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JIngusa AnekceeBHa Uapckas
JlecoBnuka

Zopozomy, eduricmeenromy moemy FOpuxy
nocesuao 3mi NoGecn1b

...TOrJa O)KUBaJI cTapblil jjec. CBETISIKUA 3aKUTAINCh B TPaBE, U Ky3HEUMKU
nenmu Ha ObumHKax. JlyHa Bcxommna. [omyOble a7mb(dbl KpYXWUIHCh B BO3IYXE,
HapAOHBIE U NIECTPBIE, KAK MOTBUIBKM. . .

N npa3nHuk HauMHAJICA. ..

N3 vamuy HenpoHMIIaeMOl BBIXOIWJIM CTapble, XpPOMbIE JIEIIUE, C KO3bUMU
HOTaMH, U MOJIOfIble, CTPOMHBIE, CMYIJIbIE JIECOBUUKH, 3E€JIEHOKYIpbIE, C IJla3aMu
TEeMHBIMH, KaK HOYHASI MIJIa, C KOCAMU JIO TISIT, C XUIIHOW YABIOKOM, YTPIOMO U TIUKO
ecensmecs. .. M pycanku U3 TOIKUX 03€p, NOAPYTM TeX 3€JIEHOKYAPBIX LIAPEBEH
Jieca, yIpiOMbIX U CTPAIIHBIX JIECHBIX CHOWILT, CMESICh, BBITLTBIBAIIU. . .

N npa3nHuk HauMHAJICA. ..

OmpuoleoK U3 Heu30aHHOT CKA3KU



JI. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuuka»

Yacrs nepsas
B PO30BOHU YCAJIBBE

I'maBal
CMmepTeabHast 0MaCHOCTh. — BoicTpea

— OcranoBure ux! OcraHoBuTe! — NPOH3UTEIBHO PE3KO MPOHECCH IO JIECY TPOMKUM, OTYASIH-
HBII BOILJIb.

Ho Hukakue cuiibl He MOTJIM Obl OCTAHOBUTH BUXPEM MUaBIlieiicst Tporku. BHe3anmHo pasbirpas-
I1asicsl Tpo3a ¢ TPOMOBBIMHU YJapaMy M 3UT3araMy MOJIHMH TIPUBEJIa B HEUCTOBOE OCIIEHCTBO KOHEH.
OHnu c1oMs TOJIOBY HECTTUCH BCE BIepell U BIIEpesl, C KakI01 MUHYTOM Bce yckopsis Oer. Kyuep ensa
YAEPKUBAJI BOXKKHU U, 10 XPUIIOTHI HAAPBIBASICh, KpUYaJl HA OIMYABIIHUX OT CTpaxa )KUBOTHBIX.

Korna orHeHHble WIJIbI MOJHUE MPOpe3aid YepHoe HeOO, OCBellasi Ha KOPOTKME MTHOBEHUS
JIec, 3 KOJISICKY BBIIJISIIBIBAIIO CMEPTEJIBHO OJIeJHOE JIMUMKO MOJIOICHBKOM JIEBYIIIKH, & PSIIOM C HUM
HE MEHee B3BOJTHOBAHHOE JIMIIO MOKHUJIOTO MYKUMHBI.

— INama! mana! Eciiu AHAPOH He yIep:KUT KOHel — Mbl TIOTHOHeM. .. Beslb 31ech OKHA ObITh
Henozaajneky YeproBa macth... DTO yKaCHO! yKacHO! — UCCTYIUIEHHO 3BEHEN BCE TOT K€ CPBIBAIO-
LIUICS, UCITYTAaHHBIMA U IPOKALIUI TOJIOCOK.

— Ycnokoiicg, Hata! Ycnokorics, mos geBouka. bor gact, MHI. ..

Ho ronoc myxuunbl copascs, He AoroBopuB (pasbl. HoBbiid, elle Gonee OTUasHHBIN yaap
rpoma MoTpsIC JIEC C €T BEPILIMHBI JO OCHOBAaHUSA. B TOT e MUT JIOIIaAu pBaHY/IMCh BIIEPE, CO CTpalll-
HOW CHJIOW M TIOHECITUCh Oe3 YIepiKy.

— M1 oru6sm! — BHIPBAJIOCh HOBBIM BOILIEM U3 TITyOMHBI KOJIsicku. — Mama! Bepouka! Hab!
He yBuxy Bac 6osnbine. .. Hukorna. .. HUKOr/a. .. — pblaaj, CppIBasCh Ha Kak 0N HOTE, BBIMYUCHHBIH
yKacOM TOHKHI T'OJIOCOK JEBYIIKU.

ThMa HOUM McUe3asia U CHOBA YepHesia; CBeT MEHSUICSl CO MIJIOM, Kak Obl Urpasi B yXKacHYIo,
3JI0AEUCKYIO U CTUXUIHYIO Urpy. BenrKkaHbl-1epeBbs IIyMeu IIIyX0 U 3JI0Belle. A TaM, HeBJIaJIeKe,
B BOCbMU WJIM JAECATHU CAKEHSIX, 3UsJIa CTPAIIHBIM, OE30HHBIM I71a30M UepToBa nactb, OrPOMHbBIN U
rTyOOKHI OOpBIB, CKOpee MPONAacTh, CKPBIBABIIASICS B TIIyOWHE JIGCHOW Yallly.

Jlomaay Hecauch NMpsIMO K oOpbIBy. Ellle MUHYTa — M KOJIsICKA ¢ TIyTHUKAMK JOJDKHA ObLIa
HEMUHYEMO MCUe3HYTb B Oe3710HHOM niporacti. OO0 yaeprke KOHEH He MOTJIO ObITh U PeUH. .. DKUTAK,
yBJIeKaeMblil MU, MYAJICS, KaK XKaJKas UTPYILIKa, Tyaa, K THOeNu U CMepTy, Bce BIepell U BIepel. . .
OTyasiHHBIE BOILUIM TENEPh HEMPEPHIBHO 3BYYAIN U3 KOJISCKH. . .

Kyuep enBa nepxaics Ha Ko3/aX, YXBAaTHBILIKCH 32 Kpasi UX 00EUMHU PyKamH, MPeJOCTaBUB
TIOJTHYIO BOJIO JIOIIAsIM, He Oyay4d B CUJIaX UX YOAepKaThb.

Bort onu yxe B nstu marax ot YepToBoii mactu, OJ1M30CTH KOTOPO HE YYIOT pasropsiueHHbIe
ckaukoii Jommagy. .. Eme omuxe. .. Eme... «Ceituac... Bor... cmepTh Oe3BpeMeHHasl. .. ykacHas. ..
Hen30exkHas. ..» — MeJIbKaeT B rOJIOBEe MyTHUKOB, 3aTUXIIUX B IIIyONMHE KOJISICKHU. . .

Baopyr...

Cyxoit Tpeck... Kpuk y oOpsiBa... VI HeoxxuaaHHO, cpelu 3aTUXILE Ha MTHOBEHHUE T'PO3bI,
pazja’ics 1o Jiecy IyJaKuil BbicTpen. KopeHHUK Tpoiku caenall OTYassHHEMIINN CKauOK U, OECCUITBHO
MOBHMCHYB Ha JIyTre, CTasl TSKEJO MpUMagaTh K 3eMJie BCEM CBOMM CUJIbHBIM TYJIOBULIEM. Teruias,
JIMTIKas CTPYs MOTEKJa y Hero 1o Jioy.

Kopennuk Obu1 MepTB, CpakeHHBI METKOW mmyneil. [IBe npyrue Jomaayd CTald Ha MecTe,
TSKEJIO ABIIIA, POHSAS MEHY U U3[1aBasl POJOIKUTEIBHOE XPUIICHHE. . .

OO6neryeHHblii B3/10X BHIPBAJICS U3 TP CITYTHUKOB, CUJEBIINX B KOJISCKE.
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— AHJIpOH, 0TKyAa 3TOT BeIcTpes? Kto cTpensn? — OKJIMKHYJ Kydyepa JpoXKallyi rojioc.

Tot yxe cromns, 4yTh KMBOM, C KO3€J U BO3WICS OKOJO MEPTBOIO KOPEHHMKA, pacrpsras
TpoiKy... CnaceHue nocneso BoBpeMs... Konscka Haxoquiiachk BCEro B AByX aplIMHAX OT KPyTOro
ckata YepToBoil macTu.

— 3, KTO TYT? — KPUKHYJI AHJPOH, YyTh pa3inyasi BO TbMe IIEBEIMBIIYIOCS TYT K€ Y IIPONacTu
YyepHylo, HeOobIyo urypy. — 3adem crpensin? Dit! Kro 1ei?

UepHast ¢urypa, cTosiBIIasi y caMoro Kpasi oOpbiBa, 3allleBeInIach, MOTOM OMYCTHJIA elle
JbIMMBLLEECS PYKbE, U U3-T10/] YEPHOTO HEITPOMOKAEMOI'0 KOXKyXa C KaIIOIIOHOM IPO3BYyYasl TUXUI
OTBET:

— Hapno 6bu10 cTpensTh. .. MiHaue Obl BB BCE TY/A... B PONACTb... A OT BBICTpeJIa KOHH OIOM-
HWIKUCK. .. CTaNM. .. Jlocasia TOJIBKO: HEYastHHO YOUT KOpeHHHUK. .. He Xotenock. .. Uto nenars. .. npu-
IIUIOCh TTOKEPTBOBATD JIOIIA/IBIO. . .

I'onoc 3Byuyan HEPOBHO U INIYXO, TOYHO INEpPEeNnyraHHbld UM B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM BCEM CIIy4MB-
LIMMCS.

— Cnacu6o!.. clacu6o!.. bor ¢ Helo, ¢ Bynankoii!.. Bel Hac Beex criaciu. .. Cam ['ocnions Hato-
YMUJI BaC CTPEJISATh, — TOPSUO OTBEYA MY)KUMHA, BHICKAKUBAs U3 KOISICKUA. — MbI BaM 0OsI3aHBI K13~
HbIO... Ckaxwure xke, KTo BbI?.. [1o pocTy 1 ronocy Mayibumk. .. pedeHokK. .. Kak Tebst 30ByT, romyo-
YMK? — JJACKOBO 3aKJIIOYMJI OH CBOIO PEYb.

Ho uepnas ¢urypka monyana.

AHIIpOH MEX1y TeM CyeTHJICS OKOJIO youToii bynanku.

— OX, ThI, TOPIOIIKO-TOpPE. .. 3HATHBIN 0BT KOHEK, — PacTepsHHO JierieTas oH cede mop Hoc. — U
Kak TeOs1 yropasauJio mpsiMo B MOpAy cTpensTh?.. To jm Obl fes1o B HOTH. .. 2KUB Obl OCTaJICS KOHEK. . .
A 10 B 100! DX, 3X, KaBep3HOe JeJI0 YOBITOK KaKOU BHIIIEN. .. bapuH, Bale CHATeIbCTBO, OOJIBIION
yOBITOK, OaTiomika rpad. ..

— Momnuu, Aagpon! OH HaM KU3HB CIIAC, ITOT BBICTPEII, — CTPOTr'O IPUKPUKHYJI TOT, KOTO Ky4ep
MOYTUTEJILHO HA3bIBAJl «BaIlIUM CUSITEILCTBOM» U «T'PapoM».

3areM OH CHOBa 0OpaTuJics K YepHOU (purypke:

— Jla ckaxwu ke MHe TBO€ UMsI, MaJIbuyTaH, YTOObI s 3HaJI, KOMY Mbl 00s13aHbI JKM3HBIO. A 3aBTpa,
4yTh CBET, Ipuxoau B Po3zoBoe. .. 9 orOnaromapio teds mmeapo. . .

Ho uepnas ¢urypka no-npexseMy Mosyaia.

AHIPOH MeX Iy TeEM OTIIPAT Jiommaaei. Tskeno XJI0nHy1ack 0 3eMJII0 MepTBasi rojioBa bynaHkwy,
10 9TO MUHYTHI BUCEBIIIAs HA yNpsiky Ayrod. C TUKUM XpUIIEHUEM JBE ApyTHUe JIoIaIy HONATHINC
Hazaq. AHIPOH BOPSAT OJHY U3 HUX HAa MECTO YOUTOMH, APYTYIO K «IIPUCTSIKKE» U, OOBSIBIISAS, UTO BCE
rOTOBO M MOKHO €XaTh JaJIbllle, MOJOIIE] K CBOEMY FOCIIOJUHY, BCE €LIe B HEJOYMEHUU CTOSIBIIEMY
repesi Norpy’keHHOW B MOJTYaHUE TAMHCTBEHHOH (DUTYPKOU.

— Hy, 4gero 3aynpsimusics? ['oBopH, 4TO J1K, KTO ThI €CTh, O€3bSI3BIKMI THI STAKUI! — C CYpOBOM
JIACKOBOCTBIO OOPATUIICS] K CBOEMY HE3HAKOMOMY CITaCUTENI0 AHAPOH.

B Ty xe MUHYTY, TIOCJIe IOJTOrO MPOMEXYTKa BPEMEHH, BHE3AITHO CHOBA OJIECHYJIA MOJIHHUS.
bnecnyna u o3apuiia cuATENbHOTO rOCIOANHA, JOPOKHYIO KOJSICKY M MEPTBYIO JIOIIA/Ib Y CKara B
OOpBIB. ..
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OcgeTniia OHa 1 YepHYI0 (PUTYPKY B KOJKYXE, C PY’)KbeM B PyKax, CMYIJIOe, IOHOE JIMYMKO, CITy-
TaHHbIE, YepHbIEe KyIpH, ObICTpbIE, YEPHBIE, YTPIOMO TOpsIIME I71a3a U B3I JUKOTO 3BEPhKa IMOJ
I'yCTBIMUA HAaXMYPEHHBIMUA OPOBSIMU.

— JlecoBuuka! — HEOKMIAHHO UCITYTAHHBIM 3BYKOM BBIPBAJIOCH U3 Py AHPOHA, ¥ OH MOIS-
THJICS Ha JjBa 111ara Hazal.

UYepHas ¢purypka OTIpsiHY/IA B CTOPOHY M OBICTPO McYe3/ia B KyCTax. ..
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I'nasa 11
ITocJie rpo3nl

I'poza 3atuxna. doxap nepecrai. Konsicka, 3anpsikeHHast yke TOJIbKO Napolo Jiolmaaen (Mepr-
BOrO KOPEHHHMKA OCTABWJIM HA Kpaio 0OpbIBa), TUXO U MEPHO KAaTUJIACh TIO JIECHOM JIOpOTe.

Moutyana HOYb. ..

A B 310 BpeMs1 uepHasi (purypka ¢ pyxkbeM B pyKe 0071po 1miarayia oT YepToBo# acTu B IITyOUHY
JIECHOM Yallly.

UepHas ¢purypka cOpocria ¢ roJIoBbl KJI€eHUaThIH KAITIOIIOH U, TIOJICTABUB CBOIO Pa3ropsTyeH-
HYIO T'OJIOBY HAaBCTpEUy CBEXEW MIONILCKOM HOYM, C HACIAaX/IEHUEM BJIbIXaja Pa30M OUMCTHBIIMICS
OT J1IyXOThbl BO3/YX.

— Kanp nomagu, — pasmeinuisiia ¢gurypka. — Ila uro genars? ['pad npas: jydiie ObUI0 OIHY
Bynanky, Hexenu Bcex ux oraarh cMeptu... Kak xoporno, uyto nogocnena Bopems!.. TouHo cuia
Kakas-To K UepToBoy nacTy MeHs ToJIKaja. .. U pykbe Kak HapO4HO B3s1a... A TYT rpo3a BHE3AITHO
U «OHW»... JKasp, 4TO HE yAasoCh MOBUJATH KaK ClIELyeT MOJIOIEHbKYIO0 IpadUHIONMIKY. .. BUKTOp
rOBOPWJI KpacaBulia. .. BepHo, xoTs1 6enasi, uto Oymara. .. AX, TOJBKO IUIOXO0, KOJU AsIs PYXKbs XBa-
tuTcs. .. Pyrare craner... [logu, eme cnut... OnsaTh HE B CBOEM BUJIE BEpHYJICS U3 JIepeBHU. .. [lo
3aBTpa MpOCHHT. .. A JioBKko nonasio!.. Xiom Ha Mecte! [Ipsavo B 1100. .. Kydep uicnyrascs, kKak yBu-
nen: «Jlecopnuka!» kpuuwr. .. Imynsiii! Hebock, Tenepb HaBpeT ¢ nojkopoda ceoeMy rpady, uro s
Y TPO3Y-TO Ha HUX Hacjana... JlecoBuuka Bejib 1. .. KOJJIOBCKoe oTpofbe!.. Xa, xa, xa! Xa!

I'poMkwid, pe3kuii cMex BHE3AITHO HApYIIUI MEPTBEHHYIO TUILIMHY Jieca. JIUKO U CTPaHHO Mpo-
3Byuasl oH. EMy oTBeTH/IM GeCurCIeHHbIe OTTOJIOCKH 9Xa U3 TIIyOWHBI Yaiy. TOYHO THICSYM YEPHBIX
JOYXOB HOYM 3aIleJIv B JIECY CBOM 3JI0BELIUI U CTPALIHBIA THMH.

HeoxunanHo, Koraa nociieiHsisi HOTKa ellle Apokaia B HOUHOM BO3yXe, iepesi YepHou puryp-
KOH, KaK U3-TI0J 3eMJIH, BBIPOC B TEMHOTE KTO-TO OI'POMHBIN, IITMPOKOILICUHH.

— Kro Tyt msiercsi? a? — mporpement Hajl HElo 3bIYHBIN U TPyObIid TOJIOC.

— 29710 4, gand, !

— Yo 3a npasosnbimaa!l Kcanpka! YTo THI HE CIUIIbL, HOYHAs coBa?

durypka czenana ObUIO0 CKAYOK B CTOPOHY, KaK ObI XKeJlask yKPbIThCS.

«Pyxbe ceituac 3ameTuTt, 6eaal» — BUXpeM IMPOHECTACh B MO3TY UCITyTaHHAsI MBIC]Tb.

Ho 6b110 yxe mo3aHo. OrpoMHBIA YeJIOBeK HaIllynal B TEMHOTE 3HAKOMBIA CTBOJ PYXKbs U
pas3pasmics LIeJIBIM MOTOKOM OpaHu U TIPOKJISITHI.

— Vkpana! Cranyna-taku! [Tocroii e, moroau Tbl, mojyias aeB4oHka! f x tede 3amam! IMoruis-
1mienisb 1ol y MeHs!.. Ilotepsienis 0XoTy TackaTh 4yxoe J00po, APSHb ThI STaKas!..

W BBIpBaB Tpy0dO pykbe U3 PyK OMNEHMBIICH (PUTYPKH, OTPOMHBIA YEIOBEK M30 BCEW CHJIBI
TOJIKHYJI €€ BIIEpejl.

[IponeTeB OT HEro HECKOJIBKO 1IArOB C BHITSIHYTHIMU BIIEpe]] pyKaMu, (pUrypKa yTKHyJIach UMU
BO YTO-TO, OECIIIYMHO MOJIABIIEECs], M OUyTHJIACh Ha MOy, B CJIA00 OCBELIEHHOH JIECHOW CTOPOXKKE,
HE3aMETHO MPUIOTUBIIENCS CpeIu KYCTOB.
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I'nasa II1
OouTarteJiy JeCHOM CTOPOKKHI

— Bacs!

— Kcans! Munas, uto cnyunnocs? U cpiian BeicTped. .. OTel npocHyICs. .. YBUIEI, YTO HET
pyxbs... Cpagy moragascs, 4To Thl pyXbe B3sa... Paccepauics u 3a ToOOH BIOTOHKY... [IpuOuth
rpo3wics... 3a4eM Thl cTpensia? 3auem?

[Mocpenu HeOOIBINON KOMHATKH, OCBEIIIEHHOW K PUBOOOKOM JIAMIION, CTOSIT MAJTBUUK, WU, BEP-
Hee, IOHOIIIA, JIET CeMHA/IIATH, XYJeHbKUI, BRICOKMIA U CaOblid, C HEKPACUBBIM, M3KeITa OJIeIHbIM
JIMIIOM, Kakue OBIBAIOT Y JIOJEH, CheAaeMbIX 3JIbIM U YIIOPHBIM HeyroM. Ho BeipakeHue 3Toro ymia
ObUT0 MsATKOe. [yOoKue, nevyanbHble I71a3a IISiIeN ¢ KaKOI-TO CTPAHHOI0 TPEBOTOI0 Ha YEPHYIO
(urypky, BHE3aIIHO OUYTHBIIYIOCS B JIECHOH cTopoXkke. FOHoIa ObU1 XpOMOH U C TPYAOM NepeBH-
raji HOTY, HO TIP BUJIe YepHOM (PUTYPKH, PACIIPOCTEPTON Ha MOy, OH CIeJIall TOCHIEITHO HECKOJIBKO
I1IaroB K Held, CTPaHHO BOJIOYA MPABYIO HOTY U CHJIBHO OMUPASICh IJIEYOM Ha KOCTBUIb.

EnBa oH ycrien npuOnm3uThes, Kak yepHasi (purypka MmoJHsuIach, BCKOUMIA U B OIHY MUHYTY
copBasa 6e300pa3Hblii KOKYX ¢ KamomoHoM. W nepen B30poM MajbuvKa MpeacTaio CTpaHHOe, He
OO0JIBIIIOe, HO CHMJIBHOE CYIIECTBO C HIMPOKMMH IUIEYAMHM M KPEMKO CKOJIOYEHHBIM CTAaHOM, CMYT-
JI0€, pyMsIHOE JIMYHMKO, YepHBIE OBICTpPBIE, UCTIOAJIO0bsI CMOTPEBILIHE 71432, MOIBUKHBIE TPETIeyIIre
HOBJPU U TYCThIE, KaK IIaNKa, KyApH, YepHbIE, CYXUE U TIBIIIHBIE, CITyCKAIOIINECs: KOCOI0 [0 Mosica 1
CTPYMBIIIHECS BHIOUBIIIMMUCS Ky/IEpPhKaMU T10 TIeYaM, BIOJb IIEK U CMYIJION, 3aropesion meu. Yro-
TO HE PYCCKOE U B TO ke BpeMsi CBOe0Opa3HO JUKO-KPACcHBOE OBbLJIO B 3TOW HEBBICOKOW CTPOWHOM
MSTHAIATUJIETHEN IEBOYKE, JbIIIAIIEH CUION, MOIIBIO U 3J0POBLEM.

— [a, s cTpensiia!l — mpou3HeCaa OHA C KAKMM-TO YIPSIMBIM 32/I0POM, IJIsi/Isl IOHOIIE MPSIMO B
71232 TEMHBIM CBEPKAIOIIMM B30POM.

— Kcans! 6esymnas! U3 ero pyxbs! — B ykace copBajioch ¢ OJIeTHBIX TyO XpOMOTO.

— Tak uTto xe! DTOT BBICTpEI Cac «pO30BOro» rpadga U MOJIOAYI0 3arpaHUYHYI0 T'PaUHIONIKY
1, — He 0e3 ropaoCcTH MpudaBUIa OHA, — YOUJI JIoIa b, Tpad)ckoro kopeHHUKa. [Tonumaenis?

— Tw1 youna nomass?

— Ha! 1 cnacna moneii!

— To1, Kcans, cmacia po3oBoro rpaga?

— Hy, na, rpada!.. Bor 6ecTonkoBsiii!

W cnemno, myTascek M cBepKas Iila3aMu, Ta, KoTopylo 3Bamm KcaHel, pacckazaia, Kak ObUIO
aeno.

— «Po30BBIiI» rpad e3A1iT Ha CTAHIMIO BCTPEYaTh CBOIO «3arpaHUyYHyI0» JOYKY. Sl 3Hana, 4To
oHH noeyT Mumo YeproBoii mactu... Tam myTh Ha «Po3oBoe» Omuxke... Hy u momuia, B3rIsSHYTh
ObLTIO OXOTA... A TYT rpo3a... Jlomaau B30eCuInCh. .. ¥ ToILIa rnorexal..

— Ho 3a4em sxe Tl B3ss1a pykbe? — B3BOTHOBAHHO BBICHIPAILTUBAJ X POMO.

— A 3arem, 4TOOBI MOMYTaTh «TeX», TOHUMAEIIb, €CJIM Obl OHM CHOBA BCTPETHJIMCh HA MOEM
MYTH ¥ CTaJM Obl IPa3HUTH U TPABUTh MEHsI, KaK COOQUOHKY. ..

['maza neBouku yrpiomMo OnecHyIH.

— Kcans! — ckopee mpocToHau1, HEKeJIu MTPOU3HEC X POMOIA.

—Hy, na... gero Tl axaemns? 51 ObI cTpesisiiia Ha BO3MYX, MOHUMaeIb? A «Te» Tpychl. .. Hebocs!
cpa3dy Obl OTOMJIa OXOTY TPaBUTh MeHs!

U ona packaructo 3acmesinack. Ee Oesbie 3yObl XMIITHO OJIECHYJIN B IBYX MOJIOCKAX MAJIMHOBOTO
pra.

Brpyr ee cMex pazoM mpucekcs, 3aMep.

— Oren uget! — npo3BeHe1 HEPBHO U UCITYTaHHO TOJIOC XPOMOTO.

W oH nopaicss MHCTUHKTUBHO Ha3aJl.

10
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Ha nopore komHatbl, 3aC/IOHsIsI CBOEH OrpOMHON (DUT'YypPOM KPOILIEUHbIE CEHU JIECHOWU CTO-
POXKH, CTOSITT OTPOMHBIN YEJIOBEK B CEPOM KadTaHe, OOIIUTOM 10 OOPTY 3eJIeHBIM KAaHTOM, 1 B KOXKa-
HoW (pypaxke, ¢ Onsixoi Ha rpyau. Ero yrpiomoe Juio ¢ IJIMHHOM, PhIKeBaTON OOPOIOI0 M HETIPHSAT-
Hble OJTy’KJTAIOIIHe T71a3a, TOPSIIIME CyXUM OJIECKOM pa3IpaxeHus U 371100bl, XPAHWIIU CIIe/Ibl THEBA.

— Yero packynaxrajiach He B Iopy? — cBupeno kunyn oH Kcane. — ['oBopu, kak cmesna Tporarb
MO€ pykbe?

W orpomHble pyKH pbIKEBATOrO M'MIaHTa YIAdW Ha CTPOMHBIE, ellle JAETCKUE IJIeYd CMYTJIOHN
JEeBYIIKU Y BIWINCH B HUX.

— 3auem Opana pyxbe? [0BOpu! — 1 OH TpsIC U30 BCEH CHIIBI IEBOUKY, B TO BpeMsl, KAK MpaYHbIe
I71a3a ero CBEPKaJIM, KakK /IBa PACKAJICHHBIX YIJISL.

Bcst kpoBb MrHoBeHHO oTiIa oT ek Keennu. Ee cmyriioe, po3oBoe JTMUMKO CTaio OesbiM
Kak MeJs. B3op cBepkHy:1 U3-110/] HaBUCIIUX HAJl HUMH YEPHBIX KyApeil.

— He cmeii MeHs1 Tporath, 5! — pe3Ko MpOKpUYaia OHa, Oys BOIAPHBIIYIOCS B IOMUKE
MUHYTHYIO THIITUHY.

— YT10-0-0-0?

W orpomHBIi 4enoBeK pa3pasmiicsi 3I0BEIUM CMEXOM.

— AX, THI, IpsgHb 3/1aKasi! — KpUJaa OH, 3adbIxasch. Ero HanmMThie KPOBBIO I71a3a OmykIaiu
M0 KOMHATe, TOYHO BBIMCKHBAsI YTO-TO, TIOKA HAKOHEII €ro0 B30p HEe MPUMETHJI BUCEBIIYIO Ha IBO3/E
rietky. CopBaB ee ObICTPBIM JBIMKEHHEM, OH B3MaxXHYJI €l0 HaJ| CIMHOM JIeBOYKH. .. Ho B 3T0 MrHo-
BEHME XPOMOM IOHOIIIA, CIIOTHIKASICh, Yy Th JIM HE Majiasi, PUHYJICS K OTILY.

— He nenaii storo! He nenaii, orer! — ymossiorie 00je3HEHHBIM BBIKPUKOM COPBAJIOCh C €T0
noOeeBIux Tyo.
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— Monyars! 3Haii cBoe MecTo, MO3IIISIK! — 3arpemelt BeJIMKaH, HAaloJIHsI CBOUM TOJIOCOM He
TOJIBKO JIECHOM JIOMUK, HO U BECh CTApPbIi JIEC B OKPYKHOCTH.

Ho roHoma we ucnyraics. OH CXBaTWJI OTPOMHYIO PYKY OTIIa OOEUMH CBOUMH XYIEHbKUMHU
pyKaMu ¥ Bech OJIe/IHBIN IIENTaN, CPBIBAsICh HA KaK/IOM CJIOBE:

— Becnomuu mamy! Beiomuu mamy, otenr! Tl He TpoHens Kcanio! He Tponeris, He TpoHerb!
Wnum Geii mens, nyuine 6eii MeHs1, HO He Kcanto! Paqu mamel — He Oeit Kcanro!..

OH ez1Ba CTOSIJT HA HOTAX M TPSICCS, KaK B JIMXOPAJIKE.
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A Kcans Obuta CHIOKOMHa.

Ee nmoGnenneBiee auio 6eccTpairHoO MOAHSUIOCh HAa TUraHTa... IBa YepHBIX IJa3a, Kak JBe
SIpKUE, YepHBIE 3BE3/Ibl, BIIMBAJIUCH B €0 JIMILIO U, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOBOPHJIM:

— Ioripobyit meHst TponyTh! [TonpoOyii ToNMBKO!

['uraHT NMOAHSIT rOJIOBY M BCTPETUII STOT CMEJIBIH, TOPSYMI, OECCTPAIIIHBIN B3TJISI.

