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Makcum I'opbkui
Pdoma I'opaees

Anmony Ilaenosuuy Yexosy
M. I'opvkuii

I

Jletr mecTbaecAaT TOMy Ha3aj, Korja Ha Bosre co cka304HOI0 OBICTPOTOM CO37aBaTUCh MUJLIU-
OHHBIE COCTOSIHUSI, — HA OJIHOM U3 Oapyk Oorava kymia 3aeBa ciyxui Bogonuom Urnat ['oprees.

CubHBIN, KPACUBBIN U HETJIYIIbI, OH ObLT OJHUM U3 TeX JIIo[el, KOTOPHIM BCEr/a U BO BCEM
COIMYTCTBYET yjiaua — He IIOTOMY, YTO OHH TAJIAHTJIMBBI ¥ TPYJOJIIOOUBBI, @ CKOpee MOTOMY, 4To, 00J1a-
Jasi OrPOMHBIM 3aI1aCOM SHEPruu, OHU 1O MyTH K CBOMM LIEJISIM HE YMEIOT — J1a)Ke€ HE MOTYT — 3a/1y-
MBIBaThCsl HaJl BHIOOPOM CPE/ICTB M HE 3HAIOT MHOTO 3aKOHA, KpoMe CBoero enanus. MHorga oHu
CO CTpaxoM T'OBOPAT O CBOEH COBECTH, TIOPOI0 UCKPEHHO My4YaloTcsi B OopbOe ¢ Hell, — HO COBECTb
HeroOeJMa JIUIIb TSl CIa0bIX IyXOM; CHUJIbHBIE JKe, OBICTPO OBJIAJICBas €10, TOpadoIIaloT €e CBOMM
uesissM. OHU MPUHOCST el B KePTBY HECKOJIbKO OECCOHHBIX HOUEI; a €CIIU CITyYUTCsl, YTO OHA OJ0JIEEeT
UX Iy, TO OHU, MOOEKIEHHBIE €10, HUKOTAa He ObIBAIOT pa30UTHI U TaK ke CHJIBHO KUBYT TOJ ee
HAYyaJIoM, KaK XXWIA U O3 Hee. ..

B copok nier ot pogy UrHar ['opaeeB cam ObUT COOCTBEHHMKOM TpeX MapOXOIOB U JIECATKA
6apx. Ha Bonre ero yBaxasu, Kak 6oraya ¥ yMHOTO 4eJiOBeKa, HO Jainu eMy rpo3suine — [Habiii,
100 KU3Hb €ro He TeKJia POBHO, 10 MPSIMOMY PYCITy, KaK Yy IPYTUX JIofiel, eMy MOA0OHBIX, a TO U JIEJI0,
MSTEKHO BCKUTIasi, 6pocajiach BOH U3 KOJIEH, B CTOPOHBI OT HAKUBBI, IJIABHOM 11EJTH CYIIIECTBOBAHMUS.
Brio kak 6wl Tpoe ['opneeBbix — B Tenie MrHata sxvmv Tpu gy, OjiHa U3 HUX, caMmasi MOIHAs1, Oblia
TOJIBKO KaJiHa, U, Korja VIrHat momquuHsIIcs ee BEJICHUsIM, — OH ObUT TIPOCTO YeJIOBEK, OXBAaUCHHBIN
HEYKPOTUMOM CTPACTBIO K paboTe. DTa CTPAcTh ropesia B HEM JIHM U HOYM, OH BCEIIEJIO TOTJIONIAJICS]
€10 U, XBaTasl BCIOLY COTHHU U TBICSYM PyOJieid, Ka3aaoch, HUKOTJa HE MOT HACBITUTHLCS IIEJIECTOM U
3BoHOM JeHer. OH MeTaJicsi o Bosre BBepx 1 BHU3, YKPEILsisl U pa30pachiBasi CETH, KOTOPHIMU JIOBUIT
30JI0TO: CKyMaJI O JIEPEBHAM XJieO, BO3MII ero B PRIOMHCK Ha CBOMX Oaprkax; 0OMaHbIBaJI, UHOTJIA He
3amMevall 3TOro, MOpoK — 3amMevall, TOPKECTBYs, OTKPHITO CMESUICS HaJl OOMaHyTHIMH U, B OE3yMUM
JKaX[Ipl IEHer, BO3BbIIIAJICA 0 Mo33uu. Ho, oTaaBasi Tak MHOTO CHIIBI TOW MOTOHE 3a pyOsieM, OH
He ObLT JKaJleH B Y3KOM CMBbIC/Ie TIOHATHUS U Jake, MHOTAA, OOHApYKMBAJT UCKPEHHEe PABHOAYILIUE K
CBOEMY MMYIIIECTBY.

OpnHaxpl, BO BpeMs Jienoxosa Ha Boire, oH crostm Ha Oepery W, BUjsl, Kak Jie JIOMaeT
€ro HOBYIO TPUILATUIISATUCAKEHHYIO OapKy, IPUTUCHYB ee K OOphIBUCTOMY Oepery, pUroBapuBal
CKBO3b 3YOBbI:

—Tak ee!.. Hy-ka eme... :xmu-gasu!.. Hy, eme pa3zok!..

— Yro, UrnHar, — cripocus ero kKyM MasikuH, — BbDKUMAET JIeA-TO y TeOs U3 MOIIHBI ThICSY
IeCATD, 9TaK?

— Huuero! Emie cro Haxusem!.. Tl misiau, kak padotaet Bonra-to! 3nopoBo? OHa, MaTy1Ka,
BCIO 3€MJII0 MOKET Pa3BOPOTUTH, KaK TBOPOT HOXOM, — isiau! Bot Te «BosipeiHs» Mosi! Beero onny
BOJy noruiaBaia... Hy, cripaBum, 4to v, MOMUHKHY €117

Bapxy pasmaBwio. IrHat ¢ KyMoM, CUJisl B TPaKTHpe, Ha Oepery, M BOAKY ¥ CMOTpPENU B
OKHO, KaK BMECTE CO JIbJOM IO peKe HeCIUCh OONMOMKH «BosipbIHm».

— Kanko nocyny-to, UrHar? — cipocun Masikus.

— Hy, vero x xanets? Bonra nana, Bonra u B3siia. .. Yaii, He pyku MHE OTOPBAJIO. ..

— Bce-Taku. ..
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—Yto — Bce-taku? JlagHo, XOTh caM BUjIEN, KaK BCE JIealioch, — BIiepel — HayKa! A BOT, Korja
y MeHs «Bonrapb» ropes, — xka’jko, He Bujai 5. Yaii, kakas KpacoTta, Korja Ha Bojie, TEMHOU HOYbIO,
9TAaKWH KOCTpUIIIE MbLTaeT, a? Bonplnymii mapoxonuHa Obu. . .

— Byaro Toxe He noxanen?

— TTapoxon? IMapoxox — *kanko ObUTO, TOYHO... Hy, 1a Begp 3TO IIyMmocTh OAHA — KAJIOCTh!
Kaxkoii Tonk? [1naupb, noxainyii: ciessl noxapa He norymar. [lyckail ux — napoxoapt ropsr. M — xots
BcE cropu — tuieBaTh! ['opena Obl qymia k padorte. .. Tak jau?

— H-pa, — ckazan MasikuH, ycmexasch. — 9TO Tl KpENKHe CJI0Ba TOBOPUIlIb. .. 1 KTo Tak roBo-
PHT — €ro XOTb JIOroJia Pa3/icHb, OH Bce OoraT Oyfer. . .

OtHocsch (unocodcku K motepssm Toicsid, VIrHaT 3Ham HEeHy KaXkJI0M KOMEWKH; OH Jaxke
HUIIMM TIO/IaBaJI PEIKO U TOJIBKO TeM, KOTOpbIe ObLITM COBEPIIEHHO HeCIIOCOOHHI K pabote. Ecim xe
MUJIOCTBIHIO TTPOCUJT YEJIOBEK MaJIO-MaJIbCKU 3710pOBblIii, IrHaT cTporo ropopui:

— INpoBanusaii! Eme paborars MOXelllb, — MOJX BOT JBOPHUKY MOEMY MOMOTY HaBO3 yOparh
— CEMHUIIIHUK JaM.

B nepuonnt yBiedeHus: paboToi OH K JIOASM OTHOCHIICS CYPOBO M O€3KaJIOCTHO, — OH U cede
TIOKOSI He J1aBaJl, JIoBs pyosu. Y BAPYr — OOBIKHOBEHHO 3TO CIy4ajoch BECHOM, KOT/Ia BCE Ha 3eMJie
CTAQHOBUTCS TaK 00AsATEIbHO KPACHMBO M YE€M-TO YKOPU3HEHHO JIACKOBBIM BEeT Ha JYIy C sICHOTO
Heba, — Virnat T'opzeeB kak Obl YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH HE XO35IMH CBOETO Jef1a, a Hu3kuid pad ero. OH
3ayMbIBAJICS Y, TILITJIMBO TOTJIS/IIBAsI BOKPYT CeOsI M3-TIO/I TYCTBIX, HAXMYPEHHBIX OPOBEH, LIEIBIMU
JOHSIMU XOIIWJI YTPIOMBIN U 37101, TOYHO CIpAIMBAasi MOTYa O YeM-TO U 00sICh CIIPOCHTH BenyX. Toraa
B HEM MPOCHINaiach Ipyras Ayma — OylHas U MOXOTIMBAsi IyIla pa3ApakeHHOrO TOJOJ0M 3BEpsl.
Jlep3kuii co BCeMH ¥ IMHUYHBIH, OH MMWJI, pa3BpaTHUYAJ U CIIAaUBAJT IPYTUX, OH IPUXOANI B UCCTYII-
JIeHWe, 1 B HEM TOYHO BYJIKaH rpsi3u Bckunai. Kazanoch, oH OelieHo pBeT Te Lienu, KOTOpble caM Ha
ce0s1 CKOBaJI 1 HOCHT, PBET UX 1 OECCUIIEH pa3opBaTh. BCKIIOKOUEHHBIH, TPS3HBIH, C JIUIIOM, OIyXIITMM
OT IIbSIHCTBA U OECCOHHBIX HOUEH, ¢ O€3yMHBIMH IJIa3aMU, OTPOMHBIN M PEBYILIUI X PUTLIBIM T'OJIOCOM,
OH HOCHWJICSI 10 TOPO/Ly M3 OIHOTO BepTemna B APYrou, He cuuTas Opocall AeHbIY, TUTaKasl Moj TIeHe
3ayHBIBHBIX TIECEH, TUIsicasl M OMJT KOTO-HUOY/Ib, HO HUTJIE M HU B Y€M He HAXOIWJI YCIIOKOCHHUSI.

O ero KyTexax B ropoJe CO34aBaJIMICh JIETE€H/Ibl, Er0 CTPOrO OCYKAaIM, HO HUKTO HUKOI/IA He
OTKa3bIBAJICS OT €r0 MPUIJIAILIEHUS Ha OPruU. Tak OH kw1 HeeassMU. Y HeoxKHUIaHHO SABIISIICSA JOMOW
ele Bech MPONMTAHHBIH 3armaxoM KabakoB, HO yKe MoAaBiIeHHbIN 1 TUXuil. CO CMUPEHHO OIyIIeH-
HBIMH TJIa3aMU, B KOTOPBIX T€NIepb TOPEJI CThI, OH MOJTYA CITYIIA YIPEKH KEHbI, CMUPHBIH U TYIIOM,
Kak OBIIa, YXO/IWJI K ceOe B KOMHATy U TaM 3anupajicsi. [1o HeckonbKy 4acoB Kpsily OH BbICTaUBaJ Ha
KOJIEHsIX TIpell 00pa3amMu, OMyCTUB TOJIOBY HA TPy/b; OECIIOMOIIHO BUCEH €r0 PyKH, CIIMHA Cruda-
J1ach, ¥ OH MOJTYaJI, Kak Obl He cMest MOUThCs. K ABepsiM Ha IBIIOYKax MOIXOAMIIA KeHa U CITyIIaa.
Tskenble B3/I0XU Pa3JaBajvCh 3a ABEPhIO — B3JOXH JIOMIAIH, YCTAION U OOTBHOM.

— T'ocnogu! Tl — BuauIb!.. — iyxo mentan WUruar, ¢ cusiol npuxumMasi K IUPOKON TPyau
JIaJJOHMU.

Bo 1HM moOKasiHUS OH MUJT TOJNBKO BOAY M e pxkaHoH xyied. KeHa yTpom craBuia K JBEpH
€ro KOMHaThl OOJIBIIION rpaduH Bofbl, (hyHTa ToTOpa Xj1eda u cob. OH OTBOPSLT ABEPh, Opall 3Ty
Tpare3y U cHOBa 3anupaics. Ero He Gecriokoniy B 3T0 BpeMs, Jaxe u30erayiu rnornagarhCsi Ha rjasa
eMy... Yepe3 HECKOIbKO JJHE! OH CHOBA SIBJISLICS Ha OMpiKe, ITyTWJI, CMESICS, PUHUMAT TTOAPSI/IbI
Ha IMOCTABKY XJie0a, 30pPKUii, KaK OMBITHBINA XUIITHUK, TOHKWA 3HATOK BCETO, YTO KAcaJioch Jea.

Ho Bo Bcex Tpex mosocax xu3Hu Mraara He MOKUJAJIO OTHO CTPACTHOE KeJIaHWE — KeJIaHHue
MMETb CbIHA, U YEM CTapee OH CTAHOBUWJICS, TEM CUJIbHEE kesasl. YacTo Mex/ly HUM U KEHOH IpOouC-
xoauiu Takue Gecenpl. [loyTpy, 3a 4yaem, WM B TOJIZIEHb, 32 00€I0M, OH, XMYPO B3IJISIHYB Ha XeHY,
TOJICTYIO, PACKOPMJIEHHYIO JKEHIIMHY, C PyMSIHBIM JIMLIOM U COHHBIMM IJ1a3aMU, CIIpaLlIMBal €e:

— Yt0, HMUETO HEe YyBCTBYEIIIb?

Ona 3Haja, 0 YeM OH CIpaIlKBajl, HO HEU3MEHHO OTBeYaJla:

— Kak mue He uyBcTBOBaTh? Kynaku-to y Teds — BOHa Kakue, Kak TUpH. ..
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— 41 mpo upeBo crpammBaiw, aypa. ..

— Ot Takoro 6010 pa3Be MOKHO MTOHECTH ?

— He ot 6010 THI HE pofUIIIb, 2 OTTOTO, UTO JKpellh MHOTo. Habberns cebe Oproxo BCAKOU MUIIen
— peOeHKY U HerJie 3apOAUThCS.

— Bynro s He ponuna tede?..

— JeBok-Tto! — ykopusneHHo roBopwi Urnat. — Mue chiHa Hajo! Tlonumaeins Tei? ChiHa,
Hacnennuka! Komy s mocie cmeptu kanuran cagam? Kro rpex mMoit 3amonut? B MOHACTBIPb, UTO Jib,
Bce otmark? JlameHo um, — Oynet yxk! Tebe octaButh? MonenbIyiia Thl, — Thl, 1 BO XpaMe CTOs,
0 KyJieOsIKax qyMaelib. A TIOMpY 51 — OMATh 3aMYK BBIHJICIIb, MOMAAYyT TOT/Ia MOU JICHBI'U KaKOMY-
HUOYIb AypaKy, — ajiv s AJis1 3TOro padoTain? DX ThI. ..

U ero oxBarpiBasia 37100Has TOCKA, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO JKU3Hb €ro OeclielibHa, eClI He OyaeT
y HEro ChIHa, KOTOPBII MTPOIOJIKAI OBI ee.

3a [eBsTh JIET CYNpyKeCcTBa JKeHa pOIuJia eMy YeThIpex jJouepel, Ho Bce onu ymepnu. C Tpe-
MIETOM OXHJask poxkJieHus1, IrHaT MaJio ropeBalt 00 X CMEpTH — OHM ObLITM He HYXKHBI eMy. JKeHy oH
OWJT y’Ke Ha BTOPOH rofi CBabObI, OMJT CHAaYasIa Moj MbsHYI0 PyKY B 0e3 3710051, a MPOCTO MO TOCIIO-
BUIIE: «JTIIOOU KEHY — KaK JyIIy, TPSICH ee — KaK TPyIy»; HO MOCje KaXIbIX POJIOB Y HEro, 0OMaHy-
TOTO B OXUJIAHUSIX, pa3ropajiach HEHABHUCTh K JKeHE, M OH YXe OWJI ee C HaclaXJIeHUeM, 3a TO, UTO
OHA HE POIUT €My ChIHA.

OpHaxpl, HaxXomsACh 1o jaenam B CaMapckoi TyOepHHMH, OH TMOJMYYHMJI M3 JAOMa OT POIJHBIX
JeTIeTiTy, U3BEIaBIIYIO er0 O CMepPTH keHbl. OH NIepeK peCcTHIICS, TIOIyMaJl ¥ Hanvcan Kymy MasikuHy:

«XopoHute 6e3 MeHs1, HaOJoIal 32 UMYIIIECTBOM. . . »

[ToToM OH moIIIeN B IIEPKOBb CYKUTh MAHUXKIY U, TOMOJMBIINCH O YIIOKOGHUH Ty HOBO-
MPeCTaBJICHHON AKWJIMHBI, PEIINT MMOCKOpee KEHUTHCS.

B 10 Bpems emy ObLUIO COPOK TpH IoOjia; BHICOKHIA, INMPOKOIJICYHIA, OH TOBOPHII TYCTHIM 0acoM,
KaK IIPOTOIbSIKOH; OOJIBINIUE TJIa3a €r0 CMOTPEJIN U3-TI0/I TEMHBIX OPOBEU CMEJIO Ml YMHO; B 3aropesioMm
JuIe, oOpocCIeM T'yCTOW YepHON OOpOIoii, M BO BCEl ero MOILTHOM (purype ObLJIO MHOTO PYCCKOM,
3JI0POBOU M TPyOOI KPacOThI; OT €ro TUIABHBIX JBUKEHUI U HETOPOIUIMBOM TIOXOIKH BEsJIO CO3HA-
HUeM cvibl. JKEeHIIMHAM OH HPaBWJICS W He W30eray ux.

He npomuto monyroga co JAHS CMEpTH KeHbI, KaK OH yXke TOCBAaTaJICsA K JI0Uepy 3HAKOMOTO
eMy TIO JieJlaM ypaJIbCKOro Ka3zaka-crapooopsiaia. OTell HeBeCTbl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTo WrHart Obut
1 Ha Ypajie U3BECTeH KakK «IIaJIblii» 4esIoBeK, BblJad 3a Hero j1oub. Ee 3Basmm Hatanbs. Breicokas,
CTpOWHAs, C OrPOMHBIMU TOTYOBIMU TJIa3aMH M YTMHHOW TEMHO-PYCOW KOCOM, OHa ObLTa JOCTOMHOM
napoii kpacapily MIrHaty; a OH TOpIWIICS CBOE KEHOW U JIIOOUJ ee JII0OOBBIO 37I0POBOIO camMIia, HO
BCKOpE HavaJl 3a[yMUMBO U 30PKO MPUCMATPUBATLCS K HEM.

VipIOka penko SABJSAIACh Ha OBAJILHOM, CTPOTO MPABWJIBHOM JIMIIE €rO KeHbI, — BCerja OHa
AymMalia O 4eM-TO, U B TOTYyOBIX ee IJ1a3ax, XOJIOJHO CIOKOWHBIX, TIOPON CBEPKAJIO YTO-TO TEMHOE,
HemoauMoe. B cBOOOIHOE OT 3aHATHI TI0 XO3SMCTBY BpeMs OHA CaJnjIach y OKHA CaMOU OOJIBIION
KOMHATHI B JOME U HETIOABVIKHO, MOJTYa CHJea TYT MO JBa, Mo Tpu 4vaca. JIuimo ee oOparieHoO Ha
YJIMILY, HO B3JISI]T ObLT TaK Oe3ydYacTeH KO BCEMY, UTO JKUJIO U JIBUTAJIOCh 32 OKHOM, U B TO e BpeMs
OBLT TaK COCPEIOTOUYEHHO IIIyOOK, Kak OyITO OHa cMoTpesia BHYTph cebs. M moxonmka y Hee Obuia
crpanHast — Hatasbs IBUTAIaCh IO MMPOCTOPHBIM KOMHATAM JIOMa MeJIJICHHO M OCTOPOXKHO, Kak Oy/ITO
YTO-TO HEBUIUMOE CTECHSJIO CBOOOY ee NBIKeHUi. [JoM ObLT 0OCTaBIIeH C TSKEIOH, IpyO0o XBacT-
JIMBOY POCKOIIIBIO, BCE B HEM OJIecTesIo M KpUJajio 0 OOrarcTBe XO3sIMHA, HO Ka3auka XOqujia MUMO
Joporux mMeOesiel U TOpoK, HAMOTHEHHBIX cepeOpoM, OOKOM, YIJIMBO, TOUHO 0OsTIACh, UYTO STHU BElIU
CXBaTAT ee u 3a/1aBAT. LIlyMHas1 k13Hb OOJBIIOr0 TOPrOBOr0O ropojia He MHTEPECOBaa Ty KEHIINHY,
Y KOTJ]a OHA BbIe3Kalla ¢ MyXKeM KaTaThCsl — I71a3a ee CMOTPEJU B CIIMHY Kydepa. Ecim myx 3Ban ee
B FOCTH — OHa 11, HO ¥ TaM BeJia ceOs Tak ke THXO, Kak IoOMa; €M K Held TTPUXOVIIU TOCTH, OHa
yCEepIIHO MOUJIa U KOPMUJIA UX, He OOHAPYKMBasi MHTepeca K TOMY, O YeM TOBOPUJIM OHH, U HUKOTO
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13 HUX He npeanountast. Jlvme MaskuH, yMHUIIA 1 Oaiaryp, HOpO BBI3BIBAJ HA JIUIIE €€ YJIbIOKY,
HESICHYIO, KaK TEHb.

OH rosopu 1po Hee:

— lepeBo — He 6aba! OgHAKO — KU3Hb — KaK KOCTep HEYraCUMBIi, BCIIBIXHET M 9Ta MOJIOKAHKA,
naii cpok! Torma yBUauM, KAKUMH OHA 1IBETAMU PaCIBETET. . .

— DI, Kyayrypka! — mymimBo roopui Uraar xene. — Yro 3agymanacs? Vi o cBoey cranuiie
ckyvaeuib? 7KuBu Beceneit!

Ona Mo14yajia, CIIOKOMHO MOIISIALIBAsA Ha HETO.

— BosbHO yk THI YacTo MO HepKBaM XOAuIb. .. [lorogua Obl! ycrieemb eie rpexu-To 3aMo-
JINTh, — CTIEpBa Harpelv. 3Haelllb: He COIPEIUIIb — He ITOKAeTTbCsl, He TIOKACIIbCS — He CIIACeIlIbCsl. . .
ThI BOT rperiu, moka mosona. [loegem katatbest?

— He xouercs. ..

OH nofica)kuBascs K Heil, OOHUMAJI ee, XOJIOHYI0, CKYIIO OTBEYABIIYIO Ha €ro JIACKH, U, 3arJIs-
IbIBast B €€ I71a3a, TOBOPUJT:

— Haranpbs! Yero Thl Takast HepagocTHasi? CKy4HO, 4TO JIM, CO MHOH, a?

— Her, — kpaTko oTBevasa oHa.

— Tak 4T0 ke — K CBOMM, YTO JIH, XOueTcs?

— la, — HeT... TaK 37To0...

— O yem THI gyMaerib?

— 4 He nymaso. ..

— A 4ro xe?

- Taxk...

OnHax sl OH JOOMJICA OT Hee 0oJiee MHOTOCIIOKHOIO OTBETA:

— B cepaue y Menst — cmyTHOe uto-T10. 1 B rmaszax... U Bce kaxercs MHe, 4TO 3TO — HE HACTO-
sIIee. ...

Ona noBesia BOKPYT ceOst pyKoH, Ha CTeHbI, MeOeJb, Ha Bce. IrHat He mojtymalt HaJ| ee ClioBaMu
U, CMESICh, CKa3aJl ei:

— 970 TH HanpacHo! TyT Bce camoe HacTosiiiee. .. Belllb Bce joporas, npoyHas!.. Ho — 3axo-
Yelb — BCe COXTY, pacipoaaM, pa3aapio 1 — HoBoe 3aBeny! Hy, xemaemis?

— Ha 4to? — criokoifHO cKka3aja OHa.

Ero ynuBisiio, Kak 3TO OHa, Takas MOJIOZasi, 37I0POBast, ’KMBET — TOYHO CITUT, HUIETro He XOYeT,
HUKYZa, KpOME LIEPKBEH, He XOIUT, Jofaei quuutces. Y oH yreman ee:

— Bot noroau — pouIib Thl MHE CBIHA, — COBCEM JPyTasl KU3Hb y TeOs MOUIEeT. DTO Thl OTTOTO
MeYaTUIIBCS, ITO 3200THl Y TeOsl MaJio, OH Tebe AacT 3a00Ty... Ponuis Benp chiHa, a?

— Kak 6or nmacr, — oTBevasia OHa, OIycKas ToJIoBY.

[TotoMm ee HacTpoeHUe CTajlo pa3apaxaTh ero.

— Hy, Momnokanka, 4to Hoc noBecuiia? XOAauT — POBHO IO CTEKJTy CMOTPUT — OYATO AYIILY YblO-
To 3aryoma! Baba Tl Takas siapeHasi, a BKyca y TeOst HeT HU K yeMy, — nypexa!

Pa3, mpuas noMoli BHIMMBINKM, OH HAa4asl MIPUCTAaBaTh K Hel C JIACKAMH, a OHA YKJIOHSIACh OT
Hux. Torma oH paccepawics M KpUKHYJT:

— Haranps! He nypu, cmotpu.

Omna o6epHyJ1ach JUIIOM K HEMY U CIIOKOWHO CITPOCHJIA!

— A 1o uTto Oyner?

WrHar ocBuperien ot 3Tux OB U ee 0e300513HEHHOTO B3I/,

— YT0? — pABKHYJ OH, HACTyIasl HA Hee.

— [pu6uTh, YTO JTU, XOUEIIh? — HE IBUTASICh C MECTa M He MOPTHYB I71a30M, CITpalliiBajia OHa.

WrHar npuBbIK, 9T0O TIpe]] THEBOM €ro TpereTaiu, eMy ObLIO AUKO U OOMIHO BUAETH €€ CIo-
KOICTBUE.
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— A — BOT!.. — KpHKHYJ OH, 3aMaxuBasich Ha Hee. He ObICTpO, HO BOBpeMsi OHA YKJIOHUJIACh OT
ero yzapa, oTOM CXBaTWJIa PyKy ero, OTTOJIKHYJIA ee TIPoYb OT ce0sl 1, He TOBHIIIasi rojoca, cKa3aa:

— Exenu TpoHeb, — Oosbiiie Ko MHe He noaxoau! He pomyiy 1o ceOs!

Bosnbinme 11a3a ee Cy3uimch, U UX OCTPBIH, pexymwid Oeck orpe3su Uruata. OH TOHSLT TIO
JIMITY €€, YTO OHA TOXE — 3BEPh CUJIbHBIN U, €CJIM 3aX0UeT, — He JJOMYCTUT ero A0 ceOsl, XOTb 0 CMEPTH
3abeii ee.

— V-y, Kyayrypka! — ppIKHYJI OH U yIIeJI.

Ho, otcTynuB npes Helo OAHAX/bI, B IPYTOi pa3 OH He c/iesiall Obl 9TOT0: HEe MOT OH TIOTEPIIETh,
YTOOBI JKEHIIMHA ¥ )KeHA €ro He MPEKJIOHMIIACH MPe HUM, — 3TO YHU3MIIO Obl ero. OH MoYyBCTBOBA,
YTO )KEHA HU B YeM M HUKOT/IA HE YCTYIUT eMy M YTO MEK/1y HUM U €l0 JIOJKHA 3aBSI3aThCs YIIOpHasI
6oproa.

«Jlagno! INornsaum, KTO KOro», — TyMaJl OH Ha CIeyIONIUI eHb, C YTPIOMBIM JIIOOOBITCTBOM
HaOmoas 3a Helo, U B JIyIlie ero yKe pasropajioch OypHOe kejlaHhe HauaTh 60phOy, 4T0O0 CKOpee
HACJIAIUThCS TIOOEION.

Ho nus yepes yersipe Haranbss ®omMuHMYHA 0OBSABIIA MYKY, 4TO OHA OepeMeHHa. MrHat
B3JPOTHYJ OT PAJIOCTH, KPETIKO OOHSIT €€ U TIIyXO 3arOBOPHLT:

—Harama. .. exenu — CbIH, €XeJi ChIHa pouIIb — 03071049y ! YTto Tam! IpsiMo roBopio — ciyroio
tebe Oymy! Bot — kak niepea 6orom! Iox Horu Tede JiATy, TOIMYM MEHsI, Kak 3ax0vellib!

— B aToM He Hama Bosisi, a 00XKbs!.. — THXO U BpasyMHUTENIBHO CKa3aja OHa.

— la, — 60%bs1! — C rOpeubio BOCKJIMKHYN MIrHaT ¥ rpyCTHO TIOHUK TOJIOBOM.

C 3TOi MUHYTBI OH Ha4YaJl XOIUTh 32 KEHOM, KaK 32 MaJIBIM PeOCHKOM.

— Iomro cena k okHy? CMOTpu — HajyeT B OOK, 3aXBOpaelb elnle!.. — TOBOPUII OH el CYpOBO
Y JJACKOBO. — YTO THI CKaYelllb MO JIECTHUIIE-TO? BCTpsXHeIbcsl Kak-HUOYAb. .. A ThI elllb OOJbIIe,
Ha JIBOMX €lllb, YTOOBI €My XBaTaJIo. ..

