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"Some years since" said Thackeray in a public speech,
"when I was younger, and used to frequent jolly assemblies, I
wrote a Bacchanalian song to be chanted after dinner;" and
a contemporary record has preserved a note of "the radiant
gratification of his face whilst Horace Mayhew sang The
Mahogany Tree, perhaps the finest and most soul-stirring of
Thackeray's social songs."

In seeking a Souvenir of this Christmas season the ballad of
"The Mahogany Tree" lends itself most felicitously to the present
purpose which is to

" —wish you health, and love and mirth
,As fits the solemn Christmas-tide."
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