W HOBBIM OEIIEHCTBOM 3aKHIIENIO €ro Cepitle.

— Ax! Tak BOT ThI Kak!

W pyka c nieTkoi B3BUJIACK. ..

— Oren! Oren! Beperucs! ITokoliHas MaMa CMOTPHT Ha HAac ¢ HeOa 1 Bce BUANT! — IMOCTIBIIIAIICS
HCTEPUYECKHI BOIUIb XPOMOT'O, M OH 3aCJIOHWI JIEBOUKY OT yjlapa CBOEH TIIETyITHOW (PUTYPKOA.

['uranT BBIPOHWII IJIETKY, B3APOTHYN U MOBEPHYJCS K JBEpU. 3payKdl €ro OKPYIJIMIUCH OT
yxaca.

Ubs-To HeBUAMMAS (PUTYpa IIEBEINIACH B TEMHBIX CEHSIX.

— Omna!.. XKena!.. Mama! — 3ameBeniuch 0e33ByYHO TyObl TUTAHTA, KPUBSCh B CYIOPOKHOMN
ycmenike. Ho Benen 3aTeM, paccMOTpPEB CTOSIBIIIETO B IBEPSIX UEJIOBEKA, OH CKa3aJl YKe CIIOKOHHO:

— Jdmutpuit, Tb1?

Ha nopore cTosis1 mpr3eMUCTBI MApeHb C TYIbIM 0e300POIBIM JTIIOM.

— Xo3suH, nocriemmai! Y mmMpoKo# MOJIsHBL Jiec pyOsT, — MPOU3HEC OH CUIUIBIM T'OJIOCOM U
CHOBA HCYE3 B TEMHOTE CEHEIl.

['uranTt HaCKOpPO CXBATUII PYKbe U, HAXJIOOYUHB (PypaxKy, BBICKOUMII 32 HUM CJIE/IOM.

Ho, nmogymaB HeMHOT0, OH BEpHYJICS, TUIOTHO 3ariep JBEepb U ABa pa3a MOBEPHYJI KJIIOY B 3aMKe
CHapYXH.

— OnATh B 3anagHe! — rHeBHO KpuKHYyna KcaHsl, Kak TOJIbKO OHA ¥ XPOMOM MaJIbUMK OCTATUCh
oguu. — OnATh MbI 1o KimouoM, Bacunuii! Kakas mep3octs!

— Moumuu, Kcansi! Morio 0b1 OBITh U XyXe! — TpOM3HeC XpOMOH, U I71a3a ero JOrOBOPUJIH TO,
0 YeM MOJTYaJl SI3bIK.

— Vnaputs mensi! Mensi! O-o! Her, storo Henp3si! — u yrpiomee 3acBEpKajid UepHbIE I71a3a
IIEBOYKU. — ITOrO 51 HE ITO3BOJIO!

U oHa GerrieHO TOIMHYIa HOTOM.

— Hy, nonHo, nonHo! Iepectans! — 1acKOBO TOBOPHMIT X POMOI, MOTJIAKUBAST KOCTJISIBBIMU, UCXY-
JaJIbIMU TIAJIBIIAMU CITyTAHHYIO YePHOKYIPYIO TOJIOBKY. — XOPOIIO, YTO OTIIa MO3BaJH. .. Terneps oH
JONTO He BepHeTcs. .. [laBail moineM-Ka B3IJITHYTh Ha Hallle COKpoBUIIe. Mbl Be/ib He KOHYMJIM TOTO,
YTO MpPUCIIAJ TpeThero ausi Bukrtop!

TO4HO JIy4 CONHITA CKOMBb3HYJT N0 Jvily KceHnn 1 ayiecHO OCBETHII €r0. YTPIOMOe BhIpaKeHUE
3aTpaBJICHHOTO 3BEpbKa MCYE3JIO C ee JIMUMKA, ¥ OHO Pa30M 3aCUsIIO MSATKOM, Yapylomien KpacoToi.

— Ha, na, Bacs! Unem ckopee!

OHM CXBaTWJIKCh 32 PYKH U CIEIITHO, HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJIsIIa MCKaIedeHHast Hora O0JIbHOTO, TTPo-
IIJTM B IaJTbHAX YTOJT KOMHATHI.

XpoMo¥i TOJTKHYJT KpOIIIeUuHYIo [BepKy. OHa pacTBOPUIIACH, KAJTOOHO CKPHITS HA PKABBIX TET-
JISIX, ¥ OHU OUYTHJIMCh B Y3€HBKOIM KaMOpPKe, HAaIllOJIOBUHY 3aHATON YOOTOM MOCTENbIO.

XpoMmoii ofOIIIeN K MOCTENN U OTOPOCHIT pyKOH TOIMi MaTpail. Ha 1epeBsHHbIX J0CKax Kpo-
BaTH Jie)kayu KHAUrW. OHU TIOKOWIJIMCh, aKKYPaTHO M 3a00T/IMBO Pa3/IoXKEHHBIE HA JOCKaX KPOBATH.

— Bor! Buguiis, 4to s npuaymai. 31ech OH He HalIET MX HU 32 YTO Ha cBeTe. A B KOMOZIE MOT
HaTKHYyThCs1! [ToHMMaens? — JIyKaBo MPOU3HEC XPOMOU M, OCTOPOKHO B35IB OJHY M3 KHMT, BBIIIE
U3 KaMOPKH B cornpoBokieHnu Kcanu.

OuyTUBIIKCH CHOBA B TIEPBOI KOMHATE, OHU YCEJIMCh OKOJIO CTApOro, MOYEpPHEBIIEro OT Bpe-
MEHHU CTOJIa, IPUOABUIM CBETa B KPUBOOOKOW Jiamrie, M XpoMoil Bacuimii, pacKpblB KHUTY, CTal
YHUTATh BCITYX.
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3amMupas OT BOCTOpra, BCsl — TpereT U BHUMaHue, KcaHs JIoBwIa ¢ kKagHOCTBIO KaXkJI0€e CJIOBO
yrera. YepHble 171a3a ee Topesid cuacTheM, Cepille 3aMUpajio OT YIOBOILCTBUA. HemaBHss obuma
CYpOBOTO Jisi/iv Oblyia 3a0biTa. . .

A Kpyrom MaJieHbKOTO JJOMHUKA JIECHUYETO IITyMeJT CTaphiii JIeC M HAIICTITBIBAJ APYTHUe CKa3KH,
Apyrue ObLIM, KOTOPHIM He OBbLIO, Ka3aJ0Ch, HM Havajla, HA KOHIIA. . .
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I'naBa IV
K10 oM ObLIN?

Bort uro pacckasbiBai crapslii Jiec.

370 OBUIO 32 ABEHAIATD JIET 0 MPOUCIIECTBUS Y UepTOBOH MacTH.

B MaJsieHbKOM JIECHOM TOMHUKE yMep JIECHUYMI, HAOMIOAABIINI 32 CTAPbIM JIECOM, TPHHA/LIe-
JKalmum 0oraroMy MOMENIHKY, KUBIIEMY MMOCTOSTHHO 32 TPaHUIIEH M TOJBbKO M3pedKa 3arjisi/IbiBaB-
1IeMy Ha pPOAMHY.

V3HaB 0 CMEPTH JIECHUYETr0, XO35IMH Jieca Ipuexall B cBoe BiajgeHue. Hamo ObU1o HaiiTH HOBOTO
CTOPO’Xa, YTOOBI JOBEPHUTH €r0 HAJI30pY BCE JIECHBIE OOTaTCTBA B BU/IE TMTAHTOB JIyOOB, MCIIOTMHCKUX
COCEH M KYAPSIBBIX, CTPOMHBIX, )KEHCTBEHHO-HEKHBIX Oepe30K, KOTOPHIMU OBLJIO TOJTHO JIECHOE I1ap-
cTBO. V1 BOT HEOXKMIAHHO MPEACTAl Nepesl BIAIENbIEM Jieca YEJIOBEK OIPOMHOTO pOCTa, MPaYHbIN
Y YIPIOMOW BHEITHOCTH.

— Cypnapb, BO3bMUTE MEHsSI Ha MECTO MOKOMHOIO JIECHUYEro! — CypoBO MPOU3HEC OH, TIISIIst
UCTIONTIOOBST HA XO3MHA-JIECOBIA/IEITBIIA.

TOT ynuBIIeHHO B3IJISIHY Ha HEro. B yrproMoii BHEIITHOCTH HE3HAKOMIIa, HECMOTPSI Ha rpyoyIo
Y CUJIbHO TIOHOIIEHHYIO OAEXKY, ObUIO YTO-TO TaKOE, YTO MOKA3bIBAJIO, YTO OH YEJIOBEK, OUEBUIHO,
HE MPOCTOM. X031H YAUBUIICS.

— Musieiiumii, — MpOM3HEC X035MH Jieca, N3YMJIEHHO VISl HA OFPOMHYIO (PUTypy M CypoBOe
JIMLIO TUTaHTa, — MECTO JIECHUYETO OIUIAuMBaeTCs CKy1HO. VI IpuTOM £ Mosaraio, YTo BaM IOMUPUTHCS
C BEYHBIM IMPO3si0aHMEM B TIIYIIH, B yOOIOM JOMMIIIKE CTOPOKA BPsL i OYIET 1Mo HyTpYy. ..

— Byzer no HyTpy! — yrpioMbIM 3XOM OTO3BAJICSI TMTaHT, — XOTS 51 ABOPSHUH U caM ObUIT 3eM-
JIEBJIA/IENIbIIEM KOT/Ia-TO, HO TETieph 51 HUIIHIA, BCE MOTEPsI, Pa3OpUJICS M BOT 51 IPUHYKIECH UCKATh
MecTa.

Branener nieca 61 yIuBIIeH.

— Ho ObiBIIEMY TIOMENIMKY W JBOPSIHUHY MOIJIO Obl HAUTUCH MHOE, OoJiee TOaXOsIee 3aHs-
THE, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH.

— 1 ve vty nHoro. [Nopaneine ot monei u 6nvske K npupone. Jlioan oomanyT. Jlonu mpogakHel.
[Mpupona — Her... Jlionu, apy3bs cAeNad MEHsI HUIIMM, TIYCTUB 10 MHPY C KEHOIO M peOEHKOM, U
sl HEHABW)KY X 32 9TO BCEeW IyIon... B siecy, kKak AUKWiA 3Bepb B Oepiiore, 5 CIIPSIyCh C CEMbEIO,
Y OHHM HE YBHUJISAT MeHs... A 3a Ball Jiec BBl He Ooutech. 51 Oyay xopormii ctopoxk. 1 yecteH u Gec-
nomazeH. Hu ogHoro nepeslia, HM eMHON BETKU HE TMO3BOJIO 1 CPYOMTh M3 BAlIero Jieca, Cyaaph.
BynbTe nokoiHbL. [Toasisie BOpsI 3a0yAyT AOPOry B Balll JieC, TO3HAKOMUBIIIUCH C STOH PYKOHL. . .

W, MpauHo OnecHyB Iyla3aMu, TUTAHT BHITSHYJ PYKY, CKaJl €€ B MCHOJMHCKUI KyJIaK U 3TUM
KUJIMCTBIM, OTPOMHBIM KYJIaKOM TOTPO3UJI KOMY-TO B IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

JlecoBnazenen OKMHYI elie pa3 ObICTPHIM B30POM €r0 BHYIIUTENIbHYIO (PUTYpy U MPOU3HEC
MBICJIEHHO:

«Y CTaporo JjecHU4ero OMMKHUE MYKUKHU KPaJlid U3-TI0]] HOCa JieC. DTO BUJHO O CPyOIeHHBIM
ITHSIM Ha ONYyIIKE. Y 3TOro He MOCMEIOT. Y HEro BUJ| CTPALIMIIMINA-BEIMKaHA U3 IETCKOM CKa3Ku. A
YTO YECTHBIN OH YEJIOBEK — BUIHO T10 JIMILY, 110 I71a3aM, YTPIOMBIM 1 CTporum. Bo3bsMy ero k cede».

U ToTUac xe noroBop ObUT 3aKJII0YEH, HAeM COCTOSUICS, M HOBBIN JlecHnuni, Hukonaii Hopos,
MOCEJIUJICA B JIECHOM JIOMUKE CO BCEIO CEMBEIO.

Wx ObL10 TpOE B3pOCIIBIX U IBOE JETel: keHa lecHnuero, Mapust Hoposa, 10xaHKa, ypoxkeHKa
nanekux beccapaOckux cremell, ux cblH Bacsi, ATHIETHUI MaJlbyMK, )KUBOW MOPTPET MaTepu, HO
XPOMOI1 OT POXKAEHUS, HEXXKHBI M XPYIKHUH, Kak I€BOYKA, U Mojojas BIoBa, AHTOHMHAa Mapko,
noapyra HopoBoid, ¢ TpexJieTHeil neBoukoi Kcanei.

UepHornazas CTpoiHAsI KpacaBHIla C OTHEHHBIM B30POM M MAaTOBO-OJIeJHBIM JIUIIOM, Mapko ¢
JETCTBa He pa3iiydasachk co cBoel noapyrov Mapueit HopoBoii u sxuia nmocrosiHHo ¢ HuMu. OHa Toxe
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npuexana u3 beccapabum, e oHa mepeduBaIach CO CMepTH Myka ¢ xyieba Ha KBac, 4acTo Tepris
HYX/1y Y TOJIO/.

Korma Hopogsl, y koTopbix B Beccapadbuu ObL10 O0JIBITIOE MIMEHUE, Pa30PHITUCh, Oarogapst Oec-
YECTHBIM JIIOAsIM, 0OMaHyBIIMM JoBepre Hukonass HopoBa, 1 Bce ObIBIINE JpY3bsi OTBEPHYJKCH OT
HUX, MaJICHbKas CeMbsI pellliiia yexaTh C POJHOTO Iora MCKaTh CYaCThsl Ha ceBepe. AHTOHMHA Mapko,
HE pa3yMbIBasi HI MUHYTHI, ITO€XaJla BMECTe C HUMHU.

TporatenpHas npyx0a Obula MEeXIy 0OeMMU MOJIOABIMU KEHIIUHAMH. DTO OBUIM TOUYHO POJI-
Hble, TOOAIIME APYT APYKKY CECTpPbl, XOTss MapKo BHEITHOCTHIO M HPABOM PE3KO OTIMYAIACh OT
Mapuu Hopogoii.

Crpannas Obuta 3Ta Mapko. Uto-To ropsiuee, mbIraHCKOe, ObLIIO B ee JIHIIe, B ee Pe3KOoM, rop-
TaHHOH peyH, B €e JMBHOM I'PyIHOM rojioce, KOTOPBIM OHA TO YMTajIa HAu3yCTh CTUXH, TO pacrieBasa
TMIECHH, TaKUe K€ TAMHCTBEHHbIE M MTPEKpacHbIe, KaK ¥ OHA cama.

O Heil xonuim cTpaHHble cyxu. OKpecTHbIE KPECThsIHE YacTO BUJIENU €€ BBICOKYIO, TOHKYIO U
npsMyIo (PUTYpY, CKOJIB3SIIYI0, KaK MPU3PaAK, 10 JIECY, MTOX0XKYI0 HA KaKOe-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE
cymectBo. To OHa MOSIBISIACH B KAKOM-TO CTPAHHOM, O€JIOM KOCTIOME U CO CITyIIEHHBIMHU 1O TIST
JIOKOHaMU Opoauiia MeXAy JepeBbsMHU M KycTaMH, O€33BYYHO IIeNYa YTO-TO U CONPOBOK/AAsl TAWH-
CTBEHHBI} IIETNOT NIMPOKUMHU JIBUKEHUSIMU PyKH. W 1pu 5TOM 1a3a ee, YepHble, OrPOMHBIE, TOpPsi-
M€ SIPKUM OTHEM, KaK-TO pacTepsHHO OJTy:KAaIu KPyroMm.

To omsATh, ofeTas B mecTpoe, sipKoe IuiaThe, ¢ BCKJIOUEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU OHA Oerasia 1o Jiecy
Y HareBaJia IMecH, OT KOTOPBIX TOYHO B3pariBaj U 3aMHpasl BOCTOProM CTapblid Jiec. . .

WHoit pa3 onsATh, BHIPAAMBIIMCH, TOYHO Ha Oajl WM Mpa3IHHK, OHA Opaja Ha PyKU CBOIO
MaJIeHbKYI0 JouypKy KcaHio, oTmpaBiisiiiach ¢ Hell B caMmylo Yallly Jieca, CTaBUjIa MATIOTKY Ha TIeHb,
a cama, KpyKach, MpbIrasi ¥ TaHIys BOKPYT Hee, TPOMKO-TPOMKO IMPOM3HOCKIIA KaKKe-TO JJTMHHbIE
peur, HapyIasi 5TUM 3a4apOBaHHYIO TUIIIb MHUPHOTO JIECHOTO [IApCTBA.

3arafiouHbBIM Ka3aJI0Ch KPECThsIHAM TMOBEACHUE «IyKOU», UePHOIIA30i U YePHOBOJIOCOM JKeH-
myHbL. KTO-TO MycTHII CllyX, 4TO OHA KOJIAYHBS, C JIEIINM B POJCTBE HAXOAUTCS. DTOro ObLIO JOCTa-
TOYHO JJ151 TEMHBIX CYEBEPHBIX JKUTEJIEH OTIAIEHHOW JIECHOW IITyIIH, BEPUBIIMX B JOMOBBIX U JICTITHX,
YTOOBI Cpa3y ke PelInTh, YTO MOJIOAASH KEHIIMHA B POJICTBE C JICIIMM, YTO OHA JIECHAS KOJIIYHBSI.

WM c Tex nop ee He cTajiu B CBOMX pa3sroBOpax Ha3blBaTh MHAYE, KAK «JIEIIEN» WIN «JIECHOW
KOJITYHBE».

— Konpayer nemas! Onsits konmyer! Beith Oene! — menTany B cTpaxe KpecThsiHe, B TAHUYECKOM
yXace TJIsis Ha 3Ty CTPaHHYI0, KaK MPU3PaK CKOMB3SIIYIO T10 Jiecy, (purypy.

WHorma B cMyTJIBIX pyKaX «KOJIIyHbI» OHH BUZIEIM KHUTY WM TETPa/lb, U TOTJA UX CYyeBEPHOMY
yXacy He ObUIO Tipejiena.

— 3a YepHOKHUWKUE B3sJIach, ObITh Oene! V3BeneT Hac BCeX MPOKJIATAs KONAYHbsI! — IIenTanm
OHH, CBOPAYMBAasI C JOPOT'H BO N30eKaHUE BCTPEUH CO CTPAHHBIM CYILIECTBOM.

Kak pa3 B mepBbIii e rof BOABOPEHHMsI B JIECY HOBOTO CTOPOXa B IEPEBHE, JIeXKABILEH B TpeX
BEpCTax OT Jieca, CIIyYMIICs MaJIek CKOTa.

KpectbsiHe pemmim, 4To BceMy ropio MPUYMHOW MPOKJIATAas KOJAYHbsI, 9YTO OPOIUT OHA IO
JIecy ¥ CBOMMHU YapaMU U 3aKJISAThSIMU YOMBAET CKOT.

— Mukosna MapTeiHOBHY, — OOpaTUJIMCh OHU K HOBOMY JIECHUYEMY, — ThI IIPOTOHHU KOJIYHBIO,
TMIOKa He OKOJIIyeT, He U3ryOuT Hac U Hammx Aetei. [Iporonu, a He ToO Mbl €e caMy TIOpeIuM. .. BeITh
oene!..

JlecHUYMiA yrpioMO MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM, HUUETO HEe OTBETWJI, HO TIepeAal B TOT e Beuep KeHe U
ee ToJIpyre pasroBOp C KPEeCTbsSHAMMU.

— O, ryneie! OHU HE MOT'YT MOHSATh, UM HE pa3bsICHUTh MOMX JeicTBuil. Uto nenars? — Tpe-
BOKHO 00paTuiiach MapKo K CBOMM JIPY3bsiM.

— Te6e Hago yexars! Huvero apyroro He ocraercs... M yem ckopee, Tem Jydme... Men-
uTh Henlb3s! Yesxkail, noporas... KpectbsiHe 0351005eHb! Tenepb 1 bor 3HaeT Ha 4To criocoOHbI! —
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BCS1 BCTPEBOXUBIIKCDH, coBeToBasla Mapusi HopoBa cBoeit onpyre. — TeGe U Tak He MeCTO B 3TOM
rymu. .. [Toesxaii «tyaa». .. kK ceoeMy cuacteio, ToHs, noporas! Otaaiicst ToMy, 4YTO MAHUT U BJIeYET
Te0s1 HeyJepKiMO. A Korjga coOepenibesi C CUIaMu, CO3/alllb ce0e UMS «TaM», Ipre3kail HaBeCTUTh
Hac, MUJIast MOsI «JIECHAsI KOJIIYHbSI» . . .

W na ry6ax Mapuu HopoBoii 3aurpana OneHast yabiOKa.

— Ho THI... KaK T OcTaHemIbCcs 6e3 MeHs1, MaHs1, joporasi? — mpotecToBasia Mapko.

— Y Mapsu ecTb MyX... — YITpIOMO OTBeUaJl 32 XKeHY JIECHUUUIA. — DTOT MyX CymeeT yoepeub
ee...

—Torna g eny! — peluntensHO 3asiBUIa AHTOHMHA, — HO HE TIOTOMY €[1y, YTO UCITyTalach yTrpo3bl
HEBEKECTBEHHBIX JIIOIEH, IPUHSBIIMX MEHS 32 KOJ/IYHBIO, a TOTOMY, UTO CUUTal0 ceOsi He BIpaBe
BHUCETb Ha I1Iee y Bac, Py3bs, KOrJa BBl CAMH NIepeKUBaeTe JIMIIEHUS U Oe/Ibl, U TIOTOMY, YTO HE XOUuy
TMofIBepraTh Bac OMmacHocTu. .. Eny u 6epy ¢ cobomo Kcanto.

Ee uepHble 1bITaHCKKE 171a3a OJIECHY/ M PEIIMTETbHBIM OTHEM.

— Yro th1! Yto THI, TOHS, Oparh pedenka HeBegomo Kyaa! Ilogseprars ero HeB3rojam 1 orac-
HocTsM KoveBoi xku3Hu! Hu 3a uto! Kcans ocranercs ¢ Hamu!

— Tel xouemb, yToOBI 51 pacctanack ¢ Kcaneit! — Onennest mpomenrana ta. Her, Her!

— Towns, most noporas. .. He 6ecriokoiicst o Kcane. .. MblI ¢ My’keM COXpaHUM TBOIO JOUYPKY. ..
Hato Tebe cioBo... Hert, 6ombinie Toro, KiisiHych TeOe nMeneM bora, uto TBost Kcans Oyner Bocnivtana
MHOIO HapaBHe ¢ Baceit. U ecrm, He naH Bor, ympy, ¢ Myka Bo3bMy Ty ke KJIATBY. [loe3xkaii 6e3
cTpaxa: TBOSI IEBOYKA OCTAHETCS B HAJIEKHBIX pPyKax.

AHTOHMHA Mapko B3IIsHy/1a Ha noapyry. Hexsble mexku Mapuu ropeiau spkuM pyMsHLEM.
Ee ma3a Grectes Takol HEOTPA3UMOI HEXKHOCTHIO U TOTOBHOCTBIO CAEPKATh CBATO CBOIO KJISITBY,
yTO MapKo YCIIOKOMJIACh PA30M.

— Ila, THI IpaBa, — MPOrOBOPHJIA OHA TOPSUO U YOEKAEHHO, C SICHOIO BEPOIO B CBOU cjioBa. — C
Kcaneii muae Oynet TpyaHo... Ee Halo ocTaBuTh, pa3 Thl Tak COBETYellb. .. 1 yeny onHa, yeay uckarhb
cyacTbs 1yisi Moeit Kcanu. .. st Moelt JeBuymiku. .. S Bepio, 4To U3 MeHsl BBIAET MPOK, U CKOPO,
CKOPO MOSI IeBOYKA TOJYYUT BCE TO, YeM TOJIb3YIOTCs OOraThble, 3HaTHBIE JIeTH. Yeay padoTaTh AJis
moel Kcanu.

WM Bckope nocie 3Toro pasropopa ucuesna JiecHasi KOJJIyHbsl, B IIOCTEHUN pa3 C pblIaHUEM
MIPUKaB YEPHOKYIPYIO TOJIOBKY CBOETO peOeHKa K Ipy/Iu. . .

Ycnokommuch KpectbsiHe. He CKOMb3uT G0oJIblIe CTPOWHBINA MPU3PAK M0 3eJI€HOMY MXY CTaporo
Jeca...

ITpu xu3Hu HopoBoit oT AHTOHKMHBI Mapko nucbMa NpUXOAWIIM B IEPBbIE MECSLBI JJOBOJIBHO
4yacTo U3 pasHbIX MecT. Ho 3ateM mepernucka mpekparuiach, U ¢ TeX Mop He ObLIO MOMy4YeHO HU
OJIHOTO THChMaA.

— bennas Tons! — roopuna necanuuxa. — I'ne ona? Yro ¢ Hero?

OHa nocasa HECKOJIBKO IIMCEM M0 MOCIEJHEMY a/Ipecy MOAPYTH, HO CITyCTSI HECKOJIBKO MeCsi-
1IeB BCE TU MUChMa MOJIy4YeHbI ObUT 0OPATHO C HAJMHUCHIO: « AHTOHMHA MapKo BbIObLIA HEM3BECTHO
Kyza». Bee crapanus HopoBoii y3Hath, rae Haxogutcest Mapko, ObUTH TIIETHBI.

— He moxet ObITh, uToOBI TOHSI OpocHiia CBoero peOeHka, 3a0buia O HeM. .. TOBOPHIIA JIECHU-
YKXa ¥ ellle HeXXHee MOMI00UIa MAJICHBKYIO I0UYPKY CBOEH MOIPYTH.

— Kcans tenepp onHa Ha cBete, — noBTopsiia yacto HopoBa, — 1 Most 00513aHHOCTh 3aMEHHTh
eil MaTb.

W oHa okpykuia IeBOYKY CAMBIMHU HEXHBIMU 3200TaMH.

Tak npoposkanock 1Ba roja, Kak BIPYT MOJIOAAs! JIECHUUMXA, CPaKeHHAas! HEI0JITUM HELyTOM,
yMepia.

3a HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT JI0 CMEpPTM OHa TMO3Baja MyXa M MoTpedoBajia OT HEro, 4roObl OH
TMOKJISITICSA, UTO He ocTaBUT KcaHu u OyJeT BOCIMTHIBATh €€ HApaBHE C MX CBIHOM.
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Hukonait HopoB, HeCMOTps Ha KaxXyIIylocsi CYpOBOCTb, TOPSTYO JIOOWIT keHy. OH MCTIOTHUT
JKeJIJaHue YMUPAIOIIEH, MOBTOPWMIT 32 Hel CJIOBA KJISTBBI, & Yepe3 TPU JHS OIyCTHII B MOTUITY Ha Jiepe-
BEHCKOM KJIaOUIIIe TPYIT JIOOUMOM JKCHBI.

Pazopenue, cMepTh jKeHbI, BCEe yXKachl TIEPEKUTOTrO TOpsl Cpasuin JiecHuvero: Hopos 3ammi.
Bo xmemo oH ObUT rPO3eH W IIyMJIMB, MPOKJIMHAT CBOIO XW3Hb, OPaHWI BECh MUp, OUJI U JIOMaJ
BApeOe3ru MonaaaBimecs Moj PyKy Belly.

JIBO€ MCITyTaHHBIX JIeTeil: OeIHbI XPOMOI CEeMHUJIETHUN MaJIbUMK U MSTUJIECTHSS JEBUYIIKA C
0YapOBATEJIbHBIM IBIFAHCKUM JIMYUKOM, CO CTPAaXoM 3a0MBAJIMCh B YroJl U OTTYJA MOJHBIMHU yXKaca
I71a3eHKaMU CJISAWUIIN 32 Pa30yIeBaBIIMMCS JIECHIKOM.

XO034HCTBO IO BKPUBb U BKOCh. PaOOTHUK-TIOMOIITHUK, B3sAThIA HOpOBBIM, KO€-KakK MpHIJIs-
ObIBAJ 32 IETbMH, KOPMIJI MIX TOPSIUEl MOXJIEOKOM, Korjia OblIo BpeMsi ee CBapuTh, a TO OrpaHIYH-
BAJICS MO/IAYKOIO B BUJIE JIOMTEH YEPHOT0 XJ1e0a, KOTOPHI JETH ChelalIi HACKOPO, 3a0MBIIIMCh B TEM-
HOM YTOJIKY.

Bpemst nuto. Xusblii, 60JIe3HEHHBIN U XPOMOU MaJIbUMK U pyMsHasl, CMyTJIasi KPETIbIII-1eBOYKA
Kuim aynia B gynry. OHYM NOBEPSITM CBOM MaJIeHbKME TOPECTH U 3a00THI IPyT APYTY, YTEIIaIn OIUH
APYroro, Kak yMesnu 1 MOIJIH.

Hukonait HopoB He ciepikai ciioBa, JaHHOTO JKeHe Y €€ CMEPTHOTO Jioka. He He:xXHbIM OTIIOM,
a CypOBBIM OTYMMOM sIBHJICSI OH i1 Kcanu. O371001eHHBIN CBOEH HECUacTIMBOM Cynb0010 U He3a-
JaBIIAMCSI OOJIE3HEHHBIM U XUJIbIM KaJIEKOW-CBIHOM, OH HEBOJIBHO KaX[IbIil Pa3 P BU/IE CUIIBHOW U
KpEMeHbKO IEBOYKH, XOPOIIIEHHKOM U 3I0pOBEBILIEH HE M0 JHSIM, a 10 YacaMm, 3aJbIXajicst OT OO,
rHeBa 1 00uIbl. CHIIBHO M KECTOKO HAaCMesIach HaJl HUM CyJbp0a: ero COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH — JKaJIKHUIA
XOISYMIA HEZYT, & PJIOM — 3TOT IBIIIHO paclBETAIOIINI MaXpOBbI AUKHI LIBETOK Jeca!