Haranbio sxe 6GepeMeHHOCTD c/iefana eine 0ojee COCpeJOTOYeHHON U MOTIATUBOI; OHA TITyOke
yluia B ce0sl, IONIONIeHHAs: OMeHeM HOBOW JKW3HU Mol ceparieM cBonM. Ho yieiOka ee 1y0 craia
sICHee, ¥ B I71a3aX MOPOU BCIIBIXMBAJIO YTO-TO HOBOE, C/1aboe U poOKOe, Kak TIePBBIT TPOOIeCK yTpeH-
Hel 3apu.

Koraa HacTynuino Bpemsi poioB, — 9TO OBUIO PaHO YTPOM OCEHHETO JIHSI, — IIPU NIEPBOM KpPHKe
6o, BeIpBaBITIeMCs y xkeHbl, ITHAT moOie/IHe N, XOTeJT YTO-TO CKa3aTh e, HO TOJILKO MaXHYJI PYKOU U
yIIes U3 CaIbHH, I7ie KeHa KOPUMIIach B Cy/I0pOrax, yIiea BHA3 B MAJICHbKYIO KOMHATKY, MOJICHHYIO
ero MokoiHou Matepu. OH BeJsies NMprHeCTU cede BOKH, CeJl 3a CTOJ U CTaJl YTPIOMO MTUTh, TTPUCITY-
IIMBAsICh K CyeTe B IoMe. B yIity KOMHATBI, OCBEIIEHHBIE OTHEM JIaMIIafIbl, CMYTHO PUCOBATUCH JIMKH
MKOH, Oe3yJacTHble U TeMHble. TaM, HaBepXy, HaJl ero rojIoBOM, TONAIH U IapKaid HOraMu, 4TO-TO
TSDKEJI0e TIepeABUT AN T10 MOy, FPeMerIa Mocya, 1Mo JIECTHULIE BBEPX M BHU3 CYETJIMBO Oeraiu. .. Bee
AeNnanock ObICTPO, TOPOIUIMBO, HO BpeMsI IO Me/IIeHHO. .. [lo ciyxa MirHara TOHOCHIIMCH TOJaBJIeH-
HBIE ToJI0ca:

— He pa3ponutcst oHa Tak-To. .. B IEpKOBb OBl ITOC/ATh, YTOO IIAPCKHE BpaTa OTBOPUIIH. . .

B komHarty, coceqHion ¢ Tou, rae cuzaen Mraar, Boluia nprkuBaika Baccyiika u rpoMKuM
IIENIOTOM CTaJIa MOJIUTBCSI:

— T'ocrionm Goxe Haril. .. OJIarOBOJIMBBIN CHUTH C HEOEC U POJUTHUCS OT CBATBIS OOTOPOIHIIBL. . .
Be/IbIil HEMOIITHOE YeJIOBEUECKOTO €CTeCTBA. .. IPOCTH pade TBOEH. . .

W Bapyr, 3arnymas Bce 3ByKH, pa3jaBajics HEUEIOBEUECKUI BOM, COTPACABUIMIA ALy, WIN
MPOJOJIKUTEIBHBINA CTOH TUXO TUIBUT IO KOMHATaM JIOMa M YMHpPAJI B YIJIaX, YK€ MOJHBIX BEUYEpHEro
cympaka. .. Irnat 6pocait yrpioMble B3IJIsIIbl HA UKOHBI, TSUKEIO B3AbIXAJ U lyMaJl:

«HeyxTo onsATh 10U OyaeT?»

INopoit oH BcTaBad U MOTYa KPECTUIICS, HU3KO KJIAHSSCh MKOHAM, TIOTOM OISATh CaJIUIICS 3a
CTOJ, TTMJT BOZIKY, HE OTbSIHSIBILIYIO €T0O B 9TU YaChl, [peMaJl, U — TaK IMPOBEJ BECh Beuep, M BCIO HOUb,
Y YTPO JIO TIOJYITHS. . .



M. Topekuii. «®oma ['opneeB»

W BOT HaKoHeIl CBepXy TOPOIUIMBO cOeskajia MOBUTYXa, TOHKUM U PaIOCTHBIM TOJIOCOM KpHya
eMy:

— C coiHOM TeOs, Mrnar Marseesnuy!

— Bpeuis?

— Hy, 4T0 370 THI, OaTiomKal..

B3noxHyB BO BCIO cuily Tpyau, IrHaT pyxHy/I Ha KOJIEHH U JPOXKAIIUM TOJI0COM 3a00pMOTall,
KPETKO MpKUMAasi PyKH K TPyIH:

— Crnaga tebe, rocionu! He BocxoTten Thl, CTaio ObITh, 4TOOB Nipekpatuiicst poxa moi! He ocra-
HyTCs1 6€3 ONpaBJaHus Tpexu MOM Tpes To6oi0. .. Criacn6o tebe, rocrionu! — U Totyac xe, mogHsB-
IIKCh HAa HOTU, OH HaJaJl 3bIMHO KoMaHioBaTh: — ! [Toezxkait kro-HnOyap k Hukone 3a momom!
Urnaruii, mon, Mareenu npocut! Tloxanyiite, MOJI, MOJIMTBY POKEHULIE AATh. . .

SIBuiack TOpHUYHAS M TPEBOKHO CKa3ajia emy:

— WUrnatuit MatBenu! Haranbss @omMuHMIIIHA BaC 30BET. .. IUIOXO UM. ..

— Yero moxo? [poriger! — ppiuan oH, paocTHO cBepkas miazamu. — CKaxu — ceityac uuy!
Ckaxu — mononent oHa! Ceitvac, MoJ1, mogapok Ha 3yOok noctanet u npuaet! Croii! 3akycky mory
MIPUTOTOBBTE, 32 KyMOM MasIKMHBIM MONUIUTE !

Ero orpomHuas ¢purypa TOYHO elle BhIpOCa, ONbsIHEHHBIN PaJOCThio, OH HEJIENO METasCs I10
KOMHarte, oTupasi pyku 1, 6pocasi Ha 00paza yMUJIEHHBIE B3IJISIIBI, KPECTUJIICS, IIMPOKO pa3MaxuBast
pykoi... HakoHer nomiesn K ;keHe.

Tam mpesxe Bcero OpOCUIIOCh B IJ1a3a €My MaJleHbKOe KpacHOE TeJiblie, KOTOPOe MOBUTYXA
MbLIA B KOpbITE. YBHUIAB ero, VirHat BCTasl Ha HOCKH Carior U, 3aJI0’KHUB PYKH 3a CIIMHY, TIOIIeN K HEMY,
CTymasi OCTOPOKHO M CMEIITHO OTTOMBIPUB ryosl. OHO Bepemmaio 1 6apaxTaiock B BOIE, OOHaKEHHOE,
OeccuiIbHOE, TPOTaTeIbHO JKAJIKOE. . .

— T, TOrO, — OCTOpOXkKHEE TUCKaH... Beap y Hero eme U KOCTei-To HeT... — ckasayu Wruar
MOBUTYXE MPOCHUTENHHO U BIIOJTOJIOCA.

Oma 3acmesiiach, OTKpbIBasi 0e33yOblil pOT U JIOBKO nepedpachiBasi peOeHKa ¢ pyKH Ha PyKy.

— Wnu x xeHe-TO...

OH MOCITYIIHO ABUHYJICS K MOCTEN M Ha XOIy CIIPOCHIL:

— Hy uro, Haranpa?

[oTom, mono¥st, OTAEPHYJI MPOYb MOJIOT, OPOCABIIHNIA TEHb Ha MOCTEb.

— He BbIKUBY 4. .. — pa3gaics TUXUil, XpUIAIIMANA T0JI0C.

Wruar Mommyast, MpUCTaJIbHO TIISIS Ha JIUIIO XKEeHbI, YTOHYBIIIEe B O€JI0 MOAYIIKE, TI0 KOTOPOH,
KaK MepTBbIE 3MeH, PACKUHYJIMCh TEeMHbIE TIPsau Bosoc. JKenroe, Oe3KM3HEHHOE, C YEPHBIMU TISIT-
HaMU BOKPYT OTPOMHBIX, IIIUPOKO PACKPHITHIX I71a3 — OHO ObLIO 4ykoe eMy. W B3MIsi 3TUX cTpaii-
HBIX I71a3, HETIOJBMKHO YCTPEMJICHHBIHN KyIa-TO BJIaJIb, CKBO3b CTEHY, — TOJKe ObUT He3HaKOM MrHary.
Ceparie ero, CTUCHYTO€ TsKEJIbIM IIPEIYyBCTBUEM, 3aMEJIHIIO PaIOCTHOE OUEeHue.

— Huuero... D10 yx Bceraa... — TUXO FOBOPHJI OH, HAKJIOHSSICh TIOLIEJIOBATD KEHY.
Ho nipsAmMo B U110 €ro oHa MOBTOpUIIA:
— He BbIKkHBY. ..

['yOb1 y Hee ObUTH cepble, XOJIOTHbIE, ¥ KOTIa OH MPUKOCHYJICS] K HUM CBOMMH I'yOaMu, TO TTOHSL,
YTO CMEPTh — YKE B HEN.

— O, rocriofu! — ¥cyraHHbIM ILETIOTOM IPOU3HEC OH, YYBCTBYS, YTO CTPAX JABUT €My ropiio
1 He Jaet apimarh. — Harama! Kak xe? Beab emy — rpyap Hajio? YTo ThI 310!

OH 4uyTh He 3aKpryall Ha skeHy. OKOJIO Hero CyeTHIach MOBUTYXA; O0JITasi B BO3LyXE IJIAYyIIIM
peOEHKOM, OHA YTO-TO YOEAUTETbHO FOBOpPUJIa €My, HO OH HAYEro He CIbIIIA] U He MOT OTOPBATh
CBOMX IJIa3 OT CTPAIIIHOTO JIMIA XeHbl. ['yObl ee eBenInCh, OH CIIBIIAN TUXUE CI0BA, HO HE TIOHH-
Maut ux. Cuzist Ha Kpalo TIOCTeN, OH TOBOPHJI IITyXHM M POOKUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Tol mogymaii — Beib OH 63 TeOs He MOXKeT, — Belib MulajieHelr! Thl Kperuch TyIIOR-TO: MBICITh-
TO 3Ty roHu! ['oHu ee...
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I'oBOpWI M MOHMMAT — HEHYKHOE TOBOPUT OH. CJie3bl BCKUIIAIN B HEM, B IPY/IU POAUJIOCH YTO-
TO TSKEJIOE, TOUHO KaMEHb, XOIOJHOE, KaK JIbIUHA.

— IIpoctu — mens — npomaii! Beperu, cmotpu. .. He meit. .. — 6e33ByuHo menTana Hatambsi.

CBSILIEHHUK [TPULIET U, 3aKPbIB YEM-TO JIULIO €€, CTaJl, B3/IbIXasi, YNTATh HaJ HEI0 YMOJISIOIINE
CJIOBA:

— «Bna/ipIko rocroy BCeaepiKUTeI0, UCIENSIi BCAKHIA HEYT . . . ¥ CHIO, IHECh POAMBIIYIO, paldy
TBOI0 Hatanplo vcuenu... 1 BOCCTaBU 10 OT OIpa, HA HEM K€ JIEKMT... 3aHe, 110 Npopoka Jlasuaa
CJIOBECH: B 0€33aKOHHSIX 3a4aXOMCSl U CKBEPHABU BCU €CMBI ITpef TOOOI0. ..»

l'onoc crapuka nmpepsIBajIcsl, Xy0e JIMLO ObUIO CTPOTo, OT OAEXK €ro NaxJo JaJaHoM.

— «...M3 Hesl pOXKAEHHOr0 MJIAJIeHIa COOMOAN OT BCAKOTO afa... OT BCSAKUS JIIOTOCTH... OT
BCSIKMSI OypH. .. OT BCSAKHUS AYXOB JIYKaBbIX, THEBHBIX K€ M HOIIHBIX. . .»

Wrnat 6e3MosBHO m1akas. Ciiessl ero, O0oJIbIINe U TeIIble, MaJaau Ha OOHaKEHHYIO PYKY KEeHBI.
Ho pyka ee, T0JI)KHO OBbITh, HE UyBCTBOBAJIA, KK YAAPSIOTCS O Hee CJIe3bl: OHA OCTaBAJIaCh HETOJBHXK-
HOM, ¥ KOXKa Ha Hell He B3JparuBasia ot yaapoB cies. [Ipunss monutBy, Hatanbs Bnana B 6ecniamst-
CTBO M Ha BTOpbIE CyTKM yMepJia, HU CJIOBa HE CKa3aB HUKOMY OoJbllle, — yMepia Tak ke MOoJIya,
KaK JWia. YCTpOUB keHe NbIIIHbIE TOXOPOHBI, IrHaT OKpecTu chiHa, Ha3Bai ero domoil u, ckpens
CepILe, OTIAJI €r0 B CEMBIO KPECTHOIO OTLa, MasKuHa, y KOTOPOro KeHa HE3a[0JII0 IIPE STUM TOXKE
ponuia. B rycroii, TemHoii 6opone Mraata cMepTh keHbl OCestjla MHOTO CeJUH, HO B OJIecKe ero I1a3
ABWJIOCh HEYTO HOBOE — MATKOE U JIACKOBOE.
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II

MasikuH X1 B OTPOMHOM JBYX3TaKHOM JJOME C OOJIBIIMM MAJTUCATHUKOM, B KOTOPOM ITBIIITHO
pa3pociIrch MOTy4ue, CTapble JIMIbL. ['ycThie BETBU Y4acThIM, TEMHBIM KPYKEBOM 3aKpbIBAJIM OKHA, U
COJIHLIE CKBO3b 3Ty 3aBECY C TPYJOM, pa3IpoOIeHHbIMH JIy4aMH [TPOHUKAJIO B MaJleHbKME KOMHATBI,
TECHO 3aCTaBJICHHbIE PA3HOOOPA3HOI MeOebio U OONBIIMMY CYHIYKaMH, OTYEro B KOMHATax BCeraa
apui crporuii momympak. Cembsi Obuta OJ1arodecTuBa — 3arax BOCKa, JiaJaHa U JIAMIIaJHOTO Macia
HAIIOJIHSJT JOM, MOKasiHHBIE B3JJOXHU, MOJIMTBEHHbIE CJIOBA HOCHJIMCh B BO3/1yxe. OOpsAAHOCTH UCTOI-
HAJIMCh HEYKJIOHHO, C HaclaXJeHUeM, B HUX BJlarajach BCs cBOOOAHAs cuiia obutateneil joma. B
CYMpauHOH, AYLIHON U Tskesol arMocdepe Mo KOMHATaM MOYTH OECIIyMHO JIBUTAIUCh JKEHCKHE
(urypsl, oneTeie B TEMHBIE IUIaThs, BCETA C BUAOM AYIIEBHOIO COKPYIIEHUS Ha JIMLIAX U BCErja B
MSATKUX Ty(IIsAX Ha HOrax.

Cembs fIkoBa MasikiHa cocTosiyla U3 HETO CaMOr'0, €r0 KEHBI, JOYEPHU U MATA POICTBEHHHLI,
NpUYeM caMoy MJIaiell U3 HUX ObUIO TPUILATH YeThipe rosia. Bece oHm ObLM oaMHAKOBO Oarodve-
CTUBBI, OE3JIMUHbI U IOJUYMHEHB! AHTOHUHE VIBaHOBHE, X03s1HiKe JOMa, KEeHIIMHE BBICOKOM, Xy/IOH, C
TEMHBIM JIMLIOM U CTPOTMMH CEPhIMU [JIa3aMU, — OHU OJIECTeJH BJIACTHO U yMHO. bbL erie y MasikuHa
cblH Tapac, HO UM ero He YIIOMHHAJIOCh B CEMbE; B TOpOJie ObLJIO M3BECTHO, YTO C TOM MOPHI, KaK
AeBATHaaUaTuaeTHUN Tapac yexan B MOCKBY YUMTBCS M YEPE3 TPU TOAA JKEHWJICS TaM IPOTUB BOJIU
otna, — SIkoB oTpekcst ot Hero. A notom Tapac — nponan 6e3 Bectd. [ OBOprIM, YTO OH 32 YTO-TO
cociad B Croups.

SlkoB MasikiH — HU3EHbKUH, XYJIOH, IOPKHIA, C OTHEHHO-PbIKEH KJIMHOOOPa3HOW OOPOIKON —
TaK CMOTPEJ 3€JIEHOBAaTBIMM IVIA3aMH, TOYHO TOBOPUJI BCEM U KaxkaoMmy: «Hwuuero, cynape mMoi, He
Oecrokoiitech! §I Bac MOHMMAIO, HO €XeJIM Bbl MEHSI HE TPOHETE — HE BbIIAM. ..»

I'onoa y Hero Obula OXOXa Ha SO U YPOAJIMBO BesMKa. Bbicokuii 100, M3pe3aHHbI MOp-
LIMHAMM, CJIMBAJICA C JILICMHOM, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO y 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA [1BA JIMLA — OOHO ITPOHULIATEIBHOE
Y YMHOE, C IJIMHHBIM XPAILEBATHIM HOCOM, BCEM BUAMMOE, a HaJl HUIM — Jipyroe, 0e3 I71a3, C OAHUMHU
TOJIBKO MOPIIMHAMM, HO 32 HUIMU MasiKuH Kak Obl TIPATAI U I71a3a U TyObl, — IPSTAI 10 BpEMEHH, a
KOIJ1a OHO HACTYIUT, MasikiH IOCMOTPUT Ha MUP MHBIMU IJIa3aMH, YJBIOHETCS] MHOW YJIBIOKOM.

OH ObU1 BIaI€/IbIIEM KaHATHOTO 3aBO/A, UMEJ B TOPOJIe Y IPUCTaHel JaBouKy. B 3Toii 1aBouke,
710 TIOTOJIKA 3aBaJIEHHOW KaHATOM, BEPEBKOM, MEHbKOI 1 MaKJIeH, Y Hero Oblla MaJeHbKasi KaMOpKa
CO CTEKJISIHHOM CKpHITy4ell ABepblo. B KaMopKe CTOsu1 OOJIBIION, CTapblid, yPOIUTUBHIA CTOIN, Mepe
HUM — ITyOOKOe Kpecio, U B HeM MasikuH cujen LelbIMU JAHAMU, onuBas 4Yail, ynutas «MocKoB-
ckue BegoMocTh». Cpeu KyleuecTBa OH IMOJIb30BaJICs YBaKEHUEM, CI1aBOM «MO3TOBOIO» Y€JI0BEKA
Y OUYEHb JIOOWJT CTaBUTh Ha BUJ JPEBHOCTH CBOEH MOPOJIBI, TOBOPS CUILIIBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Ms1, Masikussl, ee npu Matyiike EkateprHe KyniiaMu ObUId, — cTajio ObITb, sl — YEJIOBEK
YUCTOU KPOBH. . .

B ato0ii cembe cbin Wrnara ['opieeBa nposkui mects Jjiet. Ha ceqpmom romy ®oma, Gosbiero-
JIOBBI, IIMPOKOTPYIBIA MaJIbYMK, Ka3ajiCs CTApIIE CBOMX JIET U IO POCTY U MO CEPLE3HOMY B3IJIALY
MUH/IQJIEBUAHBIX, TEMHBIX 1a3. Mom4aavBblid 1 HACTOMYMBBIA B CBOMX JETCKUX JKEJIAHUAX, OH IO
EJTBIM JTHSIM BO3HWJICS C MTPYIIKaMHU BMecTe ¢ Jouepblo MasikiHa — JIio60¥, oy 6e3MOIBHBIM HajI-
30pOM OJHOI U3 POACTBEHHMII, PsIOO U TOJCTOHN CTapoyl IeBbl, KOTOPYIO MoYeMy-To 3Banu byss, —
CYILIECTBO YEM-TO UCITYTaHHOE, 1aXKe C JETbMHU OHA FOBOPHJIA BIIOJITOJIOCA, OOHOCJIOKHBIMU CIIOBAMU.
3Has MHOXECTBO MOJIUTB, OHA HE pacckasbiBasla PoMe HM OJHOM CKa3KH.

C neBoukoit ®oma K1 APYXKHO, HO, KOIJIa OHAa YeM-HHOY/Ib CepAnIa WIH JIpa3HIa ero, OH
OnesiHes1, HO3JIpY €ro pa3ayBajluCh, OH CMEIIHO Tapalui IJia3a U azapTHo Oui ee. OHa Iulakaia,
Oexaia K MaTepy M JkKajoBanach ei, HO AHTOHMHA Jiloowia oMy 1 Ha KaJIo0bl Jouepr Majio oopa-
I1a1a BHUMAaHHUs, 4To eriie Oonee CKperuisuio apyxkOy aereid. [lensr ®oMbl ObLT UTMHEH, OJHOOOPA3eH.
BcraB ¢ mocTenu v yMBIBIIMCH, OH CTAHOBHJICA Tiepe]] 00pa3oM U, MOl HalllenThiBaHue by3u, unrain
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JJTMHHBIE MOJUTBBIL. [10TOM — MuiM 4ail 1 MHOTO el CHOOHBIX OYJIOK, Jierienek, mupokkos. [ocrne
yasi — JIETOM — J€TU OTIPABJISUIUCH B TYCTOM, OTPOMHBIN €ajl, CITyCKABLIMICS B OBpar, Ha JHE KOTO-
poro Bcerzaa Obi10 TeMHO. OTTya BesIO CHIPOCTBIO M YeM-TO KYTKUM. JleTell He ImycKaslu Jaxe Ha
Kpaii oBpara, ¥ 3TO BCEJIIJIO B HUX CTpax K OBpary. 3MMOM, OT 4asi 10 00e/ia, Urpajd B KOMHATaX,
ecii Ha ABope ObUIO OYeHb MOPO3HO, WJIH IIUIM HA JIBOP U TaM KaTaJIMCh C OOJIBIION JIEASTHOM TOPHI.

B nonzens o6enanu — «no-pyccku», kKak ropopust Masikua. CHavasa Ha CTOJ CTaBUIIU OOJTBIITYIO
YalIKy KUPHBIX [IeH C pKaHBIMU CyXapsiMM B HHX, HO 0e3 Msica, OTOM Te K€ IU eI C MSCOM,
Hape3aHHbIM MEJIKMMU KYCKaMU, IOTOM jKapeHOe — NOPOCEHKA, TYCsl, TEJISITUHY WY ChIUYT C Kalleu, —
MOTOM CHOBA TIOJABAJIM YaIlIKy MOXJIEOKH C MOTPOXaMH WJIM JIAIIIH, U 3aKJII0YaJIOCh BCE 3TO YeM-
HUOY/Ib CTaAKUM ¥ cIOOHBIM. [Trin KBachl: OpYCHUYHBIN, MOKKEBEJIOBBIN, XJIEOHBIN, — UX BCEra
y AHTOHWHBI VIBaHOBHBI OBLJIO HECKOJIBKO COPTOB. Eji MoJT4a, JTUITB B3/IbIXasi OT YCTAJIOCTH; JEeTAM
CTaBWJIM OTAEJBHYIO YaIIKy /7151 000MX, BCe B3pPOCbIe €11 U3 OfHOi. PasomuieB oT Takoro odena —
JIOKWJINCH CTIaTh, U Yaca ABa-TPU KPsay B 1oMe MasiKiMHa CIIbIILIAJICS TOJIbKO Xpall U COHHBIE B3/I0XHU.

[TpocHyBIIMCh — MMM Yail ¥ Pa3roBapuBajIyd O TOPOJICKUX HOBOCTSIX, — O MEBUYMX, JbSKOHAX,
cBagp0ax, 0 3230pHOM IOBE/IEHUH TOTO WJIM IPyroro 3HAKOMOTo Kymia. .. [Tocie yas MasikuH roBo-
U JKEeHe:

— Hy-ka, matb, 1aii-ka ciona bubmmio-to. ..

Yamie Bcero fAAkop TapacoBuy untan kaury Mosa. HaneBim Ha CBO¥ OOJIBINON, XUIITHBINA HOC
OYKH B TSIKEJION cepeOpsiHOM oIpaBe, OH OOBOIWII IJIa3aMu CIIyIIartesield — Bce 1 Ha MecTax?

OHnu Bce cuienu TaM, rje OH MPUBBIK X BUIETh, U HA JIMLIAX Y HUX ObLJIO 3HAKOMOE eMy BhIpa-
JKeHUe OJIarouecTusi, Tyrnoe u OOsI37IMBOE.

— «bbUT YestoBeK B 3eMJie YII...» — HaYMHAI MasKUH CUIUIBIM rojocoM, U Poma, CUOEBIINN
psinom ¢ JIi060ii B yIrily KOMHATHI Ha JUBaHE, YK€ 3HaJ, YTO Ceivac ero KpecTHbIN 3aMOJTYUT U TIOTJIa-
Wt ce0s pykoit o sibicuae. OH cUjIeN |, CyIasi, pucoBaj cede yeoBeKa 3eMiin Y1I. YeoBek 3ToT
OBLIT BBICOK U HAr, I1a3a y Hero ObUti orpoMHbie, kKak y HepykorBopHoro Criaca, ¥ Tojioc — Kak 00J1b-
1mast MesiHasi TpyOa, Ha KOTOPOU MI'PAlOT COJIATHI B jlarepsix. YenoBek ¢ KakJI0i MUHYTON BCE pOC;
nopacrasi 10 HeOa, OH MOTrpyXasl CBOM TeMHbIe PyKH B OOaka M, pa3pbiBasi UX, KpU4aj CTPAIIHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

«Ha 4to nan cBeT 4enoBeky, KOTOPOro MyTh 3aKPhIT M KOTOPOTO OOT OKPYKHIT MPAKOM 7»

dome cTaHOBUJIOCH OOSI3HO, M OH B3/IparvBaj; JpeMa OTIeTana OT Hero, OH CIIBIIAN TOJI0C
KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIH, OIKUIIbIBast OOPOIKY, C TOHKOW YCMEIIKOW TOBOPHLT:

— Wb Beap Kak Jep3ur. ..

Manb4uk 3HaJ, YTO KPECTHBII TOBOPUT 3TO O YeJOBEKe M3 3eMJIHM YII, U YJIbIOKa KPECTHOTO
ycroKanBasiia Mayipunka. He m3nomaer HeOa, HEe pa3opBET €ro TOT YEJOBEK CBOMMH CTPAIIHBIMU
pykamu... I ®oma cHOBa BUIUT YeJOBEKA — OH CUJUT HA 3€MJIE, «TEJIO €ro MOKPBITO YEPBIMU U
MBUTBHBIMY CTPYIIBSIMHU, KOXa €ro rHOMTCSI». Ho OH yke MaJeHbKUH M KaJKUH, OH MPOCTO — KaK
HUILIMI Ha EpPKOBHOW MarepTy. ..

Bot oH roopur:

— «YTO Takoe 4enoBeK, 4ToO ObITh €My YHCTBIM U YTOO POKIECHHOMY KEHIIMHOW ObITh Mpa-
BEIHBIM 7»

— 9T0 OH — 60Ty TOBOPUT... — BHYIIUTEJBHO MOSICHsT MasikiH. — Kak, roBopuT, Mory ObITh
MIpaBeIHbIM, €KeH 51 — TUIOTh? DTO — OOry BOIPOC. . .

W drerr moOGe10HOCHO 1 BOITPOCUTENIBHO OTJISIBIBACT CIYIIATEIbHHUII.

— YnocTowsics. .. IpaBeAHMK. .. — B3JbpIXasi, OTBEYAIOT OHU.

SlkoB MasikuH, TOCMENBAsICh, OTJISABIBAET UX M TOBOPUT:

— Hypsi!.. Begute-ka pedAT-TO CraTh. ..

Wrnar ObiBan y MasikKMHBIX KaKObli JIeHb, TPUBO3KJI CHIHY UTPYIIEK, XBaTajl €ro Ha PyKd U
THCKaJI, HO TMIOPOI HEOBOJIBHO M C XyIO CKPBITBIM OECIIOKOWCTBOM T'OBOPHII €MY:

— Yero 1b1 Oyka Kakoi? Yero Tl MaJIo cMeelbes?
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N xanosasiics kymy:

— Botock 51 — Pomka-To B Math Obl He TOIIeN. .. [71a3a y Hero HeBecessle. . .

— Pano 601bHO OeCIOKOMIIIbCS, — yeMeXaycss MaskuH.

OH To)xe MoOWI KpecTHUKA; U, Koraa ogHaxabl UrHat oObsiBuiI eMy, 4To Bo3bMeT Pomy K
cebe, — MasikuH UCKPEHHO OTOPYMJICS.

— OcrtaBp!.. — mpocuit oH. — CMOTpH — MPUBBIK K HAM MaJIbUMIIIKA-TO, TUIAYET BOH. ..

—Iepecraner!.. He ny1s1 Te0s1 51 cbiHa poanit. Y Bac TYT OyX TSKEJIBINA. . . CKYYHO, POBHO B MOHa-
cTeIpe. DTO BpeaHO pedeHKy. A MHe Oe3 Hero — HepanoctHo. [Ipunens nomoi — mycro. He risipen
Obl HM Ha 4YTO. He K Bam ke MHe NepecesuThCsl paJd Hero, — He s ISl Hero, OH 1yt MeHs. Tak-To.
Cecrpa AH(uca npuexasia — MPUCMOTP 32 HUM OyZeT. ..

W manburka npuBe3u B JOM OTLIA.

Tam BcTpeTniIa ero CMelIHas crapyxa C JJMHHBIM KPIOYKOBATBIM HOCOM M OOJIBIIAM PTOM 0e3
3y00B. BbicOKasi, cyTynas, ofeTasi B cepoe IjIaThbe, C CeIbIMH BOJIOCAMH, IPUKPHITHIMHA YEPHOM IIIeI-
KOBOH T'OJIOBKOH, OHa CHauasia He TIOHPaBWJIACh MaJIbUMKY, Jaxe ucmyrana ero. Ho, korma oH pac-
CMOTpeJ Ha €€ CMOPILIEHHOM JIMLIE YEePHBIE IJ1a3a, JIJACKOBO YJIBIOABIIIUECS eMY, — OH Cpa3y JOBEPUUBO
TKHYJICS TOJIOBOM B €€ KOJIEHHU.

