeUCTBUTENIBHO ecTh. W cMekaka Toxe. DTO Ha/lo JOIyMaTbCs,
00CTpeNSITh ApMHIO MEPTBEIIOB B3PHIBAIOIIIMMUCS BOPOHAMU», — IOV BHIITISTHYJI B IBEPHOM MTPOEM
Y YBUJIEJ UIMHHBIE TEHH, Nepecekasiuve JepeBHio. ColHIe KJIOHMWIOCh K 3aKary u Jloiln omyTu,
KaK CHJIBHO OH ycTasl. OH 3aBaimyics HAOOK, 3aKPbUT I71a3a 1 MOMEHTAJILHO ITPOBATUIICS B COH.

Jown cTosin Ha BepiiuHe OAlltHU ¥ CMOTpeN Ha OecKpaiiHue Jieca MpOCTUPAIOLITHECs] BOKPYT.
Tam, BIam, BUAHENIOCHh 03€p0, OJIECTsI Ha COJTHIIE U CJIeTIsI CBOMMH OJTMKaMu T1a3a. [l HarmpaBu
B30p BHU3 U YBH/JIEJ TOHEHBKYIO TIOJIOCOYKY BOJIBI M JJae YCIBIIIAI XKypUaHue pydyerika, OUBIIIEro 13-
T0J]1 OCHOBAHHSI X0JIMa, Ha KOTOPOM BOZIPY3HMJIach OalllHs1, U yXOASIIEro B JiecHylo vyanty. «Kak st mory
€ro CJbILaTh OTCIOA, — 3a/1aJICS OH BOIIPOCOM, — B€/lb 51 cefyac Bbllle AepeBbeB?» OTBET Ha 3TOT
BOIPOC €My HUKTO He Jan. OH crosul B oquHOuecTBe. [loia mocMoTpes Ha Jiec, 3aTeM Ha 03epo:
«Bupaarp, oH 6eKHT K OOJIBIION BOZIE, ITOT pydye€k». KTO-T0 JOTpOHYIICS 10 ero mieda u OH B3Jpor-
HyJ1, o0epHyscs u yBuzaen ['pera. Tot ObUT YUCTO BHIOPUT M KOPOTKO MOCTPHIKEH, B HOBOM KOJIbUYTE
Y Ha Mosice y Hero BUces 0Orato yKpauleHHbId Med, KOTOPbIA MPOCTO HE MOT NIPUHAJIEKATh PSAO-
BOMY JiernoHepy. ['per ylIbIOHyICS eMy U TIPOU3HEC:

— 3npaBcTByid, Apyr. Kak MHOrO BpemMeHu Mmporuio.

— I'per? Ilpusert, — ynuBuics ero nosisienuto own. — Ila, 1aBHO Tbl 371€Ch. . .

— Tel HE pan MeHs BUIETh?

— Pan, — [loiin moHUMa, 4To 4TO-TO HE TaK. — TOJBKO Tl YMEP, — BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI OH.

— Ia, BepHO, ymep. S momHI0. Thl BBIIOIHWII JONT, — HE TO CIIPOCHJI, HE TO NosicHWII eMy I'per.

— 41 He 3Ha, 4TO OT MeHs TpeGoBasioch. M He MOHMMAI0, B YEM OH 3aKJTI0YaeTCs.

— Thl Havas myThb, JOUAENIb Thl IO KOHLA, — YCJIBIINIAT OH 3HAKOMBII )KEHCKUI TOJIOC U U3-32
cnvnbl ['pera nokazanace Hlaiina na Kait JIu, oneras kak B ieHb UX BcTpeur. OHa MONIOXKUIA PYKY
Ha ruiedo ['pera u, mocMoTpeB B 171a3a [loia, rpoienTtana, — MPOCHUCH!

I'per ycraBuscst Ha CBOM pPyKH, €ro KMCTH ME/IJIEHHO Ha/lyBaJICh, BIIPOYEM, KaK U BCE TEJO.

— Ilpo1aii, — THXO MPOM3HEC OH U JIOMHYIL.