Heuero ckazath, 70OpbIM MOMOIIHUKOM OyeT eMmy ero Bacwmmii!..

W oH HeHaBuen AEBOYKY, HEHABU/IEN IOMUMO COOCTBEHHOW BOJIM M HECTIPABEAJIMBO, CypOBO
oOparma’scs ¢ Helo.

— V-y! mazacras npiranka! Jlapmoeaka! — He pa3 cibliiaia ot Hero KcaHsi HEMCTOBBIN KPUK
1 OpaHb TOJT TIHSIHYIO PYKY.

HenaBucts HopoBa K TIBIITHO paciBETAONIEH AeBOYKE POCa C KaKIbIM TOIOM.

W Bce GombIMM 1 OOJBIIAM OXECTOUSHHUEM MPOHMKAJACH JAYIIa JIECHUKA 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K
OIMHOKOMY peOeHKY, O MaTepy KOTOPOro He ObUIO HU CJTyXa HU JyXa.

IToka Bacst 61 fOMa, OTeI ero BCTpevas B ChIHE sIpOro 3allluTHUKA MasieHbkou Kcanu. Bacs
MOMHUJT CJIOBO, JAHHOE OTIIOM €r0 YMHpAIOIIEeH MaTepy, U TIOCTOSTHHOM Oblia ¢hypaza 4yTKOro, cMe-
JIOTO MaJIbYMKa B MUHYTY THEBHBIX MPHUIAAKOB OTLIA!

— INamna, He obwxkait Kcanwo! Tor obermnan 3to Mame, moMHUIB! Tl KJIsJICA ei, uTo Oyaenib ee
JOOUTH KaK POTHYIO J0Yb.

U cypoBo noHuKasa Ha rpyib B TaKue MUHYTHI roioBa HOpoBa, 1 OH yXO/WII, 4TO-TO CEPIUTO
BOpUa cede Moz HOC.

Tak ObUIO 10 TEX TMOp, MOKa XPOMOMY HE WCIIOJHWIIOCH JIECSATh JIET, M OTeIl He OTBE3 €ro B
ryOepHCKuUi ropof B yumiuine. TyT-To ¥ Hauaslach MyduuTeNnbHas Ku3Hb 11 Kcanu. JlecHnmumii gan
TIOJIHYIO BOJTIO CBOEMY pa30yIlIeBaBIIEMYCsl THEBY U 37100€ Ha MaJIEHbKOTO MPHEMBIIIA U KECTOKO
HakasbiBas OeHyio KcaHio 3a Masieiinyio mpOBUHHOCTb.

K HecuacTsio, 1eBoUKa 00/1a/1a71a JAJIeKO He MATKUM XapakTtepoM. OT OpaHH, TOTIKOB U TOOOEB
ee I71a3a pa3ropayiuch TUKUMH OTOHbKAMM, JIUIIO IIPHHUMAJIO XHUIITHOE, YIPOXKAIoIlee BHIPaKeHHE.

Bcs Tpenemymiiast oHa yoeraa B Jjiec, B IIIyOb €ro, B CamyIo Yalily, FPOMKO KprUJa JUKHE yrpO3bl
IO aJIpecy 37I0T0 JISIH.

Kpectbsine, npoezxasiiie 1o JeCHOW Jopore, BUJEIU KPOIIEeYHyI0 (DUTYPKY JEBOYKH, €€
UCTIOATIO0BS], KaK y 3aTHAHHOTO 3BEPbKa, CBEPKAIOIINE ITIa3€HKH, €€ UCCUHS-YePHBIe Ky/IpH, CITyTaH-
Hble Ha JI0y, ¥ TOBOPHJIM B CYEBEPHOM CTpaxe:
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— Wb, KOJIyHBS-TO cama yIuia, mooosijiach, HO OCTaBIJIA JJOUYKY HAM Ha rope, BeJbMa Heuu-
cras... [loxaemcs elre — mogpacTeT Majasi, MOKaXeT HaM CBOIO CUITy . .. [1oJIbIoTCs He pa3 u3-3a Bejb-
MOBOI JJOYKH CJIE3BI JIOICKUE. . .

W kaxnpiil crapasicsi yKOJIOTb, OCKOpPOWUTh, OOWAETh YeM-HUOyOb HM B 4YeM HENOBHUHHYIO
neBouky. He Tobko B3pocIbie, HO U MaJleHbKHE KPECThsIHCKUE peOSTUINKK TpaBuim Kcenuio, Kak
BOJTUOHKA, KPUYAJIH el Beyiesl OpaHHbIE CII0BA, Ha3bIBATU «KOJIYHbEW» U «JIECOBUUKOM».

HopoB He Bepw1 HU B KOJIIYHOB, HU B JIEIINX, HA B JIECOBUKOB. OH HE MOT IO3TOMY pa3essiTh
CYEBEPHOT'O B3IJIsIa HEBEKECTBEHHBIX KPECThsIH Ha HECUACTHYIO JIEBOUKY, TeM OoJiee, YTO XOPOIIO
3HaJI, KTO OHa Takasi. M Bce-Taku NoJ 371y10 pyKy, 0OypeBaeMblil BUHHBIMU TapaMy, KpU4Jai Ha Hee,
Tonasi HOrou:

— 3meensii!.. Kongosckoe orponbe! JlecoBuuka HerogHas!..

XOTsl, KOHEUHO, B JyIlle OH BOBCE HE CUMTAIT €€ HU KOJITYHbEH, HU JIECOBUYKOM.

%k %k %k

Mexay Tem Bacsi mocrie yeTbipex JieT yueHbsl B TyOEpHCKOM rOpojie BEPHYJICS B JIECHOH JIOMUK
eme 6osee 0caaOeBIIMI OT TOPOICKON KU3HHU, HO OKPEMIIHA TyXOM, C HOBBIMU BIIEUATIICHUSIMU U
0e3yMHOM JII0OOBBIO K )KMBOMY KHKHOMY CJIOBY.

Kcane 6b110 TOrma neeHaauars Jjiet. C mpeKpacHbIM, CBEXKUM JIMUMKOM, JUKasl, 0KECTOYSHHASI
U yIpsiMasi IeBOUYKa Mokasayiach Bace jiecHbIM 3arHaHHBIM 3BepbkoM. OHa BCTpeTHIIa HEAOBEPYUBO
CBOET0 HEJIaBHETO JIpyra.

«[loxanyii, 3aropauscs y4eHOCTbIO, KWUUTLCS CTaHEeT, BaXHWYaTh. Hy W 1IyT ¢ HUM Toraa
coBCeM !» — 3aKpyKUJIacCh B €€ MO3Ty NIOI03PUTEIIbHASL MBICIIb TP NIEPBOM K€ CBUIaHUU ¢ Baceil.

Ho derwsipHagiatunernuii Bacuiuii He «BakHUYAI», He ropawics. HampoTuB, oH ropsdo
OTHecCsl K CBOEMY MaJICHbKOMY JPYTY U C IIEPBbIX ke IHEeU IMPUHSJICS 32 YMCTBeHHOe pa3Buthe Kce-
HuW. YTO 3HAJ cam, BCce cTapajics mepeaarh e, TAaKoM OT OTIIa, B TUXHe, JJIMHHBIE HOYM, KOTJa
JIECHUYMH, 3allepeB Ha HOUb CBOIO CTOPOXKKY Ha KJIIOY, YXOIMJI HA HOYHOH J1030p 10 JIECy.

Bckope moi pykoBOZACTBOM CBOEro japyra majieHbkass KcaHs Bblyuusiach YuTaTh U MKCATh.
Belyunniach 1 Koil-uemy Apyromy, y3Hajia O pa3HbIX CTpaHaX M HapoAax, O UyKUX 3EMJISX U O TOM,
4TO OBLIO 32 MHOTO BEeKOB Ha Pycu Bemkoi. Bee To, 4To BbIHEC XpOMOUM MaJIbUMK U3 YeThIPEXKIacc-
HOU IIKOJIBI, — BCE TIepeiaJl OH CBOEU CMYTJION TOAPYXKKE.

Heoxunaannas v cuacmivBasi BCTpeya ¢ TMMHa3UCTOM BUKTOpOM, CBIHOM rpadpcKoro yrpasiisi-
IolIero, emie OoJIbIIe OIOABMHY/IA BIiepe ] Jesio pa3BuTus Kcanu.

KynpsiBasg cMyrias eBouka M I0OHOLIA-TMMHA3UCT U3 «P030BOro», Kak Ha3blBajoCh UMEHHE
rpaca XBaJILIHCKOIO, HAXOIMBIIIEECS B TPEX BEPCTAX OT OIMYUIKHU Jieca, BCTPETUINCh CIIy4alHO Y
UYeproBoii nactu u pasroBopuiiuck. 13 atoro nepsoro pasrosopa Kcans y3nana, yro Buktop Mypun
He OOuTCs ee, He CUMTAeT KOJJOBCKMM OTPOIbEM, KaK ee JAepPEeBEHCKUE Bpard; OOJblle TOro — He
BEPUT HU B KaKOe KOJIJIOBCTBO, HU B KaKWe Yapbl, TIOTOMY YTO YMTAET YMHbIE KHUTH U YUUTCS IO
HUM, U 3HaeT U3 HUX, YTO HET Ha CBETE HM JICUIMX, HU JIOMOBBIX, HU PyCaJIOK, HU JIECOBUKOB, HU
JIECOBUYEK, HU MPOYEH HEUUCTH.

W KHUT y HEro MHOTO — IIeJIbIi IKad, 1e10e OorarcTo.

— Xouemb, Oyay 1aBath TeOe YUTaTh? — MPEIOKUI OH AeBouke. — [Ipuxonu B Po3oBoe 3a
HUMHU.

I'naza Kcanwm 3avckpuick Boctroprom. OHa, Oarogapsi cBoeMy yumTelnio Bace, 3Haa yxe mpe-
JIECTb MIEYATHOTO CJIOBA, U BCS TaK M 3aropesiach CYaCThEM.

— Xopolo. .. mpujy... He Haayi ToJbKo! — OypKHYJa OHa cebe Mo HOC ¥ ToMYasach B Yarly,
KakK JMKUU, HeJIIOJUMBbII 3BEpeK.

N npuiia B TOT ke Bevep.

19



JI. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuuka»

BuxkTop He o6manyn Kcanto. OH ctas gaBaTh eif KHUTH 0e3 cueTa, Kak/Ibli pa3 y orpabl yrpa-
BUTEJILCKOTO JIOMHKA, 32 YIJioM. B oM oHa He BXomuiia, 60sich BCTPEUH C JIOAbMHU U OMAacasich UX
HAaCMeELIEeK.

C KagHOCTBIO MPOOErav 3TM KHUTU B JIECHOW CTOPOXKE XPOMOW MaJIbUMK W YepHOIIa3ast
neBouka. [IpounTeiBaN, MOTJIOMIAs CTPAHMILY 3a cTpaHuLel, u Kcans Hecna oOpaTHo kHuru B Pozo-
BO€, UTOOBI TIOTYYUTh APYTHE.

HoBast sxu3Hb OTKpBIBAJIACH TIEpe]] Helo, U BCs 37100a M 00K YXOIUIIU Ky/1a-TO JAJIEKO, AaJIeKO
B TAKME MUHYTHI U3 €€ 0KECTOUEHHOIN MaJIEHbKON [TyIIH.

To ObuM crajiKKe, paloCTHBIE MTHOBEHHSI.
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I'naBa V
JIec koaayert. TaitHa pa3zo0JiaueHa

Boin Bevep... Ipemait crapblii jiec... 3aTUXJIM OYapOBaHHbIE UIOHBCKMMHU CyMEpKaMH BeJH-
KaHbI-JIePeBbs, 3aTUXJIM Ky3HEUMKHU B TIBIIIIHOM TpaBe... BeTepok 3acThul MeX BETBEN JIMCTBEHHHUII,
OKOJIJIOBAaHHBIN TOM k€ TUIIUHOM . .. CJIOBHO HETIOHSITHBIE Yapbl CTPYWIUCH B 3€JIEHOBATO-CHEM ITPO-
CTPaHCTRBE Jieca C MyIIUCTHIX BEPXYIIEK UCTIOJIMHOB-/IEPEB, C MATKOM U MIIIMCTON TPaBbl U MOXA. . .

ITo necuoit nopore 1ia Kcans.

Kopotkas w00ouka, yuCThIil (hapTyK, rpyOble KOKaHble OallIMakW, CTapeHbKas, BO MHOTHX
MecTax 3aruiaTaHHasi KOpTOUKa U IPKO-KPACHBIH IJTaTOUEK MOBEPX CMOJISIHOW FOJIOBKU — €JMHCTBEH-
Hasi POCKOIIIb ee YOOTroro KOCTioMa, — BOT U BECh HapsJ «JIECHOW JEBOYKM», KaK Ha3bIBaJl €€ ChIH
YIIPaBJISIOIIEro, BUKTOP, WK «JIECOBUUKU», KaK 3BaJIM €€ KPECThsHE.

«Jlecnas neBouka» nuia B Pozosoe. I1lna non Beyep, YToObI HUKTO €€ He 3aMeTHIT B rpadckoi
ycampOe. B cMyriioi pyke oHa Jepskasa MmayKy KHUT — MUJIBIX KHUT, KOTOpbIe Hecla OOMeHSTh Ha
Apyrue, HeBeIOMbIE.

Kcans muma nerko u ObICTpO, MOANPBITMBAs, KaK K034, C YIOSHUEM BIbIXasi B ceOsl CBEXUIl
CMOJIMCTBIH 3aIlax U IS5l pa3rOpeBIIMMICS OT YIOBOJIBCTBUS IJIa3aMU 110 CTOPOHaM. Jlec KoaoBa
CBOEH 3a4apOBAHHOM TUILIMHOM, MUJIBIIA, CTAPbIii JIEC, KOTOPBII OHA 3HAET BAOJIb U MONIEPEK U B Yally
KOTOPOTO €€ BJIeYeT BCEer/ia HeOJOMMO.

Muweiid, crapeiid stec! Kaxas ObUIMHKA el B HEM 3HaKoMa, Kaxnas TpaBka. OHa 3HaeT, Tjie
HAXOJUTCSI THE3/I0 CTAPOI MBOJITH, 3HAET JIYTUIO JIMCUYKH, 3HAET, I/Ie BOASITCS BRIBOAKH IMKUX YTOK U
KypOIaTOK HaJ JIECHOH TOIIbIO. .. Bce OrpoMHbIE MCTIONIMHCKUE MYpPaBbHHBIE KyUd 3HAET HarepeyerT.
Hert HyX /b1, YTO BEJIMK CTApBIH JIeC: OHa ero u3beraa BaoJb U MOTepeK, OecrevHo HareBas cede 1moj
HOC, MHOTJ]A CO CTapbIM JSIIMHBIM PYXKbEM, YHECEHHBIM MIOTUXOHBKY, TO y4ach CTPEJIATDh IO YTKaM
U TeTepeBaM, TO MAaCTEPCKH Iepeipa3sHuBasi KpUK KYKYIIKH, scTpeda, MBOJITU. A MHOUM pa3, Koraa
cobepyTcs 3a AToIaMHM KapKUM MIOHBCKUM JTHEM KPECThsIHCKUE PEOSITUIIIKH, OHA HAPOYHO OTIePEeTUT
WX, 3aMpsiueTcsi B KyCTax U, HIYTKH PaJy, CTOHET U BOET CTPALTHBIM TOJI0OCOM OTTY/A, TOYHO HACTOSI-
111as1 JIeCHasl KOJAyHbs1. [IeTn B ykace, MoOpocaB Ky30BKHM OT TPUOOB U SITOJI, HECYTCS UyTh KUBBIE OT
CTpaxa BPACCHIMHYIO. A OHA 32 HUMH: CBUIIIET, TUKAET, XJIOMAET B JIAJIONIH, XOXOUET JUKO, CTPAIITHO,
Ha BECh JIeC.

— JlecoBuuka! — B MCCTYIJIGHUM BOTISIT PEOSITUIIIKM U CTPEJION MUaTcs OT Hee.

Kcans 3nopasactByet: «otoMcTumax!..

OHnu ee TpaBsT, My4aloT, IPO3ST MOKOJIOTUTb, KOT/]a OHA BHIXOIUT U3 CBOETO JIeca 38 CheCTHBIMU
MpUIacaMu B IEPEBHIO, — TaK BOT MM 3a 3T0. Jlo cMepTu Haryraet ux. OHa — cepanTasi, MCTUTEbHas,
3nasi. OHa He pocTHT. JlecoBUYKa BeJb OHA.

[Mopoii eii 1 caMoil KaxeTcsl, YTO OHA JIECOBUYKA. Y JIPyrux JAeTell ecTh OTell, MaTh, OpaThs,
CEeCTphbl, POACTBEHHUKH. A y Hee HuKoro... Otkyna oHa? He 3Haet Kcansi.

N xaxercs eil mopoy, YTO BHIIUIA OHA U3 AyIUIA CTAporo ayoa... Beluia mpsamo Ha JIecHyo
MOJISIHY M cTaja KuTh... Crapelii jec ee orell. CMOJMCTBIN BO3AYX KUHYII U PYMSIHEL B €€ IIEKH, U
KT'Y4UI OTOHb B YEpHBIE I71a3a. .. Jlec e Jast el 3Ty CUJTy U CMeJIOCTh, ¥ JIOBKOCTb PyKe, M OBICTPOTY
Horam. U HeccrpaiiHoi caenan ee crapsiid Jiec. Hudyero ona He 6outcest. Hudyero! Houbto Ha ktagourie
TMOMJIET U MEPTBEIIOB BBI3BIBATH CTAHET, B TUKOH IUISICKE TOTOBA KPYKHUThCSI C HUMU. VT HOYBIO
e B caMylo Yally jieca MoueT, Ipa3sHUT CTApOro JIEHIEro, BHI3BIBAET CMYIJIBIX 3€JICHOKYAPBIX JOYEK
€ro Urpathb ¢ Hel, BbI3BIBACT U... cMeeTcs. .. JI100o e, o000 KIaTh UX U 3aMUPATh OT HETTOHSITHOW
CJIAJIKOM PaZOCTH B HaJexke ObITh yCIbIaHHON uMHU. Ho OHM He mpuxonsT, — He XOTAT... OHa He
ux... OHa UM uyxas...

Ko xe oHa, B camom nene? CrpammBana Bacunus — momuur Bacs. .. [la pa3se oH 3Haer?
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TOYHO CKBO3b TYyMaH MPUIIOMHHAET OHA KEHIMHY YYIHYIO, JIETKYI0, THOKYIO, KaK MPYTHK, —
BOT-BOT niepesiomutcs. .. Kpacasuily math cBoto npuriomunaet Kcans... JIaBHO 3T0 ObUIO, JIET JBe-
HaJaTh Ha3aj, a To ¥ 6ombie. Hocuna ee mMath 1o Jiecy, MpukuMala K Tpyau, a cama He TO TOBOpHJIa,
He To mena... Vinu apyroit pa3 paszonerasi B Oefioe TuiaThe, HapsaHas, u3siiHas noHeceT ee, KcaHio,
B CaMyIo0 yallly Jieca, [IOCTaBUT Ha MeHb, a CaMa XOAUT KPyroM, YTO-TO CTPAaHHOE TOBOPHT, TO ILJIAYET,
TO CMeeTcsl, pyKaMu MallleT, TO K 3eMJie TIPUMAaeT, TO OIsTh BCKOUMT Ha Horu, odoiimer Kcanio u
HEXHO-HEKHO I1eJTyeT U B JIOO, U B IIEKH, U B I71a3a.
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[TomuuT Kcans st nouenyu. Kak ckaska craporo jeca NpusiTHbI €i1 OHU. .. I'ie Tenepb mama?
Hanexo oHa. Yexana, cyacTbs Mckath yexana... He BepHercs... sansa Hukonait roopur — He Bep-
Hercd. .. [Janeko yexana.

— Mawma Tbl MOsI, MaMa! — BBIPBIBAETCSI MHOIZIA U3 YCT JIEBOYKHU, W HANpsKEHHAsl TOCKJIUBAs
AyMa poeT ropsuyIo FOJIOBKY IO/ CMOJISIHBIMU KyApsAMU. .. JInunko Kcanu craHOBUTCS TOT/1a HEBbI-
pa3svMO TPYCTHBIM. . .

A Kpyrom Jjiec KOJigyer...

Konnyer nec...

— Bor Tebe onnHa KHHUTa, BOT JApyras, BOT TpeThbs. [Ipoutu Bce... 0COOEHHO 3Ty, PO JAEMOHa,
PO /1bSIBOJIA, KOTOPBIN Ha 3eMJIIO CJie3aJl, MOHaXMHIO cMy1iail... Ha, aepxu. ..

— BukTopunbkal

— To-to Buktopunska. Paia, Heboch. .. [tazeHku cBepkamoT... A «KanuraHckyio JOUKy» Tpo-

yna?

— Ilpouna... JlocagHo, 94T0 XpaOporo KarnurTaHa yOUJIH.

— Vx u nocagHo!

— Eii-bory... A npo jemoHa Kak xe?

— JlagHo, pouTenIb 1 y3Haelb. KHUri MOXeIb JOobIle 3a/1epXKaTth. .. Y TeOs B COXpaHHOCTH,
3HAIO.

W BBICOKMIT ceporIa3blil TMMHA3KCT JIET 16, 310pOBBIA, MYCKYJIUCTBII M CTPOMHBIN, C OTKPBITHIM
KpacHBbIM JIMLIOM U BeceJIbIM B30poM, KUBHY Kcane.

— IIpomaii! A Beyepom mpuenib Ha MPa3JHUK B3MISIHYTh? — HEOKUIAHHO JOOABHJI OH, OCTa-
HaBJIMBAsl IEBOUKY.

— Ha npa3gHuk? — BeIpBasoch U3yMJIEHHBIM 3BYKOM Yy To. — Ha kako# npa3aHuk?

— Bor uynnasa! Huuero He 3Haems! — M ruMHasuct Beceno paccMesuics... JlecoBuuka u
BrpsiMb!.. He mapom TeOst apasHsaT monu... Kpome cBoero jeca, HU4Yero 3HaTh He Xod4ellb... BOT
yT0: Wi rpaduHiomky Hatel ycrpoeH Oan B 3amke... Crbixasa, He60OCh, UYTO rpaHHIONIKA TpUe-
xana? JlecATs jieT oMa He OblTa. Bee mo 3arpanuiiam jieunsiack. Buauiie, eii Haill KJIMMar BpeJieH,
HO Terepb, Kak nepeexanu rpadsl cioga B PozoBoe, To Haluim, 4to rpadMHIONIKY MOKHO BOCIIMTATh U
Ha ponuHe, 1oMa. .. Y BepHynu. .. Hy, BOT 115 Hee ¥ pa3aHUK ycTpoun. .. Coceu Bce CheyTcsl. . .
Hapsnabie, 6oraun. ®y-1bl, Hy-Thi!

[Tpu 3THX c1OBaX T’MMHA3KCT MPE3PUTETBHO CBUCTHYIT M JOOABILT:

— He mo6mo s, koraa roctu y Hac. Hamm «rpadunsTa» ere 0olibilie HOC TOT/Ia 3aIMpalor. . .
becronoun! Kuuarcs, a yero? — camu He 3HaoT... KpectbsiH u3 COHEBKM MO3BAIM Ha PO3OBYIO
JyKaiKy. .. [Tuporu 1yt HUX MeKyT, MMBa HABAPKJIH. .. YTOIIeHbe Oy/IeT Moe MOYTEHUE, TPY-JIs-JIs. . .
[Tpuxoqu!

— A HUKTO He YBUJUT?

— [Inarouek HaJeHb — HEe Y3HAIOT, WM OOJBINYIO MIaNb... Y TeOs eCTh Takas, 3Haio, OT MaTepu
ocTajiack... Benp BepHo ecth? [Ipuxonu. ..

— IIpuny.

W kuBHYB, B CBOIO 0Yepe/ib, FOJIOBOM MaslbuuKy, KcaHsi puHynack ObiIo K aBepu. Eii mocisl-
II1aJIMCh B COCEHEN KOMHATE YIIPAaBUTEIbCKOTO JIOMa YbU-TO JIETKHE Kpalylrecs IIary. . .

Ceroans oHa, 10 keJAHUIO ChIHA YIpaBjsolero, Bukropa, oTBakuiach B MEpBbI pa3 Mpo-
HUKHYTb B CAMBI{ JJOM YIPaBJISIOIIETo, I1e XUJI B JIETHEE BpeMs y oTua ruMHasuct Bursa MypuH.
Hano Obu10 criemmTh: HEPOBEH Yac — HArPSHYT. ...

Vxe Kcans Obl1a Ha mopore, Korjaa MajbqiK, TOUHO OCEHEHHBIH BIIPYT KAKOK-TO JTyKaBOK MbIC-
JIbIO, CKa3aJl, 3HAUUTEJIBHO IVIS51 Ha CBOIO TOCTHIO:
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— Tel npo npukI0YEeHe ciibixana?

— Ilpo kakoe npuksoyeHue?..

— Jla nipo rpagekoe. .. IX B Ty rpo30BYyI0 HOUb, ISITh JHEW TOMY Ha3a[, JIOIIAIy MOHECIN Ha
camylo Ha YepToBy nacts. .. Jlymanu — koHel npuuied. .. Mosnoaas rpaguHionika cpasy Toro. .. «axu!
oxu! yHecu Mo moTpoxu!» [lnadyer u KpUUUT: «JailTe XOTh HA KOMEEUKY ellle MOXUTh!» U TOMy
nojio0Hoe . .. BApyr BhICTpes mpsiMo B JI0O KopeHHOH. .. Kopennas Oar. .. ['padpuniomika «ax!», rpad
«OX» U JaBayl CIIpallinBaTh «KTO CTpessiia?» W npeir ga ckok u3 cBoero Kopbita. Ho Tak 1 He y3Hau,
KTO crpensii... Oka3zanoch, Heuucras cuia crpesnsuia. .. Kakas-to yepHas ¢urypa, poctom ¢ Mapu-
HOBAHHYIO KOpIOIIKY, U CBOE€ UMsI HE TOBOPUT. .. TauHCTBEHHBbII He3Hakomel... Kym npsaBonal.. U
HIyT ero 3Haer eie KTo! Ha Bce BOMpoCh MOTYUT WM MBIYHT, MJTH COTTUT, YTO-HUOYIb B 9TOM POJE. . .
A Kyuep AHIIpOH U JsAnHU: «JlecoBuukal»

W BBIKpUKHYB MOCJIEHEE CIOBO CTPAIIHBIM IOJI0COM, BUKTOp Tak CKOCHII I71a3a, 4To JIpyras
Ha Mecte Kcanu pacxoxotanack Obl 6€3 yaepiKy, HO eid ObIJIO He IO TOro M OHa MOJTYa KJaJia IMPojIo-
KEHMS paccKasa.

BuxTop ucneityiomie msiaen Ha KcaHio 1 MHOrO3HaYMTENTbHO CBUCTEN ceOe Tof HOC.

Kcans Beprena koHen papTyka B pyKax u, IJIsiAsl UCTIOJIOObsI HA CBOETO JIpyra, Kycasa TyObl.

Mononoit MypuH Bce CMOTpeI Ha Hee, TOCBUCTBIBAasl, HAKOHEL] 3aX0X0TaJl BO BCE rOpJIo:

— A Benp rpaga-to u ero Aouky cnacna tel! M HEKTO 3TOro He nopo3pesaer! Hu ogux Hoc!
Jlaxe AHIPOH M TOT AyMaeT, 4To 3TO ObUIA Jpyrasi JecoBUYKa... VIX Be/b, IO er0 MHEHUI0, MHOTO
B JIECY BOIUTCS. ..

— Upert x10o-TO! — BCKpUKHYNa BApYyr Kcans, ¢ ObICTPOTON MOJHUY IIAPAaXHYJIach B CTOPOHY,
TMIepernphirHyyia Yepe3 OKHO, MPSIMO B cajl, B IBETHUK Ha AYHIMCTYIO KJIyMOy U IyCTHJIACh CTPEJIOI0,
CJIOMSI TOJIOBY, IO JIYTY K JIECY, K CTApOMY JIeCy, KOTOPbII OJH MOT YKPBITb €€ OT JIOIEH. . .

Cepnue Kcanu crydano. KpoBb HenpepbIBHO O1jla B BUCKHU. B rosose nrymeno. . .

O, Tonbko Obl oHU He y3Ha! TosbKOo OBl He Y3HAIM OCIIOa, UTO ITO cliesana oHa. Moo Torma
OHH HaBEpHOE TIO30BYT ee K cede, CTaHyT AOTBITHIBATHCS, OJIarOAapUTh, HArpaXaaTh, XBAJIHTh. .. HeT,
HET, MojlaJibllie OT 3TUX rpadoB. .. He xoueT oHa HU MOXBa, HU Harpaj ux... CMesaTbcsl OHU HaJl Hell
OyIyT, CMESAThCSI, YTO OHA HU CTOSITh HU CU/IETh, HU PYK AEpkKaTh HE YMeeT KaK HaJlo, MO-«MXHEMY».
W roBoputsk He ymeeT, Kak oHu. .. bor ¢ Humu! He Hazio ¢ Humu Berpevatses. .. He nHago! Ona necHas
JeBOYKa, JecoBuuka. Yo o0Irero y Hee ¢ HUMHU, ¢ 6orauamu, ¢ 6apamu XBanbiHckuMu? Ho, Moxer
ObITh, HE y3HAOT?.. VI BripsiMb He y3HatoT. JIumb 661 BukTop He Bhigan... Hebock, OH-TO moraganics
cpasy, 4To 3T0 oHa ObLa. .. Tonmbko Ob1 Mouas! Haio emy 3a 9T0 JKMBOTO €Xa WU MITeHIa TOPIeHKU
MpUBOJIOYb U3 Jieca. [lycTh TemmTes u MomyuT!