— CupotuHka Most 6oe3Hast! — roBopriIa OHa OapXaTHBIM, APOKAIIIM OT ITOJTHOTH 3BYKa roJio-
COM U THXO IJIa/IWJIa €ero PyKOW Mo Jiuity. — Wb NpUsIbHy Kak. .. TUTATKO Moe MuJjioe!

Bb110 9TO-TO 0COOEHHO CIA/IKOE B €€ JIACKE, YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE 1711 POMBI, ¥ OH CMOT-
PeJ1 B IJ1a3a CTapyxe C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM M OKMIaHMEM Ha JIUIIe. DTa cTapyXa BBeJia €ro B HOBBIM, IOTOJE
HEU3BECTHBIN eMy MUp. B miepBhIii ke JIeHb, YIOKUB €ro B KpOBaTh, OHA CeJla PSIIOM C HEelo U, HAKJIO-
HSSCh HaJl peOCHKOM, CIIPOCHJIA €ro:

— Pacckazarp 1 TeGe ckazouky?

C Toii mopsl Poma Bcera 3achinat moj OapxaTHble 3BYKH Iojloca CTapyXH, PUCOBABIIETO MPejt
HUM BOJIIIEOHYIO KM3Hb. KaTHO muTasack Aylia ero KpacoTol HapogHoro TBopuectBa. Hewccs-
KaeMbl ObUIM COKPOBHINA MaMSTH U (PaHTa3uM y STOM CTapyxH; OHA YacTO, CKBO3b JpEMy, Ka3a-
JIach MJIBUUKY TO MOXOKeW Ha 6ady-ary cKka3Ku, — JOOpyI0 U MIIyI0 0al0y-Ary, — TO Ha KpacaBHUILy
Bacunucy I[pemynpyio. [IIupoko packpbiB 11a3a, yaepK1Basi IbIXaHUEe, MAIBYUK CMOTPEJ B HOUHOM
CYMpaK, HaINOJTHSBIIMIA KOMHATY, BUIEJ, KaK TUXO OH TperemieT OT OrOHbKa JaMIasl pej oopa-
30M. .. PoMa HaTOJTHST €0 YyIeCHBIMUA KAPTUHAMH CKa304HOM KU3HH. Be3MOJIBHBIE, HO JKMBbIE TEHH
TIOJI3AJIM TI0 CTEHAM [0 TIONTY; MAIbUMKY OBUIO CTPAIITHO U MPUSITHO CJIEAUTD 32 UX JKU3HBIO, HAJIEIISAThH
ux (hopMaMH, KPaCKaMH |, CO3/1aB U3 HUX KU3Hb, — BMUT pa3pylIUTh €€ OIHUM JIBUKEHUEM PECHHUII.
Uro-TO HOBOE SIBUJIOCH B €ro TEMHBIX I71a3ax, OoJjiee JeTCKOe M HAMBHOE, MEHee Cepbe3HOE; OIMHO-
YeCTBO U TEMHOTA, OPOK/Iasi B HEM XKYTKOE YyBCTBO OKMIAHUSI YEr0-TO, BOTHOBAJIM M BO30YXKJaJIH
ero J0OOIBITCTBO, 3aCTABJISUIM €0 UATH B TEMHBIN YTOJl 1 CMOTPETh, YTO CKPHITO TaM, B IOKPOBaX
ThbMbI? OH I11eJT ¥ He HaXOIUJI HUYEero, HO He TepsiT HaJIeK bl HAWTH. . .

Ota oH Oosiics, HO mooun ero. ['pomaaHeii poct MrHara, ero TpyOHBIH rofoc, OopogaToe
JIMIIO, TOJIOBA B IYCTOM IIIANKe CEIbIX BOJIOC, CUJIbHbIC, JJIMHHBIE PYKH M CBEPKAIOIIHE I71a3a — BCE TO
npuaaBaio VIrHaty cXoAcTBO CO CKa30UHBIMU PAa30OHHUKAMM.

OpnHax b1, KOTJa emMy IIes yke BocbMo# rof1, Poma Crpocrit OTLA, TOIBKO YTO BO3BpPATHUBILIE-
rocst U3 MPOAOKUTENIBHON TIOE3/IKH Ky/1a-TO:

— Tl T1e 6117

— ITo Boare ezguut. ..

— Paz6oitanuan? — tuxo cpocui Poma.

— Yt0-0? — npotsinyn UrHat, u 6poBu y HEro JpOrHyIH.

— Benp THI pazOoiiHuk, TATA? S 3HAIO YX... — XUTPO NpHILypuBas rias3a, ropopuia Poma,
JOBOJIBHBIN TEM, YTO TaK JIETKO BOILEJ B CKPBITYIO OT HErO KU3Hb OTLIA.
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— 4 — kynen! — crporo ckazan UrHar, HO, IoiyMaB, TOOPOIYITHO YJIBIOHYJICS U 00ABWIL: — A
TH — qypamkal.. 9 xjae6oM Topryio, napoxomamu padorawo, — Bugan «Epmaka»? Hy Bot, 310 MOM
napoxof. .. U TBo#. ..

— BonbHO 00IBIION OH... — cO B3J0XOM cKazan Poma.

— Hy, s xyrumo teGe ManeHbKUi, JOKYa Thl CaM MAJICHbKUM, — JIaJHO?

— JlagHo! — cornacuincs ®oma, HO, 32 [yMYMBO TIOMOJTYAB, BHOBb C COKAJICHUEM TPOTSIHYJT: —
A 51 TymaJt, 4To Thl TO-0-Xke pa30ONHUK. . .

— 51 Te6Ge roBopIO — TOproBell 5! — BHYIMIUTEIbHO MOBTOPUI IrHAT, ¥ B €ro B3IJIsi[e Ha pa3oya-
POBAHHOE JIUIIO ChIHA OBLIO YTO-TO HEIOBOJILHOE, TOYTH OOSI3IUBOE. . .

— Kak nenymka ®enop, kanayHuk? — nogymas, cripocust Poma.

— Hy Bor, Kak oH... TonpKO Ooraye s1, ieHer y MeHs oorblie, yem y Pezopa. ..

— MHoro nener?

— Hy... u eme Oosbiiie ObIBaeT. ..

— CkonbKo y Tebs1 60ueK?

— Yero?

— llener-To?

— HMypamka! Pa3Be nenbru 60oukamMu MepsoT?

— A Kax xe? — 0XMBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI PoMa U, 00paTHB K OTILY CBOE JIUIIO, CTaJl TOPOILIMBO
rOBOPUTDH eMy: — BOH B 0MH ropof rnpuexai pa30oiiHuk MakcrMKa Uy OHOTO TaM, 60raToro, 1Be-
HaaaTh OOYEK JAEeHbraMH HaChINall... Ja pa3HOro cepedpa, 1a IepKOBb Orpalduil... a OJHOTO Yeso-
Beka cabielt 3apyOusT U C KOJIOKOJIbHU COPOCHII. .. OH, YeJIOBEK-TO, B Ha0aT OMTh HAvall. . .

— D10 Tebe TeTKa, YTo JIM, pacckazana? — crpocui MrHar, moOysch 0KUBJIEHUEM ChIHA.

— Omna, a yto?

— Huyero! — cmesich, ckazan Urnar. — To-To TH ¥ OTLIA B pa30OMHUKY MTPOU3BEIL. . .

— A Moxer, Thl ObUT 1aBHO Koraa? — onsATh Bo3Bparwicss Poma Kk cBoer TeMe, U 110 JIUILY ero
ObLIIO BUIHO, YTO OH OYEHb XOTeJ Obl YCIBIIATh YTBEPAUTEIbHBINA OTBET.

— He 6bu1 11... 6pocs 370. ..

— He 6b11?

— Hy, roBopio Bezib — He Obl1! DKOM ThI Kakoi. .. Pa3Be xoporo — pa30oiHuKkoM ObITh? OHH. ..
IPELTHUKH BCe, pa30OMHUKHU-TO. B Gora He BepyIoT. .. IepKBHU IpadsT. .. UX MPOKJIMHAIOT BOH, B IIEPK-
Bax-To... H-;ma... A BOT 410, CHIHOK, — yunThcs TeOe Hamo! [lopa, Opar, yx... HaunHaii-ka ¢ 6orom.
3UMy-TO MTPOYYHIIILCS, & TI0 BeCHe 51 TeOsl B MyTHHY Ha Bonry ¢ codoii Bo3bMy ...

— B yunnmme 6yny xonuth? — podko cpocust Poma.

— CnepBa 1oMa C TETKOH MOYYHIIbCA. . .

W ckopo MaJIbuMK C yTpa CaanIICs 3a CTOM M, BOAS MAJIBIIEM IO CJIABSIHCKOM a30yKe, TOBTOPSLT
3a TETKOM:

— A3... OyKH... BefIN. ..

Korga nomm no — 6pa, Bpa, rpa, ipa, MaJIbUMK JOJITO HEe MOT 0€3 CMeXa YUTaTh 3TU CJIOTH. DTa
MyZApOCTb AaBanach Pome s1erko, 1 BOT OH yKe UMTAET NEPBbIN IcasioM nepBoy kKadusmel [lcantups:

— «bna-keH My-X... WXke He WJe Ha... CO-BeT He-4e-CTH-BBIX...»

— Tak, munenbkuii, Tak! Tak, domy1ika, BepHO! — yMUIEHHO BTOPUT €My T€TKa, BOCXUIIICHHASI
ero ycrexamu. . .

— Monopnen @oma! — cepresHo ropopust UrHar, ocBetoMmisisich 00 ycrexe chiHa. .. — EneM Bec-
HOH B ACTpaxaHb, a C OCEHH — B yumIHiie Teos!

7Kv3Hp MasipuMKa KaTUiIach BIepes, Kak 1ap Moj YKJIOH. Byayuu ero yuuresnem, TeTka Oblia 1
ToBapuiieM ero urp. [Ipuxonuna Jlio6a MaskuHa, v Ipyu HUX CTapyxa Becelio MpeBpamiagach B TaKOe
ke TUTS, Kak U OHU. Mrpany B MPATKU, B KMYPKH; AETSIM ObLIO CMEITHO U MPHUSITHO BUIETh, KaK
AHdwuca ¢ 3aBA3aHHBIMY TJIATKOM TJIa3aMU, pa3Be/s IMUPOKO PYKH, OCTOPOKHO BBICTYIMAJA MO KOM-
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HAaTe 1 BCe-TaK! HAaThIKAJIaCh HA CTYJIbs ¥ CTOJIBI, JTM KaK OHa, MIIIA UX, J1a3aJia 10 Pa3HbIM YKPOMHBIM
YTOJIKaM, TIPUTroBapyBasi:

— AX, MOIIIEHHUKH. .. AX, pa30OWHMKH. .. TJIe 3TO OHU TYT 3a0MITUCH?

CorHIle TaCKOBO M PAIOCTHO CBETHJIO BETXOMY, M3HOIIEHHOMY Tely, COXpAaHUBIIIEMY B ceOe
IOHYIO AYIITY, CTAPOH XKU3HU, YKpAIIaBIIeH, 10 Mepe CUJI M YMEHbsI, )KU3HEHHbIN My Thb JETSIM. . .

Wrnar paHo yTpoM ye3:xai Ha OUpiKy, MHOT/IA He sSIBJISUICS BIUIOTH 10 BeUepa, BEUepOM OH €31
B JyMy, B TOCTH WM ellle Kyaa-HuOyap. VIHOTIa OH SIBJISUICS TOMOM MbsIHBIN, — cHayama Poma B
TAKMX CIy4asix Oeran OT Hero U MpsATaJICs], TIOTOM — ITPUBBIK, HAXO[IsA, UTO MbsIHBIN OTell JaKe JIydIle,
YeM TPE3BbI: 1 JJACKOBEe, U TMPOIIe, U HEMHOKKO CMeITHOM. Ecim 310 ciryyanoch HOUbIO — MaTbuuK
BCer/Ja MpOocCkIajcs OT ero TPyOHOro roioca:

— Andmca-a! Cecrpa pogHas! JlonycTu Thl MEHS K ChIHY, — K HACJIEJHUKY — JAOMYy-yCTH!

A TeTKa yroBapuBaja ero yKOpU3HEHHBIM, IJTa9yLM TOJIOCOM:

— Viau, uau, QpbIXHU 3Ha, Jemui Tol, okassHHbIi ! Vb Haziosuscs! Ceoi Beb YK THI. ..

— Anduca! CpiHa s Mory Bunetb? OqHum riiazom?..

— Y100 y Tebs1 TOMHYIIN 00a OT MbSIHCTBA TBOETO. . .

doma 3HaT, YTO TETKA HE IYCTUT OTIIA, ¥ CHOBA 3aChINal Moj IIyM ux roiocoB. Korna x Urnat
SIBJISIJICS TIbSTHBIA THEM — €70 OTPOMHBIE JIaIlbl TOTYAC XBATAJIM ChIHA, ¥ C MbSHBIM, CYACTIMBBIM CMe-
xoM ortell Hocut PoMy 1Mo KOMHATaM U CIIPAIIUBal €ro:

— ®omka! Yero xouews? 'osopu! I'ocrunnes? Urpymek? [Ipocu, Hy! [Toromy Thl 3Hail, HET
TeOe HUYero Ha CBeTe, 4ero s He Kymumo. Y meHs — MuwuieH! U emme 6ombiie Oynet! [onsin? Bee TBoe!

W Bapyr BocTopr ero rac, Kak racHeT CBeva OT CHJIBHOTO MopbiBa BeTpa. [IbsiHOE 1o B3apa-
TMBAJIO, I71a3a, KPACHesl, HUIMBAIUCH CJIe3aMH, U IyObl pacTATUBAIUCH B MYTJIUBYIO YIIBIOKY.

— AHdmuca! Exenu oH noMper — 4To 5 Toraa caesaw?

W Bcren 3a STUMU cioBaM# OEIIIEHCTBO OBJIAZEBAIIO M.

— Coxry Bce! — peBeJ OH, KO YCTABUBIIUCH I71a3aMH Ky1a-HUOY/Ib B TEMHBIH yroJl KOMHATHI. —
Uctpedmo! I[Topoxom B30pBY!

— By-yner, 6e300pa3Hast Tel 0Opa3uHa! AW THl MJIJIEHIIA HAIyraTh XOuelib? AJM, 4TOOBI
3axBOpaJI OH, XeJaelb? — npuuuTaga AHguca, U 3TOro ObLIO JOCTaTOYHO, YTOO WrHar nocrnenrHo
ucuesai, bopMoua:

— Hy-ny-ny! Uny, uny... Tsl TonbkO He Kpuun! He myraii ero. ..

A eciu Pome HE310pOBIIIOCH, OTEL €r0, Opocasi Bce CBOM Jief1a, He yXOAWII U3 JOMA 1, Ha10eAast
CeCTpe U ChIHY HeJIETIbIMU BOITPOCAMH M COBETAMH, XMYPBIH, C OOSI3HBIO B IJ1a3axX, XOMJI 110 KOMHATaM
caM He CBOM U OXaJl.

— To1 utO Oora-To THeBMIbL? — ropopmia AHduca. — CMOTpH, JORIET pONTaHbe TBOE JIO0 TOC-
1071, ¥ HAKaKeT OH TeOd 3a kaj100bI TBOM Ha MUJIOCTH €TI0 K Tele. ..

— 93X, cecrpa! — B3apixast Irnat. — Thl OWMU, — BeIb €XKeJIM YTO — BCS )KU3Hb MOSI PYIIIUTCS !
s gero xun?.. HemssectHo. ..

[NonoGHBbIe ClIeHb ¥ pe3KKe MePeXO/bl OTIIa OT OHOTO HACTPOESHUS K PYrOMY cHavasa myraiu
MaJIbUMKa, HO OH CKOpO MPUBBIK K HUM U, BUJS B OKHO OTIIA, TSKEJIO BbUIE3aBIIErO U3 CaHel, paB-
HOJIYIITHO TOBOPUIL

— Teta! Onarb nbsiHBIA TpHUEXan TATbKA-TO.

[Mpunina BecHa — U, UCNIONHSSA cBoe obemianue, VIrHat B3si1 CbiHa ¢ COOOM HA TTAPOXOI, ¥ BOT
nipen ©omoii pa3BepHYJIaCh HOBasl KU3Hb.

BricTpo HeceTcst BHU3 M0 TEUEHUIO KPACUBBIN M CHITbHBIN «EpMak», OyKCHUpHBINA MapOXo/ KyTa
lopneeBa, 1 o ob6a Goka ero MeJIeHHO JBUXKYTCS HaBcTpedy emy Oepera Bonru, — jeBbiid, Bech
OOJMTBII COJTHLIEM, CTEJIETCs BIUIOTh 10 Kpasi HeOec, KaK IBIIIHBIH, 3eJIeHbI KOBED, a PaBblid B3MaXx-
HYJI K HeOy Kpy4d CBOM, TIOPOCIIIKE JIECOM, M 3aMep B CypOBOM TIOKOE.
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Mex 1y HUMH BEJIMYaBO MTPOCTEPIIAch IUPOKOTpyaast peka; OeclryMHO, TOP;KECTBEHHO U HETO-
POIUTMBO TEKYT €€ BOJIBI; TOPHBIA Oeper OTpakaeTcsi B HUX YEPHOM TeHbIO, a C JIEBOW CTOPOHBI ee
YKpAIIAloT 30JI0TOM U 3eJIeHbIM 0apXaToM IecyaHble KailMbl OTMeJNel, Imupokue ayra. To TyT, To
TaM, 10 TOPE U B JIyrax sIBJISIOTCS CEJICHbsI, COJHIIE CBEPKAET Ha CTEKJIaX OKOH M30 U Ha rapye coJjo-
MEHHBIX KPBIII, CUSIIOT, B 3€JICHU JePEBbEB, KPECThI LIEPKBEN, JICHUBO KPYKAaTcs B BO3/yXe Cepbie
KPBUIbsI MEJIbHHUII, JbIM U3 TPYOBI 3aBOJa BbeTCsl B HE0O. Tonmbl pedsaTUIIeK B CUHHMX, KPACHBIX U
OebIx pybarkax, cTost Ha 6epery, MpOBOKAIOT IPOMKUMH KPUKaMHU MapoXxoj, pa30yJUBIINIA THIHHY
Ha peKe, U3-ToJ] KOJIEC ero K HoraM JeTei OeryT Becesble BOIHBL. BOT Ky4a pedsT ycenach B JIOAKY,
OHM CIIEIIHO TpeOyT Ha CpeqrHy PeKH, YTOO MOKAJaThCsl HA BOJMHAX. M3 BOIBI CMOTPAT BEPILIMHBI
JepeBbeB, MHOT/A TIeJIble KYIIbI MX 3aTOIJIEHBI Pa3JIMBOM U CTOSIT CPE/Iv BOJIH, Kak ocTpoBa. OTKya-
TO ¢ Oepera TSKeIbIM B3I0XOM JOHOCUTCS 3ayHbIBHAS TIECHS:

— 0-3 — 0-0 —emre — 0 — pa3ok!

[Mapoxon OOroHsieT IJIOTHI, 3aIUIECKMBAasi MX BOJHOW. BpeBHa XOMYHOM XOAAT MO yAapamu
HaOe’KaBIIMX BOJIH; TUIOTOBIIMKY B CHHHUX pyOaxax, MOIIAThIBasCh Ha HOraX, CMOTPAT Ha MapoXof,
CMEIOTCS ¥ 4TO-TO KpuyaT. [lopomHasi KpacaBuIa-OessiHa OOKOM HIET TI0 peKe; KeNThIA Tec, Harpy-
JKEHHBIN Ha HeW, OJIECTUT 30JI0TOM U TYCKJIO OTpaaercsi B MyTHOW BelHel Boje. [laccaxxupckuii
MapoXojl UAET HABCTPEeUy M CBUCTUT — TYJKOE 9XO CBUCTA NPSYETCS B JIeCy, B YHIENbSIX TOPHOTO
Oepera, ymupaet Tam. [TocpeaurHe peku CIIIMOAIOTCS BOJHBI IByX CYIOB, OBIOTCS 0 O0OpTa UX, U Cyla
nokaurBaoTcsl. Ha monorom cKJIoHe ropHOro Oepera pacKHMHYTHI 3eJieHble KOBPBI O3MMH, Oypbie
TIOJIOCHI 3€MJTH TIO/] TIAPOM M YepHBIe — BCIIAXaHHOW 1mof sipoBoe. [ITHIibl, MaJeHbKUMU TOYKAMH,
BBIOTCSI HaJl HUIMH, SICHO BUJHBI Ha TOIyOOM ToJiore HeOa; CTa/io MaceTcst HeB/asieKe, — U3/1alid OHO
KaXeTCs UTPYILIEYHbIM; MaJIeHbKast (PUrypKa MacTyxa CTOUT, OMUPAsiCh Ha MAJI0T, U CMOTPUT Ha PEKY.

Bcrony Gneck, mpocTtop 1 cBoOOJIa, Becelio 3eJieHbl JIyra, JJACKOBO SICHO ToTyboe He0o; B CITo-
KOWHOM JIBMKEHHMHU BOJIBI UyeTCsl CAIepKaHHasl CHJla, B HeOe HaJl Helo CUSIeT HIepoe COJTHIIE Masi, BO3-
AyX HAIOEH CNIAJIKUM 3aIiaXxoM XBOWHBIX JIEPEBbEB U CBEXKeH JIMCTBHI. A Oepera BCE UIyT HABCTpEy,
JlacKas Iia3a v JIylry CBoed KpacoToi, M BCE HOBbIE KAPTUHBI OTKPHIBAIOTCS HA HUX.

Ha Bcem BOKpYT JIEKHUT OTIEYATOK MEJIUTETbHOCTH; BCE — M IPUPOJIA U JIIOAU — KUBET HEYK-
JIOKe, JISHUBO, — HO KaXKEeTCsl, YTO 32 JICHbIO MPUTAWIaCh OTPOMHAs CHJIa, — CUJIa HeoOOprMasi, HO
elle JIMIIEHHAs! CO3HAHMSI, He CO3/IaBIlasi ceOe sICHbIX JKeJIaHUH U 11esiei. .. Ml oTcyTCTBIe CO3HAHMS B
3TOi1 MOJYCOHHOM JKM3HU KJIaJeT Ha BECh KpacuBblii IpOCcTOp ee TeHu rpyctu. IlokopHoe Teprnenue,
MOTYATMBOE OKHMJAHUE Yero-To OoJsiee )KMUBOTO CIIBIIATCS Jake B KPUKe KYKYIIKH, MPUJIETAOIEM
10 BeTpy ¢ Oepera Ha peKy... 3ayHbIBHbIE NIECHU TOYHO MPOCAT O MOMOIIH. .. [Topoii B HUX 3ByUHT
yZasib oT4asiHus. .. Pexa oTBevaeT necHsAM B3goxamu. U 3alyMUrBO Ka4aioTcsl BEPIIMHBI IEPEBbEB. . .
TumwmHa. ..

Lensie 1au Poma mpOBOAMIT HA KATMTAHCKOM MOCTHUKE PsIOM C OTIOM. Mosrya, IMpoKo pac-
KPBITBIMH TJIa3aMU CMOTPEJT OH Ha OECKOHEUHYIO MTaHOpamy OeperoB, U eMy Ka3ajioch, YTO OH [IBH-
JKETCS 10 IUPOKOH cepeOpsIHOM TPOTie B Te YyJeCHbIE APCTBA, TIe KUBYT Yapojier U OOraThipy CKa-
30K. [Topoii OH HaYMHAJT paccrpanuBaTh OTLA O TOM, YTO BUjiell. IrHaT OXOTHO ¥ OIPOOHO OTBEYAT
eMy, HO MaJIbYMKY HE HPAaBUJIMCh OTBETHI: HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO M MOHSATHOTO eMy He ObUIO B HUX, U
HE CJIBIIIAJ OH TOTO, YTO XKeJiasl Obl yeblmarh. OIHaKABI OH CO B3JOXOM 3asBUJI OTILY:

— Ters Ancduca 3Haer yure Teds. . .

— Yr0 oHa 3Haet? — cripocuit UrHar, ycmexasch. . .

— Bce, — yOesx1eHHO OTBETHUJT MAJTbUHIK.

UynecHble 1fapcTBa He ABIsUIMCH Mpen HUM. Ho uyacto Ha Oeperax peku SIBJISUTUCH TOpOJa,
COBEPIIIEHHO TaKHe ke, Kak ¥ TOT, B KoTopoM k11 ®Poma. OnHu U3 HUX ObUTH MOOOJBINE, JPyTrye —
TIOMEHbIIIe, HO U JIOIH, U AOMa, U IIEPKBH — BCe B HUX OBUIO Takoe ke, Kak B cBoeM ropoge. Poma
OCMAaTpPUBAJI MX C OTLIOM, OCTaBaJICsS HEJJOBOJICH UMM ¥ BO3BPAIIIAJICS Ha TTAPOXOJ] XMYPBIH, YCTaIIBII.

— Bor 3aBTpa npuenem B AcTpaxaHs. .. — CKa3aa ofHaxabl Mruar.

— A oHa — Takad Xxe, Kak Bce?
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— Hy, usBecrtHo!.. A TO — Kakas xe?

— A 3a Heit uT0?

— Mope... Kacrnuiickoe Mope Ha3bIBaeTcCsl.

— A 41O B HEM ecTh?

— Pui0a, uygak! Yto MoxeT B Boge ObITh?

— l'opon-or Kurtex B BOze CTOMT. ..

— To — npyroe neno! To — Kurex... B HeM — oiHU NpaBeTHUKY KUIIH.

— A B MOpe mpaBeJHbIe Topoaa He ObIBAIOT?

— He OwiBatot... — ckazan Urnar u, nomomnyas, npudasuit: — Boga Mopckasi — roppkasi, UTh
€e HeNb34. ..

— A 3a MopeM orATh 3emiis Oynaer?

— 1zBectHo! Mope-To TOTKHO ke Kpast UMeTb. OHO — Kak 4allika. ..

— W onsts ropona tam?

— W onsath ropoga, — a kak ke? Tosbko TaM yk He Haia 3emitsi OyeT, a epcuzckas. .. Bugan
NepCHsIIEK, KOTOPbIE BOT HA SIpMapKe-TO — IIeNTana, YpIokK, pucramka?

— Bupan, — orBetrit Poma u 3agymaics.

OpnHax /bl OH CITPOCHIT OTIIA:

— MHoro eme 3emyu-10?

— 3emuu, 6par, — 0-04eHb MHOTO!

— A Ha Hell Bce oquHaKoBoe?

—To ectb ut0?

—T'opona u BCE. ..

— Hy, xoHeuHo... Bce oquHakoso. ..

[Tocne MHOTMX TakKX Pa3srOBOPOB MAJIbUMK CTaJl PekKe, He TaK YIIOPHO CMOTPETh BAAJIb BOIIPO-
LIAIOLIUM B3IJISIIOM YEPHBIX IJ1a3. ..

Komanna mapoxosa moOuiia ero, ¥ OH JIOOWJI STUX CJIABHBIX PeOST, KOPMUHEBBIX OT COJHIIA U
BEeTpa, Becesio MYyTUBIIKX ¢ HUM. OHM MacTepusiv eMy phiOOJIOBHBIE CHACTH, JIENANIH JIOAKH U3 Ape-
BECHOH KOPBbI, BO3UJIMCh C HUM, KaTaJli €ro [0 peKe BO BpeMsl CTOSIHOK, Korja VIrHat yxoaui B ropos
1o jiesiaM. MaJlbuMK 4acTo CIIbIIIaj, Kak MOPYTrHUBajIy ero OTia, HO He oOpalia Ha TO BHUMAHUS U
HUKOIJa He MepeaBajl OTIy TOro, 4to cibliall 0 HeM. Ho onHaxapl, B AcTpaxaHu, KOrjaa napoxop
rpy3uics tormsoM, Poma ycrbixai rosioc [lerpopuua, MavHucTa:

— IIpukasan BaJUTh CTONBKO JPOB, — Th(hpy, HECOOOPA3HBIN YeTOBEeK! 3arpy3ut mapoxos o
camyio nayOy, a MOTOM OpeT — MalllHy, TOBOPUT, IOPTHIIb YaCTO. .. MAacjIO, TOBOPHT, 3ps1 JIbEeUb. . .

I'onoc ceporo u cypoBoro JjionmaHa OTBeyat:

— A Bce Ka/IHOCTh €10 HeroMepHasi — AelIeBye 3[ech TOILUIMBO, BOT OH U cTapaercs. .. KajeH,
TIbsIBOJT !

—KapeH...

[ToBTOpEHHOE HECKONBKO pa3 Kpsily CJIOBO 3amajo B namsath Pombl, 1 BeYepoM, ykKHHas C
OTLIOM, OH BJIPYT CIIPOCHJI €TO:

— Tara!

— Acp?

— Twl kagHBINA?

Ha Bompockl oT11a OH nepeaast eMy pa3roBop JioMaHa ¢ MammHucToM. JInmo Mraara ompayu-
JIOCh, ¥ IJ1a3a THEBHO CBEPKHYJIM.

— Bot oHoO uTO!.. — TporoBopuJ OH, TPsAXHYB rojoBoi. — Hy, Tbl He Toro, — He ciymail ux. Ouu
TeOe He KOMIIaHHsI, — Thl OKOJIO HUX TTOMEHbIIIe BEPTUCh. Thl UM XO35IMH, OHU — TBOM CIYTH, TaK U
3Hal. 3axoueM MbI ¢ TOOOM, M BCEX UX JI0 OJHOTO Ha Oeper IMIBBIPHEM, — OHHM JICIIEBO CTOAT, M UX
Be3Jie Kak cobak Hepe3aHbiX. [ToHs1? OHU PO MEHSI MHOTO MOT'YT XY/IOTO CKa3aTh, — 3TO MNOTOMY OHH
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CKaXyT, 4TO sl UM — MOJTHBIA rocroguH. TyT Bce Ie0 B TOM 3aBsI3710, UTO 51 YIAWIMBBIA U OOTaThIi,
a Ooraromy Bce 3aBUAYIOT. CUACTIIMBBINA YEJTOBEK — BCEM JIIO/ISIM Bpar .. .

JlHs1 yepe3 JBa Ha MapOXOf IBUJIMCh HOBBIE U JIOIIMAH W MAIITHUCT.