Jloiis1 BHOBb B3MBUI B BO3/YX, JIETSI CIMHOM BIEPEN U BUJS, KaK pa3/eTaeTcsl Ha KyCOYKH BbICO-
Kasl OalHs, pacKUIbIBask BOKPYT ceOsl TSKENbIe KAMHU. A OH BCE JIeTeN U JieTesl, ObICTPO YAAJISSACH
OT MaBIIel OalHu, U He ObUIO Jy0a 3a ero CIMHOM, YTOOBI IpepBaTh 3TOT MoaeT. Korma Ha 3eMitio
ynaJ ocjaeJHUI KaMeHb M BOKPYT Ha IPUJIMYHOM PACcCTOSTHUM MOJIETJIN IepeBbs, JIOWI 3aMeTnI1, 4To
Ha [IPUrOPKEe OCTAJIMCh HE TPOHYTHIMM JIMIIb /IBA TAXKA C MIEPEKPhITUEM TpeTbero. U Bapyr oH Havas
pe3Ko naaath. JJoi B3MISIHYI BHU3 U YBUJIEN 10 cOOOH CMHEBY o3epa. bymbk! U oH mpocHysicsl.
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Hoiin népHyncs u packpbli miasa. [lepen HUM Ty1eIM OCTaTKU IOTOPEBIIIEro KOCTPa, a 3a HUM
cunena Ilaitna, He oTpbiBasi B3MIsAAA OT CBOUX pyK. [lope3bl M LapanuHbl UCYe3Id C €€ JIMIIA,
HO CHHSIKH TIOJ IIa3aMU OCTAaJIUCh, Jejiast e€ BUJ KaJIKUM M TToOUThIM. J{oin B3MISAHY Ha e€ Jiajio-
KK ¥ 3aMeTHJT TpyOble Iipambl. BebMa ckrMaia u pa3kuMaia Kylaku, BUIAMO HaJesCh, YTO OHU
MIPOTIA/IYT.

— Tot npunuia, — mpousHec Lo NbITasch MOTHATHCS, HO OOJb MPUTBO3/AMIIA €ro K moiy. — 5
AymaJl HaM KOHell, a Thl Bcex cracia. Criacu6o.

— 1 3Haa CBOE BpeMsI U IOJKHOE CBOE 51 BHITIOJTHUTH YCIIeNa, — ObLJIO BUHO, UTO CJIOBA JAIOTCS
eit ¢ TpyaoM. — Tl posiBUII ce0s1 JOCTOMHO U He KaJien ceOs1, Apyrux ooeperast. Thl BHIOIHUII CBOU
JOJIT ¥ TIYTh OTKPBLJICS TIpe]] TOOOM.

— A ecnu Obl MeHs youm? — ouHTepecoBasics o

— Torma TBOE mpemHa3HAYEHUE TOCTATIOCH OBl JPYroMy, MON MaJIbuHK.

«Moit manbuuk?! — BosmyTtuics Join. — [la 3a koro oHa MeHsl IpUHUMAET, 3Ta JaeByoHKa! [la
s1 cTapiie e€ JieT Ha BOCEMb!» — a BCIIyX MPOU3HEC:

— A ckomnbko Tebde Jet?

— He roxe GnaropoqHoMy My>KUMHE TakOW BOITPOC HEBUHHOM JieBe 3a1aBaTh, — Lllaiina ynsio-
HYJ1aCh, HO TIOJIyYUJIOCh KAK-TO KHUCIIO.

JIOWJ TOTIBITAJICS TIOAHATHCS, HO CBATIMJICS Ha TETUIBIC IIIKYPbI IPUOUTHIN OOJIBIO, IIPOCTPEINB-
11eil BCE ero Teo.

— Twt ciuHy moBpen cede U B CUJIax s MIOMOYb, — Iporiesia BeapMa. — CHUMai ofesk/1y, cTec-
HEHbE 3/IeCh HE K MECTY, — U OHa Hauajia IoMOraTh €My CTATMBaTh KOJILYYTY BMECTE CO CTeraHbIM
HATEJIbHUKOM.

Jloiin niepeBepHyJIcs Ha )KUBOT M OTKPBLT Ha 0003peHHe CBOIO IIMPOKYIO CIIUHY. DTO ObLIT OIUH
CIUIOIITHOW TEMHBIN CUHSIK. Beapma mMpuiioxuia K CMHE CBOM PYKM M HajaBwia, [{oWn KpsKHYI,
HO BHe3arHo 0ok oTcTymuia. JJous BOpoHOB 1Mo Kpyry MaccupoBaia ero CIiuHy, U BO3HUKAIoIIee
11071 €€ JIAJIOHSIMU TEIUIO BOJTHAMU pacTeKasioch 1o Bcemy Teity. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, Kak OHa HaJaBuja
Ha MO3BOHOYHUK, Pa3JajiCs XPyCT U JBIIIATh CTAJI0 HEMHOTO JIerye.