Kcans 6exana 6e3 orsiiku, ObICTPO, O0SICh ONISIHYThCS Ha3a[... A BAPYT TOHATCS 32 HEl?
Haronst, BepHYyT, CBSI3aHHYIO BEPHYT HACWJIBHO U TIPUBEAYT B ycaapOy... Cpamora!

Onymka! Jlec! CnaBa bory! Eiie ogus NpbikoK, ¥ IEBOYKA ¢ HACJTAXICHUEM pacTsHY/Iach Ha
MSITKOM TpaBe.

Ee HOrv 4yTh MPUTOMUIKCH OT Oera, HO MBICIH BCe padoTaid U padOTaIu ObICTpee MPEKHETO.

«W 3auem npuexasu 3T rpadsl cioa BECHOM. .. JlecATs JieT He Hae3xau. .. Y BApyr kak cHer
Ha ronoBy: U rpad, u rpaduns, u geru! TouHo ¢ HeOGa ynamu... Oxuno Pozosoe... U kakoe nmsi-
TO TIymoe ycaapOe nanu! — Bo3mymanack MbicieHHo Kcans... — Otuero He Benoe, He 3enenoe, He
Prixee? Jlsan ux pazoeper! IlpaBaa, rpadpuHs, roBOpsAT, 1O CMEPTYIIKU PO3bI JIIOOUT U UX BOKPYT
J0Ma ThMa-ThbMYIIas1, CTPACTh CKOJIBKO! OTTOro OyATO OBI U ,,PO30BBIM TTPO3BAJIH | »

Kcans noena Hocom 1 xapakTtepHo (bIpkHYy/Ia. OHa MOMHIIIA, YTO Ycaab0y, Kak U COCEIHIO0
C Hell IEpeBHIO, 3BaJIM, NIOKA OHA CTOsJIa 3aKojoueHHasi u mmycrasi, COHeBKOM, a TYT BOT IOJH XK ThI,
Po3oBoe oTkyaa-To B3s10CH!

Kcans 3munacek. Eit XoTenoch B3MISIHYTh Ha MPa3THUK XOTb W3JaH, HE MOAXOAs OJM3KO, a
Ternepb Bce KOHUEHO — pyxHynu ee meuThl! Tenepsp, korna rpad goragaics, KTO UX CIIACUTENb, OH
OyleT cKaThb ee, Hafi/ieT U... YMpET CO CThiJa Nepe]] BaXKHbIMU rocriofamu oHa — Kcans. ..
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Crapsiit lec noHeMHOTY TeMHedI. .. CepebpricTas poca IMOKpbUia OpUILTMAHTOBBIMU OJIECTKAMU
1BETHl U OBUTMHKH. .. EImie Tuie crano Kpyrom... [lepeBbsi Tepsiid B TEMHOTE CBOM OIPE/Ie/ICHHBIE
OYEepTaHUs U Ka3aJIMCh OTPOMHBIMU (paHTACTUYECKUMU cyliecTBaMu. KcaHs nputuxiia, 3auapoBaH-
Hasl 3TON MOJTYAIMBOM JIACKOH Jieca. B Takue MUHYTHI CMyT/Iasi IEBOYKA U BEJIUKAHBI-JIEPEBbs, U POO-
KHe [IBETUKU-OBUTMHKY KaK Oy/ITO 3aKJTI0YAIH MEX/1y COOOM KPACUBBINA U TECHBIN APYKECKUH COI03. . .

BnaxHnas TpaBa HEKHO JIbHYJIa K pa3ropeBlleMYycCsl JIMUMKY, OCBeXkasl ero. BepiiHel gepeBbeB
[IENTAIN YTO-TO YyTh CJIBIIIHO... W pasropsiaeHHOMY BOOOPaKEHMIO JIECHOW JIEBOYKH CTal Mepe-
LIUTHCS MTPU3PAK TOHKUI M BO3AYILIHBII, CKOJIB3UBIIMI K HEl HABCTPEUY JIETKOM MOCTYIIbIO, ILIEJIECTS
IO CTapblM OMNABIIMM IPOILJIOTOAHUM JIUCTHSIM U MXY.. .

— Mawma! Mawma! — cpeiBaeTcsl ApOXKANIMMU 3ByKaMH ¢ TyO JiecoBUUkH. — Mama! Mama!

Kcans npotsrusaet pyku Briepen. .. OHa 4yBCTBYeT MPUOIMKEHUE YEro-TO CBETJIOTO U pajoCT-
HOT'0, KaK CJIAAKUU COH IOHOCTH. .. 3HAKOMBIH I11ej1ecT. . . HexxHbIi mesnect. .. Ho rojioca He CIIBIIIHO. . .
Jlvnia ve BumHO. [la KcaHs ero u He MOMHUT, He 3HaeT... K yxkacy cBoeMy He 3HaeT, 3a0blia Joporoe
muio... Ho oHa ke, sAeT co cliaJkon HaJlexkK 10U, BCs TPeTeT, BCSL PajlocTh, BCs oxuaanue. .. OHa
OXMJAET Ty, K KOTOPOI Tak CTPaHHO BJIEYET ee cepale... Eil Mano MOHATHO 3TO 4yBCTBO, HO 3Ha-
KOMO, 3HaKOMO 0Oe3 KOHIa... OHa 4acTo Tak OXMIAeT CBOIO MaTh B TUIIMHE 3a4apOBAHHBIX JIETHUX
Houel... MoxeT ObITh, 3T0 M000Bb? Ho oHa, Kcans, He ymeeT oOuTh. .. OHa JlecOBUYKa. .. Y Hee
cepiie MOXHATOe, «B IIEPCTH», KAK TOBOPSAT Te, KTO €¢ HEHABUIIUT. . .

Ox, X0Tb OBl YBUJIaTh, XOTh ObI BCTIOMHHUTb €€ JIUIIO, BOJIOCHI, Tyia3a!

W nenbiMu yacamu OHa KJIET U IyMaeT PO «HEee», PO CBOI0 MaMy. ..

— Mawma! Mawma! I'ne Te1?

Morryart ctapsie 1yOsl... Momuur Jiec. ..

Bapyr crpaHHbIi IIMOANIMNA 3BYK, TOUHO BBICTPEI. ..

B onny munyty Kcans Ha Horax.

I'pe3 kak He ObIBaJIO!

UYro 310? CO cropoHbI rpadckoi ycaapObl CBETIO... TOYHO 3apeBO MOXapa CTeJeTcs Io
nyxaiike. Kakoil cTpaHHBII MypHypoBbId OrOHb! A B YepHOE HEOO JIETUT 3Mesl, AJTMHHOXBOCTAs,
sipKasi, ropsimasi, Kak ¢akes. Banerena 10 TeMHBIX 0OJAKOB, 3JI0BEIIE IIUIS U B3BUBASICh TyTOM, U
MOCBHINIAJIUCH 3BE3/Ibl OT €€ XBOCTA, SIPKUE, TOPIOYME, AUBHO CBET/IbIE, KAK COJHLE UM OTOHB!

N kpuku nocneimanucs B Ty ke MuHyTy Kcane. Ho He ncnyranHele, He MOJIAIIKE O IIOMOLIH,
a TPOMKUE, JIMKYIOIIME, KaK CaMO TOPXKECTBO.

UYro 310 Takoe?

I'maza neBoukM BIWIKCh B HEOO, HA KOTOPOM MEJIEHHO Tasiia, ApoOsCh HAa MEJIKUE 3BE3/Ibl,
JJIMHHOXBOCTAs1, OTHEHHAsI 3Mesl.

Hpornyna Kcans. ['maza pacimprumuck ot modomnsitctBa. Hozapu 3arpeneranu. ..

Onsre BeicTpen... Bropas 3mes... Eue qymHHee, xBocTHcTee, oruucree neppou... 1 cHoa
30JI0TBIM CHOTIOM CBEPKAIOIIMX 3BE3/1 pacchllajach Ha 3eMJIIO.

— A-a-a! — KAKMM-TO IMKUM 3BYKOM IOJIHOTO HE/IOyMEHHUs1, BOCTOPra U U3yMJIEHUS BbIPBAJIOChH
y Kcanwu, u Gosnbiiie oHa yxe He paccykaana.

V3HaTh, BO 4TO OBl TO HH CTAJIO Y3HATh, YTO 3TO OBUTH 32 3MEH, OCTPbIM, KTYUUM KEJIaHUEM
3aKMIIENIO B JIyIie JeBOUKU. He pa3MBbIIUIsis 0 HOCTAEACTBUSIX, OHA TEM ke OSIIeHbIM rajloroM, KaKiuM
MpUMyYaIach Clofia JIBa yaca HasaJ, rojeresa K rpadckoit ycaapoe, He dysl HOT TIoj1 COOOM.
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I'naBa VI
Tak D0J2KHO OBLIO CIYYUThCS

Korga Kcans mpuOmmxkanack K pO30BCKOH JIyXkaiKe, Mpa3THUK ObLT YK€ B TOJHOM pa3-
rape. KpoBaBo-ypriypHoe m1amsi OEHrajJbCKOro Orast 03apsuio (paHTaCTUUECKUM 3apeBOM MOJISHY,
C YCTaBJICHHBIMHU Ha HEW CTOJIaMH, OKPYKEHHBIMH CKaMeKaMU. 3a 3TUMHU CTOJIaMH MUPOBAN Kpe-
CTBsIHE, OJIEThIE HAPSI/IHO, TIO-TIPA3THUYHOMY.

Kycku xapeHoi CBUHMHBI, TUPOTH, OYTHUTKK C BOJKOM, Be/ipa C MMBOM — BCE JKMBO TOTJIOIIA-
JIOCh HETPeOOBATEILHBIM U HEKAIPU3HBIM Ha yroieHue HaponoM. PoHapy ¥ MOMUHYTHO BCIIBIXMBA-
Iol1Iee TUIaMsl TO KPAaCHOTO, TO CHHETO, TO 3€JIEHOr0 OIHsI OCBELIAJIN JIyKailKy. Mexk Iy cTojamMu CHO-
BaJIM PEOATUIIKY, YIUIeTast IPSHUKK U OPeXH, EeAPO PO3AaHHbIe UM Ipad)cKuUM Oy(heTIMKOM.

W3 rocrniofckoro joma HeC/IUCh 3BYKU MY3bIKH. Llenbiil opkecTp, BHITUCAHHBIN U3 TYOSpHCKOTO
ropojia, Urpajl 3ByYHble, KpPacCUBbIE MEJIOAUH OaJIbHBIX TAHIIEB.

CKBO3b paCTBOPEHHBIE HACTEKb OKHA HECIIMCh BECEJIbIe T0I0Cca U MOJIOAOH, PAJIOCTHBINA CMEX.

Ban B rpadckoii ycagpOe ObUT B caMOM pasrape.

Kcans, poOko mpoOupasich Mo HEOCBEIIEHHOMY MECTy, MEKAY JAEPEBbSIMU, OKPYXKAIOIIUMHU
Jy’KalKy, TIOYTH BIUIOTHYIO TOJOILIA K ONMKaMIIeMy CTOJYy, CKpbITasi OT HEro TOJCTBIM CTBOJIOM
UCTIONMHCKOM Junbl. [Tupyiommuye KpecThsiHe He MOIIM 3aMeTHTh ee. VX pacKkpacHeBIIMeCs JINIA, UX
IIIyMHBIE TOJIOCA ¥ pe3KHe HEYBEPEHHbBIE IBIKEHH S TOBOPHIIH 32 TO, UTO Ipad)CKUe rOCTH He 00U IeITH
ceOst ¥ BO3/1JIN JJOJDKHYIO JJaHb TOCTIOICKOMY YTOILIEHHMIO.

Wwm Gbuto teneps He 10 Kcanu. PeGATHINKY ke Tak 3aHSUTMCh MEKIy COOOH, BBIPbIBast IPYT Y
Apyra JJAKOMCTBA, YTO TOKE He 3aMETHJIU MPUXOAa HEHABUCTHON UM JIECOBUUKHU.

Oma cTosua IpUTUXIIIAsA, yieamas B ceOs, B 0KUIaHINA HOBOTO TOSIBJIEHHS] OTHEHHOW 3MeH,
TaK Mopas3uBIlel ee BooOpaxeHue. Uto 31o Morsio OeiTh — Kcanst He 3Hasa. OHa HU4ero nogoOHOro He
BU/IeJIa ellle B CBoei xKu3HU. He Buzena oHa K TAKMX BKYCHBIX SICTB, TIOJI TSIKECTBIO KOTOPBIX JIOMUJIHCh
CTOJIBI, OKpYkeHHble nUpylomMu. bennsokka! Eil, He eBiei, Kpome MoxyieO0K U KallH 1a KOPOK
xJie0a ¢ MOJIOKOM U KapTtodenem, el Ka3aiuch BCe STU MUPOTY, CBUHUHA U TIPSHUKH Y peOsT mouc-
THHE [IapcKuM yroieHueM. K Tomy e oHa ObUta rosiofHa cerogHs 6osee 4em Koraa-yinoo. [JnuHHas
JBOIHAS IPOTYJIKa U3 ycaIpObl B Jiec ¥ 0OpaTHO HE MOIJIa He TIOCIIOCOOCTBOBATh HA30MIMBO Pa3BH-
BaIOIIEMYCsI C KaXKIbIM MrHOBeHreM armetuty. Cmonku Tekm y Kcanu, u 3amax skapeHod CBUHUHBI
[IEKOTAJI OOOHAHUE; [TOJ JIOXKEUKON cocalto. .. YTOOBI HE BUOETH BCEX ITUX COOIA3HUTEILHBIX BEIIEH,
OHa IPYXMYpHUJIa Jake Bekd. .. Ho HeHaonro. OpHa-aBe MUHYTHI — U 7132 €€ HTMPOKO OTKPbUIHCh,
TUXWIA, YyTh CJIBIIIHBIA KPUK BBIPBAJICS U3 TPYIH.

Yro-T0 HEOOBSICHIMOE TBOPWJIOCH Tepe]] Hell. B Bo3ayxe BepTenoch orHeHHoe Kojeco. Bep-
TEJIOCh C HEOMHUCYeMOM OBICTPOTOM, pacchimasi BOKPYT ceOsl 3Be3/Ibl U MCKPbI, UCKPBI U 3BE3/IbI, 03
cuera, 6e3 uncna... YTo-To CTUXMIHO MPEeKpacHoe ObUIO BO BCEH TOM OBICTPO BpallaloIIeiics Macce
OT'Hsl, JI0 TOTO IIpeKpacHoe, uTo KcaHsi He Bbliepkaa 1, BCs IOATOHsieMasi OIHUM CTPACTHBIM, Herlpe-
OZIOJIMMBIM KEJIAHUEM Y3HATh, BO UTO ObI TO HU OBLJIO y3HATh, YTO ITO TAKOE, 3a0bIB YT POKAIOILYIO e
OIACHOCTb OBITh Y3HAHHOM, PUHYJIACH BIIEPE]l U B OMHY CEKYHIy OUyTHJIACH Mepe]l YyJ0IeCTBEHHBIM
KOJIECOM, MEUYIIIMM OJJHOBPEMEHHO U UCKPBI, ¥ 3Be3/Ibl, ¥ T1aMsi. OrpOMHBIMHU IJIa3aMHU, pacIIvipeH-
HBIMH OT U3yMJICHUS M1 BOocTopra, Kcans cMoTperna, He OTpbIBasiCh. . .

Ei1 kazanoch, 4To Kakas-To TaiiHas CUJia JBUKET HEBUIMMOM PYyKOM KOJIECO U YTO BOT-BOT U3
CaMOTo IJIAMEHU MOKaKETCsl JyX OTHsl, IIAPCTBEHHBIN U MPEKPACHbII, B OTHEHHOW THApe, C MEYOM
B pYKe.

Ona 3a0bUTach 10 TOTO, YTO TepecTaa CO3HaBaTh AEHCTBUTENBHOCTD. [TbUTKOE BOOOpaKeHue
MOJIOION AMKApKH, HEe BUIEBIIEH B CBOEH JIeCHOW TpyIoOe HU (periepBepKka, HU OSHIraIbCKOTo OrHS,
cozaasaio bor BecTs Kakue (paHTa3uu U JiereHabl. .. Ho BOT miaMst yMEeHbIIUIIOCh, OCIa0I0 | C HInTIe-

HHUEM, BHIOPOCHB U3 ceOs 1IeJbIid CHOI UCKP, TIOTacjio pa3oM. ..
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Mesxny TeM KenThiid OeHraJIbCKUI OTOHb, 3aKKEHHBI Ha CMEHY KPacHOMY, 03apyjl MECTHOCTb
emie sipue, eme ceewiee. Ctajgo pa3oM CBETIO, Kak JHeM. OCBETWIUCH JUIa MUPYIOIIUX, OCBETH-
JICh UX MIPA3IHAYHbIE SIPKUE OJIEKIbl, OCBETUJIMChH CHYIOIIIUE MEXKy CTOIAMH, B O)KUJAHUU TTOJIAueK,
pebsaTuikw. .. M Bce cpasy 3amerwiv KcaHio, He 0XKHMIABIIYIO B 3Ty MUHYTY TaKOTO MpeJaTe/ibCTBa
CBeTa.

— JlecoBnuka! I'nsaaure! JlecoBuuka, Opartiisl, BbUIe3ia U3 cBoeit Hopwl! JlecoBmuka 3mech!
JlecoBruka! — mocybIIaIMCh TYT U TaM roJIoca HE TO U3YMJICHHBIX HEOKUIAHHOCTBIO, HE TO 3JI0paj-
CTBYIOIIIUX U peOSITUIIICK, U B3POCIIBIX KPECThsIH.

«YHTH. .. yOexaTh CKopee. .. MOKa He TI03IHO!» — BUXpeM IPOoHec/Ioch B roioBe Kcanu, u oHa
y’ke METHYJIaCh ObLJIO B CTOPOHY, C IBHBIM HAMEPEHHEM TPUBECTH B UCIIOJIHEHHE CBOIO MBICITb.

— Kyna, kongoBckas nesyonka! Youpars? Her, manuiib, He yiiaens!

N orpomublil mapeHb, TSKENIO MOAHSIBIIMCH C Kpas CTONA, Kak U3-TI0J 3€MJIM BBIPOC TIEpe]]
Kcaneii.

CJI0BHO 1T0 MAHOBEHHUIO HE3PUMOW PYKH BCE TIOBCKAKAJIA CO CBOMX MeCT. PEOATHIIIKY C BUSTOM
OKPYXWJIM JIEBOUKY U, MpUCeasi, UINA U JIOMasiCh, IIPHIFAJIA ¥ BepTeJUCh BOKPYT Hee. B3pocibie He
oTCTaBaju OT HUX. [JTyxast HeHaBUCTh K MaTtepu KcaHu, KOTOpYI0 OHU CUMTAIU 32 KOJIIYHBIO, TETIEPh
oOpyIIMIach Ha JOYb.

— I[punonzna-taku, BeAbMUHA JI0UKA, — MOCIIBIIIAJICS HETOAYIOIIUI BO3IJIaC POCIIOTO MapHsI. —
[Tputanmiack Ha pa3aHUK, Ulllb Thi!.. [1a3uiaMu Tak ¥ BOIUT, YTO MOWMaHHas coBa!l.. A Hy-Ka,
POOATHINKY, TIOy4YHTe-Ka ee! XOpOIIeHbKO MPOyUYUTe BEAABMUHY JIOUKY, YTOOBI MPOIIUIA Y Hee 0X0Ta
U3 CBOEW HOPBI BHINION3ATh!

CkazaB 3TO, OrpOMHBII MapeHb OTolleN B CTOpoHYy. Ha ero mecre odyTwiuch 10 moiayTopa
JecATKa MaJIeHbKUX (PUTYPOK, KPHUUABIIIMX, BU3KABIIIMX U XOXOTABIIHUX 0€3 yIepKy.

Kcans xoporo 3Hana Beex atux Mainek, Akyinek, Bacek, Tpuiiek u AHIOTOK. Y Hee ¢ HUMU
HE pa3 MPOMCXOVJIN CTHIYKH B Jiecy. He pa3, mpecnenyembie e, Oekaau OHU BPacChIHYI0. Terepb
BCE OHM JKQXK/IAJM TOJILKO BHIMECTUTh HA «IIOTAHOM JIECOBUYKE» BCE CBOM OOUIHI. . .

Kak 3amyrannsiii 3Bepek, mpuxkarasi K CTBOJTY JAepeBa, CTOs1a OCpen Beed 3Tou Tombl Kcaust.
O3apeHHas1 JOropaoIyM riaMeHeM OeHraJIbCKOTO OTHsI, OHA B CAMOM JIeJie Ka3aiach He OOBIICHHBIM,
a CKopee KaKUM-TO CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHBIM CyIiecTBOM. Ee BOIOCH COMIIMCH; aJIblid IJIATOYEK YIIa ¢
HUX BO BpeMs Oera, U IbIITHbIE, YePHBIE, OJIECTAIIIE KOCMBI CHIIAUCh €f MyIIUCTBIMU MPSAASIMHU Ha
7100, ek U rpyab. YepHbie, OrpoMHbIe, OCIICUTENbHBIE I71a3a CBepKai. Mekue, OecTsime 3yObl
10 OOJTH 3aKYCHJIH Ty PITyPHYIO HUKHIOI Ty0y.

B Heii B 3Ty MUHYTY OBLJIO, O0JIee YeM KOra-Jmdo, 4TO-TO JUKOEe, CTPAHHOE U XUIIHOE. . .

JleTu rycroii Ienbio OKPYKUJIU e CO BceX CTOpoH. CMyTIIble, 3aropesibie py4OHKU MOTSAHY/IUCh
K Hel, IJIa3eHKU CBEpKaJId TOPXKECTBYIOIEH 31000i. Crapiiue, yCreBIre HaeCThCS M HAITUThCS JI0
OTBaJy, IPEABKYIIIasi MHTEPECHOE 3peJIvile, OoKUraau pedsar. BuHo caenano cBoe nesno. ['onoBsl
3aTyMaHUJIMCh OT CIMPTHBIX MAPOB.

— A Hy-Ka, cyHbes!.. OHa Te otaenaet!.. OHa Te nokaxer!.. Tponb-ka ee!.. Heboch, Gourbes?
A Hy, a Hy, Cenbka! JIn6o b1, AHIOTKa! D-3X — Kyl k Bam!.. Kamu maso em. .. Hebock, momxkanu
XBOCTHI!

Tak roBOpwJI MaJIeHbKUM, MPU3EMUCTBII MYXKHWYOK, KOTOPOIO HEIABHO TOJBKO JIECHUYUI
omrpacdoBa 3a OPYOKy Jieca U KOTOPBIA paj ObUT OTOMCTUThH Tereph HU B YeM HE IMOBHHHOW
JIeBOYKE.

Amntorka u CeHbKa ObUIM JJBOE CaMBIX CHJIBHBIX M CAMBIX OTUasSHHO CMEJIBIX peOsT B JepeBHE
Y KMYUJIUCh CBOEU CHJIOM.

— CUJIBHBI-TO CHJIBHBI, Ja He OOJIHO-TO TOpa3/ibl, KOJIH JIECOBUYKHU OOSI3HO CTAJIO, — MOA3a/10-
pUBaJI IeTel MbSHBIA MYKUYOHKO.

AHIOTKa, Ha ABa roga crapiie CeHbkH, oqHuX JieT ¢ KcaHnel, Tak BCsl M BCIIBIXHYIA.

Vrpek npuiiiesics eil He B OpOBb, a B TJ1a3.
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— A KOJIM TaK, Tak DJIAOM K Ha MeHs, nsaaeHpka Cemen!

U, npexae yem KTo-1100 MOT BHITOBOPHUTH CJIOBO, OHA, TUKO B3BU3THYB, MoACKounIa k Kcane
1, CXBATUB €€ 32 BOJIOCHI, M30 BCEH CHJIBI IEPHYJIA UX.

JlecoBruka MiCIyCcTW/IA TUKUN KPUK, KPEMKO CXBATWIIA 32 TUIEYM AHIOTKY U OTTOJIKHYJIA ee C
TaKOU CUJION OT ceOsl, YTO Ta OTCKOYMJIA ITaroB Ha IMSTh U TPOXHYJIACH 03€Mb, YIAPUBIIUCH TOJIOBO
O TEHb.

— A-a-a-a! — He TO CTOHOM, HE TO I'PO3AIIIM KPUKOM IPOHECIIOCH B TOJIIE.

— MoueHpka mosi. .. Pognas mos! Youa te6s!.. Kak ects youia 1o cMepTa mojyias JiecCOBUIKa !
Kaxk ectb 10 cMepTH! — CoIbIIAICS MPUYIUTHIBAOIINN TOTI0C 0a0bl ABJIOTBH, MaTepy AHIOTKH.

N xots AHloTKa ceiluac ke MOJIHSIIACh Ha HOTY M CHOBA PBaJIach BIEpe]l, K JIECOBUUKE, ABIOThSI
MPUYUTHIBAJIA HAJI JIOUYKOW, KaK IO TIOKOWHUIIE, BOSI U PACKaYMBasiCh M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY BCeM
TeJoM. Bapyr, o3apeHHast KakoW-TO BHE3aITHOW MBICIIbIO, OHA KUHYJIACh B CAMYIO CepEeIMHY TOJIIIBI U
3aBU3KAJIa POH3UTESTBHO U PE3KO:

— A? Po6s! [la uto xe 310 3HaunT? A? okomu Teprets Oyaem? A? OHa HallMX AeTel MOPTUTh
CTaHeT... a Mbl KJIaHsICs 1a TepnH. .. EiiHas MaTh KOJTyHbs OblIa, HEKpelieHas cuiia, Beapma! CBoeit
BOpPOXOO# Oe/Ibl HaChUIANA, JIIOISIM OOJIECTH, CKOTY Majiex. .. M noyeHbka Toxe Oyzer. .. [ToctofiTe. ..
Hartauemcs, ed-et! loxaemcs! Bo! Veumaere! [leteil criepBoHavyany Hamux mepeOber, a TaM 3a
Hac!.. Oii, MmoueHbku Moeii Het!.. Teprers HeBMoOroTy... JlecoBuuka, kak ectb jecoBuuka! U ria-
3M111a, KaK y IpsABOJA, ropAT!.. OX, oX, 4yp MeHs, uyp!

U, mutioHyB B CTOpOHY, ABIOThsI YCHJICHHO 3aKPECTHIIACh IIMPOKUM UCTOBBIM KPECTOM.

Kcans crosina monmya, ropio 3akMHyB ToJIoBy. [71a3a ee cBepKasu.

— ToI 310 uTO X)e, a? PeOaT Hammx 3ammobars HACMEpTh CTaia, a?.. — pa3Aaics ToJ0C OIHOTO
13 HarOoJIee TIOMIBBITUBIIMX KPECThsIH, MOACKoUMBINero kK Kcane 61m3Kko-0113Ko0.

ToJma BCKOJIBIXHYJIACK. . .

Bce, u cTapuku, v KEHIIVHBI, ¥ JETH, TIPUABUHYIIMCH K TOPIO CTOSIBIIIEH JIEBOUYKE, YCTPEMUB-
11ell CBOM OrHEHHBIN B30 Ha B30EIIeHHYIO TOJITY.

— JlecoBuuka u Brpsimb! [TocmoTpuTe, I1a3uiia, Kak MIOMIKH, TOPSIT, YTO Y KOIIKH! — MOCIIbI-
HIaJICs Yel-TO TOHEHBKUI BO3MIac. — BegpMa, Kak ecTh BegbpMa!

— Benpma 1 ectb! — mogxXBaTHIIM JIpyrUe, a OQUH MPUOABKIL: a YTO, OpATIIbl, CJBIXAJ S, UTO OT
BEJIbMbI TOJIBKO OTHEM CITACTUCH MOXKHO.

— Bectumo orHeM, TOJNBKO OTHeM! — MOCTBIIIAIMCH TO TYT, TO TaM TbsiHBIE Tojoca. — Ko
Be/IbMa, K TIpUMeEpy CKa3aTbh, CTOPUT ceivac ke; KO XPUCTHAHCKAs JTyIeHbKa — He 000KKETCS HU
€/IMHBIM TAJBLEM. .. Y3K BepHO Tak!.. OT CTapbIX JIOAEH CIIbIXAJH. ..

— A d4t0, OGpartiipl, KOJIU MONBITaTh, a? TOMKHYTH JIECCOBUYKY B OTOHb, M KOJIU TOTO, HY, CTOPHT,
3HAYUT, O JbSBOJIOM 3HAETCs, YeJJOBEYECKOMY POIY TEepBBIM Bpar, — a KOJIU 37paBa M HEBpearMa
BBII/IET, TaK, 3HAYMUT, TOTO — MOKHO M OTITYyCTUTh HA BCE CTOPOHHI... A?

CrpaiHpIMu, 37I0BEIIMMU 3BYKaMU TIPOHECIIOCHh 3TO MPeIJIokKeH e TIOATY/ISBIIETO MYKHKA.

Bynp kpecTbsiHe Tpe3Bbie, OHU, HECMOTPS Ha CBOE CyeBepHe, BPs I Obl OTBAKIIIUCH HA TAKOE
neno. Ho pasropeBivecss oT BUHA TOJIOBBI coOOpaxkaau Tyro. Bogka — 37as cuiia 4eioBevecTBa.
Bonka npeBpamiaer Hapoxa B 3Bepst. OHa jieaeT caMbiX KPOTKUX — HEUCTOBBIMHU, CAMBIX TUXHX —
oTuagHHBIMH. BosiKka 3acTaBisieT yesioBeKa 3a0bIBaTh CBOE UEJI0BEUECKOE JOCTOMHCTBO U JIEIAET €ro
0e3yMHBIM, OECIIOIIAJHBIM U KECTOKHM.