— A rae SIkoB? — cipocui MaJIb4uK.

— Paccuuran s ero... nporsan!

—3aT0?

— 3a To camoe. ..

— U TlerpoBuua?

— U ero.

dome NoHPaBUIIOCH TO, YTO OTEIl €r0 MOXET TaK CKOPO MepeMeHsTh Jofel Ha napoxone. OH
YJIBIOHYJICS OTITY M, COW/Isl BHU3 Ha MatyOy, MOfoNIeN K OAHOMY MaTpoCy, KOTOPBIA, CH/Is Ha IOy,
PacKpyuMBaJl KYCOK KaHaTta, Jiefiasi Baopy.

— A JIOIIMaH-TO HOBBIH YK, — 00bssBII PoMa.

— 3Haewm. .. [looporo 3m0poBbuiia, Poma Urnatenu! Kak cnan-nmounsan?

— W MatmyHuCT HOBHIM. . .

— W mammnucr. .. XKasnko INerpoBuya-to?

— Her.

— Hy? A oH 10 T1e0s1 Takoi JTAaCKOBBIA OBLI. . ..

— A 3a4eM OH TATIO pyrau?

— O? Anu oH pyran?

— Pyran, g Benp ciplal. ...

— MM... a OTeu-To TOXe, 3HAYMT, CIIBIIIAN?

— Her, 310 51 emy cka3zai. ..

— Th1... Ta-ak... — IPOTSAHYJ MAaTPOC U 3aMOTYAJI, TPUHSBIIUCH 32 paboTy.

— A 1T MHe TOBOPHT: «Thl, TOBOPUT, 3716Ch XO35MH... BCEX, TOBOPHUT, MOXKEIIb MPOrHATb,
KOJIM XOYellb. ..»

— Takoe neno!.. — ckazan MaTpoc, CyMpadHO TOMISAIbIBAs HA MaJIbYMKa, O)KUBJICHHO XBACTaB-
IIero mpej, HAM CBoel Xo3siiickor BiacThio. C 3toro nHs doma 3aMeTwl, 4To KOMaHJa OTHOCUTCS
K HEMY Kak-TO MHa4e, YeM OTHOCHJIACh PaHbIIIe: OIHU CTaJH elle Oojiee YroAMBhl U JIACKOBHI, APY-
rve He XOTeJM TOBOPUTH C HHUM, a €CJIM ¥ TOBOPHJIH, TO CEPAMTO U COBCEM He 3a0aBHO, KaK paHbIIe
obiBasio. doma JOOMI CMOTPETh, KOrja MOIOT MaxyOy: 3aCy4ydB IITaHBI MO KOJEHU, MATPOCHI, CO
mBaOpaMu ¥ METKaMU B pyKax, JIOBKO OeraioT 1o naayoe, MOJMBAOT ee BOIOW U3 Bejiep, OphI3raioT
APYT Ha pyra, CMEITCs, KpUyar, MaJaioT, — BCIOAY TeKYT CTPYH BOJbI, ¥ )KUBOM IIIyM JIIOAIEH CIIMBa-
eTcsl C ee BecesbIM IJIECKOM. PaHbllle MajlbuMK He TOJIbKO HE MeIllajl MaTpocaM B 3TOM IIyTOYHOU U
JIeTKOi paboTe, HO IPUHUMAJT JeSITEJIBHOE yJacThe, 0OIMBasi UX BOIOW U CO CMEXOM yOerast OT yrpo3
o6t ero. Ho nocne pacuera [NerpoBuya u SIkoBa OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO TENepbh BCEM MEIIAET, HUKTO
HE XOYeT UrpaTh C HUM M BCE CMOTPST Ha HEro HEJaCKOBO. YIIMBJICHHBIN U I'PYCTHBIN, OH YIIIEN C
nasyosl HaBepX, K MITYPBaJLy, CeJl TaM U CTaJl ¢ OOMI0M 3alyMYMBO CMOTPETh Ha CHHUI Oeper U 3y0-
YaTylo NoJocy Jjieca. A BHU3Y, Ha Mayryoe, UTPUBO TUIECKAIACh BOIA M MATPOCHI BECEJIO CMESITUCh. . .
Emy oudeHb XOTeI0Ch K HUIM, HO YTO-TO HE IyCKaJo ero Tyja.

«Jlepuch OT HUX MOJAJIbIIIE, — BCIIOMHIJI OH CJIOBA OTIIA, — Thl UM XO35IUH. . .»

Tornma eMy 3aX0TesIOCh YTO-HUOYIb KPUKHYTh MaTpoCcaM — YTO-HUOYAb TPO3HOE U XO3SIHCKOE,
TaK, KaK OTer] Kpu4uuT Ha HUX. OH 10/1ro npuayMeiBal — 4to Ob1? Y He mpuayman Hudero. .. [Tpomuio
ere JHs /1Ba, TPH, U OH SICHO TOHSUI, YTO KOMaH/a He JoOuT ero. CKy4HO eMy CTajio Ha Mapoxofe,
Y BCE Yallle 1 YaIle U3 pa3HOI[BETHOTO TyMaHa HOBBIX BIEUYATJICHUI BHITUIBIBAI Tipen Pomoii 3aTem-
HEHHBII IMU 00pa3 JIACKOBOU TeTKN AH(HCHI C ee CKa3KaMU, YIbIOKaMH 1 MSTKUM CMEXOM, OT KOTO-
POro Ha AyIy MaJIbuuKa BesyIo pagocTHBIM TeryioM. OH Bce ellie XUl B MUpPe CKa30K, HO 6e3XKaiocT-
Hasl pyKa JISMCTBUTEIBHOCTH YK€ PEBHOCTHO pBaJia KPACHUBYIO MAyTUHY UYJECHOTO, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
MaJIBUYMK CMOTpEJ Ha Bce BOKpYT Hero. Ciiy4ail ¢ JIOIIMaHOM M MAIlIMHUCTOM HAllpaBWJI BHUMAaHHUE
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MaJIbUMKa Ha OKpyKamoilee; raza PoMbl cTaiu 30pye: B HUX SIBUJIACh CO3HATENIbHAS MBITMBOCTD,
Y B €r0 BOIIPOCaX OTILy 3a3BYYasio CTPEMJICHUE TTOHSTh, — KAKUE HUTU U TIPYKUHBI YIIPABIISIOT ACH-
cTBUsIMU Jiiofen? OHaX bl MPei HUM pa3birpajiach Takasi CIIeHa: MaTpOChl HOCUJIU JPOBa, U OJIUH
13 HUX, MOJIONION, KyAPsABBIN 1 Becesblii EuM, Mpoxoas ¢ HOCUIKaMHU 1o maayoe mapoxoja, FpOMKO
Y CEpAUTO TOBOPHIT:

— Her, yx 310 6e3 Besikoit coectu! He ObIIO Y MEHSI TAKOTO YTOBOPY, YTOOBI IPOBA TaCKaTh.
Marpoc — Hy, cTaJio ObITh, JIEJIO TBOE sICHOE!.. A 4TOOHI ellie ¥ IPOBa. .. criacno0! ITo 3HAYMT — ApaTh
C MeHs Ty IIKypy, KOTOPOH s He Tpojail... 1o yx 0e3 coBectu! Wb Th, KAaKOW MacTep COKH-TO
Y3 JIIOJeW BbIKUMATb.

Manpuuk ciymiana 3Ty BOPKOTHIO M 3HAJI, UTO JIeNIo KacaeTcs ero otua. OH BUAEN, YTO XOTS
Edum BopunT, HO Ha HOCKJIKAaX y HEro IpoB OOJIbIIe, YeM Yy JPYTruX, U XOOUT oH ObicTpee. HukTo
U3 MaTpOCOB HE OTKJIMKAJICS Ha BOPKOTHIO Edrma, 1 naxe TOT, KOTOPBI padoTai B mape ¢ HUM,
MOJTYaJT, THOT/Ia TOJIBLKO MPOTECTYs TPOTUB ycepausi, ¢ KakuM EduM HakiapiBast JpoBa Ha HOCUJIKH.

— Byner! — xmypo roBopusi oH. — Yaid, He Ha JIoIIa b TPy3Hlllb.

— A b1, 3Hall, MoTun! Bripsiriu Te6s1, Hy ¥ Be3H, He OpbIKaiics. .. U exenyt KpoBb U3 Te0s1 OyayT
COCaTh — TOXE MOJTYM, — YTO Tl MOXKEIIIb CKa3aTh?

Brpyr orkyna-to siBusics Uruar, mojonien K MaTpocy U, CTaB POTUB HETo, CypOBO CIIPOCHIL:

— IIpo uto roopuib?

—T'oBopio, cTaso OBITH, KaK YMEIO. .. — 3alMHasCh, OTBeTII Epum. — YroBopa, Mos1, He ObLIO. ...
YTOOBI MOJTUATh MHE. . .

— A KTO 3TO KpOBb cocath OyneT? — nmoriaxkusast Oopomry crpocwui WUrHar.

Marpoc, MOHSIB, YTO MOMAJICS ¥ YBEPHYThCS HEKya, OPOCHII U3 PyK TMOJIEHO, BBITEP JIAJOHH O
IITaHbl U, TSI IpsMO B o MrHata, cMesio ckasad:

— A pasBe He npasaa mosi? He cocelus Thl. ..

-A1?

— Thr.

doma Buzen, Kak OTell B3MaxHYJl PyKOH, — pa3fajics KaKOW-TO JISI3T, M MAaTpOC TSIKENO yra
Ha gpoBa. OH TOTYAC K€ TOTHSUICS M BHOBb CTaJl MOM4a padoTath... Ha Gernyio kopy Oepe3oBbIx
APOB Karajia KpoBb U3 €ro pa3oMTOro JIMIia, OH BRITUPAJ €€ PyKaBOM pyOaxu, CMOTpeI Ha pyKaB H,
B3/bIXas1, MOTYaJI. A KOT/Ia OH IIeJT ¢ HOCHIIKaMi MUMO POMBI, Ha JIMILIE €ro, Y MePEHOChs, IPOKaIIH
ABe OOJIBIIME MYTHBIE CIIE3bI, U MAJIbYUK BUET UX. ..

O06enas ¢ oTIIOM, OH OBLT 32 IyMYMB ¥ MocMaTprBal Ha irHata ¢ OOS3HBIO B TJ1a3ax.

— Tel uTO XMypUIIbCA? — TACKOBO CIPOCUII €T0 OTEll.

- Taxk...

— Heznoposurcsi, moxet?

— Hery...

— To-To... T, KONMKM UTO, CKAXKM. . .

— CuiibHblii THI!.. — BOPYT 3a/lyMUYMBO [TPOrOBOPUII MAJIBUMK.

— $I-10? Hudvero. .. Bor He oOuieN U CUIIOM.

— Ka-ak 1bI ero jaBeya TpecHyn! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJ MaJIb4MK, OITYCKasi TOJIOBY.

Wrnar Hec KO pTy KYCOK XJie0a ¢ UKpOM, HO PyKa €ro OCTAaHOBUJIAChH, y/epKaHHAs! BOCKJIUIIA-
HHEM ChIHA; OH BOIPOCUTEJILHO B3IJISIHYJI HA €T0 CKJIOHEHHYIO TOJIOBY M CLIPOCHUL:

— 310 — Epumky, uto 11?

— Ha... no kposu!.. Kak mesn oH IOTOM, Tak IUIAKaJl. .. — BIOJTONIOCA PACCKA3bIBAI MAJIBUMK.

— MwM... — npombiuan UrHar, nepeskeBbiBasi Kycok. — 7Kaseenb Tbl ero?

— Xasko! — co cne3amu B rosoce ckazan Poma.

—H-na... Bums 181 yTO!.. — cKa3an UrHar.

[ToTom, momoIT4aB, OH HAJIWJI PIOMKY BOJKH, BBIIIAJI €€ M 3arOBOPHUJI BHYIIIUTEJIBHO:
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— Xanetp ero — He 3a 4yt0. 3psi Opajl, HY U MOJYYUJ, CKOJIBKO CJEIOBAIO... I ero 3Hai: OH
— MapeHb XOPOIINiA, YCePAHbIH, 3J0POBbIA U — HETTTYI. A pacCyk/1aTh — He €ro JeJl0: pacCyXIarh si
MOTY, TIOTOMY YTO 51 — XO35IUH. DTO He MPOCTO, XO3IMHOM-TO OBITh!.. OT 3yOOTBIYMHBI OH HE IOMPET,
a ymHee Oyzer. .. Tak-To... 9x, Poma! MnageHerl Thl... HIYEro He TIOHUMAaelllb. .. HaJI0 yYUTh TeOs
KUTb-TO... MOXeT, y’k HEMHOI'O OCTaJIOCh BEKY MOET0 Ha 3emJie. . .

Wrnar nomomnyal, eie BB BOIKM U CHOBA BPa3yMHUTEIbHO HAYaJI:

— Kanertp mionelt HaJO... 3TO Thl XOPOIIO Jenaelib! TONbKO — HYKHO C Pa3yMOM KaJeTh. ..
CHauaJsia TOCMOTpPY Ha YeJIOBeKa, Y3Hal, KaKo! B HEM TOJIK, KaKas OT HEro MoxeT ObITh monb3a? U
€XeJTM BUIMIIb — CHJIbHBIA, CTTIOCOOHBIN K JeJTy YeJIOBeK — IMOXKaJIeH, TIOMOTU eMy. A eXeld KOTO-
pbIii cradblid, K ey He CKJIOHEH — IUTIOHb Ha Hero, Mpoiau MuMo. Tak U 3Hail — KOTOPBIN YeioBeK
MHOTO KaJyeTcsl Ha BCe, Ja OXaeT, JJa CTOHET — I'POIl eMy IIeHa, He CTOUT OH JKaJIOCTH, U HUKAKOU
TOJTB3bI THl €My He TIPUHEeCeIllb, eKeIH U TIOMOXKEIIb. .. TOMBKO MyIle KUCHYT Aa OayloTCsl TaKkue
OT JKQJIOCTU K HUM. .. JKHMBYUM y KPECTHOTO, HACMOTPEJICSI Thl TaM Ha Pa3HYIO HIyIIEePy: CTPAHHUKU
9TH, IPUKHUBATIBITUKN, HECIACTHEHBKYE. .. U pa3Hble rafpl... O0 HUX 3a0ydb... ITO HE JIIO/H, a TaK,
CKOpJIyIia OfIHA, HX HA YTO OHM HE TOHHHI... DTO BPOJE KaK KJIOIBI, OJIOXU ¥ Apyras HEUuCTh... U
He Uit Oora OHM KUBYT — HETY y HUX HUKAKOro 0ora, UMs JKe ero BCye MPU3bIBAIOT, YTOOBI Typa-
KOB pazXaJIOOUTh J]a OT UX KAJIOCTUA YeM-HUOY/b MMy30 ceOe HaOuTh. [Jis Iy3a CBOEro KUBYT OHU U
KpOMe Kak — MUTh, KPaTh, CHATh JJa CTOHATh — HUYETro He YMEIOT Aesarh... OT HUX — OfMH pa3Bal
aymm. ToNbKo 3amrHaenIbes 3a HuX. Y XopoImii 4yesloBeK cpeid HUX — Kak CBekee sI0JI0KO cpein
THWIBIX — UCTIOPTUTHCS MOXKET... MaJl Thl, BOT YTO, — HE MOXeEIllb Thl IOHUMAaTh MOUX CJIOB... ThI
TOMY TIOMOTaid, KOTOPBIA B Oe/ie CTOeK... OH, MOXET, U He TOIMPOCHUT y TeOs MOMOIIY TBOEH, Tak
THI CaM JIOTaJakcs, J1a IOMOTH eMy 0e3 ero crpoca... [la KOTopblid TOpIaplil 1 MOKET OOUIEThCS Ha
MOMOIIIb TBOIO — Thl BUJy €My He ToJaBaii, 4To MoMoraeliib. .. BoT Kak Hajo, 1o pazymy-to! Tyt —
TaKoe JIeJIo: yIaJiv, CKakeM, B TOCKH B I'PsI3b — OJIHA THWJIAs, Apyrasi — XOpolliasi, 3J0poBas 10cKa.
UYro ThI ToMKeH caenarb? B ramion qocke — kakoil mpok? Thl OcTaBb ee, MycKal B IPsI3u JIEKHUT, 110
HEW MPOWTH MOXHO, YTOOBI HOT' HE 3aMapaTh... A 3JI0pOBYI0 — MOTHUMH U MTOCTaBb HAa COJIHIIE, OHA
— He Tebe, Tak JAPYroMy — Ha 4To-HUOYabh rogutcs. Tak-To, ceiHOK! Ciyinaii MeHsl Ja TIOMHH... A
EdumKky kanetb He 3a 4TO, — OH MapeHb JeJIbHbIN, IIeHy ceOe MOHUMaeT. .. VI3 Hero rumoxoi aynry
HE BBIIHUOEIIb. .. BOT 1 TOCMOTpIO HEJeIbKY BpeMs, J1a K IITypBaIy ero MoCTaBiio. .. A Tam, IJIsIH,
JorMaHoM OyreT... U exenu KanuTaHoOM ero cleiath — JIOBKMI OyaeT kanuraH! BoT kak soau-To
pactyT... 4, 6par, cam 3Ty HayKy ITPOXOAUJI, — TOKE HEMAJIO TUTIOX CheJl B €r0-TO rofibl. .. Ham, CBIHOK,
BCEM XHM3Hb-TO — HE MaTh POJIHAsS, — Hallla CTPOrasi XO3sMKa OHa. ..

Yaca aBa roBopui MrHar cbiHy 0 CBO€i MOJIOZIOCTU, O TPyJaxX CBOUX, O JIOASX U CTPAITHON
cHie UX CJ1a0OCTH, O TOM, KaK OHM JIIOOAT U YMEIOT MIPUTBOPATHCS HECYACTHBIMHU JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
KHUTh Ha CYET JPYTUX, M CHOBA O cebe — 0 TOM, KaK M3 MPOCTOro pabOTHUKA OH CIENIAJICS XO3IMHOM
OOJIBIIIOTO JieNa.

MautbuuK CyIiai ero pevb, CMOTpPeT Ha Hero M YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO OTeI| Kak OyATO BCce Omke
nojiBUraeTcsl K Hemy. M XOTh He 3Bydasio B pacckasze OTIia TOro, 4eM ObLTH OOraThl CKa3Kd TEeTKU
AHuCHI, HO 3aTO OBUIO B HUX YTO-TO HOBOE — OoJiee SICHOE U TIOHSATHOE, YeM B CKa3Kax, U He MeHee
WHTepecHoe. B MajieHpKoM cepiiie 3a0MI0Ch YTO-TO CHUJIBHOE M TOpsiuee, U ero MOTSAHYJIO K OTILY.
WrHar, 10mKHO OBITh, 110 IJIa3aM ChIHA OTTaJaJ €ro YyBCTBA: OH MOPHIBUCTO BCTAJ C MECTa, CXBATHII
ero Ha PyKH M KPErKo Mprkal K rpyau. A doma oOHSIT ero 3a Ielo |, MPYKABIIUCh MEKON K ero
IeKe, MOJIYal, AbIIIa YCKOPEHHO.

— Cpraumikal.. — myxo menTan Mraatr. — MUl Tl MOM. .. paiocTh Thl MOsi!.. YUuCh, MOKa
s KMB. .. 9-3X, TPYIHO KHUTb!

Jporuyso cepaile pedeHKa OT STOro IIENOTa, OH CTHCHYJI 3yObl, M TOpSYKE CJIe3bl OPBI3HYIN
U3 ero Ias. ..

[Mapoxon men Ha3a, BBepx 1Mo Bosre. JlyniHOM UIOIBCKON HOYBIO, KOTIa HE0O OBLIO MOKPBITO
T'YCTBIMH, YEPHBIMU TYYaMU U BCe Ha peKe ObLJIO 3JI0BelIe CIIOKONHO, — MPUIUTBUM B KazaHp v BcTamm

21



M. Topekuii. «®oma ['opneeB»

OKOJIO YCJIOHa B XBOCTE O'POMHOTIO KapaBaHa Cyl0B. JIS3r IKOPHBIX LieTiel M KPUKM KOMaH bl pa3oy-
o PoMy; OH MOCMOTPENT B OKHO M YBUJIAJL: 1aJIEKO, BO ThME, CBEPKAIA MaJICHbKME OTOHbKU; BOZIA
OblJ1a YepHa 1 I'yCTa, KaK Maclio, — 1 OoJiblle HU4ero He Buaarh. Cepilie MaaburKa )KyTKO B3POTHYIIO,
Y OH CTaJl BHUMATEJBHO ciaymarh. OTKyaa-To jJojerana ee CbIHasl KanoOHasi IeCHsI, yHbIBHAS,
KaK [MPUUYUTAHUE; HA KapaBaHe NePEKJIMKAINCh CTOPOkKa, CEPIUTO LIMUIEN IApOXO, Pa3BO/s MapHl. . .
UYepHas Boza peKy rpyCTHO U THUXO IUIECKasiach 0 OopTa cyaoB. BcMaTprBasich BO TbMY MPUCTAIBHO,
10 601K B I1a3aX, MAIBYUK pa3iinyal B HEW YepHbIe TPYAbl U OTOHBKH, €J1e TOPEBIINE BHICOKO HaJl
HUMH. .. OH 3HaJI, YTO 3TO OBUTH Oap’kK, HO 3HAHKME HE YCIIOKAMBAJIO €ro, cepiiie OMIoch HEpOBHO, a
B BOOOpakK€HUM BCTABAM KAaKHe-TO MyTalolre TeMHbIe 00pasbl.

— 0-o0... 0l.. — JOHeccs U31any MPOTSKHBIA KPUK U 3aKOHYMJICS TIOXOXkE Ha pblaaHue... Bor
KTO-TO TIPOIIIEJT TIO Tasryoe K OOpTy mapoxopa. . .
— 0-0-0... — pa3aaIOCh OMATH, HO YKe IIe-TO OJIMIKeE. . .

— Slpum! — Brionrosnoca 3aropopuiu Ha nanyoe. — Yepr! Beragaii! Bepu Garop. ..

— 0-0-0!.. — 3acToHanu rae-To 6:mm3Ko, 1 Poma, B3IPOTHYB, OTKAYHYJICS OT OKHA.

CrpaHHBIN 3BYK MOATUIBIBAT BCe ONMKE U POC B CBOEH CUJIE, PBIIAJ U TasI B UEpHOU ThMe. A
Ha nayryoe TPEeBOXHO IIETITAJIH:

— fpumka! [la Bctanb — rocth 1uisiBeT!

— [le? — paznancs TOpOruMBbIA Borpoc. .. [To many6e 3anuienany 60ckle HOTH, MOCIBIIIAIACh
BO3HS1, MFIMO JIMI[a MaJIbuMKa CBEpXY CKOJIB3HY/IM [1Ba Oarpa v noyty OeCiryMHO BOH3UJIKCH B TYCTYIO
BOLY...

— T'o-0-ocTh! — 3apbianu rae-To OIM3KO, U pa3aajcs TUXUHN, CTPAHHBIA TUIECK BOJIBI.

Manbuuk gposai OT yxkaca Ipejl TUM IPYCTHBIM KPUKOM, HO HE MOT' OTOPBATh CBOMX PYK OT
OKHA ¥ I71a3 OT BOJIBI.

— 3axru oHapkb... HE BUAATh HUYETO!..

W BOT Ha BOay ynaJsio mSATHO MyTHOTO cBeTa... Poma BUjiel, Y4TO BOjIA TUXO KOJIBIIIETCS, PsiOb
WJIET 110 Hel, TOYHO el OOJIHO U OHA B3paruBaeT ot OOJIH.

—I'napu. .. tiaau!.. — UCTyraHHO 3alienTaiy Ha namyoe.

B 10 ke Bpems B MATHE CBETa Ha BOJE SIBUJIOCH OOJBINOE, CTPAITHOE YEJIOBEUECKOE JIUIIO C
Oe/IbIMU OCKaIeHHBIMU 3y0aMu. OHO IUTBLIO Y TOKAYMBAIOCh Ha BOZIE, 3yObl €ro CMOTPEITH MPSIMO Ha
domy, 1 TOYHO OHO, YIIBIOASICH, TOBOPHIIO:

«9X, MaJIbYMK, MAJIbYMK. .. XO-OJIOAHO!..»

Barpbl AporHynm, MOAHSJIMCH B BO3/IyXe, MOTOM CHOBA OITyCTHIIUChH B BOJLY.

— INuxaii ero... Begu!.. CMOTpH — IOIOOBET B KOJIECO. . .

Barpbl ckomb3uiM 1o OOpTy W Iapanajimch 00 HEro co 3BYKOM, MOXOXKHM Ha CKpHUIT 3yOOB.
[Inenanbe HOT 0 MaTyOy MOCTENIEHHO YIAISIOCh Ha KOPMY ... M BOT Tam BHOBb pa3ziajicsi CTOHYIIHUI
3ayMOKOMHO BO3IJIAC:

—T'0-0-0CTb...

— Tara! — 3akpuvan Poma. — Ta-g14. ..

Orter; BCKOYMIT HA HOTH ¥ OPOCHIICS K HEMY.

— Yro tam? Yto onm nenator? — kpuyana Poma.

OrpomMHBIMU TIpbIKKaMy VIrHAT BBICKOUMJI BOH U3 KalOTHI ¢ TUKUM peBoM. OH BO3BpaTHJICS
CKOpO, paHblie, yeM Poma, Kauasch Ha HOTax U OINISABIBAsICh BOKPYT ceOsi, J00pajcs OT OKHA [0
OTLIOBOU MOCTEJIU.

— Ucnyranu te6s1, — Hy, HI4Yero! — rosopuit IrHar, B3siB ero Ha pyKu. — JIOXKHCh-Ka CO MHOM. . .

— Yro 310? — THXO crpanmBai Poma.

— 9T0, CBIHOK, HUYETro... DTO — YTOIIIUH. ... YTOHYJ YeoBeK U IUbBeT... Hudero! Tel He
Ooiicsl, OH yXKe YIUIBLT. ..

— 3a4eM OHU TOJIKAJIM ero? — JOMpaIIMBal MAIbYUK, KPEKO MPUKABIIKCh K OTILY U 3aKPbIB
r71a3a oT crpaxa. ..
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— A —T1aK yx Hajo. .. [TomoObeT ero Boza B KOJIECO. .. HaM, K IIPUMEpY. .. 3aBTpa YBUIUT IOJIHU-
LMsl. .. BO3HS MOWAET, JOIPOCH... 3aaepxkar Hac. Bor ero u nposoxator aansiie... EmMy uro? On
YK MEPTBBIH... eMy 3T0O He OOJbHO, He OOMIHO... a KUBBIM M3-32 HEro OECIIOKOWCTBO OBLIO OHI. ..
Cry, CBIHOK !..

— Tak oH u nomsiBET?

— Tak u noruteiBeT. .. I'ne-HuOy b BBIHYT — CXOPOHSIT. . .

— A peiOa ero crect?

— Pri0a He ecT yenoBeube TeNo. .. Paku ensr. ..

Crpax ®ombl Tas1, HO Ipej la3aMM €ro BCe elle MOKauMBaIoCh HA YEPHOM BOJE CTpalIHOE
JIMILIO C OCKAJICHHBIMU 3yOamHu.

— A OH KT10?

— Bor ero 3naet! Thl ckaxku 0 HeM OOTY: TOCHOIH, MOJI, YIIOKOM JyIIy ero!

— T'ocriogu, ynokoit aymry ero! — menorom nosropuii doma.

— Hy, Bot... U cniu, He 6oiics!.. OH yx Teneps naneko-o! IlnsiBer cebe... Bot — He momxonu
HEOCTOPOXKHO K OOPTY-TO, — yIaiellb 3TaK — crack 0or! — B BOIy H...

— A oH TOXe yrnan?

— U3BectHO, ynain... MoxeT, IbsiH ObLT... A MOXeT, caM Opocuiics... ECTh U Takue, KoTopbie
camu... Bo3pmer ga u 6pocutcst B Boay... U yroner... KusHb-T0, Opar, Tak ycTpoeHa, 4To MHas
CMEpTh IJIsI CAMOTO YeJIOBEKa — Mpa3/iHUK, a UHasl — JUIs1 BceX Oyaroars!

— Tar4...

— Criu, poHOM. . .
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111

B niepBbiii ke 1eHb HIKOIbHOW XU3HU PoMa, OIIeTIOMIIEHHBIH KUBBIM 1 OOAPBIM IIIyMOM 3370D-
HBIX [IAJIOCTeN U OYHHBIX, IETCKUX WP, BBIACTUI U3 Cpe/ibl MATbYUKOB JIBYX, KOTOPbIE Cpa3y MoKa-
3aJIMCh eMy MHTepecHee aApyrux. OnuH cuzen Brepenu ero. ®oma, morisabBast UCTIONIOObS, BUIET
IIPOKYIO CHHHY, TIOJHYIO IIIel0, YCesSHHYI0 BECHYIIKaMM, OOJIBbIINE YII U TJIAJKO OCTPUKEHHBIN
3aThUIOK, IIOKPBITHIN SPKO-PBIKUMH BOJIOCAMH.

Korpma yuurens, 4enoBeKk ¢ JIbICOU TOJOBOM U OTBUCION HMKHEW ry0Ooii, nmo3Bair: «CMouH,
Adpukat!» — pbIKUI MaJIbUMK, HE TOPOIISICh, MOAHSIICS HA HOTH, TIOIOUIEN K YYUTENI0, CIIOKOWHO
YCTaBWJICS B JIAIIO EMY U, BBICJTYIIIAB 33/1a4y, CTAJI TIATEIbHO BBHITIMCHIBATH MEJIOM Ha JJOCKe OOJIbIIne
KpYIJIble TUPPHI.

— Xopoulo, — J0BOJIbHO! — cka3an yuuresb. — ExoB, Hukonai, — npomomkaid!