— CmeHnm MecTo CBO€ TBOM KOCTH, — ckazauia Illaiina, Bnpasiisist ouepeaHoe pedpo, — HO CIIOM-
JIHHBIMH He OblTi OHU. Tenepb BcTaBaid, TOJKHO CTaTh Jierye.

Hoiin nocyrasncs u 6e3 Tpyaa MOIHSIICS, MOMPBITaT U HAKJIOHUIICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpoHY. OH
MPOTSIHYJI PYKY BellbME U MOMOT €il BCTaTh. 3aTeM OfieJiCsl M BHICKOUMJI Ha y/uily. BeabpMma Bbuiesa
cieroM. Jloiis1 MoMor el CITyCTUTBCS, TaK Kak 3aMETUJI, UTO Y He€ ¢ TPyAOM NiepeBuraiorcst Horu. OH
OIVISIAETICS: CO BUEPAIIIHETO Beyepa MaJjio YTO U3MEHWIIOCh, BE3/IE BAJISJICh MEPTBBIE TeJla U CKOJIBKO
WX HE BBIHOCWJIM, YJIUIIBI BCE PaBHO OBLTH MPOCTO YCTIaHBI Tpynamu. JIUIb BOpoTa ObLIM HACIeX
3aBaJICHBI TIOJIOMAHHBIMU CTBOpKaMu J1a OpéBHamMu. CTeHa MOKOCUIIACh BO MHOKECTBE MECT, KPBIIIIN
JOMOB KaK BETPOM CAYJIO, a JJIMHHBIA JIOM MPEJCTaBIsUT U3 ceOs HarpoMoskjaeHue OpéseH. o
MPOIIENT Yy Th-UyTh BIIEPEN ¥ IOUyBCTBOBAI, uTO [1laiinst HeT psaom ¢ HUM. OH 0OepHYJICS U yBUIET,
Kak JIEBYIIIKA CKPbUIACh 32 CTEHOW paspyieHHo# OarHu. [{ovn mocienoBan 3a Heid. OH Hamen eé
CHJIAIIEH Ha KOJICHSIX U TTOJIOKUBIIIEH PyKU KOPHHU BEKOBOTO 1yOa. [TprOIM3nBIIKCE K HEl OH MpHCET
Ha KOPTOYKHU PSIJIOM C JIEBYIIKOM.

— 310 TOXE TBOM YO, TaK?

OHa KMBHYJIA.

— §1 Tak u nousin. K HeMy mMepTBelibl He CMOTJIM MOJOUTH. §l 3TO 3aMETWI Nepe]] TeM, Kak Thl
yCTpOMJIa MECTHBIN KOHEIl CBeTa. 3aMeTHIT Obl paHbille, 3ayie3 Obl Ha HEro, a He Ha 3Ty OallHIo.

JleBylIKa HUKaK HE OTpearupoBaia.

— U BCE e OH MeH# crac: OH MoiMall MEHsl, KOrjia s MposieTal MUMO, — [l 3a1pasl rojoBy
Y YBUJIEJT JOPOKKY U3 TTOJIOMAaHHBIX CYYKOB, TEPSIOLTYIOCS T/Ie-TO B KPOHE JIepeBa.

OH Hanpsr 3peHue U 3aMEeTUJI TO, OT YEro ero cepiiie BCTPENeHYJIOCh: U3 TOJICTOrO CyKa Topual
BEJIbMUH HOX.
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— IlogBuHbBCS, — TOTECHUT OH BEIbMY M YXBATHJICS 32 HUKHHM CYK.

Join ne3 BBepX MO IMyTH BYepaiiHero najaeHus. Yepe3s MUHYTY KJIMHOK Yke ObUT y HEro
B pyKax. «/la s Be3yHUMK, yracTb C TAaKOW BBICOTHI U HE CBEPHYTH cebe I1eto», — Lo mocMoTpe
BHU3, a OT TyAa Ha Hero B3upaia [laiina, yxe nopHssiueecs ¢ kojieH. OH nomaxaii e€ pyKoil 4 rokasa
HOX. CIycK 3aHsi1 B pa3bl OOJbIlie BpeMeHH, YeM Buepa, Ho Jloiin He criermt. OKa3aBIIMCh Ha 3emIle,
OH OTHAJ JeBymike e€ HoX. OHa B3sJ1a ero, MOKPYTHJIa KJIIMHOK B pyKax U NMpoTsHyna doiiy.