N y cuibHO yrke TIOABBINMBITIEH TOJITHI CO3PEIIO yKacHOe pellieHre. He B Mepy BeIIUTast BOJKA
Jiesana CBoe JIeJio.

HewncToBcTBOBABINAsA B BOIUIAX M MPUYUTAHUSAX MaTh AHIOTKM TOIOABJIsAIA, KaKk TOBOPHUTCS,
Macjia B OTOHb, 'POMKO BBIPakasi CBOI0 HEHABHUCTh JICCOBHUKE.

— Hereit ona noprtut!.. Ilo matepu noiiner!.. Ckor Bayuth craHeT!.. BoT yBumute ckopo!..
ITomsHeTe meHs!..
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Heckomnbko venoBek nmoTpesBee mpoOoBaiu, ObLIO, yroBaprBaTh, YCIIOKOUTh pa3OyIlieBaBIILy-
10Cs TOJIITY U YAepKaTh ee OT Oe3yMHOr0 MOCTYIKa, HO MX MepeKpudaiy Apyrue. . .

B yri1y momnsiHbl K pa3qHUKY OblIa HACKOPO CJIOKEHA OrpOMHAsI KUPIIMYHAs 11edb. B Hell mexm
MUPOTY ISl COHEBCKUX MYXKHUKOB. [leub, HakaneHHas JOKpacHa, 3Usijla OTHEHHOH Melepoi cpeau
yToJIKa JIyroBoi ruomanky. OKoso Hee CHOBAIHU JiBe 0a0bl, CTPAIYXH, U3 KPECThSIHOK, MTOBSI3aHHBIC
IUIaTKaMM, C PACKPACHEBIIMMUCS JIMIIAMH, [TOXOKUE Ha ABYX KPUL] OTHS, CBALIEHHOAEHCTBYIOIINX
T0/1JIE KPOBSIHUCTO-OTHEHHO! MEIIEpbl.

To4HO 10 KOMaH[ie MOBEPHYJIMCh TOJIOBbI KPECTbSIH K 3TOH MEYH.

CJI0BHO OfIHA U Ta ke MBICJIh MPOHU3aJIa MO3T BCEX MYXKUKOB U 0a0, 03JI00JICHHBIX, HETO/IYIO-
IIUX U UCCTYIUICHHBIX.

— Bor... BOT... — MOCIBIIIANOCH U3 TOJIBl HEYBEPEHHBIM, CPbIBAIOIIMMCS 3BYKOM... — BoT,
BOT... UCTIPOOOBaTh HaJO-Th Obl. EpM BepHO CKa3bIBas: KOMM XpUCTHAHCKas IylieHbKa, ['ocronp
HE TIOITYCTUT, OTOHb HE COXIKET, KOJIM Be/IbMa, AbsBOJICHBIIL, JIECOBUYKA. .. Ty/a €il u jgopora!

— Tyna u fopora! — He TO MPOCTOHAA, HE TO axHyJIa ToJIa U npuABUHYNack K Kcane, okpyxuB
€€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Ceparuie 3amepno B rpyau Kcanu. JIuiio MepTBeHHO moOseaneno. .. Komouuil Xonomaok mpo-
IIeJICS TIO ee Tety 30KuMH Myparikamu. CMepTenbHast OMacCHOCTh BCTaja Mepe Hell. . .

B riyxo#t epeBHe, OTCTOSIBIIIEH OT TOpojia OKOJIO CTa BEPCT M Oosiee CeMHIECATH BEPCT OT
CTaHLIMY, II€ UKW U HEBEKECTBEHHBII HApO]] 11IE CJIETIO U ITyXO BEPUJI B PYCAJIOK, JIILINX, YIIbIPEN
Y JJOMOBBIX, HeJb3s1 ObUIO JKAaTh MOMIAAB! [Jis1 OEHON JEeBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO CUMTAIU 32 BEAbMY, 32
KOJIIyHBIO; B OCOOEHHOCTH HeJb3s1 OBIO JKAaTh MOIIAbI TeNepb, KOT/1a BUHHbIE Maphl KPYKUJIU BCEM
rosioBbl. Kcans cozHaBania 310.

[IpaBaa, y 3TUX /M01€H HET MPSMOro HaMEPEHU s JIMIIUTD €€ KU3HU; OHU ITPOCTO XOTAT TOJIBKO
UCTIBITaTh, JIECOBUUKA JI OHa. Ho Kak «ucnbITaTh» — OrHeM!

Ucnbitats!

Kcans oin4HO 3HaeT, 4To 3HaYUT 3TO «UCIBITAHUE». VI3 X yrpokKaloluX KPUKOB OHA MTOHSIIA
Bce!.. Kakoit yxac! O, 3aueM oHa npuiinia cioga!

Ecnu 6b1 OHa ymesa MouThesl, OHa Obl MoTHIack. .. Ho o bore Kcans nvena kakoe-To cTpaH-
HOe, HeonpeJesieHHoe nmoHsitue. Bacuunii roopui eit: «bor 3to cuna u Beicota! Kto Emy monurcs u
nipocut Ero, Tomy OH nomoraer, noromy O1 Musiocepn» ... Ho oHa He ymeeT MosuThes. .. Ee HUKTO
He yuuJ... Ee ayina takas, Kak v y OTuusl. .. TeMHasi, MajieHpKas aylia. . .

A KpukH pactyT... KpecTbsaHe Kpruar, TOYHO cTapasch epeKpuyarh Apyr gpyra. .. Fx ronoca
3noBeny. .. C MX KpHUKaMu CJIMBAETCSl BU3T JieTei U 0a0 U Tak U CBEPJIUT YIIH. ..

Barnsnyna Kcans Ha He60. .. BeizBe3quiio oHo. .. Musutmap/pl 38e3/] Ha HeM, JIACKOBBIX, KPOT-
KuX... A Hag HUMH bor! Tam Hax 3Be3gamu Ero npecron — tak Bacs roopur... Bugur i OH ee?
U ecnu Bugut — noMosker u er, Kcane?

A Moxer ObITh, He TONBKO OH, 1 MaMa BUIUT... MOXET, 1 Mama, U ee Mama TaM, Ha HeOe,
MeX[y aHreJlaMu WU cpeau 3Be3]. .. Beap ymepina oHa, HaBepHoe, ymepia... Komu Het nesnsix ase-
HaJI1aTh JIET BECTOUKH OT Hee — 3HAUUT, yMepiia Mama. .. YMepJa u... 00paTuiiach, MOXET, B Ty JlaJie-
KYIO 3B€3]ly ¥ CBETUT, U CMOTPUT, U BUJMT. ..

— Mama! Mama! — moMruMO BOJIM OTUAsTHHO KpuKHY/1a KcaHs v IpoTsiHy/Ia pyKU K HeOy.

— Wb 1! 3akiuHaer. .. Mamy kiauder. .. Hy, 6eperucs, pods!.. Ceituac siButcsi 6ecoBa BeibMa
JOYKY BbIpy4aTh, — HEMCTOBO TapKHYJI YEH-TO HETPE3BBI IOJIOC, TOKPhIB CBOMM 3bIYHBIM 3BYKOM BCE
OCTaJIbHBIE TOJI0CA.

— Hy, po0s, Tamu neBuoHKy K orawo!.. [lornsaum, moiier v BeabMa-MaTka JJOYeHbKY Cria-
carb. ..

AHI0TKa niepBas nojckouma k Kcane.

— Wnu, noranas jgecoBuyka! — TOJIKHY/Ia OHA ee OT AepeBa.
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Tonkuynmu u apyrue. 3abexanu cOOKy, c3aaM U, TOJKasi BCe BIEPE U BIlepel, TAIlWIU ee
MPSIMO K TIEUH. ..

Harpacno GnaropasymHble, Ooliee Tpe3Bble U3 KPECThsIH IPOMKO YBEIEBAIM OCTAJIbHBIX HE
Opath Ha Jyiry rpexa... TemHas ciia TOpKecTBOBaA. ..

Kcanio Tamuymm. ...

Omna He ynupasiach, He TPOTECTOBAJIA, OHA He 0OsJIach Jake. .. 3Be3/bl YIbIOATNCH el U3y,
KHMBaJIM, CJIOBHO IIENTAJIH:

— Huuero, neBouka, Huuero!.. CKOpo, CKOPO COeTUHUIIIbCS ¢ MamMO !

Ho uto 310?

Kakoii cser! Kakoe niams!

Kcans B3risHyna Briepen u oomepna. OraeHHas nemepa Oblla Tereph B IBYX IIarax oT Hee.
Kaxoit xap!.. Kakoe nmpoxwuraroiiee qaxe Ha pacCTOSHUM TIaMSs.

Kcans TuKo BCKpUKHYJIA U MOMATHIACK.

— Her! Her, nu 3a uto! He Benpma s1! He necoBuuka! Ilycrute! ITycture!..

— A Bot yBuauM! Mcnibitaem! I'ocrionib He rorycTuT, Ko rpasa! Jlesb cama B OroHb, 4To Jid! —
KpHYar JecsaTh TolIocoB B caMoe yxo Kcanu co 310001 1 HEHABUCTHIO.

3amepna Kcansi... Hu 4yBcTB, HU Mbiciielt... OAuH CIUIOMIHON yxkac... [lecTpsat onexipl,
OeneroT uia — He pa3o0patk... CMepTenbHbIN yXkKac TOKPhIBAeT Bce... A TulaMs pBETCs U3 Kepia,
ropiodee, CTUXUIHOE. . .

Eme munyta — u Kcans, mogxBayeHHast pykaMu JecsATKa OCBUPENEBIINX, MbIHBIX MYKHKOB,
OyzieT OpollieHa B caMoe KepJo. . .

Bapyr kakoil-To CTpaHHbIA, TOHKWM, HEXHbId, HO TPOMKHUI U BJIACTHBIA TOJIOC Pa3[aercs
03311 TOJIIIBL:

— Ilycrure mens, nycrure!

W nBe KeHIIUHBI ¢ yCUIIMEM MpoTaTKuBaoTcs. OfiHa BHICOKAsI, KOCTIISIBAsl, B HAKOJIKE Ha CEbIX
BOJIOCAX; Apyrasi — MoJioziasi, Bcsi B O€JIoM, BCs TIpesieCTh U BOIUIOIIEHUE CEMHAALIATUIICTHEH BECHBI.

— Yo 3a mym? Yro ciayunsocs?

W monopas peByIika, onupasich Ha PyKy CBOEH KOMITaHbOHKH, TPOOPABIIMCH CKBO3b TOJITY
KPECTbsIH, O4yTUJIACH JIMIIOM K JIMLy CO CTOsIBILIEH nepes neusto Kcaneil.

— Yro Th1, neBouka? 3auem Tol TyT? 3auem? 1 4To BBl XOTUTE C HEH AenaTh? — CTPOro ooparu-
JIach OHA K CTOSIBIIIMM BOKPYT KPECTbsIHAM.

[Nocneqaue MoTyaIM, CMyIIEHHO TIOCHUMAJIX IIANKH, KApTYy3bl U, TOYEChIBast 3aThUTKH, MOTYA
Y CKOH(PYKEHHO IJISI/IENIM HA MOJIOMYIO AEBYIIIKY.

— Yro xe ciyumiioch, HakoHel? ['oBopute ke! — obparuiach OHa K pOCIOMY, TIOYTEHHOMY
CTapHUKY KPECThSIHUHY, KOTOPBII BCe BpeMsl YeP’KMBaJI CBOMX OTHOCEIbYaH OT O€3yMHOI'0 IMOCTYIIKA.

— Ja uto, marymika Hatanbs JleHucoBHa, rpadpuHIONIKa Mosofasi! — MPOU3HEC CTapUK, CMY-
IIIEHHO MIepPEeMUHASICh C HOTH Ha HOTy. — OuepTenu JIOAUIIKHY. .. Bor BecTh uTo 3agymaii... Bot oHo
— BUHO-TO!.. JIo Yero He JOBEAET. ..

W c10BO 32 CJI0BO OH paccKazal O CIyYHBIIIEMCS.

C mpUIAOIMMMY IeKaMy MoJtoast rpaduHs cinyinaina cTapuka. JIMib TOIBKO paccKas Jomiet
10 CBOETO TparMyecKkoro KoHIla, oHa cxBatuiia KcaHio, mpukaiia ee k cede 1 'pOMKO KPUKHYJIa, 00pa-
IMasICh K KPECThsTHAM:

— Hukwue!.. Crensle!.. XKankue moau! U 3T70T pebGeHOK, 3Ta MpesiecTHas JIeByIIKa MOIJA. ..
MOTJIA. .. BHYIIIUTh. .. BaM. ..

Omna He IOroBOpUJIa, M LEJIbIiA TIOTOK CJIe3 XJIBIHYJI U3 ee IJ1a3.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHa MoiT4asa, He Oyaydud B cujax MpousHecTH HH cioBa. Crapas Komrma-
HBOHKA IlIeNTaja e 4YTo-TO Ha yX0 No-(ppaHily3cku. ['paduHIonKa MoTya u3pesika K1uBajia el CBoen
30JI0TUCTOM TOJIOBKOM.
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W Bapyr BeIIpsiMUsIach, TOUHO CTpEJIKA, BCS Takasl HeKHasl, CTpaHHasi, Bo3aymHas. [logHsiia
PYKY, MaxHyna ef. Bce ctixiyio TouyHO 1o BommeOCTBy. .. Bee mputanvch, 4yTh JAbIIA, TPUTOTOB-
JISISACH CITYIIATh 3Ty OEJyIo IeBYIIKY, Ka3aBIIYIOCs TIOJTHOYHOM Ipe3oil B ee OaJIbHOM IUIaThe U3 rasza
1 KPYKEB.

— TeMHbIe Bbl, TEMHBIC JIIO/IH. .. — 3a3BEHEJT €€ HEKHbII KaK 3BOH PyUbsl FTOJIOCOK, — HEYKEJIU BBl
BEpUTE, UTO CYIIECTBYET Ha CBETE KaKas-TO HEUMCTAasl CHJIa, KAKUE-TO 3JIble AyXH, JIOMOBBIE, Jiele?
Heyxenu HUKTO BaM He Pa3bsCHSLI, UTO BCE 3TO CyeBepHble mpeaaHusi? M Kak TOJIBKO MOIJIU BbI
MOJIyMaTh, YTO UMEHHO B 3TOW O€IHOM JIEBOYKE CKPHIBAETCS KaKas-TO HEUMCTas CHJIa M YTO OHa
CrocoOHA PUYMHUTH BaM 37107

KpectbsiHe ciyman Momya, ¢ HU3KO OMyIIEeHHBIMU ToioBaMu. HUKTO He perasicst BO3pa3uTh
MOJIOIOH TpahUHIOIIKE, UHbIE, CO3HABAS CBOIO HEMPABOTY, APYTUe — MPSIMO U3 YBAXKEHHUS.

— Crynaiite o [oMam, — IpooiDKaia Mexay TeM Oenas aeBymika. — CtymaiTe u 6iarogapure
Bora, uto OH He AOMyCTUII COBEPIINTHCS CTPAITHEUIIEMY PECTYIUIEHHI0, KOTOPOe HaBCerja ocTa-
JIoch OBl Ha Ballield CoBeCTH. .. Kakoe cuactbe, 4To 5 mocresa BoBpeMs!

W oHa MaxHy/a pyKoW CMYyILIEHHBIM, IEPEKOH(YKEHHBIM KPECThsIHAM.

— VxacHo! — oOpamasch mo-ppaHIly3cKU K CBOEH KOMITaHbOHKE, TIPOM3HECIa OHa B3/Iparu-
Bas. — Kak eme temen Har Hapoa!.. ITpocto yMy HenocTHxUMO!..

— He BonHyiiTech, uTs Moe, 0OpaTiM JIydllle BHUMaHHMEe Ha JEBOUKY ! — THXOHBKO, YCTIOKauBa-
IOIIMM TOHOM, TIpoM3Heca (hpaHITyKeHKa.

— a! Ma! begnoe auts! [Togymars CTpaIiHoO, 4TO CIIyYUIIOCH OBl C HETO, eCJIi Obl MBI HE TIO/IO-
CIIeJT BOBpEMs1! — OTBETHJIA, B3APOTHYB, IpapHHIONIKA U, elle Kpermye nprkas Kcanio k cebe, mpo-
IIenTana;

— INovinem, neBouka, He OO¥C, 1 OTBeAy TeOs K HaM... Thl YCIIOKOUIIILCA Y HAc, OeqHast MOsI
roiyoka!

Tonoc rpacuHIoNIKY ObUT TaK JIACKOB U HEKEH, TAK HETIPUBBIYHO HeXeH s cinyxa Kcanu, yro
OHA C TOTOBHOCTBIO pelmiia Obl cIeJIoBaTh 3a 3TOM 3JIaTOKYAPOM KpacaBUIel He TOJBKO B J0OM, HO
Y Ha Kpail cBeTa.

He roBopst Hu ci10Ba, OHa monuia 3a rpaduHei, HO BAPYT 3aliaTaiack. B roiose momMyTuiocs,
B IJIa3ax MMOILIM OTHEHHBIE KPYTH, U, TIPEKAE YeM KTO-JIMO0 MOT MoaXBaTuTh ee, KcaHs Tskesno pyx-
HyJIa Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Eit nypHo! — BockimMkHyna Mosnonas rpaduHs u OblcTpo HarHynack k Kcane, kotopas B rity-
O6oKOM 0OMOpOKe Jiexkasa pacrpocTepras y ee HOr.

— INomHATE ee OCTOPOKHO U OTHECTH B ycaabOy, B MOIO KOMHATY ... 3a MHOM!.. — IOBEJIUTETh-
HbIMM HOTKamu npuka3zaia Hara.

Heckombko KpecTbsiH BBIILIH BIIEPE, MOAHIM OecuyBCTBeHHYI0 KcaHio 1 oHecu ee co Beeit
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO CJIE/IOM 32 MOJIOJION TpachHEN U ee TYBEpHAHTKOM, B TPadCKyIo ycaaboy.
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I'naBa VII
3o0J0Tas HeBoJIsA. — IlepBbie TepHIN

— Tumre! tumme, pagu Bora!.. He ucmyraiite ee... Ona cniut. O6MOpOK mepelies B COH. . .

N mononas rpaduns Hata, TouHo Genast BomeOHUITA, BCTalla MEk/Ty JIeKallel Ha TyperKon
ortomaHke KcaHell 1 osiBUBIIMMMCS Ha MIOPOTe KOMHATHI JIIOAbMHU.

Wx 6bu10 TIATEPO.

I'pad Hdenuc BeeBononoBud XBajbIHCKUM, BHICOKMI, U3SLIHBIA TOCIIOANWH O YyTh CEACIOLIEH
IIEBEJTIOPOH, BO (ppake M OEJIOM TajICTyKe U, PSIOM C HUM, XPYIIKasi, U3sIIIHAsI, CTPOIHAS, KpacuBasi
JKEHIIMHA, BCsI OKyTaHHas B 0OaKka OesbIX BOJIAHOB, PIOILIEH U KPYKeB.

It0 Obuta rpacduHs Mapus BnagumuposHa.

Torncras, HeyKJIIokasi ¥ ppIXJjiasi )KeHIMHA JIET ATUIECATH B JIMJIOBOM IIAThE U YEPHOM IEpei-
Huke, Bacunuca MarBeeBHa, BocnuTarte/bHULIA TPpaUHU M €€ MIIQAIIMX AETel, Ternepb UCTIOIHSIO-
11asi poJib SKOHOMKHU U JIOMONPaBUTENIbHULIBI TPapoB, CTOsJIA HEMHOTO MOOJAJIb 32 CBOUMH T'OCTIO-
namu. Ee ObIBIIIME BOCIIMTaHHUKM OCTAIUCH Ha mopore. J[IBoe neTeid, OMM3HEIOB Mo IBEHAAIATOMY
rofy, opar u cectpa, Hanb u Bepa, Obutn XpyIky, MAJOBUIHBI M U3SIIIHBI, KaK ABe goporue (apdo-
POBBIE CTaTy3TKU. Bosock! 1€BOYKY, YI0KEHHBIE HA 3aThUIKE B KAKOW-TO 3aMbIC/IOBATBIN Y3€I1, CTPY-
WJINCH BAOJIb CIIMHBI U TJIeYel KPAaCUBBIMU IENEIbHBIMU BOJIHAMY, B TO BPEMs KaK y MaJIbuMKa, MOJ-
CTPUKEHHBIE B KPYKOK, OHU BHJIUCh 3aTEMJIMBO BJIOJIb MATOBO-0€JI0T0, COBCEM HETPOHYTOTO 3arapoM
muna. YepTsl uiia 000uX AeTel ObLIM TOHKH, C HEYJIOBUMOH MeYaThi0 HA/IMEHHOCTH, IPUCYIIEN apu-
CTOKpAaTaM.

B xomHare napui nomympak. Snonckuii hoHapuK 00IMBaIT €€ TAMHCTBEHHBIM CBETOM, TOITy00-
BaTO-MPO3PAaYHBbIM, KaK JIYyHHOE CUSIHUE B JIETHIOIO HOYb. OTKyJa-TO M3JaH, CJIaKO 3aMupas, HeC-
JIVCh 3BYKH OQJTBHOTO MOTHBA. ..
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I"pacbmHs HECITBIITHOM, OBICTPOW TIOXOAKOM NIepBast PUOIM3HUIIAC K MBaHY, B3IJISIHYJIA Ha pac-
IIPOCTEPTYIO HA HEM JIEBOUKY U TMXO axHyJa:

— boxe moi! Yto 3a ouapoatesbHOE ANTA!

W, moMoryaB HEMHOTO, ITPUCOBOKYIIUJIA:

— 3aBTpa ke 5 3aHECy ee Ha I0JIOTHO, 114, [a, 3aBTpa Xke. ..

— Panu Bora, mama, He pa3Oyaute ee! — u rpadunsa Hara, yceBimcs y Hor Kcanu, ymonsiore
CJIO)KUJIA CBOU MAJIEHBKUE PYUKH.
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— Her, "er! 4 Tonmpko B3mIsAHY!.. [locMoTpH, — oOpaTriiack TeM ke MIernoToM rpaduHs Io-
(ppanIy3cKu K MyXKy, — TOCMOTpH, [leHuc, 4ro 3a Kpacora!

I'pacp ObicTpO MPUOIM3MIICS K OTTOMAHKE, B3IJISTHYI Ha CISIIYIO U TUXO BCKpUYAT:

— 310 OHa!

— K10 ona? Kto oHa? — Tak 1 MOCHINAIMCh HA HETO CO BCEX CTOPOH BOMPOCHI.

— Ja ona! Ta, uro crpensiia B Bynanky u criacina meHs u Haty B Ty rpo3oByio HOub. .. He moxer
OBITD, YTOOBI 51 OIIIOCS.

I'pac xoten mprbaBUTH elrie YTO-TO, HO TYT K€ 3aKYCHII TyOHL.

Crsast Kecanst npocHysack. OrpomHble, YepHbIE I71a3a €€ IIMPOKO PacKpbUIMCh U, KaK JBE
SIpKUE 3Be3/1bl, OJIECHY/IM B TIOJ[yMpakKe.

—I'ne 17 — npoienTtana oHa, JUKO 03UPAsICh 110 CTOPOHAM.

—V npy3eii! He 6oricss Huuero. Mbl He nagum 1edsi B 00Uy, MpeiecTHOe TuTs!

U rpacunsa Mapus BranumMupoBHa HEKHO MPOBeSIa IO YEPHBIM CITyTaHHBIM KYIPSIM JIEBOYKH
CBOEH yHIMCTON PYKOIA.

Kcans1, He mpuBbIUHAS K JIACKe, OTOABUHYJIAch Ha3aj. [1oToM KMBO BCKOUMJIA HA HOTH U, BCE
elre MpoJoJikas IMKO O3UPaThCsl, TPOrOBOpUIa OBICTPO:

—Ilopa mHe... B jiec... aaas xBaTurcs... B siec... nomoii mycrure!..

— O, HeT, TeOs1 HeMNb3s IMMyCTUTD OfiHY, IUTs! OHUM onsATh 0OUASAT TeOs1. Thl OCTaHENIbCs C HAMU.
Benp Tl X0uelIb ocTaThCsl ¢ HAMU? — ypuall, Kak py4yeeK, HeXKHBIN roloc rpauHu.

— He xouy! — rpy6o BbipBasioch y Kcanu, — meHs ket joma xpomoid Bacumnuii. .. Tlopa mHe,
IIyCTUTE MeHs!

— AX, ai, aif, ail, Kak CTBIIHO, OapBIIIIHSI, TOCTIOaM TIePeUnTh, — 3aTSHYJIa JOMOIPABUTETbHUIIA
Bacunuca MatBeeBHa ciiaIkuM rojiocoM, ckammvbas Ha Kcanio cBou stykaBble mia3za. — Hago y rocron
PYUKY MOILIEJI0BaTh, HAJO B HOXKKM MOKJIOHUTBHCS TOCHOZAM 3a TO, UYTO MpPU3PENU TOCIOoAad, U3 PyK
MIbSTHOW OPaBbI BHIPBAJIH, & BbI, MOKHO CKa3aTh, KOOCHUTECH. .. Aif, KaKk HE XOPOIIIO, MaTOYKa!

U ppixiast JoMonpaBUTEIbHUIIA 3aKavajia HeOIOOPHUTEILHO CBOEH OOJIBINON KPYIJION IOJIOBOIO.

Kcansa auko B3MISIHY/IA Ha Hee.

— 51 xouy B Jiec! — BBIPBAJIOCH y HEE U3 TPYAU HEIOOPOKENATELHO U TITYXO.

— Mutsa! Munoe nutsi! Ycrokoiicsi! — 1 rpaduHsI-MaTh HEXKHO OOHsIIa CTPONHBIE, CUIIBHBIE
IJIEYM JIECOBUYKHU, — TBOE BO3BPALLEHHUE B JIEC TETIEPh HEMBICIIMMO. .. 3aBTpa yTPOM Mbl [IOTOBOPUM
¢ T0000. DTy HOUb ThI MEPEHOUYeIb 31ech. S Tak *kenalo. Tak Hajo... Ceilyac HaM HEOOXOAUMO
CIIEIIUTH K HAIIIMM rocTsIM. .. Mosozioi rpadpuHiomke Toxe. .. Trl moOyaens ¢ aroi namoii. Ee 30ByT
m-lle Xiomu... Jlyume Bcero ycHu... COH MOAKPEIUISET TeJI0 U JIaeT 3a0BEHUE BCEMY JIyPHOMY. ..
M-lle Kronu, mo3adoThTeCh O MpesieCTHOM peOeHKe !

W rpaduns, Hackopo nouesioBas uepHsle Kyapu KcaHnu, ncuesna 3a JBepbMU KOMHATHI. 3a HEIO
MCUE3JIU U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE.

I'pacdbuns Hara nopoiinia k geBouke, B3sjia €e 3a pyKy M cKazaja MpocTo:

— 3aBTpa nana HarpaguT Bac. Bep Bbl Hallla CIacUTENIbHULIA. 3aBTpa e Bac OTITYCTAT JIOMOM.
A ceroiHsl OTEpIUTE HEMHOXKO. Bbl BuauTe — y Hac 6an. Hamo cnemmTs K rocTsiM... Musouka
Mmosi! He Goiitech Hrdero! Bel Mexay npy3bsimu. Eciii Obl BbI 3HAJIM, KaK MaTh U OTell OJIaroiapHsl
Bam!.. OHM HE XOTAT TPEBOXUTh BAC M ITOTOMY TOJIBKO HE YIIOMUHAIOT BaM 00 9TOM Terepb.

— 51 ne 6otock, — yrpiomo Oypknyna Kcansi, — s Huuero He 6otock. [lycture meHs B jiec, He
nepxure!

— Henmp3s, munas. M-lle Ko, yoenure ee, 9To 3TOrO HEJb3sl, — C KAKUM-TO TPOTraTeIbHbIM
OeccuireM MpolenTana oHas rpaduHs U BRICKOJIB3HY/IA 32 TOPOT, 000IPSIONIE U HEKHO TOIIEIOBaB
ripu 3ToM KcaHro.

Crapas ¢paHiyxeHka ocranach ¢ Kcaneio BiBoem.

— BsI cupora? — ¢ 4yTh 3aMETHBIM aKIIEHTOM MPOU3HECIA OHA, XKeJlas YeM-HUOyAb pa3Biiedb
CBOI0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO TOCTHIO.
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Kcans HerepnenuBo nogepHysna 1jiedyamu.

— Kakoe xomy neno, cupota mim HeT? — pe3Ko 000opBasia OHa.

— Bui HeBexJTuBBL. DTO Hexopoio. Henmb3st ObITh HeBEKIMBOKM BOOOIIIE, a TeM OoJiee C JIOIbMH,
KOTOpBIE JKEJIal0T BaM I0JIb3bl, — CTPOTO 3aMeTHIIa (PpaHIlyKEeHKa.

— M=ue Hago B siec! [lycturte MeHs! — npomenTana KcaHs ¢ Tockoit u 31000%.

— HwTs, BBl ciibliany, yto ropopuiia rpaguns ? Ceituac Bac OTITYCTUTh HENb3$, — U TOJIOC TyBEp-
HAHTKU 3a3BEHEN TBEPAOU U PE3KON HOTOM.

Kcans ucnonnoObst B3MIIsIHYIA Ha Hee.

— Bce paBHo yiiny! — OypkHyJsia oHa cede non Hoc. — YTo s, ernHas codaka, uto jam?