Opun u3 coceneit Pomel 1Mo napTe, — HEMOCEJIUBbINA, MAJIEHBKUI MAIbYMK C YEPHBIMU, MBIIIH-
HBbIMHU [JIA3KaMH, — BCKOUMJI C MECTa U MOIIEeN MEeXIy MapT, 3a BCEe 3a[eBasi, BEPTS I0JOBOM BO BCE
CTOPOHBI. Y JIOCKM OH CXBaTWJI MeJl ¥, IPUBCTaB HA HOCKH Carlor, ¢ IIIyMOM, CKPUIIS U COPSl MEJIOM,
CTaJ THIKaTh UM B JIOCKY, HAOpachiBasl HA Hee MEJIKUE, HesICHbIE 3HAKU.

— Tu-1e, — ckazan yuuresib, 00JIE3HEHHO CMOPIIVB KEJITOE JIMIIO C YCTATbIMU IJ1a3aMHu.

A E30B 3BOHKO M OBICTPO TOBOPHIT:

— Tenepp Mbl y3HAH, YTO MEPBHIA PA3HOCUMK MOMYUYMIT Oapblllia CEMHAIIATh KOMEeK. . .

— JoBonbHo!.. Topaees! UTo HyKHO cenaTh, YTOOBI y3HATh, CKOJIBKO OApBIIIIa MOy YT BTOPOR
Pa3HOCUYMK?

HaGmonas 3a noBegeHneM Mab4lKOB, — TaK HE MOXOXKUX JPYT Ha Apyra, — Poma ObL 3aXBayeH
BOIIPOCOM BPACIUIOX M — MOJTYAJL.

— He 3naems?.. O0bsicHu emy, CMOJUH. . .

CMOJIMH, aKKYPaTHO BBITUPABIIMKA TPAMKON HaJIbLIbl, UICTIAYKAHHBIE MEJIOM, TOJIOKWI TPAIIKY,
He B3IVITHYB Ha PoMy, OKOHUMII 3a]]a4y U CHOBA CTaJl BHITUPATh PYKH, a EKOB, yIbI0asch ¥ OAIPHI-
r'vBasi Ha X0y, OTIPABUJICS HA CBOE MECTO.

— X Thl! — 3amenTan OH, ycaxkuBasAch pAgoM ¢ POMOMN U yK KCTAaTH TOJKas €ro KyJIakOM B
60k. — Yero He Moxkerb! Beero-to Gapeiiia cKobKO? TPUALIATH KOTIEEK . .. a PA3HOCYMKOB — JIBOE. . .
OVH TOJTyYMJI CEMHA/ILIATh — HY, CKOJIBKO APYroun?

— 3Hao 1, — menotom oreeTus1 Poma, yyBCTBYs cedsi CKOH(YKEHHBIM U paccMaTpuUBasi JIMIO
CMoiMHa, CTENIEHHO BO3BPALIABILETOCs Ha CBOE MecTO0. EMy He MOHPaBUIIOCHh 3TO JIMLIO — KPYIJIOE,
MECTPOE OT BECHYIIIEK, C TOTyObIMU IIa3aMHU, 3aILIbIBIIUMHU KHUPOM.

A Ex0B OOJIBHO IIUIIAJ €My HOTY M CIIpalIiBaJ:

— To1 yeit coa — [lanoro?

- Ja...

— Wmb. .. Xouemn, s1 TeOe Bceraa MojicKa3pBarh Oymy?

— Xouy...

— A yt0 gaip 3a 310?

®doma nogymai u ClipoCuJI:

— A THI 3Haemb caM-To?

— 4?7 §1 — nepBbIN YYEHUK. ..

— Bpl, Tam! E3KOB — OIATH Tl pa3roBapuBaelllb? — KPUKHYJ YUUTENb.

EX0B BCKOYMI Ha HOTM U OOMKO CKas3al:

— 310 He 1, IBan Anapeny, — 310 ['opnees!

— O0a oHU HIemYyTCsl, — HEBOZMYTUMO 00BsIBIIT CMOJIHH.

7KaioOHO CMOPIIVB JIMIIO M CMEIITHO IUIeNast CBOEH OOJBINON TYOOH, yUUTEh MTOKYPHIT BCEeX
MX, HO €r0 BBIrOBOP He nomernan ExoBy ToT4ac ke CHOBA 3alleNTarh:
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— Jlagno, CmonuH! ¢ Tebe mpurioMHIo 3a s6ey. ..

— A TBI 3a4eM CBJTMBAEIIIb HA HOBEHBKOTO? — HE IOBOPAYMBasi K HUM T'OJIOBBI, TUXO CIPAITUBAJT
CMmonuH.

— JlagHo, maguo! — mmren Exos.

doma Momyal, UCKOca MOMISIBIBAS HAa IOPKOTO COCea, KOTOPbIA OJHOBPEMEHHO U HPaBUJICS
eMy, ¥ BO30yXJaJl B HeM KeJlJaHUe OTOIBUHYTHCS OT HEro nojassiie. Bo Bpemsi mepeMeHsl OH y3Hau
ot ExoBa, uto CMOJIMH — TOKe O0TraThlii, ChIH KOKEBEHHOTO 3aBOIYMKA, a caM EXOB — ChIH cTOpOX)a
13 Ka3eHHOM MaJaThl, OeqHSAK. DTO OBUIO SICHO MO KOCTIOMY OOMKOr0 MaJIbuMKa, CIIUTOMY U3 Cepou
OyMazed, yKpallleHHOMY 3arjiaTaMHi Ha KOJIEHsIX U JIOKTSIX, MO ero OJieHOMY, TOJIOHOMY JIHILY, O
BCEIl MaJICHbKOM, YIJIOBATOM U KOCT/Is1BOM (purype. ['oBopuit Exx0B MeTa/IlIMUECKUM aJIbTOM, MOSICHSIS
CBOIO peub IpUMacaMH U KECTaMHU, ¥ 9aCTO YHOTPeOJIsiI B peUr CBOU CJIOBA, 3HAUEHUE KOTOPBIX OBLIO
W3BECTHO TOJILKO €MY OTHOMY.

— M1 ¢ To60ii Gynem ToBapHIIH, — 00bsIBUI OH Pome.

— A TBI 3a4eM JaBeya YUMTeNI0 Ha MeHs NOXaJloBaiICcs? — HaloMHMI emy [opzaeeB, nmogo3pu-
TEJIbHO KOCSICh Ha HEro.

— Bort! YUro Te6e? Tl HOBEHbKHIA 1 OOTATHIH, — C OOTATHIX YUUTENb-TO HE B3BICKUBAET. .. A 5 —
OenHbIll 00BEI0OH, MEHSI OH He JIIOOUT, IIOTOMY UTO s O30PHHYAI0 M HUKAKOTO MOJAapKa He TPUHOCHIT
emy... KaOsl s 10X0 yunsicst — oH Obl IaBHO YK BBIKJTIOUMII MeHs. Thl 3HaeIllb — s OTCIO/Ia B THMHA3UIO
yiay... KoHuy BTopoii Kjacc v yiiy... MeHs y TYT OIUH CTYJEHT IPUTOTOBIIsET. .. TaMm 51 Tak Oymy
YUUTbCS — TOJIBKO JEPKUCh! A y Bac Jiomaieil CKOJIbKO?

— Tpu... 3auem Tebe MHOTO yunThes? — cripocus Poma.

— IoTomy 4TO — 51 OEAHBIN. .. BeTHBIM HYKHO MHOTO YUHUTBCSI, OT STOTO OHU TOKE OOraThIMU
CTaHyT, — B JIOKTOpA MOW/IyT, B YUHOBHUKH, B opuriepsl. .. 5 Toxe Oymy 3BsikapeM... cadms Ha OOKy,
IITOPbI HA HOTaX — APbIHb, IPbIHB! A ThI yeM Oyenib?

— H-ne 3Ham0!.. — 3agymunBo ckazan Poma, pa3isiibiBasi TOBAPUILIA.

— TebGe HuyeM He HAAO OBITh. .. A TOTyOeH Thl TOOUIIIH?

— JIo6mo. ..

— Kakoii To1 pypibira! V-y! O-o! — nepenpaszuusan ExoB MeaneHHy1o peub @ombl. — CKOJIBKO
y Te0si ronyoei?

—V mend Her...

—9x To1! Borarbii, a He 3aBelt roy0Oe. .. Y MeHs ¥ TO TPU eCTh, — CKOOAph OJIMH, JIa TOTyOKa
nierasi, j1a Typmas... KaObl y MeHs1 oTer| Obl1 Oorathiil, — 51 ObI CTO ToyOel 3aBe U BCce Obl TOHSLT
el feHs. Yy CMonHa ecth rotyou — xoporue! YeThpHaaIaTh, — TYpMaHa-TO OH MHE TIOJIapyIL.
TosbKO — BCe-TaKu OH JKaJHBIN. .. Bee OoraTbie — kanHbie! A Thl TOXE — KaJIHbIN?

— H...ne 3nat0, — HepemmTenbHO ckazan Poma.

— Tw1 npuxonu k CMoONMHY, BMecTe Bce Tpoe U OyJieM TOHSTb. . .

— JlagHO... eXenu MeHs IyCTAT. ...

— PasBe oren-to He moouT Teds1?

— Jlobur.

— Hy, Tak myctut... ToNbKO Thl HE TOBOPH, UTO U 51 TOXKE MOy, — CO MHOM, IOXaTyH, U B3a-
MpaBay He MyCTUT... Thl ckaxku — Kk CMoMHy, MoJ1, rmyctute. .. CMmonuH!

[Nomorien TOACTHI MaJIBUMK, U EXOB MPUBETCTBOBAJ €10, YKOPU3HEHHO IMOKAYMBast TOJIOBOM:

— DX Tbl, ppukuid s0eqHuK! He cTouT ¢ ToO0# U APYKUTHCS, — OYIbIKHUK !

— Yto TH pyraemibcsi? — CHOKOMHO cripocn CMomuH, pasmisiasiBas PoMy HEMOOBHKHBIMU
rJ1a3amMH.

— $1 e pyraioch, a mpaBay roBopio, — noscHui ExX0B, Bech MOIEpruBasich OT OKHMBJICHUS. —
Coymaii! Xots Thl ¥ KHCeJb, a — J1aJHO YK ! B BockpeceHbe nociie o0eHu 5 ¢ HUM Uy K Tede. ..

— Ilpuxonute, — KuBHYJ ronoBoii CMOJHH.
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— Ipunem... CKOpo yk 3BOHOK, MOOETy YMka MpoaaBaTh, — 00bsBUI EXOB, BRITACKUBAs U3
KapMaHa MITaHWIIEK OyMasKHBIN MAKeTUK, B KOTOPOM OMJIOCH UTO-TO *kMBOe. M OH mcye3 co aBopa
YUWINIIA, KaK PTYTh C JIAJIOHH.

— Ka-akoii on! — ckazan Poma, NopaxeHHbI KUBOCThI0 EsKOBa M BOMPOCUTENBHO TJIsAs HA
CmosnuHa.

— JIOBKMIA, — MOSICHWIT PHIKUN MaJIbUMIK.

— U Becemnwiin, — modasun doma.

— U Becenwiii, — cornacuicsa CMoIHH.

[ToToM OHM MOMOJTYAITH, OTJISI/IBIBAST IPYT JIpyTa.

— Ipunenis ko MHE ¢ HUM? — CITPOCHJT PHIKUM.

— Ipuny...

— IIpuxonu... ¥ MeHs xopouo. ..

®doma HUYero He ckazai Ha 310. Torma CMOIUH CIIPOCHIT €ro:

—V 1ebs1 MHOTO TOBapHIIIECH?

— Huxoro Her...

— ¥V MeHs ToXe JI0 YYWJIHIIA HUKOTO He OBUIO. .. TOJIBKO OpaThs IBOIOPOIHBIE. .. BOT Temeps y
TeOs1 OyIyT cpasy JBOE TOBAPUIIIEH. . .

— Ia, — ckazan ®oma.

— Korpa ects MHOTO TOBapuiiei — 310 Beceso. .. M yauthbces Jierde — moackas3pIBaooT . . .

— A Tbl XOpOUIO YYHIIbCS ?

— 41 — Bce XopoIo jienan, — CIOKOMHO ckazai CMOJIHH.

3aapede3xay 3BOHOK, TOYHO UCITYTaHHBIA ¥ TOPOIUIMBO MOOEKABIIHIA Ky/Ia-To. ..

Cups B mkone, PoMa mouyBcTBOBa ceOst CBOOO/IHEE U CTaJl CPABHUBATH CBOMX TOBApUIIIEH
C IpyruMH Majbuvikamu. Bckope OH Haies, uto 00a OHU — caMble JIydIllie B IIKOJIE W MEePBHIMU
OpocaioTcs B 1133, TaK ke pe3Ko, Kak 3TH JBe HUMPHI 5 1 7, He CTepThIe ¢ YePHOU KJIACCHOM JTOCKHU.
N ®ome cTaio mpuATHO OTTOTO, YTO €r0 TOBAPHIIH JIyUIlle BCEX OCTATbHBIX MaJILYUKOB.

M3 1mkosel OHK TpoOe MOILIM BMeCTe, HO EKOB CKOpO CBEpHYJ B KAKOU-TO Y3KHi MEPeyJIoK.
CmonuH ke 1men ¢ PoMoit BILIOTh JI0 €ro AoMa U, MPoIIasch, CKa3at:

— BoTt BuuIIb — ¥ XOIUTh HaM BMecTe !

Homa ®oMy BCTPETHIIM TOPKECTBEHHO: OTEIl MOJAPUIT MATTBUKKY TSKEYI0 CepeOPSHYIO JIOKKY
C 3aTeUJIMBBIM BEeH3eJIeM, a TeTKa — Imapd cBOero BsA3aHbs. Ero sxmam odenarh, MPUroTOBIIIN JIIOOU-
Mble M OJTI0/Ia ¥ TOTYAC Ke, KaK TOJBKO OH Pa3fesics, YCaaWIM 3a CTOJ M CTAJIM CIIPAIIUBaTh.

— Hy 4ro, noHpaBwiock B yurmuiie? — cnpammsai VrHar, ¢ JIoOOBbIO I HA PyMsSHOE U
OXHBJICHHOE JIMIIO ChIHA.

— Huuero... CnaBHo! — orBevan doma.

— Mutblii ol MOH! — yMWIEHHO B3fbIXada TeTKa. — Thl, CMOTPH, TOBApUIIIAM-TO HE MOJIa-
Baiics... UyTb OHU U4eM OOUJAT TeOsl, THI cefiuac YIUTEITI0 U CKaKH MPO HUX. ..

— Hy, ciymaii ee! — yemexnysicst Urnar. — Dtoro He jienait Hukorga! Cam co BCIKMM OOWTYH-
KOM CTapaiicsi ypaBUThCs, CBOEH pyKoy Hakaxu! PebATHIKK-TO Xoporue?

— la, — ®oma ynmeiOHysICs, BecriomuHas 00 ExxoBe. — OnuH Takoit Ooikuil — 6ena!

— Yeii TakoB?

— Cropoika ChIH. ..

— Boek, ropopuiiib?

— Crpacrs!

— Hy — 6or ¢ num! A gpyroii?

— A 1pyroit — pel-uxuil Bechb... CMOJUH. ..

— A! Murpus MBaHblua CbiH, BUIHO... DTOTO JAEPKUCh, KOMIIAHUS Xopoulas... Murpuii —
YMHBI MYKUK... KO CHIH B HEero — 31o jagHo! Bor apyroi-to... Tel, ®oma, BOT UTO: THI MPH-
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I71aCH-Ka MX B BOCKPECEHbE B TOCTH K cede. 1 KyIumio rocTuHIIeB, yromarhb Tol X Oyzenb. .. [lors-
UM, KaKue OHH. ..

— B Bockpecenbe-to CMonuH MeHs K cede 30BeT, — 00bsiBr Poma, BOMPOCUTENTBHO BIIJISTHYB
Ha OTIIA.

— Wb T81... Hy, noau! 1o Huvero, noau. .. [IpucmarpuBaiics, Kakue ecTh JIIOAW Ha 3eMJIe. . .
OpnuH, 6e3 Apy)Obl, He TPOXUBEIIb. .. BOT 51 C TBOUM KPECTHBIM JBAIATh JIET C JIUIIKOM APYXKY —
MHOTMM OT YMa €ro Mornoib30Bajicsi. Tak ¥ Tbl, — cTapancs JpyXUTb C TEMH, KOTOpPBIE JTydllle, yMHee
Te0s1... OKOIO XOpOIero YejaoBeKa MOTPelIbesl — Kak MeiHask Komeika o cepedpo — 1 cam 3a JBY-
I'PUBEHHBII coiiens. .. — U, cMesich cBoeMy cpaBHeHMIO, IrHaT no6aBumit: — 1o — 1ryuy si. Ctapaiics
HE TOJJIeJIbHBIM, & HACTOSIIIIM OBITh. .. YM UMe XOTh MaJIeHbKHA, Ja CBOM. .. UTO, ypOKOB-TO MHOT'O
3agam Tede?

— MHoro! — B30XHY/I MAJIbUUK, M B3[JOXY €T0 OTKJIMKHYJIACh TSDKEJIBIM B3[I0XOM TETKa. . .

— Hy — yun! Xyxe apyrux B Hayke He Oyap. Xola ckaxy TeOe BOT YTO: B yUMJIHIIE, — XOTh
ABaLATh MATH KJIACCOB B HEM Oy/ib, — HHYEMY, KpOMe KaK MHCaTh, YATATh Jja CUUTATh, — HE HAy4YaT.
[mynocTsiM pa3HBIM MOXHO ellie Hay4uuThCsl, — HO He Jail Tedbe Oor! 3anopio, exenu 4yTo... Tabak
KypHTh OyZellib, IyObl OTPEKY. ..

— Bora nomuu, ®omyiika, — cka3zana Tetka. — ['ocriosa Harero, cMoTpu, He 3a0ypb. . .

— 3710 BepHO! Bora u popuTtesns —yru! Ho s mpo To Xo4y cka3aTb, 4YTO KHUTU-TO yueOHbIE — eTI0
ere majoe. .. Hy)xHbl oHUM TeOe, Kak IUIOTHHUKY TOTOp Ja pyOaHOK; OHM — MHCTPYMEHT, a TOMY, KaK B
JIeJI0 ero yIoTpeOuTh, — THCTPYMEHT He HayuuT. [ToHsn?.. CkaxkeM Tak: JaH IJIOTHUKY B PYKH TOTIOP
¥ JIOJDKEH OH UM oOTecath OpeBHO. .. Pyk Ja Toropa TyT Masio, HaJio elie yMeThb yAapuTh IO JepeBy, a
He 110 Hore ce0e. .. BBIXOAUT, 4TO OMHUX KHUT MaJIO: HAJIO eIlle YMEHbe MOIb30BaThCs UMHU. .. BOT 310
YMEHbE M €CTh TO CaMOe, UTO Oy/IeT XUTpee BCAKMX KHHT, 2 B KHUTax O HEM HAYEro He HAMCaHo. . .
Srtomy, Poma, HAJIO yUUTHCS OT CaMOU OT KM3HU. KHHTa — OHa Belllb MepTBasi, ee Kak Xouellb OepH,
PBU, JIOMail — OHA HE 3aKPUYHUT. .. A KU3Hb, YyTh ThI 110 HEH HEBEPHO IIArHYJI, HETIPABUILHO MECTO
B Hell cebe 3aHs1I, — THICSYBIO TOJIOCOB 3a0peT Ha Tebsd, J1a ellle W yIapuT, C HOT COObET.

doma, 0OIOKOTACH Ha CTOJ, BHUMATEIBbHO CIIyIIA OTLA W, TIOJ] CHJIbHBIE 3BYKHM €r0 roJjoca,
MIPE/ICTaBIISLI ceOe TO TUIOTHUKA, 0OTECHIBAIONIETO OPEBHO, TO ceOs1 CAMOT0: OCTOPOKHO, C MPOTSHY-
THIMU BIIEPE/l PyKaMH, 1O 3bIOKOH TIOYBE OH TMOJKPAJbIBAETCS K YEMY-TO OTPOMHOMY M )KUBOMY U
JKeJIaeT CXBATUTh 3TO CTPAIHOE YTO-TO. ..

— YenoBek j10KeH ceOst Oepeub TSl CBOETO Jefia M Iy Th K CBOEMY JIeJTy TBEpIO 3HaTh. .. Yesno-
BeK, Opar, TOT e JIOIIMaH Ha CyaHe... B mMonomocTy, Kak B MojioBonbe, — uau npsmo! Besne tebe
nopora... Ho — 3Haii Bpemsl, Korza 1 3a IpaBek B3AThCs HAIO... Boga cOblia, — Tam, Msau, Meb,
TaM Kapya, TaM KaMeHb; BCE 3TO HaJ0 YCUMTaTh M BOBPEMsl OOOMTH, YTOOBI K MPUCTAHU JIOTUIBITH
LEJIOMY. ...

— S nombIBY! — cKa3as MajbuMK, YBEPEHHO W TOPIO TSI Ha OTIIA.

— Hy? Xpabpo roopuins! — UrHat 3acmesiicsi. U TeTka Toke JTACKOBO 3acMesiiach.

Co Bpemen# noe3aku ¢ otiioM 1o Bonre Poma cran 6onee O0WKKUM U pa3srOBOPUYMBBIM C OTIIOM,
TeTkor, MasikunbiM. Ho Ha ynmiie uiam rae-Huyns B HOBOM JIs1 HETO MECTe, TIPU UyKHUX JIIOASX, OH
XMYPHJICSI M TIOCMATPHUBaJl BOKPYT ceOsl MOAO3PUTETHHO U HEJOBEPUYMBO, TOYHO BCIOY UyBCTBOBA
YTO-TO BpaXAeOHOE eMy, CKPBITOE OT HEro U MojcTeperaloliee.

Hovamu uHOrma OH BIPYT MPOCKHIIAJICS U MOAONTY MPUCTYIIMBAICS K TUIIUHE BOKPYT, MpU-
CTaJILHO paccMaTpuBasi TbMy HIMPOKO PACKPHITBIMU I1a3amMu. [Ipes HUM peTBOPSIIMCH B 00pasbl U
KapTUHBI pacckasbl oTra. OH He3aMeTHO Uil ce0s MyTal UX CO CKa3KaMM TEeTKU M CO3/1aBaJl Xaoc
COOBITHI, B KOTOPOM SIpDKHE Kpackd (paHTa3uy NMPUYYAIMBO MEPEIUIETAINCh C CYpPOBBIMU TOHAMU
AENCTBUTENILHOCTU. [10Ty4anock 4To-To OrpOMHOE, HETIOHSITHOE; MAJIbUMK 3aKPhIBAJI IJ1a3a, THAJ OT
ce0s1 Bce TO U XOTe Obl OCTAHOBUTH MI'Py BOOOpakeHH I, MyraBiylo ero. Ho on 6e3ycneniHo meitaics
YCHYTh, a KOMHAaTa BCE TeCHee HaIOJHSIACh TEeMHBIMU 0oOpa3amu. Toraa oH TUXO OyIul TeTKY:

—Tera... A terd...

27



M. Topekuii. «®oma ['opneeB»

— Yt0? Xpucroc ¢ TOOOH. . .

— 51 mpuny k tebe, — mentan Poma.

— Iomrro? Criu-ka, MutyIa Mosi. .. CIH. ..

— 51 6o10ch! — co3HaBAJICS MATBUHIK.

— A TBI IpOUUTAil Mpo cedst «1a BOCKpecHeT bor» u nepecranenis 00AThCS-TO.

®domMa JIeKUT C 3aKPHITHIMU I71a3aMU M YMTAET MOJIUTBY. TUIIIMHA HOUM PUCYETCS TIpe]l HUM B
BUzIe OeCKpaiiHero MpoCTpaHCTBA TEMHOUM BOJIbI, OHA COBEPILICHHO HETOIBHKHA, — Pa3JIHJIach BCIOLY
Y 3aCThUIa, HET HU PsiOW Ha Hell, HA TeHU JIBWKEHHWS, ¥ B Hel TOXXe HEeT HUYero, XOTs oHa Oe30HHO
r1yooka. OYeHb CTPAIIHO CMOTPETh OJIHOMY OTKYHA-TO CBEPXY, U3 ThbMBI, Ha 9Ty MEPTBYIO BOLY. ..
Ho BoOT pa3zmaercst 3ByK KOJIOTYIIIKM HOYHOTO CTOPOKA, ¥ MaJbUMK BHUIUT, YTO TIOBEPXHOCThH BOJIBI
B3JIparvBaeT, Mo Hel, MOKPhIBas ee psAObI0, CKauyT KPYIJIble, CBETIbIE IAPHKU. .. YIap B KOJIOKOJ Ha
KOJIOKOJIbHE 3aCTaBJISIET BCIO BOY BCKOJIBIXHYThCSI OJJHUM MOTYUYMM JIBUKEHUEM, M OHA JIOJTO TIABHO
KOJIBILIIETCS OT 9TOTO y/apa, KOJIBIIETCS U OOJIBIIOE CBETJIOE MSATHO, OCBEIIAET €€, PaCIIUpsIeTCs] OT
ee IeHTpa Ky/a-To B TEMHYIO J1ajib U OefqHeeT, TaeT. CHOBA TOCKJIMBBI U MEPTBBIN MOKON B 3TOM
TEMHOM ITyCTBIHE. ..

— Ter4... — ymonsone wenyer Poma.

— AcuHbKku?

— 41 k Tebe mpuny...

— Jla uau, uay, ponHyIa mMos. ..

[NepeOpaBiuch Ha OCTENb K TETKE, OH )KMETCS K Hell U IPOCHT:

— Pacckaxu uyto-HUOY . . .

— Houblo-TO? — COHHO MPOTECTYeT TeTKa.

— Iloxa-anyiicra. ..

Ee ne npuxonutcs gonro npocuts. [o3eBbiBasi, OCUIIIIIMM OT CHa TOJIOCOM, CTapyXa, 3aKpbIB
I71a3a, pa3MEpEHHO FOBOPUT:

— U BoT, cymapb Thl MOWi, B HEKOTOPOM I1apCTBE, B HEKOTOPOM TOCYIAPCTBE KUITA-ObLIH MYK
12 KeHa, 1 ObUTH OHU OeHble-TipedeHble!.. YK Takve-TO pa3HeCYaCTHbIE, YTO U €CTh-TO UM OBbLIO
Heuero. [ToxoasT 3To OHU 10 MUPY, AAYT UM T/ YePCTBYIO, 3aBAJIAIIYI0 KOPOUKY, — TEM OHH JAE€Hb U
CHITBHL. V1 BOT pOIMIIOCh Y HUX JWTE. .. POJWIIOCH TUTE — KPECTUTh HAJIO, @ KaK OHUM OeHbIe, YTOCTUTh
¥M KYMOB JIa TOCTE HeueM, — He UJeT K HUM HUKTO KpecTuTh! OHU U TaK, OHU U CSIK, — HET HUKOTO!..
N B3momuuck onu toraa ko rocnopay: «l'ocrogu! I'ocionu!..»

doma 3HaeT 3Ty CTpAIIHYI0 CKa3Ky O KPeCTHHKe Oora, He pa3 OH CIBIIIAJ ee U ykKe 3apaHee
pucyert npejt coO0i 3TOro KpeCcTHUKA: BOT OH eJIeT Ha OeJIoM KOHE K CBOMM KPECTHBIM OTILY U MaTepH,
elleT BO ThMe, TI0 MyCThIHE, M BUJUT B HEW BCe HECTEPITUMbIE MYKH, KOUM OCYKJICHBI TPEITHHKM. . .
W cApmmT OH TUXUE CTOHBI M TPOCHOBI UX:

«0O-0-0! Yenoseye! cipocH y rocropa, AOJITO JI €Iie MyYUThCST Ham 7»

Torna ManbuMKy KakeTcsi, YTO 3TO OH CaM €/IeT B HOUM Ha OesloM KOHe, K HeMy OOpallieHbl
CTOHBI U MoJieHusi. Cepilie ero CKUMAeTCsl, CJIe3bl BBICTYNAIOT HA IIa3aX, OH KPEeIKO MX 3aKPbLT U
OOUTCS OTKPBITh, OECITOKOWHO BO3SICh B MOCTEJH. . .

— Cnum, IUTATKO MOe, XPpHUCTOC ¢ TOOOI ! — TOBOPUT CTapyxa, IpephiBasi CBOIO MOBECTh O MyKax
JHONeH.

Yr1pom nocne Takoit Houn Poma BCTaBasl, TOPOIUIMBO MBUICS, HACKOPO MWJI Yail U Oexas B
yUWIHIIe, CHAOKEHHBIN CIOOHBIMU U CJIAIKMMHU MAPOKKAMU, — MIX TaM K/1aJ1 BCerja roioqHbIi ExoB,
MUTABIIHICS OT IIEIPOT CBOErO OOraroro TOBAPHIIA.

— IMpunep noxpars? — BcTpeuan oH Pomy, MOBOISI CBOMM OCTpbIM HOCOM. — JlaBai, a To s
yiien u3 oMy 6e3 Hudero. .. [Ipocna, yepr e gepu, — 10 IBYX YaCOB HOUM BCe yumiics. .. Thl 3a1a4u
cnenan?

— He cpenan.

— 2x 18I, Kapamopa! Hy, s1 ux tebe ceituac packaraio!
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BriuBasich B mupor MeJTKUMU, OCTPHIMU 3y0aMU, OH MYPJIBIKAJ, KaK KOTEHOK, ITPUTOIBIBAT B
TaKT JIEBOM HOTOM M B TO e BpeMs pelal 3aaady, opocas Pome kopoTkue (pasbl:

— Bugan? B yac BHITEKJIO BOCEMb BeJiep... a CKOJIBKO YacOB TEKJIO — MiecTh? DX, CIAIKO BbI
emute!.. Illecth, cTasio OBITH, HAJO MOMHOXHUTH Ha BOCEMb... A Thl JIIOOWIIH TUPOTH C 3€JICHBIM
aykom? $1 — ctpactb kak! Hy BOT, U3 mepBoOro KpaHa B IIECTh 9aCOB BBITEKJIO COPOK BOCEMb. .. a BCETO
HAJIVJTA B YaH JIEBSHOCTO. . . IaJIbIIIe-TO TIOHNMAEIIIh?