— OH cmyxuT Tebe Jyulle, yeM MHe CITyXul. $1 pe3asia UM MsCO, Thl UM TBOPHJI CIIaCEHHE.

— Ho on ke TBOM. Takoi MpUINYHBIN KIMHOK HE MOXKET OBITh TIPOCTBIM OPYKHEM.

— Dr10 OBUT HOX MOETO OTIfa, Tenepb ero Tede aapio . [Ipumu ero. Eme He pa3 cocnykuT oH
Teoe.

Jloiin He Mor OTKa3aTh B 3TOW MPOCkOe, HO Tiepe]l TeM, KaK MPUHSATH KJIMHOK OH IIPOM3HEC:

— Korna s yBuzen Te0si cpeil TOJIbl MEPTBELIOB, I PEILUII, YTO 3TO ThI IIPUBEJIA BCIO 9Ty OPaBYy.
S cxxumal B pyke 3TOT HOX M Tooberman cebe BOTKHYTh ero Tedbe mpoMexk ria3, — Jloia omycTut
B3IJISI/I, €My CTAJIO OYeHb CTHITHO, 32 CBOM MBICIH U CJIOBA.

— Byzp s Ha TBOEM MecTe, a ThI CTOSI Ha ITHE, TO 51 yOrIa Obl TeOsl, He TTauKast HOXa, — YIbIOHYJIach
JEBYIIKA. — 3/1eCb HEUETO CTBIAUTHCS, MBI BCE HA IPAHU CMEPTH ObLIM, — HAPACTIEB TIPOM3HECTIA OHA. —
Bepu, — ¥ TKHYJIa pyKOSITHIO HOXA €My B TPY/b.

Jloiin mpuHsT €€ OAAPOK, CKaJl B IPaBOM PyKe U 3aCyHYJI B Carlor.

— Cnacu60, — mpousHEC OH.

— Maitna! — pazgaiics ckpunyuuii rojoc crapuka. — [laiina! Tel 3m0poBa! — npoxpurnesn oH. —
Bor, s Haimén TBOY 1uianl, gaBaii pruMepb.

JloWn pemwt ocTaBUTh MX HaeauHe. Ponuteneit oHa, moxoxe, moTepsiia, 3HAYUT ITO, CKOpee
Bcero, e€ aen. OH omisiHyJIcs U yBUeN, Kak HopToH yKyThIBasl €€ B IUIalll, a Ha e€ JIMIe cHsiia
WCKpeHHsIs yibIOKa. PemmmB He Memath um, Jloiin 3axotesn Haiitu BeHa, KOToporo He BUIeN ¢ caMoro
Beuepa, HO beH Haién ero nepeeIM.

— Jloiin, 1 XOoWJI 3a CTeHy, MBITAICA HAUTU OCTaHKU ToMa, HO TaM ero Teja v 3a TpU JHs Beel
JIepeBHEN He P3bICKaTh, — MoxasoBaics ben. — Uro nenarb-to, a?

— MbI He MOXeM CHIIETh TYT elI€ HeJemo, HaM HYKHO MITH Jajiblie. 3aBTpa YTPOM YXOIHM.
IMomomuck 3a Toma, a 51 ckaxy ['0HOpY, YTOOBI €ro IOCTOWHO MOXOPOHILTH.

— Xopormo. $1 6yny cobupaTbesi. ABOCh, MECTHBIE TTOAGSITCS POBU3HMEH, HAllla COTIOHMHA eIIE
HE TOTOBA.

— 4 ciporry y crapoctel. Ham MHOTO He Hajo, Ha HEJeso Ha JBOUX, a TaM MepeObEMCs Kak-
HUOYIb.

Joiin BepHyJIcs B OAIHIO U MPU3aAyMacs: «3aBTpa OHM MOKUHYT JEPEBHIO, & UTO Jablie?
Yro ecu MO MyTH MX IPUMYT 3a Ae3epTupoB? — IO HarHyscs ¥ MOAHSII IIeM. — TO JIMIIIHEe,
1 Med, ¥ muT. CTaHgapTHast SKUIMPOBKA JiernoHepa. OT Bcero 3Toro cieyet n30aBUThCs» . 3aCKpH-
niesia jectHuna. ot oOepHyICcsS U YBUIE BEPHYBIIYIOCS B IOM BEJbMY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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