W gepHble 11a3a yrpioMo CBEPKHYIIM U3-TI0/1 CITyTAHHBIX Ha JIOY Ky/Ipeu.

— Bui — 3510e auts! S ayBCTBYI0, UTO HE CTONKYIOCH ¢ Bamu. Hano npuBectu rpaduHio, mycTh
cama BO3MUTCS ¢ BaMu! — cTporo npousHecna m-lle 7Kionu, Hanpaisisch K ABEpH.

Ha munyty uepHsble riaza Kcanu 3aropenuch Hajiexk10u. « YiAU TOJIBKO, YUKW U OCTaBb JIBEPh
OTKPBITOM. .. a 51... aiijla ¥ IOMUHAM, KaK 3BaIv!..» — BUXPEM IPOHECIIOCh B €€ TOJIOBE.

Kcans coBepiieHHO 3a0bU1a B 3Ty MHUHYTY O TOM, YTO 3Ta (ppaHITy’KEHKa BMECTEe C MOJIOJOM
rpaUHIONIKON BCEro Yaca JjBa TOMY Ha3a/l BHIPBAJIM €€ U3 KOrTel BepHoil rudenu. Brieuatnenus Ha
IUBO OBICTPO MEHSUTMCh B B30AJIMOIITHOM U TrOpsiYel TOJIOBe, U yIpsiMasi U CBOGHpaBHAsl JIECOBUYKA
ellBa JIi IOMHWIA Terepb O TParuuecKoM IPUKJIIOYEHNH C KPECTbSIHAMMU.

dpaniykeHKa MeJJIEHHO JIBUHYJIACh K JJBEPU.

— XOpo1o. .. XOPOIIO. .. COBCEM-TaKU OTJIMYHO, — IIENTAIM 3aEKIIUECs OT EePEKUTHIX BOJI-
HEHUH ryObl IEBOUKH, — YWIH. .. YIIH, cTapas Ko3a... A s TeM BpeMEHeM. .. pa3-/iBa, U He YBUINTE
MeHsI OOJIbIIIe.

Kak pa3 B a1y munyty JKionmu o6epHynachk. TOpkKeCTBYOIIUI B3IV YEPHBIX I71a3 JIEBOUYKU
nopasui ee. B MbICIISIX I'yBEpHaHTKM [TPOMEJIbKHYJIA TYMaHHasl 10raKa.

«YOexuT!» — oyMasia OHa |, TUIOTHO MPUKPBIB IBEPH 32 COOOH, MOBEPHYJIA BBl 3aMOK.

Kcans ucnycruna qUKuii KUK, BRIPBAHHBIN U3 TPy ee 3710001.

— 3anepna-Taku! — copBajoch ¢ ee ycT, ¥, He MOMHsI cedsi OT THeBa, OHA PUHYJIACh Ha TION U
I'POMKO 3aBbLj1a B TOJIOC TSIKEJBIM U PE3KUM BOEM JUKAPKHU. . .
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I'masa VIII
Hogast :xu3Hb. — Bpar

— Bor Tak nana! M otkyna takas?

l'onoc, npor3HoCKBIIMIA HACMENIUIMBO 3T CJIOBA, 3BEHEN HaJ rojoBor Kcanu, HO oTKyna — B
MIepBYI0 MUHYTY OHA HE MOIJIa pa3o0paThb.

Kcans B3aporayna or HEOXKUAAHHOCTH.

OHa cTosiyia B TyCTOM KyCTapHHKE, YKPbITasi CO BCEX CTOPOH OT JIIOOOTBITHBIX B30poB. Ha Heit
OBbLT CTPaHHBIM KOCTIOM: SIPKO-KpacHas INeJIKOBasl 100Ka, MaJMHOBAsl pydarika u roiayooi g u3
TOHYAMIIIEN KUCEeH, OMOSICAHHBINA 30JI0TUCTHIM 1apdoM. B pacmyieHHbIX BojOcax 3amyTalluCh, KaK
Obl CITy4aifHO, IIBETHI TBO3/IMKHU aJIOM Kak KpoBb. Macca Oyc, JIEHT U BCeBO3MOKHBIX METAUTMIECKUX
yKpallleH!H 3BeHea Ha ee cMyIJIon 1mee. Bech Hapsi ObLT IpOK, recTp U KpukiuB. Ho uio xpanuno
BbIpaKEHUE YTPIOMOIO HEIOBOJILCTBA.

— Hy, u Hapsmumm xe teds! ['ocnoqu Boxke moii! CoBceM-coBcem a¢uorickas napura!l.. Ho
Haps/I-TO HApsIIOM, a OTYETO K€ BOJIOCHI-TO pacmyctuia? B 6ane, uro jm, Obuia?

— T'ociomu Bosxe moii! 1 yero 310 oHM TeOs B uydesio mpeoOpa3uin? — CHOBa 3a3BEHE ToJioc.

Kcansa nognsiia royiony.

Oce/1aB TOJICTHIN CYK Pa3BECUCTON BB, BECh YKPBITHIN €€ 3€JIEHBIMU BETBAMMU, cuzel BUKTop.

— ®y-o1! Hy-Tb1! HOXKM THYTBI! — OT(BIpKMBaCS MaJIbUMK, — JJa BBIAJU Thl B TAKOM BUJIE HA
yJILy, TeOs TIepBbIi ObIK 3a00/1aeT.

— Bor u 4 1o *%e nymaio! — yrpiomo BbiMosiBuiIa Kcans.

— Tak ckunb 310 Tpsinbe! Benp B r1azax psaouT Ha TeOs ISII0YH, — HE YHUMAJICS MaJTbUKK.

— To-10 ckuHb, a rpadpuna? OHa ¢ MEHs KapTUHY NUILIET B 3TOM Tpsmbe! I1o eme uto! Lise-
TaMU BCIO 3aKUJIAET ¥ 3aCTaBUT CUIETh, HE IBUTASICh, Yaca aABa. Pasee Beceno? Eif MoxeT ObITh, 2 MHE
HeT. OHa ceOe MakeT KHCTBIO 110 MOJIOTHY: pas, /1Ba, pa3, ABa. A s CU/IM, KaK yropesas KOIIKa, I7a3a
Bhiyya! Dx-ma! M Tak Kaxaeiil neHb!.. B 3TOM-TO TpsIbe ele HU4ero, XoTb CBOOOIHO, PyKaMH,
Horamu Apbiraenib. Ho Korma Mam3ens 9Ta camasi B KOPCeT MeHsI 3aTsIHET, BOT TYT YK COBCEM Oefa.
Jplmate HeYeM. A TYT ellie CHIM, I71a3a Bblllyya, Kopya OapwimHo... He mMory s1! — ¢ oryassHuem
3aKJIIOYMIIA OHA.

— He mory, 310 nerye Bcero ckazatb. He mory, a s mory! — octpun Buts. — A 1ol pugyman
KakK Obl «<MOTY» HAayUYHMThCSI.

— Yoery s1! — cypoBo menHyau ryost Kcanm.

— Kyna?

— B nec.

— B-3-3!.. Te6s Hopos ObicTpo cHOBa ciofa mpusezeT. [Ipu MoeM oTiie y Hero ¢ rpadg)oM-To
paszroBop Obi1. OHM ¢ Tpa)OM YCIOBHIMCH HACUET TeOsl, YTOOBI Thl, 3HAYUT, B TIOJIHOE BJIAJICHHE K
HUM, K rpacdam, noctynuia. Bepuer tedst HopoB, kak muthb gate. U emre 3a kockl orTackaet. [omsiHu
MOE€ CJIOBO.

— He nocmeer! — xmypo npoponusia Kcausi.

— Ha uto Tede xyno y rpacdos, uto su? [LmoHp Ha Bce... 3a0ynp ¥ NMPUBBIKHEIIb. A 4TO TeOe
oT Murpugatsl [ladHyTheBHBI Ja OT 3/M104eK-TpaUHAT MIPOXOAY HET — Tak 3TO MycTsK. I'padpuns B
teOe mymm He daeT. Haranbs JlenncoBHa Toxke. Elib ThI BKYCHO, MbEIIb CIAJIKO, Yero Tede erre?

— B niec 6b1 MHe, Buktopenbpka!

— 3K, 3anmagunal.. B siec na B sec!.. [To KonoTyIKkaM cocKy4usiach, 4to Jiv, riynasi?

— HymHo MHe 37a€ech... Tam BobHO... 3eneHb... — npoctop... [Ituipl nowrt... ConHBIIIKO
MIPSIYETCS, CJIOBHO B )KMYPKHU MrpaeT... JlaTten Tyk Aa Tyk... A ropneHka-to!l.. Kaxercs, u ceituac
cabiy!.. CMonoii maxHet U MeoM... Mox 1o HoramMu, BETKM MOoXpycThiBaioT. .. O, xopomo! Tak

XOPOIIO-TO, 4TO OY/ITO Cepaiie. . .
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— Kcenus! Kcenus! ['ne Bb Oynere, cygapbiHs Bbl MOSI... XOTb Obl HOTM MOLIAWIN YyKHe,
Marymika. Yoeraere poBHO JuKas Kakas, a rpacpuHs OECIIOKOUTCS, UCKATh MpUKa3ain. BoT Hakaza-
Hue-To boxeckoe!

N mexay cnieltHo pa3IBUHYTHIMU KyCTaMU MOKAa3aJI0Ch pacKpacHeBleecs o Bacummcs.

EnBa Tonbko ee TyuHas (purypa mosiBUIACh Cpeay 3€J€HU MAJMHHUKA, KaK HEOXUAAHHO
HEHMCTOBO IapKHYJIa HaJ FOJIOBOM €€ BOPOHA.

Bacuica 3agpoxaina c ronossl 1o Hor. OHa Oblia cyeBepHa JJO CMEITHOTo, Bepriia He TOJIbKO
B IIPUMETHI, HO ¥ BO BCSAKYIO YEPTOBIIUHY U HEOBIBAJIBIIUHY.

— On! Bartowky, uyp menst! Uyp! — 3amenrtana oHa, OTKpELMBAsACh U OTILIEBBIBAsICh. .. — He
K 00py packapkaniack... [IpoHecuch, 6ega, MUMO MeHs, MpoHecuch. .. ['ocriogn momuyii! Kim!
Kmm! Kmm! — 3amaxasia oHa pykamu Ha BOOOpakaeMyio BOPOHY.

HacmenumBoe yiniio BUKTopa BeICYHYJI0Ch MEX JIEPEBLEB.

— Moe Bam Hukaiiinee, Mutpuana [agpHyTheBHa! — MPO3BEHE C BBICOTHI JIepeBa €ro 3BOHKUH,
HACMEIILJIUBbIIA roJIoc.

Ta Bcd Tak M BCKHUIIENA.

— Ozopnuk! IIpaso, Hy, o3opHuk! Ilocroii-ka-cb, 1 rpady MoKamoCh. . .

— INoxanyioce, HAIO TOBOPUTH MOXAIYIOCh, 4 HE «IOXKATOCh», AHTUMOHUS AKakueBHa! —
HEBO3MYTHUMO IONPaBUJI TOT.

— Tepy TBI, HanacTs! [la nepecranensb v Thl JPa3HUTHCSA, CYIaph. ..

— He nepecrany, [lanuxuna ITpocTokBamieBHa!

- Toopy!

— I'permiHo Ha Boxwue TBopeHue mieBarhes, TymOa YTpamOOBOBHa.

— Humkau! Bot s Tebe, mocroii-ka! — BCs XOAyHOM 3aXOMjIa CTapyxa.

— Cuiibl Hecopa3MepHbl, AKyarHa ['onocniopoBHa. f1, MOXHO cka3aTb, BO LIBETE JIET U CUII, U
BaM CO MHOW He CIpaBUThLCS. Bripoyem, ecm yrogHo, nornpooyeM. .. Her? He xenaere? Torna Hare
BaM Hukaiuiee. .. CuactimBo ocraBatbcs, [lepenerys ®bipkanoBHa. 1o npustHoro cBujanus!

W B oguH Mur, ¢ KUBOCTBIO 00€3bsTHBI, MAIBUYMK COCKOYMII C JIEPEBa, C CAMbIM TaJIAHTHBIM
BUJIOM pacIIapKaJIcs mepej1 B30CeHHON CTapyXxoi 1 ucye3 BeCelIblil, CMEIOIIMICS 1 3aI0PHBIN.

Bacuimca co 3710cThio 1UTI0HYIa eMy Benell. [lotom KuHysa paccepskeHHbIN B3 Ha KcaHio
Y, YBHU[s, YTO OOBIYHO MpayHble IJa3a TMOCEAHEN 3aropeivuch HACMEIUTMBBIMUA OTOHbKAMM, Aajia
TIOJIHYIO BOJIIO OXBaTHBILEMY €€ T'HEBY:

— Bor rocniona-to Mou pa3noosiiu cokporuie!.. Harmmm npenects! OOynu, onenu, mpuspeiu
HUIIEHKY, a oHa 4yTo? Hebnarogapras, 37mas, yem otmuiatiwia? Yem ormnatuia-to? Hummenka! Yem
ThI OTILIATHIIA, JIECOBCKOE OTpofbe, a? Yem?..

Bacunmca ob6opBana HEOKUAAHHO CBOIO pedb Ha moiyciose... B onHy cexkynny Kcans Obuta
niepen Heil, qpoxainasi, OfeHasi, CO CTPAIIHO Pa3rOpeBUIMMCS OOuuasibiM B3opoM. Ee cuiibHbIe,
CMYyTJIbIe PYKH BITWJIUCH B TOJICTBIE TUIEUM SKOHOMKHU. biiesiHoe, MICKOBEpKaHHOe OEIIEHCTBOM JIUIIO
MPUOIM3UIOCH TTOYTH BILIOTHYIO K JIMITY CTapyxu. B 3Ty MuHyTYy OHa Oblia cTpamHa. JKyTKuil OroHb
3aKercs IJIaMeHeM B €€ YEPHBIX OFPOMHBIX IJIa3ax.

— Cnymaii, Ti! — ckOpee CBHCTOM U IIIUMEHUEM, HEXeJM T'OJIOCOM, COpPBAJIOCh C ee ryd, mode-
JIeBLIMX OT spocTH. — Cilylnaid, Thl IOCMEN TOJIBKO Ha3BaTh MEHsI HULLEH elle pa3, TOJIbKo nocmen! 5
teOe mokaxy .. Huye mpocsat MUJIOCTBIHIO, a 51 He TPOIILY . .. HHYEero He MPOIITy, HA OAEXK/Ibl, HU €]Ibl,
HUYEro, KaK ecTh... MeHs CHIOHN clofa B34JIM, OT jeca oTHsUIU. .. He Xorena g oT jieca, ot Bacuiug,
oT Oepe30K U AyOOB [1a COJHIIA, & OHU CAMH MEHsI IIPOTHB BOJIM B KJIETKY MOCAAMIN — KaK NTUIly!.. A
sl HEe XOTeJa, He TPOCUJIAa U OJIEK bl 3TOM He mpocuJa. .. Bot oHa ogexa rpadcekas. .. Bor! Bor! Bor!

W, npesxzae yeM npuceBIias co cTpaxa Ha 3eMJII0 cTapyXa MoOIJIa CKa3aTh XOTh c/1oBO, KcaHs
pBaHyJa ¢ cedsl pyKaB U3AIIHOW pyOalleyky, 32 HUIM JPYroi, 3a pyKaBaMu 30JI0TUCTHIN Imapd, U B
OfIHYy MUHYTY OT Jiuda, pyOaIiku 1 mapda BasuIMCh OJHU TOJIBKO KaJKhe JOCKYTKH, OpOIIeHHbIe
B JIMLIO OIlIeJIOMJIEHHOW Bacuiucel.
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Crapyxa, UCITyraHHasl HACMePTh HEOOBIYAHBIM TIPOSIBJIEHHEM 3JI00BI B IO CHX TOP YTPIOMOK
Y THUXOH JIEBOUKE, B y’Kace 3aKpbljia I1a3a, HO TOTYAC ke OTKPhUIA UX CHOBA U B3BHU3THYJIA TIPOH3U-
TEeJILHBIM (DAJTBIIETOM, UyTh JKUBAsI OT CTpaxa:

— Ba-Ti0-y-mku! You-sa-a-ior!

— Tonbko nmocMelt MeHst HUIEeH Ha3BaThb!.. Tonbko mocMei ellie pa3! — mpoxpuriesa He CBOUM
ronocom Kcans.

— V-6u-Ba-a-101! — erne pa3 B3BU3rHy/1a Bacuivica v rpumaia HIYKOM K Tpage.

Kcans ¢ ropsAnmMu ria3aMu 1 epeKOIeHHBIM OT THEBa JIMIIOM CTOsIIa Tiepej1 Hero.

— Yro takoe? Yto ciyunsocs? Munasi, 4to ¢ Bamu?

HeoxuganHo paccTynmuinch KyCThl MaJIMHHUKA, U rpadguasa Hara odyTunacek nomse OnemaHon
U JIpoxaliied eme ot BoaHeHus Kcanu.

— Kcenust! Munas! Yro takoe? Yto ¢ Bamu? Bel moutu pazaetsi!.. AX, 4yTo 3107 — BHE3AIHO
YBUJIEB MTeCTpble U Oeibie KYCKU B TpaBe, MPOM3HeCIa OHA CMYIIIEHHO. — B yem e /1e/10, HakoHer1?

—OmHa... oHa... ... ... HUILIEH MeHs Ha3BaJla, HUIIIEH. .. — MOIJIa TOJIbKO BHITOBOPUTH KcaHs,
yKasbiBasi Ha JexaBilyo Ha 3ewiie Bacwiucy. — Kak ona cmeer?.. Viay... yiny!.. 94 He xouy
ooupine. .. S BonbHaL. .. 51 1ecHas. .. He xouy ... He Humias s! Her!

— Munas! Ycrnokoitecs... IlapeBHa most necHas! YepHookast ¢est Mosi! MHe noBepbTeCh. ..
Opnnotii MHe. .. Kcenus!.. TonmyOymika!.. He cymaiite ee. .. OHa 311as1, 3aBUCT/IMBas, Hexoporas. .. 5
C BaMH... YCIIOKOUTECh, MUJIAs. .. A BbI, TyT IrpadUHIONIKA OBICTPO MOBEPHYJIACH K BCE ellle JIekKaB-
e Ha TpaBe Bacwitice ¥ TporoBopusia CTpOruM, HaMEHHBIM U TIOBEJIUTEIbHBIM TOJIOCOM: — a Bac,
eciu BHI ere pa3 oduaure KcaHio, s1 morpoiry Mamy BbIFHATh BOH... Jla... BeirHath!.. Kcans mos
nojipyra. ... 3a3HaJmch Bl OueHb. He cMeTh Gombiie 0cKopOTh JiecHy1o Oapbiiaio! Crbimmre!

U, ropmo noBens mieunkamu, oHa oOHsiTa KcaHio M OBICTpO HarpaBUJIach C HEWl W3 daliu
KYCTOB.

Bacwuca tak 1 3amepria Ha MecTe B CBOEH CTPaHHOM 103e, IIIYNo Bblyya 1a3a. OHa TsKeno
JBIIIAIA U YTHpaia OOUIBHO CTPYUBIIUICS TOT C JIMIIA. .. Tak Mmpojexkana OHa HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, HO
BJPYT BCKOYMJIa HA HOTH, KaK OIMapeHHasi, BCS KpacHasi, yHUKEHHasI, 3J1asl.

— Mens BbirHath? Mens? Jla Hemrro MoxHO 3107 [IBafiars JieT Bepor U MpaBIoi CIIyKUia,
u BIpyr Tak-To!.. U u3-3a koro?! M3-3a HuIlen NeBYOHKH. .. M3-3a JIeCOBUUKH, KOJIIOBCKOTO OTPO-
apbsa!.. Mens Bor? Mens — BepHylio ciyry?.. Her, marymka Hatanbs [leHricoBHa, He ObIBATH STOMY. . .
Morsona 6071bHO, CyaapbiHs. . . KpBUIBIIIKY e1lie He OTpacTiia, YTOObI BEPHBIMU OTIIOBCKMMH CITyTaMU
pacniopsikatbest! Kak sxe! Otkaxyt! Ceiiuac! lepxu kapmad mpe!.. A Te0s1, TecOBUYKa HemyTeBas,
TeOs yKe 5 3HAI0, KaK yBaxy, MUIyIiKa! Byneris MeHsI IOMHUTh, HEKpelleHast ayIia !

U rpo3st cBouM 00BbeMUCTHIM KYJIAKOM B TPOCTPAHCTBO, Bacuimica MaTBeeBHa, oxast Ml KpsIXT,
CTajia BBIOMPAThCS U3 IEMKUX KYCTOB MaJIMHHUKA.
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I'naBa IX
IIbiTKA. — bau3Henpbl. — YPOK TaHIEB

Vrpo. ConHile TaauT HEeMUIOCEPAHO. B OrpoMHOIA KOMHATE ¢ OOJIBITMM BEHEIMAHCKIM OKHOM,
HOCSIIECH TPOMKOE Ha3BaHUE «CTYAUW» WIN XyIOXECTBEHHON MacTepcKo rpadpuHu, y MoIbOepTa,
C MAJIUTPOI U KUCTAMHU B pyKe, CUIUT cama rpacpunsa Mapus Branumupossa. Ilepen Helt, Ha pactsi-
HYTOM B paMKax IOJIOTHE, U300paxkeHne 4ero-To MecTporo, XaoTudeckoro. B otnanennu, Ha nepe-
BSIHHBIX, HACKOPO CKOJIOUEHHBIX MOCTKAaX, 3a0pOCAaHHBIX BCEBO3MOXHBIM SIDKUM TPSIbEM, CTOUT ee
MOJEb.

Ito Kcans.

Ha Heit HaKMHYTHI TIECTpBIE, SIPKKE TPSAINKH U1 IBETHI. Llesbiil KacKa/l IBETOB CTPYUTCSI CO CMYT-
JIbIX, OOHAKEHHBIX TIJIeY, C YEPHBIX, KAK BOPOHOBO KPBUIO, KyJIpeH, C TPy U IIIeH.

Ho o Kcanu He COOTBETCTBYET €€ JIMKYIOIIEMY, MPa3gHUYHOMY Hapsny. «JlecoBuuka»
ApUT OypHO U Tsikeno. OHa ycrana.

Bor yxe okoso Mecsilia My4aeT ee Kaxk/10€ yTpo rpapuHs, pucys ¢ Hee KapTUHY, KOTopasi HUKaK
HE MOXET BBUIMTHCSI Ha TIOJIOTHE C JJOCTATOYHOM SICHOCTBIO M TIpaBAMBOCTHIO. ['padpuiHst cepautcs u
BUHMT BO BceM Kcanio. Kcansi BUHOBaTa — He yMeeT «I03UpOBaTh», HE yMEeT CIIOKOMHO MPOCTOSITh
1ojyaca, He JBUrasicb, He IEBEJISACh.

OueBuHO, Bpemsl yBJIeUeHUs TpapHU IPEIECTHON JUKAPKOU MPUXOJWIIO K KOHILY.

HyxHo ckazarh, 4To rpaduHs yBJIeKaJach BCEIa 4eM-HUOYIb ropsyo, HO HeJonro. Y rpa-
v Mapuu BnagumupoBHBI BOIILJIO TOYHO B MPHUBBIUKY MOCTOSTHHO 00O0XKaTh 4TO-JIMO0, BOCXH-
aThcs YeM-HUOYIb. BHe 3TOro BocxwilieHus: He ObIIO cMbICHa XU3HU Juis rpaduau. Korma gena
rpaca MoIaTHY/IMCh HACTONBKO, YTO BCs TpadpcKasi ceMbsl JIOJKHA OblUla miepekoueBath u3 Ilerep-
Oypra B 3Ty JIECHYIO TpylI00y — KaK Ha3blBajia ITpapriHsi poloBOE UMEHUE MYKa, — OHA TIPUCTPACTH-
Jlach Tpeskie Bcero K po3aM. HecMoTpsi Ha mommaTtHyBIMecs Aena, rpag Bce-Taku odnagat JqocTa-
TOYHBIMH CPE/ICTBAMH, YTOOBI KUTh B CBOEH ycaap0e IMMPOKO, TPATUTh Ha ee yKpatieHue. U nesnblit
[IBETHUK PO3 OKPYKIJI CTapblii BETXUH JJOM 3a0bITOM ycaasObl. [To TpeGoBaHMIO rpachiHK BHIIUACAIIH
HApPOYHO CAJJOBHMKA M C KAKOK-TO MAaTEPUHCKOW HEXHOCTBIO CTaJM BBIBOAWUTH MPEJIECTHHIC IIBETHI.
[TbIHbIe, OHU MPOTATUBAIIN JJACKOBO BCTPEUHBIM CBOU TOJIOBKM M HATIOHSUIA ME/IBSTHBIM 3aIIaXOM U
CTapbIii caj, ¥ CTapblil JOM, U OKpecTHbIe NoJist. Ho Bckope po3bl Hajtoenu rpaduHe U ObUTH 3a0bITHI.
Nx cmenmna sxuBonuck. ['padpuHs BAPYT NOUyBCTBOBAIA B ceOe CBSAIIEHHbIN OTOHb UCKYCCTBA, Pa30M
3anbUIaBIINI B HeApax ee Aymu. Koraa-To, B JeTCTBe, OHA, KaK M MHOTHE PyTHe IeBYIIKY U3 apUCTO-
KpPaTUYeCKUX JIOMOB, YUMJIACh KUBOIKCH, HO IOTOM OpOcuiIa €10 3aHUMaThCsl. B iepeBHe, OT CKyKH,
OHa OMSITh IPUHSIACH 32 KUCTh U MAJIUTPY, CHAYaJIa OYeHb FOPsTY0 U YCEPIHO; HO MaJIO-TIOMAJTy KHUBO-
nHCch cTasia Hajoenath rpagune. OHa 0OBSICHIIA 3TO OJHOOOpa3MeM MPUPOIbI B AEPEBHE U OTCYT-
CTBUEM «HUHTEPECHBIX» THUIIOB. «Poccus He WTtanus, — roBopuiia rpaduHs, TaMm Kaxasi AEBYIIIKA TaK
Y HaIpaIIMBaeTCsl Ha MOJIOTHO U TaM si, KOHEYHO, HUKOT1a He Opocuiia Obl kuctH. .. Ho 3meck? Koro u
yto nucath?» U rpacduHs nepecraa 1axe 3arisabBaTh B CBOIO «CTyAUI0». [lauTpa v KUCTH JieKaau
3a0poIlieHbl, a cama rpaduHs Hayajsa yOURCTBEHHO CKYJaTh B CBOEM 3aTHIIbe, Oe3 payToB U OAIoB
CTOJIMYHOM KU3HMU.

W Bapyr nosieunace Kcans! Ee ¢anractnueckas cynpOa, ee repondecKuil OCTYIoK, ee BO3-
MOXHasi rT0esb B pyKax 03BEpPEBIIMX KPECThsIH, HAKOHEII, cama BHEIHOCTh Kcanu, cTpanHasi, cBoe-
oOpazHasi — Bce TO yBJIEKJIO rpaduH0, 000KaBIIYI0 BCAKYI0 TAMHCTBEHHOCTh. OHa pernia nepe-
Bectu Kcanio B Po3oBoe, mprOIm3uTh Kk cede «CTpaHHOe CYIIECTBO», KaK BhIpax)anach rpaduHs, v
KCTaTU 3aHAThCS KAPTUHOM, KOTOpast JOKHA Obl1a n300paxars KcaHio B KauecTBe He TO JIECOBUYKH,
HE TO JiecHOH (eu.

ITO pelieHre MPUBEIO OCOOSHHO B BOCTOPT Mojioayio rpaduHomky Hary, I'pad oxorHo man
cBoe coracue. Torna no3eanu u3 cropoxku HopoBa u cranu ero yroBapusaTh octaBuTh KcaHio B
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rpad)cKoM JJoMe. YToBapuBaTh MPUIILIOCh HE0TO. JIECHUK ObLT OYEeHb Pajl, YTO MOKET CIaTh KOMY-
HUOYIb AEBOYKY, KOTOpas yKe JaBHO ObUIa ISl HErO 00Yy30i U KOTOPYIO OH TEpIETh HE MOT.

— Ckaxure, Hopos, — cripocuiia B 3akiioueHue rpaduHs, — Bbl HE UMeeTe HUKAKUX CBEICHUN
O MaTepu TOU IEBOYKU?

Hopog kak-To cTpaHHO 3amsics, 3aMOprai ra3aMy U OTBETUIL:

— Her, He umero... W maxe He 3Halo, T/ie OHaA... Yexaua... ocraBmwia pedeHka... [Toka keHa
’uBa ObIa, OHA MKCAaJIa U3 PA3HBIX TOPOJOB. .. TIOTOM COBCEM IMEpecTaa. ..

— BepHno, ymepia, — 3ametuia rpaguns. — He MoxeT ObITh, 4TOOBI OHA OCTaBHJIa peOeHKa Ha
MIPOU3BOJI CYABOHI. . .

— Jla, BepHO, ymepina, — OATBEPANII, OIIYCTUB BHU3 TOJIOBY, €/1Ba CJIBIIIHBIM roinocom Hopos
Y, He MONpoInaBIMch Aaxe ¢ Kcanei, yier.