EsxoB HpaBuiics Pome 6osnbiie, yem CmomuH, HO co CmonrHbiM Poma xui apyxHee. OH yauB-
JISITICS. CIOCOOHOCTSIM M JKMBOCTH MAaJICHBKOTO YeJIOBeKa, BUJEN, UuTo EXOB ymMHee ero, 3aBUI0OBAI
eMy U OOMKaJICS Ha HEero 3a 3TO M B TO ke BpeMs KajeJl ero CHUCXOIUTEIBHON JKaJIOCTBIO CHITOTO
K royioqHOMY. MoxkeT ObITh, IMEHHO 3Ta jKaJIOCTh OOJIbIIIe BCErO JAPYroro Memiajia eMy OTAaTh Mpe/-
MOYTEHNE KUBOMY MAIBUUKY Tlepe/i CKYYHbIM, pbikM CMonuHbIM. ExXOB, mo0s mocMesThes Hajl
CHITBIMU TOBAPUINAMH, YACTO TOBOPHJI FIM:

— DX BB, YeMOJJAHUMKHU C MMUPOKKAMHU!..

doma cepauiicss Ha HETO 32 HACMEIITKU U OTHAK/IBI, 3aJICThIA 32 Cepalle, MPEe3PUTEIHbHO U 3710
CcKaza:

— A TbI — TIOTIpOIIIAKa, HUIIUH !

Kenroe nmuto ExxoBa MOKPBUIOCH MATHAMU, U OH MEIJIEHHO OTBETHJT:

— JlagHo, myckaii!.. A BOT s He OyIy NOJICKa3bIBaTh TeOe — M CTaHEeIllb Thl OpeBHOM !

JIHSI TpU OHU He pa3rOBApUBAJIN JIPYT C IPYTOM, K OTOPUYCHUIO YUUTEIsI, KOTOPBIN JOMKEH ObLI
B 9TH JIHU CTaBUTh €IUHUIIBI U JBOMKH ChIHY BceMH yBaxaemoro Urnara ['opaeesa.

ExoB 3HaJ BCe: OH paccKas3bliBaJl B YUUJIMIIE, YTO y MPOKYpOpa POIMIA TOPHUYHASA, & TIPOKY-
POpoOBa *keHa 00JIHIa 32 ITO MYKa TOPSTINM Kode; OH MOT CKa3aTh, KOT/a ¥ IJIe JIydIlie JIOBUTh epIIeH,
yMeJT JiesiaTh 3arajHyd U KJIeTKU IS TITHIL, OAPOOHO cOO0Iall, OTYEro U KaK MOBECUIICS COJIaT B
KazapMme, Ha yepyiake, OT KOro U3 poauTesiell YIeHUKOB YUUTe b TIOTYYrI CErOIHS MOaPOK U KaKOu
MMEHHO MTOJJAPOK.

Kpyr untepecoB u 3HaHnil CMOJIMHA OrPaHUIUBAJICS OBITOM KYNEUECKUM; PhIKUN MaJIbuMK
JOOUJT ONpeIeNisATh, KTO KOro Ooraue, B3BElIMBasi U OLIEHUBAs WX JIOMa, Cy/a, Jiomajei. Bce 31o oH
3HAJ MOAPOOHO, TOBOPUIT 00 STOM C YBJICUCHUEM.

K ExO0BY OH OTHOCHJICS TaK e CHUCXOOUTENLHO, Kak 1 Poma, HO Oosiee OpykKeCKU U POBHO.
Kaxnpiii pa3, korna ['opaeeB ccopuiicst ¢ ExXOBBIM, OH CTpEeMIJICS IPUMUPHUTD UX, a KaK-TO pa3, Uis
IIOMOM 13 IIKOJIBI, cKazai dome:

— 3aueM ThI Bce pyraeuibes ¢ ExoBbiM?

— A 4T0 OH 60JBHO 3a3HaeTcs? — cepauTo oTBeTIIT Poma.

— To w 3a3Haercs, 4TO Tl YUHUIIILCSA IUIOXO0, a OH Beeraa nmomoraer tede... OH — yMHBIA... A
4yTO OE/IHBIN, TaK — pa3Be B TOM OH BUHOBAT? OH MOXET BBIYUHTHLCSI BCEMY, YeMY 3aX04eT, ¥ TOXKE
Oyzet Oorar...

— Komap oH kakoii-To, — mpeHeOpekKUTeNIbHO cKazan Poma, — MUIIUT, TTUIIUT, 12 BAPYT U YKY-
cur!

Ho B ’u3HU MaJIbYMKOB ObLIIO HEUTO OOBbEAMHSIBINIEE BCEX UX, OBUIM YaChl, B TeUEHUE KOTOPHIX
OHU yTPAYMBAJIM CO3HAHME PA3HMIIBI XapaKTEpPOB W ToyokeHus. [1o BOCKpeceHbsIM OHU BCE TpoOe
cobupaychk y CMONIMHA U, B3/Ie3ast Ha KpbIiry duresis, Te Obula yCTpoeHa OOIMpHAst TOTyOATHS, —
BBIITYCKAJIU TOTyOeH.

KpacuBbie chIThie NITHIIB, BCTPAXUBAS OSJTOCHEKHBIMU KPbLIbSIMH, OJJHA 32 JAPYTOW BBLICTAIN
13 TONTyOSTHU, B PSiJl yCAKUBAIMCH HA KOHBKE KPBIIITH M, OCBEITIIEHHBIE COJTHIIEM, BOPKYS, KPACOBATUCH
nepesi MaJIbuuKaMHu.

— lyraii! — npocun ExoB, B3nparuBasi OT HETEpIEHUSI.

CMOJNVH B3MaxHBaJl B BO3/IyXe JJIMHHBIM IIIECTOM C MOYAJIOM Ha KOHIIE ¥ CBUCTAJL.

Wcnyranneie romyon Opocaiuch B BO3/AYX, HATIONHSAS €ro TOPOIUTUBBIM IIIyMOM KpbUTbeB. U
BOT OHWU IJTABHO, ONKCHIBAsI INIMPOKKE KPYTH, B3BIMAIOTCS BBEPX, B TOYOYI0 ITyOuHY HebOa, IJIbIBYT,
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CBepKasi cepeOpoM M CHEroM orepeHwsi, Bce Bbiie. OIHU U3 HUX CTPEMSATCS JOCTUYb 0 KYyIoja
HeOec MIaBHBIM ITOJIETOM COKOJIA, ITUPOKO PACIIPOCTUPAst KPbLIbsI U Kak Obl HE IBUTast UMM, JPyTye —
UTPaIOT, KYBBIPKAIOTCS B BO3/IyXE, CHE)XHBIM KOMOM MaJaloT BHU3 U CHOBA, CTPEJIOI0, JIETST B BBICOTY.
Bor Bcs cTas MX KakeTcsl HeMOJABUKHO CTOSIIIEH B MyCThIHE HeOa U, BCE YMEHbINAsCh, TOHET B HEMl.
3aKMHYB T'OJIOBBI, MAJTbUMKHA MOJTYA JTIOOYIOTCS NMTHIIAMH, HE OTPBIBAs I71a3 OT HUX — YCTaJIBIX IJ1a3,
CUSIIOIINX THXOHM PaIoCThIO, HE UyKIOM 3aBUCTJIMBOIO YyBCTBA K STUM KPBUIATBIM CYIIIECTBAM, TaK
CBOOOJHO YJIETEBIIIMM OT 3€MJIM B UUCTYIO, TUXYIO 00JIaCTb, MOTHYIO COJTHEYHOTo Oecka. MaieHbKast
rpynmna e/iBa 3aMeTHBIX IIa3y TOYEeK, BKpaIUIeHHasl B CUHEBY HeOa, BJieUeT 3a cO00i BOOOpaKeHUe
nereit, 1 ExoB orpezesnsiet ooimee BceM YyBCTBO, KOTa TUXO M 33 JyMYMBO TOBOPUT:

— Hawm Os1, Gpartiipl, Tak MOJIETaTh. . .

OOberHeHHBIE BOCTOPIOM, MOJYAJIMBO U BHUMATEJILHO OXUIAIONIME BO3BpAICHUS U3 IJTy-
OVHBI HeOa MTUIl, MAJIBYUKH, TUIOTHO MPHKABIIUCH APYT K JPYTY, AATEKO — KaK UX rolyOou OT 3eMIu
— YITA OT BeSTHUSI JKM3HU; B 3TOT Yac OHU MPOCTO — JIETU, HE MOTYT HU 3aBU/I0BaTh, HU CEPOUTHCS;
Yy’K/ible BCeMY, OHM OJIM3KH JIPYyT K JApYyry, O6e3 cloB, Mo OecKy I71a3, MOHUMAIOT CBOE YyBCTBO, U —
XOPOIIIO UM, KaK MTUIaM B Hebe.

Ho BOT rosyou onycTumch Ha KpbIlily, YTOMJIEHHbIE TIOJIETOM, 3arHaHbl B TOTYOSITHIO.

— Bparusl! Afina 3a sonokamu?! — npenyaraet ExoB, BIOXHOBUTENb BCEX WP M TIOXOKICHHI.

Ero 30B U3roHsieT U3 A€TCKUX Iyl HABESTHHOE OyOsIMU MUPHOE HACTPOEHHUE, U BOT OHU OCTO-
POXHO, TIOXOIKOW XMIITHUKOB, C XHIITHOM IyTKOCTBIO KO BCSAKOMY 3BYKY KpalyTcs MO 3aJBOPKaM B
cocennuil can. CTpax ObITh OMMaHHBIM yMepsieTCsl HA/IEKI0M Oe3HaKa3aHHO yKpacTh. BOpoBCcTBO
€CTh TOXe TPy, U TPY/l OMACHbIN, BCE e 3apadOTaHHOE TPYIOM — Tak ciagko!.. M tem craie, yem
OOJBIIIM KOJIMYECTBOM YCUJIMI B3AITO... MalbulKM OCTOPOXKHO Tepesie3alnT yepe3 3a00p caaa o,
COTHYBIIIMCh, TIOJI3YT K SIONIOHSIM, 30PKO U MYTJIMBO OMIsABIBasich. OT KakA0ro MIopoxa cepama ux
ApokaT 1 3aMeIsioT Ouenre. OHM ¢ OIMHAKOBOW CHJION OOSTCSA M TOTO, YTO UX IMOUMAIOT, U TOTO,
YTO, 3aMETUB, — y3HAIOT, KTO OHU; HO €CJIM UX TOJBKO 3aMeTAT M 3aKpUyYaT Ha HUX — OHHU OyayT
1oBOMBHBL. OT KPUKA OHU Pa3JeTATCs] B CTOPOHBI M UCYE3HYT, a IIOTOM, COOPABILIUCH BMECTE, C TOPsi-
IIIMMHU BOCTOPIOM M YJAJIBIO TJ1a3aMH, OHH CO CMEXOM OYyIyT paccKasblBaTbh JIPyT APYTY O TOM, YTO
YyBCTBOBAJIM, YCJIBIIIIAB KPUK M MOTOHIO 32 HUMH, ¥ YTO CIIyYHJIOCh C HUIMH, KOTJ]a OHU OeKasu 1o
cajy Tak OBICTPO, TOUHO 3eMJIsl Topesia Mojl HOraMHu.

B mnomoGHbIe pazboiinuyby Habern doma BKIIAABIBAT cepilia OoJbIle, YeM BO BCE Apyrue
TMIOXOKIEHHS ¥ UTPBl, — U BEJT OH cedsl B Haberax ¢ XxpadpocThio, KOTOpas Mopaxaia U cepausia ero
TOBapHIel. B uyxux camax oH aepkai ceOsi HAMEPEHHO HEOCTOPOKHO: TOBOPHIT BO BECh TOJIOC, C
TPECKOM JIOMaJ Cyubsi sI0JIOHb, COPBAB YEPBUBOE SIOTIOKO, MIBBIPSUT €ro KyJa-HUOYIb 10 HaIpasie-
HUIO K JIOMY ca/ioBJazenbiia. OnacHOCTh ObITh 3aCTUTHYTBIM Ha MECTe MPeCTYIJIeHHUs He Myraja, a
JMIIb Bo30Y:K/Iala ero — rjas3a y Hero TeMHeJ M, OH CTUCKUBAJI 3yObl, JIUIO €r0 CTAHOBHJIOCH TOPIBIM
1 3716IM. CMOJIIH TOBOPHJT €MY, CKaIlliBasi CBOUM OOJIBIIION POT:

— OueHb yx Tl (popculllb. . .

— 4 ne Tpyc! — orBeuan Poma.

— 3Hao s, 4TO He TPYC, a TOJBKO (POPCAT OOHM TypakH... MoxHO U 6e3 ¢opcy He Xyke Jeso
aenatb. ..

Ex0B ocyxk[1a ero ¢ MHOM TOYKHU 3pEHUS:

— Ecim 1w Oyzienii cam B pyKu coBaThCsl — oM K yepty! S tebe He ToBapuil. .. TeOs noiimaior
Ja K OTIy OTBE/IyT — OH TeOe HUYEro He Cesaer, a MeHs, OpaT, Tak peMHEM OTXJICIIYT — BCE MOM
KOCTOYKH OOMYIATCA. . .

— Tpyc! — ynpsamo tBepaun Poma.

N Bor ognaxapl Poma Obul MoWMaH pykamu mmTadc-kanmurtana YymakoBa, MaJIeHBKOTO M
XYyIEHbKOTO CTapuKa. Hec/lplHO MOAKPaBIIMCh K MaTbuMKy, YKJIAAbIBABIIEMY COPBaHHbIE SIONOKH
3a mazyxy pyOaxu, CTapyK BIENIWJICS €My B IJIEYH U IPO3HO 3aKpUYa:

— INomnascs, pa3doinuk! Ara-a!
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dowme B TO BpeMst ObIJIO OKOJIO TISITHAIATH JIeT, OH JIOBKO BhIBEPHYJICS U3 PYK crapuka. Ho He
noOesxaJt OT Hero, a, HAXMYpUB OPOBHU U CKaB KYJIAKH, C YTPO30H IPOU3HEC:

— Iorpobyid. .. TpoHb!..

— 51 TeOs1 He TpoHY — 51 TeOs1 B onuimio cBeny! Tl ueid?

Storo Poma He OXMAAN, My HErO cpasy Ipomnaia Bcsi Xpabpocts u 37100a. [lyTemectsue B
TMOJTUIIMIO TIOKA3JI0Ch YeM-TO TaKKUM, Yero OTel] HUKOraa He MpocTut emy. OH B3IPOTHYIT U CMY-
[IEHHO OOBSABUII:

—T'opnees. ..

—HW... Urnata MatBeunua?..

- Ha...

Terepb cmyTuics mradc-kanutad. OH BBHIPSMUIICS, BBITISTHI TPY/Ib BIIEpe U 3a4eM-TO BHY-
IIATENILHO KPSKHYIL. [10TOM IJIeun ero OomyCTHIIMCh, M OTEYeCKH BPa3yMHTEJILHO OH CKa3asl Majlb-
YUKY:

— CrpiiHO-c! HacnielHUK Takoro MMEHUTOrO M yBakaeMoro Jjuia... HemoctoitHo-c Baiero
nojioxkeHus... Moxete uaru... Ho ecnm emie pa3 moBTOpUTCS MPOUCIIEIIIEE. .. IPUHYKAEH Oymy
COOOIIUTH BalieMy OATIOIIKE. .. KOTOPOMY, MEXKIy MPOYMM, UMEI0 YeCTh CBUIETELCTBOBATH MOE
nouteHue!..

dowma, HaOmoas 3a UTpoit (PU3MOHOMUM CTAPHKA, TIOHSIT, YTO OH OouTcs oTia. Menommooss,
KaK BOJTYOHOK, OH CMOTpeJ1 Ha YyMaKoBa; a TOT CO CMEITHON BaKHOCTBIO KPYTHJI CeJIble YCHI U TIepe-
MUHAJICSI C HOTY Ha HOTY Tepe] MaJIbuMKOM, KOTOPBIN He YXOIWI, HECMOTPS Ha TAHHOE eMy pa3pe-
IIIeHUe.

— MoeTe uaTH, — TOBTOPHJI CTAPUK U YKa3aJl PyKOH JOPOTY K CBOEMY JIOMY.

— A B oo ? — yrpiomo cripocust Poma U ToTYac ke UCITyTraicsl BO3MOXHOTO OTBETa.

— 3710 5 — momyTII! — YIBIOHYJICS cTapuK. — Haryrath Bac Xoted. ..

— Bl camu Gouteck Moero oTia. .. — ckazan ®oma u, MOBepHYBIIMCH CITUHOM K CTAPHKY, TIOIIIET
B IJTyOb caja.

— Borocs? A-a! Xopomo-c! — kpukHys1 UyMakoB Beiies] eMy, U 1o 3ByKy rojioca doma noHsi,
YTO OOUJEN CTapHKA.

Emy cTano cThiTHO 1 IpYCTHO; 0 Bedepa OH MPOTYJIsT OWH, a MPHUIS JIOMOU, ObUT BCTpEeYeH
CYpPOBBIM BOITPOCOM OTIIA:

— ®owmka! Tel kK YymakoBy B caj jga3ui?

— Jla3uit, — CIOKOMHO CKa3asl MaJIbu¥K, IS/ B I71a3a OTILY.

WrHar, momxHO OBITh, HE KAl TaKOTO OTBETa Y HECKOJBKO CEKYH] MOJIYaJ, MOTaKUBast
6opomy.

— Hdypak! 3auem 1ol 3107 MaJio, 4to jim, Te0e CBOMX SOJOKOB?

doma omycTHII 171a3a ¥ MOJTYaI, CTOSI IIPOTHB OTIIA.

— Bus — creiHO crano! [onu-ka, Exurika atot mondun? S Bot ero mpodepy, Koraa npujer. . .
a TO ¥ COBCEM IpeKpaIly ApyxkO0y-To Bally. ..

— 10 5 cam, — TBepao ckazan Poma.

— Yac ot yacy He jerye! — BOckJaMKHYA UrHar. — [la 3auem tede?

- Taxk...

— KBak! — nepeapasuu orerr. — A Thl YK KOJIM UTO Jieiaelilb, TAK yMel OOBSICHUTD TO U cede
u monsm. .. [Togp cioga!

dowma nofoIIen K OTily, CHACBIIEMY Ha CTYyJIe, U CTaJl MKy KOJieH y Hero, a irHat mosnoxusn
eMy PyKH Ha TUIeUd M, yCMeXascCh, 3arJIsTHYJI B €ro rJia3a.

— CtpigHO?..

— CtpigHO!.. — B3/10XHYB, cKazasl Poma.

— Bort 1o-T0, nypens! [Tozopurib u ceOs 1 MeHs. . .

[TpuxkaB K rpyau CBOEH rojioBy ChiHA, OH TIOTJIAMJI €70 BOJIOCH M CHOBA CIIPOCHIT:
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— Ha 910 310 HYXHO — SIOJIOKHM Yy’k¥e BOPOBATh?

— la — g e 3Ha0! — ckazan Poma cMyleHHo. — Wrpaenib, Urpaeiis. .. Bce OHO U TO Xke...
Hajoect! A 370...

— 3a cepaiie OepeT? — CpoCHJI OTell, YCMeXasiCh.

— beper...

— Mwm... noxany#, Tak!.. Ho, omHako, T1, @oma, — 6pock 310! He TO s ¢ ToO0# KpyTO 000M-
IYCh. ..

— Hukorna s 6osbliie HUKyJa He TMoJie3y, — YBEePEHHO CKa3al MaJbuMK.

— A 9to TH cam 3a cebsl OTBeUaelb — 3TO XOpoIo. TaM rocrmoap 3HaeT, YTo BBIAJET U3 TeOs,
a moka... Hudero! Jleso He masioe, eXeM YeJOBeK 3a CBOW TOCTYIKH CcaM TUIATUTh XOYeT, CBOeH
IKYpo#. .. [Ipyroit Obl, Ha TBOEM MeCTe, COCIIAJICS Ha TOBAPHUIIIEH, a Thl TOBOPHIIL — s caM. .. Tak u
Hasio, Poma!.. Tel B rpexe, Thl U B OTBeTe... Uro, — UyMaKoOB-TO. .. He TOTO... He ynapui 1edsi? — ¢
paccraHoBKo# cripocuit UrHar chixa.

— 51 661 emy ygapui! — criokoitHo 00bsiBUIT Poma.

— MM... — mpombIYalI €ero OTeL.

— 4 ckazan emy, 4TO OH TeOs1 OOMTCS... BOT OH MOYEMY IMOXKAJIOBAJICA... A TO OH HE XOTell
HUITU-TO K TeOE. ..

— Hy?

— Eir-6ory! IlouTtenue, roBOpUT, OTITy MepeaanTe. ..

— 3910 OH?

- Ha...

— AX... iec! Bor, rsam, KakoBbI €CTh JIIOAW: €ro IpadsT, a OH KJIaHseTCS — MO BaM MouTeHue !
[Nonoxum, B3sUIU-TO Y HETO, MOXKET, Ha KOTIEHKY, J1a Belb Ta KOIlelKa eMy — Kak MHe pyOib... U He
B KOTIeKe /IeJiOo, a B TOM, YTO MOSI OHAa Y HUKTO He CMel ee TPOHYTh, eXeJd s caM He Opory. .. Ix!
Hy ux! Hy-xa roBopu — rae Obu1, 4TO BUAEH?

Mautbuuk cen psoM ¢ OTIIOM U MOAPOOHO paccKaszasl eMy BlieuaTieHus qHs. VrHar cymad,
BHUMATEJILHO Pa3IJIsIIbIBast O)KUBJICHHOE JIMIIO ChIHA, M OPOBH OOJIBIIIOTO YeJIOBeKa 3alyMUUBO CIIBH-
TaJIvCh.

— A B oBpare CIyrHyJId Mbl COBY, — pacCcKa3bIBaJl MaJIbUMK. — BoT motexa-To Obina! [Nonerena
9TO OHa, J1a C Pa3JIeTy O IepeBO — Tpax ! axe 3anuinaa, )Kajso0HO TAKOBO. .. A MbI €€ OIATh CITyTHYJIH,
OHa OITATh MOJHSIACH U BCE TAK XKe — MOJIETHUT, MOJIETUT, J1a HA YTO-HUOY/Ib M HATKHETCS, — TaK OT Hee
Mepbsi U CHILTIOTCA!.. YK OHA Tperasach, Tpenaaach MO OBPary-To... HACWIIY T/Ie-TO CIpATAIACh. ..
MBI ¥ UICKATh HE CTAJIA, KaJIb CTAJI0, N30miack Bcd... OHa, TATA, COBCEM ciienas JHEM-TO?

— Crenas, — cka3an Urnat. — VIHOI 4eioBeK BOT Tak Xke, Kak CoBa JHEM, MeUeTCs B *KU3HU. . .
Wiet, ummer cBoero mMecra, ObeTcst, ObeTCsl, — TOJIBKO TIePbs JIETAT OT HEro, a BCe TOJKY HeT... M30-
ObeTcs, n30oeeT, OONMHSET BeCh, Aa C pa3Maxa M TKHETCsS Kyda MOIMaJio, JIUIIh Obl OTAOXHYTh OT
MaeThl CBOeH. .. X, Oefa TakuMm Jiioasam — Oefa, opar!

— A oryero oH# Tak?

— Otuero?.. TpynHo 310 ckazaThb... IHOI — OTTOr0, YTO OTEMHEH CBOEU TOpAbIHEW, — XOUeT
MHOTOT'0, & CHJIEHKY UMeeT c1abylo. .. UHOU — OT TIIYNOCTH CBOEH. .. Jla MAJIO JIM OTYero?..

Tak, geHb 3a JHEM, Me[IEHHO pa3BepThiBaiach ku3Hb PoMbl, B 00IIeM — HeOoratasi BOJIHe-
HUSIMU, MUpHas, TUXast ku3Hb. CHUIbHBIC BlIeUaTIeHus1, BO30yXk/Iasl Ha yac AyIIy MaJTbuuKa, MHOT/IA
OYeHb PE3KO BBHICTYNAIM Ha 00meM (poHE 3TO OAHOOOPA3HOW KU3HHU, HO CKOPO HM3IIIAKUBAJIHCh.
Eime Txum 03epom OblIa JIyliia MaJIbuuKa, — 03¢pOM, CKPBITHIM OT OYpHBIX BeSTHHI JKU3HU, W BCE,
YTO KacaJloch TIOBEPXHOCTHU 03epa, WIH TaJIajio Ha THO, HEHA/IO0ITO B3BOJHOBAB COHHYIO BOJY, WJIH,
CKOJIb3HYB 10 IJIA[IU €€, PACIUIBIBATIOCH IIIMPOKUMHU KPyraMu, HCUe3aJIo.

[Tpocuae B ye3qHOM YUHIIHIIE AT JieT, PoMa, ¢ rPexoM IoroJiaM, OKOHYKJT YeThIpe Kjlacca U
BBIITIE]T U3 HETO OPaBbIM, UEPHOBOJIOCHIM MAPHEM, CO CMYTJIBIM JIMIIOM, TYCTHIMUA OPOBSIMU ¥ TEMHBIM
MyXOM HaJl BepxHeW ryooii. bonbiine, TeMHbIE I71a3a €ro CMOTpENU 3ayMYUBO U HAMBHO, M TyObI
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ObLIN T0-/IETCKU TMONTYOTKPBITHI; HO, KOTJIa OH BCTpEYas MPOTHBOPEYME CBOEMY JKEJIAHHMIO WIJIM UTO-
HUOYIb JPYroe pasipaxaio ero, — 3pauyky PacIIupsLIUCh, TYObI CKJIaJbIBATIMCH IIOTHO, U BCE JIMILIO
MIPUHUMAJIO BBIpaXKEHHE YIPSMOE, peIIuTeNbHoe. .. KpecTHbIN, CKeNTUYECKN YCMeXasiCh, TOBOPHUI
PO HEro:

— Jlis 6a6 o1, Poma, crare Meaa OyJelib. .. HO IMoKa OOJIBIIIOro pa3yma B Tebe He BUIATh. ..

WrHat B3/pIXai Ipy 3THX CIOBAX.

— Tw1 ObI, KyM, cCKOpee TycKas B 000pOT ChIHA-TO. . .

— A BOT IOTON. ..

— Yero roquts? Jlera aBa-Tpu noeeptutcs Ha Bosnre, na u nox BeHer] ero... BoH JIl060Bb-TO
Kakasl y MeHsl. ..

Jlio6oBr MasikuHa B 3Ty MOpPYy YYMJIach B MATOM KJjacce KaKOro-to naHcuoHa, ®oma yacto
BCTpeYaJl e Ha yJIuIe, IPUYeM OHa BCer/la CHUCXOIUTEIbHO KUBaJIa EMY PyCOM FOJIOBKOH B IIETOJIb-
ckoil marnouke. OHa HpaBmiack Pome, HO ee pO30BbIE IIIEKH, BecesIble KapHe I71a3a U IyHIIOBbIE TyObl
HE MOIJIY CrIaguTh y POMBI OOMJHOTO BIIEUATIICHUsI OT €€ CHUCXOAUTEIbHBIX KUBKOB eMy. OHa Oblia
3HAKOMa C KAKUMH-TO TMMHA3UCTaMH, U XOTsI Mex 1y HuMHU Obl1 ExoB, cTapslii ToBapuil, HO Pomy
HE BJIEKJIO K HUM, B UX KOMITAaHUM OH YyBCTBOBaJI ceOsi CTeCHEHHBIM. EMy Ka3anock, 4To BCe OHM
XBAaCTaIOTCs TIepe]] HUM CBOEH YUYEHOCTBIO U CMEIOTCsI HaJ| ero HeBexkecTBoM. Cobupasich y JIioOoBH,
OHM YMTAIU KaKHe-TO KHUKKHU, U, €CJI OH 3aCTaBaJl MX 32 YTEHHUEM WM KPUKJIMBBIM CIIOPOM, — OHU
YMOJIKaJTH TTpU BUJE ero. Bee 310 oTTankuBaio ero. OgHax/abl, Korjaa oH cuaen y Maskunsix, Jliooa
MO3BaJIa €ro TyJIATh B Call U TaM, Ul PAJOM C HUM, CIIPOCUJIA €r0 ¢ TPUMACKOW Ha JIULIE:

— INouemy ThI Tako¥ OyKa, — HUKOT/Ia HA O YeM He TOBOPHUIIIH?

— O yeM MHe rOBOPUTb, €KENU s HUYETO He 3Halo! — mpocto ckazan Poma.

— Yuucep, — ynTtail KHUTH!..

— He xouercs. ..

— A BOT TUMHA3HUCTHI — BCE 3HAIOT 1 000 BCEM YMEIOT TOBOPUTS. .. Ex0OB, Hanpumep. . .

— 3Hamw s ExoBa, — 6onTymika!

— IIpocto ThI 3aBUAYyeNb eMy... OH OY€Hb YMHBIH. .. 1a. BOT OH KOHYMT TMMHA3HUIO — TIOEET
B MOCKBY yUUTbCS] B YHUBEPCHTET.

— Hy, tax 4yro?

— A TBI TaK U OCTAQHEIIbCS HEYUYEM. . .

— Hy, u nyckai. ..

— Kak 310 x0pomio! — nponnyecku BockMKHy:a Jlioda.

— 4 u 6e3 HayKW Ha cBOeM MecTe Oyay, — HacMenuIMBO ckazayl Poma. — U BcsakoMy yueHOMY
HOC yTpY... ITYCTh TOJIOMHBIE YYaTcsl, — MHE He HaJO. ..

— ®u, KaKko# Thl DIIYIIBIN, 3JI0M, — FAIKUIA! — IPE3pUTENIbHO CKa3asla JeBYILKA U YIIIa, OCTABUB
ero ofHoro B cay. OH yrpioMo 1 0OMKEHHO MOCMOTPEJ BCJIe i, ToBe OPOBSIMU U, OITyCTUB TOJIOBY,
MeJJIEHHO HAIlpaBWIICS B IITyOb cajia.