B TOT %€ nieHb, 1o KeNaHuIo MOJIOIoN TpaduHIONIKY, B KOMHate rpacdunu Hatbl, psaom ¢ kpa-
CHBOH KpoBathio camoil Hatsl, mocraBuim y3eHbkylo nocresb. M Kcans nocenusnace B npesiecTHOM
Oynyape Hatanuu XBasbIHCKOM, MPUTPEBILIEH ee CBOeH JTacKoi ¢ repBoro nHs. OHa aa crapas Ko,
Xylasi 1 CypoBasi Ha BUJ (ppaHIly)keHKa-KOMITaHbOHKA Hatbl, 4yTh 1 He eqUHCTBEHHbIE UCKPEHHO
npusszanuch K Kcane. YTo kacaercst 1O OCTaJIbHBIX WIEHOB IpadpCKOro CEMENCTBa, TO MOCIeJHUE
WM CMOTPENI Ha KPacaBHIly-JIECOBHUKY KakK Ha 3a0aBHOTO 3BepbKa, KaK rpaduHs U ee MYyX, WIH
OTKpPOBEHHO HEHaBUJIENHN ee, Kak Bacuinca MatBeeBHa, kak Haib, Bepa u kak nipuciyra, ¢ 3ataeH-
HOU HEHABHUCTHIO TPUCITYKMBABIIIAs TIO MPUKA3aHUIO TParHM JIECHON OaphlIITHe.

Brpouem, rpacuHs HeoAro yBieKajlach HOBOUM Urpynikod. Ee karpusHasi, BEUHO uIlylas
YEero-To HOBOTO HaTypa HE MOIVIA OCTAHABJIMBATHCS MOJONTY HA IPHUBSA3AHHOCTU K JIECOBUYKE.
Kcans oueHs ckopo Havasa Hagoenarh eil. OHa OblIa CITMIIKOM JIMKa, HEBO3JEpKHA, HeOnarojapHa.
HecmoTpsi HM Ha Kakue JJacKu, HU Ha Kakue TMOJAPKH, «JECOBUYKa» HHM pa3y He MpHIacKantach K
CBOeH OnarojieTeIbHUIIE, HU pa3y He Onaromapuia ee.

— Kamensb kakoii-To, He IeBOUYKa, — roBopuia rpaduns. — Her B Hell HU Jy1iv, HU cepaiia. ..
W nputom ckpbiTHas... Hudero ot Hee He y3Haenb... Ox, mpaBny roBoput Bacumwica, onmmoOmmch
MBI B Heft!..

CkpbITHas 1O OTHOIIEHMIO K rpaduHe, Kcans ¢ apyrumu Obljia IpocTo-Taku rpyda — u ¢ 000-
VMU JIETBMU, U C UX HAHBKOW, U CO BceMH, KpoMe rpacpunu Harel, Ha KOTOpyIo «caM 3Bepb HE MOT
ObI 3aBOpYATH», TIO MHEHUI0 Bacumvicel MaTBeeBHBI.

I'pacpuns naBHO OBI TpOrHaIa U3 ycaapObl HagoeBInyo BceM KcaHio, ecm Obl He TO, UTO ee TakK
moout Hara. Xpynkas, Oone3HeHHas1, ciadasi rpapMHIONIKA YIMBUTEILHO PUBA3AIACH K JIECCOBUYKE,
XOTsI Ta OTHOCUTCS K HEM COBEPLIEHHO PaBHOAYIIHO U He oTBevaeT Ha ee jlacku. Ho Hara B BocTopre
ot Kcanu, 1 pa3myunTs UX — 9T0 3HAYMIIO Obl HaHecTH OeqHou Hate yxacHeiil ynap. Hedero nenats,
MIPUXOJUTCS TEPHETh U... AaXKe CKPbIBATH CBOI0 HEHABUCTh K HA0EBILEH JIECHON YIPSMHULIE.

YTpo. ApKo xKeT hioIbcKoe ConHile. TOYHO nepes KOHIIOM CBOUM #:KeT. YyBCTBYElIb CIIOBHO,
4yTO aBryct ckopo. Konen 3o10tomy nupy jera. Konell k camomy Jiery.

I'paduns 3a monbOepTom. Kcans Ha nozcraBke. OHa «mo3upyeT». JIuio y Hee OneqHOe, YHBI-
noe. ['ma3a Hanyxm. JKapko eid, TOMUTeIbHO CKY4IHO. BOT OblI, TO J11 JieJ1o, B Jiec, B 3eJIeHOe IIapCTBO,
B T€Hb, B ITpoxJjay... OHa 3a/iymManach ¥ MBICIIEHHO yIIUIA OT 3TOW KOMHAThl C OTPOMHBIM BEHELIUaH-
CKHMM OKHOM. Y1uIa oT ku3Hu. OTYero e Tak xyjo renepb? I'paduHs HeackoBa, 1eTH PeceyIoT,
cMerorcs, a Bacuiuca, Kak KoOIKa, Tak M1 HOPOBUT KOITSIMHU 3aliapanarhb. SI3bIK y Hee Xyxke KOITeu.
301 s3bik. U 3aueM He otmyckaiot ee, KcaHio, B Jiec, korja He oot ee, qaxe HeHaBuaAaT?.. OmHa
Hara no6pa... la uro Hara: kakas ona Kcane nonpyra?.. ns Harel ona, Kcans, npocro xuBas
UTPYIIKA, KOTOPYIO OHa OPOCUT, KOTJa coOepeTcsl OMsITh B 3aMOPCKKE CTpaHbl... Y Hatsl 35101 3ara-
€HHBII He/IyT B IpyaM, B jerkux. Hata — yaxorounas. OHa MOXET 5KUTb TOJIBKO IPU COJIHIIE, TTOKa
KapKO, TEIUIO. .. be3 xkapel 3auaxHeT. YyTh TOKAMK — XBaTaeTCA 3a IPyIb U KallisgeT, kamiser. 1 B

40



JI. A. Yapckas. «JlecoBuuka»

aBrycte — 310 yxke peiieHo — Hata onsith yener Ha tor @panimu Ha nenyio 3umy. U torna eit, Kcane,
HE )XUThe B rpadpcKoM ome, OO HeKoMy OyJIeT 3a Hee 3acTynaThes. Ax! B Jiec Obl yiTH CKOpee, B Jiec!

3anymasachk rryooko Kcans. . .

[Ipen rna3amu nbliHas, 3ejeHas KapTuHa. .. [y, jgec, cymepku TeHel, npoxjiaja. .. YyaHo
TaK, IPEKPAcHO. ..

Meurtsl 1 gymbl Kcanu rpepbiBaeT HEOKMIAHHO CEPAMTHIN ToJIoc rpahuHM.

— HecnocHas neBouka! — kpuaut rpacduns. — 1 xe Tebe Benena cTosith CMUPHO!.. A ThI Bce
BEPTHIIBCS 2 BEPTHUIIBCA. . .

[Tpu 3THX cOBax MAJUTPa U KUCTh JIETAT B YIOJl KOMHATHI, OPOIIEHHBIE C JOCA bl HETepIe-
BOi1 pykoii rpapunu. Cama rpacuHs, KpacHasi, Kak Kymay, 30 BCEW CHJIbI IIPOKAJIBIBAET MOJIOTHO C
HAIlOJIOBUHY OKOHUEHHBIM [TOPTPETOM JIECHOW KOJIIYHBH.

— Bor! JloOyiics Teneps!

3atem pasrHeBaHHast rpauHs OBICTPOW TTOXOIKON BBHIXOAWT U3 CTYAUU.

Kcans B HejoyMeHuH, MOJTYUT, HUYETO He NMOHKMMAs1, IOYeMy TaK paccepauiach rpaduHs.

ITogxomut Kcans K kapTuHe, CMOTPUT: OrpOMHAasi pIpa BMECTO IJIa3, JIMLIO U3YpPOJOBAHO.
Kcansa noxxumaer nmineuamu. Heyxenu Bce 310 u3-3a Hee?

— Xa, xa, xa, xa! — MPOHOCHUTCS pe3KMMHU 3ByKaMu Hajl ee yxoM. Jliobyetech cBouM n300paske-
Huem? Xa! Xa! Xa!

[epen Kcaneit Hanb. CobcrBeHHO roBopst — Hukomnait, Monoaenskuii rpad Hukonaii XBasibiH-
ckuid. Ho ponutenu u cecTpbl po3Baid €ro HexkHbIM MeHeM «Haitb». Beib OH Takoii He:XKHEHbKU
Y XPYIKUH, TOYHO 11BeTOK. Ho 1IBETOK, MOMHbBIN sina. 3710 11BeToK. U ryObl y HEro TOHKHUE U 3JIble, 1
SI3BIYOK, KaK KaJo, ¥ 11a3a. [71a3a coBceM yxe HenoOpble, XOTh U KpacuBble, Kak y cecTpsl Hatbl. 3a
HUM cTouT Bepa. DTa ecim v He KaJuT, TO IOTOMY TOJIBKO, uTo Ooutcsi. OHa cnabGeHbKast U TPYCI-
Bas. Ho cepnue y Hee OT 3TOr0 He msrye.

— Hanp, kapTuHa ucniopuena! — roBopur oHa, — He IpaBjaa Ju?

Hanb cmeeTcst m 00M3bIBAET TOHKUM, SKAJISIIAM SI3bIYKOM MaJTMHOBBIE T'YOBI.

Kcans Gosnbliiie Bcero He TEpIuUT €ro 3a 3Ty MPHUBLIYKY. B Helt ecTh uTo-TO npoTrBHOE. U ceituac
BBIHECTH ee 0e3 eIKOM 37I00bl y Hee HeT CHUIL.

— Tot 6apun, — roBoput Kcansi, — ToI rpad, rpad)cKuil CbiH, a MaHEpbl y TeOs1, KaK y MYXHUKa,
IpaBo.

— Yt0-0-0-0! Cama TbI Myku4Ka U KoaayHbsi! [la, na, kongyHss!.. — ropoput Hasb. — Jleco-
BUYKa Thl! W He TOJBKO JIeCOBMYKA, HO U ypa. ..

— a, necoBuuka! — nmopgakuBaeT Bepa u nipsiaetcs 3a criuHy Opara.

I'naza Kcanu BenbixuBatot. Ho3apu pazayBatorcs.

— Yro ThI CKa3as1? — cCEepaUTO, TPOMKO CIPAIIMBAET OHA U AEJaeT [Ba 11ara Brepes. 3aTteM ele
IBa.

I'padpunk Hanb oTckakuBaeT Kk OKHy nepes Heil.

— IloBTOpM, UTO CKazan?!

Hanb xpaGpuTesi.

— Hypa! dypa, myxuuka! Bot uto ckazan!

— KoneuHo, nypa! — noBropsier 3a HuMm Bepa u 1opkaer B yro.

— He 6otoch Te6s1! — yxe B rosoc kpuuut Hanb, — He 6010ch HEOOPa30BAaHHOW MYKHUKH, THI. . .
THI. .. TJIynasi, TUKas... ¥ KOJIyHbs. TBOS MaTh. ..

— Yo caenana Most Math?

N Kcans genaer erie mar, ogBUHYBIIUCH K MAJIBYMKY.

OHa cnokoiiHa. O, oHa cniokoiiHa! TosbKo Kpacka OoT/iiia OT ee IIeK, J1a I1a3a, Kak yrojibKHy,
MeJyT U OpOCaloT T1amsl.

— YT0 MOs1 MaTh? — MOYTH 33JOXHYBLIIMMMUCS 3BYKaMH BbUIETAET U3 €€ YCT.
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— Benpma oHa, TBOSI MaTh, BOT KTO! — TeM ke MOJHBIM HEHABHUCTU U 37100bI KPUKOM SIPOCTH
Opocaet Haib.

— BenpMma u koyHbst! — BTOpUut emy Bepa u3 cBoero yria.

UTo-To HEMOCTMKUMOE MPOU3OILIO B Ty ke MUHYTY. BiiecTsiue JakupoBaHHbBIE CANOXKH
rpacda Hans menbkaioT B Bo3yxe. ' pOMKHii BOTUTH OIIalaeT KOMHATY, U, Pex/e YeM MaJIbuiK MOT
OTNOMHHMTBCSI, OH JIETUT B OKHO. CuiibHBIE pyKu KcaHw, ycreBIme nepexBaTiTh ero mornepeK Tymo-
BUINA, [EJAIOT BOJIBT B BO3/IyXe, U TieayIHas ¢purypka Hams, cmeniHo nogpeirusas cBoMMu (hpaH-
TOBCKMMH CarlOKKaMH, IEPECKaKUBAET Yepe3 MOJOKOHHUK YIUBUTETBHBIM MPBIKKOM.

ITon okHOM pacrer Kparnusa.

Mornonenbkuil rpadurk yoexaeTcs B 3TOM ceivac xke. [IpoH3uTebHbIN BOTUTh JOHOCUTCS U3
caga. OueBUIHO, KTydyee pacTeHHue He OYE€Hb-TO FOCTEIIPUMMHO MIPUHSIIO B CBOU OOBSITUS 3a3HAB-
IIErocst MaJTbYMKA.

Kcans topsxectByet. Ee rpyab B3apiMaetcsi OypHO U BBICOKO. Pyku camut coO0¥ CKpenrBaioTCs
Ha rpyau. OHa y/loBJeTBOpEHa.

— D710 32 Mamy! — TOBOPAT, MbljIasi, BOCTOYHbIE I71a3a, HO TYT OHM 3aMeYaloT MPUTHXIIYIO 32
BBICOKOW CIIMHKOM Kpecia Bepy, nmpucesliyio co crpaxa Ha MoJl.

Munyrta, u Kcans ouytuiacek nepej Heul.

— Coymaii Thl, — TpsICA 3a IUIEYX OHEMEBIIYIO CO CTpaxa JIeBOUKY, IIPOM3HECIA OHA, — CKAXHU
cBoeMy OpaTy, Ja ¥ cama 3allOMHH, €CJIM KOTa-TM00 OCMENMTECh ellie TPOHYTh MOIO MaTh, 51 TIOro-
BOPIO C BaMH TO-/IPyTOMY. ..

Oma noTpsicia elie pa3 3a Iiedn 00e3yMEBIIYI0 CO CTpaxa JeBOYKY M BBITOJIKAJIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— Bot 310 Mmwiio!.. TouHo npekpacHasi m1aBa u3 pomaHa «PacripaBa JIECHON KOJIyHbU» WU
«MecTtb ouapoBatenbHO CuOUIIBI» ... Her! 3a mogoOHyI0 MTYKEHIMIO TPUMHUTE MOIO TIOUTHTENb-
HEMIYI0 YBaKEHLUIO, MaMya3eib !

W opHUM JTOBKMM TIPBIKKOM TEPETPHITHYB Yepe3 OKHO CTyIuH, BUKTOp ouyTHiICS BEpXOM Ha
CTyJIe, CTOSIBILIEM TIOCPEI KOMHATBI.

— Burbka! — o6pagoBaiack emy Kcans.

— Mpi-c! — BasKHO TPOTSHYJ MajbuuK. — MiMen cyactbe ObITh CBUIETENEM, KaK Thl PaclpaBu-
JIach C 3TUM HECHOCHBIM TpapuuKOM U KaK YMTala HaCTaBJIeHUe ero cectpe. .. Benukonenno! 51 mpe-
KJIOHSIIOCH. .. ThI MOCTYNMIIA, KaK OJaropogHbIid phIlapb, 3aCTYMUBIIKICH 32 TBOIO MaTh. .. HO TOJbKO
3TO TeOe TaK He MPOHET. .. B orons Te0si, KoOHEUHO, He OPOCST, MPUMEPY MY KUKOB He TIOCIIEAYIOT. . .
Ha niepBbIil pa3, noxaityi, faxke Bce KOHYUTCS CTPOrMM BhiroBopoM. Ho eciut vl Oyienb Tak mpo-
JOJIKaTh, TO, Py4aloch, TeOsl BHITOHAT OOPaTHO B JieC. . .

— Bpeuib! — HeoBepuMBO U pagoCcTHO Bekpuyaia Kcans.

— Hy, Tam Bpy 1 He Bpy, a IOMSHHA MO€ CJIOBO, UTO OBITh TeOe 0TCIoAa, U3 rpad)CKoM ycaapOsl,
npotype!.. Hy, a Tenepp, noka rpadpuiku HaiayT rpauHio, 4YT00 MOXAJIOBATLCS €, 1a TOKa rpa-
(uHs pazdepeT B 4eM JeJ10 ¥ OKAITYeT Clofa, 4Tod ciesath Tede HaIIexkallluil BHIFOBOP, Mbl HAUHEM
Hall ypoK...

— Jla Hy)HO 11 310, BUKTOpEeHbKa?

— Eii-Bory HyxHo, Kcanenbka! Bo-niepBbix, Tol rpaduHio Haty onoOpsiens 1 eil mornepek ropia
CTaTh HE TIOXKeJaellb. .. B JeHb ee MIMEHHH, KOT/ia BCe CAENAIOT el KaKOH-HUOYIb CIOPITpU3, JOJKHA
K€ ThI IPUTOTOBUTH € YTO-HUOYAb. A BO-BTOPBIX, KOT/Ia Bce OyAyT IUIsiCaTh Ha Oalty, HE MOXKEIlb ke
THI CHJIETh, KaK Me/IBeAuIIa B Oepriore, v u3ath Jamy. [Tonume? A Tem Ooee pa3 U s pUTJIAIleH Ha
9TOT O6as. Yl mpuTOoM 51 He XOuy UMeTh IpYyroi Jamel, Kpome TeOs!.. A Bellb 5 TaK IUIAINLY, YTO HeOy
kapko... OnHa Hora 1yT, a gpyras B CoHeBke, 3a Tpu BepcThl. CIIOBOM, 3amMeyaresibHblid TaHUop!
Pa3 B mazypke Takoe s'il vous plait! BeIkrHY:1, uTO KabykoM Hareid MuTtpuaarte B Hoc 3aexad. .. Eil-
Bory! Tpu Henenu ¢ ruiacTeipeM Xoawia U u3bderana cMopkarbest. Bor kako#t st taniop! TsateHbka

! Crenaitre muocts (¢bp.).
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MOU U TO TOBOPUT: «IX, ButbKa, oTaaTh Obl T€Os B OajieT jyulie OblIo Obl»... Thl 3HAEIIb, OTYEro
ayuie? Y MeHs Ha 9K3aMeHax JaJIeKo He Bce OJIaronoyqHo ObLIo 3Toi BecHou. Kakas-To masnpHas
JBOMKA cpe OTMETOK odyTuiack. OTKyna — cam He 3Haw... [la He B aTOM, Bripouewm, zeno... Hy
xe, Basi. C Banbca HayHeM. .. Pa3... oBa... Tpu... pa3... IBa... TpH...

[TonxBatuB KcaHio, Buktop 3aBeprescs ¢ Hel Mo KOMHare.

— Xopomwo! Monongunnuiia! TouHo ponmnachk Ha napkere... C Tpex ypOKOB TaHIlyelllb, Kak
ces... Eit-bory!.. Hy, emme... Tak... [IpaBoii... seBoi... Tpana... j1a... Ja... Ja... Ax, croi... [loa-
CMaTpUBaeT KTO-To 3a Aepbio! Ctoii!

N, npexne yem Kcana ycnena onoMHUTBCS, BUKTOP MOACKOYNII K JBEPUA M CTPEMHUTENILHO pac-
MIaxHYJI ee.

— Ait-ait-aii-ait! la uro 11! Omonoymernt, 4to Jiv, Mo OaTiomKa?

N Bacuiuca MarBeeBHa, Kak MSYMK, OTCKOUWIIA OT JIBEPH, B CKBKMHKY KOTOPOW OHa IMOJI-
CMaTpuvBaJa JIo TOi MUHYTHI 32 TaHIyloIe nmapoii. Ho — yBe! Ob110 mo3aHo. Katactpoda 3acturia
ee JIOBOJIbHO-TaKu HeokuaaHHo. [Ipenaresbckoe MATHO, OCTABJIEHHOE CJIEAOM CTPEMUTEBHO pac-
KPBITOM JIBEpH, KPacHeNo Ha ee Jioy.

— AJtb THI pexHyJIcsl, Mot Oatiomika! Bot mocroi, st moxaiyiochk rpacpuHe, 4To Bbl, POBHO Oellre-
HBbIE, y HEE C JIECOBUYKOM TI0 CTY/IMU HOCUTECK. . .

— V-y-y! Boxe Bac coxpanu, Cekjierest ['opinogepoHa! boxe Bac ynacu! — TaMHCTBEHHBIM
IIENIOTOM, C YMBIIIJICHHO OKPYTJIEHHBIMU Kak Obl OT yskaca IJia3amH rpoirentan Buktop, — 1a oHa
BacC CO CBETY CKUBET, JIECOBUYKA 3Ta. .. Beap exunHa ona!.. [Ipuemnas nouka qpsiBona, JIELero IJie-
MSIHHHIIA, BHYYKa JJOMOBOTO, KyMa BOJSIHOTO, U €Ille YbsI-TO U3 HEUMCTHIX Ky3uHa! OHa moryouT Bac
HU 3a rpoiui 3a 31o!.. OHa yero-yero Ha Bac He HamycTut!.. Bejb oHa Kax/1yl0 HOYb C JISIIUM MO/
PYUKy U3 TpyOBl BBUIETAET U MO KpBIIIE C HUM, Kak 1o cafy, nporyiamusaercs. Toedy! Thdy! Tody!
Uyp meHs, cam Buzen!

W BukTOp Tak MCKPEHHO U MPaBAOMOAOOHO CTal OTIUIEBBIBATHCS, UTO Bacmiuca He moria
He noBepuTh. OHa 3a0blIa ake MOOPaHUTH IOHOIY 3a HesecTHoe npo3Buile «Cekneren ['opnone-
POBHBI» U 32 cMHSIK Ha J10y. Ee r71a3a, pacimpenHsle OT ykaca, Tak ¥ BIWIMCh B Hero. OHa 3aMeTHO
no0JeiHeNIa ¥ I3MEHIIACh B JIMIIE.

— B tpy0y, roBopuiib? — cKopee yrajiai, Hexenu ycabixajal BUKTop ee 3aaBaeHHbIH MIeToT.

— O6s3arensHO!.. [Tog pydKy. .. ¥ XBOCTUKOM BOT 3TaK... BOT 3TaK. .. ¥ IJIA3KM y Hee BOT TaK. ..
BOT Tak!

W Burs nmokasa, Kak Jesajia BeIpbMa IJ1a3aMy U XBOCTUKOM, BbLIETast B TPYOy.

— Tepy! — morna muimb oTrmoHyThesl Bacuiinca u nocnemmia Ha KyXHIO pacckas3arh TaM BCe,
YTO y3HaJIa TOJIbKO YTO IPO KOJJOBCKYIO JEBUOHKY.

— Her, GecripemeHHO ee Ha/10 BBUKUTD U3 JJOMa, — pelliiiia crapyxa 1o jgopore. — JIBaaars et
’MBY B JIOM€, OT rocrnof rpagoB, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, IIPEBBIIIE MEPBI OTJIMYEHA, a CIIyKUTh BEIbMUHOW
nouke npuxoautcs!.. Ila ere ockopOeHus OT Hee TeprieTh. .. Het, He ObiBaTh TOMY!.. BEIKUBY Jieco-
BUYKY, Kak bor cBAT, BBUKUBY U3 rpad)CKOro A0Ma. .. YK MpUIyMaio yTo-HUOyb. .. Bo3bMy rpex Ha
ayiry, 4ToObl U cedsl, M TOCTOJ, CBOMX OT Yap ee cracTu... Benp okongoBana oHa Hac... Kak ectb
OKOJIZIOBAJIA JIECOBMYKA MPOKJISITas !

N yrpromas, cocpenoroueHHass Bacuinuca roriesnach Ha KyxXHIO.

A B OrpOMHOI1 CTyIMU CEPOIIa3blil KPACUBbIN I0HOIIA U JIECHAsI KOJIIYHbs, JAaBSCh OT CMEXa,
CHOBA BO30OHOBJISUIM TIPEPBAHHBIA YPOK TAHIIEB.
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I'naBa X
Hocana Hatsbl. — /IBagnars mecroe. — Cropnpus rpacgpunu

— Otyero Th Tak MomuanuBa? — npucraet Hara k Kcane.

— 4 He 3HaW0O... — OTBEYaET Ta.
— Iocroii. Csanp ciona... Ckaxu, s MHE TIPSIMO B JIAIIO, JTIOOUIIIb Thl MeHs?
— 4 He 3HAMW0O. ..

— Cwmemntno. Pa3se Mbl He py3bs?.. CMOTpH MHe B I71a3a... Thl TOBOpPHIIA, UTO 5 criacia Tede
JKU3HB. A caMa THI CIIacja MOIO JKUA3Hb. .. 3HAYUT, JIOOUIIL? 3a4eM ke Thl TAK MOJIYAIMBA CO MHOM?

— IIpo uto pasroBapuBarhb?

— Kcenus, munas... Mbl crainu roBOpUTh APYT APYTY «ThD»... Mbl APY3bs... Byab ke coO MHOIO
OTKpOBEHHa U TpocTa... Ckaxu, 4To rioxer 1eds1, Kcans?

Kcans momyur.

VHBUIO 1IJTeNaeT 0 KpoByo JoXAUK. Cepble Ty4u Moi3yT 1o Heby, XMypble, YTPIOMbIE, TOpIIbIe
CBOEH MpavyHOW M MOTy4el KpacoTOM.

Ocenblo yxe naxseTt B ipupoje. Koner aBrycra. Ckopo v oceHb npuaeT. OT NOCTOSTHHOU ChIPO-
CTH U 0k Je noonenHena Harta, ocyHynach 1 KaiuisieT Bce Bpems.

I'pad u rpacpuns BUAsAT, 4TO HE KUIMIIA HA cBeTe uX Hara. 3auaxHeT oHa 3/1eCh KaK XpyNKui
I0KHBIN 1IBeTOK. U permiiy, 4To ToTYac mocje CBoMX MMeHHH, nocie 26-ro, Hara yener, kak nepe-
JleTHas JIaCTOUKa, Ha 1or, K cHemy HeOy u conHiry. Ho 26-e nposeser B PozoBoMm. Byzner 6an, cbe-
AyTCsi cocenu. BymyT KOCTIOMUPOBaHHbIE B MaCKaX TAHIIEBATh Ha JIy)KaliKe, OCBEIEHHOM JIeKTpHye-
CTBOM, T10]] 3ByKH OOJIBIIIOr0 OPKECTpa, BRIMMUCAHHOTO U3 ropoja. I'pad oTmycTit Ha ycTpoicTBo Oaa
6onblryio cymMmmy. OH BIIOJIHE COTTTacHICs ¢ rpauHeid, 9To Halo MoKa3aTh COCesIM, YTO OHM BOBCE
elle He pa3opeHsl. DTOT Mpa3AHUK BbiiyMana cama rpaduns ans Hatel. Hata ket ¢ HetepnieHueM
9TOTO Mpa3HUKA, KICT U OOUTCA, Kak Obl JOKIb He MmoMelian eMmy. Beapb ecnu 26-ro Oyaer noxpb,
6aJ1 o1l OTKPHITHIM HEOOM OyJIeT OTMEHEH, U TOT/a, TOr/a Bee Mponajo.

VY Hartebl, mo0Osineir My3bIKy, TaHIIBI U IIBETHI, C)KUMAETCsl Ceplle MPH OJHOM MBICTH O TOM,
YTO Mpa3IHUK OTMEHUTCS. Bee ee pasypakaer mosToMy cerojiHs, 0ObIYHO KPOTKYIO U THXyio Haty.
A niecoBrvKa 3T1a OoJbIlie BceX W Bcero... OTuero oHa Takas yrpioMas ceronHs? Bemp oHa, Hara,
otnana eu Bcio aymry. OHa oouT ee 6osbiie Beero nocse JKiomm. Kionu eii kak MaThb. JKionu ¢ Helt
JecsITh JIeT HenpepblBHO. ['pahrHIO-MaTh OHa BUAWT TeNiepb MOCHE AECATUIETHEH Pa3iyKu, OTBBIKJIA
ot Hee. A JKiomu 1yt Hee, HaTbl, Kak Bo31yX, 1 oHa J0OUT K10/ TOYHO caMylo OJIM3KYIO, POAHYIO.
Ho HeraBHO oHa mosioOwIa ¥ 3Ty YepHOIIa3ylo JiecHyIo AeBymKy. Ortdero ke KcaHs He oTBedaer eii?

— Cnymaii, necHas ¢esi, — ropoput Hara u cmeercst CKBO3b ciie3bl, — MuIasl, 1 yey CKOpo U
MOXKeT ObITh yMpY. .. TeOe xanb MeHs?.. Tol Oyniernis 3a MEHsSI MOJTUTBCS?

— 4 e ymero Mmonutecs! — nenever Kcans.

— Kak, He ymeeninb?

— Her!

— S Hayuy Te0s... Benp 51 mo06mo 1eds. . .

W Gnennast Hata oOHMMaeT 1eBOYKY.

JlecoBuuka momuut. Eil Tskesno ot 3toit lacku. OHa HU JIIOOWTh, HU MOJIMUThCS He ymeeT. .. OX,
OTIYCTUJIM OBl €€ Ha BOJIIO!

He nyckator. .. CteperyT... ['yasaTh 1axe He IMycKaloT Aajbiie caaa. bosrcs, urto oHa yOeKuT. ..
Ocobenno 6outcst Hara. Ee Gosbliine «CBATBIE» TIa3a Tak U cteperyT ee. [la Kak ke e JoOuTh ee,
CBOIO CTpaxy?..

— SI3pryamnia! — memnyer Hata, — He ymeeIb MOJUTBCS, HU TIPUBS3BIBATLCS, HU IPYKUTH!..

Ei1, 6one3HeHHOM, KPOTKOM U ¢1a00M, B OIaroflapHOCTh 3a JAPYXOY Tak XOTEJIOCh ObI JTIOOBH,
MIPUBSI3aHHOCTH TOM CHJIBHOM, CBOEOOpa3HOM, Topaoit neBouku. Ho HaripacHo. ..
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W Hara nimayet, 4To 4yTh HE NEPBBIH pa3 B )KU3HU €l He XOTAT MOTUMHATHCA. .. Cie3bl, OnHa 3a
JPYTOM, JILIOTCS U3 IJ1a3 OneqHoM geBoukn. OHa I1aveT, TopbKo mavyer. Eil u 601bHO, 1 0OUIHO, U4TO
JIECOBMYKA, HECMOTPSI HA €€ CTapaHusl, OTTAIIKMBAET ee, He JKeJlaeT MPUHSTH €€ HU CBOEeH MOIPYToi,
HU TIOKPOBUTEJILHULIEH. . .

W noxauk 3a OKHOM, MyYHTENbHBIH, HYIHBIH, TOXE Kak OyATo IiaveT... Tskeno oT Hero Ha
Ay1e. ..

K ytpy, Bripouem, 3aromy6eno He6o. CosHIle 3aCTEHYMBO BBHIIVISIHYJIO CKBO3b Cepble OONaKa
Kpyrom nposicauiocs. K 11 yrpa crano xapko.

Nmennnnuia, 06 pyky ¢ Matepbio u KcaHell, BEIXOAWIa U3 MaJIEHBKOM JIepeBEHCKOM TIePKBH,
rae Hara ropsiuo Monmiiach 0 TOM, 4TOOBI MPOIILIA Y Hee HyAHasl, pexyinas 0oib B OOKY U Ipyau,
YTOOBI YTHX YAYIUIMBBIA HOYaMH Kalllesb U... YTOObI YePHOOKAsl, KpacuBasi, HO JUKas U yrpsmas
JIeBOYKa, CTOSIBINIAsI C HEIO PSAIOM BCe BpeMs CITy:KObI, TIOJII0OMIIA ee.

KpecTbsiHe HU3KO KJIaHSIUCh, TPOBOXAst HAPSITHBIX TOCTION JTIOOOIBITHBIMHU B30PAMH.

— U necopuuka ¢ aumu! U necopruka! I'nsHb-kack kak okpydeHa! CnoBHO-1e OapbiiHs! —
HIyITYKaIUCh 6a0bl, KaJHO BIUBAsCh razamu B Kcaio.

Oma ObLa 3TOT pa3 Bes B 6eoM. Ho Jierkasi Bo3myIiHas Kuces He OAXO/uIa ee MPU3eMHUCTOM,
cuiibHOH purype. U TobKO asast JIeHTa, IepexBaThIBaBIIAsl €€ KyApsIBYIO TOJIOBY, PE3KO, pebeHO
MOTYEPKUBAJIA IOHYIO, IMKYIO, CBOEOOPa3HYI0, SIPKYIO KpacoTy.

I'pacpunst Mapbst BragumupoBHa UCKOca MOTJIsABIBAIA HA 00eUX JIEBYILEK, Clieqysl 3a HUMU. B
IPyIM ee ITyXO HapacTaslo pa3ApaXeHue U HeIOBOJIbCTBO Ha JIECOBHUKY.

— Kakas cyxoctb, Kakasi 4epcTBOCTh! — MBICJIEHHO MOBTOpsiIa rpacuHsa. Hata Tak u jbHET K
HEW, TaK U JIbHET, a OHa XOTb OBl YJILIOHYJIaCh, XOTh OBl IPUJIACKAIACh pa3oK. .. HeT, nepeBsiika oHal..
Hukasi, Tynasi, 0eCayBCTBEHHAsI IEBUOHKA!

N ona koco, cepauro norsasiBasia Ha Kcanio.

Koco, cepauto nornsiapiBaau Ha Hee U KPeCThsHE.

— Wb 3anerena BOpOHA HE B CBOM XOPOMBI, — IJIyXO PONTATNA OHH, — OApBIIIHIO KOPYHT. ..
Buib BeIpsimuiack, (pst aTakasi, uepToBa Kykia!

W ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO TOCMATPUBAIIY HA JIEBUOHKY.

k% %k

Lenblii neHb ycTpanBaiy monaaky s 6ana. K Beuepy chexainch rocTv, OKpecTHbIE TIOMe-
IIMKH, C )KEHAMH U JeThbMU. UTO-TO JMKOBUHHOE MPEACTABIIIOCH X B3opam. Cpeau JIyKailKu, OKpY-
JKEHHOW TIeJIo rupisiHaon (poHapei, ObUT criesiaH OOJBIION, AePEeBSHHbBIA MOMOCT, B BUJE Kpyra,
HATEePTHI BOCKOM, C YCTaBJICHHBIMU HA HEM I10 KpasiM MATKUMH CKaMelKaMH, AUBaHUYMKAMHU U Kpec-
Jamu. DTo OBLIO MECTO, MPeJHA3HAYSHHOE /715 TaHIIEB. Mek KyCTOB OOSIPBIIITHMKA ObLITHA pa30pocaHbl
IIATPBI, IECTPbIE ¥ HAPSAHBIE, IPKUMU TISITHAME BBIIETISAIONIMECS U3 3€JIeHU AepeBbeB. B oqHOM 13
HUX MTOMECTHJIMCh MY3bIKQHTBI, B IPyTOM ObLT OTKPHITHIH OydeT u T. 1. Bce ObU10 3a11TO 35IeKTprye-
CTBOM. A TaM, JaJibllie, BO MPaKe, CTOST MOJTYaJIMBbIE IEPEBbsI U KYCThI, TEMHbIC, KyTKHUE, TIOXOKHE
Ha MPU3PaKK B TEMHOTE aBI'YCTOBCKOM HOYH. . .

PoBHO B fiecAITh B MOJIOCATOM IIATPE OPKECTP IPSHYJI MOJIOHE3, U U3 I0Ma, IO TJIABHOW aJljiee,
BeJlylIel K Kpyry, MOTSHY/IMCh Tapbl. Briepeayn Beex 1uia rpaduas XBalblHCKAsl ¢ KAKMM-TO CAHOB-
HBIM cTaprukoM. Ha Heli Obi10 OapxaTHOe 1u1aThe. Ee u3siiHble, MajieHbKUe PyKH, esl U YIIv ObUTH
YHU3aHbI IPAaroleHHBIMHA KaMHSIMU TTOCTIE/IHSIS] POCKOIIb HAYMHABIINX PAa30PATHCs rpaoB XBaIbIH-
CKuX. 3a nepBoy napoi nuia sropasi: rpad Jenuc BceBonogoBuy ¢ noxkuiIon cocekon Mo UMEHHUIO,
KOrjga-To ONiecTsInei MpuIBOPHOM AaMOi. 32 HUMH IIUTM KOCTIOMHUPOBAHHbIE ¥ HEKOCTIOMHUPOBAH-
Hble napbl. [IpuexaBiye, B 9uciie rocTei, u3 ryOepHCKOro ropofia, HaXOAMBIIIErocsl B CTa BEPCTax OT
Po3oBoro, nparyHckue opuiiephl ¢ YUCTO BOGHHOU BBIIIPABKOM, Opsiliasi IMOPaMH, BEJIM CBOMX JIaM
TOJ1 TUTABHBIE 3BYKH IOJIOHE3A.
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Jloyepu 1 KeHbl OKPECTHBIX MOMEITMKOB, KOTOPBIM PEKO BHIAJAIO HA JOJIO MOBECETUTHCS
B JIETHEE BpPeMsl B ME/IBEXKbEH INTyIIH, MPUIOKUIN BCE CBOM CTapaHHsl, YTOOBI 3aKOCTIOMUPOBATHCS
KaKk MOXHO MHTepecHee U jyuie. Koro, koro Tyt He Osuto! M ouapoBartenbHble (per BECHBI, JIeTa
Y 3UMBI, ¥ HOUb, NIPEKpAcHasi, KaK BOCTOYHAS LIAPUIIA, ¥ TOMHAsI TypYaHKa C TOCKYIOIIMMH OYaMH,
1 ObICTpoOIIa3as IblraHKa, ¥ KpacaBel-0anaut, u HensoOexHble [Ibeppo n Konomouna. Ho Gosnbine
Bcex Boiessicss Meducrodens. Bech 3aTsHy TN B KPaCHOE TPUKO, C TTOJTYMACKOW Ha JIULIE, JIOBKUH,
OECHYIOIIMIACS M U3BOPOTIIMBBIN, KaK KOIIIKA, OH MOpakall ¥ 04apoBhIBaI BeexX. [laxke coBceM I0HbIe
cymectBa, AMyp ¥ [lcrxest, ¢ KpbUIBIIIIKaMH 32 TUIEYaMH, C JIOKOHAMH BJIOJTb HEKHBIX I1IEeK, HaJIMeH-
Hble Hasb 1 Bepa, — u Te He cyckainu 11a3 ¢ uaTepecHoro Meducroders, To HEOKUIAHHO MOATIPbI-
TMBAIOIIETO B MIOJIOHE3€, KAK MSIYHMK, TO TUIABHO CKOJIB3AIIET0, Yy Th JIU HE MTPUTHOAsICh K CaMOH 3eMJIe.

[Mapb! mpuOIM3KUINCH K KPYTY.

OpkecTp npepBaJl MeoauI0. B HOUHOM BO3/yXe, HACHILIEHHOM 3JIEKTPUYECTBOM, HEXKHO ITPO-
3By4aJ rojioc rpapvHu:

— [Ipomry MUHYTY BHUMaHUSI Miepe]] OTKPhITHEM Oaia. . .

W rpacduns MaxHysa 6€1bIM TIATKOM.
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DNEKTPUYECKUHA CBET MOTyX pa3oM. CTajo TEMHO Ha OrpOMHOM Kpyry. ToNbKO MepLaImuii
3Be37[aMHM KyTIOJ HeOa JINJI CBOi MaToOBbIN THXUH (panTacTuueckuii ceet. Pas! [Iga! Tpu! Y no HoBomy
CUrHaJTy TpapMHU B OIHOM U3 HAXOAAIIMXCS B TEHU KYCTOB YIUTY 3aIlbUIaJl KeJITOBATO-KPACHBIN OeH-
rajJbcKMid oroHb. OH OXBaTWJI pa3oM IUIOLIAJIKY, 3aKOCTIOMAPOBAHHYIO TPYIILy U TOJILY KPECTbsH,
OLICTIMBIIMX KPYT U KaJHO MoOyomuxcs rpadckum mnpasgaukoM. Ha momocte, cpemy ropsimmero
TUIAMEHU, KaK B Uy/IHOI M TAMHCTBEHHOM CKa3Ke, MOSIBUJICS OEJIbIi aHTe ¢ CepeOpsTHBIMU K PhUIbSIMU,
BO3/YIIHBIN, XPYIIKUI aHTeJl, IPEJIECTHBIN U HEKHBIM, KaK JajeKasi HEOIIpeJeIMBILIAsACS EILe rpe3a.
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Ito Obuta rpacuns Hara.

Psinom c¢ anrenom crosiia apyrasi purypa, OHHAKE €ro poCTOM, B SIPKO-KPACHOM C YEpHBIM
MOKPHIBAJIOM, B JPEBHUX CAHJAIUSX HA HOTaX, ¢ OOHAXKEHHBIMH, MEPEBUTHIMH METAUIMYECKUMHU
3MesIMU CMYTJIBIMU pyKaMu. YepHbIil KacKaj CTPYSIIMXCsS KOC CIYCKaJICs JO ST BAOIb CUJIBHOM,
KperKou aeBrubelt (purypsl. B 4epHbIX, OTTEHSIIOIIMX CUHEBOM, BOJIOCAX, BOJTHYIOIIUXCS, MYIITUCTHIX,
3aIyTaJIMCh 3eJIeHbIEe TPABbI, XKEJIThIC JIMCThsI U IIBETHI JIIOTUKOB M JUKOHM rBO3IUKH. B pykax Kioka.
MarneHnbKasi coBa ¢ HEMOABMKHBIMU KPYIJIBIMU T71a3aMH Ha OJJHOM IUIeYe, JIETy4asi MbIIIb C pacipo-
CTEPTHIMHU KPbUIbSIMU — Ha IPYTOM.

— JlecHast KonayHbsi! — BHIPBAJIOCh BOCTOPKEHHBIM BO3IJIACOM U3 TOJIIBI TOCTEH.

— JlecoBuuka! — MpOHECIOCH TYIKMM POKOTOM 10 PsiiaM KPECThSIH.

— Kpacora! Benukwuii Boxe! Uro 3a kpacora! — nmpo3BeHen 4ei-To NOTPSICEHHBIN Toyoc.

— Kpacora 6e3 eguHoii yneiOku! MepTBast KpacoTa, — OTBeYal IPYTou.

— O, "er! Bosce He meprBasi! [locmotpute, kKak ropsat ee razal.. I'paguns, oTkyna sta kpa-
caBuLa’?

HoBonbHas 3¢ pexkTom ee 3ateu, rpadpuHs OTBevaa:

— Tak, neBouka w3 Jieca, MPUEMBIII, BocnuTaHHUIA. He mypHa, HO IMKa M CBOEBOJIbHA, KaK
3BEpeK.

Ho BoT motyx ropsimii KycT, ¥ OJJHOBPEMEHHO BCITBIXHYJIO JIeKTpruecTBO. CHOBA HESICHBIN
JaJleKUid CBET 3Be3/1 CTaJl OJIeIeH M KaJIOK MPH MPa3JHUYHOM POCKOIITHOM CHUSTHUH.

OpkecTp IpsiHyJ BaJbC.

Ha GayibHOM Kpyry mepBbIMU MOSIBIUIUCH BBICOKHIA O€JIbIi aHTeN ¥ MPU3EMUCTast JIeCHast KOJI-
TYHbSI.
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I'naBa XI
Yapsl JiecHoll kKoaaynbu. — HeynaBmasicst
HHTPUTA. — 3aMbICeJI JIECOBUUKHA

— OTu4ero Thl He TaHITyelllb, KpacaBUIa-KOMAyHbs1? [ a1 Bce cMOTPAT Ha TeOst, mo0ysich. .. Ho
TBOM B30p TaK MpPAvHO-TparyeH, YTo HUKTO HE peliaercs K Tede nojouT! A Mexay TeM BCe 3TH
KpacuBble, OnecTsiye opuIiepbl aTakyloT OeJHOrO YepTa, CIIpaIIiBasi, He MOXKET JI1 OH YTOBOPUTh
YapOBHHMILY-KOJITYHBIO TAHIIEBATh C HUMHU.

W kpachblit Meducrodeb, NpUNogHsB CBOIO IIANIOYKY, C CAMBIM U3bICKAHHBIM BUJIOM PacKJa-
HuBascs nepea Kcaneid.

— Butbka!

W Ha Mur MpavHble 171a3a KOJIIYHbU MPOSICHUIIUC.

— Coiymraii! — ckazana KcaHsi, mopeIBUCTO CXBaTUB 3a pyKy cBoero napyra. Ciymaii, Butbka!
Benp niec Tak O5m3Ko OTCIONA, a 5 ¢ TeX MOp, Kak KUBY Y rpadoB, ellle HUKOra He Oblia B Jiecy, B
n30yKe y asaau. .. y Bacu... Ax! coexars Obl ¢ Kpyra — Belb BCETO HECKOJIBKO II1aroB. . .

— Ilepen Hocom, xouelib Thl cka3zath. — Y BukTtop-Meducrodenns NpoTsSakKHO CBUCTHYI. — A
BCe-TaKM cOexarhb ¢ Kpyra tede He yaactcsl. .. JlecATKu a3 ciendr 3a ToOOH. .. S1 ciblimal, Kak BOH
TOT JUIMHHBIN, KaK BEPCTaK, JAparyH ckazan rpady npo 1eds: «51 B )KU3HU HE BUIAT HUYETO TAKOro.
310 penkas KpacaBuiia». Y moromy tebe Henb3sl HU Ha mmar yiurtu. .. Ceiiyac 3ametsr... Hy, penkas
KpacaBuIIa, MOWAEM CO MHOM, JOKAQ)XeM BCEM STUM TOCTIOIaM, UTO Thl U PEAKAsl IUISICYHBSI.

— AX, HeT, yiiau, He xouy 5!

Ee orpomHble I71a3a BIMBAJIMCh B TEMHOTY, B HE OCBEIEHHBIN JEKTPUIECTBOM YIoJ ILIO-
IIAIKK, T/Ie Iapuja YHbUIas MIJIa.

— He xoderp misicath! — ¢ HEYIOBOJILCTBUEM TPOTsIHYT Meducrodensb. — Kakoit komap Te0s
ykycuii?.. Bce Mom crapanusi, Kak TBoero rnpodeccopa TaHIeB, 3HaYuT, nponaiu qapom! Tak! Dtoro
s1, IpU3HaCh, He oxuaan!.. CrecHsenbes, uyTo u? Ho Beop THI TaHIlyelb, Kak OoruHs. Hu 3toi
Bepke, Hu TBOCI cramaBoii Hate 1o Te0s He noTsaHyThCsA. OHM MPHITAIOT, Kak KO3kl B capadaHax. Y
HUX TOYHO HOTHU JePEBSHHBIC. .. A ThI... THI... 3a TeOs 51 He Ootock. .. Kcans! [oigem xe co MHOI,
MOTeIb CBOEro yuuTes. .. [omyOymka!

— Youpaiics! — rpy0o obopBasia Ta. A r1a3a ee Bce BpeMsl, He OTPbIBAsICh, IJISICH U TIISIen
B YaIy.

PaznocanoBannbiii BukTop otomen ot Hee.

— W roBopuTh-TO 51 ¢ TOOOM OOJIBIIIE HE Kela ! — OypKHYJ cede Moj] Hoc paccepkeHHbI Medu-
crodelb.

— A, monsieur Buktop! Kaxercs, necHas KongyHbs HaTsiHyJ1a BaM Hoc? — VI iBeHaquaTHIIeTHSS
rpacuHsa Bepa npocyHyna cBo0 MajieHbKYIO pyuky nop pyky Meducrodens. — § Bungena, kKak Bbl
MIPUIJIAIIATM €€, U KaK OHa Bac OTTOJIKHYJA, BaC, JIy4IIIero TaHopa!

— IlpaBna, rpaduHIONIKa, OHA MEHS OTTOJIKHY/IA.

U kpacusbiiit Meducrodesns mokopHO CKIOHWI riepe] po3oBoii [cuxeeri-Bepoi cBoio kpacuByio
TOJIOBY, B TO BpeMsl Kak B KyJPsIBOW TOJIOBE 3peJio OBICTPOE pellieH e,

— Bac, nepBoro TaH1opa, orTofnkHysna! — eie pa3 npousHecaa rpaduns Bepa u ToMHO ckJo-
HIJIA CBOIO TIETIENTbHYIO TOJIOBKY Ha Tuiedo Bukropa.

— la, MeHs1! — ¢ KOMUYECKUM B3/I0XOM TIPOTSIHYJ TOT.

— Bennplii! — u mykaBas 1eBOUYKa 3aMCKMBAIOLIE 3aIIsIHYJIa B €ro m1a3a. — [la kak e oHa cmeial

— O, rpacpuns!.. Kak xe oHa Morya noctynuth nHaye? OHa He yMeeT TaHLEeBarh.

— He ymeert?
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— Hy, pa3Be TonbKO C JenmMu y ceOs1 B varte. .. Vi Bel He BUanTe, 9T0 3Ta pacdydbipeHHas
JMKapKa TsoKela, Kak cjioH? JlapoM, 4To OHa XOpollla, Kak KapTuHa.

— Pa3ge xopormma?

W B MaioKpoBHOM, O€3BpEMEHHO YBSIIIIEM JIMUUKe rpacduHu Bepbl MesbKHYIa 3aBUCTb.

— Ouenb xopoma! — ¢ caMbIM OYTUTEIBHBIM BUJOM TpousHec Bukrop. Brpouewm, 310 Bce
311eCh TOBOPSIT.

— Jlyuiie meHs?

Bonpime, cepple miaza Bepbl IMPOKO pacKpbUIKCS.

— Jlyumie, rpaduHs, — MpO3BYyYal MeyalbHbIil OTBET.

— A! — B30p Bepnl 3aBucTMBO 1 cepauto OecHy1. — Ho taniyer oHa xyno?

— Hukak He Tanuyer! Ilpocto pe3Bsmiics: runnonoram!

— Bor kak! AX, kKak 3T0 ObUIO ObI XOPOIIIO, €CJM ObI MOKHO OBLIO €€ BCe-TaKU 3aCTaBUTh TaH-
1IeBaTh C KeM-HUOY/b, — BOCKJIMKHYJa Bepa. — Bot Bbinuia Ob1 otexa!.. Bee npekiioHsiotest nepen
ee KpacoToM, a BOT, YBHUJIAB, KaK 3Ta KpacaBHIla TUISAIIET, BCE CTAIU Obl CMESIThCA. .. DTO ObUIO ObI
BEJIMKOJIENHO!.. BUKTOp, BBI IOJIKHBI 3TO YCTPOUTDb, HEIIPEMEHHO JIOJLKHBI. .. [TyCTh poTaHIyeT XxoTh
pas... Yroeopurte ee... Bor-To Oyner cmerHo!.. — 310paacTBys noBTOpsiyia Bepa. — YV MeHs ecTh TaH-
uop i Hee... TyT, HanpoTus, crouT KHA3b Mypartos. .. [Tonseaure ero k Kcane. OH ceituac TOJIbKO
BOCTOprajcs eo.... [IycTb jxe 4yBCTBYeT, Kak XOpolllia B TaHIax 3Ta TymOa. .. [longseaure ero K He. . .

— OxortHo, rpaduns! — 1, mpockob3HYB Ma3ypKo 1o Kpyry, BUKkTop nmomgieren k Onectsiemy
JParyHCKOMY aJbIOTAHTY U, B35IB €r0 MO/ PYKY, MOBJIEK B AAJIbHUI YTOJ IJIOIIAAKY.

— KHs13b, s cibIan — Bel BOCTOPrajIvCh HaIlleH JIECHOW KOJIyHbel, oopaTtumiicss BukTop k Ore-
CTAIIIEMY JIparyHCKOMY KOpHETY. — XOTUTe OBbITh TIPE/ICTABJICHHbBIM €17

— O, npemHoro o0stxete, mon cher!?

W kHA3b 3aCKONB3MIT 000K ¢ BUKTOpOM 1O HaTepTOMY BOCKOM KPYTY.

— Kcenusi! — npousHec Buktop, HU3Ko ckJIoHss niepen KcaHeld cBOI0 KyApsIBYIO OJIOBY, — BOT
KHsI3b MypatoB sxenas ObITh IPE/ICTABICHHBIM BaM, — M TUXO TYT ke T0OaBUII, — €CJIU Thl HE TION/IEeIITh
C HAM TaHIIeBaTh, TO 3HAH, MbI C TOOO Bparu Ha BCIO KW3Hb !

Bripouem, u 6e3 storo BHymeHus: Kcane Henb3st 66110 Obl OTKa3aThes. CrutbHast pyka Mypa-
TOBa, OOTsAHYyTas1 OEJION JIAMKOM, KMBO OOXBATUJIA €€ CTaH, M OHM MOHECINCh B BaJIbCE.

TaHnyromye napsl OCTAHOBUJIMCH P BUJIE BAJIbCUPYIOIIMX . .. YIJIOBaTasi 3aCTEHYMBOCTb JIECO-
BUYKH Pa30M Ky[a-To Mporaja, ucuesna, Kak rmo BoimeocTBy. [ukasi, cBoeoOpa3Has rpauust Kcanu
CKBO3MJIA TEMEPb B KaXk/IOM €€ IBUKEHUU, 3aKOHUEHHOM U cTpoHOM. OT ee YepHBIX KYIpeu, ¢ 3aIly-
TaBIUMMMCS B HUX LIBETAMHU, TSHYJICS HEXKHBIN apoMar... beicTpas, Jierkasi, OHa HOCUJIACh 1O KPYyry
OrHEHHBIM BUJIEHUEM, UyTh KacasiCb HOTAMHU 3€MJIU... 3BYKM MY3bIKM HAallOMUHAJIM €M 3BOH POAU-
MOTO JIECHOTO Py4bsl M TPECK KY3HEUMKOB B yailie... Camblil Jiec BBIIVISA/AbIBAI HA HEE€ U3 TEMHOTHI. . .
Ona 3a0bu1ack. .. HapsimHast Tonma, rocTy, TUIoIaaKka — Bce Tiepectaio cyinecTBoBath s Kcanw. Eit
YyIUJIOCh, YTO JIECHbIE Tb(MbI TTO3HAIM €€ Ha CBOM MPa3JHUK, M OHA KPYXKHUTCS C HUMHU O3 KOHIIA. . .

— Kaxk ona BenmkonenHo taniyer! Kak oHa apTUCTUUYECKM TaHITyeT, 3Ta [TpeJiecTHast AMKapKa! —
CJIBIIIIAJICS BOCXUILIEHHBI IIENIOT BOKPYT HEe.

— I'me TBI BBIyUMIach TakoMy MCKyccTBY, qutsi? becriogodHo! He oxupana! Ctonbko rparmu!
[Tpenects! — ycniena eil menHyTh Ha yXo rpaduHs, HejloyMeBarolas, MOYTH PacTporaHHasi 3TUM IpH-
SITHBIM CIOPITPU30M.

B 310 %€ Bpems B yry kpyra rpacuns Bepa, uyTh He 11ava, menrana Bukropy, KanpusHoO
nojiepruBas ryoamu:

— BBl 3TO HAPOUHO. .. HAPOYHO. .. MIPUAYMAJH, YTOObI MEHS IOKOHATb. .. 37101 Bbl! BbI 3HaMH,
YTO OHA BEJIMKOJIETTHO TaHIlyeT, U XOTEJM TOJIBKO MO3JIUTh MEHs. .. § nmana noxanywoocs... OHa npe-
KPacHO TaHIIyeT.

2 Mot Joporoit (¢hp.).
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«A BBl gymMasu Xyno?! — pacxoxXoTasicsi MbICJIEHHO BHKTOp, — 1a, Kak ke, BblAaM 51 BaM Ha
nocmestaue Kcanpky, xaure!» M TyT ke 10OaBUII BCIYX C YCMEIIIKOM:

— Hy, urto Bb Hanum xoporrero. .. rpaguns!.. Tak, ckaueT cede, kak Omoxa... He Benmko ee
MCKYCCTBO. ..

W oromien TopikecTBYIOIIMI U YIOBIETBOPEHHBIN CBOEH MECTBIO. . .

%k %k %k

Kcansi, 4yTh He 3aI0XHYBIIasICs, pa3ropsiueHHas1, CUjiesia B YTOJIKy Kpyra, KyJaa ee mpumyal
OrecTAIIUE TparyHCcKuid KopHeT. Ee r71a3a, clierka 3aTyMaHeHHbIe OT OBICTPOTrO KPYKEeHHsI B BaJibCe,
CHOBa BIWJIKCH B YaIly.

«Bort ecnu ceituac CpbIrHYTh C IUIOMAAKH, TO TIOMA/ENIb B TEMHYIO MOJIOCY, BUXPEM MIPOHO-
CHUJIOCH B MBICTISIX JIECOBUYKH, — HECKOJIBKO TIPBIKKOB TY/IA, B KYCTHI. .. HATHYTBCS TOJIBKO. .. A Tam,
B KyCTax, MpoOpaThcsl Aajblile, Jajbllie, 1 HUKTO HEe 3aMETUT, Kak ouyTHllbcs B siecy! B necy! B
xemnanHom! TTorrpoOoBath pazee?»

Cepare ee cxaock. .. [Totom 3acTyyalio, Tak 3aCTy4asio, TOUHO XOTEJIO0 BHICKOUUTh U3 TPYIH. . .
W Bapyr ee Opocuiio B xkap, ObICTPO, HEOKUIAHHO, OT OIHOM MBICIH. «A Kak momacth K Bace, B
cropoxky? Jsaas ceituac Ha oOxofie W, HaBEpHOE, N0 OOBIKHOBEHMIO, Bacio 3anep Ha kimod... Kak
nonactb 6e3 KJoJa K HeMy, B JIeCHOU oMK ?» Jlaxe rosoBa 3akpyxwuiack y Kcanu. .. Eif Tak xote-
JIOCh XOTh Ha CaMOe KOPOTKOE BpeMsl BHIPBATHCA B JIEC, B MUIIYIO, CTapyl0 OOCTAaHOBKY, B JIECHOM
IOMUK, K Bacummio, k gpyry... XOTh Ha 4acOK, Ha IoJI9aca, Ha MUHYTKY oaHy! Benb Oomblie Mecsia
KUBET OHA 3]IeCh, B ycaibOe, M He 3HAET, He BElaeT O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS TaM, B JIECHON CTOPOXKKE.
UYro nonensiBaeT Bacs? [lomkHa ke oHa moBUAaTh ero! Beab oH ee eIMHCTBEHHBIN JAPYT, €e HaCTaB-
HUK, ee yunTesb. Ecim oHa Koro-imbo Ha cBeTe B COCTOSIHMM TOMIOOUTH, TaK TOJBKO ero, Bacio. ..
W c tex nop, kak oHa B rpapcKoM JI0Me, BCe Yallle U Yalle oHa AymaeT o HeM... Bacunumii He Hara;
OH HUKOIJIa HE TOBOPUT €M, Kak rpaduHIomKa: «byap MonM Ipyrom, momoou MeHs». A 3a 4TO ee
NOMIOONTH U Kak nmomoOuTs? OHa cuactimBasi! Y Hee Bce eCTb: U Hapsbl, ¥ KyIIaHbsl CIaJKue, 1
ponutesu 3a00TATCS O Hel, He Jal0T Ha Hee BeTpy MaxHyTb... 3a uTo ee moouTh? A BoT Bacmmmii,
Bacs, xpomold, kanKui, ToToqHbIA Bceraa! Yk eciii HaJo KOro JIIOOWTh Ha CBETe, TakK ero, 00e3/1o-
JICHHOTO, JKaJIKOTO KaJieKy... AX, moBuaath Obl ero!.. Ho ecnu maxe u coexarh B jec, — 6e3 Kimoda
He BOUTH B cTopokKy. He nonacts. 3anepr Bacs!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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