OH HaYMHAaJI TO3HABATh MPEJIECTh OMUHOUECTBA U CIAJKYIO OTpaBy MeYTaHUi. YacTo, TeTHUMH
BEYEpaMH, KOIJIa BCE Ha 3eMJIe OKpAIIMBAETCS B OTHEHHbIE, BO30Y:KAAI0IIMe BOOOpakeHne KPaCcKH
3aKaTa, — B Tpy/b €ro MPOHUKAJIO CMyTHOE TOMJIEHHE O YeM-TO HETIOHSATHOM emy. Cujs rae-HuOyap
B TEMHOM YTOJIKE CaJla WM Jieka B TIOCTEJIH, OH YK€ BBI3bIBAJI ITpejl COO0M 00pa3bl CKA30UHBIX ape-
BEH, — OHM SIBJISLIMCH B 00pa3e JIIoObl ¥ Ipyrux 3HAKOMBIX OapblllieHb, OECIITyMHO MIABAJIH TTEPEel HUM
B BEUEPHEM CyMpake U CMOTpEJIH B IJ1a3a ero 3araJoyHsIMHU B3opamu. [1opoii 3Tu BUaeHUs BO30YXK-
JaJi B HEM TTPUJIMB MOIIIHOW HEPTUU U KaK Obl OMbSIHSLIA €ro — OH BCTaBaN U, PaclpaBisis TUICUH,
TIOJIHOM TPY/bIO, MUJT IYIIACTBIN BO3/1yX; HO MHOT/IA Te K€ BUACHHS HABEBAIM HA HETO IPYCTHOE YyB-
CTBO — €My XOTeJIOCh IIJIaKaTh, ObUIO CTHIAHO CJIE3, OH CIEPKUBAJICS U BCE-TAKU TUXO TUIAKAL.

Orel1 TepIIEIMBO U OCTOPOXHO BBOMJI €0 B KPYT TOProOBBIX JielT, Opaj ¢ coO0M Ha OUpKY, pac-
CKa3bIBaJI O B3SITHIX TIOCTABKAX U MOIPSIAX, O CBOMX COTOBAPUIILAX, OMTUCHIBAN €MY, KaK OHH «BBIIILTA
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B JIIOJI», KAKKE UMEIOT COCTOSIHUSI TeTIEPh, KAKOBBI MX XapakTepbl. Poma ObICTPO YCBOWI [IE7I0, OTHO-
CSICh KO BCEMY CEPbE3HO U ByMUHBO.

— Pacuperaer Ham peneit ajibim Makom!.. — yemexancs Masikun, nogmurusas UrHary.

W Bce-Taku, naxe korga Pome MUHYJIO IEBATHAALATS JIET, — OBUIO B HEM UTO-TO JIETCKOE, HAWB-
HOE, OT/JIMYAaBILIEE €r0 OT CBEPCTHUKOB. OHM CMESUTMCh HaJl HUM, CUMTAs €r0 IVTyIbIM; OH JIepXKajcs B
CTOpPOHE OT HHX, OOMKEHHBI OTHOIIEHUEM K HeMy. A oTily 1 Masikuy, KOTOpbIe He CITyCKaJIU €ro
C IJ1a3, 3Ta HEOIPEJEJIEHHOCTh XapakTepa oMbl BHYIIA/Ia CEPbE3HbIE OIACEHUSI.

— He noiimy s ero! — cokpymerno ropopust rnar. — He Kytut oH, o 6abam OyaTo He nuiseTcs,
KO MHE, K TeOe — IOUTUTEesIeH, BceMy BHUMAeT — KpacHasl IeBKa, He mapeHs! U Beib, KaKKCh, He Ty ?

— Oco00¥ ITynocT! He BUAATh, — TOBOPWIJI MasiKvH.

— IMomu x TeI! Kak OyATO OH JK/IET Yero-to, — Kak IejieHa Kakas-To Ha ria3ax y Hero... Matb
€ro, MOKOMHUIIA, BOT TaK K€ OIIYIbIO XOaua 1o 3emiie. Benb BoH Adpukanka CMOJMH Ha JiBa rojia
crapuie — a oau-Ka Tbl Kakoi! Jlaxe MOoHATh TPYAHO, KTO KOMY Telepb y HUX IojoBa — OH OTLly WU
oTell eMy? YUUThCS XOUeT exaTb, Ha (paOpuKy KaKylo-To, — pyraercs: «X, TOBOPUT, TUIOXO BbI MEHS,
narnaria, yaui. . .» H-ma! A Moii — Hudero u3 ce0st He o0bsiBiisieT. .. O, rocmonu!

— Tw1 BOT UTO, — COBeTOBa7T MasikuH, — ThI CyHb €r0 C TOJIOBOM B Kakoe-HUOYb ropsiiee J1eso!
[TpaBo! 305010 OrHEM NPOOYIOT... YBUINM, KaKKe B HEM CKJIOHHOCTH, €KeJIU IMyCTUM ero Ha CBO-
6omy... Tl otripaBb ero, Ha Kamy-To0, omHOTrO!

— PasBe urto nornpo6oBaTh?

— Hy, Hanoptut. .. motepsienis CKOJIbKO-HUOYb. .. 3aTO OyAeM 3HaTh, YTO OH B cebe HOCUT?

— U Bupsams — otnipasmo A ero, — peri Mrxar.

U Bot BecHoi rHat oTripaBuiI chiHa ¢ IByMs Oapxkamu xJjieba Ha Kamy. Bapxu Ben nmapoxon
«[TpunexHbIil», KOTOPHIM KOMaHOBAJI CTapblid 3HaKOMbI Pomel, ObiBIINIT MaTpoc Edum, — Tenepsb
Edum Wnbny, TpuanaTuieTHU KBaApaTHbIA YeJIOBEK C PHICBMIMU IJ1a3aMH, PACCYIUTENbHBIN, CTe-
MIEHHBII U OY€Hb CTPOTHI KAITUTaH.

[Tnbim OBICTPO U Beceso, MOTOMY YTO Bce ObUTH JOBOJbHBL. POMa ropauiics BIiepBble BO3JIO-
JKEHHBIM Ha HEro OTBETCTBEHHBIM NopyuyeHueM. Edum ObuT pas MpUCYTCTBHIO MOJOJOTO XO3SIMHA,
KOTOPBI He JIesial eMY 3a BCSIKYIO OIUIOIIHOCTh 3aMEUaHuH, YCHAIIIEHHBIX KPEMTKOW PyraHbio; a XOpo-
11Iee HACTPOEHHUE JIBYX IJIABHBIX JIMII HA CYJHE NIPSAMBIMH JTy4aMH Ma1aJ10 Ha BCIO KoMaHay. OTIUIbIB
OT MECTa, TJie TPY3WIKCh XJIeOOM, B anpesie — B MEPBBIX YKC/IaX Masi MapoXo[ yKe MPUObUT K MECTy
Ha3HAYEHHMs U, TIOCTaBUB Oap:ku y Oepera Ha siKopsi, cTai psiaoM ¢ HuMu. Ha dowme niexxana 00s3aH-
HOCTb KaK MOJKHO CKOpee CaTh XJ1e0 U, MOy UYHB TUIATeKH, OTIPAaBUTLCS B [lepmb, re sk 1ai ero rpys
KeJe3a, MpUHATHIA IrHaToM K JOCTaBKe Ha sipMapKy.

Bapxu crany mpoTHB OOJBIIOTO cella, MPUCIOHUBIIEroCs K COCHOBOMY OOpy. Yike Ha JIpyroi
JeHb N0 MPUOBITUH, PAHO YTPOM, Ha Oepery sBuIach IyMHast Tosma 6ad U MyKHMKOB, TIEIINX U KOH-
HBIX; C KPUKOM, C TIECHSIMH OHU PaCCHINAIUCh IO Tarydam, ¥ — BMHT 3aKurena padoTa. CIyCTHBIIHCH
B TPIOMBI, 0a0bl HACHITIAIA POXb B MEIIKH, MYXXHUKH, BCKU/bIBAasi MEIIKM HA TJIeYH, OeroM Oerasu
M0 CXOHSIM Ha Oeper, a oT Oepera K cely MeIJICHHO MOTSHYJIMCh TOIBO/ABI, TSKEJIO HarpyKeHHbIE
JONTOXAAHHBIM XJieOoM. BaObl menu rnecHu, MyXXKUKU IIyTHJIM U BECeJIO MOPYTMBAIMCh, MATPOCHI,
n300pakasi co00I0 OMOCTUTENEN TIOPSIIKA, TOKPUKUBAIN Ha pabOTaBIIMX, JOCKU CXOJ/IeH, Iporuda-
SICh TIOJI HOTAMH, TSDKEJIO XJTIONAJI 110 BOJIE, a Ha Oepery piKaJiu JIOIaI1, CKPHIIENTN TeJIeTH U TIeCOK
T0J1 X KOJIECAMH. . .

ToJIBKO YTO B30ILIO CONHIIE, BO3AYX ObLT KUBUTEIBLHO CBEK, T'YCTO HAMIOEH 3allaxOM COCHBI;
CIIOKOMHAs1 BOAA PeKH, OTpaxkas sicHoe He0O, JJACKOBO XKypuasia, pa30uBasiCh O MbIKU CYIOB U LIETH
siKopeid. Becesblid, r[pOMKMI IIyM TPYyAQ, I0HAasl KpacoTa BECEHHEN MPUPObI, PaJOCTHO OCBEILEHHOW
JIy4aMH COJTHIIA, — BCe OBUIO TMOJTHO OOIpPOM CUJIbI, TOOPOAYITHOW M MPUSTHO BOTHOBABIIEH TyIITy
®ombl, BO30yk/Jasi B HEM HOBBIE, CMyTHBIE OIIYIIEHHUs U keidaHus. OH cujen 3a CTOJIOM Ha TeHTe
napoxoza, i1 yai ¢ E¢pumom 1 pueMIykoM xsieda, 3eMCKUM CITyXKallliM, PhIKEBATBHIM U OJIU30PY-
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KHMM TOCIIONMHOM B 04uKax. HepBHO nonepruBas mjiedamu, MpUeMIMK HaATPECHYThIM TOJIOCOM pac-
CKa3bIBaJI O TOM, KaK rOJIOlaJId KpecThsiHe, HO Poma TII0X0 CIyIIa ero, IMsAAsl TO Ha paboTy BHU3Y,
TO HA JIPyroil Oeper peKu — BLICOKUH, KENThIN, IECYaHbIil OOPBIB, IO KPAi0 KOTOPOTO CTOSUIA COCHBI.
Tam ObUTO OE3JTIOTHO U THXO.

«Hamo Oyzet cbe3muTh Tyga», — nyman ®@oma. A 10 ciiyxa ero Kak OyaTo OTKyJa-TO W3/IajIu
JOHOCHJICS OECTIOKOMHBIN, HEMPUATHO PE3KUH roJIoC MPUEMIIUKA!

— Bbl He noBepuTe — 011110 HaKoHell A0 yxkaca! bbut takoit ciayyait: B Oce K 0IHOMY UHTEIIH-
TeHTY MIPUXOAUT MYXKHUK U TIPUBOIUT C COOOM JIEBHUILY, JIET IeCTHAALUATH. .. «UTo Tede?» — «[la BOT,
TOBOPHT, TIPUBEJT JOUb BalleMy OJaropoauio...» — «3aueM?» — «Jla, MOKET, TOBOPHT, BO3bMETE. ..
YeJIOBeK BBl XOJIOCTOM. ..» — «Kak Tak? yto Takoe?» — «Jla BoAWII, TOBOPUT, BOAWJI €€ IO FOPOAY, B
MIPUCITYTH XOTeJ OT/AATh — He OepeT HUKTO. .. BO3bMHTE XOTh B JII0OOBHMIIB ! » [Tonumaere? OH npen-
JaraeT J04b CBOIO, IonMuTe! noub — B moOoBHMIILI! YepT 3HaeT, uto takoe?! a? ToT, MOHATHO, BO3-
MYTHJICS, HAKMHYJICSI HA MY)KHUKa, pyraercs... Ho MyXuK pe3oHHO roBOpHUT eMy: «Barie Gmaropo-
aue! 94To OHa MHE IO HBIHEITHUM AHsIM? JIUIIHSIS COBCEM. .. a y MEeHsl, TOBOPHT, TPOE MAJIbUHIIEK —
OHM paOOTHHUKM OYIyT, X HaJO COXPAHUTh. .. JIAiiTe, TOBOPUT, NECATh pyOsel 3a IeBKY-TO, BOT 5 U
MONPABIIIOCH C MaJIbUUIIKaMH. . .» KakoBo, a? [IpocTo yxkac, roBopio BaMm. ..

— He xo-po-mmo! — B3goxuy:n E¢pum. — Tak uTo ronog — ckazaHo — He TeTKa. .. Y Opioxa, BUauTe,
CBOM 3aKOHHBI. ...

A 'y ®oMBI 3TOT paccKa3 BbI3BaJl KAKOK-TO HEMOHATHBIM €My OTPOMHBIH U IIEKOYYIIHUIA HHTEpEC
K Ccyap0Oe JeBOUKH, W IOHOIIA OBICTPO CIPOCHIT Y TIPUEMIIIUKA:

— Y0 )e oH, OapUH-TO ITOT, Ky ee?

— Pazymeercs1, HeT! — yKOpU3HEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ IPUEMIIIHK.

— Hy u kyna xe ee nepanu?

— Hamumces 1o0psie Joau. . . IPUCTPOMIIH. . .

— A-a! — npotsHyn ®oma U BAPYT TBEPIO U 3710 OOBSIBUI: — S ObI 3TOr0 My’KHMKa Tak B3ILyi!
Bcio 6b1 poxy eMy pa3Bopotuii! — M OH MoKazas IpUEeMIIUKY OOJIBIIION, KPETTKO CKAThI KyJIak.

— 3a yT0? — 00JIE3HEHHO TPOMKO BCKpPUYAJI MPUEMIIIMK, CPbIBAsI C HOCA OUKH.

— PasBe 3T0 MOXHO — UesloBeKa MpojaBarh?..

— JIuko 3To, 51 coriaceH, Ho...

— la emie — neBymiky! f 6 emy gan necsatsb pyoneii!

[Mpuemmmuk Ge3Ha/Ie)KHO MAaXHYJI PYKOW M 3aMOJTIaJl.

Ero xect cmytin ®omy, OH OTHSUIICS M3-3a CTONA M, OTOWAS K TepujiaM, CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha
nay0y Oapiku, OKPHITYI0 OOMKO paboTaBIel Toymou Jiiojel. [1lym ombsHsII ero, ¥ To CMyTHOE, 4TO
OpOoIuIIO B €ro AyIie, Onpeaenioch B Moryuee KejlaHue caMoMy paboTarh, IMETh CKa304HYIO CHITY,
OrpPOMHBIE TUIEUH U Cpasy MOJOKHUTh HA HUX COTHIO MEIIIKOB PXHU, YTOO BCE YAUBIIIUCH EMY. . .

— IleBenuch — xuBee! — 3ByYHO KPUKHYJ OH BHHM3. HECKOJIBKO TrOJIOB MOAHSJIOCH K HEMY,
MEJIbKHY/IM TIPe/l HUM KaKKe-TO JIUIA, U OIHO M3 HUX — JIMIIO KEHIIMHBI C YepHBIMU TJIa3aMU — Jiac-
KOBO M 3aMaH4MBO YJIBIOHYIOCH eMy. OT 3TOH y/IBIOKH y HETO B TPYAM YTO-TO BCHBIXHYJIO U TOPSTUEit
BOJTHOW TIOJIWJIOCH 1O kuyiaM. OH OTOpBAJICS OT MEpPHI U CHOBA TOJOIIEN K CTOJMY, YyBCTBYSI, UTO
IIIEKU Y HEro TOpsIT.

— Cnymaiite! — oOpartuiicst K HeMy pueMIuK. — TenerpadpupyiTe Bbl BallieMy OTILy, — ITyCTh OH
COPOCUT CKOJTbKO-HUOY/Ib 3¢pHa Ha yTeuKy! Bbl mocMOTpHTE, CKOJIBKO COPUTCS, — & BEe/Ib TYT KaXK bl
¢ynr nopor! Hazo xe 3To monnmarts!.. Hy yx nmanamma y Bac... — KOHUMII OH C €4KOM I'PUMacoM.

— CKombKO cOpOCUTH ? — TPpeHeOPERUTEIHHO U ¢ yaauibio cripocui ®Poma. .. — JKenaere cto myn?
IBectn?

— 910, — Garogapio Bac! — CMyIIEeHHO ¥ PaAOCTHO BCKPHYaJI PUEMINUK. .. — Eciin BB iMeeTe
pago. ..

— 1 — xo3auH! — TBepaO ckazas Poma. — A Ipo OTLIA BBl HE MOKETE TaK TOBOPUTH — U KOPUMUTH
poxu!..
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— V3Bunute! U... s He COMHEBAIOCh B BaIIMX MOJIHOMOYHSX. .. ICKPEHHO Oarogapio Bac... u
BAIIIeTO Manarry OT JIMIA BCeX ITHX JIOICH. . .

Edum omacimBo cMoTpesn Ha MOJIOIOTO XO3sIMHA U, OTTOMNBIPUB T'yObl, TOYMOKHMBAT VMU, a
XO3SIUH C TOP/IBIM JIUIIOM CITYIIAT OBICTPYIO peub MPUEMIIUKA, KPEMNKO MOKMUMABILIETO €My PYKY.

— IBectu! D10 — MO-pyCcCcKu, Moo yesoBek! BoT s1 ceiiyac n 0OBSIBITI0 MyKUYKAM O BaIlleM
noyapke. Bel yBuauTe, kak oHM OyayT OJarofgapHsl. ..

N 0H rpOMKO KpUKHYJI BHU3:

— PeGsiTa! BoT X0351MH XepTBYeT ABECTH MY/OB. . .

— Tpucra! — nepedun ero Poma.

— Tpucra mymoB. .. Criacu6o! Tpricta mynoB 3epHa, peosra!

Ho s¢dexr nonyunncs cnadpiil. MyKMKU TOAHSUTH TOJIOBB KBEPXY ¥ MOJTYA CHOBA OIYCTHIH
UX, PUHSBIIKCH 32 padoTy. HECKOIbKO TOJI0COB HEPEIIUTENBHO U KaK Obl HEXOTS IIPOrOBOPUIIN:

— Cnacub6o. .. dait ebe rocrioau. .. [TokopHeiirie Onarogapum. . .

A KTO-TO Beceso U MpeHeOPEeKUTETHHO KPUKHYJT:

— 910 uto! A BOT exenu Obl BOAYOHKH TI0 CTAKAIIKY. .. OblTa Obl MUAJIOCTh, — MpaBIIIbHAsT! A
XJie0 He HaM — OH 3eMCTBY...

—9x! OHM HE MOHUMAIOT! — CMYILIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI IPUEMIIUK. — BOT s1 Oy OOBSICHIO UM. ...

OH ucye3. Ho ®omy He MHTEpecOBaJIO OTHOIICHUE MYKUKOB K €ro MOJIapKy: OH BUJIEI, YTO
YepHBIE I71a3a PyMSIHOM KEHIIMHBI CMOTPSAT Ha HETO TaK CTPAHHO U NpusTHO. OHM OJ1arofapuiy ero,
JlacKasi, 3BaJv K ceOe, 1, KpoMe HUX, OH HUYEero He BUaJl. DTa KeHIIMHA OblIa OfIeTa MO-TOPOACKOMY
— B OallIMaky, B CUTIIEBYIO KOPTY, ¥ e YepHbIe BOJIOCH! ObLIH MOBS3aHbI KAKMM-TO OCOOCHHBIM I1J1a-
TOYKOM. BbicOKast v ruOKasi, OHa, CUAs Ha Kyde JIpOB, YMHIIA MEIIKH, IIPOBOPHO ABUTAsI PYKaMH,
TOJIBIMU JIO JIOKTEH, U Bce yabibanach Pome.

— ®oma Urnatbuu! — ciibliiiall OH yKopu3HeHHbIN roioc Eduma. — BoibHO yx Thl (hOpCcHYI
IIPOKO. .. HY, XOTb ObI MyI0B MojicoTHU! A TO — Ha-Ko! Tak 4To — cMOTpH, Kak Obl HaM C TOOOM He
TIOTIaJIO O ropdam 3a 3T0. ..

— Otcransb! — kparko ckazan Poma.

— Mmue uto? S monuy... Ho kak ThI elie Mosiof], a MHE CKa3aHO «CJeIu!» — TO 32 HeJJOCMOTP
MHE U TOMAJIET B PBUIO. ..

— 4 ckaxy oriy... — ckazan Poma.

— MHe — 6or ¢ TOOOH... THI TYT XO35IUH. ..

— OtBsikuch, Epum!..

Edum B3noxnayn u 3amomyan. A doma cMOTpes Ha KEHIIMHY U AyMa:

«BoT OBl Taky10 MpoABaTh MPUBEIH. .. KO MHE.

Ceparie ero yyameHHO Ouioch. Byayuu eiie urcTbiM (pU3HYECKH, OH yKe 3HaJl, U3 pa3roBo-
POB, TaliHBl UHTUMHBIX OTHOIIEHUI MYKYMHBI K skeHIIUHE. OH 3HAT UX MO TPYOBIMU U 3a30PHBIMHU
CJIOBAaMH, 3TU CJIOBa BO30OYKJIAJIM B HEM HETIPUATHOE, HO XKrydee JIOOOIBITCTBO; er0 BOOOpaKeHHe
YIIOPHO paboTaso, HO BCE-TAKKM OH HE MOT MPEICTaBUTh ce0e BCEro 3TOro B 00pa3ax, MOHSATHBIX eMY.
B nyie oH He Bepwl, UTO OTHOIIEHUS MYKUHMHBI K JKEHIIMHE TaK MPOCTHI U TPyOBbI, KaK O HUX pac-
ckasbiBaloT. Korga ke, cMesich HaJl HUM, €ro yBepsUId, YTO OHM MMEHHO TaKOBBI M HE MOTYT OBITh
MHBIMH, OH TJTyTIOBATO M CMYILIEHHO YJIBIOAJICS, HO BCE-TaKH JyMaJl, YTO He JUIsl BCEX JIIOIEH CHOIIle-
HUS C KSHITIMHOM 00sI3aTe IbHBI B TAKOW IMOCTBIIHON (hOpMe 1 UTO, HABEPHOE, €CTh UYTO-HUOY/Ib Oojiee
YHCTOE, MeHee Ipydoe 1 OOMIHOE ISl YeIOBeKa.

Terneps, MoOysCh Ha YepHOIIa3ylo padoTHUILY, Poma sCHO OIyIal IMEHHO IrpyOoe BiicueHre
K Hel, — 3To ObLIO CTHIIHO, cTpaniHo. A Edum, cTos psjioM, yBeleBaolie roBOPII eMy:

— Bot 1B Tenepb cMOTpHIIL HA 620y, — TaK YTO HE MOTY s MOT4aTh... OHa TeOe HeM3BEeCTHa,
HO KaK OHa — IMOJIMUTUBAET, TO ThI [0 MOJIOZIOCTH TAKOTO HATBOPHIIIb TYT, TP TBOEM XapaKTepe, YTo
MBI OTCIOIA TIEITKOM TI0 Oepery MoiaeM. .. 1a elle JIaJHO, €KeIU Y HAC IITaHbI 11Tl OCTAaHYTCS. . .

— Yro Tebe Hamo? — cripocust Poma, KpacHBIA OT CMYIICHUS.
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— MHe — HUYero He Hafo. .. A Tede — HaJjo MeHs CIyniaTh. .. [1o 6abbiM /ies1aM 51 BIIOJTHE MOTY
ObiTh yuntenem... C 6a0oii HaO0 OYeHb MPOCTO TOCTYNAaTh — OyTBUIKY BOAKHU €M, 3aKYCHUTh UYero-
HUOY/Ib, TOTOM Tapy MUBA MOCTABb U OMOCIIS BCETO — IGHbIaMH JIai IBYTPUBEHHBIN. 3a 3Ty LIeHy OHa
TeOe BCIO CBOIO JIIDOOBb OKaKET KaK HEeJb3sl JIyYlIlle. . .

— Bpemub 1 Bee! — THXO ckazan Poma.

— f-to Bpy? Kak e 51 MOry BpaTh, €XeJu s 9Ty IITYKY, MOXKET, 0 cTa pa3 nponebBan? Tak
YTO — ThI BOT MOPYYH MHE C Hel 1eJ1o BecTH. .. a? S Tede ¢ Hell 3HAKOMCTBO CKPYYY. ..

— Xopoo. .. — ckazan Poma, 4yBCTBYSI, UTO MY TSKEJIO AbIIIATh U YTO-TO JABUT €MY TOpJIO. ...

— Hy BOT... BeuepoMm s ee U IpuBexy. ..

Briots 10 Beuepa ®Poma Xoaus OTyMaHEHHBIN, HE 3aMeydasi MOUTUTEIbHBIX U 3aUCKUBAIOIINX
B3IJISII0B, KOTOPBIMHM CMOTPEJIM Ha HETO MYKHUKH. EMy OBUIO jKyTKO, OH UyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 BAHOBHBIM
npej KeM-TO, M BCeM, KTO 0OpaIascs K Hemy, OTBedall PUHMKEHHO-JIACKOBO, TOYHO U3BUHSISCH.

Beuepom pabourie, coOpaBImch Ha Oepery y OONBIIOro, SpKOro KOCTpa, CTalv BapUTh yXKHH.
OTOneck KocTpa ynas Ha peKy KPacHbIMH U JKEJITHIMU TISITHAMH, OHH TPETieTa I Ha CIOKOWHOM BozIe
Y Ha CTEeKJIaX OKOH pyOKH mapoxofa, rae cujen Poma B yriy Ha auBaHe. OH 3aBECHIT OKHA U HE 3aKer
OTHsI; caObIil CBET KOCTpa, MPOHUKAs CKBO3b 3aHABECKH, JIET Ha CTOJI, CTEHY U JpOXKaj, CTAHOBSICh
TO sipue, TO ociadeBasi. BbIIO THXO, TOMBKO ¢ Oepera JOHOCKIIMCH HEsICHbIE 3BYKH TOBOpA, J1a peKa
YyTb CJIBIIIHO TJIeCKanach o 6opra mapoxona. Pome Kazanock, 4TO B TEMHOTE, OKOJIO HEro, KTO-TO
MIPUTAWIICS ¥ TIOAICMATPUBAET 32 HUM. .. BOT — MIYT MO CXOAHSAM TOPOILIMBO, TSUKEJBIMU IIaraMu, —
JOCKH CXOJEH 3ByYHO M CEpOUTO XJIIONAOT O BOAY... PoMa CIBIIUT CMeX U MOHWXEHHBINA ToJIoC y
IBepU pyOKH. ..

«He nago!» — xoren kpukHyTh PoOMa.

OH yxe BCTal — HO IBEpPb B pyOKYy OTBOPHIIACH, (PUT'ypa BHICOKOM JKEHIIIMHBI BCTaJIa HA TIOPOTe
1, OeCIIyMHO IPUTBOPUB 32 COOOIO0 ABEPb, HEIPOMKO IIPOrOBOPUJIA:

— Bariormku, TemHo Kak! ECTh TyT KMBOH-TO KTO-HUOYB?..

— Ectb. .. — THXO oTBeTMI DOMA.

— Hy tak — 3apaBctByiiTe!..

W xeHImMHa OCTOPOXHO MOIBUHYJIACh BIIEPE].

— BoT 1... 3aKTry Orons!.. — npeppiBalOIMMCs rorocoM rnoodermman Poma 1, OMyCTUBIIKCH HA
JMBaH, CHOBA MIPUKAJICS B YOI

— Jla HUYero W TaK... IPUCMOTPHUIILCS, TaK U B TEMHOTE BUIHO. ..

— Cagurecs, — ckazaia Poma.

— Capem. ..

OmHa cena Ha iMBaH B JIByX Iarax ot Hero. ®oma Buzen Ojeck ee a3, yabloky ee Ty0. Emy
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA YJIbIOAeTCS He TaK, KaK JlaBeya yJIsloanack, a MHadye — KajloOHO, HeBeceso. DTa
yJIBIOKa 00OIpHUIIa €r0, eMy CTaJIO Jierde JBIIATh PU BUE ITUX IJ1a3, KOTOPbIE, BCTPETUBIIKUCH C €T0
J1a3aMH, BAPYT NoTynurchk. Ho OH He 3Hau1, 0 YeM rOBOPUTH C STOW KEHIIMHOW, M OHM 002 MOTJYaIIH,
MOTYaHUEM TSIKEJIBIM M HEJIOBKMM. .. 3arOBOPHJIA OHA!

— CKy4HO, NO/IU-Ka, OJHOMY-TO BaM?

— lla-a, — orBets1 doma. ..

— A HpaBsITCA JIM HAIIK-TO MecTa? — BIOJITOJI0Ca CIIPAIIMBAIA JKeHIIMHA.

— Xoporo! Jlecy MHOTO. ..

CHoBa 3aMoJT4aIH. . .

— Peka-to, noxaiyii, kpacuBee Boiru, — ¢ ycunuem Boiropoput doma.

— Bruta s Ha Bonre. B CumOupckom. . .

— CumOUpCK. . . — Kak X0 noBTOpr1 Poma, 4yBCTBYSI, UTO OH CHOBA HE B COCTOSIHUM CKa3aTh HU
cnoBa. Ho oHa, I075KHO OBITh, TIOHSIB, C KEM UMEET JIeJI0, — BAPYT OOMKUM IIETIOTOM CITPOCHJIA €T0:

— YT0 Ke ThI, XO35IMH, HE yrolIaelb MeHs?

— Bor! — Bcrpenenyincs ®oma. — B camom aene. .. sxuii ! Hyte-ka, noxanyiire!
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OH BO3WMJICA B CyMpake, TOJIKaJI CTOI, Opasl B pyKH TO OJHY, TO APYTYIO OYTHIJIKY M CHOBA CTABUJT
MX Ha MECTO, CMESICh BUHOBATO M CMYILIEHHO. A OHa BIUIOTh MOJIOIUIA K HEMY U CTOsIIa PSIIOM C HUM,
C YJIBIOKOM IJIs1/1s B JIUIO €My M Ha €r0 JpOoJKallue pyKu.

— Crpiunibes? — BAPYT NPOLIENTaIa OHA.

OH om1yTri ee IbIXxaHUe Ha ILEKe CBOEW U TaK ke THUXO OTBETHUII:

— Ha-a...

Torna oHa MoONOXKIa PyKH HA TUIEYM eMy U TUXOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA ero cede Ha Ipyib, YCIIOKOU-
TEJIbHBIM IIIENIOTOM TOBOPSL:

— Huuero, He CTBIANCE... Bedb — HENb3s1 O€3 TOTr0... KPacaBYMK Thl MOM. .. MOJIOJAEHBKHH. . .
XKAJIKO-TO Kak Teos!..

A eMy MuIakaTh 3aXOTeJIOCh MOJ] €€ LIENOT, CEPALIE €ro 3aMUPAJIO B CJIAIKON UCTOME; KPENKO
MIPYKABILCH TOJIOBOM K €€ IPY/IH, OH CTUCHYIJI €€ pPyKaMH, TOBOPsI KaKKe-TO HEBHATHBIE, cebe caMoMy
HEBEJIOMBIE CJIOBA. ..

— Vxomu, — riayxo ckazan Poma, M B CTEHY IUPOKO PACKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

[NonenoBas ero B I1eKy, OHA MIOKOPHO BCTaJla U BBIIIUIA U3 PYOKH, CKa3aB eMy:

— Hy, npomai. ..

dome OO HECTEPIUMO CTBIIHO TIPY HEH, HO, JIMIIb OHA CKPBLIACh 32 ABEPbIO, OH BCKOUMII U
cen Ha auBaH. [ToToM BCTa, 1maTasch Ha HOrax, ¥ cpa3y BECh HAIOJTHUIICS OLTYIIEHUEM YTPaThl 4ero-
TO OYEHb [IEHHOTO, HO TAKOT'0, MPUCYTCTBUE Y€ro OH KaK Obl HE 3aMeyal B cebe 10 MOMEHTa yTPaTHI. . .
U ToTyac ke B HeM sSIBUJIOCh HOBOE, MY KECTBEHHOE YyBCTBO ropocTé c00010. OHO MOTIOTHIIO CThIA,
¥ Ha MeCTe CThIJIa BBIPOCIIA KaJOCTh K JKEHIIMHE, OIMUHOKO YIIEIIIeH Kyaa-T0 BO ThbMY XOJIOTHOM
Maiickoil Hour. OH OBICTPO BBIIIEN U3 PyOKH Ha ManyOy — HOUb ObLiIa 3Be3/1Hasi, HO Oe3JIyHHasl; ero
OXBaTWJIa POXJIaga v ThMa. .. Ha Gepery elre cBepkasia 30JI0TUCTO-KpacHas Kyda yriei. Poma npu-
CITyIIAJICSl — TIOZIABJISTIONIAS TUIIMHA pa3iuTa ObUla B BO3[yXe, JIMIIb BOJA Kypyasa, pa3OUBasch O
1IeTIM SIKOPEW, U HUTJIE He CIBIITHO ObLIO 3ByKa I1aroB. EMy 3axoTenock 1o3Barh KeHIIMHY, HO OH He
3HaJ ee UMeHH. KaTHO BJpIXasi MMPOKON TPYIbI0 CBEXKUHI BO3/yX, OH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTOSIT Ha
nanyoe, 1 BAPYT U3-3a pyOKH, C HOCA MApOX0/1a, 10 HEr0 JOHECCs Yei-TO B3/I0X, OXOKHUI Ha phlia-
Hue. OH B3POrHYJI U OCTOPOKHO TOIIEN TyJa, TOHUMAs, YTO TaM — OHa.

Ona cuziena y 6opta Ha amy0e 1, IpUCIIOHSICh TOJIOBOM K Kyue KaHata, ryiakaia. Poma Buaesn,
Kak Jpoxainy Oesble KOMbsI ee OOHaKEHHBIX TUIeU, CIIBIIIAN TSKETbIe B3/I0XH, €My CTaJIO TSKeJIO.

HakioHsich K Heid, OH poOKO CITPOCHII ee:

—Yro Th1?

Omna kauHyJ1a roJIOBOM M HE OTBETUJIA EMY.

— Anu s Te6s1 obunen?

— Viinu! — cka3ana oHa.

— Jla kaKk xe? — CMYIIIEHHO U TpeBOXHO roBopmi doma, Kacasicb pyKou ee rojioBbl. — Thl He
CepIMCh. .. BE/lb cama ke. ..

— 51 He cepxych! — 'POMKHM IIIETIOTOM OTBETHJIA OHA. — 3a 4YTO cepauThesi Ha TeGs? Thl He
OXaJIbHUK... YUCTas Thl Jyma! DX, COKOIMK MOH nposeTHblit! Csib-Ka Tl PSIIOM-TO CO MHOIL. ..

U, B3sB Pomy 3a pyKy, OHa ycaauia ero, Kak pedeHka, Ha KOJleH! K cebe, TprsKaia KPerko
TOJIOBY €r0 K I'PYIH CBOEH U, HAKJIOHSICh, HAJIONTO MPUJIbHY/IA TOPSYMMH rydamMu K Ty0am ero.

— O yem TBI TUTAYeEIIL? — cripammBai Poma, I3 OJHOUN PYKOW ee IeKy, a APyrol oOHUMast
IIEI0 KeHIIUHBI.

— O cebe mnauy... [omTo Te OTOCTAT MEHS? — 5KaJOOHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— CTbIIHO MHE CTaNo, — cKa3an Poma, ormyckas ronoy.

— T'ony6umk 161 MO¥! ['OBOpH yX BClO MpaBay — He MOHpaBWIACh 51 TeOe? — CIpochiia OHa,
yCMeXasichb, HO Ha rpyab oMbl BCE naanu ee OOMbIINE, TeTJIble CIIe3bl.

38



M. Topekuii. «®oma ['opneeB»

— Yro T 3T0?! — J@KE C UCIIYTOM BOCKJIMKHYJI MAPEHb U CTaJI TOPSYO0 U TOPOILIMBO FTOBOPUTH
el Kakue-To CJIoBa O KpacoTe ee, O TOM, Kakasi OHa JIJaCKOBasi, Kak €My KaJIKO €€ U KaK CTBIIHO IMpejl
Hell. A OHa ciTyIasia v Bee 11eJ/IoBaJia ero IIeKH, IIelo, TOJIOBY M OOHAXEHHYIO TPY/b.

OH yMOJIK, — TOT/Ia 3arOBOPIJIA OHA, MEeYaIbHO U TUXO, TOYHO MO MOKOWHUKE:

— A s gpyroe nogymana. .. Kak ckazai Thl «yxoau!» — BcTana s U nomuia. .. M roppko, ropbko
MHE C/IeJTaJIoCh OT TOTO TBOETO CJIOBA. .. BrIBaso, QymMan, MUJIOBAIM MEeHS, Jieliesiin Oe3 ycraim, 0e3
OTJIBIXY; 32 YCMEIIKY OITHY, ObIBAJIO, 32 JITACKOBYIO, BCE, YETO MOKeJIal0, JIe/laii. .. BcrmoMHuIa 51 910 U
3artakasa! ZKajako cTaso MHE MOIO MOJIOJOCTD. .. Belb YK€ TPU/ALIATh JIET MHE. .. IOCIeHUE JeHbKU
JUTs1 KeHIUHbl ! 9-3X, ®oma VrHaTheBrY ! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, TIOBBIIIAS TOJIOC U yJalliasi PUTM CBOE
MeByYell pevr, 3ByKaM KOTOPOM KPaCHBO BTOPHWJIO JKyp4aHue Bojbl. — Coyiail MeHst — Oeperu CBOo
mosiofocts! Het Huuero Ha cete nyutie ee. Hudero-to Het gopoxe ee! MonogocTbio, pOBHO 30J10-
TOM, BC€, UTO 3aXOUelllb, TO U cJesaelb. .. JKuBU Tak, YTOOBI Ha CTAPOCTU OBUIO YEM MOJIOJIbIE TOJIbI
BCIIOMSIHYTh... BOT sl BCTIOMHHUJIAa ceOs1 M XOTh TMOIUIAKasia, a pa3ropesioch Cepie-To OT OJHOW OT
namsITy, KaKk npexje xwuia... W onsare nomononena s, Kak )uBor BoAbl nonuia! JIuTaTko Tl Moe
cnankoe! [Torysnstio x 51 ¢ TOOOM, KOJIU TIO HPaBY MPUIILIACK, TIOTYJISIO BO BCIO CHUTYINIKY. .. 9X ! 710 30J1bI
CrOpIO, KOJIM BCTIbIXHYJIA!

U, kpernko npuxas K cebe mapHs, OHA C KaTHOCTHIO CTajIa 1IeJIOBATh €ro B I'yOBI.

— INo-ornsapl-Ba-a-aii! — TOCKJIMBO 3aBbIJT BAXTEHHBIN Ha Oapxke 1, KOPOTKO 00OPBAB «aii», —
Hayasi OUTh KOJIOTYIIIKOM B UyTYHHYIO JIOCKY ... [IpeOe3xkaiue, pe3kue 3ByKH pBAIA TOPKECTBEHHYIO
TUIIMHY HOYHU.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO JHEH, Korja Oapku pasrpy3wIvch U Mapoxoi rotoB Obul uatu B [lepmb, —
Edum, K BeMkoMy CBOEMy OrOpPUYEHHIO, YBUJIEI, UTO K Oepery rmoabexaa Tejiera ¥ Ha Held YepHO-
ra3as [lenarest ¢ CyHIyKOM U KaKMMHU-TO Y3J1aMHU.

— Iouum Matpoca Bemmy B3ATh!.. — npukaszan emy Poma, KrBasi rojloBor Ha Oeper.

YKOopu3HEHHO MoKavyap royioBor, EpuM cepauTo UCTOMHWI NpUKa3aHue U MOTOM, TTOHUKEH-
HBIM T'0JIOCOM, CITPOCHJL:

— Tak uyto — 1 oHa ¢ Hamu?

— Ona — co MHOW. ...

— Hy, na... "He co Bcemu *xe... O, rocnoau!

— Yero B3apIxaelib?

— la, — ®oma UrHateuu! Beb B OOJBINON TOPOJ TUIBIBEM. .. aJTM MAJIO TaM UXHEH CeCTphl?

— Hy, T MOTun! — cypoBo ckazan Poma.

— la 1 cMom4y ... TOJBKO HENOPSIIOK 3TO!

®doma BHYIIUTETLHO HAXMYPHJICS U CKa3aJl KallMTaHy, BJIACTHO OTYEKaHUBasl CJIOBA:

— To1, Eprim, 1 cebe 3apyOu Ha HOCY, U BCEM TYT CKaKH — €KeJIM J1a s1 CIIBIITY MPO Hee Kakoe-
HUOYb TOXaOHOE CIIOBO — MOJIEHOM 10 Oartke !

— Crpaxu kakue! — He noBepu1 EpumM, ¢ J1I000MBITCTBOM MOMIsIAbIBas B JIUIO X03siuHa. Ho oH
TOTYAC e OTCTYIWI Ha 1mar rnpeja PomMoit.

WrHatoB cbIH, KaK BOJIK, OCKAJIMJ 3yObl, 3paYKd Y HETO PaCIIUpPUIIUCh, U OH 3a0paJl:

— Ilocwmeiica! S Te mocmerocs!

Edwum xots1 u cTpycuii, HO ¢ IOCTOMHCTBOM 3arOBOPILL:

— Xoina Bbl, Poma MrHateny, v X0351MH. .. HO Kak MHE CKa3aHo «cieau, E¢um...» u 5 31ech
— KanwraH. ..

— Kanmran?! — kpuknyn ®oma, Bech B3parusas u OnegHes. — A s KTo?

— Tak 4uto — BBI He KpuuuTe! M3-3a mycTsKa, KakoBa ecTb 0ada. ..

Ha 6neqrom juiie @ombl BEICTYNIM KPacHBIE TISATHA, OH MEPECTYIIII C HOTM Ha HOTY, CYIO-
POXHBIM JIBUKEHUEM CHPATAT PYKU B KAPMaHBI MUKaKa U POBHBIM, TBEPIBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3al:
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— Tot! Kariutan! BoT 4T0 — C/IOBO elie pOTUB MEHs CKaxellb — youpaiics k dyepty! Bon! Ha
oeper! S u ¢ normanom nouny. IMowsn? Hamgo muO# TeGe He komaHaoBats!.. Hy?

Edum 6bu1 mopaskeH. OH cMOTpesT Ha XO35IMHA M CMEIITHO MOPraJl IJla3aMu, He HaXO[lsl OTBETa.

— Ious, roBopio?

— Io-ousn, — npotsHyn Edpum. — M3-3a vero mym, oqHako? M3-3a...

— Mosnuats!

Jluko cBepkHYBIIMe 71a3a POMBI, €ro UCKaXeHHOE JIMIO BHYIIVIA KarMTaHy OJIaryio MbIC/Tb
YUATH OT XO35IMHA, U OH OBICTPO YIIIEIT.

OH 6601 301 Ha oMy U cuuTas ceOsl HAITPACHO OOMKEHHBIM; HO B TO K€ BpPeMs MIOUYBCTBO-
BaJI HaJl COOOM TBEPAYIO, HACTOSIIYIO XO3SHMCKYI0 pyKy. EMy, roqamMu mpuBBHIKIIIEMY K MOAYMHEHUIO,
HPaBUJIACh MPOSIBJICHHAS HAl HUM BJIACTh, U, BOW/A B KAIOTy CTapUKa-JIOIMaHa, OH y&Ke C OTTEHKOM
YIOBOJIbCTBHUSI B TOJIOCE PACCKa3all eMY CLEHY C XO3MHOM.

— Bupan? — 3ak/oumi oH CBOM pacckas. — Tak 4To — Xopoliei mopojibl IEHOK, C MepBOM ke
OXOTBI — IOOPBIH Tec... A Bellb ¢ BUAY OH — TaK celOe. .. YeJIOBEUHIIKO MyTHOro yMa. .. Hy, Huuero,
IyCKaii OaryeTcsi, — IypHOTO TYT, BUAATh, He OyJIeT. . . IPH TaKOM ero Xxapaktepe. .. HeT, kak oH 3aopait
Ha meHs1! TpyOa, 51 Tebe ckaxy!.. Cpasy onpenenuics, OyIToO BIACTU U CTPOrOCTH KOBIIIOM XJICOHYI. . .

Edum roopun BepHo: 3a 311 qHM PoMa pe3ko M3MeHWICsA. BCIBIXHYBINAss B HEM CTPacThb
chesaga ero BJIaJbIKON TyIIW U Tesa JKEHIIUHBI, OH KaJHO M OTHEHHYIO CJIaJoCTh STOW BJIACTH,
Y OHA BBIKIVIA M3 HEro0 BCE HEYKJIIOKEe, YTO MPUIABAJIO €My BU MapHsS YrpOMOTo, IIyHOBaToro,
Y HAIOWJIa ero Ceparie MOJIOMOW rOpPAOCThIO, COBHAHMEM CBOEH YeJIOBeUeCKOr JTMUHOCTU. JII0OOBb K
JKEHIIIMHE BCer/ia IIO0TBOPHA /ISl MYKUMHBI, KAKOBa Obl OHAa HU ObLJIa, Jake €CIM OHa JIaeT TOJIbKO
CTpaJlaHusl, — ¥ B HUX BCErJa €CTh MHOTO IIEHHOTO. SIBJSASACH 17151 OOJNBHOTO AYIIIOI CUJIBHBIM SIIOM,
1151 30POBOTO JTIOOOBb — KaK OrOHb JKeJe3y, KOTOPOe X04YeT OBbITh CTAIIBIO. . .

VeneueHre PoMbI TPUIIATHAIETHEN KEHIIIMHOW, CIIPABJIABIIEH B OOBSTHSIX IOHOIIY TPU3HY TIO
CBOEH MOJIOZIOCTH, HE OTPHIBAJIO €T0 OT JeJIa; OH He TepsUICS HU B JIacKax, HU B padoTe, ¥ TaM U TYT
BHOCSI Bcero ceOsi. JKeHImHa, Kak Xxopollee BUHO, BO30YXJajla B HEM C OIMHAKOBOW CHJION JKakK1y
TpyIa U JTIOOBH, ¥ camMa OHa MOMOJIOZIENA, MPUOOIIASICh TIOIETyeB IOHOCTH.

B INepmu ®omy ka0 MACKMO OT KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIM cooOmmast, 4to MIrHat 3armuit ¢ TOCKH
O ChIHE W UTO B €r0 TOfIbl BPEJHO TaK MHTh. [TMChbMO 3aKaHUYMBAJIOCh COBETOM CHEHIUTh C JeJIaMU U
BO3BpaIarbcs 1oMoi. Poma MOYyBCTBOBAI TPEBOTY B STOM COBETE, OHA Oropumiia Mpa3gHUK ero
cepaia, HO B 3a00Tax O Jene U B Jackax I[lemarem sta TeHb ckOpo pactasiia. JKu3Hb ero Tekia ¢
OBICTPOTON PEYHOW BOJIHBI, KAXKIBIA JIeHb TPUHOCUII HOBBIE OILYIICHUsI, TIOPOXK/1asi HOBbIE MBICIIH.
[Nenarest oTHOCHIIACH K HEMY CO BCEH CTPACTHIO JTIOOOBHUIIBL, C TOM CUJION YyBCTBA, KOTOPYIO BJIaraioT
B CBOM YBJICUCHUSI KEHIIMHBI €€ JIeT, JOMK1Bas MOCIeTHUe KAl 13 Jaiiv ku3Hu. Ho mopoii B Helt
npoOy:X/1a10Ch MHOE YyBCTBO, HE MEHee CHITbHOE U elle OoJee MpuBs3biBaloliee K Heid Pomy, — 9yB-
CTBO, CXO/IHOE CO CTPeMJICHHEM MaTepu o0epeub CBOETO JIIOOMMOTO ChIHA OT OIIMOOK, HAYYUTh €ro
MYIPOCTH KUTb. YacTo, Mo HOYaM, CHJsl Ha MaayOe, OOHSBIIMCH C HUM, OHA JIACKOBO U C TIEYAJIbIO
TOBOpUJIA EMY:

— Tol mociymaii MeHs1, Kak CecTpy TBOIO CTapiiylo... Sl skuia, Jiofei 3Halo. .. MHOTO BUZENA
Ha cBoeM Beky!.. ToBapuieit BbIOUpai cede ¢ OrIsiIKON, MOTOMY YTO €CTb JIIO/IU, KOTOpbIE 3apa3Hbl,
Kak 0osie3Hb... Thl U He pa3bepellb CHavYada, KTo OH Takoi? Kaxwuch, yenoBek, Kak Bce... XBaTb
— ¥ nipuctam K Tede 6onssuku ero. C Halel cecTpoil — coxpaHu TeOs mpecBsATas 6Goropoaumal —
OCTOPOKEH Oy/ib... MSATOK THI €Ille, HET HACTOSIIEro 3aKaJia Ha cepiie-To y Teds. .. A JI0 TAKUX, Kak
ThI, 6a0bI JJAKOMBI — CUJIEH, KpacHB, Oorar... Bcero 0osbliiie Oeperuch THXOHbKUX — OHU, KaK TbSIBKH,
BITMBAIOTCS] B MY)KUHMHY, — BOIIETCS U COCET, M COCET, a cCaMa Bce Takasl JIACKOBasl Ja HeskHast. Byner
OHa 13 TeOsI COK MUTh, a cedst cOepekeT, — TOJIHKO JapoM ceprie Tede HaacaauT. .. Thl K TeM OoJblIle,
KOTOpBIE, KaK 51 BOT, — Oolikue! Takue — 6e3 KOphICTU KUBYT. . .

Omna pieiicTButesnbHO ObuTa OeckopbicTHA. B Tlepmu ®oma HakymuI eil pa3HbIX OOHOBOK M 0€3-
nenymek. OHa 00pasoBaIach UM, HO, pACCMOTPEB, 03a00YEHHO CKa3aJa:
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— Tb1 HE OOJBHO TPAHKUPb IEHBTU-TO. .. CMOTPH, Kak Obl OTel-To He paccepauics!.. 4 v Tak. ..
u 6e30 Bcero oo Ted . . .

Vike paHee oHa 0ObsIBUJIA €MY, UTO TIOEJET C HUM TOJIBKO 10 Kaszanu, rae y Hee kuia cectpa
3amyxeM. Pome He BepHUJIOCh, UTO OHA YHIET OT Hero, U Koraa — 3a Houb J10 puoObiTs B Kazanp —
OHa MOBTOPUJIA CBOU CJIOBA, OH TIOTEMHEJ U CTaJl yIpaliMBaTh ee He Opocarh ero.

— A TBI TIpexe BpeMsl He ropiol, — cka3asa oHa. — Eme Houb 1iesas Brepeau y Hac... Ilpo-
CTHUMCS MBI C TOOOH, TOrIa U MOXKaJIeellb, — KOJIM KaJIKO CTaHeT!..

Ho oH Bce ¢ 60onbIMM kapoM yroBapuBall e He TIOKUIATh er0 U HaKOHell 3asiBUJI, YTO XOYeT
JKEHUTHCS HA HEW.

— Bor, BoT... Tak! — 1 oHa 3acMesinack. — TO OT JKUBOTO-TO Myka 3a TeOs1 monay? Mublid Thl
Mo, uynadok! Kenutncs 3axoren, a? Jla pa3Be Ha TakuUX-TO keHATCsI? MHOro, MHoro Oyner y te0s
MOMIOOOBHUII-TO. ... ThI TOrJa KEHUCh, KOT/Ia TIEPEKUIHUIIIb, KOTJ]a BCEX CIACTel HaelbCsl JOChITa —
apkaHoro xjedla 3aXo4eTcs. .. BOT KOrja skeHUch! 3aMedana s — My>KUYUHE 3J0POBOMY, JUIsS TIOKOSI
CBOETO, HY)KHO HE PaHO JKEHUTbCS. .. OMHOU KEeHbl eMy MaJio OyleT, ¥ IOMIET OH TOT/Ia O IPYTHM. . .
ThI TOKEH /17151 CBOETO CYACTbsI TOT/AA JKeHY OpaTh, KOTJa YBUIHIIb, YTO U OJHOU €€ XBATHUT C TeOs. . .

Ho uem Oonbinie oHa roBoprIa, — TeM HACTOMUYMBEE U TBEpKe cTaHOBMIICS PoMa B CBOEM KeJla-
HUM HE PaccTaBaThCs C HEMl.

— A TBI OCTTyIIAK-Ka, 4To 51 TeOe CKaxky, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3asia keHIuHa. — [opuT B pyke TBOei
Jy4uHa, a Te0e 1 6e3 Hee yke CBETJIO, — TaK Thl ee Cpa3y OKYHHU B BOALY, TOIJ/IA U Yay OT Hee He OyzerT,
U pyKU OHa TeOe He 000XKIKET. . .

— He noHumaro g1 TBOMX CJIOB. ..

— A Tl IOHUMAH. .. Thl MHE XyJIOTO He clienial, u 51 Tebe ero He Xouy... BoT 1 yXoxy. ..

TpyaHo ckazaThb, YeM Obl KOHYMIIACh 9T PACIIPs, eciiv Obl B Hee He BMelnasics cnyvaid. B Kazanu
doma nomyun TeaerpaMMmy oT MasikiHa, OH KpaTko MpUKa3blBaJl KPeCTHUKY: «HemenneHHo Bbies-
kall maccaxupckum». Y ®oMbl O0JIBHO CKAJIOCh CEpALIe, U Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO YacoB, CTUCHYB 3yObl,
OJIeIHBI U YTPIOMBI, OH CTOSIT Ha rajiepee Mapoxoja, OTXOMUBILIETO OT MPUCTAHU, U, BLUETHBIIUCDH
pyKaMmu B Mepuiia, HEMOABMKHO, HE MHTasl IJ1a3aMH, CMOTPEJ B JIUIIO CBOEH MUJIOH, YIUTbIBABIIEE OT
HEro BJIaJb BMECTe C MPUCTaHblo U ¢ 6eperoM. [lenares Maxasia eMy IJIATKOM U BCe YJbIOanach, HO
OH 3HaJ, 4TO OHa I1aueT. OT cie3 ee Best rpyapb pyodamku Pombl Oblla MOKpasi, OT HUX B CEp/LIe ero,
TIOJIHOM YTPIOMOW TPEBOTH, ObLIIO TSKKO U XOJIOAHO. PUrypa KeHIIMHBI BCE YMEHbIANACh, TOYHO
Tasiia, a Poma, He OTphIBas I71a3, CMOTpPE HA Hee M YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO IIOMUMO CTpaxa 3a OTIIa U TOCKH
0 JKEHIIMHE — B JIyIIe €ro 3apokKIaeTcsi Kakoe-T0 HOBOE, CUJIbHOE U efikoe olnymieHre. OH He Mor
Ha3BaTh ero cede, HO OHO Ka3aJIoCh eMy OIM3KUM K 00H[e Ha KOTO-TO.

Tosma monei Ha MPUCTAHU CITWJIACh B CIUIONIHOE, TEMHOE M MEPTBOE MSATHO Oe3 i, 6e3 hopm,
6e3 apmwxkeHus. Poma oToIesN OT MEPHJT ¥ YIPIOMO CTaJT XOIUTS TI0 Maryoe.

[Maccaxuppl, TPOMKO pa3roBapvBasi, YCaXXWBAJIUCh MHUTh Yail, JJAKEW CHOBAIM MO Tajiepee,
HaKpBIBas CTOJIMKH, TIe-TO HA KOpMe BHU3Y, B TPETheM KJlacce, cMesuIcsi peOeHOK, HblIa TApMOHHKA,
noBap APOOHO CTydasl HOXaMH, Apede3xaia rnocyna. Paspesast BOJIHbI, BCIIEHWBAsI UX U COAPOTasiCh
OT HaNpsDKEHHUsI, OTPOMHBIIA MApOX0/1 OBICTPO TUIBUT IPOTHB TeueHus ... PomMa MoCMOTpes Ha IHpO-
KHe TI0JIOCH! B30EIIIEHHBIX BOJIH 32 KOPMOU ITApOXO/ia ¥ OIIyTHII B cede UKOe KeTaHHe JIOMaTh, PBaTh
YTO-HUOY/b, — TOKE MOUTH I'PY/IBIO IPOTUB TEYSHUS U PA3APOOUTH €r0 HATIOP O IPY/b U TJIEYH CBOH. . .

— Cynp0a! — XpHIUIBIM ¥ yTOMJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3aJl KTO-TO OKOJIO HETO.

37O CJ0BO OBLIO 3HAKOMO €My: UM TeTka AHdwuca yacto orBevana dome Ha ero BOMPOCHI,
Y OH BJIOKWJ B 9TO KPaTKoe CJIOBO MpecTaBeHne O cuiie, TogoOHou cuiie 6ora. OH B3MISIHYT Ha
TOBOPUBIIMX: OIMH M3 HUX ObUI CEJEHBKHI CTAPUYOK, C JOOPHIM JIMIIOM, APYTOM — MOMOJIOXKE, C
OOJBIIIMMU YCTATBIMU TJIa3aMHU U C YEPHOW KJIMHOOOpa3Hoi Ooponko. Ero xpsimeBarsiii O0JbIION
HOC U KeJThble, BBAJMBIIMECS IEKH HaroMuHam Pome KpecTHOro.

— Cynp0a! — yBepeHHO TIOBTOPWJI CTAPUK BO3IJIAC CBOETO coOeceiHMKa U yeMexHyics. — OHa
HaJl ’KU3HBIO — KaK PhIOAK HaJl PEKO: KMHET B CYeTy Hallly KPIOYOK C TPUMAHKOM, a YeJIOBeK cerlvac —
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XBaTh 3a MPUMAHKY kaJHBIM-TO PTOM. .. TYT OHa Ka-aK PBaHET CBOE YAUJIMIIIE — HY, ¥ ObETCSI YeJIOBEK
03€Mb, U CEepAIIe Y Hero, MIs/IUIb, HAAOPBaHo. .. Tak-To, cygaps Mou!

doma 3aKpbLT I7Ia3a, TOYHO €My B HUX JIyd COJIHIIA YIApHJI, U, Kadast TOJIOBOM, TPOMKO CKa3aJl:

— Bepno! Bor — BepHo-0!

CobeceTHIKY MPUCTATBHO MOCMOTPEJIM Ha HEro: CTapyuK — C TOHKOW M YMHOM YJIBIOKOH, OOJTb-
IIErIa3blil — HEIPYKEITOOHO, UCIIOII00bsA. DT0 cMyTHIIO POMY, U OH, TIOKPACHEB, OTOIIET OT HHX,
Aymast O CyapOe ¥ HeIoyMeBasi: 3aueM el HY)KHO ObLJIO MPHJIACKaTh €ro, MojapuB €My JKEHIIUHY, 1
TOTYAC BHIPBATh M3 PYK Y HETO MOJAPOK TaK MPOCTO ¥ 0O0uaHO? V1 OH MOHSLI, UTO HESICHOE, €IKOE UYB-
CTBO, KOTOPOE OH HOCHWJI B ce0e, — oOua Ha cynbOy 3a ee urpy ¢ HuM. OH ObUT CJIMIITKOM M30aJI0BaH
JKU3HbIO OJId TOIO, I{TO6I)I MpouIe OTHECTUCH K HepBOIjI Kallle g4 B TOJIbKO YTO ITIO4YaTOM KY6KG, " BCE
CYTKH JIOpOTH MpoBes 6e3 cHa, TyMasi O CJIOBaX CTapHKa | Jiejies: cBoo oouay. Ho oHa Bo30Oyxgana
B HEM HE YHBIHUE U CKOp6b, a ’HEBHOC U MCTUTEJILHOC YYBCTBO. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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